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Warmongering — —'rope

As the Irish Republican Army commits itself increasingly to a peace process, the IrishThe Irish Timestold us on the 28th
Defence Force agitates for war. General Gerry MacMahon, a former Chief of Stafhtoher that Mr. Barroso's decision to
wants the Defence Force freed frithe UN mandate lack;’so that it can go to war (Irish delay ratification of his new Commission
Times 20.10.04). UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan spent five days in Ireland pleadifigher the pressure from the European
for the participation of the Irish Defence Force in a systethibbquads™to be runby  piament on 27th October wasgaod
the European Union for the United Nations where the UN cannot act. And John O,S}b‘?ﬁcome to the EU ConfrontationTt
belligerent head of GOAL‘an international humanitarian organisation”urged the

) - ; L seemed a bit premature to even claim an
Taoiseach to respond to Annan'’s call, so that the UN Security Council, whichngs b

up on national sovereignty’tould be circumvented (Irish Times 14.10.04). And th

at the root of the Irish Timgzoject.

e
Irish Timesnaturally gives great publicity to these demands that Irish soldiers shod]
once again become active in international power politics, fighting for good causes aro[ﬁm1
the world as they used to do when there was a real Regular Army in Ireland, the Brit

Army. The undermining of the concept of ‘national sovereignty’, a principle which kept,
the peace in Europe in the half century after World War Il, also sits well with the age

outcome at that stage. The immediate
Htcome is still to be known and the long-
outcome is hardly knowable at this
e. But for the Irish political class
atever happens in Europe is a good
Ring. Nowadays, the Irish political mind
goes blank at the thought of Europe.
Ducking and diving while the money

So s Kofi Annan trying to set himself up as world dictator and to sideline the Secur@@mes in is the order of the day and that's
Council into a talking shop? How can this be? The Secretary General derivesthgbeginning and the end of it.
executive authority from the Security Council. If his scheme comesinto effect, it can only
be at the behest of the dominant power on the Security Council, the United States. [Fhe only element that tries to bring
Annan proceeds with this scheme and is not disabled, it can only be that he is acting@sgyhtis Anthony Coughlan. He does so

an agent of the United States.

[Continued on page] 2
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Social Life in the Republic under new laws

according to the guidelines set down by
the old Communist Party of Great Britain
via his mentor Desmond Greaves in the
50s-60s and the British Eurosceptics,
mainly Tories, of the 70s onwards. There
is continuity and common ground from
Communists to Conservatives in Britain
ontheissue of Europe and Coughlanis its
agentin Ireland. Thatis why he never can
really appeal to the Irish body politic. His
conceptions are not organic to that body.

This is the second defeat of the
Commission by the Parliament and is
clearly the second of many to come. The
particularissues concerned do not matter.

| continued on page|6
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To Work Or Not ?by Bob Cotter

Annan’srecent statement that the inva-action without a UN mandate.
sion of Irag was illegal was a piece of

. . - And General MacMahon tells a very

_d_emagogue_ry, de5|gnedtoga|nhl_mcred|b-sma” part of that UN story. When
llity as an independent agent in world |qqnesia occupied East Timor, Australia
affairs. He is not an independent agent.rgcognised Indonesian sovereignty over
And the invasion of Iraq was not illegal. E5st Timor on the basis of the right of
_ conquest. That recognition, which struck
Insofar as there is a system of law gt e ideological core of the UN, was not
operative on a world scale, itis the law of .onsured by the UN, even though a Secur
the United Nations as determined by thejy, council resolution had condemned the
Security Council. And five States are |nqonesian conquest. This resolution was
legally exempt from it—the five ¢4 practical account because it was no

The Indonesian Government of that
era had come to power in a militaxgup
d’etatin 1965-6 in which a million people
were killed. Its leader, General Suharto,
was one of the pillars of the Western
segment of what s called the International
Community. He governed the State well,
by comparison with what has happened
since he was undermined. The country
was not riven by religious war, and a
degree of what might even be called
prosperity was maintained by the method
that later came to be called corruption.

(General Suharto’s coup in Indonesia
was instigated by the Americans and the
British. The British Ambassador, Sir
Andrew Gilchrist, was closely involved.
There was a strong Communist movement
in the country, which was massacred by
Suharto’s forces using the pretext that a
coupwas planned. Gilchrist was later
moved to Ireland, where he represented
the Empire during the initial phase of the
Arms importation saga in 1969. Major
Thomas McDowell, top dog dathe Irish
Times was put in touch with Gilchrist
when he offered his services to Prime
Minister Harold Wilson.)

With the crumbling of the Soviet
regime and China’s withdrawal from
foreign affairs to develop a market
economy, Washington decided it had no
further need of Suharto, so it decreed that
he was a dictator and that the closed
‘economy he was running was an intoler-
able obstacle to the free circulation of

capital. It subverted the regime which had

Permanent Powers on the Security Counpasced under Chapter 7 of the Unitedtkept the region stable on behalf of ‘the

cil. Each of these Powers has the right to\4ti0ns Carter.
national law—unless it finds itself to be window-dressing.

enables it to do.

that can only be the USA.

] ] Chapter 7 resolutions
operate its own policy onaworld scale. It 5, rise executive action to enforce them
cannot be found to be in breach of inter- 5ihar resolutions are just ideological
] - Y PE Israel always treats
so. No judgment can be given against it. o m with contempt when they are directed
Itis free to do whatever its military power ,:it g0 did Indonesia in the case of Eas
Timor. But, while the subjects of these
If Annan acts militarily on issues on futile resolutions usually treat them with
which the Security Council cannot agree the contempt they deserve, it is not usual
to act, that can only be because he acts awhen doing so to assert a principle which
agent of one of the Powers which areis atotal negation of the pretensions of the
above the law. And, inthe presentinstanceUnited Nations. Butthatis what Australia
did when it recognised Indonesian

West/International Community’ for thirty
years. The liberation of East Timor from
‘the Indonesian tyranny then became an
enforceable UN position. And Australia
undertook the work of liberation as
enthusiastically as it had previously upheld

tthe right of conquest. Its only object was

to maintain a lucrative presence in East
Timor, and it was a matter of indifference

to it whether in doing it it made a mockery

of the United Nations or enforced its

mandate.

While Kofi Annanwas in Ireland trying

_ _ sovereignty over East Timor on the basisto raise a hit squad for use without a UN
General MacMahon cites East TImOr ot he right of conquest. (And Donald mandate, Garret FitzGerald appeared on

as if it was a precedent for what Annan g, msfeld came close to doing it recently the Vincent Browne show on Radio
prop(_)sed to the Irish: “East Timor was with regard tothe Israeli Occupation ofthe Eireannto discussthe invasion oflraq. He
stabilised by a UN-mandated but ;5|6 of palestine west of the Jordan.) accepted the Annan dictum that the

Australian-led force, which was replaced
by a more traditional UN peacekeeping
force with an enforcement mandate once
the situation had been brought under
command. In this instance, Irish soldiers
served under Australian command3ut
Annan’s scheme is that there should beforce.
2

invasion was illegal, but denied that the

The Indonesian occupation lasted for Irish Government acted in breach of law
about a guarter of a century, and duringin faCIIItatlng the proseCUtion of the war
that period about a third of the population by allowing Shannon Airportto be used as
of East Timor was killed by the occupation @ transit point for US troops and the

overflight of US aircraft. His reasoning



(which echoed that of Martin Mansergh states should not be established thro
on the Vincent Browne show last year) colonisation and conquest, even though
was that in foreign policy matters each the UN General Assembly itself, with th
state has two obligations—to act in supportofthe two Great Powers, provid¢d
accordance with an ideal or principle and for the colonisation and conquest ¢f
to serve its own particular interests. ThePalestine by the Jewish nationaligt
Irishiinterest was served by facilitating the movement in 1947. The other generally
American invasion of Irag. And, even understood principle was that existing
though that invasion was illegal, Ireland states which were members of the UN hpd
did not act in breach of law in facilitating inalienable sovereignty. This principlg
it because the invasion would not havewas breached in practice with regard fo
been prevented by an lIrish refusal to Yugoslavia and John O’Shea appears|to
facilitate it, and the only effect of such a want it discarded as a principle:
refusal would have been to damage Irish “The Security Council is... hung up
interests. on national sovereignty... Somg
mechanism must be found to preveft
genocide and to stop it when it dogs
occur... The UN was well aware o
what was going on in Rwanda 10 yeafs
ago butamillion people were slaughtergd
and it did nothing to stop it".

This reasoning gives rise to the strange
principle that it is lawful to facilitate an
illegal action if refusing to facilitate it
would not have the effect of preventing it.

But why resort to such casuistry?
Surely FitzGerald canread abook ofrules  O’Shea writes of the UN as if it hadl
and apply them. The book of rules of corporate existence as a world authorify,
international law is the United Nations which it hasn’t. If it had it would be &
Charter. Under those rules the SecretarywWorld Government. Itis not possible tht
Generalis notajudge who decides whatisit should become a World Governmertt.
illegal. His opinion has no judicial force And the over-riding of national
whatever. And, under the rules, an actionsovereignty of one state will only be dorje
engaged in by two Permanent Powersin pursuit of the interests of another stafe.
cannot be illegal.

This is not a perverted application of Th? ?utcome of the ‘Rwandap
the rules. Nor is it a literal application of genocide’ was that the people who wefe

them which breaks the spirit of them. The €Xtérminated became the rulers of t
rules governing the operation of state—a paradox which arises from the

international law in the context of the MISUSE of Ianguage_. Th? context of the
UN (and all other contexts were abolisheddenocide’ was the invasion of Rwan
by the founders of the UN) were DY & Tutsi Army from Uganda whic
specifically designed to exclude the created a reign of terror in the invasign
application of the law to the Permanent Path, provoking the response of the Hufu
Members of the Security Council, the majority. The militaristic, American-

Powers with a Veto on Security Council trainéd Tutsi minority quickly gained th
resolutions. upper hand, took control of the state apd

set about punishing the majority in t

The UN is a construction of the Great 3 me of Justice etc. It established amilitgdry
Powers of 1945, designed to serve the'rdictatorship which has not cared

interests. Any other representation of it is
avacuous ideal—an illusion. The Veto of

introduce democracy. At the same ti
" itsarmies have been active in neighbouriphg

the Permanent Members makes itgate5where more people have been kil

impossible that it should be anything else. ;14 in ‘the Rwandan genocide’ without

And if it wagn’t for the Veto, the UN causing great concernto the ‘internatio
would not exist at all. The Great Powers community’. These events, whether

Poem addressed to
Blair/Bush,

by
Osama bhin-Laden

To the Ingleezee Khafir,
calling himself
Djann Bool Djenkinzun
[John Bull Jenkinson]

Thus writeth Meer Djafrit:

| hate thee Djann Bool,
Worse than Marid or Afrit,

Or corpse-eating Ghool
| hate thee like sin,

For thy mop-head of hair,
Thy snub nose and bald chin,

And thy turkey-cock air.
Thou vile Ferindjee!

That thou thus shouldst disturb an

Old Moslim like me,

With my Khizzilbash turban
Old fogy like me,

With my Khizzilbash turban

| spit on thy clothing,

That garb for baboons!
| eye with deep loathing

Thy tight pantaloons!
| curse the cravat

That encircles thy throat,
And thy cooking-pot hat,

And thy swallow-tailed coat
Go, hide thy thick sconce

In some hovel suburban;
Or else don at once

The red Moosleman turban
Thou dog, don at once

The grand Khizzilbash turba

OK, the author is not Osama bin
aden, but James Clarence Mangan
11803-1849, JL]

of 1945 would only allow it to be

established on the condition that it could
not act against them. The Great Powersygican culture which the world of Western
were essentially two, the Soviet Union
and the USA, with Britain a poor second, ;.o
and France and China added as

n!

Rwanda, Uganda or the Congo, do notpag peen set aside in the cause of the
express a form of barbarism endemic inpigher rights of humanitarianism. When
preaching that war, the Prime Minister
civilisation has an obligationto stop. They \yent around various East European
products of the activity of Western capitals declaring that‘literally

civilisation in Africa, governed by very inousands’of people were being killed

makeweights. And the terms in which its definite Western interests which determine eyery day in the Serbian genocide in

ideals were set out had to be acceptable tQvhich of these events should arouse th
Russia and America, and had therefore to

: ~*“conscience of the world.
be capable of being understood in
drastically different ways.

€& ossovo.

That would have meant that
well in excess of 100,000 people were
N . killed by Serbs in the period preceding the
The British Government hailed the NATO bombing. It was later established

For half a century it was understood to NATO attack on Yugoslavia as establish- that nothing of the kind had happened.
be a general principle of the UN that new ing the principle that national sovereignty gefore the NATO bombing there had been

3



low-level conflict between an Albanian
guerilla (or terrorist) movement and the
Yugoslav authorities in which very few
people were killed. The assault of the
Serbs on the Albanians began after the
NATO bombing started. it was a

consequence of the bombing, notthe cause.

And the system established by NATO in
Kossovo was one under which Serbs were
terrorised by Albanians.

The Yugoslav State had to be got rid of
because it was a Communist survival in
the new capitalist Europe. It survived
when the other Communist states fell in
1989 because it was not part of the Soviet
system, having been in effective alliance
with the capitalist West for forty years.
When the West got the better of the Soviet
enemy, it had no further need of its
Communist ally against that enemy and
set about destroying it, inciting extreme
nationalist passions for that purpose—
and the Western media never mentioned

the awkward factthat, in the reconstruction the same place Cowen said:

of Yugoslavia towards the end of the
Second World War, Royalist Serbia had
been subjugated by Tito's Communist
Partisan movement with the military and
political support of Winston Churchill.

The United Nations is a Great Power
structure. Small states, however many of
them there are, cannot direct its affairs.
The most honourable thing a small state
can dois to refuse to become a pawn to be
used by the Great Powers. That is what
Switzerland has done. In recent years,
and particularly under Brian Cowen as
Foreign Minister, Ireland has been eagerly
pawning itself.

CowenvisitIsraelin January and made;ianded for different audiences.
aspeechatTel Aviv University onJanuary first apparently addressed to Zionists (i.e.

14th. “We quote from his press release: joish nationalists), condemns Palestinia
Some ofyou may notbe aware of the ragjstance to Jewish measures which i

long history of affinity between the Irish
and Jewish people.
Inisfallen, an 11th century manuscript
mentions the visit of five Jews bearing

international law, while the second
contains no condemnation of Israel. And Jewish colonisation before the develop-

since become a close friend to both ourthe history of the Jews which are entirely
countries... Given these many ties that differentin character. In the firstthe Jews
bind us, I am somewhat dismayed to |ed a dispersed existence in various
read in the. Israeli press that Ireland is countries, which was a mixture of oppres-
seen as being less friendly to Israel thangiqn, and privilege. Leopold Bloom

most other Member States of the belongs to that epoch—but it seems
Union... The Holocaust was an atrocity doubtful that he was a Dublin Jew. and

without parallel... When | woke this .
morning, | picked up the local MOre likely that he was constructed from

newspapers. Looking out of the front Joyce’s experience of life in the Austro-

pages were the faces of innocent youngHungarian Empire. In the second epoch
Israelis who now lie dead; their lives, so the Jews were formed into a colonialist
full of hope and potential, brutally ripped movement for the conquest of Palestine,
away by an act of senseless terrorism. lwhich was constituted into one of the
then turned on the television to see film powers of the earth by being given a seat
of the young woman, a mother of two ¢ the Versailles Conference of 1919. The
children, who hadso mlsgwdedlyblow.n Irish, who had never ceased to occupy
herselfup andkilledthese young Israglls. Ireland, were refused even an audience at
One can only wonder about the motives that Conference. The Jews. who had
and state of mind of someone who would . ’

commitso heinous an act. | have nothing abandoned Palestine two thou_sand years
but condemnation for those who €arlier, were awarded Palestine as the
recruited her and sent her out to do suchPlace where the Jewish State was to be
a thing.” reconstructed, and the Jewish Agency was
In another speech on the same day if€cognised as a kind of state power on
behalf of the Jewish colonisation of
“The government of Israel rightly Palestine thatwas authorised by the British

calls on the Palestinians to create a law-EMPpire (Balfour Declaration, 1917) and
abiding society which fights against confirmed by Versailles (League of
violence and incitement. For that same Nations Mandate, 1921).

reason, Israel, in exercising its right to The Balfour Declaration was a
protect its people, must avoid actions 1\ e hensive negation of the ideals of
that themselves might suggest a lack 0fdemocrac and the rights of nations for
regard for human life or exacerbate ~ cy 9 )

which Britain had pretended to fight the

hatreds” etc. “I note there is a growing
debate within Israel on the future of the Great War, and Balfour frankly acknow-

Settlements. As you know, the position ledged that it was. And the League of
of the EU, shared by the international Nations Mandate tainted the League atthe
community is clear. The continued start by authorising colonisation, and the
development and expansion of ethnic cleansing of Arabs which was seen
Settlements by Israel in Occupied to be its inevitable accompaniment by
Territories is against international law.” every politician who was not practising

, diplomatic simple-mindedness for an
The two speeches read as if they wereierior purpose. The Mandate system
The \yas supposed to prepare the peoples of
'the various regions of the overthrown
"Ottoman Empire for self-government. It
"did this after a fashion in other regions, but

The annals of M€ Second speech are said to be againgf, pjestine it was understood that there

was to be a change of people through

gifts to an Irish chieftain and records the first contains this outlandish nent towards self-government should
show the establishment of a Jewish Statement: "I completely reject claims that begin.

community in Dublin as early as the the Roadmap has failed. The factis that it
Baron de Rothschild has not been properly implementeslit

13th century...

When the Irish were fighting the Black

contributed 10,000 Francs... towards has not failed, but only failed to be and Tans to give effect to their 1918 vote
the relief of the greatfamine... In James implemented! But, outside the realm of forindependence, the masters of the Black

Joyce’s classic novdlllyssesthe main

diplomatic make-believe, itwas generally @hd Tans were putting into effect in

character...isaDublin Jew... Thesixth ynderstood that the purpose of the Palestine a policy of colonisation similar
was born in Belfast and spent his give Tony Blair something to say to his ime of Spenser and Raleigh and Cromwell

formative years in Dublin... The small
but active Jewish community... has
made a significant contribution to our

country... Israel and Ireland have much War on Irag.

in common... Both Israel and Ireland
regained their independence during the

course of the 20th century. To do so theyIsrael Cowen runs together two epochs in

had to fight a common occupier that has

idealistic backbenchers who wanted to beand William of Orange. And yet—
deceived so that they could support the

“Both Israel and Ireland regained
their independence during the course
of the 20th century. To do so they had
to fight a common occupier that has
since become a close friend to both our
countries™!!

In forging a bond between Ireland and



“Israel” was in essence a British Fianna Fail and Progressive Democrat
backbenchers voted for this motion, moved
gave it an existence in what passes forby Michael Mulcahy (FF Dublin SC),

international law, but in 1917 the Jewish despite pleas from the Minister of State
population of Palestine was only 10% at for Foreign Affairs, Noel Treacy (FF). So

most. Britain organised massive Jewishmuch is the Irish Government out of sync
migration into Palestine in the 1920s and with popular feeling on this matter that the
1930s in order to provide a population for only person to vote against the motion
the Jewish state, and held the Arabwas Senator Feargal Quinn (IT 28.10.04).

construction. TheBalfour Declaration

population down while doing so. In 1939
the British Government began to have

doubts about the whole project, and in & Answersa year ago, on 3rd November
1945 a Saocialist Foreign Minister indicated 2003 and spoke about Iraq. With him was
that he was not willing to continue with it. Kevin Myers, the English Tory who writes
The Jewish colony then launched athelrishman’s Diaryfor the Irish Times
ferocious terrorist assault on the British Myers said:

administration, and the British surrender-
ed. Andthenthe assault onthecupier”
began, and has continued ever since. But
the “occupier” was not Britain, but the
indigenous Arab population.

The ethnic cleansing of Arabs, which
was launched immediately after the UN
General Assembly vote of 1947 supporting
the establishment of a Jewish State, has
continued ever since. And the ideological
dynamic at the core of the Jewish State is
committed to extending that State to
include the whole of what is now called
Palestine, and then crossing the Jordan to
where Joshua came from.

Perhaps the accomplished facts of the
Jewish nationalist movement are now so
extensive, and the regression of Jewish
culture into religious fundamentalism is
so profound, that the possibility of a
secular, democratic, bi-national Palestine
has gone beyond recall. But that is no
good reason for moral prettifying of Jewish
colonialism in Palestine. And if an Irish
Foreign Minister is precluded by
diplomatic considerations from speaking
the truth of the matter in Tel Aviv, he

influence in Irag—that that’s their sole
purpose. | mean, since when did the Red
Cross become a legitimate target for
resistance fighters? When did the United
Nations itself, which is us by the way...
What that points up is that there are
elements who are violently engaged in
Irag which is being portrayed simply as
an anti-American thing, which is in fact
more fundamental than that. | mean, to
attack the International Red Cross is
just, is so far out of any spectrum of any
type of activity that people want to, that
one wantsto getinthisidea of resistance.
It's just unacceptable. The UN on the
19th of Augustwe lostour represent-
atives. And too often the UN is spoken
of asifit’'s not our organisation. isour

Cowen appeared on RTE3uestions

“Most people in this country... were L
opposed to the invasion. | was in favour organisation.
of it because | felt it was historically Cowen did not indicate what he meant
inevitable. Whether you were for or by “more fundamental than that”
against the invasion is an irrelevance. Presumably he meant Islamic—though
Thetruthis theprojecthastobeattendedMyerS, drawing on his vast fund of

to. Iragis in the centre of the world. It's \yisdom, said that Iraq was not Islamist.
sitting on over 50% of the oil reserves. o )
And the world has to get this right. Part  The Bush administration, before the

of getting it right is getting the Americans invasion, ridiculed the UN with well-
out there as quickly as possible. They founded arguments. The UN refused to
have not arrived with the state building authorise the invasion (which did notmake
apparatus that | hoped and thought theyit illegal) but, after the event, it tried to
would arrive with. They didn’thave any normalise the Occupation and it became
sympathy or understanding of the Iragi ynrealistic to treat it as anything but part
\?veeopt):lgn 222 theng;\?g:'?pgeﬁo‘if gl‘l'sof the entourage of the Occupation force.
a week re being imported by Iraqis, that .
the economy is growing, in much of the formed. (By the way, whlch_branch of thg
country there is law and order.” Red Cross was attacked in Iraq? This
organisation is run by autonomous national
Well, the Americans are still there, committees, one ineach country, to which

and in greater numbers. Their sympathyGovernmentappoints members. The Irish
with the Iragis is even less than it was. Red Cross, for example, is not allowed to
Bush has beenre-elected to continue moréct North of the Border. In the Middle
of the same. And nobody has any betterEast the organisation is called the Red
ideas than him about building a state in Crescent.)

Iraq which serves the Western interest.

The liberated people have to be put downinvaded, and the state as an administration

The disarmed secular state of Iraq was

should at least observe Wittgenstein's 2Nd Made to submit to a state which is awas systematically destroyed. Are there

maxim: Concerning that of which one
may not speak, one should remain silent.

mere apparatus of the invading army.

rules for what a people whose state has
been destroyed on them are entitled to do?

Cowen ruminated:“How does one |t would be useful if Cowen drew up a

But it is not just Brian Cowen who has @rrange to hand over sovereignty to a manual for them, since the Iragi situation
been cowed by the Zionist lobby. The Stable and secure Iraq and a democratic s jikely to be reproduced elsewhere.

policy has been continued under Dermot
Ahern, his successor: the Department o
Foreign Affairs even tried to prevent the
Oireachtas European Affairs Committee
passing a motion criticising the Israeli
Army for “severe human rights

violations” in the West Bank and Gaza.

from Gaza, warned that this action must
form part of a wider peace deal (which
Premier Sharon is determined notto have).
Italso noted with regret Israel’s continued
building of its Wall. It is reported that

Irag?” The way to do it is to make the
flraqis feel “that this is not about
occupation’, and to“decrease, if you
like, the psychology of occupatianThis
was to be don&hrough an incremental
transfer of sovereignty, if you like, 1o the i 100,000 civilians killed. The informal
provisional authority”. ’

) . . ) " not
This motion, while welcoming Israel's 540

stated intention to withdraw 7,000 settlers be made to getuse

Neither the invasion force, nor the UN
has made an estimate of Iragi casualties.
The latest estimate made by a medical
source (published in the BMAlsance)

“OK, they are
the democratically elected
rnment of Irag™—but the Iragis can

comment from Whitehall is that ‘we’ had
to kill them, because Saddam Hussein
dtothem. Hecontinued\.’vomd ha\_/g killed them if ‘we’ hadn’t, and
“And | don't accept that there are that by killing them at least ‘we’ freeq
many of these ‘resistance fighters’ them from Saddam. And COW?n_h'S
[dismissive quotation marks signified Presidency ofthe Security Council having
by a flick of the eyebrows] who are up gone to his head—has made us part of that

there trying to get rid of American ‘we'. o
5



determined to make a reality. They could tripartite structure—Commission, Council
not operate democratically as the polity of Ministers, and advisory Parliament—
Eu rope In CrISIS they fought for was not yet in existence. was established by the Founding Fathers
Their arbitrary action was what enabled it to allow for the tensions inherent in
COntI n ued to be formed in a t_entative form in 1918. buiIdingaFeder_aI Union. Decisions made
Ittook another warin 1919-20to make the by the Council reflect the power of
Rampant corruption in Santer's Commis- "€W polity a recognised reality and give members, while those of the Parliament
sionwas the excuse the last time. One casgUbstance to Irish democracy. The patterrreflect their size: it is the Commission
of possible corruption that is still to be of foundation qf new poIities.by eIites. whic_h. looks out for the interests of all
legally finalised is all which that episode who then establish representative forms |spart|C|pant_s and makes sure thata balance
has amounted to and that particular casdhe usual way new States come intois kept which looks after the interests of
had nothing whatever to do with Santer. existence. countries and groupings which are weak
That was obvious at the time to anyone ~and have little muscle. To prematurely
who troubled to go into the allegations. The people who formed the Commis- empower the Parliament to become the
The Commission consists of people with sion and th_e European Union knevy thatmajqr institu_tion in Europe would lead _to
long political careers. They will always the _establlshment of a conventlo_nal tensions which could_break_up the in_on
have baggage and if they did not theyParllament with elected representativesand even lead to war in no time. Majority
would not deserve to have the job. The 9uarantees nothing in itself, and certainly Rule is a great slogan, but there are
most corrupt member of the current not a stable entity that could evolve in a situations in which it can lead to disastrous
Commission is Peter Mandelson who wasP€acefuland unified way. A structure was consequences because the entity in which
sacked twice by his best friend from his needed that would mediate the conflictsit is to be applied is not homogeneous.
Government for blatant, proven, written and tensions of the countries which hadMajority Rule—simple democracy—
lying and skullduggery. But not a word is agreed to embark on the process ofcould never work in Europe while it
said about this. Instead all sorts of reasondederation. remains an alliance of disparate nation-
for objecting to other Commissioners are states. Itis not even part of the democratic
made matters of political life and death for Democracy and Parliamentarianism system in the USA, which is a much more
them—one for believing in his religion &€ by no means guarantees of goodntegrated political entity than Europe.
and another, for example, for being a behaviourin a country. Both World Wars Those who demand it are either simple-
farmer's spouse and therefore notWere Ia_un_ched by democratic, parl@ament-minded or have ulterior motives.
trustworthy with the Agriculture portfolio. &ry Britain, and Germany was just as | |
Anything will do for our EU parliamentar- democratic as Brlta}ln before the First  This F’arllament does not have .to
ians while they continue to travel the road World War. Even Hitler came to power concern itself with such matters or with
laid out by that spoofeextraordinaire quite legally and democratically. That is making policy. It does not even dream of
Pat Cox. why the Founding Fathers realised thatimplementing a policy—but it now has
something superseding democracy wasthe pretensions of becoming the judge and
The fetishising of Parliaments means necessary to create a stable and progressijary of those who make policy for Europe.
all they do must be a good thing. Parlia- Europe—and they were rnore_successfuIThe Repuplic pf Irelgnd has just thirteen
ments can do no wrong. They are than they probably ever imagined. They members in this Parliament—out#82:
democratic. The Commissionis not. QED. used whatever levers of power that werejust 2% of the representation. If the Parlia-
No contest. to hand, but nothing of what they did was ment became the top institution in Europe,
formally democratic in direct electoral how long would the public continue to
However, the Commission is the instru- €rms. It was not anti-democratic, just support membership of an institution that
ment that made Europe what itis.AgroupindireC“y. democratic, or even is graduallytsuperse.ding national.power's?
of Europeans, proceeding from their own ademocratic. Yetall the Irish media were unanimous in
bitter personal experience of the first half Su_pp'ortlng the attacks made on the Com-
of the 20th century, set out to create a new Unfortunately, the more the European mission under Mr. Santer and now under
polity for Europe. It could not be voted on, project was succeeding by leaps andMr. Barroso, even_th_oughthe grounds for
as it did not exist in the present but lay in bounds, the greater the pressure becamthe attacks were trivial to say the least and
the future. It had to be created. Butcreatingfor increasing the powers of the Europeanthough the assailants were spurred on by
anything organic is a gradual process and-arliament. NOW it_is claiming the right to those with ultgriormotives against Egrope.
the project they started is far from have the Commission bow down before it. And yet thelrish Timesconsiders this a
complete. Parliaments do not create new! he Parliamentis not demanding the rightgood thing and welcomes the downfall of
polities—they work within them when totake over the powers of the Commissionthe Barroso Commission. That displays
created. —merely that the Commission should be either gross stupidity or quiet satisfaction
its servant, should be accountable to it.at a Europe in disarray. Thésh Timess
War is the usual method of creating Thisis called power without responsibility many things but it is not stupid.
new polities, new political parameters that —the surest recipe for disastetthe
Parliaments then operate within. The Irish privilege of the harlot _throug.hout the Jack Lane
experience is a clear example of this. The@d€S", as Stanley Baldwin put it.

1916 leaders wenttowar asthe representa- . ]
tives of a Republic that they were The trouble is that Europe’s delicate
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An Cor

Domhnallan Dubh

Thuirt mi fin ri Domhnallan Dubh,

Mo ghradh dileas, Démhnallan Dubh,

Run mo chridh-sa, Démhnallan Dubh,
S mi nach iarradh idir air sgur.

S iomad caileag bhoideach bheusach
A tha nochd air sraid Dhin Eadain
"Thogadh a cota ’s a 1éine

Chionns gun éireadh Démhnallan Dubh.

Chaidh mi *n-dé far an robh sagart,

Rinn mi m’fhaosaid ’s thuirt mi Paidir

’S rud eile nach faod mi aithris -
Coma leat, leig seachad e 'n-diugh.

Tha luchd briotais a’ toirt beum dha
Air son cobhair air na feumach -
Nach eil té a bhios "na h-éiginn

Nach faigh leum de Dhomhnallan Dubh.

Gun d’rainig mi bhean bu ghlice
Chum ’s gum faighinn tuille fiosraidh
’S thuirt i gur e brochan lite
"M biadh bu bhrisge do Dhoémhnallan
Dubh.

Nuair a fhuair mi fhin an litir
’S a leugh mi gach ni mar thuiginn,
Nan cumainn air brochan tric e

Cha robh sgrid an Domhnallan Dubh.

Gur diimbach mis’ air a’ chaillich
A dh’6rdaich dha *m brochan bainne
Gus an dh’fhas a bhuil cho las

’S nach robh math an Domhnallan Dubh.

Feumar aran, feumar annlan,

Uisge-beatha ’s bainne gamhnach,

Feumar peabar far na Galldachd
Dh’thagas teann mo Dhomnallan Dubh.

Nuair a théid gach ni mar gheall mi
A thoirt dha gu oidhche Shamhna
Chan eil cailleach an Cill Amhlaigh

Dh’fhagas fann mo Dhémhnallan Dubh.

Cuacail

Wee Black Danny

I said myself to Wee Black Danny,

My dear darling, Wee Black Danny,

Love of my heart, Wee Black Danny,
And I would never ask him to stop.

There is many a lovely, well-reared girl
Who is tonight on an Edinburgh street
Who would lift her petticoat and shift

So that Wee Black Danny would rise up.

I went yesterday to a priest,
I made my confession and said the Our Father
And something else I cannot relate

Never mind, let it pass for today.

The gossips are blaming him
For helping out the needy -
That every damsel in distress
Gets a touch of Wee Black Danny.

I went to the wisest woman
So I could get more knowledge
And she said that oaten porridge
Would be the liveliest food for Wee
Black Danny.

But when I got the letter
And read everything I could understand,
If I gave him too much porridge
There would not be a breath in Wee
Black Danny.

I am disappointed in the woman
Who ordered milky porridge for him
Till his organ grew so weak

That Wee Black Danny was useless.

Bread is needed, sauce is needed,
Whisky and calf’s milk,
Pepper is needed from the Lowlands
That will make my Wee Black Danny stiff.

When everything goes as I promise
Given to him every night till Hallowe’en
There is not a woman from here to Cill
Ambhlaigh
That my Wee Black Danny will not
be able for.

[Anonymous, 18th century Scottish. The anthologist Ronald Black
suggests that the poem is a Protestant satire on Catholic mores (-
superstition, gullibility etc.). But it is hard to see anything more than

comic ribaldry in it.]

Tom Paulin and
The Literati

Lastyear, inan article about the meeting
in the ICA (Institute for Contemporaly
Art, London), about Norman Finklesteirn's
book on the use of the Holocaust by fthe
Zionists, The Holocaust Industnjit was,
reported that the Zionist claque got a viery
bad reception. The infallible formula fpr
silencing opposition by reference to the
Shoah /Holocaust, was no longer working
—in the light of Israel's own appalling
behaviour in the Occupied Territories.

Further confirmation of this trend
comes in The GuardidrReview(Saturda
16.10.04). Itis in ®iary item, by Aid
Edemariam. (This is a regular in the
Review—and consists of snippets of go

attack on the behaviour of Israeli trogps
comparing them to the SS. Needlesp to
say, there was a great deal of outrpge
expressed about his comparison, which
did verge on the racist, and accusatiors of
actual anti-Jewish, as opposed to gnti-
Zionist, feeling had a certain amount| of
credibility. The problem for the Zionists
being that they have spent a very long time
making the difference between the
matters problematical—to the detrimé¢nt
of ordinary Jewish people’s lives a
interests.

Atthe Faber event, the audience turhed
on someone who tried to raise Paulin’s
views:“the room had... been in uproaf’
[prior to the poet Jo Shapcott’'s contrjb-
ution] “over the first question, an attagk
on Paulin’s views on Israel: “We dort
want to listen to it!"chorussed memberg of
the audience, turning on the questioner.
“Shut up!™ If literary London, which
enjoys feeling guilty about—well,
practically anything—doesn’twantto hgar
about the Zionist spin on whatis happerfing
in Israel / Palestine, the Zionists are gding
to have to think hard about their approfich
to the publicising of their case.

The Zionists have put forward the
argument that the industrialised killing|of
European Jewry was a unique event in the
history of the world. But it was the
industrialising of the process that was
unusual—if not necessarily unigue—inot
the massacre of an unwanted ‘out gropip’.
The Prime Minister of Israel has descrilLed
the Palestinians as ‘cockroaches’, and
nobody needs to be told twice what hapgens
to cockroaches.

Sean McGouran

o
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the rough with the smooth. And there are
far more ‘smooths’ than ‘roughs’. But
what was she thinking about when she
attempted to seek legal redress in the High
Court and then the Supreme Court?

\] u St B u S I n eSS ! Technically, she may not have broken

There has been very little attempt to terms of the overall turnover (amounting @Y 1aws, but she was facilitating the
place the recent banking scandals in soméo billions) of the company. The investig- Préaking oflaws. The Irish people have in
perspective. The general thrust of theation conducted by AIB and the IFSRA the past shown themselves to be
media reporting is that the system is rottenappears to have been conducted in demarkably forgiving of far worse than
to the core. No distinction is made betweenthorough and efficient manner. It started B&verly Cooper Flynn everdid. However,
the ‘scandal’ of the Bank of Ireland, and on 30th April 2004 and was able to come IS One thing to forgive her; it's quite
the more serious issues raised by the Alliedup with very substantial evidence before @n0ther to have to proclaim her as a new
Irish Bank and National Irish Bank investi- the end of July. In my opinion such a J0&n of Arc fighting against the Courts of
gations. And no distinction is made thorough report would only be possible the land. That was too much.
between the responses of the latter twowith the one hundred percent backing of ) )
institutions to investigations from the AIB senior managementand in particular ! 9ather from media reports that she is

regulatory authorities. the Chairman Dermot Gleeson who is @ formidable media performer. So we
responsible for corporate governance. have a formidable media performer who

The AIB appears to have given total is so lacking in judgement th_at she has
cooperation tothe Irish Financial Services ~ The National Irish Bank scandal is a Placed herself under the charity of legal
Regulatory Authority. What has emerged different matter. The inspectors took years@dVisors. You can see from Fianna Fail's
is that AIB was charging more on foreign to produce their report because of legalPCint of view that that spells big trouble.
exchange transactions than it had notifiedactions taken by the Australian owned Yhoknowswhere sucha personality could
to the regulatory authorities. However, bank. The reportreveals a corporate culturefrad the party? Better get rid of her now
the amount of the charges was no morethat could almost be described as criminal.than later.
than the amount advertised to the public(Although the inspectors concede that ) i .
andwasin line with market rates. Although there was a change in the culture after ~R€POrts of the Fianna Fail parliament-
ithas no legal obligation to refund custom- March 1999 when the courts found that & Party indicated that no one spoke in
ers for these overcharges it has rightly criticisms made of the bank were wholly f@vour of her expulsion or against it.
agreed to do so. These foreign exchanggustified.) The NIB culture in the 1990s EVeryone knew the score. It was an
overcharges represented the bulk of theencouraged ordinary staff to impose €mbarrassing matter to be got over as
overcharges amounting to 25.6 million spurious charges on customer accounts t&lUickly as possible.

Euros including interest on the money meet management targets. One of its
owed. (The IFSRA doesn't give the “products” was specifically designed to
amount before interest.) facilitate tax evasion.

No hard feelings, Beverly. Just
business!
John Martin

Following the initial investigation AlIB, And into this world dropped Beverly
in consultation with the IFSRA, examined Cooper Flynn: young, fresh-faced and the
other areas such as student loans, variabldaughter of a famous politician. Church & State No 78:
rate mortgages and found more evidence
of overcharges. She was one of about halfadozen sale .. .. )

executives with the responsibility to sell, Religion & Political Conflict

The total amount due to be refunded toand train staffin the selling of, the financial | Enforcement Of Morals
customers for all of the above amounts to‘product’ designed to evade tax. Her boss| View From Catholic Belfast
Euro34.2m. (Thisamountincludesinter- was a Nigel D’Arcy who was once the
est. The report doesn’'t break down this General Manager of an Investment Advice
figure either into the amount of the firm owned by the notorious Tony Taylor
overcharge and the amount of the intereswwho fled the country with his clients’

accruing.) The report also says that therefunds. Price Euro2.50 or £1.80 postfree
were cases of customers beimgder-

The Reform Movement
and much els¢

. fi
charged but doesn’t bother to quantify Who knows how any of us would have rom
this. The conclusion of the IFSRA progress behaved in such an environment? | would] Pat Maloney

report (The Irish Times, 24.7.04) is nothing say that only a small minority of people | C/O Shandon St Post Office
more than a promotion of IFSRA itself would have kicked up about it. Unfortun- | Cork City

and what a wonderful job its doing. No ately, Flynn was not in that ‘small
attempt is made to evaluate the evidenceminority’. No one in NIB was in that
provided to it. ‘small minority’.

The period investigated was from Whenthe story broke in RTE, of course ww.atholbooks.org

September 1995 to April 2004. In my Flynn was ‘hounded’. That comes with
view the malpractice by AIB over an the territory. If you're the daughter of a
extensive period was relatively small in famous politician you have to learn to take
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All-Ireland Labour In

All-Ireland

The Irish Labour Party’s Northern
Ireland Labour Forum which has been
active in a pre-natal kind of way for nine
months and better was formally launched
on October 18th at the Linenhall Library
in Belfast. The public aspect ofthe Launch
was a speech by Labour Party leader Pat
Rabbitte which was followed by a press
conference. In his speech Mr Rabbitte
said:

“The Northern Ireland Labour Forum

was set by the Labour Party to create a
political home and platform for those on
the centre left, as well as to create political
space and widen political debate beyond
current narrow confines. | am impressed
by the practical and progressive way in
which the Forum has approached its
submissions to the Review of Public

Administration, and to the Railway

Review Group. It sets down a marker for

the seriousness of our intent and is an

auspicious start to our fledgling Forum
in Northern Ireland. No one will pretend
that these are auspicious times to launch

a political initiative on the left of centre.

It is understood that, ten years after the

ceasefires and six after the Agreement,

that Northern Ireland is a highly
segregated society. There is evidence to
suggest that geographical polarization

Politics

fit within the current communal political
set-up. At another level, whilst it may
be too early to speak of radical political
realignment across the island, we are
looking to create a structure which could
respond quickly to any political fluidity
or change in the future.

“We did not establish this Forum to
be electorally focussed. It will, in a
society increasingly polarised on
communal lines, seek to create space
for debate on the centre left. It will have
a public presence; will encourage its
members to take up public appoint-
ments; will respond to relevant
consultations and will develop and
publish political policy positions.
Socialist education will be an important
part of the Forum’s work. The Labour
Forum will take responsible, practical
positions, will be interested in
governance and will present not as a
protest lobby, but as a proud part of an
established political party, based on
deeply rooted values, and committed to
serve the people of both jurisdictions in
this island in whatever way we can.”
(Taken from the Labour Party website,
http://www.labour.ie/northernireland/
speech.html)

Mr Rabbitte was properly very modest

is more stark than at any time in recent gpoyt Labour’s electoral ambitions in the

history. In these circumstances, there
will be no fanfares or false hopes, merely
a determination to develop a public

political presence on the centre left—a
presence grounded on practical politics,
broad based, grounded and orientated
on practical governance.”

“The Labour Forum has been set up
in an inclusive way and is open to dual
members—those members who are also
members of our sister Parties in Europe

current polarised state of Northern Ireland.
Nonetheless, the mostinteresting sentence
of his speech left modesty far behind:—

“At another level, whilst it may be
too early to speak of radical political
realignment across the island, we are
looking to create a structure which could
respond quickly to any political fluidity
or change in the future”.

That is thoughtful, it is well-considered;

and the wider international socialist G0d help us, it is downright visionary.
movement, the SDLP, British Labour or (And if | hadn’t seen itin black and white Rabbitte’s SpeeCh and Mr. Moriartyys

other European Socialist Parties. Labour! wouldn’t have believed Pat Rabbitte
is also cognisant of the current move- capable of the same, which is as they say
ment, or balance of power, amongst what makes the game of it.)

political forces within Northern Ireland.
We aim to contribute in whatever way
we can to the consolidation of the peace

Northern Ireland but, said Mr Rabbitte, it
had no intention of putting forward
candidates to run under the Irish Labour
banner in the North.

“Mr Rabbitte travelled to Belfast
yesterday to formally launch the Northern
Ireland Labour Forum which will send
delegatesto the Labour Party conference
and whose members will be able to vote
in internal Labour elections, including
the party’s ruling executive.

“There are about 50 members in the
Labour Forum, two of whom are elected
councillors. These are Mr Mark
Langhammer, on Newtownabbey
Council, and Mr John McLaughlin, on
Omagh Council.

“Under current numbers, the Northern
Ireland element of the Labour Party would
not have sufficient strength to elect one
or more of the party’s 22-member
executive but it could influence the
outcome of executive elections...

“He did not expect the creation of the
forum to trigger any strains between
Labour and its fraternal party, the SDLP.

“This was confirmed by the SDLP
leader, Mr Mark Durkan, who said he
had no objections to the forum and had
been consulted about its creation.

“Mr Rabbitte said people could be
members of the forum as well as members
of other parties such as the SDLP...

“He indicated that he expected the
Forumto have influence within the party.

“‘Recent changesto the Labour Party
constitution have allowed people resident
in Northern Ireland to become members.

“*The Northern Ireland Labour Forum
is, de facto, a Labour Party branch.

“‘It has the same constitution, rights
and obligations as other Labour branches,
including rights to submit resolutions to
conferences, and to stand for party office’,
he said.

“‘It will have a public presence, will
encourage its members to take up public
appointments, will respond to relevant
consultations and will develop and
publish political policy positions.
Socialist education will be an important
part of the forum’s work’, the Labour
leader added” (Irish Times, 19.10.04).

Between those extracts from Mr

account of his press conference, | hope the
overall picture is cleaCaveatsabout not
wishing to add to the distress of the SDLP

to one side, its Northern Ireland Forum is

Thelrish Times'report of the speech

a fully paid up, properly functioning part

process and to the restoration of and SUbsequent press Conference' b%f the Irish Labour Party. The Forum is

democratic and accountable institutions
in Northern Ireland and between Nort
and South.

“Labour are very serious about this
development. At one level, we are
creating a political home for those in
Northern Ireland who have a political
contribution to make but do not feel they

Northern Editor Gerry Moriarty, was
h uncommonly straightforward:

“The Labour Party leader, Mr Pat
Rabbitte, has opened up what he
described as a ‘de facto’ branch of the
Irish Labour Party in Northern Irelan

not, and in the current state of the political
game, cannot be primarily focussed on
elections. But it already has elected
representatives, albeit only two of them.
d. Should electoral opportunities present

“Labour effectively now has elected themselves (even, God forbid, in the wake
representatives in the Republic and in ofthe SDLP’s fraternally terminal collapse)
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they will hardly be ignored. Mr. Rabbitte’s South but also on this northern side of thecome hell or high water. But there is that
vision of the political fluidity which may Black Pig’'s Dyke, that Sinn Féin has the other element which has ever longed for
possibly be coming suggests he would bethoughtful vanguard of the Northern all-Ireland politics and in the past has
disappointed if such opportunities were Catholic vote sewn up, that its positionin aspired to Fianna Fail. That element of
ignored. the heartlands of Fermanagh and Tyrone Sinn Féin’s current vote is up for grabs,
So, bang the big drums, IetthetrumpetsDerry’ West Belfaste_md South Armaghis but_ _only in the context of all-Ireland
sound, Sinn Féin is no longer the only all- unassailable. That is true enough herepolitics.
Irish party around! and now, in this precise place at this
precise time. But it hasn’t been always

The Shinners know that and, speaking ;14 ever ; : "
: I ywhere true. And the status of itS ¢ the geveloping all-Ireland party politics
ontheirbehalfinthigish Newson October ¢ in the here and nowis thatitis a truth ping paryp

P hat only has to do with Northern Catholics.
19th., Pat Doherty (I think itwas) expressed ., qefault of anv alternative t asto
some satisfaction with that result. As well > Y ' | do not imagine that all-Ireland party

he should. The logic of the Sinn Féin ) _ politics as they will be likely to impact
X Telescoping eighty eventiul years of ,,qn Northern Ireland will necessarily

project of the past twenty years or S0 haSyistory, | think it would be fair to say that develop any non-sectarian or anti-sectarian

been not so much the unlikely prospect of ie catholic vote in Northern Ireland has i -

immediate unity as the realisable objective : e or supra-sectarian aspect there. Left to

. y | been unwaveringly anti-partitionist but . .: :

of forcing the development of all-Ireland g2+ within that anti-partitionism it h their own devices | am perfectly sure that
arty politics at within that anti-parttionism It Nas  thay will do nothing of the sort in the short

party p : been all along split between a sentimentak, medium term (and, in the long term in

It must have satisfied Pat Doherty all-Ireland Republicanism and more which they may Wear’eall of course. with
particularly that while the launch qf the_ practical _six—county na'_tionalism. And Keynes in that I,ong and nérrow plac,e and
Labour Forum advances that project it both sentimentand practice have allalongy, privacy thereof).

does not in so doing challenge Sinn Féin'saspired to all-Ireland politics and Fianna _ . ,
dominance of the new all-lIreland Fail. The job of the Irish Labour Party’s
geopolitikon. For the moment his bread is Northern Labour Forum is therefore to see

De Valeraabandoned Northern Catho-;, :
buttered on both sides. '~ to it that the development of all-Ireland

_ _ , lics to six county nationalism when in oty najitics within Northern Ireland is
Having said which, the Labour Forum 1925 he split Sinn Féin along the borderusefully complicated by a working class

is not Fianna Fail. Were the soldiers of and then built Fianna Fail solely to the p,qtestant presence within it.
destiny to come North Sinn Féin’'s all- South of it. But the best of that six county
Ireland party political project would be nationalism—as exemplified by the old
advanced with a vengeance. It would thenIRB man, Sinn Féiner and serial internee reasonably be expected that Fine Gael will
have aflght on its hands thgt |t_couldn’t be who was |ts_ real, if never its tltular, join the dance and dancers ofthe Protestant
too sanguine about the winning of. But leader—Cahir Healy, continued to aspire yiqgle class, in dribs and drabs to begin
Bertie Ahern’s Fianna Fail seems to haveto the party from which de Valera had with, will join Fine Gael. But somehow |
restricted its challenge to Sinn Féin to adisbarred it. can't see that making any great difference

belated recognition of the likelihood of  cahir Healy’s comrade as a Sinn Féin to the substance of Irish political life. Fine
someday soon going into coalitionwith it. gjectoral organiser and in establishing Gael mightwant Trimble’s Unionist Party.
Republican Courtsinthe North, Armagh- Ireland needs Paisley’s DUP.

The other Ahern’s [Dermot Ahern, Irish P

' man Eamon Donnelly, went South to join ;

Foreign Minister] waltz around the daisies rianna Fail but unﬁke MacEntee Jand 5 There is no prospect whatsoever of
' r

L , otestant working class voters ever
of coalition is really a coward's way of not - ajken, only so as to continue to represent; . . ting f gs_ Féin or Ei
dealing with the political substance of : : joning or voting for sinn =ein or Fanna
Sinn Féin. For af s F"Ithe disenfranchised of the fourth greenc4ii That is an enduring impossibility.

nn men. Foraewyears Now Hanna - allfield. until his death (in 1943 or so, | There is no immediate likelihood of them
has had two choices with regard to S'”nthink) he made de Valera’s life a misery

Féin; either to take it on in its substantial it constant aqitation for Fianna Eail to joining or voting for all-Ireland Labour,
aspect as an all-Ireland party, with the o 4anise in the ﬂlorth and legislate for the but it is in no way such an enduring
9 g impossibility. Old traditions of trade union

prospect of winning to become Fianna pjj 1 accept northern representatives. g ;
Fail the Really Republican party, or of p p affiliation which the NILP squandered

surrendering its own shadow to the  ponneiiy's correspondence with six and the SDLP was impervious to may just
substance of Sinn Féinin a coalition which ¢ i nationalist representatives oviden.Provide a way back to the working class
can only end in the end of Fianna Fail. For political diversity which still existed (if

s, X ces a constant aspiration to, if not exactly 5 1y parelv) thirtv-odd vears ado
the moment Bertie’s bouncing bounders 4 ngerground tradition of, Fianna Fail Y y) thirty-oddy go-
would seemto have chosentoenditall. Ahj, the North.

Having said that about Sinn Féin and
Fianna Fail, | must say thatitis an element

Somewhat further along the line it can

well, perhaps they'll reconsider. Unless That's where the political fluidity to
they really are suicidally stupid they will ~ When Sinn Féin in the eighties Wh'c,h Pat Rabbitte referred comes in.
reconsider. abandoned the sentiment of its abstention-1 Nat's where an enormous amount of work

over however many years comes in. And
that is as they say what makes the game of

An electoral contest in the North ISMittappedintothataspirationandinso
between Sinn Féin and Fianna Fail would 90ing found a ready-made constltuencyét
be a very close run thing of very great that both spanned and superseded the-
significance. It would, in the time- sentimental republican and practical
honoured phrase, change the face of IrisH1ationalist wings of Northern Catholic PostScrieT.
politics. politics. Thereisanelementof SinnFéin's  The online version of th&unday
vote which is a salute to its war record, Business Posin October 31st, inan article
and it will hold that element of its vote by Pat Leahy, reported that:—

Joe Keenan

There is an idea about, mainly in the
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“Fianna Fail has decided to admit or local branch. de facte—the British constitution.

members from the North for the first “Several senior party sources haye Unionist themselves have closed the Brit-

time inits history, paving the way for the indicated that they believe that a large jsh Road. As a consequence, “Unionist”

party to organise inthe North or establish ~ number of SDLP members, includirjg policy is barely Unionist at all. Itamounts

a strategic alliance with the SDLP. public representatives, wish to join to supporting communal politics within
“The party’s National Executive Fianna Falil. “If we organise there, well Stormont, with the Brits paying

meeting in Dublin last Thursday get a lot of SDLP members,” said ofe ' )

amended the party’s rules to open up  senior Fianna Fail source. “To He On the Nat|onalls_,t side, many SDLP

membership in the North, a departure  honestwe think the vast bulk of te VOers are contentwith the position of the

seen as amilestone by many inthe party.  SDLP’s membership would come toud.” Catholic middle class, in particular, within

Previously, people in the North who The significance of that can’t really He the UK. And Sinn Fein shed tears at the

wished to join Fianna Fail could only be brought to mind until the SDLP leadersHip loss of Stormont

classed as ‘registered supporters’. has delivered itself of a considered rés- ThatProtestantversus Catholic politics
“Under the amended regulationsthey nonse, or cried its eyes out, in thish | IS incapable of any evolution is the core

C?E be (;]Iassed as ‘indivi?ual members’, News Then or thereabouts this magazineproblem.
although they cannotyetformacumann, ., . -
ghthey y will comment appropriately. NORTHERN |RELANDERS Vs

GOVERNMENTAL PoLiTics .
However, another important division
is being to emerge, and it is not quite as
straightforward as Prods vs Taigs.
Increasingly, there is a division between
Northern Irelanders and those who want
to developGovernmental politics. Of

“State Funded Sectarianism ANd e socalled “major parties (parties who
Pandering To Paramilitarism!” have never formed a Govt at the level of

State) only Sinn Fein are evolving towards
Governmental Politics.

| would be someone with no time for
Sinn Fein’s social policy—its social policy
is always secondary to its Nationalism. It
| want to talk today about the corrosive ency has been one of Northern Ireland’'swas socialist in the early 30’s, Fascist in

REPORT

Cllr Mark Langhammer
(Labour Party)

Speech to the conferendaterpreting ongoing crises in the Northern Ireland
peace process: Civil Society Dimensiams30th September 2004 at the
Queens University School of Politics and International Studies.

effecton civil society that the state funding principal killing fields. the 40s, Corporatistin the 50s, Communist
of communal politics has had in the post in the 60s, Vocationalist in the 70s, back
Agreement period. | should, however, FIrsT Basics: to socialist in the 80s to woo the Ken

introduce myself first. I've been a The first basics of political life here is Livingstones of this worls, and they are
community activist, a Labour represent- that there is a settled will on the part of now in a Thatcherite phase, supporting
ative and an elected councillor in New- both the British political establishment theReform and Regeneratorinitiative

townabbey for the past 20 years. and, to a lesser degree, its Irish counter-and actively implementing the Private

I’'m very proud to have played a role, part, to keep Northern Ireland ‘at arm’s Finance Initiatives.
in the pas three years, in establishing thdength’. The British ‘arm’s length’ policy However, Sinn Fein were serious and
Labour Party (Irish Labour Party) in dates from the home rule crisis of 1912- proprietorial about the Stormont
Northern Ireland, and consider that to be al4, and it this policy which has seen theinstitutions. They took most of the few
political achievement of some signifi- machinery of a separate “Government ofhard decisions taken in the latest failed
cance. With Pat Rabbitte TD due in Northern Ireland” kept in place whether a version of Stormont—on acute hospitals
Belfast next month to undertake the formal devolved administration is in place or not. and on school selection. They take a long
launch ofthe Labour Party, itisan achieve-The Irish arms length instinct probably view. And it is likely that Sinn Fein will
ment which may be more important in 20 dates fromthe 1974 Monaghan and Dublinbe in Government in the Republic within
years time than it appears today. It is, inbombings. This arms length policy has 10 years, if not before.
effect, the fledgling development of been difficult to shift, leaving Northern All the others, DUP, UUP, Alliance
governmental politics, and | will say more Ireland a semi detached entity to stew inand SDLP are Northern Irelanders, wedded
on this later. its own juices—Ileaving politics as to the treacle of communal politics.

I am in favour of the Peace Process,Protestant Versus Catholic. The divisions demonstrated at Leeds
but consider the Good Friday/Belfast  There is no internal dynamic to NI Castle have shown this. Sinn Fein seek
Agreement to be a very poor political politics. With“Prods Vs Taigs"the only ~ maximum fluidity in the institutions, to
return for the process. Indeed, that wefunctional division, there is no internal enable an island wide Governmental
have to call this the Good Friday-stroke- dynamic to Northern Ireland politics. politics to develop. The DUP seek to
Belfast Agreement—like Derry/stroke/ “Prodsvs Taigsisincapable ofevolution, develop Stormont into a blocking device,
Londonderry, says it all. except towards bloodshed. an instrument to internalise the solution to

| am in favour of devolution, localism And politics is only barely Unionist Northern Ireland.
and the maximum degree of subsidiarity versus Nationalist.
in decision making, but am against the  On the Unionist side, there are no THE AGREEMENT.
devolution of any power to a single entity Unionists left. All Unionist parties have The distinctive characteristics of the
at Stormont, which | consider a wholly rejected the normal politics of the Union. Agreement, i.e., those essentials which
destructive and dangerous institution. In They've rejected Labour, rejected Conser-allowed it to be agreed in the first place,
the post Agreement period, my constitu- vative, rejected British politics rejected— were threefold.
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Firstly, the provision through fascinating spatial studies to map a lot of setting up of the Assembly, the salaries,
‘confessional’ designations of two this), we live in a more segregated, the office costs, the wives and spouses
autonomous electorates whose partiesdlemarcated, ghettoized and polarisedwho worked as MLA assistants and the
must be represented in Government as oBociety than we did ten years ago. IndeedCT systems for MLAs. Scandalous!
right. It might have been more honest to we are more segregated than atanytimein How this works out on the ground is
follow this logic through to the natural history. Worse than the 1920’s, worse instructive. A few years ago, when
conclusion of creating separate electoralthan the 1930’s, worse than the 1970’s.Stormont was going, | had to attend two
rolls for the three designated groups, butWorse than any time, ever! tenants association meetings in my
there you go. Butis this surprising? The Good Friday constituency inthe same evening, oneina

Secondly, the provision that Northern Agreement has formalised the ‘twotribes’ largely Protestant estate, the other in a
Ireland Governmental Departments areview of society as never before. It is a largely Catholic estate. In the first, the
‘party fiefdoms’, essentially independent form of institutionalised sectarianiggar  issue wasWhy are the Taigs getting an
of the Assembly. The First Minister (or excellence option of Gas Fired Heating and we’re
Ministers) were not head of a Cabinet. only getting an Oil Fired option”In the
Indeed, the fact that there was no STATE FUNDING SECTARIANISM:  second meeting, the issue was the reverse
Government, only Ministries, was what = ONne aspectof the Agreement packagéqyhy are them Snouts (Protestants)
allowed the DUP to participate. is the generous state funding of sectariaryetiing three foot board fencing when

Thirdly the provision, known as Politics through the Assembly. The 108 \yq e oniy getting two foot picket fencing”
“parallel consent”, that measures adopted“ILAS is deliberate overk|ll_—a|m“ed at You couldn’t make it up. A sense of
require a threshold of support amongst the9etiNg Loyalist representatives “in the e ance is manufactured from nothing,
representatives in the Unionist and €Nt"—the equivalent of some 4000 MPSs q stoked up by representatives keen the
Nationalist electoral blocs but no threshold &t Westminster. With their £70,000 plus «gaq» their people. No issue is too small
of supportwhatsoever in the “Other” bloc. MLA pack?ges,throyt’Jgh party office grants o yriyial for communal politics to find an
This is the thing that makes the Alliance @nd party “research” grants, thereis directy e
and Womens Coalition vote worthless. financial interest to subsidize an array of - “Apq | am immovably of the view that,

Cabinet government, with or withouta P€CPI€ paid to represertheir side with regard to local sectarian politics, the

weighted majority may be desirabletothe 1 NiS has had a number of consequen-q|q 4qage holds true, thttess is more”.
DUP or the Alliance Party, but it would C€S: There is a rich local newspaper

also be a complete abrogation of the tradition in _Northern Irel_and. Most of _ FIR_ST DUTY: “ TO DO NO HARM "
Agreement. The sectarian discrimination these are driven by advertising, and bou_ght It is the first duty of the_tV\_/o GO\_/ern-
at the heart of the Agreement is not g forthe photos of all mannerofcommu_nlty ments |_st(_)“do no harm” Cajoling, bribing,
‘design fault—it's the conscious design. events: school fetes, Womens Instltutear_m tWIStIng towards another Aseembly
And a system better suited to stimulate reports, pages and pages of sports, pe_rh_apalll only increase _the capa_(:lty of
communal politics is hard to envisage. & Page On the stuff the local Council is communal protagonists and increase
doing. These papers have been transsectarian tension and enmity communal.
formed. They contain page after page ofAnd this “benign apartheid” flows
SINCE THE AGREEMENT. sectarian bile, mainly from state paid throughout Government and society.
This confessional Agreement has ha_dcom_mu_nal protagonists rep_resent_ing Human (group) Rights When |
consequences on the ground—in civil “the|_r” side. State funded politicos with presented a solid case to the Human Rights
society. Since the Agreement, there hasnothing to do other than play the communal Commission to contest the Assembly’s
been an explesmn in what | would call zero sum ga_lme.The Pro_ds are getting discriminatory voting system, the Com-
‘dog leg’ _actlwty. _Through flags, murals this, the Taigs are gettmg that”eage _mission (itself a child of the Good Friday
and bunting, territory has _been ‘marked after page after page (_)f this sectarian d'et'Agreement) wasn'tinterested. And recent
out’ as belonging to one side or another.And this has a corrosive effect.
The Housing Executive, and other  Civil servants will openly tell you that
egen_cies_, report_ an increase in h_ousing_he MLAs and their machin_es_ are forever apartheid style “group rights” perspective
intimidations. A litany of pipe bor_nbmgs, firing Questions at the administration. In __, perspective which last enjoyed an
attacks on schools, attecks on \/_lllage andnany_ cases the sole purpose of theouting in apartheid South Africa..
Orange Halls and the like contribute to a Question is to act as the basis for a press
daily tightening of sectarian demarcation. statement. In some cases the Press C€nsus In the recent census, nearly
Engineered confrontations are hosted at éStatements lands at the local newspapefo% designated themselves as neither
growing number of interfaces. In my before the Question arrives on the Protestant, nor Catholic. Butthatcouldn't
constituency, sectarian gangs travel almosPermanent Secretary’s desk! And all Stand, could it? By applying unexplained
a mile along a railway line to confront because the state has state funded th&€condary mechanisms this 15% was
each other at an ‘interface’. There are capacity of communal parties ability to Whittled down so that all but 3% were
interfaces in the middle of public parks, generate this nonsense. allocated to either Protestant or Catholic
hundreds of yards from the nearest house, In the area where | work, Vocational c@MPS—never mindwhatthey themselves
even on railway lines! And the marching Education, there was massive moneyStated!
issue provides ample opportunity formore pumped into ICT Learning Centres forthe  In education supply of integrated
territorial staking out. As | say, like adog disadvantaged in England, Wales andplaces nowhere nears meets demand. In
pissing round its territory. Scotland through the Capital Modernis- housing, increased demand for integrated
By any standard or measurement (andation Fund. Gordon Brown ring fenced public housing is failing to roll back
people like Brendan Murtagh of Queen’s this money for the disadvantaged. Whereincreased segregation on the ground. In
University and Peter Shirlow of the did Northern Ireland’s CMF money go. employment, “group rights” haslong been
University of Ulster have undertaken Not to the disadvantaged, but to feed theestablished. From international statute,
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events show the Commission under
pressure to move, even more, towards an



right throughout the administration, we than collective oparticipatory fora. and last week Ruud Van Nistelroy won
have legislated for a segregated, apartheid In most predominantly Protestant the game for Manchester United with a
society. districts today, most of the “social cement” penalty. Butif Ruud Van Nistleroy missed
is provided by, or within the sphere of nine penalties out of nine for Manchester
HoLy CROSS—THE HIGHEST influence of Churches. The Boys and United, would he still be Alex Ferguson’s
EXPRESSION OF THE AGREEMENT Girls Brigades, the Scouts, the Mother spot kick taker? We all know the answer
And then we look at grass roots level. and Toddlers groups, Senior Citizens lunchto that one.
Inmy constituency the last few years haveclubs, bowls clubs and tea dances are We just need to wake up and smell the
the Red Hand Commando and other bigotstypically run by Churches or in Church coffee—Stormont doesn’t work! Never
have organised a demonstration againspremises. In sporting life the Old Boys (ie has, never will.
the Catholic Cemetery Sunday “Blessing former Boys Brigades) league and  The short facts are that there’s no
of Graves” ceremony at Carnmoney Churches League arrangements in socceneed, and no demand for another Assem-
Cemetery. This year was quiet, but theare replicated across a number of sportsbly. I'm a busy politician at local council
few years before that were raw, primitive, In many districts over the past twenty level. | get constituency complaints about
brutal ‘in your facé and moronic. But years, Churches have acted as intermediaall manner of things—from housing to
was it an aberration? | believe that riesfor Governmenttraining schemes suchbenefits, from consumer affairs to neigh-
Carnmoney, like Holy Cross and Harry- as Action for Community Employment bour disputes, thousands in the course of
ville, was an inevitable outworking of the (ACE), the Job Training Programme, com- any given year. But not one person has
politics of Good Friday. Carnmoney, far munity Jobclubs, Worktrack and so on. raised the need for Stormont. Ever! It's
from an aberratior_1, was the highest Yet the approach of Government, and not wanted. It's r,10t needed. It passed no
expression—the logical outcome—ofthe ¢y £ropean Union in the distribution '2Ws that wouldn’t have been passed by a
Good Friday Agreement. ___ofpeace monies deliberately engages, nol irect Ru_le Minister. And_, given |t? head,
__Andthen, having elevated sectarianism, yne hasis of representative leadershigt s onlY likely to be reactionary. It's sole
into a system of Government, we feign nic favours local democratic politics Significant contribution has beeninraising
surprise at Holy Cross. We getshocked at, 4 church) but through “participatory” Political temperature needlessly, stimulat-
Harryville. -We condemn Carmoney. . upqqm yp” initiatives (which favours 1N communal antagonism and stoking up
We need to getreal. It's simple cause an aramilitarism). sectarian enmity.
effect. You can'tturn on akettle andthen ™ oo iyt really time to do this aspect | 1he 1ast thing Northern Ireland needs
blame the water for boiling over! justice today, but the approach of IS another Assembl§When you're in a

Omver Brisery:  GOVErnment is deeply misguided, and hole, stop digging It's time to stop
The other bribery contained within the feeds the cynicism within the Protestant 4199Ing.
Agreement settlement have been acommunity that gangsters and sectarian
- p ilitarias th r i ecial favoured status.
determination to “keep the paramilitaries thugs are subjecttosp | hope | haven't depressed you all. I'd

onside”—mainly on the Loyalist side, as 1he sight of successive Secretaries of. ' :
Loyalist paramilitaries are not really Stateentertain sectariangangsters has hallicé: finally, to say something of several

involved (at least on the UDA side) in @ corrosive effect on degent Ieadershipsg%?g C;Toesr;s flrr;r;hethzﬁll?gé dssct’g?lfsg)r?:t
politics. There are broadly two poles, or within Protestant civil society. And, from least the Government ioint statements
two “spheres of influence” in Protestant & Position where Paisley was jeered out Ofwhich finished“We are Jdetermined o
working class life, the Churches and the the Kings Hall in 1998 by paramilitaries, """~ ™ " Agreement cannot be
Paramilitaries. Everything, post Agree- this corrosive bribery is part of the reason reached wheﬁ. .it is clear it should be. we
ment, has been done to bolster theWhy the DUP has been buoyantin recent 5, """ tteront way to move this
paramilitary sphere. And, with the two Y€ars. 5 < ., process forward.”

main civilising influences within the O WE NEED STORMONT ; )
LoVl communiy e Labous  Afer all s, spparen. what e Thoughou swilerocessen
movement and the Churches—both intrgently need, is the restoration of a . "o oorecs can be made—when it
decline, the omens are not good. Stormont Assembly. That, apparently, =\ g t(f thg “parties” the “process” gets

In grass roots social and community Would “move the Agreement process

- caked in treacle. If the two Governments
i i e Seivi iaty” in  forward’. Am I the only one unconvinced?. .
life there is a less active “civil society” in y take centre stage, and assume responsib-

Goob SGNs:

Protestantareas thanin Catholic districts—  Stormont doesn’t work: Since . - :
that is, the layer of collective activity in Stormont was prorogued in 1972, every . that will be a good thing.
Tenants Associations, Credit Unions, solution proposed has been predicated on The RPA:

single issue campaigning groups, culturalthe restoration, in some form or other, of  The other good sign is in the Review of
activity, publishing, community arts and & Stormont Parliament. Yet Stormont pypjic Administration, with the prospect
the like - all below the level of politics, but failed in 1972. Then Whitelaw’s power of a smaller number of more powerful
nonetheless feeding successful activeSharing Executive ran out of power in councils as one of the outcomes. The
politics. Leadership is not found, within 1974. Rees’ Convention failed to convenerade off will be political fairness (in the
the Protestant community, in self in 1975. Prior's 1982 rolling devolution form of some form of proportionality) in
organising or issue based community rolledoutandrolled upin1986. The 1996 retyrn for more powers. The sting will be
activity. Civil society, outside of the Forum moved away from Stormont but grawn from politicking over positions.
Churches, barely exists (unless one count§@iled nonetheless. And the latest These Councils will have sufficient critical
paramilitary drinking clubs). It is that “confessional” Assembly has failed four mass to act as an important grounding for
aspect that suggests tiapresentative  times since 1998. By my countthat's nine pojitics. And they will be “workaday”
forms of organisation are more likely to failures out of nine in thirty years. institutions. And, particularly in border
be successful in Protestant Ulster, rather I'M @ Tottenham Hotspur supporter, greas, the potential for cross border
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collaboration in range of areas will
significant.

e More On The Irish Times

Some 581 councillors will reduce {o

less than 200. Taken together with {he

“loss” of 108 MLAs, that willbe amassi

blow to the capacity of local commungl
politics. And that is, unambiguously,|a

very good thing.

So, there are positive signs. If the tyvo
Governments take centre stage, if we a\oi
Stormont, and embed a new Council
system, those will be real signs of progrgss

Although political punditry is usuall

best avoided, it seems likely that the

Westminster election sometime nexty

will alter radically the balance of powefs

between the local parties, such tha
realignmentin Irish politics, dynamic is
possibility. The political dynamic i
moving towards an island wide (n
necessarily Nationalist) consensus.
My guess is that more people, perh
less sointherelatively apolitical Protest
community than in the Catholic con
munity, will start to develop an interest
Governmental politics. And then, with
Governmental politics gaining a footho
in political argument, the game will st3
to become interesting. Politics, for
long frozen in sectarian forms, can lo
forward to a thaw, and to the interesti
mess of who governs and in who's intere

Gageby And McDowell

What makes one leader a success anevas better than other editors; that he
another afailure? Napoleon was supposedaurrounded himself with able people such
to have preferred lucky generals to as Donal Foley who in turn recruited
_dcompetent ones. | suspect that he meantalented journalists including many women

that the really successful leaders creatgournalists.

the illusion of ‘luck’ by being able to
prevent crises rather than having to deal
with them albeitin a competent fashion. It ) ) ] )
is very often the case that a competent | The Irlsh Timesitself would I|ke_ to
number two, who assumes a leadershighinK that it adapted to changes in the
[ aposition, finds that the effortlessness of 1960s b(_atter than other newsp_apers. In its
a his predecessor was an illusion and thafmore lucid moments_lt even claims to have
the job was not quite as easy as he hadPushed out the frontiers.
pt thought. All of the above may be true, but is not

) ) ) the whole truth. Thdrish Timeshad a
ps  Itis much easier to recognise SUCCeSS,ommercial interest in change. Its tradi-
ntthan to explain it. There is no doubt that yjo 5| protestant readership was in decline
- Douglas Gageby was a ‘lucky’ Editor of 5nq it could hardly detach readers from

n The Irish Times. In his first period in the qiinar thelndependentby being more
job (1963 to 1974) he doubled the sales of-atholic or thePress by being more

d the paper and in his ‘second coming’ nationalist, so it had to find a new
rt (1977 to 1985), he reversed the slide thatconstituency.

50 occurred during Fergus Pyle’s tenure
DK (1974 to 1977).

n
st

Talent, of course, helps but is rarely
enough.

ar

o

It is a myth that Ireland was a closed
introspective society before the 1960s. The
It is not easy to explain Gageby’s fall of China in 1949 was felt keenly by

Thank you.

'success.ThesimpleexplanationisthatheCathoIic Nationalist Ireland. Irish

Letter to Editor

Captain Kelly’s Detractors

In the articleCaptain Kelly: Post-
humous RevengeAngela Clifford
mentions Liam O Comain, (whose we
autobiography is calledlemoirs And
Thoughts. O Comain seems eager

agree with the smearing of Captain Jame

Kelly by former OC (Officer Command

ing, IRA) Johnnie White and former 10

publishers ofstarry Ploughand inmany onanall-Ireland basis. Sinn Féinis capable
ways stilla ‘splinter’ group of the Stickies) of doing the things the WPI and IRSP
probably agree. The ‘Provisional could only fantasise about.
Alliance’ (according to the Officials’ Thisideological fantasy-trip is the major
strange designation of the early 1970s) inreason (apart from Johnnie White's macho
its personnel was not especially “right self-image) why the Official IRA killed
wing”. Insofar as the Hannaway and Ranger Best. It also explains why their
b- Shannon families (main founders of the response to the working class women who
Provisionals in Belfast) were concerned went to their offices to complain about the
their ‘politics’ were geographically, soto shooting, was to describe them as
Sspeak, fairly sharply Left (Labourite as “slobbering liberals”. In a sense it is
opposedto fancy stuff like the ideological satisfying that these people are reduced to
gibberish introduced by Anthony scandalising the name of Captain Kelly.
Coughlan and Roy Johnston). They are on the proper side in this campaign:

to

(Intelligence Officer) Peter Collins (of
the Derry Brigade [Official] IRA). Inthe
interview with The Starry Plough
(formerly their ‘own’ paper) White and
Collins claimed that, in 1969, the Dublin
Government wanted to physicalBlim- membership of) the ‘Common Market’
inate” the Left in the Republican for essentially Soviet strategic reasons.
Movement, and that Captain Kelly offered (The Provisonals also opposed the EEC
them £50,000 to do the job. This would for essentially the same reason, until they
have led to the formation of sight wing  actually applied some thought to the
and Catholic leadership that would have matter, and gave it guarded support.) The
been willing to dance to the tune of the self-conscious left-wingery indulged in
Dublin regime”. by elements in the Stickies and the Erps

The implication of this interview is (the IRSP’s nickname; Divis Flats were
that the“Dublin regime” got its way knownin the mid-1970s as ‘Planet of the
without any assassinations. This is Erps’) looks a bit sick now that Sinn Féin
something with which the IRSP (now is an effective party of the working class
14

The Coughlan / Johnston / CPGB the wrong side.
(Communist Party of GB) infusion led
Official SF, and its various aliases, to
oppose entry into (then continued

Sean McGouran

Nearly one thousand
have now signed the
Petition to clear Captain
Kelly's name.

You can do so

and obtain information about]
his life and work on the
dedicated website at:

www.captkelly.org



http://www.captkelly.org/

missionaries had a presence throughouin partattributed tothe resourcesitdevoted But it was not just Pyle. McDowell
Africa, Asia and Latin America. And to the North. decided to appoint Peter O’ Hara as
apparently theskibbereen Eagl&ept a But Pyle’s Northern Ireland reports Managing Director in 1975. O'Hara was
close eye on Moscow. But in the 1960s appear to have been quite Iong-winded.origi”a”y one of the Board of Governors
Ireland ceased to just influence the world, Thare was a famous quote from a UnionistOf The Irish Times Trust Ltd. It appears
the world began to influence it. The politician of the time who saidll prefer that he introduced a crude regime of
opening up of the economy to foreign y5nsardto Pyle. I's much shorter!” cutbacks which hastened the downward
capital encc;‘uraged consuln:)eristI Va'“es'(Business and Finances, 11.7.74) spiral in the circulation figures.
However, this economic liberalisation : P ; ’ + Pyla
would have had limited effect if the gg\::)l?ea:jna?:))r;goa\llct(l)(;:jeresp?gr?tmﬁz EXAZ Whatever claira The Irish Timebad
spiritual centre of Catholic Ireland was ¢ gi|| Craig t;y Captain O’ Neill. toliberalismin the first period of Gageby’s
not in crisis. Vatican 2, which was a editorship, Kerrigan says that under Pyle
response to problems elsewhere, cut the Tha most obvious choice to succeedth€ Paper experienced aretrenchment. On
ground from underneath Irish culture. It Gageby was Donal Foley who had beenthe northits position was that the violence
exposed the weakness of areligious culturg,o retiring Editor's right hand man for W&s caused by mindless thugs. When the
with its source outside the society. many years. Kerrigan says the following Peace People pheno_me_non emerged in
- concerning Pyle’s appointment: 1976theywere enthu5|ast|callysup_ported.
Perhaps the most destabilising element “What, in the liberallrish Times Pyle organised a booze-up betwégsh
was the outbreak of war in Northern seemed ’an almost heretical suspicion Timegournalists and the Peace People in
Ireland. All the evidence (e.g. The Arms began to grow among the journalists 'Hunters Lounge near Leinster House.
Trial) suggests that this caughtthe political both Catholic and Protestant '
establishment in the South completely “Could it be that Foley wés denied
unawares. The brittleness of the official the job because he was a Catholic?

‘One Nation® ideology was cruelly Despite all the changes in the paper

exposed. might the old sectarianism be alive atthe
heart of the paper which had presented
itself as the champion of liberalism?”

In his obituary of Douglas Gageby,
Conor Brady gave the impression (inten-
tional or otherwise) that Pyle’s editorship
was more liberal than Gageby’s (The Irish
Times 28.6.04). Brady revealed that
Gageby had said to him that he would not
have published the series of articles
alleging Garda brutality by the ‘Heavy

It was in this era of flux that Gageby
became Editor ofhe Irish Timesltis not
surprising that the newspaper with the —\yasever about the truth of this, Pyle , :
most tenuous roots in the society should the first Edit inted foll " Gang'. But Kerrigan gives a completely
be the one best adapted to change. It haﬁvqas e ire tor appoInted TOTOWING  yicto rent perspective on the publication of
the least 1o | 4 th £ 1 " “the establishment of The Irish T|mesTrustth. ies in 1977

€ least 1o los€ an € most fo 9an. 4 g position in relation to the Board IS Series n :
Foreign journalists such as Mary Maher of Directors of The Irish Times Ltd, and
could look at the society with fresh eyes Major McDowell would have Been

and reflect interestingly on matters that ., ) 001y different to that of Gageby's.
escaped the notice of native ]ournahstsGageby was a joint managing director of

Thelrish Timeshad become dull and
was losing circulation. Pyle was beginning
tolose the respect of his staff. Although he

because they were so obvious. The Irish Times Ltd (1959 to 1963) before wzfe ai\r/]v\;alergtitg?itrr:shalgmaet;sojggrg?Ig;srda
Gageby was only in his mid fifties he became Editor. Hewasalsoasubstantiagruta"t he gdidngt havge the explosive
9geby y shareholder. He had been Tine Irish y p

when he decided to retire in 1974. The
windfall of £325,000, which he received
following the sale of his shares, meant that
he didn't need to work. But it is still
difficult to understand why he resigned.

details until two days before publication.
His response was to demand that the
journalistic sources for the story sign sworn
fidavits. Kerrigan says that the staff's
esponse was to suggest contemptuously

Timesbefore McDowell and it was only

following the sale of John Arnott’s shares
in the late nineteen sixties that McDowell
had the same amount of shares as Gageb
(20% each). So the relationship between

o McDowell and Gageby was not a boss/ 3t he employ lawyers instead of jour-
The most substantial article I've seen subordinate one nalists to write his stories. Pyle had lost all

onThe Irish Timess one by Gene Kerrigan authority. The publication of the story

in the December 1979 issue Miagill. ; reflected an abdication by the Editor rather
. e ) Pyle on the other hand was not his own

The title of the article is:The Life And man. He was there to do as he was told. Aéhan approval.

:dr:assh ;It—én:jr?nin ggggﬂg‘?jrgzg?%;an d{\jaders of this magazine will know, Major Understandably but unjustifiably, in
WOI’gS there ?S verv little about either cDowell was the dominant influence in later years Pyle took some hesitant pride

k; The Iri h'I)'/' It i his appointment (see July 200dsh  that the story was published and might
Gageby ofThe lrish Timeslt is not easy Political Review. It also appears that he have done some good.

itgsﬁteuq%;atgu?'??g \52? Iinn?‘g/rlr?]l;?ilvgrotrr:e was there to make sure that the journalists o .
: y of The Irish Times Ltd did whatthey were  But within a few months of ‘his

Gageby’s successor Fergus Pyle. told. triumph’ Pyle was forced to resign.
Pyle was not a ‘lucky’ Editor. His Kerrigan implies that the Board of
editorship coincided with the recession  Kerrigan says thatlengthy memos were Directors were responding to the journal-
following the oil crisis in 1973. He left issued to staff outlining how each story iStS, but I suspect that they were merely
just before the economy recovered. was to be covered. Unlike Gageby whoﬁ:mwmlg th‘l?h Jourlnallsts IfnduP|g|e’
. i _ 1 emselves. The real reason for Pyle’s
. hTIaIent, of course, is rarely enough, but E’?/?e awﬁizlﬁelvr\], ?n{‘f,“%e ;negn E’,'%geOfffc',Cre’ resignation was pressure from the banks
It helps. privacy. (the London Times obituary of Gageby
Pyle’'s appointment was surprising and confirms this view, 7.7.04).
was not popular among the staff. There ) onqihy editorial meetings replaced
was nothing in his career which indicated {,o snappy twenty minute affairs of the The newspaper made a £100,000 loss
his suitability. However, he was the Gagepy era. Often the newspaper missed 1974 and the losses continued in 1975
journalistreporting from Northern Ireland production and distribution deadlines and 1976. Towards the end of Pyle’s tenure
before and after it erupted. The news- resulting in a loss of readers outside thethe loan from the Bank of Ireland had
paper’s success in the early seventies wag,, jin area. escalated to £2.5 million.
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Pyle’s resignation as Editor automati- McDowell's commercial acumenin 1974 interesting thatthe speaker doesn’twonder
cally resulted in his resignation from the it must have had second thoughts by 1977whether he is a good businessman or a bad
Board of Directors, but significantly The newspaper was on the verge ofbusinessman, but whether he is a

McDowell used his powers to reappoi

nt bankruptcy and this period of decline businessman at all.

him to the Board. O’Hara, on the other coincided with McDowell’s heightened

hand, had no further involvement with the powers. It looks like the Bank made a

newspaper after his dismissal.

It is likely that the Board of Directors before 1974 was down to Gageby all along
and McDowell had limited influence over and not McDowell.
Gageby in his ‘second coming’: he was
not their man, he was the Bank’s and the

Bank was only interested in recovering
money.

Gageby’s ‘second coming’was greeted
with joy unconfined among the staff.

Elsewhere in the article there is the
reassessment and concluded that thdollowing opinion about Major Mc
substance behind the newspaper’s succesdsowell’s relationship to the newspaper:

“The Major has always tried to
preserve its British essence”.

The Sunday Times did a profile of
McDowell (18.11.01) in which there is
the following rather curious quote from a

It has never been explained e
Irish Timesitself what McDowell’s role
fellow member of McDowell’s Kildare was. Nor.has it ever been e).(plamed why
Street Club: he was given such extraordinary powers

“He looks like a man of affairs: he @and retained them for so long after he had

talks like aman of affairs: butis he one?” disposed of his capital in the company.

its

According to Kerrigan there was dancing

in the newsroom on the return of the
conquering hero. But what Gageby
brought on his return was competence
rather than adventurousness. The pape

The term“man of affairs” is a Was he good; did he receive help; or

euphemism for a businessman (the Frenchnaybe he was just ‘lucky’?

\r/vord is “homme d'affaires’). But it is John Martin

became more commercial. £100,000
spent on promotion in Gageby’s first ye
after his sabbatical. Stories were writt
to facilitate sales of the paper. Inan atte
to expand beyond its urban market th
was a series on rural issues. The p
quickly returned to profitability. Gageb
had not let the Banks down.

By 1985 Gageby was a wealthy ma
his late sixties. However, it may not b
complete co-incidence that his retirem
was in the same year as the repayme
the bank loan. From 1985 onwards
Board of Directors and McDowell woul

have been in a stronger position to asser

their authority.

The period from 1974 to 1979 th
Kerrigan wrote about is interesting, b
not as interesting as the previous five y
period. In August 1969 the Britis
Ambassador wrote his notoriouaHite
nigger lettet indicating that McDowell
wished to place the newspaper un
British State influence. In 1974 we kno
that McDowell became the domina
influence in the paper. Three of the oth

‘Pre Trust owners’ had resigned (the Republic.)

Walkers and George Hetherington) a
the remaining one, Douglas Gageby, 1
resigned as Editor and retired from t
Board of Directors the following year.

McDowell was left with a free hand.

But why was he given such extraording
powers in 1974? Thé&ish Timeshad

achieved commercial success by then anqDeputy Prime Minister and now Minister

itwould be understandable for the BanK
give the credit to McDowell, the Chig
Executive from 1962. Butwhy institutior
alise his powersinthe Company’s Articl
of Association and make it almost impo
sible to get rid of him? And then there
the secret ‘Oath’ contained in tho
Articles. The above elements cannot
explained by commercial consideratior]

as
r
n
pt
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per

Irish Establishment
Steals The Presidency

At12.30 pmon Friday, 1st October,in ~ Notable by their absence from this

he Custom House in Dublin, Mary cosy ceremony were Sinn Féin and the

cAleese was, as she (a lawyer) put it, Greens, presumably the former were not
‘elected’ President of Ireland (again, as eveninvited. These two parties constitute,
he put it, rather thatlachtaran na along with the large number of independ-
Eireann. There was no election in the ents, a ‘Technical Group’ (for
country supposedly because there was n@arliamentary purposes) in the Déil. The
t viable candidate to oppose the sittingtenant.abour Party stood aloof from the
t of Aras an Uachtrain. Mary McAleese, ‘Technical Group’ and insisted that it was
arhad been prepared to fight an election, andhe third element in the Dail, though it has

had an ‘election team’ which consisted of fewer TDs than the others combined. The

Sean Barrett, described in thish Times  parliamentary authorities agreed with the

for Saturday, October 2, as a former FineLabour Party, in a deal to save Taoiseach
€rGael Minister, and Pat Farrell, described Ahern from the second Question Time
W in the same article as a fornisecretary  appearance whichwas customary. Despite
Nt general” of Fianna Fail. (FG and FF are that dubious deal, the Labour Party was
€rthe Establishment parties of the Irish not represented in the Custom House, nor
Other political parties did it send congratulations to President
nd represented at the Custom House (whichMcAleese.
adis government—owned and has not been _

On Saturday, 2nd October, thésh

1€ an actual custom house for a very long__ :

show me your skin-tint’) McDowell, Ihe Pre”5|dency Mr. Dalton expressed
ry Minister for (cough) Justice, and Mary “disgust” at the political parties ifthis

Harney, Fiihrerin of the PDs, Tanaiste so-called democracy”and said that he
was not aware of anyone who had been
to of Health, a position in which she may canvassed by opinion _pollsters_on t_he
- decisions). The PDs are, in essence, &lection. He said that McAleese had
i their collective (if that word is allowable offerthem”selves‘]‘or election to the people
b€ in discussing the ‘Progos’) thumb. The of Ireland”. And“l say to Fianna Fail,

beSDLP, in the persons of John Hume andFineé Gael, Labour, Progressive

in

a

nt

to

D

If the Bank ever had faith im
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congratulations to McAleese on her On You. Itis a sad day when the people
‘election’. have been denied a democratic



constitutional right by their elected were now living in dtyranny”. He also  President (Mrs. McAleese). They engaged
representatives.” echoed John Brown, claiming that in what the papers simply called
Senators, TDs and Councillors from “technical’ matters with Messrs. Finne-

; - Fianna Féil and Fine Gael were warnedgan and Coughlin. Dana also suggested to
Q{I{;cnhdeil% g;,glillgiu\:vaLZagreﬁnggijagL?,&;that_the_y would be_ expelled fro_m their Mrs. McAIeese,through Brian McCarthy,
and one Green TD, Eamon Ryan suggeste arties if _they nomlnate_d a ca_ndldate _forthat she‘yoluntarlly stand down SO that
that the Greens put up a candidate, if onlyt e election: the candidate in questionan election could take place{Alison
to get some sort of discussidabout being, presumably, Dana. O’Connor, Indo, Sat., 02.10.04).
where Ireland is going, about what kind of . O’C_onrlor 'repzorts Dana, rather wryly
country we have and about where we want Thelrish Independenfakalndo) for  saying,“l didn't get an answer to t_ha_lt
to be in the wider world(IT 02.10.04). the same day (02.10.04) gave moreone”. She, an_d herteam,_left the building
He also suggested that the Oireachta§aCkgr°“”d on Harry Rea. He is the as the po_l|t|cal Establishment were
Constitutional Review Group look into ounder, organiser (an_d probably only cqng(atulatlng thems_elveson(attheleast)
sitting Presidents nominating themselvesMember of) aninvigoratingly reactionary stitching-up the Presidency.

_though Mrs. McAleese, a former anti-feminist (and nearly everything else  1ne rish Times (Sat., 02.10.04) had
member of Fianna Fail—presumably thathashappenedsince the SecondVaticag, egitorial titledPlatform For The
nominated herself because the political ©Uncil) group. Butthe interesting thing pregigent it was a very odd piece of

establishment told her to. about the reporting of his intervention is \\yising It did not mention Rosemary
that theT andindoboth described himin - gea)10n. But Mrs. Scallon is of the essence

Another aspect of this matter is that headiines as #Cork plumber’. And  t"pic matter.  She represents a ver
there was a candidate for the Presidencinere is very little doubt that we were ¢peiantial element inpsociet in they
who was quite determined to fight an peing asked to sneer at a mere plumbegenipiic. The editorial clai)r/ns the
election. This person was ‘Dana’ jntervening in such important matters. “oul?come;’ of an election would have
(Rosemary Scallon née Brown), she stoodyjodern ‘revisionist’ journalists are forever been‘the same’—as last time, presum-

against the Establishment candidates ingsking their readersto sneerat'De Valera’s

i ; i ) ably. But, apart from any other considera-
the last presidential election and gavereland'—but Dev's Cabinets were full of iony itisaqﬁestionable );ssertion. In 1997
them a run for their money, and then wascgrpenters, former draper’s assistants a”‘%an’a and Mary McAleese were, in many

an MEP for four years. That was for the simjjar persons. But they were the bad oldy,ave putting forward the same aeneral
erstwhile Ulster / Connacht constituency packward days, weren't they? before we oi)rqt *0? vievx? oA lsesas bam %ome-
which has been done away with. This wasre-pecame an intellectual colony of \E)vhat more guarded and oliticg but the
Dana's heartland in the presidential elec-England, where even (or especially) the 1o knewg N herpo i
tion, though she did well all along the pinko-liberal ‘quality’ press is quite 2004 & rUnoff betwean hF:er o Mrs
Western seaboard, and even in theynrestrained about abusing working classscajion. all sorts of matters would have
Midlands, and in the area around Dublin. hegple and their behaviour. comeinto play. McAleese probably would

Dana got onto the listin 1997 by using Dana/Mrs. Scallon foughtonanumber have been deserted by the people \(v_ho, last
elements of the Constitution and the rules©f pt_her fronts rlght up to—'anc.i past—the time, Fook her stance on traditional
on the election of the President which hagfficial cut-off pointfor nominations (Mr_s. Cathollc_—Natlonallst values at face value.
not been utilised before. (This was due toMcAleese ough_tto have become PreS|_denDana might well have been supported_ by
all former such elections being party fights, " the dot of midday). She had nomina- the pe(_)ple th supportthe smaller parties,

tions from Senators Shane Ross and Davidor anti-Establishment reasons.

usually between FF and FG candidates. . X )
The Brown family canvassed Local NOMMS (which shows them in @ good—  the president has very little volition in

Government bodies and Dana was spon-democratic—light, as Dana’s politics must 4 she or he is required to do, which is
sored by a number of County and City P€ anathema to both of them. If for \p this editorial’s praising of Mary
Councils—mainly in the West. (The SOmewhat different reasons.) Michael \jcajeese is nonsensical. Tha,
reference to ‘the Brown family’ is due to RiNg, @ Mayo Fine Gael TD, and Finian cparacteristically, congratulates her on
the fact that in essence that is what hefMCcGrath an Independent, also leaned«yitanding a memorial service for
team consisted of in 1997 and for the PartiallytoDana. Butthey bothdemanded, g|ang's™ (sic) first World War
Euro-election. The Dublin press are sothat she should get a ‘critical mass’ of yoaq  and...the funeral service for the
lordly these days that her brother, spokes-Cther nominations before they put their gitish Queen Mother”. If Dana were
man, and presumably potential election ©WN names forward. McGrath, in parti- gjected she would have to do what the
agent, was described bylarcolumnist—  cular, was adamant, speaking toltitd's g ted representatives told her. And that
Joe Humphreys—as “John Browne”. But S€nan Maloney (Sat., 02.10.04), he madé&yjgt soon, include welcoming the Queen
the Browns are very sharp political € Proviso that there had to be nineteenq¢'ihe ynited Kingdom of Great Britain

operators, as Eamonn McCann noted inSignatures on Dana’s nomination form 5,4 Northern Ireland) to Phoenix Park.
his columnin the Irish (effectively Dublin) 2€fore he would add his own. John Brown The above matter mav even be the
seemed (according to tHedo) to be A y ev

edition ofThe Big lssugin 1997. suggesting that Ring and McGrath were crucial point in the major parties stealing
A man called Harry Rea from Cork i the bag. Mr. Brown also seemed to bethe presidency. There can really be very

city went to the High Court, over the same ¢jaiming that Labour and Green TDs and little doubt that the presidency was

few days. He was attempting to force angjanna Fail Senators were interested inStolen—and specifically—stolen from

It is also not quite accurate, in that

election for the office of President. He gigning up for Dana’s nomination. Dana. She was not able to canvass the
was attempting to get more time for Dana Local Government authorities because
to gather nominations. What tH& These people did not actually publicly they did not meet in time to endorse her

described asMr Justice Butler” (an  pack Dana. She, and herteam (herself, hefandidacy. This may have been by design:
Englishrather than an Irish legal locution) pyshand Damien Scallon and John Brown)@ fair number of TDs in an arc from
said that the correct way of nominating a then deployed other tactics. They were Donegalto Wexford mightfind themselves
presidential candidate was laid down in cjoseted with the President of the High P€ing asked ‘searching’ questions by their
the Constitution. He rejected Mr. Rea’s coyrt, Justice Joseph Finnegan, and th&onstituents and even party colleagues
application. The latter reacted very sharply yatyrning officer, Maurice Coughlin—and ©Ver the next few months.

and said that the people of the Republicgjgn McCarthy, the secretary to the Seéan McGouran
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Readers my be interested in the following exchange
which is part of a debate on théndymediawebsite

Peter Hart Responds

Peter Hart wrote on Thursday, Oct 21
2004, 9:17pm:

“I normally never respond to these
sort of attack pieces—they are in-
substantial and politically motivated and
if | made a habit of it | would be it at it
forever.

“However, since so many people |
know took the trouble to respond, for
which I'm grateful, | thought | should
make a statement.

“1.) I will not be responding to the
substantive historical points mentioned
here. They originate with Brian Murphy
and Meda Ryan, both of whose contri-
butions to Irish history | respect, and |
will respond to them (and to critics in
general) in full and in an appropriate
form. Apart from anything else, there
isn’'t space here. But in any case, why
respond to Jack Lane and Niall Meehan
on these matters when they have nothing
original to say and say it in such an
objectionable way?

“2.)Meehan and Lane—and others—
have a political agenda and probably
belong to specific Irish poltical
organisations. | do not. Nor do | have
any religious affiliations. | am not an
Irish or British unionist, nationalist or
socialist. | am not a Protestant or a
Catholic. | am a Newfoundlander and a
Canadian. As my friends can attest after
our many many conversations on world
politics, | am neither conservative nor
right-wing.

“3.) Yet, proceeding from their strong
bias, M and L assume | have some
countervailing politics or prejudice that
must have driven me to write on the Irish
revolution. This is simply false, based
on the false premise that my work is
somehow partisan.

“4.) Readers should note the method

to my many articles and two other books,
the latest being The IRA at War, 1916-
23.

“6.) To readers of this discussion: if
you want to know what | think about the
revolution, read my work for yourself—
you may be surprised to find how little
space in it Tom Barry and Kilmichael
occupy, and how much evidence is
presented on a wide range of subjects.

“7.) I am further damned by
association. With Roy Foster, with the
Ewart-Biggs award, with Newfound-
land, with Canada, with wargamers. This
of course has nothing to do with the
argument but is so blatant a smear that it
prompted most of the earlier responses.

“8.) How can anyone take such a
level of argument seriously? What
unbiased reader would accept these
insinuations and accusations as relevant?

“9.) As already noted, such methods
are not used by serious critics of my
work. | disagree with almost all their
substantive points and stand by my work
completely, but | by no means reject
criticism in general. My last book was
written as a call to debate, and rational
debate is what develops better
understanding. | have responded to many
of the points raised by Murphy and Ryan
already in print and | will do so again.

“10.) If readers are interested in
reading arelevant debate between myself
and another historian, in a few weeks
one will be posted at www. history.ac.uk/
reviews in a few weeks (sorry, don't
know exaclty when).

“11.) When the book or whatever it is
on Kilmichael and all that comes out, |
hope you all will read it and that the
debate will continue.”

used by Meehan, who apparentlyteachesNia” Meehan made the following reply to
journalism. | wrote something he thinks Peter HartoRriday, Oct222004, 1:23pm

is antithetical to the IRA’s historical
reputation so | must be anti-IRA,
therefore anti-republican, therefore anti-
nationalist and even anti-Irish, therefore
pro-British. My conclusions cannot
simply be derived from a study of the
evidence—there must be a hidden
motive.

“5.) I am accused of using evidence
selectively (as can every historian ever
of course) to further this agenda. Yet M
refers, at best, to only 2 chapters of my
1stbook (out of 13 in total) and not at all

“Dear Peter,

“1l. You say you issued a “call to
debate”. Is it directed solely at others
and not atyourself? You say you will not
respond to the substantive issues. But
why, if you are so confident about your
methodology and your evidence? A basic
principle of historical scholarship is a
willingness to debate substantive
historical issues.

“2 You say that you will respond. |

a matter of weeks, months, or possibly
even years? Perhaps you might clarify.

“3 You say you respect Dr Brian
Murphy and Meda Ryan. Ryan’s book
on Tom Barry has been in the bookshops
since December 2003. You have not
responded as far as | can see in any way
to the challenge it has posed for your
analysis.

“4 Dr Murphy has been waiting for
six years for a response to his criticism
thatyou refusedto cite relevant evidence
from one part of a document, while
quoting liberally from other parts.
Murphy’s positionis that the information
you omitted was highly relevant. It
contradicted a substantive point you were
attempting to make.

“5 While itis apparently a“smear” to
mention you in connection with Canada,
Newfoundland, wargamers, the Ewart
Biggs Prize and Roy Foster, it is
somehow legitimate for you to write
without evidence of any kind that |
“probably belong to [a] specific Irish
Political organisation”. | leave others to
judge a possible double standard. Your
suggestion is without substance, as | do
not — were | to be, it would be without
relevance to the debate over analysis of
what happened in West Cork during the
War of Independence.

“(Itmay be a slip of the pen, but when
you write that you “do not” belong to a
“specifically Irish” political
organisation, | assume you to mean you
do not belong to a political organisation
in any country.)

“6 Your analysis of my criticism of
your work is as flawed. Your suggestion
that Tom Barry and Kilmichael form
only a small part of the overall body of
work you have produced omits the fact
that it forms a major part of one book,
your first. That is only one aspect of the
debate. Ryan and Murphy have raised
other issues. | have read some of your
work, but not all. You write well, but my
criticism stands.

“7 To sum up: you say there is not
“space” here to respond. But that is one
thing about the Internet; the space is
fairly much unlimited. As Dan Quayle
said about ‘Space’: it is a big area. You
could fill some of it up here for the
benefit of your friends and critics (and
the interested neutral) on the points in
contention.

“8 However, as you confirm that you
will, at last, respond (in the near future
hopefully) my role in this matter is now
finished and | look forward to your reply
to Meda Ryan and Dr Brian Murphy on
the substantive points in contention
between you.

Yours sincerely, Niall Meehan”

hitp:64.4.53 250cgbinlinkrd? _lang=EN&iah=7bdfbd
OB el 7 1HIec08EE=10004867308hm e

congratulate you, though the timescale WM/@/M/QdW@/&w/Mrm

is still a little indeterminate. Would it be
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and he issued a statement to that effect,
making it necessary for his colleagues to
denounce him as a backslider. Perhaps

A Right To Return?

It is not often that a state turns againstthe leadership, what he stood for in the
itself, judges itself not worthy of existence, culminating years of his life was sectarian
and yearns to crawl back into the womb— hostility towards the Ulster Protestants
but that would be the condition of the Irish (the secret Catholic organisation, the
State today if its academic life were taken Hibernians, became the directing force in
to be an expression of its general life. A the apparatus of the Irish Party under his
movement has been formed to carry itleadership) and active participation in the
back where it came from. It calls itself apparats of the British State as a world
Reformbut it could be more aptly called power, including military participation.
Return On 18th September it held a
meeting on the site of the great national  Bruton was misunderstood as saying
movements of the past, the Mansionthatanindependent Irish State might have
House. It was patronised by the British been established without the use of force,
Ambassador, organised by Geoffrey which is absurd in the light of the clear
Roberts (formerly of the British British position on the matter, and this
Communist Party and now of Cork Univer- misunderstanding provoked an unexpect-
sity), and addressed by Bruce Arnold (the edly strong rebuttal in correspondence in
Englishman by birth and culture who has both the lrish Times and thelrish
been the chief columnist on tHash Independent It is more reasonable to
Independerfor thirty years), Roy Garland assume that what he meant was that an
(whose political origins are in the Loyalist independent Irish State should not have
paramilitarism of the North and who was been established, and therefore the means
involved with the'Tara” episode of the by which it was established were wrong.
late seventies), and a series of minor(That the end justifies the means is the
academics, including Emeritus Professoruniversally applied maxim of political
John A. Murphy of Cork University, who practice. Not even Tony Blair thinks that
has been associated with the vagaries okilling 100,000 Iraqi civilians was a good
“Official Republicanism” over the thinginitself.) The substance of Bruton's
decades. Itwas not attended by the leadingrgument, as a Redmondite, can only be
Protestant in the life of the State, Senatorthat Ireland got more independence than
Mansergh, whose absence was noted, andias good for it, and that it should have
was taken as an indication that he was nobeen content to be a regional structure
actually part of the Irish Protestant with domestic self-government under
community. British supervision, which is what

Redmond’'sHome Rule Bilprovided for.

But the star of the show was former
Taoiseach, John Bruton—for whom Unfortunately Redmond jumped the
Mansergh refused to act as adviser wherguninthe Autumn of 1914, and committed
he became Taoiseach unexpectedly whemationalist Ireland to a great deal of
the Labour Party, in a lunge to the right, violence in the British Army without first
ended its alliance with Fianna Fail and setting conditions, while thelome Rule
turned towards Fine Gael and the political Bill was only on the Statute Book and the
wilderness. Bruton needed a crash coursaltered political situation in Britain made
in being Irish, and was refused it. And it very unlikely that it would ever take
now, as EU Ambassador to Washington, shape as an administration in Ireland. In
and with no possibility or inclination of other words, he bought a pig in a poke,
returning to the small time, he has no which was a very unBritish thing to do.
further need to dissimulate. So he was theThis was bad for Britain in the long run,
star turn at th&®eturnConference, went and British historian, Professor Nicholas
along with the claim that the State which Mansergh, later censured Redmond for it.
he had governed oppressed its Protestant
citizens, declared that the 1916 Rising Was Bruton the first swallow of a
was unnecessary (and therefore wrong, oReturnSummer? It seems doubtful. The
course), and said that he was a Redmonditdmmediate effect of the Conference was to

disrupt revisionist harmony. John A.

He did not spell outwhat Redmondism Murphy could not bring himself to go
was. Leaving aside Redmond’s youthful along with the pretence that Protestants
political extravagance which gained him were an oppressed minority in the Republic

one should say a Recusant, because Bruce
Arnold’s denunciation takes us back over
the years to a mental world for which
secular terms are inadequate. John A., he
says in a letter in thiish Times lacks
“the more rigorous discipline of the
Protestant mind”(28th October 2004).

This seems a suitable momentto reprint

anlrish Timeseditorial on the importance

of Freemasonry in Ireland. The occasion
was the defeat of the Free State Govern-
ment on a pensions issue because some
Independents withdrew support from it:

Irish Times
18th January1929

“Freemasonry In The Free State

“The Star, ‘a national weekly devoted
to politics, economics and social affairs’,
is published in Dublin. It is the official
organ of theCumann na nGaedheal
Party and is maintained by that party’s
funds; and sincEumann nanGaedheal
is the Free State Government's political
organisation, we assume thidie Star
twinkles under the Government’s aegis.
Unless and until we are corrected,
therefore, we must suppose thiie
Star’'sreferences to the Masonic Order,
in the leading article of its current issue,
are at least a semi-official expression of
the Government’s views. The article is
an attack on the Masonic Order in the
Free State, but we must explain that it is
an indirect and qualified attackThe
Star’s main concern is with some
project—of which we know nothing—
for the establishment of ‘a Catholic
organisation of the Masonic type’. It
condemns that project on grounds of
private and public morality, and then
draws analogies from the alleged
methods of the Masonic Order. The
article pretends to be scrupulously fair
to the large company of Freemasons in
the Irish Free State. It refuses to believe
thatthey are outside the pale of Christian
salvation, and dismisses as “patently
absurd” the charge that they take part in
a blasphemous and obscene ritual. The
Masonic Order’s real offences are less
theatrical, but, perhaps more
mischievous, since, after all, devil-
worship—the thought is our own, not
The Star’'s—has no economic reactions.
‘It is impossible’, sayJhe Stay ‘not to
accept the view that one of the main
purposes and achievements of
Freemasonry in this country as in Great
Britain, has been the perpetration of
graft’. That view, it adds, ‘represents
the only hypothesis upon which the
existence and persistence of
Freemasonry amongst the classes who
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are connected with it can be explained'.
“Here again, howeverThe Star
professes a studious moderation. It
grants, in the first place, that the Free
State’s Freemasons practise ‘not crude
or criminal graft’, but ‘subtle, respectable
graft’, and, in the next place, that their
opportunities for graft have been
curtailed severely by the operation of
national self-government. ‘Public
administration in all its branches, is
directly or indirectly under Catholic
control, and a Freemason here and there
is powerless to do any harm. Every one
of them who is in a position of any
importance or influence is known and
watched. If he attempted to play any
tricks, the effort would be detected and
frustrated, and he himself would suffer
forit'. Nevertheless—suchT$e Star’s
conclusion—Freemasonry is contrary to
the national interest, injures the public,
and ‘sends to every nostril a disquieting
odour of corruption’. Perhaps we have
guoted enough. The Masonic Order, as
revealed by the quality of its membership,
its high standards of citizenship and its

magnificent benevolence, requires mo 12,000 lost days.
defence from us; arkhe Star'sattack,
a sorry compound of ignorance and
prejudice, would be negligible iThe
Star were not the official, or at lea:
semi-official, organ of the Free Stafe
Government. If, indeed, it speaks hdre
for Mr. Cosgrave’s Ministry, how doe
that Ministry reconcile its loathing fo
Masonic principles with its gratefu

* The year 2003 saw just 24 industrial
disputes compared to 192 in 1984.

SIPTU is planning to extend a small
credit union run by union volunteers to all
acceptance of Masonic services? eitS 70,000 members in the Dublin area.
Order’s substantial contributions to tje ~ The new look Jim Larkin Credit Union
two National Loans were not spurnef. was officially launched on September 7,
Some of the ‘Independent’ membels 2004, and if it proves successful, it is
whose votes now keep the Governmentiikely to be extended to other cities such as
in office are leading Freemasons. WHat cork and Galway.
will they think of The Star'sdisclosure
that, even while they are hurrying in
the division lobby, they are ‘known an
watched’? Has the strain upon the
conscience of theCumman na
nGaedheaParty become intolerable gt
last, and, when the next general electipn
arrives, will it proclaimNon tali auxilio
nec defensoribus isfls We shall wait
and see.”

“THE development of closer links
between the three main teaching unions,
which may eventually lead to a single
union representing 47,000 teachers, isto
be considered at a meeting of union
leaders next month.” (Irish Times,
31.8.2004).

Brendan Clifford | The Irish National Teachers’ Organisation

THE
CLONBANIN
COLUMN

has 20,000 members; the Association of
Secondary Teachers of Ireland 17,000
members and the Teachers’ Union of
Ireland over 10,000 members.

Despite an amount of good will for
closer links there are significant obstacles
to teacher unity, not least the ASTI.s

everybody'’s rights and the healing of
the hurts of the past.” Upfinished
Business—State Killings And The Quest
For Truth, Bill Rolston, Beyond The
Pale, publishers; 2000).

“They were waiting and watching at ten
minutes to Two when the signallers on the
left flank indicated that five motor vehicles
were approaching from the West. The first

of these came

into view almost

immediately. Commandant Moylan had
ordered that the first lorry was not to be
engaged until itreached the more Easterly
positioned Sections. His object was to
ensure, as far as possible, that all the
vehicles would be in the ambush before
firing started.” (Rebel Cork’s Fighting
Story by Pat Lynch-Anvil Press, Tralee)
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“THE terror was that England was
going to back her soldiers and police no
matter what they did. For fifteen years
they did everything they could, then
they caught on. That was 1986 and the

decision to leave the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions.

“THERE was surprise in union circles There would also have to be special
last night when it emerged that the Irish provision for the INTO’s 5,000 members
Congress of Trades Unions has hired ain Northern Ireland.
third executive from the Concern charity
organisation.

“It was confirmed that the agency’s

press officer, Macdara Doyle, has been g~ | pARTNERSHIP*THE social
O;fi:edt th; position asbmﬁ-d|a manaSlerpartnership experiment at work has
\(/)vas eaprg oﬁ]t%rgogyurgornegggoggpug suffered a setback with the collapse of the
General Secretary, Sally Anne Kinihan [La%shlggnuasncar?eg:]edntal\(l)og]kbe r gg;’g@t tihne
who, up to two years ago, was a V\/atérford"(lrish Independent, 9.9.2004).

marketing executive with Concern. . .
“Ms. ginihan in turn. had been The Waterford project had been hailed

recruited by Congress General Secretary,0Y the National Centre for Partnership and

David Begg, a respected former Chief Performance as an example for other

Executive of Concern for five years up private companies.

to 2001. Mr. Doyle is expected to start “The collapse was attributed to the

within two months.” (Irish Independent, union members’ disillusionment with

5.8.2004). partnership atthe Waterford contact lens
plant, even though the joint management-

Anglo/Irish Agreement; up until that it
was state terrorism all the way. They got
frightened when the Provos started to hit

DAYS LOST THROUGH STRIKES:

union partnership has functioned for six
years.”
With SIPTU representing 1,450 workers

i or 85% of the employees, the workplace
home. I'd say the Brighton bomb scared Last year saw 37,482 days lost to strikes. 0 ploy WOrkp

the Brits; when they saw that the Provos
could bomb England, they soon shut up

terrorism; it was a very wrong, illegal
and immoral procedure. Now is the time

* Disputes in the health service made
and started looking for peace. They up close to half of that total with almost
thought they could crush the Irish with 16,000 days lost.

* The public administration and
for peace and reconciliation, respect for defence sector accounted for more than

partnership experiment s effectively dead.
“According to ‘Industrial Relations
News’, the SIPTU members said: “The
company was just using the partnership
process to float issues on its own

agenda”.




Pat Brennan of County Laois has written The Scarlett Pimpernel Congratulations: A large area of Killynure, within
the following to the Irish Independent:  to Eoghan Harris for seeing through Jagk Carryduff, remains somewhat remote and
“...The National Anthemwaswritten Lane’s heavy disguise at the Refort the Free Presbyterian Church is rapidly
as A Soldier's Song by Peader Kearney Movement's public meeting on Septembgr expanding there. They now find the old
in 1907. The Irish translation by Liam 18th. No one else spotted that the shertillynure school too small and have
O'Rinn, first published in 1923, has pa|ding rather articulate gentleman with already bought land nearby in order to
since become the version generally sung.ihe pypjin accentwas in fact the ubiquitows build a much larger church. There is no
In 1324, the chorus of Amhran na member of the Aubane societheyseek: doubt that the Free Presbyterians are

bhFiann became the de facto anthem of, . ) S o
the Irish Free State, officially confirmed him here. They seek himthere. But Eogharbeginning to overshadow the traditional

in July 1926, in Clontarf.” (29.9.2004). Harris sees him everywhere! * local Presbyterians by their optimism and
o Vibrancy.
[ ]
: . Personally | see this renewed interest
TRUTH WILL ALWAYS OUT: o Letter To The Editor in 1798 by sections of the Protestant
) [ ] . . .

“TRAIN drivers at the centre of the population as a warning to Whitehall to
controversial rail dispute in 2000 hae keep the Ulster dimension. How ironical
been awarded thousands of Euros:in Cal’l’yd Uff And 1798 and naive of Catholic Nationalists to think
unemployment benefit in a landmask that when the Protestant re-awoke to his/

finding that has provoked fury at Iarnrozj

b | was invited recently to give a talk to her past history that the United Irishman
ireann. °

“The drivers were members of te € CarryduffHistorical Society about the (woman) would be re-born to create a
former ILDA union, and the ruling 2'€a3aS | remembered it from 1938-1946 Unified country.
supports their contention that the 1¢- Parts of Carryduffin Mid-Down is rapidly - .
week industrial action was am being builton and has already been roped It was Interesting to. hear a local
unreasonable lock-out by the compan{y.in as a Belfast suburb and those whoCatholic in Carryduff realise that he had

“The Social Welfare Tribunal, the remember it as it was are beginning to die®Nce Saw the Protestant as an interloper.
state body which rules on cases whéreoff. Now he insisted that the Protestant is as

social welfare is refused due 12) part of that area as the very soil itself. |
involvementinatrade dispute, hasfoumd  \wnat is interesting about the area is alsofeltthat the Irishness of the Protestant
||_'1favouroftheblo4 V\ﬁlr_lge/&s,wgo at_tlze the reclamation of Protestant history, thelin this part of Mid-Down is such that
time were members o »an agalr?t taking back of 1798. 1 wrote a letter some P€OPI€ from Cork would feel at home

larnrod Eireann. - . " .
“It is estimated that the total pay-OQt time ba(_:k to thdrlskh :Ol,'[tlcal CReV'edef among them.
to workers from the state could be cloge "On©STMINY @ WOTK BY TWO =artyed Intalking later to some other Catholics
on 300,000 Euros.” (Sunday Tribune- historians which prought in something of h bout 1798  th "
26.9.2004). * 1798 and how it affected the area. I[[?] € area about 1795 one of them sai
The finding is a major embarrassmentso thought Brendan Clifford summed up very €Y supported its history in the past
larnrod Eireann and something of:a well in the September 2004 issue of the Pecause the Protestants had abgndoneq it.
vindication for the former ILDA leaders PR what 1798 meant in reality to both Butnowthatthere wasrenewed interestin
Brendan Ogle, says the “Sunday Tribung”. Protestant and Catholic. 'r: by the Protestant community they had
Brendan Ogle statetiVe always felt e anded |_t back because it hgd ceased t.o be
we were right. But it is important th&¢ ~ Now 1798 is becoming alive again in a Catholic myth. The Catholic community
public know that the company was foudld Carryduff. This was once a subject which tNere appear strong and confident in their
to have acted unreasonablyHe addede couldn’tbe mentioned inthis area becausdd€ntity and have introduced Gaelic
that ILDA had always felt it had don® ofits hijacking by Irish Nationalism. Now footballtothe area. Thisis agreat change
“everything possible before and during you get lectured on it everywhere you go. Tom how the few mixed and whole
the dispute to prevent and resolve it". ® After speaking to the historical society | Catholicfamiliesin Carryduffhad to skulk
The Story Of ILDAy Brendan Ogles \as asked by the Principal of Carryduff @Poutin the past. They were reviving the
Currach Press, 2003 is still for sale :itprimary School to speak to the children old Irish p[ace names ;uph as Ceathra
18.99 Euros. 352 pp. Index. The bookWasand their teachers. After that | was givenA0dhaDhuibhforthe anglicised Carryduff
reviewed over the last two monthsin Irish 5 tour of the area and visited the old " .thelr notepaper and webs¢es. _The
Political Review (August and Septembgr, Killynure school which has been converted Mainly Protestant Carryduff Historical
2004). It is a book every trade uniont jnto a small church by the Free Presbyterian>CCi€ty in their literature has also helped
should read, especially younger workes. church. The minister in charge told me t0 Stimulate interest in the old Irish
On Friday, October 29, 2004, Brendan gyt the history of the school and how it Placenames.
Ogle took up duty as ATGWU Regiong! first opened during the 1798 Rebellion. _ _ .
Organiser within the ESB, responsible fer Catholics tell me their population has
its 3,000 members. It is the largest unin Driving back through Killynure with risen in numbers and that Carryduff .has
in the state’s national electricity compan. the Principal, the retired caretaker of the 26come & peaceful place for many mixed
“Earlier this year the ESB group o} school accompanying us constantly askedcatholic/Protestant families. | had a last
unions m_ade repeated threats &f¢orthe carto be stopped a number of times!OOk_ around and excepF for one small area
glssrsu(;)tlon Ina b'dbto s?ﬁure ? sp?czal in order to point out the farms of the N Killynure, Carryduffis politically and
270 Wage rise above the Nallona' By o o tant families whose forebears had€ligiously free of graffiti. No flag or

agreement and be given a 20% stak@in : - - oy bunting flies and no kerbstones are painted.
the company.” (Irish Independent, foughtin 1798. His family has lived in the g P

28.10.2004). area during that period. He spoke of the

o 1798 fighters as revolutionaries. Wilson John Haire
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WORK ? continued

were once freed from the tentacles |of
capitalism with the power to chart his own

economic structures, then drudgery

is perfect routinisation but no spontanei
Aversion to work becomes natural a

sense. The more complex the labour u
n the more the power of the individu

suffering would be abolished and all mary's decreases. Even among the workers

time-honoured aspirations for a betfer Voice is lost in majority sway which i

world would come to full fruition. generally spearheaded by the m
We cannot, however, as Marx dogs, vociferous but not always most principlg

subordinate all other human aspects tojthe

economic one, important though it is. THE FUNCTIONARY

ly. a premium on slovenly work, slow-downs
nd and other tactics to get the same pay

only money, prestige or power make gnyless work. Where forceful methods a

hit,used, workers use the time-honour
hl practices of self-protection which anté
higlate any time-study formulae. It is a
5 indictment on both sides of the industri
hstfield that, despite the establishment of t
d. most sophisticated processes f

containing and solving disputes, the stri

weapon is resorted to as much as e

Labour, whether noble or sordid, is ratHer ~ We live to a great extent according
the social situation in which human the social status of our functions. So

activities are performed. Man lives not Iy potentially interesting jobs are given su

bread alone and it would be spiritupl negative social and income rating that

- they are avoided if possible. There is

[0 pefore. Employers are too slow to gra
€the realities facing them and the wo
force often act ‘on the drop of a hat'.
recent approach which referred to t
0“human problem of industryivas turned
Non its head by Eric Fromm who said th

"the tendency should be rather to consi

man simply to “the animal that produce

is to deny him his real nature. Itis salutdr

once inawhile to suspend total absorpt
in our task here and now, and consi
how it relates to the whole of life. T

subordination of all other values

economic domination is the threateni
evil of our times. We can, for instanc
organise charity but this is no guarantee

love. In a society obsessed with matetial

success, charity could lose its fundamer
inspiration. The old dream of mankin

that, in a worker-orientated world, lifg

would be idyllicis illusory because man

CE Ly .
fob pyramid is the most desirable or t €the “industrial problems of human
most just. We accept a situation but ©heings”.

onmust not let it engulf us. There is the THE ‘T AKE -OVER™
erdanger that, when immersed in a labour  \iq4ern labour owes much of it
situation over a long period, we become g ,ccess and expansion to scienti
o totally |der_1t|f|¢d with our fL_mctlon. Thi development. Science has been emboc
ng may _be hlghllghted_ at retirement wh N in practice and we can now speak of ‘t
P, one finds oneself with empty hands. Itlis ggjentification of labour’. A humanisatio

ofas bearers of functions that other peg l€oflabour has taken place as many inhum
encounter us and it seems that our fu C'soul-destroying mechanical jobs a
kional being is like some kind of artificigl .o moved from hands. We may say t

X dre_ss WhiCh we don at_certain hou S, any act that can be performed by auto
s obliterating our personality. Employefs tion is inhuman and better left to thi

tal
d

incorrigible and Utopia still as far away as

ever. effacement as in hotels. The functi

pursues us into our private life outside
workplace and inhibits us in developi
; . our true vocation as men. Teachers
severely or blame him for twentie . .
century failure. Marxism would not poge sometimes observed to carry their teach

any threat if it did not contain certain repl Manners outside the classroom but
values. We must learn from the systemsCourse this trait is not the monopoly

THE AUTOMATON :

But we must not arraign Marx top

sometimes encourage this kind of sglf

“machine. But recent technology has beg
N so bewildering in its versatility that Trad
€Unions are apprehensive about i
9 possibilities for decimating the work-forc
P'€vernight and consigning many worke
NY%o the scrap-heap.

of  The problem is indeed a strange al
Pf Unnatural one; production canbe increagg

we reject by correcting the mistakes whigh teachers. In the process many otihery aically by far fewer hands. Society,

they produced. Marx saw clearly how the interesting avenues of one’s persona
worker was being exploited and thpt remain unexplored.

industrialised, mechanised toil cannot, py
its very nature, give meaning qr
satisfaction. Highly routinised work i

THE REMEDY:
Although the great confrontatio

%Y is feared, may not be able to cope with t
burden of a large number of unproducti
workers.

This latest technology could radicall

industry served only to ‘alienate’ th
worker. Although it is unprofitable t

between employers and workers of thechange our way of life, for good or ill
past are not now a feature of the depending on how we approach t

apply all the precepts of Marx to ofr contemporary scene there is still mugchproblem. Many changes take place

vastly changed world, it would seem th
some of his insights have still relevan
today. Work often appears as someth
unnatural; a disagreeable, meaningle
and stultifying condition of getting th

pay-check, devoid of dignity anf

importance. A pay-check alone is n

ot

al

enough onwhichto base one’s self-respgct

reflects the artistic skill of the artisan. H
is concerned with a small, repetitiv
isolated intervention in a complicated a
highly organised process. He is nev
confronted with ‘his’ product, at least n
as a producer, nor consulted as to
design or social merits. Nothing mo

task is expected or wanted of him. Thq

e Smug as heretofore and projects req

€ resentment thrive where there is a seri

'€ and apparent absurdity of work. This

at industrial disruption in the free world.

The mass-produced product no Iongerthe position of employers is no long

manufacturing industry and this is one

responsible publicis required. With prop
r decision-making, careful planning, a
ireastute direction this latest threat may wj
L the full co-operation of management ahdresult in higher standards of living a
1& staff to keep afloat. Job satisfaction se

Robert Cotter (1981)




WORK ? continued

society’s entrance fee (waived only f
children, the infirm, the aged and sof
others). Work is necessary if one is
survive with any kind of dignity in today’

world. It is demanded of all able-bodig¢d Hume). In both cases, the first choice miay

people as, without it, life in this techn
logical age could not advance. And tha

why the deliberate choice not to work|is

itself a renunciation of society; and not
have work to do can be humiliating a
counts for many as a rejection by soci
itself. Having a function is an importa
element in self-affirmation. Long period
of idleness and exclusion from th
mainstream of social activity seem
provoke subversive tendencies.

THE PAIN:

In primitive societies, the necessity fpr

work was obvious to all but, ironically, i
this age of feverish activity itis not alway

so0. There are those who do not share|th

social aims or views of life of the group

which they find themselves. They fee
they cannot conformto society’s demard

cannot go on deliberating indefinitely. §
at some stage and perhaps on v
incomplete evidence, we make our choi
P’ much the same as at some particular ti
'€ we decide to marry some chosen partr
_to (“Wives are the only heavenly bodig
P . whose orbits are as yet uncertair'David

o But it is likely that neither worker would
Lrysay that he was putinto the worldtodoju
L€ his particular job. There must be occasio
M&yvhen they look for some deeper meani

€l'that will give some substance of idealis

S to their lives. Many reap the manifold
benefits of gainful employment and y¢g
.~ lead monotonous lives. We have only t
" consider the daily tediousness of a work
I inanindustrial city, where men and womsg
to THe VOCAT'ON_: work together in profusion. They strea

id  Many people hope they will fing into the offices and plants; they wor

bty satisfaction in their work, especially . .
it they have chosen it themselves. If wg kficcordw_]gtoarhythm_measured byspgm
ts of time and motion. In the evening

s means what one chooses to do this may b& : . :
e very closely related to what gives meanihgthey flow back like the tide to their
to to life. Does work in itself, no matter what newspapers and their television scree
sort, give direction to life? Is a man better They produce, consume, and seek amu
off with work than without it? Mostpeopld, ment in step, without asking questiong
itseems, believe so butfor varying reasqnsThis is the rhythm of their lives. It is
P and it is significant that one reason qu

’] . . . . X . .
s often given is that it keeps one from most important function in society; bu
thinking. Some are obviously driven fo

P~ be for life; it may be a life of providenc
1S or endurance.

=

—

th&york to avoid an unbearable boredom
N answers to man's sense of aloneness
'isolation. Work helps ‘to kill time’, that
Stime which is man’s all too brief an

ackground to his life, he cannot eve

and_ . :
assign a value to his work.

)

THE DOCTRINE:

and decide to make the great contracti

religious grouping. Some feel that to s
their labour is tantamount to selling p
of themselves, or their self-expressig
and this can be an essential misg
Adaptation and adjustment to a ne
situation may be distressing. This

out—by idleness, crime, drugs, or pseuFo—

commonly felt as an affront to one|s

'9precious life-span on earth. The ills and drawbacks that woulg
In some cases work can be a mean$ tthaunt mechanised labour were foresha
I some end or missionin life. Ifthey belieje owed by Marx in the last century. As th
' jife has an end, they may want their whdle Industrial Revolution with its ‘dark satanid
M, Jife to contribute to the success of thate

S =

W have motives for working which transcerd champion of the exploited growing work
IS the ideology of profit. For some work force. His doctrine radically changed th

individuality and dignity as a person. T

realisation that quite obviously the world

or the work situation was not simply tail
made to one’s particular satisfaction
be rude. The new operative may f
resentment if he does not readily ben

the norms of management and workers

alike. The job disappoints; in a sense i
bound to fall short of expectation, sim

because it was not designed to satisfy|t

worker but for some other end. Ther

more poignancy still for those who through

no apparent fault of their own fail in the
work. They feel that not only was th
world not specifically designed for then
it was not designed for justice.

THE CONTRACT:
There is undoubtedly some restricti
of freedom caused when an individy
binds himself to the labour contract b
most people see this more than coun
balanced by the security and benefits

brings a great bonus when it involves thenotion of work and awakened man’
€ exercise and perfection of their own skills, consciousness to the work dimension
projects, and ideals. John Stuart M|l his existence. For centuries the craftsmj
thought of his book on Logic as a task pf had enjoyed profound satisfaction in hi

r‘_

el and justification to his life. He believed he of living as work, leisure, and culturg
towasfulfillingtheworkwhichwasordaine were inextricably fused. But with the
- coming of the modern means of produg
&ion, the nature and function of wor
still when he regarded his great works pnchanged fundamentally. For the middl
N&he Universal Laws of Gravitation class it became a duty and even an obs
IS undertaken for the greater Glory of Gol. sion; a pure means to the ends of wea
Ironically he was later given a post in the and success. But for the majority, witho
Treasury as Master of the Mint where tie property, it became nothing less tha
e_ problems of Mammon and not of harmony forced labour. Money represented t
1> were to occupy his great mind. abstract expression of work. A man if h
did notwish to starve had to sell his energ
to those who had the means to exploit hi
Marx, more than any of his contempo
I- aries, trumpeted these changes and
y consequences that would flow from the

.>for him to do, not by God but by circu

I ISstances. Isaac Newton was more subli
y

ir

THE ROUTINE:
bn  For men of lesser talent and limitgd
al opportunity, work may not be so enthr
ut ling. Some kinds of work are obviousl
ermore satisfying than others and those wjthBecause of Marx’s astounding insight
ofthe dullest jobs may find it impossible fo We can now speak of ‘a civilisation o

social living. Work is an advantage anc
burden; we gain an advantage by assu

a burden. So normally the truth seemg to
be that work is a necessary ingredient ¢f
meaningful existence, if one is to pursue :
social aims, the arts and sciences or perflap@hat? If the wheels of industry cann
most important of all, to marry andraise a turn without coal, does this not besto

family. For many there is very little opti
in the choice of worthwhile work (fo

carefully the options open to us but

‘@ynderstand why they need to be done atvork’. Marx considered the economi
in L¢ order the heart of human life and this heg

%ll.ApomtIeSSJobseemstodepnveI|fe fdetermined the whole of life. For him. th
i modern world was essentially a labo
Qvorld and labour was the true role o
pt humanity. Labour was the absolute cent
W of human living. The economy was nq
? longer a sector of human life buteconom

aaII meaning. Or is it not enough that the

work would be necessary? Necessary

importance on the work of a coal-mine

Pt Marx firmly believed that, if the worker
N? continued on page 2
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€ refuse collection a necessary functio

unless there is some sort of integral socip

Nparamount importance which gave point work and his craft infused his entire modg

t

,

r

e_

t€ probably that work represents a manjg

d.mills’ began to change the economic fadg
'Y-People with high social or religious ideas of Europe, Karl Marx appeared as thg

—h

—

If the collection of refuse is vital in ordey factors alone determined the life of society.
some even no work). We may considerto maintain the hygiene of a city, is n
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To Work Or Not ?

FUNDAMENTAL to the moral law of
ancient Judaism as expressed irmii@h

once meant little more than back-breaki
drudgery has now come to designate

were, among other things, the right to li
the right to liberty, the right of possessio
and the right to work and to leisure.
Paul, though a Rabbi, was a tent-maker

trade and preached the central therapy o

work, the one Jewish concept he triu

, only manual work but the whole range
human endeavour, including scientifi
t., moral, and even speculative engageme
py/naproper environment man can, throu

s well as his powers of co-operatio
" reason and asense of beauty. Itcanlibe

was atraditional religious assumption thatits master.

man was born to labour; that God me
man to be punished for his transgressi

by work; and presumabily it is for the sake
of paying the just penalty that man must

work. Labour, then, may well be

nt

NSTO WORK OR NOT?"

first appeared in
the trade union journal of the Post Offig
Workers’ Union (now the Communid

ations Workers’ Union-C.W.U.) in 1981.

necessary good rather than a cursed qvilit was written by the late Bob Cotter, wh

But man’s enthralment in work nee
some explanation. It is hardly in itself

S died shortly after publication. Bob was

remarkable man who was dogged by il

ork, develop his skills and creativeneps

ga steely integrity which was greatl
otadmired by all who had the privilege ¢
bf knowing him.

We are indebted to Jerry Condo
Nhimself a postal union activist and formg
? President of the CWU for bringing th
h article to our attention.

a,te Bob’s article, writtenin 1981 predate
L gthe rise of Social Partnership in 1987, t

h
sy

D

rampant march of Globalisation into th
new century.

Common human needs create a syst
of provision in society to cater for th
0 demands of its citizenry. This entails §
B order of rights and duties. We make o

" a very small proportion of the things

fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, and tH

M

sufficient account of man’s presence ¢nhealth for many years. He spent a long

earth a|though Marx came very close otimein Sarsfield’s Court T.B. sanatoriun,

deemed work to be unworthy of map. & lung.

need so we depend on the services
others. Work normally produces so

useful product or provides a service. A
society evolves the service aspectis m

Some civilisations thought work impropgr
for man but natural forwoman. Greek and

He was a life-time, unpaid trade uni
activist at a time when such involvem
carried with it the extra stress of dealin|

Roman slaves had no civil rights. Medi
eval menials had to accept the politi
decisions of their feudal lords. Th SN .
religious attitude towards work as a duty Off|c||als Asf'(.)tf |:;1t|or:. thb Cotter was
was still prevalent in the 19th century bpt reguiar: contributor 1o nis —own unio
has changed radically since. What wa Aournal. His mild, timid manner disguise

-I with the activities of an unrecognis
organisation called the Post Offic

ntPronounced. The ideology of profit soug§t
to ignore the service motive which wagk
d not a natural attitude but a perversigp.

Society now consists of a system

services and functions in a sort of labo
network. Where formally one class servg
another elite class, now every citizd

moral and religious obligation is no

essentially an economic necessity. offered special rates on other publicatio
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the mantle of work. Although work is s
elementalin our lives, ithow encompasge
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jobis the fate and the hope of most scho
leavers. Their whole education a
upbringing conditions them for a role i
society. In our labour world, a person
mature, adult, and independent wh
filing a place in the labour pool. Thq
majority work for somebody else and {
are dependent on an employer. This f3
seemsto suggestthatthe workis essenti
a means of earning a living, and n
necessarily a meaningful activity. If wor
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