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90th Anniversary Of . . . What ? Merkel line in

This month sees the ninetieth anniversary of the signing of the 'Treaty' under urle@.Iand'S Interest
The Constitution and the Government set up under that Treaty in accordance withgBritish
constitutional usage and within Imperial parameters is increasingly being descrfbed as i .
the founding of Irish democracy. In this scenario the 1916 Rising, the 1918 Electipn, thé N€re is nd'Euro crisis” let alone a
Declaration of Independence are air-brushed out of the Irish constitutional story. TH@/lapse of the Euro'The Euro remains
new version of Irish constitutional history takes British law as its source, instg dtBP second largest and the strongest

asserting the beginning of a new law and a new constitutional departure in purely IRSffency in the world. Despite the ‘crisis’,
terms. its value on currency markets remains

virtually unchanged. In addition, the yield
Micheal Martin, having led historical Fianna Fail to the verge of extinction, mddeo@y Germany's 10-year bonds, which

speech at a 'Civil War' commemoration in which he accused Sinn Féijagking | reached a historic high of over 9% in 1990
history” in justification of its campaign déenseless murders'The event which wa§  following re-unification, has now hit a
being commemorated is the death of anti-Treatyite Denis Barry on hunger-strike il 1988ord low of just 1.72%, in the midst of
Martin said that Sinn Fein wasnly belatedly recognising the validity of constitutiofial the 'Euro crisis'. Poland, the largest new
republicanism(Irish Times, 21 Nov.) member State, is currently in talks to
A few days after Martin's speech, Margaret O'Callaghan, a history lecturer @t Tped up its entry to the Euro. In other
Queen's University, told the audience at a conference at Athlone military barracks thatds, there is ntEuro crisis”, with the
was chiefly concerned with counter-insurgency techniques, that De Valera, the feundigfency as strong as ever. The world
of |[Fianna Fail, hadomented Civil Warin 1922-3. Her audience did not repudiate fhemarkets' are currently treating the Euro as
charge, which is the standard anti-Fianna Fail charge. It seems that Martin has deceggigshymous with the Deutschmark.
that charge as valid. Butthe death by hunger-strike that he was commemoratinglwas @hat there is, is a Eurozone crisis, i.e.
incident in thatfomented Civil War" It was not in support of the Constitution imposeda crisis of how the zone is organised and
on the country by Britain, on the ruins of the Constitution adopted in 1918-19, thatDefégional economies within it aligned. This
Barry died. And a hunger-strike against the Constitution is not quite a Constitdtiopph political crisis.
event.
There was a time when Fianna Fail knew very well that it had its source in fictive |RELAND'S™ ECONOMIC SOVEREIGNTY"
opposition, by military means as well as non-military, to the Constitution of 1922. JAfter It has become axiomatic for Ireland's
military defeat, in a waifomented'by the British Government in June 1922, De Valgrachattering classes (the same people who
shaped the defeated Anti-Treatyites into an electoral force, though not quite a Constitutitoddlus how vital it was for us to adopt the
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Palestine gets full membership of UNESCO o
— and twists America's tail| 5= i

Reports of the private conversation Little attention was paid to other, mofe 5" = 5. Zz%
between Presidents Obama and Sarkozpolitically significant parts of the conver§- Oy fa - apes.
during their bilateral meeting at the G20 ation. Inthese, Obama complained abbut <5~ «,7 ~z~
summitin Cannes on 3rd November 2011Sarkozy's unexpected decision to votgin , , .. .. ... . —
focussed on their unflattering exchangefavour of Palestinian membership pf e e
about Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu. UNESCO a few days earlier, telling hifp: =#z .~ fzeon oy frmme
"l cannot bear Netanyahu, he's a liar" "l didn't appreciate your way d
Sarkozy told Obama, unaware that the presenting things over the Palestin@n
microphones in their meeting room had  membership of UNESCO. It weakengd
been switched on."You're fed up with us. You should have consulted us,
him, but I have to deal with him even more  that is now behind us.”
often than you"Obama replied. | continued on page 6|
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The retired Professor of History at UCD,
CONTENTS Tom Garvin, wrote a book about the found-
ing of Irish democracy in 1922—that is,
by the Treaty. Martin Mansergh, when he
was adviser to Taoiseachs, was the Fianna
Failer who came to our notice as accepting
this view. Our view was that Irish demo-
cratic government was established in
January 1919 on the basis of the election
of December 1918, was broken by the
Treaty War"fomented"by Britain, and
was gradually restored as the Treaty was
rejected—though with deformities in-
grained by the Treaty War and the refusal
of the victorious Treaty Party to amend
the system when it became possible to do
so. (The Treatyites seemed to forget that
they accepted the Treaty only because the
Empire threatened a re-conquest, with
concentration camps and chains of block-
houses to control population movements,
if they refused to sign, and that they pro-
mised to use the Treaty to get rid of the
Treaty.)
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The long succession of electoral defeats
suffered by the Treaty Party after 1932
was not the result just of having signed the

BYLabour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: Treaty, but of the authoritarian stupidities
Mondragon Cooperatives, Part Two of its conduct of government in 1927-32.
(back page) Though forming occasional Coalitions
with Labour after 1948, it took almost 70
Forthcoming: Index To 2011 years to overtake Fianna Fail in Dail sets.
It's Not Sufficient To Be Sour, Desmond Fennell And now that it has recovered the position
Review Of 'Northern Ireland, What Is It?', Wilson John Haire of being the major party, ithas begun to do

strange things. In a Dail exchange with
Martin Ferris (Sinn Fein), who brought up

) L i the Ballyseedy Massacre, Leo Varadkar
force. He led itto electoral parity with the impose an Unequal Treaty on Turkey ¢.iq that it had to be admitted that the

Treatyite Party (now called Fine Gael) in around the time that the Treaty State in Treatyites committed war-crimes in
1927 and to Government in 1932. In Ireland was getting its finishing touches. establishing their State.
Government it repealed the Treaty Oath, The British War Coalition fell as a con- Ballyseedy was, as far as we know,
which had been the issue in the 'Civil War' sequence of defeat by the Turks andalong)rganised by Free State troops on the
and dared Britain to do anything about it. period of Imperial drift under weak Gov- ground, directly engaged in conflict. The
Britain protested. ernments began. Itwas notuntilitlaunched,, naculate Conception massacre was, in
The possibility of peaceful electoral ?gsc;tor:?r:Vvi?s”?‘c\)/:{tirgslgti%tlnB'trT:':lihnOF\)Neazf asense, amore serious atrocity, because it
reform of the Treaty State into an inde- ¥ i iq i was conducted at the level of what Marg-
reaty >tate de- able to throw its weight about as it had 56t o'callaghan (who must have been to
pfenhdepl't fepUb'j?hd'd HOtC:!e mthEW?_rdmg been accustomed to do before 1922.  campridgel) likes to cathigh politics”.
would have entiled Britain 10 INerfore. ed e Fres s ca o e st 0 e Who had been n captiviy from
forcibly in the affairs of the Free State if it tg republicans at any time from the rﬁid_ Iﬁe start of the Treaty War Were, many
considered the terms of the Treaty werelgzoz onwards Itch)ése todothe oppositemonths later, taken frqm pnson,follovymg
being broken. Itdid sointhe case of otherysing the Treat.y Oath to keep the rapidlya colq-blooded decision by the Cabinet,
. . . ) ; o and killed as an exemplary act of terror.
imposed Treaties—for example, it over- growing body of Anti-Treaty opinion out
threw the Government of Iraq in 1941 for of jts Dail. Its object was to humiliate  Amidst all of this, where does one find
trying to implement a neutrality policy in - Anti-Treatyites who wanted to play a part a Constitution within which people might
the World War. in public life by making them take the be actively but peacefully Constitutional?
Oath, over which the 'Civil War' had been The 1919 Constitution might have been
What made the peaceful reform of the fought, as a pre-condition of doing so. such if Britain had not made war onit. But
Free State a practical possibility was not This policy was persisted in until 1927, after the delegates were presented with
the Treaty, butthe drastic decline in British when it was subverted by the Speaker—the Treaty ultimatum in Whitehall in
Imperial morale, and a consequent declinewho enabled Fianna Fail to enter the Dail December 1921 there was no return to
in effective military power, that happened by subterfuge and thus made democraticConstitutional stability for almost twenty
as a consequence of defeat in its attempt talevelopment possible. years. The Treatyites responded to loss of




Office in the elections of 1932 and 19
by becoming Fascist. It was only wh
the Spanish Civil War ended and Fi
Gael supported the Fianna Fail neutral
policy in Britain's Second World War th
aroutine of electoral politics within a ve
widely accepted Constitutional framewo
could begin.

But that was only in the 26 Counties.
the Six there was no real Constitution
all, andthe 1937 Irish Constitution asser
de juresovereignty over them.

Jack Lynch, on whom Martin seems
model himself, added fuel to the flames

August 1969 with a mischievous speech

and made things worse in 1970 by bring
criminal prosecutions against people w
were carrying out his orders or were taki
him seriously. But, even if Lynch had n
been frantic, and there had been

sovereignty claim, there would have be
trouble in the North because, while bei
held by the British state, it was exclud
from the British Constitution. The Cathol

community had no democratic outlets|in
the political democracy of the state. Itwas

ruled, with aggravating informality, b
the Protestant community and its militi

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITO

ity
i; Attitudes To Martin McGuinness
rk 1 was surprised and disappointed in Stephen Richards's lgtteriRolitical Review

November, 2011): surprised at the ferocity of it all though it's not an unusual

Protestant viewpoint.
In I suppose | expected something different considering his intellectual ability by
atagain | have heard some pretty base stuff coming from sophisticated Protestan
edpast. It's difficult to take his defaming of Martin McGuinness. The British media

something similar a couple of years ago and the Catholic community in Derry rei
to their trust in him by their continuing support. | have relatives living in Derry wh
in @ware of this support. One of his supporters, a Catholic, decided to become a
L. Witness but remained his supporter. Thatis an unusual thing to do for Northern C
converting to Protestantism usually take on their political outlook as well.

]

ng

ho  Of course as a Catholic you can be best friends with Protestants, even when
NJin the B'Specials as | was with a mate of mine. We socialised by going to dand
Ot Saturday night. Unionism was well in control then and Lord Brookborough the U
Noprime minister was able to go on long sea-cruises. The RUC band played Irish jigs
enof the Belfast City Hall during the summer and sectarianism seemed benign
ng nobody was losing their life over it. Then it was all over, the personal friendships
~d to failwhen benign sectarianism became malignant because something has beer
¢ went that wee bit too far. My mother, who has survived the viciousness o
Catholicism during the forming of the first Unionist government in the 1920s, said
a going to happen again and | knew she was right for | was feeling it. At work the
militant Protestants were discussing what they must do next time, saying they h
Y rifles at home ready and of course Brookborough at the same time was now thre

in a bogus Parliamentary system, wh

only apparent purpose was to keep them
down. We don't know that there are any  Stephen Richards's outburst reminds me of my own Protestant father’s outbu
Constitutional rules for conduct outside day, as a boy, | overheard him say to my Catholic mother: 'Where's all the mong

the Constitution.

Articles 2 & 3 were repealed in 1998, apologised or said he was caught off guard for that would be saying he was on g

but Martin still seems to think it is hi

business to say what is murder and wh tjhildren. He just couldn’t help his sudden outburst, being in a socio-political set

resistance struggle in the North. And he
regurgitates the decayed fantasy that t ere
would have been unity, if only there had |,
been no resistance to the undemocratic
system of British governmentin the North.

Sinn Fein has ndtijacked history"

& to fully arm the Protestants. You know then, though you have not done anything
S€that merely being what you are is unforgiveable to them.

have you been giving it to the priest?' She said nothing but just gasped in shock. k
those years against saying sectarian things to his nearest and dearest within ears

Northern Ireland.
Thenwhenin his eighties he decided the Provos must blow away the more bigg
Protestantism if Northern Ireland was to become a more just society. | think he
quite pleased with the present power-sharing arrangement and with Martin McG
Wilson John Haire

13th November, 201
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Martin has jettisoned the history through militaristic state which has the means ofis convenient moral at a moment when a
which his own party developed, but Sinn applying it. He quotes Trinity historian disoriented Ireland may be called upon to
Fein has not picked it up. Unless someDesmond Lyons assuggesting it was be a cheer leader for a US/UK war of
element within Fianna Fail picks it up €gitimate to argue the Irish delegation destruction on Iran—for which assault it

again, we will have to askVhat is Fianna
Fail for?

(PS: Tom Garvin's successor as History Tom Garvin, whdtook Lyons's argument
Professor at UCD, pop-historian Diarmaid further”by ridiculing those who took wha

Ferriter, celebrates the Treaty in thish

Times(3 Dec): Birth Of The Nation: the

treaty thattransformed Irelandfis range

of vision is determinedly sub-insular,
provincial. What Ireland did for itself in
defiance of the Empire is of no Constit- and Constitutionally.
utional account with him. All that counts

with him as Constitutional is what Britai

made Ireland do under threat of re- Unequal Treaty is not mentioned as

'had a moral duty to sign' in face of the has put itself onside by withdrawing
threat of renewed war with Britain if they Ambassador from Tehran.

its

did not". And he praises his predecess

The Great War And The

Ireland did for itself in 1918-21 as havin . .
Forced Migration Of

moral or Constitutional validity as fancifu

metaphysicians. Those who submitted fo Armenians
the threat of overwhelming Imperial forcg
acted'more sensibly,'and more morally by
Prof. Dr. Kemal Cicek.
The sudden decline of British power il 280pp. Index. Maps.
N the face of the Turkish refusal to accept an

978-085034-123-2. Athol Books,

@ 2011. ©25, £20.

conquest by war and terror. He says thatfactor in the working out of the Irish

there is a moral obligation to submit to a "Treaty’. The moral is that Power wil https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

threat of immediate and terrible war by a have its way and must be submitted to. Lit




opposition of the Britain, Ireland and other allies to save his creation, he has turned to
Merkel Line countries opposed to Treaty change, shehe_ arc_:hitect of its destruction, th<=T UK,
] proposes afinter-Governmental'solu-  which is why he chose as the medium of
continued  tion on the basis denhanced coopera- his negative thoughts on the 'Merkozy'
tion" between states outside the generalsolution the BritishDaily Telegraph
EU framework on the model of the (03.12.2011)David Cameron has been
Schengen Agreement that abolishedleading the charge against a Eurozone
Border controls between its signatory solution to the crisis, as a consolidation of
states. Given that such opposition to Treatythe Eurozone, with its own internal struc-
change is implacable, we must assume—tures, will remove British means of control
and hope—that the Eurozone proposalover the Euro. Cameron attended last
proceeds instead. month's summit of EU leaders wearing

Angela Merkel has been steering his poppy. He has declared that, although

"A great deal of nonsense has beengermany on a course of controlling the Britain is not a member of the Eurozone,
i;pread abouteconomic SOVerfg'gntyS'ncesolution tothe crisis, specifically by intro- itis affected by it, and therefore demanded
reland was forced into the bailout a year . . .

ago. How much economic sovereignty ducing a syste_m of_ fiscal c_ontrol across that the solution should be_the preserve of

did this State have between 1922 andthe Eurozone in alliance with France. A the 27-member EU Council and not of the

1979, when we were linked to sterling? Eurozone solution separate from the EU countries of the actual currency. Cameron

The Bank of England did not consult could also accommodate non-Euro stateshas also ruled out a financial transaction

governments in Dublin on monetary sych as Poland, and include strengthenedax (as favoured by the leading EU states)

policy. Once the Irish governmentstarted , .\ isions for states accessing the EFSFand opposed curbs on speculative banking
gglngort%lljr&teértwgté%r;% ?r??hdeTg%ztsotjor (European Financial Stability Facility). schemes, as contrary to the interests of the
gogereigntygwas eroded from anéther Sarkozy_stated the principl_e of_th_e Euro- Ci_ty of _L_ondon._ But Europe's pgtien_ce
direction, as a dependency on borrowing ZONe regime as currency solidarity inreturnwith British divide-and-rule tactics is
exposed the country to the vagaries of thefor budget discipline. The Eurozone would reaching its limit. In a previously un-
bond markets"I(ish Times3rd Dec.). have its own governance institutions led imaginable headline, the German popular
by member state Heads of GovernmentBild tabloid demandetBritain—get out
No EU soLuTion rather than their Finance Ministers. Euro- of Europe!"

The EU has been paralysed in the facezone summits on this basis have already A Eurozone solution of the 17 Euro
of the crisis as major powers differ on the occurred at Sarkozy's initiative. This currency states creating their own institu-
direction of a 'solution’, with Britain im- means that financial power in the EU will tions outside the EU institutions is a
placably opposed to any greater financialeffectively transfer to the Eurozone nightmare scenario for Britain, but the
integration, increased Commission powerssystem. best option for Ireland.
or curtailments on finance capital. The  While Merkel claims that her preference
weakness of EU institutions and their is for budget discipline in the Eurozone to IRISH CONFUSION
hollowing out since the Lisbon Treaty be enforced through enhanced powers for The latest stages of the crisis have been
means that, with the collapse of the com-the Commission, it is obvious that this metin the Irish media by a barrage of anti-
munitarian structure created by Jacquesill fail due to British resistance to Treaty German commentary and ‘jokes' echoing
Delors, states seeking greater integrationchange. Sarkozy is holding out for just the worst of British anti-German war
have no option now but to act in their two things before France fully endorses propaganda. Sinn Féin joined inthe chorus,
interests and negotiate solutions on a bi-the Merkel plan for an integrated disciplin- with Gerry Adams taunting the Taoiseach
and multi-lateral basis. ed Eurozone—Eurobonds and a role forin the Dail with a'ctpla focal"in awful

Merkel has taken a step at a time. Backthe ECB aslender of last resort" German. The Government has more or
in September she had to win the German A year ago, Ireland was precipitated less said it will engage with the Eurozone
political system to accepting a bailout of into an IMF-ECB"bail-out" (i.e. a very  plan, while maintaining as its bottom line
Greece that would involve substantial expensive loan) by the premature declar-the ring-fencing of the indefensible 12.5%
losses to French and German bond holdingation by Merkel and Sarkozy of intent to Irish Corporation Tax rate.
banks. She made the case for this ininstitute changes to control bond holders  The flavour of much press commentary
political terms. The sensationalistmedia— and limit the freedom of speculative in Ireland on the crisis over the last three
inher cas&piegemagazine—prophesied finance to operate in Europe. While this years has been utopian, blaming the
adefeat for her proposals in the Bundestagvas disastrous for Ireland at the time, theprevious Government for the sins of
and a heave against her leadership withinproposal in itself is in Ireland's interests, capitalism and floating unrealistic notions
her own party (CDU). None of this came and will be implemented once the Euro- of salvation through the burning of Bond
to pass. Instead, she won around not onlyzone is secured. Holders and possibly extraction from the
her Government parties—withthe except-  Deeper integration, halted by British Euro. In his final months, Garret Fitz
ion of a handful of free marketeer liberals resistance in the EU, is now set to proceedGerald used his columnTine Irish Times
and Bavarian CSU parochialists—butalsothrough the Eurozone alone driven by to attack the apocalyptic scenarios of the

Lisbon Treaty) that we have lost our
"economic sovereigntyto a cabal of
Merkel and SarkozyMerkozy" Stephen
Collins, in a piece reminiscent of Garret
FitzGerald's warnings in his latter months,
put the kybosh on that one in taking on
Fintan O'Toole, Morgan Kelly and the
other prophets of the apocalypse:

the Opposition, the ever patriotic Social Germany and France. celebrity economists (Brian Lucy, Morgan
Democrats, to vote in favour of her B Kelly etc.), who had the run of the media,
proposals. RITISH RESISTANCE g5 yndermining Ireland's international

The liberation of the Eurozone from
THE 'M ERKOZY ' SOLUTION the EU has upset Delors, the architect of

The Merkel proposal is to change the the communitarian EU that has been This campaign of negativity had a
Lisbon Treaty to enable integration of the systematically dismantled over the lastpurpose and a task in hand—the
Eurozone. If that is prevented by the decade. And now, thrashing around for replacement of the FF-Green Government

reputation.



with an FG/Labour one, and the destructionO'Toole, has pointed to the nonsense thathe EU project foundered. The Constitu-
of FF. In February 2011 it seemed that thelreland was financially sovereign betwegn tion was a misguided project and its
task had been achieved, and the1922 and 1979 when it was under theauthor deserves to have his name changed
propaganda campaign was wound down.control of the Bank of England, warned pf to Valery Giscard D'isaster.
But some ideologists just couldn't let go. the consequences of a return to the status A compatriot of his, the reactionary
Morgan Kelly returned to his theme, now of a "satellite of the UK"("quickly | philosopher/politician Joseph de Maistre,
demanding that Ireland realise who its drift[ing] back to real poverty, onthe scaje described this type of fantasy very well, in
true“friends"were, effectively advocating of the 1950s") and advocated negotiatinganother context, over two hundred years
Ireland's return to the Sterling zone. our way through the Merkel solution, ago when he wrote ofthe profound
Although Fintan O'Toole cannotyetbring accepting thedisciplines agreed at EY imbecility of those poor men who imagine
himselfto advocate that, he has announcedevel" (IT, 03.12.2011). that nations can be constructed with ink"
himself a Euro sceptic and called forusto  But Collins is wrong. It is precisely gt~ After many barrels of ink were used
"end the charade before EU chiefs gettheEurozone levehegotiated by the statgs up, the Constitution idea had to be aband-
more powers" (IT, 29.11.2011). actually involved in the currency, and npt oned when rejected by France and the
The Irish Timesis now rowing back. the EU levelwhere hostile currencies afe Netherlands. Then the authors came up
Stephen Collins, in a riposte to Kelly/ represented, thatthe solution is to be foupdwith the brilliant notion of changing some
Philip O'Connor words and calling it a Treaty!

The adoption of the Lisbon Treaty was
rejected in Ireland but the authors did not
even bother to change any words but

Li b ) browbeat, cajoled, threatened, and promis-
Isbon 111 ~ ed the earth until the Irish changed their
The prospect of a proposed change tonauseamThey have lost, if they ever had, mind. The little problem being that those

the Lisbon Treaty needing a referendumany critical faculties about the substantial who changed their minds hated themselves
here in Ireland strikes terror into our issues concerning the European projectfor doing so. And now the Government
EUophiles. It is a nightmare scenario for Insofar as they have contributed anything, contemplates another referendum and their
them. However, it is a nightmare that they have done untold harm via Pat Cox'sonly hope is that it can be delayed for as
could be avoided if they gave serious destruction ofthe Commission's authority. long as possible. That is also the position
thought to the matter and put the case tdt is now dawning on some of them that of Fianna Fail in opposition. This is the
their peers in the Eurozone. The Lisbonthis has happened, with the obvioussum total of the Irish contribution to the
Treaty is ignored at the moment. It is consequences, butit's about a decade totssue! But there is no concept by either of
effectively redundant. Why notletitwither late. them of proposing another way to deal
on the vine? It is making a fetish of it to It was that fact plus the rejection of the with this. They have taken no initiative
wantto amend it. There are plenty redund-first Nice Treaty that created an existential whatever to avoid a potential disaster for
ant bits of legalisms all over the place. crisis for the European project. That was them.
Apart from anything else, by making an when the nonsense that led to the Lisbon It is absurd that something that has
issue of amending it, the Eurozone Treaty originated. Our EUophiles went been so blatantly discredited and so
countries are giving Britain a stick to beat along and were cheerleaders for everyfraudulent should now be made an issue
them and the Euro with—as the proposaltwist and turn of the subsequent saga. again—itis a petard for the governmentto
gives Britain a veto on a matter that should be hoisted on once again.

be no concern to it as it is not part of the  Itbeganwith Valery Giscard d'Estaing's

single currency. Would the Eurozone novel idea of a Constitution to give the  Like every crisisthe Euro crisis presents

countries be allowed to have a veto overproject focus and direction. Up until then a great opportunity—to diminish and
sterling? the process was to solve problems on theieliminate British influence in Europe.

There is a Euro crisis. That is what own merits in the context dthe ever Britainis clearly worried that the Euro can
needs solving. That can be done via anothecloser union among the people of Eurgpe” survive and thrive. It stays out of it but

EU process—it's calledenhanced co- asspeltoutinline 1, Article 1 of the Treaty claims a right to determine its future

operation” That is accepted as a totally of Rome. It was dealing with the realities because it might affect sterling! To Britain
correct, valid and legitimate way to do of situations asthey arose bythiemmun-  the EUwas always to be strictly a collection
things, i.e., a number of Members Statesity method” This was replaced by the of nation states in a free trade relationship,
doing what they can to improve co- Constitution concept. This was a flawed and no more, an association within which
operation among themselves in a choseridea from Day One. Constitutions in they could play games. It is sometimes
area. Moreover, it is already practised for themselves create and solve nothing. Theydescribed in Britain as being ‘construct-
other matters, such as Schengen andinthenly give the impression that they do. ively ambiguous', but is clearly the very
military sphere. France and Britain Constitutions are nice laudable statementpposite. Now that the Eurozone group
engaged in it with their attack on Libya. that describe accomplished facts, but themight get their political act together to
So there is no reason why there cannoffact of an integrated European Union did sort out the Euro problem Britain rightly
be a'coalition of the willing'inthe currency not exist and was not likely to exist for a sees this as real threat to the kind of
sphere and it can be formalised by anlongtime. Constitutions are accepted rulesEurope they want and their role in it. The
inter-Governmental agreement that needand norms based on what exists, the icingso-calledambiguity might have to end.
not mean a referendum at all. on the cake. The European ConstitutionBritain tries to use the EU institutions to
concept reversed this process. Years andounter this development. It has the
Ireland's EUophiles do nothing but years of talk and waffle displaced any necessary audacity to be able to pursue
acceptmantrasand regurgitate therad  realistic thinking about other issues andthis with a straight face. However the
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tactic may not work this time. There 4

indications that the crisis is concentrati

minds at last about Britain in Europe a
it is happening in the right place-

Germany.

"Close Merkel ally says: Britain wil
not"get away with'looking after its own
interests at the expense of Europe;

Le Monde 'On Europe, London mug

make a choice...or shut up.'
Speaking on the second day of
CDU's party congress in Leipzi
yesterday, Volker Kauder, leader of t
party's parliamentary faction and clo
ally of Chancellor Angela Merkel
criticised the UK for seeking to onl
further its own interests and singled
the UK's opposition to the propos
financial transaction tax (FTT) i

a state to any organization or group that
does not have the internationally
recognized attributes of statehood, or (2)
to the United Nations, if the United
Nations grants full membership as a state
in the United Nations to any organization
or group that does not have the inter-
nationally recognized attributes of
statehood, during any period in which
such membershipis effective.” (US Public

re saying:
g "You have to pass the message along to

nd the Palestinians that they must stop this
| immediately.”

STUNNING DEFEAT
The 194-member General Conference
of UNESCO voted 107 to 14 (with 52
abstentions) to admit Palestine to full
membership. It previously.enj.oyed Law 103-236).
e Observer status. Since Palestine is not a
full UN member, the UNESCO constitu-  Under (2), it looks as if the US would
e tion required the proposition to have the have to withdraw funding to the UN if
e support of al least two-thirds of the mem- Palestine was admitted to full membership.

bers of the General Conference presengappily for the US, it has a veto in the

. . . ecurity Council and can prevent that.
and voting (excluding abstentions), that Howgver itis notinaposriationto prevent
d is, 81 votes, whereas it received 107. .

, , Palestine becoming a full member of
This was a stunning defeat for the US 5rqund 20 international bodies that are

t

particular. He said, 'l can understand thatand Israel, only 12 out of the other 192 associated with the UN, for example, the
the British don't want [the FTT] whep members of UNESCO siding with them. World Health Organisation (WHO), the

they generate almost 30% of their grgssThe announcement of the result wasFoodand Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
domestic product from financial-markgt

business inthe City of London. But Britajn

also carries responsibility for maki
Europe a success. Only going after t

own benefit and refusing to contribute
not the message we're letting the Brit
get away with.' Following Merkel's ¢

for greater budgetary discipline in h
speech on Monday, Kauder praised
efforts, saying, 'All of a sudden, Euro
is speaking German. Not as a langug
but in its acceptance of the instrume
for which Angela Merkel has fought s
hard, and was ultimately successful
the end'..." (Open Europe, 16 Nov.)

This could be the sound of a wor
turning. And we are told that Ms Merk
has a very useful characterist&he never
ceases to learn", says Ms. Heckélhat
is why people continue to underestim
her. Once you have formulated an opini
on her, she has already change
(Financial Times, 18 Nov.).

Keep on learning, Angelal

greeted with sustained applause in theand the International Atomic Energy

conference hall. Agency (IAEA).

Lir In addition to the US and Israel, the In that event, unless other states make
is votes against came from Australia, UP the loss, the functioning of these

hCanada, Czech Republic, Germany organisations will be impaired since the

. . US usually contributes a significant
Lithuania, the Netherlands, F_’anama andamountoftheirtotal funding, around 22%
' Sweden and 4 small states in the Sout

ero. o nthe case of UNESCO. That contribution
Pacific—Palau, Samoa, Solomon Island

e : NGShas now been halted. After two years of
ge,and Vanuatu—which regularly vote with non-payment the US will lose its voting

ts the US and Israel in UN bodies. rights in UNESCO and with that its ability
o  TheEU states splitthree ways, 11 votingto get its way in the organisation. Similar
in for (Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Finland, restrictionsonvotingrights obtainin other
France, Greece, Ireland, Luxembourg, bodies.
Malta, Slovenia and Spain), 5 against OBAMA WORRIED

M (Czech Republic, Germany, Lithuania,  Nowonder Obamais worried. The US
2l the Netherlands and Sweden) and 1lhasgotitselfinto afine mess—if Palestine
abstaining (Bulgaria, Denmark, Estonia, applies successfully to join UN related
Hungary, ltaly, Latvia, Poland, Portugal, bodies (which the US is powerless to
hteRomania, Slovakia and UK). prevent) the possibility arises of the US
on being deprived of voting rights, and there-
d" fore political clout, in these bodies, because
of existing US legislation. On this issue,
the most powerful state the world has ever

US FUNDING MUST BE WITHDRAWN
A side effect of Palestine being admitted
to fullmembership of UN-related bodies—

Jack Lane

seen was at the mercy of powerless

UNESCO

continued

On 31st October 2011, Palestine was®f voting rights and a diminution of

admitted to full membership of UNESC

with the unexpected backing of France.

there are abput 20 of them—is that exIStIngPalestinians that haven't even got a proper
US legislation compels the US to ceasegiate of their own.

funding these bodies. Thisappliesbothto  commenting on the UNESCO result
membership dues and to any other volun-on 31 October 2011, State Department
tary contributions. And non-payment of spokesperson, Victoria Nuland, acknow-
dues may eventually lead to the withdrawalledged the difficult position that the US
was in and said that "we will consult with
o influence for the US in these bodies. Congress to ensure that US interests and

Two pieces of legislation are relevant. influence are preserved".

And, under legislation dating from the The first of these pieces passed in 1989 jill the present Congress amend the

1990s, the US was compelled to halt

funding of UNESCO, as a result of which
it could lose its voting rights in two years

time.
Obamatold Sarkozy that he was worri

about the impact if the US had to pull

funding from other UN bodies such ast

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
and the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) nuclear watchdog if the
Palestinians gained membership there,

its forbids US tax dollars being paid to legislation to end this farcical situation?
"the United Nations or any specialized Rémember this is a Congress that gave
agency thereof which accords the Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 29
Palestine Liberation Organization the Standingovations, whenhe addressedthem
same standing as member states” (USast May. The Senate, which is controlled
Public Law 101-246). by Democrats, may be inclined to do so.
But the Republican-controlled House of
The second dating from 1994 says:  Representatives is a different matter. In
"The United States shall not make any €lection year, they are in no mood to help
voluntary or assessed contribution: (1) to Obama out about anything.
any affiliated organization of the United David Morrison
Nations which grants full membership as 30 November 2011

ed

he



golden eggs Not for the regions, it
doesn't!

The UK has a profoundly dysfunctional
financial system—yet timid banking
reform can wait luxuriously until 2019!
Tomorrow’s strike—Public versus privatef; Bank nationalisation has socialised vast

) losses, privatised obscene gains and

) . o ) . choked investment in real, productive
On the eve of the first major strike in a It's about creating a better, fairer, way. pysinesses. Stephen Hester, the RBS CEO

generation, Trade Unions are pilloried for Notjustabout“our”jobs, butaboutinvest- js effectively the highest paid public
the narrow defence of public sector ing in new, productive, useful, private seryantin the UK with an annual package
interests. Were that true, it would fail. Itis jobs. of some £9.6 million. Amidst shocking
a measure of the presentational skills of and savage welfare cuts, this sort of banker
David Cameron that the collapse in  Austerity disproportionately affects \yelfare has to cease, period.
revenues since the 2008 financial crashregions like Northern Ireland, the North
has been deftly used as an opportunity toEast, Glasgow and Merseyside precisely \which brings us to the biggest elephant
shrink the State.Private good, Public because our private sector manufacturing, the room—tax fairness. Total cuts
bad,"is working as well for the Coalition, has collapsed. The public sector is notgcross this 5 year Parliament are projected
as did’Fourlegs good, Two legs bador  “crowding out the private sector. The gt £130 billion. This is dwarfed by the
Orwell's Animal Farm pigs. private sector is simply too small—too annualtax-gap of £123 billion, made up of
often creating low-skilled, service- g7qhpillion intax avoidance, £25 billion in
Investmentin nurses or teachers hardlyorientated McJobs. Austerity cuts on 5y evasion and £28 billion in uncollected
caused the collapse! Were Council streetpublic infrastructure—schools, roads, tax. Here is the real black hole, facilitated
cleaners or binmen responsible for thehousing and hospital building—has crip- py 'Big Finance', without which there
£850 billion bank bail-out? Yetit's nurses, pled our private constructionsector. That's woyld be no need for any austerity
teachers, street cleaners and binmen thatvhy mere redistribution between the peasures. .
are paying! private and public sectors is inconsistent
with the aim of growing the economyasa  cojlecting tax—ducked, dodged,
The public versus private dichotomy is whole. avoided and evaded by a super-wealthy

false. The truthis that good public services elite and global conglomerates—provides
are essential forinnovationand productive  Our public majority shareholding in  the answerto howwe kick start productive

growth in the private sector. The UK Banks should enable us to directinvestmentyyowth. Instead of laying off 12,000 staff
boasts competitive global companies in—using the current cheap money gt HMRC, an additional 20,000 tax
the bio-medicine and armaments indust-environment—to tackle over-reliance on qjjectors would transform the UK's
ries, but only off the back of consistent the socially useless activities of ‘Big financial position.

investment in the National Health Service Finance’ and investing instead in armies

and in Defence and war spending. Oneof jobs producing green energy techno- | ocally, our Stormont Executive has

The following article by Mark Langhammer appeared in the
Belfast Telegraph on 29th November

begets the other. logies, renewables, even labour-intensivefe\er levers. Those they have chosen
o insulation. Thésreen New Deds where  gemonstrate that the DUP and Sinn Fein
Similarly, we're told thatgold plated  we should be at! alike are 'captured’ by Big Finance. Cross-
public sector pensions are unsustainable. party consensus will turn Northern Ireland

Few realise thatannual taxpayer subsidies  Nordo public sector cuts work. Sacking jnto a clandestine tax haven, starting with
for private pensions, at £37.6 billion, far a £25,000 public servant—after calcula- raqyced corporate taxation for big firms.
outstrip the £27 billion spent on public ting lost tax, national insurance , adding |t won't finish there.
sector pensions. The difference is thatbenefit costs—savesamere £2000! That's
Government supports private pensions bybefore estimating the wider social costs of  The Coalition has used the TINA'
way of tax relief, most extravagantly the loss of their services. So classroom(-rhere Is No Alternative) argument for
milked by top tax-band earners. assistants, youth workers, MOT testers, qusterity. Ordinary workers attomorrow’s
Just a generation ago we had index-care visitors, all doing useful things, are )|y argue that therés an alternative.
linked, universal state pensions as thepushed to demoralising dole queues forcgjiect the taxes, invest in people, their
foundation to encourage individual saving. what? To satisfy an unproven, ideological gqycation, health and productive capacity;
Then, either State Earnings Relatedwhim. ThisChicagoschool'Von-Hayek jyilise banking, de-financialize the econ-
Pensions—atrusted second tier pension—style gamble famously didn't work in omy, and invest instead in socially useful
or an regulated occupational scheme, leftChile, or anywhere else. Why would it jops, inthe Green New Deal, paying down
everyone covered. Deliberate vandalismwork here? the deficit from a position of secure growth.
of this architecture, at the behest of ‘Big _ o The ICTU's focus is not defending
Finance’, left us at the mercy of mis-sold, Re-balancing the economy is vital to ;¢ against private. It's about promoting
poor performing, commission-driven, OUr interests, but the issue is not privatey,q ¢y res of the many, over the sectional
private pension products. The Union Vversus public. An economy over-dependent; .. .««ts of the few. '
movement on the streets tomorrow will the City of London and its spidersweb of .o ypo shane of things to come, and
argue for'Decent pensions for all" not a tax havenry has been disastrous for ourtime to pICk a side. ’

"beggar my neighbotirace tothe bottom.  regions. Al political parties, Tory,
Liberal, even Miliband’s "Next Labour Mark Langhammer is an elected member of

In truth, the strike is not merely a cling desperately to the imperial Square the NI Committee of the Irish Congress of
rejection of counter-productive austerity. Mile project as thégoose that lays the Trade Unions



Editorial Digest

The Stormont Assemblyhas a very strong
aversion to passing laws. But after s
months of pestering by the press and othd
it has come up with a Programme Fq
Government.
programme for a twelve week consultatio
These incude: creating 25,000 jobs in
new economy: a 50,000 pounds loan
small firms; investing 2 Bn, pounds in th
health service; an authorirty for skills al
educaton and one year's nursry educat|
for every child; regeneration of Long
Kesh with the Royal Agricultural Society
moving inthere in 2013 and areconciiatid
group going into one of the H-Blocks tw
years later; advanced shared educati
double-glazing for all Housing Executiv
homes;
tournamentby 2013; and asingle electrig
market to include the South). Not a bg
shopping listwhen compared to the misg
coming out of the South and Britain.

Integrated schools For some time now,
the Ulster Protestant press, and Pe
Robinsonin particular, have been dematri
ing some form of integrated education
the North. On 15th SeptemiJére Belfast
Telegraphran a banner headlinéThe
teenager set to make stand at Strormg
for integrated educaction" The teenager
in question was one Jake Procter, aged
from Strangford Integrated School—awe
known "integrated" area! The paper|
pictured Proctor and most of his schod
mates proudly sporting their poppie

Below we reprint the school childref

displaying their British Imperialist emb-
lems. For some time now we haV
emphasised that most of ttietegrated"
sector was merely nominal, aiming t
displace the Catholic sector. .

Not exactly laws—but

for
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he Year Of Disappearances

| suppose | should be grateful to Manus O’Riordan for rallying to my defence fo
. ‘'savaging’ | got from David Fitzpatrick (Letter kash Political ReviewAugust 2011).
aHowever, | want to clarify one or two things.

| stayed out of the ethnic cleansing debate because | believe that the use of tf

is inappropriate in the context of Cork city in 1921-22. As | pointed out, the Protes
d who left the south eastern suburbs of the city were for the most part replaced by
orProtestants. So the term is meaningless, which does not stop it being used to rais
) to get people's tempers up and their pulses racing.

The reason | was interested in the fate of Simon Spiro, a Cork Jew and JP wh
n in Cork during the revolutionary period, was because | came across a missing p
b file on him in Department of Justice records. | was also aware, from postal direc
bnand valuation records that he had vacated his home on the Western Road in 1¢
e |nitially, | thought the file was closed. | suspected something nasty may have hap

a major international golf to him—after all, three Cork JPs were assassinated by the IRA and another half

I the

e terr

tants
othel

e aha

D lived
Prsons
fories
21-22
bened
dozer

tyor so were kidnapped. | contacted Manus O'Riordan who had written about t

e ill-

d treatment of Cork Jews at the hands of the Black and Tans. | also contacted severgl othel
y on this matter. There was no trace of Spiro in subsequent Birth, Marriages and [Deaths
records for Cork, nor was there any record of him emigrating to Palestine. A few Weeks
later | was back in Dublin where | discovered that the Spiro file was in fact open anf that
the Civic Guard had checked up on his whereabouts and found that he was livinf over
erhis shop in Bridge Streetin 1924. | also found his name on a passenger list of a linefbount
d-for the US in the late 1920s and that he was also an officer of residence at UCC uftil the
n mid-1920s. | contacted Manus O'Riordan out of courtesy to let him know that | had found
my man. | tell this story merely to show that my search for Spiro had nothing to dd with

Peter Hart. | have never come across any evidence, from Peter Hart or from anyo
ntthat Cork Jews were targeted by the IRA. Of course, Manus is correct in one thi
Spiro had disappeared he would of course have been includébeirvear Of
1Disappearances But he didn’t, so he wasn't. This is another canard, like the et
Il cleansing issue.
| am surprised to learn that Manus would not have tried to help me if he had k
I- I had an 'agenda’. | would have thought that the fate of disappeared persons
conflict almost 100 years in the past would be a legitimate historical subject. Wou
object to a study on disappeared persons from the Spanish Civil War for instance
ironic that in a book of over 300 pages in which a lot of controversial materi
uncovered that Manus should focus instead on a couple of (private) emails sent
on a subject (Simon Spiro) and a topic (Cork Jews) that do not even come up in the
Extraordinary! But this is the level at which much of Irish historical debate oper
This is a place where, to quote the cop shows, 'anything you say, can and will bg
down and used against you', a point neatly proven by Manus O'Riordan’s letter.
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Prof Fitzpatrick, | will be responding to his article in due course. In the meantime,

perhaps Manus can assure the good professor that | do actually carry out some re
Hey, | even 'dip into' Births, Marriages and Deaths records from time to time.

searc

Gerard Murphy

The police are not all that happy either, asDon't burn the poppy! Two 17 year—

Health Minister, Edwin Pootsof the DUP
has his proposals, He has proposed the
banning of smoking in private cars. So far
his proposals have been watered down to
banning smoking to cars with children,
however they might be defined. But we
can be assured that he will eventually be
allowed to go the whole way. Next it will
be in private houses. And still thereisisno
scientific evidence for damage resulting
from what is called 'secondary' smoking.

they will have to enforce it. On can only
speculate that puritanism is more the issue
than health. Itis a fact, though, that cars
themselves are a million times more lethal
than fags, But banning cars, especially in
cities, children or no children, are hardly

likely toto be on Poots' agenda—especially
in a place as car-mad as Belfast. Never-
theless, the Catholic puritan paper, the
Irish News, devoted three pages, including
an editorial, on 15th November, to sup-

porting Poots. And these are people who
we see daily not even strapping their

olds and a boy of 16 have been charged
at Coleraine Magistrates Court with
showing themselves on one of these
silly internet sites burning a poppy!
They were charged with incitement to
hatred The police were informed by
some po-faced British Legion member.
They were accused as members of
something called Muslims Against
Crusades. It has now reached that! By
the way, It happened a year ago!

children into the back seats of their cars.
And they never strap them into buses—
though most are now fitted with straps.

They don't even remove them from their

Tell us about upcoming events

http://www.atholbooks.org/notice.php

push chairs.



cularly impressed with the down-to-earth Government. However this objection has
manner of ex Fianna Fail TD John Mol- less force when applied to the Presidential
oney. On the collapse of the GovernmentElection since this office has a largely
Shorts Moloney said that he couldn't see the ceremonial function.
problem with appointing Ministers to It would be understandable if the
from replace the Green resignations. ShouldSouthern parties, particularly Fianna Fail,
those leaving Government be allowed vetowere reluctant to countenance suchamove:
the Long Fellow e prerogatives of the Taoiseach while Sinn Féin is far stronger in the North.
wishing the Governmenttoremainin place However, maybe Fianna Fail should
Euro Crisis for the passing of an important budget?reconsider. It is very difficult for that
The Long Fellow always remains The Green Party's behaviour was purelyParty to make inroads in the North because
optimistic and is confident that the Euro media-driven. the Assembly Elections are based on a
zone will emerge from the crisis. When Nationalist/Unionist headcount. It can
Mitterrand, Kohl, Andreotti and Delors How weLL bip SN Fein po?  hardly claim to be more republican than
devised the Euro they must have known |t is not easy to assess Sinn Féin'sSinn Féin and thérepublican party"is
that they were presenting a political performance in the Presidential election unlikely to win Unionist votes. Also, for
challenge to a future generation of Euro-5 3 Jike for like basis with previous Westminster elections a Fianna Fail
pean politicians. Mitterrand, in particular, g|ections. TheSunday Independest Presence in the North would just split the
was sanguine about political problems. comparison ofthe Party's Presidential voteNationalist vote. Butin a 32 County Presi-
He once told his biographer and long-time yith the number of votes it received in the dential Election these obstacles would not
political associate Jacques Attali that it General Election does not make muchapply. It would give a strong reason for a
was sometimes necessary to have a crisigense since the total number of votes caskiannaFail organisation north of the border
in order to arrive at a political solution. i, the Presidential Election was less. OnWhich in time could compete with Sinn
At the very least it can be said that theihe other hand, comparing percentagesFéin-
era of European expansion is at an end¢g 994 in the General Election versus
The EU, or more accurately, the EUro 13 794 in the Presidential Election) is also FATHER REYNOLDS
zone will have to focus on internal con- 4 jittle disingenuous because SF did not The case of Father Kevin Reynolds is a
solidation. That represents progress. Thestang in all constituencies in the Generalshocking illustration of mediairresponsib-
Euro zone trade balance with the rest ofgjaction. ility. RTE accused Reynolds of sexually
the world is not a problem. The crisis is  The closest recent comparison to theabusing a teenage girl in Kenya and
caused by internal imbalances and ispresjdential Election is the European fathering her child. There was absolutely
soluble. At the time of writing the EUro Ejections of 2009. In both cases the no substance to the allegation. Last month
has not depreciated much against thesjectorate was not electing a governmentthis column reproduced RTE's abject
dollar. About a month ago it was at just gnd every voter in the country had an apology whichwas issued when it became
over 1.4, itis now at 1.35. When the Euro gpnortunity to vote for SF (unlike the clear that the matter would be pursued
was launched it was close to parity with General Election). through the courts.
the dollar. The 13.7% SF receivedinthe Presiden- Reynolds at all times denied the allega-
tial Election compares to 11.2% in the tions and even offered to submit to a
FINANCIAL STABILITY 2009 European elections. Butin 2009 Joepaternity test. The national broadcaster
It is desirable that there is financial Higgins stood in Dublin and obtained blithely ignored his protestations of inno-
stability. The uncertainty has resulted in 2,7% of the national vote. In the Presiden-cence and went ahead with the broadcast.
capital flows gravitating towards Germany tial Election there was no United Left RTE allowed the journalist involved to
which has reduced her borrowing costs byAlliance candidate. Just over a quarter ofrespond directly to Reynolds's solicitor,
about 9 billion euro. The opposite has United Left Alliance votes transfer to SF. which indicates the contempt (as well as
happened to the weaker countries, whichSo the absence of a ULA candidate in thelack of professionalism) of that organisation.
have seen their borrowing costs escalatéPresidential Election was of considerable  The rumoured High Court settlement
as a result of a flight of capital. The Euro benefit to SF. When the collapse of FF in (2 million euro) will ultimately be borne
zone must establish interest rate stabilityrecent years is also taken into account, theby the tax payer. The Long Fellow is not
whether by the issue of Euro Bonds or SF vote in 2011 represents a very modestware of any sanction imposed on the
some other means. This, of course will notimprovement on its 2009 European journalists or managementin RTE. Indeed
solve the fundamental problem which is election performance. Vincent Browne on TV3 claimed that the
trade imbalances between countries. This However, SF might consider that Mc journalist involved was one of the best in
can only be solved by enhanced political Guinness's Northern background as wellthe country; that it wasn't really her fault
cooperation. as his participation in the armed struggle ("we all make mistakes") and that RTE
will have drawn the sting from anti- should have had the checks and balances
IrisH PoLmicaL  SrasiLITY republican tendencies in the South. Into prevent this kind of thing from
Ireland has been severely affected byfuture it will not be as easy to reproduce happening.
the crisis. But its political system has such venom against the party. It also Thelaws oflibel are the only protection
weathered the storm. Unlike in Greecesucceeded in bringing the experience ofthat a citizen has against a media organis-
and Italy she has not had to resort to arNorthern Nationalists to the electorate of ation with malicious intent. But recourse
undemocratic, technocratic governmentthe 26 Counties. to the law is not always available because
to cope with her economic problems. An of the expense involved. Reynolds was
impending election did not prevent the NorTHERN voTEs  lucky thatafirm of solicitors was prepared
previous Government from making im-  During the Presidential Election Martin to take the case on"pro bono"basis.
portant decisions on the economy. McGuinness raised the issue of votes for
Perhaps with the passage of time thelrish citizens in Northern Ireland. The MEDIA SALARIES
Cowen Government will be viewed in a standard argumentagainstthisisthatthose RTE presenters have relentlessly
kinder lightthan the recent very superficial who don't pay taxes and don't have antargetedexcessivepublic sector salaries.
RTE documentary which concerned itself economic stake in the State should notThe total earnings of the top ten RTE
with ‘optics’. The Long Fellow was parti- have an influence in the formation of the presenters in 2009 wé3.95m, areduction

9



of 11.2% on the 2008 total of ©4.45mn].

Below are the reduced 2009 figures:

Pat Kenny €729,604
Gerry Ryan €585,944
Ryan Tubridy €519,667
Marian Finucane €513,270
Joe Dufty €389,314
Miriam O'Callaghan  €290,625
Derek Mooney €268,985
Eamon Dunphy €225,485
Sean O'Rourke €214,084
Colm Caffrey €213,954

It was recently revealed that Eamon

Dunphy earned an extra 100k euro w
Newstalk for a slot of a few hours on
Saturday morning which he occasiona
turned up for. This was recently reduc
to 50k by Denis O'Brien in atanti
journalist" move.

The Long Fellow s, of course, outrage
by these salarieghe Irish Political Review
only pays him a mere 200k euro a ye
How can anyone work under thé'stum
conditions? But readers can be assur
that he will resist théanti journalism"”
cutbacks of this magazine; not for himse
but to show solidarity with his fellow
workers (if only he could remember thg
names); some of whom are on less th

the average industrial wage! He empath

ises with their pain. Their struggle is h
struggle!

The Palestinian UN initiative

On 23rd September 2011, Presidentfull UN membership via the Security
Mahmoud Abbas made a formal applic- Council, the Palestinian leadership is now
ation for UN membership for a Palestinian going to seek observer rights at the UN as
state in the 1967 borders, with Jerusalema "non-member state'q status currently
as its capital, that is, in the West Bank,enjoyed only by The Holy See. This
including East Jerusalem, and the Gazanerely requires a simple majority in the
Strip—the Palestinian territories which General Assembly, which will be easily
have been under Israeli military occupationachieved. It cannot be blocked by the US.
since June 1967. Around 130 UN member states have

recognised a Palestinian state in the 1967

th borders and granted it full diplomatic

APPLICATION CERTAIN TO FAIL

S To be successful, the application relations. Most if not all of them would
L4 required: have voted for full UN membership for
(1) a positive recommendation by the Palestine, had the opportunity arisen, and
Security Council to the General Assem- they will certainly vote for this lesser
d blyand o status. A further 30 or so states, including
(2) atwo-thirds majority inthe General | q|and, while not going as far as recogni-
pr.  Assembly (that is, two-thirds of the i, “have established some form of
members present and voting, excludlngdi lomatic relations with it. Some at least
L abstentions). p , - S
of these will also vote for this status.

The application has fallen at the first
If, hurdle and won'treachthe General AsseMy o Speaking atthe UN General Assem-
bly. It fell without a formal vote being -y 5 o6th September 2011, Minister for

ir taken in the Security Council—and there- Foreign Affairs Eamon Gilmore said:
gre the US didn't have to use its veto to “The decision of President Abb ' t
e decision of Presiden as to

seek Palestine's membership of the United
Nations is entirely legitimate and under-

Ireland will almost certainly be one of

s_ block the application. Palestinians didn't
press the matter to the vote because it was
clear that the application wasn't going to

Quota: A Correction

On page 11 of the November issue
Irish Political Reviewt is said that there
is no quota for Presidential Elections
By-Elections.

In the single transferable vote systq
the quota is calculated by the followin
formula: 1+ (Total valid poll)/(no. of seat

+1). Thisapplies regardless of the numlper

standable. Palestine has the same right to
membership of the United Nations as
Ireland or any other Member of this
Organisation. Some would seek to argue
that Palestine cannot be recognised as a
State because its borders remain to be
agreed. Butif the borders of Palestine are
still a matter for negotiation, then so, by

receive the 9 votes necessary for a reso-
lution to be carried in the Security Council
(inthe absence of a veto from a permanent
member).

Only 8 Security Council members—
Brazil, China, Gabon, India, Lebanon,

of

Dr Nigeria, Russia and South Africa—were

prepared to vote in favour of Palestinian
M membership. Britain and France had
9 announced that they would abstain, along
with Bosnia and Portugal. Germany and
| . Colombia were expected to either abstain

)

of seats in the electoral contest. So fof 1

seat the quota is 50% of the valid poll pl
1; for 3 seatsitis 25% + 1; and for 4 se
itis 20% + 1.

It is unusual for a candidate in a B
Election or Presidential Election to rea
the quota on the first count if there 4
more than two candidates. But it do
happen. For example in the recent Dub

|5 Or vote against alongside the US. The

htsvoting could have been as much as 8:1in
favour, but that isn't sufficient to carry a

- resolution in the Security Council.

h (At the beginning of 2012, 5 of the 10

fe non-permanent members of the Security

S Council—Bosnia, Brazil, Gabon, Lebanon

South election George Lee received m

than 50% of First Preferences. The fact

that he reached the quota made it

necessary to have any subsequent coynts
The quota also has another practigal

IN'and Nigeria—will be replaced by 5 others
"®recently elected by the General Assembly
foratwo-yearterm. These are Azerbaijan,
Guatemala, Morocco, Pakistan and Togo.
Only 3 of these, Azerbaijan, Morocco and

n_

function. As was pointed out on page 10 Pakistan can be relied upon to support UN
candidates who have less than a quartgr omembership for Palestine, compared with
the quota on elimination are not eligible 4 of the states they replaced. In other
for recoupment of expenses. In the recgntwords, in 2012 the Security Council is
Presidential Election only Michael likely to be less favourable to UN member-
Higgins, Sean Gallagher and Mart|n ship for Palestine.)

McGuinness were eligible for the State

subsidy of Euro 200,000. OBSERVER RIGHTS " NON-MEMBER STATE"
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definition, are those of Israel which is
rightly a full member of the UN.

"Membership of the UN of itself,
however, would not change the unstable
and unacceptable situation on the ground.

What recognition of Palestinian
statehood would do, however, would be
to give dignity and support to the Pales-
tinian people who have suffered for too
long. ...

"The day will come, not too far off,
when the General Assembly will be asked
to vote on a proposal to admit Palestine as
amember of this Organisation or perhaps,
as an interim step towards the achieve-
ment of that goal, to accord Palestine
non-member observer state status.
Provided that the resolution is drafted in
terms that are reasonable and balanced, |
expect Ireland to give its full support.”

WHAT DOES IT MEAN IN PRACTICE ?

What will observer rights at the UN as

a "non-member statetfnean in practice
for Palestinians? At the UN itself, there
will be very little change.

As far back as 1974, the UN General

Having failed, atleast for now, to obtain Assembly recognised the Palestine



Liberation Organisation (PLO) d%he
representative of the Palestinian people”
and granted it observer rights at the UN.
At present, Palestine has a permanent
mission at the UN with observer rights,
but as a liberation movement, not as a
state.

Becoming a"non-member state"
recognised by the UN means that Palestin-
ians will continue to have observer status
but now as a state, with a territory—the
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and
the Gaza Strip—recognised by the UN. It
will be a firm statement from the nations
of the world that there should be a Palestin-
ian state in the territories occupied by

control of national waters off Gaza—
where they are currently under an Israeli
naval blockade. Under the treaty, the

could also claim rights to an offshore

US would be Palestinian membership in
the International Criminal Court. Ambas-
sador Christian Wenaweser, president of

state could join the ICC and ask the court
to investigate any alleged war crimes and
other charges against Israel committed

"If the Palestinians accede to the Law under Israeli military occupation for over
of the Sea Treaty, they would gain legal 44 years. That being so, it is impossible
for Palestinians to achieve their objective
of ending Israeli military occupation on
Palestinians could challenge the blockadeth€ir own by negotiation, if Israel doesn't
atthe International Court of Justice. They Want to end it.

And the present Israeli Government

natural-gas field now claimed by Israel. certainly has no intention of ending fit,

"Evenmore troubling for Israeland the eyen partially. Prime Minister Netanyahu
said so explicitly during the February 2009
election campaign, as a result of which he
the ICC Assembly of State Parties, said Pécame Prime Minister, tellinhe Times
inan interview that a Palestinian observer on 8th February 2009:

"We will not withdraw from one inch.
Every inch we leave would go to Iran"

on Palestinian territory after July 2002  Of course, Netanyahu keeps on saying
including Israel's 2008-09 assault on the that he is prepared to enter into negotiations
Gaza Strip. with Palestinians without pre-conditions.

Being a"non-member stateill also
; i But, in his speech to the US Congress on
allow Palestine to apply for membership 112 Rome Statute came into force on 24 May 2012 e laid down & whgle et

of a wide variety of international bodies.
1st July 2002. Ambassador Wenaweser, .
i imi ofthem: NOtoareturntothe 1967 borders,
The International Criminal Court (ICC) ,qqerts that Israeli activity after that date

has been widely mentioned in this context - i NO to military withdrawal from the Jordan
'could be subject to investigation by the . o
with the possibility that Israelis could be ! 9 Y € River (so a future Palestinian state would

prosecuted by the ICC for actions in the ICC. Thisis doubtful since Article 11.2 of be completely encircled by Israeli armed

X L . ) the Rome Statute states that "if a Stat o o
occupied territories, in particular, for pocomes s Party to this Statute after itgforces), NO to a Palestinian capital in East
Jerusalem, and NO to even a symbolic

planting \Lemsh _sclattlers \gh'(ﬁh |sfa r\]/var entry into force, the Court may exercise its ;o ,rn of some refugees, pre-conditions
(F:zr:)nr:qee g?ati:eﬁ(\)rfu;:hz gbzu(rt)(vm) o the jurisdiction only with respect to crimes thathe knows are unaccep;tableto Palestin-
iclein th " ' | committed after the entry into force of this ians. So, it can be safely said that his real
Ar\]n article |kr)1t eWa Strr—lzeél\lou_ma ON gtatute for that State”. oolicy 15 :‘not an i
17t_Septem er201d1,ent|tB Iesrt]lnlan That seems to rule out investigation of The negotiations between Israel and
Opt'OT,S at UlN Lea _dto L‘?gadT riat © the events during Israel's assault on Gazet‘he Palestinians, as proposed by the US
possibiities for Palestinians 1o use "ich began on 27t December 2008. g ire EU) are equivalent to allowing a
: ) . , However, it should mean that Israeli o - ith his victi h
membership of international bodies to put ... . . . thief to negotiate with his victim about the
activity after Palestine becoming a party t of stol ds. if he is qoi
pressure on Israel: to the Statute would be open to ICC amount ot solen goods, I any, e s going
i . , . T P to give back, while he keeps his boot on
- lefirtwll?npak\a/s?nmini :‘lﬂthrg”% sluccere(iljs Investigation. his victim's throat. Without outside pres-
fits st ?e et tﬁ Uﬁle't ° alldupgba f sure being brought to bear on the Israeli
?SI’J":[ZI'SS amﬁtz?r tg inte’réaii(c))l;al Sclédretg _ NEGOTIATIONS MANTRA  thief, the Palestinian victim is not going to
y In opposing, and promising to veto, t fi | ds back
get any of its stolen goods back.

for actions in Palestinian territory—as . .
well as allow Palestinian control of its UN membership for Palestine, the US Of course, if the Security Council was

Israeli-patrolled air space and national KEPt repeating the mantra that the only yqing its job, Israel would be convicted of
waters off Gaza. ... way for Palestinians to get a state is bytheft and sanctions imposed on it, until

"Such an upgrade could be more thanentering into negotiations with Israel. ¢, times as it returned all the stolen
symbolic, potentially altering the political Addressing the UN General Assembly on

Israel since 1967—and that Israel should
withdraw to allow one to be established.

equation between the Palestinians and21st September 2011, President Obam

Israel.

. sa
"As an observer state, Palestine could

participate in Assembly debates, but
couldn'tvote, sponsor resolutions or field
candidates for Assembly committees. But
it could accede to treaties and join
specialized UN agencies, such as the
International Civil Aviation Organiz-
ation, the Law of the Sea Treaty, and the
International Criminal Court, officials
said. Switzerland joined the ICAO in
1947 when it was still an observer state
before becoming a UN member in 2002.
"Denis Changnon, an ICAO spokes-
man, said the treaty gives members full
sovereign rights over air space, a conten-
tious issue with Israel, which currently
controls the air space above the West
Bank and Gaza. The Palestinians could

id:

"Peace will not come through
statements and resolutions at the United
Nations—if it were that easy, it woul
have been accomplished by now.
Ultimately, it is the Israelis and the
Palestinians who must live side by side.

goods and paid reparations for all the
Hamage it did to them while they were in
its possession. After all, that's what was
done to Iraq when it invaded Kuwait in

d 1990.

CAIRO AND NOW

Two years ago, in his Cairo speech on

Ultimately, it is the Israelis and the 4th June 2009, President Obama said:

Palestinians—not us—who must reach

agreement on the issues that divide them:
on borders and on security, on refugees
and Jerusalem. Ultimately, peace depends
upon compromise among people who

must live together long after our speeches
are over, long after our votes have been
tallied."

There was much more in the same vein.

bring claims of violation of its air space One would never guess from this that

to the International Court of Justice.

Palestinians are an occupied people living

"...itis ... undeniable that the Palestin-
ian people—Muslims and Christians—
have suffered in pursuit of a homeland.
For more than 60 years they've endured
the pain of dislocation. Many wait in
refugee camps in the West Bank, Gaza,
and neighboring lands for a life of peace
and security that they have never been
able to lead. They endure the daily
humiliations—large and small—that
come with occupation. So letthere be no
doubt: The situation for the Palestinian

11
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people is intolerable. And America will
notturn our backs on the legitimate Pales-
tinian aspiration for dignity, opportunity,
and a state of their own."

"I think for there to be peace, the Palest- LIFE LESS COMFORTABLE

inians will have to accept some basic real- | ife is going to get less comfortable for
ities. Thefirstisthatwhile Israelis prepared |grgelinthe wake ofthe popular upheavals
to make generous compromises for peace,in peighbouring Arab states. It has had to
itcannotgobacktothe 1967 lines—because,ffar the indignity of having its embassy
these lines are indefensible; because they. \"~-iro stormed and its ambassador and
don't take into account certain changes.thathiS staff sent packing and of having to
have taken place on the ground, evacuate its embassy in Amman lest the

gsgcntﬁgagr;|t<: fziggzresﬁhathavetaken IC)lacesame happen there. And it has had to

as a consequence of the Zionist project, endure all this quietly, knowing that its
backed by the West. Instead, listening to. ' nere. Netanyahu asserts that by plantysual bullying tactics in the region would
the speech, one could have been forgiver|"d JEWish settlers on occupied territory stir up further popular antagonismin Egypt
for thinking that Israel was the helpless €25t Of the 1967 Border (in violation of and Jordan and make matters worse. The
victim of ongoing Palestinian and other Article 49(6) of the Fourth Geneva Con- end resuit of the popular upheavals in the
Arab violence and threats of violence.  Yention, in violation of Security Council - Middle East will be regimes that are more
Another word that was missing from rESOIUt|0n3_44_6, 452 and 465 andv Smcesympathetic to Palestinians in their
his speech wassettlements” Back in 2003, also in violation of the Road Map) struggle against Israel.
June 2009, he declared: Israel has acquired permanent rights to  Againstthis background, Israel's refusal

| ] the territory it has colonised. It .fO”OWS to apologise to Turkey for the killing of 9
The United States does not accept thethat the more land Israel colonises, theTyrkish nationals aboard the Mavi Mar-

lrigeﬁltrgac%lhiosf Ccc?n”;{mcet%r:s\rﬁﬁgt jsettlfé_ more land it acquires permanent rights to,mara last year was crazy. The inevitable
viouségreementsand underminesef|[1)‘ortsaccorOIIng 0 the Israeli Prime Minister. resu.lt was the rupture of Q|plomat|c
o achieve peace. It is fime for these No state in the world other than Israel relations with Turkey, formerly its closest
settlements to stop." would dare to argue openl_y in the 21st a||y in the region and now, -as amember of
century that permanent rights can beNATO, in a position to disrupt Israel's
Two years later, Israel is still building acquiredtoterritory notits ownby planting strategic ambition to develop ever closer
settlements and, by so doing, is still viol- Settlers on it. relations with that organisation.
ating previous agreements. But, NOW he  No serriemenT Freeze, No NEGOTIATIONS It was against this background that the
has not a word of rebuke for Israel about | the face of the Israeli refusal to ceasePalestinian UN initiative has taken place.
this matter. this colonisation and Obama's abandon-It has drawn attention to the reality of
The agreement Obama had in mind in ment of any attempt to make them cease Palestine—Israeli military occupation,
his Cairo speech was the Road Map, thepgjestinians have refused to enter inton€ver ending settlementbuilding, the sham
internationally approved framework for negotiations with Israel. Instead, they Ofnegotiations, etc—inaway that nothing
negotiations between Israel and the Palesnaye focused attention on bringing inter- €/S€ has done inrecent years. In addition,
tinians, which was drawn up by the Quartet national pressure to bear on Israel, first byit carries with it the possibility of some
in 2003 and endorsed by the Security 5 international campaign for recognition constraints being put on Israeli behaviour
Council. Israel accepted the Road Map inyhich has been very successful amongsth the occupied territories via the Inter-
May 2003, when Ariel Sharon was Prime the states of Latin America, because thenational Criminal Court and other
Minister. Under the Road Map, prior to s no longer holds sway there), and secondntérnational bodies.

the start of negotiations, Israel |s_suppc_)sedOy taking this UN initiative. IRELAND 'S POSITION

to freeze all settlement activity, m_cludlng Negotiations with Israel have not been | response to the Palestinian UN

natural growth, amongst other things (se€ryled out but firm conditions have been initiative, Foreign Minister, Eamon Gil-

Sadaka briefing). placed on entering into them. Presidentmore, has dispensed with the usual
Obama has now chosen to forget aboulaphas told the General Assembly on 23rd halanced' statements on the Palestinian

Israel's continuing violation of a previous September: issue and singled out Israel's military

agreement. He has done so, because in "We adhere to the option of negotiating occupation and colonisation of Palestinian

September 2009 a few months after his lasti \uti h flicti 4 territori th t of th bl

Cairo speech, in the face of opposition a astlng'so utlonto't econ .|ct|n accord- terri orlles as the root ot the problem.

trom Prime Minister Netanvahu. he backed  21C€ With resolutions of international Here s what he said in answer to a guestion
. - yanu, legitimacy. Here, | declare that the Pales- in Dail Eireann on 13th July 2011:

downignominiously, and, instead of dem-

In stark contrast, in his speech to the
UN General Assembly this year, the word
"occupation"did not pass his lips and he
said nothing about the conditions of life
Palestinians have hadto endure for decades

anding that Israel halt settlement building
prior to negotiations, he set about pressur-
ising the Palestinians to enter into negoti-
ations without Israel halting settlement
building as required by the Road Map.

COLONISE AND CLAIM

It was utterly disgraceful that Obama
has tried to pressurise Palestinians into
negotiations without a settlement freeze.
After all, why should Palestinians attempt
to negotiate a new agreement with Israel
when it is in violation of a previous one?
Particularly, when the settlement building

tine Liberation Organization is ready to
return immediately to the negotiating
table on the basis of the adopted terms of
reference based on international legiti-
macy and a complete cessation of settle-
ment activities. ...

"Negotiations will be meaningless as
long as the occupation army on the ground
continues to entrench its occupation,
instead of rolling it back, and continues
to change the demography of our country
in order to create a new basis on which to
alter the borders."

"The continuing Israeli military occup-
ation of the Palestinian territories is at the
heart of the unresolved Arab-Israeli conflict.
The issues which have been critical for
Israel for most of its history—the existence
of the state of Israel and its right to live in
peace and security—have for many years
been accepted in principle by most Arab
and Palestinian opinion. Itis the continuing
occupation, and the creation and growth of
illegal settlements on the occupied lands,
which are now the major obstaclesto peace."

No Irish foreign minister has gone that far

before.

The Quartet (US, EU, Russia and the

Unfortunately, he goes on to call for the

in violation of the previous agreement is UN Secretary General) laboured for mo”thsresumption of negotiations, as if Israel was
the basis on which Israel claims that everduring the summer to agree a statementy,ing 1o abandon its military occupation and
more Palestinian territory east of the 1967about restarting negotiations. It finally q|onisation voluntarily. It is obvious that
borders be annexed to Israel in a finalpublished one, which doesn't mention peqatiations are a pointless exercise without a
settlement. settlement activity, after Abbas made his greqt deal of outside pressure being applied to
At the White House on 20 May 2011, speech. Negotiations are not going t0|grael to end its military occupation and
Netanyahu declared: resume any time soon. colonisation. David Morrison

30 November 2011



Who's Afraid Of William Shakespeare?

A few years ago Aubane published a THE coLLecTED works  the collected works of William Shake-
well-argued case that William Shake- Here, at enormous expense, for yourspeare of Stratford, the sum total of all the
speare of Stratford did not write the plays cogitation and delectation, we reproduceactual writings attributable to him:
and poems attributed to him. It got the
strangest reactions. Though sent to opr A
literacy gurus none reviewed it apart fro 4’(7'£‘°' @2% I1n May 1612
a few lines inBooks Irelando the effect N
that it was not a new idea. Otherwis
silence. Par for the course. But the strang- wa/ 104 March 1613
est, and repeated, reaction was that jof (&, W/ﬂ‘%
people who happened to look at the blugb
at bookstalls, book fairs, etc. There woulfd e “
be a physical reaction of shock and angpr 7 (550 /f?” 11th March 1613
atsuch anidea. Itwas like nursery childrgn )
being told Santa may not exist. Y30y £ - pgse

There has been asimilarreactiontothe  C 4 &7 T~ 25n March 1616
recent film “Anonymous” which claims
that the plays and poems were written Ry
the Earl of Oxford. | am not convinced
that he wrote them but that has nothing o
do with proving that Shakespeare did sp. .
The Irish Timego date has published ng 2L por A b Gy ditto
less than four diatribes against the film
and against the notion that our Will may
not be the author. In response to the firs
item | submitted a letter on 30th October

S <bpp c  ditto

These are all signatures to legal docu-we should be generous and concede that
{ments. Apart from the 'paucity'—putting Will probably did at least try to spell his
it mildy—there are other problems. Are own name towards the end of his life!
as follows: these the works of a literate person? There It is fully “attested” that his father,
“Sh , . are some immediate problems that indi- wife and children were not literate. There
akespeare’s authorship .. . .

Writing about the new film, ‘Anony- pate thisis not so. Could you, dear readerjs no evidence .that he spught to make_ any
mous’, James Shapiro says thhiot a  in all honesty deduce that all these are theof them otherwise. Was it not for the fairly
shred of documentary evidence has beersignatures of one William Shakespeare if obvious reason that he simply could not
found that connects de Vere to any of theyou did not know the name you were do so? Could this be the same person who
plays or poems (29 October). Butmore  |goking for? | suggest you would find it is acclaimed as the greatest writer in the
importantly, whatdocumentary evidence i |t as none of them actually spell the English language?
is there that connects William Shake- . -

: surname correctly and the firstname varies There are of course other documents
speare of Stratford with any of the plays . \ L, - . .
or poems attributed toim? 1 would be N vVery peculiar ways as do al! the letters. attestlng to Will's e>§|stence, not by him,
grateful if Mr. Shapiro, or any of your Just look at the various versions of theand one is too amusing not to mention. It
readers, could direct me to a manuscriptinitial letter S! All signatures differ butdo is his marriage record to Anne some
by him of any of the plays or poems. Or you know of anybody whose signatures months into her pregnancy. His surname
indeed, to any document or letter by him differ so much? And so differently written is recorded therein as Shagspere. Did the
g)n ;Qgg)?déL?rreEfn)t/hleettqel:etgtig;mmof‘rc;?e just a day apart in the case of two of them,recorder, knowing his Will, and confident
authorship cannot be established Withoutand so differently in one single document tha_lt nellther he nor Anne could read, have
this kind of essential evidence.” on the same date as the last three all takea little joke at their expense!
from his will? You could not make it up. Or could
The letter was not published solamas |, some cases the writer puts his you?
wise as ever. Some days later Fintan O'signature on two lines rather than one. Being the month that's in it, Happy
Toole assured readers thathis is not  \why? Did he not know you write words Xmas to Fintan and all the true believers

really a biographical question. Much is i single lines? and | hope Santa also keeps calling.
made of the paucity of documentary Jack Lane

evidence about the man, but actually, by However, there is one clear and tellin

16th- and 17th-century standards, he is afeature to them, they improve over timg. ..

reasonably well-attested figur@Nov.).  As we know practice makes perfect— 1he Shakespeare Conspiracies,
This is puerile. Nobody doubts the almost? All the indications are that what untangling a 400-year old web of

existence of a William Shakespeare butwe have here is a person being instructgdnyth and deceit,

what is doubted is his authorship of the andtrying to write. There is a plausible by Brian McClinton

works attriputed to him. That i; wha_tt is theory that_he never wrote any of thegey jox. Bibliography 516 pp. ISBN 978-1-

_mOSt cgrtamly notattested”. Fintanis and j[hat being I.egal documents they we .e903497-36-4. Aubane Historical Society.

just being slippery but | suspect not all signed on his behalf by legal clerks 2007

consciously so. That's just the way his which was a common practice at the time :

mind works. with so many illiterate people. But | think €25, £18.99.
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1914. When he urged enlistment in the
British Army in September 1914, a small
group split off and began to prepare for
insurrection. The bulk of the Volunteers

An Academic Views The Treaty War In Cork stayed with Redmond, and he held a great

About half of this book is aboutrespon-  Thereis a biography of O'Hegarty which Re\_new of them in 1915, at Wh'c_h
ses to the ‘Treaty’ of December 1921, ancyoes into his actions in those crucial six or 2€/ll9erent speeches were made against
the other half is about the short battle for seven months after the Treaty'—Kevin (€ UnionistVolunteers, eventhoughthey
Cork City in early August 1922. The Girvin'sSean O'Hegarty, O/C First Cork Were allies in the war on Germany and
battle for the City was short and bloodless Brigade, Irish Republican Armgublished ~ 1Urkey- (See Pat Walsfihe Rise And
because the military leader in the War of by Aubane Borgonovo does not refer to Fall Of Imperial Ireland)

Independence decided not to contest thet, or even list it in his Bibliography, even
conquest by the Treatyite leaders of thethough it is the only book on O'Hegarty,
part of the country allocated to them by and O'Hegarty was indisputably the central
the 'Treaty', despite the fact that the 'Treatyfigure in the Battle for Cork.

was granted on the condition of disestab-
lishing the Republic of 1919-21 and replac-
ing it with a new State under the authority
of the Crown.

That military leader was Sean O' the electoral mandate of 1918: -0 VOV :
Hegarty. O'Hegarty was closely associated "IRA officers in Munster remained R ISIng, |t_was around the survwa!s of the
in war and politics with Florrie O'Dono-  incredulous that they were not consulted insurrectionary Volunteers that Sinn Fein
ghue, who handled Intelligence during before the Treaty was submitted for was constructed into a viable political
the War of Independence. O'Hegartyand 'atification.  Writing in 1929, Florrie party as the Home Rule Party was under-

REVIEW: John Borgonovo—The Battle For Cork , July-August 1922 (Mercier 2011)

The Government, perhaps realistically,
did not treat the split in the Volunteers as
a substantial fact, and did not suppress the
Volunteers who were preparing an

O'Donoghue on the position of the Army Volunteers who were supporting it in the

inthe State established in accordance withWar. Thus Redmond's Volunteers provi-
ded cover for the 1916 Rising. After the

O'Donoghue, who both rejected the
Treaty', tried during the first half of 1922

to negotiate a compromise with the
Treatyites by which the Republican Army

would remain intact under a political

arrangementwhich left the Treatyites free
to go ahead with the amendment of the
Dail Eireann Government into a Govern-
mentwhich acknowledged the sovereignty
of the Crown. The Treatyite Defence

O’Donoghue expressed this militarist mined by the Conscription Act.

view: The new Sinn Fein party then won the
“The Army created Sinn Fein in the Election and sent delegates to Paris to get

country: the Army created and controlled |igp Independence recognised by the

every national activity from 1916 to the .
truce of 1921. The Army was the deciding Powers that had just won the Great War

factor in the 1918 elections; it made and for democracy and the rights of small
largely manned the Dail and the Government nations. Britain vetoed Irish Independence
of the Republic. The Army put the Dailin at the Peace Conference and continued
power and kept it there; it directed and q4yerming the country in defiance of the

controlled every department of that govern- .
ment. The Army policy was the policy of Election. And that, of course, made

subservienttoit; it was the driving force of more.
the whole movement forindependence. To
misunderstand this would be to mis-
understand the whole position of the
Army”..." (p28).

Minister, Richard Mulcahy, also said that
itwas his intention to maintain the unity of
the IRA as the 'Treaty' was implemented,
but at critical points he did not follow
through on agreements.

O'Hegarty said he did not care what g reference for this ignotes... on

name the state had, aslong asthe substangg,e American Commission..., papers offinanced and armed by Britain.
of independence was maintained. Heterence MacSwiney's biographers, UCD”  Neither that description, nor O'Dono-
worked industriously and imaginatively iy ate notes written seven years afterghue's actions in 1922, could be described
onarrangementswhich enabledthe Treaty 955 anq therefore not a militarist view as"militarist” without a gross perversion
ites to go ahead with implementation of ¢, esseq in 1922 and influencing deve-of language. Perhaps Borgonovo has evi-
the "Treaty', while preserving the Army |, onts then, dence which he does not present that
whose proven flghpng power was the O'Donoghue was militarist, but to the best
only reason why Britain had offered the gt (1eaving aside the time warp), in of my knowledge O'Donoghue's attitude,
Treaty’ terms. _ what way is this view militarist? Alllcan especially in 1922, was the opposite of
_ Whenitbecame evidentthatthe Treaty- o ip jt is a factual description of the partmilitarist. It was not even military.
ite leadership was driven by awill towar, o1aveq by the military element in the  Militarism—a preference for military
andthatno political expedientwoulddivert 4o\ e10pment of the Independence move-action as ameans of dealing with a problem
it from the object of crushing the Repub- ot a5 4 consequence of the well-when other means are available—was,
lican Army, O'Hegarty and O'Donoghue oqapniished British position that it would however, strongly present in the Treatyite
resigned from the IRA. The replacement o o1 concede Irish independence to aapproach.
leadership then offered no effective resist- o6 \ote. (I use the termimilitarism” as | have
ance to the Treatyite invasion of early o Army was formed late in 1913, in seen it used over many decades, but |
August. support of Home Rule, in response to thelooked up some dictionaries to assure
The real story of thBattle for Corkis ~ formation of a Unionist Army to prevent myself that | had not picked it up wrong.
why there was nothing deserving the namethe implementation of Home Rule, evenif (I am uneducated after all.) Here is what
of a battle. And that is the story of O' enacted by Parliament. It was in the first | found. Shorter Oxford:'the attachment
Hegarty and O'Donoghue, of which the instance a Home Rule Army. It was of (undue) importance to military values
reader could get no adequate idea fromformed independently of Redmond, but and military strength"New Oxford:"the
Borgonovo's cursory remarks. he demanded, and gained, control of it inbelief or desire of a government or people

That is the situation described by O'
Donoghue seven years after he retired
from the Army rather than engage in awar
of resistance to the new Army authorised,



that a country should maintain a strong brought the Dail together in defence of its stress of the war on Germany launched by
military capability and be prepared to use Constitution, but which failed because the the Liberal Government with active Home
it aggressively to defend or promote nat- will to war prevailed in the Treatyite Rule support, and the Liberal Party began
ional interests"New Penguin:"apolicy  leadership. to disintegrate. In 1918 a Home Rule MP,
of aggressive military preparedness; the . . J.J. Horgan, published a selection of
glorification of military virtues and Can ‘i‘”trl‘l's be re?sonablyldescrlbed 8Sstatements made by Unionist leaders in
ideals".) militarism” on O'Hegarty's part—a he course of this 1914 rebellion calling it

preference for military actionover political The Grammar Of Anarchy(l reprinted it
A better case might be made that O'action? Is it not the duty of the soldier, as 54 45, issue ok Belfast Magazineosne

Hegarty sometimes tended towardsBrugha said, to be an obedient instrumentyears ago.) Therammarnwas suppressed
militarism. It would be superficial, but of the Government of the day, and to act inby the Government which was led by the
the case with regard to O’'Donoghue is notresponse to orders without questioning 1914 rebels. Home Rule MPs asked why
even that. the reason why?

O'Hegarty made his views on the Thatis certainly what is said kinder-
Treaty' known to Cork TDs during the garten textbooks on Constitutional
weeks between the signing of the documenigovernment, but it is not the way of the
at the orders of Lloyd George and Dail world. And it is not the way of the actual
discussion of it. Cathal Brugha, who was British Constitution, even though the
still Minister for Defence at the time, kindergarterntextbooks are usually drawn
instructed the Chief of Staff, Mulcahy, to from propagandistideological versions of |, of Parliament was that the Parliament-

censure him: that Constitution. ary majority that was changing the Const-

~ "This officer requires some enlighten- itution was not a majority based within the
ing as to the scope of his duties. Youwill  Seven years before O'Hegarty asserteg-qstitution. The Government Party was

now kindly define those duties for him  the right of the Army to play an active part L ..
; : ; ; equal in size to the Opposition. It got the
and inform him that sending remindersto i, the Constitutional crisis precipitated by P(;rliamentary majorit?/pthat enablgd it to

public representatives pointing out what - : ' . ¢ i
he, or those under him. consider those' '€ SI9Ning of the dictated "Treaty’ by the gact grastic Constitutional changes, from

representatives should do in crises like "€gotiating team without the authority of w6 go Mps of the Home Rule Party,
the present in not one of them..." tge Goverrt\_metnt f_‘”d It?1 %efg_aECAe of \which was not a Constitutional Party—a
ButO'Hegarty would not accept censure kiltl)ggrrllln(:renne Ir:uzgcblonisr;diceati: Isthartni]ty party which participated in the politics of
on the point. He wrote to the Divisional y g the Constitution with the aim of governing

. would not obey Government orders in the i« siate. The aim of the Home Rule Part
Adjutant on 19th December 1921: implementation ofa Home Rule Act. That |5, tside the British Constitution, and ity
"The circumstances cannot be judged was the Curragh Mutiny. Open mutiny was manipulating the Parliam;entary

as the ordinary political variations of a was warded off by negotiation behind the gy ,ation for that purpose. The changes

settled country. Here is no ordinar i s ;
change. Wha%/is contemplated in thegescenes. The War Minister sacrificed his \yhjich parliament made to the Constitution

proposals is more than that. It is the Political careerbygivingthe Army officers 4t he pehest of, or with the support of, that
upsetting of the constitution—the betrayal &n undertaking that was at variance withtce from outside the Constitution, were
of the Republic. Who better than those declared Government policy and then heyh o refore unconstitutional and should be
who fought to maintain it have a rightin resigned. The guarantee he gave the Arm)bpposed by extra-Parliamentary force.
this crisis to uphold the Republic; to avertedan Army crisis, and his resignation(-l-he main changes were the Parliament
make cleartothose who have the decisionsexcused the Government from formal pct and the Home Rule Bill.)
in this matter what their duty is..." (see ibility for th tee th h : o
in Girvi - responsibiiity for theé guarantee though = \yhen | wrote about that affair in the
Kevin Girvin, Sean O'Hegartyp92-3).
nobody doubted that the guarantee would; 970 | concluded that, within the terms
Girvin comments: hold. The appearance of mutiny was ¢ ihe British Constitution. the Unionists
"In the past, the IRA had distanced averted by pre-emptive appeasement, bup,q made their case. British opinion shifted
itself from... politics in general. How- everybody knew that there had been &, ards them in the course of the conflict

ever, the signing of the Treaty saw the successful mutiny by means of which the o B

. ; : 1912-14). And William O’Brien, who
Volunteers becoming actively involved  Army exerted a critical influence on the E] db k) the Home Rule Partv in Cork
in the issue... There was military ad broken the Rnome Kule Farty in L.or

Government Ministers were now suppres-
sing a collection of their own words as
seditious. The question was treated as a
pettifogging debating point.

The Unionist case in 1914 for raising
an extra-Parliamentary force to defy the

interference on behalf of both sides with Censtitution. . . (City and County) in the 1910 Elections
resolutions—either pro- or anti-Treaty— _ | e matter was debated in Parliament.;, 5 45 realistic (as distinct from a debating-
being passed throughout the country...” The Liberal (Government) backbenches ,,int) understanding of the British
(p95). were outraged and recited Kiedergarten  qnqtitution, and warned that playing the

view of the soldiers’ duty of blind obedi- gyjtish parties against each other by an
ence. The Opposition (Unionist) upheld .isp party would not succeed, and he
_ _ the citizen rights of the soldier in matters .o ,sed to take partin it.

“For six months they have indulged which affected the Constitutionalintegrity  Since | concluded that the Unionists

themselves in bitter verbal attacks against ;
each other, while failing to ach?eve of the State. And the foremost Constitu- a5 Constitutional case for anti-Parliamentary

anything constructive... The country tonal authority of the era, Dicey (Whose ,ction in the matter ofthe Curragh Mutiny,

was heading towards war and, if a solution Witings are not yet obsolete), published & can hardly deny that O'Hegarty had a

was to be found, it would come from the Pamphlet upholding a right of rebellion a6 when he asserted the right of the

Army and not from the politicians..." againsta Government which, on the baSiSArmy to have a say in the matter of the

(p95). of its fleeting authority, was subverting ety and the Dail Constitution.

the Constitution.

This was said while O'Hegarty was  Alittle over two years later the Unionist The Army is the basic institution of the

engaged in an Army initiative that almost rebels became the Government underState—of any state, other than pretend
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In May 1922 this was O'Hegarty's view
of the conduct of the Dail:
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states like Liechtenstein. And, because ofsix months wasted by the politicians, toreplace the Republic with anew Govern-
what the Army does, itis necessary that itdeclared neutrality in the Treaty War in ment under the authority of the Crown.
should feel secure of its position in the order to preserve something Republican(And this suddenly legitimised democratic
State, and know what State it is that it from destruction. assembly had been renewed in the 1921
serves. Election without a single vote having been

o Mulcahy, who replaced Brugha as caqi for it, none of the seats having been
The Army crisis in Britain in 1914— Defence Minister, said it was his object to contested against the Republicans.)

taking the Army to refer only to land keep the Republican Army in being. At Going beyond Constitutional formali-
forces—was something very unusual, first he supported the calling of an Army iias to Constitutional substance: this
because the main military force of the Convention for this purpose, but then he ~.\vn Government—uwith which a Dail
British State was the Navy. Navy person- banned the Convention. The Conventionmajority agreed to replace the Republic—
nel were over many generations closelywas held regardless (late March). Borgo- iq not have the means of governing by its
interwoven with the functioning of the novo comments!in defying the govern- .1 resources. It did not have an Army.
State. Aconflictbetweenthe Governmentment ban, they had essentially repudiated,o Army which had made it possible to
and the Navy could scarcely be imagined.their fealty to the civilian authority(p17). give effect to the electoral decision to
(Thave tried, without success, tointerest  "Civilian authority"was in utter confu-  ociaplish a Republic was not available for
what there is of an Irish intelligentsia in sion atthat juncture. The elected Govern-y,o replacement of the Republic by a
Maurice Hankey, the Navy man who had mentofa Republic, whose actual existencecqwn Government.
spied out the Ottoman Empire for war had been made possible by the Republican
before becoming Secretary of the mostArmy, had beenreplaced bYRrovisional We are told that Collins was the practical
sensitive Government committee, the GovernmentfunctioningonBritishauth- .+ ot action who saw the substance of
Committee of Imperial Defence, through ority within the sovereignty of the Crown. things. He had taken the affairs of state
which preparations for the Great War were British authority was conferred when the 4 his own hands in early December
made. He then became Secretary of thesmall majority which supported the Treaty’ 1921 with his decision to sign the ‘Treaty’
War Cabinet. And, after the War, he in the Dail met under Crown authority as | iihout submitting it to his Government,
became the first ever Cabinet Secretary.)theParliament of Southern Irelandhich ;4 t0 browbeat his colleagues in London
The Army had exceptional importance was also attended by anumber of Unionists,; g jikewise. It has been suggested that
in 1914 because of the detailed prepara-elected by the elite electorate of Trinity pq\as right to do this as the Irish Govern-
tions that had been made in secret to plac€ollege. ment was only make-believe. And yet it
italongside the French Army forwarwith  The Provisional Government claimed ¢ ,-ned out very quickly that Collins, the
Germany. The officers at the Curragh a kind of double mandate, Irish as well aSstrong leader who had no patience with
were indispensable to the war plans of theBritish. It had gotits small majority inthe .qnstitutional quibbles, had lost the Army
Government. When the apparent determ-Dail before meeting, along with others, as__joc4use the Army took itself in earnest
ination of the minority Liberal Govern- the Parliament of Southern Ireland, t0 44 the servant and protector of the Repub-
ment to press ahead with Irish Home Ruleratify the Treaty'. (The Dail, not being |ican cConstitution. All Collins could
made them feel uncertain about the Staterecognised by Britain, could not have atrieve from the Volunteer Army was a
they served, there was nothing for it but to ratified thé'Treaty", although Borgonovo ., 4re around which to construct a paid
appease them so that they might becomesays that it did, page 34.) Army (with British support), whose only

happy Jingoes once again. obvious purpose was to break the Volun-
teer Army that had fought the war against
Britain. And he gained that cadre by
persuading some Volunteers that he was

.accepting the Treaty only in order to
acquire the means of breaking it before
too long.

While saying that the Army repudiated

The existence of the British state was "fealty”tothe civilian authority by meeting
not at stake in 1914. All that was at stakeWithout the approval of that authority,
was further expansion of the Empire. If Borgonovo also concedes ttidie state's
the Army had not been appeased, and th€onstitutional status was open to question
Governmentwas unable to launch the war(P34). So what the Army refusefealty”
that it had planned, Britain would still towas a guestionable civilian authority.
have remained one of the most powerful Now the ‘Treaty’ leaders did gain a
states in the world—in fact the most majority in the Dail before going onto | .\ " o Army, that Bain enabled
powerfu|_and !t would poss|b|y hav-e- have British authorlty conferred on them him to form, to conquer the Country from
had a longer innings as a Great Power f itin another assembly, and that fact hanthe Army that had fought Britain and
had been unable to launch the Great War_been presented as the founding act Oobliged it to negotiate. In June Britain
What was at stake in Ireland following democratic legitimacy by many recent . - 1e'chould do this, and he was

the Signing of the Treaty by Collins was writers, headed by Professor Garvin. Onin no pOSitiOﬂ to refuse
the existence of the State which thethe other hand, Professor Garvin had '

Republican Army served, and which could ridiculed the idea that the Dail elected in ~ Midway through theevelopment from
not have been established, when the Britishl 918 was a democratic assembly atall. Aghe"Treaty of Peaceto "Civil War", De
democracy decided to take no heed of thefar as I recall, he described it as afacade oivalera said that the majority has no right
Irish vote, but for the prior existence of the the Army, largely constructed by election to be wrong, antthere are rights which
Republican Army. rigging. It had no democratic legitimacy a minority may justly uphold, even by
When Brugha ordered O'Hegarty to be from January 1919 to December 1921,arms, againsta majority'in recenttimes
censured he acted within a structure ofwhen it acted by consensus in thethis has been held to be a disgraceful
formal authority whose basis had been putconstruction of Republican government, statement, despite the many instances in
under question by the ‘Treaty’. Sixmonths butitacquired morally binding legitimacy which the truth of itis not questioned. The
later he died fighting the 'Treaty' authori- in January 1922 when a small majority British Unionist Party acted on that prin-
ties, while O'Hegarty, having seen those agreed, under threat of British reconquest ciple and was proved rightin the only way

And so, inthe Summer of 1922, Collins



in which such a thing is ever proved. ationforthe scoresofrefugeesinthecity. The Protestants who remained, the
Within three years it had got the better of ~ Inthese months, sectariananxiety peakedggique of the ruling caste of three cen-

the majority that it said was doing wrong. 1N COrk, as the county peered into the y, oo \ere certainly anxious. When they
. abyss of religious warfare before slowly .
France declared war on Germany in backing away were courted ten years earlier (after the

1939 and lost it in 1940. When it lost, it "Gerard Murphy's recent book... LandAct) by the All-For-Ireland League,

made a settlement with Germany and the  argues that Cork Protestants were theand it was put to them that there was a
Parliament elected a new Government to target of an IRA killing spree in March, place forthem as country gentlemenin the
operate this settlement. This was done by April and May 1922. Murphy's charges national movement, they did not respond.
a Parliament whose electoral credentials ~ Of IRA mass murder are unproven and o coyple of years later they were con-

are unquestionable, and there is no serious ;Jhnz;(;ﬂ\ég]g?ugﬁpgsseh dolljill(ljin%es er';p::tsriﬁgg_fronted with the raw Redmondism of the
doubt that it accorded with the will of the tioned in British government, Irish gov- Home Rule Party that had gained the

populace. Britain took no account of the  grment, Northern Ireland government, balance-of-power at Westminster, but
will of the French in the matter. It  |RA, Free State Army, Catholicor Protest- were saved by the Unionist Party and the
denounceditaswrong, scorningthe notion ant records; the families of those so- Great War. They came home from the
that head counting determined right and  called ‘disappeared’ did not protest or Great War, only to be confronted by Sinn
wrong. make inquiries. .., nor did they apply for Fejn. But, with the experience of centuries

As the Treaty dispute dragged on, and g(f)r;é)c?pr)llzaggnn:grditgae;i)rpiZ?t\t]vi.h gfj ?Z;nn;to guide them, they were confident that
as Free State power was built up, there is mention in the public record. As such, England would find a way of seeing off

little doubt that the majority became  \jyrphy's claims must be discounted SinnFein—as ithad seen off many threat-
willing to settle for the Treaty. But it without written proof..." (p36-7). ening movements in the past. When the
never became an overwhelming majority, . Republican movement held firm and the
aconsensus majority, such as the majority The _notlon conveyeq_by these Para-,ich showed an unprecedented capacity
for the Republic had been in 1919-21. 9raphsisthatthemasskilling of Protestants o ,12ined warfare, they wentinto shock.
And De Valera proved himself right by W8S cqntemplated by Co_rk Repgbllcans But, in the end, England did save them
overturning the Treaty majority within ©F Natlonallsts or Catholics during the from a fate worse than death. The terms of
tenyears,and challengingitfrom a position SPring and early Summer of 1922, butthe,\ . 01 “\which would have appalled
of equality within five, causing Treatyism thought was not putinto effect, except for them two years earlier, came as a relief to
to undermine itself by the means to which _the killing of ten Protestant_s t_’y IRA MeN them. TheChurch Of Ireland Gazetta
it clung to office in the last five years. 1N Dunmanway. After that initial action, 0.\~ gjitical publication, became an
* the campaign of killing was stopped in its ardent supporter of the Dail the moment it
Borgonovo finds it necessary to specu- racks when the leader of Cork No. 3 g\ jinated itself to the Treaty' and it
late about the killing of a number of Brigade, TomHales, threatened toexecutg ., e a player in the Irish game on the
Protestants in Dunmanway in April 1922; IRA men "involved in new attacks” ¢ o¢yhe aspect of the Treaty that seem-

Gerard Murphy's contention, irhe Year o
"Though Cork Protestants largely Of Disa r—?aryanc sthat manv more ed to guarantee a British future. But | do
escaped the 1920-21 conflict intact, theP tost p|2 ek'll d d Y th not know that this fact generated anti-
spectre of religious war hovered over "rotestants were killed auring those oo qtantism amongst the Irish. The
Munster in 1922. In the first half of that months ofsectarian anxiety’on the verge Treaty splitwas very much a splitamongst
year, savage sectarian violence struckof "the abyss of religious warfargfust the Irish. with the Protestants who remain-
Ulster, and it seemed possible that thebe discounted because of the lack of bodie - .

e li lati iaht b ) . d Unionist becoming a small, though
province’s Catholic population might be o written proof. The thought of genocide ,
expelled. This left Cork Protestants wealthy, attachmentto the Treatyite cause.

P ; ; o was not followed by the deed—or at least '
vulnerable to possible IRA retaliation. In the deed did not continue after Tom HalesAnd Moylan’s fearsome threat, grossly
misrepresented by Peter Hart, was a threat

April, Cork’s leading Protestant threatened to kill future Kill Hal
merchants publicly denounced anti- (hreatenedtokillany future killers. (Hales ., mercy would be shown towards
Unionists who supported a British attempt

Catholic violence in Northern Ireland, IS not quoted, and | don't know if Borgo-
but were careful to point out, novo's paraphrase, which suggests tha!Elt re-conquest. It was not directed at
Protestants, many of whom were onside

"We have not been subjected to any form Hales took it that_the killing already done
of oppression or injustice by our Catholic was by the IRA, is accurate.) with Moylan
fellow citizens..." [ork Constitution 5 Now, if that actually was the situation '
April 1922 ] in Cork between the Treaty and the ‘Civil
"Fear increased at the end of April, War', I think Murphy should be congratu- ists, even as they seized upon the Treaty as
following the brutal assassination of ten lated for focussing attention on it, even if a Iiféline were faced with the end of their
Protestants in the Bandon Valley. Over he exaggerated by assuming that the ' h I ¢
three consecutive nights, unknown IRA : .. world, and that was naturally a matter o
o= ' impulse to genocide led to actual genocide . C
nmen visited at least adozen homes o oS great anxiety for one of the great historic
gunmen visited a'eas’ a dozenno "and was not careful enough in his searchr :
their own list of Unionist enemies. The for bodi A dal i lse that uling classes of the Western world. And,
unauthorised killings drove out at least '0" POCIES. genocidal Impu ~_ifthey anticipated genocidal action against
100 Cork Protestants... Public bodies. . generated apublicatmosphere of sectariaf, - 1\ as by the natives, that would
condemned the killings, as did Catholic anxiety on the brink of an abyss of action have been a reasonable expectation on the
and Protestantclerics. The situation easedvould have been a serious element in theassumption that the natives would act as
only after IRA leaders vowed to protect sjtuation, even though there were onlyten,[hey themselves had acted during the
leoﬁ:(ljEL%E;?P;Z%;EZ;?}?SA'\}2[5,?:[_ ki|||i3ngtsl- did not aath ither from what | centuries since the Williamite Conquest
teers involved in new attacks. City h ud r: ml) gather, el ¢ Wh tl and the enactment of the Penal Laws.
Unionists were further frightened in June, N€ard When fwas young or from what , _
when a delegation of homeless Belfast could find out later, that the situation in Itis noF an easy thing to ha}ve been bred
Catholics asked Cork Corporationto seize Cork in 1922 was characterised by atorule, with alineage stretching back over

Protestant homes to provide accommod-suppressed genocidal impulse. three centuries, only to be subjected to the
17

The Protestants who remained Union-
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rule of those whom it was your destiny to that state had been democratically de-Cork. Theywere takento Macroom Castle
rule over and guide into the ways of legitimised. They were not exempted on and shot. A British Army company, com-
civilisation. And for this to happen while sectarian grounds from punishment asmanded by the future General Montgom-
Bolshevism was showing the masses howarmed enemies of the democratic Govern-ery, came to Macroom Castle, demanding
they should deal with the classes naturallyment, nor were Protestant agents of thetheir release. There was a stand-off
gave rise to dire anticipations. (The Union state killed because they were between the British Army and the IRA,
Church Of Ireland Gazettwas pre- Protestants. Catholics and Protestantsvhich ended with Montgomery backing
disposed by its own mode of understandingwere required to observe the democraticoff. There were heated exchanges in the
to see Sinn Fein as a kind of Bolshevism.)legitimacy of the Irish Government and House of Commons about the affair but
But that there was something in the were punished indiscriminately if they the Government cooled it down.
political conduct of the native population, made war on it.
asitshrugged off this distinguished ruling  The appallig thing about the party In the course of describing some of
caste, which gave positive grounds for theelected to govern Ireland in 18, from  this, Borgonovo makes thatatement,
sectarian anxiety of that caste, is somethinghe viewpoint of the British Protestant which I find puzzling, that the arrest of the
that remains to be shown. Borgonovo caste which had ruled in Ireland for three British spies—soldiers not in uniform
does not show it. centuries, was not thatitkilled Protestants,gathering information—was$a clear

The ten killings in Dunmanway, which  but that it took itself seriously as a state violation of the Truce'(p38). | would
heasserts as evidence of itmigre asser- and punished those who acted againstitirhave thought that the Truce had been
tion—as unsupported b¥written proof*  the service of the British state, whether superseded by the 'Treaty'. Britain made
as anything asserted by Murphy. they were Protestants or Catholics; andan Agreement with a section of Sinn

He says that the killings wedsne by  that the best efforts of the British State Fein—which up to that point it had never
"unknown IRA gunmen” So this is an during three years of intense effort failed regarded as anything but a bunch of
unknown known in Donald Rumsfeld's tobreakitdownintoa Cathollacquerie  rebels—and was actively building it up to
categories—or is it a known unknown?  Sectarian propaganda during thosebe an Irish Government under the Crown.
He gives no clue as to how he knows thatyeas came from the British side. The The purpose of the Truce was to suspend
itwasunknown IRA gunmehat didit. In  sectarian fact that so many of the police hostilities while negotiations were under-
areference note he saysthatther&tas®@  who were being killed as active enemiestaken. After the Dail complied with the
different interpretations"of the killings  of the Republic were Catholics was 'Treaty' in January, the British concern
but does not say what they are—he juststressed as ifitwas relevantto the politicalwas to establish a new Army in Ireland
mentions publications by Peter Hart, Medaissue, and that fact has also been giverwhich was dependent on it and whose
Ryan and Jasper Ungood-Thomas, tellingcurrency in the revisionist propaganda of only practical purpose was to break up the
us that the lattélargues that the killings  recent years. That sectarian approachRepublican Army. But, whatever may
were political rather than sectarian” which had little effect on the course of have been the formality of the matter, the
Does this imply that Hart and Ryan were politics then, has had more effect in the section of the IRA which was forming a
in agreement that they were sectarian?debasement of history in its revival. The new Army under the terms of the ‘Treaty’
andthatallthree agree thanknown IRA  War of Independence is now widely was no longer in a relationship of Truce
men” were responsible and present depicted as a Catholidacquerieby  with Britain, but was in active political
evidence that proves it? historians trained in Professor Fitzpatrick’s and military collaboration with it.

Trinity Workshop, andthereisadesperate And itis surely a matter of relauce to

Then there is the list that the 'unknown search for facts, or at least somethingthe Dunmanway affair thteon the day of

IRA gunmen' had—a kmvan list held by  remotely like facts, to supportit. But, ifit thekillings the British Intelligence Service

unknown gunmen. had been a Catholitacquerieit would  and the British army were active not many
Consider theséhtee sentences: have been the kind of thing that Britain miles away in Macroom?
"Fear increased at the end April,  Knew how to handle—and it would not ~ Borgonovo's referenawte says there

following the brutal assassitat on of ten have targeted that solid body of good were"two differentinterpretationsifthe
Protestants in the Bandon Valley. Over Catholics that Britain had shaped to its Dunmanway killings. He does not say

three consecutive nights, unknown IRA service in Ireland: the RIC. that they are, but apparently suggests that
gunmen visited at least a dozen homes on they were put by Peter Hart and Meda

their own list of Unionist enemies. The - g 00n6y0's statement that unknown Ryan on the one hand and Jasper Ungood-
unauthorised killings drove out at least . . .

100 Cork Protestants. .. IRA gunmenwith aknown ligff Unionist ~ Thomas on the other. But surely he must

enemies brutally assassinated ten Protestknow that there is a thitthterpretation™
Do all three sentencedeeto the same  gtq in the Bandon Valley is made in the the suggestion put by Owen Sheridan that
event? Not necessarily so according 10 game paragraph in which he says thathe killings might have been the work of
the grammar, but they will be read as cqrk in a condition of sectarian anxiety, British Intelligence, with the purpose of
doing so. o peered into the abyss of religious warfare.provoking religious war and justifying a
Was it Protestants or Unionists who e gandon Valley'is an imprecise revocation of the 'Treaty' concessions,
were killed? It is no answer to say that |ocation, suggesting that the killings were which certain elementswailitarists—saw
they were both._ If they were k'”e_d 8S dispersed over an area. In fact they wereas a first retreat from Imperial power
Protestants, thatis one thing, if as Unionistsyone within a small radius, more inform- which could only encourage disintegration.

that is another. atively described as Dunmanway. _ o
In the Warof Independence a great However "interpretation” is not the

many Catholics were killed by the IRA. These killings were done on April 27th- word for sugy estions about responsibility
They were not killed because they were 28th. On April 27th three British officers for the Dunmanway killings."Specula-
Catholics. They were killed because theyon Intelligence duty were arrested in Mac- tion" is the word. There is no evidence to
acted as agents of the Union state, afteroom which, like Dunmanway, is in West interpret. In fact the distinctive thing



about that event, as compared with anyan accomplished fact, which all acceptedcommand of Dublin immediately. Such
other event, is the entire absence ofwith adegree ae factaesignation. And  was our 'Civil War'.

evidence. Allthatis known is the bare fact the ending of it was not something that

Britain was not going to have in the

of the killings. And the speculation that mightsimply be conceded by Westminster. Irish State, however Oath-bound, the Army

they were the work of British Intelligence

British policy over the centuries had that had fought it and driven it to the

is, with regard to the entire absence ofbroughtabout a situation which the British
evidence, even the evidence of local Government could not simply conjure

negotiating table.
Brendan Clifford

rumour, certainly not less plausible than away in the early 20th century.
Borgonovo's speculation (which he  And Partition was not the issue o
presents as a known fact) that the killingswhich the 26 Counties was driven to 'Civi
were done by unknown IRA men with a War'. Lest we forget, the issue was th
known list of Protestants—or was it Oath to the Crown. And that was somg
Unionists? thing that Britain might have abolished
* with the stroke of a pen.
The British presence is missing from
Borgonovo's account of the War, apart
from an incidental reference to action by . :
the Royal Navy (which continued to be Tr_eaFy oeponents_that satisfied thei
based in Cobh)insupportofthe Treatyites.p”nc'plf'}S . And their pro-Treaty oppon-

But the development frortiTreaty" to ents tried their best to arrange ths

The Cork Republicans tried their bes
to "secure a compromise with their pro-

e

t ‘The IRA and its enemies’ examined. Owen

"Civil War" is not comprehensible if the
conflict is taken to have come about
through disagreement between Irish partie:
acting autonomously.

A couple of years ago | commented on
a statement by Borgonovo that the Treaty

conflict was foreshadowed by divisions
within Sinn Fein during the War of

S

compromise. But every compromise
initiative was thwarted by the inflexible
will to war in Whitehall, which at every
critical juncture determined the action o
the Treatyitesin Dublin. Andwhen Colling
fired the first shot, it was under threat tha
if he did not do so, the British Army—
which had not gone away—would takg

Seian O'Hegarty, O/C First Cork Brigade,
Irish Republican Army by Kevin Girvin.
248pp. €20, £15

The Grammar Of Anarchy: Force Or Law—
Which? by JJ. Horgan. Unionism, 1910-
1914. Introduction by B. Clifford. €6, £4.

Propaganda as Anti-History: Peter Hart’s

Sheridan. €15, £10.

Troubled History: A 10th Anniversary
Critique Of The IRA & Its Enemies by Brian
Murphy osb and Niall Meehan. Introduction
Ruan O’Donnell. 48pp. €10, £7.

The Rise And Fall Of Imperial Ireland.
Redmondism In The Context Of Britain’s War
Of Conquest Of South Africa And Its Great
War On Germany, 1899-1916 by Pat Walsh.
594pp. £18.99.

» Northern Ireland What Is 1t? Professor
Mansergh Changes His Mind by Brendan
Clifford. 278pp. €18, £15.

t

Independence. | had been able to find |
such divisions in 1919-21 and conclud
that the 1922 division as brought about
the partial British concession backed by
ferocious ultimatum. Ilooked in this boo
for some argumentthatthe 'Treaty' divisid
was the working out of a division that ha
been suppressed in 1919-21, but thg
isn't any.
If independence had been achievd
differences would no doubt have arise
over how the State should be conducte
but independence had not been achiev
and the difference that arose had to

entirely with the British threat of barbari¢
h bell with me from what | had previously of $20 million (equivalent to $350 million

war on the lines of the war in South Afric
twenty years earlier. Redmondite ar
West British remnants attached themsel\
to the Treatyites. But these elemen
though wealthy, had little or no influenc
on Sinn Fein politics before the ‘Treaty

0
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y
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Part 2
4From Sing Sing To Sing And Sing
—The 1934 Larkin Affidavit

re Ifanaffidavithad beensecured by Johnplanto blow up US railroad lines that were
McCloy from Big Jim Larkin in 1934 in conveying munitions destined for Britain.
d,order to complete the pursuit of a caseHe therefore had no hand in the July 1916
nagainst Germany in 1936, why should this explosion on "Black Tom" Island in New
dnot be seen as the pursuit of some sort off ork Harbour which destroyed over 1,000

n

bganti-Nazi agenda? | might have addressedons of TNT destined for Britain, but
Hothis issue far earlier, had | not forgotten which also resulted in the deaths of several

that McCloy's name should have rung apeople and damaged property to the extent

d known of how he himself had dealt with today). Nor was von Papen ever to be
edhe Nazi German war criminals of the accused of complicity in that act.
s,Second World War. Yetvon Papen did appear as a defendant
b But what of Franz von Papen—the before the Nuremberg War Crimes
. best-known of those ‘fingered' by Larkin Tribunal subsequent to World War Two.

They jumped on the ‘Treaty’ bandwagon, for McCloy's benefit? What indeed? Von But why? While a political argument can

but they had not set it rolling.
Borgonovo writes that, in the Spring @
1922:

"Only three options lay open to Cor
Republicans: to secure a compromi
with their pro-Treaty opponents tha
satisfied their principles; to re-launc
the war with the British to unify the
country; or to physically resist the Fre
State" (p33).

Butitwas noton the issue of unificatio
that the British ultimatum was active.
was on the issue of the relationship of t
26 Counties with Britain. Partition figured

Papen had been the German militarybe made that von Papen's counter-
f attachéin New Yorkfrom December1913. productive political machinations had
While the USA did not formally enter the facilitated Hitler's ultimate triumph, he
First World War until 1917, it would be himself was neither a Nazi nor a war
begrossly misleading to say that the USA criminal of any sort. He was a leader of the
t had been neutral beforehand. By shippingCatholic Centre Party and Chancellor of
" munitions wholesale to Britain from the Germany from June to November 1932.
A word go, the USA had been effectively Believing that Hitler could be 'tamed’, he
waging war on Germany from August recommended that he be appointed Chan-
1914 itself. Acts of sabotage on Germany'scellor by President von Hindenburg in
1 part were hardly an immoral response, if January 1933, while von Papen himself
L undoubtedly an undiplomatic one. Von would hold the office of Vice-Chancellor.
'€Papen was to be recalled to Germany inTo those who warned against this move,
December 1915, having been accused bwon Papen arrogantly and naively

marginally in the Treaty Debates. It wg

S the US Government of complicity in a responded:You are mistaken. We've hired
19
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him. Within two months we will have
pushed Hitler so far in the corner that he'll
squeak.’A year later, and one far too late,
von Papen realised how mistaken he had
been. On 17th June 1934 he spoke out
against Nazi excesses. Two weeks later,
in the "Night of the long Knives"von
Papen's office was ransacked by the S
and his three closest collaborators, who
had helped draft that latest speech of his,
were murdered. But von Papen himself
was spared. He was, however, forced to
resign as Vice-Chancellor a month later.
Thereafter, he was relocated back into the
diplomatic service, as Ambassador to
Austria 1934-38 and Ambassador to
Turkey 1939-44.

While von Papen did indeed initially
feature as a defendant at the main Nurem-
berg War Crimes Trial, he was, however,
unequivocally acquitted because, in the
Court's own words, while he had commit-
ted a number dfpolitical immoralities",
he had not committed anything deemed
punishable under the charge of which he
had been indicteiconspiracy to commit
crimes against peacdalor can any amount
of either foresight or hindsight justify
Larkin ‘fingering' von Papen in 1934 for
conspiracy to commit murder in the USA.
Such a conclusion on my part does not
imply the slightest sympathy for von Papen
himself, who never seemed to have had
the moral courage to accept responsibility

Black Tom" case by Chad Millman,
entitledThe Detonatorslin a review for
StheNewYorkObservelon 16th July 2006,
Professor Glenn Altschuler of Cornell
University wrote:

case was settled when the Mixed Claims Wetzler, escaped from that camp on 9th
Commission at The Hague found April 1944. After eleven days of walking
Germany responsible for the blast.” 514 hiding, they made it back to Slovakia
and linked up with both the anti-fascist
partisans and the Jewish Council. They
prepared a detailed 32-page report on the
unfolding Holocaust, estimating from their
own eyewitness observations that between
June 1942 and April 1944 as many as 1.75
) million Jews had already been extermin-
"In 1934, Dame Fortune smiled on gteq in Auschwitz. Their report was
America again. John J. McCloy, alawyer forwarded to McCloy on 29th June,

for the Lehigh Valley and the heroTifie . .
Detonators persuaded the Irish labour 2ccompanied by a request to disrupt the

leader James Larkin to prepare an affidavitHolocaust by bombing Auschwitz facili-
about German initiatives to disrupt the ties. He refused, as he would refuse all

flow of supplies from the United Statesto such requests, including one made person-
the Allies, including the 'Black Tom' ajly to him in a face-to-face meeting with
plot. With Larkin ready to name names, ihe President of the World Jewish

the Nazis agreed to settle. They later

reneged, butin 1939, US Supreme CourtCohngress, Nbahum Goldr?]an. When,_ on
Justice Roberts—the umpire for the 8th November 1944, the Executive
Mixed Claims Commission—found for Director of the US War Refugee Board

the plaintiffs: $21 million in damages made one further appeal, McCloy replied

2006 saw publication of a book on the

and $29 million in interest. Better late on 18th November:

than never, justice had been meted out—
but the biggest beneficiary, Mr. Millman
suggests, was John McCloy: The young
lawyer for whom 'Black Tom' had once
been a black hole went on to become an
Assistant Secretary of War, President of
the World Bank and U.S. High
Commissioner to Germany; in the latter
stages of his career, he was widely known
as 'Head of the Establishment' in the
United States."

In 1927 McCloy had been sent by his

for his own actions and who was all too law firm to establish a branch in Milan
ready to foist that responsibility onto becoming, according to Anton Chaitkin
others. Even in 1952 von Papen claimed(George Bush: The Unauthorised Biog-
that it was not he, but Roger Casementraphy) an advisor to Mussolini's fascist
"then in Berlin, who put forward to disrupt Government. And, while he secured the

as much as possible America's supplies td-arkin Affidavit on behalf of Bethlehem

our enemies with acts of sabota@iErome
aan de Wiel, "Sabotage in the USA:

Steel in 1934, he also worked on behalf of
the German firm IG Farben and in 1936

"l refer to your letter in which you
forwarded the report of two eye-witnesses
on the notorious concentration and
extermination camps of Auschwitz and
Birkenau in Upper Silesia. The Operation
Staff of the War Department has given
careful consideration to your suggestion
thatthe bombing of these camps be under-
taken... Atthe present critical stage of the
war in Europe, our strategic air forces are
engaged in the destruction of industrial
target systems vital to the dwindling war
potential of the enemy, from which they
should not be diverted... | know that you
have been reluctant to press this activity
on the War Department. We have been
pressed strongly from other quarters,
however, and have taken the best military
opinion on its feasibility, and we believe
the above conclusion is a sound one."

Buthow did the post-War John McCloy

shared a box with Hitler and Mussolini at deal with Nazi war criminals who had
the Berlin Olympics. As US Assistant peen convicted at Nuremberg? | had
Secretary for War, McCloy had been the forgotten that in book reviews published
architect of the internment of the Japaneseduring the course of 1981, in the British &
Nor was Larkin's affidavit obtained by American population. Itwas also McCloy Irish Communist Organisation's
John McCloy in any anti-Nazi context. who would first raise the prospect of theoretical journalhe Irish Communist,
The claim which it supported had beenthreatening Japan with the A-bomb, had in fact quoted two references to one of
initiated against the Weimar Republic in although subsequently rather lamely those war criminals, with whose post-
1922. And, as far as McCloy himself was maintaining that the actual bombing of war life of freedom McCloy—in his
concerned, this was a purely mercenaryHiroshima would have proved unneces- capacity as US Military Governor and
operation on the part of a smart lawyer onsary if the threat to do so had been madeHigh Commissioner for Allied Forces in
the make. As hisew York Timesbituary ~ more explicit. West Germany—had been intimately

Imperial Germany and Irish-American
Contacts",History Ireland, January-
February 2010).

put it on 12th March 1989:
"Recognised as bright and persevering,

connected:

There was, however, one bombing mis-

he was put in charge of the 'Black Tom' sion that McCloy had consistently vetoed.

case for Bethlehem Steel, one of the He was to refuse repeated requests made

firm’s clients. The case involved damagesduring the course of 1944 to disrupt the
incurredina 1916 explosion ata Hoboken y10caust by bombing what had already

munitions factory. Mr. McCloy carried

the case along for nine years, hunting
down cluesin Baltimore, Vienna, Warsaw
and Dublin and proving that German

been proven to be an extermination camp
at Auschwitz. Rudolf Vrba was a
Czechoslovak Jew imprisoned in Ausch-

agents had caused the explosion. Thewitz since 1942 who, with his friend Alfred

"The degree of Nazi interest in Ireland
was shown in the appointment by the
Foreign Minister, von Ribbentrop, in 1940
of Dr. Edmund Veesenmayer as his
Special Representative for Ireland. Itwas
Veesenmayer who interviewed Frank
Ryan on the first day he was brought
from Spain, via Paris, to Berlin. Veesen-
mayer had the reputation of a shrewd and
dangerous man. In 1944 he was appointed



Nazi ambassador to Hungary. On April presided over by Judge Robert Maguire,imprisonment by Maguire's great-
14, 1949 he was sentenced to 20 yeargyhjle the US Prosecutor had been thegrandfather in 1949, only to be let loose

imprisonment by a US military court in

Nuremberg for war crimes, including the .
brutal and inhuman deportation of But on 16th December 1951 it had been

150,000 Hungarian Jews. In December None other than John J. McCloy who
1951 the US authorities pardoned andwould set Veesenmayer free. In 2000,
released hi." (Michael O'Riordaithe  Judge Maguire's great-grandson, Peter
Connolly Column1979, p158inthe 2005 Maguire, authored a book, entitlédw
edition). and War: An American Storywhich

"Described in Norman Rich'slitler . s
War Aimsas 'the German Foreign Office addre;sed the cynlcmalpolltlktha_t had
trouble shooter', Dr Veesenmayer was begn involved. In a.JuIy 2001 |ntgrnet
the Third Reich's expert on small review,Jonathan Lurie of Rutgers Univer-
nationalities. An Austrian by birth, sity pointed out:
Veesenmayer was well fitted to negotiate "Maguire argues that the lessons of
with Croatian political leaders in April Nuremberg 'remain unclear' in part
1941 with the object of setting up an  because what that name represents is
independentstate ... Veesenmayerstarted  really a series of contradictory trials that
talks with the Ustashimovement, anation-  |ead to no single, simple conclusion' (p5).
alist terror group ... On April 14, the They represent a telling example of 'the

German-Jewish refugee Robert Kempner.by McCloy two years later:

"l was sitting with the German Chief
Justice during the (1960s) Auschwitz case
as aspectator. Veesenmayer was awitness
for the defence and he was a free man ...
This judge next to me askéd/ho is this
man?'and | said, This is a very nice
acquaintance of mine; he was only
responsible for 400,000 Jews.' 'Why is he
running around?l said'Because he is a
defence witness for the Auschwitz case.’
Veesenmayer came back when he was
through and he stopped at me and said,
‘How are you?and | said;We have both
grown older.Later | talked with areserve
judge and he saidt is very bad for us,
Veesenmayer is running free and we
should judge about the little SS men who
killed only two.'

leader of the Ustashi, Ante Pavelic,
arrived in Zagreb from his Rome exile
and took over the government ...
Veesenmayer was in Belgrade in July
1941 and on September 8, reported to
Berlin 'that it was absolutely essential to
take stepsimmediately to seize atleast all
male Jews in Serbia, probably about 8,000
all', to curb Communist activity. By June
6, 1942, the Chief of the German security
service could report that there was no
longer a 'Jewish problem' in Serbia. In
December 1943, Veesenmayer was pres-
suring the clerical-fascist ruler of
Slovakia, Monsignor Tiso, to put the
Jews in concentration camps. After the
insurrection of August 1944, the SS
rounded up 14,000 Jews and sent them to
Auschwitz. By the end of the war, 80,000
of Slovakia's pre-war 87,000 Jews 'appear
to have perished'. Veesenmayer was in
Hungary in the autumn of 1943 negoti-
ating with Pro-German groups and
Admiral Horthy, the country's right-wing
dictator, demanded his expulsion. On
March 19, 1944, German troops marched
into Hungary and Veesenmayer was
named Minister Plenipotentiary of the
Greater German Reich in Budapest, a
post that gave him practical political and
economic control of the state. Veesen-
mayer named Ferenc Szalasi, head of the
Arrow Cross, Premier. When Horthy
resisted, his son was threatened with death
and he himself was sentto Germany. The
Red Army captured Budapest after a two-
month siege on February 13, 1945. By
then hundreds of thousands of Jews had
been deported or died during the siege.
According to Rich, 576,000 of Hungary's
825,000 Jews had died during the German
occupation. If Rich's report is accurate it
is just as well that Veesenmayer got no
opportunity to put into effect whatever
plans he had for Ireland" (Sean Cronin,
Frank Ryan pp252-3).

See www.leopoldhkerney.com and
www.irelandscw.com/docs-
KerneyReview.htm angww.irelandscw.
com/docs-Ryan2.htrfor Veesenmayer's
role in Irish affairs.

storm where war, law and politics swirl
and oscillate in a constant state of flux'.
As with much of our history, the Nurem-
berg Trials reflected a real 'tension bet-
ween America's much-vaunted ethical  This, then, was to be the legacy of the
and legal principles and its practical policy jonn J. McCloy whom Larkin had un-
interests’. (pp5-6)... The best part of ., qcjonaply assisted in 1934. Larkin had
Maguire's study is his persuasive narra- o .
specifically accused the German Minister

tive of and explanation for the ultimate s

defendants—release from confinement boasting that the "Black Tom" explosion
and pardon. He shows how American had been Germany'greatest success"
policy vacillated from the righteous forcing von Eckhardtinto a position where
rhetoric of Robert H. Jackson to the he had to directly refute Larkin's charge
ultimate embrace and rearming of West on 16th April 1934. Yet Larkin had

Germany, all because of Cold War fears . . -
that dominated American foreign policy remained rather coy about himself. While

from 1948 to 1958. Indeed, he implies, truthfully stating that he had refused the
little is left of the IMT war crimes oOffer of German money to engage in
Nuremberg trials but nostalgia. By the sabotage, he concealed the fact—as had
late 1950s the Allies released their last been revealed in the letter by the Clan-na-
convicted war criminals. A E“gh Co}:n- Gael leader John Devoy to Frank Robbins
missioner to Germany such as John J.u the ITGWU on 14 June 1923—that he
McCloy—another Wall-Street-trained had ted than $10.000 f th
attorney—well reflected the new Cold ad accepted more than ' romthe
War mentality. In 1942, at the time of the Germans to fund strikes and other forms

disgraceful internment of Japanese Of industrial action.
Americans, McCloy had dismissed the

U.S. Constitution as ‘justa scrap of paper’ It IS I such a context that the Larkin
(p224). He later recalled that 'l never Affidavit moved beyond the unconscion-

considered myself a politician, but rather able to the reprehensible—not this time
a lawyer, so the question | asked myselfregarding any accused German, but in
inthe various jobs had was "'What should respect of a decades-long imprisoned
we do to 3°|er hthe prt?lblem at rr‘a”d?' American labour hero who had only been
(pp380-381). If the problem was how 10 04 from Death Row by the skin of his

rearm and realign West Germany with . .
the United States, the continued teeth. In July 1916 an anarchist bomb in

imprisonment of German war criminals San Francisco had killed ten people and
had to cease. And it did... Ultimately, seriously injured forty others. Irish-
Maguire writes, 'the time has come to Americanlabourleader Tom Mooney was
reconsider the legacy of the Nuremberg falsely charged and sentenced to death. It
trials as more of an anomaly than a \yas 1918 before the sentence was com-
paradigm’ (p 289)". muted to life imprisonment. Mooney
Peter Maguire observed how the US would have to wait a further two decades

Although Veesenmayer was sentenced
to 20 years in the Ministries case, he was
released in December 1951."

and Allied clemencies of the 1950s had before the US Supreme Court agreed to
undermined the West German Govern-hear his writ ohabeas corpus 1937, in
ment's own trials in the 1960s. In a 1988which he maintained that he had been
interview with Peter Maguire, the Nurem- convicted on perjured testimony, while
berg Prosecutor Robert Kempner offeredfavourable evidence had been suppressed.
the following telling anecdote about the Butthe Supreme Court dismissed his writ

Veesenmayer's 1949 trial had beenman who had been sentenced to 20 yearsn a technicality—he should first have
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processed it through a state court. Tom

Mooney was not finally pardoned until
1938, althoughiill health resulting from 22

years of imprisonment would contribute
towards his premature death in 1942. In

this respect, Larkin's 1934 affidavit, by

implicating Mooney as a German-sponsored

strike activist, could only have had the
effect of delaying Mooney's final receipt
of justice. Larkin informed McCloy:

"I went back to San Francisco and

stopped at the Fresno Hotel, where a
German met me and arranged for me to
cross to Berkeley to meet, as he said, an

important German official. As | did not
want to make my visit public in San
Francisco, owing to my associations with

Thomas Mooney, who was thenin serious
jeopardy, | kept under cover. They sent

a car for me. Von Bopp met me
somewhere near the University of
California. He expressed his sympathy
with Tom Mooney and made a lot of

condemnatory statements regarding those
who had, as he said, railroaded Mooney.

| asked him if Mooney had anything to do
with him. He stated that he had had
something to do with strikes and Mooney

has assisted them to that extent" (Donal

Nevin,James Larkin—Lion of the Fqld
1998, p396).

There was no material gain for Larkin
from such behaviour. But if—as | have

had no other alternative but to conclude—

the 1934 Larkin Affidavit was an uncon-

scionable act on his part, was there any

way in which it might be rendered com-

prehensible? The only possible explana-

tion | can think of is that Larkin may have
been mentally ill, suffering from severe
depression, if not the aftermath of an

actual nervous breakdown. ltisironic that

| should have hitherto failed to consider
such a possibility in this case, notwith-
standing the fact that, in my own contri-
bution toLion Of The Foldl had explored

towards the famed Irish orator in their
charge and invited him to relate the story
of St. Patrick to the assembled prison
population. Larkin's version was conven-
tional enough until he reached the legend
of how St. Patrick had driven all the
shakes out of Ireland:And where did
they go?he enquired rhetorically before
providing his own conclusion. They
came to America, to become politicians,
policemen, and prison guards.'

"The uproarious applause that Larkin
thus provoked among his fellow-prisoners
was the exception that proved the rule.
Oscar Wilde's biographer, Frank Harris
discovered on avisit to Sing Sing that the
prisoners generally regarded Larkin as a
damned fool in going to jail for standing
up for others. There is indeed an image
of a different Larkin, diffident and defen-
sive, if not yet despondent. It was
provided by none other than Charlie Chap-
lin, as great a humanitarian as he was a
comedian. Having accompanied Harris
on that same visit, Chaplin later recalled:

'Prisons have a strange atmosphere, as if
the human spirit was suspended. At Sing
Sing the old cell blocks were grimly
mediaeval: small, narrow stone chambers
crowded with four to six inmates sleeping
in each cell. What fiendish brain could
conceive of building such horrors! Larkin
was in the shoe factory, and here he greeted
us, a tall handsome man, about six foot
four, with piercing blue eyes but a gentle
smile. Although happy to see Frank, he was
nervous and disturbed and was anxious to
get back to his bench. Even the warden's
assurance would not allay his uneasiness.
'It's bad morally for the other prisoners if
I'm privileged to see visitors during working
hours', said Larkin ... He said he was treated
reasonably well, but he was worried about
his wife and family in Ireland whom he had
not heard from since his confinement. Frank
promised to help him. After we left Frank
said it depressed him to see a courageous,
flamboyant character like Larkin reduced
to prison discipline.'..." (p72).

Professor Emmet Larkin's 1965 biog-

decline is depressing. That so rich, so
active, and so fruitful a life should come
to such an end is nothing less than anti-
climactic. In 1928, however, atthe age of
fifty-two, Larkin had no idea that he was
at the beginning of his end... The years
between 1928 and 1935 were a sad
testimonial to aman who lived to serve ...
By 1933 the situation was desperate for
both Larkin and the Irish Labour Move-
ment. Thelrish Workerhad collapsed
the previous year from want of funds, and
the membership of the Workers' Union
was shrinking. The Depression had made
a shambles of the entire Irish trade union
movement and destroyed any hope of
economic action on the part of the work-
ers. Now the victory of Fianna Fail at the
polls effectively limited the political
alternative for at least five years, since
the Labour Party had only eight seats in
the Dail. Larkin was himself further
humiliated some months later in the local
elections when he lost his seat on the
Dublin Municipal Council... When the
Spanish Civil War broke out in 1936, the
Republican and Socialist left in Ireland
were more hard-pressed than ever. The
pro-Franco pressure became so great that
the Executive Committee of the Workers'
Union, with Larkin's tacit approval,
passed aresolution forbidding any official
of the Union from appearing on any but
atrade union platform. This was directed
against those officials, and Jack Carney
in particular, who spoke from Irish Repub-
lican platforms in support of the Repub-
lican Government in Spain. Carney
immediately protested the resolution as
an insupportable infringement on his
personal liberty, and, receiving no satis-
faction from Larkin, resigned his position
in the Union and left for England. Larkin
had achieved greatness because he never
counted cost, either to himself or his
followers, when he deemed a question of
principle to be at stake. That he failed to
distinguish principle in this case can
hardly be mitigated by the fact that
circumstances made such distinctions

raphy of his namesake confined his exam- more difficult." (pp294-8).

ination and use of Big Jim's 1934 Affidavit

to the 1914-17 period itself, on which, of  Itis only when setinthe context of such
It was in late October 1914 that Big course, it certainly shed considerable light,a collapse in morale on Larkin's part that

Jim Larkin, general secretary of the Irish | w1, the proviso that it should also be anysense canbe made ofthe moral collapse

:l-z;?in;eptosr;i?fr(])?tﬁeegerlztaeltj\ll\é(?[;liggsor?tglggt corrected by Devoy's 1923 letter to Rob- represented by his 1934 Affidavit. Larkin

Louis. Inthe aftermath of the epic struggle bins. That 1914-17 accountended on pagedi_d recover. He was re-electe_d to Dublin
of 1913 he had reached the edge of218. ButLarkin's biographer had nocom- City Councilin 1936. On a public platform
nervous and physical exhaustion. Jamesment to make on the circumstances induring the 1937 General Election cam-
Connolly had seen more clearly than which that Affidavit had been offered in paign, Larkin made a point of yielding up
mosthow much Larkinrequired achange the first place. And yet Big Jim's moral his place as speaker to Frank Ryan—
of environment” (p64). collapse in 1934 may well have sprung wounded in battle and briefly home on
Fast forward now to the period of his from an actual collapse in morale itself leave before returning to the Spanish
Americaimprisonment, concerning which that mirrored his earlier near-breakdownsinferno. Big Jim would once again be
| went on to observe: of 1914 and 1921. For it had also beenelected to Dail Eireann for 1937-38, where

"How did Larkin respond to the Emmet Larkin—at a much later stage in he remained in bitter conflict with
pI’OSpE_'Ct Of _pr_olonged incarceration? his narrative, and underthechapterheadin@meshirts. He would be elected to the
:;hefrg r|1st‘a vivid [Tagesct)f r;lstqldklselg)and of "Decline"—who wrote as follows of Dail for his final term of 1943-44, and was
1621 With oraive Sense of jdcenean, Big Jim's collapse during the early to mid the only TD prepared to interrupt and
confront head-on the anti-Semitic diatribes

the prison warders—many of whom were 1930s: _ - _ ;
themselves Irish—momentarily softened "To chronicle nearly twenty years of of the militantly pro-Nazi TD, Oliver J.

hints of such possibilities in other periods.
As | suggested in my 1997 radio lecture:



Flanagan. (This was the self-same, un- Larkin rightly remains one of the greft
apologetic Flanagan who, in 1976, would heroes of the Irish Labour movement. But
be elevated to the office of Minister for he was also a seriously flawed hero. My
Defence by the Fine Gael-Labour conclusion, therefore, from this examin-
"Government of the talentsind alongside ation of the record, is that Irish labopr
whom the Labour Party's Conor Cruise history would remain very muchill-served
O'Brien, ironically elected to Big Jim's indeed if Larkin's Affidavit were only t
old Dail seat, would be quite happy to sit be viewed as a valuable source for stug
in Cabinet.) Big Jim Larkin would also of the 1914-17 period, and not be furth
once again provided inspirational leader- recognised as the sorry exhibit it represq
ship to the mass campaign of oppositionin respect of Larkin's behaviour durifpg
to the 1941 Trade Union Bill. 1934 itself.
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Manus O'Riordan

Naval Warfare

Part Sixteen

competing policies, certain it is that to
run them concurrently was ruinous to
both. For instance, to conduct offensives
in France and Gallipoli at one and the
same time was fatally ill-judged.
"Reinforcements which might have

turned the scale at Gallipoli were denied
to that theatre till after the Loos offensive
in France. That offensive, however, ate
up all the reserves for Gallipoli, so that

How did the Great War become such a
departure from the traditional mode of
warfare engaged in by England—involving,
for the first time, the subordination of its
maritime power to the pursuit of continent-
al warfare? Captain Russell Grenfell of
the Royal Navy set out to understand this
just as a new British war on Germany was
getting underway in 1940.

the army out there went shortin any case.

Captain Grenfell was an opponent of
catastrophic, unlimited, Continental wars
waged on Messianic principle and favour-
ed limited strategic interventions based
on the old model. He believed that the
Great War was waged incoherently bec-  Grenfell came from an old English
ause anew innovation had beenintroducechaval family and served in a number of

It cannot be doubted that to pursue a
continental and an amphibious military

strategy simultaneously is to invite the

failure of both of them" (Sea Power,

ppl53-4).

to replace the traditional strategy and,important engagements in the Great War,

when it failed, a mish-mash had resultedincluding at the Battle of Jutland in 1916.
that was neither here nor there: During the Second World War he directed
"The pre-ordained use of the British the Royal Naval Staff College at Green-
Army on the Continent, as in the lastwar, wich, He published many books on naval
throws away all the military value of \4yersincludingSea Power In The Next
superior sea power. Instead of the ‘Army War (1938); Sea Power(1940); The

being a shotto be fired by the Navy' atthe _. .
enemy's weakest point, as Sir Edward BisSmarck Episodg1948); Nelson The

Grey is understood to have described it, Sailor (1949);Main Fleet To Singapore
it becomes, under these latter conditions,(1951); andJnconditional Hatre1953).

merely a ferry service to transport the He also apparently had in preparation a

Army to where the enemy’s strength is hook on the Norwegian Campaign 1940
greatest. before his untimely death.

"There was a tardy but only partial
realization some little time after the war Grenfell becamepersona non grata

had started that our sea power was notater writing Unconditional Hatredin
being made proper use of to increase ourl953. No English publisher would touch
offensive military strength. The Dardan- his critique of Britain's wars on Germany

elles expedition was a return to the that Grenfell had developed after being a

eccentric attack based on sea power.
"Unhappily we were already committed
to frontal attack on the Continent, and the

first-hand observer of them.
Grenfell wroteUnconditional Hatred

adoption of amphibious warfare in the after Germany had been thoroughly des-

Mediterranean did but set up the two troyed by an alliance of Powers in 1945
rival methods of using military power forcing it into unconditional surrender. It

into active competition with each other. seems that by this stage he had had his fill

Thereatfter, during the war, there was the of the oratorical British crusades against
'‘eastern' school, advocating an amphi-

bious warfare in eccentric attack, and the
‘western' school which insisted that the

enemies that had led to disaster and
catastrophe for Europe (especially as new

been won). And, in dissenting from the
Churchillian narrative of the War, and in
calling a spade a spade, he became an
outcast.

InUnconditional HatredCaptain Gren-
fell traced the disaster of 1939-45 back to

ieBritain's decision to intervene in a Euro-

peanWarin 1914. He saw thisintervention,

ntswhich led to the British Empire committing

its resources to fighting an unlimited Con-
tinental war, for the firsttime in its history,
as being wholly unnecessary. He saw the
intervention as originating with the dip-
lomacy of Sir Edward Grey and then with
the efforts of the Secretary of State for
War, Haldane, and his reorganisation of
the British Army for Continental warfare:

"The basic assumption on which
Haldane's whole outlook towards a
European upheaval rested was itself false.
This was that if the Germans were able to
push the French back and occupy the
Channel coast of France, Britain's security
would be gravely and even fatally imperil-
led. Holding this view, Mr. Haldane could
plausibly believe that it was essential to
use the British Army to keep the Channel
coast of France out of German hands.
This was a view also held by Sir Edward
Grey, the Foreign Secretary, which
accounts—or which at least he advances
in his own post-war autobiography as
accounting—for his ready acquiescence
inthe French request for military convers-
ations and for his personal conviction
that the British Army should go to France.

"That men of the mental calibre of
Cabinet Ministers, and more especially
when laying claim to a scientific outlook,
could possibly have harboured so peculiar
an idea is another illustration of how
extraordinarily difficult it seems to be for
landsmen, however intelligent, to hold
sound views about sea power. There was
no historical evidence at this time to
suggest that an enemy occupation of the
opposite coast of the English Channel
would be lethal or even particularly
dangerous to Britain. How could this be
thought true, when that coast had in fact
beeninthe hands of England's hereditary
enemy, France, for centuries past? If the
presence of an enemy on the coast bet-
ween the Low Countries and Brest spelt
disasterto England, why had that disaster
never come from the hands of Napoleon
| or the French Jacobins or Louis XIV,
XV, or XIV, all of whom had held the
south shore of the Channel while at war
with England? The 'scientific’ answer,
which surely should have appealed to
Mr. Haldane if not to Sir Edward Grey, is
that if these earlier enemies could not use
the south coast of the Channel to
overthrow the English, there was no real
reason why Kaiser William ll's Germany
should have done it.

"And if not, what was the need, not

Western Front was the decisive theatre. ENémies seemed to spring up every time
Whatever the relative merits of these 'wars to end all wars' and destroy 'evil' had

merely for the dispatch of an Expedi-
tionary Force to France or even to the
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Baltic, butto anywhere at all? If the Fleet Grenfell, the Kaiser, who believed he had
could be relied upon to keep England discovered England's great secret of
safe from attack, as history showed it g, ccess determined that Germany must

could, was it not therefore better if there , Ve
was any doubt about Britain's security, to have 'a future on the water', if it was to be

strengthen the Fleet until that security 2nYthing worthwhile in the world.
was put beyond question, instead of Grenfell noted that, before tkmtente

indulging in the unpredictable cost in political sentiment in England had been
men and money of Continental warfare wholly isolationist—against foreign
on land? For long years during the entanglements—and maritime in orient-

Napoleonic wars, England had been keptyiinn “TheEntente however, propelled

safe by thismeans. Why notagain? Thes .
were scientific questions which Mr. eEnglandtowardentanglementsandContl—

Haldane and Sir Edward Grey might have N€ntal warfare, in which England was
asked themselves as preliminaries todestined to pay a heavy price.

coming to a decision about the French

conversations. Butsuch questionsclearly Before 1904 the British Army was
never occurred to them. They jumped regarded as a secondary weapon, Grenfell
straight to a superficial assumption which noted, and mainly functioned as a keeper

happened to be wrong. ; .
"That the two Ministers made this of order at home and in the colonies and

fundamental error of strategy was not fOr defence, in an emergency. This role
their fault. They were not trained forwar. had been defined and laid down in public
But the question arises why they did not as late as 1888 by the Secretary of State for
seek the advice of those who had beenWar.

Admiral Fisher's letters to Lord Esher ) .
during this period show that he entirely ~ The policy of aloofness from Continent-
discounted the likelihood of invasion in al struggles was regarded as a matter o
the face of superior sea power. Either, course and no Army existed for such event-
therefore, Grey and Haldane did not ask ,lities. In 1902, when the War Office
the department most concerned, thegqiconsidered the possibility of war with

Admiralty, for its expert opinion on - . "
invasion, or else they chose to ignore it Germany, ithad only envisaged the British

and to blunder forward in pursuit of their ArMy in action in conjunction with the
own amateur view" Ynconditional ~ Royal Navy in the seizing of the small
Hatred,pp12-4). number of German colonies abroad. The

) ) idea of Continental warfare did not enter
What Grenfell described was extraordinary jis head.

—how a cabal of Liberal Imperialists  Grenfell noted that on paper the 1904
managed to sideline the primary exponentgptante was an open agreement with

of British power in the world, the Royal rrance to merely provide diplomatic
Navy, intheir pursuitofa Continentalwar g,nnort in certain circumstances against

on Germany. Germany and as such did not bring about
The view that Captain Grenfell put the Catastrophe in 1914 initself. Butitled
forward in Unconditional Hatredwas to the secret military understandings
devek)ped in the pages of another bookinitiated inlessthan aweekduring January
which he wrote during the second War on 1906 between Grey, Haldane and Cambon
Germany, which was callegea Power (the French Ambassador in London*) that
Grenfell did not publish this book under changedthe course of British and European
his own name but under the pseudonym ofhistory. That led Sir Henry Wilson to get
'T124' (probab|y due to the sensitivity of on his bicyC|€‘ to review with his French
his position as Director of the Naval comrades the battlefields where the
College at Greenwich). Germans would be fought and plans and
Grenfell's belief was that thentente ~ arrangements made that were not so easy
England signed with France in 1904 hadto abandon when the hour came.
enormously important strategical con-  Grenfell thought the sheer rapidity of
sequencesfor Britain. He saw tEatente the secret transactions that led to the
as, itself, a consequence, of the Kaiser'gnomentous decision to join a European
reading of Mahanisfluence Of Sea Power War was odd, to say the least:
On History Mahan's book was the first "A noteworthy feature of these
real understanding of the true meaning of transactions is the speed, indeed the
sea power, its characteristics and possib- Precipitation, with which they were
ilities. The American had argued that the g?”gﬁCtierg' l—lhtzggglsi%gst rﬁz‘mﬁﬂ V‘i)eée
war W.h'Ch England waged against exaggerat%d. They brought about a
revolutionary France were fundaimentally revolution in Britain's method of waging
a contest between the predominant land war, leading, as they eventually did, to
power and the predominant sea power— the adoption of conscription and the
which left the sea power victorious and in

raising of national armies on a scale that
control of the world. And, according to had never before been dreamed of. Yet

those epoch-making decisions, that were
to have such a tremendous effect on
British national life, were hurried through
in six short days.

"That the Foreign Secretary was prim-
arily responsible for these momentous
decisions cannot be doubted. The
unhesitating readiness with which he
agreed to Cambon's suggestion for Staff
consultations invites the supposition that
Grey had previously discussed with his
Cabinet colleagues the possibility of some
such proposal being put forward by the
French and had obtained their concur-
rence to the reply which he purposed to
give. We know, however, that this had
notbeen done. The majority of the Cabinet
knew nothing of the Staff talks either
beforehand or for a long time afterwards.
Five years later, when the Agadir crisis
brought the subject out into the open,
most of them were still unaware that the
talks had been taking plac&da Power
pp30-1).

The secrecy adopted by those Liberals

Planning a war on Germany was not only
maintained against their own backbench-
ers but also, apparently, against the chief
instrument of British warfare up until then,
the Admiralty. Captain Grenfell describes
how the First Sea Lord was aghast when
he was let in on what was happening and
what was being planned by the Liberal
Imperialists and the War Office:

"When these suggestions were brought
to the notice of Sir John Fisher, the
powerful and volcanic First Sea Lord of
the Admiralty, he opposed them with
characteristic vehemence. Subordinate
participationin another nation's continent-
al campaigning did not appeal to him at
all. His idea for the proper utilization of
the British Army was that the Navy should
throw it ashore at some unexpected part
of the enemy'’s coast whence it could take
the enemy army in flank or rear. By this
means, the important element of surprise
to be conferred by the high mobility of
the fleet could be taken advantage of, and
the benefit of superior sea power utilized
to the full. Nor was Fisher by any means
alone in this conception of our proper
strategy. There existed a strong school of
thought favouring this 'Admiralty’ policy,
which included among others, Colonel
Sir George Clarke, the Secretary of the
Committee of Imperial Defence. The
conclusion, in fact, cannot be avoided
that when Grey gave his consent to the
commencement of the Stalff talks, he was
doing so nearly, if not entirely, on his
own responsibility.

"That he should have staked so much
on his own judgment must be regarded as
surprising. In Britain, governed as sheis,
certain questions cannot legitimately be
decided by individuals, however eminent.
One of these questions is the vitally
important problem of the general strategy
to be pursued in war. Such a problem
should unquestionably go before a Coun-



cil of State, not necessarily of the whole
Cabinet, but at the least consisting of a
suitable and properly constituted Cabinet
Committee, where the necessarily grave
issues involved could be examined and
weighed up in the light of the expert
views expressed by both (or now all
three) of the Service Departments.
"That this is the right and proper
procedure in such circumstances is
indisputable. It was the procedure
evidently followed by the responsible
authorities in 1888, even before the
introduction of special co-ordinating
machinery such as came into existence
later. By 1906, Grey had this machinery
at his disposal in the shape of the
Committee of Imperial Defence. He did
not, however, make any use of it. The
question did not go officially before that
Committee until another five years had
passed, by which time a number of
assurances had been given which itwould
have been difficult to withdraw and lines
of co-operation established with the
French which it would have been hard to
break. Meanwhile, Grey himself was the
principal deciding factor in these all-
important matters. Whether he decided
well or ill is for the moment beside the
point. The interesting thing is that, in
viewing these arbitrary personal decisions
on matters of supreme national con-
sequence, we are presumed to be examin-
ing the workings of the Cabinet system
under a representative democratic
Government" $ea Powerpp33-4).

Having outlined how close Grey kept

his cards to his chest, Grenfell then des-
cribes how it was the appearance of Sir

Henry Wilson on the scene, working on
the minute details of the military plans in

France that made the Continental war a

fait accomplifor the Admiralty (and
everyone else):

"With intense energy, Wilson set to
work to ensure that all should be in
readiness to send the British Army where
he intended it should go. Examining the
situation as he found it, he discovered
that the transport and other Staff arrange
ments for moving a force quickly to the
Continent were in a rudimentary state.
This probably was explicable by the fact
that there was still official uncertainty in
Britain as to what it was proposed to do.
Although the military conversations had

been in progress, off and on, for several
years, the British Government had always

And even that was not wholly certain.
There still remained in the background,
hostile and unsubdued, the Admiralty

proceeded to plan and organize on thegverthe previous few years and the detailed
assumption that his own views would be plans he had put in place with them for a

putinto practice. He made frequent visits
to France, during which he strengthened
and enlarged his contacts with the French

Continental war on Germany, waged by
the British Expeditionary Force on the

military authorities, and discussed with left-flank of the French Army.

them the burning question of the participa-
tion of the British Army in continental

In the afternoon of the meeting the

Admiralty gave its view and proposed the

warfare inalignmentwith the French. On traditional maritime strategy, with the
one such visit, as Wilson records in his Army used for coastal raids and flank

diary, Foch impressed upon him the
necessity of an intimate Anglo-French
understanding and that 'all our plans must

attacks. Grenfell noted the reaction of
those who had planned for a Continental

be worked out in the minutest detail so War on Germany in conjunction with the
that we may be quite clear of the action French:

and the line to take'.

"This was what Wilson had already set
himself to do. To further his endeavours,
he could count on certainly two members
of the Cabinet: Haldane, his own chief,
and Grey...

"The Wilson-Haldane-Grey combinatio
was soon to show its strength. In March
1911, the French were informed that, in
case of British intervention in a war
against Germany, all six divisions of the
Expeditionary Force would be sentto the
Continent at once. A month later, Foch,
possibly at Wilson's suggestion, had a
conversation with the British military
attaché in Paris, in which he urged the
necessity for a definite agreement bet-
ween the French and British Governments
for as large a British force as possible to
be sent immediately on the outbreak of
war to fight alongside the French Army.
The report of this proposal for a clear-cut
military alliance seems to have been
received at the British Foreign Office
with favourable comment; but in view of
the immense importance of the issue
raised itwas recommended that the matter
should go before the Committee of
Imperial Defence. This was unguestion-
ably the correct course to have taken. The
proposition was one which must obvious-
ly have the most profound bearing on
Britain's basic war policy, and was
therefore an entirely proper subject to go
before the Committee, where the views
of both the Service Departments could be
expressed upon it. Grey, however,
intervened; with the result that the only
Ministers who received knowledge of
the French proposals were the Prime
Minister, the Lord President of the
Council (Mr. Morley), Mr. Haldane, and
Grey himself. The First Lord of the
Admiralty, it will be observed, was not
informed" Sea Powerpp39-40).

"It is not surprising that the naval
proposals were violently assailed by the
opposing party. For five years, Haldane
had been labouring to reorganize the
Army with a view to its going to the
Continent, and Henry Wilson had been
working and manoeuvring for as long a
period to the same end. The naval con-
ception of strategy threatened to destroy
all their work. Besides, they knew, as the
sailors did not, to what extent they were
already committed to go to the aid of the
French. Had notan agreementbeen signed
only a month before? They fell upon the
naval proposals with vigour... Mr. Hal-
dane seized the occasion to carry the war
into the enemy's camp. Declaring that the
outrageous views uttered by the First Sea
Lord were indicative of the urgent need
for the establishment of a naval staff at
the Admiralty on something
approximating to Army lines, he announc-
ed to the Prime Minister that he would no
longer be responsible for the War Office
unless this was done.

"These tactics were completely succ-
essful. The Governmentaccepted the War
Office standpoint, and Mr. Churchill was
sent to the Admiralty charged with the
twofold task of introducing a naval staff
system and of exorcizing from the minds
of the naval Lords their heretical views
on military operations and thus ensuring
that no further opposition would be raised
by the Navy to the Army's continental
aspirations.

"Henry Wilson had won a great victory,
and the way now seemed clear for the
realization of his design to get the
Expeditionary Force across at the earliest
possible moment into alignment with the
French Army" Gea Powerpp43-4).

Apparently, at the last minute senior

military commanders who were nati

Something of a showdown occurred at fait with the French arrangements chal-
been careful to insist on their non- afullmeeting ofthe Committee of Imperial lenged the suitability of the plans from
committal nature. Moreover, it was still Defence held in August 1911 at the time their incomplete understandings of the
by no means decided whether the ofthe Agadir Incident (when Britainfeared situation. In relation to these challenges
Expeditionary Force should go to France the Germans might acquire a refuelling Grenfell makes a very interesting point in
or to Belgium, if indeed itwent to either.  giation in North Africa and thought about relation to the view that England went to

with its conceptions of '‘amphibious @s everyone in the Cabinet had to then

warfare'.

know what was to be done if the 'worse

"Wilson did not waste time attacking came tothe worse'. Henry Wilson revealed
strongholds of doctrinal principle. He how he had been working with the French

this as an excuse to start a European war.yvar on behalf of Belgium:
With this the cat had to be let out of the bag

"Even after the British ultimatum had
been presented and expired... Sir John
French, the Commander-in-Chief desig-
nate, brought up again his project of
going to Antwerp. There was a good deal
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to be said for Sir John's pointofview. The  certain as anything could be that the planin secret through a cabal of powerful
British casus bellhad been the violation would be adopted; and so it was. The jndividuals within the British State.

of Belgian neutrality. And if it was the British Expeditionary Force went across Pat Walsh
threat to Belgium that was bringing as Wilson had previously arranged. He .

Britain into the war, itcould notbe unreas-  had achieved the aim for which he had ~ T0 be continued

onable to suggest that Belgium was the worked so hard"Sea Powerpp46-7). * Note

place to which the British Expeditionary There is nothing to suggest that John Paul Cambon (1843-1924) served as France's

Force should go. So also, thought Lord o
oo ) . ; mbassador to Britain between 1898-1920.
Roberts, who had been invited to give his Redmond asked any awkward questions® Cambon, whowas born on 20 January 1843

opinion. But Wilsonwas notinterestedin about whether the War he recruited for in, payis- graduated with a degree in law in
Belgium. He had spent four hectic years Ireland was really about saving 'little Cath- 1870. After a series of minor government
working out in the minutest detail the olic Belgium'. However, what Grenfell posts he was appointed French Ambassador to
arrangements for the British Expedition- revealed was that the Great War on Ger-SPain in 1891, so beginning a long and

ary Force to leave the country as quickly distinguished diplomatic career.
as possible after the outbreak of war andMa"Y came about, not as a result of @ “rojiowing a brief stint as Ambassador to

fall into line with the French Army; and desire to save Belgium, but rather in the Turkey—where he tried and failed to persuade

itmaddened him to think that these careful form of a made-to-measure pre-existing the British to leave Egypt—he was appointed

; -~ Ambassador to Great Britain in August 1898
plans might be upset at the last moment...secret plan to make war on Germany iN: > the midst of the Fashoda Crisis.

"But Wilson need not have agitated conjunction with French allies, when a * cambon devoted much of his 22 year tenure

himself. The numerous threads of moral syjtable opportunity arose. as Ambassador in London to the improvement
obligation that he and Grey had stretched of Anglo-French relations, determined to draw
between the British Army and the left of French and British diplomatic interests closer

the French line were stronger.... And _ The important thing about Captain together. The pinnacle of his achievement
they were reinforced by the fact that the Grenfell's accountis that it provides a newwas the successful conclusion of the Entente
Wilson plan to bring the Expeditionary angle on how determined and concreteCordiale agreed between France and Britain in
Force into immediate alignment with the was the British intention and predisposition APfil 1904 and the forerunner of the alliance

system comprised of Britain, France and Russia
French was there, complete, worked outyy make war on Germany. It was so s)e/:t against Phe Central Powers (Germany and

ll'_qoggi‘/tgﬁza'Ilggtae%yiiogt'Tﬁ;al';t;xrﬁg‘;:g:f determined and concrete that it overrodeAustria-Hungary). It was these two alliance
besides or?ening the way to French the traditional British method of warfare Syslﬁ]enggaégn‘iggﬁsW;r in August 1914.

. plomacy during the
accusations of perfidy, was to throw the of centuries and overwhelmed the expon- o occan Crisis were of great assistance in
whole General Staff arrangements backents of this extravagantly successful modefurthering France's diplomatic position with
into the melting-pot. It was as nearly of war with afait accompliaccomplished respect to Germany.

Fintan's Lament peoples of Europe were all affected by The basic reason for the hatred and
famine, Ulster Protestants went to British contempt was religion. It's difficult for
North America. They hunted beaver, 'modern’ Irish persons like O'Toole and
bears, and 'Red Indians'—and became thd éibin to get their heads around this. But
guerrillas who won the US War of Inde- religion is the reason why the Irish stood
pendence.) out in the 'Anglosphere’. The cohort that
Mass migration to America had to do wentto Argentina, like the Italians, simply
avith "the dark heart of Irish history'but  dissolved into the society.
350-0odd people attended an O.Tooleapp_aren_tly not (this bein_g the BBC?), of There was no examination of the_ fgct
family wedding, more than half of them British history—the Famine. Apartfrom that the Irish, in so far as they are distin-
were born outside of Ireland and a third being a misnomer (the island was groaningguishable from the rest of pinko-gray
were"people of colour” He mused on the u_nder th_e weight qf foqd o_f every descrip- Americe_l, are now inthe upper echelons of
factthatbeing Irish is a very complicated” tion), this usage implies it was thg only US_so_mety. De Valera claimed, on US
matter. A recording of Terence O'Neill one. Famine was an annual eventin mostadio in the 1930s, that Ireland was a
(liberal’ Unionist Premier of Northern of Ireland between the Cromwellian "European motherlandfor many Amer-
Ireland 1963-'69) backed up this assertion_Settlement of the 16505_and its undoingicans. That Dev said it seemed_ to be
This might have been an implicit vilifi- by 1910. (O'Toole admittedly used the enough to make the matter ambiguous.
cation of 'Northern Nationalists" refusal phrase 'the Great Famine”, as in 'big'.) His ambition for a contented, frugal Ireland
to do—something. We became happyThe metaphor 'coffin ships' was noted. was described as a fantasy. Surely this
wee Welfare State Brits. The Unionists The designation wasn't metaphorical. programme can't have been made prior to
responded with a pogrom. British sh?p owners had no compunction the_ Celtic Tiger‘g severe mange’:?_ Fianna
A jog through the history of mass- about tal_<|ng money off desperate peopleFail (FF)_ came in fo_r a lot of_cr|t|C|sm,
migration from Ireland, meaning the 26 and putting them on unseaworthy boats,some of it quite puzzling. Leaving the UK
crew-safety didn't concern them. meant that Ireland was no longer a region
ofthat State. (Partition was not mentioned,
but is, surely, relevant if one is making an
essentially economic case? The Northwas
hugely wealthy in the 1910s.)

The Parting GlassThe Story of Irish
Migration (Archive Radio 4 UK, Sat.,
08.08.11), dealt withireland's long and
tragic history of emigration..." The
"acclaimed Dublin journalist"Fintan
O'Toole oversaw the proceedings. He
began with an anecdote: some years ag

Counties, followed. Mass migration from
Ulster over the centuries wasn't really  Therewasadiversioninto (US) 'nativist
touched upon. The thesis that it washatred of the Irish. Itwasn't putin context.
somehow a (genetic?) fault might have Colm Téibin remarked that the Scots did
been compromised. There was allegedlynot get a similar reception wherever they
an Ulster mass migratiofin the early  fetched-up. The actual‘famineIrish'would  The Northern Ireland authorities got
19th century".The first mass-migration have been carrying the diseases of sociatid of Southern'Eireann'as they put it)

was in the 1730s. (The grain-eating breakdown like cholera. workers who migrated North during WW2



very quickly), was dmarket"for Ireland
and a"help" (unspecified)). Dairmaid
Ferriter claimed that, by the late 19405
the protectionist polices followed (largel)
by Fianna Fail, though an Inter-Part
Government was in power 1948-51, then

1954-'57), had not worked. The economy Intimidation?

was in good shape and improving duri )
Recently, (Sunday Independent, 6-10-11) your columnist John-Paul McCarthy

the 1930s. It had a boost during WW2, o ) ) . o
selling huge amounts of food to GB. Thefe of an incident which took place near Kilkenny in 1920 when, as he puts it "two y

were remits home from the large number
of people who got jobs in the wartimg
economy (and those who enlisted to fight
Fascism).

This wartime migration was held
against FF. O'Toole clearly feels FF gpt
into power illegitimately and was not really
democratic. Itwas. There was no wa

democratic Government in Dublin could havi ° heir familial hy tri he |
stop citizens moving anywhere. (If F aving witnesses to their familial argument. Mr. McCarthy tries to present the inc

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

The following letter of 8th November
failed to find publication in the = Sunday Independent

added "Butler's mother was equal to them" and wondered briefly if he was goi

of her own caste superiority in her acrid remark addressing the young IRA men "
take that cigarette out of your mouth when you are talking to me". Even at that, h
only half the story for there were three republicans, and not two, on the doorstep th
The third was of course her own son, Hubert, who remonstrated with her on the sp

vrote
bung

IRA thugs came to the Butler house on a fundraising mission". | was surprised when he

ng to

suggest she was a thug, too! Instead, he simply highlighted the Butler mother's notion:

..and
b tells
at day
pot. Fa

a from 'legging it' as John-Paul McCarthy would have it, the two IRA volunteers probably
simply walked away to continue their rounds and spare the family the embarrassment o

dent

had tried to stop citizens travelling we'd
have heard all about it.) Many of these
migrants stayed put. There was as much
money to be made after the War as during

it. And on visits home the edge could be a major investigation of migration into Filipino people (trained at and their own
taken off the privations of post-War Yorkshire.) This aspect of migration (com- and their various nations' expense).
‘austerity’. mon in all migrations—Ireland is not Entry into the "European Union" was
The collapse of the Irish economy was ynique in this matter) was not examined: fudged. Ireland entered the EEC (Euro-
treated as an Actof God. Was it?Iish  the family, friend, and regional connect- pean Economic Community) on GB's coat
Political Review January 2008, Manus jons. (Allthe pre-partition Italian families tails. Inso far as Ireland wanted to join the
O'Riordanadverts, Bohn Dulanty—High  in |reland are from two towns in the 'heel' group (it had been trying since 1961) it
Commissioner For Whom® Dulanty  of Italy. Marilyn Cohen's "AGirdle ~ was to get out from under England and
(the Manchester-born Irish representativearound the Globe" ifReclaiming Gender  join a growing Christian Democrat altern-
in London). Dulanty tried to get the UK (JISBN 0 312 21337 9) notes a connectionative to Communism and Anglo-Saxon
authorities, specifically J.H. Thomas, petween Gilford, Co. Down and Green- capitalism. Ireland played a partin making
Secretary of State for Colonies (Labour— wich, washington Co. (NY State).) Ano- the EEC/EU something substantial in the
inthe National Government of the 1930s), ther essay, in the same book, claims thaworld. Garret FitzGerald seemed to have
to publicly indicate thatconsequences” the Irish migration to GB in this period a notion of what 'Europe’ was about but
would flow from a declaration of aRepub- \as largely female—and educated. Howwas too interested in nationalistmanoeuv-
lic in Ireland. many, of this cohort, were illiterate or ring in 'the North' to put his mind to the
The first Inter-Party Government de- incapable of working? (The British 'popu- matter. Conor Cruise O'Brien gave up on
clared a Republic in 1948. The Labour |ar' press claimed that these migrants werghought about the time of entry into the
Party ingovernmentin London responded a drain on the economy. The more thingsEEC.
by passing a Government of Ireland Act, change...) Ireland got rich in the 1990s (for the
guaranteeing the position of Northern first time, apparently). Lemass, in an
Ireland in the UK State. That Government  Ferriter said itwas "lucky" forthe Estab- interview in 1966 irfThe Wordnagazine,
(despite its consolidating socialist welfare lishment that so many people could be produced by an RC Order of missionaries
and health policies at home) acted, in theabsorbed by England. He gave no indica-said that £600,000,000 was invested by
wider world, in an Imperialist fashion. tion of what he thought would happen in cjtizens of the State outside of the State.
The Indian Empire had to be let go. But Iréland, if migration had been problem- (4 getthe Euro equivalent add an absolute
independence was made problematical byatical. FF (Sean Lemass, in particular) minimm of three zeros to that figure).

partition. Conceivably the collapse of the Was deemed to have been complacent, , .
Irish economy was a ‘consequence’ ofeventhoughthe party was notin power for  Anyway, we've screwed up again. The

emulating India a good chunk of this period. The other ‘crisis' originated elsewhere and has en-
' parties, including Labour, were clearly gylfed the whole 'North Atlantic’. That
The female migration was touched on toofeeble to matter. If'ghe numbers claimed, 55 ignored by the programme. As was
partly by way of a delightful person called here were bottled up in Ireland FF would 4, ideathat, if Ireland hadn't been so keen
) probably have done something about it. It . . .
Queenie Mulvey from Mayo. She . . -, on the 'Anglo-Saxon' model of economic
. . had, after all, supplied those leaving with devel t it miaht h ided th
_recountec_;l heradventuresin going toworkgyiis. Lemass never pointed out (and d€Velopment, it might have avoided the
in Leeds in 194_9. She travelled by cattle certainly O'Toole doesn't) that Great Bri- worst of it. Dgspne the_ raging aF FF_, its
boat, after having borrowed part of the tain owed the Irish Republic a huge debt./ong-term policies of industrialisation
fare from a grumpy uncle. Dressed in altis mentioned in passing that many mig- building on the agricultural base, is prob-
big white ribbon, and specially whitened rants went to work in thtnew National ~ ably the main reason why Ireland has not
pumps, she went straight to a job in LeedsH_eaIth Service" The I_\IHS depended on gone the way of Greece.
University. (The University recently did Irish, then Afro-Caribbean, and now Sean McGouran
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Methinks 'the lady doth protest too much'.
Nick Folley

as an example of the supposed intimidation suffered by Protestants during the period



ITEMS FROM THE IRISH BULLETIN - 5

The Irish Bulletin (7th July 1919 — 11th Dec.1921) was the official organ of Ddil Eireann during the 1919 — 1921
period. Lawrence Ginnell, then Director of Publicity for the Ddil, first started it in mid 1919 as a “summary of acts of
aggression” committed by the forces of the Crown. This newssheet came out fortnightly, later, weekly. We reprint below
the summaries published for November 1919.

Date:-

November. 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th &th Total.
Raids:- 1004 102 - 2 8 2 1118.
Arrests:- 12 1 1 1 27.
Sentences:- - 22 5 3 1 1 32.
Proclamations

& Suppressions :- 5 - 1 - 1 1 8.
Courtmartials:- - - - - 1 - 1.
Armed Assaults:- - - 1 - 1 4 6
Daily Totals:- 1021 125 9 6 21 11 1192,
Date:-

November. 17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd Total.
Raids:- 1 82 13 33 28 3 160.
Arrests:- 4 7 2 1 9 10 33.
Sentences:- 12 - - - 3 3 18.
Proclamations

& Suppressions :- 3 - - - - - 3.
Courtmartials:- - - - 2 - - 2.
Armed Assaults:- 2 1 1 - - - 4.
Daily Totals:- 22 90 16 36 40 16 220.
November. 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th Total.
Raids:- 2 251 1 2 20 219 495.
Arrests:- 1 5 - - - 5 11.
Sentences:- - - 4 - 6 - 10.
Proclamations

& Suppressions :- 3 4 2 2 - 1 12.
Armed Assaults:- 4 4 1 - - - )
Courtmartials:- - - - 1 - - 1.
Daily Totals:- 10 264 8 5 26 225 538.




later another announcement is made that The State introduced anti-money laun-
the jobs"won't go before Christmas" dering laws which are perhaps preventive

Does Reliefl Do we really believe that the butmostly useless because mostpeoplein

It Aviva management are behaving like the Black Economy do not launder the
Stack headless chickens? That they don't knowmoney at all—they spend it or use it to

Up 5 what their plans are from week to week? trade. The banks, as we all know to our

Aviva is in the insurance business which great cost, have their own methods of
is supposedly heavily regulated. Does thepassing money around. The transactions
BaRNARDOS State allow a regulated business to behavef banks, insurance companies, big traders
When a child is brought before a Court like this to its employees and customers?and dealers are electronic and are so large
for. alny reason af‘d one or both of the But of course the State is at this sort ofand so frequent that illegal transfers are
.Ch.'ld sparepts are incapable or notpr.esentpsychological manipulation also. Kite- easily passed off and concealed and the
Itis a functlo‘r'1 of th? Cou_rt to appoint a flying, the IrishTimesartoonist portrayed Revenue Commissioners are not appar-
person as a Guardiad L|t_en’f .for the itas. The people are mentally assaulted byently equipped to police them.
child. This has become a nice “tﬂe.eamerchanging almost daily announcements of The Revenue Commissioners have,
for Barnard_os when they get their own cuts here, cuts there, taxes to rise, jobs t@ver the years, become obsessed by one
people nominated by _the Court. The feesgo, as if the several Ministers do not know statistic and that is the cost of collection as
for GALS (as they are irreverently Ca"?d) what they are doing even though betweena percentage of taxes collected. They boast
are set by the HSE @100 per hour paid o they have hundreds of supposedlyinternationally at how low the percentage
to B_arnardos and Barnardos pay the'rexpert staff. is. When you travel by truck or car on the
nominee€60 per hour. Some GALS are  None ofthem seem to have studié  cross-channel ferries you will see four or
reported to be getting up &50,000 @ ) 5 And The Profitby C. Northcote five Customs officers at Holyhead or
year from multiple appomtm(_ants. What Parkinson (he of the Parkinson's Law) in Fishguard, and perhaps six or eight officers
do Barnardos actually dor children? which it is shown that where taxes are plusdogs and guns at Cherbourg or Roscoff
perceived by the public to go beyond a or Calais. But travelling into Ireland there
reasonable level (about 20%) there will be might be one or two officers—occasionally
tax avoidance and the tax avoidance will there are none there at all. The cost is low
be greater, the more the taxes go beyond and evasion is probably widespread.
Peasonable level. This is commonsenselikely—very very widespread. It may be
and understandable to all, except thethat covering things up is more
Bovernment apparently. Is it not obvious remunerative than exposing things. One
thatthe Governmentis not seriously trying result is that truckloads of stuff are rolling
to protect and increase jobs when itinto Ireland unrecorded. Another resultis
proposes to increase taxes on tools angbeople trafficking and illegal migration.
equipment? The result of an increase inA report on undocumented migrants was
taxes will inevitably lead to a growth in recently issued by the Migrant Rights
the black economy and a drop in revenueCentre of Ireland which indicated that 85
forthe Government. It does not stack up to% of migrants are in employment in Ire-
increase VAT! land. Restaurants and the catering sector
was found to be employing 34%, domestic
sector 15%, construction 6.4% etc etc.
Fortunately for them—they are enabled to
work by the existence of a substantial
Black Economy, as is a large number of
other workers.

DeaTHs oF A THousAND CuTs

The standards of public and private
morality have been dropping and dropping.
Orsoitseemsto usoneach occasionwhe
we hear of some depravity which is newto
us. But maybe standards have always bee
low. For example, in November 1580
Walter Raleigh and his fellow Captains
were present when Lord Grey negotiated
a truce with the five or six hundred
occupants of Dan an Oir near Smerwick
Harbour, Co Kerry. They were told to
come out and lay down their arms on the
grass in front of the Fort. They did this.
Then they were told to go back into the
Fort and wait. Then Lord Grey instructed THE BLack Economy
Walter Raleigh, his captains and men to The Black Economy is a real part of
go into the Fort and butcher them all with every national economy. It varies in its
their swords. This butchery was done andproportion of the national economy from
Lord Grey's Secretary, Spenseripentle,  State to State—in Italy it is thought to be
murderous poetis Séan Moylanfamously up to 60% and much lower in France and
called him, wrote a report of the treachery low in Germany. In Ireland it may be 40% THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONSTITUTION
to Queen Elizabeth 1 of England and wasto 50% of the national economy. Itcannot  Tpere is little comment in the media on
much praised by her and her courtfor theirbe measured because it is undocumentedy, o “Thirty First Amendment of the
actions. So lying, cheating and murdering Or not publicly documented. Nearly all o <titution (The President) Bill 2011
seemto have been acceptable fourhundregtades and businesses are involved in the,ich issued on the 16th November 2011
years ago and even was rewarded. Black Economy. The Revenue Commis- 1hg gphiective is to amend Article 12 to the

So what has changed? The murderingsioners are catching some of them butaftect that'and on the system of Propor-
goes on in Libya, Iraq etc. and the lying most of those who are caught have learnegj 4 Representationts to be deleted
and cheating is widespread not only herean expensive lesson and so they won't bendive" (years) is substituted ftseven"
in this country but throughout the 'free caughtagain butthey will not stop trading. o age of eighteen yearss to be
West'. The latest trend is sort of psycho- A pub does it by buying stock for cash in substituted for'his thirty-fifth year of
logical conditioning, as forexample, when a supermarket and concealing the SUb'age"and'ten"is proposed to be substituted
"Aviva" is laying off staff. First Aviva  sequent sales. The supermarket does it by, “twenty" and certain other proposed
announces a bombshell that severalconcealing the cash takings on one of itSepanges—the final one of which'isom
hundred jobs are to go. When that badtills. The bank does it through its massive ,pich the President may omit the religious
news is absorbed, there comes anothebffshore accounts. Money-lenders operate,oferences”
announcementthat 1,200 jobs are to go. Ahugely below the radar in poor housing
week or so later, all Aviva's offices in estates. All in cash. Cash is king in the Why the media silence?
Ireland are to close we are told. And thenBlack Economy. Michael Stack ©
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MONDRAGON continued

ventures or non-cooperative corpor
subsidiaries. The policy at this st
appears to be to move gradually to wo

ownership, either wholly or in part, gs

economic circumstances are see
permit.
Subsidiaries in Spain have in so

instances had the opportunity to vote|on

whether or not to become co-operati
and opted for the transition. Whether a

if so, when the remaining non-co-operatjve

businesses and future acquisition
particularly those overseas—become
operatives, and theventuals becomq

members, are litmus tests for the MCC

whose outcomes have yetto be determi

What is beyond doubt is the succes$

Mondragon in economic terms. Anny

sales by the MCC are now approachjn

$US6 billion. The MCC Annual Repo
for 1995 shows that sales were upon 1
by 12.5%, assets by 13.5%, profits
19.2% and exports of manufactured go
by 34%. A total of 39% of all good

manufactured by the MCC were sqld
overseas. The MCC now includes Spajn's
largest exporter of machine tools and

largest manufacturer of white goods st
as stoves, refrigerators, washin
machines.

Italsoincludes Spain's third largest

n
fastest growing retail chain—Eroskj—
with currently 37 Eroski and Mayi

hypermarkets, 211 Consum supermark
419 selfservice and franchise stores

33 travel agency branches. The Mgn

dragon credit union—Caja Laboral—
effectively Spain's tenth largest bank.

The MCC isthe third largest supplier
automotive components in Europe.
1992, General Motors designatedthe M
asits "European Corporation of the Yeg
The Europe Union has involved the M(

in cutting-edge collaborative ventures s

as the Deklare project on rationalisi

L tedesign processes; the Demac project
ge advanced technological applications
rsensor and integrated electronics; and
Espirit and Eureka scientific and techn
toogical development programs. Wh
began in 1956 as a handful of workg
e Using hand tools and sheet metal to m
oil heaters and cookers has now taker

os Place among Europe’s most impress
d’corporate heavyweights.

L What conclusions can now be draw
CO_What then can be said of the claim

Javier Mongelos thatOur form of
L~ socialism works? As to whether
Mondragon works, the least that can
said is that it provides an impressi
L odemonstration of the capacity of commu

hed

al itiesandregions to liftthemselves by th

ch Mondragon has provided a model
g sharing. Irrespective of what criticism
orthe model may be voiced—of the g4
of and flaws which may mar the fulfilme
theof its participatory and egalitarian promg
0- —the co-operatives have given mg
at thousands of workers an exposureto p
rscipation in democratic governance g
hkehe value created by their labour whic
itavithout equal anywhere else in the wo
veNor can it any longer be maintained t
Mondragon is a uniquely Basque phe
menon, stemming from peculiarly Basg
N? characteristics and circumstances.
by emergence of a nascent second Mondr3
in the Valenciaregion of Spain shows t
Mondragonisreplicable, given the willin
beness to learn from, and put to work, w
e it has to teach.
n_
r Asto whether Mondragon is sociali

i

bootstraps, through the use of credit uni
it to mobilise local capital for region
hg£conomic development and job creati
by and of co-operative principles and stru
jeures to reinforce stake-holder identity

so enhance productivity and morale.
Mondragon were to abandon co-operat
«and revert to a conventional corpor
structure tomorrow, jobs would have be|
chcreated for many thousands of work
9- who otherwise would have been une
ployed, and prosperity in the region woy
have been maintained at significan
higher levels than would otherwise ha|
been the case.

bts If there was no more than this to t

AN
_reasonably be asked why it is that m

notice has not been taken of Mondrag
particularly in the English-speaking worl
i Mondragonin a sense is amodel of hoy
i build from below what can no longer |
~choped for from above. Over and above

is

J\/Iondragon experience, the question mi$

nswhat remains uncertain at this stagg
| whether the indisputably socialist val
n,reflected in the governance structures
t- the cooperatives and so highly valued
dtheir members will now be made cent
If in the sphere of shopfloor practice, 4
onprogressively extended to those to wh
tetheir benefits are otherwise curren
ndenied. When and only when these isq
rsare resolved will it be possible to determ
M-whether Mongelos was wholly or o
Id half right.
ly  Meanwhile, itistimelyto ask ourselv
ve what relevance the Mondragon idea:
thinking of Arizmendiarrieta—might havie
he for the world's largely rudderless socia
htand social-democratic parties. To w
reextent might Mondragon or some variat
bn,on it—some rekindling of the dream
1. only of Robert Owen and William Morr§
to—now fill the aching void at the core
e the Leftidentity which the discrediting
hesocialism, in the form and senses
I which we were once familiar, has now gft

p significance of the MCC for regionz
c economic development and job creati

STREET-WISE [UK]

It is war with breakfast lunch and dinner

the poppy on TV its staff infests
relentlessly they pin it on the guests
for those killed while killingsinners
they kill moralising about killing

seems to drive the mass into hypnosis
only the street defy their mimicry.

SPOKEN FOR WRITTEN FOR

Patriotism today in the UK

the more the nation sinks the more thoseis like being married to a violent drunk

wars

creates an insatiable carnivore

the population left with the billing
and infected with a war-neurosis
government and opposition agree
to join in a murderous symbioses
bluster and arrogance and pedigree

who with reckless disregard smash
homes to junk

while on a binge two thousand miles away

and to avoid a hangover tops up

and casts a bloodshot eye to a drone-

infested sky

10th November, 2011

N, behind?

(To be continued next isgue

then back to his murderous pals who in
their cups

wonder how the great dragon can be
brought to heel

or the Eastern bear be poisoned in her den

whilst shouting loudly of human rights
with zeal.

Yet Ms Fal wants to be his bride again

despite the black-eye the torn dress the
weals

the Oxbridge violation via the pen.

1st November, 2011
Wilson John Haire

es

and shouts kill them until there's no reply Note: Falis the legendary name for Ireland



seen to have gone astray was when theyn democratising the shop-floor level pf
turned their backs on worker co-operatipn its activities than its overall governang
) and wrote off its problems as intrinsic and What was shaping in the nineteen-six
particularly on insoluble. It was left for the Basque and early nineteen-seventies as a m
Distributism. Catholic priest Jose Maria Arizmendiaf- drive to implement work groups and
Maisie Ward (1889-1975), a daughter ieta and his followers in Mondragon fifty development of participative shopflo
of one of Britain's distinguished Catholic years |ater to finally free the co-operatiye practices has been interrupted in par
families, was a writer, publisher, and y6yementfrom the blind alley into which the perceived need for a bottom line fo
Catholic activist. She was the wife bf 5 narrowly-conceived Rochdale cg- in order to meet the challenges of ha
Catholic publisher Frank Sheed. | gperativism had manoeuvred it by t;te economic times and heightened compg
Gilbert Keith Chesterton and Hilaine rn of the century, and enable progress taion arising from Spain's entry into t
Belloc were leading advocates pf pe resumed. European Union. The cost in terms
Distributism. member morale was exposed dramati]
What cannot be denied about Mop- in the course of participative actig
dragon is that it achieves the fundamerjtalresearch conducted within the Fagor
socialist purpose of empowering ordinayy operative group—the original and larg
people to assume control over their livesMondragon co-operative—in the la
and the economic well-being of thejr nineteen-eighties under the leadershig
communities through collaborative actign Cornell university anthropologist Davy(
based on aform of social ownership which Greenwood and Jose Luis Gonza
also accommodates individual propefty Santos.
rights. The cooperatives are wholly owngd "For those who operate on the wolk-
€ by theirworkers, who share the governarjce  floor", the report reads "the sense of
IN function, inthe case of the Eroskiconsunjer ~ participating in key technical arj

MONDRAGON continued

the principle of

"Our Form of
Socialism Works":
Mondragon Re-evaluated
by Race Mathews

"Our form of socialism worksSaid the
now recently-retired Chairman of th
Mondragon Co-operative Corporation

Spain, Javier Mongelos, in an interviqg
with the European newspaper in 1994.
large a claim, advanced at a time when
familiar statutory corporation and con
mand economy models of socialism are
disrepute, requires socialists everywh
to pay attention.

What grounds co-operation in th
Mondragon mould has for acceptance
theoretical terms as a form of socialism
what extent the practice of the c

W' co-operatives with their customers, and|of
SOthe support co-operatives such as the Jaja
th8_aboral credit union with the primary cq-
- operatives which are affiliated with ther.
INEach co-operative has a General Assenoly
F'€to set broad policy directions and a Bogrd
of Directors elected by and from the
€ members. Voting is on a one member/dne
INyote basis. There are no external directqrs.
0 The Board hires a manager, to whom the

D~ day-to-day running of the business [is

production decisions, the feeling of bei
subject to technical and manage
whims, and the consequent belief t
they are not being taken into accoun
equal members is pervasive. The (
sonance between the experience of b@i
a member with equal rights and bein
worker, technician, or manager operat
in a hierarchical system with importg
power differentials is experienced

inconsistency".

It has yet to be seen if the co-operati

operatives maiches their precepts andl ilyejegated, and approves the managr'sill succeed in eradicating an adversal
what sense the co-operatives work arg allpoices for other management positio s.perception of issues of organisatio

guestions which legitimately arise.

What is immediately apparent abgut industrial issues such as occupatiofalpart of many workers and managers

the Mondragon co-operatives is that heajth and safety, the setting of salarie§—as yet does not differ radically from that
nothing about them would have surprised

early socialists such as Owen or Fourier.

There is also a Social Council to deal w

otherwise known aanticiposor anticip-
ations of the co-operative's earnings

Mondragon In a sense represents a re €rand the resolution of grievances.

sion to socialism as it was originally

conceived, before socialists allowed cannot be more than six times greater t arstrategy is to build market share in K
themselves to be seduced by the fallacyine |owest, and the differences are in prgct-areas through strategic alliances
that there was a short cut to SOCIaIImice usually smaller. Members also shareconventional corporations and the acq

The highest salary the co-operative p

through structures imposed from abgve i, the profits or losses of their co-operati

by the state.
It is too often forgotten that what
socialism meant to socialists in the

in proportion to their salary classification
through a system of capital accounts wh
are held in trust until they retire.

eighteen-eighties and eighteen-ninejes Tnhese mechanisms constantly
had much less to do with statutory corppr-inforce the sense the members hav

ations than with various forms of c¢-
operation including the municipalit)
conceived of as a multi-service cp-

themselves as being the owners of t
jobs and workplaces. Surveys show t
what the members value most about th

operative society. The notion of the wider co-operatives is the opportunity to partig
state as a proxy for the community—and pate fully in their affairs, job security, fre

the problems of bureaucracy which |ts
advocates so largely ignored—were sfill
in the future.

With the benefit of hindsight, where
socialists—the Webbs to their eterrjal

expression of opinions and being able
rise through the system on the basis
merit.

What likewise cannot be denied is th

h hierarchy and the division of labour on {

the outside world.

The rapid growth of the MCC has al
ysbrought other headaches. The curig

Stion of private companies which have
, in all cases become co-operatives. M
hsubsidiaries which are not co-operati
have been established in develophhg
- countries such as Egypt, Morocco, Mexifo,
ofargentina, China and Thailand. Seasdpal
iffluctuations in demand in some dp-
atoperatives are being catered for by
eiremployment of significant numbers [pf
i- temporary employees—the so-callgd
E eventuales-who have not so far bed
toadmitted to membership.

of While overall employmentin the MC
increased in 1995 by 1,960—from 25,90
to 27,950—it currently includes 4,145
Al eventualesand 4,671 employees in joifjt

discredit foremost among them—can pe Mondragon has to date been less succeg

sful continued on page 30
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etc.). The early founders believed that co-operatives would everisighiglant capitalism™an illusion that still persists among so

workers.

Glossary L. Harry Gould, Sydney, 1947).

In the 1967 Fourth edition, the following was add@tbte: Co-operatives in capitalism must be contrasted to those, and
changed and vital role, in SocialismThis was a Communist Party of Australia publication.

Mondragon Co-Operatives

Labour Commenpublishes below an
article by the Australian politician, Rac
Mathews, on the challenges facing the
Mondragon Co-Operatives. Though alitt
outdated (2000), the article outlines so
of the serious challenges facing Mon-
dragon and, whatever about Mathews'
reformist credentials, his Distributis
beliefs are total utopian : he at least, hps
taken the project seriously. That is a Ipt
more than the interest taken in Ireland
Britain.

The Left have completely disowne
the co-operative idea. Where it has arisgn
has been more as a response and readi
to a critical industrial situation, i.e. Upp
Clyde in 1971, or Meriden motor-cycl
co-operative in 1975 when workers togk

principle of Distributism based on a
earticle by Maisie Ward.

Distributism

This is Mathew's understanding of th

"In her 1944 biography of Gilbert
Chesterton she wrote:

'In Australia, Distributism has given 4
fresh slant to both Labor and Catholi
leadership . . . . Most important, howevey,
of allthe Australian developments has be¢
the approval of the main Distributist ideg
by the Australasian Hierarchy as the aim
Catholic Action.'

"So totally has Distributism been los
to memory that its content and conte
require explanation. What was Distribu
ism? How did it arise and evolve, b
whom has it been advocated and how did

over the Triumph motor-cycle plant i

Coventry. These projects are unli
Mondragon, which set out to prove th

Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
offered special rates on other publications

Erish Political Review is published by

the principle of co-operativism coulg
provide jobs in its own right under worke
control.

Race Mathews is a Co-operative econ
omist, and former member of Victoria'p
State Parliament and Australia's Fedejal
Parliament for the Australian Labor Party.
He was a former national Chairman of th
Australian Fabian Society. He is currently
a Senior Research Fellow at Monagh
University's Faculty of Business and Ecof-
omics. He has visited Mondragon onja
number of occasions.

Inthe context of Co-operative Econo
ics, Mathews supports Distributism and
strongly favours Worker Cooperatives 4s
the basis of a left wing economic mod

" 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or

| https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

the IPR Group: write to—
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Bray, Co. Wicklow  or
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(Part 1)
itachieve alevel of influence in Australi

of the pervasive character ascribed tdfi

by Maisie Ward?

"Distributists favour a 'society o
owners', where property belongs to t
many ratherthanthe few, and correspg
ingly oppose the concentration of prope

in the hands either of the rich, as undg

capitalism, or of the state, as advocat]
by some socialists. In particular, owne
ship of the means of productio

"CO-OPERATIVES (Consumers' Co-operativAskociation of workers and others on low incomes to secure reduction of living fosts
through their own enterprises for the purchase and distribution of goods (foodstuffs, clothing, etc.) and services (insurance, burig

socie

"As independent organisations of the working class, and as adjuncts of the Trade Unions, etc., in the struggle againsf capit:
exploitation, the co-operatives possess importance. But, by themselves, theysugaplant capitalisny'this is a revolutionary task. |
real fact, isolation of the co-operative movements from the general struggle of the workers against capitalism would result, lecaus
competition for jobs, in a reduction of the value of labor-power (i.e. wages) corresponding to the reduction of livinlylaps&t"

distribution and exchange must L

widespread.

"Distributism emerged as one eleme|
of the widespread revulsion and agony
conscience over poverty and disposse
ion in late Victorian and Edwardia

England, and the social teachings th

Pope Leo XIllI set out in his encyclicg
Rerum Novarunm 1891, in part at the
instigation of the great English carding
Henry Manning. The encyclical's sign
ficance has been summarised by
prominent Anglo-Catholic scholar an
sometime Distributist of the inter-wa
period, Maurice Reckitt. Reckitt wrote

'Rerum Novaruris the charter of Socia
Catholicism, and stands to that moveme
in the same relation as th@ommunist
Manifestoof Marx and Engels does tq
revolutionary socialism.™.

(Collateral Damage: B. A. Santamari
and the Marginalising of Social Catholicis
by Race Mathews, Melbourne,2005).

A COMMENT
On the basis of the Communist Pal
of Australia (CPA) statement abov{

deluding workers into believing tha
reforms will ultimately lead to socialis
continued on
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