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for the overthrow of the dictatorship, and even the traditional
Editorial communal forces organised by religion were quiescent as they
were gradually drawn into the functioning of the State.
Democracy was imposed by invasion and incitement to
rebellion.

In 2003 the most powerful military force in the world
destroyed the liberal regime of state of the dictatorship. (A
viable dictatorship acts by means of a regime of state no less
than a democratically-elected Government does.) It incited

Il‘aqi WhO IS RESPOHSible?_ the populace to rebellion. What the democratic rebellion,

The contribution of the Irish State to the Ameranglian wagncouraged by the all-powerful conqueror, brought into action,

of destruction on Iraq in 2003 was slight. And it was despicabld/hen the regime of State had been destroyed and disgraced,
It was justified at the time by a combination of cynicalwere the traditional elements that existed spontaneously,

idealism and a calculation that a refusal to facilitate the transifdependently of the State. _ _
of American warplanes would be disadvantageous com- Those elements had been passive under the regime. When

mercially. The official justifier was Martin Mansergh. called suddenly into action, to take the place of the disgraced
regime, they could only be what is calfetidamentalist

The idealism said that Saddam Hussein was an evil dictator 1€ Pig problem was that there was not a single
and that it was unquestionably a good thing to get rid of hinf;undamentalism held in check by the regime, but a number of
But the Irish Government had better reasons than most fPnflicting ones. They have been unable to form a new
understand that the evil dictatorship was fostering a Iiberar,'a“Onal regime of any kind, least of all a liberal, secular one.

secular, European mode of life in Irag. There had been . . L . e
extensive Irish trade with Iraq and large numbers of Irish An official British Enquiry into British participation in the

citizens had worked and lived in Irag; many of them workingV&" ©n Iraq has finally reported after inordinate delays._ T_hough
in its National Health Service. chaired by somebody who was close to Tony Blair in the
It required no great political insight to understand that thdrandling of Northern Ir(_aland, it damns his war-making in
liberal, secular mode of life which was flourishing under the>UPstance, though refusing to do so formally. _
dictatorship depended on the dictatorship. _ The Enquiry was set up by Gordon Brown when his turn
Liberalism and Democracy are different things. They aré'nally came to be Pn_me Mmlster. It was his way of getting
often treated as the same thing in Western political slang juEfs own ba_ck on Blair _fo_r breaking the_lr agreement to t_a_ke
now, but for a couple of centuries they were regarded as beifig™S at being Prime Minister and hanging on to the position
incompatible. The British state was conducted on liberal line©°10n9-
by an aristocratic ruling class two hundred years before it was 1he Multi-volume Report, as far as we can gather from
democratised, and much of the opposition to democratisatigi€dia comment, did not deal at all with the nature of the

was based on the apprehension that it would destroy the "belnaqtional state that was treated as an object to be destroyed and
way of life. was unduly concerned with a handful of British military

The liberal system in Iraq was not operated by formafasualties.

democracy. But elements from all the different social bodies ) )
thrown together haphazardly by Britain for an Imperial purpose When the Report came to be discussed by Parliament, the

were drawn into it and a national society was in the course &f200ur Party (which had launched the War) had fallen into the
formation when the invasion ended it. hands of a leader who had opposed it at the time, in Parliament

and on the streets. Corbyn's leadership was being boycotted

Formal bourgeois democracy takes a considerable time fy MOst of the Parliamentary Labour Party. And, when he
construct in a society which lived on very different terms for aapqloglsed in the Commons to the people of Iraq for the Wa_r
thousand years. And it is functional only on the basis of ¥/hich the Party had made on them, he was barracked by his

stable national society. The Iraqi dictatorship was constructin wn back-b_enchg;, many of whom ha_d been implicated n It
such a society. It was drawing people from all sections t was the first British war that was carried out on the authority

traditional society into the functioning of a modern nationalOf the_House of Commons: rgtherthan on the Royal Prerogative
State. In the course of time the routines of formal partygxerused by the Prime Minister.

political democracy would probably have set in as the national  \1edia comment on the Report threw some interesting light
bourgeois society fostered by the dictatorship took root angp, the way the world has been governed during the quarter
came to be taken for granted. century of US dominance.

The US and the UK invaded Iraq, destroyed the regime of - p | Bremer, an American businessman who was Governor
the dictatorship in the name of democratisation, and the seculgf, Irag in the first year of the Occupation (2003-4) was

liberal national society collapsed quickly in the face ofjnterviewed on BBC'dlewsnighprogramme on July 6th:
overwhelming'shock and awe"and incitements to religious

rebellion. "BBC. The de-Baathification process does get criticism in
the Chilcot Report. And do you now accept that it was too

. S - . deep and too ambitious and that it left the country ungovernable?
state with which it had had normal civilised and profitable “Bremer No. | agree there was a mistake made in the de-

relations, genuflected before the catch-criesfi dictatorship’ - Baathification. It wasn't the one the Commission focussed on.
and apologised for having had normal international relations |y important to remember how it came about. It was part of
with it. (This was done by Mansergh.) the pre-War planning—one part that we actually got right. It
was modelled on the de-Nazification programme in Germany

There was no political movement within Iraqi liberal society in 1945 but much milder. It really was designed, the Decree

The Irish Government, instead of making a defence of the



that | signed, to hit only one per cent of the Baath Party, which

itself was only ten per cent of the people. So we're talfjing

about one tenh of one per cent. About 20,000 people. An
it said about them was they could no longer have roles ir
Government. They were perfectly free to go out and set
newspaper if they wanted to, a radio station, a busines
become farmers.

"The problem, and the mistake | made, was turning
implementation of this narrowly drafted decree over to Ir
politicians...

"BBC. What Chilcot said is that the British had though it

should be a much more limited de-Baathification, 5,000,
20 or 30,000: that the British really had very little say in any

this Coalition Provisional Authority Government... and wqre

very often ignored... And Chilcot says that the British vis
was right and your vision was wrong..."

Bremer replied that it was not his vision, but a vis
drawn up before he entered the scene by those who unde

the invasion. The British had access to him the whole §me

and they had not made him aware that they disagreed
what he was doing, and that they wanted something
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The de-Nazification of Germany was much invoked

2003 as the model for Irag. It was inappropriate to the poift of

absurdity.
German society was the society of a national state w
had constructed itself. The society retained, to a conside

extent, a way of life that was independent of the State. Itjhad

for centuries existed in the form of a hundred separate st
all of which were aware of themselves as German
contributed to the achievements of German culture.
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The USA, as a consequence of the Itwas only when the Iragi state gain- only intelligible purpose of them was to
way it had established itself through ed substantive political independence destroy the public infrastructure in Iraq
multiple genocide, has a natural liking that its internal national development of what we call civilised life—the kind
for that kind of drastic action. began. That internal national develop of life that had developed under the

was necessary to independence. It wasegime.

But there was no prospect whatever made obligatory in the structure imposed  The sanctions were supplemented,
in 1945 that Germany, when its regime on the world by the United Nations. under Clinton, by bombing. The Iraqi
was removed, would undergo internal States which failed to achieve it were Air Force was banned from the skies.
fragmentation and revert of its own vulnerable to disruption by other states— Its only act of defiance was to keep

accord to a state of nature. and not least by those which claimed totrack of the United Nations planes

But that is what happened in Irag. be the guardians of the UN system. covering its skies. When it was noticed
And it is what Britain should have A sense of Iragi national sentiment, doing this, there was punishment by
expected to happen. over-riding religious and other particul- bombing which shredded what remained

When Britain set out to conquer the arisms, was developed by the Baathof public utilities.
Ottoman Empire in 1914, it began to regime. It held firm under the stress of
govern Mesopotamia as an extension ofthe War against Iran (supported by the  The UN knew very well what it was
the Indian Empire. Then, around 1916, West at the time and later listed amongdoing to civilised life in Irag. It had
in a perverse application of the right of Saddam's crimes), with the Shia Inspectors on the ground supervising
national self-determination for which it population playing their part in the War things.
purported to be fighting the Great War, against the Shia state. Systematic UN destruction by sanc-
it decided to re-arrange Mesopotamia  During the Cold War, the independ- tions and bombing went on for twelve
into a system of nation-states. While ence of the Baath regime was an asset tyears. Various attempts were made to
refusing to concede national governmentthe West. The Cold War ended in 1990. stimulate an internal coup within the
to Ireland, which was demanding it, it The USA gave the green light to Irag to regime. But still the regime held firm.
set about artificially forming its Middle act against the puppet state of Kuwait, Is that a fact that can be explained as
Eastern conquests into subordinatewhich had been stealing its oil while the effect of the action of State terrrorism
‘nation-states: even though there wakaq was protecting it by war from the against a hostile populace?
no nationalism in those populations. expansion of the Iranian Revolution. But

Arbitrary lines were drawn on the the moment Iraq acted against Kuwait, It can hardly be doubted that those
map of the Middle East and the arbitrari- the West declared that another Hitler twelve years of torment inflicted by the
ness was increased by the necessity ohad arisen and must be dealt with. TheUN on the populace brought about an
sharing the region with France. And the Soviet Union, having been brought to increase in the resentment against the
various peoples who lived within each collapse by Gorbachov, allowed the war regime of traditional elements that had
arbitrary boundary were told that they on Iraq to take the form of a United not been incorporated into the national
were this nationality or that: Iragi, Nations War. system and redirected them towards
Syrian, Lebanese etc. ‘fundamentalist' forms of hostility to-

The Iragi Army was easily defeated. wards it.

The Ottoman culture, like the Byzan- The defeat, in large part, took the form  Then comes 2003: invasion, Shock
tine culture that preceded it, had not of a slaughter of he retreating Iragi Army and Awe, the removal of 20,000 people
organised society by nationalism or which had no power of retaliation. But from the Government—in fact the aboli-
ethnicity. This may be inconceivable the regime did not fall. Its core remained tion of government—and fundamentalist
from the viewpoint of the nationalism sound. anarchy that hardly deserves to be called
that became the social form of the West-  The British Prime Minister called on civil war. A war launched and fanned
ern Roman Empire in its disintegration, the Kurds to rise. Many Governments by the occupation authorities, which—
but that is how it was in the Middle have called on the Kurds to rise and discommoded by such resistance as there
East. they have usually responded. Theywas—fomented Sunni/Shia conflicts by

The miscellaneous peoples of what responded again. But the regime did nocovert means.
was made into Iraq by Britain had lived fall, and it punished them for rising—in
their own communal lives within the the way that Governments do. Premier  The British Ambassador to the United
Ottoman Empire. They could live Major was asked why he did not go to Nations at the time of the invasion, Sir
harmoniously alongside each other their aid since he had called on them toJeremy Greenstock, was interviewed
because Iragi nationalism was unknownrise. He said he could not rememberabout Chilcot in the same BBC prog-
to them until it was imposed on them by calling on them to rise. ramme as Bremer.

Britain. The regime held firm, demonstrating "BBC The finding is that the UK

Britain ruled its Iragi construction that a substantial force of Iragi national ~ undermined the Security Council's
by force and fraud between the World will had developed. The United Nations  authority while taking the guise of being
Wars. It accorded it nominal inde- warriors did not press on to Bagdad and  Supporters of the UN process. As UN
pendence, but when the Bagdad Governbreak up the system of State. It was said Ambastia(tj(t)r: f‘t that':] time v’\)/ere you
ment declared neutrality in the 2nd that Bush senior was anxious about what avvlzlare at that was elcase.

. - Greenstock It wasn't the case. |
World War, and was judged not to be would be unleashed if the country was . . : : .
ficient] . f Britain' ied and th brok think Chilcot is being too categorical.
sufficiently supportive o Britain's occupied and t eSFate roken up. For a start, where's the US in that state-
invasion of Iran in 1941, it was declared  What was done mstegd was thatirag ment? We were working very closely
to be in rebellion. It was overthrown was put under UN sanctions. The sanc-  with the US and Spain and Bulgaria. It
and replaced by a British puppet. tions were applied in such a way thatthe wasn't just the UK on its own.



Secondly, you can say that the authority of any international system which might sling-shot as well as everything else,
of the Security Council is undermined conceivably assert authority over it. It and twelve years of torment was inflicted
whenever the Permanent Five are inwould recognise no limits to its own on the people of Iraq by Sanctions and
disagreement with each other. Becausesoyereignty either at home or abroad. Bombings in the hope of getting them to
it's an inter-Governmental process. And rise against the regime.
the Security Council pan't aCt.if th? The United Nations that was estab-
g/lgergweb. erﬁ g;égeasﬁﬁggznfgsgf gfdgggdlish_ed in 19_45 was the only possible The G_reat _Powers acted togther
when they agree, it falls apart when United Nations. What Gr_egnstock against Libya in 2011 and m_e_u_je it a
they don't agree. Thirdly, what was Pretends to see as a defectinitis actuallyshambles of fundamentalist militias. It
Saddam Hussein doing but undermining its essence. would not be unreasonable to conclude
the authority of the Security Council that the Security Council can only act
for the 12 years up to 2003? And the  As the UN was being established in destructively.
Security Council were doing nothing 1945, Germany was being defeated. In 2003 the French—the stinking
about it. So that judgment has to be Britain, after withdrawing from France cheese-eating surrender monkeys—
qualified.” in June 1940, manoeuvred during thevetoed Security Council action against
o ) . next year to bring about a German/ Irag until the UN Weapons Inspectors
The last pointis an obvious absurdity. g ,ssjan War. That happened in 1941.gave a definite report, so the US and
Saddam had no responsibility for the giiain then bided its time for three years UK acted destructively on their own. If
conduct of the United Nations. He was 55 the German/Russian War workedthe French had not vetoed Security
its victim. It determined to destroy that jiseit out, only returning to the European Council action, there is little reason to
state of which he was leader and he didyayjefield under American pressure in suppose that the outcome would have
his best to hold the state together despite| 944 after the German armies had beerbeen much different for the Irags.
it. He resisted the wanton destruction of yaoteated in Russia.
the viable state of Iraq by the Great g "Grand Alliance” proclaimed The Chilcot Reportis relevant to
Powers of the world organised as the,, chyrchill after he got Russia to under- current British politics. It is surprisingly
Security Council. take the task of defeating Germany, hadcondemnatory of the actions of the
) ) ) no integrity. It could not outlast the Labour Government, within its terms of
The United Nations is & Great POWer yefaat of Germany. Churchill saw Rus- reference. We recall Chilcot as being
system of world organisation. Insofar gjs a5 the fundamental enemy of whatassociated with Blair in Northern Ireland
as it is meaningful to describe it as a pg considered civilisation, and Germany and we did not expect him to say that
system of international law, it exists only 55 4 accidental enemy caused by foreigrBlair's Labour Government had fought

for use against minor states. The GreatPolicy bungling. an unnecessary war, a war of choice, in

Powers who operate the system are no breach of the supposed international
themselves subject to its operation. and  \yar petween the victors over Ger- authority which it pretended to accept,
the system can only be applied against,,n was therefore implicit in the defeat and that it wilfully misrepresented the
the minor Powers by agreement betweenyt Germany, and it was on that assump-French position in order to justify itself
the five Great Powers. _ tion that the structure of the UN was in doing so.

The system was set up in 1945 by trmeq. That structure ensured that the  Greenstock says that he restored UN
the two Greatest Powers of the time, N would play no part in the world authority a few months after Blair had
Russia and America, and by Britain conglict brought about by the outcome flouted it. We assume he is referring to
which had reduced itself to a secondary o¢ gritain's decision to make war on the UN legitimising of the Occupation,
Power by bungling its second World Germany over the trivial issue of Danzig, after it became an accomplished fact. A

War of the half century. France and ynq its strategy of 'spreading the war lot of good that did for the Irags.
China were awarded Great Power status,er its failure to make good, by its own

W|th|_n the system, though nelther had atresources,
the time the actual power to merit it.
Neither America nor Russia would
have agreed to the establishment of an  The World War, for which Russia's
international system which could assertdefeat of Germany cleared the way,
any degree of authority over it. would not have had the United Nations
as a participant. That war did not
Russia had been expelled from the happen, not because the UN kept the The United States can act as the
League of Nations in December 1939 peace, but because Russia built nucleatnited Nations when the other four
by Britain and France because of stepsweapons so quickly after the Americans. Vetoist Powers consent. The UK is
it had taken against Finland to strengthen almost always willing to consent, and
the defences of Leningrad. Britain and  Greenstock says that the Security France is mostly. Russia only consented
France had declared war on Germany inCouncil does good when its Great when it had fallen into disarray, and,
September but by December it was Powers act together. It would be closernow that it is getting itself together again,
Russia they were trying to make war on.to the mark to say that something is it is likely to be more careful in future.
Russia in 1945, having won the War on wrong when they act together. China is not part of the Euro-American
Germany that Britain had started, They acted together in 1991 becauseworld and doesn't seem greatly con-
ensured that there could be no repetitionthe Russian State was in collapse andcerned about what it does to itself. It
by the UN of the League of Nations could not tend to its interests in the has restored its absolute independence
carry-on against it. And America had world. The result was a David and after a century of European destructive
long been on record against being partGoliath war, in which Goliath had the activity. It can defend itself. In the

5

its declaration of war on  When the United Nations acts, it is
Germany. the United States that acts. The United
States can act destructively in the world
with or without UN authority and the
UN can do nothing about it and, when
the UN acts, it acts as the United States.



post-1945 world, that means that it hashave weapons of mass destruction,We gave them their freedom and it was
the power to obliterate any state thatalthough the reason given for the inva- up to them what they did with it.
interferes with it. sion was that it probably had weapons  The notion that the destruction of a
of mass destruction which were deliver- State by overwhelming force from out-
able within 45 minutes. Nobody in side confers freedom on the populace is
England waited with bated breath during ludicrous. Existential freedom, in this
. the 45 minutes after the point of invasion regard, is the hobby of the individual
for the weapons of mass destruction towithin the security of well-established
An article in théSunday Independent fall on them. The thing was done in the States.
of July 3rd has an interesting title and certainty that Iraq had been rendered Democratic Britain decided demo-
blurb: Governing Is For Grown-Ups, completely defenceless by twelve yearscratically to destroy the Iragi State and
Democracy Is For Kids. And‘Voters  of United Nations destructive activity thereby deprived the Iragi populace of
remain abysmally ignorant of basic facts on it. the freedoms that the State had made
and many of them behave like children" available to them.
It is an attack on Boris Johnson's  The offence that the Iragi Govern-
Brexit campaign, which is described as ment gave to Washington and to the  What punishment can there be for a
a series of ridiculous misrepresentationsBritish Labour Party in 2003 was that it democracy that wages an aggressive and
of the EU, butMany voters lapped it maintained the national structure of state,purely destructive war? A brief, passing
up". and kept up the endless work of repairing consideration was given to this question
That is the essence of the case againsthe public amenities that the United in connection with the Nuremberg Trials,
referendums. The people don't under-Nations was continuously destroying— when the Victors in the World War were
stand so they elect people to understandelectricity supplies, water supplies etc. pretending that there were laws regarding
and act, for them. The only purpose for the invasion war which Hitler had broken and which
was to break up the structure of the Iragihis lieutenants were made to take
But the war on Iraq was not decided State and reduce the population of Iraqresponsibility for in his absence.
on by the people. It was decided by theto a state of nature in which primitive Lord Shawcross, British Chief Prose-
representatives they elected to takesocial forms would revive. cutor at Nuremberg, later found difficulty
decisions for them. The Washington Neo-Cons, who in defending certain aspects of the Trials
British decisions to make war used inhabit a bizarre ideological wonderland, when he came to write his memoirs. He
to be taken by the monarch. From themight have expected something different referred his readers to Rebecca West,
early 18th century until a few years ago to happen when the State was destroyedbrilliant and philosophical writerfor a
they were taken by the Prime Minister, by overwhelming power. But Britain, reply to the criticism..
acting with monarchical authority. It the Imperial Power that constructed Irag, = West was the author of a very famous
was only in 2003 that the decision aboutmust be presumed to have known whatbook, The Meaning Of Treasof1949)
making war was transferred down to the it was doing when it destroyed it so andA Train Of Powde(1955). In the
elected Parliament. Parliament decidedrecklessly. And that presumption is latter she writes, concerning the
for war. Thatis now held to have been astrengthened by the fact that it was theinadequacy of th&ellogg Pact(1928)
bad decision. But responsibility for itis Progressive party of the British state thatfor the use to which it was put at
being transferred back to the Prime did the work of destruction, while the Nuremberg:
I\/_Iir)istqr, who h_ad freed himself of it by reactionary party had doubts. "There was then no country that
giving it to Parliament. The plea that the Labour Party was  geemed likely to wage war which was
It is said that he misled Parliament. woefully ignorant, and did not know not democratic in its government, since
But it is Parliament's business not to bewhat it was doing, is not allowable.  the only totalitarian powers in Europe,
misled. It has authority to do anything Certain presumptions must be made the Soviet Union and ltaly, were still
it wants and it can only be misled if it is about those who perform public func-  too weak. It would not be logical to try
content to be—if it ighildishenough to  tions in powerful states. In domestic the leaders of a democracy for their
be. law there is a maxim thagnorance is governmental crimes, since they had
Fair play to theSunday Independent no excuse If everything was excusable ~ P€en elected by the people, who thereby
writer, Eoin O'Malley. He says that in by ignorance, there could be no law. Is took responsibility for the'F actions...
: . . ; S But the leaders of a totalitarian state
parliamentary democracné\mtgr; doqt Fhere Ie_ss necegsny for the maxim in . political power and continually
themselves get to choose policies direct-international affairs, especially when a

: declare that they, and not the people,
ly. The voters pick leaders who then powerful State destroys a weaker state 5o responsible for all government acts".

Under these circumstances the United
Nations is nothing more than a preten-
tious sham.

make decisions on our behalf. It's like and reduces its society to anarchy? (This is quoted from Brendan Clifford's
picking people to be our parentsBut Appendixto the 2nd edition of the
he doesn't suggest what might be done Tony Blair is being held to account, = Aubane Historical Society publication
about it. as a scapegoat, for what the Labour Party of Elizabeth Bowen'Notes On Eirg

(It must be said that O'Malley's stric- did. But it was the Labour Party thatdid ~ Where the matter is dealt with.)
tures apply far more to British voters it.
than to Irish. There can be little doubt
that the Irish democracy is capable of a
degree of political acumen which results
from having established its own state by
blood and tears within living memory.)

There is now talk of impeaching Blair
Hilary Benn led the assault by the for waging an unnecessary and
Parliamentary Labour Party on the new destructive war on Iraq in breach of
Party Leader who had opposed the warinternational authority. On Rebecca
on Irag. Benn, a Junior Minister in West's reasoning—and we know of no
Blair's Government, said, after the other on the subject—that means treating
Irag was invaded because it did not invasion had reduced Iraq to a shambleshim as a dictator. But, contemptible



creature though he is, he was no dictatorsucceeded in bringing about a German/instigated national war in the Balkans
Angela Eagle, who is trying to oust Russian war after it had itself lost all for the purpose of destroying a Com-
the democratically-elected leader who hope of defeating Germany. munist state which had beendks facto
opposed the War, does not want Blair ally for forty years in the Cold War
disciplined for the War. She has reason The peace of Europe post-1945 wasagainst the Soviet Union but which it
for this as being herself a party to the the peace of the hinterlands of the two now felt was out of place.
declaration of war. (More recently, she Great Powers whose front line with one
also voted for bombing Syria.) another ran through Central Europe. The world seems to be settling back
Blair did not present Parliament with  And it was within that context of peace into the structure that was disrupted by
the accomplished fact of war on Iraq. enforced by the conflict of external Britain's Great War of 1914. Turkey,
The decision to make war was a Powers that the EEC/EU was formed. reduced to nothing by four years of
Parliamentary decision. But Parliament  Crucial to the formation and develop- aggressive wa against it which ended in
is essentially a structure of two parties. ment of the EU was the prevention of 1919, is becoming a strong regional
The proposal to Parliament that it should Britain from playing the hegemonic role Power again. Russia, reduced to a
make war on Iraq was put to it by the in European affairs that it had played playground for American capital in the
Labour Party. If there is to be punish- after 1918. 1990s, is becoming a functional state
ment, the subject of it should be those  Konrad Adenauer, who had expeer- again, and is being demonised for it.
with the responsibility for it—the ienced British hegemony in 1919 as Britain, having disconverted the EU, is
Parliamentary Labour Party of the time. Mayor of Cologne, was determined to strikingh out on its own again.
* negate British influence after 1945, and  The big differences are that China
Eoin O'Mallev's interesting indict- that meant negating the influence of thehas restored itself as a state capable of
ment of Democrgc i directeg at Boris British Labour Party. He negated British defending itself (which nowadays
Johnson's Brexit rg a0anda. But BreXitinfluence by means of American influ- mneans a state with WMD), and that
was an internal IFBJritiZhgaffair. It might €NCe and he quickly brought together Germany has no political exxistence—
be that it'showed man votérs at tr?eir the Western Occupation Zones as thewhich means that Europe hasn't.
most childish” but if so):he were onl Federal Republic under the culture of  (The Cold War is over but Europe
childish in théir own affairsy Y Christian Democracy—a political force remains the advance guard of the USA
Itis a wild exa eration.—it is indeed that was baffling to the British. against Russia—of the capitalist USA
a reversal of theg?actual relationship of De Gasperi did likewise in Italy. And against capitalist Russia.)
. " ISTIP they co-operated with Gaullism in
things—to say"The EU has led directly . . .
to the largest peace time within Western Francg to br_lng ab_oqt a European struc-  The Irish political Ian(_jscape has been
Eurooe for at least a thousand vears. " ture with which Britain could no longer transormed by the Brexit vote. All over
Tr?e 0st-1945 peace in Euryo ev'v'ésplay its dangerous balance-of-power the place, the tail-enders of British
a consg Lence cf:‘ the overthrF:Jw of 9ames. economic, political and social trends are
Euro ear? Fascism—minus Spain and reeling. Indeed, there have been some
Portup al which were never iﬁ WW2 Europe lost its sense of history in the tantrums. No longer is every English
and V\?hic’h survived it—bv two external outcome of the World War, and has misdeed ignored, minimised or dismiss-
Powers. Russia and thg USA. Com- NEVver recovered it. The immediate post-ed as a foible. The bubble has been
munist I’?ussia laved by far thé reater1945 generation of leaders knew thepricked, scales have fallen from eyes
art in the ove?thr);w >C/:a italisthSA actual history of the preceding thirty and new perspectives opened. Whatever
gntered the Euro ea.n cor?flict only in Y&ars from personal memory and actedhappens, it is hard to see that simple
1944 When the gommunist and ga i_out of direct personal knowledge. For faith and admiration of all that is British
taIist.armies met in Germanv in Map the generation that came after them therestored.
1945 the conflict between the}rln as rinlI history of that critical period resembled
world svstems beaan. It took the form Central Africa in European maps of the  The Brexit vote had a shocking effect
of Cold)(Nar onl gecéuse Russia mademid 19th century—a blank space namedon the Irish Anglophilditerati. Many
its own nuclear)\//vea ons onlv a couple Terra Incognita It was uknown territy of them gave expression to their pain in
of vears after the USpA nucle;/r bome()ad surrounded with taboos which it was thelrish Times Eamear McBride (July
Jayan dangerous to proble. So they knew no2) begins:"I've had a horror of provin-
pEur.o e was pacified by the fact that better than to admit Britain to cialism all my life'! But literary Ireland,
it was ocpcu iedg the twoyGreat I:,Owersmembership when it applied for it nicely. as it has constructed itself during the
that emer :d fron}llthe World War started The Brexit British Foreign Secretary, last 30 years, is English provincial.
b Britain?n 1939 in which Britain itself Boris Johnson, explained frankly a Irish literati of the revisionist era
?/a ed a minor part. Britain's main couple of years ago what this journal may feel that they became cosmopolitan
Eon};ribution o thaFt)W:;lr was the startin had been arguing for decades: that Bri-by becoming English provincial. The
of it. and its refusal to settle it in Jung tain entered the EU for the prupose of world is England to them. But England
194(’) after it became incaable of wadin diverting it from its course, and that it got the feeling that it was becoming pro-
it with anv realistic bros 20,[ of winnigr]1 Yhad been particularly successful in vincial European, and wouldn't have it.
it y prosp 9 diluting it by means of random expansion  Anglophilia is the Siamese twin of
' Europe was not freed from Fascism hen the end of the Cold War presentedAnglophobia—witness Eoghan Harris.

by Britain. Nor did Europe free itself the opportunity.

from Fascism to any perceptible extent.  And, as to peace and the EU—within
It was content with Fascism. It was a year of the ending of the Cold War, by "I am resolutely not one of the
freed from Fascism only because Britain the collapse of the Soviet Union, the EU  “decent people” Nigel Farage praised
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McBride says:



mind at all about that, because | dof't

for making Brexit happen, and | dorf

think that he, Brois Johnson, Micha
Gove or any of the cynical band ¢
reactionary bigots are decent either.
think what they have done to the UK
a disgrace..."

—h

And:
"That the left have stood by whil

this has been happening, whining abdut

their lack of media coverage angd
muttering “Vote Remain” through
clenched teeth, is to their eterngl

shame."

Edna O'Brien, pioneer of Irish literag
ture as regional British, brackets Bor
Johnson'and his cohort"with Marine
Le Pen (sic)" And: "Amid the weepingi

and gnashing | must as a Labour votdr
say that the blame also rests with Jere
Corbyn". But:

"The hatches are down, England wjl
be all the poorer, economically,
culturally and spiritually, and victory
already has a jaundiced tinge".

And Fintan O'Toole—he Finanise
as expected.

vl

Their world has been taken awg
from them, because England insists

the European marsh that it has brou
about.

The English spirit is now much th
same as in the Fall of 1914. The
virtually the entire spectrum of Englis

P e

y
DN

being itself, instead of losing itself iI
ght

Address delivered in Belfast on 24th June 2016 on the occasion of
Britain's Brexit/Sasanach vote to leave the European Union

Niall Cusack

Sasamach
"“La vraie vie et absente'... Mais
nous sommes en monde. La méta-

physique surgit et se maintient dans cet
alibi"
—Emmanuel Levinas:
Totalité et Infini.
"The true life is absent'. But we are
in the world. Metaphysics misses and
is maintained in this alibi."

The European Idea arose from a
, yearning for something that was missing,
ysomething once present and was lost,
without which life ceased to have
inherent meaning.

The origins of the European Union
are succinctly outlined by Sean de Fréine
as follows:

"Sa bhliain 1945, tar eis abara
Cogadh Domhandahi mérin den
Euraip ina smionagar den dara huain
laistig de ghltin. Ach an t-am seo bhi
an scéal i bhfad nios measa na mar a
bhii1918. San ar nua seo maraiodh 55
mhillian duine ar fad, goineadh 35
mhillitin, bhi 3 mhillitin ar iarraidh. San
Euraip fein bhi 30 mhillidn dilaithread.
Gearméanaigh den chuid ba mhé, a
dibriodh as a n-aitreabh dudchais. Bhi
tiortha Oirtheas na hEorpa ar fad beag-

1918. In this new slaughter 55 million
people in all were killed, 35 million
were injured, 3 million were missing.
In Europe itself there were 30 million
displaced persons, Germans for the
most part, who had been driven out of
their homes. The countries of Eastern
Europe were almost all under Russian
rule, and the only two countries that
were not, Finland and Greece, were
under threat.

Three statesmen appeared who had
the vision of building a new system
that would not allow such a disaster to
happen again. One of them was Robert
Schuman of France, who was a member
of the MRP party. In the year 1950 he
published a document. It was called
the Schuman Plan. The Plan recom-
mended the foundation of a common
market for coal, iron and steel for 50
years among the countries of Western
Europe. The plan got a hearty welcome
from two Christian Democrats, Konrad
Adenauer, Chancellor of West Germany
(a man who had suffered prison under
the Nazis) and Alcide de Gaspatri, Prime
Minister of Italy."

"Ne sluchayno, tovarichchi!"
"It is no accident, comradesl(as

political and cultural life felt that it hag
come too much under German cultu
and economic influence, and Englajd
asserted its independence by ,aunchjng
a World War. And the most cultured gf

its statesmen, Arthur Balfour, h
expressed the intention of doing this
years before.

There is no Irish history of Englan
as a state, neither of its internal develdp-
ment as a state nor its action as a stat
the world. And any attempt at dig-

Ireland while these intelligentsia ha
been Anglicising themselves into
Britain that was being sufficientl
European for the purpose of di
converting the EU. They took no he
of these Irish events: a 28 Year Wpr
and a basic economic restructurinp.
They did not make literature out of therp.
And now their illusory England has bedn
taken away from them.

Ochone, ochone!

nach faoi smacht Ruiseach, agus an t-Stalin used to say) that it was Christian
aon da thir nach raibh, an Fhonlainn pemocracy that was the source of the
agus an Ghréig, bhi siad faoi bhagairt. g(,gnean project. Apart from Christian-

.Tha|n|g. tridr. statairi chun cinn a ity, Europe really has no meaning other
raibh de aisling acu coras nua a thoga"than a geoqraphical expression
nach ligfeadh a leithéid de thubaiste geograp P :

tarld aris. Ar dhuine acu bhi Robert

Schuman (1886-1963) na Fraince, a

bhain le Pairti Ghluaiseacht Dhaonla- ~ Outside the Minster in the city of

thach an Phobail (MRP). Sa bhliain York there is a statue of Constantine
1950 d'fhoilsigh sé doiciméad ar a lounging on a throne with his back to
tugadh Plean Schuman Mhol an pleanthe Church. He looks thoughtful. He
go mbandfai comhargadh guail, iarainn has just been told that he is now Emperor.
agus cruach ar feadh croga bliain i \when Constantine got up off his throne

measc tiortha larthar Eorpa, D'fhailligh he tymed round and entered the Minster.
beart Daonlathach Criostai go croidil

roimb an phlean, Konrad Adenauer He found, or rather forged, in Ortho-
(1876-1967) seansailéir na hlar- dox Catholic Christianity a convenient
ghearmaine (fear a d'fhulaing priostn jdeology for the diverse subjects of a

faoi na Naitsithe) agus Alcide de cosmopolitan Empire. It wasn't easy to
Gasperi (1881-1954), priomh-aire na

hlodaile."
(Ciste Cdarsai Riaigp53-4)

Elizabeth Bowen: "Notes On Eire".
Espionage Reports To Winston Churchif,
1940-42; With an extended Review of Irigh
Neutrality in World War 2 bylack Lane
andBrendan Clifford 296pp.
w24, £20 postfree

"In the year 1945 after the Secong
World War much of Europe was in
smithereens for the second time withir
a generation. But this time the stor
was much worse than it had been i




impose—accounts of Constantine's ventions had created the framework for  But there is a problem for the Protest-
antics at the Council of Nicea are a new Western and a new Easternant Island: it has land borders with
reminiscent of the Cultural Revolution Europe, Europeans still found them- Scotland and Ireland. In Northern Ire-
in China, including Orthodox Bishops selves living in a battlefield of warring land only the Protestant heartland of
jet-planing hereticalBishops. But he ideologies representing world-historical Antrim and Down produced a majority
achieved it. But, up to the Protestant choice between Communism and Cap-for Brexit; the Foyle constituency voted
Reformation, there was a cultural entity italism. The Alliance of German and 78% to remain and the poor BBC news-
called Europe which survived the Dark Italian Christian Democracy with some reader had to explain to viewers that it
Ages and enjoyed at least two Renaiss-sort of secular equivalent in France was a Northern Ireland constituency—
ances, once in the 12th and 13th centuryformed the nucleus of a system which without, however, mentioning Stroke
and another in the 15th and 16th. It hadmight prove immune to British Balance City! In Scotland 68% voted for the
an international language, Latin, and of Power manoeuvres, while it could European Union, and preparations are
Jerome'¥/ulgatetranslation of the Bible not conceivably be impermeable to already underway for the next referen-
into the international tongue. American Great Power hegemony. dum on Independence.

When Nietzsche described Luther as When Heath succeeded where Mac- The Foreign Office must be furious
"a bigoted mediaeval monl'think he that some idiot actually let the people

. .. millan had failed, and gained entry to .
was prob_ably _rlght. But Lu_ther did Europe for the UK, it was on the basis have their say.
comparatively little harm. It is Henry

VIII's creation of a purely political church of the Napoleonic maxim-:On s'engage

i e
—a truly Constantinian creation—that et puls on V,O't' \fou make contact, meeting of the Conservative Philosophy
. : : . andthenwe'll see!" There has to be
laid the foundation for an English policy ) Group, Edward Norman (then Dean of
: engagement with the enemy, and Europ
in Europe that only really took off after : eterhouse) attempted to mount a
. ; : has been the enemy since the Frenc -
the English had tried and failed to solve Revolution. Itis the home of danaerous hristian argument for nuclear weapons.
their theological differences and had ' 9 The discussed moved on t@/estern

resorted to the Glorious Revolution. heresies but also dangerously SecjuctlVevalues'.' Margaret Thatcher said in effect

delights, a sort of cross between the Land
gns, that Norman had shown that the Bomb
of Murder [murrrderrr] and the Costa
e was necessary for the defence of our
del Fish 'n' Chips.

values.

Just before the Falklands War, at a

Eighteenth and nineteenth century
English Balance of Power interference

in Europe culminated in the onslaught For 40 years now the British have
gf %914.d IIE mean an l(;nslagght that_ been carefully managing the affairs of
destroyed thurope_|gn tqu utrﬁ tecaustﬁ ItEurope to no-one's mutual advantage. “No, we do not fight for values. |
bEereorygf tha? c(::llj\lltlulfs"l'?rr]]e I:m V\éa;re ) They had made themselves indispen- Would fight for this country even it
. I - 'he famp g sable, central; they have createde had a communist government.

going out all over Europe’murmured ¢ hegemonic role for themselves Thatcher said: "Nonsense, Enoch.
Sir Edward Grey;l fear we shall not despite the far greater weight of France T | send British troops abroad, it wil
see them lit again..."And they never Germany by all rational calculations, € t0 defend our values.”

were it again. They can only have done it by sleight of "No Prime Minister”, said Powell,
hand, and today there is no Adenauer or "values exist in a transcendental realm,
Gasperi to draw attention to the short-  Peyond space and time. They can
comings of the European costume. It neither be fought for, nor destroyed.
has been a truly remarkable achievement.

Enoch Powell replied:

Both Italian Fascism and German
Nazism are essentially English creations,
the former being the product of British
conduct towards ltaly during and after
the First World War; the latter the
product of an extraordinary love/hate
attitude compounded of resentment at
the Versailles settlement and goggle-
eyed admiration for the genocidal
efficiency of the Anglo-Saxon Race—
especially in America.

Mrs. Thatcher looked utterly baffled.

And now it is over. For the English She had just been presented with the
people have spoken. The real England—difference between Toryism and
not Middle England either in its geographic American Republicanism. (John Casey.)
or social sense, but the real England. They
have reverted with exultation to being what
it was once their proudest boast to be: the
Protestant Island!

It is tempting to close with Enoch's
most famous utterancéAs | look ahead,
I am filled with foreboding. Like the

Roman, | seem to see the River Tiber
When Britain started the Second foaming with much blood."

World War it ensured that the continent thezgvﬁig?y;\;e?ti)gggrS;’néza;cTr?; ::r(; However, | prefer the slightly more
of Europe would be devastated. The 9 ' 1P ghtly

) needed, as they were when it was foundupbeat Heine:
survivors had every reason to look

askance at British foreign policyimeo expedient to invent the Church of

Danaos et dona ferented fear the Cn9land. Today, it simply means that "0 lasst uns endlich Taten sehn
British even when they bear gifts. England can bask in splendid isolation Verbrgchen, blutig, Kolos_sal,
and go on living off the rest of the world Nur diese satte Tugend nicht
without indulging in the gross hypocrisy And zahlungsfahige Moral.”
Samuel Huntington pointed out in of pretending to be anything other than )
his book on the clash of civilisations what it is: insular, chauvinistic, xeno- O let us see deeds at last, crimes

that during the Second World War phobic, deferential and docile. And old Ploody and colossal, but not any more
Europe simply ceased to exist. And, lion gone in the teeth, probably wagging ©f this bland virtue and solvent morality.
after the Russian and American inter- its mangey tail. *
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in the new DNB, thisalmost certainly"
becomesseems to have been”

Editorial

This was a theme she had touched on
in her biographyRatrick Pearse: Triumph
Of Failure (1977). Here she dismissed
the suggestion of a love interest with Eve-
leen Nicholls, suggested in 1932 by Louis
Le Roux, Pearse's firshagiographer"

We are reprinting an Editorial of ten years ago,
which is certainly not less relevant now than it was then.
(Church & State, No. 83, Winter 2006)

Patrick Pearse: A Comment

R. Dudley Edwards in Irish
Times, 3rd July 2004:

rebels and the British army about 250
uninvolved civilians were killed..."

"...the author of memorable verse and
prose in which militarism was equated
with heroic self-sacrifice, Pearse became
the most famous of the fifteen executed
rebels and the centre of a powerful myth-
ology : each generation of irredentist
republicans has cited his uncompromis-

It is the current revisionist fashion to  ing words in justification of their terror
present Patrick Pearse as a homosexual campaign...”
pederast.

Here is an extract from the entry on
Pearse in the new edition of the British
Dictionary Of National Biography

"I pointed out the bleeding
obvious—that Pearse, although
almost certainly chaste, was
turned on exclusively by young
male beauty."

This is a propaganda statement as
was only to be expected, the author being
Ruth Dudley Edwards. There is no
attempt at the objectivity appropriate to

“like many children of his time he a standard reference work designed to
fantasised about becoming a hero, butlast for a century. But that, unfortunate-

his was a morbid preoccupation with |y makes it all too suitable for the second childnood innocence. .
ments that, when the English language

version of the poem was published—

suffering and dying for his country or gdition of the DNB.
his religion : his heroes had died painful
deaths and his main religious devotion

was to the crucified Christ. The first edition, in 1900, was pro-

"Two Christian Brothers at his sec. duced out pf the self-confidence of .the
ondary school in Westland Row, !ate .V|ctor.|an era, when the_Engh'sh
Dublin, helped to spark in Pearse an intelligentsia felt equal to dealing with
uncritical passion for the Irish language the world without subterfuge or evasion
and its literature : his view of Ireland or equivocation. That self-confidence
past, present, and future was always tobecame hubris in the Edwardian era and
have mystical overtones. To him the led England to commit the Empire to the
reputed feats of mythological heroes most destructive war there has ever been.
were real, and the dead whom he gpgland emerged from that war with its
admired had mystical overtones. To pmpire substantially expanded, but with
him, the reputed feats of mythological its ability to govern it undermined and its
heroes were real, and the dead whom ) )

self-confidence broken. And this was

he admired had mythological status... . . .
"Able and industrious rather than immediately evident in the ten-yearly

brilliant... he took a good second class Supplemento the DNB for the years
BA from UCD in English, French and 1911-20. Neither Pearse nor Connolly
Irish... had an entry in it, even though they were

"None of the siblings married; the leaders of the biggest event within
Pearse himself seems to have been unthe British state during that period.
consciously homosexual. His mother,

(as she puts it) and continues:

"...he tended to put women on a
pedestal. He knew nothing of homo-
sexuality. When he wrote of beauty,
he was inspired by... characters in the
old Irish sagas... Pearse... had shown
... his delight in physical beauty was
wholly reserved for his own sex, for
boys or boyish young men...

"Pearse was an innocent, but there
can be little doubt about his uncon-
scious inclinations. His prose and
poetry sing when he speaks of young
male beauty..." (p126-7).

As illustration, Ms Edwards quotes

from Little Lad Of Tricks even though
it does not read as a panagyric to male
beauty, but deals with the theme of

She then com-

"MacDonagh, and his great friend
the young poet, Joseph Plunkett, were
appalled. They explained to him
[Pearse] the ignoble construction with
[which ?] might be placed on the poem,
and the harm it could do to his school.
Pearse was bewildered and hurt: his
lifetime quest for purity, chastity, and
perfection had blinded him to the
instance reflected in his poetry" (p127-
8, the source for this story is hearsay:
Geraldine Dillon).

English literary culture had for many

generations a compulsion to deny sex.
Sex was French: Stendahl, Balzac, Zola.
England was Dickens. In Dickens sex
was the unspeakable thing that only ever
reared its ugly head off stage, when
somebody was to be ruined. Of course
the heroine and the hero always got

Willie and his two sisters were all The battle in Ireland in 1916 was of Married in the end, but it was the

emotionally dependent on him... course a minuscule affair compared with marriage of two dolls in a doll's house,
"Yeats thought him a dangerous man gyitish military action in France and the and the children of the marriage were
: he has the vertigo of self-sacrifice’..." piqdie East. But it was normal for the € Product of immaculate conception.

British state to be making war on others.  \when the compulsion to deny sex

Politically he was a Home Ruler. : o
The extraordinary event was the war within proke down, it was replaced by a com-

He joined the Home Rule Volunteers. the state. But th A i f _ _
Then he went to America to raise funds 1€ Stat€. Bul the post-war Compliers ot py|sjon to assert it everywhere—but

for St. Enda's: the DNB did not feel up to dealing with it. somehow the assertion was of a kind
"Mixing with hardline Irish-Ameri- Three-quarters of a century later a with the denial. It was equally doctrin-

cans who wanted only to hear that "io5iNg Personsolume of the DNB was ajre. The dolls were told to go and do it
insurrection was nigh, set him single brought out. Pearse and Connolly were in

mindedly on a revolutionary course. In it. The entries on both were written by

1916 he published several revolutionary Ruth Dudley Edwards. She wrote that
pamphlets justifying an uprising. As a Pearse walmost certainly unconscious-

consequence of the fight between thely homosexual” A dozen years after that,

The sequence of English sexual
culture might be described as Puritan,
Prudish and Prurient.

When the new DNB began to be



produced ten or fifteen years ago, thewhich is out there. The mind is not a because of the force of culture acting on
editors sent out instructions to the con- mirror which reflects what is before it. It them, there must be people today who
tributors listing what must be included. is an active force grasping what is before do not know that they are asexual for
One of the requirements was sexualit largely by means of preconceptions, sothe same reason.

orientation. that it can accomplish its purpose. Thatis |t is probable that there were millions

the routine of life. Changes occur in the of peop|e who lived Contentecﬂy within
structure of understanding —and that the Victorian ideal and felt it was perfect:
structure differs greatly between cultures— gnd that there were other millions who
"hut it can never be the case that one’s idedad life made difficult for them by the
of the world is made up afresh from the established morality which did not fit them.
comes the new offence of homophobia.ﬂux of raw data at every turn. The least likely thing is that Victorian

(Well-meaning Christians have in recent  Reflecting on this condition of things, Merality became such a powerful force
months been cautioned by the police for Thoreau remarked that most men lead"hilé suiting nobody. But that is how it
distributing literature on Scriptural lives of quiet desperation. That may not Nas become obligatory to understand t.
themes in the proximity of Gay Pride be generally true, though it might have ! the Victorians applied their doll's
exhibitions, and been told that, if they been in the New England of his time. 0useé morality universally, forcing it on
do it again, they will be charged with But it seems that the Anglicising Irish cultures that had developed on very

inciting hatred.) middle class intellectuals of the past different lines, so do the new globalists
generation live lives of noisy exhibi- with their anti-Victorian mqrallt_y. There|
tionist desperation. has been a sexual revolution in the doll's

position in her book) thatPatrick was house which is located at the centre of the
almost certainly unconsciously homo- They cannot be English. They lack military/industrial complex that dominates

sexual; is not identical with her second the ballast, the matter-of-factness with the world, and the new mode is imposed
statement, that héseems to have been which the English participants in the on the world as imperialistically as the old
unconsciously homosexual™Was"and  affairs of the British state go about their was. Victorian sexual morality is now
"seems to beare not the same verb. In business. Perhaps some of them do haveimply not allowed. And a simulacrum of
Edwards, the first is an assertion of fact it and simply disappear into English life. it is only possible as the product of great
("almost?). The second says what appearsBut the function of the Dudley Edwardses originality and force of character which
to have been the case from Edwards' view-for the English state is not to become rejects the way of the world.

point. Fact is scaled down to appearancemerely English. It is to destroy the cul-

in the reference work. Yet, at the same ture from which they emerged. And, in It appears to us that the thing about
time, Edwards, in sensational newspaperassimilating English culture for the pearse's sexuality is that there wasn't any:
mode, builds up from her first statement purpose of subverting Irish culture, what that he lived on the asexual fringe of the
to an assertion that Pearse was a pederasthey take in is what is most fashionable victorian mode, accepting its ideals in the
not"unconscious’but inactive inthe sense and superficial at the moment. If most superficial way, and making no more
that he did not actually do anything to England was no more than is found in than empty gestures towards living them—
young boys but wished to. Beifttyrned  the reflection of it in them, it would not  gestures that were not driven by what used
on"and beind'unconscious'are different have made much of a stir in the world. g be called libido.

states of mind—if one takes unconscious- That is the picture of Pearse drawn

ness to be a state of mintTurned on'is by his first biographer, Louis Le Roux,

a coIquuiaI term with its CO”OQUia| mean- a Frenchman, over seventy years ago:
ing, and that meaning is incompatible with

unconsciousness—unless it be that the
body is turned on without the mind noticing : . . .
: : . .., of difference is conducive to equality.
it. And maybe that is possible, though if it L

. What people become in this culture
was the case with Pearse, we do not see

Homosexuality had been a major
criminal offence in England until about
1960. Since then there has been a
increasing cultural pressure to find it
everywhere, and failure to find it be-

Edwards's first statement (repeating the

The fashion of today is doctrinaire
sexualisation of life, disconnected from
reproduction, and with homosexuality
put on a par with heterosexuality, and
perhaps preferable to it because the lack

"Social life had no attraction for
Pearse... Ordinary social intercourse
with women he avoided... he took no
pleasure in the salacious jests and the
double meanings which so commonly

how Edwards could possibly know it. If is then taken to be what they really are—

— : . . what they have always been essentially,
he didn't know what was going on in his
but have somehow been prevented from
trousers, how could she?

becoming in practice until now.

Her various assertions amount to  This is England in recoil from its
something like this: From all that she Victorianism. And the recoil sees itself
knows about Pearse, it appears to hems absolute. But it denies the variety of
that he must have been homosexual byhuman impulse no less than Victorianism
inclination, even though he did nothing did.
and didn't even know it. It is perhaps impossible for anybody

But appearance and expectation areliving in England now—and in Ireland
closely related. A set of possibilities are following it—to be without sexual inclin-
laid out for the understanding and the world ation, because understanding is domina-
is apprehended by means of them. Oneted by the overwhelming public culture
understands what one sees in terms of thef sex in doctrinaire propaganda form.
range of expectations with which one People are no less imitative and suggest-
approaches it. What 'seems' is producedble today than they ever were. And if,
by an encounter between the precon-in the recent past, there were people
ceptions of understanding and somethingwho did not know they were homosexual

pass for conversational small change
among “men of the world”. When he
went to the theatre it was usually to
some performance of a Shakespearean
play and rarely to a music-hall...

"Once, indeed, [Thomas] Mac
Donagh lured Pearse to a music hall
performance, and repeatedly broke in
on Pearse's reveries with enthusiastic
compliments on the physical attractive-
ness of the ladies on the stage.

“ Begad, Pat, that's a fine leg ! ”

“ Yes, like the limb of an angel ",
answered Pearse, half-coming to earth.

“What fine eyes, Pat.”

“Yes, the eyes of an angel , replied
Pearse still in his dreams.

“ Beautiful lassies ", persisted Mac
Donagh, a merry twinkle in his eye.

“ Angels, angels, every one ! ”
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cans"as we understand the term. If th
termirredentistis appropriate to the situa-
tion, it applies to the upholders of the Con-
stitution of the 26 Co. State until the Cong

agreed Pearse reverently" (Roluxfe
Of Patrick Henry Pearsp30-1).

1”2

An understanding shaped by the
Anglo-Saxon culture of the present
moment is not allowed to accept this at State went to war on the basis of an irrede
face value. It must be understood as homo- . o

: e tist claim on Alsace-Lorraine in 1914. The
sexual repression because it is not a
heterosexual response to chorus girls.
Freud's dogma that everything is sexual,
and that things which do not appear to be
sexual are sublimated forms of sex, has
displaced the other dogmas for the time
being. The possibility of innocence is not
allowed—innocence having the meaning
of asexual. (Other forms of innocence do
not enter the discourse of the Anglo-Saxon
recoil from its Victorian phase.)

Italian State went to war for the Irredentgq
of the Trentino in 1915. An irredentist
claim properly belongs to a State claiming
what it considers its national territory
though it lies beyond its borders. The
Provos came into beimgutsidethe State,
through a defensive insurrection into which
the Northern Catholic community wag
forced by the local form of the British
State.

One might perhaps describe the 1956

Edwards is hostile to Pearse for . : .
- . Campaign as irredentist. It was ap
political reasons that in essence have.

. . ._“invasion of the North by a Republicar
nothing to do with Pearse. She denlesforce from the South. But it is absurd t¢

that she is attached to British Military describe as irredentist the defensiv

Intelligence, but one does not become a )
. . .. response of the Northern Catholic comn}-
literary collaborator with the favourite

murderer of the British Establishment m_ur_nty t_o an assault by the State on 1ts
L L Civil Rights movement demanding
by running into him in the Common

Room at a cocktail party. He is a SecretBrltlsh Rights For British Citizens.
asset of the British state. That defensive insurrection sub

She blames the Provos on pearse§equently became an anti-Partitionist war
and she is followed in this by the other Wagedutsidethe national territory. The
revisionists including Ryle Dwyer. This condition of its development was the
magazine originated in West Belfast in €Xclusion of the Catholic community
the early 1970s. It was concerned tofrom _the polltlcg! life of_ the _state which
establish an understanding of Irish affairs N€ld it—a condition which did not apply
which led people away from Republican N either Alsace or the Trentino.
miIitary activity on the Border issue. We must refrain from reasons o
We opposed the Provos at their point of space from comment on other featurgs
origin, and got little sympathy from Dub- of Edwards' biographies of Pearse. Biit
lin 4 in doing so. And we can say that as a test of her lack of critical objectivity
the war had little to do with Pearse. The we draw attention to her Writings on

Provos arose out of the thoroughly ab-Connolly. She seems to have bedn
normal conditions of the British State in inclined to counterpose Connolly, as th
its Northern Ireland variant. The anti- sensible socialist, to Pearse as the we
Treaty Republicans of the South had mystic. But it was Connolly who was in
little to do with |t, though ||nk|ng up m|||tary command when'250 un-
with it briefly. It was through its rele- jnvolved civilians were killed" And in
vance to the actual conditions of life in poth her biography and her DNB entr
the North that Provo Sinn Fein became she completely misrepresents Connollyls
the force that it is. It was not a reading position on the World War. From
of Pearse that did it. September 1914 to April 1916 he sug
Our alternative course of action, ported Germany as the more socialist ¢
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Wilson John Haire

titutional amendment of 1998. The French OWII Goal
n_

Mock attacks and litres of
artificial blood
stretchers by the score
mock cries, mock
tears flood
streets taped off
in malls mock shoppers
scream and mock-cough
to dry-ice vapour
amid the well-armed
copper capers
then ambition grows
Manchester United Old
Trafford football stadium
in a possible semtex glow
75,000 evacuated
fan the flames of ethnic hate
scare the Irish to expect
a campaign of bombing
with raiding parties
on their homes foresworn
to a maelstrom
tear the nigab off
that Muslim girl
somebody’s daughter
somebody’s pearl
but it was only a fake
left behind by mistake
(I solemnly swear | believe
in the Lough Ness Monster
says the news-huckster)
and in its wake
watch the khaki hit
the streets
enjoy the roaring armoured
fleet
as it rushes to trouble-spots
when you hit football
you hit all
an own goal shot
was it done to reassure
or our patriotism
to allure
do we watch our neighbour
now
and to police and military
kowtow.

Wilson John Haire
20 May 2016

which we persisted in for twenty years, the belligerents and as a victim of Britislx

came to nothing because of the intransi-aggression. She say$ppalled by the
gent resistance of Ulster Unionism to outbreak of war in 1914 Connolly
democratisation within the political launched a massive anti-recruitment
structures of the British State. Edwardsdrive. lIts failure, combined with the
held aloof from that campaign. A few dreadful suffering of the Dublin poor,
years ago she became a kind of groupiedrove him to join forces with the
of the Orange Order, which is able to do revolutionary IRB."

nothing but intensify communal antago-
nism. (It was a moderating influence
thirty years ago, but is so no longer.)

That's Connolly disembowelled ang

o

icon.
*

The Provos are ntitredentist republi-

emasculated and reduced to a harmlgss
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Neglected Correspondence!

APOLOGY
DR. RUTH DUDLEY EDWARDS

On page 13 of Church & State, Winter, 2006, we published
an editorial under the heading “Patrick Pearse: A
Comment” in the course of which the magazine permitted
a gross libel against Dr. Ruth Dudley Edwards by stating
that was attached to British Military Intelligence. We

Church & Statden years ago:

Letter From Mclnerney, Solicitors

“Our Ref: 3235.1B. Date: 04/04/06
registered post

Re: Our Client: Ruth Dudley Edwards

Dear Sir,

We act for Ruth Dudley Edwards, the distinguished
historian and author. On page 15 of your edition, number
83, Winter 2006, you print and publish an editorial headed
“Patrick Pearse: A Comment”, which discusses, inter
alia, Dr. Ruth Dudley Edwards’s entry in the new edition
of the British Dictionary of National Biography on Patrick
Pearse.

We are well aware that you do not share the views of Dr.
Dudley Edwards on Patrick Pearse and on many other
subjects. Nor are you required to. She has disagreed
with many people from many different standpoints over
the years and has expressed her own disagreement

in posing as a genuine historian, when in fact she was a
paid propagandist prepared to express whatever view
was suitable to her alleged employers, British Intelligence,
whether she believed it or not. We accept that it carried
the implication that she had been flying under false
colours and deceiving the public over many years by
masquerading as an independent commentator.

We wish to acknowledge that all of our suggestions are
entirely false and without foundation. Dr. Dudley Edwards
is and has for many years been a historian of the highest
excellence and repute and has been responsible for
many distinguished contributions to historical study and
debate.

We are happy to take this opportunity to apologise to Dr.
Dudley Edwards for the grave affront which our comments
represented and for the damage which they have done
her.”

Reply

with them in print. Church & Statdimps along financially from issue to issue
without subsidy, public or private. Not being able to purchase
law, it had no choice but to conduct its own defence. It replied
to Ms Edwards’ solicitor’s letter with a request for information

about how Ms Edwards became acquainted with Mr.

Your editorial, however, goes much further on page 15
where you state:

“Edwards is hostile to Pearse for political reasons that

in essence have nothing to do with Pearse. She denies
that she is attached to British Military Intelligence, but
one does not become a literary collaborator with the
favourite murderer of the British Establishment, Sean
O’Callaghan, by running into him in the Common Room
or at a cocktail party. He is a secret asset of the British
state.”

Your direct suggestion is that Dr. Dudley Edwards is not
an honest historian expressing her views on historical
figures as she evaluates them. On the contrary she is a
propagandist expressing opinions which are dictated by
the fact that she is attached to British military intelligence.

This represents a gross libel against Dr. Dudley Edwards
and attacks the very essence of her genuineness,
independence and standing as a historian.

We hereby call upon you to print the enclosed apology
on page 3 of the next edition of your magazine, to make
appropriate recompense to Dr. Dudley Edwards for the
damage which you have done her and to discharge her
reasonable legal costs. If we do not hear from you
indicating that you will comply with these requirements
within seven days from the date hereof, we will take legal
proceedings against you in respect of the publication
without further notice.

Yours faithfully
Mclnerney Solicitors

O’Callaghan, but received no response:

Dear Mr. Mclnerney
Re Ruth Dudley Edwards

Thank you for your letter of April 4, 2006, which has,
due to an extended absence, only just reached me.

My first reaction is that your client has misunderstood
the paragraph of which she complains. It does not say
or imply that her opinions are, in your words, “dictated by
the fact that she is attached to British military intelligence”.
On the contrary, it records her denial that she is attached
to British Military Intelligence.

That said, it may be that we can accede to your
request to clarify the reference in the next issue which
will not be appearing for about three months. Perhaps
Ms Edwards would like to write an article for our
publication explaining the circumstances of her becoming
involved with Sean O’Callaghan, the people whose
opinions she values etc.

Please bear with us while we consider the matter. |
will need to consult with the author of the article and with
some students of law.

The issue of paying anything is out of the question—
the magazine has no money.

P. Maloney,

Editor.
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Displaced Persons

The number of people displaced by

conflict is at the highest level ever

recorded, the UN refugee agency has said.

It estimates that 65.3 million people

were either refugees, asylum seekers or
internally displaced at the end of 2015,

Displaced Persons
Benign Capitalism?
Fr. O'Flynn
Blair Preaches
Dead Statutes
Posthumous Pardon!
Social Policy

P
A
T

Benign Capitalism?

"The irony is these 'champions of
the poor’, in their condemnations of
capitalism, are actually condemning the
greatest destroyer of poverty the world
has ever known. This fact is totally lost
on them." (David Quinn,lrish
Independent8.4.2016, former Editor

‘That the resolution passed by the
Council conferring the Freedom of the
City on Professor Kuno Meyer be
rescinded, and that his name be erased
from the Roll of Honorary Freeman of
the Corporation of Cork, on account of
his action and recent speech in New
York, fomenting in the United States a
movement amongst the Germans and
an irresponsible section of the lIrish
population against the Empire.

‘The Lord Mayor then proceeded to
strike out the name of Kuno Meyer
from the Roll of Honorary Freemen.

"The people of Cork accepted in
silence the decision of their public
representatives; all except Father
O’Flynn. Alone, he appeared before the
Corporation, and protested passionately
against this piece of ‘fashionable
humbug’, as he called it.

"Because he had not waited to collect
the signatures of twenty responsible

an increase of five million in a year.
This represents one in every 113

people on the planet, according to the Meanwhile thdaily ExpressLondon

UN agency. wants to bring back the Empire, don't scoff,
The influx of people, the biggest its not impossible! Wouldn't Dublin once

since World War Two, has led to greater again be the second city of the Empire—it

support for far-right groups and contro- Was in the old Empire. We even had a

versial anti-immigration policies. Republican Lord Mayor in Cork for the
In its annual report marking World last 12 months. Poor ould Boris Johnson

Refugee Day, 20th June 2016, the UN Was a mere Mayor of London!

said it was the first time the number of = T

refugees worldwide had passed the 60

million mark. More than half—54%—of Fr- O'Flynn _

the total number are people from just three _ Father James Christopher O'FIynn gjai, preaches

countries: Syria, Afghanistan and Somalia. (S€amus O Floinn) became inter-
According to the report, 65.3 million nationally known for the methods he

people are refugees, asylum seekers ofi€veloped for overcoming speech
displaced, with 12.4 million of those defects after he had been featured by the

newly displaced by conflict or BBC in the edition of'lt Happened to

persecution in 2015. It also revealed thatM€" Which was televised on 17th
24 people a minute were forced to flee January 1961.

in 2015, and that half of all refugees are ~ EVery Sunday morming—from 1924
children under 18. onwards, he held a school of drama in a

Despite the focus on Europe’s mig- loft above a sweet factory in the Shandon

rant crisis, the UN said that 86% of the area of Cork City. _
world's refugees were being sheltered in __This loftwas for 30 years the domain
low and middle-income countries. of Fr. O'Flynn, who had been trained by

Turkey is the biggest host country for @ friend and pupil of Sir Henry Irving, a
refugees worldwide, with 2.5 million training which laid the foundations for
people, followed by Pakistan and Lebanon. his great love of Shakespeare. Ireland's

More than 1,011,700 migrants greatest Shakespearean actors came tBead Statutes
arrived in Europe by sea last year, the "Loft" and §atatth<_afeetofthe priest. On 19th January 2016, the then
according to the International Organis- __ He took children with bad stammers .o tor public Expenditure and
ation for Migration (IOM), although and turnedthem into actors and aclressey aform, Mr Brendan Howlin T.D.,
other agencies put that number muchYnder his guidance sensitive children approved the publication of ti@tatute
higher. Some 35,000 arrived by land, Played full-blooded Shakespearean parts ,, poision Bill 2016This Bill is the
the IOM said. The preferred destinations IN the Cork Opera House. culmination of the first comprehensive
for most were richer northern countries "His enthusiasm for things Gaelic yeyjiew of Acts enacted by the Oireachtas
such as Germany and Sweden. caused him to clash with the Lord 5,4 \yij| repeal almost 300 Public

This is reflected in the UN's figures m:yfghgjvﬁgr:;(?ir(lj(lrt:ih%(\j\:goratlon 85 General Acts enacted between 1922 and
for new asylum applications in 2015, : . 1950 which are now spent or obsolete.
which show Germany was the largest On 8 January, 1915, under the Lord The Minister said: P

. Mayor's privilege, the following motion
recipient. "Statute law revision is the process

was passed at a meeting of the Cork
* Corporation: by which spent or obsolete legislation

of thelrish Catholig. citizens he could not, under the rules,

be listened to.

"But his protest was justified by
subsequent events.

"On 14 May, 1920, the name of
Kuno Meyer was restored to the Roll
of Honorary Freemen of the City of
Cork when Terence MacSwiney was
Lord Mayor." p.49/50. ike a Tree
Planted Richard O’'Donoghue, Gill &
Son, Dublin and Sydney, 1967.)

"We live in a world where isolation-
ism has ceased to have a reason to exist.
We are all internationalists nowhether
we like it or not We cannot refuse to
participate in global markets if we want
to prosper. We cannot ignore new political
ideas in other countries if we want to
innovate. We cannot turn our backs on
conflicts and the violation of human rights
within other countries if we want still to
be secure" (British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, addressing the Economic Club of
Chicago, 22 April 1999.)

Readers, Check Google for the full
address, it is educational!




is removed from the statute book. The
legislation of this period shows a nation Service) Act 1938 which provided for
in its infancy developing its own
legislative framework. Itis appropriate coming into operation of the Constitu-
that we are removing some of the o of the service of public servants

earliest Ieg!slatlon of the.O|reachtas that and the conditions of their employment.
has long since served its purpose, and,,, s

in doing so we pave the way for future
legislative growth".

Posthumous Pardon!

. . The family of the very first man ever to
The obsolete Acts listed for repeal include: o cqive a posthumous pardon in the history
0 The Public Safety (Emergency of the state have said it Hé®en tarnished"
Powers) Act, 1923, enacted during the by the Government's inability to get his
Irish Civil War, granted far reaching name correct on the official documentation.

powers and additional offences and (irish Independentl4.1.2016)

penalties aimed at ensuring public safety.  Henry 'Harry' Gleeson was wrongly
It included the imposition of a death convicted of the 1940 murder of Mary
penalty or penal servitude for anyone ‘Moll' McCarthy. He was sentenced to

the Government of Saorstat Eireann orthe slaying of Ms. McCarthy, a single

certain associated offences. mother of seven, who had been found
0 The Emergency Powers Act 1939, with gunshot wounds to her face.

which granted wide ranging powers at  Throughout the course of his incar-

the outbreak of World War Il including ceration, Mr Gleeson maintained his

the power to suspend the operation ofinnocence. His legal representation also

any law. remained convinced of his innocence.

o Griffith Settlement Act 1923, Following a submission from the
which granted pensions to members oflnnocence Project Ireland and the Justic
Arthur Griffith's immediate family for Harry Gleeson group, the Attorney
following his death. General ordered a review of the case.

o A number of Acts which amended It was undertaken by Shane Murphy
the 1922 Constitution. who uncovered serious deficiencies in

. the conviction, including a lack of sub-
0 The Telephone Capital Acts 1924 stantial \tlalvitljencle uaing N
to 1938 which authorised the expenditure |

of funds to develop the telephonic system. Pre_S|dent Michael D Higgins offic-
- ially signed a posthumous pardon for
of Saorstat Eireann.

Mr Gleeson on December 19. However,
This Bill follows on from the Statute his family have expressed their outrage

Law Revision Acts of 2005, 2007, 2009, that the document prepared by the
2012 and 2015 which completed the Department of the Justice and the Office

o Public Servants (Continuity of Social Policy!

The Poor Law Commissioners' report

the continuity, notwithstanding the of 1861 indicated—

"that able bodied female pauperism
was ... in proportion of more that three
to one in comparison with able bodied
male pauperism and no inconsiderable
number of them are single females
rendered destitute by pregnancy, or as
mothers of illegitimate children."

A Select Committee was set up in

1861 to consider the situation. Among
the contributors was Cardinal Paul
Cullen, Archbishop of Dublin, who post
the Famine, had been sent by the Vatican
to shape modern Irish Catholicism. His
contribution was to suggest that un-
found guilty of an armed revolt against death and was executed a year later for." arried mothers be put in separate wards
and kept away from young girls in the
workhouse a%he presence and mixture
of women with illegitimate children
among young girls must tend to lower
their ideas of female modesty and

purity".

The Cardinal continued his attack

on Poor Law institutions and, in a letter
to the Rector of the Irish College in
eRome, Father Tobias Kirby, who acted
as the conduit to the Vatican, he wrote
as follows:

"In Dublin alone the expenses of the
Poor House have amounted to £60,000
and all the good done amounts to this:
that some hundreds of women with
illegitimate children and prostitutes and
bastards are supported and some 400
old women and men are helped to die
before their day."

Fast-forward to the first Constitution

review of all pre-independence primary Of the Attorney General bears his nick- of the Republic Of Ireland, established
legislation and secondary legislation up hame 'Harry' rather than his correct nameat the first meeting of the Dail on 21st

to and including 1820.

In total 1,124 Acts were examined
during the preparation of this Bill and of
the 707 identified as remaining in force
in whole or in part, 294 were identified

as suitable for repeal and have been listed

for repeal in this Bill.
Further examples of Acts for repeal:

o Constitution (Removal of Oath)
Act 1933 which repealed Article 22 of

the Free State Constitution which requir-
ed members of the Oireachtas to take an

oath declaring their faithfulness to His
Majesty King George V and his heirs
and successors.

o Spanish Civil War (Non-Intervention)
Act 1937 which carries into execution

the international obligations of Saorstat

Eireann in relation to the civil war waged
in Spain, and to prohibit citizens of
Saorstat Eireann from participating in
that war.

'Henry".

January 1919, in the Mansion House.

"l just found absolutely unacceptable Among the clauses agreed were:

that after 75 years of campaigning to
clear his name, the Government can
not even get it correct,” said Mr

Gleesons great-nephew Vincent Phelan.

"This was prepared by the foremost
legal minds in this land, and it is the
first of its kind. What does it say for
our country that they can't get it right?
he asked.

"This is a legal document, and a
nickname appears on it. If you gave a
guard a nickname instead of your real
name that wouldn't be good enough.

"If you appeared in court for a simple

"To encourage the proper physical
development of the children of the
nation by the provision of meals, the
introduction of free medical and dental
examination in schools and the
organisation of pastimes.”

At a Cumann na nGaedheal (now

Fine Gael)-dominated Dail meeting,
post-'"Treaty', the new post-independence
Constitution was drawn up. It came into
effect on 27th April 1923, The Mansion
House clause regarding children's rights

TV licence charge and the wrong name Was withdrawn for reasons which were

appeared it would be thrown out.”
"Mr Phelan complained to the

President's Office and was told in an intentions!

not recorded.

Hell was paved, even then, with good
[rish Independent.etters

email seen by this newspaper that thepage-16.6.2014 from Hugh Duffy, Co.
matter had been referred to the Depart-Ga|Way_)

ment of the Taoiseach(Irish Inde-
pendent14.1.2016)

More VOX PAT on page 34
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Manus O'Riordan

Shavian Self-Indulgence
And Caudwell & Donnelly Critique __|

Brendan Clifford's article ofShaw, how deep was Shaw's contempt for
Casement, Connolly and the Great War" 'ordinary’' Irish humanity, co-existing
in the Second Quarter 2016 issue wasalongside his undoubtedly powerful
very much to the point, particularly his rhetoric in writing of the 1916 Rising. But
critique of Fintan O'Toole's article in then | remembered how insufferable was
the 1916 Centenary edition of thésh his sense of superiority over humanity at
Times extolling G.B. Shaw's attempt to large, and | decided to check out a book |
script Roger Casement's defence. lhad not opened in over four decades.
myself attended its performance on  Christopher St. John Sprigg was born
March 30th, as part of the Easter Weekan English Catholic in 1907. Educated by
"Imagining Home'series in the National the Benedictines, family economic circum-
Concert Hall, which had the following stances forced him to quit school at 15,
programme note penned by O'Toole:  and to begin earning a living in journalism.
During the 1920s he began writing poetry
as Christopher Caudwell, his mother's

by Owen Roen the summer of 1916, family name, and this is the name by which

after the execution of the 1916 leaders, N€ IS best known. He went on to join the
the most famous playwright in the Communist Party of Great Britain's Poplar

world, George Bernard Shaw, sat down Branch in London. In December 1936 he
to write an extraordinary dramatic volunteered to join the International
monologue. It was a speech he hopedBrigades in the Spanish Anti-Fascist War.
to persuade Roger Casement, facing theChristopher Caudwell, while fighting in
death sentence for treason, to deliver atthe ranks of the British Battalion, was
his trial and Shaw believed it would ilied in action on 12th February 1937, as
persuade the jury to spare Casement'sg pattle of Jarama commenced.
life. It has"never been heard in public— 1,4 following years saw the post-
until now. L2 ;
humous publication of his prose works
Owen Roe undoubtedly put in a of literary and scientific criticism.
talented performance. He is one of Ire- Studies in a Dying Cultur@ublished in
land's foremost actors, whose performan-1938, included an essay entitf€teorge
ces | have witnessed and admired forBernard Shaw: A Study of the Bourgeois
over two decades—most notably, as JohnSuperman”. Caudwell provided a mini-
Proctor in Arthur Miller'sThe Crucible ~ mum of biographical detail on Shaw:
(1995), the O'Casey characters of Shamus
Sheils inThe Shadow of a GunméiB96)
and Fluther Good iithe Plough and the
Stars(2003), and—in his most outstand-
ing performance to date—the lead role in
Shakespeare's King Le@013). So Roe
played his character well, including the
provision of a pregnant pause to enable
the audience to take note of a joke and
respond with the intended laughter. Did |
say joke? Well, yes. O'Toole might have
fooled himself into imagining the speech
being delivered by Casement, but Roe
knew he was playing Shaw, with the
customary inclusion of Shavian witti-
cisms. Should one not conclude from that
alone how inappropriate a script it was
for Casement?

"World Premiere.' Treason on Trial'
by George Bernard Shaw. Performed

"Born into a middle-class family that
had fallen from affluence and social
position to embarrassment, the ambi-
tious young Shaw, impressed from
childhood with the necessity for retriev-
ing the former Shavian status, came to
London to gain success. Here he existed
for a time by writing, as poor as any
worker. But thanks to the possession of
a dress-suit and a gift for playing on
the piano, he was still able to mix in
refined Kensington circles. Faced with
proletarianisation, he clung to the bour-
geois class. In the same way, faced with
the problem of ideological proletarianis-
ation in his reading of Marx, he resisted
it, and adhered to Fabianism, with its
bourgeois traditions and its social
respectability.” (1971 edition, p 14).

Brendan Clifford's provision of corres- ~ Caudwell's ideological critique of
pondence between Shaw and his formerShaw was even more scathing:
secretary Mabel McConnell came as an "Shaw in his life acquired general
eye opener for me, for | had not realised recognition among the ordinary

members of the 'middle class' both here
and in America, as representative of
Socialist thought... Shaw is an ex-
anarchist, a vegetarian, a Fabian, and,
of late years, a Social Fascist: he is
inevitably a Utopian socialist. His idea
of Utopia was expounded iBack to
Methuselaha paradise of Ancients who
spend their days in thought and despise
the butterfly young who engage in the
active work of artistic creation and
science. Shaw ... represents the primacy
of pure contemplation. In pure contem-
plation man is alone, is apparently
exempt from co-operation, is wrapped
in a private world; and he is then
believed, by bourgeois thought, to be
wholly free... This is a familiar spect-
acle: the intellectual attempting to
dominate hostile reality by pure thought.
It is a human weakness to believe that
by retiring into his imagination man
can elicit categories or magical spells
which will enable him to subjugate
reality contemplatively. It is the error
of the 'theoretical' man, of the prophet,
of the mystic, of the metaphysician, in
its pathological form the error of the
neurotic. It is the trace of the primitive
believer in magic that remains in us
all... Shaw still believes that out of his
Platonic soul man can extract pure
wisdom in the form of world-
dominating ldeas... It is notable that
the real artist, like the real scientist,
never makes this mistake. Both find
themselves repeatedly pushed into
contact with reality; they desire and
seek reality outside them. Reality is a
large, tough, and—as man gets to know
it—increasingly complex substance...
Now Shaw with his bourgeois individ-
ualism is impatient at the restriction
science sets on the domination of reality
by one acute intellect... Shaw puts
forward ideas drawn purely from his
desires like those of any Hindoo mystic
theorising about the world... Shavian
cosmology is barbarous; it is idealistic.
Shaw dominates this tough, distressing,
gritty environment by the familiar
neurotic method, by imposing on it a
series of fictional delusions of a wish-
fulfilment type. This is not because
Shaw is foolish but precisely because
he is possessed of a naturally acute
intellect. Its very acuteness has given
him a pride which makes him feel he
ought to be able to dominate all
knowledge without social aid, by pure
cerebration. He will not recognise,
except cursorily, the social nature of
knowledge. So we get in his cosmology
an effect like that of an exceptionally
brilliant medicine man theorising about
life. Since the average intellectual is
still infected with similarly barbaric
theorising, it is not surprising that he
does not detect the essential crudity of
all Shaw's philosophy. Bourgeois
speaks to bourgeois" (pp 1-4).



"Shaw's Fabianism ... pervade(s) all
his work, robbing it of artistic as well as
of political value. Believing in the
solitary primacy of thought, all his plays
are devoid of humanity, because they
represent human beings as walking
intellects. Fortunately they are not, or
the human race would long ago have
perished in some dream-fantasy of logic
and metaphysics. Human beings are
mountains of unconscious being,
walking the old grooves of instinct and
simple life, with a kind of occasional
phosphorescence of consciousness at the
summit. And this conscious phosphor-
escence derives its value and its power
from the emotions, from the instincts;
only its form is derived from the
intellectual shapes of thought. Age by
age man strives to make this con-
sciousness more intense, the artist by
subtilising and intensifying the emo-
tions, the scientist by making fuller and
more real the thought form, and in both
cases this is done by burning more being
in the thin flame. Shaw, however, is
obsessed with the pure flame, phosphor-
escence separate from being. The ideas
thus abstracted become empty and petty
and strike with a remote tinkling sound
in the ears. Shaw's plays become an
‘unearthly ballet of bloodless
categories'... " (pp 5-6).

"The source of all happiness and woe
is the disparity between man's being
and man's consciousness, which drives
on society and makes life vital. Now
all this tension, everything below the
dead intellectual sphere, is blotted out
in Shaw. The Life Love, which is his
crude theological substitute for this real
active being, is itself intellectually
conceived. Thus his characters are
inhuman; all their conflicts occur on
the rational plane, and none of their
conflicts are ever resolved—for how
can logic ever resolve its eternal
antinomies, which can only be synthes-
ised in action? This tension creates
heroes like Caesar and Joan of Arc, who,
in response to the unformulated guid-
ance of experience, call into existence
tremendous talent forces of whose
nature they can know nothing, yet
history itself seems to obey them. Such
heroes are inconceivable to Shaw. He
is bound to suppose that all they brought
about they consciously willed. Hence
these heroes appear to him as the neat
little figures of a bourgeois history book,
quite inhuman, and regarding their lives
as calmly as if they were examination
papers on the currents of social change
These plays are not dramas. This is not
art, it is mere debate and just as un-
resolved, just as lacking in tragic
finality, temporal progress or artistic
unity as is all debate” (p 7).

"For this reason too, Shaw is a kind

of intellectual aristocrat, and no one
who is not capable of declaring his
motives rationally and with the utmost
acuity on instant demand appears in his
plays, except as a ludicrous or second-
rate figure. The actors are nothing; the
thinkers are everything. Even a man
who in real life would be powerful,
formidable and quite brainless—the
‘armourer' of 'Major Barbara'—has to
be transformed into a brilliant theoreti-
cian before (as Shaw thinks) he can be
made impressive on the stage. But we
all know and admire characters devoid
of the ability for intellectual formula-
tion, who yet seem in their influence
upon reality nobler, grander, more
powerful and effective than any of our
intellectual friends. We know well
enough in life at all events, that thought
alone does not suffice to drive on the
world, and recognise this in our homage
to 'illusory' ‘irrational’ art, art that speaks
to the mere experience of us, stirring it
into a fleeting and purely emotional
consciousness? None of these charact-
ers, who in war, art, statesmanship and
ethics have been of significance in the
world's history, appear in Shaw's plays.
He is incapable of drawing a character
who is impressive without being a good
arguer in bourgeois dialectic. This
weakness naturally shows itself in his
proletarians. Like the proletarians in the
Army hostel ofMajor Barbara they
are simply caricatures. Only by being
‘educated’ like the chauffeur Man
and Supermahcan they become
respectable...” (p 8).

"But here Shaw is faced with a
dilemma. He is to impose his absolute
truths on the world by the process of
logical debate. But the world of non-
thinkers or half-thinkers on which he
imposes it are necessarily an inferior

humour as a kind of court jester. The
people he had depreciated depreciated
him. The sugar he put on his pill
prevented the pill from acting..." (p 12).

"Faced with the problem of ideo-
logical proletarianisation in his reading
of Marx, he resisted it, and adhered to
Fabianism, with its bourgeois traditions
and its social respectability. This prob-
lem and his answer to it, decided his
ideology and also his art. His knowledge
of Marx enabled him to attack
destructively all bourgeois institutions.
But he was never able to give any
answer to the questiolVhat shall we
do here and now to improve them
besides talking@his problem, in the
veiled form of tainted money comes up
in his work repeatedly—iwWidower's
HousesMajor Barbarg Mrs. Warren's
Professior—and always it ipatched
up. We must accept things as they are
until the system is changed. But no
immediate steps besides talking, are
ever to be taken to change the system.
Major Barbara, horrified at first by
finding the Christ she believes in has
sold out to capital, ends all the same by
marrying the manager of the armament
factory whose proprietor has bought
Him. Shaw himself, who discovered
the ruling class was rotten to the core,
and built on the exploitation of the
workers, yet ends by marrying ideo-
logically money, respectability, fame,
peaceful reformism and ultimately even
Mussolini. He who takes no active steps
to change the system, helps to maintain
the system”(p 15).

Such, then, was the Christopher

Caudwell critique of Shaw. The Dublin-
born poet Leslie Daiken was to write of
the deaths of some more of his fellow

race of creatures—the mere labourers,PO€ts in that Spanish War:

the nit-wit aggregation of the non-

intellectuals, the plastic amorphous
mass whom the intellectual lords of
creation save from disaster by their god-
like commands. How can one drill sense
into these creatures? What will appeal

My voice a reedy note in Arcady,

| too have heard companion voices die—

O Splendid fledglings they, in fiery fettle,

Caudwell and Cornford and Cathal
Donnelly

to their infantile frivolous minds? One Stormcocks atune with Lorca, shot

must of course treat them as one treats down in battle!
children, one must sugar the pill of Young Charlie, our blackbird-sgul, no

reason with paradox, humour, with

Lycid lies.

lively and preposterous incident. Thus His cenotaph—Jarama's olive trees.

Shaw, whom a belief in the primacy of
intellectual consciousness prevented

In 1935-36 Daiken and the Tyrone-

from becpming an artist, was by this born poet Charlie Donnelly roomed
same belief prevented from becoming together in London, co-editirigsh Front,

Eﬁmporarls(/j'cortl)scflfousn.esbs. He becﬁ‘meRepuincan Congress. Donnelly also wrote
€ world's bultoon, because IS ¢, amational Press Correspondence

messages were always wrapped in thejournal of the Communist International

sugar of humour, they were taken as ’

always laughable. The British bour- and for Left ReviewIn December 1936

geois, who ignored Marx, vilified Lenin  Donnelly also set out to join the Inter-
and threw its Tom Manns into prison, national Brigades, arriving in Spain in
regarded Shaw with a tolerant good- January 1937. Charlie Donnelly was killed
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in action during the battle of Jarama on
12th February 1937, while fighting in the
ranks of the James Connolly Unit of the
Abraham Lincoln Battalion.

Before he left for Spain, Donnelly
had published an article in the April
1936 issue oLeft Reviewin which he
also took issue with Shaw. There is no
reason to believe that Donnelly was
aware of the as yet unpublished overall
ideological critique of Shaw written by
Caudwell, his fellow International Brig-
ade volunteer. But there is every reason
to wonder why Fintan O'Toole has failed
to notice Donnelly's article, since Joseph
O'Connor, whom O'Toole places among
the best of modern day Irish writers, had
guoted significant excerpts from that
article in his biographygven the Olives
Are Bleeding: The Life and Times of
Charles Donnelly, (1992, pp 83-85).

When O'Toole arrived on stage on
March 30th, he elicited the desired degree
of laughter from the Concert Hall audi-
ence, when he joked that Casement should
never have listened to a solicitor who
would advise him to turn down Shaw.

Donnelly's article had not, however,
been a general ideological critique of
Shaw, but a specific critique of his pro-
posed script for Casement, showing that
it was Casement himself who had reject-
ed that script. Announcirig discarded
defence of Sir Roger Casement which
George Bernard Shaw wrote and
Casement commented orhe preface
to theLeft Reviewarticle explained the
format that followed:

"In the following paragraphs, Shaw's
and Casement's names precede the
paragraphs of the 'discarded defence'
and the commentary, for which they
were responsible. Part of the time, Shaw
is writing in direct speech, as if he were
the prisoner."

On March 30th, Fintan O'Toole
swelled with pride as he announced the
World Premiere of'an extraordinary
dramatic monologue"and identified
himself completely with Shaw. But
would not the following dialogue, as
edited by Charlie Donnelly and Hieft
Reviewcolleague Montague Slater, have
provided greater dramatic effect, not to
mention greater integrity?

SHAW (for the defence): "The line
taken by the prisoner should be as
follows: First, that his plea of Not Guilty
must not be taken as implying any denial
of the essential facts relied on by the
Crown, but simply a denial that any
guilt applies to them except the guilt
that attaches under the higher law of
God to all who draw the sword against
their fellows even for their country: a

guilt which attaches to all present in the
court equally with the prisoner himself.
That he heartily wished that the court
might have been spared the tedium of
calling witnesses to prove facts which
he did not dispute. He was in no was
ashamed of his conduct, and was quite
willing to add and to amplify if the
Attorney-General cared to call him."

CASEMENT: "Just what | said at
Scotland Yard."

SHAW (for the defence): "As far as
the facts are concerned he embraces
the Crown case instead of repudiating
it. He had made up his mind (After the
shelving of the Home Rule Act) that
his country ought to achieve her
independence of English rule by force
of arms. He had hoped that in a very
humble way he might do for his country
what Garibaldi had been honoured in
England for doing fohis country."

CASEMENT: "The Crown and the
Press call me filthy names, not because
I am an Irish rebel, but because | tried
to seduce the lIrish soldiers from their
allegiance. They sathat was a vile,
base and treacherous act, etc. My reply
is: 'You admire Garibaldi and say he
was the noblest and most chivalrous of
men. But Garibaldi deliberately went
into the Navy at Piedmont to seduce
the sailors form their allegiance, and
was condemned to death as a traitor for
that act." The English Press, etc., say
that in his casall was patriotic and
noble. How about this act of his in
Genoa? This is the only comparison |
institute between my case and Gari-
baldi's. When an act does not hurt them
the English ignore and condone. When
it hurts them they find it 'dastardly"."

SHAW (for the defence): "It was no
more possible, in the prisoner's opinion,
for Ireland to free herself without
foreign alliances than it had been pos-
sible for Italy to free herself without
the help of France, or than France,
Belgium and Russia could not withstand
the Central Powers single-handed. He
therefore naturally and properly sought
to obtain, and to a certain extent did
obtain, the assistance of the German
Empire in his enterprise. He had no
apology whatever for that. It was his
plain duty to his country... The prisoner
might proceed as followsdid not want
German troops in Ireland. | have just
the same objection to a German
occupation of Ireland that this country
has to a Russian, French or Italian
occupation of England, however
friendly. | did not want to have any
soldiers in Ireland except Irish soldiers.
What | wanted from Germany was
money, munitions, and Irish soldiers,
and this was all | accepted.”

CASEMENT §coring out the word
‘money"’ heavily): "l did want a German
army in Ireland for the very reason that
Wolfe Tone, Lord Edward Fitzgerald

and every sensible Irish rebel wanted
French—or Hugh O'Neill Spanish—
troops, because it is not possible for
Ireland without effective foreign help
to cut the connection. The Irish Brigade
was to be the justification for Germany
sending her men—quite rightly, too.
Germany said to me, 'Prove that
Irishmen will fight as well as talk for
their liberty and we will help," and |
said, 'I'll try and prove it with the only
material to hand, and if | do, will you
help?' And Germany said, 'Yes', and
signed, sealed and delivered it."

SHAW (for the defence): "The fact
that | served England well enough to
have my services publicly acknow-
ledged and specially awarded shows
that |1 have no quarrel with England
except the political quarrel which
England respects and applauds in
Poland, Italy, Belgium, in short, in every
country except those conquered and
denationalised by England herself."

CASEMENT: "Yes, | have. | deny
'England's’ claim to India and Egypt
even as | deny her claim to Ireland—on
the very ground that what | claim for
one country | should never withhold
from others, and not aid them, too, to
obtain. 1 am not only an Irish
Nationalist, but an anti-Imperialist.”

SHAW (for the defence): "If you
persist in treating me as an Englishman
you bind yourselves to hang me as a
traitor before the eyes of the world.
Now, as a simple matter of fact, I'm
neither an Englishman nor a traitor: |
am an lIrishman captured in a fair
attempt to achieve the independence of
my country, and you can no more
deprive me of the honours of the
position than the abominable cruelties
inflicted 600 years ago on William
Wallace in this city when he met a
precisely similar indictment with a pre-
cisely similar reply, have prevented that
brave and honourable Scot from becom-
ing the national hero of his country...
Will you credit me when | say that
those three days of splendid fighting
against desperate odds in the streets of
Dublin have given back Ireland her self
respect?... And now, gentlemen, you
may hang me if you like. I will not add
‘and be damned to you', because | feel
no more ill-will to you than | did when
you were glad enough to claim my
public work as the work of an English
Consul... My neck is at your service if
it amuses you to break it: my honour
and reputation are beyond your reach...
| ask for no mercy, no pardon, no pity.
I sincerely and humbly beg your pardon
if at any moment during this trial my
inextinguishable pride in being an
Irishman and my exultation in the
bravery and devotion of my countrymen
has betrayed me into an exhibition of
vanity. Gentlemen, | have done my
duty: now it is your turn."



CASEMENT: "Shaw's version is all fought and died in Ireland—misled arfjd has flagged. The white populations of
right: but he does not understand one- deceived by Germany and by me—dut Western Europe face steep falls in the
tenth of the issue the Crown had in  contempt and scorn for those wHo next ten years. Among the ethnic groups
view. They are not after me—except  misled them and later (the aftermathof i the US, the only fertility rate lower
insofar as they have to keep in with  a hopeless delusion) to get all the Irigh (1,51 that of white people is that of the
public feeling. They are out to befoul Nationalists into the war on England
Germany first of all: to show up the side, and satisfy 'legal Irish Nationalit
‘German plot' and 'Clan-na-Gail' (sic) by some promise and pretext of Horhe  The plight of the Native Americans
plot, and then to belittle me personally  Rule—that nauseous fraud—when the is instructive. It mirrors the well-known
and point to the trio as fine guides and  common enemy, Germany, is beater]." phenomenon of all so-called ‘primitive
helpers of the Irish people. The reaction tribes’ after European colonisers had
is to have this effect—glorification of = And that, for Casement, was the kky e them insert elements of European
good will of the Irishfighters who  issue, as Donnelly readily understood| morality into their systems of moral rules

,S Native Americans.

derived from some venerated source. The
result for the consequently hybrid system
was the absence of such a source and an
incoherence that by way of senselessness
produced anomie or normlessness:
spreading alcoholism, sexual licence,
suicides and falling fertility

Desmond Fennell

A Morality that Does Not Make Sense Small wonder. then. that the West's

It's about being good, we were told, ~ Human beings inherit from their senseless reigning morality has had
when teachers in the mass media urged usnillennia of experience an intuitive ability effects on Westerners similar to those
to endorse contraception, casual sex,to assess the presence or absence of sen¥éhich European colonialism had on
abortion and samesex marriage; to writein the morality—the framework for life— those ‘primitive tribes’.

Ms instead of Mrs or Miss, first-name that is prescribed for them by their rulers. Witness the more sensitive of us
everyone and avoid new evsmswith This is not a matter of assessing the justice . : . X '
American names. Add these practices ofor correctness of the morality. It is an partlcularl_y i young, feeling a pain of
compassion and equality, we were told, to assessment, rather, of the coherence of itS OUI. t.h at ISSUES n recurrgnt attempts to
the OK elements of the old European rules with each other, and with human apmhﬂatg CONSCIOUSNESS. temporanly by
morality and you will be enlightened, lib- needs and the felt general nature of things.bmg(.e'drlnklng or drugs or—at a rising )
eral, progressive, in short, good people. Such coherence is one necessary characterr-ate in the last 50 years—perma_nently,
Such was and is the new hybrid morality istic for the morality to make sense. the sharp-eyed types who, reading the
that we have been adopting since the 1970nother is suggested by those historical senselessness as normlessness, have

when American left-liberalism spread its societies that we call ‘civilisations’. grown rich by sgpplylng the quQS or, if
wings, imperially, across the West bankers, by cutting corners; if statesmen

That these perceived and felt sense inby spying on citizens or if angry by
Those left-liberal idealists (they were their respective moralities is attested by making murder, once a rare occurrence
to become neo-liberals and to call them- the fact that, unless destroyed by outsidehere in Ireland, something that seems to
selves plain "liberals”) were animated, like force, they lasted for hundreds or more happen every week or fortnight.
their Russian communist counterparts, by of years. And we note that in each  Intwo key respects, the consumerist-
moral disapproval of European civilisation instance—the morality's coherence beingliberal morality has been particularly bad
and a vision of its just amendment and a given—it also had a venerated source for Western women. Since the 1970s
replacement. They were also counteringsupernatural or human (seer, lawgiver, the spaces and times in which a woman
with the support of small minorities of holy man or the ancestors). can move safely alone have been

citizens—using the mass media, parli- : diminishing. Only in the aftermaths of
aments and supreme courts—the Similal’ly So it seems reasonable to conclude tha;great wars have so many mothers had to

godless and hybrid communist morality for a morality to make sense to people as ear their children alone.

that was being imposed on Eastern Europeframework for life, it needs to have both That a society of human beings faced

e herence and a venerated source, super-
and evangelising westwards. co _ , Lith senselessn nnot | n rea-
natural or human. If it lacks these char- th senselessness cannot last stands to rea

The American state and business acteristics, it presents, rather than a frame->°"- Alter a few decades, disintegration sets
corporations, mass media included, hadyork that makes sense. senselessness. " &nd ultimately—as the fate of the Russian
noted the profit that could be made from ’ communist experiment shows—completes
these new rules of behaviour, thought and ~ The American neo-liberal morality, itself. When the West's turn comes, and
language. So the new 'liberal agenda'while advancing over the past 50 years,signs of it are there, it will be time for
obtained their backing, and automatically has lacked those characteristics: basicAmeropeans to get serious. Indeed, that time
that of the states and big business of Westcoherence by being a hybrid of old and is already here and advance thinking about
ern Europe. Thus this neo-liberalism (the new; a venerated source, quite obviously.what we will do then is in order. This time
classical kind that partly shapes the Irish And the signs are that those to whom ound, no anti-human utopia, but—with an
Constitution buried) supplied the ethic of the corrective zeal of the neo-liberal €ye to how China transits culturally from
the consumerist decades leading up to thddealists has been principally directed— 0ld to new—a new civilisation. Our
Crash. That same alliance of social white Westerners—have been finding, European ancestors began to build an
idealism with money-making by states and consciously or subconsciously, the enduring one a thousand years ago.
business is trying now, led by the massresulting life senseless. Most fundament- http://www.desmondfennell.com/
media, to revive those halcyon days. ally, their desire to reproduce such a life http://www.atholbooks.org/
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later published Churchill’'s Memoirs).

De Gaulle wrote a foreword td@he
Riom Trial'.

These books by Tissier were advert-
ised and favourably reviewed in the
Times Literary Supplemeof 1942 and
1943. In particularThe Government of
Vichy' was reviewed on 20th June 1942
by Professor Sir Denis William Brogan,
ho also reviewetd worked with Laval'

Cathy Winch

Book Review:

The Vichy Government
as seen by a Gaullist in 1942

In May-June 1940 France suffered a In January 1944 the General Council of
catastrophic military defeat. The Armis- the Resistance issued a Programme forV

tice of 22nd June divided France in two victory and reconstruction that was also (22 August 1942), andhe Riom Trial

parts: the Occupied Zone, in which the in large part a punitive revenge prog
conquering forces controlled the Channel*ramme targeting all those who had
and Atlantic coasts and hinterland, plus worked for Vichy. Everyone in France
the Paris region and Alsace-Lorraine. today, from Sarkozy to the Communist
The remainder, the so-called Free Zone,Party, invokes the Resistance Programme
had its own Government, in Vichy. That as the basis for modern, socially fair
Government administered all of France France. But this Programme erased from
(except the North and Alsace-Lorraine), memory the experience of almost all
and dealt with the problems thrown up Resistants, who had supported Vichy in
by the defeat: the two million prisoners, 1940, and of all those who worked
the millions of refugees, the disorganisa- throughout the war to liberate prisoners
tion of food supplies, and longer -term and to organize food and transport, as
problems such as unemployment. well as set the foundations for modern
Not knowing how long the situation France. It tars all supporters of Pétain as
would last, the Vichy Government dealt ‘traitors’. From then on only the repres-
with the urgent problems but also embark- sive side of Vichy was ever mentioned.
ed on a programme of total reorganisation
of the country. Some results of this
reorganisation were kept on after the War
because they were plainly fair and useful,

In 1945 people were asked to believe
that apart from a bunch of traitors
for example, pay as you go State Old Frenchmen and women had supported
Age Pension's regrouping of farm plots De Gaulle anc_j the Re_3|stance, and that

’ ' they owed their liberation to them. They

the Pans transport system, and IegISIatlonwere also asked to believe that all who
against alcoholism.

Robert Paxton. in his authoritative supported Pétain had been traitors, and

bookVichy France: Old Guard and New :?aiaitrsrf:reTrgzegest,?SvZSiVSZar f\ll?thbtﬁgn
Order, 1940-1944showed that useful ! y

. contradiction was to opt for the first
work was done under Vichy. The latest . .
. myth. But the French gained nothing by
passing acknowledgment comes from

the historian Antony Beevor: this, as the English and the Americans

(20 February 1943).

Wikipedia tells us:

"Sir Denis William Brogan (born

11 August 1900 in Glasgow; died 5
January 1974), Scottish author and
historian. He studied in Glasgow,
Oxford, and Harvard. From 1939 to
1968, he was a fellow of Peterhouse
and professor of political science in
Cambridge. He became known for
broadcast radio talks, chiefly on histori-
cal themes, and as a panellist on BBC
radio's Round Britain Quiz, when he
affected a testy, hyperacademic persona.
In 1963, he received a knighthood. He
was the brother of journalist Colm
Brogan and the father of historian Hugh
Brogan."

One TLS advertisement read:

"A former Councillor of State and
Principal Private Secretary to Laval
when he was Premier of France
discusses the problems and examines
the work of the Vichy Government, in
agriculture, industry, finance, social
reform etc; and shows the results that
must arise from the unsatisfactory
situation at the Armistice combined
with present policy."

Tissier described Vichy achievements

_ ~ play on the second myth when it suits objectively. As a De Gaulle supporter,
"On 2 January 1946, just before his them. For example, the head of SNCF, Tissier was hostile to Vichy, because it
departure, De Gaulle appointed Monnet the State Railway company, had to negotiated the Armistice, and that to him

to head theCommissariat Général du
Plan. This was to provide centralised
planning writ large. Monnet brought in
almost the whole team from tiizelé-
gation Générale a I'Equipement
National even though it had been
created by the collaborationist Vichy
regime. These bright youngethno-
crates from the top schools of the
French administration had worked on
projects to modernise France within the
"new European order" of the Third
Reich. After the war they were the very
same people who were to run the
European Coal and Steel Community,

headed of course by Monnet, and thengijther myth had taken root.

in 1958, the European Economic
Community."
https://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2016/jun/20/brexit-make-
britain-worlds-most-hated-nation

None of that is generally remembered.

apologise publicly for the role played was a betrayal of France and of Great
by the SNCF during the war, decadesBritain; the men of Vichy were in his eyes
later when he wanted to negotiate atreacherous, cunning, hypocritical and
contract in California in 2010. The without honour. Nevertheless, as he
English media hark on about ‘the dark claimed himself, he gavéa plain and
years’, and at the time of French opposi- objective analysis of the legislative work
tion to the Iraq war, the French were of Marshal Pétain and his Government".
branded as th&surrender monkeys" He acknowledged that Vichy's actions,

This denial of the reality of Vichy given wartime constraints, could not be
has left France open to this sort of otherthan they were. He thought that Vichy
humiliation. had to deal not just with problems brought

up by war, occupation and blockade, but

Awell respected Gaullist wrote about a|so problems that dated from before the
Vichy half way through the War, before war. These included: weakness of execu-
He was tive power, depopulation, destruction of
Lieutenant-Colonel Pierre Tissier, the the family, and the Jewish question. Tissier
Comptroller of the Free French. His was himself thinking about what should
four books The Government of Vichy’ be done post-war to address these
‘The Nazification of Vichy Frantge'| questions. His answers were sometimes
worked with Lavaland The Riom Trial’  much more drastic than Vichy's answers,
were published by Harrap, (the firm that as we will see.



The Government of Vichy The fourth trump card was the ability unemployment; and inflation. He added:

Tissier used information from the to print money: "To obtain the co-operation of the
press and radio, and the Official Gazette "Money no longer costs the Govern-  peasantry he must needs multiply
(le Journal Officie) which listed all laws, ment anything, and it can proceed to all ~ concessions to agriculture; to win the

decrees and orders emitted, and modi- the reforms previously held up for  co-operation of the great industrialists
fied, by Vichy; there were an enormous  financial reasons. It can reduce taxes he must nee_ds grant them excessi_ve
number daily, governing every aspect and increase expenditure. It can create and unconscionable powers; to obtain
of life including production and use of ~ ©0ld age pensions, multiply grants and  a few necessary concessions from the
commodities, down to the last grape pip  "¢/i€fs, lend money, carry out endless  Reich he was driven to plunge into a
(literally: "A law of August 20, 1940, public works." violent racial policy; to pacify public

. . opinion he had to hunt about for traitors

ordered vine-growers to collect th(_a PIPS  Ang finally, the last trump card was  atany price."
from the marc{by-product of wine the absence of a programme: o _
making for oil used in soap, paints and . oS o Tissier spent the last 200 of his 340
varnish' (p. 300). “Lenin, Mussolini, or Hitler, when  pages describing Vichy actions in minute

I might note here that Tissier stated ;Peeey reTa;Qed pow?r:, wlere no flotr;]ggr detail, under the following headingthe
wrongly that theJournal Officiel de la \ y were e saves o el Strengthening of the Statihe Renova

. . . party and of their programme. Pétain, . .

République Francaisevas renamed the Chief of the State, is entirely free. tion of the PopulationWork and Un
Journal Officiel de I'Etat Francais, {...} In June 1940 Pétain had no party employmentthe Return to the Land,
because of the desire of Pétain and Laval and seemed not to belong to any party.Planned Economoney and the Bud
to abolish the Republic; in fact the He had no programme, no engagementsJ€t Supplies and Prices What is
change of name only occurred after to respect, no promises to keep. Hestriking is how much Tissier took it for
1940; getting rid of the Republic as such  could therefore make decisions solely granted that there was need for reform,
was not a priority. As Tissier himself  inthe interests of France, with no need and how seriously he took Vichy initia-
said, decisions in war time could not be 10 compromise with anyone whomso- tives, and how, in his judgement of them,
taken in a republican manner, after ~EVer In any matter whatsoever. A”d" he took into consideration the narrow
leisurely parliamentary and party debate, that is a source of incalculable strength. margin of manoeuvre that Vichy had.
but had to be taken quickly and without  Tissier stressed that the Armistice
discussion, and, besides, Vichy's greatwas thought, both by France and Ger- Th_e Strengthening of the StaFe
preoccupation was to make do with many, to last only for a short time, until T|SS|erthoughtthatthe.State impera-
available resources, and | imagine thatpeace was signedThe armistice had tively needed strengthening. Pre-War,
they used up the existing stationery not been intended to govern a durable Government authority was weak and

before changing the name. situation” The situation was meant to dispersed. What France needed was a
After a long introduction analysing pe temporary, until Britain agreed to Systemon the model of America or Great
the wrongs of the Armistice, Tissier set peace. Britain, with "a small number of great

out the position of France as Occupation  Tissjer pointed out that the continu- Parties representing the essential shades
began: she had to pay an enormous levyation of the British blockade made it ©f public opiniofi.

to the Occupying Power; she lost herimpossible for France to ensure supplies. 10 cope with its situation, Vichy
principal resources in minerals and phos-for the population, and forced her to instituted an authoritarian regime; Tissier
phates with the joining of the northern greater collaboration with the enethgn  thought this was not necessarily a bad
and eastern regions to Belgium or to thehad been envisaged by the Armistice: thing, since'it allows of swifter action
Reich; she lost 1,200,000 agricultural "Administration implies daily on thg part_ of the. Goyt_ar_nment and the
workers made prisoners; she could not administratiori. His criticism was that

: ; e contacts with the occupying authority _ . . )
bring her total resources into one unified ;4 daily concessions on both Sides_thls wasn't done properly: the personnel

whole after the creation of arigid internal  And the problem of supplies involves a 'acked authority and competence. In fact,
frontier; and she had used up her grain  still more active collaboration." Ministers changed as often as under the
surplus to feed the millions of 1940 L e previous regime and real power could
refugees from the North-East. Tissier noted that Pétain never no: pe exercised in a divided country

Then there was the Blockade set upmentloned the British bIc_Jckade_ as one,nere the most burning problems—food
by Britainm which prevented imports of the causes of French distre$Birect 4 unemployment—uwere not tractable

on which the French economy and food attacks on the blockade are found _only anyway.
supplies depended. the mouths of the men who are deliber

After setting out the difficulties ately plgying_the Germangame {...} and The Renovation of the Pnpulatinn_
facing the Pétain’s Government, Tissier the Ear!s traitors." _ o This was crucial ac_co_rdmg to Tissier,
set out its five trump cards: _ Tissier made the important distinct- and here he was _thlnklng in pre- and

First, Pétain’s own prestige, which ion here tha_t was b_Iurred after 1945, post-War terms, since France did not

between Paris and Vichy collaborators. have enough population to produce more
than it consumed; on the contrary, it had
Insight Into Vichy France to import to meet its needs and would

Tissier explained that Pétain was not eventually lose its independence in the
for a purge of all its administration and bound by a pre—existing party-based worlt_j because of this. _ -
of the leaders at the head of affairs’.  Programme, but that he still was not free  Vichy encouraged bigger families by

The disappearance of all super- 10 do what he wanted, because hisgiving generous family allowances, but
vision, that is, of parliament and of a Collaborators made demands on him, andvent wrong, according to Tissier, in not
free press‘everything the government because he was not master of the circumpaying attention to the quality of the
does is outside discussion” stances: lack of food and resources,children produced and not embracing
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was considerable, and which Tissier
himself felt. Then—

"A desire for a general clean up’,
that is ‘the intense desire felt by France
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eugenics, sterilisation and selective absolute unity of language, of traditions,  second place, that the interruption in
abortion. of intellectual and moral educatitin her work could not be a ground for
This is what Tissier thought and was Tissier made the same distinction that ~breaking her contract. Infringement of
able to write in wartime London in 1942: Vichy made, between assimilated French tr;gse F’_rOV'S'O“? entda:‘lls heavy penalties
; ; eai of imprisonment and fines."
"There remains the more delicate JEWS and recentimmigrants. For Tissier, P

question of selection with regard to "the Jewish problem cannot be Agriculture

babies. Here again it would be foolish  disassociated from the problem of Throughout the book Tissier entered
to put one’s head in blinkers. France foreigners. Jews {...} who are . L ;

should not have children at any cost  unassimilated must be subjected to thelr:]otsv::e\,;/s:,ii/hiosfcflr:alglr(érr]?hzfn\i/r:ctrf]]}g ggg i
and of any and every kind. She must same measures of restriction as French £ th h & ool P
turn to eugenics and—it is no use to  subjects of recently acquired nationality ter of theReturn to the Landa policy

shrink from the words—to the practice ~ who are unassimilated". which he discussed on its merits. He

of properly controlled sterilisation. , i devoted several chapters to agriculture,
"This amounts to saying that Thgt is, some occupations must bej, \hich he agreed that Vichy had the

marriage must be permitted only denied them. right policies for the improvement of

between individuals who are completely Tissier went much further than Vichy
healthy and capable of producing . ing of farms"and by mechanisation. The

healthy children: those who do not IN Nis attitude to Jews: in his view they ; _ :
satisfyythis condition should only be "Mustbe deprived of everything that links regrouping of farms led to fields lying
allowed to contract a marriage after them to their original nationality by " asingle block, easier to work than the

sterilisation.” which he means they must be cut off previous situation of farm property in

from a separate language, Jewish educaSMall separated lots. (This regrouping
Sterilisation should also be carried tion, religious association, and from the Was eventually one of the lasting legacies

out on individuals susceptible of passing possibility of mixing with other Jews. of Vichy.)

on incurable disease or infirmit\esp In other words, they must become in- To make sure that land was not
ecially on the occasion of medical distinguishable from non-Jewish French divided between children on the death
inspections for recruits, and the period of the owner, Vichy altered inheritance

farm production: both bithe regroup

ical medical inspections that ought to peczﬁlses.ier,s London publisher (Harrap), law to permit one heir to inherit the
be made compulsdty the Times Literary Supplementhich whole, with the State helping him to
None of these drastic measures were.q\iewed his book, and his leader, de compensate the other heirs.
ever envisaged by Vichy. Gaulle, must have found nothing object- Industry
Tissier thought that post-War France ionable in these views. The Vichy State controlled all aspects
would need to import foreign workers, of industry. This system was installed,
but must do so without losing its homo- Work and Pensions Tissier said, "by men most of whom were

geneity: the foreigners necessary for ~ Tissier criticised Vichy for not only yesterday convinced theorists hold
the national economy must be incorpor- abolishing the reforms made by the 1936ing to economic liberalism"The paradox
ated within the national community. Popular Front. These reforms reducedwas explained by the pressure of distress
This is to be done by assimilation: hours of work (the 40 hour week), and and famine; by France being at the time a
introduced paid holidays and collective clgsed economy due to the blockade; and

bargaining for workers. Tissier also py the inflation related to levies
criticised the introduction of Old Age

"In the first place, all foreigners,
whether Jews or not, must be deprived
of everything that links them to their

original nationality. This means that Pensions, whichexcluded ‘old workers’ Transport

they must be prohibited from using their from the labour markét All these As with each aspect of economic life,

own language, at least in public, from measureslimited the amount of work Tissjer began by describing the situation:
buying publications in a foreign lang- that could be dorie In this case, railways were damaged by

uage, from grouping themselves into  Tissier was strongly against the war and hampered by lack of materials
autonomous communitieslwith their creation of pensions, more especia”yand Coal, while road transport was
own schoolmasters and priests. Theypecause a Pay-As-You-Go system ofaffected by lack of petrol, and maritime
?;E;Sgi?)uf? {hS?eFrﬁz?;t?|lle be scatteredyistripution was used, with the money transport was injured by the blockade.
collected being immediately usedtopay ~ He then detailed Government meas-
Not only must foreigners learn pensions, instead of capitalisation: all yres to improve the situation. In the case
French, one must "press them to marrythe money collected was being usedof the railways, he congratulated the State
French men or French women". He immediately instead of being collected company SNCF for getting back to almost
added: into a Fund. 1939 level of freight activity. Tissier
"It is legitimate that certain French- ~ National Insurance, with defined mentions the Paris Transport Board, a
men regarded as insufficiently assimil- Benefits, was made compulsory for all single State-supported organisation, which
ated should be deprived of certain wage or salary earners. A law on sl exists today and continues under the
rights." maternity welfare is also worth noting, same name, RATP (and, in 2016, runs
and Tissier quoted it without comment: some London buses as well).

] ) ) "Law No. 3763 of September 2,
"The Jewish problem exists, evenin 1941, on maternity welfare, provided, Money and the Budget
France. Itis an undeniable fact, and no iy the first place, that every woman The State was able to collect much
realistic policy can be blind to it." was entitled to be received in a hospital €SS in tax than pre-War:  tax relief was
for one month before the birth of a given in many cases, some taxes had
He described Jews as an international  child and for one month after, without been lowered—and 2 million prisoners
group without ties to the land, witfari disclosing her identity; and, in the held in Germany were not paying any

Regarding Jews, Tissier said:



tax. Yetthe Government had a massive that France felt an undeniable need for current authority on Vichy; both writers

public works programme and had arenewal. The institutions existing in describe in great detail how the actions
increased social expenditure and sub- June 1940 were no longer adapted toof Vichy were undeniably useful in many

sidies. It solved its cash problem by actual conditions; and indeed they had \yays, not just in coping with war circum-

printing money: its currency was no  nothing truly democratic about them giances ‘but in creating elements of
longer related to gold reserves. gﬁte:relr|?u\5vvgirda12%e|3tr2|r;ceést22r:Tt]i:emOdem France.

Any foreign trade was conducted there.fore to begin again from zero and Both conclude their books with a
through barter, and differences paid in =, iq completely anew.” condemnation of Vichy which does not
gold or foreign currency. follow from what they have written in

Internally, the imperative was to keep  However, against this, Tissier thought the preceding hundreds of pages. Inthe
the franc to a stable value, that of {he whole enterprise was a completec@se of Paxton, only his conclusion is
September 1939. Therefore the State had,jjyre. taken notice of in France.
to do everything possible to maintain this e ended his book with a condemn-
stability, such as fixing prices, and making atjon of Vichy. At the end of the war a political
an enormous number of regulatieasuch Was this on account of its attitude to decision was made to pretend the real
as forcing people to pay by cheque in jeyws? Jews don't get a mention in theVichy never happened. A dark blanket
transactions above a certain sum efc. concluding words of the book. was spread over the period, which is

The banking system was reorganised,  \yas it because Vichy was not taking NOW referred to asthe black years”
and the system of stocks and shareyart in the struggle against Fascism and{ €S années noirés This mystery, this
altered. Shares appreciating in valuefor pemocracy? There is no mention of refusal to look at what actually happened,
were subjected to a heavy tax. Fascism or Democracy. has helped to create a permanent weak-

No. the fault was that collaboration Ness in the view France is able to form
Supplies and prices with Germany did not bring enough Of herself. Since the factual description

A vast number of regulations and e resuits. of Vichy is ignored, there is no defence

prohibitions attempted to govern the sale against distorted versions.  France is

and consumption of various foods, at  Tissier wrote like Robert Paxton, the not in charge of its own history.
home and in restaurants (e.g., in restoe

ants, as a first cours&nly snails may
be served hot" .

The maximum utilisation of pro Cathy WlnCh
ducts, in areas hitherto neglected, wWas
ordered, e.g. the grape pips (see previpus
review), but it was also ordered that thqre
should be no eating of rhubarb leavies
(which are poisonous: radio announde-
ment 14 June 1941), etc, etc.

There was price regulation a
control, rationing and oversight of t . . . .

-, Tissier And The Riom Trial

market, as well as rent control; increa:

in rent were forbidden, unless the lanf-  |n February 1942 Vichy gave the the speeches of Léon Blum, one of the
lord had made improvements of direCt \orld a strange spectacle, that of aaccused. The Trial took two years to
benefit to the tenant. Decrees alpocountry discussing in public the reasonsprepare, since the judges were investiga
reduced rent payable on housing Igft for its occupation by a foreign power. tive judges and accumulated masses of
vacant through tenants being prisong¢rsand the world listened, over a hundred documents before the Trial could start.
or war, or refugees not allowed to retfn ang fifty journalists attended, including 100,0000 pages of documents were gather

Review of "The Riom Trial'

By Lieutenant-Colonel Pierre Tissier
Maitre des Requétes au Conseil d'Etat
Author of "The Government of Vichy"
George Harrap and Co. London 1942

to a prohibited zone. from the United States and Chile. Two ed. The accused also prepared, with the
years later the same regime was execrahelp of teams of lawyers.
Tissier’s conclusion ted as a regime of terror conducted by  In 1945 Pétain was put on trial with
Tissier's conclusion is both positive trajtors who must be eliminated. hardly any preparation and was made

and damning. On the plus side he says:  |n 1940 the scale and speed of theresponsible for the defeat of France; he
"We have given a plain and objectiJe mjlitary defeat left the country in shock. was found guilty of'intelligence with
analysis of the legislative work oF pgtain decided to give the population anthe enemy"the implication being that
Marshal Pétain and his Government| = o, yianation by putting on trial those he had handed over the country to Ger-
Can we form a final judgment o . . .
responsible. many voluntarily. There was no discus-

this work without the perspective . £ th it disast hich had
time? It contains excellent things thht  The personnel of the several Govern- > o ' T€ mittary disaster which ha
led to the 1940 Armistice. In terms of

w@ll deserve to be retained, particular ments of the years leading up to the Warfairness o resoect for the truth. the
¥V'th.| regard t;) the protection of the \vere put on trial, accused of the defeat. oo " as vaF\)stI suberior.
iggn;géxLllfetnf{nﬁﬁgﬁsgl\?en:gﬁésot , Pétain announced the trial as early as July y superior.

faulty in the application. Wher ¥Y1940. It would take place in the little The Vichy Government judges did
political considerations did not have town of Riom which had a large court not find it a simple matter getting to the
be brought into play it cannot b 00M, and the trial became known as thebottom of why France was beaten. France
doubted that desirable reforms habe Riom Trial At the time it was follow_e_d ha_d gctually start_ed the War, along with
been effected or attempted. by the world's press, and the British Britain. So the first question to answer

"And furthermore, it must be sai8l Labour Party published the transcript of was: why did France declare war?
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England declared war on Germany the War would have been welcome. Defence and the principal military chiefs
on the 3rd September 1939 in the morn-Some in Vichy wanted to give Germany met to determin&vhether France ought
ing. France followed a few hours later. that satisfaction, but most did not. to fulfil her pledges to Poland and was

They declared war because they had in a position to do so”
promised Poland that they would come  Those who wanted to avoid the
to her assistance if she was attackedquestion of the declaration of war won  Vichy did not want to put the army
Hitler attacked Poland on 1st September.the day, and it was decided not to makein an uncomfortable position by saying
The reason for the attack was that thethe question of the declaration of war that the Army was responsible for the
Polish refusal to accept the reunification part of the Trial. A secret session of the defeat, and the only military man on
of the German city of Danzig with Trial discussed the high level Government trial, General Gamelin, helpfully refused
adjoining East Prussia, along with the /Army meeting of 26th August 1939 to answer any question or speak at all.
construction of rail and road communica- which had debated whether France wasThat left, as an indictment, inadequate
tions between West and East Prussiaready militarily to go to war over Poland, preparation for war since 1936 by
through the Polish Corridor. but that was all. Ministers, in particular by Léon Blum,

These facts could not be gone into  The decision to exclude the declar- Prime Minister in the 1936-37 Popular
publicly at the Riom Trial, since Britain ation of war from the Trial influenced Front, and Edouard Daladier. The
and France had declared War onthe choice of who to prosecute. GeorgesPopular Front reduced the amount of
Germany on 3rd September, but hadMandel had been Minister for the time worked by factory workers (40 hour
done nothing to help Poland militarily. Colonies (1938-39) and had been anweek, 2 weeks paid holidays), allowed
Poland was crushed. advocate for war with Nazi Germany. strikes and factory occupations,

France could not admit that it was He was arrested by Vichy but not put on nationalised war manufactures and thus
co-responsible for starting the War. trial with the other politicians, because caused France to be unprepared. That
Admitting war guilt would put France he was seen as a representative of thevas the scenario envisaged for the Trial.
in a weak position if there were to be a 'warmongers' and war mongering was
peace settlement between France andot to be mentioned. Daladier, who had In the court room Blum and Daladier
Britain and Germany—which might take signed the Munich Agreement, was were allowed to make four-hour speech-

Alsace-Lorraine. chosen instead as a culprit. es, which were admired for their
There was henceforth no public eloguence. They made short work of the
Besides, Britain was still in the War. mention of the declaration of war. witnesses. They were able to show that
Britain was still theoretically an ally; at they had ordered more war materials, and

least Vichy France was not at war with Pierre Tissier, who had been a higherhad made military service longer than
it, it had only committed itself, at the civil servant in the Conseil d'Etat and had Ministers before 1936, including
Armistice, not to give military assistance was in 1942 a collaborator of De Gaulle Marshal Pétain, Minister for war in 1934,
to the enemies of Germany. If Francein London as Comptroller of the Free who presided over cuts in the military
admitted war guilt, that would implicate French, wrote a contemporary accountbudget and shortening of military service.
Britain, which had declared war at the of the Trial. He obviously had connec- The Trial made Pétain and Vichy look
same time. tions with people in Riom, since he had ridiculous, and it was 'suspended pending
These topics were a source of embar-in his possession the full shorthand a completement of information'. It had
rassment. More generally opinions verbatim transcript of the Trial, including lasted from February to April 1942.
towards the War with Germany were that of the secret session mentioned
divided. above. None of that was supposed to be The defeat of France
Before 1939, politicians were calling available to anyone outside the courtand  Since he was in London supporting
for war with Germany, and were opposed the Vichy Government. This seems to de Gaulle, Tissier used his reporting of
by others who did not want war. The show that there were direct links betweenthe Trial to give his own explanation for
Vichy Government was composed of ele- people in Vichy and people in London. the French defeat. For him the cause
ments on both sides of the argument, which  He noted the exclusioffrom the of the defeat was the refusal of High
had been for and against declaring war. proceedings of the men who had exer Command to adopt the methods recom-
cised a decisive influence on the positionmended by General De Gaulle, the name
Then there was the attitude to adoptof the French Government in August never mentioned at Riom, who as Colo-
towards England after the Armistice. 1939, Paul Reynaud and Georges nel De Gaulle had put forward the war
Some in Vichy accused Britain of Mandel" He noted also that the indict- doctrine that would have saved France.
dragging France into war and then aband-ment omitted'everything relating to the The General Command, responsible for
oning her in her defeat. When Britain outbreak of the wat"and stressed that ordering war materials, ordered the wrong
destroyed the French fleet anchored atthe court would only investigate the sort of war materials because of their out-
Mers-el-Kebir in North Africa, anti- defeat and the men responsible for it, dated notions of war. Tissier said:
British feeling was reinforced. and.no_t the question of deplaring war. "The Command only cared to see
The United States, ally of France, In his first speech to the Tribunal Leon  the German Army in the image of what
and ally to Britain, was present at Vichy Blum congratulated the judges in their it had made of the French Army. It had
in the shape of Ambassador Admiral patriotism in not discussing the never believed in dive-bombers, in large
Leahy. declaration of war. formations of tanks plunging forward

inall PG hi . d th . alone and independently, in the close
Finally, Nazi Germany was watching Tissier noted the secret session ., o 4inoton of the action of planes

the Trial with even more interest than discussing the 26th August 1939 meet- 54 that of armoured machines. It had
the rest of the world. Recognition by ing, where the Minister for foreign only one dogma—fortifications; only
France that she and Britain had startedAffairs, and the Ministers of National one doctrine—the defensive.'



So they didn't order the right material. army of quality adapted to present-day
Also they weren't informed about how mechanisation”
the German Army was armed. Tissier then quoted De Gaulle's
And the existing material was not Memorandum of 26th January 1940. After
used properly, it was left in depots, four months of the French and German
scattered instead of concentrated. Etc. armies’buried in their respective fortified

— . . lines", De Gaulle sent a report to the

Tissier explained why new ideas . .

. } President of the Council and to the
were not considered: natural mental . : .

. Commander-in-Chief regarding the

laziness prevent® men out of 10to .
. . . morale of the army. It was certainly
consider problems'otherwise than . o .
. . L worsening with inaction, but would also
according to a certain routine".

Also it is easier to get funding for
tried and trusted machines, rather than
new-fangled ones.

All members of the War Council had
been officers in 14-18. With age they
had ceased to be soldiers and become
intellectually slothful bureaucrats.

Tanks and planes, according to Tissier,
never became fully part of the French
Army. Crews of tanks and planes in 14-
18"had been to a great extent drawn from
all the dare-devil elements in the French
nation, the common folk being in the tanks
and the aristocracy in the planes”

After the War, tank officers were
considered as mechanitwith whom
one didn't mix" Aviation remainedthe
sphere of individual sporting exploits"

"The maintaining of almost the
whole active population of the country
under arms may be accepted by the
citizens when they fully realize the
necessity for it... But in the present
war, no proof of this sort—and for good
reason—is being given them... In its
very essence and principle, the mass
levy corresponds to great shocks, to
imminent menace, to dire necessity."

book, with some words added:
"Maintaining almost the whole

arms may be accepted by the citizens
when they realize the necessity for it.
It was so under the Revolution, against
which Europe was in coalition, or
during the last war when the Germans
were at Noyon. The masses knew that
they were indispensable for their
country's preservation, a fact of which
the operations gave them constant and
bloody proof. But in the present war
no such proof—and for good reasons—
is being given them..."

The great unmentioned name
throughout the Trial was that of De
Gaulle, who had recommended the use
of tanks and planes in the way that they
turned out to be used by the Germans.

Tissier summarised the main points
of De Gaulle's 1934 bookyers une
armée de métief'Towards a profes
sional army, published in English as
"The Army of the Futuréiutchinson &
Company London (1941)] as follows:

The arguments of De Gaulle for a
professional army were several. What
was needed was no longer cannon
fodder. Technical advances required
specialist training by specialists. The
land army must become a real profes-
sion, like the Navy and the Air Force.

There were political reasons also.
France would in future need to make

Tissier continued:
"The French Army was crushed by

ments, particularly in aircraft and tanks:

the German Panzer divisions, working

in close collaboration with the Stukas,

met with no serious resistance, as the
French army had neither tanks, nor
aeroplanes, nor anti-tank weapons, nor
anti-aircraft guns."

Why was there such a lack of that
sort of armament?

necessarily be inadequate in a modern war:

war when the population did not feel
that its survival is at stake:

"The interconnexion between all
world problems, again, makes it po-
ssible for France to become involved in
a war in which the people will not feel
that its own existence is directly
threatened. Thus it will not have the
high faith that inspired the soldiers of
the Revolution, or those of 1914"
(Tissier summarising De Gaulle).

Besides, France has a smaller popula-

"It became apparent that if there were
not more tanks, nor more aeroplanes,
nor weapons to fight tanks and
aeroplanes, it was because the Com-

"For six years the French Command
called his scheme madness, refused to
order the necessary machines, refused
to create independent armoured
divisions, clung stubbornly to the view
that tanks were auxiliaries to the
infantry and the use of aeroplanes was
to bomb rear areas, and declared its
faith in the inviolability of continuous
fronts. And Marshal Pétain himself
made a point of publishing a refutation
of the system of Colonel De Gaulle.

"And at the end of these six years,
the Command that had created only a
defensive army destined to remain
buried in concrete launched it into an
offensive operation in flat open country
without having provided it with the
absolutely indispensable equipment it
required.”

Then that army was incapable of

reacting when the Panzer divisions and
) _ ) the Stukas'foreseen by General De
This passage is repeated later in thegaylle” pierced the Front Line at a spot
that Marshal Pétain had declared to be
"impassable"and which was defended
active population of the country under consequently only by reserves.

"Marshal Pétain had opposed its
being fortified, and had declared, with
an authority that on one would have
dreamed of disputing, that the
Ardennes were impassable".

"From 1935 to 1939 the Marshal
never asked the Army council, of which
he was the illustrious and most influen-
tial member, for the smallest increase
in armaments."

So there were two causes for military

defeat:

Marshal Pétain's blindness to the

the superiority of the German arma- ¢nqamental problems of modern warfare:

"his refusal and the systematic
refusal of the General Staff to adopt the
doctrine of the young colonel of tanks
who was to become General Charles de
Gaulle. This refusal had its repercus-
sions on the training of the troops and
their morale, as well as on armament
and on the conception of operations.”

So—

"The allied armies were crushed in
May 1940 by the Panzer divisions
supported by the German dive-bombers.
This fact is beyond discussion.”

mand, clinging to its purely defensive L
theory of the continuous front, had not  TiSSier gave a complete account of
considered it indispensable to have the proceedings of the Trial, which went

more of them. Similarly it had rejected into enormous detail about army equip-
the principle of dive-bombers and ment, when ordered, by whom, in what
offensive aircraft. And similarly ithad quantities, what sort etc. He entered
decided that anti-aircraft guns were entirely into the spirit of the Trial, and

ineffective.” the necessity to make known all these
Colonel De Gaulle called from 1934 details. He explained the defeat as a

tion and smaller industrial resources thanto 1940 for preparation for a war of failure of the High Command, and of

Germany, and therefore must hdam

Pétain as the most influential member
25
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of the War Council, to understand the diaries of Blum and Daladier. Tissier = However, the two Trials are not
modern warfare. appears in the bibliography. Bracher mirror images of each other. One had to
concluded her introduction by mention- be abandoned because the accused ridi-
ing the trial of Pétain in 1945. She culed the prosecution. The subsequent
involved in the Riom Trial. He said: ended with a non-committal reference safety of the accused was secured

] o ’ ’ to: "Strange mirror effect between two throughout the War. The truth was
“Finally, it is a remarkable and prances who put each other on trial in spoken. The other Trial sentenced Pétain
striking circumstance that not one of the vain hope of healing too great a to death, and turned a lie into the

all the Frenchmen whose voices were ound.” tounding mvth of post-war France
heard at Riom, whether for the occasignVound- unding my post-w :

they were defendants or witnesses for
even judges, ever at any moment adopt-

In his Foreword, De Gaulle had
encouraging words for the people

ed a tone of despair. It was as thou
they were discussing a tempora
national disaster that each one felt to
out of key with the true fighting worth

of France. Now this war is not endef,

and France, France too continues...'

This was the situation and the stgte

of mind of De Gaulle and his supporte
in 1942. There is no mention of betray
and treachery.

h

y
he

John Minahane

The Spanish Polemic on Colonisation

Part 10

John Locke on the American Indians

In a previous article | mentioned the third of the time period coveretirgatise
American connection of John Locke and I, 169). So the proponents of absolute

S
Al

Pétain, according to Tissier, inste
of asking for an Armistice, should ha

d his Two Treatises on Government monarchy have no support in the Bible.
Locke's patron was the Earl of Shaftes- That is the argument of thEirst

transferred the Government to tHe bury, leader of the extreme anti-Papist Treatise It's a good example of the

colonies of North Africa, along wit
what remained of the army, air for

faction of the English aristocracy. For effective use of the Bible in English
decades Shaftesbury strove with all hispolitical controversy. Locke then goes

and navy. Tissier speculates that failregreat political skill to have James, King on in theSecond Treatiséto set down

to do so might be due to treachery,
hopes that that was not the case.

In 1942 Gaullists had a cohereft

account of the military defeat, one th

stuck to the facts. They saw that Vichy
leaders were careful to spare Britain ajy
embarrassment, and eager not to glve
Germany the satisfaction of acknowled-

ing France and Britain had started the W

By 1945 myth had replaced fact. Pétgn

was on trial, accused tihtelligence with

the enemy undertaken in order to facilitaf

the enemy's objectivesind the story was

spread that the country was handed oye

to Nazi Germany deliberately by traito
motivated by fear of Bolshevism, with th
cry 'Rather Hitler than the Popular Front'
The question of the actual declaration
war was buried ever deeper. The reag
for war, if anyone dared ask, was answi
ed retrospectively by invoking the even
that happened two years after War w
declared.

The Riom Trial showed that Vichy

at that time was at worst ineffective, afjd not an absolute monarch; his heirs did

at best patriotic; the Trial did not fit th
myth and so it was forgotten.

In 2016, however, | found a thousa

utCharles II's Catholic younger brother, what | take to be political powerll( 2).
excluded from the royal succession. The basic principle is that man is natur-
Unable to achieve this, in desperation ally free and equal, aritie who attempts
he involved himself in a conspiracy to to get another man into his absolute
Uil both Charles and James, after which power, does therelgyut himself into a
he died in exile in Holland in 1683. state of wamith him..."(ll, 17). That's
Though theTwo Treatiseswere  whatslavery is, in fact, a kind of perman-
published only in the 1690s, they were ent waging of war by one man against
evidently written in the early 1680s, at another: the point is that you would be
"the critical moment of the Exclusion able to kill him, but instead you opt to
campaign/ conspiracy. Their Editor Peter use him (1, 24).
Laslett describes them &sn Exclusion An absolute monarch (such as, by
€ Tract, not a Revolution PamphleThat implication, King Charles is or King
is to say, they were written in the heat of Charles's brother James would be) makes
the campaign against James and wersslaves of everyone else. On the other
meant to contribute to it. hand, in the free political society which
conforms to man's free nature, there must
be limited powers. Locke makes it clear
that anyone who tries to establish an
unlimited power is an enemy of the
people, and the people have the right to
rebel against him.

TheFirst Treatiseis about what the

pf Bible says and does not say about politi-
orncal power. Some prominent writers had
r-claimed that the Divine Right of Kings
s found support in the Old Testament.
hsLocke knew his Bible very well and he
was able to show that it doesn’t offer
any kind of political model. Adam, as
presented in the Book of Genesis, was

"Whenever the legislators endeavour
to take away, and destroy the property
of the people, or to reduce them to
slavery under arbitrary power, they put
themselves into a state of war with the
people, who are therefore absolved from
any further obedience and are left to
the common refuge which God hath

b not inherit monarchical rights; even if
they had, it would be impossible to work
out the rule of monarchical succession;

d and even if such a rule could be estab-

-page volume of the proceedings of t

provided for all men, against force and

elished in principle, it could never be violence... By this breach of trust they

Riom Trial on sale in a French motorwgy sorted out in practice. As for the political
service station. Published in 2012 Ry example given by the Chosen People,
Omnibus, it was edited by Julia Brachqr, sometimes they had Kings but mostly
journalist and historian. Apart from thp they didn't: the Jews had hereditary
Trial report it contained extracts frorh kingly government for less than one-

forfeit the power the people had put
into their hands for quite contrary ends,
and it devolves to the people, who have
a right to resume their original liberty
L 222).



So then, slaves or potential slaves
have the right to rebel? And rebelling
slaves have the support of the author of
the Second Treatisépreviously author ~ Locke: A Borrower from Papists? of legitimate enemiésAdmittedly, even
of theFundamental Constitutiorsf the The notice now taken of the Ameri- Hugo Grotius, the clever lawyer who
slave-holding state of Carolina)? No, can Indians must be welcomed, of managed to make general principles out
indeed they do not, that's a gross mis-course. (As late as the 1960s a majorof all the particular interests of Dutch
interpretation! The misunderstanding new edition of theTwo Treatisesby  colonialism (his first book was a justifi-
comes from taking the expressiafi ~ Peter Laslett of Cambridge, ignored cation of a Dutch act of piracy) and
men too literally and supposing that it these issues.) However, one can't helpthereby invented what some people call
means what it says. But in practice menseeing some things that continue not tomodern International Law—even
are divided into different categories, to be noticed. In another part of his book Grotius gives conditions whereby war
which different standards are applied. Tully claims that Locke was the first can be wagetjustly' or "lawfully”. (He
Locke is a great progressive, and it seemaVriter who saw political power as having argues that these conditions can be met

world, is normally passed over in political thought, according to Carl
silence.” Schmitt, was abandoning the notion of
just war and replacing it with the idea

that the most fundamental distinction its basis in the people:

for him is between those developed men
who are in political society and the
primitive, supposedly pre-political, men
who are in what he likes to cdiihe
State of Nature”

And that's where the American
Indians come in. They're the example
used again and again in ttgecond
Treatiseto make this crucial contrast.
One might say that this famous document
is built around them, or over them.

After 300 years some of Locke’s
academic champions began to notice this
fact, which they had not noticed pre-
viously.An Approach to Political Philo-
sophy: Locke in Contextby James
Tully, published in Cambridge in 1993,
has a chapteéRediscovering America:
the Two Treatises and aboriginal rights'
Tully points out that the famous chapter

not only by states but bprivate
"Political power is conceptualised companies—not, however, by subject
as the property of a constituted political peoples who desire their freedom: that
body or ruler in the natural freedom would be"an unjust causé)
tradition prior to Locke. Although the Locke’s idea of'just war' is not
people is or are naturally free, this yery clear but, when he uses it to justify
natural freedom is non-political. gayery, his reasoning is similar to that
El?kl)l}g:(?t")?() ﬂ:ﬁe'ng(')vrf:ﬂnﬁyni%altlze of Francisco de Vitoria, if not quite so
brutally thorough. Vitoria, writing in the

community to its natural representative . .
bodies. .. Klo one was W””Fr)]g to grant 1530s, said that captors were entitled to

that the people either individually or €nslave the captives they took in a just

collectively had the capacity to exercise war. And furthermore, getting round the
political power themselves. In positing inconvenience posed by the actual nature
individual popular sovereignty Locke of the slave trade, he said that buyers
thus repudiates 500 years of elite were entitled to be trusting: the Portu-
political holism and reconceptualises guese were not obliged to enquire into
the origins of political power in a the justice of the African wars\vjars
radically populist way. And this in turn 5,04 harbariang'in which the slaves
‘econceptualising rebelion as a polical (1Y Were buying had been captured
All of this suggests that Locke

tivity of th le." L
activity of the people borrowed more from the thinking of
Al of this is nonsense. The evidence SPanish papists, directly or indirectly,

'On Property in the Second Treatise can be found in my introduction #n
justifies taking American Indians' lands Argument Defending the Right of the
without their consent. In fact, this is the Kingdom of Irelandby Conor O'
core of the chapter: Mahony. In fact, the idea that political

than he might have cared to acknow-
ledge. The ‘just war' issue, one would
imagine, should be interesting to a
historian of ideas. But | can't find

"Appropriation without consent is POWer was derived from the people, not anything about just war' in Tully’s book.

the main argument... The sections are directly from God, and that the people
carefully organised to prove and sub- retained the right to overthrow any ruler
stantiate it... The problem is to show who governed them tyrannically, had

The State of Nature,
the State of War, and Slavery

how appropriation can take place given been expressed in Spanish, Portuguese Locke wants to describe political

the background premise that everyoneand Irish political thought half a century power, which he defines as—
has a natural right to the means of and more before Locke. Introducing the

literature the background premise is
overlooked and it is then mistaken as
solely a problem of justifying the divi-
sion of English and European societies
into propertied and propertyless classes.
The fact that the chapter is organised
around a contrast between Europe,
where appropriation without consent is
not permitted because political societies
exist, and America, where appropriation
without consent is permitted because it
is a state of nature, is rarely mentioned.
That the argument justifies European
settlement in America without the
consent of the native people, one of the
most contentious and important events

"If the king turns his just power into
tyranny, abusing it to the manifest ruin
of the state, the people can use their
natural power to defend themselves,
which they have never surrendered"
(Defensio Fidei Contra Errores Sectae
Anglicanag Coimbra 1613, lib. 3, cap.
3, sec. 3).

This is so close to the language of

Again, there is something odd about

of the seventeenth century and one ofLocke's concept djust war. One of the
the formative events of the modern major achievements of 17th century Nature has its own fundamental natural

"a right of making laws with penal-
ties of death, and consequently all less
penalties, for the regulating and preserv-
ing of property, and of employing the
force of the country in the execution of
such laws, and in the defence of the
commonwealth for foreign injury, and
all this only for the public good'll( 3).

There is an original condition of man
where no such political power exists,
Locke says. He calls this condititthe

the Second Treatis¢par. 222, quoted State of Nature But he does not think
above) that Locke's formulation might of the State of Nature in the same way
even be taken for a paraphrase.

as Hobbes, who sees it as everyone being
at war with everyone else.

As seen by Locke it can be peaceful
and reasonable. In fact, the State of
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law, though it is without any humanly legitimate to make a slave of somebody  The reason is that God intended men
constructed laws. The natural law, else. Slaves can be the spoils of just orto use what he had given (and to this
corresponding to human reason, says thalawful war. A man who ha®y his fault, end equipped them with reason). Now
no one should harm anyone else. If aforfeited his own life, by some act that in fact, nothing can be used unless some
member of political society finds himself deserves deathcan be deliberately person actually takes it. This applies not
in the State of Nature (as may easily preserved as a slave by his captor. Theonly to the cultivation of fenced-off land
happen, for example when travelling captor can delay the captive's death andbut even to picking berries and killing
abroad, since he does not belong to theuse him for his servicéand he does deer.

political society of that particular land), him no injury by it, Locke says with "The fruit, or venison, which nour-
he should try to get on with everybody great cynicism I, 23): because if the ishes the wildindian, who knows no
peacefully and reasonably. slave ever feels that his slavery is a fate inclosure and is still a tenant in com-

However, the State of Nature is worse than death, he can draw upon mon, must be his, and so his, i.e. a part
hazardous, and first of all because ofhimself the death he prefers to slavery Of him, that another can no longer have
criminals (those who break the natural simply by resisting his master’s will! any right to it, before it can do him any
law). In the State of Nature everyone  Slavery, in short, i$ nothing else ggod for the support of his life" (Il
has the individual right to punish such but the state of war continued between a )
people within reasorl( 8). Others may lawful conqueror and a captiVéll, 24). It is by labour that man removes
join forces with the injured person in Butremarkably, Locke insists more than things from the state in which nature
order to inflict due punishment on the once that the slave's capital crime— provided them and makes them his
criminal. And anyone at all may kill a resisting those waging just war—does property. Therefore gatherers own what
murderer, who has— not compromise his wife and children. they gather. They do not need to get the

"by theunjust violence and slaughter 1hey should not be enslaved, nor shouldconsent of all the others, which would
he hath committed upon one, declaredthey be deprived of the use of the slave’spe impossible. Nothing could be done if
war against all mankind, and therefore original property: the captor has total the explicit consent of the community
may be destroyed as a lion or tiger, oneright to the slave's person, but shouldygg required for all appropriation.
of those savage wild beasts, with whom only seize as much of his property as
En”(?rllcfn have no society nor security ngg)r:ts to compensationl ( 180- deer that Indian's who hath killed it

' : ‘tis allowed to be his goods who hath
The State of Nature has severe dis- bestowed his labour upon it, though
advantages. An obvious one is that the ~ Which European slave trader had pefore it was the common right of
injured individual and his friends may ever given the slightest thought to such  everyone" |, 30).
not have the power to punish the crimin- principles, or wouldn't laugh at them?
al, or no one may be able to kill the Locke sweeps aside all the difficulties
murderer: he may be the strongest of all.with the casual remark thidhe practice
This is one very good reason for leaving of the strong and powerful, how univer
the State of Nature and becoming mem-sal soever it may be, is seldom the rule
bers of political society, where the of right' (ll, 180). But in case anyone
individual person can have the benefits should misunderstand him, he is quick
of civil government|f, 13-15). to clarify that the slave's wife and child- .
ren have no right to anywaste' land: are commaon lands in England, of course,
Distinct from the State of Nature is "Where there being more land than the which private persons are not e_lllowed
the State of War, inhabitants possess, and make use Of;)a;tit?r)'rotﬂ:)ztee’I::(;sthzg{els'chz igfﬁr;r:n

"a state of enmity and destruction... @1y one has liberty to make use of theproperiy of the country or the parish
One may destroy a man who makesWasté (I, 184), and so the conqueror not of all mankind '
war on him, or has discovered an enmity May seize any land that is uncultivated. Does this mea.m that evervone can
to his being, for the same reason that heln this way Locke brings his theory of o y
may kill a wolf or a lion; because such conquest into harmony with his theory take as mL_JCh as he_llkes. No, because
men are not under the ties of the com- of property. God has given us things for use, not to
mon law of reason, have no other rule As for the repeated references to waste or o SpOII'AS much as any One_
but that of force and violence, and so pegple who may be treated as wild &7 make use (_3f to any advantage of life
may be treated as beasts of préi)’ ( peasts; lions, tigers etc., Tully observes: 2¢fore it spoils; so much he may by his
16). labour fix a property ifi (I, 31).

"The very terms Locke uses to Anything in excess of this belongs to
It is not only foreigners who might ~ describe the offenders who may be gthers, This goes for land alsé\s'much
confront me in a State of War. Anyone ~ 'destroyed’ are the terms used 0|3hq a5 g man tills, plants, improves,

who tries to enslave me—or anyone who ﬁ]edslggg?n tﬁgdb jgksdi?]ht'ggig,'z?ib r’:m,‘?r'cultivates and can use the product of, so
tries to get absolute power over me, Y much is his property"l(, 32). And by

which in effect means to make me a appropriating this much land he did no
slave—puts himself in a State of War Property and No Property injury to anyone else, becaushere
with me. Of course, | should try to avoid In his theory of property Locke begins, was still enough, and as good left; and
this and to keep my natural status as aas usual, with the Bible: Godas given  more than the yet unprovided could'use
free man. My principal means of ensur- the earth to the children of mgfsalm (1, 33).—Locke swoops suddenly
ing this is to join with others in political 95, 16). This means that everything was between present and past tenses; the
society. originally given to mankind in common. reason seems to be that some statements
But this does not mean it is il- So how can there be property? are meant to apply generally, while

"Thus the law of reason makes the

Common ownership of the world, in
fact, is purely the starting-point. It cannot
be supposed that God intended the world
"should always remain common and un
cultivated. He gave it to the use of the
industrious and rational (and Labour
was to be his title to it)|(ll, 34). There



where the same plenty was still left, to
those who would use the same industry"
(I, 36-37).

others have to be drastically qualified in
context. There is a crucial complicating
factor which he has left aside thus far,
and which changes everything. (We will
come to this factor shortly.)

One could perfectly well use the
same principle of appropriation by
labour, Locke says, even in his own day,

receives from the one, in a year, is worth
five pounds and from the other possibly
not worth a penny, if all the profit an
Indian received from it were to be
valued and sold here; at least, | may
truly say, not one thousandtht,(43).

Money, though, will prejudice others.
Money puts a squeeze on people. But if
) , . you complained to Locke that you were
And with this much Locke remains  heing squeezed by money he'd have said

. L content. He stops multiplying by ten; he ,4: yoy ought to stop being a savage
“without prejudice to anybody, as doesn't bother to go up to ten thousand. 5 g engage properly with money, and

full as the world seems. For supposing By then his contempt for American . 7
aman, or family, in the state they were, |ngians, or anyone like them, and their sr,r(])fcnh yt?el{[t;\;otlﬁ]lgnﬂggfgr%u gr? rfhélvgt]k?er
at .f'rSt peopling of the world by t.he way of life is sufficiently manifest. The 544 finds that th ' t nobl
children of Adam, or of Noah: let him implications of the principle thatGod and, one finds fat the great nobiemen
plant in some in-land, vacant places of """ princip . of England keep enormous parklands
gave the world to the use of the indus \hich are no more cultivated than the

America, we shall find that the posses- Z° d rati | d Lab
sions he could make himself upon the tfious and rational (and Labour was 10 |nqians’ hunting grounds, as Roger

measures we have given, would not bePe his fitle to it) would be spelt out by \wjjiams had pointed out to the Puritan

very large, nor, even to this day, pre- American Lockeans down to the time of o|4ers of Boston half a century previous-
judice the rest of mankind, to give them Thomas Jefferson and beyond. And ity yet one has to respect those parklands

reason to complain, though the race of wouldn’t matter that in reality the first

men have now spread to all the cornersAnglo-Saxon settlers had to be taught how
of the world, and do infinitely exceed tg cultivate the most important crop, corn
the small number (which) was at the (and taught much else besides) by th
beginning” (I, 36). Indians, and in the meantime they would

Locke reckons that an acre of enclos- have starved if they hadn’t been able to

as properties because they are lodged
within the culture of money, whereas

' Indian hunting grounds are not, and so
€they need not be respected and may be
appropriated.

Locke, anyhow, is a great enthusiast

ed and cultivated land will provide ten draw on stocks of corn which the Indians ¢, money, as it takes us beyond simply
times more for the support of human had laid up; that they relied on Indian gy yseful things. He describes the

life than an acre of equally rich land hunters’ labour to develop their overseas
"lying waste in commdn But then
immediately he feels he's done the culti- have done it otherwise; and so on. Locke's
vators an injustice: final comparison is the crux. Ultimately,

"I have rated the improved land very whichever way you looked at it, those

low in making its product but as ten to Indians were an obstacle to profit.

one, when it is much nearer an hundred

to one. For | ask whether in the wild The Dynamism of Money

wood_s and uncultivated_ waste of The original principle, that a man
America left to Nature, without any had a right only to as much as he could
improvement, tilling or husbandry, a heorsonally use without spoiling (includ-
thousand acres WI||.er|d the needy and ing the products of his land) was in fact
wretched inhabitants as many

conveniences of life as ten acres of
equally fertile land in Devonshire where peop
they are well cultivated?'li( 37).

, " primitive evolution of money, always
markets in furs etc., and they couldn't \,ith America in mind:

"The greatest part dhings really
useful to the life of man, and such as
the necessity of subsisting made the
first commoners of the world look after,
as it doth the Americas now, are
generallythings of short duration such
as, if they are not consumed by use,
will decay and perish of themselves".

Those first commoners had no right

no longer valid. It was still true that @nd no reason to keep a surplus of
le could not legitimately hoard meat Perishables for themselves, since the
or corn, because those things rotted. BuSUrplus would spoil. But if they gave

there were other things that did not rot, Part of what they had to others who
For some time he is content with the and society had agreed that they couldWould use it, or if they bartered, say,

proportion of a hundred to one. When be hoarded. And this had changed manyduick-rotting plums for longer-lasting
nuts, that too was legitimate, since

Considering 8everal nations of the things, including the availabilityof land.

Americans... who are rich in land, and
poor in all the comforts of life he
reflects that for want of improving their
lands by labour, they—

"have not one hundredth part of the
conveniences we enjoy: and a king of a
large and fruitful territory there feds,
lodges and is clad worse than a day
labourer in England"ll, 41).

But then ultimately he pushes the
disparity, European versus American, up

to a thousand.

"An acre of land that bears here
twenty bushels of wheat, and another
in America, which, with the same hus-
bandry, would do the like, are without
doubt, of the same natural, intrinsic
value. But yet the benefit mankind

"There is land enough in the world
to suffice double the inhabitants had
not theinvention of money and the
tacit agreement of men to put a value
on it, introduced (by consent) larger
possessions, and a right to them... This
is certain, that in the beginning, before
the desire of having more than men
needed, had altered the intrinsic value
of things, which depends only on their
usefulness to the life of man; or men
had agreed, that a little piece of yellow
metal, which would keep without
wasting or decay, should be worth a
great deal of flesh or a whole heap of
corn; though men had a right to approp-
riate, by their labour, each one to

nothing was spoiled or wasted.

"And again, if he would give his
nuts for a piece of metal, pleased with
its colour; or exchange his sheep for
shells, or wool for a sparkling pebble
or a diamond, and keep those by him
all his life, he invaded not the right of
others, he might heap up as much of
these durable things as he pleased...
And thus came in the use of money,
some lasting thing that men might keep
without spoiling, and that by mutual
consent men would take in exchange
for the truly useful, but perishable
supports of life" |, 46-7).

It was money that gave people the

himself, as much of the things of nature, incentive to enlarge their possessions
as he could use: yet this could not be and to seek great estates, and not least in

much, nor to the prejudice of others, America.
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"For | ask, what would a man value deal more is built on that base: descriptions “Nature Does Next to Nothing”
ten thousand, or a hundred thousandof the various kinds of power, including The Indians, by contrast, were pre-
acres of excelleriand ready cultivated,  parental power in the family and the power pared to allow a coexistence of cultures
and well stocked too with cattle, in the of despots; the beginnings and the purposesind make reasonable space for the
middle of the in-land parts of America, 4 pojitical society; the divisions and newcomers. (And if they'd felt differ-
where he had no hopes of COMMETCE imitations of power in political society; ently, the European colonies could not
with other parts of the world, to draw . )
moneyto him by the sale of the product? conqugst,_usurpaﬂo_n anq tyranny, and thehave_ surv_|ved.) They were ready_ to
It would not be worth the inclosing, people’s right to resist ngs._ _ modify their own way _of life in certain
and we should see him give up again to The references to American Indians respects, both to facilitate the colonists
the wild common of Nature, whatever are less frequent, but where they occurand to improve some things for them-
was more than would supply the they are in harmony with what has beenselves. In this spirit they allowed the
conveniences of life for him and his said earlier. Locke actually describes expansion ofvampunitrade. The Indians
family" (Il 48). American Indian government in much also did more fur-trapping; urged on by
o _ the same terms as Roger Williams: the colonists: they might even kill anim-
. al;loi?rll(;ggxoahtfmlgyp;Qi,ri)i/;vghg;rfar::ii:C; "The_ kings of the Indians in Ameriga als in _such numbers as to disrupt the
S A ... are little moe than Generals of their €cological balance. Nonetheless, there
mankind. Tn the beginning all theworld  Armies: and though they command Was no sign of them wanting to enter the
was America, and more so than that is  apsolutely in war, yet at home and in full-blown money economy. They made
now: for no such thing as money was time of peace they exercise very little agreements of land sale with the colon-
anywhere knowi(ll, 48). The only con- dominion, and have but a very moderate ists, but they understood this as meaning
cession made here is that the world sovereignty, the resolutions of peace that those lands were being freed for the
originally was more America than Amer-  and war being ordinarily either in the colonists' use. (People used land, they
ica is America now: it was an extreme  people or a council. Though the war iy ot appropriate it. Otone cannot
version. Today's America at least has itself, which admits not of plurality of sell the earth any more than the sky or

the wampumcurrency, which Locke governors, natura_llly devolves the com- . . .
p y mand into the king’s sole authority” the four great directioris as an Indian

mentions in II, 184, though he rightly (Il, 108). leader said long afterwards when gold-
doesn't rega}rd it as mature, dynamic, ' prospecting colonists wanted to buy the
world-changing money. An example of the ideal political Black Hills of Dakota.)

The last point to make about money is society as described by Locke himself,

that it promotes inequality: inequality by | might think! But the point he is  Coexistence of cultures is emphas-
|mpI[C|t consensus, chkelnS|sts.AIthough making here is that the Indians do notised in some major treaties between
earlier people’s different degrees of 50 apsojyte monarchy. Therefore their/ndians and Europeans. The following
industry had produced some difference in example refutes the idea that there is aS from a treaty made by the Iroquois

possessions, on the whole there was %rimitive tradition of this form of Confederation:
rough equality among those who simply

. ) government. Because the whole point "The Indian people, their laws, their

sought to acquire the needs of life. about the Indians is that they are customs and their ways... the white
"But since gold and silver, being primitive, They are— people and their laws, their customs
little useful to the life of man in and their ways... shall travel together,

"America, which is still a pattern of
the first ages in Asia and Europe, whilst
the inhabitants were too few for the
country, and want of people and money o
gave men no temptation to enlarge their ~ N0 doubt the insistent language
possessions of land, or contest for wider reflects the Iroquois’ sense of the white
extent of ground..." people's inclinations.

proportion to food, raiment and car-
riage, has itsvalue only from the
consent of men, whereof labour yet
makes, in great part, theeasure, it is
plain that men have agreed the dis-
proportionate and unequal possession
of the earth, they having by a tacit and
voluntary consent found outaway, how | the previous section he has pointed
a man may fairly possess more land g ;; that inthe equality of a simple poor

than he himself can use the product of, o .
by receiving in exchange for the over- way of living crimes are few and there policy of live-and-let-live. Unlike the

plus, gold and silver, which may be isn't much need for lawsi(107). Anglo-Saxons, they did not establish

hoarded up without injury to anyone, These quotations are from Locke's large colonies of farmers but contented
these metals not spoiling or decaying d themselves with trading. To a great

in the hands of the possessor. Thischaptgr'(?f the Beginning of Political extent they conformed to American
partage of things, in an inequality of Societies: It would seem, then, thatthe . ' 1oms. and French traders were
private possessions, men have madeAmerican Indians are not absolutely in welcomed in the Indian villages, just as
practicable out of the bounds of societie, the 'State of Nature but they're just indian trad | d tth
and without compact, only by putting a getting out of it. Or we might say with o & 'Taders were weicomed at the
value on gold and silver and tacitly pis Editor Laslett that such passages givemarkets in Quebec.
agreeing in the use of money" (Il, 50). 4 mqst interesting exposition of Lotke Also, whereas racial segregation was
views on the state of nature, or of such athe rule for the Anglo-Saxons, the French
state mixed with a state of soclety  intermarried. According to Francis
We hardly need to be pedantically Jennings, Louis XIV himself encouraged
" ) . precise, do we? Suffice it to say that intermarriage so as to increase the
‘A Pattern of the First Ages such people conduct their governmentnumbers of his subjects. Overalhot
What | have summarised here is thein a primitive fashion and we don't surprisingly’, Jennings saysthe French
foundation of th&second Treatisé great  respect their way of doing it. thus acquired much more influence with
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side by side, but in our own boat.
Neither of us will try to steer the other’s
vessel."

Of the various European colonists, it
was the French who came closest to a

Governments and laws come after-
wards, merely to regulate.



Indians than the English could hope'for most, but a very small, part of it; so 'Property'chapter of th&econd Treatise
However, in the mid-18th century little, that even amongst us, land thatis is a highly developed version of argu-
the English defeated the French in two Wholly left to Nature, that hath no ments that had been circulated more
major battles and drove them back to improvement of pasturage, tillage or crydely by colonists in the 1620s, '30s
Canada. And this actually left the way ~ Planting, is called, asindeed itis, waste; gy '40s: men like Samuel Purchas,
clear for the Anglo-Saxon colonies to gnmdouvr\:?t;ng:le glnoc:‘et?f?anbﬁggil:] O,f it John White of Virginia, Robert Cush-
declare independence less than twenty 9 man, John Cotton, Governor John Win-
years later, and the whole expanse of throp of Massachusetts, and the lawyers
North America was doomed to be for Connecticut opposing the appeal by
overrun by people who thought like John nothing in producing the useful things :c'he Mohegan tribe to the Privy Council.
Locke. of life would have been regarded as stark. The arguments and the very terms used

Tully has some valid things to say raving mad. And not only in America In the pamp_hlets are strikingly S'F“"ar
about what Locke did not see, or would but in Ireland too, or virtually anywhere to chapter five of_th_e Two TreatiSps
not see, in the government, economyin the world except the Anglo-Saxon though less sophisticated, TuII;_/ says.
and culture of the Indians. To begin with, parts. Yet, under Anglo-American pres- Even some of the same biblical
it was false to say that the Indians wastedsure, in subsequent centuries this is thereferences were L,Jsed‘ -
the land: they simply used it in different direction that the world has taken. In twrn, Locke's sophisticated argu-
ways, ecologically less destructive ways. ments were use_d fo_r propagand|st
They did not see themselves as superior "Locke’s view is all the more impert PUrposes in Amerl_ca \.N'th'.n forty years
to the rest of Nature, and they tried to ant because it was the classical expres of thelr_ first publication in England.
make the best possible adjustment to asion of bourgeois society’s ideas of right (Tully gives _the _example of Rev. John
natural world that was of infinite worth. as against feudal socieétywas how Bulk_ley, writing in 1726.) They would
By contrast, the colonists, Marx put it—though here it's more the continue t_o be gsed_ well into the 19th

"with their Christian voluntarism, bourgeois idea against anything else thaffentury, including in the courts, by
saw themselves above the rest of Natureever had been or might be thought. In people who were arguing against Indian
and under an injunction to subdue andthis sense Marx himself was bourgeois rights to lands.

improve it for human purposes. The and the production-obsessed and

ethic of improvement underwrites an progress-besotted Marxist culture of Locke and the Creation of America

exploitive stance towards Nature in the Ryssja was the most extreme bourgeois Locke had the perfect philosophy for

name of greater ‘conveniences for o iy re ever, even though ultimately it the kind of society described by Francis

mankind' and St'g,r,nat'ses any other lost the Nature-improving contest to Jennings inThe Creation of America
stance as wasteful.

In native America a man who could
seriously argue that Nature did next to

America. Jennings tries to hammer home one
When Miantonomo, thesachemof simple point; the development of
the Narragansetts, complained in 1642 Locke’s Influence colonial America cannot truly be seen

that the natural habitat of the deer and  Tully says: 1t is now well known @as in any sense anti-imperial. Because
the turkeys was being destroyed, andthat Lockés immediate audience receiv €mpire is about conquering other peoples
fishing was being disrupted, becauseed his work predominantly in silence and controlling or seizing their lands.
“these English having gotten the land, and, when noted, with abuséle makes And that's what America was about, right
they with scythes cut down the grass,the amazing claim that Locke’s thinking from the beginning.
and with axes fell the trees; their cows had no importance in any English "From their day of first arrival, every
and horses eat the grass, and their hogspolitical movement until the early 19th  single colonial desired and worked to
spoil our clam banks, and we shall all century, when first of all there was a  expand English rule over more territory
be starvet} he raised a tangle of issues 'socialist Locke": literally he was  and more people. When the colonists
involving labour and property claims and presented as the father of English social- determined to secede, they wanted to
the survival of a complex way of life. ism. After that came the more durable Fule those territories and peoples them-
But John Locke, Gentleman, will not Locke, the ideologist of liberalism.— selves mstgad of acting as agents for
admit such issues into the zone whereBut surely the three English editions of Great Britain. . (The_re were) repeated
. S . : . rejoicings of Revolutionary leaders over
he does h_|s earnest thinking. His res-theTwo Treause_slurmg t_he 1690_3, and their achievement @mpire They used
ponse to Miantonomo would presumably the twenty English editions during the 4t precise, explicit word again and
be: Americas big, go somewhere! . . . 18th century, prove that the man must again, and they meant it.
Pity about your clams . . . have had a reputation? Someone was “Examined from that viewpoint, the
reading him! Such a well-sustained American Revolution appears to be
Where Locke is novel and world- publishing history suggests that he had evolutionary rather than a break with
shaking can be seen in a passage likenfluence, even if it can't be neatly label-  tradition..."
paragraph 42 of thBecond Treatise led. The English economists, for ] ) o
example, though not a political move-  The English migrants insisted tihe
ment as such, were highly influential "ghts of Englishmenfor themselves,
Silk than Leaves, Skins or Moss. that is thinkers; Karl Marx, who knew a thing but they took a different view of others:

wholly owing to labour and industry... ©F o about them, said of Locke that "For Amerindians and Africans,

(From this we see) how much labour "his philosophy served as the basis for  gpgjish tradition was not that of
makes the far greatest part of the value@ll the ideas of subsequent English  freemen... To Indians and Africans,
of things we enjoy in this world: and political economy. those uplifting phrases (of the American
the ground which produces the materials ~ But there's no doubt about Locke's  Revolution) were nonsensical hot air.
is scarce to be reckoned in, as any, or atearly influence in America. Actually, the They were war propaganda.”

"Whatever Bread is more worth than
Acorns, Wine than Water, and Cloth or
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Africans were not regarded as colon-
ists: they were work animals.

"From earliest beginnings, the colon-

ies were agencies of conquest... During oo persons in the Constitution of 1787

the days when neighbouring Indians
greatly outnumbered Englishmen, the
colonists pretended to recognise tribal
rights as a practical necessity for

among the legal persons or inhabitants “The very terms...”: Tully, op. cit., 144.

of the law" Vitoria, “wars among barbarians™Vitoria.
Political Writings ed. Anthony Pagden
and Jeremy Lawrence (Cambridge 1991),
355.

Remarkably enough, slaves do appear

(though in disguise, as Jennings remarks) ‘A most interesting exposition...”: Two
In the count of population three-fifths of
a slave was enumerated (slaves beingOne cannot sell...”: Mari SandoZrazy

Treatises, editor’s f.n. 384.

Horse: The Strange Man of the Oglalas

(Thomas Paine's thinking ran in these

negotiation, but all the while they kept “Other personsbesides free persons)—
in reserve their king’s claims to sove- all for the purpose of giving weighted
reignty and the colonists’ derivative representation to the Southern states! As
claims to jurisdiction over those same Article 1, Section 2 puts it:

Indians. Every colony thus became an
empire in embryo."

(Lincoln, Nebraska), 294.

Not surprisingly... the French...”: Francis
Jennings,The Creation of America:
Through Revolution to Empire
"Representatives and direct taxes (Cambridge 2000), 202.

shall be apportioned among the several“With their Christian voluntarism™ Tully,

states... according to their respective  op. cit., 163-4.

numbers which shall be determined by “These English having gotten...”: Cited in

same Lockean grooves. I@ommon
Sensehe wrote of"unoccupied land
that could becom#&he constant support

adding to the whole number of free
persons, including those bound to
service for a term of years, and exclud-

William Cronon, Changes in the Land:
Indians, Colonists and the Ecology of New
England(New York 1995), 57. (See my

of governmerit "For Paine, liberties
were the property of Europeans...
Bluntly, Paine was racisi.

During the Revolution Indians were ¢4 qws:

fighting on both sides from 1776
onwards, but in the event they were the
great losers:The American Revolution
was a disaster for most American
Indians... The new America had no room
for Indians and their world.

No sooner had the original thirteen
colonies shaken off the British than they
were planning their expansion west-
wards. There were new colonial settle-
ments in the western areas called territor-
ies. How would they be governed?

"A new species of empire was
required and was invented. The western
colonies were to be nurtured until they

ing Indians not taxed, three fifths of all ~ article in the last issue of Church and

other persons."” State)
“Locke’s view is all...”: Karl Marx,Theories
Jennings sums up his argument as of Surplus Valugvol. 1 (Moscow 1969),
367.
. “It i Il k 2 Tull . cit.
"The United States was formed by tgssnow Well known ully. op. cit.
partnership of thirteen colonies cloned “His philosophy served...”: Marx, op. cit.

from the British empire. All of them ibid
had been founded on enterprises to '
conquer the people previously occupy-
ing North American land, and all were
intended to seize and repopulate the
land. Part of the new population was
brought in duress as slaves from
Africa... . ; o

. Paine, “unoccupied land”: Cited ibid., 196.

d'!'he Rezj/ollljtlon wanted tolregulce “For Paine, liberties...”: ibid.

Indians and slaves permanently below “The American Revolution...”: ibid. 210,

human status. quoting Colin G. CallowayThe American

Revolution in Indian Countr§Cambridge
That last statement goes too far, 1995). e g

“The arguments and the very...”: Tully, op.
cit., 149.

Rev. John Bulkley: ibid., 166-7.

“From their day...”: Jennings, op. cit., 4-5.

“For Amerindians...”: ibid., 9.

“From earliest beginnings...”: ibid., 12.

reached maturity, defined as “sixty perhaps, if we take it literally. America, «p new species...™ ibid., 281.

thousand free inhabitants thereof”, and the spirit of John Locke, has got “Notoriously, that utterance...”; ibid.
whereupon they should be admitted little to do with permanence. But Locke’s “Representatives and direct taxes...”: ibid.,
“into the Congress of the United States, Philosophy was the perfect inspiration ~ 301.

on an equal footing with the original for a revolution that had such notions of “The United States...”: ibid., 313, 316.
states in all respects whatever’ On  freedom: freedom based on disposses-

these terms, the original Western statession of some and enslavement of otherg:
thrust forth their empire, by sharing it, |n a future article | hope to say something
eventually across the North American gpout America's greatest Lockean

continent to the Pacific coast and Thomas Jefferson.

beyond to the Hawaian islands. They
have become fifty states, with no end

in sight. Not since the ancient Roman NOTES
empire had anything of the sort been «an exclusion tract...”

tried."

The Revolution's grand phrases have

been referred to already. Some of those'Appropriation without consent...”:

phrases come directly from Locke. The
Declaration of Independenceas that

philosopher’'s stamp: it was written by
one of Locke’s great admirers, Thomas

Jefferson. Its ringing affirmations, e.g. Gr

that "all men are created equalneed
to be properly qualified:
"Notoriously, that utterance included

no blacks among men. So also in the
Ordinance, no Indians were included
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James
Tully, An Approach to Political Conor O’Mahony, the 1641
Philosophy: Locke in Contexts Rebellion and the Independence of
(Cambridge 1993), 145-6. Ireland.
“Political power is conceptualised...”: ibid.,
19.20 P P 232pp.
: €22, £18

An Argument Defending The
Right Of The Kingdom Of
Ireland (1645)

by Conor O’Mahony.
John Lockelwo

Treatises on Government, ed. P. Lasletf
(New York 1963), 384. Quotations from
theTwo Treatises are from this edition.

First translation from Latin.

Introduction, John Minahane:

otius, “an unjust cause”: Morag Barbarg
Arneil, ‘All the World Was America’: John
Locke and the American Indiab. Phil.
Thesis, University College London 1992,
97 (citing GrotiusPe lure Belli et Pacis
Book II, Ch. XXII, Sec. 11).
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Florida, Plaza Callao; also in the
Seguridad Headquarters, the Bar
Chicote, Gran Via, and the artillery
observation post on Extremadura
Road."

Wilson John Haire

Review:
The Fifth Column, a play by Ernest Hemingway
at the Southwark Playhouse,
77-85 Newington Causeway, London SE1 6BD.
24th March-16th April, 2016

The programme also gives a time-
gauge account of the struggle between
the International Brigade and Franco's
fascist force. Both described as Repub-
lican and Nationalist, rather than it being
the democratically-elected Government
So it's down to the bleak Elephant & the Internet. Hemingway was not a of Spain and its army with the help of
Castle area with its new traffic-control playwright so it was difficult to get the the International Brigade against the
area seemingly not much better than itsgist of the story from the torrent of words fascism of Franco's forces and his allies
original huge mystifying round-about coming from the two main characters, Nazi Germany and fascist Italy.
which | remember from 1954 when | Simon Darwen and Alix Dunmore, the It starts with the boom of artillery and
arrived there from Lough-side Holy- leading actors, playing Philip Rawlings the flash of exploding shells. This is
wood, County Down, to a location still and Dorothy Bridges. They both have followed by long conversations between
showing its war wounds of bombed out my admiration for their memories in Philip and Dorothy, spoken at the rate of
streets. Ten days of that was enough andaollecting this great tsunami of words knots, mainly | think because a slower
a delightful coincidence of moving on and delivering all of it without a fault. rendering could have added considerably
to the middle-class untouched Hamp- Absolutely amazing. to the length of the play which runs at 150
stead through Baily Workeradvert for It was thoroughly well acted by the minutes., including a 20 minute interval.
two bedsits that would suit two young large cast and you could see the hard
comrades at a reasonable rent. That fittedvork put into rehearsals by the Director,  Atthe interval my wife asked me when
the bill for a friend of mine Declan Mul- plus, the hard work put into the the war would begin, for it seemed to her
holland, from teenage days, and me.  construction of the set. like the war was incidental to the love

| mention this because, on entering  The play was dismissed by the affair between the two. Mistaken | am to
the theatre, there was my past—90% ofmainstream press, maybe for some goodhink she would lap up the romance of the
the audience sitting there at this 3pm reasons | agree with, but it has to havecouple, rather than the logistics of the
matinee must have been in their eightiessome positive facts like it was Heming- war. She isn't much into politics but she
and a few even older, some on sticks,way's only play and he did have somehas heard vaguely of the Spanish Civil
some being helped by their equally sympathy for the Lincoln Brigade, and, War and wanted to know more about it,
elderly wives up the raked seating areaas a result, was put under FBI surveil- wanted to see more military action spread
in poor light. | guessed the most of them lance during the anti-Communist witch- throughout the play rather than the sounds
were the politically homeless from the hunt of the late 1940s/1950s. The of war and the odd soldier running around
now defunct CPGB which gave up its Hemingway Revieways: to remind us there was a war on.
children when their elite parents ran for
cover. Many were also possibly leftists
Trade Unionists: for some still had, in

A Hemmingway Play.

"The play concerns the activities of

counter-espionage agent Philip Rawl- There is some smulated S?X’ fully
ings, a hard-drinking man's man and clothed of course, which wasn't neces-

their lapels, Trade Union badges of
equally defunct Trade Unions like the
The Society of Woodworkeanid some
small engineering unions of the past. |
expected to see jack Jones suddenly
appear out of their midst. They seemed
to be mostly working-class with a taste
for culture which was one of the strong
points of the CPGB. | don't know whether
they came by coach or individually for
they congregated around the bar after the
play ended or sat outside smoking. Their
presence in this theatre, this oasis in the
face of bleakness, was to me the best part
of an England's past. Longevity of the
Left lives in these grand old people.

So to the play. It was the only play
written by Hemingway; in 1937. |
thought | would get to the nitty-gritty of
it by looking upThe Hemingway Review
Volume 27, Number 2, published in the
Spring of 2008 where it was reviewed
by Verna Kale, all of which | found on

Communist party operative posing as a Sary because the audience of a combined
war correspondent. He works out of age of thousands of years would have
the Florida Hotel, tracking down seen it all before in their great-grandpa,
members of the ‘fifth column’, fascist great-grandma voyage.

sympathisers working from within

against Loyalist-defended Madrid. The  Now and then there is some stirring
other journalists in Philip's hotel, ,usic like the Valley of Jarama, El
Dorothy Bridges and Robert Preston, \ g ge Reigo. the Italian Bandiera

think Philip is a 'playboy’ and a brawler, . feamt
but Dorothy falls for him and dreams Rossa, the_Sowet Partisan's Song and
the Internationale.

of a happy future in St Tropez, or some
place like St Tropez. Philip captures a ] ]
fifth column member whose confession ~ Plenty of mention of the Lincoln

under torture leads to the discovery of Brigade and the German Thaelmann

three hundred more fifth columnists. Brigade. Philip seemed quite cynical
(We are spared a torture scene thank-about one 20 year old member of the
fully. WJH) The violence takes its toll Lincoln Brigade joining on principle
on Philip and he questions the value of gnly. This | couldn't understand. Maybe
hl_s work, ultimately deC|d|n_g to brea_\k the play was a preamble to his novel
Vr:itsgio?ﬁmthy’ and continues his g5 \whom The Bell Tolls which the
' Communist leader Pablo, with his mules
and safe sanctuary in the mountains,
wants things just to stay like that rather
than provoking the fascists. Obviously
it takes all kinds to fight a war and that
33

The programme of the play says:

"The play takes place in Madrid in
the autumn of 1937, mainly in the Hotel
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image probably outraged the Commup-
ists of the time. When my father to
me, as a young teenager, to see the
of the book he wasn't comfortable wi
Pablo's image, and kept saying Paljlo
was only dbloody drunk® He was also
annoyed when my mother went to thje
greengrocer to buy some Spanish onidn
and being told, the words which | re

ember well from 1937:"There aren't
any because of the waiVly father liked

them raw in a sandwich. A Spani

hairstyle for women was popular in t

Belfast of the 1930s.My mother had on
Spanish court shoes, whatever they w
for women who could afford then
seemed to be the latest thing in footwe

r.

Dorothy is supposed to be a w.
correspondent but we see nothing of
work. There are no notebooks, pe
pencils, cameras, absolutely nothing.

r

Sean McGouran

Im

FAITH—and bombs...

The Irish News (Belfast) carries,

every Thursday, a page, sometimes mor o
S%ntiled FAITHmatters. That for 7th Religious Tolerance. Some of these
July 2016 had a picture element on the

Icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

This icon belongs to the Redemptorist

monastery church (‘chapel’ in local

parlance) in the Clonard area off the
' Falls Road—and rather (uncomfortably,
esometimes) closer to the ‘heel’n’ankle’

/ Shankill Road. People from the
Shankill—now a shadow of what it

was—are proud of the fact that it is a
h of thousands,

Gaelic name: sean cill / ‘old churc

r O
They can't help smirking when Falls
'Road people claim it is the Gaelic ‘road Deutschmarks, and / or =uro).
€of the hedgerows’, and not named after

According to the samé&ish News
article the European Parliament in its
“annual Report on Freedom of Religion
or Belief (FORB) considered 53 countries
in detail”. This Report is the work of
the European Parliament Intergroup on
é:reedom of Religion or Belief and

places were characterised dailed
states” These include Somalia, Central
African Republic, Libya and Syria.

A reason why some of these are
genuinely‘failed states’is because the
EU, sometimes in cahoots with the USA,
and sometimes in the form of individual
member-states acting together, merci-
lessly bombed them with ‘state of the
art’ fighter-bombers (costing hundreds
if not millions of $US,
French francs, pounds Sterling,
The
Report claims'...warlords and armed

seems to spend her days waiting for Phi ipsome Planter. or Undertaker. The latter9"CUPS determine everyday life,.4nd

to return. At one point she tells us thht
Philip doesn't got to the Front, he on
writes about it. But we don't even s
him doing that. She wails at one poift
about him being out all day as if she i
dutiful wife and has cooked his dinngr
for which he is late. He does see
surprised she can cook for she has pasfpe
off a pot of stew as her own, though ft
was sent up by the hotel kitchen. He thgn
asks her why she put kippers in the st
and decides she can't cook after all.

Hemingway was shacked up with
Martha Gellhorn in Spain in 1937 anq,
maybe in order to rescue the play, whigh
didn't do very well in New York, she wa,
rumoured to be Dorothy in the play
Hemingway had met her sometime
1936-1937 and they decided to go off Jo
Spain and report on the war. Gellhorn whs
a brave and extremely good journalist wijo
plunged into the most dangerous situati
from Chiang Kai-shek's China, to the
Day landings, to the Vietnam War, a
up to 1995, investigating poverty in Braz|l
until a few years before her death at the
age of 91, and that was through suicide pn
going blind. The Dorothy in the play coul
never be that women.

In the end Philip sees Dorothy as
mere commodity for sex only and tel
her so.

He might say the wordlove" in
loving her but it looks like he is incapabl
of love.

A very abrupt cruel ending to the¢
play. But there was still a lot of applau

5

al

W

S

undertook to ‘plant’ stolen O Neikkt
ceteraproperty with land-hungry people

The Planters were the, often desperate,
apeople who took up the offer of land in .

early seventeenth century Ulster.
The photographs in question are

Christians are persecuted in Somalia, and
Muslims in the CAR (that half a century

€ from Scotland and the north of England. after alleged independence this place still

has an off-the-peg colonialist desig-
nation, dreamed-up in an office in Paris
in the 1880s or '90s, tends to show it

¢ Was barely a ‘state’ in the first place).

‘?cons’ produced by pupils of Sai
Louise’s girls’ school on the Falls Roafl.
They were in emulation of the aboje
icon’s visit to Redemptorist venues
Ireland in May. The Redemptorists wi

founded in the late 18th century as|a
preaching order, at roughly the sarpe

time the Methodists were trying t
rejuvenate Anglicanism by going out

the world to preach. Like the Methodigs

the Redemptorists in Ireland (Limeri
and Belfast) took an interest in worki
class life. The origins of the icon,
devotional aid identified with Orthodo
Christianity is not explained; itwas
presented to the Redemptorists

" veneration by Blessed Pope Pius IX]in

1865 in their newly built church i
Rome”.

That was a time, when Ireland and

its ‘diaspora’, usefully spreading all ovgr
the Anglospherenust have seemed t

Pope’s last hope. The home-made icqns
arange from the near adult-professiorfal

to two that look nearly Cubist in inspi

VOX PAT continued

Cork Priests

The beautiful Cork Church of St.
Vincent’'s in Sunday’s Well closed on
30th June 2016, becoming the first
Catholic church in the city to be forced
to close due to a lack of vocations.

St Vincent's Church, which opened
1856 belongs to the Vincentian Order.

Fr Tom Deenihan of the Cork and
Ross Diocese said St Vincent's was not
a Diocesan Church and the Vincentians
had always provided a priest but did not
have any available now. He added that
the diocese did not havégreat surplus”
either. Fr Deenihan said the community
affected is very small and is hemmed by
other parishes.

"This is the first time in Cork City
that a church has been faced with the
reality of the decline in vocations. This
is going to become a more common
story."

Nine ordinations will take place in the

ation. They may actually be Cubist, tlhe Irish Catholic Church this year with only

‘brown bombers'—the alumni of Sai
Louise’'s—are not noticeably slow o
the mark intellectually. It is interestin
that this exercise drew such a big
thoughtful response, the ‘Child Jes

one priest ordained for the Munster region.
Cork and Ross has three men study-
ing to minister as priests in diocese. Their

dstudies are spread across a seven-year

programme, so that between now and

e
at the end. Maybe half a gIaSS of Sang1iafigure in the icons range from th 2022 the diocese will have, at most, four

is better than no sangria.
3 April 2016

unfeasibly teeny to quite enormous.
European Parliament self-satires?

new priests.

To Page 35, column 3



A Bhean Lan de Stuaim

A bhean lan de stuaim,
Cuinnigh uaim do lamh;
Ni fear gniomha sinn,

Cé taoi tinn dar ngradh.

Féach ar liath dom fholt,
Féach mo chorp gan luth,
Féach ar thraoch dom fhuil,—
Créad re bhfuil do thnath?

Na saoil mé go saobh,

Aris n& claon do cheann;
Biodh &ar ngradh gan ghniomh
Go brath, a shiodh sheang.

Druid do bhéal 6m bhéal,—
Doiligh an sgéal do chor;
Na biom cneas re cneas,
Tig 6n dteas an tol.

Do chul craobhach cas,

Do rosg glas mar dhracht,

Do chioch chruinn-gheal bhlaith,
Thairngeas mian gach sul.

Translated by Pat Muldowney

A Bhean Lan de Stuaim/O Woman Of Guile

Geoffrey Keating

O Woman Full of Guile

O woman full of guile,/ Keep your hand away from me;/ I am
not a man of action/ Though you are lovesick for me.

See how grey my hair is,/ See how inactive my body is,/ See
how feeble my blood is,/ What do you expect of me?

Do not think me perverse,/ Also do not bow your head;/ Let
our love be not acted on/ Ever, O slender angel.

Take your lips from my lips,/ Your case is difficult;/ Let us
not be skin against skin,/ From passion comes penetration.

Your branching twisting tresses,/ Your eyes clear as dew,/
Your blossoming bright round breast,/ Which satisfies the
desire of every eye.

Every action except physical action,/ - And lying in your bed
to sleep, - /I would do for love of you,/ O woman full of
guile.

O beautiful woman - slender, blessed, of supremely gentle
eye,/ Of smooth massed tresses, flowing curling hair,/ It is a
wonder how you cause derangement of the soul;/ Though
painful to say, leave me and give me up.

I swear upon my word, if a host were to drown/ In the flood in
which Venus shook out her hair,/ O best of women, of the
slender fingers and firm fair breasts,/ You are the one woman
who would be sheltered by me.

Gach gniomh acht gniomh cuirp,
Is luighe id chuilt shuain,
Do-dhéanainn tréd ghradh,

A bhean lan do stuaim.

VOX PAT continued
Communion Parties

"Irish parents are spending a whopping 2836 on their child's
First Holy Communion - most of which is being spent on food
and drinks, according to new figuresltigh Independent

A fhinne-bhean tséimh shéaghanta shar-chgoin 20.6.2016).

tsuairc

The outlay by families for 2016 easily trumps recorded

Na muirear-fholt réidh raon-fholtach f& a ndiplfigures from last year by a significant 12%.

gcuach,
Is iongna an ghné thaomach fhasaios uait;
Cé doiligh an scéal, tréig me agus tag dhiom su

Do-bheirim-se fém bhréithir, d4 mbaiti an slua
San tuile do léig Vénus 'na taclai anuas,

The Ulster Bank survey of 205 parents in May and June
found that, on average, they spent @370 on a party and food

ag_nd drink.

They also spent an average of al76 on their child's
Communion outfit and another ©212 on oultfits for other family
members. They also splashed out @149 on children's
entertainment, up by a quarter on last year.

A bhurraiceach bhé mhéar-lag na mban-chigch Speaking to thérish IndependentDermott Jewell of the

gcruaidh,

Consumer Association of Ireland s&le seem to have missed
the Celtic Tiger terribly and are keen to get it back and that's

Is tusa mar aon chéid-bhean do fagfai im chuatrj.

not necessarily the right way to gavir Jewell said.
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Tichborne

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth I,
(1558-1603) a section of the English Cath-
olic aristocracy was constantly planning
her assassination. There were often as
many as 10 hangings for treason in a day.

Among those hanged was Chidiock
{Charles} Tichborne, who wrote one of
the finest poems in the English language
explaining why he had engaged in the
plot to remove his monarch. Tichborne
was no newcomer. His right to act as he
did, he claimed, derived from his
ancestry*l am descendent from a House
from two hundred years before the
Norman Conquest."”

On the eve of his execution (at the
age of 28), he sent a letter to his wife
containing this wonderful poem now held
to be among the finest of that poetic age.

SPRING IS PAST
My prime of youth is but a frost of cares,
My feast of joy is but a dish of pain,
My crop of corn is but a field of tares,
And all my good is but vain hope of gain;
The day is past, and yet | saw no sun,
And now | live, and now my life is done.

My tale was heard and yet it was not told,

Tichborne

McCann Peroration

McCann Peroration

reputation for Celtic Studies at the
University of Leipzig before he came to
Dublin in 1903 where he founded the
School of Irish Learning. The Great War
blighted his achievements. Incredibly,
despite his contribution to Irish culture,
Kuno Meyer was removed from the Roll
of Honour in Dublin City Hall in 1915

— > "

Statesmanship because England had gone to war against
. his native country.
Censorship In similar fashion, his name was

expunged from the roll of honorary
freemen by the Burgesses of Cork in
January, 1915.
Sadly, he died in 1919 before the
Irish people had chance to make up to
"Ireland is in an ecstasy of remem- him in his lifetime.
bered glory. The hands of every poet, What is remarkable about Kuno
priest and politician are raised in vale- Meyer's translation is that he has manag-
dic.tion... Another whited sepulchre is g to recreate in English the sound and
being erected to the men of 1916. \1hm of Gaelic verse. In the translation
Presiding over it all will be the last here for instance, he can achieve an

surviving Commander of the rising, exatisite infmacy when he talks to the
Eamon de Valera, the old Fagin of the >xquisite int y W
figure on the crossiThey began to

political pickpockets. But he will only . )
be a decoration. Mr. Lemass is the manCcfucify Thee, O cheek like a swan".

who will lead the nation in its homage... That Kuno Meyer could have provid-
He will tell of Ireland and its history ed a window to Irish poetry of over a
and glory, of gentlemen and heroes; of thousand years old, tells us of the debt we
Caitlin ni Houlihan Free and unfettered. owe to this magnificent Hamburg scholar.

"But the beautiful legendary Caitlin
ni Houlihan was a degenerated whore THE CRUCIFIXION
by the time political pimps like Sean At the cry of the first bird
Lemass had dragged her screaming into They began to crucify Thee, O cheek
the murky territory where profit is the  like a swan!
only law giver. The Republic of Pearse It were not right ever to cease lamenting—
and Connolly does not exist. The miser- |t was like the parting of day from night.
able miscarriage of a republic which i
the back street abortionists in Leinster Ah! though sore the suffering
House have procured represents the Put upon the body of Mary's Son—
triumph of Toryism, not the victory of Sorer to Him was the grief
the revolution" (Eamonn McCann, That was upon her for His sake.
Editor of the London Irish Workers’ Kuno Meyer 1858-1919.
Group paper, # Irish Militant, First KARKRK
Edition, April 1966, and recently elected

; Censorship
MLA for the Foyle constituency (Derry) , . .
as a People Before Profit candidate.) The State'sCensorship of Publica-

x tions Boardhas banned a book for the

My fruit is fallen, and yet my leaves are
green,

My youth is spent and yet | am not old,

| saw the world and yet | was not seen;

My thread is cut and yet it is not spun,

And now | live, and now my life is done.

| sought my death and found it in my

Statesmanship

first time in 18 years.
) The book,The Raped Little Run-

] I"The |UXUI’y Of Se|f-l'espec'[."' Itisa away, by Jean Martln was deemed
wise phrase. To make Ireland and «qecent or obscenddy the board.
Irishmen self-respectful is the task of The decision prohibits the sale and
ét:lt: strgg nE S(S'::;%zsgli OE:]'éreSIE:ﬁg's) distribution of the book in the State.
1916: Thomas Nelson & Sons). The Bpard voted to prohibit the book

* at a meeting on March 1, 2016.

womb,
I looked for life and saw it was a shade
| trod the earth and knew it was my
tomb,
And now | die, and now | was but made;
My glass is full, and now my glass is
run,
And now | live, and now my life is
done.
Chidiock {Charles} Tichborne

1558-1586

' Kuno Meyer

The ban came into effect on 11th
March 2016, when it was published in

"Kuno Meyer, a German, was s ojfigitil, the official State gazette.
thought by many scholars to be the

finest translator of Gaelic poetry into ~ The Board is an independent body
the English language. Snooty George that oversees all books and periodicals
Moore, the novelist, could bring himself on sale in the State.

to say of Meyer's translations that they The last book it banned wabke Base
were so good that: "You could see them Guide to Londonby Base Shoes, a
as in a mirror’...". (Ulick O'Connor,  yolume exploring "the seedy side" of
Irish Independent27.12.2015) the English capital, in 1998.

Meyer had acquired a brilliant

More VOX on page 14



