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The Trouble With Democracy . . .

Democracy is no solution to the current economic problems of Greece, Irela
because democracy is the political medium in which those problems were ge
There is no ruling class which can be held to have brought about the economic
its own interest, and which can be punished and overthrown as a means of ove
the crisis. The economic system which caused the crisis was freely chosen
democracy, insofar as anything is freely chosen in these things.

It might be said that the electorates did not choose to have mass unempl
wholesale bankruptcy, and a reduction in their standards of living. They only ch
means which led to this end. But the means which seem to serve the purpo
moment is all that is ever chosen by an electorate which acts freely, having ove
its ruling class and having freed itself from hidebound tradition, superstition, an
related to another would. Free action in the flux of the passing moment cannot
long-term end as its demaocratic purpose.

It might be pleaded that the democracy is neatly responsible for the crisis th
democratic action has brought about, because it was not sufficiently informed al
probable consequences of éavant garddinance capitalist devices thatit chose to raj
at election after election. But where, within the system, was there an authority
might advise them, warn them, and compel them to engage in voting for some lo
interest, instead of for some immediate financial advantage?

For twenty years the economic advantages came thick and fast from the incr
tricky financial devices that are now being condemned because of the crisis the
The more the system succeeded, the greater the demand became for ever m
investment products, and the more every authoritative or traditional curb o
economic action was felt to be intolerable. Ten years ago Ireland boasted of ha
highestper capitalevel of entrepreneurship in the world. Capitalism was g
Capitalism was freedom.

When the free action of capitalism, chosen freely by a democracy, over-reach
and goes into crisis—as it must do—then the only thing for the democracy to do
and bear the period of austerity until the system picks up again. And that i
considerable extent, how the Irish democracy is behaving.

But there is an element that cannot do without a scapegoat. And the only a
scapegoat is Grossdeutschland.

All that Germany has done for sixty years is tend to its own economic
conservatively. It developed its national economy by means of staid, old-fas
relations between local industry, local banks, and local Governments, and it ca
making things while its rivals made the tricky financial devices that were the par
precipitating cause of this crisis.

Germany was at the core of the stable European structure constructed by E
Christian Democracy in the 1950s. When Britain was admitted to this structur
Ireland in tow) in the 1970s, it set about subverting that structure by exerting free
pressure against thsocial market:

There was socialist opposition within Britain to joining Europe on the groun
Europe would prevent the further development of socialism in Britain. The oppo
for further socialist development in Britain came in 1977, a few years after it |

| continued on page 2 |

Europe
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rated. FE SoiN
isis Micheal Martin gave a long-heralded
ofaiRaat the Institute of International and
VEilM®pean Affairs on 9th February. It was
a bit of a classic on 'spinning’. It was
meRrtbook stuff on the methodology. The
erd issue wasignored. Thatissue was the
of té&ty that is necessary to implement the
revéidal Compact. The most significant fact
feabdut this Compact is that it is not a
aFg®dpean Union Treaty. It cannot be, since
David Cameron scuppered any plans to
have an EU Treaty on the Compact. The
URReal Compact is an inter-Governmental
fy Treaty.
hich it was an EU Treaty, there would be
-te6eal need to comply with the constitu-
tional requirement for a referendum, as it
could very plausibly be incorporated under
sit@Yerms of the already-approved Lisbon
ledtteaty.
e trigjese are elemental facts that make
ftRR Treaty a completely new phenomenon.
naHse few basic facts were never men-
ationed by Martin in his address. Instead he
talked and talked about EU Treaties of the
its@dt and of the future—all totally beside
ghé point.
, 10 fn his speech not once did he mention
the inter-Governmental nature and essence
ilab@is new Treaty. And of course it was
belittled in every way possible. For him
the Treaty did not go far enough; it was
apstradical enough; he made federal noises;
omedas beside the point; it needed clarific-
e@®h; it did not ensure growth; it not deal
Wiith the real causes of the crisis; it did not
change the mandate of the European
rogediral Bank; etc. In other words, all that
(Wi§Bs not in it was empathised, but the
agelence ignored.

thatln any Treaty, or any piece of legis-
niggion, there are a myriad things that are
inadt included and what's in it is always

[ continued on page 5 |




Grossdeutschland
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The globalist ideal of forming the
human race into a single market can be
presented as an ideal of universal demo-
cracy. In its historical origins, it is a
construct of Ameranglian military, econ-
omic, and political power. And, insofar as
a global market has actually been con-
structed, it functions under American
hegemony.
Britain set about achieving world
dominance through colonial expansion—
the expansion of the population of Britain
toregions of the world that were considered
suitable for reasons of climate and of
having a native population that might be
exterminated easily—combined with the
establishment of formal Imperial control
over regions not suitable for colonising.
The British colonial and Imperial
structure reached its greatest extent
throughvictoryinits 1914 war on Germany
and Turkey and the seizure of the recently-
established German colonies in Africa
Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: and of the Turkish Empire in the Middle
From Guild To Trade Union East—in which various peoples had lived
Mondragon, Part 5 in peace for centuries but have been in

(back page) conflict ever since. However, Britain
Due to pressure of space we have been obliged to hold over: 4 West Cork Protestant Testament by over-reached itself in its eXpanSioniSt war

Manus O'Riordan; Republicanism: a response to Stephen Richards by Pat Walsh; and 0of1914-19 and its decline began almost at
Comments On Desmond Fennell's Picture Of Ireland by John Minahane once.
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. . , . , Britain's American colony, which had
Europe. It came in the form of a Royal facture. Britain's national interest is

e o : 5 ) > taken half a continent for itself as a state,
Commission report anocatlng industrial globallst, a}nd all parties collaborate in became the hegemonic world power as
democracy. Industrial democracy was tending to it. _ _ the power of its mother country declined.
defeated—but not by Europe. It was The European Community, when Bri- And the decline of the mother country
rejected by the socialists in the Labour tain was admitted to it, was self-sufficient began as a consequence of its failure to
Party and the Trade Unions because it wagconomically, and was guided by asupra-qofeat Germany by its own power, and its
not"the socialist revolution"Then,some national Commission, which kept it in being rescued from the verge of defeat by
years later, a very militant socialist, Kim kilter and arranged for a considerable deg—,[he American declaration of war in its
Howells (who was Arthur Scargill's ree ofre-distribution. Thatwas very much support in 1917, and the arrival of
lieutenantin Scargill's catastrophic Miners' against the British interest, and by Meansy marican Armies on the battlefield in
Strike of 1984-85) became Labour's of relentless pressure, sustained for dec- 918.

Minister for Competition in Europe. His ades, it succeeded in marginalising the America won the Great War, but then
object was to overcome the EuropeanCommission, in establishing globalist left it to Britain and France to arrange
"social market" restrictions on the free competitiveness as the ideal, and in des'peace in Europe—and to make a complete
action of international capital. This was troying European Christian Democracy mess of it. France wanted to secure its

successfully accomplished over the years.as an organised force. position against a defeated and demoral-

ised Germany, making sure thata German
war of revenge would be impossible, but
Britain prevented it.

British politics remain effectively Germany, while not disputing the matter
nationalist throughout all the vagaries of openly, and while giving way in principle,
ideological fashion._ Britain lives off tr_\e remai_neq a hoId—Qut for the olc_i system, at A erica retired from the scene, allow-
yvorld. It _became !ncapable of feedmg least in |t§ own mtemal affalrs, py the ing conflicted Anglo-French hegemony
itself and |t_outran its own raw material f:onseryanve force of inertia. That is why to make a shambles of Europe, before
resources in the late 19th century. Itit remains the one really functional econ-
arranged, by means of manufacturing andomy in Europe today. If something of the
war, for the world to feed it. That is still original European projectistoberetrieved The British Empire launched its second
its relationship with the world, with fromthe shambles, itdepends on GermanyWorld War in 1939, without having made
financial services having replaced manu-to tend to it. And so we get the howl of serious preparations to fight it in earnest.

coming to the rescue again in 1944,



It depended on France to do its fighting g
it. France, having been prevented by B
tain in 1919 from achieving its object of
strong frontier against Germany, was n
eager to hear the main burden of the w

for a second time. Following the battle-
field defeat of May 1940, France made|a

settlement with Germany. Britain with
drew from the battle while refusing tc
negotiate a peace.

Dominance of the seas of the world b
the Royal Navy enabled Britain to maintai
Europe on a war-footing, thus maximisin

the probability of a German-Russian wa|
When Germany invaded Russia in June

1941, Britain immediately declared itse
to be Russia's ally, declared Bolshev
Russiato be agreat peace-loving state,
began to churn out Bolshevik propagand
Atthe same time it deferred the opening
a Second Front in France, which Amerig
was eager to launch when it joined the wj
in December 1941. The American positia
made military sense, but Britain obstructe
it for political reasons. The Second Fro

was not opened until June 1944, by whi¢

time Russia had not only held the Germ
invasion, but was pushing the Germa
back into Europe fast. The Americar
British and the Russian Armies met i
central Europe in May 1945, and the Co
War began. Eastern Europiepm Stettin

to Trieste'as Churchill putit, was removeq
from the world market.

China had lived peacefully with the reg
of the world for centuries, until the British
Empire made war in it in 1840 and force
it to engage in market relations with th
British world market—in the firstinstance
by opening itself to the sale of opium b,
British merchants. That was the first of
series of wars to destroy the Chinese st

and plunder and commercialise Chine &

society.
In the 1850s American warships saile
to Japan, which too had been at peace
centuries, and demanded market acce
The Japanese, with the example of Chi
before them, opened themselves to t
world market, but they did so in the forn
of organising their clan communities int
capitalist enterprises and making then
selves active playersinthe capitalistwor
market, instead of being passive victims
be plundered. And, since they lacked r3
material resources of their own, they s
about acquiring them as Imperialists.
The British Empire made an allianc
with the Japanese Empire before maki
waron Germanyin 1914, and Japan becal

a protector of British interests in Asia. But

Americadisliked the Anglo-Japanese all

ance. America, having jolted Japan into
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af'| eave Those Kids Alone!"

I read the speech made by Alan Shatter TD, Minister for Justice, Equality and D
opening 'the Shoah in Europe' exhibition at The Atrium of the Department of Jus
23rd January 2012.

He praised the Crocus Project, led by St Laurence's primary School in Dublin
children learn about the Holocaust and plant yellow crocuses in memory of
children killed in the Holocaust.

| cannot agree thatinvolving children in the memory of this dreadful catastrophe
ever be justified. If a sensitive child so much as caught a glimpse of what it is tf
‘learning about, it could be enough to blight their life.
In France people who had spent time interned in camps, as well as €
I(psychologists, were eloquent in their denunciation of the involvement of children
mi&sue. Simone Weil, who returned from Auschwitz after being imprisoned ther
a_later became Government Minister, said:

"It is unimaginable, unbearable, tragic, and above all, unjust, to inflict this on 1
olds. You cannot ask a child to identify with a dead child. This is far too heavy a |
to bear. We, who were deported, had great difficulty, after the war, talking about w
had gone through, even with our near relations. And eventoday we try to spare our
and grand-children that knowledgel''Express, 15 February 2008).
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ht A psychologist, Boris Cyrulnik, was concerned about the effect such initiatives could h

‘hthe remaining aged survivors:
"Those who survived the Shoah, now very advanced in years, will see all their

of 40 years callously disregarded.

They kept quiet for 40 years because the Shoah was hard to say and impossibl
They thought their silence would protect those they loved.

Itis not easy to present oneself as a victim, itis indecent even, it disturbs others s
[...]

To escape their mental agony, they only wanted one thing: to be again like other
reintegrate the human condition, regain their dignity.

And now they are asked to assume their role of victim again! They are pushed b
the destiny they did so much to escape from. The career of victim, which they hg
so much to avoid, is imposed on them agali@' Monde20 February 2008).
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The International League against Racism and Anti-Semitism (LICRA) spoke against ta
children in this context:

"To take advantage of the psychological immaturity of young children does no
to us judicious, if it is history that you want to transmit.

The teaching of the Shoah should not be done first and foremost through emot
approach {of identifying with the victim} removes the time dimension and lea
anachronism and confusion."
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pte The Jewish Resistance Organisation, one of the founding members of the prese

PY(Representative Council of Jews of France) said in this cont&totion is to history wha
revenge is to Justice."

d The Union of Auschwitz Deportees (which includes survivors of several Polish camps)

fogwith Simone Weil:

ss. "We are too aware ourselves of how difficult it was to speak of these things ev

na
he
h
b  The academic psychologist, Yoram Mouchenik, has pointed out that there is
n-that a child confronted with such memories could avoid imagining that he shou
gshoulder the collective responsibility for the murders.

to It should go without saying that creating such a sense of guilt is wron
V\}Jnjustifiable. But one is led to suspect that this may be the effect desired by s

ayoung generation be confronted so early to the absolutely unbearable testimoni
destroyed so many of the children of our families.”

Bt Many of these contributors to the debate, including Simone Weil, also make th

that there are other victims of wholesale massacres, in other times and other plg
F that many people would not see any reason to privilege the Holocaust.
"9 Boris Cyrulnik worried about the reactions of other victims of the Nazi genoci
M&f the victims of genocides in Armenia, Cambodia or Rwanda, creating a compet|
.- commemoration and memory among the diverse communities.
I~ Keep children out of it!
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own children, or even how difficult it was to adults to listen to our experience, to W%
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capitalist Imperialism, came to see it as

| continued on page 4|
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inevitability thatin its Pacific expansionit the Cold Warended. And General Suharto,purported to be acting at the behest of the
would have to make war on Japan. Whenwho had saved Indonesia for capitalism Arab League when they overthrew the
the British Empire emerged from its Great with American backing, and was sustainedLibyan State. They now complain that
War heavily in debt to the USA, the byAmericaforageneration, was declaredthey are prevented from carrying out the
Americans insisted that the Anglo- to be a tyrant. Arab League policy on Syria by the
Japanese Treaty should not be renewed. Japan had no Imperialist hangover. It perverse conduct of China and Russia.
Britain did not see its way to defying had become Imperialist as a matter of
the US on thisissue. If it had done so, thecapitalist economic necessity. After 1945
likely outcome would have been an armsitwas able to acquire raw materials through
race (with navies) ending in war—and an commercial relations with the Cold War
Anglo-American war was widely expected capitalist market, and to sell its products
in the mid-1920s. So Britain ended its into that market. It was a shining example
alliance with Japan. And a Japanese pro-of capitalism in the Free World—until the
posal that the League of Nations shouldCold War ended. Then, about twenty
adopt a statement of racial equality wasyears ago, it was told that this could not
rejected. continue. ltwas reminded of what America
When American decided in 1941 that had done to it in 1945 and was cautioned
the moment had come for its war with thatit might be done again if it did not pull
Japan, itissued an ultimatum which Japanin its economic horns.
could not comply with, and Britain second-
ed the uIter_latum. B_y doing so, Bntal_n In _1990, W|th_ the S(_)Vlet Union frag- RTE has described the Syrian situation
admitted to itself that it could only sustain menting and China having become unsure . ; : s
) . o : . . as one in which the Sunni majority is
its economic position in the world as of itself, the US found itself alone in the . .
e : ...~ oppressed by the regime. But that is a
America's shadow. When Japan respondedvorld as its master. It was a disorienting . .
. . ) : : . programme of action, rather than a descrip-
to the ultimatums by bombing American experience forit. Ithad never beenwithout . L . .
. : . ; . tion. The object is to constitute the Sunni
ships at an island in the middle of the an enemy to conquer, from the very first L L
- I . ) : . population into a coherent force, to give it
Pacific, it also struck at the British Empire moment of its existence whenithad along . ;o
. . . . . : the sense of itself as an oppressed religion,
in Asia—and the Empire never recovered series of native peoples to exterminate. L : i, .
. : . and to pit it against the existing regime as
from the blow. And now it found it could not do without : : . :
- : . g confessional force which will establish a
Japanese Imperialism had been activelyan enemy. So it concocted an enemy ou :
: . ) ) confessional state.
breaking up the Chinese state. The state 0bf Saddam Hussein, whom it had helped
L . . Al Qaeda, the great world demon for
Manchukuo, which it formed out of it, to power, and who was governing Irag on
: . ) tenyears, has beenforgotten. Itcan hardly
seemed to have been viable. The defeat ofVestern liberal lines. .
N . . be declared to have been misunderstood,
Japan led to the re-unification of China. Saddam had made war on Iran in the_~ ... . .
. . . . . __s0itis just not mentioned. Butitis well-
And the Communist movement, organis- Western interest, blocking the Islamic . . .
; . . . . T known that Al Qaeda is a radical Sunni
ing the base of Chinese society, quickly Revolution which, it was feared, would L . . .
. . . . : ; force, with its roots in Saudi Arabia, and
established its dominance over the Americanotherwise have run through the Middle . Lo . T
. ; . LS that it was active in Libya and is active in
-sponsored Kuomintang middle-class East. While Iraq was fighting Islam, the Svria
stratum during the war against Japan, andil sheikdom of Kuwait, made into a state yna. . . .
. . o ST Ireland was riddled with Islamophobia
inthe civilwar after the Japanese surrenderby Britain, was stealing its oil. Saddam ;
. . . a couple of years ago—a diseased fear or
was given the green light by the American

As a consequence of the War launchedAmbassador to take direct action agalnsthatred of 'S'a”?' When a Muslim sa|_d on
L Iy . . . o RTE that Sharia law would be established
by the declining British Empire, the Kuwait, butwhen he did so Britain started . . o .
: . . . in Ireland if a majority of the Irish were
territory of the world market shrank, and war-mongering against him, and the US : )
P S Muslims, that was taken to be virtual
the world was simplified into a confront- followed the British lead. The Arab .
. ) . . terrorism. But now, as supporters of the
ation between the two victor Powers, League tried to play the part of mediator . . ;
X ) : ._warmongering against Syria, we ale
which met in central Europe as the rep-between Iraqg and Kuwait, and there is S
. - X factoadvocates of Islamisation.
resentatives of two antagonistic systems.little doubt that the matter could have

been resolved peacefully.

The term"the Syrian peoplefs now
being used, a%he Libyan peopletwas
last year, antthe Iraqi people'in 2003.

It has been demonstrated that there is no
Iragi or Libyan people in the sense con-
veyed by the way the term is used. The
suggestion is that there is a Syrian people
kept in subjection by a terror State which
somehow got control of them, and if that
State was removed, there would be national
demaocracy.

In fact the Western policy on Syriais a
civil war policy, as it was in Irag.

Britain, the creator of the world capital- The sense in US policy seems to be that
ist system, had brought it to the verge of Itwas a principle of the United Nations religious civil war at the present time
collapse. Itwas keptin being by the USA. when founded that it should operate as farseems to be the best way of maintaining
Capitalismwas re-floated in modified form as possible through regional bodies. ThisWestern control of the Middle East.
by American military, industrial and finan- principle was enforced in America. South  The west destroyed the liberal, secular,
cial power. The money system of Cold American states could not go directly to Westernising regime in Iraq, instead of
War capitalism was the dollar. Butthe US the UN with complaints. They had to go invading Iran. Possibly it was thought
had to turn a blind eye to deviations from first to the Organisation of American that Iraq would provide a springboard for
the Free Market while Communism was States, which was controlled by the US. further conquests. The Shiademocracyin
an expanding force inthe Third World. In  Ifthe Arab League had been allowed to Iran has confounded Western expectations
1965 Indonesia was saved for capitalismdeal with the Irag/Kuwaitissue, thatwould by its durability and its resourcefulness
by the massacre of a million of its citizens, have given it status as the regional UNand is close to displacing Saudi Arabia as
and for the next quarter century it was body in the Middle East. It was important the hegemonic power in the Middle East.
allowed to operate an aberrant nationalto the West that that should not happen, scAnd where would Western Middle East
capitalism—which was declared to be athe Arab League was brushed aside. policy be without Saudi regional
system of corruption and abolished when Last year France, Britain and the US dominance? [ ]



jargon would be for a completely new

relationship between some European
countries. Thereis no indication whatever
that our EUophiles have adjusted to this as
they don't seemto realise it's happening. It

minuscule compared to what could be iniS @ choice between the only feasible
it. To focus on such is a cheap debaﬂngpolmcal future thatcan be cglled Europ(_aan
trick. The other wonderful things that are In any real sense or a social and political
omitted are only possible if this Treaty is disaster following a collapse of the Euro.
a success—it will enable these things to They remain satisfied with parroting
be done and that cannot be done otherwise ©MPL; redundant concepts and believe
Either he does not accept the methods ofhat this can pass for thought.
objectives of the Treaty, in which case he
should oppose it openly and clearly, or, if WHyY THE SLENCE ?
he thinks it is appropriate, he should have The issue of the deserters from the Irish
the political balls to supportit. Let's hope Army during the Emergency and the
he makes up his mind in time for any castigation of the Irish State's policy of
referendum. neutrality in the Second World War has
been in the news, initiated by the Minister
But, having damned the Fiscal Compact for Defence and Justice. One would expect
Treaty with as little/much faint praise as the leader of Fianna Fail, the party that
possible, he said he would support it! was the architect of that policy—one of its

Europe
continued

Why? Having described it over and over greatest achievements—to have given us

again as akU Treaty, which it is not, he his thoughts on these issues. Maybe |
said that, as Fianna Fail always supportsmissed it, but | did not notice a word from
EU Treaties, it would support this one. him. He is anxious to distance himself
Fianna Fail made me do it! That should from Sinn Fein and there could hardly be
really convince the multitudes, if a a more perfect issue than WWII and all
referendum was necessary! related issues to defend the integrity of the
Atthe august gathering at which all this State and Fianna Fail. This relates to the
was said, most of the subsequent discussioessential historicataison d'étreof the
was full of praise for this transparent non- Party and is the vehicle on which to
sense. One questioner did raise the issuestablish clear blue water between the two

resulting from the decline of the Commis- a historian. But as his acknowledged guru

with the current problems, he suggesteddost his bearings on this aswell. To revis
Martin had indeed detected a decline inthe old cliché, he does not seem to know
the community approach in thgost
Lisbon architecture”. The man who led is hardly likely therefore to know where
the Government's referendum campaignhe is going.
for the Lisbon Treaty seemed surprised at Under Martin, Fianna Fail is spinning
this development after the event! into a black hole.

Apparently he never noticed that Lisbon
simply confirmed this decade-long decline M's LAFEAN GIVES UP THE GHOST
in the community approach of the EU.  Brigid Laffan is visiting fellow at the
Naturally Martin thought it was a bad Minda Guntzburg Centre for European
thing to see the Commission and the com-Studies, Harvard University, and Professor
munity spirit in decline: the nation states of European Politics at University College
should address the problem. Of courseDublin. Her CV says that she was:
they should—and no doubt it would be a
good thing if they also addressed the issue
of original sin. Closing doors and bolted
horses come to mind. He genuinely
seemed oblivious to the significance of
this new development, and if he did not
notice it until after Lisbon then he must
have been locked away somewhere for the
past decade—he was only Minister for
Foreign Affairs for a large part of it. He
and his audience seemed like people
operating in a parallel universe.

"the Principal of the College of Human
Sciences, University College Dublin in
September 2004. In 1991, Professor
Laffan was appointed as Jean Monnet
Professor of European Politics in the
Department of Politics, UCD. She was
the founding Director of the Dublin
European Institute UCD in 1999. In
March 2004, she was elected as amember
of the Royal Irish Academy. She is a
member of the Research Council of the
European University (EUI) Florence, the
National Economic and Social Council

The Treaty represents a game change, a

new paradigm or whatever the appropriate  Laffan is author ofntegration and Co-

operation in Europgl992 The Finances
of the Union 1997 and co-author of
Europe's Experimental Unid2000. She
has published numerous articles in the
Journal of Common Market Studiasd
the European Journal of Public Policy
Professor Laffan co-ordinated a six
country cross national research project
Organising for Enlargemen{2001-
2004), financed by the EU Commission's
Fifth Framework Programme and is part
of an integrated research project on New
Governance in Europe.”

Whew! Could anyone have a greater

EU pedigree? She is tipeima donnaof

her world. There is no more vocal and
more highly-qualified EUophile in the
country. Ever ready to castigate anyone
who dared to question her claims for the
Lisbon Treaty and all the wonderful things
that would emanate from it. Remember
the arrogance of the 'Red Card' episode
when she and Mr. Cox had the brass neck
to declare who were and were not liars.
hey arrogated to themselves the right to
be the judge and jury of political debate.

She has given her views on the current

crisis to thelrish Times She did not
mention the forthcoming Treaty, or give a
view on it—which is strange coming from
such a Treaty wonk. It might as well notbe
happening for her.

Now, she suggests that the EU hand

of the lack of the ‘community method', parties. And the man has pretensions to b& " its most crucial problem—the finan-

cial problemin Greece and elsewhere—to
; . 'the IMF.
sion: perhaps that had something to doPeter Hart, h way m heh

b P g eter Hart, has passed away maybe he ?roblem.Apparently, she has now become

aware of all the faults of the EU for some

where he has come from. where he is and’€&"S pastand she is clearly overwhelmed
: and proposes that the towel is thrown in.

Wash its hands of the whole

That is all she has to offer from all the

lessons she has learned and from all the
qualifications she has acquired about
Europe and which no doubt adorn her
mantelpiece.

She advises:

"...it would be better to transform the
troika programme into an International
Monetary Fund programme... It is
impossible to say how this drama will
end, either for Greece or the euro zone...
Now is the time for the euro zone to hand
over to the fund. The IMF has the exper-
ience and expertise to run these types of
programmes. It is an expert-led
organisation with far greater insulation
from political interference than the EU.
The IMF cannot lend unless it thinks it
will getits money back. With an IMF-led
programme, there is a far better chance of
getting the money back and that the
programme will work™" (15 Feb.)

In other words she does not have a clue

(NESC) and the Irish Government's High What to do despite all her qualifications.
Level Asia Strategy Group. Professor Whatan indictment of our EUophiles now

that they are really needed!
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Government proceeds to ratify the fiscal The Compact Treaty—apart altogether
compact treaty by legislation rather than from its merits or demerits—is the

referendum.” (Irish Times, 25 February). methodology by which the European
project should proceed. The trickisto deal

Praise BE FOR MicHAEL D!

Michael D. Higgins has had a well
known reputation for long-windedness,
and his speeches have always tended to = . _ _
sound like those of a lay preacher. At a H199ins only explained the constitu- i \what is in front of its nose and the
certain point they tended to become tionalissues that could arise with the new o jer jssues will take care of themselves.
unbearable. Any objection to the senti- |'€a, along with the well-known posi- Tpis hrocedure is along the lines of
ments would seem like farting in Church, tion about his role when considering a 5ccam's razor applied to politics.

However, things may be changing in thigféf"al to the Supreme Court—which is g, that js not for a messer and spoofer
regard. He is faced with a difficult and Ot €xactly a state secret—it's all in the .o ¢4y \who has done more harm to the

very serious issue on the possibility of ;:onsftltutlonr.] He also pﬁlnted out that, if g, ohean project than anyone else in this
having to decide on the constitutionality "€ référred theissue to the Supreme Court

: country. Is anyone listening to him? As
of the Treaty on the Fiscal Compact. NoP0dy €lse could. That could avoid a iy the Fine Gael backbenchers, itappears

Giving his thoughts on this recently he is qhueue oflsu_ch refe_rrlf(:\ls and at Ieafst malll“he was hardly able to keep his audience'’s
reported saying that: the resolution quick and easy for all yyention—much less convince them of

"...he was concerned that the concep?opl_%emed.' de illustrates the lack of anything—despite the quota of anti-
ofashared unionunderthe EU'sfounding '€ €PISOUE Hllustrates ihe lack Ol Gorman pias that people like him always

very different to an accommodation is doing, with the result thatit cannot itself

between currencies that had to facestate the facts plainly—and would prefer

pressures from “speculative forces”, he if others did not do so either. If their

SZ'g-The Presﬁentl_wasaspealsanﬁ af'ﬁer?rboncept of the future of Europe cannot

address at the London School o ; "

Economics” (Irish Times, 22 February). stand the full light of day,_ then_ It's a poor
outlook for what they believe in.

He hit the nail on the head. No other

"Guest of honour Pat Cox gave the
SCSI value for money with a lengthy
speech about how the new treaty on
stability, coordination and governance in
the Economic and Monetary Union had
been driven by German concerns. But
with attention spans dwindling and people

eyeing up the bar, he showed true political
grit, as impervious to the din, he carried
on regardless to finish his speech” (Irish
Times, 9th Feb.).

politician has put it so concisely and so More crap FRoM Cox
accurately. We are faced with an alter- Atadinner organised by the Society of
native to the EU Treaties, not just anotherChartered Surveyors of Ireland, Pat Cox
EU Treaty. Higgins appreciates the isreported as claiming thdin matters of
distinction and the constitutional implic- legal interpretation the proposed
ations. It's a case of starting again—notintergovernmental Treaty would be
continuing with what exists—and that subordinate to existing EU Treatig#'ish
causes the possible constitutional diffi- Independent, 10 February 2012). Why is
culty. Itis arelief that he sees it so clearly. this a concern for Mr. Cox? Why should it
However, | would question his use of be a concern for anyone except profes : .
the word"lost". Such major things as the sional legal eagles who love these sorts ofhata referendqm ISnecessary. Let's hope
development of a European Union areissues? There is a whole new legal enterihat the full political s_|gn|f|cance of this
never "lost". They are destroyed by prise to be lived off with these types of €W non-EU Treaty is spelled out, and
somebody or something for some reason. legal points in the future. Europe has that the resorting to fear and bluff is
If they were lost, they could be found becomeajob creation paradise for lawyersesisted. But that would probably mean
again. Butif something is destroyed that's  Treaties are self-sufficient legal entities €hanging the habits of a lifetime for our
the end of it. And the EU has beerand sometimes are either withdrawn and/EUOPhiles.
destroyed, beginning with Pat Cox and or ended for one or any variety of reasorfs.
Liberals a decade ago in their overthrow If one contradicts another, then one |s
of the Commission's authority, and getting clearly illegal and should be cancelled. N\EEDS SECTIONED?
the finalcoup de grackom the UK on 9th The two Treaties in question, Lisbon and
December 2011. That is what is causinghe Fiscal Compact, relate to differertKim Jona-il dies. the media sickens
the constitutional soul-searching for issues and involve different states fqr. gt't' t,b f it
Higgins. Those events and nothing else. different purposes. It's apples and pea‘sltﬂg(r)ﬁ;?sr;é%? aoconoweTretaz S?rll;:érit
Let's hope he might develop his thinking Why should one be used to override the ausing their intelligence to tﬁicken ,
and resist the temptation to resort to weasepther? The reason is that Cox cannot fac i Igvalues makges Korea Conforr.n
words when explaining his case. He couldip to the fact, and does not want othersi|t '.tﬁrat bombi ination d
become a very new type of President andface up to the fact, that his beloved Lisbd nV! b out bombing, assasslna :c?n rone
do the political system a great favour with Treaty was and is inadequate to deal wit Si o;age mculrjlons ar(lj no- yc-lzones
more straight talking. the issues of the moment, so he must difa s%oﬁset(-)\:vn?.r -pressdescends as
itin by hook or by crook for self indulgen
Not too surprisingly the Government reasgns_ Y J S:r’] (:Jir?rf);rv?/;y’:r?gsr?etaer?rosff;o?a\tl;l:rz_cr es
was no pleased with these comments. Ifthe Compact Treaty fails, will Lisbon| miIIion-army 2 nuclear bormb deniek
“Remarks made by President Michael ride to the rescue? Theideais self-evidenly . '~ -4 min()jll'ess murderous Iacerat>on
D. Higgins during avisitto Londonduring farcical. And, if the Compact is a success, .o . . :
the week have caused alarm in thewhy should Lisbon override it—overridd The sitin suits, bourgeois language disgu ses
the gangster soul that craves defenestration.

Government, The Irish Times has learned. . .
The primary concern among Cabinet a Treaty that saved the day; athing whi¢h

Ministers relates to the President's it, Lisbon, patently failed to do—indeed
comments about the possibility of sum- it helped cause the problem! Another se
moning the Council of State if the evident farce.

Things are looking up and | hope he
takes along holiday during any referendum
campaign.

Jack Lane

_PS. The Attorney General has just advised

~— 0

[}

. Wilson John Haire
5th January, 201
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order to buy commodities, but as time The ancient practice of recording

passed the 10Us of the gold merchantprinted money as a liability of the Central

Sh became the means of payment. This was 8ank facilitates the ECB in supervising

OrtS revolutionary development. The buyer no the National Central Banks.
longer had to carry gold around with him
from because the seller was prepared to accept  ExcepTioNAL LIQUIDITY ASSISTANCE

the Long Fellow apiece of paper with no intrinsic value but ~ When the financial crisis broke in 2008

which carried with it a legal entitlementto there was a threatened flight of capital

THE STATE AND THE PEOPLE part of the gold reserves of the gold from the Irish Banks. Lenihan's State
The Long Fellow was intrigued by the merchant. Guarantee prevented this outflow and
reaction of the media to two comments of indeed reversed it, but when the credit
senior Government politicians. There was THe State anD Money  worthiness of the State was called into
outrage at the Taoiseachimpromptu The Sovereign or State could not help question the outflow resumed, particularly
remark thatpeople went mad borrowing"  noticing these developments and decidedrom the weakest banks: Anglo Irish and
which"spawned greedduring the Celtic  to monopolise the entitlement to create Irish Nationwide. It quickly became clear
Tiger era. But there was no such reactionmoney. At first paper money had a direct that these banks were insolvent. Further-
to the Minister for Justice and Defence, relationship with the precious metal in more, it was decided that, if Senior debtin
Alan Shatter'greparedspeech in which  question (usually gold or silver) but as these banks (now called the IBRC) was
he accused the State¢'oforal bankruptcy” ~ time went on money detached itself from not repaid, the financial stability of the

during the Second World War. Many the precious metal that it represented andvhole Eurozone would be undermined.
people disagreed with the Minister but became a thing in itself (drat money). The ECB authorised the Central Bank

there was no general sense of outrage. However, right up until the 1970s most of of Ireland (CBI) to 'print' money under

As a consequence, the question ofthe world's major currencies were linked what is known as Exceptional Liquidity
whether th&people went mad borrowing"  to the value of gold. It was only during the Assistance (ELA). This money was lentto
was ruled out of order. By contrast, Nixon Administration that the United the IBRC so that it could repay its Senior
Shatter's moral bankruptcy remark prompt- States severed that relationship in responseebt. However, ELA was only a device to
ed a lengthy debate on whether the Statdo the exigency of financing the Vietnam overcome short-term liquidity problems
had the authority to sanction Irish soldiers War. This ushered in an era of inflation. inthe banking sector. Itwas neverintended
who deserted to join the armed forces ofa It is still the case that Central Banks as a long-term loan to countries or banks

foreign and belligerent power. hold gold reserves, but these are only usedvith financial problems. According to

The media consensus is that the Irishto prop up a country's currency in the University College Dublin economist Karl
people are wonderful, but the State iseventofaspeculative attack. The value ofWhelan in his submission last month to
corrupt. The people have rights, but no the world's currencies has no relationshipthe Oireachtas Finance Committee, the

responsibilities or obligations. The State to the price of gold. IBRC had 42 billion in ELA on its books
has only responsibilities and obligations, inmid 2011. Thisis charged to the State at
but no rights. Despite the fact that we live PLus Ca CHanGe...  arate of only 1 percent.

in a democracy, the people have no It is interesting to note that Central  This represents a subsidy or cheap loan
influence on the State and therefore theyBanks still use the same accounting from the rest of the Eurozone to Ireland.
are victims who have, at best, been negireatmentasthe Gold Merchants of ancient
lected and at worst suffered at the hands ofimes. The money issued (whether paper PAvING BACK ELA
the State. or electronic) is still considered an IOU It is very understandable that the ECB
Every grievance is nurtured and venti- from the State. Itis recorded as a liability insists on this ELA being 'paid back’,
lated on the national airwaves; even thein the books of the Central Bank. But if a otherwise the Euro currency would be
most trivial. So the departure of a Dutch member of the public decides to present aundermined.
economist from an economic think tank 5 euro bank note or "State IOU" to the  Just like the gold merchant of ancient
makes the main evening news as furtherCentral Bank, he will notreceive any gold times, the ELA is recorded in the books of
evidence of the bankruptcy of the State.or silver in return. Instead he will receive the Central Bank of Ireland [CBI] as a

He even claims to have declined an appearanother 5 euro note. liability. The 40 billion of ELA, wheniitis
ance on thd ate Late Showo air his lent to the IBRC, is then recorded as an
grievances and comment on the national THe ECB AND MONEY  asset or loan in the CBI's books (i.e. the

economic malaise. The _European Central Bank licenses cg| has replaced the "printed”
But, of course, not all states are malignthe Natlonal Central Banks ofthe EEJrozoneWith a loan to the IBRC).

..... In Alan Shatter's view the moral © Printmoney. Howeverthe ECB'S GOV-  \yhen the ELA s repaid by the IBRC to

bankruptcy of this State disqualifies us erning Council, consisting ofthe_NannaI the CBI the principal plus the accrued

from criticising the State of Israel. Central Bank Governors, has strict control ;e rest at 1% per annum is deducted from

over this function. If it did noj[ exe_rc_ise the assets (amount loaned) and deducted
MoNEY control there would be an irresistible mits ELA liabilities. In plain language

It is said that money is the root of all temptation for the National Central Banks when the ELA is repaid, the money is
evil. Along, long time ago wealthy traders to print money for the benefit of their own "burnt" by the CBI in order'to preserve the
deposited gold with gold merchants. Thesecountry at the expense of other members 51ue of the Euro.
merchants issued receipt dockets or IOUsof the Eurozone. This would inevitably
to the wealthy traders acknowledging their lead to inflation and the collapse of the Promissory NoOTES
liability. It was the case that only gold (or Euro. Something like this happened tothe ~Of course, the IBRC cannot pay all of
some other precious metal used as theouble following the break up ofthe Soviet the ELA out of its own resources. It is
universal equivalent) was acceptable inUnion. estimated that 31 billion will have to be
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paid by the State. The method of repayingCBI is about 2.5%. But again, this cost fo Transaction Tax but also the banning
this 31 billion is complicated and as a one arm of the State (the IBRC) is revenyieacross Europe of certain derivative financ-
consequence has givenrise to misconceptionso another arm of the State (the CBI). | ial products. In Germany there is a high
—deliberate or otherwise—aboutthe cost The key issue is the terms that the E¢Bprofile row going on about the future of
of repaying the IBRC's loans. imposes on the CBI. The interest raje finance-driven capitalism. The austerity

The State issues a 31 billion promissory which the CBI paysis only 1 per cent. Th|s of Merkozyis not the only voice.
note or IOU to the IBRC. Under the terms is the ultimate interest cost to the State|of The Social Democrats have launched a
of this promissory note the State must paythe ELA. rhetorically ferocious onslaught on
48 billion over a period of 20 years (the It also should be said that there is little "finance capitalism" and tHgames'they
bulk of the payments are over the first 10 or no benefit in rescheduling the Promig- play with the"real economy. The main
years). Itis assumed that, since 48 billionsory Note payments to the IBRC. If the headline in the financial dail{jandels-
is the totalamount to be repaid, the interestpayments are too great—as seems likely—blatt (7th Feb), read'SPD plans election
bill is an exorbitant 17 billion (48 — 31). the IBRC can return the surplus to thje campaign against the financial industry".
But this "interest” is paid by the State to State. If those payments are too small theThe main planks of its declared platform
another State institution (the IBRC). So State will have to fund the shortfall. include the separation of Investment from
the cost of the Promissory notes to the The only real benefit to the State would Savings Banks and Government aid for
State is revenue to another State institutiorbe if the IBRC repayments to the CBI-+{ banks only inreturn for state share-holding
(the IBRC). which acts as a proxy for the ECB—wele and"co-determination.'

The IBRC uses these promissory notesrescheduled.
to borrow ELA from the Central Bank of This might happen, but only in th¢ In France, moderate leftist Francois
Ireland (CBI). Karl Whelan estimates that context of a general rescheduling ¢f Hollande now heads the Presidential polls,
the interest costs paid by the IBRC to the Eurozone banking debt. explicitly framing his candidature in pro-
business, but anti finance-capitalism terms.
"My enemy is the world of finarigesaid

This article by Mark Langhammer, a member of the Northern Ireland Committee Hollande in his seminal Le Bourget speech,

ICTU, appeared in the Belfast NewsLetter on 17th February "We’'re being upfront saying ‘If you're a
rich individual or a rich company, yes,

Germany and the Eurozone you're going to pay more"...".

Hollande committed to tackling the
ficit through taxation rather than cuts,
hiking Capital Gains Tax; with State-
funded apprenticeships, more teachers, a

Television images are focussed on thestarted when it dismantled its founding de
flames of Athens, but is the real story thatprotectionist policies and adopted global-
we are witnessing the death throes of theist, free market financial policies at
European Union, and the start of a moreBritain’s behest. N

: . public investment bank and R&D prog-

purposeful European counter-balance to Since the collapse of Communism, - .
e o rammes aiming for growth, not austerity
Anglo-Saxon high finance? Germany has been pre-occupied in con-

Since the European Commission wasstructing first a unified German state, then
stripped of its lead role in the 1990s the the Eurozone. It now confronts choices it
EU has experienced decision-making para-hasn't faced for 70 years.
lysis. This paralysis has obliged Euro- Germany remains avibrant manufactur-
zone states towards-decision making byer, producing huge annual trade surpluses:

"enhanced co-operatidnoutside EU Its vocational education and apprentide-

structures. Notwithstanding its historic ship system is without parallel. German QPEN THE DOOR, IT'S ME
reticence and disabling war guilt, Germany domestic banking remains utilitarian, and

has asserted its place as Europe’s mosGerman society is culturally resistant {o Do it now. Listen! Open the floodgate$.
powerful nation. It moved decisively with consumer or state debt. But will they not drown. | said we wil
France to keep Britain ‘out of theroom’in  Germany banks facilitate business, like drown.

efforts to save the currency—a consciousthe Post Office sells stamps to facilitafe Let me think of something, something
effort to rebut the traditional, disruptive communication. Germany nowadays called fate. _ _ _
British "balancing powers instinct on  sembles a mercantilist economy in t eWhat was the point of going sixtegn
Europe. midst of a Free Trade area. rounds, . .

True, Germany doesn't relish trans- The Michael Lewis booBoomarang ther(\;\{g\cltes will wreck what we built tp
ferring subsidies to the less efficient south-has a fascinating chapter on how Ger ar}ngrtyrs, those sent to aboriginal land.
ern and latin economies. Neither does itbanks behaved differently abroad, naivgly| ead poisons the grave of the archited.
concede how German Eurozone tradetrusting of the City of London and Wall Tnere is no more Celtic gold to be pannéd.
benefits from the inability of other coun- Streetand engaged, no less than others, iaway with those bitter tears and join te
tries to competitively devalue. Likewise, the same financial chicanery. One imag- \yorid,

a weak euro has helped German exportsnes that Germany has learned lessons angrate-up history and send to Oxbridge
outside the Eurozone. However, indefence—as the only major country with any pecentthe land with its own flag unfurlel.
of the currency, Germany has pressed forconcept of normal banking—remains the The dye did not take. Less of the umbrage.
a fiscal compact, the outcome of which only sufficiently confident State to count@r once the ancient land of saints and scholars
may see a northern European budgetarythe untrammelled speculation originating put now youthful and led by the collar.
and taxation area. in the City and copied in Wall Street.

The EU has lost the practical idealism  So, will the German domestic bankirlg
it once developed under the tutelage ofmodel prevail throughout the eurozong?
Christian Democracy. Europe’s problems ‘Merkozy’have floated not only a Financigl

Is Europe finally awakening to an alter-
native to finance capitalist austerity? The
jury’s out, but the noises are more positive.

Wilson John Haire
14th February, 2014




—it would have put the question to the

; people and notput the people to the
The _S(_)ver_elgn People and the question” (as in the old days of judicial
Administraitors  {sic torture!).

I'm confused. Who exactly is in chargeright to decide what happens to it. We Unsurprisingly we were then made vote
of this country? | don't mean who is tasked appoint and entrust a Government throughtWice on Lisbon until we gave the response
with the day-to-day administration, but Elections to administer the country on our € Governmentand the EU wanted and it
rather, who has final say on its future behalf for the common good, much as @S become something of a running joke
direction and the way of life? In an attempt shareholders appoint a Board of Directorsthat Irish democracy consists of repeatedly
to answer this question | dusted off andto deal with the boring details of the the YOUng until you ‘get it right! Funny, but
revisited some of the founding documentsdaily running of a business. We do this /S0 painiully true.
and principles of this State. The 1916 because we have real, busy lives as share- .

Proclamation state¢,..we declare the holderswhodon'thave time togetinvolved  110Seéwhovoted for Fine Gael presum-
right of the people of Ireland to the owner- in every tiny decision made by the ‘com- @Ply did so because they believed their
ship of Ireland, and to the unfettered pany'. And they are well-paid by us for it, €l€ction promises. Enda Kenny was sup-
control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign indeed among the best-paid in the wholeP0Sed to be our Barak Obama—even down
and indefeasible...In other words, the world. Normally we let them get on with {0 Stéaling his catchphrase. He was going
people have and always will have, absoluteit, which implies consent. Nothing | can [0 P& every thing Fianna Fail had failed to
authority here and nothing can changesee however takes away from us the right?®—aStrong man, anational heroto stand
that. The minutes of the First Dail—which to decide policy'in the final appealras  UP to the bully boys in the EU. Enda
met at Mansion House on 21st Januarystated above. Kenny was supposed to go to the EU and
1919—having been elected there by an flghto_urcorner—thls was the mandate he
overwhelming majority of the Irishpeople ~ When Fine Gael leader Enda Kenny Was given.
in 1918—record the very first action of told us that he had no power to change The “cuts’—over €3 billion per year—
the Dalil as re-iterating the 1916 Proclam- decisions made by Fianna Fail, was hedmount to about half the punitive annual
ation. Though the minutes do record thattrying to tell us that the will of Fianna Fail g‘terzslt)b%n.g ngd on t}ﬁf zal?Ut.lntrOI;
the elected representatives of the Irishwas superior to the sovereign will of the uced by Brian Cowen. 1t the Taolseac
- ... managedto geteven the interest cancelled,

pgople alone have the power to mal_<e_|awqoeople?! I suppose years in OpPOSItion '+ ~Fthe current cuts would not therefore
binding on the People of Ireland, it is a must have made it look that way! It was be necessary. Maybe we should have elect-
clear reference to the previous habit of thecertainly not the message Fine Gael puted Bono instead, to preach debt forgiveness
English Westminster parliament's attemptsout when it was desperate to get our votesfor his own country as he so eloquently
to usurp this right and not an attempt to The discontent of the country with the did for Africa.
claim ultimate authority derives from the Fianna Fail leadership was palpable, and Meanwhile appropriately-named credit
Dail rather than the people. not without reason. Brian Cowen had rating agencies like Standard and Poor cut

The key point referring to sovereign offered blanket debt guarantees to ausafewnotches, the equivalentofkicking
authority coming from the people of Ire- number of banks far beyond our oblig- @ manwhen he’s down. Instead of fighting
land is also repeated under the sectiorations to sovereign debt. This latter would our corner our Government is to sell off
entitledDemocratic Programméespite  have been manageable, it was the debgur family silver and come after any re-
attempts from some quarters to arbitrarily guarantee to the banks that has since brokefaining loose change in our pockets, most
date the foundation of this State to otherus. He may have done this on good faith,of it to disappear out of the economy in
events such as the ratification of the Anglo- though it subsequently emerged the bankgepayments, driving us even further into
Irish Treaty (implying we weren't a State had been anything but honest about thedepression. The Government no longer
before then), the present Dail is the 31stintrue nature of their balance sheets. listens to those who pay its salary and
an unbroken line going back to that 1st  Firstit was our surplus public cash that from whom sovereign authority derives,
Dail of 1919. Eventhe British Government was sucked into this black hole, then buttothe unelected Troika who tell ithow
of 1921 certainly accepted this. The Irish billionsin borrowed Euros fromthe Troika. to runour country!
signatories ofthe 1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty At that point Fianna Fail were engaged in Do we have to put up with this? The
were all members of Dail Eireann and the compromising the sovereignty of the sym effect has been asifourtrusted leaders
British could not have conducted a Treaty Government—allowing the Troika to had once again played 'surrender and re-
with a Dail that did not exist. dictate our fiscal policy inreturnforloans. grant' this time with the EU rather than

In 1937 the Constitution of Ireland was At no point did it seem to enter into the Queen Elizabeth I. To hand over the nation
enactedtoreplace the @dorstatEireann  minds of either Brian Cowen or Fianna gnd receive it in return as vassals of the
Constitution. Once again, the key declar- Fail to put the question to the people inthegy. All without asking as much the by or
ation of the 1916 Proclamation remains form of a referendum, even though it was |eave of the sovereign people. Under the
intact. Article 6.1 unequivocally states: one of the most momentous decisionsg|d Gaelic order, the Tanaiste who 'sur-

“...all powers of government, legis- ever made over the fate of this country, rendered' and was 're-granted' had noright

lative, executive and judicial derive, under and the first time in its 80-year history. to do so. The land did not belong to them

Sgg' ‘:gt”e] ttrr‘]‘z ?ﬁféelsebmoesgﬁgt;@m How low we had been sunk! Not even personally by hereditary right, but to the
thefi%ala eal to decide all questions of in the darkest d_ays of the 1950s did thisqlan_. They had the use c_>f it during their
national policy...’—q—’ (my emphasis) country go cap in hand to the IMF. If the lifetime but at their death it reverted to the

] T sovereignty of the people meant anythingclan. The English colonists of course,
This Constitution is stillin force today. - to Fianna Fail—which used to make much ignored such niceties and held the scraps
So the answer seems clear enough. Thefits republican credentials untilitreduced of paper Irish Tanaiste had signed—often
'people’own this country and have the themtoasmallprintinits headed stationeryunder duress—as legal title to Ireland. In
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the same way, the actions of Fianna FailEnvironment Minister PhilHogan, without elected finance officials from another

and Fine Gael do not take away oura hint of irony, has said a boycott of the country.

sovereign authority as the people unl
we allow this to happen.

I hope we will see the beginnings
of a peaceful 'Irish Spring’ soon and we
may yet again be the example that leads to

essHousehold Charge would teedangerous
road for our democracy to travelNot as

Ifthe Government—the administrators dangerous by along shot as a Governmenthe unravelling of a tyranny as we once

we appoint—enacted a Statute tomorr

telling us we all had to walk on our hands electorate and takes its orders from un-

owthat has blocked its ears to the sovereigndid almost a century ago.
Nick Folley (February 2012)

and knees from now on, even assumi
wasn’t unconstitutional, would we [
obliged to obey it? Not as far as | can 9
if all sovereign authority in this Sta
ultimately derives from the people and

in'the final appeal’ all decisions of natiopal

policy are decided by us. Just becauss
normally consent to such Acts does
remove from us the right to disagree W
them and decide which we do not wisH
have enacted. No majority sharehold
would tolerate for long a Board of Directd
thatrefusedto listen to them. Of course

have to tell them if we do not agrge

otherwise they shall assume we do.

What do we do when a Government

refuses to listen? What mechanisms
open to us when the shepherds run
the wolves? Vote them out at the n
election? Where does that leave us w|
our elected administrators betray us

reneging on the mandate we gave them at

the time of their appointment? What G
we do when elections offer no other cho
than to be ruled by Tyrant A or Tyrant |
The only recourse, | believe, is to st

very clearly that you—the people—n

whom sovereign authority in this Stg
resides, do not consent to or desire
specific Acts and actions of this Gove

ment; a message which must reach he®

ears of your elected representative.

Our 1937 Constitution, the Declaratipn
of the First Dail in 1919, and the 1916

Proclamation all state it clearly—no wond

it
e

2eA Tribute To Conor Lynch: Jack Lane
if
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ith | wantto thank Conor's brother, Barry,  In politics we often agonise about what
to and son, Jimmy, for the invitation to say a type of society we want and what would

ersfew words. There are quite a number of the best. | suggestthat a society dominated

rs people who wanted to be here but couldby the values and beliefs that Conor had

not make it. Pat Maloney, Manus O' would be as good as you could get. It

Riordan and Annette, Pascal Ranagharwould not be perfect but | would be very

"and Tom Doherty send their apologies happy in it.

and sympathy.

are I had suggested to Conor forsometime Everyone here will remember him in

v'ththat he write a memoir about his life. But their own way, whether as father, brother,

R the was too modest to do so and that was &usband, and of course as a political

reat pity. colleague with some of us for over 40
He had an unusual and in fact a uniqueyears. A frightening thought!

tory to tell. | don't know of anyone else

N who had the same political trajectory.
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The things | remember particularly
ce about him were his physical and moral
o Asyou allknow well, Conor was avery courage.

e PErsonable, sociable, gregarious person Anyone who volunteerstojoinanarmy,
and could adapt to any situation and to getgoes on active service, pays the price and
te ON with all sorts of people. survives is courageous—whether or not
the He had one annoying habit—he could you agree with the army concerned. | have
n. suddenly disappear for periods—that seen people being amazed at this aspect of
thecould be weeks, months or even years andhim and it seemed so out of character with
reappear just as suddenly and carry on ashe person they had come to know.
L, if he had just gone to the loo. He would be Someone said in amazement—'but Conor
|6 surprised if you asked him where he hadwouldn't hurt a fly'. Which is true.

or been. Ihave had phone calls from him, out  But much moreimportant, he had moral
t of the blue, from Spain, New York, Gaza, courage, the courage to change his views

our Government / administrators want to

downgrade history as a subjectin scho

If they persist, they do so then without gur

sovereign consent, which | am guess

must be unlawful. While some may tefm
this 'civil disobedience' the question has

to be asked ‘how can it be civil disobe
ence for a sovereign people to assert t

authority and remind their appointgd

administrators of whois really in author
in this country?' The disobedience
actually on the part of our Governmer

administraitors {sic} who have stoppg¢d

doing what they’ve been instructed to
by the sovereign people.

How ironic that the 1916 Proclamati
—ofwhichthe 100th anniversary is rapid
approaching—contains the stark remin
that"...the right of the Irish people ...
be sovereign and indefeasible... can{n
be extinguished except by the destruc

Syria and elsewhere. on issues—to face up to painful realities,
" Thatis why his death came as a surprisefo explain and say so—loudly—and carry
ings | and others thought he was on anotheon. Which he did a number of times on

of his sojourns over the Xmas period. He different issues in different contexts.
was free spirit—a rolling stone—almost
i literally.

DS

Like allin politics he had plenty failures
but they never got him down—it just
He had an easy-going demeanour butopened a new road for him—there was a
y this could be deceptive. lesson to be learned and you carry on. He
He had very strong feelings, convictions would pick himself up and get on with it.
t ; @nd qualities—and he always wanted toHe had a natural never-say-die attitude.
| 4 do something about those convictions—

heir
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o Write, organize, publish, agitate or what- ~ As he never published anything about
ever. He could not just contemplate life himself, itis left to us who knew him to do

for verylong. Probably he had done enoughso and we will do so. That will be our

DN of that during 7 years in Wakefield Prison tribute to him. He will become known to

ly which has the incongruous address ofothers and his contributions will live on.

ferLove Lane, Wakefield. Even that did not So watch this space.

0 prevent him from writing and debating

ot}with people on the outside though | am  Thanks to the family for this ceremony
ionsure he broke several prison rules in doingand to Niall Cusack for being the perfect

ofthe Irish people'ln short, it's up to you.

Sso. M C and thank you all for coming.



truth of it emerged to us all in Dublin,
Conorimmediately and completely threw
himself into the cause of being Pat's mind-
Conor er. Patwanted this: the medical profession,
A friend and a colleague—a comrade  As a result | think Conor was at home he felt, up to then had let him down and he
since the 1970s—a long time; in which anywhere he went. Paul Young used towanted to control his own destiny wherever
the life of political struggle bleeds into have a song calledWherever | lay my it might be with someone he could trust.
personal friendship of shared experienceshat, that's my home'Conor had thatkind That was Conor, as it happened. And, as
not inevitably, but in Conor's case, very of soul about him. Wherever his curiosity, it happened, it nearly came unstuck as
much so: Raising afamily; being a father; his generosity, his commitment landed— things got more difficult very quickly.
being a husband; being an ex-husband| ondon, Spain, the Middle East, he formed Here ye had two soldiers; one the officer;
although never being an ex-father. We area kind of family. one the volunteer. The pesky redskins
all different people but sometimes on | always thought he had a talent as awere everywhere, firing arrows from all
similar personal journeys. travel writer. He had a knack of reporting directions and ammunition was running
Conorwas always talking and network- ordinary everyday people and places whichout fast. A messy ending was in sight until
ing with me about his own family, Jimmy, held your attention in a fresh way. He John Wayne in the guise of one Maria
Alex and Lileth. Conor was always on actually wrote a piece recently in this vein Tyrell rode over the hill with her Larkin
Jimmy's case, now out in Barcelona. |on Dublin in the midst of our economic Centre Cavalry to save the day and allow
remember Alex and his family staying at crisis and | was saying as | read it—yeah, Pat to take command of the situation and
my place onetime. | still have a memento yeah, yeah, so, so, so and so what, becausend his days as a true Roman-style Repub-
from that visit, hanging around the house. there seemed to be no expected politicallican with all his friends around him in an
Believe it or not, a baby's soother-dummy context to it—and then | just realised extraordinary positive experience for him
(which gets queer comments fromvisiting Conor was enjoying himself, expressing in the Blackrock Hospice and the Raheny
female friends). Conor wanted to show himself and this thing spoke for itself. He Hospice. All the time in this drama Conor
Alex some of his Irish roots. I'm still had the ability to surprise you in that way. was central toit. He sacrificed himself for

Malachi Lawless paid the following tribute to Conor at his Cremation Ceremony

trying to plug my own sons into their Irish Pat. In so doing, he acted as a Republican
roots—and they were raised in Dublin!  Family was everything to Conor. | inthattradition of sacrifice, notin a dram-
Conor and me shared all that stuff. never knew him to stop talking about his atic way, but way out of his comfort zone,

_ own father. He was a big man in Conor'sselflessly pushing himself to do the right
_ Ifthelr'e was an apt nickname for Conor life. Conor's outstanding trait was loyalty thing. But it took its toll. That was 2009.
it was "The Man From God Knows _ 5 a1y 1o the tradition represented by ~ But then he bounced back from his
Where—although he °”'¥ had to0 Open ;s tathers life. Conor carried on that health setbacks. He was full of plans for
his mouth and he couldn't be from any- »ition in his own way politically. Pad- the future, outside of work for theish
where else but CQRK—buqy! Butthen— raig Pearse talks in his works of the politics Political Revievand Athol Street. Himself
shock Horror—like Charhe'Haughey, of sacrifice. The bond between Conorandand Dave Fennell and others went on
there was no where he wasn't from.  On€q tather, | think, is an example today of hollers most Summers down to Kerry and
time he confessed to me that e wasy, | think Conor in his own way, in the real Ireland of West and North Cork.
actually abubl Ah here, | says, pull the Athol Street, was bearing witness to that

other one. No, he says, he was brought U jition, part of Belfast, Dublin, London,  He had don his physical odd-job stintin
for awhile n Dublin—the real Dublin, On, Cork and Derry, an effort to keep alive a Spain. He had walked the Pilgrimage
the Northside. Well', | says, then theresﬂag of freedom, both in Britain and in Route of the no trendy Camp de Compo-
hopg for ye yet, yere a true_ son of thelreland—a tall order. stella in N. Spain. He planned to walk
Capital City of Ireland—Dublin. with Mick Murray across the Southern

Right up to a month or so ago, Conor Counties of Ireland in the conviction that
The Ceremony was robustly pursuing his little piece of the only way to know a place is to walk it,
Niall Cusack hosted the Commemof- that jigsaw—reporting for thigish Poli-  not drive around it. He was a bit of a bull
ation Ceremony. The following musi¢ tical Reviewmonthly journal an account when he tied on his walking boots, fags or
and poems featured: of record of developments on the groundno fags. Conor could walk the walk.
in Northern Ireland—as he sawitreported He lived coming down to Bray, where
Music in the media and elsewhere, so as to cut live. | was always trying to get him to
1. Nioclas Téibin sang6thar Chluain | through the spin and waffle, if possible. relocate to Dublin and to change hisimage,
Meala When he stuck to reporting he did that job for the sake of his social life.
2. Aine Ui Cheallaigh sarg@eoladhna| well. There's another debt we owe him.  Conorwas definitely going to adopt the
nGamhna And there were many others impossible toAntrim Hurling teak and go to GAA
3. Aoife ni Fhearraigh sangrchnoc | repay, but important to acknowledge.  Matches in Casement Park. But no, Athol
Chéin Mhic Cainte ) Street was his Bear na Baol, he wasn't
4. Kid Ory of New Orleans sang anfl _ On maturg reflectlor_l, Conor's whole moving anywhere.
played,Oh Didn't He Ramble. life, pgrsonahty, ggts,grltanq selflessness . .
came into focus with his totalinvolvement | met him for the last time about a
Pocis and commitment to Pat Murphy's terminal month or so ago, at Pat Murphy’s sister's
1. Niall Cusack read Patrick Pearsg's/ness only three years. funeral in Dublin. He growled at me,
The Eool Life has a habit of surprising us, for "Mal, we're getting old". "Speak for
2. Niall Cusack read Piaras Mak better or worse, and filling us with un- lygurtsheli"bl fnappeg back. I; was al;/vays
™ certainty, despite our best laid plans. Soitlike that between Conor and me. [ was
Gearail'sRosc Catha na Mumhan. was with Pat Murphy's illness. When the giving him a lift back from Glasnevin
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Cemetery to Connolly Train Station. | robust friend; sad that there was nolre Septic_tank
pulled in my car too quickly and there was such as Maria Tyrell of the Larkin Centfe ~ The entry gives an account of how
a ferocious bump of my passenger-sidein Belfast, on hand, to step in and sort hjmmodern lifestyles have aspects unsuited—
tyre against the kerb. Normally Conor out. Of course | know that isn't, or wasr{t, like the type of detergents used by many
would let out a string of curses, laugh at realistic. But then Conor was never re@l- people.
the so-called skills of Dublin drivers. Not istic about himself either—too genero]:s There do seem to be unnecessary
thistime. He was distressed by the physicalo a fault. That's of course, why he achieyed(pollution) side effects from the use of
shock, and wobbled down the road on hisso much, challenging himself and othgrs septic tanks in rural Ireland. This suggests
way. | put no more pass on it at the time. until his bit of elastic broke in the end.| that users need to understand the techno-
He always snapped out of these relapses. logy they are deploying and its limitations.
Not this time round, as it turns out. But he kept the faith—the Fenian Faith, Inspection is a necessary aspect of the
and in his small way helped keep it alije regime and is a feature, it would seem,
I'm sad and shocked at the demise of an others. everywhere else. It may also be said that

urban waste processing is not without
problems in Ireland—even after the very
large sums of money spent since roughly
; the 1980s on building urban systems (the
The Septlc Tank funding to avery significant extentcoming

. ) . through Brussels). The sorry saga of the
Frank McDonald, Environment Editor deploying a technology that makes the Ringsend works is by now legend through-

of thelrish Timeswrote a diatribe against tank function as an anaerobic biodigester,out Dublin in terms of the delays in its
people living in the country on 25th reducing the waste to a dry solid that construction, the budget overruns and the
February, titledSeptic Tank Hype Veils requires to be periodically removed and agreadful environmental impact for the
Public Subsidy To Rural Dwellersl quuidthatmaybedischargedtoa'drainingIargeWorking class communities adjacent
consider the thing a quite egregious exer-field' where it is leached back into the o \\orks as the engineers figured out
cise and here is why. ecosystem. There are variations on the, . 1o use the technology after commis-
"At least 450,000 tanks discharging system—for example the tank may be sioning the works.
250 million litres of effluent daily is simply - split into two chambers, one undertaking  |1o1e is a link to a leaflet from some
not sustainable'wrote Frank McDonald. — aprimary digestion process withthe liquid | i outfit giving some basic information
This conjures up visions of hundreds of flowingintothe second chamberforfurther deployment of septic tanks.
millions of sewage flowing anywhere but filtering and settlement. It is an ancient http:/fwww.biofuture.iefuploads/
into a public waste system: over fields, technology still very widely used around image' pdf117.9505021.p6f
into back gardens, into rivers and streamsthe world, including in urban settings. -
Sewage, sewage everywhere. This leaflet states thélt is estimated
| was fascinated by Conor's departurethat there are 400,000 septic tanks in
Actually nothing could be further from into science and technology: he was |reland. These treat the effluentfrom 1.2m
the truth and | would hazard that the thoroughly expertonitand this was basedpeople and deal with 230m litres per day."
nightmare imagery is intentionally provok- on practical experience—he used to 'look
ed by the writer. | am not a 'ruralite’, if | after'aseptictankin Spain. The technology McDonald ends his piece as he began:
might coin a word, very far from it. My worked well in Spain as everyone knew "What figures are available indicate that
instinct also is to favour licensing and how it functioned and its limitations. at least 250 million litres of effluent are
inspection of septic tanks—and planning  One point he did emphasize—one of discharged by the 450,000 homes with
permissions. | favour inspections becausethe critical problems in the deployment of septic tanks every dayHe then concludes
people can abuse or not properly maintainseptic tanks was the need to understandand that's simply not sustainable."
a facility—or understand its limitations. that it is a biodigester and in this regard | don'twanthere tofocus onthe differing
Permits are also important as proposedmany aspects of modern life are unsuited estimates but on something else, the use of
structure and location may also be critical For example many washing detergent5|anguage_ McDonald writes of hundreds
to the proper working of the technology. and therefore the waste from washing of millions of litres of effluendlischarged
The same applies to public sewer andhachines may disrupt the biological byhomes with septic tanks, conjuring up
waste water systems—whether fordomes{processes. Thus in Spain one founda countryside awash with sewage. Ciaran
tic or commercial waste. separate communal wash areas in villagessillen on the other hand writes of septic
with the waste water separately dealtwith.tanks'... that treat the effluent from ...”
I remember the late Conor Lynch, only I found this intriguing as it explained a every day. This conveys a very different
a matter of months ago, explaining what phenomenon | had seen in hill and understanding of what is happening. In
septic tanks were in scientific terms. We mountain villages and hamlets in Portugal this formulatioreffluent is being treated—
were discussing the very issue with which—the communal areas and associatechowever effectively is a matter for inspect-
McDonald is concerned: the proposed ponds or tanks. | quite accept that suchjon as indeed it is also in the case of the
regime for septic tanks and the activities communal dimensions to life are pleasantmany town works that have been installed
of Fianna Fail and in particular dev Og's indeed in Mediterranean climes and quitein Ireland over the last 25 to 30 years.
campaign for rural revolution. another matter at the westernmost tip of
The point about a septic tank is that it Mayo in mid-winter. To my mind McDonald is playing to
does NOT generate vast amounts of sew- There is quite a fascinating and to me prejudice, stirring misunderstanding and
age: it is a waste-processing technology.comprehensive entry on septic tanks inpassing himself off as some kind of
In essence the tank traps or collects andWikipedia, here: ‘objective’ 'expert'.
stores the waste but in a fashion and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Feargus O Raghallaigh




Elizabeth Bowen's Selected Irish Writings
Reviews of the book and an account of its Launch by Mary Leland.

Elizabeth Bowen In The Limelight

Before | write about the launch of this did not in the least phase them if he was Patricia Craig,

Bowen's Court, with the rather witty
caption'Home on the Range' Elizabeth
Bowen in 1962'How this was achieved |
don't know as both Bowen had sold the
house in 1959 and it was already
demolished.

, Ed. by Eibhear Walshe.

who wrote the review,

book, it is imperative that | look at the also pro-British, Bowen herselfwas careful did a rather better job of it than did Mary
reviews and also say something aboutto qualify such observations according to| ojand in thdrish Examinerbut the bar

what | wrote about Walshe's methods in Fisk:

last month'drish Political Review It is
usual scholarly procedure to use the
endnotes/bibliography to source the refer-
ences contained in the book and | have
guestions about the way Eibhear Walshe
did this in reference to Bowen's Wartime
Reports. Walshe wrote in his 'Notes and
References' about Chapter 2, which he
called 'Wartime Geography 1940-1945'
in Note 2:"| am grateful to the National
Archives, London, for assistance in tracing
these reports.’And this begs a question
for me as to why he then used the
publication page of all places for sourcing
copyright ownership to!The National

Archives of the UK for reports FO oo/ Dillon to be perceived and the media an
academia were fully on board. Thiesh

. ; Times 16th October 1999, carried a picture
the Ministry of Information but, as Ireland of Senator Manning with John B?uton Ireland... that is quintessentially Bowen

4 leader of Fine Gael, at the launch of theterrain®. While C':raig expresses admir-
biography in the National Museum with ation for Walshe's work here, she is justly

the great and the good of the Fine Gaelright in saying thata lot of its inclusions

310'.We all know that Bowen worked for

had Dominion status, her secret reports
were all classified by the Public Recor
Office Reference a®O 130/38etc.

However, somehow, some of them were

declassified and passed as FO 800/310—Party. In that day'srish Timesas well, . .
P there was a huge picture devoted to James' he Mulberry Tree' of 1986 or Bowen's

Dillon and his wife and there was a review OWn collectionthatappeared in'Collected
of the book by Donal McCartney under a Impressions' and 'Afterthought'...Tt

¢ block heading oA Decent PatriatUnder '
the review we were told that Donal Mc doesn't know that Alan Hepburn has

Cartney is Emeritus Professor of Modern published literally all of Elizabeth Bowen's

Irish History at University College Dublin. : ' :
here was no mention of Bowen nor her "€ViEWs, essays, critical analysis of drama,

which is how Robert Fisk in his bodk
Time of War, Ireland, Ulster and the price
of Neutrality 1939-45(published in
hardback by the University o
Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphiain 1983)
referenced them.

The Aubane Historical Society publish-
ed allthe extantreleased Reports of Bowe
in their book Elizabeth Bowen: Notes o

Eire in 1999 with the addendum that if 9Y€
other Reports became available then the)f

too would be published as and when they!

became available by being made declassi-

fied by the UK Government. | do not
understand why Eibhear Walshe simply

did not use these published accounts buflzodnsc(ijence of this country for 30 years"
ndeed.

felt he had to go to London himself, as he
stated in his 'Acknowledgements’, by
availing of a grant from the University
College Cork Arts Faculty Research Fun
—in other words, on the tax payer's money
despite these straitened times. And th
he only reproduceiive Reports—all from

phrase from a colleague on the Irish Poli-
tical Review

There is just one other thing that
would like to clear up and that is whether
Bowen called James Dillota fascist'
While the British knew of his politics

Dillon as "potentially demagogic"this

biographyJames Dillonin 1999, which g
was published by Wolfhound Press, where she had been so happy with her
Dublin, with a front-cover blurb by Garret mother. JH)

FitzGerald calling him!Ireland's fore- ¢
most parliamentarian‘there had been a Place of profound influence on her
see-saw change in how Fine Gael wantedmagination—could not be excluded from

T
n
n astute assessments of tgeeat man"in

another Fine Gael Minister Alan Shatter
d TD—who actually runs two full Minister-
ial Departments, Defence and Justice—
er’@s again has gone on record as saying
Irish neutrality wasmoral bankruptcy;'
1942. It just does not stack up—to use 550 nothing new there for that particularly
oh-so-democratic parliamentary party.
With its antecedents—it is running true to
| form.

Elizabeth Bowen, which was reviewed on
the 3rd September 2011Tihe Irish Times

from Irish sources who had come toregardwith a half page photograph of Bowen
with a horse and cart in the field in front of

. isn't high here really. Craig avows for
"l have heard Mr. Dillon labelled a " : :
Fascist—which is | am afraid is at least BOWEN that'lreland had to fight it out

partly true... He showed a truer sense With the Kentish coastal towns where she
than most Irishmen of the British livedwith her mother during the five years
mentality... In his most morbid interest preceding Florence Bowen's deathin 1912
in Hitler's personality he struck me as and to which she returned in old age"

following a private bent of his own..." (Actually Bowen was back in Oxford

(Bowen to Dominion's Office 9.11.40.) immediately after the sale of Bowen's
When Maurice Manning wrote his Court in 1959 and though she travelled a
lot she had settled back in the former area,

Craig also says thdtondon—as a

gthe picture either"And Craig again gets
it right when she suggests that it was the
Ireland of the Big Housé'Ascendancy

are available elsewhere—in Hermione Lee's

seems from these comments that Craig

published and unpublished work, i.e.

film etc., including Forewords and other
stion. Peter Barry, a former Minister stuff that she felt didn't merit publication.

or Foreign Affairs for Fine Gael, did And of course Bowen herself fell victim
another laudatory review of Manning's ©f the wartime censorship that hugely

biography inThe Sunday Business Post prevailed in England (much more severe
7th October 1999 in which he claimed thatitever was in Ireland). When she was

that James Dillofwas in many ways the PreparingLondon, 1940

"Bowen cancelled the passage about
the democratic levelling that wartime
fighting created. The censor, moreover,
cut passages from the essay. Perhaps as a
consequence of the censor's disapproval,
Bowen moderated her apocalyptic tone;
the direness of the situation had led her to
false prophecies. The “people's war” did
not create revolution, nor even the possib-
ility of revolution. Bowen's comments
about democracy emerge from a specific
context. Because the government passed
the Emergency Powers (Defence) Actin
May 1940, democracy per se did not
obtain in Great Britain during the war.
Martial Law had—after all in effect been
declared."(Hepburn, edPeople, Places,
Things, Essays by Elizabeth Bowen
Edinburgh Press. 2008. The "government"
is the British governmentin this quotation.)
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Of course it was only recently that

Back now to Eibhear Walshe's book on
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Craig allows that her Reports were
"workmanlike, an undertaking far remov-
ed from any literary purpose, and it shows".
Most people who have read the Reports
find the language freed from the stylistic
gymnastic of her fiction almost a revel-

like Bowen's own constant allusions to
“Eire"—Eire this and Eire that—which

only soundsright if you're speaking Irish.
It's a relief when she reverts to “Ireland”

or “the Irish Republic”.

Charles McQuaid and others did not know
she was reporting their conversations."

And then Leland speculates that, if her
confidantes knew she was spying (Leland

Mary Leland reviewed the book in the cannotbring herselfto say the latter word)

ation. | contend that Boweeadpeople  Irish Examiner 1st October 2011—the —would they have been more forthc-
well and that in itself is a gift. She nailed very day that she launched it in Fota oming? WellMary—we'lineverknow for
James Dillon rather brilliantly, and of House. Again there is a half-page spreadsure now—uwillwe? From the rest of what
course the great Archbishop John Charlesvith a small photo of Elizabeth Bowen Leland says I know a lot of what follows
McQuaid—who of course saw through Whenshe lecturedin UCCin1953. Lelandis from Robert Fisk and this is what |
her. He probably didn't need a tip-offfrom reviews this in a rather hashed up way bysuspected even when reading Eibhear
Joseph Walsh—whom Bowen called quoting what Walshe promised to do andWalshe's mtroduptlon. L_eland's remark
rather immoderatelya spoilt Jesuit ~allowing that he actually did it. Really? about James Dillon's infamous Dail
priest". In my opinion, there was nothing There is a block quote of the Walshe ;peech,where he denounced Irish neytral-
"spoilt" about the brilliant Joseph Walsh theory that: ity and which—because of censorship—
who served Ireland so well in this critical "Elizabeth Bowen had believed thatby Was related by the Press"asremark on

period. Craig, as a Catholic herself, gives
the usual tosh about His Grace, the
Archbishop stating:

"She doesn't baulk at taking afternoon

class and inheritance she occupied anthe pig situationbpened up Fisk's account.
ideological middle-ground between the But Fisk went on to explain that, such was
British and the Irish which enabled herto Dillon's fury at its suppression by Frank
mediatebetween Ireland and Britain™.  aAjken, Minister for External Affairs, that

tea with the egregious Archbishop (as Cold clinical spying as asortmiediation? ~ he went ahead with his threat and had it
recounted in a wartime Report)—an What paralyses the critical facultytbbse ~ and other speeches published in pamphlet
intriguing occasion, one feels, with both pepple when they are talking such utterform. Aiken wanted to seize them but it
ofthemmoderate Protestantampant s si® Does the very mention of the Big Was—according to Robert Fisk—"that
cleri, on their best behaviour, andtopics o and the Angio-Irish render them only by de Valera's personal decision that
of conversation ranging from "mystical unfit for anything other than abject forelock prevented its suppressiorirhe head of
visions” to the need to teach Irishwomen " .
how to cook”. tugging? Leland allows Walshe get away the British Legation, Maffey, played a
L with his speculation that Bowen suffered dirty game with James Dillon, seeing him
How dare Craig misrepresent what ,\ orthe burdened nature of her "constantly'and exciting himtoevermore
occurred in this encounter which is docu- heritage” war-like sentiments whichvere music to
mented by Bowen in her Reports? She g, en was tough and would never the ears of the British War Cabinetwho in
needed an excuse to meet the ArChbiSho%ccept that her heritage was in any way aApril 1941 even considered inviting him
and from his many Protestant friends, ,, qen she would be outraged at suchover to London". Ittook Bowen's cool eye
Professor Constantia Maxwell of Trinity g, And then we have Leland fanning to spotin Dillon something else altogether:

College Dublin got her in on the false o seif \ith the utterance’Ah, those "he is very much disliked, and | must

premise that Bowen wzi!mterested In reports, those paymentsleland goes say that, though liking him very much
somgl _work and cookery"”. After allThe . personally, | see why. He holds some
municipal school of cookery on the north "Yet her understanding of that “unique ~ views which even | distrust, and which
side of Dublin he {the Archbishop} strongly  class position” lends a wishful quality to ~ are abhorrentto many Irish people whose
supports, and she pretended that she her essays on Ireland, a qualityntra- integrity | respect”.
wanted to visit it—but it was closed for %}lt:y_ hﬁ(trﬁatr?e?t of Irltlaland andthe  Apqshe notes finally that James Dillon
i i i nglo-Irish in her fiction... ) ;
:Eg R?élﬁ;i?:gam’ according to Bowen, "?n this debate, distorted as it has beenVas S€en by fellow Irish people‘asvar-
pwantedthe Irishwomanto ' © = oo " ted Monger who well might lead them into
learn from the French style of cooking: y 'ater cecarations of exaggerate "and i ;
o ; _ outrage, Walshe provides a context of war" and it soon became obvious that he
He is an enthusiast on the subject of  jmmediacy:“Itwas principally aresponse had"no serious popular following"
France; has lived there, and has many 1o the catastrophic situation for Britain  Fisk allows that in 1940 there were—
French friends. The greater part of our  following the fall of France”. “As Robert "massive public demonstrations in
conversation was, in fact, about France."  Fisk has noted, Bowen, like otherwriters  n,,jin in favour of neutrality, rallies that
Of course he spoke French fluently, as ~ 0bserving Dublin in the winter of 1940, 1,34 heen attended not only by Irish minis-
well as ltalian, and Bowen found herself ~ WaS ‘struck by the Irish predilection for oo ¢ by Cosgrave and Norton who
in a sticky wicket as she—though liking

ignoring the ideology of the war™." stood together with de Valera to show
- . . their solidarity with the Government's
o e o oo it | ol e o o i whet "
g regreg precisely was th&ideology of the war
and’rampant’and that is just scandalous iy the \rish had a predilection forignor- ~ Mary Leland goes on to talk in her
bigotry—plain and simple. As Bowen ing? And why would Bowen bother with review aboutexaggerated outragesver
went on to state: engaging in some kind dfdeological” the Bowen War Reports and Walshe
"I was aware that the Archbishop was gance in the middle ground—even suppos-SPeculated about somethifigrking in
being both courteous and diplomatic, he i it eer existed outside of Walshe's ideathe fields of North Corkand | think we
View i any mater we alked about .~ €7 Leland goes on by siating:  can all agree that the other unsayable
Craig found two constant irritants in ‘That these reports could be termed .
betrayal stems from the fact that her Irish ) .
Walshe's work. friends and the people she interviewed, The book launch by Cork University
"l wish he would stop calling Bowen's  from James Dillon (whom she totally Presswas, as | said, in Fota House and the
novels and stories her “fictive writings” misunderstood) to Archbishop John publisher told us how lucky we were to be



in such magnificent surroundings whigh byterian prejudice to Save Ulster (and years later, during my Strasbourg case,
were rather perfect given the Bowen cpn-the World) from Sodomy!'This "emb-  the Cardinal Archbishop of Armagh,
nection. We were provided with tea/coffee race"is the reason invoked for the Presid- Tomas O Fiaich, endorsed the British
and rather lovely in-house baked biscuits.ent declining to seek clemency for Case-Government's attempt to maintain the
In all, there were about a hundred pedplement from the British Government. He Cfiminalisation of homosexual men in
present. Then Professor Patricia Cougllariater states it was obvious thi&resident Northern 'fe'a’.‘d- One could_b_e per mitted
said a few more pleasant words abputWilson's raw-nerve of pure-and-simple to ask Manus i lr'Sh Cathohmsm_ s also
. i i _ homophobic or simply paedophiliac?
Eibhear whom she k_new to be a kind ndUIsterPrc_asbytenan homophobiahadbeen 11 British Ambassador in Washing-
generous colleague in the School of Epg-touched in July 1916". ton, Sir Cecil Spring Rice, sympathetic to
lish. Mary Leland stepped in front of the  Itis anachronistic and itself religiously clemency for Casement but stymied by
crowd and seemed to be at ease \ithprejudiced to suggest President WilsonlLondon, perhaps started this prejudice
everyone, thanking us all for coming and and Ulster Presbyterians were suffusedagainst President Wilson. Brian Inglis in
saying how honoured she was to be [thewith a peculiar homophobia at the time, his biography quotes him sayingfhe
person asked to launch this edifedone it is implied which lingered on until President is by descent an Orangeman
collection ofElizabeth Bowen's Selected my Strasbourg case 60 years Irclter—anoa_nd by edl_Jcauon ??l P_resbyterlaraiddm_g
Irish Writings. Dr. lan Paisley's and Peter Robinson'siS 0wn view thatWilson's sympathies
Julianne Herlihy © unsuccessfulSave Ulster from Sodomy" were with the allies, and with Ulster
S (p357).
campaign in the 1970s.

S : The Ambassador's opinion carried no
The prejudice againsthomosexuals was, ey sation of homophobia (although the

in Casement's time universal. Next 0 yord had not then been coined nor when
nobody, except some advanced Liberalsmgns wrote). Spring-Rice was from a

Reply by Jeff Dudgeon To Manus O' Rior- ~ were other than utterly condemnatory. It Limerick background and had a cousin,
dan's Articles On James Larkin In Irish  is plaintoo thatthe longstanding campaignMary Spring Rice, involved with Case-

Political Review(October, December 2011)  py Catholic nationalists and Republicans ment in the 1914 Howth gunrunning. She
to deny the authenticity of Casementswas famously photographed beside
Black Diaries was entirely motivated by a ammunition boxes andrifles onthe Asgard

The 1934 Larkin horror of the hero patriot being revealed With Mrs. Erskine Childers. The Ambas-
sador probably retained a certain sympathy

Affidavit: A Comment asda htc_)m(l)sexutgl and as engaging irt, "\ e Rule and a concomitant anta-
sodomitical practices. gonism to Ulster,

Manus O'Riordan, in hisish Political 1 "® 2T Ofihe Arehbishop of Gan- ™ wianus's view however probably says
Revievarticle, 'The 1934 Larkin Affidavit' erbury, Dr. Rancall Daviason, 1S a rar€ more about his own prejudices regarding
(Part|, October, pp. 21-25), attacks JameSxample in 1916 of atleasta compassionat@Jister Presbyterians than about homophobia.

attitude to gays. The Archbishop, like

to American commercial lawyers in 1934 others, firgt tried to prpmote the insgnity On the main topic, attributing Lark_in's
This named many of those involved, 2r9umentin orderto bring aboutareprieve.behaviour (and his lapse from socialist
) , : ARG ' He wrote, virtue) in providing this affidavit to a
including Irish socialists, in German sabo- = “u 5 cementis now guilty inthe vicious  Prolonged nervous breakdown dsevere
tage operations in the US and Canada in 4y alleged it may be taken as further depressionis unconvincing and eviden-
1915-17. This collaboration is described  evidence of his having become mentally tially lacking.
as unconscionable, indeed reprehensible, unhinged. | have to do pretty frequently | would argue the view, one Manus
something never before noticed. with problems of vice of that sort, and | discounts, that it is much more likely it

| was then criticised, in passing, for ~ Supposeit isindisputablethatsome.tir.nesyvas the _involvement of Franz von Papen
having suggested in my Casement book & men'gal upset takgs the shape of viciousin th_e'H|tIer government that prompted
that it was Casement's contribution to this  2eHaviour, especially of an unnatural Larkin's statement, particularly as it was

sabotage (it comprised some one hundred ind." not then a police matter but a commercial

bombings and arson attacks), more than As | wrote, "Dr Davidson being an compensatlc_)n CI?]Im' p he G

his diaries, that ensured no interventionAnglican would have, as he said, more an-lﬁ' WmitSt ha} yo\r/lv aﬁ-e”'té,ngd o

by President Woodrow Wilson to save €xperience ofthe subjectthile he exhib- nmoar;];nr:(; ?rrwyt?\eaf]:ule I?ngse;(n?osion on

him from execution. ited due Chnstl_an charity say|_ng0ne '‘Black Tom' Island il‘)l/NeW Yorkaarbour"
Manus asserted (p21here is not the feels that an incident such as this sends usB

: nor was he evéaccused of complicity in
slightest evidence that Wilson had anygggosgyrg(gﬁffﬂ?g%ég? is really all we that act" (Part Il, December 2011From

awareness in 1916 of Casement's name e was to make a final plea to the Lord SiN9 Sing to Sing and Sipg19-23).
cropping up in association with German Chancellor two days before the execution, .Th's IS Repybllc_an-llawyer argument-
sabotage operations$o doubting my and in a last artful throw tried to turn the 210N Nnot an historian’s assessment. It is
flgmboyantclam...thatW|Isonsrefgsal circulation of the diaries to CasementS™£—=sth Bowen: "Notes On Eire".
tointervene on behalf of Casement's life... advantage. He adduced the fear that pegple . : .
. . : . Espionage Reports To Winston Churchill,
was primarily due to knowledge of the in America and Ireland would make S .
; ischi ital of th ti 1940-42; With an extended Review [of
contents of intercepts that had yet to beMISChIevous capital or the execution : I
. N . Irish Neutrality in World War 2 by
decoded". It is thus Manus's case that far more so if they could (as they Jack LaneandBrendan Clifford
Wilson's only reason for silence was would) spin atale to the effect... that th

homophobia—not American interests. auth?ritiqs fhad beentprivytk())thtettr:umpin| Fourth edition with extra items .
Afteracomplimentto me, Manusindic- up of an Infamous story about Ihe mar| S

- : A - 296pp.  2009.
- immorality, an accusation with which h¢
ated surprise that | shoulthttempt to y

Al : ) had never been confronted."” 020, £15.
minimise President Woodrow Wilson's https:// tholbook |
wholehearted embrace of the Ulster Pres-  In contrast, it is worth noting that sixt pS-lIwww.atholooks-sales.org

To be continued in next month's
Irish Political Review

Larkin at length for an affidavit he made

«Q D
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unworldly not to assume von Papen wasPresbyterian stock.

involved in long-planned acts of sabotage He also asserts, as stated eattiegre
since he was expelled six months earlier,is not the slightest evidence that Wils
being properlyaccused by the US govern- had any awareness in 1916 of Caseme

ment of complicity in a plan to blow up US name cropping up in association with

railroad lines".

It is most likely that Larkin was of the
view that the German National Socialist € decoded(Part |, October, p22).
Governmentwas a great threatto socialism lam gfra|d th'.s’ will notdo. Itis accepte
and that his affidavitvas given in"an that British Intelligence decoded the cab

anti-Nazi context"The affidavit came in

1934, a year after von Papen becameEmbassy, for one, and in sufficient time
Hitler's deputy and Vice-Chancellor of 2cton them. Why they often failed to 3

German sabotage operationgartly, as
the intercepts which | quotétiad yet to

going to and from Germany's Washingtpn

A Response

In the absence of a comment from
Manus O'Riordan, | will say something
about this article from Jeffrey Dudgeon

d MBE, and bring my exchange of views
ESwith him to an end. MBEs have never
A been to my taste. | can see no point in
o ) i .

ot discussing anything with somebody who

O

Nazi Germany. is another question.

Although he left government after the . When | mentioned that it is uncle
1934 executions during and around the
Night of the Long Knivesd the extinction
of German democracy, von Papen did not

joins an Order dedicated to the British
r Empire, inresponse to aninvitation extend-

"when these messages were decrypted" ed to him for services rendered. But that
was not suggesting it happened long aftershould not concern him unduly. The big
the event, rather that it was unclear whichbattalions of the Dublin media are all on

leave power. He became Ambassador inday they were decrypted and indeed whohis side, both with regard to the Empire

Vienna until the 1938Anschlusswith

was told, when, of their contents. | did and to the presentation of the history of

Austria, and was then posted to Ankara toPiNt out that London, through decryp§s, |ish Independence as a Catholic sectarian

the key post of Ambassador to Turkey. :

Franz von Papen was therefore at theP€fore it happened.
centre of the Nazi operation for more than
a decade. He was far from uncomplicit in
the events of that period, especially in the
1930s. Larkin could have done no other2d gone over to the Germans after
than assume he was part of Hitler's systemSt&y in America and his 1914 contag
indeed an enthusiastic supporter. He wagith von Papen, itwas hardly remarkak
certainly privy to most of its crimes, to assume he had conspiratorial conng

endorsing the regime with his presencelOns With both German diplomats ar
until he left office in 1944—despite Irish revolutionaries. British decrypt

acquittal at Nuremberg of the specific "@ming Casement however were note
charge ofcrimes against peace” necessary for a case as the US ha

Manus writes;Nor can any amount o
either foresight or hindsight justify Larkin
fingering' von Papen in 1934 for conspir- - 1pg regjity is that on Tuesday 18 Ap
acy tocommitmurder inthe US@artll, 1916 the Americans raided the offices

p. 20). | hope if I was in Larkin's position \yqif von Igel, a German diplomat ma

| would have fingered von Papen. Presenty orading as a an advertising executive
sight of him as Hitler's deputy would have New York. and gathered up a cache

Wilson was unaware of Casement's na
cropping up before the execution. As

and von Papen to sabotage.

knew about the Easter Rising a mont

It is absurd to suggest that Presid¢nt

¢ sufficiency of knowledge tying both him

binge.

As to Jim Larkin, he had his moment as
AN agitator in 1913 and the years leading
he Up to it. He then absented himself for a
hiscrucial half-dozen years. When he
ts returned, he found it difficult to come to
le terms with what had happened during his
ctabsence and launched a feud with William
d O'Brien, who had at least constructed
5 something durable in Irish society on the
€basis of what Connolly did after Larkin
X fad left. Then, some years later, Larkin
presented himself as one of 2&Rulers
Of The World. | think it was 26. After
il seeing that, | could only see him as having
of entered a fantasy world. This is not a
b- question of whether the Comintern was a
FINGood or a Bad thing. It was certain by

been sufficient justification. Frank Ryan qqcuments left lying out on sabota
is excused for vastly more collaboration
with the Nazi regime than Larkin is for an
affidavit over events nearly twenty years

. New York Timesews article of 23|
earlier.

September 191fttp:/query.nytimes.com
mem/archive-free/pdf?res=9502
6D9103AE433A25750C2A96F9C946696D6C
The seized documents were erroneo
thought by John Devoy to be the rea:
for Casement's capture on Good Frida
eKerry. In fact his arrest was a matter
Yluck as the British had notwarned the R

| didn't intend to take up a defence of
Larkin until | realised the two articles had
charged and convicted him in an unfair
and unbalanced way. Itis not as if the US
authorities acted against any of the peopl
he named. There was no felon settin
involved.

Manus seems desperate to convict an
then excuse him although | cannot see
why. He is however guilty of writing

history backwards, with England, as usual, peoplé'suitable for sabotage in the Unite

being defined as a criminal nation for States"reached Wilson matters not.

acting inits owninterests. For some reason, o\ enough by April 1916 to be assur
this does not apply to other countries as ifCasement: von Papen = US sabotage

ir;}c;g;aés?artlcularly Ireland, acts on self- thus was someone he was not going t
' seeking a reprieve for.

ecrypts of Berlin's January 1915 mess
to von Papen in Washington specifica
naming Casement as someone sugge

Intangential musings, he deals atlength
with the role of American statesman John
McCloy who in 1934 was the lawyer who
persuaded Larkin to prepare the affidavit.
Oddly he does not speculate over the
probability that McCloy, like Woodrow
Wilson, was another American of Ulster

Manus admits to being wrong abo
Larkin (plus neglecting the 1934 affidavi
and will have to again over Presid
Wilson's supposed lack of awareness
Casement's link to German sabotage.

28 December 201

operations in the US, on Casement and o
von Papen amongst many others. (Seelth

in Tralee of hisimminent arrival. Whethgr

Ofthen that it was not going through the
€ world like wildfire, and that socialist
I%evelopment could only be brought about

y resourceful political action within the
particularities of relatively settled nation
states.

I should make it clear that | am not in
slyany sense writing this comment on behalf
Nof Manus O'Riordan. He left BICO a very
Niong time ago. Dudgeon, though never a

member, was closely associated with
¢ BICO for many years in the delicate busi-
ess of establishing cross-community
ly politics in the North. Manus left BICO on
ingome issue which | do not recall, and he
did not subsequently set about destroying
e what had been done while he was a mem-
dber. Dudgeon never expressed disagree-
nehent with the project, on which he had
b&ollaborated with BICO, before he took
partinwrecking it by sectarian disruption.
t | don't think Manus agreed with that
) project of democratising Northern Ireland
t through the party-politics of the British
ofstate. Butldon'tknowthat he said anything
about it one way or the other. But he went
outonalimbonthe "Two Nations Theory',



which was denounced as a weak-kneed So he was guilty though found Not Semitic to assert that Judaism was only a
submission to Orangeism by Dudgeon Guilty at a trial which was not conducted religion.
MBE's Senate nominator, Eoghan Harris under any any body of law and at which Dudgeon was present at discussions
—before Harris himself became whatever the defendants were not allowed to pleadbetween BICO and the Gay Liberation
it is that he is just now. the conduct of their judges as a precedenEront a long time ago, whether as a BICO
. . . to be taken into account in the judging of hanger-on or a member of the Gay
Manus's article made little sense to me. - own conduct. A senior American Liberation Front | cannot say. BICO
| assumed it had to do with his working j,4ge refused to have any part in thetreated law on homosexuality as a political
through his disillusionmentwith Larkin. 1 '\j,remberg Trials because they were basednatter to be decided by particular states
believe he wentthrough a phase of writing o mere lynch law. Yet the Court, though according to their circumstances. That
Larkin up and writing Connolly down qrestricted by any body of establishedwas not denounced as homophobic then
(but I did not follow it), and that he was |4 tound von Papen Not Guilty. Butthe by the GLF. Possibly it is now.
settling old scores with himself. Butitdid \igE view is that he was guilty, and that
seem strange that Larkin should be de-yis gyilt on some matters that happened Anglophobids another word often used
nouncing von Papen for encouraging 4ier 1934 has a close bearing on a 1934y Dudgeon. Phobia used to mean disease,
sabotage in the USA, during the war that 5.c\ysation about things that happened iriliness, irrationality Anglophobiaised to
Britain launched on Germany, at a time 191¢ mean adiseased hatred of England, lacking
when the US, while remaining formally  1s is eternity. There is no time, no any rational foundation.
neutral, was financing thatwar and supply- .5 sative sequence, and therefore no Roger Casemenas a member of the
ing itwith munitions, and collaboratingin - pistory. And yet history is referred to.  Imperial administration, became aware of
the use ofhuman shlelds (passengerliners) the thrust of British foreign policy. His
to ensure safe delivery of the goods. Manus wrote that there was no evidencedisagreed with what he understood it to
- Dudgeon MBE says he would have 5 con papen had a hand in the 1916 actse. He saw it as being directed against the
fingered von Papenih 1934. | wonder ot sapotage, and that he had never beenivilised order of Europe, of which Ger-
how he knows that. lonce wonderedwhat . seq of complicity. This is brushed many had come to form a central part. If
| might have done in Russia after 1917. | 5qjqe. what he thought he saw had not turned out
found outas much as | could of the circum- "This is Republican-lawyer argument- to be the case, | suppose it could be
stances and took account of my own ation notan historian's assessment. Itisgescribed as a phobia. But how can it be
inclinations as far as | was aware of them, unworldly not to assume von Papen was jagcribed asphobiasince it turned out to
and concluded that | would have been put involved.” be very much the case.

down by Trotsky in 1921. Then, having "Republican-lawyer argumentation® | suppose it might be done with some
written myself off, Iwent foran objective ., "\ "\ o what that is. Douglas Very intricate argument. It might be said
understan'dmg of what happened next. Hogg told us how diabolical it is. It is thathewasmotivated by a diseased hatred
thel\l?/\?/ei/?/:)f)ilr??ko?t;er;?ﬁgi{:ils?:sé Ifsrf[)en: when a lawyer, within a system of law that of England that was somehow prior to all
Unionist MBE. The Empire was actively COnSiders itself the bestin the world, usesthat he observed as an Imperial diplomat,
1o he Emp Y the resources of the law to defend someand independent of it, and that he was
collaborating with H|tler_ to release_: _Ger- body, whom we thoroughly dislike overcome with a fanatical vision of what
b hatmainained against e Weimay PSCAUSE we know he is guity, against aEngland was up to,not in any way derived
democracy, and which had been a majorCharge which the prosecution, despite itsfrom rational foreign policy analysis, and
” ' ) " immense resources, cannot support withthatitwas sheer coincidence that his lunatic
condition of the formation of the Nazi et avidence. Itis the alternative to Vision corresponded with the actual turn
Party and of its rise to power. The Empire ' f events. Far-fetched, but conceivable.
L7 . : . hatits lynch law. Of course we do not want O » DULCO
i(i]lisrgelgtgsbi{] |t:t;haect\|/fl)(r)1rs|()jc:)enqsLllciireerdedat gareat lynch law. What we want is that d-efence But Dudgeon argues n_othmg like that.
increase in the power of Nazi Germany lawyers should do enough to give the .Casgrjnent cal_”netod!sagree profoundly
whereas it had required that the Weima’rappearance of due process t(.) the trla_l , bupith British foreign policy, therefore h_e
democracy should be strictly bound by its should actually be complicit in enabling Was an Anglophobe. No need to describe
X . e the person we hate to be found guilty. his observations and his reasoning when
Versailles conditions. IfIhad been British, Thatis what | understood to be whatHoggdeSCfibing his life and times. He was an

and of strong Imperial proclivities, | doubt | o getting at. (And thatis what happenedAnglo-phobe—a lunatic. Enough said.
that | would have fingered von Papen.

with Roger Casement's lawyer.) _ I do not know ifPresident Wilsomwas
Unionist Ulster went to war against '€ lawyer accused by Hogg of being 5 homophobe, in whatever sense. | only
Germany in bungling fashion in 1939 as 00 lawyerly was murdered. know that he was a white racist, an admirer

part of the UK, and as part ofthe UKithad | don't know ifWoodrow Wilsorwas  Of the Ku Klux Klan, and a foreign policy

collaborated with Nazism during the pre- homophobic. | don't know whaiomo- ~ bungler who defeated Germany, which
ceding six years. And Ribbentrop, the phobicmeans any more. The term hasthe British, Belgian and French Empires
Nazi Foreign Minister, was feted at pecome as slippery aanti-Semitic had little hope of doing, and then left
Mountstewart by Londonderry, who in palestine Arabs, who are being ethnicallyGermany at the mercy of Britain and

my view was one of the more politically cleansed by Jewish-nationalist colonisers France.

conscientious Unionists. are now freely branded Asiti-Semitesf Thefirstgreat American motion picture,
Papen, though not a member of thethey mention that their oppressors arethe classic which is no longer showable,
Nazi Party, says Dudgediwas certainly  jews when they resist. butwhich I saw when it could still be seen,

privy to most of its crimes... despite At one point it was Anti-Semitic to The Birth Of A Natiois a glorification of
acquittal at Nuremberg of the specific suggest that Judaism was something elséhe Klan. It was premiered by Wilson at
charge of 'crimes against peace' as well as areligion: then it became Anti- the White House when others were already
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becoming uneasy about the way the The whole Larkin thing seems to me to homosexuality in North Cork when I lived
defeated South was saved from the egalibe much ado about nothing on both sidesthere, and | know that when it began to be
tarian Jacobins of the Congress at the endn which neither holds to the point, if there fashionable it blossomed very quickly
of the Civil War. | think it's a reasonable is a point. | have only described the there.

guess that the unembarrassed admirer oflramatis personaimsofar as | had found Dudgeon directed his campaign at a

the Klan for its part in saving the defeated out something about them. phantom of his own imagining. If it had
South for WASP civilisation was also a not been a phantom, he might have had
"homophobe" As to CasementBiary: the historical some success to his cause as a Unionist at

Wilson's publicising oThe Birth Of A starting point is the documents circulated the expense of his cause as a homosexualist.
Nationby giving its premiere in the White inorderto subvertthe protestbyimportant His colleague McCormack was aformer
House was not a case of admiration ofpeople againsthanging himwhenthe Aust-camp follower of the Republicans. | do
artistic quality overcoming a distaste for rian Government was being denouncednot recall him being there when events in
content. Before becoming President, for hanging Italians within its Empire for the North might have been directed in a
Wilsonwas a historian and he wrote abouttreason when they joined tEmtente. | different way. He flipped over at some
how White racism saved the defeatedcouldinterestneitherside inthe Casemenipoint, and he seems to have embarked on
South for the civilised American nation dispute in starting at the starting point andthe virtuous falsification of history which
when the democratic policy of Congress demanding a full account of the circulation so many historians embarked on fashion-
would have lotit to regimes of uncivilised of the dirty photos by the Government, ably and high-mindedly, supposing that
Blacks. Through the action of the Klan: and how they then disappeared withoutthis would somehow undermine the Rep-

“Negro rule under unscrupulous adven- trace. They prefer to dispute on groundsublican case, whose foundation in the

turers had been put an end to in the Southon which resolution is not possible. perverse Northern Ireland political struc-
and the natural, inevitable ascendancy of ture they never troubled to understand.
the whites, the responsible class, estab- To Dudgeon: *

lished" Epochs Of American History "It is plain... that the longstanding  As to Dudgeon's Dunmanway brood-
1893, p273). campaign by Catholic nationalists and ings published last monthassuming it

Cecil Spring Rice he showed around Casement's Black Diaries was entirely “If the Dunmanway IRA actions were

the dirty photos—or whatever the docu- ~ motivated by a horror of the hero patriot . .o it reduces the IRA war of the
ments were that disappeared withouttrace  Dengrevealedtobe a homosexualandas ;g5 ang that of the later Provisional
when they had served their purpose— 9aging P IRA, in large part, to an ethnic dispute
intended to ensure that Casement was That makes it for Dudgeon a matter of ~ With sectarian outworkings".

hanged. He might have thought it would pelief consequent on something else in  when | was young there was a social
be more prudent not to kill Casement, butthe case of his opponents_ He says thenovement based on the Concepﬂ'bf%

he obeyed orders and handed around thgame thing in his book. But this is an Mystical Body Of Christ. | thought it was
dirty photos. And, when he was replaced argument that plays in reverse too. absurd. But when | see what humanist
as Ambassador by Balfour, he wrote that It is a bit more Compncated on Dud- reason in the grlp of ethnic paSSion pro-

fanatical nationalist/imperialist hymm,  geon's side, however. duces, that overtly stated mysticism begins
vow To Thee My Countrwhich | have to seem plan and sensible

noticed becoming increasingly popularas _ The Anti-Casementcampaignhe direct- = .\ o " the Dunmanway killings
the embers of Empire are being tended tced at nationalist opinion (along with Bill |\~~~ bythe IRA in some form"
i i i McCormack), conducted on the assump-_ . 2 . '
mth_e hope thattht_aywnlflan_‘le up brlght_ly tion that nationalism was homonhobic without specifying which of the three parts
again asthe world is thrown into increasing \ pr into which it was splitin April 1922, how
disorder. was one of the most distasteful things | .

S . . ) . Yvould that retrospectively alter the char-

The incidentin which the Ambassador's had seen. Dudgeon is both a homosexua

; K he Howth . activist and a Unionist. and the onlv our- acter of the war in defence of the Dall
cou_smtoo part,'; er owth gun-running— ose | could see inthe’wa that ca% pai against the British Government, which
which Dudgeon in his book on Casementp y p gr:Ead lost the Election but was hanging on

compares to the handing over of Americanwas conducted was to discredit Caseme y use offorce, into a mere ethnic/sectarian
nuclear secrets to the Soviet Union—hadto nationalists, in the Unionist interest, by dispute?
the purpose of establishing Imperial Home exploiting their presumed homophobia. ==, ' \ould it determine as ethnic/
Rule in Ireland, within the UK, with the  |can'timagine where this presumption . i1 another war at the other end of
object of harnessing Irish national energy of nationalist or Catholic homophobia country half a century later, under the
to the Imperial power-structure. As | came from. | remember being told by.aaItogetherdifferentcircumstance that this
recall it—and | did make some effort to homosexual soon after | went to live in region of the British state was excluded by
understand it—the antagonism to that Belfastthat Dublin was where queerswent, ' 1o i democracy from the democratic
Imperial project camdrom Unionist  for d|rt)'/ weekends. o system of the state and the Catholic third
Ulster. The antag(_)msaggmstUnmm_st Ica}n tsl(::lywhetherCatholll_c |s‘r'n is homo- ofthe population was subjected to intimate
Ulster came from its raising of a private phobic or'simply paedophiliac” Tonly - " by the Protestant two-
Army, without sufficient reason, to defeat know that Protestant England saw Rome . """ L 5
_ . . ST political vacuum?

by force a measure that was intended toas the refuge in which all the iniquities of
make the British Isles a secure and activethe paganworld were preserved, and which  If a handful of killings in Dunmanway
base of the Empire. it was the destiny of Protestant England toin April 1922, unacknowledged by who-

This Imperial consolidation may pos- Wipe out. Itwas held against Catholicism ever did them, could determine the char-
sibly have happened but for 'Ulster'. The that it made allowance for sin as a perm-acter of military actions in Belfast half a
Home Rule leaders certainly seemedanent element of human life. century later, the operative connection
willing. | was aware of no obsession aboutcould only be made through some mystical



medium—some transcendental fabric in Mountjoy said—I think itwas Mountjoy—  killings "covered his trackgloes not seem
which the two situations, so different in when slaughtering a community, children to me to be evidence that it was done by
time, place and circumstances, existedand all, "Nits will be lice" locals.
together timelessly and without causative  "Whatever Hart's errors and alleged  Dudgeon cannot focus on a point in
sequence. Or maybe it was brought aboutleceits... he is no longer able to defendorder to consider circumstances relevant
by "The invisible worm. that flies in the himself’ This suggests that Hisrrors" to it. He hops from twig to twig,
night,/ Inthe howling storm,/ Whose dark were only brought to light after his death. unhampered by knowledge of
secret love/ Does thy life destroy." That is far from being the case. He hadcircumstances. And he cannot resist
Bring back the Mystical Body, | say. ample time to defend or explain himself, misrepresenting a point in order to take
* or to remove the nits himself—and see issue with it more easily.
"Common sense tells us the killings what remained without them.
were the work of the IRA but every e |eftthe nitsin place after his attention ~ Pierce Martin raised the Dunmanway
Eoss'ble obstacle and mystification is < jawn to them. The picking of them incident in a letter to thérish News
eing put in the way of such an assess- - .
ment, not least by Niall Meehan and by othe_rs was therefor_e corrosive of hls_(BeIfast) a gouple of years ago. On an
Brendan Clifford". reputation as well as his narrative. Dud- issue on which the only evidence was the
o ) ) geon suggests it was not ddhenestly":  circumstance in which it occurred, Martin
The mystification with which | obstruct "What we got instead is distortion and was unable to sustain his position in
the operation of Dudgeon’s Commonsense  rejiance on evidence that remains dog-argumentwith Jack Lane. Dogmatic belief
is ascertainable fact. . gedly invisible and must be taken on could not discuss the particulars of
Dudgeon has little use for facts. Thisis trust. Faith is required". circumstance. The published

appropriate for a defender of Peter Hart ;

agginst pettifogging factual criticism, and If t,h's is notto be taken as mgre gibber- Eggg-sspor}dzggemeeniﬁg ggqof ;ité; OI

for Eoghan Harris's nominee for the Sen- 1SN it must be taken as referring to the because Martiﬁ became albsurd N hils

ate. ButI'm afraid | got strangely attached absence of evidence about. the killers I-nattem t 10 respond. A certain critical

tofactsin those days when I was denouncedUnmanway. | suppose evidence that is P fo reshone. m e
standard is still kept up by newspaper

by Harris for making a case for the Ulster 2PSent could be described as being in- - :
U);lionists/Protestar?ts and I'm unable toVisible. Butis Faith needed to see that it"®2ders in Belfast. But, if Dudgeon had
break the habit is not there? If so, it can only be becausetOme o the assistance of a friend in need,

it is there and a special faculty is needed/™ Sure the paper would have carried
for not seeing it. Butifitis there, show it. another letter. Thiish Newss not well

disposed towards BICO or Aubane, and
way—oftenas alaboureramongintellectuals ~ "Brendan Clifford.... returns to a sug- DUSgeon has a certain status in Belfast
—and presenting factual particulars in ges“on that Sir Henry Wilson |n5t|gated . .. . !
supportpof o ce?se {was Fr)naking about the killing of a bunch of West Cork yvh||e Martinis entirely unknown there or,
Partition. being exhorted as follow®h Protestants to create the appearance of § S€ems, anywhere else. But Dudgeon
L 9 " deadly sectarian chaos that would justify Stayed silent.

don't think. Feel!! _ an Imperial restoration... If Wilson did ~ Martin showed subsequently, in a letter

And here it is again.Deja vu. But so instigate, he failed in every respect jn theSunday Timeshat his ignorance of
through the looking glass. An Ulsterish  while managing... to cover histracks..." ok is at least equal to Dudgeon's, as he
ethnicist, with little factual knowledge of o _ _ - '
Cork, is impatient with me becaus% ldo Thisis the kind of argumentation that placed Aubane in West Cork.
not have a feeling that reveals the truth'V&S common long ago in the days of
about the Dunmanway kl”lngS to me Marxist student revolutionism.

: : | did not suggest that the killings were
without the need of evidence. 99 g the North was connected with the

organised by Wilson. Every time | have *' i
Common sense is something | rely on a"@ferred to the matter | have said there isC'r:ij::‘nitgr”a‘;ig}f‘téhebr;?]'og V‘(’:?Sdgeogfignrﬁd
lot. But I have always understood that the "© evidence of any kind as to who the " aeTaea Y Dy DerY BXE
killers were. In the absence of evidenceN€ Political system by which the state was

basis on which common-sense functions ;
: i ot there is nothing but groundless speculat-99Vérned, and the fact that the Catholic
is extensive familiarity with the facts of a g g P community lived under the constant

situation. A general sense of the sociallONs- And | pointed outthatone speculation |
and political d%/namic of a situation when Was being omitted from the list of provocation of communal Protestant rule,

it engages with particulars can give rise to SPeculations, though | could not see that itithout the option of pa.rticipgting in the
a conviction that could not be set out had less to be said for it than the others démocracy of the state; or, if he did not

That is what | said in the article cited by Neld that view, he remained silent in the
Dudgeon. | said it again two months later €OMPany of people who did hold it, and at

when John Borgonovo omitted it from his Public meetings where it was stated very
list of speculations—while not revealing C€l€arly. He never dismissed the Athol St.
how he knew thatunknown"IRA men  ViEW as nonsense, and explained to the
had done it. dupes of Athol St. that the North was
democratically governed after all. But
now, having been active, by sectarian
means, in breaking the cross-community
movement based on that view, he treats it
as having been nonsense. And he tells us
that the war in the North was ethnic, and
that it was made sectarian by the fact,
which is known to him through a special

kind of commonsense, that the
19

I recall in Belfastinthe seventies, when
I was labouring along in my usual plodding

For many years, Dudgeon either held
the view (or pretended to) that the war in

conclusively. But that feeling of convict-
ion is worth nothing as proof.

Dudgeon's common sense knowledge
of Dunmanway is, by his own account, the
result of ethnic passion operating on a
foundation of ignorancé'l am no expert
on Cork, its geography or demography,  Wilson's failure in noway detracts from

or the conflict in the area from 1919-23". the merit of the Speculation that he did it.
He failed in his whole Imperial enterprise

"Nit-picking about Hart is corrosive —and, whatever about Ireland, | do not
buthasto be basedona rigorous honesty" think that the world, which it was Britain's
Dudgeon says disapproving|y_ N|t-p|C|(|ng business to govern after flghtlng awar to
isa very necessary and useful acti\/ity_ | dominate it, was the better for his failure.

don't know where we'd be without it. As  And the fact that whoever did the
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Dunmanway killings half a century earlier "But at the same time it is also very in Belfast, but chose not to avail of it. He

were done by the IRAn some formbut certainthatinthe course of life we seldom chose instead to speak of other things,
of hatred of Protestants. The Wilson @&Tive at certitude, and are frequently ey jarly about ethnicity.

speculation is not allowable: obliged, nevertheless, to form aresolution | suppose, in a world which is funda-

) o provisionally; to form none being often C :
"Imagined conspiracies can only be g adopt one of the most decisive..." mentally ethnic, itis a good thing to break

faced down with reasoned analysis and up ethnic mixes.

what evidence does exist... You cannot Thereare, ofcourse, situationsinactual gyt | can see no sense in playing the
prove a negative butthis Wilson theory is life, in which it is necessary to act and game that Hart and Fitzpatrick set out for
not accepted even by Meda Ryan andtherefore to make a judgment about whatys to play. It should be enough to demon-
other Republican writers". is the case, even though one might not bestrate the trickery by which they dreamed

I would have thoughtit obvious that the Sufficiently informed aboutit. Butwhere 5 5 Catholic massacre of Protestants and
one certain thing about the Dunmanway iS the necessity to commit oneself to ap|aced itin Dunmanway, being enabled to
killings is that they were the work of a judgment (which can be no more than agg so by the entire absence of evidence
very tight conspiracy. And that another guess), about the perpetrator of thegpoyt the Dunmanway killings—and the
certain thing was that the absence ofDunmanway killings ninety years ago? gecay of Republican critical faculties in
evidence meansthatany attempttoidentify ~|canseethe desperate need of Dudgeonsothern society in recent decades.
the killers can only take the form of the ethnicist Unionist who was active in - The nearest thing to evidence that has
imagining a feasible conspiracy. Dud- the sectarian disruption of the CLR and peen prought to light is the Coroner's
geon's imagined conspiracy is that it wasCEC, replacing them with sectarian |nquest. And that did not come to light
"the IRA in some form"He does not say travesties that withered fast. He was giventhrough the dispute between groundless
which of the three forms of the IRA did it, ample opportunity in this publication to gpeculators.
so his speculation is worthless even as dlispute that characterisation of his conduct Brendan Clifford
conspiracy theory.

The speculation that the conspiragy
might have been ordered by Field Marshal

A number of different events which occurred in the period between the signing
; . . of the 'Treaty' and the war over the 'Treaty' have been grouped together under
Wllson_ IS nqt accep_tgd eyen by.J. the general title of the 'The Dunmanway Killings' or 'The Bandon Valley
Republican writers” So itisn'tisn't. But|  gillings' . But it is not clear whether they are all necessarily connected. These
itis odd that Dudgeon should see this fact  articles look at the events in their own terms and leaves speculation aside.
as having some weight. Incidentally, Ballygroman is about halfway between Bandon and Cork, whilst

| do not know that Republican write Dunmanway is around halfway between Bandon and Bantry.
have actuallyvrittenanything demonstrat
ing that Wilson couldn't couldn't ha THE DunMANwAY KILLINGS, CURIOUSER AND CURIOUSER
doneit. Iknowthat he is not their favourife Part Two

killer, but when | see the quality of sonme "Taking it out on the Protestants"

of the"authorities"they cite in support o L . . i . .
their favourite, | am no more impresséd This is a notorious quotation, which we must note that this academic mal-

now than | was forty years ago, when th Peter Hartused TFhe IRA And Its Enemies p_ractice was allowed stqnd by his super-
assured me that | was wrong about he(1998) to head his Chapter onthe Dunman-visors, Professors Fitzpatrick and

North, and that the Unionists would dig- W&y kilings: itdeservesarevisit. Considfownshend.

integrate under pressure—and when Iy aseration of the context for that_quotation Here is how thg matter_appears in O

excommunicated from the category pf has no_t entereq the _current discourse orBroin's book. He isreporting on an event
Republican writers by Dudgeon's Senateth® p(_arlod. Usm_g this remark asaChaptepecounted by a well-respected IRA Iead_er
nominator, Eoghan Harris. heading was designed to setthe tone ofthén the War of Independence, Denis

As a teenage labourer in rural Ireland whole debate on the issue, and this had.ordan:

' succeeded. Since Hart used it, ever "One particular incident that occurred
! read Descar.tes on how he copgd Wththought on the matter has been colouredy duringtk?e Civil War positively distressed
ignorance while he set about trying by that Chapter heading. [t i ate e {Dorothy Stopford, JL}. The ‘boys'
remedy it. And very much later | cane DY that -haplerneading. ltis appropriate o i"." 2 protestant house to seize a
cross Brigadier Tracy who, figuring oyt therefore to start with this. _ motor car, were fired on, and one of them
the world afresh during the French Revolu-  Back in 1998, Brian P. Murphy, with  kjjied. Then “our fellows took it out on
tion, invented Ideology, but somehofy NiS great knowledge of sources, for the  the Protestants” Denis Lordan told me
failed to surface during the Ideologigl ﬂrstumes_hovyedthatthe use ofthe quota-  ruefully.”
crazes of recent decades: tion, "Taking it out on the Protestants”
was spurious, as the incident it referred to  How did Hart connectthis killing, which
fail us. we should know how to remaini; could have ha_d_ no connection with the occurrgd inan un_specilfied place in West
compl’ete doubt, and suspend absoluH'yDunmanway _k||||ngs. T_he ev_ent_and thqurk, in connection with an atte.mpted
our judgment, rather than rest it on vajn Words used in connection with it both seizure ofacar, withacompletely different
and confused appearances... happened later, during the ‘civil war'. event in which no car was at issue some
"This is the most essential of logic The quotation is taken from Leon O months earlier?
principles; for in following it we may| Broin'sProtestant Nationalists InRevolu- ~ Answer: firstly, by doctoring the origi-
possibly remain in ignorance, but we can tionary Ireland—The Stopford Connection nal he was quoting from, thereby omitting
gmlg;;ayr:)nr;o zgr?]&ti?]lgoﬂtgrtrﬁ;? 3\;;3'2 (1985). It is useful to look at it and thethe 'civil war' reference; and, secondly, by
we know elements which are not really context for a number of reasons. But thenanufacturing a reference to a car at
there, and which lead us to consequenfednost important of them is that it provides Ballygroman.  The way this is done is to
which ought not to follow from those thdt a perfect example of Hart's chicanery in introduce two anonymous sourcesG."
are there effectively... his use of sources and in this connectionand "A.E." who allow him to speculate

"When the motives of determinatio




that a need for a car or for petrol was the At the Inquest on Commandant O' typical event in the establishing of any
reason for the visit to the Hornibrooks at Neill's death, Tadhg O'Sullivan—who new State power. Who rules? Every state
Ballygroman—ijust as in the event quoted organised and sanctioned the visit to thedepends ultimately on its physical power
above. QED. Hornibrook house—explained thain" to establish and maintain itself against the
On this scenario, the Hornibrooks and compliance with orders received from the power of its enemies. This was an example
their friend, Woods, were so crazy as to staff of the 3rd West Cork Brigade, the of it and both sides knew that perfectly
kill the leader of the local IRA group over deceased was ordered to go on specialwell—car or no car, petrol or no petrol.
this trivial issue. And then the IRA was duty with others (Charlie O'Donoghue,  Atthe Inquest, ifthe IRAwitnesses had
even crazier still in executing them all— Stephen O'Neill, Michael Hurley) to Mr. been intent on making the Hornibrooks
all on account of a car, or maybe just aHornibrook's"(Cork County Eagléé May  appear crazy, they might have mentioned
gallon of petrol. And then the craziness 1922). The Inquest report says nothinghat they had shot O'Neill over a car or a
went crazier still to the killing of other about the specific purpose of the visit to gallon of petrol. But they made no such
Protestants at Dunmanway. It was all on¢he Hornibrook house. Moreover, neitheassertion—they insisted the visitwas about
sectarian binge. Whatever about the factsat the time nor since, as far as | know, havebusiness'j.e., something serious.
this scenario fits Hart's overall theme thatany of these four IRA men who were
the whole revolution was sectarian and given that assignment said anything that There is one other contemporary
ridiculous. And it is the impression he would confirm the car/petrol story. accountbyonewhowasthef¢someone
succeeded in creating. Jeff Dudgeon andevidence for this scenariois second-handwho was not with the IRA party). This
Eoghan Harris express this regularly.  even third hand, i.e., hearsay—at best—says thatAbout 2 pm an IRA 'policeman’
Another scenario that accepts the sameand at worst anonymous hearsay withclaimed to be 'on duty' came to a house in
narrative is to see the events connectedHart. And no one has explained thehe street and demanded entranaat it
caused and explained by the eliminationpressing need for a car at a time when nagoes on to say thathe ‘policeman’ was
of spies. | don't find either convincing on active operations were in progress. shot by a Protestant named Wobds
the available evidence and there is ateleo- The Inquest also heard statements by(Reminiscences And Reflectiobg H.
logical aspectto both that is unsatisfactory.other participants and nothing remotely Kingsmill Moore, DD. 1930, p278-9).
This is an attempt to explain the eventsconnected with transport was reported.  Again, we find thatthere is no reference
on their own merits. Witnesses stated they went to the Horni-to cars etc., but we find confirmed the
brooks' orfbusiness;'and soughtto speak official ‘business’ or 'duty’ nature of the
There are some more immediate prob-to the family but they refused to respond, visit.
lems with Hart's Ballygroman story. Oneeven after half an hour of trying, knocking  The book this appears in was by a
of Hart's anonymous sources suggests thabn the door several times. prominent Church of Ireland figure and
itwas a car that was required; another that loyalist who saw matters from the Protest-
it was petrol. To begin with, if the IRA  The'businessho doubt meant Govern- ant and Loyalist perspective. It might be
simply needed petrol, then presumably ment business, as O'Neill was describednoted that, though horrified by the whole
they had a car to put it in—which would in some of the press as a Free Stataevolution, Kingsmill Moore made the
contradict the claim that they needed apoliceman—and demanding people's carspoint that Protestant clergymen were
car. That is borne out by the fact thatvas notvery likely by such a personinthis never, ever, interfered with in carrying out
Charlie O'Donoghue did leave in a car to non-war situation. Duties performed fortheir religious duties during the whole
get help after Commandant O'Neill was the Free State and IRA membership couldperiod. Thatis a rather important point to
killed. As there is no evidence that hestill be compatible at local level at the have come from a loyalist and Protestant
stole either the car or any petrol, he mosttime, April 1922. We don't know the source.
likely arrived in it as well. details of the 'business' but it must have Hart mentions this book as a source but
Hart has further anonymous sourcesbeen important to be ordered by the Brig-does not quote any account from it. |
that appear at crucial times to fill out his ade staff. One thingis clear, however, thevonder why?

narrative on Ballygroman:"B.B;"B.V." IRA did not visit the house to kill the R |
and"B.Y.", and all these are very helpful Hornibrooks. ~That is shown by the fact .. o hag'DaSnA'\;chg'uDst' of
to him for the rest of his story. that they did not return fire when the 9

another official visit/raid which showed
how benign these events could be and
how the outcome depended onthe reaction
of those visited. It is worth quoting to put
these types of events in their real perspect-
ive and in the context of official business

There is another problem with all this. leader of their party was killed.
It is quite explicable why the IRA would Itis most probable that the object of the
need to commandeer a car during thevisit was to assert the authority of the new
'Civil War' as the original reference made Irish Government and to get this well-
clear. But the Ballygroman incidentknown loyalist family grouping to accept
occurred on 26th April 1922, during the it and behave accordingly which they had . S
) , ) : X X : of the time and which is so often leavened
Truce'. Active operations which mightnot been doing. That could have taken . .
. . . ) : with more natural business. The story of a
require the commandeering of transportmany forms—a warning, a disarming, an __. .
! . . raid on a Protestant house was told to him
had ceased, so why such a pressing needrrest, or an expulsion order. The Horni- . . ; )
in the drawing-room which was:

for a car? brooks knew this and were not willing to " _the scene of the adventure—by a
comply inany way—nhence their reaction: dainty little lady. There came loud knock-

the killing of the Volunteer. But, as the ing at the door one stormy night. She and

pew authority had not planned for such a  house. The second lady was tall, strongly
. confrontation and of course did notinitiate  built and formidable. The raiders seemed
the official Inquest—as oppo§ed to the killing. awed as they entered. They demanded
anonymous, hearsay speculation used by arms. 'There are none in the house." 'We

Hart. Itis all perfectly explicable. Itisavery = mustsearch.' 'Certainly.’ They searched
21

Information from contemporary sources
does not bear any relation to the detail
provided by Hart. And | am talking about
eye-witness reports and evidence given a
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everywhere and found nothing. But the it was regarded as something like what thein

O Broin's book, as a fuller extract

leader, afine-looking young farmer, tried Black and Tans would do. There could notthrows very important light on more

to capture another spoil before he left. he a more contrary interpretation of the
Deferentially approaching the younger illings than that given by Peter Hart.
lady he inquired: 'Would ye be married?' AOTHER HOLE IN THE NARRATIVE
and hearing she was single, he blurted out
shyly 'Don't ye think I'd be a likely boy?'

The whole (story) was told with peals of Ballygroman leading to the other at Dun-

important things than Hart's chicanery
and abuse of sources.

In the book, as the title suggests, O

Hart's simple narrative of one killing at gr4in dealt at length with the role of a
number of Protestants in the Irish Revo-

ringing laughter. ‘Did you ever hear ofan Manway has now been seriously challeng+ o and explains in some detail the role
adventure like that, commencing with a €d from another perspective by Niall ¢ porothy Stopford in West Cork.  He

raid and ending with a proposal?'..." Meehan in his ongoing forensic analysis
(p.285).

Hart did not see any need to include this

shows her very close relationship with

of Hart's work and in this case by his | A members, and particularly with Denis
highlighting of the significance of the | j.qan:

their exchanges are the basis of

very human story in his book but a staunchC@pture of the three British under-cover e rejevant part of his book. The issue of

and fair-minded loyalist did, because it Intelligence Officers in Macroom, who

informing by some Protestant farmers

rang true for him and spoke volumes aboutWere on active service inarevived Intelli- 5 jses and is discussed in a very matter of
the reality of these out-of-the-ordinary 9€Nce service. These were discovered Q4 ay as another topic between close

situations that ordinary people found the afternoon of 26th April 1924iterthe
Ballygroman executions (which had taken
place earlier that morning). That was
> BALLYGROMAN SPARK  peforethe Dunmanway killings, which
, THE DUNMANWAY KILLINGS ?  hegan on the next morning of 27th April
It is also worth pointing out that the (Irish Political ReviewFeb. 2011).
ideathe incidentatthe Hornibrooksinitiat- ~ 5q Niall points out, Hart knew that the
ed or sparked the Dunmanway Killings canyre of the Intelligence Officers in
was suggested at the time and vehemently» .rqom ruined his narrative, so he simply
denied by the members of the Cork Countyjgn e this uncomfortable fact and spread
Council when it discussed a resolution 4q m,ch disinformation as possible about
from Cork Corporation about the events: o ovent. Niall shows that the work of
"Mr. Murphy said that there seemed to these agents was sanctioned at the highest
be aninsinuation inthe Cork Corporation |eye| on the British side and correspond-
resolutionthatthe shootings of the Protest-ing|y their execution was carried out on

ants were a reprisal for Commandant . . .
O'Neill's death. The Chairman said if th€ highest authority on the Republican

such an insinuation were in the resolution, Side (ibid). No maverick activity this—on
and it looked like it, it should not be in €ither side.

it... Mr. Ahearn said if there was any

insinuationinthe Corporation'sresolution It has been suggested that the Intelli-
he would not agree to it. He believed the gence Officers revealed the names of local

enemy had something to do with the of

shootings in West Cork, and that it was Z?\/eats.e d Ef[zté |fn|;vmv:;ss tr:)ef (;asee thea(;t tree y

part of the old game'Cdrk County Eagle 9 . - peop
subsequently killed in Dunmanway as

6 May 1922). nsequen :
spies, it still remains a mystery why the

lassume the then Chairman of the Corkresultant killings were carried out in a
County Council and other members were manner so distinctly different from what
likely to be representative of opinion and happened at Ballygroman and outside the
knowledgeable about the events. It ipattern of other republican executions of
significant that they were clearly outraged spies—which were always acknowledged
atthe suggestion the events at Ballygromarand explained. And it is curious that no
and Dunmanway were connected. TheyCatholic spies seemto have beenincluded
on the spot, did not see the narrative thatin the agents' plans though there were
Hart created with the help of his anony- plenty of them in the area.
mous sources and others at several steps |tis worth bearing in mind that, if these
removed and over six decades later. three agents had not been captured, it

The Bandon Rural District Councilalso would undoubtedly be considered a crazy
discussed the events and its membersconspiracy theory to suggest not only that
who included Commandant O'Neill's they and the revived Intelligence service
brother, went out of their way to pay existed but that they went so far as to do
tribute to Protestants who "had shelteredtheir work in front of the IRA headquarters
our brave men and had sympathy with usin Macroom Castle, of all places, at that
in our troublé and one member said of particulartime. Itwas so daring and brazen
the Dunmanway events:This was a it still seems unbelievable.
legacy left to them by the Black and Tans
(Cork Constitution9 May 1922).

themselves in.

THERE's MUCH MORE IN O BROIN'S BOOK

So, far from it being assumed that the It is even more useful to look at the full
IRA had anything to do with the killings, context of Hart's 'taking it out' quotation

friends:

"This matter of 'telling on them' had
painful consequences.'One day', Denis
Lordan told me, 'some of the column was
going up for tea to a Protestant house.
One of them, we called him Peter, was a
deserter from the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders. They met a local farmer on
the way driving his pony and trap, an 'old
fellow' and a Protestant. He got talking to
Peter and thought from his accent that he
was an Auxie. He started to blow the
gaffe. 'ls it safe for me to be talking to
you, sir', he asked, and was assured that it
was. He then told Peter that he had been
out walking his land and came across a
passage and a dug-out in the middle of
the brake. Then, to Peter, he said: 'I'm not
like the rest of them round here atall. The
Reverend Mr. Lord is my man, and | give
him the information. You fellows should
come round at night, I'd show you round.'
Peter told his pals and, while Lordan was
consulting Tom Barry and Charlie Hurley,
the leaders of the column, who were
staying with another Protestant nearby,
the lads 'made a football of the old fellow
on the floor'. He was shot that night; and
a cousin of his who had also been giving
information died four or five nights later.
The clergymanin Bandon, Mr Lord, went
unharmed.

"Thatthere was a Protestant reactionin
the area to the activity of the Volunteers,
a sort of anti-independence movement,
appears to have been the case; and local
Protestant farmers were believed to have
been responsible for the shooting of two
boys named Coffey. Dorothy was upset
by these happenings, and was afraid they
might lead to a religious war.

"One particular incident that occurred
during the Civil War positively distressed
her. The 'boys' went to a Protestant house
to seize a motor car, were fired on, and
one of them killed. Then 'our fellows
took it out on the Protestants’, Denis
Lordan told me ruefully. Dorothy's own
position was clear enough. She was a
religious person, Denis thought, and went
regularly to the Church of Ireland in
Rathclaren. If she was late for the Service
there, she came to Mass in Kilbrittain.
Lordan asked her one day about her
church-going in Dublin. 'l hardly ever go



in Dublin’, she said, 'because | don't seekilled on 27th- 29thApril 1922 were clear
why the Minister should ask for prayers yrpan and professional people—solicit
for the King and not for this ..." (p176-7) shopkeeper, chemist, draper, estate a

This extract is interesting for a number ¢l€rgyman, post office clerk, etc.

of reasons, quite apart from the fact thattogether with a host of other very differ
the 'taking it out' could not refer to characteristics means that it is not v

Dunmanway. convincing to link the two sets of killin

Itis clear from this that using the word and treat them as simply two of a kind.

Protestantin this context is clearly

descriptive and adjectival foridentification ~_ Briefly, the Dunmanway killings als

purposes, in the same way as it is used iffiffered from these other killings in tte
type of execution: there is no prov nt

going to aProtestanthouse for tea or to g ! ) = s
stay the night. It is also clear that there "ationale for it; no identification of th
were Protestant safe houses, as the menf2€rpetrators; no admission and accept
bers of the Bandon Rural District Council PY @nyone as to who did it; and in t
pointed out when rejecting the sectariantiming in & non-war situation. - Added
explanation for the Dunmanway killings. 1tiS clear that the killings in Dunmanw,
And 'the taking it out' was clearly done to Were of a unique and remarkable ki
the Protestants who not only refused tolinking themis a bitlike Hart's linking
have their car commandeered by the Army,the Ballygroman killings with the Du

but killed a volunteer. ‘Taking it out' is a Manway killings. The connection mage

vague phrase: it could mean a beating; p@rtl_ydepends onthetiming of the killin
cannotbe assumed they werekilled. ~ AftePut it cannot be assumed that they
all, in the instances when opponents wereconnected simply because they follo

killed, that was made clear in the other chronologically. The Dunmanway killings

cases described above. It cannot simplgnd these other executions were disc
be assumed to have happened. events, as indeed were the Ballygro
Another point to be borne in mind is killings and the Macroom Kkillings.
that Lordan is explaining these eventsto a ) .
Protestant as a simple fact and his report There is noteveonesource so specifi
was accepted as such. There was rfjnd confirmed, which enables ustoiden
sectarian overtone intended, nor was thatn® Dunmanway killers, in contrast wi

a meaning taken out of the story by thethethrgesources I have mentioned for t
person hearing it. execution of the Protestant farmers 4

for the many sources for Ballygromgn
The extract is also revealing in that it Such information may very well exist but

clearly establishes there was shooting of dt IS not in the public domain and there
number of Protestant farmers for giving N© Point indulging in nods and wink
information—along witmot shootinghe ~ @ccusing alleged mavericks, alleged

y This letter of 28th January to the
rlrish Times was not published

ent,
iDeserters, the Holocaust

ntand Neutrality

vy Ireland managed with great difficulty to
remain neutral in the horrendous "Second
World War". Many other European states
sought to remain neutral too, though only a
handful succeeded. The war was not seen at
he time as an "anti-fascist" war, let alone one
to "save the Jews". And the holocaust did not
ngain until late 1941, after the local dispute
ver the status of the then German city of
d:)anzig (Gdansk) in 1939 had been escalated
by all powers involved into a Europe-wide
geonflict, and had reached Armageddon-like
proportions with the German invasion of
| Russia. De Valera's successful assertion and
defence of Irish neutrality—which was ever
only really under threat from Britain—was
}gupported by the majority of the people and all
e(ﬁ)olitical parties in the state.
As regards Minister Shatter's attacks on de
e\éalera for doing nothing in the face of the
Bolocaust, he is simply wrong. In fact, once
3Hews of the nazi massacres reached him in
1943, the Irish state mobilised its very modest
diplomatic resources to attempt to save threat-
L ened victims. This story has been recounted in
ifetail by Professor Dermot Keogh in his
hexcellent book,Jews in 20th Century Ireland
heand indeed was acknowledged even at the
ntime by Chaim Herzog.
On the issue of Irish deserters, it is very
f questionable whether those who deserted the
Irish Army to fight for Britain did so to fight
Fascism. Stories in recent days in the press
>reveal a very wide variety of motivations.
{"Furthermore, not a few of those who deserted

S

Protestants who received it! If there was aknown IRA members, etc., about such
sectarian element to all this here was alSSue. Inthe absence of available evide
perfect excuse to kill the Rev. Lord.
But most significantly,
provided in the extract above complements®" WN! .
the description of informers who were €Xplainsthemaway. This approach hel
executed in the area during the War oft0 create the vacuum that enabled h
Independence, as described in the British@"d others tofill itwith their chicanery. |
A Record of the Rebellion in Ireland in this vacuum Eoghan Harris and J
1921 and the part played by the Army in Dudgeon—who admits to knowing n
Dealing with it (Intelligence)wvhenitsaid ~ thing about the subject—can indul
that"...in the Bandon area... there were themselves to their hearts’ content w
many Protestant farmers who gave a0y variety of speculations.
information”. It also complements the Forinstance, the last time | spoke w
claim by Frank Busteed to Ernie O'Malley J0hn Borgonovo he said he believed

that "we shot 5 to 6 loyalist Protestant Xillings were caused by drunkenness,
Farmers as reprisals”. It is somewhat his book on th8attle For Corkhe claims

amazing that the British record and itWwas done bjunknown IRA gunmes=

Busteed appear at one on this and, togethdfUt there is actually more evidence
with Lordan, what we have therefore is €laim itwas done by unknown drunkar¢
three separate independent sourcesS0, pardon the pun, but it can, and K
complementing each other so specifically °6come a case of whatever you're hay
as to which Protestants, i.e. farmers, were/ourself.

killed when, where and why. (To be continued)

aBtayed on in the British forces which, as soon
C8s the World War was over, returned to

this type of approach does not explgisquashing colonial rebellions shaking the roots
the information Who conducted the Dunmanway killingsof that tottering Empire (Burma, Malaya,
hy—rather such an approach mergl\den, India, Ceylon, Kenya etc.). Apart from

etne deserters, many people from old unionist

afgmilies rallied to the "colours” and would

have done so regardless of who Britain's
lﬁcurrent enemy was. Atlast year's commemor-

[ ation service, Kevin Myers spoke very elo-

“quently about this, referring also in passing to

&he high proportion of Irish volunteers who

itRnded up in RAF Bomber Command which
was engaged in a morally very questionable

thwar on the German civilian population which
theesulted in 600,000 deaths.

In  Then there is the question of the "stay-
behind" loyalist groups organised in Ireland
by British Intelligence to be mobilised as an

tainderground sabotage force in support of a

sBritish invasion. Professor Eunan O'Hal-

apin, in his boolSpying on Irelandrevealed

indpe facts of this amazing story from the records
of Irish Intelligence. Are they too now to be
honoured by Minister Shatter as "anti-fascist"
heroes?

>

D

By contrast, in Dunmanway, those Jack Lane

Philip O'Connor
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Naval Warfare
Part Eighteen

Captain Grenfell has much of interest And by the time the situation had been
to say about the waging of the Great Warstabilized, the British Generals found
in his 1940 booSea PowerOf particular
note is what he thought about the innova-the wrong side of the Belgian frontier.
tion of Continental warfare broughtinby  Captain Grenfell believed that the
the Liberal Imperialists—which he saw as Liberal Imperialist planners of the War
relegating the role of the Royal Navy to had acted so secretly in instigating it that
one of subservience to the British Army. no form of scrutiny had been possible
And he is particularly critical of how the from either the historical or contemporary
secretive military planning and slippery military perspective to highlight the anom-

diplomacy of the Liberal Imperialists led aliesinthe strategy. And, as we have seen,

to a surrender of the traditional indepen- any criticism voiced by those that had to

dence established by Britain between itselfpe let 'in the know' was considered as most

and its allies in the waging of war. unwelcome by the inner cabal.
Captain Grenfell explained how such  Grenfell thoughtfully pointed out that
over-confidence developed amongst thethere was a fundamental contradiction

cabal who planned the innovation of pbetween the War that was planned and the

Continental warfare to achieve a quick War that was sold to the Liberal back-
destruction of Germany, so much so thatbenchers and the British public. But no
little else was thought about until it was one cared to notice it (or if they did, they
too late. Henry Wilson was allowed to get refused to bring it to the attention of the
on with the work of planning the War in public in the interests of supporting their
isolation from the wider military and country once at war):

political command, lest the secret of it got "“The British public had initially been
out. And that had repercussions when told that the nation was going to war to
things did not go according to plan: defend Belgium. By October 1914,

"The war, as Wilson sawit, wouldbea ~ however, that plea could no longer be
matter of weeks: provided, of course advanced. The British Army, instead of

that the British Army took its place inthe ~ 90ing to Belgium, had gone to France,

themselves standing on the defensive on

cardinal principle of British strategy that
the ports of the Low Countries must not
be allowed to fall into the hands of a great
power who might one day be at war with
Britain. It was a principle that went back
atleast to Elizabethan days... Handed on
from the far-off days of the Spanish
galleons, it dominated British strategy
during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries... and remains even to-day as
one ofthe platitudes of political utterance.
It was, for instance, in 1938 that Mr.
Anthony Eden declared that 'we have
never been able, in all our history, to
dissociate ourselves from events in the
Low Countries; neither in time of
Elizabeth, nor in the time of Napoleon;
still less at the present day, when modern
developments have brought striking force
so much nearer to our shores'.

"This historic anxiety of the English
people regarding the occupancy of the
Low Countries was, of course, concerned
exclusively with their ports. Regarded
only as pieces of territory, it would not
have mattered who possessed them...

"ltwas this ancient fear that had led her
to back the Dutch against the Spaniards,
and later against the French, that had led
her to oppose Louis XIV and Napoleon,
and that had caused her to join in the
international guarantee for Belgian
neutrality in 1839. There was no unselfish
desire for the rights of small nations
behind that guarantee. England had
always been constitutionally averse from
continental commitments. It was regard
for her own security that induced her to
underwrite Belgian neutrality" (p54-5).

French line. If it did, the war on land

would become a glorious forward march
into Germany, about which the only
doubtful point could be the exact date for
the crossing of the Rhine. Itwas sufficient,
therefore, for the British Force to be

and in so doing had left the Belgians to

their fate; and by far the greater part of It appeared strange to Captain Grenfell

their country was by now under German that, even though the War was supposed
occupation” (p52). to be about defending the 'rights of smalll

. ) nations' like Belgium, and despite the fact
Grenfell considered that it would have that it had been a cardinal principle of

joined up with the French Armies. The been much more effective to have |andedBritish statecraftto keepthe Channel ports
rest could safely be left to the French the BEF on the Belgian coast rather thangyt of the hands of a rival, the Liberal

High Command, whether the British knew in Er

what they were proposing to do or not..
While, therefore. Sir Henry Wilson may
have had a shrewd idea of what the Frenc

ance because, even if the Germangmperialists chose to position their Army

" had instituted Fheir sweeping advance inj, g place where neither of these
Hhe way they did, the German manoeuvreconsiderations could be taken care of.

intended to do in the event of war, it does Would then have had the problem of a The propaganda unleashed by the
not appear that the British Government large British force to their rear on their |ijperals and Irish to justify the War in
had been officially informed of those rightflank, withthe Royal Navyinsupport moral terms was fundamentally flawed as

intentions before the outbreak. Nor are and in control of the channel ports.

the French in anyway open to criticism
on this account. Sir Edward Grey had

the War could not have been about Belgium
However, that would have representedin any real sense because the military

a betrayal of the secret arrangements Wiﬂblans, which were indeed put into force,

nature of the Staff conversations and hadt"€ French. all pointed to a completely different

made it clear that Britain reserved the —Captain Grenfell noted, therefore, that jntention in waging the War: much more

right to come or not to come to France's the Liberal Imperialists had abandoned ato do with a general offensive against

assistance against Germarg49-50).  fundamental principle of British foreign Germany than the defence of Belgium.
policy in planning and waging their war

insisted throughout on the non-committal

Grenfell argues that, if the pre-War
conception of arapid and victorious Anglo-

French march into Germany had been

fulfilled, then the downside of attaching
the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) to

the French line would have been forgotten
about. Inthe event, the British Force was

immediately swept up by, and carried

along with, the French retreat into France.

with the French:

Captain Grenfell is interesting on the
"Historically, the Belgian ports had _conse_quencesofwhatthe Liberallmperial—
always held amuch more important place ISts did—the consequences, that is, both
in British strategical calculations than for the Royal Navy, in the short term, and
the Channel ports of France. While we the British Empire in the medium and
had never, priorto 1914, feltany particular |ong. He notes that the side-lining of the
anxiety regarding the latter, the former agmiralty, the attitude of taking for grant-
had long been the objects of our liveliest ed the Navy, and the general concentration
concern. For centuries, it had been a . .
of effortin Continental warfare nearly had



disastrous consequences in the War:

"The sea service had suffered mo
from lack of attention than deliberate
neglect. Accustomed for generation after
generation to a position of predominang
at sea, the British people took their Na . : .
forgranted.OnthepothF()erhand,the ideaog:aVaIIer Wlth ArChlveS
a great national army fighting on the  Regarding the report in your newspaper on Friday (13th January) on the transfer of
Continent was a new conception, andState documents relating to the arms de-commissioning during the Peace Progess.
was endowed with all the attractions 9f  'm not sure if I read this report correctly but it seems to relate to an issue where|an Irish
novelty. Lord Kitchener was appealing Government decides to donate what is in effect part of the State archive to alforeign
for hundreds of thousands of men, ynjyersity. Whether this decision was made by Fianna Fail or the Coalition is nof really
civilians of all classes all over the country 1 jssye. Nor is the fact that the material involved "was of a general nature and did not
i besggrl]ng rt]hef mlllltary [)ecru't'n”contain sensitive information in relation to individuals".
gvgre?hgnlatng was th(;llg toMng%?/g A 1f my reading of the case is correct it's quite incredible and creates a precedent on how
d I N ' the nation's "memory" is to be treated. | know of no other incident anywhere injwhich

esperate fighting was going on on the K ha decisi ding the State" hives—and | have K
Western Front, and the papers wefed Government makes such a decision regarding the State's archives—and | have worke
finging with the gallant deeds of the in the archive profession for nearly20years._ Ther? |saleg"ald|s_t|nct|qn between the State
British troops, while the casualty lists and the Government o_f the day. The State is the eternal_ entity while the Government
were surfeited with their dead and ©f the dayis charged with the temporary custody of that entity. For a Government to make
wounded. a decision regarding the disposal of part of the State's archive to a foreign source| withou

"The creation of this great new instru- consulting the Dail and indeed not to make legislation to the effect is quite astorjishing.
ment captured the imagination of the It'S SO astonishing in fact that I'm doubting that my reading of this reportis in fact qorrect.
nation, and the anxious contemplation pfBut then again— given the way the country has been treating the nation's memoyy in the
its bloody adventures across the Channellast 20 years why should | be surprised?
drew the popular mind towards thg
trenches and away from the sea...

"Itis not, therefore, entirely surprising
that the opening of the unrestricted Gefr-
man submarine campaign in 1917 found
the Navy very largely unprepared to deal
with it; short of ships, unready in organ
ization, and worst of all, lacking in ideas.
Had the undivided attention of the

Government and the country been free o Martin is referring to the current scandal over Boston College making secret archive material
be devoted to naval defence as the pringajjable to the US Courts on foot of an application by the Police Service of Northern Ireland. Mr.
cipal security problem from 1914 ghaiter responded that the arrangements to hand over the Archive were made by the Int¢rnation:

onwards, itis hardly contestable that themonitoring Commission itself before he took office.
chances of our being caught ill-equipped

for the submarine campaign would have
been very much reduced. As it was, the
gaze of both politicians and people was
almost monopolized by the titanig
struggle and fearful bloodshed going on ;

in France and Flanders, while a great pa rSOId €IS
oftheir activities was necessarily directegd  The report of Lance Corporal James White from Tipperary being awarded a|medal
towards meeting the insatiable materialfrom the Queen raises some important considerations of what our attitude should be to
demands of the land fighting. our citizens serving in the armed forces of a foreign state.

"The consequence was that we com- A few considerations should inform our attitude. Firstly, every member of the British
mitted the elementary strategical blunderarmed forces have to pledge an oath of allegiance to the Queen to serve her above a
of leaving our vital communications others; secondly, the British armed forces are known to have been involved in yarious
inadequately guarded; so that while thenefarious activities in Ireland between the 1970s and 1990 which have led to the deaths
Army was in the midst of its series of of scores of citizens of the Irish republic; thirdly, the British armed forces have been
sanguinary offensives on the Westein;yyolved in more theatres of conflict than any other army with the exception of the United
Front, the submarine campaign againsigiaies and not all of these are sanctioned by the United Nations (witness the recen
our commercial life line was soon within) e\ e[ation of their unsanctioned SAS-led ground activities in Libya last year); fodrthly,
an ace of losing us the war, whatever t &heir covert operations involve the use of non-British passports (again in Libya last year);
armies might or might not be achieving .. s . . . !

fifthly, the British Government continues to refuse to cooperate with the Irish Government
on land... . . ST . h . .

"Taken all round, there can be no doubt” thga investigation of the Duplln and Monaghan bombmgs in 1974 arjd other.mc dents.
that we purchased our security, so far hs le_en that the Insh_Repgbhc claims to bga a sovereign state shquld itnotbe inc umbent
itwas wrapped up in the Channel ports, a/Pon it to ensure that its citizens do not enl!st \_Nlth the armed services of any foreign state
aninordinately high cost. Ifwe had trusted@S Presumably there is always the possibility that such armed forces could become
to our sea power, as on most occasiong ififVolved in hostile acts against it. _ _ _
the past, we could have guarded ourselyes | have nothing personal against Lance Corporal James White and his choice of caree
and our vital sea communications at |aiS something that only concerns him. However, | do feel that in making that chaice he
small fraction of the expenditure of lives should no longer be considered a citizen of the Irish Republic. People who make the
and money incurred by the combination choice to swear an oath of allegiance to another state to serve that state above all othe
of naval action and full-blooded military] should not expect to remain a citizen of the state that they have foresworn. I'm surprised
invention on the Continent that was act-that the voices which on other occasions ring the rafters with claims that Ireland has
ually employed. This twofold policy very| become a banana republic remain silent on this, more apt, illustration of just such a status
nearly ruined us. By the spring of 1917, Eamon Dyas

[continued on page 28 |

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

This letter, sent to the Irish Times on 14th January,
was not published

Eamon Dyas|
Editorial Note: Fianna Fail leader Micheal Martin has called on Justice Minister Alan Shatter—

"to clarify why exactly he agreed to donate documents from the Independent International

Commission on Decommissioning, the body appointed in 1997 to oversee the process af putting
‘beyond use’ weapons used in the Northern Ireland conflict, to Boston College. ...For reasons
of security and safety it is imperative that these papers are not made public for a sufficient period
of time. What is of major concern is that these papers have been given to an institution outside
the island of Ireland which is now involved in a major controversy about protecting the integrity

of its sealed archive” (13.12.11 IT).

This letter, submitted to the Irish Independent on 21st January,
was not published. It refers to a bravery award
given in respect of service in Afghanistan
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ITEMS FROM ‘THE IRISH BULLETIN’ -8

The “Irish Bulletin” (7th July 1919 — 11th Dec.1921) was the official organ of Dail Eireann during the
1919 — 1921 period. Lawrence Ginnell, then Director of Publicity for the Dail, first started it in mid 1919 as a
“summary of acts of aggression” committed by the forces of the Crown. This newssheet came out fortnightly,
later, weekly. We reprint below the summaries published for February 1920

Date - February 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th 7th Total.
Raids:- 300 51 - 99 6 13 469.
Arrests:- 92 - 1 20 5 4 122.
Sentences:- - - 9 1 3 - 13.
Courtmartials: - 2 - - - - 2
Suppressions & Proclamation - - 1 - 2.
Armed Assaults:- 1 - 1 - - 2.
Murders:- 2 - - 2.
DAILY TOTAL:- 392 55 12 121 15 17 612.
Date, February 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th Total.
Raids:- 307 234 134 1 03 320 1,199
Arrests:- 3 5 - 1 3 13 25
Sentences:- - - 2 3 1 1 7
Courtmartials:- - - - - 1 - 1
Proclamations &
Suppressions 1 2 1 - - - 3.
Armed Assaults: 60 - 1 1 1 6
Deportations:- - ] - 3 - - 63.
Murder:- - - - 1 1
Daily Total:- 371 243 137 9 209 336 1,305
Date:- 16th 17th 18th 19th 20th 21st Total.
Raids:- 504 360 3 38 330 20 1255.
Arrests:- - 7 4 14 18 16 59.
Sentences:- 2 - - - 2
Courtmartials: - 1 - 1 2 2 6
Proclamations & -
Suppressions:- 2 2 2 - - 2 6.
Armed Assaults:- 1 1 2 - 3 8.
Deportations:- - - - 2.
Daily Totals:- 509 371 11 53 353 41 1,338.
Date: February 23rd 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th Total.
Raids:- 17 67 516 1 307 289 1,197.
Arrests:- 6 7 28 10 7 32 90.
Sentences:- 2 - 3 - - 3 8
Suppressions & 1 - 1 - - 7 9
Proclamations
Armed Assaults:- - 3 3 - - - 6.
Courtmartials:- - - 1 - - - 1.
Deportations:- 1 - - 3 - 4 8.
Daily Totals:- 27 77 552 14 314 335 1,319.




facturing and extractive industries. This Just try starting a little business and the
Ireland has failed to do for the past fifty Public Service will give you a hard time.

Does years. The IDA has done a great job in There is plenty of scope for the Govern-
It keeping Ireland supplied with large mentto stop hindering someone who wants

Stack factories in foreign ownership, but the to start a business by cutting out the red-
Up 5 expected spin-off into native Irish indust- tape and levelling the playing-field.

ries has not happened. In a healthy
economy most of the people should be

; N . employed in small businesses. In Ireland,
Ireland First' consists of seventeen

. we have hindered and neglected small
prominent people who have got together usiness. We made a mistake when w
lastyear and they produced areport entitlecf '

"A Blueprintfor Ireland's Recoveryhich _raded away our very lucrative f|s_h|n9

: . industry—we should have retained
was presented in March 2011 to the Taoi- ; L

exemption for fishing boats less than . 4
seach, Enda Kenny, TD. Not much has . . ._.a business off the ground and get it to be
rogressed since then, except the sava gfteen metres in length. We should aSSIStan employer
brog . L ptih %and help our farmhouse cheese industry MPIOYEr. o .
and barbaric cuts in health services and . : Without such people, itisimpossible to
benefits affecting the poor and unemploy-InStead of imposing red-tape and very get the economy going and to keep it
. : restrictive conditions onit. These are only * .
edwhile by contrastthe kid glove treatment : : going. Among the seventeen are many
: : . "two examples. There is a multitude of
of public service payments and pensions . . .. whoare good talkers and pleasant company
and expenses has been quietlyinfuriatingthese apparently small things which, if and two heavyweight advisors to Fine
the people. Thdreland First report they were looked after properly, would Gael. Three of them are former Bank of
peopre. P add up to a huge number of jobs for ) ;
proposes that the State must work its way Ireland Directors and four are or were
out of the Depression and the borrowing people. .. ... Directors of AIB. And there is Pat Cox
- . : There are also the active discriminations .
must stop. This is a businesslike proposal . _. . ~and the ubiquitous Peter Sutherland.
and should be rigorously pursued. It is aga.lnst employers. The most OPPTeSSIVEG esent too are Dermot Desmond and
hopeless to be borrowing for current ' Denis O'Brien, either of whom could run
expenditure, most of which is salaries and* No unemployment benefits for a business- the country very well on his own if appoint-
expenses. What should happen is that person who becomes unemployed anded Dictator. What are very obviously
completely new pay scales for all grades no contributory old-age pension for self- missing from the group are women. The
of public servants should be introduced at employed people. People know this lack only woman on itis Angela Kerins who is
fifty percent of the present scales for any of two important safety nets available to Chief Executive of Rehab Group. What
new entrants to public servantjobs. People, everyonexceptnot to people who start about Margaret Heffernan of Dunnes
well-qualified people, would be glad to  a business. Stores? She could really get the country
take the jobs at half the present rates. * Thereisthe Employee Tax Creditwhich going. There are many very capable
National and local politicians have put is allowed to all full time and part-time women involved in the Tourist Industry

in place for themselves really massive employees butisallowed tofamily mem- whose advice is sorely needed. But they
rewards by international standards. Let bersemployed by parents only on certainare not here represented which is a pity.
them keep them only until the nextelection. conditions. Not so long ago, it was not Maybe they weren't asked?
Bring in new scales of rewards and expen- allowed to family members at all. This
ses at one-half of the present scales for does not encourage family businesses TOURIST INDUSTRY
every politician elected or re-elected at and | know a man who emigrated rather  The Tourist Industry in Ireland is not
the next elections. Do away with travel than suffer onin Ireland where he had towell-organised. The industry does not look
expenses for every National and local pay more tax on the same pay as amafter the product properly. Our roads, for
politician and give each of them a Free employee working nextto himwhowas example, are badly neglected. As are
Travel Card to be used on the public trans- not his father's son. amenities such as quays, car-parks, lay-
port system. Let them travel with the * There is the Revenue Job Assist for  bys, camper van parks and yacht marinas
people whom they represent. Ireland has long-term unemployed who "take up a (where they exist at all). Scottish tourist
an excellent public transport system (at qualifyingemployment”. Thisallowance  roads wind pleasantly and very smoothly
enormous cost) and the elected represent- €3,810 plus €1,270 for each child per ~ across the countryside, and are unmarred
atives and Public Service should use itthe annum is not available to a long-term by cowboy-pipe-layers or by potholes.

Of the seventeen people—sixteen men
and one woman direland First—there
are four whom one could identify &self-
starters" The self-starters are the real
ackbone of any economy. It is they who
identify or create a need and who can get
together the people and the money to get

IRELAND FIRST

same as everyone else. unemployed person whostartshisorher ~ Why is it that our roads are not treasured
These are drastic proposals and it is ownbusiness. Whereisthelogicinthis?  and nurtured as part of our tourist product?

drastic measures which are needed nowto It just does not stack up! Another much-neglected part of our

cut out the superfluous fat which has tourist product is our local heritage; every

accumulated in the past. We cannot afford It is a huge but unacknowledged fact square mile of Ireland has its heroes and
any fat now. Especially not on our backs. that employers are paying 99% of the heroines. Poets, writers, soldiers, actors,
If we saw drastic measures being taxes in Ireland. They are responsible forinventors, politicians, men and women
implemented by our politicians for them- collecting and paying to The Revenue who became famous in other countries.
selves and for the public service of the Commissioners—Value Added Tax, all We should celebrate them all. What have
future then we would begin to believe in the PAYE and PRSI, Excise duties, we to be ashamed of?
our leaders. Corporation Tax and their own personal Cork County Council obliterated the
taxes. And, whether they like it or not, site of the Béal na Blath ambush where
Any State is at the mercy of other statesemployers have to have and keep serviceMichael Collins was killed when it widen-
if it does not look after its own manu- ofabusiness computerand abankaccounied the road in a tasteless manner and in
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above this must be set a loss of life on
scale never before dreamed of in the
islands." (p94-5).

recentyears likewise the Crossbarry Bajtle
site was bypassed, again in a very uply
way. The Crossbarry site is internationally-

renowned and arguably General Tdm  captain Grenfell's view was that th

Barry was the greatest general of recordled jheral Imperialist commitment to Con

soldiers and one bagpiper to fight
break out of an ambush by 1,370 bat

hardened British troops led by Genef

Percival (who later surrendered Singap
to an inferior force).

The Irish lost three men, the British [0
35 (some reports say the British lost 3
It was 13 of them to each one of the Iris
A very famous victory and we do n
make enough of it. The site should

carefully and reverently preserved. Greatqyick formality, became unwinnable with
IS out the infusion of vast amounts of finandg

work has been done at Knowth, which
older than the Great Pyramid of Egy
and at castles such as at Trim and Ba
court. But there is an awful lot more to
done and such restoration is a gr
investment in the future of tourism.

RECENT LEGISLATION

The Education (Amendment) Bill 201{2

and the Finance Bill 2012 have betwe

d amounts of the British Empire's blood a
le-treasure in the waging of an unending w
al of attrition—placed England in a positio
Préwhereby she came very close to losing t
War.

St For Grenfell Britain had taken 'her ey
D). off the ball' and nearly 'got caught nappin

Pt the blockade.
e The War, which was supposed to be

DL, and then finally a vast infusion of man
Ypower from the United States. And, o
PE course, the money and men from the Units
PalStates had implications for not only th

settlement and the long-term sustainabili
of the British Empire—which had exhaust
ed and bankrupted itselfin waging its Wa
ENto the bitter end.

them three very out-of-date features—

the Education Bill, the Education Act

in" |n some ways it could be said that t
f United States played the role vacated

h. by the submarine response of Germanyjo

waging of the War, but also the peade

reference is made to Customs Consolid- “large subventions of cash to fuel the W

ation Act 1876 and the Succession Dlitywhilst the European Continent bled itse
Act 1853. Is |t not about t|me that E” dry Th|s “me Eng'and b|ed |tse|f dry EY
enactments prior to 1922 would either bee||. And it was the emerging islang
re-enacted or repealed? We should hohation, and not Britain, that emerged o
have to depend now onaforeignlegislatbretop as a result.
for our laws.
The Health (Professional Home Caile)
Bill 2012 has a peculiar wording on page
6. Clause (5) (b) read%An undertaking
providing professional home care servides
shall maintain a log in the home of gll
medication administered, which shall be
accessible to all?And who is the "all'7
Can people demandto come into the Hgme

off the public street for medication or {o
read the log? It doesn't stack up somehpw
Michael Stack ©

Pat Walsh

Roger Casement: The Crime Against
Europe. With The CrimeAgainst Ireland
Introduction by B. Clifford. 184pp. 2003.
al3, £9.99.

The Casement Diary Dogmatists.
Edited byBrendan Clifford 68pp. October
2004. o5, £4.

Traitor-Patriots In The Great War:
Casement & Masaryk by Brendan
Clifford. 56pp. October 20045, £4.

Casement, Alsace-Lorraine And The
Great Irredentist War by Brendan
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the Irish Case for the League of Nation
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Clifford. March 2006. @16, £12.

Naval Warfare

continued

our international credit was virtually
exhausted, and had it not been for the
entry of the United States into the war on
the side of the Allies, the extent of our
war effort would undoubtedly have had
to be drastically reduced. We entered the
war the richest country in the world, with
abounding supplies of capital invested
abroad. Intwo and a half years of war, we
had practically run through our entire
fortune and were on the verge of collapse.
The effort to fight a first class war on both
sea and land at the same time had proveq
too much for our finances. And over and

- n =
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GUILDS continued

One of the outstanding developme
of the 1890-1930 period has been
remarkable expansion of the activities
I power of the State. This has been {
r partially to pressure of events, partly

public demands. It has shown itself
emany forms, but principally in

(i) agreatextension of State owners
and administration—of railways, fores§

. mines, posts and telegraphs, electric po
—so that the State has become the di
employer of an ever-increasing army
citizens in addition to the large numbg
of soldiers, police and civil servants;
(i) anintensification in centralised Sta
control with absorption of local municip
services, so that these have been t4
over by the State or made entirely depe
dent on a State department;
(i) a great increase in the control a
regulation of all private enterprise in agj
culture, industry and trade by Governm
departments. This developmenthas re
tedin a considerable addition to the cos
administration and to taxation.
As this is borne very largely by priva
E enterprise, the latter is being driven b4
yinto a smaller area on which the St
cfl steadily encroaches. Again, the powe
, government over the individual citizd
has so much increased that it is m
easier to drive a country into aggressi
and wars which the body of citizen
not want. In other words, the growth
State intervention leads to totalitarianis
and this tends to be militaristic.

BUREAUCRACY

Finally, even in democratic countri
there has been a transfer of power f
Parliament and Ministers to administrat
departments. Even when there is a chg
of Government by the electorate, the ac
power of the political Executive to car
into effect a new policy is very serioug
limited by the administrative power of t
civil service. Owing to the great extensi
of legislation regulating agriculturd
industry and commerce, there has aris
tendency whereby Parliamentdecides
the general principles of legislation a|
delegates to Ministers of State powe
make orders and regulations applyingt
principles in detail. As these orders :
drafted by departmental officials and ha
the same obligations as Acts of Parliamg

economic interests of citizens has gre;
increased. This power, exercised i
formal,

and is one of the most significant devel@o-
ments of the twentieth century.
(To be continued next issue with
reference to the Protestant
Reformation and the Guilds).



the eventual triumph of the worker. The lature and Press. In a period of gro
most extreme section—anarchists @ndexpansion of trade and industry and
communists—urged the ruthless intensif- mental environment that favoured 'stu

GUILDS continued

the approval of the national body; lasfly, revolution to bring about the collapse|of case in favour of the freedom of contré
Works Committees inthe individual estab- the capitalist system, the elimination|of trade and competition and of ng
lishments for dealing with local mattefs, private property, and the establishmenit ofintervention by the State.
subordinated to the District and Natiopal a proletarian dictatorship.
Councils. For the less highly organised or  On the other hand, Fabian Socialists V OCATIONALISM
badly organised industries where no eff¢ct-and Social Democrats on the Continent  Between these extremes of State So
ive machinery existed for the regulatipn believed inagradual evolution by peaceful,ism andlaissez-fairea middle way wa
of wages, the Committee recommendledconstitutional means to a stage in whichpointed out in 1891. Leo XIlII, in hf
that the Minister for Labour should haye the principal means of production woyld Encyclical Rerum Novarumresponde
power to set up Trade Boards even thoughbe taken over and administered by thetg the need of the Catholics for mo
these industries were not 'sweated' in|theState, which would become the chie{ if guidance on the many disputed quest
technical sense. not the sole employer. In England the rajsed by the growing urgency ofthe so
Finally, the Committee recommended Trade Union Movement had held aldof problem. While reprobating Socialis
that there should be a Standing Arbitratjonfrom political parties after the failure pf pecause of its deification of the State
Council to which differences which tie the Chartist movement in 1848, but|in the denial of natural rights, he insisted
Councils could notsettle mightbe referrpd. 1899 the Trade Union Congress formed athe right and duty of the State to intervd
As a direct result of this recommendatfon distinct parliamentary group which, |n forthe defence of the worker and of justi
came the establishment, under the Indlus1907, adopted a socialist policy of the he asserted the right of workers and e
trial Courts Act, 1919, of the first permgn- Fabian type. |oyers to form free associations and p| h
ent Arbitration Court in Great Britaif. Butthere was another form of sociali$m ed for collaboration in place of cla§

ial-

This Actalso provided for the appointm¢nt which was opposed to giving such power warfare. He proclaimed the doctrine
of a conciliator by the Minister of Laboyr, to the State. Syndicalists held that bpththe living wage and expounded the t
atthe request of either side, in any disppitejiberty and efficiency would be preserved, nature and limits of private property.
and for the holding of a Court of Inquify if ownership and control of industry wefe 1931 the intensification of social unrs
into the causes of a dispute when sfichvested in the Syndicates or Trade Unigns |ed Pius XI to develop this line of teachi
action seemed expedient. On its publica-They left no place for the owner oremplgy- and apply it to the new problems of

tion the Whitley Scheme received gengraler, and, onthe Continent at least, advocgiteghost-war era. He maintained the conde

approval of both trade unions and emplpy-direct action, sabotage, general strikeSation of communism and socialism on
ers' association and was widely adopfed.and class warfare. Syndicalism originafedone hand, and of economic laissez-f#i
Causes similar to those in England ghvein France about 1850 and secured stfongn the other, demonstrating that f
rise to systems of conciliation and arbitra- support there, in Spain and in Italy. The competition had led to the new finand
tion in most countries of the world. The movement known in America as Indupt- domination and the international strug
tendency towards either conciliation for rial Unionism has many of the featureq of for economic power. He appealed to
compulsory arbitration varies in the diff¢r- Syndicalism. State to intervene energetically for
ent systems. In England, a mild and expurgated VEr- reconstruction of the social order on
Onthe one hand, we find systems whichsion of Syndicalism appeared under thepasis of justice; brought out the twofq
are intended merely to strengthen the d¢sirmame of Guild Socialism about 1906 gnd character, social and personal, of prop
for an understanding between the paftiesexercised a powerful influence over mgny and labour; recommended workers'
and helpthemto an agreement, either yvitheaders of the Labour movement and inemployers' associations, and, finally, ur
or without State aid. This may be called the professions. It advocated the trangferihat they unite in vocational groups.
voluntary conciliation. On the other hand, of industry by peaceful parliamentary  This theory of vocational groups
there are systems which, under cerfainmethods to the joint management of Sfatenot a discovery or invention of Pius
conditions, generally after voluntary cgn- and Trade Union, the latter being recog- Ever since 1840 it had been stresseq
ciliation has failed, provide for compulsgry nised by the State as the normal contrdllersocial writers, especially in France.
State interventioninfixing working condi- of industry. This theory appealed to the them it was not due to nostalgia for
tions and supervising the maintenancg oftradition of industrial self-governmept mediaeval Guilds but to their beliefin t
industrial peace. These may be calledwhich existed under the mediaeval guild natural right of free association.
compulsory arbitration systems. and to the demand for industrial democrgcy.  Three reasons for his advocacy
It should, however, be noted that|in vocational groups are given by Pius KI:
VocaTionaL Oreanisation | both Syndicalismand Guild Socialismthe first, they provide aremedy for the diso
The development of vocational orggan- owner is eliminated, and the parallel wjth of class warfare which is leading soci
isation in the nineteenth century had bpenthe mediaeval Guilds is not completef A to ruin; secondly, they prevent undue S
influenced by theory and has itself exer- unique practical experiment was mad¢ incontrol and preserve the salutary princ

cised an influence on theory.

1920 with the foundation of a Buildir]

d that, as far as possible, the State sh

An outstanding event in the history|of Guild, but it collapsed in 1922.
social theory was the publication in 1467
of Karl Marx'sDas Kapitaland the gregt
moral and intellectual impetus that it gave
to socialism. Exasperated by their povérty chief opponent of socialist and reform
and by the economic liberalism which theories was the dominanteconomic il
forbade the State to defend them, [thealism identified with the so-called Ma
workers throughout Europe turned to Sgatechester School and the policy lafssez
ownership as their ultimate objectiye. faire. It occupied a position of apparen
There were, however, many differengesimpregnable strength in University teag

M ANCHESTER ScHooL

Throughout the nineteenth century the of free association and do not interf

leave to subsidiary bodies the work wh
they can efficiently discharge; thirdl
they preserve the important natural ri

st with the right of citizens to choose th
er-form of government nor with the propger
n- functioning of the authority of the Stage.

Class warfare and bureaucracy are thegwo
ly dangers against which Pius XI wished|to
h- guard.

as to the most effective means of securingng, in finance and business, in the leg

is- '
continued on page 28
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GUILDS continued

rise of the factory system, Friendly S
eties came into existence to provide
benefits of insurance against death, s
ness and unemployment, which the gu
had formerly provided. These societ
were frequently used as a cloak for tr

ordinating authority for the trade unio

of the whole country. The Irish TUC wa

.founded in 1893. The movement

zﬁgdeveloping order in the Trade Union

CKyvas slow and not uniformly successf

€S and strength of the trend were unmistakal

with an ascending scale of authoritig

I
ldSthere were many failures, butthe directin
I

xde The Peel Act of 1825, while recognisin
th . . o .
the right of collective bargaining, did n
NS provide any protection for workers wh
took collective action to attain their eng
Molestation and obstruction were expre
ly forbidden by the Act and picketin

union activities during the early ninetee
century in order to evade the restrictid
of the Combination Acts.

Co-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES

Next to the Trade Unions and Friendly

Societies the most important organisatjon

even of the most peaceful kind was f

s towards collaboration.

s  The Nottingham Hosiery Board (18
Df and the Joint Committees of the Wolv
s, hampton Building Trades (1864) remai
s, forsome yearsisolated instances, butfi
; 1867101875, many Boards of Conciliat
nwere established at which representat
e.of masters and men "met on equal ter
g Many ofthese Boards, such as those o
bt Iron Trade of the North of Englan
o founded in 1869, and of the Bootmaki
s. Industry have flourished since then g
5s-proved the value of conciliation. The ea
) Boards worked on the principle that ra
e- of wages should be based on the se

guently severely punished. The caseg ofprice of the commaodity, and during t
the Southwark shoemakers in 1832 gndyears ofindustrial prosperity which follo
the Dorchester labourers in 1834 greed their formation proved most effecti
"instances of how the efforts of the workers In the period of contraction and depress

of workers that grew up at this time was
the Consumers' Co-Operative Socigty,
founded in Rochdale, Lancashire in 1844

This type of body was the result off a
spontaneous movement on the par
workers and has had remarkable sucg¢es

in England, Scotland and the Scandinayian

countries. The working and middle clasges
have proved beyond doubt their ability|to
operate enterprises in wholesale and r¢tai
distribution, banking, insurance and mapu
factureButin these co-operative concelns
control always remained with the sh
holders and not with the workers employed
by the co-operative
Agricultural Co-operative Societigs

also appeared. In 1862, the first Raffeisen

Credit Society was establishedin Germany.

to provide co-operative banking for far
ers by farmers, and in 1882 the first ¢o-

were repressed and punished.

i

al unrest accompanied by riots

however, which set in about 1874, tji

The next 30 years witnessed great indusprinciple reacted very unfavourably
nadhe workers. Reduction in wages becd
outrages on the part of the workers whichwidespread until it reached such a pqg

caused a strong antagonism to Tradethat frequent, prolonged and bitter stri

Pnionism. But, while opposition betwegn

occurred in almost every trade w

masters and workers was very real an{l atlisastrous results to the Trade Unions

_times developed into actual warfare, th¢reemployers alike, and the volunta

were periods, of peace and co-operatipn;conciliation boards failed, for the md
otherwise trade and industry could rot part, to solve the difficulties of the timdg

have functioned at all. After 1850 thefe

gradually grew up organisations desigried

to fulfill the essential tasks of pea
negotiation and collective bargaining.

"An organisation, as we see it, is|a
body through which the spirit of a groyp
can be made manifest and operative. Iti
the spirit and will which are importani.

Hence, if members and leaders have hot

the outlook and spirit of co-operation, |if
they are not disciplined in mind and will

"The stability of society depends o
continually increasing affluence dra
from the productive world beyond Brita
by means of a money system in wh
Britain is once again close to being
major player. Affluence is the conditid
of development of the British ideal
individualism which leads logically a
practically to the single-persd
household, with the abolition of marria
and state provision for the raising

for sale, were made in France after 1
under the influence of Louis Blanc's tea

ing, and also in other countries. But|i

spite of assistance from Trade Unio
Governments and Municipalities, th
were not successful, mainly owing

difficulty in maintaining industrial discit

pline, neglect of salesmanship and lac
adaptability to new processes. Unlike C
sumers' and Agricultural co-operativ
they were not able to compete with priv
enterprise or to solve their problems
capital and management.

Both workers' and employers' organ
ations were at first formed as local bod
confined to a town or district, but as tin

so as to work together for a higher co

tion, however well designed by the leg
lature and encouraged by the administ
tion, will not succeed. The history {
workers'and employers' organisations

tional Organisation 1943Report, p.312).

CONCILIATION

hte  The House of Commons Committe

of of 1856 and 1860 found the operatives
alltrades disposed to support the princi

es Thisfinding is borne out by the resolutio
ne favouring the establishment of Counc

went on, they amalgamated into regio
or national associations. Not merely
the Union in each trade endeavou
become national so as to include in
organisation all craftsmen in the whd
country, but different Unions linked up

ﬁI

hal of Conciliation passed at Sheffield in 18
id by a gathering of 138 representatives
toTrade Unions.

ne The employers on the other hand ¢
le not view this trend with favour, and i
n theirevidence before a Royal Commissi

Trade Councils for a particular town
city, or in regional groups such as

he workers to claim collectively any share

mon purpose, mere mechanical assogi

as well as ,of democracy itself—proves
that abundantly" Cémmission on Vocat

is- of voluntary submission to arbitratiof.

or in 1867 denounced all attempts by th

Manchester Cotton Federation, until the regulating the conditions of their labo
process of consolidation reached its final as'unwarrantable encroachments on the
stage when the British Trade Union Comg- rights as employersNevertheless, fron

children" (Brendan CliffordLabour &
Trade Union ReviemOctober, 2007).

1896 nciuaTIoN AcT
The Conciliation Act of 1896 ga
[ recognition to the advantages of jo
> representative boards of conciliationfji
well-organised trades. In trades where
rate of wages wa%xceptionally low as
compared with that in other employmeng
thatisto say, in'sweated' trades, machi
ES to fix minimum wages was set up by f
INTrade Board Act of 1909. The abnor
bleconditions and unrest of the war per
led to the setting up of the Whitley Co
'S mittee in 1917. This Committee, in
]3 reports, strong advocated co-opera
p6 hetween employers and Trade Union:
ofthe best method of securing indust
_ harmony.
id  For highly organised industries it
' commended the establishment of, firsj
ONNational Joint Industrial Council for ea
€industry composed of representatives
N the associations of both sides, mee
U regularly and often to consider matt
I affecting the trade; secondly, district Co
cils, similarly composed, to handle dist

ress was established in 1868 to be thg cothis period we find a growing tenden

Yy

continued on




. problem over to the national executive. defence against unjust and oppress
GUILDS continued Thi/l “K/IS%'UEO'" Shc‘l)'ull:()j be wnhdra;;vn. conditions. Workers fell back instinctivel
. . ‘Mr.M.J. Keyes, T.D., vice-president, ,, the natural right of association anc
of interest to the Communist Party' wias i i ks . .. . L.
y observed diplomatically that Congress instinctively based their association

in relation to a resolution by Miss Loule  was entitled to accord hearty thanks|to . ~. =
Bennett, Irish Women Workers' Unign  the Women Workers' Union for havinfy their comradeship in the same trade.

(Dublin), who was also a member of the brought about such a magnificent contrip- In England, Scotland and Ireland f
Dublin Trades Counciland of the 'Friends  ytion from Comrade O'Brien. Ifithad nqt unions had a remarkable growth towa
of the Soviet Union'. Her resolution re-  been put down they would have lost the the end of the eighteenth century. Butt
quired the incoming national executiye  penefit of that understanding and reseafchwere metin 1800 with an absolute pro

{Irish Trade Union Congress}torequgst  he had put into the matter." (William ition by Parliament which in the Combi
the joint council of congress and the  O'Brien1881-1968: Socialist, Republicah, ation Acts, forbade any association
Labour Party 'to devote special attentjon  Dail Deputy, Editor, and Trade Uniont \yorkmen. It is clear that the legislatg
to the possible reactions, economic gnd Leader, Thomas J. Morrissey, SJ, Four regarded trade unions as contrary to
social' of a vocational system 'upon the ~ Courts Press, 2007). public good on the grounds that they w
working class of Ireland'. The immedizgjte . | in restraint of trade and destructive
context was the Commission on Voda- According toThe Oxford Companiorn freedom of contract. At this period t
tional Organisation, still sitting, and the of Irish History, State left workmen éntirel unprotectd
fear that a form of vocationalism and "Bennett's belief in vocationalism &s for not merelv did it rohigit th%m frol
corporatism might emerge similar fo  an alternative to socialism and capitaligm . oo ingelf—defgnce but refused
Fascism. Miss Bennett, a member of the  |ed herto membership of the Commissipn 9 ’

Commission, viewed vocationalism |n onVocational Organisation 1939-1943." enforce any of the old legislation whi
some form as inevitable and judgkd g_ _ pro_tectged the worker or to enact any
wrongly, ‘that Mr. de Valerawas in loje ~_ Sn€ became the first woman Presidgntiegislation for that purpose.

with Vocational Organisation'. ofthe Irish Trade Union Congressin 1982 The exasperation of the workers
"Mr. O'Brien said the subject was an and wrote several novels. very greatand was not confined to peac
important one. He agreed with MissBgn-  Thomas Morrissey does not reveal|if modes of expression. The Combinat
nett ‘that there was a great deal of corlfu-william O'Brien was invited to serve op Lawswererepealedin 1824 (Hume's A
sion regarding the meaning of Fascigm, the commission on Vocational Organip- but many of the restrictions were befq
Vocationalism, Communism and Social- ation. His ITGWU colleague. Senatdr long renewed. The struggle for the righ
ism', but the confusion did not end with ) gue, = the worker to form unions and to ta
these. 'A process of clearing our mirjds 1"0mMas Foran, served. Jim Larkin, SOr. .0 tive action in trade disputes cont

and understanding whatthese things mearvas @ Commission member also, Hut qq through the nineteenth century
and stand for is certainly a desiralple attended only 20 of the 84 meetings. varying success.

thing." He hoped the members paid William O'Brien and James Larkir, The doctrine that the State should
attention to the fact that Miss Bennett Junior both gave oral evidence to the regulate industry or business had als
pointed out that a trade union is a vofa- commission. yield to the dictates of humanity, but o

tional organisation. 'Whatever differenges
we have on the other facts, | think we g@re W lude b ina how th
all agreed that a trade union is desirable, VW€ conciuae oy reporing how ihe . X

L X . uously for years. Radicals like Cobdg
sotothatextent we believe in Vocatignal Commission Report handled the strongly opposed bills prohibiting the e

Organisation.' He thought that if Migs ; ; . : .
Bennett gave a lecture on the mattel or Guilds and the History of loyment of children for sweeping chi

initiated a debate it would be of mugh ~ Vocational Organisation. neys and predicted the downfall ofindus
greater help than setting up a committee if factory hours were reduced from fo

X . TRADE UNIONS | d
Unfortunately, the Irish Women Workelfs . . teen to twelve per day.
Union seemed ‘to have an infallible The eighteenth century belief that the

remedy for every problem—to appoin{ a abolition of all restrictions on industr "SUfﬁCiem for the present to state th
commission. In America they would s and of all guilds and associations wo Id  Trades Guilds existed in Ireland as uy
it was 'passing the buck’. Instead |of lead to peace, progress and prosperity \as the Continentand England, during Ro
involving the National Executive, whly not found by the workers of the 1770-  Catholic, pre-Reformation days; that af
did not the Women Workers' Union get 1830 period to be based on reality. the Reformation those Trade Guilds b
up their own commission and come hp ~ There is no need to describe here the omeexclusively Protestant, and eveng
with a report which Congress could State of the working classes at this perjod ~ Catholic, within the English Pale; th
discuss? Such a report was required| Atin regard to rates of pay, hours and condi- they continued to refuse admission
present people were 'talking abdut tions of workin factories and mines, livin Catholics even after the passage of
Vocationalism and about Fascism when conditions and civic rights. They we Catholic Emancipation, and that theg
they do not know what they mean, ahd appalling, degrading and inhuman. old Trade Guilds were formally abolish
they did not know also what Socialismjor  Against these cruel hardships workgrs by law in 1840. But the Catholic a

Communism means'. He continued: | yeacted with a new method of self-defenice fF:(r)(r);eZLa}lrg V#%%@sgmgo(gsi;ig;g# i
lVOCatlonal|Srn, as Miss Bennett hps —the trade unions. In some cases th OnIy being ellglble) did neverthele

Fasciam. Socialiom or Communiem. I o "8 undoubted continuity with an off ~ organise themselves, and it was ¢
stand upon its own. We have it here t§ aguild or journeyman's association, butfpr  trade unions which dominated the lab
certain extent. The various unions and the most part the trade unions were ngw, Wworld to the wrath of the capitalists a
professional organisations and so forth prebecause the vast majority of their members landlords, and the chagrin Ofth? GQV
all based on the vocational idea. What hivewere new to industry, and the tradps MeNts” (James Connollyabourin Irish
we to consider? The development of Voga- i, o \seves were often of recent origin{— History, Chapter XVI).

tional Organisation, such as trade unions, . . . .
or are we to consider it as a rival to the the result of inventions of the industria

parliamentary system? That s the real cfux@nd mechanical age. The origin of the . ~ FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
of the matter.’ trade union was due to the same need as With the decline of the guilds and t

"He did not think it fair to pass the that which produced the guild—sel continued on page 30

after a long, bitter struggle in which m
like Lord Shaftesbury had to contend str
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"A system of socialist democracy is not possible if the organised workers continue to act as a proletariat whose highest
aspiration is to be destructive of 'the system'..." ( Labour & Trade Union Review , October, 2000).

From Guild to Trade Union

"A Union Chiefhasrejected suggest-
ions that the new Social Partnership
wage agreement is modelled on 1930
Italian fascism.

or communism. We see no necessary
connection between a special organisation
of the vocational sphere of social activily
and any particular form of political regime

functioning vocational organisatio
should be totalitarian. Indeed such
society would present an almost insupdy-
able obstacle to an excessive concent

"SIPTU Vice-President Jack O'Conngr
told the Chartered Institute of Personngl
and Development (CIPD) conference thjat
he 'totally objected’' to any comparisgn
being made with Italian fascism. He wgs
responding to criticism of the Sustainin|

oradministrative machinery. Admitted|
the form of political regime and admin
istrative machinery will, to a considerab
extent, influence the whole social ar
economic structure of any country arj
therefore its vocational organisation
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ion of power in political or bureaucrati
hands such as is found in a totalitari
State" Commission on Vocationa|
Organisation 1943Report, p.11).

N

TRrRADE UNION RESERVATION

"We agree to the principal of Vocation
Organisation, because the general trghd
of economic and social developmegt
impels us inevitably towards a syste
based upon it... We perceive how vital
important it is that Parliament shoul
retain supreme power under a systemgof
vocational organisation in order to avo
the danger of Corporatism and a dictatdy-
ship, whether individual or bureaucrat

Vocational organisation belongs o

the producer. But the capitalist producgr
approaches economic enterprise fro
different standpoint from that of the co
sumer. Production for profitis his primar
aim. So long as the profit motive remai
the dominant factor of production an
the power of money is vested in a minori
group, dangers both to the employee ad
the consumer remain inherent within vo
ational organisation” (Reservation No.
Ms. Louie Bennett, The Irish Wome
Workers' Union; Senator Sean Campb
Dublin Typographical Provident Societ
Commission on Vocational Organisati
1943 Report, p.477-478).

Progress Social Agreement (signed Wp
last month) by economist Col
McCarthy.

"In a discussion on competitiveneg
and Social Partnership, Mr. McCarth
had said that Sustaining Progress 'ha
strong whiff of Mediterranean corporat
ism from the 1930s'. Later he said he wps
thinking more of Salazar's Portugal, rath
than Mussolini's Italy..." Ifish Inde-
pendent24.5.2003).

well. But the fact that the country i
organised on vocational lines does not
deprive the people of the power to chanpe
the political regime and its machinery
and to secure safeguards against fhe
a system being distorted from its true
purpose and function.

"A 'totalitarian State'is one that claims
br  the right, the mission and the competence
tointervene in every activity of its citizen
lives, private and public, individual ang¢l
corporate. 'The State is absolute, indiyi-
duals and groups relative. Individuals
and groups are admissible in so far
they come within the State.' (Mussolinj,
Fascism p.27.) A monarchical form of
government may make this claim, 4o
equally may an oligarchical, or dictatoria|,
ordemocratic form. 'Totalitarianism' dogs
not in any way depend on the particulpr
type of political regime. There is certainlly
no reason why a society composed
strong, autonomous, independent, freely-
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Mr. McCarthy might have saved him
self much confusion if he had checked t
thoughts of two eminent academic pr
decessors, one from hama mater
Professor Michael Tierney, Universit
College Dublin and the 'Moses of the
South', Professor Alfred O'Rahilly
University College Cork. Both endorsefd
the following in theCommission on
Vocational Organisation 1943 Report:

"We feel it necessary to say a word ¢r Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
two about the terms ‘totalitarian Stathk' offered special rates on other publications
and 'fascist State' owing to the fact thht/rish Political Review is published by
the§e terms are constantly used, eitijer the IPR Group: write to—
de“be.rately orin co_nfusmn,as synony 1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
cociety. It has been suggesied again qng _ BraY Co- Wicklow or
society.

again¥hat the introductgi]c?n of vocgtion | 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or

organisation is equivalentto the introdug- 2 Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT

tion of ‘fascism' or 'totalitarianism' of  or Labour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029

'dictatorship’ or is at least the first st C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork

towarqls suqh forms of government. Su Subscription by Post:

an opinion is unfoundgd since the_ evi 12 issues: £20, UK:

ence shows that vocational organisati € 30, Ireland; € 35, Europe.

exists under democratic forms of gover

ment, or under communistic forms.

"There is no more reason for thinkin
that vocational organisationis equivaleft
to 'fascism' than there is for thinking thgt
it is equivalent to syndicalism, socialis
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WiLLiam O'BriEN @ IT&GWU

The presentwriter has always consid
ed William O'Brien of the Irish Transpo
& General Workers' Union as one of t
most underestimated leaders inthe Labgur
movement. He had his finger on the pulge
at all times whether it was the ITGWU
the Labour Party. The following is a
interesting insight to O'Brien's thinkin
ontheissue of Vocationalism whilstadmo
ishing the more 'left' leader, Louise Benn

==

Electronic Subscription:
€ 15/ £12 for 12 issues
(or € 1.30 / £1.10 per issue)

You can also order from:
https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

"The other instance of his {William O
Brien} intervening in the interests o
clear thinking and of upsetting 'matte

continued on page 31
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