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Irish Election Result:

Libya
UN REesoLuTIoNs
Standing beside US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton in Washington on 18th
eMakeh, our new Foreign Minister, Labour
ategfler Eamon Gilmore, gave Ireland's
ngg?king to regime change in Libya and
in%]“e Westernintervention aimed at bringing
hil g.?\bout. He said:
ngits "As regards to Libya, | believe that
Colonel Qadhafi has lost all legitimacy

torule and should be encouraged to leave

Fin "
<h thge stage.

The encouragementis contained in two
rexfcurity Council resolutions, number
kihg70 passed unanimously on 26th Feb-
tary and number 1973 passed on 17th
March by 10 votes (Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Colombia, France, Gabon, Leba-
Y Nigeria, Portugal, South Africa, UK
_ and the US) to none, with 5 abstentions

(Brazil, China, Germany, India & Russia).
thouResolution 1970 imposed an arms
ag@bargo on Libya, a travel ban and assets
ifreeze on the family of Muammar Al-
Waashafiand certain Government officials.

Labour Opts For Permanent Fringe Status

Labour came within reach of realising its dream of putting an efi@iwl War
politics", and establishing a class-based party system at the heart of the state. It
the second party in the Dail in the February 25th Election, with almost twice the s
Fianna Fail. But it did not have the will, the ambition, to take advantage of suc
taking up the position of official Opposition—alternative Government—and p
Fianna Fail effectively out of the game. Itwenttamely into Coalition again, asifn
had really happened, giving Fianna Fail the status of official Opposition and boos
chances of recovery.

It claims to have done this in the interest of the country. It did not coalesce wit]
Gael, and sacrifice its future prospects, justin order to get on the gravy train—Pe
Thought!—It got on the gravy train as a sacrifice in the interests of the country.

The 'interest of the country' line should be, and usually is, received with
scepticism in a democracy which functions through adversarial politics—the onl
of Democracy that is recognised as legitimate in this region of the world. A
scepticism is well merited in this case. The Labour leaders say they join
Government as a junior partner in order to curbdfssez-fairecapitalist inclination
of Fine Gael. Butitis evident that Fine Gael could be much better curbed by a
critical Opposition which had the capacity to defeat it, if it tried to get out of ha

Fine Gael, as the biggest party by far, might have formed a Government
Labour. With so many Independents of various kinds now in the Dall, it could
formed a Government without entangling itself with any other Party. Many
supporters urged it to do this. It chose not to do so. It chose to have a Coaliti HOVETH !
Labour, and to give it many more seats in Cabinet than was strictly necessary, gin§j ®y© referretthe situationin the Libyan
the election result. rab Jamahiriya since 15 February 2011"

And it arranged the matter astutely. It did not approach Labour. It acted as iffit Wasthe International Criminal Court
going ahead with some Independents. It made Labour come and beg. And it trgat[@graphs 4-8).

handsomely when it begged. Resolution 1973 authorised UN
|continued on page 2| member states— | continued on iaie 3|
EU Summit: tunity taken to advance the project or an Free movement of capital as we now
opportunity missed that retards or ruins know it took off on the basis of Maastricht
Comprehensive Solution the project. Treaty in 1992 which authorized the full
. . .. freedom of borrowing and lending across
Of COﬂtanIng Crisis? So far the clearest victim has been theEurope which has formed the basis for the

decline inthe EU as an integrating and co-current crisis. This new freedom was not
The 'comprehensive package' that wascoordinating force and any affection for properly regulated as the Anglo Saxon
planned for the EU Summit on 24th March the projectis almostextinct. ~All solutionsview had become dominant, one which
was overtaken by events and turned out tdo this Europe wide banking issue are tells us that the market is essentially self
be adamp squib and the prospects for suchationally focused and conflated with regulating. Former Labour Chancellor
apackage remain problematic. The omensational budget deficit issues which are aGordon Brown assured the world that his
are not good. One definite result is thatjuite differentissue. Thisis afundamentalprudential’running of the British econ-
EU project has taken a battering in this flaw in EU approach to the problem. Itomy had cut out '‘boom and bust'. He
crisis from which it may never recover. In has maximized national feelings and continued the freeing up of the market
any political project a crisis is an oppor- resentments.

| To page 2, column 3 |
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Labour is now safely back where it Government.
thinks it belongs. It lacked the willto go ~ Labourlaunched its electoral campalgn
it alone, and it will not now lightly againstthe two Tory Partiesand only in
undertake to rock the boat. And the the latter stages sold itself as a jurfior
Opposition is negligible. partner of fine Gael. And the Second

Preferences show anything but a meeting

If the Government is a success, Fineof minds between the two parties. Only
Gael will get the credit for it. Ifitisnota 35% of Labour's Second Preferences went
success, itis Labour that will be punished.to Fine Gael, while only 16% of Fire
Fine Gael represents a substantial interesGael's went to Labour.
in the country that will sustain it. Labour  In multi-party systems what you getjis
doesnot. Itwas inthe process ofremakingonly what you get. Wants are not
itself into a party that appealed to flighty sufficiently hammered into shape, so that
elements of the middle class when itsit could be said that what the electorpte
moment of opportunity came. It was gets is what it wants.
incapable of seizing the opportunity in a
way that would justify its name. Does the electorate want the

privatisation of public assets to raise mopey

EU Summit:
continued

started by Margaret Thatcher. The rulers
forgot that the market had been shackled
for good reason. A free market is indeed
self-regulating. It maintains long-term
equilibrium by a process of boom and
slump—provided that people are willing
to put up with the depth of slump that
follows a wild boom. Regulation of the
market does not cut these out altogether,
but reduces the highs and lows. The
Anglos thought they could have evened-
out markets without regulation, and Europe
believed them. What is worse, the Irish
believed them. Hence the present
predicament.

There was a credit merry go round
created, a pass the parcel scenario, and
when the music stopped some were left
holding parcels of rubbish. The solution
decided on was to make the unlucky holder
take responsibility for the rubbish in the
parcel and not share the solution among
all the people who played the game.

The banking crisis maybe solved now
and the Euro may be stronger atthe expense
of the 'losers' but one thing that is more
certain is that the attractions of political
integration will be diminished by the way
it's being solved.

In keeping with this self-regulating
philosophy, the Europe Central Bank was
given independence by Maastricht. But
independentofwhat? The mostimportant
aspect of its independence was that it was
not to be part of the EU institutions. It has
no Treaty base. This is probably the most
importantinstitution in the Eurozone, after
the major states, yet it is independent of it;
strictly speaking it is a law unto itself.
This is an absurd situation as we are left
with a bank dictating to the politicians
when it should be the other way round.

This means the market and the interests
ofthe banking/financial sectorin particular
are dictating to politicians. Thisis arecipe
for ongoing crises, as crisis-making is the
nature of the beast that is doing the
dictating.

Jack Lane

Thelrish Timesupported the formation to be used to subsidise an increasg] in
of this Coalition with the argument that demand for the building industry? That}s
this is what 55% of the electorate voted what Fine Gael wants. If it won th
for. It got this figure by adding the First election outright, it could be said to E
Preferences of the two parties. In a two-what the electorate wants.
party system it can be said that what the And God only knows what Labo
voters want is what they get, but not in awants. What it presented to the eIectoIIte
multi--party system in which the elected was little more than waffle.
Parliament is itself the electorate of the

On-line sales of books, pam-

phlets and magazines:
https://
www.atholbooks-
sales.org




_ The questions arises: do tife
Libya resolutions permit the armin
continued and training of this rudimentar MAD DOGS

force so that, coupled wit AND ENGLISHMEN

"to take all necessary measures, Notoreign air support, it might b
withstanding paragraph 9 of reSOIUtioncapable of overthrowing th

1970 (2011), to protect civilians andeadhafi regime? Eamon de Valera, Ireland.

civilian populated areas under threat o :
tack L tFr)le Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, The answer tothatappearsfo _ Stopped the Oath, downed the Blueshirts.

including Benghazi, while excluding a be Yes. Whereas paragraph 9 of Old perfidious couldn’t stop his '32 stand.
foreign occupation force of any form on Resolution 1970, imposes gn
any part of Libyan territory" (para. 4). arms embargo on L.pya, parg- " ] by Imperial-inspired gunmen.
graph 4 of Resolution _197 Whitehall triesdemocracymplant with daughter
cancels the embargo in t_ Military junta stars.
8ontext of member states takirlg
o . military action to protect civil-|  pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India.
"a ban on all flights in the airspace ofjans authorising member statgs  Partition via the Viceroy Lord Mountbatten Pld
thhel Libyan Ar_at_)l_Jan?‘ahlrlya in ohrder 105 take all necessary measurgs, then phantasmagoria.
elp protect civilians® (paragraph 6) notwithstanding paragraph 9 ¢f
that is, aNo Fly Zone resolution 1970 (2011), t§ Mohammad Mossadegh, Iran.
protect civilians". Victim of the Anglo-Persian Oil bagman.
Thelrish Timeseditorial of 21stMarch A further question is: wha
2011 said that Resolution 1973 wasestrictions, ifany, does Resmli_ Gamal Abdel Nasser, Egypt.

Aung San, Myanmar.

"All necessary measuress' the tradi-
tional Security Council euphemism for
armed force. The Resolutionalsoimpose

=

"binding on Ireland to assist"which tion 1973 impose on the use pf Took the Suez Canal out of the Anglo-French gfip.

implies that Ireland is required to assist irforeign air power against Libya
military operations against Libya. That iSmiIitary forces? A subsidiary
not so: the Resolution allows UN memberquestion is: does Resolutioh
states to engage in such operations anth73 empower foreign states o Cheddi Jagan, Guyana.
requests member states to assist by, f@arget and kill Colonel Qadhal MIB/CIA rigged elections,
example, allowing overflights, but a stategnd other Libyan leaders? tore up freedom banners.

is not obliged to do either. Atthe time of writing, foreign
However, it is binding on all member ajr power has destroyed tHe JOMO Kenyatta, Kenya.

states, including Ireland, to apply the armg jbyan air force and its air deff _Public hangings, torture:
embargo, the travel ban and the assetsce systems. This has been Siiddemocrac;bespoke to fit by Britannia.
freeze, that is, those aspects of the resol i . .

. hat d invol P ili SS0lto be necessary in orderto mage Archbishop Markarios, Cyprus.

tions that do not involve mi |tary action. overﬂymg |_|byasafe for fore|gn Lanced the Imperial boil. ran its
planes enforcing the No FIY red, white and blue puS. ’

Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana.
Torn to pieces by the Brit media piranhas.

RecIME CHANGE?

. - : Zone
Willthe provisions of Resolutions 1970 g
and 1973 allow France and Britain, the In addition, French planeg Saddam Hussein, Irag.
. . : destroyed an armoured colunjn  His murder set the country on the
prime movers in getting them through the” ™. =7~ S ;
) ) ) . moving in the direction of Ben] sectarian track.
Security Council, to achieve their goal of

: : ghazi. This was justified on thp
n .
overthrowing the Qadhafi Government® grounds that the column was Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe.

It's unlikely that the rather limi . i
ts unlikely that the rathe ted Cbout to attack Benghazi arjd _ Restarted the revolution when
economic sanctions in these resolutlonii” civilians Brits stalled it halfway.

will bring down the administration, cer- However. it is clear that ak
tainly not in the shortterm. Anditis by no ' Lo Maummar Gaddafi, Libya.
far as France and Britain a

means certain that the military actionConcemed Libvan around forcds England sang until the chorus of NATO
authorised in these Resolutions are suffi- , Libyang nations took up its murderous aria.

) break th | .are fair game, whether or ngt ) )
cient to break the present stalemate, '{hey are acting in an aggressife Wilson John Haire

which the opposition forces are largelymanner. At the time of writin 20th March, 2011|

confined to the Benghazi area. (25 March), military bases aré
Onthe face of it, b¥excluding a foreign being bombed and deployed

occupation force of any form on any part _ . paragraph 4. The possibility of killing

of Libyan territory'; Resolution 1973 bans forces are being attacked from the_alr, eVenlarge numbers of civilians is the only

the use of French or British ground troopéhough they are not on the offensive. restraint on this action.

to effect regime change, in which case No doubt, the ‘justification’ for this will

they will have to rely on the oppositionpe made that, so long Qadhafi has any Targeting and killing Colonel Qadhafi

forces in the Benghazi area, supported bnilitary forces at his disposal, he will use and other Libyan leaders could also be

foreign air power. them to Kkill civilians—and therefore ‘justified under Resolution 1973 onsimilar
Currently, these forces are poorly armedestroying these forces is a measure necesgrounds. After all, since he has said to be

and utterly disorganised. Chris McGreakary to protect civilians, within the terms of giving the orders for his troops to Kill

wrote intheGuardianon 22nd Marchthat Resolution 1973, paragraph 4. It follows civilians, thenit's not tomuch of a stretch

"rebels manning an anti-aircraftgunwerefrom this that providing air support for to argue that killig him is necessary to

probably responsible for shooting downattacking anti-Qadhafi forces would also protect civilians.

the revolutionaries' only fighter plane” be within the terms of Resolution 1973, There has been a public dispute in
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Britain between the military and politicians slaughter has intensified underthe Obama Nor are the Imperial Powers motivated
on this question. When asked if Colonel administration and it is still going on. Has by a desire to see political systems in the
Qadhafi was a legitimate target, the Chief France or Britain has ever expressed anyMiddle East that are responsive to the

of the Defence Staff, Sir David Richards,
said:"Absolutely not. It is not allowed
under the UN resolution'However, the
politicians werequick to deny this—a
spokesmarior Prime Minister Cameron
explained that it was lawful to target

concern for these civilian killings, carried popular will. Such an Arab world would
out regularly by their close ally? Of actfarmoreinaccordwithitsown interests,
course not. rather than being manipulated by Western
Israel killed around 1,500 Lebanese interests. The idea therefore is to support
civilians from the air in the Summer of limited change in countries like Egypt,
2006 and around 1,500 PalestinianTunisia, Bahrein and Yemen, on the

Qadhafi if he was seen as organising thecivilians in Gazain 2008-9. The chorus of understanding that there is no revolution.
threatto civilians, since the Security Coun- demands for a No Fly Zone in Libya was The situation in Libya is different, where
cil's objective was to protect civilians prompted by claims that the Qadhafi regime changeissought. Though Qadhafi
(Guardian, 22 March). regime was massacring civilians from the has accommodated himself to Western
CarTE BLancue i, evidence for whichis hard to come by. interests in recent years, and opposes Al
So, the provisions of Resolution 1973  But there is no doubt that Israel has Qaida, he has maintained the coherence of
with regard to the protection of civilians Killed thousands of Arab civilians from the Arab nationalist State he has built, and
are extremely wide. They are being inter- the air in the last few years, without any retained a form of Socialism in its struc-
preted as givingarte blancheo attack call for a No Fly Zone from Britain or tures. This is intolerable to Western
and destroy Libyan Government forces France or the US. In the case of Lebanoninterests, which prefer to see a mess a la
wherever they may be found. Neverthe-inthe Summerof2006, the US and Britain Iraq, rather than a strong State pursuing
less, without foreign troops on the ground, acted to prolong the conflict, and the the interests of its people in its own way.
the likely outcome is a continuing stale- Killing, in order, they hoped, to give Israel The plan, therefore, isto destroy the Libyan
mate with Qadhafi in power and control- time to wipe out Hezbollah. State under humanitarian and democratic
ling most of Libya. Itisn't credible that these Governments guise. It is no concern of the West that it
Such an outcome, with Qadhafiremain- are motivated by humanitarian concernmay be unleashing a bloodbath.
ing in power, would be intolerable to forLibyancivilians. Forthem,humanitar-  First Iraqg, then Libya: that leaves the
France and Britain and the US. Succesdan concern is merely an instrument for last Arab Socialist State, Syria. That's
for them is the unseating of Qadhafi and Whipping up domestic and international why France and Britain and the US are
it's difficult to believe they will settle for ~ support for action they want to embark on bombing Libya.

less. For that, ground troops may befor another reason.
required. .
It has been generally assumed thatLibya: Fooled by the Humbug?
Resolution 1973 doesn't permitthat, sijce ~ Below are some responses to the
"a foreign occupation force of any forfn bombing of Libya. The first, from
on any part of Libyan territoryls speci- Republican Sinn Fein, takes a straight-

fically excluded from the'necessary for_ward anti-mperialist position. Sinn
Fein, on the other hand, seems to have

David Morrison

On Thursday night Libyan government
officials showed sceptical Western journalists
the bodies of 15 victims of the Nato bombing
campaign at Tripoli Central Hospital.

Hospital spokesman Ahmed Hussein said:
“Those bodies were from air strikes today and
yesterday where they attacked civilian and

measures" But, that doesn't actuall i y Wi

lude a foreian liberation force to ovek- accepted the pretexts offered by the military sites. o
exciu gniib ) . bombing coalition Three of the corpses were women in civilian
throw the Qadhafi regime, which, 4s clothing.
British Foreign Minister, William Hague REPUBLICAN SINN FEIN unﬁ‘g?rfs of the dead were wearing military

told the House of Commons on 24th
March, is a&ine qua noof Libyan civilians
being protected. No doubt there are so
there already.

"March for Tripoli’s dead Some were charred beyond recognition.

Friday 25 March 2011 Mr lbrahim asserted that the Libyan

by Tom Mellen government was doing all it could to protect

Hundreds of Libyan citizens marched civilians as it battles a Western-backed
inafuneral processionin Tripolion Thurs- insurgency.

day for civilian victims of Western bomb- ~ And he charged that, far from protecting
pd ing raids. civilians as set out in the UN mandate author-

a "Nato military officials maintain thatno 1Sing force in Libya, Western governments
y?civilians have been killed since France,Wereactuallyprowdlngalrcoverfortherebels."
Around 400 people were killed by stafe Britain, the United States, Denmark and foreigneditor@peoples-press.com
forces in Egypt without any suggestion pf Italy kicked off the aerial assault last
military action and all of them were urj- Saturday.

armed, whereas some atleastofthe Libjan  They insist that “surgical strikes” have
opposition forces are armed. Unarmjd Only hit “Gadaffi regime” facilities.
protesters are being shotdown in the st]eet But a Libyan government spokesman

me

DouBLE STANDARDS
Why has Qadhafi's Libya been singl
out for attention by the West when
matter of weeks ago he was a valued a

SNN FEIN
Dail Statement
24th March
Deputy Aengus O Snodaigh:

in Yemen, Bahrain and Syria, without agy said that the civilian toll from the blitz is "Niusaidfidh mé iad go [€éir. Libya,

suggestion that similar action is beifjg nhearing a hundred. Egypt, Tunisia and the entire African
 Noyssa i i The iy aipors COTnEntsufered o cortus 252 cor-
. ; ave been targeted. These airports are civilia )
ItlSlnconcelva_lbI_e thatthe Governmerjts airports and p%ople work therg. What do youwhen the west carved up territories and
of France and Britain and the US embarHed .,/ them? They are civilians. pillaged their resources. In recent times,
on this mission outof concernforthelivgs  “ywhen you hit an airforce academy the need for oil has resulted in the west
of Libyan civilians. In recent years, the there are students studying there, so whesupporting despotic regimes in a number
US itself has killed hundreds of civiliarfs these students die they are notarmy peoplef countries in the region. The region has
in Pakistan in drone attacks, triggerfd they are notarmed soldiers, professionalsalso been militarised to an extent that has
from the safety of mainland US. THe who are fighting—they are students.”  not been witnessed previously. In parti-




cular, during the Cold War era, the w
and the Soviet Union played one coun
off another by arming groups and setti
them against each other in pursuit of
natural resources in the region. Whe
suited western powers, they turned a bl
eye—they continue to do so—to t

st Speech given by Professor Cathal MacSwiney Brugha of University College

ry Dublin at a well-attended meeting to commemorate Thomas MacCurtain and

g Terence MacSwiney in Cork on 11th March 2011.  This speech was given no report
ein the press, while other speeches given at the same meeting were

it

d"MacCurtain and MacSwiney: A Legacy Squandered or Fulfilled?"

e

excesses of those in charge against their

civilian populations or against the me
bers of particular groups and religions
their countries. It is hypocritical that t
western powers are willing to impose a
fly zone on Libya, yet when the Isra

regime was bombing the hell out of Gaga

not so long ago, there was no move
them to impose a no fly zone on t
Palestinianterritories to preventthe Israg
from bombing civilian targets.

We need to be careful when endorsi

i
- The Life, Times and Legacy of Terence MacSwiney
in
A hundred years ago when Terence the onward march of a nation. No man has
MacSwiney was in his 20s, James Con-the right to say: 'Thus far shalt thou go,
nolly was warning that Britain and its and no further™.
Tsaristally Russiawere preparingtogoto  Terence wanted to do more to rouse the
e war to prevent the growth of Germany as people. He learnt Irish and then cycled
lisan economic rival. This war cost 16 around Cork teaching the language. He
million dead, of which an estimated 49,000 wrote plays, the mostimportantwas called
ngwere Irish. Against this background afew The RevolutionistHe took partin protests,

0
li

no fly zones to ensure they are not one-people decided to call the Easter Rising toand was frequently arrested.

sided and to ensure the signal goes ou
all other regimes in the region that the U
and the west will not stand by and w
impose the same restrictions they 4
imposing on Libya on any regime willin
to target civilians.
..." [Two paragraphs in Irish omitted
http://debates.oireachtas.ie/dail/2011/03/3

GEeRRY Abams, 25th March

"Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams h
called on Libyan dictator Colonel Gaddg
to step down and allow his people to ha
full democratic rights.

t toffsetthe threat of conscription. Foryoung  There was always a possibility of ano-
N people growing up in a British colony, ther insurrection such as those in 1798,
Il without Home Rule, its people the subjects 1803, 1848 and 1867. However he felt
ireof an English King, the surest job available uncomfortable about secret societies such
j was to join the British Army. as the Irish Republican Brotherhood, and
Terence MacSwiney had particular aboutthe lack of preparedness foraRising.
| advantages that helped him to questionHe wrote a series of articles, which were
4/the idea that the mighty British Empire later published as a booRrinciples Of
was right. Firstly, he had a strong beliefin Freedom which is still relevant today.
God, as an authority higher than any
hs Empire. Secondly, the MacSwineys had  Buthow does one fightawar in defence
fi along tradition of resisting invaders. And of a small nation that has been swallowed
vethirdly, his mother was English, which up by a great Empire? The answer was to
means that his family could observe at nottake onthe British armyin open battles,

Adamssaid, ‘My sympathies are witl first-hand how the British had so little butinsteadto setup institutionsthat served

those demanding democracy and freedo
The Libyan government, like Egypt ar
many other Arab governments, have bq
partners in business and oil with Britai
the US and the EU for many years.” "

OTHERS

Michelle Mulhern of Fine Gael an
Mick Wallace, an Independent, ha
defended Libyan sovereignty.

Im.regard for the Irish. Families such as thethe people, and then defend them. When
d MacSwineys and Padraig Pearse's (whosd¢he Auxiliaries and the Black-n-Tans
erfather was English) readily understood terrorised the people in the countryside,
h, why the Anglo-Irish such as Sir Roger Flying Columns attacked these convoys.
Casement, Robert Emmet, Wolfe Tone, When Volunteers were captured, the Irish
Thomas Davis, Lord Edward Fitzgerald captured corresponding British officers.
challenged British rule, a rule based on The key was to frustrate British attempts
I hypocrisy. at escalation by minimal retaliation, hoping
e What disturbed MacSwiney most was that Irish persistence would show the
that a corrupt and corrupting Empire was pointlessness of Britain trying to hold
causing cynicism amongst young people, Ireland.

SAVING LIVES

who ordinarily should be full of the highest  But how does one win such a war?
ideals. By stunting the natural flowering MacSwiney took inspiration from Thomas
of youth, the Empire was blocking young Davis's songA Nation Once Againwith

The pink-cheeked one rants, storms gndpeople’s development of faith and its famous chorus'ireland, long a

turns blood-red.
His government of Imperial blue
wants blooded, and old colonialist qued

The screens, papers are full of these fathdad

vying for the murder of Gaddafi.
New Napoleons rehearse the dance of de
to the tune of a liberal shibboleth,

while the UN plots more choreography.

Turning back the clock to a sun dial
is killing the mother to save the son.
Babies must die—the good live, not the vi

Saw your tiny face on radar outgunneq.

It's called saving lives NATO style.

So, pink-cheeked, blooded one, your

reign's begun.
Wilson John Haire
18th March, 2011

confidence in the world and in God. province, be a Nation once again'lt
The question was how to inspire people showed how a few individuals making a
%o have hope, to feel free to grow. He tried sacrificing stand could save a nation, such
0 do this first through his poetry, and as the three hundred in the Battle of
atfPublished a book containing a long poem, Thermopylae, and the three who held the
the Music Of Freedom He became bridge over the Tiber to save Rome.
engrossed in the problem of what one Terence MacSwiney added to this his
person could do to be effective in freeing strong religious faith. If going to war to
the Irish people from oppression. save the Irish people from enslavement
and corruption was justified, then a person-
Thomas Davis inspired in him the idea al sacrifice was even more justified. He
that the exploitation of Irish people could became inspired by Thomas a Kempis's
U most effectively be countered if the Irish The Imitation Of ChristOne of the lowest
wereto see themselves as anation. Charlegoints in his life was when the Rising was
Stewart Parnell developed this idea with: called for Easter 1916, then cancelled,

e.

QD

.

"No man has the rightto set a boundary to then called again. Should he and Tomas
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MacCurtain go ahead withoutany elemgnt  On the other hand, Fine Gael has notdispensed with and rearranged on whims.
of surprise, and endanger all the Cork Volgn- enough seats to govern alone and LabouOtherwise it's a case of having to put up
teers? He spent the night in their hegd-could honestly fulfill all its election pledge with oppression and corruption which is
quarters, readinghe Imitation Of Christ] to control and contain the Government all that seizes him when he looks at viable
pacing up and down, looking for inspiratiof. very easily, by picking and choosing what political structures. But it is difficult to
| have his copy in Irish, with his detailgd to support and oppose. But Labour doetake Fintan seriously anymore on political
hand-written notes. He read it during the not have the confidence in itself of doing issues, since he chickened out of
many times he was in prison, includingfin this, which would meantaking responsibil- participating inthe election. A substantial
Brixton. Towards the end of his Hungdr- ity for government on the best possible group of leftists and independent candi-
Strike his sisters read it to him. terms for itself. dates was ready to stand as an alternative,
As Dave Hannigan shows in his n This decision to enter Coalition has but O’'Toole refused to jump at the last
bookThe Hunger Strike That Rocked An more consequences than just the actionsnoment. The weak excuse was that there
Empire Terence MacSwiney's ideas apd of the next Government. As this is thewas not enough time to mount a serious
action had a huge impact internationally. greatest crisis in capitalism sincethe 1930scampaign!  This revolutionary wants
He understood what he was doing af ahe resulting politics will be determined rebellion by appointment! Itis now proven
soldier of the Republic. If he was releagedby reactions toit. Thisis what happened inthat those who cardo, and those who
the British lost moral authority. If he diedl, the 30s. FF dealt successfully with the cannot,commentlt’s all just 'scribble,
their hypocrisy as a benign Empire wodld crisis then and prevented a fascist solution scribble, scribble’He could not organise
be exposed internationally, and this wogld Just one of its great historic achievementsthe proverbial piss-up in a brewery.
pave the way for Irish freedom. There dre By its decision, the Labour Party
many examples of people he influencgd,is alone responsible for avoiding a left-

DiARMAID FERRITER
Diarmaid Ferriter added his tuppence

such as Mahatma Gandhi, and the yogngight division emerging in the Dail. The
Ho ChiMinh, who was working in Londop Opposition will now be led by Sinn Fein
at the time of the Hunger Strike. He s3id or Fianna Fail. The new lIrish polity will

worth of commentary on the demise of
Fianna Fail by quoting his M16 professorial

predecessor, T D Williams, to the effect

of MacSwiney—"A Nation which hag be shaped by the outcome of which partythat the party's historic secret of success

such citizens will never surrender”. succeeds in doing the best job in opposi- L :
: : . L . was to be the party dfprinciple with
Terence MacSwiney showed thatitpgystion, as itis they who will formthe future - P .
. . ntricate qualifications"This was said by
to stand up for what is right. government(s). AFine Gael Governmen ; . )
o : : o, S i erriter with a sneer and given as a reason
A pure spirit acting out of hope cgn with a SF/FF opposition will give us ‘civil . ™. : :
. . . . ) in itself for celebrating the demise of
have a greater and more lasting posiffvewar’ politics with knobs on. Labour can _. . o
. ) . Fianna Fail. But it is a most accurate
effectthan one driven by anger or revenpe.never again bemoan the lack of a left-right -
L L s .+ description of any successful party. The
That is his legacy. in Irish politics as they have openly decided . : -
. SO world outside academia and the opinion
Cathal MacSwiney Brugha | to opt out of establishing it. . . :
columns of thelrish Timesis a very

As a left-right divide is equated by all intricate place indeed. So intricate and

as class politics it means the end of that . .
type of politics as well, thanks to the complicated that nothing is fully knowable

present day Labour Party Ieadership—theOr predictable. Any person or _par_ty that
historic achievement of the Stickies! successfully deals with these intricacies

. ) . . _for about 90 years is a marvel. Reports of
iti Michael D's attitude to the election Fianna Fail's death might turn out, like
The end of class politics? resultis regarding it as similar to the result g ’

_ . o ¢ s Il That's th It and Mark Twain's, to be exaggerated.
Atthe Irish Writers FestivalinHammer- Of @n opinion poll. That's the result ant Jack Lane
smith (London) on 4th March, Michael D. there you are. That is the sociologistes

Higgins, Diarmaid Ferriter and Fintan @Pproach. But an election result isfaSECOND-HAND PEACE
O'Toole spoke about the aftermath of the dynamic, a call for action not a call f FOR SALE
Election. There was obvious delight Static reflection on the result. Treating 4n
amongst all at the decline of FF. election result as he does is paralysitg, FITS MOST NATIONS
and that is what has happened to Lab Meard about Gerry's visit to Gaza?
Saw it on Gaza TV through YouTube.

Israeli reaction, as usual, crude.

NB: See alshabour Commer{back page)l

Report

NtHAEL D. FinTan O'T ooLe
Higgins, whoiis President ofthe Labour ~ Fintan O'Toole was delighted at t : :
Party, supported the (then) proposed "slaying of another dragorit Irish life. | Adams did not bring a tabula rasa,
coalition on the grounds that Labour could He did not seem to notice that this res |¢his war lovehr, hﬁ came to sell peace
thereby control and contain the worst also meantthe creation of a new dragon —g) people that have yet to win a war
- ) ) : | “against this nation-eating carnivore
policies of Fine Gael. He said Labour had @ revival of the party founded on the 4, it bulldozers, continues to feaft.
a great result but still only 37 seats and fascist theories of the 1930s. There is NOpgce can mean: yet another piece of lhnd.
therefore there were limits towhatitcould doubt that Ernest Blythe would feql peace can mean: stay still while I cut ygur
do and he put forward the traditional case comfortable in the Fine Gael of today. throat.

for coalition with FG. He seemed not to There is no way of avoiding 'dragons’ §f Peace can mean: your head buried in the gand.
acknowledge that the situation was quite one sort or another in politics, i.e., thefe Peace can mean: raiding the siege-breaking
different this time. has to be structures that have an orgahic boats.

Michael D.'s argument is redundant , life oftheirown. But Fintan thinks politica Peace can mean: olive groves as contrabpnd.
however, because it fails to take into life (and society itself) can operate on tje P€ace can mean: Holocaust vicgm
account the most obvious outcome of the basis of individuals giving vent to theif ~ SCapegoats.
election—the decline of FF and the fact wishes, demands, outrages, etc and that Wilson John Haire

that Labour could now lead the Opposition. Structures should and could be easjly 25th March, 201




by the EU's harmonised inflation rate in crisis level despite the falling value of
both cases). Very high interestrates, whichsterling.
were hiked to 18 per cent in an attemptto The conclusion that can be drawn from
Shorts stabilise the currency, further hit heavily O'Brien's articlesis that Ireland has suffer-
indebted Icelanders. ed far less than Iceland by every measure
from The only economic measure thatIcelandexcept Employment. Having our own
scores better than Ireland is in the area otturrency would not have mitigated the crisis.
the Long Fellow employment. This arises from the nature Indeed quite the opposite. The hardship
of our bubble rather than any policy differ- endured by both countries was not caused
ences in response to the crisis. Our bubbléoy their response to the crisis, but by the
The impression has been given thathadagreater_domestic co_mponent.lnthissize_ of the bub_bles before they burst.
Ireland has made serious policy errors incountry housing completions peaked atWhile Iceland did not ha_ve a secto_ral
the last two years. If it had pursued an four times the Iong-run average whergasbut_)ble suchas ourbundmglndustry, which
alternative set of policies we would not in Iceland the peak figure was about twice at its peak accounted for one eighth of
have had to endure the economic down_the long-term average.Asaconsequen(_:epotal employment, her banks were—
turn. Iceland is held out as an example thatWhen t_he bubble burst, Ireland lost onein incredibly—even more reckless than ours.
we should have followed. sevenjobswhereas Iceland I_osto_ne in tenThe balance sheets pf her on-shore banks
But what set of policies did Iceland More than half of the decline in Irish grew to almost ten times her GDP com-
pursue that Ireland rejected? The Leftemployment|saccpunFedforbyth§ 155,000pa(ed to tha_tof our banks, a—snll bloated
points out that Iceland rejected the reloay_fewer people wo'rkmg in construction. —figure of just over three times GDP.
ment of private banking debt in a referen- Ithas been said thatthe current recession
dum. She certainly did. But does that is a'balance sheetrecessiamhis means THE IRIsH TIMES ELECTION CAMPAIGN

: that the decline in wealth has been far
mean that she will not repay any of her o "G icant than the decline in _ The Irish Timesmade an important

IS il ceand as s i reland. 1ts. income. The pessimists argue thatfor hisifervention onhe morning o the election
purpose s to 'help’ Iceland repay herreasonourcurrenteconomlccr|5|s|s_wor.se]£ 2. A). :S IrQr;;‘gaQE C";‘]_ ?étory about
sovereign as well as banking liabilities. than th"?‘t of the 1980s. The decline in grerD nao ”|S |6-m d ;]e _xecukt:ve
There is one indisputable difference, Wealth is not measured by the normal ! (u(rjn][n. tg;ATe ZtOggl?lat reed
however, between Iceland and Ireland, ECONOMIC statistics such as GDP, whichyear pi%no _”'rom tod i elearr]g
Iceland has her own currency and there-2€ Measures of annual income. over +. fifion euro end yet ony pal
Dan O'Brien thinks that the net financial taxes of 10,000: an effective tax rate of

fore has the option to devalue. Has this _ 0.1 I Th hor of th icl
- ealth of Irish households fell by 55 per 9-1 Per cent! The author of the article
given Iceland an advantage? The answel Yoo per ~oim Keenawent on that mornintyews-

would appear to bao. In a series of ~Ccent from late 2006 to early 2009, a far 2\ ') o616 giscuss this scandal.
articlesinThe Irish Timeg18.2.11,25.2.11)  larger peak-to-trough change thanregister- =, v "\ oo people to make of this
Dan O'Brien attempted to make a comparison.ed in any output or employment measure.gnocking story as they headed for the
'_rhe Gross Domesti_c F_’roduct figures, However, the good news is that, since the”:polling booths? Was it a reflection of a
which measure output, indicate that Ireland half of that wealth decline has been clawedcorrupt relationship between senior Bank
hasdone margm_allybetter. Both countriespack owing to the paying down of debt, Executives and the Government, in
reached a peak in the second half of 2007, hich reduced liabilities, and a rise in the particular Fianna Fail?
andatroughin the second quarter of 2010, )\ of assets—mostly of non-Irishassets  There was just one problem with the
IcelandlsGDPfeIIby 15.1 percentwhereasheld by Pension and Insurance Funds. Story: itwas completely false. The follow-
Ireland's fell by 13.3 per cent, .. Iceland's wealth statistics are less com-ing day—after the polls had closed —the
But GDP does not measure a country's | po i e'than ireland's, therefore only anéwspaper revealed that Drumm had in
well being. If a country buys less imports pren . ' y i : :
_ : X Ok artial comparison can be made. Howeverfactearned 12.47 million during the period
its GDP rises, but it may be denying itself P -0mp o= ; ian-
" some idea can be obtained by theand had paid tax of 6.31 million: an
the consumption of better and cheaper y i i
erformance ofthe stock markets. Iceland'seffective taxrate of over 50%. After giving
products from abroad. If the exports and PE" . y i ;
A trioned out. th main share index suffered one of the largesth® details of his annual returns, the
IMPoTtS NIgUTEs are sppea out, e coun-c s anywhere when the crisis broke, Newspaperacknowledged half-way down
try is left with domestic demand. Iceland's losing 95 per cent of its value over the the article thatits story of the previous day
3%in ; ;
domestic demand contracted by 36.3 9 course of the crash. It has since recoveredvas Incorrect.
the second quarter of 2010 from its high ' ; L
X ) Imost d. Dublin' d It took another week before the news-
oint. Ireland's contracted by 27.2% in the 2/MOSt NO ground. DUblin's main index ; -
ph. d £ 2010 f Y hiah ’ "1 ' lost four-fifths of its value. It has since Paper feltitnecessary toissue an apology
third quarter o rom Its Nigh point. - de up significant ground, standing atto Mr. Drumm (4.3.11).

However, this does not tell the full story. Perhaps Colm Keenais an incompetent
The composition of the contraction in dom 30 per cent less than the peak. fool butpwhat are we to make 0? the

estic demand was very differentin the two The fact that Iceland's currency has newspaper? Theong Fellow suspects
economies. In Iceland, most of the contract- depreciated by more than half_hqs baIIo_on-that its 'errors' are not mistakes but policy.
ion (27 per cent) was explained by a declineed the value of its foreign liabilities. This,
in private consumption—that is spending along with her high interest rates, will
by households on goods and services. Iresult in a far greater restructuring of
Ireland the peak-to-trough decline in private and corporate debt than is even It was once explained to the Long
private consumption was 10.7 per cent. contemplated in Ireland. Unfortunately Fellow by anrish Timegournalist—one
The main reason for the collapse in for Iceland there has been no significantof the few good ones—that a newspaper
Iceland's consumption was the huge dec-upside in having its own currency. Her cannot libel someone who hae reput-
lineinreal wages as aresult of the inflation- exports have performed quite well since ation". So, for example, if it is accepted
ary shock of the kréna going into freefall. the crisis, but no better than Ireland (boththat Sean FitzPatrick and Michael Fingle-
While the price level was 1 per cent lower up by about 7 per cent). O'Brien notes inton have little or no reputation, such people
in Ireland in December 2010 compared topassing that the UK, which also has its cannot sue a newspaper for libel since
January 2008, it was 38 per cent higher inown currency, has not made any recoverytheir reputation could not suffer any further
Iceland over the same period (as measuredh her exports. They remain below the pre-damage. PerhapBhe Irish Timegelt that
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offthe table."Not many of them took money
off the table,” says Dermot Desmond, an
Irish billionaire, who made his fortune from
software in the early 1990s, and so counts
here as old money."

David Drumm was in the same category. REAL JOURNALISM
ThelLong Fellowhas often thought that It is sometimes necessary to sample
the laws of libel are inadequate. There doefreign journalism in order to realise the
not appear to be recognition of collaterakhortcomings of journalismin this country.
damage. For example, in the above cas@helong Fellowhas never read anything
David Drummwas notthe only victim. Fiannafrom an Irish journalist quite like Pierre  Lewis callsitas he seesit; notas he would
Fail, was adversely affected even thougtPéan's description of the horrors of Rwanddike it to be in order to pander to the petty

that party was not even mentioned in therhe French journalist's observations ar@ourgeois prejudices of his readers.
story. The general public was given falsédmpressive because he places them in a

information at a time when it was about tohistorical and political context. Fintan O'

HypocRisy

vote in a General Election. But it would beToole, on the other hand, knows the truth in What a hypocritical organisatidine Irish

impractical to attempt to assess the damagsivance. And his truth is not tempered bytimesis!

done to either Fianna Fail or the public. time, place or engagement with the issue at |t could notsilently sack Sarah Carey, but
Itis occasionally the case that juries awarthand. His virtue is unsullied by experienceinstead had to give a moralistic sheen to its

damages way in excess of the damage causgHere is no doubt that O'Toole satisfiesqualid act.

to the plaintiff. Part of the reason is the jurymany of his readers. Thieong Fellow

Following her honest performance on

has been outraged by the behaviour of theecently attended a public meeting in whictprime Time Carey was ordered to confess
media outlet. In other words part of thea speaker suggested, quite seriously, thikr ‘crimes' in her Wednesday column
award ispunitive"rather thaficompensat- - we look to the likes of O'Toole for inspiration (23.3.11). In the following days, the news-
ory". IntheLong Fellows view the punitive now that the Catholic Church has collapsedyaper published letters denouncing her and

element should be paid to the State rather
than the plaintiff.

The Long Fellow does not agree withthen she was sacked .

many of the conclusions of Michael Lewis's  And what were her crimes? She did not

recent, long/anity Fairarticle on Ireland, want to reveal her sources!!! She lied to her

SuNDAY TIMES AND FINTAN O'T ooLE
The Sunday Timespologised to Finta

that he was on a salary of 100k and that he;
"gotinto his five-series BMW and returned
to Glasnevin"after the ICTU protest in
Dublin. It turns out that this was completely
false. His salary is in fact 85k and he doesn't
own a car because he doesn't drive!

This is an example of lazy, malicious
journalism, which shows contempt for the
newspaper's readers, but it is difficult to
know which is more embarrassing to O
Toole: the truth or the lie.

The Long Fellomwvas surprised at the
relatively low salary: it's far lower than
Geraldine Kennedy's 319k. O'Toole's duties,
of course, are far less onerous. For example,
it is not at all clear what responsibilities
attach to the job descriptiotassistant
editor": it may be just an honorific title.
Nevertheless, O'Toole does write at least
two articles a week and occasionally has a
feature article, which is longer than the
standard opinion piece of about 1,200 words.
He is regularly on television and radio.
While such media exposure could be
construed as self promotion, it also serves
to promoteThe Irish TimesAlthough the
Long Fellowdoes not rate him, O'Toole has
been described as being the only world
class columnist in the country. It is also
likely that there are people who only buy
the newspaper to read him.

Is it possible that O'Toole is satisfied
with his relatively modest salary because he
considerd he Irish Timea worthy cause?!!

Geraldine Kennedy has recently announ-
ced that she will be standing down as Editor
of The Irish Timesit the end of her current
contract, which expires this September.
Inevitably there has been speculation about
who will succeed her. If salaries are anything
to go by—and they usually are—Fintan
O'Toole is quite low orThe Irish Times
pecking order.

but he has to admit it is a fine piece ofegal counsel but NOT to the Tribunal under
n lournalism. Areader could learnmore fromoath, where she admitted her action. The
afew paragraphs of this American journaliSteason why she lied was that silence was not
than a shelf full of O'Toole’s books. Here isan option under the Tribunal's powers. But,
hat Lewis says aboutalleged Irish corruptionjjnlike the leaks published byhe Irish

"The Irish real-estate bubble was differ-Timesrom the Mahon Tribunal, the source
ent from the American version in manydocument did not come from the Tribunal.
ways: it wasn't disguised, for a start; itin no sense could it be said that the Tribunal
didn'trequire alot of complicated financial owned the leaked document or that the
engineering beyond the understanding ofiocument was stolen fromit. The paper that
mere mortals; it also wasn't as cynicalprides itself on whistle-blowing sacked a
There aren'talot of Irish financiers or realyyhistle-blower!
estate people who have emerged with @ The document that Carey revealed was a
future. In America the banks went down,|atter to Denis O'Brien's company Esat from
but the big shots in them still got rich; in \jichael McDowell of the Progressive
Ireland the big shots went down with thep e 6 crats acknowledging a party contribu-
E%nks. ng?)n Fll(tzpatrkllck,ba_lvvzrklrlwg-lc_laﬁs[ion of 15,000 pounds. At the time Carey

id turned banker, who built Anglo Iris ’ : :
Bank more or less from scratch, is WiderW";IS an te_mp:fl}oyee Ofl Efat. T??ﬁ? V‘éas a pUbl,'[C
viewed as the chief architect of Ireland'g" crest In the revelation ot this documen

ecause it undermined the impression that

misfortune: today he is not merely bankrup - - . -
but unable to show his face in public. Men-the Moriarty Tribunal wished to give that

tion his name and people with no interesESat was only giving money to Fine Gael. If
in banking will tell you with disgust how Fine Gaelwas not the only beneficiary of O’
he disguised millions of euros in loansBrien's largesse the evidence of a corrupt
made to himself by his own bank. Whatrelation between O'Brien and Fine Gael,
they don't mention is what he did with thewhich was in Government at the time of the
money: invested it in Anglo Irish bonds! awarding of the licence, becomes unconvincing.
When the bank failed Fitzpatrick waslisted But all of this was known td@he Irish
among its creditors, having (in April 2008!) Timesbefore it hired Carey 2 years ago. So
purchased five million euros of Anglo why all of a sudden has—in the words of
Irish subordinated floating-rate notes.  Geraldine Kennedy (tHash TimesEditor)
"The top executives of the three big_Carey's "credibility...been damaged"?
banks all operated in a similar spirit: they  The real reason is that the Tribunal is under
boug}[ht faares in the|; OV‘;” cowpanles ”ggtattack and'he Irish Timesas decided that
up to the moment ol collapse, andcarey mustgo because giving her a platform
continued to pay dividends, as if they haqzvouk)j/ not hglp the Tribu%al. '?’he aggnda of

capital to burn. Virtually all ofthe big Irish , 0 \1oriarty Tribunalis similar to the news-
property developers who behaved reck-

lessly signed personal guarantees for thef2PE" both wishto prove —albe|_t for differ-
loans. It's widely assumed that they muset reasons—that the Irish State is corrupt.
be hiding big piles of money somewhere, In normal circumstances Carey \_/vould
but the evidence thus far suggests thg}aVe been useful to give a human antidote to
they are not. The Irish Property Councilth€ arid '|deolog|cal pronouncements of
has counted atleast 29 suicides by properfyintan O'Tooleet al But the devastating
developers and construction workers sinc&ttacks on the Tribunal by powerful interests
the crash—in a country where suicide!n the society have meant that Carey is a
often goes unreported and undercounteduxury that the newspaper can no longer
“| said to all the guys, 'Always take moneyafford.

-



When the tide went out she was strandeddistance, they seem less significant.
A woman in her late thirties could hardly Perhaps she wonders whether she was
retire. But could a failed politician resume told the full story or if the targets fro the
; a career as a journalist? crusading had been set up for her in
Madame Retires! She was allowed return fbhe Irish  advance. Years after the phone tapping
Times but had to spend a period in scandal, it emerged that Vincent Browne
‘gquarantine’, meaning that she could notand Tim Pat Coogan had also had their
; . write political commentary because she phones tapped, but that was under a Fine
it.%&y%#g;gg’oﬁglls‘rllvgssriiscquld not pose as ‘neutral’. Her rehabilit- Gael Government. Fianna Fail did not
fingers and says, “Hey, Shrimp, rack the ation only came when she broke a storyseek to make political advantage of it; it
balls!” Or, “Hey, mouse, mouse, go outand that toppled a Taoiseach and his Govern-s more protective of the State. And itwas
buy me a pack of butts.” | don’t want tips ment. She was now back in the game. noticeable that, during the anti-Haughey
from the kitty. I'm in the big game with the ) .. heaves, journalists were more interested
big players" (from the filmThe Sweet When Conor Brady retired as Editorin i the fact that Ray McSharry bugged a
Smell Of Successtarring Tony Curtisand 2002 and a new Editor was sought, heconyersation with his Cabinet colleague,
Burt Lancaster). advised herto concentrate onthe membergartin O’Donoghue, than the latter's

When Geraldine Kennedy started out of The lIrish Times TrustNobody else = statement thatmoney would be made

. o hen i inting hi ; '
as ajournalistin the early 1970s could shegjactéirsesixv Aﬁg Istoct?]rgﬁr;? gg&%ﬁct:lg%it(l)sr available"to opponents of the party leader.
have imagined the success that would

follow? From a provincial paper to the was succeeded by the first woman. When Kennedy was asked by Eamon
Cork Examineand on torhe Irish Times She must have savoured the sweetDunphy about the events surrounding the
. u perfume of success when she opened théoppling of the Reynolds Government
as c:jnehof DOHE[FOI!%ﬁ bg\be?_, .ihe th%n Letters Page on her first day as Editor. Infollowing her story imThe Irish Timesshe
tmhg Singgmgrre:;nst nday Iribunen its 150 yearhistory nobody had ever beforewas unable to talk about the event that re-
She ca%e to national attention when addressed the Editor ©he Irish Timeas Iaunched her career. Itseemsthere was ho
“Madame”! great issue of principle involved; it was

Michael Noonan, in one of his first acts as , _ , merely a personality clash between Albert
Minister for Justice, revealed in 1983 that  Butsuccessis never quite what it SeemSReynoIds and Dick Spring, whichhe

she and the EnglliSh journalist Bruce She had stormed the citadels of the Statqyish Timesexploited and which led to the
Arnold had had their phones tapped. Theunder the banner of openness and transpappointment of a Redmondite Taoiseach.
reason for the tapping was that Cabinetency and yet as Editor @he Irish Times
Confidentiality had been breached at awas obliged to swear an Oath of Secrecy A couple of years ago Kennedy inter-
time when Haughey had been adopting anbefore a Commissioner of Oaths, a require-viewed Major McDowell over a period of
independent foreign policy during the mentrepeated every year. She was appointhree evenings, but the publication of the
Falklands/Malvinas War. The details of ed a Director offhe Irish Timedut was  interview was suppressed. The veto was
Cabinet meetings were being recountednever allowed to be a member of firast  exercised by his daughter, even after the
by Kennedy and Arnold in their respective which controls the newspaper and obligesMajor’s death. Kennedy has come a long
newspapers. the Editorto appear before itas a subordinateway since she thought she was at the
Haughey told his Justice Minister, Sean _ cutting edge of Irish journalism ... or
Doherty, to find out the source of the And then there was THAT story which maybe the distance was far less than she
leaks. The Garda Commissioner did whatShe was not allowed to tell. The story paq thought.

; ; hich THAT magazine had revealed: that
he thought was necessary, including phone” _ . When she announced her retirement
tapping, which was authorised by Doherty. the dominant personality of the newspaper

if an individual sets out to undermine the " (1€ 1ast40 years wished to place itunderast month, there were some carping com-
an individual Sets outto undermne the g iy sSate influence following the ments about her legacy. She could hardly

functioning of the State, should he or she o iyreak of war in Northern Ireland and be blamed for the purchaseMyhome.ie
have any complaintifthe State takes measgescribed his Editor (Douglas Gageby) asand the other foolish investments. It is
uresto protectitself? To believe otherwise a “white nigger”. That was some story said that journalistic standards declined
is to hold that the individual is entitled to about a newspaper which was the home otinder her watch, bathe Irish Timesvas
eavesdrop on Cabinet meetings but thepolitical correctness! Refused by tish ~ never as good as it pretended to be. Under
State in response to this is not allowed toTimes the story was published by the Kennedy its circulation stalled and then
eavesdrop on the individual. Sunday Independeniafter whicharebut- ~ slipped back, but the newspaper was not

However, Doherty behaved in a talappearedinthesh Times But,when unique in this respect and she had less
disgraceful manner. He should have letShe was asked aboutit, she had to pretengesources than her predecessors. Perhaps
the Garda investigation run its course andthatshe had publishedit of her own volition she will claim credit for the decline of
then report to him. But it seems that he @nd not in response to tiSainday Inde- Fianna Fail, for so long the newspaper's
forgot that he was no longer a Special PéndentAnd, when other documents came nemesis?

Branch man and participated in the 0 light, she had to allow them to be mis- |, 5 fe\w months she will be free Bhe
investigation. He obtained copies of the representedinorderto presentafalseimpresyisy, Times The newspaper will have
transcripts of the phone taps and tried toSion of what Major McDowell was up 0. iticulty restraining her after she has
show them to Haughey. This constituted a Of course. there were some stories shddone, notwithstanding the legal obligations
breach of the perceived convention . 4 (el She could examine in pains- Which it imposed on her. At 60 years of
regarding separation of powers. taking detéilthe bank transactions of Bertie 29€ she will have time to defend her legacy.
When all was revealed, Kennedy and Ahern amounting to thousands while the It is to be hoped that she will redeem
Arnoldwere able to suethg—z State.. Kenn?dynewspaper's PropertySupplementgorged‘er journalistic reputation!
had become more than just a journalist;; o £ o1 the hoom which was sustained by John Martin

she was now a player. In 1987 she wa: : v
Soans amounting to billions of euros. Wa Irish Times: Past And Present.,

elected to the Dail for the anti Haughey : L
Progressive DemocratBut the euphoria Lﬁiﬁl?iﬁ;ntﬁg% aa;mportantthat itjustifie N arecord of the journal since 1859
’ y John Martin.

of the high moral ground was transient
and she failed to be re-elected in 1989. As her past triumphs recede into th Index. 264pp. 2008. €20, £15.

"Sally: But Sidney, you make a living.
Where do you want to get?
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anumber of people—nottrue. Corry never

James Fitzgerald forward this article to the Irish Examiner after it carried a full page of sa!d he Sh.Ot anyone. Ne!ther is there any
Senator Harris promoting a book by Gerald Murphy, The Year Of Disappearances, evidence in the Military History Bureau
which misused sources—including work published by Mr. Fitzgerald—to foster a that he shot anyone. None of the members
sectarian view of the War of Independence and the Treaty War. He also sent it to the of the Company that | spoke to could ever
Irish Independent, where Kevin Myers had acted in a similar way. But Mr. Fitzgerald remember Martin Corry being a member

Suppressed Article:

was refused publication, indeed he did not even receive a reply from either paper. of such a firing party, even though later in
Such is ‘press freedom’ in modern times! life many of those were his political
enemies.
Gerard Murphy’s Fairytales In the book Gerald Murphy mocks

Martin Corry for a photograph of him
appearing in my book wearing an Irish
Volunteers uniform. Thatis an insult to all
brave Irish men who wore the tunic. Inthe
book Gerald Murphy says a body was dug
up under Corry’s floorboards—false.
Thereis no anti-Sinn Fein Members buried
on his farm. We had no prayer session at
the unveiling of the plague at Sing-Sing
for those Mr. Murphy said were buried in
the bogs. He further states that Martin
Corry used his influence to stop enquiries,
after bones were discovered in the Rea in

As Chairman of the Knockraha History Martin Corry tried to block me publishing
Society, | read with horror the recently this work—itis totally false. Martin Corry
published controversial book by Mr. inno way tried to influence what | wrote.
Gerard Murphy,The Year of the This book was launched at a function in
Disappearances—Political Killings in the Hall in Knockraha on 11th July 1976
Cork 1920-192Avhich seeksto demonise attended by all living members of the
the well known politician, the late Martin Company. Martin Corry spoke at the
Corry TD, for his role in the fight for Irish  launch and welcomed the publication. The
Freedom. In this book he gives me a full old veterans accepted it as a reasonabl
chapter and quotes my writings as a sourceecord of the war in our parish as it hap-
of his information in relation to Martin pened. This book is still available today.
Corry and Knockraha. He gravely mis-For writing this book | allowed Mr.
qlec:t?s fmly bo;)kt and rtnakels rt\;]ang cclJ(mr]—gurphybfL:!l a_cce?rs] tto hmy res]zarc_:h and 1963—false. Therewas a Mrs. Prendergast
pietely taise statements. 1n the boo pes, believing that he could give an ., raiseq questions but that was in 2001,
states that Martin Corry was the execu-accurate account of my findings. | am .

. : ) . AT 22 years after Corry's death.
tioner for the Cork No.1 brigade and that disgusted how he misused this privilege
he was involved in the ethnic cleansing. from false statements to conclusions not
That is totally false and as my name iswarranted by the facts.
mentioned so much | have no other option
now but to put the record straight. During the War of Independence Martin

Despite hislong life, including 42 yearsCorry was the Captain of the Knockraha
in the Dail, having taken an _actlve part in Comp_any and he_had no role either in theProtestants. None were ever intimidated
the War of Independence himself and nobattalion or the Brigade, except as a back ; ;

. ) by Corry or any of his Company in any
member of the Knockraha Company upto othercompanies suchasinthe attaclw ;

: . . . ay. Indeed, he was the best of friends
submitted sworn witness statements to theon Carrigtwohill RIC Barracks. To suggest with his minority religion neighbours
Bureau of Military History. However, he was the Brigade executioner shows 3, ;

. . efore, during and after the War of Inde-
other members of the Cork No.1 Brigade lack of knowledge of how the Brigade ; ;
. . ) endence. Martin Corry was working for
who submitted such statements did notworked. Knockraha had a special statug1 ; -

. . . , . . : ! e ideals of the Protestant patriot Wolfe
link Martin Corry with Murphy's alleg- in the Brigade with two operating bomb ;

i H d fort 1 d higactori 4 Sina-Si : hich Tone to create a republic of Protestant,
atons.. ehma_ © %nelf (;)I’ 0 record hisac 9”:‘;]3 gn K ;n? ng %”SO”,' WRICN = atholic and dissenter. Indeed the descend-
hmin}%nﬁh ?V'n% 00 et a (rjoom '”dfitigfi'”_ (t-:‘toli) :,iaes \{\t/as orryds p”tshon'ants of these Protestants still living in the

ote l: t('a ytplg neverturnedup and| 'Sé 'T’ foﬂ? )C/: aksg_—l dW_a_f LC';n er € areanear Corry's are appalled by the sug-
was not activated again. ~ control of the Cork Brigade; its Governor, gestion that they were loggerheads with

In the Knockraha History Society in Ned Maloney as he was called, was ~ ;

. : orry ninety years ago.

the early 1970 we decided it was very answerable to Sean Hegarty and not to
important for historical purposes to record Martin Corry The greatest threat to a Guerillaarmy is
for prosperity what happened during the  The figures given by Martin for Sing- spies and informers who over the centuries
War of Independence in our area. WeSing were not his own figures, rather they were responsible for thwarting many up-
conducted detailed research including were the numbers given by Ned Maloney risings. In the War of Independence spies
many interviews with Martin Corry. At before the Board when he was applyinggave information which was responsible
these interviews for accuracy purposes hefor a military pension in 1940. How many for the wiping out of the Flying Column at
had two members of the old IRA Company were executed from it is pure speculation. Clonmult, in which 12 Volunteers lost
present. These interviews were tapedlo Knockraha member brought prisonerstheir lives. In the Dripsey Ambush spies
We also spoke to the other 26 members oto Sing-Sing. There were no women put again had given information that lead to a
the Company alive at that time. They alinto Sing-Sing nor were any prisoners in humber being executed. When the Brigade
spoke freely to us and anyone who knewthe jail tortured as Mr. Murphy asserts. was satisfied that people were informers,
Martin Corry will recall how happy he Theywere broughtfrom the entire Brigade they could not expect much sympathy.
was to talk of his involvement in the war area. Their fate was already decided b$pies were not shot for their religion but
as it happened. He would state the factshe Brigade officers but on the odd caserather for their deeds and to suggest that
with no apology and there would be no where the local Company had to make atheir religious background was responsible
cover-up. When our research was over wedecision it was made with regard to the for their end is irresponsible, mischievous
presented this book as a history of theBrigade policy. and an insult to the Protestant population.
parish. In several parts of the book Mr. Murphy Throughout the book there are many

Gerard Murphy says in his book that states that Martin Corry says that he shotquotations' from Martin Corry but, since

Mr. Murphy insists that Corry was
involved in ethnic cleansing in the Brigade
area—wrong: he had no role outside his
own Company. In his farm at Sunville,
Glounthaune, many of his neighbours were



there is no reference for them, they m
have been made up to suit the story.

In this book, it is as if Mr. Murphy had

air-brushed out the history, the atrociti
created by the Black & Tans, Auxiliarie
etc. Don't forget that they pulled thre
people out of their houses in Carrigtwoh
one a cripple, and executed them. Th
burned our city, took two Delaneys fro

their bed in Dublin Hill and shot them).

Not forgetting what was done to our Lo
Mayor, Tomas MacCurtin. And itwas n
unusual for the Black & Tans as th
drove along the road to take a pot sho
people working in the fields. Some died
this way. So the IRA terror campaign w.
in response to the enemy’s tactics.

Commenting on the book, Kevin Mye
said that bodies were dug up in Corr
farm in the 60s—wrong. As is John P3g
McCarthy's assertion ifihe Independen
that the Rea s in Corry's farm—false. It
7 miles from Corry's.

It is a sad fact today that many writir
historical books try to sensationalise the
presumably that more books would
sold. So money is taking precedence o
historical accuracy. And today, if th
Tricolour floats majestically over the GP

!

Istevidence do not always support the claims"Six Prominent Citizengp338). Crucially
in his book. Questions need to be askedviurphy claims that the IRA in Cork did
about the reliability of Murphy's research. not target Protestants because of their
Murphy's book examines the executiorreligion until the War of Independence
bs of suspected British spies by the IRA. In ended in July 1921 He writes that,.the
s 1921 the IRA was a secret guerrilla army IRA campaign in the city, at least up to
e where many orders would have been giventhat point, was not sectariarfp42).
I, orally and where written communication  Murphy states that the IRA killed three
eywould frequently have been destroyed. Protestant teenagers from Cork between
M As a result the evidence for the guilt or 11-15 July 1921. According to Murphy,
innocence of those the IRA executed isthe trio confessed they were British spies
d often fragmentary. Murphy links these before being killed. Murphy sees this as a
t fragments together, using supposition, key event which launched the Cork IRA
y coincidence, and local rumour. Murphy onamurderous sectarian campaign in late
afrequently relies on anonymous sources1921 and early 1922. In his book Murphy
in for information. Given the long-running insists that this everit..set in motion a
hs controversy caused when the late historianwhole witch hunt fuelled by suspicion and
Peter Hart used anonymous sources tgaranoia that led to dozens of deaths”
s make controversial claims about the War (p.306). The three victims are unnamed in
'sof Independence, Murphy should not have Murphy's work and he refers to them as
ul made contentious charges about the sam&Three Protestant Boys"
| period without definite written evidence. There is no record of three Protestant
is Murphy believes thatthe IRAabductedyouths being abducted together in
teenagers from Unionist families during newspapers or police reports of the time.
g the conflict to put pressure on the British. Nor is there any record of their existence
M, He suggests many of these were killed andbr death in archival collections such as the
he secretly buried, but often fails to produce Mulcahy Papers in the UCD Archives.
vewverifiable evidence to prove this. Even Other youths who disappeared were
e Murphy's definition of what constitutes a abducted individually, and secretly exec-
D teenager is problematic. Murphy referstouted by the IRA in Cork in the same

with no British gunboat shelling it fromp four British soldiers Privates Cannim, period, as was recorded. How could the

the Liffey, itis due to the efforts of peop
like Tomas MacCurtin, Martin Corry an
Michael Collins. And if we have a few i
our community who have an ant
nationalist agenda and who will us
anything including fiction to promote the
agenda, then such people are a disgrag
the land of their birth.
James Fitzgerald

e Powell, Morris and Dacker, who were disappearance of this group of three have
d killed the night before the Truce, as escaped the attention of their families, the
N "teenage soldierdp16). None of the four press, the police and the British authorities?
- wereteenagers. Theywere aged 20,20,21 The logical conclusion is that the
e and 28 respectively. When questioneddisappearance of tH&hree Protestant
r about this inaccuracy, Gerard Murphy Boys', which Murphy claims sparked a
e ttwld theSunday Tribuneewspapef,They  sectarian campaign, was not recorded
are usually referred toin Cork as teenagers because it did not happen.
and this is why | referred to them as such. Murphy's only information about the

Chairman, Knockraha History & Heritag

Society, Ballinagoul, Glanmire, Co. Corr

e | did not look up their ages™" fate of thé'Three Protestant Boygbmes
Ratherthan conducting a quick Internet from one anonymous source. Murphy

Report: Padraig Og ORuairc reviewed
the claims in Gerard Murphy's Year Of
Disappearances in Irish History, 9th March
2011. The review is reproduced below

Gerard Murphy's
Disappearing
Sources

Professor Eunan O'

of Gerard Murphy's recentbodiye Year

Of Disappearances. Political Killings in Duggan"
Cork 1921-19220'Halpin stated the book
"...is bound to stir up controversy"
Murphy claims that the IRA murdered

dozens of Protestant and Unionist citize

search of the Commonwealth War Gravesstates that he was tolthe story" (his
Commission which would have confirmed description — p302) by the 89 year old son
the soldiers' agesin minutes, Murphy relied of an IRA veteran. Murphy states this man
onincorrectsecond-hand informationandwas informed ...by a Volunteer who
treated it as factual. waited until all connected to the event
The lists of those killed by the IRA in were themselves dead" (p302). Murphy
Murphy's book also pose difficulties. does not state how the IRA veteran his 89
Murphy states that a person named Duggaryear old source supposedly heard the story
was abducted and killed by the IRA in from someone who knew of the killings.
Cork sometime in July of 1921. There is Nor is he named anywhere in Murphy's
no record of a person named Dugganbook. This third hand anonymous inform-
being abducted at that time. Murphy doesation cannot be verified or examined and

) _Ha_Ipin of Trinity not state Duggan's full name, sex and dateéherefore completely lacks credibility. Yet
College, was prophetic in hisendorsement

or place of death in the book. He admitsitis Murphy's strongest evidence, not only
that, "Little or nothing is known about forthe fate of th&Three Protestant Boys"
(p35). Yet he automatically but also of their existence.

accepts Duggan's death as historical fact.

THE DocuMENTARY EVIDENCE
Murphy claims that the killings of these

THREE PrOTESTANT Bovs
ns Murphy's lists of Cork civilians killed

of Cork between July 1921 and August by the IRA also lacks essential detail. It three were referred to by Connie Neenan
1922. However close analysis reveals thatincludes groupings of anonymous fatali- inanaccountof his IRA activities recorded
the historical documents Murphy uses asties, including"Three Merchants"and  in writing by Ernie O'Malley (Ernie
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O'Malley Military Notebooks, UCD whatsoeverthatthis incidentever happen-addressed ta.. any address or firm with
Archives P17b/112 p126). Murphy gives ed, serious questions need to be raisedvhich people generally deal..."
the following as an extract from this about the dozens of deaths that Murphy The document actually states that the
interview: "Three were friends and they claims were a result of it. Murphy makes IRA should be on the alert for letters sent
confessed to their trackings and they wereover forty references to O'Malley's hand- to "... any address or firm with which
killed". This sentence is so central to written documents in his book in support people locally do not generally deal..."
Murphy's thesis that he refers to it no lessof his various claims. If Murphy was By omitting three key words from his
than 15 times in the book. Murphy also unable to read and accurately transcribetranscription Murphy has completely
entitles the book's 27th Chapt@iree  O'Malley's interview with Neenan, then changed the meaning of the sentence. The
Were Friends. the other references Murphy makes tooriginal sentence implies that IRA methods

However the phraseThree Were O'Malley's notebooks mustalso be treatedof gathering information were competent
Friends.." is not found anywhere in the as circumspect by the reader until theyand precise. Murphy's incorrect trans-
document cited by Murphy. have been checked in the original. cription of the sentence gives the opposite

The sentence in the account quoted by By omitting three key words from his impression.
Murphy actually reads: "Both kids con- transcription Murphy has completely
fessed their trackings, and they werechanged the meaning of the sentence. The The flaws in Murphy's work are often
killed". This transcription of the sentence original sentence implies thatIRA methods evident only when his original source
has been confirmed by two other historiansof gathering information were competent material is examined. If Murphy can not
who have specialised in transcribing O' and precise. Murphy's incorrect trans- accurately transcribe either the hand-
Malley's notebooks. Namely O'Malley's cription of the sentence gives the oppositewritten or typed documents he uses as
son, Cormac K. H. O'Malley, and Dr. John impression. evidence, then the claim that his book is a
O‘C_allag!han oft‘he University of Limerick. Finally Murphy’s inaccurate transcrip- work of historical fact based around these
While O'Malley's handwriting is difficult . fortunatelv not confined to documents is seriously questionable.
toread, thisdocumentis amongst the mosﬂOnS are un y Padraig Og O Ruairc
legible interviews he recorded. It is clear andwritten documents. Murphy repro- i arsi

: duces part of atyped IRA documentissuedThe author is a Ph D student at the University

beyond doubt that there are only nine by the 1st Cork Brigade. (O'Donoghue of Limerick. He is the author of Blood On The

words in the sentence. A comparison . . Banner—The Republican Struggle in Clare
P Papers National Library of Ireland MS 31 .4 The Battle For Limerick City both

between Murphy's transcription of the - .

phys e P 230) According to Murphy it directs IRA  published by Mercier Press, Cork. He administ-

passage and the original (above) shows . : . : . )
.y - intelligence officers to examine letters rates the website www.warofindependence.info

that Murphy frequently misidentifieq

words, in one case reversed the ordel of

two words, changed numerals to worfls

and inserted several words that were OtPopuIation Questions

in the original.
.Boi:]?sflérrn?ﬁéy m%%?;ﬁ;msgg?dil , There _has been some critigism_ of the USA—the plans of the Western Allies
Murphy provides an extremely poor afd comment in our columns on Immigration to take Germany apart and reme}ke itwere
misleading transcription of the sentende and Abortion. _ not put_mto ef_fect for fear that tr_ns should
It is clear from the original that Neen There seem t_o be_twq major causes ofres.ult in Soviet power extending to the
was referring to two suspected spies ex 1arge.-scale immigration in modern times. Rhine. Germany was pot re—ma_de. Itwas
ted before the Truce and therefore co IdThe f|_rst was the need to.peopl_e the Northbolstered up and h_eawlysubS{dlsed by the
not possibly have been referringhree American contlnent.after its native peoples USA—which again had profited hand-
Protestant Boys'killed afterwards. had peen ex_termmated. The Purltansom_ely from the 2nd Wprld War—as a
Gerard Murphy insists that the tra S_cqloms_tg, flee|_ng to freedom from some barrier agalnsF the main foe that hgd
cription of the document in his book minor |r_r|tants in England, cqnstructe_d a destroyed Nazism. So, instead qf being
fully correct and accurate. This claim |s !<|nd ofllberty for themselves in America poor, Germanywasvv_ealthy. And:mstead
paradoxical since Murphy gives at le in which there.was no room for the of grubbmg around in apast.orallsed'.'
three slightly different transcriptions ungodly—meamngtheadherentsofother,econo_my, in accordance with the f|rst
the sentence in his book (pp109,149,3 )'Iess savage,_gods. S_o thgy crea.ted empt&kmerlca}n plans, Germany hgd its
When questioned about the accuracy ofSpaces too big to be fllled immediately by ieconom|c mlracle'. on the basis of |t§ own
his transcription of this sentence, Ger rdthelr own reproductive power and they mdus_try and American money. Butit had
Murphy told theSunday Tribun@ews- called or'the poor, the hu_ddled massgs" a serious manpower shortage because of
paper,"To my eyes at least the wo of Europe to come and fill them—white heavy losses in the_ War. So therg was
‘friends' is clearly legible. A blind ma peopl_ewho could beghaped totheAngIo-Iarge—sca!e migration of labour into
could see that the sentence has ten wd rdémencan dream. A little overa hund.red Germany in thg 1.9503.
not nine, excluding the 3.” years after the last of the native Amencan Anq then BnFam pecame a country of
When contacted concerning the acc r_peoples were proken, there are still Iargelgrge inward migration .too. It had haq a
acy of Gerard Murphy's transcription ¢f empty spaces |_nth9 USA.. !’ICh source of Igbour in Ireland for its
the sentence and provided with a copylof. Large-scale immigratiomto Europe . industrial revolution but in the 1950s the
the document n question, Gill & Macmil is apost-1945 phe_nom.enor_L Itpega_n withdemand for labour exqeeded. the Irish
lan, Murphy's publishers statédt is not large-scale Turkish |mm|gr_at|on into ;upply, even though the industrial revoll_J-
our intention, to insert ourselves into thls Germany. Thankstothe confhctthatsoon_tlon was over and the couqtry was hegwly
scholarly dispute” developed between the forces that defeateéh debt to the USA. It actively recruited
Nazi Germany—those of Soviet Russia labour from the West Indies, and labour
Given the lack of any verifiable prodf predominantly and secondarily those of also began to pour in from the recently




independent States of India and Pakistanorder to support their families at home. USA in its actual life remains undecided
This post-industrial revolution British Thisis resented by the settled populationsover whether there is an absolute right to
demand for labour seems to have resulted®f the heartlands, who nevertheless areabortion, in which case it is virtuous, or it
from an initial boost from the US, com- content to benefit from the fruits of is a crime.
bined with the skill of the City of London Globalism. Moreover, theincomers have The universal right to abortion goes
a tendency to distort the labour and socialalong with the ideal of the household as
system services market to the detriment of the consisting of the single individual, and
' . . home population. But, if they wish to be any concern about reproduction of the
The American funding of post-War nqtected from the free movement of species being a reduction of women to the
Europe was no more altruistic than the |apoyr, an inherent part of Globalism, sub-human status of breeding animals.
opening of its borders so that the emptythey have to accept that their countries cariThe single person is an end subject to a
spaces it made should be filled. It was no longer benefit from the free-wheeling moral obligation of self-fulfilment. Repro-
absurdly wealthy and powerful after 1945 movement of capital. America and its duction, with or without marriage or
as a result of its aptitude of profiting in imitators must accept that the free tradepartnership, is an individual life-style
war, and it needed a world to be wealthy €ra is at an end. choice with which society has no concern
and powerful in. That said, it must be said that Ireland (@s Ruth Lea, Secretary of the British
Ireland had always been a country of has benefitted in the past decade from thdnstitute of Directors, put it).
emigration from the English destruction bulkingoutofits populationby anelement _ Itdoes notseem thatasociety—perhaps
of Irish life in the 17th century until the Whichlooksasthoughitwillsettle perman- ‘state’would be a better word—organised
1990s. Then it became a country Ofently and become part of its national life. in accordance with this ideal would be

immigration through Haughey's success Thsl q“F’Sti?” is thethet[] Irellagdl_ist V|ab:g. It WOlt'"df not reiproduce fself. It
in gaining a large European subsidy (whenfﬁg?onic?f tr:g uggltnt\?ve;?cm ea?S%OOCOahI(SI’-WOS tru_n ouﬂ(]) tpeo;()je. f life i i vet
he made it appear that Ireland had cease P yy ut, since that mode of life 1S not ye

: ; nt national existence. '
to be a post-colonial English appendage) general (and is not yet thoroughly

- ; developed even in England)—and since
and launching the country on the globalist - aportion, which now seems to be mych of the world still lives in societies

financial system. asserted as a universal human right, Was @4t are networks of families which
There was a moment in the 1990s, ¢[M€ alm(ijstdevetrryl/wher_e W|tr|1|ndllv:_ng however, are continuously subject to
When it seemed that America and Britain "€MOYY.  Under me universal 18ealism ;. ion by the economic and military

were on the brink of making the world into aunched by the French Revolution, con- individuali i
an integrated capitalist S)%]stem in which solidated by the UN Declarations, and powerofthe|nd|V|dua_1I|sthuman eliteand
the main business of every Governmentdiven effectchiefly by the USA, everything therefore produce migrants—people can

would be to secure a commercial environ-1S_€ither a universal right or a crime. still be imported free to make up the
ment for the investment of capital from Particular arrangements made by particu-shortfall of reproduction as a by-product
anywhere. If this had been accompanied'ar peoples are not to be tolerated. But theof personal lifestyle choice.

by a determination that labour should e
as free as capital to flow around the word,

it could at least be said that America ahd .
Britain were in earnest about Globalign On The Blatant Hypocrisy Of

as anideal. Butit soon became clear atR . .

the Globalist propaganda was deceptjve eferflng I—lbya To The ICC

camouflage for an exploitative Systel, | 2 i< not a party to the International  the Bush administration's open and hostile
with certain things being free and othgrs ;i) ot (ICC) and does notaccept ~ OPPosition to the court.”

not as Ameranglian interests required] =% i L ) .
If comprehensive Globalism had begn its jurisdiction. In this respect, it is no  What planet does she live on? What is

pursued in earnest, the concepts of imnf; different to about 80 other States in this positive about the US forcing Libya to
ration and emigration would have becotheWorld, forexample, the US, Russia, China, accept the jurisdiction of the ICC, when it
redundant. There would only have beenlsrael and Sudan. refuses to accept the jurisdiction of the
migration, such as occurs within stat¢s. But on 26th February the Security ICC itself?
But more and more states began to seefhatouncil voted unanimously, in Resolution SUDAN
itwas the camouflage of anational expldit- 1970, to refer Libya to the ICC. To be  This referral by the Security Council of
ative system (that of Americaand Britairl). precise, it decided "the situation in the Libyato the ICC
gﬁsgnggﬁggt%’era;lrt]ignt%?oréoggwﬁra . "to refer the situation in the Libyan closely parallels the action of th_e Council
N DrOKE ' Arab Jamahiriya since 15 February 2011 0n 31st March 2005, when it passed
general return to nationalism is nOW In 1 the Prosecutor of the International resolution 1593, which decided—
pr_ocets_s. And, \.N'tht(.)m a generalttrlghft Criminal Court;" "to refer the situation in Darfur since 1
?;ﬁg?,;?';;oﬂ?f'gra on 15 @ mattel i Amongst those States who voted for i]nljt:g/rni(t)igﬁalt%rm?n;rgziftwtor of the
this referral were five States—China, '

At the present time, Globalism hagl a jq, | ebanon, Russia and the US—who _Like Libya, Sudan is not a party to the
fonal Sotictics with progressive notiors, 2r¢ ot partes o the [CC and dorttaccept 2C. DO 1S 0ccason, e U ane Choe
Also, outside interference prevengs |t5]ur|_sfd|cyon. Th|s |s_b|atant hypocrisy. Russia, Ténzania—which don't acceptthé
national developments from taking thdir _ Writinginthe Irish Time on 12March i iction of the ICC voted for it.
societies in hand and developing in the@PoutUS supportforthisreferral, Siobhan™ aq 5 resylt of this referral, the ICC
light of their own mores. These societips Mullally, a senior lecturer in international charged the President of Sudan, Omar
then produce an unsettled element whjchlaw at University College Cork, said:  Hassan al-Bashir, with genocide and two
seekstotraveltothe prosperous heartlahds  "This support reflects the Obama other Sudanese nationals with lesser
of Globalism in order to participate i administration's policy of positive charges. None ofthem has beentakeninto
what is perceived as the good life, orlin  engagement, a welcome reprieve from custody or tried.

in exploiting the international money
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ArTicLE 13@) paragraph 6, which says that

How were these referrals possible? The “nationals, current or former officials o
answer lies in Article 13(b) of the ICC personnel from a State outside the Libypn

statute (aka the Rome Statute), under which Arab Jamahiriya which is not a party to t el es ahora *

the ICC may exercise jurisdictionin respect Rome Statute of the International Crimin _ _
of genocide, war crimes and crimes against C0U't shall be subject to the exclusife  Aldous Huxley, novelistand prominent

humanity if; jurisdiction of that State for all alleged acls member of the British Peace Pledge Union,

A ) or omissions arising out of or related |0 5nce wrote an article fafime And Tide
A situation in which one or more of such operations in the Libyan Arab Jamabhiri

crimes appears to have been committed is ggtaplished or authorized by the Coundil
referred to the Prosecutor by the Security | ;niess such exclusive jurisdiction has b
Council acting under Chapter VII of the expressly waived by the State;"
Charter of the United Nations;"

So, the ICCis notanindependentjudicial
body, the jurisdiction of which States cad
choose to reject, as the US and others h
done. On the contrary, its jurisdiction ca
be extended by the Security Council t
apply to states that have chosen to reject
jurisdiction. ARTICLE 98 AGREEMENTS

Of course, this cannot happen to veto- Since the ICC came into operation |n
wielding members of the Security Council2002, the US has gone to extraordingr
who have chosen not to become a party fgngths to prevent its own nationals fr
the Statute—since they can wield thelseing subject to the jurisdiction of t
veto to block any attempt by the Securitgourt. Under Article 89(1) of the Rom
Council to extend the ICC's jurisdiction t(Btatute, states that are party to ICC
their territory. So, China, Russia and thequired tdcomply with requests for arrest . . o .
US, which have chosen not to ratify thend surrenderby the Court. In principle thevrxhv?/?tﬁ ?Alljgf ﬁ{fg)l/né%tgittgrrerﬁtai?%g
Statute, will never have ICC jurisdictionthese may be for the arrestand surrendgr to vz ypon them, even with a collective
extended to their teritories. the Court of US nationals. bombing force will not achieve what is

And neither will Israel, sincethe UScan Tg prevent a State acceding to SUC]! a desired... An évil act always produces

[)

about'collective security— the idea that
' groups of countries should band to threaten
belligerent dictatorships with violent
consequences.
The hypocrisy surrounding this is stap-  Was it of any use, Huxley wondered, to
ering: States that are not party to the IEChave a large bomber force at hand to deter
port the referral of matters occurringfin a dictator from doing objectionable things?
e territory of one of their number to tlle No, it wasn't, because a dictator may well
C, but exclude their own nationals fro weigh risk very differently form the way
impact of that referral. we expect him to!'If he is crazy, he
doesn't perceive the risk. If he is coldly
Machiavellian, he sees that in desperate
circumstances he personally may risk less
y by going to war than by submitting to the
threats of foreign governments."
It may be very difficult, Huxley admit-
ted, to keep some nations from attacking
others.

be relied upon to use its veto to block it. request, the US has sought to take advanfage further evil actt.

A Court with universal jurisdiction is of Article 98.2 of the Rome Statute, whigh 7th March, 1936.
fair. A Court, the jurisdiction of which gtates: , ) ) .
states can choose to accept, has a semb- The Court may not proceedwith arequdst . Winston Churchill published an article
lance of fairness. Buta Court, like the ICC, for surrender which would require th in the Evemng Standardalled How TO
the jurisdiction of which can be extended requested State to act inconsistently withfts Stop War It was 12th June 1936. Fine
by the Security Council to some states that obligations under international agreemerjts SPeeches were useless, Churchill said, and
have chosen not to accept its jurisdiction pursuant to which the consent of a sending Platitudes were a crime. They was only
but not to others, is grossly unfair. State is required to surrender a person of fhatOne way to stop war, and_that was through
State to the Court, unless the Court can ffst military might. "Safety will only come"
obtain the cooperation of the sending Stgte he wrote)'through a combination of paci-
for the giving of consent for the surrende}” fic nations armed with overwhelming power
and capable of the same infinity of sacri-
%ce, and indeed of the ruthlessness, which

itherto have been the attributes of the
warrior mind..." (Human SmokeNichol-
son Baker. Simon & Shuster. London. 2008).

St

PROTECTING OWN NATIONALS

The ICC has jurisdiction in respect of
genocide, war crimes and crimes against Starting in 2002, the US negotiatdd
humanity, committed in the territories olgreements with more thanahundred Stdte
states that are party to the Statute, or ity which they agree not to surrender
nationals of states that are party to theationals to the Court. These agreem
Statute. However, the primary duty foare variously known as Article 9
prosecuting these crimes lies with the staggjreements, bilateral immunity agreemets .
in which they were committed—and thgBIAs) and bilateral non-surrenddr ,_ There has been so much of war again
ICC only acquires jurisdiction to prosecutagreements. To the best of my knowledje, [&t€ly with images filling our TV screens
them if the state fails to prosecute them. Ireland has not made such an agreenfenff Pombings, French bomber jets taking
principle, the ICC can prosecute anith the US. off an_d one American jet landing flat in
individual responsible for these crimes, States that are parties to the ICC canhottn® Libyan sands due we were told to
regardless of his/her civilian or militaryreceive military aid from the US in thp technical error: Watching Sky News,
status or official position. absence of such an agreement. Seclior] rance 24 and Al Jazeera we were treated

This means that, in theory, a national @007 (a) of the American Service-Membefs' tc;}shgts Or'; V'de?] takﬁn in skewed snips,
a State that isot party to the Statute, for Protection Act passed by the US Congr sstS tO\I/IvmgI] that e('jt erht € camera-man V\;]as
example, a US national, may be tried by tfig 2002 includes a prohibition of military '0'a ?/p asteredort in?rﬂe giving UStI e
ICC for crimes committed in a state tigat assistance to the Governments of count ie&sri propaganda take of fleeing rebels.
aparty tothe Statute. The USiis particularfipat are parties to the ICC. Howevdr, h a%/eldngve;] S‘ﬁ? Sr? 21 elmly_ arms as
opposed to this, since it has civilian an8ection 2007(c) allows the President Jto lt.foseh el by the ! %a. € esfm my d
military personnel in lots of States aroundaive the prohibition of military assistande " Qth'ey even 2Vﬁt e cgpsbgstoon?
the world, many of which are party to thdf an Article 98 agreement exists. mt ﬂ:g power utﬁts_ arr: t” Uo?sto
Statute. Itis US policy to prevent the ICC Such are the lengths that the US]is elm Lownacross ewcﬁeT S Eor#n-
trying any US nationals. prepared to go in order to exclude its on fallte 3{&"’ ﬁn g gL.JIn g((j)es IO c ohsed |3:/ they

Because of this, Resolution 1970 include3ationals from the jurisdiction of the I1Cq, 22? ket 9|T_\.’l'3 anﬁ ats) I‘,’,"atc ed rrance
a paragraph exempting nationals frorwhile voting in the Security Council t¢ h sds_[c)jeua II Ka re ebpfroﬁqrarrt:mhe_ d
States not party to the ICC, including USxtend the jurisdiction of the ICC for otherf. €Y dl dexactyth eserl]me yia éngﬁ_e ;1” .
nationals, from the jurisdiction of the ICC David Morrison asand-dune. Whenthey started offin their
for acts committed in Libya. This is March 2011

It Is Time



truck, each man had two hand-grenadesadvised to turn to page 28. Unddigh  executed" (SeeThe New York Review of
and one rocket grenade and they leapt offFinancethere is listed such a pyramid of Bools, 21st December 2006).
inthe desert, closto Gaddaffi'stroops,’,  companies feeding into others that it is
threatening hell. 1t took only one burst of impossible to knowwhatis going on unless THE STORY OF |RELAND
gunfire from someone else and our braveone happens to be a forensic accountant | often record programmes that | want
boyos were running for safety. but | may have got to the bottom of it for added to my DVD box set and one great
May | make a suggestion to whom ever the next issue. drama isVaking the DeadSo, once | had
is responsible for such awful propaganda: Now of course Europe is being inun- ahsorbed all the news stations and their
that they either take it seriously or just dated with refugees from Tunisia and all various perspectives, | put on my Planner
give it up. Who comprises this so-called the surrounding countries that seem to beand waited for my programme. There is
“rebelgovernmenthat President Sarkozy imploding inwards. Already Italy and usually an overlap with the last programme
of France seems so keen on recognisingMalta have appealed for help as the refug-and as | watched a classroom of children
What are David Cameron's interestsees arrive in their hundreds—literally I thought it was a commercial. But no— it
here—OK other than oil, gas and arms swarminginboats. They seemto be mostlywas Fergal Keanes' BBC/RTE co-funded
sales? And ahe Guardian12th March  young men with no families with them. programme oThe Story of Ireland had
2011, hasrevealed, the UK has none otheiThey tell us how much they had to pay the heard friends talking about it and they—if
that the English Queen's son, Princepeople smugglersandastheseareyouths—+can generalise their attitudes— didn’t
Andrew, to "flog their arms and get theydon'tseemto be particularly stressedjike it. But | don’t watch such document-
friendly with shifty Sheikstinder the perhaps sensingan opportunity foradven-gries and so | was faced with listening to
umbrella of the 'Foreign Office and UK ture and travel thatthey wouldn't otherwise a voice-over that was recorded by me
Trade & Investment'. In th©bserver  get. Iwasappalledto see the Prime Ministercompletely by accidentThe old concept
13th March 2011, they went on record to ofthe little island of Malta getting shouted of an Irish identity that | grew up with
say that— at by a fat American who said we (in which was thatbeing Irish was Gaelic and
"the Prince in his role as the UK's Europe) all had to pitch in. Well please Catholic—that's gone really President
special trade ambassador, organisationsAmerica don't lecture us when you have Mary MacAleese then replies:

including Human Rights Watch, Index frozenall the assetsof nearly all these "I think that there are still plenty of
on Censorship, Global Witness and countries. These assets belongtothe people Gaels around and still plenty of Catholics
Campaign against Arms Trade all state of the countries which are in turmoil.  (faint laugh from her) around but I think

that the affair has underlined fundamental They most certainly should not be held for  what's nice about the time we are entering
failings inthe country's supposedly ethical the payment of your war on them or on  now is that you don't have to be both of
foreign policy.” . their leaders which is the same thingreally.  those things to be Irish and that Irish
"Richard Alderman, director of the Ng one buys thésurgical strikes"tactic identity can draw from many many many
Serious Fraud Squad and a key figure inyat you have quoted interminably since  wells and we are going to build between
cracking down on business bribes to win Iraq, Afghanistan etc. Please stop the us the Ireland of tomorrow and who can
contracts told Ken Clarke of growing p,,nping And give those youths the money ~ say whatlrish identity will morphinto..."

fﬁ:CBerrigzrivigtdi?ggrrfa:]mggg}f:é'l';g to return to their countries with the offer of There is beautiful music and visually
education and jobs as i their right ¢ seq seas crashing on rocks and a voice-

warned that the Organisation for Econo- E ttak bUtifE
mic Cooperation and Development and . Urope cannottake any more, butit=ranceq, o from Keane saying:
is so intent on its bombing campaign—

the US justice department had been un- "The first inhabitants of this island
happy with the coalition's decision to then Malta, Italy and any other country " Europe. They were open to
push back the legislation's introduction, affected should see that these guys are put change and absorbed waves of invasion.
originally planned for next month". ontrainsto Paris and let Sarkozy dealwith 1,0 ‘e mpraced a spiritual revolution and
a crime of his own making—he is a pure  5rieq it to distant lands. The old hatreds
The Duke of York, as Andrewis known, SCuit Look at how ethically Germany,  have not vanished but the Irish have
has been outed as having links with theRussia and China are behaving. moved to peaceful co-existence. There
despots of Tunisia, and Azerbaijavhose As Ireland is neutral, we are well outof ~ hasbeenfamine, revolution and civil war
country is one of the most corrupt in the such blackguarding and anyway it is in ~ but in an age of uncertainty, we can
world": everyone knows of the regime’s our national self-interest (like those already ~ Surely draw strength form the memory of
involvement with torture of political quoted) to keep out of the belligerence What has been overcome. {Visuals of
opponents and rigged elections by Presi-fronted always by USUK. | can’tsee them ~ K€ane now walking on a strand.} The
dent Ilham Aliyev. Of course, the UK's not going after Iran with the US fifth fleet ~ StOry ©f "fel?]nd has alW%YS lt))(leen ‘:l
former Prime Minister, Tony Blair, speak- parked nearby. And by then the balloon Sarratlv_e OTﬁ ange, unpre |c|ta € an
ing from Jerusalem in his capacity as willwell and truly have gone up. And who yrllamlhc.l bedpast IS no ontger: ta
Middle East do-gooder (?!) jumped in is watching Israel—that so-called beam \Tviaarr'g noe)\//eruern?ipePrf?e;egfsghne glai?ng.
early in the riots in Egypt antivarned  of democracy when their leaders have all ¢ piciorn b : y e
) X . ) _ ry but neither are we its prisoners.
against rushing to oust Hosni Mubarak" been Generals with a total commitment to Ireland today itis an island of possibilities
but he didn't of course declare that he hadwvar as just a means to an end—never __ 5, open island."”
deep ties with the dictator as he and hispolitics! Besides pirating shigda inter-
family holidayed over five Christmases national watersnd killing the children of As | watched the names involved in the
from 2000-2005 dgjuests of the Egyptian Gaza—when is the world or USUK going making of this series, | was not unduly
government at two private governmentto call time on their activities? Prime surprisedtosee thatunder "Series Consult-
villas at the New Tower Hotel in Sharm- Minister Ehud Barak is adecorated soldierant’ was one—Roy Foster. | was only
el-Sheikh'and even had Mubarak pay for but it is his Foreign Minister, Avigdor recently wondering what had become of
their flights on at least one occasion Lieberman, that is the one to watch. He him and there he was. Then | got Triy§
according toPrivate Eye No.1282, 18th  was born in Moldovia and is a far-rightist, 11th March 2011, No.5632 and there inan
February— 3rd March 2011 and so too keen to be seen as a hard man. This is advert for Spring Books from Oxford
did the Clintons at various other times. man who has advocated thisraeli Arab ~ University Press wad/ords Alone— Yeats
This article was filed under the heading: members of the Knesset who have ha&nd his inheritanceby R.F. Foster. The
"Tony's Crony' Under this article there is contact with Hamas or do not celebrate last time Foster was interviewed after his
reference to Tony's millions and we are Israeli Independence Day should be foray into literary biography, he had said
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that he was going back to history which
according to him was hierte. After his
two-volume books on Yeats (which
included the proverbial kitchen sink)—
can he really have more to say on this
subject? According to the blurb advertising
the book:

"Was Yeats part of a literary tradition?
Going againstthe grain, Roy Foster argues
that the rich seed-bed of nineteenth-
century Irish—romantic national tales,
political polemic, occult novels, and
‘peasantfictions'—gave Yeats his literary
inheritance.”

Yes really! But the part | liked particul-
arly was that bit about Fostégoing
against the grain'ls this where he kicks
revisionism to touch? Or has he got fed up
over the goings-on of the younger set of
academic historians with their news-
making controversies? The book is outin
April so we will see for ourselves if we are
still interested—that is.

strike group escort ships form France andpeople to set foot on Rockall were Royal
the USA—in the form of the destroyer Navy sailorsin 1811 This claimis aload
USS Halsey, from the Abraham Lincoln of cobblers. The Irish were back and forth
CSG, and frigate FS Tourville, from the the whole time in the sea and landed there
de Gaulle GSG—oparticipated in a joint jn 402 at least if not before!! But why
gunnery exercise in the Arabian Sea. pqckall—which is atiny uninhabited islet
Both escorts engaged in exercises. And—only 25m broad and 31m long? Well
wgrri';g:]sega? | ?h% ' jt():ir?tmsrg:r?gr?(; gﬁé?vy "there are potentially large reserves of oil

’ ARl _and gas to be exploited in the environs of
cased the two ships' ability to manoeuvre Rocl?all". Icelandpalso has put in a claim

and communicate as a unified force. . >, X
Another carrier the Truman CSG partici- and, according to the British, the United

pated in an event to mark the 100th anni- Nations are tp dell\_/er judgement over its
versary of French naval aviation. Rafale ©Wnership this Spring. And so the owner
strike jets landed and catapulted off Willget "toexploitallthe natural resources
Truman, while Hornets and Hawkeyes IN its vicinity". Maybe our President will
touched down on the Charles de Gaulle.do some act of duty towards those of us
French naval aviation maintenance crewswho pay her salary and tell the English
embarked aboard Truman to conduct aQueen that this timee get to hold onto
practice engine change on a Fafale F3 inRockall and that she should convey that to
the American ship’s hangar bay." her Government once and for all. Altire
spirit of mutual interests and co-operation
THREAT TO BRITAIN —no need to fall out over sueéhmere

Vice Admiral Sir Jeremy Blackham, bagatellebetween old friends as we are

General Sir Michael Rose and Air now—n'est ce pa3

THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE

involved, from dreport based on material
provided by UK Maritime Component
Command, Bahrain, and the US Navy"
The three navies involved are British,
French and the US.

) : Commodore Andrew Lambert declare in
In Warships—International Fleet tnpeir joint UK "National Defence
Review February 2011, there is a very association discussion document"
good article, with great photos of the ships gyitish defences are alarmingly lowHe

IRISH CULTURE
Though the revisionist historians have
that \yarned us that we have no more heroes—
especially that 'fine' educationalist EIma

(current) government appears to have Collins, still there is a vacuum—and after

failed to appreciate just how dangerously g|| wasn't Jerry Ryan canonised as one in
run down all three services have becomethe days after his death. Butthere is always
under previous governments, to the pointgpno. And guess who has been put on the

L where national security is already severely ghortlist for the inaugural Mikhail Gor-
"The British frigate HMS Cumberland  comprised. In a long article the political v

rode Shotgun onthe French aircraft Carriercorrespondent foWarships Francis

bachevThe Man Who Changed the World
awards! The prize to mark the 80th Birth-

Charles de Gaulle, on the lookoutfor any eaufort, wrote about the top brass gay of the ex-Soviet leader will goto those

threats as they passed through the narrovg|eading with the Government not to

Straits of Hormuz from the Arabian Sea
into the Gulf. Hormuz is dominated by

"who changed the world we live in"

implement the savage cuts that it wasNomineesinclude Director Stephen Spiel-

Iran, both from missile batteries arranged ' o1 IMPOSING. There were calls for & perg, Google co-founder Sergey Brin, and

all down its coast and also Iranian mari-
time forces based on islands off the

rethink of the Government's Strategic \yorid-wide web inventor Tim Berners-

Arabian Peninsula.... Cumberland has theY fell on deaf ears. Even a hard-hitting 1164, 7th March 2011, there is an exclusive

been in company with the French fleet
flagship while the latter was cruising on

former First Sea Lord and Government gemocracy"'and there are the details of a

the Indian Ocean, to launch Combat Air Minister Lord West of Spithead could not »ggja charity event in Mikhail's name at
Supportfor NATO troops in Afghanistan. deflect the Con-Dem administration from the Royal Albert Hall in London on 30th
The type 22 frigate—one of four powerful discarding the Royal Navy's strike carriers parch where the winners will be named".
warships declared surplus to UK require- and their Harrier strike jets. But the game The attendees include a Who's Who of the
ments and to be retired from service this was up and Lord Westlamented to the PMgreat and the not so good. A lot of the
year under government cost-cutting that:"l fear you have been a victim of bad \igdie East monarchs may be not make

plans—continued to escort the Charlesand biased briefing" David Cameron

it, owing to more pressing events at home

manding Officer of HMS Cumberland, comment thatthe SDSR's decision had internet—or so we are told. Nevertheless,

said of his ship’s role as guardian to been based on ‘military adviceS6 much

Europe’s most powerful surface warship: for the Royal Navy's much vaunted mari-
“It has demonstrated the long-standing time

and close working relationship between hjstory.

the French Navy and UK maritime forces.
The Straits of Hormuz is a vital sea lane

former PM John Major, London Mayor
Vy: ich . Boris Johnson, former Californian Gover-
prowess within this island nation's nor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Israeli Presi-
dent Shimon Peres, former US Secretary
But there is an Irish dimension to this of State George Shultz, and many more

and this is a role we have performed for story—well, with Britain, isn’t there will be attending with a huge contingent

other high-value shipping since we've

always? Despite the gagging sentiment-from the world of show business and

been on task in the area”. Cumberland ality of our President, as shown in that fashion. As Mikhail admits, he has been

took over as the on-watch Gulf RN war- short clip fromThe Story of Ireland

filmed in diverse adverts such as Louis

ship from Type 23 frigate HMS Somerset Programme, the British see themselves inVuitton, Pizza Hut and the Austrian Rail-
at the end of October. She will return ealgeopoliticaltermsind they don'tcare ways. | will keep an eye on the evening's
home to Devonport Naval Base in March Who knows this. And so we come to the proceedings and fingers crossed—our

before decommissioning a few weeks "tiny islet of Rockall’ We learn that

home grown boy Bono will be acclaimed

later. Prior to Cumberland joining forces Denmark has now registered a claim to it—oh and he too has filmed adverts with
with the Charles de Gaulle, it was the turn with the United Nations. What is dismissed his lovely wife for Louis Vuitton. Small
of US Navy vessels to demonstrate inter- out of hand is Ireland's claim. Because theworld and all that!

operability with the French fleet. Carrier British state unequivocally thafthe first

Julianne Herlihy ©



Naval Warfare

Thomas Gibson Bowles MP wrothae
Declaration Of Paris Of 1856t the turn
of the twentieth century. It had the full
subtitle ofAn Account Of The Maritime
Rights Of Great Britain; A Consideration
Of Their Importance; A History Of Their
Surrender By The Signature Of The
Declaration Of Paris; And An Argument
For Their Resumption By The Denunci-
ation And Repudiation Of That Declaration

On the first page it quoted Lord Salis-
bury to the effect thdiSince the Declar-
ation of Paris, the fleet, valuable as it is
for preventing an invasion of these shores,
is almost valueless for any other purpase”

Tommy Bowles, who was known as
'Vanity FairBowles' because he founded
the socialite magazine, was a Tory who,
like Churchill, went over to the Liberal
Party on the issue of Free Trade. He is
notable as the man who asked the question
in Parliament to Balfour in 1903, that
forced the Prime Minister to admit British
interest in developing the Baghdad
Railway with the Germans. The sub-
sequent Liberal Imperialist campaign
scuppered the venture and Bowles took
the credit for changing the course of British
policy.

Bowles was also an enthusiastic naval
man and a prominent opponent of any
diminution of British sea power. He had
published Maritime Warfare (1878);
Flotsam And Jetsan(1882); The
Declaration Of Paris Of 1856.900) and
Sea Law And Sea Powgir910).

Bowles's book of 1900 was one of
many that argued Britain had given away
its trump card in naval warfare by signing
up to the Declaration of Paris in 1856.
Chapter of his book entitledl he British
Method of Warfare; its Effecigives a
good description of its subject and is worth
quoting from, to explain what British naval
warfare was all about before Lord Claren-
don signed the Paris Declaration:

"The British method of waging war
was to assert and to establish a complete
supremacy on the seas, and to utilize that
supremacy for the distress of Britain's
enemies by the extinction of their
commerce. The establishment of the
supremacy was no more than a means to
the end. The end was the utilization of the
supremacy, and the final object the
material distress of the enemy to such an
extent as to force him to a peace.

"By battle and by blockade was the
supremacy established, in capture were

Britain on the water, was absolutely
insignificant, was as nothing compared
with the loss of life caused by the land
battles, which were fought during the
same struggle; and when once the
supremacy was established and admitted
the loss of life caused by its exercise in
capture, and in prevention of commerce,
was almost nil.

"Finally, the British method was found
not only to bring distress to the enemy,
but to procure, even during time of war,
increased trade, and to that extentincreas-
ed prosperity, to Great Britain herself.
When acting on this method Great Britain
not only stopped the trade of the enemy,
but she alsoinvariably increased her own,
so that the gain to herself was twofold"
(pp101-3).

Part Nine

its fruits reaped. No neutral flag then
availed to cover enemy's property; so
long as it was enemy's property it was
exposed to the imminent risk of capture,
and the certainty, if and when captured,
of condemnation and confiscation.
Moreover, the risk of capture was so
great that few would face it.

"British supremacy at sea meant that
the enemy could keep no ships at sea
capable of doing battle with the British
fleets, and could therefore offer no
protection to his trade. That trade could
not be carried on for him by neutrals.  Bowles's view was that the lesson of
Consequently, it practically stopped history, whether in peace for trading or in
altogether. In all things that had to come war for fighting, showed that the sea had

overseas there was a famine, and for all . .
those things famine prices in every always dominated the land and navies

European country at war with England, Were more potent fighting weapons than

so long as that war lasted. armies. As he himself put IfThe Trident
"On the other hand, for all things that is mightier than the sword".

had to go overseas there was an arrest of - According to Bowles the sea offered to

trade, if not complete at least so con- pyitain the enormous advantage of a sole

siderable as seriously to distress all thoseg, \vier a5 3 barrier to invasion. It presented

subjects of the enemy engaged in bl ¢ iahbouri
producing commodities to be sent abroad. MaNny Probiems 1o neighbouring powers

The import trade overseas was stopped,PY its mere existence—by the difficulties
to the great injury of the enemy’s subjects Of crossing itand landing fromiit, securing
who were consumers, upon whom the communications across it and lines of
prices of such imports were increased retreatif necessary. These difficulties were
sometimes as much as twelvefold; the g4 greatthat Britain had for eight centuries

export trade overseas was equally g0 ,104 jtself against hostile armies.
stopped, to the equally great injury of the The sea also benefited Britain in peace

enemy's subjects who were producers, . . )
from whom were withdrawn the profits  time. Trade, which brought prosperity and
hitherto gained by the free sale of their plenty and protected against starvation
produce to the foreigner. was more effectively conducted on the sea
"There remained only such trade as than on land. The sea was much cheaper
could be carried on by land, and such than |and for carriage and was an easier
trade as, on the seas, could escape the, ;s transport. And the sea could

British cruisers and Privateers, which | b dt the land: and
was little indeed. And the result was great always be used 1o coerce the land, an
navies to defeat armies in order to deny

injury to the enemy in his material
resources, greatdistress to all his subjectsfrade and bring nations to their knees.
and, after a time, great exhaustion, great

impatience of the war, and an equally  |n his Preface tSea Power and Land
great desire to bring the war to an end, power(1910) Bowles wrote'For Great
andto make peace with the country which gii»ip, the sea is the only road. For her it

was producing so great a distress to the,
land %y so effgectugl an action upon the 'S the strongest rampart of defence. For

seas... her it is the only battlefields of offence.
“This distress of the land by the fulluse The Tridentis her sole weapon. Preserved

of power on the sea was, during the lastand used, it is mightier than the sword.

war (1798 to 1813) in which that power Broken or blunted, it leaves her but a rich

was use(_j, of the_most severe character;gnd defenceless prey."

and that it was this and nothing else that

enabled Great Britain to sustain that war Bowl the hist Sea P
during so many years against so many owies saw the history ea Fower

powerful nations, and at last to bring it to and Land Poweas having developed in
a successful termination. the following manner:

"Moreover, the British method was as "When England wrested from the
merciful asitwas effectual. Forittouched  Dutch their monopoly of sea fisheries
the Pocket rather than the Person of the and sea-borne trade, and first asserted
enemy; it spilt his Money not his Blood, herself as a great sea power, she did but
it struck at Livelihood not at Life. The take what nature had marked as hers. Yet
loss of life caused by the great sea battles, so soon as her predominance became
which established the supremacy of Great  evident, there began among the military
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powers of the Continenta common effort ~ According to Bowles, the British Two generations after Trafalgar this
to check the growth of forces which even sjgnature to the Declaration deprived thewas the high-point of British naval
;an?i de)lee”:gdmiﬁ?aesﬂgm?gaﬁgﬁoﬁ]‘gg country of its most effective weapon of supremacy. The world market had been
effort resolved itself into attempts, not to war. established by Britain under the cont_rol of
destroy navies, but to prevent their _ the Royal Navy. The Navy had established
effectual use by introducing into the  Becausethiswassuchastrongargumenbases across the world to control the
recognised laws of war at sea, changesn the years between the Declaration ofmaritime trade routes: in Heligoland,
destructive of those maritime rights Paris and the Great War the question musMalta, Gambia, Sierra Leone, Ascension,
whereby sea power is asserted andpe posed: Why did England sign up to it? Cape Town, Mauritius, the Seychelles,
established. . Part of the reason was that, in enteringMalacca, Ceylon, St Lucia, Tobago,
These attempts, begun in the into alliance with its old enemy France, Guiana; to which were added: Singapore
seventeenth century, were for two hund- =™ . : . .
red years defeated by the courage anowhlc_h had the policy, from the_tlme of_the in 181_9, the Falkland Islands in 1833,
constancy of many successive British Previous Napoleon, of only interfering Aden in 1839 and Hong Kong in 1841.
ministers. Whenthe French revolutionary with the cargoes of enemy ships ratherEngland's trade dominated the global
wars broke out, British maritime rights than neutral ones, a common policy wasmarket and commercial competitors had

were intact; and such was the effect of required for the war. been seen off by the Balance of Power

their exercise that when Napoleon had
beaten down all the military nations of
the Continent, Britain alone remained

However, Sir Francis Piggott, writing wars it had fought since 1690. These wars

in the tradition of Urquhart and Bowles, had secured a preponderance of overseas

upright and resisting. The very powers of but during the Great War, saw the colonies for England and a virtual
which these very nations had sought to @bandonment, at Paris, of England's formemonopoly of world-wide naval power.

deprive her were now seen in their position as a surrender to Napoleon

overmastering effects... Once again the Bonaparte's demand ftiree ships, free
trident had proved mightier than the cargoes"

sword.

"In 1856, however, a ministry was for
the first time found either without the
understanding or without the courage to
maintain the proud and prudent refusal to
surrender the maritime rights of their
country. By the Declaration of Paris they
abandoned the right to capture enemy
merchandise in neutral ships, receiving,
as acompensating condition, the abolition
of privateering—which nevertheless was
not then and is not now abolished except
in name only" (Preface, Sea Power And
Land Powey.

The Declaration of Paris arose out of
the Crimean War. In 1853 at the start of
the war England and France agreed to
waive the right of seizure and to respect
some rights of neutral commerce. At the
close of the war they adopted in April
1856 the Congress of Paris provision:
"Privateering is, and remains, abolished;
The neutral flag covers enemy's goods,
with the exception of contraband of war;
Neutral goods, with the exception of
contraband of war, are not liable to
capture, even under the enemy's flag;
Blockades, in order to be binding, must be
effective, that is to say, maintained by a
force sufficient really to prevent access to
the coast of the enemy."

Previous to 1854, the English practice
was founded on the simple theory that the
property of enemies was seizable wherever
itwas found by the Royal Navy. Butwhen
the Scandinavian countries gave notice to
the belligerents in England, France and
Russia, that they intended to again assert
the rights of neutrality that the Armed
Neutrality of 1780 and 1800 had asserted,
Lord Clarendon unexpectedly assented to
these demands.

The capture of the lion's-share of the
world market had stimulated the industrial
revolution in England, led to enormous
"England... did notaccept Bonaparte's growthin commerce, finance and shipping

doctrine; yet it lived, and found a tender o, cyeated the first single world-power.
spot in the minds of some Englishmen

whowere greatly prominentinthemiddle  England had not fought a significant
of the nineteenth century. The pacifists, \yar for two generations and the world-
of course, for we have always had them ;o\ of the Manchester School of Free

with us. The Manchester School of . .
politicians, headed by Cobden and JohnTrade’ which had the fullest expression of

Bright, who believed that commerce was 9lobal trade penetration as its objective,
a greater power in the world than war: had come to prevail. The Cromwellian
and commerce would greatly benefit if Navigation Laws which gave England a
cargoes could be saved from confiscationmonopoly of trade with the colonies had
and merchant ships from seizure. Largepeen repealed and British gun-boats
numbers of ship-owners, foreseeing nai o|ied the world to impose Free Trade

immunity for their property in spite of . . .
war, supported it. And a certain sect of on it (as was the case in the Opium Wars

the Radicals who were ready to adopt that forced the drug-trade on the reluctant

anything which smacked of philosophy; Chinese.)

and, with sorrow be it said, the remnant . . "

of the great political party, the Whigs, The belief was that, W|th British world-
headed by Lord Clarendon, who, insomedominance an accomplished fact, the
incomprehensible fashion, had come to Royal Navy had become a policing weapon
persuade themselves that England hadbf thestatus-quorather than a fighter of
been wrong in the methods by which she|arge wars. Within such a situation it would

had conducted and won her great wars.pe more likely that other nations would go
They talked of the days of Nelson and of , \a - than Britain, particularly since the
Pitt as belonging to the 'age of barbarism

"Theyforgot...thatBonapartewasthe.fore'gn pohcy.gf Pglmerston was to
originator of this doctrine, and that he Promote instability within other states to
had specially devised it for the undoing preserve England's splendid isolation and
of their country. free hand in the world.

"Canyou be surprised that the Germans o
are doing all they can to revive it to-day. It was thought therefore that Britain
It is not that it is their last chance of Wwould most likely be neutral in future
winning the war—that has gone. It is wars and would have more to gain than
their one chance of salvation inthefuture. lose by a general right being proclaimed
Can you not see the danger of it; shouldin fayour of neutral shipping. And so
it be allowed to prevail, not merely t0 ‘01504 pulled out the ladder that she had

England, but to the world atlarge? So full . .
of danger is it for the future, after the war used to climb to the height of her

is over, that | must beg you to be patient SUPremacy on the seas.
yet a little while longer.

"The seeds of this great illusion, which
masquerades in the name of ‘humanity’,
are still to be found in English soil, and
germinating in English minds" (The Free
Seas In War, pp31-2).

Pat Walsh
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Part One

Bolshevism From Larkin To Lozovsky

Writers of both American and Irish
labour history have hitherto shown little
inclination to dispute the negative
characterisation of Solomon Lozovsky,
the Soviet founder and inter-War leader of
the Profintern (the Red International of
Labour Unions), that was provided by
Theodore Draper, a 1930s Communist
Party of USA member who later became
a militantly anti-Communist historian of
that party. In his undoubtedly pioneering
and otherwise keenly researched 1957
magnunopus—but in obvious ignorance
of Lozovsky's fate in 1952—Draper wrote:

"To some extent, Lozovsky's person-
ality moulded the Profintern. For some
years before the Russian Revolution, he
had been closer to Trotsky, with whom
he had collaborated in putting out a
Russian émigré paper in Paris, than to
Lenin, whose high-handed methods had
irritated him as they had many other
future Sovietleaders. Under hisrealname,
Solomon Abramovich Dridzo, Lozovsky
had headed a small trade union of Jewish
hat-makers in Paris. A short, nervous
man with a broad black beard, Lozovsky
never played an independent role. He
became an expert at guessing which way
the wind was blowing in the Russian
party and in changing his course accord-
ingly before it was too late. He prided
himself on his ability to shift position
without notice. He was so successful that
he outlived all the top leaders of the
Comintern. They came and went; Lozov-
sky remained entrenched inthe Profintern,

on 8 July 1924 Larkin was elected to the
Executive Committee ... That same day,
the Third Congress of the Red Inter-
national Labour Unions, or Profintern,
began its deliberations ... The final
contribution by Larkin to the Third
Congress of the Profintern was in the
debate that centred on the report by
Lozovsky, another top Bolshevik, on 'The
Strategy of Strikes'. Larkin objected
strongly to any firm analogy being drawn
between military strategy and the strategy
of strikes.'ls this a new application of
Leninism?he asked'Does one have to
study Clausewitz in order to galvanise
the working classes into actiortif® asked
again.'lIf so, why not follow the
Hindenburg school?' 'l have taken part
in a great many strikeshe continued,
'‘and | dare assert that | know their
mechanics. | have led campaigns among
the most heterogeneous elementsin Latin
America and the United States, where
one finds subjects particularly impervious
to propaganda." 'Why, | declarehe
continued,that when someone tells me
that a strike is a movement that can be
run on paper, or directed from an
information bureau, | assert that those
who say that don't know what they are
talking about.' 'One must see men as they
are', said Larkin,one must understand
human emotions, the psychology of the

peasantry..'During his speech'wrote
Carney,'he must have been thinking of
the proceedings of the Communist
International for he wound up by asking
the audience to hold up the hands of
Stalin, a Biblical reference to Joshua.
When the interpreter came to this part of
his speech the audience rose and cheered
for several minutes'.". (p290).

"The most important single factor in
accounting for Larkin's popular decline
in the early thirties was, undoubtedly, his
'‘Communist’ affiliations. At the general
election in 1932 he was listed as a 'Com-
munist' candidate in the Press. Though he
did not protest the label, it was, in 1932,
a good deal less than the truth. Actually,
after his last trip to Moscow in the winter
of 1928, he had drifted out of the
Communist current. Until 1928 he had
made no secret of his membership of the
Comintern and Profintern. He had in fact
received financial aid, though modest
indeed, from the Comintern. The breach
had been opened in 1928 in Moscow,
when Larkin quarrelled so violently with
Lozovsky, Chairman of the Profintern,
that the two men very nearly came to
blows (source: a personal interview with
Big Jim's son, James Larkin Jnr, who was
in Moscow attending Lenin College at
the time). He had already crossed swords
with Lozovsky in Moscow in 1924, it
will be remembered, when the Russian
maintained there was a parallel between
military strategy and strategy in strikes"
(pp296-7).

In such confrontations with Lozovsky,

workers. A motive that will find an echo  Bjg Jim came across at his most reasonable
among Russian workers will encounter __\yhich. of course. was far from always

indifference among British workers. That
is why one must approach them
differently. The ends may be the same,
but the tactics must be different.'

being the case with Larkinl—and Lozov-
sky accordingly suffers by comparison.
Emmet Larkin, in fairness, had nothing

assiduously building up his own machine,
encouraging his agents and protégés to
make bids for more power in their own
parties. Such a man was peculiarly useful
to Stalin in his struggles against Trotsky,

"The pragmatic roots ran deep in more to say about him and can in no way
Larkin, and doctrinaire approaches to be held responsible for blackening Lozov-
ways and means, when they were not hissky's name. But Draper's work remains a
own, did notimpress him much” (p278). pioneering source for the leading role
played by Larkin in the birth of American

Zinoviev, Bukharin, and their sympath-
isersinthe international movement. Since
the Comintern and Profintern networks
were often in bitter competition, the latter
provided an alternative source of leader-
ship in party crises"The Roots Of
American Communisnp319),

Lozovsky's bad press in Irish labour
history has been particularly influenced
by his cameo appearances in the 1965
biography,James Larkin—Irish Labour
Leader authored by the latter's namesake
—but no relation—Professor Emmet
Larkin of Columbia University, New York.
This is how he described the Larkin/
Lozovsky clash in the wake of the Fifth
Congress of the Communist International
in Moscow that had opened on 17th June
1924:

"Atthe closing session of the Comintern

"Larkin made his second and last visit
to the Soviet Union in February 1928 ...
Oblivious of the vastimplications, Larkin

Communism, and those who pursue Larkin
on that score have been led to Draper's

viewed the Trotsky-Stalin debate as contemptuous and scathing assessment,

simply a struggle for power in the Party. not only of Lozovsky's politics, but of his
During a full-dress Comintern debate, at very character.

which both Stalin and Trotsky spoke,
Bukharin, who had replaced Zinoviev as

Half a century later, however, on this

President of the Comintern, asked Larkin gide of the Atlantic, it was quite another

if he would like to speak. In refusing,
Larkin explained thdthe issue was one
between the men and women of Russia

anti-Communist historian to whom we
became indebted for presenting a very

and thatit would be an impertinence on different picture of that character. In his
his part to take sides(Jack Carney 2003magnunopus Stalin —the Court of
Memoir). He did, however, speak at a the Red Tsarthe British writer Simon
meeting of the Moscow Soviet of which  Sebag Montefiore wrote of how the
he was a member. For over an hour heyssRr's Jewish Foreign Minister Maxim

spoke to an audience of 2,000 people, of
whom perhaps not a hundred understood
English, yethe held the meeting in the
hollow of his hand'His theme was

Litvinov had been replaced by Vyacheslav
Molotov in 1939. {Seehttp://free-
magazines.atholbooks.org/c&s/cs90.pdf

Ireland, and of the necessity for the trade for my article in the Autumn 2007 issue of
union movement to understand the Church & Stateon Litvinov's relations
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officially led by the famous Yiddish actor,
Solomon Mikhoels ... The JAFC was
supervised by Solomon Lozovsky, a
grizzled Old Bolshevik with a biblical
beard who was the token Jew in the
highest echelons of Molotov's Foreign
Commissariat" (p559).

appeals. Lozovsky and the Jewish poets
were shot on 12 August 1952. One of the
survivors of Stalin's time, Maxim
Litvinov (who had returned to serve as a
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister 1941-
46), managed to die in his bed on 31
December 1951" (p636).

with Ireland, including his sojourn with
his sister's family in Belfast; and see also
http://free-magazines.atholbooks.org/
irishforeignaffairs/ifa_1.pdf for its
reproduction in the first issue dfish
Foreign Affairs April-June 2008. In
September 1936 the Irish representative
to the League of Nations reported on a
conversation in which Litvinov had said
to him:'l like your President de Valera,
except for one thing—he is too religious';
and later: 'The British people do not like
frank speaking}'Sebag Montifiore went
on to describe how, simultaneously with
Litvinov's displacement, Stalin had also
made a point of assigning Lozovsky as

"In 1947 Stalin supported the found-

ation of the Jewish state, which he hoped ; ;
. ’ -~Ymunist Internationdlozovsky, as Depu
would become a Middle Eastern satellite. y puty

On 29 November, he voted for it at the to For_elgn Mln_lster Molotov, had pen_ned
UN and was the first to recognise Israel. &N article on his boss under the heading of
He gave Mikhoels the Stalin Prize. Butit A Bolshevik Statesmabozovsky firmly
soon became clear Israel was going to beheld Britain's post-World War One policy
an American ally, not a Russian one. In to blame for sowing the seeds of World
the cauldron of Stalin's irrational \war Two:

prejudices, razor-sharp political instincts

In the May 1940 issue ofhe Com-
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Molotov's Deputy Foreign Minister:

"The Munich agreement (1938)
convinced Stalin that the West was not
serious about stopping Hitler. On the
contrary, Stalin was sure that they were
willing to let Hitler destroy Soviet Russia.
Munich rendered Litvinov'scollective
securitybankrupt. Stalinwarned the West
that the Soviet Union would not be left to
'pick their chestnuts out of the fire! At
the Plenum Stalin attacked Litvinov.
'Does that mean you regard me as an
Enemy of the People@isked plucky
Litvinov. Stalin hesitated as he left the
hall:'No, we don't consider Papasha an
Enemy. Papasha's an honest revolution-
ary'. This sort of courage counted for
something with Stalin. Litvinov, who
was three years older than Stalin, could
never curb his tongue.'Rapasha'—
Russian for 'Daddy'—was Litvinov's
Bolshevik nickname—MO'R.} Molotov
said that Litvinov remainedmongst the
living only by chance'yet Stalin just
preserved him, despite Molotov's hatred
for a much more impressive diplomat,
because he was so respected in the West
that he might be useful again... Litvinov's
English wife lvy was terrified ofimminent
arrest and, when she confided this to
some American friends, the letter ended
up on Stalin's desk. He phoned Papasha:
'You've an extremely courageous and
outspoken wife. You should tell her to
calm herself. She's not threatened.’
There was a story that Litvinov had saved
Stalin from being beaten up by Dockers
in London in 19071 haven't forgotten
that time in London'Stalin used to say.
Stalin realised that, while he had to be
seen to oppose anti-Semitism, his Jews
(in the Soviet leadership) were one
obstacle to rapprochement with Hitler,
particularly Litvinov (Wallach) ... The
removal of the Jews was a signal to
Hitler—but Stalin always sent double
messages: Molotov appointed Solomon
Lozovsky, a Jew, as one of his deputies."
(pp309-12).

"Early in the war, Stalin realised the
usefulness of Soviet Jewry in appealing
for American help ... Stalin ordered Beria
to set up the Jewish Anti-Fascist
Committee, controlled by the NKVD but

and aggressively Russian sensibilities,
Mikhoels's dream of a Jewish Crimea
became a sinister Zionist/American
Trojan hose...Like so many of Stalin's
febrile fears, there was substance here:
the Ottoman Sultans had controlled the
Black Seathrough their control of Crimea.
Catherine the Great and Prince Potemkin
annexed the Crimeain 1783 for the same
reason, just as the Anglo-French armies
landed there in 1853 to undermine Russia.
Khrushchev controversially donated
Crimea to Ukraine in 1954, a decision
that almost caused a civil war in the
1990s between Ukrainians and those who
wished to be ruled by Russia" (p573).

"Stalin ordered Abakumov to gather
evidence that Mikhoels and the Jewish
Committee were 'active nationalists
orientated by the Americans to do anti-
Sovietwork' ... Stalin ordered Malenkov
and Abakumov to put together the Jewish
Case ... Since its centrepiece was the
planforthe Jewish Crimea, on 13 January
1949 Malenkov summoned Lozovsky,
ex-overlord of the Jewish Committee,
for interrogation. This was already a
matter of life and death for Lozovsky"
(pp 574 and 601).

"On 8 May 1952, the 'trial of the Jewish
poets' starring Solomon Lozovsky and
the Yiddish poet Perets Markish opened.
{Mikhoels had already been murdered in
1948, in a 'car accident' staged by the
Soviet secret police—MO'R} ... Stalin
had already specified that virtually all the
defendants were to be shot. Lozovsky
had been tortured, but his pride in his
Bolshevik and—more surprisingly—
Jewish pedigrees was unbroken. His
speech shines out of this primordial
darkness as the most remarkable and
moving oration of dignity and courage in
all of Stalin's trials. He also shredded
Riumin's imbecilic Jewish-Crimean
conspiracy... Lozovsky was so
convincing that the judge, Lieut-Gen
Chepstov stopped the trial, a unique
happening ... Chesptov, complained of
its flimsiness to Malenkov. Malenkov
ordered the trial to proceed. On 18 July,
Chepstov sentenced 13 defendants to
death ... But Chepstov did not carry out
the executions ... Stalin rejected official

"Our Party repeatedly emphasised that
the authors of the Versailles Treaty had
created all the conditions for a new
imperialist war. This has been pointed
out many times in the writings and
speeches of Lenin and the speeches of
Stalin. This warning was repeated by
Comrade Molotov who at the Sixteenth
Party Congress in 1930 declarétihe
attempt of the victor countries to saddle
the working people of Germany with
reparations beyond their power to pay
cannot end well.. The present situation
created by the second imperialist war
demands special vigilance from the Soviet
state, it demands a farsighted and firm
maintenance of the interests and
independent policy of the Soviet state.
The plans of the British and French
imperialists to make the USSR a supplier
of cannon fodder, to set the USSR and
Germany at strife, have ended in a fiasco.
When the braves of the Second
International, who are bolstering up the
imperialist war with an ‘ideological basis'
for the deception of the masses, vocifer-
ously demanded that the Soviet Union
take up arms to defend the money-bags
of the City in London and the Bourse,
Comrade Molotov made the following
biting retort in his speech on the ratifi-
cation of the Soviet-German Non-
Aggression PacfThese people positively
demandthatthe USSR get herselfinvolved
in war against Germany on the side of
Great Britain. Have not these rabid
warmongers taken leave of their senses?
Isitreally difficult for these gentlemen to
understand the purpose of the Soviet-
German Non-Aggression Pact, on the
strength of which the USSR is not obliged
to involve itself in war either on the side
of Great Britain against Germany or on
the side of Germany against Great
Britain? Isitreally difficult to understand
that the USSR is pursuing and will
continue to pursue its own independent
policy, based on the interests of the
peoples of the USSR and only on those
interests?' Even now this elementary
truth has not been understood by the
gentlemen who callthemselves Socialists
and democrats and on these flimsy
grounds demand that the peoples of the
USSR should shed their blood for alien
interests. No, gentlemen, pull your own



chestnuts out of the fire, there is no
cannon-fodder for you in the USSR and
never will be—that is the answer of the
Soviet people voiced by their leaders."

What would lead such a committed

Stalinist politician as Lozovsky to his
execution in 1952? The transcript of his
secret trial was first published in Moscow

in 1994 under the title @n Unjust Trial—

Stalin's Last ExecutionAn English
translation, under the title 8falin's Secret

Pogrom—the Post-War Inquisition Of The

Jewish Anti-Fascist Committeeas first
publishedinthe USAin 2001. An abridged
edition, with Introductions by Editors
Joshua Rubinstein and Vladimir Naumov,
was published by Yale University Pressin
2005, in association with the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum. In his

Introduction, which had been previously

published in theNew Republicon 25th
August 1997, Rubinstein wrote:

"Yiddish culture has not entirely dis-
appeared, but it was sentenced to death
twice, and each time the sentence was
carried out. On the eve of World War I,
millions of Yiddish speakers inhabited
Jewish communities from Holland
through Germany and Poland into the
heart of the Soviet Union. Hitler did his
best to annihilate every Jew his armies
controlled. Individual Jews survived his
onslaught, but their communities and
unique culture were destroyed. Ironically,
the country that saved millions of Jews
and not soincidentally played the decisive
role in stopping Hitler was the Soviet
Union. And the Soviet Union had its own
solution to the Jewish problem. Stalin,
like Lenin, expected that Soviet Jews
would gradually disappear as the regime
offered the carrot of modernisation with
the stick of forced assimilation. But by
the end of his life Stalin could no longer
constrain his murderous anti-Semitism
and began a systematic assault on the
leaders of Yiddish culture who were the
primary vehicle for Jewish identity in the
country. This campaign culminated on
August 12, 1952 with multiple executions
in the basement of Moscow's Lubyanka
prison. Jewish communities across
America have increasingly marked this
event on August 12 of each year as the
'‘Night of the Murdered Poet£onvicted
at a secret trial in the summer, all the
defendants, except for the biologist Lina
Shtern, were executed on a single night—
twenty-four writers and poets (so it was
believed), all men (so it was said) cut
down by Stalin's executioners in the
basement of the notorious Lubyanka
prison. But because their trial was held in
secret and the regime refused to confirm
what actually happened for many years,
myriad rumors obscured the nature of the
case and the identity and number of the
defendants...”

"The trial did not involve twenty-five
defendants. There were, in fact, fifteen

defendants, all falsely charged with a
range of capital offences, from treason
and espionage to bourgeois nationalism.
While five prominent literary figures were
among those indicted—the Yiddish poets
Peretz Markish, David Hofshtein, and
Itzik Fefer; the writer Leib Kvitko, who
was known throughout the country for
his children's verse; and the distinguished
novelist David Bergelson—the remaining
ten defendants were not writers at all but
connected in various ways to the Jewish
Anti-Fascist Committee (JAC)—a group
that the regime had created during World
War Two to encourage Western Jewish
support for the alliance with the Soviet
Union ... But only the (five) martyred
Yiddish writers are mentioned at August
12 commemorations. The other (nine)
defendants who lost their lives, as well as
the sole survivor, Lina Shtern, arerarely,
if ever, remembered ... perhaps became
their careers as loyal Soviet citizens do
not fit comfortably into an easy category
for Westerners to honour.(My
emphases—MO'R)

"Stalin's decision to turn against the
JAC reflected both his growing paranoia
and several foreign policy difficulties
that made the country's Jews vulnerable.
With the onset of the Cold War and the
establishment of Israel in 1948, Stalin
linked the threat of war with the United
States to his belief that Soviet Jews had
other loyalties. Although they had
demonstrated their reliability in the
struggle against Hitler, in a conflict with
America (where too many Soviet Jews
were presumed to have relatives) Stalin
believed they would betray him. Israel
too had disappointed him; it was turning
into an ally of the United States rather
than a member of the socialist bloc..."

"The principal defendant was not a
Yiddish writer, but a former member of
the Central Committee. Born in 1878,
Solomon Lozovskjoined the Marxist
underground in 1901. He was a prominent
enough revolutionary to know Lenin and

gation, detailing a host of baseless
accusations against the JAC that would
frame the indictment in 1952. As a result
of his betrayal, more than one hundred
people were arrested. Fefer, it turns out,
had been an informer for the Ministry of
Internal Affairs (MVD) since at least
1943... The regime, it is now believed,
(originally) intended to conduct an open
‘'show trial' reminiscent of the infamous
proceedings against leading Bolsheviks
in the 1930s... The transcript (of what
ended up as a secret trial) often makes for
painful reading. During the trial most of
the defendants could not avoid debasing
themselves. Fefer, the principal accuser,
began his testimony by incriminating
several co-defendants, claiming that he
had recognized 'nationalistic views' in
the work of Bergelson, Hofshtein, and
Kvitko as early as 1920 when he first met
them in Kiev..."

"The principal accusation revolved
around the 'Crimea question'. Jews had
once established small agricultural
colonies in the northern Crimea in the
1920s. Two decades later, faced with
severe dislocations brought on by the
war, the Holocaust, and the difficulty of
returning Jewish survivors to the Ukraine,
Mikhoels and others proposed making
the Crimea a Soviet Jewish Republic. At
least initially, the regime treated the
proposal seriously, but it soon dismissed
the whole idea. Lazar Kaganovich, the
only Jew in Stalin's Politburo, told
Mikhoels and his colleagues that 'only
artists and poets' could think up something
like this. But then after the arrest of Fefer
in December 1948, the regime began to
embroider a complex quilt of lies and
fabrications: that during their visit to
New York in 1943, Fefer and Mikhoels
offered to establish a Jewish republic in
the Crimea so that Zionists and American
imperialists could use itas a 'bridgehead,’
part of along-term strategy to dismember
the Soviet Union."

But none of this could be presented in

Stalin well and after the October a public "show trial", primarily due to the
Revolution played a major role in the heroic Bolshevik resistance of Solomon
Profintern, the international communist- | 574ysky, which will be detailed in Part

controlled trade-union movement, and in T

the Communist International. (His

daughter also assumed significant
responsibilities, serving as secretary and
confidante to Lenin's widow Nadezhda

WoO.
(to be continued)
Manus O'Riordan

Krupskayafrom 1919t01939.) Lozovslwlj
survived Stalin's purges of the 1930s an
was even elevated in 1939 when Vyacht
eslav Molotov, who had replaced Maxim|
Litvinov as Soviet foreign minister,
appointed Lozovsky one of three deputy
foreign ministers..."

"With two exceptions—Itzik Fefer and
Lina Shtern—all the defendants werg
brutally interrogated; some were beater

|

and tortured, placed in grim isolation
cells, or subjected to endless nocturn
interrogations (the infamous 'conveyo
belt), then compelled to sign confes
sions... Only one defendant, Itzik Fefer
immediately cooperated with the investi
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1941 with the German attack on Russia.

; ] ) . During that Autumn of 1941 Roosevelt
The Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee: was manoeuvring his way towards war

with Japan. About 90 years earlier Japan
Some Context had been a peaceful State for centuries,

Some readers may not be familiar with without any assistance from its Treaty absorbedinits ownaffairs. Then American
the affairs of the Jewish Anti-Fascist Allies. warsh_lps arrived and insisted that it must
Committee (JAC). During the next eight months Britain Open itself to the world and take part in

The JAC was set up by the Soviet tried to get into conflict with the Soviet Worldaffairs. Seeing thatitcould nothold
Union in 1941, chiefly for the purpose of Union as an ally of Finland in the Soviet/ out agamStAmencan power, Japalj studied
influencing American opinion in World Finnish War, and then began to violate the world being created by America and
War 2. Norwegian neutra”ty with a view to Britain and began to partICIpate in it with

blocking Swedish export of iron ore to Such effectthat, by the early 20th century,
The War was the outcome of British Germany—but it was pipped at the postinfluential American opinion beganto see

policy since the defeat of Germany in py Germany in the occupation of Norway. it as inevitable that the US would fight
1918 and the breaking up of the Austro- a|| of this time the British and French Japan for dominance in the Pacific.
Hungarian State into a series of brittle geclarations of war on Germany lay on the Roosevelt decided that the moment for
‘nation-states’, along with its veto on atgple, and the British and French Armies War had comein 1941. He gave an ultima-
secure French settlementagainst Germanyyere in France poised to spring. While tum to Japan which, if complied with,
followed by British encouragement of a Britain was retreating from its failed Would have undermined the new capitalist
revival and reassertion of German strengthNorwegian operation, Germany respondedeconomy of Japan. Britain seconded the
under the Nazi regime in breach of the tg the declaration of war by Britain and US ultimatum. When Japan responded to
conditions of the Versailles Treaty (for France and won a startling victory on the ultimatum by striking at the American
which it had the main responsibility). In Erench soil in a few weeks. 'homeland' hundreds of miles from the
1939, having facilitated the growth of  France, having brought the German American coast (Pearl Harbour in Hono-
Nazi power for six years, Britain decided Army deep into France with its frivolous IUlu), italso struck atthe British Empire in
to baulk at the comparatively minor issue geclaration of war—frivolous because it Asia (of which it had been a protector in
of the transfer of the German City of had not waged war under the terms of itsthe 1stWorld War). Britain thereby ceased
Danzig, over which Polish sovereignty Treatywith Poland when it declared war— t0 be a Great Power and became a second-
was merely notional, to the adjacentregionmade a provisional settlement with ary Power. And, whatever had been
of the German State, East Prussia. ItGermany in June 1940, pending a final Britain's purpose in the war it launched in
encouraged Poland to refuse to negotiatesettiement when Britain made peace.  September 1939, it ceased to apply in the
a settlement of its border dispute with  Britain, as usual fighting its wars on second half of 1941. Its Asian Empire
Germany on the moderate terms proposetther people's territory, with the Channel ce€ased to be functional under Japanese
by Hitler by offering Poland a Treaty of a and the most powerful Navy in the world @ssault. And, when Hitler seconded Japan's
kind it had never made with any other |ying between it and the battlefield, and War onthe USA, Britain finally gained the
State and getting France to do likewise.ith a third of its defeated Army allowed US asanally, butone which overshadowed
Germany, finding its own treaty with home from Dunkirk by Hitler, refused to it and was intent on taking economic
Poland (made in 1934) effectively repudi- make a settlement. It denounced France@dvantage of its helplessness.

ated, and finding itself within a powerful \yhich was occupied chiefly as a result of

military encirclement, but seeing that Bri- Byritish policy, for settling—claiming that The Bolshevik ally was the one that
tain was making no actual preparations tojt was riddled with Fifth Columnists. It counted in the medium term in the war
make war jointly with their Polish Allies, maintained its declaration of war without With Germany—and, without effective-
struck at Poland in September 1939. Asy nhope of winning, and it set about Ness in that medium term, there would
Hitler expected, but as the Poles did not,spreading the war. It could itself only have been no long term. The Democratic
Britain did not wage war against Germany geliver pin-pricks on the margins, but ally, though giving priority to the war with
insupportof Poland, nor did France, which these were sufficient to maintain a war Germany, was faraway. Ithadto transport
had fallen altogether under British aimosphere in Europe. a large Army across the ocean. And

influence. Churchil n as he became Prim Britain, its base against Germany, was
Stalin, seeing how the wind was blow- urchil, as soon as he became €

Minister | hed i q still not eager to get to grips with Germany.
ing in the Summer of 1939, made a Non- INISter, launched a massive propagandg Churchill's view, Bolshevism remained
Aggression Treaty with Hitler, within

operation in the United States, with the the basic enemy, though an ally for the

which secret clauses related to a collaps urpose of persuading American opinion moment. And whi,Ie that basic enemy was
: hatthe USAwas nexton Hitler's supposed__ . . : .

of the Polish State. It was agreed that a]ist of intended victims. This was his seriously engaged in war with what might
region of Eastern Poland—whichhad been ™" L ’ . be called the intermediary enemy, and
taken from the Soviet Unionin the Russian/ tmhzjarsp;f;?]\g? s::;\)/: fg ;V:;Smgikl:ir:)?é aBSurt]ewas still holding its own, he did not want
Polish War of 1920, should revert to ) X precipitate intervention. The thing to do
Russia. had hoped. Roosevelts policy was towas wait and see what happened in the

Britain declared war on Germany a few ;n;;)eugagfoir]lctr?:] fe[eir:ali? At war, and deadly war between the Soviets and the
y P ping It Nazis, while making preparations to

days after the German attack on Poland The more realistic hope was a revival intervene
(and the French followed suit), but set of the Nazi/Bolshevik antagonism, which '
about waging that at its leisure as a Worldhad been set aside by the Pact of August That is not how the US makes war. It
War, leaving the Poles to be defeated1939. This hope was realised in Junegoes all outto win, making use of whatever



serves the purpose of the moment. In
proxy war with the Soviet Union i

Afghanistan during the 1980s, it energise

and trained the force that is now the obj
of its War On Terror. And in 1942-4 i
engaged in all-out collaboration wit
Bolshevism, leaving the future to ta
care of itself.

That is the context of the JAC. The
was an influential Jewish element in th
US, and Jewish involvement in the Bo
shevik regime was so extensive that ma
people who were far from stupid—
Churchill, for example—were inclined ta
see Bolshevism as being essentially
Jewish affair.

Anyhow, Bolshevism set up the JAC {
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Japanese Holocaust Forgotten?

The following email was sent to the Pat Kenny Show
on the Japanese disaster on 16th March, but ignored

€ Pat, the speech of the Emperor to the people of Japan is historic. The first tim
€ the Emperor spoke on radio to the Japanese people was following the obliteration
- cities—Hiroshima and Nagasaki—in 1945. That was one of the worst single mass
nyof innocent civilians in the Second World War. A third of a million died immediate
L with hundreds of thousands more dying of horrendous radiation cancers over subs|
years. This memory remains a traumatic one for Japanese people, and | am amaz
a2 Veil of silence concerning this trauma seems to have descended on the western
RTE included. Of all people, the Japanese deserve this nuclear crisis least,
o thoughts should be with them through their current nightmare.
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Philip O'Connor

maximise Jewish enthusiasm for the War
in the US, and to intensify American
pressure on Britain for &econd Front
Now when Churchill was putting it off
from year to year.

Stalin's Jewish campaign in the US put

system. And it did this to great effect, the native population from the region
shaping itself to American modes of allocated for the Jewish State. The non-
operation in order to influence many Jewish population ofthatregion was close
different shades of American opinion.  to equality with the Jewish population,
Churchill's campaign in the shade. Itwas The JAC was also.an American avenueand if ithad remained thg es_tablishmentof
of entry into the Soviet Union. the Jewish State as Jewish in the full sense

so energetic and persuasive, and Ie_d to would have been very problematical. It
such entanglements, that McCarthyism - The Soviet/Americamapprochement ¢ cince become clear that the campaign

and the suppression of the JAC can beyas very different from SovietBritish o, \what is now usually called ethnic
seenas necessary consequences of itwhe@|ations during the War. Britain had a cleansing was carefully prepared in
the Cold War setin. well-developed resistance to Bolshevism 5\ ance by the Jewish nationalist bodies
in the form of Labourism (it would be too o ot ’
Many social elements in Russia which strong to call it Social Democracy), and it gr;t\j/igt|Tn[1ealllriggn::eeal(ljsiélcngc; izg\?votsr:aistge;t
had been curbed for twenty years werégperated a discreet barrier of Anti- o time
unleashedin 1941, to take partinthe Grealsemitism, which it never lowered. n 1948 also the Jewish State quickl
Patriotic War. Jewry was one ofthese,but The JAC continued for a couple of oynanded bevond the territor alﬂ)cate)(/j
it was different in kind from the others. years after the War. It was suppressed iy ﬁ by the Ul\iland the drivin yout of the
The Orthodox Church was Russian in 1948. In 1947 Russia engaged in annativeypopulation was practiged in these
nature, while Jewry was interational.  extraordinary collaborationwith the USA, onquered areas. as well as in the area
Jews within the Bolshevik system had one which has ongoing consequences forallogated by the LJN for a Jewish State
always been amongst its most effectivethe world. It got its sateliite states in  1pa sup[))/ression of the JAC began at
publicists towards the West, butthey were gastern Europe to vote in the UN Generaly,ic ime. Whether there was a causative
so as Bolsheviks and not as Jews. It wasassembly for the setting up of a Jewish ¢onnection between the mode of action of
as Bolsheviks that they were ‘Special state in Palestine against the wishes ofyne jewish State and the JAC is a sensitive
people’ and not as Jews, though it seemgnost of the people in Palestine, and agains
that some of them did not lose their sensehe opposition of all the Governments in
of being special people as Jews as well. lthe Middle East. The US did likewise
was as Bolsheviks that most of them ith its client states in South America.
remained on course during the two yearsThat is how the two-thirds majority in the
of the Pact with Hitler, and produced General Assembly was got. (The matter
persuasive propagandaagainst Churchill'Syas referred to the General Assembly
strategy of Spreading The War when aspecause Britain would not let the Security
Jews they would have wanted to spread it.council deal withit.) And Russia, through
Butwas itas Bolsheviks or Jews that someczechoslovakia, armed the Jewish State;
of them, in defence of Soviet neutrality, for its 1948 conquests.
had produced such powerful propaganda e have never come across a persuasiv

against France as riddled with Fifth account of why it made sense in terms of
Columnists?

huestion thatwe have never seen discussed.
And likewise with the question of whether
the JAC during its six years of comparativ-
ely free activity developed a Zionist orient-
ation, and possibly influenced Soviet
policy. But it would be remarkable if this
had not happened to some extent

Although it seems unlikely that the
wish State could have been established
without Soviet support, the Soviet Union,
fithin a few years, began to be described
o h as a Anti-Semitic State, and it was said
Soviet interest to collaborate with the US {5+ the 'Doctors' Plot' was intended to be

The Jews were always greatly over- IN causing the UN to order the imposition , first step towards the Final Solution
represented (proportionate to population)©f & Jewish State in Palestine, with thepoqn by Hitler. And the book on it,
in the hierarchy of Bolshevism, but itwas clear understanding that massive Jewisty, plished in 2003 after the Sovietarchives
the opponents of Bolshevism who drew colonisation would follow. had been opened, goes further and says it
attention to this. It was only with the  The formal establishment of the Jewish was a clearing of the way for a Third
setting up of the JAC that Soviet Jewry State in 1948 was accompanied by aWorld War. The evidence presented is
presented itself as a component of thecampaign which drove out a large part of flimsy.

23



24

One difficulty in getting to grips with  Anti-Semitic Jew, and the Jews inked they occurred. Whatever the purpose
the realities of the affair isthe great changein the Bolshevik project of comprehen- was, it was aborted by the death of Stalin,
in the meaning of anti-Semitism that sively re-ordering the conditions of human and some of the basic assumptions of the
happened after Britain in 1917 launched life were Anti-Semitic Jews, if Jews atall. Bolshevik projectwere aborted soon after.
the project of forming a Jewish State in  The JAC in its activity in America had It is said that these events were
Palestine for the purpose of harnessing thecontact with Weizmann. Itwas its businesspreliminaries to a great Purge, like those
international influence of Jewry to its war to collaborate with him, not to dispute his of 1937-8. These purges, we recall, were
effort. Before 1917 those who denied thatworld outlook with him. The charge made seen by some observers as debilitating the
Judaism was merely areligion, and assertagainst it later was that it had succumbedBolshevik State and wrecking the Army.
edthatithad national or racialimplications, to Zionist influence. There is nothing Only three years after the military purge,
were Anti-Semites. After 1917, and improbable in that. Zionism had long the Soviet Army was the first Army—
particularly after 1947, those who assertedceased to be aform of nostalgia and becamideed the only one—to hold up against
that Judaism was merely a religion were a very vigorous power structure, a kind of Nazi assault. And six years later the
Anti-Semites. mirror-image of Bolshevism, capable of Bolshevik State was in control of half of

Ernest Bevin, founder of the British making dispassionate calculation andEurope. Expert Western comment on
Transport and General Workers' Union in acting on it. Crossman found his Lenin in Bolshevik affairs was on the whole very
the period between the Wars, set himself,Weizmann and said so. wide of the mark.
in Union affairs, against what he under-  Today in the US there are people, who
stood to be Anti-Semitism. He treated are far from stupid, who wonder whether  Atranscript of the 1942 trial of members
Judaism as a religion like other religions US Middle Eastern policy is conceived in of the JAC, on a charge of Jewish
and stamped on religious sectarianism. Interms of American interest coldly con- nationalist collaboration with the USA,
1945 he became Foreign Secretary, andidered, or the US is hustled by Jewishwas published in Russiain the mid-1990s.
applying the old meaning of Anti- influence into a policy that is not to its A translation of it (or most of it) was
Semitism, he refused to consider erectingadvantage. If it can be thought that in anpublished by Yale University in associ-
a new State on merely religious founda- open capitalist democracy, operating by ation with the United States Holocaust
tions in Palestine. He was denounced asepresentative government, such a smaliMemorial Museum. Thiswas in accordance
Anti-Semitic for denying that Judaism minority as the Jewish lobby could influ- with the Zionist view that the Soviet Union
was more than a religion. ence State policy, why can itnot be thought—which, we understand, opened its

He appointed his Socialist political that something similar happened in the borders to Jews, after the Nazis entered
colleague, Richard Crossman, to a Com-small central apparatus of the Bolshevik Poland, and was the only State to do so—
mission to make recommendations on theState in which there was a strong Jewishand which made possible the actual
Palestine question. After joining the presence? establishment and expansion of the Jewish
Commission Crossman became a Zionist. The Bolshevik State was, from the start, State in 1948—was an Anti-Semitic State
He met the Zionist leader, Weizmann, frankly a dictatorship dedicated to re- which had as its purpose, or one of its
who asked himif he was Anti-Semitic. He ordering society throughout the world. It purposes, to take up the work of extermin-
said he was. Weizmann's view was thatwas directive, not representative. Whenation of Jewry begun to Hitler.
all Gentiles had in them the bacillus of Lenin decided that the phase of capitalism  The long Introduction to the translation
Anti-Semitism, which they could never might be skipped, it was understood thatof the Trial transcript is entirely Zionist in
shake off, and that the best they could dorepresentative government would tend tooutlook. It asserts, but does not demon-
was admit it. produce capitalism. The strategy of strate, that the Bolshevik State, which

Crossman became an advocate for thecontinuously nipping capitalism in the Jews played such a prominent part in
formation of the Jewish State. His criticism bud—as the British State in 19th century developing, was Anti-Semitic. Bolshevik
of British policy since 1917 was that Ireland nipped nationalism in the bud— condemnations of Anti-Semitism are
Britain, as the great Imperial Power, had was followed. In doing this the State treated as feints. It takes no real notice of
not undertaken a final ethnic cleansing of acted in accordance with law where that Jewish participation in the State, because
Palestine, so thatitwould be aland withoutwas effective and acted arbitrarily where it does not see those Jews as real Jews.
people for the Jewish State to be built innot. To describe a State assassination and it applies the concept of Anti-
with clean hands. ‘'murder’ is hardly meaningful in terms of Semitism so flexibly that it ceases to have

When Stalin, having made the Jewish this system—and indeed in terms of otherdefinite meaning.

State possible, began to be described as asystems, even those with routine aims
Anti-Semite, there was nothing para- The term 'murder' usually refers to eve SGilmore's Recipe For
doxical about that from a strict Zionist in civil society, rather than acts of stat ) )

viewpoint. He was nota Jew, therefore he  The aims of the Jewish State are harqlylnaction On Palestine

had Anti-Semitism in his system. more routine than the aims of the Bolshf- winister for Foreign Affairs, Labour'
. . ... vik,anditacts as freely in these mattersfassamon Gilmore:
Another meaning of Anti-Semitism is the Bolshevik State did. When it kill "hopes to recognise a Palestinian sthte

the assimilation of groups of Jews into the

; ; . e or abroad, a$ it during his term in office... however,
culture of the nation or state in which they people, whether at hom J

: . ) has done very often, it does not reggyd Would be “premature” to do so now “i
exist. Inthatrespectthe Soviet Union WS e killinas as murder. and thev are ot advance of actual control of the territory |n
e iting u ! y question, a condition to whichwe in Irelarjd

indisputably Anti-Semitic while having . )
: estern media ps ; wow
Jews amongst the most active elements oﬁ] sl:Jrzlgsreported in the W attach great importance”...

its regime. Marxism was Anti-Semitic. Mr. Gilmore seems to have forgottgn
And Zionism published a collection of We cannot say what the purpose Ofv%ethatthelrish Republic was declared befgre

Marx's Anti-Semitic writings. From the Doctors' Plot and the JAC trial was. its future Government controlled i
Zionist viewpoint Marx was just another can only describe the situation in whidh territory. Or has he?




prosecution by virtue of it being all over the region. What a terrible pickle it allis—
Does the news and papers thereby making aand the continued suffering by the Arabs
It safe prosecutionimpossible. Some peoplewill eventually lead to a blow-back and
Stack even believe that was the intention of thenwe willreally have 'western' suffering.

them being set up the first day, but who
ends up paying for it all—we the taxpayers. WHAT ABOUT THE IRISH BANKS?
Therewas a very recentreferencein France - Cananyone imagine that the Irish Banks
24 about Ireland and the newsreader saidyarded themselves €66 million in bonus-
NucLEAR Power about our seeming acquiescence that ¢ recently while we are busily pouring

The Japanese earthquake and tsunantiaven't the street tradition of protest like pijjions of euros into them? Itis front page
on 11th March 2011 were a reminder thatthey have in Greece or Francefnd let ey for a day and then along comes the
we humans cannot control the forces ofme add thatwas notsaid withadmiration—pext story and we just forget. But what
nature and that nuclear power generationrather with pity!
is inherently unstable as a process and is

notyet suitable for use in populated areas, Lisva aND USUK  cananyone imagine forreal that the Banks
ifatallanywhereinthe world. Itisnotsafe  |f there were effective laws against the still cannot furnish us with how much
and itis not necessary. There is abundangerpetrators of crimes against democracy their loans are worth? And yet Price
power available from the sun, the sea anghe recent few weeks of outburst of anti- Waterhouse Coopers (Bank of Ireland's
the wind which we are learning to harness.Libya propaganda in the ‘western media'auditors) and KMPG (AIB's auditors) are
There are enormous reserves of coal stillyould not have been possible. The between them paid per year approximately
underground throughout the world. So Wepropaganda is quite outrageous. For€20 million of what is effectively tax-
do not need nuclear power generationseveral weeks before USUK got a UN payer's money to report on the correctness
until the process is a lot safer and until aresolution for &no-fly zone; Muammar  of the Bank Balance Sheets. Obviously,
genuine solution is discovered for the safeGaddafihad been catching foreign mercen-the Balance Sheets have not been correct
disposal of spent nuclear fuel. aries and expelling them. There were fourfor years. The Balance Sheets have not
Dutch highly trained operatives and he letbeen showing a "true and fair" view of

DemocRrAcy them go. The IrisiDaily Mail, once the bank assets and nor have the Profit and

In economics, there is a concept called"western jet fightersivere in over Libya, Loss Accounts been showing the true
the 'Perfect Market' which occurs ideally stated that the British SAS had severalposition. There is no doubt but that
when buyers and sellers each have accessght-man teams, who were doing what shareholders have a right to substantial

Up

about our Government? A few set pieces
in the Dail and that amounts to that. But

to all possible information on the product the SAS do best.
or service being traded. In the area of
politics and governance too there shouldGaddafi stated publicly thawe don't
be a concept of &perfect market"in
information in the interests of enabling leave our country'lt seemed th&ebels"

damages from the Auditors and from the

Sothiswas aninvasion plainand simple. former Directors. Another question is:

why does the Chartered Accountants

want to kill these people we want them toInstitute allow these accountants to con-

tinue to sign audit reports? It doesn't stack

democracy to work. It is not possible for in Benghazi were being supplied with up! Will the new Government take steps
electors and elected to operate in a demoarms and armour from Egypt. There isnoto discipline the auditors and former
cratic manner if information is false or doubtthatthe SAS infiltrated the so called Directors to prevent them doing this again
incomplete. The misrepresentation of "rebels"and media agitators. We know to the taxpayers (and that is all of us)?
facts, the supply of false or misleading only too well in Ireland how brutally the
information, and the suppression of UK puts down any agitators—whether
information which citizens are entitled to they are real or imagined—but this time
know and which they need to know to they were on the side of thebels". Just 4] had hearing problems and had to be
make arational voting decision, should all suppose thoseebels"wereagainst British compensated by the State (us again)
be prohibited by law. The enactment of rule—would the latter be so supportive? pecause they were near big guns which
such laws is necessary for us to progress The situation in Libya is that the ratheraffected theirability to hear. We are
towards the ideal of perfect democracy. It Government of Gaddafiis internationally very lucky that we are a neutral country
is not sufficient that citizens should becomerecognised, or at least it was until USUK becauseit doesn't bear thinking what might
cynical, as most citizens have in recentsuddenly did @olte faceand decreed that become of them if they actually saw a bit
years. Itis necessary that public representnow for reasons unknown it was not. The of action on the ground. This time, the
atives, chief executives, jOUI’thStS andys Secretary of State, Hilary Clinton stated powers that be decided to go completely
advertisers all be made responsible beforghat bombs and rockets must be usecby the book and, before they were sent to
the law for intentionally misleading the against Libya fothumanitarian'reasons. any foreign countries, they were given
people on material facts. The penaltiesok that might not be the exact languagemedicine shots that would cover them if
should be substantial for convicted offendersshe used but that is what"mo-flight- they were picked on by any marauding
—such as removal from public office, zone"meant to her and her likes. France mosquitoes. Alack and alas our boyos
monetary fines of perhaps five time's annualunder Sarkozy rushed to do the dirty andwere resourceful enough to come up with
salary, etc, to emphasize the seriousnespihumane work. Germany's Foreign another tack altogether. They now claim
of offences against democracy which Minister saidNo and that was that. The thatthey have suffered an adverse reaction
should be classified by law as crimes.  French greed can only be for oil and the from the Malaria jab. So the new Govern-

THE IRISH ARMY
The Army lads are at it again. First they

Recentexamples in Ireland which could
be prosecuted if we had such laws would
be the Fine Gael Party's acceptance of
€50,000 from a corporate donor, the
conduct of Shell and the Wildlife Service
and the Gardai and Courts in connection
with the Corrib pipe, the Dublin Docklands
property dealings, and the various matters
referred to in recent Tribunals of Enquiry,
which virtually guarantees immunity from

other goodies under Libyan soil. And of ment has had to put by €3 million to
course there is the greed for arms manuhandle the claims that the soldiers are
facturers of which France is now one of putting in. But, if a drug that is widely
the biggest. President Obama has ovelised could have such a reaction, surely it
70% ratings to take out Gaddafi but seemsis with the drug company that the claims
intent in having others take the lead as heshould be lodged with and not our State?
can't be seen to be attacking all Muslim We need much more information about
countries. His eye has always been on thehis unfortunate event as ordinary people
main player in the region—Iran—blamed who holiday in foreign climes also use
by Israel for being the author of all evil in this drug and so far without complaint. I
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have spoken with some friends in the element of superiority over the SAS unit prior to this, does virtually nothing to stop it. She mentions a

medical field and they insist that th¢y  Thisplayis tangentially, about Doherty's case. The Doherty- psychotic, Frank McArdle. Ruairi says he iSauth Armagh

have had no such bad feedback and thi§gur)e |; 'Ruz;l<|r| O'Dnscgm:;l(pronpun?;i 'RoryO;:Dnicoll' by the alcohollc;', wr?ol“w?smt}tle Kh%smwnh hlrE"'AYIVhﬁrel d|dAMcArdIe

; : ; cast). Rory Keenan, a Dubliner, ignofee strong Cork accent”  access alcohol in Long Kesh? He attends Alcoholics Anonymous

jab has long being tested and trialled. indicated in the text. The character is a 300-year-old stagein Lurgan. Lurgan is in north Armagh, far from havitgw

Irishman. It goes through a series of changes in the course of thefarmers"in, or near it, was a manufacturing town. He is not a
Cork City Councit action. None ofthe characters 'develop'. Exceptpossibly, Costellobelievable character even before he comes on stage.

Close to a dozen businesses in Clprk(FinbarLynch). That may be the performer's doing rather thanthe  He does so (Act 3, Scene 1) the script notes the date 1987 (these
city have been threatened with legal actjonscript. dates were flashed up on a screen to the left of the stage). The
because of not having graffiti removgd  Costello (pronounced in the Italian fashion) is tig fellah: directions say he lookscary". As played by Fred Ridgeway
from their premises according to the The Chronology (1969) reads, in patheorge Harrison begins  (directed Max Stafford-Clark) he looks like @ man who has
Evening Echo, 1st February 2011. Thi isfunning Mafia guns to the IRA from his base in New York" - suddenly lost s false teeth. His conversation consistsyef,
absolutely appalling. As Cork has b Harrison, (not the.BeatIe) arrived in Ne\_N York in the late 19205 thg f-word, and the odd c-word. He is in pursuit pf amole who
decimated by the economic downturn, th eand started gupplymg theIRAthen. He allgnedwnh the Provisional snitched aboutthe Eksunq,_aboatfull of Libyan m|||tqry haydware.

) . . .~ Army Council setupin 1969. The Londonand Dublin Governments Among other things he utilises'battery-operated drill" Drills
few busmesse$ th_at are still operatin  Mhave, in effect, dealt with this Army Council (Good Friday and all were a UDA (Ulster Defence Association) speciality. Trying to
the city are dwindling by the day. Nowlit tay) why is t being presented here as a‘gang’ dealing with thetorture someone with a battery dril would probably be very
is nothing to see how many buildings dre wafia? (Costello mentioriswo sources of guns... the Italians...  frustrating for the torturer. They can barely drillthrough plywood.
being boarded up. Businesses are bgingnd the shop. Human flesh is tender but using a drill on the fleshier parts of the
fleeced by the Corporation. Parking isfso  Costello's squad eventually join the 'Real IRA'. Ifthe scripthad body would, surely, kill average person.
bad that it is killing the little that we haje anylogicitwould have been the Continuity IRA. ButBeancould  McArdle retreats to his ‘cow-farm’, in post-industrial Lurgan,
still going. Businesses have had to redortit then have included the Omagh Bombing. The lead-up to after having gone through a series of humiliations that are not
to putting up signs‘The manageme Or.n.agh (there is no analysis of the matter—and no referenqe toparticularly belieyable. There iSno comebackfrom Belfast. Asin
have a right to refuse admittang .B”t.'sz ls)plooks havmgg |I|<n0\|/vledge of the event—even having the restof}he sckrjlpttﬂerels |nosensethattheIRA, inthe US, orNY,
" : , incited it) is over-carefully plotted. consists of any but themselves.

Deposlts are taken on all go.Odahd. The squad consists (over nearly 30 years) of the same small  McArdle was handled serio-comically. His conversational
there is simply a _fear mentality takirlg number of people. Costello, O Drisceoil, Tom Billy Coyle (an gambit with Ruairf was to say he shot Shergar. Ruairi had
over. And now businesses that have beemypp cop—whois racist, misogynist, homophobic (you get the suggestetkidnapping'a race horse. He being ajockey. He talks
targeted by graffiti vandals have receivied picture) and has not developed one iota by the end of the play, heabout being dwee” man—Rory Keenan is about 5' 10", The
letters from the Councithreatening to] is made almost believable by Youssef Kerkour). Michael Doyle Chronology states categorically that #RIRA" (Ruairf at one
issue proceedings under the Litter Polju- (David Ricardo-Pearce), a firefighter, joins up in Scene 1. His point uses the terstickie", but it is not explainedjabducted"
tion Acts if action is not taken to remolse apartment being used to store the money collected on the St. Pat'and"kidnapped'the horse.
the graffiti". So the poor traders are Hjit Day after Bloody Sunday. Noreason is given for this or for his - This script was probably started some time ago, as
which ever way they look. There are garjgsdecision o join the IRA (presumably its an emotional spasm), s gennciation of everything the IRA stood for—violence,
of youths going round the city with caps ™S background is made much of. hombing, brutality. All of the things the UK and its armed

. e o Bean possibly thought this would have brought the house ] )
spraying theirSign“and the poor victimg 4 Iau%hingzi/[Doylg's stupidity. But was t0|dgsome facts of forces do so much better than gifted amateurs like the

have to pay. This is so unjust and simply ., history. There is an exchange between Costello and O Provis. The course of events stymied total denunciation.
cannot be allowed to happen. Ther 'SDriscgoiI about Wolfe Tonéthe Father of Iri§h Nationqlisrq" Someone had to be a sort-of hero. Bean decided it was Gerry
some lovely stone work around the cjty Tone s usually refered to as the father of sh Republicanisi, a pgams; He is denounced several times in the script, Inthe
but it is beginning to go green and thaj isradically different matter (for Republicans) from Nationalism. Chronoloav he is said (in 1982) toublich” dist
from people urinating on it and thjs The Doyle character, a cipher, does not develop, apart from | ronoiogy e Is Sa"' (in ) pu Ncly” distance
happens in broad daylight. What is the acquiing (n Act3) grey hair. h|mse|flfrom the IRA ‘Iln 1_99_0 h_e |§wqu|ng to separate
point of paying our taxes if we can't be  There are twofemale characters. Karelma, appears in Scene g Sinn Fein and the IRA"This is gibberish, Adams went to
allowed to live in civilised standardq? and pops up in the rest of the action. She is a spook, who take<dreat pains to inform the IRA Council and Convention, and
Really is this how low we have fallen?| Ruairiinhand. She meets himin Art Galleries. He hasanambitionthe rank and file about his tactics. The IRA, as has been
Michael Stack © | tobeanarchitect. He passes oninformation about IRA activities pointed out in this journal on a number of occasions, has

in Ire_Iand. Suspension of Fii_sbelief is all very well, but We are ayays heen ‘political. Sinn Féin, for decades was a
required to accept that a unitin New York knows precisely where

Review. play-script—Richard Bean the material it is sending to Ireland will be used. O Drisceoil asks publicity outletfor the actual polticalwing of the movement,
publisher: Oberon Modern Plays. at one point why his (paic-for) information is not used Karelma_ It Was the moving into the Sinn Féin of IRA personnel that
- . " says:the Irish got ot of clout" No reference is made to Reagan's  made it a vigorous political force.
Saying What He's Meant To See* energetic pursuit of Joe Doherty on the UK's behalf. Some elders in the theatre claimed loudly that the play was
THE Bic FELLAH By the end of the action O Drisceoil is a successful architect. ‘brilliant. The twentysomethings | was sitting among were quite

This was toured by Out of Joifit national and international  Doyle, after six attempts, has become a Lieutenant in the Fire subdued. The script is shambolic. Bean can't make up his mind
touring theatre company(from the Programme, which included  Department. Costello congratulates him on his persistence. Itsabout the IRA, or his characters. The latter are ignorant and
the play-script). Richard Bean has 19 other scripts to his name, difficult to know why this character is made so substantial. He shallow, but remain members of their squad over thirty years.
England People Very Nicg¢National Theatre), insulted nearly  owns up, in a 1999 St. Pat's Day speech, to having been an FBIThereis animplication that the IRA s Mafia-like. Butnot that they
every minority that passed through London's East End. The lIrish informer since 1987. He was revolted by the Enniskillen Bombing. are enriching themselves. They justify even their most brutal acts
were fond of theft and incest. Coyle refers to it a% fuck up Why then, was Costello willing  onthe grounds that they are soldiers fighting a just war. Thisis not

Bean (dtrained psychologisyin London'Evening Standard 1o send detonators to kill people whidfhey go shopping'in -~ contradicted. The scene involving McArdle could be said tojustify
(Tues. 7.9.10) insists he only sdyhat | see! What he's 'seen’,  Omagh? Coyle and Doyle kill Costello without waiting for orders. - their self-assessment. (McArdle wouldn'tlasta month in an actual
in regard to this, was jaundiced headlinéShe Troubles—a  Crude types like them could not possibly entertain the notion underground army.)

Chronologyprefaces the Programme. It starts with 1170, then ‘double agent. The ahove elders may have been referring to the fact that Out
1541,1690, 1798 and 1801. That'salot of historyignored. 1916:  The other woman is Elizabeth Ryan (Claire Rafferty): the of Joint made something of a silk purse out of something of a sow's
"The Easter Rising defeated"1921-23 Irish civil war. Michael  Chronology links Ryan tdCristin ni Elais avoids being  ear. Beanwas smartto set this play in New York. The UK's armed
Collins (the Big Fellah) killed. Northern Ireland created." assassinated by her own PIRA colleague¢1981). Was this  forces neednotbe mentioned, nor the various Loyalist groups. The

Northern Ireland was not a consequence of Collins' death. Thatperson, a senior member of Sinn Féin, directly connected to the 1966 mobilisation of the UVF is noted, but not its activities up to
may not be his implication, but Bean writtSpme incidents only  |RA? It is implied here and in the script that the i Elias / Ryan (and after) 1994. The Chronology doesn't mention the cease-fires.
warrantinclusion because they are relevanttothe plle UVF - figure was expelled from the IRA because of a relationship Derry's Bloody Sunday is noted, with a grudging reference to the
("formed n Belfastih 1966) doesn't appearinthe play. (The UVF  (where? it's implicitly not in the North) with a British officer. She  Saville Inquiry findings. Apartfrom 1988three PIRA operatives
(Ulster Volunteer Force) formed in 1912, was a 100,000-strong was setting him up for killing. Belfast did not do thét". She killed in Gibraltar" (an Act of God?), there is no mention of what
army, not a hole in comer operation like 1966.) accuses the Belfast people who are taking over the movement, ofthe Army (Navy and Air Force) didin Ireland. There's certainly no

The Chronology consists of bits and pieces about the IRA. Joe being misogynists. This means Gerry Adams and company. (Ismention of Clones and Dublin. The (unnamed) SAS Captain
Doherty appears twice (in 1982, escaping from prison and going to Bairbre de Brin aware of this?) Westmacott shot by Joe Doherty's unitis described by O Drisceoll,
New York). In1981 he was "arrested as part of ahitsquad thatkills - Coyle and Costello take her away "to Mexico" (a euphemism as"a young lad".

SAS officer". His unit ambushed an SAS patrol. There was no for killing), Doyle, despite talking about marriage to her minutes Sean McGouran



My MA's FRoM BANTEER the lack of historical accuracy in that
The third speaker was Dr. Ruth Dudlgy publication and Murphy's over-relian
Edwards, author and commentator: on local folklore and second or third-ha
McCarthy's other heroes were Profesgor  She told the audience her mother wasaccounts of events.
Tom Garvin, the late Professor Peter Hgrt,an O'Sullivan from Banteer in North Cork
and Jack Lynch, the former Taoiseadh.before launching into a spleen about Gefry
Dr. John-Paul told us that he is 30 yeargofAdams; the La Mon bombing; Jean Mc
age and has a German partner. Conville, sayind'What right has a minority|
to hijack a people, a state or a nation?"
She said that, while MacSwiney and
MacCurtain were men thigh ideals and
"The contemporaneous regard wifh courage’; she believed theirk_agac_y waga
which the lord mayors of Cork, Tomas Pad one as a result of the direction their
MacCurtain, who was murdered, arld lives took. evening came from Mr. Jim Fitzgera
Terence MacSwiney, whodiedonhunger ~ She questioned what mandate both nferChairman of the Knockraha History [
strike—both in 1920—were held inthefr and others in the Irish Volunteers had|to Heritage Society in East Cork. He expl

CORK continued

Seamus Lantry highlighted the stro
statistical evidence that the withdrawa
the occupation forces also involved a §
stantial entourageof loyalist followers
who would not accept a Republic
administration. Statistically, the majori
of these were non-Catholics.

SECTARIANISM
Dr. McCarthy was followed by Profesy
sor John A. Murphy:

But the most telling criticism of thi

native city can be gauged from the siage the 1916 Easter Rising and thered his involvement with Gerard Murp

acknowledgement given them by their
political opponents, a debate on thgir
legacy has heard.

"Prof. John A. Murphy said Ma

improve the lot of Corkonians durin

good faith was recognised by thejr
Unionistopponents on Cork Corporatiof.

"When MacCurtain died, the expreg-
sions of sympathy came not least fro
the Unionist representatives on the Corpgr-
ation and it was Unionists on the Corpofr-
ation who seconded the motion for the
election of Terence Mac Swiney..."

"That proves that what they were doir|g
forthe city in that short period, when thgy
set out to explore the social problems pf
poverty and poor housing, was accepted
in good faith by people who didn't ha
any political sympathy for them.

"While both men were cast in a hero|c
mould, he added, it would be wrong
think of MacSwiney's hunger strike
being undertaken out of some kind ¢f
pacifist idealism as it was simply part gf
a wider strategy, including arme
struggle:" (rish Times 15.3.2011).

John A. Murphy said thatThey were
Lords Mayor of a city they loved deeply.
They lived and died for the city as well
the country"(E. Echq Cork, 14.3.2011).

In his opening remarks, Profess¢r MacCurtain said she believed strongly th

Murphy quoted fellow colleague at Uni
ersity College Cork, Dr. Andy Bielenber

Independence onthe Protestant popula
was a much more sober and accur

author Gerard Murphy. Murphy added
that"Theology today has no impactin the
Republic'

"Ireland owes more than it will probabl
ever realise to the Christian Brothers..
am an individual who owes practically

everything to the Christian Brotherd" Dr.McCarthy on certain remarks he ma
eregarding Gerard Murphy's bodke Year
Of The Disappearancemnd highlighted

(Eamon de Valera, on the centenary of
death of Edmund Rice, 1944).

. engage in the War of Independence—y
conflicts which she described as Irelan
first and second civil wars of the 20
Curtain and MacSwiney attempted {o century. She also wondered about
mandate of those who engaged in
their short tenures as lord mayor. Their Civil War and the Northern conflict.

of The Irish PressTim Pat Coogan:

lican who criticised the biased formatid

of the panel and particularly the long an

Republican stance of Professor John
| Murphy.

"Many involved in all those conflicts
had been inspired by both Mac Curta

and MacSwiney but had disgraced their

memories with their brutality..."li{sh
Times 15.3.2011).

MoORAL INTEGRITY
The final speaker was the former edit

"Coogan said MacSwiney by his deal
on hunger strike brought 'a moralintegrit
to the struggle for Irish freedom but H
believed that the legacy of both Mg
Curtain and MacSwiney had been squg
dered in a modern Ireland blighted
corruption..." (rish Times 15.3.2011).

"Tim Pat Coogan brought the debd
into the present day and the curre
economic climate. He said: 'The 100
so people who have led us into this currg
crisis should face a court of law ar]
prison'..."Eve. EchpCork, 14.3.2011).

AUDIENCE RESPONSE
MacCurtain's granddaughter Fionnua

but for the Irish Volunteers and men like
,» MacCurtain and MacSwineyywe would
whose study into the impact of the War pf not be sitting here today with the possibil
orof a free and just IrelandIT, 15.3.2011).
hte  The 500-member audience participal
assessment than some of the wild figufesin a limited series of questions and co
thrown around by Dr. McCarthy and the ments. Amongst these were:

Peader Beecher, veteran Cork Rep

Dr. John Borgonovo of UCC correcte

VOand described in detail how Murphy
i'Smade a travesty of the events he purpo
h to describe. (He wrote to a number
henewspapers about this but his piece
hesuppressed. It appears elsewhere in
magazine).

" "Governments may think and say w

they like, but force cannot be eliminatg
and it is the only real and unanswera
power. We are told that the penis migh
than the sword, but | know which of thef
POr two weapons | would choose.”
(Lieutenant-General Sir Adrian Carton
th Wiart, an old Oxford boy & British war hero
V'

e
c SINN FEIN
- The newly elected Cork Sinn Fein
Y issued a statement:

"Politicisation of MacCurtain—Mag
Swiney debate 'inappropriate’ claims
br "Jonathan O'Brien TD has descrilj
Lt the politicisation of Friday night's debd
4 on the legacy of Tomas Mac Curtain g
Terence MacSwiney, during which me
bers of the panel launched attacks
republicanism both past and present
completely inappropriate.

"Deputy O'Brien said, 'Friday nightls
debate at City Hall was billed as a seri
reflection on the legacy of two of t
city's most honoured sons, Tomas
ty Curtainand Terence MacSwiney. Instq

it turned into a highly politicised attaq
4 on republicanism both past a
present'..." (14 March 2011).

te
nt

a
At

It is impossible to imagine whenevg
any debate on the deaths of MacSwi

N political. They were huge political eve

I- when they happened and have inevitg
A.remained so ever since. Depoliticisi
them would be like depoliticising the

d of Independence itself, i.e., making th
He and the war meaningless events; this

amostodd contribution to the debate fr,

a Sinn Fein TD.

b-and MacCurtain would not have beln
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MacCurtain/McSwiney Legacy

A Revisionist Slap In The Face For Cork

"WE NEED THIS 1890s-1916
generation like we need a hole in the
head given our current difficulties. . .
thisgeneration havenothingtoteach us
in terms of our current predicament.”

Dr. John Paul McCarthy of Oxforg
University was speaking ata Commemd
ative Debate held in the Cork City Hall 0
Friday, 11th March 2011 to celebrate t

Bicentenary of the Christian Brothers Cdl-
lege, the North Monastery, Cork 1811-

2011. The theme of the Debatdidc
Curtain & MacSwiney—a legac
squandered or fulfilled?

manipulated by the newsreel footage
both mayoral funerals that preceded t

outflanked in my hometown.
"While Chairman Pat Cox expertly
ejected the drunks who wanderedin fro
the quays, | did my best to wheel tl]
heaviest historical guns into place and
fire them directly..." (J.P. McCarthy
Sunday Independer20.3.2011).

Dr. McCarthy launched into a revisior]
ist tirade from the word go; he left th
Cork city audience in no doubt as to wheg
he stooda legend squandered or fulfilled
the ex-North Monastery boy who has ma|

Df elsewhere and they are not known fjr

. , '©dying on hunger strike.
public debate, | wasn't in any mood to e

"He criticised this generation for it
limited capacity to think in the abstrag
and said their approach to politics arf
public administration cast a long, da
shadow over the lIrish State until thg
1950s, whenitessentially collapsed under
the weight of its own contradictions.

"We need this 1890s-1916 generatig
like we need a hole in the head given glir
currentdifficulties... this generation ha:
nothing to teach us in terms of our currefit
predicament..." Itish Times 15.3.11).

The Debate was held on the annivgr-'good' at Oxford had no doubt that it w@s "l told the crowd about P. S.

sary of de Valera's defeat in 1926, at ang legacy squandered.

Extraordinary Sinn Fein Ard Fheis, aftgr
which he resigned as President of Sihn
Fein and set up the Fianna Fail party. The
debate was chaired by Mr. Pat Cox, for
Progressive Democrat founder, an ex-
and former Independent MEP for Munstdr.
Ms Fionnuala MacCurtain and Profes-
sor Cathal MacSwiney-Brugha made brigf
presentations on behalf of the families.
The panellists were Tim Pat Coogan;
Ruth Dudley Edwards; Professor John A.

"Historian, Dr John Paul McCarthy
likened MacCurtain and MacSwiney an
others of the 1890-1916 generation
Lenin's theory of the vanguard, where|
small unrepresentative elite dictates t
pace of change through the momentd
of violence. "

But surely Leninist vanguardists dor]
put themselves up for election under t
rules laid down by the enemy—that's wh
happened in Cork, Limerick, Derry an

Murphy and Dr. John Paul McCarth
(Cork & Oxford).

"Throughout the debate, which gripp

the audience for more than two hours, t drish Political Review is published by
e

panel both agreed and disagreed with
motion" Eve, Echo, Cork, 14.3.2011).

"Former Mon student John Paul Mg
Carthy and Dr. Ruth Dudley-Edwardp
received the coldest reception when thgy
said that MacCurtain and MacSwine
did not have a mandate from the peop
and that sectarianism was use.ibid.).

le

But there was only two actors in thiE
drama: Murphy, an old revisionist, an

McCarthy a "young fogey"! The old
master couldn't contain his ebullient pup§!

"Heavy Guns"
The opening speaker was Dr. McCarthy:

"Already feeling more than a littlg
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Hegarty's essential bookhe Victory of
Sinn Fein

"Here, O'Hegarty recalled a bitter co
frontation with Cork City's No 1 Brigadd

in 1920, having been apprised of sorge
looming plan that he considered “fiendis
and indefensible” and which he tried §p
sabotage by appealing to the invertebrgte

principle of Dail supremacy" (20.3.2011
"Those opposing me were impervioys
to the petitions of O'Hegarty, de Valerd,

Hubert Butler, O'Connor, O'Faolain ang

Bishop Cohalan of Cork who said i

1923 that “Protestants have suffergd

severely during the period of civil war i

the south”..." {bid.).

At the debate, McCarthy referred 1
Maurice Moynihan, former Private Secr¢
tary to Eamon de Valera and Editor of tige
book,Speeches And Statements of Ea
de Valera saying that Dev regretting
words in criticism of the RIC, of Dev's
"sorrow and shame"

Dr. McCarthy was laudatory in hi
praise of Gerard Murphy's 2010 publig
ation The Year Of The Disappearanceg,
Political Killings in Cork 1921-1922
adding thathis book was even better tha
my own U.C.C. thesis"

He called onthe audience to beg, borrg
or steal Hubert ButlerBscape From The
Ant Hill. And complained of how poo
Butler was treated by Archbishop Jo
Charles McQuaid.

continued on page 27
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