Church & State

A Cultural Review Of Ireland And The World

Lest we forget: a record of Empire:

UK war dead 1914 - 2010*
World War | 1814-1918

MNorthern
386,342 Ireland .

Balkans
L]

Palestine aAfghanistan
Iraq

Cyprus
Sueze ®
Egypt @ ® Gulf War | Yangtze River
®*Oman
World War Il 19391945 Elerra Leona® Aden® g pDhofar

383,667 Kenyae e Borneo
Malaya

Total since 1945

- Number
3.431 . The Falklands of fatalities 1 @ B
2

*Except for Irag and Afghanistan figures do not include those killed on non-active service, training or in accidents
Source: Imperial War Museum, Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Home Truths About State And Church
The Great Eoghan Ruadh

Trinity: Its Works & Pomps

Darwin, Malthus And Cobbett

Marshal Petain Show Trial

IA Modest Proposal—For Real|

No. 106 Fourth Quarter, 2011



British view Ireland was no more entitled to become a Republic

Editorial in 1923 than it had been in 1918.

Electoral sovereignty was established by the Anti-Treaty
Party, Fianna Fail, in the 1930s when it broke the Treaty and
dared Britain to do anything about it, and British power and
confidence had declined so far that it did nothing.

Some Home Truths About Fianna Fail took office in 1932 with the support of the

State And Church Labour Party. In 1933 it called an election which it won
outright. The Treaty Party—called Cumann na nGaedheal—

In modern democracies the populace has structured publigas jolted out of its doctrinaire routines. It merged with a small
existence in the form of political parties. It does not, as ilRRedmondite party, called itself Fine Gael, and declared itself
ancient Athens, existas ageneral assembly of itself. Itis dividechscist. It retained a more or less Fascist orientation until 1939,
into parties in order to have durable political existence in larg@hen it supported Fianna Fail's declaration of neutrality against
states—and by the standard of ancient Athens the Irish Republititain’s World War. After the War Fine Gael made an alliance
is a large state. with a Republican Party recently formed out of the IRA, Sean
Memory is said to be indispensable to human existenc@acBride’s Clanna na Poblachta, returned to office in 1948 (for
Political memory, which is indispensable to development in thene first time since 1932) in Coalition with the Clann and the
State, is maintained by political parties—or else it lapses. It isabour Party, and cast aside the last, meaningless, remnant of
certainly not maintained by lectures in the History Departmentge Treaty by formally leaving the British Empire and Common-
of Universities, whose content is in extreme flux. wealth, in whose affairs the series of Fianna Fail Governments
The party-politics of the Irish state was determined by th@ad taken no part.
way the system of government was re-made according to & The pattern of Fianna Fail Governments with Coalition
British ultimatum in 1922. The part of Sinn Fein which interludes then lasted for about half-a-century.
submitted to the ultimatum was established in power by British  That pattern fell apart in early 2011 when the electorate,
arms and was placed in control of the State direction of nationabparenﬂy ho|d|ng the Fianna Falil party responsib|e for the
life: the part which would not submit was subordinated byexistence of capitalism, almost gave Fine Gael an absolute
military action and its representatives were excluded from thgajority, and Fianna Fail suffered internal collapse.
Dail for many years by means of the Oath to the Crown that was
insisted upon as a ritual of admission. To summarise: The state had no regular party-political
system during the period of Treatyite dominance (1922-1932),
A competent Anti-Treaty Party was formed on a basis obr during the many years after 1932 that it took the Treaty Party
Republican sentiment and, despite all the obstacles placed initsremake itself into a republican party within the Fianna Fail
way, itwon a General Election ten years after its defeat and wesystem. After 1948 there was a lopsided system in which the
on to be the hegemonic party in the state for the next thresternative to Fianna Fail Government was a merely opportunist
generations. alliance between the former Fascist, now something like Christian
The Treaty Party was established in power by Britain irDemocratic, Party and a Labour Party that became increasingly
1922 and governed until 1932. It was put in place by actuaonfused about where it stood in the world.
British power in the firstinstance, and in later years it soughtto The long series of Fianna Fail electoral victories in the 1930s
frighten the electorate with the threat of a return of British poweand 1940s had to do with Fine Gael's difficulty in weaning itself
if the Treaty system was broken. It has often been describedaf§the Treaty. Its long series of election victories half a century
aconservative party, but it was something quite different. It waster had to do with the inability of the Opposition to function as
a doctrinaire party relying on the routine of a power systenan effective Opposition, because it consisted of at least two
which it did not itself establish. It was not sufficiently con- parties, and because those two parties, which were a Coalition
servative even to conserve itself. pair whether in office or out of it, were an extreme ideological
mismatch, the one being simply capitalist and the other suppos-
In the matter of elections as an element in the life of &dly socialist.
democratic state: it won an election in 1923. But it was notby Fianna Fail's electoral collapse in February 2011 provided
means of elections that the Free State was constituted. &k opportunity for a drastic re-structuring of party-politics. Fine
republican Governmentwas freely elected in 1918 and confirme@ael almost gained an overall majority and would have been
in 1921 but Britain refused to recognise itand set about destroyiradple to form a Government without the Labour Party. And the
it. So it as not because it won an election that the Treaty Partabour Party, having overtaken Fianna Fail, might have
formed the Free State. Itwas established by British power as thenstituted itself the main Opposition party.
Government of the Free State—being established as a The party structure shaped by the Treaty division was often
“Provisional Government’most of a year before a state wasdeplored as abnormal by the Labour Party. It was held that the
provided for it to govern. (It was set up as a Government onormal party division as based on class, or at least on an
British authority in January 1922: the Free State came intileology relating to class. But, when Labour got the opportunity
being in December 1922.) in February 2012 to reform the party system on class lines, it
In 1923 it sought the consent of the electorate to the accorhacked away from it and went into Coalition with the capitalist
plished fact that it was the Government of the Free State, andprty yet again. It gave no convincing reason for why it felt it
gotit. But, if the electorate had voted against the Free State ames necessary to do this. It seems to have been that it just could
for the Republic, the power that established the Free State wouldt imagine acting on its own. It had grown into an unbreakable
not have recognised the result as valid. In power terms thelationship of dependency with Fine Gael. Itwas Tweedledum,
function of the electorate was to consent—or to rebel. In thand the project of re-ordering Irish politics as the opposition to




Tweedledee and brushing the hated and broken Fianng Fail
party aside was out of the question for it. Contents
And it seems that Tweedledee reciprocated the feelingjand
was happy to have Labour once again propping it up as its jjniSome Home Truths About State And Church
partner instead of standing alone. Editorial

, : . The Great Eoghan Ruadh: An Bardntas
O] f the first noticeable acts of th T h
ne of the first noticeable acts of the new Taoiseachwlasa™™ "o .~ 2’ 1 - (Part 5)

Declaration of Independence from Rome.
If the Irish State had been a dependency of Rome, it wals tf@ment For Donegal

Taoiseach'’s party that made it so during its ten years in Office Stephen Richards

when the Treaty State was being constructed to Britgin'dcademic Excellence? Trinity” Works & Pomps,

specifications. But who was in a position to say that? Fignna Jack Lane (Part 4)

Fail does not exist any more as the agent of memory in the ptd® Grim Up North. On A Visit To Edinburgh

—and it had in fact been erasing its own memory for many ypars Wilson John Haire (Poems)

before its electoral collapse. One could hardly expect]thg),rwin & Malthus & Cobbett & So On
princes of the Church to say it. And Sinn Fein, which isfre-
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. . . . Joe Keenan
emerging as a mainstream force, as the parties that hived %{ Modest Proposal—For Real
from it over the decades lose their bearings, is not yet jn a Jack Lanlg

position to say it. But, if Sinn Fein is to consolidate its posifon . .
as amajor party of the state, it can only be as an agent of po iticyox Pat: Civil Marriage; "Typical Irishman";
memory, able to see such things and say them. Achill Soupers; Serjeant Sullivan; Death
Of PSNI Constable Ronan Kerr; Great

The position of the Catholic Church in the Irish Stgte Catholic Converts, John Wayne; Wisdom
founded in 1922 was abnormal. Insofar as this abnormflity Of Harris ’ ’ 20,52

brought about a relationship of dependency between the jir ih tain's Show Trial

State and Rome, that was not the work of Rome but of the T{ea . .

Party directed by Britain. C.atherme Winch )
The Treaty Party, by agreeing to form a State under Br tisk-atholic Wealth And The Making Of

direction to replace the Republic, lost the support of the f@rce Protestant England

that had compelled Britain to negotiate. It turned for suppolt to Eamon Dyas

elements that had not supported the elected Republic. Ehief

among these elements was the Catholic Hierarchy.
That Hierarchy had not recognised the elected Repubfcan Editorial Note: We hope to carry Part Two of

Government as the legitimate Government, and the Bishdp ofBrendan Clifford’s article on John McGahern in the

Cork went as far as excommunicating the Army of the Repubplic. next issue of Church & State.

Butin 1922 it recognised the Provisional Government set up on

British authority as legitimate, even while that Government yvas

waiting for Britain to give it a state to govern. And itrecogni edS(Pme web addresses for associated sites—

the war to enforce the Treaty system as legitimate, and i

Decrees of Excommunication against those who resisted |t.

The Heresiarch:

Britain had for a couple of generations been attemptinfy to http://heresiarch.org
use the Roman Church as an instrument for curbing natiorfaliéthol Books:
development. It had diplomatic influence in Rome, and Rqme http://www.atholbooks.org

was paranoid on the subject of Republican conspiracy bedaus

of its experience of Italian nationalism. When the Treaty P rt}here is a great deal of interesting reading. Go surf and see!

in 1922 came to depend ont he ideological influence ofjthe

Roman Hierarchy, that Hierarchy used the opportunity to blil&ales:

itself into thede factostructure of the new Irish State, consolid- httpS: //WWW.atholbooks-sales.org

ating and enhancing the position that Britain had accorded |t for

anti-national purposes.
It seems very unlikely that this would have happenefl if

Britain had recognised the Republic of 1919-21 instead of

making war on it. Church & State

Editor: Pat Maloney

The Church/State relationship established in the formagion
of the Treaty State, when those of a strong Republican {pirit
were being defeated by British arms in Irish hands, was abnofmal.

All Correspondence should be sent to:

: : : : 1. P. Maloney,
But |t_v_vas abnormal in Romanist, rather than in Reformatiohist C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork City.
or British, terms. TEL: 021-4676029

The distinction between Church and State, with the allocgtion
of different spheres to each, is a Romanist distinction. [The SUBSCRIPTIONS
Reformation rejected this distinction and proclaimed the ujity €15 (Sterling £12) for 4 issues
of Church and State. j y | ELECTRONIC SUBSCRIPTIONS

It was through the formation of the British Empire that €5 (Sterling £4) for 4 issues from
Protestantism became a world force, and in Britain Churchjand athol-st@atholbooks.org
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State have formed a unity ever sincedetermined what Christianity was, until longer deny political rights to Catholics
Henry VIl declared himself Pope of the the Empire decayed, leaving the Churchin Ireland, to concede Catholic rights
English Church. as its viable element. When statecraftwithout making any limiting arrange-
o ) o revived, it was with both a Pope and an ments with Rome, even though it had for
_ The British case against Catholicism gmneror as two elements of the sameover a century been justifying the Penal
in Ireland over many generations Was gystem in conflictwith each other within Laws on the grounds that the Catholic
thatitwas notnationalist, butowedallegi- ot system, but neither disputing the Church was an international system
ance to a foreign power. The Leader of jogitimacy of the other, or of the system. directed by a dictator in Rome.
the party that made Ireland a Roman ppq 56 in Catholic Europe we get the  Responsibility for continuing the un-
province has now declared independenceyichotomy of Church and State, with the protected condition of Church in Ireland
from that foreign power, but there is still 5s5qciated party-political division, of from Roman authority then passed to the

no clue of how this independence is to be g phs and Ghibellines. Taoseach's party, which, when agreeing
structured.. _ _ _ to constructan Irish State subject to British
The British complaint that Catholic- The Reformation sought to resolve authority in 1922, simply handed over a

ismin Ireland was not nationalistamount- that dichotomy back into a simple unity ¢, 4ihe of public life to the Church.
ed to a complaint that it did not accord of Church and State forged into a total ;g magazine in the 1970s and 1980s
comprehensive and unconditional allegi- sovereignty. Ireland was subordinated tos,.,ssed attention on the abnormal
ance to the Crown as the supreme authorthis totalitarianism during the century relationship of Church and State in Ireland
ity in politics and religion. Representative following the Williamite conquest but .4 suggested thatit should be regularised
Catholics repeatedly declared their wasnotabsorbedintoit. When itasserte%ymeansofaConcordat. That suggestion
willingness to declare allegiance to Caesara life of its own, challenging the system |, < qismissed by clergy who had become
in the things that are Caesar's etc. Butof the Penal Laws with a power that the ;.. .,stomed to functioning outside politi-
that was not enough for a State which did Protestant Church-State had to give way authority, and also by anti-clericals
not acknowledge the validity of the dis- to, Whitehall could not bring itself to (of where there were many, in a private
tinction between Caesar and God. negotiate the kind of Church/State capacity), who saw it as a concession of
Wheré'Christand Caesarwere hand relationship for Ireland that was normal authority to the Church.
in glove"was not Ireland but England— in Europe.
where Christ and Caesar were one. The normal arrangement was for the A big book has just been published
Christ/Caesar at Westminster decreedauthority of the Vatican over the local about the dispute between Robert O'
the abolition of the prevailing form of Church to be modified by a Concordat Keeffe, Paris Priest of Callan, and his
Christianity in Ireland, officially declar-  with the State. But the nationalist total- Bjshop, in the 1870s. This book, which
ing it to be a phenomenon of Anti-Christ, itarianism of the British Church-State originated in Cambridge University and
and set out to incorporate Ireland into the could not bring itself to make a Concordat is published by University College Dub-
absolute religious nationalism of England. with Rome which, while limiting the |in, is pretentiously titledhe European
authority of Rome over the Church in cylture Wars In Ireland

Itbecame the fashion with Irish acad- |reland, would also give formal recogni- ~ The O'Keeffe affair and other affairs
emics agenerationago to deny the reality tion to a degree of Roman authority within were publicised by this journal in the
or the serious intent, of the Penal Laws. the British state. 1970s and 1980s in an attempt to establish

So far removed were those academics  Until the late 18th century, while the 4 historically-grounded public opinion
from the reality of things, that they Ppenal Lawswere maintained as asystemihat would engage with the established
imagined that, by debunking the Penalthe relation of the Vatican to the Church order of things in a practical reformist
Laws, they were striking ablow atRepub- in Ireland was regulated by the Jacobiteway. Academia did not want to know
licanism of the North. Pretender to the British throne. It was then. Now, when the matter is of no
But the Penal Laws existed. They only after Jacobitism lapsed and West- practical relevance, it publishes an exten-
were inaugurated as a system about thregninster admitted Catholics to Parliament sjve account of the O'Keeffe affair as a
centuries ago by a Christ/Caesar whowithout any regulation by Concordat, historical curiosity.
appears to have aCtua”y believed in her'that the Vatican gained direct and un- The"European Culture Wars'into
self, Queen Anne, and they were jimited authority over the Irish section of which the O'Keeffe affair is slotted by
systematically enforced for about three jts Church. UCD, was a conflict between Church and

ge_nerations t_)y Caesars who may not i , . ) State in a number of European countries
quite have believed butwhodid notallow  The basic Vatican view of this matter, during the generation after 1848, when

disbelief to undermine the system. The unlike the British, was not totalitarian. o catholic Church, which was widely
structure of the English State carries its The Church/State distinctionwas inherent ;s ,med to have been overcome by the
agents along with it. They do its work in it, and Rome took it to be a matter of all-conquering spirit of Liberalism, was
regardless of their private opinions. And course that it would not have authority o5sserted as a viable intonational body
thus far England has produced no Emp-unrestricted by the State overthe branche%y Pius IX. The main battleground of
eror Julian—who sought to abort the of the Church in the various countries. (age"wars" was Germany—though
system of Roman Catholicism by dis- We have explained this many times gyitzerland fought a literal Civil War
establishing it. over the past forty years. We do so againg,er them.
Of course Julian failed. Hermes was because the Taoiseach's tirade against

no match for the Holy Ghost, or Dianafor Rome implies that Rome asserted unres-  The restoration of the Roman Church,
Mary. The exotic Catholic mixture of tricted authority over the Church in culminatinginthe adoption ofthe Decree
beliefs, symbols and idols was made anlreland and somehow gained it. And that of Papal Infallibility by the First Vatican
integral part of the life of the world under is very far from being historical truth.  Council in 1870, gave a shock to the
the name of Christianity. The Emperor It suited Britain, when it could no Liberal world-outlook, which had its



source in England. English Liberalism, Prussia was the active force of itin the presence of academic historians
triumphant at home with the abolition of national construction in 19th century is cut off by a spasm of revulsion. His
the Corn Laws and the Irish Famine, was Germany. It was through Prussian actionpersistent support of Germany on social-
asserting its power across the world by that the fifty states of 1815 Germany— ist grounds in the last two years of his
means of the associated ideologies ofthere had been more than a hundredife remains the most live issue connect-
Free Trade and Nationalism. It was an befqre the French Revolqtlon—becameeq with him. It is the one thing a_bout
active instigator of nationalism in Europe a smgle German state in 1871. Buthim t_hat cannot be me_ntloned.. Itis not
. . Prussia was a recently-constructed pro-mentioned in the entries on him in he
butnotinireland. Itgave Mazziniasafe g,ct of virtuoso statecraft by the Dictionary Of National Biography
haven for the preaching of what would Hohenzollern family. It gained a base (British) by Ruth Dudley Edwards, and
now be called terrorist fundamentalism, in Brandenberg, to which bits and piecesin theDictionary Of Irish Biographyy
and Garibaldi was its hero. Inthe face of were added here and there as the opporFergus D’Arcy.
the proclamation of nationalism as a tunity presented itself. Frederick the Bismarck's attempt to foster a culture
universal force (everywhere except Ire- Great had expanded it by war on Austria, of national unity for the political life of
land), the Pope—who had been taken tobut it was not chiefly by war that it had the new German state on liberal grounds
be a Liberal at the start, reasserted docexpanded. was perhaps a partial success, but in the
trines that had been instituted at the time ~ PTussia was a ‘work in_ progress'. It end it was little more than a draw. Under
of the Roman Empire and set about W@s an active m_onarch|cal dyngsty, pressure he declared that_helwould never
making the Church a viable international rather than a h|;tor|cal people or territory. go to Canossa,.anq he didn't. (A med|-
LS ; ) It was predominately Protestant in its aeval Emperor in difficulty was obliged
institution once again. He evenappointedpaqe area, but as a State given its charade go to Canossa unarmed to make obei-
Bishops to English dioceses for the first (e py Frederick the Great it was the Euro- sance to the Pope.) But the contest
time in centuries, and Gladstone respond-pean centre of free-thought philosophy. resulted in a Catholic Party, the Centre
ed with a Penal Law. Untilthen, Roman  And Bavaria, the biggest and most Party, becoming a major party of the
Bishops in England held Sees in the historically-definite of the German state.
Middle East which had been lost to the states, was quite definitely Catholic. Poor Robert O'Keeffe of Callan made

Moslems. Theywere BishopsinEngland ¢ ovion of the German Empire his lone stand against Ultramontanism
but not Bishops of English Dioceses. A .inciged with the dissolution of the (as the Papal Supremacy of Vatican |
Penal Law was enacted making ROmanpana| States and the assertion by thevas called) on the basis of his rights as a
Bishops of English Dioceses illegal, but papacy of its supremacy as a spiritualParish Priest. Having set up a Christian
itwas not enforced because it was assumpower with temporal implications. Brothers school in his parish, he wanted
ed that the conquering spirit of Liberalism Bismark's object in hig'Culture  to setup a convent of teaching nuns too.
would make legal suppression of Roman-War"was to forge a national body politic The Bishop refused permission. O'Keeffe
ism unnecessary. for the new German state, which was adisputed the authority of the Bishop. The
The First Vatican Council was held very decentralised federal structure. Bishop asked Rome to back him and it
during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870- Bavaria, for example, remained a King- ﬂl(rjn Of;lﬁcielféishf#rgf;ﬁg?é@lngcst%?gm
_ i i-dom with its own Army until 1918 (and NIM WhicCT ! Ing libel acli
t701 pr?a\féi?iuévirn?zi?gggisi? réoer;ggjns;jathen there was a possibility that it would against him. And then he sued Bishop

Hieh had the effect of acceleratl revert to independent statehood). in a case that was widely reporte(And
which had the effect of accelerating Ger- ™" . ia "had been Britain's ally in the proceeding of the Trial were issued

man unification. France failed to bring grgpe in the 18th and 19th centuries,as a book.) The Liberalism of England
its greater military strength to bear in gnd British Liberalism could hardly have supported him, as did the Liberalism of
actual battle, and it miscalculated the disapproved of Bismarck's Anti-Catholic Ireland—the Orange upholders'tiee-
effect of its declaration of war on Prussia laws, designed to reduce the influencedom, religion and law" He won a token
on the Catholic States of Southern Ger-of the new, assertive Romanism on theVictory that left him worse off than
many, the chief of which was Bavaria. Catholic States of the new German before. He did not give up. He continued
The French aggression, instead of isolat-Empire. But, when Britain decided to With his aggressive assertion of a principle,
ing Prussia from the Catholic German Make wardon Ge”tn%mt/ '3 191611 't|_5| war ];%rpg‘émcgnzewgsiaigg'g;“t';]% ]Jgfe?én
States, drove all the German States togPropaganda—contributed to by Home ! :

. : ) ower that ran the country—it was b
ether into a kind of Federation led by the Rulers like Tom Kettle and Robert Lynd POW untry—it wi y

g of = and which lled the —CONStructed a demonic idea of Prussia this time, the 1870s, being definitely
King of Prussiaand whichwas called the , 4 of the federal German Empire as arelegated to the status of a foreign power.

German Empire. Prussianised Germany, which has heldlt supported him in principle but had
The "Culture War" (Kulturkampf) sway ever since, but which is a total begun to make extensive deals with his
launched by Bismarck after unification caricature. enemy for the purpose of running the
had the purpose of fostering an integral country. The Roman Church, which
national body politic for the new State. It Britain hoped to direct in Ireland though

was directed against the Decrees of thecre\a/l\:ggni;h?gfiggnggr%égvzsogr?loq% (tj)lept:lgmi?wgcalr?fgjcel(rrf)sv Ilerélgzgn;a%w\évraisn
Zstt;]coe:irlyCouncn asserting direct Papal disputed it. ‘When the Socialist Inter- the British state, and O'Keeffe was a sad
' national failed to deliver on its commit- case in his last years.
The new German Empire, proclaim- ment to prevent war between the Euro-
ed in Paris in 1871, following the defeat pean States by socialist action, and the Insofar as there had_ been a culture
of the French aggression, and while Ger-workers of the various states were effect-war worthy of the name in 19th century
many was in occupation of France ively enlisted for the War, Connolly Ireland, it happened about sixty years
pending a French agreement to make aleclared his support for Germany on before O'Keeffe's war with his Bishop.
settlement, was an Empire of Germansocialist grounds. That is a fact which It began in 1808, when Henry Grattan
states. The largest, and in some wayssocialists who like to recite Connolly’s introduced a Bill to admit Catholics to
the most authentic, German state washame as part of a litany do not wish to Parliament, with the condition that the
Bavaria. know, and any attempt even to mention Government should have a right of veto
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on the selection of Bishops. That condi- Catholic Europe, while the Penal Laws hitherto failed to notice it, with itsxterm-
tion, which was not unusual, had beenwere in operation in Ireland, he naturally inating action in the Famine/Holocaust
cleared by Grattan with the Irish Hier- took it for granted that certain arrange- which shocked even that good Protestant
archy but, when it was published, it set ments between Church and State werdmperialist, Isaac Butt. And Cullen came
off a great hostile agitation in the Dublin necessary. While each had its distinctfrom Rome during the Famine/Holocaust
Catholic middle class, involving people sphere, the two could not operate inand gave systematic order to the structure
who had been active in the United Irish complete independence of each other. of the Church which had been implicit
movement a dozen years earlier. Apam- (In those days it was thought that in the rejection of the Veto.
phlet dispute on the issue then ragedreligion was indispensable to the func- i
within the Catholic community for a tioning of the State—and it is still not " Culture war"on the issue of Roman
number of years, in the course of which clear that it isn't: the action of the great- control had an utterly different socio-
|Daniel O'Connell shifted ground from est democracy in the world, at any rate, Political contentin Ireland and Germany.
his initial support for Ascendancy Repeal is largely driven by religion. And the The new national State in Germany was
to popular Catholic nationalism. The Church likewise could not function Strongly federal in structure, and some
Bishops were obliged to disown their without the State.) of its federal components were strongly
agreement to the Veto, even though a  Britain banned Catholic seminaries Catholic. The new state, though called
document supporting it was issued by in Ireland after the Glorious Revolution @n Empire, was actually a national
Rome. The Veto was killed off, not by of 1688, driving the Irish to the Continent development. It would not have been
an ignorant, superstitious peasantryfor education. Then, in the 1790s, in the functional as anything else in the Europ-
stirred up by Rome, but by the progress-context of the war against French demo-€an circumstances of the time, in which
ive element of the metropolitan middle cracy, it hastily established a seminary Nationalism had been fostered as the
class. at Maynooth, so that priests might be Norm by the hegemonic ideology of
The strongest voice in support of the educated at home and not come undeBritain as the world Super-power. The
Veto was that of a Catholic priest, the subversive Continental influence. But, Germany of poets and dreamers in fifty
Rev. Charles O'Conor, nephew of Charleson the Continent, where Church and different states, each following its own
O'Conor of Belanagare who had founded State were two institutions within the Pent, could not have continued. The
the Catholic Committee. O'Conor argu- same society, they made co-habitingEMPpire had to be a nation. And the
ed a Jacobite case in support of the Vetoarrangements as a matter of course. Andation needed a national culture as the
If an adequate body of Irish national Irish priests educated on the Continent™medium of its democratic politics—
literature had been compiled by our took it for granted that the Government Pecause democracy and nationalism
academics or publishers, O'Conor'smust have a say in the running of the Went together.  The point of the
Vetoist pamphlets would have a promin- Church, and they brought that view back Kulturkampiwas to ensure that the asser-
ent place in it, and there would be lessto Ireland with them—even though in fion of Papal supremacy by Rome which
bewilderment and confusion about the Ireland Church and State were not two coincided with the formation of the
recent turn of events. But the Jacobiteinstitutions of the same society, and the Gérman state did not determine the con-
view was swept aside by the upsurge ofState had, since its Glorious Revolution, duct of the Catholic components of the
progressive Jacobin Ultramontanism thatbeen committed to the destruction of the State in the overlap between Church and
triumphed in the Veto controversy and Church. State affairs.
set the pattern of future development. But the priests educated at home, in 1 heKulturkampfwas played out to
the Seminary which the State set up for@ kind of draw. The conflict was not a
The Veto proposal gave rise to the an ulterior purpose, knew very well what Simple one between the Catholics as a
greatest dispute there has ever beerhe real relationship of Church and StatePody and the State, or the Catholic
amongst Irish Catholics on Church in Ireland was. There may for a while federa_l States and the cent(al authority
affairs. But, because it makes no sensdiave been Gallican lecturers teaching€Stablished through Prussian energy.
from the doctrinaire viewpoint of either that the Government had rights in the There were differences amongst Catho-
Liberalism or Catholic-nationalism, it conduct of the Church, but the Seminar-lics about Vatican I. There was no
has been virtually excluded from the ians knew from their own experience— Catholic will to secede from the German
history books. For example, it is not and from the influence of their neigh- State which the Catholic states had taken
even mentioned iGardinal Cullen And  bourhoods—that, while it might be pru- Partin forming. And the outcome of the
His World publlshed this year by Four dent to submit to some degree to theaffall' was the em_ergence of the Centre
Courts Press. However, without it, what naked power of the State, the State wag>arty as a Catholic party of the German
Cullen did must seem to be the work of an alien force from another society. ~ State, as national as any other, and one
Roman authoritarianism, shaping anigno-  Maynooth had been functioning for of the major parties of the state.

rant, passive_ popqlace_accc_)rding to i_ts will. |ess than twenty years when daring  In Germany the Church and the State
The main article in this book is by gpjrits amongst the Anti-Vetoists openly wee both German. In Ireland, if one
Emmet Larkin, who writes of &evo-  g5id what was what in the matter andtakes the Taoiseach's tirade in earnest,
tional revolution” without mentioning  asserted total independence of thethe conclusion must be that neither the
the startling emergence of Jacobin Ultra- chyrch from the hostile State, which State nor the Church was Irish. It is
montanism that set in motion what carried the implication that another State indisputable that the State was foreign.
Cullen gave organised direction t0 a should be got. And the subversive But, in its conflict with the foreign State,
generation later. And he also does notsgtements of the Anti-Vetoists were so the society took Romanism to be its
mention the Famine/Holocaust as areasonable, and so much in accordanceeligion. And its decisive action in doing
spiritual event, although it is inconceiv- yith the facts of the situation that denial this was taken at a time when Rome was
able that it should not have had much of them could carry no conviction, that in disarray and under French pressure,
more profound consequences thantyey could not fail to influence Maynooth and was agreeable to giving Britain a
reducing the ratio of priests to people by and make it a subversive institution. ~ say in the conduct of the Church in
exterminating a big chunk of the people  Ggjlicanism died off with the priests Ireland. If it was subject to Rome, it was
—which is what he mentions. who had been educated on the Continentsubjection voluntarily and purposefully
The Vetoist, O'Conor, was Jacobite Then the State demonstrated its true—and indeed forcibly—entered into. It
and Gallican. Having been educated incharacter in Ireland to anybody who had compelled Rome to be authoritative in



Ireland because Roman authoritarianismand had that power reinforced by those  Eventually Britain gained admission
was its counter to British authoritarianism. who were determined to enforce the to Europe. Naturally it set about aborting
O'Keeffe's war was a lost cause. It Treaty at any cost. its development. British balance-of-
appealed to the Liberalism of the foreign ~ Now it is being seriously proposed power strategy towards Europe needs a
State, which had tried to exterminate to abolish the Confessional by subordin- divided Europe. The integrity of the EU
Irish Catholics, and which, when that ating it to policing. The British State was undermined by random expansion
failed, turned to appeasement and throughfailed to do this during the century of its following the end of the Cold War, by
that appeasement had become practicallyPenal Laws, but it seems that all the the persistent British pressure to replace
entangled with the Ultramontanism that Presidential candidates except Danathe social market by the free market,
O'Keeffe declared war on. supported this proposal. and by the undermining of the Commis-
O'Keeffe pursued his war through sion by means of corruption scandals.
the Courts of the foreign State. He took  The tirade against Rome has beenEurope was made discontented with
his stand on a principle that was detachedy|iowed by a similar tirade against Ger- itself and its carefully established self-
from socio-political reality in Ireland.  many. Ireland is now being depicted as Sufficiency arrangements. Its horizons
Thirty years ago, when Ultramontan- the victim of Roman and German Were globalised. Britain had become
ism held sway in the Irish state, it was |mperialism—of the Holy Roman Empire, incapable of self-sufficient existence a
interesting to discover O'Keeffe's s0l0 |et ys say, because Prussia is there no moré€ntury and a half ago. It dominated the
rebellion ad tell the story of it as a con- anq the economic driving force of modern World and established a mode of life
temporary act of rebellion. But now, Germany is Catholic Bavaria etc. which can only be sustained by exploita-
with the Church in collapse, what sense  \when the EU development was tion of global markets. Under its influ-
is there in puffing it up into an Irish |aunched by Adenauer, De Gaulle, De €Nce Europe was brought to see itself as
participation in the European conflict of Gasperi and the Benelux countries, & Player of global markets without hav-
Church and State and placing it alongsidegyitain—in the self-confidence of Empire Ind the means of doing so, while at every
the Kulturkamp® —gave its patronising approval but held critical juncture Britain retained the

Therewasa kind of IrishKutlurkampf ~ aloof. Then the Empire was lost very OPtion of playing the world market inde-
two centuries ago. And there might have quickly and Europe cohered very quick- Pendently of Europe. And the defensive
been one ninety years ago. The onlyly, with Germany minus Prussia as its Military arrangements, which Europe
real opportunity to normalise Church/ economic power-house. Germany minushad maintained for two generations, were
State relations was when the British StatePrussia was Catholic Germany. Prussia'€oriented for aggressive warmaking
was giving way to an Irish State. But had been Britain's historic ally in Europe When the Cold War ended.

Britain refused to relinquish State control until the strong German economic deve- . .
in Ireland to a mere democratic move- lopment that followed unification. = Germany did not play a leading part
ment that won an election. The new Around 1906 the British Liberal Govern- in any of these developments. It tagged
British democracy of 1918 took its stand ment decided to make war on Germany.2/0ng, keeping a low profile, and con-
on the old Imperial principle that the The war was launched in 1914 with the ducting an old-fashioned economy,
State power of the Empire had preced-enthusiastic support of the Irish Home Making durable products to a high degree
ence over local opinion, and that the Rule party. Prussia was demonised inof craftsmanship, and neither working

issue of Irish independence was one thathe war propaganda.

had to be decided by war—which used  The story was that Prussia was the
to be calledThe reason of Kings"And,
when the Irish electoral mandate had by means of the unification it had taken

nor shopping at weekends.

But an article in the current issue of

major source of evil in the world, that the Jesuit magazirtudiegells us that
Germany is a colonial power whose ir-

make it prudent for Britain to negotiate on them, and Prussianised them. The0

a settlement and concede a measure ofmplication of the war propaganda was
Irish autonomy, Britain, in withdrawing that, for the future peace of Europe, the
from Southern Ireland, managed to bring unification of Germany would have to
about a 'Civil War' there. And the party be undone, and the good Southern Ger-
which it put in place—the present Taoi- mans liberated so that they could de-
seach's party—alienated the RepublicanPrussianise themselves. In 1919 Franc
core of the Independence movement andvas eager to do that but, since it would
made itself dependent on the masshave established France in greater
influence of the Ultramontanist Church dominance in Europe than it had ever
Hierarchy, and accorded it a position of enjoyed before, Britain vetoed it. How-
unchecked and unsupervised independ-ever, after the 2nd World War, Prussia
ence within the state, and the control of disappeared, becoming East Germany.
areas of public life which should have Only good Germans remained in the free
been within the control of the State, e.g., world. And these good Germans quickly
Education—regardless of whether theremade a success of the West European
was clerical involvement in it. alliance. Then Britain found that it

Now the leader of the party which wanted to join what it had refused to
enlarged the sphere of the Church in thejoin in the firstinstance. That new Europe
State, when a compromise betweenwas the political creation of Christian
Church and State was what was neededPemocracy in Germany, Italy and
launches a hysterical tirade againstBelgium and Gaullismin France. Christ-
Rome. He declares independence fromian Democracy had some memory of
Rome, as if Rome had somehow usurpedBritish action in Europe and kept it out.
political power in Ireland, when it would The British propaganda then began to
be nearer the truth to say that it haddepict the EU as a restoration of the
power thrust upon it as a measure toHoly Roman Empire, which straddled
restrict the sphere of the foreign State,the Alps and was a bad thing.

f Ireland's economic problems:

"...Germany is becoming more nation-
alistic, and much less committed to the
European project that was at the centre
of its foreign policy for over half a
century. Germany is now led by a
generation that does not see itself as
having responsibility for past wars, and
the birth of the Common Market as a
means of unifying and repairing broken
Europe has been forgotten...

"What we are now seeing is a form of
German neo-colonialism. Dictionaries
define colonialismas the practice of a
power extending control over weaker
peoples or areas and refer to occupation
by settlers, but in today’s globalised
economy, control can be achieved when
the economically strong deploy interest
rates, market intervention and other
financial instruments, to compel the
weak, without physical invasion.

"In considering Germany's behaviour,

I am not excusing reckless political and
fiscal behaviour in Ireland and elsewhere
... My focus here is on the behaviour of
international lenders, not the borrowers

"Unacceptable German Banking Practices
7



“To comprehend the centrality of Ger- ~ Economic Neo-Colonialisnby Fergus — many must never again do what Britain
man banking to the eurozone crisis, we Whelan). does not want it to do. In the immediate

need to understand the extraordinary . . : post-War era, when it was led by Christ-
increase in the importance of banking _ This Jesuit whinge goes on to >3 jan Democrats who had resisted Nazism
in the world today. The huge growth in (Of quote somebody else as saying) that, 1 '} hew how Britain had support-
global savings and therefore in invest- "the rest of Europe needs to start holding

ment funds... is a major factor in our Germany to accountfor its "Beggar ggg,rgserw?Snystizlr:((j::(:[h(éontggggo %?tﬁ]gt
current crises. . Thy Neighbour Policies"Germany and o060 "and the endiﬁ of (?old War
"George Soros (financier) says “Ger- Japan recovered economically aftergecurit that the Dresden ngfect has been
many blames the crisis on the countriesdefeat in 1945 by means whieh strikin yl operative
that have lost competitiveness and run "led to dependence on exports and gly op |
up their debts, and so puts the burden of therefore on the foreign consumer, with  For the past generation, while capital-
adjustment on debtor countries. Thisis much less focus on domestic consump-ist globalism was being intensively deve-
abiased view... Truth be told, Germany  tion, which of necessity was at a very |opedby Ameranglia, Germany has been
has been bailing out the heavily indebted |ow level in the post-war years. This the absent centre of the EU, tending to
countries as a way of protecting its own  eventually led to limited competition in its own affairs within the framework of
banking system . . . Berlinisimposing the home market. The consequentipe cosy national capitalism—crony
those arrangements under pressure from inadequate development of the Service capitalism—that was set up for it by
German public opinion, but the general  sector led to generally highly inefficient gicmarck. But all the while Britain was
public have not been told the truth and  and politically controlled banks", which -1 io “the EU to serve its own bur-
so is confused.” "have cosy ties with local government". poses gEventuaIIy the cosy Gerpman

“Joschka Fischer... agrees. “In the o . o o ;
back rooms in Dublin it was our (state- ~ Because of inefficiency; insufficient capitalism was declared illegal by the

owned) landesbankerearning all the ~Competitiveness; poor banking pract- European Court. The local banks, indus-
money to the delight of our state govern- iCes; crony capitalist relationships bet- try and local government were declared
ments of all political persuasions. No ween local banks, local government andto be in breach of competition rules.
one tells the people here that part’. local industry; rudimentary financial The banks were driven by EU law into
Henrik Enderlein (political economist) services; and a low level of domestic the world money market—which oper-
is less diplomatic. “It is clear German consumption (poverty?!), the Germans ated tricky financial devices like pack-
state-owned banks... are the key issuehave built up immense trade surplusesaged mortgage instruments, credit default
in the (Irish problem). But if this got and arépropping up their own economy swaps etc, of which they knew nothing.
out into the open, we'd have a problem at the rest of the world’s expensefnd ~ And now they are accused of neo-
with five state governors and if the Ger- jt g goes back to The War, which colonialism because they sent that money
man federal system needed to becomegermany'no longer sees itself as having abroad on easy terms, enabling economic
part of solving European difficulties, regnonsipility fof. developments which otherwise would
then we would have a real problem.” Germany has abased itself and neg-not have happened!
The core problem is not the Irish a0 jiself so comprehensively on the ~ German capitalist development after
bank_s and othe_r peripheral state banks’issue of war guilt that the only conceiv- unification was not of théaissez-faire
or Irish sovereign debt, but European A - ; ; ;
b . able change in its attitude to the War kind. It was subject to laws designed to
anks generally, and particularly Ger- would be o reoudi i d indi revent the melting down of the pre-
man banks, which have still not fully o pu late guiit and in '(.:t prever 9d P!
Britain for having spun a catastrophic capitalist lower classes into a de-socialised

provided for their bad loans and bad ot Lale | . A q
investments. .. World War out of the trivial issue of proletariat. Arrangements were made

"German public opinion does not Danzig—after collaborating with Hitler for a working class to have rights as part
selling daily, campaigned relentlessly the Versailles Treaty by re-militarising ture, instead of having a de-socialised
against the EU's rescue package forthe Rhineland, forming an Army and a proletariat pa!nfully getting itself toge?her
Greece, using doubtful statistics to 'prove’ Navy, merging with Austria, and incorp- over g_eneratlons in order to assert I’Igh_tS.
that Greeks are lazy, overpaid and retireorating the Sudetenland region of That is what James Connolly saw in
earlier than Germans. And the German Czechoslovakia into the German state.Germany when he supported it on social-
perspective on problems at German If it did that, the world (or the little bit istgroundsin 1914-16. But his reasoned
banks in the Dublin Financial Services of it that we take to be 'the world’) would argument has never been taken account
centre blames Ireland for weak regula- be shocked for a moment, but would of. He is depicted as an Anglophobe
tion, rather than German for manage- soon adjust to the fact that Germany fantasising about England's enemy in a
ment mistakes.... was a state once more, and that therdit of blind hatred.

“The structural need for Germany 10 \yas no longer a political blank at the ~ The German form of capitalist deve-
export (due to high savings and its corol- heart of Europe. But there is little lopmentwas stopped in the international
lary, low internal consumption) generat- ,rgnect of that. Germany will continue Sphere by British militarism. But Ger-
_ed massive surpluses which had to beto creep around not wanting to be many at home continued to live in its
:chZSted sor(;\ewh(_ered M#CE OL thfese noticed, even though the future of Europeown form. And its backward practice of
unds were deposited with thandes- 45045 on . making products as durable goods and
banken Investing onwards these huge ' lling them has been so effective that
funds in Germany promised low returns Thatis the Dresden Effe_ct. . Seting : .

The most representative British the old-fashioned German economy is

... while investing abroad in higher risk . . R . :
countries/assets%romised highger returnsistorian, who tells it like it is from a the soundest in Europe today, while the

Thesdandesbankepumped billions of _ British viewpoint (Andrew Roberts), has capitalism ruled by the money market
euros into sub-prime mortgage-backed €xplained that the purpose of the fire- wonders if it is going to survive.
securities. .. bombing of Dresden and other cities after
"The weak rescue the strong, and in the German Army had been defeated—q 51 Germany should give up on the
doing so weaken themselves further. which in other circumstances would have .. ¢ jife it has held onto so tenacious-
The Irish taxpayer is paying both for the been described as acts of genOC|de—|y float itself on the finance markets
bad investment decisions of Irish bank- while they had no military purpose, had aﬁd go shopping on Sunday. That is
ers and the bad investments of Germanthe moral purpose of branding into the what Irish Catholicism has beén reduced
bankers..."(Merkel's Folly': Germany's German soul the conviction that Ger- ., %

The implication of the Jesuit whinge



Séamas O Domhnaill

Eoghan Ruadh O Silleabhdin
1748—1784
Aspects of his Life and Work
Part 5

The Great Eoghan Ruadh: An Bardntas.

The Aisling was held in very high

There are no holds barred in Eoghan's

ignorant ravines of the Ballyhoura
Mountains

The abuse, and the entertainment,
does not stop there however:

Aitighthear fos ag an bhfaisnéisi seo go
mbionn an burdinuidhe beag-naireach
SO

ag imtheacht idir sheasc-chaillighe Cois
Sléibhe

’na fhear leighis lusa luibhe agus
asarlaidheachta

esteem amongst the poets and the Gaelidenigration of the criminal who was ¢ ghné dhochtara fhior-fhoghlumtha

people of Munster in the 18th century. actually his very good friend:

On the other hand it might be said that ) S

the form of Composrtlon known as the Sa tan Céadna 1S san Chrulnn-almSIrln—

Barantaswas located at the other end of ~r mhaireadar na taoisigh teagaisc agus

the scale of respectability. A typical 1@ saoithe sir-labharthacha cuirt-

Barantas (Warrant) was a mixture of g}}:alr.mtheichadlmla}?mhgrla nﬁghlr'

. . chaointeacha dleachta dilse d'thior-

prose and poetry in which one poet calls .« 1asal urramach gréithre gaois-

for the arrest of one of his companions  heara Gaedheal, gur neaduigh agus

for some minor crime such as the theft  gyr dhlath-ghnathuigh,

of a hat or for pretending to be a poet or

for stealing a girlfriend. The form mimics balbh-bhairdin breill-bhriathrach

that of a legal document with terms such  bunscoloige; agus

asArd Sirriam(High Sheriff),Faisnéisi ~ cnaimhsealuidhe ciarsanach cian-aosta;

(witness), and of course ti@oirpeach agus )

(criminal). dur-dhradaire dioscar dith-eolach; agus
A Barantasis packed with jolly fior-fhuirseoir foghaltach faon-

satire, smart comments and ‘humourous ghm,o mhach; agus , .
L : glimsim glafaoideach glam-ghlorach;
realism'. It is full of the things of every- us

day life of thg time SU_Ch as fOOd’_drink’ leamh-lorgaire liadurtha lomthach; agus
clothes, learning and literature, faith and maol-mheilit maoidhteach mio-

superstitions, houses and rooms, imple- ghniomhach; agus
ments and tools. In thBarantaswe nioscoid neanntach
catch a glimpse the poets of Ireland, in charthannach; agus
the Penal days, letting their hair down poitaire pleidhceamhail plamasach;

neamh-

and having theraic.

Eoghan Ruadh wrote several
Barantais when his was living in the
Cork—Limerick border country. One was
for the 'arrest' of his friend, Muiris O
Griobhtha (Maurice Griffin). The mock
legalistic introduction displays a richness
and a majesty of language in which
Eoghan and his fellow poets rejoiced:

Criocha mion-ailne Mumhan agus an
chuid eile d'Eirinn iathghlas oilednaigh;

Le hEoghan Ua Suilleabhain .i.

Aon de dheirbh-bhreitheamhain na
saoithe-¢igse ar feadh na gcriocha
roimh-raidhte go huile.

De bhrigh go bhfuarthas fior-fhaisneis
re ceart-diteamh dise deagh-dhaoine. ..

The fine, lovely lands of Munster and
the other part of Ireland of the green
fields and islands;

By Eoghan Ua Suilleabhain, to wit,

one of the true judges of the noble poets
throughout all of the aforesaid territories.

In consequence of my receiving true
evidence in the assured testimony of a
pair of gentlemen. ..

agus
raiméisidhe righin run-chealgach; agus
tirim-tharbhan tim-thoirtéiseach,

i gcluas-phollaibh diamhara agus
i gcomraibh doimhne do-eolais an
tSléibhe Riabhaigh

At the same time and exact period when
lived the chiefs of learning and the
eloquent, court-convening (Courts of
Poetry), luscious, merriment-producing,
faithful poets of the noble, revered true
choice of the artistic treasures of the Irish,
there nestled and regularly hung out—

a dumb bardeen of blundering words and
of amateurishness; and hoarse grumbling,
decrepit-old complainer; a dour, buck-
toothed, fierce ignoramus; a rapacious,
utter mountebank of feeble deeds; a
barking, howling-voiced prater; and
fleecing, insipid imitator; a boastful,
useless, bald clumsy fellow; and a
venomous, uncharitable crank; and a
stupid, insincere toper; and a sluggish, evil-
intentioned ranter; and a flauntingly
ostentatious, sterile bullock,

in the obscure, cave-holes and the deep,

ban

tabhairt cloinne dhoéibh ris na
healadhantaibh so .i.

an gniomh na tainigh ris do dhéanamh
anallod

tré dhith dea-uirlse agus lachta
lantorthtila ginitina.

It is attested also by these witneses that
this brazen rhymer / goes among the barren
women of Coshlehas a healer with herbal
plants and astrology / under the guise of a
properly trained gynaecologist / to produce
pregnancy for them by means of these arts
i.e. / the deed he could never manage / for
lack of a proper tool and fertile procreative
fluid

The words'Cois Sléibhe'might be
interpreted to be anymountain side"
but, in the context of this composition
however, they clearly refer to the Barony
of Cois Sléibhe (Coshlea) in the County
Limerick.

Muiris was a school master from
Baile an Ghadai (Ballingaddy, close to
Kilmallock) in the Barony of Coshlea.
He in his turn wrote darantasagainst
Eoghan:

Whereas tainig / fiordireamh

Miuris O Griofa do dhias smisteoiri
.i. Eoghan O Suilleabhain agus Uilliam
O hEichiarainn . Contae Luimnigh to
wit.

Ag seo faisnéis agus petition Dhaivi
Ui Andin do lathair fiorbhreathin na
suadhéigse agus na cuirte gaoise da
thaobh an tSléibhe rathmhair ranga-
saigh Riabhaigh, mar ata Sean O
Ceallaigh, Aindrias Mac Craith,
Conchar O Daélaigh, Sean Cundun,
Padraig O Cuileannain, Diarmaid O
Laoire etc. acht Muiris O Griofa, da
iarraidh orthu mo ghearan do ghlacadh,
agus mo mhasladh do dhioghailt, ar
dhis smisteoiri dearfa dithchabharthacha
da gcomharsanaibh disle féin .i.
Uilliam beadai bladartha binnbhriath-
rach O hEichiarainn ris a raitear gile
agus milleadh na gcaoingcuileann,
agus Eoghan Rua rabairneach
ragairneach réastalach, trustalach
téstalach tonmhuinteartha, liosta
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leadranach luaithintinneach, iolchear- thundering quick-witted multiskilled] regular visitor to Port Salon, a dozen

dach O Stiilleabhain ris a raitear Tarbh O’Sullivan ... miles north of Rathmullan on the shores
an Bhothair n6 Lascaig-iad-Timpeall. . of Lough Swilly, and his letters show
familiarity with Rathmullan too.

Whereas—a true account

Maurice Griffin for a pair of heavies i.e. Dear reader, | am only getting goi In 1940 Lewis gave a talk to the

o el - on this composition which has somnje Martlets Society in Oxford entitlethe
wen O’Sullivan and William Ahern. . . .
County Limerick to wit. real_ly great stuff in it but | have_ run o Kapp_a Element in Romandeappa being
Herewith evidence and petition of David of time and have to submit this to ogr the first letter of the Greek word for
Hannon Presented to the true judges of thekind Editor before | get the sack. THe "hidden". Lewis argues that it's more
cultured poets and the wise court on thereason for me not having the time jo than plot or characterisation that keeps
slopes of prosperous and ordered Bally-finish this part of the Eoghan Ruadh us going back to particular works of
houra Mountains which are John O’Kelly, story is a gentleman named Kaalam Jdghnliterature. Language yes, but not just
Andrew McGrath, Connor O’Daly, John @ Domhnaill who came into the worl§l language for its own sake, rather for
Condon, Patrick O'Cullinane, Dermot at .08 a.m. on Tuesday 30th Augysthow it's used to convey this hidden
O'Leary etc. Maurice Criffin has resolved 2011 weighing 9lb 150z! He has bedn quality. Shakespeare's chief achievement
to ask them to accept his complaint, andy,» 0,5 of the attention of his lovelly in Hamlet was to communicate to us a
reprgach and punish a pair of heaV'esMammy and me since that time. | wijl "vast, empty vision"So we go back to
positively unhelpful from the same lowly . , .
district i.e. William fussy flattering sweet continue the story_ (_)f thBarantasfor | these works in the same way that we go
spoken Ahern, seducer of fair maidens; the New Year edition. Hopefully, by "back to a fruit for its taste; to an air
and Eoghan wasteful fastliving longstrided that time we will have had a little bit of for...... what? for itself; to a regiofor
tramping proud leather-necked lumbering sleep. its whole atmosphere, to Donegal for its
Donegality and to London for its
Londonness. It is notoriously difficult to
Stephen Richards put these tastes into worti his word,
"donegality"is used by Ward repeatedly
as he explores how Lewis demonstrates
this same ability in his own writing,
where the numinous quality of land-
scape, whether benign or sinister, is

Lament For Donegal strikingly portrayed. One can find the

N ) ) same thing in most of John Buchan's
"Who needs Mauritius when you can Lewis, and mention one of the most hoyels—see especiaMitchwood—and

have the delights of Donegal® the  original and interesting books I've read | would argue that the most believable
not very snappy headline over an articlein recent years. It's callélanet Narnia:  character inThe Return of the Nativs
by the Irish-born Judith Woods in the The Seven Heavens in the Imaginationggdon Heath.
Daily Telegraphof 24th September. of C.S. Lewisand it's by Michael Ward, Some might think that this is to
Well, since recent accounts from an Anglican clergyman, published by |apour an obvious point: the quality or
Mauritius are not very encouraging, | Oxford University Press, 2008. Ward's gtmosphere of a landscape or town, the
suppose | would have to agree with Ms thesis is that, behind the bluff, masculine, genius locj is often palpable. Different
Woods. Her holiday base, Rathmullan dogmatic image that Lewis presented topjaces give us different vibes. | suppose
House, is a pleasant place to spend ahe world, there was the subtle, cryptic the mood of a landscape will often
long weekend; and the chances of beingmind of a Dante-obsessed mediaevalistjnteract with a mood of our own to
attacked and murdered by hotel staff in So we have the Narnia stories, apparentlyproduce a distinct sort of reaction in
your room are comfortingly remote. You dashed off, subject to a hodge-podge ofeach of us as we pass through. Dr. John-
can wander along the beach and thinkinfluences, and united only by Lewis's gon, no sentimentalist, declared that,
about Rory O'Donnell's abduction from storytelling verve. For Ward, however, “that man is little to be envied, whose
there as a fifteen year old, and his laterthese are cunningly crafted works, eachpatriotism wouldnot gain force upon
exodus in 1607 with his associates, afterunobtrusively but (once you have the the plain of Marathon, or whose piety
they realized that for Gaelic Ulster it key) unmistakably themed around one woy|d not grow warmer amoribe ruins
was the end of an old song. of the planets of mediaeval cosmology. of |ona”; which raises the further
Uniquely for Donegal, | think, and We're not talking here simply about a gyestion as to the extent to which—if at
probably unusually for Ireland, the strand series of clues but about the whole moodg||—places still carry about with them
at Rathmullan is fringed by native wood- and atmosphere of each story. the memories of the things that have
land, criss-crossed by little paths leading happened there, or if our more intense
to and from the beach. At times it  Atmosphergthat's the word. We use o ion stems simply from our know-
wouldn't take much to persuade me of it as shorthand to refer to something o 4qe of these things. Human beings are
the truth of the late Jack McCann's We'ré not capable of defining, or that oy o ggestible, but | wouldn't like
dictum that there are more miles of beachmaybe is indefinable. | envy those con- v 14 rule out the former.
in Donegal than in the whole of the temporaries who were taken every

Readers are invited to respond to these views

United States, and sand of the highestsummer to Donegal, or other parts of The Long March
quality too. Ireland indeed, as children back in the ~ Sadly, I have to say to Ward that for
sixties, when the living was easy if you Donegal itsdonegalityis a fast fading
Narnia Revisited were Northern Irish middle class, Prot- flower. I very much doubt if there are

I'd now like to take a leap, but not estant or Catholic. Fifty or so years any readers more familiar with the
much of a leap, in the direction of C.S. before then, the young C.S. Lewis was aCounty than | am, so on this subject if



on not many others | can speak with wellbeing, is the main thing, and the appeared in one of the Ballymena papers.
total confidence. Over the past twenty destruction I'm complaining about is the It concerned a young man who was
years with the same six or seven malenecessary cost of progress........ Well, overheard singing Loyalist songs at the
friends I've walked from Pettigo up the economy of Donegal is a mess too.top of his voice as he proceeded on foot
through the spine of the county, the Donegal never got many scraps fromalong Albert Place in the town. When
Bluestacks, and then on to Falcarragh,the table of the Celtic Tiger, except for spoken to about his conduct by a police
by way of Errigal, a lovely climb but a the holiday homes, usually bad or in- officer he replied, memorably intend

bit awkward to come down the other different, scattered all over the place asto sing what | like, where | like, as |
side. We then took an unbelievable threeif they had fallen randomly from the like". If you substitutébuild" for "sing"

years to circumambulate the Inishowen sky. you have what could be the Donegal
Peninsula. In between times we were county motto.

involved in other walking projects, but After The Gold Rush

back in February 2007 we started outin ~ Solid joys and lasting treasure, to Paradise Lost

the south at the St. John's Point areaguote another hymnwriter, John Newton, My first real experience of Donegal
near Dunkineely, but stupidly not as far have not been the experience of Donegalvas in the late seventies. | remember
south as we should have started, i.e.people after the gold rush, apart from quite liking Dunfanaghy but being
Rossknowlagh Strand. The idea was, andhe lucky few who sold development surprised at the haphazard housing
is, to walk the Donegal coast, and we'veland at the top of the market and held ondevelopment around Bunbeg and Derry-
now rounded Horn Head. We're intend- to the money. The gold rush, we know beg. It was in the mid-eighties | think
ing to do Inishowen again on the way, now, produced only fool's gold. As | that the phenomenon known as
so it's four and a half years gone andunderstand it, the mainstays of the'bungalow blight' was first seriously
probably about six to go. Never let it be Donegal economy have historically been discussed. But years, decades, went by
said that we don't think long term. fishing, tweeds and knitwear, and tour- and nobody did anything about it.

Of course we've been aging, almostism, plus, presumably, money sent home | confess I'm not the most observant
imperceptibly | think, since our first fine by the diaspora. of people, and | don't suppose my
careless rapture when we stepped outon The EU fishing free-for-all has put aesthetic antennae are all that finely
the Ulster Way in the mid-1980s, only paid to the fishing industry; and | was developed. Repeated exposure to the
one or two of us married then, and all hearing on RTE radio lately that the rape of Donegal has probably dulled my
then childless. The barbed wire fences,foreign fleets have been coming closer sensitivity still further. Even so, 1 still
which have been planted in great num-to the shore all the time and are disturb-feel the anger rising up inside me at the
bers all over the nine Counties by ing traditional spawning grounds. appalling vistas we encounter hour by
friendly landowners, may give us a Killybegs may not quite be a ghost town hour on the trail. | don't now expect
longer pause for thought, and walking yet, but the fish processing industry theremuch and I'm not disappointed. | can
poles have become a bit more fashion-has nearly petered out, and thatonly imagine how this horrendous
able among us but, to all intents and distinctive and (to me) lovely fishy smell archipelago must appear to the eager
purposes we're recognisable as the samas you come in along the road is muchyoung backpackers from Germany and
sprightly bunch of lads. fainter. Scandinavia, or to the affable trans-

Now that I've established my creden-  The textile industry has gone too, atlantic golfing and fishing retirees, if
tials | would like to make a simple victim of outsourcing and lack of they still come on holiday to Ireland at
observation: Donegal is a mess. Theinvestment. all. And it would be nice if there was
hymn written by the youthful Bishop of That basically leaves tourism as the some semblance of a continuous path
Calcutta, Reginald Heber (composed inlast best hope of Donegal. And tourism, along the coast, as opposed to little
20 minutes they say), as frequently as we know, is a double-edged sword.flickering suggestions of paths. The
guoted by Bertie Wooster, has a verseThe imperative to preserve the featuresPembrokeshire Coastal path hasn't done

that goes: that attract tourists in the first place any harm to Pembrokeshire.
(remote beaches, peaty smells, Gaeltacht, The western Counties of Ireland, with
What though the spicy breezes mountain and cliff scenery, fishing, golf, their fragile visual amalgam of moor-
Blow soft o'er Ceylon's isle, walking, quaint villages with pubs land, lake, bog and mountain, might have
Where every prospect pleases, containing cloth-capped men playing the been expected to be the subjects of

And only man is vile? fiddle) comes up against the other sensitive development. There are parts

imperative to develop proper facilities of alpine Austria and Switzerland that
in terms of accommodation and so on toare quite densely populated by Irish
meet the demand. | could have under-standards, but somehow that landscape
stood it if the planners (I use the word can cope with development, even ill-
Donegal Igndscape,‘so that every pros1003er) and local representatives hadconsidered development, in a way that
pect certainly doesn't please. Th_e place rappled with these issues and at timeshe west of Ireland can't. There the new
has been trashed. How ha_s this be_ergot it wrong. We all make wrong calls dwellings are predominantly wooden in
allowed to happen? My main focus is from time to time, often discernible only finish, and they nestle into a largely

on this environmental vandalism, per- with hindsight. But no, the landscape wooded landscape.

pitrattka)d_ovelr g‘.gn?; I((jecades by per?pthwas been vandalized with no thought for Bv contrast new housing in Doneaal
WhO Obviously didnit know or care what G o ¢or the needs of tourists. The tourists y 9 9

they were doing. But just in case Some-, o one the better, rather ten timesfand the.west tends to make a statemlent

body might accuse me of being precious . in conflict with the landscape. | don't
T S worse, for it. )

over this, just in case it's argued that the particularly want to dwell at length on

quality of life, the sense of economic About thirty years ago a court report the obvious, and once | start | might
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The vileness of man is | suppose a
theological given, but unfortunately that
vileness has now been inflicted on the



find it hard to stop, but here are a few to to treat the County as their own private pockmarked by a rash of hideous
be going on with: the random placing of fiefdom. And that was because at a building.
houses, usually bright white against the national level nobody cared. Northerners
russet moorland landscape; the in-are more engaged, geographically, If | had to choose holiday destin-
appropriate designs; the non-native culturally and emotionally with Donegal, ations within Ireland | think | would go
plantings; the placing of houses in which after all is a very Ulster County. for Waterford, Wexford and Wicklow,
exposed elevated locations, presumablyBut it belongs to all of us, and we have where the damage has been contained to
to maximise the views and "make a abused the trust. some degree. But when compared with
statement"” (they certainly do that); the  Brendan Clifford has commented the west coast of Scotland for instance,
sprawling aspect of what used to be fairly that for rural Cork the capital city was or with mid and west Wales, most of
compact villages in the Gaeltacht; the London; for most of Donegal it was Ireland fails the test afonegality It's a
raw, unfinished state of many of the Glasgow, and the Scottish connectiongreat mystery to me how such de-
houses, sitting in a seemingly permanentleft its mark on Donegal fiddling. And struction can be spread over such
untended wilderness, not a GM Hopkins- Donegal Gaelic-speakers are easilydepopulated areas. Meanwhile the
like wilderness of'wildness and wet" understandable by their counterparts intraditional clachanshave been allowed
but a dreary suburban wilderness. the Hebrides. But Dublin didn't take any to fade away. And the traditional life of
interest in the peculiar cultural and visual Donegal is now largely a memory:

That's not to say that there aren't still eco-system of the county.
areas of Donegal that are comparatively

unspoiled. I'm thinking of the National L .
; madness. For historical reasons—and I'm
Parks (Slieve League and Glenveagh) . :
not unmindful of the scandalous evict-

of course, parts of the Bluestacks, and,ions in Doneaal by the Adair familv in
as we were reminded at the start of gal by y

1861—Ireland isn't blessed with a
October, the sireich of coast from lethora of cute historic villages and
Magheragroarty to Horn Head. P 9

small towns. In many parts of England
it can be seen how the built environment
has dovetailed with the natural environ-

could have had its identity preserved. ment to produce a very pleas!ng_ ambi-

S ence. In the absence of this it was
This isn't a lament for the era of the incumbent on the Irish State to make
John Hinde postcards, the red-haired

| view this inaction as a form of

If....
If Donegal had been done right by, it

irls, the donkeys carrying creels of turf < <Y effort to preserve the numinous
s, y ying quality of the western seaboard counties,

where the beauty came straight from the
hand of God (or, if you prefer, unguided
natural processes). It wasn't that the
effort failed, which might have been
excusable, but that the effort wasn't

etc. I'm certainly not opposed to
development, jobs and industry, but |
just can't see why it all had to be so

ugly; and why there was so little payback

in terms of real development of the

economy. The National Park status of

"There was plenty of life. We used
to have an awful lot of country house
dancing—ordinary houses, you know.
It was a great population up in our
area then... and now they're all gone.
Half the houses are shut up, including
our house now, where | was born; it's
a ruin. It's a shame, a shame... There
was a crowd in every house, and you
could have a dance any night in the
week. You could always get a crowd
to dance and play music. There was
seventeen fiddle players in our
townland at one time" (Con McGinley
from Meenacross, Donegal, as quoted
by Pete Cooper inThe Mel Bay
Complete Irish Fiddle Player).

It's interesting to follow the present

planning controversy in England over
the new proposal that the default answer
to

the question of"sustainable

the Lake District in England has pro- made.

duced a win win situation. It's full of
tourists; and the economy and the general
culture haven't suffered. In both parts of
Ireland a strong sentiment exists that is
opposed to National Parks. This is our
land and nobody is going to tell us what
to do. If we want to foul our own
backyard that's our prerogative.

development'should beyes. If David
Cameron means what he says about
localism, it's argued, he would leave
guestion about Irish patriotism. I'm not thes‘? deC|S|on_s to 'OC"?" communities.
an Irish nationalist but | like to think I'm The |r_1ference is that this WO.UId _put an
effective brake on the machinations of

an lIrish patriot. Surely the love of a the devel it b trast that
country, region, district or whatever . € developers. [t seems by contrast tha

involves an attachment to its physical in both parts of Ireland it's the locals
contours, visual aspect, smell, and feel.Who (_)ften want to say yes. Local
I'm not necessarily arguing either that In general the Irish haven't behaved as ifcouncnl_ors haye been keen t_o chalk up
if only Donegal had been included in they love their country. It's like a family re-elgctlon_ points by pandering tp the
the Six (Seven?) Counties, it would have protesting about their love for the old get rich quick schemes of Ioc_al bunder_s
been saved. But it might have beenhomestead, where perhaps their ageoand farmers. In the Republic Fhere IS
spared the extremes of devastation. Myparents live, while happily seeing it go supposefj to be a SySte”_" of third p_a_rty
own view is that everything west of to rack and ruin. The Nazis had asloganappeal' 'm not sure how it works or if it
Letterkenny should have become aaboutblut undboden blood and land, has workgq at_ all. The absence of any
National Park. | wonder sometimes where the blood stood for the perceived such provision in Northern Ireland means
whether the Dublin Government could pure ethnicity of the German nation. The that devglopgrs can come back again
really have cared less about Donegal oraim of the nationalist ideology was to and agan with var_|ed s_,chemes and if
whether anything has changed. Some offree the land of Ireland, not just to free the planning autho_nty still says no they
the Dublin academic and political class the Irish people, because they could ¢an go to the Planning Appeals Tribunal.
had holiday homes up there and thatalways free themselves by leaving theI Suppose that last sentence should now
was all they wanted to know. | seem to land. But once the Free State came anng!Je n th? past tense. It has all become
recall a the report of a murder of an and the Republic after it, the land seemedacademlc now, as We survey the wreck-
elderly farmer in Donegal in which it to be forgotten. In fact it became en- age_left behind by the boom years, so
was stated that the local Gardai seemedlaved by barbed wire fences, andthIS s a lament. *

Land Of Lost Content
This raises an interesting (for me)



perspective.

]ack Lane McDowell and Webb in their wis-
dom say the reason for the low numbers
is a mystery. How convenient! Mc
Dowell was the very personification of
Trinity scholarship, and pomposity, but
one could expect that he would be a

. little more forensic than resorting to mys-
Academlc Excellence? teries in writing the history of the subject

Student Numbers Of The Middle PastSeptemberrish ~ CI0S€St t0 his heart. (And in any case,
In the September 2011 edition of the  Political Review  the article he is refer- surely, it's only C?‘”})OI'CS who rely on
ish Polical Review Jeff Dudgeon 8 € 15 1B el Saiediie Ty (0CTCD ok of access 1o rlevant
. . | u
ergt?r?:r?;?tlilgl\g? gﬁjﬁctha&pg'tgttgggi by of Church & State, the Second Quarter). information that he needed the inter-
Trinity College, Dublin : cession of a mystery. He may well have
’ ' known all the graduates of 1902!

Trinity's Works And Pomps
Part 4

Comparisons
This is a rather desperate effort by

2011), Jack Lane wrote an article Jeff to explain away the obvpus—the
entitledTrinity: Rack-RenterHe made ~ @Pysmally low numbers attending TCD
repeated play of the college having at the time and the reasons why. Even
“only 183 students by 1902”, (p10, the number 183 had referred to graduate
quoting from p76 in a book by R.B. for that year, it only proves the point of . oo .
McCarthy) to illustrate Trinity's in- how the low the numbers were that year. silent sister”, compared with |ts_pe§rs,
adequacies, not to mention its greed. |f that many had graduated, it is pretty Oxford and Cambridge. Those institu-
"As a Trinity Seanad candidate, | certain that not many more had entered!o"'S naturally attracted more students—
feel | must make it clear that that figure e courses that culminated that year.alnd the more serious and able students.
is quite wrong and the point thereby The standards required were not so The relevant graduates in this debate,
lost. The figure quoted is, | suspect, a demandin . Dudgeon and McDowell, are true to that
. . g as to exclude multitudes. e .
misunderstanding around the number == graduate of the time, J. Chartres tradition—they are also silent on an

of students who matriculated in 1902 . i explanation for one of the most siani-
Molony, described the pathetic entrance P . 9
not the total at the college. y P ficant facts about theialma mater It

"As TCD's courses were four years Procedure: I'entered Trinity College in L
|ong you would have to mu|tip|y by 1894. The entrance examination is little \t,\C/)(z)utli?Oé);traa):’](;Oa(.)dr[f]]qil:(t-:f};‘et]%Cet)S(amIne It
four to get an approximate total number more than a formality: the man who TCD y le in lif it ' N
of students in the college in any one finds a difficulty in passing it must be so d Sfo eh'.n ! ewa_i, notto ptrqmo ?
year. The number in 1902 was deficient in either natural intelligence acaherr;]lcl acd levemen X eixczp 'ESO ?r
therefore aCtUa”y some 800 nOt 183. or in SUCh rudimentary |earning as may aSt athe pe maintain Ire an. as Oya'

" R.B. McDowell and David Webb ¢ acquired at school, as to have smaII'St and Protestant. However, it was also
note on pages 499-500 dfrinity ' failing in that project at the time and to
College Dublin 1592-1952, ; | survive it eventually had to go cap in
Academic History (1982) thathe gat?nOfig n;;Zc;rrn%%jg?;It?erzﬁlizOlugcgé hand to an Irish Government that was,
pronounced minimum at 1902 remains, . orY its very existence, the clearest evid-

however, a mystery'indicating 1902 just 'Iess than 1,000 graduated at O>.<for . :
was the lowest year for new students and just less than 1,400 at Cambridge”"¢® possible of that failure.

to start with..." (Jeff Dudgeonjssues ~ That puts TCD's figures in their proper ~ Must do better, Jeff!

"On a separate topic, in the latest
Church and Statg€Second Quarter, Explanation
The real reason is no mystery to
gnyone not besotted with the pomposity
if TCD. TCD was a dud university,

nown universally at the time as the

justification for presenting himself at the

IT'S GRIM UP NORTH? ON A VISIT TO EDINBURGH
They sell out their country: writers, High up on the sandstone walls of Cowgate
TV presenters and comedians, the plaque with a photo of James Connolly,
double-faced journalists. Arcadia safe from the hands of drunken loyalist hate,
they seek, fleeing the backward gauleiter though not from cold-sober state felony.
of ireland, blaming paedophile clergy, The invading tourists file past below,
(a whole new meaning to being priest-ridden) sunny pub forecourts, the night club their goal.
wear poppy, be stage-Irish when bidden. With scarcely a glance upwards they ignore
The green now grows on their soul as algae. the martyred with whom they cannot condole.
Up North the Protestant worships his soil, Princes Street, The Royal Mile of bazaar brand.
the Catholic also steadfast in their land. Less industry means little unrest,
From touching the forelock they both recoil. money-markets pay chavs to be becalmed.
Orangies drum their house is not built on sand. Illegals let in swamp tradition best.
The Taig solid in identity boils. Born Cowgate’s Little Ireland of the crammed
But they dignify outside England's plan. he detonated Ireland’s freedom fest.
Wilson John Haire Wilson John Haire
29th September, 2011 6th July, 2011
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& So On...

Darwin & Malthus & Cobbett

"...if it be allowed that the sub-
sistence for man which the earth
affords might be increased every
twenty-five years by a quantity equal
to what it at present produces, this will
be supposing a rate of increase much
greater than we can imagine that any
possible exertions of mankind could
make it.

"It may be fairly pronounced, there-

Joe Keenan

Political Economy can be much or

little. It can be the texts of an academic excuse their master's appeal to the pur-
argument as to the utility of Government poseful language of struggle and war as
proposals to raise or lower this that or metaphor; a metaphorical case from the
the other tax. Or it can be the main social world being applied to the natural
business of generations, the substancephere by way of explanation, to make
of social life and the sticking point of things clearer don't you know. It is
political conflict, such as Malthusian nothing of the sort. In Darwin the meta-
Political Economy has been and, with phor is the message, meant for all the
the unravelling of Ernest Bevin's welfare worlds of English striving. A simple
message: just this, resist us and die.

state, may very well be again.
Malthusianism is a politics of oppres-

sion writ large on an economics of greed. classes of England, the men and women
Itis a Political Economy of class warfare, who created the wealth of that nation,
along the lines of which the English and their families, was much the same,
bourgeoisie arranged itself for Imperial but even more bluntly stated: resist us
domination, against which the English or not, it makes no difference, we'll have
working class first came to an intimation your lives and the product of your lives,

fore, that, considering the present
average state of the earth, the means
of subsistence, under circumstances the
most favourable to human industry,
could not possibly be made to increase
faster than in an arithmetical ratio.

Darwin's apologists constantly

"In this supposition no limits
whatever are placed to the produce of
the earth. It may increase for ever and
be greater than any assignable quantity;
yet still the power of population being
in every period so much superior, the
increase of the human species can only
be kept down to the level of the means
of subsistence by the constant
operation of the strong law of neces-
sity, acting as a check upon the greater
power" (Essay On Population, Vol. 1,
pp8 - 11).

Malthus's message to the productive

of itself as embodying a collective and we'll see you dead.

purpose, the beginnings of its conscious-
ness of itself as a class.
Over the past thirty years the English

Four pages to argue his principle of
The Basic Four Pages population, a great deal of the rest to

The basic principle of Malthusian consider how population growth of the

working class has failed its collective science is simply that population, if lower orders might best behecked”
self, fallen into a poltical unconscious- unchecked, increases at a geometric raté\nd so...

ness and been struck socially dumb. Thewhile food supply increases at only an

But first...

untimely thought in such a season mustarithmetic rate. And that principle is
then be to enter upon a phase of firstestablished, insofar as it can be, in the A Moment Set Aside To Praise

principles and go back to that beginning. space of four pages at the beginning of a
book of some 600 pages (in the two
volumes of the Everyman edition):

Darwin & Malthus & So On...

In his autobiography Darwin des-
cribed how, fifteen months into his
detailed inquiry into the origin of species,
he read Malthus's Ess&n Population
for amusement, and discovered therein
the principle of a struggle for existence
which gave him the core of the theory
around which he organised the data of
his peculiarly English theory of evolu-
tion. His theory, he said, in the 1844
draft of his specimen book, his book of
lists of the names of things, fs..the
doctrine of Malthus applied in most
cases with ten-fold force"

Darwin's war of all against all,
survival of the fittest, his theory of devil
take the hindmost, was born out of the
concerns of the Political Economy of
class war. It was developed and pro-
moted most precisely as a weapon in
that war, teaching the lesson that
throughout the natural as well as the
social world the strongest and deadliest,
the wealthiest and most vicious always
win.

The Parson And To Savour
The Parson's Joke

Such of Parson Malthus's defenders

"...to be perfectly sure that we are @S !have read are usually driven to com-
far within the truth, we will take the Plain on his behalf that Malthus didn't
slowest of these rates of increase, asay this or he didn't mean that. When
rate in which all concurring testimonies they are referring to claims that Malthus
agree, and which has been repeatedlyadvocated contraception they are quite
ascertained to be from procreation right, he didn't. But for the rest of it they
only. are mostly splitting hairs.

“ltmay safely be pronounced, there- 45\ yever, there is this to be said for
fore, that population, when unchecked, him, which really is quite a lot to be said

goes on doubling itself every twenty- for anyone from his time and in his place
five years, or increases in a geometrical y . P ’
In the same early section of the book

ratio.
"The rate according to which the where he expounds his principle, Mal-
productions of the earth may be sup- thus says this:
posed to increase, it will not be so "There are many parts of the globe,
easy to determine. Of this, however, indeed, hitherto uncultivated, and
we may be perfectly certain, that the almost unoccupied; but the right of
ratio of their increase in a limited exterminating, or driving into a corner
territory must be of a totally different where they must starve, even the
nature from the ratio of the increase of  inhabitants of these thinly-peopled
population. A thousand millions are regions, will be questioned in a moral
just as easily doubled every twenty- view" (ibid., pp8-9).

five years by the power of population . o
as a thousand. But the food to support That is a remarkably human position

the increase from the greater numberfor any English writer to put his name to
will by no means be obtained with the at that time. Quite a brave thing to do as
same facility... well.



It certainly infuriated the poet Samuel couldn't imagine that anyone else mightthe lower orders, which the available
Taylor Coleridge who was in no doubt do so. But then | had to go through it food supply could not sustain, had to
about the perfect morality of genocide. more carefully and came across thisdie; die of hunger or disease or die in

In 1803 or thereabouts, when the passage, the conclusion to which | amwar, but surely die.

second edition of Malthus's Essay wasfairly sure is intended to be, not to put

In the second edition, following some

published, Coleridge was living with his too fine a point on it, not altogether amicable correspondence with William

friend and brother-in-law, another poet, serious.

Robert Southey. Southey received a
review copy of the book and both he
and Coleridge annotated the margins of
the book with notes for the review.

(For what follows | rely on George
Reuben Potter's articléUnpublished
Marginalia in Coleridge's Copy of
Malthus's Essay on Populatidnom the
Proceedings of the Modern Language
Association, Vol. 51, No. 4 (Dec., 1936),
ppl061-1068, as corrected and added to
by Kenneth Curry idA Note on Cole-
ridge's Copy of MalthusPMLA, Vol.

54, No. 2 (Jun., 1939), pp613-615.)

A marginal note by Coleridge refers
to Malthus's comments on the im-
morality of genocide:

"The stupid Ignorance of the Man! a
moral View!—And to begin such a
book as this without stating what a
moral View is!—If it be immoral to
kil a few Savages in order to get
possession of a country capable of
sustaining a 1000 times as many
enlightened and happy men, is it not
immoral to kill millions of Infants and
Men by crowded Cities, by Hunger,
and by the Pox?"

On page 45 of Coleridge's copy of
his book (page 41 of mine) Malthus had
written that the food supply of Indians
was decreasing and Southey this time
commented:

"The fur trade has been the main
cause of their latter diminution, they
destroyall the animals they can find—
not for food! but for their skins &

Godwin (who was, along with the Giron-
"The foundations, therefore, on din, Condorcet, the original target of the
which the arguments for the organic P00K), he allowed tha&moral restraint”
perfectibility of man rest are unusually might have a role to play in keeping the
weak, and can only be considered asbirth rate among the lower orders down.
mere conjectures. It does not, however, If the poor could learn to marry later
by any means, seem impossible that,and have fewer children not so many of
by an attention to breed, a certain them would, in the normal course of
degree of improvement similar to that things, have to die.
:mg;‘g anlm\z;\\llz m'gh.t taltlke placlg All of which was summed up in a
g men. ether intellect cou passage which appeared in the second

be communicated may be a matter of " ;
doubt; but size, strength, beauty, edition—before being removed from all

complexion, and, perhaps, even long- subsequent editions, presumably as being

evity, are in a degree transmissible. SImply too convenient for quotation (and
The error does not lie in supposing a hence is not in the Everyman edition of

small degree of improvement possible, the book, that being based on the seventh,

but in not discriminating between a possibly a posthumous, edition):

small improvement, the limit of which
is undefined, and an improvement
really unlimited. As the human race,
however, could not be improved in
this way without condemning all the
bad specimens to celibacy, it is not
probable that an attention to breed
should ever become general; indeed |
know of no well-directed attempts of
this kind, except in the ancient family
of the Bickerstaffs, who are said to
have been very successful in whitening
the skins and increasing the height of
their race by prudent marriages,
particularly by that very judicious cross
with Maud the milkmaid, by which
some capital defects in the constitu-
tions of the family were corrected."
(Malthus, ibid, Vol. 2., p9).

| suppose Maud the milkmaid

immediately stands out as a hint and a

these they exchange immediately or half, but really the giveaway is the name

ultimately for spirits. & by thus

Bickerstaff. Isaac Bickerstaff, esq. was

destroying their meat to obtain drink Richard Steele'som de whigvhen he
they are making room for better ¢, qaqThe Tatlein 1709. The Bicker-

tenants."

staff family, in which Maud married Sir

So the Parson had more of a sense ofValter, was a running joke in the maga-
honest decency in this regard than thezine, and finally appeared just about 100
Poets. And good for him! If only he Years later asahumorous touch in Parson
could have maintained that for his Malthus's book on population and the
recommendations on Poor Law Reform! restraining of it. And, for all I know,

But we'll get to that soon enough.

there are a hundred other such humour-

ous touches there that | didn't happen to
And now there's the matter of the Pick up on. And perhaps Darwin did

Parson's Joke.

indeed read itfor amusement”And so,

When | came across the statement inback now to serious.

Darwin's Autobiography that he read
Malthus's book"for amusement"|
assumed he was indulging in some

ing about theessay On Populatioand

Malthus & Cobbett & So On...

"A man who is born into a world
already possessed, if he cannot get
subsistence from his parents, on whom
he has a just demand, and if the society
do not want his labour, has no claim of
right to the smallest portion of food,
and, in fact, has no business to be where
he is. At nature's mighty feast there is
no vacant cover for him. She tells him
to be gone, and will quickly execute
her own orders, if he do not work upon
the compassion of some of her guests.
If these guests get up and make room
for him, other intruders immediately
appear demanding the same favour.
The report of a provision for all that
come, fills the hall with numerous
claimants. The order and harmony of
the feast is disturbed, the plenty that
before reigned is changed into scarcity;
and the happiness of the guests is
destroyed by the spectacle of misery
and dependence in every part of the
hall, and by the clamorous importunity
of those who are justly enraged at not
finding the provision which they had
been taught to expect. The guests learn
too late their error, in counteracting
those strict orders to all intruders,
issued by the great mistress of the feast,
who, wishing that all her guests should
have plenty, and knowing that she
could not provide for unlimited num-
bers, humanely refused to admit fresh
comers when her table was already
full" (quoted in'William Cobbett and
Malthusianism'by Charles H. Kegel,
Journal of the History of Ideas, Vol.
19, No. 3 (Jun., 1958), pp. 348-362).

The upper classes of course could

In the first edition of his Essay, fornicate and propagate to their hearts'
species or other of irony or the like. | Malthus allowed only two checks on delight and their bodies' outer limits.
hadn't found anything in the least amus-population growth: misery and vice. One Malthus considered the way of life of

way or another the excess population ofthe Regency upper set an adornment to
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English civilisation; so no restraint,

So, when Cobbett realised what

moral or otherwise, in that quarter, thank Malthus was about, the gloves came off
you very much. Adorn away! was the and stayed off until Malthus won and

Parson's message to the wealthy.
Initially, Cobbett, being originally

Cobbett shortly afterwards died.

And this is Malthus's statement of

very much an anti-Jacobin, was quite the practical point of himself:

taken with the Parson's book. In 1805,
in his Political Registey he spoke of
"the profound work of Mr. Malthus"
adding, "It is a principle founded in
nature that, population will, unless
checked by some extraordinary means,
always keep pace, and, indeed, tread
upon the heels of, subsisten¢glioted

in Kegel, ibid.).

Then it became clear to him that
Malthus's arguments were directed to
dismantling the existing Poor Law,
which inadequate and all as it was,
seemed to Cobbett a basically human
piece of work that permitted the poor a
social space in which to live, however
humbly, after a human fashion. In 1807
the Political Registerpublished three
letters attacking thEssay on Population
(signed A. O., these were in fact written
by William Hazlitt). From that point until
his death in 1835 Cobbett maintained a
root and branch assault on Malthus,
Malthusianism and all the unrestrained
population of its variants and by-blows
without exception.

| hope to write more extensively
about Cobbett, the very many multi-
farious works of his incredible career
and his legacy, elsewhere in the near to
medium down the line. For now, | can't
help but be much too general and far too
specific. Anyway, however inadequately
to the glorious memory of a great man,
here goes...

Cobbett & So On...

William Cobbett was himself at his
peak when the industrial revolution tie
together a number of developing strands
of the self-regulating market economy;
its commodification of land and labour
and its heroic use of starvation as the
dominant mode of labour relations.
Cobbett opposed all that in papers,
pamphlets and books which had a huge
circulation for the time, and an influence
much beyond that. The strength in argu-
ment, the knockabout style and fierce
tone of his journalism created something
that was neither a movement nor a party
but a definite thread of shared experi-
ence, common thought and communal
feeling among English working people.
Not class consciousness as such, perhaps
still far from that, but, all in all, all the
essential preconditions of an independent
working class political awareness are
there.

"As a previous step even to any
considerable alteration in the present
system, which would contract or stop
the increase of the relief to be given, it
appears to me that we are bound in
justice and honour formally to disclaim
the right of the poor to support.

"To this end, | should propose a
regulation to be made, declaring that
no child born from any marriage,
taking place after the expiration of a
year from the date of the law, and no
illegitimate child born two years from
the same date, should ever be entitled
to parish assistance. And to give a more
general knowledge of this law, and to
enforce it more strongly on the minds
of the lower classes of people, the
clergyman of each parish should, after
the publication of banns, read a short
address stating the strong obligation
on every man to support his own child-
ren; the impropiety, and even im-
morality, of marrying without a
prospect of being able to do this; the
evils which had resulted to the poor
themselves from the attempt which had
been made to assist by public institu-

horror. But, when this is moulded into
a distinct proposal and strong recom-
mendation, we can hardly find patience
sufficient to restrain us from breaking
out into a volley of curses on the head
of the proposer...

"But, before | proceed further, let us
have your proposition before us in your
own insolent words; first observing,
that, at the time when you wrote your
book, the Boroughmongers began to
be alarmed at the increase of Bwor-
rates. They boasted of wonderful
national prosperity; wonderful ease and
happiness; wonderful improvements in
agriculture; but, still the poor-rates
wonderfully increased. Indeed, they
seemed to increase with thecrease
of the Boroughmongersational pros-
perity; which might, | think, very fairly
be called the eighth wonder of the
world.

"Being in this puzzle, the Borough-
mongers found in a priest the advocate
of a method to rid them of their ground
of alarm. You, overlooking all the real
causes of the increase of the paupers,
assumed, without any internal proof,
and against all experience, that the
giving of relief is the cause of the evil;
and then you came to your proposition
of a remedy. The words, the infamous
words, are as follows..."

There follows the paragraph quoted

tions in a duty which ought to be aphoyve "To this end | should propose a

exclusively appropriated to parents;

and the absolute necessity which had
at length appeared of abandoning all
such institutions, on account of their

producing effects totally opposite to

those which were intended" (Malthus,

op. cit., vol. 2, pp301-302).

Within his ongoing commentary

upon and opposition to what Karl
Polanyi calledThe Great Trans-
¢ formation Cobbett addressed himself to
the second paragraph. This is frdm
Parson Malthus (On The Rights Of The
Poor; And On The Cruelty Recom-
mended By Him to Be Exercised
Towards The Poor)n the Political
Registeinf May 1819, famously the first
occasion upon which Malthus was called
Parson:

"Parson:

"I have, during my life, detested
many men; but never any one so much
as you...No assemblage of words can
give an appropriate designation of you;
and, therefore, as being the single word
which best suits the character of such
a man, | call youParson, which,
amongst other meanings, includes that
of Boroughmonger tool...

"The bare idea o& law to punish a
labourer formarrying; the bare idea is
enough to fill one with indignation and

regulation to be made..." Cobbett
continues:

"You talk of the punishment of

nature' you talk othe laws of nature
having doomed him and his family to
starve'. Now, in the first place, the
laws of nature; the most imperative of
all her laws, bid hintove and seek the
gratification of that passion in a way
that leads to the procreation of his
species. The laws of nature bid man as
well as woman desire to produce and
preserve children. Your prohibition is
in the face of these imperative laws;
for you punish the illegitimate as well
as the legitimate offspring. | shall not
talk to you abouteligion, for | shall
suppose you, being a parson, care little
about that. | will not remind you, that
the Articles of the Church, to which
articles you havewaorn, reprobates the
doctrine of celibacy, as being hostile
to the Word of God; that the same
article declares that it is lawful for all
Christian men to marry; that one of
the Church prayers beseeches God that
the married pair may be fruitful in
children; that another prayer calls little
children as arrows in the hand of the
giant, and says that the man is happy
who has his quiver full of them; that
the Scriptures tell us that LOT'S
neighbours were consumed by fire and
brimstone, and that ONAN was




stricken dead; that adultery and forni-
cation are held, in the New Testament,
to be deadly sins: | will not dwell
upon any thing in this way, because
you, being a parson, would laugh in
my face. | will take you on your own
ground; thdaws of nature.

"The laws of nature, written in our
passions, desires and propensities;
written even in the organization of our
bodies; these laws compel the two
sexes to hold that sort of intercourse,
which produces children. Yes, say you;
but nature hasther laws, and amongst
those are, that man shall live fpod,
and that, if he cannot obtain food, he
shallstarve. Agreed, and, if there be a
man in England who cannot finth
the whole country, food enough to keep
him alive, | allow thatnature has
doomed him to starve. If, in no shop,
house, mill, barn, or other place, he
can find food sufficient to keep him
alive; then, | allow, that the laws of
nature condemn him to die.

"Oh!” you will, with parson-like
bawl, exclaim, “but he must not com-
mit robbery orlarceny!” Robbery or
larceny! what do you mean by that ?
Does the law of nature say any thing
about robbery or larceny? Does the
law of nature know any thing of these
things? No: the law of nature bids man
to take, whenever he can find it, what-
ever is necessary to his life, health,
and ease. So, you will quit the law of
naturenow, will you ? You will only
take it as far as serves your purpose of
cruelty. You will take it to sanction
your barbarity; but will fling it away
when it offers the man food.

"Your muddled parson's head has
led you into confusion here. Thaw
of nature bids a manot starve in a
land of plenty, and forbids his being
punished for taking food wherever he
can find it. Your law of nature is sitting
at Westminster, to make the labourer
pay taxes, to make him fight for the
safety of the land, to bind him in
allegiance, and when he is poor and
hungry, to cast him off to starve, or, to
hang him if he takes food to save his
life! That is your law of nature; that is
a parson's law of nature. | am glad,
however, that you blundered upon the
law of nature; because that is the very
ground, on which | mean to start in
endeavouring clearly to establish the
rights of the poor...

"The land, the trees, the fruits, the
herbage, the roots are, by the law of
nature, the common possession of all
the people. The social compact, entered
into for their mutual benefit and
protection... The social compact gives
rise, at once, to the wordsine and
thine. Men exert their skill and strength
upon particular spots of land. These
becometheir own. Arid when laws

come to be made, these spots are called
the property of the owners. But still
the property, in land, especially, can
never be seomplete andgbsolute as
to give to the proprietors the right of
withholding the means of existence,
or of animal enjoyment, from any
portion of the people; seeing that the
very foundation of the compact was,
theprotection andbenefit of the whole.
Men, in agreeing to give up their rights
to a common enjoyment of the land
and its fruits, never could mean to give
up, in any contingency, their right to
live and tolove and to seek the grati-
fication of desires necessary to the per-
petuating of their species. And, if a
contingency arise, in which men, with-
out the commission of any crime on
their part, are unable, by moderate
labour that they do perform, or are
willing to perform, or by contributions
from those who have food, to obtain
food sufficient for themselves and their
women and children, there is no longer
benefit andprotection to the whole;
the social compact is at an end; and
men have a right, thenceforward, to
act agreeably to the laws of nature. If,
in process of time, the land get into the
hands of a comparatively small part of
the people, and if the proprietors were
to prevent, by making parks, or in any
other way, a great part of the land
from being cultivated, would they have
a right to say to the rest of the people,
you shallbreed no more, if you do,
nature has doomed you to starvation?
Would they have have a right to say,
“We leave you to thgunishment of
nature?” If they were fools enough to
do this, the rest of the people would,
doubtless, snap them at their word,
and say, “Very well, themature bids
us live and love and have children,
and get food for them from the land:
here is a pretty park, I'll have a bit
here; you take a bit there, Jack”; and
so on. “What!” say the proprietors,
“would you take ouproperty?” “No:
but, if you will neither give us some of
the fruits without our labour, nor give
us some of them for our labour, we
will use some of the land, for starved
we will not be.” “Why do youove
and have children then?” “Because
nature impels us to it, and because our
right to gratify the passion of love was
never given up either expressly or
tacitly”.

"But there are thbelpless; there are
those who aréfirm; there are babies
and aged and insane persons. Are the
proprietors to support them? To be sure
they are; else whabenefit, what
protection, do these receive from the
social compact? If these are to be
refused protection, why is the feeble
and infirm rich man to be protected in
his property, or in any other way?

Before the social compact existed,
there were no sufferers fronelpless-
ness. The possession of every thing
being in common, every man was able,
by extraordinary exertion, to provide
for his helpless kindred and friends by
the means of those exertions. He used
more than ordinary industry; he dug
and sowed more than ordinary; all the
means which nature gave were at his
command according to his skill and
strength. And, when he agreed to allow
of proprietorship, he understood, of
course, that the helpless were, in case
of need, to be protected and fed by the
proprietors. Hence thgoor, by which
we ought always to mean thelpless
only, have a right founded in the law
of nature, and necessarily recognized
by the compact of every society of
men... If we are to be left to tipeinish-
ment of nature, leave us also to be
rewarded by nature. Leave us to the
honest dame all through the piece: she
is very impartial in rewards as well as
in her punishments: let us have the
latter and we will take the former with
all our hearts...

"...To suppose such athing possible
as a society, in which men, who are
able and willing to work, cannot
support their families, and ought, with
a great part of the women, to be
compelled to lead a life of celibacy,
for fear of having children to be
starved; to suppose such a thing pos-
sible is monstrous. But, if there should
be such a society, every one will say,
that it ought instantly to be dissolved,;
because a state of nature would be far
preferable to it...

"As to the poor, when the lands were
at first granted to individuals, those
individuals were the heads losfnds or
little knots of men. The leader, in time,
called himself theLord, arid those
under him hisvassals owilleins, or,
under-tenants, and almost slaves. The
lords had the services of the vassals
and villeins, and the vassals and villeins
were protected and taken care of by
the lords. So that, in this, the worst
state of things (always excepting the
present) th@oor must, of course, have
had a provision, they being in some
sort the property of the lords.

"When Christianity came to make
considerable progress in England, and
the lords of the lands became Christ-
ians... For a long while there was no
general law for the yielding of tithes;
but, when that charge was legally
imposed on all the lands, the poor were,
of course, every where entitled to this
fourth part. Villeinage being at this
time greatly diminished, it was proper
to provide a resource for the helpless
other than that of the tables of the
lords, and, therefore, this species of
hospitality was transferred to the
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church, from which the poor had a
right to demand a maintenance, and
from which they received it, too, until
the robbery of the poor (which has
been called aobbery of the church)
took place, in the reign of King Henry
the Eighth.

"Before that time, the poor were,
according to the common law, that is,
the settled law of the whole kingdom,
to be sustained by those who received
the tithes...

"Thus, then, clear as daylight stood
thelegal rights of the poor, previous to
the grand robbery of them, in the reign
of Henry the Eighth, when, and in a
few years afterwards, they were de-
spoiled of the whole of their reserved
resources. The tithes were eitheren
to courtiers, or tqriests with wives,
and thus they have continued to this
day.

"But, still, there would be poor and

helpless persons; and as there was nan overwhelming measure of almost all

gave them before the thing called the  But not intellectual force. Cobbett
Reformation; and that the law of the robbed Malthus and the Malthusians, he
land only supplied, in this respect, the yopbed Political Economy, of intellectual
prllace_ Orflthe I?whof nature. | have trached force. And all that intellectual force he
Leel Irclagsstsei?hetr f?or%ﬂ?lgbmefitgllrfb;u? bequeathed to the labouring masses; they
Ne'pless, eithe . vy . who had once been peasants and crafts-
or from inability to find labour; | have .

men, who were not yet a working class.

traced their rights down, from the ) :
origin of the social compact to the  CObbett's argument, counterposing

present day, and have shown that men the living law of love against Political
when they originally gave up their right Economy, standing on Common Law
of possessing the land in common, and common sense, was, to say the least
never gave up, either for themselves, of it, the bedrock of the Common People
or for future generations, the right of who became the English working class.
living, loving, and perpetuating their  Thanks to Cobbett, English workers
like." were poltically literate before they could
And So On... really be said to be politically conscious.
In the event then Malthus's argument His Political Register his Two-Penny
prevailed, and inevitably so. It was the Trash his History Of The Protestant
argument from power, for which any "Reformation” in England and Ireland

plausible syllogism or three would do to his Rural Rideswere the school-books
add the appearance of moral rigour to of Chartism and the first Trade Unionists.

All in all and so on, Cobbett put

such man as you at hand to recommendthe forces; SociaL economiC, p0||t|ca| much in the mix of the riSing class that

the 'punishment of nature”, provision

and military. in Bevin's hands became a Risen People.

was made for the poor in the way @f
rate, ortax. Hence arose the preseft
system of Poor-laws, which, for tho
unable to work, provide food an
raiment; and, for those able to work,
employment, whereby they may obtajn
food and raiment. And IB\CKSTONE,
in his enumeration of th&ights of
Persons, has this right to be sustain
in case of need. “Thlaw”, says he,
“not only regardslife and member,
and protects every man in tleajoy-
ment of them, but also furnishes hi
with every thingnecessary for thei
support. For there is no man
indigent, or wretched, but he m
demand a supply sufficient for all th
necessities of life from the mor
opulent part of the community, b

means of the several statutes ena edC

for the relief of the poor; a human
provision, anddictated by the
principles of society.”

"...According to the law of the land
it is not larceny nor robbery where
person (not owing to his own fault) i
reduced to extreme necessity, apd
steals victuals merely to satisfy presgnt
hunger, and to prevent starvation; ar{d,
I have no hesitation in saying, thatja
jury, who convicts a person, under sugh
circumstances, are guilty of perjury.
The law is just here; for, if there be p

state of society, which exposes persdgns

to starvation, without any fault on the
own part, such society is a monster jn
legislation; it is worse than a state ¢f
nature, and ought to be dissolved...

"Callous parson, hardened parsory |
have proved, that the relief now giveq,
and that ought to be more largely giveh,
by the statute-law to the poor, is their
right; that it came to supply the pla
of that relief which the law of the lan

.

L, A Modest Proposal—For Real

Jack Lane

Martin Mansergh gets exercised over way of glossing over the substance of
the future of the Bank of Ireland Head- Irish history.
quarters building, which was the seat of  If his idea of an'exhibition of our
the pre-Union Ascendancy Parliament, entire parliamentary historyWas estab-
and the possibility that it could come lished, the possessive pronoun would
into State ownership. need a lot of explaining. Pride of place

In a letter to thérish TimegWednes- in his proposed history should be replicas
day, July 20, 2011) he saysfd'restore  of all the Penal Laws as they were the
the Parliament Building to the people pride and joy of this Parliament and they
ould provide a welcome symbolic boost constituted the majority of its work.
to the ongoing struggle for recovery of
our sovereignty. It could also be a magni-
ficent cultural and tourist asset. Like
the palace of Versailles, it could, among

other uses, have a permanent exhibition
on our entire parliamentary history". have to thank some lucky stars that they

The Building should undoubtedly were vetoed and that the Irish Parliament

belong to the State on the basis of all itWas not totally ‘free’. This was the
has done to bail out the Bank—but for Parliament that was at the top dhe
no other reason. "machine as well fitted for the oppres-

It cannot be done on the basis of SION, impoverishment and degradation

restoring it to 'the people’ as 'the people'Of a people, and Fhe debasement in them
most certainly never owned it in the of human nature itself, as ever proceeded

first place. Such a concept would have oM the perverted ingenuity of man”
horrified the people who created it and (Edmund Burke).Ours?

ran it. It was set up and operated to

ensure that 'the people’ owned as little. A 900d example of what Burke had
as possible ifanything at allin the N mind was described by John Curry in
country—and certainly not the parli- his I—_hstory of Irela_nd, in which he tried
ament building itself. Any other concept- 1© Pring home to his readers the depth of

ion would be turning history on its head. nti-Catholic prejudice and bigotry of
But this is typical of Mr. Mansergh's the Irish Protestant Ascendancy and the

There are other less well known parts
of this Parliamentary history that should
be up in lights. These are the Bills that
were vetoed by Westminster, and we



lengths to which it would go to enforce
these prejudices.

After some decades of the Penal
Laws, there seemed to be not a sufficient
decline in the number of Catholics, the
object of the whole exercise, and the
Parliament concluded that their repro-
duction must be down to the priests—so
they came up with unbeatable formula.
The solution was to castrate the Catholic
clergy. A'modest proposaWithout the
irony. Curry describes what happened:

"The frequent exertions of this parti-
cular prejudice against the Roman
catholic clergy of Ireland, seems not
to have been the effect of any new or
sudden provocation, arising occasion-
ally from their misconduct, with
respect to the government; but appear
to have been owing to a spirit of in-
tolerance, on account of their religion
only; and to have been uniformly
carried on, upon principle, for many
years after; until they were at length
heightened to such a degree of wanton
cruelty, as rather dishonors the religion
it is intended to serve.

"For in the year 1723 it having again
unanimously resolved in parliament,
'that it was the indispensable duty of
all magistrates to put the laws in
immediate execution against popish
priests: and that the neglect of several
magistrates, in executing the laws
against papists, did greatly contribute
to the growth of popery.' Leave was
given to bring in heads of a bill, for
explaining andamendinghe two acts
before mentioned, to prevent the
growth of popery.

"Upon this occasion, one of the most
zealous promoters of that bill, having
gravely taken notice, in a long and
laboured speech, that of all the coun-
tries wherein the reformed religion had
prevailed, Sweden was freest from
those secret, but irreconcilable, enem-
ies of all protestant governments,
popish ecclesiastics; which, he said,
was visibly owing to the great wisdom
of their laws, inflicting the penalty of
castration on all such dangerous
intruders into the kingdom.

"He seriously moved, that tigethic
and inhuman penalty be added as a
clause to the bill before them; to which
the house, after a short debate, agreed,;
and ordered it to be laid before his
grace the lord lieutenant, to be trans-
mitted into England, with this
remarkable request on their part, 'that
he recommend the same, in thest
effectualmanner to his majesty.’ To
which his grace was pleased to answer,
‘that as he had so much at heart a
matter, which he had recommended to
the consideration of parliament, at the
beginning of the session; they might

depend upon a due regard, on his part, vague and indefinite meaning; but if
to what was desired."' the protestant religion is here, in any
“The bill was accordingly trans- respect, signified by them, I will
mitted to England; but rejected there, venture to affirm, that in no other age
by means of the humane and earnest Or nation, has religion ever been
interposition of Cardinal Fleury with attempted to be served or promoted,
Mr. Walpole, whose great power and by so shameful and cruel an expedient,

interest at that juncture, were then  as that proposed in this rejected bill"
universally known. (Historical and critical review of the

Civil Wars in Ireland pages 550-1, by

"His grace the lord lieutenant, in his
J. Curry MD, 1810).

speech to that parliament, at the close
of the session, in order to console them i )
for the loss of their favorite bill, gave ~ Cardinal Fleury was effectively
them to understand, 'that it miscarried Prime Minister of France under Louis
meerly by its not having been brought XV.

into the house, before the session was He established a good working
so far advanced'. And after earnestly relationship with Walpole who had a
recommending to them, in their several policy of 'peaceful co-existence' with
stations, the care and preservation of rrgnce and was much engaged with the
the public peace; he added, 'that, in hisgo oy Government. It was not a popular

opinion, that would be greatl S - .
pllroomoted, by the vigorous egecutic))/n p_ollcy in England and did not survive

of the laws against popish priests; and im.
that he would contribute his part

towards the prevention of that growing both which was published in 1730 with
evil, by giving proper directions, that

such persons only should be put into a popular balled,‘l’he Squire and the
the commissions of the peace, as hadcardinal, lampooning Walpole as a

distinguishedthemselves by their Poodle of Fleury and playing to anti-
steady adherence to thprotestant Catholic and anti-French prejudices. The

Below is a contemporary cartoon of

interest' castration episode would have helped
"These general wordsprotestant  fuel this antagonism towards Walpole.
interest' seem to carry with them a Refine your suggestion, Martin.

LI

S QUTIRE
AND THE

CARDIN A L.

I L L tell you a Story, a Story {o merry,
_Of a wife Norfolk Squire and Cardinal Flewsy:
I mean not to fing of this Cardinal’s Might,

How he led in a String both the Squire and the Knighe.

Derry down, down, bey derry dowmn.
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Serjeant Sullivan
Death of PSNI Constable Ronan Kerr

the witness kept answering:
"“Sure | did, Misther Murphy”, “I
don't remember, Misther Murphy.”

Civil Marriage Morphy plainly showed his irritation at
"Typical Irishman” the familiarity of the witness and the
Achill Soupers perversion of his name, to the great

delight of the judge, who at last rebuked
the witness.

"You must not call that gentleman
Misther Murphy. His name is

P
A
T

MORE VOX: BACK PAGE

Morphy—that is the Protestant for
Murphy." (The Last Serjeant, The

Civil Marriage ceremonies on Saturdays

have been ruled out by the Health
Service Executive (HSE)—it's Monday
to Friday only for the foreseeable future.

The HSE blames the Government recruit-
ment embargo for the failure to offer The Catholic Archbishop of Tuam Dr

civil ceremonies on the most popular
day of the week for weddings. The
Civil Registration Service (CRS), which
comes under the control of the HSE,
can only offer civil wedding ceremonies
midweek. It means if a couple does not
want to get married within a religious
setting, they are unable to have a week-
end wedding.

From 1996 to 2010, the volume of civil

marriages has increased by 600% in
Ireland. While the overall number of

marriages registered in 2010 declined
by 11% from 2009, the volume of civil

marriages remained stable.

A report from the HSE showed that there

were 4,172 registry office ceremonies
in Ireland last year and a further 1,819
civil weddings at outside venues—a total
of 5,991.

*kkkkkkkkhkhkkhkhkkkx

"Typical Irishman"

"The student of Irish social history
is, therefore, at length confronted by
the question—'what proportion of the
Irish, if not congenitally criminal, is
yet racially disposed to crime?' Indeed,
if we consider the so-called 'typical
Irishman' as an impulsive, irrespon-
sible, temperamental individual, casual
about paying his debts, full of 'Celtic
charm' or whimsicalness, we get an
equation which can be set down in
more direct English thus: 'Judged by
English standards, the “typical Irish-
man” has two psychical and funda-
mental abnormalities, namely, moral
insensibility and want of foresight'. It

is precisely these two factors which sk

are the basic characteristics of criminal
psychology"
(Hugh PollardSecret Societies of
Ireland, 1922, p245)

*hkkkkkkkhkhkkhkhhkhx

Achill Soupers

"They were known as 'soupers', and
their converts were nicknamed
'jumpers’, but Achill's 19th century

Rev. Rogers explained that the mission

Food was provided as well as primary

Serjeant Sullivan

Memoirs of Serjeant A.M. Sullivan
Q.C, Macdonald, London, 1952,

missionary colony now deserves its ~ P.123).

own ‘healing’, according to the organ- A son of A.M. of theNationand theBantry
isers of an |nter-denom|nat_|onal Band he was a bitter anti-Republican
blessing on the south Mayo island  and was forced to leave Ireland in 1922.
today"” (rish Times 24.9.2011). He 'defended' Casement, allegedly out
of a sense of professional duty. When
the Republic of Ireland Act was passed
in 1949, he considered himself an alien
disqualified from practice in England,
hitherto unnamed graves in four church- and returned to Dublin. He died on 9th
yards and graveyards at Dugort, Achill  september 1959.

on Saturday, 24th September 2011, A srrrstskkirirstskk

total of 190 unmarked 19th century

burial places have been identified, peath of PSNI Constable Ronan Kery
according to the Rev. Val Rogers, Rector  saturday, 2nd April 2011:

.Of the Aughaval groupl of parishes, which "There is something seriously wrong
mcludes' St Thomasg O.f Dugort. St with Northern Irish society and the
Thomas's was the principal Church of PSNI when the religion of a brutally
the controversial Achill mission, found- murdered young police officer has to

ed by the Rev Edward Nangle in 1831. be continually emphasised." K. Nolan,

Carrick-on-Shannon, Co Leitrifirish
Independent5.4.2011)

"Four police officers injured in an
accident in Cork—religion not given.
Young officer murdered in the six
counties—religion Catholic. Why not
just Irish? No decent person wants to
hear of any police officer being
murdered—North, South, East or
West." James Rogers, Rosslare, Co
Wexford(lrish Independent.4.2011)

Michael Neary and Church of Ireland
Bishop of Tuam, Killala and Achonry
Dr Patrick Rooke led dmarking" of

was part of a wider push by English and
Irish evangelicals in the early 1800s to
"convert and save the Irish from what
were considered Roman Catholic errors,
ignorance and neglect"

education in Irish, while training,
employment and orphanage care were
promised.

"This led to accusations that the
mission leaders were “soupers”,
promising soup in return for conver
sion, while their converts were nameq
“jumpers”, from the Iristid'iompaidh
sé€” (he turned)"ipid). They were also
known as “Perverts”.

In 1837, the Catholic Archbishop of
Tuam John McHale tried to counter th¢
influence of what were termed
"venomous fanaticsby establishing a
school and Franciscan monastery &
Bunnacurry. Several more Catholig
schools were founded on Achill.

Fianna Fail, The Irish Press And The
Decline Of The Free State, by Brendan
Clifford. Index. 172pp. 2007. €12, £9.

The Veto Controversy by Brendan
Clifford. An account of the fierce dispute
among Irish Catholics, between 1808 and
1829, as to whether the appointment of
Irish Bishops by the Pope should be
subject to a degree of Government
influence, as was generally the case
elsewhere. Includes Thomas Moore's
Letter To The Roman Catholics Of Dublin
(1810) and extracts from polemical
writers on either side: J.B. Clinch, Dr.
Dromgoole, Bp. Milner, Denys Scully,
Rev. Charles O’Conor etc. 203pp. 1985.
€20, £15.

Secure on-line sales of books,
pamphlets and magazines:

—

"One of the best-known figures of
the bar at the Kerry assizes used to e
Edward Morphy, a man of considerablg
height and girth, whose contempt o
the native Irish Catholic was his ong
weakness. He was once examining
witness at Tralee, before Judgg
William O'Brien—a fierce Papist—and

ahttps://www.atholbooks-
sales.org




defended themselves nevertheless; only
General Gamelin remained silent. Pétain
made a speech on the second day but
remained silent after that, apart from
occasional brief remarks, for example
when a witness went on at excessive
length in his praise, Pétain sédithough,
enough. When another defence witness,
a blind general, made a passionate appeal,
which was greeted by applause (Judge
Mongibeaux complainetthis is scan-
dalous), Pétain said;l speak today for
the first time to say that | did not know
that General Lannurien was going to
make that statemeént Pétain wore his
Marshal's uniform throughout, and kept
a great dignity. If he dozed occasionally,
so did younger members of the jury. It
was high Summer; the room was small,
packed and airless.

In his speech on the second day,
Pétain said:

"l was called and thus | became

Catherine Winch

Pétain's Show Trial

In the Spring issue @hurch & State  the public mind; the assumption is that
(No. 104), | reported on a little- Pétain was guilty and found guilty; few
remembered event, the Riom Show Trial, ask what he was guilty of, and how this
where Marshal Pétain attempted to find was explained and proved at the Trial.
scapegoats for the French defeat. AttheAt the time, however, the Trial was
end of the War General de Gaulle reported without hostility or pre-
conducted a similar exercise: he put onconceptions in France, in papers lile
a show trial at which Marshal Pétain Figaro. There was straightforward
was to be the scapegoat for the com-reporting in Ireland as well, for example
promises the country was forced into asin thelrish Press thelrish Independent
a result of defeat. The questions raisedthe (Belfast Irish Newsand thelrish
by Pétain's trial go to the heart of issuesTimes the last named paper started its
still deeply relevant to modern France: reporting in a hostile manner but very
What is a country to do when it is soon changed its tone.
defeated in war? What follows is a description of the

The trial of Pétain, July-August 1945, Trial, taken from the pages of Irish and
is assumed to have been a proper andrench newspapers of the tim®ther
valid trial. There are many reasons why significant events reported in those
it was not a proper and valid trial, newspapers at the same time are
anymore than the Riom Trial was. mentioned in indented paragraphs.

The normal run of legal proceedings
was not respected. Pétain being ex-Head The Irish Press
of State, should have been tried by a  Thelrish Presskept the Trial on the
Court emanating from the Senate (thefront page for most of the duration, using
Upper House); the jury was drawn from reports by the Reuters and other news
two lists of people hostile to the accused.agencies. The headline on the first day
The Presiding Judge declared before thewas "Pétain taken in Black Maria for
start of the trial that the defendant oughthis trial* and below the titléPétain is
to receive the death penalty. (The on trial, so are millions of French men
definition of a show trial is "one where and women" On the first day the paper
the outcome is decided in advance".) also used a report by Relman Morin of

Some of the accusations were Associated Press which provided a con-
outlandish: the Prosecution said thattext for the event. According to Morin,
Pétain, before the War, had plotted with the Trial was loaded with dynamite; the

heir to a catastrophe of which | was
not the author. Those really respon-
sible hid themselves behind me to
avoid public anger. ... The Armistice
saved France....

"For the French people | went so far
as to sacrifice my prestige. | remained
at the head of a country under occup-
ation. ... Liberated France may change
words and names, but she can build
usefully only upon the foundations |
laid. ... If you were to condemn me,
let my condemnation be the last....

"A Marshal of France asks mercy
from none...

"Your judgement will be answered
by that of God and of posterity. These
will suffice for my conscience and for
my memory. | leave it to France."

There is little that is not true in what

Hitler and Franco to take power, and country was seething with conflicting Pétain said in that speech. The Armistice
had just waited for the opportunity of views and emotions; the Resistancewas preferable to a capitulation after
the defeat. It was said further that he wanted Pétain's head for thousands killedbeing totally overrun, which was the only
was in connected with the extreme right by the Militia; large groups believed alternative; Pétain did sacrifice his prestige
group Cagoule (the Hooded Men). Pétain saved France when France's—negotiating an Armistice is not glorious
Another irregularity was that Pétain's military power was shattered. Others —sg that France could be governed by a
papers had been seized and were nofelt Pétain was kindly but foolish; and French man for what turned out to be an
available for the Defence. In the end an enormous number just wanted toindefinite length of time, which was expect-
Pétain was sentenced féntelligence  know what had happened in 1940. ed to be short. French administrators

with Germany"and "for having asked
for an Armisticé with the intention to
"seize power’so as to install a political
system whose goal wdt destroy or

On the second day the Chief Prose-under occupation did lay the foundations
cutor showed where he stood when heof modern France. To the last, Pétain
said, after some booing among thewas concerned with the fate of the
spectators—which could be interpreted population, 300 000 of whom, like many

change the form of government" as support for Pétain, or at least for theof the witnesses for the defence, were
These are the most immediately rule of law—"There are too many awaiting trial at the same time as himself:

obvious faults in the judicial process. Germans in this court(meaning "let my condemnation be the lst

At the time, these faults did not prevent Frenchmen with the wrong ideas).

Pétain being sentenced to death (the Pétain, quite rightly, did not recog- After that beginning, the Trial cover-

sentence was commuted to life imprison- nise the Court. In the same circumstan-ed much of the same ground as the Riom

ment, on grounds of age, Pétain beingces of an irregular Court at the Riom Show Trial: who was responsible for

89 in 1945). Show Trial of 1942, the ex-Prime the defeat? Was the Armistice justified?
Since 1945, the question of the Ministers Léon Blum and Edouard Was France sufficiently prepared for

validity of the Trial has been kept out of Daladier denounced the Court but war?
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As at Riom, Third Republic politi- US and became Chief of Staff to Halifax's letter to Pétain
cians and military men were called as President Roosevelt, in May 1942. Jacques Chevalier was Vichy Minis-
witnesses for and against. Those against On 2nd August thiish Presss front-  ter of Education and Health, 1940-42;
included Herriot, who had suggested page headline wa@étain tribute byyS  he said he was given a letter by the
calling Pétain to head the Government Envoy', with a photo of Admiral Leahy. Chargé d'Affairesfor the Canadian
in June 1940, Daladier who had called Leahy sent a letter to Pétain to be read ategations for France at the time, Pierre
him, and Reynaud who had resigned andthe trial, sayingl had then, as | have Dupuy. (Apparently thé'Canadian
handed over the Government to him. now, the conviction that your principal Channel” of communication between
The new emerging political class did concern was the welfare and protection London and Vichy was invaluable,
not participate in the Trial, except as of the helpless people of France" according to Churchill. Lord Halifax
members of the jury. The next day a telegram of support had actually encouraged the presence of

Blum (28.7.45) saidPétain said to  for Pétain from the US National Veterans Dupuy at Vichy. This was not mentioned
the French in 1940 that the Armistice Committee (US Veterans who had at the trial.)
was not dishonourable. | call that served in France under General Persh- That letter was from Lord Halifax
treason" The five judges, who had all ing) was read. (then Foreign Secretary) and addressed
sworn fidelity to Pétain when he was On 2nd August, General George to Pétain and contained the text of an
Head of State, were visibly embarrassedquoted Churchill who had told him in Agreement made between Britain and
when Blum spoke of French leaders andMarrakech in January 1944 that Hitler Vichy France, to come into effect in
officials who were too ready to had made a mistake granting an Armi- December 1940. According to this
compromise. stice to France in 1940: he should haveAgreement, France would keep its fleet,

As for treason, even the main witnes- gone on to North Africa and Egypt. keep its colonies but not attempt to get
ses for the prosecution, ex-Premiers The judge then interruptediet us back the colonieswhich had joined
Reynaud and Daladier, would not bring stop discussing who was responsible forBritain". In exchange Britain would
themselves to accuse Pétain of treasonthe defeat and start the trial of Pétain" ease the blockade, and would allow

when asked directly, Reynaud (ex-Prime French ships through the Straits of Gib-
Minister) prevaricated: "There are Churchill's appreciation of the strate- raltar. Lord Halifax said in his letter:
different meanings to the wdtd gic disadvantage of the Armistice to "Artificial tension must be maintained

Germany is very much to the point. Itis between us to safeguard article 9 of the

Other prominent politicians spoke for clear that, if Hitler had refused an Armis- Armistice. But behind that facade of
the prosecution in a very unconvincing tice and simply overrun France until misunderstanding we must get together.”
manner. Edouard Herriot (ex-Prime capitulation, he could have got the Chevalier recalled that Winston Church-
Minister) said that in 1940 France had French possessions of Algeria, Tunisiaill described Pétain's attitude {during the
Britain and the economic resources of and especially Morocco, which would Occupation} as one of passive resistance
the United States. De Gaulle had saidhave given him the key to the Mediter- to the Germans and that the Germans
the same thing in his 18th June 1940ranean. Instead, the Armistice explicitly called Pétain'Marshal Nein"because
speech, but this was simply not true. Inleft France with enough military power he refused their demands.

1940 Britain repatriated its troops and to keep control of her empire. The judge stated that Churchill had
refused further air support while fighting denied that there was any such
was still going on. The United States  (There was a report of the Irish send- Agreement.

did not respond when asked for Supporting £3 million of food aid to Europe.) The following days heard more

at the same time. instances of Pétain not aiding Germany.

Paul Reynaud said that in 1940 the Vichy Prime Minister _Laval‘s testi- Pétain kept French fighters jets grounded
army should have ceased fire and theMOny was not desired either by prose-when Britain raided factories e.g. near
Government should have refrained from Cution or defence, but the jury demandedParis in 1941-2. General Bergeret said
parleying with the Germans; that would 't He Spoke for four and a half hours. that Vichy organised a spy network
have saved France's honour. This begé"e sald'E\_/en if the German card was a which had contacts with the British
the question of what would have hap- bad one it was necessary to play it. Intelligence Service, in September 1941.
pened then. France had to try all cards. Generalde  On 9th August the judge dropped

General Weygand (Commander in Gaulle played another card on the other the accusation that Pétain had preme_dlt-
Chief before Gamelin in 1940) said Side of the Channel and he too wasated taking power, and the accusation
correctly at the trial that the Armistice "9ht." This evidence was very much to that he went to Germany in 1944 of his
had been asked for on military grounds. tN€ Point: when a country is thrashed own accord.

Witnesses for the prosecution did not Militarily as France was in June 1940,  The following day came news of the
agree with each other. Blum said he th€re areé no good cards left to play andsecond American nuclear bomb, dropped
expected Paris to be defended with the alternatives are all bad; but somethingon Nagasaki. The Londo@atholic
| has to be done nevertheless. Herald (reported inlrish Pres3 called

the atomic bombing "utterly indefen-

Whilst the war in Europe was over, Sible, immoral™.
that in the East continued. On 7th August . : .

. ; ) More testimonies came in support of

1945 thelrish Pressheadline was: o :
US Tribute "Americans drop Atomic Bomb on Pétain. His personal secretary from
The US had an Ambassador at Japan—T P I entifi January to July %944 quotedqlgtterfrom
. e ' apan—Truman reveals great scientific Rippentrop to Pétain, complaining of the
Vichy, the seat of the Pétain regime. discovery" The following day the paper |atter's attitude to the Reich. Abbé
This was Admiral Leahy, who was in reported:"Vatican absolutely opposed Rodhain said Pétain approved anti-Nazi
Vichy until he was called back to the to the bombing of Japan" Catholic secret meetings in catacombs.

energy and audacity {in 1940}; counse
asked, why wasn't it? Reynaud replied,
"In order not to destroy the wonder of
the world'.



Charles Barres. a Resistance leader

It is striking that the question of the Germans giving details of a projected

in Alsace. said Pétain's intervention Jews was hardly mentioned during the "attack on Calais designed to cut off

saved his life (11.8.45). trial.

Similarly, the French witnesses the British escape(8.8.45).

Thus he

On the 14th August the public Prose- for the prosecution at the Nuremberg presumably knew where to place his
cutor spoke for four and half hours, along 15| grouped together all men and forces.

the lines of "This Quisling Government women deported from France, without
had accepted a state of servitude for

France. Pétain's motives were vanity, making disti_nctions. Accorqing to Laurel
love of power, authoritarian instincts and L&ff, Associate Professor in the School
hatred of the Republic" (14.8.45). of Journalism at Northeastern University,
Counsel for the Defence said that in a letter to the New York Times
the Armistice was an absolute necessity,(9.10.11)"Although the Nuremberg trial
that Britain agreed it was so, and did notProvided substantial documentary
blame France at the time. The British eévidence about the Holocaust, that
Parliament knew about it a week before information was not highlighted either

it happened and accepted it.
Finally on the 15th Pétain made a Of the trial. American prosecutors focus-

short statement, followed by some ed on Germany's making of aggressive
applause quickly quelled. war and barely touched on crimes
The next night, after a deliberation against civilians, including the Jews."
of over six hours, the jury, by a single
voice, sentenced Marshal Pétain to death  The Irish Independentommented
"for a premeditated change of the form on Hiroshima:'The atomic bomb is a
of government and intelligence with the terrible new weapon(7.8.45). There
enemy” This is nonsensical. No one Was also the following report: = Atom
can deny that an occupied country hasPOmb secretdiscovered by German
to communicate with the enemy. British Jewess, Lize Meitner(7.8.45).
historians and others have established 5.2 Lacaille talked about con-

that the Armls'u(_:e was m|I|tar|I¥ INEVIt-  1acts between Great Britain and Vichy.
able, and granting it was a mistake byChurchill and Eden had said to him:
Hitler. That Pétain plotted to take power .
bhelc:cngs toffgntasy. As fothe chﬁngedmdo each other as little harm as possible.
the form o °Vem”.‘e”t’ since when do According to General Lacaille, Colonel
parliamentary elections take place in
times of war, never mind in times of

occupation? The question that might be
asked however is, Why did the men in h
charge of governing France in 1940 h
choose Pétain?

According to thelrish Press Le

We are temporarily separated. Let us

anti-Gaullist member of the Resistance
ead of Pétain's military guard, where

them with a view to obtaining a modifi-

: . cation of the British blockade of French
Figaro said that the sentence was a )
sentence that had been decided incoasts, as well as moderation of the BBC

advance, and pointed out that FrenchmerFampaign against Pétain.
had experienced relief at the 1938 _ (According to the website of Geneva
Munich Agreement with Hitler. City Archives, General Huntziger, War

Minister at Vichy, told Colonel Brous-
sard to go to London to see De Gaulle,
The Irish Independent with a view to finding a way of co-
The Irish Independentpresented operating to throw the Germans out of
similar information. There were some France. De Gaulle refused to see him.
extra details. http://etat.geneve.ch/dt/archives)

Paul Reynaud, ex-Prime Minister,

described the Cabinet meeting of 15th ~ Since the question of the French
June 1940 where 13 Ministers were in defeat was being aired by the Trial in
favour of asking for an Armistice and 6 Paris, the question of what her British
against (25.7.45).
~ Pétain offered himself as hostage jgnored; this perhaps explains a news
instead of the hundred men taken to bejio on sth August: under the title

shot in reprisal for the murder of two

German officers, Counsel for the Def- :aper ithtatd Ioitrwar f(r)r Rer'tchd thteh ¢
ence said (27.7.45). ssoclate ess reporte a

Groussard—who had since become an

Other news items of the time were:

"Atom bomb development cost
£500 000 000, the cost of 9 days of
war" (8.8.45).

"The Catholic Church has equal pity
for all subjected to atomic bombing
and cannot make distinctions between
the victims" (8.8.45).

War Crimes Trial to be held at

during the trial or in the press coverage Nuremberg:

"The Tribunal will not be bound by
technical rules of evidence. ... Article
19 of a charter on the constitution of
the Tribunal and the principles govern-
ing its operations, declaring that it shall
adopt and apply to the greatest possible
extent expeditious and non-technical
procedure” (9.8.45).

The Zurich newspapdie Tatchal-

lenged the American use of atomic bombs
on Japan antrged the Swiss govern-
ment to protest. There was no difference
between the Nazis who spread their
atrocities over Europe and Americans
" who used the atomic bomb—both used
extremist measures and methods to
annihilate their enemieq14.8.45).

The Irish News
The Irish Newslso gave full front-

On 27th July an article by John J.M.

e met Churchill and Eden and talked to Ryan at the start of the proceedings said:

"The enigma of Marshal Pétain.

"When the present war neurosis has
passed and men are capable of viewing
Pétain's dilemma with calmer eyes and
cooler judgment, they may see more
clearly that, instead of betraying his
country, the Marshal conferred great
benefits upon it by his actions in those
dark days.

"Recognising these facts, millions
of Frenchmen gave him their loyalty.
This is why, when Pétain is on trial, it
is not he alone who is being tried, but
millions of his countrymen.”

On 8th August further Vichy/Britain

ally was doing at the time could not be links were reported; Professor Louis
Rougier was sent by Pétain to negotiate

an alleviation of the British blockade of
" France (which reduced or stopped French
imports of food and other essentials).
However, in June 1945 the British

Francois Roux, envoy to the Vatican, Gambling everything on a bold strat- poreign Office had denied Rougier's

defended Pétain (28.7.45).

egy, the Commander of a small British gssertion

that there had been

The question of the Jews is men- force held on for three days while the negotiations.

tioned by General Héring who said that Dunkirk beaches were emptied of 330
the removal of nationality from the Jews 000 British and French soldiers"He

The Irish Newsoted the views of a

Swedish paper that the use of the atom

that Hitler had demanded was broughtwas allegedly able to do this because heoomb made the Anglo-Saxons war

to an end thanks to Pétain 2.8.45

found a plan left behind by fleeing criminals.
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On 16th August the editorial of the demnation of a man. Itis a condemn- to attitudes between the end of the War

Irish Newssaid: ation of the whole Vichy regime and and the mid-sixties. The second element,
"Pétain’'s death sentence represents an attempt by a France thateferring to Auschwitz and making the
"Whether or not General DeaGaulle IS P€ginning to find her national feet fa1e of the Jews the determining event

again to wipe out an unfortunate chap- ;
ter in her history. The old man who of the Vichy years, corresponds to the

has been sentenced is a victim of period from the mid-sixties to the present
circumstances, but war is ruthless anddaY' preve_r a_ trend _towards a new
an error of judgment, once committed, attitude is beginning, as in J.M. Varaut's
can never be undone." Le PrOCéS Péta|n 1945'199-5he Péta|n

Trial, 1945-1995), which argues that the
early studies, such as Robert Aron's
Histoire de Vichy(1954), derided in the

commutes the sentence of death on
Marshal Pétain, history will reverse
the verdict, and before many years
France will feel ashamed of her treat-
ment of this veteran, who was an
acknowledged hero of the first World
War, and who was called onto play an ~ The nature of the error of judgment
unenviable partin the war that ended ajs not spelled out. What is the signing

few months ago. _ of the Armistice? :
"It was the French nation rather than seventies, have never actually been
Pétain that was on trial ... but no Le Figaro refuted. These studies did not gloss over

evidence has revealed a France chival-  |e Figaro, the oldest French news- the Vichy treatment of the Jews. Varaut
rous or magnanimous in her hour of paper, stopped publication on 11th e€xpressed the hope in the conclusion of
recovery. ... o November 1942 and started again WhenhiS book that present-day historians will
‘The only touch of dignity or e \yar ended. It decided to devote thef€turn to an investigative and free-
g:!g’:;%r:’:"f‘: Mgréﬂz c?flld:ra\:\:lacglg(;:s whole of its page 2 every day to its thinking attitude towards the period.
coverage of the TrialWe were deceived An Association to Defend the

not seek for mercy”. S
" His policy );wwever wrong it DY Pétain’ they wrote to cover up the Memory of Marshal Pétaiexists today

may have been, saved France muchtwo years when they continued publi- ?n France. Atits foundati_o_n in 1951 it
suffering and left her with the means cation under Vichy. Two eminent included a spectrum of political opinion;
of recovery. ... {The trial} does not novelists, Jean Schlumberger and Frantoday it is headed by a leader of the
explain how a man who helped to save cois Mauriac, provided commentary. ~ Megret offshoot of the National Front.
France a generation ago should work At the start of the Trial Francois However, a re-evaluation of the events

for her final overthrow during the past Mauriac wrote: of 1940 should not be left to the extreme
five years. We do not think Pétain "One man faces trial aloneLé  Right. It is the French as a whole who
was a traitor. His name and fame will  proces d'un seul homine were sentenced at the Show Trial that
yet be vindicated.” "Hitler enjoyed the help and support, condemned Pétain.
) ) whether overt or covert, of the whole
The Irish Times _ world. The result of a Trial that was invalid-
The Irish Timesvas more hostile to 'We must ask ourselves: how did we 4404 by its irregularities and by the bias

Pétain, especially at the start of the react after Munich? After the Armis-
proceedings; the paper tended to pick tice? Sr? this trla:;s tf:ﬁ ttrJlatlhOf Fl\:emt:h_l Pétain was made a scapegoat, but
i men who agreed with both. Neutral ;
the more negative elements out of ; d'g h Pétain. TheSince he had many supporters, the Trial
rosecution evidence; for example on ~ countries did the same as Pétain. The : e
gSth Julv 1945 th h, di AN example came from on high. We know Was the trial of millions of Frenchmen,
ine w ) : ;

d'l(ij > et ?:a e f[) who supported, advised, and approvedand it was the French thems_elves yvho
man di m_ore arm 0 rancé&\ quote Pétain. A part of each of us was an were sentenced to eternal gUIlt. This is
from ex-Prime Minister Reynaud). accomplice, at times, of this ruined clear when the US or Britain start critic-

Is Peétain living in a world of his old man {ce vieillard foudroyé}." ising the attitude of France during the
own? When he left the court room he War; they don't mention who was the
saluted the armed policemen, seeming  schlumberger made the same pointHead of State was at the time. It is
to mistake them for some kind of guard oy 15th AugustIn 1940 the country France itself that stands accused of
of honou (25.7.45). This however was \yanted Munich and the Armistice. The betrayal and collaboration. The attempt

of the times has never been re-examined.

the only personally derogatory comment term *treason'’ is not appropriate” by the Gaullists to save France from
in the paper. After that, the paper merely  This was Mauriac's final comment that accusation by making Pétain a
reported the arguments for and againsto 16th August: scapegoat has failed.

the prosecution. "We had not wanted this trial. ...

After the Hiroshima bomb was The judges were men who had sworn The respoqsibility of thc_>se who first
dropped, the paper quoted President fidelity to Pétain.... A trial like this €ncouraged Hitler (a question repeatedly
Truman: "The atom bomb had 2000  one is never closed. The dialogue aired at the time of the Trial with men-
times the blast power of the 10 tonners  between prosecution and defence will tions of Munich) and then initiated a
dropped by the RAF on Germany." "A pontinue over the centuries. ...Pétain World War with the consequences that
harnessing of the basic power of the IS @ tragic figure, half way between we know (the Riom Trial, it will be
universe" (7.8.45). treason and noble sacrifice. recalled, was specifically told not to

Defenders of Pétain however mention who started the War) is what

should readTwenty months in oq4q g pe discussed. The catastrophic

The Irish Timesquoted the Com- Auschwitby Pelagia Lewinska. Pétain

munist papeCe Soir which demanded shook hands with Hitler, he is collapse of France in June 1940 was
that the death penalty be carried out  responsible too.” part of that chain of events; you cannot
(16.8.45). begin your examination of events that

This is an extract from thérish There are two elements in Mauriac's followed from that date without studying

TimesEditorial at the end of the Trial: summing up. The first element, the idea earlier causes, much less blame one man,
"The result of his long drawn out that the controversial investigation into or even one country alone, for the whole
trial is something more than the con- the events would continue, correspondsdisaster. *



Eamon Dyas

Part Three

Catholic Wealth and the Making of
Protestant Imperial England

though he lived to acknowledge his
mistake. Enormous numbers had
already been imported, and to stop the

The first parts of this article explored
the initial impact of the release of Cath-
olic wealth on the English economy in
the aftermath of the Dissolution of the
Monasteries and its consequences. This
article examines the evolution of English
Government policy in its support of
slavery and piracy and the development
of ‘forced trade' as a weapon against
Spanish interests 1551 no fewer than 17,000 of these
licences were offered for sale, and in
1553 a monopoly for seven years had
been granted to one Fernando Ochoa
to import 23,000 slaves. The result was

The Unholy Trinity behind the
English Slave Trade

Having given her royal imprimatur
to privateering in 1561 Elizabeth rem-
ained consistent in her encouragement
of such activities when she went into
the slave-trading business the following
year.

The Atlantic slave trade from Africa
was not invented by the English. It had  The man who first established the
been sanctioned by the Spanish King,English commercial slave trade was John
Charles V, as early as 1517. The reason$lawkins. Mention was made of the
were twofold. In the first instance the Hawkins family in the first part of the
Spanish Inquisition had decided that thearticle. He was the son of Sir William
South American Indians possessed souldHawkins, who was a leading merchant
and this acted as a theological inhibitor adventurer, Puritan sympathiser, Mem-
to their continued use as slaves on theber of Parliament and Mayor of Ply-
Spanish colonies in the Americas. The mouth. At the time of his death around
second reason was that the population1553, the father was one of the wealthiest
of South American Indians had been men in Plymouth and his sons, William
significantly reduced, primarily by their and John Hawkins, took over the family
lack of immunity to European diseases business—a business that included the
introduced by the colonisers, and Charlessponsorship of, and active participation
V stipulated that their continued use asin privateering activities. John Hawkins
slaves be restricted in order to avoid heard about the lucrative Atlantic slave
their extinction. These two considera- trade while he was on one of his trading
tions, combined with a growing need voyages to the Canary Islands.
for labour as a result of the expansion of Determined to have some of the action,
their colonies, meant that there was ain 1562 he formed a syndicate which
need for a new source of slave labour inincluded the two officials from
the Americas. Elizabeth's navy who the previous year

"The slave trade was no new thing. had formed part of Sir William Garrard's

Already it was half a century old, and syndicate that sponsored the failed

as early as 1517 it had received the expedition to West Africa. These were

sanction of Charles V. Far from being pis future father-in-law, Benjamin Gon-

?a?\?c:?;?g;edrss |td|sdnow, 'E) hid been son, Treasurer of the Navy, and Sir

. y regarded even by the most William Winter, Surveyor of the Navy

philanthropic and far-sighted Spanish .

colonists as a means of stopping the@nd Master of the Qrdnar_lce. Besides

process of extermination with which theseé were two leading City merchant
forced labour was Overwhe|ming the adventurers, Sir Lionel Ducket and Sir

American Indians. The saintly Las Thomas Lodge—men who had previous-

Casas himself, “the Protector of the ly been involved in the Guinea gold trade

Indians”, had given it his support, and who were now seeking an alternative

merchandise indeed. (Drake And The
Tudor Navy: with a history of the rise of
England as a maritime power, by Julian

S. Corbett, pub. Longmans, Green, and
Co. London, New York and Bombay,
1899, 2 vols., Vol. 1, p.78).

means of making substantial profit. The
expedition left Plymouth in three ships

in 1562 and, having abducted around
300 Africans in Guinea, Hawkins sailed

to the West Indies where the surviving

slaves were traded for Elizabethan
luxuries: pearls, ginger, sugar and hides.
At this time the Spanish authorities

prohibited non-Spanish vessels from
trading with Spanish colonies and

Hawkins fell foul of this prohibition.

Hawkins managed to trade his negro

slaves with the Spanish colonists at Port

abuses, which had shocked the tenderJsabella in Hispaniola (the island of the
hearted missionary, the traffic had been modern Dominican Republic and Haiti)
subjected to strict regulations. A high through subterfuge. Knowing that the
duty had been placed on every negro Spanish King's subjects were prohibited
imported, and no one was allowed to from trading with non-Spanish vessels
engage in the trade without first obtain- he pretended that his ship and cargo had
ing a costly licence from the king. In peen swept off-course and was com-
pelled to make land on the Spanish
colony. This was an accepted excuse for
foreign ships to make shore in all the
countries of the known world. Hawkins
that negroes became very good then reasoned with the Spanish colonists
that, as he was there and needed to get
rid of his human cargo as quickly as
possible and they, the Spanish, needed
the slaves for their labour force, it made
sense to come to an arrangement by way
of trade.

"His first proceedings were the very
pattern of diplomacy. It was true, he
said, that he had three hundred negroes
with him, and he was willing to sell
them if he could obtain permission.
But that was not his primary object; he
had been driven out of his course while
on a voyage of exploration, and he
wanted money and supplies. The local
Spanish authorities saw nothing wrong
in this. There was a state of peace
between England and Spain. It was
true that they had general orders with
regard to the treatment of foreigners
who arrived in those waters; but this
foreigner was harmless so far as they
knew. He had things to sell which the
people of Espagnola wanted to buy.
Black labour was in great demand, and
it would have been rejecting the good
gifts of Providence and transgressing
the general desire to have allowed this
first foreign importer to go away
without achieving the projected deal.
They therefore made terms with him,
advantageous both to them and to him,
and chanced what the Government of
Madrid would say about it. How that
fell out is in the sequel.

"At Isabella, Hawkins “had reason-
able utterance of his English Commaodi-
ties, as also of some part of his Negroes”,
Hakluyt says, “trusting the Spaniards
no further than that, by his own
strength, he was able to master them”.
Assuredly, John Hawkins would never
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make the mistake of trusting strangers
beyond reasonable bounds; but there
is ample evidence to show that his
relations, not only with the planter pur-
chasers of his wares, but also with the
authorities, were perfectly amicable.
There was no occasion for any display
of force. From Isabella, Hawkins moved
on to Puerto Plata, and repeated the
performance; he finished his bartering
at Monte Cristi. The arrangement with
the Governor of the island was that he
should sell two hundred of his blacks
and leave the others with the authorities
in case of any difficulty about the duty.
He received (still quoting Hakluyt) “in
those three places by way of exchange,
such a quantity of merchandise, that
he did not only lade his own three
ships with hides, ginger, sugar, and
some quantity of pearls; but he freight-
ed also two other Hulks with hides
and other like commodities, which he

sent into Spain”...."(4 Sea-dog Of
Devon: a life of Sir John Hawkins, by
R.A.J. Walling, pub. John Lane, New
York, 1907, pp.48-50).

Hawkins arrived back in Plymouth
in September 1563 and was feted by all
and sundry. As if to add insult to injury
to Spanish sensibilities, he sent two of
his cargoes of hides from the return trip
to the Caribbean to Spain. There they
were consigned to an Englishman in
Cadiz named Tipton, who was instructed
to trade them in that port where hides
had a good marketable value. Unsurpris-
ingly, both cargoes were confiscated on
their arrival by the Spanish authorities
as illegally traded merchandise. It was

to be believed, the ubiquitous Italian, Mercers' Company, Drapers' Company,

Benedict Spinola, who had extensive Haherdashers'

business interests in England, was also
a subscriber. The Court officials were

Lord Admiral, Sir William Cecil, the

Company and

Clothworkers' Companysee John

. Hawkins's
Lord Clinton and Saye, who was the Merchants, Bureaucrats, and the

Troublesome  Voyages:

Origin of

the Slavery Trade, by Ronald Pollitt, pub. in

Queen's principal advisor, Lord Robert The Journal of British Studie&/ol. 12, no.
Dudley, who was created Earl of 2, May 1973, p.30).

Leicester in 1564, and the Earl of

Pembroke. Even Queen Elizabeth herself
is listed as one of the adventurers in the
most reliable source (the draft list wit

This is significant because of the

presence of so many representatives of
h the established trading companies who

the names of the investors dated MarchNOW viewed their involvement in priva-

3, 1564, can be found in BMansdowne
Manuscripts VI, ff. 48-49 and f.60).
This 1564 voyage was another financial
success and led in due course to the
formation of a third syndicate.. (John
Hawkins's Troublesome Voyages: Merch-
ants, Bureaucrats, and the Origin of the
Slave Trade, by Ronald Pollitt. Pub. in
Journal of British Studies, Vol. 12, no. 2,
May 1973, by Univ. of Chicago Press,
p.28).

At this time, three shareholders,
Robert Dudley (soon to be Earl of
Leicester), the Earl of Pembroke, and
Lord Clinton, the Lord Admiral, were
also members of the Privy Council.

The real significance of John Hawk-
ins's second slave venture in 1564 is not
that it established the English slave trade.
Its real significance was that it establish-
ed the commercial alliance which created
England's commercial future. It brought
together all the enterprising elements of
English society and forged a unity of
purpose that was to last for the next
guarter of a millennium. Thus was estab-
lished, under the ethos of Piracy and
Trade, a coalition of the Privateer, the
Merchant Investors and the Crown.

also ordered that the slaves that Hawkins

had left with the Governor of Hispaniola
as an insurance for payment of duty be
treated as forfeit. The total cost of these
confiscations and forfeits to Hawkins
was in the region of £20,000. However,
despite these losses, his initial slave
trading voyage was deemed a huge
commercial success. So much so, in fact,
that it was not long before his investors
were clamouring for a second such
voyage. However, this time the investors
included more substantial individuals.

All the merchants who subscribed to
Hawkins's voyages were 'respectable’
members of the City of London. They

London Livery Companies, and develop-

teering as the road to future prosperity.

"The importance of the Hawkins
voyages emerges when we observe that
the wool trade was hovering on the brink
of a decline at the same time as the
joint-stock form and the new turn of
foreign trade were beginning a gradual
rise. The voyages helped to stimulate
interest in the limited liability form by
displaying its reduced risks combined
with potentially great profits, thus
helping to entrench it in English business
life.

"Quite simply, what they and numer-
ous joint-stock ventures may have
accomplished was to mingle the merch-
ant and official classes in a profit-
orientated melting pot. This did not, of
course, make England a classless
society, but it did help to frustrate the
emergence of a 'Hidalgo spirit', the
legendary fatal flaw of Spain. It further-
more kept channels of communication
open between at least part of the ruling
nobility and the business classes, and
made the government sensitive to a
degree matched only by the Dutch to
the aims and aspirations of the business
community..."(John Hawkins's Trouble-
some Voyages: Merchants, Bureaucrats,
and the Origin of the Slavery Tradby
Ronald Pollitt, pub. in 'Journal of British
Studies,' Vol. 12, no. 2, May 1973, p.40).

Also, the involvement of the Court

%nd Queen Elizabeth's backing was
particularly important, not only in terms

ed into leaders of the evolving joint- of investing these ventures with social
stock organisation that was critical to respectability, but also in providing the
the stimulation and opening of distant necessary elements of security that acted

foreign trade. But, they were not simply as an encouragement for the merchants
merchants. They were all involved in to invest.

the politics of the age to a greater or

As a result of the English Court's

lesser extent as well as being heavyinvolvement in the 1564 venture, Hawk-

g ) investors in real estate either as financialins was given permission to charter one

Jhls't\f/]Oya'ge'twaS rlnountgd ,'t” |1'5t64f speculators or to enhance their socialof the largest ships in Elizabeth's navy,
and neither in Its goais nor In 11s st of ‘5h4 political status. In this sense theythe 700 ton "Jesus of Lubeck" and to
subscribers was it at all modest. Indeed, lated th . f h of sail d he R | Standard. Th
the syndication for the 1564 voyage SNc@psu ated the point of growth of sail under the Royal Standard. The
reveals a group dramatically larger and English private enterprise that was to expedition, which included three of
more powerful than before. With the lead to the development of English Hawkins' own Plymouth-based ships,
possible exceptions of Lodge and Duck- Colonialism. With the exception of Sir was well armed and had one hundred
ett, all of the first group were included Thomas Lodge, all of the merchants who professional soldiers on board. This was
In ﬂthe sfeLcon dd’ bt‘:t there was a r(‘;";‘]r,kﬁdwere part of Hawkins's syndicate were an expedition that anticipated having to
influx o? -ondon businessmen and g ;,.5ved in one form or other in the use force when it sailed from Plymouth
Court officials as well. The new London :
merchants included Sir William Garrard, English cloth trade. Duckett, Chester, on 18 October 1564. The reason for all
Sir William Chester, Edward Castlyn Garrard and Heyward were all involved the additional ordnance and soldiery, as
and probably Castlyn's partner, Anthony in various phases of the cloth businesswell as for sailing under the Queen's

Hickman. If the Spanish Ambassador is and belonged respectively to the standard, was that Hawkins anticipated



that this time the Spanish authorities
would be less naive and his earlier pre-
tence of having to find shelter after being
blown off-course would not allow him

to gain access to the ports in the Spanish
Caribbean a second time. Consequently

the use of force was now a considerable
possibility. Sailing first to Africa he

seized over 400 slaves on the coast of

Sierra Leone and set out for the
Americas. The following account of the

expedition is based on the log of John
Sparke (a member of the expedition)
and it's worth quoting at length as it
provides an insight into the prevailing

thinking by which English actions found

their justification by trade alone:-

"A valuable log of the voyage was
written by John Sparke, the younger,
who sailed with Hawkins, and was a
fellow-townsmen; he afterwards became
Mayor of Plymouth. This may be read
in detail in Hakluyt, and it will be found
a very illuminating document, exagger-
ating nothing and extenuating nothing.
It is particularly illustrative of the senti-
ments of the English world of that day
with regard to the slaving trade. Here
was Sparke, a thorough Puritan, of a
Protestant family, whose tendencies
were rather strait-laced than otherwise;
and he saw nothing amiss in Hawkins's
trafficking. In his view the negroes were
taken from Africa for their own good
and exported to the Western Islands for
the good of the Indians, while Philip
was duped for the good of the Protestant
cause—a very meritorious concatena-
tion. Sparke does not express these
sentiments in these words or anything
like them; but they are plain to be read
between his vivid lines.. (A Sea-dog of
Devon: a life of Sir John Hawkindy
R.A.J. Walling, pub. John Lane, New
York, 1907, p.57).

"In the story of Hawkins's dealings
with the Spaniards on the Main, there is
much that may seem unmoral and
impossible of approval. To modern
sense, the way in which he contrived to
get rid of his blacks and compensate
himself for the misadventure of the
previous voyage is thoroughly objection-
able. This is no attempt to canonise
Hawkins, but some circumstances must
be constantly kept in mind. First, the
age had no humanitarian ideas about
slave-trading. Next, the English were
determined to maintain the franchise of
the seas and the right to trade. They did
not contest the right of sovereigns to
levy import duties on goods landed in
their dominions by foreign ships; but
they did contest the right of sovereigns
to close whole seas to trade. Again, the
lively sense of injustice and injury under
which Hawkins was suffering must be
remembered. He insisted on trading. He
would trade as a plain Englishman who
had commodities for sale to any who
wanted to buy. He would on his part

provided excuses for his appearance in
their ports if excuses were required, and
reasons why he must require them to
purchase his cargoes in order that he
might replenish his exchequer and his
storeroom—reasons which they could
pass on for him to any authority that
might manifest an inconvenient tend-
ency to ask questions. Or he would land
men and guns and threaten dire things if
they still refused. But he would trade.
He knew that at the back of him—behind
the guns of the 'Jesus of Lubek' and the
soldiers she carried—was the power of
England. He had declared a private war
against King Philip; but in that private
war he had the sympathy and covert
assistance of Queen Elizabeth..." (ibid.
pp.69-70).

That the threat of violence was

indeed part of his aggressive 'trading'
methods is left in do doubt by the account
below which was also based on the log
of his co-expeditionist, John Sparke:-

"The pourparlerswith the residents
of Burboroata, and with the Governor
whom they brought from a distance to
their assistance in the matter, provide a
fair example of his methods, and of the
way in which he proceeded from fair
words to force, and finally carried his
point. Going ashore to them on his
arrival, he bluntly declared that he was
an Englishman who had come there to
do business. He had some four hundred
negroes to sell, and he required a licence
to trade. They replied that they were
forbidden by the King to traffic with
any foreign nation, on penalty of for-
feiting their goods, and they requested
that he should not molest them further,
but “depart as he came; for other comfort
he might not look at their hands, because
they were subjects, and might not go
beyond the law”.

"...They talked of law; he answered
that necessity knoweth no law; his neces-
sity was to trade. “For being in one of
the Queen of England's Armados, and
having many soldiers in them, he had
need of some refreshing for them, and
of victuals, and of money also: without
which he would not depart”... (from
Sparke's Narrrative). He told them that
he had no ulterior motives; he wanted to
trade, not to get them into trouble with
their rulers. And why should any trouble
be anticipated? He was sailing under
the flag of England, and was content to
be open and above board; he would do
nothing to dishonour his sovereign and
his own reputation. What he asked them
to do was to supply for themselves an
admitted want, in a transaction which
would redound to their profit as well as
his own. As for the prohibition, it must
surely be a mistake so far as he was
concerned, and they might deal with
him without danger, “because their
Princes were in amity one with another,
and for our parts we had free traffic in
Spain and Flanders"—Philip's own

dominions—"and therefore he knew no
reason why he should not have the like
in all his dominions”.

"...They invited him to bring his ships
from the bay into the harbour and wait
for ten days while they communicated
with the Governor of the Province, who
resided at sixty leagues' distance. To
bring the business to this point had taken
four days. Hawkins fetched his ships
inside and re-victualled. But he had no
intention of waiting ten days there, his
slaves and his men eating their heads
off in idleness, on the off-chance of an
answer from the Governor which might
be favourable or unfavourable.

"...the haggling went on again, and
was continued until April 14th, when
the Governor appeared on the scene.

"To him, Hawkins made formal
petition. He declared that “he was come
thither in a ship of the Queen's Majesty
of England, being bound to Guinea; and
thither driven by wind and weather; so
that being come thither, he had need of
sundry necessaries for the reparation of
the said Navy, and also a great need of
money for the payment of his soldiers,
unto whom he had promised payment;
and therefore, although he would, yet
they would not depart without it. And
for that purpose, he requested licence
for the sale of certain of his Negroes;
declaring that thought they were
forbidden to traffic with strangers; yet
for that there was great amity between
their Princes, and that the thing pertained
to our Queen's Highness; he thought he
might do their Prince a great service,
and that it would be well taken at his
hands, to do it in this cause.”

"It was a glaring false pretence, fully
understood on both sides, designed
merely to give the Spanish authorities
and excuse for presentation to their own
conscience and to their superiors.
Hawkins got his way. Sitting in Council,
the Governor heard the petition and
granted the licence. There was another
dispute about the King's custom. The
duty was 30 ducats on each slave—£8.5s
of the money of that day, and nearer
£70 value of our own. Hawkins saw
that the buyers at Burboroata were not
going to approach the price he wanted
for the slaves, and that, if he had to pay
this heavy duty, his own profits would
be a vanishing quantity. Time was
slipping on. He had now exhausted every
device but one: he had recourse to that.

"“‘He prepared 100 men, well-armed
with bows, arrows, harquebuses, and
pikes; with the which he marched to the
townards.” This was the first armed
measure against the Spaniards. The show
of hostility set up a panic. The Governor
sent him a messenger, “straight, with all
expedition”, to ask him to state his
demands, and to march no further until
he had received the answer. Hawkins
said the duty must be reduced to 7.5%,
which was the ordinary custom for wares
imported into the West Indies, and not a

27



28

stiver more would he pay. Further, if
they refused to make the abatement, “he
would displease them”.

"It was enough. They had no great
wish to be “displeased” after the manner
which they knew Hawkins might be
expected to adopt, and the Governor
sent him word that “all things should be
to his content”. Hostages were demand-
ed for the performance of the Spaniards'
promises, and sent. The traffic in slaves
commenced. The poorer settlers having
bought all they could afford, the richer
sort came down to haggle further about
the price. Once more Hawkins had to
threaten that he would take his goods
elsewhere; once more the threat was
successful. By May 4th they had
exhausted the market and had done very
well indeed init..." (ibid. pp.70-75).

"... the Viceroy (of Santo Domingo)
had raged furiously when he learnt that
'‘Achines' was upon his coasts, and had
sent an express commission to La Hacha,
La Veal, and other places, forbidding
the King's subjects to have any dealings
with the English marauder. Hawkins
learnt this the first day he went on shore
to “have talk with the King's Treasurer
of the Indies, resident there”. But he
had foreseen the circumstance, and
divined the course of events that would
follow. He was not to be disturbed either
by the prohibitions or by the threats of
the Spaniards. He had some negroes left;
the settlers wanted to buy them. Viceroy
and Council notwithstanding, he meant
to conclude his trading at Rio de la
Hacha. The Treasurer told him that they
durst not traffic with him, for, if they
did, “they should lose all that they did
traffick for, besides their bodies, at the
magistrate's commandment”...

"Hawkins smiled at their fears, knew
how much they counted for, and quietly
advanced the old story. “He was in an
Armado of the Queen's Majesty of
England”, and on the affairs of the
Queen. He had been driven out of his
course by contrary winds, and he had
hoped in these parts to find the same
friendly relations existing between hon-
est traders of England and Spain as in
Spain itself. There was no reason that
he knew of why this should not be so,
for perfect amity reigned between King
Philip and Queen Elizabeth. Thus he
preferred his request to be allowed to
trade; if it were not granted, he would
see if he could not argue more forcibly,
employing falcons, arquebuses, bows,
and pikes, instead of words. He “willed
them to determine either to give him
licence to trade, or else stand to their
own arms!” Experience had taught
Hawkins that a lot of argument was
nothing but waste of time. The Spaniards
wanted his slaves, and the cause of their
apparent reluctance to buy was not any
fears of the thunders of the Viceroy of
the distant displeasure of the Monarch;
they believed that by making it as
difficult as possible for him to sell they

would get a reduction in price corres- more about the half-price for his

ponding to the size of the obstacles they goods... Hawkins got rid of all his

placed in his way. But they could not negroes." (ibid. pp.76-81).

carry out this programme twice with

Hawkins. Upon the first sign of Thus, we have the methods by which

prevarication he threatened to retaliate the English established, what came to
with cannon-balls. be known as thégreat trade in the
"The result demonstrated his pres- West". Leaving aside the natural bias of
cience and the perspicacity of his the author of the above account in
judgment. At the first suggestion of ., iging justification for Hawkins

force, the opposition collapsed partly: o .
they would give him a licence to trade if methods, it is obvious that trade was

he would reduce the price of his slaves Viewed as the ultimate purpose that
by half. “If it liked him not”, they said, ~transcended all law and, if that law was
“he might do what he would, for they made by a Catholic authority, all the
were determined not to deal otherwise more reason for refusing to respect it.
with him”. There was a saturnine gngland and Spain were at peace at this
humour in Hawkins's response 1o this 546 hut, as will be seen later, it was a

piece of bluff. “You deal too rigorously
with me, said he, in effect, to go about peace that was only respected on one

to cut my throat in the price of my Slde€.

commodities, which are so reasonably ~ While in the Caribbean Hawkins
priced that you cannot get them as cheapagain used the opportunity to take on a
from any other trader. But, seeing that cargo which included sweet potato and
you've sent me this supper, Senorighacco in order to trade when he
Treasurer—T'll see what | can bring you ye,rned to England thus ensuring that

fo.r. brletzakfa.T\;. 21st S ﬂ . he made a profit at both ends of the
...Itwas May 21st. Soon after sunrise expedition.

there was a puff of white smoke from . .

the side of the flagship, and the hoarse O his return to England in the
voice of a whole-culverin awakened the Summer of 1565'he found himself
town of Rio de la Hacha. Hawkins had a famous, popular, and a favourite at
firm belief in the value of a demonstra- Court". Philip Il of Spain protested at
tion of energy. He did not want a the manner in which Hawkins had
?aggv'r;]afyb encounter with ”;? Span- hahaved in his dominions, but there was
lards; the best way to carry his point very little he could do about it—beyond

without it was, he thought, to advertise i h f .
a bloodthirsty intention as loudly as Making sure that any future efforts on

possible. He got ready his hundred menHawkins part would be met with sterner
in armour, and presently a little floatilla resistance. As for Elizabeth:

of boats left for the shore. Hawkins led
in the great boat, with two brass falcons
in her bows. The other boats were armed
with double-bases..." {After firing from
his boat at the defending men on the
beach his landing party made shore}.

"Hawkins went quietly on with his
plans, knowing full surely that he had
only to persevere with the attack in order
to secure all he wanted, and that any
show of pusillanimity would be fatal.
He drew up his force on the beach, and

"if Elizabeth remonstrated with the
Plymouth corsair at all for what he had
done in the West Indies, she knew that
he understood her motives and knew
where her sympathies were. He had done
a very valuable service to the English
marine by showing the way to the West
Indies; if he terrorised Philip at the same
time, Elizabeth might protest with her
lips, but she rejoiced in her heart. And
equally did every English Protestant
rejoice..." (ibid. pp.92-94).

marched towards the town. The expected

result followed immediately in the shape In point of fact, shortly after his
of a messenger with a flag of truce. return to England in 1565, Queen
“The Treasurer marvelled’, said the gjizaheth bestowed on Hawkins his own
messenger, “what he meant t0 do, 10 a4 ot Arms. To ensure that the Court

come ashore in that order, seeing they d et I that
had granted every reasonable demand?¢ SOCIely generally was aware tha

he had made”. Hawkins took no notice. this reward was being given for his ser-
This was not to the point, and he vices in trading slaves in the Spanish
marched forward. The messenger Caribbean, the coat of arms included a
begged him to halt his men and come crest depicting'a demi-Moor proper
forward alone to speak with the Treas- hqnd in a cord". It was granted on the
urer..Thls Hawkins agreed to do. recommendation of the Queen's advisors,
‘Midway between the two forces the g \yjiliam Cecil and the Earl of Leices-

parley was held. Hawkins clad in L -
armour, went without any weapon, and ter. Thus was the origin of the illegal

of course on foot. The Spanish officer English slave trade commemorated
was armed cap-a-pie, and on horsebackduring the first decade of Elizabeth's
Thus they “communed together”. It reign.

issued thus—that all Hawkins requests  There was a gap of nearly three years
were conceded, and we hear nothingpetween the 1564 voyage and Hawkins's



third voyage, which appears to have for Antwerp. On board, besides the cargo
included almost all the shareholders from of wool, were 155 chests containing the
the first and second voyages. But money intended to pay the Duke of
Hawkins' third voyage did not meet with Alva's soldiers. The official figure for
the same success as his two previoughe bullion on board was in the region of
ones. It seems that, after being defied by£85,000 sterling but there was also a
Hawkins on the two previous occasions, significant amount of private non-
the Spanish were more organised to resisGovernment money on board. The latter
him on the third time. was the property of individual Spanish
"The 1567 slave voyage was simply a merchants and was estimated to be in
complete disaster. Hawkins was plaguedthe region of £40,000, money that was
from the start with troubles that ran the probably intended to be used for
gamut from recalcitrant crew members speculative purposes.

to a scarcity of slaves and numerous The unprotected convoy experienced

stubborn Spanish colonial officials. . . .
Ultimately, he managed to get trapped storms in the Bay of Biscay and this,

in the harbor at San Juan de Ullua by together with the fear of being inter-
the westbound Spanish Plate Fleet. All cepted by Huguenot privateers who had
but two of his ships were destroyed, by now got sight of them, compelled
most of his crews killed or captured, them to seek shelter in the ports of

a”g the bulk of hij profrits ][Fm- Thhis pu"fSouthampton, Plymouth, and Falmouth.
a devastating end to the first phrase of , ... ;
England's dabbling in the slave trade..." Initially, on 2nd December, the English

(John Hawkins's Troublesome Voyages: Government promised the Spanish safe
merchants, bureaucrats, and the origin of passage for the money chests to Dover
the Slave Tradéby Ronald Pollitt. Pub. in -
‘Journal of British Studies,' Vol. 12, no. 2, .(the preferred arrangement as the Span
May 1973, p.29). ish feared that the Huguenot privateers

' were hovering outside the other ports)

Although Hawkins and Francis Drake PUt, two weeks later, this promise had
(who was a cousin of Hawkins and still not been made good. Then, on 19th
Captain of one of the ships of the exped-December, the English Government

ition) managed to get back to England, @nnounced it had changed its mind and
the humiliating outcome of the third Moved the treasure to the Tower of

"There are several possible answers.
The first, almost always the first in
Elizabeth's reign, was that she needed
the money. There can be no doubt about
that. Some time someone will write the
history of the effect upon English public
finance of the almost complete collapse
of the Antwerp money market in the
late 1560s. Elizabeth was feeling its first
repercussions in 1568 and had not yet
had time to make the adjustments which
she was to make later. For the moment
she was resorting to such doubtful
devices as state lotteries and forced
loans. Certainly she was in a very
receptive mood toward £85,000 in ready
money, wherever it came from. And then
there was the Hawkins affair in Mexico,
news of which reached England almost
simultaneously with the arrival of the
pay-ships. All the facts were not yet
known, but this much was known, that
the Spanish had broken faith with
Hawkins and robbed him of most of the
returns from a successful slaving adven-
ture. And there was the peremptory way
in which Philip of Spain had dismissed
Elizabeth's ambassador, Dr. Mann, for
no other reason than because he was too
good a Protestant to suit the Spanish
taste. Or it may have been a desire to
handicap Alva in his military operations
against the Dutch rebels, or it may have
been a desire on Cecil's part to break up
a dangerous rapprochement between
Spain and the disaffected Catholic

expedition became the excuse for Eliza- London. (Itis interesting that Sir Thomas
beth's Government to take her prc,\,O_Gresham, whom we met earlier, appears

cation of the Spanish to a new level. to have been involved in advising the
gueen regarding the money chestee-

. ! : : Queen Elizabeth's Seizure Of The Duke Of
Elizabeth's Provocation of Spain Alva's Pay-Ships, by Conyers Read, pub. in

At this time the Spanish were involv-  journal of Modern Historyvol. V, number
ed in one of their periodic struggles with 4, December 1933, p.453). reasoning of Elizabeth in taking the
Protestant-led forces in the Netherlands ~ The justification for this action was {easure from the Spanish pay-ships, one
(as indeed were the French with thethe claim, on the part of the English thing is paramount. This was an extreme
Protestant Huguenots who had their basesovernment, that the money remained 5.tion at the time and such actions are
at La Rochelle). England was not neutral the property of the Genoese bankers untilnqertaken in full knowledge that they
in these conflicts and had been surrepti-such time as the Spanish authorities i”provide the victim with a legitimate
tiously doing all she could to destabilise the Netherlands took charge of it. As \a550n for going to war. This was no
Spanish rule in the Netherlands. In 1568such, any promise of safe passage wagpgre petty humiliation. Money, destined
she was also actively engaged in sendingetracted, as the English themselves now, pay the army of a nation which was
regular convoys of supplies to the claimed ownership of the treasure experiencing an armed threat to its
Huguenot port of La Rochelle to help it because they had now come to an arrangegerritories, was taken by the Government
in its conflict with the French. As well ment with the Genoese bankers for ¢ 5 country with which that nation was
as this, many expert English sailors taking the loan themselves. It is incon- ostensibly at peace and in whose
sailed on Huguenot privateering ships ceivable that this was done without full parpours safety had been sought under
which were also permitted to use ports knowledge of the likely repercussions. internationally agreed principles. There
on the south coast of England as save  The reasons why the English Govern- could be no higher provocation outside
havens. ment behaved in such a provocativethat of outright invasion. What reasons

In the Autumn of 1568, while Hawk- manner are not difficult to fathom. Most can there be for such actions other than

sympathizers in the English privy
council. Probably all of these factors
contributed. It would be fruitless to try
to determine their relative importance
..." (Conyers Read, op. cit., pp.447-448),

In attempting to comprehend the

ins was experiencing his difficulties in
South America, Philip Il of Spain had
arranged to borrow bullion from Geno-

historians claim that the reasons thethat war was desired?
Spanish treasure was taken was in retali- At this stage England was still in a
ation for the destruction of Hawkins's state of flux. It was only ten years since

ese bankers in order to pay his troopsthird voyage (news of which came the country was ruled by Catholic Mary

fighting under the Duke of Alva

through about this time) but, while this and there remained significant elements

(Governor of the Spanish Netherlands). may have been a consideration, it iswho continued to hold Catholic views
The convoy, consisting of four small unlikely that it was among the main particularly in the north of the country
coasters and one fair-sized ship, leftreasons. One commentator provides awhere Mary, Queen of Scots had taken
Spain in early November 1568 bound list of possible motives: up residence in exile. The Protestant
29
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population was itself largely divided come to the throne in a country which diers at that time defending its territories
between the Puritan strand and thewas not sure of itself. The inherited in the Netherlands, but it seized all
Henryite version, as the influence of anti- Protestant-Catholic and Protestant- property belonging to Spanish nationals
Catholicism had still to be honed into Puritan fissures left it weakened in termsthat it could impound, not only within
the cohesive propaganda tool that it laterof its identity and, if it was to compete, its borders but also on the open seas. It
became. The divisions in the country atlet alone survive, alongside the other also imprisoned all the Spanish sailors
large were also manifest within the European Powers, it needed to be resoand merchants it found in the country
Government. It is known that Cecil lute in terms of how it saw itself not and on ships commandeered by its
himself had recently changed his positiononly domestically but how it could privateers. It topped this by placing the
from one which espoused caution in thecohere as a nation in its dealings with Spanish Ambassador to Elizabeth's court
Government's dealings with Spain to onethe wider world. Thus, the provocation under house arrest and when an Envoy
which had become increasingly belliger- of a war (which would have been fought was sent by the Spanish authorities to
ent towards that country. It was also largely on naval lines) would appear to open negotiations, he was arrested as
known that, before his adoption of this be the only reasonable explan