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So lack of a good theological underpinning is the problem!
Jack Lane

| think he could not be more wrong. Older religions and
faster-growing religions do not exist and thrive on the basis of
theology—which is essentially an effort to dissect and analyse
the nature of God. Theology in itself can be a very insecure
basis for religion at the best of times.

The Jews were chosen by their God as his people, who
spoke to them a few times, gave them some real estate and a
set of Commandments and as a result they have no problem

There has been much agonising by figures in the Catholibout him or his nature. Their relationship is clear as they are
Church on the 50th anniversary of the opening of Vatican Jnade in his image and their rabbis work out the practicalities
Nobody can now deny that this was the harbinger of a declirlgvolved.

in the strength of Irish Catholicism, as this magazine has For Moslems their God experimented with a number of

always claimed. But what exactly went wrong? prophets, a sort of trial and error process, and finally settled on
Fr. Vincent Twomey SVD is emeritus Professor of Moralone and made him the final one, Mohammad. God wrote a

Theology at St Patrick’s College, Maynooth and a Ieadin%OOk of instructions for him and his followers and while
expert on the subject of theology. He had a piece ifrigte uslims can analyse and interpret this book, the author is

Catholicon 1st October to explain what went wrong. He Saysabove and beyond all that and there is no need to analyse him
that before Vatican 2: as he said all that needed saying.

By contrast the Christian God is a bit of riddle. For a start

"If any local Church was ripe for renewal—and could have, _ . . ; ) S ;
achieved it—it was the Irish Catholic Church. Practice was a?? Is three in one and/or one in three. It's a bit like getting your

record levels for both Sunday and daily Mass-going. Devotion ind around a Three Card Trick trying to visualise this God.

and confraternities flourished, Seminaries, Religious and'® Peécame man, reportedly said some pious things, died, rose
missionary congregations were bursting at the seams.” again and disappeared. He left no instructions as was the case

. . . .in other religions.
There is a peculiar logic here. The Church was never in
better shape in Ireland than it was just before Vatican 2 but s state of affairs gave rise to countless heresies, different

that made itipe for renewal _ views of what God is, and an immense theology arose to
Let's take an analogy to explore the sense of this thesig,qo1ve these problems.

The Cork football team establishes a very successful run, wins Sorting out riddles is very good for the brain and the

every game (beating Kerry well every time), wins a string ofmagination. Trying to calculate the number of angels on the
All Irelands (against Kerry), and wins every other championpeaq of 4 pin etc. helped develop the imagination in a way that
ship, fills every stadium wherever they appear, establishes ajjitated the development of modern science, which relies

interna_tional repu_tation for its football _skills. The Club is atyore and more on the imagination: as the 'real’ world disappears
top of its game, literally and metaphorically. Then the GAAy e and more from physical view, the more it is analysed.

Executive suddenly decides the timéripe for renewal”of However, this does not solve the riddle of the Christian
the team, that it should be shaken up and game-plan disruptgl,y and humanity cannot be at peace with itself on the basis
How should the Cork GAA board react? Should it agree angs 5 rigge: life will then always remain problematic and that
begin ‘renewing’ a winning formula? Is it not more likely g 4 ynsatisfactory way to live. The Irish Catholic Church had
say that it will not fix something that is working perfectly found a way of coping with this dilemma in Vatican 1 days,
well? Any other response would be crazy. Yet is this not whaf; that is rare. And how this was done horrifies Fr. Twomey
happened with Vatican 2? The lrish Church, never morgg i \as done by ignoring theology. And yet he must see that
successful, agreed twenewal” and created a disaster for i\ a5 a dose of theological innovation from Rome that helped

itself. _ demolish the thriving Irish Church.
Fr. Twomey has an explanation for what happened. It was g ¢jaims the problem was that the Council was all mis-

not the Vatican's fault—perish the thought—it was the fault Ofyyerpreted by the Irish. But surely it is the job of infallible
the Irish Church: it was not ready for this renewal because gome to prevent misinterpretation? That is what it has been
did not have a sufficient grasp of theology. What happenegying for 2,000 years. It is hardly reassuring or convincing

was a bit like Garret Fitzgeraldl&ctumabout the economy— 5+ Rome failed, or was powerless against misinterpretation
it was fine in practice but it did not work in theory. by the Irish, in putting its case to them.

Vatican 2—what went wrong?

Fr. Twomey elaborates: My barometer for understanding Irish Catholicism pre-

"The malaise of modern Irish Catholicism is its inability to and post-Vatican 2 is my mother. She would have been
take theology seriously. Asked how he got on at the Secon@presentative of the millions who were the backbone of the
Vatican Council, one Irish bishop is reported to have repliedChurch in Ireland—and elsewhere. She was born in 1916 and
“Well, it was really all a bit of a waste of time. They talked ng doubt her mother told her, as she told me, that the world
about nothing but theology.” To what extent this commeni,,q gone mad in 1914. My mother’s life would have confirmed
reflected the general attitude of Irish bishops who attended tr}ﬁat conclusion. In her childhood she experienced two wars,

Council, I am unable to judge. But the remark would seem t Vi et
reflect the general attitude of Irish clerics to theology then azhe War of Independence and the "Civil War and her home

now: a waste of time. This is one of the main reasons, it seenﬁ@ceived the attention of the Tans and the Free State Army.

to me, why in Ireland the Council failed to achieve the renewaPhe lived though an ‘economic war', the Blueshirt/ FF conflict,
that Blessed Pope John XXIIl had hoped to promote when h&/W 2 and the Cold War. The outside world was full of wars
surprised the world by calling an Ecumenical {i.e. Universal}and rumours of wars all her adult life, with a very real prospect
Council." of the human race being wiped out at any moment.



In this scenario the Catholic Church was a beacon of s
in a mad world and was a most benign alternative to live
(And for good measure there was the additional bonus
miracle for her concerning yours truly. | was born wit
serious liver problem, was hospitalised but discharged as
beyond hope of recovery. She promptly 'did the rounds'
Holy Well with me and | made a full recovery.)

Then she was suddenly faced with results of Vatical
The priest jabbering away in English, an experiment with
confession, taking and eating rather than ‘receiving’ the
of Christ (the introduction of knives and forks would h
been no surprise), guitars and songs in the Church, sh

hands there, Stations of the Cross dumped in a local rive§ and

some favourite Saints abolished. Even the architecture o
next world was changed. A big department, Limbo,
abolished, Purgatory seemed to have closed down and t
department became very much cooler. Hell freezing ove
longer seemed an impossibility.

An alien religion had appeared. And a normal religi
person cannot have two religions. It was not convincing t
that all this was needed to come to terms with the mo
world, as she believed in her religion insofar as itdittome
to terms with most of what the modern world had to offer.

But it took another shock to finally destroy her faith. It
the Papal visit. She had gone on the usual pilgrimag
Knock and Lourdes and would come back spiritually refres
She approached the Papal visit in a similar way and | exp
a similar reaction. The very opposite happened. She
disillusioned by the whole spectacle. It did nothing what
for her. It was empty and crass. There was an addi

disgust at the consequences of a lack of toilet facilities |n a

Limerick field while the Pope John said Mass. | will spare
reader her graphic description of this, but for her it was

Pope saying Mass in a toilet. | then realised this new depajtulatellectual Life In Ireland

of a globe-trotting Pope was incongruous and idiotic. The
seen and heard of Christ’s Vicar on Earth the better as he
really of, or for, this world. A celebrity Pope is oxymoron
That was why the then Bishop of Cork, Lucey, kept him ay
from his patch despite St. Jack Lynch being Taoiseach a
time. He only turned up to wave him goodbye, that was
my mother had to go to Limerick.

The point of all this is that no theology whatever W
involved in the creation and demise of my mother’s beli
She was in any case a theological heretic, strictly speal

nse
by.
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and it did precisely the opposite.

S
raison d'étrewas torefuseto come tor

terms with the modern, liberal, wor

and it thrived—most spectacularly of ll

In Ireland.
It looked on the emerging libe

r
world as inevitably leading to disasltr translations of some episcopal comments appeared in the Froggy column,

and the wars and horrors of the followi
century has not disproved that the{

Report
d
French law , the PACS, allows for State recognition of civil unions
between couples, regardless of gender. However Gay Marriage is now on
the agenda. This is opposed by the French Hierarchy. The following

g Marriage For All in Labour Affairs, Dec-Jan 2013

is.

Yet | never see Church leaders prep
to learn some lessons from Vatican
Surely there are grounds for suspec
that the liberal world is not finished wi
its love of wars and their inevitab
horrors that might well yet put the 2
century in the shade in these matters
the first years of the 21st century

anything to go by. | cannot see w
Church leaders cannot learn so
lessons from Vatican 1 that might

relevant for today and and forget ab
trying to put a good face on the disa
that was Vatican 2.

Theology seems to be in fashipn
among Catholics, probably because fhe

current Pope is a theologian. He
already shown that this discipline d

not make for a sensible Pope. His fifst

major outing on the subject after bec
ing Pope was a disaster, the Regens
speech. He insulted Islam by accusin

of relying on the sword whereas the

Christian Church was based on rea

for its success. As if the opposite was
not just as convincing. It was neither

good history or theology.

In this speech Benedict set out
show that God was reasonabléda the
ancient Greeks. It is worth noting that

arguing this he had a swipe at the Irjsh

theologian, Duns Scotus, for what

called his'voluntarism", because Scotu
did not accept this thesis about God.
Scotus, God was beyond reason
could not be limited to reason. In oth
words he could not be nicely summ

up, defined and put in a box labellgd
reason, and made to look like an ancipnt

Greek. And, after all, reason did not
that much for the Greeks as th
subsequent history showed.

Perhaps the Irish, as they were ne
subject to Greco-Roman discipline
thought or deed, just cannot relate

and

e
1
n

" French Bishops On Gay Marriage

differences. There is no discrimination
in excluding from the category of mar-
riage other sort of unions. It is not
inequality to treat differently different
realities.

gMgr. Georges Pontier, Archbishop

o of Marseilles 12 November 2012

h Why do we oppose this law?

if  Because marriage is an institution
re whi i ion-

Wh'Ch organises a_md supports_ relaftlo_n The institution of marriage is not the
Y ships and mutual rights and duties within recognition by society of the love of
€society: it rests on relations between men 9 y y

e and women, mother and father, son andtWO persons, but of their will to commit

utdaughter, brother and sister. It looks toto _each other, to give S'Fa.‘b'.“ty to their
. union and to guarantee filiation.
€rits future.

. . The phrase'right to a child" is
Because marriage is not the place : ; . .
. . .~ confusing. Itis the child who has rights,
where society recognises love relation-. . . .
: o including the right to have a connection
ships between citizens.

Because children are the fruit of love with a mother and a father, connection

o which will allow him or her to build his

between a man and a woman; children . S
S . or her personality. The child is not an

find by them a mother and a father who _, . . . .

. . object designed to fill a gap or fulfil a
bring them the wealth of their comple- :
- I desire.
urmentarmes.

9 Because there does not exist a right
to marriage, nor a right to have children,
and even less a right to acquire children

y any sort of means. Because children
have the right to know those who engen-
a

" dered them, thus to be made a part of T .
line; to be educated by them and to call.paCt giving rights to any couple cohabit-

them: Mum and Dad. Because this ing}, we were told it was jut a question

. project is a bad response to the expres-of defending the dignity of homosexuals,

in " . - ~and that adoption was out of the question.
sion of a suffering, a response that will

! Today, still under cover of non-discrimination,
create many other sufferings and weak- T
the law on adoption is on the agenda.

nesses by destroying fundamental mark_Preventing a child outright from having

ers and points of reference. . LT
. ._amum and dad is not seen as a discrimin-
Because something very deep is_.. :
. . ation.... But let us make no mistake,
affected in this cultural and anthro- _ .. ;
BT ological upheaval this is not the end. We are following an
ng P09 P L , ideological trend which does not intend
Because all this is done in a hurry,
. . to stop there. The next step has begun
without a debate in depth, whereas the .
to reveal itself through gender theory.
We will be asked to accept the idea that
sexual difference is only biological and
Mgr. Michel Pansard, Bishop of ~ does not concern the deep and

Ver  Chartres, 19 September 2012 fundamental identity of the person.
N Marriage is not just the utilitarian or Everyone can therefore choose one’s

toromantic celebration of a love. By sexual orientation {hetero, homo, bi,

Mgr. Olivier de Germay, Bishop
of Ajaccio 1 August 2012
Let us not forget the red thread which
runs through this type of laws. At the
time of the debate of PACS {official

2 O

a)

to

e

O'Ul
=

U

o guestion is serious and not of extreme
i, urgency.

theology based on that discipline a
that is probably the real source of

nd concentrating our attention on the indivi- trans, etc} independently of one’s
edual and his or her feelings, we risk gender. In consequence it will be

problem that Fr. Twomey is wrestlirjg limiting marriage to a private and inti- forbidden—because it will be considered
with. The Irish God was a more cofi- mate affair, in which it is then not clear as brain-washing—to give a boy an
prehensive God and did not need tojbewhy the State should be involved. education including masculine points of
fully understood to be acceptable. The reference and to give a girl an education
heart ruled the head for them and their Mgr. Roland Minnerath, with feminine points of reference. This
understanding of God was not a cereljralArchbishop of Dijon, 14 September 2012 would go against the all-powerful
affair. | feel Fr. Twomey is onto a lopt ~ The phraséhomosexual marriage” individual freedom to free oneself from
cause as he is trying to prove otherwgse.in contradictory. Marriage supposes seXnature...



The ideologies of the last thirty yeaLs from the Civil Code as regards marriage. can. The proposed new Civil Code will
have worked on society and led in larje The words mother and father are ex-not acknowledge this situation, thereby
part to the breakdown of the family; punged, replaced as appropriate by removing its support.

new ideologies will allow the destructioh "Parents, one of the parents, the other ~ The White Paper makes it clear that

of the person. In both cases it is socig¢ty parent, one or the other of the parents,0pening marriage to same sex couples

in its entirety that is falling apart. a parent, one of the two parents, the means transforming the Civil Code from
legal representatives”. beginning to end and denying the reality

of life for the whole of society, for the
sake of a minute minority.

Mgr. D’Ornellas, Archbishop of

Rennes, 20 November 2012 Step-mother and step-father become

"step-parent§ the same with mother in

The Catholic Church is respectfyl This proposed legislation is put

. . law etc. ) LT

and loving towards the weakest. In tHis : forward without proper reflection;
o . ; Wife and husband are replaced by. .. .

case it is particularly mindful of th "spouse” initially the French media talks about

. - . 'marriage for all", as if incest was no
Widow becomes&surviving spouse”. . -
Jlonger forbidden, or age restriction no

Maternal and paternal are erased,; .
longer applied.

maternal and paternal branches of the e
) N The proposed legislation is made on
family become"each branch of the . : }
the sole basis of equal rights; yet that

fam(izly". dmoth d dfath principle is not applied consistently; it
Mgr. Philippe Gueneley, bishop beco;zrlggr? q pzrre n?;. grandiath®r yoes not explain why incest should
of Langres, 9 November 2012 continue to be forbidden: a certificate of
Sexual difference, the foundation @f There is a slight problem in that in sterility (what could be easier?) would
marriage from its origin, would b¢ French the wordparents also means enable a brother and sister to have their
weakened if marriage for homosexual "relatives'; when it does mean that, the relationship recognised; in the same way,
couples was inscribed in law. The unign new Code uses the phrdperson united why should people under 18 not have
of two women and the union of two mgn {to the child} by links of kinship or the right to marry? Why can't siblings
is not fertile without the intervention alliance {marriage}" or "family = have homosexual relationships? Why
a third party. If what is in question  member’ doesn't everyone have equal rights?
taking into consideration the love whi _ _ Basing action on 'equal rights' is a
unites two women and the love whigh A b]ggef problem is that the word jinera) attitude: | do as | like; it's my
unites two men, there is no legal necgs-Parent is not used to mean whatitmeantjgn never mind the effect on other
sity to call this situation a marriagd. In the Civil Code, i.e. the person who noqpje.
Another word must be found. engendered the child. Now, in a same’  1pg proposed legislation presupposes
The stakes are far higher than apper$€X couple, at most one of the coupley,a sex differences do not matter as far
in the proposed law : the law strikes fat Will b€ @ parent. Not only has marriage qcreation and bringing up children is
the family in its anthopological naturg, P€come something else, but paremhoo‘ﬁoncerned. This is a mistaken approach.
and relativises sexual differences whifh &S Well. _ _ The family is already changing very
are source of fecundity. It makes The other change is that there will t5q¢. it is not a good idea to accelerate
another tear in the social cohesion fof P& &t most on&branch” of kinship for — yhe movement by passing a law that
our country, which does not need ndw &nY child; any grandparents on the otheryemolishes a traditional institution, and
sources of divisions. It creates ndw Side will be people with no biological jemgjishes the consecration of the notion
conflicting duties and does not respdctconnection. The family will no longer o otherandfather
conscientious objections. It is not a mapk CONsist of blood relatives. Itwillbecome — he jaw should provide for the norm.
of progress in our civilisation. a grouping of people connected by what? g |ggal position of traditional families
Feelings? Promises? There will also begpq,1d not be disrupted for the sake of
a shadow world of people (shadow {he minyte minority. Until now, the

children and their upbringing. The layv
is particularly unjust in creating

discrimination: it will be imposed orr
some children to be without a mother pr
without a father .

—

Cathy Winch parents) who have contributed their jjea that children have a mother and a
ge:es tlodnev(\j/ tgene_r?tlons but are nOkather was presupposed in the official
acknowledged to exist. texts; long may it stay that way.

The French White Paper In one Article of the Code, L222.5 gmay 4 y

the difference between men and womgn Report
has not been removed, although, with

Christine Taubira, Hollande's only some slight distortion of reality, i
Minister for Justice, has rewritten could have been. The Article relates fo :
Napoleon'Code Civilto make it accept-  refuges available to pregnant womdn !N 2012 there were 20,694 marriages
able to homosexuals who desire to marry(pregnant women!) and single mothe}s Petween men and women in 2012.
officially. This basically involves (mothers!) with children under the a There were 429 civil unions: 243
removing the words 'father' and 'mother' of three who need support. Socigl between men, 166 between women.
throughout in the thousands of instancesworkers will help to preserve contac The Civil Partnership Bill was passkd
where they occur in the Civil Code. = with the {father' crossed outpther | p the Dail in 2010 and came into efffct

It also involves changing the law on parent if desirable. on 1st January 2011.
incest: now marriage is also forbidden

for Same Sex Marriage
Civil Unions

between brothers, between sisters, and Considerations Question: As the worgayshas beef
between uncle and nephew, and between Society still operates with men anfl taken to describe people who are pot
aunt and niece. women getting together and procreating, heterosexual, should not their uniond be

Any mention of gender is removed bringing up the children as best thgy calledgayage?




hn Minah the Spanish turned to Pope Alexander in
]0 n iviinahnane that capacity, he responded in style. In

1493 he issued five Bulls, in which he
literally donated (Honamus, concedi-
mus...": Delgado p336) all the lands
discovered in the west to the Kings of
1492 And Its EffeCtS On Ireland Castille. One of these Bulls specifically
In an article in the last issue of on the advance, the Popes also had tci La(;i(:mt(r;atotr;er ;;rrc]esegt_ F:]I?Shtcfﬁlgezr;
Church and Statksaid that the scale of try to think strategically for Europe, previously: :0 then ythe Igortuguese were
killing of non-combatants practised by encouraging Christian counter-moves. out! But this had to’ be reconsidered and
the English in Ireland at various times  In the mid-15th century, when the a Iiﬁe had to be drawn in the map of the
in the 16th century and in the early 17th Turks captured Constantinople, the pic- . .
world to allow Portugal its fair share. In
century was unparalleled anywhere elseture was bleak. The Portuguese were, following year this was formalised
in Europe. However, some parallels canthe most active counter-movers, picking in the Treaty of Tordesillas, where the
be found in what the Spanish were doingup territories in Africa and developing a line of partition was drawn slo as to give
in America. new slave trade. Pope Nicholas V WasIegal right to the Portuguese to seize
Back in 1992, | remember reading glad to encourage them. In 1452 henorth—western Brazil
how a group of indigenous people living issued a Bull which gave authority to '
in Central America had celebrated the King Alfonso X of Portugal to attack,
fifth centenary of being discovered: they conquer and subjetBaracens, pagans
hanged Columbus in effigy. From their and other infidel enemies of Christ"
point of view he was a bringer of ruin. | seize their territories and goods, and
don't think there were any such cere-reduce them to perpetual slavetyhe
monies in Ireland. The effects of Colum- bull concedes a right of conquest without
bus's voyage on Irish life were indirect, limits and without restrictions'accord-
at a third or fourth remove, yet they ing to Paulino DelgadoL& Teocracia
were certainly powerful and for the Pontifical en las Controversias sobre el
Gaelic population they were extremely Nuevo MundpMexico 1996 p299). It
destructive. wasn't clear that it didn't apply to terri- ander VI authorised the Spanish to take
1492 had a lot of preparation pre- tories like the Canaries, which the Kings ower in America as his feudal subiects
ceding it: there were people who had of Castile considered exclusively theirs..p t as Adrian IV authorised the E J ? h’
been in training. No one had trained However, the Pope showed no concernjlg.i zsto tgakg oauerq::sﬁelan% rll?)rlsa
harder than Columbus himself. Some about any possible conflict with Spanish felugal grant hgw\(lavverl tribute sHouId be
writers (Gunther Hamann etc.) argue thatrights. payable'(oné penny pér house per year"
Columbus was not a modern man, But in 1492 the tables were turned. in the case of Ireland), and Alexander's
meaning that he did not have the mostSpain completed the expulsion of the Bulls make no mentioﬁ of tribute (Del-
up-to-date academic notions. But, Moors and at that very moment dis- gado p331). Also, unlike the Irish grant
although he was no academic, he wascovered a new continent. The Spanishthe Americén gra{nt is not made on th;e
extraordinarily well-read. He had an promptly applied for official approval basis that the territories are islands and
enormous library stocked with every- to Pope Alexander VI, otherwise known therefore for special reasons belong to
thing he could find, print and manuscript, as Rodrigo de Borgia, father of the the Popes (p338)
ancient and modern, that was connectedamous Cesare and Lucrezia. This Borgia Delgado stres.ses that the language
with voyaging, geography and Asian Pope, along with his bitter enemy and in the Bulls is that of handing something
peoples. He read his books actively, successor Julius Il, has won admirationover conceding possession. What is the
filling them with notes. Going from from people not much noted for their fund:almental idea. the doctr.ine behind
theory to practice, he was a most pains-religious enthusiasm—Nietzsche, for this? It must eith,er be theocrz;lcy (the
taking planner and a superb admiral. Heexample. In Nietzsche's opinion theseidea' that the Pope is lord of the world)
was iron-willed, able to be incredibly Popes had ceased to be Christian. Theyralternatively the notion of the indirect
hard on himself and hard on others too.were great Renaissance aristocrats am?emporal powér of the Pope taken at its
No one could have been better equippedessentially pagans, focused on thebroadest Delgado tends more to the first
to invent colonialism. secular world, pursuing huge political option: tHe idea of the Pope as lord of
projects, affirming and enjoying life. the wc;rld is in these Bulls, though not
Others who had been in training This was pretty much what Luther actually expressed '
included the Popes. They were politi- thought of them, in fact, but where '
cians on a number of levels, having a Luther condemned Nietzsche applauded. ~ “The Alexandrine Bulls, which
State power which they needed or The Popes had left negative, mean, confer dominion in the New World on
wanted to make dominant in Italy, and resentful, otherworldly, egalitarian ~ SPain (leaving aside for now the
therefore they were liable to come into Christianity behind, and it was Luther ?gerztls(()er;]totfhg]?ilgatlr urs ef.lé':d;(é?lof]cor?)él
military conflict with powerful European who revived the Christian spirit and ter%poral sovereignty” gp347). pap
kings. At the same time they had to added centuries to its life-span.
perform what was supposed to be their  Whatever the truth of this opinion of When a new continent was dis-
primary function, to preside over the the Renaissance Popes, each of thentovered, the Borgia Pope came forward
religious unity of Europe (and potentially still insisted on being acknowledged as as ultimate lord of the world to dole out
the world). But, with the Muslim Turks the highest Christian authority. When territories to the deserving. He laid down

Part Two

Delgado's book is focused on the
fascinating questionDid the Pope
transfer political sovereignty to the kings
of Castille? Did he really divide, with
that spectacular stroke of the pen, seas
and continents? And if so, by virtue of
what competence®p327). What right
did the Pope have, or think he had, to do
such a thing?

Some writers have argued that Alex-



only one condition: the sovereigns were  Cajetan's views were commonplace  When Philip Il succeeded Charles V
obliged to spread Christianity among the in his Order. Some Spanish Dominicans,the monster was somewhat reduced,
inhabitants of their new territories. without telling the King in so many because the Habsburg Empire was
And so. Euronean colonialism was words that he ought to give back their detached again from the monarchy of
launched V\;itha 2 al blessing. The Po ecolonies, were prepared to take this Spain. However, to compensate for not
did not show ths sFI)i htest avséreness%fposmon publicly. (So much so that being Habsburg Emperor, Philip
the possibility that th?e coples 'discover- Charles V became worried and demand-managed to make himself King of Port-
od' IF;] the we)gt miaht hpavepsome fiaht to ed that any Dominican lectures on thisugal in 1580. This meant picking up
their own self- ovgernment It woulg not theme should be submitted beforehandterritories in Africa, India and Brazil, to
be true to saygthat this id.ea is an ana-to the censor.) go with the Philippines which he had
chronism, inapplicable to the late 15th _se|zed on his own account. He posses_sed,
century. In fact, people of that time Ther_e are_also reports of peopl_e onif anyone ever did, an empire on which
thou ht.of it sai;j it and wrote it. (Not the 'Indian’' side who had clear views the sun never set.
howgver th;)se cople who aré Ca”e'dabout Spanish colonial right. The Philip took a keen interest in Eng-
humanis&s It w:fs trl?e humanists who Cacique of Cenu, a minor lord in Central land. In 1554 he married Queen Mary,
develo ed.the main alternative ar umentAmerica, insisted on having the formal Henry VIII's Catholic daughter who was
for conpuest as ooposed 1o sim ?e a a§panish sovereignty claimfRequire-  restoring the old religion. For four years
donatioqn' tha{t certgiﬁ: coples arginf[()ari[())r ment’) translated and explained to him. he became King of England and Ireland
b naturé incapable gf cFJ)vernin them_His response is recorded by an earlyby right of his wife. Being content with
sglves pr,operll?/ and ?hey neegd theirSpanish writer (1519), cited by Lewis the role, when Mary died he sought an
natural superior’s to govern them. Cf. Hanke: e_xtensior_l by proposing marr_iage_ to her
Richard Tuck The nghts Of War And "The part about there being one God sister Elizabeth. Though this did not
Peacerford’1999 41-44.) who ruled heaven and earth he work out, for some time afterwards

Stranae as it mi ph?[.seem .it was the approved; as for the pope who gave Philip remained friendly towards his
Dominic:n monks V\?hO were éham ons | 2way lands that he didn’t own, he must sister-in-law (it was said that he feared
of pagan liberty. Not all of them pbut have been dr_unk; andaklr_1g who askedthe prospect of a French-English-
maﬁ gTheir Gex.eral Tommaso Caietan for and acquired such a gift must have scottish union of crowns if the monarchy
Stated in & book published in 1517 boKall, liois 1074 napy. - Went to her Catholic rival Mary Queen

P ' erai, ffinois p37). of Scots). However, over time the im-

"Some infidels do not fall under the Sk >k provising power in England came into

temporal jurisdiction of Christian o : ; L
prin(F:)es eitrjler in law or in fact. Take as Spain in the 16th century was by no conflict with Spanlsh interests. It was

an example the case of pagans whoMeans as destructive on its own side ofto0 much involved in supporting Dutch
were never Subjects of the Roman the AtlantiC, but it disrupted EUrOpe too. PrpteSta-nt .rebels and pirating SpianISh
Empire, and who dwell in lands where In the atmosphere created by Spanishships bringing plunder from America.
the term 'Christian’ was never heard. power, the high-flying Popes became And then Philip simply decided to
For surely the rulers of such persons accident-prone. Certainly Spain can peoverthrow the English monarch and
are legitimate rulers... No king, no blamed for the loss of England. In the change the English state religion. After
emperor, not even the Church of Rome, 15205 the Pope clashed with the mightyhis first attempt failed, with the wreck
is empowered to undertake Wal’ agaln_StChaﬂes V, the Habsburg Emperor who of the Great Armada, others were
lthe(rjn for th% pqrpOSﬁ of seizing thelrl happened also to be King of Spain, with Planned and periodically expected. For
ands or reducing them 1o temporal o oq 1t that Rome was spectacularlyexample, there was a major Armada

subjection. Such an attempt would be . o .
basJed upon no just cause of war » Sacked by a Spanish army. Afterwards, Scare and mobilization in England in the

Cajetan said that preachers should beh@ving mended his fences, the Pope wagummer of 1599. (Cf. James Shapiro,

sent to these lands to convert the anxious not to provoke Charles again. 1599: A Year In The Life Of William

inhabitants peacefully,“but men ought So instead he provoked King Henry VIII Shakespeard.ondon 2005, Ch. 9.)

not to be sent with the purpose of of England, Defender of the Faith, author - >k

crushing, despoiling and tempting of a (ghost-written) book against Luther

unbelievers, and making them twofold which was recognized as impeccably

more the children of hell...” (Quoted catholic, and who wanted nothing more loo

by Tuck pp69-70). than to continue being the excellent .

L . . reluctant Ireland to conform to its own

Tuck argues that this view had deep Catholic he then was. All King Henry olicies and structures, the power of
roots in Dominican tradition, deriving asked from the Pope was an annulmeng ain was tempting to t,he Irish. Surely
from Thomas Aquinas. The Dominicans of his marriage to the King of Spain's it pmight be used as a counter.weight’?
definitely did not see the Pope (or anyonerelative, with a view to ensuring his royal There were precedents: Irish kings ana
else) as lord of the world. succession. The Pope was unable to '

How would one have viewed all this,
king at it then from the Irish side?
As Tudor England tried to force a

_ N blice hi princes had been known to go into
"The marked feature of this tradition OP!I9€ NIM. military alliance with foreign powers so
was that, while they agreed whole- “The sheer size and potential wealth 55 15 achieve their ends in Ireland. One

heartedly with the Augustinian and the  of the Habsburg empire after the con-
canonist theory of war as governed by  quests of Mexico in 1521 and Peru in IV of Edward B dD t
the principles of a general legal code, 1533 suggested to many European (ally o war ruce) an ermo
they disagreed equally profoundly with  observers that it could really only be a MQCMUWOUgh (ally of Henry 1), a_nd
any theory of world authority, preferring ~ matter of time before Spain seized 90ing all the way back to the exiled

could find examples in Donal O'Neill

instead a vision of a world of inde-  control of quite literally the whole world  Irish prince who was in discussions with
pendent and equal political commun-  ..." (Anthony Pagderi,ords Of All The  Agricola, Roman governor of Britain,
ities..." (Tuck p68). World, New Haven 1995 p44). about 50 A.D., according to Tacitus. But
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there are not very many of these the reed, which bends in the storm so asased Earl of Clancare. Ellen, her father's
examples on record. They can benot to be broken.A Poem On The | only legitimate child and heir, had been
regarded as extreme and abnormalNéill, ed. B. O CuivCeltica 2 1954.) supposed to marry the planter Nicholas
responses. In the richly varied, parti- Browne. There was now the appalling
cularist politics of Ireland an individual And then there were the few who prospect of the MacCarthys, the ancient
lord would normally seek resources were unbending and who gambled mostpre-Norman power, re-emerging in a
within Ireland for his ambitions, or he on the power of Spain. First of all, James huge unified territory—headed by a man
would accept the current facts of power. FitzMaurice, the most talented of the who was known to have mastered the
This was still the case in the 16th century. Munster FitzGeralds, who was squeezedSpanish language. And this in 1589, the
In the Gaelic or "Gaelicised" parts out of his native province by his jealous year after the Armada!
of Ireland, what most people desired wasrelative the Earl, but who ultimately The English made a measured and
continuation of the kind of political managed to precipitate earl and earldommoderate response—which is to say,
communities they already had, without into a religious war where the Fitz they did not kill Fineen. They merely
fundamental change. | think this state- Geralds were completely destroyed. Andkidnapped him and brought him to
ment is true beyond reasonable doubt:there's Hugh O'Neill, the most important London. Following the destruction of
behaviouriin the 16th and 17th centuries of all, whose relations with Spain remain the Munster Plantation in the rebellion
sufficiently proves it. One prong of for somebody to make sense of. Thoughof 1598, he was briefly allowed back to
English strategy, which Henry VIII he behaved quite like an old-style High West Cork, since it was hoped he could
launched with his scheme'@urrender  King on his tour of Munster in 1600, in be a counterweight to Hugh O'Neill and
and Regrant'was to make the Gaelic fact he seems to have recognized that héhe anticipated Spanish invaders. He
lords a force for change. In the 16th would not have sufficient acceptance in temporised too much, so they kidnapped
century this policy had its most important that role. But then, what was he aiming him again and this time kept him in
success in Thomond. The English- atin the late 1590s, when he held out forLondon, endlessly appealing, until his
educated Donough O'Brien, fourth Earl what Cecil called"Utopia"? Had he death 40 years later. The paranoia which
of Thomond from 1580 to 1624, was an fallen for the charisma of the visionary this "Hispaniolised"Fineen inspired in
absolutely reliable and usually active churchmen? The fact is, in 1596 he wasthe English is vividly expressed in
supporter of English policy. However, offered a compromise which it would Pacata Hiberniaeand some other letters
Gaelic culture continued to flourish in have been in the spirit of Gaelic politics published inLife And Letters Of
Thomond, and the professional poets ando accept. Staking all on Spanish aid, heFlorence MacCarthy Reaghy Daniel
historians maintained their schools. refused. The O'Neills stood proudly like MacCarthy.)
Matthew de Renzi, an intellectually the oak in the storm, © Gnimh said. . .
curious colonist and unofficial intelli- and fell. Spain"endangereth and disturbeth
gence agent, managed to become their (Fineen MacCarthy of Carbery was all the nations of Europe"Walter
student. He warned that they were someone who would certainly have Raleigh said in 1596 (Pagden p67). To
sustaining an independent sense ofwished to bend prudently, but he couldn'tthe extent that Spain was disturbing
honour and political identity, and in- quite figure out which wind was blowing Ireland, its interest was instrumental. The
evitably this would contain the seeds of the strongest. It's an extraordinary story Catholic Irish were the enemy's enemy
future rebellion. which somebody should try retelling. and they were capable of causing trouble.
Right on cue, a handsome, gifted andireland might have the potential to
ambitious MacCarthy appeared in become"an English Flanders"(Igor
Munster at the moment when the Mun- Perez Tostaddyish Influence At The
ster FitzGeralds had been destroyed. FoiCourt Of Spain in the Seventeenth
four centuries the MacCarthys, whom Century Dublin 2008 p50). But what
the FitzGeralds displaced territorially, was a Spanish alliance supposed to lead
had been plotting and scheming, andto from an Irish point of view?

hoping that by a miracle of good fortune The most able, resolute and persistent

they might somehow achieve this result. lanner of a Spanish alliance was Flaithri
In 1261 they almost managed it, but not P P

L X O Maolchonaire, who became Arch-
quite; in the following century too they . X i
> bishop of Tuam in 1609. In his cluttered
seemed to have moments of opportunity, ; o .
. . P book Perez Tostado identifies him as
and Gofraidh Fionn O Dalaigh wrote , o N
: o the first Irish "power broker" (p51),
. . ... _ some splendid poems of incitement for . . : .
Patrick, Dublin 2001). In other localities . . : though without seeming to recognize his
their leaders, but the FitzGeralds' hold . > o
there were astute gamblers who would . huge importance. In King James's time,
. was not slackened. A full two centuries . .
sometimes rebel when that was advan- . o when Spain was at peace with Ireland,
later, with no contribution from the - .
tageous, but were careful also to make . O Maolchonaire was prepared to press
) . MacCarthys except some mainly verbal . . . i
peace at the right time and not be caught ; . . for Spanish diplomatic pressure to win
. . ,collaboration, the English made their . . :
out on a limb. Examples were Fineen O fondest dreams come true some relief measures for Irish Catholics.
Driscoll in West Cork, Donal MacCarthy ' However, his preference was for war.
in South Kerry, Grace O'Malley/Tibbot- But the English, when destroying the He aimed to exploit any outbreak of
na-Long Bourke in Mayo, and Alexander FitzGeralds, had not at all intended to military conflict between Spain and
MacDonnell in Antrim. All of these serve the MacCarthys' ambitions. They England to organize an invasion of
people had that quality which Fear Flathawere shocked when Fineen, the heir-lIreland. Knowing how intense the
O Gnimh describes in one of his magni- apparent in Carbery, eloped with Ellen rivalries were in Gaelic Ireland, he was
ficent poems: the supple flexibility of MacCarthy, daughter of the Killarney- prepared to consider makeshift political

Elsewhere, there were examples of
what David Edwards callettollabor-
ation without anglicisation"Gaelic lords
would carefully avoid conflict with the
English, they would be verbally friendly
and accommodating and make all
manner of commitments, but in fact they
would change little or nothing in the
way they ran their political communities.
Edwards gives the example of the Mac
Giolla Padraig barons of Upper Ossory.
(In Gaelic Ireland c. 1250-c.165@d.
P.J. Duffy, D. Edwards and L. Fitz



solutions. The essential thing was to
restore the Catholic religion. For that
purpose he had infinite faith in Spanish
power: the Spanish assuredly could do
it, if only they would want to. (See
Benjamin Hazardraith And Patronage.
The Political Career of Flaithri O Maol-

*k% *k%k

Did Spain change the way the
English thought of the Irish? And if s
how? The question is worth askirlg
because Spain, while it was the greagest
power on earth, was a model in ways
chonaire Dublin 2010.) that were forgotten about when its power

However, an Ireland sustained by declin_ed. The _Spanish invented mod¢rn
Spain would surely have led a wretched, c0lonial thinking, and also anoth
violent and most precarious existence OPPOSite kind of thinking (by Bartolom
unless the State power in England tood€ |2s Casas) which is hard to label
was changed. And for any Irish gambler, f@scinating. | will say something abopt
that was quite a wager. these in a future article.

Wilson John Haire

An Ulster Scots poem

1941

Introduction dialect in the area of Carryduff | lived

This poem is written in the dialect | in. | have never seen it written, and it is
remember spoken in Carryduff, County unlike the language used by Ulster-Scots
Down during my time there up until Societies, which seem to put too much
1950. | have been back to the area aScots in it, possibly in order to display
number of times but the dialect has dis- their settler status. The Carryduff dialect
appeared. tended towards being more Irish. Child-

Most of the people there had Scotsren at my school wrote plain English
ancestry going back centuries. If we asand | can't remember anyone attempting
children had any traces of dialect, it was to write how they talked, away from the
literally beaten out of us at school. The school.
teachers on occasion would satirise the  There was a joke on dialect going
dialect when angry with a pupil who the rounds in my area during WW2:
had slipped into it. In my home | was
shouted at for using some dialect words.
Dialect in my home was a matter for
derision.

| secretly liked Ulster-Scots, or
Lallans (lowlands) as it is also called, as
a boy. Children in the area spoke it in
defiance during lunch time away from
the ears of the teachers.

Billy Garret, who is mentioned in
the poem, was a small farmer whose

farmland came up to our house. He Wasually. It's embarrassing for me to hear it

against what was happening to us as aspoken art|f|C|aIIy t.’y enthusasts .Of _the
family. Ulster-Scots Societies after | lived it sixty

April 15/16 1941 saw a heavy Ger-
man air-raid on Belfast. Two hundred
bombers took part and 900 people were
killed. Three-quarters of the shipyard
and aircraft factory were destroyed. They
didn't function again for three months.
The fires were so bad that the Stormont
Government asked for help from the
what was then the Irish Free State which
saw fire engines crossing the border.

One of the attacks on our house was
just before this German raid. The planes
came low over Carryduff on their way
to Belfast and then came back on their
way to Holland or Northern France.

1941is written with the spelling to
the approximate sounds. It was an oral

A US soldier asks a Carryduff girl:
'Hey, honey, whadda yah do about
sex around here?'
The girl answers:
‘At sax we have wer tay.'

There were many dialects of Lallans
in the North, this is just one of them.
Today it is said only 1% speak it. And
that will disappear from public life event-

of it, Billy Garret. But maybe somebody
has to do it. Though they will have to do
it without seeming triumphalist by ignor-

ing the sectarian conflict with its lack of
human and civil rights for the Catholic
community. Taking that into account can
do a great deal of good for Lallans.

In the poem there are no mis-
spellings, everything is deliberate.

Glossary

Ay in sowlmeans: Yes, and within
my soul
loanin- lane
fornenst- opposite
wheen- lots of

to seventy years ago and heard the master

APRIL 15/16 1941

I knowed him guid but stern
Billy Garret, when we lived
fornest hiz ferm
hiz huz was once gran'
I cud tell
wi' hiz sticks ah furniture
no gloss on them now did dwell
but a girn
'pon thiz Victorian manufacture

an' forbye
he wore thon oul jacket torn waddin'
peepin' from the showlders
as if tae defy
sez he: it'll do me m'day
hadn't I it near forty year
an' that's not
the wurd of ah lie
ay in sowl
so houl yer tung
fir I'm Garret the boul'

But Spot's there to cwam him
the yung fox-terrier

hiz wee we'an to him rins
as he futs the bellows merrier

a grey coke fire gasps an' wheezes
while the smut flies as bees

tae the swayin' roses' tease

the tilly lamp burns its mantle white
a wheen ah shadas on the wall
Spot stiffens
growls shows hiz bite
as a wee figure scampers
oe'r the sooted ceilin'
tae the chimley damper
while the tin clock picks awi'
at the star-diamond night

m'da's bin hat wi' a stone
they're peltin' the huz

an' he's cut tae
the bone

sez fir ye tae cum
fir a guid Prodestan mon
can tell hiz people
we're not pigs

to be owned

they must lave wer huz alone
m'mither and sasters
pray on their knays
crossin' themselves
for the polis
there might be none
scaldin' water and sizzlin' pokers
we have in hot cowls
shud they brak in while m'da
races three mile down
Saintfield Road
tae the barrack jibbers
but all they'll do is geg
do ye think in hiz face
agin they'll wave
the Union Jack fleg

tak the shotgun tak one shell



fire in the air
an' heaven'll hear ye
hear ye better
than yon church bells
the coke glitters the shadas
darken
oul Billy wets hiz thum'
when the bible-pages harkens
the bey taks
the rusty sangle-barrel gun
braks it and putts in the
shell daract

the tapestry begins:
the oul man luks from the windy
the dog lyin' in the crook of hiz arms
the sky unhinged
wi' the oul faded moon blood-tinged
by the comin' dawn
but it's still a brave wee night
dark anuff still for a shindig
the bey 'magines
what language the gun'll spake
maybe sumthin' lak:
youse al go tae frig

hiz da fires
the coorse christins scatters
hi note lo note daizil ingins
in the sky shatters
the pace afore it begins
the bastes rattle their chains
in the byre
waitin' for the milkin' an' the loanin
tae fresh grass ordained
jist as the burds wake
tae first light
the Dornier the Heinkel the Junkers
moan an' groan oe'er Bil'fast the night
bringin' it tae its hunkers
28th October, 2012

Desmond Fennell

Reply to Jack Lane and
John Minahane

End Of Western
Civilisation . . .

"In the last ninety-odd years, through the 1920s into the 1950s and
European or Western Civilisation has early 1960s. It continued to be subscribed
been rejected by three revolutions: theto, nominally, for some years after it
Russian and German revolutions and haqd peen brought into crisis by the West's
the Second American Revolution. In ghangonment in 1945 of a fundamental

each case the central aim has been t%uropean rule, namely, the ban on in-

replace European civilisation with a discriminate massacre of human beings
new framework for life". gs.

Note the implication there that a That brings me to John Minihane's

civilisation is a"framework for life" I opjection to a sentence in my treatment
defined it more fully asessentially a of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki mass-

grounded hierarchy of values and rules acres, namely, the italicised sentence in
covering all of life and making sense, the following passage:

which a citied community's rulers and
ruled subscribe to over a long period"
Hence, a framework for life made up of
rules—do's, don't's and do-as-you-
likes—which makes sense to the people
involved.

| argued further that the Russian and
German revolutions each proposed—and
in the Russian case implemented for 70
years—a new, non-European set of rules-
to-live-by; that the Second American
Revolution has, since the late 1960s,
done likewise throughout the West; that
its new, left-liberal set of rules has been ~ John writes:"l cannot agree that
experienced by Westerners, mainly previously there had been an unqualified
subconsciously, as a senseless framePan on massacre”. In support of this
work for life; that the offence and pain objection he cites indiscriminate massa-
of this have been made bearable only bycres by agents of the English state in
the accompanyingsatz £nse supplied Ireland in the 16th and 17th centuries
by a continuousiconsumerist'ncrease @nd says:’'These massacres were not
in the power to buy and do; that when retrospectively condemned, nor did the
this continuous increase ceases (as it igrevailing political culture proclaim that
indeed ceasing) the senseless system wilfney were impermissible”
dissolve into social chaos; and finally, ~ Well, I could answer that | did not
that this social chaos will accomplish, S&y that the retrospective condemnation
definitively, the first thing the three was immediate—it occurred in each case
revolutions were aiming at with their throughout European history either
replacement attempts: the end of thatimmediately or ultimately and was done

European civilisation which they deemed PY the theriprevalent public judgment”

First, to clarify: in the context of the

In response to this view of things, atomic bombings | was referring to in-
Jack Lane, while offering no definition discriminate massacre, that is, of men,
of what he means by a civilisation, women and children or non-combatants
argues that European civilisation endedgenerally: not to massacres of warriors.
a good while back. It was ended, JackSecond, | was thinking in terms of a

"Massacre was forbidden by Western
morality and lawWhen massacres had
previously been committed by Western-
ers, they had been retrospectively
condemned by the prevalent public
judgment, and the ban on such action
vigorously reassertedThe official
American declaration that the Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki massacres were
legitimate had... important consequences
... It declared indiscriminate massacre
to be an optional element of American
warfare. "

| am grateful to Jack Lane and John believes, by the First World War—awar continuing Western ban on such indis-

Minahane for responding in the last issue essentially provoked by Britain—and by criminate massacre reaching from the
of 2012 to my essaphe Staggered End the subsequent unjust peace settlementmediaeval Christian code of chivalry to
Of Western Civilisatio(Church & State ~ But | must point out that Britain did not the clearly disapproving, late 18th cen-
No0.109). In the sixteen years since | then or subsequently produce a critiquetury reference in the American Declar-
began airing my evolvinpost-European"  of European civilisation comparable to ation of Independence tthe merciless
view of the West in books and maga- that of Marxism or Nazism, let alone to Indian savages whose known rule of war-
zines, and on my website, they are thethe vilification of European civilisation fare is an undistinguished destruction
first Irish intellectuals to engage with it. which raged in the USA from the late of all ages, sexes and conditioasind
Nor, indeed, in those years did any 1960s to the 1990s.. Nor did there on further to the Geneva Conventions
alternative new view of contemporary emerge from the First World War and (1864, 1906, 1929).
Western history come from an Irish the peace settlement a new set of rules- | confess, | forgot the moral cynicism,
thinker. Hardly signs of a lively Irish to-live-by in place of the traditional in this as in other respects, which marked
intellectual scene! European rules system. That traditionalthe so-called"Renaissance"period,
My Church & Stateessay in question European framework for life continued roughly the sixteenth into the seven-
began as follows: in force in America and Western Europe teenth centuries. MachiavelliShe



Prince appeared in 1532. That period However, the previous Europegn War—'Our War" as his successors
was also marked by colonising EuropeanChristian doctrine that women afd would have it—and Lenin did not sup-
penetration intdsavage“lands beyond children, and non-combatants generajly,port Britain's ally, the Tsar. But their
the Atlantic. It suited budding English must be spared in warfare resumed insituations were so fundamentally differ-
Imperialism to regard the Irish as humanitarian terms from the eighteefjth ent that there is little to be learned from
"savage", (not properly human) and the century onwards. comparing their positions on that War.
European treatment dkavages"and
heathens always tended to ignore moral  In my new bookrhird Stroke Did It: Itis, however, worthwhile comparing
limitations that applied to the treatment The Staggered End Of European Civills- how each of them dealt, as the leader of
of fellow European Christians, at least ation (Publibook Ireland) which wap a Government, with an issue which was
when these answered to the same definpublished after thaChurch & Stat central to the course of history—how to
ition of Christianity. (And incidentally, essay, | offer the final version of thpt handle submission to a Treaty dictated
it is relevant to note that two days after essay along with essays on the imgactby a militarily powerful enemy.

the Hiroshima bombing, President of the American left-liberal ideology

Truman wrote in a private lettéitvhen  various aspects of the West today gnd  For Lenin it was the Brest-Litovsk
you have to deal with a beast, you treaton Ireland specifically. It can be obtainpd Treaty of 1918. For Collins it was the
him as a beast) online atpublishedinireland.com Agreement which he signed in December
1921, and under which he formed a
Government in 1922.

Brendan Clifford

Michael Collins And Lenin

The Taoiseach's revelation that It turned out that De Valera was not
Collins had a meeting with Lenin in a weak leader at all. He used IRA
London before Britain's Great War— support to stop the Fascist revolution.
which under revisionist guidance we Then he curbed the IRA. Thus he

On 24th February 1918—

"Lenin spoke in defence of signing
the German proposals He began by
saying that Soviet power must face up
to the truth, that it must acknowledge
the total impossibility of resistance to
the Germans" (Newspaper report of a
Speech, given inCollected Works
Volume 27).

On the same day he wrote an article

now embrace as Our War—has beenpreserved—or established, as i had notentitledAn Unfortunate Peace, and ano-
doubted. But, timewise, it is possible existed effectively until then—the ther calledThe Peace Treatgaying'We

that they met.
government by parties. And, by winning

democratic system of Parliamentary are prisoners of German imperialism"

In a speech oithe Position Of The

The Taoiseach's party was foundedElection after Election, he made it Communist International On The
for the purpose of combating Lenin's necessary for Fine Gael to slip out of its Question Of The Separate And
party. While the immediate enemy of Fascist mode—uwhich it did by support- Annexationist Peacde said:

Fine Gael at its foundation in the early ing Fianna Fail's policy of Neutrality in
1930s was the Fianna Fail party, FiannaBritain's Second World War of the 20th
Fail was seen as a menace to civilisationcentury and participating in the Emerg-
because it was a puppet-party of Lenin-ency measures which made Churchill
ism. De Valera was depicted in Fine hesitate about acting on thight which
Gael propaganda as a front-man for thehe asserted to take over Ireland for the
IRA, and the IRA was represented asWar.

Leninist. Dev was the Kerensky of the
Irish situation. Kerensky was the weak

"From the point of view of defending
the fatherland, it is impermissible for
us to allow ourselves to be drawn into
an armed conflict when we have no
army and the enemy is armed to the
teeth and excellently prepared..."

When the Moscow Regional Bureau

Only one Fine Gael leader remained passed a motion saying that submission

democratic leader of Russia after thedistinctly Fascist during the War. That to the German proposals would result in
revolution of February 1917. He led the was James Dillon. And Dillon wanted Soviet powgrbecqmlng purgly forma)”
Government which followed the collapse Ireland to enter the War as an ally of— Lenin replied with an article called

of the Tsarist regime.
gave Lenin the freedom to build up the to—Britain. And that was the reason
Communist forces during the Summer why Dillon could not be Taoiseach in
of 1917 and to seize power in the Fall. 1948 when Fine Gael led a Coalition
He might have had good intentions. And Government with the Labour Party and
Dev might have good intention. But the a recent Chief of Staff of the IRA, Sean
world is not governed by the good inten- MacBride.
tions of weak leaders. Itis governed by  Fine Gael was the only real Fascist
the purposeful application of force. party there has ever been in Irish political
life. The others were mere gestures on
The history of Europe during the the margin. And it shows how far Fine
1920s had shown that only Fascism hadGael has forgotten its origins that it
the effective means and the strong will leader nowpraisesCollins for having
needed to stop the spread of Leninismmade contact with Lenin.
and save civilisation. Fine Gael therefore

formed itself as a Fascist party. Collins did not support Britain's 1914

His weakness or, more realistically, in subordination Strange And Monstrous:

"Immensely more harsh and humili-
ating peace treaties than the Brest Treaty
have been signed before in history...
without discrediting the regime or
turning it into a formality; they ruined
neither the regime nor the people, but
rather steeled the people, taught them
the stern and difficult science of build-
ing up an effective army even in the
most desperate conditions and under
the heel of the conqueror.”

In A Serious Lesson And A Serious

Responsibility5 March 1918):

"the defence of the fatherland and
theraisingof its defensive capacity lie
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not in babbling about a revolutionary "The Peace of Tilsit was a supreme  Collins did things differently.

war... but in retreating in good order,  humiliation for Germany, but at the The Brest-Litovsk Treaty was at least

so as to save the remnants of the same time it marked a turn towards a 4 Treaty. A Treaty is an agreement

army..." supreme national resurgence... between states and the German Govern-

Political Report March 7th: "Yes, learn from the Germans!! ment did not denv that Russia was a
"Yes, of course we are violating the  History is moving in roundabout ways. ! y that

treaty; we have violated it thirty or It so happens that it is the Germans SOVEreign state. The British Government

forty times... Only children can failto ~ who now personify, besides a brutal did not agree that the independent
understand that in an epoch like the imperialism, the principles of discipline, Government elected in Ireland was the
present, when a long and painful period ~ organisation... And that is just what Government of a state.
of emancipation is setting in, which has ~ we are lacking." Collins, acting without the authority
only just created and raised the Soviet ds th d of th of the Government which sent him to
power three stages in its development—  (Germany, towards the end of the negotiate with the British Government,
only children can fail to understand that War of defence which it had to wage signed an"Agreement"under which
in this case there must be a long andagainst Tsarist Russia, had become theg i authorised him to establish a
circumspect struggle. The shameful imperialist power pressing on the weak Government in Ireland on terms which
peace treaty is rousing protest, but whenSoviet state which had replaced TsarisminCIuded recognition of the ultimate
comrades fronKommunisttaIk about  with German support. The following authority of the British Crown. The
war they appeal to sentiment and forgetyear Germany, defeated and unarmed, : , '
i s . . ‘Agreement was signed in response to a
that the people are clenching their fists \y35 made to sian a disgraceful Treatv a 7
i “saei " " 9 9 y t\/er short ultimatum, under threat of
with rage, are “seeing red"—... the point of a gun. The main world o > o :
o ' immediate and terrible war if there was
He then referred to the Peace of Imperialist Power throughout was,, of any delay in signing. The meaning of
Tilsit, which was imposed on Prussia by course, Britain. And Britain was the u < ime limit was that the delegates
France in 1807 after the French victory only Imperialist Power that Ireland had must sign without consulting their
at the Battle of Friedland. Under it, to survive against.) Government—which the British Govern-
Prussian territory was transferred to _ ment did not recoanise as having an
France and Russia, a low limit was Early n 1918 Germany n_eeded o legitimate authorit)?. Collins Wasg they
imposed on the Prussian Army, and Put 2 decisive end to the war In the Eastactive force in persuading, hustling and

Prussian Forts were occupied by Franceln order to concentrate all its force fora . = = . . I
Lenin said: final effort in the West. It stated its intimidating the entire delegation into

terms to the new Russian State which,s'gn'ng' . . .
The signing was done in the evening,

and the 'Treaty' was sprung on the Irish
public by the British papers the following
morning.

"The Hoffman of those days— . .
Napoleon—time and again caught the about a year earlier, it had played a

Germans violating the peace treaty, angcritical part in bringing about. The terms

the present Hoffman will catch us at it. Were unacceptable to a majority of the
Only we shall take care that he does Bolsheviks which refused to agree to

not catch us too soon..." them. Bukharin gained a majority for a
Then: proposal to reject them outright and

"Perh il ; ] appeal to the masses to rise up in revolu
ernaps we will accept war, - per- tionary war. Trotsky, who was Foreign
haps tomorrow we will surrender even . . .
Moscow and then go over to the offen- Minister, argued with the Germans—or
sive; we will move our army against orated at them—»but refused to negotiate
the enemy's army if the necessary turnOVer terms. He declared that he was

in the mood of the people takes place... neither for war nor peace. Lenin from ) . 4

| am compelled tOpaC(?ept the hgrshestthe start maintained that military resist- ©© P€ signed without the approval of his
peace terms because | cannot say tcance was hopeless. He insisted On_(.‘?overnment, Cplllns took the responsib-
myself that this time has arrived. When submitting to the German demands in ity for managing the follow-through

the time of regeneration arrives every- order to maintain the Soviet State on ENtrely on himself. It was his business
one will realise it... This time will sych territory as remained to them, (0 hold together the Party, and the Army
come when the people will say, we will Bukharin gained a majority against which obliged the British to agree to a
not permit ourselves to be tortured any him for war but did not have the nerve Truce and to negotiations with Sinn Fein.

longer. But this will take place only if . . This meant that he had to sell the Treaty
we do not agree to this adventure butto act on his mandate. Lenin threatened

prove able to work under harsh cond- to resign from the leadership and appealto the Iarg_e body of politicians and
X : et soldiers which he knew would be very
tions and under the unprecedentedly 0 the party membership against it. The bout it
humiliating treaty we signed the other matter was resolved when Trotsky unhappy about it
day..." deserted Bukharin and Lenin got his  Much that was said by himself and
. . way. Lenin signed the Treaty. then, his supporters indicated that they signed
(M:r\gg Ilg-lrg)e Chief Task Of Our Day with every speech and article on the because it would be_ impossible to con-
' ) _ subject he said had submitted to anduct a defence against the kind of war
_"We were compelled to sign a *Til- |hariglist Power which he did not have which Britain was threatening. That was
\S;\'/te pﬂ?ﬁg&g&ﬁgiﬁg;ﬂ; IZ?)lli_?r?g%?tttKe)rnthe means to resist. He had retreated tdheir basic case. But, increasingly, the
unadorned truth straight in the face..i fight another day. And, to make certain case that was put that t_he Treaty was a
that there would be a fight when the good bargain. And Collins even denied

It's not true that by signing a “Tilsit” ) .
peace we have betrayed our noble idealsOther day came, he never gave the lie toat one point that he had acted under

or our friends. We have betrayed noth- the Treaty when defending it. He always duress. He phrased it casuistically, but
ing and nobody, we have not sanctified defended it in a way that was intended that was a meaning that was likely to be
or covered up any lie... to make it hated. got from his words. And tricky use of

It was a certainty that there would be
substantial disagreement with this
‘Treaty' in the Irish Government, in the
Dail, in the Army, and in the Sinn Fein
Party.

By his action in causing the 'Treaty'



words in such circumstances does
carry credibility.

Lenin insisted on the brute reality
the situation as he saw it, and he arg
his corner hard throughout, and by doi
so he held his Party together.

Collins had not argued his corn
and did not made his views and h
intentions clear before signing. An
after signing, he began prettifying t
Treaty. He split his Party and enabl
Britain to corner him into a 'Civil War
At the final Cabinet meeting befor
going to Dublin and signing he did n
say to his colleagues that the Iri
military position would not hold if the
British resumed the war, that the Briti
offer was the best that was likely to
made, that he was for accepting it, a
that if the Government refused to fa
up to the necessities of the situation
would no longer be bound b
Government authority. He did not s

Government Of Ireland Act
Women flock to join the Freemasons!

Dame Elisabeth Joy Murdoch

No Religion

Deacons
Digging His Own Grave!
Baby Boom
Immigrants

C of E Surprise
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Government Of Ireland Act, 1920
t (extract)
h An Act to provide for the better
Government of Ireland
enacted the 23 December 1920.
A "Be it enacted by the King's most Dame Elisabeth Joy Murdoch died in
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice Melbourne on 5th December 2012, age
d  and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 103. Previously styled as Lady Murdoch,
€ Temporal, and Commons, in this present she was an Australian philanthropist. She
e Parliament assembled, and by the was the wife of Australian newspaper
authority of the same, as follows : - publisher Sir Keith Murdoch and the

...Section 65. Special provisions as mother of international media proprietor
to Freemasons.

them to attend a meeting, while he said
another six women have indicated they
want to be initiated. (Irish Examiner,
6.11.2012)

that. According to the Minutes of th

] h _ (1) It is hereby declared that existing
meeting, he said nothing.

enactments relative to unlawful oaths or
unlawful assemblies in Ireland do not
apply to the meetings or proceedings of
the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of Ireland, or of any lodge or
society recognised by that Grand Lodge.

(2) Neither the Parliament of South-
ern Ireland, nor the, Parliament, of
Northern Ireland shall have power to

He went to London and signed undgr
ultimatum. Then he came back and det
up a new Government on Britis
authority. The Dail, acting under thregt
of all-out British war waged by Boe

Rupert Murdoch.

"Religion doesn't keep her going;
nature, family and friends do—and a glass
of wine. She told Andrew Denton in his
Eldersseries that she didn't believe in a
personal god. “I received a few letters
after the show telling me that | must come
to realise | was quite wrong. People are a
bit sensitive, but | had to be honest”..."
(The AgeMelbourne, December 6, 2008)

War methods (with Concentratio
Camps and chains of Blockhouse
agreed to this. But the Government
up by Collins could not have been set
by the Dail. It was a Governme
authorised, supplied and armed
Britain. And, as the weeks went by
Collins began to present the Treaty' in
positive way, as something that was go

on its own merits—not as a retreat in tie

face of aggressive Imperial power whig
would enable something to be saved
a base for future effort.

If he had adopted Lenin-s approac

he might have succeeded. The apprOI)CfWOIIk, a retired teacher from Kilgarvan,

he adopted enabled the British

) abrogate or affect prejudicially any

' privilege or exemption of the Grand NO RELIGION : One quarter of people
Cl  Lodge of Freemasons in Ireland, or any in England and Wales now profess to have
P lodge or society recognised by that Grand no religion, according to new population
Lodge which is enjoyed either by law or nymbers.

y custom at the time of the passing of this | Census figures released this week
~Act, and any law made in contravention .y pyritain's Office for National Statistics

a of this proy|5|o? iha”’ so far at? it 'S_d'r"l (ONS), the numbers ticking the 'no religion’
4, contravention of this provision, be void." oy on the national record have grown by
10 per cent over the past decade to some

H Women flock to join the Freemasons! 14 million people. In terms of Christianity,
the census revealed a four million-person

as It t°.°|.( .300 years for thg second woman decline from 37.3 million in 2001 to 33.2
to be initiated into an Irish Freemason _ ..
. million in 2011.
lodge, but now it appears the floodgates
are to open.
A little over a month ago Caroline

In a statement responding to the
figures, the Catholic Bishops' Conference
of England and Wales pointed out that
Catholic figures had remained steady over
the past decade.

1!

Co Kerry, became the first woman in

Ireland to be initiated into a lodge since
Elizabeth St Leger, daughter of Viscount
deoneraiIe, in1712.

Since then, lodges in Ireland were a
male-only preserve, until Wolfe Tone
) Lodge No 3in Ballincollig, Cork, changed
all that.

Another woman, Melanie Meyer, has
just been admitted to the lodge, an affiliate
of the Grand Orient de France.

Stephen Murray, Master of Wolfe
Tone Lodge No 3, said a third woman
will be initiated on November 17 and a

manipulate him into Civil War.

Lenin's retreat and submission last
only six months. By the end of 191B
Germany was crumbling. If Collins hal
acted likewise, his opportunity woul
have come within the year. The Briti
War Coalition Government fell in th
face of the refusal of the Turks to comp
with the Treaty which Britain sought t
impose on them. A series of weak pargy
Governments followed in Westminste]. ¢, soon after. He said that, following
None of them would have been ablg t 5 |rish Examinerfeature on Free-
wage the kind of total war of reconquept masons, they had received a lot of email
threatened by Lloyd George. enquiries from women and had asked

"Polling shows that the Catholic popul-
ation has remained consistent at 9% of
the total population for many years...
Ipsos Mori research for Cafod in 2008
pointed to there being 5 million Catholics
in England and Wales and around one
million attend Mass on a weekly basis."

Describing the overall Christian dec-

line as'a challenge; the bishops added:

"The fact that six out of 10 people in
England and Wales self-identify as Christ-
ians is not discouraging. Christianity is
no longer a religion of culture, but a
religion of decision and commitment.

"People are making a positive choice
in self-identifying as Christians."

13
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The ONS figures also show that, fo

the first time in Britain, the marriage rate families.
has fallen below the 50% point, with 46.6%
of those eligible actually married in 2011.

DEACONS: Catholic couples will have

an opportunity to wed in Church with
married laymen officiating instead of

priests. Non-clerics will also conduc
baptisms and funerals.
The new'hatch, match and dispatch”

r prices give them more space to startcountry, but the census revealed that figure
was actually 477,000. The change did not
"During the boom you couldn't afford mean there had been a sudden influx of
to have a mortgage unless you had twoforeign workers, but reflected they were
jobs and worked really long hours,” said ynder-represented in previous Household
Bird-Thistle, 39, as she left an appoint- gyrveys, CSO analyst Kieran Walsh said.
ment at Dublin's main maternity hospital The dogs in the street knew this!
befPre the birth of her second child. Enumerators accepted there was
If the market is slowing down, Why  iqespread refusal by migrants to fill in

not raisg ? family? Its a brilliant the household forms, never mind gaining
opportunity."(Reuters|rish Exam30.11.2012). entry to apartment blocks.

t

powers will be given to six married men |\MMIGRANTS : There are over 100,000

in the Diocese of Elphin at Sligo Cathed- more foreigners living in Ireland than was

ral tomorrow.
They will be ordained Permanen

C of E SURPRISE It has been widely
previously thought. remarked that the new Archbishop of

t The Central Statistics Office (CSO) Canterbury, world-wide leader of 80

Deacons, the first in the diocese for 1,500 s5iq it has had to revise all its employment million Anglicans, is a former oil executive

years.

figures after the Census showed it waswho was once rejected for ordination.

Eight Permanent Deacons have recent-n,gely underestimating the size of the non-Welby worked for 11 years in the oil

ly been ordained in Dublin, while six othe
dioceses have men training.

The office of Permanent Deacon was non-rish nationals of working age in the
v

a feature of the early church, but it fell

I' national population.

industry, five of them for the French oil
They had estimated there were 374,000company EIf Aquitai

itaine based in Paris. In
Continues on back page

the wayside. It was restored 50 years ¢
by the Second Vatican Councillriéh
Independent7.12.2012)

DIGGING his own grave? The former
multi-millionaire property investor ant
solicitor Brian O'Donnell has said he a

his wife will never return to live in Dublir
and claimed'lreland holds nothing for

us" O'Donnell owes the Bank of Irelard

a71 million.
"Mr. O'Donnell, who is trying to bg

declared bankrupt in Britain, yesterdgy

said his future is in the UKp such an
extent that he has bought a grave thqg
(Irish Independent30.11.2012)

Speaking on his second day of te
mony yesterday, Mr O'Donnell said thgi
experience in Ireland had be&ery bad"
and the economy was in some ways woy
than in Greece.

go

t

Stephen Richards

Northern Ireland Today

| The New Establishment

I've always found it interesting to them on the Twelfth.

observe how individuals and institutions Anyway, my thoughts were turned
routinely transform themselves without in the direction of human fickleness by
seemingly any recognition that anything a most remarkable press release from
has happened; let alone an admissiorthe News Letteiof 11th December. I'll
that yes, indeed, we've changed our mindquote from it, not in full but in sufficient
e on this or that issue, and we did it for detail to convey a fair impression of its

very good reason etc. In my days atcontents.
i. Cambridge in the late 1970s it seemed
¢ to bede rigeurfor my contemporaries

to join the Labour Party, possibly as Northern Ireland's Director of Public
separt of an"entryist" strategy. One of Prosecutions has called for a root-and-

them, a very nice guy called Andy branch review of how legal aid is paid

Barra Speaks Out

He said the couple had decided thatgentance, eventually became the mosto Defence lawyers, claiming they have

their residence, futures and lives would pe
in London, so much so that they had bought

a grave there.

When questioned by counsel for the has now moved beyond that to some

hawkish member of the Bank of Eng- access to an apparélottomless pit"
land's Monetary Policy Committee. He of public funds.
Barra McGrory QC said it was not

bank, Gabriel Moss, that he did not halre even more influential role. So he becameright that the proportion of money

the grave in March, Mr O'Donnell sal

a member of that capitalist Establishmentdistributed to Defence solicitors and

that he did now and denied fabricatifig which he and his colleagues used tobarristers representing clients supported

evidence.

Under Irish law, bankruptcy can talje
up to 12 years to be completed, whilefin
the UK it can take as little as 12 montffs.

Bank of Ireland wants the couple to
bankrupted in Ireland.

BABY BOOM: Within months of
Ireland's property bubble bursting, est
agent Grainne Bird-Thistle got caught
in the country's next boom: babies.
The number of births in Ireland hit
118-year high in 2009, when the econo
clocked up its worst year on record,
the number of new arrivals has remain

emerge from financial crisis.
For some, the dark economic clo

ed
close to that peak despite the strugglg to

ubis Randalstown, and then went off to

have been a spur, as diminished cargerTrinity in the mid-sixties, so | don’t
opportunities and cheaper rents and hops&know how many times he walked with

vilify. The militant socialist phase would by the state was around double that of
appear to be a normal stage incbesus  the Public Prosecution Service's (PPS)
honorum the ladder of ambition. £35 million annual budget. Mr. McGrory

| was never a very good joiner ofsaid the establishment of a public
anything. Even my membership of a defender's office was one possible way
Presbyterian Church is a sort of qualified to bring spending on both sides into line
membership, with Baptistic leanings; while also introducing a needed measure
te Whereas my connections with the Cam- of regulation over Defence advocates,
p paign for Equal Citizenship and of the whom he claimed were operatitajfree

Counties Antrim and Derry Fiddlers’ market on the public purse”

e

A Association both turned out to be a bit
'Ey painful. None of us in my mother's
al

“| think there needs to be a root-
and-branch examination of the criminal
justice system to have a look at just
why the defence costs appear to be a
bottomless pit”, he said.

"{He} acknowledged recent meas-
ures introduced by Stormont justice
minister David Ford to reduce the fees

d family (much less the Welsh relations!)
ever were Orangemen, apart from a
cousin who joined Caddy Lodge, near



paid to defence teams in criminal casesinvitation extended by Mr. McGrory to who was the most compelling of the
but said more substantive reform was look at the Public Defender option will supergrasses. The idea seemed to be that
needed. shortly be backed up by a legislative convictions based on supergrass
"Mr. McGrory was a prominent jmperative; and, on the basis of pastevidence wer@so factounsafe. | heard
defence lawyer himself before joining gyperience, the public consultation on the news recently that Raymond
theuoprosecutlon service. process will be gone through as a tediousGilmore, another supergrass, is concern-
In a sense | am poacher turned . . . L : .
gamekeeper but | know it from both necessity and the responses |gnor9ded that his security is b_elng compromised
sides, and one of the things that Struckl\/_lessrs. McGrpry and Ford, W|_th their and that he has been in effect cast by the
me coming into the prosecution service different functions and very different wayside.
is how under-resourced it is compared backgrounds, are co-ordinating their There is now indeed a P.J. McGrory
to the defence”, he said. approach, with the requirements of the Annual Human Rights Lecture, and the
“l have to work at not getting Treasury at Westminster in mind. organisers were honoured in 2009 when
annoyed when people say ‘you took I haven't thought much about Barrathis was given by President McAleese,
this case and it cost a fortune’—with McGrory nor have | ever spoken to him. herself a noted human rights lawyer.
the greatest of respect the vast bulk of 4e's 3 couple of years younger than me  Ironically some of Paddy McGrory’s
money that was spent on the case came,q pas progressed somewhat further. tlients were on the run in the United
from defending it... | just think simply : : .
: , . : remember | attended a seminar addresseftates, where supergrass evidence is a
tinkering with the method of calculating by hi d th id 1990s. H kevst fth ¢ Th has b
the fees doesn't tackle the problem. y him around the mi s He was keystone ot the system. There has been
There needs to be a deeper and speciﬁ@dwsmg us sthnors how we should a revival of the supergrass tactic in the
examination of how the money is handle PACE interviews, that is, inter- Northern Ireland jurisdiction too, on
spent”... " views conducted by police under the Barra's direction. Around the end of term
Police and Criminal Evidence Act of | in June 2012 Gillen J. dismissed the
Mr. McGrory's comments come as think 1988. I still go to the police station cases brought against about a dozen UVF
Mr. Ford is attempting to take similar quite often to be present at PACE men on the word of two supergrasses.
action to cut the legal aid bill for civil interviews. Maybe from his exalted Barra later defended his decision to
cases. Legal bodies such as the Baiposition Barra doesn’t know how much proceed to trial. He has also, controvers-
Council have criticised the Minister's we get paid for these outings. It's £43.25 ially, given the go-ahead to the use of
initiatives, claiming they will create a per hour except if we're attending at intercept evidence against various dissi-
system where only those who can afford unsocial hours. | remember in early 2012 dent Republican suspects.
it will be able to access a good defence.being called down to Coleraine PSNI
Mr. McGrory rejected that analysis: station at 11.30 p.m. on a Friday night Rebalancing The Scales
““There is nobody more conscious and coming home around 2.30 a.m. | | had understood it that Barra took
of the right to a fair trial than | am, 9got paid at the enhanced rate of £57.21over his late father's practice after the
having been a defence lawyer and bear-per hour. Those rates have stayed thdatter’s death in 1994. He later read for
ing that responsibility as a prosecutor, same since 1991. Of course that's a grosshe Bar, was called in 2009 and must
but I know of no right to a fair trial figure out of which overheads have to then rapidly have become a Queen's
which requires the defence to have pe paid. Counsel, before being appointed as
double the resources of the prosecutor” | can sort of live with that: it's about Director of Public Prosecutions not much
public service and loyalty to clients, but later. This appointment means that the
| resent being told that I'm somehow two top legal positions in Northern
the system for an independent body coining it at rates like t.hat. Ip any event, Ireland are held b_y me.n.from West
| don’t have an extensive criminal pract- Belfast. (John Larkin, originally from

such as the Bar but he voiced concern; " Lo
that it was not subject to the same degredCe: and I'm not ambitious to have one, Glenavy Co. Antrim, is the Attorney-

"Mr. McGrory, who has been in post
for a year, said there remained room in

of regulation as the PPS... when | see the amount of fees I've beenGeneral.) Barra mentions his own
"““The Department of Justice is able to recover in the few significant "poacher turned gamekeepestatus
dishing out {sic} millions, over and Crown Court cases | have had. without actually refuting what he sees

above what it gives us, and there is

nobody controlling quality, there is no Fathers And Sonls
quality control... ” But back to Barra. He's the son of

"The head of the PPS said he wasthe late Paddy McGrory, a solicitor with
not carrying a torch for a public defend- an extensive practice in representing
er's office but said it was one potential paramilitary prisoners, usually but not The supposed financial disparity as
option. ~ exclusively, from the Republican con- between Defence and Prosecution

"l don't see why not’, he said. stituency. He represented the familiesresources is painted impressionistically;
People will go “Oh, a public defender’s of the |RA volunteers who were shot and in particular I'd like to see a com-
gfflfcegth?t S "’r‘]rt‘ ',ng'rt‘g,er,'t‘frl‘tt of r?t dead while on active service in Gibraltar. parison between the amounts paid to

elendants rignts. But 1S 1t T MIGNt -y seam to remember that he was one ofprosecuting counsel per day compared
be a better way to control the costs. . .
A L those who protested strongly in the earlyto defence counsel. For someone of his
Certainly it would be a mirror image of 980s when his cli bei ied . both sid fthe f
the prosecution service and if it was 1 8 s when |'s_c|ents were being tried vast experience on both sides of the fence
equally resourced and was providing IN "Supergrass'trials. As | recall it, all  he seems to have no comprehension of
the service in a more streamlined way, those convictions were set aside onhow totally different the ballgame is for

as a possible jibe. The suggestion is that
it was only when he saw the PPS budget
that he realised with what largesse the
Defence was being sprayed.

then | think why not look at it”." appeal in those bad old days of thethe Defence. Unlike the Prosecution, the
oppressive Northern Ireland regime, Defence can't piggyback on all the prep-
Legal Aid Largesse even the convictions that had resultedaratory work done by the police as they

| have no doubt that the casual from the evidence of Christopher Black, conduct the initial investigation. Nor
15



16

does the Defence have automatic freesaid of both men that they're trying  wants and prosecutes whomever it
access to the services provided byconscientiously to tell the truth; and each ~ wishes for as long as it likes."
forensic labs, state pathologists and son a strange way corroborates the other.
on. Any specialist evidence, medical, Both tell a good story, and will keep ex
engineering or otherW|se_, has to beyou read_mg far into the night. system in connection with the Enron
authorised by the Legal Aid Fund, and  Despite the pockets of common sensenearings. The NatWest Three were
the fees paid to those experts come ouand even kindness that Black anddragged in on the coat tails of the Enron
of the defence budget. Bermingham encounter along the way, case, with no evidence of any offence
The Prosecution benefits fromit's plain that the system of criminal having been committed in the US or
economies of scale that are not open tgustice in the US is sick unto death. No UK. The 'victim' was NatWest Bank but
the Defence. If you're a solicitor in the precis of mine could do justice to the it had not made any complaint; and if it

north of Northern Ireland and you have facts. had done then any trial should have been
a client who's remanded in custody in the UK jurisdiction, but for the 2003

facing trial it will be necessary to take a The Con_demnatlon , Extradition Act and the slavish compli-
whole afternoon out of the office from What follows is part of Black’s essay ance pf the poI|t|an and legal estab!lsh-
{ime 1o time to 4o down to Maghaberr (forming an appendix) on the system, ment in the UK with the US extradition

. 9 9 Y Wwith some specific reference to his own process, with the exception of Boris
Prison to see him. You also have to go

. experiences: Johnson and the House of Lords.
out and look for your witnesses and talk , o Developments in the Enron Case were
to them. "It is terrifying to see how the prose-

Now listen to David Bermingham
plain the practical outworkings of the

o - of great interest to the NatWest Three.

I could go on but won't. This is not cutors can, as they did Wlth Burt, Kravis

and Thompson {i.e. Jim Thompson,
multi-term Governor of lllinois} intimi-
date prominent and successful people
who in other contexts would have had
some moral authority and no absence
of goodwill towards me. And it is very
disturbing to see what a bullyboy like
Sussman thought nothing of threatening
to do to my mortgagee in Palm Beach
if he renewed the mortgage and denied
Sussman his false claim to St. Eve
{Chicago federal judge} that | was in
default of my bail conditions. This was
the basis of his demand that according-
ly, my house should be seized, bond
rescinded, and | should be sent to prison
at once, without the annoying formality
of a trial—with no critical comment
whatever from the world media. It was
disturbing to see his threat of prose-
cution of the acting President of
Hollinger Inc. (Don Vale) if he so much
as entered the U.S. to testify that | had
pre-cleared the removal of the famous
boxes with him. These outrages are
routine and mention of them brought
no response even from a relatively fair-
minded judge, as St. Eve was...

"The plea bargain is nakedly the
exchange of altered testimony for varied
sentences. It generally starts well down
an organisation and brings irresistible
pressures to bear on people unable to
sustain themselves psychologically or
defend themselves financially against
such an onslaught...

"Every informed person in the
country knows that the criminal justice
system is based on officially sanctioned
fraud and intimidation, and that the
federal court houses are silent and the
courts are empty because almost no one
can go the distance with the government

special pleading. | can well accept that
fees paid to the Bar out of the Legal Aid

Fund in past years were excessive. The

fees paid to both solicitors and barristers
in connection with the Saville Enquiry

seem to have been excessive. But the

squeeze on both limbs of the legal profes-

sion is not commensurate; and the cheer-

leaders are people like Barra Mc Grory,
whose Office as | understand it doesn't
include a financial remit, and for whom

the rights of the individual now seem to

come in second to the prerogatives of
the Crown.

Black And Bermingham

| wonder what the human rights
orientated lawyer that was the younger
Barra McGrory would have made of the
call for a public defender system of
justice? There are two very different but
equally instructive books that | suggest
everybody with any interest in legal
systems at all should study. One is by
Conrad Black, the patrician Canadian
publishing tycoon who spent two
separate lengthy spells in correction
centres in Florida as the result of a
prosecution arising from a shareholder
dispute at Hollinger Inc. The book is
called A Matter Of Principleand was
first published in 2011, then republished
in 2012 by Encounter Books, then by
Biteback Books in the UK.

The second & Price To Pay
(Gibson Square, 2011 | think) and is by
David Bermingham, one of the Nat West
Three. Both books contain a lot of techni-
cal detail, mostly necessary if not always
easily digestible to those of us who aren’t
familiar with the world of merchant
banking and corporate dealmaking.
Black's style is at worst pompous, dog-
matic and self-righteous. Bermingham
errs on the demotic side. But it can be

"It is terribly important that | make
the point that | was not especially
singled out for this assault. This is the
routine modus operandi of the U.S.
prosecution service. It does what it

JAMIE OLIS

"Named after the Deputy Attorney
General, Larry Thompson, the Thomp-
son Memorandum was a guide pro-
duced in January 2003 for prosecutors
on whether to indict a corporation. It
was the product of the successful
conviction of Arthur Andersen, which
had consigned the once mighty account-
ing firm to oblivion, leaving nearly
thirty thousand accountants looking for
new jobs. Even the reversal of the
conviction three years later by the
Supreme Court was a hollow victory,
because the firm had long since ceased
to exist...

"The Thompson Memorandum gave
prosecutors enormous leeway in
deciding whether a company was being
sufficiently “co-operative”, and the
ability to use the threat of indictment as
a lever, and gave companies a strong
incentive to throw their employees to
the lions.

"Perhaps the most striking example
of this was the case of Jamie Olis, an
employee of Dynegy, also based in
Houston. In March 2004 he was
sentenced in Houston, Texas, to 24
years and 4 months without parole in
Federal prison for accounting fraud. (To
put that in perspective, the median
sentence at the time for murder was 13
years, for drug trafficking 4 years, and
for sexual abuse 3 years.) Pressure had
been brought to bear on him to testify
against the ‘bigger fish’ in the
prosecutors’ sights; he refused. His two
co-defendants, Gene Foster and Helen
Sharkey, were sentenced to 15 months
and 30 days respectively. They had been
charged with exactly the same offences,
but had agreed to plead guilty and co-
operate against Olis, rather than take
their chances at trial.

"Olis had made the cardinal error of
asserting his innocence at trial, believ-
ing that the truth would prevail. A man
of very modest resources, he was unable



to fund a proper defence when his
company stopped paying his legal fees,
but was so sure of his innocence that he
thought this would not matter. The CEO
of the company had been told in no
uncertain terms by the prosecutor that
if they didn't withhold his legal fees the
company itself would be indicted.

"Olis described how he had been
encouraged to plead, but that the price
of pleading was to make up a story that
simply wasn't true. He was asked if he
was tempted to take the deal.

“I did think about it, but there was
no way | could have done it.”

“Why?”

“Because it wasn't just a matter of
pleading guilty. What they wanted was
for me to tell the story that | and
everybody else engaged in a conspiracy,
and | couldn’t ruin those people's lives.
I'm Catholic and | can’t do that”..."

"The public defenders are usually
just Judas goats, paid by the codrt,
intimidated by the prosecutors, part pf
the charade of preservation of the
constitutional rights to due process
advice of counsel and paid by the
numbers of people they supposeqly
represent, not the results they achieye.

"Typically, what appears to happgn
is that the defender enters into sofe
plea bargain with the prosecutor on
basis of which the defendant pleags,

expecting a sentence of say two yeqrs.

The prosecutor then argues for the
maximum tariff, and the judge hangs
down five years. When the defendgnt
asks his counsel for an explanation hp’'s
told that the prosecutor didn't stick
his word."

It's a pity that it takes a conservatiye

Ireland would have again an intellectual
life: more precisely, an intellectual life
of the quality it had during the revolu-
tionary years, while the British still
ruled us and for some years after. Thus
equipped, we Irish could in due course
help to found the coming new civilisa-
tion as many of our learned and holy
predecessors laid the foundations for
Europe."
oo 00

Third Stroke Did It by

Desmond Fennell
PubliBook Ireland is proud to
announce the forthcoming publication
of the renowned cultural and political
philosopherDesmond Fennell’'snew
book Third Stroke Did It—The

pro-American Canadian like Black, bojn Staggered End Of European Civilisatjon

with a silver spoon to which he addgd Price 12 Euros.

All of this seems a far cry from the more, to stick up for the victims of t

In a series of thought provoking

modest proposals of Barra McGrory, but system, those men and women that Bgrré#Ssays Desmond Fennell explores what

great oaks from little acorns grow. For McGrory, with his Irish Republica S 45 _ _
what it's worth, here is Black's succinct credentials, seems happy to throw to jheEuropean civilisation. Having survived

summary of the public defender system: wolves.

Letter

| disapprove of, and advise strongly
against, the third title, or second sub-
title, which you have added on the front
cover: An Irish History Magazine.
Together the three titles produce a con-
fused effect, suggest uncertainty of
purpose. Moreover, if the 'history' refer-
red to is Irish history, then the new
addition repeats that backwards-look and
over-concentration on the Irish past
already characteristic of th&ish
Political Review.'Church & State' for
reasons of tradition and 'Cultural Review
of Ireland and the World'—even better
leaving out 'Cultural'-were quite suffic-
ient. We already have a magazine called
History Ireland.

Moreover, unknowingly, you have
put a spanner in the works of the
ambitious recommendation for the future
of your magazine which | have made on
page 110 of my new book just now being
published...

The Recommendation
[On Page 109-110 ofhird Stroke
Did It, Desmond Fennel writes:]

"l have dealt here with how the Irish
mass media, the Irish State through its
cultural agencies, and the Irish univer-
sity presses, discriminate against Irish
thinkers and thus discourage them. To

Name Of Church & State

Desmond Fennell

conclude positively, | propose seven
steps towards remedying this nationally
impoverishing state of affairs.

"Replace Aosdana (retaining the
name) with a self-electing body that

has the same broad terms of reference

as the French Academy but a much
larger membership. Replace the Arts
Council with a Council for Cultural

he describes as the staggered end of

the brutal strokes of the Russian
Revolution and Hitler’'s Nazi Revolution
he argues that European civilisation has
succumbed to the subtle stroke of the
Second American Revolution — left wing
liberalism. He concludes that after the
liberal regime has run its senseless
course, it will dissolve into social chaos
out of which, ultimately, a new civilis-
ation will arise, consigning Europe’s to
history.

In his essays he explores, in his own
incisive way,the ancillary phenomena of
the liberal regime—feminism, the soft
totalitarianism of the West, the special
position of the Jews, the unloved Euro-
pean Union. Turning his focus to Ireland

Promotion. Have the agency Culture Fennell discusses the suppression of Irish
Ireland include Irish thinkers in its thought, the distress of the Catholic
promotion of Irish culture abroad. Have Church, the high suicide rate, and the
the Irish university presses establish disintegration of the nation that carried
jointly, alongside their lists of academic gyt the Irish Revolution. With the

books by academics, a list which, twice ngredth anniversary of the 1916 Rising
yearly, publishes a book characterisedj, gjght he recalls in a commemorative

simply by ground-breaking through oo the humanism that motivated that
about an important matter. Let the . .
insurrection.

Royal Irish Academy take example,
annually, from the Académie de Dijon
whose national essay competition on a
prescribed theme in 1750 was the
occasion of launching Rousseau into
his writing career. Finding funding to
transform the magazine of history and
ideasChurch and Stateedited by Pat
Maloney from Cork and sold by sub-
scription, into a fortnightly magazine
of ideas available in all newsagents.
And let RTE have a weekly one-hour
radio discussion among lrish intellect-
uals debating some brain-stretching
theme.

"If those measures were taken,
17
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Brendan Clifford

Intellectual Life In Ireland

History Magazines Reform Act of 1918, voted to establish
In fact, Ireland has already not only independent governmentin Ireland. The
one History magazine, but three. Two British Parliament took no heed. It auth-
of them are long establishedirish orised the British Government to carry
Historical StudiesindThe Irish Sword  on governing Ireland, substituting mili-
IHS was founded three-quarters of a tary rule for any semblance of a demo-
century ago, and@ihe Irish Sworda few  cratic mandate. The Irish responded
years later. Both of them decided to militarily to this military challenge to
deal only with the history of British their national will democratically expres-
Ireland—Ireland as a region of the
British state.

IHS cut off its subject well before
the removal of the British state. It did
not allow the Third Home Rule Bill, in
which some kind of Irish national publications of the Empire.
political entity was implicit, to be dealt The Irish military response to British
with—or the developments of the dozen militarism is almost always described
years before the introduction of the as violence. The wortlviolent" has
Bill—the Parnell dispute, and the exten- overtones which are not present in the
sive Unionist reforms from the Local word"military". The Irish response was
Government Act to the Land Purchase military, but is usually misrepresented
Act. And the defection of County Cork as violent. It was because Irish action
from the Home Rule Party in 1910 after 1918 was military that Britain
because Redmond had sectarianisedigreed to negotiation in 1921—and again
nationalism was not mentioned in its in 1998. Violence it could handle.
pages.

The Irish Sword founded by the There was within Irish society,
Military History Society of Ireland, and during the two centuries between
edited by Hayes McCoy, was much more Limerick and 1916, a groping for action
earnest and purposeful thats, butwas  of a military order. The more ambitious
likewise confined to British Ireland: the attempts were pre-empted by the British

with this turn of events. The two history
magazines ruled them out of order as
subjects for investigation. These maga-
zines were in effect 'succession state

Jacobite War (or Williamite Conquest); Government and reduced to manageablg1

the Volunteer movement of the late 18th violence. (Some lesser attempts, which
century, Fenianism, and the activities of did not pretend t be more than punitive
Irishmen as soldiers in various armies violence, had some beneficial local effect
around the world—Continental, Ameri- on ruling class conduct.)

can, British. But most of this cannotbe = 1916 was not an outbreak of

sensibly understood dsish military  violence. It was a military event. The

activity. British rulers of Ireland knew the differ-

Irish military history ended in the ence. The historians of independent
early 1690s and resumed in 1916. Thelreland did not consolidate the differ-
critical question was about how it ence. They left it to the likes of
resumed after such a long hiatus. ThatAugusteijn and McGarry to dissolve
guestion was outside the remit which purposeful military activity back into
The Irish Sword gave itself. violence.

IHS andIrish Swordbetween them It was not until 20 years after its
left an empty space at the core of Irish foundation thaThe Irish Sworgublish-
history which Oxford and Cambridge, ed an article about 1916. It was treated
acting through Trinity College, UCD and as a military event but was not set in
UCC, filled with British histories of Irish  historical context. The article and the
'violence'. event it dealt with both came out of the

Joost Augusteijn of the Trinity blue.

'History Workshop' a generation ago,

and Fearghal McGarry today, mull over In 1922 Britain succeeded in
the question of what made the Irish inflicting serious damage on the Irish
capable of engaging in acts of sustainedmilitary development that had obliged it
"violence"in 1919. to negotiate. Although the two history

sed. Many questions arise in connection

fought under British ultimatum remains
beyond their reach.

They have never discussed what
Northern Ireland is, and how it could be
that a 25 year war was fought within the
borders of the British state.

Another taboo subject in these history
magazines is the Second World War and
the Irish military event connected with
it—the refusal to make the territory of
the state available to Britain for the War,
defying Britain to take it.

It is said that Ireland was retarded
socially by its refusal to allow itself to
be made a British base of operations—it
could not actually have made war on
Germany because Britain, by means of
the 'Civil War', had left it without an

Army capable of making war. Whether

society was retarded or advanced by
neutrality is a speculative question. That
the nationalist community in the North
was socially advanced by the Provo War
is a demonstrable fact, but an un-
mentionable one.

The third history magazinéjistory
Ireland, is a kind of tit-bits version of
the other two. It is published more
regularly and circulated more widely but,
it is under establishment patronage and
is therefore restricted in its scope by
establishment parameters.

It is conducted by a former socialist
revolutionary, who failed to sustain
whatever his original revolutionary
vision was. As a lapsed revolutionary,
e appears to have carried over, into his
commercial venture, coterie inhibitions
of his own, in addition to the constraints
imposed by his sponsors. For that com-
bination of reasons, none of the matters
mentioned have been broached in
History Ireland and they will not be.

These matters should have been
opened up by intellectuals with secure
positions in the Universities operating
in academic freedom, and unconcerned
with either political power or profit. But,
in the real life of the Irish state, the
Universities are the last place they could
have been opened up. This has now
been officially acknowledged with the
admission that the 20th century was put
out of bounds forlrish Historical
Studies That is to say that Irish history
was put out of bounds, because prior to
the 20th century what happened in
Ireland was part of British history.

Until there was an Irish state all there
could be in Ireland were protest
movements acting on the British state.

The Irish masses, given the vote magazines have eased up on their selfAnd, after an Irish state was established,

along with the English masses, by theimposed restrictions, the 'Civil War'

residual British influence was deployed



to prevent it from taking itself as a country a few years later, it was producedbeing run by Major McDowell, in
substantial historical subject. This was as a booklet and sent around for review.consultation with Whitehall, on behalf
particularly evident in academia, which It gone one notice, irBooks Ireland  of the oath-bound secret society that
did not reflect and consolidate the which is obliged to notice everything controlled it. It could only be under-
political achievements of the 1930s and sent to it. The review was a curt dis- stood, by any reasonable judgment, as a
1940s. missal by a priest. The Church in the segment of the British state left behind
This Magazine full flow of its power did not want to be after it had been made necessary for the

If the National University had housed understood in any terms but its own. British Government to leave. Without
a national intelligentsia committed to Hostility was fine, but dispassionate visible means of support in the form of
developing the implications of independ- understanding from within Catholic circulation, it kept up the style of a major
ence and Partition, this magazine would Ireland was unacceptable. newspaper covering Irish and world
not have been needed, and would not And the hostiles—the anti-clericals affairs. Its purpose was to erode the
have been produced. It exists because—0f which many were to be met within party which had given substance to
essential matters could not be thoughtDublin pubs, refused public engagementformal Irish independence—Fianna Fail.
about within the academic institutions With the power of the Church. | had It succeeded. Fianna Fail today is the
of the state. little experience of Dublin, but | knew empty shell of what it was then.

_ Th_ere was naturally_an attitude of of the Dublin ant_i-clericals from the The mind-boggling slogan of the
disdain struck towards it by the well- account of them given to me by the late .\ vionaries of 1969-70 wagories
paid academic functionaries, insofar asPat Murphy, who despised them. Out—North And South”. In fact there
they condescended to notice it. Atthe The anti-clerical view in the early "o . 00 power—or even in

same time there was a growing feeling 1970s was that' there was no need tOexistence—anywhere in Ireland. The
of unease. If what we were publishing jeopardise one’s career prospects b

_ ' S . ; ory Party did not operate in the
was not just pretentious nonsense, therngaging in conflict with the Church & 000 region of the British
it was intellectually de-legitimising the and obliging it to make compromises ...~ 1" "1979 5 Tory Government
official order of thought. Of course most With other viewpoints. The globalist ' ... " Uister Unionist system
were happy to do what they were told development of capitalism would destroy And, if an interational comparison is.
and pocket the money, but signs of the Church—therefore the sensible thing '

i to do was to confine one's radicalism to sought for Fianna Fal as it was ihen, the
unease kept coming through to us. And Gaullism which restored France after

in recent years there has been a minothe pubs and advance one’s career while'g ;= . 21 e close as can be found
rupture within academia on the issue. AWwaiting for this to happen. '
historian who has secured an academic And so things seem to have turned
base in Britain has indicted the Irish out. We have anti-clericals in Govern-

History Departments of inventing stories ment trampling on the remnants of a
to serve a p0|itica| purpose of the Church whose CoIIapse they did nothlng

moment. It is unlikely that much will to bring about. It was cute. But the
come of thiS, but, after decades of cultural development that would have
nothing, at least it is Something_ come about through pUb'IC conflict
The founders of this magazine did Which brought about compromise did

not choose to make it a cheaply- hothappen. And in place of compromise
produced, small-circulation publication there is only a kind of emptiness.
without any official recognition of its BICO has been a self-help organ-
existence. That was just how it had to isation from the start. These were the
be if substantial matters were to be dealtonly terms on which it could have been They settled down—as many gener-
with. And that is how it remains. We done. It has produced magazines, ... n-q qone before them in Britain—

have often been told it was a shame thapamphlets and books on the u_nderstand;[o be the intellectuals of capitalism.
it was not more fashionably-produced ing that they would not be reviewed and

i ! would have verv restricted commercial Their particular business was to berate
and more widely-circulated. We have W . y the "crony capitalism”by means of
never refused to accept the means ofcirculation. At present we have no

-1 TE L . : which Ireland had generated some
making it so. commercial circulation at all in Cork oo .
) . . capitalist momentum of its own. They
city because certain vested interests

. were not required to advocate Imperial-
disapprove of us very strongly.

) . ist, or 'globalist’, capitalism. It was
At a certain point we got regular . ;
X . : enough to campaign again&rony
requests from thiish Timesfor review T 7
X capitalism"with overtones of socialistic
copies of books. We sent the books but . L
: : verbiage. There was no actual socialist
noticed that they were never reviewed movement bidding to take the place of
We asked the Literary Editor, James 9 b

: .~ the "crony capitalists~—the national
Downey, why this was. He replied o :
. capitalists. And, if one of them was
snootily that the paper was under no,

obligation to review books senttoit. So insufficiently adapted to his task and

was overcome by the need to indulge in
. .. we took no heed of further requests for .
the process of getting stronger when it review copies a moment of revolutionary street theatre

was subjected to the subversive influence at the gates of Trinity College, who
of the 2nd Vatican Council. Thetoneof A generation of radicals and revolu- cared. That was Fintan O'Toole's
it, as we recall, was explanatory rather tionaries was bought up by tHesh moment of self-discovery. He had not
than hostile. When the Pope visited the Timesaround 1970. The paper was thenquite known what he was until then. He
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But never mind abut that. The socialist
revolutionaries of the time, who were
much encouraged by the capitalist press,
were student revolutionaries. They were
bourgeois intellectuals in the process of
production. They had little or no con-
nection with actual working class
movements. Thérish Timeshad its
pick of them. It gave them good salaries
and set them to work in the revolutionary
business of undermining the Fianna Fail
"Tories" in the interest of the Imperial
state.

The first issue dealt with was the
history of the Roman Catholic Church
in Ireland. In a series of articles ®he
Rise Of Papal Power In Irelanid was
shown that the Church, which was then
(early 1970s) very much in the ascend-
ant, was a construction of the third
quarter of the 19th century. Its vigour
was that of a new development, without
long historic roots. And it was still in
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was an odd-man-out in that he had notthe Socialism In The Seventiekection As far as that went, Burke was the
been a fierce socialist revolutionary, and campaign. He came to Government English Rousseau. But Burke conceived
got it out of his system, before becoming office in 1973 and was Coalition spokes- an irrational hatred of Rousseau. And
part of the Establishment. So he struttedmalnggz t;‘e _No_rttl.dAt a CrEiC?jlrmorRe?t ?;Bri%nbec;rr]lo%d ('jtf thDaVi‘dthTrg?fble’l
; ; in e insisted on a hardline Anti- tutore e Godfather of the Officia
ggltl tt?) iﬂi lsotéiitléggvr?sf;lsarzzvg\lltgrl?hnrz\r,)\: Partition stance which ensured _the fall IRA, echged it i_n his Nobel Prize speech
the system, and then went back to draWof the Sunningdale Power Sharing sys-written by Harris. _
. ' tem. In 1977 he lost his seat to Haughey Burke's tirade against the French
his salary. and conceived an anti-Haughey passionRevolution had no effect on the course
Theselrish Timeshirelings are all He became Editor of the London of the Revolution. | doubt that it was
we have got in the way of a bourgeois Observein order to direct it against the jntended to have. It was directed against
intelligentsia. And, looking at them in Anti-Partition cause which he had once gpgjish enthusiasts of the Revolution,
the light of the various bourgeois intel- Peen paid to serve. His policy on the .4\ ~q effective there. He preached a

lectual movements of European history, North, which had been slippery during ~ . against France, parting com-

it has to be said that they deserve neithethe seventies, was hardened into a simple T -
the adjective nor theynoun. To be Security campaign to put down the PaTY with his Whig colleagues, and

bourgeois they would have to be Republicans. And then he joined a fringe calling himself an Old Whig. But Old
national. And, as intellectuals, they are Ulster Unionist party (to the bewilder- Whig became new Tory. The war
only mimics. ment of a devoted following he had against France was conducted by Pitt on
) _ accumulated), only to be branded as athe ground of national interest, and |
What is an intellectual? Desmond cuckoo in the nest by mainstream Union-imagine it would have been fought if
Fennell is an intellectual. But he is an ism. And that was the end. All he left Burke had never written about France.
intellectual without an intelligentsia— behind was echoes in the hollow mind gyt Burke's increasingly extremist pam-
which must be a frustrating thing to be. of Eoghan Harris. phlets certainly helped to inflame
If there was once a fragment of an At a certain point O'Brien discovered feelings.
intelligentsia in Dublin that he was part Edmund Burke and wrote a book about

of, it is long gone. him. Or he discovered Burke's tirade g, o5 gistinctive contribution to
| imagine such a thing must have against against the French Revolution English political culture was his pamph-
existed, since he exists. |imagine thatitand saw it as being applicable against, asserting that party-politics—politics
existed within the environment of the Republicans on the North.
Catholic Church. There was certainly On his general assessment of the.. .. ) .
no liberal, secular intelligentsia which Revolution gurke was wrong. He was d|st|nc_tly established parties—was
took public account of the hegemony of certain that the restructuring of France essential to the system of representative
the Church Hierarchy in a way that oblig- by the Republic would not take—that 90Vernment.
ed the church to take account of it— the mathematical reduction of the  O'Brien took no account of that. |
such as this magazine tried to cultivate. historic Provinces into Department assume the reason was that the British
There were only the future anti-clericals, named after natural features would be amode of government in the Six Counties
making careerist obeisance to the systenpassing fad. But the Departments arewas indefensible in the light of it. At
they hated and biding their time until there today, as are most of the changeseast | had made the case that it was, and
the imperialist capitalism, which they made by the Revolution. What did not 0'Brien chose not to refer to the matter.
also affected to hate, destroyed thetake was the remaking of the Calendar.  on the basis of Burke's general
Church for them. And then, when glob- The new Calendar was particularly pojitical philosophy O'Brien should have
alist capitalism and Vatican 2 destroyed welcomed by the Presbyterian United peen an enthusiastic supporter of Charles
the hegemonic influence within which Irish who saw it as the scotching of Haughey, andirish solutions to Irish
an intelligentsia existed—a fact which Paganism masquerading as Christianitypromems’-_- But he hatted Haughey as
happened coincidentally with the War under Papist protection. But in that jirationally as Burke hated Rousseau.
in the North—the public life of the state matter Papism defeated the Revolution,anq | gather that he was extremely
became intellectually barren. and we still call days and months by the jiritated when somebody made a com-
. names of Pagan gods. But for the moStment to that effect at a talk he gave in
Desmond Fennell, in th&unday part the changes made by the Revolutionthe University
Press maintained a public presence as held, and the monarchy restored in 1814 '

conducted by means of a couple of

an intellectual in the 1970s. But it could not take root. On the couple of occasions when |
seemed to me, looking at things from a o ~ have met Desmond Fennell, we
Belfast viewpoint, that he was an intel- Burke's insight was that human life discussed what an intellectual was. He

lectual without an intelligentsia—his could not be simplified down to meet said | was an intellectual. | said | had
environment having evaporated aroundthe requirements of the Enlightenment. never been anything but an uneducaled
him. _ _ He had been brought up amongst Catho-manual wage-worker.

Conor Cruise O'Brien then appears |ic cousins in North Cork before going An intellectual is not somebody who
on the scene as a one-mamsalz 4, on (o e a Whig intellectual in thinks. Everybody thinks. As Hegel
|rr1]tell|gents||a. :“!e had the.connecucr)]r.ls London, and he knew that very different femarked, thinking is one of those things
that enabled him to conjure up this /o "5 o life are possible, and You cannot help doing. But, for some

illusion. He had been a senior civil ) , i
servant in the Anti-Partitionist Front in that there is no streamlined form that r€ason, not everybody can write what
gthey think. Itis a knack. It has little to

a period when nothing was happening arises naturally out of human nature an _ _
on that Front. He had been an assistanfneets its needs, as Enlightenment intel-do with education. | have known many

to the Secretary-General of the United lectuals thought. highly educated people who hadn't got
Nations when the Secretary-General — Rousseau, within the French Enlight- it: | had itand the cultural backwardness
made a bid to start running the world enment, saw the same thing. He insistedPf Slieve Luacra did nothing to stifle it.

and came to grief. He joined the Labouron saying it and placing himself in SoI'm an uneducated worker who writes
Party in the late 1960s and was active inantagonism with Voltaire and the others. without any inclination to become a writer



—an intellectual. So was James Confio- .
lly, who for that reason eludes the grgsp Cathy Winch
of a highly educated generation.

An intellectual is somebody who s

paid to think and who has a place in the The Catholic Church In France
social order as a thinker. In order fo

occupy that place effectively he must pe during the Second World War

educe_lted. _Educatlon mawe_ll-condu_c d During the Second World War and the Third Estate, the bourgeois

state is a kind of regimentation of think- ; o

. : : France was occupied by German forcesclass), and supported the decision that

ing which makes it useful to purposgs . .

fostered by the state, and establis esafter a defeat so cata_strophlc that itthe propgrty of the Church would be put

S caused her ally Great Britain to flee from at the disposal of the nation (1789).

layers of networks for individuals wh : )

go through the process. the field of battle. The French Govern? There followed a series qf ‘measures,
ment retreated to Bordeaux, where it such as the expulsion of religious orders

People who figure out the world fqr asked for an Armistice rather than in 1790. During the following years,
themselves and follow their own beht capitulate. France was dismemberedwhich were dominated by foreign wars,
should not be encouraged. Many yeprsand occupied. Alsace and Lorraine wereChristianity was suspended, the Church
ago | read Walter Bagehot (author Jof annexed by Germany, and the North wascalendar superseded, Church buildings
the British Constitution on education] made dependent administratively on thevandalised, and the cult of Reason was
He came very close to describing highjer Brussels Nazi administration. However established.
education as higher regimentation. Ahdthe Germans did not occupy an area After the Revolution, Napoleon did
he disapproved of people who thifk situated away from the Channel and not reverse the transfer of property from
without having been educated on h¢w Atlantic coasts, until November 1942. the Church to a large section of the
to do it. And | agreed with him. Assembled in the small town of population, including the peasantry. The

Some years ago Martin Mansergh Vichy, in the non-occupied zone—at transfer of influence from the Church to
lectured the Aubane historians on the what was to be its last meeting after thethe State in the field of welfare, education
theme that the cobbler should stick Jto defeat—Parliament gave Marshal Pétainand the registering of births, deaths and
his last. But, in a well-structured systgm full powers to govern and to make a marriages was maintained. He did not
of state, it would be no matter if tfje new constitution. reinstate the Church in its property or in
cobbler did not stick to his last. Nobody Pétain had'full powers", he legis- its old position as dispenser of education
would heed him. But here was this lated by Decree; Parliament did not meet.and welfare, neither did he return its
highly-educated Englishman, and higlfly These so-called full powers did not responsibility of registering births, deaths
-placed servant of the Irish State, with however allow Pétain to do as he liked. and marriages. However, he more or
an English sense of the proper order] ofHis position, unsupported by any party less imposed a Concordat on the Pope,
things, having to dispute with somebofly or mass organisation, was weak. Hewhich compensated the Church by
who was far below a cobbler in the sodal had against him the occupier, part of theproviding finance for the clergy and for
hierarchy. French political personnel, and a large Catholic schools.

You don't find an English Cabingt part of the press, who all wielded power ~ The Restoration of the Monarchy
Secretary having to engage in pubjic from Paris. (1815) and the Second Empire, after a
argument with a Wiltshire peasant who  In the Occupied Zone, Vichy legis- brief second attempt at a republican
has a bright idea about State affairs. Andlation was only valid after it was approv- regime, did not see a return of the
in Ireland forty years ago such a thifig ed by the occupying authorities—but Church to its former position, as might
could not have happened. And the flctthere was only one source of legislation. have been expected.

that it happens in Ireland now, and thgt | Vichy laws applied to all zones. In 1875 the Third Republic was
am writing this, shows what a pitifgl Therefore all Vichy legislation was under founded and, after a shaky start which
mess the lrish State has made of JitsGerman control. saw royalist parties still influential, the

intellectual life since 1970. Public administration in the occupied Republican parties established them-
zone was also under the control of theselves, supported by a long-standing
fortnightly for commercial circulation ocpqpier, down to the nomination of majority in Parligment which was very
| suppose if somebody gave us the ift Officials. . . §trongly aptl-clencal. The Republic was
of a million Euros for that purpose, wgd ~ What role did the Catholic Church finally built, on a platform of anti-
have to have a go at it. | doubt tHatplay in this situation? Since it was clericalism.
much would come of it, other than tije traditionally associated with the Right, The Republicans voted to implement
waste of a million. one would expect that it would support measures that had first been put forward
A realistic attempt at it would negd Pétain and be given pride of place by during the French Revolution at its most
very much more than a million. Things the regime and then be engulfed in thevirulent: expelling the religious orders,
have got so bad on the intellectual frqnt gisgrace that followed. But is that what removing religious symbols from public
that the enterprise would have to be oh &, ,5hened? buildings, preventing members of reli-
EZ‘?}'&E utgzt S‘";’g#lgf g‘;}gﬁeg \?V?i?g:’gk\al\} b gious orders from teaching, ending the
in the first instance would direct their What was the Church before 1940? Ie_gal sanctity_ of Sunday re_st, _and forbid-
thoughts on the required lines for ecorfo- The Church had survived despite ding processions and the ringing of bells.
mic reasons. years of successful persecution, startingTo rub it in, they named streets after
But don't let me discourage anybofly with the French Revolution. It had taken republican figures, including anti-clerical
who is thinking of giving us a measfy part voluntarily in the meeting of the politicians. The present writer lived near
million. Three Estates (the Nobles, the Clergy"Rue Aristide Briand' Briand headed
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the committee that worked out the law their founder, and only the older mem- a series of 1901-type associations.
of separation of Church and State. bers were native French speakers. ThePriests were not however turned out of
Teaching had remained a stronghold Republican Government realised it was their Churches and Presbyteries: a Mayor
for the Church: it ran a network of depriving itself of a useful presence who tried to do that was told to desist;
primary and secondary schools, which abroad and tried to change the legislationMasses were not stopped.
spread its influence. The Republicansto permit the Brothers to once again  The result of these campaigns against
dealt that network a blow by creating an establish themselves in France but thisthe Church from 1789 onwards had their
alternative. The Jules Ferry law of 1882 was never allowed. The moderate effect, however. A large number of
made education compulsory and set upRepublican Poincaré wanted to put this people, especially the lower classes,
a network of schools that were free. to Parliament in 1926 but it came to deserted the Church. France was de-
Catholic schools were not free. The nothing. christianised. The clergy was isolated,;
new State schools would not teach reli- . in villages the priest was often in oppos-
gion, and the teachers would be trained Separation of Church and State ition to the Mayor and the schoolteacher,
in establishments that were to be strictlyIat and his influence was much weaker.
neutral in matters of religion. The com- Financially the situation was bad. Priests
petition between the two school systems and Bishops lived on small incomes; the
gave an edgg to the repl_J_bllcan t.eaCherVatican were broken. The Committee pnestho_od was not attractive as an
increasing his or her militancy in the that worked on this measure included occupation.
cause of the neutrality of the State. This - What did the Church think?
R members who explicitly wanted the . .
had a deep and lasting influence on the : ; Paradoxically it was encouraged by the
._destruction of the Catholic Church. The - L
country. In the 1950s, the author of this " - Pope to accept the republican regime:
. : .~ law was a punitive and humiliating meas- - .
article remembers being taught to admire . Its official role was to support established
. s ure imposed on the Church. Churches .
Jules Ferry and his law diL'école . : overnment and to preach obedience to
N . : S and presbyteries were to be confiscate . .
laique, gratuite et obligatoite{free, , o : he faithful. Pope Leo Xlll in the
2 unless d'cultural association"(associ- . :
non-religious compulsory school}, and _.. EncyclicalDiuturnum Illudof 1881 had
. - : ation culturell§ was formed, on the 2 . ;
a prize-giving day when the headmistress I . enjoined the faithful to recognise and
. odel of 1901 associations, with as sole . :
protested in her speech to parents tha{"® ) respect established authority. In the case
. . object the exercise of the cult. The law ;
the priest had scheduled the celebration . . of France, the Pope was recommending
) ) of 1901 had established the right of :
of First Communion on the same day, o . . ._ to Catholics that they accept the Repub-
. . associations to exist legally. ('Associa- | : . :
causing some pupils to be absent. lic, at a time when many Catholics still
were not willing to accept the Republic

tions according to 1901" still exist today,
Religious Orders for non-profit making associations.) So as dait accompli They obeyed the Pope

The establishment of the Third each priest had to found an associationOn this, more o less willingly
Republic saw a concerted attack againstand have it allowed by the Mayor, who ' '
religious orders: they were dissolved andwould then allow the use of a Church Social Policy
their property confiscated and liquidated, and a presbytery. If the property included  The influence of the Pope however
unless they obtained permission to con-a library, that was confiscated, as notset the clergy on a line of thought that
tinue in existence. This permission had necessary for the exercise of the cult.did not coincide with the philosophy of
to be obtained from Parliament, and wasFurthermore, saying Mass was consider-the new republican liberal regime. The
systematically denied. It was illegal for ed as holding a meeting, and this too EncyclicalRerum Novarun1891) had
members of a non-authorised order tohad to be applied for, on the basis of onetaught the clergy that liberal capitalism
continue wearing their habit and occupy- Mass, one application. What was worsewas the enemy of the Catholic Church,
ing their premises, the crime being from the Church's point of view was and the agent of de-Christianisation. In
punishable by a fine or prison. In 1904, that this applied to the Bishops too. the thirties, two important Encyclicals
members of religious orders were bannedPriest and Bishop were on a footing of put the Pope's position on the two philo-
from any teaching whatsoever. Facedequality, the Church's hierarchical sophies of the time: one against Com-
with this situation many members went structure was ignored. munismDivini Redemptorig1937) and
abroad. (As a consequence, the young Priests and Bishops were no longerone against NazisnMit brennender
Charles de Gaulle went to Belgium, to salaried or housed by the State. TheSorge(1937, at a time when the British
attend a Jesuit school.) Others gave upcult associations were only allowed to and French Governments were encour-
wearing the habit and remained in their keep the property that was necessary foraging Hitler, an encouragement culmina-
premises, bought through helpful sup-the exercise of the cult; the rest wasting with Munich) The Catholic Church
porters for'other purposes"When such  confiscated. This necessitated invent-set itself against the three important
subterfuges were suspected, the religiousories. But in some areas these led tomovements of the twentieth century:
were prosecuted. Between 1906 anddisturbances so severe that they had tdiberal capitalism, socialism and Nazism.
1914 there were 272 prosecutions forbe discontinued.
such cases. This law did separate Church and Vichy & the Church

The de la Salle BrotherEieres des  State. The Church was no longer any- So this was the Church that was
Ecoles Chrétienngsvent abroad. They thing special. It was a series of separategreeted in 1940 with the news that
established a flourishing network of associations, with which the State hadMarshall Pétain was head of State.
schools in the Middle East, Egypt and no particular connexion. The State then  There was a moment of hope from
South America, where they taught had no say in the appointment of Bish- some members of the clergy, but feelings
French. They had no presence in Franceops. The Church had no connexionswere mixed on both sides.
As a result, eventually their only con- left, except with the Papacy. The Church continued its policy of
nection with France was the name of  The Church refused to turnitselfinto respecting the Government of the

The Government unilaterally legis-

ed for the Separation of Church and
State in 1904-5, at a time when diplom-
atic relations between France and the



moment, as recommended by the Vati-—he did not get married until his sixties, indifferent, if not hostile, to the Church.
can. The official Church position was and then marrying a divorcee. His wife's ~ The Vichy Directives were greeted
that the hierarchy would be loyal to the first marriage had been annulled in 1929 with protests; the Minister of Education
established regime but not in thrall to it. and the possibility had existed of consec-responsible was replaced. The new
The Church's spiritual role forbade it rating his civil marriage in Church since Minister for Education insisted on his
from committing itself to support any that date, but Pétain did not avail himself determination to maintain the secular
political regime. The Papal Nuncio, of the opportunity. (His marriage was State and the neutrality of schools, so
Valerio Valeri, warned the clergy to keep eventually consecrated in a religious duties to God were not added to the
their distance; there was no knowing ceremony in 1941, by proxy, and for curriculum, and clergy not allowed in
how long the regime would last, and no reasons of State.) There are no religiousState schools, although teacher-training
great confidence should be placed on it,references in his speeches and appealsolleges did remain closed (until 1945).
it would be like building on sand. Despite being in the Army, he had not  Signs of religious observance had
The ACA (Assemblée des Cardinaux involved himself in the Dreyfus Affair, been removed from public places,
et Archevéquesan assembly of the in which religious elements had been crucifixes had been taken down from
Archbishops and Cardinals) met in active. class-rooms, hospitals and town halls;
September 1941 and issued a reminder Pétain did want the support of the some in 1940 thought the time had come
to priests not to be involved in activities Church. However, he was aware that heto bring them back. Pétain, aware of
of a political nature, such as contributing was getting the support of a body that public opinion, said the time was not
to the spread of Government propagandawas not very popular in the country, or right. (Portraits of Pétain were put up in
It forbade priests and leaders of Catholicwith many politicians, or with the public buildings instead.)
movements to hold Office in the associ- occupying forces. Eventually too it was
ation of First World War veterans (the the support of a body that was critical of
Légion Francaise des Combattapts his Government's policies. He counted
created by Vichy after it had disbanded on the support of the Church but did not

. . L o of religious orders to teach (they had

all previous veterans' associations. choose many Ministers who could be . . .
considered as Catholics. His head o tarted teaching again, unofficially, after
A National Council was established ' he First World War). It allowed orders

by Vichy to help frame the new Constitu- Government Pierre Laval in particular to receive legacies. It encouraged orders
. S was scornful of the Church. - .
tion, and at first it included some eccles- to apply for permission to settle, letting
iastics. Cardinal Suhard was a memberViChy Legislation in Favour of Church it be unde_rstood that it would k_)e granted.
but never attended and soon withdrew. Vichy laws in favour of the Church Few applied, only one permission was
It was felt that Catholics should not be ghow the limits under which the regime actually granted. In 1944 the De La
part of the National Council. operated. Salle Brothers were even refused permis-
On 24th July 1941 the ACA declared The defeat had precipitated a generalsion by Vichy, on the grounds that their
the Vichy regime"legitimate”. The feeling of guilt: spontaneously came headquarters were in Rome.
Vichy regime was a representative insti- the idea that France was culpable; there However, belonging to a non-authorised
tution, having been actually voted in by was a collective self-accusation. This order was no longer a criminal offence,
the assembled Parliament at a time ofwas so widespread that even Tradeso nuns and monks could wear their
the gravest crisis. Unions like the Communist-allied CGT habit again without fear of prosecution.
There were members of the clergy, as well as the Christian CFTC blamed Processions, taking the objects of the
especially at the beginning, who sym- certain acts by the Trade Union move- cult outside the Church, were once more
pathised with the Vichy regime. They ment for the defeat. For some Catholics,legally allowed. These measures legalis-
liked Pétain's message: repenting sinsFrance deserved to be beaten: the Frenckd what had been tolerated more or less
restoring authority and discipline, had sinned, loved pleasure and the easgince the end of the First World War.
returning to the land and to the family. life, lacked discipline, eschewed hard  The clergy outside religious orders,
They liked Vichy's motto:Travail,  work, and their morals had become toothe secular clergy, also benefited from
Famille, Patrie (Work, Family, lax. Then came the search for the peoplgmeasures in their favour. Since the sep-
Country). The National Revolution of responsible for this state of affairs. aration of Church and State, religious
Vichy was directed against liberal France was no longer a Christian coun-buildings had not been maintained by
capitalism; this seemed to chime with try, because her children were educatedhe State, unless they were of special
the message of the EncyclicRerum by militant godless teachers in the com- historical interest. Vichy promised to
Novarum so they approved the National pulsory, free, non-religious primary make funds available to repair all
Revolution. However, as we have seenschools. The solution promulgated was Churches. It is interesting to note that
in a previous articl@he Vichy origins  to stop the production of these teachersjn September 1940, the Bishop of Tarbes
of modern France. How the Vichy so teacher-training colleges were closed.asked Pétain for the return of the Lourdes
Government superseded traditionalism Existing teachers in State schools would Grotto from the local Town Council.
and promoted modernityChurch &  be made to teactDuties to God"as
State105, Summer 2011jhe National part of the curriculum; priests and Catholic Schools
Revolution was the ideology of a nostal- members of religious orders would be ~ The main question however was that
gic and powerless minority within the allowed to teach in State schools. of the funding of Catholic schools.
Vichy Government. But, given public opinion at the time, Napoleon's Concordat with the Vatican
On a personal level, the Church these measures could not be carriechad not returned to the Church the
hierarchy was not very enamoured of through; Vichy could not undo decades property confiscated by the Revolution,
Pétain himself, he was not devout andof anti-clerical measures. In religious but had made compensation by financing
had not lived his life as a good Catholic matters, public opinion was on the whole Catholic priests and schools. Since the
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Religious Orders
Vichy made some moves in favour
of religious orders. It allowed members



24

Third Republic and the spate of anti- policy of social action and youth action. In the search for those responsible for
clerical measures, the State had no longett developed a network of charitable the defeat, many thought that, as we
contributed to the running of Catholic associations, and a network of youth saw above, godless education was the
schools; teachers' salaries and theorganisations, thedeunesse Ouvriére source of French weakness and decad-
maintenance of school buildings were Chrétienne(for young workers), the ence. Those who had framed the new
financed by parents' contributions and Jeunesse Etudiante Chrétienflor  system of compulsory, free, non-
charitable donations. A fifth of all students) and others, grouped under arreligious primary schools included Jews
schools functioned in this way, gathering umbrella organisation. and Freemasons. They also included
about a million pupils. 45% of secondary  The Vichy regime on the other hand, Protestants, but the French had too long
schools were Catholic schools. Vichy isolated and suffering from a lack of a memory of the Wars of Religions to
allowed funds to be given to Catholic support, wanted to find mass supportwant to attack them.
primary schools, within limits. for itself. To achieve this, Vichy formed The Church agreed with Vichy that
The law of 2nd November 1941 youth movements. To fill them out, it there was d'Jewish Question" (See
stipulated that Catholic elementary wanted the Catholic groups to merge Appendix).
schools could get a subsidy from the with them, without keeping their relig- The Church did however protest
State, but to compensate for this theious character. The Church was adamantgainst the deportation of the Jews when
schools would be under the control of that this would not happen and this that happened; deportations from the
public administration. Vichy did not created ill feeling between Church and internment camps were witnessed by the
want to encourage the expansion of Government. local population and local priests and
Catholic schools, so this subsidy would gave rise to protests. The protests of the
only be given to already existing schools, Bishop of Toulouse, Mgr Saliege, were
and the subsidy would never amount to the topic of a radio programme on France
more than 3/4 of the sums needed to ru Inter (8.11.12). Mgr. Saliege was one
the schools. Teachers would receive "upF of the people who before the War
to 60% of the salary paid to State deplored what he saw as the lax morals
primary teachers" The subsidy was of the French, their love of pleasure and
only for primary schools, and did not search for an easy life, so Pétain's words
include the cost of maintenance of had found an echo in him at the
buildings, and even less that of building February 1943 Compulsory Labour beginning. Buton 23rd August 1942 he
new schools. Service was official Government polic wrote a letter to be read in all Churches
After 1943 the Bishops tried to obtain . o . p. Y protesting against the deportation of
. . - " This put Catholics in a dilemma: on .
an increase in subsidies. Pétain was no_. . . Jews. Laval forbade the reading of the
. : principle they had decided to support L . )
longer in charge, but his head of Govern- . letter; it was read in many places in
. the Government, but they did not want .
ment Pierre Laval turned a deaf ear, . . work for the enem The motto France however, and also on Radio
being both displeased with the Bishops',, . y', Vatican and on the BBC. Other Bishops
. . Labour, Family, Country'had turned, - .
attitude to certain measures taken by - wrote similar letters, and tried to have
. : as they said, intd~orced Labour, away . . .
him, and aware of the attitude of the ) . . them read in Churches or published in
. : . from the Family, against my Country". . S
population which did not want to see . : Church magazines. On an individual
. . - Young Catholics turned to priests for
the neutrality of the State in religious . : level, members of the clergy protected
: advice. The hierarchy turned to theolog- .
matters and the higher status of State. . . . people persecuted by the Nazis and by
ians for advice. The advice was, that it . . . ;
schools endangered. ; the Vichy regime, including Jews, by
. - .~ was not a sin to refuse to be sent to, . . ;
As the War intensified and the situ- Germanyv to work hiding them and helping them to reach
ation in France worsened, a number of y X safety. The Paris press said the Bishops

issues gave rise to disagreements and This advice d'd not help the higrarchy were obstructing the anti-Jewish laws
led the Church to distance itself from get out of the difficulty. Some Bishops .

Forced Labour

From 1942, the Nazi occupying
forces ordered that workers in occupied
urope be sent to Germany to work. In
rance, Prime Minister Laval tried to
negotiate and extract compensation by
exchanging workers for prisoners
(France had 1.5 million prisoners in
German POW camps). From 16th

the Government relayed the advice in letters to be read to Post-War Legacy
' the faithful, others did not. Some Paradoxically, the experience of the
Youth Organisations Catholic publications tried to relay the War led the Church to take a turn to the

Vichy and the Church had conflicting advice in their pages but were preventedleft in matters of politics. At the Liber-
objectives regarding youth organisations. by censorship. Arguments raged: someation, the Resistance took pride of place

1914, with the 'Sacred Union' against thought that there should be a Catholicin the Government and in public opinion.
Germany, had seen the reintegration ofpresence among the French in GermanyWhatever its actual importance in
Catholics into the life of the nation. especially as the Germans refusedinfluencing the course of events, it
Thanks to anti-clerical laws, seminarists permission for chaplains to accompany assumed a huge importance in the
were required to do military service and the requisitioned workers; if Catholics ideology of the liberated country.
priests were made part of the army asrefused to go, others would be made toCatholics had played an important part
ordinary soldiers. The War had thrown go in their place. There was no in the Resistance. They had formed or
the clergy into close contact with ordin- consistent support by the Church for joined Resistance groups, they had
ary soldiers, factory and farm workers young Catholics who wanted to escapefounded magazines with strong social

in civilian life. This experience opened the Compulsory Labour Service. and democratic sentiments (for example,
the eyes of the clergy to the depth of Témoignage Chrétignthey had pro-
ignorance and indifference to religion Persecution of the Jews tected the persecuted, and they had
which existed in the country, especially =~ The Church did not object to the fought and died for freedom. This led
among the lower classes. measures taken in 194% limit the the other members of the Resistance,

The Church reacted by developing a influence of Jews on French public life". Communists, Socialists and Gaullists to



mute any anti-clericalist feelings, out pf Appendix often to create a revolutionary. And, being better
respect, and to preserve unity. A Christ- educated than most members of revolutionary
ian Democrat party was formed. OtHer The Jewish Question parties, he is likely to come to the top.”

European countries had strong Christjan The French Catholic Church is accused . Parkes thought that it was a very sick society
Democrat parties that became v Y of wrongdoing by during the Second World yvhich cc_)uld not cﬁgest the petty difficu!ties
important after the War, with leadefs \yo, accepting that there was a Jewish'nhe.rem |n'th.e d.esm? of an ordinary minority to
such as Adenauer in Germany and DeQuestion. This needs to be looked at. retain its distinction; it could be argued, he said,
Gasperi in Italy. As a result of te ~ Jean-Paul Sartre wrote a ook in 1944 12l JeWs were less of a problem in England for
involvement of Catholics in the Resigt- entitledReflections On The Jewish Question SXaMPIe than the Society of Friends, who refuse
ance, a Christian Democratic party was{Réflexions sur la Question JujveHe does {_mhtatry set;}ncde. A tJeW|sh corrlr_rf]unny”, allf\éved
founded, the Mouvement Républicgin not explain directly what the Jewish Question I?;E)Ieomsiur?le:s\,\gtnisomiQr?:?cqr?erltﬁé\r:\”thggm;eit
Populaire (MRP), with Georges Bidauft. Was, but we gather from what he says that itgociet or much poorer, giving rise to two distinct
Schumann, MRP Minister for Foreign COncems the excessive number of Jews inJewis%/’ roblemsp The’s%tuat?on was particularl
Affairs, worked with Adenauer anj Crtain professions, in the eyes of some. - atpthe time, said Parkes becaus% the violgnt
i’ - people. . ' o ;

Gasperi towards a European Union. The The Jewish Question was explained in Russian persecution of the Jews in the period 1881-
importance of the MRP diminishgd P

however from 1947.

an objective manner by James Parkes in 19415\"7 05t cau;ed m|II|on(sj (/lf Jewish reféjggefs 0 ?r?Od
in an Oxford Pamphlet on World Affairs estern ELrope and America, and, belore tese

(No. 45) first published in Oxford at the immigrants could settle, the wave of nationalism

Worker-Priests Clarendon Press 30 March 1941 and reprinteaafter chl’”.d é\lar 1 made their lives difficult
Part of the discussion about the in April and August of the same year. eSpig\?vg i/r\)isheerg]igy'flee from Germanv. but
Compulsory Labour Service was the | James Parkes was an admirer of the, oo capacity to absorb new citizens ﬁ/éd also
argument that Catholic priests ought|to Jewish people, who went on to be given shrunk throughout the world; it was more difficult
honours by the State of Israel. g '
be present where French workers wer

Parkes takes a historical approach Whichin 1933 to absorb 10,000 Jews of equal social and
sent. Some priests went illegally BS ;s summarised below. ' cultural standards than to absorb ten times that

workers to Germany with the purpoge number from Russia in the 1880s.

of bringing the Catholic religion to th The nineteenth century was a period in - parkes then discussed the situation in the new
workers. The movement towards cgn- which the emphasis passed from land-owningstates created after World War 1 at the Paris
tinued after the War; Catholic priegts to commerce and industry, and from the cgonference and its various Treaties.
made a point of reaching out to the country to the town. Jews were by their  The new countries, and Poland as a newly
working class, believing that by sharing history largely town-dwellers and occupied recreated country, had imposed upon them the
their experience they would be able|to With commerce; as a consequence they soomjinarity Treaties" of 1919-1920, which forced
transmit to them the Christian messape.Pécame unexpectedly prominent in the them to guarantee autonomy in the fields of educ-
The movement soon took on a politida SP:JCIStyVﬂ}at mai?ev$lfhplnfétghosn(et t‘rJ er\}o:n ation, law, language and culture to their minorities,
nature; the priests espoused the wor rs‘(;jigtasete(feucl)Eengdseg as : delibeﬁgtelél%t V\?hgt:? cluding Jews.  These Treafies were accepted
causes. They were reined in by their\ bt a natural consequence of the generalr. reluctanty and under the strongest protest
hierarchy /as b a generathe majorities insisted that there should be aright
S situation. , to have the majority language taught in primary
_ The Catholic Church supported the | fact none of the main developments schools so that secondary education could bind
Vichy regime, although with reservations of the century owed their existence to the e different elements of the State into a unity
regarding some policies: it opposed fhe presence of Jews. They owed far more, for  The question arose, whether a minority was
formation of a single youth movement, example, to the British for their industrial enitled to as many pc;sitions in the public or
it did not support Compulsory Laboyir developments, or to the French for the free economic life of the general community as it could
Service, and it protested against fhethought and republican psychology which gbtain on the basis of ability. Poland and Hungary
deportation of the Jews. On a persopalhad sprung out of the French Revolution. ansyered No. In the USA, universities had adopted
level the clergy acted strongly to prot¢ct But, as Jews seized upon the opportunitiesmeans to limit the number of their Jewish students
the persecuted. After the War this waswhich British and French developments The Nazis said that Jews, 1% of the population,
recognised and during the Purge thatoffered, they were conveniently used to geeypied a disproportionate number of important
followed the Liberation they were not concentrate popular opinion against those pjaces in universties, medicine, law and elsewhere
persecuted themselves for having bgerdevelopments, by those who preferred the” |4 poland, in the earliest days of the Polish
Pétainists. Later, the State of Israelold order; and modem anti-Semitism was Repubiic, 30% of students were Jews. Education
bestowed the title diRighteous among  porn, , . wasfree but accommodation was not. Jews, being
the Nations'on some members of the  Pparkes pointed out that many financiers own dwellers, had access to cheap accommodation
clergy. The War however contribut¢d were not Jewish and most Jews were notyiith famiy or relatives. Poles were country folk
to diminish again the importance of the financiers and continued: slower to pick up education than Jews; thus, said

gﬁ;%gh'nh ;geb gfeen %fngl]ﬁe f?c')théwé tg:ear "Bu_t thata peoplg,_ numbering 16 minion, ParkeS‘measures_, to 'r'Jrotect the Poles were neither

guidance in difficult circumstances, apd ~ 2"d With a long tradition of commercial and unnatural nor unjust". _

the faithful would from then on be less  Ntellectual life, should produce a consider- Poland wanted to develop cooperatives among

inclined to tum to it for guidance. ablg number qf great bankers, scientists ar!dpeasant and among u.rban wprkers, but they could
businessmen is only to be expected. And it not compete with Jewish businesses, so a measure

The presence of Catholics withinthe "2 =~ " © expected in that this is a of protection was legitimate. And in all these
Resistance helped to reduce the pre-

>

- e o commercial and industrial age." cases such measures could scarcely help taking
class, .a_nd to give .CthO“CS a place|in T_he prominence of Jews in Communist In post-War Hungary, the middle classes of
at least for a time; the Church was po "Treat a young and enthusiastic intellectual seek new ways of living in a tiny State. Before
longer associated mainly with right wir)g  as a social pariah—as Jews were treated in most1914, the Hungarian middle classes made their
political parties. countries of Eastern Europe—and the result is way in the army and civil service; they didn't care
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if Jews were numerous in law, medicinE,

journalism etc. After 1920, they needed thg
professions for their sons, and felt it legitimg

that some protection should be given to their spns

in learning a new way of life.

What of the situation in Great Britain and t
USA? Parkes said that there was no questio
the Jewish minority being able to dominate
highly-developed societies around them; inste
Jews were accused tfetting the tonefh certain

professions, and of lowering the standafds

laboriously acquired by previous generations.
Parkes explained this as follows: we we

Se
te

. Egghead History

of
he extracts from the writings of academic

g historians, who profess a particular concern
'with democracy, showing how they dealt
with the course of political affairs in Ireland
between 1914 and 1922.

o We start with Professor Brian Girvin's

living in a period of breakdown of our social al

economic order. Shrinking markets and opportjin-
ities made it harder to make a living, so ng¢w
entrants, not yet established, accept the lovjest
professional standards. Long-established Jewd di
not do so, but new entrants to professions Who

were non-Jewish did so. Moral decline was
of the whole breakdown of civilisation which |

to the current juncture in the UK. Blaming Jeys
"is inviting disaster, by misleading people as jto
the real nature of the problem which confrorts

them".

In the US and Great Britain the raising of t
Jewish Question was a dangerous red herring
it was not of importance,whether the group wh
conduct was debasing the community's stand

contained a high or a low proportion of Jews. The

decline must be attacked such.

In Eastern Europe, thergeretoo many Jews
to digest in various of the national politias they
were and, in themselves, both limitation a

emigration were policies which, however delicgte

to apply, were entitled to consideration.

d book, The Emergency
'Emergency’

We are informed by the cover of this
(pook that it"tells the story of what in
Ireland is known as 'The Emergency'
it but elsewhere as the Second World War"
But, in fact, as a glance at the files of
any Irish newspaper published during
the War will make clear, the Second
World War was callethe Second World
Warin Ireland as it was elsewhere. The
implication of the assertion that the Irish
fc)rcalled the_Second World Warhe
se Emergencyis that 'ghey were extreme
rdSsoI|p5|sts, who denied the existence of
the War because they were not taking
partinit. But, in the light of the indisput-
able historical facts, that assertion
appears as the kind of blind spot in the
q mind of the author that the author
attributes to the lIrish.

The Emergencwas the name given
in Ireland to the state of readiness in

e

Parkes does not consider the situation

in Which the country was put so that it

France, but in 1940 the French State thought jhatcould resist any of the belligerent Powers
France suffered from a problem regarding Jgwsin the Second World War who chose to

similar to that present in Eastern Europe: excesfiveinvade it.

numbers in certain professions and exces
influence over the public life of the country. T
measures taken were initially designed to rem
Jews from posts in universities and to estab
quotas for Jewish students.

This is what is meant by saying that t
Catholic Church agreed that there was a Jey
Question.

While Parkes did not mention the case

ive  Professor Girvin says that, though
e he grew up in a Republican family, he
vefound nationalism limiting and adopted
sha viewpoint of"liberal universalism?
He sees liberal universalism as having
e imposed an obligation on everybody to
ishtake part in support of Britain in the
World War that Britain began in 1939.
of Ireland certainly did not see Britain's
ooClaim to a universal entitlement to sup-

France as such, his arguments apply there
People who rejected the modern industrial

nd port as valid. It rejected Britain's claim

commercial world were apt to blame the Jews for to universal support for its War. It did
its development. This was apparent during fhe ot deny that Britain had launched yet

Dreyfus affair, when the people determined
deny the innocence of Dreyfus came from
ranks of the Army and the Church, and of th
who yearned for the maintenance of a traditio
rural France.

Comments about the US and Great Brit
apply to France: the raising of the Jewish Ques
was a dangerous red herring; as Parkes §
blaming Jewsis inviting disaster, by misleadin

to another World War. Quite the contrary.

he

se Constitutionalism

al  In an introductory chapter omhe
Making Of De Valera's Ireland

in Professor Girvin traces the source of the

onmoral delinquency of 1939 to the

aiddisplacement of what he caltenstitu-
tionalism by what he callsforceful

people as to the real nature of the problem wh

confronts them"And the general comment thatjt

ch nationalismbetween 1914 and 1921.
De Valera's men in 1939 were men

is a very sick society which cannot digest the pgtty who in the period of the First World

difficulties inherent in the desire @i ordinary

War had given up the prospect of

The Twist
Part One: Brian Girvin

minority to retain its distinction applies to Frange orthodox middle class life in response
too. Or, more precisely, in 1940, not so mucl] 'a to the lure of nationalism: such men as
very sick society', but a society in desperate strdits.Sean T. O'Kelly, Sean Lemass and Dr.

Series

In this issue we begin a series of James Ryan. And:

"Sean MacEntee from Belfast had
been an engineer with the prospect of a
good life ahead but took part in the
1916 rebellion and was sentenced to
death. Others might have stayed on the
family farm or worked in local govern-
ment as teachers. Yet all were attracted
by militant Irish nationalism, breaking
with the Home Rule consensus between
1914 and 1916. They challenged the
dominance of the Home Rule party in
1917 and 1918, contributing to the
political success of Sinn Fein in 1918
in what was a landslide election victory
for the extremists...

"In 1939 independent Ireland was
unusual because it was a functioning
democracy. By that time Ireland and
Finland were the only recently estab-
lished states that remained democratic.
Authoritarian government had become
the norm outside democracy's heartland
in north-west Europe and even there
the future was uncertain. Moreover all
the indications were that Ireland too
might soon become authoritarian. No
Catholic agrarian state with a strong
nationalistic culture had remained
independent and democratic for very
long during the inter-war period; most
existing democratic states were Protest-
ant or liberal republican. Political scien-
tist Tom Garvin has shown that many
of those who participated in the struggle
for Irish independence were unenthusiastic
democrats attracted by authoritarian and
militaristic alternatives to representative
government. However, Bill Kissane
has countered this, arguing that repres-
entative institutions were already deeply
embedded in Irish nationalist political
culture in the 19th century... Kissane
is persuasive but he does not adequately
address Garvin's challenge that within
Irish nationalism there were militaristic
and authoritarian strains. What hap-
pened after 1914 and contributed to the
violence of that period was that demo-
cracy and nationalism came into conflict
over the future of Irish sovereignty.

"Ireland’'s democratic political cul-
ture was seriously challenged between
1914 and 1924. This challenge took
various forms, but the driving force for
it was nationalism. Up to 1914 lIrish
nationalism had expressed itself prim-
arily in constitutional terms. Though
demanding Home Rule from Britain,
moderate Irish nationalists had worked
within the British political system to
achieve a major reform of the constitu-
tion. John Redmond and his colleagues
in the Home Rule party worked to



convince a majority in Westminster that
devolved government should be conceded
to Ireland, and they were not prepared to
work outside the constitutional structure
to achieve this end. This was almost
achieved when the third Home Rule Bill
was passed in 1914. However, Irish
nationalists were agreed that any Home
Rule settlement should apply to the entire
island of Ireland, and Ulster Unionists
rejected nationalist claims to the north.
Ulster Unionism asserted Northern Ire-
land's right to be considered as an auto-
nomous community with sovereign rights.
This dispute has been central to the
political conflict in Ireland ever since...
The question was determining which
majority was acceptable for deciding
major political change... The British
parliament had acknowledged the justice
of the Unionist case by 1914, but the right
of the north to remain within the UK was
rejected by Irish nationalists, even the
most moderate...

"For Irish nationalists the notion of
partition was outrageous, and in common
with many nationalists de Valera was
radicalized by this threat. It drew him to
the centre of an anti-democratic conspir-
acy against not only the British state, but
majority opinion within the nationalist
community. De Valera shared with the
leaders of the 1916 rebellion a contempt
for the complex compromises and
negotiations at the heart of constitutional
politics. In its place these radicals
emphasized the will to power, which was

president of Sinn Fein, but was also "De Valera shared with the leaders of
appointed leader of the paramilitarythe 1916 rebellion a contempt for the
volunteers. The volunteer executive wasomplex compromises and negotiations
given the authority to declare war onat the heart of constitutional politics"
Britain if the need arose. Thisis a versioBy 'constitutional politics' Professor
of the 'Armalite and ballot-box' strategyGirvin can only mean British Parliament-
favoured by the later Sinn Fein, but alsary politics. The British Parliament
provides evidence for de Valera and Sinmbsolutely denied the right of Ireland to
Fein's reluctance to embrace democratibecome independent.

elections. Professor Girvin seems to use the

"Sinn Fein certainly received a mandatéerms"co_nstltutlonal" and_"demoqrafuc"
at the 1918 elections, but it was not &S meaning the same thing. This is very

mandate for armed revolt. There Werémsound historically. It was a great issue
two powerful constraints on nationalist!” British politics, in the 19th century and

violence. The first of these was the RomaH1t0 the 20th, whether what was called

Catholic Church, which opposed the use‘constitutional governmenttould be

of violence to achieve political objectivesmamtamed on the b?‘S'S of dechracy.
The other constraint was public Democracy was introduced in 1918,

opinion itself. Nationalist opinion was havmg_ bgen made.unav0|dable by_war
never homogeneous, despite what sinfonscription. And in Ireland Constitu-
Fein claimed in its propaganda. MosE'O.”é!“Sm (in the_ sense used by Professor
nationalists in 1918 had voted forachangg'r\{'n.) |mm(_ad|at_ely came into anta-
of leadership not for a declaration of waidonistic conflict with democracy.

on Britain. Like the Church, opinion From 1919 to 1921 an attempt was
remained uneasy about violence thougﬂ1ade to uph(_)ld_what Professor Glrv_ln
more ready to condemn the state than tHREeS aS Constitutional government against
nation. Nevertheless, the complex natur e democracy by means of the Imperial
of Irish public opinion meant the Sinn~"MY and the Black-and-Tans.

Fein and the IRA had to continue to take dThe "chJtopian republicanN\/iqun\'Nas
account of the deeply rooted commitmen ependent government. Nothing more.

to democracy on the part of many he only utopian thing about it was _the
nationalists while pursuing what was sexpectation that the newly-democratised

radical and utopian political strategy. The Parliarpehnt in Br_itain might nolt S?,[nd trf:e
contradiction in this was obscured duringf‘_”?]ycl’ the Empire tofpre_vent It after the
the War f Independence, when Britain' 'S electorate voted for it.

was successfully characterized as the " . "
aggressor in Ireland, but the influence of 1 N€ "Armalite and ballot-box

in turn based on an unchallengeable representative politics did notdisappear..reference IS anathprlllst|c (g; is much else
n Professor Girvin's writing). The

utopian republican vision. The radicals "Despite these constraints Ireland'd" ~roOTes :
distinguished between the will of the democratic tradition was seriouslys'tuat'on_ in the North in the 19.703 was
people as an ideal represented by threatened by the use of violence durin tterly different fro_m the 1919 situation.
themselves and the actual existing will as the War of Independence and thereafte n 1919 the majority that had voted for
expressed in elections and through public IRA volunteers developed a miIitaristic'nd(:"pem.jence was not prepared to go
opinion. This provided the justification mindset which was frequently impatienthom.e quietly an_d forget it when the British
for the 1916 Rising, but what in fact with the slow processes of democrati arliament put its army to work on them.

occurred was an unrepresentative coup participation..." (pp33-36). | he situatir?n in .thE_} Nﬁrth. half”a Centur:y
d'etat by an unelected group in a political ater was that Britain, having allowed the

system that remained open to change. 1he statement thatdemocracy and Six Counties to detach themselves from
That this was the case was demonstrategtionalism came into conflict over thethe Irlsh state and remain under British
over the next two years when Sinn Feifyiture of Irish sovereignty. Ireland's demsovereignty, excluded them from the
challenged the Home Rule party for th@cratic political culture was seriously democracy of the British state, and
leadership of the nationalist communitychallenged between 1914 and 198#fiot imposed an undemocratic system of
Sinn Fein was a radical nationalist par?asy to understar_ld. The democrangovernm_enton them, in which comr_nunal
originally founded in 1905. Reorganizeffanchise was not introduced until 191&ntagonism was the only practically
in 1917, it became a political vehicle foNd at the first election held under it Irelangossible form of political activity.
all those nationalists opposed to th¥oted to establish independent governmerferofessor Girvin, despite his professed
moderate Home Rule party. Sinn Feinationalism was democratic. Democracyoncern for democracy, does not comment

challenge was successful, but the leadd¥@s nationalist. on this.

ship remained unenthusiastic democrats. The 1916 Insurrection happened in a "Ulster Unionism asserted Northern
The ballot box was used to radicalizperiod when the electorate was a minorityreland's right to be considered an auto-
opinion, promote republican utopianisn®f the adult population; and when thenomous community with sovereign rights.
and justify the 1916 coup, not teelectoral process had been suspended fohis dispute has been central to the
consolidate democracy. As a resuthe duration of the World War; and whemolitical conflict in Ireland ever since™
constitutional politicians were swept asidéhe Home Rule Party, without a mandaté has not. The Ulster Unionists did not
at the 1918 election, nationalist repeven from the elite electorate, had not onlgssert sovereign rights as a separate
resentatives seceded from Westminstgdpported the British war on Germanycommunity. They asserted the right to
and confrontation between Irish nationAustria, and Turkey by voting for it, but remain an integral part of the British state.
alism and the British state became centfafd used all its influence to drive the mal&/hen the British Parliament decided in
to Irish political life. Nor did this end thepopulation of Ireland into the maelstrom1921-2 that they might exclude themselves
violence. In 1917 de Valera was electe®f war. from whatever political arrangement was
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conceded to the rest of Ireland, it did n
do so by simply enabling the Unionis|
areas in Ulster to remain an integral pajt
of the British state. It was foun

expedient in the Imperial interest t
pretend that the Ulster Unionists ha
wanted something different from Britai

as well as from nationalist Ireland, an
Westminster threatened the Ulst

Unionists that something worse woul
happen to them if they did not go alon
with that pretence. So Westminste
obliged the Ulster Unionists to submi
to being treated as Ulster Home Ruler
and to operate a strictly subordinat
system of devolution outside the politica
democracy of the British state. And it is

1

l
h

the consequences of that undemocragcerdained.

arrangement for the large nationaligt
minority in the Six Counties that havg
been'central to political conflict"ever

since.

Another surprising omission from hig
account of Ireland leading up to 1939 i§
the Fascist movement. If Ireland wap
not securely democratic in 1939, would
it not have been to the point to sa
something about the anti-democratig
elements? His writing would incline
the reader to suppose that they were t
De Valeraites. In fact it was the Treaty)
ites, the participants in the Empire an
Commonwealth, who were Fascist. Fin
Gael was formally a Fascist Party. |
advocated the ending of the Parliamen
ary system. It urged De Valera tq
recognise the Fascist insurrection if
Spain as the legitimate Government longy
before it had established itself as thee
facto power. De Valera upheld the
Parliamentary system against Fine Ga
pressure.

Professor Girvin remarks that Fing
Gael"effectively abandoned its identi-
fication with the commonwealth when if
accepted neutrality'(p64). But he does
not mention anywhere that identification
with the Commonwealth went along with
identification with Fascism in Irish
politics in the 1930s.

Professor Girvin seems to sugges
that there was a special relationshi
between Protestantism and democra
But liberal-democratic comment usuall
traces the major Fascist Power to som
thing it calls Prussianism. Prussia w
Protestant. German Protestantism in t
1930s was part of the structure of th
Fascist State. The major power o
resistance in the texture of Germa
society to the Nazi development was th
Catholicism through which a stablg
democratic regime was quickly
established after 1945.

*
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Professor Girvin aspires to be a cor
sistent democrat—but the depth of hi
anti-national passion does not allow it.

e

England iiber alles

Heather Perrin

O England uber alles! A
Putnam Pontificates
X Patrick Kavanagh T

From page 14

"But that oft recited fact dramatically
1984 he became treasurer of the oil explora- understates the remarkable global reach
tion group Enterprise Oil PLC in London, @achieved by this country. _
where he was mainly concerned with West _ A new study has found that at various
African and North Sea oil projects. He retired imes the British have invaded almost 90%
from his executive position in 1989 and said ©f the countries around the globe.

. "The analysis of the histories of the
that he sensed a calling from God to be almost 200 countries in the world found

only 22 which have never experienced an
invasion by the British.

"Among this select group of nations are
far-off destinations such as Guatemala,
Tajikistan and the Marshall Islands, as well
some slightly closer to home, such as
Luxembourg"

(Daily Telegraph, London, 4.11.2012).

"Another surprising recruit to the
Anglican Ministry is the Rev. Patrick
Butler, the curate at Guildford, Surrey.

"His father is the notorious George
Blake, the Soviet spy, now living in
Russia. When his mother remarried, Rev.
Butler took his stepfather's name, and is
described as a 'very evangelical' Christiafi.

i X : |
God works in mysterious ways, indee UTNAM Pontificates

(Irish Cath.15.11.2012)

"The problem in Ireland is the degree to
which all politics is local. It infantilises
politics. Big decisions consistently get
reduced to the local perspective and that's
kind of how democracy has turned around
and started to eat itself" (Sir David Puttnam,

; 2 - UK New Labour Lord, Irish Independent,
of silence over the conviction of one of its

most prominent members, District Court 27.10.2012.)

judge Heather Perrin who once served as Ten-time Academy Award-winner Lord

director of the Girls Brigade InternationaDavid Puttham, who has 26 BAFTAs and a

Council." Palm D'Or to his name and who lives in
"The motto of the Girls Brigade, theSkibbereen, Co Cork, was named Ireland's

Christian uniformed organisation, is SeeHDigitaI Championby Communications

serve and follow Christ. Minister Pat Rabbitte TD on 17 December
"Its aim is “to help girls become follow-

ers of the Lord Jesus Christ, and throug}
self control, reverence and a sense of respon-

sibility to find true eqrichment of life”..." Patrick Kavanagh: what theLEADER
(Irish Ind. 21.11.2012). ypjication said about him in 1954

Perrin (nee Thornburgh) was found guilty "_.hunkering on a bar stool, defining
by a unanimous jury of deceiving an elderly  ajcohol as the worst enemy of the imagin-
friend into bequeathing half of his €1 million ation. The great voice, reminiscent of a load
estate to her two children. ' of gravel sliding down the side of a quarry,

The conviction of Perrin has sent pooms out, the starry-eyed young poets and
shockwaves through the bench. painters surrounding him, all of them 20 or

It has also shocked the close-knit Angli- more years his junior, convinced (rightly,
can parishes of Malahide and Portmarnock too) that the Left Bank was never like this,
as well as the United Dioceses of Dublin fervently cross themselves, there is a slack-
and Glendalough, where Perrin was a lead- ening, noticeable enough, in the setting up

HEATHER PERRIN

"A former District Court judge has been
sentenced to two-and-a-half years in jail for
deception."RTE news28.11.2012).

“Last night the Girls Brigade drew a veil

ing light in Christian organisations such as of the balls of malt. With a malevolent insult

the Girls Brigade. which, naturally, is well received, the Master
Although a relatively recent appointment, orders a further measure, and cocking an
in her short tenure Perrin has made legal €Y€ at the pub clock, downs the malt in a

Ghistory as the first judge in the history of the 9ulp Which produces a fit of coughing that

all but stops the traffic outside. His acolytes,
sylph-like redheads, dewy-eyed brunettes,

"Her elevation to the bench in 2009 was o hard-faced intellectual blondes, three
attributed at the time to her credentials as a rangy university poets and several semi-

hard-working, northside Protestant" bearded painters, flap.

(ibid.). "Yous have no merit, no merit at all', he
insults them individually and collectively,
they love it, he suddenly leaves to get lunch

"Every schoolboy used to know that at in the Bailey and have something to win on
the height of the Empire, almost a quarter the second favourite. He'll be back"

of the atlas was coloured pink, showing the ("Irish Independent"”, 9.10.201L2

extent of British rule.

State to be convicted of a serious crime.

More Vox on page 13
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