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: o Captain Kelly:
Fissured Politics Posthumous Revenge

The pseudo-democracy of Northern Ireland has now reached a clear position ofvhat is it about Captain Kelly that
stalemate. Allthatis new is that the stalemate is outinthe open. The moves have allgegses such vindictiveness? He is beset
gone through and there is nothing more that spin-doctoring can do to camouflagebh@nemies on three sides: revisionist,
situation. Lynchite and a number of Official IRA

hold-outs. (It should be said that not all

Northern Ireland is not, and never has been, a state. It was never anything moretif@rerstwhile Officials go along with
a delegated apparatus of the British state designed to keep the Six Counties at af@mgjrating Jim Kelly, and some have
length from British democracy and to give Britain leverage on 26 County affairs. acted quite honourably towards the

Captain in the past, including Cathal

Because it is not a state, the democratic principle of majority rule cannot work inGloulding.) Even after death, the assaults
Ifit was a state it would have given rise to a form of politics appropriate to its functionigg on. Indeed, they are pursued with
as a state. But the state in Northern Ireland has always been the British state—notgrelyter vigour than ever, now that he can
in ultimate sovereignty but in a wide range of the institutions within which everyday lif@ longer vindicate his good name in the
is lived. courts.

Politics do notrelate to the actual state. Electionsin Northern Ireland have never t{ﬁ&&z I(&)lfte;ltl, &:;? aglf rﬂggz er:'gzt g:]uotlﬁ(lay
contested by parties seeking amandate to govern the state. The shiftsand accommodgﬁgﬂ,?,oon of ’16th July. It took place
a;ld compromrises aluutdz ff\ftochangis ?cf individUﬁI position, V\rl1hiCh hapdper? asa rTatte\;irtually tothe minute on the first anniver-
of course in the political framework of a state, have never happened there. Electi . .
therefore, do notpgive rise to politically functional majorities. PP gg?y ofhis death. The locationwas Derry.
A large assembly of 70 people had
S . . - . . gathered to launch an organisation which

The majority is not a political majority. Policies for government have little or nOth'r&ould campaign and petition to clear

to do with it. It has therefore no moral standing with the mmonty._ Captain Kelly's name. His wife, Sheila,
continued on page 2 5 o of his children were present. The
P SN event was attended by an array of well-
a ? f.figjﬁ'g'?:.'.?‘@:{w... m wishers, including Neil Blaney’s nephew,

| AMD Mo THE Lk S i Niall, John Kelly, Dr. and Mrs. MacLean,

e Paddy ‘Derry’ Doherty, and Fr. Des
Wilson. The meeting was chaired by
Fionnbarra O Dochartaigh, who himself
as a republican had been involved in the

Civil Rights movement.
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O Dochartaigh had been instrumental
in inviting a group who attended the
campaign launch with destructive intent:
a group of former Official IRA people
who sat together and viewed the proceed-
ings with sinister and cold faces. They
had come to blacken Captain Kelly’'s
name.

|continued on page|6
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Agreementinits essentials, that fact would
CONTENTS be taken into account when an alternative
system was devised.
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Fissured Politics Editorial Thatwas the threat which caused David

Trimble to sign the Agreement on Good
. . . . Friday 1998. The alternative was under-
The Sinn Fein Story. Julianne Herlihy stood to be an enhancement of the minimal
An Cor Tuathail The Contest Of Oisin And Patrick Part 3 joint sovereignty arrangements of the
(Compiled by Pat Muldowney) Hillsborough Agreement of 1985. He

The NIT Page (NotIn Thelrish Times: Manus O'Riordan; Timothy Lane) thereupon Qecided to sjgn the Agrgement
but shred it by opposition from within.
Irish TimesHistory. John Martin

The Hillsborough Anglo-Irish governing
The Irish Times Share Structure After 1974 John Martin structures were dismantled under the
. . , Agreement.
Housing Policy In Northern Ireland. Sean McGouran
Farenheit 9/11 John Martin

Captain Kelly. Posthumous RevengeAngela Clifford

The threat does not appear to be
working on Paisley.
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JFK Rides Again Sean McGouran

The SDLP was a ghostly presence at
Leeds Castle. Inthe subsequent bickering
Labour Commentedited by Pat Maloney the DUP suggested that it too should give

Lessons To Learhy John Ryan up something in the interest of

The 'Partnership’ Age Continues compromising, if the IRA gave up its
weapons. But the SDLP has nothing to
give up short of treason. Its decline was
due to the fact that it gave up so much to
Trimble while getting nothing in return.

There has been a change in the relativaejected the Agreement but took the two  Durkan respondediThe IRA should
strengths of majority and minority during Ministers to which it was entitled underit, never have had arms in the first place”
the past 80 years. The ratio began at aleclaring that this did notimply acceptance And there are a great many other things
potential 70:30—but the differential was of the Agreement. While refusing to thatshould never have happened, including
usually much wider in practice due to recognise the Court, it took a seat on theEve eating the apple. But politics is an
demoralisation on the minority side. Itis Bench. activity conducted within the Fall, and its
now a steady 60:40, or something less. + Object is not a return to Eden.

But the change did not reflect a political
‘swing’. It was entirely the product of
what is politely calleddemographics”.

Lastyear it defeated the Ulster Unionis
Party in the Unionist election on an anti-  We never gave any semblance of
Agreement mandate. The UUP is alsosupporttothe IRA campaign. Atanumber
anti-Agreement. The difference is that of critical junctures the SDLP gave it very
the UUP sought to subvert the Agreementsubstantial support. But we have held for
from within while the DUP rejected it 30 years that the perverse mode of
outright. government in Northern Ireland was
sufficient reason for the re-emergence of
the IRA—infact the construction of anew
IRA out of Northern Ireland conditions.

The 1998 Agreement took account of
the fact that Northern Ireland is only a
pretend-democracy in which actual
democratic politics play no part. Itmade  SinnFeinwonthe Nationalist election.
detailed arrangements for a subordinatelhe Social Democratic and Labour Party
administration in which Ministries were was heldto have beengullible inits conduct
shared out proportionate to the voting Of affairs since 1998. Durkan’s remark is a mere debating
strength of parties, and operatedindepend-  The pUP, being the major party, will point. If it was the position of the SDLP
ently of each other, being responsible not accept that majority rule does not !N €amest itwould have agreed toforming
neither to a Cabinet—there being no apply in Northern Ireland. it now refuses @n_‘anti-terrorist” Coalition with the
Cabinet—nor to a Parliament. Ministers yq operate the system under which it helgunionists. But it knew very well t_he_lt its
were chosen by party leaders from o ministries for four years. electoral support would collapse if it did
members who were elected to a kind of . such a thing.

Parliament, called an Assembly, and High-powered talks were held between The gullibilty of the SDLP was one

operated independently thereafter. Theth€ British Government and the DUP at factor in causing the Agreement to be a
Party could change its Ministers without L€€ds Castle in mid-September (and alsodead letter almost from the start. Another
reference to the Assembly and the DUPbetween Sinn Fein and the Government, :

did so. Elections to the Assembly were PUt not between the DUP and Sinn Fein,r‘F’)V:Si trgeofaljggt:?r?g\cl;\a/grn?:é;timg tI;?r:jn
- u ubli .
olitical contests only within each of the iani
E/vo communities W>fl10 were explicitly the vicinity). A BBC radio report, ;VL?Stgftf?grttt?]aetEzgrae%ﬁ:;?%ggbggbognﬁ?t
recognised as the component parts of°PViouslybasedon aGovernmentbriefing,abgﬂt by confidence trickery and there
Northern Ireland. said that Sinn Fein had met Government,

. . , was bound to be a reaction.
requirements in the matter of arms _
The Agreement gave formal structural gecommissioning, and the obstacle was John Brutonhas now puthimself at the

expression to the social reality of Northern the puUp refusal to operate the old head of a movement to re-Anglicise
Ireland, and thereby entrenched thatjinjsterial system, and suggested that, iflergllang{ :ttair?](;c\?vweenTﬁ?s%ah%réglng;%eecrt-
reality. The Democratic Unionist Party the DUP made it impossible to restore the " P
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and the other parties were also present i



appeared to be over. He had the sen
know that, unlike De Valera, he neede
do more than look into his heart to kn
what to say. The Republic was not
ready for a Unionist Taoiseach.
therefore requested Martin Mansergh,

Agreement. By instinct he was on t
Unionist side, and when he sought h
for his problem he was refused. And
Fianna Fail successor has often been wg

And now, by an interesting turn g

tReview; Hope And History, Making Peace In Irelabg Gerry Adams.
t0 Brandon Press. Dingle, Co. Kerry. 2003.

et

The Sinn Fein Story

“To me, in Co. Waterford, Northern
d. Ireland was merely a squalid little briar-
patch swarming with human anachronisms
—who often seemed sub-human—and
seething with dreary dissensions
e punctuated by ghastly excesses. Since
|p there seemed to be nothing anybody
i could do aboutit, itwas best forgotten...
and wherever | went people asked me
why Christians were fighting in Ireland.

f To which | replied impatiently that |
didn’t know myself. It never occurred

O’Brien’s infamousSection 31lin the
(Broadcasting (Amendment) Act of 1975
with its draconian censorship of Sinn Fein
is stillin place with only the order banning
Sinn Fein rescinded. He boasted in his
Memoir, My Life And Themeshat“the
power to reimpose the ban remains”
(Poolbeg, Dublin 1999, p375). That
repressive and illiberal legislation still
casts a very long shadow over any discus-

events, the very failure of Dublip

tors of the Agreement, as British Gove
ments have acted as Unionist guarant
has led to a resurgence of Sinn Fein in

Governments to act as Nationalist guar’[’n—

he

to me that this reply, from an Irish-
woman, betrayed an attitude both stupid
and unkind, even, some might say,
irresponsible” (4 Place Apart. Dervla
1979.

politics of the Republic.

year ago but has not yet been allowe

sit.

defeated UUP are therefore short of outld

meeting of the all-but-forgotten Northe
Ireland Grand Committee at Westmins

on

The culture of the Republic is not ypt
media-culture.
regardless of thdrish Timesand Sir
Anthony O’Reilly and the greater part ¢f
RTE.

The Northern Assembly was eIecte(J

It runs its own way,

*

a

to
e
ts.

Disgruntled fundamentalists of t

David Burnside found a platform atIa
n

17th June, where he said:
“If 1 was applying to join the Policq
Service of Northern Ireland, apart fro
the discrimination in the legislatio
which has been raised... many timgs,
the disgraceful state discriminatign
against young Protestant men
women in Northern Ireland. When ydu
apply, in the application form, there aje
two main categories... Thereis Catholc,
and there is Non-Catholic. Now that}s

Murphy. Penguin, London.
Foreword p11).

“They built a paper wall around
Ireland; on the inside of it they wrote
what they wished the Irish people to
believe, on its outside they wrote what
they wished the world to believe about
Ireland”  (Sedn Moylan In His Own
Words—His Memoir Of The Irish War Of
Independence. Aubane Historical Society.
Millstreet, Co. Cork.2004. 3rd Ednp158).

“The fact that the British govern-
ment and media have captured the
commanding heights of much of the
language on the North—IRA/loyalist
violence is terror. British Army-RUC
violence is not—neatly conceals the fact
that the trick with terror is to have so
much of it that you don’t need to use it,
and can therefore wrap yourself up in
the comfortable drapery of constitu-
tional rectitude... And the clearest
reality of all is that the British gun
remains much the biggest one in the
affairs of the island” (Sun. Tribungl7th

May 1998. Professor Joe Lee (former Chair

of Irish history in UCC and now in NYU).

sion of the North and its affairs, but more
especially the republican/nationalist
dimension. How can it not when its most
ardent supporters still hold powerful
political, media and academic positions,
and their revisionist history holds sway
over our country?

In the last few weeks, as | reread
Adams’sHope And Historylreland reeled
to such surrealist echoes that, were they
fictionalised, would immediately be dis-
regarded as being too far-fetched. First
off, there was the Connaught Rangers
imbroglio, where an Irishman, Cornelius
Coughlan, VC (do | have to say that he
was serving with the imperial forces?),
was commemorated fdtheroic beha-
viour” during the savage suppression of
the Indian Mutiny. The American historian
Mike Davis, in his seminal studyate
Victorian Holocausts, El Nino Famines
And The Making Of The Third World
wrote that, such was the ferocity of the
British response to the Mutiny, that the
“India of “supine sufferers”...was still
traumatized by the savage terror that had
followed the Mutiny twenty years earlier.
Violent protest was everywhere deterred
by memories of sepoys blown apart at the

historically wrong, and it is offensive t
the population of Northern Ireland. | a
a Catholic, a member of the Church
Ireland, when | recite the Creed, H
Catholic and Apostolic Church. T
Roman Church is a sect within t
Catholic Church. It is the Roman se
And it is offensive to us as Protest
people to be referred to as Non-Cath

some sort of grouping. And | would agk

the Minister to get that legislatio
changed so that it refers to Rom
Catholics, Protestants or Others
Becauseitis offensive to us as if we ha
somehow different citizenship i
Northern Ireland, and we cannot

represented even within this discrimi
atory legislation as what we represen

When | was asked to review Gerry
Adams’s book, | had no qualms and
f answered immediately in the affirmative.
Y | had read all of Adams previous books
and thought myself to be well enough
€ acquainted with his politics that | could do
L. justice to the assignment. Butthen | aske
myself, what did | really know about the
North that would qualify me to interpret
Adams’saccount? | had never even visite
n the place and yet consider myself rather
_well travelled. As an outsider, | couldn’t
vewrite about Northern Ireland with the easy

familial familiarity of others who write
e for thelrish Political Review | lived with
- everything from that place mediated  The Phoenix(27th August 2004)
N through our media whose hostility to Sinn reported that the organisers were a group

mouths of cannons and whole forests of
peasants writhing on the noose” (Verso,
London, 2001, p54). Davis unapoligiti-
cally linked the terrible famines of India
and Ireland and the imperiatate terror”
hat followed pitiful uprisings in both
ountries. Butthe Mayo commemoration
was attended by none other than our Fianna
Fail Minister of Defence, Michael Smith,
D; Defence Forces Chief of Staff, Lt.
General Jim Sreenan; the Secretary to the
Archbishop of Tuam; and the British
Ambassador to Ireland, Mr. Stewart Eldon
(See Irish Times, 9th August 2004).

lic

our personal religious affiliations.;

Fein remains ferocious. Conor Cruise called Military Heritage Tours Ltda
3



revisionist group with strange political
beliefs which conflict with Fianna Fail
doctrine and Defence Force traditionlt
also reported that the group wamart
funded” (?) “by British National Lottery
funds and also organised trips to WW1
battlefields and shrines in Europe to
various achievements by Her Majesty’s
forces”. ThePhoenixwent on to outline

suppression of the truth and by a sugges-and talking with Gerry Adams. He was
tion of something that is contrary to the also filmed in his spacious office in Dail
truth... I say that any intelligent visitor, Eireann. Facing his desk were portraits of
not particularly versed in the history of Eamon de Valera and Sean Lemass, but
the country, would be entitled to conclude pehind him prominently was a large
that the origins of this State were portrait of Padraig Pearse. The camera
connected with that park and the |ingered onthe image of Pearse, and Hector
memorial... This is not the position. o'hEgchagain asked Bertie about it. Bertie
This State had other origins, and becauseeulogised Pearse, saying he was his

that other
“support comes from Andrew
McKinley, Labour MP for Thurrock,
Essex... an odd assortment of military
fantasists... Kevin Myers-style British
military buffs, British empire loyalists,
the Machine Gun Corps Old Comrades macy he will be—this man whom the

has that origin”iKevin O’Higgins Anvil
Books, Co.Kerry. 1948, p172).

To counterpoint Bruton’s West Birit.

Association (sic) and overseas admirers British Government pushed for preferment

like the Greengairs Thistle Flute Band (a over their own Commissioner Chris

Scottish musical group with the unique patten), there was another camera

it has other origins I do not wish to see it «
suggested, in stone or otherwise, that it

position (what a boon to western diplo-

greatest hero” and an“inspiration” .
Explicitly, Ahern was staking his creden-
tials and those of his party in a strong
republican tradition, and this clever politi-
cian was letting the new guys on the block
know that they had a fight on their hands
and they’d better believe it.

One other nugget—UCC has taken

_out advertisements promoting a course on

1988 from the Orange Order for anti- .g'clock on the 19th September 2004,
there was truly an extraordinary event.

Catholic and racist bigotry)”.
Photos of this fiasco in the media The PD Minister of Justice, Michael

strangely show stage-dressed RangerdlcDowell, honoured a relative, a grand-

beneath a rather huge Union Jack flag.uncle I think, killed in the Civil War—one

Where, one wonders was G2 (army of the Sligo Five up on the slopes of Ben
intelligence), or were their political masters Bulben. With the relatives of the other
dead men, the Minister stood in front of
the simple Celtic Cross marking the spot
where he said the Five unarmed men were’

already in the know?

Next up was the speech of EU Ambas-
sadordemgnateJohnBrut_onattheReforeri”ed_ With his grandfather, Eoin
Movement's Conference in the Mansion
House, Dublin, on the 18th September
2004. The Reform Movement has two
patrons, Ruth Dudley Edwards and the
Irish Independentournalist, Bruce
Arnold, MBE (as reported b#hoenix,
24th September 2004). Bruton’s speech
repudiating 1916 and all that followed—
true to the revisionist agenda—was repor-
ted extensively in th&ish Times(20th
September 2004). But Reform and its
associates had seriously misjudged the
public mood as evidenced by the highly
critical letters published in the Letters’
Page of thérish Times.

Sligo Five were executéth a shoot to

turnabout for this politician, whose anti-

the political parties in the south.
The silence of the Fine Gael leadership

Sunday Business Pd3amien Kiberd in  comment of his Minister of the Marine,
his ‘Opinion’ piece warned that party, Dermot Ahern;we took a mid-term hit”

writing: “It's about time Fine Gael stopped Facing the media, he said on RTE1 News

genuflecting to the Ulster unionists in a “We lost, they won!’ He repeated this
craven fashion” (7th December 1997). grimly when the media pack tried to
Their origins were otherwise. Itwas Kevin interject with his Minister’s witless
O’Higgins—the celebratédtrongman”  comment. Théwve” were of course Fianna
of Terence de Vere White’s biography— Fail and the'they” were Sinn Fein.

who, when he was a Free State Minister,

MacNeill, in the Free State Government,
McDowell made this most remarkable
indictment, saying to camera, that the

kill policy” by the State. No newspapers,
as far as |am aware, carried this incredible

The Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, when
and party about Bruton’'s expressedfaced with this Summer’s Fianna Falil
ideology is only slightly puzzling. In the electoral meltdown, eschewed the inane

Diedmuller,“an expert” in the subject.
This from an university whose former
Professor of Irish History was John A.
Murphy (who incidentally chaired a
session atthe Reform Movement's Confer-
ence). And whose former President
Mortell unearthed the buried statue of the
Famine Queen Victoriaand had her puton
display in a glass case with very expensive
ecurity in place. And whose recent profes-
sor of Irish history, Tom Dunne, claimed
in his latest book that John A. Murphy and
Conor Cruise O'Brien weréthe real
architects of the peace process”
(Rebellions Memoir, Memory And 1798
Lilliput Press, Dublin, 2004, p83.)

Which brings me finally to Gerry
Adams’s book andits review. | had noticed

Sinn Fein republican rhetoric this Summer in another forum howlope And History
before the European and Local Electionstopped the non-fiction best-seller lists long
was alarmist and over-the-top hysterical. before it had ever been reviewed. By 4th
This change | attribute to one man—Gerry October 2003, the book had enjoyed
Adams—and to the growing electoral neither the preview, review, published
success of Sinn Fein both in the North andextract, or interview with the author, that
South, which has impacted manifestly on books favoured by th&ish Timesget,

plus the photo op of the book launch.
Finally it was reviewed on the 25th October
2003 (still at the top of the best sellers) by
Liz O’'Donnell, the PD TD andformer
Minister for State to the Government and
Dept. of Foreign Affairs and government
representative at multi-party negotiations
‘leading to the Good Friday Agreement”
according to the blurb at the end of the
review. O’'Donnell was the only politician
willing to publicly warn McDowell about
toning down his anti-Sinn Fein propaganda
in the run-up to this Summer’s elections.

shot down plans that Merrion Square  On 9th September 2004, on RTE1l, Steve MacDonogh, publisher of
should be turned into amemorial for those there was a documentatyanging With  Brandon press, has had a most fruitless
Irishmen who fell in WW1. O’Higgins Hector ltsfirstsubjectwas the Taoiseach. engagement with the Irish media and in
declared: Shot over the Summer, it was interestingparticular thelrish Times. His books,
“| believe that to devote Merrion to note the images Bertie Ahern wantedthough best sellers, are neglected; and
Square to this purpose would be to give conveyed to the Irish public. He was seenonly when it becomes rather obvious that
a wrong twist, as it were, a wrong in Fagin’s pub, his local in Drumcondra, something is afoot are they finally given
suggestion to the origins of this State. It man of the people personified. He was inan airing. But it is plain it is an onerous
would be a falsehood, a falsehood by Croke Park ata GAA match shaking handsobligation and | very much doubt that



sales increase after exposure in ltfigh else was just &steely and sad accept- usachronologically coherent narrative of
Times In his own fine bookDpen Book, ance”. So far so predictable. But what how the peace process developed—
One Publisher's WatMacDonogh wrote  really astonished this reader was herthrough a working out of political

revealingly about the way Gerry Adams’s following statement: positions—that is at once gripping and
books are reviewed in the media. “There is no understanding by Adams accessible. Adams never patronises the
Reviewers and journalists concentrate—  of the risks posed to democracy by the reader by glib analysis—he carefully
not on the writings—but rather engage in  peace process. From the Irish Govern-assesses the approach of all the various
invective and denigration. “The “correct” ment's perspective it was always huge players, and manages to keep things in
journalistic position was itseemedtorefuse  risk”. play with a virtuoso display of patience

to progress beyond sweeping dismissal

gr)d puerile abuse” (' (Brandon IDress’comingfrom an Irish Minister (admittedly
ingle, 1999, p175). O X )
junior status) who was involved in the b
Indeed, MacDonogh’s own book was Talks? The only sense | can make of thatg
reviewed by the Managing Editor of the Freudian slip is that Irish (Southern?)
Irish Times Eoin McVey, on the 20th democracy is threatened by the ballot
November 1999. This superb account ofbox—and the logical corollary of that is At this stage | should acknowledge
modern day lIrish publishing, with its thatthe Fianna Fail/PD Government feelsthat thelrish Political Reviewprovided
trenchant criticisms of théreviewing itself imperilled by the electoral success with me with an better understanding of
circle”—particularly of the Irish Times— of Sinn Fein. And that was before this the dynamics at work in Northern Ireland.
was not referred to by McVey. The latter Summer’s elections! O’Donnell also |hadbeendisabled fromacomprehension
excoriated instead the author'self- managed an awful, low smear of the friendsof the political realities operative in these
justificatory life story” (?). McVey's  of Sinn Fein and of Gerry Adams, who isles by a reliance on academic and media
sourness and soreness was evidencedxtend from North America to South analysis.
further by his remark that the style of the Africa as she acknowledgetfhey”, she On the one hand, there was the project
book*is close to that of “Dear Diary™  stated;of course, were not picking up the to democratise it, by having itincluded in
and"it will have little appeal outside the bodies”. This is an utterly vile aside that the party structures by which the rest of
world of publishing” Contrastthe above besmirches O’'Donnelland herilk farmore the state was governed—which came up
so-called review with the balanced and than it does anyone else. against a brick wall within British govern-
positive one written by Adrian Weckler in The rest of the review is given over to ing circles. And, indeed, which was
the Sunday Business Posh the 31st g opposed by many elements in the south—

October 1999. ?%Oﬁtmg ﬁetulantdO’Donnellhwho d|(tjn’t despecially those now championing
Ind herselt named among the great andy o;iqionism’. Unionism too, under the

One couldn’t find a more perfect the good of Gerry’s narrative'You will

example o the bpe o eviw that Mac search hard (0 fnd & laudatony or SPoyeL PLISSrS B and Paterstn
Donogh complained of than that written sympathetic profile of any elected Irish has been crumblina under it ev?er since”
by Sam Smyth in thigish Independentn  political figure”. Well not so: Adams is (as Brendan Cliffor% has put if)
the 20th September 2003 under the headvery enthusiastic of the contributions made on the other hand Geprr Adams and
Ing, Why s It All Talks And No Action In by Albert Reynolds aspractical and his people took an opposite ZOurse which
Gerry's Book? The fact that the book _straightforward (p197). And Mary led F‘:‘)frorp:1 their ori in?spin the pogroms of
pulsates with action (yes and Talks) is of Robinson is well-feted. The latter’s visit August 1969 to tr?eir resenFt) ogccu ation
no matter to Smyth. Readers of the bookto West Belfast and her handshake with <> " =20 0 S15T PTESETL A0 Pe 0!
fallinto two categories accordingtohim— Gerry Adams caused th&unday of Sinn Fein took I%ce as;Adamps hi?nself
‘idiots” and“myopic voters™ And what _Independentd call for her resignation— acknowledged inphis book, even though
followed is not a review but a rant against plus ca changeBut Adams believed that, the whole gilntent of the bt g

: ; ) . powers-that-be
the success of Adams and his party not onlyfor the republican community, tHeisit was to isolate Sinn Fein and leave it at the
in Ireland, but right across the globe it was animportantinitiative. | have always marains—but thinas turned out ver
appears. From Belfastto Paris, New York, felt”, he wrote;that she did not get the diffe?entl 9 y
Capetown—the man is feted and all the proper recognition for the stand she took” y:
“unionistsources'whisperinginthejour-  She made the visit against the wishes of Adams, by connecting in this book
nalist's ear can't alter that galling fact.  the British Government and of the Irish “this small picture perspective to a big-

i i i .1 Government—most especially Dick picture screen; leads the reader to see
ear-lli-gref I\:\ﬁi?t;rrgsrﬁ\zn%v,va(\;ﬁz,eﬁsolns?hlg Spring, the Labour leader. The Irish Times how the actual realities of Northern Ireland
25th October 2003. It was headPédace “carried e|ght .cr|t|ca| articles” on the  worked themselves out, thus transforming
Through A PrismIn case our senses were Nandshake (ibid, p128-131). the scene. He quotes Senator George

a bit on the slow side, there was a huge O’Donnell ended her critique thus: gggzeﬁriggoas?gf;nim?,\,'gintg}ﬁ t'[]c?be
photo canvas—almost all blacked out with “This book may fail to acknowledge the harder th atyn eg otiating it" Bgt ag an
just a keyhole-type lens shot of Adams greatness of others{ooch poor darling) unfazed Adamsg ointeo?ol‘me otiations
himself. And, lestwe were stillinthe dark “put it is an important insight into the P 9

. : _ . . -~ were now a part of struggl€p376). And
(getit?), the text under the heading readsmajor republican figure of our time the recent Leeds Castle Talks i
h ' e ) . ; ; . give an
Essential as itis, Gerry Adams’s book is This reviewer concurs with the last half of added potency to Gerry Adams's analvsis
not the place to find balanced analysis of that statement. From the outset, in theT, o TgoiseaB(/:h Bert)i/e Ahern rir)r/ﬂ :
the peace process'So, with these health introduction, Adams states'In telling -7 inoheside a faffing Ton Bléirgstatgd
warnings in place, O’Donnell managed the story of the Irish peace process, | can e ui\?ocall “There isgno gin back to
eventually to state that Adams’s book wasonly tell my experience of it, my ma'gritism” y: going
“essential”, that Adams is a competent understanding of it, my role in it... My J '
writer, and that the book fshorough”.  intention is to tell... my story. My truth.
She castigates Adams for doing what heMy reality” (ibid, p2). And he does so
said at the outset he would do, thatis writewith clarity and an economy that marks
his account. But worse, she found him him out, not only as the statesman of our
only admitting to dlittle remorse”: all  era, but as a writer of rare skill. He offers

and tenacity. And, because Adams has a
central role now in Irish affairs, | cannot
recommend this book highly enough
ecause it is the essential read for anyone
eeking to understand the complexities of
Northern Ireland.

Isn’t that extraordinarily revelatory

Sinn Fein and Gerry Adams now have
much to hope for as they fashion out our
history.

Julianne Herlihy.
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. tendency in the town. Itis said Mr. White pay that kind of money for Republican
Ca tal n Ke” has not been seen much around there sinckillings, that would have been credible.
p y then. But it strains belief that the Lynch

. Government—however bad it became
Cont|nued If any date had been given, it would after mid-April 1970—would go to such
have been something to test. Captainlengths. Whatever the differences between
Kelly made only two visitsto Derry inthat the various strands of Catholic-
period, one in August when he witnessednationalist—on the ground in Derry and
the Battle of the Bogside in a personalin Government in the South—there was
capacity and one in September 1969 onan underlying community of feeling
behalf of the Irish Government. He did between them at the time in question.
not enter Northern Ireland at all after
September 1969. His habit was to meet A query which springs to mind is why
_ . ., Northern Ireland community leaders southdid OC John White wait 35 years to
repubhcans. He cla_lmed_that Kellx did of the Border, as his chief, Army Director mention this alleged bribe and incitement
this on behalf offucking Fianna Fail’. of Intelligence Colonel Hefferon, had to murder? He declared at the meeting

Allthis was supposed to have happened "brdered him to stay out of the North. that he had been angered by the civil rights
Derry City, on the staircase of a private

. ) context in which people were trying to
house. ~White alleg_e_dl was offered The Chairman of the launch and clear Captain Kelly’'s name. Even so, why
£50,000 on Cond'.t'.on l WOUld be moving spirit of the campaign to clear did he wait 35 years to expose such a
responsible for killing six of my ; , ) : :
comrades”. Captain Kelly’s name was Fionnbarra O heinous crime?

Dochartaigh. He afterwards told the Irish
White's allegations were supported by Sunday Mirrpr . . Angther peculiarity is thqt Cathal
another of that group, Peter Collins, Derry “ was in th_e Repu_bhc_an leadership Gouldlng, Chief of Staff at the t!me, went
Brigade Intelligence Officerin 1969, who &t the time this meeting is supposed toout of his way to clear Captain Kelly's
claimed to have witnessed the attempt to haYI? ti?khendplhace. 41 would h name in 1971, when Garda Superintendent
bribe White and who declared thielly ad happened | would have Flemingtold a pack of liestothe Oireachtas

e : " known aboutit, | would have been privy p pjic Accounts Committee hearing into
put his finger in my face” Why Kelly to that information, so | totally dispute g

would have risked making a criminal  \hat he said. the alleged arms smuggling affair. The
proposal in front of a witness was not “I do not know what his agenda is in Republican Publicity Bureau |ssued_a
explained. Nor was the state of relations  bringing this up at this time more than 30 Statémenton Sth February 1971, rebutting
between the three men brought up. Was  years later, but it s the first time anyone allégations made by Fleming in relation to
Kelly stupid enough to canvass assassins has heard of this allegation.” (18.7.04) Kelly’s contacts with him, and thus put

he hardly knew? It must be assumed that information in the public domain which
anyone in his right mind would only make The sum of money mentioned is also would tend to clear Kelly's name. Would

such a proposal to people he knew wellbizarre. Thetotalamountspenton NorthernGoulding have done that for someone
and would have reason to believe would!'€/and relief—including arms purchases who had tried to get his men killed a year
give it a ready hearing. But Kelly did not for Northern Ireland Catholic communities before? It must, after all, be assumed that
know John White or Mr. Collins. Ifthere —0Y the Irish Government in 1969-70 OC White told his superior officer of
had been much of a connection betweenvas £100,000. Was half as much againKelly’s approach.

them, his wife, Sheila, in whom he Was offered just to get six republicans
confided closely, would have been familiar killed? The files of the Irish Government And how come the Irish Special Branch
with them. And what might have led in the National Archive show signs of —andthe whole Lynchite establishment—
Captain Kelly to believe that OC White frugality throughout. Any expenditure of harboured such amimusagainst Kelly if
was open to any suggestion of killing £50,000 would have been thought abouthe had been intent on getting republican
republicans? very carefully. And Kelly himself would ‘troublemakers’ killed on their behalf?
not have had ready access to that kind of

However, neither White nor Collins Money. He had tojustify everyrequestfor It might be remarked in passing that
filled out chapter and verse of the funds he made—including for arms OC White gave anonymous evidence at
allegations. In particular, they refused to purchases—to Minister of Finance Charlesthe Bloody Sunday Tribunal. Whatever
sayinwhich housethisofferwasallegedIyHaughey and his Secretary. he said., he c_ertainly ha}d questio.ns to
made, nor did they give the date. If any answer in relation to Official IRA actions

Quite apart from the logistics, itis hard hat d hen h : d
detail had been offered, it could have been see what Captain Kelly or anyone else”" "2t &y when he was in command—a
day on which the Provisionals exercised a

tested against known facts. had to gain from any individual Republican M > e
deaths, Stickie or otherwise. During this restralmng 'r?f'“enc? on OmC'a.IS mtgnt

Quite apartfrom anything else, itwould period the whole effort of the Southern 2" complicating a difficult situation with
have been out of character for Captainstate—of which he was a leading edge_gun—shots at the British forces.
Kelly who—strangely forasoldier (though was to enhance the capacity for self- What is certain is that the more the
perhaps not in the Irish Army) hated defence of various Catholic communities White allegations are considered, the more
violence. He abhorred bloodshed andwasnder attack. And the whole State absurd they appear. They relate to the pre-
particularly upset by some of the senselessnachine, domestic and diplomatic, was split IRA. Within four months of that
incidents of the war—such as the killing pent on making Ireland’s case on partition split, which occurred on 28th December
of Ranger Best by the Stickies in Derry to the world. Now, if White had declared 1969, Captain Kelly himself was under
City, which caused revulsion against thatthat the British Government was ready to interdict in the Irish State.
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Right at the beginning of the meeting,
one of them, John White, IRA Officer
Commanding in 1969, stood up to make
some angry and vile allegations against
Captain Kelly. He claimed that in 1969
“fucking Jim Kelly” had offered him
personally £50,000 to kill six fellow



What seems likely is that people like regard for Lynch and his cronies, but to men at the meeting then joined in. One
OC White are determined to maintain the protect Fianna Fail—the national party— asked Kelly how many IRA men were to
legend that the Provisional/Official split and Ireland as a State. be eliminated and he replietgix” . At
in the IRA was engineered by the Lynch which—

Government because it was afraid of the  Whatever the justification for the “Kelly was then told, in no uncertain

new class struggle objectives of thereticence of Haughey and others 35 years terms, to fek off. The meeting then

movement. And spreading this false storyago, there is no reason for it now. The ended.” ]

about Captain Kelly helps to sensationalisetruth can no longer damage the essentiaMessrs White and Collins then made
and give colour to the fiction that passesFianna Fail—but itwould totally discredit contact with their leadership in Dublin,

for history on this matter. Notonly didthe the Lynch/O’Malley element who S€eking an urgent meeting—which took
Irish Government split the IRA but, before destroyed republican tendencies within Place the following day in South Derry.
doing so, it tried to kill the anti-militarist the party on the basis of a false account ofAPParently, higher authority did not quite
faction, using anti-militarist republicans what happened in 1969-70. take the incident seriously. The story

as tools!?! Angela Clifford continues:
“The Chief of Staff told the Derry

But | believe that there was sufficient pg: Brigade OC that he should have got the

reason within the republican movement  Since the above was written, erry £50,000 first and then told Kelly to feek
for the divisionin the IRA: itdid notneed Journal(20th August) has carried extracts ~ off.”

external interference to happen. The splittrom an interview given by White and The men were told the leadership would
was not between ‘politics’ and ‘militarism’  Collins intheStarry Ploughofficial paper ~ “take care of it from then on”.

as is suggested nowadays, but betweegf the Irish Republican Socialist Party.

those whoinsisted on continuing a divisive The intervention of the two was because OC White and 10 Collins went on to
debate on abstentionism and suchlikethey were“so incensed”that someone say the Irish Government offered this deal
issues even after the North had lapsed intqyho they hae “intimate knowledge of because—

a state of disorder in August 1969 andattempting to split the republican

“...they feared less an armed struggle

those who thought that such theoreticalmovementin 1969 should be lauded as an
guestions should be set aside in the face afhnocent victim of injustice..."They say
the needs of the moment in the North. (Itthat:

is noteworthy that Roy Johnston in a letter
to thelrish Timesnade a gesture to reality
when he conceded that Gerry Adams was
continuing the policy of demilitarisation
of republicanism started by himself!)

As for Captain Kelly’s good hame: the
politically-motivated intervention by
yesterday’s men in Derry failed to prevent
the launch of a movement to vindicate his
reputation. Afterthese Officials had vented
their spleen, the meeting adjourned and
reconvened without them.

However, the incident strengthens
demands for a proper public inquiry into
the events of 1969-70. The information to
vindicate Captain Kelly as a good and
faithful officer of the Irish State is all there
in Government files. What already has
been made public clears his name. But a
policy of obscuring Taoiseach Lynch’'s
role is evident in the pattern of document
releasesinthe National Archive—and itis
also evident from the Arms Trials in the
conduct of both the Judges and crucial
witnesses like Charles Haughey.

Despite being a defendant, with his

political career in the balance Haughey the cjaim that the meeting, at which such
aserious assassination proposal was made,
“lasted only a few minutesshows just

how much credence can be placed on the
episode!

gave minimalist information to the Court.

He was clearly protecting Jack Lynch. He
and others could have revealed Cabine
discussions and amplified the decisions
taken—which would have exonerated all
the defendants in the Arms Trials. They

The Derry Journal cites the Starry

contained within the Six Counties than
an armed struggle throughout the 32
counties.

“They feared a scenario where tens of
thousands of working class men and
women would take to the streets and
challenge their authority and attempt to
change their system into one that put
working class people first.

“As the republican movement was to
the forefront of that struggle, it would
have been important to divide the
movementand form an organisation that
would have been prepared to pay lip
service to the Free State Government.”

“[The Irish Government wanted to]
eliminate those from within the [IRA]
leadership who would have been
considered Socialist or Communist.

“This would then have laid the
groundwork for the formation of a right
wing and Catholic leadership that would
have been prepared to dance to the tune
of the Dublin regime.

“The meeting [with Capt Kelly] lasted
only a few minutes. Kelly, after
explaining hisrole, offered those present
arms, training and money (£50,000). . . .

“When those present asked Kelly In so far as there is a grain of truth in
what the government wanted in return, @ny of these ravings, it is that the Irish
Kelly said, ‘a guarantee that the struggle Government in August 1969 was helping
would be contained within the Six withthe organisation of Citizens’ Defence
Counties’. groups which had the single purpose of

“The OC then pointed out to Kelly  defending Catholic communities.  Six
that he knew as well as him that such a|nte|ligence Officers, one of whom was
situation was already guaranteed as thecantain Kelly, were sent North to liaise
standing orders of the IRA prevented \ uh nationalist leaders and republicans
any attacks within the 26 counties. - . L

willing to work in the community interest.

“Atthis point, the OC then demanded f . Ilv talked bli .
to know exactly what Kelly wanted in |f Captain Kelly talked to republicans in

return for these weapons and money andD€rmy—as he did to Cathal Goulding him-
aggressively demanded, while pointing Self six or seven times—it was entirely to
his finger towards Kelly that he give him see which individuals were prepared to
a straight answer. put community defence before crackpot

“Kelly then said: ‘the elimination of schemes.
certain members of the leadership of the
republican movement'.” PPS

Liam O Comain Joins

The Mud-Slingers
On 25th July Liam O Comain produced
a jumble of unfounded allegations and
erroneous statements in support of OC
White's assault on Captain Kelly ifhe

failed to do so, not from any personal Ploughto the effect that two other IRA Blanket a web-magazine. In this he
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complains ofa form of censorship being communities under far more mainstreamthe White/Collins claims about Captain

placed around those who agree with leaderships. He also goes onto imply thatkelly, as he was not involved in the

Johnny White’s action”. the Provisionals-to-be regarded such sociaRepublican Movement in the late 1960s
agitations with distaste, being wedded toand early 1970s and was therefore was not

Butwas O Comain himselfthe greatest pre mijlitarism. But that is nowhere near in a position to knowwhat really happened.

censor? An extract from Hisemoirs and

Thoughtappears on a web-sitegland’s messy parting of the ways within
OWN (web download made on 23rd republicanism.

August 2004). Here he speaks of Captain ' | ooking backwards, O Comain is over-
Kelly contacting Republicans to splitthem. emphasising the importance of republican-
And he mentions thathe Dublin agents  jsm in the North at this time—which is
used the possible supply of weapons as &gasily done considering how it is now
means of courting thopeho saw the gun ¢ ¢jipsing all other political tendencies on
as the only means of uniting the country]. ye pationalistside. Inreality, the Citizens’

In addition, they used the well-worn petence Committees—comprising repub-

communist or red scare’ in their attempt ;- ¢ of ol tendencies as well as members

to undermine the republican leadership of L : .

the timé etc. A catalogue of what these of the minority in other parties and with no
—were “in constant

‘agents’ were up to is given, but there is party e:fﬂh_anon : .
notaword abouttrying to bribe republicans contact ‘_N'th the Ir|s“h Government n
to kill each other (for, of course, any 1969, Wh'l_e the lRA ,r,]ad b‘?e” conspi-
killing would have brought retaliation). cuo_u_s_by Its _mactlvny (Kevin Boland,
Liam O Comain says that he himself Indivisible Faith p51).
“took on the role of organising for the
movement’ was in contact with Daithi
O’Connail—whom he tried to bring ou
of retirement—and was close to the late
Malachy McGurran, as well as Sean 3 e
Garland and Cathal Goulding. Yet there I the side of officialdom everywhere.
is no inkling that he knew of the proposed

Quite apart from these organisations,
t thesingle mostde-stabilisingand agitating
force in Northern Ireland at that point was

an accurate description of a chaotic andHe said:

“I don’t know how Johnny White can
claim that | was not in a position of
leadership with the movement.

“| attended the Ard Fheis in 1969 and
supported the leadership position on
taking seats.

“My involvement with the Derry
Citizen’s Action Committee, where |
was secretary is there for all to see.

“A he claims that | wasn’t even in
Derry at the time of these happenings all
| can say is that | went to Cork long after
these events an anyone who was around
in the late 1960’'s knows of my
involvement.

“Alll can say is that if Johnny White’s
memory is such that he cannot remember
my role in the republican movement in
those days then | have to callinto question
how reliable his memory he claims to
speak of regarding Captain Kelly.”

Miss Bernadette Devlin—whowas athorn gean McGouranadds:

The Official IRA was dominant in

Derry until the killing of Ranger Best in

assassination plot. If there had been such Why does O Comain describe Captain vay 1972, when there was a wave of

yKelly as a“Civil Servant’? He must

a proposal, as one of the people strong|
know very well that he was an Army

agitating on the ‘political’ side of

republicanism, surely White, Collins or
any of the others would have taken him
into their confidence and warned him o
what was afoot? After all, he had been

to the Chief ofMilitary Intelligence—a

civilian garda intelligence organisation—

revulsion against it.

In 1974 virtually the whole of the

: g seceded as a result of J. White’'s mis-
f completely different kettle of fish to the management.

The Starry Plough having been the

approached by an agent of the Irish Statd"® body which was in fact the premier pypjication of the Officials/Republican

in Monaghan and felt out abdtie need

to defend the nationalist peoplahd the
strength of his allegiance to Cathal
Goulding.

If O Comain had had any hint of money
for assassinations, he would certainly have
dramatised the story in his web auto-
biography. He is certainly not shy of
having a highly-coloured story about the
parting of the ways with Martin
McGuinness on the site.

State.

His major allegation in thBlanket is
that—

split the Republican Movement in order

to disable its more progressive elements
and via the dissenters to manipulate the
movement in the north... as a means j§f
bringing to an end the increasin

. agitation in relation to housing, groung
Here are the arguments which O rents, etc. in the south”.

Comain adduces to support his insistence have been through many files relating §
in theBlanketpiece that there watdruth  thjs period in the National Archive. | hav
in the allegations made by Johnnie Whiteyet to see a word which indicates that tHis
that he as OC of the Derry Brigade was 55 captain Kelly's mandate. If Liam
offered money by Captain Kelly to getrid -, ,0in can produce the evidence for thff
of certain republicans at the time”. let him publish it. If not, he should
His firstseems to be tHdhe k.)'rth and apologise to the Kelly family for the
development of extra-parliamentary character assassination of a man wfjo
activity in the north in the late nineteen .
sixties and early seventies helped as ac@nnotanswer for himself.
catalyst to plant hope in the nationalist
people”. PPPS
It seems that O Comain is here trying Since the above was written
to claim the credit for the Stickies for the Ejonnbarra O’Dochertaigh has respondd
self-activity of Northern Ireland to claims that he is in no position to rebii
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Intelligence-gathering body of the Irish clyps in Derry, ceased to be a Stickie
publication overnight, and became the
IRSP paper.

The allegations against Captain Kelly

made by J. White and P. Collins did not

“...recent _southefn state papers... appear in the pamphlet produced by the
reveal Captain Kelly's mandate was 10 oficials which alleged that Fianna Fail
had set up the Provisionals.

Do you want to sign the
petition to clear Captain

Kelly's name?

You can do so

"and obtain information about hi§

life and work on the
dedicated website at:

Www.capikelly.org



http://www.captkelly.org/
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The contest of OisIn and Patrick A3)

Oisln:

I would truly prefer

to be in the company of the Fianna as I was,
powerless, naked, hungry

in poverty rather than in the paradise of Christ.

Patrick:

My regret and my grief

are your disparaging and belittlement of God,
unceasing in words of madness

praising the greatness of the Fianna.

O.:

It is not fitting for you, O Patrick,

to accuse me of abuse and belittlement;
did you not say yourself that God is good
just as I say that Fionn and the Fianna were?
P.:

I would not mind you praising the Fianna,
their battle exploits and their vigour,

but it is grievous, importunate and foolish
to belittle God while praising Fionn.

O.

I was not acquainted with God
but I knew Fionn and the Fianna;
if God is better than they were

his virtue and repute were unknown to me.

P.

I tell no falsehood about God,

his virtue, his charity, his deeds;

you old fellow of churlish speech,

his goodness is everlasting.

O.:

I will not believe your sayings about God,
his goodness, his hospitality and his sharing,
until you come with me to his household

to see with my own eyes if they are true.

P.:

If you were in God’s paradise,

you old man without sense or regard,
what would you see in his mansion
since your eyes are blind?

0.

If one of God’s virtues is his generosity
he would pity one such as me to be sightless;
if I got inside his door

I would ask him for an instant cure.

If I was inside that mansion

that is called the court of the King of Grace,
though I am withered and blind

I would sense whether it was better to be there.

I would soon obtain knowledge of God

whether he is humane and generous in sharing; and not to the mansion of the Only-Son of God.

if he has plenty of bread

I would remain in his company forever.

O Patrick, I would praise even you.

and likewise I would praise your clergy,

if only you would come with me with all speed
until we arrive at this mansion of God.

P.:

It is not the haste of the Fianna to the chase,
nor the charge with war-standard at the
comencement of battle,

that resemble the journey to that place;

it is not physical strength that takes us there.
O.

O Patrick, tell that God of yours

that Fionn and the Fianna did not know
that he existed in their time

and if they had known they would have
been pleased to do his bidding.

Do not forget to tell him in time,

if he will not permit the Fianna to be in his presence,
to send me to the Fianna

to suffer the torment (of the damned) with them.
P.:

Where Fionn and the Fianna are

that is where you are going, I fear,

O Oisin, I am certain of this,

®
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The NIT Page— (Not in the lrish Times)

MORE LETTERS SUPPRESSEDBY THE IRISH TIMES

15 September 2004
Casement And Guilt By Association

I don’t know whether the Casement
“Black Diaries” were forged or not, and in
some respects I don’t care. What I do care
about is the use to which those diaries were
put by the British Government to ensure
Casement’s judicial murder for struggling
for the freedom ofhis own small nation. And
what I particularly object to on the part of
those who now trumpet that the “Diaries”
were authentic is the “guilt by association”
polemics employed against others who
continue to question that yet-to-be-
conclusively-proven assertion. Still worse
is their posthumous deployment, not only
against those who originally challenged that
supposed authenticity more than three score
and ten years ago, but also for the purpose of
smearing Casement’s own patriotic and anti-
racist politics by association with the
radically different politics of some of those
who would invoke his name more than two
decades after his death.

W.J.McCormack derides W.J. Maloney
(September 14) for his lack of foresight in
failing to see where fascism was leading in
1936, but he omits to remind us that within
three years Maloney had withdrawn the
permission he had earlier given Francis Stuart
to publish a translation of his Casement
book in Nazi Germany. One of Maloney’s
supporters, Maud Gonne, is indeed accurate-
ly described as an anti-Semite, coming as
she did from the anti-Dreyfusard tradition in
France, but McCormick also omits to remind
us that Maloney’s chief collaborator, Dr.
Patrick McCartan, held the opposite point of
view and, in fact, wished to honour Casement
by proclaiming him to be “the Irish Dreyfus”.
Nor are we told that the preferred retail
outlet for Maloney’s book in Dublin was
that of the foremost Irish writer of anti-Nazi
verse during the 1930s, Dermot Fitzpatrick.

IfNazi German propaganda proclaimed
that Catholics experienced discrimination
in Northern Ireland, this does not make such
discrimination any less a fact. And Britain’s
crime against Casement becomes no less a
crime, notwithstanding the fact that, as
McCormack points out, “Casement was
extensively exploited in Berlin during the
Nazi years”. The chief agent of that
exploitation was Francis Stuart, who
concluded his own 1940 Berlin book, “Der
Fall Casement”, with a vision of Irish
participation in something like a Waffen-SS
guard of honour in a Nazi-occupied Britain:
“Perhaps one day, no longer lying far away,
Irish and German soldiers will stand together
before Casement’s unmarked grave”.

Stuart is indeed a stark omission from
McCormack’s list of “baddies”. To call
McCormack an admirer of Stuart could,

however, be described as misleading, but
only to the extent of constituting an
understatement. As editor of “A Festschrift
for Francis Stuart on his 70th Birthday”,
W.J. McCormack in fact emerged as the
high priest of the Stuart cult in 1972. He
offered the following apologia for his hero:

“Despite the outbreak of war Stuart
decided that he should go to Berlin, that he
should be where Europe was then focussed
... For those who were not there, those who
were not touched outwardly by the holocaust,
the testimony of a returned witness may be
embarrassing; they prefer the pure martyr to
the flawed survivor who may still speak.
Stuart is such a survivor; Anne Frank is such
a victim. Many who read ‘The Diary’
mentally limit their experience to specified
periods of time, specific individuals. The
reader is largely immune”.

W.J. McCormack was not, of course,
into Holocaust denial. Notwithstanding the
benefit of thirty years hindsight, however,
he was quite willing to trivialise that
Holocaust when he invoked Francis Stuart
in order to slap down “The Diary of Anne
Frank” for being preoccupied with what the
French National Front leader Jean-Marie Le
Pen would infamously categorise in 1987 as
amere “point of detail of Second World War
history”. Personally, I find W.J. Maloney’s
short-lived lack of foresight in 1936 far
easier to forgive. “Guilt by association” is
not a game to be played in such a fragile
glass house.

Manus O’Riordan,

10 September 2004
Famine Figures

Your editorial on the recent population
figures (“More Irish People” 8/9/2004) uses
some statistics regarding the Famine that are
open to debate.

Officials and demographers at the time
did not accept the official figure for the
population of 1841 - 8.2 million - as being
reliable. Cecil Woodham-Smith records this
in her book ‘The Great Hunger.’ As she
says, it was reckoned on the basis of some
recounts that there was an underestimate of
about one third. Sticking with figures
rounded to the nearest million, that means
the population figure for 1841, as established
by the partial recount, was 11 million.

That was not the only occasion on which
census figures had to be readjusted. It
happened again in the UK in 1991 because
of the Poll tax. I know from personal
experience that the results were then
immediately disregarded as totally unreliable
in many areas. Tithes, among many other
factors, were a major factor in 1841 that
inclined people in Ireland not to volunteer
information.

The annual Irish population rate of

growth was then 1.6% which would have
given a figure of 12 million by mid-1846
and could have been 13 million by 1851. As
yousay, the official figure for that latter year
was 6.5 million and ironically this could be
anoverestimate as people were then inclined
to ‘overinclude’ themselves in the hope of
extra relief.

Accepting your figure for emigration of
1 million we are left with a considerably
larger death figure than 1 or 2 millions, the
numbers usually quoted. Instead, it could be
uncannily close to 6 million.

One of the amazing facts about the Great
Hunger was that there was never a
contemporary counting of the numbers who
died. I suggest that it is a long overdue fact
of our history that should be fully discussed
and the facts clearly established once and for
all. Your columns could provide a valuable
service to help do this.

Timothy Lane

September 22, 2004

BY WAY OF CONTRAST.......c.uun..
Consider how the important subject of
Kevin Myers’s tender ego is dealt with as a
topic in the Letters page of thdrish Times.
He writes fictitious and absurd letters
criticising himself and then publishes them
with a smirk of self-satisfaction in his column
(10 September 2004). Perhaps théish
Timesshould do something to bolster his
clearly flagging ego and do as they did in
2001: publish a series of letters praising the
great man. Though this time we would
suggest varying the message somewhat.
Merely concocting different headings is the
lazy way out. The laughable loudmouth of
Irish reaction deserves better, surely. The
following letters found no difficulty in getting
published:
October 15, 2001
Voice Of Realism
In this island of pharisaical hypocrisy,
thank heavens for the voice of realism
from Kevin Myers.
Yours, etc., John McGeorge,
Doonbeg, Co Clare.

October 5, 2001
State Funeral For Kevin Barry

In this island of pharisaical hypocrisy,
thank heavens for the voice of realism from
Kevin Myers.

Yours, etc., John McGeorge,
Doonbeg, Co Clare.

October 1, 2001
Terrorist Attacks In United States

In this island of pharisaical hypocrisy,
thank heavens for the voice of realism from
Kevin Myers.

Yours, etc., John McGeorge,
Doonbeg, Co Clare.

[Editorial Note: These letters are not

an invention: check for yourself!]. o
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Again, quoting Hetherington he says
that:
. . . “Croskerry was a bit of a bohemian,
I rl S h TI m eS H I Sto ry aman who sailed a boat on the Shannon,
frequently colliding with bridges and

. . - L with other craft, and was famous the
One of the interesting aspectsTdfe  supposed administrative incompetence he length and breadth of Ireland for his foul

Irish Timeswas its stability over a long was able to thwart Lowe’s every attempt language.”

period. When it was incorporated in 1900 to bring him to heel. Smyllie survived as | found this picture of Croskerry as a
it had seven shareholders: John and DavidEditor until his death in 1954. man‘“impossible to work withimplaus-
Amott, William Guest Lane, Robert ible. For one thing he seems to have been
Stokes, John Simmington, Albert Hall ~ But the story of Frank Lowe’s rise to capable of marshalling his forces very
and John Carlyle. In 1965 some of the power inThe Irish Timess an interesting el to enable Lowe to beconte facto
original shareholders family names were one. Managing Director. Secondly, itis unlikely

still on the company’s register. Therewas ~ The company was not in a healthy that such arfimpossible” man would
a Lane, a Simmington and a John Arnott.financial state in 1941. Its Preference paye been able to develop such a thriving
Also, there was a Howard Robinson who Shareholders had not been paid for manyaw practice as Croskerry did. Thirdly,
may have had afamily or business connecyears and, according to Gray, they had noageorge Hetherington was hardly an
tion with Albert Hall since he was listed as say in the running of the company. impartial observer.
a director of a company called the Hall Arevolt by these shareholders, led by
School Ltd. But by then their influence Fred Croskerry of the well known legal  Gray describes Hetherington as Frank
was a remnant of their ancestors. All werefirm, succeeded in appointing a Frank | g\e’s nephew, but he was more than just
small shareholders with the exception of Lowe to the Board of Directors dthe 4 pephew.
John Arnott who held 25% of the ordinary Irish TimesIn Gray’s book Frank Lowe is A year after George Hetherington’s
stock. By the early 1970s Arnott and the described as grominent Mason’;, “a  pirth his father died and his mother
others had all sold their ordinary stock to church going Christian"and “deeply  emjgrated to Canada with the two elder
the five Directors who benefited from the interested in the Boys’ Brigade” children. George remained in Ireland to
restructuring in 1974. be reared by Frank Lowe and his wife.
Gray doesn't say why Croskerry didn’t

But up until the early 1940s the old gethimselfappointed to the boardinstead  Hetherington was one of the main
guard was very much in control. Tony of using Frank Lowe as the front man. At peneficiaries of Frank Lowe’s Success.
Gray in his entertaining biography of the the Annual General Meeting of the com- e pecame a directorthe Irish Time&
legendarylrish Times Editor, R.M.  pany in 1941, Simmington (the General 1954 andin 1959 he became joint Manag-
Smyllie, gives an interesting insight into Manager) was kicked upstairs and Lowejng Director with Douglas Gageby
the running of the paper in the forties and was appointed a Director with very consid- (Gageby’s obituary irThe Irish Times
fifties. This book was originally intended erable executive powers. Loftus Armott says that Hetherington invited Gageby to
to be part of a history of the newspaperretained the title of Chairman, and Sir join him as Managing Director). In 1962
which The Irish Timesvas compiling in  Lauriston Arnott continued to be called Gageby and Hetherington were succeeded
1982. Butfor some reas@he Irish Times  Managing Director, though allthe manag- py McDowell. Hetherington, of course—

decided not to go ahead with the project!ing was now done by Lowe. along with Gageby, McDowell and the
) ) ) ) o two Walkers—was one of the five directors
In the early forties the Arnott family, It is possible that at this time the un- jo\wners who benefited from the re-

the well known retailers, owned all the orthodox policy of giving votes to  girycturing in 1974.

ordinary shares, according to Gray, and anPreference Shareholders was introduced. o ) _
Albert Hall had been the Company The balance of power was shifting away ~ Hewas also ajoint Managing Director
Secretary for many years. The Generalfrom the original shareholders (in in1962ofFrank Lowe’s company, Helys,
Manager was J.J. Simmington, who particular the Arnott family) towards the the printing and stationery firm. Ralph

seemed incapable of making Smyllie Freemason Frank Lowe and his allies. @nd Phillip Walker were also Directors of
amenable to discipline. this company. Major McDowell seems to

_ Gray says that, following the successful have been close to the Walkers. He started
Gray presents a picture of very weak coup Lowe and Fred Croskerry, sat down lifein The Irish Timeas ajoint shareholder

management of the newspaper. Althoughe, -, together at Jury's. Croskerry With Ralph Walker.

Smyllie seems to have been at the Centreasked his close friend, who was now thanks i it is i i
of Dublin intellectual life for a period, ’ Incidentally, it is interesting that

holding court in the Palace Bar and g)zggttrﬁr?i;aeagg grr];gl'lr']r?ilsm:gcfjoer,sio\:va Hetherington described Croskerry‘as
subsequently ifThe Pear] his administ- refused Understandallaly Croskqerry neve?Olt ofa bohemlanl_)ecause ! eppears Ehat
rative skills left a lot to be desired. There spoke o Lowe again : he was something of gbohemian
's a quote from Brian Inglis (Casement's This betrayal is dif%icult to understand hl_msel_f. According to his obltu‘a_ry (The
biographer) indicating that: since Gray described the two men as being;nSh Tlm?S 24'11'0‘1)’ he wasaighly
“Smyllie is infuriatingly casualinall ~ * 2" 02 T T ters a egarded poet anda gifted painter in
routine matters. To answer letters is his . ' y watercolours”. In June 1962, following

agony; to lose them his delight.” possml.e explanation. Quoting a Georgetne dissolution of his marriage, he
Hetherington he says that Lowe was:  remarried in New York. This marriage

In 1941, “the tough businessman” “...perfectly right. Croskerry would  \yas to Christine O’ Brien, who had
Frank Lowe, became thie factdVlanag- have been disastrous, absolutely gyorced Conor Cruise O’ Brien the

impossible to work with.”

ing Director and it seems for all Smyllie’s previous year.
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And yet this didn’t seem to affect his Smyllie, was also one (sekead Or Harp There were also 100 One Pound 5%
career inThe Irish Times by Lionel Flemming, quoted by Dave Non Cumulative Preference Shares. 13 of

The other omission from Gray’s book Alvey in Church & Statemagazine No.| these shares were distributed to
is that, although he reveals that Frank77). One can only wonder what other individuals. The remaining 87 were owned
Lowe was a Freemason, he neglects to telbetails are omitted from Gray’s book. | by the ubiquitous “The Irish Times Trust
us that the subject of his book, R.M. John Martin Ltd".

But the other interesting thing is that
there were 100 One Pound Ordinary

. . Sh .Th hi individuals wh
The Irish TiImes Share  sncrsimcimamerreiance
Shares were listed as owning the 1 Pound
Stru Ctu re Afte r 1 9 74 Ordinary Shares. The remaining 87 were

owned by The Irish Times Foundation
One of the surprising discoveries that this amount. It also says that this was aLtd.

thelrish Political Reviewhas made isthat “net” figure. In other words there was no
in 1974 The Irish Times Ltd. was 100% tax paid. Kevin Myers informs uS(nday The significance of this is that the
owned by the Irish Times Holdings, an Telegraph18.10.02) that the deal was ordinary shareholders would have been
unlimited company, while control of The done only hours before the introduction of entitled to any dividends from The Irish
Irish Times Ltd was exercised through the Capital Gains Tax in Ireland. So the boys Times Ltd. While 13 Ordinary Shares
Irish Times Trust Ltd., which owned all did very well. does not seem very much to own in a
the preference shares. Thiswas interesting company, if there are only 100 ordinary
because all of the newspaper reports on. shares in total, that represents 13%. Also
The Irish Timebkave indicated that it was if the other 87% of the company is owned
owned by The Irish Times Trust. y an entity which has no share capital, as
isthe case with The Irish Times Foundation

td, all dividends would have to go to the
ndividuals who own the 13%. This might
seem an academic argument for acompany

But where did this money come from?
e 1,625,000 required to finance the
Ordinary Shares purchase came from th
Bank of Ireland. The Irish Times Holding

As indicated in previous issues of this issued this amount in the form of Prefer-
magazine the five directors (Major ence Shares. (In those days Banks coul
McDowell, Douglas Gageby, George avoid paying taxes on the income of loans
Hetherington and Ralph a_md Phillip Eo com"panles py calling such Ioa_ns which claims to benon profit’ and
Walker) owned all of the Ordinary Share “shares”.) In my view the Bank would still . . .

ital before th tructuring in 1974, h ired torforth ¢ therefore has no dividends. But is this
capital before the restructuring in . have r‘equwe , aguarantor forthese prefers. o~ The Irish Times Holdings, the
This amounted to a total nominal value of ence ‘shares’.

L owner of The Irish Times Ltd, ever pay
120,000 Pounds. However, they d'dﬂt The remaining £380,000 required to dividends?
own all of the Preference Share capital

amounting to 380,000 Pounds finance the purchase ofthe The Irish Times _ _ _
’ ' Ltd Preference Shares came from the There is a rather confusing article by

The Irish Times Holdings entity bought Directors themselves. The five Directors Liam Collins ofThe Sunday Independent
out all the shareholders for 2,005,000 paid £76,000 each, less the amount 0f(23.12.01) on Major McDowell's tax
Pounds. The Preference shareholders werreference Shares that they might haveaffairs. While it looks like he had a long
bought out at “par” or £380,000. This is already owned. running dispute with the Revenue
not totally unreasonable since the Commissioners, the only reference | could
Preference shareholders would not have  So the issued share capital in 1974 ofsee to fines and penalties was for 357
been entitled to any profits over and aboveThe Irish Times Holdings was as follows: Pounds.
the interest dividend. However, they were

entitled to votes at the General Meetings. 7% Cumulative A First Preference  Buttheinteresting thing, and about the
Shares only coherent part of the article, was that

The Ordinary Shares were valued at Held by Bank of Ireland 1,625,000 Major McDowell received dividends
1,625,000 Pounds or about £13.54 per amountingto 4,953 pounds, 11,811 pounds

share. Readers might remember from the /% Cumulative B First Preference and 7,421 pounds in 1979, 1980 and 1981

i i it Shares from the Irish Times Holdings! Collins
July 2004 issue of thérish Political Held by George Hetherington and g

Reviewthat, when the Directors were Derdiu Ltd 76.000 doesn’'t make much of this because the
issuing new shares to themselves in 1972, """ objective of the story seems to be to show
they bought them at par or 1 pound each! 7% Cumulative C First Preference that McDowell was a tax evader.
So in effect they succeeded in buyingthe  Shares . o .
Ordinary Shares at a price that was much Held by Rossdohan Ltd (Ralph and  Butwhatthis appearstoindicate is that
cheaper than they sold them for two years ~ Phillip Walker) 152,000 the individual owners of The Irish Times
later. This enabled them to increase their Holdings were receiving dividends. Ifthis
voting power in relation to the Preference 7% Cumulative D First Preference is true the assertion that all the profits in
shareholders. Shares The Irish Timefave gone back into the
Held by Fetchfer (Douglas Gageby) newspaper since 1974 is not true.

So, given that each Director owned 76,000
20% of the Ordinary Shares, they would _ | could not find any evidence of
have received 325,000 each (1,625,000 7% Cumulative E Preference Shares giyidend payments in the Companies’
divided by 5).The Irish Timesbituary on Held by Dowell Ltd (Major McDowell)  gfice  because there are no financial
Gageby in June confirms that he received 76,000 statements for the The Irish Times
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Holdings or The Irish Times Ltd filed for Editor was Conor Brady who was THE GREATEST BRITISH
the period from 1973 to 1989. However appointed to the Board of Directors on RucBy PLavEr OF ALL TIME
there was nothing to prevent the payment23rd December 1985. It must have beena The famous journalist John Healy had
of dividends in the 1974 Articles of memorable Christmas for Brady. The abriefinvolvementwith the inner sanctum
Association and there were still some indi- newspaper continued to be profitable andof The Irish Timesgroup. He was a
vidual Irish Times Holdings ordinary by November 1988 the company was in afounding subscriber for The Irish Times
shareholders, including Major McDowell, position to redeem the Preference Share$loldings in 1974. He also had one

for the 1979 to 1981 period. It was only in owned by the 1974 owners. preference share in that company. But for
January 1985 that individual ordinary whatever reason, he seemsto have renoun-
shareholders transferred their ordinary OTtHER DiRecTorsHIP CHANGES — ced his exalted status within a few weeks
shares to The Irish Times Foundation. The first three directors to resign after and reverted to being a mere journalist.

the re-structuring in 1974 were Ralphand  Readers who were “shocked” at last
It would appear that ordinary share Phillip Walker and George Hetherington. month’s revelation that Mike Gibson
dividends ceased to be paid out after 1985As indicated in the July 2004 issue of the declared his nationality to be British might
But, if Liam Collins is right, there were Irish Political Review itwas theirintention be interested to know more of his involve-
ordinary share dividend payments madeto resign and “cash in” which triggered ment withThe Irish Times
after 1974 and before 1985. the 1,625,000 pound jackpot. I could find  His involvement appears to have been
no evidence of any involvement by them quite brief. He was appointed a director of
in The Irish Times after their resignations. The Irish Times Ltd, The Irish Times
; Holdings and a Governor of The Irish
between 1973 and 1989, the evidenceUnlonlst,wasafoun.dmg gnd longstanding resigned as Director and Governor in
would suggest that it may 'have struggledGovernor of The Irlsh.T|mes Trust Lt.d' Septe_mber 1976. _Shares of One Pqund
from 1974 to 1977. Fergus Patrick H_e was appointed a Director of The Irish e?‘Ch in The I_nsh Times Ltq and The |r|§h
D’Esterre Pyle succeeded Gageby asT'mes Ltd on 2nd July 1974. He then Times Holdings were disposed of in
Editor in 1974 and became a Director in re§|gned on 23rd July 1974' When | sawNovember 1976 {and October 1977.'
July of that year. But, according The this | thought that he might have hgd_a | can shed no light on why he resigned.
Timesobituary of Gag’eby the financial prob!em with swearing the Oqth. T.hls 'S Perhaps thatOath” b_othered him. It's
affairs of the company deteriorated to required of Directors of The Irish Times ane th|_ng to be working fo_r _the good of
such an extent théinly Gageby’s return Ltd but was not reqL_ured .Of the founding humanity, butto have_to doitin secretwas
would satisfy its bankers” Governors of The Irish Times Trust Ltd.. maybe too much for him. Instead he chose
However, whatever the reason for his the soft option of winning glory for Ireland,
Pyle resigned as Editor on 30th Juneresignation, he Seems to have overcome ithe Lions and the Barbarians on Rugby
1977. The Articles of Association of the and was re-appointed Director on 9th fields all over the world!

company also required him to resign his September 1974. John Martin
position as Director. However, McDowe
used his powers to re-appoint him to the Reader’s Letter
Board. Butheresigned againthe followiqg —

RepemPTION OF SHARES

February.
Another casualty of the financig Carrydef’ CO ' Down
problems ofThe Irish Timesvas Peter O | was invited recently to give a talk to couldn’tbe mentioned in this area because

Hara, who apparently was the “Managirjg the Carryduff Historical Society about the of it hijacking by Irish Nationalism. Now
Director” (Major McDowell’s title was| areaas|remembered it from 1938 - 1946.you get lectured on it everywhere you go.
“Chief Executive”). He resigned in Marclh Parts of Carryduffin Mid-Down israpidly After speaking to the historical society |
1977. being built on and has already been ropedvas asked by the Principal of Carryduff
in as a Belfast suburb and those whoPrimary School to speak to the children
Gageby succeeded Pyle as Editor gndemember it as it was are beginning to dieand their teachers. After that | was given
also re-joined the Board of Directors aftgr off a tour of the area and visited the old
his resignation in February 1975. Thjs Killynure school which has been converted
became known as “the second coming”.  What is interesting about the area isinto asmall church bythe Free Presbyterian
The company appears to have madgq ahe reclamation of Protestant history, the Church. The minister in charge told me
spectacular recovery in his time as Editprtaking back of 1798.1 wrote a letter some about the history of the school and how it
and The Irish Times Holdings, as well s time back to thdrish Political Review first opened during the 1798 Rebellion.
paying ordinary share dividendp concerning a work by two Carryduff
(allegedly), was able to redeem tie historians which brought in something of  Driving back through Killynure with
1,625,000 Pounds worth of Preferenfe1798 and how itaffected the area. I thoughtthe Principal , the retired caretaker of the
Shares held by Bank of Ireland in Februgry Brendan Clifford summed up very well in school accompanying us constantly asked
1985 (nearly 7 years before they were duethe September 2004 issue of thish  for the carto be stopped a number of times
for redemption). Not bad when yop Political Reviewwhat 1798 meant in in order to point out the farms of the
consider the state of the Irish economyljinreality to both Protestant and Catholic. Protestant families whose forebears had
the first half of the 1980s. foughtin 1798. His family has lived in the
Now 1798 is becoming alive again in area during that period. He spoke of the
The successor to Douglas GagebyJasCarryduff. This was once a subject which 1798 fighters as revolutionaries.
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A large area of Killynure, withi
Carryduff, remains somewhat remote

expanding there. They now find the d
Killynure school too small and hay
already bought land nearby in order
build a much larger church. There is
doubt that the Free Presbyterians
beginning to overshadow the traditio
local Presbyterians by their optimism
vibrancy.

Personally | see this renewed inter
in 1798 by sections of the Protesta
population as a warning to Whitehall
keep the Ulster dimension. How ironig

’

the Free Presbyterian Church is rapiglly

Housing Policy
In Northern Ireland

Now that the war in Northern Ireland is hoped could herald a new future of co-
al s, effectively, over, journalists have to operation between the two communities”
dwrite about other aspects of the place.

David McKittrick of The Independent The use of the term ‘the authorities’ is

(London), while reluctant to discard the quite interesting, the actual Housing
PStexotic ‘place apart’ image which is Executive (NIHE) is not mentioned until
Nthecoming hackneyed, has written the tenth paragraph, of this particular
O interesting, if not very enlightening stuff. article. The NIHE probably knows why

Id
e

and nave of Catholic Nationalists to thi

that when the Protestant re-awoke to Ris/Are Still Strangers To Each OtHeatures

[k

Bl An item (Tues., 06.04.04) is headlined people want to live apart. (McKittrick
Land Where Protestants And Catholics actually alludes to itlives have been lost
when people strayed into the “wrong”

her past history that the United Irishmpn the information emerging that housing is areas”) When people are asked what sort

(woman) would be re-born to create
unified country.

It was interesting to hear a loc
Catholic in Carryduff realise that he h
once saw the Protestant as an interlo
Now he insisted that the Protestant ig

a ‘polarised’ to use the word fashionable in of area they want to live in, the usual
the 1980s. A glib response to this is thatresponse is ‘mixed,—or...". Living with
people in Northern Ireland, like people ‘our own’ is rarely anybody’'s ideal

Al everywhere else, meet in public places:situation, but it is safer for all concerned.

td where they work, travel to and from work, Social engineering is clearly being pushed

erand where they take their leisure. Peopleby the NIO (Northern Ireland Office),
asin Northern Ireland are not ‘strangers’ to probably backed up by the New Labour

part of the that area as the very soil its
| alsofeltthatthe Irishness of the Protes
in this part of Mid-Down is such th
people from Cork would feel at ho
among them.

Intalking later to some other Catholi
in the area about 1798 one of them
they supported its history in the p
because the Protestants had abandon
But now that there was renewed intere

elf.each other: they live apart because theygovernmentwith its propensity to meddle,
ntknow each other intimately—why create and not leave well alone, Blair himself
t asituation where the political can becomemay have inspired the notion. There are at
€ |ethally personal? present four hundred ‘mixed-marriage’
According to this article’...many families on Belfast, and they may well be
assumed the ceasefires would result in athe nucleus around which this social
S drawing together of the communities...” experiment will be carried out.
idBut they must have been living in a
st different planet from the rest of us—oron  ‘Stormont’ set up a Housing Trust
d ithe Gold coast of North Down—whichever (NIHT) in 1947, with Local Government
inis the furthest from common reality. What areas retaining their right to house local

it by the Protestant community they hpd has actually happened is that there is nowesidents, presumably after putting
handed it back because it had ceased tp bthear-total segregation ... The authorities pressure on the Northern Ireland
aCatholic myth. The Catholiccommunify therefore face adauntingtaskinaimingto Government. An agitation about the
there appear strong and confident in tieirreverse ...polarisation and working disposal of Local Government houses in
identity and have introduced Gaefjc towards a more tolerant and exclusive pyngannon—one was given to the
football to the area. This is a great chapgeSOciety”. Why have ‘the authorities’ set nineteen year old, unmarried, secretary of
from how the few mixed and wholp themselvesthistask? Generally speaking, |oca) Unionist (Stormont) MP rather
Catholic familiesin Carryduffhadtoskulk People are quite happy to live with people \hap 19 a large Catholic family—led
about in the past. They were reviving the they agree with politically. (That this is girectly to the implosion of ‘Northern
old Irish place names such as CeathradifficultiocomprehendinEngland,indeed |g|ang', the setting up of the Provisional
Aodha Dhuibh for the anglicised Carrydyff the whole of Great Britain, because of the |p A and the demise of the Unionist-
on their notepaper and websites. Tjhetrivialisation of the political process, does yominated ‘Stormont’ government of the
mainly Protestant Carryduff Historicyl NOt mean that the readership of thdy iy counties of Northern Ireland. The
Society in their literature has also helged Should not be asked to at least, attempt tq\ 4T operated a fair and strict ‘points’
to stimulate interest in the old Irigh 9ettheirheadsaround the matter.) Living gy stem, so that even people who were in
placenames. apart means living in peace. desperate need of accommodation, were
merely irritated if it took some time for
themto be housed. The systemwas played
straight by dispassionate civil servants.
(Furthermore, the houses and flats, while
usually nothing spectacular to look at,
were sturdy and well-built.) The
dispassionate civil servants also tended to
house Protestants and Catholics in the
same estates, except in places (like east
Belfast) where it was not really possible
due to the overwhelming numbers of

=2

Catholics tell me their population hgs  McKittrick’s other item isUlster
risen in numbers and that Carryduff Has Tackles Segregation With Mixed Housing
become a peaceful place for many mi edEstatesthose authorities’ (again) have

Catholic/Protestant families. | had a I4st P&en“galvanised” by the figures for

look around and except for one small ajea S€9regated’ housing. It seems that 98%

in Killynure, Carryduff is politically and °f ‘Working class Belfastlives in what a
religiously free of graffiti. No flag o smart-alecky 1970s academic called

bunting flies and no kerbstones are painfed,confessionally-pure’ areas. The Powers
Wilson John Haire. that Be plan td'create” new housing
16 September, 200k estates in which Prods and Pdjpél life
’ alongside each other in schemes which it

ed
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Protestant (or Catholic) peoplein particu
areas. Ido notknow if this was ‘policy’ i
the sense of being a thought-out (if

necessarily written down) strategy. Pla
which are now ‘notorious’ were ‘mixe
from the start, Ballymurphy and Rathco
are examples. There are still so
Protestant families in the ‘murph. Peo
lived in these places quite happily fr
the late 1940s/ early '50s, until the ballo
went up in 1969. Even then, the m
movement of population tended to hap

in the first two or three years of the 197

These people did not move out of ar
they had brought their families up
because their neighbours sudde
developed anti-social habits, or beca
they suddenly discovered that th

neighbours were unpleasant people. When

guestioned by the media, most of th
moving regretted their decision and m
of those remaining were genuinely up
at losing valued neighbours. Clinton
team in the White House had a sound
‘It's the economy,—stupidin Northern
Ireland in '69 to '73 it waspolitics,—
stupid’. Everyone living in Ulster kney

ar

ot
es

Farenheit 9/11

| went to this film without any high The film doesn't explain why Gore
N expectations despite it winning the Palmdidn’t sign the petition. It is possible that
d’Or. One reason for my scepticism washe felt that the price of bringing the whole
that, after the last US Presidential electionpolitical system into disrepute was not
SS Michael Moore appeared on BBC's worth paying, even if his own political
n NewsnightHis response to the accusationambition had to be sacrificed. Aless benign
S thathe helped elect Bush by urging Demo-~view would be that he was so entrenched
crat supporters vote for the Green candiin the political establishment that he was
a5 date Ralph Nadar was supercilious. Heincapable of supporting a popular cam-
replied that at least now Americans havepaign that was not controlled by his party.
ly the consolation that, no matter how stupid
_Sethey might be, they will still be more Following the election Bushis portray-
Ir intelligent than the President of the USA. ed as dlame duck President’The film
says that before September 11th he was on
| was expecting afew more belly laughsholidays for more than 40% of his time.
Stin this film and little else. There are plenty On September the 11th he heard of the
et of belly laughs, but the humour doesn’tfirst plane crashing in to the World Trade
S detract from the politics of the film. Centre before attending a photo opportun-

n

Se

t"teMoore’s film is a devastating critique of ity atakindergarten. While he was listening

the Bush Administration. His targets areto the story of the three pigs, an aide told
well aimed and if, in the course of his him of the second plane. The film shows
polemic, collateral damage is inflicted on disturbing pictures of the president trans-

=

that the place had politically implode
despite the British, and to an extent,

other English speaking and internatiorjal

media, drivelling on about ‘mindle

violence’ in Ulster. We were in the midpt

of awar to, somehow or other, clear up
debris.

The people who live in these ne
estates will, one hopes, enjoy their liveq

whatwill probably be better laid outestalEs Republican (You could tell by their

than those built in the straitened forti
and fifties. (Though the quality of th
work and of the materials used seems

have deteriorated.) A minor aspect of this yalidated the election result because i

is that, while the NI Housing Trust wa

' some so called innocent civilians such adixed, opening and closing a children’s
€ Ricky Martin and Britney Spears, such isbook. Moore tells us that it was like this
war! for a full seven minutes.

The film opens with the 2000 election ~ The film will confirm suspicions that

he and asks did it really happen or was it justGeorge W is not the sharpest tool in the
a dream? It concludes that it did happengarden shed. But the actions of his admin-
George Bush did indeed steal the electionstration cannot be explained away by
v from Al Gore. Itdetails the disenfranchise- incompetence. After September the 11th,
in ment of voters who were unlikely to vote all flights were grounded except for the
extended Bin Laden family. Over a hun-
s colour”), the supervision of the counting dred ofthemwere allowed leave the United
- by Bush’s supporters etc. etc. States for Saudi Arabia, the country of

10 |t argues that the Supreme Court.origin of most O.f the hijacker§. Thg film
[lkndlcates that this, of course, is against all
nown police procedure. The family mem-

S was packed with Bush cronies. | wonder L o .
bers of a fugitive from justice are the first

discreet in preferring to house people,
‘mixed estates’, it was the great libe

O’Neill who made an issue of the mattgr. previous 8 years.

Instead of allowing the Trust its head,

giving it the remit to house everybody In

Northern Ireland (which may well ha

been one of the reforms he and Bill Crgig
refused to call reforms), he insisted pn

show case estates. One was Twinbr

onthe western outskirts of Belfast; anotljer

one was Unity Flats at the former juncti
of the Shankill and Old Lodge Roads.
is (just about) conceivable that, if O’'Ne

had not been exhibitionist about thgse
matters, the solid groups of Catholics gnd

Protestants living in recognisable ‘ghettd

would have become a thing of the pas

the course of the past thirty years.
Seén McGouran

N whether this was true. After all, a Demo- . >
| cratic President was in power for the t© be interviewed.

There was an interview with the Saudi
Gore accepted the decision of theA_mbassador to the .USA on .the Larry
Supreme Court even though he didn’tKlng show. _He expla_uned that it was felt

}hat preventing the Bin Laden family from

agree with it. There was one last appea . .
available and this was a petition of the eaving the USA would have been unfair

eople supported by one Senator. But no§incethey couldn'tbe h?ld responsible for
kvp P PP y the actions of Osama Bin Laden. Interest-

one Senator, including Al Gore, Was'ngthatthe Saudi Ambassador was called
repared to supportthis petition. Strangel ) .
n Prep PP b g )) pon to explain US policy! Then for the

h, th hairing the hearing of! ) . :
enoug ©person chairing the hearing o electation and delight of the viewers the

- : d

the petitions in the Senate was Gore

himself. Each petitioner addressed Goréqmbassa(_jor revea.led that he once met
P Osama Bin Laden in the 1980s. On that

occasion Bin Laden asked him to thank

(at least one referred to him &resi-
. dent”) but Gore rejected the petitions on , .
) ) P e American Government for the help it

ad given him in the struggle against

in the grounds that no Senator had signejﬁlh
Communism in Afghanistan‘How

One person said that she didn’t care if n
ironic” was the reply of a slightly worried

d

It
I
S

0 =2

Senator had signed. To which Gore,
memorably replied:“Unfortunately the . .
rules care” looking Larry King.
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The film went on to detail the cloge
business relations between the Bush fagnily
and Saudi Oil interests, as well as the
relationship between Saudi Arabia gnd
the USA (Investments by Saudi Arabig in
the US equal about 7% of the investmgnts
in the American stock exchanges).

JFK Rides Again

John Forbes Kerry (the initials happen, transparency”. He might fit into a
The film indicates that the Bugh perhaps, to be JFK, as in the greatEuropean legislature quite comfortably,
administration sawnine eleven”as ar] Democratic ‘icon’, John Fitzgerald which is why many Americans find him
opportunity to implement domestic ahd Kennedy) is probably not going to win the decidedly uncomfortable. Andrew
foreign policies that would have bepn gjection for President of the USA, to be Sullivan Sunday Time£9.09.04) put his
impossible innormal circumstances. Vige- o4 on November 2, 2004. This is mainly finger on an aspect of Kerry's lack of the
President Dick Cheyney's compaiy, ... se of the accusation that'tie-  common touch. He has spent his political
H.allpurt_on, was involved in building gn flops’ on matters of mai litical in C ; b h
il pipeline from the Caspian Sea to jhe 1P jor political career in Congress arguing about the
Black Sea. It suited the US to invade importance, because he vo_ted for the wamiceties of legislation on such arcane
Afghanistan and impose an oil consulthnton Irad, butthen turned againstit. Thathematters as global warming and sewage

to run that country. | have read elsew
that the US turned its attention to |
when Oil Reserves in the Caspian

turned out to be less than expected. It
less easy to link Hussein with Al Qae
But Bush kept on repeating the wo
“Saddam Hussein™terrorism” and‘Al-

Qaeda”in the same sentence.

reprobably did not expect the (Republican) plants. This background makes him
g Administration to engage in lies and dubious about grand gestures, which is
beadistortions inthe evidence it placed beforepretty fatal on the ‘campaign trail'.
vag ongress in the run up to the war, is notSullivan put Kerry forward as a suitable
la. part of this argument, or jibe, put forward candidate for conservatives to vote for
ds by the Republican Party. But Kerry is only a matter of weeks prior to the above;
stuck with the ‘image’ of being a man he now thinks that Kerry is going to be as
unable to make up his mind on matters ofbig a loser as George McGovern in 1972.
national importance. This has allegedly The title of the article iSo Long Kerry,

The most interesting part of the fi
showed how the fears of the Ameri
people were manipulated. Not even s

towns were safe from the terrorist thrpat
and therefore people should be happ} to

sacrifice some of their civil liberties.

The film also showed a busings

conference demonstrating the mone
be made from the war in Iraq (“And do
worry. The state will pay for the costs
One businessman said unctuously
this was his way of “supporting the troo

How the American military recruitsi

troops from the poor areas of Amerfc

was also revealing. One of the pote
recruits thought that the pictures of bom
out Baghdad didn't look so different fr
his own neighbourhood in Flint, Michig

The film concludes with two statp-

ments. One is a quote from Geo
Orwell's 1984 indicating that, in a cla
society, it was not important that
objectives of wars were achieved but
the State was constantly in a state of
The other statement from Moore him
was arather cloying appeal to his audi
that, if poor people are to be forced i
the army, the least we can do is ensure
they are not exposed to unnecess
danger. The assumption seems to H
been that‘poor people” wouldn't be
looking at the film!

There is a great need for this kind

film. Never before has so much infornja-

tion been processed for the immed
political needs of those in power. It
good to see an attempt being mad

place such information in a coher¢nt

framework. Go and See!

M {0 dowith the factthat he is a Massachusett&fou Look Like The Ultimate Loséyou
AN iberal’ and thereby detached from the look like’ is a bit of a face-saver for
aIIfeeling and aspirations of the averageSullivan, justin case Kerry makes a better
American citizen. The average American showing than is anticipated at present.
citizen could hardly have found Iraq or
Afghanistan on the map prior to 9 / 11. His opponent, Bush (like many
S successful Presidential candidates)
Kerry, according t@roject Vote Smart  skipped law-making duty and went straight
(http://www.vote-smart.ongs anidentikit ~ for a Governorship—of Texas in his case.
Liberal: in favour of gun control and of He plays the bluff Texan very well, even
airly easy access to abortion. He is alsothough, like Kerry, he was born to the
"the opposite, according to Peter S.purple. He is the son of a President of the
Canellos, a member of a Senate awkwardJSA and the grandson of a Senator, and is
"~ squad. The headlinei®eal KerryDoesn't a ‘big oil' man. There are successful
'acljFitThe Label Of ‘Liberal’he has...long ‘small oil’ entrepreneurs in Texas these
€ sought to shake free of party dogma” days because of tribulations in the Arab
Canellos quotes two breaks wititberal lands. Bush also seems to be a genuine
" theology™ in 1992 Kerry bemoaned the fundamentalist Protestant Christian, and
“lack of personal responsibility in poor probably also genuinely believes that the
urban neighborhoodsind suggestedthat human race is living in the ‘end time'.
affirmative action sent the wrong messageThis sort of thing reassures many of the
to the underclass. He is also said to haveAmerican electorate, including people who
€ been “delighted by the shake-up” would normally regard his views as off
atfoIIowing the Democratic loss of control the wall. A Roman Catholic former
?frof Congressin 1994 étter From America  Chicago policemaninterviewed8anday
International Herald TribungThurs., July  (Radio4 UK, 19.09.04), who described
€85, 2004, reprinted fronThe Boston himselfas ‘pro-life’, is going to vote Bush,
10 Globe Kerry's ‘home town’ paper). because he is a religious, moral man.
that Whatthistendstoindicate is thatKerry
aNYs too politically minded to be aparty-man ~ Kerry is (nominally) a Catholic. In
aV%or a President?): he engages in thoughthese strange times his religion might be
about society. more of a problem than it was for John F.

Kerry helped expose the Reagan Kennedy. (Canellos mentions the fact
administration’s dubious ‘wars’ in Central that the Boston Globeas aLeft of Ted

LieAmerica, along with“Republican [Kennedy] slqt, which Kerry has inhabited
i« moderates like Arlen Specter and Rudolphfor most of his 20 year Senate career. It
iuliani, and such Democratic moderates speaks volumes for American politics that
as Joseph Lieberman and Joe Biden, Kerry& multi-millionaire is the lodestar of the
enjoys wagging a finger at powerful ‘Left’.) Apartfrom the fact that the Pope
interests of any type, demanding truth andis regarded by most of the fundamentalists

to
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who are infesting the Republican Partyas The major problem the Republicans problem facing the electorate is that Kerry
‘Anti-Christ’, Roman Catholics are not have with Kerry is that he fought in the has notgota policy onlraq, orthe ‘terrorist’
‘sound’ on the series of wars in which Viet Nam war and won a lot of medals, problem, that is different from the
Bush hasinvolvedthe US. (Some elementsand then campaigned against the warRepublicans. He wants Irag to become a
in the Southern States probably have notmaking the reputation that got him into sovereign democratic state. So does Bush.
forgiven the Kennedy family for the Civil the Senate. A number of increasingly He would like the various allies of the US,
Rights Act.) desperate attempts to destroy his reputationncluding France and Germany, to share
as a brave soldier have been made. Thishe burden in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
The Republicans, for the pastten yearscreated a situation where the Veterans, anly difference between his approach and
or so, have used ‘knocking copy’ on their substantial elementin the electorate, havahat of Bush is that Kerry might be more
opponents, some of it pretty brutal. Apart turned againstthe Republicans. Kerry didpolite about asking.
from the ‘flip-flop’ jibe about the Iraq not make an issue of his record in Viet 1t is difficult to blame the American
war, they have left Kerry pretty well alone. Nam, the Republicans did, and realisedelectorate if they choose to stay with the
The reason is that Kerry is comparatively that it was counter-productive. The main devil they know.
exotic: his family’s name was Kohn and Sean McGouran
they are from the Hapsburg’'s Austrign
lands. The Kerry name is, allegedly, pn

accident; a pin was inserted in a mp Launch of new book

(whether ofthe world in general, or Irelafid by o Aspects Of .

in particular depends on the teller of the John Minahane— British Propaganda During
tale). Kerry became the new name—rather The War Of Independence
lucky for a family which had settled in te Ladislav Novomesky: Slovak

heavily Irish and Catholic Massachusets Spring. Translation of poems and A talk by

—one feels that ‘Kazakhstan’ might npt egsays, 1923-1971. With a Review
have filled the bill. The family hag

converted to Roman Catholic Christianfy of his L}terary and Political life by Dr. Brian Murphy OSB
while in Europe (not an eccentric matte atJOhn Minahane on

the time: the best known converts frdm on

Judaism to Christianity were the corp- Friday, October 8th, Friday, October 15", 8pm
posers Mahler and Schoenberg. The lager, 7.30pm ’ at ’
characteristically became a Lutheraj). at

The Teachers Club,

Subliminally this tends to emphasise the The Teachers Club (Room 6), 36 Parnell Square, Dublin

alleged ‘flip-flop’ element in Kerry’'s .
mental make up. 36 Parnell Square, Dublin
All welcome

- . All welcome
Kerry speaks fluent French, while Bugh Belfast Historical & Sponsored by Athol Books

has problems with the English language Ediucational Society
he even made a joke about it at the

Repuican Conenton, makng o 8th ANNUAL
persona Kerry’s linguistic skill would RO G E R CAS EM E NT SYM po SI U M

not endear him to large swathes of the

i , . |
public atthe best of times. Atatime whH N
the French are regarded as virtual allie I WAR al'ld ATRD CI I |

Al Qa’ida, such cosmopolitanism is nf Saturday 16th October 2004
an electoral advantage, and the matt Buswell’s Hotel , 35 Molesworth Street, Dublin 2
made worse by the fact that Kerry hf

relatives in France. On top of that n.00: War and Atrocity and Roger Casement
wife, who inherited the vast Heinz fodjq

processing empire from her (deceasf * Jack Moylett

husband, is Portuguese. Though this 12.00- World War One Propaganda
difficult to fit into a demonology, she hg{ & Tad O ull;

a habit of being abrupt with Republic I e utlivan

oriented journalists. Portugal was af 2.30: War and Atrogity in the 15t Century Congo
less than enthusiastic about the war

Irag, and the Portuguese-America ¢ John C’Shea, Chairman of GOAL

(largely resident in Massachusetts) & - 1.30: Waqing Covert Nuclear War - Horror of
not particularly well regarded. The on ﬁ| DEP|E‘t'Ed Uranium Munitions Tﬂda‘,’

‘famous Portuguese’ are John Phi . .
Sousa. and thegnovelist John Dos Pad 4 Fintan Dunne, Journalist, www.breakfomews.com

on the Left, who was involved in thg

campaign osave Saccoand Vaneetif) ALL WELCOME ADMISSION FREE
publican at the end of his carcer. |1 1EL: 01-8363133 Email: rdctat@eircom.net

Republican at the end of his career.
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PROGRESS? continued

due to report in 2007.

“Last time the 2002 report provide
spectacular pay rises which averaged
8.9% for civil servants, teachers, nurse
gardai and local authority employee
(Irish Independent, 4.8.2004).

“Sustaining Progress’ is delivering
the highest pay increases in any of t
world’s leading economies”, IMPACT
General Secretary, Peter McLoor
states.

Itsureis, if you're employed in the middl
or upper tiers of the public service!

“In exchange, Irish workers ar¢

delivering the highest productivity

improvements in Europe and the E.U,

highest rates of economic growth

(ibid.).

They are indeed—but it is not thes
workers who are receiving the fruits (
economic growth—in the caste syste
which now underpins the nationa
agreements, the public service ‘drong
are gobbling further and further that whig

belongs to the ‘worker’ bee, the ‘soldief

bee and the ‘queen’ bee.
Further, the"productivity improve-

ments”and record growth is overwheln}-

ingly contributed by theT sector, where
trade union membership is pathetica
weak and contributes greatly to the ey
decreasing Trade Union membership
the private sector in general.

There is a political dimension to a
this as well—the core vote of th
‘establishment’ parties, as Dana calls the
are Mr. McLoone’s“civil servants,
teachers, nurses, gardai” This is
especially so in the case of New Fian
Fail. McCreevy may be an econom
rationalist but his inane political cutene
doesn't allow political gain to get in th
way of his ideology.

local bargaining.

“However, on this occasion we wi
only have to decide on a pay rise and
T.E.E.U. Executive Council hal
recommended acceptance. This is
just because of the terms on offer

pay issues as well.

“The Government has promised th

'®©  reforms will deliver ‘significant

increases in take home pay’ over t

next 18 months.” (Irish Examine

30.8.2004).

F The TEEU decision followed the CPS

public service union vote of two to one

, favour of Phase Il despite opposing Ph
I in March, 2003.

e

s
" “The eagerness with which vocal critid

of the national social pact are now
€ embracing the pay terms may boosf
f employer suspicions that they conced
M too much during last June’s protracte
| pay negotiations” (Irish Independent

’ 30.8.2004).

THE TEACHERS
The “Teachers’ Union of Ireland (TUI
will not be buying into the deal.
complained yesterday of not having t
opportunity to ballot members on the n4
wage offer.

“The T.U.. said the wage offer undg

the agreement was not adequate

[ compensate for inflation and econom

S growth” (Irish Examiner, 30.8.2004).

Lm T he Irish National Teachers’ Organisati
(INTO) backed the agreement.

The Association of Secondad
haTeachers’ of Ireland (ASTI) are ndg
¢ affiliated to the ICTU.
5S

a)

ly
er
in

S.I.P.T.U.
The country’s biggest trade unio

Whenyou're robbing Peter to pay Pa
of one thing you can be certain : Pa
won't bloody well object, that's for sure|

CRAFT UNIONS

SIPTU, voted by a margin of 70 per cg
l, to 30 per cent to support the deal. SIP
Ul made up nearly 20 per cent of the 3
delegates at the Special Delega
Conference.

because of significant progress on ngn-

a combination of pay increases and fa

The country’s largest craft union, thie
37,000 strong Technical, Engineering |8
Electrical Union (TEEU) voted in favou
of Phase Il. This is the first occasion the
TEEU have voted for acceptance of|a
national wage agreement.

Italso voted in favour of a controversial
motion that will increase the number of
reserved seats for women on ICTU[s

Executive Council fromfourto eight. The expectation that tax adjustments in the
successful motion also created a secgndBudget will result in further increases

Vice-Presidential position, which must Qe
filled by a woman.

SIPTU President, Jack O’Connor, s3
members had clearly decided in favour
the proposals on the basis of commitme
given by the Government in relation
personal taxation and improved pub
services.

This was a reference to the unior]

take-home pay.
While the new deal does not includg

deal as a ‘working document’ and sal
there was ‘much unfinished business’
areas such as take-home pay, pensid
childcare and measures to suppq
standards of employment” (Iris

ut  Times,31.8.2004).

THE VoTE
at FOR: SIPTU (76 Votes) 70%/30%
xIMPACT public service (32) 91%/9%; TEE
craft workers (27) 81%/19%; MSF/AMICUS
he (21) 80%/20%; INTO teachers (21) 909
10%; CWU communications (18) 62%/389

' CPSU public servants (14) 62%/38%; UCA

U (11) 91%/9%; AHCPS civil servants (4) 93%
N 7%; NUJ journalists (4) 85%/15%; GPM
hseprinters (4) 66%/34%.

AGAINST: MANDATE (29 Votes) 97%.
3%; INO nurses (24) 74%/26%; ATGW
general (16) 97%/3%; IBOA bank staff (14

BATU builders (11) 100% against; IMQ
medical doctors (6) 100% against; POA pris(
ed staff (4) 95%/5%.

d OTHER SMALL UNIONS:
TOTAL VOTES:

(30 Votes)
(392)

“Sustaining Progress—Phase Il
July, 2004—December, 2005

Workers to receive 5.5% increase o

It 18 months.

he
W due the First Phase increase of 1.5% un
the new deal, which comes into effect
by different times for different employments
to
ic

* 1.5% for the first six months

* 1.5% for the second six months
* 2.5% for the final six months

DN

Public Sector workers will receive th

t next 1.5% in December, 2005 and a 2.5
increase in June, 2006.
Additional one half per cent rise fo
those earning 351 Euros per week or less
' up to 9 Euros an hour, giving them a Fi
Nt Phase increase of 2%.
[U  REDUNDANCY: Ceiling on Redun-
92 dancy Pay to be increased from 507 Euros
1te600 Euros per week.
MATERNITY: Maternity Benefit to be

id  MINIMUM WAGE: Minimum wage of
of 7 Euros an hour to be reviewed by t
htd-abour Court, with a view to a new rat
o applying from May 1st, 2005.
ic BENCHMARKING: Benchmarking
body to start new review in the second h;
of next year and to report in 2007.
s LABOUR INSPECTORS: Appointment
review of functions and operation @
N Employment Rights bodies.
PENSIONS: A working group off
aGovernment, Employer and Unio

The TEEU members voted by four fo specific commitmentto that effect, unions representatives to examine Pensif

oneto acceptthe Phase Il. Acting Gendralconcluded the pay negotiations in Ju
Secretary, Eamon Devoy, said the Unipnwith a clear understanding that workgrs
had voted against the original agreemgntwould benefit from budgetary chang
because of the strict compliance claysesuch as a widening of tax bands.

restricting the right of unions to pursue
18

N€provisions.
SEMI-STATES: Government promise|
PS “active engagement” with social partners ¢

“Mr. O'Connor described the pa;

Some Private Sector workers are alreaji

restored to 80% of earnings, up from 70%.

S,
t

builders (13) 78%/22%; PSEU civil servang

S 98%/2%; TUI teachers (13) 100% againdy;

y first 1.5% next June, 2005, followed by tH

of four additional Labour Inspectors an§

the future of commercial Semi-State bodid.



LESSONS continued

remain. In such an outcome somethi
might be salvaged from the rece
referendum result. It would be importa
also not to forget about the multitude

environmental issues facing us a natio

LessonsTo BE LEARNED
As the traditional parties experiend
shrinkage in their base, it is important
those of us who are activists for an altern

* 1.5% for the first six months
* 1.5% for the second six months
* 2.5% for the final six months

g .
» Each union’s votes are calculated

Wt their membership in the Republic ar
bf representation is skewed in favour of t
h. smaller groups. While SIPTU accoun

for nearly forty per cent of ICTU unio
e membersin the State, its voting strengt
o just under twenty per cent.

tive, to ask where we ourselves are goi

The potential of disillusioned Fianna Fdi

voters should not be underestimated as

ought to be a society in conversation with

ourselves beyond political correctness
buzz words. In being part of a rece
organising committee in Cork for Diversi
Day, which brings immigrants and lIris
people together to celebrate music and
| experienced a lot of good will but w
were very overburdened with insuran
costs and this may ultimately make
event next year impossible.

At times like this one can almost los

heart and wonder at the value of people

action butwe have many positive examp
from our national recent past which w

can reclaim. Over the years the dynanpicof income tax bands.

of much of Irish culture could bg
discovered in the GAA and the ICA [Iris

Countrywomen’s Association]. The¢ annual basis.

people in such organisations do not suf
fools gladly; are extremely resourcefu
and can facilitate a superior form of debg
to anything which features on Questio
& Answers. Inthe past, the Left have be
wrong to dismiss such institutions of th

@8 |n March, 2003, on the vote for th
.?'First Phase, there was major embarrg
ment when the delegates’ votes weg

dAgreement, which indicated that about
t elected Congress delegates had

bothered to vote. On September the 1st

things were much more disciplined.
rt, The new dealwill bringimprovement

in Maternity Benefits and Statutor
€ Redundancy payments and also a revi
N of the National Minimum Wage, current
seven Euros per hour.

ICTU General Secretary, David Beg
_stated he had received a commitment fr
bsthe government that December’s fort
e coming Budget would include a widenin

The twoterms of “Sustaining Progres
N over three years works out at 3.6% on

€I The deal was a foregone conclusi
l; when unions representing well over 2
:gof the 392 delegates entitled to vo
erlpledged their support for the 18 mon

o agreement.

Irish people simply because of t

e A shift by the TEEU electricians, th

!

counted at 195 to 147 in favour of the

comments of afew or the attempt by S0 eCOmmunicationS Workers’ Union and th
politicians to hijack these organisatiojs CPSU public servants in favour of th
for their own ends. The welfare of the deal ensured safe passage Sustaining
mass of people has improved singeProgress”Phase II.

independence, in a patchy way and
insufficiently, but let us fairly study ang
acknowledge where benefits have be
derived and focus our attacks for tho
deserving.

The _
‘Partnership’
Age Continues

THE SECOND 18 MONTH PHASE OF
THE "SUSTAINING PROGRESS”
NATIONAL AGREEMENT WAS

The main opposition was led b
LnMANDATE, the retail trade union,
Le ATGWU, IBOA bank staff, TUI teachers
and INO nurses.

MANDATE, which represents thous|
ands of retail workers, said the deal d

John Ryan

those on low pay.
The Irish Nurses’ Organisation an

which backed the first phase of Sustaini

occasion.
INO Deputy General Secretary, M

the Teachers’ Union of Ireland, both ¢f

Progress, also opposed the deal on thi

BANKING UNION
Whilst the Irish Bank Officials’
Association (IBOA) executive rejected
hn “Sustaining Progress”unanimously,
d which marked the first time the IBOA had
herejected a national pay deal, the countr
ts largest public service union’s memberg
voted by a nine-to-one majority in favou
isof the new national pay deal.
The IBOA said the 5.5% pay increas
over 18 months, proposed unddg
N “Sustaining Progress; fell short of its
SSéxpectations and criticised the absence
ocal bargaining provisions that would
|~ allow unionsin certain sectors to negotiafg
PO hetter deals.
Larry Broderick, IBOA General Secre
S tary said banks were enjoying recor
profitability and that the proposed ded
S failed to reflect the contribution of ban
Y staff on low pay.
W “I.B.O.A. believes employers,
4 particularly profitable ones, should
reward employees with adequate wag
increases. Productivity in the privatg
sector has substantially increased, V|
staff are not getting the financial rewarg
they deserve.”
IBOA said the deal was unfair becaugg
57 it allowed employers to plead inability td
anpay if they were under financial pressurg
but there was no mechanismto extractp
bn rises above the 5.5% mark from employe
o that could afford to pay more. The IBOA
ke originally wanted a 7% rise.
th “Unions should be able to negotiat
reasonable increases with employefp
who are making record profits, yet thg
people who generate the profits... arg
prevented from benefitting through thg
absence of a local bargaining clause]
said Mr. Broderick.
“We must be free to negotiate locall
with highly profitable organisations”
(Irish Examiner, 21.7.2004).
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THE PusLic SeErvicE
| IMPACT General Secretary, Pete
. McLoone said:“It is the best deal since

_'d 987 and benchmarking has been a ki

not go far enough to address the needs$ o

P ~factor in producing a high vote in ballots”
. (Irish Independent, 2.9.2004).

Of course, nearly all of the IMPACT]
trade union’s 50,000 members will quali
for the second round of the specis
sbenchmarking bonanza, whichis afeatu
of the new pay terms on top of the annug

'9

Dave Hughes said many nurses beliey
supporting the deal would be

endorsement and acceptance of
“appalling state of the health service”.

APPROVED ON WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 BY 267 VOTES
TO 110 AT A SPECIAL DELEGATE
CONFERENCE OF THE IRISH
CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS

These unions also wanted a highe

‘d'sed 3.6 wage they will receive undg
N ‘Sustaining Progress”.

Close to nearly 300,000 state emplo
heees benefitted from the last Benchmarkirgp
decision in 2002.

“Public service unions participateg

(ICTU) AT THE HELIX IN DUBLIN.

The Agreement provides for a 5.5%
increase over 18 months as follows:

minimum or floor-pay increase, improve(d

union rights and a local bargaining clauge

to facilitate top-up pay claims.

in separate secret talks in June d
launching a new round of benchmarkin

continued on page
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L essons To Learn

WE MIGHT ASK ourselves if any| incommunities outside Council Chambers and secondly, if he or she has a provgn
long-term implications can be taken from could become crucial. ability to respond to the initiatives of locd
the recent Euro and Local Election results? ComuNTY ACTIVITY Action and Community organisations
In the County Councilelections the righl- 1 communities are healthy, thdy oven sifl such effota. Ones this vett .
wing parties lost around a net of seve tyare capable of working independently. is seriously followed, 4 number o g
significant Town Council elections. So %hetherthis means switching water ba kpref_erences may be offered to the bgst
> ; : on if the meter man disconnects someohegavailable people in a given ward from tife
time in the next couple of years the or deciding to go and decorate some deferange of Sinn Fein, Labour, Gree
Government may try to bring back water lict buildings, or having a protestorboycdtt Socialistand Independent candidates.
charges and escalate the rate |ofofknownhoodlumsinthe drugs businegs.pest choices may be those that prove tifley
privatisation of the refuse service. In The same can be said of mobilisation can operate effectively in broad alliancek
more than one Council, the combingd When the downgrading and outsourcing be they Union, Voluntary group or Inte
force of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael are nqw©f services happens. Whether it is Gardaparty lobby, and who are not simply bidirf
in the minority. However, as seems likely Stations which only open in the daytimg, their time to make a bid for the persongil
in many areas, Labour will go-abot 28 G or hours, Never hebeamohar sovanty or 50 emts Sock bo afer
formmg aII|ance§ with Fine Gael.. B'ase our communities needed people more|tofrom the Right)gn the various Councild.
on their respective so-called principlep, \york to keep our areas safe and servidedSuch a prolonged pattern could be [pf
how will this work when estimates need {0 at 3 time of downsizing, and Mary Harndy significant historical impact for Ireland.
be agrEEd? Will the pattel’n repeat itself Ofwanting peop|e to work in the real econ-
representatives claiming to promote omy. The reskilling of a bulk of ordinar
communities buckling under the threat ¢f people is very necessary. Many haje
abolition by the Department of th¢ neverbeen ina Trade Union, or have Hady .

) . - ; . case of Ulster, the only unapologe
Environment? their opinion seriously considered. candidate on the Left—Eamon McCann
participation in Social Forums and co

large agenda facing the newly returng¢d _ else playing safe, and now that the p
Councillors, we might ask if all is no Inafuture Local Election, people negd has been put on the SDLP, it is possi

to consider carefully the lists of candidatgs, that in a future election a consideral
taking into account two key principleg. number of Ulster people might decide

. i . " Firstly, the voting record of the candidatg, tactically vote for a more Left leaning
Whether chains of office are given out, ¢r

. > e person, who would embrace a greager
junkets are divided up, is it not morg l

Euro ELECTIONS
Meanwhile, in the Euro elections, i

g)

D(D'D_\<

forgotten of the intention to elect Councjl
Chairs democratically and directl

' ) socio-economic picture than what [
| . Subscribers to the magazine are regulafly - . o
fundamental to ask how much longer thiat gttered special rates on other publicatiofs usually discussed in the politics of the
Local Government in Ireland will remai province. In such a set of circumstancgs

under the dictatorship of the Counfy Irish Political Review is published| a message might be sent to Brussels fhat
Managers? by the IPR Group: write to— there are more facets to the regiorjs
difficulties than are usually portraye

Whoever forms the next Governmefit PO Box 339, Belfast BT12 4G@ through the funnel of the mass media.

is unlikely to tackle this issue. A negative PO Box 6589, London, N7 6SG.
impact of the Tribunal age is that therefis Labour Comment, _ Overall, the capture of two seats
a new school of thought that doesn't trst C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork City Sinn Fein was significant, and fair play §
to put any power into the hands of electpd o them. As with all newly-elected MEPs
representatives, if at all avoidable! THe Subscription by Post: there is much on which we could lobby. §
high poll in the recent elections wgs Euro 25/£17.50 for 12 issues campaign for an amnesty for all asylu
interesting but itis difficult to see how thl Electronic Subscription: seekers and immigrants here for longer
interest of voters can be maintained, givpn Euro 15 / £12 for 12 issues than four years, with a granting of right
the large number of local crises and the (or Euro 1.30 / £1.10 per issue) remain for life, would be very welcome

severe limitation of any Council to be abje You can also order both postal and Ig;]st rggvcgﬁf ]fgrllz\n/?ﬁobsygav\(z?hmlzr;%ot :
to do much to sort out the causes. Actidhs electronic subscriptions from:
www.atholbooks.org
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