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Irish Budget 2004:

Northern Ir eland

. . Another Holdin
Misguided Democracy? * fyarice

There was an electionin Northern Ireland six weeks ago, but the elected representatives couple of budgets ago Charlie Mc
have still not met in assembly, and there is no prospect of their doing so. They cai@reevey asked his critics to think of each
meet until a politician elected in another country to another assembly decides to batlget as being a chapter in a book in
them. And he will not call them until the matters which it is supposedly the businessdfich there was a consistent theme. Cer-
the Northern Ireland Assembly to decide have already been decided by him withiittly, his previous five budgets were
reference to it. coherent. But the “book” was not started

by McCreevey. The first pages were writ-

An arrangement of this kind was established by General Ayub Khan in Pakistan alientat the beginning of the Celtic Tiger era.
forty years ago. He called@guided democracy” It was generally ridiculed in the West,
and judged not to be democracy at all. But that is essentially what is called democracy¥he general policy of reducing the tax
in Northern Ireland—uwith the difference that General Ayub was a Pakistani, while Paulrden on the PAYE sector in exchange
Murphy is a foreigner. for wage moderation from the Trade

Unions was initiated by another Charlie
David Trimble has succeeded in the strategy he adopted in 1998. He signed H@ughey) and another Mac (Ray

Agreement under duress for fear of something worse. He co-operated in implementia@harry) in the late 1980s. McCreevey
it to the extent of being elected First Minister under it in the Summer of 1998 and tleam claim to have written interesting
concentrated on preventing the rest of it from being implemented. He delayed the staaipters. (He overcame Civil Service
of devolved government for a year and a half, and then had it suspended for most ofbijections to Tax Credits and he introduced
next three-and-a-half years. And now he has brought the Democratic Unionist Partiridividualisation”). But the overall policy
dominance within the Unionist community. was laid out for him long before he became

Minister of Finance.
Outrightrejection of the Agreement would have been dangerous to the Unionist cause

in 1998, when Tony Blair was overflowing with omnipotence. But now Blair is a beaten Itis remarkable to think that, for all the
docket, having killed thousands of Iraqgis in pursuit of a delusion and thrown away Hifferent varieties of coalition government
charismatic control over his own Party, and having placed his fate in the hands of Libwete have been in Ireland since 1987,
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Die Zeit, 8.11.1996

Hutton over the trivial

issue of the suicide of
a duplicitous civil

servant. Itisreckoned
that he will not now
do what he would
probably have donein
1998—enhance the
joint authority dimen-

sion of Direct Rule.

No doubt the
Trimble ego is sad that
it is no longer First
Minister—but the

[ continued on page |2

there has only been one brief interlude in
which there was a non-Fianna Fail Minister
of Finance (Ruairi Quinn). Up until a
couple of years ago there was a coherence
and consistency of policy, but that all
changed with the 2003 Budget. In that
budget the nominal value of Personal
Allowances/Tax Credits remained un-
changed. Therefore the real value of these
personal tax reliefs diminished, by the
rate of inflation, for the first time since
1987. Inthis, the 2004 Budget, the Personal
Tax Credits remained unchanged (i.e. the
real value diminished by the rate of
inflation) for the second year running.

| continued on page|5




And the Agreement was formally struc-
CONTENTS tured on that state of affairs.

British democracy operates through
‘swings’ between the parties-of-state. So
does the American. There are two major
parties which take it in turns to form the
Government. Because the difference
between them is slight a section of the
electorate swings form one to the other,
determining which is to govern. British
commentators reported Northern Ireland
elections in terms of ‘swings’ because
they were trained on the democracy of the
State. But there were no swings in
Northern Ireland. The parties between
which there could be swings did not exist,
and the so-called “Northern Ireland state”
was postulated on the permanent majority
of one party, which was not really a
political party at all but an organised
community within which ‘normal’
political differences were co-ordinated into

) harmony. (The German terrgleich-
Labour Commentedited by Pat Maloney schaltung used by Dr Goebbels in the

Dublin/Monaghan Bombings: 1930s would be appropriate to describe
| Wrond Bombers! ‘ the procedures of the Unionist Party/State
within the Protestant community during
£100,000 it got from the Nobel institution the electorates to support it. the half-century of the old Stormont.)
for doing the thing which he then
proceeded to undermine will be some Between 1998 and 2002 these Therewere no ‘swings’and no centre
consolation. But Trimble is also anidealist, provisions might have been eroded underground in the old Stormont. Those figures
as anyone who saw him as a militant inthe pretext of a review, if the SDLP had Of speech simply do not apply to political
William Craig’s fascist movement, or been willing to collaborate. Seamus life in the ‘Northern Ireland state’. And
dancing the Orange jig with Paisley at Mallon was willing during the Winter of the new structures established in 1998
Drumcree, must realise. And the idealist 1998-99, but Trimble wouldn't play have removed the very notion of a centre-
must feel satisfied in a job well done.  then—meaning in effect that, while the ground from the political agenda. Those
IRAwas his ostensible reason for blocking Who present themselves as a centre-
The DUP seems to be irretrievably the Agreement, the SDLP was un- ground—the Alliance Party and the
committed to removing the Agreement acceptable to him. And, when Trimble Women’s Coalition in 1998-2003—were
and establishing a different system of was ready to propose a power-sharingshunted to the margins &®thers”.
devolution. What is calletrenegotia-  deal outside the terms of the Agreement,Between the two organised communities
tion” is rejection. And the two Govern- his obstructionism had undermined the ©nWhichthe Agreementis based there are
ments, while insisting that there can be noposition of the SDLP with the Catholic only ‘Others’—strays in a No-Man’s-
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renegotiation, only ‘review’, have electorate. Land. And, when the strays wanted to be
indicated a readiness to renegotiate so players they had to re-classify themselves
long as the word used‘iview” . They Although John Hume masterminded @s Unionist. (Both the Alliance and the

have said that the essentials must behe Agreement, the SDLP never acceptedVomen's Coalition—a.k.a. the Commun-
preserved, but are vague about what thets political logic. The system was ist Party—did it.)
essentials are, suggesting thatthey amourgtructured to give representation in
to “power-sharing”. government, as a matter of right, to two  Andyetthe SDLP, the architect of this
different communities. the pretence of tightly structured communal system,
But the distinctive characteristics of ‘the community’ was dropped. The refused to act according to its logic and
this Agreement, the things which enabled experience of three-quarters of a centurywent chasing the non-existent centre-
it to be agreed, are the specific arrange-had demonstrated the non-existence ofground by encouraging ‘swing’ voting
ments under which power is to be shared—the community’. If the Six Counties had Petween the communities.
and the distinctive characteristics of been governed as part of the UK, through  \ynat the logic of the system requires
something are its essentials. The essentialthe medium of the political democracy of g yat eacttommunityshould maximise
are the two autonomous electorates whoseritain, it is very likely that something ;g representation in the Assembly, and
parties must have representation ingoverniike a community would have evolved in ¢ a voting alliance for that purpose.
ment as of right, the rule that Governmentthem. But the invention of the constitu- g, Fein, the most thoroughly pro-
Departments are independent of thetional entity of Northern Ireland ensured Agreement party, was willing to have a
Assembly, and the rule that measuresthat the political reality of two sharply voting alliance with the SDLP. The SDLP
adopted by the Assembly require a delineated communities was reproduced, .ot sed. Sinn Fein urged their voters to
majority of the representatives of each ofin aggravated form, in every generation. give their transfers to the SDLP, but the
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SDLP urged their voters to give thei
transfers to the Unionist Party (which di
not reciprocate). It just made no politicg
sense. And it had the effect of losing
nationalist seat to the Unionists, with th
result that in a new government th
nationalist community will probably be
entitled to fewer Ministers.

(It is an inconsistency in the systen
that voting is by territorial constituencie
whichinclude voters of both communities
The system of registered voters used
the American primaries would be mor

appropriate to the general structure of theConstitution, the godfather of the terror organisation, Sir Edward Car

Agreement.)

What the DUP is demanding is th
banning of Sinn Fein from office,
regardless of its electoral support, and t

- BiteBack - BiteBack - BiteBack - BiteBack - BiteBack - BiteBack - BiteBack

e Remembrance Day: Celebrating Terrorists in Government
e

The soldiers of the Somme were sent into battle against Germar
a British government which included the Ulster Unionist Party. Shocking
though it may seem to us now, before the Great War started the Ulstel
" Unionist Party set up a private paramilitary force armed by Germany
" whose purpose was to use violence to overthrow law passed by the Bfritist
.\Parliament.
And instead of being punished for this terrorist assault on the Bri

1y by

D

was actually rewarded by being made Attorney-General, or chief Go
. ment Law Officer, of the war-time British Government.

I This armed revolt by the Ulster Unionist Party was initiated,
neagainst some rival terror gang (there was none), but against the Constitu

establishment of Cabinet governmenttional Government of Great Britain, and against the Party of Jphn

responsible to the Assembly. The tw
Governments are mulling it over to see
they can find a way to concede thes
demands, which abrogate the Agreeme
inthe form of a ‘review’ of the Agreement
The DUP can cite the agreement of g
other parties in the Republic that Sin

Fein must be banned from office there a

a precedent for banning it in the North—
although the Taoiseach has recent
somewhat shifted ground with regard t
the suitability of Sinn Fein as a partner i
government. But the Governments ha
learned through painful experience thg
the nationalist electorate invariably
increases its support for Sinn Fein whe
they try to isolate it.

(The nationalist electors know very
well, even though the fact is neve
mentioned in the London or Dublin medig
that the conditions under which IRA

P Redmond, an Irish political leader who was so loyal to the British Empire

cthatthe present-day SDLP sound like staunch Republicansin compatrison
t, In fact there was no Republican political party in Ireland when the
Ulster Unionist Party embarked on its policy of creating structures of
Ipolitical violence in order to terrorise Redmond’s Party and in order to
" force the legitimate British Government to submit to its demands. Theltiny
_SSinn Féin Party of that time, far from being Republican, actually sub-
yscribed to a policy called Dual Monarchy, according to which the King of
o England was also to be King of Ireland.
n The British Government’s surrender to the men of violence was no
i‘tﬂshort-term expedient of the Great War.
On the contrary, the Ulster Unionist Party’s terrorism was |so
nsuccessful that they continued to enjoy the fruits of violence by being
permitted to maintain their position in government within the Uni
Kingdom until 1971. And even to the present day they have never made
a transparent act of completion, never decommissioned a bomb, bullet ol

gun,and never uttered so much as a word of remorse
" for their paramilitary activities.

=N

=

decommissioning was to happen over

a Pat Muldowney, Foyle Labour Group, Derr

period of two years under the Agreement
were never implemented. The two yearsThat is the basis on which the DUP held democracy, its case would be indisputable.

in question were to be years in which th

etwo Departments after 1998. Its Ministers But Northern Ireland has never been

devolved institutions and the cross-borderwere not responsible either to the anything other than a systematically

institutions functioned and the police an
justice reforms were implemented

d Assembly or to the Executive. In fact, misgoverned outpost of the British State,
. there wasn't any Government as such,excluded from the democratic politics of

Trimble’s strategy from the very start was only Ministries. The First Minister was the state. And the reason for its existence
to prevent those conditions from being not the head of a Cabinet. And, while the was not that the British statesmen thought
met, while taking the two-year decommis- other Ministers sometimes met for itwasaway of providing good government

sioning schedule to be unconditional.)

Cabinet Government, responsible t

the Assembly with Sinn Fein banned from
office, would be a complete abrogation of
the Agreement, and a big step towards the’
re-introduction of the old Stormont system,
even if a weighted majority were required

in the first instance.

What the Agreement provides for is were such a thing as a Northern Ireland

discussions, the DUP Ministers kept forthe Six Counties. Itwas constructed as
themselves apart. a kind of No-man’s-land between Britain
o _ i o
The DUP wants arestoration of the old anq the new Irish State that E_:rltam was
obliged to concede after the failure of the

Stormont system, with itself taking the Black-and-Tans. as a means of maintainin
lace of théfur-coat brigade”. And that ' . intaining
leverage on the 26 Counties.

Is what the Unionist community wants. It
would agree to something less in the first  Northern Ireland was developed as a
instance, but would feel a sense of means to the end of re-incorporating the
grievance when doing so. And, if there restof Ireland back into the British sphere.

Professor Bew, who has been

independent Ministries as party fiefdoms. State, and it was to be governed as aTrimble’s“close adviser’in recentyears,
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is one of those who have been re-writing Pyrrhic Victory In The Polls: Direct Rule for engaging in the antagonism of the

the history of Ireland on British lines, with  Tinged With Greerin which he says:

particular regard to 1916-2Zhe Guard-
ian (November 29th) commentsit is
difficult to disagree with the sombre
observation of Professor Paul Bew that
the Good Friday agreement has not
generated the dialectic of compromise
that its authors hoped, but instead has
generated a dialectic of antagonism that

communities, even while discussing gas
“Seamus Mallon acknowledgedthe and water (so to speak). You did not need
damage done to unionist confidence to watch the televised proceedings for
by reports of IRA adventurismthrough very long to see that. And, all the while,
the Florida arms case on to Columbia the antagonism on the ground outside
and the various alleged espionage grew sharper and more extensive. (Chapel
scandals”. going in Ballymena and going to school in

It matters little what Seamus Mallon Ardoyne had never been so exciting while

says now. Mallon’s moment came and the war was on.)
went in the Winter of 1998-99. He made  There was an atmosphere of make-
Professor Bew was once a Marxist of an offer to act with Trimble outside the believe about the Assembly. People had
the most rigorous kind, but at a certain structures of the Agreement if Trimble a point to make by the way they behaved
moment—could it be in 1990?—he co-operated with him in getting the init. Everybody knew that it did not have
discreetly became an ex-Marxist without Agreementinstitutions going properly and the makings of a stable mode of govern-
announcing his conversion or revealing the IRA failed to meet the two-year ment. The displacement of community
its intellectual or spiritual process. He timetable—even though half a year of that conflict (‘sectarian” is a misnomer) by
was for some years an activist of the period had already been wasted by“reasonably harmless disputesis
Official Republic movement which, after Trimble. What did Prof. Bew advise in  something which can occur in the party-
many strange peregrinations, found itsthat situation? politics of a state, given the appropriate
way into a position of fundamentalist party structure. Itcannotoccurin Northern
Unionism. He has expressed regret at  With regard to the allegations that Ireland. We did our utmost to bring the
having taken part in the Civil Rights damaged Unionistconfidence—theywere Six Counties into the party-structures of
movement around 1969, saying he wouldUnionist allegations. The Unionists the British democracy. Prof. Bew was
have been better advised to stay in bedwanted very much to have their confidence utterly opposed to that project. It was also
He has contributed to the publications of damaged, and so they made damagingpposed by the British Government, with
a fundamentalist Unionist think-tank allegations—which are still no more than its eyes n the South. At this juncture the
called the Cadogan Group, whose firstallegations (with the possible exception project appears realisable only through
publication concluded that there was of the Florida incident, which rarely the party-politics of the 26 Counties.
nothing much wrong with the old features in the Unionist recitation). And
Stormont. For many years now he hasProf. Bew said he had no problem about
been best thought of as a Governmentbelieving that the IRA strolled into

has not yet run its course”.

Meanwhile in the Republic the
Britishising project has suffered a setback.

agent—as is the case with many of theCastlereagh high-security barracks
strict Marxists of the 1970s. At a certain without disguise in broad daylight, having
point he engaged in aliterary collaboration arranged for the continuously-recording
with the celebrated murderer, Seansecurity cameras to be switched off for the
O’Callaghan, who is not a person one occasion, and strolled out again with a
batch of highly secret documents.

bumps into in the streets.

He supported the Agreement in 1998,
when other members of the Cadogan
Group—freer spirits—opposed it, and he
became a media-apologist for Trimble.
Now that Trimble has accomplished his
destiny he wonders, in language which
echoesthe 1970s, aboutttmlectic” of
the Agreement. His conclusion is
something that was evident from the
outset—and might even be said to be its
raison d’etre The"dialectic of antagon-
ism”was inherentinthe ‘Northern Ireland
state’—an entity about which Professor
Bew has written extensively. (This state
was never anything but a subordinate
authority put in place by the sovereign
authority of the State and continuously
beholden to it) The Agreement gave
formal structural expression to the inherent
antagonism of Northern Ireland, and,
barring miraculous intervention, could not
have produced a “dialectic of
compromise”.

Prof. Bew had an article in tisinday
Timeson 30th November, entitled

4

of dissipating Republicanism, why did
Trimble not let it run?

About twenty-five years ago Tony
O'Reilly appeared on a BBC, Northern
Ireland, variant oDesert Island Discs
He said he was proud of being Irish and
never feltinferior in English company. So
why say anything at all about the
Prof. Bew continues: superiority of the English? He was

“Some will say [withinthe Cadogan obviously a man with an inferiority
Group?] that an unnecessary complexcomplex, needing to be recognised as an
and expensive form of government equal by his superiors. He got his wish
has gone and good riddance. It wasrecently when the Queen touched him on
always difficult to see how the the shoulder as he knelt before her. And
assembly might function in the long many others were lining up waiting to be
term without a proper opposition. But admitted to the Order of the British Empire.
there is reason to weep. Northern And then along comes West Indian
Ireland needs to displace its sectarianBenjamin Zephanaiah and declares
conflict into reasonably harmless himself a free man without knavish
disputes; this is for the most part what yearnings. And this stimulated Yasmin
the institutions of the agreement did. Alibaj Brown, a Ugandan Asian, to
Our politicians were never so happy withdraw from the Order of the British
[as] when they spent hours in Empire, to which she was admitted some
Stormont’'s myriad Byzantine years ago. And a list of people of
committees. Some of the benign republican spirit who refused Royal and
effects trickled down into society at Imperial baubles was leaked, and the
large. Now there is no counterbalance refuseniks suddenly became the people
to the working of mutual antagonism.” of honaur.

Mary Robinson’'s great object as
President was to bring over the Queen.
But what point would there be in it now?
Bring over the West Indian peasantinstead
so that Dublin 4 can see what a free
republican spirit looks like.

If the assembly was having that effect

Infactthe Assembly was another forum



. . in this country. Also, it would appear that
An Other H0|d|ng Exe rcise a significant proportion of profits
generated during the Celtic Tiger erawere
] diverted to the legal profession through
continued the tribunals. This class has invested in
Admittedly, he increased the PAYE raise issues of equity, since not property rather than industry.
tax creditby 30% from 800 eurosto 1,040.  everyone has the disposable income
This is substantial and will be of benefit to which is necessary to avail of them. Unfortunately, it will be difficult to

the low paid. It is also in line with Finally, tax reliefs reduce the tax bill dismantle the incentives without causing
McCreevey’s “individualisation” policies ofthose inthe higherincome brackets. a shock to the system. There are many
because the PAYE creditis only available  This is equally true whether the tax people on modest incomes that are up to
to individual workers in the PAYE sector. relief is granted for film relief, or for  their necks in debt. For such people a fall

The effect of this, when combined with urban or rural renewal. Those who in property prices could result in negative
the zero percentage increase inthe Personal both simultaneously decry this fact equity. A few months ago RTERrime

Tax credits, is to increase the single  and atthe same time campaign loudly Timeinterviewed Peter Bacon, the person
person’s tax credits by 10% and the single  to retain certain reliefs, should responsible for the Bacon report, the

income married couple’s by 6%. recognise the inherent contradiction Government-commissioned report on
in their position”. House prices. On the programme Bacon
I supported McCreevey'’s “individual- let slip the following comment: “Of

isation” policies onthe basisthatthe double | couldn’t have put it better myself. course, nobody wants a fall in property
allowances and tax bands introduced byThe only problem is that McCreevey then prices”. What he meant was that those
Haughey were an ineffective means of proceeds to ignore his own advice. Theclasses ranging from the people who have
supporting the family. The benefits were Film Relief will be extended to the end of just managed to climb onto the property
available to families whether they had 2008 and the ceiling per film will be ladder to those Landlords with numerous
children or not. It was more effective to increasedto 15 million euros. The Businessproperties don’t want a fall in prices. It
give direct support to children through Expansionand Seed Capital Schemeshaverould appear that the couple from
child benefit. However, the increase in been extended to 31st December 2006 an&allynoggin on the programme who
child benefit in this budget amounted to a the amount per company has increased tavanted to buy a house near their parents
very modest 4% for the first two children 1 million Euros. The various property don’t count.
and 5% for subsequent children. Levels ofincentives that were due to terminate at
support for children remain way below the end of 2004 have been extended to Thereis adesperate need for a political
those of Continental Europe. 31st July 2006. party in Ireland to articulate the interests
of the*men of no property” Such a party
Other miscellaneous tax reliefs The relief that generated most discus-could start by tackling the problem at
available to a minority of the population sion prior to this budget was the Film source. In 1988 Jackson Way, a company
were not increased at all. Relief. The retention of this relief was part-owned by Jim Kennedy with
supported by the Labour Party. My own addresses in Switzerland and the Isle of
Inthis budget McCreevey alsorefused experience of this relief was an Man, bought 100 acres of land for under a
to index-link the Standard Rate tax band, advertisementfrom Anglo Irish Bank early million euros. As a result of rezoning,
which will result in 50,000 more people in 2003. The bank was prepared to20% of the land had a value of 13 million
entering the top rate band. It is difficult to guarantee 80% of the investors’ investmenteuros in 2003 (Jackson Way originally
avoid the conclusion that this is an attemptand the wealthy investor would obtain a claimed a price of 113 million from Dun
to claw back some of the costs to the Statel00% tax write-off of his investment at Laoghaire Borough for the 20 acres
of the benchmarking process, but it's too the 42% rate of tax. So, in the worst required by it to build a motorway).
bad if you are unlucky enough to work in possible scenario, the investor would save
the private sector. 420 euros in tax for every 1,000 euros It would be interesting to know what
The budget also introduced PRSI invested and he would only lose 200 euros.proportion of_ the price each house buyer
charges on Benefits in Kind. A's faras | remember hq only had to keeppays to the likes of_Mr. Kenngdy. In last
his money with Anglo Irish for one year. year’s budget article | estimated 42
This would give him a net return on his thousand Euros per house for land in
BROADENING THE TAX BASE i /osiment of 220 per 1,000 EurosinvestedLucan, but in Dun Laoghaire it must be
One of the reasons why budgets Since, 5o, ot had in this era of low interest much more. C iously defend
1987 have been able to reduce the tax0r22 o much more. f-an anyone serious’y deten
L rates. such massive re-distributions of wealth
burden on the low paid is that there has from the poor to the wealthy?
been a gradual erosion of tax reliefswhich ~ Developing the Irish Film Industry is v
benefit the wealthy. In his Budget speechbeneficial, but does the Labour Party
McCreevey made the following comments seriously believe that subsidising the
about such reliefs: wealthy is the best means to do it?
“Whatever one’s stance on the merit
of any particular relief, there are a ProPERTY TAXES AND INCENTIVES
number of inescapable facts abouttheir A constant theme of the annual budget
impact. articles in this magazine is the narrow tax
“Firstly, they narrow the tax base base. The absence of property taxes and Ten thousand civil servants will be
and make it harder to pursue the goalthe tax incentives encouraging property moved from Dublin to other parts of the
of lower taxes for all. Secondly, they investmenthave fuelled the property boomcountry. According to McCreeveyNo
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De-CENTRALISATION
The 2004 Budget was so luck-lustre
that McCreevey had to talk about
something else other than taxation. The
chosen theme for his homily wéade-
centralisation”.



longer will policy be made entirely i
Dublin on the basis of a Dublin mindset

An Cor

A Broim-fronn vonn oilis

If there is a problem with Irish publi
services, itis thatthe people delivering t
services are remote from the peo
receiving them. It is not that they have
“Dublin mindset”, but a “Civil Service”
mindset. The policies which McCreev
outlined do not address this proble
Apparently the Department of the Mari
isgoingto be located inland-locked Cav.

A GROM=-F10NN Tonn oilis, A For-scot na mba,
Ca nzabann o san oide 's ¢ mbionn ch 54 L67

O bim-se ar na colllce 's mo buscall 1m éomair,
Azus v'Fis 58 5100 Mmise a5 Sileat na noeor.

Ml pearann, nil cigeas agam, nil pionca nad ceol,
e ML placa am’ commoeace, nil samfe ni sLE,

Af ag sior-0L An visce 5o mimic 5a Lo

Azus beac-uisce s pion ag mo nammb ar biro.

McCreevey's proposals are a substit
for real de-centralisation which woul
involve a strengthening of loca
government.

D& Brafinn-se cead alfns nd RAGARC AR AN SCorRGIN
Sasanarf no Lewdbpmn mar o Lerdbpmn sean-brog

Cri cnocarb, cri alloh 's cri sleannca ouba ceo

Argus 5100 mar 4 BREASFANN-5€ AN DROWM-FI0NT Donn 0%,

ConcLusION
The last two Budgets convey th
impression of a Government which h
run out of ideas. The economy has grovin
and developed but the Government has
idea how to adapt its policies to the ne

situation. An example is the introductior] Letter To The Editor smoke. The smokers would be just as
in this budget of a tax credit for Researc Smoking: A Comment miserable without the stuff as we are with
& Development expenditure. On the facg Dear Editor it.

of it, it would appear to be worthwhile to Angela Clifford’s articleDemocracy Very, very few political and other

And Prohibitionismin your December, meetings over here permit smoking.
2003, issue raises some importantPerhaps that is the reason we never see
questions. anyone from the group in question at
About two years ago we attended aanybody else’s meeting but their own.
meeting over here in London of a group  That is the situation among
with which we have much in common. progressives. Ordinary non-smokers are
However, some of them smoked in theless tolerant. Offices in our vicinity have
course of the meeting. tobacco exiles standing outside, even in
Ireland is locked into the policies of We have never liked the smell of the coldest weather.
low wage and low tax economy. But it cafp tobacco. We now believe that passive Yours sincerely,
no longer compete on this basis with othgr Smoking does harm to non-smokers. On Ivor & Florence Kenna
countries aboutto join the European Unior). the other hand we have noticed thatPS. Remaining on the subject of health,
A “steady as she goes” approach is nosmokers tend to go to pieces or getwe note from the same issue that Dr.
longer appropriate. Some fresh thinking extremely agitated without access to theDeeny was elected to Stormont in West
is needed. calming cigarette. they do not welcome Tyrone “in support of keeping a local
being told about the effect of smoking on hospital open”. Was Sinn Fein Northern
health. It would be impertinent for us to Ireland Minister of Health Bairbre de Brun
pointoutto the group that we detest tobaccan favour of closing the hospital down?

encourage such high value work. But th
problemisthatIrish Corporation Tax rate
are so low already that the credit is
limited value. Most multi-nationals locate
the R & D expenditure in countries with
high Corporation Taxes so that they ¢
minimise their liabilities.

John Martin

. view and back it up with facts from the

S m O kl n g . An international and medical fields. | will
. challenge some of the points raised by

. Deputies earlier in the debate. | will put

I n d e e n d e nt VI eW forward a different view that may not be

p politically correct or popular in this day

and age, but | will call it as | see it and it

EDITORIAL NOTE: One member of  Politics on a range of issues shows up || pe a straight and comprehensive view.
Dail Eireann has attempted to put a Where Irish Labour, under successive So far, we have not had a balanced
coherent case against Government leaders, is failing. His speech on gjscussion on this issue. The flow seems
diktat on the Smoking issue, Finian Smoking, which was not generally o peinone direction. We need to examine

McGrath. He was elected in Dublin ~ reported, was made during the Second  the facts clearly and see the reality. We
North Central on the Independent Reading on 12th December of a Billto  gi50 need to respect choice and reject the

Health Alliance ticket—ousting Derek ~ amend 2002 tobacco legislation. idea of a nanny state and health police
McDowell of the Labour Party. ATuam trying to tell people over 18 what they
man, former head of Scoil Mhuire in Mr. F. McGrath | welcome the debate should dointheir personallives. | represent
Dublin, McGrath’s independentline of  on the Bill. | will put forward a different continued on page 13
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Cuacail

My faithful fair-backed roan

My faithful fair-backed roan, most excellent of cows,
Where do yvou pass the night, where do you go by day?
“1 am amongst the woods with my boy minding me,
But that one left me by myself weeping.

“I have no land, no household, no wines nor music,
NoO pringes in my COmpany, no poets nor Warmors,
But drinking only water throughout the day,

While my enemics have whiskey and wine to drink."”

If only I could get leave to put this case to the king

| would smite the English as I would smite an old shoe,
Through mountains and cliffs and through dark foggy valleys
And that is how | would console the faithful fair-backed roan.

The author of this popular Jacobite poem is unknown. The cow is Eire, a spirit of the
Tuatha De Danann who is identified with Ireland; the boy who has failed to look after
her is the Stuart king in exile. A version in English (by Mangan?) has the memorable
phrase “Q silk of the kine” in the first line, which is a literal translation of *A shioda
na mba”, The Insh version above has “fior-scoth” (the best) instead of “sioda™ (silk),
found in other versions. While each of these works perfectly well in the poem, my
puess is that poetic convention favours the former.

Mo adequate musical notation has yet been found to convey the singing of this kind of
music. The phrasing and interpretation vary, 50 in a sense every performer invents
their own version of the song. The notation given here makes no attempt to capture
even the length of the individual notes, but may serve as a reminder to anyone who is
acquainted with some version of the music.

L
Ll
%
I
L
__.'. |

L
il
L ]
L 100
ML
L 108
iy
N
e
L 184
il
L 154
L1
el
.%

By
?




The situation in any country in the Western
world of his time would have engendered
. such attitudes in him, regardless of where
S aVI n g Ye atS F r‘o m he Iived._This_ is 'th substance of him and
to explain him it is necessary for any
biographer to make a valid assessment of
M r‘ F O Ste r his attitude to Democracy. These valid

critique of Democracy and, even if Yeats

On 27th November 2003 | went to hear realise that, if he did so in any detail, Yeatsdid not make _it’ it be_h_o_ves a_writer who is
lauded as his definitive biographer to

Roy Foster speak at the Royal Festivalwould come across as a eccentric, to say’ _ ;
Hall to promote his new book on Yeats. the least. Then Paulin wanted to talkaboutﬁtt(ﬂmpt to make it and so allow Yeats’s
The event took the form of a talk by Mr. Yeats’ views of Northern Irish Protestants: ehaviour to be properly assessed. It
Foster and an interview afterwards by these he hated with a vengeance, adoptin%eemed to me th&_lt Foster does not try, or
Tom Paulin. a total partitionist stance to ensure he. ven seem forealise that such an a_pproach
never had anything to do with the ‘horrid IS necessary. In _thg absence of this Ye:ats
I must say that | never heard such trite lot who would spoil our tempers’. Again, ISa pathetlc_ pubhcﬂgure and_ Mr. Foster's
remarks about Yeats as those made by MrFoster would not engage, though PauIinblg book will only confirm this.
Foster. He said that he had attempted whatepeatedly attempted to provoke him, for  Essentially, Mr. Foster blames the
he seemed to think were unique andinstance by saying that Yeats’s visions democracy for making Yeats what he was
revolutionary approaches to biography in often reminded him of Paisley’s sermons. and places the Catholic Bulletin at the
that he believed life and art were related Furthermore, he reckoned some of Yeatscutting edge of this. As this journal
and he aimed to get behind the otherwork had‘the swagger of an Orange band'.therefore seems the most significant
biographies and autobiographies of Yeats.Foster was non-plussed. Paulinwas clearlycontext for judging Yeats, according to
He also sought to clarify his public life, interested in talking about the varieties of Foster, | had a look atit. It comes across as
including his para-fascism. Foster was Protestants in Ireland and why they werea self-confident analytical expression of
‘embedding’ Yeats’ poems in their context so varied—and maybe how Catholic somethe new Irish democracy and was, for
to show how he renegotiated his ofthemwere. Afterall, he reminded Foster, example, a consistently anti-fascist
relationship with Ireland. Then we were Yeats repeatedly referred to Purgatoryjournal. Nowonder there was vituperation
told he was one of the founding fathers of and ‘we don’t believe in that, Roy, do between it and Yeats, but this publication
the new State (which would, | believe, we?’ Foster could only explain that it was was on the right side in this crucial issue of
come as a big surprise to its actual some pre-Celtic notion that Yeats had andthe day.
founders). His political sense was keenly he was not sure of the theology. It was . .
developed, we were told. Moreover, there obvious that it was not the theology Paulin ltseems notin t.he least surprising that
was great entertainment to be had fromwas interested in. He wanted to discussYeatS’the A_nglo-lnsh andthe Fr_ee Staters
‘the vituperation’ of the Catholic Bulletin the relationships and beliefs of different took to fascism. They were fascists before

concerning Yeats. His stances wereProtestant tendencies in Ireland and howfasusm was invented as far asindietin

responses to the torrent of suchtheyrelatedtoeachotherandto Catholics V33 concerned and whatever pol|t|9al
vituperation. This could have been very interesting angnastiness was abou.t t_hey could be relied
a Yeatsian scholar should have jumped aPn always to take to it like ducks to water.
Mr. Foster recounted aninterview he’d the opportunity. But the subject died a It seems to me that Mr. Foster is
had with Kathleen Raine when researchingdeath despite Paulin’s best efforts. | think engaged in a totally futile exercise in that
his book and here one suspected that sh&ir. Foster’s shallowness was cruelly heisseekingto have the democracy judged
considered him an ignoramus about Yeatsexposed and he was quickly back to gettingand condemned by the attitudes and norms
and ordered him to leave her house—buta cheap snigger or two from the audienceof someone who lived in it but despised it.
of course that was not the impression heat Yeats’s expense. His sexual foiblesTo succeed, the democracy would have
sought to give in the account he gave ofseem to be a great old reliable in thesehad to come to hate itself. Thisis never
their meeting. | would agree with her after circumstances and Foster made full use ofikely to happen—though not impossible.
listening to Mr. Foster for a couple of them. Yeats certainly did not succeed in doing
o, i WO 910AGH 25 VSN Thoveralmpressionias taiFoster % V17 e 1 cemocracy of i
had reduced Yeats—with his mysticism,

gossipy, anecdotal approach that. madeoccultism, sexual fantasia, fascism, he might be successful in Ireland today.
his subject more and more meaningless

and uninteresting. eugenics and many more weird and  Yeatswill, and should, be remembered

wonderful preoccupations—to a totally for the poetry that the democracy he
bizarre figure who could inspire norespect, detested, liked, and | would suggest that
either as a public or private figure. It the less said about what else wentonin his
seems to me that such a man wouldhead the better. As far as | can judge,
generate vituperation in any democratic several more large books could be filled
society as naturally as he walked. with his nonsense. At the end of the day he
will be remembered for nothing else but
this poetry. | think this gets completely
lost with Mr. Foster. Yeats should be
saved from Mr. Foster.

For example, there was no attempt to
put Yeats in the context of the poets and
poetry of his era—Eliot, Pound etc.

Mr. Paulin tried to make the subject
interesting. He began by asking Mr. Foster  Yeats could not come to terms with the
to give details of some of the revelations Democracy of the 20th century. This was
Yeats received from the many mediumsvulgar and debasing and he did all he
he engaged. Mr. Foster was very reticentcould to save himself from it and escape
to reply to the question. He seemed tofromit—hence his varied preoccupations.
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the major players—Sinn Féin, the Ulster
Unionists and the two governments. Some
wavering votes went the Shinners way
when the SDLP was treated, and allowed
itself to be treated, with a negligent,

disregarding, contempt. But, at the heart

The Storming Of The
Winter Election fecones S i v, nd i

Sinn Féin’s successful storming oflast ~ Mark Durkan’s party is not publicly party. The SDLP lost, and—John Hume
month’s Winter Wlection was a glorious fragmenting as Trimble’s is, itis justvery in Europe done, dusted and put in the
riot of good clean fun: high jinks, low publicly talking about it. (Poor Mark trophy cabinet for future generations, all
farce, and the medium-rare roasting of Durkan, no sooner have people startedthattoone side—willgo onlosing, because
New Labour’s little elves, the SDLP. remembering his name than his big sisterit is a local, partitionist, party.

incests him and the party of his life

Pre-election negotiations leading to commences to meditating on first and last
the televised collapse (Tony Blair once things. Poor Mark. In sympathy with his
again mistaking ‘in camera’ for ‘on heart's pain I'll try to leave off reporting
camera’) of an hysterically hyped “Agree- the SDLP’s little local difficulties for a
ment”. When have jinks been higher?  few paragraphs. Give the man some air.
Or, more typically, not.)

And In Northern Ireland—

For years John Hume countered Sinn
Féin’s national credentials with the line
that real unity was not territorial but was a
bringing together of people. Which
sounded well and would have sounded
better if the SDLP had gone into the
highways and byways to do something
aboutit. Butthey didn’tand Sinn Féin did.
Adams and McGuinness inherited the
ramshackle remnants of the Second Dail
and built them into a NATIONAL party
that is bringing people together country-
wide and in grand style. John Hume took
himself into Europe and left his party
parochial and partitionist (and postnation-
alist?). Then he left his party to Mark
Durkan, which was not the act of a friend.

And talk about low farce! New Labour
andthe SDLP are, by the common consent
of both of them, and them both consenting
adults, sister parties. So what Blair did to

the SDLP by holding pre-election negotia- of days (it being now almost entirely

tions from which its negotiators were : .
. forgotten this was when, fresh elections
excluded can really only be described as, _~. ;
. having been previously and unreservedly
incest. Was ever low farce lower? B :
announced, David Trimble failed to make
Such beginnings were deserving of no his scheduled declaration that Sinn Féin
finer end than the rebuff the electorate would be welcome in government) some
delivered. panellist or other (some McGimpsey or

Deap MaN WALKING
Inthe course of atelevision postmortem
of the televised collapse of our almost day

other, | think) remarked that the
CRUNCH AND FRAGMENTATION marginalisation of the SDLP which Mark
David Trimble, he who plunged in Durkan had been whining about could
camera but on camera demurred, is lostnever have happened under Seamu
His Ulster Unionist Party increased its Mallon or John Hume.
share of the vote by some 1.4% but in so
doing fell behind the DUP, which grew
only by gobbling up its minor allies. Such
is the vigour of the DUP that Trimble’s
coming first in the Protestant election
would not have been much of a victory for
him: coming second is a disastrous and
probably terminal defeat. Donaldson and
two other Assembly members have left
(most likely en route to the DUP).
Trimble’s party seems to be unravelling.

he would have done in Mark Durkan’s
place and said he would have camped
outside Downing Street clamouring to get
in. Further he would have cornered Bertie
Like the Protestant election, the Ahern by the throat and lobbied him
Catholic election was that most final of vigorously. One way or another he would
democratic contests: a crunch election. Inhave got himself into those negotiations.

the result, kerrrunnchhh..... That was the point at which Mark

The SDLP share of the Catholic vote Durkan’s undistinguished leadership of
dropped by just 5% and Sinn Féin’s sharethe SDLP, if not the SDLP itself, came to
rose by just about as much. Not so muchan end. There are important organisational
at all in many more stable political matters to be resolved, less important
situations where victory and defeat are notdomestic matters to be tidied up and
guestions of life and death. But here, 5%perhaps even some decencies to be
of adrop and the mortician reaches for hisobserved. None of that makes any
formaldehyde and the cosmetic touchupdifference to Durkan’s fate. Dead man
tools of his trade. Here, 5% of a rise andwalking.
there’s a rainbow glowing in the light of
the big pot of gold at the end of it. Such is
politics in the volatility of this our stable.

Sinn Féin’s victory in the Catholic
Assembly election was helped by the
exclusion of the SDLP from talks between

Dead man walking

BerTiE AT BopensTtown, 2003
In the middle of the doomed

%egotiations outside of which the SDLP
helped marginalise itself Bertie Ahern,
A few weeks later Seamus Mallon leader ofFianna Fail, The Republican

himself was on the panel of a television Party, went to Wolfe Tone’s grave in
postmortem of the by then unmistakeableBodenstown and made an extraordinary
results of those very elections. He wasspeech eulogising the Social Democratic
asked if he agreed with that previous and Labour marginalia of contemporary
assessment and said of course he didn’tlrish politics as the onlie true heirs of the
Absolutely not. He was then asked what United Irish tradition.

“2003 bringsto a close the bicentenary
commemorations of the era of the United
Irishmen, of Bantry Bay, 1798 and the
Emmet Rebellion. They have stimulated
enormous interest in this period of our
history and its inspiring possibilities...

“Today, Irish history has returned
full circle to the beginning, to the original
constitutional and demaocratic spirit of
the United Irishmen, at a time when this
can now flourish without further
obstacle. Europe is no longer divided
into friends and enemies, and Ireland is
no strategic threat to its larger
neighbour...

“...The party in many ways closest to
the ideals of the United Irishmen is the
SDLP, without whom it would be
difficult to conceive either the peace
process or the Good Friday Agreement.
The United Irishmen, which began as a
constitutional movement, was forced
underground, and became what has been
described as violent democrats.
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words, but let me try to find them. The was designed to last (not even as long as

“Today, the Republican Movement
must complete the journey back to the
United Irishmen’s roots as a purely
constitutional movement. And if we can
achieve this in a way that commands
widespread confidence, and can secure
commitments on the stability of the
institutions, then we can offer the people
the prospect of the full and complete
implementation of the Good Friday
Agreement and delivery of all the
commitments of the Joint Declaration of
the two Governments.

“I look forward in the near future to
resumed political progress, which will
enable usto consolidate the Good Friday
Agreement, and bring the peace process
to a successful conclusion. We cannot
hold everything in suspense forever.
While the immediate result might be
different from what Tone, Emmet and
Russell or indeed more recent genera-
tions of patriots might have aspired to,
the establishment of an agreed Ireland is
more substantial progress than anyone
up until now has been able to achieve.”
(Delivered at Bodenstown on October
19, 2003 and published without any hint

their welfare; we think it our duty as beenthe substance of the United Irishmen,
Irishmen to come forward and state whatthat 1798 and the physical force tradition

we feel to be our heavy grievance, andygoted in 1798 which finally established
whatwe know to be its effectual remedy. the Irish state andfianna Fail. The

“We have no National Government; R bli Party had h d
we are ruled by Englishmen and the epublican Farty had never happened.

servants of Englishmen, whose object is !t Was a most extraordinary speech.

the interest of another country; whose

instrumentis corruption; whose strength Pearse AT Bobenstown, 1913

is the weakness of Ireland; and these  Bertie spoke at Bodenstown in 2003
men have the whole of the power and for ng other reason than that Patrick Pearse
patronage of the country as means 0g,1e there in 1913. The Irish state was
seduce and subdue the honesty and th(ta dedinth luti t of P

spirit of her representatives in the ounded nthe revolutionary act ori-earse
legislature. Such an extrinsic power, and Connolly. The substance of Fianna
acting with uniform force in a direction Fail stems from 1916 and the War Of
too frequently opposite to the true line of Independence. Had Convict 95 never been,
our obvious interests, can be resistedwith de Valera disabled by execution or

with effect solely by unanimity, decision, prior prudence, his soldiers would have

and spirit in the people, qualities which died undestined.

may be exerted most legally, constit-
utionally, and effiaciously by that great
measure essential to the prosperity and
freedom of Ireland—an

If Pearse had not spoken in 1913 at

equal Wolfe Tone’s graveside, Bertie in 2003

Representation of all the People in would never have dreamed of it.

Parliament...” The Best Of Pearse
Mercier Press, 1967, pp140-41).

Pearse wentto Bodenstown to establish

_ _ | The rather perfunctory nod to prudenceTone as the father of physical force
of an apology on Fianna Fail's website.) that barely covers Tone’s forthright republicanism. Bertie wentto wishitwere

statement of revolutionary democratic not so. Having suffered Ahern, here’s
All that is almost too extraordinary for principles was nota constitutionalism that Pearse. Just revel in the contrast.

leader of the one natural party of govern-the English were disposed to endure it).
mentin an Irish state which was establishedWriting to Thomas Russell in 1792 Tone
in a revolutionary war waged by heirs of was frank about his Declaration being less
the physical force tradition founded by SO...

Tone, Russell and Emmet stands by the
founder’s graveside to rubbish and deny it
all. And this really is the leader of de
Valera’'s Legion of the Rearguard, of Séan
Lemass’s semi-constitutional party.
Strange times when such things are said.
Approaching interesting times when they
go all but unremarked.

ToNE's CONSTITUTIONAL M OMENT
Ahern’s one matter of fact, that the

Declaration which Tone wrote for the first
United Irishmen in Belfastin 1791 did not
advocate insurrection, is the stuff of trivial
pursuit. Here, from that Declaration (as
guoted by Pearse the Separatist Idga
is the stuff of the United Irishmen’s
“constitutional” period:—
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“In the present great era of reform
when unjust governments are falling in
every quarter of Europe; when religious
persecution is compelled to abjure her
tyranny over conscience; when the
Rights of Man are ascertained in Theory
and that Theory substantiated by Prac-
tice; when antiquity can no longer defend
absurd and oppressive forms against the

“The foregoing contains my true and
sincere opinion of the state of this
countryso far as in the present juncture
it may be advisable to publish hey
certainly fall short of the truth, but truth
itself must sometimes condescend to
temporise. My unalterable opinion is
that the bane of Irish prosperity is the
influence of England: | believe that
influence will ever be extended while
the connection between the countries
continues; nevertheless, as | know that
opinion is,for the presenttoo hardy,
though a very little time may establish it
universally, | have not made it a part of
the resolutions, | have only proposed to
setup areformed parliament, as abarrier
againstthat mischiefwhich every honest
man that will open his eyes must see in
every instance overbears the interest of
Ireland: | have not said one word that
looks like a wish foseparationthough
| give it to you and your friends as my
most decided opinion that such an event
would be aregeneration to this country”
(quoted ibid, p143; | take it that the
emphasis is Pearse’s though that is not
stated in the text).

Perhaps Bertie meant to state that the

common sense and common interests ofSDLP are the true heirs of Tone’s moment-
mankind; when all government is ary prudence, which may be true, albeit
acknowledged to originate from the far from glorious. But really he seems to

people, and to be so far only obligatory
as it protects their rights and promotes

be expressing a wish that prudence had

“We have come to the holiest place in
Ireland; holier to us even than the place
where Patrick sleeps in Down. Patrick
brought us life, but this man died for us.
And though many before him and some
since have died in testimony of the truth
of Ireland’s claim to nationhood. Wolfe
Tone was the greatest of all that have
made that testimony, the greatest of all
that have died for Ireland whether in old
time or in new. He was the greatest of
Irish Nationalists; | believe he was the
greatest of Irish men. And if lam rightin
this | am right in saying that we stand in
the holiest place in Ireland, for it must be
that the holiest sod of a nation’s soil is
the sod where the greatest of her dead
lies buried.

“We have come here not merely to
salute this noble dust and to pay our
homage to the noble spirit of Tone. We
have come to renew our adhesion to the
faith of Tone; to express once more our
full acceptance of the gospel of Irish
Nationalism which he was the first to
formulate in worthy terms, giving clear
definition and plenary meaning to all
that had been thought and taught before
him by lIrish-speaking and English-
speaking men; uttered half articulatedly
by a Shane O’Neill in some defiance
flung at the Englishry, expressed under
some passionate metaphor by a Geoffrey
Keating, hinted at by a Swift in some
biting gibe, but clearly and greatly stated
by Wolfe Tone, and not needing now
ever to be stated anew for any new
generation...

“This, then, is the first part of Wolfe
Tone’s achievement—he made articulate



the dumb voices of the centuries, he build a comfortablenodus vivendbut of
gave Ireland a clear and precise andits developingmodus operandiBut a
worthy concept of Nationality. But he national m.o. is the fundamental
did more than this: not only did he define prerequisite of a national politics, and

Irish Nationalism, but he armed his . . . .
generation in defence of it. Thinker and Sinn Féin has that. It is what it beat the

doer, dreamer of the immortal dream SDLP over the head with in the Winter
and doer of the immortal deed—we owe Election.

to this dead man more than we can ever

repay him by making pilgrimagestohis ~ The result of the Catholic vote was
grave or b%/.re?hr lngtto Tm tfhﬁ. sta.\:ell_erst barely known when Mark Durkan had to
monument in the streets of his city. To ¢ . . )

his teaching we owe it that there is such ﬂelq questions about his party’s Iaf:k ofa for
a thing as Irish Nationalism, and to the national presence. Not so, he replied, thec
memory of the deed he nerved his SDLP hasgoodrelationswithallthe largest

generation to do, the memory of ‘98, we parties in Dail Eireann. Which is true
owe it that there is any manhood left in enough. The SDLP has good relations
Ireland” (from Theobald Wolfe Tone with Fianna Fail, Fine Gael,

the Irish is
ibid p126-127).

Labour Party and, stretching ‘largest’ other

_ , ) than by way of ‘bigheaded’, the Progres-
Without Wolfe Tone’'s committment sive Democrats.

to armed struggle there would have been

no 1798, no 1803, no Young Ireland and ¢ mer SpLP Minister in the first
no 1848, or'49, no IRB, no EasterRising, ,,yer_sharing executive to fail in this our
no War of Independence, and Fianna

Fail, The Republican Party. been sucking at the Fine Gaeltitthese past

twenty years or more. Despite which, or

Without Wolfe Tone’s committment perhaps because of which, Fine Gael wa

has also been recruited from the Labour
Party in Britain.

“Jack Murray, a former adviser to
Progressive Democrat junior minister
Tom Parlon, and Ronan Farren of the
Irish Labour Party, have also joined the
SDLP’s election team from Dublin to
work alongside party press officer James
Dillon” (28.10.03).

Mark Durkan could have been forgiven
claiming that the SDLP’s was a 32

ounty campaign. Itis a salutary reminder
that national politics are not arrived at by
simply adding 6 to 26. What that added up
to on this occasion, and most always will,
zero.

ParTiTIONIST HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER

It seems that Conall McDevitt, Ms

Rodgers’ former adviser, is also of the
Irish Labour Party. At all events he has all

. o ; ) . of stickified Labour’s hatred of the party
failed political entity, Austin Currie, has Charlie Haughey once led.

Within days of the SDLP’s winter

to armed struggle James Fintan Lalor could,o iy one of those parties which didn,tsvvhitewash (see above about 5% either

not have written as he did, which answers

Ahern’scaveaabout the United Irishmen

being driven underground:— winter election. According to th&ish
“As regards the use of none butlegal i es

means, any means and all means might B .
: . The SDLP has brought in two of the
be made illegal by Act of Parliament, key strategists behind Fianna Fail's

to help the SDLP rout Sinn Féin in the

and such pledge, therefore, is passive
obedience. Asto the pledge of abstaining
from the use of any but moral force, | am
quite willing to take such pledge, if, and
provided, the English Government agree
to take it also; but ‘if not, not’. Let
England pledge notto argue the question
by the prison, the convict-ship, or the
halter; and | will readily pledge not to
argue it in any form of physical logic.
But dogs tied and stones loose are no
bargain. Let the stones be given up; or

election victory to advise it on aspects of

J : ~ ' “way in Northern Ireland elections) the
send aid inthe shape of comforting advisersish Newswas full of articles and letters
advocating a merger with Fianna Fail.
Conall McDevitt's first contribution to
that debate (from an address in Skerries,
Dublin) was a plea on behalf of postive
thought and the miracles that postive

its campaign for the forthcoming thoughtcan achieve.

Assembly elections.

“Former Fianna Fail general secre-
tary, Mr Martin Mackin, and former
adviser to the Taoiseach, Mr Peter
MacDonagh, have been advising the
SDLP for a number of months on vote
management techniques and strategies.

“Both were seen as pivotal to Fianna
Fail's election success last year when

“Rather than simply organising on a
32-county basis what is needed is
political thinking that transcends the
border.

“There is no such thinking at the
moment. You only need to look at Sinn
Féin’s policies to see this” (5.12.03).

His second was atirade against Bertie's

the party took 49 per cent of the seats inpolitical slum that was headline@ihe

unmuzzle the wolf-dog...” (quoted by
Pearse inThe Sovereign Peoplébid

p175). votes.

“Their advice to the SDLP is to focus
on how to use vote management
techniques, such as splitting constituen-
cies between candidates and targetting
transfers from other parties” (1.11.03).

Without Wolfe Tone’s committment
to armed struggle Bertie Ahern would
most probably be digging a ditch today,
free from time to reflect and self-loathing
in it, and all the happier for that. But the
world isn't wound to the happiness of an
Ahern. And his cry from the heart of his
self-loathing for Sinn Féin to be set aside
and the SDLP to be set up was knocked
back by the self-confidence of a rising
people.

Thelrish Newswas more informative
about aid from Irish Labour, the PDs and
the Brits:—

“The SDLP has recruited strategists
from the British Labour Party and parties
from the Republic for its assembly
election campaign.

“Former agriculture minister Brid
Rodgers has been appointed asthe party’s

SouTHERN Aib FROM SOUTHERN COMFORT ? director of elections.

The national heritage to whiélanna
Fail, The Republican Partylays claimis
wasted and withered in Bertie Ahern. That
national heritage is still far from justified
in a renascent Sinn Féin which has yet to

campaigning in the 18 constituencies
across the north, it was confirmed that
her former adviser Conall McDevitt has
been drafted in to help.

“Belfast-born Adrian McMenamin

the Dail with less than 42 per cent of the 5p|_p Would Never Entertain Links With
Neo-fascistslt concluded:

“I said in my last letter that the SDLP
is a much better party than Fianna Fail.

“l stand over that claim.

“The future of the New Ireland will
never be built by populists. They have
none of the bravery or the vision required.

“Itwill be constructed by progressive
visionaries, social democrats who think
not just about themselves but about their
children...and their children’s children.

“That is the task of the SDLP and
those who share its values. And that is
our challenge” (11.12.03).

All'in all an entirely vacuous plea on

“As the party embarked on pepgifof niceness (armouredjmlitical
thinking that transcends the bord@ras
against fascist bastards. But the SDLP
could conceivably merge with the Irish
Labour Party, or follow Austin into the
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Blueshirts, or take its progressive visi
Southwards for the children’s children
the children of Skerries.

Andthereis nothing atallin McDevitt
letters to the Irish News which addres
the current appetite in the north for natio
politics pure and simple. Nothing at §
He transcended the border in a motor
and failed altogether to see beyond it,

The real point of interestin all this, al
itis very interesting indeed, is that Con
McDevitt who loathes Fianna Fail with
passion and who probably isn't all th
enamoured of the Progressive Demaoct
found it easy to merge with the archite

of Bertie’s last victory and PD Minister

Parlon’s adviser in the SDLP’s wint
election campaign. No problem there.

So why was there no problem the
How could agents of parties who,
between coalitions, hate each ot
profoundly, work happily together for th
SDLP? There was a coalition working 1
the SDLP; of Fianna Fail, the Progress
Democrats and the Irish Labour Pg
(and an irrelevant Belfast Blairite). §
what is so attractive about the SDLP?

And putlike thatthe answer is obvio
The SDLP is not Sinn Féin. That is
long and the short of it.

What gathered together in the kitchg
of the SDLP’s Imperial Hous

bn
of

The Assembly Election:
An Analysis

S
5es
hal
Il.
car

There follows a comparison of the their Protestant member, Jane Morrice,
results of the Assembly Election of 26th redesignated herself as a Unionist. There
Nd November 2003 with the results in 1998. is a certain justice in the fact that Monica
all 1t concentrates on the changes betweerMcWilliams has now been replaced in
@ the three blocs, that is, the Unionist/ South Belfast by a Nationalist and Jane
al Nationalist/Other designations which, Morrice has been replaced in North Down
AtSunder the Belfast Agreement, Assembly by a Unionist.
C'S members are required to adopt on election.

The 7th change was inthe West Tyrone

| was prompted to make this compar- constituency where the SDLP lost a seat
ison by the surprising discovery that the to an independent candidate who topped
Unionist bloc had increased its seats fromthe poll, standing for the retention of an
_e? 58 to 59 (out of a total of 108) at the acute hospital in Omagh. This was rather
N expense of the Other bloc, which fell from unfair to the SDLP since it was Barbre de
'€r'8 to 7, while the Nationalist bloc remained Brun of Sinn Fein who took the decision
€ constant at 42. to downgrade the Omagh hospital when
or she was Minister of Health. Sinn Fein
V€  When Ilooked at how this came about, retained both its seats. So, had it not been
‘rty | discovered to my surprise that, in 7 out of for this special local issue, the Nationalist
PO the 18 constituencies, the seats won by thésloc would also have gained a seat overall

3 blocs changed. For example, in Eastat the expense of the Other bloc.

Antrim the sitting SDLP Assembly
S member lost his seat to a Unionistand the  Table Il attempts to compare the First

€ Unionist/Nationalist/Other balance Preference votes by party and by bloc
changed from 4/1/1to 5/0/1. Table | gives with the 1998 election. The Other bloc
details of the movements in each of the 18lost out badly in terms of First Preference

NS constituencies. votes, its share falling from nearly 10% to
i under 7%. The Alliance Party's First

er

headquarters was an all-Ireland coalit
against Sinn Féin and the spectre it ca

ON  The overall gain of 1 by the Unionist Preference vote fell by over 50% (from
[®%10c was the net result of these 7 changes52,636 to 25,372) but remarkably it

with itof national politics. Itwas anational The Unionist bloc actually lost seats to the managed to hold on to all of its 6 seats.

political coalition against national politi

And as such it is the clearest possiblenorth Antrim and North Belfast. These

statement of the one irrefutable argu
for the ultimate, sooner rather than la
success of national politics in Ireland.

Sinn Féin is engaged in natior
politics. That is itanodus operandand
what forces its opponents to enga
nationally to oppose it. At which poi
they are every bit as damned if they dd
they are damned if they don’t. Whi
could maybe translate intoedus vivend
for the lot of us.

Sinn Féin stormed the Winter Electid

* Nationalist bloc in 2 constituencies—
The Unionist bloc’s share of the First
Ntseemtobe a consequence of demographiPreference vote was 52.54%, an increase
€l changes and are probably permanentof about 2% compared with 1998. The
However, Unionists gained one in West Nationalist bloc’s share was 40.67%, an
Belfast where a vigorous campaign by theincrease of about 1%.
al pyp—the candidate was Nigel Dodds’
wife—stirred Protestantsintovoting. That  The most important outcome of the
9€seat will be hard to hold on to. As we have election is the fact that the DUP has now
Mt seen, they also gained one in East Antrimgot a majority of seats within the Unionist
8Swhere the result was certainly affected by bloc (30 seats out of 59). Since the joint
h catholics being driven out of places like election of a First Minister and a Deputy
Larne in recent years. First Minister requires the support of a
majority of each of the Unionist and
Two changes were a consequence ofNationalist blocs, the DUP is in a position
N. the collapse of the Womens’ Coalition, to determine whether or not devolved

The SDLP now hasto learn to live with the \yhich |ost both its seats. Readers mayinstitutions are re-established. The best

storm. As does Fianna Fail and the Ir
Labour Party and the PDs. They ma
Sinn Féin’s Assembly success a victory

Sh recall that, in an attempt to save David efforts of the British Government to save
l‘.jeTrimbIein November 2001, the Standing David Trimble have failed—and the

national politics. Now it's a matter

IN Orders of the Assembly were amended tointerminable wrangling within the Ulster
f allow Womens' Coalition members to Unionist Party has happily become an

themalllearning tolive with that, together change their designation, whereupon theirirrelevance. The DUP is in charge now.

in national politics.
Joe Keenan
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Table I Seats by Bloc by Constituency 2003 & Change since 1998

Unionist
Constituency DUP/U/O Total
Antrim East 3/2 5(+1)
Antrim North 31 4(-1)
Antrim South 2/2 4
Belfast East 2/2/1 5
Belfast North 2/1 3(-1)
Belfast South 1/2 3
Belfast West 1/0 1(+1)
Down North 2/2/1 50
Down South 1/1 2
Fermanagh & S. Tyrone 1/2 3
Foyle 1/0 1
Lagan Valley 1/3 4
Londonderry East 2/2 4
Mid Ulster 1/1 2
Newry & Armagh 1/1 2
Strangford 3/2 5
Tyrone West 1/1 2
Upper Bann 2/2 4
Total 30/27/2 59 (+1)
Notes:

Nationalist Other
SF/SD Total Total
0/0 0(-1) 1
1/12 (+1) 0
0/1 1 1
0/0 0 1
2/13  (+1) 0
123 (+1) 0(-1)
4/15 (1) 0
0/0 0 1(-1)
2/2 4 0
2/1 3 0
2/3 5 0
0/1 1 1
1/1 2 0
3/1 4 0
3/1 4 0
0/0 0 1
2/13 (1) 1(+1)
1/1 2 0
2418 4 7(-1)

(a) Belfast East: other Unionist seat PUP (David Ervine)

(b) Down North: other Unionist seat UKUP (Bob McCartney)

(c) Other bloc seats are all Alliance Party, apart from Tyrone West, which was
won by Independent Kieran Deeny.

Table I Votes and Seats by Party & Bloc 1998 & 2003

1998

Votes
Unionist Bloc
DUP 145917
uup 172225
PUP 20634
UKUP 36541
NIUP
UDP 8651
Con 1835
Ind Un 24339
Total 410142

Nationalist Bloc

SF 142858
SDLP 177963
Ind Nat 528
Total 321349
Other Bloc

All 52636
NIWC 13019
Green Party 710
SEA

WP 1989

Soc 789

Lab 2729

Nat Law 832

Ind Lab 121

Energy 105 15

Ind Other 5986

Total 78826

Y%

18.01

21.25
2.55

4.51

1.07

0.23

3.00
50.62

17.63
21.96

0.07
39.66

6.50
1.61
0.09

9.73

Seats

20
28
2
5

18
24

42

0.25
0.10
0.34
0.10
0.01
0.00
0.74

8

Overall total 810317 100.01 108

2003
Votes

177944
156931
8032
5700
1350

1604
12010
363571

162758
117547

1121
281426

25372
5785
2688
2394
1407

343

9042

47031

692028

% Seats
2571 30
22.68 27
1.16 1
0.82 1
0.20

0.23

1.74

52.54 59

(+1.92) (+1)

2352 24

16.99 18
0.16

40.67 42

(+1.01) (+0)

367 6
0.84
0.39
0.35
0.20
0.05

1.31 1

6.80 7
(-2.93) (-1)
100.01 108

1998 Electorate
1178556

% Valid Poll

2003 Electorate % Valid Poll

68.86

1097526

63.05

Smoking continued

the voices of working people over 18 who
want a choice and would like to go to their
local pub to have a pintand a cigarette. What
iswrong with that? What is the big deal? The
point was raised about vested interests. The
only vested interests in this debate are people
who want to go out and enjoy themselves in
a social setting. Despite this, people want to
remove it from them.

| respect non-smokers and people who
work in the trade. We can protect them and
I will put forward proposals to do so but,
above all, we must face the reality. Smoking
is bad for a person, but too much of anything
is bad for a person. Drinking is very bad for
a person, as is over-eating. We have a crisis
in this country with obesity. These are the
realities so let us bring some balance into the
discussion.

Environmental tobacco smoke, or
passive smoking as it is called, is classified
as a human carcinogen by the World Health
Organisation. The issue is not about the
nature of a carcinogen but what it does.
Almost everything we touch, eat and wash
can be described as carcinogenic to some
degree. | am sure that the Minister for State
at the Department of Health and Children,
Deputy Tim O’Malley, is aware of the
number of carcinogens that are present in a
cup of coffee, for example. Are we to ban
coffee?

On the figures of the numbers of deaths
in Ireland, this is a matter about which the
Government must be open and honest. A
figure of 7,000 deaths in Ireland each year is
widely quoted and was widely quoted in the
debate as being attributed to tobacco-related
illnesses. There is no scientific foundation
for such a statement. However, we have all
been fed this so often that we have begun to
believe it. The figure relates to the number
of deaths from cancers in Ireland.

Let us study the figures. The National
Cancer Registry of Ireland gives a figure of
7,500 deaths from cancer occurring every
year. The most common cancers within this
figure are skin, large bowel, lung, breasts in
women and prostate in men. It does not
indicate that these are due to smoking. These
are the facts. The original assertionwas a lie.
A number of people have quoted this figure
in recent months. However, like the figure
of 7,000, itis lodged in the public mind and,
unfortunately, many people believe it.

The Minister may not be aware that the
American Environmental Protection Agency
study, which gave rise to this type of figure,
was found by the federal courts in the United
States of America to haveknowingly,
wilfully, and aggressively, disseminafatse

|_continued on page 14
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1998

Broadly speaking, for the 1998 election I have used the figures from Nicholas
Whyte’s website at http://www.ark.ac.uk/elections/fa98.htm. In particular, I have used
his figures for Independent Unionists (24,339) and Independent Nationalists (528). His
votes column is 5,986 short, having a total of 804,331 rather than 810,317, which was the
total valid pollin 1998. Thave assigned these to the Independent Other category. T haven’t
checked this in detail against the raw election results, but it appears to be reasonably
correct.

2003

For 2003, I have used the figures from the BBC website at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/
shared/bsp/hi/vote2003/northern_ireland/html/vote.stm. The categories

Ind 19256

uucC 2705
VFYP 124
Ind 72
UTW 16
Total 22173
in the BBC table have been assigned to the three blocs as follows:
Unionist 12010
Nationalist 1121
Other 9042
Total 22173

by looking at the raw election results and assigning each candidate to one of the three
blocs. The accuracy of these assignments cannot be guaranteed in all cases.

Constituency Candidate “Party” Un Nat Oth
Antrim East J McKee Independent 1449

R Hutchinson  Independent 1011

R Mason Independent 364

J Anderson Independent 348
Antrim North G Kane Independent 623
Belfast East J McBlain Independent 72

Rainbow George VFYP 65
Belfast North F Agnew uucC 802

F McCoubrey  Independent 469

R McCord Independent 218

J Gallagher VFYP 17
Belfast South LM Steven VFYP 42
Belfast West J MacVicar Independent 211

D Kerr Independent 16
North Down B Wilson Independent 1350

A Chambers Independent 1077

A Field Independent 428

C Carter Independent 109
South Down M Curran Independent 162
Foyle A Courtney Independent 802

D McBrearty Independent 137
Lagan Valley I Davis Independent 2223
L’derry East B Douglas uuC 1903
Newry & ArmW Fraser Ind Unionist 632
Strangford D McCarthy Ind Nationalist 319
Tyrone West K Deeny Independent 6158
Upper Bann D Jones Ind Unionist 585

S Anderson Ind unionist 581
Totals 12010 1121 9042

David Morrison

dangers of environmental tobacco smoke,
especially in the hospitality industry. The
report states’that such a report is
unequivocal in demanding aban on smoking
in the workplace, is bending the truth to an
outrageous degree'These are the facts.

We all support proper ventilation. It has
been proved that it can be effective, even
though listening to the debate in the Chamber
and on radio and television, one would think
ventilation was not an issue and that air
supply could notbe improved. The Minister's
advisers have shied away from this claiming
that outdated technology of one air change
per house was ineffective. We moved on
from that point years ago. We now have
specifications in force for 12 air changes per
house. There are pubs throughout the country
certified by the health boards as a result of
the six-year old, ongoing initiative for clean
air in pubs. That is the reality. | accept that
some pubs need to get their act together, but
they should be targeted and put under
pressure by the health boards. One should
not blame the average working man or
woman - the taxpayers of this country - for
the inefficiencies of others.

New studies are emerging about the
efficiency of ventilation equipment, for
example, the research carried out by the
University of Glamorgan. Its research shows
that ventilation can be highly effective at
protecting bar staff and customers from the
adverse effect of environmental tobacco
smoke. In the United States, the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory of Tennessee’s study
of restaurant and tavern workers in 16 cities
and more than 1,500 subjects concluded a
well-known toxicological principle that the
poison is in the dose, and it is clear that the
ETS dose is quite low for most people. A
study carried out on ETS levels in the
Canadian restaurant-pub, the Black Dog,
indicated that ETS component concen-
trations in the non-smoking section were not
substantially different from those measured
in similar facilities where smoking was
prohibited. The WHO suppressed its own
1998 survey results, which questioned the
perceived health risks of ETS.

On 16 May, the British Medical Journal
published a major peer-reviewed study on
the health impact of ETS in California. This
major analysis, based on 118,000 California
adult studies from 1959 to 1998, concluded
that the results of the Californian CPS 1

that was launched by two Ministers on the cohort did not support a casual relation

Smoking continued

day the Minister for Health and Children between exposure to ETS and tobacco-
announced his intention to introduce a ban,related mortality, although a small effect

information with far-reaching regulatory it was described by the Minister as being was not ruled out. Given the limitations of
implications in the United States and “unequivocal in its requirement for such a the underlying data on this and other studies
worldwide”. On account of this, the court ban”. Clearly the Minister should examine of ETS, and the small size of the risk, it
ordered a summary judgment against thethe report in more detail. The report is seems premature toconclude thatETS causes
EPA and nullified the agency’s environ- couched in numerous caveats, such agleathfromcoronary heartdisease or cancer.

mental tobacco smoke, ETS, risk assessmentmaybe”, “could be” and“might be”. On

one matter it is clear. In its conclusions, it

The editor of the British Medical Journal

If one closely examines the expert reportrecommends further research to assess thdecided it would be a form of scientific
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misconduct not to publish this study. The sufficient consideration has not been givenhis genuine health concerns. Just as non-
research was initially commissioned by the to advances in technology which reduce smokers should always be facilitated, they
American Cancer Society which then refused environmental tobacco smoke levels by moreshould accept the rights of other people. |
to publish it when it discovered the results. than 90%. The report on the health effects ofhave said that | do not want to live in a nanny
It was eventually published with funding environmental tobacco smoke in the state. We should be able to accommodate
from the tobacco industry. | accept that workplace, commissioned by the Health andeach other. The State should be keen to
point. It is a fair comment. However, the Safety Authority and the Office of Tobacco accommodate difference, but the Govern-
Health and Safety Authority now claims Control, acknowledges that the number of mentis not keen to accommodate the 35% of
that it was tobacco industry research, whenstudies with direct observation of occupa- people who smoke. It will not surrender to
it was first published in the British Medical tional exposure to environmental tobacco those of us who are being hammered. This
Journal. smoke is limited. statement applies equally to other policy
areas. There is plenty of room for com-
Let us be honest and open in this debate. The Minister for Health and Children promise on this issue. | have urged the
I will take criticism directed at me on the should assess the economic impact of theGovernment to carry out the research
question of smoking and health and | will proposed smoking ban. It is difficult to required from its own report and to consult
accept the reality, but | also urge people toquantify this impact, but there are serious fully with everybody.
listen to the debate. The Government’s grounds for concern. | know from travelling
position was taken on the basis of misleading,in European countries like Italy and Spain ~ The Government should talk to every-
selective and cherry-picked scientific that people from such countries will think body rather than giving its opinions and
evidence with all contrary evidence being twice about coming here after the ban haslecturing the nation, as such an approach
suppressed. Thatis my pointin the debate. Ifbeen introduced. They come to Ireland to does not work. | have been surprised by the
we are claiming to be democrats, we must beenjoy particular dimensions of life in this approach thathas been adopted. The Minister
open. If one is claiming to be a progressive country, such as music and social interaction.thought that it was a trendy and popular
democrat one must be twice as open. We do not have the sun - we have plenty ofissue to pursue, while distracting the public
rain - but we have pubs, music and socialfrom the problems in our hospitals, such as
Reliance is placed, even in the expertinteraction. When | spoke to people in Italy waiting lists. He is engaging in the politics
report, on experts who have lost credibility. earlier this year, a common theme was theof distraction. | feel that a sensible and
One such expert, James Repace, was th&evel of social interaction in Ireland. People productive agreement can be reached which
individual who sought to prove that 150 bar from such countries like to go to Irish pubs avoids the problems with the current
workers died in Ireland every year from the to have a drink and a cigarette in peace, buproposal.
effects of environmental tobacco smoke. He the Minister is telling them that they will not
now recognises that this as a lie, so thatbe able do so.|donotwishtoengageinscare Science and truth have been manipulated
figure should be disregarded. tactics, but | advise the Minister to pay and betrayed in pursuit of what the perpet-
attention to next year's tourist figures. Tour rators believe is a legitimate cause—to dis-
operators, particularly those bringing tourists courage smoking. This is a clear case of the
from continental Europe and short break end justifying the means, regardless of the
visitors from Britain, have expressed con- cost to society. | ask the public to listen to all
and talk to bar workers, some 60% of whom cerns that the proposed ban will substantiallythe arguments that have been made before

n t.hls State smoke. Despite this, people W.horeducethe volume of their business in Ireland.making an informed decision.
claimto representthem and lecture the nation

on the issue have not even asked them for
their views. | do not think it is a very demo-
cratic state of affairs. | would also criticise
the ICTU in that regard, because it did not
consult its members on the issue. There
should be a broader debate on this matter.

As someone who likes a drink and a
cigarette—I will be open and admit that |
smoke—I mix regularly in public houses

Although lam critical of the Government | support sections 4 to 18 of the Bill.
and taking a politically incorrect view, | am Section 4 relates to th&rohibition of

also putting forward suggestions that canadvertising of tobacco productahd section
bring some balance to the debate. At least8 provides for théprohibition of certain
50% of each area of a hotel, for example, marketing practices”] accept that people
could be clearly designated as a non-smokingunder the age of 18 have to be defended and
The proposed ban is based on a selectivé €2 | accept that the bar and sgrvicethat we havef to pe very carefgl. There is.a
reading of the report on the health effects Ofcounters, where th_ere is a concentration ofneed for legislation to deal W|th the retalil
environmental tobacco smoke in the staff, should be strictly non-smoking areas sale of packets of less than 20 cigarettes and

. . and that effective air handling and ventilation certain marketing practices.
workplace. More research is needed into the - .

. systems should be in place to provide at least
level of exposure of Irish workers to such

smoke. The health effects of environmental 12 air ch_anges per hour._The pen_‘ormance As the title (_)f the Bill suggests, this is a
tobacco smoke are far from proven accord_and.m.amtenance of air handlmg and public health' issue. We have a duty to
ina to manv studies. Those who ha,ve COmeventllatlon systems should be subject to promote public health_, bl_Jt we should not be
Itggthe conglusion thét a smoking ban is thetechnical certification, similar to the present distracted from certain issues by blaming
only option have not engaged in a thoroughce_rtification system for passenger lifts. Clea_r those who enjoy a cigarette and a pint. The_re
examination of the alternative control ewdence of _the proper maintenance of airare between 35 gnd 40 .pec_nplle on trolleyg in
measures that could be put in place, such agandllng eqmpmentshould be kept on recordBeaumont Hospital, which is in my constit-
quality ventilation or smoking rooms,Some gnd made available to heglth and safetyqency. Why are such people on waiting
sensible suggestions have been put.forwardepeCtors' Hotel bedrpom literature shquld !IS'[S? I d_o not want to be told that th_e_people
Why should there not be designated area include leaflets outlining the harm which in question are smokers. I—_|avmg V|S|te_d the
where people can have a cigarette and ;tobacco_smoking could cause._Such sensiblehospltal and spoken to patients many times,
drink? There is no big problem in that regard suggestions should _bt_a considered dunngl kqow that 99% of the |IIr)esses for which
Such. a measure would protect staff Wh); this d(_ab_ate, butthe Minister, D_eputy Martin, patients on trollgys are being t.re:\ated are npt
are the ordinary people being hamﬁweredthe Minister of State, Deputy Tim O’Malley, relat.ed to smoking. | ask the M|n|steraqd his

: . and others who want to introduce a new Cabinet colleagues to get off the stage in that
again? | refer to the working men and women

. i . respect.
who pay their taxes and want to have a breaknan ny state will not take account of them P

every now and then. | respect the rights of non-smokers such My understanding of public health relates

Inarriving at the decision to ban smoking, as Deputy Callanan, who spoke earlier abouto protecting society, defending patients and
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improving the health services. Although the hospitals will be excluded from the proposed drink or a cigarette, whether they be in old
Government has been in power for almost smoking ban. When | spoke to a psychiatric folk's homes or at home. The Minister’s
seven years, over two terms, some peoplenurse recently, | was told that assaults onideas are off the wall.
cannot even get a bed in a hospital. It is astaff would increase by 50% if patients no
disgrace. We should take a reality checklonger had the right to sit down and have a  Inthe area of advertising we have a duty
when we discuss these issues. smoke. Serious problems in prisons andto protect citizens. They must be given the
hospitals have often been defused when aorrect information. Children must also be
We should wake up to the real problems, member of staff gave a cigarette to a persorprotected as they have rights. Adults,
such as disability services. | am glad that theto help him or her to calm down for five however, haverights as citizens. They should
Minister of State, Deputy Tim O’Malley, is minutes. Such problems were resolved in aalways have the right to make decisions. We
present because | have tormented him aboupeaceful manner. Nurses have expressedare supposed to live in a democratic society,
this issue for the last six months. Such issuegheir concern to me that the Minister's though some of us would even question that.
need to be dealt with. While | welcome the proposals will aggravate matters. There are now people who tell us regularly
fact that last week’s budget provided an what we can do in our private and social
additional @25 million, when one speaks to | referred to old folk who have worked lives. We must broaden this debate and
families and the almost 2,800 people who all their lives, many of whom are in their listentothe facts. | welcome the opportunity
are on waiting lists, one is told that another 90s. | do not accept that the Minister should to debate the Bill and put the other side of the

©10 million is needed. The reality is that decide they cannot have the right to enjoy acase.
people with intellectual disabilities and th%'u
t

families were seeking @35 million, but th

were given 825 million. The Governme
gave @15 million to Punchestown, whic
was absolutely over the top.

| would like to mention the serious a
comprehensive Hanly report in this conte
Although this is supposed to be a pub
health debate, nobody has mentioned
golden hour - the first hour after a persor
injured, for example in a traffic acciden
The Government proposes to move ce
services from communities. Most GPs

rthin
d
medical personnel say that there is higher

chance of saving a patient’s life if he or g
is treated in the first hour. This is a pub
health issue. The Government propose

relocate services so that it will take peoH

two or three hours to get to a hospital. |
not acceptable.

I will not take any lectures from thg

health police about the realities. If one spe
to ambulance drivers, nurses, doctors §

o

The Rate Of Profit

Part 7 of a review dDas Kapital

h

d
t.
ic
he  The first eight chapters of Volume 3 having been expended to produce a given
IS develop the implications of the theories quantity of that product. So the value of
- outlined in Volumes 1 and 2. Friedrich wheat will increase, but also those
Engels wrote this volume from notes that commodities which contain wheat, such
Marx had left before he died. However, it as flour and bread, will increase in value.
e IS certainly the case that he was far more
¢ thanamere editor. He wrote oneimportant  However, a change in the value of
tochapter in its entirety without the benefit variable capital will have no effect on the
le of any notes left by Marx. value of the commodity produced. This is
is because variable capital only represents
As | have indicated earlier Engels had whatthe capitalist pays for the commodity
a better grasp of Maths than Marx. In the “labour power”. While labour power is a
early chapters of Volume 3 he enlisted thecost to the capitalist, its value—unlike the
Shelp of a Cambridge mathematician, value of constant capital—is not
Ndsamuel Moore, to derive formulas from transferred to the commodity produced.

peopleinrural areas, one will be told that {

golden hour is very important. | am quije
lucky because | live in an urban area whigh

is within ten minutes of Beaumont Hospi

or the Mater Hospital. People in other pajts CHANGES IN THE COMPONENTS OF VALUE
of the country have to drive for two hours fo

gettoahospital. The Governmentis walki
away from these issues rather than discus
them. It will not even question them.

I mentioned earlier the rights of worke
As somebody who has been active in
trade union movement for 20 years, | resp

the rights of workers. Most of the worker{ |

ne the theories developed in the first two The costs of labour power or the costs of

volumes. the means of subsistence required to keep

| the worker in a fit condition to work and

reproduce a family are irrelevant in

The volume begins with a discussion determining the value of the product that

g ofthe components of acommaodity’'s value: he produces. They are only relevant in

ingonstant capital, variable capital and determining the capitalist's profits. It is
surplus value. The example that is used ionly through theiseof labour power that
of a commodity with a value of 600. This value is added to a commaodity.

P+ value consists of 400 constant capital, 100 : . .

he . . Achange inthe value of variable capital
variable capital and 100 surplus value. If .

b or labour power will only affect the

ct L
the value of the constant capital increases .
proportions of value allocated between

have met have not been consulted abou

proposed ban. Some 60% of workers hgve@lSo increase by 200 from 600 to 800.
said that they will live with a compromise gn

the smoking issue. Some of them woyld
love to see such a compromise. | knowjof
many non-smokers who like to go to barqto
have a pint and to enjoy the smell apd

atmosphere of smoke. One does not

thd®Y 200 the value of the commodity will the capitalist and the worker.

The components of the commodity’s  So, whatis the effect of a change in the
value have now changed to 600c, 100vvalue of variable capital on a commodity
and 100s. An increase in the value of thewith a value of 800, consisting of constant
constant capital is caused by a decline incapital of 600 and variable capital and
athe productivity of the industry which surplus of 100 each? Ifthe variable capital

that mentioned very often. It seems tijat Produces thatitem of constant capital. Foris reduced from 100 to 80, the surplus
people are afraid to say it. | will not take afyy instance, ifthe constant capital was wheatyvalue is increased to 120. Therefore the
lectures on morality or health in this regafd. the value of that product might increase if total value remains at 800 consisting of
there was unfavourable weather in wheat600 in constant capital, 80 in variable

| hope that prisons and psychiatjc producing areas resulting in more labour capital and 120 in surplus value.
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As indicated in Volume 1 achange in  The point of recasting the rate of profit 21% (40/(150 + 40)). The rate of profit
the value of variable capital can be causedn the above way is that Marx noticed two will therefore increase to about 32% (150%
by changesinthe productivity of industries countervailing trends in the rate of profit by 21%). The increase in the rate of profit
in which subsistence commodities are as capitalism develops. On the one hands about 28% (7/25) despite a 50% increase
manufactured. the proportion of living labour or variable in the rate of surplus value.

capital in relation to total capital had a
RaTe OF ProFIT AND SURPLUS VALUE tendency to decline. This resulted in a 3)The rate of profit rises or falls in the

In chapter 3 there is an analysis of thedeclining rate of profit. On the other hand opposite direction to the rate of
relationship between the rate of surplusthe countervailing tendency was for the surplus value if the value composition
value and the rate of profit. rate of surplus value to increase, which of capital changes inversely at afaster

would lead to an increase in the rate of rate.
The rate of surplus value is defined as profit.

surplus value divided by variable capital This scenario is by no means unlikely.
or s/v. Given the fact that all value is  Other deductions that can be madeFor example, it is quite probable that an
created by the worker, the rate of surplusfrom the above formula are: increase in the rate of surplus value will
value is equal to that proportion of the result in a greater decline in the value
value created by the worker which is 1) The rate of profit will rise or fallata composition of capital, which in turn will
appropriated by the capitalist divided by quicker rate than changes in the rateresult in a decline in the rate of profit.
that proportion held on to by the worker. of surplus value if the value

Marx also called the rate of surplus value composition of capital changes in This is because an increase in the rate
“the rate of exploitation”. the same direction. of surplus value is often associated with

an increase in the productivity of labour.
The rate of profit is defined as surplus ~ This is possible, but unlikely. It is Such an increase usually involves each
value divided by the sum of constant andmore likely that the value composition of unit of labour using more inputs in a given
variable capital or = s/(c + v). This could capital will move in the opposite direction time to produce more outputs. In other
be defined as the return on the capitalist’sto the rate of surplus value. The rate ofwords the value of constant capital inc-
costs. surplus value usually increases as a resulteases as a proportion of the total capital.
ofincreases in productivity, which usually
The above formulaindicates that, other involves a reduction in the value compos-  Let us return to some of the same
things being equal, the greater the surplustion of capital (especially a greater use of figures used in part 2 above. But we will
value (s) the greater will be the rate of constant capital). However, it is possible also assume that the constant capital
profit. On the other hand, if surplus value that a dramatic increase in productivity in element changes from 150 to 360. In this
is held constant the greater the constanthe industries that produce the constantcase the value composition of capital will
capital plus the variable capital figures, capital could reduce the value compositionbe reduced to 10% (40/(360 + 40)). The

the less will be the rate of profit. of capital despite a reduction in the valuerate of profit will decline from 25% to
of variable capital. 15% (150% by 10%) despite an increase
If we multiply the numerator and the in the rate of surplus value of 50%.
denominator by “v” we are left with the 2) The rate of profit rises or falls at a
following formula for the rate of profit: slower rate than the rate of surplus  4)The rate of profit will remain constant
(shv).(vi(c +V)) value if the value composition of if the rate of surplus value changes
capital changes in the opposite and the value composition of capital
Notice that the first part of the formula direction but at a slower rate. changes inversely and in the same
(s/v) is equal to the rate of surplus value. proportion.

The second part of the formula (v/(c +Vv))  This s quite probable. For instance, in

is equal to that proportion of total capital an industry which does not increase its  This is a compromise between parts 2

which is accounted for by variable capital productivity, the rate of surplus value and 3. Using the same figures as in part 2

or living labour. Marx referred to this as might rise as a result of an increase in theabove, if the constant capital increases

“the value composition of capital”. productivity of those industries which from 150 to 200, the value composition of
produce the means of subsistence of thecapital will be reduced to 16.67%. By

Sothe above formulaindicates that theworkers. multiplying the increased rate of surplus

rate of profit is equal to the rate of surplus value (150%) by the reduced value
value multiplied by the value composition To give an example, assume that in acomposition of capital (16.67%) you arrive
of capital. From this the following given quantity of a product the surplus at the same rate of profit figure (25%) as
deductions can be made: value is 50, the variable capital is 50 andyou started with.

1) If the rate of surplus value is held the constant capital is 150. The rate of
constant, the percentage change insurplus value will be then equal to 100%.
the value composition of capital will The value composition of capital willequal
result in the same percentage change25% (50/(150 + 50)) The rate of profit will
in the rate of profit. therefore also equal 25%.

2) If the value composition of capital

This is because the rate of surplus
value figure has increased by 150% and
the value composition figure has been
reduced by 1/150%.

: . Now, if the variable capital drops by RaTE OF ProFIT REVISITED
remains constant, a change in the I )
. . 20% to 40 the surplus value will increase  Inthe above calculations the un-stated
rate of surplus value will resultin the . -
: to 60. The rate of surplus value will now assumption isthatthe number ofturnovers
same percentage change in the rate o .
of profit equal 150% (60/40). The value compos-of capital in a year is one. The other un-

ition of capital will drop to approximately stated assumption is that the fixed capital
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is zero. As | have indicated in previous  Again, this is correct. He then says The rate of surplus value is 153.8% or 80

instalments Marx was quite weak on the without explanation the following: divided by 52. Finally the capital outlay

topics of turnover of capital and fixed C =11,000, s = 5,000 therefore the rate figure is arrived at by adding the fixed

capital. Chapter 4, which was completely  of profit = 5,000/11,000 or 45.5%. capital figure to the circulating capital

written by Engels, sets out to look at the figure.

effects of more than one turnover of capital ~ Most people reading this would assume

and of fixed capital not equal to zero.  that the C = 11,000 is obtained by adding We now have all the elements of the
the 1000c, 5000c and 5000v figures of rate of profit calculation which is equal to:

Engels starts this important chapter by total annual output. In fact it is a pure (siv).n.vIC
giving very stral_ghtfo_rward examples of ‘coincidence’ thatthese flq‘urf:s happe_n to Where “siv"is the rate of surplus value,
two capitals with different turnovers. add up to 11,000. The “C” or capital . . .

. . - i X : n”is the number of turnovers of capital in
Capital A is composed of 80c + 20v = 100. outlay figure is, actually, obtained by o ; ;

. . e a year, “v” is the variable capital
It has two turnovers a year and a rate ofadding the fixed capital figure (10,000) to . wr
: ' component in one turnover and “C” is the
surplus value equal to 100%. lIts total the capital outlay figure of one turnover ital | ired i Thi
roduct for the year is obtained by (i.e. 500c + 500v). In general the figures cgplta outlay required In a year. This
procuct e ' differs from the previous formula of Marx
multiplying by 2 (the number of turnovers). will not be the same. : L
. _ by including “n” or the number of turnovers
Sothisamounts to 160c + 40v + 40s = 240. : e
. . inayear. Also, the “C” element represents
Engels then makes the point that the rate  In his second example, the sum of the :
o o - . i the capital outlay rather than the sum of
of profitisnot equal to 40 divided by the depreciation, constant capital and variable . : ;

. . . . . ~constant capital and variable capital
capital of the annual product (i.e. 160c + capital of annual output he gives again contained in the value of the commodit
40v = 200). The rate of profit should be “just happen” to equal the capital outlay. Y-
calculated on the advanced capital of 100 Putting the figures in the formula we
(80 + 20). This is because after one The third example has only one obtain the following:
turnover of capital the capitalist receives turnover in capital and no fixed capital.  153.8% x 8.5 x 318/(12,500) = 33.3%
his money back. So his maximum capital
outlay at any one time is 100, which is It is almost as if Engels is trying to
reac_hed at the point of time just before heimply t_hat the flaws in Marx's analy5|s Presumably, Engels usesitto illustrate the
receives his money for his product. There-regarding turnover of capital and fixed

I i . relationship between the rate of surplus
0,
fore the rate of profit is equal to 40%.  capital are of no account. Following thes.evalue and the rate of profit. As Engels

examples there is a longwinded analysis, . - :
The other example he gives s of capital of variable capital and then he finishes themr;iilgl?)?:ﬂ\ii’ ga aT'?hrg f;g'%?t;?;\a’? irsd

composed of 1_60c +40v + 40s = 240. Butchapter by giving a final example. by calculating the annual profit which is
unlike the previous example the turnover A .
. RN . . . ) 4,160 and dividing it by the capital outlay
of this capital is one. This means thatithas  Inthis example, the figures are presen-(12 500) giving the same answer of 33.3%
to have a capital outlay of 200. Therefore, ted in a slightly different way and Engels ™’ R
the rate of profit on this capital is indeed is much more explicitin how he arrives at  Interestingly, unlike in the first three
40/200 equalling 20%. the calculation of the rate of profit. The examples of the chapter, Engels does not
fixed capital figure is equal to 10,000. He calculate the components of the total
After giving these examples, Engels then gives the circulating capital figure, productinthe year. This can be done very
introduces examples of capital, which which he says is 2,500. The value of theeasily by multiplying the components of

Butthis formulais aratherlongwinded
way of arriving at the rate of profit.

include fixed Capital. As | have indicated weekly product is: the total weekly product by 52 weeks to
inthe previous instalment, Marx tended to 20c (depreciation) + 358c + 52v + 80s = arrive at the following annual figures:
ignore this important element of 510 1,040c (depreciation) + 18,616c¢ +
production. 2,704v + 4,160s = 26,520

He then reasons that the weekly capital
In the first example he gives, “Capital outlay is 410 (358 + 52). The depreciation
1" consists of 10,000 in fixed capital with element (20c) is not a cash cost and
o ) _ .
an annual depre.C|at|01j of 10% or 1,0QOtherefore is not part of the capital outlay. 2,704 a figure of 22,360 is arrived at for
perannum. The circulating constant capital the ¢ + v part of Marx's formula
is 500 and the variable capital is 500. The  The 358 in constant capital represents, . - b N
: X . Obviously, this does not equal the capital
variable and constant capital turnover 1087.3% of the total weekly capital outlay : ; ; .
. : . ) outlay figure which Engels arrived at in
times a year and the surplus value is equa{410) and the variable capital of 52 his calculations for thi le. The f
to 100% of the variable capital. represents the remaining 12.7%. Given Is calculations for t IS exampre. 1he act
that K that th . o lati that the annual capital outlay figure
Engels says that the product of one a'tWIe r;IOW' 2505 terrl1 o CIrCl':'a m%‘ equalled the ¢ + v figure for the annual
turnov?ar is: ! i fﬁglsccoouur?écljsfo} by ,conesgl(w)tpggrl)(i)tglois product in the first two examples that
) i . . Engels gave in chapter 4 was a pure
0,
100c (de%rggéaﬂolnéE;OSOOC + 500v + 2,1212 I(87.3/001‘2,500) and 318invariable ‘coincidence’. The only time the ¢ + v
o capral. figure always equals the capital outlay
Engels then calculates that the totalfigure is when there is no fixed capital and
annual expenditure of variable capital is the number of turnovers of capital in a
2,704. Since the variable capital proportion year is equal to one.
of the circulating capital outlay is 318,the ~ Engels understood far better than Marx
number of times the capital turns over in that capitalists are interested in not how
ayearis 8.5 times or 2,704 divided by 318.much capital is contained in the value of a

The total constant capital contained in
the total product is equal to 19,656. When
this is added to the variable capital of

This is correct. He then says that the
product of one entire year, with ten
turnovers is:
1,000c (depreciation) + 5,000c + 5,000v

+5,000s = 16,000
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product, but how much capitalistiedupin ~ Another minor criticism is that while production increases the “stock” of
production to generate a given level of Engels has rightly excluded depreciation finished goods and the “flow” of sales
profit. For example, a very small percent- from the capital outlay figure because itis reduces the stock of finished goods.

age, ifindeed any, of the value of a factorynot an extra cash cost and fixed capital is |, \yolume 2 Marx indicated that the
building is transferred to the value of the already included in the capital outlay {jme petween the completion of the
products produced within the factory. figure, there is an argument that it should ¢ished goods and the purchase of new
Arguably the factory does not depreciatebe added back to the profit figure. This
in value at all. But the value of the factory argumentis similar to the one about “work
building might represent a huge capital in progress” above. However, itis stronger
commitment on behalf of the capitalist. In because it may take many years for a
calculating his rate of profit from operating machine to be replaced. The capitalist will
the factory he might well decide that he therefore be able to use the value represen-
would obtain a greater return on his capitalted by the depreciation of the machine for to the market place.

by closing the factory, se_llmg it to a other_purposes. He may not even have to c) The time it took the customer to pay
property developer and putting the moneyconsider spending money on a new (if credit was offered).

in the bank! machine until the old_ machine is near to d) The time it took to buy the raw
the end of its useful life.

RETURN ON CAPITAL EMPLOYED materials to start a new cycle.

Engels’s calculation is very similarto It is now quite common to see in the  €) Thetime ittook for the raw materials
the “return on capital employed” financial statementsofcompaniesafigure  to be transferred to production.
calculation whichiswellknownto modern for“EBITDA”. This is known as Earnings
accountants. However, Engels as he(or Profits) Before Interest, Tax, Deprec-
acknowledges, assumed that there weréation and Amortisation. It is felt that this
no credit transactions. A modern business-gives a better understanding of the opera- Marx was aware that the longer the
man would take account of the capital hetions of acompany and is more meaningful “Production Time” and “Circulation
has tied up in debtors or money that isas the numerator in the “Return on Capital Time” the lower the number of turnovers
owed to him by customers. The money heEmployed” calculation than the “profits” Of capital. Engels was aware that

raw materials to begin a new production

cycle was the “Circulation time”. This

period included:

a) The length of time the goods were in
the warehouse waiting to be sold.

b) The time ittook to transfer the goods

He calls the time taken to produce the
goods the “Production Time”.

owes to creditors helps him finance his figure. “Production Time” was more important
business and is deducted from his capital than “Circulation Time” in this calculation
outlay. In some businesses the difference Srocks Anp FLows ~ because production could continue and

between the “debtors” figureinthe balance A slightly more serious criticism is overlap “Circulation Time” (see part 5 of
sheet and the “creditors” figure may not that Engels did not consider the effects ofthis series).
be that large. In this instance, one figurestocks of fir_lished goods or raw materials However, there was no analysis of the
offsets the other. on the capital outlay. Marx and Engels capital outlay which is required during the
were aware that not all finished goods “production Time” and “Circulation
were sold immediately and that raw Time”. The longerthe “Production Time”,
the outlay that a businessman Wouldmat_engls which were bolught by thfe the greater will be the §tock of “work in
capitalists were not immediately used in progress”. The longer it takes to sell the

calculate that he has made on "work in production. Their analysis in Volume 2 Pproduct, the greater will be the build up of

progress” stock. However, Engels . oo o they understood that this finished goods” stock. A requirement to
assumed that the full amount of capital

) d e of'€Presented a problem for capitalists, putguarantee continuity in production might
necessary to produce one cycle o they were unable to incorporate this in necessitate large stocks of “raw materials”.
production is tied up at all times. For

their calculations of capital outlay and All of these stocks are part of the capital
example, if it takes four weeks to produce P y outlay or “working capital” requirements

a product with a capital outlay of 10,000 rate of profit. of a business.

Engels would say that the capital outlay is ~ The problem with their analysisisthat |t e assume credit transactions. the
10,000. But it is possible that this capital they did not appear to understand the|Onger it takes customers to pay for, the
is not spentatthe begl_nnlng ofthe produc—dlfferen_ce between_“stocks" and “flows” goods the greater will be the “debtors”
tion cycle. The expenditure could be spreadas applied to a business. figure in the balance sheet. If the business

equally throughout the period. So, after . concepts are often explained byreceives credit, the “creditors” figure can
week one 2,500 is spent and after week,\ o 1000 \Water “flows” into a basin be deducted from the “debtors” figure in

two the amount is 5,000. It is only at the ¢rom 3 tap. The water going into the basin calculating capital outlay.
end of week four that the full 10,000 has is an “inflow”. The amount of water in the

Engels’s calculation of the outlay on
circulating capital is not that dissimilar to

been spent. Using this logic the averagepasin is a “stock”. If the basin has a hole in CONCLUSION
capital outlay on work in progress is half it there will be an “outflow” of water. If While there are limitations in the
the total of 10,000, which is equal to the “outflow” exceeds the “inflow” the

5,000 stock of water in the basin will diminish, 22Y>iS Of Engels in relation to capital
o On the other hand if the “inflow” exceeds outlay, he was able to grasp the essential

To some extent this is pedantic. Evenhe “outflow” the “stock” in the basinwill POINt which is that it represents capital
if the capitalist does not need the 10,000yjse. that is tied up in the production of

immediately he will need to have short ) _ commaodities. In a subsequent instalment
term access to this amount. This might be , 'n@business, expenditure on purchasesye will examine the important role that

reflected by cash in the current or “short of raw materials represents a *flow”. The profit divided by capital outlay or the

term” assets section of his balance sheeﬁth?Aggr?tsb: !‘Is(,jtolélg’ c;_fhéa}‘vs\‘/toggtgfr 'g\fv ‘rate of profit” has in the functioning of
Such cashis unlikely to earnmuchinteresty ierials is reduced by their transfer to the capitalist system.

because it is needed on a short term basigpe “flow” of production. The “flow” of John Martin
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1974 continued

“It's obscene. The report has been g
complete and utter waste of time an
expense and my clients are severel
disappointed” (Des Doherty, solicitor]
for the family of the late Edward
O’Neill and John O’Brien.).

)
y

JusTice For THE FORGOTTEN

TheJustice For The Forgottegroup,
which represents the families of thdse
killed and injured in the attacks, claims
that only in a few instances did politiciahs
visit the families or wounded.

There was no national day of mourni
as there had been for Bloody Sunday

There was no government initiative|to
set up a fund for the dependants of thpse
murdered. There was no consultation with
the families and no counselling wps
provided.

No progress reports on the investig-
ation were given to the families. A mem-
orial was built 17 years later.

Justice For The Forgottesays that,
while the garda investigation appeared to
be making good progress, it ground tp a
halt within a few weeks.

Although gardai had the names of
suspects, some on an evidential basis|
others from intelligence sources, not ¢ne
was ever questioned. No one was charped.

While the inquests in Monaghan were
convened and concluded, the inquestsfinto
the deaths from the Dublin bombings wgre
adjourned less than two weeks after [the
tragedy. All inquests have since bgen
reopened but will not proceed until well
into this year.

“The combination ofincompeten
and downright carelessness on the
of those charged with protecting
citizens of Ireland is absolutely danf
able”, stated Greg O’Neill, solicitq
for Justice for the Forgotten.

“The time for private inquiries |
over. Itisnolonger our burden. Da

ng

20
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Editorial Note

Due to pressure of space
several items including the
News Digest and Part Two
of a report on the Casemen{
Foundation Conference havg

been held over.

able facts have been established, and it
is now your responsiblity.

under Lord Saville is now in its fourt
year of hearing evidence and the lat]

“This campaign is calling on th
Irish Government... to take up th
responsibilities and to discharge theg
to the families, to the dead, to tf
survivors and to the people of Irelan

“There are people who are availalj
in this state who need to be putin t
witness box and cross-examined. T|
time for private inquiries into thes

matters is over” concluded Mi.

O'Neill.
FuLL PusLic INQUIRY?

“But given what we have learne
from that report, and how little extn
we might learn from the full judicial
inquiry that some seek, and given t
time and cost involved in such
detailed inquiry, then a tribunal is n
merited in this instance” (Sund3
Independent, 14.12.2003).

“The fact it has taken so long 1
produce, and that people are 1
entirely sure where to take things frg

estimate at its cost is in the region
stg. £240 million or over 320 millio
Euros. Saville is, in effect, makin
vast amounts of money for lawye
but it has shed only some additior§
light on the events in Derry in Januaj
1972.

“A publicinquiry on this magnitude
here would dwarfthe costs of previo
planning and corruption inquirieg
(Jim Cusack, Sunday Independe
14.12.2003).

d What else but a hush-up can be exped
a from Sir Anthony’s stable of papers? Hg
else would he be permitted to become|
he international media mogul?

a
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P
e
m
e

d.
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JusTIN KEATING
On 29th December 2003, formjq
Labour Party Minister Justin Keating, w
0 served in the 1974 Cabinet, called fo
ot Judicial Inquiry into Dublin/Monaghan
m

here is an indication of the political
sensitivities that surrounded the isque
then, and which still surround it todaly.

“Should the Government demand
that London undertake aninvestigati
into the allegations of collusion?
Should there be a full-scale public
inquiry into the event?

“We must remember enormous
progress has been made on the N
since 1974. Although the peace proc
is stalled, it remains in place. Th
are fears that pushing this issue {oo
hard might give rise to increased

Judge Barron’s report. A similar
campaign was mounted—also involv-
ing some of the same figures—for the
setting up of the public inquiry intp
Bloody Sunday in Derry. That Inquify

Sean Moylan: in his own words -

his memoir

Irish War of Independence

Wlll be launched by

Eamon 0 Cuiv, T.D.

at 6épm on

Friday, 30th January 200
Aubane Community Centre

orth
SS

Mr. Keating is firmly at odds wit
three former Cabinet colleagues, who §
criticised and rejected the finds:

* Dr. Garret FitzGerald, then Ministg
for Foreign Affairs, said Justic
Barron reached incorrect conclusiorfp

* Dr. Conor Cruise-O’Brien, the
Minister for Post and Telegraphf,
said Justice Barron had at times bd
naive.

* Mr. Paddy Cooney, then Minister fd
Justice, said many of Justice Barroiff
findings were without substance.

the British Government, it should face
suchrestrictionsinits quest for the truthjp
to the role of the Cosgrave Governmé
and the Garda Siochana. That could o
prove positive for thbody politicof the
State as a whole. The question is, gilen
Dublin Government fears of the inevitalgie
finding of British Government sponsorship
of the biggest act of mass killing on tige
island in recent times, will there be on ?

of the

4 in the

All welcome
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1974 continued

witnesses who identified David
Alexander Mulholland, described by
the gardai as a member of the UV
with a history of involvement in car
bomb blasts as being in the greq

Hillman car which contained the Part

nell Street bomb(ir. Indep, 11.12.2003).

McDoweLL , PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRAT !
Justice Minister, Michael McDowell,
said it was'a matter of regret”that the
Barron report had drawn attention t

inadequacies inthe police investigation ¢f continue as in 1974, “don’t let this get o

the bombings.

But he welcomed the publicationo
the report and said it was nd& matter
for the people to draw their own
conclusions”about the document.

The Minister pointed out that since
that time there had be€fprofound
changes”in Garda structures, crimina
justice legislation, available technolog

and co-operation between police forceg.

Mr. McDowell also said that he was
disturbed by what the report had to sa
about the absence offiles in his departme
dealing with the bombings even though
was virtually certain that any significan
information on any such files would hav
been provided.

After such a highly critical and
damning report on his Garda Siochan
one would have thought that the Ministe
for Justice would have been alittle contrit
but not Mr. McDowell: the ‘real’ enemy
must be pursued, the quarry houndsg
down.

Sinn Fein ‘Morally Unclean’ And
Funded By IRA Crimwas the front page
story in thelrish Examineron 11TH
December 2003, sharing the page with t

aftermath accounts of the Barron Repoft.

McDowell claimed Sinn Fein’s
political purse was directly funded by

IRA criminal activities. It must have been

Xmas joy tothe Democratic Unionist Part
and its anti-Agreement allies, who kee
referring to the ‘hypocrisy’ of the
Taoiseach in refusing to allow Sinn Fei
into governmentin Dublin, while insisting
that Unionist politicans work with it in
Stormont.

With talk of the SDLP merging with

Fianna Fail, perhaps the former Fine Gael

member might now be contemplating
merger between
Democrats and the DUP.

What McDowell's infantile antics
contribute to the ‘cherished principles’ o

the Progressive

the Belfast Agreement just beggers beli

“Drapier noted with respect the matur
judgement of most senior journalists

[ This report deals with profound and
heart-rending matters. Pursuit of justid
n and truth should not be allowed becon
the subject of spin”
(Irish Times—20.12.2003).

THE DuBLIN MEDIA
What ‘Drapier’ of thelrish Times
D means here, is thatthe Dublin media sho

of hand”, the only political beneficiarie
will be forces inimical to the Dublin
establishment. Trutheven if the heavens
fall”, my arse! The scurrilous Britis
press could do no worse.

“The finds of the Barron Repor|
into the Dublin/Monaghan massac
of 33 lIrish citizens and an unbor
child in 1974 indicted not only
successive Irish Government for the
lack of interest in finding the truth
about who carried out the atrocity b
also the southern media. Atthe time

when the Barron Report was publishef.

properly constituted Public Inquiry
with powers to subpoena witnessdg
and put international pressure on tHg
British government to fully co-operate
with it.

“Itis incumbent on the Irish medi
totakeitsresponsibilities to the peopl
of Ireland seriously—stop collaborat
ing in Britain’s propaganda war and
assist in this expose” (Mitchel Mc
Laughlin,An Phoblacht18.12.2003).

THE IRISH PRESS

“Ideologically, the climate was one
in which Dr. O'Brien theorised about
cleansing the culture of nationalis
infections and a determined effort wa
made to extend the influence of Sectic
31 of the Broadcasting Act into thd
print media.

“Dr. O'Brienis onrecord as having
told Bud Nossiter of th&#/ashington
Post that he objected to the sort 0
letters which were appearing in th
Irish Press and saw the Act as bei
used against its editor (myself)” (Ti
Pat Coogan, Ir. Indep, 11.12.2003).

Lild

ir

it

of OIREACHTAS JusTICE COMMITTEE

the bombings, both the Irish Gove

consumed by their efforts to defeat t
IRA as a force of resistance to Britis
rule in Ireland and prevent Sinn Fe
from becoming a political alternativ
tothe SDLP in the north and a politic
threat to the establishment parties
the South.

“It didn't matter that evidence
existed of collusion between Britis
Security services and the UVF perpq
rators if the massacre could be used

The Barron Report will first be

r
ment and the southern media w{reconsidered by the Joint Oireachtaf

e Committee on Justice, Equality, Defencg
h and Women'’s Rights, partly in public.
n Justice Commitee chairman, Sea
b Ardagh, (FF), said they would have tq
h| decide whetherto recommend that a furthj
ininquiry was eithetrequired or fruitful” .
He denied that the report wés damp
squib”, saying as far as the Committe
h was concerned, it was comprehensivg.
t- Deputy Ardagh, said he was not expecti
toto unearth new evidence, not can hj

defeat the growth of republicanis
But the Irish government and th
Gardaiwere notalone inthis decepti
The media, with a few honourabl
exceptions, also played its part by n
exposing the failure to carry out
proper investigation or pursue tho
responsible. Powerful elements of t
Southern media willingly collaborat
in the suppression of evidence
British Security Services involveme
in murders of Irish citizens, notonly i
the 26 Counties but in the North als

y
P

H

“For the Sourthern media to noy

responsibility for the cover-up by
heaping blame on successive Irif
governments and the Gardai is nothi
short of rank hypocrisy. The medi
had the power and the information th
could have broughtirresistible pressu
on the Irish Government to mount

2l

attempt to wash its hands of an

. Committee make findings.
The Committee will begin its hearingy
n. late this month. It will report its findings
tothe Dail and Seanad withinthree mont
“Four of the seven-person commit
tee are Fianna Fail members
Deputies Sean Ardagh, Marie Hocto
and Sean O Fearghail, as well g
Senator Jim Walsh. Of the remainde}
one is the strongly republican-minde
Independent TD, Finian McGrath, an(
anotheris Joe Costello, T.D. one of thg
few republicans in the Labour Part
which may leave Fine Gael's Pa
McGrath feeling a little isolated.
“The spectacle of various Fianng
Fail deputies cross-examining Si
Garret and the Cruiser, among othe
about their alleged negligence i
guarding the national interestand Iris
citizens is something that ‘The Pho¢g
nix’ is looking forward to” (The
Phoenix, 19.12.2003).

t

e
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1974 continued

now treated with contempt. The Garg
detectives who investigated the Oma|
bombing had also investigated Whit
There would be no sharing ¢
intelligence or pooling of information’
(p298, ibid).

The Nally investigation headed b
Mr. Dermot Nally, a former Dublin
Government Secretary has found thatth
was no foundation to allegations that t

Garda failed to pass on information to the bombing... The people who died in Dub

RUC that could have prevented the Oma
bombing.

“Mr. McDowell said he would not

be publishing the report ‘for valid seq

urityreasons™ (I. Times, 17.12.2003).
“The Nally Report into the Omaglf had held his nerve in 1922 and as Michg

bombing has met with a cool respon

from the Northern Ireland Polic¢
Ombudsman’s Office and an outrage¢d

reaction from the families of the 3
victims” (Irish Examiner, 18.12.2003)

“

. the whole direction of the
security policy of the 26 Countie
Government has been solely agai
republicans while British and pro
British agents enjoy total immunity t
do their deadly work” (Ruairi O
Bradaigh, President Sinn Fein, Co
Examiner—May 18, 1974).

But, unless the Gardai answer sole
to themselves—and surely Justice Minis
McDowell would be the first to refute
such an allegation—over the years a
especially during the Northern War, or
gotthe impression that the force recognig
that the most assured method of placat
their political masters was to promulgal
and exercise an unrelenting war agai

and streamling our own resources or

ababble about National Liberation Front

much greater basis of independence andould have made a difference between|

self-sufficiency.
a

jh
f

Free STaTE UNDER SEGE
The most fascinating reaction to th
Barron Reportwas by Eoghan Harris
former chief ideologist of the Official
Republican movement, which appear
’ in theSunday Independe(it4.12.2003).
He passed Barron by and launch
F'8nto a tirade against RTEDublin was
'®hot the only city to suffer death b

Ohwere no different to the people in Belfast
in 1974 the Irish state was under sied
and... Paddy Cooney, the Minister f
nothing, ED.], just as Kevin O’Higging

e McDowellis holding his nerve right now.

Is the Free State still under siege? |
is, this arises from an anti-social, crimin

D

i

when all other security resources weg
pitched at the ‘awful’ Republicans. An
S the wee Celtic Tiggers were busy accum

giving a cuss to the growing social unre
in predominatley working-class estate
Limerick is an example!

D

Kk

From 1923 on, what force—politicg
ly or social—posed a threat to the Dub
erGovernment or théinstitutions of the

state™? Inthe long-term, the Six-Countiqg
hdhad that potential, once the Catholics ¢

edknow about the Northern statelet.
ng

fe At its height in the mid-Seventies, th
hstProvisional IRA had about 1,500 volur

the Republican Movement, by any a
every means at the disposal of the for

This was accommodated by some
the most draconian and heavy-han
legislation passed by the Dail, in questi
able political circumstances at the tim
Special Criminal Courts; Offences Again
the State acts; Directing Terroris
legislation.

And the force was given a free hand
brutalise Republican suspects.

Conviction was all made easy for th
Gardai and—provided it only impinge
on the Republicans—the mealy-mouth
liberals didn't give a damn.

Instead of pussy-footing around g
so-called ‘peace missions’, the secur
services of the state should be organis

dteers. At its most successful milital
e.height, the overthrow of the Dubli
Governmentwas the lastthing on its min
of
d Throughoutits history, and especial
-since Britain partitioned the island, th
: Republican Movement in all its man
t hues, has held remarkably true a
consistent to one single tenet in its Gre
Book : which strictly forbids any voluntee
from attacking the Gardai or Irish Arm

to
personnel.

Would somebody, somewhere, eV

ask Harris how many young lads does
=CIthink his words sent to the grave? T
"~ presentwriter was in the presence of Ha
at ‘Official’ meetings in the early 70s, s

n were many young men who later died
ty conflict. Does he ever wonder that perhg
nghe right utterances and not some confu

- Justice held his nerve in 1974 [he d|d

and death for many of those young

volunteers?
e To paraphrase his own quote of Kev
O’Higgins in 1922: Harris i&a mad man
shouting through his arsehole”.
ed

Of course, ‘Clyde’ Harris was follow-

ed by his counterpart ‘Bonnie’ O’Hanlo
bdin the same issue of tBeinday Independ-

ent Eilis O'Hanlon put forward the
y proposition thét...the South got off lightly
in from the Troubles”What is she saying
... There should have been more bombin
€,in the South?The Sunday Independe
PI' ditched the wee Anglophile, Mary Elle
Synon for a similar noxious remark on t
eldisabled in 2000.

“T ROJAN HORSE’

it A British Army officer was taken off
h| @ B & | ferry by gardai at Dublin port o

reand weapons were found in his bag.

i

- This astonishing information is con

stating their property and wealth withojt tainedinanlIrish Army intelligence repo

steéxamined by the Barron inquiry. But n

. reference to the arrest or the find appe
in Garda records and no further develo
ments were reported.

I
At lunchtime on the day of thdg

bombings, a telephone caller told gardgi
s he was worried that a white van with a
otEnglish registration parked outside thg

n

e off their knees. But Dublin didn'twanttp Department of Posts and Telegraphs

Portland Row might contain a bomb.

e  Gardarecords show that details of t
. alleged registration were taken, but tho
y numbers were shown later not to ha
L beenissued. Ataround 5.10 pm, the gar¢
d1 received a second call from the witney
and agreed to send a patrol to examine
y van. When two gardai arrived at the sce
e they were met by the witness who tol
y them a man had driven the van awz:
hgtowards Sheriff Street.
en
r Shortly afterwards the bombs we
" off. The witness called gardai several tim{
and at 6.30 p.m. he was taken by a ga
cartothe docks. The witness saw the sa
' van in the deep sea area of the B & | fer
heport, Gardai searched the van and foun
'€ British Army uniform.
rns “The Barron report shows tha
0 through allowing witnesses to exami
N photographs of suspected loyalists, t
PS  Dublin investigation team found thres

bed -
continued on page 2
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GaARrDA CoLLUSION ?

Allegations regarding Garda collusig
with the I.R.A. have been raised by the
Canadian Judge, Peter Cory, in his
investigations in the British jurisdiction,

MI5 and it is this aspect of his security
responsibility that Justice Ministg
McDowell should concentrate on.

BRITISH SPIES
The Phoenix magazine, Dublin
(19.12.2003), cuts to the chase:
“Barron doesn't spell it out, butit's
clear that this was not a loss of filgs.
RIC intelligence files going back tp
Fenian times are extant—and thgre
are C3and Justice Department recards
relating to matters before and after ghe
event.
“So the disappearance of this large
guantity of documents is nqt
attributable to poor administration. Al
the signs are that this was a cull jof
records at four different locations
(Dublin Castle, Stephen’s Green, €3
at Garda HQ and Dundalk Speclal
Branch offices) which ensured thpat
there was no trail for Barron to follow.
“The implications of this are hugg.
The Irish Government—and Barron{—
have criticised Tony Blair’s
government for providing nothing buit
a 16-page letter from Northern
Secretary, John Reid, which gavd a
synopsis of the British intelligen
records sought by the Inquiry. The
Faceless Ones in Whitehall must hgve
laughed aloud when they heard that
the Paddies had shredded all their
relevant files.
“Or perhaps they already kne
Older readers willremember that sef-

(MI16) agent, Detective Patrick Crirl-
nion, worked as a C3 record-keepe
Garda HQ until his arrest in 1972.

“HM spies would have been remigs

would consider all allegations of Britis
military and intelligence involvement i
violent incidents within the state betwegn the ‘bomb’ vehicles and it is alleged h
1969 and 1976. Such an investigation wassupplied the Omagh vehicle, but rathg
vital as there was strong evidence
involvement by the British military an
intelligence services.

discipline of the Garda Siochana 30 ye

V- ago, the ongoing exposure of corrupti
) and graft amongst elements of the forcq
confessed Secret Intelligence Serviceihe North West Division—Count
Donegal—certainly leaves a wealth to
algesired by way of authority, direction and
reform of the Garda Siochana.

will likely be told: if Bertie shows his
I'll show you mine.”

“Remember those were very differe]

L : days” (Mary Harney, Tanaiste, Irish
Were our own security forcesinvolved Times, 13.12.2003), when referring

in the bombings? Such questions arej974 and the lack of British co-operatiop.
entitled to be asked, especially if the Irish \y/natever about the Tiger, Mary—tHe

] 1 .
Government doesn’t come clean! progreessive Democrat Leopard—ne
N changes its spots!

On 16th December 2003, the Sifn
Fein TD for Kerry North, Martin Ferris
but the real collusion was the relationship clled for a public inquiry into the issugs
of a number of Gardai with the RUC ahd highlighted by the Barron Report.

Ferris also asked that such an inqu

“We have hints of this inthe Repo
with references to British military
personnel seenin Dublin atthe time
the December, 1972 bombs, a
immediately prior to the May, 197
incidents. Another British officer wa
found in possession of weapons

Dublin on the very day of the bomi-

ings. [See below, LC] Such an Inqui
should take place in public so that \
can have a full account of what toq
place.

“Another issue touched on is th
role of agents within the Garda Spec
Branch. John McCoy, who was centi
to the Monaghan investigation,
mentioned and there have been strq
allegations over the years regardi
his connections with the Britis
security forces. It would also appe|
that former Garda Commissioner N{
Garvey was well aware of whatev
contacts were taking place.”

GARDA ExTORTION AND FRAUD
Whatever about the order ar

The infiltration of the Gardai and th

uncovered a web of corruption an
garda malpractice thatrocked the ve
foundations of the police force. Thq
people of County Donegal knew for
o long time that elements of the gard;
h engaged in extortion, fraud and fitte
up innocent suspects. But there w4
little anyone could do. The corruptio
was endemic. The list of officers tha
fell under suspicion was startling
Carty know some of them personally
(Mooney etcBlack Operation)s

nt

er

One of the accused was Detectig
ry Sergeant John White, who handled t
h Dublin gangster Paddy Dixon, in the rol
L, of conduitto the Real IRA. Dixon supplieq

ofthan expose a key informant, the Gar(
j remained silent on that day.

White was suspended from duty.

In 2002, he contacted the RUC al
of met them on two occasions in the S
hd Counties—that in itself was bad enoug
h but he was then taken to the UK, whild
L still a member of the Garda Siochan{
in though suspended.
“The new PSNI, successors to thig
y RUC, investigation team were intrig
e uedbyWhite’s story. In the darkest 0
k  subterfuge, detectives assigned to t
PSNI arranged to meet White to acce
e his information for themselves. Thig
al was an unorthodox move. The PS
al flew White to a secret location i
S Britain where he was debriefed fo
three days. The operation was condu
hg ted on a need to know basis. Gard
h Headquarters were notto find out. T
br PSNIprovided White with accommod
Ld  ation in a hotel where he waj
by questioned at length about the blag
operations mounted by Crime an

Security [the Gardai, LC] Elements o

the PSNI concluded that White wa

d lying while others believed his story’
brs  (Black Operationp

o

b inWithin days, the Gardailearned of White’
visit to the UK:

“The immediate effect of the news
was to collapse the good relationsh
that existed between the two polic

e forces. The detective branch g
Monaghan Garda Station politel

't

be

if they had not sought to recruit one
more replacements in C3. Mo
importantly, if Bertie, the Oireachtd
Justice Committee, or familieg
lawyers at Strasbourg ever seek
force Tony Blair to open his inte

or shameful willingness of Ireland’s securi
e forcesto collude and conspire with Briti
s security has been highlighted in recd
' episodes in County Donegal.

to “Kevin Carty, the police Comman
N der in charge of the North-We$

ligence files on the Dublin bombs th¢

y division of An Garda Siochana,.|.

declined to entertain their counterparg
from Omagh PSNI Station. Thg
decision by the PSNI to question
serving member of the Garda, wh
was suspended for corruption, provg
too much. Elements of the PSNI we
Lcontinued on page ?
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were decided upon by the Governm
at an emergency two and a half ho
session of the Cabinet on Saturdp
morning” (Cork Exam, 20.5.1974).

GARDA FILES

* Adecision nottoinvestigate suspecls

Garda and Department of Justice filesin the North, despite R.U.C. invitations tg

hampered the ability of Justice He
Barron to investigate the bombings.

the meeting was a decision to recdll Garda Files From 1970s Will Never

from U.N. duty in the Middle East &
contingent of 340 Irish troops.

“At their meetings, the Taoiseac
and his Ministers had considered full

security forces on the bombings b

about who the perpetrators were a
the Government were still complete
‘open-minded’ about whether an
particular organisation was involved/’

“The possibility of making greate

use of the F.C.A. for barrack duties {o
er

release the regular troops for Bord
patrols would be considered.”
“The Minister for Justice alsd

revealed that co-operation between the

Gardai and the R.U.C. was to I
stepped-up. Fortunately, he said, th
had got full co-operation from th¢
R.U.C. following Friday’'s attacks
They maintained an office open in
Belfast on Friday night to give the
Gardai all the help they could” (ibid)}

“Parliament ‘four square behind law
and order”

“DUTY TO UPHOLD STATE'S
INSTITUTIONS”

“Every Irish man and woman had a
duty to uphold the institutions of the
State, and never more so than at
present, when subversives and violen
threatened them, the Minister for
Defence, Mr. Paddy Donegan, told the
Dail yesterday”(Cork Exam, 17.5.1974,
the daybeforethe bombings).

“However, | was informed that thé
government had taken a view that it w
unlikely to get any co-operation i
following up the affair from the RUC angl
that the net effect of making noise abd
the bombings would be to give aid a

shelved” (Tim Pat Coogan, lIrish
Independent, 11.12.2003).

“If the new Ireland is served by a forcq

which will uphold the best traditions of

the Royal Irish Constabulary she will be
fortunate, indeed”

The Irish Times, 18.8.1922.

24

€ UVF/UDA. However, the annual files fg
EYthe period surrounding the bombings

C€These bombings led to the introduction

A0S

Ultailed to make full use of the informatig

d
comfort to the IRA, thus the matter was

h to suppress information on these matf
el in perpetuity.)
and more up to date reports from tihe
it
the Minister for Justice said later that ered in obtaining information from a|
there were still no definite theories sources, Barron concluded:
hd
y
y

Describing the difficulties encoun

“Filing records were incomplete g
in some cases non-existentdocums
had been lost or destroyed”.

The report also reveals that cruc

files, which should h b tained at ;
ies, which shouid have been retaine h]i?eweeks after the 17th May bombings—t

Garda headquarters, were missing, w
relevant files in the Louth/Meath divisio
had disappeared completely.

The Gardai keep annual files on t

1974 and 1975—could not be found.

UVFfiles kept by the Special Detectiv
Unit (SDU) were forwarded to Barro

but these would not have included
information kept by Garda Security and

Intelligence (C3) at Garda Headquartg
which were not seen by the Inquiry.

While the gardai were able to furnis
the Inquiry with their Monaghan securif
file, the Dublin file vanished.

Also missing were the files on the

Dublin bombings of 1st December 197

the amende®ffences Against The Sta
Act, and are strongly suspected of bei
been carried out by British Intelligend
agents.

The Garda investigation made
number of critical mistakes and failed
probe all avenues of investigation.

Barron statesthe garda investigation
obtained. Certain lines of inquiry thg

could have been pursued further in th
jurisdiction were not pursuéd

Further failures in the investigation

included:
* A delay of 11 days before forens
evidence was sent for testing to Belfas
* The absence of any transport recg
for evidence, resulting in likely evidend

Y Criticising the investigation, Barro
said its main weakness was the failure
e gardai to act quickly.

“Whatever evidence there mig
have been as to the movements
suspects, if this information had bed
sought within a week or two of thq

later any such information was unlikel
to be of value”, the report reads.

r However, despite a failure to ag
n,[Squickly in gathering information on wit

inquiries just weeks after the atrocities
al .
By 9th July 1974—less than eig

Chief Superintendent in charge of t
investigation had notedThe investiga-

tionunit... have returned to their stations'

ne . N
The Monaghan investigation repo

| was subsequently issued on 7th July 19
while the Dublin report was finished o

9th August 1974.

e ) .
Justice Barron also found the handli

', of forensic evidence was far from sati
factory. “There is no doubt that the dela

rS’fatally compromised the forensi

investigation’, he writes.

h Even senior ballistics officers wer

organic components could only be do
within six hours of an explosion taking
> place, Barron found.

of  Of course, he cast no opinion abo
te the wisdom of ever sending evidence f
ngtesting to Belfast or any part of the Briti
e jurisdiction in the first place.

The Chairman of the Inquiry, Mr.
Justice Henry D. Barron, is a former
Supreme Court judge with a strong
academic record and a vast experien(
serving on the bench. A High Court
judge since 1982, Mr. Justice Barron
became the first member of the Jewis
faith to be appointed to the Supreme
Court in 1997. He retired from the cou
in May 2000, five months before taking
up his appointment as sole member d
the Commission of the Inquiry.

a
[O

n
t
is

He specialised in family and marital
law. Previously famous for having

rd granted the State’s first divorce.

e

contamination

continued on page _jf

ness movements, gardai wrapped up thi

bombings, itis quite clear that montH

in delivering samples for forensic analysf

Y unaware that reliable detection of volatif
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authorities were very keen to open su
lines of communicatiorfin the circum-

stances, if contacts between Gardai ahd
the British Army/Intelligence services wefe

pursued informally, it could not be corj
doned, but it would be understandable
“There is evidence which show|

that the informal exchange of informn-

ation between Gardai on the bord
and their RUC counterparts was exte
sive. Thereis some evidence to sugg
that some Garda officers, unwittingl
or otherwise, may have been givir
information to members of the Britis
Army or Intelligence Services.”

The Report criticises the Garda inves
igation for failing“to make full use of the,
information obtained”.Certain lines of
inquiry were not pursued and certa
suspects were not question€the main
failure of the Garda investigation tear
was not to act promptly'the Report states

Other criticisms of the investigation

were“a failure to appreciate the extent o
the information obtained™a too-ready
acceptance of information suppliedhd
the loss ofpotentially vital clues”, such
as information on whether the Dubli
bombs were made from purely commerc
explosives.

FiNe GaeL/LABour COALITION

* Dublin Government role:

The Reportfountho evidenceto support
the proposition thatthe Garda investigati
was wound down as a result of politic
interference.

The suggestion fabsolutely denied”
by former Government members with tH
Minister for Justice at the time, Mr. Padd
Cooney, pointing out that any sug
direction would have beefgrossly
improper.

“However”, the Report says, “itcan

be said that the Government of the d
showed little interestin the bombing

“When information was given tg
them suggesting that the Britis
authorities had intelligence namin
the bombers, this was not followed u
Any follow-up was limited to com-
plaints by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs that those involved had bed
released from internment.”

*The Report fountdno explanation”
for the fact that Department of Justig
files on the matter arémissing in their

entirety”. Nor was it possible to indicat

when they went missing. The forme
an Government guilty of crimes agains

Minister for Justice, Ms. Maire Geogheg
CN_Quinn, told the inquiry that there wa
“very little” in the departmental files
! concerning the bombings.

* Bemoaning the lack of origing
3' documentation, the Report notes th
correspondence with the Northern Irela
L Office undoubtedly produced some use
n-information.“But its value was reduced
Lspy the reluctance to make origing
k documents available and the refusal

supply other information on securit
ggrounds. While the inquiry fully
" understands the position taken by t
British government on these matters,

t- is limited as a result.”

In this issueLabour Commentvill
n largely confine its opinions to the intern
issues involved: the role of the Dubl
N Government and the Garda Siochana.

THE OMAGH BLUNDER

must be said that the scope of this reppr

Dublin Governments are simply afraid o
r the consequences of finding a Britis

s humanity.

These impeccable custodians of la
and order, guardians of the institutions ¢
the State, trample on the first duty of
atdemocracy: the care and protection of i
ndcitizens. The blunttruthis that the ‘wrong
ulbombers struckin 1974 and Cosgrave a

Cruise-O’Brien violated the first duty of 3
1| democratic government, for fear the peop
to might accord some succour to th
Y Republican Movement.

he
it
Drt

It suits both Governments to hype u
the Omagh blunder, and ignore all othd
bombings. Much like calling the Belfas
Agreement th&ood Friday Agreement
asifitembraced some spiritual or scriptur
L1 source : an infallible document.

“On September 1, 1998, the Gover
ment called a special session of tig
Oireachtas, the lIrish Parliament, t
pass the toughest security laws ev

N

The comparison with Omagh kee
f coming up—yes, there’s a statistic
comparison, that's all. The fact remai

Monaghan was a cold, calculated, politi

al of human life as possible.

‘Did he tell you they were used f
planting a bomb in Omagh?’

‘No, he didn’t have to say it. H
wouldn'ttalk about it. It was a disaste
nobody set out to kill anybody i
Omagh, it was just a complete mes
disaster.’ (Evidence presented to t
Special Criminal Court in the trial o
Colm Murphy, the first person to b
tried and sentenced in connection wi
the Omagh explosion.)

DN

Omagh was an awful blunder. Dublif/

introduced in the history of the state
(Mooney & O’'Toole, Black
Operations—The Secret War Agains
the Real IRAp184, 2003).

_ This was following Omagh.

N ally planned attack to cause as much Ipss

Following May, 1974, they sat o
their hands.

“The Minister for Justice, Mr.
Cooney, told a press conference
Dublin last night that the Gardai ha(
no theories as to who was responsib
for the bombings” (Cork Examiner,
18.5.1974).

I

,a
e

It gets worse!
“The Minister was asked if the
I.R.A. documents seized by the Britis
and shown to the Dublin Governme

h

Whereas the Omagh bomb was|a
propaganda gift to the Dublin and Britigh
Governments, enabling them to hard-sgll
the Belfast Agreement—Dublin/Monaghan
hyWas the wrong political choreography

on Monday last had given any indica
tion of abombing campaign in Dublin
Mr. Cooney said that there was nothin§
in the documents to indicate such §
thing but he addedl don't deduce

L~ altogether, it drew attention away fro
" the ‘satanic’ Provos.

The Dublin Government’s sheg
contempt for its own citizens and its su

" conscious attachment to Britain and all
trappings better explains the coward
and treacherous regime of Cosgray
Cruise-O’Brien and their Cabing
colleaguestoface up to the responsibilit
thrust on them in the biggest mass mure
e in the history of the state.

0

fromthe absence of a Dublin referencg
in those documents anything tha
would enable me to exculpate an
particular group.’
r “l have a particularly open mind
P~ at the momenthe added.” (ibid.)
S As Chesterton used say: he’s so op
Y minded, his brains will fall out!
€,
t
es
er

“Specific measures to tighte
security and increase the strength
the security forces following Friday’s
bomb attacks in Dublinand Monagha

* The simple fact is that latter-da

Lcontinued on page P
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DUBLIN/MONAGHAN BOMBINGS

Wrong Bombers

* The truth is that the wrong bombers struck in Dublin and the Cosgrave Government acted politically dumb— fhe rig
bombers struck in Omagh and the Dublin Government, with political opportunism, acted as if that catastrophe gtruck
the heart of its own jurisdiction.

* A full judicial Inquiry, with powers to subpoena witnesses and documents is the least people are entitled to fpllowi
the greatest mass murder in the history of the state and the subsequent attempt at a cover-up.

THE REPORT of Mr. Justice Henly Oireachtas Joint Committee. He stresges  still being practised{Sun. Trib, 14.12.03).
Barron into the Dublin-Monaghan bomp- in his report that, as 30 years were allowgd
ings of Friday, 17th May, 1974, whigh topassandwiththelossofvitaldocuments,  Justice Barron's Reportis divided intlp
killed 33 people, was released on Decémt is not easy to reach definitive cor}- five main sections, covering backgrourgd
ber 10, 2003. It contains 288 page and ¢ostlusions. information, the Garda investigation int
1.5 millon Euros. “By Judge Barron’s own admission the bombings, assessment of the investifja-
his report does not meet fully with the tion conducted by the 1993 Yorkshirg
Itbroughtto an end afour-yearinve terms of reference” (Bruce Arnold, Television Hidden Handtelevision
igation that was delayed for over a yeaf Irish Independent, 13.12.2003). documentary on the bombings arp
what one legal source describetsgsni- “It took Sir John Stevens 14 yeals “perpetrators and possible collusion”.
detached co-operatiorffom the British and three inquiries (with greatgr
authorities, who refused to hand over sd powers and resources than Barronfs) * The Commission says it ig
of the relevant documents. to conclude earlier this year that thefe “satisfied” the persons principall
was collusion during the 1980F responsible for carrying out the bombings
The bombings, marking the wof between loyalists and British securify were loyalist paramilitaries, most thougy,
single day in the Northern War, we forces. He defined it as ‘the wilfu| not all, members of the UVF.
investigated by former Supreme Co failure to keep records, the absence|of
judge, Henry Barron and his predecesgor, accountability, the with-holding of
the late Justice Liam Hamilton for almgst  intelligence and evidence, and the
four years. extreme of agents being involved in
The Barron investigation was sarc-  murder’. He added that his inquirigs
tioned by Bertie Ahern in 2000. had been obstructed. By this definitio
In August, 1999, the former Fian Barron has revealed that collusion
Fail Tar_]ais_te’ John Wilson of thiectims’ Subscribers to the magazine are regula * Qn the queStion of British Stay
Commission published a repo offered special rates on other publicatiorfs Collusion, the Report makes clear thit
recommending such a private Inquiry, The Northern Star there are ground for suspecting that tfge
However, intruth, the impetus towarfls PO Box 339, Belfast BT12 4GQ. bombers may have had assistance frgm
opening the files and eventually settingjup members of the security forces in the gx
the Barron Inquiry came not from DuinI1, Irish Political Review Counties.
but from the Yorkshire Television docli- 2 Corrig Road, Dalkey, Co. Dublin
mentanyHidden Handoroadcast in 1993

* The bombings were primarily §
reaction to the Sunningdale Agreement
in particular to the prospect of a greaffgr
role for the Irish Government in th
administration of Northern Ireland
19’, Council of Ireland, etc.

* On the role of the Garda Siochan},
Labour Comment the report says there have been o
C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork City allegations that any agency in the Irid
state played &deliberate part” in the
bombings. However, it said allegatiorfe
were made that members of the Gargla
“were actively co-operating with thd
Euro 15/ £12 for 12 issues security forces in Northern Ireland i

BARRON (or Euro 1.30/ £1.10 per issue) ici i ]
. . : : w hat were not officially sanction
“The magnitude of this task should rjot You can order both postal and ays that were not officially sanctioned

be underestimatedJustice Barron statgs electronic subscriptions from: The Report states it is clear the Briti
in his introductory statement to the www.atholbooks.org [[continued on page 45

“One source close to the Report sgid
the findings would prove embarrassig Subscription by Post:
for some, but would ‘give Sinn Feinja Euro 25/ £17.50 for 12 issues
further liftin the polls™(Irishind, 10.12.2003) Electronic Subscription:
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