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The European Union vs. The Euro-Zone! The Coalition's
Has Michedl Martin Lost The Plot? First Budget

All politicians across Europe will remember where they were on 9th Decembe
Enda Kenny was sitting next to David Cameron and left the EU Council meetin
him. But he had to jump, and he jumped in the opposite direction to Cameron—
there is no doubt went against his instincts. With an agreed and determined
German position, he had little choice, which is just as well. Irish Taoisigh in recen
have got themselves into a mindset where hard choices need never be made
Europe. But Kenny has had to make his bed and if there is to be a referendu
committed to the Euro whether he likes it not.

011This year's Budget was presented over
witho days with Labour's Brendan Howlin
oaghouncing cuts and Fine Gael's Michael
raNmmnan not announcing tax increases.
edwst under 60% of the Budget adjustment
raga&@sbillion euro will come from public
lexpenditure cuts with the balance being
raised from tax revenue.

What then of Fianna Fail? It is necessary to consider the position of that pary, as it TAXATION
could be critical to getting a referendum passed. The omens so far are not gool.  Noonan began his speech in a sombre
Martin made clear where he was on the 9th of December and he was quick oufjoffdhe. It was the 90th anniversary of the
mark in opposition: Treaty whicH'restored our sovereignty"
"Martin urges Government to reject Franco-German calls. Fianna Fail leader Michbak Fianna Fail gave it away again as
Martin has urged the Government to reject the Franco-German proposals to tagkle'fieal autonomy was conceded to the
Eurozone debt crisis. As Taoiseach Enda Kenny continues negotiations at the cr ia| GE and European authoritiesHe went
summit in Brussels today, Mr Martin said the Franco-German plan was flawed. 'To@ hi to sav-
a price is being asked for action which will not solve Europe's problems', he said§(Ir y:
"The task of this Government is to

Examiner, 9 Dec. 2011).

regain control over Ireland's fiscal and
S N@&conomic policies, to grow the economy
again and to get people back to work™.

He elaborated on this over the weekend that followed, making it clear this
knee-jerk reaction.

"In a detailed written response to the summit, Mr Martin argued the deal had f
deal with the underlying causes of the sovereign debt crisis....
"Fianna Fail Leader Micheal Martin said the rift opened with Britain at the Eur
summit last week could seriously threaten the survival of the European Union its
Martin also said that the outcome of negotiations on Thursday night and Friday repr
almost the 'worst-case scenario’ for Ireland. If the euro is to be saved, he added, it

ed 19 eaving aside the dubious history
(le sson, it would be interesting to know
¢ Nfpat measure or policy that Noonan or
ehtewlin would have implemented butwere
apiestented from doing so by the IMF and

on the basis of anything agreed last Friday" (Irish Times, 12 December). European authorities. Even without the
|c0ntinued on iaie 2| |c0ntinued on iaie 3|
This letter was submitted to the  Irish Times on 22nd December, and published Without this political consolidation
in its Irish edition on the 28th Michael Noonan's "wall of money" could
. . never be arealistic proposition. Now itis.
ECB acts as pOI itical Europe consolidates Itis clearly in Ireland's interest to part-

Yourstory'Europeanstocks pare losses'  highly unlikely now thatbanksintheeuro  icipate whole-heartedly in this consolidat-
(21 December), buried in the business  zone will go bust because of a liquidity ~ ion and not to squander this opportunity
section of the newspaper, carried the quite ~ shortage."” either by holding to our indefensible
astonishing piece of news that European Itis obvious that once the lead states ofcorporation tax rate or, as suggested in
banks had taken out loans of €490 billion ~ the Eurozone (Germany, France) tookour leader yesterday (21 Decem-
from the European Central Bank and that ~ decisive action to consolidate the currencyber), working "to keep [the UK] at the
these "ultra-cheap, long-term loans were politically, the ECB fell into line and is negotiating table even if it lacks a vote
designed to boost trust in banks, free up ~ nowtaking the necessary action. The morethere”. The political breakthrough only
money markets and tempt banks to buy ~ the euro zone is consolidated politically, came after the exclusion from the process
Italian and Spanish debt". A German  the more the ECB will act as required of the City of London.
economist is quoted as commenting: "Itis  (ultimately all the way to eurobonds). Philip O'Connor
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That seems clear enough and, if he isway to do so. As Micheal Martin was
consistent, he will be opposed to the imple-Minister for Foreign Affairs in the last
mentation of anything agreed at the summitGovernment, less than ayear ago, he mu

in a referendum. Why? He went on: surely have come to appreciate this? Hei
"The split it has caused may lead to NOW proposing the preservation of a

another crisis, this time impacting on the political skeleton—the EU—in place of a

future of the union itself rather than just real plan to secure the Euro and thus
the euro. The result is close to a worst- achieve a real piece of European integ

case scenario for Ireland as the Govern-ration, Realbecause it is not for the usual
ment's negotiating tactics having been

flawed from the start', he asserted. The

reason for calling the summit, said the EUophiles. This is for something clear

Fianna Fail leader, was to find a final and @nd specific that concerns every single

decisive answer to the sovereign debtperson—the securing of their currency.
crisis in the euro zone. That should have

resulted in an all-encompassing Mr. Martin is not dealing with the real

high faluting mantras so beloved of our

like the EU institutions hanging around
being a nuisance to all concerned.

There is likely to be an even clearer
break with the EU institutions very soon.
Het Financieele Dagbla@ Dutch finance
daily, reported recently that France and
Germany are considering giving the new
supervisory powers over national budgets,
which will be created by the new Treaty,
to the ESM (European Stability Mechan-
ism), the Euro-zone's bailout fund, rather
than to the European Commission. Since
the ESM is mostly an inter-Governmental
institution, it would decisively shift the
balance away from the use of formal EU
institutions in the new Treaty. This is a
logical continuation of the tendency that
has arisen since the demise of the Com-
mission that was put firmly on the agenda
by Pat Cox over a decade ago, with the
success he and the European Liberals had
in undermining the authority of the
Commission.

Martin has spent so much time in public
relations chatter, that he does not seem to
have seen the wood for the trees in recent
EU developments. The EU is dead and he
seems to have missed the funeral—which
is unusual for him. And now he is trying to
resurrect its ghost. He has lost the plot.
His position is about as impressive as his
preference for Gaybo as President.

As regards an "adequate firewall” to
defend the Single Currency from the
predatory attacks of globalist markets, led
by the City of London: it is being created
asaresultofthe determination of Germany
and France to do whatever is necessary to
protect the Euro. Martin seems to assume

Stjmt the only "firewall"” must be one of a

eluge of money in order to secure the
ﬁEuro currency. He goes for the simple
demagogic option of the European Central
Bank simply printing money. This is the
_policy which is advocated strongly in
London. Butacurrency is builton politics
not money. The financial firewall would
follow if the political firewall is built. The
ECB, quite rightly, is not going to pour
money into a political black hole. When
the ECB, following the clear political
message from the Franco-German alliance

agreement and an adequate firewall toWorld if he maintains his present position. that it was serious, made €469 Billion
prevent contagion.” (ibid.) Worse than that, it means that he andavailable tobankson21stDecember,1did

Fianna Fail will not be at the party, will

notdetecta whoop of joy from Martin. On

There is undoubtedly a conflict between not be involved in the new development the contrary, he was still pining for a link

the EU and the securing of the Euro. It is which the crisis is forcing into existence.
plain for some time that this is the case.For Fianna Fail, as for all of us, it should

with Britain. He complained that leaders
had "steamrolled" through "a solution for

The EU institutions have been too in- be goodbye, EU, Hello to the new Europe! up to 26 member states but without thinking
coherentto deal with the crux. Three yearsMoreover, it could also be goodbye to howissues would be handledin the absence
is long enough to have proven that Fianna Fail forever if its leader takes his of Britain at the table" (ibid.).

conclusively. Because of that, an inter- present position to its logical conclusion.

So 26 to 1 is steamrolling, an over-

Governmental solutionis the only feasible The party could become another hulk, whelmingly majority of over 96% is



suddenly suspect, when less that 4%using their concerns to stymie a plan|to
decides to opt out! This is ironic coming secure the future of the Euro.
from the man who ran the campaign to *

change the referendum decision on the
Lisbon Treaty. | am sure if he had won caused by the British veto was not wél- | There was hardly any change in the
tha_t t_)y one vote, he would have _beencomed by therish Times It was more !ncome_tax system. Noonan gave a very
satisfied and would have declared it theloosening of the links with Britain, which mte_restlng reason for not _tamperlng Wlth
clearest result there could be. Suddenly the income tax system which he inherited
overwhelmingly democratic decisions are from his predecessors whaestroyed the
belittled. | suppose the 1918 Election result economy":

could be described dsteamrolling”the "The marginal rate of taxation on
British Empire of the day. income is now 52 per cent for PAYE
workers and 55 per cent for the self-
employed. The OECD have concluded
that Ireland has the most progressive tax
f  System of the EU members of its organ-
ization and Revenue records show that
the top 5 per cent of income earners pay
44 per cent of income tax."

Ifitis true—as the Government parties
never tire of telling us—that their predeces-
sors destroyed the economy, where was

i i ?
As was to be expected, the breakdo Nnthe radical adjustment

they classified a%A disappointing day's
work" (10 Dec) in a sad little editorial. BU
a few days later they had come to terms
with itin a more realistic way than Martip
had. The more he thought about it, the

_Martln seems to assume that the maj-, .« o got whereas thish Timesgot
ority of EU Member States are complete better! It wrote editorially:

idiots and did not think about the

consequences of what they were doing
despite the long-heralded problem with
Britain about the Euro—and many other
issues. Their actions since belie any
indication that the proponents of the new
policy did not know what they were doing.

—+

"From an lIrish perspective, fears
loss of business to the City have been
overplayed... Butifthe UK is marginal
isingitselfinthe EU, arenewed emphasis
on the bilateral relationship will b . .
important. In the end, however, Ireland's S0 itappears Noonan could not make it
place, though once defined on the wofld V€N more progressive!

. . stage by our relationship with oyr
"According to Mr Martin, if the

agreement was looked at from an Irish
perspective, the absence of Britain from
key discussions and regulations rep-
resented 'a huge threat to our long-term
economic prospects. They are both our

neighbour, is now in Europe. Britain
casting off of the lines to the mainland
and drift into the mid-Atlantic does ndt
change that reality" (Editorial, 1
December 2011).

The tax rates will remain the same as

will the tax bands. The much derided
Universal Social Charge remains in place
but from 1st January 2012, the exemption

level will be raised from 4,004 to 10,036
largest trading partner and our biggest

competitor. The tens of thousands of jobs Itis an ext_raordinar_y development thit euro.l NO(-)”nEm le?ims éhgt nﬁarlyh330,000

dependent on the financial services sectorV€ have a Fianna Fail leader who canpotP€ople will be a ected by this change. It

are only part of the areas for concern’.” Say anything like that. A leader who |s iS surprising that over one-sixth of the

(ibid.). more concerned with pandering to the workforce are earning less than 10,036.

alleged needs of ‘financial services' thanWho are these people? It could only be

This is pathetic. Britain will always establishing a positive relationship with part-time workers, such as students and
want a trading relationship—no more and the Europe that is now emerging. Wha} ahousewives. Another category is non-EU
noless—whichis whatthey always wanted turn up for the books! migrantworkers in the hospitality industry
with Europe. Trade will continue. He  Thelrish Timeswas part of, and is heif Whose employers have obtained exempt-
cannotseriously be suggesting thatIrelancko, the Anglo-Irish element in Ireland arjd ions from the minimum wage legislation.
should be so concerned aboutits financialone quality they developed was anantefina  The Government has made a commit-
services' competing with those of the City to detect how the political wind wajs mentnotto increase income tax during its
of London's that the future of the Euro plowing from Whitehalland howto attunfe term. Inmy view this is cowardly. Income
should be compromised? These are thetself to it. Now they detect that the wind taxes are fairer because they affect the
'services' which gave rise to the bankingto be attuned to is coming from Berlin afd better-off more thanthose onlowincomes.
crisis in the first place. Those profiting by Europe. Their survival instinct in this But from a political point of view they
them would have included their mothers regard has not deserted them and it npaymplicate the Government. The employee's
in credit default swaps if it helped their prove stronger than that of Fianna Faills! Payslip shows clearly why his take-home
'services' profit! Jack Lane | pay is less whereas for indirect taxes the
increase in prices can be blamed on greedy
retailers.

If Mr. Martin has any doubt about thig,
or has forgotten it, he should note the vigw
of the current Business Minister in the
British Cabinet, Vince Cable of the Lib BUdgEt )
Dems. He told the Andrew Marr show dn continued
the BBC on 18th December:Our big

The previous Government agreed with
the IMF and the European authorities to
increase the standard rate of VAT by 2 per
cent: 1 per centin 2013 and 1 per centin
banks were at the very centre of the fingn-IMF/EU we would still have a debt to 2014. Noonan decided to increase the rate
cial crisis, what the Europeans call Anglg- GNP ratio which is rising above 100%. by 2%to23%allinone goin2012. He had
Saxon financial capitalism. It needs  Perhapsthe current Governmentwouldsome interesting things to say about the
reform."He elaborated latetwe need to| not have introduced the Bank Guaranteethreat of cross border shopping:
put the whingeing of the City to one sifle even though Fine Gael voted for it in "For the majority of the past twenty
and concentrate on delivering our cofe opposition and Labour only objected toit ~ years, the VAT differential between the
narrative, to achieve growth by rebalang- on the grounds of the powers accorded to Republic and Northern Ireland has been
ing the UK economy(Dec. 20th). Cabld the Minister for Finance. Butsincethe last ~ SY2Per centand itwas as high asper

- . . centasrecently as 2009. After the increase
seesthe need.to put_thelnt(_erestofbusw esElection both guaranteed and unguaran- | am announcing today, the differential
before these 'financial services' ofthe Cjty teed senior debt in the bank formerly il be 3 per cent. | do not expect an
and here we have an lIrish Party leadlerknown as Anglo-Irish Bank have been

: increase in cross border shopping as a
who seems prepared to do the oppositd byrepaid. result of the VAT increase".




The depreciation of sterling has contri- will be of no benefit to them. per cent to 30 per cent
buted to cross-Border shopping in the Other than that, he confirmed the - Reduction in the Group A tax-free
North, but it would be foolish to dismiss decision made by his predecessor that threshold for Capital Acquisitions Tax
the difference in VAT rates as a factor. In mortgage interest relief will no longer be  from 332,084 to 250,000 euro
recent months sterling has appreciatedavailable to house purchasers who pur-- Increase in DIRT from 27 per cent to
against the Euro. If Noonan had cut thechase after the end of 2012 and will be 30 per cent
VAT rate (financed by increases inincome fully abolished from 2018. But, for those - Broadeningthe base for PRSI through
taxes), we could have had Northernwho wish to buy a home in 2012, first- removal of the remaining 50 per cent
shoppers coming down to Dublin. And time buyers will get mortgage interest employer PRSI relief on employee
what would have been wrong with that?! relief at a rate of 25 per cent rather than pensions

the 15 per cent proposed by the previous- Further broadening of the base for

A casual observer of the Irish political Government; and non-first time buyers PRSI to cover rental, investment and
scene might come to the conclusion thatwill benefit from relief at 15 per cent  other forms of income from 2013
Fianna Fail (along with its cronies in the instead of the reduced rate of 10 per cent Increasing the rate of notional distrib-
Galway tent) fuelled a property boom by proposed by the last Government. Again ution on the highest value Approved
various tax reliefs with disastrous con- it is difficulty to understand the current Retirement Funds or (ARFs) and similar
sequences for the economy. Such arGovernments thinking. Kick-starting the  products to 6 per cent
observer might assume that a new enlight-Property market is not the solution to our - Increasing the rate of tax on the transfer
ened Governmentwould eliminate all such €conomic problems. of an ARF on death to a child over 21
reliefs. That was at least the rhetoric ofthe Noonan suggested in his speech that from 20 per cent to 30 per cent
Government parties when they were in legacy property reliefs must be reduced.- Abolishing thée'citizenship'condition
opposition. But he claims that the previous Govern- for payment of the Domicile Levy so as

Noonan pointed out that at its peak the Ment's proposals to do precisely that were to ensure that "tax exiles" cannot avoid
development and construction sector Unworkable. His approach seems to be to it by renouncing their citizenship
consisted of 20 per cent of GDP; it is now Make haste slowly. He thinks small
5 per cent. It is likely that, as surplus investors will be vulnerable toinsolvency ~ However, although the EU/IMF Prog-
property is sold, the pendulum will if they lose these reliefs and on this basisfamme commits us to move to standard
gradually swing back to a more normal has not proceeded with the proposals pufate reliefon pension contributions, Noon-
level. Nevertheless Noonan feels that heforward by the previous Government in @0 does notpropose to do this. This would
o e ss ToPnan oS A e ast year's Budget. But itis difficult to see '2V€ been more equitable than the levies
should do something about this. yes 9 . on pension funds, which he didimplement.

He reduced the Stamp Duty rate for how withdrawing property reliefs would
commercial property transfers from the Cause insolvency since they are only of CORPORATION TAX
current top rate of 6 per cent to a flat ratebenefit to those who are making profitsor - The Government has no intention of
of 2 per centin respect of all non-residential #&ing an income (i.e. people who aretampering with our Corporation Tax rates.
property, including farmland as well as Solvent). I have supported the 12.5% rate in the past
commercial and industrial buildings. He ~ Noonan did however introduce a prop- on pragmatic and national grounds. But
seems to think that this will stimulate the €rty relief surcharge of 5 per cent, which all good things come toanend. The current
property market antindirectly” have a  Willbeimposed oninvestorswithanannual rate might well have outlived its useful-
positive effect on jobs in the construction 9rossincome over 100,000 euro. This will ness. There is no doubt that our member-
and related activities. But there is already@PPly on the amount of income shelteredship of the Eurozone is more important
a surplus of commercial property on the by property reliefs in a given year. Reliefs than our low Corporation Tax rate. Other
market. Reducing Stamp Duty will not in Section 23 type investments will not be countries in Eastern Europe have far lower
stimulate construction. He is reducing a terminated or otherwise restricted for rates.
revenue source for the State for no goodinvestors with an annual gross income  About 30 years ago we had a zero rate
reason. If there is a problem of hoarding Under 100,000 euro. for export profits and a 50% rate for

vacant properties the obvious solution is  One of the most controversial measuresdemestic profits. When this was deemed
to impose site taxes on these properties.\yas the Household Charge of 100 euro,UNacceptable by our European partners
It is also difficult to understand why There are various exemptions for this and/€ M0ved to a 10% manufacturing rate
Noonan is exempting from Capital Gains j; applies to owners and not tenants. Itand a 40% ra_te for other activities. This
Tax for a seven year period property pur-could be said that it is still inequitable. W3S alS0 considered unacceptable and as a
chased up until the end of 2013. Why is it owever the amount is quite small. It is result in the last 20 years the two rates
necessary in these straitened times to givéyeing introduced as a first step in a moredradually converged at a 12.5% rate.
a tax incentive to property speculation? comprehensive and equitable property tax, " MY View there mustbe away accept-

Noonan decided to give tax relief to which will be implemented by 2014. On ?(?Igéo t_thU :g][e?;?]?:?tlt\;e i?g;ﬁ::ﬁts
purchasers of property during the heightthis basis it is difficult to disagree with it There %ll\alve Eeen nurlnerouxs Hews :
of the boom. The rate of mortgage interestsince much of Irish wealth is held in the e paper
relief will be increased to 30 per cent for form of property and unlike other forms of reportsr:ndlcatlngf;[hat_magy French en_lt_er-
first-time buyers who took out their first wealth it is not mobile. ggsli\sN aa;/ 68;? i—heeCtggve?,:Fnoéﬁzl?s?mjg
mortgage between 2004 and 2008. There . )
is no doubt that such people have suffered Other measures that are difficult to explore the options qvallabllle rather than
for their decisions, but in most cases theydisagree with include the following: persisting with a sterile "no" to the EU.
are capable of repaying their mortgages.- Increase in the Capital Acquisitions PusLic ExPENDITURE CUTS
The people who have really suffered are Tax from 25 per cent to 30 per cent Most people felt that they had escaped
those who also lost their jobs. This relief - Increase Capital Gains Tax from 25 relatively unscathed from Noonan. The



bad news was left to Labour's Brendansive and ranged from almost 9% at Clericalmeasure might reduce this towards the
Howlin on the previous day. This is Officer Level to over 23% at Secretary minimum. Also there must be many
unlikely to change in future Budgets. The General Level. On a similar basis, a companies that are barely surviving. In
refusal to countenance income tax inc- Teacher would have incurred a reductionthe past an accountantin a small company
reases is likely to make life very difficult of 12%, a Staff Nurse over 10.5%, a Gardalooking to make redundancies would at
for Howlin for the remainder of this over 11% while a middle-ranking public leastbe able to count onthe 60% rebate. A
Government's term. servant at Higher Executive Officer level 15% rebate might not be enough avoid the
Howlin began his speech with the would have sustained areduction of 12.3%.company going in to liquidation.
following stark statistic: from 2007 to On balance | would support the
2010 the annual tax revenue fell from The rates of payments of Child Benefit reduction in the rebate, but it is a very
47.25 billion to 31.75 billion euro. for all children will be"standardised;’  arguable case.
Unfortunately for the Minister for Public giving a saving of 43 million a year. This
Expenditure and Reform, the adjustmentmeans that the third and subsequent child  Howlin had a myriad of other cost-
will be largely made through public will be on the same level as the first two saying measures: many of which will
expenditure cuts rather than increases irchildren. Lastyear, when Lenihanreducedgyersely affect low-income families.
taxes. Itlooks like Labour will performits  the payment to the third child, Michael ajso, many of the efficiency savings look
traditional roll of being Fine Gael's Noonan humorously suggested that theyg this writer to be very optimistic. | can
mudguard. Minister must have been bullied by a third oy hope that | am wrong.
The implosion in tax revenue was child. One can only conclude that the
largely caused by the collapse in the diminutive Howlin must have had a torrid CONCLUSION
property market. The previous Govern- childhood. Only the first two children  Thjs Budget could and maybe should
ment was not wrong to have had high spared him! have been much tougher than it was. The
property transaction taxes. At least the Howlin seems to accept the advice of ggyernment needs to demonstrate that it
State benefited from the property boom. Civil Servants that means testing ortaxing can consistently achieve its targets. The
Its real error was to believe that this could child benefitis impractical. Thisis reminis- eyperience of the 1980s shows that it is
go on indefinitely and thereby became cent of another Labour politician (Ruairi petter to front-end load the pain so as to
dependent on these taxes. It is sometimeQuinn) whowas told thatitwas impractical 4y0id prolonging the recession.
said that "we" did not benefit from the to introduce Tax Credits, but a couple of  Thanks to Brian Lenihan's Budget, the
boom. But the State—which is "us” in a years later Charlie McCreevy had no General Government Deficit for this year
democracy—did benefit and could avoid difficulty implementing this progressive || pe 10.1 per cent of GDP. This is less
raising revenue from other sources. measure. than the 10.6 per cent required by the EU/
Howlin's cuts will contribute 2.2 billion IMF Programme.
out of the total budget adjustment of 3.8 The basic level of social welfare rem-  The General Government Deficit target
billion. Of the 2.2 billion, 755 millionwill - ained untouched but most of the otheror 2012 is 8.6 per cent of GDP. Next year,
come from capital expenditure and the social welfare payments were reduced Ofthe pepartment of Finance is forecasting
remaining 1.4 billion from currentexpend- restricted. For example Howlin expects to g, increase of 1.3 per centin the volume of
iture. Itis disappointing that some worth- save 5.9 million by increasing the payment G pp with around a 22 per cent increase
while projects, such as Metro North, have week from 5 to 6 days. So someone on &p, nominal GDP. This appears optimistic.
been postponed. Millions have alreadythree day week will get 2/6ths of the
been spent on consultancy for this project.benefit rather than 2/5ths. This will also  The pudget was largely a continuation
In the current environment there is a needhave implications for sick pay. ofthe policies of Fianna Fail with a greater
for the State to be more active in the =~ _ . emphasis on indirect taxation and hidden
economy because of the decline in private  Similarly the Government has decided o 005 “Much of the heavy lifting had
sector economic activity. to reduce the fuel season from 32 to 26a|ready been done by Lenihan's Budget.
Many of Howlin's announcements are Weeks. Isn't global warming great?! This o eyt twelve months will be a real test
a continuation of policies initiated by the Will save 51 million nextyear. Changesto q¢ . g overnments mettle. It is likely
previous Government. The public service the one-parent family payment will save , .+ 5 nsequent Budgets will need to be
pay bill will fall by 400 million euro in ~ 20.7 million. tougher.
2012. By the end of this year, the numbers
employed in the Public Service will be from 60% to 15% for redundancy pay-
below 300,000. Nextyear, the Government . - 7
ments will save 81 million. This is an

E?gij?t;i?lécggge size of Public SerVlceinteresting one. Following the recent high-

There will be a reduction of 37.500 o profile closing of a call centre in the South- Look Up the
129% of staff. against 2008 Ievels’ east, the Government must have thought
N » ag i that it was helping to make employees
Through reduced numbers, through the . .
ay cuts that were applied in 2010 (i.e theredundant. Another way of looking at it is Athol Books
prgvious Governm:rf)t) and throu .h .the that it was helping the employer to make
previc . 19 decentredundancy payments. On the face
ongoing pension related deduction, the fit the reduction in the reb il mak hi he I
overall cost of paying public servants wil of it the reduction in the rebate will make archive on the Internet

have fallen by 3.5 billion euro, or 20% itmore expensive to make people redund-

. ant. That cannot be a bad thing. However,
over the 7 year period from 2008 to 2015. the extra cost might be transferred to the WWW.athOlbOOkS.Ol‘g

The impact of the pay reduction on the employee. In general, multinationals pay
gross pay of public servants was progres-above the statutory minimum. The new

A reduction in the employer rebate John Martin




Review: Northern Ireland What Is It?  Professor Mansergh Changes His Mind by attitude of the British Army towards WW2

Brendan Clifford. 278pp. Index. ISBN 978-1-874157-25-0. A Belfast Magazine No. 38. as noticed by Ralph Ingersoll who was
2011. €18, £15. sent by the American Army to England in

1942 in order to discuss the opening of the
Second Front in France against Germany
but Britain, as the paragraph reads, didn't

ThOUghtS On Northern Ireland want any serious military engagements at

This work goes into great detail about enough to a break-in. The policeman wasthatmoment. This attitude musthave been
that undemocratic entity known as nothing more than embarrassed. Furthercontagious for British Army personnel
Northern Ireland, how it was deliberately along that road you would see a policeman@ways seemed to on a picnic in Northern
setoutside the British democratic political chatting to some girls and another one!réland.n Carryduff, County Downwhere
system as an irritant to what was thensitting on a chair beside a street stall!livedtherewas campwithits own cricket
called the Irish Free State, how the Protestjoking with the public who were buying Pitch on which soldiers seemed to play
ant community was put in charge of the vegetables. A sure way of gathering cricket all day until sunset during the
Catholic community resulting in a one- Intelligence even though they weren't Summer. Then came the US Army who
party partial province that became known probably deliberately trying to do so. But {00k over the camp. They parked their
asthe Six Counties. If you're not convinced at the top of the road was the Short Strand1€aVy trucks on the cricket pitch which
by Clifford's argument then, inmy opinion, a tough Catholic ghetto which had won Started a British army officer swearing at
you would prefer not to know the truth. many battles against attempted Protestant?®m but the US troops still kept parking
Certainly it makes me feel that | have pogroms. and churning up the pitch until it became
wasted a good few years barking up the It's hard to know what position the & muddy ploughed field.
wrong tree whether it be in Belfast or newly recruited Catholics to the PSNI  Catholicsinthe Carryduff area number-
London but in reading this book you'll might be in concerning the Protestant and®d about seventy out of maybe two
have found the right tree. It is an honestCatholic communities. Around the 1940s thousand Protestants during WW2.
book by a manwho is not afraid to examine and early 1950s there were still remnantsAnother thirty Catholics came from
his own personal situation while living in of the old RIC from the South in the RUC. Outside the area from Drumbo when the
Belfast a good part of his life, coming They either patrolled the city centre of US Army opened up its chapel to the
from the opposite end of the country from Belfast or the Falls Road. Neither Protest-Catholics. This brought a Protestant
Cork via London. He handles many sub-ant nor Catholic communities wanted démonstration outside the camp in which
jects with great skill and has been anthem. The Protestants at around theStones were thrown at the sentries. The
active and a busy observer of life in the Six beginning of the 20th Century felt they answer of that Army was to send out an
Counties like in the cultural field when he would one day enforce Home Rule and @'moured half-trackmounted with aheavy
tackles dialect and poetry and the speciaimany of their barracks were put under Machine-gun which fired over the heads
relationships the Protestant community siege in the Protestant areas with stone®fthe demonstrators. Anyway the Protest-
have had, for example, with their police being thrown and shots being fired from antgirlsinthe areahadabetter relationship
force. the barracks in retaliation, killing anumber With the US Army which some say might

of the demonstrators. On the Falls Roadhave caused the demo though we as

Certainly it is true to say the RUC as their accents were mocked and childrenCatholics compromised and saw the demo
been the Protestant People's Police angointing toy guns at them had their ears@S having dual purposes. The Mass
still is to some extent as the PSNI (Police slapped. They were usually a fine body of continued with a priest from Belfast and
Service Northern Ireland). A couple of men standing well over six feet and well- W0 US soldiers as altar boys.
years ago when visiting East Belfast | built. They made the most of Belfastmales  This conflict also broke out in mainly
noticed an elderly woman practically look like runts. Catholic Downpatrick possibly also with
dragging a policeman to her door while dual reasons like jealously over girls and
scolding him for not reacting quickly Brendan also brings up the lackadaisicalthe idea that the US Army might invade

Report publicity because of his Hunger Strike of  Mclintyre, a Site Manager for Coalpoft

PI’iOI'y Hall 53 days .in the Maze in 1980. After'his Development, has been described by the
. release in 1989, he left the republicanCompany itself as having overseen onlits

And The Irish News movement and worked in the building behalf'all facets of constructing building
trade. sites from initial stages to completion

On 18th October, tHash Newsarried . .
' : : . He was its lead agent at Priory Hall from
a story about the Priory Hall development  What therish Newsfailed to mention, 2007 to 2011. It is said that informatign
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Striker's Tenants Get Two Days To Evacu-Sinn Fein forselling out the struggle. He negative publicity because his yoIitics sujts
ate, and named Thomas McFeely as ais known in particular for his work as itsg enerPaI antZSinn Fein pro aganha
part-owner of Coalport Development, the "historical researcher"and the Boston offe?\sive whilst taraettin MchgeIg for
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None of the other owners were named.republicans, given to be published after, " ©o oo 0 00
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the neutral South. The US Army did enter ation not to be driven out of the area with as something he likes, the way of speech
Northern Ireland like an invading army. his Catholic family, he had become the as spoken. It's a great pity then it is being
In one incident a bus of the Northern catalyst for re-building the Catholic forced into the straitjacket of a so-called
Ireland Transport Board was blocking a populationin Carryduff. But he did protect Ulster-Scots language. Dialect can never
narrow country road and apparently not us at the risk of his own life. be a language. It has been said back in
going fast enough. A US officerinajeep Bishop Mageean was a grassroots1964 in abook calledlster Dialects—an
drew along the bus and shot the driverbishop and a realist who preferred to Introductory SymposiunThough it was
dead, plunging the bus over the hedge andpproach the Protestant problem with printed by HMSO (Her Majesty's Station-
down a twenty-foot gradient. Then there stealth. If | had of being aware of his ery Office) and published by the Ulster
were the odd outbreak of shoot-outs outlook on trying to convince the English Folk Museum, it brings in the nine Coun-
between black and white US soldiers in public about the plight of the Northern ties of Ulster. This book considers the
some camps. The US camp in Carryduff Catholic as futile | would never have gone Elizabethan Englishinfluence in the Ulster
consisted of the 608th Quartermasternearthe Connolly Association in London. language as well as the Lowland Scots
Graves Registration Company plusburial Onavisitbackto Carryduffafewyears and the Irish language influence in the
parties for D-Day. The camp had a pre-ago | saw a sight | thought would never bedialect or dialects, for there are a number
ponderance of army padres. One Mormonrealised in my life. It was the introduction of them. But one thing is missing that
and one Jehovah Witness padre camef Gaelic football to the area: Carryduff Clifford brought up and that is the Scot's
round the doors regularly inuniformtrying GAC, Ceathru Aodha Dhuibh CLC, Gaelic influence. Scots Catholics also
to convert the inhabitants of Carryduff. founded 1972. migrated to the North maybe to settle or
Obviously the Belfast priest Father Pender's Census of Ireland (1659)were settled.
Kelly had approached the US authorities makes reference to Caroduff (Carryduff)  Their influence isn't mentioned by the
about allowing Catholics to use the US as having a population of twelve residentsUIster-Scots people. There are many Scots
chapel. When the US Army left the —eleven Scottish and English and only Catholic names around the North,
Carryduff Camp it was filled with Gibral- one native Irish. As time went on a much especially in West Belfast. | see the Ulster-
tarian refugees who had been evacuatedarger Catholic Church had to be built in Scots movement as an attempt to combat
from The Rock during WW2 and were Carryduff because of the rise in the Cath-the spread of the Irish language and with
waiting to return. This was another Cath- olic population. It was allowed to be built having a sectarian agenda. There can be
olic influx into the area which didn't go by the Castlereagh Borough Council no one Ulster-Scots language as dialects
down well with the Protestant community. providing it could not be seen from the differ from County to County and even
But the Gibraltarian flashed knives very road. So a great hollow was made in thefrom townland to townland. My mother
quickly when accosted or had sectarianfield. It seems the old church on the hill from Tyrone had many dialect words to
slogans shouted at them so they were lefhad disturbed them. This new church camethe complete opposite of my father who
alone. into being in 2002. It had taken 350 yearsknew some from an urban Belfast environ-
. for the Catholics to have a Church in the ment. Cheap canvas shoes in Tyrone were
Bolstered by this large refugee popula- . AR
. : . .~ Carryduff/Drumbo area again. The old called'guttiesbut in Belfast they became
tion the Catholic Church decided to build . o . .
; . Catholic Church of the 17th Century is 'mutton-dummiesMy mother, a bit of as
a Church. The foundation stone was laid. . . -
) . . justa stump of around tower in the groundssnob, only used her dialect words to satirise
in May, 1945 and blessed and dedicated i : . :
of a Protestant Church in Drumbo. people, especially Protestant bigots. My
1946. Paddy Mallon, a local owner of a . .
. The Carryduff Catholic Church gives father, the eternal student and self-
1930s motor inn, donated the land free. It . N .
X . _the figures of 100 Catholic living in educator, only used his when angry and
was on a hill and could be seen for miles. : o 7 X
Mallon was a wealthy man and had madeCarryduff in 15_)46, in 1966—600: in s!|ghtly out of contrgl. | dared not use
1986—2,500; in 2002—6,000. Quite an dialect words when in the home. At the
a lot of money out of the US Camp per- : . . : .
o . increase from that solitary native Irish local Protestant school no pupil also dared
sonnel plus, itbeing the only pubin Carry- : . .
: backin 1659. And why should | be gleeful use a dialect word or they would find
duff, the Protestant community were .
) when | am a total non-believer, when | themselves pulled to the front of the class
forced to use it. It was usually full after the . .
. have never been able to believe in aby the ear, male or female. So the
numerous Orange parades. Again there . S .
. .~ supreme being, even as a child. I've neveplayground became the place to bring out
was uproar about a Catholic Church being . ) . ? . .
i ; been an atheist for | never believed in thethe dialect and enter into a competition for
builtinadominant Protestantarea. Mallon, . : . . :
first place. At times it felt like having one the best ones.
who was also a landlord and owner of a lot

of property and with influence, had the chromosome missing. | had had my First

. ) : Communion in the US Army Camp
.RUC guarq the site from its foundations to followed by Confirmation inthe new 1946 Ic
its completion. He fed them well and kept

them in drink. Bishop Mageean, whom Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Brendan mentions, came to dedicate ancJ was a bit young for being a dissenter but

bless the completed Church. My mother n the en.d bein.g.a Northern Catholic is my
was introduced to him as a Catholic stal- nat|onal|t.y. W|II|§ Gallagher, a former
wart who resisted the bigots of Carryduff .Conl]g:s%mSt Shc?ctjt'Sh MFt:,I_came tq Belﬁst
by suffering their slings and arrows n : to 01d- @ public mgetlng. €
through hell and high water. Little did he Prociaimed himself a non-believer to the
know, it was my father, a Protestant, who mainly I?'rotestant aud|eqce. A ‘heckler
was keeping his Catholic family in sho‘uted: What are you go'|_ng todo wh<.an
Protestant areas out of his fear of living in XI(,)I;JJ;?” your death bed?is reply was: together if | were to write them into some
a Catholic one. The Bishop would never ' sentences.

know that, through my father's determin-  The author mentions the Ulster dialect So many words are the image of a
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I recently wrote down the dialect words
ould remember and came to near three
hundred, but | couldn't make a language
out of that. Examining an Ulster-Scots
dictionary | found it to be full of bits and
pieces from all over the Six Counties with
rural mixed with urban, County mixed
with County, and townland mixed with
townland. A number of dialect words that
I know weren't even mentioned. They are
mainly Carryduff and Belfast dialect
words. | would never want to mix them



person for the words speak of metaphor Finally, Brendan writes of Seamus Instinctively operating on similar lines as
and metaphor is one of the joys of NorthernHeaney and his poeiockerfrom the  Bishop Mageean about the futility of
language. Someone may say in a ruralcollection:Death ofa NaturalistThefirst  telling the English public about the plight
area, to describe someone going red with/erse startsThere, in the cormner, staring  of the Northern Catholic, you didn't try to
anger, asGoing red in the combA hen's &t his drink./The cap juts like a gantry's 4o the Ulster Protestant how Catholics

comb of course when they becamecrOSSbeam'“ The second verse starts suffer in order to convert them to a non-

: with: "That fist would drop a hammer on : .
aggressive to one another. Anurban PErsor, ~atholic—". Firstofall he's not a docker S€ctarian approach. There is no such a

trying to describe someone in a similar \yn unloads shipsin port, he's ashipyard-thing there as a non-sectarian approach in
situation my look around quickly to find - man making ships and his cap could neverthe Six Counties. Sectarianism is a way of
some expression withis face turned as ook like "a gantry's crossbeam" life and you get to know what is benign
red as that car's tail-light'You just can't | doubt if Heaney has ever been to aand what can be terminal. If terminal, it's
have one overall language to deal with shipyard. Those gantries are long gone towar and in ceasefire times you have to
that. Their dictionary also isn't earthy. be replaced by the huge Goliath cranetake things by stealth as Bishop Mageean
Maybe it can't, because it would have to standing at 315 feet and the Samson at 348nd Father Kelly did in restoring the
admitthat some Elizabethan English wordsfeet in 1969. There were gantries when |Catholic Church to Carryduff after 350
and expressions still exist in the Six worked in the Belfast shipyard but | didn't years.
Counties like for exampleHe's fairly  see any looking like bucklep(flat cap): Protestant militancy in the shipyard
failed’, meaning ill-health and losing mostly they were roosts for hundreds of was a minority expression in more benign
weight. The earthy bit missing istungry- thousands of starlings at night. Also, ship-times. The vast number of the 30,000
lukin’ whoor'. It can mean being sterile or yardmen didn't drop hammers on Catho-Protestants working there during my time
being over ambitious. Everything animate lics. They mostly dropped them on one there were just the universal worker you
and inanimate seems to bevAoorup  another by accident, especially when work-will find everywhere in the world. There
North. ing in the vast engine-rooms of ships. isatime nearthe 12th of July (Orangeman's
Inthe mid-Fifties I travelled extensively There had been pogromsinthe early 1920$€ay) inthe shipyard when as they sthe
through the North delivering flour and against Catholics working in the shipyard blood is up', a sort of a cooling off towards
animal feed. | never came across anyone hecause the then management allowed i€atholics but like a bad cold it is soon
couldn't understand, yet the UISter-Scots, hannen, During the 30-year War, the over. Shipyard Catholics generally didn't
dictionary gives sentences as difficult t0 .\ o ment forbade this under the painspread itaround in their neighbourhood of
understand as some of Rabbie Burns's i Falls Road/Glen Road that they worked in
poetry. Dialect words are usually mixed of_belng sacl_<ed and barred from the ) e y
into a sentence that contains plain EnglishShipyard for life. Result—no pogroms, the shipyard. It wouldn't fit the myths of
words and if you don't completely under- though one Catholic was murdered by those still IIV_Ing in the early 1920s. I've
stand aword you can have a good guess b§omeone entering the shipyard from out-been good friends withyoung Orangemen
it sound and emphasis. Florence Maryside, obviously tipped off by someone and B'Specials and the born-again in the
Wilson wrote the balladhe Man From inside or the killer couldn't have found his shipyard, for that's how things work. There
God Knows Wherbout Thomas Russell  way around such a vastindustrial complex.exists such as work-relationships or ahuge
of County Cork when he was active in Some Protestant Trade-Union shop stew-heavy industry like a shipyard couldn't
County Down with the United Irishmen  5r4s had permission to carry handguns tdunction.
and later the ill-fated Emmett's Rebellion, protect themselves or any of theirmembers | read somewhere that Seamus Heaney
after which Russell was hanged on thecpeing threatened with death. Their finesthad decided to live in Dublin after the
21stof October, 1803. She doesn'tgo ma irati - i blication of his poenDocker It appears
with her dialect words and therefore aSPirationwasto be non sectarlan_butthapu : P L
heightens the tension and atmosphere ofVaS iImpossible so the next best thing waghe was being threatened. After | read the
the ballad. You know for sure this poet 10 tone down sectarianism. It was remark-poem | felt like also threatening him and
comes from North County Down. Try able during such a bitter period for the sending him on his way to that West Brit
writing in Ulster-Scots without a word of  shipyard to be the safest place to be. Jodantasising literary mob in Dublin.
plain English. Cabhill, one of founders of the Provisional Seamus Heaney once said that the Ulster

We used to talk of Ballymercotch  |RA, who died aged 84 in July 2004, 4,0 belonged to an older Ulster, and
but notas alanguage butin referring to theworked in the shipyard as a joiner during gy, 4 stay there, I suppose he meant to
accentused sounding Scottish. The Ulsterthe 1950s/60s. He eventually contacted '
Scots crowd claim an interpreter might be asbestosis, sued Harland & Wolff, and
needed when talking to such a person. lwas awarded £30,000 in May 2004. He
have worked with the Ballymer&cotch  said himself that he had no problems
and understood every word. lan Paisley,yorking in the shipyard with his Protestant
senior, was born in Ahoghill, a village '\ qrkmates. Danny Morrison's father also

four miles from Ballymena town. A joke ; ; .
prevalent in the 1950s says thfgtoghill worked in the shipyard as a painter andmatterastreacheryfrom afellow Catholic,
told me he had no problems.

is where soda bread is called pastry' considering the gnashing of teeth from
Meaning strong rural Scottish accent, | had a Protestant name as a CatholicUlster Protestant poets at his getting the
rough food. Paisley obviously modified anq peing a communist agitator: | had noNobel Prize for Literature. There is also
his accent for public speaking but he still problems though it probably leaked out that coterieof Ulster academia in the
Eie;s n;[hl\?egzgﬁmtﬁgaHrglis\l/v %%%egé} g:(ek;/v(;flfwhat | really was, in such a family- University of British Columbia, which |
in BaIIymena,’where his motherstiII’Iives. o_rientated_ area like Northern Irelanq. | came across during a visit ther_e n 1979,
Four or five years ago the Ballymena didn't notice the more overt Catholics who feel it |saNor.thern Catholic victory
Borough Council rejected a mofion to having any problems. Of course there isthatshould be contmuallyd_ragged through
give him the Freedom of Ballymena. With Sectarian talk going on all around you the mud by way of preferring Yeats.
aname like that he is obviously a Catholic. every day but you've got to ride with it. Wilson John Haire

say. No doubt many of his poems are
beautifully constructed with elegant lang-
uage but it's like ringing the doorbell of a
well-appointed house and getting no ans-
wer for no one has ever lived there. He
would probably see my notion on this



intransigent position and the Government47,000. (Remember in the case of the

has meekly acquiesced. The truth is farPromissory Notes the real interest costs

S h t more embarrassintiie Irish Government ~ are likely to be far less than 17 billion over
orts has been wasting everyone's timecut  the 20 year period).

in the interest rate on Promissory Notes _ Sinn Féin's line is even more nonsen-

from would only mean that the IBRC (a State sical._lt is cIaiming that t_hg cost of_ the
Promissory Notes is 74 billion. It arrives

the Long Fellow institution) wou_ld rgce?ve less moneyfr(_)m atthis figure by charging interest onthe 47
another State institution. A rescheduling pijiion for ten years (why stop at 10?1). So

of the debt involving the State repaying sinn Féin is not only including interest on
Promissory NOTES the Promissory Notes over alonger periodthe principal (as Fine Gael does), but
The Irish Time<16.12.11) reported: would have a similar effect: the value of char_gmg interest again on the _pr|nc|pa|
¢ ) rep the payments to IBRC would be less. But and interest of the 47 billion to arrive at the
the underlying financial position would 'real’ cost.
not have changed. So, unless bondholders

"...the Government has quietly down-
graded its campaign to persuade the
European Central Bank to change the

terms of the 30 billion euro of promissory are ‘burnt—which has been ruled out— i FiannA FAIL
notes it issued to bail out Anglo Irish the State would stillhave tofind the money __ Itis difficult to understand why Fianna
Bank..." to pay the IBRC. Fail has been so passive while all this is
being said. Perhaps it hopes that, like
It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that George Foreman in the famdusmble in
the Government—and in particular Mich- SOLVENCY AND LIQuIDITY the jungle'fight against Muhammad Alj,
ael Noonan—has been pursuing a red Readers might well ask why has the {he Government parties and Sinn Féin will
herring for the last year. financing of the IBRC been made So hynch themselves out. But if this ever

Before the last General Election Fine complicated. The reason is that when thenappens there is no guarantee that Fianna
Gael and Labour gave the impression thatfinancial crisis first emerged the ECB E3j| jike Ali will be still standing.
Senior Debt could be 'burned' if the printed money or—to be technical—  FjannaFailhas notonly a party political
Government would only stand up to the pumped Emergency Liquidity Assistance guty, but a national duty to defend its
EU. When the new Government decided (ELA) into distressed banks on the yecord in Government. Its failure to do so
not to confront the EU, Noonan and his understanding that the banks had aliquiditynas degraded political discourse in this
colleague Brian Hayes pretended that aproblem and that these 'loans’ at verylowcoumry_
new and better deal could be obtainedinterestrateswould be repaid very quickly.
over the Promissory Notes. The benefitof As the crisis developed it became clear The BUDGET
this strategy was sold by giving a falsely thatthis ELAwould notbe repaid quickly. The Budget was not as bad as most
negative impression of the existing deal. The ECB found that it was, in effect, o010 expected and yet the Government
The previous Governmentissued Prom- subsidising various countries (e.g.Ireland)appe(,m:)d quite fragile, notwithstanding
issory Notes of about 31 billion to Anglo whose banks were insolvent. If the EU oo nynelming majority. It was surpris-
and Irish Nationwide (now thesh Bank ~ was one country with one regulatory i, see Michael Noonan raise the white
Resolution Corporation). These Promis- authority this might be acceptable. But it flag so quickly on Disability Benefit for
sory Notes or IOUs can be used as collateralsn't. _ _ ___under 18 year olds in response to some
by the bank to raise finance from our  The complicated mechanismdescribed, o " g “criticism from Fianna Fail's
Central Bank. The money from the Central above is a means of converting bank deby ;.\ - o McGrath on RTE'Brime Time
Bank is authorised by the ECB and our to sovereign debt. It is a way of forcing .ty o evious day the normally smooth
Central Bank does not pay interest on it. Irelandtotake responsibility foritsbanking 5 o2 pitte was caught saying that France
Thelrish Bank Resolution Corporation crisis. The ECB's position is not un- o,y Germany had more cloutthan Ireland
(IBRC) pays interest on the loans from the reasonable. The rest of the EU might well Sean Fleming of FF and Mary Lou Mc '
Central Bank of Ireland. But this is a case decide thatitisin its collective interests to 4 (SF) pounced on thfaux pas
of the left hand washing the right hand. help Ireland. Butthatis a political decision. Fleming said that Rabbitte was showing
The interest costs of one State institutiontis not the responsibility of the ECB. 5\ "iteriority complex in relation to the
(IBRC) represent profits to another (the ~We lrish, very understandably, want o5 interest and McDonald said all
Central Bank of Ireland). sovereignty when it comes to our tax "\ w0 < ot the EU were equal
The IBRC receives interest income for system, but want other people to sort out™ 4 this have been more than a slip of
the Promissory Notes from the State. Thisour banking system. That is not really a0 y,n4e by Rabbitte? The Government

interest income will equal a total of 16.8 defensible position. in its propaganda has been claiming that it
billion overa 20 year period. Butagain we was"restoring" the reputation of Ireland
are talking about the State dealing with Nonsense  abroad. The implication is that the

itself. 'I_'he 16.8 billion interest costto the  The Government parties and Sinn Féinreputation of Ireland has been damaged.
State is revenue fo the IBRC (a Statehave been allowed talk absolute nonsenserhis is not exactly a frame of mind
institution). , onthe banking crisis. Fine Gael and Labourconducive to asserting the national interest.
The real cost to the State is the cost ofwant to blame current problems on the  Finally, what can be said of Patrick
borrowing from non-State institutions 10  fajlings of the previous Government, while Nulty, Labour's By-Election winner?
repay the Promissory Notes. This s likely sinn Fein's strategy is to become the mainother Labour Party TDs could claim that
to be far less than the 16.8 billion in opposition party. But if propaganda has ihey were elected on a Labour Part
interest that it pays the IBRC. The reasonng relationship to the real world it becomes - y

for this is that we can now borrow from the jneffective. platform. Nulty, on the other hand, was
interest that is paid to the IBRC. Dail that the Promissory Notes will cost Ment had been agreed with Fine Gael.

us 47 billion euro. This is like a person Nothingin the Budget should have been a

AN EmBARRASSING CLIMBDOWN ?  saying that he bought a car for 30,000 eurgsurprise to him.
The Irish Timesreport gives the butbecause he paid 17,000 ininterestover All of this does not augur well for the
impression that the EU has taken ana twenty year period the "real" cost is Government. °
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ITEMS FROM ‘THE IRISH BULLETIN’ — 6

The “Irish Bulletin” (7th July 1919 — 11th Dec.1921) was the official organ of Dail Eireann during the 1919
— 1921 period. Lawrence Ginnell, then Director of Publicity for the Dail, first started it in mid 1919 as a “summary of
acts of aggression” committed by the forces of the Crown. This newssheet came out fortnightly, later, weekly. We
reprint below the summaries published for ~ December1919.

December:- Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th Total.
Raids:- 10 4 2 1 2 505 524.
Arrests:- 1 - 2 - - 4 7.
Sentences:- - - 2 1 - 3.
Proclamations -

& Suppressions :- - - - - 2 - 2.
Armed Assaults:- - - 2 - 1 - 3.
Courtmartials:- - - - - 1 2 3.
Daily Total:- 11 4 8 2 6 511 = 542
December:- &th 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th Total.
Raids:- - 8 5 53 121 11 188.
Arrests:- 4 4 3 9 32.
Sentences:- 5 4 - 1 1 - 11
Proclamations

& Suppressions:- - 2 3 - 1 2 8.
Deportations:- - - - - 9 - 9.
Armed Assaults:- - - - - - 1 1.
Courtmartials:- - - - - - - 0.
Daily Totals:- 9 18 11 60 131 20 249.
Date:- 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th 20th Total.
Raids:- 2 102 - 4 - 12 120
Arrests:- 1 2 - 2 1 - 6.
Sentences:- 6 2 3 - 1 18.
Courtmartials - - - - - 1 1.
Proclamations

& Suppressions:- 1 2 - - - - 3.
Armed Assaults:- 1 - - 1 - - 2.
Daily Total:- 11 108 3 7 2 19 150.




Date:- 22nd 23rd 24th 27th Total.
Raids:- 4 - 7 60 71.
Arrests:- 1 - 2 4 7.
Sentences:- - 1 - - 1.
Courtmartials 1 3 - - 4.
Suppressions:- - - 1 - 1.
Armed Assaults:- - - - 1 1.
Daily Totals:- 6 4 10 65 85.

30th December 1919.
HOW TO RESTORE LAW & ORDER.

Lord French in a message to the Town Council of Wallasey, Cheshire, says he will not be
deterred from the work of restoring law and order in his native land. Lord French was appointed
Viceroy of Ireland in May 1918. The following table of acts of aggression on the part of the
English Government in Ireland shows how he restores law and order.

1917. 1918. 1919.

Military Murders. 7 6 7
Deportations. 24 21 22
Armed Assaults on

Civilians. 18 81 82
Raids on Private Houses. 11 256 12,689
Arrests. 349 1,107 963
Courtmartials. 36 52 259
Sentences. 269 973 778
Proclamations &

Suppressions. 2 32 364
Suppressions of

Newspapers. 3 12 26

TOTAL. 719 2,624 15,390

In the six weeks ending the 20th of December of this year, Lord French’s forces raided
2,829 private houses, arrested 162 men and women charged with political offences, sentenced 126
of these men and women, disperse at the bayonet point 27 peaceful meetings, issued 39
proclamations and suppressions and deported four Irishmen without trial or charge, making a total
of 3,192 acts of provocations for six weeks as compared with a total of 719 such acts for the
whole year 1917. The sentences passed on “political” offenders in these six weeks totalled 49
years and three months.
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JoHN A. MURPHY the Institute of Education, Dublin, tutoring

In the free Cork newspape€ork atSt.tPatrick'stoIIef?ﬁ, Maxt/nooTth,bﬁing
an active member of the History Teacher's
es ahora * Independentl5th December 2011, there Association of Ireland and editing its

was a small side-bar profile of the above-
named under the title ofEmeritus

Professor of Irish History, UCCWhich her role in shaping the history of Ir_eland
"Happy the land thatneeds no heroes" |ecallsto mind G.B. Shaw's famous saying:Was colossal. In my article at the time, |

Bertold Brecht "Titles distinguistthe mediocre, embar- showed how she traced her formation as a

Whilstengaging with any kind of British  rass the superior, and, are disgraced by 'evisionistfrom those whom she regarded
media, whether watching the TV news or the inferior’ as be_lng in the forefront ofa_ new approach
reading newspapers there is no escaping The reason he has popped up again 0 Ifish history—people like Maureen
how militaristic British culture actually that he has brought out a bodkthere Wall, Dudley Edwards, Desmond Wil-
is. And the heroising of their war combat- Finbarr Played: A Concise lllustrated 13ms, KevinB. Nolanand Jack Watt. But
ants has reached almost farcical propor-History of Sport in University College MY biggest problem with her was her
tions. That of course is the prerogative of Cork, 1911-2011(Argosy Books). Of ~assertion that she told a girl who asked
theirsociety as one of our English friends course, being Murphy, the title itself is a her:"but Miss, are there no heroes now?
recently rather hotly pointed out. He—of misnomer as the etching on the outerthat there weraotas they all hatsordid
course—got it wrong. We Irish only care walls of the Honan Chapel bears the political reason_sfor the|rwor_k for Irish
whenitintrudes into our society and where legend:'Where Finbarr taught let Munster freedom, reducingthe poorthmg_to_tears—
members of our political/media and acade-learn”. This lovely inscription was much (even though they gave up their lives for
mic communities commitusgelebrating scorned by Murphy in his days as an thatgoal, JH). Soimagine my stupefaction
foreign warsa la Britain. And the actual lecturer of Irish history where his Whenlreaditiistory Ireland November/
ridiculous idea is that—because some ofrevisionisimprimaturbore its own bitter D€cember 2011, under the titiéo
our people were so economically dis- fruit. And of course that legacy continues History, No Futurethe very same woman
advantaged that they had no other optionever more contorted in the vicious EIma Collins now moaning over the fact
but to enrol in the Army of Britain—we posturings ofthe latest cohort of historians, that changes to the Junior Cert curriculum
now should be canonising those poor soulsNow Murphy finds that bringing out being c<_)n3|dered by the National Council
for this. That, in my opinion, is a step too pictorial reminiscences fills a nostalgic for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)
far. culture and his wares show up fully his will _"effectwely marginalise history as a

Atthe same time we have the continual limitations as a scholar. But still he gets Subject: _
snipingonthose of our people who actually the full media attention that seems to be Collins—now seeing whahe created
fought for our own freedom—there is no the right of anyone associated with the —iS belatedly realising that the take-up
parity of esteem even here— because theyevisionist cadre. There is a mention in the©f istory is on the wane and that the new
are being denounced as eittesrctarian®  filler by a Kate Murray which is what ‘I'\/Ilmster for Education, Ruaidhri Quinn,
or"psychopathic killersby our historians.  caught my eye. We are told that— as part of his agendas making manda-
Butaskyourselfthg question:_are the Irish "John A. Murphy, from 1977-1992 ;(z:rr):ogTerfi:lgnsl:)?i‘g(r:tss,mvg;llIemf)tgltjlregs tg?t
of today enrolling in the British Army? was an independent member of Seanad,; " with th It inevitably i
They are most assuredly are not and still  Eireann. He was noted for his advocacy ,, Istory’, with t ? resuft 'neV'tab y n
Britain's killing machine has over 10,000  of Anglo-Irish relations and says, goodbye history"And, Collins asksif
soldiers stationed in Afghanistan and too “I used my historical knowledge to history vanishes from the junior cycle of
many other countries in between to even advance political arguments”." schools, how many will there be studying

mention. But our welfare state looks after Nl it at senior level?’Thus the revisionists
| will let it to my readers to make u i i
the very people who would have to join y P have simply destroyed history and see the

their own minds about how Murphy's \iti th Il for th |
that Army in the past, yet none of our « " : : writing on the wall Tor themselves as
y past ¥ advocacy” led to peace in our island. (gachers, academics and writers of special-

historians seem to bring up mention of \yjje he was taking tea with the British ist magazines likelistory Ireland! When
that fact. Or is it that Britain had oty Ampassador (as we now know) and it comes tdheirinterest$uddeniy there
just warsthat allowed for Irish participa- —yisiting British warships docked in our is a crisis. What riles me most is that we in
tion? And what of Northern Ireland? In o 4q tor the odd cocktail party, we will let the Irish Political Review Aubane, and
the many deaths mentioned in the UK pigiory jugge the UCC Professor for his Athol et alhave been saying this for what
news—almost nightly—thereisneverany efforts g bringing peace to the killing geems Jike forever but were written off as
mentioned that_come fr_om that area. Onefia|ds of Northern Ireland. some kind of lunatics. But who is crvin
ofthe sad(.:iestsghtslwrgn.essed was when now? And | have beén saying that )Ilocgl
Fhe UK Pr|me Minister V|s!ted the troops Eima COLLINS histdry societies were the new hedge
in Afghanistan recently in a so-called | yote some time ago in thigish schools and their efforts at producing
morale booster for the upcoming Christ- pyjitica| Reviewabout how Elma Collins  pooks pamphlets, events etc are having a
mas season. He asked a young squaddigjscregited the teaching of Irish history in renaissance like never before. How dare
what he liked best about being part of the o sengols. In an interview she gave O History Irelandnow market an academic
troops and the young lad stated thathavmq_”story Ireland Spring 1997, titeNO  ayent under the title dfledge Schools

his wife and family receive the extra £5,000 i _ . .
pounds was the best part of being away inHeroes Novshe was introduced as when its Editor has also supped from the

Afghanistan. Out of the mouths . . . . "a writer of history textbooks who had P0isonous trough of reV|s_|on|sm? In this

a profound if unsung, influence on the latest edition as Ms Collins weeps, the
generation of students who have passededitor has included a quotation from
- through the Southern school system overRobert Ballagh—the Dublin artist and
It Is Time the past thirty years. Between teaching atgctivist:

journal 'Stair'y since 1978" —
HisToRrY AND IRISH ACADEMIA




"With a decade of commemorations
coming up, are we about to producq a
generation of historically illiterate youn il
people, unable to set these events in n-The Dunmanway Kllllngs
text and liable to be excessively influeh-
ced by those who wish to use thgse
anniversaries for their own purposes®"

curiouser and curiouser........

| would contest Robert, that tHd-
literate generation'are the ones who r. Like Brendan Clifford in his review of Mr. Borgonovo suggests that Tom
us to the ground with their revisionist the book,The Battle For Corlby John Hales made some kind of distinction
dictat And whom does Robert refer o Borgonovo [rish Political ReviewDec.  between the treatment he would mete out
when he writes about those namelessyp11) |wasalsointrigued by Borgonovo's to killers of victims who were hardly cold
people who would use history for their \oference to theunknown IRA gunmen” —some killed that very day—and the
own pyrpose_s?There ISNo need_forshy ©S{iho carried out the 10 killingsin Dunman- Kkillers involved in"new attacks"'He did
on this subject Robert—naming thege . . o .
shadowy people will only clarify thing way in late April 1922Unknowntowhom  not do so and it is desplcablelon qugq—
forthe rest of us and therefore be benefidial! Wondered? Mr. Borgonovo goes on to novo's part to suggest he did. This is

Collins goes on to again level chargessay that the killings only stopped when reminiscent ofthe Peter Hart methodology
of nationalist myth-making in the histofy Brigade Commandant, TomHaléisreat-  which Borgonovo has hitherto done a lot
written pre revisionism, which she says ened publicly to execute any IRA manto expose and discredit.
was up td'the 1960's" involved in any new attack$p37).

"We saw the results of thatin 30 yedrs ~ This is a misleading summary of the  The UnionisCork Constitutioron May

of needless “armed struggle”. Bettgr Hales statement. It gives the impressionlst commended Hales' statement un-

history and better history-teaching playgd that he, Hales, was confirming that IRA reservedly—and they would have been

a part in deconstructing the myths of the o\ h o < \were responsible. But that is notmore than willing to find any shortcomings
past from which some of this violenge - . L
drew its inspiration.” what Hales sa!d. He clearly.d!d not know in it if any could be found. And that paper
who had carried out the killings. The did not suggest that IRA members had

And rather hysterically she queries: whole point of his statement was to lay done the killings. If it had done so, or if
“Do we want to risk allowing the myths [0 gown the law for all, military and civilian.  anyone had—no doubt Hales would have
grow again™? This is abundantly clear when the state-demanded to see their evidence. Moreover,

Even now—Collins—will not yield tg ) . o
the truth about how the Northern troubles ment is read in full. Here it is: the statement makes clear yvhat could
happen to anyone if found guilty.

flared only when the Catholics began thgir "On Friday, 28th April, | issued a :
quest for civil rights. History canbe dyirly  definite military order to all Battalion | am sure Hales knew all his IRA
in the schools but she will not give aninth ~ Commandants in this Brigade for trans- members and could easily confirm the
as to who was really responsible. What mission to all men under their command identity of many others outside his area of
"better history'resulted inachangeinttje  thatany soldier in the area was neither toresponsibility if necessary. | think the

politics of Northern Ireland? Can't she  interfere with nor insult any person.  combined knowledge of Barry, O'Dono-

even now see thatitas as a result of th¢ If said order will not be rigidly adhered - oy e - O'Hegarty and plenty of others

activity of the Provisional IRAhat the to by all units, those concerned will be ;14 k0w every single member who

nature of English policy in the Nortf| ~ dealtwithinamannernotaloneupholding . - oo ” s o ers of
the rigid discipline of a military force, but .

changed? The two communities nqw
participate in political entities that for the
lastwhile have seen the ending of conflikt.
If Collins and her ilk continue to confude

in justice to the glorious traditions of the Armies usually know their soldiers and
officers and men of the Brigade. Even the IRA Volunteer Army was at the time
capital punishment will be meted out if a more intimate army than most. There

' i " found necessary. was not likely to be any unknown—or
and conflate the!rso-callétietterhls_tory Inthe case of civilians all such offenders |, bl _y b ): its lead

with the cessation of Northern V|c_)I¢nce,' will be vigorously hunted up, and handed uhxnowabie—memuers fo I1S leaders.
they are as pie-eyed as ever. And itistheir o er 1o the constituted tribunals acting Mr. Borgonovo could not have written

brutal historicalilliteracy thataddedtotie | ,nder Dail Eireann. as he did, if he had quoted the Tom Hales
mayhem and has caused such a loss of | promise to give all citizens in this ©order, in whole or in part.

direction in the poIiticaI and cultural lif area, irrespective of creed or class every

of the Southern polity itself. There Is  protection within my power. In In checking out the Tom Hales order, |
something deeply shaming about the fact  furtherance of an order already issued tohappened to look at the Inquest reports on
that History Ireland in this article by the IRA to hand in any arms in their 4o victims

Collins quotes Taoiseach Enda Kenphy possession|now orderallcitizens holding .
TD, Fine Gael, as saying before President  [sic], without alicence, to hand them into AS_ far as | kno_w thes_e reports .St'”
Obama and the world: the O.C.'s Barracks, at Bandon, prc_)wde the most immediate and _d_lrect
"sthat the real wealth of Ireland w. Clonakilty, Ballineen, Dunmanway and evidence we have about these killings.

our history” ... And yet it is hi Kinsale. ' ' And in one case we are given a specific
government that is now about to threajen ~ Anybody found in possession of arms reason for the killings, a reason given by
the very existence of history in o in this area after this date will be severely gne of the killers on the spot. Surely that

=

schools” dealt with. , should be the end of the matter—should it
—and this quotation is then sourced frgm BRIGADE é:(s)ll%/lnl\jz)NDANT Tom  hot?
Matt Kavanagh offhe Irish Timess if HALES." Giving evidence on the killing of her
that paper, with its constant promotion [of ' husband it is reported that:
all things revisionist, had nothing to do "Mrs. Alice Gray, widow of the
with this very policy of the new Fine Gagl/  The statement does not specifically  deceased presented a most pitiable
Labour Coalition Government. target the IRA, as suggested by Mr. spectacle, and completely broke downin

Julianne Herlihy © | Borgonovo: it applies to everyone. giving her evidence in response to queries
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by the Coroner and Mr. O'Mahony, Co. attempt to 'set up' anti-Treatyites. And  Borgonovo mentions Jasper Ungoed-
Inspector. Shortly, her evidence was thatyho would want to do that? Hardly the Thomas who wrote on the killings in his
in response to repeated knocking her 4 erning pro-Treatyite IRA and hardly biography of his grandfather, Jasper

husband came down and the door was .
2
burst in. She heard three or four Shotsthe neutral IRA. So who? Wolfe, the State Prosecutor at the time

fired, and voices saying loudly “Take _ _ and therefore a prime public enemy of t_he
that you Free Stater, you Free Stater,you AS this Inquest report was public IRA—who attempted to assassinate him
Free Stater; take that, you Free Stater’knowledge at the time, it would certainly three times and also to burn him out.
repeating the words “Take that you Free have limited the suspects for the anti- Borgonovo says that Jasper Ungoed-
Stater” several times. Then they left and Treatyite Tom Hales. If he had taken it at Thomas"argues that the killings were
:Egﬁ TSSS?r]eS g; tk;]i ?]O?;)g?hgyr%b:(ge?fface value, it would have focussed his political rather than sectarian"But what
(Cork' Examiner, 1 May, 1922). inquiries on the type of anti-Treatyites was the political purpose? And that
who would go on a killing spree against assessment does not exactly convey the
If this is all as it seems, and we Carmotthose who tended to support the Treatyfull story of either Jasper Wolfe or Jasper
assume that Mrs. Gray had any reason tcy\/ithin a rel_atively small area within his Ungoed-Thomas's views on _the matter.
make up a pack of lies within a few days command in West Cork. Such_ people What both noted gbout the k|II|n_gs was
of the atrocity, itmeans,forastart,thattheWOUId s_urely have stuck (_)ut like the that"they had few, |f_any, of the signs of a
history of Ireland should really be re- proverbial 'sore thumb‘_—belng on Com- planned IRA operationThey also noted
written somewhat. Certainly, there were mandant Hales' own side of the 'Treaty'that the killings occurred acroshkree
conflicts and tensions due to accidentsdiViSion'He must have been very ineffici- Battalion areas and were clearly in defiance
and misunderstandings over the ‘Treaty‘,ent or_indifferent to his responsib_ilities_ in of the"alpha males"(theirdescriptions)_
usually relating to the evacuation of not being able_to trace such cqunts,gwenwho co_mmgnded these areas. That is a
barracks but these were usually sortedthese_ very pomted_ leads. But those char-highly S|gn|f|cantpomt. Army command-
out. But | would suggest that the organisedaCte”St'CS do not fit the man. So why no ers do r_mt eas_lly tolerate_ any such
shooting of civilians who were, allegedly, arrests? _ unauthorised actlpn_s ‘on their patch’, as
Free State sympathisers was something 'I_'here wgsapersonal issue here for thehey re_prese_ntad|st|nct challenge to their
that was qualitatively different from any- anti-Treatyite Tom Hales. His brother, e_luthonty. Th|ssuggest_sthat_theyvyerg not
thing else that was happening at the time Sean, yvho was one of the governing pro-likely to accept such action W|thout_f|nd|ng
Indeed, they should be looked on as the! reatyite TDs, vyould no doub_t have b_een out—at least—who was responsible.
first killings of what is called the ‘civil concerned for his own safety if Treatyites _
war'. In other words the time the ‘civilwar ere being assassinated, and he would (Readers should be reminded that
started really needs to be broughtforwardalso have taken a very keen interest inWolfe, the terror of the IRA, wentonto be
d identifying the perpetrators who were out a noted defender of IRA members in the
to kill people like him. The Hales were the 1920s and was later elected to the Dail for
classic case of brothers taking opposingWest Cork on a number of occasions. His
sides onthe "Treaty'—but they would havelife and career is a standing rebuttal of the
been at one on finding these Kkillers. sectarian thesis about the War of
Combined they were a formidable force Independence.)
and yet nobody was apprehended, or
was done, despite all the non-stop Contem_identifia_bly suspected! _ There can pe all kinds of assum.p.tions
poraneous efforts biyoth sideso avoid Consider again thg scenario: there wasand speculations about t_hese killings,
war, before the agreed Election Pact a murderous marauding gang prepared tdased on the few facts available: but two
d kill Free Staters and roaming around athings are indisputable and always need to
Constitution between both sides, and twoSmall rural area, one which had atried andbe borne in mind: none of the killers have
months before the attack on the Four tested Army, Police and Court system, butbeen identified, then or since, and the only
Courts. This 'Civil War' motive does not which could not identify or locate them? definite and indisputable fact about IRA
therefore seem credible in the circum- If this was really so, one might ask—as involvement is that it helped stop the
stances. Butitis curiousthatouracademicthe German character dicdhawlty Towers  Kkillings.

historians have not drawn attention to it, — hewdid they vin the var?” Jack Lane

as it is the only evidence there is. There is another Inquest report on th¢
truly callous killing of young Nagle, one | Propaganda as Anti-History:
Why would a known Unionist/Loyalist  that might give some clues. Nagle's mothgrPeter Hart’s “The IRA and its enemies’
be shot for being a Free Stater by astated that the killer had asked him whergexamined.
republican in April 192272 That would not "he was employed'She also said that: Owen Sheridan.
be his defining characteristic to any anti- "She did not know either of them and did 100pp. 2008. €15, £10.
Treaty Republican, or to any kind of not think they were from Clonakilty or
Republican, by any stretch of the imagin- district" (Cork Constitutio, 1st May, |Troubled History:
ation. Itwould be about the mostirrelevant 1922). A 10th Anniversary Critique Of The IRA
fact about him. These and other details provided by & /ts Enemies
And why are the killers so vocal about Mrs. Nagle could be significant, in that Brian Murphy osb & Niall Meehan.
their motive? Ensuring their political they show that the killers did not seem tg Introduction Ruan O'Donnell.
beliefs were well known to the world? It know much about their victim and were|48pp. May 2008. €10, £7.
looks distinctly likely that the killers were not local. The killing of Nagle gives a
protesting too much about their motives. distinct feeling that suggests the behaviour
In other words it is suspiciously like an of professional killers. sales.org

by about two months. Although a faile
attempt to set off the War proper, it was a
real deliberate attempt to precipitate a
shooting war between the two sides by a
marauding gang of murderous anti-
Treatyites!

It must be remembered that this killing

between both sidedefore the agree
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constant thread in British military policy
of the period—the concept of collective
punishment" (p102).

"...from January 1921, this policy of
official reprisal really seemsto have been
pursued in an attempt to place pressure
on the local population to cooperate with
the British Army" (p103).

"The British Army recognised 'that the
legal procedure was too slow and cum-
brous to be really effective against a
whole population in rebellionRecord
Of The Rebellioh.." (p113).

William Sheehan
And Britain's Militarism

Ahearing of William Sheehan'saddress ~ impact on their intelligence gathering"

to the Old Athlone Society at Custume (p82).
Military Barracks on the subject of the  Sothere were many informers and many
War of Independence on November 26thspies acting against the IRA, and the IRA
warrants a furtherlook athisbodkiHard  failed to discover all but one of them, and
Local War: The British Army And The the British Army was doubtful that that
Guerilla War In Cork 1919-2{The His-  one was honestly loyal to it.

tory Press, Gloucestershire, 2011).

So the law was made political. And—
"The policy of executions led to a
In his introductory chapteHjistorical | must admit that it is news to me that ~ SEVere reaction from the IRA" (p105).
RevisionismSheehan presents himself asthe pre-revisionist Irish view was thatthe  This included the adoption by the IRA
a thorough revisionist. Taking him as a British had few spies and informers and of the British practice of taking hostages—
revisionist, he can be summarily dismis- that these few did little damage. The view though in a rather different manner.
sed. He is a very poor revisionist. of the people amongst whom | grew up, a  The British used hostages, plucked at
He undertakes, in the substance of hisgeneration after the war, was that they hacdcandom from the general population, as
book, to demolish a number of popular done something remarkable by holding human shields on military vehicles. The
myths peddled by those whom he presentsut in the face of considerable informing IRA arrested a Mrs. Lindsay, who had
as anti-revisionists. One of these myths isand espionage. What Sheehan writes as given information to the British, and used
that there was hardly any ‘informing’ to revisionist in this chapter only confirms her as a hostage to be bargained against a
the British administration by members of the pre-revisionist view. Republican who was under sentence of
the Irish population against the Republi-  But the last sentence in the passage death. General Strickland was offered a
cans. Another is thatthe British Army did have quoted is@on-sequitor. He did not reprieve of Mrs. Lindsay (who was his
not apply disciplined brute force inawell- prepare the ground for an assertion thaiclose friend) in exchange for a reprieve of
directed manner to its task of breaking thethe IRA killed ex-servicemen and loyalists the Republican. He refused. Both were
will of the general populace that had voted at random, assuming that they must beexecuted.
for Independence and, by and large, sup-spies. That sentence is a lapse into the
ported the military resistance to Imperial revisionist mode proper in a chapter that, Propagandatook the form of attempted
power. up to that point, consisted of old-fashioned exploitation of religious and class/econo-
Sheehanwrites thatthere was extensivefactual narrative. mic issues against the IRA, which was
informing by Nationalists as well as by
Unionists, against the Republicans, and In the following chapter Sheehan
that informing was on the increase at thedemolishes the myth—butwhose myth?—
start of 1921 despite the severe measureghat the Army did not apply itself with
taken by the IRA to discourage it: diligence and intelligence to that task it
"There was a strong sense [on the partwas given in Ireland. That task was by the
of the British[ in the spring of 1921 that disciplined application of brute force—
an intelli_gence corner had b(_aen turned grdered even when apparently disorderly
?rg?ntrr'r?é'r:']g’erg?;[;cmewﬁjbslitgrt'?g(;%g?w —to break the will of the populace that
" had voted rebelliously. Curfews, Martial
The information volunteered by mem- Law, Official and Unofficial Reprisals,
bers of the public seems to be distinct0stages, Execution, and Propaganda
from, and additional to, information gath- Were all used for this purpose:
ered by paid agents—spies—who were ~ “Curfews, which the British Army

"all too aware of the fragile nature of
their support in the general Irish popula-
tion... Many IRA men... believed that
most of the Irish population supported
the British Army... This lack of support
has been noted by historians such as
Richard English, when he points out “that
many nationalists did not support the
killing and maiming which the republican
army practised... Michael Laffan's view
that that British officers had an overly
simplistic view of the republican move-
ment, seeing it as encompassing almost
all the indigenous population, is to some
extent true but it requires qualification.
The army had divided up republican

successfully planted in the Republican

milieu or in the IRA itself:

"By the time of the Truce, a total of 45
undercover agents were working for Brit-
ish military intelligence in the 6th Division
area, and of these, 23 were considered
reliable. The British Army's assessment
of the effect of the IRA's shooting of
informers on their intelligence network
was that it had little or none, noting that

n H H "
“in every case but one, the person murder- CiVic guards®

ed had given no information [and] in that

one case the murdered man was an agent irrespective of any republican, nationalist

known to be untrustworthy’'Hecord Of
The Rebellioh So from the army's per-
spective, the widespread killing of ex-
servicemen and local loyalists had no

deployed as a punitive measure through-
out the 20th century, were... aimed
primarily at the control of the general
population, and only in a secondary sense
as an attempt to disrupt IRA activities"
(p98).
"The practice of hostage carrying spread
nationwide, and the hostages were not
confined to the ranks of IRA supporters".

Associated with this was the device of

support base into various groups based
on their support for violence, and most if
not many officers [sic] would have con-
curred with Laffan's view that “only a
small minority of the population was
active in its hostility to British rule”. The
army accepted that most of the population
was indifferent or waiting on the outcome
of the conflict” (p108).

This population had voted in December

1918to setupanindependentIrish Govern-

“The principle was that local men, ment. Ifone looks at the Sinn Fein election

or unionist connections, were selected
and held accountable for any action by
the IRA" (p100).

programme and at the voting results—
leaving aside the egregious red herring
that many constituencies, which the Red-

"Official reprisals... are actually a mondites did not contest because they did

15



16

notthink they had a hope of winning them, of different things, and that the appearancdimited success. The national will of the
would not have been Republican at all if that they voted for national independenceelements that welcomed 'liberation’ by the
contested—then the election showed awas an illusion created by the structure ofinvasion forces was illusory.
very clear majority for Independence.  the British electoral system. It is not that there was no national will
While somerevisionists take the elector-  Insofar as the agents of British demo- in Iraq or Afghanistan. There was. But it
ates in which Sinn Fein got no votes cracy, who had the job of maintaining existedin connection with the Baath Party
because nobody would stand against thenBritish government of Ireland against the in the one case and the Taliban in the
as being anti-Sinn Fein and count thelrish democracy, deigned to take notice of other, and the purpose of the invasions
votes which could not be cast as votesthe Irish election, their view was much was to destroy these centres of national
against the Sinn Fein project, others dolike Professor Fitzpatrick's. Itwas thatthe development, and, by means "shock
not dispute that Sinn Fein had clear major-electors did noteally vote for what they —and awe; reduce a great part of the popu-
ity support, but argue that the voters did seemed to vote for, and that, when it waslace to malleable material to be reshaped
not vote on the issues presented to them inmade clear to them that they could notto the ideals of the invasion forces.
the election. The argument, as far as | carhave what they seemed to vote for, they | have never denied the possible moral
grasp it, is that nationalist Ireland was awould stop voting for it. That was the influence of brute force. The morally
faction-ridden society (perhaps not a soci-view of the matter put by Major Street in destructive efficacy of brute force in human
ety at all, but a congeries of factions), that The Administration Of Ireland In 1920 history seemsto me to be beyond question.
national policy lay beyond the horizons of (1921). And there are occasions when the scale of
these factions, that voting in the election  The Irish populace was given opportun- disproportion between the modern West-
was determined by an anarchy of politically ities to revoke its 1918 vote in 1920 and ern capacity for violence and the defensive
-meaningless local feuds, and that, when1921. It did not do so. Inthe 1920 Local capacity of moral entities in other corners
these factions cast votes in an electionElectionsitfollowed through onthe impli- of the world is such that these moral
whose formal programmes were beyondcations of its 1919 vote by voting to detach entities give way in the presence of that
their ken, the outcome was accidental. Local Government bodies from Dublin power without it being used, either adapt-
That was the sense of David Fitz- Castle and attach them to the Dail. ingimmorally toit or preferring extinction.
patrick's profoundly undemocratic Trinity =~ That demonstrate the existence of a
College project of going behind the actual stubborn national will to Independence. Richard Murphy, the poet, whose family
electionto scrutinise the sub-national local backgroundis foreign colonial, hasa poem
worlds of the electors, and treating their  Evenif it could be shown that the 1918 called The God Who Eats Corn.He
findings (found in accordance with the vote was not actually a vote for national explains that his father, who was a colonial
esoteric techniques of the non-scienceindependence, that fact would be madeadministrator or missionary (I forget
called Political Science) as being the trueirrelevant by the 1920 vote. Itthe electors which) was one of the first white men in
election result. had not applied their minds to the national some corner of Africa (and | think it is
guestion in 1918, and considered the con+elevant to say that he was a Protestant
Sheehan does notindulge in any of thatsequences of voting for Independence,white man) was regarded as a god, and
anti-democratic revisionist tortuousness— that could hardly have been the case inthere was therefore surprise that he had to
anti-democratic because in what we call a1920. If they had accidentally voted for eat. And Sir Arnold Wilson, who was
democracy the vote of the populace is notindependence in 1918, not knowing that Imperial Commissioner with the British
subject to validation or ratification by they were doing so, they must, when theylndian Army that conquered Mesopotamia
some higher authority, and least of all by found what they had voted for, have liked during the Great War, remarks somewhere
the academic practitioners of some pseudoit so much that they voted for it again, in that what are called primitive societies—
science. This was something that Lloyd more particular detail, in 1920, despite societies living stillin their own Paradises
George had to explain to members of thehaving been made sharply ware of the—are indelibly tainted when Western
British democratic assembly who in the consequences during the interval betweerpower touches them.
Autumn of 1921 opposed the negotiationsthe two elections. Brute force, on the scale on which
on the ground that Sinn Fein had not been modern Western democracies are capable

enuinely elected: | do not deny that something like the of applying it, certainly exerts a moral
9 y ' i situation asserted by Professor Fitzpatrick,. pplying I, y
"If you are to say that you will not treat

: . .~ 'influence. There is no question but that it
. -~ _etc., etc., etc., could notexist. Itis certainly o
with men as elected representatives . . can destroy. The only question is whether
possible for the electors in an externally-

because of the methods by which they! osed national slection to vote in sub. 't 6&N construct, from the ruins of what it
have been elected, then there is an end t¢MP destroys, entities made in its own image—

tkhe British Constitution. | have never nationalfragments. ltoften happens. The suitably modified in order to serve it
nown a party obtain a majority in the national elections organised in Iraq andWhile appearing to be of a kind with it
House without the other party saying that Afghanistan by the invasion forces were P 9 ind with 1t
the majority had been elected by methodsgntested by scores of political parties—  Iragand Afghanistan were not primitive
\éVh'Ch were discreditable to the very last about 50 parties in one and about 150 insocieties which withered ata touch. Wilson
egree" (31st Oct). . . . .
the other. | forget which way about. warned strongly against forming the Middle
The argument that the Irish did not These were not national parties capable oEast into spurious nation-states, but the
have the right to have what they voted for governing. They were all expressions of democratic Parliament at Westminster
is sound and reasonable by comparisorparticular, sub-national, concerns, such asnsisted. About fifty years later the deve-
with the contention that they did not vote Professor Fitzpatrick etc. saw was thelopment of a nation-state on liberal West-
what they voted for because they existedcase in Ireland in 1918. The invasion ernlinestook rootin Irag, butin a political
in sub-national fragments, incapable of forces did their best to conjure the miscel-mode outgrown in the West. The West
forming a national will, that in their laneous welter of MPs into national invaded and destroyed that State underthe
factional divisions they voted for a welter Parliaments and Governments, with very pretext or illusion of democratising it. It



got rid of a dictatorship that was nurturing are said about its conduct of counter-she hadseen no evidence that suchwasthe
a liberal secular development and got ainsurgency against the Irish rebels—theyintention of Lloyd George in his response
fundamentalist religious civil war in its canonly be rebels because democracy anipP the 1918 Election, Sheehan veered off
place. elections do not figure in his view of the pointin a series of side-issues leading
Aliberal secular regime was destroyed things. He defends British military honour NOWhere. (It was so far from being the
in Iraq while an attempt was being made against its critics. And, although he pro- C2S€ that Lloyd George set out in January
to establish one in Afghanistan, where theclaims himself to be a revisionist, these 191910 make Ireland into two Dominions
. ' . CL ' that he only contemplated Dominion status
national devel_opment was taking place critics all seem to _be rt_awsmnlsts: _ for the South after two years of war, and
throughthe Taliban movement. Theliberal 1 would agree with him that revisionist he ghsolutely refused to accord Dominion
secular regime in Afghanistan was never criticism of the British Army is trivial and  status to the Six Counties when the Ulster
more than a flimsy facade constructedignorant. | agree that the British Army Unionists suggested that they should have
under the shadow of the invasion forces.was purposeful and resourceful in the wayequal status to the 26.)
Theliberal secularregimein Iraq collapsed it conducted its war against the Irish. In ] ]
under the impact of colossahock and ~myownsmallway | tried to draw attention _In h_IS book Sheehar_l complained of
awe the Taliban movementin Afghanis- to the British use of human shields and historical commandeeringby Aubane
tan did not. But in neither case were thepopulation controls and destruction of (p13). It was surprising then that he
elections, organised by the invaders, act-property inthe effortto restore the populacebad-(ed away, a midst a welter of red
. e : ’ o . herrings, from this softly-phrase comment
ions cons_tltutlve_of nat|on_al government tq subordl_natlon, anditis goodto have my g0\ Aubane—allowing himself to be
by the national will. The Irish elections of view confirmed. "commandeered”
1918, 1290, and 1921 were. But, after all, the British Army didot
win. It did not even achieve a stalemate. Margaret O'Callaghan, in her speech at
Military action failed to achieve its In the circumstances there was noAthlone, said that Aubarigpoliced" her
declared object in Afghanistan and Iraq. stalemate to be achieved. revisionist friends. .
Butitdid fail, you know, even by Sheehan's Here we have the language of coercion
own account. Lethim praise theingenuity War is not a self-sufficient activity, 2PPlied to Aubane, a local history group
of the British military authoritiesin Ireland even in a militarist state like Britain. It is without financial or institutional power,
as much as he pleases, it still failed in itstrue, as Churchill said, that the English are-by mer_nbers Of- wealthy and powerful
. . : . institutions which have considerable
basic task which wd$o break the will of a warlike people. They become uneasypawer of police over students who aspire
the IRA and the local populatiorfp114).  when they are not fighting a war some- 15 gcademic careers. It is absurd—but it
where. Butone hasto grantitthat for themseems to be true that these functionaries in
When Ralph Inge, the famous Dean of war always has a purpose beyond itself,the powerful ideological institutions of
St. Paul's, wrote in the mid-1920s that theand is a means to an end. And the Britishthe State do fe€lpoliced”, oppressed,
loss of Ireland was the most shameful Army, ingenious and brutal though it was, when a small group is on the loose—
event in British history, he was stating a lost its war against the Irish because it didthough without material resources, and
self-evident fact in terms of the British not enable the purpose for which it was Whose publications are not reviewed in
order of facts. The slave trade, the vastsent to war to be achieved. the press or noticed in academic
slave labour camps in the Caribbean, the The purpose was to break the will to pl_JbIlg:at|ons —a_nd carries on regardless
lunder of India, the conquest and genocidelndependence of the Irish. It was a merel with its own projects. It seems t_hat the
P ) ' q 9 ! pen ) ) ycomprehenswethoughtcontrolwhlch they
in Amerlpaand otherplaces,thg starvationdestructive purpose. In Sou.th Africa gyercise in the educational system is
of the Irish, these were not things to betwenty years earlier it had achieved—or geyalued in their eyes—endangered
ashamed of. Britain had the means ofenabled the Government to achieve—aeven—if anything in society remains free
understanding that what it did with slavery much more ambitious purpose. Itdestroy-of it. Thisis an interesting form of paranoia.
was abolish it, that what it did to India was ed the Boer Republics by overcoming the
cure widows of thfa habit of immolz'ating Boer Armies on t.he_battlefield and then happened in Athlone. A member of the
themselvgs on thelrdegd husbands pyresgstablishing _totahtarlan control over the audience, who had no connection with
that what it did for the Irish starvation was Boer populations, by means of Concentra-apane and from the look of him was
relieve it with soup and free trade—and astion Camps and chains of fortresses, withpossibly a soldier, took issue with Margaret
forthe genocides, Sir Charles Dilke, Glad- such effect that the Boers became willing O'Callaghan's opinion that the War of
stone's second-in-command, boasted thaand active participants in the Empire. In Independence was unnecessary and
the Anglo-Saxons were the greatest exterdreland the task was merely to break theachieved nothing because, in the end,
minating race the world had ever seen—itwill to independence that suddenly Britain only did what it was going to do
improved the world by clearing it of the appeared amongst the Irish citizens of theBnyway. In her reply shed denied that she
clutter of inferior peopletcheap peoples”  United Kingdom in December 1918, so Nad said this. What she had done was to
was the term he used (S&émeater Britain that they might continue in the status theydescrlbe the opinion of her_ 9°°d. friend
. . . -2 and colleague, Lord Bew, with which she
a best seller z_:tround the time of the Firsthad held since 1801—(_)r 1829. It was, in i not agree.
Home Rule Bill). But the loss of Ireland that sense, aconservative task. Anditwas I, too, thought she had said this as her
was shameful. England had been masternot achieved. own opinion, but | must admit that | had
ing the Irish since the time of Elizabeth, not listened as closely as that other man
and then, after winning the greatest Sheehan said in his speech at Custuméiad. | was out of practice at hearing what
(because the most catastrophic), war inBarracks in Athlone that the British was being suggested in the overtones of
history, it fumbled and let them slip. purpose in the War was to establish twothe tortuous cliches of academic rhetoric
» .. Dominions in Ireland, suggesting that, and was disinclined to attune myselfto the
Sheehan appears to be a British militar-with Partition, it had achieved this object. Byzantinism of this new Kremlinology in
istin outlook. And he feels for the British He does not say this in his book. Whenwhich it seemed to me that the distinction
Army because of the unkind things that Angela Clifford commented mildly that between revisionist and anti-revisionist,
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when isolated, is too vapid to be worth the 1939-44, and the remarkable military effort
trouble of getting it. Thédiscourse’ as

Sheehan has discovered that the British

which obliged the British State in the published propaganda pamphlets during

they say, is revisionist. And O'Callaghan’s North to mend its ways to some extent. those years of military rule in Ireland—

discourse was shot through with convolu-

But it does not seem that these thingsand it was military rule, rule resting on

ted disparagement of everything to do are the subject of War Studies in UCC andforce, from 1919 to 1922, after the fig-leaf
with Republicanism. No wonder that the UCD. It seems that what they study is the of the Home Rule Party was cast aside by
honest plain-speaking man heard herBritish way of war, and that the closest the 1918 Election, whether there was
saying the opposite of what she thoughtstudy is Counter-Insurgency, whichis now Martial Law or not: the Ministers of what

she was saying. the chief form of British military action.

Sheehan calls the Irish Government—

And this has the advantage of being closemeaning the administration in Dublin
Sheehan conducts a War Studies courséo home. We can study what the British Castle—had no constituents in Ireland.

in Cork University.
there is also a War Studies course in UCD,us to do it to others.
but | have not heard that there is such a
course in the Imperial University at the  Thereis, however, a streak of naivete in
heart of Dublin. Sheehan's imitative war study. It lacks a
The Irish Army does not fight wars, not dimension which is often present in the
even under the euphemism of Defence. Itreal thing, which | suppose is natural to a
has half a dozen soldiers in Afghanistan, postulant who is being initiated into the
doing Bomb Disposal. The Government mysteries of the matter. He writes, for
can send only half a dozen without the example, abouThe Legal Foundations
approval of the Dail and the time is not yet Of Military Operationsto break the will
ripe for seeking approval. The fact that of the Irish. There is no doubt that these
Irish soldiers are engaged in real military operations were legal. It would be a poor
action as part of NATO in Afghanistanis show on the part of a Parliamentary
not dwelt upon. Government if it did not make its actions,
The military action by the Provos, which whatever they were, legal.
brought about the present settlement in  ABritish author, David French, review-
the north, was in the official view of the ing Counter-Insurgency operations around
State (Government and Fianna Fail) athe world,The British Way In Counter-
mere outbreak of murder and mayhem.Insurgency, 1945-196{0Oxford 2011),
The society is open to the intensifying comments:

militarist propaganda of the USA and
Britain, but is without national means of
giving outlet to military inclinations

worked up by this propaganda. War,

"The British did conduct their counter-
insurgency operations according to the
rule of law. However, the implication is
guestionable that by doing so they acted

| understand that didtousasaform of preparation qualifying One of these pamphlets was entitléd,
The Members Of The IR#nd Sheehan
comments:

"The pamphlet gives a brief lesson on
the rules of war, and particularly the
Hague Convention, with regard to the
obligation to wear a uniform and carry
armsopenly... Another pamphletadvised
the IRA that these rules were not drafted
just by the British, but by all civilised
nations, “in order that war between white
men should be carried outin a sportsman-
like manner”... Again itis important to
remember that those pamphlets were
dropped from the air and read by the
general public.

"No opportunity was lost to place
responsibility for the continuation of the
conflict squarely on the shoulders of the
IRA. Even the declaration of martial law
was indirectly blamed on the insurgents,
the propaganda claiming “Great Britain
has no quarrel with Irishmen, her sole
quarrel is with crime, outrage and
disorder...”..." (p111-2).

The Hague Convention is not cited in

which for two generations after 1945 was
seen as an aberration which would be
phased outifthe Cold War ended in favour
of Democracy, has been restored to its
status as a normal human activity sinceAnd:
the triumph of Democracy in the Cold
War. Militarism—a predisposition in
favour of war—now saturates the world.
Ireland, instead of being a harbinger of
the peaceful world to come, has become
an aberration—a State without the means
of making war in a world where war is the
norm and where militarist culture is in-
escapable. Itseemsthatthere are growing
forces in Irish society feeling their way
towards militarist normality, and these
are covertly encouraged by the State.

in ways that were likely to enhance the Sheehan'sreferences or listedin his Biblio-
legitimacy of the colonial state in the graphy. The attempt to make vemorts-
eyes of its subjects” (p74). manlikewas laudable no doubt, and was
certainly in the British interest after it
became the dominant Imperial Power.
"The British conducted their counter- The Committee of Imperial Defence,
insurgency campaigns within the law. around 1905, discussed what Britain might
But it was alaw that they largely created ggree to at the Hague and what it could not
themselves, and it was one that left themagree. What | recall from a reading o the
with wide latitude to act coercively yet  minytes is that it agreed to outlaw the use
legally. Itwas not until the second half of ¢ 3, m_gum bullets in wars between white
B et el men, but coud no agree o banning e
the meantime coercion was the mainétaym actions by Wh'.te men against others.
of British counter-insurgency practice" B'j't that WE},S in the era of tiwhite
(p137). man's burden” The pamphlet quoted by
Sheehan is from the era of the League of
The Parliamentary Government, having Nations, which Britain took a leading part
the law-making process at its disposal,in establishing following victory in its
There is material in Irish history for made what laws it needed for every occa-war for Democracy and the Rights of
War Studies—the military resistance to sion. The difference between governmentSmall Nations. It shows how little the
British Parliamentary despotism in the conducted under Parliamentary sovereign-propaganda which roused the masses for
1640s and 1650s, the resistance to thdy and government unbound by law is war was taken in earnest by those control-
Williamite conquest around 1690 which merely a difference in the way of putting ling the War and the Peace.
laid the basis for the Penal Laws, the Irishthings, as far as those who are acted upon Were the Irisiwhite men'in the rele-
Brigades in Continental armies during the by the British State are concerned. Thevant sense, or were they, in the language
Williamite and Hanoverian tyranny when British Parliament is its own source and of Major McDowell of thelrish Times
native Ireland was interwoven with Eur- determinant of law and morality. Itis not "white niggers?
ope, the attempt to form a United Irish bound by any external law, unless it Britain saw the world in terms of
Army against the despotic Irish Parliament chooses to go along with it as a matter ofhierarchies of people before 1914, after
inthe 1790s, the Fenian attempt at military expediency for the time being. And, if it 1918, and for a considerable period after
organisation, and of course 1916, thefindsthatitneglected to pass alaw author-1945, and itis evidentthat the Irish ranked
Independence War following the 1918 ising certain coercive actions, it can low in their hierarchical order. They saw
Election, the intensified military prepara- legalise those actions retrospectively. Itthe Irish post-1918 as an essentially
tions which deterred British occupation in often did this in its handling of the Irish. subservient people that had somehow got



out of hand. And, ifthey appealed to the
as "white men"to wear uniforms (and
make themselves more easily crushed);
was a debating point that might have some
influence with the Irish who yearned to je The followinng letter to The Irish Catholic and Catholic Herald was not published
respectable in English eyes.

Twenty years later England launched

another World War, lost the opening batteGa”ipo“ Two German Officers
of uniformed armies, and promptly resort- ! - .
And The Fog Of Military History

ed to"ungentlemanly warfarebn Chur-
chill's orders—war out of uniform, i
which the enemy was shot at from behind 1,0 German Officers are the heroes of my story, for they dispel the fog of Mil
a ditch. ﬁn?} ;c]h%y d'g this 'nIFrance'.hHistory as it is currently presented in Ireland.

goelirrﬁglnv;// all?ter ?ailri?% foariitlzeegggémil The first of these gallant gentlemen, following the defeat of the Kaiser and hig
declaration of war in regular warfare. demot_)ilisation, was Re-Commissioned in the Irish National or Free State A
England wagedirregular warfare" in establisheds School of Music and conducted the No.1 Army Band. His name was Co

hFritz Brase.

France without the consent of the Fren . . ) .
people. In Ireland the irregular warfare ~ The band cut a number of records in 19%@&ntasias”, or medleys of Irish airs|
was waged, with consent of the people,[inAmongst my heirlooms are Fantasia No.1 and Fantasia No.4. The very first
defence of the independent GovernmentFantasia No.1 iShe Foggy Dewmmediately following the 1916 Rising this tradition
which the people had voted for. song had a new lyric, celebrating the Insurgents's gallantry. But it cast no slight or
The English moral position on regular other gallant Irishmerithe Wild GeeseWhom Brittania bade fight in British uniforn
vs. irregular warfare shifts in response [0 "that small nations might be freahd"whose lonely graves were by Suvla's Waves
circumstances. Whicheveristothe British {he Shores of the Great North SeSuvia's waves" are by Gallipoli.
advantage in a particular time and placeis o6 state Government Ministers and most Senior Free State Army Officers ir
whatis right. | do not say this in criticis had been Insurgents in 1916 and had there beearamyisagainst their compatriots

ggggﬁé%f L@?rzg ldso\r;von vt\/r?erltljasvutg;)rltt e often their brothers, who fought at Gallipoli, it is unlikely tithe Foggy Dewvould

basis of some general standards, on whictP€ such a favourite with them.

modes of killing are acceptable, and on ] ) .
which situations resort to force isinorder. My second German Officer, Lieutenant General Liman Von Sanders, comma

The United Nations, under the Vetoist the Turkish 5th Army which defended Gallipoli against the British and Anzac at
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system which is essential to it, is not, and  Von Sanders paid particular tribute to the Irishmen who confronted him. My father

is not capable of becoming, such gnused quote thattribute by heart. Itwas relayed to later generations of Irish schoolc
authority. And, while Britain played an in a standard history textbook—Volume IV & Textbook Of Irish Historgy James

active part in ensuring that neither the carty, first published in 1931. In 1930 and 1931 Cumann nanGael under W.T. Cos
League nor the UN should be such an,as in power.

authority, and that nationalism should

therefore continue to characterise inter- . . .
national relations, it does not seem reason- Inthe 1950s de Valerdlssh Press a Fianna Fail organ, used run a Saturday coly

able to argue that Britain prevented a Py Brendan Behan which celebrated with great humour the Dublipgrs amon_gst
general world authority from being estalp- he (Brendan) had been reared, many of whom had served in the British Army in th
lished. Itis more in accordance with tHe World or Second Boer Wars, or were the widows and children of the same. Here
reality of things to treat théworld being amongst them at a film, advertised in DublihGallipoli" but in its country of
authority" project as Utopian. production"Tell England".
Also in the 1950s | often read the monthipited Irishmanthe organ of those
If Sheehan had written an entirely Republicanswho regarded both de Valeraand Cosgrave as lapsed or apostate se
amoral account of the British military | yividly recall a piece on the Irish sacrifice at Gallipoli. It cited a British Offfic
campaign, one might say that was |n g, eving a landing beach through binoculars and asking—"Why are our men res
accordance W|t_h the_ nature of things. ButThe poor men had no choice, being dead
what he has written is not amoral. He tells ! ' o o .
us that— So | was surprised to read a book review by one Harman Murtadie ilnish Times
"Hart and Augusteijn have paid parti Of February 11th last asserting that official Ireland had airbrushed the story of thg
cular attention to the subliminal sectarian- at Gallipoli out of history. Under W.T. Cosgrave and under Eamon de Valera the
ism within the conflict" (p15: an| was told though, when Liam Cosgrave was Taoiseach, songs slich Beggy Dew
interesting term—sectarianism of which were banned from the Air Waves by fi&tat of Labour's Conor Cruise O'Brien. | wa
one cannot find definite evidence is gisappointed when thigish Timesdidn't publish my rebuttal of Harman Murtagh
subliminal). assertion, or any other challenge to it. And | was rather bemused to learn that H
What he has written is a British militarist Murtagh is President of The Military History Society of Ireland, whose jouriidlds
account—which he makes some effort to Irish Sword
dissimulate—but which never approaches  Mr. Murtagh's baseless assertion was repeateiiriTimesby one P.D.Coggin on
the subtlety of thésubliminal~ | gyly 19th. P.D.Coggin, is a former officer of the Irish Army and unfortunately kn
And what can War Studies of this kinfl |ije of its or his country's history. He was a guest writeAfotrishman's DiaryAgain
Fc?r eégi%ttgrr-?ﬁgﬁgggg t;]geali::SS? 'g‘trm}’r the paper published no challenge to his assertion. |
peoples? And is it credible that sugh It's a sad day when one must invoke a couple of German Officers to blow awa
' Fog of Military History and the Smoke Screens laid down by alleged scholars

Studies should be established without 3
official approval? gentlemen of My Own Dear Irish Home.
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personwho, in the opinion of the Minister, All of which were paid for by the Rates
has knowledge or experience of matters'abolished' by Jack Lynch. And so the

Does relevant to the functions of the Authority" Household Charge is just another way of

It (whichisthe supervision of the operations "sending the fool furthend it is time for
Stack of cemeteries and crematoria) and, sincethis merry-go-'round to stop.

Up 5 women are few amongthe Funeral Under- What the Government wants to do now

taking profession, the few females will be is to have this money collected by Local
represented by the same number as thduthorities or by the LGMA and paid by
vast majority of male undertakers will be them to the Central Fund from which it
M ?tRﬁefsEhl;geS;AsTaEli(??hD;\iséach Governmen{€Presented by. However maybe that will willin turn be paid to the Local Authorities
of Ireland has patronage in its gift of up to tbecome more equitable in the f_uture asaqd_it is to be pr_ovided i_n the Act that all
two thousand five hundred appointments more women enter the_ profess_|on. Thethisis an‘execu_tlve functiondnd that t_he
of persons to nominally govern public Bill seems to hz_ave po_rtlons copied from electgd _Councnlors are to have nothing to
bodies from such as Bérd na gCon to elsewh_ere and is hastily thrown together.do with it. _
Universities. Two new Bills now before In Se_ctlon 2(11) (9) th(_are |saref<_arence_to So what_ are Councillors elected for?
the Dail aré proposing to create SOmeSrjzctlon 12 (1). There_ is no Se_ct|0n 1_2 mAre_ CounC|_Is_ a sort of hedge-school for
more of these positions. Under thecal Fh|s proposed Act which has six sections nat|ona_l politicians to learn the ropes about
Government (Househdld Charge) Bill in total._ _ governing the pgople? If the Government
2011 Section 13. the Minister of the Section 5 (b) sayso crema_tlon_shall is going down this road,why_d_on‘tthey be
Envir,onment Co7mmunity and Local take p!ace unless an application for honestand proposethe abolition of locally
Government (;an direct Local Authorities cremation has been me_u_jeto and approvecelected Co_u_ncns and let us hav_e an open
to delegate their functions under the Act by 'Fhe re_\leva_nt authoritiegWwho are not_ dgbate on itin ngmocratlc waylnstt_aad of
to the"Local Government Management defined in this Act) and presumably this bit by bit depriving them of what little
. ) Section is to put in place safeguardspowers they have now left.

}Agen(_:y(thefbor(ljyln placleto carry outthe againstunlawful disposal of evidence.
ggrﬁgﬁperose:viiels_ %i)z\rdea%\éetrr?emfor::talThere are no possﬂ_)llltles of 'second
Government Management Services Board 0UgNts after cremations, such as there _SECRET SERVICE
pending statutory merger of these Boards) may be after burials. T_here|s no definition _ The Approprlatlon Bill 2011 emerged
The LGMA for short reference '!n _the Act ofCqumbangm Walhlthough in public on 16th,_December 201_1—the

Also there is to be dBuriéI and it is twice referred to in the Act. _There very day the Dail went_ on Chrls_tmas
Cremation Regulatory Authoritythe seemsto pe no good reason for this Act omoh_days—even schoolchildren con'qnued
members of which are to be appointed byforcrerr?atlon. Cremation mvolvesahuge untll_ 22nd December 2011 as did the
the Minister under theBurial and expenditure of energy ar_1d the generationparliaments o]‘ It.aly, France and the UK.
Cremation Regulation Bill 2011 of carbons whereas burial returns to theThe Appropriations from our pockets_

All of the above bodies are non-elected _grpund what came from the grpund. Why amount to 46,37_4,724,000 euro, and in
and all carry outfunctions formerly carried isitthat peoplgwho are otherwise very PCamong the d_eta|l is 1,000.,000 euro for our
out by Local Authorities which were at about the environment seem to be thoseSecret Service. Something for us all to

" . who favour cremation? It does not stack meditate on over the festive season.

least in theory, functioning under elected

Councillors. So the present Government "

is moving ever further away from demo-

cracy. And these Acts are adding to the HousEHoLD CHARGE
costof governmentand the costs are borne For generations we did have a House-
by an already crippled tax-paying public. hold Charge and it was called Domestic
So much for the promises of the Coalition Rates. In a political stroke to get Jack
to bring about a cut in public spending on Lynch elected, he and his economist
the many layerings of bureaucracy thatMartin O'Donoghue abolished rates. It
already exist from the last Government. worked! Lynch got elected and his party

THE DocuMmENTARY oF 2010
'Inside Jobwon so many awards last
year, including the Oscar for the best
documentary feature. It also won the best
awards at Cannes, New York, Telluride,
Toronto and even th€ritic's Choice It
was screened recently by Channel Four

: " . and was one of the most astonishing
Fianna Fail were back againin power. The .
documentaries that | have ever seen and

Local Authorities instead of Domestic . .
CosT oF DYING Rates received a Grant—a General Pur-that says something. It is now on sale at

The present high cost of funerals is to poses Grant from the Government's HMV's anq widely available on the nep

. T . . Any questions about how our economic
be increased by a significant amount toCentral Fund (i.e. from the foolish tax- downfall happened is answered ver
supportthe proposed Burial and Cremationpayers—where did the tax-payer think the clearly in thispFIJDVD | would ask an ofy
Authority which the Act states will be money was going to come from?) The ou tgtr and get t.o see it over theynext
self-financing. Self-financing is of course other part of Local Authority spending y y 9 .

) . ) : few weeks as it should be prescribed
alie—aeuphemism for financed by us thewas covered by Commercial Rates. Andviewin for everv citizen of the so-called
people. Most of the Act is about the so, over the years, the Grant from Centralfree wgrld As tr¥e trailer states:
appointment of members to the new Board.Funds was reduced and reduced so that ' T
Women are to be over-represented becaus€ommercial Rates had to bear a heavier ~ "The Global Economic crisis of 2008
while it seems laudable that three membersand heavier proportion of Local Authority gg\s/itntin?hgifr .rgt')ns'ogﬁ dotfhé)if(rjlglrie?elr
of each gender are to be appointed. Sectiospending. Then Water Charges were "Th?s is hovint h:;lppened" '

2 (9) (c) states thatA member of the introduced, and Local Authorities started

Burial and Cremation Regulatory Author- charging us for parking on our own streets
ity appointed by the Minister shall be a and charging us for disposal of rubbish. Michael Stack ©
y app y

It is directed by Charles Ferguson.



to liberal democracy as the method of
acquiring and exercising political power.
Those were not only what the Irish
It's Not Sufficient to be Sour na_tion perceived as its defining_character—
istics, they were at the same time what it
After Anders Breivik had massacred time. He meant a realised nation. such agerceived as its defining set of values
nearly 80 Norwegians, the Norwegian those nations were and such as the leadefghich together made it, the nation, a great
Prime Minister told his natioriThis will of the Irish Revolution had aimed at. A value. Moreover, four of those valued
increase our commitmwent to Norway's realised nation is characterised by freedomcharacteristics—ancient, Catholic, rural,
fundamental values'lt seemed he could dignity, creativity in all spheres, confid- and pursuing a long freedom struggle—
take for granted that his audience had atence in its dealings with the world, and the were the features which in the eyes of
least nodding acquaintance with what hepower to transmit those qualities to its Europe and the wider world characterised
called 'Norway's fundamental values'. But citizens. the Irish nation.
supposing Enda Kenny, in a speech on * Inthe decades preceding the Revolution
RTE Radio, were to assure us of his Itis constructive to recognise that we, some of those who would lead itidentified
devotionto 'lreland's fundamental values', or more precisely, our parents or grand-another characteristic of the Irish nation
imagine the public puzzlement that would parents, did not bring thatabout enduringly which was not a value but the opposite.
ensue! What? Fundamental values ownedor the Irish nation; in other words, that This was its 'slave soul' or, figuratively
and honoured by Ireland—by Ireland in the Irish Revolution largely failed, as speaking, its bent back; in plain language,
particular? For at least a week afterwardsCorkery more or less predicted it would. the self-doubting psychological condition
the Dublin mass media would speculate True, as he also predicted, it has left usinflicted on the nation, collectively and
about what Enda Kenny had meant. some degree of national realisation: twoindividually, by the centuries of mental
For those of us for whom Ireland itself nationally-useful things that we did not colonisation. (Much later, academic study
is a fundamental value, it is not sufficient have before it. We have a formally sove- would give great importance to this
to be sour about the anti-national ideology reign and democratic system of govern-national characteristic, as in Raymond
that is now in the ascendant in Dublin or ment, albeit with no due allocation of Crotty's Ireland in Crisis: A Study in
about the actions or inactions of the Irish power to the nation's communities. The Capitalist Colonial Undevelopmeriio8s,
State that are inspired by it; or abditte  factthat we have pooled most of the state'sand RTE Radio's Michael Littleton Lecture
Irish Times historical revisionism and so sovereignty with that of other European 2010 on 'The Role of Malignant Shame in
on. All of these trample on our dis- states does not take essentially from thisthe Rise and Fall of the Celtic Tiger',
integrated nation, true; but a more con-we could also take it back. given by Dr. Garrett O'Connor of the
structive approach to that disintegrationis ~ But our nation is now neither intellect- Betty Ford Institute.) The revolutionary
also needed. Mere direction of sourness atially self-determining, nor economically |eaders saw the Revolution as directed as
the agents of the Counter-revolution self-sustaining, nor culturally self-shaping, much against this 'slave soul mentality' as
amounts to casting their victory in stone. and is therefore far from being the normal against British rule.
The Ireland that we value is the Ireland nation that the Irish Revolution aimed at. *
that the leaders of the Irish Revolution  Obviously, and Corkery assumed this, Equipped with that defining view of
expressly aimed at. That was and remainga nation can exist in a form far short of itself, the Irish nation foughtits Revolution.
an Irish nation that would be intellectually normality or realisation. It can exist as a After achieving amoderate independence,
self-determining; sovereignly and demo- mass of people who are vaguely awareit reaffirmed its identity in the terms
cratically self-governing; economically thatthey are a social unit of mankind who defined before the Revolution, and set
self-sustaining; and culturally self- have shared a common course throughabouttrying to add to those characteristics
shaping. history. But to become a realised, normal'fully sovereign, economically self-
It is what Daniel Corkery, in 1931, in nation, existing actively in the world, that sustaining and culturally self-shaping'.
Synge and Anglo-Irish Literaturealled ~ mass needs to acquire, as afirst step, whabver a twenty-year period it made itself
"anormal nation' | cite the entire passage: Corkery calls a nationalljnormal state  fully sovereign by taking a series of actions
"It was... Lessing who did a man's part ©fMind.Ihave speltthatoutas intellectual culminating inits declaration of neutrality
in giving the German nation confidence Self-determination’. in the Second World War.
initselfand in its star... Ireland's present ~ The first act of that self-determination  Achieving economic self-maintenance
condition is incomparably worse than is to create a shared idea of the nation'smeant, in effect, producing mainly through
Germany's ever was, and not one but adefining characteristics and values. Only Irish enterprise sufficient saleable goods
Y]v:é)(!jeedbat-:)taggpatﬁifsll;egshncﬂ’fni\;.\{ogtlgteb%fthen, with that defined notion and and services to pay for a standard of living
mind among us. One can but predicate SONSCIOUSNESS of its distinct self, can thesufﬁmentto retain the existing population.
notone Lessing nor a succession of them nation set about reahsmg itselffactually— This was made very difficult by the ab-
but rather a succession of nationalistic acquiring the other attributes of normal normally low level of economic enterprise
movements, rising and falling, each nationhood. in that same population. The State
dissolving into a period of reaction, of ) __contributed electrification and in the 1930s
provincialism, yeteachforallthatleaving I the late nineteenth century the Irish oo pjised semi-state enterprises, encour-
before.” istics and values. It came to see itself an({mrtured private industry by imposing
) ) } j ) '~ “tariffs on imports of the relevant goods.
Obviously by @normal nation"Cork-  to present itself, as an ancient, essentially
ery meant. 'normal’ in the context of the Gaelic, Catholic and rural nation, which  During the Second World War, the
Europe of that time; something like what, had fought a long freedom struggle, was State, faced with the steep decline in Irish
say, Norway or Denmark were at that opposed to all imperialism, and adheredmerchant shipping since Independence,
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established Irish Shipping to ensure theMacra na Feirme joined the Irish Country- with Irish retaining an honoured public
supply of basic necessities. (Norway, with women's Association in raising living status.
a similar size of population, had already standards, fostering new skills and Simultaneously, in the 60s, American
put together one of the largest fleets of enhancing social life in the countryside left liberalism, calling itself 'liberalism’,
merchant ships in the world.) and small towns. was engaged in its ideological takeover of
The effort to be culturally self-shaping ~ Poetry was strong and the Irish short Western Europe. Itwasimperial America's
took place on two tracks. On the one hand story attained world status. In 1951 the answer to Russia's implantation of the
the reborn nation endorsed the existingArts Council was established and the Communist ideology in the countries of
cultural institutions—from the Royal Fleadh Cheoifounded. In 1955 Samuel Eastern Europe and in East Germany.
Hibernian Academy, the Royal Dublin Beckett was returned to Dublin with the From London, its European centre of
Society and the National University to the second English-language performancediffusion, the new liberalism was intro-
GAA, Abbey Theatre and Gaelic League (after London's) of hig/aiting for Godot ~ duced to Ireland by Irish sympathisers;
—insofar as they enriched the life of the The 60s were marked by the rise to worldfirst, tentatively, inThe Irish Timesthen
nation. Simultaneously, it proceeded from renown of Irish traditional music and the on RTE.
where the intellectual self-determination foundation of the first Irish television By the early 80s the lIrish ideological
of the nation as ancient, Gaelic, Catholic, station. In 1966 RTE Television con- pluralism of the Dublin mass media was
rural, etc. left off. tributed a dramatic re-enactment of the beingreplaced by a left-liberal orthodoxy.
While guaranteing freedom of religious Easter Rising to the fiftieth anniversary The Irish liberal Correctorate (every West
belief and practice, it endorsed the lived commemoration. European country had one) made clear its
lives of Catholic Ireland with its rituals, In foreign affairs, within successively aversion to treating the historic freedom
moral rules, sacraments, devotions, beliefsghe British Commonwealth, the League of struggle as a national value. Accordingly,
and customs, and the lived lives of rural Nations and the United Nations, post- it was strongly hostile to the ongoing
Ireland, especially in the west. Out of Revolution Ireland played a confidentand armed struggle of the Northern national-
‘Catholic’ sprang the largest Christian innovatory role. In the first two of those ists. The Irish liberals also preached that
missionary movement, clerical and lay, contexts, as on other occasions, Irelandhe nation's Catholicism (or indeed any
male and female, of the twentieth century. enacted its opposition to imperialism.  religion) was not a national value and
Outof 'Gaelic' sprang efforts to sustain the * should therefore not influence the Repub-
Gaeltacht materially, the decision thatlrish  In the four decades from the 40s lic's affairs. On both these matters, they
must replace English as the vernacular,onwards, the nation's ability to realise used the co-ordinated Dublin media daily
and measures aimed at effecting this. Theséself durably in the terms in which had to create a substantial public that was
consisted mainly of making the teaching defined itself crumbled piecemeal and similarly minded.
of Irish compulsory in the schools, and ultimately dissolved. Duringthe Waryears  The Correctorate wade facto dis-
making knowledge of Irish necessary for heavy migration from the countryside to placing the Catholic Church as moral
entrance to the civil service. the cities and abroad took place. As thisteacher of the nation. The legislators were
Simultaneously, to protect the self- increased dramatically during the 50s, conforming to it as diligently as they had
shaping process, systems of banning filmslreland ceased to be characteristically ato its predecessor.
and publications (including books) 'rural' nation. As the Gaeltacht shrank, In 1985 a visiting Australian writer,
deemed injurious to Irish, more specific- criticism grew of the state's reliance for william Buckley, noted the new public
ally Catholic, morality were instituted. In language revival on the schools. The orthodoxy in his bookMemory Ireland
Dublin the large brothel quarter was language movement, notaliBael Linn  and sketched it as follows:
eliminated and, later, in Dublin and else- produced new approaches. Also fromthe  "|reland is not a nation, once again or
where new housing estates replaced slums40s public criticism of the crudely un-  ever, so the new story runs, but two
Dublin's lively theatrical life was enriched discerning book censorship became nations; maybe several; it does not have
by the new Gate Theatre, specialising inpersistent. At the end of the 60s it was its characterls.tlg religion—or, if it does,
Continental and American drama. Galway reformed and rendered minimal. ghgri%?érisnt?é’la:;g%ggz r;c;t aﬂ%ﬁeltcsan
acquwed the Ir!sh-languag'eub_hdhearc_ The heavy dechne_ qf population n the see or hear; it has no p;articular race or
while Cork led in opera.. A national radio 50s provoked a decisive response in the  gihnjc integrity. Ireland is nothing—a
service and thérish Pressnewspapers Whitaker/Lemass economic policies.  no-thing—an interesting nothing, to be
were founded. AEBish StatesmarD.P.  Faced with the apparent evidence thatthe sure, composed of colourful parts, a
Moran'sThe Leadeand the JesuBitudies ~ Republic could not be economically self-  nothing mosaic. It is advertising prose
were followed by a succession of journals, sustaining, the Lemass Government called and Muzak."
notablyThe Bel]which carried on critical ~ foreign industrialists to the rescue. In the _ )
debate about the nature and course of thé0s over 300 of them arrived.. Henceforth ~ But it was not until 2003 that Ireland's
national revival. the Republic was to be dependem’newcondltlonwasafflrmed symbolically

H ¢ stained dl nued to Sconomically, onacombination of foreign in the centre of its capital city. For years
The art of stained glass continued 10, ,o5tment and enterprise, and after 1972there had been public debate about what

flower; the new home-made coinage was, 1o | eland joined the European Shouldreplace Nelson's Pillar atthe centre
_beautlful. The rise of modernist painting Economic Community, on subsidies from of Dublin's Q'Connell Street, opposite the
inthe 30s led, from the 40s onwards, to they, ,, quarter. For the first time since the GPO- The Pillar, honouring Admiral Lord
annual Living Art exhibitions and the e ihe population began to rise.  Nelson, hero of Britain and the British
Independents group. The 40s also saw the Empire, had been blown up by republicans
foundation of the National Symphony  Anotherresultofthe Government's new in 1966. Prominentamong the suggestions
Orchestra and the emergence of therealism' was its replacement of the policy for its replacement were a statue of Pearse
amateur dramatic movement which flour- of making Ireland 'Gaelic' again by a or Connolly or statues of both, to join the
ished in the 50s. Muintir na Tire and vague policy of creating a bilingualism, other statues lining the street; amonument



honouring the Easter Rising; or a monu- That is not to say that, given approp- sports events because it is 'our side'.
mentcommemorating generally the ultim- riately skilled leaders, Ireland might have | may be wrong, and would be glad to
ately victorious Irish freedom struggle. done this at some point in the wake of thehear other views. For myself | take solace

In the late 1990s Dublin City Council Revolution. On the one hand, we were from William Buckley's modification of
decided to erect instead a spire of stainlesdeginners, mere amateurs, and acquiringhis 'nothing’ judgment‘an interesting
steel, 221 metres high, three metres wideand transmitting those adaptive skills takesnothing, to be surg'he said;composed
atthe base, 15 centimetres at the apex, angeveral generations.. On the other, weof colourful parts® | agree about the
signifying—literally, how right William  were subjected to a foreign ideological "colourful parts". Ireland is full of them,
Buckley was!—Nothing. Completed in invasion that valued nothing of what many of them not only colourful but,
2003, it affirms the nation's condition Ireland stood for and that had the power ofbecause of their confidence and initiatives
there today. the post-War American empire behind it. and the pleasure they take in being

* "Trying again”, even with the acquired themselves, inspiring.

So while the ancient, rural, Gaelic, benefit of an existing Irish state and fun-
Catholic nation, heir of a long freedom ctioning democracy, does notseempractic- What we have been talking about, is
struggle, recedes in memory, we live amid able now. It would require us, as did the the common roof, the gel, the collective
the furniture of national nothingness. first attempt, to identify a set of valued pride and power of all the parts, that
Iishmen who died fighting Britain's wars  distinctive characteristics of the existing would give the Irish a proper shared home
being commemorated on a par with thoseand imagined Irish nation for which there in the world and a confident voice in it.
who died for Irish freedom. The nation is a general consensus. And such a conwWhat to do in these disintegrated days?
speaking, never mind not Gaelic, aforeignsensus is now simply not there; nor evenWhile encouraging the most promising of
English shaped largely by Americanfilms, the nucleus of it, Indeed, there is no con-the disintegrated parts, to keep in mind
tv series and pop songs with some inputsensus that even in some undefined waythat ultimate objective and to ponder it.
from British television and newspapers. Ireland is a value, except in international Desmond Fennell

The Irish Catholic Church, discredited 4
its tolerance of paedophile priests, is ung
verbal attack from anti-Catholic Irishme
echoing the lan Paisley of old and the ¢
Ascendancy. Those two cardinals of t
Correctorate, O'Toole and Browne, in pri
and on the airwaves, habitually using t
adjective 'Irish' with the same negati
connotation as did Englishmen for centu
ies, while exploding inaraving vocabulal
of 'hideous', 'appalling’, 'outrageou
‘horrific”, 'disgraceful’. Of our exports
the healthiest part of the Republic's ecq
omy, 90 per cent coming from foreigr
owned firms. Uniquely in Europe, and fq
the first time in a century, Irish magazir]
shops not offering a single home-produc
magazine of ideas. A Government pass
in the face of the world, going now alon
with some action led by others, and, nd
again, following other leaders.

It is easy to be sour and to snipe, bu

is not sufficient, changes nothing, confirms

national defeat. The needed response i
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ponder and discuss what to do. Is it to {ry

o St. Fintan's Widgery
;f Hit By Well-Deserved Belt Of A Crozier

Wikipediaincludes the following in its

€ entry on Lord Widgery:

"He was handed the politically sensitive
job of conducting an inquiry into the
events of 30 January 1972in Derry, where
troops from the Parachute Regiment had
killed 13 civil rights marchers, commonly
referred to as Bloody Sunday (a 14th
person died shortly afterwards). Widgery
was faced with testimony from the
soldiers, who claimed they had been shot

dom, formally apologised for thein-
justified and unjustifiableevents of
Bloody Sunday. As a result of the Saville
report, even observers who are natural
supporters of the Army now regard
Widgery as discredited—the conservative
historian and commentator Max Hastings
has described the Widgery report as ‘a
shameless cover-up'

The November/December issue of

at, while the marchers insisted that no History Ireland has, however, drawn
one from the march was armed. Widgery attention to the following manifestation
produced a report that took the army's of recalcitrant dissent:

side. Widgery put the main blame for the
deaths on the march organisers for creat-
ing a dangerous situation where a
confrontation was inevitable. His fiercest
criticism of the Army was that the ‘firing
bordered on the reckles§'he Widgery
Report was accepted by the British

"The Ulster Museum is in hot water
again. Visitors have complained that the
museum has not updated its exhibition
on the Troubles to reflect the findings of
the Saville inquiry into Bloody Sunday
... that the dead were innocent and their
deathsunjustified and unjustifiable"

again? Our first attempt to make Ireland a  governmentand Northern Irish Unionists
normal nation was not, its economics apart, but was immediately denounced by  But what are we to make of someone
a bad effort; might a second attempt, with Natlo.nallst politicians, and people inthe who tries to "Widgeryise" an earlier
some lessons learned, succeed? E)O%Se'dgizngg;%g%a”ﬁirsaﬁsn"é’ier:e;epolrrﬁe%loody Sunday? The worst historical
g y gs... offences of thérish Timesare not always
First. let it be said that no normal January 1998, on the eve of the 26th ) )

, : _ I anniversary of Bloody Sunday, Tony found in the columns of that paper itself.
European nation has gone through histery Blair announced anewinquiry, criticising Its Assistant Editor, Fintan O'Toole, is
with its initial act of intellectual selfy  {he rushed process in which Widgery fromtime totime employed Bhe Obser-
determination fully intact. Imeanwiththe  fajled to take evidence from those verto'educate'the 'thinking' British public

Y e g P
valued dIStII’IQUIShIng Self'|dent|tythatWES wounded and did not personally read on Ang'o_“‘ish relations. Fintan was at his
defined by thatact maintained fullyintagt. ~ eyewitness accounts. The resulting ., ¢ obsequious on the occasion of the
As history progressed and circumstanges Bloody Sunday Inquiry lasted 12 years o ... e vici

h dy prog | E ti before the Saville Report was published Brms_h Queen's visit Iqst_May. Under the
changed, every normal European nation 75 =75 000 0 1 demolished  the heading ofAt Last, Britain And Ireland
has adapted thatvalued self-identity while Widgery report, finding that soldiers lied Have Grown UpO'Toole proclaimed on
retaining its essential core. Think of su¢h 51,4t their actions and falsely claimed to 22nd May:

experts in this high political skill as

England and France.

have been attacked. Prime Minister David
Cameron, on behalf of the United King-

"The risks the Queen took were not
physical. A massive security operation
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sealed off the events from most of the
Irish public. The pathetic nature of the
protests, which struggled to gather more
than 200 people at a time, made the
security seem disproportionate, butitwas
a necessary evil. And it did allow the
Queento take risks of an entirely different
kind. She stepped repeatedly onto danger-
ous ground. She laid a wreath at the
garden of remembrance that is dedicated
to the generations of Irish rebels who
took up arms against British domination
and paid with their lives. She touched the
raw nerve of Bloody Sunday in 1920
when she visited Croke Park."

But it was O'Toole himself, and he

alone, who was responsible, a fortnight
previously, for obscenely opening up that
raw nerve at its most extreme, by gratui-
tously introducing a Widgery perspective

Whether or not this was true {I!!'} —
and there was no independent inquiry—
what happened next is broadly clear.
Over the course of a few minutes, the
police and Auxiliaries fired 228 shots,
and an army machine gun at one of the
exits fired 50 rounds. Fourteen civilians
were Kkilled, two of them trampled to
death in the panic. Sixty more were
injured. The secret military inquiry,
which became public only in the past
decade, concluded that the firing was
‘carried out without orders, and was
indiscriminate and unjustifiableThe
almost universal view among Irish
nationalistswas that the killings were a
deliberate reprisal against unarmed
civilians for the assassinations of the
intelligence officers earlier in the day."

What a loathsome suggestion for

that British Imperialism itself had been O'Toole to promote! He speculated that it
too ashamed to sustain beyond the immedmight very well have been true that the
iate aftermath of that 1920 massacre. OnBlack-and-Tans invading Croke Park had

8th May, under the heading 6&an The
Queen Win Over Croke Park?Toole's

first been shot at by some GAA fan, and
that the Tans just retaliated, even if it was

Observeressay' had opined more than over-reaction, although exceeding by no
informed(my emphases and exclamations): more than 3 an evening-up of the 'score’

"The 14 people who were killed at

for that day's deaths. That any such

Croke Park stadium in Dublin on 21 Suggestion constituted an outright slander

November 1920 were far from the only

on the Croke Park victims was not only

victims of the Troubles of 1916 to 1923 "the almost {?} universal view among
that led to the foundation of the Irish Irish nationalists} it was already the
state. Indeed, 31 people inall were killed conclusion of the British military

on that single day alone. Yet those killed
when troops and police opened fire on
the crowd atthe headquarters of the Gaelic

authorities themselves in the immediate
aftermath of Bloody Sunday. Moreover,

Athletic Association (GAA) are remem- tHis conclusion had not just been made
bered more clearly than many of the "public only in the past decadeut had
others. They died inthe most traumatic of been proclaimed by one of those British

aconcentrated series of violentincidents. military authorities as far back asght
There was another Bloody Sunday during gecades ago

the more recent Troubles in Northern
Ireland, but this was the day for which the i
termwas coined. Inthe early morning, 14

Thataccount, published by a Brit officer

n 1931, unsurprisingly described and

secret agents, the core of the British denounced dsnurder"those executions/

Intelligence operation against the Irish assassinations of undercover members of

Republican Army, were killed in their the British forces of Occupation that had
suburban Dublin homes by a squad been carried out by the Army of the Irish
organised by the IRA leader Michael Republic's democratically elected DAil.

Collins. In the evening, three prisoners,
two of them senior IRA men, were killed
by the British ‘while trying to escape'.

But, under his Chapter heading bie
Lesson Of Bloody Sunddfie Brigadier-

But it is what happened in the afternoon General in question proceeded to say far
that makes this month's visit by the Queenmore than that:

to Croke Park, the headquarters of the
GAA in Dublin, so resonant. Tipperary
and Dublin were playing agame of Gaelic
football in front of a crowd of 5,000
people. Croke Park was surrounded by a
mixed force of armed members of the
Royal Irish Constabulary, regular troops
and members of the Auxiliaries, an
irregular force largely recruited in
England and attached to the Irish police
to help fight the IRA. Armoured cars
blocked the exits from the grounds. The
intention was that all the spectators
leaving Croke Park would be searched
for arms. Military and police
participants later claimed they were
fired on by someone in the crowd.

"The Fourth Commandment {called
the Third Commandment in the Catholic
tradition—MO'R}, which regulates the
observance of the Sabbath, was never
intended to apply to India or Ireland in
time of rebellion, because those who take
part in war fight on seven days in the
week and banish God from their cal-
culations during the performance... (But
British) soldiers were both figuratively
and literally caught napping on Sunday
morning, November 21, 1920, many
Secret Service, court martial and intelli-
gence officers being murdered in their
sleep or in their baths or bedrooms. The
idea behind the massacre was, of course,
diabolical, butso are all rebellions... The

‘Shinners' chose Sunday as the day for
action much in the same way as | carried
out a raid into the German trenches after
lunch on Christmas Day, because | knew
the enemy might then be caught off their
guard... Assassination of sleeping spies
is outside military decency... (but)
Collins drove the fear of God into the
English in Dublin... Collins took advan-
tage of intense military stupidity ... (and)
drove the terrified outlying 'foxes' into
cover behind barbed wire and sentries...
{He} gained the initiative and made a
Free State possible. The blame... lay
with the British Government, of which
Mr. Churchill, who is making difficulties

in India today, was a member. Collins's
victims were selected officers in posses-
sion of important Sinn Fein secrets, who
could not be easily replaced; but men
who inadvertently became witnesses of
events and therefore dangerous to the
lives of the murderers were also killed
and wounded. Documents seized in the
post by Sinn Feiners, and now on view in
Dublin, definitely linked up Whitehall
with Government assassinations..."

"Lunching at the Shelborne Hotel, |
received orders there to send a company
to Croke Park to co-operate with the
military and the Regular RIC in rounding
up a large crowd of hurley enthusiasts
{sic:itwas in fact a Gaelic football match
thatday—MO'R}, who were to be warned
by megaphone to leave the grounds by
certain gates, there to be searched for
arms! It was hoped to find some of the
murderers of the morning! Seldom had a
more stupid, ill-judged, ill-timed order
been given by military men! Was it likely
that armed men would, in such circum-
stances, stick to their arms? Would they
not throw their weapons on the ground?
Abouta dozenrevolvers were found after
the crowd had dispersed. The search for
arms did not take place, as the 'Black-
and-Tans' from Phoenix Park Barracks,
ablaze with blood lust and fury, fired into
the crowd from lorries, killing many,
some of whom were women. The officer
incommand of my party, Major EL Mills,
horrified and furious, managed to stop
the firing, but much damage was done...
{In} the Croke Park massacre ... crowds
were huddled togetherin enclosed spaces

. and collected for enjoyment or
recreation without hostile intent... On
returning to barracks, Major Mills report-
ed to me the whole facts concerning these
tragic murders, whereupon | made him
write out a full report, which was in the
hands of superior authority within half an
hour. A coroner's inquest—one of the
last of its kind—before which Major Mills
gave evidence, rightly returned a verdict
of wilful murder against the police. The
evidence did Mills no good, but, for once,
the truth was told..."

"Michael Collins won on Bloody Sun-
day inthe morning. The 'Black-and-Tans'
fouled their nests and therefore lost at
Croke Park in the afternoon. The entry in
my diary for that day reads: 'The worst
day in history ... umpteen officers



murdered in bed by 'Shinners' ... Croke
Park Massacre: many murders by RIC.
Mills furious...' Afew days later a martial
array of coffins, draped with the old
Union Jack, moved slowly through
London on gun-carriages. Ministers of
State paid homage! It was a great day in
London for anti-lIrish propaganda. As |
lay unconscious on November 23rd in a
military hospital (having been knocked
outinamotor accident), men were waiting
to measure me up too, for a free ride on a
gun-carriage through London!... to swell
the list! Did the coffins contain only the
remains of murdered British officers and
policemen? One suicide had an honoured
place in the cortége!—anything to swell
the numbers! Who was responsible for
the murders? Was it only Collins?
Ministers sat mute with bowed heads,
while, at times, the whites of their eyes
turned heavenward. The palms of their
hands showed white. They did not
blush!... It is as well to remember that
Mr. Churchill, who has once more blown
himself up over the present situation in
India, and is now playing an active and
not so lonely a part in Indian affairs as
might be expected, was a member of the
Governmentwhichintroduced the 'Black-
and-Tans'into Ireland and failed to protect
the innocent peopleA(Word To Gandhi:
The Lesson of Ireland1931 Chapter V,
"The Lesson of Bloody Sunday", pp53-61).

The author of that withering—

"Savillised"if not 100 percent civilised—
refutation of Fintan O'Toole's "Widgery"
legend of Ireland's first Bloody Sunday

massacre had been none other than

Brigadier-General Frank P Crozier, the
first Commander-in-Chief of the RIC
Auxiliaries, who was to resign in both
disgust and protest at what he caltdls
intolerable fascism'which the British

Government was demanding he should

impose and enforce in Ireland. A well-

deserved belt of a Crozier on Saint Fintan's

Widgery! The blurb on the cover of this
Crozier book read:

"Describes with fearless frankness the

disastrous policy pursued by the British
Government during the Irish Rebellion.

His case is that anything between martial
law and concession of demands leads to

reprisals, murder and chaos. In India
martial law is impossible. The choice,
therefore, is between a situation infinitely

worse than the Irish, or practical conces-

sion of Gandhi's terms."

In the book's analysis of the Irish
guestion Crozier further argued:
"Had | known what | was in for in

1920, when | consented to go to Ireland
to take part in suppressing the Irish Sinn

Fein revolution, | should, in the words of
Mr. Baldwin, never have touched it 'with

the end of a barge pole'. One lives and

learns!... The difficulties of the govern-

ment soon necessitated the introduction

of ex-service recruits to the RIC from

England, flushed by the blood of Germans
and the bellicose teachings of the
Churches" (pp 18-19).

"...A blood-thirsty speech {had been}
delivered in the spring of 1920 by a
Divisional Commissioner of the RIC,
Lieutenant-Colonel Smyth, at Listowel,
to a party of old-time RIC men who were
ordered to murder indiscriminately, at
the dictation of the Commissioner, who
claimed to speak on behalf of the Govern-
ment. A fracas followed immediately
after this speech, in the police barrack,
Colonel Smyth being subsequently
dragged out of the smoking-room of the
County Club in Cork by Collins's agents
and done to death in cold blood at the
point of a revolverpour encourager les
autres. His plan was putin practice against
himself!... The murder of a Divisional
Commissioner of Police was not a matter
to be lightly dismissed by the
Government... Recruitment for the
depleted ranks of the police was speeded
up in England, while an Auxiliary Divi-
sion of Police was formed by the
recruitment of demobilised ex-officers
ofthe Great War, for a definite purpose—
assassination... If they themselves (the
originators of the counter-murder plan)
wished to survive, and at the same time
secretly exterminate, they must refrain
from preaching murder to policemen of
the Irish race, and, instead, bring over
Englishmen to do the dirty job—hence
the formation of the Auxiliary Division...

In other words, it was desired to spread
the doctrine of extermination, but not at
the price of the assassination of Divisional
Commissioners!... So it came to pass
that, by the end of August 1920, | had sent
four newly formed companies of
Auxiliary police to counties Kilkenny,
Limerick, Cork and Galway, each a
hundred strong, well armed, clothed in
their old Army officer uniforms minus
badges of rank (a device used to avoid the
attention of the Treasury, for the Division
was in being, without proper authority,
for several weeks before the 'gaff was
blown") and supplied with transport...
The 'Black-and-Tans', a nickname given
to the new English recruits of the old
RIC, on account of their green caps and
khaki clothing and their similarity to the
famous pack of hounds of that name,
noted for its ability to hunt andill
anything... went from bad to worse, till
they kicked the dust of Ireland off their
boots forever in 1922, on account of the
futility of the whole régime" (pp 22-28).

"During the Sinn Fein insurrection in
1920 the British Government set up a
vile, evil-minded Propaganda Depart-
ment in Dublin, with branches in many
parts of the world, the like of which had
probably never been heard of before in
connection with work inside the British
Empire. In Ireland trained and well-paid
men doped the English and American
public, incited the local Irish police to
misdeeds and issued news sheets which
contained not 'news' but 'views' for the

consumption of the guardians of the law!
To such an extent did the doping and
incitement of the police progress in
Ireland, that Lord Buckmaster, an ex-
Lord Chancellor of England, declared
thatif he, as a barrister, had had to defend
a'Black-and-Tan' policeman in a murder
charge in Ireland in 1921, he would have
set up a defence of 'incitement by the
Government', owing to the murderous
character of the contents of the news
sheets!... The extremists of the Right are
just as difficult as the extremists of the
Left, but far more dangerous! Hence Mr.
Churchill, who as a member of the
Governmentonce did muchto bring about
and prolong the trouble in Ireland, is now
making more in India... Revolutionary
extremists do not murder indiscriminately
or without a cause; this was proved in
Ireland. Indiscriminate murder is, in all
revolutionary circles, considered futile. |
have had considerable experience of
revolt—Ulster, 1914; the Baltic, 1919-
20; Germany, 1920; Ireland, 1920-21;
Egypt, 1925; and my mind is as clear on
the subject today as it was in 1914, when
| received instructions from the Shadow
Carson Government in Ulster to murder
Irish policemen if necessary. During
revolution, once the ball starts rolling,
both sides work to a set plan which
includes murder. The ball has beenrolling
in India for a long time—there have been
many foul murders on both sides. Itis not
without significance that both in Ireland
in 1820-21 and in India British soldiers
were seldom murdered in cold blood.
The reason? They do their work above
board. The officers murdered in Dublin
on Bloody Sunday were not regular
regimental officers: they were 'special-
ists', employed on dirty secret work,
spying, collecting statisticsib rosa or
faking evidence and so forth" (pp83-88).

"Police operating in a civilised country
where the majority of the population is
keptin a state of repression, invariably do
S0, not as the custodians of law and order,
but as the 'bolsterers up' of an unwanted
Government... The 'Black-and-Tans' in
Ireland were merely the expression and
instrument of a Government which had
lost its moral sense of duty and was
steeped in the blood lust of the Great
War... One of the things which horrified
me most in the Baltic in 1919-20 was the
way in which the police exercised their
functions, wrung out confessions by
torture and flung people into jail without
trial. But it must be remembered that the
Baltic States were new and their
difficulties very great. Things are better
there now. The plea of newness cannotbe
raised on behalf of England or India, yet
the tortures imposed on the Indians by
the Budmash irregulars in 1919 or on the
Irish by the 'Black-and-Tans', for the
extraction of evidence, intimidation and
confessions were on a par with what went
on in the new Baltic States in 1919-20
when | was there” (pp131-2).

Itisindeed a sorry state of affairs when,
25
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nine decades after the 'spin' on BloodyO'Toole.In 2002, excerpts from four oth
Sunday—emanating from what Crozier books by F.P. Crozier—including Th
described as Britain's "vile, evil-minded Men | Killed (1932)—were republishe

br the war for it. So they made offers to the
e Greek Prime Minister, Venizélos, of
1 territory in Anatolia which he found too

Propaganda Department"—had alreadyby Athol Books, under the latter title.

been dismissed by the British military

hard to resist.

Manus O'Riordan The Greek King, however, under the

authorities themselves, it has been left
Fintan O'Toole to resurrectand regurgitat
its suggestion that the "Black-and-Tan
massacre in Croke Park might "possibly
have been provoked by a GAA far
shooting first! But Crozier gives the lie to

?General F.P. Crozier: The Men I Killed
(1937), Irish Memoirs and other
writings.
Clifford. 152 pp. Index. 210, £7.50.

Constitution, had the final say on matters
of war and he attempted to assert his
country's right to remain neutral. He was
then presented in the British Press as a
German puppet.

Captain Grenfell, an honest naval offi-

Introduction by Brendan

Naval Warfare

The Royal Navy did not just have
blockade as part of its armoury. It also had
the power of bombardmentto direct against
the enemy and Captain Grenfell provides
a service in reminding us how it was a
precedent that was applied in the Great
War during a largely forgotten event:

"The possibility of direct assault by
navies is frequently denied by advocates
of the 'military' school of thought. They
are in the habit of saying that since sea
power in its military aspects stops at the
coastline, direct attack from the sea cannot
be decisive in bringing a country to
submission. That, they hold, can only be
achieved by an army...

"Itis not quite true to say that the power
of navies stops with the shore. It actually
extends as far inland as the naval guns
can shoot from...

"It happens to have been the habit of
men of many nations in the past to build
their capital or key cities close to or even
on the sea. In all such cases, a threat to
bombard the capital or key city from the
sea might well appear such a paralysing
prospect to the intended victims as to
bring about their national capitulation.

"Such was the actual result in two
cases that will occur readily to the mind.
In 1801, Nelson sailed in with his ships to
aposition overlooking Copenhagen, with
the determination of coercing the Danes
into abandonment of the armed neutrality
against Britain... Under this threat of the
destruction of their national capital, the
Danes submitted to the terms which
Nelson offered them. The fleet alone had
brought Denmark to reason.

"Avery similar episode occurredinthe
warof1914-18.In 1916, the Greeks were
uncertain on which side of the conflict in

cer, makes no bones about what England
was doing in GreeckT he Royalists, com-
prising the legal Government of Greece,
were overawedby the Royal Navy. This
was against the wishes of the Greek
democracy, who agreed with the King's
towards the Central Powers. The GreekPolicy, as"a majority of the people were
Army, which outnumbered the Allied probably also on his sideAnd the British
troops at Salonika, was behind the King, Fleet prevented the Greek Army from
and amajority of the people were probably peing able tdeject the British and French

also on his side. It was not impossible occupation troops'who were violating
that the Greek royal forces would march Greek neutrality

on Salonika and endeavour to eject the
British and French occupation troops; ) . .
and ifthey had, the political consequences 10 accomplish the deposing of King
might have been exceedingly unfortunate Constantine thEntentedecided to occupy
for the Ententecause. Salonika and set up arival Greek Govern-
"But there was another factor, not so ment there under Venizélos. However,
far mentioned, which was to be the tyis Army, much of which had come from
dominantone inthe situation. AtPhaleron i found itself hemmed in by the
Bay, in full view of Athens and within . -
easy gun range of it, lay a Franco-British German successes _agamst _Serbla to the
fleet of battleships, with their turrets Northandthe Bulgarian entry into the war
trained on the capital. The Royalists, on the German side. And as a result the
comprising the legal Government of Germans joked that the British had set up

Greece, were overawed, and the Allied the biggest POW camp in the world, of its
forces remained unmolested at Salonika,g\wn soldiers. maintained at its own

enjoying the open and increasing supportexpense,
of their Venezilist friends. : .
"These are two actual cases of a country It was the Royal Navy that extricated

being completely subdued by sea powerthe Ententefrom this embarrassing
alone, by reason of their presenting situation. Through a starvation blockade
territorial targets of superlative national of the Greek coasts, and a seizure of the
importance to ships' guns. That these twoThessaly harvest by Allied troops, a
cases, _morelover, are not_bc;]und to be sQyigespread famine was produced in the
exceptional as they might seem IS o ira) nation. And then the British Fleet
indicated by a study of a map of the c . ffer h Id
world. Such a study demonstrates what a98V€ Constantine an offer he could not

exposed in this respect. Not only the by the guns of the Royal Navy.

capitals of Greece and Denmark, but also . .
of Sweden, Norway, Finland, Holland, Captain Grenfell does not mention the

ltaly, Portugal, Japan, Brazil, Uruguay, consequences of these events, however.
the Argentine, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Eire TheEntentesubversion of Greek neutrality
and New Zealand are near enough to theled to disaster for the Greeks in Anatolia
sea to be open to sea attack; and the samgfter the Venizélos puppet Governmentin
can be said of the financial capitals c?lfthe Athens was subsequently enlisted as a
United States, Australia and Egypt. willing catspaw to bring the Turks to heel
The political and military assault after the Armistice and the imposition of

Part Seventeen

progress their bestinterests lay. The nationlaunched by Britain on neutral Greece andthe punitive Treaty of Sevres.
was, in fact, divided into two factions. the devastating effect this ultimately had  To save British blood and treasure, the

The Venizelists, who followed M.
Venizélos, were pr&ntenteand had
established themselves at Salonika, wher
they were in open co-operation with the
Anglo-French military force which had

on the Greek people across the BalkansGreeks were presented with the town of
and Asia Minor is almost completely Smyrna/lsmir and then encouraged by
eforgotten about today.

Lloyd George to advance across Anatolia
The Greek King Constantine and his towards where the Ottoman State had

just previously occupied the town. On Governmenttried to remain neutral in the established itself in the form of a Turkish
the other hand, the King's party, still Great War but Britain was determined to State, at Ankara (after it had been sup-
ensconced in Athens, had leanings enlist as many neutrals as possible to fightpressed in Constantinople). But the Greek
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Irish LP Response To Draft PPS 23 and PPS Report And The Catholic Church; USUK;

Somalia)
Labour Comment: WikiLeaks And Labour

September

Left No Alternative. Editorial

The EU: A New Beginning? Jack Lane

NATO Overthrows Gaddafi: The Figleaf
Revolution. David Morrison

Readers' Letters: Fr. Shinnick And The Dripsey
Ambush. Jack Lane

Myths About Libya. David Morrison

Editorial Digest (SDLP Civil War; British &
Paramilitaries; PSNI Stunt; Internment
Case; Schools; Orde; Fags; 1916-2016; C
of | & Language; Derry Riots; Attwood;
Hares; Parades; Derry Railway; Prison
Officers; Kenny & The Pope)

The 'Treaty' & The Party Structuréack Lane
(Talk)

Shorts from the Long Fellow (1985 vs 2011;
FT on Ireland; Morgan Kelly; Gay Byrne;
London Burns)

Issues Of The Middle PastJeff Dudgeon
Letter to Editor

Liberal Unionism At The End Of Its Tether.
(Brendan Clifford Reply)

Scandalknavia Wilson John Hairgpoem)

Irish Bulletin, 2 Some Items From August
1919

Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (Puritanism &
The Modern State; The Bail-out)

Some Comments On Desmond Fennell's
Articles. John Martin

Seeing Clearly.Desmond Fennelieplies to
Jack Lane

Naval Warfare. Pat WalsliPart 13)

Kilkenny In Defence Of Two Republics.
Manus O'Riordan(Talk)

Biteback: The RIC,Donal Kennedy David
Norris, Conchuir O Loingsigh

Does It Stack Up®ichael StackThe Catholic
Church; Recent Reading)

Social Engineering With MunitionsWilson
John Haire

Labour CommenSaving The Social Republic

Legislation to Underpin The Labour Court
SystemPhilip O'Connor

October

Fianna Fail And Sinn FeinEditorial

Germany: the problem/solutiodack Lane

Cenotaph.Donal Kennedy

Readers' Letters: What About The Boundary
Commission?Tim O'Sullivan
Reply. Jack Lane

Two Obituaries. Wilson John Haire

English Thieves And Dublin Castle.

Conor Lynch (Part 1)

Poems.Wilson John Haire.How Long Can
You Maul The World; Richard Holbrooke;
Droning On; Walking Backwards For Justice

Germany: Return To Planned Economy, as
Christian Democrats re-discover themselves.
Philip O'Connor

Shorts fronthe Long FelloWO'Toole On The
State; O'Toole On McGuinness; McGuinness
For President; Irish Times Results; No
Presidential Candidate)

A President UnpartitionedEditorial

Iltems From"The Irish Bulletin" Of 1919-
1921. (Part 3)

Liberal Unionism At The End Of Its Tether.
Brendan Clifford (Part 2)

Seeing Clearly.... Jack Lane(Reply to



Desmond Fennell)
Es Ahora.Julianne Herlihy (Puritanism And
the Modern State, continued)
The Presidency—real choicedack Lane
Naval Warfare.Pat Walsh (Part 14)

From Sing Sing to Sing And Sing, the 1934 Shorts from theLong Fellow (Euro Crisis;

Larkin Affidavit. Manus O'Riordan
Biteback: Scotland & Independence.
Eamon Dyas John RedmondNick Folley
(Unpublished letters)
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack(Free-

Markets; The Euro & Speculators; Joseph Who's Afraid Of William ShakespeareJack

Connelly, recent reading
Labour Comment:A Model Democracy?

November

Lisbon 11l ? Jack Lane O'Riordan(Part 2, The 934 Larkin Affidavit)
Tomorrow's Strike—Public Versus Private? Naval Warfare.Pat Walsh (Part 6)
Mark Langhammer Fintan's Lament. Sean McGouran

Editorial Digest (Budget; Integrated Schools; Biteback: Intimidation. Nick Folley
Health Proposals; Poppy) (Unpublished letter)

Items FromThe Irish Bulletin— 5 (Nov. 19)
Financial Stability; Political Stability; Sinn Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Barndados;
FeinVote; Northern Votes; Father Reynolds; Deaths Of A Thousand Cuts; Black
Media Salaries) Economy; President & Constitution)

Quota: A Correction. Poems Streetwise. Spoken For Written For.

The Palestinian UN Initiativédavid Morrison Wilson John Haire

Does It Stack Up®Michael StackBarnados;
Deaths Of A Thousand Cuts; Black
Economy; President & Constitution)

Labour Comment:Mondragon 2

Lane

An Academic Views The Treaty War In Cork.
Brendan Clifford

From Sing Sing To Sing And SingManus

The 30th Amendment And The Rule Of Law.

Editorial

Fianna Fail And The EU. Jack Lane

The Libyan CharadeEditorial

Reader's Letter And Editorial Response: T
Presidency And Sinn FeiBtephen Richards

Referendum Result29th and 30th proposed

amendments to Constitution
The War That Made The Peace.
Brendan Clifford
Sinn Fein And Fianna FailJohn Martin
Editorial Digest (Majority in North; SDLP
Leadership; Derry Chief Executive; City O

Culture; Victims; Al Hutchinson' Pat
Finucane; James Connolly; Gaddaf
McGuinness & Presidency; UUP; Wa

Statistics; Council Of Isles)

Election Results Presidency. Dublin West
By-Election

Irish Jewish Boys Assaulted On Poppy Daj
Manus O'Riordan(Report)

Poems. Driving Mr. Venus Flytrap. Brav
Sirte. Wilson John Haire

Shorts fromthe Long Fellow(lreland And
Greece; Gambling Debts?; A Reactiona
Demand; The Crisis Of Capitalism

Review . Bruce Ackerman: "The Decline and Fall of the American Republic" (pp.270:
£27.14. The Guardian Bookshop: post free.)

" Antiquum Documentum

Bruce Ackerman is Sterling Professor of Law and Political Science at Yale. His books
have been influential in political philosophy, constitutional law and public policy. With
Anne Alstott he wrote The Stakeholder Society, which influenced Tony Blair

On 6th December 2010, "France 24" The doctrine of Separation of Powers,
¢ broadcasted an interview, in which Profesyhereby State power éivided amongst the
sor Ackerman discussed this, his most recemkecutive, Judiciary and Legislature, has been
;work. The 12-minute dialogue is stillsubverted in a rivalry between the elected
r available on the Internet and gives a goastgans of State. Itfsrther"compounded by
indication of the scope of the book, but—teéhe increasing politicization of the military"
state the obvious—not its depth. In thisckerman regards the military role in
instance the old maxim might be rephrasgdrmulating Iraq War strategy ashe most
Y'to "the devil and the delight are in theexplicit intrusion into policy since
| detail. The book sets out the author'giacArthur's conflict with Truman”.

[ arguments on the legitimacy of some ofthe  »__ for the first time in history, it was Colin
most critical events in recent world history. Powell, the paradigmatic armchair general,
y The approach is authoritative, and has who dominated the media coverage and gained
received fulsome praise from the author's enduring political influence. The triumphant

Investment And Production; Ireland Angi American colleagues. (Opinions expressed bureaucratic-warrior then began to lecture Bill

The Economic Crisis;
Catholic Churh)

Letter To Martin McGuinness About Hig
Presidential CampaigrPhilip O'Connor
Occupy Wall StreetWhat Demand? Jinge

Dixon (Report)

Es Ahora.Julianne Herlihy(Fall Of President
Gaddafi; HSE And Children; General Ton
Barry Commemoration)

Iltems From"The Irish Bulletii Of October
1919-1921. (Part 4)

Vote For Revolution!!!Padraig Og O Ruairc

Defending Th

Reply To Jeffrey Dudgeon On Peter Hait.the guise of stability, fundamental changes

Niall Meehan

The Bowen Syndrome: An Infantile Disorde
Jack Lane(Review of Eibhear Walshe'd
Bowen Selected Writings)

Naval Warfare.Pat Walsh (Part 15)

Propaganda From The FReport

Famine/Holocaust: Some Letters.
from Jack Lane

Does It Stack UpMichael StackDean Of St.
Patrick's; Brian O'Higgins; RTE Bias; Th
Depression

Labour Comment:Mondragon

Repd

December
90th Anniversary Of . . . WhatEditorial
Merkel Line In Ireland's Interest.
Philip O'Connor
Palestine Gets Full Membership Of UNESC(
David Morrison
Readers' Letters: Attitudes To Martin M

b here are those Of a Cantankerous Sean_chnton onhis responsibilities during the presi-
Chorcaigheach!} dential campaign of 1992—writing a New York

Times op-ed {sic} opposing American
intervention in Bosnia, following up with a
Foreign Affairs article elaborating his broad
strategic vision: 'As chairman of the joint Chiefs
of Staff of the U.S. armed forces, | share the
responsibility for America's security. | share it
with the president and commander in chief,
with the secretary of defense and with the
magnificent men and women—volunteers all—
of America's armed forces.'"
A PROPOSED SOLUTION

are being surreptitiously and unlawfully Ackerman's solutions conform to the
- effected and establishing precedents.  existing Constitution, excepting a proposed
"Supreme Executive Tribunabimilar to the
FrenchConseil d'Etat "The tribunal will
ook and act like a court'and its "nine
_ ~ members will think of themselves as judges

The President, head of administratiofor the executive branch, not lawyers for the

and Commander-in-Chief, normally actsitting president".He appears to wish to add
» within currentlaw or applies to Congress ta tier of government to perform a function

have the law amended. But, if he loses thgready within the remit of the Supreme

support of Congress, he may attempt to rufgourt.

by Presidential Decree. Being personally  "since the Supreme Court won't intervene

chosen by thénation” as a whole, he may  early enough to check similar abuses in the

assert"that he, not Congress, better future, the only remaining option is to create a

understands what the People wakt& can new institutional mechanism that will put a

support his action witl{pseudo-) scientific brake on the presidential dynamic before it can
D. consultants to package non-rational appeals 9ather steam.”

| tothe publicihis} struggle forcontinuing __ ask the Court to do its job: or....
" political support: Ruairi O Domhnaill

THE RepuBLIC AND ITS CONSTITUTION

"The American mind is dominated by
heroic tales of the Founding Fathers, who

[ built an Enlightenment machine that can
tick-tock its way into the twenty-first century,
with a little fine-tuning by the Supreme
Court." Ackerman hypothesises that, under

THE ExecuTivE : "T HE MosT DANGEROUS

BrancH" oF US GovERNMENT
rt

Guinness.Wilson John Haire
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CO-OPs continued

had been another point answered e
Outline—

"What we offer is proportion. We wigh
to correct the proportions of the modgrn
state. A considerable return to the fanjily
farm would greatly improve thig
proportion” {bid).

G.K. Chesterton's premature death] in
1936 at the age of sixty-two was a bqdy
blow for the Distributists, they had fo
other larger-than-life champion to put|in
his place.

Cardinal Francis Bourne, Archbishp
of Westminster, died the year befqre
Chesterton but was not sorely missed
the Distributist intellectuals. They had

been shocked by Bourne's support for|the
y PP | today and be told that Mondragon was

British Government during the Genefa
Strike of 1926, which in their opinion
seemed to fly in the face of the sodial
teachings in the papal encyclicals.

MoNDRAGON AND DISTRIBUTISM

"The greatest existing example of how
Distributist ideas can and have been jput
into practice is the famous Mondragpn

by

Weekly, Melbourne, 3.7.2011).

Don José Maria Arizmendiarrieta diped
36 years ago, he was indeed a remarkjable
and prophetic man! Were he to retlirn
today, adhering to the sole concept| of
Distributism, he would be shocked to gee
how his Mandragon concept has advanced
—but I doubtif he would be disappointgd.

He has made a signal contribution|
Workers running their own industry a
proved that substantial working cl3
development is possible within worke)
control and that such development i
useful, if not a necessary, preparation
any form of socialism which is not to
'bureaucratic', evenifitfsvorkers' capit-
alism".

Were Belloc and Chesterton to retdirn
the
classic example of what Distributism|is
about—they would cry!

CaTHoLIc AcTION

LEARNS To CHANGE!

In last month'd.abour Commentwe
pubhshed an article by Race Mathews
Australian Labor Party member a

an
hd

Catholics to the ideas of Belloc a
Chesterton, Santamaria was alread
1981 heavily qualifying the Distributij
connection with the reservation that:

of others and listening to their discussig
"The final edition of the memoirs i
1997 was less circumspect. Respong

d
by

to a friendly reference to his Distributgt

convictions by the one-time Australi
Labor Party leader, Bill Hayden, he wro
‘Infactwhatever economicideas | expr

are not 'Distributist' in the Chestertonifn

sense of that word.' It was a low-
farewell to so long-standing and cent
affiliation." (Collateral Damage: B.
Santamaria and the Marginalising

Social CatholicsRace Mathews; 2005§

RonaLp KNox

"The body of ideas,' says Monsig

Knox of Gilbert's [Chesterton] sociolog
‘which he labelled, rather careless
'distributism’, is a body of ideas whi
still lasts, and | think will last, but it is n¢
exactly a doctrine, or a philosophy; it
simply Chesterton's reaction to life
(Maisie WardGilbert Keith Chestertg,

Penguin Books, 1958).

Cooperative Corporation in the Basd
region of Spain.

"While notavowedly Distributist itsel
in name, its governing principles certai
are. It saw its beginnings in 1956 whe

ue formerpublic representative and avow|
Distributist.
He attacks Bob Santamaria, the led

ly of Catholic Action in Australia who di€]
18in 1998 and is held responsible for keep

ed  Ronald Knox was another Oxfo
convert, ordained a priestin 1917. He

derthe son of a Low Church Anglican bishd
d Itisoften boastethat he almost converte

ingHarold Macmillan” He summeq(

Basque priest, Don José Maria Arizmén
diarrieta, inspired five young engineeripg

graduates to borrow money and begir} an

enterprise producing oil stoves and par-
affin heaters. Rapid success and
need for furtherrivestment saw thein
establish a co-operative bank which/|in
turn, saw the multiplication of associated
cooperatives.
i) Fr Arizmendiarrieta was a man pf
similar thinking who took up the challenge
and proved through the establishmeng of
the Mondragon cooperatives that it|is
indeed possible to liwgithout completd
dependencen either market or state for
one’s livelihood" (Damian Wyld, News

INSIDE THE SPIDER'S PARLOUR

La Belle discotheque, Berlin, April, 1986,
begins the fix.
Pan Amflight 103, Lockerbie, December,
1988,
seals their fate.
UTA flight 772, Niger, September, 1989,
renders Libya supine.
35 million dollars
begins the journey into the spider's
parlour.
2.7 billion dollars
contributes to the coming media

" the Australian Labour Party out of offi

for 23 years. Santamaria was motivated
by a deep distrust of Communism, which

thehad inordinate influence in the Australipn

labour movement from World War 1l U
until mindless Leftism messed it all uf

hal-
(s

"Santamaria's response to the margi
ising of Distributism for which he bea|
primary responsibility was to turn his
back on it. Successive editions of his
memoirs trace the diminution of his
enthusiasm. Whereas the initial memoir
in 1964 outspokenly celebrated the
indebtedness of his generation of young

squalor.
170 million dollars,
further tightens the collar.
These payments lead sanssanctions
and to the path of other dimensions:
the elimination of so-called weapons of Asked repayment of compensation paid,

mass destruction,

e Chesterton up well.

Maisie WARD

Sums Up!

In a note to the 1958 edition of
book, Maisie Ward writes: Since t
chapter was written the aftermath of
second World War and the emergenc
the Welfare State have given to Distrib)

ism an air quite curiously remote.

ism and the stranglehold of bureaucr
as futile as its critics held, or was it
Chesterton believed a last bid for freed
and vitality in a dying society?"

pr

Y

S
m

Gaddafi's adopted daughter Hannah)

In from the cold, into the sauna.

Is Libya now equal?

Well, that's another sequel.

They thought they were.

(that protection racket affair)

two human sacrifices on the altar of wanted tens of millions for lost trade

Western aspersions,
ending revolutionary ways,
keening to MI6/CIA, Libya obeys,
opens up to oil exploration,
draws Western business adoration.
(forget the US bombing "86 that killed

which sanctions mislaid.

they ran, the bailiffs foiled.

Benghazi the bait, enter the spider,

war planes as outriders.
Wilson John Haire
5th April, 201

Too hot in the Libyan desert for US Oil,



CO-OP . d As alternatives to Capitalism, the Cath- Unions and offering Church guidelinfgs

- S continue olic revival and Distributism made fgr for alleviating social evils.

geneity, just as homogeneity threater] ed!eSS progress in the 1930s tha_n Commpin- Atthe firstformal meeting of the centifl
ism, which generated more intellectugal

to overwhelm rural England” _ T branch of the League it was agre&tat
enthusiasm than at any other time in the b hould make a habit of d

Part of the impetus for Distributish English-speaking world. members should make a habit of deagng

had come from the convert generatio's  »ne Catholic intellectuals' own view, S Tal Snops“They should avoid eve

earlier experience before they ever hebrd of course, was that they alone had| a>Ma) Shops which sweat their employegs,

of Papal Encyclicals—another of the majy each branch should prepare a list of srgall

programme, based on the encyclicqls, -
which blended sound economic and mofal Shops for the use of its memberSe¢
principles, but they could see which wgy above)

the wind was blowing. Daniel Lord, § The same type of outlook is prevaldnt
Jesuit, says Arnold Sparr, “always today under the slogdtShop Local"at

tcr?ngzssed to ?fgeaking aﬂrt?i(ation °T your Multi-National store and the populft
the Lommunists' because Ol NEIr SUCCESSy ¢t ¢ joe Duffy and his RTEiveline
in inspiring youthful enthusiasm anf

idealism which his own church could ngt €@MPaigns, like the Friday Fiver! Itis

cases in which pre-conversion influend
were adapted to the new Catholic settipg.
Chesterton's and Gill's early econonpic
ideas had been drawn from Christian
Socialism. At the start of the century,
Chesterton had opposed Britain's rolg in
the Boer War because he saw the Boels as

es

a republic of self-reliant small-holdin
farmers, underthreat from a British Emp|re

seen to match" (Sparifo Promote,
Defend and Redeem, U.S., 1990, p45

thatlong ago, if this proposition was raigg
). ata Trades Council meeting, you'd be
with the rebuffWe're all in the EU now!"

at the beck and call of gold and diamohd

merchants, Chesterton, writes his bigg. s N
rapher Michael Ffincithad always see "To say we must have Socialism pr ALL Tak, No AcTion!

the Boer farmers as he might have seerCapitalism is like saying we must choose ~ When he was challenged as towhe

the yeoman farmers of Gloucestershire orbetween all men going into monasteripsLeague was going to act on Distributi
Herefordshire’ and he heartily approved and a few men having harems. If | deniedprinciples, Chesterton answered that
of their rough independence. such a sexual alternative | should npt immediate task was to propagate

need to call myself amonogamist; | shoyldLeague's principles. Their work was
continue to call myself a man| talk.

"l wonder whether as time went on
did not recall his own old comparisg
between the early Christian and
modern Socialist. For Distributists fi§r
more than Socialists should have bq
vowedto action. Therewas agrave da
both of making their propaganda ig-
effective by lack of example and Jf
weakening themselves as Distributigs
(Maisie Ward, cited above).

IRISH 'PEASANTS'

Another formative experience had been (Chesterton).
{holrish Land At of 1603, by which Irish, s

tenant farmers had been allowed, for the

first time, to buy their own farmland

which they then did with alacrity. Hilaire  pytist League. Its startin 1926, less thah a
Belloc had approved, noting thete Irish | decade after the 1917 Bolshevik Revgl-
people had deliberately chosen to becometion and just months after the Genetal
peasant proprietors... when they coyld strike, was marked by intense enthusiagm,
have become permanenttenants undeffagng its progress was recorded week [by
easierterms'The incident had contributed \yeek in the paper. The inaugural meetihg
to Belloc's indictment of wage slavery |n ook place in London in September, 1926.
The Servile Stald913), the sacred text ¢f chesterton summed up their aittiEheir | and quarrel about the admission
Distributism. The examples demonstrat 3d:simple idea was to restore possessiop” machineryinto the Distributist state, ab
said the DiStribUtiSts, that people wodld He added that Francis Bacon had |ong Enghe nature of one another's Distributi
rather have land ownership with povelty sajd: "Property is like muck. It is good and what was necessary to constituff
than wages and luxuries. Moreover, onlyifitbe spread'Chestertonwaselected Distributist. Chesterton himself felt thijt
widespread farming would restrain tihe president. machinery should be limited but nfpt
aggressive centralizing State. By November, 1926, the sale of hjs abolished:

paper had increased two-fold to 8,000 "...the order of things had been histor-
€ copies. ally that men had been deprived

> . . M. Chesterton was asking for a return property and enslaved on the land be
When their anti-Banker rhetoric took 9n the sanity of the field and workshop, the machine-slavery of industrialism h

an anti-Jewish cast, as it usually did in hecraftsmen and peasant, from the insar]| be"clr?r(?tﬁgr?;gir?jlghedid twantme
e e e it g e hneTpomeN:. e e i i o
' Nover-production and starvatiohVe are i i
oli hv Capitalism laid it ¢ i - selves, men their own employers, t
.lgarc y Capi als_m aiaitopen OaC(? S destroylng food because we do notnee own employees—that was the objectlye
ations of Communism from conservatives e are starving men because we do of Distributism. A wide distribution o
and businessmen. In short, Distributi$m need them." property was it primary aim'ligid.).
contained something to annoy everygne
and never managed to make the turn from Amajorinfluence on Chesterton's vieys
ideal to reality. Many of the Distributists Was the 1891 Encyclical of Pope Leo XII|,
became ardent conservatives during theOn the Condition of the Working Clas
1940s, especially when the outcome|of(Rerum Novarumiiterally New Things) | fact that America still had this larde
the Second World War leftGodless| This document continued the Catholic element of family farms as a basis
Communism'as the sole effective chal- Churchattack onthe twinerrors ofextremerecovery_ The suggestion that Distributifts
lenger to a US-dominatetChristian | individualism and collectivism but alsp wanted to turn everybody into peasafits
West" took the radical step of supporting Tragle continued on page 30

DisTrIBUTIST LEAGUE
From G.K's Weekhgrew The Distri-

No MACHINES
The Distributists soon began to arg

The Distributists knew that they we
vulnerable to the charge of utopianis

it
hot

Back To THE FARM
"There's nothing for it but to go ba
S the farm' said Chesterton. He noted the
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Distributists Occupy Wall Street

The American Chesterton Society—

Posted By Richard Aleman On 9th November 2011
At the first formal meeting of the central branch of The Distributist League it was agtes#dnembers should make a habit
dealing at small shopsThey should avoid even small shops which sweat their employees, each branch should prepare a i
shops for the use of its members.

to put the small producer in touch with the small retailer. We hope in the end to establish within the state a communig|fal
supporting, of men and women pledged to Distributism, and to a large extent practising it. Less and less, then, will the jugglinggpf fina
have power over us; for it does not matter what they call the counters when you are exchanging hams for handkerchiefs, or pigs f@ pianc
(Maisie WardGilbert Keith ChestertarFirst published in 1944. Penguin Books 1958).

Many of the Distributists were converts to amiddle-class family. During his child} the influence of his good friend Belloc

to the Catholic Church, a lot of them wi

strong Anglican backgrounds. Eric Gil
the sculpture and type designer, was
biting critic of capitalism, when he wasn
attacking his new-found faith. Evely
Waugh was another. Father Vincent N
Nabb, the Dominican Professor of Phil
sophy born in County Down was ofte
described as tH€&ather of Distributism'

The two intellectual dynamos behin
The Distributist League were GilbertKeit]
Chesterton and Hilaire Belloc.

h hood, his parents were caught up in t

aAlthough nominally an Anglican, G.K.'g
't early life was plagued by a sort'spiritual
h crisis" —perhaps a mirror to the wide
ic spread'fin de siéclé attitude of despair
D- prevalent among British intellectuals 3
n the time.

In matters of politics, he initially joined
the Liberal Party while his younger brothe
Cecil became a Socialist.

In matters of religion, he went throug

, then society craze of Spiritualism.

neto finally convert him to Catholicism.

PapaL ENcYcLICALS

on the compatibility of their teaching wit
Leo XlllI's encyclicalRerum Novarum
it (1891) and its sequel, Pius XI@uad-
ragesimo Anno (1931).

Catholics of all excuse for complacent
ignoring social evils which shoulg
challenge the conscience of all Christid
men", wrote Albert Lunn.

"The great papal encyclicals... deprivi

The Distributists laid great emphasl

. . stages of scepticism before settling forla

Belloc was born in France in 1870, time on an acceptance of the general trlith  pistributi '
shortly before he and his family fled from of Christianit Itvi\:/)ould take sevgral decadgs D|str|but|s_m b pased on the sl
Paris to escape the invading Prussians |Hg | ma'ore\)//énts - his life—and brobab ion that Capitalism was a depersonalisifig
returned to France for national service ahd ! P Y system that turned men and work injp
throughout his life remained loyal to th Subscribers o th ] arl c;)mmodg:es and gavle thﬁml all SE |n )
ideal of French—and Catholic—culturg] >RoSCHOers 1o the magazine are regu arly changeableé money value. liplaced bankgrs

AtOxford, he had a distinguished care roffered special rates on other publications and financiers at the centre of society ajd
as a history student, become Presiden{ dtish Political Review is published by | human spiritual values at the margin. Fgr
the Oxford Union and made a name ag a  the IPR Group: write to— from being a system that guaranteed fhe
public speaker. 1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road “g_ht of C'_“ZE_’”S .tO hold prlvgte pro_pe_rt

He was elected to Parliament in 190, Bray, Co. Wicklow  or said the Distributists, Industrial Capitalis
first as a Liberal and for a short time as n 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or was concentrating property in the hangs
Independent, before retiring in 1910. H PO Box 6589, London, N7 6SG, or of a dwindling number Of_ p!uto_crat
growing disillusionment with party poli- Labour Comment, Against the plutocracy, D|str|but|s_ts
tics, economics and society in general Ifd  C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork City. many, though notall, of them Catholics gr
him to write in 1912 possibly the mo TEL: 021-4676029 Anglo-Catholics—favoured a dramati
famous work of his long literary career: Subscription by Post: red|str_|but|on of land, enabll_ng rootlesy
awork which led directly to the emergen 12 issues: £20, UK; urbanites to return to the soil as farmegs
of the Distributist movement—namely € 30, Ireland; € 35, Europe. and to feel an organic connection with tiie
The Servile StateHe later expanded or Electronic Subscription: actual earth that fed them. They favourgd

these ideas in other works suchTdse
Crisis of Civilization(1937).

Chesterton was born in Londonin 187

€15/ £12 for 12 issues
(or € 1.30/ £1.10 per issue)

You can also order from:

decentralisation, folk crafts, regiond
variation and dialect. As one histori
said: "Distributists celebrated hetero

Zhttps://www.atholbooks-sales.org

continued on page 31
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