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PRESIDENCY

The function of the Presidency in the state is to represent the past in the life of
It is an institution without either legislative or executive powers. Creating the fu
the business of the Dail. But the future is a modification of the past—except whe
catastrophic general upheaval brings about a kind of Year Zero in which the pas
relevance. And the Dail at present seems to be adrift in the present with little s
the past, and therefore little sense of a viable future line of development. A Pre
which made a point of representing the past would therefore play a particularly
part as ballast that would keep the public mind on an even keel.

The big event in the life of the next Presidency will be the centenary of the
Insurrection. A Fine Gael Minister has expressed the hope that it will not be a mili
commemoration. The state has in recent years been wallowing in the celebr
British militarism. The British war of destruction on Germany and Turkey has
presented a®ur War. But the war that was actually our war must not be celeb
because it was a war against Britain. And yet it is only by entering the realms of
that one can think that an independent Irish state would have come into being a

acknowledged by Britain if it had not been established by the use of force that Britain

unable to crush. Britain was not going to give up anything to mere votes.

Presidential nominations are not closed as we go to print. Of the possible can
three stand out as being distinctive in some way: David Norris, Michael D. Higgi
Robert Ballagh. Two are Protestants, one is homosexual, and all three are
interested in the Arts. Norris is a colonial Protestant of the Ascendancy kind and
is what used to be called a Dissenter in Ascendancy times. While well-meaning,
is inclined towards globalist ideology—for example he described as genoci
Myanmar/Burmese refusal to give the United States the free run of the country
with the consequences of the typhoon a couple of years ago. But he has one s
national achievement to his name—the creation of TG Ceathair. That s a big pl
favour.
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EU Issues—
, fiscal union?
ciety

re isfhe Irish Timeseditorialised on the
sdrHEO crisis on 16th June:

as no'The tectonic plates of international
nse fpance began to shift four years ago this
densi&.lmmer. The world has since been living
ith repeated tremors, the consequences

sef f the earthquake of Lehman Brothers'
collapse in 2008 and near-constant fear
9160f further, possibly even more damaging
ristiacupheaval. Poorly designed structures built
ion @ftop fault lines of finance have been
eenaffected most severely. None is bigger or
ted More at risk than the euro.”

ntasi[his is the grandiose style of hyped-up
d be F .
\&n ogy that is usually an excuse for

inking. And it goes on:

"As Europe's debt crisis deepens, with
idate%?mors running through the lItalian and
an erian peninsulas, unscrambling the egg
f currency union is not an option. The
ronggbtes and coins in pockets, from Helsinki
llagky Palermo, Bratislava to Tralee, can't be
ggingeplaced overnight with legacy
thecurrencies.”

dea{[ solution is then suggested, or rather
stidlipped in:
"...completing the euro project by creat-
ing a fiscal union appears to be the only

‘ continued on iaie 2‘ |c0ntinued on iaie 6|

UN Membership
For Palestine

In September, Palestinians intend to
apply for UN membership for a Palestinian

nised as d'non-member state"” This

by the US.

at the UN in the Autumn by being recog- of their territory. However, it will permit

the State of Palestine to apply for member-

requires a simple majority in the UN ship of a variety of international bodies,
General Assembly and cannot be blockedincluding the International Criminal Court

(ICC) with the possibility of serious

State in the 1967 borders, thatis, in Gaza Asfarbackas 1974, the Palestine Liber-0Onsequences for Israel. Remember, for

and the West Bank, including East Jerusa-ation Organisation (PLO) acquire
lem, the Palestinian territories that Israel observer rights at the UN. At present, )
Palestinians have a permanent mission af'ar ¢fme-

has occupied by force since 1967.
It is expected that the US will veto the the UN with observer rights, but as

membership application in the Security liberation movement, notas a state. Being

Council and the application will fail. recognised as'mon-member statedill
However, Palestinians are confident thatnot materially alter these rights.
they will succeed in enhancing their status

Nor will it alter one whit Israel’s control

d example, that under the Rome Statute of

the ICC, colonising occupied territory is a

@ PALESTINIAN STATE DECLARED IN 1988

In November 1988, the PLO declared
the establishment of a Palestinian state in
the 1967 borders. With this declaration,

continued on page 8




showed that O Cuiv has solid support all
around the country.

CONTENTS That Irish Timespoll showed David
Norris to be the front runner, though not
having achieved the required nominations
despite the strong support of the Sir Anth-

EU Issues. Jad.( Lane . . . ony O'Reilly press. The talk then was that
UN Membership For Palestine. David Morrison it would be a blow to democracy if Norris

Readers' Letters: Worse To Come? Eamon Dyas; failed to win sufficient nominations to get
Gerard Murphy, "Ethnic Cleansing' And A "Disappeared" Jew. onto the ballot paper.
Manus O'Riordan Norris, while being a Zionist, was an
Stranger Than Fiction. Conor Lynch advocate of Palestinian rights and critical
Gilmore Supports Palestine State. Report of 'settler' encroachments on the West

Poems. Wilson John Haire. The Madness Of Imperium; Bank. He was the sort of candidate who
The Day The Dream Died could expect to get Second Preferences

Sinn Fein Still 'Owns' West Belfast. Sean McGouran Rrﬂqtmhn}?ny q:ijartteliSFmOE;e Scl) thﬁn .Gay
Editorial Digest (Respecting Traditions; The Twelfth; Loyalists; Missing Flag; Wiltf(]: neo ’ :?ti%uljr)t/)reoalgg aeealp(?tlvl\;:alznat
Orange Order; Feud?' Royal Black Preceptory; Belfast Lord Mayor; Moyle; P ppeal.

The Coward Kenny; McGill Summer School; Low-Paid Hit) Lhdilféoé?]tl;%?;Cl?ézfllelgéer%g?ﬁsdhgzjavb:_rl]t?

ten to the Israeli Supreme Court. This
character reference was on behalf of his
former partner, an Israeli Jewish dissident
who had a relationship with an under-age
Palestinian boy aged 15. (It might be said
Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (Child Abuse, State And Church; Orwell And that an Arab who has had to cope with the

Johann Hari) State of Israel is certain to be much more

Biteback: The War And The Emergency, Philip O'Connor; mature than a Western child of th:’;lt age.
Israel Unresolved, David Morrison: The age of consent in Israel is 16. 'Statut-

John-Paul And The Brits, Sean McGouran ory' in that context usually means consen-

. . sual. Nevertheless, statutory rape did take
? : - . ! . .
Does It Stack Up ? Michael Stack (Cloyne Report And The Catholic Church; place.) With this revelation, Norris's sup-
USUK; Somalia)

port fell away, even though he had not
made a secret of his views on these matters.
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The Truce Of 1921. Nick Folley (Report of Padraig Og O Ruairc talk)

Shorts from the Long Fellow (Labour Court & JLCs; Enda Kenny; Protecting The
Bond Holders; The War On Drugs; Comparative Statistics)

Murdoch And Gallipoli. Pat Walsh

Totalitarianism And Garret The Good. Desmond Fennell
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Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: o . .
WikiLeaks And Labour The elimination of Norris as a serious

contender for the nomination has done a
favour to Fine Gael. Israel has an obvious
interestin helping Fine Gael, especially as
thereis anactive Zionistgroup inthe Coalition
—the first ever in an Irish Government.
Ballagh seems to be the one who could,Gael nomination for the Presidency after o _ S
without embarrassment, represent the pasfighting off a strong challenge from Pat  Public discussion of Norris's indiscret-
of the state amidst the flux of the present. Cox—who was admitted to the party to 10N has brought forward the suggestion
Norris, to judge by things he has said pursue his declared aim of winning its Fhengb“C Fepfesher?ta‘_“"es should be rer?u-
over the years, sees the formation of thebacking for his candidature. Bizarrely— gﬁai:gC:l?gtlflteirsttaetléslntg{.l\l/g?tli(t)'\j\/so:.lr}dt beé
state as a great mistake. That is moreinview of what he did to wreck the Commission as much. or more tb the goint for the
relevant to the election than his remarks—Cox s regarded as an expert on Europe gy erse {o take plé\ce? The Wikileaks
aboutthe prevalence of pederasty amongsGetting the Fine Gael nomination is of reyelations have confirmed that, not only
the founders of democracy in ancient consequence, because the party hopes tgenior Irish politicians and Ministers were
Greece. Itwould certainty be useful if he win the Presidency for the first time ever. reporting to, and receiving advice from,
got a nomination, provided that he stood the American Ambassador, but also top
as a candidate of the Reform Society . . - o . civil servants (seeabour Commenback
ublicly advocating a return to what rem_y Fianna Fail that it is not fleldlng a Cand.l- age). ArChi\/(e research has revealed that
Pt y Ing date. The Party has chosen the W|nn|n£ - :
ains of the Empire, openly supported by presidential candidate ever since the Officer ¢, Crush Ambassador is also the long-
it : - Py term confidante and adviser of the Irish
the British Ambassador—who appears towas established. Eamon O Cuiv has bee'Establishment If there is to be a register
be operating quite openly in Irish politics mentioned as a contender even though h%f official foreién contacts, it would bge to
now. has not put himself forward. It would the point to have such eﬁcounters in the
Norris has been going around the coun-have been surprising if he had done so, ublic domain
try meeting the people for the first ime given that he is the Party's best chance of o
ever. He has had to wait on culchies out'e-connecting with its roots, should he  Meanwhile, the system that DeV put
there amidst the bogs. Itwould beinterest-bgcome leader. Thqugh not standing, t.hen place_—whlch requ[red can_dldates fo_r
- : o Irish Timedreated him as a contender in the Presidency to achieve solid supportin
ing to know if, on his first venture out of a poll it conducted and found that he hadsociety in order to obtai ination—
the West British enclave in Dublin, he has 2 P : y In ofcer to ob1ain a nominaton-—

: ' least support amongst the long list of has proved its worth. The President is
got to like the people, or whether they have congigates. Surely the explanation for elected directly by popular vote, by propor-
made him feel an alien more than ever. thatjs that he was not standing, rather thartional representation, but candidates are

a lack of popularity? The Fianna Fail nominated by members of the Oireachtas
Gay Mitchell managed to get the Fine leadership election a few months agoand local Councils.

(back page)

A communication has been received from Jeff Dudgeon. It will appear next month.

Itis a measure of the demoralisation of



CENTENARY
Regarding the centenary, it is of so
importance to know what 1916 was.

was an act of war, undertaken by a Govef

ment against a foreign enemy. That is
was an act of the Irish Republican Brothe
hood. The IRB was the Government

the Republic. Of course it was the se
proclaimed Government of the self
proclaimed Republic. What else could
have been? Britain ruled Ireland by rig
of conquestand made it clear thatitdid n
regard Ireland as having any democra
right to secede from the conquest.

policed Ireland intensively, nipping inde

pendentdevelopments in the bud, making|e4,ing them worse off and making no real inroads into the economy's private d

the Independence movement of necess
a conspiracy whose first piece of practic
business was military.

The Risingwas an act of a Governme
and its leaders held positions in th
Government—which is more than can &
said for the desultory rebellion in Liby

ht think that they are safe from the levels of required austerity that has not really b

al people's everyday needs (which | presume means utility companies and oil a

nt,is well run.
at

y particular philosophy begins to take on a British persona in the months to co

ZLETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITO

n_
itWWorse To Come?

= Interesting interview with Terry Smith—a barrow-boy type financial buisinessman

bf who is Chief Executive of Tullett Prebon, the broking firm—on BBC Radio 4 this
f- morning, 29th July. He discussed the recent Eurozone 'solution' and says that it only

- "kicks the problem down the road". More interestingly he went on to discuss the situation
it for the British economy and says that everyone in Britain is living in a fantasy land|if they

en felt
awhat

|t Present Governmentthe public debt has been growing month on month since it ca
power. The public sector needs to be radically reduced far beyond current plans
percentage of the mortgage-paying public is only paying interest-only repay
. ebt. On
1tyy private note, he said that he himself invests in equities in large companies which supply
nd gas)
gold, and currencies in safe countries like Norway which has huge financial reserjes anc
He's obviously been schooled in the monetarist college and seems to be
e Straight out of the Tea-party philosophy but it'll be interesting to see just ho

coming
w that
e. The

which has just been recognised as thgmonetarist school has dominated economics in the USUK for so long that there can't be

legitimate democratic Government b
France, the USA and Britain. And th
IRB fought a week-long battle in Dubli
while the new ’'legitimate democratic
Government of Libya has yet to set foot
Tripoli.

Open democratic development i

y
e

a working economist out there who knows anything else. As they struggle tp seek
answers, the most obvious one is the current Tea-party perspective which has the benef
of talking in language which monetarists understand, as opposed to the language o
. Keynes.

Another factor which invariably influences the perspective of these people is the army
N of Business School graduates dominating large companies. In Britain the numbef of new
Business Schools and Colleges/Universities offering degrees in things like Blisiness
Studies and Business Management has exploded since Thatcher and the foundation th;

Ireland was made possible as a directtheir courses rest upon is the monetarist mantra. These people dominate business and t
consequence of the 1916 Insurrection gndeconomy in Britain and set the terms under which discussion takes place. As they canno

an indirect consequence '@fur War'on
Germany and Turkey. Britain did not fin
it easy to get back into the routine

wholesale oppression in Ireland after
winning its Great War under the slogan of
"democracy and the rights of small

deny that the financial crisis was caused by free-market activities, and as they canno
comprehend categories of thought outside their received wisdom, they will be pushed to
f the extreme limits of the monetarist philosophy to seek an explanation and solution. This
is what seems to be happening in the US—an extreme monetarist position coupled with
a political populism that more or less squeezes out the pragmatic options that enabled th
monetarists to operate in the real world up to now.
Eamon Dyas|

nations"and with many of its Irish recruits
coming back from the trenches and taking
seriously the slogan that had recruite

them. In 1918 an elected Governme

replaced the conspiratorial Government.

But Britain was no more respectful of th

democracy than of the conspiracy, so therefought Britain for the Republic in 1919-

had to be another war. lItis curious ther

dand preserve a base from which to fight The Republic declared in January 1919
anotherday. This divided the body politic. was based on a democratic election

Collins began to form a new Army, sup- mandate. The Free State was founded on
plied by Britain. He tried to maintain a military action.

€ modus vivendwith the Old IRA that had _
An election had been held a month

e-21, and he used it for subversive military before the Free State was founded in war.

nt

fore that a Minister of the state which operations in Northern Ireland—which is Itis sometimes suggested that this election
would not exist without these military to say, for making war on Britain in the authorised the war that founded the Free
events should object to a military dimen- North, because Northern Ireland was neverstate. Butwhatever itwas thatwas elected

sion to the commemoration. And that
should be a Fine Gael Minister.

UNDEMOCRATIC MILITARISM
In 1921-2 Britain, having failed to

whittle away the Republic by low-intensity

it anything but a segment of the British in june 1922 had not met when the war
state. But Britain's object was to break up,yas jaunched in July. Ifthat Dail had been
the Republican movement that had defied,,ed to meet before the event, it would

it for three years. Collins found himself : :
increasingly beholden to Whitehall, and not haye authorised making war on _the
republicans. The Government which

increasingly ordered about by it. In July
1922, while he was actively collaborating Waged that war was not the Government

police and military operations, threatened,ith the OId IRA in the North, he was that won the election: it could not have
to launch a thorough war of conquest of ddenly ordered to make war on it on thebeen, as the Dail did not meet to vote it
the kind it had carried through against theflimsiest of excuses, or else Britain would into Office. It was the 'Government of

Boer Republics twenty years earlier, unle
the Republic was set aside and a Gove
ment under the Crown put in its place.

A group led by Michael Collins agreed

Ssbegin the reconquest. Thatis what we callSouthern Ireland’, an institution operating
rnthe Civil War. under British authority, which started the

war.
The Free State was estabhshed n th|S Elections in a System of representative

to set up a new Government under Britishwar. Its establishment was a militaristic government are not self-interpreting

authority and to ward off the re-conque

st event. events.

3



Britain had interfered directly in the possibility ofthe minority party governing in the 1930s, and then the Fascist order in
election campaign. Collins and De Valera with the majority party locked out. That Europe was broken by the war of the
agreed a programme to putto the electorateprospect was warded off when the SpeakeBritish Empire on Germany, which in its
That did not suit the British purpose in admitted Fianna Fail Deputies without initial phase was very much a war on
imposing the Treaty. So Collins was taking any Oath at all. That was in 1927, Germany rather than on Fascism.
ordered summarily to Whitehall and the when the two parties were equal. After the Fascist era ended, Fine Gael's
Election Pact was vetoed. He returned on The Free State Party survived a Vote oforigins as a Fascist movement became an
the eve of the election and ended theConfidence with the help of thiish embarrassment to it. But, with the intelli-
Pact—sort of—so that what was to be TimesEditor, who kept John Jinks, an gentsia being predominantly Fine Gael,
voted on was far from clear. And then, Independent who supported Fianna Fail,this was easily dealt with. It was written
before the elected representatives couldaway from the Dail for the critical vote. outof history—just as the Official Repub-
meet, he was given the ultimatum to makeCumann na nGaedheal then governed folican war in the North a generation later
war on the Republicans—or else. the next four-and-a-half years with a was written out of history by the present

stringent 'law-and-order' policy directed allies of Fine Gael. It was argued by the
Democracy againstthe Communist Party and the IRA, Politics Professor at University College

The Free State won the war with British which it declared were the reality behind Dublin that Fine Gael could noeally
arms. De Valeradelivered his resoundingFianna Fail. have been Fascist because it did not
address to the defeated Republicans—the  Fjanna Fail won the 1932 Election and succeed in establishing a Fascist regime,
Legion of the Rearguard—and Republicanformed a Government with Labour sup- and the real Fascism was the camouflaged
resurgence began. The Free State Partysort. It called another Election in 1933 Fascism of Fianna Fail. That is how we
calling itself Cumann na nGaedheal, andwonitoutright. Cumann nanGaedhealdeal with our history.
rapidly lostits bearings—possibly becausethen merged with a small Redmondite

ofthe loss of Collins inan absurd escapadeparty, supported by soft Unionists, to form
—but possibly not. Collins showed him- 3 Fascist party called Fine Gael, to fight CHURGH AND STATE

selfincreasingly bewildered by the turn of Communism and defend the Treaty. It Fianna Fail sustained the Parliamentary
t . I . system throughout the Fascist era and
events. . . _ formedthe Blueshirts as afighting organis- Fine Gael had to submit to it after 1945
As the Republican (Anti-Treaty) senti- ation to deal with the subversive Parli- And in order to return to office Fine Gael
ment of the country asserted itself ever amentary system, as the Brownshirts wer

more strongly during the 1920s, the Ffeedoing in Germany just then. Then ir]Eiqad to do a deal with Clann na Poblachta.

State stuck ever more stubbornly by the1936, when General Franco struck againstThat Is one of the merits of the Parhament-

Treaty, for which ithad been manipulated the Spanish Republic (in what was a war > system—or one of its defects—it
into fighting a war in which it had done rather than @oup), it formed the Irish generates opportunist alliances which
some dreadful things. Its loss of popular Christian Front to rally active support for subvert principles. .
support at the outset made it dependent omim. The Treaty Party did two notable things
the authoritative support of the Catholic  Wwhile these things were going on, o 'S retum to Office in 1948: it blew
Hierarchy, leading to the abnormal Britain launched the Economic War 22 thelasttenuous connection with the
relationship of Church and State. ggainst Irish trade when Fianna Fail Treaty by formally withdrawing from the

(Abnormal, that is, for a Catholic country stopped the transfer of the 1903 land British Commonwealth and Empire, which

—the separation of Church and Statepurchase repayments to Whitehall. The_Flanna Fail had made a dead letter but left

having been one of the great innovationsmain export market for agricultural pro- place; and it proclaimed the subordin-

of Roman Catholic Europe. In Protestant- duce collapsed, and Ireland had as yet éaltlon of the State to the Catholic Churchin

ism Church and State were one.) weak industrial sector. But Fianna Fail medical matters.

Then the survivals of Redmondism kept winning elections, and it resisted . The relationship of Church and State
gravitated towards the Treatyite Govern- pressure from the influential Christian o two centuries—which will, presum-
ment and it was in no position to drive Front to recognise Franco's rebellion as2Ply: continue to exist—was determined
them away. And of course the Unionists the legitimate Spanish Government— 200 years ago in the great Veto Contro-
joined in, since the Treaty State was recognising it only when it became the  ~c' > amongst Catholics. Henry Grattan,
intended to be a British state. facto Government in 1939, in the Westminster Parliament, proposed

Cumann na nGaedheal governed in a Catholic Emancipation Bill—a Bill to
strictly Treatyite spirit from 1922 to 1932. The conflict over the Treaty arrange- admit Catholics to the Legislature. It

ment, which dominated politics in the included the proviso that the Government
1920s, became a conflict betweenshould exercise a right of veto on the
Parliamentary democracy and Fascism inselection of Bishops—a list of nominees
gthe 1930s. The intelligentsia of the society should be submitted to it and it might
was Fine Gael with a Redmondite tinge. strike out any it thought might exert undue
The Protestant/Unionist social residue waspolitical influence. The Irish Hierarchy
not a factor in electoral politics, butitwas had agreed this with Grattan, and the
by far the wealthiest social segment, and itVatican saw it as justa normal arrangement
ensured that thieish Timescontinued to  between Church and State. Indeed there
The utter military defeat of the Anti- be published, despite its minuscule readerwere states where the Government chose
Treatyites in 1923 marked the beginning ship, as a potential political influence who was to be Bishop. But a great cam-
of an Anti-Treaty resurgence, which got biding its time. It was not militantly paign against the Veto erupted in the
stronger at every election. The Govern-Fascist as Fine Gael was, but it wasDublin middle class, set off by Walter
ment then used the Treaty Oath to keepsupportive of Fascism. Cox's influentialrish Magazine It raged
Anti-Treatyites out of the DAlil, raisingthe  Fianna Fail curbed Fascism in Ireland for many years with the older clergy and

In 1924 it suppressed the Republicans
within its own ranks who regarded the
Treatyite State as '&stepping-stone'to
independence. In 1925 it half-recognise
Northern Ireland as whatever it was, tacitly
acknowledging that the Boundary Com-
mission, which had played a partin gaining
supportforthe Treaty, had been a swindle.



the Jacobite laity supporting the Veto, and William Cosgrave before him.
the new progressives of the middle class Cosgrave founded the post-Repul
(led by O'Connell after initial hesitation) State with British arms and priests

opposing vehemently. The Anti-Vetoists Commissars.

won. Twenty years after the dispute began The LondonTimescomments:

Peel broughtin an unconditional Emancip-
ation Bill. Catholics entered Parliament

and the Church remained free of entangle-
ments with the Government.

The Government also attempted to
introduce State payment of the priests.
That too was defeated.

There were places where the Church,
Protestant or Catholic, was an instrument
of State authority. Ireland was not one of
them. The oppressive Church, fromwhich ) )
the Irish Timesis now celebrating our  Which Government did the Churg
liberation, never had a shred of StateMaKe or break? "It certainly helped
authority attached toit. We had no Catholic Make the Treatyite regime of the 192

"The Church has dominated Irish li

where 92.6% of the population identifie
itself as Catholic at Partition, the Chur
could make or break governments.

poor, rural and pious country it ran m
schools, hospitals, orphanages and o
social services. No politician dared

inspired fear more than love..." (Ju
26).

challenge its authority. The Churgh

|'
°° Stranger Than Fiction

C

o FoOrEIGN AMBASSADORS

sinceindependencein1922. Inarepublic The Papal Nuncio(Vatican Ambas-

d sador)to Ireland is Guiseppe Leanza. The
Ch Chairman of the Fine Gael Parliamentary
aParty, Charlie Flanagan, has called for

|
<T5t Leanza's immediate expulsion from the

hegountry following the report into child
[0 abuse in the Diocese of Cloyne. Flanagan
accuses the Nuncio of colluding with Irish
Y citizens to break Irish law by organising
cover-ups of abuse scandals, which would
h be enough to make him an unfit person to
to be an Ambassador—indeed had he not
had diplomatic immunity it would be
)S'enough to have him thrown in jail.

Ecclesiastical Court, though we once hadButthenthe party of the excommunicated gt | eanza did much more than that.

took over, gave refuge to the unorthod
and Miriam Lord cannotfind ajuicy Fianr]

That oppressive Church had no StateFail guotation to go along with Fine G3a
support. Its only support was the people it2nd Labour.
oppressed. And that oppression consists
almost entirely of false memory imagined
afterthe event. Itis notwhatwas experien-

a Protestant one.

In the early 1920s Cosgrave, maki
war on the Republican substance of

ced. Itis what some people began to feellndepe_n(_jenpe movement, gave an afra
of public institutions over to the Church fo

in retrospect that they should have experi- X
enced. But if any substantial number of 'Un: and that could not easily be undg
people had experienced the status of thd€"n years later. -

Church as oppressive and rejected it that Judge Patwell,inMunster, was reporf

DX, He organisedand promoted the breaking
a of the law. He, and not one of the local
el Catholic clergy, was the prime mover in
the whole affair. Itis anindictment of the
Taoiseach Enda Kenny and the Foreign
ha Minister Eamon Gilmore that it was neither
heofthem who proposed the major (orindeed
ny other) step against Leanza. They left
it to Charlie Flanagan Doubtless our
'leaders’ will now watch the polls and look
N€at the tea leaves before doing anything.
But expel the Ambassador? Unlikely.
ed|reland has developed the habit of cower-

would have been an end of it, because itd" theCorkmana couple of months ago &s ing before foreign diplomats over the last

status depended entirely on them. ThetfOWINg out a case brought agains
priest thirty years after the alleged eve

aforty years. It began with the then British
nt. Ambassador, Sir Andrew Gilchrist (1967-

only power of the Church was the power L
of the public opinion that supported it. 1€ Plaintiff pleaded that the case co
not have been brought earlier, becaus

"Enda Kenny, with steely eloquence, i _
has ended decades of government obeistN® terible power of the Church. Witho
ance to Romesaydrish Timesolumnist

Miriam Lord. And she asks: Church ever had such power, Patwell

not let the case go to trial because

this on the floor of Dail Eireann? In a .
country where taoiseach John A Costello atallforthe Ias_t ten or fiiteen years. It
once declared: 'l, as a Catholic, obey myprotested against this that the awes
church authorities and will continue to power of the Church left a disabli
do so in spite ofThe Irish Timesor  psychological condition in the individu
anything else..." When Noel Browne, which long outlasted its actual influen

after the rejection of his Mother and

going into the question of whether the

Id 70). He began a more or less open cam-
oPaign to undermine the Irish State. First
t through his strengthening of British control
of the Irish Timesand then his blatant
idintimida\tion of the Lynch Government,

h with close assistance from his Fine Gael

eIackey,Liam Cosgrave-resulting, among

€l other things in the arrest of his opponents
Sin the Irish Government, Neil Blaney and
M&harles Haughey, and the subsequent
g notorious Arms Trials. Since his intimid-

| ation was entirely successful, and Lynch
e, bowed to his every whim, there was hardly
dlikely to be any comeback against him!

Child Scheme publicly said'l, as a Catho-
lic, accept unequivocally and unreserved- . !
ly the views of the hierarchy on this heaped on it from all sides.
matter'. And the late Brendan Corish...
once famously said 'l am, of course, a
Catholic first, an Irishman second'..."

(30.7.11).

from its spell when the Church was [In
public disgrace and contempt was bejng

There are obligations on citizenship. T
Citizenship cannot exist if those obligjp-

The Origin Of Irish Catholic-Nationalism,
Selections From Walter Cox's [Irish
Magazine: 1807-1815.  Introduced and
Edited by Brendan Clifford. 136pp. Illus.
Index. 1992. €12, £9.

he Veto Controversy by Brendan Clifford.
Anaccount of the fierce dispute among Irish

tions are not met. Individuals in a dermn|o-
cracy cannot be compelled to act the part

Catholics, between 1808 and 1829, as to
whether the appointment of Irish Bishops by
the Pope should be subject to a degree of

Could she find no statement from a of citizens. If they failed to do so in paits
Fianna Fail leader saying that kind of of the country, the adaptation of the law
thing? the failure by making itself patriarcha

The power that Enda Kenny has con-pastoral institution is certainly not tH
demned is not that of the microscopic way to encourage people to live up to
foreign state in Rome which intervened obligations of citizenship. That belon

unwarrantably in our affairs. It is the to a different kind of civilisation. And i

his own party: John A. Costello, and the heart of the abuse scandals.

)S
[
inheritance of the founders and leaders ofseems to us that it is this failure that id at

Government influence, as was generally the
case elsewhere. Includes Thomas Moore's
Letter To The Roman Catholics Of Dublin
(1810) and extracts from polemical writers
on either side: J.B. Clinch, Dr. Dromgoole,
Bp. Milner, Denys Scully, Rev. Charles
O’Conor etc. 203pp. 1985. €20, £15.

Fianna Fail, The Irish Press And The Decline
Of The Free State, by Brendan Clifford.
Index. 172pp. 2007. €12, £9.
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On December 1st 1972 the British Army actions—they would not have regarded theirthan by the head of the Church in Ireland,
bombed Dublin. Jack Lynchwas still  activities as sins—but the confession box thatquivering wreck of indecision and denial,
Taoiseach and did nothing. Indeed suchcan also be somewhere some people mayardinal Brady.
was the cover-up, that this particular bomb-choose as a safe place to talk about things. So far the scandals have been confined to
ing is barely remembered—especially with The_re is much confusion among non-— the S_oyth. Now Deputy FirstMi_nister,_ and
the horror that was to come. SupervisingCatholics as to what confession is. The practising CatholicMartin Mc Guinnesss
Britain's activities in Dublin at the time Justice Minister can be forgiven for not leading demands for the Church to be exam-
was Ambassador John Peck. He wasn'tnderstanding the matter—he is Jewish.ined in the North as well—and in spite of
even disturbed. Another bomb was set off-rotestants don_'t understangl it, nor (_Jlo manwpposition fr_om some Church leaders. Mc
in Dublin on 20th January 1973—again nominal Catholics. There is a bellef that Guinness will get hls way, as usual. Inthe
on Peck's watch. Lynch did nothing when _someone does somethlng bad—Sogth many Catholics have simply wandered

On 17th May 1974 came the 'big 6ne' commits a sin—he goes to confessmn, tellsoff into .nothmgness or smart aleckry.

A mixed b f lar British A d " the priest, gets absolution and is told to say This is not the case in the North where the
IXed bag of reguiar briush Army and - ¢, 3¢ prayers. Thatis the end of the matterChurch is very relevant indeed. This could
Ulster Defence Regiment, flying under A'jine is drawn. This is not the case. mean more rigorous investigations and well
the UVFflag of convenience, setoffbombs g grants absolution and the priest is aas a spirited defence of what is good in the
in Dublin and Monaghan killing 34 people. ¢onduit. In the confession box the priesthasChurch.  Perhaps by the time of the
This was to pre-empta Fine Gael rebelliontg make judgements. Is the penitent makingEucharistic Congress in a year's time, Ulster
organised by Garrett Fitzgerald againsta clean breast of things? Above all, is hecould be leading a movement against the
proposed further draconian legislation. It determined never to repeat his actions orlethargy, the permissiveness and the smug-
succeeded. Involved this time, especiallyindeed, more often, his thoughts, for thoughtsness that have pervaded the Church in many

in getting the bombers safely back North are an awful lot more common than actions?parts of the world since Vatican 2.

were British agents in the Gardai in If the priest is not satisfied he will not gra

nt Conor Lynch

Monaghan and Dublin—including the then absolution. But the matter does not

:
'y

head of the Special Branch, Supt. Garvey.there. The penitent, in the nature of things a

Though the bombing was convenient convinced Catholic, otherwise he wouldp't
for the Taoiseach, Liam Cosgrave, he maybe there, must now live up to his promisgs.

or may not have been in on the initial The priest is out of it. N
conspiracy. He was certainly involved in _ Absolution remains conditional. If th
the cover up. penitent does not continue with his dete

The response from the Irish (West
British) ruling elite was terrible. At first
Cosgrave refused to have the tricolour -

. . the Lutheran position where there has tg

ﬂﬁwn at‘)t fsalf-m?st IIIn Dlljb“tn gndSMonah— adetermination to live a good life accordi
ghan, but eventually relented. Speecnes, ) neran principles. Some at least of

effectively excusing the bombings were | \;heran Churches have communion a
made by Cosgrave; Justice Minister Paddyqonfession. Communion differs from t

Cooney; Attorney General Declan Costel- catholic sacrament in being in both king

lo; Conor Cruise O'Brien; Labour Party pread and wine. The Lutheran doctrine
Minister Jim Tully; and Opposition Leader salvation is"justification by faith alone"
Jack Lynch. The only politician of note to Al true believers are saved. It couldn't
roundly condemn the bombings and sendmore different to the Calvinist position whe
his condolences was Unionist Leaderyour saving is pre—determined, for gue
Brian Faulkneiin the North. Allthistook who!, and you can do more or less as
place on the watch of Ambassador Sirlike—hence the good conscience inrunn
Arthur Galsworthy (1973-6). slaves, massacring peoples, etc. Good w

More recently we had the incident of don't enter into it for Lutherans or Calvinig
people carrying out criminal acts, includ-  Confession is not the prevention of ch
ing murder, on behalf ofthe Israeli Govern- abuse, as we have seen. Confession i

This is probably a greater 'cure’ than all
therapy groups puttogether. Itis different

ment, using stolen Irish (and other) pass-Nas beenabused—sometimesto avoid giyin

scandal—more often to protect the sen

orts. Nothing was done againsti$raeli
b g g figures and the institutions of the Churd

AmbassadqiZion Evrony. The only con-

ination to improve, there is no absolutign.

EU Issues

continued

real alternative to preventing it joining
failed monetary unions in the dustbin of
history."

he
to Fiscal union is one of those solutions

bethat are now appearing on EUophile wish
ng lists.  Political union, a United States of
he Europe, a Federal Europe: these are other
ndfavourites. And of course if it was a matter
e of wishing solutions all our problems
S, would be solved, immediately. Thsh
oNn Timeseditorial makes no effort to spell
outanything about how such amomentous
?: proposal might be put into practice.
SS  Itwould mean a Minister of Finance for
OUEyrope. What EU institution would he/
)nr%she be appointed by? The Commission,
the Council, the Parliament? Such athing
ts . e
|g IS not allowed for by any of th_ese institu-
sefions.  Even the omniscient Lisbon Treaty
indn its foresight does not cater for one, and
ior where would non-Euro members stand,
h. €.9., the UK. So it is not possible within

Confession is not a perfect solution, but i
one of the best about. Prevention is su
better than punishment. Meanwhile, ther
nothing to stop the arrest of people
abuse both children and the sacramen
—confession. We will not hold our brea]
waiting for the first Bishop to be haul
through the gates of Mountjoy.

tact between the Irish and the Israelis on
the matter took place in Brussels—not in
Dublin or Tel Aviv. At least the British
and the Australians expelled some diplo-
mats. So Leanzais probably safe enough
unless the Vatican pulls him out

THE CHURcH Crisis

One of the knee jerk reactions to the
Cloyne Report is Justice Minister Alan in disarray. It needn't be so. But Bish
Shatter's proposal that priests have to reporClifford of Cashel and Martin of Dubli
any suspicion of child abuse obtained in theseem to be the only ones keeping th
confessional. That would really mean the heads. Defending the Church in no wj
end of confession as a sacrament—even ifmeans defending the awful rogues within
the rule applied only to child abuse, which of But it does mean coming clean about th
course it wouldn't. One of the greatest rogues, however many there are, while do
scandals in the recent war in the North wasthe best possible for an institution that ser

The Catholic Church is, to say the legst

is the existing framework. But then the
elypresent framework is getting more redund-
isant by the day.

o The only alternative would be an inter-
ofgovernmental Minister for Finance. Inter-
h governmental rules OK nowadays! And
d on such a basis, as it is all to do with
sovereign Governments taking decisions,

itis inevitably a matter of deciding which

< country he/she will come from. There are
an increasing number of countries that

eirneed not bother applying for the job. There

ay is surely only one with the right CV and

it. the necessary cloutto ensure proper setting

bseand collection of taxes—Germany.

n

e% This is the most sensitive area of all for

the discovery that the British had been puttingso many people. The tendency, howeve

Not that IRA men would beonfessingheir

bugs in in confession boxes in West Belfast.to throw out the baby with the bathwat’T

, isany Government—the setting and collect-
r. ion of taxes for its electorate. People con-

Thistendency is nowhere better represerjtecsent to be taxed at present because they



The Government is not obliged to hold a knew, and remember, a world before the
referendum on changes to the Lisbon EU and the Euro. It's a great pity that the
Treaty paving the way for a new bailout |atter do not have such memories as it
mechanism in 2013, two legal experts woyld help get matters into perspective
have said. about how the current state of the EU has

have faith in their State and consider that
itis deserving of their taxes. The collecting
and paying of taxes is basic evidence of a
considered political commitment and of
the confidence that exists in the institutions

"Former attorney general Paul Galla-
gher..., and senior UCD law lecturer
Gavin Barrett, told a joint meeting of the

of the State. People will not want to pay
taxes for something that does not exist,
never mind not having confidence and
commitment to it.

People will not pay for a pig in a poke.
But that is what is being suggested that
they do. Doing it for 'Europe’ will not
suffice because that has become a piece of
rhetoric in the absence of a definable
political structure that has created mass
and enthusiastic commitment for its politi- i .
cal aims and objectives. The sentiment, Arguing legalistically, the experts
must be created before anything eIse'ns'_StEd _|t was all perfec_tly OK to the
works. But Europeans are being asked toSatisfaction of the meeting they were

acceptthatthe object of the political projec . :
is the proper collecting of taxes. That is whatever about the political absurdity of

putting the cart before the horse, but thi/hatthey were sayingand where itleft the
EUophiles can conceive of no otherEY @nd 'Europe’ as a meaningful entity.
political purpose for their project, apart | € EU isbypassed from playing any part

from the rhetoric and that cuts no ice when!n S€curing the Euro, the most important

it comes to the nitty aritty of paving vour issue inthe EU. The Euro, therefore, is not
taxes. y grity ot paying y dependent, or indeed related to the EU in

any way! Not many people know that!

vote. The complex changes, due to be
passed inthe Dail nextyear, aimtoremove
an existing clause banning bailougsish
IndependenB0 June, 2011).

t addressing. There seemed to be no concern

come about.

One of these dyed-in-the wool sceptics

Bar Council and the European Union- is Andrew Alexander of th®aily Mail
funded Institute of International and Euro- and he recently commente@®fie should
pean Affairs that the amendment to the not laugh over financial crises. All the
Lisbon Treaty does not require a national same, the confusion about Greece and the
euro will cause some chuckles, even from
the most solemn of banké&¢g July, 2011).

He goes on to suggest a way forward:

"Some EU governments fear the break-
up of the euro would threaten the union
itself. And then where would we be, ask
the faint hearts. The word is EFTA. Say
it slowly: itis a pleasant word. It takes us
back to the time when Britain established
this free trade zone including Switzerland,
Portugal and a few European peripherals
for the purpose of removing tariffs and
restrictions. Its aims were not political
like the EU. The European Free Trade
Association still exists. It was cut back in
size when we decided to apply for
membership of the Common Market, as
it was then called. Why not a movement

. Yes, everything was rosy in this
Find The Lady| 'Europe’, and Paul Gallagher almost went

The EU is becoming a paradise for into ecstasy about how Europe since 1945
lawyers and agraveyard for commonsensehad become nothing less than thegh- This is just poking fun at the EU and of
The Lisbon Treaty has to be revisited point of world civilisation, since Homo course we would not expect a full history
because ‘bailouts’ break the Treaty and aapiens appeared on earth over 200,0000f EFTA from him. But | doubt if any of
permanent financial rescue mechanism isY&ars ago".lt was hard to credit a grown our EUophiles could or would give any
needed. The current 'bail-out' can be helgnan, indeed an erudite man, lapsing intohistory of it either, or see any point in
to be legal in terms of EU law by claiming sucha rhapsod_ytc_) trytokeep hi; spirits updoing so. Apart_ from gnyth_ing else they
it's coping with a natural catastrophe ang@nd those of his listeners. He did protestwould be betraylngthelragglftheyshow_ed
is exceptional. But that will not do in the too much. they knew too much about it. That's a pity

long-term, as the problems it is dealing A clear conclusion is that Anthony ;)ecause there is a very a salutary lesson
with are going to be permanent. As Ger- Coughlan should not bother his head about - the European project in the history of
many is the major paymaster, and its Courtsthjs development. The Crotty Judgement FTA. . T
will most likely not allow the country to requiring constitutional change to be put Far from beingnot political”itwas the
fund the permanent bailout—beingillegal to referendum and all that is beside the ‘S"Y °PPOSIte. Itwas setup to counterand
—there is a problem. point. We have moved on, away from the prevent the EEC from developing. It
So change the Treaty, make itlegal andgy, and these speakers seemed to see r%)athered all possible non-members and
close thatavenue. Butsuch adrastic chang@roblem at all with this. It's legally OK Uture members into a free trade arrange-
is surely a change that necessitates &ndwhatelse matters?AnthonyCoughIanmemto counter the protectionist EEC and

referendum in Ireland and maybe else-has won his point. The EU is being by- sought to stop it in its tracks. However

where. No, comes the reply, as the changgassed by its Member States when theIreland did not join, though encouraged to

is not going to involve the EU—itwillbe  chips are down. The Union has faded, 00 SO- Itthen knew all the pros and cons of
the individual Governments makinginter- Now it's a collection of States or a Union freetra_?s which Eczrtamlyl does not k.n.owl
Governmental agreements among them-or whatever you're having yourself. Anth- o ' 1€M It had not lost its critica

selves. On this argument, with the EU ony can rest easy. The EU is discreditingf"’wumes_though it had no objection

machinery not being called into play, there jtself faster and better than he could everwhatever to joining European organisa-

is no need for Treaty amendment. On thishave dreamed of. Epns._lt flllad hgia beII;;]fuIIhc_)f free ttr)age
view, the EU does not exist as far as this istorically and knew what this new body
bailout is concerned. was up to. Those were the days!

It's like the three card trickfind the Back to the future?

lady'—now you see her now you don'. British Eurosceptics are enjoying the  The protectionist EEC thrived and the
Two legal eagles explained this recently: current problems of the Euro, as is to befree trade EFTA declined. Then Britain
"Legal experts say Lisbon can change SXPEcted. They are very sorry for the statedecided it had backed a loser and joined
without a referendum. of Greece (smirk, smirk) but they can say the EEC. But it did not abandon EFTA in
Former attorney general Paul Gallagher W€ told yousoSome of them have longer spirit. Rather, it set about making the EEC
and senior UCD law lecturer Gavin Barrett. memories than the EUophiles, as theyan EFTA and it has succeeded! That's

7

to explain the benefits of EFTA, as they
were once on offer?"



called political determinationand sticking First, the state submits an application (1946-2002). Today, there is onlyen
to your instincts. Harold Macmillan usgd tothe Secretary-Generalin aletter formally "non-member state~The Holy See.
an analogy toencourage British memberaccepting a member's obligations under Currently, Palestinians have a perman-
ship of the EEC to the effect that Britajn the UN Charter. ent mission with observer rights at the
would be to Europe what Greece was|to Second, the Security Council considersUN, butas a liberation movement. Becom-
ancient Rome—the brain to direct the the application. Any recommendation for ing a"non--member statg®ecognised by
brawn. For Macmillan it was no doulpt admission must receive the affirmative the UN means that Palestinians will con-
what we would call a bit oplamasto | votes of9 ofthe 15 members of the Council,tinue to have observer status but now as a
make the British feel good about entry. IHe provided that none of its five veto-wielding state, with a territory—Gaza and the West
could hardly have imagined how succegs-permanent members—China, France,Bank, including East Jerusalem—
ful they would have been. The EU ngw Russia, UK and the US—have voted recognised by the UN.
defers to Britain on all crucial matters but against the application.
the favouris notreturned—andwhy shoyld  Third, if the Council recommends "O ccuriep” oR " DISPUTED" TERRITORY
it? admission, the recommendationis present- |, resolution after resolution, the UN
Remembering EFTA s_hows _how the ed_ to the Gen_eral Assembly for consider- Security Council and General Assembly
EU today has betrayed its heritage gndation. Two-thirds of the members presenty, .o declared the West Bank, including
now, in fundamentals, has become al_m pstand \_/otn_"ng must vote for admission for the East Jerusalem, to treccupied'territory,
indistinguishable from what was specific- application to succeed.
ally set up to destroy it.

within the meaning of the Fourth Geneva
Convention. So has the International
Jack Lane _ THE EXPECTED SCENARIO  Court of Justice when in July 2004 it ruled
The following scenario is expected 10 |gr56's construction of a wall in the West
unfold at the UN in the Autumn:- Bank to bécontrary to international law'

UN Membershi P (1) Palestinians will formally apply for UN This is important since Article 49(6) of
. membership for a state inthe 1967 bordersthe Convention bans the colonisation of
For Palestine (2) The application will be considered by the 0CCupied territory, saying that the occupy-
continued Security Council, which will probably ing power"shall not deport or transfer
Palestinians accepted the Objective of a establish acommittee todo so. This processparts OT its QWI’I CiVi!ian pODUIation into
state on just 22% of Mandate Palestine, May take weeks. the territory it occupies”

with Israel continuing to exist in the other (3) Meanwhile, Palestinians will propose a  However, Israel has never accepted
78%. Since then, the way has been open resolution in the General Assembly asking thatthe West Bankeccupiedterritory,
for a"two-state solution” But, it has not ~ Members to support the recognition of a from which it might be expected to with-
been achieved because Israel has refusegPalestinian state in the 1967 borders. Thedraw completely some day. Instead, it
to withdraw from the territory meant for PUrPose of this is to demonstrate the claims that it is"disputed” territory to
the Palestinian state. strength of international feeling on the which it has as much right as Palestinians.
In response to this declaration in 1988, ';zl:sbir:g fcl: tv%rtt;sfsotiraﬁnj:r%lége/sﬁigufgcrzllHencg, thel Fourtr;] Gefneva ICor.wentlo.n
close to a hundred states in the world pajesine. (éc:fs?_'tappy?nd t.terefore |C'? onlsatl??hls
recognised a Palestinian state and grante(e4 9 bers of the Securi -_Hence also, 11s retusal to accept the
it full diplomatic relations. This number ) or more members of the Security 1967 border—the Green Line—as the

. . Council vote to recommend to the General i iati i ini
has increased to around 120 in recent oo o D  red UN basellne'fornegotlatlonSW|th Palestinians
months as a consequence of a worldwide ssembly that Falestine be grante about a final border between Israel and an
aq membership, then the US will have to cast

campaign for recognition. its veto in order to block it. It is not eventual Pale's.tlnlan state. .

Other states, including Ireland, while  expected that France or the UK will veto it. UN recognition of a Paltlestlman state,
notgoing as far as recognition, established China and Russia are expected to vote fof P€it 8'non-member state’n the 1967
some form of diplomatic relations with it. it. borders would be a powerful statement
In January 2011, Ireland upgraded Pales'(5) Assuming the Security Council doesn't from the Wof'd thgt Gaza and all of th?
tinian representation in Dublinto thatofa recommend UN membership for Pales- West Bank, including East Jerusalem, is
Mission. tine, Palestinians intend to apply to be a‘t'h(.e terrltolry of a Palestinian state and not

Palestinians are now seeking the ulti- "non--member state” recognised by the "disputed‘territory, as Israel would have
mate form of international recognition for  UN. This requires a simple majority in the it. It follows that the transfer of any part
their state, that is, UN membership. General Assembly, which will be easily of that territory to Israel can only come

Writing in theNew York Timesn 17th achieved. about if Palestinians consent. The Green

May 2011, PLO Chairman, Mahmoud Line has to be the baseline in any

Abbas, made the following appeal: RIGHTS OF A " NON-MEMBER STATE"? negotiations with Israel about territory.
"We call on all friendly, peace-loving In the words of the UN websit&on- Of course, Israel will continue to occupy

nations to join us in realizing our national member state$iave'a standing invitation the West .Bar]k, including East Jerusalem,
aspirations by recognizing the State of 1o participate as observer in the sessionsPUt now it will be the territory of a UN

Palestine on the 1967 border and by Sup-3n4 the work of the General Assembly” recognised state, if Palestinian plans are
porting its admission to the United realised.

Nations." and"to maintain a permanent observer

mission at [UN] Headquarters"
How To APPLY FOR UN MEMBERSHIP A considerable number of states that MEMBERSH'P OF INTERNATIONAL  BODIES
UN membershipis granted by the Gene-have since become full members of the Being a'non-member statedill allow
ral Assembly upon the recommendation UN were firstnon-member statesThese ~ Palestine to apply for membership of a
of the Security Council. The procedure is include West Germany (1952-1973), wide variety of international bodies, inc-
as follows:- South Korea (1949-1991) and Switzerland luding the International Court of Justice



(ICJ) andthe International Criminal Court hand, it says that a UN vote would be ment activity (including natural growth of
(ICC). If Palestine becomes a party to themeaningless, while on the other hand itsettlements)"
ICC, then it would have jurisdiction over hasmounted an extensive diplomatic cam-
the occupied territories eind Israeli actionsPaign to persuade States not to supportthe tina of t#S ISOLAIE? ASSN EU
in these territories would be SUbjeCt for initiative. With most States, it hasaccepted mee Ing 0 e Quar € ( ! !
1ese ) ) : gRussia and the UN) on 12th July 2011,
the firsttime to international Iegal scrutiny. hoped for whichwas Supposed toagree aframework
The ICC will have jurisdiction overthe i itficy it for Israel to argue that the fOF renewed negotiations, produced no-
occupied territories, albeit for offences N should have no part to play in the thing. According tdHa'aretz the frame-
committed after Palestine becomes a party;reation of a Palestinian state, since thevork proposed by the US was one where
toit. Remember, for example, that Article UN General Assemb|y was crucial to the territorial discussions WOUId begm from
8.2(b)(viii) of the Rome Statute ofthe ICC creation of the Israeli state. The Declar-the 1967 borders and include mutually
defines ation of the Establishment of the State of 2dréedterritorial exchanges, and that Israel
"the transfer, directly or indirectly, by Israel says as much: would get recognition as thimational
the Occupying Power of parts of itsown  "On the 29th November, 1947, the NOMe Ofthe Jewish peoplehere was no
civilian population into the territory it United Nations General Assembly passedMention of freezing settlement building.
occupies” a resolution [181] calling for the estab- Itis difficultto believe that the US adminis-
as a war crime. Israelis active in the lishmentofaJewish State in Eretz-Israel; tration thoth_t t_hat this would be accept-
settlement building programme could in ~ the General Assembly required the ablje o Palestlfnlang. In an);]eyent, the EU
future be found guilty of war crimes. inhabitants of Eretz-Israel to take such @n Russia refused to put theirnames to it
In January 2009, after Israel’s militar steps as were necessary on their part fond no statement was forthcoming from
( y ' Y the implementation of that resolution. the Quartet.
assaulton Gaza, when over 1,400 Palestin- s recognition by the United Nations  This is indicative of a developing rift
ians were killed, the Palestinian Authority  of the right of the Jewish people to estab- between the US and the EU over Israel/
attempted to get the ICC to accept lish their State is irrevocable." Palestine. Back in February, the US was
jurisdiction over the occupied territories.

It can be guaranteed that an element o2 ItS OWn in opposing a resolution in the
It made a formal declaration to the ICC, the Palestinian case at the UN this Autumn>gcurity Council calling upon Israel to

under Article 12(3) of the Rome Statute, will be that Resolution 181 also provided ¢€a5€ all §ettler£|<|alr51tuactivities in tg? Par!es-
stating thatthe Government of Palestine for the establishment of an Arab state int'n'a? t;arntory. states voted forthe
hereby recognizes the jurisdiction of the 44% of mandate Palestine and that a”reslstcl)u 'Ol.nk' v that the US will be isolated
Court for the purposes of identifying, Palestinians are asking for now is the =S UNIKE hat i€/ Will b€ Isolate

. L ' P 0 ‘o Jiffi to the same extent in the Autumn on UN
prosecut|ng and Judg|ng the authors and recogn|t|0n OfaState on22%. ltis d|ﬁ|cu|t . . .

X ° ) for Israel (and the US) to combat that membership for Ealestme. .W|Ilthere be a
accomplices of acts committed in the argument common EU position on this? Probably,
terrltory of Palestine”. The_ I.CC has_ye_t 0 It may Be a coincidence that the Israeli MOt However, apart from Germany, very
determine whether or not it is permls§|b!e Deputy Foreign Minister, Danny Ayalon, few EU states have publicly opposed the
under the Rome Statute to accept jurisdic-

: > olatute has just released a YouTube video that”aléstinian UN initiative. = Most have
tion. The decision hinges on whether gismisses the 1947 partition settlement ad €S€rved their position and the likelihood

Palestineis a State, within the meaning thaving "no current |ega| Standing‘and is that a majorlty of EU states, inCIUding
Article 12(3).) relies entirely on thBalfour Declaration ~ '"éfand, will supportit. .
and its incorporation into the British David Morrison
IsRAEL'SRESPONSE  mandate by the League of Nations, as the 24 July 2011
Israel's response to the Palestinian initi-Source of Israel's legitimacy in Palestine. THE MADNESS OF IMPERIUM
ative has been contradictory. On the one

AMBASSADOR ZAKH SPEAKS Depleted uranium-tipped shells,

In a letter to thdrish Timeson 14th
Gilmore Supports Palestine State July 2011, Ruth Zakh, the Israeli Depu
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Eamo Ambassador, accused Palestinians
Gilmore, made the following statement in the "violating its agreements with Israel an
Dail: the entire framework for Mideast pead
"The continuing Israeli military occupg-  py seeking premature recognition of
ation of the Palestinian territories is at the pglestinian state in the UN'She claimed

heart ofthe unresolved Arab-Israeli confligt. 4~ o \ch step would breach the inter
The issues which have been critical for

Israel for most of its history—the existenge agreement from 1995, aka the Oslo|ll indestructible, old as the earth itself,
of the state of Israel and its right to live[n Agreement, Article XXXI (7) of which| it jives 4.4 billion years,

peace and security—have for many yeprsStates: . - the lungs, through the bloodstream it weaves,
been accepted in principle by most Arab "Neither side shall initiate or take any ¢, gink into the water table.

and Palestinian Opinion. It is the Continui g Step that WI” Change the status Of tr € Universal Outrage meets the veto
occupation, and the creation and growttj of ~ West Bank and the Gaza Strip pending yj s France, against Babel. ’
illegal settlements on the occupied lanfls, the OUIQOme‘l of the permanent stathis The beloved weapon of NATO.

which are now the major obstaclesto peqce. negotiations. Too many Iraqi new-born deformed,

"l consider itan urgent priority objective, This is a bit rich coming from a rept  after the winds blew to delirium

missiles, bunker-busting bombs,
Y punches through armour like butter, fells
OT air defences with aplomb,
H fit for purpose,
€ at the moment.
& (excluding habeas corpus)

The momentserved, the price of procurement,
Myranium dust to breathe,

both for Ireland and the EU, to help achigve . . .
the end of the occupation and the establ sp.resentative of astate thathas, inthe inter

ment of a sovereign Palestinian state, living "€@rly doubled the number of Jewis
in peace alongside Israel. This has beer thesettlers on the West Bank, including E3
consistent view of Irish Governments since Jerusalem, added considerably to t
1980. Itis long overdue, and it remains fny settlementinfrastructure and built a mag
viewthatthere should be a state of Palesjnejve wall, 700 km long. This settlemer
and very soon." construction is, of course, in violation g

Mand the earth glowed as a firefly swarm.
h  They strive to create a Herculaneum.
StNow Libya plays host

e to the screech of heavy metal

S-that turns humanity into ghosts,

t  animals, insects, the delicate flower petal.

f Wilson John Haire

http://debates.oireachtas.ie/dail/2011/07/13/00011.asp | the Road Map, which Israel signed up

fo 13th April, 2011

in 2003 and agreed tfreeze all settle-
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Socialist alternative” His flyer was

Election Retrospect "Printed and publishedy Election agent,
John McAnulty of Socialist Democracy
Sinn Fein Still 'Owns' West Belfast (the former Peoples’ Democracy).

There was a by-election for the West tothe Assembly and to Local Government ~ The Greens got their MLA re-elected,
Belfast (Westminster) seat on Thursday, (most parties, thriftily used the same mater-and three Councillors. Their flyers urged
9th June 2011. It was due to the fact thatial for both), the SDLP in west Belfast €conomic development, better education
Gerry Adams was standing for a seat inused the "Strong Leadership” slogan. Itisand a reduction in class sizes, protecting
‘another jurisdiction’. Much was made of possible that Alex Attwood sees himself the NHS, and other good things. It wasn't
his having to apply for various 'offices of as a credible leader of the Party. Theremuch different from the handouts of the
profitunder the Crown'. Apparently these may not be much to lead relatively shortly. obviously 'left' parties, quite why they
were brought out of some dusty closet justHis brother Tim stood for Belfast City can't sink their differences is difficult to
to embarrass Adams. (You wonder whatCouncil but didn't succeed. The SDLP understand. SinnFeéin has made itimplicit-
the denizens of Downing Street and played up attacks on some canvassers. Ity clear that Irish unification needs the
Westminster think happened at RUC was hooliganism or more 'extreme' Repub-consent of a credible majority in Northern

'Interrogation Centres' if they think this licans, not the Shinners. Ireland. And they are the only party that
sort of Gilbertian nonsense is going to  Eirigi stood in West Belfast and did not is likely to bring about a united Ireland.
discommode Sinn Féin.) doverywell. Itwas arespectablevotebut 1. 1917 Russian Revolution can

Paul Maskey stood for the Westminster they are not going to unseat Sinn Féin forhardly be the object of any but historical
seat. He already sits in Stormont—nobodya while (SF cultivates the seat: it does nOtcontroversy these days. The multitude of
accused him of 'double jobbing as he istake itfor granted, publishing two journals Republican, and Socialist groupscules are
extremely unlikely to go to Westminster. forthe area. The SDLP claidadersons-
Except, possibly, as the Tyrone-Australian town Newsds 'a Sinn Féin paper’, but it
comedian Jimeoin put itto take a shite gives everybody who can produce a
and use the photocopier"There was a quotation their chance. Alex Attwood
tiny hope expressed that Sinn Féin mightquotedAndersonstown Newia his by-
slipinthe election, given Adams's personal election flyer.
standing. The turnout was very low
(37.5%) but SF's share was still 70.6%.

allowing the legacy of Ireland's 1916 to be
relentlessly rubbished and are doing
nothing about it. They can't really plead
poverty or ignorance. They have head-
quarters, regular publications, and sub-
stantial international ramifications, from

The 'Left' did not do well in the May Which they can access money and plant to

p Ad < sh 71.1% in 2010 elections. The Workers' Party (thef publish material. The Workers' Party had
eIy Adamss snare was /.27 1n ‘Ireland" somewhat downplayed in the two regular publications, the CPI (Com-

Alex Attwood, SDLP, came a bad second, North) put up four candidates. They all munist Party of Ireland) still does. Where

et erer gt very smalotes. Therubers vt ter defence of elands poiical
People,Before Profit) who got a healthy1 d!mmlshlng—but they aren_‘t growing legacy
1,751 votes. Worked on that could getelther. The PUP (Progresswe_Umonlst Traditional Unionist Vo |
him into the City Council. Party) got one (Belfast) Cou_nC|IIor, 'Fhe raditional Unionist Voice also got
Mr. Carroll probably shaves. The veteran Hughie Smyth. Brian Ervine three Councillors. JlmAII|ster,th9Ieader,
AIIiaﬁce candidate, Aaron Mcintyre (David's brother), a schoolteacher angbecame an MLA for North Antrim (the
judging from his eleétion material prob,- _rathergoodwrlter, stpodfortheAss_embly, seats are muItl-rr]embe_r based on the
ably doesn't yet. He is a second year " East Belfast, as did Dawn Purvis (now Westminster constituencies). TUV did not
archaeology stu.dent His flyer reads an Independent), who has had a Blla_rltedO _aswelllnthe Iocal/_Asse_mny E!ect|on
"Alliance has continuéd to grow, increas- ‘m_ake ove_r'. Sh_e left the PUP, and, likeasitclearly hqped. IE|s ar.].tl_SF' Sinn Fein
ing significantly our represen'gation at Brian Ervine, failed to get a Stormont wantsto abolishthe "11+". TUV supports
council, Assembly and Executive Ievel..."seat' She :_supported Naomi '—0”9 in it, and grammar schools, but.does not give
But AIIi,ance is not really a force in the Belfast, East in the UK Gene_ral Electl_on. any reall reasonvyhy. Itdescnbes‘Northerr}
land. It amounts to the couth Unionist (Something worth remembering nexttw_ne Irelaqu ed.ucat|on System as ‘Ruaned’.
' Alliance waxes indignant about Loyalist TUV is worried about the Irish language

Party. The flyer boasts of Naomi Long's skullduggery. Mr Ford, the Party leader and road signs:Christian Have Rights

taking of the East Belfast seat, butthatwasWas "appalied" at recent UVF mis- T00" the party is worried about funding

something of a fluke. Attwc_)od's pupllcn_y behaviour in Ballyclare.) "lesbian, gay and bisexual campaitns
showed"a (rather expensive) chair, with they "undermine free expression of core
slogan,"West Belfast needs a strong  tpe gocialist Party (‘Militant' as was) Christian values”, they don't explain how.
leader... ...not an empty sealf didn't  ,;t 5 four Assembly candidates, they TUV wants to "Raze the Maze" (they are
convince too many people. had endorsements on their flyers. Mostly good at catchy slogans). They waigly
Neither the Democratic nor the Ulster, fromthe Republic's SP, and alocal worker. prison buildings'tlestroyed and not made
Unionists seem to have spent too muchOne was from "Clir Dave Nellist, ex- into a"Shrine”. They oppose ‘'wasting'
money on the election. Just as well, theyLabour MP Coventry”. They should have money on, for example, the GAA. (In his
got humiliated, coming behind Gerry thought twice about that. Not because2010 UK General Election material
Carroll. Aaron Mcintyre was at the bottom Dave Nellist is not a decent public rep- Allister boasted of accessing money for
of the poll, though he turned up in the resentative, but because it underlines théthe Orange sector’).
constituency and remarked f&ndersons- ~ fact that, within the UK, the SP / Militant  This is all nostalgic nonsense, pining
town News) how polite people were. hasn't done very well since being purgedfor the days when 'Stormont' was 'Stor-
from the Labour Party. Brian Phelan mont'and the Taigs stayed in their ghastly
Inthe rather confusing electionsin May stood in West Belfast, &&n Independent  hovels (© Terence O'Neill).



One candidate was so exasperated
she left for a real political party. UKIP
(the UK Independence Party) now ha
Councillor in Northern Ireland.

hat

' “Editorial Digest

Other comedy candidates included the Respecting traditions Almost every

BNP (British National Party). Its flye
had the face of a female Aryan we'
dissolved into the Union Jack. It solici
our vote "Because we'itop immigra-
tion" (the term'bog-wog' has never crossed
any English fascists' lips—honest) and it
insists 'No mosques!. However, the
building of mosques in the Wee Blac
North is not a pressing problem. (A pi
really, most custom-built mosques in GB
are genuinely elegant and enhance their
surroundings.) The BNP wants to take the
UK out of 'Europe’. This is a nostalg|c
"fog inthe Channel; Europe cut offbpe.
Not many voted for the BNP, probably ¢
the grounds that we have enough eejits
our own.
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Raymond McCord (whose son was
murdered by the UVF) stood as a genu|ne
Independent on a ticket not dissimilar [to
the Left groups and the Greens. IHe
campaigns against drug-pushing (a
Loyalist paramilitary monopoly), and fgr
more help to prevent youth suicide. Ke
did not get elected.

The Ulster, and the Democrati¢
Unionists had bit of a 'sham fight'. Th
UUP pretended that it could do somethi
different from the DUP. It knows quitg
wellthat, if it got a majority and tried tod
to SF what it did to the SDLP, SF wou
regard such a matter as a relatively mifor
impediment. It is whispered that Mart
McGuinness likes the clubby Stormo
atmosphere, and might pine for it. B
Sinn Féinis a democratic party and Marfin
would have to do what he was told.

The UUP Leader, Tom Elliott, added
the nation's gaiety by denouncing Si
Féiners at the count escum"for waving
the"flag of a foreign county'which they
hadn't been doing—at that point. The
DUP said that sort of language wasn'
appropriate any more. (It's begn
subcontracted-out to TUV.) The DUF's
handout (an A4 fold-over) has the b
headline,"Only One Unionist Party Car
Win", but few were under the impressigpn
that the UUP would make an impact. The
DUP picked a nit (SF's education policies),
but pointed out the party was doing the
best it can in a situation where Unionigts
no longer have the whip hand. It workgd,
they got a very large endorsement frgm
the electorate.

—

g

Sean McGouran

Monday in thdrish News columnist Roy
Garland urges readers teespect each
others' traditions"without ever spelling
out what these traditions are.

The Republican traditiois the struggle
to set up an independent state, 32-County
or even 26-County—depending on circum-
stances. Inthe 26 Counties this was largely
achieved following the Fianna Fail election
victory in 1932 and took the form of being
able to implement an independent foreign
policy. This began with Ireland insisting
on League of Nations sanctions against
recalcitrant members such as Italy and its
attack on Abyssinia. A genuine neutrality
in the Spanish Civil War (unlike the fake
neutrality of Britain) and its refusal to
recognise the Franco rebellion despite a lot
of internal pressure. Having secured the
Treaty Ports back from Britain in 1938,
Ireland was able to make good its neutral
position in World War Two. Afterthe War
it supported Indian independence—
something the Indians are still grateful for.

On entering the UN, it tried, when such
seemed possible, to make that institution
work, and sent several battalions to the
Congo. Then the US assassinated Congo-
lese President Lumumba and almost
certainly had UN Secretary, Dag Hammar-
skjold, killed. Itwasn't quite the end of the
UN but certainly the beginning of the end.
Later Irish soldiers protected the people of
South Lebanon from Israeli Aggression
(at a high cost in dead and wounded)—
something which helped make this writer
very welcome in that part of the world at
the time of the (failed) Israeli aggressionin
2006.

Incidentally, the Irish have always been
to the forefront in supporting Palestinian
rightsinthe region. Later Charles Haughey,
as President of the EU, defied Britain, and
facilitated German unification—a fact

Republican tradition. He hates it. He is
determined to destroy it.

The Orange traditioiis another matter.
The Orange Order was formed in the 1790s
as a militia serving the aristocratic Irish
Parliament in Dublin. Its purpose was to
terrorise reformist opposition to that Parlia-
ment. Effectively Presbyterian opposition
—Catholics, at least in the North, hardly
appeared on the radar at that point. A good
day's work was considered to be rounding
up some Dissenting clergymen and hanging
them.

Initially the Orangemen opposed the
Act of Union as they regarded the English,
and Pitt in particular, to be altogether too
liberal for their taste. Then they decided to
be pro-Unionist as the best way of keeping
down the rising power of thgapists"
They have since seenitas their mainaimin
life to make tle "croppies lie down"That's
the Orange tradition. Respect that?!

The Twelfth. This year a few more recent

‘traditions’ came back into play—most
notably the tradition of throwing things at
the police in Ardoyne and Broadway in
Belfast.

Police behaviour was remarkable. The
Orange parade past Ardoyne inthe morning
passed, asitusually does, withoutincident.
Trouble normally occurs with the return
parade, a totally provocative affair, in the
evening. Butthis yearthere was notrouble
and the Orangemen went on their merry
way. That is the point at which the police
should have climbed into the landrovers
and gone home. They didn't. They hung
around and hassled people and rioting broke
out. Even then it was all over by 2 am.

Each year there is a confrontation on
Broadway, probably organised by Repub-
lican Sinn Fein. Itis almost like two sides
turning up for a football match. What
would happen, as is perfectly possible, if
the potential rioters turned off the Falls
Road and there were no policemen on
Broadway? Oh dear! A few pints and an
early night. But, of course, the police were
there right enough.

acknowledged by Chancellor HelmutKohl. The Loyalist activities were what caught

That, at least in part, is one tradition.

This Irish tradition is not respected by
Garland. Garland is part of a group, the
Orange-led Reform Movement, whose sole
purpose is to destroy any shred of Irish
independence and bring the Southern State
back under the control of the British. They
make no secret of this. Part of Garland's
"moderate” stance on the Orange Order
and what's left of the Unionist Party is to
stop them disgracing themselves in the
eyes of the world, the better to gain
influence in the South.

This was very much the theme of a
speech by the new head of the Orange
Order, Edward Stevenson, to Southern
Orangemen in Donegal recently. Steven-
son is now part of the Garland party, or
conspiracy! Garland doesn't respect the

the eye most this year. The UVF and the
UDA organised as series of attacks on
Catholics. (Imagine the holy fuss there
would be if there was even a hint that the
IRA was organising trouble—as opposed
to trying to dampen it down!) Hundreds of
Loyalists attacked the Short Strand in East
Belfast for no reason anyone has been able
to explain. There was certainly no provo-
cation from this vulnerable Catholic en-
clave. It may be said that the people of the
Short Strand put up a strong defence.
Loyalist groups also organised attacks
on police in Ballyclare, Carrickfergus,
Rathcoole, Coleraine, Derry, Portadown,
and many other places. Ballyclare, a pre-
dominantly Protestant town, was the most
peculiar. Loyalists, as is their wont, put up
some flags, two quite near a Catholic
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church—though the priest didn't seem both-
ered. The police took them all down. The
Loyalists put up more. And so it went on
until the rioting started. Then the police
apologised for pulling down the flags in
the first place much to the annoyance of the
editorial writer on thdrish News and of
Justice Minister, Alliance leader David
Ford, who thought pulling down flags was
agreatidea). Whatwere the police thinking
about?

A loyalist mob attacked members of the
largely Catholic Crumlin Star soccer club

as they returned from a day out at the races

in Dundalk—a day outto avoid the Ardoyne
troubles. They were not wearing any foot-
ball regalia to identify themselves—but
were identified anyway. The mob were
armed with knives, bottles and golf clubs.
Several supporters received serious wounds.

the Royal Black Institution. Enlightenment
there came none. Until, that is, | made the
acquaintance of a former RUC man—now
something of an amateur historian. Two
features of the Black, he pointed out, were
that they did not drink alcohol and, more
importantly, they were all Freemasons.
He was aware of the intimate connection
between the Freemasons and the United
Irishmen.

In the course of discussion we decided
that the Black was set up in opposition to
the terrorists of the Orange Order. Ontheir
ownwebsite the Black say they were form-
ed in 1797, two years after the Orange
Order. They then claim that they have
"scant” records until the 1850s, which is
very convenient—though itdoes seem that

are Angloor Irish. Since becoming Ambas-
sador in September 2009 King has hardly
stopped attending and speaking at events
around the country. He even turned up at
counts in the recent General Election. He
seems even more determined to involve
himself in the internal politics than his
predecessoDavid ReddawayReddaway
publicly associated himself with the Orange
Reform Movement which wants Ireland at
least back in the Commonwealth. Before
coming to Ireland his specialities were
"defence" and security—particularly regard-
ing the EU and its various Member States.
The keynote address, the John Hume
Lecture, was given bnda Kenny. He
addressed the Viceroy, Richard Bruton,
the head of AIB, economist Colm Mc

they were Dissenting Protestants, the same Carthy, James Reilly, Brigid Laffan, and

as the United Irish. The 1850s also saw the

One had three broken bones and another Great Revivalin the North whenthe Protest-
was stabbed. And people wonder why antlines beganto merge by way of splinter-
there is trouble in Ardoyne each year! ing rather than actual merger.

Missing flag. A couple of days before the Niall O'Donnghaile, Sinn Fein's Short
twelfth a man hid himself overnight in  Strand Councillor, has been elected Belfast's
Belfast City Hall, stole the Butcher's Apron ~ youngestever Lord Mayor at the age of 25,
that normally flies over the building and ~ after the Unionist stitch-up on voting was
broke the flag pole so that it couldn't be oOverturned—see last month's Digest. His
replaced. (Another flag was later erected Deputy is the DUP's Ruth Patterson. She ref-
on a side pole.) UUP Alderman, Jim
Rodgers, declared himselflisgusted” failed to have anything to do with him ever
"It's deplorable and sickening'he said. since. Some 'traditions' just go on and on.
No, it's not. Jim. It's very funny’ and you Moyle District Council has decided to twin

need to take some sense of humour itself with Gaza. M0y|e is centred on the
medicine! Now the Unionists are going town of Ballycastle in North-East Antrim
mad because there is a rumour that the and includes Bushmills, Glenariffe,
Alliance Party may support a Sinn Fein/ Cushendun, Cushendall, Ballintoy, Armoy
SDLP motion to either add the Tricolourto  and Waterfoot. The make up of the Council

used to even look at him at the time and has

the mix or have no national flag there at all.

The Orange Orderis still refusing to have
talks about anything with anyone—especially
the Parades Commission or Sinn Fein.
Martin McGuinness has said that if they
won't talk to him as Sinn Fein, will they
they talk to him as Deputy First Minister
alongside the First Minister, Peter Robin-
son? NoWay. And anyway Peter Robinson
has never been an Orangeman. Still, the
Orangemen managed to get the Drumcree
march over with this year without any
trouble.

Loyalist Feud? More rioting took place in
Portadown on 17th July. Again thisinvolv-
ed exclusively Loyalists. A patternis now
beginning toemerge anditseemstoinvolve
a turf war between the UVF and the UDA.
So far they have not directly attacked each
other. But each side is determined to show
its supporters and other Loyalists that it is
'the main man'. In the Sunday papers that
paragon of peace, Johnny Adair, launched
afierce attack on the UVF and in particular

is: Independent 4; Sinn Fein 3; UUP 3;
SDLP 2; DUP 2; TUV 1.

The Coward Kenny. Taoiseach, Enda

Kenny, refused to attend the Connacht
Senior Football Final between Mayo and
Roscommon on 17th July. Itis not some-
thing that Kenny, a former Mayo player,

ever misses if he can at all help it. Kenny

other undesirables; as well as afew decent
people from the unions, Sinn Fein and
others. His maintheme was that he himself
was a rather wonderful person with
fearsome negotiating skills. There is no
evidence that anything the Kenny did or
said anything that eased Ireland's debt.
The situation in Greece and the possible,
or probable, problems for other countries,
were what made the Euro countries act in
a united fashion. As well as that the US,
and probably Britain, are putting pressure
on the Euro.

Kenny also played up his intemperate
outburst against théatican. No mention
either of the Irish State's responsibilities or
those of its predecessor governor of
Ireland—Britain.  Kenny is the longest
serving member of Leinster House. There
were plenty of chances to have a go at the
Catholic Church down the years. But that
would not have been opportune!

This is an odd use of a Summer School
named after McGill. Patrick McGill , a
native of Glenties, who worked as a
labourer building railways in Glasgow—a
common destination for emigrants from

skipped this one as there was to be a protest not Donegal. He wrote about the experiences

only over the closure of facilities at Ruasm-
mon hospital, but also over Kenny's blatant
lying about the matter. Even Eamon Gil-
more, standing infor Kenny in Leinster House
made a crack about the Connacht final.
During the general election campaign,
Kenny stated that the hospital was safe if
Fine Gael got into power. He went further
and urged people to organise themselves
to defend the hospital. Later he claimed

of Irish labourers in Scotland. Especially
his collection of poemGleanings From A
Navvy's Scrapbogk and the novels
Children Of The Dead EndndThe Rat
Pit.  One wonders what this Socialist
would have made of many of those partici-
pating in the Summer School, now in its
30th year. Hopefully we can give a more
detailed account of the Summer School in
the next issue of tHeish Political Review

that he had done none of this. Buttapes ofThe Southern Governmentis playing

his words were produced and he has waffled
about the matter ever since. For those
interested, Mayo beat Roscommon by 13
points to 11.

its pub“c execution of Red Hand Com- The McGill Annual Summer Schoolwas

mando, Bobby Moffat, on the Shankill
Road last May—an event which caused
the resignation of the UVF's political leader,
Dawn Purvis —its only MLA at the time..
Royal Black Preceptory. A matter which
puzzled this writer for many years was the
difference between the Orange Order and

opened in Glenties, Co. Donegal, on 24th
July, by the Viceroy—sorrypBritish
Ambassador, Julian King In his remarks
he made fuss about the recent visit to
Ireland by the Queen of England, and how
good that was for Anglo—lIrish relations.
Presumably that depends on whether you

games with its Enterprise Minister, Richard
Bruton's, plans to pay for the debts run up
in banking and building by hitting the
lowest paid. One minute his leader, Enda
Kenny, supports him, the next he says it's
all just a proposal by Bruton (who tried to
have Kenny dismissed as Fine Gael leader
last year). Inthe end Bruton will probably
get his way (he is supported by the real
financial rulers, in Europe). Opposition
from the Labour Party coalition partner is
probably all froth.

Conor Lynch



Report on talk given by Padraig Og O Ruairc at the River Lee Hotel, Cork year could only be achieved by doubling
on the 90th anniversary of the July 1921 Truce the number of troops to around 180,000 in
the opinion of British military strategists.
Apart from the strain this would put on
The Truce Of 1921 Britain's resources, British public opinion

) was very much against this kind of
Friday the 8th of July was the 90th class whose deaths would have Createqntervention here. The previously hawkish

anniversary of the Truce of 1921 which more waves back_in the UK than mere British military were beginning to realize
precgde_d the final round o_ftalksthatled torank and file _soldlers. To add Fo thesetheywould need to conduct some form of
the signing oft_he Anglo-Irish Treaty later events, the Liverpool IRA carried out negotiation with ‘the Shinners'.
that year. While most people know that large-scale arson onfactories, warehouses
the Truce came into effect on Monday and docks bringing the war to the UK  Itwasin this maelstrom of political and
11th July at noon, it had actually been mainland and convincing an alarmed Brit- military activity that the Truce was finally
agreed several days before. The time lagish opinion that the war might spread to setfor 11th July 1921. With the country in
was to ensure that the various combatantshe UK and they could no longer afford to suchastate of turmoil, it was not surprising
all over the country received the news in ignore it. that news of the Truce, actually agreed on
time before hostilities actually ceased. Further talks occurred in December Friday 8th July, did not reach some com-
It was a major milestone in our history, which again came to nothing as Lloyd batant parties for hours or even days.
particularly the War of Independence. George kept shifting position and in Péadraig gave examples of units of Black
With so much interest in this period still essence wanted to wind the war down& Tans in Galway not learning of the
evident, one may wonder why the only quietly with no official notice, which was Truce until that Sunday, while Tom Barry
event held to mark this anniversary was aunacceptable to the Irish delegation. Forfound outaboutitby reading the newspaper
talk given by Padraig Og O'Ruairc, author much the same reason, talks in Januar@n Saturday 9th. The enactment of the
of Blood On The Bannend other titles, 1921 also failed. The British had made aTruce was set for the 11th July precisely
on behalf of the Irish Volunteers Com- number of demands—such as that thebecause itwas feared that news would not
memorative Organisation. IRA hand over their weapons, there be noreach all parties in time, perhaps resulting
Padraig opened the talk by noting that amnesty for major leaders like Dan Breen,in numerous unwitting breaches of its
anumber of commentators in recent yearsTom Barry and Michael Collins, Ireland terms. Adding confusion were two con-
have claimed that the IRA, aware of the would not be allowed to have an Army or flicting orders—one issued by Richard
impending Truce, did everything it could Navyand, while Ireland would have finan- Mulcahy requesting the IRA to wind down
to 'increase the body count' as it were, incial independence, it was expected to usedperations as the Truce approached while
the final days of the Tan War, quoting it to contribute to Britain's debts from anotherissued by the 1st Eastern Division
Kevin Myers, Peter Hart and Gerrard World War One. Obviously the Irishdeleg- asked the IRAto step up its attacks. It may
Murphy among others by way of example. ation found these conditions unacceptable be this latter order that has given some
Such seems to imply an IRA as more of a historians and commentators the view that
bloodthirsty gang than a politically or  So various Truce talks had been under-the IRA attempted to ‘increase the body
ideologically driven Army of the new way for almost a year before the July count' in the final days before the Truce
Irish state created out of the result of the Truce was eventually agreed on. The situ-came into effect.
1918 General Election and subsequent 1sation for the IRA across the country was ~ Firstly this order would have to be
Dail. Padraig argued that the facts do notvery varied in the period leading up to the taken in context with that by Mulcahy
bear this view out. Truce. A number of hoped-for imports of ordering a winding down of operations.
IRA arms failed, for example, the 400- Secondly, Padraig demonstrated that the
To begin with, Truce negotiations in plus Thompson submachine guns thatwerdacts on the ground do not bear out the
some form or another had been conductedmpounded in New York and the break up 'bloodthirsty IRA" view. He began by
since as far back as September 1920. Thef the Glasgow Branch of the IRA, which noting the number of RIC men killed by
sum effect of these early Truce talks only had been smuggling weapons to Ireland,the IRA over the Truce weekend (5) was
served to convince the British Military by the British authorities. The Dublin IRA actually less than that killed the previous
Command that the 'Shinners' and IRA had suffered a serious setback in Mayweekend (7) and suggested thus thatin the
must be on their last legs, in short as a sign.921 when it lost over 80 men and a largenormal course of events these RIC men
of weakness or desperation. The Britishnumber of arms on an ill-advised attack would have been ambushed and killed
believed they would have the rebellion on the Customs House. For the remainde@nyway—in other words, their deaths did
crushed in a matter of months or less.of the period up to the Truce, it struggled not buck the overall pattern for the time
However, events were to prove they hadto mount ambushes or carry out its otherand the impending Truce did not contribute
made the mistake of underestimating theiractivities and numerous operations wereto them.
enemy. cancelled. In Cork and Mayo the IRA  Padraig noted thatmany IRA operations
Firstly, in a single day Michael Collins' were relatively strong and well-armed by over the course of the weekend were either
squad assassinated théme-de-la-créeme  comparison. Equally for the British, the aborted or cancelled. The Dublin IRA had
of the British spies in what was to be Irish war was a minor one compared to theplanned several attacks and ambushes
known as Bloody Sunday, while at Kil- other wars in which it was simultaneously despite their depleted condition, the one at
michael Tom Barry's Flying Column involved around the globe—fighting for Crumlin was to involve both mines and
demonstrated to the British that the IRA White Russia against the Bolsheviks, some of the few Thompson submachine
had real military capability (prior to that fighting the Turks in Asia Minor and so guns that had found their way to Ireland.
the Tan War had been viewed as a seriesn. Its military was already stretched and These were cancelled by order of Eamon
of assassinations). Furthermore, the Auxi-a decisive military victory in Ireland, which deValera, perhaps mindful of the fact the
liaries killed at Kilmichael were officer was already costing some £20 million a Truce wasimminent. The Barna Ambush,
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had itgone ahead, would have beenone of David Cummins (Protestant), Eric the Truce—hardly the actions of an IRA
the largest operations of the war, whereSteadman (no known religion), Maj. G.B. bentonkilling as many people as possible.
Cork and Limerick IRA brigades joined O'Connor (Protestant and ex-British sold-
forces to ambush a large British patrol. It ier), John Poynton (Catholic) and John Following the talk Padraig took some
was to have involved the use of some 18Begley (Catholic). Some were found shot questions from members of the audience.
mines (Crossbarry had only used three)with the label"Spies and Informers— One concerned the burning of 'the Big
and 120 men. In the event a small patrolBeware'attachedto their bodies, a practice Houses', with one speaker suggesting that,
just prior to the Truce was allowed to pass| was surprised to learn, that had notin at least three cases he knew of (though
unhindered. When the large patrol did originated withthe IRA butwith the British no specifics were forthcoming), the occup-
arrive, the IRA did not attack it as the Army as far back at least as World War ants had no known connection with the
Truce had just come into effect. IRA One. British regime:"they weren't involved in
attacks on RIC Barracks across the coun- Looking into the details of their cases, anything', as he put it. Padraig obviously
try mostly consisted of sniping (rather we learned that Steadman had alreadycould not answer this question fully
than bombing or burning, which would been captured andtried as a spy but escapeslithout at least knowing which houses
have been required to force the occupantsand returned to the area from where hewere in question, but suggested that, as
to evacuate), or attacks on empty barrackswas captured. Likewise, John Poyntonwellas burning the houses of collaborators,
This seems to indicate an IRA 'letting off had been warned to leave the area by theome houses may have been burned
steam' rather than any serious attempt tdRA, as he was known to socialize with because the IRA felt they were about to be
kill as many people as possible, as thethe RIC (which was understood to imply turned into RIC / Black & Tan outposts
attacks would have been carried outpassing tidbits of information to them) which would then be used to command
differently had that been the case. and had been seen regularly leaving histhe surrounding area. | know from reading
British forces were not inactive over house under curfew to join RIC patrols Tom Barry'sGuerilla Daysthat this was
the weekend and killed a number of people;(which both suggested he had specialprecisely Barry's stated motivation for
for example in Cork, Denis Spriggs shot protection in order to flout the curfew and going back to burn Burgatia House. Origin-
by the Staffordshire Regiment atKilgobnet was perhaps acting as a 'spotter' for theally the owner had been accused by the
and John Foley shot in Coachford. TheRIC). He threw caution to the wind, IRA of being an informer but, after an
Buffs Regiment booby-trapped atrenchedignored the exile order and was shot inaborted attack by the British on the IRA
road and when IRA commander Frank consequence. John Begley, a Catholicforces within the house, Barry returned
Fahey had his men retrench it, the minewas a known associate of William Shiels later that nightto burn the house otherwise
exploded, killing several of them. But the (also Catholic) and was presumed to beit would have been fortified against them,
bulk of the deaths over the Truce weekendsupporting him in his activities. Shiels having been attacked once.
occurred as a result of loyalist rioting in had infiltrated the Mallow and Kanturk
Belfast, which started after the IRA there IRA with disastrous consequences for Another speaker who gave neither his
shot RIC constable Conlon. A total of 19 both. Begley was tracked up Patrick St by own name nor that of his grandfather, had
people were killed in the riots, a number of Sean O'Connell and members of Cork'sit "onauthority'from the same anonymous
the deaths sectarian. G-Coy IRA before being abducted shortly grandfather that Frank Busteed did not
So—apart from the Belfast rioting— before the Truce came into effect. He wasshoot Mrs. Lindsey and that someone else
the death toll for the Truce weekend wasshot the day after, breaching its terms.had, though he declined to say who. Pad-
not out of place with what had been Padraig noted that Hart suggested that theaig, not knowing the identity of any of the
occurring up to the time. Had there been afinal example, Maj. G.B. O'Connor was participants inthis anecdote, was of course
real attempt by the IRA to 'up the ante’ shot simply because he fitted the descrip-in no position to comment on the veracity
before the Truce came into effect, we tion of 'an Outsider—a criteria Hart or otherwise of these claims, though |
would expect to see many more deathsascribes to IRA motives for shooting have no doubt they came as a surprise to
than actually occurred. people. In Hart's order of things, being 'anthe descendant of Frank Busteed wias
Outsider' means something like simply inthe audience, a few seats away from the
being different to what the IRA regarded speaker in question!
as 'normal’, though Hart does not define One interesting point was raised from
whatthe IRA regarded as 'normal’, simply this discussion however, which was why
shooting of spies and informers. It has we come to itbyaprocessofelir'nina}tign— the Dripsey IRA had not shot Fr. Shinnick,
also been suggested these spies were al'lt, was r]ot \{vhatever the IRA S wcﬂms vvho was probabl_y as culpable as Mrs.
or nearly all Protestant, suggesting thewere! Eadralg notgdlthatHart'fa|ls togive L|r]qsey In bgt.raqu thg ambgsh to the
IRA was sectarian. Padraig noted thatanyev_lden'cgforthls Outsider stat‘usotherBrltlsh authorities. Padraig replied that, as
Maria Vilianius refers td11 spies"shot than his opinion, and the factthat O'Connorfar as he was aware, the IRA had a general

over the Truce weekend. whereas in factVas & Justice of the Peace. Hart also failgolicy of trying not to shoot clergy of both

the Collins' Papers, from which this figure to explain why, 0utpf26JPsin Cork, only denominations_ (RC or COI) or women,
comes, show that this was the number oftWO were shot while several chers wgrethough Mrs.Lindsey was an obvious
spies shot fothe two weeks of Julyp to captured and releqsed. In his memoirs,exception. The two clergymen, who may
the Truce, with five of these eleven shot IRA memt_)er Coqnle Neenan suggestedhave fallen foul of them were Rev. Lord
over the weekend of the Truce. While it {N'® OPeration to k,'” Maj. G.B. O'Connor (Bandon)_ and Dean F'ndley' Rev. Lord
does seem a larger number, once agaiﬁ("as planned wellin adva_nce and thereforewas notkilled and Rev._FlndIeywasstruck
Padraig examined the evidence and)'2> not mere opportunism based on arwith a b'“T“ object—his death may have
accounts as given by Murphy and Hart MmPending Truce. been accujeptal. Both were Protestant.
and found not all was as they presentit. He  Overall, as many spies were released'vIy own opinion here s that many of the

. . IRA were also devout Catholics—again,
looked at five cases— unharmed as killed over the weekend of g
To page 15, column 1

The other main issue commentators
such as Myers, Murphy & Hart rely on to
paint a picture of an increased ferocity in
the IRA over the Truce weekend is the



ced the Communist Party activist John As the debt crisis deepened it became
Swiftdescribed itas arevolutionary social clear that the policy of punitive interest
change. Wages for the low paid had beerrates for Ireland and Greece was counter-
taken out of the realm of the market. productive. At a European Council meet-
The basis for the High Court decision inglast March the EU conceded areduction

Shorts

from appears to be that legislation has notinthe interestrate for Greece of 1 per cent,
adequately defined the powers of thebuthow could Germanand France concede
the Long Fellow  Labour Court and JLCs. This defect cana reduction in the interest rate for Ireland

be remedied by legislation. But early without losing face? A form of words had
LaBour Court anp JLCs indications suggest that the Labour Partyto be devised to get German and France

The decision of the High Court to is not prepared to defend this social struc-off the hook which Enda had placed them
declare the Employment Regulation ture. Pat Rabbitte has said that the Labouion. Accordingly, Ireland was asked to
Orders issued by the Labour Court andParty will not support any reforms that "constructively engage with tax harmon-
Joint Labour Committees (JLC) un- reduce the wages of low-paid workers. isation"in the EU (see Daniel McConnell
Constitutional has grave implications for But the structure itself is the only means article in the Sunday Independent
the future of industrial relations in this by which the long-term interests of the 10.7.11). In short, the Irish Government
country. This legal decision should be low-paid can be protected. The dismantle-was being asked to make an intangible
seen in the political context of Minister ment of this structure would be the final concession"¢onstructively engagé'in
Brutontrying to 'reform'the JLC structure. nail in the coffin of Social Partnership. order to obtain a tangible benefit (a

Atthe last General Election Fianna Fail It will be interesting to see if Fianna reduction in the interest rate). Unbeliev-
was prepared to throw the IMF a con- Fail defends our industrial relations infra- ably, Enda still thought he was fighting
cession in the name of Labour marketstructure. The JLCs are the proud legacythe General Election and refused the offer.
flexibility. It reduced the minimum wage of a de Valera Government of the 1940s  So, while it is now welcome that we
which affected about 50,000 employeesand implemented by Sean Lemass ashave obtained a2 percentage pointreduct-
many of them transient or part timers suchMinister for Industry and Commerce. If ion at the price dfconstructively engag-
as students. Fine Gael, on the other handfianna Fail cannot vigorously defend this ing" with tax harmonisation, the question
was prepared to defend the minimum heritage, it might as well follow the advice arises as to why we didn't obtain a 1
wage. It now appears that this was a pieceof Irish Independentcolumnist David  percentage pointreduction for the previous
of cynical opportunism. Fine Gael's Quinn and become Ireland's Tory Party. 5 months.
defence of the minimumwage was a cover
to tamper with the substance of the Enpa KENNY PROTECTING THE BonD HoLDERS
country'sindustrial relations structure, the  There is no doubt that the recent agree- The European Central Bank as an
Joint Labour Committees, which affect ment to reduce interest rates by about 2institution probably deserves to be critic-
240,000 employees. percentage points and extend the terms ofsed. It is unique in the world in not being

The minimum wage legislation was the loan on the 22.5 billion EFSF com- accountable to a Government. However,
introduced by Mary Harney about 10 years ponent of the IMF/EU bailoutis welcome. its policy of protecting senior bond holders
ago. The rate is ultimately in the gift of the However, it is difficult to know where is not necessarily flawed. In order for the
Minister. What can be given can be takenKenny obtains the figure of an 800 million economic system to function individuals
away. There is no social structure under-per annum Euro saving. It appears that heand institutions must believe that their
pinning the rate. The Labour Court and js assuming that the deal will also apply to money is safe in the bank. Senior Bond
JLC system, onthe other hand, isastructurghe 22.5 billion EFSM component (which holders have the same legal status as
that has been developed over more thanncludes the UK loan). Needless to see thedeposit holders and therefore deposit
half a century. At the time it was introdu- antj Fianna Fail bias of the media preventedholders cannot be insulated from a bond
it from being critical of Kenny's claims. holder default.

The deal has been atthe price of Ireland In the United States bond holders and
committing to "constructively engage" deposit holders (with amounts over the
with tax harmonisation. insured level) are not protected against the

The Long Fellowis beginningtowonder collapse of a bank. However, the United
at the negotiating skills of Enda Kenny. States does not have a savings culture. Itis
He seems to be more interested in appearin a position to borrow from the rest of the
ing to be tough than advancing the interestawvorld (whether this is sustainable in the
1. of the country. Atthe last General Election long run is a separate issue). The EU on

Truce Report

concluded

we find Tom Barry referring to this i
relation to the crisis Bishop Coughlarn
Excommunication Edict of 1920 thre
his own Flying Column. For such me

S
\

killing a clergyman would have probabl
been aninsurmountable taboo, tantamo
to an attack on Christ Himself. Other
such as Frank Busteed, were of no strg
religious persuasion, or avowed atheis
However, shooting clergy—especial
Catholic clergy may also have beg
avoided due to the very adverse public

Y campaign he had a very public meetingthe other hand has not the international
Lnivith Angela Merkel in order to establish financial clout of the US. Therefore capital

5, his credentials as a statesman. Atthe meetmust be raised by domestic savings. Burn-
ngng he raised the issue of the 12.5%ing senior bondholders runs the risk of
ts.Corporation Tax in order to confirm the undermining the capacity of European

y incoming Government's opposition to banks to raise finance. This is not in the
|, change. Well done Enda! interests of the European economy.

ty But the problem with raising the issue

itwould create. Support for the IRA mig

t
have fallen dramatically had they sho{a
number of priests in 1920s Ireland. The

shooting of Canon Magner by the Bla
and Tans in Cork did nothing to improy
their already low-standing in th
community.

Nick Folley

is that the people you are raising it with THE WAR oN Drucs
have to respond. The Germans, who have The recently released United Nations
seen financial sector jobs transferred t02010 report on drugs has been used by
the Irish Financial Services Centre in some commentators (e.g. James Downey,
k Dublin, are hardly going to express their Irish Independentl3.6.11) to support the

€ wholehearted support for Kenny's in- policy of legalisation of drugs. The argu-
transigentline. Germany and France werement appears to be that, since the war on
forced for domestic reasons to take adrugs hasfailed, Governments shouldraise
position on this issue since the matter wasthe white flag and accept that there is roth

1%

July 2011

raised. ing that can prevent recreational drug abuse.
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However, the UN report does not trend in Irish consumption, particularly clusionsfromthe survey. The Anglo Saxon
support the thesis of rampant and escalateocaine, is upwards, while the UK shows countries have a relatively high rate of
ing drug abuse. The picture is unclear.a stable pattern. drug consumption. Countries such as the
Consumption of heroin has declined in The figures for Cannabis are: US Netherlands, which have aliberal approach
Europe, although cocaine consumption(13.7%), Ireland (6.3%), Northern Ireland to drugs such as cannabis (but not other
has increased. In the United States therd7.2%), England & Wales (6.6%), Scotland drugs), have a low rate of consumption.
has been a decline in the consumption of(8.4%), ltaly (14.6%), Spain (10.6%). On the other hand France and Germany,
cocaine. Indeed the escalating violenceSome countries, which hardly feature in which are not noted for their tolerant
among Mexican drug gangs has beenother categories, have high consumptionapproach to drugs, also have a low con-
attributed to an intensification of compet- rates of cannabis such as France (8.6%}pumption rate. It is probably the case that
ition as a result of a contraction of the US and the Czech Republic (15.2%). historical and cultural factors are more
cocaine market. In the last decade there For the United States the figure for important determinants of drug use than
has been a dramatic increase in 'legalAmphetamines is 1.5% compared to Ire- the various approachesto law enforcement.
highs' or amphetamine and cannabis subfand 0.4% NorthernIreland 0.8%, England  However, no country has legalised the
stitutes. However, since 2006 the problem& Wales 1.0% and Scotland 1.4%. sale of heroin or cocaine. Drug abuse has
seems to have stabilised reflecting the For Ecstasy the figures are 1.4% for thebeen confined to a small minority. Perhaps
legal response to this new phenomenonUnited States, Ireland 1.2%, Northern this should not be taken for granted. It

There has also been an increaspoty"
or multiple drug use.

The percentage of the world's popul-

Ireland 1.5%, England and Wales 1.5% should not be assumed thatlegalising these

and Scotland 2.5%.
It is difficult to draw firm policy con-

substances will not make the problem
worse.

taken anillegal drug in the last year is lgss
than 5% (cynics might conclude that the

ation of between 15 to 64 years that h%yvc

remaining 95% don't remember!). Th
percentage of'problem" drug users
(regular orinjecting) is about a half of 19
These figures have remained remarka
stable over the last decade. While itis ty
that a tiny minority can cause havoc f
the rest of the population, it must also
recognised that drug abuse is still confin
to that tiny minority.

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS
The abuse of opioids (opiates and opi
substitutes such as methadone) is relatiy
high in the United States. In the 15 to

age group 5.9% of this population haye
taken such substances in the last yeatr|fo
recreational use. The incidence of opigte

consumption (mainly heroin) is low (abo
0.57%). The problem in the United Stat|
seemsto be concentrated among presg

tion opioids. The figure for Ireland (i.q.

the Republic) for opioid abuse is 0.729
This is less than the UK. The UK figure
are broken down into three region
England and Wales (0.82%); Scotla
(1.59%); and Northern Ireland (0.12%
Overall the UK figures are the highest
Western Europe (in contrast to the Germ
figure of 0.22%). For Eastern Europe t
figures for Russia, Ukraine and Estor
were 1.64, 1.16 and 1.52).

The United States also has quite hi
cocaine abuse by international standal
(2.4% of 15 to 64 age group have tried
at least once in the last year). Howev|
some of the Latin countries, which have

e

. Murdoch And Gallipoli

DI
U()-:‘/ | was watching the British Parliament

by interrogation of Rupert Murdoch and Son
bewhen, under pressure, he made an un-
edexpected reference to Gallipoli. Of course,
this is not of much interest to the media
hordes who let it pass without comment,
but it may be of interest to our readers.
AteRupert Murdoch said that one of the things
?'Xhat inspired him as a young man was his
b4 father's determination to purchase a small
newspaper in Australia in order to expose
the disastrous conduct of the British at
it Gallipoli.
Ls  Murdoch's father, Keith Murdoch, was
ripd young Australian newspaperman who
was political correspondent for tBgdney
6. Sun. His story is narrated in a book called
s The First Casualty(1975) by Phillip
5. Knightley:
hd "What happened was this: Murdoch, at
. theage of twenty-nine, was sentin August
n 1915 to London, to act as representative
an there for a group of Australian news-
ne papers. It was arranged that he should
ja stop in Cairo, en route to London, and
report on the postal arrangements for the
ph  Australian troops. While in Cairo,
ds Murdoch, who was anxious to visit the
it battlefront, wrote for permission to do so
by to General Sir lan Hamilton, who was in
a’ command of the mixed force that had

—h

~

low consumption rate of heroin have hi

consumption rates for cocaine. The figures
for Spain and Italy are 2.6% and 2.2%. Hor

Ireland the figure is 1.7% which trail

behind Northern Ireland (1.9%), England
and Wales (2.5%) and Scotland (3.9%).
The statistics indicate that Scotland Has
the highest rate of consumption of illeggl
drugs in the UK for all the main categori¢s

of illegal drugs.
While Ireland is behind the UK th

h landed at Gallipoli in April to attack
Constantinople and knock Turkey out of
the war. Hamilton was reluctant to allow
Murdoch to go. Everything had gone
wrong at the front, and the British and the
Anzacs (Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps) were hemmed into a few
terrible areas of beach and hillside that
were permanently under shell-fire. So
Hamilton took the course of getting Mur-
dochto sign the war correspondent's dec-
laration undertaking 'not to attempt to

correspond by any other route or by any
other means than that officially sanction-
ed' and promising that for the duration of
the war he would not ‘impart to anyone
military information of a confidential
nature.... unless first submitted to the
Chief Field Censor.'

"Murdoch arrived on September 2,
made a briefvisitto the Anzac bridgehead,
declined Hamilton's offer to provide him
with transport to go anywhere and see
anything, and then returned to GHQ, on
the island of Imbros, and sought accom-
modation atthe press camp. The camp, in
an olive grove just outside Hamilton's
headquarters, housed an interesting
collection of war correspondents,
including G. Ward Price of th®aily
Mail, Charles Bean, the official Australian
war correspondent, and Ellis Ashmead-
Bartlett of theDaily Telegraphthe most
interesting and dominating personality
ofthem all. Ashmead-Bartlett had cover-
ed the Russo-Japanese War and was an
experienced and highly competent corres-
pondent. He appeared to have an un-
limited expense account and used a large
portion of it to purchase liquor from the
navy. One of the sights of Imbros was the
regular line of Greek porters staggering
up the hill to the press camp loaded with
supplies for Ashmead-Bartlett. He hated
the restraints GHQ imposed upon him,
especially that imposed by the censor,
Captain William Maxwell, and had been
fighting a losing battle, since the first
landings, to try to tell the British public
what was happening. Maxwell, on
instructions from Hamilton, would allow
no criticism of the conduct of the opera-
tion, no indication of set-backs or delays,
and no mention of casualty figures;
finally, he refused to give permission for
any of Ashmead-Bartlett's messages to
be transmitted until Hamilton's own offic-
ial cables had reached London. This meant



that, at a time when there was more
interestin the fighting in France, Ashmead
-Bartlett's Gallipoli dispatches, days late
and heavily censored, often failed to
appear in print."

"Over the months, Ashmead-Bartlett
had grown sour, hostile, and pessimistic...
He was in the middle of one of his more
despondent moods when Keith Murdoch
arrived and fell quickly under his influ-
ence. Ashmead-Bartlett poured out to
Murdoch's sympathetic ear all the frustrat-
ion he had accumulated over his difficult-
iesinfiling stories, spun a gloomy descrip-
tion of the way the campaign was being
conducted, and convinced Murdoch that
a major disaster would occur during the
winter unless the British government and
the British people could be told the truth.
Murdoch must have realised that almost
by accident he was in possession of
information that would certainly rank as
one of the great stories of the war. He
agreed with Ashmead-Bartlett that the
only way to get the story out would be to
break the rules and get an uncensored
dispatch back to Britain. Ashmead-
Bartlett wrote [a letter to British Prime
Minister Asquith], and Murdoch set out
to take it to London."

"He got as far as Marseilles, but there
was detained by a British officer with an
escort and warned that he would be kept
in custody until he handed over the letter.
He had been betrayed to Hamilton by H.
W. Nevinson, the correspondent for the
Guardian.. He had alerted the War

awkward position when, three days dater,
Lloyd George, who opposed the Gallipoli
campaign, read the letter and immediately
urged that Murdoch send a copy of it to
the British Prime Minister, Asquith.
Murdoch could hardly have declined, but
in a covering note he tried to tone down
the virulence of his criticism."

"Asquith used the weapon Murdoch
senthiminaninexcusable manner. With-
out waiting until Kitchener had studied
it, without checking its more outrageous
allegations, and without even asking
Hamilton for his comments, he had it
printed as a state paper and circulated to
the members of the Dardanelles Commit-
tee, whichwas in charge of the campaign.
While the committee was still studying
it, Ashmead-Bartlett arrived in London,
and he and Murdoch began lobbying
against Hamilton, Ashmead-Bartlett
substantiating the substance of Murdoch's
letter with an article of his own in the
Sunday edition of The TiméeBhis made
it clear thatthey had Northcliffe's backing,
and when the Dardanelles Committee
met, on October 14, Hamilton's active
careerwas broughtto an end and Kitchen-
er was deputed to break the news to him.
The evacuation of Gallipoli began on
December 12, 1915. A Royal Commis-
sion that began sitting in August 1916
(Murdoch and Ashmead-Bartlett both
gave evidence) found that the campaign
had been a mistak¢p100-3).

Below are some extracts from the letter

Office, which arranged for Murdoch’s 4 the prime Minister that Murdoch carried

arrest, and had then withdrawn Ashmead-
Bartlett's accreditation and ordered him
back to London. Murdoch went on to
London and on September 23, 1915, sat
down in a room in the office of the Aus-
tralian High Commissioner and dictated
everything he could remember of Ashmead
-Bartlett's dispatch and what Ashmead-
Bartlett had told him during their all-
night conversation. His account was in
the form of a letter addressed to the
Australian Prime Minister, Andrew
Fisher, but the presentation had strong
journalistic overtones, with the data mar-
shaled in a brisk and attractive way. It
was an amazing document, a mixture of
error, fact, exaggeration, prejudice, and
the most sentimental patriotism, which
made highly damaging charges against
the British general staff and Hamilton,
many of them untrue. But the basis of the
charges—that the Gallipoli expedition
was in danger of disaster—was correct,
and Murdoch's action, questionable
though it may have been, had resounding
consequences."

"These were obviously Ashmead-
Bartlett's sentiments Murdoch was ex-
pressing, since Murdoch's visit had been
too brief for him to reach so dogmatic a
conclusion. Murdoch would no doubt
have felt it necessary to check his accus-
ations much more thoroughly had he
ever imagined he was writing more than
a private letter to his Prime Minister, and
so it must have placed him in a rather

to London, before his detaining:

"September 8th 1915
Dear Mr. Asquith,

I hope you will excuse the liberty I am
taking in writing to you but | have the
chance of sending this letter through by
hand and | consider it absolutely necessary
that you should know the true state of
affairs out here. Our last great effort to
achieve some definite success againstthe
Turks was the most ghastly and costly
fiasco in our history since the Battle of
Bannockburn... The failure of the 9th
Corpswas due not so much tothe employ-
ment of new and untried troops as to bad
staff work. The generals had but a vague
idea of the nature of the ground in their
front and no adequate steps were taken to
keep the troops supplied with water... As
the result of all this fighting our casualties
since August 6th now total nearly fifty
thousand killed wounded and missing."

"The army is in fact in a deplorable
condition. Its morale as a fighting force
has suffered greatly and the officers and
men are thoroughly dispirited. The
muddles and mismanagement beat
anything that has ever occurred in our
Military History. The fundamental evil
atthe presentmomentis the absolute lack
of confidence in all ranks in the Head-
quarters staff. The confidence of the army
will never be restored until areally strong
manis placed atits head.... Atthe present
time the army is incapable of a further

offensive. The splendid Colonial Corps
has been almost wiped out. Once again
the 29th Division has suffered enormous
losses and the new formations have lost
their bravest and best officers and men.
Neither do | think even with enormous
reinforcements, that any fresh offensive
from our present positions has the smallest
chance of success. Our only real justific-
ation for throwing away fresh lives and
fresh treasure in this unfortunate enterp-
rise is the prospect of the certain cooperat-
ion of Bulgaria. With her assistance we
should undoubtedly pull through. But as

I know nothing of the attitude of Bulgaria
or Greece or ltaly | am only writing to
give you a true picture of the state of the
army and the problems with which we
are faced in the future if we are left to
fightthe Turks alone.... Infactthe season
will soon be too late for a fresh offensive
if another is contemplated. We have
therefore to prepare against the coming
of the winter or to withdraw the army
altogether. lam assumingitis considered
desirable to avoid the latter contingency
at all costs for political reasons owing to
the confession of final failure it would
entail and the moral effect it might have
in India and Egypt... But | suppose we
must stay here as long as there is the
smallest prospect of the Balkan alliance
being revived and throwing in its lot with
us even if they do not make a move until
next Spring".

"You may think | am too pessimistic
but my views are shared by the large
majority of the army. The confidence of
the troops can only be restored by an
immediate change in the supreme com-
mand... If possible have the Colonial
troops taken off the Peninsula altogether
because they are miserably depressed
since the last failure and with their active
minds, and positions they occupy in civil
life, a dreary winter in the trenches will
have a deplorable effect on what is left of
this once magnificent body of men, the
finest any Empire has ever produced. If
we are obliged to keep this army locked
up in Gallipoli this winter large reserves
will be necessary to make good its losses
in sickness. The cost of this campaign in
the east must be out of all proportion to
the results we are likely to obtain now, in
time to have a decisive effect on the
general theatre of war. Our great asset
againstthe Germans was always consider-
ed to be our superior financial strength.
In Gallipoli we are dissipating a large
portion of our fortune and have not yet
gained a single acre of ground of any
strategical value. Unless we can pull
through with the aid of the Balkan League
in the near future this futile expenditure
may ruin our prospects of bringing the
war to a successful conclusion by grad-
ually wearing down Germany's colossal
military power.

"I have taken the liberty of writing very
fully because I have no means of knowing
how far the real truth of the situation is
known in England and how much the
Military Authorities disclose. | thought
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therefore that perhaps the opinions of an
independent observer might be of value
to you at the present juncture. | am of
course breaking the censorship regula-
tions by sending this letter through but |
have not the slightest hesitation in doing
so as | feel it is absolutely essential for
youto knowthe truth. | have been request-
ed over and over again by officers of all
ranks to go home and personally disclose
the truth but it is difficult for me to leave
until the beginning of October...

The Rt. Hon. H.H. Asquith
10 Downing Street."

There are two interesting aspects to
Gallipoli referred to in this letter carried
by Murdoch that are not mentioned by
today's advocates of Remembrance. The
first relates to the view that a British
withdrawal (and defeat) should be avoided
"at all costs for political reasons owing to
the confession of final failure it would
entail and the moral effect it might have in
India and Egypt".

A good summary of some of England's
objectives at Gallipoli is contained in the
1915 bookThe Dardanelles: Their Story
and Their Significance in the Great War,
By The Author of 'The Real Kais@vhich
contains areview or recommendation from
The Times antimes Literary Supplement
onits title page.)n Chapter | The Signifi-
cance ofthe Dardanelles, the unattributed
author explains the importance of the
Dardanelles/Gallipoli operation for the
British Empire—which not only included
the War against Germany and Turkey but
also that of keeping the Moslem and lesser
races in general in their place, below the
white man:

"It would seem, therefore, that the
forcing of the Dardanelles will drive
between Germany and what is left of
Turkey a wedge of far greater extent than
is represented by the mere strip of territory

been represented to them as a renegade Roman Empire apply with equal force

Christian, has led his armies into the
lands of the Christian... The prestige of
Great Britain, in which they have an
inherited belief, the more implicit because
it has never before been challenged, is
now at stake. It suffices still to hold them
in check, though every baser instinct in
them is stirred by the daily record of
carnage and savagery..."

"In these circumstances an attack is
launched at the very heart of Turkey. The
Holy War becomes for the Sultan a war
of self-preservation. The seat of the Turk-
ish Empire is threatened; it seems about
to pass away from his possession into the
hands of the all-conquering English. The
heathen must still wait for the event,
sullen and watchful. And this mighty
issue, the prestige of the British flag in all
the dark places of the world, is being
decided in the Straits of the Dardanelles.
While Constantinople stands, the few
white men who are holding hundreds of
thousands of coloured men in check, not
in one place butin many, live in a deadly
peril. Had Constantinople never been
attacked, they might well have been car-
ried away ere now in a flood of barbaric
licence. When Constantinople falls, the
floodgates will be securely fastened again,

to-day. Apart from its naval importance,
as the key to the Straits, Constantinople
occupies a position of the highest
strategical significance, from the military
point of view alone. Its possession would
mean to any of the existing nations of
South-east Europe a nucleus spot for the
creation of an Empire that might well vie
in might and influence with the great
Empires that have already had their seat
there. When Constantinople passes into
the hands of the Allies the momentous
choice can no longer be deferred by the
Balkan States. It willindeed be strange fif,
when the magnitude of their interests has
been considered by them, they cannot set
aside the differences that have paralyzed
them through the first months of the war.
In the great settlement that is before
Europe the question of paramountimport-
ancetothemis the disposal of Constantin-
ople. Only one way exists for any of them
to claim a voice in the settlement of that
guestion. Which of them will refuse to
take that way when Constantinople shall
have fallen into the hands of the Allied
Powers?'(pl12).

Perhaps the author did not realise that

Sir Edward Grey had at that moment

and the British prestige will stand higher Promised Istanbulto the Russians. Perhaps
than ever, both in Africa and in the danger- he never imagined the Foreign Secretary
ous Far East. In view of these considera-would overturn British policy of a century
tions, it is easily possible to regard the that'the Russians shall not have Constan-
attempt on the Dardanelles as the maininople.” Or perhaps he was just a good
point of the Allies' offensive... judge of things and understood that promis-

"The Allies, on their part, display that d be brok h .
coherence of plan which has marked their €S Were made to be broken, when circum-

conduct of the war since its very beginning Stances change.
... In confident unison they are enduring ~ Of course, due to unexpected Turkish
all, until the determining factor in the resistance, Britain got no further than the
struggle has been revealed. May not thatshores of Gallipoli in 1915 and could not
factor be declared when the Christian (516 and hold Constantinople as bait for
Sc?rﬂ éso?nsc:[e Srr;%rﬁi ;\’/Dorstn(%ri%c_iltg;der thethe prospects of a new Byzantium. It had
' ' to wait until 1918 to do that and use the
Itis perhaps not politic to say today that reeks as its catspaw after subverting

that will fall into the possession of the aprimary motivation ofthe Gallipolioper- thejr neutrality and organising eoup

Allies. The Turks will be cut off from  ation was to maintain the white Anglo-
their supplies of weapons, ammunition, saxon with 'the whip-hand' over the 'lesser

and skilled advisers. There will be arapid
end of them as a fighting possibility, and
a deadly menace to the whole of our

300,000,000 Mohammedans of the world
into a religious war against Great Britain

such lies as Germany alone knows how
to disseminate. It would be impossible to
exaggerate the danger it still holds for
civilization. Savage and half savage tribes

The other aspect that is largely and
Eastern Empire will be removed. For the handily forgotten about Gallipoli relates
plot to rouse the fanaticism of the i, yhe ‘Balkan Alliance'. The letter carried
by Murdoch, extrapolating the mind of
has still to be considered... the idea itself (€ Britishruling class conceming an alter-
is an insidious poison, that has been dilig- hative to withdrawal and humiliating
ently scattered by German emissaries indefeat, notes'l suppose we must stay
all the dark and uncivilized places of the here as long as there is the smallest pros-
earth. It has been sedulously fostered bypect of the Balkan alliance being revived
and throwing in its lot with us even if they
do not make a move until next Spring".
The same boolhe Dardanelles: Their

against the Greek King.
A few weeks ago, after reading the

breeds'—be they Moslems or 'coloureds’.column of Eoghan Harris in tt@unday

Independent,wrote a letter to point out a
gross historical distortion that Harris indul-
ged in to sensationalise his pet argument:

"In his column of last Sundaypllow-
ing IRA's bloody track from the Bandon
Valley to south ArmaghEoghan Harris
makes the statement that 'the exodus of
107,000 Irish Protestants in the period
1911 to 1926' was 'the largest movement
of population in Europe before the Second
World War.'

"One only has to look a couple of years
past 1911 to see that this statement is
incorrect. During the Balkan Wars of

in Africa and the East are watching the Story and Their Significance in the Great
issue with true homicidal interest. Al War, cited above, also refers to this aspect
their latent savagery is stirred by the Of the Gallipoli operationinrelationto the

return of an era of unchecked violence Balkan Alliance and the British capture of

and bloodshed. The Kaiser, who has Constantinople/Istanbul:

already figured in their eyes as the protect-
or of Mohammedanism, and has even

"The reasons which caused its founder

to select the city as the new capital of the

1912-13,410,000 Muslims and thousands
of Jews were driven out of the Balkans by
the Christian forces of Serbia, Monte-
negro, Greece and Bulgaria. More than a
million Muslims were also killed in this
vast ethnic cleansing and genocide. The
alliance that accomplished this was partly



facilitated by an Anglo-Irishman, Jamés
Bourchier, old Etonian and correspondgnt

of the Times of London. f Totalitarianism and Garret the Good

"If Mr. Harris can be so ignorant

these events, or if he ignored them|to . o . . .
simply press home his points, it throys In thelrish Political Reviewin July I twelve-year existence prevented it from

into doubt the other, even less factjial Said that the liberal West (left liberal in developing its all-inclusive, supremacist

elements, of his article.” ethics, neo-liberalin economics) practisesProgramme. In our own time in the West
'soft totalitarianism'. A reader has asked@n Ameropean collection of states, headed

Needless to say the letter never sawjthg, o\t then is totalitarianism if it can be bY the US, is guided—tacitly and informally
Sunday Independentetters’ Page—sp  © ' o0 o o4 e interiect that —PY the American liberal Correctorate
readers can keep the impression adlv. th . C " J "and subordinate liberal Correctorates,
Southern Irish Protestants were the gregtesp9c!Y, tNETe IS N0 EXISUNG NOUN COMTeS- 3,y 4ing that of the European Union
victims of ethnic cleansing in the eafy Ponding to ‘monarchy’, republic’, etc. 10 |y ated in Brussels.
twentieth century! describe a totalitarian state. So | have gg|think we can fairly say that a total-

- . invented and used elsewh&réotalitarium’ 4 iq ! i

Roger Casement, in his artidlee Prob- h bl al osi i itarium is ‘a state, gg|ded by a secular
lem of the Near Westritten atthe time of 2> & Suttably all-enclosing Sound: - teaching body, which involves itself auth-
the Balkan Wars, saw the Balkan Chrikt- 1€ adjective ‘totalitarian’ was first qritatively in all aspects of the citizens'
ians as mere pawns in British Imper|al USed in the early 1920s by certain Italian jyes'. tis what has been satirically called
power politics: writers and by Mussolini when they were j Byitain "the nanny State’except that

"The true virtue of the Balkan 'Chris}- describing the proposed Fascist State. Inhe guidance of such a State by a secular
ians’ lies in the possibility of their being the packgro_und, historicall;_/, wa_sthe |_arge'doctrinal authority has been omitted from
moulded into an antl-German factor pf |y |aissez-faireState of classical liberalism. - that concept.

great weight in the European confligt, | contrast to that, the Fascist State would

clearly impending, and in their offering|a . . o
fresh obstacle, it is hoped, to Germ r]embrace society totally and concern itself A'hard' totalitarium s one that operates

world policy... Hemmed in by Russiadn {otally with the citizens' lives; that is t0 partly through persuasion, partly through
the Eastand the new Southern Slav State$ay, With every aspect O_f their lives. coercion, with harsh punishment, includ-
on the South-east, with avengeful Frafjce | remember that in Taine’s book on the jng execution, for dissent, and in some
being incited on her Western frontier fo Frenchancien régime he mentioned that 5ces mass murder on ideological or other
fresh dreams of conquest, Germany seest some pointin eighteenth-century Francegrounds. A 'soft' totalitarium operates
England preparing still mightierarmam- he peasants in parts of France distaniyainlv throuah persuasion. a liberal-
ents to hold and close the seaways offthe, o=\ 10 séithe G o y through p , ,
world..." (The Crime Aagainst Euro rom Paris began to séhe Government”  yemqcratic system, and defamation or
x g P ing in Parig)should d thi C o silone :
p104, Athol Books edition) (meaf]'ng in Parisishould do something  effective silencing of dissenters. Further
about"this or that. In other words, rather jifferentiations might of course be made.

The Balkan Alliance, facilitated by an . . . S . )
Anglo-Irish gentleman, was the greyat s¢han looking to their locaseigneurto  The authoritative involvement ‘in all

ethnic cleanser of the early twentieth cgn-2ttend to things in their neighbourhood, agpects of the citizens' lives' can vary in
tury and Britain saw its benefit in erectifig €Y recognised the general responsibility yegree from 'in all aspects more or less' to
aseries of buffer States between GermgnyPf the French State to see to their welfare ;mjnyte and detailed involvementin every-
Austro-Hungary and the Ottoman Empife. Leave aside how much precisely they thing, including language spoken in public.
No matter that a large community that Hadincluded in that notion of the Government's |, oy jiberal totalitarium, technological
lived inthe areafor longer than the Protgst-responsibility, and how much they exclud- 54vance has enabled such involvement to
ants in Ireland or the European in Nofth ed. Is it not a fact that today in Ireland, aspe more minute and detailed than in any of
America, was wiped off the map. in other European countries, people havejts predecessors.

The Liberal Government, which shirkgd  py now come to calling onthe Government  gtajin's Russia. Mao's China. Commun-
the conscription of its own people in S 15 attend to a multitude of things; and in it East Germany and Onwelkéneteen
‘war for civilisation', looked to reassembijle fact consider it responsible for almost r; y e
the Balkan Alliance, as Casement predicted, ] Eighty Fourcombined to establish in the

everything? West a notion of totalitarianism that lasted

when it got bogged down at Gallipoli. Byt . L
its main components, Greece and Bulgaia, €aps, then, the ltalian Fascist ideagyen when it no longer corresponded to

refused to play ball. Greece was subsequentiyPf the ‘total’ state was in that respect notany major contemporary reality except
persuaded by armed intervention at Salpn100 far from what has actually come to be ching up to the 1970s. After Stalin's death
ika, Royal Navy blockade and irredent|st the case, in contemporary Western state$, 1953, and particularly in the 1970s and
promises in Anatolia. But it all ended [n generally. But Italian Fascism envisaged gog, the Soviet Union increasingly deve-
tears. Bulgaria, which joined the Germaps, also that the ltalian State would be guided|qped in the direction of a soft totalitarium.
was defeated. by a secular doctrinal authority, namely, | the years after Gorbachev dissolved it,
To end on an interesting note, a fgw the Fascist Party. As things turned out, ithe pecame the most hated politician in
years ago the filnGallipoli (with Mel [ was guided, at least in its laws, by anRyssja as people remembered how life
Gibson) was made in Australia. It is, fo agreed partnership of the Fascist Partyyas pefore.
say the least, not very favourable to {heand the Italian Catholic Church; but that
British. It took three years for the filnj- wasanaberrationnotonly fromthe Party's, o le told me h d (in thei
makers to secure funding for the film, ahd originalintention butalso fromwhatwould ~* d, pter?p fgf(;)o mhed EW goo tﬂnt i'r
the Australian Government's film agenpy come to be the totalitarian norm. r;m -Z) teR S had been in h a:j © y(.j
declined supportforit. The fimwas event-  In the Soviet Union in the 1920s there Mr_e5|k erg) eagans farms race na (rjna ©
ually produced by R&R Films, a produdt- already existed a secular doctrinal author-""S adu_sy centre o armzmentsf pro UIC'
ion company owned by Rupert Murdodh. itY: the Communist Party, directing the tion, and increasing numbers of people
Pat Walsh | State comprehensively. A similar author- were buying cars and more of them than
Naval Warfare, Part 13, has been held ity, the Nazi Party, would later exist in everwere goingon Trade-Union-sponsored
over to the September issue. Ed. Germany, but military defeat after a Summer holidays on the Black Sea.
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When | spent a month in Minsk in
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But the notion had got established in 25 locations in the USA on the subject: the grounds on which my lecture tour had
the West that a totalitarian system was byThe Northern Conflict: Irish Proposals been banned—ijust in case | might say
definition the OppOSIIe of WeS'tern Iiberal for a Solution | would be ta”('ng main|y Something derogatory about the Govern-
democracy. This notion persisted in the 5,4,,t |rish-British joint rule or con- ment of the day. Second, that, as we had
Itﬁstgeca(ljes oftrle_n/\{[intl\e/\'[/h Cten;u?/bWhelndominium and Sinn Féin's four-province often been told about those totalitarian
so?tto?gl(iat;r[i)gr]fsnm Ir?ad niad(-:?tsha?nolloﬁgaérfederal scheme, for which | was an active Communist regimes in the East, there
the case. In myrish Political Review consgltant a'nd drafter. ' were spleseve_rywhere,whowoulq report
article in July 1 quoted from Alexis de  E0in McKiernan, head oft_he Institute, to the author_ltles any casual dlsl_oyal
Tocqueville's prophecy in 1840 of the Wrote to tell me that the Irish Consul- remark made in a private conversation.
ultimate future of American liberal demo- General in New York had written to him . T .
cracy. | think his most striking insight to say that the Irish Government did not  Finally, here is a useful formula I hiton
came after he had outlined the minutely approve of my proposed lecture tour, but recently. When an ideology—Catholicism,
regulated, conformist, avidly consuming that the Institute was not worried. After Communism, consumerist liberalism—is
democratic society of the future, and thengome time, McKiernan wrote to me again powerfulinacountry, itis powerful—shapes
added: _ sayingthatthe Irish Embassy in Washing-how people think and live—because its

| have always thought that servitude o o 4 \ritten to him in similar terms, message and its rules are (1) endorsed by

of the regular, quiet and gentle kind that
| have just described might be combined

and that the Institute (which incidentally the rulers; (2) it is preached everywhere;

more easily than is commonly believed received some funding from the Govern- and (3) many bglieve the preaChing- Note:
with some of the outward forms of ment) had decided it would be prudent toin that order of importance.

freedom..."” withdraw my invitation with much regret.
* | was puzzled about why the Irish

A few months ago wheiThe Irish  Government regarded me as a sort of

Desmond Fennell

Timesand RTE were bestowing a secular threat to the State. So | wrote to Garret,,;;eliﬂy To Desmond Fennell's Better
canonisation onthe late Garret FitzGerald,recalling our shared schooldays, and ask<see Clearly Than Not (July Irish
I remembered my only direct contact with ing why his Department's men in the USA political Review)

him as a politician. It was an incident had objected to my lecturing. I received an

related to what | have said above aboutanswerfromhimon Departmentnotepaperseeing C|ear|y_

‘effective silencing of dissent in a liberal which consisted of a few typed lines
democracy'. followed underneath by a couple of lines

I had known Garret in school, in the in his own hand. | forget what the typed
Jesuit Belvedere College to be precise,part said—something formal and blah-
where he was a few classes ahead of mélah-ish. In his own writing underneath
and a school prefect. After that, he and | Garret had written that | could not expect
went different ways and | knew of him the Government to approve of me when
only as a politician, a journalist and an in a conversation with its Consul-General
occasional writer of books. In the 1980s, in Boston, | had described our democratic-
when he was twice Taoiseach, he launchedlly elected Government &gour tyran-
a "constitutional crusade'o ‘liberalise’ nous Government"
the constitution and laws in the name of | remembered the conversation. It had
‘pluralism’. That was code for ending the occurred a year or two previously, in the
Catholic Church's determining influence course of a seminar on Northern Ireland at
on the laws about such matters asAmherst College, Massachussets. Repres-
contraceptives and marriage and replacingentatives of all sides in the North (even
it with determining left-liberal influence  Andy Tyrie of the UDA) and in the Repub-
(what he called 'pluralism’). lic had attended. Our Consul-General in

Himself a practising Catholic who Boston, a lady whose whose surname
engaged in theological studies, and strong-escapes me, had come to a late-night drink-
ly anti-Republican, he was useful as aing session of the seminar group. With
‘transition liberal' for the hard-line liberals rhetorical flourish | had no doubt in my
who would have their way fully from the conversation with her called her Govern-
1990s onwards. | welcomed and contribut- mentyour tyrannous Governmenit was
ed to his New Ireland Forum on the the time of that Cosgrave Government
Northern question and regarded his Anglo-during which, as anyone who lived under
Irish Agreement as a useful step forward. it willremember, the Republic came nearer
than ever before or since to being a police-
tate.

| wrote back to Garret pointing out that

) ; L the democratic Opposition, whether in
Affairs. At that time | was lecturing in the the Irish or any other parliament, often ;

Politics Department of University College | 5eq derogatory language to describe the
Galway and | had written a good deal Goyernment in power—language some-
about the North in thBunday Press, The times even more derogatory than the word
Irish Timesand in pamphlets. The Irish ‘tyrannous’ He did not reply.

American Cultural Institute had invited  But what struck me most were two
me to lecture to Irish-American groups in things. First, the surprising pettiness of

The incidentthat brought us into fleeting
direct contact occurred in 1976-7, when S
FitzGerald was Minister for Foreign

some thoughts

Desmond Fennell has issued a interest-

ing challenge to readers in asking for a
debate on how we can arrive at a agreed
view on the current state of Ireland and the
'western world and:

"Once arrived at a more or less true
view of how things are, and have come to
be as they are, in the West generally and
in Ireland, we could then proceed with
our monthly discussions about all sorts
of matters in the light of that."

He argues that:

"The essential basis of a true view, it
seems to me, is to recognise that the
spread of the Marxist-Leninist system of
values and rules (its do's, don'ts and do-
as-you-likes) from Russia to the other
countries of eastern Europe had a counter-
partinthe West. That counterpart was the
spread from the 1960s onwards of the
new American system of left-liberal
values and rules to the countries of West-
ern Europe, Ireland included, and to the
lawmakers of the European Community
in Brussels. Both Marxist-Leninism and
left liberalism were argued theories of
the good human life in society which
rejected the values-and-rules system of
the thousand-year-old European civilisation."

He goes on to say how this came about

n the West:

"In the West the takeover was done
differently. The American left liberals
had emerged as an ideological force
during the Roosevelt New Deal years.
They were the secularist left wing of that
classical liberalism which Daniel O'Con-



nell had adopted from the British Non- case as that was always its position. Progress and Evolution. Itwas the absolute

conformists and which remained the basic itari i i
Solitieal ideology of Catholic reland 10 Desmond argues that the modemfrotalltarlan confidence that both sides had

the 1980s. These new-style American Liberals lost their moral bearings over :Pretsri]segl;ecg)niﬁgitrs c\grr]]sl,(t:i?ueﬂigi t?ﬁg‘
liberals, who called themselves simply Hiroshima and Nagasaki. That théfad — ¢, 4“0 ne s defunct politicaII. has
'liberals', had signalled their rejection of signalled their rejection of Western civilis- simplv allowed those common be)I/iefs a
Western civilisation in August 1945, ationin August 1945, when they joined inﬂreepﬁ/and in the world by the ‘winner’
when they joined inthe official American the official American justification of the Thati tf th My| Id '
justification of the atomic bombing of atomic bombing of Hiroshima and atis, apart from the iMoslem world.
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In the 1960s Nagasaki"

and early '70s they were able to bring | don't think that Liberals, classic or
their programme to centre stage and tootherwise had to wait until Hiroshima to
getlegislative backing fromthe American reject Western civilisation—by which |
State.” assume Desmond means the morality tha
While it is true that O'Connell adopted is claimed for that civilisation. Darwinian

classic British Liberalism/ Whiggism | Evolution, along with iits twin called "\ thalaw. of Darwinism—there is a
can'tsee howfremained the basic politi- Pr0gress, had justified such horrors for jo 4 nent struggle to prove who is the
cal ideology of Catholic Ireland to the CeNturies before Hiroshima. These con-fioqi 1o survive and the most vicious
1980s". O'Connell's Liberalism did not CEPIS together constitute the essence g[ruggle must be among those who are
survive him in Ireland because it was Ihe Whigtheory of history, whichis applied 1, jike or most equal.
restricted to his base in English politics in [ all life, human as well as natural, since ", y,o -y rse of these wars the Anglo
his lifetime but the Repeal movement at the beginning of time and until its end. g, 015 had to call on their offshoot, the
home was not based on Classical Liberalism”nd the culmination of all world progress s aricans. to ensure victory. The latter
—far from it. The Young Irelanders, had its apex in Whitehall. That was the ool came to dominance as they were
Fenians, Home Rulers, Sinn Fein, and allClassicLiberalview ofthings. Hiroshimay,o o\ winners of both wars in this part of
its offshoots, were less and less influenced®"d Nagasaki was a crime of passion iny,q \yest They were completely ascendant
by classic Liberalism. There was a funda- Comparisonto the exterminations thathad, o the second war and naturally they
mental antagonism and existential incom-2€€n planned and carried out coldly andl, e to gominate culturally over those
patibility between native Ireland and Classic SySteématically across centuries, in coloniesy, o haq saved in the wars. That is the
—i.e., Brish—Liberalism and that was most Pe€ginningwithIreland and North America. ., \co ofthe Americanisation of the West
dramatically illustrated by the fact that the This was Progress and Evolution put Mg it did not originate out of America's
Whigs/Liberals when they came to power Practice. internal demands, which appears to be
in the mid-1840s orchestrated the exter- . Desmond compares the two world 5o g5 argument. They were essen-
mination of millions as an intrinsic part of V'€WS of Marxism-Leninism and mo_dern tially invited to take over by a Europe that
their philosophy. And that was only one [€ft liberalism and, despite all the differ- 17 e stroved itself twice by falling victim
illustration of their relationship with Ireland. €NCes between them including a 40 year ;g i< divide and rule, or balance of
The Irish national movement, as a con- €0ld War, | think it's worth considering o strateqy. which ended up by over-
sequence, remained immune when nothattheyhadincommon philosophically. o ching itself and overwhelming both
completely hostile to British—i.e., Classic ANd that was these very concepts Ofyq 4\ ithor and the objects of the strategy.
—Liberalism. Its modern version did not Jack Lane
take hold in Ireland as aresult of post-yar
American influence. As far as | can sep, Letter to Irish Political Review:
any American influence in Ireland befo
and after WWII was compatible wit
native cultural attitudes and beliefg,

complemented them and did not have «Gerard Murphy, "Ethnic Cleansing”
undermining role. There was not an if- And A" Disappeared" Jew

herentincompatibility, no more than thelle
was with any European influences.

Itwas also these concepts of Darwinian
Progress that necessitated two world wars
against the Germans, as they were judged

ost equal to the Anglo Saxons in the
uman species stakes. And the fittest has
to assert and prove itself the fittest. That's

Gerard Murphy's replies to James Murphyis having such an argument, rather
The takeover that Desmond describpsFitzgerald, as published in the June issuethan with any of thos®&thers"who have
had a different origin in Ireland and ittook of Irish Political Reviewand the July/ nurtured that particular myth and have
hold in the vacuum that emerged in the August issue ofHistory Ireland are  presented his book—either negatively or
70s when the national psyche was thrownyjrtually identical, but for one vitally —positively—as self-consciously attempting

into confusion by its unrealistic attitude tb jmnortant sentence present in the formerto be part of that school's literature?
the Northern crisis. The Irish Government

N - : .
seriously misjudged a war that it was but omitted from the latter: Eamon de Valera has long been sneered

engaged with and as a result lost its nefve . 1€ onliy rﬁferencefto ethnic cleansing at—py academic historians and press
and its bearings. That's what the Armis "My bookThe Year of Disappearances: ¢, mnists alike—for hiél look into my
Crisis was all about and that was the Political Killings in Cork 1921-192Pis own heart"statement. But what are we to
- - - . my belief that the departure of Protestants ) .
defining momentin modern Irish hISt(_)r - from parts of Cork city could not be make of those same groupings who seek
That was effectively the same aslosind a  egarded as ethnic cleansing if only quick fixes by"looking into their own
war and nothing has more serious can-  pecayse they were largely replaced byHart'? The academic supervisor and
sequence for a nation. As nature abhors a  other Protestants.” sponsor of a now much discredited Peter

\r/:— Ceur#Q;Z%tr\?vﬂré%nif;/rsltlsegls‘;bniirglll\;Ei atHe concludes (in both versions)t is Hart thesis The IRA And Its Enemies)
the natives are not up to managing th irimportant to distinguish between what | Trinity College Professor David Fitz-
own affairs and never werdhe Irish | wrote and what he (Fitzgerald)—and, patrick, wrote in the Spring 2011 issue of
Timess the vocal and articulate expressi nindeed, others—think lwrotéButwhyis  Dublin Review of BookSIn subsequent

of this and there is almost an inevitability it only with somebody who disputes that essays, such as'The Protestant Experience

that it should re-emerge to articulate thethere wasethniccleansing” that Gerard of Revolution', Hart went further. He
21
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suggested that killings, raids and arson  This was a rather mean-spirited savag-
were the tip of an iceberg of social exclus- ing of Murphy for loyally following the
ion and personal harassment amountingline of "what may be called ethnic
to 'what may be called ethnic cleansing' cleansing, as Hart'suggests”, to quote
the language of the latter's own mentor,
This was the preface to Fitzpatrick's Fitzpatrick himself. Any self-respecting
savage and personally abusive review ofauthor would have met such a review with
Murphy's book, which must have pro- arobustresponseRBbloggersin March
foundly wounded that author by treating it and April did in fact argue the toss with
as a liability that would only take from the other articles in that same Spring issue,
"legacy" of Hart: but neither as a blog nor as a contribution
"Gerard Murphy's disorganised dossier to the subsequent Summer issue did
on forty-odd killings attributed to Cork Murphy write a single word in his own
City's IRA lacks the intellectual power defence against Fitzpatrick's onslaught.

and academic skill of predecessors suchyor did he issue a single word of correction

as Hart, to whose arguments and copiou
bibliography he is deeply indebted. This
is the work of an amateur enthusiast who

Yo the more friendly voices that had
enthusiastically welcomed him into the

intended to write a novel but was advised Hart camp of‘ethnic cleansing” story-
by his publisher to refactualise the story. telling in 2010.'Historical detective trail
The vast, rambling outcome... deploys reveals 'ethnic cleansing' by IRA in Cork"

many familiar devices associated with as the headline for John-Paul McCarthy's

bad fiction... At times the exposition \yelcome in theSunday Independeif

resembles that of a mediocre essay by
bright but untrained undergraduate. As
history, the book is almost impenetrable

%th November last. Playing his customary
role as Eoghan Harris's ever-faithful and

... The fact that several Freemasons werefawning Sir Echo, John-Paul of Oxford
'struck off' the membership lists of Cork continued:

lodges in 1925/6 is attributed, not to the
suspension of local lodge meetings for
several years, or to emigration, or to a
prudentdecision to abandon a contentious
association, but to unrecorded killings.
Though ignorant of 'how many of them
were actually killed', Murphy is 'of the
view, however, that the majority of these
men probably disappeared’. And so he
goes on, building up a dossier of myster-
ious or unconfirmed killings without ade-
guate confirmation, relying on his person-
al 'belief' or 'view'... Perhaps the most
serious misreading concerns one of the
basic sources for the hypothesi%tifinic
cleansing the sharp reduction in the
Protestant population between 1911 and
1926... Murphy correctly observes that
the non-Catholic population of Cork City

a total of 73 Protestant victims from the
minority community. Let's put these
killings in a European context. During
the Nazi pogrom ofKristallnacht,
November 28, 1938, no more than 91
German Jews were killed—but these 91
traumatised the entire German Jewish
community. Imagine the psychological
impact on the Cork Protestant community
of the IRA murdering 73 Protestants—a
figure not far from the German Jewish
figure of 91, Gerard Murphy give short
shrift to the notion that the 'South Mall'
was spared. He points out that 13 Cork
Protestant merchants—a comparatively
huge number in a small city—were shot
for the crime of being, in Florrie O'Dono-
ghue's phrase, 'loyal loyalists'... Of the
33 Protestants killed in the period 1921-
22, some seven were killed 'before and
during' the War of Independence proper,
whereas 26 were killed 'after' the Truce.
From all of which we can draw two
conclusions: the 'South Mall' suffered its
share of 'cleansing’ and Cork Protestants,
more than most Protestants, were lucky
the Republicans did not win the Civil
War."

In the Sunday Independerdf 9th

"They would proceed to interpret the January, Harris reprised the role of Holo-
results of the 1918 general election ascaust trivialiser:

authorisation to redraw the sectarian
geography of Cork City's south eastern
side by terrorising hundreds of Protestant
families out of the Blackrock and Douglas
Road areas. Martin Corry's reputation
should be interred with his victims in
Sing Sing, along with Neil Jordan's
Michael Collins, that celluloid titan who
bears little relation to Murphy's jeering
Mars who insists on something called
'vengince byjasus' in his two cameos in
this book. Professor John A Murphy fares
little better. His claim thdthere was no
ethnic cleansing on the South Ma#'
treated with derision."

Kevin Myers similarly welcomed Murphy

declined by 50 per cent, compared with 1, the Hart camp in theish Independent

40 per cent for the county. This leads him
to assert that the city experienced a
particularly rapid Protestant exodus, 'the

on 12th November, as he wrote of an
"Interim Solutior{, with its implications

reasons' forwhich 'are not hard to fathom'. 0f 8"Final Solutiorf en route, demonstrat-
After some more rumination, he almost ing how such cheap Holocaust trivialis-

bites the bullet of 'ethnicleansing 'If

ation possesses little moral superiority

you were a Protestant living in Cork in over Holocaust denial. But first out of the
the summer of 1922, you would be 4, 5 week previously, in thésh Exam-

forgiven for thinking that a process was
in place to drive you out'. The trouble
with this analysis ... is that the reduction
in Protestant population was invariably
greater in urban than adjacentrural areas,
partly because of the larger number of
urban Protestants holding jobs associated
with the military and civil services, which
disappeared upon independence... The
rate of departure of the city's Protestants
was not abnormally high. The doctrine of
Cork exceptionalism as a source of sectar-
ian terror is not sustainable, atleastonthe
basis of demographic inference... One
can only lament that a major historical
opportunity has been largely squandered.”

iner on 5th November, had been Eoghan

"Even a pluralist like Dr Garret Fitz
Gerald, writing as recently as last October,
could casually tell hisish Timegeaders
that Southern Protestants opted out of
political participation in the new State in
spite of the Senate giving them a voice...
Historians have settled for huffing about
the right of Dail Eireann to wage war...
| believe that what happened to Irish
Protestants between 1920-23 is the last
taboo in modern Irish history. And | also
believeitis part of a European experience
of denial that stretches from Spain in the
Thirties to Vichy France in the Forties. In
recentyears this beliefhas been reinforced
by the historical exhumations of historians
like Peter Hart and Gerard Murphy...
This was sublimated, just like the
mistreatment of French Jews during the
Second World War... The reluctance of
Irish Protestants to engage with politics
was a rational response to a period of
prolonged marginalisation that began
with what must have seemed like a prelude
to a pogrom, in the period 1911-21."

John A. Murphy replied to John-Paul

Harris, writing as follows:

of Oxford—aka His Master's Voice—in
theSunday Independeah 14th Novem-
ber, as he had already replied to Harris
i{ﬂmself, with a letter appropriately head-
ined"There was no Kristallnacht on the

"Gerard Murphy recalls the continuing
scepticism in certain republican circles
about a systematic campaign against Cor!

Protestants. In particular he quotes
Professor John A Murphy's jibe that there

South Mall, in the Irish Examineron

was'no ethnic cleansing in the South 10th November:

Mall'. It is a remark that the professor

might wantto revisitwhen he has digested
this book. Gerard Murphy calculates that
from the summer of 1920 to the start of
the Civil War, 33 Protestants were shotin
Cork city proper, while another 40 were

put to death in the area around the city—

"In his review of Gerard Murphy's new
book, Eoghan Harris refers to acomment
(nota'jibe") that | made several years ago
that'there was no ethnic cleansing on the
South Mall. Senator Harris suggests that
in the light of Dr Murphy's book | might
like to ‘'revisit' the comment. 'Ethnic



cleansing' is a phrase | shouldn't haveotherwise"(was) disappearedby that
used. Indeed, since it has a clear andsame Army of Dail Eireann. Had a single
specific meaning in the context of the j¢,\ish victim been found, it would then

Balkans in the 1990s, it is anachronistic . oL
and misleading to apply it to other com- have been given the same statistical

plex historical conflicts, as in the Ireland Significance by Harris—as hysterically

of 1920-23. Otherwise | stand over my claimed by himinrespect of Protestants—
remark. | simply meant that the promin- that the IRA had outdone what the Nazis
ence of Protestants in Cork's commercialwould later do orKristallnacht

life was largely unaffected by the up-
heaval of 1920-23. Indeed, Dr Murphy

comrade and friend (but Civil War enemy)
of Michael Collins—who was both a
Catholic and the tailor in question; while
the Jewish victim—Ernest Kahan—
earned his living as a civil servant in
Ireland’'s Department of Agriculture.”

| repeated this point in a further essay
entitled"Citizens of the Republic: Jews in
The problem posed for Hart, Harris and Independent IrelandVhich was published
makes it clear that. far from beina an Murphy was the fact that there was not aby Dublin Review of Booki& Summer
©® cear as, far om BeNg &l gingle Jew to be found who had been a2007, while in a letter in th&unday
eccentric opinion, mine is ‘a widely held ~." ) .
belief'and that it 'is generally accepted by ViCtim of the IRA, neither during the War  Independenbn 1st July 2007 | added
historians that... urban Protestants... Of Independence, nor during the Truce, "Theidentity of the Free State Army officer
maintained their hegemony and their nor during the Civil War. Harris throws who murdered Ernest Emmanuel Kahn in
control of the professions right into the around terms lik&the Jews'and'prelude 1923 was known to the authorities from
years of the Free State'. Moreover, as faryg g pogromas one might confetti, but the very outset, and to society at large
as | can see from the book, the author ; : ;
such statements are totally devoid of since 1934 when Sean MacEntee publicly
nowhere states that the exodus of Protest- . - . L -
ant residents from the Blackrock and 9€nuine conviction or concern, since they named him in the Dail as James Conroy
Douglas areas was accompanied by grefer to non-occurrences. This is nothing and warned of his re-emergence on the
collapse of Protestant commercial inter- Mmore than a studied pose, as Harris studscene as a Blueshirt activist.ivas com-
ests in the city centre. Unless. Of course,iously avoids any acknowledgement of menting on a report, headlinéiilling
Senator Harris has startling new evidencethose Jews who had actually been murderspree led to fear of pogrom on Dublin
of a Kristallnacht on the SO“,;,'? Mall ed in that period"Murder in Little  Jews! and published on the previous
some night in the early 1920s? Jerusalemfsthetitle ofa TV documentary Sunday, 24th June 2007:
It is obvious that Gerard Murphy was transmitted by RTE on 11th October 2010,

rendered dumbstruck by the ferocity of @nd introduced as follows:

David Fitzpatrick's springtime assault on "Even though the Dublin of 1923 was
both his analysis and arithmetic, what we  atroubled place, recovering from the war
might call the "think of a number and  ofindependence and the very recent civil

"A killing spree that saw two Jews
gunned down on the streets of Dublin in
the Twenties resulted from an anti-
Semitic vendetta involving officers in
the newly formed Irish Free State Army,

double it" school of statistics so beloved
of Harris. But why—in the happier month

of November's press adulation—had he

not corrected Myers and Harris/McCarthy
when they praised him for following in
the footsteps of Hart on thé&ethnic

cleansing" of Protestants? For—as is
evident from the manner in which he

guoted John A. and was also interpreted

by Fitzpatrick—'ethnic cleansing of

Cork Protestants had indeed been "sug-

gested" by Murphy, in the manner of Hart
before him. And it was not the only ethnic

target "suggested” by Hart and eagerly

echoed by Harris. In the&Sunday
Independenif 25th July 2010, in his
personal obituary of the recently, and

undoubtedly tragically, deceased Peter

Hart, Harris emphasised—not just once
but twice—the following statement by
Hart, with all the hares it might set running:

"Beneath the official rhetoric of courts

war, the city was shocked by a spate of
murderous attacks on Jewish menwalking
home to the area off the South Circular
Road, known then, as 'Little Jerusalem'.
Bernard Goldberg, a 42 year old jeweller
from Manchester and Ernest Kahan, a 24
year old civil servant in the Department
of Agriculture, were attacked and shot
dead. Within the space of two weeks, two
Jewish men had been shot dead and two
more had been badly injured—the tightly
knit Jewish community in Dublin now
feared the worst—that this was the
beginning of a cold-blooded anti-semitic
campaign... This is a story of intrigue,
mystery, scandal, divided loyalties and
cover up..."

| participated in that documentary by

virtue of my own investigations into these
murders. In April 2007—in an essay-in-

'review entitledGAA Founder No Bloom-

ing Anti-Semite!Which was published at
on theAn Fear Rua—GAA Unplugged!
website atvww.anfearrua.com/story.asp?id

martial and convictions, the IRA were —»126—| noted:

tapping a deep vein of communal pre-

judice and gossip: about grabbers, Black
Protestants, and Masonic conspirators,

dirty tinkers and corner boys, fly boys

and fast women, the Jews at No 4 and the

disorderly house at No 30."

In other words, the "suggestion" was

that the War of Independence was also

anti-Semitic. And there is evidence that

Gerard Murphy did indeed set off to chase

that hare, by looking for a Jewish victim
who either"was killed by the IRA'or

"The following set of circumstances
have not otherwise been brought together
and properly chronicled. In the turbulent
early years of the Irish Free State, 1922-
23, two people—who had been listed as
residents of Dublin's Lennox Street on
the occasion of the 1911 census—would
find themselves murdered by Free State
army officers: one victim a Catholic and
the other a Jew; one a civil servantand the

according to previously unpublished
secret files. At the time, the apparently
motiveless murders, within a fortnight of
each other, caused panic in the city's
small Jewish community. Armed police
were drafted in to patrol a terrified 'Little
Jerusalem’, Dublin's Jewish quarter just
off the South Circular Road... The first
to be murdered was Bernard Goldberg,
42, a Manchester jeweller and father of
four who was shot on St Stephen's Green
on October 31, 1923, after three men had
stopped him and his brother Samuel and
demanded their names. Samuel, who lived
in Dublin, had a narrow escape. He was
hiton the head butmanaged to runtowards
Cuffe Street, later discovering three bullet
holes in his overcoat. Emmanuel Kahn,
24, a Department of Agriculture civil
servant of Lennox Street, who was known
locally as Ernest, became the second
victim, on November 14, 1923. He was
gunned down in Stamer Street in the
Jewish quarter as he returned home after
an evening playing cards. David Millar,
a Victoria Street moneylender who was
with himin the Jewish Club in Harrington
Street, was also shot in the shoulder but
managed to stagger home. Before the
shooting, two men had stopped them,
shouting 'Halt!" Millar said the men used
'‘profane language' and demanded their
names and religion. They were told to 'go
home to hell out of this', and when they
turned to go, the two men opened fire on
them."

Despite this report appearing in his

other a tailor. Confounding the stereo- ownSunday Independerarris has been
types, it was the Irish Republican leader determined to do his best to ensure that the
Harry Boland—War of Independence murdered Jews Goldberg and Kahan
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should return to the category of non- agendawas beingwritten, and linnocen
persons. Buttheir names cry outin glaring believed that the wortlisappearedwas
contradiction and refutation of Harris's peing used inits correct grammatical form es ahora *

dishonest propaganda line that minority g5 an intransitive verb, rather than beifg

communities were stiucky the Repub- ¢ a5 4 transitive one, with the meanifg

licans did not win the Civil War'The = ¢w . gisappeared", as subjectis convert- CHILD ABUSE, STATE AND CHURCH

:L‘ghd‘;c;g?e'gagg;fgl?f;'fshgft%i%? 1 ed into object. | replied on 1st Md§fhe | In the IrishDaily Mal, 7th July 2011,
expose the fact that James Conroy was Qnly Cork Spiro I've come across is thie Niamh Lyons, their pql|t|cal Correspc_)nd-
Jew-killing Free State Army officer in reference on page 6 of ‘A Cork Pogrom[" entwrote about the Irisbtate’s Damning
1923 who had returned as a Fine Gaeland | attached the text of that article, with Record Twenty-seven children and young
Blueshirt activist in 1934. Nor can Harris, the fulltitle of'A Cork Pogrom's Excluded adults died while in State care last year,
inhabiting the historical fantasy land that Friday Night", which had been publishedl leading to claims that inadequate services
he makes such efforts to conjure up, facein the April 2007 issue dfish Political | were failing our mostvulnerable children.
up to the fact that Cork was indeed the Review In February 2010, Daniel McAnaspie, 17,
only Irish city outside of Orange Ulster | quoted from the reports of the British went missing from HSE care. His remains
ever to experience an actual pogrom: not,crown forces pogrom that had been pyb-were found dumped in aditch in Rathfeigh,
Poovivr?y:r:i tﬁﬁ{;ngfhsemﬁt&gﬂgng S;ifﬁgflished in theCork Examineron 13th | Co. Meath, three months later. He had
' P 9 December 1920: been stabbed and his throat had been slit.

Protestants, but an anti-Irish—yet undoubt- " : ; ; :

ot Yy Central CorkinFlames... Mrs. Medalie, Elsewhere, in April 2010, the truth of
edly ecumenical—pogrom perpetratedby 5 jewess, died suddenly in her houselin hat h
British Crown forces in December 1920 Tyckey Street, Cork ... as military enterdd W@t happened to Tracey Fay, 18, was

againstall Cork citizenry—be they Catho-  her bedroom. 'We are Jews', she said, werf€vealed in a HSE report into her death.
lic, Protestant or Jewish. In the March  she saw the soldiers, 'and have nothing|toWhile in care, she had engaged in prostitu-
2007 issue ofirish Political Review | do with the political movement'. Then she tion and has given birth to two children at
observed: exclaimed, 'Oh, my heart!" ... Itis statefl {ha age of 16 and 17. In the four years
“In the Sunday Independern 4th that the Masonic Lodge, Tuckey Street, ¢, o her death, she had gone missing 23

. : was also searched. The Drapers' Clyb, . .
(D:gﬁg?qggsgggf_?sh;gcﬂggﬁtraer\gg.\ll_vﬁg Tuckey Street, was broken into about 11.40. times. She died of a drug overdose in

Burning of Cork. While praising the The glass panels of the front door wefe January 2002. Her body was found in a
. ’ ! brok d both d leading to th i i i
quality of programme-making, he hadno ~ Droken an both doors leading to the bar disused coal bunker in Dublin. What

. were smashed. The caretaker states tha
other conclusion to come to whatsoever  gicles from the club stock were taken happened to thqse other 25 unfortunqte
1" youngsters remain unknown to the public

on its subject-matter, except to offer the  \acCurtain Street Post Office was brokgn :
at least. But when the Taoiseach got up on

following excuse for British murder (in into about 2 o'clock on Saturday morningy.
March 1920):Crown forces would see Mrs. O'Sullivan who is the postmistres$, July 22nd 2011 and made his hysterical

men like (Cork Lord Mayor) MacCurtain - also carries on a large greengrocery buki-speech in the Dail, he had as his object of

as a legitimate target. Historical truth ness, and she states that a considergbleyiack the Catholic Church. and the Vatican

hurts, but it is also a moral good:here quantity of stock must have been taken].. ' .

is no indignation in Harris's heart at the  The shutters were removed from the Cub nand pagt deeds. Apd not once d"?' he or

burning of his own native city." House, MacCurtain Street, and the window later Michael Martin, leader of Fianna

_ ) ) o was broken, but as the boxes in the windgw Fail nor any political party ask the State to

My article, entitled"A Jewish Victim contained only dummy cigars and cigarettgs, account for its own appallirgpntempor-
Named' concluded that the victims killed the proprietor, Mr. Spiro, suffered no great rfaryrecord onits misdeeds in this area. Not

in "the burning of Cork, as the British Lﬁss tlhan i?LepgeSt?lnted by the sg;ashifn of he HSE member or social worker or
ogrom it undoubtedly was ... numbered €9!ass. Theburglarswereunabletoforce ' .. .
p the door and failed to gain access to the Politician has been asked to account for

not only the Catholics Jeremiah and  gpqp - what in any measure is sheer savagery

Cornelius De_laney, but also the Jewish " e towards these dead kids. The media may
Sarah Medalie". | concluded:Catholic O'Sullivans and )
Jewish Spiros were no more spared t ecomment but the only time they go for the

What, if anything, has this to do with “neighbouriy attentions of the marauding (9 % 1% 180 (1% PAst AR B e
Gerard Murphy? Not much. | would have Tansof MacCurtain Street Barracks, thgn ; ) .
o pf y£ i hi§' were Catholics and Jews—and inde the Taoiseach had no bother or squeamish-

ought, on first reading hiBisappear- — i ;
ances for that name, in that form, did not Freemasons as well—spared the ramp g oo ref?rnng to tfieape and torture.
iNces , ' ing raids of the Tans from Tuckev Str of children"he made very sure that this
ring any bells f_(()jr me. But on _Iregentlly Bgrracks "So the Hart.inspired >slearc did not apply to his own or previous Gov-
attempting to tidy up my mail box o alt- . i i
happened across an emal from a GefOr an elusive—by virtue of being nort. AR SR METEEREED M FETEE
Murphy, dated 30th April 2008‘Dear existent—Jewish victim of the Cork IR pass
Manus, | doubt if you'll remember me, during the War of Independence had compe ) |
Ger Murbhv. | 1and vou & few vears back & Cropper. On 13th May 2008 Ger Murply . What utter cpdswallop. The State at all
_ Pt_y- 'th%y N t%/  doad replied to me:"Did not realize | was times workedviththe Church and was the
in connection with George Nathan of dead '¢P'€t . ! i i i i
Limerick Lord Mayors fame. | heard that $a|I|ng ISntp ch:pgy Walllters with m¥/ ?]ue Eﬂiﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁrg?]\éegtggonufnﬁ ILSn(Ifrc:;rnriSelg F\jvli)t?rrl](gn
you recently published an article on the 10N 0n Spiro. And no, I've no proof thatfe . ious instituti
experionces of Jews in Cork during the Was killed by the IRA. | now suspect into the various institutions run by the

_ > robably emiarated. most likelv to th Church. And when the religious orders

reference to a man called Simon Spiro,ISt"j}te?"'A\”]:j SSC') we v(\;ere jpaFEdhtf'l this evidence), the State ditbt give i

who was a JP in Cork at t.he tme? | |nc o o P :; lgrarl !\|/||-urp 1 because they simply hadn't it. Ireland of
wonder is there any possibility he dis- "Disappearancesind'Political Killings the 30's to the 60's especially was poverty-
appeared? Regards, GefThere was no Narrative. _
indication that a book with a particular Manus O'Riordan | |t Is Time

y
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stricken. In 1961 public expenditure on all Pastand made a foe of the faithful Church Anyway as'liberal England took Hari to
branches of education in Ireland was 17thatalways stood by us in good times andits breast, he was awarded many press
dollars per head—one-third that of the Pad- Andthey have made afriend ofan oldawards between 2007 and 20401'am
UK. According to UNESCO statistics Eig;?ﬁggg;:%?}sgﬁg:n”a’g2252gjr”;g?hotsur((aj_lftgls nevgspipflflls Stl(")‘onr']I(Ied bfy
published in 1962 and covering the period | | w1 at our fawning. bowing and 1naeneora baron Sif Artiony & ety o
from 1955-1957, the proportion of Irish ug ur fawning, bowing Independent News and Media or whether

hildren b p d ni scraping. One journalist sneered at one ofbennis O'Brien owns enough shares to
children between fifteen and nineteen oyr former Taoisigh who wrote to the claimitfor himself'In 2008, Hari entered

years of age enrolled in secondary, voca-Holy Father in a what was then a mostthe Orwell Prize and his work hit all the
tional, or technical schools was 36%. The humble way—well forget then and look standards! according to th&ye which
proportion in NI was 75% and England at nowand how we bend the knee to our contains the main source of this article.
and Wales 88% (this had everything to doforeign neighbour who is Queen in her "Hari offered the judges a heart-rending
with the adoption of the Butler Education own realm and head of her own Church. account of life in the war-torn city of
Act throughout the UK post war by the Modern? Most definitely not! And with  Bijrao in the Central African Republic”

Labour Government). all the blarney and tokenism to a few The charity that took Hari to Africa has
None other than David Thornley saw media/political/academia heads, the only contacted theEye to say that what he
and wrote that the— time Ireland had a State Church—the wrote appalled its staff. Hari did not hire

established Protestant one by which oura translator, instead browbeating a charity
XXIIl and his great predecessor and the Diol)'eEwelr_ehenS'l?\}/?d by tithes eltl C%t_erawprker into translating for him. He pro-
influence of the historic encyclicals V€N English politicians eventually dis- mised to give her his notes when they
‘Mater et MagistraandPacemin Terris',  eStablishedit, through the huge campaignsreturned so she could file her own report
have redrawn the framesiicial thinking ~ ©f the likes of Daniel O'Connell—the on the war, and then broke his word. He
in a predominantly Catholic community Prelates of the Protestant Church werecontinued to hold on to the notes even
such as that of Ireland. The air of spring' furious—but we as a people saw to it that after she complained to Simon Kelner, the
which, as His Grace the most Rev. Dr. We never had a State Church again. Thandependent's Editor.
Conway has said blows so excitingly Catholic Church has never or soughttobe The reason for this became clear when
through the fields of ecumenism and @ State Church. But get this—all the so- his article came out, &most of the content
liturgical reform, can be breathed no less called liberal societies including our near- differed from what interviewees had told
in that ofsocial reform. ". est neighbouhave all State Churcheb. ys" the aid worker stated to thge Hari
o was recently reading a history of Sweden"completely exaggerated the extent of
But Thornley saw that the politicalway and their State Church is the Lutherandestruction in Birao" He "completely
of PR, enforced on Ireland by Britain, was Church. Similarly with Norway, Denmark - invented quotes, in particular those of the
nev_er going to be beneficial 150 Irish SOCIety and the Netherlands—all their Royals areFrench soldiers" In one gruesome Vig_
until it was tOta"y gotten rid of. As he included in their State Churches. When nette, Hari has French soldiers te|||ng a
stated: . . Crown Prince Wilelm-Alexander of Hol- - piteous story of hovichildren would bring
pa"rIiZ(; Ct?]gsé'it\ﬂgir\',ceyiﬁﬁ%iﬂf:té?réggﬁé land (the House of Orange) married ays the severed heads of their parents and
> foreign Catholic, she had to abandon herscream for help, but our orders were not
the nineteenth-century character of our gjigion in this day and age and had full o help them” P
I:{fgllzcélr'ei(i:se’,iﬁ??gﬂiﬁzggg%fglgﬂ;ﬁélinstruction in the Protestant faith before
success. J.K. Galbraith would not be shz POUId ge(tj(rjnarrleg to tge future King | was there and I did the translating for
elected for an Irish constituency unless ?An IS how addressed as Lrown Princess i
axima and all their children have to be "Another of Hari's entries was a story

he were prepared, firstly, to hack his way - . .
through the undergrowth of the con- Proughtupin the Protestant faith. Liberal  on how multiculturalism was betraying

stituency machine, and thereafter, to SOcieties my foot! But of course the UK jmmigrant women in Germany. He took
demonstrate his zeal to his constituents@nd Iishmediawantto and have portrayed  gJi his case studies from a pieceDer

by devoting the greater portion of his OUr society as "backward”, "mediaeval”  Spiegelconjured up names for the abused
time to the battering of the administration for being Catholic. There can be no doubt  women even though the German maga-
on their behalf with petitions which are now that as we become increasingly  zine has notidentified them, and muddled
more often than not either superfluous or anglicised, there is a corresponding re- thefacts abouttheir cases as he transcribed
improper. And it is the victims of this alignmentwith Protestantismitselfandits  them. Journalists warned Jean Seaton,
machine who must form cabinets. If our values especially its intolerance for those the Orwell Prize's organiser, that Hari
legislators are to be both economic of us who are weak and sinful—i.e. thatis  wasaphoney. Butthe judges—John Tusa,
geniuses and keep their seats, they mushll of us—whatever Taoiseach Kennyand Albert Scardino and Annnalena Mc

"modernising tendencies of Pope John

"They did not say this. | know because

develop the rare virtue of controlled Michael Martin say! Afee—did not listen. With Scardino
schizophrenia.” leading the way, the judges bestowed the
2008 Orwell Prize for journalism on
ORWELL AND JOHANN HARI Hari."

But Thornley adds this caution which

as we can now see today is the norm: Johann Hari is a liberal and gay icon

. } o . . i and one of the UK's Independent column-  When stories of Hari's plagiarised inter-
But if administrations gives us five st since he began his journalistic careeryiews began to fly around the web last
year plans, while democratic politics gives o a5 heen acclaimed for his reportagemonth, the Orwell Prize organisers thought
%Soniqitbr:asr:i;t's,car?\l/)i(cgf d;mjgfrg}f;oﬁinci and viewpoints. He also apparently postedit would be a simple matter to strip him of
will come 1o seem a sideshow to the POISCNpen attacksonth_eW|k|ped|aent(|esthe 2008 prize. Not so. Scardino urged
business of government, from which only of those _vvho_ crqssed him. But according caution; Tusa yv_omed that he Woul_d look
the changeless and unchangeableto an article irPrivate Eye No. 1293, he like a fool for giving Hari the award in the
minority of participants derive either WaS quite keen on the practice of plagiar-first place; Polly Toynbee, Jenni Russell
amusement or profit.” ism. With allthe upheayal goingin the UK and Patrick Cockburn told the organisers
overthe Murdoch Empire and its appalling that they must not publicly shame Hari.
That last bit of course is our modern mispractices—which of course takes in  Their pleas are unlikely to sway the
media but for them now too, surely the Ireland too—I look forward to the day council of the Orwell Prize when it meets
bells toll. The media have rewritten our when our own crowd are unmasked. next week. TheEyés new evidence is
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damning, and lawyers have already advij
ed its members to declare Hari's 200
entry "void". But according to th&ye

evidence of Hari's stories ratcheted up af
even staff at théNew Statesman "also
knew that their new recruit was not an
honest man. Cristina Odone, then it
deputy editor and her assistant Barbar:
Gunnell toldStatesmaaditor Peter Wilby

that Hari was making things up. But Wilby
did notfire Hari, and whatever reprimand

he issued did not terrify him into mending today'drish Timeg(14th May) (Hitler's death didn't mean a damn thing to my fathe

his ways."

Of course | have never been able t
understand the liberal leftin the UK which
has made a God out of Orwell. In my
opinion, he was a particularly nasty mar
In WW2 the Allies would never have won
but for the Red Army and their incredible
achievements today are whittled away b
those types of historians and journalist
(not unlike Hari to some extent). One yed
in Normandy while travelling there, we
decided to look at the huge America
cemetery which was kept like—to my
mind—a military trophy. But in fairness
to the US, there on the map was the r¢
line that betold of the massive awesom
march of the army of the Soviet Union
Orwell wrote his infamousst (file FO
1110/189 at the British National Archives
where he shook dirt over so many peopl
He "listed Communist Party members
their FT's (fellow travellers) crypto
communists, and paid Soviet spieBtie
Dublin playwright Sean O'Casey was o
the list—and he wondered why he wasn
getting work from the BBC—the latter to
this day vet all their employees by MI5
MI6. Stephen Spender who was late

knighted was sourly assessed by Orwell

in 1948 to be &Sentimental sympathiser...
Tendency towards homosexuality”. If an
reader has time, it is worth a look as
necessary corrective to the thinking i

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

d

. The War and the Emergency

i1 This letter was sent to the /rish Times on 14th May, but was not published

The otherwise interesting report by Michael Parsons of his interview wi
Hempel, daughter of Germany’s envoy to Dublin during the Second World W

was marred somewhat my the glib remark: "the second World War, known
o Emergency in Ireland".
This phrase was first put into circulation by Prof. Brian Girvan in his book o
wartime neutrality a few years ago, published by Oxford University Press. Butth
_regardless of its derogatory intent, is simply untrue, and the editors at OUP sh
picked up on this at the time and excised it.

The term "The Emergency" was widely used to refer to the many restriction
yPplace under the Emergency Legislation introduced by the Dail for the duration
s European conflict. These ranged from the rationing of food, fuel and other comm
r to the establishment of the Local Defence Force and restrictions on what the pre

publish, so as to minimise the use of Irish media outlets for propaganda purpose
h of the belligerent powers.

The conflict itself then raging in Europe, and later in Africa, Russia and worl
was known as "the second World War" and was generally described as such.
»d  Thedistinction between the two terms is obvious, as | know from many conve
eover the years among my own family—many members of which served in th¢

forces, prepared to fight an invasion from whichever side it came.
Philip O'Connor

"Israel Unresolved

The following letter of 20th July failed to be published in the Irish Times

Israel's Ambassador Boaz Modai writes that "the lessons in all this for Israel a
?international resolutions remain a fiction if they are not backed by a real willingné
tenforce them" (June 23rd). He was referring to Lebanon’s failure to impleme
provisions of Security Council resolution 1701, passed in August 2006, at the end
last hostilities between Israel and Lebanon.

Before demanding that Lebanon castthe mote out of its eye in this matter, Israel
astthe beam out its own eye. lItisin breach of over 30 Security Council resoluti
require action by it and it alone.

Y Haditimplemented those resolutions, it would have (a) removed all Jewish settle
Brom the West Bank, including East Jerusalem (resolutions 446, 452 and 46
'reversed its annexations of East Jerusalem (resolutions resolution 252, 267, 27
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today's Ireland as propounded by the likeé$,76 and 478) and the Golan Heights (resolution 487), and (c) allowed the International

ofthe commentariat that Dev himself ban
ned all kinds of sex because he was so
thrall to the teachings of the Catholig
Church. One of these days—and notintg
distant a future, there will be some peopl
whose thinking now is accepted but wh
will not be able to withstand thstare of
history' The tears of Archbishop Martin
on RTE News at Six (20th July 2011) will
not have been shed in vain.

Julianne Herlihy ©

"Atomic Energy Agency to inspect its nuclear facilities (resolution 497).
In David Morrison

gJohn-PauI And The Brits

This appeared in the Sunday Independent of 1st May

In his article 'From O'Connell to Pearse and beyond, our Anglophile instincts r
intact', (Sunday Independent, April 17), Dr. John-Paul McCarthy implies tha
intellectual traffic between Ireland and England (not to mention Wales and Scq
was all one way. He claims O'Connell was influenced by the Chartists. Surely ity
other way about—or at least a matter of symbiosis? Two of the most disting
leaders of the Chartists were Bronterre O'Brien and Feargus O'Connor.

Joseph Plunkett and PS O'Hegarty were admirers of HG Wells. Wells was tra

D

On-line sales of books,
pamphlets and magazines:

https://
www.atholbooks-
sales.org

into many languages. He was something of a hero in the Soviet Union. Presuma
admiration on the part of the Bolsheviks and Fenians did not extend to his appallin
views. He believed thdmud coloured’people and othéracially inferior" types (we
Irish among them) ought to be exterminated.

Dr. McCarthy muses on the notion that Pearse may have been influenced by M
Arnold. Pearse probably did come across Arnold's views but he was spec
influenced by Maria Montessori, the Italian educationalist.

Sean McGouran
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control, as they did in Ireland after 1922, Catholic Church, reduce it to penury and
the priests became brave enough to preactake all the schools from Catholic manage-

Does peace, love and equality of opportunity mentto State control, so thatthe curriculum

It not just to the poor but to all. Ireland was can be controlled. That this happens in a
Stack educated by the priests, by the Christiantime of economic crisis for the public

Up Brothers and by many other various orderspurse is rather like that of Henry VI

2 of religious men and women. It was by the whose exchequer was bare and then came
enormous and badly-paid efforts of Broth- Thomas Cromwell with his infamous
CLoynNE RePoRT 2011 & CatHoLic CHURCH ers and Nuns that the level of education inDissolution of the Monasteries. Bounty
Ireland was raised to a high level. It is an flowed into the King's coffers and it all
acknowledged fact that the standards ofcame from the Catholic Church. So too in
: o education in Catholic schools was and islreland today—the question@ui Bono?
wavelength since Global Capitalism got much higher than in Protestant schools.

at tr_\em. Nobody believes politicians are This has led to a well-educated intellect- Taoiseach Kenny did not seem to care
straightany more evenwhenthey are, and o o moetent cohort of people in every whether he had the truth or not. He wanted
very few of them are. :Jgﬁ/compe ent col rc1)r ﬁ people in every whethe eha etruthor not. He _ah eI

The killing in Norway by Anders rish town. And with the Roscommon to rantand he ranted. And so did Michae
Breivik is a symptom of the underlying Hospital incident, where the Ta0|sea(_:h Martin, leader of Fianna Fail _When his
illness in society which is Powerlessness Enda Kenny was caught out not only in turn came. Arrogantly the media refers to

Everyone, worldwide, knows they are'makmg a false election promise but histhe Report having beetreleased"on

' e denial of it was likewise caught out, and 13th May—ijust after the Roscommon lies

powerless against politicians. Democracy o Tagiseach (a former teacher himselfywere found out, butthe Reportis not as yet
is truly dead. Voting does not change 54 enough of this education for the massest the time we go to press released to the
anything more than the colour of the poli- and he let fly at the Catholic Chur¢hle  retail Booksellers. Itis not yet printed and
tical scenery. The politicians are ruled by thunderedin the Dail, the mediareported. bound which seems to indicate that it was
capitalism and this is Darwinian Capital- However, he had no credibility because prematurely released on the internet on
ism red in tooth and claw where the weak everyone knows the Catholic Church did 13th July 2011 for a political reason.
are trampled underfoot and individual move quickly to deal with the few, the  There is another report, which is stated
people do not matter. very few, cases to come to its attentionto be complete but not published and that

One of the global businesses is theregarding abuse. Andthe only clericnamedis the Raphoe Report. Will that also be
Business of Politics—the Politics Industry by Judge Yvonne Murphy in ti@loyne  releasedto snatch the headlines and squash
in which not only all the top politicians Reportas being guilty of ina.ppropriate some ayvkward political story?
operate but also the heads of |BEC,behaV|our is Bishop Magee himself. And  Yes, it all begins to stack up now. The
Construction Industry Federation, CBI, the offence: kissing a seventeen year oldpoliticians are not trying to rescue us.
Irish Farmer's Association, heads of stateMale fondly on the forehead. Is no priest They are trying to sink us deeper in the
Departments and heads of Quangos, Head§Ver to sh(_)w a normal sign of affection? morass morally and _f|nanC|aIIy._ T_rylng to
of Semi-State companies, Planners andBut the main reason Edna Kenny soundedyet rid of the C_athollc Church is just one
Statisticians. They are all in the Politics ridiculous when he went over the top part of the Project.

Industry. Worldwide they all understand 29ainst the Catholic Churchis becausewe  Financially, we have got ourselves into
each other and what they are about. They’:l" knowth_atthe grea}testabuserofchlldrena deep hole—an economic depression
are about looking after themselves. presently in Ireland is tHdSE. The HSE  funded by huge borrowings caused by
They are not about looking after ordi- Nas lost or mislaid countless children avaricious overspending. The only way to
nary people's interests. Sure, the road<ommitted to its care and.there have beeryet out of itis by paying off the borrowings.
must be reasonably road-worthy and foot-Many deaths of children in HSE care.  That is done by saving. Saving is a post-
paths must be reasonably level and people Additionally, we in Ireland all know ponement of consumption. So what does
must be given concerts and street-partied’oW that when the Catholic Church's our "Global Politics Industry"member
to keep them occupied. The Black Religious Orders set up their homes fordo? Our globally-correct Minister for
Economy is allowed to flourish, but not ©rPhansand other unwanted children, andrinance, Michael Noonan, wants us to get
too much, just to keep people quiet. TheWhen the Catholic ChUI.’Ch agreed to fundeeper in the mire and he advises us to
Black Economy is the retail arm of much Indust_rlal Schools to which children were Spend,”spend our way out of the reces-
of Global Capitalism. After all it keeps committed by the State Courts and by thesjon". This may be good for him but it is
people on drink and drugs and prostitution children’s families, the Church did so out not good for us.
and child trafficking which are the really ofits c_harltable motivation for the goqd of
big money makers for the global industries. the children. And also the Church did set USUK
The global politics industry depends for UP these Homes so as to preventthe child- g s every indication that the USA
its power and money on the other global"€n form being put into Protestant 5,4 K economies are in a lot worse
industries such as armaments, drugsProselytisingHomes, where notonly were ¢, pje than Ireland's. But they control the
pharmaceuticals, alcohol, trafficking, the children deprived of their religion but PR, and obviously they control Moodies
construction and engineering and food. Were in many cases starved to death. Thegypich gave Ireland's bonds junk status
These are the biggies from which Politic- ‘Bird’s Nest' syndrome is nota myth.  recently and which still rates the US at
ians get their power and money. And so when Taoiseach Kenny triple AAA rating, even though President
And religions get in the way. Religion "thundered"in the Dail against the Obama states he will be unable to pay
preaches peace and love, forbearance an@atholic Church, he was burying his Federalwages after 1st August 2011 unless
toleration. All very well to keep the poor "Roscommon A&Etmbarrassment and Congress approves more borrowing
satisfied with their lot, especially when atthe same time serving the Global Politicspower. But, whoa! Back up there! How
the priests were under the control of theIndustry which wants to get rid of the can more borrowing improve the
State as they were under the British StateCatholic Church by relegating it to the economy? If USA borrows more, then
in Ireland up to 1922 and as they still are slums of the world where they think it USA will be deeper in the cesspit that it is
in the UK, Denmark, Norway, Sweden belongs. The Taoiseach has appointechow. And believe me if a country cannot
and many other countries world-wide. Ministers Shatter and Quinn whose mis- pay its wages, like President Obama says,
But once the priests get free of Statesion is to take maximum assets from thethen it is in the pit now. Already.

It does not stack up since politics went
Global. All the politicians are on the one
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But of course the Global Politics Indug
try, of which Congress and Obama 3
members, will make sure that the GloQ
Armaments Industry will be paid by pro
iding more borrowing power for USA
Federal Government to spend. They
keep at this. On and on until the bottom
reached. USUK were never at the bottd
of the pit before and so they do not kng
how far down it us. So they will kee
drawing out from their economies i.e. the

tax-payers until they hit bottom. It won't b

long now but it could take five more yea
to get down. Then when it's down the
might go away and let the rest of us get
with our ordinary (by then very ordinar
economic lives. Letting all of us with th
debt burden to be paid back by us.

SOMALIA

Look at what is actually and reall
happening. Take Somalia:
1. Global Capitalism takes their oil a
other minerals. The Somali Global Po
ticians get their portion of the wealthto b
jetplanes and arms from Global Capitalis
2. The land of the ordinary people
ruined from the extraction process al
despoliation. Their fishing is ruined.
3. The Somali fishermen have to try
make aliving from piracy. Global Capita
ism fights back to stop the Somalis.
4. Famine caused by the despoliatio
their resources hits the Somali peop
Global Aid Industry swings into action t
mop up charitable euros, pounds and d
lars from well meaning ordinary people
5. This Aid Industry spends the Ai
money on food produced by Global Cap|
alist Food Industry. The packages of fo
are prominently labelled USAID—giving
the impression that the best friend of t
poor Somalia people is the US.
6. It all has a purpose: the industri
members of Global Capitalism and t
Global Politicians get richer and the po
Somalis are poorer. We who donate &
are poorer also.
This scenario or aversion of itis enact

and re-enacted around the world wherege

there are resources to be plundered.
Michael Stack ©

THE DAY THE DREAM DIED

They had hope, those Afro-Americans
Radical whites, in their naivety,
saw human and civil rights as equity.
White supremacy, protest Rubicon.
A black president and his family,

voted for, and installed in the White Hougg

His politics quickly turned inside-out,

managing to sound-off mere homilie§

Did you not learn from J.F. Kennedy,
Irish-American Catholic, or black,
must also sing that manic rhapsody.

They fought for the right to invade and had
the rich richer, poor poorer perfidy.
That Yellow-Brick-Road was a cul-de-sa

Wilson John Haire
11th May, 2011
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WIKI-LEAKS continued

that the United States regarded only f

locationsin Ireland as vital to its interests. T

I wasn't mentioned directly in tHeish Inde-

S pendenexpose

One, is the Hibernian Atlantic commun-

ications cable, which connects the Unite

States, Canada, Ireland, Britain and Europe

r Its landing point is Dublin. The other is the

Genzyme biotech plantin Waterford, which
produce the tablet, Renagel.

THE LABOUR PARTY
"Tanaiste Eamon Gilmore privatej

told U.S. diplomats he would support the

holding of a second referendum on
Lisbon Treaty—despite publicly sayi
the opposite, a leaked embassy c:
reveals” (Irish Independert.6.2011).

In a candid disclosure that will pro

embarrassing for the Labour Party leadler,

aleaked US Embassy cable says he ad
.ted a"public posture'of opposition to 3
b second referendum because it Vpanditic-
ally necessary"

At the same time, Mr Gilmore full
expected a second referendum and sa
would support it.

After the No vote in the first Lisbo

_referendumin June 2008, the Labour lez
said the"Lisbon Treaty is dead'and
pl-opposed a second referendum being 1

But Mr. Gilmore presented a differe

scenario a month later to US Emba

- staff, according to then US Ambassa
d Thomas Foley.

"Gilmore, who has led calls agains

separately that he fully expects, and w
support, holding a second referendu
2009. He explained his public posturg

second referendum, has told the embissy

leaguesinthe European Socialists on

19th against assuming a second ref

dum would be successful.
WO  When French President Nicolas Sa
h'Sozy arrived in Dublin a month later,
July 21st, Mr Gilmore still held thi
position as he told him there wa® basi
for believing that a second referend
would produce a result which is a
different from the first one"

But in that same week in July, Nr
Gilmore was presenting a different vig
to the US Embassy.

Mr. Foley wrote his cable on July 2
—ijust two days after Mr Sarkozy njpt
hewith the Yes and No campaignersfi
g Dublin—where he presents Mr Gilmor
bleexpectation of a second referendum

his"politically necessarybpposition to
e second vote.

y

NEw L ABOUR-SPEAK

"Mouth off as much as you want ab@ut
Government policies and decisions—|
be prepared to back them in the Dalil

"That was pretty much the stark m
sage from Labourleader, Eamon Gilm
to backbenchers this weekEvening
Echq Cork, July 23, 2011).

mit-

y
d he

Mr. Gilmore said he and Enda Ke
dehad agreed that TDs would not be muz3
but that 'traps will be set for them'.

eld.  "Ihave cautioned my own backbench
ht to understand that if they issue a pig
ssy  release on Friday about something, t
Hor May be facing a private members' mot
in the House on Tuesday or Wednes
where they'll have to vote on the vé
same thing. They need to be aware
traps will be set", he said. (iid

a

uld

in Hisintervention came after Labour T
of sent out a barrage of press releaseqg

opposition to a second referendum
'politically necessary' for the time beingj,
the Ambassador said in a 'confiden
dispatch sent to his colleagues in W
ington and across the EU.

Of course, a year later, when
Government secured concessions
Lisbon, Mr Gilmore and Labour did ba
the second referendum.

After the firstreferendum was rejectgq

however, Mr Gilmore said there was ho
question of the question being put a secon

time.

"The speculation that there will be
- second bite at it—there won't héle said
on June 13th, the day of the Lisbo
count.

week the vote had to be fully respect
"Thatis why there can be no questio
' going back to the people for a simple
run of the Lisbon treatyhe said on Jun

* 18th.

Mr. Gilmore told the Dall thefollowin{

8SFriday evening several weeks ago on
issue of Enterprise Minister Richard Br

al on's stance on Wage agreementsdy.

h-
THE HEALTH SYSTEM
e TheAmerican Embassy in Dublin wrd
orlo Washington warning visiting diplomd
Lk aboutthe delaysin Ireland's A&E wards
asthey underlined the chronic overcro
ing in the country's hospitals.
Embassy officials in Ireland regulaif
apdated the US State Department
ospital overcrowding, writing last yefr
that patientscan expect waits [of] up
a 12 hours before being seen”
"It's not uncommon for persons to
' ltreated in an emergency room or surrou
ing hallway', reads one cable—dati
from January 2010—obtained by Wi
d. Leaks and published by thkish
ofindependent
re-  Visitors from Washington were advis
e they would need to show extreme patie
if they required medical attention whjje

dy

And the Labour leader advised his @

ol-on any visits here.



WIKI-LEAKS continued the risk of investing here." of the Taoiseach's Department. Ir§
officials told their American visitors th{
US sTUnNeD BY IRisH FARMER PoweRr | they werépreaching to the convertedtt
"Secret government cables reveal U.S highlighting Ireland's potential gains fro

is as good a deal as the unions could hve bewildered by reluctance of Ahern admjn- a Doha de@" particularly in services g
reached inthe current economic envirgn-  'Stration to rile farm lobby over GMQs manufacturing.

ment. He worries, though, whether IBEc ~ 21d CAP fish Independene1.6.2011) “They acknowledged that the Cel
can get its membership to approve US Government officials were puzzlpd 1i9er period had pushed Ireland w
document. While some union reps have 5,4 hemused by the power of the farmjngPe¥ond its former status as an agricultu
complained aboutthe payfreezes,Swn-Iobb US officials keot a watching brief dominated society and that farm intereg
ey estimates that inflation will fall belo y- 2 Kept -ning now figured less significantly in the over
the projections used during the negotipt- O agricultural policy, including WT®  o0onomy» noted the Americans. Howe
ions and that real wages will be signifi- negotiations, Common Agricultural Polity the Irish officials insisted that farme
cantly higher as a result. He also nofed (CAP) reform and the Irish stance pn were'too important a political constitue
that the document does not substantially genetically modified organisms (GMO). cy to lose before the 2007 electitins
address non-wage issues, many of which - One cable reveals that high, ranking ~ Inasummary document, the Americz
are very important to his membership, s Government officials told the US surmise that public statements in defe

"8. (C) Sweeney said that the majority Ambassador that Ireland could not affgrd of the CAP from the then Taoiseach Be
of the unions, with the exception of the to be more flexible in EU discussions pn Ahern and Agriculture Minister Mar
“Trotskyites”, will approve this deal. He  the WTO agricultural negotiations, givén Coughlanreflect, in part, decades-ol
said the worsening macroeconon|ic 4omestic political sensitivities with tHe relgctance within the governing Fiani
environment will make it easier to gt farm communit Fail party to upset the farm communifg
approval because everybody wants der- X - the party's traditional base of support'
tainty above all else. However, he noted | n€ Irish officials told the Ambassadpr Bizarrely, the Americans also refer
that the union leadership intends to gell Of the"political dangers'if they reneged  the Great Famine as a possible reaso
this as a shorter-than-customary trarjsi-on EU commitments not to tamper with |reland's reluctance to sacrifice Agricult
tional agreement designed to get fhethe CAP before Ireland's 2007 Gengralin favour of the Services and Manufa
parties through a prolonged econonic Ejections. uring sectors.

said the unions will expect a better de¢al . i ;
; = ¢gtermake Ireland sensitive to increasg
forlaborin the next round of negotiations the US Ambassador and the then Minigter

in 2010. In particular, he highlighted te fOr Enterprise, Trade, and Employment, dependence on foreign-sourced fodtie
issue of union recognition as being a ey Micheal Martin; Secretary General fpr cable concludesWith the exception d

component of any future agreement gndForeign Affairs, Dermot Gallagher and potatoes imported from Israel, Edit.).

: : o . It describes the Irish Government
ointed out that the main opposition [to h . .
p pp the Secretary General in the DepartmentaCtlon when US officials pointed out tH

e ) ) a successful Doha round could take
"The officials adopted the uniformlife milion people out of poverty in the de
"9. (C) Sweeney dodged the question that the Government of Ireland (GOI) had loping world: "They concede the poi
of whether the social partnership procg¢sspreviously promised the farm commurity but shrug, citing the political difficultiel
was anachronistic, only admitting thafit thatthe CAP would not be revisited befpre involved in confronting Irish farmers”
would likely have to evolve into some- 5473+ wrote US officials'The GOI had US officials also monitored the Irig

thing different. He did say that the recgnt __. . attitude towards GMOs (Genetica
negotiations were cordial (all the main relied strongly on those promises to gell (

players know each other quite well) Qut '€cent CAP reforms, and any reneging on{\ﬂl(l)(d'f'?t?] g_réia”glfSS), Inl?lxdlngthotkg
tense. He had nothing but praise for fhethose commitments would be politicglly ‘XS W! hl anO'Drscoll, fSSIS.anl y
way former Prime Minister Bertie Ahern  explosive ahead of the 2007 gengral retarylnlt e Department of Agriculturg
had handled previous. negotiations ahd,elections in Ireland." Mr. O'Driscoll wondered if the U
in a mild swipe at Prime Minister Bri The cable continues‘The officials understood the complexity of the issue
Cowen said hat, “the breakclown of 8= noted that while Ireland's 50,000 agfi refand ?nd Ot: or EU memt;erhs ates.
in August would not have happened|i : "Asfar as he is concerned, the ques
Bertie were still Taoiseach (Prine cultural V\_/or_kers and_ the|rfam|I|esw_ere a4 of Ireland's domestic stance oanM
Minister)”. community in conspicuous. economicdec-  has heen settled: Ireland will allow t
line, they formed a political constituenty  import of GMOs, specifically feed, b
that the Government was reluctant to file  will not produce them domestically.
"10. (C) We expect the agreementtolbein the run-up to the 2007 vote." said thatthis is a sensible political solut
approved by all sides—not because the ) given that Irish farmers do not prod
sides are happy with everythingincluded ~ Thelrish Government's staunchdefefice  much grain but are quite reliant on by
(or not included) but because going back of the CAP in WTO negotiations cleafly  exports, which depend heavily on G
to the negotiating table raises the risk thatpuzzled the Americans, who descrijed feedstocksimported fromthe U.S.", nog
a deal will never get done. With the Irish the Irish position aatypical”, since the the officials.
En?nc.lal sector ta'(;'f‘g ﬂ beating and @N |rish Governmeriprefers to stand behinfd Inasummary document, the America
f.'s oric turnaround in the government's g ¢, nsensus. on divisive U.S.-EU issups”concluded that"With a Green Part
iscal situation for the worse, the govein- o : L o .
ment will not want to add labor unrestho ~ 1he officials added that Ireland's Environment M_lnlsterandjunlor Ministq
the mix. The U.S. business community is POSition was alstunusual'in view of the| ~ for Food, the Irish Government has gg
watching the process with keen interpst country’s longstanding advocacy for aboutas farasitcango (atleast publicg
because economic stability is one of the developing countries. on GMOs
key attractions for locating in Ireland. A~ Another cable details a meeting betwgen
breakdowninthe social partnershipmopel American economic officials and thgir ~ Anearlier leakto 'The Guardian’, UK sho
threatens this stability and could incregse counterparts in the Economic Policy office

with U.S. a draft copy of the agreement.
Like McCoy, Sweeney believes that this

this comes from the American Chambier of the Taoiseach, Dermot Mccarthy_

of Commerce.

Comment
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country of consensus. and a good place processandtodraftand presentthe offi
for business', he said. agreement for final approval by t
"Mr. Kenny expressed these opiniops  parties.
after speaking to former Irish Congreps
of Trade Unions general secretary Peter 1he Deal
"3. (SBU) Under the terms of a ddgl

Cassells, who told him social partnership
covering the next 21 months, the partggi-

agreements were central to Irelangl's

economic success at the timdtigh pantsinthe social partnership talks ag

Independent2.6.2011). to halt public sector wage hikes for thefl. 1
months, freeze private-sector, unionij

workers pay for three months, and, accq

WIKI-LEAKS continued

TrRADE UNIONS

Below is an account from thkish
Independen{2.6.2011) on the US stange
on the Trade Union movement and Sogial
Partnership, it is followed by the actyal
cable as it was distributed by WikiLeaks

themselves. The WikiLeaks Cable:

"America's top diplomatin Ireland told
Washington that a breakdownin Ireland's
social partnership model would incregse
the risk to investors here, according tp a
leaked US embassy cable.

"Other leaked cables showed how the
US position on social partnership changed
over the years, with diplomats comipg
round to the view that it was good for the
economy.

"Then ambassador Thomas Foley
issued a stark warning about the dangers
of breakdown after a partnership agrge-
ment was struck in September, 20D8,
following a tough round of talks betwegn
the government, employers and uniops.

"Just more than a year later, the Sogial
Partnership system effectively collapged
when the Government and unions could
not reach agreement on how to cut pl
billion from the public pay bill.

"An October, 2008, cable revealed the
American Embassy attached much
importance to the social partnership
process.

"Mr. Foley briefed the office of the
U.S. secretary of state, Condoleezza Rice
that a breakdown of the social partnerghip
model would threaten economic stabilify,
which he described as 'one of the key
reasons for the huge inflow of U.$.-
sourced investment.

"Mr. Foley's fears had been stoked tvo
months earlier during a meeting he had
with then Tanaiste Mary Coughlan.

“In a cable marked ‘confidential’, he
wrote that Ms. Coughlan was 'particulafly
worried' at the time that 'trade unions
might adopt aggressive tactics, which
could deter prospective foreign investofs'.

"During the Celtic Tiger period, a prey-
ious U.S. ambassador questioned the need
forhaving a social partnership agreemgnt.

"In an April, 2006, cable, ambassador
James Kenny described the original ragio-
nale for social partnership—moderate
wage growth to make Ireland more
attractive for foreign directinvestment:
as 'outmoded'.

"The Ireland of 2006, with full employ-
ment, low inflation, and steady growth Jis
a healthy economy, where labour gnd
business presumably could work out the
terms of employment through dirgct
negotiations', he observed.

"However, Mr. Kenny was able fo
appreciate why partnership was sfill
important in Ireland.

"The partnership process nevertheless
retains its relevance for its psychologjc-
ally reassuring message that Ireland |s a

CABLE REFERENCE ID: #08DUBLIN545

Subject Ireland's Social Partnership Dea)'
Good Enough—For Now

Origin Embassy Dublin (Ireland)
Cable time

Wed, 1 Oct 2008 12:25 UTC
Classification =~ CONFIDENTIAL
Source http://wikileaks.org/cable/2008/1p/
08DUBLIN545.html
History First published on Fri, 22 Jul 2011
21:39 UTC Media?

SUBJECT: IRELAND'S
PARTNERSHIP DEAL'S GOOD

Classified By: PEO Chief Ted Pierce.
Reasons 1.4 (b/d).

1. (C) Summary: On September 18 the
parties to the Social Partnership talks
(principally business groups and traple
unions) agreed on a provisional deal that,
among other things, would freeze public
sector wages for the next 11 months{ A
leading business representative told U.S.
thisis the best deal his membership colld
have hoped for given the tight econonjic
situation. A representative from one pf
the leading unions agreed but added that
trade union members will be expectifg
“a better deal” at the next round of talks
in 2010. Both said that the currept
agreement is meant to get the natjon
through what looks to be a very shdrp
downturnforthe Irish economy. Itis no
up to the government to “officially’
present the draft to all concerned partjes
for an up-or-down vote. The Americgn
business community is watching the
outcome of the talks closely becaus¢ a
breakdown of the social partnershijp
model threatens Irish economic stability
—one of the key reasons for the hupge
inflow of U.S.-sourced investment. Erld
summary.

SOCIA

Social Partnership—What is it?

"2. (U) The Social Partnership procefs
describes the (roughly) triennial discus-
sions to reach voluntary agreements|on
workplace-related topics, mostimportant-
ly wages. The government, the busingss
community (represented by the lIrigh
business and Employers Confederat{on
(IBEC)), and the trade unions (represept-
ed, in part, by the Irish Congress of Trade
Unions (ICTU)) participate in the talkg.
The first social partnership agreemgnt
was reached in 1987 and is often credifed
with being one of the sparks that ignit¢d
the Irish economic rebound. The goveln-
ment's role is to act as facilitator of the

ing to the Irish Department of Enterprige,
Trade, and Employment website, “se
aprocesstodevelop anational frame
on the employment and rights
temporary agency workers”. Given tig
the Irish government is expectedto r

substantial budget deficit in 2008 a
2009, tax cuts, a key component of pr
ious deals, are notincluded in this agree

The business Community

"4, (C)Econofspoke to Danny McCo
head of policy at IBEC and lead negotia
for the business community, who sgid
that this was about the best deal his g
stituency could have hoped for in tge
uncertain economic environment. Initigl-
ly, union representatives wanted Jhy
increases tied to “unrealistically hig
rates of inflation but ultimately had
settle for a hike of just over four percgnt
forthe 21-month period. McCoy said tigs
was slightly above what his membersfi
had indicated it had budgeted for 20(

"5. (C) McCoy said that IBEC woul
be able to get its membership to back
agreement but was not sanguine that
private-sector unions could convince thir
members. He explained that thereism
confusion about what was actually agrg
on the pay deal and demonstrated
great detail—that the public-sector phy
pause would not actually kick in until I
2009. For this reason, he reasoned
the government would have little difi
culty getting the public sector unionsjo
fall in line.

"6. (C) McCoy agreed that, as unifgn
membership declines, the social partrger-
ship model may become unnecessa
the near future. For now, though, he ghi
that “the best thing about the current d
is that there was a deal” and that e
markets would have reacted poorly tf§ a
collapse in negotiations. He warned tHat,
as a sop to the unions, the governmerg in
the nextfewyears, “will likely putrestri
ions on the use of agency (tempord
workers”, to the detriment of Irish bus
ness. However, he doesn't foresee
the government will enact any kind

business community.

The Unions

"7. (C)Econofimet with Paul Sweene
economic advisor to ICTU, who playe@a
key role in the negotiations and shajed

continued on page 29




WIKI-LEAKS continued

the documents are themselves genuing, it

does not always mean that the analypis
and gossip reported inthe cables are alw
correct.

By its very nature, field reporting tc
Washington is often candid and based
incomplete information. Itis notan expreg-
sion of policy, nor does it always shay
final policy decisions.

These American diplomats have be
trained to listen, probe and prod, mi
sources, report and write—sometimes
under witty and elegant headlines (o
cable relating to the deepeningfiscal crigis
here was titled:The Irish Economy—A{
Black as the Guinneks

"Almost all of the time, they view Irish
men and women simply through th
reflected mirror of U.S. strategic interes|
and policy" (rish Inde.31.5.2011).

The US is routinely given access
sensitive information by the highestleve
of the Irish government through an exte,
sive network of official—but highly
confidential—contacts.

American officials count Government
Ministers, senior civil servants and tgp
diplomats amongconfidential” sources,
the leaked US Embassy cables reveal

Their activities are disclosed in th
Ireland Cables—1,900 classified doc
ments from the whistleblowing organ
sation WikiLeaks.

Roughly half the cables—dating frorj
the Air India disaster in 1985 to the Vatica
response to the Murphy Report into t

(0]
Is
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e
)-

h
n
e

. . *
sexual abuse scandal in the Archdiocgse

of Dublin in February 2010—originat
from the US Embassy in Dublin. The rept
are sourced from Embassies and Congul-
ates across the globe.

One leaked cable reveals how former
Minister and current Fianna Fail Vicg-
President Mary Hanafin briefed the Amerji-
can Embassy on tense ongoing coalitipn
negotiations.

The word "PROTECT" appears besic
her nameinthe cable, meaning herident
and/or her comments were not to be m3
public.

ity

MINISTER HANAFIN
Ms Hanafin confirmed she gave th
briefing at the behest of US Ambassad
Dan Rooney.
According to the dispatch, Ms Hanafi
made a number of derogatory comme

ts

hy "

*

emphasize 'hares, stags and badgers
everyone else in the country is drowni
in this economy’,".

Other cables reveal the ease of acc
e US has to the top levels of success

Irish Governments—often being briefe
on matters of huge public interest prior
bnthe Opposition or the Irish people.

Much of this information was share

e With US officials via high-ranking Irish
civil servants and diplomats. And stringe
L efforts were made to keep the identities
K these contacts under wraps.
The language used in the cables|i
;ediplomatic. But sometimes the mask sli
is little, giving a telling insight into how
the US State Department views Irelar
all setwithin the context of its own strateg)i
interests.

Among the highlights in the cables a

5 the following:

* The United States government close
monitors the country's main mosques arI

American concern over alleged Islam
‘'extremists' operating in Ireland, leak
embassy cables reveal.

* The IRA retained active support arour

the world right up until it finally put its
arms beyond use.

* The United States warned the Govern-

mentthat Ireland would be seen dsaven
for terrorists" unless it extradited thd
Colombia Three.

Former Taoiseach Bertie Ahern waé
"generally considered softeoh the Provi-
sional republican movement than either
his two key Cabinet Ministers during th
Northern peace talks.

Fianna Fail officials privately admittedl

they would be the last party to form
government with Sinn Fein—at the san
time as they were negotiating to push t
DUP into a power-sharing deal at Stormo

US diplomats delivered a damning asse
ment of Ireland's ailing health system
leaked embassy cables.

Below, we publish items which dwe

onthe Labour and Trade Union moveme
€ mentioned in the WikiLeaks cables.

de"Spi A" NOT "H ACKING " THANK GOODNESS

"It was the biggest spillage of U.$.

secrets in history"allegedly carried ouf
e by a 23-year old US Army Intelligenc
oranalyst at a Baghdad, Iraq military bage.

If convicted, the officer, Bradley

h Manning faces 52 years in prison.

The key issue in the whole story

about her Green Party coalition partnefs.Manning's motivation.

"She said she had the impression that
if some of the Greens had their way, t
Programme for Government woulf

He allegedly leaked the files, not fc

e financial gain, recklessness or malice,
because he genuinely believed he g

hilwrongdoing in occupied Irag—15 deta
g ees were arrested by the Iraqgi Fed
Police for printing anti-Iraqi literature.

eSS
ive FrREEDOM OF THE PRESS

d So we ask"Has Julian Assange a
[0 WikiLeaks contributed to the Freedo
the Press?"

Maurice Hayes doesn't think so a
Maurice was a one-time Director in Ingg
Nt pendent News & Media PLC, publishg
ofof thelrish Independent

"That said, one can only be struck
the banality and essential triviality
most of the information that was bei
collected and transmitted, little that co
not be gleaned, much less expensiv
from the better newspapers. Oneis str
too, by the lack of selectivity or quali
control in collection and analysis, t
sheer overload of information, a
wonders who has the time to read it a
the receiving end.

"The wider issue is what hacking §
this sort and the wider dissemination
the information so purloined will do {
the way in which civil servants a
diplomats do their jobs, and to the wig
public interest. It is a sad, if unforese
consequence of the Freedom of Info

d

ly
id
C
d

to access. Civil servants have resorte
not writing down what should have be
recorded, or to using Post-It notes, wh
can be stripped from files. Applied

diplomacy this leads to lack of docume]
ation and an impoverishment of t

In the short term, it discourages cand
and honest expression of opinio
(Maurice Hayeslrish Ind. 13.6.2011).

One month later, thieish Independen
a got upon its high horse to moralise

e hacking at théNews of the World

he
t.
5S-
n

"Here was a newspaper that was qfli
clearly out of control and whose sen
management were, at the very least,
pared to condone serious wrong-doingi
pursuit of a 'scoop'.

"Not only is listening in on peoplefk
voicemails illegal it is utterly immora
Perpetrating such a gross violation
someone's privacy is never justified,
matter how juicy or salacious the stq
may be.

"Other journalists would be wel
advised to learn the lessons of the afffi
If we journalists seek to hold others
accountforfailing to adhere to the high
standards then we must expect to s
the consequences when we fall shor
those same standardkish Ind.8.7.2011),

But"Spillage"is not the same ddack-
ing"? And what of hacking by our o
I' security agencies and their old friend

UtMI52 It goes on every day!
aw

ation Actthatthere is nowless informatign

archive which future historians will curgg.
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"Nations have neither permanent friends nor permanent enemies, only permanent interests"

WikiLeaks and Labour

On 28th November 2010, five maj
newspapers—The Guardian, The N
York Times, Der Spiegel, Le Monde al
El Pais—dominated global headline

r countries considered unsavoury, such

wlran and Syria.

d The bulk of thelrish Independent
stories came from the 'confidential' doc

when they published a selection of cablesments. Some of these will scandaliz

that provided readers worldwide with wh
WikiLeaks described dan unprecedent-

ed insight into U.S. government foreid

activities".

The WikiLeaks database made aval

able to the five newspapers compris
251,187 cables from 280 US Embass
and Consulatesin 180 countries across
globe.

Atthat pointjust 11 cables—all originat

ing in Dublin—had been published.

"The Ireland cables were obtained Ry
thelrish Independerthrough an arrange-
ment with whistle-blowing organisatior

WikiLeaks that involved no financial

transaction or any monetary obligatior]

on either side.” (31.5.2011).

Anarrangementwas reached with Wikji-
Leaks, essentially boiling down to a

agreed understanding on the terms

el
nd
condition of publication, including redac1 interests generally mirror that of the U

ing (editing), where necessary, the materi

t others will simply confirm long-held opin
ions and prejudices about the nature

wider world. But almost all will provide
I- new and telling insights into the behin
bdthe-scenes politicking and horse-tradi
festhat goes on behind the closed doors
thénternational diplomacy.
Thelrish Independenpublished the
- cables (31.5.2011) just a week after t
outpouring of pro-US sentiment thg
accompanied Barack Obama's on his fi
visit to this country. The Irish cache give

S
Itis clear fromthe cables Ireland enjoy

avery 'special relationship' with Washingto,

But this does not appear to be
ationship of equals.

In the global political arena, our ow

n

an unprecedented insight into the trye
nature of our relationship with the U.S|]

George Canning

asand this is vividly reflected in the Irelan
Cables.
In these instances, it is arguab

e, most powerful political and militar
machine in your corner.

of But on those occasions when o

n Ireland's relationship with the US and tle interests diverge, the US State Departm

is never shy about showing their di

:ﬂ— pleasure.

g Most of the time, particularly when i

ofcomes to something of strategic impo
ance to the US, Irish Governments app:s
unwilling to stand up to its much bigg

heand powerful ally.

1t

[st
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SHANNON AIRPORT

The cables reveal several Governme
Ministers expressed reservations abq
claims from human rights groups that t
s airport was being used to transit cont
h. versial rendition missions.

a  But, tellingly, they never pushed th

would threaten the economic benefits
the US military's use of Shannon.

and compliance with a security protoc
to protect and handle the sensitive infor
ation at our disposal.

"We were able to begin the lonat
times infuriating but ultimately

fascinatingprocess of trawling through
the entire cache of just over 1,900 cabl

relating to Ireland by the first week of la
month" (rish Independent, 31.5.2011)

SEcRECY
The cables are divided into fi

Y,
different categories; SECRET/NOFOR}
(not for foreigners' eyes); SECRET;

CONFIDENTIAL/NOFORN;
CONFIDENTIAL and UNCLASSIFIED.

The SECRET cables were an obviogs
starting point. This category only covered

a limited number of themes; the spread

nuclear material and military exports

J’l Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
- offered special rates on other publications

Irish Political Review is published by
the IPR Group: write to—

1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
Bray, Co. Wicklow  or

33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or
PO Box 6589, London, N7 6SG, or
Labour Comment,

C/0O Shandon St. P.O., Cork City.
TEL: 021-4676029

Subscription by Post:

12 issues: £20, UK;
€ 30, Ireland; € 35, Europe.

S

Electronic Subscription:

€15/ £12 for 12 issues
(or € 1.30/ £1.10 per issue)

You can also order from:

We had a good example of this duri
President Obama's visit in May, with t
using of Shannon Airport for America
military and Imperial expeditions, regard
less of circumstances despite ongoi
accusations aboutthe transport of so-cal
terror suspects.

According to the cables, there was
high level willingness to provide detaile

issues both at home and abroad.

This cosy relationship extended to
Cabinet member providing detaile
information on sensitive coalition negq
tiations,Ministers promising to advancs
US interests at EU levednd our own
Ambassadors briefing American official
in sensitive trouble spots around the wor

Phttps://www.atholbooks-sales.org

continued on

LI- extremely beneficial to have the worldfg

Shannon Airport is a good exampld.

issue too hard or took any action thgt

a «

Q)

briefings to the Americans on delicag

Itis also important to stress that, whife
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