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Melting Down Ireland?

The Opposition parties have been gifted with the opportunity to win the Electi
save the economy, which has already been saved by the discredited Governme
democracy.

Sarkozy Puts the Boot in.....

andrhere are some benefits to the present
. Habscrisis—reality keeps breaking out.
In his demand that the Irish get rid of its

. . : . . rporate tax rate Mr. Sarkozy h riven
Having saved the economy the discredited Government consolidated its arran menta aie tax rate Sarkozy has drive

with a Finance Bill, which the Opposition Parties disagree with and oppose. neo?her nail in th? LISb.On Tr_eaty coffin.
. . I : . . Natlegal concoction, with allits protocols
Opposition Parties are facilitating the passage of the Finance Bill through the Dailgwhile . S
! L . . . . nd promises and which is supposed to be
voting against it. They might have subjected the Bill to a thorough scrutiny ﬁ_| ; o
X : . o I : -the centrepiece of the EU, is in tatters. Its
ordinary way, dwelling on the grounds of their opposition to it with a view to amemfdin -
it, or even defeating it ggeatdefenders such as Pat Cox and Brigid
They chose instead to facilitate the rushed passage of the Bill through the Dafjw! ﬁléfan are s_llent a_md what a great addi-
. N . ) . ional benefit that is.
voting against it for the record. They did not want the Bill which they opposed, and ivhic r. Sarkozv is a great admirer of the
they think (or say) is bad for the country, to be defeated. They did not want the l?/ue.s of An )10 Safon competition but
to be saved from a Finance Bill which they say is damaging to it. The wanted t i 9 b
passed, with them voting against it, so that it would be an accomplished fact bef

o [RLgome reason that admiration does not
won the election and became the Government. That's democracy. apally In this tax area. What Ireland has is

a competitive corporate tax rate. He could
utieyver the French rate if he wishes.

ion of "Mr Sarkozy also reiterated his call for
eir common 'European economic governance'.
"We cannot share the same currency
while having different economic strate-
gies. It doesn't work'..."(Irish Times, 14
ed b);anuary 2011).

Why have they acted like this? Because subjecting the Bill to proper Dail s
would have delayed the Election for a few weeks, and they had the nightmare v
the Election victory slipping away from them if they clarified the basis of
disagreement with it by mounting serious opposition to it.

TheFourth Estatgwhich in Ireland consists of thesh Time$ laid it down month
ago that Fianna Fail—a corrupt, incompetent, irresponsible party—must be allo
the Opposition to put the country back on a sound footing before being brought
and destroyed if possible. And what could the Opposition do but obey?

Itis said that Cowetdidn't do perception'meaning that he was careless of how
Irish Timegerceived him. The Opposition Parties are all perception. They are a
in the eye of thérish Times They were told that Fianna Fail must be allowed to $avehere clearly are, then different strategies
the economy before being destroyed, and what could they do but obey? are needed and are in fact vital.

| continued on iaie 2| |continued on iaie 6|

Remember Milton Friedman?

Chancellor Merkel, like former Prime monetary theorist when Mrs. Thatcher His view was that, if the physical supply
Minister Thatcher, likes to extol the came to power and she took his messag®f money circulating was reduced, infla-
economics of the Dickensian housewife: to heart. His nugget of wisdom was that tion would disappear. In 1976 he got a
a country should not spend above itsinflation in the West was caused by an Nobel prize for this. The citation noted
means—a doctrine that is both true andexcess of monetary supply, too much cash'his achievements in the fields of consump-
false. As Keynes demonstrated, a capitalistvas floating around. States were over-tion analysis, monetary history and theory
country has to spend above its apparenstimulating their economies by creating and for his demonstration of the complexity
means if it is to escape chronic slumps.too much money. (In fact the inflation of stabilization policy!" (Incidentally,
The main thing is to make the best use ofderived from the USA printing money to America is exporting more devalued
resources within a country, with labour at finance the Vietham War and exporting dollars than ever.)
the top of the list. its devalued dollars around the world,

Milton Friedman was the great bringing inflation wherever they went.)

OWM call for more economic governance
in the EU is quite logical—if we were in
heareal Union. But, ifthere are very different
leasonomic needs and imperatives, which

This was the era when Western

| continued on page 8




As Bernard Shaw's capitalisttajor
Barbarasaid:"Give me deeper darkness:
money is not made in the lightAnd the
CONTENTS Irish Times as the effective Irish Fourth
Estate, is in the happy position of bringing
things to light or losing them in mark as its
interests suggest.

Its object now is to use a passing econ-
omic crisis as a means of throwing the
State into the melting-pot. It editorial on
January 11th was a manifesto of
dissolution:

"Last year is dead, they seem to say,
Begin afresh, afresh, afresh.

...The TreesPhilip Larkin

)

Melting Down Ireland. Editorial

Sarkozy Puts The Boot In. Jack Lane

Remember Milton Freedman. Angela Clifford

Readers' Letters: Islandmagee and 1641. Stephen Richards

What Germany Really Thinks. Philip O'Connor

Israel No Democracy. Philip O'Connor (Report)

Shorts from the Long Fellow (Base & Superstructure; Ideological Superstructure;
Alternative Narrative, Emigration; Employment; Performance; Politics)

Pay And Europe. ETUC (Report)

Gerry And The Hunger Strikers. Sein McGouran

When Hacks Catch Hindsight. Wilson J. Haire

The Missing Middle In Ireland. Jack Lane

Psywars. Wilson John Haire (Poem)

"The sense of helplessness that gripped
Ireland in the last months of 2010 was not
irrational... The EU/IMF rescue package
undoubtedly involved a loss of sovereignty

. Events seemed to spiral beyond our
collective capacity to... influence them...
We now know the worst about ourselves.
The things we have feared most have
come to pass... The IMF has come in.
Our cherished institutions of Church and
State have disgraced themselves. There
is little more the new decade has to teach
us about Irish venality, cronyism and
amorality... Having now fully absorbed
the shock of the crash, we have the oppor-
tunity to ask the question: who and what
are we as a people? One of the exciting
things about the present moment is that
Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: more and more people are talking... about

A Tale Of Twho Countries that question. ltis the topic of the dinner
table... Almost a century ago, in a time
of similar ferment, W.B. Yeats wrote that
'there is a moment in the history of every
nation when it is plastic, when it is like
wax, when it is ready to hold for gener-

According to the latest figures the Irish  The crisis was international. Indealing  ations the shape thatis given toit. Ireland
economy is setfor modestgrowthin 2011, with the crisis, the country was thrown is now plastic and will be for a few years
while the British economy is shrinking. back on its own resources. Anditwasthe tocome...' Hewasright... Itis now fluid
So the time is ripe for destroying Fianna resourcefulness of Fianna Fail—the only ~ 2gain. The form it will take for the next

Fail. That's democracy. substantial political party in the state—  generation will be decided in the coming
. . : decade. Thatis a large responsibility...
rthat stabilised the situation.

Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (Culture Ireland And Fintan O'Toole; Roberts
& Co; Callaghan; Mario Vargas Llosa)

Casement: Forgery Or Fact? Jeff Dudgeon (Letter)

What Is The Cost Of Academic Freedom In Ireland. Editorial

The Second Greatest Event Of 1916? Manus O'Riordan

Naval Warfare. Pat Walsh (Part 7)

Protestants In Cork In The Early Twenties. Niall Meehan (Report)

Past And Present, Prof. Walker and Gerard Murphy. Brendan Clifford
Biteback: Was It For This...? Eugene McEldowney (Unpublished Letter)
"For It Is Written . .. Ruairi O Domhnaill on the Swiss Constitution

It Won't Be the PIIGS Who Ruin The EU. Nick Folley (Report)

Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Celtic Tiger; Academic Jobs)

HEREEEEREEE BEEHEE mmwe=e:

(back page)

The economic crisis is being used as a
opportunity for creating a sense of Constit-  Thelrish Times—the purpose of whose
utional crisis and demanding a new Con-existence in recent decades has been t
stitution. But the crisis had nothing what- destroy Fianna Fail—did not avail of the
ever to do WIFh the Co_nst_ltunon_—at I(—_Ja_st crisis in the first instance to attempt to ., " “owed a situation to be brought
not with the Irish Constitution. It is a crisis give thecoup de gracto Fianna Fail. The : : : :

o o . . . about in which thdrish Timescan say
of globalist finance capitalism, and of a Irish Timespersonnel and its backers are ... _. : : ;

. . . . . we" in these matters without being
European Union that has lost its bearingsamong the wealthiest people inthe country.
; : . ; laughed out of court.

through random expansion, merging with In modern times wealth cannot be saved
the offensive militarism of born-again up, as in olden times. It must be invested "The ferment has yet to find concrete
NATO, and descending into free-market at a profit in order to be saved. And the forms, but there is every reason to believe
capitalism under British influence. wealth of thdrish Timesand its clientele that it will feed into a revival of our

Ireland threw itself into this free-wheeling, was in the banks that, left to their own democracy." If it is acknowledged—
globalist, post-Cold War capitalismand  devices, under the British influences that other than for the sake of argument—that
came to grief with it. It lost control of itself led them on, would have failed. But the we ever had a democracy, and if this
by doing so. Itis hard to see how it could Irish Timesknew very well that there was democracy is to bérevived", then the
have kept control of itself while participat- only one competent governing party in new will be much like the old in its essen-
ing in this globalist binge, and profiting the state. Fine Gael and Labour were to ittials. Democracy is conservative—though
fromit. And, while it was profiting from only a means of subverting Fianna Fail. perhaps not quite as conservative as the
it, we do not recall the Opposition Parties So they were instructed to let Fianna Fail trees whichiafresh, afresh, afreshbegin
urging the country to hold back and hang sort outthe economy before being broughtevery new year to reproduce themselves
onto the ideals of De Valera's Ireland.  down. exactly as they were last year.

But thelrish Timesis eager to take on
the responsibility of determining the shape
8t our future for us. And one of the worst
things we need to know about ourselves is



But that is not what thérish Times
wants at all—any more than a hundr
years ago it wanted the shape that it n
affects to lament the passing of, as
means of ensuring the passing.

How did this old Ireland—the demo-
cratic Ireland of'venality, cronyism and
amorality” that all of a sudden we now

cherish—come about? Through the Home

Rule conflict that came to the brink o
war; through deluded participation in th
Great War, also known d$e War That

Will End War; through the 1916 rebellion]
which thdrish Timesaw as the expressior
of a cancer that needed cutting out of t

body politic; through the electoral rebel:

lion of 1918, which thé&ish Timessaw as

a joke in poor taste; through Britain's wa
against the electoral rebellion; throug
the 'Treaty' imposed at the point of a gu
through the 'Civil War' that Britain insisted
the Treatyites should fight and supplie
with the means of fighting; through year
when the Treatyite authorities sought t
exclude the large and rapidly-growing
Anti-Treaty electoral movement from the
Dail by means of the British Oath; throug
the Anti-Treaty electoral victory of 1932,
and the Treatyite lurch into Fascism i
response to it; through the long series

Fianna Fail victories by which the Fascis
movement was worn down and th
Parliamentary system founded; throug
the Economic War of the 1930s that ende
British occupation of the Irish Ports; an
through the neutrality in Britain's Secon
World War of the 20th century, which ig
now condemned by the best people.

And where was thiish Timesin that
long series of conflicts with Britain through
which sovereignty and democracy wer
established?

In order to encourage the idea that th
State is in Constitutional melt-down, the

paper fosters Utopian notions of demo-

cracy. Ten years ago, when Profess
Foster was cock of the academic walk, |
regularly dismissed the independeng
policy of Sinn Fein d&isionary”, meaning

that it was inherently impossible—mad.

But all that stood in the way of it was
British militarism. Now, however, the
Irish Timesis encouraging a visionary,
mentality in earnest.

Its corruption expert, Elaine Byrne
guoting Kinsey, proposed a sex test fq
politicians, and seemed to be in earne
about it (Jan. 11). She thinks that th
young are better at sex and that politig
should, therefore, be handed over to the
She was writing in place of Garret FitzC

L.ETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

a
Islandmagee And 1641

I'm not surprised that thesh Timesdeclined to publish Pat Muldowney's letter to the
paper, reproduced in your December issue, in which he repeats the assertion of Thoma
Moore ("Captain Rock") that there was a massacre of three thousand Catholicg in the
Islandmagee peninsula—a small area on the east coast of County Antrim—which
predated the massacres of settlers in different parts of Ulster in 1641.

What amazes me is that the myth of the Islandmagee massacre continues to be
" presented as historical fact. It's especially disturbing that it should find a place |in the

columns ofrish Political Reviewwhich has been so relentless in its pursuit of historical
shoddiness in other quarters. And, at a purely human level, is Irish history so short|of real
life terrible violence that we have to go about perpetuating the memory of imaginary
€massacres?
Now for some facts: Moore's source was an anonymous pamphlet with the initials
"R.S."appended, which was circulated in London in 1662. Depositions in the| east
r Antrim area that were taken within ten years of the alleged massacre failed to mention
h it. Nor was it referred to in tHRemonstrancpresented to the King's Commissioners at
p: Trim in March 1642, when one would have thought it would be a burning issue.
The total number of settlers killed all over the Ulster counties in late October and early
4 November 1641 was probably no more than about four thousand, in whatwas undoybtedly
[ a very violent passage. The numbers were later exaggerated, not just for proppgand

; purposes, but because of the general panic, mayhem and homelessness that engued. A

v

t 1641. Very conveniently, Moore dates it to 13th October 1641, but the in the |other
, references by those writers who have argued for the historicity of the massacre the date
hare early November 1641, or, in the alternative, 8th January 1642.
d The next question is, who was responsible? The proponents of the January 1642 dat:
tend to blame the Scottish troops under Munro. But whatever date we go for, Munro has
) an alibi, because the Scots didn't cross over until late April 1642. Pat hedges his bets
I somewhat by referring to thBrotestant settlers and soldiers from Scotlanfive take
the Scots out of the equation then we have a simple massacre of Catholics by Protestan
without any context or explanation.
Pat tries to place it in the context of the Solemn League and Covenant, wjth its
expressed intention to extirpate Popery, prelacy etc. etc. in the three kingdoms. The snha
with thisis that the Solemn League and Covenant dates from 1643. It was basically a dea
E done between the desperate English Parliamentarian forces and the as yet undefeate
Scaots. It was a deal the English didn't quite deliver on, but that's another story. Pat has
eMade the mistake of conflating the Solemn League and Covenant with the original (and
| best?) Scottish National Covenant of late 1637, which had in view the restoratjon of
[ worship in the Scottish church to its primitive purity of around 1580.
Some of the accounts of the Islandmagee massacre mention the involvement|of mer
Olfrom Ballymena among the culprits, which is interesting, in that the numbers had

propaganda. I'm persuaded that something did happen, but it was something completely
different. I'm indebted to local historian Felix McKillop for an alternative account,
which has the merit of internal coherence, and a beginning, a middle and end.|It's an
exciting story too, ranging from the Hebridean island of Islay to Ballycastle, through the
Antrim hills, and ultimately Islandmagee. According to McKillop thirty of the Ulster

" Gaelic army were killed at the Gobbins. And yes, Scots were involved, but they|were

StC-:‘aelic—speaking Hebridean Scots.

€ By way of postscript, | read somewhere that Father James O'Laverty in hig

SvolumeAnnals of the Dioceses of Down and Conffisst published in the 1880s and

Nrepublished in 1987, concludes that only one person was killed at the Gobbins, an

P woman!

two-

erald, who was on leave. We don't kno

4 Stephen Richards

|continued on page 4|
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if he returned and commented.
Anaptcommentwould be Freud's view

that civilisation is founded on sexual inhi-

bition. The context of the free sex activity

of the young in very recent years was not

brought about through free love. It is
probably a symptom of the decline of
European Christian civilisation in which

sexual inhibition played a prominent part.
And its Islamophobia is probably soundly
based on a sense that, despite its cult

youth, it is old and is declining in the

presence of a purposefully inhibited youth-

ful civilisation which it failed to crush—
But we tried to crush it, didn't we?
Remember Gallipoli!

Vincent Browne joined in the mostly
inandrish Timesconstitution-mongering,

the DAil of former parliamentarians. He save the State, and then return to the
also said the National Roads Authority plough—centuries before Rome became
and the Higher Education Authority a prosperous and cultured Empire, and
should be back under ministerial control" centuries before the Empire became degen_
(Irish Times, 22 January 2010). erate and was preserved by Christianity.

Fianna Fail having been around since OK Fintan. We're game. Just lead the

before Protectionism, and before the Way!

fashion for Privatisation and Globalisation ~ (Buthas your secret Directory approved?)
can therefore put these things in perspective ) .

—they are policies to serve the nationand A great weakness in this pamphlet,
if they do not serve that purpose they needhich wants us all to stand up and pull

o be changed. Reports of Fianna Fail'sdown the house, is that it was issued in
death might be exaggerated. another house. Itis published as abook by

_ the elite English bourgeois publisher,
Fintan O'Toole has refused to put the Faber & Faber. ("Shall | part my hair
Irish Times/iew of things to the electorate behind? / Do | dare to eat a peach? / |
by contesting the election. He says he isshall wear white flannel trousers and walk
an opinion-former. He is there to judge upon the beach!")
the populace, not to curry fayour withit.  Coming from that source, who was it
But he says that he put fifty ideas on the jikely to influence? ThEinancial Times
Internet and that it would be a good idea Wolfgang Miinchau of thET is one of the

forinstance proposing on 19th Novemberfor people to get together in groups and handful of writers quoted in it. THeT
that it should be made unconstitutional to discuss them. We have not heard so far ofpolicy for the finance crisis in Ireland was

'whip' party members into line for Dail any Fintan-Groups being formed.
votes, and proposing that a third of the

default. And, as far as we could grasp,
But Fintan has published a rebellious O'Toole's policy too was for a default.

Dail should be able to prolong parliament- Pamphlet, Enough Is Enough. How To And this FT editorial of January 23rd
ary debates indefinitely. As though the Build ANew RepublicOn the coverithas  might have been inspired by OToole's
Dail and individual TDs could have averted @ Picturé of the old order overthrown hookish pamphlet:

: : g : .. outside the Dail and the Financial Services
Fhe njternqtlonal CrIsiS of finance capital- Centre, and Kathleen NiHoulihain trampl-
ism, in which Ireland is caught as a small ing over them with a Harp in one hand and
cog. a Tricolour in the other.

However, he redeemed himselftosome  The pamphlet consists of Five Myths,
extent on 26th January with the following Five Decencies, and Fifty Ideas For Action.
crisp analysis: Three of theMyths are that Ireland is a

"The fact s that Fianna Féil has bought Republic, that it has a representative
into the neoliberal consensus: that theGovernment,and thatitis a Parliamentary
state has no place in the economy, thaldemocracy:

economic growth is paramount and free "Irish people believe they live in a

markets are the engine of growth, that parliamentary democracy. Until they

monetary incentives are indispensable to grasp the rather obvious fact that they

economic success, and too bad about gopet, they have no hope of creating a

inequality but we will do our best to deal republican system of government” (p61).

with consistent poverty! Sotoo, incident- "A new realism has to begin with the

ally, has Fine Gael and the Labour Party
bought into that consensus, however
much the latter may now protest this is

reality that the economic disaster has
deeprootsin Irish political and institution-
al culture. Nothing will change unless

not so..."

He might have said that any alternative
to the Cowen-led Government will
probably increase the neo-liberal bias,
with the exception of a Sinn Fein-led
administration.

politics are reinvented. That reinvention
begins with the realisation that five
underlying truths of Irish politics are not
true at all" (p10).

Three of these false truths have been
given. The others are the Myth of Charity,
But Fianna Fail is ultimately flexible which is the belief that there are no rights,
on such matters. What it bought into, it only gifts from the Church; and the Myth
might sell off again. Listen to what Ray of\Wealth, whichis a beliefthat the country
MaC§harry had to Say recently': was Wea'thy a few years ago.
Kni'}/g‘ b'\élggussheagm sds%gesgutggfpagﬁc ~ Four of the Five Decencies are conven-
expenditure in the 1980s, gave the GOV_tlonal. We should have Security, Health,
' Education and Equality. But the fifth,

ernment 'two' out of 10 for its handling of C g
health and warned that the HSE [Health which is the means of achieving the other
four, is novel. It is Citizenship, to be

Services Executive] which controlled ] ; .
one-third of the entire budget, had to be @chieved through Ethical Austerity. So
taken back under ministerial control. I Pring back De Valera? Not at all. Dev's

would never allow a situation where €15 austerity was Catholic. What O'Toole
billion or €16 billion of taxpayers' money ~ seems to have in mind is something like
would be handed over to an organisationthe stoical austerity of the collective
to spend in whatever way they like. That republic of ancient Rome, in the days
is wrong, it's not democratic and it will when Cincinnatus could be called from
have to be changed', he told a seminar irthe plough to be Dictator for a season,

"| RISH MELTDOWN

"Ireland’s coalition has become the
first eurozone government to fall as a
result of Europe's debt crisis. That is
unsurprising. Yet, the justifiable anger of
Irish voters at being saddled with the
debts of their reckless bankers cannot
itself explain the extraordinary implosion
of Fianna Fail, the party that has long
dominated Irish politics.

"Brian Cowen, the prime minister, was
forced into calling early elections on
Thursday, to resign as party leader on
Saturday, all after winning a confidence
vote from his parliamentary party on
Tuesday. His discredited leadership had
been challenged after undisclosed meet-
ings with Sean FitzPatrick, the banker at
the heart of the financial crisis, came to
light. What followed was utterly cynical.

"Six members of the cabinet resigned
and Mr Cowen tried to give an electoral
leg-up to lesser-known Fianna Fail MPs
with scattergun offers of ministerial
portfolios. This reshuffle—and eventual-
ly the government itself—was scuttled
by the party's Green coalition partners,
leaving Fianna Failin meltdown and mutiny.

"These factional antics, as Ireland faces
arguably the worst crisis in its history as
an independent nation, could turn the
expected Fianna Féil rout at the polls into
electoral annihilation.

"That may be richly deserved. This is,
after all, the party that through its crony-
ism and incompetence artificially pro-
longed the boom of the 1990s into the
credit and property bubble of the past
decade, and then gave a blanket guarantee
to its banker friends that has ended in the
humiliation of Ireland becoming a ward
of the European Central Bank and the
International Monetary Fund.

"Fianna Fail will almost certainly be



replaced by a coalition of the centre-right is not practicable on that basis. And its stint in office. In order to get it, they have
Fine Gael and centre-left Labour parties. weakness in Ireland is that the workers areset policy aside completely, relying on
Butitwill be vacating alot of political space, not presentinitas an effectively organisedFianna Fail having sorted out the crisis
some of which will be taken up by popul- yested interest. with measures that they opposed.

ists, including the Republicans of Sinn Féin, o _ They also hope that Fianna Fail has
now poised for a breakthrough in the south.  If the nature of the Constitution contri- oo seotched and will self-destruct. That

"Itis thus vitally important that the cam- buted to a worsening of the effects of the ;¢ certainly a possibility. Instead of going
paign now opening properly addresses theinternational crisis, the fault did not lie in to the country as the .Government that
issues of governance and accountability the formal official structure as laid down managed the crisis, and making the case
raised by the crisis. Whether creditors of inthe book called The Constitution, butin for itself. it is runni,ng away from itself
the banks should share the paitia bail-  thede factapolitical system, the arrange- | 4ar 2 new leader chosen to please the
out with taxpayers will—and shouid-be ment of political parties. Irish Times. So it could be that tﬁe Riaht/
a dqminant thelzn e, and t?]e m?irk\]strea? The Proportional Representation sys- Ltlaft colalitidn wil: thisutime be governilr%g
parties must take ownership of this and tem of political representation, imposed without a strong Opposition. And it could

not leave the field to the populists. by the Treaty, was intended to weaken the : :
"This should also be the occasion for giate by preventing strong government, be that there will be four parties of more or

the independent voices clamouring for & pe v/alera understood that when reforming less equal size elected, along with a welter

new politics in Ireland to come forward 4 ° Froa state system in the 1930s, but hOf Independents—which is what PR was

and lay out their stalls. Irish voters, and" reckoned that, if he had included a reform?mended o bring about in the first place.
the future of the republic, need no less.

of PR in the new Constitution, that would
The call by th&inancial Timegditorial ~ probably have caused the whole Constitu-
for the independent voice to join the tion to be lost.
electoral fray can only have been directed Subsequent attempts to reform PR by
to Fintan O'Toole, who has profitably referendum were lost because of a veste
made himself the voice of Ireland to the interest in it by the Opposition parties.
international world of papers and broad- Fine Gael and Labour presented reform o
casting. On January 29th, after a week ofPR ﬁs andattempt by Fianna Fﬁlil (tjo elstal::jlis
silence, he spoke again, to say that hdtself in dominance. But it had already .
would not con?e forth%nd lead thé/people.established itself in dominance despite Bertie Ahern made some awful speeches
. X ' on important occasions. Michedl Martin
He had given the matter serious thought,PR, and De Valera's purpose was clearly te a historv of th ity in Cork and
as one should after a call from the City of to encourage the development of an effect-*' 0rc & NISIOTY Of T€ party In Lork ar
g X . - accepted Peter Hart as his authority. Brian
London, before deciding not to. He gives ive two-party system, in place of the system Lenihan lauded the same discredited
. : guru
a bunch of reasons, which can only beofone and two halve. His concernwas forin his Beal na Blath oration
described as lame excuses in the light ofthe viability of the State of which he was '
what he has been preaching. There is, foin great part the creator, but that was not  The only party with a sense of purpose
example, the difficulty of finding a party admissible inthe heat of party conflict. So that is not mere scrambling for office is
to join, after offending them all. How PR remained, and Fianna Fail continuedSinn Fein. It is a historic name, which
could he even have thought of joining one to be in office most of the time. counts for something. It was the name of
of the parties of the bogus and bankrupt What made the ending of PR unaccept-Fianna Fail and Fine Gael before they
system he has been denouncing? He shouldble to the two half-parties of the Opposi- became what they are. It is capable of
have presented himself as the leader of dion was that it would have encouraged putting a scare into Europe, which is badly
campaign of righteous renewal which the growth of one of them at the expensein need of a scare. It is itself, and not a
would sweep all those compromises asideof the other. By retaining PR, the two mere reflection of ‘focus groups'. And it
—asthe O'Connell of a new dispensation.half-parties guaranteed themselves theirhas grown despite the general hostility of
Having refused the call, can he now niche half-lives, but made certain that the media. We can think of no better
resume his lavisly-rewarded career asneither of them could of itself become the outcome, in the circumstances, than a
prophet with a safe job, in the midst of the Opposition with the prospect of winning very strong vote for Sinn Fein.
catastrophe and corruption that he preachegn election. Th lose itselfin E
—a timid, self-serving Savanorola? A two-party Opposition is necessarily € country cannotlose itselfin Europe

ud he realities which MEffective, particularly when one of them _fWhiCh was the fashionz_;\blle e_xp_ectaﬁion
Toconclude, we assertthe realitieswhich s 16 the Right of the governing party and & €W Years ago. Europe is losing itself, so

O'To.ole cllenies'. IreIand_remainsarepublic,the other is to the Left. Ireland has no alternative but to be itself.
dESplteOTQOIe Shankermg.forthe Co.mmon' PS As we go to press it is announced that
wealth residue of the British Empire. It \yhen the logic of PR caught up with Democracy Now!la secret group led by Fintan
has representative government. It is arjanna Fail, and it was no longer able to O'Toole, Eamon Dunphy, David McWilliams,
Parliamentary democracy. Its electedorm asingle-party Government, the com- and Elaine Byrne, had intended to contest the
Government has Coped remarkably well p|exion of its Coalitions was going to be election but did not do SO, allegedly because it
with a crisis for whichits main responsibil- getermined to some extent by the party itWas caused at such short notice. It seems to us
ity was that it participated willingly inthe - \yas in Coalition with. Being the national that thefe gomme?rt]atolrs vtveret glafd tohhave 6;”
i i inter- : excuse to deprive the electorate of a chance to
ﬁ!sttjt?oar:lasltsf;:dn;rrgg. according to inter p?rty,. It'W&SfmadeR'u?\OfaEr?‘tad s;(ajectrumreject them. After all, these were the very
] ) o opinion, from Rig tto Lell, and was eople who insisted that a March election was
Democracy is not some general prin- capable of making a consistent Coalition 5 genial of democracy—presumably because
ciple of harmonious government. It is a with a party on either side of it. The Labour they feared that Fianna Fail would have time to
highly artificial system of conflict, arrived  Party refused Coalition with it, except for mount a defence that would recover at least
at through particular historical develop- one brief period which was ended by thesome of its lost support. A Fianna Fail
mentin certain situations. Itis a system ofIrish Times. Fianna Fail Coalitions have meltdown is what they wanted.
egoism, made functional by the combin- therefore been with the Right. These media personalities are a froth on the
ation ofindividual interests into collective It seems that the two half-parties of the Substance of political life—it is not surprising
vested interests. Inideal, itis an individual- traditional Opposition, who cover up their thrgtcttiggl QUbﬁlciig#rﬁ'th\igT;s Itth\év;’:]l']sortll’]l’gﬁt ;g:
ist system in which each competes againstlisagreement with each other in the hopefhe mediapgundits to show what they were
allin a medium of perfect equality. Butit of gaining office, are about to have their - 4o ot _and they have.

The Greens dissgraced themselves at
the end, and we assume that they will
suffer forit. Neither Fine Gael nor Labour

tands for anything much, apart from not

eing Fianna Fail. Fianna Fail was making
fhistorical nonsense of itself long before it
yvas overtaken by the bank crisis and des-
erves a shock, whether it collapses or not.
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create 'independent’ countries which are aunity because he had a conceptand purpose
virtue unto themselves. In all this Mr. for Europe. That vision no longer exists.
Sarkozy inadvertently poses the questionTherefore we have the currenéconomic

of whatthe EU is at this time. He has madeproblems.

" deeply respect our lrish friends' his p_olit_ical visi_on _for it clear enough SO
independence and we have donef@r—itsintegrationintoNATO, full, active
everything to help them. But they cannot CO-operation and integration with the
continue to say ‘come and help us' while USUK view of the world. And Obama has

keeping a tax on company profits that is awarded him the prize of ‘closest ally' for
half [that of other countries]..." (ibid.)

Sarkozy

continued

...AND BARROSO LOSES IT!

EU Commission President Barroso lost
his temperwhen responding to Joe Higgins
A ) in the European Parliament. Higgins
his efforts. And now he wishes t0 have a,ccsed the EU of being responsible for

| understood that the 'help' is a loan thatcollection of ‘independent’ states in the o austerity programme that is the
will be paid back and that the ‘help' was EU, €ach keeping its fiscal house strictly ¢, ition of the EU/IMF bailout. The
given whether we liked it or not. It was Inorder. Itisimpossible toimagine an EU 4yitde that Barroso betrayed is more
'given’ for the benefit and survival of the Without a leading role for France—but, if gjgnificant than most things that are
Euro. Thatis its only justification. Thatis thiS is what France has to offer, it meansy 3 nnening in Irish politics at the moment.

the gain for the pain.

The Eurozone authorities stress-tested®roject.

the Irish banks a few months ago and they
passed the tests. Then these same authori-
ties panicked in the face of the demands

Merkel's new plan is calléBurozone

and threats from the bondholders and2.0'and it is reported that:

Ireland was to be the sacrificial lamb to
show how a Eurozone country could be
made to behave for the benefit of these
markets. It was dorpour encourager les
autres! It was not Ireland that panicked
and moved the goal posts. Butitis paying
for their moving by the Eurozone authorities.

Clearly, Sarkozy does not see it that
way and in his view Ireland is paying a
price for its own misbehaviour and is
going through this austerity for no greater
purpose than punishment for its sins.

Mr. Sarkozy's regards it all as an issue
of balancing of the books in public
finances:"'l want a constitutional rule

"What Berlin sees as necessary is con-
tained in the draft policy paper: wide-
ranging harmonisation measures within
two years, even if these changes require
treaty changdt'can't be the case thatthe
slowest dictate the pace, nor is it about
doing everything in a mediocre fashion’,
said Dr. Merkel of her plans. 'Instead
every state should become more finan-
cially stable and economically com-
petitive—for itself and for Europe.' The
Berlin plan is not aboutlévelling
differences, officials say, but about
‘removing large discrepancies recent
off-the-record briefings, the German
leader has shown an unusual determin-
ation for the task she has set herself."

nothing but disaster forthe EU as apolitical 4 g5ig:

"To the distinguished member of this
parliament that comes from Ireland, who
asked a question suggesting that the
problems of Ireland were created by
Europe, let me tell you: the problems of
Ireland were created by the irresponsible
financial behaviour of some Irish institu-
tions and by the lack of supervision in the
Irish market...

"Europe is now part of the solution; it
is trying to support Ireland. But it was not
Europe that created this fiscally irrespon-
sible situation and this financially ir-
responsible behaviour. Europe is trying
to supportireland. Itis important to know
where the responsibility lies. And this is
why it is important that those of us and
this are clearly the majority, who believe
in European ideals, that we are able, as
much as possible to have a common
response” (IT, January 20, 2011).

The European Commission is the

that will demand a return to balance of  (Irish Times, 19 March 2011). institution that is supposed to be the

our public finances'...(ibid). = This harmonisation gels very well and mediating element of the EU project, the
The behaviour of the banks disappearsg 1y, qoubt already agreed with Sarkozyinstitution that does not take sides ininter-
from sight—but the major problem is @ 5 his vision of competing, independent' national issues. Every issue, even ifitis of
banking problem, not a public finance giatag within Europe. Competition is a consequence to only one State, must be an
problem, and it is a blatant distortion of oy \nysual form of harmonisation and, EU issue in its eyes. It should also be the
the situation to treatitas he does. Ireland'§t \yords are to retain their meaning, it is element that is objective about the other
public finances were in better shape thany,q o5 site of harmonisation. In ‘competi- EU institutions. But now, it is clearly a
most and by themselves would not haveyjqn someone usually wins and someonebody that has been sidelined in the
caused the current crisis. usually loses and a draw usually means aorridors of the EU and no longer has that
replay. That's fine in sport but relations overarching role to play. It is inevitable
between nations within a political union therefore that its President would get
to face the situation that Some Europeanare not (qr rather shquld not be) Iik_e _sport.frustrated inthis situation. Members States
partners are facing, wondering at the It's a bit I_|ke players in a team deciding to and the ECB [Europea_n Central Bank]
beginning of each week if they are able to Play against each other rather than playinghave done their own thing and behaved
pay their bills', Mr Sarkozy said. France the other team—and it's not usually erratically in recent months—and they
must be independent, cut spending, cutpossible to do both at the same time.  have done nothing to keep the Commission
the deficit and pay back some of its  |f Helmut Kohl had taken this attitude in the loop. Like the Parliament, it is now
debt’(ibid). to the unification of the two German states, merely an afterthought in the minds of the
So his Europe will be a collection of how long would he have to wait for movers and shakers in Europe.
'independent countries, each with its booksharmonisation, never mind unity? Kohl  Itis not the role of the President of the
neatly balanced. If this is the economic broke every law known to economics in Commissionto counterpose the behaviour
governance he has in mind, it is just anthe interests of German unity and it hasof 'Europe’to the behaviour of any Member
accountant's dream. The obvious questiorbeen a great political success followed in State—even if that state had made mistakes
is what the ‘added value' for Governmentsturn by a great economic success. Kohlinany area. Until a new European polity is
and their electorates could be if that is allknew what was primary in these matters. created, no Member State can be judged to
there is to it. And where is the added valueHe was also prepared to break everybe irresponsible by 'Europe’, even if that
of a political 'Union’, if the object is to economic law for the sake of Europeanwere technically true—which it is not in

Sarkozy outlines his vision:
"French people wouldn't want France



this case. Ireland followed the EU rules|to that German history has been one longthe D-Mark (and that any such project
the letter and its banking system wastragic mistake, that can be remedied onlywould be vastly more costly than one
declared satisfactory at regular intervdls.through a full and contriteful submission ensuring the survival of the Euro). This
The Irish banking system was an integral to the will of the 'West'. Its original Editor, interview brought thé&piegelcharge on
part of the European banking system gndRudolf Augstein (who lasted in the post the issue to a shuddering halt.

its behaviour was known to the ECB{— until about a decade ago), regularly prod- To give a flavour of what Germany
and, if it was not, then it is the fault of ifs uced personalised columns expressing thigeally thinks, here is a tough front page
Governors and Directors. The movenjenposition, especially when liberal opinion FAZeditorial from 18th December 2010—
of billions of Euro cannot really be hiddgn believed the state had disgraced itself agaircomplete with a few uncompromising
from a Central Bank and, if it had been|so by some slip-up on the "brown" question. swipes at Ireland—commenting on the

hidden, then that Central Bank s not fit
purpose. the Germans (and the world) about their
If Barroso gets away with his blanje nation's deep flawed instincts, against
game and with this counterposing| ofwhich the state must be ever watchful.
'Europe’to a Member State, it is the depthThis is a general German liberal line, and
knell of the EU project. Itis nothing short a key message repeatad nauseanby
of disastrous for the EU project. Juergen Habermas. Thepiegelwill
Jack Lane | indulge anytheory, the more sensationalist
the better. Its current pet project is
promoting opinion in favour of scrapping
the Euro. Butin the real world of political/
economic interest there are few if any
proponents of such a strategy, &miegel
commentaries to the contrary should be
’ taken with a grain of salt.

What Germany
Really Thinks

Der Spiegelis a fabulous magazine
providing plenty of useful information,
now also available inits English-language
online edition. This at least offers some
different angles in the new global press
which is otherwise uniquely dominated
by the Anglo-Saxon world view, through
The Economist, Financial TimasdNew
York Times. But as a source for the
direction of things in the German and the
German mind,Der Spiegelshould be
treated with caution.

Among political forces in Germany no
one takes it too seriously, except when it
acts as an outlet for exposures of political
wrong doing or corruption. It was estab-
lished in 1949 in Hamburg, a careful con-
struction of the British Military Govern-
ment. Its purpose was to develop Anglo-

phile sentiment and to scold Germans for -\ ¢ tar Allgemeine Zeitungrrank-

their awfulness (sound f?‘m”‘f"“?).- It furt, for starters, was in the US Zone,
regularlyfeatu:esIengtgyaruikteﬁ|mpI|cat- Iwhich was spared the excesses of the
Ing ever greater numbers ot the generaly, /oy tural engineering inflicted by the
population in t_he crimes of'the H|tler'era, zealous Brits. The US authorities knew
often to the point of a}bsurdlty (an art'.de a they would need the Germans for purpose-
few years ago examined the complicity of ful activity in seeing off the Soviet threat.

German youth n the Holocaust),' To do that they needed some real press,
accompanied by editorials on Germanysand so the ol&rankfurter Zeitungvhich

uhique gunt_.D|_e Zeit,another Hamburg had continued in existence throughout the
journal of similar provenance, adopts 4 Third Reich was reborn with minimal
similar approach, though at least tries tochange of personnel, though some old
make it politicallyfuqctional, V.VhiCh.iS hot national liberals who r;ad retired’ in 1933
a concern oDer Splegel.. Die Zeis a were brought back into its editorial
story in itself, for another time, but one of leadership. Since then it has functioned as

its Editors (and still guest columnist) is ;
. ) the organ of the deep state in Germany.
Helmut Schmidt, the long-time SPD g P Y

[Social Democratic Party] Chancellor. On 29th December 2010 theAZ
TheSpiegeivas the standard bearer for published an interview with the head of
Fritz Fischer's tendentious theories the Bundesbank in which he categorically
telescoping the Hitler Reich with previous stated that German interests were incom-
regimes, and generally propounds the viewpatible with populist notions of a return to

Many newspapers/magazines were set
up inthe late 1940s in a similar wayler
' SpiegelBoards of Directors and Editors
were appointed directly by the Military
Government press chiefs. The discredited
British press baron, Robert Maxwell, was
the British Military press officer who
‘organised' the setting up of tBerliner
Tagespiegelas the mouthpiece of the
Western powers in Berlin in the run in to
the 1946 elections which it (very sub-
stantially) helped ensure the SPD would
wininthe city. Inthe 1950s and 1960s this
new press was often disparagingly called
by the populace thélicensed press"”
{lizenzpressg

There are some exceptions. One is the

r Der Spiegetontinues constantly to warn December EU Summit:

"EU Summit

"Bending and flexing

"The Euro is to be saved by bending,
breaking and twisting the rules. And at
the expense of those countries that have
largely keptto them. Inthe EU there is no
lack of solidarity, but of discipline. The
basic remedy can only be a common
economic policy.

By Berthold Kohler
18th December 2010

"The EU Member States shun treaty
changes like the devil avoids holy water—
too cumbersome, too risky, too dependent
on Ireland. But now, tormented by the
Euro-crisis, the European Union is set to
take this step, albeit in a 'slimmed down'’
form, to get around Irish stubbornness in
these matters. By 2013, a permanent
rescue umbrellais to be cast over the euro
zone. The scrapping of the basic principle
thatin the Monetary Union each member
state should only have to pay for its own
debt, is now to be institutionalised. The
original sin was committed, however,
when the rules of the Stability Pact were
allowed to be breached. Some date it
even earlier: thatitwas wrong to establish
a monetary union at all without first
having a common economic and fiscal
policy in place.

"Today's politicians, who stand
accused when creating that shambles of
not being driven by the same vision as the
founding fathers of the Union, now have
little time to reason things out what should
have been done differently in the first
place. They have enough on their plate
trying to secure the system of monetary
union against speculative attack. Because
the failure of the single currency—and
on this there is an unusually high level of
consensus—would represent the worst
setback in the history of European
integration.

Solidarity without solidity

"They, and not the sinners, are now the
ones being singled out for moral pressure.
The chancellor was right to counter this
by stating that solidarity could not
continue to be demanded without solidity
being created. Additional transfer
payments (such as joint bonds) to
economically weak, but high-consuming
EU member states must lead in Germany
to either increases in taxes, reductions in
state benefits or to even more debt. All so
that the party can continue elsewhere?
This could only be a recipe for smashing
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the {European} community.

supply those needs which find a market heavily committed to it. It takes a strong

“Inthe EUthere is no lack of solidarity, expression. Notonly that, capital is drawn understanding and an unusual political

but of discipline. The only real remedyfis
the creation of acommon economic, fiscal
and social policy. Butaccording towh

to the ventures which offer the greatest strength of character to stand out against a
profit. There is a disconnect between thetrend which is promoted by the Great and

ideas should this be created: Englanfi’s market and social need. They exist inthe Good of all one's trading partners.

Germany’s, Greece’'s? Compared to 1p0-different realms of reality.

year project sketched out by the
Chancellor, the amending of the Lis

Perhaps a De Valera or a Haughey might
That is in accord with the law of have doneit. Certainly no one in the Irish

N maximising return on capital, which means political establishment was aware of the

Treaty that was agreed is a mere trifle." the markets must deprive even sounddeeper reality of the new Finance whirligig.

Philip O'Connor

economicinvestmentsintherealeconomy Brown describes something of what

of capital. The result of the new policies happened, but draws no conclusions,
of liberating finance has been to cause thebeyond suggesting that Bank bonuses be

Milton Friedman

continued
capitalism used Keynesian supply-side
economics to build social infrastructure,
and were able to maintain expansive
economies with approaching full
employment. Internationally it maintained
President Roosevelt's hard-won financial
regulation, setin place after the prolonged
series of crises which continued for many
years and are collectively known as the
Wall Street Crash of the 1930s.

As aresult of Friedman-type economics,
State capital investment has declined
substantially and there has been an
explosion of individual Credit Card debt,
which has only limited social benefits. It
appears that there has been very little
regulation of this type of debt, with no
effective limit on the number of Credit
Cards an individual may hold. The
European Union has now, belatedly,
understood how potent an instrument
credit creation in private hands is and has
issued theéElectronic Money Institutions
Directive(no. 2009/110/EC). This means
that Electronic Money Institutions must
obtain authorisation from the national
Central BanKin order to issue electronic
money" (advertisement Irish Times,
21.1.11). Whether this Directive is a
prelude to an attempt to turn the monetarist
clock back remains to be seen.

Up to the 1980s it was the State which
created credit for the most part. There was
some private credit creation—Ilargely
through the Banking system—but it was
constrained and restrained.

Relying on Friedman economics, Prime
Minister Thatcher changed all that—and
Americafollowed suit. The State cutback
on building infrastructure, and even
privatised some of the social stock. The
market knew best and would provide for
economic expansion and the health of the
economy.

Private enterprise institutions were
giventheir head. The theory was that they

wrong sort of developments to occur and curbed: in other words, let the merry-go-
to deprive society of the right kind of round start swinging again. He advocates
development.
here seen in the context of what does andsolutions. Thus he remains part of the
does not meet social need. Obviously, problem, rather than the solution.

within the terms of market liberalism,
‘Wrong' and 'Right' are what maximises
profit. And this process has got more andis that private credit creation cannot be
more hectic.

"Wrong" and "Right" is ever more Free Trade and Efficiency as

But the conclusion that suggests itself

expected to behave in a conservative

Ex-Prime Minister Gordon Brown— manner or to meet social objectives.

who played the Thatcher game with gusto A rampant market can only operate on
while in power—has belatedly understood a herd instinct, taking the path of least
some of this. He writes:

resistance. The gadarene swine will all
"Anew and largely unregulated global feed in a frenzy and they will all jump off

financial system developedinthe 20 yearsthe cliff in the same way.

before the crisis and, in arisk-laden world In Ireland, over the past 5-6 years, this

inwhich excessive financial remuneration has meant a flood of money—from home

was at the expense of the equity capital - S .
that banks needed. we had created aand abroad—streaming |_nto speculative
This has not been

wholly new economic phenomenon: property Investment. i
capitalism without capital. entirely wasted. There are some fine

"If | had said in 1990 that global flows buildings and developments which will
of money, which were then around $0.6tn stand the test of time.
(£382bn) a day, would double as the  Butwe also have the down-side results
world economy grew, people mighthave ¢ perd-capitalism.  Worthwhile
believed me, but if | had said these flows investment—such as in broadband by a

would rise by more than 2,000%, few .~ . .
would have thought it possible. In fact privatised Eircom—has been neglected.

something much bigger happened: aAnd now the economy is taking heavy
6,600% increase in global financial flows, hits.

that by April 2010 th fl f . . .
;ﬁjm 2 dgy. pr esewerefiowso Along with Friedman monetarism came

"Submerged beneath the surface wad"n assaultonthe State as an entity develop-
an unseen, unregulated shadow bankinging social forces. Finance capitalism
network that grew in volume to become demanded total freedom in which to
more than half the entire system, and gperate. Even at the moment the financial
operated far outside normal rules and cyisjs hit, regulators were being pressured

procedures.
“Those practices then spread to th eto cut back even further on the controls

mainstream banks, and soon everybody €Y €xerted over banks. This was not
knew the priority was, in the famous Merely happening in Ireland. It was
words of Citibank boss Chuck Prince, 'to happening all around the West, with a
keep dancing' as long as the music wasvery few exceptions.

playing. In these circumstances, to suggest that
_"The reason governments had to Stepne |rish crisis was made in Ireland, which
in during October 2008 was not because |\« hoan the general conclusion of various
government action had itself caused the .

problem but because the music Stc)ploed_reports, is to be totally unreal. The argu-
It was one of those moments when mentused to be whether Ireland was more
markets did not automatically come to a Boston than Berlin. The truth is that, not
safe equilibriumin the manner the familiar only was Ireland switching more and more
old textbooks suggest” Glardian  to Boston mode—Berlin has been doing
7.12.10). so too. And, in those instances in which
Those who blame Fianna Fail and Irish Berlinwas too slow to swing to monetarist

would do even better than the State inGovernments should ponder Brown's jazz, there was the European Court of
providing for social needs. Unfortunately, words. There was a new economic ortho-Justice to hand down decisions to hasten
however, market enterprise can only doxy and most Western countries becamethe break-up of old State economic



institutions, which were impeding the particular enough about what was being Bangladesh can expect some of the
financial whirligig by retaining some social done with the money they were loaning 'lrish’ treatment—money on the loose,
objectives. out. coming in for a fast buck; rising property
Itis generally accepted that the savingsmarket, speculative investments, and the
There is facile talk about Irish Govern- of countries such as Germany—rather tharrest.
ments failing to regulate the banking sectorpeing content with modest returns on offer  During the Celtic Tigger years, Ireland
sufficiently. Butthis was aninternational, within their own economies—went to was looked to as a role-model by aspiring
not a national problem. It was British fyelling the international speculative book. countriesin Eastern Europe and elsewhere.
banks who introduced madcap banking There were other sources of capital too.Now that reality has struck, surely it should
onto the Irish scene. The only way in Private Pension Funds, for instance. Pargo back and explain where it all went
which Ireland could have remained apart of the Thatcher counter-revolution was to wrong and warn others of the pitfalls of
from the financial wizardry coming from  force savings for pensions out of the handsmonetary laxity and the perils of

London was to exclude foreign banks of the State and onto the market. While entertaining Brits bearing gifts.

from operating in its markets—or at least the State looked after nearly all pension

Angela Clifford

to heavily curb their business activities. provision, current Surp|uses could be uged

This would have been against the rules Ofto build infrastructure and generate

the World Trade Organisation and of the expansion needed to fund pay-as-youf

European Union. Ireland would also have pensions. Privatising pension provisi

been punished by financial markets for diverted money instead to the quick-by

daring to stand out against the prevailing merchants.

way of doing business. If we are looking for causes of th
There would also have to have been afinancial crisis, we surely must not forg

willingness in Ireland to forego the luxury the creditor countries and institutions.

life-style that came with a heated-up

economy. There was no such thing atthe With European countries like Irelar

time. And, even now, in the midst of the now out of the frame for the speculato

he

go
bn The following letter was submitted to

ckthe Irish Examiner on 29th January

e Israel No Democracy

et . .
The Israeli Ambassador writes that

"Israelis the only democracy in the Middle
d East"; (Examiner, 19 January). Isitreally?
fs,How can Israel be described as a

downturn, there is no acceptance that the'oving capital is looking further afield, o democracy whenithas ruled over millions

answer lies in returning to traditional countries that might not yet have learr
values—the policy is not being advocated the hard financial facts of life and the ne
in mainstream politics. The hope is that for self-protection—countries in Asia ar
there can be a return to a scaled-downAffica. City AM(London) noted on 22n
version of the Tigger. December that 2010 saw a 16% rise

Itis true that a couple of Governments "global mergers and acquisition activity
in the world did protect their financial in "developing countries" The Lex
system. The Canadian Go\/ernmentCO'Umnin theFinancial Timesoted in &
prevented banks from speculating with piece calledeux Sans Frontiérg&Same
depositors' money. And the then Presidentvith no frontiers, a pun on the global
of Malaysia, Mr. Mahathir—who got aid organisation, Medecins san
nothing but a bad press in Ireland, andFrontiéres)thatthe money menare eye
particularly in thelrish Times for his  countries like Bangladesh, seen a
pains—put in place an excellent raft of "frontier" market! Itis attractive becauy

edof Palestinians for over 40 years in the
edterritories it has occupied illegally and by
d force since 1967, without according them
§ any democratic rights, not least the right
ofto vote? This alone demonstrates a unique
" contempt for democracy which makes a
mockery of the claims of the Ambassador.
While these 5 million people live
without civil rights of the most basic kind,
st the over half million Jews who live in the
L illegal settlements in the occupied West
ngBank can vote in elections to the Knesset
L {the Israeli parliament), while Palestinians
e living in the West Bank can't. This is a

provisions to check the speculative Of"lowyields andlowgrowthindevelopg
incursions of foreign capital. economies, combined with plenti
liquidity [i.e. cash surpluses]":

Gordon Brown mentions the high "Take Bangladesh, where forei

velocity of money—that is the speed with

bd selective discriminatory regime worse than

| the voting system that operatedin apartheid
South Africa.

n Isn'tittime for one person, one vote to

which it circulates in the modern era. But,
even though virtual money moves faster
these days, there still has to be a core of
actual money which forms its base in
reality. The financial wizardry cannot go
on, unless there is a modicum of 'real’
money inthe system. And it can be argued
that this 'real money' is just as much to
blame for the present financial crisis as
the gambling speculators. The savers
may have assumed that the institutions
they were depositing in were conservative,
like themselves. But the institutions in
guestion have been forced not to be.
Ultimately, therefore, the holders of the
‘real money' lent it to the speculators,
attracted by the rates of return. In a way,
it can be said that the careful holders of

real money caused the crisis by not beingpenetrated by Western capital?

investors own just 5 per cent of the stqckoperate for elections to the Knesset for
market, compared with about a third fin everybody who lives between the Jordan
South Korea or Thailand... Butits vast and the Sea and is governed from the

pool of cheap, young labour means thatitk negset? Then Israel might have a claim
stands a good chance of replicating|it

S . .
success in clothing in other light mang- to be a genuine democracy, but not until
facturing and service sectors. Over hethen'
past 30 years, for example, Banglad¢sh
has built from scratch the world's biggest
ship-breaking business. Unlike south-
east Asia in the early 90s or India tod
its transition to a middle-income count|
is entirely unreliant on foreign financi
or portfolio flows... Bangladesh’
inclusion in Goldman Sachs' 'next 11')].

seems merited. On a fundamental lo é_upcomlng events

term view, frontier markets like this se The Athol Books site now features
alot like emerging markets a generatipn Notice Board to which readers are invi

ago: under-owned, under-researched pindo feature forthcoming events. Go to:
generally under-appreciated.”

Under-owned! Not sufficiently

Philip O'Connor

AL
Y

Tell us about

ed

http://www.atholbooks.org/notice.php
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British and Redmondite tendency in Irish ~ The narrative of the ideological super-

society. structure, which includes the media, is
Shorts that the State has ‘failed’. The Irish
FiaNNA FAIL AND THE SUPERSTRUCTURE  bourgeoisie is irredeemably ‘corrupt’ and

But it was the anti Treatyites in the We as a nation are ‘incapable’ of running
form of Fianna Fail who were to become our own affairs. Selective use of economic
the Long Fellow thedominantpolitical forcein Irish society. indicators such as Unemployment and
However, although anti-Imperialism bec- Emigration statistics are used to support

THE BASE AND SUPERSTRUCTURE ame the dominant ideology, Fianna Fail the thesis.

What is the relationship between the failed to seize the commanding heights of It might be said that a critique of the
economy, politics and the mediaor cultural the superstructure. The Universities hational bourgeoisie is in the interests of
outlets? It is sometimes mistakenly said remained Redmondite or pro-British. In Socialism, but nothing could be further
that Marx believed that the economy 1931 therish Pressvas founded to coun- from the current conjuncture of political
determined politics and culture. That is a teractThe Irish Timeandlrish Independ- ~ forces. The alternative to the native control
simplistic interpretation. entbut it was not until the 1960s that a Of banking is foreign control of banking.

The Bible tells us that in the beginning native bourgeoisie had emerged to chal-This is the policy of the current Central
there was the Word. Marx (and Goethe) lenge the dominance of the Anglo-Irish in Bank Governor Patrick Honohan. By
believed that firstthere was the Deed. Thethe Banking, Accounting and Insurance undermining the democratic State, the so-
economic base or structure of society is sectors of the economy. Traditional called Leftis disablingitfromimplement-
determined by politics or the outcome of elements within Fianna Fail disliked this ing socialist policies. For example, Fintan
the class struggle. The ruling class, throughnew development; others saw it as a logicalO ' Toole advocates rule by a technocratic
the State, arrange for the superstructureoutcome of the national revolution. elite which would be insulated from
(media and cultural outlets) to supportthe  The outbreak of warin Northern Ireland democratic accountability. He suggested
economic base. The superstructure givescaused a crisis within Fianna Fail. Jack that Michael Somers (former head of the
an ideological or distorted view of reality Lynch capitulated to the British and National Treasury Management Agency),
(in particular social relations) in order to instituted legal proceedings against his Niall FitzGerald (former head of Unilever)
serve the interests of the ruling class andpolitical opponents within Fianna Fail. ~and Mary Robinson (a former President
the economic base. Thatis also asimplistic Fianna Fail continued to dominate Irish Who cut short her term for careerist
interpretation of Marxism, but it is much politics, but there was a collapse in its reasons) should have negotiated with the
closer to the truth than the economic ideological superstructure. After a long IMF [International Monetary Fund].
determinist view. period of decline th&rish Pressexpired The moral denunciations of Fianna Fail

in 1995. Butthe newspaper had long ceased®y the Labour Party and Sinn Fein have
THE AUTONOMY OF THE SUPERSTRUCTURE to be the paper of the national revolution. nOthing to do with Socialism.

Even in the most Organised of societies From 1970 onwards Fianna Fail survived
the superstructure (media and cultural by adapting to the ideological super- AN ALTERNATIVE  NARRATIVE
outlets) is not purely determined by the Structure rather than attempting to  The weakness of the media narrative is
economic base. Itislativelyautonomous. challenge it. The disconnect between thethat it has very little to do with reality.
However, in Ireland it could be said that ideological superstructure and the original When it is considered that the new Irish
the superstructure ialmost completely Fianna Fail vision has been cumulative. It State inherited from the British alegacy of
autonomous. This particularcharacteristiciSi”UStFatGd by two of the leading contend- famine, debt (from the Land purchase
of Irish society arose from the nature of €rs to succeed Brian Cowen quoting scheme) and some of the worst slums in

from

the national revolution. approvingly fromthe discredited, revision- Europe, it is difficult to see how the sub-
In the early 20th century a native bour- ist historian Peter Hart. sequentdevelopment of the Irish State can
geoisie was beginning to emerge. Under be said to have been a failure. The Pro-

the leadership of John Redmond and the ~ THE IDEOLOGICAL SuPERsTRUCTURE  Treaty element largely eliminated Red-
Irish Parliamentary Party it was making  In last month'drish Political Review ~Mondite corruption in Local Government
an accommodation with British Imperial- Desmond Fennell described the media inin th(_? earlyyegrs of the State. Reformwas
ism in exchange for some very limited this Country as diSplaying]O pOlltlcal continued by Its Antl-Treaty successors.
political autonomy. This presented a pluralism”. In this respect it resembled
dilemma for the British ruling class. On the media in &communist regime or one EMIGRATION
the one hand Redmondism promised aparty dictatorship” However, in other The population of the 26 Counties since
final resolution of the Irish Question on respects the media in this country is thethe First Dail in 1919 has increased from
favourable terms for British Imperialism; complete opposite to its counterpart in a3 million to 4.5 million. Practically, all of
on the other it involved betraying the one-party dictatorship. In this country the thatincrease was in the last 40 years when
Anglo-Irish and, moreimportant, Northern media acts to subvert the State andthe national bourgeoisie was beginning to
Unionists. undermine the national bourgeoisie. assert itself with the help of Fianna Fail.
However, there was a dramatic rupture  Since the ideological collapse of Fianna  The Irish Timebegan an article (8.1.11)
of this line of developmentin 1916, which F4il the superstructure has returned to itswith the statement that emigration had
was confirmed by the 1918 Election. A default position before the national “returned with a vengeance”There
new young, anti-imperialist political class revolution: itis Redmondite (RTE and the followed heart-rending descriptions of
emerged which had no economic power. |rish Independentand openly pro-British  tearful departures at Dublin Airport. Buta
The Treaty split represented a setback for(The Irish Times The distinction relates look at the figures suggests amore nuanced
this new class because the pro-Treatyto the source rather than suggesting anyicture.
element became dependent on the prodifference between the two positions. The 1980s are generally perceived to



be a difficult period for the Irish economy. range of between 4 and 4.5%: in effectfull at State level.

For just over half of that period the Fine employment.
Gael/Labour coalition was in power. By

The political party, in
particular Fianna Fail, is the means by
In 1997 Fine Gael had been in govern- which the policies of the State are mediated

1989 the economy had entered a period ofment for only 2.5 years. The last time thatto the people (and by which the people
“jobless growth”. So while the economy party had served almost a full term was inexert an influence on Government). It is
was growing there was only a marginal 1987 when the Unemployment Rate an essential function of a democracy. In
increase in employment, which was not reached 16.8% and the level of Employ- the absence of a coherent and vibrant

enough to absorb the increasing popula-ment was at 1.09 million.
tion. Accordingly, in1989 emigration had

peaked at 70k in the 26 counties. This
compares to the 12 months to April 2010

REecenT Economic PERFORMANCE
The recent economic performance has

political party political discourse is
mediated through an unaccountable media.

If the leadership of Fianna Fail fails to

mobilise the party to transmit its own

when emigration reached 65k. But the been poor in terms of consumption narrative of its period in Government, it

comparison is misleading.

However, the productive capacity of the
Of the 65k that emigrated in the yearto - .- productive capacity

economy has not diminished. Most of the

will deserve to fail.

April 2010 only 27.5k were native Irish.

So the balance were people returning to
their own country, which hardly represents
a nat_ional tragedy. But how can We_bein the year to November 2010. This
certain that even the 27.5k nauv_e Irish compares with a Euro zone average d
who emigrated can be categorised as; 4o

“folrcet?] emlgrattlon: i 2006. when th Unlike other countries on the Europear
n the year 1o Apri » when the periphery we have returned to a Balanc

economic boom was atits heightand thereof Payments surplus onthe currentaccour

was a _short_age of labour, emigration by The current Budget Deficit was about
the native Irish amounted to 15.3k. So, of 1.5 billion euros less than target for the 11

th? 21722kk Wh?demigrateglinbApril 201tod months to November 2010. Most of the
only 12.zk could concervably be accounte improvement was in the latter half of the

for by a deterioration in the economy. year which indicates a positive trend.

It shoulq also be_ said that n th? 127 There is no doubt that calling in the
m_onth period to April 2010 Imr:ugratlon IMF was very damaging for the Govern-
d'd. not cease. 30.8If<deluded_ SOUI,,S ment. Pat Rabbitte describes the State
arrived on the shores of tifisenighted being“in receivership”. But there are not

Ia}t(ld. Ofsﬂlﬁ 30't8k’ .13'§’k V\I/Eerg Ir|t§h many receivers who would make new
citizens. Sothe netemigration (Emigration capital available to a debtor.

minus Immigration) of the native Irish
amounts to 14.2k.

Notwithstanding the net emigration
figures the population of the country
continues to grow, so the emigrants form
a smaller proportion of the whole society
than they did in the 1980s.

The Republic of Ireland is one of the
most open economies—in terms of both
labour and capital—in the world. The
statistics do not warrant the hysterical
headlines in the media.

increase in Unemployment has been from
the building industry and the retail sector
Manufacturing outputincreased by 14.29

=
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THe PoumicaL  NARRATIVE

In the 2007 General Election the
electorate ignored the media narrative
because it was obvious that it did no
accord with reality. However, in the more
difficult economic conditions of 2011
Fianna Fail has so far failed to give its owr,
narrative.

In recent weeks a line has come from
the media to the effect that Fianna Fail hals
put the party before the country. An
example was on Friday 21st on RTE’S
Drivetime show, when Philip Boucher

Fianna Fail began its current run of Hayes counted the number oftimes leadin
unbroken governmentin 1997. From 1997 Fianna Fail politicians mentioned the party
to the present the economy has grown byand compared it to the number of times
about 70%. Unfortunately for Fianna Fail, they mentioned the country. The resul
eaten bread is soon forgotten. In the last 3yas a four to one ratio in favour of the
years the economy has contracted by abouparty. Ergo, we are invited to conclude
11%. However, the overall figure of 70% from this childish word game that Fianng

THE Economy AND EMPLOYMENT

0
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ETUC Statement:

ETUC says EU Commission must
clarify ‘intervention’ in Irish labour
market

Pay And Europe

The European Trade Uniof
Confederation (ETUC) has requestg
an urgent meeting with EU
Commissioner Olli Rehn following
reports that Commission officials ar
‘intervening directly’ to cut wages ang
change agreed systems of pg

determination, in Ireland and Greecel
The call was made by the head of the

ETUC, Mr. John Monks, who
denounced reports dfiktat pressures
from Commission officials to cu
minimum wages and pensions, to redu
wage ‘rigidities’ and to make labour
markets more flexible in Greece an
Ireland.”

In a letter to Commissioner Rehn—
and copied to other
Commissioners—Mr. Monks pointed
out that such policies trampled ove

“pious Commission statements abodit

the autonomy of social partners, th
importance of social dialogue and th
specific exclusion in the EU treaties d
a European competence on pay”.
Under EU treaties, the Commissio

seniof

A1%
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r
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has no capacity or competence wiLh

regardto pay and pay levelsinindividu
member states. The Lisbon Treat
specifically rules out any such

competence.
Full texts can be found on ICTU
homepage (www.ictu.ie)

Yy

growth for the last 13 years compares veryFail leaders neglect the country in favou
favourably with an EU average of about of party interests.
20%. In fact the opposite is the case. Fianna
From 1997 to 2010 the number of people Fail leaders have acted in the interests of
Employed rose from 1.38 million to 1.87 the State and completely rejected the
million. In the same period the Un- interests of the party. They deserve credit
employment rate rose from 10.3% to forthis. Butthe leadership can be criticised
13.5%. However for most of this period for not keeping its party members
the Unemployment Rate was within a sufficiently aware of what was happening

On-line sales of books, pam-
phlets and magazines:
https://
www.atholbooks-
sales.org

11



12

got smaller over the years.
But even these relatively arcane argu-
ments do not justify Richard O'Rawe's

Gerry and the Hunger Strikers assertion that Adams unilaterally pro-
longed the Strike. Gerry Adartend not
The Belfast Telegraph (Wed., This argument about Adams and the Martin McGuinness, Danny Morrison or

29.12.100) allowed Richard O'Rawe a 1981 Hunger Strikers has been around foranyone else.. Was given the job by the
right of reply to Eamonn McCann. The a while—much of it Richard O'Rawe's Army Council td'advise the prisoners on
BT describes O'Rawe da former IRA  doing. Butonly aninward-looking Belfast a variety of matters" It may be made
prisoner and public relations officer of Republican could make Richard's argu- more explicit in theAfterlivesbook, but
the 1981 hunger strikers'lt plugged his ment. Frank McManus (an implicitly this assertion of O'Rawe'’s is very vague.
Afterlives: The Hunger Strike and the Republican ‘Independent) took the Ferm-He adds that Adamisvas told that the
Secret Offer That Changed Irish History anagh and South Tyrone seatin 1971. Buprisoners were to be the final decision
McCann had written that O'Rawe (like Ed fOf Mmost the constituency's histotg  makers...fnregard to offers from the UK
, . doggie with a tricolour ribbon{asThe ~ Government. This was not particular to
Maloney, presumably in hecret History 99 ; : , .
' _ . Man from the Daily Mailmight have put  the 1981 Strike. Since the Fenian period,
Of The IRA had over-personalised his y Majimig put : :
S it) would have won any election. Itwas so rish Republican prisoners have been an
historical account. Gerry Adams was by : y

. . emphatically a Republican seat that the@Utonomous element in the overall
no means the onRfactor in play" The P y P Movement. O'Rawe claims that Adams
BT was not, here, in the business of

gg'g?ftigpbggigad to tolerate losing it "ignored that edict" This has to do with
enlightening its readers—this was an g : the alleged 'fact' that the UK Government
attack on Sinn Féin. THeelebelieves in

Uls(ltgrls?::t’ t\évfr?émdﬁ;ﬁgstgishgi?e thema-de a solid offer to the Hunger Striker_s
thefiihrerprinzipat least in regard to SF. Renublicans havingwonitin three consec-Wf?ICh they accepted. _W’k;o made this
Ithas not noticed thata number of credible tive elections. The notion that Westmin- © er,tapd on v(\j/hagaluttr;]ontyth Nohew(cjjel:ﬁe
leaders for SF are on the horizon, shouldster could not 'interfere'in Northern Ireland for?tlfamng:l;s éttitl?de t?y?haf(r;o\?gm'meﬁt
Gerry Adams meet his maker. Whether was dreamed up in the mid-1960s to coveryg the previous lot of Hunger Strikers
they would lead it with the steadiness andits back, should the place become UN-must have been to the forefront of most
dedication of Adams, is open to question, governable. Itcould then off-load respon- participants’' minds. And it was they, and
but Sinn Féin is not a one-man-band.  sibility onto the Unionists — who loved not Adams, who made the decisions.

O'Rawe writes abodthe suspicion" taking the blame.) And there is the question of whether or
thatthe 1981 Hunger Strike was prolonged notthe ‘journey into electoral politics' was
to"ensure that Owen Carron would take _Itis surmised that Gerry Adams thought worthwhile. Gerry Adams has gone on to
over the parliamentary seat from Bobby Sinn Féin would have a real fight on its stand for Dail Eireann, and will probably
Sands. "At the heart of the matter was ag?gr?;('jn g‘%;\?vr:tt';‘]'}'ﬁ;?’{e E]’CiUth‘f[Vho d(l)dGSWln a seat and form part of a substantial
British Government offer to settle the ; ght would bloc of TDs. Eoghan Harris is currently

. -_have been with? Frank McManus stood having fits of the vapours at the notion that
hunger strike {the use of the lower case IS4own to allow Bobby Sands a clear run. he may become a Cabinet minister. (If he
probably a BT editorial decision—SMcG} There was no other person or party thatdoes, he should demand Michaél Mc
made... weeks. pfior to the by-election.  could credibly have had a chance of takingDowell's old job as Minister of the Interior.)
Surely there must be a question of the UKthe seat. Whileitis true thatthe 'Nationalist'® .
Government's good faith? The— (as Richard O'Rawe, ifhe has notbeentoo Richard O'Rawe challenges Gerry
ostensible—reason for the 1981 Hungerheavily edited, puts it) vote might have Adams to prove himwrong by agreeing to
Strike was the fact that the British Govern- been split. In this article he gives no Participate in a republican inquiry into
ment had reneged on the agreemenindicaﬁon of where such a threat might the hunger strikes"This brings his article

reached to end the previous one. have come from. John Hume had the!©® @ ringing conclusion. But Richard
Richard O'Rawe claims the Strike was COMmMon sense fo tell the SDLP not to knows quite well thatt fe Is not going to get
stand. (Austin Currie wanted to stand SUChaninquiry (and tiTwould sneer at

prolonged because winning the election” . i _such an inquiry in the event it was set up).
was "an important step in Sinn Fein's 2Jainst Sinn Fein—and presumably fan-="o, o G L Have thought twice
. . e . cied a career in Westminster. Bernadette L ;
journey into electoral politics"He writes (Devlin) McAliskey knew by instinct not before submitting an article to tBelfast
"the fact that the offer {from the UK to stand.) Telegraphwhichis fundamentalist Union-
government—SMcG} was spurned i ist. Itis notinthe business of resolving the
determined the outcome of the election” . The WPI (Worker' Party of Ireland, as gmpiguities of the 1981, or any other,
This was becausenationalist voters” It had lately become), stood but did very jynger Strikes (demonstrated by its
turned out to vote because they were angr;k',f}le damage to SF's vote. Given the refysa| to spell even ‘Republican’ with the
about the situation the Hunger Strikers \OTers Party'sincreasingly stndentant. initial letter in the upper case). Itisin the
in—imolici atuonalism it might have made a small pysiness of destroying Sinn Féin, and it
found themselves in |mpI|C|ItIy because‘ dent in the Unionist vote. Adams may ying an
Thatcher, as ever, wanted to 'toughit out', -« - 1 £ olk  about th has no compunction about publishing
Richard O'Rawe is from Ballymurphy ave had a sort of ‘folk memory" about the materia| by'a former IRA prisoner”

2’ Republican (which tended to mean'IRA)  Richard O'Rawe's backaround makes
and has a reasonably strong Republican;ictories in west Ulster. However, the pis anti-Republicanism gppear more

background. Gerry Adams has a very gepyblican Movement re-absorbed SF in¢yedible than if someone from a Unionist
strong Republican background. Hisfamily 1948 (Apartfrom any other consideration (inthe widest sense) or 'Sticky' background
was one of the half dozen who kept Bel- 3 glance at the results of UK General o 4 British 'spook'—had produced it
fast Republicanism from shrivelling up.  Elections would tell the same tale. Repub-Richard might object to the term ‘anti-
(And Adams was always a "Shinner— licans piled up scores of thousands ofrepublicanism’, butthere s little question
interested inthe social turn Republicanismyotes in places like Fermanagh and Tyroneat Sinn Féin is'perceived as authentically
made in the 1960s—rather than the ('Mid-Ulster' consisted of the rest of Republican, by its friends—and more to
traditional approach of die-hard Northern County Tyrone). In those years Sinn e point, by its enemies.
Republicanism.) Féin's vote in Belfast was very small, and Sean McGouran



what was happening to the youth on the
Falls Road.

When Hacks Catch Hindsight The CPNIwas Protestant-led, and might

be said to have held almost incommuni-

Today's UKGuardian(12-10-10) has  Catholics. Unfortunately this lad went on cado Sean Murray, a former IRA com-
aheadline on page 1RUC Beat Confes- to hang himself when living in England. mandant, and formerly a member of the
sions Out Of Us, Say Hundreds Of Terror old—more nationalist—Communist Party
Suspects which is mainly about the  Spare Riba UK feminist magazine, of Ireland of the 1930s. He was General
Castlereagh Interrogation Centre in Belfastmade the mistake of protesting at the treat-Secretary by name only. To ask about the
and the Strand Road Police Barracks inment of Republican women prisoners in history of the old party was to be snubbed
Derry. It seems The Criminal Cases Rev-Armagh Jail. They were being subjectedand even threatened by violence by an
iew Commission (CCRC) is investigating € Intimate body searches several times &ast Belfast crime family who happened
the miscarriage of justice resulting from &y, whichamountedto sexual harassmenio be also Communist Party members. |
Northern Ireland's non-jury courts, the &"dpsychologicaltortur&pare Rilsoon still don't know why this family was
Diplock Courts, established in 1973. But went out of business through withheld allowed membership.

of course the abuse of prisoners had alreadguPsidies and mischievous propaganda The Socialist Youth League did turn
bout it being a lesbian, man-hating jour-towards nationalism (much to Sean Mur-

begun well before that date. The law was . . . _
: egal' ' dgnr'r] remfemﬁer 3”?1/ na?onal new;— ray's secret delight) while | was amember,
apers fighting for their right to free speech. i i i
inconvenient. Old RIC methods were car- P2PErs fighting Y P under the influence of an interesting young

ried over into the newly formed Northern ~ Many of us knew during the 1970s Protestant who learnt Irish up the Falls
Ireland RUC. about how Republican, Nationalist, and Road and attended the 1916 commemor-

Beatings of non-political prisoners for sometimes, just Catholic prisoners, wereations at Milltown. He was eventually to
drunkenness and minor assault wasbeing treated at Castlereagh. The Britishturn Protestant-Protestant when the
common. Army beganill-treating civilian prisoners Provisional IRA went on the attack,

Inthe early 1950s, a workmate of mine, &S earlyas 1968. On one occasion a suddewriting a pamphlet protesting against the
a Catholic, wentto his local police barracks SWoop was made on the Communist Partykilling of Protestants—even though he
on the Falls Road to report the theft of his Of Northern Ireland, but mostly on its must have known that they were mostly
bicycle. He foolishly went when it was Youth wing the Socialist Youth League the RUC or members of the MI5-directed
dusk. (All Police Barracks doors closed at (formerly the Young Worker's League). protestant death squads and the Ulster
dusk back then.) He knocked on the door,Most of the members were young pefence Regiment (post-B' Specials) or
it was opened by a policeman holding a Protestants, and were also mainly middle-the yister Volunteer Force in British

/45 revolver. He was quickly punched in class. One of them, whom I knew well, ,niforms. Clare Short, the British MP,

then kicked thrOUgh the door and into thethey had had thelr heads Sha\_/ed_ Obvious|y theGuardiancan't get into

street. He spent a few days in hospital.Supposedly against lice—and had insecty,, o4 sphere of a Northern Ireland in
That was the end of the matter. He wasrepellent powder forced inside their . e\or orin time of ceasefire. It does
advised by a Catholic solicitor not to com- clothes. They were politically aware =\, correspondent but he puts out

plain in case worse happened to him. Thisenough to know that this was an attempt to -
solicitor was covertly working for the humiliate them. This happened at one of0 more than the English correspondent,

RUC, and was also a friend of Harry thearmy barracks. They did nothing legal nothing of any worth.

Diamond, the corrupt West Belfast Cath- about their treatment. | gather they felt . .o British armed forces, | am told,
olic Stormont MP. they were being taken seriously and thaty , cannot refuse an order even if that
The Guardiantreats Northern Ireland Seemed to be enough. order is not to your liking. The advice is to
as if it has the same rights as the UK, as if Anyway, they were always aware of carry-out that order and then protest later
it is part of the British political system. It the fearful treatment they couldreceiveat™ = ©° el Brich madia
even uses the same hypocritical even-he hands of the RUC due to the political being concerned about the treatment of
handedness when writing of Nationalist Situation there and its frightful history of prisoners or the miscarriage of justice

and Loyalist prisoners being subject to torture and assassination. Most parents, = ; X
this miscarriage of justice. back then related their own experiences ofduring the war period. As a playwright |

the early 1920s and the killing of whole Pushed plenty of stuff towards themin the
: families by RUC death squads. In actualform of plays dealing with Castlereagh
Everyone in Northern Ireland knows . " o0 it S0 ih League felt they and other obscenities of brutality. Theatre

who were in the majority at these centres o ; e
. ’ managements answered with words like:
though, one tragic case concerns twohad got away with it lightly. : g

Mere speculation'or 'Quite good but
young Protestant teenagers accused of Castlereagh and Strand Road were O tter some reflection not for us thank you'
killing a 28-year-old Catholic accountant. be expected. As young communists intheAt the National Theatre in London (now
At Castlereagh, after being given the full late 1940s we would sometimes be told by lled the Roval National Theatre) | did
treatment, they confessed to shooting thethe more pig-like members of Special Co. co e Royal National Thea re) | di
accountant. Many years later the CCRCBranch what they would like to do with _mana_ge_to getsome_thmg on by contacting
finds out that the accountant had beenus, come the day. Mostly it was crawling its Artistic D|rectord|r_ectly. It\_/vasaabout
beaten for 30 minutes before being shotup the road on our hands and knees likét YOUng Provo and his wedfjmg breakfast
by a Loyalist death squad, whereas thedogs, bleeding from every orifice, sans N a derelict house while he's on the run. I
boys had confessed to just a shooting.teeth. The seemingly softer side of theWanted to show the normal, everyday life
One of the boys' father had kept his sonBranch advised us to emigrate to Australia,Of these young men and women, and how
indoors on the day of this killing because while discussing the latest film and hand- they were just your next door neighbour.
his son had been threatened by soméng out the cigarettes. But mostly we The media theatre critic used words like:
Protestant youths for being friendly with knew we were having it easy compared to"disgusting, ill-judgedetc., without even

13



14

mentioning the theme of the play. This to a hotel in order to meet a Home Office streets of Belfast. It would have taken a
was in 1978. official who turned out to be a Major in long time for me to explain that to him.
Army Intelligence. He had to have a copy

Later | was part of delegation from the ofthe script. If he approved of it,the BBC | had often been told by my agent and
now defunct Theatre Writer's Union bent could have army protection for the filming. others not to keep writing about that
on getting a fair payment for our work. We The Director and | didn't want any of this. terrible place for nobody here cared. But
visited various theatres in London. One in Some scenes were in Catholic areas. We did notice they cared when something
particular had the late Stuart Burges asdecided to approach those who controlledanti-Irish appeared as a script, something
Artistic Director of the Royal Court the areas for permission to film there. We that showed the Provos as psychopaths.
Theatre. He was very sarcastic in his nego-met the UDA and the Provos. Right now there is a play doing the rounds
tiations and began using the word 'provi- Theywelcomed us. Both said the mixed in the UK about Iristerrorists,from what
sional' a lot while looking at més thisa  cast of Catholics and Protestants would bethey call theTroubles.Quite a number of
provisional fee we are looking at? Is this safe in their areas. They controlled thesethese plays have been produced over the
a provisional requestAnd so on. areas and were flattered that we recognisedbast twenty years. It is hard to know what

Afewyears later he died and, onreadingthat fact. But the British Army and the isworse—these psychopath plays or plays
his obituary, I learnt he had beenin British RUC said no, they controlled these areasfrom Irish dramatists who stay clear of the
Army Intelligence, and probably stillhad BBC Belfast backed down after the political turmoil and even apologise for
some connection with the security services.Director had shots fired over his head the odd one they did years ago about
I began to feel l was in a curtain-twitching from what he thought was an armoured something real, which they didn't really
little country. jeep. | was visited by two Army-types in mean..

civilian clothes, where | was staying and | am writing here about dramatising

Theatres in Ireland were no better, warned, in a mock friendly fashion, notto things when they were happening, not
though the Abbey did put on something of go out after dark. The damned script wasthirty or forty years later, when hindsight
mine during the Dublin Theatre Festival nothing revolutionary, merely a study of a and its short memory arrives out of breath.
of 1973—about sectarianism, and eventu-protestant teenage girl, bunking off school, One or two films about the Hunger Strikers
ally a pogrom, in a Belfast factory. Irish and wandering the city, bumping into a may be fine, but what about 1981 when it
media theatre critics were no kinder than Catholic of her own age and being terrified was happening?
their counterpartsinLondon. Later, theatrewhen the girl suddenly crosses herself Thus theGuardian gets hindsight—
there also refused to put anything on aboutafter a bomb goes off in the distance. Awhat the British Army, the RUC, M15/6
Castlereagh or Strand Road. One theatretory kept simple in order to show the and their surrogates, the Loyalist death
Artistic Director even wrote to sayFor  sometimes immense differences betweersquads, did back then. Rake amongst the
fuck sake I know all about it! How about protestant and Catholic though both areashes, it's over, until the next time. And
a comedy.This was when the media was |rish. (I know some Protestants think of what then? Knowing the grotesque Brit-
telling us the Provos were criminals, while themselves as just British without the Irish made situation in Northern Ireland, it will
he knew differently. handle, unlike the Scots who are bothhappen again. Those who want to speak

I know of a few others who also wrote Scottish and British (though lesser sonow),out won't be heard. The media of both
stuff on Castlereagh at the time but neveror similarly the Welsh. The term 'British’ countries will condemn those who fight
had it produced in mainstream theatre, nofis just an umbrella title, thoughitis mostly for the survival of their people by running
anything on any other subject becauseysed by the English meaning English. Buta yellow press campaign against them. In
they had been labelled esmforting the  how in Northern Ireland can you hold an thirty or forty years they will be on the side
enemy. umbrella and be nothing underneath? of justice again, which mostly amounts to

Fringe theatre is no better. Also, fringe  The script was eventually filmed at a few quid being handed out here and
theatre leads you off the beaten track andBBC studios in London, mostofitindoors, there plus some empty words of apology..
very little ever transfers to mainstream part of it with Shepherd's Bush actingasa Do your duty first and complain later,
theatre. Mainstream theatre is very import-five-second glimpse of Belfast. One critic much later.

ant, as you get national exposure that isyondered why ithadn't been filmed on the Wilson John Haire
picked up inthe rest of Europe, the US and

Australia.
Writing serious stuff for television is

TRINITY, ITS WORKS AND POMPS —
no easier. You write something and the
slip in  behind your back on a Sunda

. Inc THE TRINITY ESTATES
morning and erase what they don't like.

BBC Television Centre in London has @
permanent MI5 office looking at stuff ang Atalk by Jack Lane

people. In TV interviews they have fron
sixto eight seconds to erase things you spy Sponsored by

before going out live. You could even bg Church and State Magazine
completely eradicated and be replaced by
someone sitting near the cameras. In tHat

six to eight seconds you are a mele F”day . :l_:l_m February \ 73ODm

recording.

-~ <

In Belfast during 1974 | had a scripf Teachers Club, Parnell Square
that was to be filmed on the streets of the
city. The Director and | were summonegl All welcome




served up an anecdotal social history of
moments of Irish experience, which is
not the same thing. This smorgasbord is
accompanied by many tasty and
perceptive asides from some suggestive
sources"

And he concludes:
"But the reader who wants either
clarification of the minutiae of class

The Missing Middle in Ireland

Itupsets Roy Foster when the existenctenants. It seemed that all socio-economic
of an Irish middle class is queried. In a life centred on them for centuries. But
book review in thérish Timeshe vented they were despised by those above them,
his feelings: and by those below them as well, and they

"The old canard that the Irish 'don't ended up despising themselves—and
have a class system', and indeed havebeing squeezed out of existence between
even been spared the indignity of possesthe tenants and the Ascendancy: they
sing a middle class at all, has been trottedwent into the ‘dustbin of history' with the
out by all sorts of authorities over the past Ascendancy, never to be heard of again.
century or so, often in the most self- Itis rarely noted that the urban tenants
congratulatory way. Tony Farmar, rightly, of |reland, involving about a third of the
will have none of it. His entertaining population, did not get their ownership

book continually set h allegati . ) . .
(tﬂg rgggtlrr]ggeztsfersr# %S“léi S'Cegr?nlgrr;s rights established until after those in the

and then delightedly knocks them down. countryside had been won after along and
Along the way he produces a wide range bitter struggle, and they got their rights

of anecdotal and statistical indications of ensured by the leadership who had won
the existence, economics and self-imagethe Land War and on the back of the tenant

differentiation or the larger picture of
how an Irish middle class perceives itself
and enforces its codes, values and
privileges will have to look elsewhere.

"And the cut-off date of 1989 avoids
discussing whether the subsequent
destruction of the country's economic
reputation by bankers, a supine 'regulator'
and deluded developers may be laid at
the door of a privileged 'middle class'
protected by a no-blame culture of mutual
support. But the answers to that question
lie all too obviously elsewhere.”

Evidently, Mr Farmar's book does not

of Ireland's middie class. It is just a pity farmers' success. Therefore an inspiringdo what it says on the tin for Foster. He
that he never quite defines itMiked up ;4416 class was unlikely to have emergeddoes not make the Irish middle class
about the class divide?Irish Times, . L
January 8, 2011)* from urban Ireland. credible asaclass and, as Foster is insistent
, ) , The Ascendancy leftremnants, but nothere is such a thing, he is naturally
Itis odd that the author fails to define 3 classin any meaningful sense. The Homessomewhat frustrated by the book. That is
the subject, the core issue, of his bookgjers began to shape up as a new middlenderstandable, but it is not the author's
which is so obvious to him—the existence ¢|ass but their reign was very brief and fault. He could never really provide a
of an Irish middle class. However, Foster pafore they even got their Home Rule theyrealistic picture of a chimera.
does not define it either. And it seemSyere destroyed by their misjudgement of As for Foster's comment about the
very odd indeed to claim that something the political realities of Westminster. They current economic situatiotthat answers
exists without being able to define it. \yere quickly replaced by the Republicanto that question lie all too obviously
A middle class worthy of the name pheaval of 1916-21. The War of Inde- elsewhere'this is intriguing. Will Foster
must have certain very definite character-pengence was not fought by a middlebe providing the 'obvious’ answers? Rem-
istics. The English middle class has themc|ass. It was a people's war initiated andember he provided the answers of why we
and the European bourgeoisie has themjaq mjjitarilyin 1916 by a Marxistsocialist, had the Celtic Tiger era. It was good luck!
These consist of a class that has a naturg{ssisted by what any middle class persorThis was the basis of his botakick And
‘middle’role in the life and history of their oy1d consider social outcasts and misfitsThe Irish” (1907). May | offer him a
societies, between ascendancy and'lower_t pest. suggestion for the title of his new book: he

classes and it is usually urban. It must be could retain the same title except change
able to show itself as the historical agent OUur commentators moan about ou:the theme from 'good’ to 'bal?:i‘ |uck%J

and inheritor of the great issues andParty system and complain that it is no . A . . ,
achievements of its sgciety. It must be left-rightand class-based and bemoan thafPPVious, isn't? Just like the Irish middle

L : class.
feared by those above it and be a model foill IS @ vestige of the war over the Treaty.

those below it. It must not be limited to But our political system being a result of *Privileged Lives: A Social History of Middle-
those who happen to be rich but consist of2. Successful people’s war, our political (e ™ 6e5" 9gey Tony Farmar,
those who are superior in a moral sense.divisions are people-based rather than clasg ¢ o rarmar, 368pp. £19.95.
A capitalist class can be simply rich,Pased- _ ,

whilst also being socially challenged and  NOt having read Mr. Farmar's book
transient. A self-conscious, confident have to rely Foster's review to getan id
middle class will be above all that. Russia ©f the content and what Farmar relies
currently has a very rich group of people when assessing the Irish middle class. H
acting out a middle-class lifestyle, but the x@mple, Foster tells us that: The US eats imaginary foes,
most powerful of them have ended up in ~_"More reliable are Farmars usefyl \h,se hand now manipulates WikiLegks

jail orin exile. There is no Russian middle tables of earnings, housekeeping accou 1t20 spread the evil poison of Washingtpn.

class, only a tiny make-believe, imitative ~ &nd records of dietary change; he also Ha .
one. y y a sharp eye for sartorial fashion. But tHe Could the pen be mightier than the swpord

idiosyncratic structure of the book makgs if its point is used to have a nation gofed
it difficult to discern actual patterns of and, when writing, to think us simpletons.
change or evolution in the practice gf The pen as a drone flies to its target.
society were the land struggle and the everyday life.” The rat-droppings of the informant leads
achievement of political independence. It becomes clear that Foster is velyto destroyed villageSempus fugit
The Land War was won by the tenant dissatisfied with the book and does n)ton thejoystick Wh||e greatdistanceimpejes
farmers and cottiers of the countryside. believe that Farmar has proved anythinggyiit, as a dyi,ng family forfeits.

They were not middle class—nor were in particular about the Irish middle callg. ;
they peasants. Then there was indeed whatoster continues: Butdroned from cyberspace a nation ble

m|ght be called a middle CIaSS, known "but what any of this means for the

quite literally asniddlemenr-who operat- 'middle class' goes by the board. By the
ed between the Ascendancy and the |ast, rather perfunctory section we ale

Jack Lane

L
LPSYWARS

ONf you believe all you hear you will eaf
OBl you see'—as the Irish saying goes

Where does an Irish middle class come
into all this? The great issues of Irish

pds.

Wilson John Haire
6th December, 201|O
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CuLTURE IRELAND AND FINTAN O'T oOLE

During the Celtic Tiger era, much was
made of Irish 'culture’ and there was an
attempt to commodify it but the main
thing is that an elite core of Dublin's self-
styled intelligentsia made a packet of
money on it. Indeed some of the now-
media-scorned-bankers/developers hung
their corporate walls with Irish paintings
and bought first edition rare Irish books
on the advice of the now-disgusted-elite.
The only writer who openly supported
Sean Fitzpatrick—at first—he has now
gone silent, as well he might do so when
he realised the financial implications of
his confession, was Colm Tobin. He wrote
that he got a full mortgage when he had no
money or collateral when he came back to
Dublin from teaching English in Barcelona
—he was practically destitute. Culture
Irelandis aquango run by Eugene Downes
in the Department of Tourism, Culture
and Sport, where the Minister is Mary
Hanafin, TD who is now canvassing for
the leadership of Fianna Fail. But, unlike
other Departments which have had
swinging cuts, the budget for Culture
Ireland has been boosted "courtesy of the
'Imagine Ireland' wheeze, which is the
title given to a €3 million backed
hotchpotch of cultural events in the United
States over the nextyear". Asthe Phoenix,
14th January 2011 revealed, Hanafin
herselfhas justbeen over to New York "to
launch the programme of events although
there was no mention of 'Clowns Without
Borders'. The latter have been grant-
aided to attend South Africa, and in 2009
were in Palestine. Their aim is "fo bring
laughter to as many children in the world
as possible regardless of their race,
religion or culture". According to their
literature, Clowns Without Borders
involves "circus performers, clowns,
theatre and street performers, actors and
musicians who offer their skills, humour
and time on a voluntary basis to perform
shows, teach skills and bring laughter to
communities in crisis around the world".
So this is our 'culture', and one can just
imagine its effect. Butthe money is serious
asin2010alone€1.3 million was disbursed
"in grants to artistic bodies, individual
artists and assorted pundits—with the most
disdainful of them all to all things Fianna
Fail—The Irish Times' journalist Fintan
O'Toole receiving €2,000 to travel to
Buenos Aires to 'talk about Irishness'...".

It Is Time

dinner party"while in town promoting
her own—very good memoirs—I| must
confess—calledDeborah Devonshire:
Memaoirs of the Youngest Mitford Sister—
‘Wait for Me!(published by John Murray,
London. 2010). The dinner guestsincluded
Roberts and his wife Susan, Debo Devon-
shire, Daphne Guinness, the dress designer
Oscar de la Renta with his wife Annette,
and the powerfuMogue Editor Anna
THE ENGLISH HISTORIAN,, THE ARISTOCRAT, Wintour. The lady-guests all wore beauti-
& A FORMER LABOUR LEADER fully long evening gowns and looked
Andrew Roberts writes popular best- glowingly wonderful according to our man
selling histories of the British Imperial reporting there. Then he tells hiatler
past—he has no time for the kind of histor- readers that his bodkhe Storm Of War
ian who professionally researches thewon the British Army Military Book of
archives to illustrate the actual horrors the Year for 2010 and that another book of
that Empire always inflicted on native his featured on the A-level history quest-
people. Historians like Nicholas B. Dirks, ion, that he was also a questiorLbmver-
whose mammoth account of India under sity Challengewhich sadly the contestant
British rule was callecCastes Of Mind got wrong by naming Winston Churchill
(published by Princeton University Press as the writer ofA History of the English-
in 2001), or David Anderson, whose Speaking Peoples Since 19@¢hen in
Histories Of The Hanged: Britain's Dirty fact it was himself though he thought it a
War In Kenya And The End Of Empire "trick question".
(published by Weidenfeld and Nicolson  For Roberts, the final part of his article
in 2005), get nothing but contempt from ended with the acknowledgment that
Roberts and his fellow Empire-lovers in Margaret Thatcher is very ill which has
the academies and of course in the Estabbrought to the fore an issue among her
lishment. Robert's latest book—a stomp- friends—
ing success and Sunday Timesbest- "will she be given a State funeral like
selleris calle@he Storm Of Waind even Nelson and Wellington, Churchill and
garnered from Sir lan Kershaw iFhe Gladstone or will the Coalition Govern-
Guardian Books of the Yemb'urb quote mentuse these present straitened C.ir.CUm-
praising it as'a marvel of concision in stanc_esto deny herthatmo_stmagmf_ment
producing a splendidly written, compre- of national send-offs, especially consider-

hensive new history of the greatest conflict N9 the number of Lib-Dem ministers
in history”, i.e. WW2. who would have a say in the final deci-

Roberts doesn't do irony and in his sion? Some of Lady Thatcher's closest

friends feel that if the Government does
TatIerpqumn—ngruqry, \,/0|'306’ No.2, indeed refuse to pay for a State funeral
he writes about interviewing the former

; ! for the prime minister who, after all,
US President George Bushin Dallas about  served longer consecutively in that office
his "superb memoirs"entitledDecision

that anyone since 1827, the whole event
Points He also tells George thite's a

should simply be privatised. If anyone
genuine American aristocrat, descending  Would appreciate that outcome, she
from a long line of New England grand- would.
ees" Roberts said that Bush carfeyer

Buttalking about the Dowager Duchess
allmodestihen he mentioned this saying, ©f Dévonshire brings to mind her superb
"Well, | wouldn't go that far" In a recent

memoirs completed at the grand old age
review of Bush's so-called memoirs, in

of ninety. She is in that tradition of never

) complaining and her frank account of her

theLondon Review of Book&th January  |ife and times leave the reader with a
2011, Eliot Weinberger does such a fine respect for someone who for all the grand
piece of work thatDecision Pointsis titles, and castles had a hard life especially
simply left dead in the water. He names with her husband—Andrew Cavendish—
those involved in the writing of the though she doesn't grumble and only
'memoir' collaboratively ageam DP: obliquely refersto these sensitive matters.
Chris Michel was the young speechwriter She had a very happy childhood and that
and devoted acolyte who went to Yale S€€mS to have sustained her all through

with Bush's daughter Barbara; Seanher “f?' She_—like the trooper she i;—
Desmond, a free lance-editor and the staf'fdoesn tdo misery memoir or as the publish-

L .~ ing trade calls them mis/mems for which
at Crown Publishing (who reportedly paid the Irish truly cornered the market during

$7 million for the book); ateam of adozen he halcyon days of the Celtic Tiger era.
rgsearchers; and scores 'tifusted There are two very important appen-
friends". dices at the end of the book. Appendix 1 is
But Roberts smoozefests the powerful calledPresident Kennedy's Inauguration,
and after Dallas, he was off to New York 1961 But it is Appendix 11President
where the Dowager Duchess of Devon-Kennedy's Funeral, 196that is com-
shire was being given an exclusigenall  pelling. The Duchess describes leaving

Indeed on the advice of his people, the
Taoiseach, Brian Cowen gave President
Obama a copy of a signed limited edition
of Beowulf, translated by Seamus Heaney
much to the furore of the British literary
establishment who howled that Heaney
was trespassing on their 'old English'
literary heritage.



right winger and was a vociferous sup-
porter of nuclear weapons. He was great
friends with fellow naval officer President
Gerald Ford. He was succeeded by Tory
leader Margaret Thatcher as Prime
Minister in 1979 and became Lord
Callaghan dying on 26th March, 2005 on

Chatsworth with Andrew and boarding a Roberts says, the end of Empire finds the
Boeing 707 for Washington. Those on rusting relics of pastglories and sad illegal
board included Prince Philip, Harold army deployments of todathe reality
Wilson and the Douglas-Homes. The rather thanthe propaganda And, as
Prince'kindly invited all of them up to his Private Eye No. 1279, 7th-20th January
seats in the front and invited Prime 2011, doesits number crunching, the £39.7
Minister Wilson to join him for dinner*  million paid to civilian MoD staff makes the ove of his 93rd birthday.”
"I sat next to Wilson with the Prince @ mockery of what the poor soldiers are ve orhi rthday.
opposite, and Andrew sat with the actually paid. During the troubles in Northern Ireland,
Douglas-Homes on the other side of the  But back to James Callaghan and whatJames Callaghan owned a big compound
aisle. Warship's International Fleet Review, in Glandore where he holidayed with the
"My lot started talking about aeroplanes March 2009 reported about him. BecauseJays and others. Beside the former Prime
(a safe subject, | suppose) in such anof "a release of 30 year old, previously Ministerial holiday abode was Sir Tony
incredible, almost technical, way that it Top Secret Documents by Britain's O'Reilly's own holiday compound in
was quite impossible to listen to them National Archives;'we find that there is Glandore—well at least he owned it before
and | found my mind wandering. Wilson an uncanny likeness to therecursor of  the crash—whether he still owns it or not
has such dirty fingernails it put me off the crisis within the UK armed forces of is open to some speculation.
dinner. | wished | was with _Andrew and today" Back in the late 1970s former
the Homes but kept thinking how hay 4 officer Prime Minister despaired at
extremely odd the company and that | he neglect of his nation's defences, but
ought to be interested, but it was impos- 5 et clear no more money would be
sible to be so. Wilson has a level, grating forthcoming to repair the damagé¥like Pr

voice and podgy face with a too small Barlow reports'on the revelations and : ; :
nose. Afterdinnertriedtosleepabit........ . p Paz in 1990, thus ending quite an extra-
considers the parallels between today and

Landing we were metby a'mobile lounge', e ordinary run of European authors. The
a vast bus-like thing with room for many the crisis of 1977 when at least the UK t;-qles5 worthies of the Swedish academy
more people than we were. Our Ambas- Défence Budget was twice what it is in 5t have come to realise, according to
sador, David Ormsby Gore and his wife 2009". The memo, markeWK/US Eyes  piyate EyeNo0.1273, 15th October-29th
Susan, looked red-eyed and worn out, theOnly” and highly restricted, was signed ¢ioper 2010, that there was an obvious
Secretary of State, Dean Rusk, whoseOff by Prime Minister Callaghan with & piaq owards the European regitifteen
face was puffed up, and some othersnoteasking with deep sarcasm, no doubt 4t 16 previous 25 winners were from the
welcomed us on the tarmac and joined uslaced with the traditional black humour of Swedes' home continent—compared to 4
on the bus........ " his beloved Royal Navy: 'l take it someoneg. o ., Africa, two each from North America,

What is interesting is that the Devon- has worked out whether we can defendyg;j, ang Latin America/CaribbeanSo
shires had a close relationship with theourselves'...Mike Barlow as a journalist why Vargas Llosa? Well being a novelist
Kennedys, who visited themin Chatsworth Stated that: ... is helpful—from 2001 every winner bar
and also Lismore Castle near Cappoquin, _11reedecadesago, the SovietUnion's o .o\q pinter has been one but being a big
Co. Waterford. But regarding Prime Euperlorlty m(;ank anfl trtot%p nLt'rtnbl\?;\ST'g name and widely translated less so (le
Minister Wilson's"dirty fingernails", it urope poseda constant threat to "Clezio and Herta Muller were neither

MaARrIO VARGAS LLOSA
Mario Vargas Llosa won the Nobel
ize for literature in 2010. He was the
first Latin American winner since Octavio

wasn't dirt but rather tobacco flake as he The 1977 JIC {Joint Intelligence Com-
was a constant pipe-smoker—but one can
get the rather disdainful whiff of the upper-
class which Deborah's sister Nancy
Mitford so cruelly exposed in her famous
1956 bookNoblesse Oblige

ANOTHER LABOUR LEADER, JAMES CALLAGHAN
As the British mourn the decimation of
their war-fleet with the decommissioning
of the HMS Ark Royal carrier ship and all
her 40 UK Harrier jets, there is much
displeasure and unquietin the Royal Navy

page of the magazine a headitigrom

mittee} report acknowledged that the before getting the nod). Butitis handy that
Russians' ability to mount a lethal non- Yargas Llosa is over 70 and produced his
nuclear strike was better than previously P&t work ages ago as the academy seems
thought, and such an attack would knock inclined to validate theictumthat winning
Britain out of a subsequent wider war terminates careers by picking pooped
against NATO. Callaghan learned that in authors whose creative decline makes it
the event of a conventional war, there highly unlikely they'll surprise it with a
would be only enough Surface-to-Air post-Nobel masterpiece—this, among
Missiles (SAM) for one reload and that other factors may explain the shunning of
the army would be overwhelmed." Philip Roth and John Updike. But Vargas
. . Llosahasalso sensibly followed the pattern
In a boxed enclosure there is on this of earlier laureates from outside Western
Europe and Eastern USA (e.g. Wole

itself. It is estimated that all of those who S@ilortoLord: Ittraces James Callaghan's goyinka, Derek Walcott, Gao Xingjian,
served on her and flew her jet fighters will C&rer in the Royal Navy starting with his v 5 Naipaul, Imre Kertesz, J.M. Coetzee,
face redundancies despite some weaKather as a Chief Petty Officer. Callaghan gng Orhan Pamuk), who have all relocated

assurances emanating from Prime Minister"""!

David Cameron. And the final insult—it
is the French navy—noVEurope's lead-
ing maritime air power," which will
provide cover to the UK when and if the
need arises.

Warship'sinternational Fleet Review,
January 2011 pitches its leading article
Farewell to The ARKwith a stirring
account of its final voyage with stunning
photography of trailing jet vapours and
the powering of a giant carrier. And not
only does it bid a fond farewell to the Ark
but it begs its readers tsave a historic
submarine'already mothballefrom rust
and invading pigeonsWhatever Andrew

n 1944 was __and/or taken campus jobs in the US—he
assigned to the Japanese section of 55 3 home in Knightsbridge and currently

the Admiralty in Whitehall, where he lectures in Princeton
m;‘z/tee?]t;gg'.%emé‘:gﬁ 50; t:ﬁ Eg%g'_ The Academy is also keen on political
y y-Japan. engagement; either via written work or

ing politics in 1945, selected as the Labour . . -
candidate for Cardiff South during a leave _personal involvement (typically as victim-

period—Lt Callaghan was sent to the Far ised, exiled or censored l|)y a repressive
East where he served in the battleship'€9ime) and Vargas Llosa's unsuccessful
HMS Queen Elizabeth. He returned home C@8Mpaign against the corrupt Alberto
and was elected MP in the General Fujimora for the Peruvian Presidency
Election that saw Winston Churchill rep- Might seem to tick that box too. The
laced by Labour leader Clement Attlee, wording of the obligatory bizarre citation,
the young officer soon rose through the praising hiscartography of the structures
ranks serving as Parliamentary and of powerand hisimages of the individual's
Financial Secretary to the Admiralty in resistance, revolt and defeatthplies as
the early 1950's. He was regarded as amuch. Butthere is a puzzle here asghe
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keenly informs us. The Swedes favqur pioneer gay activist and writer, Edward Carpenter's diary entry simply adds to the
figures ranging from the moderate to the Carpenter, asto the possibility of Casementcircumstantial evidence of Casement's
far left, with Naipaul the only manifegt being "homogenic"(Carpenter's word), homosexuality which oddly remains at
reactionary picked since the 1980s; dndmay have "been prompted by rumours setissue.
"Vargas Llosais aright-wingerwhoidenti- in circulation by Admiral 'Blinker' Hall's The gay venue | started in Belfastin the
fied himself with Reagan and Thatcher surreptitious activities?" 1980s was named The Carpenter Club
when running for Presidential office ¢f  Messages to the Foreign Office from although it could now be called the Case-
Peru". This, one hardly needs to remind the British Minister in Christiania (Find- ment Society (or Club), as Brendan Clif-
any readers of thieish Political Review| lay) which mentioned Casementimm-  ford writes he once recommended, without
was when Reagan ran death-squ@d$roper and unnaturaltfelations with his  offending many Republican or Unionist
throughout'his backyard; as he termed Norwegian companion Adler Christen- sensitivities. Exceptthat Casement, unlike
the countries of Latin America and where senwere the firstrecord of the GovernmentCarpenter, was no gay icon.
he and the likes of Ollie North ruthlesgly being aware of this. They began on 29th  Another Tim O'Sullivan question was
repressed any signs of democracy. S¢ a®ctober 1914 the day Christensen went towhether details of the registration of a motor
the Eyequeries— the British Legation in Norway's capital bike purchased by Casement for Millar
"how did Vargas Llosa slip through? Christiania to sell his secrets. Gordon and so recorded in the diaries
What may be significantisthathe publidly ~ Blinker Hall (Head of Naval Intel- were forged to link the two as lovers.
criticised Israel's invasion of Gaza |n ligence) presumably was advised of this  This is fanciful.
early 2009, thereby aligning himselfwith as details of Adler's description sentthrough  The diaries tell of Casement grooming
the liberal consensus rather than the neothe Legation had by early 1915 come to Millar from an early age. Whatever else,
cons. Can it be coincidence that less thanhis attention (p.13Blinker' Hall: Spymaster by the time of the execution in August
two years later the academy chose him,py David Ramsay). However itwas notuntil 1916, Millar and his mother not only

having previously letalmostthree decadesefinitive proof came his way, not just of knew they had befriended a traitor but that
pass since his last acknowledge maior casement's sexual orientation, but of hishe was ahomosexual. On both counts they

novel?"

Or is there another explanation alfo-
gether whicHPrivate Eyewouldn't be too
bothered about? As th&LS [Times
Literary Supplemept 7th December 201
revealed under the block headli
Casement in Pentonville

"Mario Vargas Llosa's Nobel Priz
came at a good moment. He had bgenhis belongingsin London or Belfastemph-
working forsome three yearm a major
novel which was just ready to

in on 25th April 1916 by a Mr. W.P.

e: his capture in Kerry.

activities with boys and men that he acted.had cause to worry, especially as MI5 was
This was after the diaries were handedclosing in.

Tim's speculation suggests far too

Germain of Ebury Street where Casementcomplicated a scenario of MI5 deception
had lodged before the war. That was afterwhen he state'$f a forgery is builtaround
pre-existing circumstances and facts, then

That the authorities, until Casement's these can be used as false corroborative
arrest, were not searching for, and throughdata".

However Millar's full name and address

asises acertain (non-Soviet) complacencywere only provided to London three days
e in officialdom, and, | would suggest, an before the execution, and no mention was

published. The new novel, 'El sueno del indication that London was not intent on made of the young man's sexuality.

celta’ (The Dream of the Celt) based pn using his homosexuality against him.
an epic poem of that title written
Casement himself in 1898."

Basil Thomson, Head of Scotland Yard,

This makes such speculation un-

Thatis until Blinker Hallinleague with  supportable.

The authorities' slight knowledge of

And, because Vargas Llosa debageddotinto full swing, circulating the diaries Millar is confirmed by a letter sent to the
wholly the image of this Irish patriot, te ©OF. more accurately, copies of pages fromHome Office which read:

very Establishment that hung him, in my them. These two were essentially spin
own opinion (JH) made sure thatthe No e|doct0(s who did what the Cabinet could
went to the very writer whtholds—it is, | Not bring themselves to do.

he believes, his rightas anovelist' thatfhe  Hall had earlier indulged in a daft and
black diaries were written by Casemen", fruitless scheme involving the chartering
according to David Gallagher who wrofe Of @yacht, the Sayonara (p. 130 Ramsay),
the review for th&LS Sowe knowthati] and manning it with false American sea-
the exclusive home of Vargas Llosa |in men. It sailed around Ireland seeking out
London's Knightsbridge there lives awriger Sinn_Feiners, although creating more
who has well earned his Nobel laureafe. Suspicion than Intelligence leads.

Julianne Herlihy. © The voyage was partly prompted by mis-
information passed to Findlay by Casement

through Adler, who was by them triple
agent. Such asilly enterprise, compounded
by Blinker's later mishandling of decrypted
intercepts regarding the Easter Rising, not
to mention the Battle of Jutland, suggests

Reader's Letter

Casement:
Forgery Or Fact?

Tim O'Sullivan in hislrish Political

"re Casement's diary: | have ascertained
thatthe individual referred to as 'dear Millar'
in the entries under date May 28th/29th
1910, May 13th/14th & June 3rd 1911 is a
young man named Joseph Millar Gordon
aged 26, a clerk in the Donegall Sq. Branch
of the Belfast Bank who resides with his
mother at Carnstroan —Myrtlefield Park
Belfast. We traced him through the Motor
Cycle which Casement gave him. (One
Cyril Corbally registered a Triumph Motor
Cycle F3044in1910andin 1911 the number
was transferred to J.M. Gordon.) Gordon
has not been interviewed but if it was con-
sidered advisable to approach him on the
subject we could easily arrange to have it
done discreetly."

Such d'contrived narrative'based on

he was not all he was cracked up to be. e motor bike would only work if Millar
The fact that Sidney Parry stayed over-had been known to be gay, even if

Reviewarticle in December 2010 asks me night with Edward Carpenter, an early, Casement never laid a finger on him.

aseries of questions about Roger Casemeitdeed the first, English homosexual activ-
and the evidence that he was gay. He alsist, suggests Parry was gay too, despite his
complains that | attempt to explain away later (chaste) marriage to Casement's
the Government's inaction on pursuingcousin Gertrude.
him on a sodomy chargén terms of Sidney Parry presumably had some
British gentlemanliness and a certain understanding or notion of Casement's
incompetence" nature from their acquaintanceship which
One question he asked was whetheted to the 'homogenic' discussion. | doubt
Sidney Parry's discussion in 1915 with theBlinker was on their radar in 1915. Edward

As | wrote,

"If the diaries were forged, military intel-
ligence was now on a wild goose chase
which could collide with the truth. For if
Millar was interrogated and convincingly
denied any sexual aspect to his relationship
with Casement then the whole conspiracy
could come to grief."

The official paper trail in 1916 then



dies out, leading to a reasonable supposaccused, Daniel Julian Bailey (Beverley), a it ultimately ineffectual, where it matters

ition that, again, the authorities chose notsergeant in the Irish Brigade, who also cam
to be vindictive or ruthless and left Millar ©ffthe submarine in Kerry. This British soldier

€most, in Ireland.
Jeffrey Dudgeon

t

Gordon alone. was simply returned to the ranks and se
abroad despite his weasely responses as

Margaret O'Callaghan reviewing my what he had not heard on the submarine.
book inHistory Irelandin 2003 wrote, After the deed was essentially done, Si
"Jeff Dudgeon claims to have discovered Edward Grey, the Foreign Secretary, insiste
the identity of Casement's Belfast that the diaries were to circulate no further
boyfriend. In this he merely reproduces particularly in America. But did the existing
the fairly dubious findings that | have circulation ensure Casement's non-reprieve a
seen on Kv intelligence files [at Kew], are the British to be blamed for so using them
parts of the case for Casement's homo- AS Brendan Clifford reminds us, using the
sexuality being cobbled together by Hall Masaryk example, whether Casement was
and others in the six weeks before Case-raitor depends entirely on whose side yo
ment's death...The tracing of a bike to were on. But to regard it as inappropriate fo

Millar Gordon was sufficient in 1916 to

the diaries to be used against Casement is
indicate that he was in fact Casement.Sthlnkllke much of the Liberal establishment in
lover, and Dudgeon proceeds on the

London.
assumption that this is the case. His In almost any other country it would
corroboration lies in the Black Diaries."

have been unthinkable NOT to have usg

them. Homosexuality (buggery) was a
This is largely stating the obvious, as crime punishable by life imprisonment,

we know evidence of Casement's homo-even if many Advanced Liberals of thg

sexuality, otherwise, comes from Adler time were acquainted with practitioners

Christensen's statements, and a number abf that criminal vice.

inferences and reasonable deductions. Clifford in November'drish Political

That the Black Diaries are the core proof pa\iewmakes play of one fact only, that
of Casement's sexual orientation is theha American journalist, Ben Allen, who

tWhat is the Cost of
Academic Freedom in Ireland?

y Fromtime totime thixish Timespublishes
letters from groups promoting causes of pne
sort or another and there is a ruling that quch

hdetters contain a sample 6 signatures. Itigngred

bits own rule when publishing a letter on 2Qth
"January 2010 with signatures from over 150
gacademics. They were complaining about|the
dangers to academic freedom from the
implementation of the Croke Park Agreemgnt
+yvhich will consider numbers, efficiencies
work conditions of public servants as part ¢f a
package to maintain wage levels at a tim¢ of
retrenchment. Apparently the freedom of pur
cademics depends on them allocating What
d;ay, security of employment and retirempnt
| benefits they decide to give themselves. Evpry-
one knows their current freedom makes them
the best paid in Europe but there is no evidence
whatever that they produce anymore
anything better than their EU colleagues.

case, but it should not be a problem for his-p. o4 peen shown some Casement dial

torians as the evidence therein is enormougyocumentation in 1916 said. after seein
andthe surrounding details well corroborated. iha diaries themselves in K’ew in 1959

That the Bible carries almost all the
evidence for Jesus has not made it difficult
for historians to accept his existence, or
for Christians to believe in him for two .,
millennia.

The question is repeated by Tim as to
why London did not charge Casement
with sodomy (something which was
bruited about at the time), to destroy his
reputation, not to mention to taint his
cause of Irish freedom.

This was a proposition favoured by
Hall and Thomson. However on grounds
of taste and fairness, the establishmen
was not taken with it. There was also a
paucity of evidence, the diaries and Adler
Christiansen aside. Getting a treason
conviction seemed difficultenoughinlegal

terms. animportant part of the (weak) case again

AIthough no Old Bailey jury would authenticity but it amounts to little if you
have acquitted Casement of treason, theg

form had still to be gone through.

One Norwegian who claimed to have
witnessed sexual activity in a Christiania
hotel was brought to London but he was
not to be used. Adler did unexpectedly
reappeatr, this time at the British consulate
in Philadelphia, offering to give witness

against Casement but before his proposa[hen to give testimony on the subject

was considered he bolted. should be compelled to admit the genuing
Despite the temptation, London largely ness of the handwriting."
restricted its use of the diaries to ensuring  Brendan Clifford wrote in November,
Americadid notinsiston areprieve. Case-"The 1916 affair is about the British state'
ment's revealed instruction to Berlin t0 and he is correct, but the great failing o
encourage German-inspired sabotagerish Republicanism is separation fron]
there, if not Mexican revanchism, had the truth, a failing well-attested to in the
also rather cooked his goose in the US. |gst forty years.
Another example of relative non-
vindictiveness by London was the dropping of ~ Exaggeration, and denial of the obvious
the treason charge against Casement's coill becomes acause of substance, renderi

papers he saw.
The items shown around in 1916, parti
larly in America, seem to have bee

least three of the four diaries or journal
were later typed up by the Home Office

basis of Peter Singleton-Gates's 1959 bo
The Black DiariesHe obtained them from
Sir Basil Thomson who was ironically to
fall victim, in Hyde Park, to a public sex
charge relating to one Thelma de Lava.
U A part of the early 1903 diary was torn
out, perhaps to show around, but it dog
not sound like what the radical journalis
saw. That he saw something dissimilar t
the known diary versions may have bee

John Quinn, the Irish-American oil
company lawyer, art collector and friend
of Joseph Conrad and Casement, wrot|
unhappily, after viewing diary copies
(photographed pages$)here was a great

thatthey bore no resemblance to the earligwvould be decidedly improved if all our Histo

photographs of diary pages although 4t

Those typescripts ultimately formed thg a problem with one University, UCD, at t

et to see the diaries themselves. Thdi
texture and sensation s tellingly authentiq.

esemblance and that if | had there and this 6 million Euro that they say was overp

We take aninterestin the productions
Yacademic History Departments (and the le
of the signatories is Tom Garvin). It is @
considered opinion that the study of Irish hist

Departments were closed down tomorrow
The signatories did not quantify exactly
how much their academic freedom is cosfing
the taxpayer at present and whether the existing
amount was enough to ensure that freedom.
That would be a useful figure to have.
The Higher Education Authority is havjng
he
knoment:

"UCD made unauthorised payments of
approximately €6 million to staff that will
have to be refunded to the exchequer, the
chief executive of the Higher Education
Authority has said. It had previously been
thought thatthe university owed €1.6 million
in'unlawful' allowances paid to senior acad-
emic staff. However, the authority's chief
executive Tom Boland yesterday told the
Oireachtas Public Accounts Committee that
the figure was far higher. 'We're talking about
€6 million over the period of the unauthor-
ised payments', he said.... It emerged at a
previous meeting of the committee that
additional allowances were paid over a 10-
year period without the approval of the
authority, despite legislation that stipulates
approval must be sought" (IT, 21 Jan.).

%)

2=

k
hid
by UCD to some of its staff. But they jare
finding it very difficult. UCD was no douft
exercising its academic freedom in allocatjing
this money.
The minimum that should be done
immediately is to implement Ray MacShariy's
f proposal that the HEA be brought back unjder
Ministerial control. This exercise of democrdtic
responsibility might also be considered by pur
academics as a barrier to their freedom apd it
begs the question—how much is this acadgmic
» freedom to cost the taxpayer in terms of hisjher
enoney and his/her rights and freedoms?

The HEA is currently trying to claw ba
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Concert Rooms on 5th September 1911,
with Delia Larkin as its first General

Secretary. While rousing speeches by Big
Jim Larkin and the "Rebel Countess",

The Second Greatest Event Of 19167

Introduction: Next April will mark the by Yeats an&preading the Neviy Lady ~ Constance Markievicz (later to be that
95th anniversary of the 1916 Rising. Yet Gregory. Union's Honorary President and Vice-
this February also seesthe 95thanniversary But Fred Ryan also had an intimate president, respectively), were indeed
of an event described at the time'msxt ~ association with our own Labour Move- mightily cheered, that night laid the found-
to the Revolution, the greatest event ofment. Formerly a member of James ations for something else that was quite
1916". What on earth could that have Connolly's Irish Socialist Republican special as well. Speeches at the meeting
been? This claimis explored inthe follow- Party, Ryan was to spend more than a yeagvere in fact preceded by a piano perform-

ing lecture, entitledTall Tales of Drama
and Revolution: Liberty Hall and Culture National Independence as EditorTdfe

in Cairo serving Egypt's Movement for ance of national airs and songs sung by
Cathal O'Byrne. And, following the

—the Early Years", which | delivered at Egyptian Standardbefore returning to speechegCathal O'Byrne sang and sang
the Larkin Hedge School, held in the Dublin to become founding National again".

Liberty Hall Theatre, on 12th June 2010. Secretary of the Socialist Party of Ireland
Manus O'Riordan

Delia Larkin's own "Women Workers'

in June 1909, with its Head Office in the Column" reported regularly fafhe Irish

Antient Concert Rooms. Following James Workeron the growing vitality of such

“Next to the Revolution, the Greatest Connolly's own return from the United cultural activities. In the issue of 4th
Eventof 1916'This was how the opening States in July 1910 his first visit was to November 1911, Constance Markievicz
of a newly re-furbished theatre in Liberty Ryan's home, resulting in him becoming herself penned an enthusiastic account of
Hall was described in February 1916. If the Party's National Organiser. But Ryan, an evening of Song and Dance held by the
that description might be considered by conscious of Connolly's need for a living Women Workers' Union in the Antient
some to be a bit over the top, who are wewage with which to support his family, Concert Rooms, in celebration of
to quarrel with that writer's priorities? For went on to persuade the General Secretaryalloween:

it was none other than the architect of theofthe Irish Transportand General Workers'
1916 Rising, James Connolly himself, Union, Big Jim Larkin, to also offer
who attached such importance to Liberty Connolly employment as an official in the
Hall as a cultural centre. Union he had founded only a year previ-
The opening of a new theatre is an ously. Yet Ryan himself was forced by his
event in itself. In an article entitiedhe  own economic circumstances to emigrate
Abbey Theatre's First Secretarywhich  once more in 1911, this time to Britain,
was published in thieish Independerdn  where he would become fatally ill and die
14th January 1955, Maire Davis provided on 7th April 1913. Big Jim Larkin's tribute
a portrait of the person in question, herwas brief and to the point:
own cousin Fred Ryan. She recalled: "Fred Ryan is Dead. A man and a
"I must have been approaching the journalist. We could have afforded to
teen-age when Fred brought me to the lose a hundred of the alleged journalists
(then) Antient Concert Rooms in Bruns- ~ Who pollute the atmosphere if Fred had
wick (now Pearse) Street to see his play, been left a while longer to assist in the
The Laying of the Foundatioysopies of work that requires doing."
one act of which were irretrievably lost Not least among the work that required

when the company subsequently toured | . h
the United States ... Then atlastcame thedoIng was cultural work. Halhe Laying

Abbey. An old friend of Fred's told me of the Foundationsurvived in full, it
recently that he was the first to enter the Would undoubtedly have been performed

pit of the new theatre. He was clutching time and time again by the Irish Workers'

his sixpence (the price of admission) in Dramatic Club that had made its debut on

his hand when the door was eventually the Liberty Hall stage less than four months

opened—by Fred Ryan. To add to the previpusly. What survives of that play

?nomaly_ofthe situation Fred was wearing gives a central role to a character based on

ull evening dress for the supper party to . . .

be given after the performance to celebrate CONNOlly himself, inwhat Yeats described

the long-awaited first night." as"a really astonishing piece of satire ...

of a slightly socialistic tinge"But, with

As Secretary of the Irish National Ryan'sdeparturefromlirelandin1911,the
Theatre Society, founded on 9th Augustimpetus to provide the Labour Movement
1902 and presided over by W.B. Yeats,with a cultural life could not remain
the Dublin journalist and freethinking dependent on just one man, or indeed on
polemicist Fred Ryan had guided the any man at all.
project through to the securing of a perm- It is indeed Delia Larkin, sister of Big
anenthome in a building that had formerly Jim, who must now take centre stage as
housed the Mechanics' Institute in Abbey the key figure who spearheaded the emerg-
Street. Now, on this opening night of 27th ence of Liberty Hall as a cultural centre.
December 1904, in the appropriately re- The inaugural meeting of the ITGWU's
named Abbey Theatre, the production sister Union, the Irish Women Workers'
consisted of two play§n Baile's Strand Union, had taken place in the Antient

"On Thursday evening last, 'All
Halloween', the members of the above
Union abandoned all care and anxiety
and were 'At Home' to all their friends
and sympathisers at the Antient Concert
Rooms. The large concert hall, with its
many jets of electric light providing a
great contrast to the dismal, monotonous
surrounding of the factory, a strange co-
incidence happened, inasmuch that while
men and women of the working class
were enjoying themselvesin the building,
the men of the professional class were
feeding in one of the smaller apartments.
The magnetic influence of the music
compelled some of the latter to stop at the
door of the workers' banqueting hall, and
the expressions of surprise that escaped
their lips proved once again that given
the opportunity the working class can set
an example that might be followed by
those who consider themselves entitled
to all the good things of this world. We
noticed amongst the onlookers the new
Attorney-General for Ireland. Dancing
commenced sharp at8pm, the music being
provided by Professor Morrison's string
band. A most important feature of the
programme was the singing of Miss
Agnes Tracey, a most brilliant juvenile
vocalist. Her rendering of 'She is Far
from the Land' was much appreciated
and foran encore she gave 'The Last Rose
of Summer' (in Irish), and for a further
encoreshe sang 'Coulin'. Mr. Joe Walsh
supplied the comic element with his
rendering, in a style of his own, 'A Smart
Little Bit of a Man', 'When | Joined the
Army' etc. Messrs. Tom Kane, R. Farrell,
Walter Carpenter and Mrs. Hewson also
contributed to the evening's entertain-
ment. The catering was in the capable
hands of Mrs. Wyse Power. Alltoo soon,
like all good things, the end came at 1am
by all present singing 'Auld Lang Syne'.



Many of those presentexpressed the hopeConnolly and Micheal O Maolain" Irish Workers' Dramatic Society had been
that this was only the forerunner of many Fyrther theatrical productions followed broughtover fora series of British perform-
f‘#gcvgjnqgr'lovr\‘/%rse”g'wﬁlt;’egetg?ﬁﬁitt?ﬁton St. Patrick's Day, 1913. There was,ances, commencing at the King's Hall,
the near future—the very near future— howevgr, to be more than one type of CoventGarden, on 8th May, with\_Ni_IIiam
that this hope will be realised.” dramatlc performance staged. In Donal Boyle's Three Act comedyhe Building
. . Nevin's monumental workJames Fundand Lady GregoryBhe Workhouse
T.h's was followed by a New Years Larkin—Lion of the Fold1998), James Ward Delia gave an interviewin London,
Social and Dance and the announcemenp,  yettauthor oBig Jim(1954),The  which The Irish Workemow reprinted,

gfhth_e Iirsé prk?clt(ijce oflthteFIriEh Worligrlsz' Risen Peopl¢1958) andStrumpet City wherein she outlined her cultural
oir to be held on 1st February - (1969)—related: objectives:

This choir, composed of members drawn "L arkin himself was persuaded on one

from the ranks of both the IWWU and the
ITGWU, and accompanied by the latter

Union's band, made its debut a month later

ata'St. Patrick's Day Concertand Dance"
held before an audience d§everal
thousand'n the Antient Concert Rooms.

These successes, coupled with the fact
that at the end of February 1912 the

ITGWU had acquired the Northumberland

Hotel in Beresford Place and renamed it

Liberty Hall, encouraged Delia Larkin to
become even more ambitiousTlime Irish

Workerof 3rd June 1912, she announced

the establishment of the Irish Workers'
Dramatic Club to be based at Liberty Halll.
Her philosophy of life was expressed in
her"Women Workers' Columrdn 11th

occasion to take the part of the Ballad
Singerin Lady Gregory's plahe Rising

of the MoonHis son, Young Jim Larkin,
told me about the hilarious outcome. His
father decided thatthere was no necessity
to learn the lines, because he believed
that in so fine a play they would come
naturally and spontaneously to himinthe
course of the performance. The outcome
was that while he could keep going
through improvisation, the rest were
scuppered. His sister, Delia Larkin, was
the prompter, and the performance deteri-
orated into an argument in full view of
the audience between prompter and
performer about whether the script or
Jim Larkin had the correct lines. The
audience hailed it as the most entertaining
presentation of the season."

November 1912, when she reprinted in
full James Oppenheim's powerful song D
"Bread and Roses'This song had been

inspired by the placards carried by women

Notwithstanding such an occurrence,
elia Larkin's pioneering cultural work
dovetailed with Big Jim's own philosophy
of providing workers and their families

"Wages in Dublin are so low that the
only place the workers could afford to go
was the music hall. | do not object to
music halls, but | thought that if it were
possible to provide them with a more
elevating and interesting form of recreat-
ion it should be done. | started a little
elocution class at Liberty Hall and dis-
covered that some of the workers had a
natural gift for acting. | trained them
myself, having a great deal of interest in
dramatic work, and we produced plays,
learning our stage craft as we went along,
and even getting our own scenery painted
... All the members of my company are
victimised workers, and when you find
that they have enough spirit and courage
to start out on such an undertaking after
being in a dispute that lasted seven
months—uwell, it says something for their
loyalty and enthusiasm. Some of them
had not enough clothes to come away
properly dressed; they are dock labourers,
grain workers, girl factory hands ..."

In August 1913 Larkin had also estab-

strikers in Lawrence, Massachusetts dur- . ; ;

) , ) . withthe widest possible access to the artsjished Crovdon Park as a recreational

l/r\:gn(tgrast %2?|£iigs;rjlgﬁ aor;iiez,tggg ir:ntlge Indeed, Larkin not only confronted Wil- y
. ' . ) .~ liam Martin Murphy as an employer on

history of American Labour. Delia Larkin phy ploy

centre for both cultural and sporting activit-
ies. Accounts by Emmet Larkin and Sean

recruited an Abbey Theatre actor, Andrew :Eg |Cnd|;J Srt;lafl. ;t(ajlc;she gl(lj n\];l\;c;]rgﬁ th":] r? " O'Casey vividly evoke the spirit of those

of the Irish Workers' Dramatic Club.
Already a committed Larkinite himself,
who wrote a regular weekly column for
The Irish Workerover the pen-name of
"Euchan”, Wilson also followed the

for the purpose of housing the Lane
collection of paintings, Larkin emerged
as foremost champion of Sir Hugh Lane.

opposed the construction of an Art Gallery deeply that great Irish working class
playwright Sedn O'Casey appreciated the
monumental achievement of his friend

. and hero Big Jim in enriching the cultural
Theatre became a weapon in thejeq of working class families.

In his

example of Fred Ryan in authoring his industrial struggle itself. At the height of 1945 autobiographyDrums Under the

own Labour play, entitledvictims

Subsequently, during the 1914-15 period
when Wilson had succeeded Lennox
Robinson as Manager of the Abbey

re-named Irish Workers' Dramatic Com-
pany took over the Gaiety Theatre for the

the 1913 Dublin Lockout, Delia Larkin's Windows('Casey described Larkin'ss
man who would put a flower in a vase on

¢ - a table as well as a loaf on a platéi. a
night of 16th December 1913, in order to |otterto my own parents, Kay and Michedl

Theatre, another of his Labour plays, stage afund-raiser for the hard-hitworkers O'Riordan, dated 5th April 1955, O'Casey

: . : . families. On that night, two of Lady
en_t|tled Slough,wnh the |mme_d|acy of Gregory's plays were performed with the
being setduringthe 1913 Dubl_ln Lockout, author's permission-Spreading the News
was staged by the Abbey itself on 3 and The Workhouse WardThe Irish
November 1914 Women Workers' Union also staged ano-

Liberty Is-itagftirsthemfaragdhetlszzzttr;]estrical ther St. Patrick's Night Concert in Liberty
\k;emljgi); h etFr)1 e-ln_ Sh\;s k ‘D €CeMyall and held a series of weekly Saturday
er » when the frish Yorkers' Drama- All-Night Dances in the Hall—embracing

tic Club made its debut with four plays, what was described as bathish and

|\r/1_c[[gd|n9rr\]/v ||Iso(rj1is own fOne Act dfgmlii’ English Dancing—until the season closed
ictims The leading performer was Delia | 14, April 1914,

Larkin herself, and repeat performances

followed on 28th and 29th December. The fund-raising theatrical campaign
Liberty Hall was further used as a cultural was also carried across the water. On 2nd
venue on 6th January 1913, when a NewMay 1914The Irish Workeiproclaimed
Year's Concert was staged including that"Delia Larkin and her Irish Players

also wrote:

"The labourer's little lad and the
labourer'slittle lass should know the shape
of a violin, a piano, and a guitar; should
be in a position to handle them and make
them speak—one or the other of them;
should know something about colour,
line and form in a good picture; and
should be able to read, recite and enjoy
Shakespeare, and all the richness of litera-
ture which is their heritage as well as the
heritage of all the others. Allthese things
that Jim Larkin brought into the fight for
bread; the great Jim Larkin; Jim Larkin
with a loaf under his oxter and a rose in
his hand."

Both of O'Casey's descriptions were

"rousing recitations given by Shawn are in London!The once more re-named variations on théBread and Rosestieme,
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first popularisedin Ireland by Delia Larkin Connolly announced that the following Play by Madame MarkieviczThis prog-
in 1912. night, 20th February, would seégéhe rammewasrepeated the following Sunday,
While the aftermath of the Dublin opening of the New Theatre in Liberty 9th April . A further week later, Liberty
lockout of 1913-14 had primarily takenits Hall" and that'next to the Revolutionit Hall was to be the centre for high dramain
toll on the victimised workers themselves, would be'the Greatest Event of 1918t  every sense, both afternoon and evening.
as well as their families, both the ITGWU was indeed a Gala Openingncle Pat The Workers' Republifor 15th April
and the IWWU had also been severelyand The Bishop's Candlestickwere called on readers to assemble outside
damaged as organisations, and their leaderperformed by the Irish Workers' Dramatic Liberty Hall at"3pm for 4"on Sunday,
Big Jim and Delia Larkin rendered thor- Company, while the Workers' Choir sang 16th April, when, accompanied by the
oughly strained, drained and exhausted.under the direction of John Rogan. An Fintan Lalor Pipe Band, the Irish Citizen
Big Jim set off for New York in October exciting new development was the first Armywould enactth&olemn Ceremony
1914 and Delia left for London in July performance by the Workers' Orchestraof Hoisting the Irish Flag' The Citizen
1915. It was Connolly who, as Acting under the direction of Michael Mallin, an Army in fact mustered a full turn-out for
General Secretary of the ITGWU, persu- accomplished flautistand band instructor, that ceremony which was performed
aded Helena Molony to re-organise theand second-in-command of the Irish before thousands of onlookers.
IrishWomen Workers' Union and become Citizen Army under its Commander-in-  Asregardsthat evening's entertainment
its new General Secretary. Connolly would Chief, James Connolly himself. the advertisement was flvseland First, a
also join Constance Markievicz as one of The following Sunday night, 27th play in Two Acts by P. Kehoe, to be
that Union's Vice-Presidents, while Big February, saw the productiorBifthright, performed by the Irish Workers' Dramatic
Jim Larkin—though remaining on in the a play in Two Acts, andhe Lad from Company in the Workers' Concert Hall. It
United States—continued as Honorary Largymore a comedy in One Act, follow- is not,however, clear whether this play
President. ed by what was described & High  wasactually supplanted or wentoninstead
As an accomplished Abbey Theatre Class Concert"On this occasion the new to serve as an appetising curtain-raiser for
actress herself, Helena Molony also setLiberty Hall Theatre beganto be describeda more significant event. One way or the
aboutreviving social and cultural activities as the Irish Workers' Concert Hall. On the other, the high-point of that Palm Sunday
at Liberty Hall. On 25th September 1915 following Saturday night, March 4th, the evening was the second performance of
The Workers' Republadvertised thatthe programme was repeated as a benefit nighfames Connolly's own pléynder Which
following night, Sunday, would see Lib- for two injured members of the Irish Citi- Flag? A capacity audience rose to its feet
erty Hall stage the first of a series of zen Army; and one night later, 5th March, as the play came to a close and Sean
Concerts and Dramatic Performancessaw the IWDC stage a Three Act play Connollyraised centre-stage inside Liberty
organised by the Irish Women Workers' entitled The Eloquent Dempsewhich,  Hallitselfthe same Green Flag with golden
Union, which would include a perform- once again, wd$ollowed by aHigh Class harp that had been ceremonially raised
ance of Lady Gregory's pldypreading Concert". above the building earlier that afternoon,
the News. A fortnight latdthe Workhouse The Dramatic Company was allowed and as he spoke the closing lines authored
Ward was performed. Such dramatic totake abreakthe following Sunday beforeby his namesake'Under this flag only
productions became a regular fortnightly returning to stag&he Building Fundy  will | serve. Undetthis flag, if need be,
event at Liberty Hall, and among other W. Boyle on 1st March. But Connolly's will | die."
plays performed waghe Recruiting conceptoflinking Revolutionand Theatre  Sean Connolly had also been scheduled
Officeron 7th November. The Christmas together as the greatest events of 19160 take the leading role in a Yeats play at
1915 issue ofhe Workers' Republiwsas  took a further leap forward on Saturday, the Abbey Theatre on Easter Tuesday,
to make the following announcement:  26th March, when the Irish Workers' 25th April, but, of course, he was dead by
"St. Stephen's Night (Sunday Night) in Dramatic Company staged his own play then. There is indeed an added poignancy
Liberty Hall, By Special Request, the Under Which Flag?.This drama was to inreadingthrougfthe Workers' Republic
Workers' Dramatic Company will receive a particularly enthusiastic review for 1916 and knowing how soon after that
produce The Building Fund, to be fom Francis Sheehy SkeffingtonTine  second performance of James Connolly's
followed by a First Class Concert. AU1L \yoqers' Republicon 8th April. The  play as many as four key players in the
pm the Hall will be cleared for an All- . . . -
Night Dance, under the Management of product!on was also fortunate in having early years of Liberty Hall as a cultural
the Irish Citizen Army." the leading role taken by the Abbey Theatrecentre would all be dead—both actor and
actor, Sean Connolly, who had first graceddrama critic in just over a week, and both
the stage of Liberty Hall in the 1913 New musical director and dramatistin less than
Year's Concertand who, asa Commandana month.
ofthe Irish Citizen Army, was now within
a month of acting out the real-life drama
of the Easter RisingThe Workers'
Republicfor 25th March had advertised
Under Which Flag?as "a New Play,
dealing with the '67 Movement, in Three
Acts, by James Connolly"

Such activities at Liberty Hall intensi-
fied during 1916, and became a weekly
event. On Sunday, 9th January, the Irish
Workers' Dramatic Company staged both
The Bishop's Candlesticksxd The Lad
from Largymore Sunday, 6th February
saw a production adncle Pat, followed a
week later, on 13th February, Byhe
Troth andSpreading the News gory in One Act by P. Hogan—aiithe

The Front Room of Liberty Hall no Leadin' Road—a comedy by S. Mac
longer proved adequate for accommod- There could be no quiet normality after Manus". But the real drama was to take
ating the huge crowds that were beingthat. Revolution was now very much in place the following morning, Easter Mon-
drawn to enjoy such productions. During the air. A week later, on 1st Aprithe  day, 24th April 1916, when the Irish Citi-
that same week the Hall itself was fitted Workers' Republiannounced thatthe next zen Army marched out from Liberty Hall
up as a proper theatre. Tlhe Workers' night's production ofthe One Act Comedy —one contingent led by Commandant
Republic,on 19th February 1916, James Uncle Patwould be accompanied Bg ~ James Connolly to seize the General Post

The very last issue of that paper, for 22
April, attempted to give some impression
of business as usual when advertising for
Easter Sunday, 23 April, a Liberty Hall
production of"Réisin's Robe—an alle-



Office, another led by Commandant and his actress sister Mrs. Katie Bar
Michael Mallin to seize the College of who had starred with him ldnder Which
Surgeons, and yet another led by Com-Flag? at Liberty Hall.
mandant Sean Connolly to seize Dublin's As a pacifist non-combatant, Fran
City Hall. Sheehy Skeffington had, of course, kill
nobody at all, and had no intention of e
Sean Connolly would be the firstto kill doing so. Nonetheless he was taken h
in that Rising—shooting Constable Jamesage by the British Army near his Rathmir]
O'Brien as he rushed to close the gate ohome the next evening, Easter Tuesg
Dublin Castle against the insurgents. Andand was among those murdered ing
Seéan Connolly himself would also be the Portobello Barracks on the morning
firstinsurgentto be killed that same Easter26th April by Captain J.C. Bowelr
Monday afternoon. The Abbey Theatre Colthurst, a cousin of writer Elizabe
and Liberty Hall actor was on the balcony Bowen. The two remaining cultural pio
of the City Hall dome raising the very eers whom we have mentioned ws
same Green Flag that he had raised orcondemned to death by a British Arr
stage eight nights' previously, when he Court-Martial, because oftheir leaders
was fatally wounded by a British Army roles in the 1916 Rising. The Director
sniper located in the Tower of Dublin the Liberty Hall Workers' Orchestr

ettrespect to the definition of ‘contraband'
and also that a port or coast should only be
considered as legally blockaded when the
Lis blockade is effective i.e. when a sufficient
ed fleet is there present to enforce it.
er This latter point was important because
pstit was often the custom of the English
es simply to declare a coastto be 'blockaded’,
ayeven when no English ships were in the
idevicinity. This was the so-called 'paper
of blockade'. Such an approach handily
- released the English fleet from all the
th duties incumbent on the blockading party
N- and permitted the Royal Navy to reap all
brethe advantages, free of cost, of sustaining
ny the blockade, like the right of seizure of all
Nip vessels neutral or hostile, whilst not actu-
of ally having to enforce it in practice.
h, When England was in a desperate

Castle. As he lay dying, his head was Michael Mallin, was executed at Kilmain- positionin the American War (at war with

cradled by his fellow Citizen Army officer

ham Jail on 8th May, while the severely- her own colonies and France and Spain),

(and fellow Abbey Theatre and Liberty wounded James Connolly was executedshe momentarily pretended to accept the
Hall colleague) Helena Molony, hisblood on 12th May. Recalling, once agaln, proposals ofthe League of Armed Neutral-
reddening that self-same flag. Peter deConnolly's own description of the openipg ity. However, she was biding her time and
Rosa was to observe in his 1990 bookofanewly refurbished Liberty Hall Theatye continued to seize goods on neutral ships
Rebels—the Irish Rising of 1916at"it as"next to the Revolution, the greatést which, she claimed, were bound for her
was a case of Death imitating ArAnd  event of 1916"the purpose of my talk enemies. When the war with the Thirteen
among the Citizen Army garrison com- today has been to commemorate botl ofColonies was concluded, England refused
manded by Sean Connolly at the City Hall those events. to allow the League to participate in the
were his own 15-year old brother Matt peace negotiations so that the rights of
neutrals in wartime could be enshrined in
treaty and declared the proposals of the
League to be null and void in future.
During Britain's war on the French

Republic an attempt was made to revive
Naval Warfare the 'armed neutrality' of the 1780s by the

In the Seven Years' War (1756-1763) form an 'Armed Neutrality of the Baltic League of the North—in which Russia
England set the precedent that not onlypowers'. The Baltic States had beenWas joined by Denmark, Sweden, Prussia
enemies, but also neutral countries, andparticular targets of the Royal Navy in the @nd Spain. Its requests were moderate and
even allies, had to suffer during her wars. British wars of the eighteenth century Similartothose exercised inthe American

Manus O'Riordan

Part 7

Under the pretext of damaging the because they exported wood and Englandvar.

enemy, all trade was forbidden with both attempted to cut off the supply of wood

enemy and neutral ports and the Royalwartime, lest it be used by other nations

Navy sought to capture every ship thatfor the building of ships.
sailed under a foreign flag. This policy, = The nations promoting the idea

which was consistently followed, resulted 'Armed Neutrality' demanded that Britain

gradually in the eliminating of all neutral give immunity to an enemy's commerc

and hostile shipping and their replacementcargoes carried under the neutral flag an

by the English merchant marine.

During the American colonial war Eng-
land faced a threat to this policy. In the
1780s attempts to promote free com merc$

. 0
of the seas while England was at war were
undertaken by Catherine the Great Ofneutral ships to have the right of going
Russia. This was through a policy of
'‘Armed Neutrality'. Its objective was to
first protect Russian and then other neutral
shipping from Royal Navy attack during
the American war of Independence. In
thisit proved relatively successfulinisolat-
ing Britain and securing the rights of neut-
ral shipping to trade with belligerents as
they chose.

country, and of carrying on trade along

ades should only be recognized whe

than being simply declared.

insisted that 'contraband' be confined to
arms and munitions. That would make
foodstuffs, and wood used for building
urposes (provided they were not destine
rthe Government of abelligerent nation),
afe from capture. They also called for

the unblockaded ports of a belligerent
coasts. And lastly they argued that block-

sufficient naval force effectively bars the
entrance to the blockaded port—rather

M n addition, the League of the North
proposed in 1800 that neutral conveys
should self-regulate themselves on issues
of ‘contraband'. This would involve con-
tracting neutrals sailing in convoy and
(ﬂeclaring their contents on lists if stopped

y belligerent men of war. The advantage
of this would be that it would make it
unnecessary for the belligerent man of
gvar to individually stop and search each
ship for contraband by taking as valid the
statement presented by the warship leading
the neutral convoy.

For the neutral this presented the
advantage of not having its trade interrupt-
ed by constant stop and search and for the
belligerent it meant that they could
oncentrate their warships on the enemy.

But, whilst other powers were prepared
to accept the proposal of the League of the
North, England was notready to surrender

of

ial

to

its

n

These demands mirrored closely thoseits power of stop and search—which it

Sweden and Denmark joined Russia tomade by the neutral powers in 1914-15 inregarded as part and parcel of the process
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of war. For Britain, wars were not just and sea until the Danish fleet was sur-

about defeating the declared enemy. Theyrendered to the Royal Navy, which took it
also involved the opportunity to disrupt Off to sea.

neutral trade and supplant it in the future  David Urquhart was a vocal critic of
with British trade. the 1856 Declaration of Paris in which he

British wars were geared toward the maritime suoremacy by aiving neutral
capture and holding of the world market Marntime supremacy by giving neu
shipping rights in wartime. The following

through the continual disruption of rival is from UrquhartsExamination on the

trading, and stop and search was very=. ;
much part of a war of attrition waged on Wdnt of Search, 1858nd it honestly
describes Britain's policy toward the

neutrals, lest they avail of the opportunity ; i
to increase their share of trade. Armed Neutrality of the Northern League:

believed England had signed away her

The French Republic agreed to respect
this 'armed neutrality' of the neutrals as
the French Monarchy had earlier done,
viewing it as consistent with French
maritime practice with regard to the non-
interference with neutral shipping. But
England declared these demands to be
contradictory to her right to impose order
on the seas in wartime—the order that she
required to pursue and expand her own
commercial objectives.

The League made energetic efforts to
keep the Baltic and North Seas open for
neutral shipping and, in response to British
threats, to close the Baltic to British
shipping as long as England did not agree
to the demands of the neutral powers. So
Britain decided to smash the League of
the North and re-impose its ruling of the
waves.

England took the League of the North's
assertion of Armed Neutrality to be a life
and death matter for England. Lord Nelson,
speaking in the House of Lords in 1801,
put forward the view of it that:

"A proposition so monstrous in itself,
so contrary to the Law of Nations, and so
injurious to the maritime interests of this
country, that if the maintenance of it had
been persisted in, it would have been our
duty never to have ceased war with those
Powers whilst a single man, a single shil-
ling, or a single drop of blood remained in
the country” (The Free Seas in War, p37).

The most notable way Britain challeng-
ed Armed Neutrality was by attacking
neutral Denmark in 1801 without bother-
ing to issue a declaration of war. A British
fleet was sent to Copenhagen and it was
bombarded for days. Lord Nelson declared
that he would set fire to captured Danish
ships with their crews on board if the city
did not surrender. The Danes subsequently
surrendered with over 2000 dead.

The destruction of Copenhagen and the
assassination, in the same month, of Czar
Paul of Russia, the principle driving force
behind the Armed Neutrality, led to the
collapse of the League of the North.

However, Britain was not finished with
the Danes. After the French victory at
Jenain 1807, the British fleet under Adm-
iral Gambier headed for Copenhagen again
and an English army under Wellington
surrounded the city from the land side.
Copenhagen was bombarded from land

"Q. WHAT was the armed neutrality?

A.Denmark had a treaty with England,
and Sweden had a similar one—the first,
from 1670; and Sweden from 1656, signed

the price of her people's blood; and that
the claims of the armed neutrality were
no other than what were allowed by the
rules of her marine!'

Q. How did England deal with this
armed neutrality?

A. England made no concession.

Q. Then England continued to seize
enemies' goods in spite of the armed
neutrality?

A. Yes.

Q. What was the consequence of Eng-
land persevering in this course?

A. Thetotal destruction of the power of
all those who had banded together, and
the annulling by every one of them of the
maxim they had put forth."

in the time of CROMWELL—by which
the old right was positively specified;

consequently, this treaty was a violation | o5 e marked animportant development
of the existing compact with England, as

well as of the law of nations. But there are " the assertion of B”t's,h marmme

circumstances still more remarkable. On @scendancy and her domination of the
the 4th of July, 1788, Denmark had signed world market. It established Britannia's
a convention with England amplifying ruling of the waves against a challenge
the treaty of 1670, in reference to contra- asserting that those who were notinvolved
band of war, which had not been suffi- jn England's numerous wars should be
ciently explicit. In this Convention was _ 46\ved to go about their normal business

inserted, as additional items, hemp and . .
timber, the produce of a neutral Pgwer. without being harassed by the Royal Navy

Four days alone intervened between Den-When Britain went to war.

mark agreeing to this enlargement of the ~ Britain, however, asserted her right, by
restriction of her neutral trade and her force, to prevent the world from going
joining the armed neutrality, which she about its business when England went to
did on the 8th July. war. The world had to stop and wait until

Q. What is the meaning of that? :
A It is this. Russia had found the the wars were won and things had been

moment come for stirring up the armed reordered in England's interest by the
neutrality, and had so completely the Royal Navy.
Court of Denmark under her influence,
that in an hour she made it reverse jts
maxims, its alliances, and its laws. It was The following letter, submitted on
the same as regards Sweden. 20th January, failed to be published
Q. Whatofthe other Powers whojoingd by the Irish Times
the armed neutrality?
A. The next Power that joined wal Protestants in Cork

Prussia—the Government that had just .
put forward and then withdrawn it INn The Early Twenties

retensions... The next state is Spain|.. . .
Eere are Spain, Sweden Francl?a d I endorse Prof Brian Walker's view that

Denmark, swept suddenly round, like 4o the Irish Times digital archive is avaIL_JabIe
many pieces of machinery. | call your resource (January 19th). So too is the
attention to this as showing the complete- Independent archive and that of numerous
ness of Russia in intellectual supremady. local newspapers. They do indeed reveal
This happened in the last century, apda "harrowing picture of what many mem-
will prepare you for what we are coming bers of the Protestant Community experi-
to presently. You will observe that if enced"in the early 1920s.
those Powers had adopted this principle, However, Protestant interpretations of
it was for them to have asserted it whe¢n Protestant experience depend on the time
England was about to make or rengw frame selected: the 1919-21 War of Inde-
treaties. pendence, the Truce period of July 1921

Q. Did Russia assign any grounds fr to Civil War in June 1922, within that the
her course? ) . . unstable interregnum period between Treaty

A. The ground which Russia assigned gpit and onset of Civil war (January to June
was the liberty of the seas, as a law pf 1922), and the Civil War period itself, to
nature and of reason. May 1923. Brian Walker's newspaper
tio%'zgcihlzigar;%eeﬁ%c?ﬁé Sﬂ‘ig‘(if‘npsrﬁgc’s‘; Jcitations refer to the later civil war period.
hitherto maintained? Partition prpducc_ad_ splits in |.I’ISh Protest-

A. She did. In her declaration she sa Santand unionistopinion. Shifting the_mcgs

' ' caused repudiation by southern unionists

that she 'did not hesitate to profess that T .
the war she had undertaken had no Ot]:epf Ulster unionist sectarianism and also

The smashing of the Armed Neutrality

Pat Walsh

object but the liberty of the seas: that s ealienation from British counter insurgency
was supporting the rights of neutrality 4t (Se€ my letter of November 5th 2007).



The 1922-23 Anglo-Irish Treaty splitand degree of self-reflection and reform. That a use for Northern Ireland as a place apart,
Civil War saw unionists who felt betrayed would have been impossible if southgrn which gave it leverage on the South, so the
by Carson and Craig transfer allegiance toProtestants endured experiences remgtelypaper allowed no expression of my view—

the new Free State that emerged victoriouscomparable to those of Catholics generallyang was praised for that by Martin Man-

from a brutal Civil War. | believe the in Northern Ireland from 1920 onwards.
evidence shows that sectarianism couldThat is why Gerard MurphyEhe Year o
be anincidental but not a systematic factorDisappearancesthat attempts to ma
in Southern Protestant experience in thatthis case for Protestants in Cork and
context. initiated this discussion, is a "confusi

It was a harrowing time for various muddle" (review, December 11thj.

sergh. Solwentmyownway. |took little
heed of the latest one-sided discussion
tuntil Professor Walker's letter appeared,
g recommendintan important contempor-
ary source'tegarding the condition of the

communities. The sectarian legacy of Brit- Without mentioning it, Professor Walkg¢r Southern Protestants in the early 1920s:

ish rule lived on virulently and unasham- appears to agree with Murphy's view.
edly in a Northern Ireland incapable of
self-reform. It also emerged as confes-debate this out using rolled up archi

"I refer to the excellent historical archive
However, Professor Walker and | mpy ofthelrish Times. And he gives anumber
al of dates on which Protestant complaints

sional (both Roman Catholic and Protest-copies of the Irish Times as our evidential can be looked up.

ant) and conservative management of aweapon of choice.
southern society that was capable of a

Niall Meehan

Professor Walker and Gerard Murphy

Past And Present

Professor Brian Walker of the Queen's of July 1921: And about the blending of
University, Belfast, had a letter in the supposition and ascertainable fact:
Irish Timeson January 19th on the subject "Murphy asks what if abductions had
of the killing of Protestants in Cork during occurred... The hypothesisisthen treated
the War of Independence of 1919-23. Itas factual throughout the remainder of
followed a letter from Niall Meehan on the book."
the same subject on January 18th. Meeh- Imagine! arrish Timegeviewer dwel-
an's letter followed letters from Gerard ling on ordinary truth in the presence of
Murphy and Mark Charles Nolan by a the higher truth of propaganda in the
longer interval, January 6th and 13th. worthy cause.

These two letters were comments on a But, having got these quibbles out of
review by Murphy on December 11th.  her system, the reviewer recommends the
book, and she doesn't even mention

Murphy's book,The Year Of Dis- Murphy's startling assertion that Josephine
appearances. Political Killings In Cork, O'Donoghue was a serial child murderer.
1921-22(Gill & Macmillan), alleged a
genocidal campaign against Cork Protest- Nevertheless Murphy felt he had been
ants conducted by Florence O'Donoghue badly done by. It was not the business of
Sean O'Hegarty and Martin Corry (later a thelrish Timego raise pedantic obstacles
Fianna Fail TD). It was orthodox history, Of detail against the higher truth of right-
telling the story as invented by Professorthinking historians. So he wrote a letter to
Fitzpatrick of Trinity College and his the paper praising his book unreservedly
History Workshop, which is now the anditwas published on January 6th. And
dominantstory in Irish history-publishing. on January 13th Mark Charles Nolan's
(Carroll Professor Foster laid it down that letter was published, praisirgserard
narrative history is by its nature invented Murphy's meticulously researched book"
and partakes of the quality of the fairy Then,onJanuary 18th, the paper published
story. Let those who would dispute that & letter from Niall Meehan in support of

Trinity history is invented take issue with the review. And, the following day,
their trail-blazer, Professor Foster.) Professor Walker's letter appeared, addin

its weight to Murphy's side! This had all
the signs of a letter solicited by the paper.
And itwas what aroused my interestin the

The little dispute in the Letters' Column
of thelrish Timesarose from the fact that
its reviewer, Caoimhe Nic Dhailbheid, matter.

did not hail Murphy's book as a classicas, | was blackballed by th&ish Times
for example, Dr. John Paul McCarthy of forty years ago because | started a view of

Walker's distinctive view as an acade-
mic Unionist historian is on these lines:

"A belief in the greatimportance of the
past or history in Ireland is widespread.
The Downing Street Joint Declaration of
December 1993 stated that the most urgent
need facing the people of Ireland, north
and south, was to remove the causes of
conflict, 'to overcome the legacy of
history' and heal the divisions which have
resulted... The essays in this book chal-
lenge such views of the significance of
the past... Itis wrong to see our current
conflicts as the result of along, determinis-
tic history or to believe that we have a
unigue history which ties us in a special
way to the remote past"Déancing To
History's Tune1996, pvii).

"History has always been a political
weapon in Ulster, a powerful sustenance
toideological myth, a defence and valida-
tion of unities and discontinuities that did
not exist, and a buttress of divisions and
distinctions that were equally false"
(Ulster: An lllustrated History1989, p7).

"It is a commonplace view... that the
present conflict in Northern Ireland has
deep roots... The essays in this book
challenge this view of the relevance of
the past in Ireland" Rast And Present
2000, pix).

"The idea that the conflict is based on
age old hatreds and long term historical
roots is not only incorrect but damaging.
In its challenge to the importance of
perceived notions of history, this book
asserts the primacy of people to control
the making of their own history today"
(ibid, p x).

It is puzzling, in the light of this, that

Walker should engage agitationally in a
%urrent dispute about the pastinits bearing
on the present, do so in support of an
author who seems to revel in myth, and
present a polemical newspaper archive
expressing the British view as the source
of historical truth.

Oxford University did. The reviewer, not things supportive of the Ulster Protestants  The idea of a present detached from the
properly attuned to the fairy-story mode and suggested that, while Partition lasted,past was something that interested me
of revisionist history for Ireland, is finicky the North should be governed within the longago, inthe 1950s. Inthe backwardness
about factual detail, such as the picture ofdemocracy of the British State which held ofthe rural, half-Gaelic Ireland from which

a paranoid O'Donoghutordering the it, rather than farmed out to the local we escaped—De Valera's Irelandin which

abduction and execution of up to 12 un- majority to act in place of the State. That sturdy youths and comely maidens danced
known Protestant civilians after the Truce did not suit the British interest, which had at the crossroads on Sunday afternoons
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after Mass and courted against the ditchesThere is an Evelyn Waugh novel in which determined that the world—the USA and
on Sunday nights after milking the cows— the hero is lost in the jungle and is savedBritain—shall not conquer it. And, of
| tried to imagine a present disconnectedby an old manwho cannot read but happensourse, failure to subordinate China and
from the past. | did so with the help of to have the collected works of Dickens. free it from its history is a world-historic
Henry Bergson's philosophy and French The herois consigned to the hell of readingtragedy for the millennarian sense of
existentialist novels. (That was the kind Dickens aloud for the rest of his life. Ameranglian destiny.
of thing we used to do then, when we Ulysseswould have been more excruci- A Polish Hegelian of the late 19th
knew no better.) | have been meaning toating. It might serve as negative therapy CeNtury, whose name | forget, secularised
write something about it ever since | in the brainwashing process. theBook Of RevelationsThat is, he held
noticed that Brian Walker was revivingit ~ An individual can of course escape that Its future was scientifically, or philo-
down the road in Belfast at the Institute of from one history by going into another. It sr:)_ph]cally_, kn.O\INat:Ie‘ I_3uthe onlyr/]asserr:ed
Irish Studies. (In Belfast everywhere is does not seem that race—for all .Joyce'st IS In principle, leaving to others the
just down the road from Athol Street.) ambition to forge its conscience—carries technolquofknowmgn. _And e_m_Engll_sh
And | thank the bias of tHeish Timedor ~ social memory with it. But migration economic guru of Marxist origin, Wil
- . ; L " Hutton, went on record a few years ago
prowdmg_ the s_tlmulus to do so. _ fromone _hlstory to another is not possmlethat the State Capitalism developing in

The existentialists puzzled_ overtheideafor a society _that operates a State. Thechinawasan impossibility because Capit-
of a free act—an act that did not follow European Unionwas seen asahaven fromjismis not possible without the culture of
fromthe prior history of the individual; an history by an Irish middle class stratum the French Enlightenment.
uncaused act. And | recall a novel in looking to escape. But there could be no  so, for Hutton, the present is not hap-
which the hero, finding himself alone ina escape from Irish history into European, pening. And Walker sometimes seems to
railway carriage with a complete stranger, because Europe was a combination ofpe on the verge of saying that the past did
threw the stranger out of the speedingnational histories. It had no history of its not happen, or at least that, if the past
train on impulse, in what he took to be a own. Itwas a project of European Christian happened, it was not a determinant of the
free act because he had no reason for it. Democracy—which had a degree of present.

I don'tknow how widespread the feeling common history—whose aim was to
is that life within the chain of causation is establish a European structure that would
@n'goleral_ale. I only k_now that it exists, and prevent England fro_m playing its balance- which | see most clearly is a self-reproduc-
it is a virtual _certalnty that people havg of—pov_vgr_game against Eu_rope. Th<=T C_Olding present. It does not look to the past to
done away with themselves because of |t.War division of the world disabled Britain give itself content. Existentially it just is.

with regard to Europe for about 40 years. and it no sooner is than it was. Itis here

Thereis a Joyce tag about history beingWhen the Soviet system collapsed thetoday and gone tomorrow. But, in the
a nightmare from which he was trying to Timegeflected inaneditorialthatitshould going, it carries itself with it. That is
escape, and another about going into exildbe possible to resume the balance-of-called memory. Human existence is not
to forge the conscience of his race. | don'tpower game. That was about 1990. possible without memory, and the present
understand either. It seemed to me that h&wenty years later the European projectis not possible without the past.
went into exile in order to preserve the as been reduced to a shambles by British About forty years ago English Social-
nightmare, to save it from historical influence, actively assisted by the Irish ism, in a political situation rich with
change. He lived for evermore in middle stratum that soughtto lose itselfin Europe, possibilities of development, undermined
class Home Rule Dublin of the generation e.g., Pat Cox and Brigid Laffan. Now they itself with wild revolutionism. Prominent
before the Great War. He preserved thatare faced with the prospect of being Irish in that self-indulgent revolutionism was a

Dublin forever in a European cult novel again, and they don't know what that is. kind of mad Marxism called Althusserian-
which, after decades of fame abroad, ism, which veered between total Determin-

became saleable in Ireland, and was mad?h;:;:cgggtmare is not the history. Itis jsm and groundless Voluntarism. Out of
the centrepiece of Irish tourist culture and pe. that welter of half-baked notions came the

of the official national culture of the The most ambitious brainwashing tholLllghtthanomal relations are imagin-
Universities. It remains the great unread operation ever undertaken—at least since?lY"» meaning that they are not like the
novel of the world—unread at least in the Moses and the forty years in the desert—relat'on of one b(lck to another in a brick
English-speaking parts of it. A couple of was Mao's Cultural Revolution. Its pur- yvaII._ Out Of. this Cgf“e thednot:jqr) of
years ago | heard a few chatterers on BBOPOSe was to free China from the Confucianga?'nar)é%at'znsgﬂ .|nvefnt: t:a lmogs.
quality radio, who were determined to Millennia. Its immediate effect seems to Li?ecr:trl],lre IateLrJni\(/ers?clr Coolleng E))_uglsi'n)
readUlyssedefore they died and suggest- have been to preventaninstant, narrowly- ublished a book abouX[venting reland
ing ways of getting through it. And, a Pased, capitalist development. Its Iong-puite 2 while ago. and a ?\/Ia ooth
couple of weeks ago, | heard Kiberd on tm effect seems to be a Wldely-bqsedgrofessor R.V Ag Comerford rgcentl
Radio Eireann exhorting the Irish to read cap_nfcahstdevelopmentW|th|naConfuuan ublished, a .hi.stor of Irela1nd as a¥1
it, and assuring them that it was possiblepomIcall and cultural mode. ¥ Y

imaginary nation.
to read it, especially if you did a lot of  Henry Kissinger has recently tried to
skipping. It seems that it is important to explain Chinese development to the West  The conceits of English socialist intel-
have read it, or at least run through it, like as essentially conservative and traditional.lectuals unable to engage with the possibil-
Mark TWa.in in an art ga”ery' China’ a We"_conducted and Stable Stater“es Of the|r aCtUaI WOI’|d haVe been found

_ for millennia, was knocked out of its stride usefulin the revisionist project in Ireland,
The only way | can see of freeing the jefly hy world-conquering Western Which aspires to wipe out the Irish past

present from the past is by means of a vasiyjjitarism. Now, after a brief hiccup ofa from the Irish present by means of mass
and thorough brainwashing operation. century and a half, it has restored itself. Itthird-level education. At the moment

Ulyssesmight play a part in that, as a does not want to conquer the world. It is When the great expansion of education
representation of the past as nightmarea danger to the world only in that it is Was happening, Raymond Crotty, the

My problem about seeing a past that
can be counterposed to the present is that



founder of the Irish Sovereignty Move- was the 1859 Revival—which was past ataste for kidnapping children and become
ment, had an article in the Londdimes and present all in one. It was a greata child-murderer—is an event which hap-

appealing to England to take Ireland in watershed of religious enthusiasm which pened. The formulation of a hypothesis is
hand again, because it was unable to thinlestablished unity of feeling across old an eventinthe mind of its author, is it not?
for itself. Oxbridge responded to the differences without forgetting them. |seem torecall that Mark Twain wrote an

appeal. | am not saying that they did notWalker does not mention it. account of a battle that was not fought, and
begin the 'revision' of Irish history—i.e. "The evidence... about the events of thought it important that he should do so.
the re-writing of it in the British interest— 1641, 1689 and 1690, and when they Len Deighton, a military historian as

before Crotty's appeal. But the appeal become important to Ulster protestants, well as a novelist, wrote about a meeting
must have indicated to them the scale on must lead one to question seriously the petween Churchill and Hitler in June 1940
which it was possible to attempt it. idea of a continuous sense of unionistith a view to ending the war. The
It remains to be seen whether the Nistory, based around these events of the, oggihility of the event arose in the Diary
transplant will be entirely successful— tlg;?ﬂc;r;tttlcr)y{hceogrggelirt]rnt(;rlrgratedfrom of General Sir Edward Speers, who accom-
whether the Irish present can be attached ' panied Churchill everywhere in that
to English history. But it seems that an  Thatof course depends on the meaningperiod. It lay not in what Spears said but
Irish academic without the Oxbridge Of"Unionist”. Unionismbeganin Septem- jn what he did not say. And that seems to
Imprimaturis now seen as a maverick. ber 1798, when the (British) Government pe the method of history-writing used by

. . . proposed the abolition of the Irish Parliam- Peter Hart and continued by Murphy_
Walker is not in the forefront of this ent. Until then the issue was who was to Deighton gave an account of the meet-

development. H_e functions _m Belfast’ be dominant in the Klngdom of Ireland. |ng as fiction—I forget in which novel—
and Belfast, having other things on its The orange Orderwas amilitantopponenthut it had considerablverisimilitude”
mind, is the traditional, conservative and o the Act of Union because it looked to That means likeness to the truth, and was
sensible part of Ireland in these malters.the rish Parliament as the bastion of a quality Dublin Castle required of its
The populace, in its two great divisions, protestant Ascendancy—which it was. forgersin 1920. Itiswhatanovel, showing
lives actively in the present that emergedp;¢ \hen the Irish Parliament was abol- action through character, must have. But
from the past, and Whitehall, since 1tt00k jsheq and the Catholic populace wereit seems that it is no longer needed in
over day to day government in 1972, hasqganised into a political movement for History.

had little success in marginalising the pastihe Repeal of the Union, the Orange Order o N
and creating a vacuous present, deSp't‘?’]aturaIIy took up a Unionist position Murphy writes in a political vacuum.

the vast sums it has devoted to the projechgcayse the internal balance in IrelandTNere is a chapter callethe Political

by way of patronage. had changed. It is only if one trips over Landscapebut there is not a word in it
And Walker's denial of the pastis much \,5rqs through slipshod use of them that@bout the political framework in which

ado about nothing. The first chapter of {his seems paradoxical tronic". the War of Independence happened, and

Dancing To History's Turie 1641, 1689, There is much more of this kind, but without which it seems unlikely that it

1690 And All That He does not actually {hat must be left to a future article. would have happened.

deny that the memory of the events that The book is about how spies were dealt

happened on these dates has exerted a with in Cork City,"a city of spies;'in a

continuing influence on the conductofthe ~ With regard to Murphy, Walker's com-  war without political context.

Ulster Protestant community. He says ingto his aid mightbe described&@enic" "Cork was in many ways still a loyal

little more than that the emphasis on them—because come to his aid he did, even ity even as late as 1919...

in commemorations shifted this way and though his letter uses no names, becauseit ™A large percentage of the people in A
that over the centuries in the light of is a situation in which contextgives mean- Company area had connections with the
current affairs. And he concedes that aing. For Walker the pastdoes notgiverise  Britishforces and police; vested interests

change of emphasis in commemorationsto the present, while for Murptithe past had been established over the years;

did not signify that what was not emphasis- does not go away(p18). shotpkettaperfhwereldhandlmgdb|g Im'“tﬁr{j
. - - . contracts; the soldiers and police ha

ed was forgotten. Murphy's book is frantic stream-of- = 0 i i with the citizens; in fact

) consciousness reflection on the past/
v ?Ur'”g thelgggidfggf thi As_cendancyé present in which all sorts of odds and ends
th(; :J?rz(;:]sd(under Prot)é;"t’aspr']te?}imiyare thrown together timelessly and bome 5 the IRA. Only about one house in

. . - Yalong by sheer enthusiasm. He revealsin eyery hundred could be regarded as pro-
was to be an independent partner in the, preface that it began as a novel, but the |RA"..." (p42. The internal quotation is
Empire, there was naturally a change of , plisher said it would be better as a  from a submission by Sean Healy to the
emphasis in commemorations. But thatpjsiory. She had a point. It does nothave Bureau of Military History).
project was aborted in 1793 and there washe narrative coherence required for a
aturn of events leading to 179%rotest-  yaaqaple novel, or the quality of realism.  Cork was such a 'loyal’ city that in the
ants would soon forget the 1798 rebellion o | suppose that, after a generation 0f1918 General Election it replaced the
inwhich many presbyterians participated reyjisionism, the readers of Irish history- Home Rule Party with Sinn Fein, and
as United Irishmen and remember insteadp ks are well trained in the suspension ofwasnot contested by the Unionists. But it
certain 17th century eventgp4). The igpelief. was a major garrison city which, in parts,
Protestant nation aborted, the Catholic g gays that the books at best a was closely bound up with the British
populace, abandoned to its own devicesiheory o, rather a series of interrelated Army. When Britain, after losing its Home
by the Union, became a separate politicalihegriest but at the same timéall the  Rulefig-leafin 1918, embarked on military
force recreating something like the 17th oyents described here are trueAnd | rule against the democracy, and sought to
century situation, and this was emphasiseds,nnose the supposition that Josephinause its small pockets of support against
in commemorations. But 1798 wast  oponoghue—who had to kidnap her child the populace, certain things followed as a
forgotten. | found that it was still well rem-  grom her fundamentalist Protestant Englishmatter of course when the democracy
embered in 1970. It was just not celebrated.parents-in-law after her husband was killed proved, unexpectedly, to be serious about
One of the great remembered eventsin the Great War and m|ght have acquireditself.

90% of the residents in our area could be
regarded as being pro-British and hostile
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Walker directdrish Timesreaders to
thelrish TimesArchive (putonthe Interne
onfunds supplied by the Irish Governme
for the truth about 1920-21. That, np
doubt, is a simple expression of his loyalty.
But thelrish Timeslike Anglo-Ireland in
general, looked on the 1918 Election and
the Dail as another Irish antic that would

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Was It For This That Madam Denied
Publication?

On 18th November last, anfrish Times editorial rhetorically asked “Was it for this?”
- ’ 4 and proceeded to elaborate in its first sentence: “It may seem strange to some that
be dealtwithas many Irishanticshadbeen  The rish Times would ask whether this was what the men of 1916 died for”. It
dealt with in the past. There was no need provoked an immediate response the following day from a former News Editor at the

to come to terms with the pretentioys jrish Times, Eugene McEldowney, but his short letter, reproduced below, was denied
democracy because it would soon be djs- publication by that paper.

pelled. That was hardly a vantage point
from which the substance of the event
could be seen.

The IRB(Irish Republican Brotherhood] | Dublin employers led by William Martin Murphy. If anything, it is an attack on
"This was a small cadre of men dedicated 9rubby, commercial values of the emerging Irish middle class of the time. Ringd

to physical force as a means of forcirjg bells?
political change'(Murphy, p61). Its aim, Perhaps you should ask your Literary Editor to cast a cold eye over future edi

in fact, was lrish independence. Thatl|is Eugene McEldowney

The line ‘Was it for this’ comes from Yeats's poeédeptember 1913 and has g

Dt

nothing to do with the Easter rising. It is a response to the lockout of workers by the

he
any

forials

what it was'dedicated to!' The British
State ruled lIrish independence off the

voting agenda. Itwould be conceded only The Swiss Constitution, Some Observations
to superior force. Britain thus pigthysical

violence'on the Irish agenda by makingit " For It Is Written .
the only means of achievingindependence.

ni

"Violent action, not political manoeuv-
erings, was theirgame", i.e., the IRB's. In
factthe IRB did alot of political manoeuv-

ring and engaged in hardly any violence

for a generation before 1916.

The IRB, "past masters of the art of
putting together structures that of their
nature depended on secrecgtganised
certain Volunteer units in Corkon a
need-to-know basis", so that

"You know what the fellow said—in
Italy, for thirty years under the Borgias,
they had warfare, terror, murder and
bloodshed, but they produced Michel-
angelo, Leonardo da Vinci and the

Renaissance. In Switzerland, they had

brotherly love, they had five hundred

years of democracy and peace—and what

did that produce?—The cuckoo clock!"

Millions heard; doubtless, some believ-

"the ordinary Volunteer onthe street... ed this travesty of Swiss histérand
was essentially inthe dark as to the reasorachievement.

for his orders.

Since the sources of

intelligence were secret and the transmis-
sion ofinformation was secret, the reasons
for the decision to execute so and so were
also secret. As far as the IRA was con-
cerned, this was literally blind justice.
Those doing the killing were often told a
story that was quite at odds with the
actual background for such executions.
This was necessary, for if someone was
caught after a shooting he would notbe in
apositionto give away the reasons behind
it. He had simply been told to shoot a
'spy’. What the spy had done to deserve
this fate was not the concern of the
gunman... This was a killingystem
death by remote control" (p61-2).

"It is astonishing how little the rest of
the world knows about the way Switzer-
land runs its politics. Even its next-door
neighbors in Europe, though vaguely
aware that it is a deeply decentralized
country, do not really understand the
other, more important part of the Swiss
system—the part that could turn outto be
a model for everybody's 21st century
democracy' *°

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
Swiss CONFEDERATION
In 1787, when arguing for a federal

system in the United States, Madison and
Hamilton described the contemporary

Swiss Confederation: -

Here is a sensible description of an

"The connection among the Swiss

the few sources of contention among a
people of such simple and homogeneous
manners; by their joint interest in their
dependent possessions; by the mutual aid
they stand in need of, for suppressing
insurrections and rebellions, an aid
expressly stipulated and often required
and afforded; and by the necessity of
some regular and permanent provision
for accommodating disputes among the
cantons.”

These contentions were authoritatively

supported in 1915: -

"It was only when the Hapsburgsr
the French threatened the Swiss that they
formed any effective union for the defence
of the Fatherland. Always at variance in
time of peace, the cantons never united
save under the stress of acommon danger.
The greater the pressure from without,
the closer was the union. That truth has
been illustrated several times from the
age of the legendary Tell down to the
glorious efforts of 1798. In a word, the
selfsame mountaineers who live disunited
in time of peace, come together and act
closely together in war, or under threat of
war."®

While acknowledging that the French

cantons scarcely amounts to a confeder-Sncouraged "Helvetic Republic” {1798-
acy: though it is sometimes cited as an 1815} the Swiss historian, William Martin,

S P
instance of the stability of such institu- described it as “inspired by the mathe-
tions. They have no common treasury; noatical concepls of the French
common troops even in war; no common Revolution”.

coin; no common judicatory; nor any  Ppost-Napoleonic Switzerland became
other common mark of sovereignty. They 4 new political entity”."

are kept together by the peculiarity of . N . .
their topographical position; by their In 1914 Dicey, “the founding authority

individual weakness and insignificancy; Of the English co_nstitutioH, described
by the fear of powerful neighbors, to one the USA and Switzerland, dthe two

Army functioning as an Army in difficult
circumstances, as the agent of ademocracy
subjected to the military regime of the
most powerful Empire in the world,
concluding with a bizarre leap into the
language of the horror comic. And thatis
what pretty much of the book is like.

Did the British High Command consult
firing squads about the advisability of
executions?

Brendan Clifford

of which they were formerly subject; by most successful of federal experiments"



He wrote of Switzerland: (Updated to 7th March 2010) is organized of their representatives. Members are
nl7

*"Never was there a country in whichit in six "“titles";”" containing 197 Articles. part-timers, expected to earn their livings
seemed more difficult to produce national Fundamental rights receive due promin-among their electors. The two councils
unity. The Swiss cantons are divided by ence, butin addition, there appear mattersare of equal status and form the Swiss
difference of race, by difference of lang- which might be expected in exclusive Federal Assembly, which is established
uage, by difference of religion. These statutes. Forexample, Articles 76-80dealby Article 148 as".... the supreme
g:ig?ggr?tr;ls éltlalnr:S?rly fgguTé%df I?ifnt;eof with water: forests: protection of natural authority of the Confederatién{v.p.}.

y R and cultural heritage: fishing and hunting  The Assembly makes laws by federal

disunion among the Swiss people which . . . .
in 1914 seemsgalmost incr%dit?le. They and protection of animals. Articles 81-87 statutes or ordinances and federal decrees.

forbade the existence of a common coin- COVer transport—roads, railways and fuel
age; they allowed any one canton to duties. Other Articles deal with housing, DIRECT DEMOCRACY AND
protectthe financial interest of its citizens pension plans, social security, unemploy- "REVISION CLAUSES"

against competition by the inhabitants of ment insurance, health protection etc.
every other canton. In 1847 Sonderbund

threatened to destroy the very idea of of government in which all decisions are
Swiss unity, Swiss nationality, and Swiss AN OpDITY ... made by collective choice of the citizens,

independence. By Article 72.1.& 2. cantons are and notthroggh representa_tives. Direct
"Patriots had indeed for generations responsible for the relationship between —democracy is contrasted with represent-
perceived that the federal union of Churchand State. Withthe Confederation, 2live democracy, anditis widely assumed
i . . that it is feasible only if the body to be
Switzerland afforded the one possible they preserve public peace between the

guarantee for the continued existence of §ifferent religious communities. No gg\é?é?;cérl]sczgnglll}sggaigdib;:g;g?éster
their country. But attempt after attempt qjigion is named throughout the Constitu- inadi i
to secure the unity of Switzerland had 9 g argue that only in a direct democracy is

ended in failure. The victory of the Swiss tion, which makes Article 72.3 conspicu-  there any guarantee that the people are

"{Direct Democracy is} Any system

federalists in the Sonderbund war gave OUS for both content and brevity:Fhe sovereign..." *

new life to Switzerland: this was the one construction of minarets is prohibited?"

indubitable success directly due to the The only qualification of Federal
movements of 1847-48. It is indeed ...aND ConTrADICTION ?  Assembly's sovereignty {above} is that it

happy thatthe victory of the federalarmies  Article 59 requires every Swiss man  is "subject to the rights of the People and
ﬁgﬁgg‘ﬁe t;?qur?hiet;i”F(z)cf-:-\t/r(])?uficraing? do military {or civilian} service. Those the Cantons®

February),/,combined with other move- who evade service are liable to pay a Articles 138 and_139 institute the
ments which distracted Europe, left the SPecial tax. This conflicts with Article 8, fundamentals of Direct Democracy.

Swiss free to manage their own affairs in the guarantee of sexual equality. TheEssentially, 100,000 citizens can propose

their own way. Swiss patriotism and Federal Courts— acompleterpartial revisionof the Federal

moderation met with their reward. "found that the contradiction between Constitution. Article 140 requires that
"Switzerland became master of her  the Articles 8 and 59 of the Constitution these amendments must be approved in

{sic} own fate. Each step in the sub- s indeed 'real', and therefore constitutesreferendum by a majority of the People

sequent progress of the new federal state  a constitutionally enshrined inequality. and of the Cantons.

has been a step along the path leading However, the court also found that this - o -
from confederate union to national  jnequality does not violate the principle There is a further provision, allowing

unity." of equality before the law, as it considers fOF Popular relyievx{ of legislation. Article
Article 59 to be a 'lex special@which 141 provides!If within 100 days of the

Discounting the influence of the French  takes precedence over the general prin-Official publication of the enactment any
Revolution on the 1848 constitution, ciple of equality. Therefore, the 50,000 persons eligible to vote or any
Martininsisted thatits success was primar- ~ constitutionally enshrined inequality eight Cantons request it, the following
ily due to its answering the needs of the stands in conformity to the constitutiol." shall be submitted to a vote of the
time and addressing the needs of the future People"—Federal statutes; Federal
by the insertion dfrevision clausest3in Mitya New opened her chapter on "The Statutes declared urgent with a validity
the federal andin all cantonal constitutions. SWiSS Army” by saying:'The army is  exceeding one year; Federal Decrees to
This combination was a Swiss initiativ@. ~ centralto Switzerland™ Itisaconscripted  the extent the Constitution of the statute
British jurists, who studied the Swiss Militia of up to 650,000 mefiwho serve  foresees this; and certain International
solution of its extreméracial-religious- ~ until the age of 42—say 20 year$. She  Treaties.
cultural” problems, might have seen its POINts to a paradox; in 1994 a study of

potential application to'The Irish ~ Major Swiss companies and Government CONCLUSIONS
Question". Dicey was vehemently against revealed concerns at the costs of officer "No existing society inthe West, except
Home Rule. training for senior managers; yet this possibly for Switzerland, is a shining
training is regarded as an assetin manage- model of a civic society?"
"T HE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION OF THE ment. .
v o Unintended consequences can ensue;

" . Swiss C.ONF.EDEF.QAT'ON . DEMOCRACY forexample, in 1993, the military Chief of
A written constitution is a major

achievement of the democratic state based The National C_)ouncil 's composed of Staff collected the necessary signatures
on the rule of law. Itis the highest law of 200 Representatives of the People electedor a referendum to have a moratorium on
the state. It states the fundamental valuesthrough proportional representation; the military spending?’ (This seems to
of the political community, and it also Council of States has 46 representativesonstitute insubordination, possibly
sets the most important rules, those thatof the 26 cantons (including six demi- mutiny, if another serving soldier voted
make it possible to live together in free- cantons, which function as full cantons, forthe proposal. The Swiss have punished
dom, peace, and security’ but have one representative each). Theenior officers' transgressiofi.

The Federal Constitution 1999 Cantonsdeterminetherulesfortheelection In a direct democracy, expertare
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forced to explain the necessity for change®
not only to a small number of people O the present. 1971 pp.225-6.
(members of government and Federal
Assembly) but to everybody. This is veryun KLUG, F.. STARMER, K. & WEIR, S. The
helpful to ensure that (almost) everybody three pillars of liberty,1996, p.38.
will understand the need for {and potential *

effects of} change™

13
The success of the Swiss democracy is, \62 cit

partly due to its Constitution"sevision

MARTIN, W. Switzerland from the Roman

1'HOBSBAWAM, E. JNations and Nationald
ism since 178(.84.

DICEY, A.V. Introduction to the study of th
law of the constitution, 9th Edn, 1939 p.60

= (D

15 There is a persistent tendency amdn

aware of Ireland’s precarious condition,
Sarkozy would tug away from under our
feet the one carpet that helps us compete
inan otherwise very un-level playing pitch.
We do not have the mass populations or
heavy industries of either France or
Germany, but Sarkozy, who cares only
about France and an EU superstate and in
that order, doesn’t even want us to have

clauses; its comprehensiveness, and theAnglophones to define "confederation" By that.

enthusiastic participation of its citizefts. _ ] )
The "impossible"obstacles to the Swiss Make this heading appear incongruous

triumph of peace and reason have b
mentioned, but it is postulated that

addition the Constitution's architects had Constitution Unofficial Translation, 1998

to overcome the potentidlyranny of the
majority".

was the transformation of the country's ;o "lex specialis derogat generali”

greatestliability, itSpolitical geography*
in into one of its greatest assets.

retaining the independence of cantons
counteracting the huge disparities

populations (largest 1,242,000: smallest
15,000) through the Council of States andz From a 7.1 million population.
in referendums, they achieved a balance= Formerly 52.

and avoided what might have been the*Ibid., p.121 fnl.

"tyranny of the majority”

"... A MODEL FOR EVERYBODY S 21sT
CENTURY DEMOCRACY"
The Federal Constitution of the Swi

Confederation is unlikely to be accepted >’ New, op. cit. pp.122-6.
as an ideal model; ruling élites probably
prefer constitutions which facilitate

governmental control.

"In Switzerland, they had brotherly

love, they had five hundred years

The ultimate Swiss genius 17 A translation is available on the Internet.

contrasting it with "federation" which maly

.0
SCRUTON R.: A dictionary of politica

€€ ought, 1982, p.86.

in 16 K ARRER, P.A. Switzerland’s new Federd

[Supplied by The Swiss Embassy, London]]

18 Since 2009.
—specific
law prevails over general law.
By 20Correspondence, 2010: The Swiss Emba
and-ondon citing The Federal Office for Gend
in Equality.
2L NEW, M. Switzerland Unwrappedl997,

Sy

er

% Scruton, op. cit., p.129.

2 Emphasis added.

27 SHILS, E. The virtue of civility: selected

essays on liberalism, tradition and civil sod

ety. Ed. S. Grosby. 1997, p.97.
ss # New, op. cit. p.135, fn 8.

%0 JUD, M. G. [Ed.] Geschichte-Schweig.
Lucerne, 2004.
%1 1bid.

2MARSHALL, G. The Oxford dictionary of
Sociology, 1998 p.147, citing Sale and D4l
Scruton, op. cit. p.129.
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of

democracy and peace—and what did
produce?"

... Notfive hundred years of democrg
and peace, merely 162 years, inthe ce
of Europe, with enviable prosperity a
direct democracy, which experts ass
was"difficult with in groups larger thar
10,000 and impossible in populatio
above 50,000%

Ruairi O Domhnaill

! Matthew 4:10. "Be gone Satan..."

2 This was added by Orson Wells to Grah

Greene's"The Third Man"[1949] script.

[Wikipedia.]

3In an English coastal county, [populati
750,000] the County Library had two boo
[1951 & 1971] on Swiss history.

4 BEEDHAM, B., United Press Internationd

review of Gregory Fossedal$ie road to full

democracy[2002]

5 Emphasis added.

6 MADISON, J. with HAMILTON, A. The

Insufficiency of the Present Confederatior

Preserve the UniarFor the Independent Joy

nal. Saturday, December 8, 1787. Feder

Paper No. 19.

” The Habsburgs—to Anglophones "Haps
burgs"—originated in northern Switzerland.

8ROSE J.HThe Development of the Europe
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e, [t won't be the PIIGS
< Who ruin the EU

Italmost made me burn with rage when
I heard French President Sarkozy’s griping
about our "low rate" of corporation tax.
With his usual penchant for what could
PMpe interpreted as veiled threats, he
mentioned that Ireland couldn’'t keep
bn coming for EU financial assistance while
ks having a tax rate half that of France or
other EU countries. Let’s be clear about a
l, few things — the financial bailout to
Ireland is not just about helping our banks,
it's also about helping the rest of the
eurozone maintain its stability.
to Were the countries so disparagingly
r- referred to in some circles as PIIGS to
listcollapse, it would bode very ill indeed for
_the whole EU federal project so beloved
of yet another Frenchman of small stature
hn and grand notions.

Nations, 1870-19146th ed.) 1915.

Secondly, it seems despite being fully

Where is the much vaunted "healthy

competition" that these acolytes of the

free market are always baying about? The
fine print of the current IMF / EU bailout
package wants Ireland opened up to even
more external competition. Yet he detests
healthy competition among EU countries
whenitgoes againstthe interest of Sarkozy.

Thirdly, other EU countries may have
higher corporation tax rates but they add
other sweeteners and packages that make
these rates less drastic than they look.

| didn't believe these hypocrites when
we were being promised "no interference”
in our corporate tax rate as a sweetener to
vote Yes to Lisbon Il and time has shown
me right. Having bullied and gotten what
they wanted | knew they would come after
our corporate tax rate as soon as the dust
settled.

Allthis without delivering even a single
of the promised jobs that were supposed
to flow from Lisbon, apart from some new
EU official posts.

If the EU ever collapses, | suspect it

:will have a lot more to do with the

megalomania and greed of certain leaders
than the sorry financial state of the
"PIIGS".
Nick Folley
17th January
Irish Examiner

Due to pressure of space
a number of items
have been held back.
These include,
The Dream Of Sir John Davies
in which John Minahane
takes issue with editorial remarks
on Strafford and 1641, which
appeared in the December issue;
Part 3 of
Philip O'Connor's
Zionism And De Valera
which deals with the legacy of Gov-
ernments stretching fromAiken to
Haughey; and Ted O'Sullivan's
The Inconvenient Roger Casement




got into the property bubble too. Corrupt- frenzy and we had the stark raving mad
ion became widespread. Far more Planningsight of Cork University buildings includ-

Does Permissions were granted than the needing the Glucksman Art Gallery goingder

It of the population warranted—however wateras it was built on the flood plains of
Stack much that was falsely projected upwards.the River Lee which nearly always burst

Up Flood-plains near every town and village its banks in floods, as it did once more last

? in Ireland were builtupon. The people, the year. Engineers? Planners? Really?
majority of people with access to bank Andevennow we still have economists
CeLmic TiGER: RISE AND FALL money went mad. So did the bankers whowho are ignoring the lessons of the 1929
It was Jack Lynch as Taoiseach, andstarted borrowing enormous sums of Wall Street Crash which resulted in twenty
Martin O'Donoghue as his economic money from the UK, Germany, France, or thirty years of depression. Now it is
adviser who did the deed. It was they whoand Spain etc. Every bank was borrowingsomehow "different” they say. The evid-
bought off the voters of this country by from each other across Europe. And theence says otherwise. The builtenvironment
offering to do away witfRates on Private  price of houses kept rising. Eventually by js now factually sufficient for the next
Housing. Rates were based on the rateabl@004, the bank's auditors joined the merryiry or forty years. There are much more
Value of the house and largely based onthrong as if they too were intoxicated. SO yhan enough houses, shops, offices etc. to
the cubic capacity—the number of squaredid the regulators who ceased to regulatg, g s 5 jifetime literally. Maybe even for
feet in the house and the height of thethebanksandthe construction companies, p,,,qreq years. But of course that is not
ceilings. Immediately the Rates were done | € media joined in to extol the new way . oiedging the inherent unstable
away with—people started building bigger 10 96t rich—buy propertylThe media e otihe building workiitself carried
and more expensive houses. Mortgages"'s ¢ being bought in through the vast out during the Celtic Tiger era. Most of

. tisi id f t lop-
got bigger too; 60% mortgages becamegfls\/earlﬁ't?(?ngzg ;;gﬁstgge; y develop Hgat highly skilled work was carried out
0 0 0 , gents and t 2 . .
70%, then 70% became 80% of the value, - by foreign labourers without skills of any

of the house. Eventually mortgages rose™ "y .\ io had spread throughout thekindand sothere are already whole housing
to 100%. And then to 110% when the body politic into the wider community. €states that are ghost estates essentially
value Of Carpets and fitted kitchens were Property was good andso property abroa(ﬁither because they were never finished or
taken into account. The bankers woke Upy a5 the next big thing—Irish speculators the work was so catastrophically bad that
tothe enticing prospects andthrew cautiongq developers spread to the UK, Francethey can never be used as dwellings. Al
to the winds: the new market became thePortugaI, Spain, Croatia, USA and other the expensive use sfarce resourcethat
‘Property Market'. Commercial andindust- myriad countries. Our developers didn't wereimportedinto this country for these
rial loans had to take a back seat; all thethink small. They borrowed in hundreds developments will end up being pulled
resources of the Irish economy becameof millions for golf-courses, luxury hotels, down—there is no other way as not only
focussed on 'Property Loans' and ‘Carnew shopping malls and skyscrapers acrosare they unsightly but they are very poorly
Loans'. Most of the money, sorry, the Ireland and the rest of the world. Our structured and are already falling down
finance, went abroad because most of theegulators, politicians, bank directors and and thus likely to cause serious injury or
ingredients had to be imported and thebank general managers know all of this— death to our people.

wages were hugely paid to Poles andindeed they joined in it, so eager was  one example of how our Government—
Turks who sent the money home and of€éveryone for a piece of the action. As did including the Green Party—is still not
course Ireland does not make cars. Staténe troops of economists employed by yetting the message is tbar scrappage
revenue went up—Value Added Tax, Panks, trade unions, industry organis- gopeme Irelandmports cars—we do not
stamp duties, PAYE taxes, import duties. 8tions, political partiest al. manufacture them. Why was this kind of
The Government had brimming buckets ~ What a useless person is an economisiad scheme adopted? It doesn't stack up
of money and it had to be spent on bench-without commonsense. Taoiseach Brianand there is reason to suspect that Fianna
marking invisible benches and in funding Cowen has eight advisors—excessively Fajl and the Greens have friends who have
unnecessary expenses and allowances foiemunerated—as is he himself—and all yyge car dealerships who are well known
TDs, judges, Senators, Ministers, public of them not only watched as Ireland was 5 ces even on our TV screens. These people
servants and for alexcept the self- runintothe groundbutalso, ifrumourhas 44 ot employ enough workers to make it
employed who got nothing except what it correctly, many of them invested in the advantageous to our economy so the ques-
they could earn themselves by their own Property bubble too. The same with the 4., o mainswhy adopt it? Ifthe Greens
enterprise. So the self-employed put theirformer Taoiseach Bertie Ahern and his oo "soious about the environment—

childreninto the pubic service and into the lteam bef?fe hllm- |:callhstacks up to a very they wouldn't hassle the small car owners
law or medicine—anything other than 'amentable tale. Of what use is an econo-

. . . ; of this country into endless test-centres in
. ; mics degree which provides the skill to L2 .
running a small self-em.ployed busmess'chartlastgyear'secongmy but ours didnt ©rder to discriminate against the poorer
Even the farmers and fishermen wantedg, o\ that Neither did they mark the €l€ments of society who cannot afford
out: over 50% of them are mainly in

: : numbers that not only suggested butloudlyM&W cars. Importing cars it environ-
PAYE jobs now and the remainder are g oo meq that we were heading for thementally friendly because the making of

hugely subsidised by the EU and the Irishy ¢ Somehow our universities are notthem uses huge carbon emissions and
State. turning out economists who can actually scarce resources that are leeched from
Once the banks started circulating do the job. Even a cursory knowledge of poorer countries. Discriminating against
money for bigger and bigger mortgages, the South Sea Bubble and the Dutch Blackolder cars on the basis of faulty science
the house prices started to rise and byTulip Bubble would have demonstrated and even more faulty economicsis literally
1995 and 199¢he rise becamemoperty  what economic bubbles are like and coulddestroying our economy.
bubble and house prices ceased to behave shown what was coming down the Now the latest wheeze from our eco-
related to construction costs. Urban Plan-tracks straight at us. But then the Univer- warriors is the scheme to sell off Coillte
ners and engineers and local Councillorssities themselves went into a building Teoranta which is a State-owned asset—
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read taxpayer here—which owns aboutas well as debt-dodging is rumoured to bethey like and at the same time—have the
7% of the land of Ireland and most of our involved here. There are many developersight to stay in the job no matter how badly
forests—even more important. Treeswho transferred some visible assets intothey perform—and having some know-
absorb carbon dioxide and exude oxygentheir wives names but this is apparently aledge of how academia works—believe
and are vital to the health of our people smokescreen to ostensibly keep NAMA ¢ they can perform very badly indeed

and economy. Old Fianna Fail broughtin and the Courts busy. The really major ;4 hat

s if some of them actually turn up

a scheme where farmers long ago werestuff is well hidden by a specialist army of for their lectures. The actual teaching hours
encouraged to plant trees and | remembetax-advisors and solicitors employed by a g - o g oo b are minimal—

my father doing this—long before any relatively small and elite international
eejit started carping about carbon emis-cohort of accountancy firms and law firms.

sions. Now carbon credits are beingtraded NAMA [National Assets Management
and making millions for Hedge Fund Agency] should never have been estab-
InveStorS and the I|ke, Wh'le COUﬂtI’IeS try llshed Itwasnotnecessaryforlaw-abiding
to do swaps to falsify their own emissions people. Yes, the depositors should have
which dodgy science came up with in the pee protected by guarantee up to say
firstplace. Planttrees and make it asustaingsoo’ooo because it was the Government
able living for more and more Irish farmers by lax regulation which had allowed the
to develop into a little cottage industry at
first thus gradually building it up to a real
industry with a growing employee base.
Butno—our Governmentis actually plan- .

ning tosellour Coillte off to the Chinese Bank Shogldhave beel,l al.lowed to takeits
who desperately need timber or to a Swiss-SOurse—like Lehman's in the USA and
based Hedge Fund—both of these have>arclays ete in the UK. And Bank of
put in bids lately. One of the directors of [relandand AIB couldhavebeenpreserved
Coillte is none other than Bertie Ahern. —0Y State ownership if necessary like the
You would be hard placed to actually banks in France. There was no apparent
make this sort of thing up! Are the Greensneed for NAMA. Bank of Ireland and

situation in September 2008 to happen.
The banks should have been told to deal
with their several situations. Anglo-Irish

objecting to the sale? Are they what?

So the politicians have let us down, the
economists have let us down, the bankers
have let us down but above all the regula-
tors have letus down. The regulators were
paid to be our watch-dogs and what did
they do? Patrick Neary, the Financial
Regulator watched while we got finan-
cially burned and he was rewarded with a
lump sum of €600,000 and a handsome
pension. Paul Appleby was the Company
Regulator and he watched while limited
companies became so interlinked that
effectively the ownership was obfuscated
to the point of untraceability and bank
auditors issued blatantly untrue reports on
the bank balance sheets. Yes, he neatly
vanished from the scene. Back to London?
Well he vanished and he was not called to
accountand nor were the auditors. Neither
the Taoiseach Brian Cowen TD nor any of
his Ministers is calling upon anyone to
account or so it seems. Billions of euros
havebeenrobbed from the Irish tax-payers
(not "lost" because "lost" is something
thathappens accidentally, there is nothing
accidental about the billions gone) and of
course the billions are still in existence but
they are in someone else's pockets abroad.
The billions are now owned by companies
registered in places like Shanghai, Ber-
muda, Seychelles, Jersey, Guernsey, and
Isleof Man. . . and there is much rumour
to suggest that these tax shelters are har-
bouring limited companies beneficially
owned by many of the entrepreneurs and
developers—whoborrowedin Ireland and

AlBplcare experts at getting in their loans.
They have the expert staff and the inform-
ation networks to trace their money and
their debtors. NAMA has no such expert-
ise. NAMA may try to buy in such expertise
but the banks have it now. Why try to re-
invent the wheel? Like Martin O'
Donoghue, the TCD [Trinity College
Dublin] economist to Jack Lynch, and the
abolition of the Rates we got Peter Bacon
the economist who is credited with the
invention of NAMA for Minister of
Finance Brian Lenihan TD and Taoiseach
of-the-day Brian Cowen. And, just a
thought, why does NAMA have to have as
Chairman Frank Daly who was Chairman
of The Revenue Commissioners during
the Celtic Tiger years? Is it because he did
a great job as Chairman of the Revenue
Commissioners? We have as Financial
Regulator now Matthew Elderfield, who
was previously in Bermuda and was at
Cambridge University where, incidentally
or not—our Finance Minister Brian
Lenihan did his post-graduate work after
Trinity College. The latter sure knows
how to pick them! But somehow oranother
it all stacks up to a "very fine mess" as the
old comics Laurel and Hardy used to say.

AcapeMmiIC Joss

The lack of expertise amongst the
economists reminds me of the academics.
They wantjobs for life but they put it more
elegantly than that. It is—they say—their
bedrock of academic freedom—though

who are making a pretence of being how this could be so is unclear. They seek
bankruptin Ireland. Massive tax-dodging the freedom to leave their job whenever

though of course no academic wants to be
known for merely teaching—they call it
"lecturing” and they are very sticky on
this point. They lecture as much as fifteen
or twenty hours a week for as much as
twenty-six weeks a year. They feel fright-
fully overworked and say their remuneration
—what we call wages/salary is too little at
that. A librarian gets only €114,000 to
€146,000 at UCD [University College
Dublin] or €85,000 to €110,000 at TCD.
Last November it was found that sixty
people working in the education sector
each earned over €150,000 a year! Des
Fitzgerald, Vice President of UCD is paid
€263,602 ayear. Dr. John Hegarty, Provost
of TCD is paid €202,118 ayear plus use of
afreehouseat 1, Grafton Street—including
free butler and servants and access to the
TCD wine cellar all at the tax-payer's
expense. The Auditor-General questioned
the paying of allowances in addition to the
wages and there was ascandal in Limerick
where three full Presidential salaries were
simultaneously being paid to the President
and to two former Presidents plus allow-
ances for several years.

Most of the costs of the Universities are
paid by us the tax-payers and the Universit-
ies are now backing a proposal that, in
addition, the students should also contri-
bute to the excessive salaries and allow-
ances. Itis outrageous cheek therefore for
over 150 academics led by Professor Tom
Garvin to publish what amounts basically
to a begging letter imhe Irish Times
claiming thatthe proposed implementation
of the Croke Park Agreement would
interfere with academic freedom (e.g. days
off etc.) and the bedrock on which it—
academic freedom—rests. These acade-
mics have easily the best jobs in Ireland
and the best pay and conditions, way over
their European counterparts or those of
the UK or even those of the US. There is
a minority of statutory lecturers and
professors who are incompetent boozers
or idlers and deserving dismissal and the
majority are doing themselves no favours
by resisting the implementation of the
Croke Park Agreement. Particularly when,
in international tables of competitiveness
of academic standards, our Universities
compare so unfavourably—a way down
the scale.

Michael Stack ©



TAX continued

Two former Taoisigh, Garrett FitzGerald
and John Bruton, have also come out agajnst
any change.

Dr. FitzGerald said it was unthinkable th
the IMF would impose such a harsh measpre
on the economy when its objective in comipg
in here is to get the economy and the natignal
finances back on solid ground.

Attacking the tax would be counte
productive and John Bruton went furth
pointing out thabur low corporate tax regim
was initiated as far back as 1956 even before
the EU was founded.

The scare around losing the low rate i
fresh reminder that we are so heavily dependent
on foreign companies. Some have argued

At

r
eI
P

over done, that we needed a strategy beyo
craven reliance on US multinational firms.

weakness and point to the significant poten
still offered by the food sector.

INTEL Boss

The talk about an educated workforde; packages in a small labour pool is ot of globalisation—without whom there wou
quality of life, etc. is small fry compared the compatible with an industrial policy aspirati
is of achieving several indigenous comp3
aidistings on Nasdagq in a few years.

tax advantage of working out of Ireland. It
the only reason they are here, as Intel's C
Barrett reminded the Farmleigh conferen
last year. He said of all the reasons why 1]
had located in Ireland in 1988nly one—the
favourable corporate tax rate—still held tru

Craig Barrett, the former global head
Intel, one of the jewels in the FDI crown sg
last year that the Irish should look to their o
skills and ingenuity to start delivering winnir]

ce

id

globally. (rish Examiner 20.11.2010).

FDI BusiNEss FRIENDLY |RELAND ?

According to some of the country's leadi
economists, Ireland is the best country
Europe for ease of doing business and |the
country has retainééxceptional advantaged’
as a location for foreign direct investme
despite the economic downturn.

The ease of doing business, beingan Eng
speaking country and the low corporation
rate mean Ireland is still a huge attraction
foreign investment.

Traditionally, Ireland has courted t
multinational sector, often prompting complai
by indigenous employers that they were b
overlooked. The report states that 85 per ce
total exports are from foreign-owned compani

The new Government documefiading
and Investing in a Smart Economy, want
reduce Ireland's dependence on multinatid
exports, and boost exports from home-grown
indigenous companies by one-third. It Has
started off with a simple pretext: whig

ax

ts

ng
t of

are we selling them?
he

"On Tuesday, September 28, 2010,
Government launched its latest jops
strategyTrading and Investing in a Smdrt
Economy. The report states that 85 per ¢ent
of total exports are from foreign-owngd
companies. The report has gone back to
basics: tourism and agriculture.

"It is a disappointing document a
contains an array of aspirational guff th
has been repeated nausearfor years. A
low-key successful entrepreneur said to

d
at

me

high technology start-up companiesin Irela

pre-profit or revenue, but need to attract
b aretain highly qualified and skilled staff.
foreigp
hamultinationals is a subsidy that encoura
our reliance on foreign direct investment was these companies to set up in Ireland.
hd a These significant subsidies are not availg
to the start-ups, who then have to compete
Some economists have identified tHat the multinationals' attractive remunerati
ial packages which are in effect paid for by
subsidy from the State in the form of the |
corporation tax rate.

tel remain addicted to our supply of Foreign Dir

Investment and keep the corporation tax
e. low, or we wean ourselves off it and focus
Of creating a thriving indigenous industrial bal

n |atter offers us self-reliance and forwdg

g planning for the benefit of the nation.
companies in various sectors that can compete

$3.1 billion (€2.6 billion) over the past three
'g years -- by moving a lot of its profits through
IN Ireland.

corporate tax rate.

under which it shuttled foreign profits throu
its Irish operation to Bermuda.

arrangement—so named because it relie
two Irish companies—avoid taxes athome
abroad.

a few days back that he next time he hg
somebody going on about the sm
economy, he will clock them. He is tryir
to operate a business that could certainl
termed 'smart’, but he is tearing his hair
because he has to wait months to
adequate lines installed in his Dublin ¢
centre office.

"Smart economy indeed!"Ifish
Examiner 1.10.2010).

There is another interesting aspect to F
Our low corporation tax rate is shackli

In the growth phase, these companies

Low corporation tax for

The availability of such highly competitiy

So you can't have it both ways. We eit

The former is short-termist, whereas

GoOGLE THE PrROFITS AwAy !
Internet giant Google slashed its tax bill by

Google, the world's most popular sea

engine, cut its tax bill by legally channellifng
1t, money through Ireland and the Netherla
and then on to tax haven Bermuda, BloomQ
ishreported yesterday.
The company ended up cutting its corporjate
for tax bill to just 2.4%, and tax experts are ama
at how little tax the company has manage
e pay overall.

"It's remarkable that Google's effecti
rate is that low," said Martin Sullivan, at
expert who previously worked for the U
Treasury. "We know this company opera|
throughout the world mostly in high-tg
countries where the average corporate
is well over 20%," he added.

Google used methods that take advantag
Irish tax laws to legally move profits in and g

countries are we exporting to, and what prod{icts®f companies herescaping Ireland's 12.5

This strategy is known as "Double Iris

Companies that use th#®ouble Irish"

"In a statement last night, the compd
said: 'Google complies completely with t
tax laws of all the countries in which
have operations. As a result, we mak

very substantial contribution to local &
national taxation and provide employmq
for thousands of people outside the
(Irish Independent22.10.10).

"Facebook is another company n
preparing a similar structure that
send earning from Ireland to the Cay
Islands, according to its filings in t
Caymans and Irelandtish Independent
27.10.2010).

DI!  Microsoft has managed to save billionsji
g U.S.taxes by clever use of Irish tax laws. It
Nd. up two subsidiary companies—unlimitg
arewhich means no obligation to file publ
hind accounts—with registered offices at Dub
corporate lawyers Matheson Ormsby Prent

THe CeLTic TIGER?
As the world entered a new century, Ireland
blethe pin-up boy for the gospel of globalisation
vithmodel for all other states to emulate!
pbn Charlie McCreevy was even chiding ft

jes

hpw Of the Celtic economic model.
Mickey Kanter, the US Trade Ministg
e described Peter Sutherland as being the f4

bn have been no W.T.O.

ny The Anglo-Saxon economic model
about to fulfil the dreams of Francis Fukuyal

her proclaiming the"end of history' Liberal

bct democracy and the Anglo-Saxon sociopoliti

atemodel had won the day and the Celtic Ti

on was there to prove it.

5€.

he

rd

WHERE Now?

To build a serious recovery, we must le
from our mistakes. The deregulation and f
cutting of free market fundamentalism ge
ated afalse boom and a big bust. This discreq
ideology, still dominant in Ireland, is focus
on slashing wages, welfare, public servi
and investment. They were so wrong befq

If we could turn the building sector into 25
ch Of Irish output in the space of 10 years : i
beyond our capacity to drive the indigeng
Lds Sector in time up to 50%7?
erg The indigenous sector was as good
forgotten during the boom years.

Having gone through two years where
> egeconomic collapse was denied at firstand

the realities and come up with an intelligq
Irish solution for a change?

First of all, rather than standing with our bag
to the wall and taking on anybody that dare
disagree with us, we should update some of the
x studies on company taxation throughout Eurc
L ate The Netherlands does not have such a

amount of US investment because they

their canals, bicycles and tulips. They h:
e obuilt their tax system not just around a head
ut tax figure. They have introduced lots [p
o conditions that makes it at least as attracti

Ireland's when it's all added up.
n" So why not explore and gradually upgrdil
hh Ireland's corporation tax system so when the [
comes when the headline rate has to be chang
will still prove very attractive to foreigninvestme
5 ONVe should remember too that once the cou
hindoffered a zero tax rate—and attracted
investment—so it's down to more than tax rat

Inthe meantime perhaps we should also

Ve
AX
S
les

ny

e for by ever-more hard pressed taxpayers,

e anot given for nothing to foreign companies

33
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TAX continued

against an EU average of 21.5% w
Luxembourg highest at 27%.

For tax on capital, Ireland's 15.7% is f{
third lowest in the EU against an average
26% with Britain the highest at 46%.

ForREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT:
INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

FDI is a measure of foreign ownershi
productive assets, such as factories, mines
land. Increasing foreign investment can

announcing plans to do so.

Experience has shown the Government {
raising the Irish VAT rate can carry negati
th consequences. The rate was raised by half §
centto 21.5% in 2008 but subsequently redu
he again after an outflow of consumer spending
of the North, where the VAT rate was 15%t. T

UK has since introduced a 17.5% rate.

"Next year, the numbers will look mud|
different," said Mr. Campbell.

"We fully expect to see numerol
fluctuations as many economies around
world announce indirecttax changes" (Iri
Times 16.10.2010).

D Of
and
be

used as one measure of growing econg
globalisation. The largest flows of forei
investment occur between the industriali
countries (North America, Western Eur
and Japan). But flows to non-industriali
countries are increasing sharply.

The United States is the world's larg
recipient of FDI. More than $325.3 billion
FDI flowed into the United States in 20
which is a 37% increase from 2007. The
trillion stock of FDI in the United States at t
end of 2008 is the equivalent of approximat
16% of US gross domestic product (GDP

Starting from a baseline of less than
billion just 20 years ago, FDI in China h
grown to over $300 billion in the first 10 yea

the leader among all developing nation
terms of FDI. Even though there was a sli

increase.
In the CIAWorld Factbookfor 2009, th

ranked 21st.
FDI is a measure of growing econo
globalisation. The mantra by Irish politi

mic
n
ed emphasis is all on FDI Inflows, little attentio
€ is paid to outflow, that is Irish investment
ed other countries (CRH, Kerry Group, Glanb
etc. including foreign companies registered

FDI InFLows; FDI OutrFLows

st Ireland). Alone in the United States |a

N  mentioned above:

8, "Irish companies directly employ al

estimated 82,000 within 227 companieq
over 2,600 locations, in all 50 States acr
the USA. The cumulative stock of Iris]
foreign direct investment (FDI) in the U
stood at $34 billion in 2008AMmercan

Chambey

e

19
s
S.

than in Brazil, China, India and Russ
combined, says Joanne Richardson, C
of the American Chamber of Commerc
(Reuters, 25.11.20)0

Just for fun, we'll throw another statistic ip:

In the discussion on FDI in this country, the

However, according to IDA Irelan
hatspokesman Thomas McEvoy the figures d
e have a huge impact on the overall fore]
L peénvestment picture for Ireland.

ced He added that the entire FDI activity—o
toworldwide basis—has fallen by as much
he 30% over the past 12 months; due to the gl
recession

"The CSO figures reflect three mg
elements—equity capital, re-invested e
ings and other capital like inter- compa
loans.

"The economic downturn has made
climate for inter-company lending ve|
volatile and as falling profitability hag
become more commonplace, profits m{
in Ireland being re-invested in operatig
here have lessened in terms of re-inve
earnings and that has been a m4
contributory factor in the fall", he said.

n
n
Q,
in Indeed, there was a €6 billion n reduction in
Sthe level of foreign company re-invested
earnings, down to €175.4 billion; together
N with an increase of €11.5 billion—to €54.5
at billion—in outflows of other capital.
SS
h THe P.Dposimion—"Y Es"
5 Ireland's low corporation taxes will not
increased, Minister for Health Mary Harn
has said, while she pointed out that the cou

"U.S. firms have invested moreinlIrelanpd is becomingompetitive again because wag

a are falling

FO Speaking ta Trinity College Dubli
" event in LondonMary Harney, Ministe
for Health said she wanted to off&a
well-grounded and reasoned confide

b

"The Prime Minister, Hon. David

extremely good point. Not only that, b
Ireland is an enormously important tradi
partner for Britain. Itis a fact that we expd
more to Ireland than to Brazil, Russia, Ind

Cameron: My hon. Friend makes al

and economic commentators that if the regt of
the EU is unhappy with Ireland's inordingte
low FDI rate, then they too can reduce their
rate to 12.5%. This is precisely the goal the
globalisers yearn for. It further increases the
growing gain of capital over labour throughqut

Arealirony here is that since the Partnerghip

and China combined. Thatis arebuke to
because we have to do better with th
other countries, but Ireland is an extremg

important trading partner, and stability apd

success in the Irish economy is very my
in Britain's interests" Hansard, British
Parliament, 15.11.2010

The overall value of FDI in Ireland fell by

Agreements from 1987 which stabilised

Industrial Relations, and made Ireland e

more attractive to the Multi-Nationals. The

Trade Union movement has little or

membership in most of these FDI compan

particularly amongst the US corporations.
As capital's share of wealth grows that

labour decreases. FDI is a major exampl¢ o

this.

Corporation Tax rates are falling around
world, while sales taxes are are increas
with both trends likely to be maintained, an
report from KPMG has found.

The research shows that the Repub
Corporation Tax rate of 12.5% is among
lowest in Europe, where the average rat
21.5%, down from 21.7% a year ago.

On the other hand, the average Europ
indirect tax rate is 19.67%, compared to
main Irish VAT rate of 21%. The Europe
average last year was 19.29%.

KPMG judges that indirect taxes w
continue to rise while corporation taxes

fall, with more than 17 countries havifg services sector—with the monetary inte
changed either tax rates since last year, of”

ennearly €18 billion to €120.9 billion last year,
according to figures published yesterday
o (28.11.2009) by the CSO.
es, The new set of figures—which combine
existing and new investment—also show that
of the amount invested abroad, by companies
L ofbased here, grew from €101.9 billion to €123.3
billion last year.
he Subtracting one from the other means
r]g,Ireland's net total FDI asset position stood at
by €2-4 billion, as of the end of last December.
The growth in outbound investment K
¢'scompanies based here was driven by busine
he investing more in their mainland Europe
L jsoperations—investing in Europe grew by 22
over the year.
ban Investment from Ireland to regions liK

bn America all grew last year.

In terms of sectoral breakdown, just oy
|| 60% of Ireland's foreign direct investme
il Stock for last year was accounted for by

ediation and the insurance services se

the Britain, Luxembourg and North and Central

and hope'about Ireland's prospects.

"We will certainly notincrease the cg
of corporation tax in Ireland—the 12.
rate is here to stay. It is an embedded
of the business environment in Irela
as embedded as the soil and sun in Fr3
that produces superb wine; the centurj

t
g
rt
ia
s,
se

ply in Italy; and the Mittelstand engineeri

ch tradition in Germany," she said.

Almost as Finchley as Crossmaglen!

"Ireland had let labour costs get too hi
she said: "We did let them get u
competitive, but the direction is good no
we are getting more competitive.

"Ireland is the only country in the Eu
area in which unitlabour costs are falling
lastyearthere was animprovement of ne
7% in those costs relative to the Euro arg
she said.

"Discounting the pessimism held abroad
about Ireland, she said Ireland is a €160
billion-a-year economy that had once
headed €190 billion 'but that was built on an
excessive amount of construction'

"We'vehad a permanent contraction. Still,
a €160 billion economy from four million
people is significant, and by any standards,
is among the wealthiest in the world.

"This economy is not about to disappeq
she said. Ifish Times 23.10.2010).

%

e

er "H ow Do you Buy KILLARNEY ?"

Nt Professor Colm McCarthy said forei
he investmentin Ireland has been linked with
I~ low corporate tax rate for decades. Itis pa
tOlthe deal, he said.

the largest components.

old tradition of excellent design and stjje



The Irish rate is much more competitije was increased to 15 or 16% Ireland would
than that of France, where companies paly abe competitive, and thus attractivel.
rate of 33% despite France being the worli'sCompanies are taxed at more than 40% i
second largest beneficiary from FDI Inflofv United States, so Ireland's tax rate of 12.54
following the US. Paris has long accusgd ahuge attraction for US firmdT 23.10.2010)
Dublin of "fiscal dumping; or unfairly
attracting investment, by keeping it so low.

Mr Cowen's comments came amid growing
expectations that the 5.7% interest rate on
bailout loans of €67.5 billion could be cut.

TAX continued

particularly outside Dublin, and to gain high
skilled employment.

By 2001, it has sponsored 1,300 companies,
of which 500 were from the U.S. With a total
employment of 125,000. It gives grants to
firms of approx. €132,000,000 a year (2001
figures). the average cost per job declined
1Ir90;1;.€41,000 in 1987 to just over €12,500 in EDI By AnoThER NAME

There were 41,700 people employed|in Mr. Batt O'Keeffe, Enterprise Minister saifl
international and financial services in 200, thatcommitmentis protected inan EU contgxt

with 69,000 in electronics and engineering|. " by the principle of unanimity in taxatioll
matters. And it is further enhanced by the
GLaxo Lonpon (29.11.2010 insertion of a legal guarantee in the Lishgn

Commenting on the proposals, GSK CEO Treaty."He said'foreign direct investment tg
Andrew Witty said: ' [~ Ireland is now back at investment levels rlot

. . . . seen since 2005/2006"
) Forto_o long, while greatinventions a d Mr_O'Keeffe told the Dail that "some
glscov?rleshavebeen mat(.je.tln.thljcoul "Y:countries _have high nominal rates
moe\,\rllrt]sarne dan%gﬁﬁfn:crmﬁr?gc I\gr?/ dmasi\(;ii IOe'dcorporation tax but much lower effective rates
employment, have been é\ttracted too erdue- 10 the_u§e of various b_ase-narrowmg
countries Wi’]iCh have more favouraile dewces.l This is not the case in Irelar)d—cur
corporation tax regimes.  In one stroke thesvstgm is relatively simple. Corporation tgx
; '|” “receipts in Ireland represent about the averpge

introductipn ofthe .UK patent quwillhelp collected by such taxes across the OECQD"
change this dynami¢Glaxo web site, London (irish Times 24.11.2010)

SIPTU RESPO'\.‘SE US INVESTMENT IN |RELAND
Cork-based SIPTU executive Alan O'Ledry P .
- - S The health of the multinational sector is a
said the decision by Britain to reduge , . - . -
; . S bright spot in the economy, and is generating
corporation tax for industries involved |n . o f
obs and spending in local economies across
research and development and relate L 1
. ; . Ireland. Multinationals account for €19 billion
manufacturingwas 'athreatto future investment. " .. . R
in direct expenditure and €7 billion in payroll

in Cork and lrEIam.j' costs, as well as contributing 55% of the
Currently, Cork is the base for between|39 corporate tax take in the Irish econom
and 40% of the pharmaceutical sector in this p Y

country.

"The IDA head [Barry O'Leary] says
foreign direct investment was responsible
for €110 billion Euros of Ireland's €159 bn.
in exports last year" (Reuters,25.11.2010).

Indeed, according to a Governmentrepo
September, 2010~Frading and Investing i
a Smart Economy'85% of total exports arg
from foreign-owned companies.

This is a dismal reflection of our failure
develop indigenous exports. Despite the billi
that have gone into education, training, etd
Is this the best we can do?

During the Euro election in 2009, Pat 'The
Cope' Gallagher, M.P., estimated that Ireland
received €63 billion in subsidies, etc. from the
European Union. The bulk of which went to
the farming sector.

Ireland is still a net beneficiary from the H
annual budget.

According 'The Cope' Gallagher:

"we contributed €1.7 billion towards the
EU budget and we received €2.16 billion
from the EU under the common agricultural
policy, the European social fund, research
and technology funding and for cross-border
development initiatives. This mean that
Ireland is a net beneficiary from the EU to
the value of €460 million a year. In overall
terms, we have received €62 billion since
joining the EU and we have contributed
€21 billion towards the EU budget over the
past 36 years. This means Ireland has

i

"Today, approximately 100,000 peop

"Mr. O'Leary said he believed the Britis
plan had to be seen as a threat to what
been a'hugely attractive Irish package, 1
offers good quality and an educat
workforce." Eve. EchpCork, 11.12.2010)

OLul ReHN
"It's afact of life that after what has happened,

h

Ireland will not continue as a low-tax country
but it will rather be a normal tax country in the
European context”, said EU Economic and
Monetary Affairs Commissioner Olli Rehn
speaking inmid-November. He made his remarks
after the Government disclosed that the bailout
of the banks would cost a massive €50 billion.

However, Finance Minister Brian Lenihg
promptly rejected the Commissioner's comme
Mr. Lenihan made it clear that the Corpo
tion Tax rate will remain at 12.5%, adding th
it was a tornerstone of the Irish industri
policy". Our Corporation Tax Rate is untouchal]

PRESIDENT SaRKOZY

are directly employed in over 600 US firni
in Ireland accounting for 70% of all IDA
supported employment.

"Collectively US companies have
US$146 billion (approx. =105 billion)
foreign direct investment (FDI) in Ireland
This represents 8% of all US investment
the EU and 4.6% worldwide. This equa
to more than the total invested in the mu
hyped BRIC economies (Brazil, Russi
India, China).

"The US accounted for 65% of Ireland
inward investment in 2008.

"Analysed at a sector level, Ireland is the

No. 2 location worldwide for US FDI in the
information sector and fifth worldwide ir
chemicals.

"Irish _companies directly employ a
estimated 82,000 within 227 companies|
over 2,600 locations, in all 50 States acrd
the USA. The cumulative stock of Iris
foreign direct investment (FDI) in the U
stood at $34 billion in 2008.

secured €41 billion from Europe in net
transfers since joining the EEC. It will be a
number of years yet before Ireland becomes
a net contributor to the EU budget" (Irish
Examiner, 27.7.2009).

. Even the Marshall Plan signed by the fi
in Inter-Party Government in 1948 with the U
kedl0 allow aid of £47 million pounds, shades

A

S

- comparison.

WaALES I1s WATCHING !

"Ireland has a 'freakishly low' corporati
tax rate which confers a 'semi-tax ha
status' on the country, former Welsh fi
minister Rhodri Morgan has complaine§.

"Because of this, he claimed, Wales co
not even get on the shortlist for investm
by foreign multinationals over the la
decade.

"Mr. Morgan urged Ireland to raise |
tax rate for its own needs. 'What, after
would happen if the whole of Europe w4
for a 12.5 per cent tax rate? Where wo
the tax receipts come from to bail d

Taoiseach Brian Cowen insisted he wo
continue to defend Ireland's low Corporati
Tax rate from outside attacks.

Mr. Cowen said the 12.5% rate was f{
cornerstone of the country's industrial poli
as well as an essential feature of its gro
strategy. operations." (Amer. Chamber of Commerce

"He argued there was no evidence t of Ireland web site). labour—combining social contributions a
imposing a higher rate would resultin larger ssmmsmmmsm—s—ss—s00e income tax of about 25% before the inco
revenues for the State. French President s certified public accountant and formgr @nd pension levies were imposed. The
Nicolas Sarkozy recently said Ireland shobld chajrman of Integra International, Donald @verage is 34% with Belgium highest at 42
not be allowed to access the EU/IMF bailgut peGrazia, said: "If corporate tax was 25 fo !réland’s consumption taxes including V4

while maintaining a low corporation tdx 309 it would have a big impact on thoge fate is the ninth highest in the EU at 22.

rate” (rish Independent20.1.2011). considering investing in Ireland. However, iflt

"In2009, US firms contributed €3 billion
to the Irish Exchequer in taxes (including
approximately 35% of total corporate tax
take) and contributed €15 billion in expend-
iture to the Irish economy in terms of pay-
rolls, goods and services employed in their

Ireland?' he asked: (J27.11.2010).

More than 7,800 workers are employed
106 British firms in Ireland, making it t
largest source of FDI after the United Stat}
A A

Ireland has the third lowest tax takes
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November, 2010.

A Tale of Two Countries

It would be difficult to come across a

Ireland's economic plight than the following
article written by a Reutersreporter last

"Country A is drowning. A catastrophic
recession has thrown a tenth of its workforc
out of jobs in just two years. Firms arg
shutting, banks are barely solvent and th
IMF has been called in to bail out thg
government from crushing debt. The standg
ard of living is eroding, taxes are beingd
hiked, state spending is being slashed, af
the deeply unpopular government is bein
forced into an election it is certain to lose

"Country Bhas a huge and growing tradg
surplus. It is attracting a flood of inter-
national investment from global firms,
building thriving hi-tech export industries.
Exports grew this year by 6% and now
amount to more than $50,000 per person.
Taxes are low and staying low, and th¢
English-speaking population is highly
skilled.

"Both countries are Ireland. And thereir]
lies a tale, or rather two tales: of a domesti
economy that is in tatters, side by side wit
a global export economy in the rudest o
health.

"Insome respects, the success of Ireland
export economy obscures just how thort
oughly ruined its domestic economy ha
been by the bursting of its property bubbl

ation, in Newry, that the Republic's Io;t/

Corporation Tax regime is living o
borrowed time.
"Sounding a provocative note, Mr. Brag

ley added that the shelving of the 12.5p6

rate would be no bad thing. As he put it:
is time that we threw away this crutch'..
(Irish Examiner, 26.10.2010).

"He warned his audience that a lo
company tax rate would not be a panad
for their problems.

"We would be best advised to plan for
future without the current low tax rate."

Ireland can cope without 'this wastin
asset' which, he argues, has allowed
Governmentto duck alot of other compe
tiveness issues.

""We are rediscovering the virtues of tH
indigenous sector.'

"Perhaps, the removal of the low rate
inevitable, even desirable, but to subj¢g
our economy to its withdrawal within five
years would well be a gamble not wort
taking, assuming that the Government

NV

g

e

h

impatient partners in Europabid) .

"Mr. Bradley, these days, is a seni
advisor to governments in Eastern Euroy
He is in a good position to assess thq
emerging economies. In his view, what
holding them back is the legacy of con

left with any alternative by our increasingl/
r

S

in 2008.

"Whole industries have completely van
ished in a matter of months. Since goverr
ment revenue depends mainly on domest
economic activity, the sudden fall in outpu
has blown apart what were once exemplaty
public finances.

"Foreign firms are not frightened off
by the chaos in the domestic economy,
which does not really affect them sincq
they don't rely on Ireland's domestig
demand for customers or on its financig
system for funding.

"Ireland has such a strong track record @
companies operating here and they are n
caught up in the domestic financial system
(ReutersPeter Graff, 25.11.2010).

THE FDI CruTcH
Last October 2010, former senior ES
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sepossible alterations to the British tax codg

munism and the bureaucracy inherited fro
the Austro-Hungarian empireib{d.).

LisBoN TREATY

"Although Ireland may try to resist thg
outside calls to raise its corporation tax rd
for as long as possible, we wouldn't {
surprised to see the rate pushed up to aro
17.5% at some stage over the next fg
years as part of the fiscal consolidatiq
plan”, Bloxham said.

At this stage Ireland has the lowest CH
(Corporate Profit Tax) in the European Unid
except for Bulgaria and Cyprus, which appl
10% rate of tax on business profits.

he From an Irish perspective any moves
force a change in the tax rate for busindg

would be seen by the Government as a bre
of the promises given at the time of the Lisbg
Treaty.

At that critical time for Europe Ireland wa|
given a commitment that, if it voted Yes
Lisbon, it would be allowed to retain its highl
competitive CPT rate at 12.5%, despite t

is moves to create a harmonised rate across,

EU in the interest of fair competition fo
overseas investment.

BRriTiISH THREAT
Fears are being expressed in industry t

could lure foreign direct investment to the U
rather than Ireland.

Britain has proposed changesto the taxat
ofincome fromintellectual property and foreig
profits.

Pressure is also growing in the North
reduce Corporation Taxes to the rates in
Republic which could draw investment norf
of the Border.

GLaxo SwitH KLINE

"Glaxo SmithKline (GSK)has confirmed

a €50 million investment for Britain. It

comes in the wake of the disclosure that the

British Government is to lower its corpora-

tion tax rate for industries involved in

research and development and related manu-
facturing" (Eve. Echo, Cork, 1.12.2010).

GSK has a long established plant
Ringaskiddy, Cork. There have been significa
cuts in jobs in recent years. A further 1(
workers are now being laid off. The compal
says it has no plans for further redundancieg

t
)

economist, John Bradley, managed to ho|d
his listeners' attention as he warned the

a shutdown.
The Industrial Development Agency wdg
set up to encourage foreign investmeif,

| continued on page 35|
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