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"Shaken, Not Stirred" ?

"Who am | to say whether Martin McGuinness was or wasn't an ag@ht'is thej

unexpectedly modest question asked of himself by the English groupie of Bel

Republicanism in the early 1970s, who went on to joirrible Independerd stable of
anti-lrish columnists—Kevin Myers (26th June). If he was her agent, then the
does right by shaking the hand"ohe of her truly heroic servants"And should no
Myers himself also seek the honour of a handshake with this man, whom
denounced so roundly (and ineffectually) for so long, not knowing that he
colleague?

Butwhat if he wasn't an agent? Then the Queen's handséialas to endorse Sfirg
toxic mythology'and thatwill be a very bad day's work indeedAnd perhaps it make
the Queen an agent t#fira"!

And why not? These twisted dabblers in Republicanism who have mended the
dare not look analytically at the perverse British governing arrangements for t
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Ireland's Treaty Referendum:

®ES vote vindicated!

Dueerngela Merkel has come under massive
attack for herfiscal/banking union proposals
he hasom the German capitalist class!
vas aFollowing her proposals for a fiscal/
banking union and the necessity for
s "Europe" (i.e. the Eurozone) to move
s towards political unionHandelsblatt
(organ of German capitalism) (10th June)
rwagsned of the danger of Germany being
he Biade the financial'milking cow" of

Counties, which generated the Provo movement and gave itits power. They are theré&uarepe. A few days earlier the Chancellor

driven to explain the Provo movement as a kind of evil which derives its powe
another world. And if it penetrated Castlereagh High Security Barracks and took
most security files in broad daylight, why not Buckingham Palace?

And, by the way, the Northern Bank Robbery, which was so confidently attribu

the IRA by Fianna Fail, and by John Bowman in his great days on RTE, has been flestoré&d

to the realm of the unexplained by the quashing of the conviction of the
moneylender after a rigged prosecution. The overturning of the conviction has s
been reported. It leaves the only money from the robbery that has come to ligh
the hoard found in an RIC building. (Right belief requires one to think that the R
planted it.)

In the end Myers can't believe that McGuinness was his secret colleague. So
to Evil as the source of Provo power—Evil as the uncaused cause of itself
generates infinite power out of nothing.

We recall a series of Secretary of State rummaging the dictionary for disg
similes to apply to the Provos: scum, pus etc. For Myers they are serpents—ang

frdrad met with UK Premier David Cameron:

put the ... the German chancellor said greater
fiscal co-ordination was only one of many
ted tomeasures needed to stabilise the euro-
ne. 'lt is necessary, but not the only
c precondition’, she said. 'When we look at
ork :

the medium and longer term, we need
Larcely,ore coherence, not just in terms of
t beingscal policy, but also in other areas. The
rovospact is a necessary step, but is not

sufficient'." Guardian 7th June 2012).

t's badle British Government and thman-
whidal Times—ergan of the City of London—
have maintained an unrelenting campaign
ustiigmanding that Germany drop'dsister-
coityiapolicy towards Eurozone debtor states

It puts one in mind of poor Laocoon in theneidwho was trying to warn the Trojags and instead flood the currency zone with

about Greeks bearing gifts, and to persuade them to destroy the wooden horse,
serpents came out of the swamp and strangled him.

"The republican narrative is like an anacondait swallows anything that is throw
at it and assimilates it to its own need$rem the slaughtered Protestants of Wexf
in 1798 to the slaughtered Protests of west Cork in 1922".

"Sfira lost the war, as 'republicans' always ddSo why are those who hate it
unhappy?

Because it does not admit that it lost the War, say 'dissidents' like Anthony Mc
who denounced Adams for not keeping on fighting, and who is now a darling of th
Provo Establishment.

They lost the War and pretend they won it, and they arétnging to win the peace'
"Trying to"! They have won ithands down. The SDLP has been relegated to the €
margin by the nationalist electorate, and the Provos have established a relations
the Paisleyites that the SDLP never succeeded in establishing with the fur-coat

unihteap money without strings attached.
The issue came to a head with the
n Spanishbank crisis. UK Chancellor of the
hrd Exchequer George Osborne demanded:
"Spanish banks should be givenimmediate
access to the eurozone rescue fund, which
can currently only disburse money to
governments" (Financial Times, 6th June).
The fund, which has been bank-rolled by
nty ermany, France and others to an extent
E aPf€]tr and to which Britain contributes
not a cent, held its nerve and insisted that
the €100bn would be transferred only if
Xtrém8panish Government took responsibil-
hipityitfer it, as there is no European control
brigd&enks operating within member states.

SO

of Unionism.

| continued on page 2|

Irish Government Ministers from Michael
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of atrocities, and his support of the
CONTENTS 'dissident’ critique. His demand is that
Sinn Fein should brand itself a murder
gang, admit that it lost its murder
campaign, and——7?
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Primitive Communism And Private Property effective independence of action?
Mondragon, Part Nine Close on 40 years ago, when the War

(back page) had barely taken off, we discussed the
situation with Fr. Faul. Like us, he opposed
the War but had a realistic understanding
of the conditions that gave rise to it. He
was appalled and impressed by the tenacity
of the Provos. The Irish mode of warfare
was like a hurling match, fast and furious
and soon over. But the Provos were
laying it like a cricket match. He couldn't
‘gnderstand it.
Itsoon became obvious that the Provos,
who were a product of British mis-
government of the Six Counties rather
than Partition as such, made war on Britain
by British methods. And the mostimport-
ant moral lesson about warfare that is
gained from British experience is notto be
Orr€asoNSyefeated. When Britain understood that it

Establishment 'dissident’ Anthony
Mcintyre, who was cultivated by the
Establishment's IRA man, Lord Bew, is
included in Professor Fitzpatrick's little
herd with a contribution tderror In
Ireland. The Terror he exposes is that
Sinn Fein has an effective party structure
and maintained an effective party discip-
line. It brings to mind thdrish Times
critique of Fianna Fail under Haughey's
leadership twenty years ago when it was
generating economic development.

Tommy McKearney, a 'dissident’ who
has not lost his bearings, was interviewed
on BBC'sNewsnighton the eve of the
handshake. He appreciated that the
handshake was a calculated political
exercise, but thought it possible that Sinn
Fein would be caught by the Royalist
mystique.
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NEXT ISSUE:
Attitudes to Sinn Fein. Stephen Richards
An Irish Anti-Fascist Volunteer. Manus O'Riordan

But Myers does not like this peace in gave rise to the War, was a bogus demo
which the Provos are winning theulture  cracy operated by majority rule. The
war in the media"with their "toxic system which makes the present peac
mythology: He will not serve the cause of possible is based on a recognition of the
thisimmoral peace. He depldymportant  existence of two local body politics, each
moral concepts"and tries to unsettle it of which has control of Departments of
with "lists of IRA atrocities,'such asthe  the devolved Government as of right.
IRA's drowning bath" Apartheid—separate development—was

We must admit that the detail of the bogus in South Africa, as it did not allow
‘drowning bath' escapes us. In our longfor African development. Democracy
opposition to the Provo war policy—in wasbogusinNorthernlIreland, f
West Belfast and notin DL_JpIm 4—Wt_'-3_d|d we have often expla}med. _ was confronted by a tenacity of will equal
not refuse to see the political conditions ~ What was established in 1998 was & i1« own—a thing which it took a long
wr_nch produced and sustalned_ it, and wesystem allowing for a considerable degreetime to believe—it agreed to the drastic
rejected the approach of making propa- of se_pgrate development o_f the two C(_)m'rearrangement of the structure of govern-
gandaOL'ltofthe_Iastselr:x_:ted atromt_y. Butmunmgs, each of which has its ment which it otherwise would not have
another 'drowning bath' is fresher in the proportionate share of devolved power. contemplated.
memory—the one that was in regular use
following the invasion of Irag. AndMyers ~ What Kevin Myers thinks about this ~ The second lesson is that for Britain an
was a propagandist for that invasion. matters little. He writes his angry column Agreement is a continuation of war by

for pay every week and must find some-other means. Sentiment about peace can

"Sfira's"toxic myth is that itfoughta  thing to be angry about. What matters isbe used to disintegrate the enemy after the
26-year human-rights struggle against a that Myers' view of the Northern situation fighting stops. In British political discourse
dastardly British apartheid systemNo  is now also the view of the leader of peace is often referred to matter-of-factly
doubt Myers' important moral concepts Fianna Fail. He declares, in defiance ofas a weapon. But in the North it found
blinded him to the fact that what was the evidence of his eyes, that Sinn Fein igtself countered effectively in peace as
achieved by the war was precisely an a force for sectarian division in the North well as war. And, after all of that, it is not
apartheid system. The old system, whichand tries to subvert it with his selective list likely that the Provos will be disabled by



the functionary of State called The Quee
It is only in the Southern Media, whic
has been shredding its own national cult
for years and bringing it into contempt
that the starry-eyed view of Royalty i$
evident.

|LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi

| raised the issue of Aung San Suu Kyi's father with a functionary of Ampesty
e in the
iately
he onc

appeared to understand what had happenesblonial regime (under which "George Orwell", serving as a colonial policeman
in the South in connection with the Treaty part in guarding public hangings). Aung San's movement initially welcome
and to be determined that it should notJapanese war to oust the western colonial powers from Asia, and his movemen
happen in the nationalist community in to establish a Burmese Government in cooperation with the Japanese. The rel
the North. And this was at a moment soured before the end of the war. Aung San was murdered in 1946 at the hands qf Britist
when Fianna Fail was busily denying its agents, as was confirmed by Fergal Keane in a BBC documentary about a decade agc
anti-Treaty heritage. Philip O'Connor

The Irish Post on 22nd June

Deserters For Empire?

Last week in Dublin Burma's pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi was feted by
Bono, Bob Geldof and other worthy but lesser Irish citizens.

Her immense popularity in Burma partly arises from the veneration given her
murdered father, a patriot who initially welcomed the Japanese invasion of his gountry
believing it would be less tyrannous than British rule with which he was more familiar.

You carried (June 23) a photograph of British soldiers in Burma in 1943 enggged in

The following letter was sent to

Micheal Martin

Micheal Martin set out his views abo
Sinn Fein in a lengthy interview with Pg
Kenny on 30th April. His remarks featuye
in the Summer issue of Church & State
(Issue 109). Below is a brief extract:

Michael Martin: "...I don't see Sinn
Fein as a Republican party in the fi
instance. Their actions, not just in t
past but even in the present day are
very antithesis of what Republicanigm
should mean...

...Basically, Republicanism to me
the capacity to unite Protestant, Cathg
and Dissenter. And | think Sinn Fein
not have that capacity. We saw evide
of that during the Presidential electi
when large sections of society here fou
it difficult to comprehend the prospect
a Sinn Fein Presidency because of
murders and the activities that th
engaged in. And yesterday in my spe¢
at Arbour Hill, you know, | made it ver
clear that there is no connection, nor

there be any attempt to connect th

activities of the Provisional IRA with th
War of Independence period, or inde
with the leaders of 1916: 1916, which
part of the narrative that Sinn Fein hg
been endeavouring to articulate.
Pat Kenny: You said Sinn Feir
prolonged suffering because of its de
in embracing democratic politics.
MM: Absolutely. And if you talk tg
some ex-combatants and people who w
members of the IRA, they now reali
that. And they believe that there wa
fundamental dishonesty at the heart
the Provisional IRA campaign from t
mid seventies onwards, particularly af
Sunningdale. And that thousands
people lost their lives needlessly..."

the return of Burma to the former undemocratic regime. It was a time when thousands
t of pro-democrat Indians such as Gandhi and Nehru were interned by the British and
€ millions of Indians perished from famine as a result of British war measures. The photo
Néncluded a deserter from the Irish Army, who had voluntarily sworn allegiance to
Ireland, a democratic state The Irish Times reported that the deserter, Paddy Reid, fough
in the Battle of Kohima, in India in 1944. That battle was fought to keep India British,
cin accordance with Churchill's Imperial agenda.
b In Dublin last week Minister for Defence Alan Shatter did Ireland, and history, a
cedisservice by honouring men who dishonoured their oaths. | doubt he will ever bg feted
N in a liberated country as Eamon de Valera was in India, nor that his reputation wyill rest
as securely as does that of de Valera's amongst the nations liberated from colonial rule
Donal Kennedy
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GET ON YOUR COAT OF DUAL COLOURS
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It is not as lovers they will soon meet,

nor as enemies on a lonely road,

one indestructible in a peaceful mode,

one a government-issue, made to greet.

Some tear their hair out, some are near dumbstruck:
look who it is in the armoured carriage

with that dog-of-war who used to forage

when war was a community in flux.

Enter politics of the determined,

history hums as it is played by ear.

Two national entities predetermined,

only one Northern Ireland sheep to shear,

now only one golden fleece somewhat thinned.
Two suitors, one soul, one strategy clear.
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Wilson John Haire
25th June, 201%
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ois Hollande, who sees his insistence on1930s 9th June). The end result of a

budgetary discipline plus growth measurestransfer union, of course, would be a

YES vote vindicated! finally vindicated. functioning currency zone but with a

continued permanently disabled core. What rich

Germany is, of course, not just Ger- pickings that would bring from the City's
many. What Merkel represents is the perspective!

Noonan to Joan Burton equally took up combined voice of all the mainly, but not

Osborne's call, as it would of course be

. o only, northern Eurozone states , such as There is a strong case for those in
gé%i:g:ssvfzrsr?ﬁgziﬁggsﬁl‘};;};fg;:ﬁl; Finland, Netherlands, Belgium, France |reland, Greece, Spain, Portugal and Spain
worth a try! and others, and also including those not ;114 argue, as Bloomberg put it, that

Germany, France and others reject theSVen in the Eurozone yet (though eager to

"irresponsible borrowers can't exist
get there), such as Poland. Some of these P

British pressure to make the Eurozone . much more radical in insisting on without irresponsible It_enders" (Hey
"transfer union'where stronger economies g . .1 discipline in the Eurozone to Germany: You Got a Bailout ToMay
permanently subsidise weaker economiesngure the stability and future of the cur- ~ 24th 2012). The case is loudly made for
without fiscal rules applying, a recipe rency. Estonianworkerson€250perweek ~ burning the bondholders™ But the
they see would disable the Eurozone insimply donotunderstand why they should ~ Eurozone states decided decisively on the

the long term. subsidise transfers to yacht owners in  alternative path of stabilising and securing
Merkel clarified the othemeasures”  Greece who are paying no tax at all. the common currency, and moving tow-
she envisaged in atep by stepthove to ~We have to assume that thimancial  args a debt mutualisation system once
full "fiscal and political union"(of the ~ Timesknows what it is doing. On 29th  financial discipline has been bought into.
Eurozone): May, two days before the Irishreferendum | Greece, where an opinion poll just

"...implying, down the road—once the O the Fiscal Compact, it published an pefore the election showed the largest
hard work of fiscal discipline and OPinion piece by Irish eurosceptic David proportion of the population of any Euro-
structural reform was well under way— McWilliams: It's Not A Fiscal Union, It's - 7one country in favour of sticking with the
a willingness to collectivize some debt A Fiscal StraightjackeHe argued thatin  gyro (over 70%), the election was fought
and even to provide more German money current conditions countries in severe debtgyt hetween two blocks essentially over
to the poorer countries of EUTOPe's ¢rises needed not austerity but transfers ofyno had the better negotiating position to

eriphery... The package of measures ; ;
Fhe Fl)Jnio)r/1 is Work%g ongfor its summit Ny from the Union, and a simple achieve better terms with Europe. In

meeting at the end of June are importantCancellation of bank debt, if they are 10 yrgjand, where there are healthy signs
but incremental, having mostly to do recover. The article cast doubt on the giready of economic recovery, with a
with more unified regulation of Europe's Wisdom of a "Yes" vote. ThEinancial  growing manufacturing sector and a
banks and a European wide system ofTimesseems to have become somethingpalance oftrade surplus, the strong support
bank deposit guarantees. .. The Germansof g oracle of the Irish political class on for sinn Féin's’No” position maintains

are also working on a package of 'growth P i .
oring package ol g economic” matters. Itisregularly referred pressure on the Government to continue
measures'—structuralreformstopromote , -~ 4" ote o d 1o its commentaries : _

economic activity but without incurring ; to seek improved terms on its repayment

new debt—to go along with the fiscal 'Printed orechoedinthe Irishmedia. Theterms, This is legitimate politics, once the
discipline embodied in the fiscal treaty... €dition with McWilliam's eurosceptic eye is not taken off the bigger goal.

And Berlin supports the Commissionand piece was distributed free witthe Irish And the bigger framework is the future
French idea of shifting some European Timesin the select areas where the lattergf "Eyrope” The crisis has revealed a
Union funds towards ‘targeted invest- provides ahome delivery service. Fittingly, thorough-going showdown between the
ments'in key countries to produce growth, i the month since his starring appearanceyorid of Anglo-American finance which

as well as pumping up the European . s . wo !
Investment Bank and exploring ‘project intheFT, McWilliams has had a series of s intent on keeping the world open for

bonds' for private investment to create articles in the Irish media arguing that the psiness for the very global financial
jobs..." (nternational Herald Tribune ~ Eurozone had served us badly, would notsystem that caused the crisis in the first
8th June). solve our problems, and that Ireland shouldcase  and the Eurozone, which is now
now consider a closer alignment with solidifying around a programme of stabil-
h for th ian h ife" inq i o ,
Caﬁga?;l;; Nog:\eéi;lvtiti)slaig ng\‘jvsi‘;]"(')j , London and sterling instead (e@joser jsing the currency and moving forward to
that could hardly be aleaned from tﬂe Ties With Britain Offer Us A Way Out Of 4 fiscal union that will seek to insulate
. , wdly be gleane Euro Nightmarelrish Independentldth  jtself from global financial predators, not
international (i.e. Anglo-American) press. June) . L
: : least through restrictions on derivatives
As far back as January German Finance : o
.- - : trading. The British veto on the terms of
Minister Wolfgang Schauble stated that It can only be assumed that the aim of .
. . e the Fiscal Compact last December (com-
such systems could ben the table'dbnce  the relentlestanti-austerity"agitation of e
) . . ; e pounded now with its threat to veto moves
a fiscal union had been achiev&dank-  the Financial Timess to so wear down : :
. . .. . L towards EU fiscal union) caused the clear
furter Allgemeine Zeitung9.01.2012). ~ Eurozone political will that it will relent - = 5 e S e B
Merkel's agreementwith opposition Social and accept dtransfer union"in which refa which has -OI’CG e. uropean
Democrats to support a Financial Trans-st i tl d it project to break with the moribund EU
. . bp strong economies permanently underwrite , , 4 begin to re-establish itself on the
action Tax in Europe was followed by a profligate spending practices in weaker
. ) , ground of the Eurozone.
statement that at the G20 summit Germanyeconomies, where consumption far ex-
would seek further regulation of global ceedsthe value of production. The message Inthis contestIreland is ata crossroads.
financial markets, especially controls on is driven home with areminder of German Itis being lured to see its interests as at one
"shadow banksand hedge funds outside historical guilt (e.g. Empire historian Niall with those of the City of London, while
European control (FAZ, 14th June). The Ferguson, and Nouriel Roubini, Chairman simultaneously to forget its history and
position articulated by Merkel has been of Roubini Global Economic§ermany  see itself as not just a natural ally but a
fully endorsed by French President Franc-|s Failing To Learn The Lessons Of The cultural continuum of the Royal Metro-



polis. This is a cultural, political and the northern Europeans would be well

The reality is again wished away. The

economic dead end. The referendum resuladvised to move to embed the social mgdereality is that the EU, Federal visions, and

demonstrates quite clearly that the Irishthat underpins their states—which ¢

- such mantras are now irrelevant. These

people know this. They are not preparedbines the functioning of markets with defep Visions failed to deal with the current

to jeopardize access to EU funds and theooted systems of social partnership,
stability offered by the Eurozone for the vocational training and high-value sogal
unpredictable consequences of a return tesecurity services—in the rapidly emergi
sterling. Frau Merkel, M. Hollande and architecture of the new European project.

crisis. They had to be abandoned. They
failed as surely as the European Socialist
Revolution failed over 90 years ago. The
Y inter-Governmental reality is the only
game in town and it is gaining ground by

Visions And Realities—

Trotsky, Stalin and the Fiscal Treaty!

Paul Gillespie is the residdrish Times
GEURU. He pontificates every Saturday
on the issue. He is also one of its in-house
Trotskyists. He goes back to the 60s student
politics when he was Chairman of IALSO,
the Irish Association of Labour Students

the day. There is now political certainty
among the Eurozone states and a new
form of political alliance will be the net
result of the banking crisis. The main
reason for this certainty is that Britain is
on the sidelines and less able to fish in

transform political forces and events. troubled waters.

Trotsky's vision of asocialistunited states  Many of those who fancy themselves
of Europe survived that catastrophic a5 'pro Europe’ find it impossible to leave
defgat gntll his assas;c,lnatlon ordered bythe comfort zone of the EU and such
Stalin six years later. . . . .

visions and keep interpreting this Treaty

Ah, the all-important vision survived! as something it was not—an EU Treaty.

have gone on to great things including atfionary vision disappeared when Trotsky said of the referendum result:

least one, Michael Farrell, who is now a @nd Leninruled the revolutionary roost. If
'‘blame’ has to be allocated for this they
He told us after the referendum that: Should be held responsible for that very
"Visions of Europe were in short supply Pertinent fact. When that revolution did
during the referendum campaign, which Not happen the Fascist revolution was the

resulting from WWI. It was this choice

This was of course a very good thing. @1d not party tactics in Germany that
The reality of the survival of the currency Created asituation that helped to ‘open up
was what concentrated people's mindsthe way to Nazism'.

member of the Council of State.

events is now so fast2 June).

and everyone knew that it was a case of

"It was a decision that is not only
crucial to keeping open the possibility of
renewed European funding—importantly
re-emphasised in recent days in talk of
using bailout funds to recapitalise
banks—but also in sending a signal to
EU partners and international investors
that Ireland's place remains at the heart of
the EU integration process and of the
euro."

This is a total misinterpretation of what

When Stalin took over in the mid-20s the Fiscal Treaty is about—not being an

agreeing with Germany's approach toOne obvious reality was the non—existentEU Treaty.

dealing with this or not. Would you trust European revolution. He was not a man

And, despite the unique and clear

Germany or Britain on this pretty basic for being satisfied with visions. He dealt 4emonstration of positive support for this
issue for people’s lives? The people madeVith realities and was enthused in doing Treaty which the referendum result
their choice very clear. Visions could wait. SO- In the Stalin/Trotsky debate we are showed, therish Timesconcludes with

He goes on to explain that he was:

always dealing with two states of mind jts normal all-encompassing negative

"Writing this column on Buyukada, whichis Why itis always ongoing insome assessment about the Irish bOdy pO”tiC:

one of the Princes' Islands in the Sea ofshape or form among Marxists.

Marmara off the vast Asian side of Istan-

"Just as the European economy and its
Gillespie goes onto give an illustration integration has reshaped our own,

bul, gives a distinctive perspective on the of this divide in the post-Fiscal Treaty Europe's politics may do likewise with our
wider European consequences of suchcontext. He praises Trotsky who he says:sclerotic, dysfunctional politics”.

decisions... Leon Trotsky spent four years
from 1929 to 1933 on this island in exile
from the Soviet Union, before moving to
Mexico. Here he observed the 1929 crash,
the efforts of European governments to
respond by budgetary retrenchment, and
the dramatic political fallout in the
radicalisation and polarisation of
European politics. The eruption of Naz-
ism in Germany and the disastrous
Stalinist policy of refusing co-operation

with the Social Democrats in opposing it reality in Europe, i.e. the reality of th
opened up the way to the Nazis' victory in inter-Governmental arrangements th
1933. Looking out on the sea from a now determine politics in Europe. This
lovely airy villa, which is now sadly condemned:

decayed and overgrown, Trotsky wrote
his autobiography and his masterly
History of the Russian Revolutidn.

Then he claims that:

"Parallels between that period and this
are plainto see. Generalised retrenchment
can turn recession into depression and

"a|WayS took Serious]y the Austro- Just what exactly can we ever do to
Marxist slogan from the early 1900s: satisfy thelrish Time® Wrong or right
“federalism is democracy's answer to we're a hopeless case!
empire”. It remains true in the current
setting, even though it is far less intense
thanthe early 1930s. It might be amendfd
for the EU to read: “federalisation is demd-
cracy's answer to intergovernmentalism”|" Referendum RGSUlt
The Thirtieth Amendment of the Cof-
He then contrasts this vision with thf stitution (Treaty on Stability, Coordinatign
L and Governance in the Economic gnd
|t Monetary Union) was passed by a margin
| of three to two in Europe's only popular
vote on the Treaty. Voters backed fhe

) . Fiscal Treaty by 60.3% for and 39.19%
"Intergovernmentalism as practised Qy against.

German chancellor Angela Merkel all 0 of the 43 constituencies rejecfed

Sarkozy involved araw exercise of pow it Donegal North East, Donegal Sojth

B e 792 2] iest, Dublin Nort West, Dubin Souf
" Central and Dublin South West.

An increasingly common perception
creasingly percep Turnout, at 50 percent, was abgut

the EU as an unaccountable empire floys .
from that." average for a referendum in Ireland.

Jack Lane




ALTERNATIVES TO AUSTERITY ?
The main alternative proposed to the

; imposition of austerity regimes in order to
AUSterlty’ _GfOWth balance state budget deficits is to reduce
and the Fiscal Compact Treaty debt through inflation. This, however, is

o impossible unilaterally within the common
The IRisH Rererenoum  Treaty, she now insists that Eurozone cyrrency. Collectively itis also impossible

Inaprevious article; | argued foraNo  countries in severe crisis must abide by anyecause, for very solid historical reasons,
vote in the referendum as the vague natureeven more stringent set of fiscal rules injjt js unthinkable for Germany. But Ger-
of the definitions and procedures laid out order to receive future bailout money. It many has offered few alternative solutions
in the Treaty made it very difficult to tell - can be argued thatitis fair for Germany t0 yeyond fiscal austerity and borrowing to
how these measures would pan out indemand certain guarantees before she usgsyy off debt, demanding of other countries
reality and | believe that Ireland should more of her money for bail out crisis-hit 54nerence to fiscal rules she has a record
have lent her voice to the growing move- countries, yet this argument assumes thapf not adhering to herself. Eamon Dyas,
ment against the purely austerity-driven German bailout money is some sort of \yiting recently in thelrish Political
recovery strategy to date. The Yes cam-charitable donation. Review noted that Germany's Europe
paign painted a very clear picture that the ~ Averylarge proportion of the Eurozone policy in reaction to the crisis demonstrates
Fiscal Compact Treaty was a pill the Irish bailouts were for the purpose of servicing ng trace of what has come to be understood
people had to swallow and that if we did debts created by private banks which g5 the German social model
not do it now we would be left behind borrowed excessive amounts fromprivate  The German rationale for this austerity-
withoutany access to future bailout funds. (and some public) banks in France, Ger-griven recovery strategy is that austerity
Inreality itis unlikely that European coun- many, the UK and Belgium (in that order) pjayed a crucial role in rebuilding post-
tries would have denied Ireland a secondss. According to Bloombergjirrespon-  \yar Germany, particularly East Germany
bailout in order to finance debt owed to sible borrowers can't exist without irres- after the fall of the Berlin Wall. But this
European banks, as a second bailout coulghonsible lendersiand by December 2009 - grgumentfails to remember one extremely
be significantly less costly than the reper- German banks had lent $704 billion (more important fact; that West Germany was
cussions of a disorderly Irish debt default. than the German banks' aggregate capitalynly in a position to develop East Germany
Also, regardless of whether the Treaty to Greece, Ireland, Italy, Portugal and pecause of a number of injections of
was in Ireland's best or worst interests, it Spainj. external capital and easily-available and
was not at all necessary to accept it German-funded bailouts to states thatcneap credit. While it is true that austerity
immediately, as Article 15 allows any EU owe excessive amounts to German banksyas a tool used in East Germany, this was
country to join the Treaty at a later date. for the purpose of debt repayment cangone alongside an extensive privatisation
So perhaps it would have been wiser tohardly be seen as German charity. Thesg.ampaign beyond any that would be
stand back and see what effect the Treatyailouts are pre-emptive interventions to possible in a modern capitalist state. This
had in other countries before deciding if avoid the far more costly interventions meantthatavastamount of foreign capital
we wanted to be a part of it or not. that would be necessary to re-stabilise theas injected into Germany from the early

European financial sector (particularly 1990s through the sale of East German
_ BaLing out German BANKS — German, French, Belgian and British property and businesses to foreign invest-

A major quaim many have with the panks) if Eurozone countries began 10 ors Itis fictitious to assume that privatisation
Fiscal Compact is the implication under- gefault on their debts. Economic advisor in currently indebted countries could resut
lying it that sensible and frugal wealthy 1o the German Government, Peter Bofinger.in such an inflow of foreign capital, as
European countries such as Germany mus§mmed it up when he stated that th ;
get the irresponsible and spendthrift pajlouts'are first and foremost not about the country's property and wealth com-
indebted countries 10 sign up o a set ofthe problem countries but about oUr oWN pared to East Germany's communist
guarantees before handing them morepanks, which hold high amounts of credit economy before the 1990s.
money. . there"s. Of the $13 billion (about $100 billion

Like the Fiscal Compact Treaty the  Eyropean Central Bank bailouts are iy today's value) that the United States
Maastricht Treaty also lays out a number inree year loans based on the premise thgbledged to the Marshall Plan from 1948-
of fiscal rules, one of which stipulates that {he economies of borrowing countries will 1951, Germany was the second largest
the ratio of gross Government debt 10 haye recovered sufficiently to be able 1o recipient after France. This money was
GDP must not exceed 60%. From 2004 toreturn to the bond markets and also repayeceived in the form of grants (that did not
2007 Ireland's debt to GDP ratio fell from their debts over time. As a solution to the haye to be repaid) and, at the same time
29.4%10 24.8% and Spain's gross Govemvyisis this approach is highly risky. Thisis the Export-Import Bank provided long-
ment debt to GDP fell from 46.3% 0 particularly so as the time scale of debtierm low interest loans. These funds were
36.3%. Germany and France on the othelrepayment and the conditions attached tohanded over to Governments, rather than
hand, inthe same period, failed to comply these loans critically undermine the panks, and the cooperation of different
with the 60% of GDP gross debt limit capacity of these domestic economies torejevant groups, such as labour leaders
every single year. When the crisis hit in yecover. As Hollande argued: ’ ’
2008 the gross debt of nearly every EU
country rose, and Ireland's nearly doubled, ~ "lamin favour of meeting our (deficit)
yet Irish gross debt as a percentage of (@rgets. Butit's because laminfavourof A arge contributory factor to German

GDP did not overtake Germany's until scfenous t;]uggetpollcllfshthatllammfavomar post-war re-industrialisation was the
2010z, of growth because if there is no growt

then no matter what we do we will not counterpart funds which used Marshall
While Germany herselfdidnotmanage meet our debt and deficit reduction Plan aid money to establish Government-
tokeeptotheruleslaid outinthe Maastricht  targets.'ls administered funds in each country'slocal

€these states hold a minute proportion of

Government representatives and business
people, was encouraged in their allocation.



currency, the majority of which had to be not financial. This would require an capital was used very sensibly and an
invested inindustry. The German Govern- agreement between the private, publicextremely efficient, stable and more or
ment lent these funds to the private sectorand education sectors and a systenlesssocially equitable system of capitalism
for rebuilding and, as the money was paidwhereby apprenticeships across a widewas created. Germany has a lot to offer in
back, further loans could be issued for therange of disciplines are made available pro-growth policies from her own history
same purposes. In this way the funds wereeach year as an alternative to the currenand domestic model, yet so far these
repeatedly recycled and by 1996 theacademic-based University system of elements have remained absent from the
German ERP [European Recovery higher education. Attaching long-term debate, creating the impression abroad
Programme] fund had reached a value ofinternships to University courses would thatthe aim of German policy is merely to
23 billion Deutsche Marlg). also greatly reduce the number of youngensure her banks are repaid. One can
This systemwould be averygdtstal  adults graduating with no relevant work understand why Merkel cannot advocate
stimulus model for Europe's currently experience and therefore few relevant jobcostly pro-growth policiesinthe Eurozone,
struggling economies, rather than throwing prospects. as her electorate would not stand for it.
allallocated funds into a debt pit. Maintain- CONCLUSIONS But there are many growth-orientated
ing a Government-administered fund for  »aysterity"and'Growth"have become  Policies within the German social model
the purpose of providing sensible loans top,,zz words with little meaning. Pro- that cost very little to implement and
small businesses, entrepreneurs and othegrowth policies mean different things to lending these elements to the discussion
private sector players could kick-start pegple of different political stripes and Would serve to soften Europe’s growing
credit-starved economies in Europe. AS gconomicideologies. To some, pro-growth distaste for German leadership as well as
all loans are paid back, this sustainableqmeans labour flexibilisation and low reminding the austerity purists that pro-
system could use the same funds forcorporation Tax and to others it means9rowth does not always mean spending
business loans and industry developmenhjigher wages and increased social spendMoney you do not have.
for years to come. ing to spur the internal consumer market. Massive cuts in state spending to pay
Reduced spending is of course neces-  Those who advocate a pure austerityOff debts incurred by private banks is a
sary in a crisis, particularly in a country jine in the recovery strategy view those on recipe for serious political and social
like Ireland where spending skyrocketed the growth side as unrealistic. Those whounrest. The Marshall Plan alleviated such
while the economy boomed. Itis unrealistic aqyocate a pure anti-austerity line areiSSues in post-war Europe by allowing
to think that we can maintain boom era ynrealistic, as spending cuts are an unfor-3overnments to relax their austerity poli-
spending in the depths of crisis, but ynate necessity. The growth movementcies. The motive behind this aid package
austerity alone will notalleviate the crisis. i Eyrope, however, is not against fiscal Was to quell the rising support for commun-
Ireland, as well as otherindebted Europeanyjscipline but, rather, it opposes the iSm in war-torn Europe but the effect
countries, requires similar capital inject- premjse that fiscal discipline alone will cannot be denied. The people of Europe
ions as those received by post-war Ger-5jjeviate the crisis. What we need is to €mbraced the free market economic model
many in order to grow and meet her deficit geyelop a healthy combination of austerity IN €xchange for increased social spending
targets without allowing her social systems g growth-orientated policies that simul- @nd the creation of the welfare state.
and domestic economy to be strangled byianeously tackle the human cost of theEconomic stimulus based on grants and
the burden of debt repayment. crisis, the consumer spending capacity!ong term low-interest loans created the
Some of these issues can be tackledjeficit, unemployment, the debt issue, fastest period of growth in European
politically with limited capital investment  industrialisation to reform economies with history, thus allowing the continuation of
and in this lessons can be learnt froman unhealthy dependence on the financiathe welfare state and gt_aneral acceptance
Germany's internal social system. As sector, while also developing practical of the market economic model. If we
consumption continues to fall in Ireland, apprenticeship-based vocational traininga”OW the current recovery strategy to
perhaps the Government should rethinksystems akin to those in Germany. hollow out the European welfare state,
its current tax system which follows the ~ pro-growth does not necessarily meanGivil unrest and radicalised polltlt_:s are
Anglo-American model of supplementing throwing money at the situation but real- Sure to _fgllow, on both the left an_d nght of
low PRSI [Pay Related Social Insurancel], ising the core obstacles to recovery andth€ political spectrum. The beginning of
income and corporate taxes with high tackling them with directed policies. This this process at its extreme end can be
VAT rates. While VAT has been proven can include allocating a certain amount of vViewed in the recent Greek elections, but
more often than not to act as a regressiveyailout money to the creation of Government the recent rise in radical left and right-
tax, high yields of this type of tax are -administered funds for the purpose of wing parties since the beginning of the
heavily dependent on a high level of con- sensible business lending as was sd'isis is evident across Europe from
sumer activity which is unrealistic to expect successfully implemented in post-war Finlahd to Frapce and the Netherlands.
in these economic times. Reforming the Germany, but other growth-orientated Glyen the interdependence and com-
recently-introduced Property Tax to amore policies require political will rather than MON Interests of the Eurozone member
progressive model based on the value ofinancial investment. states, those states with the economic
the property would diminish discontent at Germany seriously needs to add somePCWer credit &}nd capital capgcity should
the introduction of the flat universal Social of its own social policy successes to thenothave to wait for a new political spectre
Charge while also increasing revenues. . . . to emerge from the chaos before they start
recovery plan, including elements of its

. . . ; ; > =7 ™ resourcing programmes for the economic
The German apprenticeship model is adomestic social model, rather than 'nS'St'ngrevivaI of the Eurozone and the securing

way in which Irt_aland could tackle un- purely on a policy of austerity ant_j debt of the European social model.
employment, particularly youth unemploy- repayment. Germany's reconstruction and Jenny O'Connor
ment,with little cost to the state. While it re-industrialisation was based not solely References

is not necessarily an easy system to intro-on austerity but also on large injections of 1; o'connor, Jenny. 'What happens if Ireland Votes
duce, the moves to be made are politicalforeign capital into the country. This No' Irish Left Review May 29th 2012 http:/
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also asking people not just to accept

austerity but an austerity that has been
pre-fashioned along Ordoliberal lines.
A Reply To Eamon Dyas The austerity has been circumscribed to
operate in terms that demand reductions
; : in social spending, the privatisation of
OrdO'leeral AUSterlty? nationalised assets, and the relaxing of
labour protective legislation."

| find it difficult to agree with any thing. Butitis difficult to know what else
aspect of Eamon Dyas'’s article advocat-the West Germans could have done. The But there is nothing aboliteductions
ing a No vote in the June issue oftheh  industries in East Germany were mori- in social spending""privatisation”; or
Political Review. bund. The economies which they serviced"relaxing of labour protective legislation"

The article hardly refers to the content had collapsed. Eamon tells us that thein the Treaty.
of the Treaty itself, but asserts that it is privatisations cost the West German The Treaty is primarily about fiscal
about austerity. While he concedes thattaxpayer 200 billion dollars over a 5 year discipline, which would have the effect of
some austerity might be necessary, theperiod. Were they wrong to subsidise thereducing the influence of global finance.
austerity thatis demanded by the Treaty isEast Germans? Germany also loosenedt does not prescribe how that should be
anti-working class ("reductions in social her control of the money supply. Was this achieved but it seems perfectly reasonable
spending, the privatisation of nationalised wrong also? that a large creditor like Germany would
assets, and the relaxing of labour protective  In this context Eamon writes the want to limit her exposure to budgetary
legislation") because it is inspired by following confusing paragraph: problems faced by weaker economies.
"Ordo-Liberalism" which is a German "But the figure of 200 billion dollarsis The Treaty not only envisages greater
economic doctrine. by no means the full extent to which fiscal discipline but also wishes to

There is no attempt to give an example ~ outside capital was used to pay for the grengthen the coordination of economic
of a clause within the Treaty that reflects ~ Social and political experiment thatwent 1 jies among the contracting parties as

this Ordo-liberal doctrine; the reader is #‘rtgutﬁ:nzulggfegdiarfét?fcrlr:gg){h?ntgﬁ_we||aS'sustainabIe growth, employment,

justasked totakeitontrustthatthe Treaty |osqes in other words the money that COmpetitiveness and social cohesion”
has been inspired by this pernicious (?) fiooded in from outside Germany inthe ~ Many of the clauses are aspirational.

doctrine. large number of cases where the TreuhandOthers just reaffirm policies, which are
managed to negotiate the sale of Eastalready in place. A highly significant

So what i$Ordo-liberalism™? Eamon German businesses and property toggpect of the Treaty is that the UK is not
tells us: foreign investors without any cost to the among the contracting parties. As a

"While Ordo-liberalism believesinless West German taxpayer. consequence the British Prime Minister

State interference in the market than  But the 200 billion dollars is not a has been consigned to the status of

Keynesians it nonetheless advocatesmeasure of théextent to which outside spectator.

greater State interference than the Class'ccapital was used"lIt is the difference

Anglo-American school”. between what the German State paid f ill bi

paid for The Treaty will bind us closer to

Leaving aside the question of whether East German State assets and what it sol€ontinental Europe and diminish British
Keynesians are in favour of State interfer- them for. As Eamon rightly says earlier in influence. We have already benefited from
ence, itwould appear from the above to behis article, it was'effectively a subsidy a closer relationship with Continental
a rather eclectic economic doctrine. which West German taxpayers injected Europe and therefore the yes vote should
However, later Eamon suggests that itinto the East Germany economylt is  be welcomed.
was responsible for the German Socialdifficult to understand why Eamon finds John Martin
Democratic Party abandoning national- it hecessary to make the indisputable point
isation'because of its beliefinthe primacy thatthe losses did notinclutien-losses!” L

of the market Ordoliberal economics is The above quotation seems to imply Ja .
. . . . L .1 Bon Nuit !
not sympathetic to nationalised industries" hidden loss as a consequence of foreifn
He then gives examples of privatisation money flooding into Germany?

which Ordo-liberalism inspired and notes The significance of the change that has

: A . occurred in Europe is underlined by the
|
that there was'the biggest privatisation But Germany can never be right! Nqgt sequencing of the European Summi{ of

undertaking in history when th_e Govern- onlywas_shewrongto allow foreign monejy 28th June. The EU leaders met till aroind
ment of Western Germany rapidly sold off to flood in to her economy, but elsewhefe . . . -
th tire East G in thek tob instth idnight; the British delegates had]to
e entire "aS erman economy in theEamon appears o"eagams 1€ exporjof . 4w and discussions continued kil
early 1990s". German capital:"German finance around 6 am
One gathers that this was not a goodcapitalism is just as predatory as Angldt :




Carroll asked a leading Icelandic StimuLus PACKAGE
journalist to explain the apparent contra- Keynes's theory on stimulating the
S h diction between what people were telling economy relies on two assumptions: that
O rtS him and the economic statistics. He replied:the economy is closed; and that there are
"Since devaluation Iceland has becomedomestic savings. He never considered
from much more agreeable to our neighboursthe possibility of a marginal propensity to
the Long Fellow than to us.” consume greater than one, made possible
by borrowings from abroad. If he had, his
DEVALUATION FOR IRELAND?  famous multiplier formula (1/(1 — MPC)
At the beginning of the crisis the \yould have told himthatthe consequences
Icelandic solution was proposed by, amongof a stimulus package would lead inevit-
Times 30.3.12). There was nothing to be Ioetg\%stheDéll\J/rlg a'\:g\é\giizws-s\y; er]g:ﬂgo ably to a decline in national income. In
miserable about. The population continues ' fact a stimulus package would only be used

. . was described as tuming ona I|ght SWitCh. b the rivate sector to pa down debt at
to rise. People continue to marry and have, - y the p pay
P y Once the switch was pressed we wouldthe expense of increasing public debt.

chﬂdren:thg most irrefutable evidence of wake up one fine day poorer but more The national accounts show that we
conf!dence in the fut.ure._And the country competitive. There would be no social hayve a balance of payments surplus on the
continues to at.tract Immigrants. . conflict because the deed would have beeryyrrent account. This means that the over-
The.p_opulat|on of the 26 Counties at yone, all debt (public + private) is reducing.
4.6 million compares with about 3.0 a5 it happened the light switch option However the State's debt remains on an
million in the early years of the State. ;¢ ot chosen. As a consequence Fianngpward trajectory. If private debt s reduc-
Since Indepgndence the_ populauon_ S.tag'FéiI increased income taxes (acknowledgeding and State debt is increasing, it means
nated, reaching a low point of 2.8 million i ESR) as being progressive) and &hat there is scope for increased taxes on
in 1961. I_t then began to rise mexorably property tax was put on the agenda and ighe orivate sector
accelerating from about 1991 when it now being implemented by the current '
reached 3.5 million. Government: all very messy, but the stuff SINN FEIN
In the 2011 Census British residents in of politics. The Long Fellow pays very little atten-
Ireland have been overtaken by the Poles tion to Opinion Polls, especially between
as the largest non Irish national group elections. However it is interesting that
living in the State. P .~ SinnFéin showed a very slight (statistically
Sowhere did it all go right? Here is how VI Kick-start the economy. All of this o w00 drop from 19% to 16%
. . ) i was said during the last recession in the . .
O'Toole deals Wlth th|s conuhdrum. early 1980s. In that era we had tiself (Sunday Business Pos’z4.6._12)_. Thls_
"The question this poses is a profound financing tax cutWhich very soon became would be hardly worth mentioning if it
one: why does the official narrative of discredited. By the mid-1980s it dawned were not for the fact that the poll was taken

crisis and cutback correspond so poorl . i '

to the social reality revealeginthe ccfnsugf?On many people that the recession ha hserzgrtatrl]lzdnetha;teéxlig;f;if/r;e ;&z/rg:gér?t
Why, in other words, is an optimistic been prolonged unnecessarily becausg .. o ¢ ihe largest party advocating a
demographic turned into a pessimistic there was no confidence in the future. y

insistence on the need for every thing to Investment and consumption decisionsNo. in the regem re_ferendum. IF should be
shrink?" had been postponed because there was nslg?'d ;c_hat 1?]A’ s still a;h_e a(: of |':js Gelnoe(;al
What official narrative is he talking confidence in the ability of the Fine Gael/ (aﬁﬁolanhsn(o)\':vlgl? coonjstiistu;jnncisg wer(:'-z
about? And which media commentator Labour Coalition to tackle the burgeoning contestgd bv Sinn Eéin at the General
has been the most relentless in hisPublicdeficit. Fianna Fail, with the backing Election) y
denunciation of the State's failure?! of Fine Gael under the Tallaght strategy, '

restored confidence by introducing Social Lo-rl;helieel\ll(\;ereatl;,;o ttrxg%?ntgzt::;ulc:i;h:
Partnership in which tax cuts for PAYE g W u '

It is far easier to analyze demogra hicWorkers were exchanged for wage Sz(ianetC:;, gr:tgl—tlrrlglg:(;t%f :z:g;t?oiélgﬂ?j
Y 9raphic estraint. Tax loopholes for the wealthy P 9 '

data than the economy. were closed off. But there were also CutSsecondly _thg contempt that he has for_the
What does it mean to say that Icelandin public expenditure—particularl democratic institutions of the Republic.
now has 2.5 pc growth when her currency y In the course of his speech he joked about

health—that took years to reverse. ) i .
? ino' 4 -

devalued by 50 per cent? There has been Atthe outset of the current crisis Fianna Ca0|mgh|_n (0] Caf)_laln serving a 15-year
sentence in the Dail. This, of course, went

a dramatic drop in her standard of living. __. g i
. - ..~ Fail took the hard decisions despite a
This has made her indigenous fishing . . . - _down very well among the delegates. It
industry, which does not import raw pending General Election. The incoming robably also impressed protest voters
Y P Government had everything laid on for it. probably aiso Imp pr Y k
but it is difficult to see how Sinn Féin can

material, more competitive. But the middle . : .
. . .~ Eamon Gilmore made good his promise . :
class have had its savings and pensions grow beyond being a protest party with
such an attitude.

X L : notto reverse any tax increases or expend
wiped out, while its liabilities which were . . .

X : iture cuts, although his rhetoric about : P .
denominated in euros, have ballooned"‘Labour's wav or Erankfurt's wavhas Sinn Féin's performance during the
Many such people, who are stillemployed, y 4 referendum was less than impressive. It
was difficult to understand what was the

have decided to emigrate. CO?r?ebz&I;éﬁl?al:E;thlg:.e Government ; ; ;
An excellent article by Brian Carroll s that yl'k the 1980s. the World point of its High Court challenge. It
(Irish Daily Mail, 28.4.12) documented aces Is that, unlike the S, the World ¢|3imed that the Referendum Commission

is in the midst of a recession. No set of ; ;
i i ; ; . . should have made it clear that, in the event
the appalling plight of ordinary people in aconomic policies could escape from that of 2 No vote. the Irish Government could

that country, who seemed to have fared farfact. If the hard decisions had not beenpaye access to the ESM [European
worse than the Irish. made, the situation would have been WOrsesiapjlity Mechanism] fund, the establish-
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ment of which it had already agreed.
The Irish Timesinternet edition of
30.5.12 reported on Sinn Féin challeng
taken by Pearse Doherty TD:
"Speaking outside the court afterwardls,
Sinn Féin leader Gerry Adams said he
did not accept that Mr Doherty had lo

established. Mr Adams said the opinipn
expressed by Mr Justice Feeney was “ohly
an opinion”, which was as valid as t
position of Mr Doherty, Sinn Féin an|
himself."

If the High Court's judgement st
an opinion"it is difficult to understan
why the Party would bother making an
appeal to it.

Mary Lou McDonald retrieved th
situation on the early evening news (RT|E,
30.5.12) by saying that the party accepted
the decision but insisted that an important
principle was established; that the Refergn-
dum Commission could be subject [to
judicial review.

It is doubtful that anyone outside Sinn
Féin considers it important that lawyefrs
should be subject to review by other
lawyers.

RovaL Bank OF ScOTLAND
RTE'sreports onthe early evening n
(23.6.12 and 24.6.12) of the compufer
problems affecting Ulster Bank wele
bizarre. The impression was given that
this was a problem solely confined fo
Ulster Bankn Ireland. The report showe
a picture of Ulster Bank's headquarterg in
George's Quay, Dublin as if to emphasjse
the Irish nature of the problem.

Scotland and its subsidiaries whichincl
National Westminster and Ulster Banks.
Ulster Bank is not just an Irish Bark

that happens to be owned by a British

banking group. The recent problems sh i,;/r\]/been debated directly with him in the

thatits payments systemisintegrated
its British owners. If an Irish person warits

to make an electronic transfer to anotherand September 2007 and at the Mitchels-

Irish bank, he is required to give the IB

(international) account details, becayse Therewas no evidence produced during

the Irish to Irish transfer is routed through
Britain.

The computer problem has been hepdyeports, And Mansergh produces no evid-

wrecking for not only customers of Ulster
Bank but for anyone trying to make

paymentsto such people. The Long Fellpw
is aware of two people who have not yet
received their salary payment at the tifne

|=)

of writing (24.6.12). The payment was
due on 21.6.12.

In both cases the people had only Hadwrote in theNew Statesmaabout the

their Ulster Bank account for a few weeks

e -
Bowen again..............

_ : Jon¢ t. fed up to the back teeth reading about
He said an important principle had bepn Ejizapeth Bowen and her activities in
Ireland during WWII. | know that | am

e and I feel like apologising for bringing it ¢, ot jgiots easily fooled, as the logic of
up again but Martin Mansergh will not let Mansergh's argument is that she was a

g;ﬁb@gg what he says is more than fleshy,, e agent. And the alleged inspirer, or

connected with this magazine—and who
But the source of its problem was with else could it be—he is telling a blatant and
the Royal Bank of Scotland Group. Tle silly lie. We never suggested that Bowen
computer problem has affected the [L2was Englisthecausshe wrote her espion-
million customers of the Royal Bank ¢f age reports from here for Churchill—she
€wrote them because sivasEnglish and
did what a patriotic English person did in

the request of the Irish Government. The
idea that she waited until asked by them to
do sois absurd. She was entitled to travel
because she had property here. If she had
written the reports at the request of
yDuIanty, they would not be classified as
secret by Whitehall and there would not
have been be a need to have them destroy-
ed. Otherwise, Whitehall must have been

I suspectthat many readers are probabl

sponsor, of the Reports would surely have

In the latest issue Gtudieshe says: oo 4 copy or let it be known he knew
"...Citizenship is defined by law and, zpout them.

except at the margins, it is not possible to She was not making the case for

deny citizenship to groups or individuals . . .
otherwise entitled to it. This is not to say 'eutrality—she said so—she was making

that arguments against this principle are Churchill aware of the hard reality of
not sometimes deployed. For example, aNeutrality and the total support there was
Republican US Presidential candidate in for that policy and that it would be
the current primaries, Rick Santorum, foolhardy to follow his inclinations and
has been accused of applauding anjgnore it by invading. Most sensible advice.
evangelical pastor in Louisiana for Bowen had to keep all her options open

f‘g'e?eﬁ%?’otj!'”F?rgg{;;:gg”f’ct,'ageotbflfttoff including what she would do if Churchil

America. Some two-nations theorists had invaded. Listening to Manseregtal,
have argued that the writer Elizabeth one would have expected her to become a

Bowen forfeited any right to be Irish, leader of Cumann na mBan if there had
because she sent reports to the Britishheen an invasion. She would of course
qugrnmelntlab(cj)L(ljt the %atﬁd%fvpuﬁhc have continued to serve her country in a
opinion In frefand during Vior ar’. very delicate situation for her. Her role

As it turns out, this was at the suggestion o .
of John Dulanty, Ireland's diplomatic would be more intriguing than anything

envoy to London, as she needed an officialShe could have imagined as a novelist. But
reason to be allowed travel to Ireland.” there is no doubt she would have relished

it and played probably a pivotal role. And
she would probably have got more than a
lowly OBE for her troubles as well as
reaping the inspiration for several novels.
In her work she might well indeemhter
alia, have joined Cumann na mBan which
could have been a very useful thing to do
in her circumstances! She might even
have joined a nunnery if it helped!

If Mr. Mansergh is talking about people

her country's hour of need. Moreover, the

issue he raises as regards Dulanty has Like all Mansergh's notions this Dulanty

) . . idea does not originate with him. Mansergh
pages of thixish Examinexluring August is not a trail blazer in these things. It
originated with an old friend of mine,

Professor Brian Girvin. Mansergh claimed

in the earlier debate that Brian gave him
that debate that s_howed Dulanty was thethe evidence re Dulanty's sponsorship.
person who inspired her to write these

But he did not divulge itand ithas not seen
the light of day in Brian's writings. | wrote

ence |rSt_ud|esHe |stry|ngllton. Dulanty,_ to Brian, asking him for it but he remained
as the Irish Government's representative

in London. was dutv bound o encour silent which is a very unusual demeanour
ondon, was duty bound to encou ageforBrian.Ifhehadtheevidence,Iamsure

anybody and everybody who could POS“1e would tell me and the world in no

sibly help make a case for Neutrality. No uncertain terms. | hope he will respond at
doubt he also encouraged Bowen and Sh%ome point, if only for old time's sake.

town Literary event the following year.

issue. If she was interested with simply (I share analma materwith him in

before the crisis hit. Ulster Bank has bdenreporting on public opinion, that magazine Cork, St. Kieran's College. That was then

busy hoovering up potential deposijt-

and others would have sufficed. a unique lay educational establishment
But her secret reports were anotherthat catered essentially for local ‘problem’

But when it comes to lending to Irigh matter altogether and there is no evidencestudents and 'problem’ teachers. It was

holdersin Ireland with lower bank charggs.
businesses, the bank doesn'twantto kiwthat she wrote them at his request, i.e., afounded and run under the watchful eye of



its blind headmaster, Pearse Leahy. Pearssome years. | debated with him amter As Dr. Mansergh seems reluctant to
liked to discuss the affairs of the day thatalia, the specific issue of Mr. Dulanty's produce the evidence he claims to have
he had 'read' aboutinthe day's paper. Thisle in the pages of tHash Examinerin  about Mr. Dulanty he could make a very
was always more interesting for him that August—September 2007 and at thevaluable contribution to that period by
teaching. Itwas a congenial establishment Mitchelstown Literary Festival in 2008. publishingwhat he does have—his father's
Michedl Martin is another beneficiary of Dr. Mansergh did not then and has notcontemporary diary—who played a pivotal
this brainery.) since produced any evidence to show thatole in Britain's espionage work in Ireland
Mr Dulanty was responsible for suggesting during the war. This would add greatly to
Itisironic to see Mansergh pontificating to Ms. Bowen that she write her secret our knowledge of the period.
about citizenship and who is entitled to it espionage reports. He claimed that He also says inthe article thi@itizen-
andthat...itis not possible to deny citizen- Professor Brian Girvin had given him the ship is defined by law and, except at the
ship to groups or individuals otherwise evidence. | have known Professor Girvin margins, it is not possible to deny citizen-
entitled to it". Oh, yes it is! He should forover 40 years and | asked him forit. He ship to groups or individuals otherwise
know—nhe did so deny people. Manserghdid not provide it and itis notin any of his entitled to it."This is not necessarily true
did precisely thatin Governmentwhen his writings. and Dr. Mansergh proved it is not neces-
Governmentwith hisvocal supportchang-  Neither |, norany 'two-nationist' | know sarily so as a member of an Irish Govern-
ed one of the most basic and noble aspectsf, ever claimed that Elizabeth Bowenmentthat changed the law on Irish citizen-
of Irish Citizens—the automatic right of ‘forfeited any rightto be Iristbecause she ship and removed its very noble and
anyone born here to be a citizen. Theywrote those espionage reports—she wrotegenerous offer of automatic citizenship to
repealed the law conferring automatic Irish them because she was English, said soany person born here. He was vocal in

citizenship on everyone born in Irelan

Does he have any sense of intellectualin a time of war.

d. and did her patriotic service for her country support of that disgraceful decision.
Jack Lane

consistency or shame? How thick is ks

brass neck?

That change also cut the moral ground
from under the oft-repeated case for Bo en\] ahon's Star Witn ess
to be considered Irish, the fact the she was
born in Ireland. But any argument will do

when pure and simple caste prejudic
the issue. And so it is with Mansergh.

Mansergh does have a real contribut onWitness that was granted criminal immun-

Part 3
In previous articles we have made thefor the actions of a solicitor acting on his
point that Tom Gilmartin was the only behalf.
However Gilmartin's passive relation-

is

to make to this debate. In the discussiof in'ty @nd as such can be considered Judgship with his solicitor is disputed. A note

Mitchelstown he referred to his fathe
diaries of the period. But they are n
available. He is writing a memoir of h
recent time in Government. | think h
father's dairies would make for much mg
interesting reading because of his rolg
the espionage business during WWII. Le
have them.
Jack Lane

The following letter was submitted to
Studies on 14th June

Elizabeth Bowen And
Ambassador John Dulanty

Dr. Martin Mansergh writes in the late|
issue of 'Studies' thaBbme two-nation

's Mahon's star witness. The criminal prepared by Mr. Pat Hanratty SC, a
Lt immunity would have been set aside if Tribunal lawyer, relating to a discussion
s Gilmartin had been found to have lied to he had with Mr Tom Gilmartin on 30th
g the Tribunal. However, Mahon took a September 1998 near Luton Airport, stated
re Very indulgent approach to Gilmartin the following:
inStatements. Here is an example of the e (Mr Tom Gilmartin) left us to
tsJudge’s evaluation of Gilmartin: Luton railway station. After John and
"As has been stated elsewhere in this Desmond {members of the Tribunal's
Report, the Tribunal was satisfied that legal team} had got out of the car he
Mr Gilmartin was an honest witness, and  turned to me {Mr Hanratty} in the back

that he gave information and evidence to ~ ofthe car and said'don'tforget that matter
the Tribunal in the honest belief that it ~ we talked about'. |asked him which matter

was true and accurate, even thoughitwas and he said 'immunity'. | said that we did
not always so." not think that he needed immunity but

) ) that if he wanted it we would get it."
So in cases where the Tribunal found

that Gilmartin's statements were false the In the course of being cross-examined,
5t Judge granted his star witness a fool'sMr. Gilmartin was asked the following
L pardon. It is difficult to avoid the con- duestion:
br clusion that Mahon had a vested interest ~ "Mr Gilmartin, | am putting it to you

theorists have argued that the writ
Elizabeth Bowen forfeited any right to
Irish, because she sentreports to the Bri
Government about the state of pu
opinion in Ireland during World War Il
As it turns out, this was at the suggest
of John Dulanty, Ireland's diplomati
envoy to London, as she needed an offi
reason to be allowed travel to Ireland.

| can only assume he is referring
people like me who are associated
The Irish Political Reviews we are 'two
nationist' and we have published a
debated the issue of Elizabeth Bow
espionage reports with Dr. Mansergh

e in believing Gilmartin. The credibility of ~ that twice in each of these references,

shhis Report s largely tied to the credibility ~ Wice you lied on oath to this Tribunal.

ic of his star witness. This question referred to two occasions

Even the question of the granting of onwhich Mr Gilmartin had denied request-

ncriminalimmunity is miredin controversy. ing immunity in discussions with the
Why did Gilmartin find it necessary to Tribunal's legal team. Mr. Gilmartin

iakeek criminal immunity? Gilmartin's ans- answered the question in the following
wer to that question is that he didn't. He terms:

o was merely following the advice of his "No, | did not. I did not knowingly lie

ith solicitor, Noel Smyth. As we have seenin  to the Tribunal. | made the statement
a previous article this is not the only time  quite clearly, | would never have asked

dthat Gilmartin distanced himself fromthe ~ for immunity because | did not need

'sactions of his solicitor. He seems to have ~mmunity.

or the view that the clienthas noresponsibility So he somehow obtained criminal
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immunity—a privilege not grantedtoany =~ However, he did make his close friend concedes contain inconsistencies and are
other witness in any Irish Tribunal— Paul Sheeran aware of both the incidentunreliable as regards to dates. In an early
without asking for it?! and that he had the bank details of thestatement in January 1999 he had two
intended payee. Sheeran was a Bank omeetings with Councillor Burke, but in a
The problemwith Gilmartin's evidence Ireland managerwho was quite intimately later statement he concluded there were
is that it is mostly hearsay. Even Judgeinvolved with Gilmartin's business affairs. four meetings.
Mahon has to concede: He represented him at Barkhill board Inan Affidavitin 1998 Gilmartin makes
"Both in his sworn evidence, and in Meetings. He was also the Bank of Irelandno mention of a request for money by
other information provided to the oOfficial who facilitated the payment by Burke. However, in two statements in
Tribunal, Mr Gilmartinreferredtoinform-  Gilmartin of IRE50,000 to Padraig Flynn 1999 and one statementin 2001 Gilmartin
ation which he alleged had been providedintended for Fianna Fail (allegedly). said that Burke had suggested in an
to him by third parties, to the effect that sheeran features quite oftenin the Tribunalambiguous way that Gilmartin should
substantial payments were made by Mr po ot a5 a witness who supports Gil- make a contribution because of the alleged
O'Callaghan to politicians, including Mr .. . .
Bertie Ahern, Mr Ray MacSharry and Mr martin's evidence. favour that Ahern had given. There was
Albert Reynolds. These payments, if in ~But, although Sheeran was made awareno mention of the amount. However, by
fact they had been made, and were madé@f this incident and knew that Gilmartin March 2004 the story had improved
for the reasons which Mr Gilmartin had retained the bank details given to himdramatically in the telling. By then
alleged were indicated to him by his by the unknown person, he did nothing Gilmartin was claiming that Burke had
sources, would have almost certainly gphoyt it. We are being asked to believeasked him for IRE500,000 for tHavour”
constituted corrupt payments. Mr Gil- 54 a1though Sheeran knew that the bankhat Ahern had done. This presented a
martin however emphasised to the - . =
Tribunal that this information was account was a Bank of Ireland accountlarg(_a _q_uestlon mark over Gilmartin's
provided to him by others, and that he @nd that Gilmartin had all the relevant credibility. How could he forget a sen-
himself was not claiming that any such details, no attempt was made by Sheerarsational detail such as a request for
payments had in fact been made, nor wago identify the beneficial owner of the IRE500,000 in his previous statements?
he in a position to provide any proof of account. When the Tribunal's Counsel asked
such payments.” The only evidence for the IRE5 million him about the IRE500,000 Gilmartin
comes from Gilmartin. All other witness initially seemed to backtrack. He claimed
statements relating to the incident are basedhat it wasn't a demand; it was talking
onwhat Gilmartintold them. Nevertheless, about 500,000 pounds"
Judge Mahon accepts Gilmartin'sevidence But the Tribunal Counsel persisted as
on the unknown man and his IRE5 million the following exchange with Gilmartin
emand. shows:

Itis all very well for Mahon to enter this
cautionary note, but Gilmartin's allegations
were made in public. The Tribunal protects
witnesses from the laws of libel. So an
individual whose reputation has been
traduced has no legal redress. As the ol

saying goes: if enough muck is thrown at

a wall some of it will stick. A few months later in May 1989

Gilmartin made a successful bid for land
at Quarryvale owned by Dublin Corpor-
ation. His offer of IRE5.1 million was

significantly greater than a rival bid by a
subsidiary of Green Property PLC. This
offerwas approved by Dublin Corporation
in June 1989. It might be thought that the
reason why Gilmartin was successful in

Every so often Gilmartin comes tantalis-
ingly close to producing some hard
evidence. But at the moment of truth it
eludes the Tribunal's grasp. In the May
issue of thelrish Political Reviewwe
referred to a meeting in early February
1989 at Leinster House that Gilmartin

"Q.There's no ambiguity about that
statement, Mr Gilmartin, is there, in
fairness. It says he asked me would | not
be prepared to pay half a million pounds
because | knew that Bertie Ahern was
looking after me?

A.Yeah.

Q.There's no ambiguity about that.

A.That's the only figure that was
mentioned, half a million pounds.”

After numerous inconsistencies regard-

claimed he had with Charles Haughey
Albert Reynolds, Bertie Ahern, other
senior Fianna Fail figures and an unknown
person. As the meeting ended Gilmartin
was ushered out of the room by the
unknown person and a request was mad
for IRE5 million. The unknown person

handed Gilmartin a slip of paper with the

account details that the payment was to 99,

to. When Gilmartin refused to pay the
unknown person attempted to grab back
the slip of paper, but to no avail.

So Gilmartin had retained the slip of
paper with the account details. At last the
proverbid“smoking gun!'But alas it was
not to be. The slip of paper was destroyed
by his son some time later. Gilmartin
never took a copy of such precious
evidence. He couldn't remember the
account name. All he could recall was that
it was a Bank of Ireland account based in
the Isle of Man.

his bid was that his offer was significantly

" higher than the only other bid, but that is
not what Gilmartin thought. Before the
bid was approved by the Corporation
Gilmartin says that he contacted Bertie
Ahern, who sent Councillor Joe Burke to
Fneet him.

ing dates of meetings Gilmartin finally
settled on September 1990 as the date on
which Councillor Joe Burke requested the
IRE500,000. While there is no ambiguity
in Gilmartin's statement of March 2004
concerning the IRE500,000 demand, it is
unclear as to whether the money was to be

conversation between Tribunal Counse
nd Gilmartin in January 1999:

According to notes of a telephone

"Mr Gilmartin said that he believed
that Bertie Ahern sent Burke in as
damaged limitation exercise for Fianna
Fail and for the purpose of protecting the

Ipaid to Fianna Fail or Ahern himself.

From Gilmartin's testimony it appears

that he was non-committal about the
demand. After the meeting Gilmartin says
that Burke offered to give him a lift to the
airport. On the way to the airport Burke

Party. In any event Mr Burke wentin and Wanted Gilmartin to meet Ahern.

did something. Mr Gilmartin says that

Here is what Gilmartin says happened

the Corporation has details of the Burke in his March 2004 statement:

intervention. Mr Gilmartin did not know
precisely what Bertie Ahern did. How-
ever, at the second meeting a week later,
the tender was approved.”

Gilmartin made a number of statements

to the Tribunal which even Mahon

"Mr Burke then drove to the Deadman's
Inn Public House... | recall that Mr Burke
was in the pub for about 20 minutes.
When he came out he told me that Mr
Ahern was not inside but he thought he
might be in another pub. | recall Mr
Burke then driving me to another pub



located in the vicinity of Beaumont zoning. Owen O'Callaghan strategy was
Hospital. Again, | remember Mr Burke not to lobby for an unrestricted zoning.
ggg‘l.?t ir(‘jsr'gﬁ] uigg \?vilirllegllvr\]/zﬂs d%ﬂ?sifgé Instead he wished to confine the retail
in his car. When Mr Burke came out he element in Quarryvale Fo 250,000 square
told me that Mr Ahern would be there f€€t. The reason for this was that he felt
shortly. that if a proposal for unrestricted retail
"However, | was very anxious at that development was put before the Council
stage that | would miss my flight back to it would fail.
Luton. | told Mr Burke that | had a  Thjs seems a plausible explanation but

commitment to attend a meeting the Gjimartin smelled a rat. In Gilmartin's
following morning which | could not

with Cllrs McGrath and Gilbride on the
evening of 17 December 1992. It was
established, to the Tribunal's satisfaction,
that his attempts were not successful
largely because the telephones in the
Fianna Fail rooms in Dublin County
Councilwere, onthe evening in question,
being manned by Mr Deane, in order to
control contact by Mr Gilmartin with
Clirs McGrath and Gilbride."

But Gilmartin in his evidence (quoted

miss and | had to insist that he drive me VI8V, MrO'Callaghan, inagreeingtoscale ghove) said that John Gilbride was also

immediately to the airport. Mr Burke Packthe project, wasengaged inadelibermanning the phones on 17th December.
tried to persuade me towaitfor Mr Ahern's ate ploy to diminish his, Mr Gilmartin's, gq was Gilbride manning the phones to
arrival but when | refused to do so, Mr equity in the project, and thatinthe longer preyent Gilmartin from speaking to
Burke got very upset..." term, the scale of the project would then himgelf (Gilbride)?!

Itis difficult to know what Gilmartinis  °€ increased with Mr Gilmartin no longer

suggesting in this statement. Is it thatPart of the picture. This assumes that  There are two other incidents, which
Burke felt that if Gilmartin could meet 0] Call'c_lghan had absolute co_ntrol overthepgye nothing to do with the payments to
Ahern that Gilmartin would be more likely C0uncil and that he could dictate at any pojiticians (the terms of reference of the

to hand over the IRE500,0007 If so, it all iMe how itwould vote. The facts suggest Tripunal), but they relate to Owen O'Cal-

seems a little haphazard for such a large?tnerwise. About 30% of the Council was |aghan and they give some insight into the

sum of money. Councillor Burke said he ©PP0Sed 1o all rezoning and there weregregibility of Gilmartin.

had Ahern's mobile number. Why would Other powerfuldevelopersandcommunity - The first incident is trivial and has the
he have gone chasing around the pubs iff1terests opposed to the development Ofcomic elements of a bedroom farce. On a
Dublin for Ahern when he could contact Quarryvale. date unknown there was a meeting at AIB
him by phone? Also, this attempt to meet # féw days before the 17th of Decem- headquarters, which was attended by
Ahern happened in September 1990, morg?€"» Gilmartin had threatened to go to the among others O'Callaghan and Gilmartin.
than a year after the alleged favour was"'€SS On the Quarryvale issue. Whatpere s what happened according to
done. Why had he waited so long? Finally, Gilmartin was going to say to the Press isGjimartin:

if Burke had felt that a meeting between Uncléar. Two AlB managers (Mr Kay and
Gilmartin and Ahern could result in a MrMcGrath)flewtoLondonon December

IRE500,000 payment, why did he not make ;7th to attempt to persuade him that it was

a later attempt to do this. To put it mildly in all their interests that the Council vote
Gilmartin's story is implausible would be passed, even on the basis of the

Councillor Burke responded to the retail element being restricted to 250,000
Tribunal in a clear and unambiguous square fegt. , ,
statement: Gilmartin said that the meeting was _ _ .

"At no time did | mention or solicit any delayed for a few hours because Mr Mr. Gilmartin copﬁrmed that thave: .
sum from Mr Gilmartin. | have never McGrathwas late. He said to the Tribunal was areference to himselfand Mr. Maguire
solicited money on behalf of Mr Bertie that he: (Gilmartin's solicitor). In the course of his

Ahern, nor has he ever asked me to. | "...suddenly realised that the main taped interview, conducted with his then

deny categorically Mr Gilmartin's evid- reason for Mr McGrath being late, or that solicitor, Mr. Noel Smyth in London in

ence regarding mention of a sumaaf was my opinion, was to stall me untii May 1998, Mr Gilmartin said the
million pounds or any sum being sought  after the Council offices were shut, so, fo|lowina:
) ; . g

by me from him on any occasion." when | did try to get through the people
answering the phone was John Deane,
Frank Dunlop and John Gilbride".

"...we had a break and went into the
gents and Mr O'Callaghan had been
outside the door talking to someone and
he disappeared when we went out and he
fell out of a broom cupboard. | literally—
we heard this rattling and when | looked,
here he opened the door of the broom
cupboard and he fell out of it."

"Just before there was a break up, you
know, for tea or something and you'd go
to the toilet, and he'd be out from front of
you and he'd be in the broom cupboard in
the toilet. He done that. | caught him out,
deliberately caught him out.”

Judge Mahon is unable to decide on
whether Burke, acting on behalf of Ahern, ] )
made a demand of IRE500,000 from Gil- It is not always easy to follow Gil-
martin. However, it is not really possible Martin's logic. But he seems to be saying

that Gilmartin could be mistaken on such that, if he had had the opportunity to make
a sensational claim. It is difficult to see @ telephone call from London before the  So what has Mr. Maguire, the only

how someone could misunderstand or fail Council Offices were shut, he could have other witness to this bizarre incident, to

to remember accurately a demand ofinfluenced the outcome of the vote. It say about this? In a letter to the Tribunal

IRE500,000 on behalf of a future Taoi- S€eMSs that Owen O'Callaghan was not thélated 6th July 2007 he stated: .
seach. Either Gilmartin is telling the truth Only one who had such decisive power rl;l dol recall a brr]eag dﬁ”ng a mie,t\l/lng
or he is an outright liar. If he is lying on 0ver Council votes! va”rir;rti\évelntdtig tnst n%ttiégo;‘g;vgroor:{
this important issue, how can any of his It is worth noting that Mr McGrath '

. cupboard in the bathroom. | did not see
evidence be trusted? told the Tribunal that he was not late for  oyen o'Callaghan in the bathroom if he
the 17th December 1992 meeting in

. . N was there. | left the bathroom before Mr.
Gilmartinmade anumber of quite trivial | ondon but added that Mr Gilmartinwas ~ Gilmartin and returned to the meeting
allegations to the Tribunal. These are only o hours late! room. Later on Mr. Gilmartin said to me
worth considering because they touch on - Amazingly the Tribunal takes all this ~ that Mr. O'Callaghan had been ‘ear
the question of Gilmartin's credibility.  quite seriously. It concludes: wigging' our conversation.”
On 17th December 1992 Dublin County "The Tribunal heard evidence of  Thiswas confirmed by Mr. Maguire in
Councilwas due to vote onthe Quarryvale  attempts by Mr Gilmartin to make contact his sworn evidence to the Tribunal.
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Is that not remarkable? It would not be  Waited about five minutes or more, I'm never beenin a public house in Clondalkin,

unusual for business rivals to keep their Nt quite sure of the time. And then three and that therefore Mr. Gilmartin had been

eyes and ears open (eavesdropping?) when Ezgﬂiirg}/:sds,égrgre] fﬁggﬁ#&oﬁgéhggﬁismken inidentifying Councillor Burke,

they are in the general vicinity of each  syn glasses on them, they walked over r Gilmartin statedthe only admission |
other. But for one such businessman to and sat at a table not looking at me butWill make to making a mistake, if | see an
hide and then fall out of a broom cupboard ~ just looking in my direction and one identical face"(to Mr Burke's), and he
is, to say the very least, memorable. And ~came over and sat at our table. So | askedvent on to statét will have to be practic-
yet Maguire remembers that Gilmartin ~ Mr. O'Callaghan, you know, whatis this ally identical...downtothe glasses...down
claimed there was eavesdropping, but about and he says 'oh, well listen'. So thistg even his teeth"

gentleman said to me 'lamthe SinnFéin  aAqad if the individual had anv dis-
cannot recall the broom cupboard part representative for this area' and he said y

even though Gilmartin says he was a 'you are on our patch'..." (Thereappearstmgmsmng features or marks, Mr

witness to it. fo be a not' missing after the word 'table'.) Gilmartin responded that he ‘didn’t see
... any birthmarks on him, but | remember

So what does Mahon make of all this? According to Mahon, Mr. Gilmartin - his teeth were uneven.Mr. Gilmartin
He can't determine whether there was any/VeNt 0N {0 say that the man whom he saidyso statedI"didn't get the photograph
eavesdropping because, apart from Gil-nroduced himself as a Sinn Fein rep-rong, that face is embedded on my
martin's testimony, there is no evidence Ofres?ntatlve,_ said to hitwe have afile on - memory"Counselinformed Mr Gilmartin
it. He accepts Owen O'Callaghan's YU Mr. Gilmartin testified that, when  that Clir. Burke had in fact a birthmark on
"absolute lack of recollectiondf this as 1€ inquired of the individual if he, Mr. his neck. Oh dear!
being true and notes his denial. However,G,”martm’ was being threatened, Mr.  when asked about this, ClIr. Burke
he also accepts that Gilmartgenuinely O'Callaghan ordered him to listen to the telephoned the Tribunal and advised that,
believedthere was eavesdropping. Mahon M- Mr. Gilmartin stated that, following »(a) he had never attended a meeting in
goes on to say: strong words from hlmto themdlwdual in relation to Quarryvale, (b) he had never
“The Tribunal did not believe it to have 4SSO he, Mr. Gilmartin, got up and met Tom Gilmartin in his life, and (c)
been the case, having regard to theWalkedc?u.tofthe publlchouse,WhereuponQuarry\,&ue was not in his ward"
foregoing, that Mr Gilmartin concocted € Was joined by Mr. O'Callaghan; both
the incident, although itwas possible that then travelled back into the city by taxi.  Following some assistance from Burke,
he embellished aspects of it (and in Mr. Gilmartin also stated than route  the Tribunal discovered that there was a
particular his belief that Mr O'Callaghan back to the city, he confronted Mr. O' sinn Féin representative, with a similar
fell from a cupboard). Callaghan aboutthe nature of the meetinggppearance to Burke, who had met Gil-

Ifthe cupboard incident never happenedbut that Mr. O'Callaghan merely advised martin and O'Callaghan in Clondalkin in
the word "embellish” hardly describes him to take heed as to what had been saidzonnection with Quarryvale. This person
Gilmartin's assertion that it did happen. In M. Gilmartin explained thatthis meet- \y45 John McCann. He was the Secretary
such an event Gilmartin could be more iNg Was intended to frighten him and to f the Quarryvale Residents' association
accurately described as beirifemtasist” ~ ensure that he would not continue any 5nqwas accompanied by the Chairperson,
ifhe"genuinely believedhatithappened. development in the Clondalkin area. Patrick Jennings. It does not appear that

If Mahon thinks that there is apossibility ~ Could this have really happened? Inthe jennings had any connection with Sinn
that the cupboard incident did happen, course of his evidence, Gilmartin said that pgjn. Interestingly, the person who
how can he accept Maguire's evidenceh€ had recorded the encounter with agrganised the meeting, but didn't attend,
that Gilmartin did not mention it to him at dictaphone which he had with him at the \yas the almost ubiquitous Liam Lawlor.

the time or O'Callaghan"absolute lack ~ time. _ _ According to McCann the meeting took
of recollection” of such a memorable At last some 'tang_|ble evidence 10 pjace at the Jenson Hotel in Clondalkin
incident? support Gilmartin's evidence! Gilmartin vjjjjlage in early Spring of 1991. He thinks

even claimed that he had replayed theprank punlop was also an attendee, but
The second incident has none of thefecording to himself on occasions, for some reason Mahon does not think
comic elements of the broom cupboard. It thereafter, but doesn't say if anyone elsepyniop was there. There were no men in
has more of the dark tones of a mafiaheard it. He certainly didn't bring it to the 5k glasses or other Sinn Féin represent-
thriller or at least Gilmartin's version! ~ Police. But alas this recording was atjves. The meeting was unremarkable
Mr. Gilmartin gave sworn testimony to destroyed in 1996. And, like the account gxcept for'one unusual comment made
the Tribunal that, on an occasion in or details for the IRES million mentioned y Tom Gilmartin® During the meeting
around the’Autumn of 1990 he was above, the Tribunal was denied the hardrom Gilmartin described encounters with
taken by Mr. O'Callaghan to a public €vidence. certain Governmeritocal and national”
house in Clondalkin for the purpose of  The "Sinn Féin representative”, who representatives and he ranted loudly about
meeting residents from the Quarryvale Gilmartin claimed had threatened him, oW theywere a bunch of corrupt bastards.
area, as part of the campaign to bolsterdid not tell him his name, but Gilmartin, e was about to mention an individual by
local support for the Quarryvale rezoning Years later identified the man from an ngme and Owen O'Callaghan seemed to
project. Here is Gilmartin's sworn internetphotographas Clir Christy Burke, prod him under the table with a gentle tap

testimony: who was at the time an elected Sinn Feingf hjs leg with what seemed like a gesture
"..We arrived into a pub. And when | Dublin City Councillor. to get him quiet and to say nothing more.
went in there, there was nobody there. The local representatives indicated their

There was one or two people at the bar. Gilmartin was adamant that the persongypport for the Quarryvale development.
We went over and sat at a table and Iwhothreatened himwas Christy Burke. . . _

asked Mr. O'Callaghan. | says, 'where arethe course of it being put to him that Cllr. [N his testimony to the Tribunal, Mr.
those residents I'm supposed to meet' andurke had never met Mr. Gilmartin (or McCann acknowledged that, at the time
he says ‘well just wait, just wait'. So we jngeed, Mr. O'Callaghan), and that he hadof his meeting with Mr Gilmartin, he was



a member of Sinn Féin, and was a SinnSinn Féin representative. So there is no"'men in dark glassesind the Sinn Féin
Féinrepresentative inthe Clondalkin area.question of Gilmartin confusing this threat? How could anyone be mistaken
However, it was Mr. McCann's evidence meeting with another meeting. Further- about such significant details? The last
that his political affiliations were notraised more, eventhough Gilmartin was adamantparagraph in the above quotation is an
at the meeting, and that it had been maddhat Burke was the Sinn Féin representativeadmission that the only evidence is the
clear that he was attending the meeting aghat made threats, Mahon is satisfied thatrecord of Gilmartin himself, and even this
a community activist, and more specific- Cllr. Burke never met Mr. Gilmartin or contains inconsistencies.
ally in his capacity as the Secretary of theMr O'Callaghan and that he (Gilmartin) It should be remembered that, if Gil-
Quarryvale Residents' Association. was confusing Burke with Mr McCann. martin is to be believed, he recorded the
Mr. Jennings provided a statement to So how does Mahon explain the dis- meeting on a dictaphone which he played
the Tribunal, which largely confirmed crepancy between Gilmartin's version of back and had in his possession up until
McCann's version. Regarding Gilmartin's the meeting and the version of the other1996. So of all the four people, he should
outburst he noted that the meeting: three, which are diametrically opposed onhave the best recollection of what hap-

"...had been positive and upbeat, the question ofthe menin dark glasses angpened. But even Mahon cannot bring
however the tone changed when Mr. the Sinn Féin threat? His explanation is himselfto believe thémenin dark glasses"
Gilmartin started to recount the difficult-  similar to his'O'Callaghan in the broom  story. Of course, neither does he say that
ies and road blocks that had been put incnhoard” allegation. It may not have Gilmartin is a fantasist or liar.

his way by local authority officials and
politicians. At one point he stated that
'they were worse than the Mafia' and
were bleeding him dry by making
outrageous demands for money. | took
this to mean that these demands related to
redesignation of the lands in Quarryvale
and planning permission. Both Mr.
O'Callaghan and Mr. Dunlop appeared
discomfited at these discloseness {sic}.
Mr. Gilmartin went further and stated
that he had paid a single politician
£50,000. At this point he yelped in pain
clutching his shin, exclaiming, 'Jesus
Owen, what are you kicking me for."..."

It is interesting that Jennings thinks
that Gilmartin hadpaid a single politician
£50,000"and not that politician's political
party.

Owen O'Callaghan had no significant
disagreements with McCann and Jen-
nings's version of the meeting.

Mr Gilmartin denied that he had ever
met Mr McCann, save to the extent that he
may have been one of two men who
remained at another table in the public
house, while the man (whom Mr. Gilmartin
identified as Councillor Burke) sat with
himself and Mr O'Callaghan. Inthe course
of his cross-examination by Counsel for
Clir Burke (Day 770) Mr. Gilmartin
strongly denied that at the meeting
described by him he had mentioned
corruption, or corrupt politicians.

What does the Tribunal make of all
this? Gilmartin's evidence is completely
different from that of the other three
attendees (O'Callaghan, McCann and

Jennings) on the question of men with mention of Northern Ireland atthe meeti
came from Gilmartin. None of the oth
Mahon accepts that a meeting took three attendees said the subject came
place in the Spring of 1991 with the four If there was strain at the meeting, it wgs
people. He thinks (with no evidence but ascaused by Gilmartin himself introducin
the topic of political corruption. So Maho
association with Sinn Féin was made is saying that Gilmartin felt he was threaf-
ened as a result of the strain that fje

dark glasses and a Sinn Féin threat.

a"matter of probability} that McCann's

known to Gilmartin.

He thinks that the meeting was the only (Gilmartin) had introduced into th
occasion that Gilmartin attended with a meeting. But how does he explain t

happened but Gilmartiribelieves" it
happened. Here is what Mahon says:

So much for the credibility of Mahon's
star witness!

"The Tribunal was satisfied, as a matter
of probability, that reference was made  Atthis pointitis worth concluding with
to Mr Gilmartin's previous business g quote from the statement of Bertie Ahern

involvement in Northern Ireland. It was 5|1owing the publication of the Tribunal
also satisfied that matters which almost report:

certainly contributed to the strained . )
"...not a single witness at the Mahon

atmosphere of the meeting included ) : A
references made by Mr Gilmartin to Tribunal directly stated that | was given
corruption, and a reference by Mr Gil- & bribe (other than Thomas Gilmartin).
martin to a payment of IRE50,000 to a And he stated he was only repeating what
senior politician (and which resulted in € claimed he had been told by Owen
Mr O'Callaghan kicking him under the ~ O'Callaghan. MrO'Callaghan was always
clear that he never made that claim to Mr

table). - o
“While the Tribunal could not deter-  Gilmartin.

mine with any degree of probability ;
whether or not Mr Gilmartin was threat- The only reason why the Tribunal

ened in the manner described by him, it mvestlgated Bertl_e Ahe_rn was the allega-
was nevertheless satisfied that Mr tionsof Thomas Gilmartin. Aconsequence
Gilmartin believed himself to have been Of these uncorroborated allegations and
threatened in the course of the meeting.the Tribunal's investigations of them was
Conceivably, this belief by Mr Gilmartin  that Ahern felt that he had to resign as

may have arisen as a consequence of thqapjseach in order to defend his good
negative tone of the meeting, and becaus%ame_

of references made to him about his The whole affair beqaars belief
previous business dealings in Northern 99 )
Ireland.

"Mr Gilmartin was vigorously cross-
examined with regard to discrepanci
and/or inconsistencies in the vario
accounts he gave (both informal an
formal) concerning his encounter wit
'menindark glasse$Vhile, undoubtedly, The Dunmanway
there were inconsistencies inthe accougt, K illi
the Tribunal was satisfied that there wds KI”IngS
awritten record of Mr Gilmartin's claim
in relation to the encounter, at least fro
February 1998, in the course of his ear
contact with the Tribunal."

The following letter, appeared in the
Sunday Times on 24th June

Justine McCarthy's article (10 Jung)
stated the position exactly about the
mystery of the Dunmanway killings
"How can we know the killers' motives
we do not know who they were?" Maigin
Mansergh says that the motive was revefige
on "a Protestant/Loyalist population” fgr
the shooting of an IRA Commandant by a
FiDrotestant/LoyaIist. This implies thatjhe
knowswhothekillerswere. Ifherevealed
who they were, the killings would cease}to
be the mystery they have been for PO
years, without even local rumour abgut

It should said that the only evidence ¢f

the culprits.
Jack Lane
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by our media but of course they go forthe  More locally, crops are obviously a
Anglicised Burma, it was like something huge concern but the rain seemed to be
* ave never seen. This politician from a spread out over other areas of Europe too
es ahora is politician frc : ther areas o
remote land was flownin by Bono's private so things are getting a bit hairy. We had
jet with Sir Bob Geldoff, some of the just come back from our usual trip to
Redgraves and other luvies for a six hourFrance where we drove around Brittany
As | squelched my way through Cork . S .
. marathon of ceremonies. She was awarde@nd ended up staying in Camaret again.
city last Saturday (23rd June 2012) | . :
. . the Freedom of Dublin, an Ambassador of During our stay there we had some days of
thought about how the papers said that it . . . ’
. Conscience by Amnesty International rain but we still got out and had a great
was our wettest summer since 1958. The . : . . .
. (who were conspicuous by their absencetime. And it was a great relief to be away
rain never let up and then on the RTE}, . :
. during the Northern Ireland troubles) went from the constant bad news at home which
News at 6 they showed a huge cleaving < :
. to the Aras to see the President who wasever seems to stop.
off of Mount Brandon into the sea. A local e L : o
o beside himself with joy (whothoughbased One evening as we were eating in our
farmer stood nearby with his sheep dog. . . . . .
. in Galway—his conscience was never toolittle hotel, | saw two ships come into our
and he thought much more of itwould fall. . .
: : bothered with the farmers of Rossport andbay. | went outside for a better look and
Hill walkers were warned (urbanites all) . , . L
: their unequal fight against the oil joint there to my amazement was also a huge
and indeed | have never seen the land so X - :
; who destroyed the Niger Delta—except warship with all the bells and whistles.
full of water. It brought to mind the poor ; . . o
. when they hung the poet Ken Saro-Wiwa) The coms. were just massive. | came inside
people from Rossport in Co. Mayo who ) .
; - . and had a concert in her honour. When theand told himself to go out and have a look
did everything in their power to stop Royal . : :
; oo celebrations were shown on RTE1 Newsand he was able to confirm that one ship
Dutch Shell from laying their highly . . \
. ; .~_at 6 o clock, the ordinary Irish hadn't too was customs but the other two were French
dangerous pipe across their land—precisely ,
. ._~“much of a clue but, as the camera pannedhavy. The lady of the house calleday
because it was bog-land and thus subjec . - o .
: around those excited faces, the Statemonsieur'and indicated with much hand
to erosion. Our State answered them by . . : .
L . broadcaster overlay the proceedings withgestures and bits of French and English
criminalising them and throwing them . .
; R asong by U2. I would urge readers to look that they were taking shelter in the bay of
into gaol. Royal Dutch Shell is jointly . . .
. atthe Weekend Sectionfiie Irish Times  Camaret because of huge gales that were
owned by the UK and Holland. And this . S 20
e ; . 16th June 2012 and the front page articleout at sea. A heavy sea mist finally settled
week they will finally lay their last bit of . . . .
. L written by Kathy Sheridan. She writes also and nothing could be really seen
pipe. Their victory over the people of N . ;
. such tosh about Aung Suu Kyi's father again that night.
Rossport, aided by our Governments (both . , .
. ; . ; Aung San who was the national leaderand | don't know where people get the idea
the last one and this one) is a bitter pill for , . . )
‘T who went to London'to negotiate a that Ireland is more expensive than other
the poor farmers as this is the County . o ; ) .
. ; settlement with the Britisiwhere he told  countries. Certainly, France is that much
where Michael Davitt was born and where ; . ; o
: . ournalists that he wantettomplete dearer, as is definitely the UK and amaz-
his Land League began their successfut . L ) . .
. independence'hot dominion status from ingly enough Spain. And | can say with
campaign to take our land back from the _ = ™" ) )
. . . ; Britain. absolute certainty that our food is so much
colonials. Davitt and his family were . , ) . .
. "ltis said that Michael Collins was one better—not just the taste but the cooking
evicted off the land and had to go to e o -
. . of hisinspirations. In any event, the British as well. We have one of the great cuisines
Lancashire where he began working and

was onlv a bov of 11 when in the cotton  e"& ready to deal. In the Burmese of the world—our fish dishes alone and
y y electionsin 1947 his partywon 248 ofthe great tasting vegetables are simply

mills he lost his hand up to the arm in a 255 seats and Aung San became the Pr€vonderful. So too with our beef and pork
milling machine. Inone ofthemany surreal eminent leader of the nation. Three ) porK.
things that now happen in Ireland, Phil  months later, at a cabinet meeting, five When ourGovern['qenttaIks about growth
Hogan TD, Minister for the Environment, ~ Men stormed the building and assassinatand other suctaméis—they would be far
warned all high bog owners that they were ed him, along with most the council*.  better pushing the fruits of our seas and

now prevented from cutting their own  Sothatis how Kathy Sheridan describesIand. Y<_at t_hey still talk about returning to
: . : . the building trade and NAMA have
bogs, while the Taoiseach, Enda Kennythe Cabinet slaughter in 1948. But who o iy
o . . ._announced that it intends finishing off
TD, in his now aggressive mode, warnedwere these men? How could any journalist - -
: ! _ some building estates by using at least
them that they would be considered asworth their salt just leave the story at that? -
. . . AN a10million. Take a tour around Ireland
breaking the law if they cut their turf and Or was she told by Kevin O'Sullivan, her
. ) . and you would weep at the number of
would have to face the consequencesEditor that such exemplary discretion was ; L ;
. ,)housmg estates that are finished and still
Some of the bogs have been put undetthe better part of the paper's interests? : ;
. ) " never been occupied—not to mind the
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) by After all a former British Ambassador to . ;
. . . o ones with severe infrastructure faults
the EU. Yetthe biggest and mostimportantireland stated that it was the British who : ) :
) N . . : ) .. because they were built the first day with
area of an SAC was the lake which Shell"were involved in a little light shooting . .
: et poor building materials and shoddy labour.
managed to get through without any and brought to an end Burma's little foray : - ;
) e . The Fine Gael Minister of the Environ-
problems or threats from the Governmentinto democracy. Isn't it amazing then that ;
. X . ) ment, Phil Hogan TD, has now put the
of the day. And the most bitter pill of all— his daughter was educated in Oxford and, . o
i ) kibosh on looking into the scandal of the
Ireland will not make a cent from our own married and settled down there? When : o :
S i planning permissions given out by County
gas and oil—it will be exported directlyto Bono was on TV he compared Aung Suu : .
. : - . and City Councils all over the country.
Scotland through another pipe which we Kyi "to Nelson Mandela, Vaclas Havel e ;
. o Perhaps it is better that way. The dog in
as tax-payers have mostly paid for. and almost sotto voce t€ollins": The .
. , ) the street knows what happened so let's
But when Aung San Suu Kyi from call-up of the West's favourite people. move forward
Burma, or Myanmar as it should be called Meanwhile the arms trade goes on and '
military juntas are big buyers—grand StaTE ABUSE

SuMMER HoLipays

It Is Time altogether really. For some time now there have been



alarming stories about our young dying
State care. Now and again a particu
gruesome death/murder is highlighted
the media and then forgotten. The H

has been throwing money at the problgm

making it one of the most expensi
systems in Europe. Staff are paid sum
money that are breathtaking and yet—
my—how they have failed our children
The HSE put off for ages making a
information available, except on cas
that came into the public arena becaus
bodies found, making them then fall in
the Gardai remit. Now we finally have t

Report of the Independent Child Death

Review GroupThe Report was authore
by child law expert and solicitor Geoffre
Shannon and Barnardos Director

Advocacy Norah Gibbons. They haye

established that between 2000 and 2
there were 196 deaths of children in t
HSE system. 112 were as a result of n
natural causes such as suicides, dr
overdoses, road trafficincidents or unla
ful killings. No matter what one say
those figures are truly horrific.

They cannot be let there as just cr

statistics because this is a very smpll
country. On the night the report wgs
released, RTE 1 News at 6 dealt with the
issue. There was an interview with the tWo

authors, though | would have a difficult
with Norah Gibbons as it could be pe
ceived that there is a conflict of intere
between her authorship and her job w
Barnardos, which gets money from t
State to look after children and actin th
interest. But the most important intervie
was with Fine Gael's Minister for Childre
and Youth Affairs Francis Fitzgerald T
Brian Dobson asked the Minister s

guestions and never once put her on th

spot. He dichotask her if she intended t
resign or her Senior, Minister for Healt
Fine Gael's Dr. James Reilly TD—wh
was nowhere to be seen. | couldn't hq
but contrast this with RTE's attitude to th
way it treated Church people over th
years. Instead Brian Dobson almost lear
over backwards trying to be co-operati
with Ms Fitzgerald who was clad inamo
fetching fuchsia coloured suit.

Then it was announced by the Minist
that a new Ministry for Children would b
hived off from the HSE altogether an

there would be a Referendum to give ngw

Rights to the Child that over-rules famil
law. This (liberal) agenda is now we
advanced yet there are laws guarantee
absolute care to children in this count
but more money is to be made by preter

N Film Review
ar

y

EDesmond Bell's Frank Ryan

e Desmond Bell's filmThe Enigma Of contact. He was standing by a set of about
ofFrank Ryanbegins with Ryan experienc- fifty pigeon holes, each holding inform-
hing an RAF bombing raid on Berlin in a ation about a possible ally. Most of them,
late stage of World War 2. The story of he said, would turn out to be useless. The
y how he got there is told in a series of thing was to discover which would be
sflashbacks connected with his telling of usable.
othe story to German Military Intelligence. ~ He pulled out one drawer and said it
He is being recorded by a German record-had to do with Indian nationalists opposed
€ ing machine, the Grundig, which went on to Gandhi. | suppose that must have been
to become one of the technological marvelsSubhas Chandra Bose's group. If so,
for the post-1945 generation of the world. Germany never got as far as India to make
For the most part Ryan replied to questionsuse of it. It was the Japanese that Bose
put to him by his handler, but on one acted with. Japan had been forced by the
1cPccasion the machine was left with him USA to become a capitalist imperialist
eovernight, sothat he might give an accountpower, as the alternative to being a simple
n-of aspects of his life which his handler did victim of Western Imperialism. Faced
gnot wish to be known that he had heard.with an American ultimatum, backed by
- The point of this seemed to be that theBritain, in 1941, which would have wreck-
Gestapo did not know about Ryan's edits economy if complied with, it attacked
activities in the Spanish Civil War, and an American naval base in the mid-Pacific
€lthatit was important that they did not find and invaded the British Empire in Asia.
out. This presumed ignorance of the Bose formed his Indian National Army in
Gestapo came up a number of times. Italliance with Japan, but Japan was defeated
seems improbable to me that the Gestapdefore it could become operative. Never-
did not know of Ryan's Spanish activities, theless Bose remains to this day one of
- or that they could not have found out India's most admired men of action. In
t easily if they sensed that information was neighbouring Burma, Aung San formed a
hbeing withheld from them. national government under Japanese
e The Gestapo were the Special Branchprotection and thoroughly undermined
ir of the police of Nazi Germany. If they British rule. When Britain tried to restore
exercised ageneralintimidating influence, its Imperial sovereignty in 1945—helped
that is what police forces do. They could by Irish'Anti-Fascists' like Cathal O'Shannon
- scarcely function as police forces if they —it found the task was beyond its power.
did notdo so. And, ifthey tortured suspects Churchilldemanded that Aung San should
and subversives, then, judging by all the be prosecuted as awar criminal, but Britain
Hollywood or Ealing films in which they found instead that it had to recognise him
L have been represented, what they did isas the legitimate leader of independent
Iponly what guardians of the peace in Burma (Myanmar, as it is now known).
e democracies now do openly, especiallyin  If Sean Russell's group was in one of
e the foremost democracy, the United Veesenmayer's pigeon holes, then it had
edStates—the democracy on which the some good company.
€ maintenance of Democracy as an element | don't recall what the relationship was
5t in the structure of the world is now held to between Bose and Gandhi. | only know
" depend. that Gandhi refused to support the British
war on Germany. And, when Churchill
4 Ryan was held (as a free agent) bygent a Socialist, Sir Stafford Cripps, as
Military Intelligence, theAbwehy com- jherial emissary to India to urge Nehru

: . M|I|t§1ry to support the British war effort, Nehru
Intelllgence.wasasllghtlydetached,sllght— expected that he would be offered inde-
ingy subversive component of the Nazi nengence in exchange for participation in
ry Tégime. Ryan was under its protection. e war as anally. But, when he found that
d- Thereason hewas taken to Germany—s;r Stafford was only urging him to do his

oD

; manded by Admiral Canaris.
| .

ing otherwise. And of course the groups the reason he was rescued from a Fascisjy a5 a subject, he turned him down flat.

lapping up the money will continue t
make a dog's meal out of helping the
same children as has happened in the
and elsewhere. But, as the media wants
to know, anything is better than the o
Catholic Church. QED.

D prison in Spain—was to go on amission to

Selreland with Sean Russell. One of the  Britain then setaboutraising an Imperial

UKnteresting scenes in the film showed Army in India, in defiance of the Indian

U¥eesenmayer, the SS Officer in the national movement, Congress, as well as

d Foreign Office who had responsibility for Bose—in defiance of all the vital political
this mission, explaining about the many forces in India. The outcome was the

Julianne Herlihy ©

resistance groups with which they had catastrophic collapse of the Empire at the
17
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end of the War, without there being a as a requirement of English progress, and A Hungarian Jew who survived and
developed Indian administration capableit is now being discovered that the kiling became a Rabbi in England, Hugo Gryn,
of taking over, and religious rioting in in the suppression of the Indian national was a popular broadcaster on BBC Radio.
which a million people died while the last revolt of 1857—which is usually trivial- About 15 years ago | heard him describe
Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten, looked on, ised by being called the Indian Mutiny— the round-up of the Hungarian Jews in
and Partition resulted. ran into millions. It was thought to be 1944. He said they had no idea what was
. better for the sense of public well-being in in store for them. If what was being done
Veesenmayer, with whom Ryan had England that the English public should inthe camps was not known on the Jewish
some discussion, was amember of the SS;o he o0 well informed of what was grapevine, itis a very rash assumption that
The SSwas akind of ruling class, or caste yaing done in its interest. The SS was ofit was widely known in Germany.
inthe Naziregime. ltwasmodelledonthe iho same opinion. Himmler told his  Systematic exterminationwas undertaken
Englishruling class, which Hitleradmired ¢qjeagues that it was necessary that whatn the Baltic/Polish Ukrainian hinterland
greatly. and the English Public Schools oy \vere doing should be done for the of the War with Russia. Those were areas
were the model for the educational system,qare of the German people, but that it where popular anti-Semitism merged with
set up to produce an elite for the Germany o5 5150 necessary that it should be kepainti-Communism and there was popular
state. . secret from the German people. participation in the exterminations. During
The German state never had a ruling  pegmond Bell is to be commended for the three years of the extermination
class. The English state, from the begin-,oqenting Veesenmayer as ahuman beingampaign the German population had more
ning of its evolutionary development .t ihe English Public Schoolboy type.  pressing things to think about. So I think
around 1715, was entirely the product of that was a false note in a film that had

the ruling class. It might almost be said ¢ showing of the film on 3rd June, in many good notes.

Fhat throughout the 18th century and well the Queen's Film Theatre, Belfast, as part

into the 19th there was no State, only ay the Belfast Festival, was followed by a  All readers may not be familiar with the
ruling class—certainly no apparatus of giscyssion about it with the audience.  outline of Ryan's career. He joined the
State, recruited from the populace, suchas  eargal McGarry, author of apamphlet IRA at the tail-end of the War of
we take for granted today. The construct-on pyan, a book on the Irish in the Spanishindependence. During the 1920s the IRA
ion of this State apparatus beganin eamesg;yii\war, and a contribution to the Oxford had a function as part of the anti-Treaty
after the 1832 reform, supervised by the yniyersity project of'Re-Writing Irish ~ movement in the South. Its existential
ruling class. ltwas gradually democratised jisiory with a book on 1916, was, as problems became after Fianna Fail came
as successive strata were granted the Votgyjsiorical Consultant on the film, on the to power in 1932 and started breaking the
The Parliamentary franchise was fully p\atform alongwith Bell. Inthe filmRyan Treaty.

democratised only in 1928. is shown questioning his German friend,  I'm sure that the existence of the IRAin
Clissman, aboutthe Camps, and Clissmarunofficial alliance with Fianna Fail played
is shown looking evasive and advising a part in ensuring a peaceful transition
Ryan that that was a subject best avoidedfrom Treatyite to anti-Treatyite govern-
A question was asked about the authenticiment in 1932. In 1933 the defeated anti-
ity of this scene. McGarry replied, as far Treatyites remade themselves into a
as | recall, that, while there was no docu- Fascist Party, Fine Gael, and organised a
mentary evidence that Ryan knew aboutmass Fascist movement, the Blueshirts.
the Camps, it was a reasonable presumpThe rationale of Fine Gael Fascism was
tion that he could have known. that the IRA was Communist, that Fianna
Fail was dependent on IRA support, and
that the IRA was biding its time, letting
the situation ripen for a take-over. When
the moment was right De Valera would be

Britain declared war on Germany in
September 1939 without having a serious
will to fight it, and effectively lost it in
June 1940. After that point the defeat of
Germany depended entirely on others.

Within Britain, the defeat of 1940
effectively broughta Socialist Government
to power. The Tory Party was demoralised.
Labour took Office under Churchill and
governed at home while he conducted a | think that is an unreasonable pre-
heroic foreign policy which lost him most  sumption. Irish revisionists who condemn
of the Empire which it was his greatest Irish neutrality seem to take it to be self-
wish to preserve. On the basis of its evident that, not only did the German . .
wartime record, Labour won a crushing public know, butthatthe Irish Government d|sc_ar<_jed, as Kerensky was d|§cardgd by

. ) . . Lenin in 1917, and a Communist regime
victory in 1945 and established the welfare knew and chose to keep quiet. | have been . .
state. It might also have peacefully wiped on the look-out for evidence one way or V.VOUId be established. Some very |nt.eI—

. , ligent and respectable people, including
out the remnants of the ruling class. In another for almost fifty years, and all I can eminent academics. held that view
1948 it found it was in danger of doing so say with reasonable certainty is that the ' '
and pulled back. But the stinking rich of British Government knew about the Holding such a view, they would have
today are a very pale reflection of what the systematic extermination of Jews but chosebeen justified in refusing to vacate Office
ruling classwas. The resemblance betweemot to make it a war issue. The extermin-in 1932. | assume that they did so because
the ruling class remnant one sees onationwasconducted in Poland the Ukraine.otherwise they would have found them-
television and the SS as portrayed in theBut the Polish Resistance, which got to selves engaged in an authentic civil war—
endlessly-repeated Anglo-American war know of the exterminations, went to a lot as distinct from the bogus affair brought
films may therefore not be apparent. Butof trouble to carry the information to about by Britain in 1922-23—with all the
it takes little historical investigation to Whitehall. But Whitehall already knew vital forces of the country aroused against
discover that what the SS did for about tenbecause it broken the most secret Germarthem.
years was what the English Public-School-codes and was very much betterinformed So they conceded power and then
bred ruling class did for centuries. Evenin than the German public. It did not act on organised a Fascist movement to prevent
the matter of extermination, the SS its knowledge, or reveal it and make it a the IRA/Communist ousting of De Valera.
emulated the English ruling class. Many war issue, lest it affront domestic anti- It was an odd situation.
weak peoples were literally exterminated Semitism. The IRA was then active for a period in



the curbing of the Blueshirt development. bringing it to the Spanish border. panelists were personally known to me.
Some of its members, represented in the So it seems that | am still far from being
film by Sean Russell, soon felt that they At that point the Irish Government, unknown in Belfast.
had done enough for Fianna Fail while which had been making representationsto | don't think the existence of actual
getting nothing in return and wanted to go Franco on behalf of Ryan, authorised its Fascism in Ireland then was any more
into outright opposition to the 26 County Ambassador in Spain, Leopold Kerney to unnoticeable than was my existence with
State. Others wanted the IRA to developmake an approach to the Germans to useny hand up in the front row of the Queen's
a kind of socialist programme. Ryan theirinfluence with Francotorelease Ryan.Film Theatre. And it had a direct bearing
belonged to this tendency. A parting of Franco would not release him, but he on the course of events being described.
the ways came about. Ryan and his col-agreed that the Germans might rescueBut for its influence, Ryan might have
leagues formed the Republican Congresshim. So the Germans came and whiskedbeen released from Spanish captivity and
while Russell held to an anti-Treaty policy him out of his cell and carted him off, come home.
focussed on Partition. watched by a Machiavellian Kerney, Isuppose the filmwas made with public
With Fianna Fail operating @ facto  impressively played by Niall Cusack. money, and that depicting the Fascist
Republican social policy in Government | don't know if Bell intended to suggest origins of Fine Gael was therefore out of
there was no ground for a Congressthatitwas Russell's bombing campaigninthe question. Fine Gael dominated Irish
development. England that caused Veesenmayer to thinkacademia in that period, and for a gener-
that Irish Republicanism was not one of ation after 1945. When it reverted to the
In 1936 an elected Republican Govern-the worthless items in his card index files, orthodox Parliamentary system main-
mentin Spain was challenged by a military and that this led to the 'rescue’ of Ryan. tained by Fianna Fail it falsified the
insurrection led by General Franco. The A couple of weeks after his 'rescue’ historical record with regard to its origins
situation was complex but was soon Ryan went on a submarine trip to Ireland (as 'Official Republicanism' has done with
simplified down to a battle between with Russell. Russell died on the sub- regard to its lunatic terrorism of the 1970s
Communism and Fascism. General marine of a burstappendix and Ryan, whosince its entry into the corridors of power),
O'Duffy, Fascist President of Fine Gael at apparently knew nothing of the mission, and would not react kindly to being
its foundation and leader of the Blueshirt returned to Germany. And that is the endreminded of them. But it no longer
movement, took a Brigade to Spain to of the story. dominates academia. Dominance has
fight the Communists. Ryan too went to passedto ageneration of historians shaped
Spain with a contingent of Left Repub-  The film ends abruptly with a caption by Oxford and Cambridge and made
licans and fought as part of the Internationaltelling us that Ryan died in Berlin in 1944 influential by British patronage. It seems,
Brigades organised by the Communistand that Fascism was defeated in 1945. however, that 'revisionism' has been
International. But of course Fascism was not defeatedadvised that Fine Gael's post-Fascist story
The Fascists won in Spain. Ryan wasin 1945. The Fascism against which Ryanabout itself in the 1930s is not to be
taken prisoner. He was subjected tohad fought established a very successfurevised. And so we get Sean Russell, the
particularly harsh treatment by Franco atregime in Spain and, in the course of thepurely Republican military leader who
the urging of the Irish Fascists. next thirty years, created modern Spainwould have notruck with social ideologies,
and organised an orderly transition to being used as a scapegoat for the actual
Britain declared war on Germany about democracy under a constitutional mon- Fascism of the time.
six months after the end of the Spanisharch. And, by its armed neutrality in the  In one strange scene set in the mid-
CivilWar. Itdid so purportedly indefence British/German segment of the World thirties he is shown giving an ultimatum
of Poland, towhichithad given aguaranteeWar, it saved Britain from the need to to Ryan, which led to a decisive parting of
of military support. Itdid not fire ashotat make a settlement. If it had joined Ger- the ways between them, while flicking
the Germans or drop a bomb on themmany in the War, Britain would probably food into a goldfish pond. It somehow put
during the German/Polish War, but it set have been disabled by loss of Gibraltar. one in mind of Dr. No—even though they
about working up its declared war on were goldfish, not piranha.
Germany into a World War. And Sean In making this film Bell made his way
Russell, who had declared war on Britain through ideologically difficult terrain :
before Britain declared war on Germany, without resorting to caricature. But there SNOWNn preventing a Northern group of
and carried out a number of operations inis one very great flaw in it. The actual Ongress Republicans from taking partin
England, went to Germany in search of Irish Fascist movement is missing from th€ Bodenstown event because they were
arms after the British declaration of war. the film, and | think an innocent viewer Protestants. My understanding was that
In the film, Ryan is shown in a Spanish would have taken Russell to representtn€ fracas happenedbecause the Congress
prison reading a newspaper account oflrish Fascism. had not abided by an agreement that the

Russell's bombing campaign in England, rival groups should not display banners.
and being disgusted with it to the extent of | would have asked about this in the But | am probably wrong. After writing a

saying that he was tempted to become arpost-showing_discus_sion. _It i_s almost pamphlet _about the _Congress a I_ong t_ime

informer against the IRA. twenty years since | did anything in Belfast ago, | lost m_terest init—and I|keW|s_e with

and | thought | would be unknown and Mellow's Jail Notesafter | had published

Britain did not prosecute its declared might therefore be able to ask a questionthem, | think for the first time. It seemed
war on Germany. Nine months after being Being short-sighted | sat in the front row. to me thatthere was little social Republican
subjected to the declaration of war, The panel were about ten feet in front of space remaining to be worked on after
Germany responded to it. Unexpectedlyme. | don'tthinkit's possible not to notice Fianna Fail got going, and there was
it broke through the British and French somebody ten feet in front of you raising certainly no social revolution to be made
Armies in May--June 1940 and swept his hand four times, but somehow they against Fianna Fail, which in those times
along Northern and Western France, managed it—though none of the threewas the national party by virtue of carrying
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In another scene the Russellites are
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the bulk of the middle to lower section of in the Rising, the War of Independence might have generated fundamental social
society with it in an effort that was and the Civil War. He stood for the antagonisms that made society dys-
generally felt to be worthwhile. Republic pure and simple. That is to say,functional, but in 1932-3 Fianna Fail
I grew up in a constituency where there he stood for the independent statehood ofjuickly established the functional com-
were safe Fianna Fail and Labour seatsthe nation without going into the matter of promise that deprived Treatyite Fascism
and the third seat was in contention how it should be governed. That now of a realisable object.
between Fianna Fail and Labour. Fiannaseems to be treated as a disreputable It seemed to me that in Spain the
Fail was responsive to pressure from theposition with regard to Ireland, though the outcome was determined by the political
Left, but the prospects of its being over- assertion of an unconditional write to effectiveness of the internal forces rather
thrown by a Left movement against it independenceis otherwise the norm. And,than by the outside interventions. And
were nil. But pure and simple Republican- if he took the island to be the nation, that Ryan found himself stranded in a Spanish
ism was far from being despised. Brian was nothing unusual. When, thirty years prison at the end of it because of the
O'Higgins' publications—which have no after Russell's declaration of war, | influence used against him by the Irish
equivalent today—kept people in mind of questioned the equation betweenthe islandrascists, who are conjured away in the
what it was all about, and they made surethe nation, |1 was treated as a kind of film. He was released into German hands
to remind themselves of it at the approp- traitor. by means for which he was in no way
riate season. Russell went to Germany as an un-responsible, at a moment when England's
conditional Republican after Britain had reckless launching of another world war
The last major Republican event that declared war on Germany, and expectechad put Nazi Germany in control of France.
happened while | was still living in Slieve assistance from the Germans if they wereWithin weeks he was put on a boat for
Luacra was the very pure and simple serious about the war. His position wasIreland with Russell—against whom any
invasion of the North in 1956 (which had clear. charge of being a Fascist collaborator
beenfuelled by the enthusiasrm generated He met Ryan, who found himself in would be absurd—and he returned to
by Fine Gael's return to Republicanism in Germany as an accidental consequence oGermany when Russell dieth route
1948). The general response was one ohaving departed from pure and simple
approval because what was going on inRepublicanism by taking part in the class Feargal McGarry describes him as a
the Northwas a disgrace. | don'trecallanywar. Republicanism based on class warFascist collaborator, apparently because
expectation thatitwould lead tothe endinghad little scope for development in he did nottake the dingy to the Kerry coast
of Partition. But, because of the condition Southern Ireland after Fianna Fail had when Russell died.
of the North, it was a good thing to have established an effective class compromise There were actual Fascists in Ireland in
done. —and the prospect of shifting the Protest-those days, but the focus is on an alleged
Political science does not understandantindustrial class in the North away from collaborator.
such attitudes. And the Dublin Establish- Unionism by class slogans was always Treatyite Fascismwitheredinthe course
ment of the past generation deplores themillusory. of the War through supporting Neutrality.
Therise of Treatyite Fascismin Ireland, The outstanding figure who did not support
and its active support for the insurrection neutrality was John Dillon. He wanted
-W ! : against the Spanish Republic that waslreland to make itself available to Britain.
(who in his radio archive on June 17th qeen a5 heing strongly Socialist in ten-And we have Elizabeth Bowen's word for
regurgitated the nonsense thathe  joncy seems to have been what led Ryaii that Dillon as a Fascist.
Emergency'was the Irish name for the 4 ghain. There was akind if displacement
2nd World War), when he was Chairman 4 gnain of a conflict which had no scope ~ And then there was Northern Ireland.
of Questions & Answersegularly o qevelopment in Ireland after Fianna What was Northern Ireland? | have
interjected with a reminder of Russell's g4j| had enacted a functional social described it as an undemocratically-
collaboration with the Nazis. compromise. governed region of the British state, but

) o the prevailing opinion is that it was itself
Russell went to Germany for guns  Simple class antagonism is not & pos-g siate. Ifitis taken to be astate, | can see

without being a Nazi, as he had gone tosible mode of social existence. A class, sypstantial grounds for disagreeing
Russia without being a Bolshevik. He compromise of one kind or another must ity the view of thoughtful Northern
stood on his own ground as an lIrish be made. The Great War, launched by, aiionalists at the time that it was Fascist.
Republican. He did not concern himself Britainin 1914, broke the evolving culture 5pq McGarry, as one would expect from
with what the world was doing to itself. of Europe and set the social elements ing ontributor to the Oxforéle-Writing Of
His concern was with what Britain was free antagonism with one another. In sh History, does seem to regard it as a
doingin Northern Ireland. And, if he took Russia a working class ascendancy wagie.
it that what was going on in the North was established in the form of a Socialist dic- In the discussion following the showing
simply the result of Partition as such, tatorship. In Italy a capitalist ascendancy ¢ ihe film, McGarry played around with
rather than the result of the perverse modewas established by the Fascist movement,o \wordcollaborator. He said it did not
of government imposed by Britain along acting in place of the liberal bourgeoisie, always have the meaning, or the overtones,
with Partition and as the means of enactingwhich was incapable of acting effectively it it has now. Maybe so. But, when he
and sustaining it, he was only taking it as onits own behalfwithinthe political forms - 4racterised Ryan as a collaborator, he
itwas generally taken. And, however one of Parliamentary democracy. ltwaswidely 4iq notindicate that he was using the word
takes it, the fact stands that Northernrecognised in Western liberal circles that
Ireland was a disgrace and that the causé&ascism was a form of class compromise
of it was Britain. that warded off Communism If one looks for collaborators with
Russell, a Volunteer since the found- The Free State Government of 1922-32Nazism, in the sense of people who
ation of the Volunteers in 1913, took part acted in a blunt authoritarian manner thatsupported it actively and helped to establish

The media mouthpiece of the post-
1970 Dublin Establishment, John Bowman

in some archaic sense.



it as a major Power, then one should gi

pride of place to Britain. the guarantor - Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

the Versailles restrictions on Germany,
which helped Hitler to break those restrigt-

ions. It allowed the militarisation of the The following letter appeared in the  Irish Times, 28th June

Rhineland, made a Naval Agreement

giving Hitler the rightto constructaNavy, That Handshake!

allowed Conscription for a standing Arm)

etc., culminating in the gift to Hitler of the Two newspapers with long imperialist traditions, The Irish Times (June 26th) and the
Sudetenland. None of this wagppease- | Times of June 27th, carried cartoons of a be-gloved Queen Elizabeth shaking hands wit

ment", which carries the meaning of a bloody-handed Martin McGuinness.

conciliating a Great Power. Hitlerwasnot ~ What bloody nonsense is this? When McGuinness was a young child the qlieen’s
the leader of a powerful state in 1933. Heagents were up to their necks in blood: in Kenya alone during the first eight years pf her

became so only in 1938, after five years pfreign they hanged over 1,100 Africans after farcical trials.

active English support. All the perfumes of Arabia could not sweeten such episodes. Perhaps Lady Magbeth's
failure to wash the bloodstains from her hands accounts for the tradition of later gueens

English policy in 1938-9 makes a kind always wearing gloves in public.
of sense if one assumes that Nazi Germany Donal Kennedy

was being prepared for action against ] ) ]
Russia in a scheme which miscarried. Itismorality comes fromwhichsaysthatmost  The strength of the Provos is that they

hard to find any other sense to it. of the world was wrong, and that Ireland— are the specific product of the Northern
McGarry mentioned the German/ kept unarmed by Britain, and with a section Ireland system wantonly set up by Britain
- . of its nationality being tormented withina in 1921 asameans of enacting and continu-
Russian Pact of August 1939 as somethin ; o ) . o . ; . .
which perhanps helg od to explain Rvanys€gion of the British state in a system thating Partition. Their effectiveness is provin-
collaboprationp P P YaN'Sihose who suffered under it described ascial. Danny Morrison once said that, if

e . . Fascist—should have handed itself backthey were given a fair deal, they would
Britain has always acted internationally " woi0 for Use in the war that Britain OUt-revise the revisionists, and that is

in pursuit of its interests as a state, bungled, and had never made ar]};:ertainly the tendency of the moment in
regardless of the prevailing ideology of g gy prepa'lration to fight the South. Some old-fashioned pure and
the moment, but its apologists profess ¢ gctions are not judged in the circum- simple Republicanism would be welcome

astonishment at the agreement made byances in which they are undertaken,"®"" .
Germany and Russia in 1939. It was hisiorical understanding is discarded and

unprincipled of them of them not to be so i replaced by mvtholoaies spun by the
locked into their ideologies as to be victo?s—as isydorile by I\g/]char[r)y. Y ™€ between Ryan and Rosamund Jacob are

incapable of defensive manoeuvre when . awkwardly poised between token romance

they were being manoeuvred into war . _ . . and pornography, being neither one nor
against each other. Eoin O Broin of Sinn Fein was on the the other. The purpose seems to have been

Fascism was the saviour of Central Platform for the post-showing discussion to make some point about Catholic inhibit-
Europe from Communism and Fascist to give a Con_temporary RepUb!lcan _Com' ionsin sex matters, but what the point was
Germany had been built up into a Great™énton thefilmand the eventsitdepicted.| cannot say. It all just seemed out of
Power so that it might realise its full He disagreed with the practice of taking piace. And Ryan in Germany is shown as

. . : - your enemy's enemy for a friend. He j; li lif hich | und d
destiny by destroying communism at its your ¢ ; . Iving a solitary life, which | understan
questioned whether the United Irish had \, 5< far from being the case. He lived a

rE)een wise to invite French assistance.. . .: . . .
i i i . sociable life while waiting to see what the
ideological robot, it responds to overtures o4 a French despotism really have g

from the ideological enemy for a Non- paen any petter than the British? It Wasﬁugccrtme woutlﬁ ber.] 'i‘r? d wtr;]y shorolﬁlntt
Aggression Pact, throwing the British grange hearing this echo of Conor Cruise, < - v as Nothewhothrewtheworidinto
position into disarray, and bringing about o'grien from a Sinn Fein speaker. flux. _
the fiasco of September 1939-May 1940.  \what would French despotism have . A féw months ago John Gray, akind of
consisted of? A bourgeaoisification of the G_uardlanggl(lzo ;o%hg/r\’/ﬁ'? %_?alr_lfng thh'gk'
When Ryan was whisked out of his country by the action of the peasantry andb.coe o adiofvhat lfirafitax na
. ; . : : . : ._“replaced Chamberlainin May 1940 instead
Spanish prison, Britain had withdrawn its a section of the urban middle class, acting ' cnurehill? It came close to haopenin
Army from its War, and independent against the aristocracy under French ' ppening.
- ; ; The awful result would probably have
reports say that there was reliefin Englandprotection, | assume. _And if, when that paan a settlement with Germany. Unthink-
that the danger of another war of masseseform was accomplished, there wasgple, But wait a minute! Wasn't it the
of infantry had receded. friction between the Irish Republicans continuation of the War by spreading the
Ryan must have acquired a pro-Russianand the French, and France had insisted oRvar after the defeat in France that led to
orientation in Spain, where Russia washaving its way, that oppression would the extermination of the Jews etc! Having
the only Power that stood by the Republic. have been utterly different from the raised that daring thought, Gray rushed on
He emerged into a world in which the oppression actually suffered at the handsto say that all of those things would have
ideological forces that had beenin conflict of Britain during the 19th century. And happened anyway because Hitler said he
in Spain had undertaken not to make warlreland would have been normalised as awould do them and he was a man of his
on each other. Both were making peaceEuropean country. France was defeatedvord. _
propaganda. Only England was at war—by Britain in a 22-year war, but the Itis a comforting thought, though not a
trying to spread the war so others would foundations of modern Europe were laid realistic one, that it would all have
fight it. Ireland, like most of the world by France (Revolutionary and Napoleonic) happened anyway
was neutral. And | don't know where the during those years. Brendan Clifford
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A final word on the film. The scenes
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Items From The Irish Bulletin (Part 12)

Volume 2. No. 30. Please File. Irish Bulletin. 11th June 1920.
THE PASSING OF ENGLISH RULE.
NINE-TENTHS OF IRISH ELECTORATE DECLARE FOR FREEDOM.

The following are the first detailed returns of the County Council Elections in Ireland. With the exception of Countyh&ntrim
returns are complete, and although in the final declarations which are not yet available, it may be found that Republican Labour
secured a few seats now attributed to other parties, the results are approximately accurate.

In examining these lists those points should be remembered:-

(1) Inthethree provinces of Munster, Leinster and Connaught Sinn Fein and Republican-Labour agreed not to opjtbse one an
as the national policy of each party is complete independence but to divide the seats in respective areas according to the wishes
electorate. For that reason the seats won by Sinn Fein and Republican Labour in these three provinces representitteafull Repu
gains.

(2) Inthe province of Ulster the Nationalist party agreed with Sinn Fein not to contest the same seats in order that a straight
should be taken in that province on the question of Irish Self-Determination versus the Union with England. For thaéreason
Republican vote in the North is merged in the Nationalist vote and the whole represents the demand of the electorater of Ulste
complete self-determination for Ireland. The total number of County Council seat for all Ireland is given as 699.

* Of these Sinn Fein as a distinct party secured ~ ........ 525 seats or 75.1 per cent.
* Sinn Fein and Republican Labour secured ........ 566 " or 80.9 per cent.
* Sinn Fein, Republican-Labour and Ulster Nationalism secured590 "  or 84.4 per cent.
* The Unionist Party which alone in Ireland stands for the present
connection with the British Empire securedonly ........ 86 " or12.3 percent.

"Poor Law and County Council elections throughout Ireland have resulted in a series of overwhelming victories for Sinn Fei
Independent and Moderate candidates have been submerged everywhere, and Labour has not repeated its victories at itipaecent mu
elections. In many places the new councils and poor law bodies are Sinn Fein from top to bottom. The Republican Pattikirags had
successes in Ulster, even within the limits of the six county councils of Fermanagh and Tyrone now have Nationalist"majorities.

London "Times" 9th June 1920.

"Without firing a shot the Republican forces have got control of all the effective machinery of government in the entire area of tt
proposed Southern Parliament and in a great part of the area of the proposed Northern Parliament.”

London "Daily News" 9th June 1920.

other wars in which the British were
engaged in the years 1921-2—e.g. in
"Immediate and Terrible War" Afghanistan, India, Egypt, Russia etc.—

were published. Official war histories

— Some British Army plans  navea very clear and obvious purpose: to

Hearts and Mines: The British 5th "Accuracy is, of course, a matter of justify in an as apparently objective and
Division, Ireland, 1920-192ZCollins debate, but | would suggest that the matter-of-fact way the political and
Press, Cork, 2009) is a reprint by William British material that has been preserved,mnitary decisions and actions taken by

: giving the army’s perspective on events, gritain in any particular war, and thus
Sheehﬁn ofl;la.sleé:tl'qnho;‘l_what W?-S t?-hﬁve is as reliable a record as the competing . in\,e theyugbroken progr,essive nar-
een the official British history of its Iris narratives produced by the Irish veterans

war, the Record Of The Rebellion In  of the campaign.” rative of the doings of Britain in the world.
Ireland. The 5th Division hi .
Compilation of theRecordwas co- But this official history of the Irish War e st vision history starts in

ai][anuary 1919 and makes not a single
mention of the November 1918 Election,
in which the country overwhelmingly
endorsed the Sinn Féin programme to
establish an independent Republic based
onthe principles of the 1916 Proclamation
and the principle of the Rights of Small

ordinated by the War Office in 1922 and, was suppressed. It must be assumed th
under judicious political management, by late 1922—when the project was
written by senior officers who had served shelved—it was no longer regarded as
inIreland Record Of The Rebelli@xists  politic to publish it, especially as things
onlyindraft form, long inaccessible to the had started turning out surprisingly well
public. Sheehantellsus (p.xvilfhereis  in Ireland from the British perspective
correspondence in the files... in the with its new found allies, the Treaty Nations for which Britain had iust
National Archives that containinstructions Government, ruthlessly suppressing the leaedlv fouaht a World War. | J "
to remove the criticism of politicians and forces of the Republic and enforcing the allegedly fought a wor ar. ltwas a
the British Government contained in the terms ofthe Treaty. Itwas perhaps thoughts'mply. amatter of a lawless and sedmogs
history". Sheehan makes few other com- wiser to change tack on the story of the cons,f)lracy Fhat needed to b? pu.t down:
ments on the text except to make a breath*murder gang". ha;-rggrf\?imr: dotfhtehgilr?r??%?r?g;tr;elrggs
taking statement comparing it favourably  Official histories of a similar nature 1 oco' cleus was the secret society of
with the Irish records of the war contained were (and continue to be) regularly  the Irish Republican Brotherhood, that a
in theWitness Statemerdbthe Bureau of  produced of British military campaigns  fight in the open with the forces of the
Military History: across the globe. Official versions of many  Crown in Ireland was useless, and they



definitely decided to resort to passive
resistance in matters of local government,
and to guerrilla warfare, to attain their
end. As theirinstrumentin the last named
form of activity they had the Irish volun-
teers, or as they were called later, the
Irish Republican Army" (History of the
5th Division,'Introductory’, p.1).

new form of activity started in that more On Jeudwine's suggestion, local British
turbulent area would be taken up, though Army veterans were also mobilised, with

on aless extensive and intensive scale, i . . .

the 5th Division area. Either by example,n[Wenty per u,r,m being enlisted fdlgmp-

or by the exhortations of inspecting Ora"y duties”at base, thus freeing up
"officers” and extremists on tour, the younger soldiersfor more active work"
“quiet” districts of the centre and west (p.80). During 1920 the Army considered

had to be wakened up to take their dueenrolling "loyalists and law-abiding

share n the fight for freedomH(story,  citizens in southern Ireland as special
pp-1-4). constables or as members of 'protection

» ) ) ) committees'but, as they did not believe
ers of murderWith whom the poortroops  On the gathering of information and they could provide total protection for

had to deal (nothing comparable appeardntelligence against Sinn Fein extremists, tham the idea was dropped. In June 1921
in IRAWitness Statemeitit nevertheless  theHistorybemoans the lack of assistance g gperal Headquarters suggested the
paints a picture of an entire society in from the populatiorf"all civilians had to
rebellion and, while occasionally des- beregarded as potential enemieg3.68),
cribing public opinion aterrorised"by  leading to reliance on the police for for
the Sinn Fein"gangs”, concedes the assistance in compilingBlack Lists' on
overwhelming nature of Sinn Fein popular which the names of known leaders and
supportand collusionin tfieebellion". It 'bad men' were enteredadding"hence
also interestingly describes the labourtheir {the IRA'S} attacks on the RIC"
activism of the ITGWU as an integral (pp.20-21). TheHistory displays a
"Bolshevik'and equal element ofthe entire grudging respect for IRA discipline, not

"rebellion"”. least in rigorously enforcing a ban on 4iaq from the end of 1920, with wholesale
_ o _ alcohol consumptiori'This compulsory  ¢ross-country"drives”, armoured re-
While the 6th Division coordinated all temperance amongst the rebels certainlyjntorcements. mass internment and a
British military units operatingin Munster prevented the Crown forces from getting policy of " ,
and the south, the 5th Division controlled a good deal of useful informatio(p.40).
those across much of Leinster, the Mid-  5th Division commander, Major-
lands and Connaught. This was a veryGeneral Jeudwine, ificlassifying" the
wide area. "people of Ireland;' categorised active
IRA members asExtremist{sic.} , or

The history is liberally laced with racist
contempt for thémurderers and organis-

formation of armeti_ocal Defence Corps"
comprising“ex-soldiers and other loyal
and law-abiding citizens as a means of
self-defence" but General Jeudwine
rejected this as impracticaintil the whole
of the neighbouring IRA companies had
been disarmed or remove(p.79). This
idea was later to make a re-appearance.
The intensity of the War greatly escal-

official" and"unofficial" (i.e.
deniable) reprisals in the form of house
burnings and mass arrests, as well as
targeted assassinations. The 5th Division
was reinforced with a further five battalions

' . and began to employ undercover troops,
Ireland was massively reinforced fol- Unmen... actuated by so-called patriotic ejr own flying columns, and what were
lowing the Sinn Fein election victory in motives, or impregnated with Bolshevik cqjjeq-circus patrols"(nowadays known
November 1918 and given the task Ofdoctrlnes, or merely murderers fo_r the a5 search and destroyteams). Aerial
suppressing the independent Dailin Dublin sake of what they_ca_n m_ake_ogt ofhi;z bombing was also prepared for: at the end
and dispersing its support base. TheVas equally dismissive |n_h|s jaundiced ¢ May 1921 "permission was given for
Republicans organised in the Irish Volun- V'€WS of southern Loyalists, who he aeroplanes to carry machine-guns and
teers began acting to counter this, firstly categorised as mostlyoyalists in name, o mps(p, 83). As theHistory puts it:

The British military occupation of

; . - who, perhaps excusably, take no part in
by passive means, and then, as BrItIShaid of law and order for fear of Sinn Fein

military suppression escalated, by going R n o

overto awar of resistance, which develop-reprlsals hWh'Ie the ACt'Ve. Loyalist, a ted
ed from Munster. As the official but I\|/ery_muc _r(r;orebrlarelspeC|e251,Orepresene
unpublishedHistory Of The 5th Division an inconsiderable clasg(p.210).

puts it: . While loyalists generally, much to the
"But as the extremists resorted to chagrin of the British Army leaders,
violence, the natural moral cowardice of refrained from active involvemetiactive
the population, their dislike of *foreign oy 5jists” although artinconsiderable
rule”, and the uncertainty of the future o jaoqn gig provide useful assistance.
political situation were some of the Large-scale cross-countigrives"involv-
contributing reasons for the lack of any .= .
ing infantry, armour and cavalry were

assertion of public opinion against the ¥ Lo
methods of the campaign . instigated by 5th Division as the War

"Given a definite and unchanging
policy—time only was needed to break
the power of Sinn Fein and to restore the
country to such a state of order as would
allow of a political remedy being offered
and accepted"” (p.69)

presumably capitulation and implem-

entation of the Government of Ireland
Act.

Following the Truce, which came into

effect on 11th July 1921 to allow for
negotiations, and under the terms of which
all Intelligence activities were to cease,

"Asection of the population considered escalated in early 1921. After thoroughly History states coyly”Naturally, the

that, as all constitutional means had failed combing a large aregAll male civilians

to redress their political grievances, resort between the ages of 16 and 45 were take
to arms was justifiable {this sentence hasto collecting posts, where they were exam
the ring of retrospective insertion by a ined by local police. Wanted men were
judicious War Office editor'—PO'C}.  retained, whilst the remainder were

th"mlt rrra% tbhe of interfgégo;f:ﬁ h,‘?dr ethat rgleased."The identification ofwanted
roughoutneyears 1921-22 e aViNg e required concealment of the

power” of Sinn Fein activists came, in .o o

practical form, from the southi. the iaentiner

6th Division area). Whatever may have "It was found essential that the police,

originated in theory at Sinn Fein

headquarters in Dublin, it was first put
into practice in the south of Ireland, and
it was certain that, sooner or later, any

or other 'identifiers’, should not be seen,
otherwise, if recognised as identifiers,
they became marked men and liable later
to assassination" (pp. 90-3).

collection of military intelligence was
Rurtailed {sic.} after 11 July; but reports
‘were received of large quantities of rifles
and ammunition being landed at the coast
..."(p.110). A review of IRA troops in the
West by De Valera in December 1921
was—

"noticeable for the temporary arrest,
until the end of the parade, of certain
intelligence and other officers of units of
the {British Army's} Galway Brigade
who attended as interested spectators.
Their cameras and pistols were taken

23



24

from them by the IRA, but were returned  The terms of the Truce allowed for a Block houses were to be established
to them a few days later through the notice period of 72 hours following any ten miles apart. Their positions were
liaison officials" (p.111). breakdown of the London Conference marked red on the map. Lloyd George

) B - i was apparently not making an empty
Following the Truce, the British Army before hostilities would re-commence. threat when he announced that the

re-organised and preparedfortpessible  During this period the Army planned for alternative to peace was immediate
reopening of activities and the proclam- alltroopsto be concentrated attheirbases.  and terrible war' (pp.191-2).

ation of Martial Law"in the event of the Orders prepared for 5th Division stipulated "We are indebted to this Protestant for
breakdown of the London negotiations. It that after this, army action should com-  pearing witness with such integrity”
was particularly concerned at thac-  mence immediately, engaging any (Manus O'Riordan,A West Cork
reased morale and fighting efficiency of "organised parties'taiding arms dumps, Protestant TestimonyPR, April 2012,
the IRA"(p.114): rounding up al'known members of the ~ pp.22 ff.)

"However many ‘rabbits'and unwilling  |RA (not necessarily officersgeizing all

fighters there may have been among thepicycles and cars without permits and o L .
ranks of the IRA in the autumn of 1921 y P History Of The 5th Divisionwhich, as

(and it was reported that the IRA 'MPOSING general curfew_ipendllng the  shown above, reveals the plans for this
numbered over 200,000 at this period), ©©™M"9 Into fo_rce of r_narual IawRa|d_s system to be applied throughout nationalist
the arrival of Thompson sub-machine Weretobe carried outinforce by groupingslireland. As seen earlier, the creation of
guns and the many opportunities given Of at least 50 soldiers. militias from the active loyalist population
for the training of officers and others,and ~ Martial Law, which had previously been had already been consideredin 1920. But,
for re-organisation generally, were implemented only in Munster, would be N its preparations for a breakdown of the
warnings that could not be disregarded jmposed throughout the 5th Division area 1 1UC€, 5th Division likewise prepared for
by Crown forces in the event of activities 1 This wouldinvolve the issue ofidentity an evacuation and arming of the on_allst
being resumed... It is highly probable . . . population, though thidistoryrelates this
that an intensified form of guerrilla papers to all mh_ablt_ant_s, the closing of with some obvious dishonesty:
warfare would have been adopted offic- certain ports, the institution tdrumhead Had hostilities reopened, it was pro-
ially afterthe Crown forces had started to courts martial*the arrest of all members posed to concentrate loyalists at certain
make arrests and searches, and that onef Cumann na mBan and Fianna, and thecentres at which troops were already
of the most likely forms of annoyance evacuation, including by sea, of all Repub- stationed, and to arm them when there.
would have been a general destruction ofjican internees to England. The RIC and This would have been a difficult problem,
roads and communications” (pp.111-2). A ,yiliaries would come under directarmy as no warning of this intention could be
The re-organisation of the 5th Division command and additional volunteer forcesgiven out. It would have involved the
after the Truce was to prepare it for awould be recruited in England. To prepare dispatch of troops all over the country to
. ; ; bring in civilians and their families, and
resumption of war on amuch more thorough for its role in the resumed war, the RIC ould have seriously interfered with the
-going basis. Fr(_)m yvhat thﬂistorytells_ was withdrawn f_rom the smaller barracks \(,:varl:ying (;/ut of qluiLék)::\rI]d energet\ilt\:”action
us, we getsome inkling of the prep;lar_at|onsthey still occupied and concentrated in o oinctihe rebels. Luckily for the loyalists
for the"immediate and terrible warkith ~ groups .Of 30-70 men in Igrger barracks, he problem had never to be faced in
which Lloyd George threatened the Irish and their arms, food supplies and ammun-practice History, p.116).
negotiators. And the thorough preparationsition doubled (pp.114-7). TheHistory, which reveals these plans
for it which the Historyeveal show that it The memoir of A.J.S. Bradyhe Briar was intended for publication, but was

was no empty threat. Of Life,which records the experiences of ngg:ﬁfse% ?yglgigvﬁgaglﬁzbllﬁigg?é

Besides cavalry and artillery brigades his family in Macroom, Co. Cork, during  , pjication problematical. Considering
and specialist forces based at the Curraghthe War of Independence, and providesihat the draft was being prepared for
and restructured Intelligence units through- such extraordinary testimony in relation publications, it must be assumed that only
out its area, the 5th Division's infantry to Kilmichael, Dunmanway and other those aspects of the plans for a ruthless
brigades were consolidated with head-events, was quoted extensively by Manusterrorist war against Republican Ireland
quarters at Athlone (13th Brigade) and the O'Riordan in a previous issue of thish ~ considered fit for publication were
Curragh (14th Brigade) and new Brigades political Review The article concluded included.
established at Galway, Sligo, Castlebaryith the following quote and comments
and Tullamore (full breakdown Appendix  py Manus:

XXII). An influx of reinforcements in

This evidence is confirmed by the

In the event the Treaty was signed, and
the Collins-Griffith Government establish-

- "A ‘truce-time’ British intelligence  ed under the very Government of Ireland
June, just before the Truce, made the  gperation that Brady personally wit- At they had rejected contemptuously the

strengthening of these units possible. Local - nessed, however, found him more than previous year, set to with a will to enforce
units were consolidated at intervals  forthcoming in relating in all its horrific g compliance, raising an army of paid
throughoutthe regioninfortified buildings  detail—a blueprint to turn the country - i

X - . ) ! : Y men stiffened by many British Army
with a minimum strength of 80 soldiersto  into one massive concentration camp:  \ateran cadres. With the country safely in
ensure each unit could dispatch mobile "ABritish officer, bringingamap, called  hang, the 5th Division was not required to
forces of at least 50 strong, while leaving to the rectory one day. He wanted the implement its thorough plans for the
sufficient forces to defend the base. This ~ namesand addresses ofall parishionersygqnening of activities'and was de-
is the"blockhouse'system that had been who were known to be loyal to the ,,pijised and gradually withdrawn from
implemented during the ruthless crushing ~ Crown, and also wanted particulars of | o4 hetween January and May 1922.

; any other people for whose loyalty my .
Ol;et/ri](?us?oelgulk?)l?f%zlillgisn t\év?,vnet?/e )é%?r:_s father would vouch. He told my father Ngedless to.say, Sheehan, in his |.ntro
p Y. g that plans were in hand for the re- duction to théHistory, makes no mention

mandeered to serve as the fortified bases conquest of Ireland, if negotiations for at all of the horrendous plans for a war of
and all units were kept in readiness with a Treaty should break down. Loyalists terror against Republican Ireland of which

twoweeks'food and ammunition supplies.  were to be moved to specific areas; thethe suppresseistory he reprints allows
Most of this reorganisation had been rest of the country would be treated as ys some glimpses.
implemented by November. hostile and subjected indiscriminately. Philip O'Connor



ofthe Institute. The Council of the Institute
appoints the Committees and it is the

Does Committees which control the investigat-
It ions, the disciplinary hearings, the educ-

Stack ation, and the examinations etc etc. So the
Up Big Four firms must get their people into

? positions of power within the Institute. It
may lead to the ruination of the qualifica-
tion "Chartered Accountant”, but it is

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND doable and so they do it. And then they
AUDITORS AND REPORTING make money by the millions. They don't

About forty years ago in London one feel embarrassed about it. Deloitte
very big public company, | think it was Consultants put in a bid 0f€166,00Q p.lus
General Electric, took over another big AT toprepareareporton the €3.6billion

public company and a few months after accounting error in the Department of

. ) Finance and lateragreed to accept €50,000.
the take-over it was discovered that theg 4 the €166.,000 and the €50,000 were
Balance Sheet of th? taken-over companyexcessive. Minister for Finance Michael
had been grossly incorrect because theNoonan TD knew the mistake arose from
value of trading stock was greatly over- double counting the €3.6 billion and so
stated. The auditors were sued. Thewhy did he want a report from Deloittes?
!nstitute ofChartered Accountants invest-  ncidentally the Secretary-General of
|gated the mISCOHdUCt Of the|r membel‘s the Department OfFinance Whenthe Orlgl-
Though millions of pounds were involved, nal mistake occurred was Kevin Cardiff
no chartered accountantwas named by then a salary excessive for the job. The
newspapers but the papers did say that th®epartment has a long history of getting
partner-in-charge of the audit had retired the sums wrong! Mr. Cardiff then applied
and was now the owner of a four hundredfor a position in The European Court of
acre farm, clearly implying that he had Auditors and was rej ected by a vote of the
been substantially bribed to sign the over—i’)udl’?’jetary . (I:{Ommltteeth()fEthe Eur%pe?.n
stated Balance Sheet. Thaily Telegraph artiament. HOWEVET, the buropean tarii-

di . ith th o ament itself later overturned the decision
stated, inconnectionwiththe case that 4 appointed Mr. Cardiffto the post—no

the ordinary person two and two is four goubt after intensive Irish Government
but to an auditor two and two makes three jobbying. It is a tough life isn't it? For us,

or perhaps five depending on the opinion the taxpayers I mean. Mr. Cardiff gets

of the Board of Directors" €276,000 per year tax free! Out of our

taxes. Where is the recession or austerity

Soitis not today nor yesterday that the for Mr. Cardiff and his likes? This does
big Chartered Accountancy firms have not stack up at all.

been lacking independence. And yet we

alllived in hope. We thought the Chartered

Accountants Institute yvas_being properly May this year could not meet the minimum
regulated. _Th_e _Inves'ugatlon_ Committee capital required by the Central Bank. The
and the Disciplinary Committee of the ghortfall is reported to be between €4
Institute were busy investigating and million and €5million. The shortfall was
disciplining those Chartered Accountants not discovered by Deloittes but by Blox-
who stepped out of line, who did not hams itself when it got the enquiry from
adhere to the International Financial the Central Bank. Perhaps it is significant
Reporting Standards (IFRS) or who mis- that the Bloxhams partner in charge of
appropriated client's funds or who didn't finance and compliance is Tadhg Gunnell
reply to correspondence promptly or who —@ chartered accountant who formerly
had not kept proper working papers. It worked for Deloittes the auditors. It may

; have been a hand-in-glove arrangement?
was all rattling along very comfortably— .
. The Bloxhams income was overstated over
except for those minnows who were

oo anumber of years. The other partners say
caught. The big fish were not caught, or they knew nothing about it but is not that
were not caught very often. an admission of neglect? Partners are sup-

posed to know these things. They posed as

Deloitte also were the auditors for
Bloxhams Stockbrokers who at the end of

Thebig firms made sure they controlled
the Institute Committees. The canvassing
among Chartered Accountants at the
Annual elections is intensive. The voting
is by post and once the voting papers are
sent out, nearly all except the most urgent
work in the big firms' offices throughout
the country is stopped while the partners
and qualified staff canvass for their
candidates to be elected onto the Council

financial experts to their public. Will
Tadhg Gunnell be sacrificed or saved? It
may depend on how much he knows—
about Bloxhams and Deloittes. Where did
the €4million or €5million go to? It sure
did not vanish. Maybe it went on bonuses?
We'reunlikely to get the truth buta version
will come out eventually. Some very un-
pleasant stuff is out already, such as some
investors who are claiming €20million

losses on Investment Bonds. Also the
staff were more or less dumped out. They
were told first that they would get their
May and June salaries and then on Ist
June they were left off with only statutory
redundancy. And in 2009 they were all
asked to take a pay cut of up to 20% while
for the same year it now turns out the
partners got profits of €5Smillion between
them. These guys were mean! Asdirt! The
liquidator is Kieran Wallace of KPMG
Chartered Accountants.

The Bloxhamsdebacleof course is
nothing new in the present recession.
Anglo-Irish Bank was actually bankrupt
at a time when it announced very big
profits. There was a mountain of bad loans
undisclosed within the Anglo Balance
Sheet. The auditors were able to not
comment on the bad loans because the
IFRS rules classed the loans as good as
long as they wergerforming“in accord-
ance with the loan agreement. A loan
agreement, for example, might specify
that interest only should be paid and so as
long as the interest was paid, the loan was
"good". Even where as often happened
the interest was paid out of another loan
made for that purpose. The IFRS rules are
not fit for purpose and are well known to
be not fit for purpose. The rules allow
banks to pay bonuses out of paper profits.
Regulators such as Paul Applebe and
Mathew Elderfield are well aware of the
IFRS faulty rules and are well aware that
auditreports which are in accordance with
IFRS are just so much rubbish and they
know that they are just going through the
motions while they draw their huge
salaries.

Not only have Chartered Accountants
ignored Company Law so as to protect
themselves and their clients but they have
actively lobbied Government for Company
Law to be relaxed further. It is proposed
for example that the present requirement
of "prudence'is to be eliminated in forth-
coming legislation. If the present
Governmentis genuinely wanting to clean
up the area of auditing and Company Law
and company Financial Statements then it
should insist that the law will require
Directors and Auditors to sign Financial
Statements as showing"tue and fair
view" of the company's profit and loss
account and Balance Sheet and close off
loopholes which allow Auditors to waffle
out of the truth. It can be done if the will is
there to do it.

Ifitis notdone, there is a very big black
hole just waiting to be opened up and itis
the Insurance and Assurance business.
Nearly every loan given out by every bank
is covered by some form of credit insur-
ance. Fire insurance, vehicle insurance,
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life insurance are all big business b
credit insurance is the greatest insuran
of all. It has the capacity to do mor
damage if it fails than the banking crisis

Creditinsurance is mostly hidden fro
the public and it is an enormous industr
The IFRS rules are approved, in fag
insisted upon by the European Union a
under IFRS the same faults and mi

representations exist as occurred with tlile

Banks. Under IFRS the Auditors o
insurance companies do not have to ta
into account any losses until the lossg
actually occur. Not when they hear g
them, not when they know of them, onl
when the losses actually occur do suf
losses have to be taken into account.

This fact about IFRS is known td

auditors and to directors of insurancg

companies. Is it a known fact to E
regulators and to Government regulator
Probably, because these regulators hg
that experience. Butis it known to Ministe]
for Finance Michael Noonan? Maybe no
It is high time Minister Noonan got
passionate about getting rid of the IFRS
they are now. The IFRS allowed audito
to misrepresent the position of the ban
with EU approval and as aresult the ban
are blown.

But if the insurance and reinsurandg

companies are insolvent or bankrupt—
can say goodbye to any prosperity for fift
years or more.

Michael Stack ©

WHO WEARS THE PANTS?

Let’s get this straight:
you hide explosives in your underpantd
and wait

at some airport terminal

to catch a plane, and, with

views doctrinal

you take everyone to hell:

Allahu Akbar!

you vell.

Wait a minute:

a few ounces of explosives

is the limit?

| thought you meant some pilot in his
khaki underpants

sitting in a AF-15E Strike Eagle

ready to decant

a precision GBU-28 smart guide bomb
that goes stupid (wink wink) and finds
that civilian infra structure,

and,

with relief and aplomb

you shout:

thank God!

over

a no-fly zone,

in joy,

for the evil

that was stability

has been

cut to the bone.

Wilson John Haire
20th May, 2012

COMMUNISM continued

naturally in favour of those who, by
- reasonable interpretation of the mean
of poverty, were fighting for the efficieng
of their Order. But this drove the extrer
| party into still further extremes.
They rejected at once all papal right
dnterfere with the constitutions of the fria
and declared that only Francis could ur
what Francis himself had bound up. N
was this all, for in the pursuance of th
zeal for poverty, they passed quickly frg
denunciations of the Pope and the wea
clergy (in which their rhetoric found ver

,)reasoning orthe whole question of th
' Private possession of property
The treatises which they have left
crabbed Latin and involved methods
argument make wearisome and irritat
sreading. After pages of profound di
b quisitions, the conclusions reached sq

effective matter for argument) into abstract

"T HE MAD PRrIEST OF KENT"
Another preacher of Communism, ani

aone whose name is well known for th
NGctive propaganda of his opinions, and f§r
Y his share in the English Peasant Revoltpf
1€1381, was John Ball, known to history

"The Mad Priest of Kent". There is som
todifficulty in finding out what his real
S,theories were, for his chroniclers were hjg
d@nemies, who took no very elaborate stg
Ofto ascertain the exact truth about him. @f
Fllcourse there is the famous couplet whig
Mis said to have been the text of all hf
th¥ermons:

y
"Whaune Adam dalf and Eve span,
Who was thane a gentilman?"

in —atleast, soitisreported of himin th
ofChronicon Angliae the work of an
ng/nknown monk of St. Albans (Roll Series
5-1874, London, p321). Jean Froissart (133B-
erh400), that picturesque journalist wh

5to have advanced the problem no furth
SYet the gist of the whole is certainly
attempt to deny to any Christian the ri
to temporal possessionMichael of
F Cesena, (1270-1342) the mostlogical
most effective of the whole group,
eventually became the Minister-Gene
of this portion of the Order, does n
hesitate to affirm the incompatibility
Christianity and private propertyzrom
being a question as to the teaching of
Francis, the matter had grown to one a
the teaching of Christ; and in order
prove satisfactorily that the practice
poverty as inculcated by St. Francis W

absolute and inviolable, it was found

necessary to hold that it was equally
declared doctrine of Christ.

Even Ockham, (1288-1348), a brilliant

Oxford Franciscan, who, together wi
Michael, defended the Emperor, Louis
Bavaria, in his struggle against Pope J
XXIl, let fall in the heat of controvers
some sayings which must have puzz
his august patron; for Louis would ha
been the very last person for whd
Communism had any charms. Clos
allied in spirit with thes€'Spiritual
Franciscans, as they were called,
Fraticelli, were those curious mediae\
bodies of Beguins and Beghards
Hopelessly pantheistic in their notion
the Divine Being, and following mos
peculiar methods of reaching on earth
Beatific Vision, they took up with th
same doctrine of the religious duty of {

communistic life.They declared th¢

practice of holding private property to

ematurally, as a friend of the English Courj§
ndetested the levelling doctrines of thig
hipolitical rebel, gives what he calls one ¢
John Ball's customary sermons. He 5
n@vidently not attempting to report an
ha@ctual sermon, but rather to give a genefgl
apummary of what was supposed to i
t Ball's opinions. As such, itis worth quotin
£ in full.

"My good friends, things cannot go o
wellin England, nor ever will until every-
thing shall be in common; when ther
shall be neither vassal nor lord, and gl
distinctions levelled; when lords shall b
no more masters than ourselves. How ji
have they used us! and for what reason
they thus hold us in bondage? Are we nfgt
all descended from the same parents|
Adam and Eve? And what can they sho\,
and what reason give, why they should Ife
more the masters than ourselves? Excsg
perhaps, in making us labour and wo
for them to spend.”

St.
5 to
to
of
as

he

th
of
bhn

Y Froissartgoes onto say thatfor speec
e@fthis nature the Archbishop of Canterbu
V€put Ball in prison, and adds that for himsg
Mhe considers thdtit would have been
2better if he had been confined there all his
life, or had been put to deatilowever,
I the Archbishopset him at liberty, for he
alcould not for conscience sake have pit
him to death"(Froissart's Chronicle
0f1848, London, Book 11, p.652-653).

the  jonhn Ball was captured following thq
P Peasant Revolt and on 15th June 13§1
hehanged, drawn and quartered.

D€ (To be continued: Thomas Aquinas

contrary to the Divine Law

and Private Property).




COMMUNISM continued

whole conception of legal rights wa
therefore, considered simply as priva
rights.

Yet, on the other hand, and by t
development of identically the same pr
ciples, the individual gains. His tenure
land becomes far less a matter of contr
He himself escapes from his feudal chi
and his inferior tenants slip also from H
control. He is no longer one in a pyrani

of grouped social organisation, but stand

now as an individual answerable only
the head of the State. He has duties s
but no longer a personal relationship to
lord. Itisthe King and thatague abstract-
ion called the Staterhich now claim him
as a subject; and by so doing are oblige
recognise his individual status. This ne
and startling prominence of the individu

system could without difficulty be brought

into harmony with the new theories.

S Cardinal Wolsey's assumption of fujl
1€ legatine power by permission of the Po

which first suggested to Henry VIII thg
'® he could dispense with His Holines
M- altogether. He saw that the Cardin
Of \wielded both spiritual and temporal juri
ACLdiction. He coveted his minister's positio)
?f’ and eventually achieved it by ousting bd
IS Clement{Pope Clement VII-Medici} an(
id wolsey, who had unwittingly shown i

Sin which way more power lay.
to

till;
nis

t

;_

Primitive Communism
and Private Property

"Primitive communism was the mod
of production in the first stages of histo
when men lived in small groups d
communities, and when labour ip
common, inevitable for that early periodl,
led to the common ownership of th

c
\
i to r
bW

al e

disturbed the whole concept of ownersh
Originally under the influence of th
'pure' Feudalism which nowhere exis
in its absolute form, the two great force
the life of each member of the social gr

ip.
t
d

in

means of production"History of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Unjo
Moscow, 1939).

"The primitiveness of production
precluded class divisions or class explg

n,
th

it-

p281). How they were able to reconcige
this social state with their beliefs itis qui

To make use of comparison, it was impossible to say; but the presumptiongis

that the example of the early Christiajjs

bewas cited as of sufficient authority b

some of these teachers. Certain it is th§t a

s sect still lingered on into the thirteen
al century, called thépostolici who clung

to the system which had been in vogge
among the Apostles.

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)
mentions them, and quotes St. Augustghe
(354-430 AD) as one who had alreagy
refuted them. But these were seeminglff a
Christian body, whereas the Albigensi
could hardly make any such claim, sin
they repudiated any belief in Christ
humanity, for it conflicted with their mog
central dogma.

Still it is clear that there were i
existence certain obscure bodies wh
clung to Communism. The publishg
records of the Inquisition refer incessan
to preachers of this kind who denied priva
property, asserted that no rich man co
getto heaven, and attacked the practic

were his own and that of his immedigte
lord. These fitted together into an almg@st
indissoluble uniorand therefore absolut
ownership of the soil was theoretically
impossibleNow, however, the individud|

ation; there could be no conception
that time of private ownership of th
means of production” (Marxist Glossar

L. Harry Gould, Sydney, Australia, 1947).

There have always beenreligious tea

was emancipated from his lord. He
still, it is true, subject to the King, who
power might be a great deal more opp
sive than that of the barons had been.
the King was far off, whereas the bar
had been near, and nearly always in
evidence. Hence the result was
emphasis of the individual's absoly
dominion. Not, indeed, as though
excluded the dominion of the King, b
precisely because the royal predomina
could only be recognised by the effecti

shutting out of the interference of the lofd. one of these strange religionists, hag

To exclude the 'middle-manthe King
was driven to recognise the absoll
dominion of the individual over his ow
possessions.

CARDINAL THOMAS WOLSEY

(1475-1530)

Consequently feudalism, which turng
the landowners into petty sovereigns 3
insisted on local courts, &c., though seg
ingly communistic or socialistic, wa
really, fromits intense local colouring, f
less easy of capture by those who favou
State interference. It was individualisti
based on private rights. But the new ro
prerogative led the way to the consid
ation of the evident ease by which, or]
the machine was possessed, the rest o

sers for whom all material creation was
e thing of evil. Through the whole of th
s-Middle Ages, under the various hames
uManicheans, Albigensians, Vaudois, &4
n they became exceedingly vigorous, thou
ulltheirimportance was only fitful. For the

te thing to be avoided as carrying with it th
it in-dwelling of the spirit of evil.

it Etienne de Bourbon, (died 1261),
hceDominican preacher of the thirteen
ve century, who gotinto communication wit

record, exceedingly unprejudiced, of thq
te beliefs. And amongst their other tenets,
n mentions this, that they condemned

noticed that as regards thésaudois(or

Poor Men of Lyonspas he informs us the

were called), there could have been
bd question of Communism at all, for
ndcommon holding of property would hay
In-been as objectionable as private prope
S To hold material things eitherin commu
il ity or severalty was in either case to bi
redbneself to the evil principle.
C, Yet Etienne tells us that there wag

er- Communism; they were called, in fag
cethe Communati (Tractatus de Divers
f thelateriis Predicabilibus Paris, 1877,

who held landed property. It will be hete aqoption ofitmade religious life an almo

at almsgiving as something utterly immord

The relation between these teach
and the Orders of friars has never bgg
adequately investigated. We know thgat
the Dominicans and Franciscans were fr
Ntheir earliest institution sent againstthe
@and must therefore have been w
P acquainted with theiterrors". And, as a
of fact, we find rising among the friars |
- party which seemed no little infected wi
Ohthe "spiritual” tendency of these ver
' Vaudois.

a)

eproperty was essentially unclean, sonpe-

e FrANCISCANS

The Franciscan reverence for poverj,
a which St. Francis (1181-1226) had strg
h uously advocated, had in fact beco
h almost a superstition. Instead of being,
_8he founder had intended it to be, merg
Il a meansto an end, it had in process of t
hepecome looked upon as the essential
alIIreligion. When, therefore, the excessi

impossible thing, an influential part

among the Franciscans endeavoured
NOhave certain modifications made whig
@ should limit it within reasonable bound
€ Butopposed tothemwas a determin
Yresolute minority, which vigorousl
- refused to have any part in sutlax-
'd ations”. The dispute between these t
branches of the Order became at last§so
Atempestuous that it was carried to tfe

L, Cardinals and theologians to adjudicge
S on the rival theories. Their award wfs

continued on
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MONDRAGON — PART NINE

Primitive Communism
and Private Property

Guilds were first formed for religious
and social purposes and were voluntary
character. The main object of these guil
was the preservation of peace, right a
liberty.

Also, mediaeval society wasimpregna
ed with the belief that ethical and mor3
values dominated economic activity.

ORIGINS OF FEUDALISM

on terms similar to those by which the
inheld their own. And thus the whole organi
sation of the country was graduated fro
hdthe King through the greater barons
tenants who held their possession
t- whether a castle, or a farm, or asingle h
(| from another to whom they owed suit ar|
service.

I NDIVIDUALISM

When the West drifted out from th

clouds of barbaric invasion, and had come g ) e !
into calm waters, society was found to o Out) is the leading principle of Feudalis

organised on a basis of what has befer]!!S clearly based upon a contractbetwepryne sokes (the right of local jurisdictiof)
the natuta€@ch man and hisimmediate lord; but, and,)

ihis is of importance in the consideratign

called Feudalism. Thatisto say,

and universal result of an era of conqugs

by a wandering people is that the n

never actually quite so absolutely carrig

of the feudal theory of private propert

This roughly (constantly varying, and

y The action of the King was quite naturgly
5- always directed towards breaking ofen
M this enclosed sphere of influence, gnd
o endeavouring to multiply the occasidhs
s,on which his officials might interfere
Litthe courts of his subjects. Thus the ifjea
dgradually grew up (and its growth fis
perhaps the most important matterfjof
remark in mediaeval history in the pergpd
of the Guilds), by which the King's la
and the King's rights were looked uporfas
ddominatingthoseofindividualsorgrou S.
The Courts Baron and Customary, gnd

f privileged townships were steadfy
emptied of their more serious cases, jnd
' shorn of their primitive powers. This, tgb,

settlers hold their possessions from theWhateverrights and duties held good werey, o yndoubtedly the reason for the rdyal

congueror on terms essentially contractu

constantly in detail, but the main principl
has always been one of reciprocal righ
and duties.

So at the early dawn of the Middl¢

Ages, after the period picturesquely-style

| not public, but private. There was not at

L call "pure Feudalism,"any concept of a
Esnational law or natural right, but only
bundle of individual rights. Appeal from
L, injustice was not made at a supreme la]
g court, but only to the courts of the barons

the Wanderings of the Natignse find
the subjugating races have encampe

d
Europe, and hold it by a series of fiefs. TQ’IG Subscribers to the magazine are regularly

action, for example, of William th
Norman, as plainly shown iDomesday

some three or four centuries be
happening in England and on th
Continent.

Book (1086) is typical of what had fo% the IPR Group: write to—

Large tracts of land were parcelled ogt

among the invading host, and handed o\
to individual barons to hold from the King
on definite terms of furnishing him with

to whom both litigants owed allegiance.
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ing at his Council Board when he shou
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interference in the Courts Christian (fhe

The actual agreements have varigdtn€ first, and in the days of what we may te,,qal name for the clerical criminal coulf).

The King looked on the Church, as fpe
looked on his barons and his exemged
townships, as outside his royal suprem
and, in consequence, quarrelled d
investiture and criminous clerks (cle
who had committed a serious crime), i
every other point in which he had not
yet secured that his writs and judgmd
should prevail.

There was a whole series of courtd
law which were absolutely independ
of his officers and his decisiddis restless
energy throughout this period ha
therefore, no other aim than to bring
these into a line with his own, and eit
to capture them for himself, or to red
them to sheer impotenc®&ut at thg
beginning there was little notion of aro
judge who should have power to deter
cases in which barons not immediatgly
holding their fiefs of the King werg
implicated. The concern of each was dply
with the lord next above him. And tije

continued on page 27
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