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. . Governing circles in Dublin had the extravagant notion
Edltorlal that the cause of the War in the North was the way history was
written in the South. They called for new history which would
be a soporific influence towards peace, and went to England
for it. Oxbridge was producing complicated Irish histories
with little reach. Then Penguin Books came up with an obtuse
and deadening pot-boiler (not really an oxymoron in the era
when finance capital seems to determine taste) by Roy Foster,
which was put into universal circulation. It was drilled into

Thomas Davis And The children.

. Here is Foster'Mlodern Irelandon Davis:
Young Ireland Herltage_ "Young Ireland was a splinter of the Repeal movement

grouped around the young journalists who started\éitéon

. i newspaper: principally Thomas Davis, John Blake Dillon and
Thomas Davis, an Anglo-Irish Protestant gentleman who Charles Gavan Duffy. It also indicated what the Repeal

foundedThe Nationnewspaper along with Charles Gavan o ement, with its middle-class backing, gentry-merchant MPs
Duffy in 1842, was born in Mallow, Co. Cork and died in  anq geliberate ambiguities was not appealing to. The strength
Dublin in 1845. The centenary of his death was a major of the alternative tradition is indicated by the runaway success
cultural/political event in nationalist Ireland. The bi-centenary of the Nation the readership was possibly 250,000... Young
of his birth was scarcely noticed outside of Mallow. Ireland's ideology bore a superficial resemblance to European

In 1945 Irish independence, both political and cultural, romantic nationalism; but if it imbibed the cultural sense of
appeared to be so firmly established that the project of nationality inculcated by German philosophy, this was via
undermining it seemed futile. The English newspaper in Carlyle rather than Herder... In many ways, the spirit of the
Ireland, therish Times therefore aligned itself with the Davis/ ~ Nationwas as modernist and utilitarian as O'Connell. Irish
Young Ireland strain in the national culture as a means of plrcumgézlan?es mactlﬁ adogtlon Ofl Elurodpeanl-jtylet Qaftllon?::s;n

. : : O : " impossible for one thing. Young Ireland could not define tha

. . reason why Mazzini dismissed their cause as bogus...
tactic was to make use of Young Ireland as a lever against the « _ The Sword' was deified in Davis's ballads and the rhetoric
rest. And it might even be that there were some in Anglo- of T.F. Meagher...
Ireland who felt that they could live in Young Ireland culture. "The banality and doggerel dfation publicity helped to

spread the message... Davis, a Protestant, adopted the

A generation later it began to appear that the culture of necessarily pluralistideology of the Irish Protestant nationalist...
independent Ireland was not as substantial as it appeared—Thus, rather illogically, he emphasised the contribution of
that it was, in fact, brittle. This became apparent in the Norman blood and Westminster values to the lIrish cause,
fluctuating attitude of the Establishment towards events in the While attacking ‘sullen Saxonism and glorifying the racial
North, which veered from one extreme to the other from 1969 Violence of the Celt. In the end, though, his celebration of Irish
to the’ early seventies. Red-hot anti-Partitionists beatene history necessitated backing Catholic nationalism against alien

factoUnionist d bal f Th 0 hold Protestantism. Many of the other Young Irelanders arrived at
actonionists unaer verbal camoutiage. 1hey came 1o N0t & y,a same destination more briskly: and the roots of the move-

position which they were incapable of expressing coherently ment were culturally separatist, essentially Anglophobic and

and if you can't express what you think, or what you have increasingly sectarian. They cherished a certain cult of Carlyle,

some vague notion that you might be thinking—then your readingSartor Resartusvhile undertaking rapt tours of the

thought process is aborted. Irish landscape. Young Ireland took to logical extremes the
Conor Cruise O'Brien eventually went the whole hog— feelings that O'Connell alternately pandered to, and conjured

from professional anti-Partitionist who was inclined to treat away again: (pp310-313).

the Ulster Unionists as beinglons—the word used to describe . _ -

the French settlers in Algeria—to member of an Ulster Unionist Th'_s refers chiefly t(.) the years before Davis died. Soon

party. (Other Unionists dismissed him as a cuckoo in th%fter his death the Famine set in. Then:

Bicentenary Of Davis

nest.) "Extremist Young Irelanders... grouped around Mitchel's
At a certain point on this journey he launched a venomous United Irishman.., set the tone of Francophilia, 1798
attack on Davis and Young Ireland. revivalism, and separation. The rhetoric was militaristic and

republican; an insurrectionary ethic founded on an almost
psychotic Anglophobia. the Famine was the rationale for

Y Irel h ither th h hi . . .
oung Ireland had to be either the best or the worst thing accusing the British government of genocide, but the roots

in the h|st9ry of the nqtlonallst moyemgnt because it was the went deeper than that" (p315).
liveliest thing. It was in everyone's mind, even though they "Mitchel was sentenced to transportation, and enabled to

mightn't know it. It wrote the songs of the nationalist 10w a career of frantic Carlylean attitudinizing” (p316).
movement, and songs are as penetrating as water. The British

Government thought of prosecuting them in the 1840s. O'Brien Who was this Carlyle, from whom Davis etc. got their
as Minister, did ban them from the state media, but thespmantic nationalist notion, and with whom they went on
wouldn't go away. "rapt tours of the Irish landscapeVhile reading a book of his,
Sartor Resartua

When the Redmondites were recruiting for the Empire in  Fifty pages later Foster tells the reader that Irish emigrant
the Great War, they had the bright idea of imperialising somfamilies in Britain maintained strong kinship ties with Ireland
of the Young Ireland songs. Stephen Gwynn and Tom Kettleecause they were confronted in England wittvall of anti-
wrote new words for them. But it was no use. Davis's wordsish prejudice, conveniently articulated by Carlyle, Kingsley
could not be exorcised. and Elizabeth Gaskel(p361).



So Carlyle was a fierce anti-Irish propagandist! E
though he had close relations with the Young Irelanders,
taught them romantic nationalism! A very weird paradox

In fact there is no paradox because Young Ireland was
a romantic splinter from O'Connell's middle-class Ref
movement; and it did ndtour the landscapeWith Carlyle;
and it did not get nationalism from him; aSdrtor Resartus
is a kind of anti-landscape book.

Young Ireland was a consistently middle-class developmerﬁ

of the middle-class element in O'Connell's movement.
Carlyle, who was an enormous influence on British so
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dealing with it.
His tour of Ireland was made after Davis's death, and it

not a tour oflandscape'but a tour of the consequences of heA Tale of Two Synods

Famine.

During the Famine there was a rupture in relations betWeeppe Augustus Debate:

Duffy and Mitchel. Mitchel wanted a revolution. Duffy sg
that there was no possibility of revolution. If there had bee
was he rather than Mitchel who would have made it, bu
had no patience with revolutionism, particularly when
threatened to disrupt such alleviating measures as
practicable.

Mitchel was convicted and transported and wroteJtie
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Journal Duffy made tenacious use of such legal resource

transportation, and launch the tenant-right movement w
undermined landlordism in two generations. But Mitchel
been much better remembered than Duffy by intellecty
even revisionist ones.

However, Mitchel's characterisation of Government con

were available to defend himself in a series of trials, alo

during the potato blight dgenocidal"could only be describe(tl

as"psychotic"(Foster) by somebody in the grip of hyster|

s £3abeza de Vaca and What the Indians Wanted
id John Minahane (Spanish Colonial Policy,
ich Part 6)
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Isaac Butt, who was very much a member of the British rufing he Heresiarch:

class in Ireland barely restrained himself from describ
Government policy as exterminatory. Butt was an Imperi

The resources of the Empire were vast. With the Act of U
Ireland had become part of the homeland of the Empire.
the Government let people starve by the million insteaq
feeding them from the Empire and consolidating Irelang

part of the state. But, in view of what the Government ¢lid,

what use was the Union to Ireland? So Butt founded
Home Rule movement.

Foster does not trouble the reader (all too often a stug
with explanations.
believed, even when they are mutually inconsistent.

Davis set out withthe necessarily pluralist ideology of th
Irish Protestant nationalist"but through'glorifying the racial
violence of the Celt"he ended upbacking Catholic
nationalism against alien Protestantism"

What was'Protestant nationalisn? The nationalism o

He utters little dogmas that are to] be

ng http://heresiarch.org
i_StThere is a great deal of interesting reading. Go surf and see!
10| es:
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Westminster's sovereignty after the in a common national life with the popu}-

Battle of the Boyne, which in 1780 ation at large.
asserted its independence of Westmin- If that outcome is to be calle
ster. It was the Irish nation of the era Catholic-nationalism, then the cause

j Wilson John Haire

Of The Dublin author, Hugh Travers,

when official Ireland consisted of the it must be called Protestant Imperialisgn. was invited by Channel 4 to write a

small Protestant colonial minority of the
population. But Protestant nationalism
was not"necessarily pluralist"in

ideology.
course of history in Ireland would have English distinction between Normar
been fundamentally different. It remain- (Cavaliers) and Puritans (Saxons). T|

Was there'illogicality” in honour-

ing the Normans while deploring the
If it had been pluralist, the Saxons? There was a conventional

sit-com on a subject of his
choosing. He chose to do the
comedy series on the Famine,
leading to an online Petition to
Channel 4 to drop the project
S gathering c40,000 signatures. There
he have been a few dissenting voices,

-

ed exclusively Protestant up to the Normans who came to Ireland had ble
moment when England bribed it to ed with the Irish and England had to
abolish its Parliament.

confronted with a Norman/Irish statg.

d- however, such as Diarmaid Ferriter
rl)e writing, There Is No Shame In Laughing

on the alert to ensure that it was rjot

When did Davis celebrate Celtic There was no danger of that with tije

racial violence? Presumably when he Saxons/Puritan colonisation, followin
wrote songs about the resistance of Celticthe conquests of Cromwell and Willia
Ireland to English conquest. of Orange, by (in Edward Walsh's tran

This is very old-fashioned Imperialist lation of Eoghan Rua O'Sullivafi)he
ideology indeed: itis racist for a society dull, plodding plunderers, Sean Buidhg
to resist Imperial conquest!

)

Davis himself was Welsh on hig

When did Davis bacKCatholic father's side, and on his mother's

nationalism? Presumably when he did descended from a Cromwellian and

not dispute O'Connell's forceful assertion Sullivan Beare, which possibly accour

of the fact that the great bulk of the for his liveliness and the range of h
population in the British Protestant state sensitivity.

in Ireland was Catholic and gave way  Foster wrote nonsense about hi

on the scheme which he had formedbut an educational system which had

with Duffy for non-denominational
College education backed by the Protest-ignorant response of the Dublin Est
ant State.
O'Connell certainly was Catholic that this nonsense levelled everythi
nationalist in the sense that he set aboubefore it. Davis is now pretty well abse
developing a national spirit in the vast from “Irish literature in print—apart fronj
majority of the population that had been Aubane and Athol Books.
excluded from public life, and had much Athol Books has Duffy'€Convers-
of its private life interfered with, under ations With Carlyle.
the regime of the Protestant British State  Aubane has Duffy's biography df
in Ireland, whether colonial up to 1800 Davis, and a selection of extracts frg
or Unionist after that And, after he began The Natiorfor the years 1842-44.
to exert effective reform pressure onthe  The editorial ofThe Nation or29th
regime, he was concerned that the regimeDctober 1842 wad/ar With Everybody
would try to accomplish in the name of The Empire was at war wit
reform what it had failed to achieve by everybody—as it is still doing its best
honest repression. be, in alliance with its American off
spring; And the centrepiece of i
universal war in 1842 was, of cour
Afghanistan! (See AHS selection fro
The Nation, p29).

In doing this O'Connell had ruptured
relations with Ulster Protestant reformers
who had supported Emancipation. Davis
and Duffy, basing themselves on what
O'Connell had achieved in the way of
national construction over thirty years
tried to re-build bridges that O'Connel

On-line sales of books,

had burnt. O'Connell didn't like this| pamphlets and magazines:
He remained suspicious of the forces

the other side of the bridge. Thoug https://

Davis could not carry the day again

O'Connell, he continued with his effort www.atholbooks-
to build Bridges, as Duffy did after him. sales.org

The comprehensiveness of their failur|
indicates that the Protestant communitigs
in Ireland simply were not willing, even
though they were in decline, to take palt

or order from address on page 3

become disorientated existentially by the

lishment to the War in the North, ensurgd
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At Famine Satire (Irish Times, 10.12.15).

Listen

We bones talk,

in Ireland we are everywhere,
everywhere you walk,

under fields, under buildings.
aware,

are you aware,

'€ under the street you live in,
D'

(s
S

the house you live in,

the block of flats you live in,
we are bones,

under railway stations,

under stadiums

' while games are played,
under hospitals — your palladium,
under prisons,

the same message relayed:
we bones have risen,

we are insulted:

why would you laugh at your relics,
your DNA,

we are in tumult,

one thousand year old families
lie here,

ended in that calamity,

never again to re-produce,
never again to re-appeatr.

You survivors tread over us
every day,

roll over us in the bus,

kneel on us

as you prayetr,

why would you want to laugh
as we lie under lakes

beyond the diver,

under rivers

where cattle their thirst slake,
on a sunny day we are below
you in the park,

we might have been you there
but hunger was the death-blow
to the reedy song

of the hovering lark.

In the pub

when you order a round

know we are there

below the cellar,

so beware of the storyteller,
down here we hear and see
as you must hear and see,

for we are you,

we of the many,

you of the few.

6 January 2014



provoked a particularly assertive version France conquered Algeria and, after the
Editorial of Islam and secondly, it has stimulated andefeat of Fascism, fought a terrorist war,
increase of population movement from the in which torture was freely used, in an
Middle East to the West which includes attempt to hold it, but failed.
numbers of Muslims versed in this parti-
cular view of Islam finding their way to The"freedom of expressiontvhich is
the home countries of the West (although, guaranteed in France today, is chiefly a
ISlam II‘I The West as with other implications of its foreign freedom to express Islamophobia. In
policy, the United States remains immune things relating to French affairs proper,
from this outcome). In some ways it could freedom of expression is severely limited
Pe said that the West's destabilization by law or by an oppressive public opinion.
policy has now found expression beyond The frank investigation of French conduct
the geographical area in which it was meantbefore, during and after the Second World
to operate and has now assumed the capatar is taboo. The Holocaust has been
city to destabilise the cultural values of transferred from the sphere of reason to
Western society. the sphere of belief enforceable by law.
larly Western phenomenon, where the e And the Ngremberg Trials, which_were
separation of Church and Stz;lte enabled a. Fra_mce_, becau_se of its hlst_on_c_ rela- C(_)nducted in travesty of law, even if they
perspective based on satire to evolve lnatlons_mp _thh_AIge_na, has had S|gn|f|_cant did hang some people who des_erved
this sense Islam is a mediaeval reIigi.on Muslim immigration from north Afrlca hanging, have been made_ unquesuonable
where there is not a similar acceptance Offor many years {and has dealt with themby measures tha_t put one in mind of Papal
the separation between religion and politics as French Alg_erlan_s rather than as Mus-Decrees in the tlmes_ yvhen the Pope had
and consequently satire is not given theIlms and, whlle this appears _to_have both temporal and spiritual power.
same license. And there is the further factensurgd_ relative Ievels_ of stgblllty in the .
that Muslim olpposition to idolatry forbids past, it is now struggling with the fact Fr_ance is not today the country of
pictorial representation of Mohammed _that many of these people now refu;e to_\/olfca_lre. It is true that he wrote a play
even if it is reverential " identify themselves_ as French Algeriansin ridicule of Mohammedz but that was
This is somethiné that those who but r_ather as Muslims—a developmer_n before France set out on its campaign to
indulge in satire in the West do not appearthat is no_t separate fr_om the new Islamicovercome Isla_m by force. And hls ridi-
L perspective of the Middle East. cule was mainly directed against the
to understand. On an instinctive level we Catholic Church, when it was a major

erl] tilfgcr)\\pi,siir;t ;2t?rr§v:/?II lrlttatlsiltci?lagglaoct:j?/t Given the fact that the \_/\./est. has beenforce in both the State and society.
attack (for the same reason the idea Ofre.spon5|ble for the destabll!zqtlon of the . .
Christian terrorism is viewed as a mad- Middle East and the as;omatwe encour-  The radical Fre_nch Enlightenment
ness). Similarly we instinctively know aggment of amore asseruye brgnd of I§Ianlseems to have run its course and to hqve
that ény anti-lslam satire has a goodW.hIC.h has, as aresult of this pphcy, arrived settled down as a regime of secularist
chance of provoking an extreme responseW|th|n its pqrders, the questpn needs to orthodoxy, protepted by_ myths apd
This makes Islam a particularly easy b_e asked: is it morally and §00|ally respon- taboos. Itfs_a pllty Voltaire isn't still
target for satirists and as such it hasS|ble to attempt. to continue to assert around to ridicule it.
Western values in terms of freedom pf

become the "go-to" religion for anyone Lo . .
) : X expression in the way it was done in the
seeking a tangible reaction. Press the P y Report

button, get the predictable response and’ ast without tqklng res_ponS|b|I.|ty for th
then ride the wave of indignation on the inevitable re_acnon to this assertion in terfhs Free Speech?
: of the Islamic backlash?

surfboard of freedom of expression. There Dieudonné M'bala M’bala said on
is a very real responsibility on those who  The glorification of'French freedom" | Facebook that he feels himself to pe
partake of this sport to get to know the which followed the Charlie Hebdo| Charlie Coulibaly The name combine
nature of the sea in which they play.  assassinations, is spurious. The freedpmhe magazine titleCharlie Hebdo with

We in the West are no longer in the to blaspheme against Jesus or ridicflethat ofAmedy Coulibaly, a hostage take
world of the 1960s or 1970s where a Christianity is not a symptom of thg in the kosher supermarket. The sig-
culture of ‘anything goes' is without its tolerance which justifies doing the sanfe gestion is that Dieudonne feels sympajny
implications. Whether or not we like to to Islam. Christianity became intolerable with both sides.
describe it as such, globalisation hasto the French majority and State measufes  Facebook withdrew the post, but rfot
created a situation where what is des-were applied against it in the systemalic before Minister for Interior threatendd
cribed asWestern valuestan no longer  secularisation begun at the start of the 2Pthserious consequences to the Internet §ite.
be exercised with impunity. Because of century. And to tolerate blasphemy agaiffstMoreover,an Interior Ministry investig-
the combination of a highly dangerous what you hate is not much of a virtue. | ation of Dieudonne for "defending

foreign policy of destabilization in the . . terrorism" has been opened, said Agnes
Middle East, and the impact of increasing  Islam has not sickened of itself 4s Thibault-Lecuivre, a spokeswoman for

economic encroachment, there hasChristianity has done in so much @f the prosecutor.
emerged a very volatile relationship with Europe. It has not undermined itself, apd  Even before the Charlie Hebdo
Islam in the West. the attempt of Christian Imperialism episode Dieudonne was prevented from
undermine it has not been successful. Andworking in France. A proposed trip to
Western foreign policy in the Middle the reason there are Muslims in Francq isBritain in 2014 was banned by the British
East has created two things. Firstly, it hasnot that Algeria invaded France but thjat 2uthorities.

The Charlie Hebdo Affair

The Charlie Hebdomagazine appears
to have been deliberately provocative (one
issue was supposedly edited by the Prophe
Mohammed while another one depicted
him naked). The stand it took has been
justified by the fact that it was also
provocative to other religions including
Christianity. But political satire is a particu-

vl
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Both Semelin and Paxton have no
Cathy Winch interest in my hypothesis being present-
ed, debated, and discussed. This is the
reason why, rather than allowing for
genuine historical debate among pro-

. . ponents of opposite views, they prefer
Vichy And The Holocaust: A New Book_| gjiminating their opponent, through
calumny.

Is it because they have run out of
arguments? The day Paxton, and his
followers, accept a genuine debate on
the role and attitude of the Vichy
Government with regard to the Final
Solution, we will see what remains of

A historian of French origin, Alain World Center for Holocaust Research,
Michel, argued in his 2012 bodkichy  where | created French-language semi-
et la Shoah: Enquéte sur le Paradoxe nars on teaching the Holocaust in 1987.
Francais that "Vichy, although anti- Nothing in my "pedigree"” fits the des-
Semitic and an accomplice in crime, cription of a Vichy rehabilitator. My
sought to limit the impact of the Final biography, which | have kept intention-
Solution in France, and succeeded in ally brief (but which I could supplement . . : o
doing so." According to Michel, with further elements), demonstrates thethe'r conception of a Vichy that' is still
occupied countries like France that hadbaselessness of the accusation leveledSe": by many, as an embodiment of
collaboration regimes were much more at me by Semelin, and by Paxton. absolute e;wl. . "
successful in protecting Jews in their  The reader oTheNew York Review Alain Michel, Jerusalem, Israel
territories than occupied countries like also deserves knowing that my book

Belgium and the Netherlands whose opens on the explicit affirmation that . .

Governments fled. This thesis, althoughmy research is in no way founded on Review of Michel's book by Paul
balanced and in no way extreme, runsnostalgia for Pétain and his regime, angSaunders, Professor of Geopolitics
counter to the obligatory views in France, that it concludes with a specific reminder ~ 3t NEOMA Business School

where, says Michel, unlike in the United of Vichy's anti-Semitism and complicity — (Reims, France):

States and Israel, discussion of the Holo-in mass murder. Therefore one has to be . In his bookVichy and the Shoah
caust is not free. Since the publication particularly malevolent to dare accuse ~12in Michel addresses the ‘French
of his book, Michel has found his me of any intention of rehabilitating paradox: why did the country that

participation in various Holocaust- Vichy. practically_‘inyepted' the notion of 'state
related projects in France cancelled. If the accusation targeting me is collaboration” with Nazi Germany have
A review d Vichy et la Shoaill  nevertheless formulated the way it is, ©"€ ©Of the lowest rates (approximately

appear in the next issue 6hurch &  two questions arise: Why does Semelin©€-quarter) of Jews deported to
State meanwhile here are two extracts feel a need to slur my research? And€Xt€rmination and concentration camps
from Alain Michel's blog: the first why does Paxton bother referring to that dUring the Final Solution? Surprisingly,

concerns a comment by Paxton, theparticular phrase in Semelin's book Nistorians have eluded this core contra-
hegemonic American historian of Vichy, dealing with my work, in what is, after d'Ct'On’_ subscribing to the ass.ertlon,
and the second is a review by Paulall, a very small passage in a nine- POPUlarized by Hannah Arendesch-

Sanders. hundred-page tome? mann in Jerusalem (1963), that collabor-
The answer to this can be found in &tion facilitated the Nazis' dirty work
Re a comment by Paxton: the title of Paxton's article. This article a1d Was co-responsible for the Jewish

“In his review of a book by French justly criticizes the downsides of Seme- catastrophe. Conversely, Arendt argued
historian Jacques Semelldéws : How  lin's book, in particular the author's that bureaucratic chaos and disorder
Vichy Made It Worse'NYR March 6]  method of drawing general conclusions Would have resulted in a significantly
Robert O. Paxton writes: from a limited number of case studies, [OWer number of victims.

Even some present-day authors try the representativeness of which is not This point of view was adopted by
to use the 'French paradox' to make a convincingly established. Beyond this Rober.t O. Paxton in h.ls paradlg.matlc
positive case for Vichy. The latest critique, however, Paxton's and Seme-and highly influential history of Vichy
example is Alain Michel¥ichy et la  lin's approaches rely on a common France (1972). Paxtor_1 argued that the
Shoah: enquéte sur le paradoxe francaisconception, that of a Vichy government Présence of the regime brought no
a work S_e_melin d_enounces as an effortag the "ultimate culprit”, whose every benefits _to the French; quite to the
to "rehabilitate” Vichy. single action expedited the implement- contrary, it made matters worse for them,

This passage concerning my book ation of the Final Solution in France and @1d they would have been better off
calls for a response, which | propose toaggravated the situation of the Jews. W'th.OUt V|ch_y. The low Jewish victim-
do in two distinct ways. First, | would My approach, which, by the way, 'Zation rate in France was turned on its
like to state formally that Semelin's builds directly on the work of two widely head, with Paxton arguing that the IOW
appraisal, which Paxton adopts as hisrespected Holocaust historians, Ray|"ate would have been even lower, had it
own, is defamatory. "Rehabilitating” a Hilberg and Léon Poliakov, adopts the not tl)een foerhy. L'Jnder the \(ve|ghF of
regime implies not only a desire to sweepexactly opposite stance. | argue thatthis 'learned opinion’ the genuine driver
under the carpet its sins, but also Vichy, although anti-Semitic and an of thg Fmal Solution in France has
adherence, however minimal, to its ideo- accomplice in crime, sought to limit the remained in the dark.
logy, as well as an intention to promote impact of the Final Solution in France, Alain Michel's book redresses the
its ideas. and succeeded in doing so. | also arguébalance. He demonstrates how the Vichy

| am a historian and a rabbi of French that the first and foremost beneficiaries Government was driven by an objective
origin living in Israel. | have worked for of these efforts were Jews of French of protecting certain categories of integ-
almost thirty years at Yad Vashem, the nationality. rated Jews, namely those with French



citizenship, and how, generally, it startg¢d violence in Paris. | am a fan of satirj
igs

dragging its feet as soon as the genynéebut Hebdo seems to focus its energ
meaning and purpose of the 'evacuatignsexclusively on provoking the Islamic
to the East' had become clearer, in lptecommunity in the most vile way pos-
Summer 1942. The regime's 'protecti@n’sible. Its writers worked hard to provokg
of Jews with French citizenship did npt a reaction, and it's a bit rich to 'cry
come without a 'price’: in its negotiatiogs wolf’ when some fanatical nutcase
with the Nazis the regime offered thje finally gave them a reaction. Hebdo’s
minority of recently arrived foreign of cartoons have a lot in common with thg
stateless Jews in France as a pawn, pndepictions of the Irish in Punch cartoonp
it was this group that would become the of the 19th century. No doubt many nory
prime target for filling the deportatiop Irish people found them funny at thg
convoys. time, too. Is this the Hebdo peoplq
While Michel condemns the regimgs identify with when they charife suis
use of foreign Jews as bargaining mater-Charlie’? One would hope not. So is i
ial, calling this a 'crime’, he stresses that,about ‘freedom of expression’? That's p
under the conditions pertaining at the bit rich in a country where even attemptf
time, collaboration did not, invariably, ing to question official accounts of thg
lead to worst possible outcomes (psholocaust will land you in jail, where
argued by previous literature). In fagt, the genocide in Armenia was recentl
the sacrifice of the few for the greatpr added to the list of 'unquestionabl
number was a 'lesser evil'. The overpll topics'. Where was je suis Charlie, thp
indication is that, contrary to Arendtjs mass protests then?
assertion, the presence of collaboratfon Ironic too, words of support from
governments in Europe moderated fheObama—Ieader of a country where
impact of the Final Solution. In any cage, journalist lost her job and her paper wg
the death rates were consistently highercensured for publishing a photo of th
in countries under direct Germgn real cost of the Iragi war in terms of US
domination than in countries run soldiers' lives. A country where the
independent or semi-independent collgb-muzzling Patriot Act still holds sway,
oration regimes.
This does not amount to a rehabillt- George Bush where one could voicp
ation of such regimes; at the same tifneone’s criticism—away from public view.
it shows that the black-and-white dichp- The other implication being of course
tomies characterizing the majority
studies on the role of collaboratign speech. A country where the medif
regimes in the Holocaust require urggnt effectively self-censors and the publi
revision. Michel's rigorous reappraispl gets an almost entirely singular view o
of Vichy's role relies on quantitative American foreign policy and its globall
material to support its central claims, |n effects.
the light of which a number of chapte}s
of French Holocaust history will have fo
be rewritten.”

U) &
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And even Ireland, our words of sup
port seem hollow when we recall th
for thirty years any honest questionir?i
of British policy in Northern Ireland was
effectively stifled by Section 31. Whers
was je suis Charlie then? Some initigl

Alain Michel's blog (mainly in French):
http://vichyetlashoah.blog.lemonde.fr

and there were 'free speech areas' unger

f that outside those areas there is no frge

Wilson John Haire

Signed Plastered
Of Paris

They bomb you and call it
peacekeeping,

they jeer and sneer at your
faith and call it

satire,

now the reaping and the moralisinp
liar.
They demonstrate for free speech]
the free speech that can't be
yours,

be moderate they beseech while
backing those on bombing raid
tours.

By all means shoot and
kill

but not on French soil.
For this we opened the armoury apd
the till!

So, as a secular nation you put otfyer
seculars on the boil?

Excuse us if we appear
brazen
to you dissidents,
do our views
emblazon
the attitude of our
citizens?
No, we give them what they want
to hear.
Could we have enhanced Libya
if they weren't our
peers.
9 January 2035

well-justified journalistic indignation
aside, the media here weren't long
knuckling under, to their shame. There

So, for all those reasons, | am not

Nick Folley

On 11th January the following letter
was sent to The Irish Times, The Irish
Catholic, The Irish Independent and
The Irish Examiner*. It had not
appeared in any of them at the time
we went to press

Charlie Hebdo

Je ne suis pas Charlie.

Here's why. | have only recently
become familiar with Charlie Hebdo's
work, thanks to the inexcusable act of

going to join the ranks of the 'right proper
are many ways to muzzle press freedom o N X
. Charlies’. I know | am swimming against
besides bombs and bullets, the heavy . : -
. . ’the tide of media opinion here, but
hidden hand of State apparatus dis- . .
. .~ = hopefully—in the interests of free speech
approval often being far more effective. .
) and pluralism we are all supposed to be
My fear is—and commentators are . : : ;
) X . . chanting for—this letter will make it
already disproportionately calling this unedited into print
France's 9/11—all that will emanate

from this sorry affair is a much heavier

Shtate SUpp;?SSIOH. O,f _II:_LenChHIIberSeEI "Ntruncated form on 13th January, reducing it
t ename_o S_ecur'ty' atwill pro a_y to five paragraphs, two of which were single
be the final ironic legacy of Charlie |jhes The point about the Irish media

Hebdo. And the crowds chantit)g suis  knuckling under Section 31 was omitted, as
Charlie' will have contributed to their was self-censorship in the USA. The way

own curtailment of freedom—in the the letter was edited leaves the illusion of
name of freedom. free speech in Ireland was left intact!

* The Irish Examinerpublished the letter in
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McCreevy's Mate!
"Damien McBride, the mischievous

excluding migration, was 9,305.

Pre-Nups

"Marry Mary and you marry the

mountain.” Not anymore! Almost three
quarters of farmers are in favour of
introducing pre-nuptial agreements into
Irish law.

Thelrish Examinefi. CMSA farming

survey found 73% of farmers were in
favour of pre-nuptials being recognised,
with just one quarter of them against the
idea.

This view was held across the gender

divide and even among older farmers.

With divorce on the rise in Ireland,

Mothers continue to have their babies Pré-nuptials are becoming increasingly

spin doctor for the former British Prime |ater in life, with the average age of popular

Minister, Gordon Brown, has written a fjrst-time mums rising to 30.5 years,

hilario_us, a_lcerbic mer_noir of his tumult- which was up from 30.2 last year.
uous time in 10 Downing Street. Among

many other things, he reveals how
when Brown was Chancellor of the
Exchequer, had had former Finance
Minister Charlie McCreevy eating out

" marriage tended to be younger, with an
average age of 27.8 on their first child.

Currently, there is no legislation in

place here surrounding pre-nuptial agree-
Those who had their babies outside of MeNts and their enforceability in law.

As a result, courts here do not have

to recognise a pre-nuptial agreement,
Some 36% of births were outside &lthough there is nothing preventing a

of his hand. Brown even wrote answers marriage or civil partnership, though this COUPIe_entering into such an arrange-
for McCreevy when Ireland held the rose to 58.2% in Limerick city and was ment. The e_nforce_ablllty of a pre-nuptial
Presidency of the EU—and McBride just 23.2% in Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown. @gréement is decided on a case-by-case

got British journalists to ask the required
questions. Now that's what | call an
Anglo-Irish agreement." (Joe Duffy,
British provincial Edition of The Irish
Mail on Sunday30.11.2014).

* *

are also the oldest in the country and are
50 times more likely to be in their 40s
than they are to be under 20.

Humanists!

The number of humanist ceremonies
in Ireland has doubled in the last year.

More than a 1,000 such events took
place up to October 2014.

The vast majority were weddings
(650), compared to just 80 humanist
weddings in 2007, the Humanist Assoc-
iation of Ireland said. End-of-life
ceremonies are now running at 10 times
what they were in 2007.

Professor David McConnell,
President of _the Humanist ASS(_)Ciation Apples And Eggs
of Ireland, said up to 100,000 will have

with over 300 births to mums aged 40 or
over every month.

Three-quarters of all babies born in
the first quarter were to Irish mothers.
And some 72% of babies born in the
period were the mother's first or second
child, with just 18% having their third
child, and less than one in 10 born to
larger families with four or more
children.

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown mothers Pasis.

Commenting on the findings, ICMSA

President John Comer said the idea that
a man or woman can marry into a farm

Countrywide, there are now very few and then walk away with half the land in
teenage mothers, with only 100 born to the case of a divorce fills farming fami-
mothers under 20 each month, comparedi€s "With horror”.

"In a situation where it has taken
generations of back-breaking hard work
to assemble a viable farm, it's very easy
to understand a situation where the farm
family wants to safeguard the farm that
their forefathers spent their lives
working on and improving," he said.
(Irish Examiner 6.10.2014)

In a Dublin court, in June 1972, in

the course of an action for criminal
x conversation (by which a man could sue

his wife's lover for damages), Mr. Justice

Butler declared;In this country a wife
"Apple corporation has confirmed IS regarded as a chattel, just as a thor-

attended humanist events by year's end. that a controversial, scheme allowing oughbred mare or cow"

(Irish Examiner 13.10.2014) U.S. workers to freeze their eggs to

" delay pregnancy is not available to its
Cork workers." Evening EchpCork,
Population 18.10.2014).

Deaths are falling faster than births i
this year, meaning the population is
continuing to rise.

Some 16,502 babies were born in the
second quarter of 2014, which was around
600, or 3.5%, fewer than the same time
last year, new Central Statistics Office
figures show (16.12.2014).

However some 7,197 people died in
the period April to June 2014, which
was 445 fewer than the same time last
year, meaning deaths fell by 6%. later it was beheaded, and the head taken

With over twice as many births as  away" (Wolfe Tone Annuall950).
deaths, the natural increase in population s

Fate Of King Billy!

"Strange how history repeats itself.
King Billy's statue in College Green,
Dublin, was blown up in 1836 (when
Ireland was supposed to be 'prostrate’)
and had to be slowly and carefully put
together again, after which Daniel
O'Connell, to prove his loyalty to
England, had the whole statue bronzed
and made like new. A hundred years

* * *

Bradlaugh:

"I was there on a November day. |
was one of a troop to protect the law
officers, who had come from the agent
in Dublin to make an eviction a few
miles from Inniscarra, where the river
Bride joins the Lee.

It was a miserable day... and the
men beat down wretched dwelling after
wretched dwelling , some thirty or forty
perhaps. They did not take much beating
down; there was no flooring to take up;
the walls were more mud than aught
else; and there was but little trouble in
the levelling of them to the ground.

We had got our work about three
parts done, when out of one of them a



women ran, and flung herself on the Kieran Conway:

ground, wet as it was, before the Captain
of the troop, and she asked that her
house might be spared—not for long,
but for a little while. She said her
husband had been born in it; he was ill
of the fever, but could not live long,
and she asked that he might be permitted
to die in it in peace.

Our Captain had no power; the law
agent from Dublin wanted to get back
to Dublin, his time was of importance
and he would not wait; and that man
was carried out while we were there—
in front of us—carried out on a wretched
thing, you could not call it a bed, and
he died there while we were there...

Three nights afterwards, while | was
sentry on the front gate at Ballincollig
Barracks in County Cork, we heard a
cry, and when the guard was turned
out, we found this poor woman there :
a raving maniac, with one dead babe in
one arm, and another in the other arm
clinging to the cold nipple of her lifeless
breast.

If you had been brothers to such a
woman, sons of such a woman, father
of such a woman, would not rebellion
have seemed the holiest gospel you
could hear preached?"

Charles Bradlaugh, aged 18, served
with the Seventh Dragoon Guards in
Ireland. In 1880 he was elected M.P. for

And | could list the thrilling tramp
Of armed men,

Echoed from serried camp to camp
In dell and glen.

"Through my girlfriend | met people
who were Labour Party or Official sup-
porters [Democratic Left], people who
had not the slightest respect for where |
had been and were at best inclined to And if the emblazoned bannerets,
view me as an unfortunate dupe who Of Freedom shone
had taken revolutionary rhetoric too Above the snowy minarets
seriously. | had extraordinary encount- ~ Of Slievenamon.
ers with men my own age who told me
they had joined the Officials to gain
political experience, or because a future
in the unions or the media was more
assured than if they had joined Labour.
| listened to such sentiments in disbelief, ) )
first that anyone could hold them, and Canon Patrick Augustine Sheehan
secondly that they were unashamed to(1852-1913), from the 1938/olfe Tone
declare them. It seemed incredible that Annual published by Brian O'Higgins,
this world of role-playing could exist, which that year was dedicated to The
while 60 miles up the road people were Fenians.)
being shot and blown to pieces. T

I'd catch one gasp of fading breath
From Time's grim claw,

And send along the gulfs of death
One wild Hurrah!

Provisionals were condemned out pf Brendan Clifford
hand while every two-bit Third Worl

liberation struggle was lauded,

matter its methods, in an ongoi AGAINST ULSTER
parody of college politics. The inci NATIONALISM:

dence of adultery within this circle al
shocked and appalled me, and was

ne SOME CLARIFICATION
more indication of the moral swamp v Stephen Richards, in his obituary on
which middle-class Dublin was sunk+ paisiey in the last issue, made a puzzling

though it was the mendacity rather than . vant on a pamphlet | published fort
the sex that outraged meSduthside years ago: pamp P Y

Provisional : From Freedom Fighte
to the Four Courts Kieran Conway,
Orpen Press, 2014).

"l was bowled over by Against Ulster
Nationalism. | had never come across

Northampton; a professed atheist, repub-+
lican and freethinker, he claimed the
right to affirm his allegiance instead of
taking the oath in the House of Com-
mons, a stand which led to his being
thrice re-elected before he was finally to
take his seat, in 1886. He died in 1891.

*

* *

The Devil's Bark
The bark of the cinchona tree—the
origin of quinine, and an effective means

to control fevers—was introduced to And nothing stirs the withered leaf,
England in the 1650s. Because it had Wrinkled and sear;

been brought from South America to | Smile not, and the keenest grief
Declines a tear.

Europe by Spanish missionaries, it was

known as Jesuits' bark, and the ardently 'y gead, but for the fluttering breath

_ : : My marble smiles
use it on the grounds of its Catholic Down the long lines of conquering dea
In twilight aisles.

Protestant Oliver Cromwell refused to

associations, referring to it as 'the Devil's
bark'. As a result, Cromwell suffered
badly from the malaria he had contracted
in his native fenlands of eastern England.
(History without the Boring Bitslan

Crofton, Quercus, 2007). ”

From Freedom's flags

_ Borne in the wild, tempestuous dash
Oliver St. John Gogarty remarked  That downward drags.

Gogarty

on a fellow surgeon who was convicted
of Criminal Conversatian"never did a

lose so much with his fork". If

*kkkkkkkkkhkkkkk
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I'm growing old, my hair is white,
My pulse is dull,

I know no more the fierce delight
Of life, when full

The frail bark of my life sweeps on
To that dark sea

Whence murmurs the dread monotone|
Eternity!

And yet, dear God! if the glad day
Should dawn for me

When | should catch the first faint ray
Of liberty.

The Hell-rag, black with blood—the thirs
man gain so much with his knife and Of Britain's hosts—

That drowns their boasts.

anything like it. It was funny, exotic,
arrogant, unapologetic. The sinister
doings of Irish Nationalists were the
subjects not of fear or suspicion but of
mockery. In my third year at Cam-
bridge | used to burble away to people
about it, and one of them, after reading
it, remarked sagely to m&'est magni-
figue, mais ce n'est pas la guerre"

The Old Fenian

| take it that the meaning of that
piece of French that it wouldn't get met
anywhere in politics, journalism or
academia.

| was never at Cambridge. | was at

Oxford once. In the early seventies |

seconded Brian Faulkner against John

Hume in a debate at the Oxford Students
f Union. | suppose this was arranged by
Lord Bew. (But his Lordship was at
Cambridge, so it might have been Cam-
bridge. It was one of them anyway, and
| was never at the other.)

As soon as | saw the tiers of stuffed
shorts, | knew | had no business there.
It was not a situation in which communi-
cation could occur about the facts of the
Northern Ireland matter. The audience
was the next generation of what remain-
ed of the ruling class. It wanted to be
entertained. The entertainer, if he aspired
to be part of the system, might attract
some attention, some patronage, to help

9

thwart mine eyes the light did flash

—

once mine ears could hear the burs
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him along in British politics or media. | Ulster is sovereign.) leadership could there be in a community
had no business there. So | played the Paisley represented something that made &upreme sacrificedf itself

fool for a few minutes, got an ovation, beyond constitutional illusions, and in 1920 to facilitate the Empire in the
and had nothing more to do with Irish throughout all the twists and turns of game it was playing against Sinn Fein,
politics as English entertainment—or as events he remained representative of it.and agreed to semi-detachment from

Irish entertainment either.

Against Ulster Nationalisris a dry

list of facts stated bluntly. The facts|t
states, with regard to the central matfer
it deals with, have never been disputed

as far as | know.
Of course Rory Bremner had

comedy programme on television at the

time of the invasion of Iraq, and t

most hilarious thing on it was a factupl

account of the history of the Britis

handling of the Middle East since tHe

time the Empire conquered it.
serious programmes carried nothing
propaganda fiction, so the audience rol

over in the aisles in response to Bremngr's

factual satire.

I"m sure | did nothing of the kind.

The pamphlet went through a numb

of editions and became a small book
assumed it was readable in North
Ireland because it related so directly
the situation that was being experienc
Its purpose was to counter the atte
of the Government to sectarianise
War by describing it. Merlyn Re
wanted"Ulsterisation". He wanted

The Twomey's, entitled Synod Feeds Secular Agenda, Hostile To The Traditional

But Bremner at leapt
indicated that the audience should takk a
recital of historical facts to be funny.

Eltr N Synod, and submitted a version of the article below but the Irish Times

And, if he led by'mesmerictinfluence  Britain—detachment from British poli-
on a population saturated by the culturetics, and subjection to the anti-political
of the 1859 Revival, what other kind of influence of literalist Scripturalism.

D. Vincent Twomey SVD

The following article was rejected for publication by the Irish Times.
It refers to a preparatory Synod held in Rome in October 2014. In the
weeks leading up to that Synod, Francis married 20 cohabiting couples,
signalling his wish for a more pastoral approach to prevail. The self-
styled “paper of record” was happy to publish an earlier article of Fr.

ut Family (18.10.14), written after the first phase of the Synod and criticising

EY the way the Pope denied public expression to majority episcopal views
and appointed his own representatives to prepare reports, rather than
allowing the elected moderators to do this. In response to that article,
Archbishop Martin denied that the Pope “sowed seeds of confusion” and
criticised those who "fail to see how Pope Francis shows that his concern for

people who suffer is far from being a sign of dogmatic relativism, but rather is a

er sign of pastoral patience” (see Irish Catholic 6.11.14). Fr. Twomey revised his
| views in the light of a report produced after the second phase of the

-

b
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e A Tale of Two Synods

Last Saturday, the synod closed with devoted same-sex relations. The one

rejected that article for “reasons of space”!

communal war of Catholics and Prote$t- the voting on the final report and with a paragraph that did mention the topic
ants over which Whitehall could postufe final address by the Pope, which wasrejected discrimination, as could be
as a benevolent arbitrator. My pamphjet greeted with a prolonged standing expected, and rightly called for sensit-

had some effect in preventing this.
it was chiefly developments within t
Provo leadership that prevented it.

| don't, on the spur of the momert,

t ovation. The week of high drama endedivity in dealing with persons in such
with a great sigh of relief: schism, which relationships, but it also reiterated Church
seemed imminent, had been avoided. teaching on the matter, including the
rejection of any attempt to equate same-

On most issues, a near unanimity sex unions even remotely with marriage.

recall much about the detail of Paisley's had been established. The final report,

1977 Strike. William Craig's pre-197
Vanguard Strikes were fascist in int

with the exception of three paragraphs  What the media ignored was para-
t out of 62, had been approved by angraph 56, which was approved by an

and it was advisable to keep out of the overwhelming majority. The report is overwhelming majority. It rejected, in

way of the Tartan Gangs. That was
only time when | took care of where
went in central Belfast.
guardism subsided Craig was a sp
force, though he ticked over electora
for a while.

Craig was a Stormont Constitutior-

alist in political origin, as far as | recal
He belonged to the lawyers' group whi
held that Stormont had acquired a deg
of sovereign status through the preced
of Westminster inaction towards

during two generations after 1921. H
lost his bearings on the tricky Britis
Constitution, took a stand on an illusio
and was lost. (Higlster A Natiormeant

When Var

ean impressive document, considering effect, the attempt to intimidate Church
| that is was the product not just of one pastors with regard to this question, as
- but of several committees. Even more well as taking international organisations
pntimpressive was the closing message fromto task for linking aid to poor countries
y the Synod fathers to families, which is with legislation for so-called "marriage”
almost poetic at times. It is Franciscan of people of the same sex.

in tone. Both it and the main content of

the final report were almost totally .
o ) taki
[ ignored by the media.

In a sense, there were two Synods
ng place over the past week, one
inside the Synod Hall and the other in the

ee Instead, the secular media highlight- media. And the media, whether secular
lgnted the three paragraphs that did notor Catholic, cannot be entirely blamed
t achieve the required two thirds majority: for this. They had to interpret the
e in particular, the one dealing with same- selectively leaked information from what
h sex relations (number 55). Some mediashould have been an open synod—and
h, coverage gave the impression that thenaturally each side chose whatever fitted
Extraordinary Synod was primarily their own particular agenda or concern.




Catholicism and sex is a heady mixture discord.” But it was. vociferously, defend the Church's highly
that fascinates the western media. contentious moral teaching and so he
The well-meaning campaign by uses every opportunity to exercise frater-
Media coverage can be like a hall of Cardinal Walter Kasper, backed by mostnal correction towards them, as he did
distorting mirrors. The distorted images (but certainly not all) German and Italian in his concluding Address to the Synod.
of the Synod deliberations fed into the bishops, to promote his own novel pro- He also seems to be aware of the
public's expectations and/or fears. Theyposal to grant (some) remarried divor- tendency among priests and bishops
fuelled the initial confusion caused by cees admission to the sacraments wasvho, out of sympathy for hard cases,
the way the first week of the Synod was the cause of that confusion and discord.reject the recent Papal Magesterium. In
manipulated by those who were convinc- The Cardinal claimed that he had Popethe same concluding Address, Pope
ed that they were acting according to Francis's backing. That campaign andFrancis warned them oftthe tempt-
the mind of Pope Francis. Inside the the media coverage it received, parti- ation to come down off the Cross, to
Synod, things were, by all accounts, quite cularly by more so-calletprogressive”  please the people, and not stay there
different. Catholics, caused acute distress to thosgon the Cross}, in order to fulfil the will
others, who, at no little personal cost, of the Father; and he further warns
The actual situation was summed uptry to remain true to th&lagisterium  them about the tendentto bow down
by the Pope in his closing address. TheThey feel that they are ones who areto a worldly spirit instead of purifying it
Synod was an exercise in real collegiality marginalised in the Church. One priest and bending it to the Spirit of Gad"
and rare frankness. He referred to theconfided to me that his faith has been
ups and downs, the tensions andseverely tested over the past 18 months. The special Petrine mission of the
excitement of a sometimes very heatedHe was not alone. present Holy Father could be summed
debate between committed pastors, albeit up in Jesus' High Priestly Prayé&The
coming from different perspectives, Yet there must be some truth to all may be one(Jn 17:21). And that is
some radically different. It was a battle Cardinal Kasper's assertion. And | think the purpose of the whole process of this
of the titans. Some of the drama leakedit is to be found in the Holy Father's unique Synod of Bishops extending over
out and made the headlines. The finalintense desire to embrace the sinner aswelve month, which, paradoxically,
report came as a real surprise. It is not aChrist did. His whole pontificate mani- thanks to the media, has now involved
great literary masterpiece, but it is a fests that love. It is the love of the the whole Church in a way that can only
document rooted in good theology and anxious father waiting for the Prodigal be dramatic and risky. But it is a risk
sensitive to the myriad problems that Son to return to his loving embrace. that is worth taking.
beset marriage, the family, children, and Many who went astray, and who for
single people today. years felt lost and abandoned by the
Church, or many outside the Church,
Pope Francis concluded his addresswho (falsely but understandably) Fr. Twomey is Editor of he Wordpub-
by quoting his immediate predecessorperceived her moral teaching as rigorous, lished by the Divine Word Missionaries.
extensively. The supreme rule of conducthave come back to receive forgiveness
for all the ministers of God is, Benedict and absolution in Confession. Consider-
XVI wrote, ing this alone, the price those who have
"an unconditional love, like that of tried to remain true to the Magisterium
the Good Shepherd, full of joy, given Of the recent Popes have had to pay{in
to all, attentive to those close to us and {€rms of being marginalised within th
solicitous for those who are distant {...}, Church, has been worth it.
gentle towards the weakest, the little
ones, the simple, the sinners, to manifest  The final report quotes from th
the infinite mercy of God with the Magisterium of St John Paul Il an
reassuring words of hope {quoting St Benedict XVI. It also more faithful t
Augustine}." Humanae Vita¢han the mid-term report When Rush Limbaugh accused the
At the beatification last Sunday, Frandjs Pope of having social views that ge
"is not the supreme lord, but rather praised Paul Vi's courage. He sal :Fgglrigdl'vl'zzlt)ﬁ:Tdeor;%ngflcrl\]/lalzr;?;?llsS
the supreme servant the servant of thec\gv:reanggsulsoé;?i;zingrfﬁitspct’ﬁgiég S wrong. But | have met many Marxistsfin
' my life who are good people, so | dofp't

servants of God; the guarantor of the | b in the si
obedience and the conformity of the 2POStI€, We cannot but say in the Signtfee| offended." Criticising the ‘trickle-

Church to the will of God, to the Gospel Of G0d @word as simple as itis heartfdlt down' theory of economics, he added
of Christ, and to the Tradition of the @nd important: thanks!"And then he

Church, putting aside every personal €xclaimed, as the faithful applaudegi:
whim, despite being by the will of Christ "Thank you, our dear and beloved Poge
Himself the supreme Pastor and TeacherPaul VI! Thank you for your humblg
of all the faithful {...} and despite and prophetic witness of love for Chri

Report

Social Policy Of Pope Francis

The Pope, in Francis's own words,

"There was the promise that onfe
the glass had become full it would
overflow and the poor would benefi.
But what happens is that when it's fiill
to the brim, the glass magically grows,

—

enjoying supreme, full, immediate, and and his Church!"That was the only and thus nothing ever comes out for fhe
universal ordinary power in the Church reference téiumanae Vitagbut, oblique poor ... | repeat: | did not talk as |a
{quoting Canon Law}. though it was, it was hugely significanf.  specialist but according to the socfal

doctrine of the church. And this dogs
not mean being a Marxist."

And then he added the most telling Pope Francis, it seems, is aware fof
sentence of all’And this should never the tendency to self-righteousness a|;d
be seen as a source of confusion andrigorism in those who, at times all to
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The Augustus Debate

Readers are invited to contribute to the discussion on Augustus And The Imperial Over-Achieyer
the editorial in the last issue of Church & State

usually of things weaving themselves

StePhen Richards around things but into and through

A Reply to the Editorial, things. | think Brendan implies that

Augustus And The Imperial Over-Achievers Christianity was a parasite on the

(Church & State 118) Empire, a cuckoo in the nest. But that is

historically not sustainable. However

Some GOlden AppleS receptive many of the inhabitants of the

, . Empire might have been to the message
The apples I'm thinking of here aren't knowable, then it's hardly worth saying. of tf?e Cros% the powers that be (to who?n

of the Yeatsian variety, but the ones that  "Without the Roman Empire" is in aul urged submission in Romans 13)
distracted Atalanta, the Sonia O'Sullivanany case an ambiguous phrase. It couId(F:ertainly were not, at least not by the
of the ancient world. You'll remember mean "without the Roman Empire being time they had reaiised it wasn't just a
that, if you could beat her in a straight there" or it could mean "without the strange flash in the pan. The apostles
race you would get to marry her, but the prestige that the Roman Empire being were a bit like Richard Hannay fFhe
price of failure was instant execution, lent to it". Of course it's significant that Thirty Nine Stepsfleeing one kind of
which concentrated the minds of her Christianity happened in the Roman persecution, the Jewish, only to find
admirers. The successful candidate'sEmpire, but far less significant than to themselves ,vvithin agene’ration exposed
strategy involved these golden apples,say it happened in the world, which isthe,[o a State-directed persecution, from
possibly supplied by Aphrodite, and big significant thing. And the genesis of which there was no escape, a l;)it like
every so often when Atalanta was streak-that happening was the Jesus CommunityChristians in North Korea ,or some
ing ahead (probably streaking in everywhich became the Christian Church Muslim states today. As soon as the
sense of the term!) he would throw one It had originated among the Jews, Roman authorities realised that they were
of the apples across her path and shevho were the prepared people. The tWOdeaIing not with a Jewish sect but with a
couldn't forbear but to chase it down, thousand years of Augustus are Iessradical new thing, they set their faces
magpie-like, and grab it for herself. important than the two thousand yearsagainst it The Cr;ristians were atheists
So, | feel a bit like Atalanta, when- from Abraham to the birth of Jesus. The who committed the cardinal sin against
ever | come across the sparkling aphor-Jewish development being what it Was, 4o state of refusing to burn incense to
isms of Brendan Clifford, who | think it would have been providentially per- Caesar as a god. They could have been
must have been the editorialist2000 verse if the Christian faith had sprung forgiven some of the other things.
Years of Augustuslis sentences sparkle up in one of the other great civilisations
and shine irresistibly, and | feel the needof that time, the Indian or Chinese. The
to chase them down and corral them, butpreaching of the apostles centred on the Ch_riSt Triumphant
the aim is to hold them up as fools' gold. fact that Jesus had come as the fulfilment SO, this led to 250 years of
I'm intrigued above all by his descrip- of Old Testament promises and prophe-Persecution, which came in different
tion of pre-Constantinian Christianity as cies. This historical grounding was the Waves, of varying intensity, alternating
"a formless welter of thingsSometimes ~ key feature, and, it just so happened thatvith intervals of relative calm, but with
when | look at my life it appears to me the happening happened when Palestinéhristians at no stage being allowed to
like a formless welter of things, and | was the province of an Empire at the Settle down as regular citizens. 250 years
now find the same wonderful phrase very peak of its power and stability, and i @ long time. Even the Penal Laws
coming unbidden to me when I'm rum- with Greek as théingua francaof the ~ Were more or less burned put within 70
maging around in our hot press looking eastern Mediterranean, and prettyyears, and the persecution was less
for socks. If you're trying to picture a familiar to the people of Italy as well. violent; whereas the SOV|et_ system was
formless welter of things, | say to myself, As the Marxists used to say, it was no also a 70-year-long Babylonian captivity.

look no further. accident. It wasn't that Christianity was ~ Why did the gods of Greece and
somehow parasitic on the Empire, but Rome become inadequate? Brendan
An Outshoot Of Empire? that the apostles and their successorsioesn't tell us. Confusingly, he also

"What Christianity might have been Were able to benefit fro_m thpax  argues that the human impulses that lay
without the Roman Empire is altogether Romanaand the comparative ease of behind the classical pantheon were also
unknowable."Indeed, but, as Brendan communications. If for example the provided for by Christianity as it
often says, these parallel universes just©Sus phenomenon had happened whedeveloped. If these gods had grown stale
aren't available to us. We could spendthe Eastern Mediterranean was in theand lost their power (see Milto@n the
our whole lives speculating about (N70€S Of the Athens-Sparta War, Moming ofChrist's Nativity, how was
circumstances that didn't apply and so'Umanly speaking it might have beenit that they were also the product of

stillborn. Does Brendan not think that robust and natural human impulses, later

didn't have any consequences. WhyG d miaht d Py ST X
Christianity in a non-existent context is —oC Mdnt US€ secondary causes: expressed through Christianity? Did the

more unknowable than anything else in  "{Christianity} wove itself around the Roman Empire renew itself by adOP“”IQ
a non-existent context is a matter of Empire from its earliest stagel'm not ~ the Christian re_Ilg!on’_? Gibbon didn't
mystery to me. If it's no more un- sure what that means. We don't think think so. Julian didn't think so. Diocletian



and Co. no doubt were convinced thatso presumably he too saw these pre-early Church, who wanted to suppress
the moral and spiritual health of the dictions as being authentic, though, asthe Old Testament, and much of the New
Empire depended on them being able tol've never read anything by Schweitzer, Testament except for the Pauline letters,
crush the subversive Christians. Augus-I can't be sure). As I've pointed out but was condemned as a heretic.
tine in City of Godspends a lot of time before, John Robinson Bibnestto God  Incidentally, the canon was fixed long
trying to refute those who are claiming, not exactly a fire-breathing fundament- before Constantine came along. And, if
quite plausibly, that the fact that the alist, dated all four Gospels prior to AD Paul and the anti-Jewish faction were
Empire was on its last legs was down to 70, probably causing more of a fluttering determined to suppress the Jewish part
the Christians. in the academic Anglican dovecotes thanof the Christian faith, they didn't do a
What does renewal mean here?his popular version of Tillich had done. very good job of it. So it was that 1850
Spiritual renewal? Yes, | think so, but years later the young Lloyd George knew
that's not usually what Empires are all about the Kings of Israel and Judah (a
looking for. And how did the Roman bit like, somewhat more improbably,
Empire stabilise the Christian faith? Of Bertie Wooster iRight Ho, Jeevgsand
course | accept that the patronage o not much about the Kings of England.

Constantine meant that Christianity was . . -
no longer on the fringes of the Establish- As for Paul, he worshipped in the His _efforts as a Roman to fuppress
ment but began to take over and thenTem.p.Ie and doesn't seem ever to havehe Christian cult in I_D_alesu_ne Yes,
become the Establishment. That was anp“C'tly preacheq againstit, thpugh one Paul was a Roman cmzen_, in the same
very dangerous place to be, and if Christ-COUId,argl,J? that !ts supersession was away that Gerry Adams_ is a British
janity hadn't had its own independent Igast implicit in his theology._ln one of citizen. In fact A_d_ams is a Iot_ more
source of energy and expansion within his last letters he states_ to Tlmothy.thatculturally and politically British in his
itself, or within the Holy Spirit (which it "€ Served the God of his fathers with aoutlook than Paul was Roman. West
had amply demonstrated during the threeClear conscience. Qn more than oneBe_Ifast 's a British sort oflplacez unlike
centuries when the civil authorities were 9¢¢2s10n he states in pu_bI|c argument_SIla_bh Luacrg. It _Paul S attitudes,
against it) that kind of worldly prestige that he.ls, not was, a Phar!see, the son o[mb_lbed_ from his family, were culturally
could have been fatal to it. a Pharisee, Who was bgmg called outantithetical _tc_> the Greel_< influence, the
| disagree with the assertion that the becagsg of h'S. commitment to t.he Roman political Estabhshment would
Emperors called the shots at the (pharisaic) doctrine of the resurrecu.on hf':lve meant even _Iess to him. Some of
Ecumenical Councils. Constantine was of the body. Th"’?t was not a teachmg his family had obviously _deserved well
a bewildered semi-layman at Nicaea ar]dfound commonl_y in the Roman Empwg. of the En_1_p|re at one time and been
just wanted them all to agree on some—lt had no echo in Greek thought. And it gran.ted _C|fc|zens_h|p, but Paul maFje use
thing. Which are the Councils Brendan was d|§puted among the Jews' too, butqf this privilege just enough to claim his
is referring to? | believe the Empress mamtame_d by 'ghe purist Pharlseeg. If rights (for example not to be flogged,
Irene played some part in the final anti- yc_)u're trying to integrate your teaching though h_e was roggedl by the. Jews,
iconoclast decision of Nicaea Il in 787 with what would b? acceptable to a possibly |I_IegaIIy, from time to time).
but she could hardly have achieved thisCUltured, Paga.n audience you wouldp'tThe flogging story shows a sense of
on her own without there being a huge em_pha5|se an intellectually emparra55|nghumoqr maybia, or at least a fmt_a sense
popular and theological reaction againstb(.a“ef such as that. Paul was listened toof “.”.“”9- He's stretched out in the
the iconoclasts. Arcadius and EudoxiaW'th interest in Athens until he start(_ad posmon to bg fllogged when _he
didn't really manage to have the Iasttalklng aboujtJe;us and the Resurrecgomnnocently enquwesfby.t.he w?y, is it
laugh over St. John Chrysostom: he hagMost of his Ilstepers found th|.s legal to flog a Roman citizen?
the (posthumous) last laugh, like Thomasnonsensmal. Luke faithfully repords this. Paul was an educated man, whether
Becket. Elsewhere Paul says that he is a Hebrgvﬁt the University of Tarsus nobody knows,
Brendan does concede the indepen-Of .the Hebrews. JG Machen in his but thg New TgstamentGr_eek peop]e say
dent "cultural content”"of Christianity Origin of Paul's Religionlemolishes the  that his Gregk Is replete with Hgbra|sms,
which had built up and wasn't malleable late 19th century Qerman theory. that compared with the almost classical Greek
to Emperors but doesn't explain what Paul was a Hellgn!st. Paul specifically of thfa Letter to the Hebrews. He was
this consisted of. In fact he also says it was not a Hellenlstlc Jew. certalnly aware ofG_reek culture, but apart
was a formless welter of things. Take The earliest foI]oyver; of Jesus were from his citizenship he O.WGd noth|.ng
your choice! If you read Pliny’s letters all Jews, and.the distinction was bgtweencultural!y t_o Rome. As fo_r his persecution
to Trajan you don't get the impression the He.IIenlstlc Jews (referred to in the of Chrlstl_ans emanating from. some
of a group of people who were making Authorised Version gléthe GreC|an§)'_ Roman orlentat_lon . . . well, I give up.
it up as they went along. and the more traditional Palestinian _He was determlned to preach.the Gospel
Jews. The former would have had muchin Rome as it was the capital of the
St. Paul Re-Imagined more cultural exposure to the Graeco-Empire! He had previously believed,
Paul "emphasised the fact that he Roman society around them and to someeasonably enough, that he was
was a Roman citizen, not a Jewish drop-extent would have adapted, at leastpersecuting a crowd of blasphemers, just
out". He freed the nascent religithom  linguistically. Paul, contrariwise, would as the Muslim zealots in Pakistan believe
the Temple and from circumcision”  probably have spoken Hebrew or Aram- when they persecute Christians or aberrant
think the Roman armies had somethingaic in the home. He was aware of Pagarother Muslims. His Roman citizenship
to do with the end of the Temple, exactly thought but just enough to despise it. had nothing to do with that.
forty years after its downfall had been His letters to Gentile Churches are full Paul, it is true, made it a plank of his
predicted by Jesus. (Schweitzer's chiefof Old Testament references. evangelism that you didn't have to be-
idea of Jesus was as an end time prophet, Marcion was the anti-Hebraist of the come a Jew before you could become a
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The main New Testament writer who
has a carefully worked out theology
involving the demise of the Temple
f(while it was probably still going) was
the author oHebrews
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Christian. But he circumcised Timothy for things, things that nobody could possibly the Catholic Church. But from the time
pragmatic reasons, and exhorted circum-have invented. And who goes to a deathof the sixth centuryfilioque dispute
cised believers not to make themselvesthat no hagiographer would ever have onwards there was a tension between
uncircumcised (apparently medically invented for him? Why would his West and East, that finally came to a
possible, maybe like a reverse vasectomy!)followers have endangered and event-head in 1054. The Easterners thought of
to make themselves acceptable to pagansually lost their lives over the head of themselves as the Catholic Church, as
Gentile believers were urged not to offend something they didn't just suspect, butdid those in the West. The Bishop of
Jewish sensibilities, even if the Gentiles actually knew, was a cock and bull story? Rome wasn't a dominant figure even in
were, so to speak, right. They went to their deaths as witnessesthe West for a few hundred years, maybe
of a resurrected Jesus they had in fachot till the time of Leo the Great. In the
not seen and were lying about! East, even before the split, the Western-
ers were looked upon as being theo-
logically a bit unsophisticated and were

Hard Promises To Keep

There was a huge number of Jews in
the Roman Empire. Judaism wasn'treally How did the Pauline Christianity
a cult religion. It was a mainstream "adapt itself to the needs of the Roman . . .
religion which had protected status of a Empire?"By providing gory entertain- not heaV|I_y represented at Nicaea in 325
- o : ) ; AD and indeed at some of the later
limited kind in the Empire You can find ment in the arena perhaps? How exaCtlyEcumenicaI Councils
this in the Psalms and in Isaiah, even indid it combine with elements of Mithra- '
Genesis 12'In thee shall all nations of ism? It's interesting that one of the most  If | could return to the'formless
the earth be blessedt'claimed to be a remarkable Churches in Rome, Sanwelter of thingsit would be a bold
universal religion, a claim that looks Clemente, with the tomb of a Donegal man who would accuse Irenaeus,
plausible when we consider the sheerman, John Boyle, in the crypt, is built Ignatius, Tertullian, Origen and the early
variety of ethnic groups present in Acts over an older Mithraic temple, but the Christian martyrs as being apologists for
2 for the Feast of Pentecost. There werefourth century inscriptions there are a formless welter of things. Tertullian
Jews of course scattered widely throughwholly Christian. It was fashionable was quite clear that Marcion for example,
the Roman Empire but also many God-during the heyday of theological the anti-Old Testament Hellenist was a
fearers who attended synagogues all ovetiberalism for scholars, with an agenda heretic, while it was later concluded that
the place but didn't want to take the stepof their own, to claim that early the hero of orthodox apologetic,
of circumcision to become full converts. Christianity in the Empire was parasitic Tertullian himself, later fell into heresy
There was the further problem that, evenon Mithraic beliefs and practices; and among and beyond the Montanists.
if you were prepared to be circumcised, for this there was some support from the Origen for all his brilliance was also
the multitude of Jewish dietary laws leading Belgian archaeologist Franz condemned for heresy. It might be more
would make it difficult for you to live a Cumont. However, as | learn from the plausible to say that that thgost-
normal life among your family. Yet Jesus June 2013 issue dfatholic Answers Constantinian Church was in danger of
says that the Pharisees will cross landmost of these supposed identificationsbecoming a formless welter of things.
and sea to try to make one convert. Theyare now seen as spurious. The pre-Constantinians knew very much
did want converts and were not going to what and why they believed. They had
insist on ethnic purity. They had a lot of to, for it was life and death.
goodwill among the Gentiles if not many
complete converts. They did proclaim
that their God was for everyone. This
message is all through the Old
Testament, not hard to find.

The relationship of the Jesus move-
ment to Greek philosophy from Justin
Martyr onward, maybe from Paul on-
wards, is too big and complex a subject
for me to attempt to address here. My
own very basic understanding is that the
Gnostics of the second century onwards
were largely inspired by Greek philo-

The Baptism Of The Classics

| can't understand the reference to
Virgil being "pagan to the bone'ln the
pre-Christian era I'm not sure what else
he could have been. What is the defini-
tion of pagan here, and why was he

sophical ideas, and they, like the neo-
i . ; more markedly pagan than anybody
Platonists were really diametrically o
else? If Virgil was to some extent

opposed .to the Christians, as was thebaptised by the mediaevals I think that's
great philosopher/emperor, Marcus rather nice, and it didn't just happen

one born out of due time. Yes, he saidAure“us' The teaching of the resur- accidentally. They saw something of

he was the least of the apostles, notrectlon of the body anetgothe import- Christian fortitude and restraint in his
. ance of matter was anathema to the
worthy to be called one, but still an

L Greek way of thought. That isn't to say verse. He was quite some man to be
apostle, because commissioned by Jesu

2 . , . able thus to bridge the gulf from pagan
Brendan keeps quoting Schweitzer as ifthat Christian tgachmg wasn't at t.|mes civilised Rome to Christian maybe not
affected, even infected by Greek ideas

excathedra I'm not at all sure that the ; so civilised Western Europe and into
! : that were alien to the New Testament, ; . .
guoting of Schweitzer closes down the . ) . ’the Renaissance Protestant Universities
L ._and that even giants like Augustine . . .
argument about the historical Jesus. Imweren't over-influenced as well, ending up in the public schools
sorry that Schweitzer had that frustrating ' and the grammar schools. Of course
experience, but really there's a lot more Pre= And Post Constantinians there's a famous passagé@ e Eclogues
we know about Jesus, about how he went "It was as the religion of the Empire, that's supposed to be a prophecy of the
about his life and relationships, than we Roman Catholicism, that Christianity coming of Christ, thus making Virgil a
know about Julius Caesar of Augustusmade an impact on the affairs of the kind of proto-evangelist.
Caesar, or Queen Elizabeth I. world". | would say there was no such Cicero and Virgil are the two great
The Gospels do give the pungentthing as Roman Catholicism till much Roman men of letters who made that
flavour of a real man who says and doeslater, maybe the time of the Lateran transition. | think the mediaevals also
the most extraordinary and unexpectedCouncil in 1215. Up to then it was just baptised the Silver Age poet Statius for

History, Cults, And Philosophy
When did Paul sayhe had never
met Jesu®' The whole basis of his claim
to apostleship was that he hagbt him,
on the road to Damascus! Latterly, as of



some reason. I'm still annoyed at the lackThe Anglican settlement wasn't too much historical claims of the Gospel and
of emphasis on Latin (and the absence ofdifferent from that in several of the especially by the fulfilment of prophecy;
Greek) in my schooldays at Ballymena German states, undeuius regio, eius and, secondly, | find that the New
Academy. | studied it up to 18 and read areligio. The Church of England was (and Testament view of human nature is true
fair amount of Virgil, Caesar, Livy, Pliny to some extent still is) a real Church, notto what | understand of myself and to
and Cicero, plus various bits of Horace, @ potemkin construct from the 16th what | see of human nature both in my
Ovid, Catullus, and, my favourite of the century. There was a massive Anglicanday to day experience and in the big
poets, Tibullus. The average schoolboyrevival in the 18th century, to such an world of war and politics outside my
of a hundred years ago would have extent that the Church couldn't contain immediate experience. It makes sense
mocked my paltry achievements. But it it, but plenty of those affected by the of things otherwise inexplicable. So, the
gave me a great sense of satisfaction tdRevival, such as (John) Newton, Venn, faith is, in brief, historically credible
know that | was, however feebly, in a and Simeon, stayed. They were notand consonant with experience, leaving
great European tradition, a sort of exactly Vicar of Bray types. I'm very totally to the one side the whole united
common stream; and even to think thatOPen to harsh analysis of the flaws of testimony of the saints. As Brendan used
inky fingered schoolboys for generations the religious settlement in England and o acknowledge (sedgainst Ulster
had puzzled over the same passages. (in€ subsequent Anglican decline and fall, Nationalisn), there is a sort of M1 of
get the same feeling when I'm trying to Put | do object to this tendency 1o the fajth. Certainly there are a lot of
play Irish fiddle tunes, that these tunes deémonise the English State as beingyeird and wonderful marginal figures
are well worn by generations of left hands SOmMe sort of monstrosity with a fake nat can be exhibited in the pageant, but
that have been making the same shape§hurch attached, a bit like the Beastandis yo, had Athanasius, Augustine,

as I'm trying to make.) the Fa!sel Prophet in the Book of anseim; Aquinas, Calvin, John Newton,
All that classical heritage has gone Revelation! C.H. Spurgeon, and C.S. Lewis all in
now, of course. The connecting cord has Credo the one room, they would find a lot more

been broken. It's a great feat of European  There are really two sets of reasonsin common than what they would have
Christian civilisation that it was able to why I'm a Christian, however pathetic a to argue about, though argue no doubt
absorb and benefit from the classics, specimen: first, I'm persuaded by the they would!

without being subverted by theny
England was just one of those Westdqrn

cul?ures. I donj't know, but | suspect thhat Peter Brooke
the sway of the classics may have bgen

even more marked in 19th centu

Germany. The banishment of the classjcs

and the deliberate marginalisation of e Omn Constantine And The Origins Of
Christian faith over the last fifty year .
has made our contemporary culture the The German CathOIIC ChurCh
clueless morass th'at it IS . . The editorial onAugustus and the of the Mormons) but this was abandoned
England wasn't unique in seei : . ) . :
Imperial Over-Achiever&Church & State  in the orthodoxy of the imperial Church.
herself as the successor of Rome. The o :
. 118, Last Quarter 2014), gave an Mithraism | think also celebrated the
Elizabethans may have loved the clasgcs . . . : .
. impression of Church-State relations in Winter Solstice, 25th December, as the
but there wasn't much other godd ) I i
X the Roman Empire that seems to me inbirth of the Sun, but so did Rome gener-
literature for them to read. The best . : : . ) -
. some respects misleading. Chiefly, | think ally. Constantine may have been instru-
the Elizabethan churchmen also wgre . ) : o
. . . ._1 “the successor of the Church establishednental in persuading the Christian
into their Hebrew, Aramaic and Syria¢. o . . .
. by Constantine is the Eastern Orthodox Bishops to adopt this as a suitable day to
But Charlemagne and his successors {lIs ) . i .
. L hurch. The 'Roman Catholic' Church celebrate the birth of Christ.
saw themselves in the same tradition,|as : .
. S : L 1s, | would argue, the successor of the  The toleration, then adoption, of
did the Russians; as did the Austriahs . o .
. R C Church established by Charlemagne.  Christianity by the Empire brought about
with their"kaiserlich und koniglich"and . . 7 : .
. . ; . . Far be it from me to underestimate huge administrative and intellectual
their multi-national empire; as did th . . . . :
. L the importance ofSaint Constantine, changes and St. Constantine presided
French, the torch carriers for civilisef . .
: equal to the apostlesas he is known in  over them but not all the consequences
values in Europe. The whole of Westefn g ) )
Europe looked to classical Rome the Eastern Church, but | don't think one would have been pleasing to him. The
P ' can say he combined Christianftyith Council of Nicaea in 325 is mainly
The Via Media the symbols of a rival religious cult, remembered for ruling that Christ as the
England was Roman Catholic up fo Mithraism". The elements which Christ- second Person of the Trinity was Himself
Henry VIII, up to a point yes, but therg ianity holds in common with Mithraism uncreated and fully God. This was a
was a history of mediaeval English Kinds —initiation (baptism), the ritual eating doctrine particularly favoured in Egypt
resisting the claims of the Papacy. JA of bread and wine (identified in Mithra- and opposed by the two Eusebii—
Catholic country more than a Romgn ism with the body of the Mithraic bull), Eusebius of Nicomedia and the historian,
Catholic country, one might say. Loufs belief in the resurrection of the flesh— Eusebius of Caesarea—who were Con-
X1V had his moments too, when he was were well established before Christianity stantine's main Christian advisers.
fighting against the temporal interesfs was "taken in hand by the Emperor Constantine's sympathies were with the
of the Papacy, and furiously persecutifig Constantine!' | think Mithraism had a Arians who held (like the present day
the Huguenots whom the Pope mightdoctrine of the pre-existence of souls Jehovah's Witnesses) to the apparently
have preferred to let be. He was at tinfessimilar to that of the Christian com- much more reasonable proposition that
literally more Catholic than the Pop¢. mentator, Origen (and, in our own day, Christ was the first of created beings.
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He tried to have Arius himself received princes who still for political reasons Islam, and increasingly having to come
back into the Church (he was foiled when pretended to be part of it recognised theto terms with the new Imperial system
on the appointed day Arius died after Emperor in Constantinople, 'New Rome', and the new Church that was developing
his bowels exploded in a public lavatory, as their titular head, on the safe assumpin the west. The Germans finally got
at least so we are told in the Orthodoxtion that he wasn't in a position to control of Rome in the eleventh century
account). interfere with anything they might want and that produced what is conventionally
St. Constantine's Arian sympathies to do. The Papacy could be described aglescribed as the final schism between
were continued by his successors, andan outpost of the Empire in the barbarianthe Eastern and Western parts of the old
the period through to the Council of West. Charlemagne put together a newRoman Church.
Constantinople in 382 under Saint Empire made up mainly of peoples who
Theodosius | is remembered by the had never been part of the old one—  The Church/State—Pope/Emperor—
Orthodox as a period of persecution. Germans, Franks, Visigoths, Anglo tension that characterised the 'Roman
(Julian 'the Apostate’ amused himself Saxons, Irish. He put an end to the last,Catholic’ Church could, then, be des-
by bringing the Orthodox Bishops out purely formal, connection with Con- cribed as a tension between the Papacy
of exile then watching the ensuing stantinople. All that was left by that time as the last remnant of the Roman Empire
struggles with the Arian, or 'Semi-Arian’ of the old Western Empire were parts of in the West and the German Imperial
Bishops who had replaced them.) southern France and lItaly, long Church. The German Imperial power
accustomed to barbarian rule. North might have established the sort of mono-
But the great change that swept overAfrica of course had fallen to Islam. poly of State authority that was enjoyed
the Christian Church after the conversion by the Eastern Emperors and Russian
of Constantine was something that must  The tension between Church & State Tsars (and in the West later on by the
have pleased him even less—the retreatis represented by Pope and EmperofGerman Lutheran princes and, later still,
into the desert and the rise of monastic-was not an inheritance from the systemthe English Parliament) but this develop-
ism, which can be interpreted as aestablished by Constantine. In Con- mentwas obstructed by the overweening
wholesale rejection of the new respect- stantine's arrangement the Church as asense of his own importance that the
ability conferred by state recognition. administrative structure was thoroughly Patriarch of Old Rome had developed
The monks and hermits were an anarchicsubordinated to the Emperor. Individual after the collapse of the Western Empire.
and riotous element, quite outside Statechurchmen, up to the level of Patriarch— (Interestingly, Calvinism shared the
control, the storm troopers of Egyptian and of course the monks and hermitspapist view of the proper relations that
Orthodoxy before Theophilus, Patriarch with their authority as 'holy men'—might ought to exist between Church & State,
of Alexandria took them in hand with a defy the Emperor from time to time, but with the Church exercising juridical
policy of massacre at the turn of the the Church as a structured body had ncauthority in matters of faith and morals
fourth/fifth centuries. independent authority of its own in any and the State in everything else.) So was
The Church & State editorial rightly way equivalent to that later claimed, and established the space in which that
ridicules the English idea that the Ger- at times exercised, by the Pope. Westerranarchic and destabilising force known
mans were uncivilised because Augustusadvocates of the primacy of the secularas 'European culture' could develop,
failed to incorporate them into the arm—Emperor or King, including the eventually spawning that even more
Roman Empire. But it leaves untouched theorists of Anglicanism in the seven- anarchic and destabilising force known
the notion that the English themselvesteenth century—often claimed to be as 'British culture'.
had ever been incorporated into thewanting to restore the original Romgm
Roman Empire. The part of Britain that Imperial system, citing the Easte
has since become England was of cours&Empire as a model to be followed. Reprint of classic biography of 1890; With

part of the Roman Empire but Roman The P had develoned th extract from Duffy’s autobiography.
Britain was subsequently taken over by € Fapacy had aeveloped In€ SERSE ntroduction by Brendan Clifford. 268pp.

the pagan Anglo Saxons. The only of its own independent authority in t €24, £20

population in modern day Britain that 25?5)?1?136((); ban Erg%eg?rhggiz tl);rvt\)l S_The Nation: Selections 1842-1844. Vol. 1:
could claim descent from the Roman ; y pag Young Ireland, Daniel O’Connell, Monster

Britons are the Welsh who somehow '@"s (the Ostrogoths who held Rome n Meetings, State Trials, A New Culture.

seem to be the least 'Roman’ of the Iot,Fhe fifth century had, like the Visigoth Introduction: B. Clifford. 152pp.

though it should never be forgotten that in Spain, been converted by Constantf- €15 12

both 'Britain' and the 'Church of England' ople at a t|me_—the fourth CentUry—F A North Cork Anthology. Edited by Jack
were the inventions of a Welsh When Constantinople was .Ar|an). T Lane and Brendan Clifford. - (Bowen,
dynasty—Welsh Norman as opposed tocourt of Charlemagne and his successprs ggclgiyﬁ:ﬂ;tec, )Cil;réan, Davis, Dinneen,
Anglo-Norman. Qevgloped an mtellectua} and ecclesiapt- elgs e T pp-

ical life that was largely independent ¢f ’

The point here is important when we the papacy and of the Roman traditi NHenry Montgomery’s Letter To
want to think about the nature of the generally. The Anglo-Saxon Alcuin, the Daniel O’Connell. Introduction by
‘Roman Catholic’ Church. The article Irish Scotus Erigena, the Visigothif Brendan Clifford. €6, £5
states thatAugustus failed in Germany. Theodulf were barbarians receiving whiat
Charlemagne succeededAs if what they could get their hands on of classidal You can buy books and pamphlets from the
Charlemagne did was to incorporate culture and philosophy as a new, vas]ly —244ress on thznﬁ?gggzif,by cheque or
Germany into the Roman Empire. But exciting discovery. Old Rome was stil httos:/ atholbot;ks-sales or
by that time the Roman Empire had long part of the old Imperial system—albe]t PS:HTWWW. ore
ceased to exist in Western Europe. Itlosing contact as the Eastern Empire tpo
continued in the East, and Westernbegan to fall apart under the impact
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Review

Fanning Misses The Point

The best and the worst of Ronan

Fanning'sFatal Path: British Govern-
ment And Irish Revolution 1910-1922
are found in the first few pages:

"Events in Northern Ireland after
1969... compounded the difficulties of
writing impartial and dispassionate
history. To give weight to the revolu-
tionary nature of what happened bet-
ween 1912 and 1922, so the argument
ran, was to give comfort and support to
the Provisional IRA in its bloody and
ultimately futile war in Northern Ire-
land. Political imperatives prevailed,
as they invariably do, over historical
truth in the revisionist debate that then
ensued.

“Few historians would dispute that
‘we are all revisionists now’, although
professional historians use the term
sparingly: for them it means no more
than revising our knowledge of the past
in accordance with new evidence... But
revisionism as practised by some histor-
ians, as well as by politicians, publicists
and polemicists, is a different matter.
They have been well described by
Bernard Lewis... as those who *
would rewrite history not as it was but
as they would prefer it to have been...

Man too. So | went back and checked
and found from the Endnotes that the
book is referred to, though not named in
the text.

| read the book because Cooke was
an Ulster Tory and the book is about
what went on in the inner core of the
British ruling class in the Winter of 1885-
6. It was out of those goings-on that the
Home Rule conflict emerged. |
evidence that Lloyd George’s Tory- expected, because of Cooke being a co-
dominated government would have author,_ that the book would ha\{e
moved beyond the 1914-style limita- SOmething to say about the destructive
tions of the Government of Ireland Act €ffect of what emerged from tho%egh
of 1921 unless compelled to do so by politics” on the political life of the Ulster
the campaign of the IRA... Protestant community, which was

“History, as the teacher reminds the Liberal and Tory until 1885 but con-
narrator in Julian Barnes’s novélhe  gealed into Unionism in 1886—and was
Sense of an Endings more than ‘the  compelled to remain Unionist after 1921
lies of the victors... itis also the self- \\pen it might have reverted to British
delusions of the defeated’. One of the party-politics (Labour and Tory by this

more unfortunate by-products of the . . A .
revisionist debate... is that the legitim- time) if the Six Counties had not been

ised the self-delusions of the intellectual compelled to operate a gubordlnat(_a_sys-
heirs to the constitutional nationalists t€m of government outside the political
who had been resoundingly defeatedlife of the British state. But it had
by the republican revolutionaries... nothing to say about that aspect of things.
“This book neither sympathises nor And | cannot recall that it said much
identifies with the political uses of aboutanything. Itjust raked over batches
violence then or now. It is simply a of private papers and traced personal
case study in the Irish politics of how jnterconnections within the elite.
physical force_can prevail over demo- It did not demonstrate why it was
cracy. It gxplams r.ayher than condemnsnot the Tories, who had been flirting
the behaviour of ministers in the govern- .
ments led by Herbert Henry Asquith with Parn(_all, but the leergls, who.took
and Lloyd George..." (pp2-5). the leap in the dark by introducing a
Home Rule Bill.

(The most interesting observation

Brendan Clifford

to negotiate [the treaty]'.
“This book argues that it was indeed
necessary; that there is no shred of

Looking up the reference note on

[Their] purpose of changing the past is the quotation from the historian who about these decisions that | know of
not to seek some abstract truth, but toquestioned the necessity for assassinatiogvas made by De Valera, who had some

achieve a new vision of the past betterto bring about the Treaty negotiations, experience in the matter:

suited to their needs in the present...” which is given 360 pages later, one finds
"And Lewis also writes of how itjs Professor Roy Fostertherevision-

‘those who are in power control 0 @ st \who caught the tide with a book of

very large extent the presentation of pyo ang pieces hastily thrown together

the past and seek to make sure that it %and larded with superficial comment that

"Decisions to anyone who has
witnessed the most crucial moments in
a great struggle, are mysterious in their
making and in their consequences"
(Notes for a talk on the Davis Centenary

presented in such a way as to buttress .
and legitimise their own authority.’ was well judged to meet the approval of

“There is no better description of afashion that was just beginning to settle o
how and why throughout Northern in. And Foster's name does not appear High politics”, properly so-called,

Ireland’s long war the British and Irish in the Index. is behind-the-scenes politics of the ruling
political establishments sought to class. The last remnant of it disappeared

control the presentation of the history ~ Fanning describes the book as a dis-over forty years ago, when the Tory
of 1912-22 in order to buttress and Passionate case study in high politics. Itleader began to be elected. Before then
legitimise their own authority while at is in fact a polemic against the revival of he ‘emerged' organically, in the manner
the same time denying legitimacy and Redmondism as an ideological alter- approved of by Edmund Burke. He was
authority to the Provisional IRA... native to actual history—asnaginary  hatched in the"magic circle" and
“This inherent problem... was com- History, to use the term applied in some emerged as the butterfly emerges from
pounded by the timetable of archival |ipraries. But it is a discreet polemic, the caterpillar's cocoon, God knows how.

rltglgr;\ses. The.Pufbeic Rﬁcorﬁls AICt of which disables itself by caution and
... meant, in effect, that the re eas'diffuseness.

es of the papers for the Anglo-Irish
War... coincided with the beginning of
the Northern Ireland crisis. This in-

1945, De Valera Papers).

| don't see what use the ided'bigh
"High politics" came into academic politics" has in the investigation of the
fashion, as far as | was aware of theaffairs of 1919-21, when Britain was
duced historians to shrink from the t€rm, with a bookGoverning Passign  democratising.
realities of the republican revolution, Py a couple of Cambridge academics,  The last major act of the ruling class
and to question, for example, ‘whether Cooke and Vincent. | was surprised continuum was the detailed preparation
the bloody catalogue of assassinationsthat Fanning did not mention it, becausemade between 1905 and 1914 for war
and war from 1919-21 was necessary| understood that he was a Cambridgeon Germany in alliance with France. The
17
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preparations were made behind the back "our government was an aristocracy, of democratisation were all faced down.
of Parliament by a Tory/Liberal ruling a form of government which receives The Parliament franchise was extended
class circle. That circle approached the Vvarious names, according to the fanciesin small degrees from 1832 onwards in
point of disruption in 1912-14 as the ©f men, and is sometimes called grqer to split the democratic movement
difference over Home Rule became democracy, butis really an aristocracy y (aking its leading social element into
increasingly antagonistic. But, even ar government of the best Wh!,Ch has the system. In the late 19th century
L the approval of the many..." (as - .

when civil war began to be freely spoken reported by Plato). ruling elements began to think that,

on as possibly the only way the party because of the scope of the Empire and
conflict could be resolved, the prepara- It was government by a ruling class the rise of the popular Imperialist

tions for war made by the Liberal/Tory Which had, over the centuries, managedmovement at home, the introduction of
inner circle continued. (See, for to elicit the consent of the governed. 3 democratic franchise might not en-

example,The Supreme Commarig _ danger the system. Democracy was
Maurice Hankey, who was at the heart ~ The electorate in 1914 was about aintroduced in 1918 by the greatest of the
of the thing.) third of the adult population, having been Reform Acts, which is scarcely noticed

The final touches were given to the increased considerably a generationas a milestone in history because it was
War Book produced by the secret €arlier. The system was still just about introduced under cover of the War, in a
Committee of Imperial Defence early in compatible with Aspasia’s ideal of sjtuation of mass enthusiasm for the War,
July 1914. The opportunity for war came aristocratic democracy, but a literal without conflict between the mass and
a few weeks later, when a decision ondemocracy of the populace was pressinghe elite.

Home Rule could not be delayed muchon it. The Liberal elite was holding out |t was important for political con-
longer. And the recoil from the proba- in defence of thetatus qudut the ranks  tinuity that democracy was introduced
bility of civil war certainly contributed ~©f the party were filled with enthusiasts as a kind of ruling class patronage rather
to the feeling of relief with which the for popular democracy. Pressure fromthan through conflict between the mass
declaration of war was experienced by this quarter drove the Home Rule conflict and the elite. And, because it was not
many—exuberantly by Robert Brooke, to the point of rupturing the ruling class introduced through conflict, the idea that
as escape from the filth into which party- consensus behind the scenes, on whichhe representative system of the aris-
politics had sunk. the actual British Constitution was based. tocracy had been democratic, at least
The ruling class still had sufficient jmplicitly, could pass muster in British
influence to ward off civil war by means politics.
And caught our youth, and wakened usOf world war, but its influence was — And, if the Home Rule conflict had
from sleeping, broken in the conduct of the War. And happened in a constitutional system of
With hand made sure, clear eye, andB'itain emerged from the War as an popular democracy, rather than in

Now, God be thanked Who has matched
us with His hour,

sharpened power, enraged literal democracy that was Aspasian democracy, there would be
To turn, as swimmers into cleannessincapable of making a functional peace grounds for some of Fanning’s extremist
leaping, in Europe—such as the ruling class hadstagtements.
Glad from a world grown old and cold made after earlier wars—or of dealing He makes a great thing of the Cur-
and weary, with the startling outcome of demo- ragh incident of March 1914, which
Lea;/e the sick hearts that honour couldcratisation in Irish politics. “endangered the proper relationship
not move,

between government and arm(y@111).
Fanning refers repeatedly to the He appears to insist that it was a mutiny,
damage done to democracy by the wayeven though no orders were issued which
the Government handled the Oppositionwere disobeyed.

And half-men, and their dirty songs and
dreary,
And all the little emptiness of love!

Oh! we who have known shame, we in the Home Rule conflict. And he It seems to me that he not only
have found release there, quotes an English historian, in a book misunderstood what the British state was
V\(]girﬁqg‘féﬁ;s no ill, no grief, but sleep published in 1964: in 1914, but that the point of reference
Nought brokegr; save this body, lost but “the system of parliamentary demo- &t the back of his mind was the
breath: cracy, so long accepted as the traditionalPropaganda of the Treaty faction in 1922.
Nothing to shake the laughing heart's ~Method of politics in England was 1y gritish Army was not a blind
long peace there shaken to its foundations” (p118). instrument of the Government of the

But only agony, and that has ending; It's all very well for ideologues of day in March 1914, any more than the
And the worst friend and enemy is but . o - RA in the Sori 1922 Th
Death. English politics—which is what most was in the Spring o . e

English historians are—to call the aristo- Treaty faction raised a mercenary Army,

The War, was, | think, the last act of cratic system of representative govern-with British support, to make war on the
high policy, of integral ruling class ment established by Walpole democracy,Republican Army, but the British

action. The medium in which politics but it is not so well when an Irish his- Government in 1914 could not do
was conducted changed in the course oforian of the rupture with England does likewise. The British Army was a citizen

the War. Democracy set in. so. army as much as the IRA was. Itwas an

"...the high politics of how physical The illusion of continuity is an active component of the State, historic-
force can prevail over democracy*—  important element in the ideological ally second only to the Navy—and the
but what was democracy in 19147? medium of English political life. The British State in the 18th century had

It was, as Aspasia explained it long representative system was actively anti-little substantial existence apart form the
ago with regard to the Athens of Pericles, democratic throughout the 18th century Navy and the Army.
whose speeches she is said to haveind for most of the 19th. Democratic = Army officers in the early 20th
written: movements which tried to force the issue century still came from ruling class



families, who paid for their commissions, the Unionist Opposition and published of the Official IRA at the time. All
and they kept up a genteel life-style ata book explaining what the real assured me that | was completely
their own expense. Constitution of Britain was, and how mistaken. But | wasn't—and for that |

Britain would not have been what it the Liberal Party, hungry for Office, had have never been forgiven. And | suppose
was in 1914 if it had for centuries been ajoined a foreign Party to overthrow that the fact that it has been demonstrated
parliamentary democracy with a Constitution. Fanning does not mention that | was not mistaken then influences
separation of powers. It would possibly this, or the fact that the Unionists were my estimate of the 1914 situation.
have been a European state of the secondinning the constitutional argument with But Fanning does not concern
rank. But it was what it was—a ruling the only Constitutional authority in the himself at all with what Unionist Ulster
class state, which G.B. Shaw said in British state, the electorate. So Red-was, and so how could he judge whether
1914 might reasonably be called a Junkermond's failure comes to be explained init was in earnest?
State, in which the ruling class ran the personality terms, centring on Lloyd
Navy, the Army, and Parliament, some- George. But what was Lloyd George?  Another matter of some importance
how supervised an intricate financial A weather vane. (Keynes, who was which he doesn't concern himself with is
system, and made space for a wild close to him at the Versailles Conference,the possibility of establishing an inde-
development of capitalism of a kind not was asked what he thought Lloyd Georgependent Irish state without military
seen elsewhere. was like when he was alone in a room. conflict with Britain. His language

It was the business of the Irish He replied that, when Lloyd George was sometimes suggests that it was possible
“constitutional nationalists”to gain a  alone, there was nobody there.) and at other times that it wasn't. | suppose
measure of subordinate self-government that comes ofnot identifying with the
from this State. The Home Rule Party, = Fanning mentions'the graphic political uses of violence then or naw"
relying on constitutional fictions which contrast between the British govern- To judge that it wasn't would, | suppose,
had recently become fashionable, aimedment's response to Unionists and nation-in terms of academic life as we find it in
to get this self-government by manipulat- alists running guns“as undermining Ireland, be tantamount to supporting the
ing a Parliamentary situation in which Redmond’s position (p128). For more IRA. But you would insult your
the two ruling class parties were more than forty years | have been pointing commonsense by saying that it was.
or less equal and it could make one ofout that the Larne gun-running was  On page 26 there is referencétioe
them the Government in exchange for asecretive and businesslike, while the physical force separatistf the Irish
guarantee of a Home rule Act. Howth gun-running was flamboyant and Republican Brotherhood. And on page

William O'Brien (who the present provocative. 95: "The IRB, an oath-bound secret
crop of historians, whether revisionist He quotes, from a recent English society... dedicated to the establishment
or not, are determined to remove from history, a statement that Carson hadof anindependent Irish republic by force
the historical record even though his admitted to a Tory backbencher in July of arms. If independence was only
movement split the Home Rule Party in 1913 that he had long knowthat the  achievable by war, it would have been
1910 and took ten per cent of its seats)government would not force Home Rule foolish to spend effort trying to achieve
explained that Home Rule could not be on Ulster. Soitis all playacting"And it by Parliamentary jabbering. Physical
got by Irish manipulation of British party he comments‘And so it was”(p54). |  force separatists were only separatists
antagonisms. He had been imprisonedwould have thought the playacting was who took Britain in earnest when it
as an agrarian radical by a Unionist in the Redmondite gun-running. And declared that Irish independence was out
Government, and he had achieved anFanning seems to forget, as the bookof the question. And, if preparation had
extensive social reform in collaboration proceeds, that the Unionists were onlyto be made to meet British force with
with that same Unionist Government play-acting, because he soon has Worldirish force, it could only be done in secret
after further agitation a dozen years later.War averting Civil War. in a country honeycombed with political
He understood the British State through police by the British administration. And
having been jailed by it and carried out secrecy could only be maintained by
a fundamental reform in collaboration use of sanctions.
with it, and he was certain that Home The Home Rule MPs were, in large
Rule could not be got by Redmond'’s part, Home Rulers instead of separatists
methods. But Redmond, a House of because they took in earnest the British
Commons man even before he entere message to Ireland that it could only
politics, believed in Constitutional gain independence by means of war, and
illusions, as did his colleagues Dillon they didn’t see how an Irish Army could
and Devlin. They did not apply the be raised under the all-seeing eyes of
maxim “Know your enemy”because the RIC.
they had wished themselves into a belief
that the Liberal half of the enemy was
no longer an enemy and that the Unionist
(Tory plus Reform Liberal) half was
disabled by a Constitutional straitjacket.

The judgment of whether it was
playacting or not was of some con-
sequence in 1912-14, and | would have
expected a historian of 1912-14 to treat
it as such. In August-September 1969 |

ad to make a practical judgment about

Ister Unionism. It seemed to me to be
a stubborn force that would not collapse
if it was called names or given a tap on
the head. The prevailing nationalist view
in the South was that it was a product of
Tory influence operating on obsolete  And then, oddly enough, it was the
religious bigotry and would collapse Home Rulers' decision to become a
under a combination of physical pressurerecruiting force for the British Army, in
and a loss of Tory protection. | took the hope of being rewarded by the
part in many debates around the country,implementation of Home Rule, that made

The Parliamentary straitjacket, like of which | particularly remember one it possible for the Army to be raised and
the circle of fire protecting Brunnhilde, with Front Bench Fine Gaeler Richie drilled which made war on Britain in
was illusory and only worked on the Ryan, and others with Frank Prendergastl916. The Irish Volunteers were not
gullible. The foremost Constitutional of the Labour Party Front Bench, and interfered with lest that should subvert
lawyer of the time, A.V. Dicey, joined Eoghan Harris, who was Leninist guru the recruiting efforts of Redmond's
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Volunteers at a moment when Britain of Lloyd George duplicity in the negotia- for power without Partition, claimed
needed cannonfodder by the million.  tions in which he deceived either one there had been an agreement for
side or both. And:"It was Lansdowne temporary Partition. They could not
In the aftermath of the Rising, White- who delivered theoup de gracevhen  deliver the Unionists who were said to
hall tried to get the Home rule Act he attacked the compromisen the  have agreed to that, and they would not
implemented. The War Minister, Lloyd Lords (p147). He neglects to say whatagree to indefinite Partition. And that
George, took time off from the War in that "compromisé was. Both sides was that.

an effort to do it. He met the Ulster insisted they hadot compromised. The “blackmail” consisted of
Unionists and Redmondites separately, The moral he draws from the incident sticking to the terms of the war
knowing that if they were brought is that it showed: agreement of 1914, and of not giving

together to reach an agreement yvhat was "the stranglehold Unionist ministers W&y the Ulster Unionist position in the
certain was that they would disagree. exerted on the Irish policy of the interestofthe War. o
He got Unionist agreement to Home  coalition governments of 1915-22... Now it might be said that Unionism
Rule with the exclusion of the 6 Count-  For Irish Unionists and their English was an illegitimate force, and had no
ies, which would simply remain part of  fellow-travellers, unlike the other right to anything, but in the politics of
British politics, and apparently thought  groupings attached to the coalition, Irish reality if had become the strongest
he had also got Redmondite agreement, Ppolicy ranked in importance with the political force in the state, and had
But when these terms were published, ~conduct of the war. If their wishes on secyred its position by joining the
the Redmondites claimed they had only ~ I"ish policy were disregarded, they were qyernment, and the conduct of the War
. . ready to threaten to bring down the : :

agreed to the exclusion of the 6 Counties was coming to depend on it.

. . government, whatever the state of the
for six years. And they claimed,

;T war. Such blackmail was a most potent .
furthermore, that the Umom_sts ha(_j weapon, which greatly deterred the | How_|mportant was '_[he War? Was
agreed to the six-year exclusion, until  cqajition leaders—and Lloyd George itawarin defence of civilisation against
this was overruled by Westminster in particular—from undertaking Irish barbarism, as the British and Home Rule
Unionists, especially by the malevolent initiatives" (p147). propaganda of the time, and the

—] ict it?

Lor_d Lansdowne the_n_rc_m vyho Was \viotthis blackmail consisted of was centenary propaggnda, depict it? If the
trying to sell out civilisation to o Home Rulers believed what they said
L . Unionist insistence that the terms of the : . 2
Prussianism by urging a settlement of about it, why did they refuse to join the

1914 agreement, that Home Rule would . ;
the World War. Government for it, thus making the

A Home Rule Government might be put in the Statute Book and its Liberals dependent on the Unionists?

have been set up in the Summer of 1916,|mplementat|on be taken off the political And why did heynot agree to indefinite
6 Co. Partition in the interest of the Warr,

minus the 6 Counties and without the agenda for the duration of the. War,
. .. should not be broken. The Liberal _. . R
tyrannical Northern Ireland system, if Government assured the Unionist Party>Mce it was clearly an inevitability of
Redmond had not insisted that the Ythe actual situation?
And the situation could only get

) that the Bill, though enacted, would not
exclusion of the North should be temp- be implemented as it stood. but would
orary. It was abundantly clear by this P ' worse for the Home Rule Party as the

time that a large part of Ulster was not be amended after the War. conduct of the War became ever more

going to be included under an Irish Home dependent on the spirit of the Curragh
Rule system. The claim that the Ulster Mutiny, whose officers were the core of
Unionists had agreed to temporary the Army.

exclusion but were over-ruled by the Lord Lansdowne suggested later in
Government is fantasy. And the insist- 1916 that the time had come for a
ence on the formula of temporary negotiated ending of the War. The Prime
exclusion was face-saving at best. The Minister, Asquith, who had launched the
probability that the Ulster Unionists, World War, was finding it increasingly
after taking part in British political life difficult to keep pace withit. He seemed
for six years without the weight of the to incline towards Lansdowne’s
Irish nationalist majority bearing down proposal. And that seemed to be the
on them, while the Home Rule Party signal for his ousting.

governed the 26 Counties, with Sinn Fein I : . The Unionists took over, with Lloyd

. ! ; formed a War Coalition with the Union- . L -
rearing up at it, would voluntarily place . . eorge as Prime Minister, splitting the
. ists and suspended the electoral basis of . .

themselves under Dublin rule when the ) : iberal Party. They did not merely
. government until after the War. Union- X

six years were up, or would be forced threaten to bring down the

. . ism in government guaranteed them- R .
under Dublin by Whitehall, was zero. selves against the breaking of the 1914government. They brought it down.

Fanning says:"The story of Lloyd agreement. The Home Rulers madeAnd the War was prosecuted more
: 2 . Lo . “fiercely and effectively as a consequence.
George’s unsuccessful 1916 negotiationssome complain about Unionists being
with Redmond and Carson is well in government but themselves refused
knowri (p145). In my experience it is to join the Coalition as a counterweight
hardly known at all. The interesting and for the Liberals.
enlightening political literature it gave Then, after the Rising, the Unionists
rise to at the time has never beenwithdrew their general opposition to
reprinted. And it does not appear amongHome Rule.. They agreed to it on
Fanning'’s references. condition of the exclusion of part of
He just follows the Redmondite story Ulster. The Home Rulers, in a last grasp

The Liberal Party was put in Office
by the Home Rule Party as part of a
political bargain. That bargain split the
body politic of British Aspasian demo-
cracy. As the split was reaching crisis
point, the crisis was deferred by the
opportunity for World War. The Liberal
Party found it could not carry on in
wartime as a minority Government,
particularly as the Home Rulers, though
recruiting for the War, refused to take
part in government. In 1915 the Liberals

Redmond refused Home Rule on the
only terms on which it could be got. He
would not consent to Partition. But he
organised a great Home Rule Conference
which agreed to temporary Partition. He
thereby branded himself as the man who
was responsible for Partition. The
evasive distinction between temporary



and indefinite was rightly not taken to (Or maybe it isn't relevant to bear in from the Dail is locked out of Versailles;
be operative in the real world. So, with mind what Britain was doing elsewhere a National Loan is raisédo bankroll a
his customary Westminsterist mentality, in the world after it repudiated the revolutionary war; the RIC is ostrac-
he got the worst of both things. Election result in Ireland following its ised and its barracks burned; there was
And Fanning, who cannot take issue victory in the Great War for democracy sectarian murder of tramps, ex-
with Britain on the real ground of things, and the rights of small nations?) servicemen and ProtestantSnost
recirculates that futile sense of grievance notably in Cork’; Lloyd George and
in the medium of illusion. Fanning barely mentions the 1918 his mistress hath happy time”in Paris;
Election. Indeed, what is there to be Lord French predicted that the Sinn
The Home Rule Act in the Statute said about it? Sinn Fein won it. Every- Feiners would soon be in Westminster;
Book was suspended for the duration ofone knows that. It doesn't need saying.the Dail had the audacity to meet in
the War, as was electorally-based And as for thinking about it—well, | ask public session during the visit of the
government. The War ended for elect-you . . . American Commission, causing
oral purposes in November 1918 and a  Inthe 1970s | took British democracy "outrage at republican bravadp™some
General Election was held in December.in earnest. | spoke to a great number ofdischarged soldiersivere employed in
But the Home Rule Act was not Labour Party Branches and GMCs the RIC; some detectives were killed
implemented. For that purpose it was explaining in detail how the Northern by a"team of IRA assassins"a Vice-
held that the War had not yet ended.lIreland region of the UK state was cut Regal garden party was held; the Dalil
And, indeed, the Armistice, and the out of the democratic life of the state, was criminalised; all the Peace Treaties
removal of the German Navy, had and suggesting that this fact might havewee signed but it was decided to devise
provided an opportunity for intensifying some connection with the War that was a new Bill imposing Partition instead of
the wartime blockade by stopping trade going on there. The Northern Ireland implementing the existing Act; a Cabin-
across the Baltic between Germany andelectors had not chosen to supportet Committee decided that Partition
Scandinavia. Many thousands of peculiar parties that had nothing to do would take the form of two Parliaments;
Germans were starved to death betweerwith the governing of the state: they a magistrate searching for the bank
the Armistice of November 1918 and had been refused membership of thoseaccount where the National Loan was
the signing of the Treaty with Germany parties, which did not contest elections kept was taken from a tram in
in June 1919. The starvation blockadethere. In the course of this | discovered Ballsbridge and shotWhat had become
was kept up until the ineffectual how unpolitical, and of course the first of Britain's 20th century urban
revolutionary Government, established unhistorical, the Labour mind in Britain guerrilla wars"{—urban!}—was, like all
to appease the victorious Allies, agreedis. It is purely ideological in character, such wars, a vicious and squalid
to sign a confession of War Guilt on and operates with a handful of maxims business" (p221).
behalf of the German people in Juneor shibboleths. And Britain is such a

19109. soundly constructed democracy—still fought? Wars against electorates which

largely Aspasian despite the universal N .
franchise—that that suffices. But there yoted in indisputably democratic elect

. ions to part company with it?
were usually one or two people in a
Branch who would make the effort to
grapple intellectually with the element-
ary political fact | was describing, and
think about the implications.
But if the British Labour mentality

How many"such wars"has Britain

And, after that, there was the Turkish
Treaty. The Turkish Government,
pleading helplessness (like Treatyite
Sinn Fein three years later), signed the
Treaty presented to them but it was
repudiated by a military rebellion.
Britain instigated an invasion of Asia
Minor by Greece (in which it had set up
a puppet Government during the War)
to put down the Turkish rebels, and to
add a slice of Turkey to the Greek state.
The Turkish rebellion (not mandated by

And "vicious and squalid? Well
that's war when it isn't seen in the light
of purpose. Decomposing corpses and
mangled bodies of survivors. And that's

. > why the squalid business of killing and
was obtuse with regard to everything i e is suffused with a culture of

that did not have to do with party slogans honour and glory—as was the Great War

at th? _ngxt election, it was spng_htly and in which Britain made a shambles of
inquisitive by comparison with the

mentality of the Southern Irish academic Europe and beyond.
an election) went on during the Irish . . ) : That Irish War, which Fanning sees
. intelligentsia on the subject of the 1918 ) . ) .
war in defence of the electorally- ] . . only with his Cambridge eyes, might
: Election with relation to the War of .

mandated Republic. So the war on easily have been prevented. All that
. Independence and fortunes of the League

Turkey, for which the Homed Rulers

was needed was that the first actual
had been enthusiastic in 1914, went on democratic Parliament at Westminster,
until 1922. And Treatyite Sinn Fein, elected at the moment of victory in the
installed as the Government of part of So Fanning alides over the Election V2" for world democracy and the rights
Ireland by Britain, found that its first ; 99 . of small nations, should have taken

which mandated the establishment of

foreign policy task as a member of the independent aovernment: account of the Irish vote and begun
British Empire was to agree to the ending P g ' negotiations with the Dail, or, alter-
of its war on Turkey (with which it did "Sinn Fein had meanwhile [i.e., natively, should not have vetoed the
not know it was at war until Whitehall while the War Cabinet marked time on admission of the Irish delegation to the
instructed it to call it off), and to the  Irish policy because of the absence of versailles Conference.
recognition, as the legitimate Turkish ~ Lloyd George at Versailles] seized the  There was war in Ireland because
Government, of the militaristic rebels OPFtJO”U,”'%tO Cap'ta||'se| Ort‘,'t5,§t”;‘3':))”9 democratised Britain decided to rule
who had repudiated the Entente Treaty victory in the general election” (p193). Ireland by naked force after the Irish
and made war on it successfully. (SeeAnd that's that! electorate deprived it of the Home rule
Ireland's War On Turkelyy Pat Walsh.) Dev escapes from jail; a delegation prop.

of Nations. Itis a mind that closes itself
by reflex action when it gets near a range
of basic issues, lest it become Provo.
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On the rare occasions when British- British conduct in Ireland, and elsewhere, of weeks off from his job as War
oriented academics are cornered intoafter the War and the post-War election. Minister and tried to negotiate an agree-
applying their minds for a moment to ment between the Home Rule and Ulster
the conduct of the British Parliament Fanning has been rummaging behindUnionist leaders that would make this
towards Ireland in the Winter of 1918- the scenes and he presents us with titpossible. He negotiated separately with
19, the apologetic pleading is that it bits. He seems to have discoveredeach of them, knowing that if they were
would have been undemocratic to coercebelatedly that English Protestantism is brought together for negotiation agree-
Ulster. But, by this time, Partition had essentially anti-Catholicism and that ment would be impossible. In these
been decided ode factoin Whitehall,  English culture is therefore anti-Irish, and negotiations the Unionists agreed to
and it was implemented in 1921, and to be shocked. And he presents Lloyd Home Rule, but with the exclusion of
Westminster was no more willing to George as the villain of the piece becausepart of Ulster, which would simply
recognise 26 County independence tharhe did what the British democracy remain part of the UK. The Redmondites
32 County. wanted done. Lloyd George, who agreed to Partition, but only for a period

The Aspasian democracy had thor- discovered early in life that the principles of six years, and then they held a great
oughly Imperialised the sentiment of the he started out with would get him Conference, hailing the immediate
mass of the British populace, so that thenowhere, was energy without substance establishment of Irish Home Rule in 26
transition to actual democracy in 1918 Ovid's"weightless fire from heavenHe  Counties, with the other 6 Counties
made no difference to the fate of Ireland. put his energy at the disposal of the actualcoming in at the end of six years.

Fanning sometimes writes as if forces operative in the British democracy. Whatever chance there was of initiating
democracy was a fundamental value inHe was not a Napoleon or a Pitt or a DeHome Rule government, with the dura-
these matters, while at other times heValera. He was only an opportunist tion of Six County exclusion being
treats it as a matter of no consequencefacilitator. It is not clear what his villainy fudged for the time being, was blown by
He quotes Charles Townshend—which consisted of in Fanning’s mind. Partition Redmondie publicity, which made it
seems to be obligatory for Irish writers was going to happen whether or not thenecessary to clarify the point.
these days. Townshend, an academidHome Rule Party lost out to Sinn Fein.

English propagandist on Irish affairs, left The consequence of Partition, which If Redmond had not entirely lot his
morality and democracy aside when makes it impossible for Southern sense of the realities of the situation, he
writing his book on the British war in Establishment thinkers to think, is not a must have known that it was very
Ireland. Fine. Morality counts in the consequence of Partition as such. It isunlikely that the Unionists had agreed
conduct of war only insofar as it is an the consequence of the enactment ofto what Carson had described in 1914 as
influence on morale. The English State Partition by means of Northern Irelaradt a sentence of death with a six-year delay
is the conscience of English armies andSix-County sub-state entirely under of execution, and must have seen that,
knows how to prevent transcendental Westminster sovereignty but excluded if 26 County Home Rule Government
notions of morality from undermining from the political system by which was set up with the Six Counties
morale. But Townshend knows on other Westminster governs and therefore remaining out of it for six years, it was
occasions how to inject a spurt of consigned to unmediated communal, orvery unlikely that they would agree to
morality against the Irish. And he was "sectarian’, conflict.. But fanning does come in when the time was up, or that
allowed to get away with beginning one not concern himself with that, even Whitehall would apply force to them
of his books with the outlandish though it led, pretty well inevitably, to when they refused.
statement—"The Irish propensity for another War—the war because of which  Lord Lansdowne, a senior British
violence is well known" (Political Irish academics have been warned offstatesman of that era, who had estates in
Violence In IrelandOxford 1983). the 20th century history of British Kerry deriving from Cromwell's con-
conduct in Ireland lest they quest, blew the whistle on the incident.

Ireland was rendered helpless for 200 metamorphose themselves into Provos! Lloyd George had not got the agreement
years after the breach of the Treaty of Political unity in Ireland was not that was needed for implementation of
Limerick by a regime of effective oppres- within Lloyd George's gift, to concede the Act, so the project could not be
sion that made it incapable of political or to withhold. It would not have been proceeded with. So, naturally, Lans-
violence—of concerted violence for a in his power to give or refuse, even if he downe, as a landlord/Unionist bigot, was
political purpose. An occasional attempt had been the leader of the biggest partydeclared to have vetoed an agreement
by rack-rented tenants to shoot an evictingin Parliament. As it was, he became that had been made.
landlord is not political violence. Ireland Prime Minister by destroying the party . .
was dominated for two centuries by the in which he had made his career, and he Soon after this, Lapsdowne cwpul-

. o . ated a Memorandum within the Cabinet,
British monopoly of political violence, was never the leader of more than a . : )
broken only by an occasional, short-lived, fragment of it. The Government in suggestmg that it was time to.formul-ate
outburst from the tormented Irish. (The which he was Prime Minister was never Peace-A|ms th".ﬂ YVOU|d make it possible
o . . . to begin negotiations for an end of the
1798 affair, insofar as it was brought about in substance his Government. When h
" . . : . ar on Germany. He was a fully-
by a political movement, was essentially split the Liberal Party in 1916, the fledged member of the ruling class which
an affair of the British colony in Ulster, Unionist Party became without question

which quickly became Unionist when the the dominant party in the state. had conq ucted Imperial gffalrs adyaptag-
. . . eously (in accordance with the principles
Union Bill was introduced.)

A few weeks after the Easter Rising, set out by Swift in 1712 imhe Conduct
Is democracy a basic moral value by and a few months before he becameOf The Allie. That ruling class could
which political events should be judged, Prime Minister, Asquith asked him to make war, without moral frenzy, on the
or is it not? If it isn't, let it be said so try to get Home Rule Act In The Statute basis of conflicts of interest. But it was
clearly. If it is, let it be applied to Book implemented. He took a couple giving way to the wild Puritan



democratism of the Non-Conformist a heavyweight in the Cabinet, and was
Liberals, who could only conceive of likely to become so again. A lower middle
war as a conflict of Good and Evil—and class upstart like Lloyd George, who was
Good doesn't draw up terms for an living by his wits amongst his betters,
advantageous compromise with Evil. had reason to be careful with him.
Asquith was thought to be inclining But that LIoyd George retained some
towards Lansdowne's view of the War convictions of his own, which might
situation, and he was ousted by Lloyd have led him to sabotage a Home Rule
George—the Welsh NonConformist settlement which he might have achieved
who became a militarist fanatic once he —that's a story for the birds.
decided to support the War. | could never see the point in re-

Of course there was more to it than cycling those old groundless grievances,
that. But that was an elementinit. And it especially when it is done at the expense
is well to have some idea of Lansdowne's of substantial grievances—like the set-
position in 1916 on the most important ting up of the Northern Ireland system
thing that was happening in the world on the pretext that it was somehow
before demonising him as the bigot who necessary to the enactment of Partition.
deprived us of Home Rule in 1916.

Lloyd George was not the cause of

In the course of those Home Rule pyition, He was the cause of Northern
negotiations, Lloyd George wrote aletter eang.  And it was Northern Ireland
to Carson in which he said: that caused the War that horrifies

"We must make it clear that at the Fanning.

end of the provisional period Ulsterdoes ~ He never applied his mind to

not, whether she wills it or nptmerge  ynderstanding what Northern Ireland is.

in the rest of Ireland". The Southern Establishment doesn't.

This sentencee is quoted by FanningAnd so he can write, disregarding actual
(p249) and the italics are added by him.experience, about the Provsloody

| recall having an argument about 40 and ultimately futile war"
years ago about the meaning of the clause  Seen from a Dublin Establishment
italicised by Fanning. | took it to mean Vviewpoint, | suppose it was futile, in
‘against her will', but found it was taken that it did not end Partition. But the
to mean 'even if she agrees'. Fanning'@Ub"n Establishment did not live under
italicising of it seems to suggest that he the Northern Ireland system, and did
takes it in the latter meaning, and sees ithot try, either by intellectual analysis or
as highlighting Lloyd George's imaginative empathy, to grasp what life
malevolence towards Ireland. was like for nationalists under it.

| don't think the language was at all ~ ltwas a bloody war, of course. Wars
ambiguous at that time, though perhapsare bloody. But futility was not what
that turn of phrase has become archaicthe community that sustained it for
And | can see no earthly reason why Lloyd almost thirty years felt at the end of it.
George would have wanted to scupper a  Those who celebrate Irish participa-
possib]e Home Rule agreement in 1916t|0n in Britain's World Wars point to the
If he had brought about all-Ireland Home social developments which, for all the
Rule, he would have been the man whohorror, happened in conjunction with
solved the Irish Question, and it would them. Well, the same thing happened in
have been a very big feather in his cap. the Northern nationalist community in

He was trying to fudge through conjunction with the Provo War.
sufficient agreement to get Home Rule "Partition was inevitable, perhaps in
going. I am not now as familiar withthe 1912, certainly by 1914, but the shape
detail of it as | once was, but my recol-  of the partition settlement remained an
lection is that he was reassuring Carson ©OPen question until 1920... Sinn Fein
that he need not be worried that the unquestionably cut itself off from
chicanery of negotiation had the purpose participating in any decision on the

s . boundary created under the 1920 Act
g;;;g:lr;lng the North into a Home Rule and what became the Irish Free State.

The painstaking if ultimately futile dis-
cussions between Redmond and Carson
at the Buckingham Palace conference
of July 1914 as to where the line might
be best drawn in Fermanagh, Tyrone

Lloyd George was quicksilver—
weightless fire blown this way and that
by slight breezes. And Carson was not a
slight breeze but a strong wind. He was a
relentless plodder who wore down
opposition, whether flighty or bureau-
cratic: witness the Wilde Trial and the
Winslow boy. Also, he had recently been

Long's cabinet committee in November
1919 proposing a nine-county Northern
Ireland. Instead when the line was
drawn... Ireland had no nationalist

representatives at Westminster who
would have to have been consulted by
the British government. Instead Ulster's
Unionists got precisely what they

wanted: the crude cut of six counties
in which they had an assured and
decisive majority.

"In regard to partition, Sinn Fein's
calculated act of disinheritance was thus
destructive of its own aspirations. In
1919-21 republican unilateralism
proved a powerful weapon in advancing
the case for independence, but it could
do nothing to prevent partition or, later,
to promote reunification. Although the
resistance of the Dail and the IRA
prevented the Government of Ireland
Act of 1920 ever coming into effect
outside Northern Ireland and although
the treaty settlement... conferred a
much greater measure of independence
on what became the Irish Free State
than had ever been envisaged under the
terms of the 1920 act's application to
Northern Ireland; nor could it do any-
thing subsequently to moderate the
Unionist domination of the elected
representation in Northern Ireland.

"These circumstances explain why
they... Act of 1920... was yet another
charade... There was no prospect that
Sinn Fein would accept it, but, from
Lloyd George's perspective, that did not
signify; its purpose was to get the Ulster
monkey off his back. Ulster Unionists,
apprehensive of the growing power of
the British Labour, knew they would
never get a better deal' (p357-8).

"The essence of the British negoti-
ating position in regard to what became
independent Ireland... was dominion
status with 'no Navy, no hostile tariffs,
and no coercion of Ulster". As always,
Ulster was the key. Provided the
integrity of the Northern Ireland settle-
ment remained intact and short of an
independent republic, Tory and Liberal
ministers alike were relatively
indifferent to the details of the
settlement with Sinn Fein...

"...What mattered to the British
government was the fact of a settlement,
not its minutiae." The politician who
thinks he can deal out abstract justice
without reference to forces around him
cannot govern', Lloyd George had
explained to Arthur Griffith..." (p359).

Fanning quotes Roy Hattersley (a

right wing Labour politician of a

and south Armagh now went for generation ago whose views today would
nothing; so, too, did Lloyd George's P€ Leftextremist) as saying that all Lioyd
exchanges with Carson and RedmondGeorge wanted was to remove Ireland
in the summer of 1916 and the finer from the political agenda, and that he
nuances of the first report of Walter succeeded where Pitt, Peel and Glad-
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stone had failed. And he comments thatsubordinate system of government there,Home Rule Government but two, and now
that explains— outside the democracy of the state, whichit is all up to the Irish themselves!
"why Lloyd George's successors... required those who wished to remain
shrunk from any action that might connected with Britain to return a clear vent partition’—true enough. Neither
destabilise his settlements of 1920 andUnionist majority at every election. And . J \+"the Home Rulers before them—

1921". Ehat sfel'gup; W?S (tjnly functlolndal as at.sys'and it was the Home Rulers who were
And— em ot Frotestant communal domination. g iwich constitutionalists.

wThi L These are theminutiae" which

Sta;rl}lts;/ugldseorsgnpdlzibr:i Ovt\),fs,ssé?irt]i;v#h Fanning thinks the rulers of Britain didn't V_Vhat WfaSSinn Fein's galcglated act

ministers were so indifferent to the Pother their heads about. of disinheritance? That it rejected its

treatment of minorities in Ireland North British inheritance by refusing to go to

and South... The result was fifty years ~ Discriminatory repressiondoes not Westminster and to take the Oath of

of persistent discriminatory repression describe the circumstances in which theLoyalty to the Crown?

against Northern Ireland's nationalist nationalist third of the population was

o Cathole iy I e S, peced T oty Gt S e e

the repression of the Protestant minor- |t might be that there wasepression g: : )

ity, although it did suffered discrimina-  of the Protestant minoriti the Oath and still been free to commit

: it the South, . :

tion... was never remotely of the same though | cannot see where it lay. Thattreason under fit, an_d still have been

magnitude..." (p360). 9 . consulted about the line of the Border?

minority was a remnant of a colonial

The Treaty destroyed Lloyd George's caste that failed to do what it was put in Unity or Independence were stark
prospects of remaining prime minister, Ireland for and therefore it had to live in alternatives which the Home Rule Party
but"his excision of the Irish cancer from the culture which it failed to suppress. never faced up to during the thirty years
the British body politic endured for One might choose to call thaepres-  ithad to consider the issue. The collapse
almost half a century..." (p361). sion” but it was certainly not dis- of the Home Rule Party rushed Sinn

What exactly was the Irish cancer in €nfranchisement. Protestants were free~ein into a situation for which the Home
the British body politic? It was the bloc t0 take partin the democratic life of the Rulers had made no preparation. After
of 80 MPs, outside the party system, State and many of them achieved emineniPartition and after the Treaty, Southern
which wanted something that neither POSitions in it. The Northern Catholics politicians were encouraged by British
party was willing to concede, and which Were cut off institutionally from the influence to go for unity and delay on
hung around waiting for balance-of- democratic political life of the state in independence. Nicholas Mansergh, for
power situations in Parliament to exploit, Which they were retained. And they example, criticised them for not doing
disrupting Parliamentary business while Were discriminated against in the first so. But it was independence that was
it waited. This situation came about instance, and gerrymandered against, inachievable and unity that was not. And
because the Whig Party failed to ground ©rder that the subordinate system of subforegoing independence would not have
itself as the party of reform in Ireland 9overnment, on which th8ritish ~ made unity more achievable. De Valera,
under the Union. And its failure, in whole Connection'was made to depend, could in effect, put a marker on unity and went
or part, was due to the refusal of Daniel P& operated. The Dublin Treatyites in for independence. But if had made this
O'Connell, who was a radical Whig in 1922 exhorted the Northern nationalists explicit he would have been denounced
England, to act as a Whig in Ireland. 0 boycott the system and do their utmostfor national treason by the Treatyites.

Partition cut out that cancer. Six 0 Subvertit, to the point of making war ~ The purpose of setting up Northern
County nationalist representation could ©n it. - The Unionists responded with Ireland was not Good Government for
never have desturbed Parliament in thediscrimination and gerrymander. the Six Counties, and those who set it up

i i i . could not conceivably have thought it
way 32 County nationalist representation | was very far from being the case was. Nor was it that)t/hey ere tirged of
had done. that"Ulster's Unionists got precisely what '

. the Irish Question and wanted rid of it.
Protestant Ulster had been Whig andthey wanted" What they wanted, as stated . Q :
o " . , . . ) The Six Counties would not have been
Tory in its politics from the Union to in their 1918 Election campaign, was to . . P ;
. . . the Irish question"if the obvious
1886. The two then merged in a Unionist excluded from the Home Rule project and
: ) : - . - o arrangement had been made for them.
alliance against Home Rule. With the resume political life within the British
o ) . ; And they took a lot of trouble to make
hiving off o the 26 Counties, simple system. That is not what they got. And, oo
I X . the wrong arrangement, and keep it going
Partition would most likely have had when the Northern Ireland project was - : ;

- . ) .. because it was a means of influencing
led to a return to party politics, with launched late in 1919 Carson said N the part of Ireland they were losing
Labour taking the place of the Liberals, Parliament that they did not want it, and '
in a development that would certainly that it had never been their ambition to  Of course they did not imagine that
have involved a substantial part of the govern Catholics. But Whitehall insisted a military/political force like the Provos
Catholic community. that they must govern Catholics outside could arise in nationalist Ireland It took

Catholic Ireland under O'Connell the democracy of the state as a conditionthem only three years to deal with 1918
withdrew itself from British politics. The of retaining "the British connection"” Sinn Fein and get it to make war on
British parties lost ground to the nation- Carson resigned the leadership. The layeiitself. After 45 years all it has managed
alist movement everywhere except of leadership under him mad&he  againstthe Provos are Anthony Mcintyre
Protestant Ulster, but they kept on trying. supreme sacrifice'for the Empire of and the Boston Tapes. It took Whitehall
But in 1921, when thélrish cancer”  accepting exclusion from British politics along generation to grasp that something
was excised, they withdrew from the so that Whitehall might be free to do ajob new had been generated out of its
part of Ireland that wished to remain on Sinn Fein, and be able to say to theNorthern Ireland inferno. Dublin still
within the British state, and set up a Americans Look, we've given not one doesn't grasp it. *

Sinn Fein"could do nothing to pre-



memoir Comentarioy describing and

]Ohl‘l Minahane justifying his actions in the River Plate,
and this was published in 1555.
The Spanish Polemic on Colonisation What interests me here is tBéip-
Part 6 wrecks In the course of it Cabeza de

Vaca remarks thdthe Indians are great
storytellers and liars'(Chapter 29). He
Cabeza de Vaca and What the Indians Wanted_| himselfis undeniably a great story-teller,
= and it has been suggested he's a great
liar. According to Maura, who calls him
el gran burlador the great joker or con
man, "the author of theShipwrecks
included or omitted to include whatever
suited him, as and when it suited hirn".
have no doubt that he omitted things.
For example, he claims to have become
an outstanding medicine man; elsewhere

Introduction first on Galveston (which they called
In previous articles | promised to The Island of Ill-Fate) and then on the
say something about the experience of amainland, in territories where no Span-
Spaniard who spent eight years in Indianiards had ever been before. Various
territories. He was Alvar NuUez Cabeza people have tried to reconstruct their
de Vaca, a man of thhidalgo class journey. There are estimates of about
(minor nobility). In 1527, when he was 8000 kilometres covered in the eight
apout 4Q years old, he Jo_lnt_ad an gxped-years (n(?t wildly dlﬁ_‘erent from Cabeza he says that the medicine men could
ition setting out from Spain intending to de Vaca's own estimate of 2000 leag- . . .
. ! . have two or three wives, while the ordi-
conquer Florida. There were five ships ues).Anyhow, the castaways seem to .
X nary Indian was monogamous. So the
with about 600 men. Cabeza de Vacahave wandered through great stretches . :
" . . question of marriage or polygamy must
was treasurer of the expedition, and heof what is now the southern United States . ) .
. . . . ) have arisen for him, but he says nothing
also held the position a@flguacil mayor  and northern Mexico. Finally, in 1536 .
) o ) .~ _about it (as one would expect). Also,
which was something like chief enforcer. Cabeza de Vaca and three companions . o L
. ; ! : some things in his account are definitely
He was an experienced soldier who hadreached Spanish-held territory and were
: . ; : : . . tall tales, and to what extent he knew
served in Italy, Spain and Navarre. soon telling their story in Mexico City, .
’ : . . that they were tall tales is not easy to
The expedition went first to Hispan- where they made a great sensation. ‘Ldae
iola to take on supplies. About a quarter ~ The following year Cabeza de Vaca judge. . .
. . - : However, | think much of th&hip-
of the men immediately deserted, bec-returned to Spain. While there he wrote )
. . . . " wrecksrings true. | am not concerned
ause the local Spanish colonists madea memoir of the Narvaez expedition and . . . . .
) . . . . with the misleading image which,
attractive proposals about how to gethis own life among the Indians. This . .
: . . . . i . .according to Maura, has predominated
rich without having to go any farther. was published as a book in 1542; later it. : .
. . in works published during the past 25
The ships went on to Cuba for more became known as ttghipwreckgNau- -
. . . - years:"a Christian martyr who, after a
supplies, and the same thing happenedfragios). But originally what he wrote . .
; : : . .. slow transculturation from conquistador
By the time they finally got to the Florida was addressed to King Charles V and it L .
. - to quasi-native, would defend 'the weak
coast there was not much more than halfwas less a memoir than a kind'gfant o ,
- " .. Indian'in the purest style of Las Casas".
of the original troop number. And then proposal’; as Juan F. Maura calls it. ) . .
- : Maura rejects this modern academic
the expedition began to fall apart. Cabeza de Vaca was applying for another_ .. .
. . . ) . ; notion, but he seems to end up confusing
The main reason for this, according and bigger job. His account was meant., = . : .

. it with the image of himself that Cabeza
to Cabeza de Vaca, was the incom-to show that he was an able and reSOUICey . \/aca is trving to conve
petence of Panfilio de Narvaez, the ful man with rich American experience: ying y _
overall commander. He was interestedhe understood the Indians, knew howto ~ "Cabeza de Vaca the conquistador,
in making explorations inland, even treat them fairly, and was well-equipped ~ With an army of up to 10,000 natives
before he had found a proper harbour.to win them over to be good Spanish ?n(rj]tSpanlsh .|nfa;n';rﬁ/ ar(';d muske,teerfs,
The local Indians were generally hostile. subjects and good Christians. The King ' 9"'"9 against the Huaycuru o

. . . . Paraguay, has very little to do with the

They struck threatening attitudes and was impressed, and in 1540 Cabeza de almost hagiographic self-portrait that
signalled to the Span.iards that they Vaca was made governor of the River o paints in theShipwrecks with
should leave, or they fired showers of Plate colony, which included parts of  reference to the treatment given to the
arrows, or they gave a welcome andpresent-day Argentina, Uruguay and |ndians".
then made surprise attacks. WhenParaguay.
capturedb they would talk about a ter-  The new governor's main task was  But what happened, according to
ritory some way distant that had lots of to find a viable route linking the River Cabeza de Vaca, was that the newly-
gold or was worth visiting for some other Plate colony with Peru. During his few converted Guarani Indians came to him
reason, and Narvaez would follow their years in the job he seems to have done as Governor, appealing for protection
suggestions. After futile explorations the good deal of exploration. Among other against their ferocious Guaycurt neigh-
Spaniards returned to their ships, butthings, as protector of the newly-Christian bours who were killing and plundering
then a violent storm scattered them. Guarani people, he successfully madethem. The Governor first asked the
Cabeza de Vaca and some other merwar on their not-yet-Christian enemies, leading clerics whether in these circum-
were shipwrecked on what is now the Guaycurl. But he was outmanoeuv-stances he could make just war on the
Galveston Island, off the coast of Texas.red by his Spanish rivals in the River Guaycurt. When the clerics declared that

After that no further contact was Plate, and in 1544 he was arrested forhe could, he sent messages to the
made with the commander or with any maladministration and sent for trial to Guaycuri demanding that they stop
large group of Spaniards. Cabeza deSpain. Though eventually he was exoner-oppressing the Guarani and give
Vaca's group was soon down to 15ated, he never returned to America. allegiance to the King of Spain. Only
people. They spent the next eight yearsHowever, he did produce a further after their contemptuous refusal did he
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assemble his huge army. And even whenthey set out to sea, but soon they wereominously, the natives began to die
he caught up with the Guaycur( and flung back on shore, exhausted andtoo."The natives fell sick from the

launched his attack on them, he tells usnaked.
that he took care to leave them a path of
flight to the mountains;so that there
would not be great butcheryAnd when

the Guaycurd had been routed (purely
due to the tremendous impression made
by a Spanish cavalry charge) and they
came to him as the vanquished offering
themselves as slaves, Cabeza de Vaca
received them kindly and told them that,
if they were peaceful subjects and good
Christians, they would always have
favoured treatment, better than any other
tribe! Besides, he goes out of his way to
praise not only their excellent physique
and their splendid qualities as fighters
but also their treatment of women. They
treated even captive women well, never
harming them. As for their own women,
"the Guaycurd women have more liberty
than what Queen Isabella gave to the
women of Spain"..-So in terms of
explicit attitudes towards the Indians, |
cannot see much that much difference

looking, they were so frightened as to
turn back. | went to call them, and in

great fear they came. | then gave them
to understand by signs how we had lost
a barge and three of our men had bee
drowned, while before them there lay
two of our men dead, with the others
about to go the same way.

Upon seeing the disaster we had
suffered, our misery and distress, the
Indians sat down with us and all began
to weep out of compassion for our
misfortune, and for more than half an
hour they wept so loud and so sincerely
that it could be heard far away.

Verily, to see beings so devoid of
reason, untutored, so like unto brutes,
yet so deeply moved by pity for us, it
increased my feelings and those of
others in my company for our own

stomach, so that one-half of them died

"At sunset the Indians, thinking we also, and they, believing we had killed
had not left, came to bring us food, but them, and holding it to be certain, they
when they saw us in such a different aggreed among themselves to kill those
attire from before and so strange- of ys who survived Mowever, the man
who was then Cabeza de Vaca's master
(a medicine man?) deduced that the
Spaniards could not be responsible for
rihe fatalities.

"When they came to (kill us) an
Indian who kept me told them not to
believe we were the cause of their dying,
for if we had so much power we would
not have suffered so many of our own
people to perish without being able to
remedy it ourselves. He also told them
there remained but very few of us, and
none of them did any harm or injury, so
that the best was to let us alone. It
pleased Our Lord they should listen to
his advice and counsel and give up their
idea."

The question arose as to what the

between theShipwrecksand the
CommentariesAs will be seen below,
even in theshipwreck$ie envisaged the

misfortune. When the lament was over, Spaniards could do to earn their keep.
| spoke to the Christians and asked themThey were asked to do what they knew
if they would like me to beg the Indians  they weren't qualified to do and thought
to take us to their homes. Some of the ey wouldn't be able to do. In fact, they

men, who had been to New Spain,
answered that it would be unwise, as,
once at their abode, they might sacrifice
us to their idols.

Still, seeing there was no remedy
and that in any other way death was
surer and nearer, | did not mind what
they said, but begged the Indians to
take us to their dwellings, at which they
showed great pleasure, telling us to tarry
yet a little, but that they would do what
we wished."

possibility of waging war against Indians
and explained how it could best be done.

From here on | will only be con-
cerned with theShipwrecksand purely
with what it has to say about relations
between the Spaniards and the Indians.
When the former arrived in large groups,
with weapons, and evidently with
motives more ambitious than survival,
they were generally met with arrows,
and any peaceful encounters were o )
ambiguous and could never be depended APout an hour after arriving at their
on. But as vulnerable, unthreatening '0d9es the Indians began to dance and
people who could be assimilated in somem_ade a great ce!ebratlon that lasted all
fashion into Indian society, Cabeza de Mght- The Spaniards were more con-
Vaca and his companions had a differentVinced than ever they were going to be
experience. The communities they were Sacrificed. However, this proved not to

with seem to have been some of theP€ their hosts' intention.
poorest, living the most precarious lives, ~ SOMe castaways who were washed
in all of America. up on the mainland had a worse time.

"Five Christians, quartered on the coast,
The Shipwrecks were driven to such an extremity that

| take up the story from the time of they ate each other up until but one

their arrival on Galveston, the Island of "€mained, who being Ielft alone, there
ll-Fate, using an old translation by Was nobody to eat himAnd when the
Fanny Bandelier that comes in handy. Indla_ns _heard about this Christian
The handful of washed-up Spaniards Wascannlballs"m... they were shocked and
soon confronted by a hundred Indian @PPalled!"There was such an uproar
bowmen. With no hope of resistance or @mong them, that | verily believe if they
escape, they signalled their peacefulhad seen this at the beginning they would
intentions. The Indians accepted this ang"@ve killed them, and we all would have
brought them food. Afterwards, feeling P€€n in great danger.

fortified, they tried to relaunch their boat, Within a short space of time a total
and they stripped off all their clothes the of eighty Spaniards in this part of the
better to drag it out of the sand. Then expedition was reduced to fifteen. Then,

found they could do it admirably.

"On the island | have spoken of they
wanted to make medicine men of us
without any examination or asking for
our diplomas, because they cure
diseases by breathing on the sick, and
with that breath and their hands they
drive the ailment away. So they sum-
moned us to do the same in order to be
at least of some use. We laughed, taking
it for a jest, and said that we did not
understand how to cure.

Thereupon they withheld our food
to compel us to do what they wanted.
Seeing our obstinacy, an Indian told
me that | did not know what | said by
claiming that what he knew was useless,
because stones and things growing out
in the field have their virtues, and he,
with a heated stone, placing it on the
stomach, could cure and take away pain,
so that we, who were wiser men, surely
had greater power and virtue.

At last we found ourselves in such
stress as to have to do it, without risking
any punishment. Their manner of curing
is as follows: When one is ill they call
in a medicine man, and after they are
well again not only do they give him
all they have, but even things they strive
to obtain from their relatives. All the
medicine man does is to make a few
cuts where the pain is located and then
suck the skin around the incisions. They
cauterize with fire, thinking it very
effective, and | found it to be so by my
own experience. Then they breathe on
the spot where the pain is and believe



that with this the disease goes away.
The way we treated the sick was to

make over them the sign of the cross

while breathing on them, recite a Pater

noster and Ave Maria, and pray to God, In due course Cabeza de Vaca
Our Lord, as best we could to give

them good health and inspire them to learned that another officer from the

do us some favors. Thanks to His will Narvaez expedition was staying with
and the mercy He had upon us, all thoseother Indians not far away. In order to
for whom we prayed, as soon as we be with him it was necessary to enter an
crossed them, told the others that theyarrangement which he describes as
were cured and felt well again. For this slavery. "With this understanding |
they gave us good cheer, and would remained, and they gave me as a slave
rath_er b_e without food themselves s0astg an Indian with whom Dorantes
to give it to us, and they gave us hides giayeq " Having made such bargains,
and other small things. the Indians took it badly if a Spaniard
However, it seems that as well as broke the agreement by trying to run
curing people Cabeza de Vaca wasaway. A captured fugitive might be
required to do heavy physical labour. beaten badly and have, say, an arm
" had to remain with those same Pi€rced by anarrow, or worse. But there
Indians of the island for more than one Were times when Cabeza de Vaca was
year, and as they made me work sodesperate enough to take the risBo
much and treated me so badly | deter-badly was | treated that | had to flee
mined to flee and go to those who live three times from my masters, and they
in the woods on the mainland, and who all went in my pursuit ready to kill me.
are called those from (of) Charruco But God, Our Lord, in His infinite
I could no longer stand the life | was goodness, protected and saved my life."
compelled to lead. Among many other However, even a successful change

troubles | had to pull the eatable roots of masters might only be a move from
out of the water and from among the the frvina- into the fi |

canes where they were buried in the . € Irying-pan into the fire. in one
ground, and from this my fingers had Instance,

become so tender that the mere touch "the Christians escaped through
of a straw caused them to bleed." flight, and remained with the other

Indians, whose slaves they agreed to
become. But, although serving them,
they were so ill-treated, that no slaves,
nor men in any condition of life, were

would bring them what they needed,
and those who did not know me would
desire and endeavour to meet me for
the sake of my fame."”

On the mainland he found a better
occupation.

"l improved my condition a little by

becoming a trader, doing the bestin it |
could, and (the Indians) gave me food
and treated me well. They entreated me
to go about from one part to another to
get the things they needed, as on account
of constant warfare there is neither

ever so abused. Not content with cuffing
and beating them and pulling out their
beards for mere pastime, they killed
three out of the six only because they
went from one lodge to another.”

Among the miseries of Indian-style
life, the mosquitoes had their prominent

of seashells and cockles, and shells Withplace. .B'g fires of damp and rotten wood
which they cut a fruit which is like a Were lit to make smoke to keep them
bean, used by them for healing and in @vay."The whole night we did not do

their dances and feasts. This is of anything but weep from the smoke that
greatest value among them, besideswent to our eyes, and the heat from the
shell-beads and other objects. Thesefires was so insufferable that we would
things | carried inland, and in exchange go to the shore for rest. And when,
brought back hides and red ochre with sometimes, we were able to sleep, the

which they rub and dye their faces and |ngjans roused us again with blows to
hair; flint for arrow points, glue and go and kindle the fires."

hard canes where-with to make them,

and tassels made of the hair of deer, However, atime came when the four
which they dye red. This trade suited surviving Spaniards (or actually three

me well because it gave me liberty to Spaniards and a dark-skinned Arab) once
go wherever | pleased; | was not bound 54ain lived with Indian communities

t/(\)/hdo anytring ?rt‘g ”Ot Iontgzr a Sla"l'le' who properly appreciated their talents
erever | went they treated me Well, ong treated them well.

and gave me to eat for the sake of my
wares. My principal object in doing it,
however, was to find out in what
manner | might get further away. |
became well known among them; they
rejoiced greatly when seeing me and |

travel nor barter in the land.
My stock consisted mainly of pieces

"They lodged Dorantes and the negro
at the house of a medicine man, and me
and Castillo at that of another. These
Indians speak another language and are
called Avavares. They were those who

used to fetch bows to ours and barter
with them, and, although of another
nation and speech, they understand the
idiom of those with whom we formerly
were and had arrived there on that very
day with their lodges. Forthwith they
offered us many tunas, because they
had heard of us and of how we cured
and of the miracles Our Lord worked
through us. And surely, even if there
had been no other tokens, it was
wonderful how He prepared the way
for us through a country so scantily
inhabited, causing us to meet people
where for a long time there had been
none, saving us from so many dangers,
not permitting us to be killed,
maintaining us through starvation and
distress and moving the hearts of the
people to treat us well, as we shall tell
further on.

On the night we arrived there some
Indians came to Castillo complaining
that their heads felt very sore and
begging him for relief. As soon as he
had made the sign of the cross over
them and recommended them to God,
at that very moment the Indians said
that all the pain was gone. They went
back to their abodes and brought us
many tunas and a piece of venison,
something we did not know any more
what it was, and as the news spread
that same night there came many other
sick people for him to cure, and each
brought a piece of venison, and so many
there were that we did not know where
to store the meat. We thanked God for
His daily increasing mercy and
kindness, and after they were all well
they began to dance and celebrate and
feast until sunrise of the day following."

There was one cure that the Spanish

medicine men might pardonably have
felt proud of, though their historian gives
all the credit to God. They were asked
to attend a man who was said to be on
the point of death. Only three of them
went (the fourth was very timid and
always afraid that his sins would prevent
a successful cure).

"When | came close to their ranches
| saw that the dying man we had been
called to cure was dead, for there were
many people around him weeping and
his lodge was torn down, which is a
sign that the owner has died. | found
the Indian with eyes up turned, without
pulse and with all the marks of
lifelessness. At least so it seemed to
me, and Dorantes said the same. |
removed a mat with which he was
covered, and as best | could prayed to
Our Lord to restore his health, as well
as that of all the others who might be in
need of it, and after having made the
sign of the cross and breathed on him
many times they brought his bow and
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presented it to me, and a basket of
ground tunas, and took me to many
others who were suffering from vertigo.
They gave me two more baskets of

quest of food. Whenever they work they travelled with them would never eat
suffer greatly from hunger." anything they had killed, even if they
were dying with hunger, unless the

(Their best workers, in fact, were Spaniards blessed it firstThe women

tunas, which | left to the Indians that the homosexuals.

had come with us. Then we returned to
our quarters.

Our Indians to whom | had given
the tunas remained there, and at night
returned telling, that the dead man
whom | attended to in their presence
had resuscitated, rising from his bed,
had walked about, eaten and talked to
them, and that all those treated by me
were well and in very good spirits. This
caused great surprise and awe, and all
over the land nothing else was spoken
of. All who heard it came to us that we
might cure them and bless their
children.”

But again, in these desperately poor
communities it was impossible not to be
hungry, and a medicine man with Span-
ish physique could be called upon to do
hard physical labour.

"While with those, we suffered more
from hunger than among any of the
others. In the course of a whole day we
did not eat more than two handfuls of
the fruit, which was green and contained
so much milky juice that our mouths
were burnt by it. As water was very
scarce, whoever ate of them became

"During the time | was among them
| saw something very repulsive, namely,
a man married to another. Such are
impotent and womanish beings, who
dress like women and perform the office
of women, but use the bow and carry

brought us tunas, spiders, worms, and
whatever else they could find, for they
would rather starve than partake of
anything that had not first passed
through our hands."

Going wherever their escort took

big loads. Among these Indians we saw them, they found themselves involved
many of them; they are more robust in peculiar customs which they could
than the other men, taller, and can bearnot comprehend. At one particular

heavy burthens.")

"Again, they would make me scrape
skins and tan them, and the greatest
luxury | enjoyed was on the day they
would give me a skin to scrape, because
| scraped it very deep in order to eat the
parings, which would last me two or
three days. It also happened to us, while
being with these Indians and those
before mentioned, that we would eat a
piece of meat which they gave us, raw,
because if we broiled it the first Indian
coming along would snatch and eat it;
it seemed useless to take any pains, in
view of what we might expect; neither
were we particular to go to any trouble
in order to have it broiled and might
just as well eat it raw."

Cabeza de Vaca had had time to

very thirsty. And we finally grew so  spydy the Indians' strengths and weak-

hungry that we purchased two dogs, in
exchange for nets and other things, and
a hide with which | used to cover
myself. | have said already that through
all that country we went naked, and not
being accustomed to it, like snakes we
shed our skin twice a year. Exposure to
the sun and air covered our chests and
backs with big sores that made it very
painful to carry the big and heavy loads,
the ropes of which cut into the flesh o
our arms.

nesses.

"Their eyesight, hearing and senses
in general are better, | believe, than
those of any other men upon earth. They
can stand, and have to stand, much
hunger, thirst and cold, being more
accustomed and used to it than others."

They were doughty warriors on their

¢ own terrain, and the Spaniards needed
to know what would work against them

The country is so rough and and whatwould not.

overgrown that often after we had
gathered firewood in the timber and
dragged it out, we would bleed freely
from the thorns and spines which cut
and slashed us wherever they touched.
Sometimes it happened that | was
unable to carry or drag out the firewood
after | had gathered it with much loss
of blood. In all that trouble my only
relief or consolation was to remember
the passion of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,
and the blood He shed for me, and to
ponder how much greater His sufferings
had been from the thorns, than those |
was then enduring. | made a contract
with the Indians to make combs, arrows,
bows and nets for them. Also we made
matting of which their lodges are
constructed and of which they are in
very great need, for, although they know
how to make it, they do not like to do

"They receive little damage from our
crossbows and muskets. On the
contrary, the Indians laugh at those
weapons, because they are not danger-
ous to them on the plains over which
they roam. They are only good in
narrows and in swamps.

Horses are what the Indians dread
most, and by means of which they will
be overcome.

Whoever has to fight Indians must
take great care not to let them think he
is disheartened or that he covets what
they own; in war they must be treated
very harshly, for should they notice
either fear or greed, they are the people
who know how to abide their time for
revenge and to take courage from the
fears of their enemy."

The Spaniards were taken on tours

any work, in order to be able to go in as virtuoso medicine men. Those who

village,

"the whole night they spent in cele-
bration and dancing, and the next
morning they brought us every living
soul of that village to be touched by us
and to have the cross made over them,
as with the others. Then they gave to
the women of the other village who
had come with their own a great many
arrows. The next day we went on, and
all the people of that village with us,
and when we came to other Indians
were as well received as anywhere in
the past; they also gave us of what they
had and the deer they had killed during
the day. Among these we saw a new
custom. Those who were with us took
away from those people who came to
get cured their bows and arrows, their
shoes and beads, if they wore any, and
placed them before us to induce us to
cure the sick. As soon as these had
been treated they went away contented
and saying they felt well.

So we left there also, going to others,
by whom we were also very well
received, and they brought us their sick,
who, after we had made the sign of the
cross over them, would say they were
healed, and he who did not get well
still believed we might cure him. And
at what the others whom we had treated
told they rejoiced and danced so much
as not to let us sleep.

After we left those we went to many
other lodges, but thence on there
prevailed a new custom. While we were
received very well everywhere, those
who came with us would treat those
who received us badly, taking away
their belongings and plundering their
homes, without leaving them anything.
It grieved us very much to see how
those who were so good to us were
abused. Besides, we dreaded lest this
behavior might cause trouble and strife.
But as we could not venture to interfere
or punish the transgressors, we had to
wait until we might have more authority
over them. Furthermore, the sufferers
themselves, noticing how we felt,
comforted us by saying we should not
worry; that they were so happy at seeing
us as to gladly lose their own,
considering it to be well employed, and
besides, that further on they would



repay themselves from other Indians
who were very rich. On that whole

journey we were much worried by the

number of people following us. We

could not escape them, although we
tried, because they were so anxious to
touch us, and so obtrusive that in three
hours we could not get through with

them.

authority, since they hold these
ceremonial objects very high. Our
companions sacked the dwellings, but
as there were many and they only few
in number, they could not carry away
all they took, so that more than half
was left to waste."

The Spaniards, sensing they were

The following day they brought us coming near to Spanish-held territories,

all the people of the village; most of pe

them had one eye clouded, while others
were totally blind from the same cause,
at which we were amazed. They are
well built, of very good physique, and
whiter than any we had met until then.

gan trying to dictate the route. The .,
Indians kept being evasive and making g
excuses, until eventually the Spaniards
became angry. Soon the Indians capitul-
ated and told them not to be angry: they

There we began to see mountains, andVould be taken wherever they wished,

it seemed as if they swept down from
the direction of the North Sea, and so,
from what the Indians told us, we
believe they are fifteen leagues from
the ocean.

From there we went with the Indians
towards the mountains aforesaid, and
they took us to some of their relatives.
They did not want to lead us anywhere
but to their own people, so as to prevent
their enemies having any share in the
great boon which, as they fancied, it
was to see us.

At daybreak the same Indians we
had left the day before surprised the
lodges, and, as the people were un-
prepared, in fancied security, and had
neither time nor place to hide anything,
they were stripped of all their chattels,
at which they wept bitterly. In
consolation, the robbers told them that
we were children of the sun, and had
the power to cure or kill, and other lies,
bigger even than those which they
invent to suit their purposes. They also
enjoined them to treat us with great
reverence, and be careful not to arouse
our wrath; to give us all they had and
guide us to where there were many
people, and that wherever we should
come to they should steal and rob
everything the others had, such being
the custom.

After giving these instructions, and
teaching the people how to behave, they
returned, and left us with these Indians,
who, mindful of what the others had
said, began to treat us with the same
respect and awe, and we travelled in
their company for three days. They took
us to where there were many Indians,
and went ahead to tell them of our
coming, repeating what they had heard
and adding much more to it, for all
these Indians are great gossipers and
liars, particularly when they think it to
be to their benefit. As we neared the
lodges all the inmates came out to
receive us, with much rejoicing and
display, and, among other things, two
of their medicine-men gave us two
gourds. Thence onward we carried
gourds, which added greatly to our

"We feigned to be angry still, so as
to keep them in suspense, and then a
singular thing happened.

On that same day many fell sick,
and on the next day eight of them died!
All over the country, where it was
known, they became so afraid that it
seemed as if the mere sight of us would
kill them. They besought us not to be
angry nor to procure the death of any
more of their number, for they were
convinced that we killed them by
merely thinking of it. In truth, we were
very much concerned about it, for,
seeing the great mortality, we dreaded
that all of them might die or forsake us
in their terror, while those further on,
upon learning of it, would get out of
our way hereafter. We prayed to God
our Lord to assist us, and the sick began
to get well...

All those people believed that we
came from Heaven. What they do not
understand or is new to them, they are
wont to say it comes from above.

We exercised great authority over
them, and carried ourselves with much
gravity, and, in order to maintain it,
spoke very little to them. It was the

shipped as our Lord; that we did as he
ordered us to do, all good things coming
from his hand, and that if they were to

do the same they would become very
happy; and so well were they inclined

that, had there been a language in which
we could have made ourselves perfectly
understood, we would have left them

all Christians."

As they approached Spanish-held

"They brought us blankets, which
they had been concealing from the
Christians, and gave them to us, and
told us how the Christians had pene-
trated into the country before, and had
destroyed and burnt the villages, taking
with them half of the men and all the
women and children, and how those
who could escaped by flight. Seeing
them in this plight, afraid to stay
anywhere, and that they neither would
nor could cultivate the soil, preferring
to die rather than suffer such cruelties,
while they showed the greatest pleasure
at being with us, we began to apprehend
that the Indians who were in arms
against the Christians might ill-treat us
in retaliation for what the Christians
did to them. But when it pleased God
our Lord to take us to those Indians,
they respected us and held us precious,
as the former had done, and even a
litle more, at which we were not a
little astonished, while it clearly shows
how, in order to bring those people to
Christianity and obedience unto Your
Imperial Majesty, they should be well
treated, and not otherwise."

When they finally made contact with

the ruling colonial Spanish, the Indians
who accompanied them did not believe
they could possibly be the same breed

negro who talked to them all the time; of people.

he inquired about the road we should
follow, the villages etc; in short, about
everything we wished to know... We
came across a great variety and number
of languages, and God our Lord favored
us with a knowledge of all, because
they always could understand us and
we understood them, so that when we
asked they would answer by signs, as if
they spoke our tongue and we theirs;
for, although we spoke six languages,
not everywhere could we use them,
since we found more than a thousand
different ones. In that part of the country
those who were at war would at once
make peace and become friendly to each
other, in order to meet us and bring us
all they possessed; and thus we left the
whole country at peace.

We told them, by signs which they
understood, that in Heaven there was a
man called God, by us, who had created
Heaven and earth, and whom we wor-

"Thereupon we had many and bitter
quarrels with the Christians, for they
wanted to make slaves of our Indians,
and we grew so angry at it that at our
departure we forgot to take along many
bows, pouches and arrows, also the five
emeralds, and so they were left and lost
to us. We gave the Christians a great
many cow-skin robes, and other objects,
and had much trouble in persuading the
Indians to return home and plant their
crops in peace. They insisted upon
accompanying us until, according to
their custom, we should be in the
custody of other Indians, because
otherwise they were afraid to die;
besides, as long as we were with them,
they had no fear of the Christians and
of their lances. At all this the Christians
were greatly vexed, and told their own
interpreter to say to the Indians how we
were of their own race, but had gone
astray for a long while, and were people
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of no luck and little heart, whereas they
were the lords of the land, whom they
should obey and serve.

The Indians gave all that talk of theirs
little attention. They parleyed among
themselves, saying that the Christians
lied, for we had come from sunrise,
while the others came from where the
sun sets; that we cured the sick, while
the others killed those who were
healthy; that we went naked and
shoeless, whereas the others wore
clothes and went on horseback and with
lances. Also, that we asked for nothing,
but gave away all we were presented
with, meanwhile the others seemed to
have no other aim than to steal what
they could, and never gave anything to
anybody. In short, they recalled all our
deeds, and praised them highly,
contrasting them with the conduct of
the others.

This they told the interpreter of the
Christians, and made understood to the
others by means of a language they
have among them, and by which we
understood each other. We call those
who use that language properly
Primahaitu, which means the same as
saying Bizcayans. For more than four
hundred leagues of those we travelled,
we found this language in use, and the
only one among them over that extent
of country. Finally, we never could
convince the Indians that we belonged
to the other Christians, and only with
much trouble and insistency could we
prevail upon them to go home."

Eventually the Indians were per-

hunger nor thirst, nor any other wants
etc.; only the greatest imaginable glory.
But that those who would not believe
in Him nor obey His commandments
he thrust into a huge fire beneath the
earth and into the company of demons,
where the fire never went out, but
tormented them forever. Moreover, he
said that if they became Christians and
served God in the manner we directed,
the Christians would look upon them
as brethren and treat them very well,
while we would command that no harm
should be done to them; neither should
they be taken out of their country, and
the Christians would become their great
friends. If they refused to do so, then
the Christians would ill treat them and
carry them away into slavery.

To this they replied through the
interpreter that they would be very good
Christians and serve God.

Upon being asked whom they
worshipped and to whom they offered
sacrifices, to whom they prayed for
health and water for the fields, they
said, to a man in Heaven. We asked
what was his name, and they said Aguar,
and that they believed he had created
the world and everything in it.

We again asked how they came to
know this, and they said their fathers
and grandfathers had told them, and
they had known it for a very long time;
that water and all good things came
from him. We explained that this being
of whom they spoke was the same we
called God, and that thereafter they
should give Him that name and worship

crosses; in short, complying with what
we had sent them word to do. Day after
day we were getting news of how all
was being done and completed.

Fifteen days after our arrival Alcaraz
came in with the Christians who had
been raiding, and they told the captain
how the Indians had descended from
the mountains and settled on the plains;
also that villages formerly deserted were
not well populated, and how the Indians
had come out to receive them with
crosses in their hands, had taken them
to their houses, giving them of what
they had, and how they slept the night
there. Amazed at these changes and at
the sayings of the Indians who said
they felt secure, he ordered that no harm
be done to them, and with this they
departed. May God in his infinite mercy
grant that in the days of Your Majesty
and under your power and sway, these
people become willingly and sincerely
subjects of the true Lord Who created
and redeemed them. We believe they
will be, and that your Majesty is
destined to bring it about, as it will not
be at all difficult."

Cabeza de Vaca saves one of his

most remarkable statements till near the
end.

"For two thousand leagues did we
travel, on land, and by sea in barges,
besides ten months more after our
rescue from captivity; untiringly did we
walk across the land, but nowhere did
we meet either sacrifices or idolatry."

Comments on the account

suaded to come back out of hiding
(though some could not be fouris
the Christians had again driven them
into the wildernessThe current military
commander swore he would never hurt
them or make slaves of them—unless
and until his superiors told him to. And
once again the Indians received a lecture
about the Christian religion; this time,
inevitably, the physical and spiritual
terrors facing the unwilling were em-
phasised a bit more. Nonetheless,
according to Cabeza de Vaca, the
positive part of the message was much
appreciated and responded to with
enthusiasm.

"Melchior Diaz told the interpreter
to speak to the Indians in our name and
say that he came in the name of God,
Who is in heaven, and that we had
travelled the world over for many years,
telling all the people we met to believe
in God and serve Him, for He was the
Lord of everything upon earth, Who
rewarded the good, whereas to the bad
ones He meted out eternal punishment
of fire. That when the good ones died
He took them up to heaven, where all
lived forever and there was neither

and serve Him as we commanded, when Lm \
they would fare very well. Examining this account, one can see

They replied that they understood that Cabeza de Vaca was enabled to
us thoroughly and would do as we had make himself useful, during the eight
told. years that he spent with Indian communi-

As soon as the Indians had left for ties in three ways.
their homes and the people of that  pigily he did heavy manual labour.
province got news of what had taken Somebody had to do it, and Cabeza de
place with us, they, being friends of the Vaca was surely a robust addition to the

Christians, came to see us, bringing
beads and feathers. We ordered themnormal labour force of women and old

to build churches and put crosses inMen. The younger Indian men were
them, which until then they had not Profoundly averse to manual occupa-
done. We also sent for the children of tions: working made a man unbearably
the chiefs to be baptized, and then thehungry and spoiled him for hunting.

captain pledged himself before God not  Now, as a matter of fact, the last
to make any raid, or allow any to be thing any Spaniard wanted to do in
made, or slaves captured from the aomerica was to end up working man-
people and in the country we had set at 5y For Cabeza de Vaca ahidalgg,

Eeace a(??lrl}:l Th'ls vow ?FHprol\r/lnlsed it would not have been normal even in
eep and fulfil so long until His Majesty Spain. He nonetheless found he could

and the Governor, Nufio de Guzman,d it if h v had iah
or the Viceroy, in his name, would o itif he really had to. One might see

ordain something else better adapted tothiS as slavery, as he sometimes does
the service of God and of His Majesty. himself. But maybe if he had wandered
After baptizing the children we left less between tribes and tried harder to
for the village of San Miguel, where, 2ssimilate, he might in time have
on our arrival, Indians came and told achieved the exempted status—and the
how many people were coming down authentic visceral horror of work that
from the mountains, settling on the went with it.
plain, building churches and erecting Secondly, he was useful as a trader.



There was so much conflict between thelong-term effects on the native Indian SOURCES
Indian communities that no ordinary populations resulting from the violent ~ The original of theShipwrecksand the
Indian could have been credible in the imposition and maintenance of Christian Commentariess in Alvar NuUez Cabeza
merchant's role. In territories where power. de VacaNaufragios y comentariq#/adrid
Spaniards had not yet been seen, Cabeza 1922). There have been many English
de Vaca was not recognisably anyone’'s  Juan F. Maura is irritated by super- anslations of theShipwrecks(the first
. . - . appeared in 1626). The version used here is
enemy. (He did the qu SO well that he C|I|ou_s Anglo—Saxons commenting on by Fanny BandelierThe Journey of Alvar
feel_s a need to explain himself: my real Spanish hlstory, and undgrstandably_so.NuUez Cabeza de Vaca and His Companions
motive, he says, was to see how far IWould the Indian populations of Latin fom Fiorida to the Pacific(New York
could go.) America have done better, he asks, if 1905). Fanny Bandelier ignores the chapter
His third role is the most interesting. they had come under the rule of the divisions in the original, as | do also. The
Like everyone else, the Indians wanted British? Surely, a glance at the history sections quoted here are all in sequence,
the best possible relationship with the of North America suggests that they except for some small fragments.
gods, or (since Cabeza de Vaca says havould actually have fared worse? The ~ Juan F. MauraFl gran burlador de
never came across idolatry) let's call native Indian populations would now be America: Alvar NuUez Cabeza de Vaca
them the powers of good and evil much smaller, and the Creole popul- (Valencia 2011) has much interesting

fortune. To facilitate this was the task of ations would be smaller also, since the formation, though its more concerned with
Cabeza de Vaca in the River Plate.

the medicine man. Evidently the Indian Anglo-Saxons (at least since they took
medicine men, who make an impressivetheir Puritan turn) did not like to mix.—

to in the introduction.

showing in their Spanish colleague's Those are valid points. But they should
account, understood that the Spaniardsiot cloud the issues which were raised 9rant proposal”:Maura p. 16.

could make large contributions in their in Spain and Spanish America in the
own field of expertise. Far from resenting early 16th century, before the Anglo-
them as competitors, they took the Saxons had yet shown what they were,

so there would not be

Notes given here are for matters referred

"the author of th&hipwrecks.":ibid. p. 281.

"a Christian martyr who...": ibid. p. 251.
Cabeza de Vaca the conquistador...":ibid. p. 9.
great

Spaniards to lodge in their own quarters, capable of doing to large parts of the butchery"Naufragios y comentariqs 217.

explained to them why they should begin world.

healing, and arranged for material

pressure of the most effective kind when try to say more on these matters.

the Spaniards showed reluctanc

In the final article of this series | will
liberty...":ibid. p. 219.

Captive women were treated well:ibid. p. 201.
"The GuaycuraG women have more

Making all due allowances for Cabe
de Vaca's gifts as a storyteller, the expdri-

conduct spectacular missions in this
that Catholic diocese.

according to Eugene O'Curry and mys¢gff,
had once felt a need for a more power
religious system, but without wishing t
abandon all that was their own, it appedrs
that the guiding minds in those Indi
communities that Cabeza de Vada
encountered felt a need for more powgr-
ful spiritual resources. Anyone wh
could supply those would be met wi
receptive goodwill. The peacefully
preached Catholicism advocated Ry
Bartolomé de Las Casas had a good dal
going in its favour. Of course, once t
Indians made it their own, this Catholig-
ism might turn out rather odd (lik
Catholicism in Ireland), if judged by
strict Roman standard. But as preacher
after preacher would complain f
centuries to come, Catholicism amor}g
the Indians would be odd in any casg.
Las Casas-style Catholicism might stfl
have achieved an unmatched pr-
eminence, but without the destructi

1. Ré1s1n Dub.

A Ro61s1n nd biod bRON ORT € AR E1RIS DUIT,

CA na bRAITRE 45 TEACT TAR SAlle 15180 45 TR1IALL AR MUIR,
Ciocraro 0o paroun 6n bPApa 1s 6n Roim anoir,

Is N sparRALraR rion Spainneac aR mo Roisin Dub.

1s raoa an Ré1m 00 Lig mé 6 INNE S0 0T1 INM,
Crasna sléibte 50 noeacas Lé € Seolts AR MUIR,
1s an €1rne 00 ¢AIC Mé ve LéIm é 1O MOR é AN SRUT
Is H1 ceol téan AR 34¢ To0H Diom 1s mo Roisin Oub.

MaIRb ci Mé, & brIvEaE, 1S NARD FeARRDE DUIT,

1s 50 bruil m'anam 1sTIS 1 NSeAN ORT 'S N1 INNE NA INMy;
O’F43 Th Lag anbpann mé 1 ngné 1s 1 SCRUT -

NA resll orRM 1s Mé 1 ngean orc, a Ro1sin Dub.

Swbalyamn péin an ORGET Leac 1S FAsals SUIRT,

Mar sl 50 braisinn RGN vait N6 PAIRT Dem Toil.

A CR401DIN CUMRA4, Jeallals Domsa 30 Ra1b IRA A5AT DOM -
'S SurRAb 1 Fior-scot na Muman 1, mo Ro61sin Dub.

‘D4 mbead seisrest 435am tReabrainn in 43410 na scnoc,
1s véanramn soiscésl 1 LAR an aiprinn 00 mo Roisin Oub,
Déarpainn pos oon ¢ailin 65 a béarrad a hoige dom,

Is Déanrainn cleas AR ¢Ul an Lessa Le mo Roisin Oub.

Dero an €irne 'na cuilcib créans 1s REabraRr cnoic,

Derd an FarRRAISE 'Na TONNTATD DEARTA 1S DOIRTEEAR Fuil,
Derd saé sleann slétbe ar puo €ireann 1S moINTE AR CRIC,
L& é151n sul & n-6aspa1® mo Roé1sin Oub.
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Same-Sex Marriage
W.T. Cosgrave
Mary O'Rourke
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spans almost every society in history."

The court has argued that the political

process should be respected, saying that
it "is dangerous and demeaning to the
citizenry to assume that we, and only we
[i.e., the judges], can fairly understand
the arguments for and against gay
marriage".

What happens to marriage next in

America will depend on what decisions
are made by the U.S. Supreme Court.
(News Week|yMelbourne, 22.11.2014)

Same-Sex Marriage referenda/legislation that had defined

*

After a long string of court victories, marriage as being between one man andv.T. Cosgrave

the American campaign to redefine one woman only.

marriage has lost a major case in the It now appears that the conflicting
powerful US Court of Appeals for the decisions between these powerful courts
6th Circuit. The decision will have far- will be taken to America's highest court,
reaching consequences. the US Federal Supreme Court.

At recent referenda in the states of  Until now, the Supreme Court has
Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennes- refused to intervene in decisions by the
see, clear majorities of voters supportedcourts of appeals involving the definition
natural marriage. However, activist of marriage.
judges in lower courts subsequently ruled  The Court says that people ddnéed
that these referenda decisions werethe government's encouragement to have
unconstitutional, effectively allowing sex"or "to propagate the specigsbut
marriage to be completely redefined to people"may well need the government's
include same-sex couples. encouragement to create and maintain

In response to these court decisions,stable relationships within which children
an appeal was made to one of America'smay flourish’
most senior courts, the Court of Appeals  This need for marriage policy is
for the 6th Circuit. Last week, this court based on human nature:
overturned the lower court rulings and
upheld the original referenda decisions
in favour of man-woman only marriage
in the four states under its jurisdiction.

The 6th Circuit decision follows two
other Federal Court decisions in Louis-
iana and Puerto Rico that upheld man-  1he Court has also answered the
woman only marriage and rejected same-2rgument that banning same-sex couples
sex marriage. from marriage is I|I_<e bannlqg a black

A few points about the US judicial P€rson from marrying a white person.

system help to explain the importance NS referred to a time in American
of the 6th Circuit decision. history, not so long ago, when interracial

"It is not society's laws, or for that
matter any one religion's laws, but
nature's laws (that men and women
complement each other biologically),
that created the policy imperative."

"Professor Michael Laffan said his
research into one of the founders of the
State had revealed 'a much more rounded
figure, although he could be ruthless also'.
During the Civil War, W.T.'s government
imprisoned around 10,000 anti-treaty
soldiers 'to save the three million people
in the country', W.T. had said'lrish
Independentl4.12.2014).

"Cosgrave's hard-line stance co-
incided with that of cabinet colleagues,
but it was also consistent with his views
before he became Chairman of the
Provisional government. Despite his mild
manner his approach was unyielding, and
he was determined that there would be
no compromise, no ‘armed truce'. In an
interview towards the end of the conflict
he declared bluntly 'l am not going to
hesitate if the country is to live aifdve
have to exterminate ten thousand
Republicansthe three millions of our
people is bigger than this ten thousand'.
He must have found it reassuring that
the government's aim was to enforce and
carry out 'the Law of God' in Ireland. In
Reading Jail in 1918 his fellow-prisoners
were reported to have given him the
nicknames 'Gentle Willie' and 'Holy
Willie'. there was little sign of gentleness
now." Judging W.T. CosgrayMichael
Laffan, Royal Irish Academy, 2014).

The US has 10 Circuit Courts of Marriage was prohibited in some states.

Appeal, each covering a designated _AS the Court rightly notes, when the
cluster of states. US Supreme Court struck down bans on

They are considered among the mostinterraciall marriage in 1967,"'mddres—_
powerful and influential courts in the S€d,and rightly corrected, an unconstitu-
US, because of their ability to set legal iona! eligibility requirement for mar-
precedents in regions that cover millions [1@g€; it did not create a new definition
of Americans. They have strong policy °f marriage"

influence on United States law. The Court goes on to acknowledge

The 6th Circuit's decision—in favour that same-sex couples have experienced,

Mary O'Rourke:

"l am always disturbed that Micheal
Martin, as leader of the party, never
stands up for Brian or defends his
memory in Dail Eireann"

(Brian Lenihan: In Calm and in
Crisis. Edited by Brian Murphy, Mary
O'Rourke and Noel Whelan, Irish
Academic Press. 122.45.).

of natural marriage for Michigan, Ohio, unjust discrimination under some laws,

*kkk * *kkkkk

Kentucky and Tennessee—places it inbut marriage laws are not a form of Kierkegaard:

direct conflict with contrary decisions discrimination against such couples:
of the 4th, 7th, 9th and 10th Circuit

"We also cannot deny that the
Courts.

"Life has to be lived forwards but

can only be understood backwards":

These latter courts had ruled in
favour of redefining marriage in about

two dozen states by overturning state

institution of marriage arose inde- S@ren Aabye Kierkegaard (1813, 1855)
pendently of this record of discrimina- Danish Philosopher.

tion. The traditional definition of mar- ™=
riage goes back thousands of years and

*kkkkk

More VOX on page 8
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