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European Union:

Don't mention the war!

"Irishwoman Catherine Day, the
secretary general of the EU Commission,
said the “shine” had gone off Ireland in
Europe, and we had lost goodwill. People
did not believe the Irish were “good

Our Eyropeans” anymore" (Irish Times, 2
edalgpril, 2011).

Queen to visit on 37th anniversary of the
Dublin/Monaghan Bombings of 17th May 1974

Of Vampires And Other Blood-Suckers

" Attention Shoneens. Let you all rise up and unite, for your hour is nigh. Unfurl
brightest banners and raise them aloft. Reach under the bed. Take out those
Make sure your shoes are shiny. Heels together. Toes at an angle of forty-five dggrees, . .
Arms held tight to the sides. Thumbs in lines with the seams of the trousers. Sal 'thl_S IS léndomtedp( trure] andb some
right palm exposed Learn how to curtsy, bow and scrape. For the news has brokgn. mll(nzn; U-p LSS Tre avte the etr:hso
is to come amongst us. On the seventeenth of May, 2011. The Queen of Englafid % 517 ﬁ dyreCﬁ_n K eve_oprrllen i a hey
her way. All cackling ghouls rejoice. Oh, the Somme, the Somme. Some are put aye ha to .t Nk seriously a out the
of pain by this. Others have had their pain increased. The sale of drink will sogr, jp opean project for the first time. thn
diametrically opposed reasons. She is to be the guest of said nation. Many tizehu?fn ISone ofthes_e. He had_along piece
believe Her domain still includes part of said nation. Some will be drinking ‘for' jn the Irish Examl_ner to give us h'_s
Most will be drinking 'because’ of Her. | might have one or two, myself. Poppie§w, POUghtS' So he_beg"?s atthe beglnrﬂhg._
come into bloom, early, too. But, where will She go? Her itinerary is unknown t me‘JpetOShOV\/thIS projecthas deep roots in
Nobody told me. Though | admit this does give me the hump, it is not the reas
| am the way | am. Other matters impinge.

Ost-war European history. It is part of a

process to build a structure of peace and
stability in Europe based on deep integrat-
ion of European economies with one

e . )
aﬁ\_ngt)pel’ (Irish Examiner, 7.3.2011).

to thBtraightaway, John gives us.the usual
n.palaver about post-Second World War
ngpeace—as if nobody planned to have a
osthucture for peace in Europe before that.
bemt why start in 19462 The project was
irifgunded because of what had happened
atbefore 1946 and therefore it would be

| continued on iaie 2| | continued on iaie JZI column 3|

Itis all so full of pathos. Bathos, too. By the seventeenth of May 1916, fifteen
leaders of the Easter Rising had been executed. Casement still awaited the hang
then, fourteen bodies had been put into unmarked, quick-lime graves, in a corn
rear of a little known British Army burial ground in Arbour Hill. Consigned to oblivi
(Thomas Kent had been executed and buried in Cork.) All this was done in th
of the ancestors of She who is to come among us. May, it seems, is a wicked

'Irish' elements of the British Army (I'll spare blushes and not name them) ha
employed to put down the Rising. Even more ingloriously, they had supplied the
Squads, too. The final indignity. Tried by British Army Officers. Sentenced to d

LIBYA: 20th April as saying:
"The US, Britain and France—
When |S Regime Change NOt Regime Change’? sometimes those countries contradict

themselves. They talk about democracy,

. L e , . . heni Libya, th h
In a written answer in Dail Eireann on "Colonel Qadhafi and his family should ?(g;\évhaef?} ';ﬁgmg fet:\,el_bl)t/ihtojsé iiyupe

14th April 2011, Foreign Minister, Eamon surrender power and leave the political  {o the Libyan people. This should not be

Gilmore, said: stage in order to allow the Libyan people  dictated from any other head of state. Itis
"Calling for Colonel Gaddafi to relin- to peacefully determine their futurdie against the principle of democracy."
quish power does not amount to actively Was seeking regime change—and arrog- \injster al-Obeidi should add Ireland
seeking regime change”. antly deciding on the Libyan people’s g hjs ist of countries contradictthemselves.
That remark is beyond parody. If the Pehalf that their future must exclude (Gilmore wasreplyingtoaninteresting
Qadhafi regime is no longer in power in Colonel Qadhafi and his family. question from Fine Gael Deputy, Eoghan

Libya, the regime will have changed. So Libyan Foreign Minister, Abdul Atial- Murphy, who asked for "details of all
when, earlier in his answer, he said thatObeidi, was quoted in théuardianon those Heads of State outside of the Euro-
|c0ntinued on page 14 |
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sensitivity that is bordering on the
unbelievable. Any rational being would
have deemed this as inappropriate. Itis so
bewildering, so unconscionable, that it
beggars belief. But the Seventeenth of
May is the date that has been officially
proclaimed. One wonders if the seeds of
self-destruction will grow and choke this
awful infliction. Surely, at least, they will
have to change the date. Or has all sense
of pride, or propriety, been lost. Either
way, heads are sure to roll. What will She
say when She finds out? Who would be
the one who walked Her into this? Itis a
rare one. Will the Tower of London be re-
activated? What about Dublin Castle?
Do | hear the clink of keys? Coulditall be
serendipity gone mad? Or does it matter,
anymore?

Pictures; Totalitarian Liberalism)

Talking Down The Irish Economy. Report: John The Optimist.
Garret FitzGerald (Transcription and note by Philip O'Connor).

Exports Up! John Martin

Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (Libya; Selling History; Gorbachev)

On Peter Hart And Other Matters. Jeffrey Dudgeon (Letter)

A Unionist Going South. Brendan Clifford (Reply)

Fintan O'Toole Reflects. Editorial

A Question Of Jewish Identity. Wilson John Haire

Bolshevism From Larkin To Lozovsky. Manus O'Riordan (Part 2)

Naval Warfare. Pat Walsh (Part 10)
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The Dublin/Monaghan atrocity
occurred while the Ulster Workers' Coun-
cil Strike, designed to scuper the Sunning-
dale Agreement, ragedinthe North. There
was mayhem there. The striking loyalists
ruled the roost. The British Security
Forces—stood by on Red Alert, as the
region teetered on the brink. The whole
political system of the UK was under
threat. Mr. Wilson, the elected Prime
Minister, was powerless. His wings were
clipped. He was out of favour with the
Securitat. Decisive action was beyond
him. He'd face mutiny and political
downfall. The Securitat and the USW
Strikers had the same objective. Sunning-
dale would have to go. There was the nod
and the wink. Strikers struck and the
Dispatched by fellow-Irishmen. Rushed, they had sought the maximum random Securitat watched over all, in a type of
hastily, to their graves. Buried without a killing of innocent civilians. Thirty-four, hidden benignity.
loved one present. In twos, threes andin all, perished. A coincidental bus strike
fours; One by himself; day by day at in Dublin prevented a bigger blood-bath. Inthe Republic, atthe time, ittranspired
dawn they were shot and put under. TheNow, the anniversary of the Seventeenththat there was an absolute, inexplicable
only kindness seems to have come fromof May, grotesquely, we'll witness the absence of any security. It is mind-
an occasional English soldier on guard- honoured presence in Ireland of theboggling. Turmoil north of the Border.
duty in Kilmainham Goal. Let it be said, Commander-in-Chief of the Security Sleepy valley to the South. The threat of
too, that the prisoners were permitted Forces responsible. | believe She shouldcar-bombings, emanating from the Six
religious ministrations before being be invited to the commemoration cere- Counties, was a stand-out. Near a certainty.
executed. That was all. Soon the daisiesmony in Talbot Street. There She couldDublin, the capital, and Border towns,
would sprout. It would all be over. apologise. In which case it should, | such as Monaghan, were obvious targets.
Forgotten. How wrong can you be? believe, be accepted. Atonement couldThere had been paradigms. The British

begin. Perhaps it is all part of a master-Securitat, too, along with some misguided
| doubtthat Talbot Street, Parnell Street stroke. Though |, for one, won'tbe holding key Garda Chiefs, desired harsher State
or South Leinster Street will be on the my breath. [I'll believe in the Moving action inthe Republic against Republican
visitation list. Or The Diamond in Statues before | believe in that. (By now, paramilitaries. They would force the hand
Monaghan town. These were the sites 0f1400 hours on 31st March, all mention of of the Government.
the horrific bombing of the Seventeenth the visitation planned for the Seventeenth  They were foolish. Here existed a dire
of May 1974, conducted under the aegis of May has ceased on the Television newsnecessity for a Red Alert in the Republic.
of the British Army and Intelligence Yesterday's gushing announcement haghe Border towns in the Republic could
Services (MI5) and utilising Irish Loyalist been replaced by silence.) be cordoned by a system of check-points.
personnel of the UVF and UDA, as the The Boyne Bridges (10) could be similarly
pseudo-gang. (A system the British had s this all a gaffe or is it intentionally dealt with. So could the northern and
initiated and perfected during the 'Mau malign? The latter is hard to believe. Thenorth-western approaches to Dublin.
Mau' war in Kenya.) outrageous, inconsiderate date selectiorMobile patrols could link these three
In the Dublin/Monaghan Bombings, for the visit in question shows an in- security lines. Psyops could be employed.
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The media could, in a generality, conv|
(I E RS VA AR e aleRigleY=lelgs]| LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
towns to car-bomb attacks. It was all $
easy.

But none of this was done. All stayed
dormant. It was as if an invitation w

Some musings on the McCarthy Report

We have a situation where the State has incurred debt due to a loan from the IMF/ECB
) “ Sa condition of that loan, it must show itself not only capable of paying back that loan but pa|
being extendedFailte. It was accepted,. pack in a way that destroys the current State/private profile of the economy. In order to dg
must reduce the State sector to a fragment to what it was. Not only that but it must also g
thousands of civil servants directly employed by the Government. This is supposed to be b
incursion was conducted. Itwas a convenin some magical waya(la Cameron in the UK) by the emergence of thousands of new jobs i

In this environment, a major militar

dprivate sector funded by the 'Investment for Jobs' programme. This is a gamble of n
, proportions—almost on a par with the gambling instincts of the Finance sector that has gotu
we are. Although we don't know what will happen with regards to the end result of the m
. 1 nvestmentfor Jobs' programme (that, after all, is the gamble), we do know for certainthata
gi?/rgrbs)i :r? tl\éloenn?bf:gnénl nﬂ? édglrjgl)iﬁrg:: _%f things_ will _ine\_/itably happen in the first stage of I_e_tting this Geni out of the bottle and thest
) . . a direct implication for the Government and its ability to pay back the debt.
cipants to gain safe haven, back in the g oy nresumably the services now “freed" from the constraints of State involvement
North. supplied by the ESB, Bord Gas, Bord na Mona, Aer Lingus, etc.—I notice that CIE isn't ment
Itwould never have been attempted Bujij still be deemed to be marketable by whoever purchases them. But to realize that marke
for the absence of any security in theuill require a cut in costs and will inevitably involve either a cut in wages or workforce (or
Republic. The bombers knew it was noniikely, both). So the new situation brought about by the commercialisation of these services
existent. They knew it would stay sp.resultin a like-for-like arrangement in terms of either job numbers or wage/salary payment

tional, professional operation. Itinvolv
a Main Attack (three Bombs) on Dubli
followed by a Supporting Attack (one
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They had collaborators in key positions
the Republic. It all went according t

plan. In the fraught environment tha
existed; where mobs roamed and rulg

while anarchy let loose; a covert militaf
operation—several months in the maki
—was launched. It penetrated throu
the heartland of the Republic, down
Dublin. It completed its business ther
Unhindered. It withdrew successfully
Then ninety minutes later—still unhindere
—it gained Monaghan town and bombe
it, too. Itis all quite mad. How could thi
happen? Why was it let happen?

British military and Intelligence rar
the whole operation. Their main mg
straddled both services. He is well know
He is 'The Vampire Sans Merci'. He h
been invited, on two occasions, by t
Queen of England to Bucks Palace. Thg
she has decorated him with an MBE a
an OBE.

Loyalist paramilitaries constituted th
pseudo-gang. They were mainly UV
members, from Portadown, though sor
UDA personnel were involved, too. A

of them are well known to the authority.

Quite afew are now dead. But some qu
notorious ones remain.

At least five vehicles were used in th
Main Attack on Dublin. These include
the three bomb-cars (taken that morni
in East Belfast) and two getaway cal

The cars retained their number-plates, s4
that, later, the finger would point to Belfas

rather than to Portadown, which was t
centre of the operation

All penetrated down from the North t
Dublin, through a labyrinth of secong
class roads (The Smugglers' Rout
through Monaghan/Louth, crossing t

innew workforce.
o Secondly, there will have to be a significant outlay in redundancy packages paid for
tGovernment to fund this commercial ‘freedom’.
d; Thirdly, there will be a loss of tax income for the Government from the shedding of the 'st
yemployees and also from the reduction in the payment to those lucky enough to be kept on
hd'ew commercial masters. _ _ _
Fourthly, this does not include those thousands of jobs that will be lost from cutting the ¢
msovernment workforce. Again this will involve the payment of redundancy and the loss of re
tothrough the non-existent payment of income tax from those thousands of jobs now gone.
€. Fifthly, on top of all of this will be the ongoing, and for an indefinite period, heavier paya
- unemployment benefit, rent support and whatever other social underpinning costs that g
dassisting the newly created unemployed.
2d | wonder what the net benefit to the Government will be if these costs (not to say the ine
s hidden health costs that come with unemployment) are offset against the income from the
these assets—a hell of a lot less than the headline figure | bet. Eamon Dyas

Gambling Debts?

Brian Lenihan, Fianna Fail Finance Spokesman, has stétedtie constantly demanding the dishonour
N-our debt, as some TDs do,is not good for this country, does not help its interests, and is a form of e
AStreason."He is quite right. But the crucial words doeir debt”. If the Government borrows money on beh
n€of the Irish people, it must, of course, pay it back. But what about debts run up by foreign ban
eréondholders? These are not "our” debts. They are gambling debts. Itis argued that if we do not cor
ndhese people they will not lend again. Yes they will. They are as much gambling addicts as the man
out of the betting shop, except he cannot go to the Government to recoup his losses.

Former German Foreign Minister, Joschka Fischer, has said:

"In the backrooms of Dublin it was our state-owned Landesbanks earning all the mo
the delight of our state governments of all political persuasions. No one tells the peop
that part. | don't see in this a master plan, but a bit of the reality is being kept from view. |
could have gotten away well if Brian Cowen had said 'we will save Irish banks, but English
and German banks are not our problem™
Ite  paying people's inflated mortgages is another proposal doing the rounds and supporteSubyae

IndependentWhat exactly happened back then? For along time houses were indeed seen a commod
eonlyinthe sense that f at some future point the house was to be sold it could be sold at a profit. They we
d for living in The 90s were different. Houses were bought with the aim of selling them on as soon as f
ndor profit.
SQII Many people knew the the houses and apartments were being sold for ridiculous prices—the multip;
uyer's salary showed all these people that the prices were, to say the least, way over the top. But the
that they could be sold quickly to someone else who was prepared to pay even more, with the banks
L noney at people. People knew very well that eventually the music would stop in this complicated 'p

parcel' game. And it did stop. But the people caught in the end were playing the same game and h
the same results as their predecessors.

D They took a gamble and now they too want a bail out. They should be made to continue paying
- allowed to declare themselves bankrupt. For the most part they are far from the worst off in society—
€Xhey type of people who run and write for tianday IndependentThere is, of course the problem

edependents. Fine, letthem grow up. But letthem only inherit if they to continue to pay up. Society, as
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Boyne at Oldbridge, aka The Obelis

k has no responsibility for the casino years. Conor Lyn

| continued on page 4|
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Bridge. They proceededtendezvouat | know it all sounds quite insane, but | am in a possession of a letter (copy),
the Car Park of the Coachman's Inn, neathese are the facts. It gets worse. Ninetywritten by Mr. Michael McDowell SC,
Dublin Airport. minutes later, at 1900 hours, a car-bombthe former Minister for Justice. It deals
. . exploded outside Greacen's Pub in Thewith the Dublin/Monaghan atrocity. It
Meanwhile, Robin Jackson, aka The ~. . . . .
. ” .. Diamond, in Monaghan town. This was shows some naivete, along with the hard-
Jackal, a notorious paramilitary loyalist . . .
. : the Supporting Attack. The bomb was headed, hard-hitting style of expression
killer, had also gained the same Car Park. . . : .
. assembled in the home of a loyalist so typical of the man. He states, without
He had collected the three Dublin bombs . . . )
. terrorist, Harris Boyle, in Portadown. (He any nonsense:
In & farm-stead, well known to all and was killed later, along with Wesley Somer- "..F hat | h b
sundry, in Glennane, in South Armagh. In . -along y _---From what | can see, there can be
his chick K bomb-lad h ville, when their own bomb exploded little doubt but that the car bombs in
Is chicken-truck, now bomb-laden, eeorematurely in The Miami Showband  Qquestion were assembled with the active

crossed the Boyne at Oldbridge and mad massacre.) The bomb was transported to 2SSistance of members of British

for the Coachman's Inn. (It had also been o Intelligence. It would be hard to believe
rehearsed, over and over, down the pre—the Border. [t was now positioned, most that the Loyalist Paramilitaries had the

vious months.) There, in the Car Park, the@?ﬁaﬁg';;:ﬁ:d s Cross. There The  gypertise and the capacity to manufacture
three bombs were transferred to the three’ &P : : car bombs 20 years ago; butdo not have
bomb-cars. The Jackal returned north, _ 'tWasnow 1830 hours, approximately. - and somehow lost that capacity in the

The thrée bomb-cars. one b oné One hour after Dublin had been devastated. intervening years... this suggests, in
entered the citv traffic-flow. The ):nade’BUtthe Republic was still wide open. The  turn, that they must have had outside

. y - hey Monaghan bombers drove the bomb into ~ @ssistance in making the bombs.
their way, as rehearsed, to the city centrey - monublic (The Vampire remained in Discounting, as | do, the possibility that
They entered their selected city streets P : P

‘the Six C . Thev had a bomb the IRA assembled the bombs for the
They parked their cars, as planned. Thet e Six Counties.) They had a bomb-car Loyalists, the only available candidate is

removed the bomb-dowels. Time—systemsand agetaway car. Aftersome mis-adven- - gitish Intelligence..."

were then in motion. The setting was tures, ”,]ey parked the bomb'ci” at But, did he tell Barron? If not, why
Greacen's Pub and returned North in the
1730 hours. It was now 1715 hours,

etaway car. As thev crossed the Bordernot’? Must the little people always fight
approx. The bombers withdrew. They 9 y car. Y - the battles? Alone.
. at 1900 hours, their bomb exploded in . . .
proceeded quickly torandezvoudoard- Another consideration is the
Monaghan. They had had afreerun. The . . . S
ed a getaway car and returned north. ; S . .__nstitutionalised sectarianism of the
Vampire must have smiled in satisfaction. T
. . “monarchy, which is anathema to all
It had all been well thought out. The  Theready accessibility of Monaghanis .

. S : pluralists and places the Queen of England
bombs were proportionate in size to thethe sorest point of all. The town lay there, bevond the pale
respective bomb-streets' traffic densities.all that time, a sitting duck. The Vampire y pale.
The three streets were parallel. They ranhad been a frequent visitor there. He had
east-west. Allled from busy thoroughfares a special relationship with a Branchman
to rail and bus stations (Busarus, Tarain the town. A witness identified him as
Street Station, Pearse Station, having armed the Monaghan bomb. He
Connolly Station). The streets were had been assisted by an officer of the
sufficiently far apart as to ensure that, if Ulster Defence Regiment.
one bomb was located, the others would
not be readily discovered, in the follow-

But, above all, the British authorities
have always refused proper cooperation
in bringing out the facts over the Dublin/
Monaghan Bombing. Importantfiles have
been withheld. So, when the head of that
State is given the full honours of the Irish

The State has all of this information. Its State on the very day that the Bombings
up street-clearing. Not in sufficient time, "€lévantprincipals have allbe made a}waretooklplace, I wonder has the world gone
anyway. of the situation by me. | have given mad!
evidence to the Barron Enquiry. As a John Morgan
The detonation time, 1730 hours (peakreward for my endeavours, the Barron Lt-Col. Morgan (retired) has produced a
city rush-hour), was chosen to ensureEnquiry misrepresented me grievously in Military analysis of the Dublin/Monaghan
crowded streets and high casualties.its eventual Report. It put me at some riskBomblngwhlch|smthecourseofpubllcatlon

However, the bus-strike—not a planning too. Judge Barron, a former Suprerie
factor—helped diminish the awful cost. Court Judge, had erred badly. We fought ) ) )

But for it, the slaughter would have been it out in subsequent correspondenge,Editorial Digest
even more horrific. There was nowarning. wherein | had made complaints. Barrpn
Naturally. Errors had beenavoided. Shapehacked down. He agreed that he had e req e Queen of England

and symmetry had been preserved. Allinthe matters complained of. He publishdJeffrey Dudgeon of the Ulster Unionist
three bombs could have been placed inwo pages ofErrata in a subsequen Party is attempting to win one of the Seanad
Talbot Street, but this would have increas- Report_ | had won. But my Victory wasla seats_ allocated to Trll”lltyl CO”ege-
ed the risk of discovery. A bomb could pyrrhic one. Had he notretracted, | beligve R_e_fte {nntgr]] tOGng en Efl'éabeth sbproposr?d
have been placed in Henry Street. Manyhe knew he was going back to the COUfES. ward. #(t 1 5 oo femu ot anee 1

. e ; said: "It is a very heavy imposition on a
more lives would have been taken there.| was bringing him there. Into the dock.  British monarch to have to venerate those

But, .shap_e would have been lost. _TheThere, the whole Dublin/Monagh who waged war on her people and armed
dividing line between clean and dirty outrage could have been teased out. |He forces." Brian Ervineof the PUP (which
would have been violated. The bombers'knew that. But | was deprived of is connected with UVF), and admirer of

withdrawal to arendezvousn the clean Opportunity_ He backed down. e t_)Oth Dudgeon and theuugald heWOUld
(West-side) area, for their getaway, would published the Errata. Expert lawyers like to see a serious consideration by the

. . . f Republic to rejoining the Commonwealth
have been jeopardised. But such pit-fallsinformed me I no longer had a case. Im i, thurn for thJe ngen's gesturéews

were seen. Professionalism ruled. ltsure they were right. | was back to squgire | etter, 9th April). He is in the company of
worked atreat. The blind-eye collusionin one as regards bringing the true facts ifito David Norris, John Bruton, and a good
the Republic was vital, too. the public domain. Ignored. few others.



John Stokesis a publican in Fairview,
Dublin. Some time ago he hung a large
banner outside his pub saying the the Queen
of England would not be welcome there.
The Gardatook great exception to this and

launched a campaign of harassment.The Queen of England's visitto Ireland

Stokes gave avery good account of himself
on the Joe Duffy show on RTE radio, in
the teeth of sarcasm and opposition from
Duffy and his followers.

The Gardai then threatened to have
Stokes' late license removed through the
courts. Stokes, never a member of any
political organisation, then removed the
banner, though he continued to sell T-
shirts opposing the Queen's visit, and that
seemed to be the end of the matter. Then
on the night of the 8th of April, a large
force of armed Gardai and Special Branch
raided the pub and arrested John Stokes

was not mentioned. The Irish were a gdod
people, a people to be looked up to. What
they will make of Queen Elizabeth's vigit

and the welcome from tlgaimbinmen |

) Queen's Visit
shudder to think.

will include the Republican Garden The last time the British Queen came to

Remembrance; the British WwW1 memorfal Ireland, England was fighting in Africa as

at Islandbridge; Croke Park the scene| ofwell. Some things never change.

Bloody Sunday on November 21st, 1930, In March 1900, the new Chairman of

when the British killed 14 peopleincluding  the Irish Parliamentary Party, John Red-
the Tipperary player, Sean Hogan, affer j5nq was confronted by a tricky problem
whom one of the two main stands is namgd,;

the Guinness Storehouse—actually heWhen Queen Victoria decided to visit

Diageo Storehouse, as Guinness no lo ge}reland to raise Imperial sentiment and
exists; Government bu”dingg;ras an recruit II‘iSh Cannon—deder fOI‘ the war |t

Uachtaran all in Dublin. Then its thd was fighting to expand the British Empire
National Stud in Kildare and the Rock of in South Africa. Irish Nationalists had
Cashel and on to Cork where she will vigit been pro_Boer and had greeted the ear|y

=

National Institute.

Her visit to the Garden of Reme
brance takes place on May 17th and,
Gerry Adams, among others, pointed ¢

and two members of his family.

The police claimed to havéound"
a few bullets and some cocaine in an
outhouse at the back of the pub. Stokes
was well known for his opposition to the
drugs trade—which is more than can be
said for quite afew members of the Gardai!

anniversary of the day that her soldie
bombed Dublin and Monaghan.

the English Market and the Tyndqll gyitish defeats with favour.

_ Redmond knew he had to make some
adpublic statement about the visit but, since
ut the war had turned in England's favour by

is particularly insensitive. It is the 37¢h this point, he thoughtit would be politic to

rs show moderation. The Queen had announ-
ced that, in recognition of their services in

As the Queen's visit approaches it is[a
certainty that people opposing the vidit The following letter was sent to the  Irish
will be be harassed and arrested, to thegxaminer on5th April, butwas not published
point where a virtual state of internment .

could exist over the days of the visit. Gqd Embracing The Monarchy
bless you ma'am! . .

Mr. Stokes and his two relative William Regan (5 April) says we need
were released without charge within 48 move onand to embrace the British monarc
hours. He saysthatif he Jewish people and Eu

Reaction to the visit by her supporters in | can get over Hitler's crimes Ireland should
the Southhas been mostly of an economic able to get over the past.
kind—more British tourists, more Britis I'm unaware of Hitler being welcomed
investment, etc. Pathetic really. Cork any free people after or during the Secd
Lord Mayor, Labour's Michael O'Connel] World War.
stated:" It will be a great boost not just fo The LondofMimestoday is full of the
Cork city but for the southwest region as|it crimes committed by the British in Kenya
will really bring us world attention andf the firsteight years of Queen Elizabeth's rei
help promote us as a tourist destination\” crimes repeated by them in various countri

CSIK/ ghgg?q%errﬂggglmrg‘gﬁ:ghtﬁé Ev)i(gi(t:-o f including Ireland, which won them promotio
King Edward VIl in 1903:"We welcome decorations,knighthoods and peerages.
the visit from a business perspective—t
UK is obviously a major export market fo
Irish business and traditionally a stron
tourist market which has declined some-
what in recent years and this gives us an__
opportunity to promote the Cork regiofp This letter was sent to the
and win back that businessFianna Fail [ [rish Examiner on 13th April
Senator, Labhras O Murchu in Tippera
said:"l know Cashel Town Council wa

ne
r

think that butter wouldn't melt in her mouth
Donal Kennedy

Forgetting The Past

| do hope that if Queen Elizabeth vigi
Cork's Butter Market, nobody is so naivg to

South Africa, Irish soldiers in the British
Army were to be granted the right to wear
the shamrock on St. Patrick's Day (and
Kipling had rewrittenThe Wearing Of
The Greero celebrate this little national
recognition for the loyal Irish).
Y- Redmond announced in the House of
9P ommons that the Irish people had receiv-
be o e

ed with"gratification" the announcement
by Permitting the Irish Regiments to wear the
ndShamrock and that the royal visit would be

treated with respect. John Dillon was

furious at Redmond foftfalling on his
n hands and knees to craw the Queen,
Jn,and William O'Brien apparently set out to
ES,"smash Redmond'Letters And Leaders
. Of My Day, Vol Il., p448.) And, if it hadn't
been for the Boer War, and the closing of
Irish ranks, Redmond's career as Party
Chairman might have been very short.

o

—

Its

t

But then the British Prime Minister,
Lord Salisbury, made a famous speech as
Grand Master of the Primrose League,
admonishing the Irish for their pro-Boer
sentiments and signalling that a great

anxious that she would come and I'm prefty
sure they will give her a speciegdad mile
failte." That's thegaimbinmen!

The news that Queen Elizabeth will
visiting Cork's English Market led to m

The trustees of Muckross House nekr finding out that the Butter Market there hps

Killarney went all the way and asked her been closed since 1920.
to follow in the footsteps of her grea Could this closure have been connec
great-grandmother Queen Victoria wh with the activities of those praised by Llo
visited Killarney and stayed in Muckrosg George that year, which were "getting t
House in 1851—as people were still dyirlg right men" such as Lord Mayor MacCurt
of starvation—though they did not, of or in burning down the co-operati
course, mention that bit. creameries founded under the inspiratio
But what about Ireland's reputatior}, Sir Horace Plunkett? It's nice to know h
its good name? This writer has in recehtmuch of that is forgotten now, and ho
years been in New York, Spain, Iran, matured Ireland can believe that but

Syria, Lebanon and Palestine. Coming wouldn’t melt in a gracious lady's mouth
from Ireland meant something to peoplg. Donal Kennedy

Something honourable. The Celtic Tiger

o militarization of English society was about
to be put into place to meet any challenge
ahead.

John Redmond made a reply to the
edspeech of Lord Salisbury's, in which he
d tried to atone for his miscalculation in
e grovelling to the Queen's visit. He argued
n that, despite what some Irish people might
€ think, loyalty to the Empire never got
of|reland anywhere and there was only one
thing England really understood:

"Certain he was of this, that to those
enthusiastic persons who believed that
Ireland was likely to reap some substantial
benefits from a Royal visit and a British

er
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wearing of the green (laughter)—to those
simple-minded persons who had been
declaring their belief that the best way to
obtain the concession of Irish rights was

(cheers)..." (Freeman's Journd¥ May,
1900)

The Freeman's Journalwas much

to conciliate English opinion, to earn happier with Redmond's new attitude to
English gratitude by services to the the Royalvisit, butcould notresist chastis-

Empire; this frank and brutal speech ingthe Leader for his previous foolishness
would, come as adouche of cold water. If j its Editorial:

this speech of Lord Salisbury represented
the real voice of the ruling classes in
England, it was well that it had been
made (hear, hear). The somewhat excited
and fevered condition of Ireland would
be steadied and reinvigorated by this
application of iced water, and the Irish
people would see more clearly than ever
that so far at any rate as those for whom
Lord Salisbury spoke were concerned,
the work which Ireland had to undertake
in the future was once more to make it
inconvenient and dangerous to withhold
Irish rights (cheers). They were obliged
by the speech of the Prime Minister to
recall the fact that it was not by
conciliation, nor blind loyalty that
Catholic Emancipation was won (cheers).
It was not by conciliation that the Irish
Church was reformed, the Irish Land
Acts passed, and the franchise won for
the mass of the Irish people; and Lord
Salisbury had by his speech made it
perfectly plain that so far as he and his

"Mr. Redmond's able reply to Lord
Salisbury will be thoroughly approved. It
did not need Lord Salisbury's brutal
candour, however, to prove to any intel-
ligent Irishman familiar with the history
of his country, that the sacrifice of Irish
life in South Africa, the hysterics of the
music halls on Saint Patrick's Day, and
the frustrations of the flunkeys on the
occasion of the Queen's visit, would be
absolutely barren of result to the country.
The proper attitude to such demonstrat-
ions is Lord Salisbury's own one of
contemptuous indifference. The three
men who died at Manchester, and the
three who were murdered in Mitchels-
town, did more for Ireland that all the
thousands of Irishmen that ever died 'for

the pirate Empire'.

In 1900, Redmond and the Party were

still with the Fenians—in spirit at least.
But by 1914 they had gone over to recruit-

friends were concerned it was not by iNg Irishmen for thepirate Empire”.

conciliation nor by loyalty that the

Below is a more straightforward view

remaining Irish grievances were to be of the Queen's visit:

redressed. He sincerely hoped that the
lesson would not be lost upon Ireland or
her representatives.

"... Lord Salisbury spoke of the dangers
ahead to the Empire. If those dangers
came to a head, if the opposing forces of
which Lord Salisbury spoke were to dash
upon these shores, there was one spot
where they would not be perceived as
enemies or invaders (cheers). Lord
Salisbury spoke of the necessity of
safeguarding the heart, as he called it, of
the British Empire. He (Mr. Redmond)
did not know whether the Premier was
speaking only of Great Britain or whether
he included Ireland; but every man knew
that, so far as Ireland was concerned,
Ireland would welcome, instead of reject-
ing, the contingency to which he referred
(cheers and avoice—'NQ"). The one great
remedy for the danger would be to make
the heart sound, to conciliate Ireland, and
to turn it from a hostile into a friendly
nation (cheers); but no; in his remedy
Lord Salisbury left Ireland entirely out of
account. His remedy was to provide for
the arming of the British people... and for
the universal creation of rifle clubs (a
laugh). Thatwas an admirable suggestion.
For his part he believed every people
ought to be armed (cheers); but this rem-
edy of Lord Salisbury did not apply to
Ireland. In Ireland they were not permitted
to have volunteers (hear, hear); they were
not permitted to bear arms. Therefore,
Lord Salisbury's proposal to meet the
danger before us all was to Ireland an
insult, and so far as the rest of the Empire
was concerned was puerile and absurd

Maud Gonne

"THE FAMINE QUEEN (1900)

"The Queen's visit to Ireland is in no
way political', proclaims the Lord
Lieutenant, and the English ministers.
"The Queen's visit has no political signifi-
cance, and the Irish nation must receive
her Majesty with the generous hospitality
for which it is celebrated’, hastens to
repeat Mr. John Redmond, and our servile
Irish members whose nationality has been
corrupted by a too lengthy sojourn in the
enemy's country.

"The Queen'svisitto Ireland has nothing
at all to do with politics', cries the fish-
monger, Pile, whose ambitious soul is
not satisfied by the position of Lord Mayor
and who hankers after an English title.

‘Let us to our knees, and present the
keys of the city to her Most Gracious
Majesty, and compose an address in her
honour.'

‘Nothing political! Nothing political!
Let us present an address to this virtuous
lady', echo 30 town councillors, who
when they sought the votes of the Dublin
people called themselves Irishmen and
Nationalists, but who are overcome by
royal glamour. Poor citizens of Dublin!
Your thoughtlessness in giving your votes
to these miserable creatures will cost you
dear. It has already cost the arrests of
sixteen good and true men, and many
broken heads and bruised limbs from
police batons, for you have realised—if
somewhat late—the responsibility of
Ireland's capital, and, aghast at the sight
of the men elected by you betraying and

dishonouring Ireland, you have, with a
courage which makes us all proud of you,
raised a protest, and cried aloud, 'The
visit ofthe Queen of England is a political
action, and if we accord her a welcome
we shall stand shamed before the nations.
The world will no longer believe in the
sincerity of our demand for National
Freedom.’'

And in truth, for Victoria, in the
decrepitude of her eighty-one years, to
have decided after an absence of half-a-
century to revisit the country she hates
and whose inhabitants are the victims of
the criminal policy of her reign, the surviv-
ors of sixty years of organised famine,
the political necessity must have been
terribly strong; for after all she isawoman,
and however vile and selfish and pitiless
her soul may be, she must sometimes
tremble as death approaches when she
thinks of the countless Irish mothers who,
sheltering under the cloudy Irish sky,
watching their starving little ones, have
cursed her before they died.

Every eviction during sixty-three years
has been carried out in Victoria's name,
and if there is a Justice in Heaven the
shame of those poor Irish emigrant girls
whose very innocence renders them an
easy prey and who have been overcome
in the terrible struggle for existence on a
foreign shore, will fall on this woman,
whose bourgeois virtue is so boasted and
in whose name their homes were
destroyed. If she comes to Ireland again
before her death to contemplate the ruin
she has made it is surely because her
ministers and advisors think that Eng-
land's situation is dangerous and that her
journey will have a deep political import-
ance. England has lived for years on a
prestige which has had no solid
foundation. She has hypnotised the world
with the falsehood of her greatness; she
has made great nations and small nations
alike believe in her power. It required the
dauntless courage and energy of the Boers
to destroy forever this illusion and rescue
Europe from the fatal enchantment. Today
no one fears the British Empire, her
prestige has gone down before the rifles
of a few thousand heroic peasants.

If the British Empire means to exist she
will have to rely on real strength, and real
strength she has not got. England is in
decadence. She has sacrificed all to getting
money, and money cannot create men,
nor give courage to her weakly soldiers.
The men who formerly made her great-
ness, the men from the country districts
have disappeared; they have been
swallowed up by the great black manu-
facturing cities; they have been flung
into the crucible where gold is made.
Today the giants of England are the giants
of finance and of the Stock Exchange,
who have risen to power on the backs of
agreat struggling mass of pale, exhausted
slaves. The storm approaches; the gold
which the English have made out of the
blood and tears of millions of human
beings attracts the covetousness of the
world. Who will aid the pirates to keep



their spoils? In their terror they turn

Victoria, their Queen. She has succee
in amassing more gold than any of

subjects; she has always been read
cover with her royal mantle the crim
and turpitude of her Empire, and no
trembling on the brink of the grave, s
rises once more at their call. Soldiers
needed to protect the vampires. T
Queen issues an appeal in England,

(0]
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fitrol\/loriarty On Lowry
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Lre TheMoriarty Reportis notan objective was allowed in to the relevant market

he Report into political corruption. After (Iragq), competition would depress prices.
thefourteen years of investigation costing So, inthis instance, conferring a favour on

Part One

struggling mass of slaves cry 'Hurra
but there is no blood in their veins,
strength in their arms. Soldiers must
found, so Victoria will go herself to fet

them; she will go over to Ireland—to thfs

people who have despised gold, and
in spite of persecutions and threats, h
persisted in their dream of Freedom
idealism, and who, though reduced
numbers, have maintained all the be
and strength and vitality of their race.
Taking the Shamrock in her wither
hand she dares to ask Ireland for sold
—for soldiers to protect the exterminat
of their race! And the reply of Irela
comes sadly but proudly, not through
lips of the miserable little politicians w
are touched by the English canker
through the lips of the Irish people.

'‘Queen, return to your own land; you
will find no more Irishmen ready to wear

the red shame of your livery. In the p
they have done so from ignorance,
because it is hard to die of hunger w
one is young and strong and the
shines, but they shall do so no long
see! Your recruiting agents return
successful and alone from my green h

and plains, because once more hope|ha

revived, and it will be in the ranks of yo
enemies that my children will fin
employment and honour! As to tho
who today enter your service to help
your criminal wars, | deny them! If th
die, if they live, it matters not to me, th
are no longer Irishmen.'

Pat Walsh

', tens of millions of euros it could not avoid the largest beef exporter was in the interests
0 being a defence of the record of the Tribu-of the State and therefore a finding of
be nal. A finding of 'no corruption' would corruption was unwarranted.
have invited ridicule. The part of the Moriarty Report which
ho, Thisisnottosay thatthe findings of the has just been published is divided into two
veReport are automatically untrue. However, volumes. The first largely deals with the
nditis not a detached, even-handed examinimoney trail or alleged payments by Denis
in ation of the evidence. In this writer's opin- O'Brien to Michael Lowry. The second
Yion the lengthy and expensive nature ofvolume looks at the awarding of the mobile
d the process must have influenced the resultphone licence. This article will analyse
ors the first volume. A later article will deal
rs The Moriarty Tribunal succeeded the with Volume 2.
McCracken Tribunal. McCracken found  The mostimportant aspect of the Report
e that, although Charles Haughey and Mich-is the awarding of the licence to the Esat
ael Lowry received money from business- consortium. The award enabled the win-
Ut men, there was no evidence of them givingners to become very wealthy. If it could be
favours in return. So while the politicians proved thatthere was corruption involved,
were severely criticised he fell short of thiswould have very serious consequences
st concluding that they were corrupt. for the State. All other issues pale in
nd Moriarty, onthe other hand, concluded comparison, but Moriarty did investigate
enthat Haughey was corrupt on the groundstwo separate issues: the first related to
unthat he gave &eal and tangible'benefit ~ Lowry's tax evasion; the second related to
" to Ben Dunne. In this writer's opinion the a favour requested by Ben Dunne.
rllls evidence for this was flimsy (sdash
olitical Review January 2007 and the
r "Shorts by Long Fellow" section of the  Lowry's tax evasion was covered inthe
current issue). McCracken Tribunal and Moriarty
e The payments to Haughey were dealtdiscovers nothing remarkable on this
in with in Part 1 of Moriarty's Report, which matter. For the record it was found that his
was published in late 2006. Part 2 of thecompany had a tax liability of euro 1,26
Y Report dealt with payments to Michael million. Of this 707k related to underpay-
Lowry and was published in March 2011. ment of taxes and 555k related to interest
and penalties. He also had a personal

Tax Evasion

WHAT’S IN A NAME

Interacting globalisation has

Many blame-games and names

Peacekeeping and all that jazz

Errand of mercy to put out the flames

Recoiling at the sight of the civilig
population

Inextricable, after the mould

Accepting the daily proclamation

>

Political corruption occurs when a income tax liability of euro 192k. 64k
holder of a political office uses his position related to underpayment of tax and 129k
to obtain favours either for himself or related to interest and penalties.
others to the disadvantage of the State. In Lowry was one of those businessmen
the case of political favours given to others, who liked his customers to pay part of his
there are two elements: the first is the fees through the company and part in the
payments made by private citizens or cor-form of a "bonus" which was kept off the
porate entities to politicians; the second books. All of this is very interesting and is
element is the favours given in return.  certainly illegal, but it has nothing to do

However, it could be argued that these with political corruption. Political corrupt-
elements are necessary but not sufficienion in this instance could only occur if
to prove corruption. In order to prove Lowry used his political office to gain
political corruption it must also be shown favourable treatment for his tax affairs.

Like humanitarian bombing. Then the that the State was disadvantaged as doriarty found thatthere was no evidence

polls
Installing the puppet, worm-holed
Slowing down, to come, the apocalyp
Mollifying the eclipsed.

Wilson John Haire
18th April, 2011

result of the favours being conferred. So, that this occurred. Indeed he admits that
for example, areading of the Beef Tribunal Lowry could have avoided some of his
se Report in the 1980s shows that Larry company's tax liabilities by winding it up.

Goodman contributed substantial sumsto Moriarty also admits that the evidence
Fianna Fail and Fine Gael. Also, the Stateindicated that his customers were very
conferred a benefit on Goodman by giving satisfied with the service he gave them.
him favourable export credit insurance Again there was no suggestion that any
terms. But a very strong case was madepolitical influence was used to win

that, if more than one Irish beef exporter contracts.




Ben Dunne  corruptact would need to be committed in tax and that he was amenable to improper

Although Lowry had a number of order to keep the rents at their inflated influence from Ben Dunne is allowed
customers by far the most important wasvalue. influence a Report on the question of
Ben Dunne. So was Lowry Dunne's kept  Also, on page 410 of the Report we are corruption in the awarding of the mobile
man? Moriarty comes up with only one given a different view of the value of the phone licence.
incidence of Dunne's influence on Lowry. benefitto Dunne. He says that the Dunnes The decisionto grantthe licence to Esat
This occurred in April 1995 when Lowry were claiming an annual rent of £890k was made in October 1995. There followed
was Minister for Communications. and the arbitrator had decided that the rent period of negotiation which concluded

Dunne made a phone call to Lowry was £640k a year. Moriarty doesn't do thein May 1996 with the formal award of the
asking him to use his influence to resolve sums, but on this basis the value of thelicence. Moriarty could find no evidence
a rent dispute with Telecom Eireann andbenefit over 7 years would have beenofany corrupt payment by Esat before the
Dunnes Stores. Telecom Eireannwas rent£1.75 million and not the £2.38 million he awarding of the licence. In my opinion,
ing a property owned by Dunnes. The calculates on page 31. This is an examplehe evidence that he adduces after the
dispute was being arbitrated on by Sherryof the Report being more like a statementaward is very weak.
FitzGerald, a property firm partly owned for the Prosecution than an objective, The following was the evidence examined:
by Mark FitzGerald, the son of Garret dispassionate analysis of what happened. 1) verhal evidence of Barry Maloney

FitzGerald (afellow member of Fine Gael).  So, were Dunne and Lowtgrofoundly 2) Payment by Telenor, an Esat partner
Lowry contacted FitzGerald a couple of corruptto a degree that was nothing short to Fine Gael

times on an informal basis. The exact of breathtaking? The firstthingtobesaid ~ 3) Payment to Lowry by David Austin
details of the contact are disputed. Lowry is that thécorruption”failed initsimple- ~ 4) Mansfield property transaction
claims that he was trying to speed up thementation. It wagattempted corruption” ~ 2) Cheadle property transaction

o S g N - 6) Doncaster property transaction
process of rent arbitration while FitzGerald which did not succeed inits objective. The 7) Share transactions in Esat

said that Lowry wanted him (i.e. Fitz impression given was that the attempted
Gerald) to contact the Sherry FitzGerald corruption was fairly half-hearted. Ben
employee directly involved in the arbitra- Dunne said in evidence that his phone call Barry Maloney was a College friend of
tion process and suggest that the rento Lowry was'spontaneous”He did not  panis O'Brien. Maloney was a successful
should be doubled. consider the implications of what he was y ,cinessman in his own right and was
Moriarty finds FitzGerald's evidence doing. Thatis, he was not only attempting employed as a senior Executive in Rank
more convincing and in truth itis difficult to use personal contacts to obtain anya.qyinthe USA before O'Brien appoint-
to see why the latter would lie. If one advantage, but that he was involving a o4 him as Chief Executive of Esat Digi-
accepts FitzGerald's evidence Lowry's public office holder whose dutiesinvolved 50 Esat Digifone was the successful
intervention wascorrupt". There is no protecting the interests of the State. bidder for the mobile phone licence. It
doubt that the intervention, if successful, ~ Lowry, made two informal attempts to . sisted of Esat Telecommunications,
would have been to the disadvantage ofexert influence. To Mark FitzGerald's o4 by Denis O'Brien; Telenor, a Norweg-
the State. Telecom Eireann, a semi Statecredit, he considered the approaches im{4 telecommunications company; and a
company, would have been forced to payproper and refused to make any contactyarmot Desmond investment company
a higher rent than would have been other-with his employee conducting the rent |, ; The ownership of the consortium was
wise the case. review. There was no further pressure or i ided 40%,
Predictably, Moriarty is ecstatic. Here threats exerted on FitzGerald and the arbi- Maloney claimed that, around October
is evidence of corruption! VoilalHe  tration was allowed to proceed untainted. 1996, he had a conversation with O'
describes this as beitrofoundly corrupt If FitzGerald's evidence is correct— grian in which O'Brien said that he had
to a degree that was nothing short of anditprobably is—the behaviour of Dunne made a payment of £100k to Lowry; £100k
breathtaking" and Lowry was improper, but in my iy another unnamed person; and £100k
On page 31 of the Report he claims thatopinion to call itprofoundly corrupttoa 4,4 got"stuck with an intermediary”
the value of the benefit to Dunne was degree that was nothing short of breath- 115 was done shortly after the awarding
£2.38 million in the short term and £7.35 taking"is an exaggeration.

of the licence in May 1996.
millioninthe long term. The £2.38 million O'Brien has not dgnied that a conversa-
figure is calculated by multiplying the THE MOBILE PHONE LICENCE AWARD

difference of the rent which Dunne was ~ Exceptfor the involvement of Michael tlo_n,htohr A IteiSt a|5|m|lﬁr converﬁanon,
looking for (£10 per square foot) and what LOWrY. there is no connection between mgmusj\; aefgfsi,ceegutorfg,f;/i;’traed?g\_/e
was actually decided (£6 per square foot)’Lowry‘s tax affairs, his relat|onsh|p bet- orv ex Iangtions Cirstly. he was bein

multiply by the area of the premises een Ben Dunne and the awarding of the y exp : Y, 9

(85,000 square foot), multiply by the term Mobile phone licence to the Esat consort-10c0se. The reason for the joke was that he
of the lease (7 years).

VERBAL EVIDENCE OF BARRY MALONEY

40% and 20% respectively.

ium. As indicated above, the implications Was frustrated by Maloney's unwillingness
to pay consultancy fees following the

for the State are far more profound if a - -
| have no idea where Moriarty gets the finding of corruption is made regarding award of the licence. Th's_ was a source of
embarrassment to O'Brien who had to

£7.35 million figure. He says that the Esat. The fact that the terms of reference ,
capital value is measured by 15 times theof the Tribunal—as well as Moriarty's Meet the relevant people socially. | don't
annual rent. So, if this is accepted the longinterpretation of them—are so broad is, in find this explanatlon_ implausible. It has
term benefit would be (15 x 4 x 85,000), my opinion, problematic. 3'59 been my experience that successful
which is £5.1 million. But, it is doubtful If a personis charged with being a bankpusmessmen are dnven' b}’ €go. They often
that calculating théong term"valueisof  robber, it is considered inadmissible as k€ 1o pretend that their influence is far
any relevance. The term of the lease wasevidence that he might also be a wife greater than it actually is.

only 7 years. Rents would be reviewed atbeater. This principle does notapplytothe O'Brien also gave another explanation.
the end of the term at which point another Tribunal. So, the fact that Lowry evaded He said that at the time it was very clear



that he was about to become an extremelytransfer the funds via an offshore account The ubiquitous David Austin paid
wealthy man. By contrast, Michael Lowry's to Fine Gael. When the time came for the£147k to Michael Lowry in Autumn of
business was in serious trouble and hisdeed to be done, Telenor insisted on docu41996 via an offshore account. By co-
political career was in ruins. O'Brien, who mentation (those damn Scandinavians!).incidence in August 1996 O'Brien had
seemed to share a similar right-wing Austin decided to invoice them fécon-  concluded a two part payment totalling
political perspective, had thought of mak- sultancy services" 150k (the first one amounting to 50k, the
ing a payment to Lowry, but then thought ~ When the payment was received by second 100k). Moriarty thinks that the
better of it. O'Brien denies that he ever Austin, he transferred the funds to Fine payment was in effect a payment of 147k
made any payment to Lowry. Gael. It seems that it belatedly dawned onto Lowry from O'Brien and the payment
The problem with Maloney's evidence Fine Gael that all of this might not look to Austin was just a smokescreen.
is that the Tribunal could not find any good. What followed is the stuff of pure  Here again we return to the evidence of
corroborating evidence. The amounts thatcomedy. The party decided that it had to Barry Maloney that 100k wastuck with
Maloney gives don't tie in with any trans- give the money back. But who to give it an intermediary" But at the time of
actions known to have been received byback to? It decided to return the cheque toMaloney's conversation it wasn't stuck
Lowry. Moriarty makes great play of the Telenor since this was where the paymentwith an intermediary it was safely in an
phrasée'stuck with an intermediary'but  had come from. But Telenor had already offshore account owned by Michael
elsewhere in the Report any evidence ofbeen compensated so it had to give it back_owry. Secondly the total amount involv-
payments beintstuck with an intermed- to Esat. Esat did not want to take it backed was not 100k but 147Kk.
iary" occur after Maloney's conversation. because acceptance wouldimply thatthere O'Brien claims that his payment of
was something improper about the original 150k to Austin had no connection with the
Payment oF $50,0008Y TELENOR payment. paymentofthe 147k from Austinto Lowry.
This payment was initiated by David  Atthe time some enterprising charities His payment to Austin related to the
Austin. Austin is a person who appears suggested that if nobody else wanted thepurchase of a holiday home in Marbella.
quite often in this Report. He was a Smurfit money well... The original price agreed in July 2006 was
Executive who was also an enthusiastic Moriarty does not claim that the 165k, but Austin wanted the use of the
supporter of Fine Gael. He was a lifelong payment had anything to do with the Esathouse until the Autumn of 1997 when the
friend of both O'Brien and O'Brien's father. award. Nor was there any suggestion thaiRyder Cup was played in Spain. Accord-
He also was a friend of Michael Lowry on Lowry had any involvement in the trans- ingly, the purchase price was reduced to
the basis of a shared interest in politics andaction. Indeed the legal advice that Fine 150k.
horseracing. Lowry claims that his friend- Gael received was that the payment did The Report goes into the detail of the
ship with Austin was very close and at not come under the terms of reference oftransaction and finds it extraordinary that
times they were in almost daily contact. the Moriarty Tribunal. But Moriarty a competent businessman like Austin
In 1995 Austin was retired and living in justifies his interestin this by arguing that, couldn't find the deeds of the house; and
the UK. Fine Gael's finances were in very even though Lowry did not participate in that the legal formalities were not com-
bad shape. Its debts amounted to about £8he US funding event, the fact that he waspleted until 1998.
million. Austin had the idea of copying a Fine Gael trustee placed it under the | don't know why Moriarty finds this
Fianna Fail and embarking on afundraisingterms of reference of the Tribunal. extraordinary. | don't find it in the least
drive in the United States. Theideawasto Earlier we have seen that Moriarty surprising. Also the rather loose attention
organise a dinner in New York at which attached great significance to Barry to legal formalities would not be at all
the Taoiseach John Bruton would appear Maloney's evidence that O'Brien said thatuntypical of transactions between close
In November 2005 Austin approached his 100k was'stuck with an intermediary'lt  friends.
longstanding friend Denis O'Brien. Itwas could be said that in this instance asum of It is very interesting that, for all his
agreed that a contribution of $50,000 for amoney was stuck with an intermediary. analysis, Moriarty doesn't give an opinion
table would be made. But this is hardly corroborating evidence. on the value of the Marbella home. Was it
This approach by Fine Gael and David The amount involved was not £100k, but worth 150k or 165k? This would seem to
Austin was probably injudicious, given $50k, which equalled about £31k at the be an obvious question but the normally
the awarding of the licence only a month time. Secondly, this amount was not stuckvoluble Moriarty doesn't pronounce on it.
before and formal contracts had not beenwith the intermediary at the time Maloney |t seems that Moriarty wanted to avoid the
signed. O'Brien says that he suggestechad his conversation with O'Brien. It was detail of the sale of the Marbella house.
that Telenor (a 40% member of the Esatonly in 1998 that Fine Gael attempted to Media Reports indicate that O'Brien had
consortium) would contribute, since that return the money paid to them by Telenor. to practically force the late David Austin's
company wanted to become involved in  So what does Moriarty conclude? He widow to appear before the Tribunal to

Irish affairs. Also, at that time Esat was says: confirm that the house had indeed been
not in a position to come up with that "Any suggestion that the payment by sold and that they had vacated it perman-
money. Telenor was legitimate as an expressiongntly in October 1997 as stated by O'Brien.

of interest in Irish affairs, but not by any

This version of events is disputed by  other entity or shareholder within the  Sowhat conclusion does Moriarty come
Telenor which claimed that it was always ~ Esat Digifone consortium was specious to? After all his bluster about the legal
its understanding that Esatwould compen-  and untenable.” documents not been in order, he doesn't
sate Telenor for the payment. Moriarty ~ This reads more like a sneer than adeny that a sale of the Marbella property
suggests that the payment was routeddetached conclusion of a judge wishing todid occur. His contention is that the 150k
through Telenor to hide its true source keep within the terms of reference of his that O'Brien gave to Austin did not relate
(O'Brien and Esat). Report. to this sale but was used to transmit 147k

The arrangement was that Telenor to Lowry. But, if the sale did in fact take
would pay David Austinand Austinwould ~ PAYMENT To LowRy BY DAvID AUSTIN place, then there must have been two
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payments of 150k to David Austin: one to Austin (and Lowry was able to produce a However, ownership of the Mansfield
bribe Lowry and the other in consideration document from Austin confirming repay- property was vested with Lowry. Moriarty
of the house. But Moriarty couldn't find ment of the loan), Moriarty concludes that adduces no convincing evidence to support
the second payment. And if O'Brien was the only reason that the so-called loan waghis contention. The only thing he comes
intenton putting 150k into Lowry's account repaid was that Lowry became aware ofup with is that Lowry sought taxation
through an intermediary, why complicate the setting up of the McCracken Tribunal. advice on the capital gains transaction.
matters by buying a property from the But as we will see later the same prudenceMoriarty believes that such advice would
same intermediary? did notapplyto later transactions involving not have been sought for such a small

The payment of 147k by Austin to associates of O'Brien. investment of stgf25k. Therefore Lowry
Lowry was a loan for the purposes of a Moriarty often uses a circularargument must have really owned 100% of the
refurbishment of a property in Carysfort to ‘prove’ his case. So, if it is assumed thatproperty. Again, | find Moriarty's argu-
Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. It might O'Brien paid Lowry 150k via David Aus- ment very unconvincing.
be said that it was a coincidence stretchingtin, proof that the assumption is correctis There are at least two reasons why
credibility that roughly the same amount the fact that O'Brien concealed his payment_owry would have sought taxation advice.
of money left O'Brien's account and then to David Austin from the Tribunal. But After his recent experience of having had
ended up in an offshore account owned bythis logic only works if it is assumed that all prospect of ever again holding high
Lowry. But is it really so implausible? O'Brien is guilty in advance. If, on the public office destroyed through revelations
Austin had a very close relationship with other hand, O'Brien's version of events isoftax evasion, itwould be very understand-
O'Brien and it appears that Lowry had accurate, and the 150k payment to Austinable that he would want his tax affairs in
also a very close relationship with Austin. related to a property transaction, then itisorder. Secondly, Lowry intended to make
Following the sale of his Marbella prop- perfectly in order for O'Brien NOT to a number of investments in the UK. The
erty, Austin had 150k in cash. What could declare the transaction to the Tribunal taxation advice he would receive for the
he have done with it? In the circumstancessince it had nothing to do with Michael small transaction would also have applied
it does not seem far-fetched that Austin Lowry. to other transactions.
would lend the cash to his friend Michael Here we have anothdacunain the
Lowry. . MANSFIELD TRANSACTION  \1oriary investigation. We saw earlier

. o At this stage a foreign reader of the . . :

Moriarty attaches great significance to . . : .. that Moriarty had no interest in the value
the fact that the transactions were routed,MonartY _Report mlght_well think that, if of the Marbella property sold to Denis
through off-shore accounts. But neither _Paddy Is corrupt, _he Is not very good at O'Brien, but here he seems uninterested in

o . . ) it. Allthese transactions take place and yet
O'Brien and Austin were resident in Ire-

there is a persistent pattern of the mone the nature of the taxation advice given to
land. At one stage Moriarty suggests that P b yLowry. It seems to have been quite detailed
Lowry, rather than Austin, wanted the

failing to end up in the corrupt politician's . . -
bank accounts! What's the matter with and expensive, since '\"O”afty go_ncludes
147k to be transferred to an offshore ' that the expense couldn't be justified by an
i hese people?! .
account. He thinks that such an open anot : : o . investment of a mere stg£25k. Presumably,
. . If Moriarty is correct in his suspicions, ) :
sociable person such as Austin would not.. . X . the advice would have included calculat-
. itis avery sad reflection on our educational . . .
instruct Lowry to open an off-shore ions of anticipated gains and costs, but
account so as toreceive the 147k. Here, ir‘[ : - Moriarty gives no details about this which
) i ) . rying and failing to pay off Lowry 3 years .
my view, Moriarty is grasping at straws. . would have been very relevant to his
: ; after the license award. In March 1999 a
The idea that a sociable person would not theory.
. . . stg£300k payment was made from an
contemplate clandestine transactions IS_ ccount controlled by O'Brien to a lawver c -
just nonsensical. We already know that he; y Wy HEADLE [RANSACTION
. . . in the UK. The payment was made by The second UK investment was in
did precisely this for the $50,000 Telenor , . T L
. Aidan Phelan, Denis O'Brien's accountant.Cheadle. The original plan was that Lowry
payment. And Lowry had no direct con- . o . . o i hi )
nection with this transaction According to O'Brien this stg£300k was would mvgst 100_/o|nth|s prpperty. A|dan
' owned by Phelan and related to consult-Phelan did not wish to participate in this
In November 1996 Lowry's political ancy work surrounding the Esat Digifone investment, amounting to stg£445k. How-
career was in ruins. He was forced to bid. ever, he lent Lowry the balance of the
resign fromthe Cabinetfollowingrevelat-  The stg£300k was for the purpose of funds he had in the English lawyer's
ions of tax evasion in connection with engaging in property investment in the accountand introduced himto Woodches-
transactions with Ben Dunne. He may UK with, of all people, Michael Lowry. It  ter Bank. Lowry initially obtained approval
well have felt that he would not be re- seems that the prudence which led Lowryfor a loan from Woodchester on the basis
elected to the Dail and decided to divestto pay back his 147k loan to David Austin of a guarantee given by a Cork business-
himself of the property in Carysfort did not apply to doing business with man called John Daly. For once this person
Avenue in January 1997. He repaid his another O'Brien associate. The initial prop- had no connection with Denis O'Brien.
loan of 147k plus interest to David Austin erty investment was in Mansfield and  Unfortunately, Daly, having signed the
in February 1997. So the transfer of fundswould cost stg£250k. Lowry paid Stg£25k guarantee and faxed it to Woodchester,
which had supposedly originated with in to the same account opened by thethen got cold feet and decided that he
Denis O'Brien had reverted to Austin, or English lawyer. According to Lowry the would not send the original document to
to use Barry Maloney's phrase Hat  arrangementwas that he would buy a 10%the bank and therefore the guarantee was
stuck with the intermediary". The only share in the property and Phelan wouldnotvalidated. It appears that Aidan Phelan
problem (apartfrom the amountinvolved) own 90%. The surplus of Phelan's fundswas very embarrassed by this. He had
is that according to Maloney this had would remain in the lawyer's account for introduced Lowry to the bank, with which
already happened by October 1996. future property investments. he had a close relationship, and Lowry
Instead of coming tothe obvious conclu-  Moriarty's contention is that the person had failed to deliver as regards obtaining
sion that Lowry was repaying a loan from behind the transaction was O'Brien. a guarantee. Secondly, there had already

system that O'Brien was apparently still



been a legally-binding commitment to of who had owned an asset could beMoriarty doesn't speculate as to what this
purchase the Cheadle property. Phelardeduced from howthe sales proceeds werenight mean, but it is at least a possibility
stepped in to the breach and borroweddistributed. However, at this stage sincethat Lowry wanted to find a purchaser for
from Woodchester to finance the invest- the parties involved are aware of the Trib- both properties. Before selling the property
ment. Lowry had ceased to have anyunal's scrutiny, Moriarty could argue that Lowry himself would buy the properties
financial involvement in the Cheadle any distribution of the proceeds not from Phelan and then sell on to the pur-
investment. It was now 100% owned by according with his theory is unconvincing chaser making a very substantial profit. In
Phelan... or atleastthatis howitappearedas evidence. order to implement this plan he needed to
But Moriarty knows better. However, late in 2000 there was a possi-give the impression to the English lawyer,
Moriarty believes that the efforts of bility that both the Mansfield and Cheadle Christopher Vaughan, that he had had a
Lowry to borrow from Woodchester were properties would be sold together in onegreater financial involvement than was
an elaborate charade. There was nevedeal to the same purchaser. Moriarty dis-actually the case.
any intention for Lowry to borrow from covered documentation fromthe prospect-
Woodchester. The funding was alwaysive purchaser's lawyers indicating that _ THE DONCASTER TRANSACTION
going to come from Aidan Phelan and Lowry's consent was necessary for the, Denis O'Brien does not dispute his
Phelan was merely a front man for Denis handing over of the title deeds to the INvolvementinthe purchase ofthe Doncas-
O'Brien. And, although the source of the properties. The implication seems to be €’ Rovers stadium. The plan was to
funding was to come from O'Brien, 100% that this is proof that Lowry owned both Purchase the stadium with a view to
ownership would be vested in Lowry.  properties. But in my view the fact alone 9€Veloping the property as a retail centre
It's certainly an interesting theory, but that Lowry owned 10% of one of the @nd relocate the stadium on the outskirts
the evidence to support it is pretty flimsy. properties would have been animpediment®f Doncaster. The deal was done around
Unfortunately the Woodchester's files to the transfer of ownership of both 1998.Itappearstohavebeenacomplicated
relating to the transaction are incomplete. properties in the same deal. dealinvolving retention clauses. This gave
This might be considered suspiciousifwe Moriarty mentions in passing that the 1€ t0 @ legal d'SPUte.W'Fh the vendors.
didn't know about Irish banking practice lawyer for the vendors, Christopher Vau- ~ Unfortunately for O'Brien he used the
which seemed to operate on the basis thaghan, wanted both properties to be valued@Me Property agent as Lowry and Aidan
the wealthier the client the sloppier the separately. He doesn't draw any conclu-PN€lan had used for the Mansfield and
paperwork. It also seems thatwhen Wood-sions from this, but one reason why this Cheadle investments. This was a person
chester was taken over by Investec Bankmight have been necessary is that the tw@S€d in Northern Ireland called Kevin
some files went missing. properties were NOT owned by the samePhelan, who was not related to Aidan
The bank official dealing with the trans- person (Michael Lowry) and Lowry didin Phelan. Perhaps because the same property
action was Michael Tunney. Although fact only own 10% of the Mansfield 2dentwas used, the same lawyer, Christo-
there has never been any documentatiorproperty and had no financial involvement Pher Vaughan, was used for legal advice.
to show involvement by Denis O'Brien in with the Cheadle property. Af\d to r‘eaIIy putthe catamong the pigeons
the loan of stgf420k by Woodchester to  The deal to sell the Mansfield and ©'Brien’s accountant Aidan Phelan was
Aidan Phelan for the Cheadle investment, Cheadle properties fell through. However, also involved in a professional capacity in
Moriarty still believes that O'Brien was it is interesting to note the proposed salethe deal. .
involved. price. It was stg£1.3 million. Remember,  f that wasn't bad enough, Lowry had
The basis of his beliefis the evidence of only a short period before, the purchase®"lY recently been introduced to Kevin
bank officials who had a peripheral price of Mansfield was stg£250k and Phelan and was sniffing around. It is
involvement in the transaction. Michael Cheadle stg£445k. So it looked like the IMPOrtant to emphasise at this point that
Tunney does not deny that he might haveowners of the properties would make a the Doncaster deal was in train before the
given the impression to his colleagues thatkilling. Mansfield and Cheadle deals. The Mori-

this was a Denis O'Brien transaction. Mori- arty narrative is notin chronological order,
arty asks rhetorically: if Denis O'Brien Buthow must Lowry have feltaboutall which can be confusing, butis in the order

had no involvement in the transaction ofthis? If his evidence istp be believed, hein which he discovered the evidence.
why would bank officials be under the C2M€ Very close to owning 100% of the  Moriarty's interestin the Doncaster deal
impression that that was the case? more valuable property (Cheadle) but arose from a series of articles published in
Well, | can see why Tunney might in ended up not owning any of it. All he had The Irish Times®y Colm Keena in 2003.
certain circumstances have given that V2S 10% of the smaller property (Mans- The article included details of a letter
impression, even ifthere was nofoundation'¢'d)- S0 what could have been a jackpotyyritten by Christopher Vaughan to Mich-
to it. He had authorised a loan of stg420k " &> only likely to result in a very modest ael Lowry dated 25th September 1998.
with the most flimsy paperwork imagin- caplta! gain. The other galling point from This letter followed ‘meetings with
able. How could he have justified such an Lowry's point of view is t,hat he seems to Vaughan over the previous two days. The
action, especially to the new owners of the"2ve had a much more "hands on’ role inetter indicates that he had not realised
bank? It is very plausible that he would the property transactions than Phelan. owry's"totalinvolvementin the Doncas-
have said something like: Phelan is anFhelan had used his financial clout toter transaction. It seems that the only
"O'Brien man: it's an O'Brien transaction: & 2Ct Lowry from the Cheadle deal and reason that he had come to the conclusion
don't worry about it: it will be repaid. Yo Lowry was under amoral obligationto that Lowry hadtotal involvementfs that

help sell the Cheadle property with no [ owry gave that impression to him and
But the hard facts of the matter are that,benefit for himself. Lowry had been present at a meeting with

if Phelan had defaulted on the loan, the It seems that Lowry wanted a greater Kevin Phelan in which the details of the

bank would have had no legal recourse topiece of the action. Aidan Phelan in his poncaster deal were discussed. Vaughan

O'Brien. All else is speculation. evidence to the Tribunal suggested thatsaid in evidence that Lowry had no input
In normal circumstances the question Lowry was'runninginthe undergrowth"  pefore or after the deal.
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Moriarty attaches great significance to to Lowry is biased. It certainly is not an any convincing hard evidence to show
this letter which is the sole piece of even-handed objective investigation, which that there were corrupt payments made to
evidence linking Lowry to the Doncaster one would expect in a Tribunal process. Michael Lowry. He relies on speculation

deal. He further goes on to say that Vaugh-

It would not be quite accurate to say and hearsay. And the speculation and

anis arfexperienced and astute solicitor" that there is no evidence linking Denis hearsay is just not plausible.

and couldn't have been mistaken aboutO'Brien payments to Michael Lowry. B
Lowry's involvement. But thi®experien-  the evidence is circumstantial. To

ut John Martin

n

ced and astute solicitorvas inaccurate outside observer it is certainly surprising ' .
about the dates of the meetings he hadhat O'Brien seemed to have entan IedDOn t mention the war!

with Lowry. He was also inaccurate about himself, albeit indirectly, with Lowry i
the times and venues. He also consistentlyarious business transactions after
managed to misspell Aidan Phelan's nameaward of the licence. But there were ot
in his documents as well as showing sloppi-extraordinary coincidences that could
ness in the drafting of letters. have had a sinister implication. For ex3
It is beyond the scope of this article to ple, one of Lowry's customers in the mq

continued
the

hercrucial to explain how and why the EU

hot Project arose from the previous events.
m- The fact is that it was the experiences of
at-the generation of European leaders who

discuss the constitutional aspects of thepacking business had also done busifes§ad lived through two World Wars that

Tribunal. Neverthelessitis worth mention- with Kevin Phelan, the property agd
ing that the Tribunal lawyers did not involved in the UK investments. And
consider it appropriate to even abke
Irish Timegournalist Colm Keena forthe Vaughan, the English solicitor.
source of this document or other docu- A benign interpretation would be th
ments that were leaked to the Tribunal. Onireland is a small place and within tk
the other hand, confidentiality did not small place there were only a very sn
apply to the solicitor/client relationship. number of Irish people involved
Moriarty denies this was the case. But theinvesting in the UK commercial prope
Tribunal was able to obtain two versions scene in the late 1990s. It is possible t

nt determined them to avoid such events
it again. It was not based on some idealistic

seemed Phelan always used Christophelvish for peace butan effortto save Europe’s

internal conflicts from being used by
at Britain again to exacerbate those conflicts
at to the point of war. That is why Britain
all was initially excluded—and excluded

,Itn itself—from the efforts at European inte-

y gration until the Union proved a success.
hat It then joined on the basis that 'if you can't

of confidential advice to Denis O'Brien if an Irish person wanted to become beat them you had better join them'.

senior from his solicitor. involved in this area, there was a v
The mere existence of the Tribunal bec- strong possibility that he would have h

bry  The economic policies of the Project
ad were just that—economic policies—to
help achieve its political aims. But these

ame a handicap for Denis O'Brien's ability dealings with Kevin Phelan.

over the Doncaster Rovers property onemunications would have puthimincon
of the vendors obtained the letter of 25th with Esatemployees, whichwould exp
September 1998 referred to above and gittem  his relationship with Aidan Phelan.
ted to blackmail Denis O'Brien Senior. More important, O'Brien had a clo

The property agent Kevin Phelan also personal and business relationship v
became embroiled in a dispute with O' David Austin. Michael Lowry had also
Brien over fees for consultancy services. close personal and business relation
Itis widely believed that he was the sourcewith Austin. Under the circumstances
for the leaking of various documents to does not seem extraordinary that Lo\
The Irish Times. And yet, because Phelanand O'Brien's paths would cross.

to do business. When a legal dispute arose Lowry's position as Minister for Cor%—
|

aims themselves were not an economic

tact policy. The founders knew, again from

in bitter experience, that politics determined
economics and not the other way round.
Le  Naturally John does not mention any of
ith this. He is far from being alone in having
a a'don't mention the wasyndrome about
shipthe history of the European project. Those
it magnificent men and women in the
vry European Parliament have a plan to write
the history of Europe but it has run into

is resident outside the jurisdiction, he could  The maligninterpretation, which Moji-  trouble:

not be compelled to account for his role in arty believes, is that O'Brien wanted

the various UK transactions, neither could make payments to Lowry a significir:t

the English vendors of the Doncaster Rov-amount of time after the awarding of
ers property be compelled to submit to licence. O'Brien might have felt sor

"Despite opposition from EU govern-
ments and amid deep cutbacks to national
museums and galleries in Britain and
other countries, the European Parliament
is planning to spend at least £58 million

to

e
ne

guestioning by either lawyers for Denis sympathy for Lowry, but it is difficult t
O'Brien or even the Tribunal's lawyers. believe that he would take the risk
making such payments. What possi

SHARE TRANSACTIONS  henefit could there have been to O'Bri

| 'am reluctant to bring the reader up The Jicence had already been awar
another garden path. This relates to sharq:_owry was no longer a Cabinet Minist
transactions following the flotation of Esat. ¢ there was nothing that he could

Errors were discovered in the allocation O'Brien in return. The benefit was z
of shares to David Austin. The errors were and the risk was enormous.

corrected and Moriarty has to conclude:  ~q1d Lowry have been blackmaili
"there was no evidence that connectedg'grien? It doesn't seem plausible. If t

this transaction, orindeed the initial share

transaction on behalf of Mr Austin, of was the case, ar_ly payrl‘ne.nts would
which $50,000 was funded by Mr. further compromised O'Brien. Andvy
O'Brien, to Michael Lowry, within the could Lowry have had to blackmail
meaning of the Tribunal's terms of Brienwith? Ifthere was anything, itwo
reference, or in any other respect” most likely have implicated Lowry

well.
CONCLUSION

Moriarty's Report on alleged payments ~ Moriarty completely fails to provid

on its own “House of History”. On

of  Thursday they will spend £2.2 million as
le down-payment. The project, aimed at
n? fosteringa“common historical memory”
ed for the EU is to go ahead even though
" MEPs are unable to agree on a common
T understanding of fundamental European
IV€ history, including what happened during
ro  the Second World War. Parliament

officials have been deeply embarrassed

g because plans to begin Europe's history
is with Greek civilisation up until today
ve Were su_nk_t_)ecause MEPs were split on
ot every significant event for the last 200

years. Because of deep divisions between
German, Polish and East European
deputies over interpretations of both
World Wars the official EU version of
history will have to begin in 1946.
Disputes over the exhibitions continue to
rage with many East European MEPs

d
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angered over _pilot display that suggestin UCD at a crucial moment, that avenue would the rest of world have to experience
that the first direct elections to the EU ¢ thought was firmly closed off. John Europe's problems? The rest of the world
assembly in 1979 somehow triggered theBruton is not going to reopen it. He is coping very well, thank you very much,

El(l)lv?;? S:]Iilcr;n\{vsl(!rakrj]i;hé;;Irll?(pz?ggg?;n probably does not even know it was everand it would cope even better if Europe

centre-right MEP, said: “Nobody wants closed off. stayed well out of its affairs.

to be involved in this, when people cannot "To sustain an economic and monetary
even agree what happenedinthe lastwar. After a potted history of the early years  union we need to create a true European
Itis self-aggrandisement at the expensenhe says‘The goal of the Treaty of Rome  Demos and a European patriotism. That
of the taxpayer. If the parliament wants a5 never simply a free trade area. Itwas i needed to make politically acceptable
]EhIS project tr_]en it shouI(_j get donations always more than that. It was an economic the occasmna.l transfer of funds from one
rom Federalists, well paid MEPs them- =~ " 77 . . o part of the union to another, that help a
selves or companies who want to supportUMon- (ibid.) For him there was no politics single currency to work. We have not
it.” Hans-Gert Poettering, a German atallinvolved. We then getanotheralong  created this patriotism as has unfortunate-
Christian Democrat MEP and the former potted history of technical efforts towards |y become all too obvious. But that is an
parliament president, has made the “housea single currency but major events like  argument for another day." (ibid.)

of history” a personal mission. “If we'd  Britain's entry, Thatcher's assault on the
asked the other EU institutions for finan- \yhole concept, enlargement, the destruct- John has got matters the wrong way

ol assanc i e, e G e sty by ot U 1 el we et a European
9 Coxand the Liberals, the war it initiated in D€mosand a European patriotism to sus-

of the project”, he admitted to MEPs on tai - ion. but th d
; the Balkans, the support for all USUK t@in economic union, but that we can an
the budget committee two weeks ago. PP dnust create the latter first. He seems to

The £53.2 million start up cost of the wars and their threatened wars, the forced A : !
museum and £6.3 million in estimated acceptance of the Nice and Lishon TreatiesNink that this economic union can be

annual costs, notincluding staffing, have are all blithely ignored as if they never createdandthen tiEmosand patriotism
led the parliament's budget committee to attered. Instead. he gives the impressioﬁ""” emerge to crown it ofanother day?
complain “there is still no overview of -\ ¢ . jacades all development was John seems to have fallen for the econ-
the gIObaI costofthe pl’ojeCt available”..." . . omic determinist VieW Of these matters—
(Bruno Waterfield, Brussels, 23 Mar 2011). focussed on and determined by Intgrnalsort out the economics (particularly the
reports on currency plans. But, despite all p y

If the EU is such a simple and straight- the expertise, they contrived to miss outPanks at the moment) and all else will
forward project, as John Bruton and manyon having a banking policy: hence our follow. It's an attractive notion to lazy
others seem tothink, itbecomes incrediblecurrent problems. All the significant Minds—to be euphemistic.  Butall Euro-
that such a body as the European Parli-political developments, which go to make P&&n history (and Marx) refutes that notion.
ament cannot even agree on the issues afip Europe's real history, are simply ignored N© wonder our EU-philes have nothing to

WWII after all that has been written and by John. contribute to the EU's problems.
said about it! That war has been turned
into a nice cosy morality play by British He muses that:I1"am not sure it is GERMAN ANGST

propaganda—Good versus Evil—but, sufficient to rely on heads of government SOMe leading Germans also see the
when any specific aspect of it is inspectedpolicing one another to ensure that Solution in purely economic terms. The
in any detail, the nice story disintegrates. commitments are delivered. While small Solution is for Germany to pay for all the
And if Europe today cannot get its head countries may submit to peer pressurepmb!emS because they are guilty of
round WWII then the project that is based from big countries, | am not sure the causing them. . .
on the fairy story about it will also process willworkinreverse, when bigger Cai?ggn%ntﬁozg%ﬂdcﬁgg't S'gsyspaf‘gm'qner
disintegrate. Reality will just keep upset- countries are the onesneedingtoresgond | ivister Two leading figurés have asked
ting the plan as it has already done. (ibid). He reminds me of someone Who  Germans to look a little more critically at
has just woken up (John van Winkle?) to  themselves, writes Derek Scally. The EU
the reality ofinter-Governmental relations.  is facing “creeping death” unless Ger-
If he is not sure at this stage of his life that many seizes the eurozone crisis as a

e -~ large States try automatically to put their ~ chance for final European integration,
time it saw the War exactly for what it interests before smaller countries, one German philosopher Jirgen Habermas

was—another British attempt to do down . and former foreign minister Joschka
wonders what planet he has been on all his

a Germany that had become the major, - Fischer have warned. Mr Fischer said
power in its region. Ireland knew Mr. life. He seems obI|V|oustothe.factthatthe Berlin was being disingenuous in factor-
Churchill quite well and, when he encour- European project created a unique mechan- - ing outthe culpability of German banks—
' ism, the Commission, to try to equalise  particularly state-owned institutions—in

ﬁg:i Wi\rf’té?e;/"kg?g\é.? i es peoxkel ;rr:)n;uterelations between States but that itis now  thelrishfinancial crisis. “We are currently

e to P useless in that role thanks to Pat Cox's goingaboutsinking 50years of European
cinctly: "The Hun is either at your throat greatachievement, That achievement was history”, said Prof Habermas at a Berlin
or at your feet' Concerns about Jews, '

L . . eventorganised by the European Council
Poles, Fascism, Democracy, etc., hadabout the most significant fact in creating

h incoh hatis the EU on Foreign Relations" (Irish Times, 7
absolutely nothing to do with it. Ireland, the currentincoherent mess thatis the EU. - april, 2011).
because of whatit had learnt the hard way,

But John is as blind to that as he is to
had the measure of the War and Shouldeverything else of significance. As with John Bruton and the European
have been able to write its history better ~ “Toconclude, would say the problems

MPs the world here begins after WWII
- o the European Union faces are challengingNd We are presented with the reality of a
thanmost. This shouldhave beenadistinct- onlyppolitically, but intellectuall;?. Pcollapsing EU and the possibility of an
ve -Contrlbutlo-n it ma-de to the EU-rOpean But they are prOblemS the rest of the easy'fmar‘ |nte-grat|o-nls|mp|.y |fGermany
project. Butasitsleadingand mostinfluen-\yorig will have to face sooner or later.” Wwould accept its guilt—again—and hand
tial academic historian, T.D. Williams, overthe money. Fischer explait&ware-
was a MI6 operative and was put in place  The first half is very, very true but why ness of a historical-moral obligation was

13

The most ironic aspect of all this is that
the one country in the EU that could be
objective about the War is Ireland. At the
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the source (in the EU) of German restrai
and readiness to adopt the position
others and to defuse conflicts throu
advance payments"”, he said. So |
reparationstime again for Germany. Th

Remember, the US/UK claimed Secur-
ity Council authority for invading Iraq in
March 2003 in Resolution 678 passed in
November 1990 for the very different
purpose of expelling Iragi forces from

t
riLibya & Regime Change

'S continued
re

iS no doubt that, if this was Slmply N pean Union that the European Council Kuwait.

economic or banking problem, Germa
could solve it without much of a proble
as Germany is doing quite well with alo
value Euro. But the Germans are not,
more than anybody else, some sort
economic autonomons. They were tra
tionally the 'poets and dreamers' of Euro
The Germans were reluctant joiners of
Free-Trade, freewheeling, globalist worl
They hardly knew what credit was un

Of course, there may be a more general

Y has formally called on to step down" - - ) = c !
Currently, it seems that Colonel Qadhafi Pelitical price to pay in claiming authority
X way beyond the obvious meaning of a

nfs the only head of state that the EU hasResolution. Perhaps, Russia and China,
ofcalled on to step down.) who allowed Resolution 1973 to pass by
i- abstaining in the Security Council, will be
e. WHO DO THEY THINK THEY'RE KIDDING 7 |ess inclined to sit on their hands in future.
€ |ntheir letter to various papers on 14th But, itis absurd for themto be complaining,
d. April, Obama, Cameron and Sarkozy were @S they have been doing, that US, UK and
il also reluctant to use the phrasegime  France have been acting beyond the terms

very recently, and plastic money was wefrd changewhile saying they wanted regime ©Of the resolution. It's even more absurd

to them. They would not even shop

weekends. Banks were there to sefve

industry. But they were persuaded leg
and otherwise to join the brave n
wonderful world of Globalism and no
they are blamed for the inevitable slu
that followed the credit bubble. They ma
feel a bit confused. And if they pay th
bills what will they get in return? A retur
to the system that caused the proble
Hardly an inspiring prospect!
But Mr. Fischer has a bigger prize
store for Germany:
"“If Germany no longer sees integratid
as its greatest interest, the EU will n
just stagnate but decline”, he said. T
time had come to take the bull by th
horns and make afinal push for Europe
integration. “I think the people who war
Europe should come out and say wh

they want to be”, he said. “The goal isi't ground, albeit in limited numbers.
something diffuse, the child needs aname.
What we are talking about here is the they want the rebellion to succeed in

realisation of the United States (
Europe”..."

Mr. Fischer, as German Foreign Mini
ter, made a singular contribution to
current political state of the EU. He was
enthusiastic supporter of Enlargeme
Globalism, and every war in sight, not

mention Lisbon and all else that has
discredited the project. Now he thinks that
the awful reality will disappear if peopld,

and the Germans in particular, put anot
concept in their minds (after paying t
bills) and ignore all current experienc
Lie back and think of the U.S.E! But
think that most Germans might adopt t
attitude of 'Fool me once, shame on yq
fool me twice, shame on me'.

There are regular outbreaks of shog
and outrage when neo Nazis appear in
news but the awful reality is that, when
comes to German and European histg
they may well begin to make more sen
than their denouncers. Because th
denouncers are the very people who ad
that they just cannot explain or deal wi
Europe's history. And it is now clear th
if you cannot deal with Europe's past y
cannot deal with its present or future. T
past is not past.

y

;fourse, they are trying tremove Qaddafi

an

tchange. They wrote: for South Africa, which voted for 1973, to
"Our duty and our mandate under UN be complalnmg.. The.US, UK and France

Security Council Resolution 1973 is to Were always going to interpret the resolu-

protect civilians, and we are doing that. It tion as authorising whatever they think is

is not to remove Qaddafi by force. Butit hecessary for the rebellion to succeed in

is impossible to imagine a future for overthrowing the Gaddafi regime.

Libya with Qaddafi in power."

Who do they think they're kidding? Of

ly

p
e STALEMATE
Up to now, the Imperials have been
by force" pinning their hopes on destroying Gad-
. . dafi's forces from the air and giving air
They have been attempting to destroy g oyt 10 the rebel forces in the Benghazi
as much of Qadhafi's armed forces asgreq as a means of achieving regime
n possible; they have been giving air supportchange. However, the rebel forces don't

>

bt to the armed rebellion against his regime;show much sign of becoming effective.
e they have admitted to supplying non-lethal

The US, UK and France seem to be
€ equipment and training to the rebel forcesstrangely reluctant to arm 'ghem, even
(they haven't so far admitted to supplying though the arms embargo imposed by

arms); they have now got boots on the Resolution 1970 was specifically cancelled
re in Resolution 1973 in the context of taking

action to protect civilians. Could it be that
they are worried that arms they supply
. o might eventually fall into the wrong hands?
f oyerthro_wmgtheQadhaﬂ regime by force gAt the timeyof writing (24 A?pril) a
with their help. military stalemate exists. The Chairman
NATO Secretary-General, Anders of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral

heFogh Rasmussen, once foolishly took themike Mullen, has admitted as much. The
AN provisions of Resolution 1973 about bestway to protect civilians and minimise
Nt protecting civilians literally and suggested civilian casualties is to have a ceasefire, as
O that NATO would be prepared to bomb soon as possible, and to take up offers of

rebel forces if they were threatening Mmediation from, for example, Turkey,
civilians. He said it only once. which has offered to mediate from the

outset.
€I \WHAT Is AUTHORISED IN ResoLuTion 19737 Butthatisintolerable to the US, the UK

©  There has been a lot of media chatterand France, because that would leave
F- about what actions by NATO are author- Qadhafi in power. So, the likelihood is

I ised under Resolution 1973. Arming the they will Continue to bO|Ster the I’ebe|S,

e rebels? Providing forward air controllers and turn civil unrestinto civilwar. Whether

Y.to the rebels to identify targets for NATO they eventually succeed in making the
bombers? Training the rebels? Putting'ePel army into something that, with close
CKforeign troops on the grounds? Targetting@i" support from NATO, can take control
theQadhaﬁ? Academic lawyers and politi- of more territory from Qadhafi remains to
|t Cians have given theirvarious Opirmd be seen. What iS Certain iS that a |Ot Of
'Y.nauseam civilians will die in the process.
S€ But, the truth is that if you are a veto-  The overthrow of Gaddaffi may require
llwielding member of the Security Council, substantial numbers of NATO troops on
Milgs the US, UK and France all are, you carthe ground, something which the US, the
th make a Security Council resolution mean UK and France are reluctant to commit to,
At \what you want it to mean, because, evenifoecause they don't want to become
PUyou stretch its meaning way beyond embroiled in another country after their
'€ credibility, you are immune from sanction experiencesinIragand Afghanistan. That,
by the Security Council for doing so, since rather than Resolution 1973's ban"an

—

One could be forgiven for thinking that

;_

Jack Lane

you have a veto. foreign occupation force of any form on



any part of Libyan territory;'is what is
deterringthem. Ifnecessary, NATO troo
could be portrayed da liberation force',
as journalists have already be
speculating.

So, the likelihood is that bolstering th
rebels will continue for the foreseeab
future.

WAS A MASSACRE IMMINENT ?
The US, UK and France constan
justify their intervention in Libya on th

lives, especially in Benghazi.

In his weekly address to the Americ
people on 26th March, President Obal
told them that Qadhafi was threatening
"bloodbath" But he reassured them:

"We're succeeding in our missio

We've taken out Libya's air defense

Qaddafi's forces are no longer advanc

threatened to show 'no mercy', his forg
have been pushed back. So make
mistake, because we acted quickly,
humanitarian catastrophe has be|
avoided and the lives of countle
civilians—innocent men, women an
children—have been saved."

Two days later, he asserted:

"We knew that if we waited one more

day, Benghazi—a city nearly the size
Charlotte (NC)—could suffer amassag
that would have reverberated across
region and stained the conscience of
world."

Thatimplies that, without NATO interf
vention, Gaddhafi might have killed nea
700,000 people.

The view that a massacre was imming
in Benghazi is based on a speech mad
Qadhafi on 17th March, in which h
threatenedno mercy"for his enemies.

He did say'We will have no mercy of
them" But by"them"he clearly meant
armed rebels, who stand and fight, not
the city's inhabitants. He also saldve
have left the way open to them. Esc
Let those who escape go forevantl th

at
"whoever hands over his weapons, stTys

at home without any weapons, whateye
H the freedom of our country, to take awa

he did previously, he will be pardone
protected!
But the best evidence that he was

partially, including Zawiya, Misurata, an
Ajdabiya.

control of these cities, but it cannot be sgid

that massacres have occurred.
(Strangely, in their letter on 14th Apri
Obama, Cameron and Sarkozy didn't cla

to have saved any lives at all, merely, thatour African and Arab brothers and sisters
ento work here with us, in the Libyan

"tens of thousands of lives have be
protected"by their action.)
David Morrison
April 2011

bs Mu'ummar Qaddafi (extract, 8.4.2011)

en The Gaddafi Creed

e
le the merciful..

ly
grounds that it has saved many, mgnymade Benghazi into farmland from the

n cowboy Reagan, when he killed my adopt-
maed orphaned daughter, he was trying to

. from Africa with money for the African
S- Union, did all 1 could to help people

ng
across Libya. In places like Benghazi| a understand the concept of real democracy

city of some 700,000 that Qaddgfi
estry, but that was never enough, as somé

ndold me, even people who had 10 room

eNsatisfied, as selfish as they were they
S

d

Pf with those words, never realizing that ir

rhe America, there was no free medicine, n

h

Yy

bntknew | was the son of Gamal Abdel Nasse
 bthe only true Arab and Muslim leader
e we've had since Salah' a' Deen, when he

aIIpeople free from colonial domination—

hotfree education, our free food, and replag
planning a massacre in Benghazi was thait with American style thievery, called
he didn't perpetrate a massacre in the ofhefcapitalism”, but all of us in the Third
cities his forces recaptured, either fully pr world know what that means, it mean

There is no doubt that
considerable numbers of civilians haye
been killed in the process of regainipg

Recollections Of My Life by that, to save this land, my people, all the
thousands who are all my children, then so
be it.

Let this testament be my voice to the
world, that | stood up to crusader attacks
of NATO, stood up to cruelty, stood up to
betrayal, stood up the West and its
colonialist ambitions, and that | stood
)\/Nith my African brothers, my true Arab
and Muslim brothers, as a beacon of light,
when others were building castles, I lived
in a modest house, and in a tent, | never
forgot my youth in Sirte, | did not spend
our national treasury foolishly, and like

akillme, instead he killed that poor innocent Salah'a'deen, our great Muslim leader,
who rescued Jerusalem for Islam, | took

child, then I helped my brothers and sisters
little for myself...

In the West, some have called me
“mad”, “crazy”, but they know the truth
but continue to lie, they know that our land
jsindependent and free, notin the colonial

"In the name of Allah, the beneficent,

For 40 years, or was it longer, | can’t
remember, | did all | could to give people
houses, hospitals, schools, and when the
were hungry, | gave them food, | even

desert, | stood up to attacks from that

where people’s committees ran our coun-

grip, that my vision, my path, is, and has

ahomes, new suits and furniture, were neverb(_aer_] clear and for my people and that |
will fight to my last breath to keep us free,

wanted more, and they told Americans may Allah almighty help us to remain

and other visitors, they needed “demo—fTa“hfllJI ag?) frPee%"S H ,
cracy”, and “freedom”, never realizing it ranslated by Prof. Sam Hamagbril 09,2011

was a cut throat system, where the biggespttp://www.lnformatlon clearinghouse.info/
rticle27856.htm
dog eats the rest, but they were enchanteg

gfree hospitals, no free housing, no free AT TRAITOR’S GATE

education and no free food, except wh
people had to beg orgotolonglinestog
soup, no, no matter what 1 did, it was neve
enough for some, but for others, the

A remaindered Libyan monarchy,
' Prince Mohammed el-Senoussi,
king-in-waiting,

welcomed by Benghazi with anarch
exiled in London, Foreign Office free.

[

sKhalifa Hilter, a CIA asset,
exiled in Langley, Virginia,
now a preset
rebel commander
with an arms cornucopia.

claimed the Suez Canal for his people, g
| claimed Libya, for my people, it was his
footsteps | tried to follow, to keep my

from thieves who would steal from us—
Now, | am under attack by the bigges

S . ; X L Nuri Mesmari, former Chief of Protoco
force in military history, my little African

absconded to Paris,
Y October, 2010,

will see tribal Libya devolved
I when entering the lion’s den.

rson, Obamawants to kill me, to take awal

our free housing, our free medicine, ou

[

All three handed NATO the key
to unlock

the gateway to Africa
to plunder that rainbow crock,

corporations run the countries, run th to rid the continent of Eastern exotica.

world, and the people suffer, so, there i
no alternative for me, I must make my
stand, and if Allah wishes, | shall die by
following his path, the path that has mad
our country rich with farmland, with food

T

Wilson John Haire
23rd April, 2011

D

i'mand health, and even allowed us to help  On-line sales of books, pamphlets

and magazines:

https://www.atholbooks-
sales.org

Jammohouriyah,
| do not wish to die, but if it comes to
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£38.8 to £23.6 million. He then reduced it in numerous articles in the media before
furtherto £16 million. Moriarty concluded Lowry was supposed to have discussed
that Haughey had therefore conferred athe matter with O'Brien.

Shorts "real and tangible benefitdn Dunne. The economist and An Bord Snip
It seemed that all Fintan O'Toole's supremo Colm McCarthy also dismissed

from fantasies had come true. At long last proofthis Moriarty finding for differentreasons.
of corruption had been found. The only He said that the nature of the competition
the Long Fellow problem with the scenario is that Ben forthe mobile phone licence was such that
Dunne refused to avail of tHeeal and  the winner was in effect bound to make a

MORIARTY SQUEAKS tangible"benefit. Heejectedhe Revenue fortune and was therefore never likely to
In January 2007 thérish Political Commissioners offer of a reduction in the encounter problems obtaining finance.
Revieweported that, after nine years and family's tax liability of £22.8 million! The competition was based on

tens of millions of euros in legal fees, the And when he brought his case to thequalitative criteria and was designed so
Moriarty Tribunal had'brought forth a  Appeal Commissioners the tax liability thatthe winnerwould have had no difficul-
mouse". Four years later the squeaks havavas reduced to zero. ty in competing with the existing State
become more high pitched, butstillnothing It is clear that the legal basis for the monopoly. McCarthy believes that such
of substance has emerged. Revenue Commissioners'tax demand wagicensing competitions should be on the
It will be recalled (but only by those Very shaky. Pairceir made the calculationbasis of a bidding war between the candi-
with very long memories) that in Part 1 of that obtaining £16 million was better than dates. No allegation of corruption could
his report Moriarty noted that Charles nothing at all. Unfortunately Dunne also be levelled against the highest bidder and
Haughey had received 11.6 million euros knew that the tax authorities’ case wasthe State would also have obtained a

in private donations by 1988. Moriarty Weak. windfall revenue gain from the process.
concluded that this had a value of 45 And yet the so called £22.6 million

million euros in 2006. His calculationwas reduction in Dunne’s tax liability is FIANNA FAIL ON MORIARTY
not based on inflation, which would have Presented as'eeal and tangible’benefit, Why should anyone vote for Fianna

given 19.7 million at 2006 prices but was even thoughifthe offer had been accepted=4il? In the past the answer might have
based on the ratio of contributions to the the Dunne family would have been £16 heen that it defended the interests of the
then Taoiseach's salary. Since the Taoi-million poorer! State. Its project was to undermine the
seach salary had increased by much more Treaty settlement and thereby give the
than the rate of inflation from 1988 to Denis O'BRIEN State the maximum room for manoeuvre.
2006 hewas ableto arrive atthe 45 million When Moriarty gave his verdict on It is therefore disappointing to hear
figure. Haughey, the former Taoiseach was onMicheal Martin defend the Moriarty
It's a pity that Moriarty couldn'tfindthe his deathbed and was therefore not in aReport.
time to redo his calculation in 2011. The position to defend himself. His family The first part of the Moriarty Report
recent 30% reduction in the Taoiseach'swere angered that he had notbeen affordedelated to Haughey and by extension
salary would have put a serious dentinthethe opportunity of responding to Fianna Fail. The second part dealt with

value of Haughey's receipts! preliminary findings. But no such over- Lowry and by implication Fine Gael.
sights were possible against Denis O'BrienPerhaps it was too much to expect Martin
HAUGHEY's "C ORRUPTION" who had employed a battery of lawyers to to resist the temptation to ‘put the boot in'
Moriarty's predecessor, Justice Mc defend his interests. to Fine Gael, but there is a higher State

Cracken, found that Haughey was innocent  AS a res_ult_Moriarty could not sustain interest at stake. If Moriarty is vindicated,
of corruption. While Haughey received his initial finding that the award of the the State may be liable for loss of earnings
money, McCracken could find no evidence licence was illegal. When the final report from the unsuccessful candidates for the
that he gave anything in return. It could be eventually emerged, it was hardly critic- licence. And why did Martin think it was
said that the former Taoiseach was anised at all by the media. O'Brien made anecessaryto criticise O'Brien for defending
ungrateful "F**er" or that he was too robust defence of his reputation on radiohis reputation?

arrogant (or principled) to allow himself and tele\_/ision b_ut repeiveq Ii_ttle at_tention Ifitis accepted that the State is corrupt,
feel any obligation towards his bene- in the print media. His radio interview on Fianna Failis not likely to benefit from the
factors. It seems he thought Ben Dunnethe Pat Kenny show was not made political consequences. There are only

was an awful eejit. available for download unlike the rest of two tendencies which could benefit: Sinn

Moriarty, in contrast to McCracken, the programme. Fein who have only recently accepted the
found that Haughey had conferred a favour legitimacy of the 26 County State; and the
on Dunne. But the evidence for this was BeauTy ConTest  Substantial West Britelementin the society

pretty fimsy. The Revenue Commission-  The analysis from Colm KeenaBie  represented byhe Irish Timeswhich has
ers putin a tax demand against the Dunndrish Timesand former Supreme Court always denigrated Fianna Fail's efforts in
Family Trust for £38.8 million. The Judge Catherine McGuinness on thedeveloping the State.

Dunnes disputed this on the grounds thatMarian Finucane show (27.3.11) was quite

the legislation making such a Trust liable superficial. They both felt thatBunday THE HoNEYMOON

for tax had post-dated the setting up of thelndependentpoll indicating that "the Itis perhaps churlish of the Long Fellow
Trust. Haughey, following representations people" believed Moriarty was somehow to criticize the media's heart-warming
from Dunne, requested that the head of thesignificant. love-in with the Government. The course

Revenue Commissioners Seamus Pairceir However, an interesting insight into oftrue love never did run smooth butthere
meet Dunne. Haughey gave no directionthe workings of the Tribunal was given by is no sign yet of an end to this honeymoon.
to Pairceir and, according to Pairceir he Eileen Gleason, a former Marketing  There was no ridicule heaped on the
himself, had intended to meet Dunne in Executive with Esat. She dismissed Minister for Finance Michael Noonan
any case. Pairceir had already meta Dunnévioriarty's finding that Michael Lowry when he described the date of the Bank
Trustee following representations from was conferring an advantage on DenisGuarantee as ttiblackest day in Ireland
Alan Dukes. O'Brien by telling him that the lack of since the Civil War broke outBut there
Arising from the meeting Pairceir financing was a weakness in the Esat bid.was no Civil War on 30 September 2008.
agreed to reduce the tax demand fromShe argued that this was well documentedQuite the contrary, Fine Gael and Sinn



Fein supported the Guarantee and Labouhours. Although most of the assets werethe outbreak of the First World War turning
only opposed it on pedantic grounds.  Dublin properties, the buyers weifeom  the international conflict into a domestic
But, if it was the"blackest day,'the  the country! Itis true that the properties conflict.
logic would be to reverse it Burning  were purchased at prices of about 40% of Ireland has the means to emerge from
the bondholders"but no such action is the peak, but this would put them at levelsthe economic crisis. Pretending that ‘burn-
being contemplated by this Government. similar to prices in continental Europe. ing the bondholders'is a panacea is a way
To quote Joe Higgins, the troops which The picture of Ireland's economic crisis is of avoiding the task of reforming our tax
Eamon Gilmore mustered to challenge more complicated than the one presentedsystem.
"Frankfurt's way"have not even departed last November.
from Dublin Bay! In his recentinfluential article Manity TOTALITARIAN  LIBERALISM
The Government is more concerned Fair, Michael Lewis said that Ireland's  Whatever about the rights or wrongs of
about optics than reversing the policies ofcrisis was different to that of Iceland. the Corrib Gas project, the Long Fellow
its predecessor. The idea that reversingreland borrowed to buy herself, while has some sympathy for the two Gardai
the reduction in the minimum wage is of Iceland borrowed to buy other countries. caught having a private joke about rape. It
any significance is doubtful. The manner So, in Ireland, while there were many people could be said that the joke was in poor
inwhichitintends doingitis laughable. In who were sunk into the mire of unsustain- taste, but it was only offensive because it
order to avoid annoying employers, itwill able debt when the bubble burst, otherwas inadvertently revealed to the targets
reduce employers’ PRSI by 50% for thoselrish people (the vendors) made a fortune.of the joke through a video recording.
earning under 356 euro per week. This The call td'burn the bondholderss a It used to be a liberal demand that the
will cost the State 400 million euro. populist policy designed to prevent people private thoughts and conversations of
It is doubtful that reducing employers' from thinking about the massive transfer citizens should have constitutional protect-
PRSI for the low-paid will have any effect of wealth that occurred within the country ion. Butit appears that the content of some
on employment. But as Sinn Fein's Pearsavhen the bubble burst. The Long Fellow private conversations are not allowed such
Doherty pointed out it will give employers agrees with V.I. Lenin who advocated at protection.
an incentive to reduce the pay of their
existing employees.
It seems that the 'Government IS Report of the views of 'JohnTheOptimist, expressed on Irisheconomy.ig3rd April
desperate to prove that it can tamper with
the existing IMF/EU deal even at the prige . .
of new mgre onerous conditions bpei g Talkmg Down The |I'|Sh Economy

imposed on it. The price of the reversal|of

the reduction in the minimum wade  "GarretFitzgerald is atruly great states- ards, barely one-third of Ireland's long-

appears to be the dismantling of the JQinty 4, \who has served this country for half term average growth rate between 1958

La_botl;]r %_ohmlrrylt:]eg}_structu[es. H.ffe !ts €4 century. The 'celebrity doom econom- and 2007.

?r?)lr?t p:ge aertrilc?le (irgisﬁ)s ON LIS ists' are not fit to lace his boots. Although ! have repeatedly challenged one of the
he had retired from politics by the time the '€2ding ‘celebrity doom economists’ to

"The revised document states that the ; . post on here and explain why, if all the
targeting of sheltered sectors of the Good Friday Agreement was negouated,growth between 1997 and 2007 was a

company—a reference to the pharma y,he laid the groundwork for itin the 1970s g, 4 ¢ he has repeatedly claimed, then
legal and medical professions—would anq _19808. Even is his mid 80s, he_ Shows,qw come the recession bottomed out in
be examined, as would the joint labour infinitely greater grasp of economic and early 2010, leaving GNP around 75%
commntec;a struc;:_tl_Jres ?ettmg EUt pay ra;] S.demographic statistics than the wretchedhigher in real terms than it was in 1997, a
tsehrgl]tse?;d ggg]tolrtlsgns orworkers In other «celebrity doom economists’ who dominate far larger increase in that time than that of
' the Irish media. virtually every other OECD country? To
The newspaper's conflating of the while one can argue all day about the no avail.
restrictive practices of highly paid profef- nitty-gritty of every economic forecast, Regarding specific economic forecasts,
sionals with structures designed to protectand who was right and who was wrong, the ‘celebrity doom economists’ got it
the living standards of low paid workersis the broad picture is that the central argu-spectacularly wrong in late 2009 and early
odious. ment of the 'celebrity doom economists'is 2010 about Ireland's export growth in
false. Not only that, they know it is false, 2010. They ALL forecast that the volume
ReveaLINng PicTures | but continue to promulgate it because of exports from Ireland would FALL in
It is said that a picture tells a thousahd'doom' is now a lucrative industry for 2010. It ROSE +9.4 per cent. Do they
words. Buta picture can also distort reality. them, and anything which undermines mention this now in any of their daily
When the IMF arrived in Ireland last their 'doom' prognostications must be 'doom’' commentaries? Of course not!
November the front pages of newspapgrsairbrushed away. Because, as | said, 'doom'is now alucrative
in this country and abroad showed the Their central argument is that ALL the industry, and anything that undermines
lead negotiator Ajai Chopra walking pgst economic growth that Ireland experienced 'doom’ is a threat of those making a lucra-
abeggar. The message conveyed was|thatp to 2007, especially that between 1997tive income from predicting ‘doom’. They
we were a mendicant nation. The fact thatand 2007, was a fraud, a hoax, a Ponzialso failed spectacularly to forecast that
the beggar in the picture was a Roinascheme, a property scam, etc etc etc etcGNP would RISE by +4.0 per centbetween
gypsy was not allowed give perspectivgtoblah blah blahad nauseamThis they Q1 2010 and Q4 2010, a failure which
the image. repeat endlessly in every media outletthey now neatly get round by claiming
However, when Chopra and the bays day-in-day-out, week-in week-out. This that it is GDP, rather than GNP, which
returned last month, they were phofo- has indeed been very damaging. It hasmatters, a complete reversal of their
graphed passing the Shelbourne Hofelundermined international confidence in previous position.
which was overflowing with people. The Ireland's ability to grow out of its debt ~ Frankly, we should seriously consider
accompanying article ifihe Irish Timeg problem (which is not significantly worse putting the 'celebrity doom economists'
(16.4.11) told us that the event was [anthan that of many other OECD countries) on trial for high treason, unless they were
auction for distressed assets in whicly ain coming years, even though the growth born in Russia, in which case the treason
total of 15 million euros was spent in fide required is very modest by historical stand- charge obviously wouldn't stick.
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I have afeeling that, with a new Govefn- ion by O'Connorwhich we'll get back— be renegotiated and there had to be multi-
ment in power, and the economy clealy yes—we have money of our own which lateral agreement with the other side, and
upturning, we can expect a backlgsh _ putin, so in fact the total amount we We couldn't impose this, and that was
against the 'celebrity doom economis}s'. naed to borrow to do this is between 5 angPerhaps  not clear enough. And | under-
Their era is passing. But, they will put yip 6 billion which will cost us 250 million a Stand {interruption by O' Connomo ...}

a strong fight, as they now have such a o . people are concerned about that.
financial investment in 'doom'. Let's supp- yeélé.CSo :tks notba? gad atts P;Ople th'T.k * BOC: Speaking oftheideaofburden sharing
pose, just for arguments sake, that G refos ki - Know but >arret at the same Ume 5 g of default, and everything, the other more
oo . ’ s kind of if you think, people are sayitanly
Fitzgerald is proved correct and that reps-,4 pijlion" - playful aspect of your column today, | thought,
g p _ 24 billion", do you think we should ... but that . . 7
onable to good economic growth occlirs Nt A -~ was that—not 'playful’, none of thisis playful—
g g National Pension Fund was our own pension - -
; ; ; o but you were basically saying that, you feel
in coming years to bring down the dgbt fund, you can understand that t's very hard fOrthat. a lot of the lack of faith that the markets
burden, improve living standards apd people to ...., given that this is the fifth bank and the people internationally have in Ireland
employment prospects. Thatis, exactly asbailout, we've beentold before thatthisis it, do gy, i the fault of the celebrity columnists for
occurred from 1987 on, the last time th¢reyou agree ... _ ) talking about the possibility of default.
was a similar situation. Where would that ~ Garret: | entirely agree, there is N0 Gapret:  Yes, that doesn't help us, and
leave the 'celebrity doom economists'? Itquestion about that, it's miserable to haveihare's no basis for it at all. I've just given
would leave then sunk at the bottom of fheto do this {interruption by O'Conndout you figures ... {interruption by O'Connor:
ocean, that's where. Totally discreditedit has to be dorjebutit is a lot less bad  yypq o you have in mind specifically}..?
and a |augh|ng—StOCk. Thelr |Ucrat| e than peop|e thought Reading the paperq| . . .
income from the 24/7 peddling of 'doom’ ink i m notgoing to name people, butifyou've
P g or d the last couple of weeks you'd think it was ) tchi televisi dth
would be gone. Does anyone seriously t Ltimes that. So it's not ase " awening your television or read the
avastsum, severaiimes thal, S0 ItSnotaganers you can see people talking about

think that they want that to happen? S¢a : . : ) _
Lemass once said: "a rising tide lifts a"rbad asitlookedlike being. The otherthing yatault in a way that has damaged us.

boats". He was wrong. A rising tide |n that's clear now is that, alot of the money gec4yse everything said here, in the elect-
Ireland over the next few years will S::I:k that the banks lent, Ehey lent elsewhere jon campaign and now, by people on
quite a few boats, as Messrs McWillianps, not in Ireland, and it's not doing us any (gjeyision and radio, it all gets back to

Kelly, Gurgievet almay well find out.” | good, particularly. So, by dealing with g\rone and the effect is, it undermines
those !oan75é s_tlai}rtlnghearly nex(; year, Weq r credibility, so | think people should be
Report: Transcript of Interview with can raise 73 billion there, In order t0 pay a1y careful about what they say ... and it's

back some of the money we've beenlent...

all nonsense, in fact,
BOC: This is the deleveraging of the ....

B . | 14 bill hev' BOC: But, atthe sametime, Garret, ithasto
ut we are going to lose llion, they've o said that to blame people for talking about

built in costs of 14 for getting rid of that 70 jeta it for the lack of confidence in this countr
- - - . y,
Optlmlsm On Economy billion, haven't they ... whenit's actually certainly, the lastgovernment

"Brendan O'Connor (BOC): After the Garr(-%t: Well, I'm '?0" sure of the exact ang their carry on for two and a half, three,
week we've ad there's kind of one question onfigure, I'm sure you're right though, you years, and the new government we have now
everyone's mind: what happened to us.... lase abit... that's builtinto the whole deal. and so on... Are they not the ones who lost the
was reading your piece ifihe Irish Times At least that will deal with the problem of confidence in the country, with a series of
today and | suppose there were two majorthe money the ECB has been lending in toappalling decisions, which, which ...
things I took out of it. One is that you're very ys at one percent. Garret: Yes, of course they were, but
very positive abogt this, this bailout, thisfifth ~ BOC: OK, so, now the other feeling that is at this stage what we need is to try and
EZQE eb:;lec’#:'p(‘;"s?t'i(\:g’ a%iu%ouanuO% o%vl?)tegglgvfnir}ffﬁa_rﬁggoifg gggs%owuﬁhtgghxi ‘l‘l’('))'t restore our credibility and to be talking
out there watching feel angry that we're put people feel a bit conned by Fine Gael, dont2P0ut default, which would destroy all our
pumping more money into this black hole.  they? Because they feel, you know, Noonan llVing standards completely because if we

Garret FitzGerald (Garret): Well,  and Enda Kenny to an extent and in fairness,defaulted we would lose the deal we have,
people should be clear about what's invol-Labour as well, you know, Gilmore, Frankfurt, the bailout deal, and we have nowhere else
ved. We had already committed betweent Will be our law not Frankfurt's law, and they 1o horrow from,

. S did seem to promise us, in the run-up to the .
{sic.} 10 billion in to the banks, and then election, that they were going to take on the BOC: But then, on the other hand, what

itwas seenthateven more mightbe neededygndholders in a serious way, that there WouIdg}eps:y?nugso}/fv;l:}gigktiﬁdlsotpgtc\)/;/]ee;ave no chance
So this study was done, making very pessi-be some kind of, not a default, but that they Garret: That's nonsense. and the
mistic assumptions, to arrive at a figure would get some hkind of a b(ljlrden hsharri1ng shouldn't be saying it ' y
: H H situation going, t ey promised us that t ey . .S 1 . .
Wh!Ch ﬁ?r: bte re“e?j cf)n E;ﬁ ths mlfxwzug]were going to do what Fianna Fail hadnt BOC: But like it's not just them either,
were likely 10 need Tor the banks. And anaged to do. Then they got the chance andSarret, like, alot of international commentators,
that ShOWGd another 87 b|”|0n was they came back and they SM”’ actua”y from both the rlgl:]t andthe Ieﬁ, and alot_Of, you
needed. Now we have provisions for that, guys, it's very tough out there, we can't do it". know, Nobel, we've had Nobel economists and
because the bailout last November provi-People feel a bit let down, don't they? e"kﬁrﬁr}'nngviaﬁ'{l‘i? i, ltrr:]e ”lar]t‘etns E?quémfceﬂm
ded {interruption by O'Conna5 billion} Garret: Well, 1 think it would have gveg afte?thgcon};igen?:z b%oitingsme:ssres’ of
35 billion but only a third will therefore be been better in the campaign if those twopa” gher day the markets, nothing really
needed for that. But then the {European?} parties hadn't spent so much time {laugh- changed on that score, so ...
Central Bank felt, to be sure to be sure,ing} attacking each other, and promising,

they should up that to 34 billion, em, 3 Beemingtcé pr_f{)hmistethings,wrtlicht%ouilzdn't Garret: Yes, we have a problem there.
billion of that would be temporarily into € secured withoutagreementon the Euros,

i ou see the markets are these people, you
the banks, the Governmentwould probablypeans and the IMF. So it would have been

. ) m better had those promises not been made!.end this money, buy bonds, or th.) !””a"e
getbackinthree yearstime, there's 'nteres{interruption by O'Connor:. should have assessments of how good our creditis, and

onitinthe meantime, but of that money— sajd it was impossible.} But in faimess ~none of these people have any expert on
it's not going to cost us that much—but it has to be said they did say, it was Ireland, they have experts on France,
first of all we are going to deal with some clarified during the debate, after the first Germany, Britain etc.,. butnone onIreland.
of the subordinated debtors, and {interrupt- week or so, that in fact this would have to They don't understand our economy and

Garret Fitzgerald, The Saturday Night
Show, RTE 1 television, 2nd April 2011



allthey hear is this default rubbish coming think that Irish people, in the long run, are United States, we were undertaxed by 4
from people here, and the result s they areoretty sensible, and there's more to comebillion, it's probably about two and a half
not making a fairjudgementofthe situation And we will have further tax increases, billionnow. So, we all believe these things,
... we're stuck with that and .. probably mainly in property taxes and in butwe don'trealise, we've been so cosseted
BOC: OK, soyou think thatallthe measuresthe water charges, both of which we shouldin the past, by Governments and what
n/]_e've takens, re(rjnemtber, we kelf;:]doingkthtesehave had long ago, {interruption by BOC: :[/vr?gtvae n?g;]sWéhg i\rgvihi?Cvg'?Qgsresrts:i?j
INgS on a sunday, 1o reassure tne markets o ’
a M%nday, and eil/er_ything, but the markgtsIE:;h{aBrgg 20(;2; Iy?)iklilfouvtvwae Srao(:)’ev:’t? and under-_taxed_... So there'.s a lot to be
would end up unconvinced again, do you think DR ' Y done, and it's going to be painful for the
that all of that is kind of peripheral, that what {@x, the residential property tax, which ey couple of years ... to get out the far
they're doing is listening to the loudest voice in invented, which was abolished in the mid- gng.
this country that's saying 'default’ and 90s, and ... if it were only there now ... BOC: OK, Garret, now I'm conscious that
everything BOC: Butisthe time to re-invent it, Garret, we don't have much time left. But can you give
Garret: You won't get an immediate when atleast 300,000—I thinkiit's alot more— us anything positive about the next few years
positive reaction to what's just been done,of people of my generation are in this awful {audience laughs} where the future, is there
from some of these people. But the facthorrible_ hole oflnegative equity, where trlleir hope? {audience Iau'ghs}
that the reports from all of these capitals ProPerties arent actually an asset, they're a  Garret: Yes, we've seen the worst. But

huge liability for them, it has probably ruined e are going to have to see further cuts, in
are pretty favourable, that they do really their lives in faimess, and they will probably Spendir?g, E?nd hope {audience laughs},

accept—the serious people really do accephever recover from it. And then we shove a 4q tax increases to getout the far end, and
—and the other Governments acceptpropertytaxonthem,it'skindof...to pay again we have probably, it could probably 7be
obviously, and the EU accepts, and the -~ , another two years before the econom
IMF, that this a serious assessment, and Garet: It will be necessary ,to make o rtsto recov)ér, though we can'tbe certai¥1
this is a worst case, and that we've finally Provision to deal with people who've been 0 that. But, on the other hand ..
got this thing sorted out, we know what Nitin thatrespect. It's probably ... there's iﬁli-lnterruption by BOC: Do you suggest...}
the worst case is, and get on now with NU9€ mortgage problem. Inthis assessmenghat what we have going for us is that we
sorting it out. ofour,_of the banks, allowance is mgdeforare a very successful exporting country,
BOC: |suppose as acynical layman, | thinkthem, it makes very tough assumptions onand over the last twelve months there has
thatit's that they're patting us on the head todaythe mortgage side that the banks are goindoeen a huge increase in exports, and not
because we've been suckered into puttingto have to cope with, just the big multinationals from America,
another 24 billion obur money into payingoff ~ BOC: Butyou and I know that Irish people, Yes, there doing very well, the pharma-
their reckless debts, you know what | mean, despite what anyone says that it's going to getceuticals, but the majority of Irish indi-
and their reckless gambling, but anyway,  more and more closer to a tipping point, Irish genous sectors are in fact increasing their
Garret:  Butldon'tthink we should be people will pay their mortgages, if they can at exports ... and have you seen the output at

so cynical about people who have providedall, they will ... all>—and in time, that increased output
such massive aid to us, without which  Garret: We have a good record, andwill require more workers, so you will be
we'd be busted at this stage may | also say that if there still is a problem moving to a point where more workers

COESC% s%‘}f* ”eoc;"’lgf\i,\:;etéh?r?“ ;taﬁ'é%‘é“vo'l'(”; athe end of the day, banks in the past, anaill be needed, in industry, and as people

andtherlé's pegplepathome oI? e e Whégundmg societies, have been reasonablyrecover confidence, they'llbe more willing

is it, two years of austeri’ty éffectively, we dood aboutthat, we don't have massive—to spend, and that will increase employ-

sucked nowwhat, 20 billion out of the economy eh—tqkmg back of_ houses that otherment also ... o .

countries have, but it is a huge problem. BOC:  AmIrightin saying, | seem to hear
Garret: | don't know about that, but a SO, the two really damaging things are recently that exports aren't actually great at

lot, unemployment and the mortgage interest.creating jobs, in general, and we've started

-el—he issue of reducing pay, obviously no hearing this phrase then, we heard 'export-led

BOC: Sopeople have endured, some peopl growth' then we heard ‘jobless export-led

have endured unemployment, what, the ulti- On€ likes it, but we have been paying growth', and | mean, meanwhile Garret, a lot of
mate eh pay cut, people have endured pay cutsQurselves, mostly, we having been paying o o1e \will say that, the domestic economy
people in the public sector have had their ehourselves more than other countries. Doy here we're trading with each other, where the
pension contributions, eh, diminished, we've you know what a doctor gets in France? Inyast majority of people work, is being ham-
had tax increases, all kinds of new taxes asFrance—I saw itifThe Irish Timesabout  mered everyyear, and it's going to be hammered
well, more on the way, and then the universal four months ago, the French Governmentmore to pay this 24 billion, isn't it?

social charge thing in January, which seemeddecided that the GP rate was to go up from
to completely sucker punch alot of people,and22 to 23 Euro, what is it here? It's nearly Garret:  All recoveries, including

so people feel that they are doing all this to POUry oe times that. {interruption by BOC: export-led recoveries, take time before

money into the banks, and like can they take, is . . ; ;
there three more years of this austerity, suckingYee} And this runs right throughout they reach the point where extra jobs are

more money out of the economy? Do you think SOCiety, we've all been overpaid. Ministers required. At this early stage, | mean
that people can take it, Garret? were overpaid, Ministers' pensions are €mployment has been cut, you have a

) Overpaid_ And unfortunate'y apparent'y, labour force which St|” has the Capacity to
Garret: Well, Ithink people have been the |ast Government, didn't feel it could Produce to export, without extra workers

very patient with the appalling mess leftto cut the pensions. We have to volunteer ifn€eding to be employed, and we're at that
us by the previous Government which, we want to, and not everybody wants to Stage, but then you come to the point
since the beginning of the last decade hasolunteer, so we have this problem.... andwhere that growth continues and you do
been wrecking our economy in a series ofthe one thing ... need more workers and when people see
different ways, and people obviously are . BOC: Butyou know Garreta lot of people there are more workers they are more
bound to be very angry and upset anddontfeel that thfay re overpaid, ... people, youwilling to spend athome, and that spending
; . ’ know, who aren't Ministers, or doctors at home creates employment. That takes
everyone Is suffering as a result. And SO Garret: | know they don't feel it. And time ... and I'm just saying it might be two
it's not surprising, these reactions. On thegyoy know the one thing is that we think years before we see the recovery. Recovery
other hand, people have accepted it, with,ve are overtaxed, in fact we're under-takes time {interruption by BOGo we'll
eh, ill grace, you may say {BO(:es}, taxed. Our taxes now on people are muchsee the recovery in two years time then
but they're not rioting in the streets, and | lower than in any European country or theyou say ... and it will be rapid, more
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rapid, because | believe, | think we havg a
great capacity for growth and our growth

rate, when we get out of this mess, will, jat
least for some years as we recover, willpe

higher than the rest of Europe, will

catching up, in the middle of the .].

{interruption by BOCyou mean as fasta

we went down we could shoot up again(:
yes, that'sright, we have an open econoiny,
we go down when there is trouble and

when things recover we go up faster..|

(Transcriptby Philip O'Connor, who
comments: What the hell is going on?
After a bruising election campaign i
which catastrophist economists were giv|
front page billing, and utopian "Ney
Republicans" were unleashed on us wj
their utopian answers, they are all ng
being reined in, and the structure of t

deal negotiated by FF is being implement-

ed without change as the practical a
effective way forward? And everyone
selling it now to us, in its new "positive

FG-Lab clothing? So, like Iraq, it was jus
all about achieving regime change apd

wiping out FF as a serious force!!

the invaders were the victims: a purging
theme enthusiastically taken up by Holly-
wood movies such abhe Deer Hunter
andPlatoon
After Vietnam, USUK became much
WAR IN LIBYA more cunning in their strategies of deceit
"We do not lack communication, on when making war and thus modern
the contrary we have too much of it. We conflicts had'embeddedjournalists and
lack creationWe lack resistance to the ever more strategic language. Iraq was
present" "liberated", people were killed bifriendly
G. Deleuze and F. Guattari fire", and entrenched war washission
"Had journalists questioned the decep- creep” Language itself became totally
tions that led to the Iraq war, the invasion debased and even when the American
would not have happened.” President, George "Dubyia" Bush dismis-
John Pilger Guardian 10 Dec. 2010 sed torture asan asset"in obtaining
"If men could learn from history, what |nformat|9n, with th_e_ accepting "‘?"ater'
lesions it might teach us! But passion and P0@rding”as a legitimate technique, the
party blind our eyes, and the light which ~New world orderbf"regime changeby
experience gives us is a lantern on theRumsfield and Cheney became part of our
stern, which shines only on the waves "water-cooler” conversation. Thémad
behind us!" jihadists" had to be stopped otherwise
nd Coleridge,  we'd all burn in our beds. Better far that
S from T. Allsop,Recollections, 1831 they and their children were burning in
' theirs. And if we inadvertently saw burning
t In December 1917, in a private convers- podies—we were assured—that they had

R ation between the Prime Minister of peen used athuman shields'by their
Britain, David Lloyd George and C.P. "pad dictators"

Scott, Editor of th#anchester Guardign So now to Libya for another rerun of
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Exports Up!

The country's exports surged
February with provisional CSO figure
showing arise of 11%in goods and servi
sold abroad. Imports fell by 3% in th
same month.

The Central Statistics Office sai
preliminary figures for the month showe

exports totalled ©8.1bn, while imports

were almost ©4.3bn.
As aresultthe seasonally adjusted trg
surplus rose by 33% year on year

13.83bn for the month. Thisis the highept

trade surplus since December 20(
Compared with February lastyear, expo
were up 14pc, while imports rose by 18

However, both thérish Independent|
and Irish Timestried to play down the
significance of the latest figures. Butth
were superseded by Richard Bruton, F
Gael's Minister for Jobs, Enterprise a
Innovation, who said] am pleased that
this reassuring positive trend in the grow
in our exports over recent months h
been maintained” adding that the
February trade figures were a reflection
the efforts of his Government.

As the Coalition took office in March
it must be the best Government in t
history of the State. Its policies have h
retrospective effect!

John Martin
(Seénttp://mww.independent.ie/business/iris
exports-soar-11pc-during-february-as
imports-fall-says-cso-2627338.htanldhttp:/
/www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/financ

the former admitted”If people really  the same scenario. Today, Good Friday,
knew the truth, the war would be stopped22nd April 2011, France 24 showed us a
tomorrow. But of course they don'tknow, clip of Robert Gates, the US Secretary of
and can'tknow In the wake of this—the Defence, stating that American Predator

N First World War—the war to end allwars, Droneswere being used to botatrategic
S Edward Bernays, a confidante of Presidenttargets"in Gaddafi-held areas in Tripoli

esNVoodrow Wilson, coined theteripublic  and other cities. The "rebels" are also

e relations"as aeuphemism for propagandabeing helped by Britain and France.
“whichwas given abad name inthewar" Germany, Spain, Russia and China have
d Inhis bookPropagandg1928), Bernays refused to participate with them—and even
d described PR dan invisible government  the UN has asked for theonflict to be
L which is the true ruling power in our stopped“and "discussions to startfor
country’, thanks tdthe intelligent mani-  over a week now. | have seen President
lO@ul‘{ﬂtlon ofthe massesThis was achieved - Gaddafibeing feted by his people in Tripoli
1o DY 'false realities’and their adoption by  put such trifles are mere incidentals to the
the media. (One of Bernays's early succesprogress of a war against him by USUK/
Pl ses was persuading women to smoke inFrance/Italy/Canada and Denmark.
9.public. By associating smokingwithwom-  The [talian island of Lampedusa has
ftsen’s liberation, he achieved headlines thabeen swamped by Tunisian/Egyptian and
6.lauded cigarettes eorches of freedom)’ | jpyan refugees—over 20,000 of them
and they were given temporary resident
permits by the Italians who want them to
be dispersed throughout the EU. Some of
them were put on trains to France and
were stopped at the border by President
Sarkozy. Italy cried foul and said France
was in breach of the Schengen Agreement.
But the EU found in favour of France,
stating that French Interior Minister Claude
Gueantwa'entitled to grantentry only to
those with sufficient means to support
tthemselves'™M.Gueant stated that France
"had applied the letter and the spirit of the

John Pilger, one of the few thought
provoking journalists left in the media
EY meditates on the above and said it only
N€impacted on his understanding when he
hdwas a young journalist in Vietnam. PR
terms like"pacification" and"collateral
th damage;' and later'quagmire’; became
hs 'Staples of a news vocabulary that recog-
nised the killing of civilians merely as
tragic mistakes and seldom questioned
the good intentions of the invadershot
thatthe latter were ever called that. Almos
no reporter ever used the wéirivasion”, 0
"€ hut'involvementand other such euphem- Schengen Agreement”.

Adisms. And the infamous My Lai Massacre ~ But the real problem for the EU is that
in 1968 was not reported from Vietham, many countries, including France, are
even though a number of reporters knewhaving to combat the fact thatimmigration
h/ about it (and other atrocities like it), but by has become a major battleground. And in
- a freelance in the US, Seymour Hersh.what has been seen as a shiftin policy, Mr.

The cover of Newsweek magazine called Gueant said théas well as increasing the
e/ it an "American tragedy'implying that  expulsionrate for migrants, he also wanted
to cut the number of work visas issued

of
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each year by 20,000'He addedWe see it,"is to foster a sense of British
must listen more to the French people andnational identity” Schama writes,
bring forward precise solutions to address "Atamoment fraught with the possibil-

what they expect of usThe problem ity of social and cultural division, we

heroes to everyone. For those in power,
this makes history as a discipline not only
useless but dangerous too".

In the London Review of Book¥ol.

though is that attacking and interfering in

need citizens who grow up with a sense 33 No, 7, 31st March 2011, the Letters

the internal affairs of those countries in
North Africa has the affect of displacing
people and not unnaturally these migrants
run to those countries who are waging war
against their leaders. So how can any
country thus involved then state that they
need not account for their actions? It is
pure nonsense and the height of hypocrisy
Bombing Libya equates to fleeing mig-
rants. Thus also the freezing of oil/gas
assets of those countries equatesto fleein@
economic migrantdn the end, it is that
simple and that solvable.

ofMedmemoasaliving, urgently  hage exploded at Evans and his 'take' on

present body of knowledge. history. Robert Tombs from the University

Or as the popular historian Dominic of Cambridge noted that he had been part
Sandbrook puts itwe need toreturnto 1, of a think-tank, which issued a pamphlet
the stories that make a nation's collective in 2002 and héadvocated less emphasis
memory! 2, "that fire the imagination"  on skills and more on knowledge, a less
and 3,'that bind the generations“New  constraining examination system, and a
Labour's curriculum favouretthemes"  curriculum in GCSE and A level History
over"actual content—what"we need is that would move away from teaching
return tonarrative history". Schama history as disconnected fragments—
ent on to develop his Gove-like theory dismissed by Evans as “areturnto narra-
stating: "Our children are being short- tive™." Moreover he asked of Evafis it
changed of the patrimony of their story, unreasonable for schoolchildrento gaina
which is to say the lineaments of the wholebasic knowledge of the history of the

HISTORY AND HOW IT ISSOLD  gtory, for there can be no true history that country in which they live?Christopher

Now that | have found that the History refses to span the arch, no coherenceMcGovernwrote that Hiaelped write the
channel is part of my Sky package, | haveyithout chronology.Evans theorisesthat - current National Curriculum for History”
been dipping into its fare now and then. o running here has been madédself-  and he too issadly displeased with Evans”
What has amused me is that Fergal Keang,ginted pressure group calling itself "The mass exodus of pupils when the
and Roy Foster have sold the history of geter History', formed in 2006 to advise  subject becomes optional at age 14 is
Ireland a'he Story Of IrelandButwhen  tha conservative shadow educationteam”  testimony to the failure of the curriculum.
itcomes to USUK itis very certainly their s jeader is a former schoolteacher, Sean Evans underplays the importance of
"History" thatis commodified. Andwhat | 544 Gove wantschool history to place narrative and the way in which children,
a to-do there has been recently about thg,, more emphasis on factual knowledge, ~ €specially young children, need itto make
history of Britain. When that most respect- including the lives of kings and queens”  sense of the world and its past".

ed historian, Richard J. Evans, Regiusgacis are the essential thing here and Evans Evans argues th4tarrative is unreli-
Professor of History at Cambridge, Presi- s concerned that the whole enterprise isable”, but doesn't mention the degree of

dent of Wolfson College and author ,, 5javing an essentiall®ritain centred
amongst other books ¢h Defence Of ~ narrative”. And ultimately it will be a

History, wrote a_piece about the subjectin “celebratory history" for how otherwise
theLondon Review of Bookgol. 33, No. w1 it serve as the cement of national
6, 17th March 2011, such was the blow- identity"?

back from letter-writers that even | was g ;¢ surely Evans argues that British
taken aback atthe swell of opinions. Evansg,
began by quoting Michael Gove, the i history should reflect that fact? As he
Secretary for Education, who addressedgoes on to further elucidate:

the Tory Party Conference last October:

subjective judgementinvolved in selecting
and using historical evidence in the class-
room. He sees & "transmission and
regurgitation” of facts as'calamitous’

but "fails to acknowledge the extent of
factualignorance revealed in survey after

ciety is a multi-ethnic one and therefore survey"

And so itwent but—whatever the nature
of polite discourse—what seems most
definite to this reader is that Anglo-centric

"National identity is a complex, many-
layered thing, and to treat it as if it were
simply and exclusively the culmination of a
centuries-long march of events within the
narrow confines of the British Isles is a

"One of the under-appreciated tragedies
of our time has been the sundering of our
society fromits past. Children are growing
up ignorant of one of the most inspiring
stories | know—the history of our United
Kingdom. Our history has moments of
pride, and shame, but unless we fully
understand the struggles of the past we
will not properly value the liberties of the
present. The current approach we have to
history denies children the opportunity to
hear our island story. Children are given
a mix of topics at primary, a cursory run
through Henry VIII and Hitler at
secondary and many give up the subject
at 14, without knowing how the vivid
episodes of our past become a connected
narrative. Well, thigrashing of our past
has to stop.”

History is now prevalent in Irish schools
and academia. The island-theme is not
Ireland but England and our Oxbridge-
educated historians are not in the least
radically ignorant form of dumbing down."” apologetic—they positively glow in their
"History is by its nature a critical, orientation. The IristDaily Mail, 22nd
sceptical discipline. Historians commonly April 2011, laments that somebotiyut
see one of their main tasks as puncturinggunpowder and glass in a drink bottle and
myths, demolishing orthodoxies and tried to blow up the Wellington monument
exposing politically motivated narratives in Trim, Co. Meath. There was only some
that advance spurious claims to minor scorching to the statue but the
objectivity. Schama advocates the return pefence Forces attended the scene and
of “storytelling in the classroom” as the sea|ed it off before making the area safe."
necessary condition” of debate and paying driven to Trim some two years
analysis since distinctions can be made, g, away inthe distance | saw this formid-
be(tjween justdand l”n“f,St c?nfllcfsk and ahje statue rising over the hinterland of
fetg gn(:?tﬁznnaﬁ}/ri%? ?)C\ilﬂ'ca NOW- this lovely County and thought it was
9 P ' some Irish hero. When we stopped and |
ygotout to look, there loomed hugely this
stone monument to theserof the Battle
of Waterloo. Had not the great Prussian

Simon Schama is the person tasked But Evans, Gove, Schama and thei
with the job of putting things right and, as allies are confusing history with memory.

Gove stated, he "has agreed to advise us
on how we can put British history at the
heart of a revived national curriculum”
Evans gave a side-swipe at Schama by
referring to him as teaching in New York.
But anyhow Evans says thttte first task

of the curriculum;' as Gove and Schama

"History is a critical academic discip- General Blucher arrived at 2 pm and saved
line whose aims include precisely the Wellington's bacon, it would have been
interrogation of memory and the myths it curtains for him. The IristDaily Mail
generated. It really does matter to noted that, though he had been born in
historians that there isn't any evidence |rejand,"he denied his Irish rootsand
that Alfred burned the cakes, or that famously said”Being born in a stable
Nelson and Wellington weren't national a5 not make one a horse".
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"He changed his name from Wesley fo
Wellesley and was a powerful but ngt
popular landowner in Ireland, he wgs

deeply disliked by the 19th centu

Editorial Digest,
Northern Elections

community and has long been a hate on 5th May Northern Ireland voters will

figure among hard-line Irish Republicanp.

Christened the 'lron Duke' Wellingto
served as British prime minister fro
1828-1830. Hisdeath in 1852 was mar

decide three different matters. Apart
from elections to the Northern Ireland
Assembly, and to Local Government,

d there will be participation in the UK

by a grand funeral and the honour of a Referendum on the Alternative Vote

burial in St. Paul's cathedral alongsigle

Lord Nelson."

Fittingly or not—this piece was fileg
by Ali Bracken, the Crime Corresponde
for the IrishDaily Mail.

MikHAIL GORBACHEV
Hello magazine, No 1169, 11th Apr
2011 celebrated the former Soviet leade

system. If this referendum is carried,
there will be proportional representation

in Single Member Constituencies (as
Nt happens currently in Dail By-eletions) in
elections to the Westminster Parliament.

Assembly Elections
Numbers of candidates There are 218

collapses into Sinn FeandUnionism is
split down the middle. By attacking the
DUP for not being sectarian enough, Elliott
is trying to stem the flow of voters to the
DUP. But mostly he is worried about
being outflanked on the 'right' by the
Unionist dissidents of the Traditional
Unionist Voice (TUV).

For a while the DUP was also worried
about the TUV. But then, at the General
Election, lan Paisley Jnr. wiped the floor
with the TUV's leader, Jim Allister, in
North Antrim.

DUP joins the bigots?The early days of the
election campaign saw the UUP and the
TUV concentrating on the bogeymen of
Martin McGuinness becoming First Mini-
ster. Thisis something beyond the bounds

| candidates for 108 seats—theoretically Of possibility and those who want to keep

r's

80th Birthday in style. The Nobel Peage
Prize laureate marked his personal mile-
stone with a glittering gala concert and
awards ceremony which cost a reputed|£3
million and was attended by VIP guests,
including former Californian Governo|
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Israeli Presidgnt
Shimon Peres, Earl Spencer, the fornper
UK Prime Minister Sir John Major, angl
many more luminaries of world politicg,
movies and industry. Billed adikhail
Gorbachev: The Man Who Changed the
World, the gala was held in London
Royal Albert Hall. Tickets sold likg
wildfire with the glamorous audienc
paying anything from £195 to £100,0d
for seats or an exclusive box and givi
Mikhail repeated standing ovations. The

[

(Qoll.)

a seat, but in reality meaning that most of

politics know this very well.

the main party candidates will be elected. Ulster Unionist Assembly candidatefor

The DUP has 44 standing; Sinn Fein 40;
the UUP 29; SDLP 28; Alliance 22; TUV
12; Green 6; UKIP 6; People Before Profit
(SWP) 4; Socialist Party (Militant) 3; BNP
3. There are 15 Independents.

Of much interest is the fact that there
willbeno UUP candidate in Foyl@®erry).
The Party muttered something about not
getting papers in on time. But the dogs in
the street know that Michael McGimpsey's
cancellation of the proposed local cancer
unit would lead to a humiliating votr for
the UUP in the area. (It should be noted
that Stormont Ministers are effectively
mini-Prime Ministers in their autonomous
Departments. So any credit or blame is
theirs and theirs alone.)

American movie actor and Oscar winner Who are real sectarians? The Saint

Kevin Spacey saidlt think you could look
around the world now and you see that
there are still people fighting for freedo
and there is a kind of a direct link t
Mikhail Gorbachev. And yet | don't thin
he's received the kind of due or kind |of
respect or kind of adulation that | think he
deserves.'Arnold Schwarzenegger sai
Mikhail "is widely credited with layin
the foundations for Russia's transition fo
democracy and helping to end the Cqld
War in the late 1980's and early 90'g['
Guests at the high-security event also
included fellow Nobel Peace Prize winngr
and former Polish President Lech Walesa,
who referred to the ground-breaking
negotiations he had with Mikhail durin
that time. Proceeds from the evenirg,
which also included video messages frgm
Bill Clinton, Sting and Bono, went to th
Raisa Gorbachev Children's Institute apd
Macmillian Cancer Support. The ex-Sovigt
President used the evening to introdyce
the inaugural annu&orbachev Award
to his personally chosen winnelsho
included CNN founder Ted Turner, Wor|d
Wide Web inventor Tim Berners-Lee apd
Kenyan engineer Evans Wadongo, 25who
developed an inexpensive solar lamp that
has helped change the lives of tens|of
thousands of Africans”

Julianne Herlihy ©

Andrews Agreement decided that the First
Minister should come from the largest

Fermanagh/South Tyrone, Kenny
Donaldson, wrote a letter to thgelfast
Telegraph(7th April) ostensibly condemn-
ing the killing of Constable Kerr and
extending his sympathies. But the bulk of
the letter was making a 'case’ for pinning
the blame for the killing on Sinn Fein.
This was not a one-off. Since Constable
Kerr's death there has been a constant
stream of letter to the papers pushing the
same line. Some, like that from Mr. Don-
aldson, acknowledge their authors' UUP
affiliation. Others appear to be from private
citizens—but these are usually
recognisable as coming from inveterate
UUP letter writers.

Jim Allister of the TUV gotin on the act on

8th April, with letters to theBelfast
Telegraphand theNews Letterold Jim
is slowing down a bit! After a lot of other

Part rather the, as was then the case, from stuff, he says: "The organisation that

the largest designation. To ensure weighted
voting, all MLAs must designate
themselves Unionist, Nationalist or Other.

murdered Constable Kerr shares the same
DNA as IRA/Sinn Fein, the same goal and
the same methodology"

For the moment at least the largest desig-Majority voting . The TUV wants majority

nation is Unionist—of whatever hu&éom
Elliott, leader of what is left of the Ulster
Unionist Party, has been attacking the
DUP for its agreement to de-sectarianise
the selection of the First Minister and

rule in Stormont. The DUP wants laws
passed provided the proposers get a 65%
majority. Itis highly unlikely that the the
real government, the British Government,
will permit either of these proposals.

allowing for the possibility of a Sinn Fein - ypjgnist pactsagainst Sinn Fein have been

First Minister. Here is thémoderate"
bigot on his web site on 25th March:

"The fact is that the possibility of Sinn
Fein ever taking the First Minister's post
only emerged following the legislation
which resulted from the DUP/Sinn Fein
deal at St. Andrews... Following the deal
done... the rules inexplicably changed and
the First Minister will now be drawn from

urged from many in both the UUP and the
DUP. Butthese have only come to fruition
in West Belfast and North Belfast. How-
ever, the UUP, in particular, is relying on
transfers from the SDLP, especially in
areas like South Down, or from the Alliance
Party in areas like East Belfast and South
Belfast.

the largest Party, irespective of designation.” I their latest spatthe UUP has condemned

Until 11th April the DUP more or less
stayed out of all this. But then Peter
Robinson, fearing he was being out-
Unionated, unfortunately joined in the fray
and said that people on the doorstep were
very worried about this matter and there-
fore sowas he! Let's hope thisis a passing
phase.

The only way there could be a Sinn
Fein First Minister is if the SDLP vote

the DUP fot'achieving nothinglh govern-
ment. The DUP has replied that it {along
with Sinn Fein, of course!} achieved many
things, some of which we include here:
free travel on bus and rail for over-60s;
regional rates frozen for three years; water
charges deferredindefinitely; largestsingle
investment in Northern Ireland, £520m,
creating 800 jobs; £150to each of 150,000
households to help with heating over the
cold Winter; free prescriptions for every-



one; 800 new homes last year; and on and prisons. Three such charities are called:

on. Forty measures in all. Egg appeared
on the face of the UUP. The SDLP seems
wisely to have stayed out of it.

The SDLP launched its election campaign
on 7h April in Belfast's Hilton Hotel.
Margaret 'Poppy' Ritchie gave a long
rambling speech promising, well, nice
things. According to thélewsletter she

No More Prison; Revolving Doors; and

Unlock. Should be interesting! The DUP

rules out water charges in this Assembly.
It wants the devolution of Corporation

Tax, focus on renewable energy and the
agri-food business, automatic benefit
payment to pensioners and others on
benefits.

"pledged to make Northern Ireland abetter Sinn Fein policies A levy of £400m on

place", and "said that the Party was
‘brimming over with ideas"That sort of
thing. The SDLP said that itis running 28
Assembly candidates and 150 local
Government candidates. That must be
near enough the entire membership!

SDLP, Derry. The following is part of a
letter that appeared in the Derry Journal,
8th April, under a pseudonym:

"...the article in last Tuesday's Derry
Journal by Pol Callaghan [SDLP]is without
doubt the best case of delusional thinking |
have seen since Comical Ali claimed victory
in Baghdad.

"Mr. Callaghan tells us that the election
results in the south 'bodes well for the
SDLP". The SDLP have been inextricably
linked to Fianna Fail for years, even to the
point of contemplating merging not that
long ago. In recent elections in the North
we have been tripping over Fianna Falil
ministers and politicians canvassing for the
SDLP while every SDLP election leaflet
that fell through our doors had the obligatory

local banks, international accessibility to
all British documents relating to collusion
and deaths during the war, a new cancer
unitfor Derry, no water charges, regenera-
tion of the Maze site, reinstate the 50/50
policy on police recruiting, no increase in

industry already employs 90,000 people.
The UFU supports a British House of
Commons reportonthe CAP. Its President,
John Thompson, said:

"We are particularly pleased that it
concludes that the first objective of the
CAP, should be to maintain and enhance
the EU's capacityto produce food with a
significant degree of self sufficiency... the
UK should press for the EU to argue more
strongly for recognition of environmental
and animal welfare standards within trade
agreements otherwise when consumers buy
cheap food imports produced to lower
standards, the EU is effectively exporting
the adverse environmental impacts whichiit
wants to avoid."

the cap ontuition fees and areferendumonThe Conservative Partyposition on the

a United Ireland.

Gerry Adams has called for a 32-county

referendum on unity, which he knows
damn well will not happen. Bidargaret
Ritchiehas called for a 6-county referen-
dum which could easily happen—at the
stroke of the Secretary of State's pen—and
especially now when there is, just, the
chance of a Unionist majority. But what
would happen if there was a nationalist
victory? The British Government certainly
wouldn'tforce unity. The Protestants would
oppose it, by armed force if necessary, no
matter how many poppies Ritchie wears.
And one thing the Protestants are not short
of is guns.

May elections to Stormont is wierd. Here
is Lord Feldman at a recent Tory dinner in
the Province:

"The truth is that we all want to see a
politics whichis more relevantan responsive
to the needs of people in Northern Ireland,
and we all want to see a politics which is
more credible, more constructive, and more
long-term. Sotoday, letus make this pledge
to Northern Ireland: our party will offer that
new politics... by working together, we can
make sure that more and more people in
Northern Ireland go into the polling booth
and vote Conservative(Newsletter, 6 April)

The Conservative Partyrigtcontesting
the Stormont election!!!

Ann Cooperwas a candidate for the Tradi-

photo with Brian Cowen or Bertie Ahern. It SDLP policiesinclude re-introducing pres-
wasn'tthatlong ago that Pol Callaghanwas ~ Cription charges, more private finance in

boasting that Brian Cowen congratulated
him on his co-option to the Assembly.
"The irony of this article is that Margaret

the provision of social housing, devolution
of tax-varying powers, cutting the number
of MLAs and a vast range of pious wishes.

Ritchie, leader of the SDLP, has said Alliance Party andGreenswantto bringin

recently that the 'SDLP doesn't interfere in
IRISH politics'. Yet we have Pol Callaghan
claiming victory and attempting to align
the SDLP to Fine Gael and Labour, the
parties that have just announced water
charges, 25,000 public sector job cuts and
privatisation of state assets—to name a
few... if | were Pol Callaghan and his
colleaguesinthe SDLP | would be cautious
in looking for green shoots of recovery on
the backs of the Irish Coalition for Cuts."
Margaret 'Poppy' Ritchie appears to want
to have her cake and eatit. She isinsisting
that the British Government guarantees
funding for the North for the next 25 years,
even if there is a United Ireland in the
meantime! (News Letter, 16th April). On
the banks, she state¥As for Martin
[McGuinness] his big idea is another levy

onthe local banks—£400m over the Budget.l.

period. Does he not realise that while it
might be populist and a clever stroke to to
have a pop at the banks our four local
banks are in no position to payPoor
banks!

The Alliance Party's main proposals are
that the public housing organisation, the
Housing Executive gets involved in the
provision of private housing; new rules
against the display of flags; a 20% target
for pupils attending integrated schools;
more mixed housing estates.

DUP policies The most startling one is
Peter Robinson's proposal the charities
and private companies should run the

water charges. The Greens also want to
reduce the number of MLAs from 108 to
80, a moratorium on road building (which
would come as relief to the South which
seems to pay for most of it), and a crash
home insulation programme employing
15,000 people. Alliance wants 20% of
children in integrated schools by 2020,
less tolerance for illegally erected flags
and emblems, Stormont Departments
down from 12 to 8, like the Greens, MLAs
down from 108 to 80, minimum pricing of
alcohol, and holding down student fees.

An Election Debatewas held on UTV on

tional Unionist Voice in a by-election last
year in Castlereagh. A case arose when
Revenue and Customs staff were caught
witholding payment of benefits to people
from ethnic minorities. Ann sent the
culpritsamessage: "Welldone lads. Sorry
you got caught. You deserve a medal. We
need more like you."

She has now switched parties and is
standing for th@ritish National Partyin
East Belfast. We seem to remember the
UDA leader, Jackie McDonald, announ-
cing at the time of attacks on Roma people
in South Belfast that there would be hell to
pay if the fascist BNP tried organisind in
Belfast. Now we'll see if he was serious.
(According to théBelfast TelegrapHl3th
April, The BNP has 39 members in the
North.)

April 20th. The consensus among the Health Policy has caused a spat between

Belfast newspapers was that Robinson
and McGuinness gave a very good account
of themselves, while Elliott, Ritchie, and
especially Ford, did quite badly.

he Ulster Farmers' Unionhas submitted

a manifesto to all parties. At the core of
thisis the retention and non-dilution of the
Common Agricultural Policy. Otherissues
include land eligibility, the future of less
favoured areas, a Department Of Agricul-
ture and Rural Development budget for
2011-14, groceries code adjudicator,
animal/plant health, better regulation, and
climate change.

"It has been estimated that with proper
supportand investmentthe Northern Ireland
agri-food business could grow its sales by
40% over the next 10 years and create up to
15,000 new jobs over that period." Including
peripheral jobs, the UFU estimates that the

unionists. Michael McGimpsey UUP
Minister for Health, got into trouble for
cancelling a planned radiography unit at
Altnegelvin Hospital in Derry. ( He now
says he has changed his mind and may
revive the plan by 2016.) He said he did
not get enough moneyPater Robinson
DUP leader, said there was a constant
increase in the health budget, which there
is, and that he was going to see that the unit
was opened.

In an otherwise meaningless debate
organised by the so-called voluntary sector,
DUP health spokesman said that the last
four years have been characterised by
record levels of investment: "They have
also been marked by a failure to deliver on
much needed reforms by the minister".
The possible nature of such reformiStn
Fein's Caral Ni Chuilin called for
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consultants' salaries and bonuses to beMargaret'Poppy' Ritchie, announcing the
cappedto allow moniesto be redistributed postponement of the SDLPs election press
inthe health service [Belfast Telegraph, conference, saidNow is not the time for
8th April] party politicking or electioneering"
Arecentinvestigationinthe Southfound Which was, of course, itself a fine bit of
that money was being poured into the party politicking and electioneering. It
health service, only to be sucked outagain was designed to put down Sinn Fein's
by consultants, managers and others such decision to go ahead with its press
as lawyers leeching off the service. The conference onthe groundsthattheincident
same is true, though to a much lesser should notbe allowed to interfere with the

extent, in the North, though there has yet

democratic process.

been no proper investigation. There have, Alex Maskey, Sinn Fein Leader, has

however, been several investigations
showing Health Executives and Consult-
ants swanning around the world on huge
expenses, with photographs showing their
lavish homes and lifestyles.

Care for the elderly has been taken up by
Peter Robinson. He complains that 50%
of such care in the North is provided
publicly, compared to only 20% in Great
Britain. Though he congratulates the South
Eastern Health Board for matching the
British figures. He goes oriOpening up
social care to proper tendering and allow-
ing the most cost-effective provision is
clearly essential."Either Mr. Robinson

protested about the length of time the
suspects in the Ronan Kerr killing have
been held without charge for questioning.
One since April 2nd, another since April
5th, and the third since April 8th. As this

The Irish News(7th April) announced the

1,000 people had gathered in front of
Belfast City Hall the previous day to protest
against the killing of Ronan Kerr. The
Dublin Evening Heraldsaid there were
7,000 people. Both were wrong. The
protest at the City Hall was a Trade Union
protest against cuts in education and the
banner on the platform clearly labeled it as
such. At the beginning, protesters were
read a tribute to Constable Kerr and the
Belfast Telegraptistributed posters based
on its front page among several people
which it then proceeded to photograph. It
is perfectly possible that most or all of
those present sympathised with Ronan
Kerr. No one can tell.

is being written the police have applied for Attendence at Masdor Constable Kerr by

a further 6 days in all cases. The police
thinking is clear. After one week, most
people will crack and confess to anything.
If they don't, then they must be really
"hard men" and need to be detained for
longer. (Two of the prisoners held over
the Kerr killing have, as we go to press,
been releasedunconditionally” No

surprise there. It was a mixture of the

has never see private care facilities at first usual fishing expedition and intimidation.)
hand or he has shares in granny farms. Catholicsare now stated to number 30% of

Orange Order and UUP leaders, Tom Elliot
and Danny Kennedy, is to be overlooked
by the Orange Order, according to all the
Belfast paper, at least this once. Over-
looked but not condoned. (This writer has
not yet been able to find out whether
Ellion actually went to mass or merely
attended the funeral.) The official position
of the Order states:"you should not
countenance by your presence or otherwise
any act or ceremony of Popish worship"

Local Government Elections

There will be contests in the existing 26
Councils. There were proposals to reduce
these, firstly to 7, and then to 11, with
wonderful titles like North North East and
suchlike. There was no question of creating
Councils on the basis of areas that people
could identify with—such as the six Coun-
ties plus city Councils for Belfast and
Derry. But, it was objected, Fermanagh

the PSNI. Whatever one's view of the Orange Reformationis a group within the

killing of Constable Kerr, it is ridiculous
to portray him, and other Catholic PSNI
members, as some kind of exceptional
heroes. Some may well be, others are not.
Pay for police officers isamong the highest
inthe North. Itis the standing down of the
Provisional IRAplusa very high salary
that has been attracting most Catholic
recruits and only seldom some sense of
social duty.

has amuch smaller populationthan Antrim. Cardinal Brady, head of the Catholic

So What? This doesn't affect the
workings of areas in, say, Germany or
Spain. Butthe North seems to have picked
up the anally retentive attitudes of England
where, a good few years ago, local author-
ities were "evened up", and places like

Church in Ireland, said: I''m calling on
Catholic parents and teachers to
encourage their children to consider this
[joining the PSNI] as their vocationin life.
I'm also calling on people if they have any
information about this crime to report it."

Huntingdonshhire, with which people Bishop of Derry, Seamus Hegarty, said:

could identify, were abolished.

Constable Kerr

Ronan Kerr, a Catholic member of the
PSNI, was killed by an under-car bomb
near Omagh on 2nd April. There has been
much talk about avoiding“aeturn to the
past" But there has been already one
"returntothe past". Thisisinthe hysterical
and mindless competition among politi-
cians, media pundits and others, to see
who can sound most publicly "outraged".

"This crime against aman who served and
protected the public, is a crime against all

Order standing for tradiononal values and
against such notions as an Orangefest on
the 12th July. It has proposed that Elliot
and Kennedy be expelled for attending
Constable Kerr's funeralWe believe the
Roman Catholic mass is blasphemous and
an affrontto the once-and-for-all sacrifice
of Christ on the cross No Protestant
should ever attend Roman Catholic wor-
ship. We call for these members to be
expelled from the Orange institution, along
with others who have recently met with the
Parades Commission, contrary to Grand
Lodge policy. Rules are rules and they
must be upheld."

Peter Robinson, who attended, is not an
Orangeman. But he has received criticism
from the Free Presbyterian Churchhe
Rev. lan Paisleyhowever, has refused to
comment on Robinson's attendance.

in our society... | reiterate my support, Free PresbyterianMinisterinLurgan, Rev.

both personally and as the Bishop of the
Diocese of Derry, for those who serve the
community as police officers and the right

ofyoung men and womento join the police."
Interestingly these comments appeared
only in theBelfast News LetterBy and

large the two Protestant papers have been

relatively measured. The Catholitsh
News has lost the head altogether.

In the past the Alliance Party always won yjster GAA President, Aogan O Fearghail,

this competition hands down. Sinn Fein
also condemned the killing of Constable
Kerr and, apart from the dissideng wing of
Unionism, this was accepted as sincere.
But Sinn Fein refused to feed the down-
market media feeding frenzy and were
measured and constructive about the whole
thing. Thelrish Newsdevoted its first 13
pages (4th April) to the incident, tBelfast
Telegraph 9 pages. To be fair, the Tele-
graph carried a couple of reasonable articles
about possible dialogue with the
"dissidents"

said: "We believe that any civilised society

David Creane says$rhe sight of Protestant
church leaders, politicians and Orange-
men standing shoulder to shoulder with
IRA/Sinn Fein at the requiem mass in
Beragh last week was deeply saddening."
His colleague, Rev. John Greer of Bally-
mena, added: They were present for an
act of idolatry and therefore they were
guilty". Though not a member of the FPC,
the TUV's leader, Jim Allister. is a regular
attendee at the the Rev. Greer's service.

needs a police force and we are committedMartin McGuinness has been criticised by

to seeing that people who come from a
nationalist background would remain and
be committed to a policing serviceBar-
agh GAA Club Chairman, Gear6id O Trea-
saigh, stated‘Ronan Kerr was a Catholic
and a Gael, who joined the PSNI because
he wanted to play his part in making our
society a better place. Many members of
our club were aware of Ronan's career
path and supported on his choicéRonan
Kerr had played for Baragh as ateenager.)

opponents for claiming that Ronan Kerr
was a Sinn Fein voter on the grounds that
he was using the man's death, and the
sympathy it engendered, for electoral
purposes. McGuinness said!l don't
think | was politicising his death. It has
never been contested that he was an
Irishman, that he was nationalist-minded,
that he was republican-minded, that he
was a supporter of the GAANot quite
proofthat he was a Sinn Fein voter, though.



With The Economics Of Partitig@mnd  So there is no doubt of his view on such

Reader's Letter : . S
mostimportantly for me, the ICO pamphlet cleansing. Indeed he adds the conflict in

arguing the Two Nations Theory against the north also failed his ethnic cleansing
On Peter Hart Michael Farrell, a convincing case was test.
And Other Matters made against Irish nationalism's core ana- Talking however of errors, Niall

lysis. The pamphlets' persuasive argu-Meehan writes dfjust one veteran of the
) ) o ments created a reasoned way out for meambush, Ned Youngéing alive inl998,

I ask if I may reply in the firstinstance \ental breakdown was another route. | while theSouthern Stacarries a picture
to Brendan Clifford's articlHard On  could name a couple of dozen people whoof Young in a December 1989 article and
Hart which responded to my letter in the were spared by those writings and severaldescribes him adNed Young, Dunman-
November 2010 issue of thiesh Political who went the breakdown route. way, one of the few surviving veterans"
Reviewand largely leave Niall Meehan's | honestly believe as a consequence of Ned Young, who it is said could not
challenge on the Dunmanway massacre tdhthol Street's efforts, many lives were have been interviewed by Hart as he was
another time? saved because of the Provisional IRA andincapacitated or later dead, passed away

Brendan Clifford is surprised at me itsTrotgkyitgaIIie§ nothavingamonopoly in November 1989.
writing | was not'aware of the level of of leftwing views in Ireland or any radical
violence inflicted on southern Protestants Protestant support. The effectiveness of = Saying of the Dunmanway killings that
in the 1916-23 period" the!refforts was S|gnn_‘|cantly reduced and "there is not a shred of evidence that they

The key word idlevel". | was aware in  their efforts were legion. were done by the IRAS like saying the
1969 (the time of awareness he refers to) The fact that the Two Nations Theory Northern Bank robbery was notthe modern
that southern Protestants had experience@©C@Me SO popular in Belfast amongstiRA's work. _ ,
violence, indeed that their population had Young radicals from both Catholic and  No-one else in Cork in that time except
been decimated, particularly in the border Protestant backgrounds—perhaps a thirdthe IRA, operating as the IRA, or as un-
areas. | did not know the details although ©f the PD adherents adopted the position—official sectarian killers, had the organis-
this was only 45 years previously, hardly Was hugely significant, if largely unnoticed ation and discipline to kill ten Protestants
a greater distance in time than the late®" commented upon since. in a couple of nights and it is silly to
1960s are to the present! It was, as stated, but rarely grasped,pretend otherwise.

My reading then would have included still a theo_ry. The Ulster Protestants had The question here is not who killed
Paul Blanshard's booKhe Irish And the potential to be a separate Irish nationthem but were they cruel sectarian murders
Catholic Power so | knew much more It Was argued, but had not then chosen tadesigned to avenge and to terrorise. And
about the difficulties southern ProtestantsSC Pécome. They remained British. why is the oft-quoted list of informers
facedafter partition. Events before were __ 1he Provisionals thus failed to prosper inaccessible to modern researchers?
history’ to me as dead as were the event{? the degree they might have. The pity is  They were certainly successful in the
in Belfast of the 1920s. thatre-assessment of one-nation certaintiegerrorising case. Just as the student revo-

Since then, books like Alan Parkinson's, Never occurred in the broader nationalistlutionaries were culpable for unwittingly
Belfast's Unholy War: The Troubles of the €OMMunity to any extent (and particularly starting a sectarian war, so were Repub-
192052004), have opened up that period. "0t @mongst trade unionists and thelicans and their allies, whose fight for
Gerard Murphy's bookThe Year Of controlling Communist Party of Northern Irish mdependence Ied{ dowr_1 the military
Disappearancebas now done the same Ireland (CPNI)). food chain, to sectarian violence and
for Cork. Despite inevitable criticism for W€ had averylong war, as a result andpopulation shift, despite their diet of Wolfe
certain speculative conclusions, he partly because London effectively con- Tone's uniting of Catholic, Protestant and
provides a wealth of shocking detail. ~ c€ded to the politics of the IRA and Dissenter.

The scale and intensity of the killings in Nationalism, despite never being able to - The reduction in the Protestant popula-
both cities is disturbing, and the fact that concede militarily. That concession datestion in Northern Ireland is the greatest
they went largely unrecorded in a narrative back to partition for all British parties, and achievement of Gerry Adams and the IRA.
or historical sense since is surprising. Andy 0 Gladstone for the Liberals and the And perhaps also from 1919-23 in the
Boyd'sHoly War In Belfastvas almosta  SUCCessor Labour P|art_y. _ south, except for the installation of an
settextin 1969, yetit only dealtwith 19th !t was the CPNI's iron grip on the entirely new ruling class which has only
century violence. unions that ultimately blocked the attempt this year been consigned to history, like

of the Campaign for Labour Represent- Redmond's Irish Party. We are in many
Brendan Clifford points outs that BICO ation to make the necessary headwayways returning to 1911.

wisely warned the student revolutionaries With no Labour Party, there was no
of People's Democracy in 1969 saying, alternative outlet for politically-minded Did Peter Hartlook for facts to hang a

"the factual circumstances would if they WOrking class activists. pre-conceived view ofi"Perhaps. Most

succeeded in unsettling the situation lead historians and commentators seem to.

to Protestant/Catholic conflictand notto  In relation to Niall Meehan in his However thatis not to say that he ignored

socialist revolution: Spinwatch article (and related one in the details that took away from any expected
Student revolutionaries do not think of IPR) pointing out my error of transposing or hoped-for conclusion.

consequences, especially when they ard’eter Hart's book titleThe IRA And Its _Facts dq "mattt_ar" but errors are in-

not historically minded. This is true of Enemieswith that of hisThe IRA At War evitable. Single disputed facts like the

lead guilty. "dead" witness are rarely enough to base
However the phrase of Hart's | quoted, an argument against a book on, and that is
what might be termed ethnic cleansing” my criticism of those who rely on com-
was in the latter book, also appearing, asplaining about so few errors.
Niall states, in Hart's replica chapter in  Cllr. Sean Twomey at a meeting of
i : 1, Unionism In Modern Ireland. Macroom Urban District Council, that
the sistoree onthe gt marchthrough, O Page 246 dThe IRA At Warkart  was reported in th8outhern Staon 30th
Protestant areas, had not just arousedid definitively declaréwhat happened - November 1971, suggested of Unionists
sectarianism, but had helped to generate &!, Southem lIrelanadid_not constitute  that'these people were not Irish and were
war. ethnic cleansingand then explains why. in the wrong country. They should be
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mostyoung people. They do angerinstead.I P

BICO unquestionably provided an ,,
intellectual and actual refuge for many
such radicals and revolutionaries, both
Catholic and Protestant. They were
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repatriated the same as happened to theuage bore traces of where it had come of one-nation certainties never occurred
French in Algeria. France was a bigger from, because that is in the nature of in the broader nationalist community.”
and stronger country today for doing." language. .
If this was the view in 1971, itis plain ~ What | wrote was found to be readable :::EZ P{J?\s/?esrfalgfgtteos{)a:?]?sperrgmained
itwas aview held to a greater degree in theby three sides of the four-sided situation. g ..y
same area in 1921. There was a phase in which Whitehall
The decline inthe Protestant population could not do without it. The minds that
in Cork between the censuses of 1911 andvere tightly closed against it were Jack
1926 was some 49% in Cork City and Lynch's Government and the Opposition
40% in the county. This massive fall is that had it on the run. But where it had |,
indicative of a near-complete loss of some practical effect was in the Northern
confidence by that community, especially Catholic community. And it would have
on the part of less well-off Protestants. had considerably greater effect there if it 1 gg5 Ang they gained a devolved system
It did not end then, as there was ahad had any real effect in the Protestant, Northern Ireland in which the majority
recrudescence of anti-Protestant action incommunity. Maybe it did ward off some 45as not rule. and established a substantial
1935 when Dunmanway featured again.nervous breakdowns, but | was not presence in ,26 County politics when the
(Read theSunday Independeatticle by  therapist. A mere handful of Protestants 5¢ County parties wanted to have done
Tim Fanning of 22 February 2009). got a practical political grasp of the | .h all-ireland politics.
. , situation. g Two Nations only a 'theory'? With the
There is much more | could write but I Iwentonto unearth the political culture o, Northern Ireland system structured
wish first to prove | am not shirking a of the Ulster Plantation and its Antrim/ o the assumption thatit states a fact! And
charge of avoiding challenges. Down precursor. | did this for my own it the Constitutional nationalists, who
Jeff Dudgeon  benefit, and | got a lot from Steel Dickson eciaredin 1970 that the Ulster Protestants
(DU Seanad candidate). 7 April 2011 and John Paul. Contemporary Protestant, o e part of an Irish nation, and that it
Ulster took no more interest in this than ;5,14 bring out the Irish nat'ionalism in

Reply did nationalist Ireland. | gotto understand them, having failed to gain a single recruit

A Unionist Going South why this was so. Protestant Ulster re- .+ | heard of.
laia. about f H made itself in the most thorough religious ¢ Dudgeon means that the Ulster
Nostalgia about forty years ago has event that ever happened in Ireland: thepyoestants did not declare UDI [Unilateral

little relevance for today. It might be that 1859 Revival. Its living literature all . .
what | wrote then had some effect in related in one way or another to thatevent.?gglaﬁigg Sf wr?:tre)?/ggﬁ?ec;]t)ili:h?rrza{g
enabling some Ulster Protestantstoremaina|l that went before—the burden of the o\t e 1 1666 (o deter them
blinkered Unionists when they might history of a century and a half, which ?romthatcourse of action when the Secre-
otherwise have suffered nervous break-included Enlightenment, Volunteering, iarv of State was encourading them
downs. Matrtin Mansergh haslaid itagainst United Irishmen, Orange Opposition to tOV\yal’dS it. M amphleA aingt l?lster
me that | saved Ulster Unionism when it the Union, the foundation of a Belfast Nationalis.m K;d apwidegcirculation in
was on thek Ve;ge-g&ml:aps? tEefh?r?SUniversity by self-help, the campaign for 1974 '
Some Specks or middie class 1roth on theCatholic Emancipation, the traumatic entry :
S v s o b, oy ST LTS (vound 157 | spoke a8 Londen
away and they were saved and restored tqy|| that was sloughed off in the amazing .\ the Greater London Council agnd was
Unionist communalism by what | wrote. religious event of 1859. | found out this at agked what | thought of the prospects for
It seems that that is what happened tothe Evengelical bookshop facing the \jisier nationalism. | said | had done m
Jeffrey Dudgeon. But I had little concern Academical Institution. The Institutionis poct to destrov them and | thouaht thye
with the sense of well-being of finicky 4 collapsed University, constructed by the ganger was pa);t In the course ofgdiscus-
elements in Unionism. United Irish generation in the process of jon ‘it tured out that the term was bein

If Ulster Unionism had been on the its decline. The 'Athens of the North' was sl in two entirelv different senses Thg
verge of collapse, | would have let it a flash in the pan of history. It gave way questioner meantyUIster Protestants bec-
collapse. to the Ulster of the Bible and the Empire, 5 ninq Irish nationalists, while | meant the

What | was concerned about was agas displayed in one of the Orange bannej; - o -
situation, not one of the elements thaton the Twelfth. And now the Empire is Ulsterish nationalism that was being

constifcuted the s_ituatipn. I did my best to gone. %Sr‘\}\?ﬁgﬁéﬁhzmgzhg nﬂzrgl?;;gtgsfgre]t
describe the situation, so that those  Anybody who is not at ease with the paramilitaries. Mer r?Rees disgruntled
engaged in it might take reasonable Bible and the Empire is a lost soul in post- b, his failure to brea{ the Ulster Workers'
account of elements ofitabout whichthey 1859 Ulster. A handful of middle-class C)é)uncil Strike, and begin the process of
had very mistaken ideas. _ Presbyterian families stood apart, fastid- gciaplishing a United Ireland. sought to

What | wrote was obviously written by iously, from the vulgar spirit that has porgade I?o alists that Britain integnded
a Republican—somebody who was adriven Ulster in the past century and al y

; to ditch the Six Counties and they had
product of the Re_pubhcan cuIt.ure of the half, and they were lost souls. A.T.Q. patter begin to make their own arr)r:mge—
Munster countryside, but who in accord- stewart was one of them. | have known anis for an Ulster State. With the backing

ance with the spirit of that culture felt others. ;
there was nothing he could not do if he had _ oo W.rk‘)'.tlghallg there seimedl_todbe slome
amind to do it. An Craoibhin Aoibhinn Dudgeon says that it was significant POSsIbility of a serious Loyalist develop-

a Protestant gentleman, imbibed the spiritthat the 'Two Nations Theory' became ment on those lines. The possibility of
ofthat culture from the Connacht peasants:POPular with young Catholic and Protest- Ulster Protestants becoming Irish nation-
"Ni raibh rud ar bith so domhan nach ant radicals, but remained a theory: alists was, as ever, nil.) _
dearfhein mar ba mhaith liom &J. So | "The Ulster Protestants had the poten- Whatmightthe Northern Catholics have
wrote an impartial, objective account of  tial to be a separate Irish nation, it was done if they had discarded ‘one nation
the situation—but one in which the lang-  &rgued, but had not chosen so to becomegertainties ? What else was there for them
They remained British. The Provisionals to be than Anti-Partitionists? That was
* There wasn't anything in the world that | thus failed to prosper to the degree theysomething Ulster Unionists never grasped
couldn't do if | liked. might have. The pity is that re-assessment—not even Dudgeon, apparently, for all

The 'Two Nations Theory' remained a
theory!!!!

The Provos destroyed the Northern
eland system in 1972. They established
at least consultative rights for the Dublin
Governmentin Northern Ireland affairsin




that he hung around Athol St. for many  Atacritical point McCartney organised time as they regarded BICO as crudely
years. a big meeting in Ulster Hall and made a dogmatic because it did not follow the
speech which put off a number of Catholics most recent fashion in Marxism-Leninism,
So there are two nations. So what! who had come along to see for themselvesnvented by Louis Althusser. | had no
That was a reasonable question. In thethat there really was a new departure intime either for Althusser or for the
first instance | hoped that Dublin would which they might take part. This was the 'nuancing’ of a stark situation.
take on board the fact of actual nationalfirst speech he made in that context that Lord Bew and Professor Patterson then
division, discard the sovereignty claim, was notwritten for him, atleastin outline, tried to recruit a group of academics in
and begin a process@pprochemenon by David Morrison or myself. A mild order to do 'entryism' in Athol Street. It
different terms. Lynch rejected that criticism of it was made inNorkers' was a strange idea. Nothing came of it.
proposal on the instant, supported by FineWeekly. McCartney was indignant. He They kept their distance and joined the
Gael and Labour, and continued to stir upwas not going to be dictated to by BICO. Stickies instead. Which was certainly a
Anti-Partition sentiment on the ground of He had asserted his freedom. David andbetter career move.
"one nation certainties'while deploring  myselfresignedfromthe CEC. McCartney
violence of course. | then proposed thatdenounced us both at a CEC members' Dudgeon played an active part in the
the North should be properly governed meeting as agents of a sinister organisationdestruction of both the CEC and the CLR.
within the democracy of the State that He asked why had had not been asked t@By destruction | mean reduction to a
held it. join that organisation. It was because heUnionist Family context, which was
The twenty years | spent on the effort to was free and incorruptible. BICO, Athol achieved through separation from BICO.
do that were not entirely wasted. ThanksStreet, (whichever), then decided that (In the case of the CLR Hoey, assisted by
mainly to David Morrison, that issue people who belonged both to it and the Dudgeon, did this by informal personal
became the main discussion point onCEC would have to leave one or the other.appeals to Protestants, and siphoned most
Northern radio for about two years (1986- That left the CEC entirely free of sinister of them off, but misjudged some. She set
8) and a political agitation was got up in Athol St. influence. It promptly wentinto up in its place a merely Unionist body,
support of it that angered John Hume, andrapid decline and within months was a which was lavishly funded and soon
Dick Spring (Irish Labour). It failed ghost of itself. collapsed. Itwas called Democracy Now!)
because Protestant Ulster would not have | drew up a response to McCartney's | understand that Dudgeon was for a
it. But, in the course of failing, it estab- denunciation and sent it to the CEC time a paid worker in the Robert Mc
lished that Ulster wasot British. So it Executive, suggesting that it be circulated Cartney United Kingdom Unionist Party.
was not time wasted. it to the membership and saying that | | don't know what happened there. | took
The Six Counties were excluded from would publish it if it wasn't. And | asked no interest in those who retreated to the
the political life of the British State, when for a private meeting with a couple of Unionist Family from the attempt to
the British State set them up as Northernofficers of the CEC to answer to them democratise within the British State. They
Ireland in 1921. The Ulster Unionists did McCartney's question of why he had not opted de factofor communal attrition.
not like being separated from Britain by beeninvited to join BICO. Because ofthe And | accepted around 1991 that com-
their own little Home Rule set-up, but the rapid collapse of the CEC | didn't bother munal attrition was all that was possible in
British Unionists persuaded them to publishing the document. But maybe its the North, while seeing that Sinn Fein was
operate a system that they knew was badtime has come. the only party that stood for something
lest something worse was done to them by beyond that.
Britain. And then they were excluded Some years before this, in the early And now Dudgeon, as a Protestant
from British political life. We established seventies, BICO had setup an organisatiorethnicist, follows Gerry Adams into the
seventy years later that they had becometalled theWorkers' Association For The politics of the Republic. My attempt at
addicted to their own wee system—evenSettlement Of The National Conflict In British democratisation failed. Republican
though they had lost it in 1972—and that Ireland to agitate on the Two Nations tenacity is working.
they had become incapable of British view. It was free to take on a life of its ~ What political baggage is he taking
politics. own, if it was able to. We hoped that it Southwith him? A denial of the relevance
When twenty years of effort began to was. Dudgeon complained that the realof fact to belief, as advocated by ex-
achieve a noticeable degree of successpower was in BICO, not in the WA. The Senator Harris, who denounced me as an
and to infringe on the comfort zone of only real power was the power of thought. Imperialist/Orange stooge before becom-
Protestant communalism, the Unionist Athol Streethad a printing machine which ing adviser to diehard communal Union-
community exerted itself to crush it. The printed a magazine for the WA without ism. Dudgeon says that the IRA must
breaking up of the Campaign for Labour taking any part in the editing. But, since have done the Dunmanway killings and
Representation and the Campaign forDudgeon complained about not being in the Northern Bank robbery, though there
Equal Citizenship had nothing to do with BICO—which he had never asked to is not a shred of evidence that they did
nationalist opposition. Ithad to do entirely join—itwas putto himthathe should join. either, because—well, just because they
with Unionist opposition, especially by He refused, onthe grounds that he was notnust. And the last time | spoke to Lord
Unionists who had taken it up as a brighta Stalinist. It was put to him that Athol Bew he said he had no problem believing
idea but were disturbed by the prospect ofStreet was full of people who were not that the IRA switched off the cameras at
its realisation. Whether the disturbance Stalinists, including actual Tories; and Castlereagh high-security barracks,
was induced by communal pressure orthathe would be free to demolish whateverwalked in, went straight to the files they
arose spontaneously within each indivi- he could find in the way of Stalinism, But wanted, and walked out again, in broad
dual, | do not know. he still refused. daylight, without leaving a trace. Well,
The WA magazine was conducted by there are believers everywhere, but |
The CLR was wrecked by Kate Hoey | ord-to-be Bew and Professor-to-be incline to_vvards the_ attitude of Doubting
MP, its President and its most eminentpatterson. They complained at a WA T1homas in such things.

supporter in Britain, and by Alan Johnson, meeting that the BICO position was not  Regarding what Sean Twomey said in
subs_equently a Home Secretary andsyfficiently"nuanced"” They werefreeto 1971: somebody is feeding Dudgeon tit-
Foreign Secretary. The CEC was wrecked'nuance' it to their heart's desire in thebits. And it's easy to guess who. Much
by Robert McCartney, its President, magazine. But they didn't. They wanted more influential people than Sean Twomey
actively assisted by Jeffrey Dudgeon.  BICO to 'nuance' it for them—at the same said things like that in 1971. | know. |
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went around the Republic disputing the public during a Butler Conference i
matter, when Dudgeon's nominator for Kilkenny. | went along to it with Pa
the Senate denounced me for it.

Dunmanway in 1921 (and it is the only part of the British State. His father w

evidence he adduces), itis absurd. It wasButler's neighbour, and was as industriqu
not 1921, but 1922. And, if the past is a and forward-looking afarmer as one coyld
different country, then so was 1921 in wish, but had never seen the inside of heP
It reminded me of the
body in the area which might have donethreshing in Stakehill over forty yeais

1922. And in 1922 therwas another Butler House.
the killings, and done them without leaving earlier.
a trace within Republicanism in the form  The spirit of Ascendancy long outlive
of accusations when the three-way splitthe fall of landlordism.
among Republicans over accepting the Canon Sheehan appealed to the for
‘Treaty' was manipulated into 'Civil War' |andlords to play the part of Protest
by Britain a few months later, when no country gentlemen to the peasantry. T
holds were barred. Why did none of theserefused. From what | know of the Nor
rival forces amongst Republicans not point Cork peasantry—and | know somethi
the finger at one another as the ‘guilty about them because they produced
party'? o and | lived as one of them into my twenti
Then the decline in the Protestant | would say that, if the Protestants h
population since 1911 is adduced asrespondedto Canon Sheehan's appeal
evidence. | apologise for harping on facts peasants would have appreciated it v
to adisbelieverinthem, butitwas the cas€much, and would have eased them into
that the Protestant population, with few part.
exceptions, lived a life apart from the ~ Going by my own experience, and |
people. Its status was undermined by thewhat | have found out, | have to say thg
1903 Land Act. The movement which do not think it can be said that tH
brought about the Land Act, thereby protestantswere excluded in any meani

Muldowney, who had been very active |n
As evidence thatitwas the IRA that did the attempt to democratise the North |as

Fintan O'Toole Reflects

Fintan O'Toole, the bright boy from the
bottom who is paid a vast sum by the top
s people to be an angry guru for the native elite,
shas been railing against the corruption of the
|¢ hative system for as long as anyone can remem
er. The meaning of 'corruption’ to thish
Timeswas anything that fell short of com-

pletely individualistic meritocracy—a thing

that cannot existand isimpossible to measure.

On April 11th he turned his anger on the

victims of the crisis of Finance Capitalism.
e/l he victims are not the ‘poor'—"they are used
nt to having their dignity insulted"they expect
eynothing else and therefore they are socially inert.
h  The victims are the middle classes who
g expected better and should be enraged wher
mehings got worse for them. Théghould be
bs out on the streets”, but they aren't—

Ad "the thwarted generation has so far kept its
the rage and despair firmly behind the front doors
ery  of its massively overpriced houses"

he
But who should the thwarted generation be

out on the streets raging against? The scape
i | 9oat has been slain. The Fianna Fail demon
e has been put away. Who is there for the
hglhwarted generation to rage against, unless it

knocking down the supports ofthe Ascen- fyl sense. As a body they refused to play JUSt bays at the moon, except itself? Whose

dancy stratum, appealed to the Protestantghe individuals who played got on vefy
—who clearly could no longer live as they well. (There was nota possible counterpart®

had lived for two centuries—to engage of that for Catholics in the North.)
with the life of the people. Forthat purpose

businesswasiit, in such athorough democracy
bri@s Ireland has, to see that the State was rur
well? Not the poor'most of those who suffer
poverty are ground down by it"And what

itbroke with Redmond’s Home Rule Party,  \when | went North | tried to get t

else was there but the middle class?
O'Toole's article is an inarticulate plea for

become the organising agent, and appealedpoofed against my own side on the basigt ruling class. But we can't have one. We
to the Protestants to join them in a few of gscertainable fact. Dudgeon is goig Never had one. The English ruling class that
departure. Itfoughtthe 1910 Elections on gqth as an ethnicist Know-Nothing who we had for centuries was not part of the

the issue of Redmondite sectarianism andayes up Gerard Murphy when evén society—any more than its remnant, ttigh
took all but one of the Cork seats. But the professor Fitzpatrick, his ultimate inspirdr, Times is now. In England itself the ruling

Protestants on the whole did not respond gisowns him. (Anc proposFitzpatrick:
In my area the campaign against| fing that he is the younger brother
Redmondite sectarianism was particularly gpeila Fitzpatrick, an Australian acade
vehement and successful. The RE‘dmO”dSpecialising in the Soviet Union, wh
ites d_|d not even contest the s_econd 191Qegalised that the reality of things could
Election there. I know of no evidence that g g9 depicted in Cold War ideolog

twelve years later they were rapid anti- And, when he was embarking on

support of many Protestants in his area,qo in for a big subject where the compg

and when he saidloyalist he was not jtion was tough. Ireland would suit him
understood to meaRrotestant. And,

thirty years after 1922, | was out of joint _ Finally. | notice that Dudgeon blamg
onthe score of religion with the community the failure of the CLR ofthe CPNI's iron

class, which ruled for centuries, engineered a
_f deferential democratic successor to itself, and
ICit still exerts a degree of influence. But we
have nobody to supervise us—except the
mysteriously-financed, mischief-making.
n Irish Times
So we must cope as best we can with
L\t ourselves alone, without rulers, with ignorant
) plutocrats, and without those restrictive,

corrupting, obscurantist traditions that we
S discarded a generation ago.

t

) The free middle class—how was it not

where | lived and would have been happydrip on the unions™ We had broken thg
to carp. All I recall was indifference in the "irongrip” ofthe Communist Party (whic

matter of an attitude towards Protestantswas suffering from the end of the C
And it was my own attitude. The local Warand the break-up ofthe Soviet Unio

Protestant presence was small, and wishe@nd the CLR pressure on the Labour Party

was increasing fast, when Kate Ho
decided to break up the CLR on a sectar
| saw the fall of the last Protestant Big Pasis and take the Protestants aplede-
House in my part of Slieve Luacra. Itwas Sa¢ Haswould-be Senator Dudgeonrea
bought by a peasant. All the locals helpedforgotten the parts he played in that ang
with the first threshing, in order to be the RMcUKUP?
amazed by the relics of Ascendancy life-  Oh, bother those facts! .
style kept up in it until the end. It then Brendan Clifford

to keep to itself. It was off putting.

free?—failed in what was supposed to be its

oId historic function. And its angry guru is left

), baying for the moon.
rty Or is for De Valera's Ireland that he is
by baying? The Ireland he was active in wiping
arput?
He is now unhappy abotthe rise of neo-
lly liberalism" and wonders whether he is not a
inridiculous person. Atleast he say¥ou have
to wonder whether the 1960s and its culture of
protest were entirely ridiculous".
And he begins to see merit in consensus
and collective action, i.e., in curbing the

became a farm-house. Available from Athol Books:
About ten years ago Hubert Butler'$ Against Ulster Nationalism. €10, £7.

individualist will in social affairs. Work that
out, and what you get is what he was railing

little Ascendancy house was opened to theThe Economics Of Partition. €10, £7.

against as corruption only the other day.




On my visitto Israel in the 1970s | was
to have this discussion again. In Jerusalem

A Question Of Jewish |dentity Iwas in arestaurantwhich had the religious

code that meat and milk can't mix. You

. . . had your main meal in one section of the

| found the articleThe Jewish Anti- 'How many?' . .
Fascist Committee, Some Contérish ‘It's full up’, said a Soviet Government re_staurant and if you ordered coffee Wlth
Political ReviewApril 2011) going some official. milk then you moved to the other section.

way in opening up the question: why did  Early Zionists had thought of the British B:rselldi t?rgsvcglsllegﬁfag;snit:(iann;?/zr:grss
the Soviet Union back the establishment colony of Uganda as a homeland. Thegnd grders ameal and also orders a coffee
of a Jewish homeland on what was Pales-Soviet Government would have been_ . . .

- L ; . . with milk which he wants to put on the
tinian land, resulting in murderous ethnic aware of this. So why did they agree tosame trav. He is told by the staff he can't
cleansing on amassive scale. Are the JewdPalestine being yet another homeland for Y. y

arace or are they only called Jews becausghe Jews? dothis. There is an argument which draws
L yony ' the attention of two orthodox Jews. They
of their faith Judaism?

It wasn't an issue in the Communist . Th_e Soviets_, during WW?2 topped the promptly push_him out of the r_estaura_nt.
Party of Northern Ireland (CPNI) because Ils_tyvlth athe biggestdeath-rollofupto 25 He is a Y_orkshlre man and he is shouting
we were isolated from the small Jewish million, so, would they be all that con- that he is a Jew as much as they e_md
community of mostly small business men pgrned about an_other‘s people's loss eveprotests that these two profesfsmrjal re_llg—
and women whom we tended to think of as ifit was substantial? (G_erman losses wergous men should get a prope_rjob like him.
a foreign element who voted Unionist to e_ventually top.JeW|sh losses") If theHe managed to hold on to his t_ray and sat
The only Jew | had ever met asateenaderSOV'ets’and F\_’ussmtoday,_pu.toutas mucUov_vn on the pavement _out5|de. | was
was a joiner in the Belfast shipyards. He PR about their dead as lemsm I expecturious er_logghto talk to him even though
was said to have been an instructé)r ofthey could_have blackmgned the.entlrehe was ;tlll in a temper. _
unarmed combat in the RUC. before world emotionally, especially Britain. He_sald he ha_d no rel|g|_on,_even backin
returning to his trade. His bac'kground Ip a number of the CP branches we hadsheffield. He said no onein his garage_had
was Yugoslavian beiﬁg 2 deaf-mute he th;h qews whc_> had been taken to areasny as we_II. I began to wonde_r |fJud_a|sm
was difficult to ge,t t0 know in Siberia for their own safety as the Namswz_as a maml_y r_mddle-class faith . | didn't

The situation was ver)./ different in rampaged through Poland. These Poleshlnk the bglldlng wo_rkers and the others

. were grateful to the Soviet Union for their doing working-class jobs had much time
England. The Soviet act brought the ival. They spoke of working in the for religion. It's doubtful they approved of
Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB) survival. y sP g gion. : y app .
andthe Young Communist League (YCL) forgsts_, and flshmg on th(_a Ia!<es and ofthe_ quite S|_zable section of the population
unknowingly into the Zionist sphere. If thelrfrlendsh|pswnh t_he Siberian people.being fuII—tlme.relllglousto such an extent
we thought aboutit at all, we would nai\}ely Many went on to join t_h_e Red Army. thatmany:_jlrellvmg on Governmentbene-
conclude the Soviets ’being the first to Oth(_ars pr_eferred thg Brltl_sh Army. The fits to survive.
liberate the death ca{mps would make Sqwets didn't stand in their way and saw | have read S_hlomo Sand]_’she Inven-
sure the Jews had a hom’eland with theto it they got safe passage by way of Iran;lon of the Jewish Peoplevhich delvgs_,
ability to defend themselves. Of course Then there were those Ieft-v_vlng Jewsinto the enormous amountofproselyus!ng
we forget that the Jews alréady had awho had been in the RA_F during WW2 that wenton all over Europe forcentunes
homeland in the shape of Birobidjan, the and had gone on .to fl_y aircraft, suppI_|ed up until the founding of Israel in 1948. My
Jewish Autonomou®blast (region) i’n by Czechoslovakia, in the 1948 drive own personal look at Israel made me see a
: . . against the Palestinians and their AralbminiUnited States, multi-racial, excluding
the Soviet Far East. The size of Switzer- _*~. . . -
land. and on the Chinese border. it was _ne|ghbours. So we had these.d|scuss!on§alestln|ans. . )
first ;:onceived as an idea in 1928’ by the mthe CP branphes and on social occasions Yoq gointo aGerman—ngsh café and
Bolshevik Government. It still exists and dgrmg the mid 1950s. Th_ey.were ogrthey snatankar(_j of beer in front of.you
is expanding with tWenty—five new friends ar_1d somg_ofus married into Jewshalmgst aut(.)matllcallly. In an Austr_lan-
Yiddish-speaking schools built. They communist families. _ . JeW|§h patisserie it had to the finest
made a film about their region i'n 2002 The Jews made dynamic Ieft-wmgersAustpan cakes. French Jews I_ook Fren_ch.
with the title:L'Chayim, Comrade Stalin and they were glyvays prepared to go thabublin Jews, some | met, were just Dublin-
It was open. and is sti’II open, to any Jew extra mile in m|I|taqcy. The only match ers. But, vyhen pughed,thgyyvere Jews-as-
from around the world to settie i Those the.y hgd were the Irish and Scottish Tradea-race, with or without religion. Qne of
whowentthere during the 1930s obviously inon!sts in the CP. We saw the Jev_vs ashe problems Israel had was the influx of
survived Nazism. Birobidjan is under living in England bqt not being Engllsh. Jewswhen Commumsmwgsdeclared _nuII
continual attacktoaayfromZionistpropa— We saw them as being friends ofthglnshanq void by Gorbachev in the Soviet
ganda, who say it was first conceived as aar?d Ireland. There was no doubt in ourUnion. Mogt of thgs_,e Soviet Jews had
Soviet’gulag A number of rabbis from minds t_hattheywerearace. Ifyou tho_ughtnever practised religion yet they declared
. . otherwise you were corrected immediate-themselves to be Jews.
Israel are now resident there and claim toI . .
. . i y. A Jewish CP member once introduced
have started a religious revival, with a

reater emphasis on the teaching of "¢ to a friend of his sayinglew meets
aebrew P N9 O rishman: My reply was:'Should it not

Back in the 1920s during negotiations beAJs;Aslch:itcs)nC?(t)TIzl\l/:/:Zd in which | stopped. A more harsh version of Zionism
forthe establishment of a Jewish homelandadmitted to being an atheist. They SaidbecameovertintheCPGB.This movement
one of the Jewish leaders asked for thethey also were atheistdf an Irishman Was led by the late Dr Max Joffe, a
Crimea. He was told there were people can be an atheist then why can't a Jew b@Sychiatrist and very active member of

there. His answer: one as well?' the Party. He had fled South Africa where
29

Getting back to 1950s London and their
membership of the CPGB and the YCL:
Sometime in the late 1950s the kissing
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he had been involved in the anti-apartheidmember, | was trusted by the American German fighter. Actors in the British film

movement. He had also been a member oéxiles to do work in their homes. | got to industry usually kept their Jewish identity
the South African Communist Party. He know them all. None of them ever visited hidden from the general public. Howard
mainly lectured at the YCL branches Israel. They stuck to their Communist was very successful in covering up to be
around Golders Green, Swiss Cottage,ideas until they died. They were forever the quintessential Englishman. His true
Hendon and Finchley which had a majority grateful to the Soviet Union. At a couple identity was still being discussed many

of young Jews. of their funerals it was a left-wing affair years later at social gathering of Jews.
For whatever reason | don't know | without religion. There was a certain pride in Jews knowing
began reading th#ewish Chronicleln it Inthe meantime, within the CPGB, the that some successful people were of their

was an article on anti-Semitism. It was Trade Unionists continued to organise in group. Thisis in spite of the blatant Zionist
quite extreme in its message that, if youfactories and building sites. | don't think propaganda that Jews are already special.
weren't Jewish, you were bound to be anti-the Industrial Section of the Party were | found that quite a few Jews in everyday
Semitic. It couldn't be helped, that's how aware of what the intellectual side of the life feel insecure. The discussion then
you were born. Maybe it was genetic or Party was doing to their movement. The turned to the then Catholic Archbishop of
maybe it had something to do with Western CP just didn't know how to deal with the Paris. In my eyes he had once been a Jew
culture over the centuries. Zionists. Mostly they did nothing, for who had converted to Catholicism. But
It seemed that the unfortunate Rosen-they didn't want to drive out these mostly most secular Jews were seeing a Jew who
bergs were not only sent to the chair for middle-class elements who would have had managed to become the Catholic
supposedly supplying atomic secrets toaccused them of anti-Semitism. Anyway, Archbishop of Paris, and remain a Jew.
the Soviet Union but they were also athe revolutionary path had disappearedThis was Jean-Marie Lustiger.
human sacrifice the anti-Semites demand-and the whole terminology of the CP was
ed each generation. watered down. The days of discussingthe He was made a Cardinal in 1983 by
Articles of this nature appeared fre- Dictatorship of the Proletariat were long Pope John Paul. His mother died in
guently in theJewish Chroniclenritten  gone. The young slick Party Zionists were Auschwitz-Birkenau. On a visit to Poland
by a'Dr. Millar'. One week his photograph also gone, leaving to join outright Zionist he described himself on Polish TV as a
appeared. It was Dr Max Joffe. The next organisations and to sign up for military priest, a Christian, and a Jew. He reminded
time ata meeting of my Party branch I told duty in Israel. his audience that as well as three million
him | had read his articles in the JC. He o Jews dying in Poland there were also three
said’YOU reading the Jewish Chronicle!” _ Are the Jews a race or a religion? The yjjion Catholics dead in Poland, some-
and walked away. | sure got a dose of hisJ€WS; like the Irish, like to find out which i the polish authorities had been asking
sudden middle-class snobbery and disdainProminent people are Jewish, or Irish. y,o 7ignist organisation to acknowledge

informed the EC of the Party about One actor, Leslie Howard, known for his ¢4 years. Obviously a lot more discussion
% role in the flmGone With The Winavas is required on this subject.

what | had learnt. But alarm bells were killed during WW?2 when his p|ane was Wilson John Haire

already ringing there. | was asked to shot down over the Bay of Biscay by a .
transfer to a branch of the CP which had a 10th of April, 2011

majority of Jewish members. From thefe
| was able to attend some YCL meetinpgs
in the same area. Israel was the madin
discussion. They were no longer branches . .
that had anything to do with Communisr. Bolshevism From Larkin To LOZOVSky
One branch had decided that the Irish
were all fascist and they were arranging|to
leaflet Camden Town, anlrish areaattiiat  Inthe July 2010 issue bfsh Political  himself in the Profintern—the Red Inter-
time, in order to bring themto their sensgs.Review described the British Intelligence national of Labour Unions.
All the EC could do was close some pf campaign of character assassination In Part One | have already cited the
these branches down. against the outstanding union leader Jackranscript of that 1952 trial of the Jewish
The Jews | was now meeting at Pafty James Larkin Jones—launched in theAnt-Fascist Committee (JAC), and the
meetings were hostile, anti-Irish and suUp-immediate aftermath of his death in April introduction by its Editor, Joshua Rubin-
porters of the then existing British Empirg. 2009—as a case of the 1920 New York stein, to its 2005 abridged edition. In that
The cheery, generous, working-class Jawsrial of Big Jim Larkin being repeated in introduction, which had been previously
had disappeared to be replaced by stermistory as farce. This was indeed the mostpublished inThe New Republion 25th
young middle-class men with briefcasgs. appropriate categorisation, because—bothAugust 1997, Rubinstein highlighted the
Amazingly Dr Max Joffe continued hi$ immediately and later comprehensively— key role played by Lozovsky:
Zionist work, unhindered, in the CPGB, itproved so easytorefutethe MiISslanders  »once the trial got underway, the
and continued to write his obnoxioys againstJack Jones. But!further mentioned indictment and Fefer's testimony were
articles for thedC. He couldn'tropeinall that there were a number of other candi- demolished by several defendants, in
Communist Jews to his programme thoughdates for regarding Larkin's New York  particularby Solomon Lozovsky. Lozov-
he also moved in the circles of exildd trial as having been also repeated in history Sk, t00, had signed a confession after
American Communists like Bernarfl astragedy. Foremostamong them was the eight nights of non-stop interrogation.
Vorhaus, a former Hollywood Directof 1952 Moscow trial and execution of - he explained to the court, he under-
! N P ) stood itwas hopelessto resistand decided
and Producer. Nor was he able to bringlinSolomon Lozovsky—a man little known 5 wait until his trial when he hoped to
Larry Adler, the musician, nor afew Jewigh to Irish audiences, if atall, beyond the fact  speak his mind to a broad public audience
American actors. | was a self-employed that during the 1920s he had been the or at least to party leaders. In this he was
carpenter at the time and, being a CP¢Bprincipal protagonist of Big Jim Larkin disappointed, for Lozovsky's only

Part 2



listeners were three judges, his fellow

Lenin's words of expulsion in January

defendants, and a stenographer. L0zov-1918 had, indeed, been particularly harsh:

sky's testimony lasted for six days and
was the emotional high point of the trial.
His words deserve to be remembered,
especially his opening statement.”

Lozovsky had proclaimed:

"As you know, my family name is
Dridzo. This name cannot be translated
into any language. When we asked our
father what it meant he told us that,
according to a story passed down from
father to son, a distant ancestor of ours
was among the 800,000 Jews who fled

"that membership of the Party by a
person who holds an important post in

Later | realised that | had been mistaken.
I was expelled from the party for my
errors in December 1917."

The Presiding Officer interrupted to

the trade union movement and is hoint out that during the investigation

debauching that movement with shoddy
bourgeois ideas, not only compromises
the Party and demoralises all organisatio-
nalwork among the proletariat, but causes
enormous practical harm to the urgent
task of organizing socialist production
by the trade unions; that joint work in the
ranks of a single Party is impossible with
a person who does not understand the

necessity for the dictatorship of the

from Spain in 1492 when the chief :
proletariat.”

inquisitor, Tomas de Torquemada, issued
adecree compelling Jews eithertoconvert  pyring World War Two Lozovsky

to Catholicism or leave the country within became Vice-Chairman of Sovinform-
two months. I became Lozovsky in 1905 buro, tasked with handling all information

atthe Bolshevik Congress in Tammerfors . : -
(Finland), where | met Comrade Lenin from the Soviet battlefronts for dissemin-

and also Comrade Stalin for the first ation to the foreign press. In 1941, upon
time. My father was a Hebrew teacher. being told of foreign news reports that
He knew the Talmud; he knew Hebrew German soldiers could see Moscow with
very well and wrote poetry in ancient thejr binoculars, Lozovsky famously
Hebrew. My mother was illiterate. My retoteq that'the Germans would un-

father taught Hebrew grammar, prayers, !
and Russian grammar. The fact that adoubtedly see Moscow, but as prisoners

Hebrew teacher taught his son the RussiarPf War". In actual fact, Lozovsky and Nazi
language shows he was not a fanatic. IPropaganda chief Joseph Goebbels were
was religious until the age of about constantly monitoring each other's state-
thirteen." ments. Goebbels repeatedly made note of
Lozovsky in his wartime diaries. At the
"L . height of the German offensive on Moscow
ozovsky, in other words, after three .
and a half years of complete isolation, I October 1941, Goebbels remarked how
subjected to brutal threats and interrog- "the Jew Solomon Lozovsky exerts every
ation, preserved his dignity and had the conceivable effort, to save psychologically,
presence of mind to compare this Sovietthat which, on the whole, is not to be

Rubinstein observed that:

military tribunal to the Spanish Inquisition ggved"

and make clear that his judges were no
better than Torquemada”.

Rubinstein continued:

Here is but a small flavour of some of

Lozovsky's own testimony from the 436

"Lozovsky then proceeded to take apart page abridged transcript Of the trial itself:

the indictment as no defendantin a Soviet
political case had ever done before. Could
the JAC hand over the Crimea to Ameri-
canimperialism? Lozovsky reminded the
judges that in 1945 'Roosevelt flew into
the Crimea [for the Yalta conference]
with a large group of spies in numerous
airplanes. He did not come here to see
either Fefer or Mikhoels, or to worry
about settling Jews in the Crimea, but for
far more serious matters... What could
Hofshtein, Ostrovskaya, or Zuskin... pass
along to him?" As for charges of espion-
age, Lozovsky made clear that copies of
all correspondence were saved by the
committee. 'What kinds of spies make
copies of their dealings?' he asked the
judges."

Rubinstein provided a further character

reference:

"Lozovsky was not afraid to speak his
mind. He was actually expelled from the
party twice, in 1914 and then again in
1918-1919 on Lenin's personal orders
for saying that the dictatorship of the
proletariat was a foolish idea. Lenin,
however, soon regained confidence in
him."

"I plead guilty to nothing. Allow me to
explain in detail... | turned 74 years of
age at the end of March. This is not a
mitigating circumstance, but rather an
aggravating one. That is item number
one. The second aggravating circum-
stance is that in politics allowances must
not be made on account of age, contrary
to what Bergelson believes... "

"On November 14, 1917, the Decree

Lozovsky had testified as follows:

"In December 1917 | was expelled
from the Russian Communist Party for
the second time because of my opposition
to party policy during the October
Revolution and on trade union issues.
Zinoviev announced the decision to expel
me from the party, adding, as he read out
the resolution,Promise that you will
renounce your views as | have done, and
you can continue to carry out the same
line as you did before, and the party will
retain you.' ..."

Lozovsky: "Absolutely correct. Zino-
viev really did say this to me, but his
advice was monstrous to me. | didn't
understand how a person could stay in
the party and continue working under-
ground against it. | said that | would not
do that. | believe that what it says in the
indictment about my expulsion from the
party for double-dealing is wrong both
politically and legally. What does double-
dealing mean? It means to remain a party
member and conduct subversive under-
ground activity against the party. Butif a
person speaks out openly, can you really
say that he has been removed for double-
dealing? There is a difference between
being removed for double-dealing and
being removed for wrong behaviour, for
openly stating one's opposition to the
party line. So this language has nothing
to dowith me. | have never been a double-
dealer. In January 1918 the First Trade
Union Congress was convened, and as
the secretary of the Central Council of
Soviet Trade Unions, | announced the
start of the Congress... In my talk about
the tasks facing the labour unions, I
proposed the notion ofindependent trade
unions, which was a political error and
could notwithstand the slightest criticism,
but this was my point of view. Is this
really double-dealing if | said in print
myself that | talked about this and if the
party knew about it?"

Turning to the principal charges against

on Workers' Control was published with Nim, Lozovsky pointed out:

our amendments. As executive secretary
of the Central Council of Soviet Trade
Unions, | started preparing for the first
All-Russian Congress of Trade Unions.
And here | had serious differences with
the party line about bringing the trade
unions under the control of the state.
Comrade Lenin felt that the trade unions
were very important as a link in the
system of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, as a school of Communism. At the
time, | feared that the trade unions would
be turned into a department or ministry of
labour and would lose the opportunity to
choose their leaders and build their
organization from the bottom up, so |
opposed state control of the trade unions.

"Do you know what the situation was
atthattime (June 1941)? The secretary of
the Central Committee would give me
instructions to put together a radio
broadcast immediately in Yiddish for
propagandain America. We had to arouse
millions of people against the Hitlerites
because of their brutality. And here you're
saying that there was a nationalistic rally,
and Lozovsky did it all. It's like some
kind of fairy tale—there was no Central
Committee, no government, just Lozo-
vsky and a couple of Jews who did
everything. It's astonishing. | organised a
rally according to party directives. Every
speaker received instruction from the
Central Committee. | read every speech,
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as did (party leaders) Alexandrov and
Shcherbakov. Is it really possible to
imagine that the radio committee, which
was not subordinate to me, would
broadcast appeals and speeches on the air
without Central Committee approval? So
the rally took place. Tell me, is the writer
Ehrenburg a subordinate of mine? Do
they speak according to my instructions?
Recall the list of speakers. Ehrenburg
says that his mother's name is Hannah,
throwing that in the fascists' faces. And
suddenly someone says that this means a
returnto being Jewish. My mother's name
was Hannah, too. Am | supposed to be
ashamed of that? What kind of strange
psychology is this? Why is this considered
nationalism? Our task was to show the
whole world that we were robust and
confident in battle. In September 1941
that response made its way around the
world. | laughed at Goebbels, and this
went round the world in hundreds of
millions of copies thanks to the capitalist
newspapers. Goebbels wrote that when
he reached Moscow, he would skin me
alive... "

"In the testimony that | signed (I will
explain later why | signed it), it says that
| knew about Lina Shtern's bourgeois
views. That's not true. | slandered her,
and | would like to take the opportunity
here to apologise to her. | cannot look her
in the eye because of the slander, which
was coerced out of me. | didn't know her
atall. | knew that there was such a person
as Academician Lina Shtern, but | didn't
know her personally... "

"I haven't read Yiddish in sixty years.
Can | really bear responsibility for the
fact that a newspaper that came out under
the direct control of the Department of
Agitation and Propaganda of the Central
Committee printed nationalistic articles?
| am stating here nothing that was written
in Eynikaythad anything to do with me
directly or indirectly. When | was told
thatthey needed a Yiddish writer, | would
help them, and that was it. To write for a
Yiddish newspaper, a writer had to write
in Yiddish. Butwhen Bergelson suddenly
says that if someone writes in Yiddish,
that is nationalism; that means that what
is on trial here is the Yiddish language.
This is beyond my capacity to grasp.
Write in the language of the Negroes if
that's whatyou want. That's your business.
The point is not what language someone
writes in, but how they write. There are
times when national feelings shift to
nationalistic feelings, and a communist
ought to know that... "

"I cannot say who was involved in
drafting the letter about the Crimea. |
know that three people came to see me
about it: Mikhoels, Epshteyn, and Fefer.
| told them at the time that this matter
looked very difficult to me from the
practical standpoint because Jews were
all urbanites, and the Crimea had to be
settled in two to three years, which could
mean transferring entire collective farms
there. It would take fifty to sixty years to
settle Jews in the Crimea, which would

not do the Soviet Union any good. But
because | had no objection in principle to
settling Jews in the Crimea or elsewhere,
| looked at their draft, and all | said was,
'Why do you write about the sufferings of
the Jews? That's well known. Why are
you padding the letter? Cut the poetry
and leave in your arguments about re-
settlement.' Onthe whole, I had my doubts
how this would be carried outin a practical
sense, but | had no political doubts about
it. | saw no nationalism in it, and no plans
against the Soviet Union. Besides, | told
them that they didn't have the right to
write on behalf of the Jewish Anti-Fascist
Committee, because the question raised
wentbeyond the committee's jurisdiction
and its mission. But as Soviet citizens,
they were free to send their proposal to
the Soviet Government on their own
behalf. It says rather naively in the
indictment that 'they demanded of the
Soviet Union that the Crimea be handed
over to the Jews'. This is hard even to
read. In actual fact, what they did was to
apply to the Soviet government, as
advised by Comrade Molotov, with a
proposal that was rejected, based on what
considerations | do not know. | repeat
that | did not see in this any far-reaching
hostile plan or anything like that... "

Presiding Officer: "Defendant Lozovsky
... Both Fefer and Bergelson confirm that
you formed the Anti-Fascist Committee
with nationalistic goals in mind and were
the ideological leader of all the commit-
tee's subsequent anti-Soviet activity."

Lozovsky: "As to Bergelson, | think
thatthe court's awareness and his own are
getting mixed up here, and it is even hard
to understand all that he has said. So, a
person writes in Yiddish that the October
Revolution gave the Jews equal rights!
What is nationalistic about that? As
regards the creation of the committee for
nationalistic purposes, | have to say that
the Slavic committee was created for
Slavic purposes, (etc, etc)... If you look at
the question this way, then everything
that was done was sheer nationalism. |
categorically assert that the statement
that the Jewish Ant-Fascist Committee
was created for nationalistic purposes is
a total fabrication. The committee was
created not by me, but by the Central
Committee of the party. There was not
one committee, but five. In this case |
should be held responsible for the other
committees as well. Why make an
allowance for the other committees? Once
again | assert that the committee was
created in order to rouse people against
fascism. There were slogans that went
like this:'Jews of the world united against
fascism... These slogans came from the
Central Committee of the party... It was
a great slogan for exposing fascist
sympathisers. | assert that Bergelson is
getting things mixed up. | think the court
can see that he is. Fefer's testimony about
how | became concerned ..."

Presiding Officerinterrupts Lozovsky:
"At the beginning he testified that in

1942 he had a conversation with you
about anti-fascist organisations coming
into existence in the United States and
about contacts with rich Jews."

Lozovsky: "I declare all of this to be
poetic fabrication. An organisation came
into being that raised funds for the Soviet
Union. This was a positive event...
Russian Relief raised 93 million dollars
for the USSR. Even Fefer says that | set
the goal: toraise fundsto assistthe USSR.
Not for Jews, not for the Jewish Anti-
Fascist Committee, but for the Red Army
aid fund. What is nationalistic about a
proposal to raise money? Was | delighted?
I don't know. | am not the sort of person
who goes into raptures, and in general, it
is not recommended for a diplomat to go
into raptures. | am a restrained person,
though a passionate orator. And here
every word is being transformed into
evidence of nationalistic, criminal behav-
iour... | have already said that | was
pleased with the fact that in the United
States, thanks to our propaganda cam—
paign, an anti-fascist committee of artists,
writers and scientists and a Jewish com—
mittee, part of the America-wide
organisation Russia Relief, had come
into being. The head of the committee of
artists, writers and scientists was the
world-renowned scientist Einstein. He
was a convinced Zionist, but, like many
academics, he was more engaged in
mathematical problems than in political
ones..."

"It needs to be said that there are
millions of Jews in the United States who
are of Russian origin. The bourgeois
elements among them were well disposed
toward the Soviet Union, not because
they sympathised with communism, but
because the Soviet army was saving
millions of Jews from Hitler, and this
made a tremendous impression on all
Jews. This was why they raised funds to
help Russia, and they raised funds from
absolutely everyone, wherever they could
find them. The bourgeoisie made a
business out of this, but there were
hundreds of thousands of ordinary people
who sympathised with the USSR and
gave help from the depths of their souls.
So the delegates from the Jewish Anti-
Fascist Committee went to see those
people who wanted to do something to
help in the struggle against fascism..."

"The (court's) expert commission drew
conclusions based on the analysis of 122
documents. It is clear that some of there
documents are from (the Soviet Yiddish
newspaperkynikayt which was run by
someone else and they have nothing to do
with me. 40 to 50 articles, at any rate,
went through the Jewish Anti-Fascist
Committee, and some of them were sent
abroad when the Jewish Anti-Fascist
Committee was no longer part of the
Sovinformburo system. Were these
articles nationalistic? Yes, they definitely
were. | have read some excerpts. Their
absurdity would jump out at any Soviet
reader. There are excerpts from Markish's
nationalistic poems and Fefer's works,



and articles that are socialist in form but
nationalistic in content. | answer
politically or criminally for the fact that
the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee let
such nationalistic articles through while
it was part of the Sovinformburo system.
But | state with full responsibility that
these articles were not examined by me.
The question may arise: Why did we
allow through, at Soviet expense, the
articles of Imam Hodzhi, who preached
the struggle against fascism based on the
Koran? But it was necessary, and we did
it..."

"When I read the third volume of Fefer's
‘collected works' {ltzik Fefer's 'accus-
ations' against his co-defendants—
MO'R} I understood what it was all about.
Fefer's testimony touches on about a
hundred people unknown to me and whom
he keeps on slandering, but he says not a
word about himself. In my testimony |
slandered myself and two women. What
| said about these two women was untrue.
I am referring to Lina Shtern and Polina
Zhemchuzhina Molotova {the imprison-
ed Jewish wife of Foreign Minister
Molotov—MO'R}. Fefer clearly slander-
ed a lot of people, and | have information
about this. For example, Marshak asked
to translate Fefer's poem, and in this
statement Marshak is also vilified. Fefer
testified about Ehrenburg, who was never
involved in specifically Jewish matters,
yet Ehrenburg was vilified too. What is
the political significance of all this? | will
be completely candid. There is a very
carefully thought-out criminal intention
here to draw as many people as possible
into the ranks of the accused and then go
out with a bang, to draw in as many
people as possible, so that it leaks out
abroad through the Israeli Embassy or
Mission... | declare that Fefer is doing all
of this in order to launch a campaign
abroad against the Soviet government
through the agency of Israeli Missions
vis-a-vis the closure of the Jewish Anti-
Fascist Committee arigynikayt.That is
the political meaning of all this."

In other words, Lozovsky charged that
Fefer—the one male defendant who had
not been subjected to any form of torture
whatsoever, not even sleep deprivation—
had now graduated from the role of Soviet
secret police informer to that of Zionist
provocateuy on the basis that the more
Soviet Jewish victims the merrier for the
purposes of an lIsraeli anti-Soviet cam-
paign. The Presiding Officer then asked
Lozovsky: "What did you sign the

campaign, and that the Jews want toed as a teenage IRA activist into the
annihilate all of the Russians. This is Communist Party of Ireland by Seén
what Col. Komarov told me. I ask you, - (3ohnny) Nolan, whom some readers will

what sort of language is this? Is this Lo
fitting language for a Soviet person, a recall as the sphinx-like manager of the

Soviet functionary? ... | was completely Party bookshop from its opening in 1942

stunned by Komarov's statement that JewsHntil his death in 1988. My father related

want to wipe out all the Russians. Further to me how in later years Johnny Nolan

on he said that | should confess to all thetold him of his one short-lived defiance of

accusations; otherwise he would hand pmoscow. The first CPI had been founded

mevertois estgairs.. TheyOU 1921 by James Connolsson, Roddy
’ but when Big Jim Larkin returned to

beat me with rubber nightsticks so badly : . .
that | wouldn't be able to sit down. Then !rélandfromhis New Yorkimprisonment,

| said that death would be better than suchh€ showed nothing but disdain for the
torture, to which they answered that they fledgling party, whose dissolution the
would not let me die right away, that | Communist International insisted upon in
would die slowly... Then I decided thatit 1924, Instead, Comintern boss Grigori
would be better for me to say something z; ey threw his weight behind Larkin's
incriminating about myself and sign "Irish Worker" League, as well as placing

everything that they putintherecordand . - . .
then'tell in court how the deputy director him on the International's own Executive,

ofthe investigative division for especially Which led Big Jim to proclaim, with a
important cases, Col. Komarov, was characteristic lack of false modesty, that

conducting the investigation, and what he had beetelected by the working classes
sort of un-Soviet actions he was permit- of 32 countries of the world as one of the

ting. That is why | signed such a record. 55 commissars to rule and govern the
You say that this is inconsistent. Itis very earth”

consistent; | had no other choice... |
wanted to live until the court convened  AS far back as 13th September 1912,

and inform the court about everything... James Connolly had written to William
I had no other way to survive until the O'Brien to complain of Larkin in the
court proceedings except to sign that following terms:"l begin to fear that our

testimony... | had the rightto incriminate friend Jim has arrived at his highest

Tr?/asfgép?:&é tgeilngcfnr?wtir:;t\évgfhé?ggg/le elevation, and that he will pull us all down
I have told you everything, Citizen Judges, with him in his fgll. He does not seem to
and you will of course determine what is Want a democratic Labour movement; he

correct in these accusations and what ares€ems to wanta Larkinite movementonly.’
lies. By the nature of the work | did, by More than a decade later, the latter
the nature of my activities, through my construction still remained Big Jim's
duties at the Central Committee, | was preference. It became increasingly clear
g]O\IL?I’lved' with bourge0|”s cwclgs a”?d_that Larkin had not the slightest intention
geols newspapers all over the wor " of ever allowing the IWL to develop from

Yiddish ones, American ones, English . . -
ones, French ones. Why are you singling® Larkinite fan club into an effective

out the Yiddish newspapers and dea”ng Communist Party. In 1927 a frustrated
with them separately?" Roddy Connolly, aided and abetted by a

Presiding Officer: "Because you are young Johnny Nolan, set up a Revolution-
accused of being a Jewish nationalist andary Workers' Party, but this defiance of
maintaining ties with bourgeois Jewish the Comintern lasted barely two months,

reactionaries and not American or British
ones. You were involved in hiring non- before the RWP also knuckled under and

party staffers at the Sovinformburo. Tell dissolved itself.
us what percentage of them were Jews Nolan was to relate to my father the
and whattheir ratiowas to the total number 'dialogue’ that had taken place in Moscow
of employees.” between Connolly and Lozovsky, and
Lozovsky: "I did not do that kind of \yhjle | did not doubt the political truth of
gﬁg”rllaet\'/zrr" dlerrjl(ial;/;rﬂ:gltt ;j:/?;\;\lsnatojgsvwsA that historical anecdote, | did feel that the
person who denies his nationality ié a direct quotat!on had bee.n linguistically
bastard." embellished in the re-telling. But now |
am inclined to the conclusion that—even

in"the way he tells 'ensense—it contains

This unexpected use of what might be

interrogation record for?" ' ' ' . . .
9 called ‘bad language’ on Lozovsky's OWN¢ar more literal historical truth than not.

Lozovsky: "Let me explain why | behalf only adds to my appreciation of his
signed it. Because over the course ofstrength of character, considering the
vehemence of its expression by a ma
whose self-control was so evident through-

eight nocturnal interrogations Col.
Komarov kept telling me over and over
again that Jews are low, dirty people, and

When Roddy Connolly protested that Big
Jim was impossible to work with, Lozov-
r]sky is said to have told himin no uncertain
terms, according to Nolan's accoutit:

all Jews are lousy bastards, and all out his trials and tribulations. And it here know Larkin's a bastard! But he's the only
opposition to the party consisted of Jews, Provides an excuse for some momentarybloody bastard we've got in Ireland!”

that Jews over the Soviet Union are light relief to recall a 1927 anecdote. In
conducting an anti-Soviet whispering the mid-1930s, my father had beenrecruit-  Butto return to his own 1952 trial, after
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his declaration that person who denie
his nationality is a bastard", Lozovs
further proclaimed in his final statem
to the court:

"The only documentthatis the primafy
battering ram of the accusation is
letter to Comrades Molotov and Stalin

t Naval Warfare

Part Ten

It appears from the memoir of M. adopted by England, France, Russia,

Drouyn de Lhuys, the French Minister of Prussia, Austria and Turkey as a mutual

about settling Jews in the Crimea. This Foreign Affairs at the time of the Declara- Treaty and many other States subsequently
letter contains hints of nationalism in |t, tion of Paris that a main object of Britain followed.

but since itwas not written for publicatio

editing... | think the Americans woul
have been willing to pay dearly for
agent such as myself, but they won't live
so long, and neither will those who
slandering me now... | have said evely-
thing and request no favours. I need either
complete rehabilitation or death. | haje
given my entire life for the cause of the
party and do not wish to be a parasitg. If
the court finds me guilty of anything at
all, then I would ask for the opportunity
to appeal to the government to substitpte
execution for punishment. But should

, was to put an end to the practice of
I did not believe that it required careful belligerents issuingetters of Marquand
Reprisaldo the subjects of neutral States: this time. It feared that the Royal Navy

anything come to light indicating tha |
was innocent, then | ask that |
posthumously readmitted to the ranks
the party and that the information abd

my rehabilitation be published in the

newspapers."

Solomon Lozovsky, a Stalinist casualty

of the Leninist regime—was executed p

12th August 1952. The gquilty verdi¢t

against him was posthumously annul
on 22nd November 1955 without,

course, any hope of resurrection from
dead. More significantly, there has ne
been any campaign mounted to have

Lozovsky took his stand as animpressive
courageous and unrepentant Bolshevi

the very end, defiantly staring death in lhe
e

face. Unlike ltzik Fefer, it can indeed

Df

he
er
his
good name restored. Perhapsitis because

ly
to

truly said of Lozovsky that he was neither
an outstanding Yiddish poet, nor a lor|g-
standing Soviet secret police informer gnd

provocateuy nor a martyred, if belated,

Zionist. Lozovsky both lived his life tp

the full—and finally yielded it up—as p
Id
also die a proud Russian Jew. Joshua

proud Soviet Communist, as he wol

Rubinstein was spot-on when he astu
observed:
"Only the martyred Yiddish writer

ly

The US had not developed a functional
naval defence force for its commerce at

"What influenced especially the wouldhave beenfreeto capture US vessels
English Government was the fear of without fear of reprisal if it gave up the
Americainclining againstus, andlending threat of using privateers. It saw the use of
to our enemies the cooperation of her hryateering as its best defence against
hardy volunteers. The Maritime naval aggression and the threat of blockade

population of the United States, their . .
enterprising marine, might furnish to by grantind_etters of MarquandReprisal

Russia the elements of afleet of privateers,0 Privateers to carry out raids against
which attached to its service by Letters of British shipping in the event of war.
Marque and covering the seas with a Letters of Marquevere Government
network would harass and pursue ourlicenses authorizing a private vessel to
commerce eveninthe mostremote watersattack and capture enemy vessels, and
To prevent such a danger the Cabinet ofy 3+ yhem before Admiralty Courts for

London held it ofimportance to conciliate d . d sale. Th i
the favourable disposition of the Federal CONdémnation and sale. They were first

Government. Ithad conceived the idea of Used in England, burticle | of the US
proposing to it at the same time as to theConstitution lists issuinigetters of Marque
French Government and to all the andReprisalin Section VIl as one of the
Maritime States, the conclusion of an enumerated powers of Congress alongside
arrangement, having for its object the he power to declare War. (Because the
suppression of privateering, and permit- |, iio States has never renounced privat-

ting to be treated as a Pirate every one, . . . .
who in time of war should be found €€ring by treaty, in theory it could still

furnished with Letters of Marque. This iSsueLetters of Marqueoday. After the
project, which was in the end abandoned, September 11th attacks therque and

is evidence of the disquiet felt by England. Reprisal Act of 200ivas introduced in
We thought, as they did, respecting Congress which would have granted the
privateering, a barbarous practice which President the authority to ugetters of
marked too often, under an appearance ofy;, 4,6 and Reprisal against specific
patriotic devotion, violence excited by
the allurement of lucre. Atformer epochs, targets. Congressman Ron Paul has
justified by the fury of war, it was able in recently advocated the use ldétters of
the midst of numerous iniquities, to give Marqueto deal with pirates operating in
rise to some heroic action, to transmit the Gulf of Aden.)

even to history some glorious names.But  The Americans made a distinction
we considered it to be incompatible petween privateering and piracy (or
henceforth with the usages of civilized buccaneering), a distinction which the

nations, which cannot allow private _"." .
persons to be armed with the rFi)ghts of British either never made or had forgotten.

war, and which reserve their terrible (Captain Kidd was hanged as a pirate at
application to the public power of Wapping despite havind &tter of Marque
Established States..." (Sir Travers Twiss from King William of Orange when his
DCL, FRSBelligerentRightonthe High  Whig backers refused to continue to
Seas, Since the Declaration of Paris support him as a privateer.) The Royal
(1856), p.10). Navy had, of course, been the innovators

are mentioned at August 12 commempr-
ations. The other defendants who Ipst
their lives are rarely, if ever, mentioned,
perhaps because their careers as |
Soviet citizens do not fit comfortabl
into an easy category for Westerners
honour."

| have no such inhibitions about that

Dispatches reveal that Britain feared and greatest exponents of piracy and
Russian issuing dfetters of Marquand  privateering in establishing the British
aRReprisalto Americans who would harass Empire againstthe Spanish and Portuguese
y British merchant shipping in the absenceduring the Elizabethan period. That had
to of the Royal Navy, and take English trade been called the ‘heroic age’ of Drake,
as a consequence. Frobisher and Hawkins in Britain and it

The most notable State to refuse to signwas in this time that England laid the

life-long Red. | accordingly salute tf
memory of Big Jim Larkin's old Profinter
protagonist—that proud and couragec
Jewish Bolshevik, Solomon Abramovic

Lozovsky.
Manus O'Riordan

e the Declaration of Paris was the United foundations of her future supremacy by

h States. States were invited to join it on themeans of brigandage, theft and maritime

uscondition that they sign up to all of its terrorism.

i Provisions and commit themselves to
making no subsequent arrangements irprivateering could be described as State-
the event of war. The Declaration was sponsored private naval warfare, whereas

For the US there was distinction—



piracy was a form of naval activity engaged 1981 there is wealth to stun.
in by private individuals for personal gaif. 1 - '4('3 days wnhqut food.
But this distinction was rather blurred By Bopby Sands (27) died 5th May, 1981, | s Gold Coast' was built
the Englishinnovators and exponentswho  Adversarial politics. No one won? on your dying solitude.
: . : . . ; Safe now, no bother,
combined privateering with piracy by 66 days without food. . the others
allowing naval commanders to person But Whitehall sniggers, imbued. conquered Malone,
keep their booty as reward for their nayal They built more walls but not your grave, now home.

terrorism. And even in the time of Nelsqn ___SI"C€ you died,

<

. . ; more walls than you ever had, 7
this remained a vital form of encourage- =4, improve apartheid. Kevin Lynch (25) died 1st August, 1981.
ment for Royal Navy commanders and It had to come to this,
their crews as prize served as a formlof 2 _ political-prisoner status shunned.
pension when they returned to life ¢n Francis Hughes (25)died 12thMay,1981." 71 days without food,
land. ~ More than spiders have spun, in this loose protectorate
since your day was done. of Xerox magnitude,

- : 59 days without food. bereft of British or Irish symmetry,
The United States offered to sign up(to A sunk and corroding ship more a planned y y

the Declaration of Paris on condition thiat gets more gratitude. asymmetry
another Article be included forbidding the Titanic Quarter. '

molestation of all private property at sea  They hope to renew Belfast 8 _
(aside from ‘contraband’ of war). Whilgt With this loss. Kevin Doherty (25) died 2nd August,

; : But you gave no quarter. 1981.
mdods_t_ count;:esDwelre fgvomgre_lbl_e 0 tl’:;S You¥|osg is our g%in, A scenario that will run and run.
addition to the Declaration Britain steag- your memory on our hearts 73 days without food.
faStly refused to add it. embossed. How many more wars,
Inthe 1870s Sir Henry Maine called for 3 how many more ceasefires
Britain to accept this American additign . as a prelude.
Raymond McCreech (24) died 21stMay, 1981. The empty d
because, he argued, England had the most o pty dumps gape
g g Out of politics they took the gun, as nestlings greeting the mother,

to gain from it as it would protect its food your gun.

supply from its enemies. Maine argued " 61 days without food.

that, because Britain was the forem¢stAnd peace into servitude. 9 ,

maritime trading nation and nowdepended ~ They dismiss your times, Thomas Mc_EIwee (23) died 8th August, 1981.
on its population being fed by the systgm these bureaucrats, This territory was not constructed for peace,

- : - on their upward climb. it is moribund.
of Free Trade it had established, it was p 62 days without food.

greatly to its advantage that it shodld 4 Back to Whitehall

agree to the United States proposals. | Patsy O’Hara (23) died 21st May, 1981.  and its belligerent attitude.
The argument was that England wlas  The peacemakers became rotund. |t knows it's doing wrong,

the great carrier of the world, and it was|in 61 3\";‘3’5 without food. but doing right,

her capacity as a carrying nation that ghe, ar tourism accrues rehearsing

. . hough the blood never dried,
would be disadvantaged in a war. By a?ld like a silent horror film for a Southern swansong.

hustle for the take.

exempting mercantile ships from capture there is no thought, 10 _ .
England would be able to carry on her  no sound. Michael Devine (27) died 20th August, 1981.
trade, as securely in war as in peace, and andAV\?rlezir\t/;ESH\?\/lgg sacrifice,
pe ablfa to _bear the strain of a war withqut 35 McDonnell (30) died 8th July, 1981. 60 days without food.
financial distress to her merchants. Ay, the building is soon begun. Perfidiously they slew.
_ 61 days without food. Can something deliberately broken
But by 1870 the tide had begunto turn  The wind on Belfast Lough lead to evolution,
on Manchester Capitalism and a new mgreblew in the entrepreneurial hood something glued back

to build expensive flats, yacht basins, with the enemy’s solution.

vigorous Imperialism had started fo .
9 P while around the waterfront

emerge in Britain that had further call ¢n i )
. . the homeless chastened.
the war-making potential of the Royl Wilson John Haire

6 20 October-13 November 2010
Navy.

Pat Walsh | Martin Hurson (29) died 13th July, 1981. Note: Malone —once a Protestant middle-class
From coastal Holywood to Bangor  stronghold, now mainly Catholic middle-class

The following letter, submitted to /rish  people were killed—14 British civilians, 14 Irish civilians Under the direction of Ireland's Minister for Defence,
Times on 9th April, failed to be published , 3Republican prisoners—when British forces opened fire Cathal Brugha, and her Army's Chief of Staff, Richard

] on crowds attending the Dublin-Tipperary fooball match". Mulcahy, and Director of Intelligence Michael Collins.
Histo ry Howler the Dublin Brigade and other soldiers of Irish democracy,

| opened mylrish Timestoday (Saturday 9 April) | doubtyour correspondent meant to convey the false shot dead members a British murder gang. They were not
expecting to see letters, if not from the usual revisionist IMPression that British forces killed 14 British civilians ~ civilians but were on the military, or paramilitary RIC
suspects, at least from the main parties in the Oireachtastat day. _ _ payroll. . _
from Irish National Ex-Servicemen, the Irish Military Butitseems to me plain that he or she was determined ~ Amongst  their surnames were Dowling,
History Society, and from some of those charged with the ©0 @ssert that as many British as Irish civilians were killed WoodcockPrice, Keenlyside. Montgomery, McLean,
teaching of history in Irish Schools and Universities, ~ that day. _ _ Newbury, Ames,Bagalley,Bennett, FitzGerald,

They cannot all have been so overcome with joy atthe SO [€t's clear any misunderstandings out of the way. McCormack and Wilde. .
revelation of details of Queen Elizabeth's proposed ~ EarlierinNovember1920,inLondon'sMansionHouse, | really think Ireland urgentlly neads a Campaign for
itinerary, that, like yourself, they failed to recognise, an the British Prime Minister had boasted that his forces Real History, and an anti-Poppycock Leagueto alert a
historical howler on page 7 on Friday April 8th. “were getting the right men" and virtually gloating how cheated citizenry to the dangers of infection from

| quote—"On Bloody Sunday, November 21st, 31 they were burning down Irish creameries. Tommyrot. Donal Kennedy
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New Year in the new Criminal Courts being a barrister is about. It is intended as
Complex in Parkgate Street. The reader isafunny book and perhaps itis for a barrister

Does expected to guess the city in which Greenbut it tastes sour to anyone who has been
It Street and Parkgate Street are because mpvolved in the perimeter of The Law.
Stack  jhformation is gleaned from that paper of
Up mis-recordThe Irish Timeswhich is VIOLENCE AND THE Law
? published in Dublin which gives you a  HowisitthatIrish society readily toler-
THE Law clue to what is intended. ates and even approves the clubbing and

The very fact that the legal profession  apgther example of the sort of thing beating, with bloody results of protesters
and journalistsrefer to The Law' asmean-p ¢ goes on every day in the courts is the—be they students protesting in Dublin or
ing barristers, the Courts and the Gardgase of patrick Kissane in Killarney Citizens protesting in Mayo against the
Siochana shows us that the laws of thepsirict Court on 19th April 2011. Mr.  Shell pipeline? These protesters are
State aréhonoured more in the breach  yissane is accused of setting up a Facebookinocent people. Protesting is not a crime
than in the observancelf it were other- ;46 insulting Travellers. The FacebookOF an offence—yet—in our society. We
wise, The Law would be the law of the gy which has since been deleted saidcanseeon TV and onprintmedia, innocent
State and of the society we live in. The »pyomote the use of knacker babies asPeople being clubbed and injured and the
new Fine Gael/Labour Coalition Govem- it and some other racist remarks. Therest of us are to thirikhat's allright, we
ment may do something about the enorm-parge is brought under the Prohibition of agree that people should be beaten-up
ous and non-productive cost of dealing | itement to Hatred Act 1989 which officially in this circumstande And yet
with breaches of our laws. But don't hold 15 es it an offence "to publish or distribute there is no way society will tolerate the
your breath. The lawyers know very well yitien material. .. likely to stir up hatred. beating of proven criminals or the parental
what works for them. They know that the ppjishing online is treated the same as irchastisement of unruly children. A house-
muddle and inefficiency and the, mostly e brint media. A convictionin the District holder has by law to be very careful how
intentional, finagling and woolliness of - it carries a maximum fine of 01,270 he/she defends themselves from an
what goes onamong IaWyerS is to wind upand/or siXx months in gao|. Surprise! attackeriproportional force" the law
the clients and therefore the lawyers' feesg risel On the day set for the trial, the Says. That is when you are attacked in

Take as an example the day the Speciglyyyers agreed to ask for the case to beyour home, you must calm down and
Criminal Court sat for the last time in hoarg on a later date and the Judgecarefully assessthe attacker's conductand,
Green Street Courthouse on Friday, 18thg,/priser) agreed and adjourned itto 19thbecause’proportional force” implies
December 2009. This was the courthouseyy 501 1—three months more of suspenseProportional to the force used by the
in which Robert Emmet was tried and it afer ajready waiting six and a half months attacker, you must allow the attacker to
was in this courthouse that since 1972 thegince the alleged offence on 1st Octoberstrike first and then you can respond with
Special Criminal Court tried Mr. Martin - 54510 The prosecutor told the judge in Proportional force and until the attacker
Ferris, Mr. Peter Robinson, Mr. DOminic .ot *This is a rather unusual charge Wounds you, you are not legally allowed
and Mrs. Mary McGlinchey, Mr. Dessie gnq we'd like to get the DPP's views on theto wound the attacker. Is that it? Isn't this
O'Hare and many more. Nicky Kelly was \ynole thing" why robbers enter houses with impunity?
tried there and he and his co-accused were now either an offence was committed sn't this why whole neighbourhoods are
convicted on false confessions beaten oup. ot That is for the court judge to terrorised and destroyed? Because no one
of them by The Law. The Court said they gecide. What is so complicated about itis allowed to shout Stop. If the smaller
must have beaten themselves. that all the lawyers involved do not know infringements were stopped and stamped

Photographers were allowed to photo-\yhat to do without making work for out, there would be no bigger stuff. The
graph the judges for the firsttime in Green 5 other ot of lawyers in the (Director of Whole concept of policing needs to be
Street on 18th December 2009 and in thepy pjic prosecutions) DPP's office and thenchanged. Police should be arranged so
photo we see the three judges robed and,ming hack into court on 19th July 2011 that two by two patrol an area on bicycles
bewigged, the judges’ usher helping Mr.\yhen it could very probably be adjourned Whichmove silently. And then there should
Justice Butler to siton his chair, aman andagain on the grounds that it is"eery  besquads of six or seven parked unobtrus-
a woman presumably court officers and,n,sual case”When are the judges going ively atintervals in cities and towns ready
the backs of bewigged heads of somey, siop this adjournment stuff? It is to Swoop onto crime scenes and, yes, the
barristers. All eight of these people and 455)jing  anti-social behaviour and is Garda should be given proper powers to
probably many more notin the photo were yefra,ding the people for the benefit of use their batons whenever a criminal
earning their living there on thatday. And a\yers. The Minister for Justice, Mr. activity is in progress. And, yes, persons
what did they do? They did nothing. sjan Shatter TD, is himself alawyer. Will in their home should be immune from
Absolutely nothing. There was in fact pe 5t 5 stopto this running soréafjourn-  guiltand from prosecution where they are
work which they could have done but in ants2 Many cases are adjourned multresisting an intruder whether or not the
the time-honoured way of all courtlawyers i e times. It seems the adjournments gointruder is violent. Any person must be
they intentionally dodged the work. The 4 and on for as long as the lawyers andellowed to eject an intruder from the
work available on that day was to deal,qges think they'll get away with it. | was Person’s home and property. To do sois a
with five cases before the Court. All five iy olved as a witness in a case which wasbasic human right without which society
matters were adjourned until the New adjourned twenty times and the two descends into chaos.

Year. Itwas December and December for 5 risters and two solicitors each billed

The Lawisamonth for celebrating dinners o for the twenty adjournments. M ARRIAGE

and conviviality. Too bad for defendants The US recession has coincided with a
whose cases may already have been A Night At The Inns And Other Stories fa||in the divorce rate. Does this stack up?
adjourned on previous occasions and veryy Henry Murphy, published by Blackhall |ove or money?

likely would be adjourned again in the Publishing in 2008, gives a taste of what Michael Stack ©



PILSUDSKI continued

have fought for their country if the whole
world had opposed them." p125.

"lwent straight to the War Office {Lon
don} to see General Ironside, who h
succeeded Lord Gort as C.I.G.S.

"I was met with the remark: 'Well
Your Poles haven't done much.' | felt that
the remark was premature, and repli¢d:
‘Let us see what others will do, sir|"
p125.

hd

LLoyp GEORGE AND HENRY WILSON
1920

"l arrived in Paris in time to hav
dinner with Mr. Lloyd George and S
Henry Wilson and | gave them my repq
verbally during dinner. p81.

"It was the first time that | had met Mf.
Lloyd George, and | felt that he listeng¢d
to my tale with rather a superficial interegt,
but he was very agreeable and told [Sir
Henry that | was to have everything that
| had asked for.

"Sir Henry Wilson was a delightfu|
man, with all the Irishman's love of politi¢s
as well as his love of fighting, and he wias
about our only high-ranking soldig
capable of competing in the same fieldas
the politicians or 'Frocks,' as he alwalys
called them. He loved to describe himsklf
as purely a simple soldier, but he codld
play all the political games as well as the
best of them, and he served our courjtry
well in his dual role. He was a grept
personal friend of Marshal Foch, afd
England and France owed much to their
close relationship.

"The next day Sir Henry took me to sge
Marshal Foch, and Foch asked me if the
Poles, had asked for any particular gepe-
ral. Before leaving for Paris | had discys-
sed the matter with Paderewski, and knew
that they wanted General Gouraud who,
asavery heroicfigure, would have appgal-
ed to the fighting qualities of the Polgs.
The Marshal regretted that General Gour-
aud could not be spared, but told mg to
return later, when, having given the matter
his close attention, he would have decided
on the appointment. On my return Foch
told me that he had appointed Gengral
Henrys, and he added that | could go back
to Warsawet faites son plus grand eldgé
for he had proved himself a most succps-
sful commander. Coming from the Mgr-
shal, this was praise indeed.

"General Henrys was a comparatively
young man, of a smart military appear-
ance, but he was a failure in Poland. His

in easy and pleasant living not at gll several years been in declining health.
conducive to successful military training, 12th May 1935, he died of liver cance
and found plenty of time and opportunfty \Warsaw's Belweder Palace.
to meddle in trade on a big scale, but  His death took place exactly 19 ye
failed to further the Polish cause.” p8R. fromthe day James Connolly was exec
“The political situation was far mote 5+ kilmainham Jail in Dublin.
complicated, but | was finding out fast 1o Pglish Communist Party imme
that in Poltand tlhﬁre s alwaysta} politi a(lj iately attacked Pilsudski as a fascist §
crisis on tap. | have a great love gdn B : ;
admiration for the Poles, but | canrjot fﬁg:;zlésl\t/’eg%?g';%ttggefﬁ% :Egtvzzsm [
deny thatthey thrive on crises and prodlice Mainstream organisations of e%/r'] c

them with unfailing punctuality and e !
without any provocation!” p79. minorities expressed their support for

"Pilsudski was a Lithuanian by birfh policies of ethnic tolerance, though

and obstinacy is one of their most marked Was criticized by, in addition to the Poli
traits. One day | was trying' quite in- CommunIStS, the Jewish Labour Bu

effective]y, to persuade him to sorhe and byUkrainian,German and Lithuanfan
action, when he volunteered the remgrk: nationalists.
'I'm Lithuanian and we are an obstingate  On the international scene, Pope H
people.' My answer to that was, 'So | sge!'X| held a special ceremony May 18thjin
and we both laughed, but | have offen the Holy See, a commemoration was ¢
wondered since if there has been a gfeatlucted at League of Nations Geneva hqid-
man who was not obstinate.” p78. quarters, and dozens of messages of
"The war againstthe Czechs proceefleddolence arrived in Poland from heads
equably, and more or less on a domegsticstate across the world, including G
basis. The Poles have a natural averionmany-s Adolf Hitler, the Soviet Unionfk
to the Czechs, partly because they [arejoseph Stalin, Italy's Benito Mussolfi
neighboursandtherefore prone to quarrel-5 King Victor Emmanuel I1I, Francejs
ling, and partly because the Poles 190k p|hert| ebrun and Pierre-Etienne Flandih,
down on the Czechs, for being, like he a4z wilhelm Miklas, Japan's Emp
British, 'a nation of shopkeepers'. To fhe r Hirohito, and Britain's King George
agrarian Pole, commerce is a desp|ed0 AﬂeraMo-yeardisplayatSt. Leonar
occupation to be left to the Jew, and t eyCrypt in Krakow's Wawel Cathedrd.

had great contempt for the Czechs who

thought otherwise. Their chief bones
contention were the coal mines at Tesch
but there was never any serious fight
between the two nations, and we co|
cross the Czech line more or less atw
p89.

of Pilsudski's body was laid to rest in
en’Cathedral's Crypt under the Silver Be
ng €xcept for his brain, which he had will
,1d for study to Stefan Batory University, a
II." his heart, whichwas interred in his moth

grave at Vilnius' Rasos Cemetery, wh

"Poles are very vivacious and g

it remains.

especially the women, butthey allseemed The 1937 relocation of his remairgs,
possessed by a racial sadness that kjowmade by his long-standing advers
little of joy or even contentment. Though Adam Sapieha, then Archbishop
they have humour, they are apt to take Krakow, incited widespread protests t

themselvestoo seriously, and are natu
indignant when the rest of the world dd
not follow suit. Their strength is the
courage, their faith, their loyalty and th
patriotism, and from the highest to t
lowest, with or without education, thg
can sacrifice themselves to an idea—
that idea was always Poland, even w
itexisted only in theirimagination.” p10

De Wiart refers to zakuszka whi
consisted "of an infinite variety of exot
dishes washed down by smooth gulp
vodka with a feel of satin fire. VodK
burns delightfully when it arrives at i
destination, and makes conversation v
easy. Perhaps that explains why the P
are such brilliant talkers." p99.

task was a difficult one, and made mgre
difficult by Pilsudski's dislike of the

who were responsible for the trainifg,

"l am not going to dictate to you what you

French. The French Mission consisted of ~ write about my life and work. I only ask
some fifteen hundred French officefs, thatyou not make me out to be a ‘whiner

and sentimentalist.' Pilsudski

equipmentand general needs of the Pdlist
Army. They were under the direct ordgrs
of Henrys and needed close supervision
and very firm handling, which they did

notget. Instead they indulged themselyeshimself, unbeknown to the public, had

DEeATH
By 1935, the great man, Pilsuds

llyincluded calls for Sapieha's removal.
es

FIl Evangelic-Augsburg Confession Chu
Pe at Paproc Duza in the province of Lom

;y OIMaria was a divorcee, so therefore co

he
D.
h

"Pilsudski converted to Protestantism.

Since May 1906 Pilsudski had kno
c Aleksandra Szczerbinska (Comrade O
L of@ determined and energetic activist.
o was fifteen years younger that Pilsuds
¢ Maria Pilsudski would not agree to
erydivorce. The situation lasted until her de
)|eén 1921.

He married Aleksandrain October 199
having already returned to the Cathd
Church in 1916.

Arevolutionary, agreat soldier witho
formal training, a man of rare audac
and will power as well as of great insig

Pilsudski.

ki appreciated these traits—all of them co

37

NAhot be married in the Catholic church,B

A In July, 1899, Pilsudski married
I” political activist, Maria Juskiewicz in tH

t
into European politics—that was JoZef

It is easy to understand how Conndlly

Id

or be attributed to James Connolly himsglf.



PILSUDSKI continued

"Early in my relations with Pilsudski
he said to me that| could believe implicifly
anything that he told me. On the other
hand, he said that if he told me nothing |
must not be surprised at anything that

but with Polish forces instead, as he had
been unable to get the Ukrainians
attack in time.

"Pilsudskiwas a very superstitious man,
and having taken Kieff he admitted [to
feeling uneasy, for he told me that every
commander who had attempted to tgke
the Ukraine had come to grief. Latér,
when he had been forced to retire frpm
Kieff, | asked why he had attempted|to
take it against his superstitions. His
answer was that he felt that his luck stgod
so high that he thought he could riskit,
but he added: "You see, | was wrong/

BRITISH FRIENDSHIP

"He hated the Russians with intensity,
and though he had no particular liking for
the Germans, he felt it wiser to be on gqod
terms with them, and during his lifetinpe
relations remained good to all appejar-
ances. He had a great admiration [for
England and for all the British institutions,
but attimes he was justifiably bitter abgut
our attitude towards Polanbhvariably
we opposed Poland in each and eVery
crisis, and there were many¥ven
Paderewski was moved to say to me: ‘We
cannot be wrong in every case'." p77

Early in 1920 there were signs of

Bolsheviks starting a new offensive agai
Poland, and in May or June a consider
force advanced from the north-east.
Bolshevik force was commanded by G
eral Budieny and was largely compo
of Cossacks.

"l was seeing Pilsudski daily, and o
when | asked him what he thought of
situation, he shrugged his shoulders
said that it was in the hands of
Almighty. Itwas the only time | ever s

st
ble
n_

ed

ce
he
nd

never was a miracle more timely, for the
issues at stake were tremendous. Had
Warsaw fallen, there can be no doubt that
Poland, a great part of Germany ahd
Czechoslovakia would have become
Communist.” p86.

"General Briggs, who had been nmy
commanding officerin the Imperial LigHt
Horse, came to see me in Warsaw. He
was chief of the British Military Missior]
to Denikin who commanded the Whi
Russian troops. Denikin had started a big
offensive against the Bolsheviks, and he
was advancing so fast that it looked ag if
he would reach Moscow. Briggs had
been sent to ask me to persuade Pilsugiski
to join in the offensive. | took Briggs t
see Pilsudski and explain the situatic
and to ask him personally for his c
operation. During the interview | coul
see that Pilsudski was not in the le
impressed by what Briggs was telling
him, and when Briggs had left Pilsudski
said that Denikin would fail to get t
Moscow, and, worse still, that he would
soon be back in the Black Sea. In view|of
Denikin's rapid advance this seemed a
fantastic statement to make, but Pilsyd-
ski's judgement rarely failed, and | hd
such confidence in him that | reportg¢d
this at once to the War Office." p94.

WiNsSTON CHURCHILL

"l returned home to report, and M.
Winston Churchill, who was then at the
War Office, asked me to lunch. Mr§.
Winston Churchill and Jack Scott, hjs
secretary, were the only other peopl
the lunch. It was the first time that | hgd
met Mr. Churchill. 1 was immensel
flattered by the idea of discussing with fo
great a man what was at that moment an
important situation. {1919}. Mr. Church
ill wished me to get the Poles to join |n
Denikin's offensive, but | repeated Pils
ski's warning, and | remember MrE.
Winston Churchill saying: 'You had mudh
better listento General de Wiart.' | hasten-
ed to point out that it was not my opinign
that | was giving, but Pilsudski's, and tHat
he had never put me wrong." p95.

"Within a very few weeks PilsudsKi
had proved a good prophet, for Denikin
was back in the Black Sea.

"Pilsudski had only once kept sileft
with me. He had been planning to ret
Vilna from the Lithuanians, and knowin|
that | should have to inform my Governp-

Poles with everything that they had

out to get. There was nothing more
keep a military mission occupied, and
work was taken over by Colonial Claytg
the Military Attache, who had been wi
me and had made a great success i
post.” p96.

PoLisH CuLTURE
De Wiart's reflections on the Poli

e nation are interesting:

"The Polish landlords still lived i
feudal splendour, in aluxury unsuspeg
by western Europeans, and quite unaff
ed by the growling of their eastern neig
bours. There were no staff difficulti
servants came with the hope of ser
their lifetime in the great houses,
were not concerned with their evenirgy
off and labour-saving gadgets. Instead
Frigidaires, great blocks of ice were
fromthe frozenrivers in winter and placg
in the ice-house, which would then
flooded and the door left open. The wh
mass would freeze into one block of sl
ice which lasted a whole year.

"Polish culture is French by adopti
and in all the great houses one fo
French furniture, French pictures a
tapestries, but with all their beautif
ornateness mixed with a delightful feel
of comfort, so rarely found in France

"The Poles understand warmth,
guests are never found huddling ro
the one inadequate fire, which makeg
visit to an English country house likg
trip to Sparta. They are great gourmg
the food excellent, and the chef a
honoured and important member of
household."” §9.

"Pilsudski had no liking for the Frenc
and resented being in the French sp
and made to feel dependent. There
constant friction between him and
French military and diplomatic represe
atives. The French were hardly tact
and did not like any assistance to be gi
to Poland except through French ch
nels, regarding any gesture from anof
country as a sign of meddling. Thgi
attitude added considerably to d
difficulties.” p78.

GERMAN INVASION oF PoLanp 1938

"My next stop was Paris. Our Milita
Attache took me to lunch at the Rif
where | saw several French friends. T

him shaken out of his almost oriental
calmness, but he was not so shaken|that
he could not plan a masterly countpr-

ment, who would have done everythi
in their power to stop him from succee|

were all equally bitter and disgruntl
with Britain for having stuck to her wo
to declare war on Germany if Poland

attack, which brought him victory in thr
weeks." p85.

"The Bolshevik advance from th
north-east continued steadily, until th
were only fourteen miles from Warsa
when the Poles counter-attacked. T
Bolsheviks were exhausted, and as S|
as they saw the Poles stand and prepg
fight, they retreated and continued
retreat until they sued for peace."

"The battle near Warsaw has bd

IV,
he
pon
reto
to

en

called 'The Miracle of the Vistula,' af

d

ing, he could not tell me of his plan.

"| cannot remember our Governme)
agreeing with the Poles over any guestipn
and there were many : Danzig, that fifst
nail in Poland's coffin; Vilna; Easterh
Galicia; Teschen; the demarcation of the
Russian-Polish frontier; and Uppg
Silesia." 95.

"By 1924, the five wars that Polan
had been engaged in had all ended, {
Germans, Bolsheviks, Ukrainiang
Lithuanians, and the Czechs} leaving t

invaded. The French with their us
realism, failed to see why we consen
to ally ourselves with the Poles whe
was geographically impossible to he
them. The French were labouring un
the impression that if Britain had

declared war the Poles would not hg
fought. It was far from the truth, but t
French psychologically had no und
standing of the Polish mentality, or th
would have known that the Poles wo

continued on




PILSUDSKI continued

" Causes, politics and ideologies a|
better left to historians."” p15.

Despite this, we discover that his fami
in Belgium had immense political influ
ence, and a progressive influence, at th

His cousin, Henri Victor Marie Ghis;

y

at,

-third Prime Minister of Belgium from
20th November 1920 to 6th May 1921
a Government of national union (Christia
Democrats, Liberals and Socialists). H
was from an aristocratic family.
Elected in 1896 to the Belgian House pf

olic Party's reform-orientated left wing
he served as Minister of Justice (1911-1
and helped secure passage of child-welf
legislation (1912). In 1945 he reorganis
the Catholic Party as the Social Christi
Party. He remained a Member ¢
Parliament until his death in 1951.

A member of theJeune Belgique|
(Young Belgium), a nationalist literary

to depictauniquely Belgian national spirit.

"In 1891, | was dispatched to the
Oratory School at Edgbaston, ne
Birmingham. Cardinal Newman foundep
this school." p13.

"In 1897, it was decided to send me

put down for Balliol." p14.

mined to fight and | didn't mind who of
what. | didn't know why the war hadl
started, and | didn't care on which sidg
was to fight. If the British didn't fancy me
I would offer myself to the Boers ..
Causes, politics and ideologies are better
left to the historians." p15.

De Wiart fought in the Boer war i
which he was twice wound. He lost an eye
in the East African campaign of 1914 and
later one hand.

Inthe First World War, he was wounddd
eight times.

From 1918 to 1924 he lived in Poland
as Commander of the British Military
Mission.

De Wiartwas posted to the Six Countigs
to the command of the British 61st Divisio
in preparation for World War II.

He was Commander of the ill-fate

His one active command in World W4
Il was not a success, but the blame co
not be put on him in this cauldron qf
politics. As de Wiart said about thp
campaign,'...war and politics seem badl
mixers, like port and champagne. But if]i
wasn't for politicians we wouldn't hav
wars, and |, for one, should have be¢
done out what for me is a very agreeal]
life."

He spent two years in an Italian prisg

d

after his plane crashed on the way
Yugoslavia.

e Churchill's personal representative
Chiang Kai-shek.

Wiart was sent to Poland as second
lain, Count Carton de Wiart, was the twenty command of the British Military Missior

under General Louis Botha. After a bri
n period, he replaced General Botha (Fi
- Prime Minister of the Union of Sout

e Africa). Poland desperately needed all hePolish Socialist Party: the Leftwing wa
th €d to delete from the party's program

the stipulation that its main aim was §
independent Poland; they broke with Hji
o sudski's group, which insisted on t

help it could get, as it was engaged w
Representatives as a member of the Cathiﬂssalgnggzs(lg o(lilfasﬁl-ﬁié%\::r: \\/IVV:: 7
’8)the Lithuanians (Polish-Lithuanian Wa
bré@nd the Czechs (Czech-Polish borg
Lg conflicts). There he encountered Ignal
hnJan Paderewski, the great pianist 3
f premier, Marshal Jézef Pilsudski, the Ch

of State and military commander, and

General Maxime Weygand, head of t
Y French military mission in mid-1920.
movement, he wrote novels and treatigescharles de Gaulleas attached to the Freng

military mission.

A was to attempt to make peace between
Poles and the Ukrainian nationalists und
o Simon Petlyura. The Ukrainians we
Oxford, and in a rush of optimism | was besieging the city of Lwow (Lvov; Lem
berg). He was unsuccessful and forme
"... war was in my blood. | was deter- negative view of Petlyura, especially aft

Ukrainian forces machine gunned his traj
| killing two Polish officers aboard.

In 1943, he was sentto China as Winsf

THE PoLisH MISSION
At the end of the Great War, Carton

One of his tasks soon after his arriy

PADEREWSKI

"We arrived in Warsaw on the night g
February 12th, 1919, and were met
Paderewski, the Minister of Foreig
Affairs ... Paderewski was an inte
national figure of renown. He had foun
his way into people's hearts with h

o

le

Jozef Pilsudski was of Lithuanid

descent, he was born at Zulov, in
province of Vilna, December 5, 1867.

According to the 1978 edition

inEncyclopaedia BritannicePilsudski hag
a go at reading Karl Mard&apital, but its

L abstract argument got the better of hi

St

down in 1905, a split occurred within t

After the Russian Revolution was (

erStipulation.
"Pilsudski had a remarkable career.ji\s

CY
nd
ef

e

h

al
the
er
e

music, and remained there determinegly

for his political ends." p5.
Ignace Jan Paderewski was a lead

pianist of his time, remarkable for both hj
musical culture and his mind. With h
| _fingers, Polish music, especially Chop
became an instrument of propaganda.
would speak at public meetings in Ameri
H and then sit down at the piano on t

Central Norwegian Expeditionary Forc¢. platform and win the audience by his lov]
r liest expression of eloquence in melody.

GENERAL PiLsuDsKI
"The day after our arrival we went |
pay our respects to the Chief of Sta
General Pilsudski. Since those days it

been my destiny to meet many of the
great men of the world, but Pilsudski

ranks high among them—in fact, fq

political sense, almost at the top. Hi

ng

S
n

Ca
ne

D
e,
as

appearance was striking to a degree, §

his air that of the conspirator. He ha

d

a young man his sympathies had lea
too much towards the left, and he

been deported to Siberia. Later he joi
the newly-formed Polish Socialist Pa
{PPS}, whose chief object was to fr
Poland fromits oppressor, Russia. Ag
he was imprisoned, but his partisa
with ahigh degree of courage and inge
ity, engineered his escape. They disgui
themselves as Russian officers, wen

the prison armed with forged papers §

walked out with Pilsudski. Early in 191

deep-set eyes of searching penetrafon,
heavy brows and a drooping moustaghe
whichwas peculiarly characteristic." pgb.

he was pledged to fight with his Legi@n

on the side of Germany, but the Germ

were afraid of him, thought he wieldgd

too much power, and in their turn imprig
oned him. In 1918, as the symbol &

soul of Polish opposition, Pilsudski wigs

appointed Chief of State, and inspired
friends and followers with blind faith arfi
supreme confidence.

"l was lucky enough to make frien
with Pilsudski straight away, which ma
my position very much easier, and |
one of the few foreigners to achieve s
a relationship.

"There was great opposition to h
from the Polish aristocracy, they stagell
coup d'etatwhich he foiled, and it sayg
much for his statesmanship that man
the aristocrats afterwards became
firmest supporters, realising that he
the only man fit to lead Poland." p77,

"Unfortunately, Pilsudski had thg
defauts de ses qualitder he was a ver
jealous man, brooked no opposition, §

when anyone rose higher than it suiged

him he got rid of him. His ruthlegp
dismissal of Paderewski, Sikorski

Korfanty were instances of his jealougy,

and he lost these three great patriots,
ofwhom, Paderewski and Sikorski, sto
high in the eyes of the world.
"Meddling in politics taught me t
bitter lesson that they invariably wa
hand in hand with ingratitude, and w
Paderewski was dismissed, althoug
had many friends and enemies, his frie
let him go without a murmur. The
memories were fickle as well as shor
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Connolly and Pilsudski

Marxism-Leninism, of one kind o

another, was the ideology of the 1970s

into the mid-80s, its influence encomp

sing all but the eccentric right-wing fring

of the academic world.

he {Connolly} recognised Pilsudski'
Polish Socialism as being of a kind wi
his own Irish Republican Socialism, and
in his alignment with Germany in 1914-
16 he was again in tune with Pilsudski."
(Connolly and German SocialisBrendan

was declared to be a social-patriot.
Luxemburg or Lenin had had occasion
characterise Connolly's politics durin
his lifetime, they would undoubtedly ha
bracketed them with Pilsudski's politick
and called them social-patriotic.” p22.

For 10 or 15 years, the politically-corregt
view was that Lenin founded a system pf
socialist democracy which was pervert¢d
by Stalin, and that the future lay in

Clifford, Athol Books, p3, 2004).
founded in 1892 on a programme

Polish state." p21.

"The Polish Socialist Party (PPS) wds

building socialism in a re-establish

PiLsubski: THE M AN
So what was it about Pilsudski that §
impressed James Connolly?

f

restoration of Leninist democracy. Over
10 years before the Soviet collapse, Brgn-
dan Clifford argued thdkeninist demo-
cracy'was a mirage. It was Lenin wh
founded the Soviet State as a system whjch
could only be run from the centre by ja
party which monopolised power. Becausge
Clifford dismissed the notion of Leninis
democracy and argued that Stalin had
handled Lenin's systemin accordance wjth
the principles inherent in it, he wal
classified as a Stalinist and denounced by
believers in the mirage.

Clifford drew attention to the fact th
in 1917, Stalin, who was the Bolshevi
leader within Russia until the return gf
Lenin, had accepted th®hourgeois
democracy of the February Revolution
as an adequate framework for social
development, and had set the Bolshe\ik Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
party on a course of socialist developme toffered special rates on other publications
within it. Lenin won him over to the| Irish Political Review is published by
project of socialist revolution by proleta the IPR Group: write to—
ian dictatorship when he got home, affd 1 gytton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
once embarked onit, Stalin saw it througp! Bray, Co. Wicklow  or

Thisisthe international contextin whic PO Box 339, Belfast BT12 4GQ or
Brendan Clifford relates James Connollfs  po Box 6589, London, N7 6SG, or
views to Jozef Pilsudski and the Poligh Labour Comment,

Socialist Party (PPS). C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork City.
TEL: 021-4676029

Subscription by Post:

12 issues: £20, UK;
€ 30, Ireland; € 35, Europe.

"Connolly, like Pilsudski, establishe The presentwriter is grateful to Caoimh
a nationally based socialist organisatign. de bHailis, a Cork scholar who passed p
Rosa Luxemburg and Lenin argued thata 1955 Pan paperback titled4dppy
socialist organisations should be basedOdyssey—The memoirs of Lieutena
onstates, and both condemned nationdlisigeneral Sir Adrian Carton de Wait. Vd
forms of socialist organisation. KBE. CB. CMG. DS." with the aévic

"Connolly, like Pilsudski, combine hat"all K
nationalism and socialism ideologically, that"all you ever wanted to know abo

and deliberately set out to develop stropg Pilsudski is in here” _
nationalist feelings in the socialigt =~ The writer was sceptical at first, but g

movement. Luxemburg and Lenin both Wiart, despite his Imperial attachmen
condemned the advocacy of nationaligm and dismissal of politicians of all hue

in the socialist movement, and thay nqrrays a mighty objective view of Pilsu
regarded the blending of nationalist al b Y gnty ob) d

socialist ideology as a particularly rep- ski, probably the honesty of one soldi
rehensible and vicious exercise. 'Sociql- OWards another. _ o
patriot was one of the worst terms ¢f De Wiart's own story is a classic i
abuse in the Luxemburg-Lenin vocabyl- itself but must be told elsewhere! THe

ary. Itwas roughly equivalentto the terin following is a bare outline of de Wiart'
fascist'in the inter-war period. Pilsudski hackground.

Carton de Wiart:

"Lieutenant-General Sir Adrian Carto
de Wiart VC, KBE, CB, CMG, DSO (
May 1880 - 5 June 1963), was a Britid
officer of Belgian and Irish descent. He [
considered by many to be one of the m{
remarkable figures in British militar
history, renowned for bravery, his strikin
character and the sheer adventure of R
long life. He is thought to be a model fq
the character of Brigadier Ben Ritchijg
Hook in Evelyn Waugh's trilogy Sword
of Honour." (Wikipedia).

"l was born in Brussels, a Belgian, tH
son of a successful legal man, and with
Irish grandmother to produce a sm4d
quantity of British blood in my veins.'
pll. De Wiart was a Catholic.

"... | have no politics and am utterl
uninterested as to what party isin powe
p212.

CoONNOLLY AND PILSuDsKI

"I demonstrated that his internationgl
orientation as a practising socialigt
politician was towards the Polis
Socialism of Joseph Pilsudski in the firgt
instance, and towards the wing of tHe
German Social Democratic Party that
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