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Northern Ireland

Proconsul Politics

In Northern Ireland the Government is under attack from the State. The Stat
wants normal democratic politics. The governing system is in breach of the first
democracy, which is that the majority rules.

The representative of the State is the Secretary of State, Owen Paterson, a
nationalistic, or Imperialistic, English Tory.

In England nationalism and Imperialism have been the same thing for hund
years. When England asserted an absolute nationalism for itself it was not in su
a general principle of nationalism, which it recognised as applying to others t
declaration of absolute national independence, made in the course of the politic
known as the English Reformation, took the form of an assertion that England
Empire. Being an Empire meant, for it, that it was subject to no authority butits o
and that it had the right to do as it pleased with others, subject only to the limit
power.

The development of the European Union posed the most serious danger
absolute independence that there has ever been. Its unexpected success threat
the policy of playing European States against each other. It was unable to brea
Union from the outside. Thatwas work that could only be done from within. Iteven
succeeded in becoming a member, and it has been outstandingly effective in we
the Union by random expansion, globalist megalomania, and 'corruption' com
against the Christian Democracy that founded the Union and made it function
generation.

But, when it seemed that the Union was in ruins, its core counties got the
together for an effort to make the Euro currency functional by means of which E
disapproved. On other issues in the past England has been granted 'exempti
measures which it did not see being in its interest. The most substantial of th
exemption from the currency—an utterly stupid concession which built fin
antagonism into the EU. The crisis which this led to stimulated the Eurozone t
fiscal measures to keep the currency viable. This was not in the English inter
neither was it in the English interest to be granted an exemption. Consolidatio
Eurozone would necessarily be disadvantageous to England.

Since the Eurozone countries were determined to try to save the currency, itw
English interest that this should be done within the structures of the EU, where i

continue its well-rehearsed role of being helpfully obstructive. But, instead of doing t

the Prime Minister vetoed the use of the EU structures in the effort to save the cur
with the result that the other twenty-six countries decided to go ahead without E
and outside the EU structure.

Itis said that it was under ultimatum from Owen Paterson that Cameron exerci
veto, and isolated himself.

This is a gamble on the Eurozone failing quickly without English help, and on E
power in the world being greatly enhanced as a result.

Having turned his attention from geopolitics to the backyard of Northern Ir
Patterson was naturally horrified. Things were ticking over nicely under the agr
made between Sinn Fein and the DUP and it was horrible. It was a mo
appeasement. It was a travesty of all that England stood for, and it was happ
home.

| continued on page 2|

Feeding The
Sectarian Thesis

ayshtartin Mansergh did areview ©érror
ldrofireland 1916-1923edited by David
Fitzpatrick, in theSunday Timesn 5th

tréngiyst. He says:

"The Irish revolution was not primarily
ds afirected against southern Protestants. In
ort gfany places they were left alone or even
. |trotected by the IRA k_)ut_in o'_[her places
evemey _ suffered |nt|m|d_at|on and

occasionally worse, sometimes as aresult
aBf their own imprudent actions but more
will, often not."
ofi
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And then says:

o this "History is written by the victors, and
edtéi@ﬁddistinctions between Protestant,

unionist, loyalist, freemason, Orange-
up t an, spy and informer that might be used
a”Yto justify removing people from the
keniegmmunity looked rather different to the
laintsapidly thinning pews of a Church of
for dreland congregation.”

A minimum of logic would be useful

el&f%. If the revolution was not directed

‘against Protestants and, if clear distinctions
'@ made according to their differing
€ Ytitical responses to the revolution, why
Cigld it lead to theifthinning pews? And,
dPRiistinctions were made between the
dilrent attitudes taken up by Protestants,
exactly lumped all these categories
_of people into one undifferentiated mass?
Inth@se are said to Benprudent actions
coUldhhat a darling word, as Sean O Casey

buld say).
ncy— :
uccessful wars need clear aims and
methods and the Irish War of Independ-
efRee. which followed the republican
victory inthe 1918 Election, could simply
i8Rt have been successful if it was led by
people with such a scattergun approach to
a whole community. Such an approach
ngyas not taken at the time and | have not
mi&ad any standard "history of the victors'
dhgt did not acknowledge that such
islisgpctions were made, i.e., these histories
id not sectarianise the war.

th—l‘

n
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other Republicans for ancient crimes, and
CONTENTS Gerry Adams is thought to be the ultimate
target in the Boston College sub-poenas.
There have also been some Republicans
who were released under the Good Friday
Agreement who have been re-imprisoned

Northern Ireland: Proconsul Politics. Editorial

Feeding The Sectarian Thesis. Jack Lane

Editorial Digest. (Normal Politics?; SF & Prisoners; Challenges to SF; BICO)

Bill Sharkey. Keith Sharkey (Report of Appreciation) for allegedly breaching the terms of their

Dunmanway: Some New Information. Barry Keane (Press Release) release. The Secretary of State said, in

Shorts from the Long Fellow (Battle Station; Bill O'Herlihy; Charles Haughey; effect, that the mass release of prisoners
Journalistic Independence; Olympic Games; All That Glitters; London 2012; under the GFA was not an amnesty.

Olympics & Politics) Prisoners were only released on licence.
The Fiscal Treaty. John Martin (Reply to Eamon Dyas) Marion Price did not support the GFA.
Friends Of The RIC? Tom Cooper (Letter) Or it might be that she did not support the
On Certain Immutable Economic Laws. Joe Keenan Provos taking the Agreement in hand and

(Reply to August Editorial on the Economic Crisis) making it work when the SDLP and the
The Road To Recovery Is Through A New Social Compact. Official Unionist Party (advised by Lord

John Martin and Philip O'Connor (Reply to Joe Keenan) Bew and Eoghan Harris of the Official
How To Make Enemies And Appal People. Wilson John Haire (Poem) IRA) were making a haimes of it. She
Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (Phoenix Park Concert; Diplomatic Errors; became a leader of the Irish Sovereignty

Marriage Foundation UK; The Academics; Abuse Memorial) Movement. Paterson's position is that she
Views Of Sinn Fein. Pat Walsh (Reply to Stephen Richards) broke the terms of her licence by demon-
Items From The Irish Bulletin. 10th August 1920 (Part 14) strating against the Provos. Her Intern-
Biteback: Orange-Green Common Ground. Roy Johnston ment, allegedly to discourage republican

(Unpublished Letter) dissident activity, in fact is intended to
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Public Service Ethic; Pensions; show that the Secretary of State has

TDs' Liabilities) power, power which is denied to the

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: elected Executive.
Guilds And Communes He is intent on de-stabilising the

Mondragon, Part 11 (back Provisi_onal Republicans. .
£ (back page) Marion Price's health has deteriorated

[ Trade Union Notes (Page 26) | sharply during her lengthy confinement.

There is an escalating campaign for her

release in whiclConcerned Clergyled

by Fr. Joe McVeigh, are to the fore. With

Due to pressure of space, a number of articles have been held over, including emotions on the rise, this impacts on the
An Irish Anti-Fascist RAF Volunteer by Manus O'Riordan, Part 3 Republicans and increases dissatisfaction

with the apparently quiescent attitude of

" I o . the Provo leadership. The Gerry Adams
‘Political scientists’ and historians have authority of the Secretary of State from gyrategy is to woo Protestants into a United

been churning out books to order for the another state? It was anomalous. Andjre|and, while building a base in the South.
past thirty years abouthe Northern there was nothing for this person to do. Thjsjs a tricky position to maintain without
Ireland state”. Paul Bew was one of the  Patterson responded promptly. He hadgyjitting the Republican base and demoral-
first—the Official IRA man who was many things to do as Secretary of thejsing supporters. The PaterSecurocrat
adviser to Trimble’s Unionists and is now State. One of the things he did was orderstrategy of embarrassing the Provos with
in the House of Lords. He was followed the internment of Marion Price. She had gyrests of republicans is directed towards
by Professor Fitzpatrick of Trinity and been jailed for the 1973 Old Bailey jvidingand ruling. To use a parallel from
Professor Keogh of Cork. The latest Bombing and released in 1980, suffering 1922: the modern de Valera and Collins
contributoris Brian Walker ofthe Institute from ill-health following a hunger strike  ghare the leadership of the Republican
of Irish Studies in Belfast. and prolonged force-feeding. A spurious moyement. Having failed to win in war,

The notion that Northern Ireland is a charge was trumped up against her inghe British are still intent on inflicting a
state was encouraged by Whitehall. If it 2011. Whenthe Judge eventually orderedyefeat on Republicanism by splitting it.
wasn't, all these Professors would not beher release on bail, she was immediately  perhaps the most remarkable achieve-
expounding it. It serves a propagandare-arrested on foot of this forty-year-old ment of the Provos was to hold the Repub-
purpose, but is not intended to be taken inconviction from the 1970s. She claims lican movement together, except for a
earnest. that her re-imprisonment was unlawful, smallfringe, as they negotiated the Agree-

as she was released from prison by Pardonnent and carried it through. They said at

A short while ago Martin McGuinness that is released with no strings, but Owenthe outset that their great concern was to
put it to the test. He suggested that therePaterson claims that she was released oR"évent a repetition in the North of what
was no longer any need for a Secretary oficence—which would entitle the author- N@Ppened in the South in 1922. And they
State in Northern Ireland. Things were ities to re-imprison her. Significantly, the succeede_d. .

. ' . They did not dwell on the detail of what
working out fine. Crown claims to have lost the documemhappened in the South. and were wise not
And, indeed, if Northern Ireland was a which sets out the terms of her 1980, 4o so. ’
state, and if it had a Government that wasrelease.
ticking over peacefully, what sense was Not only was Price imprisoned, the COLLINS: THE EXAMPLE NOT TO BE FOLLOWED
there in having it under the supervising Historical Enquiries Team is pursuing  Michael Collins, as a member of the
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Obituary, Cork Employment Resource Centre, 1988-2012
John Holford (Page 23)




team of the Sinn Fein Government which not numerous but they were wealthy, andno substantial doubt was organised by the
was sent to London to negotiate on itswealth always generates a degree ofBritish security forces using Loyalists.
behalf—that is, to see what the British influence. Hard-line Redmondite, who That was the outstanding terrorist act of
Governmentwas prepared to concede andhad kept their distance from Sinn Fein in the War. and it was done in May 1974 in
to bring the offer back to his Government 1919-21, and theChurch of Ireland the middle of the Strike—th&Constitu-
for consideration—decided to take mattersGazette a very political publication tional Stoppage™against the Council of
into his own hands. He struck a deal with representing the large residue of wealthireland dimension of the Sunningdale
the British Government without the that still remained from the monopoly Agreement.)
agreement of his own Government (which times of the Protestant Ascendancy,
Britain did not recognise). He browbeat became 'patriotic' Treatyites. Therebegan The SDLP—the fast learners—had the
the other members of the negotiating teamto be a personality cult of Collinsin circles framework for Constitutional Nationalist
into putting their names to his deal. The thatwere againstall that he had once stoodction laid on for it by the Good Friday
first the Sinn Fein Government heard of for. This appears to have had aninfluenceAgreement. But it withered under the
the deal (which was called a Treaty, buton him, so that he no longer knew where GFA because it did not know how to act.
wasn't) was in the British newspapers thehe stood. Protest was itmetier And, because the
following day. If, in August 1922, he thought he was opportunity for Constitutional nationalist

Collins apparently relied on his charis- still on track to carry through whatever it action was not brought about by its own
ma as the Strong Man and his secretwas that he set out to do when he tookefforts, but was gifted to it by the un-
network, the Irish Republican Brother- matters into his own hands in November- constitutional action of the Provos, it was
hood, toimpose his willonthe Army. The December 1921, it was obvious that it all unable to avail of the opportunity. It was
Dail supported him by a small minority, depended on himself as the power-centredisplaced in the sphere of constitutional
on the understanding thatif it did notdo so of Treatyism. The wild foray into West action by the unconstitutional force which
Britain would launch a war of re-conquest Cork that he embarked on at that juncturehad created the opportunity. And there is
with all the resources of the Empire. But suggests he had lost his bearings comnothing strange or paradoxical in that.
he failed to carry the Army with him. The pletely and no longer knew what he was  The physical force party has become
Republican movement had outgrown the doing. the effective Constitutional party under
conspiratorial structure which had been the equalising arrangement it brought
necessary to its survival before 1916. A The Provos, too, found themselves about. And that makes the Secretary of
great part of the Army did not recognise being supported after they made their dealState unhappy. He yearns for normal
the sovereignty of the IRB, or the legiti- by people who had not supported themdemocratic politics, which the GFA
macy of a narrow Dail majority achieved before it. But they did not lose their core certainly does not provide for.
by the threat of the kind of terror which Republican support while gaining the It would be Owen Paterson's dearest
Britain had successfully used against thesupport of the ‘constitutional nationalists'. wish to achieve the wreck of the GFA and
Boers twenty years earlier. The Constitutional Nationalists, the its replacement by a Sunningdale-type

Collins did not dare to call an Army SDLP, said at the outset that the Goodmajority-rule Government. Evenaweight-
Convention to support him. He was Friday Agreement watunningdale for  ed majority-rule administration is majority
reduced to trying to break up the Army by slow learners*—meaning that Sinn Fein rule. Restoration of Assembly authority
individual approach to various elements had finally come to see that what the over the Government would to be in the
of it, while he built up a paid Army with SDLP had got in 1974 was adequate, andogic of a system of weight-majority role
British support. Whatever scheme he hadthat it was Sinn Fein that prevented it from government. And in the Assembly the
in mind at the outset, he became increasbeing achieved in 1974. And this has nowsimple majority would try to reassert itself.
ingly less capable of implementing it, as become the refrain of the Fianna Fail
he became ever more dependent on BritisHeader. Butthe Good Friday Agreementis Democracy needs Opposition. But the
support. Eventually Whitehall gave him different in kind from the Sunningdale GFA includes everybody above a certain
orders to make war on the Republican Agreement—and it was not Sinn Fein that low minimum in the Government.
Army with the professionals which Britain undermined Sunningdale—it was the The SDLP under Margaret Ritchie
supplied—or which he certainly would chicanery of the Dublin Government, the flirted with the notion of becoming
not have had but for active British intransigence ofthe SDLP overthe Council virtually Unionist, forming an alliance
support—or else the British Army proper of Ireland inthe light of that chicanery, the with the Official Unionists on the other
(which had not left the country eight consequent General Strike organised byside, and constituting an Opposition to the
months after the signing of the 'Treaty’) Protestant shop-stewards (in those day$UP and Sinn Fein. Butthatis against the
would go into action again. before de-industrialisation), and the GFA. Ritchie therefore hinted at ditching
capriciousness of a Labour Secretary ofthe GFA and reverting to majority rule.
State who didn't know whether he was Butitwas Ritchie herself that was ditched.
coming or going. There is no way that the Catholic minority
is going down that road.

Of course there is a kind of Opposition
r}o the GFA. And Marion Price is part of

Thatis the horror story which the Provo
leaders were insistent would not be
repeated in the North. They bound the
movement into the deal they made by (FionnualaO'Connor,aPeople's Demo-
means of extensive discussion at everycracy revolutionary who, like so many,
stage. made a career in the bourgeois press—i .

After Collins split Sinn Fein and the the imperialist press, tHeish Times in It. And she gets herself interned because
IRA by his arbitrary action, and became the first instance—has recently written of of that.
increasingly dependent on active British Bloody Friday as the greatest atrocity of  Condemnation of Provos for operating
support, political elements which had beenthe War. It's strange how they all managethe GFA has a tendency to gravitate
hostile to him before he made the 'Treaty'to forget the co-ordinated Dublin- towards supportforthe 'Dissident' Repub-
rallied around him. These elements wereMonaghan Bombing, which there is now lican fringe, which condemns the Provos
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for calling off the War too soon—even move to restore majority rule. And, in any
when the denouncer is on the oppositecase, given the situation asithas developed
since 1998, it is not easy to see how there
The Fianna Fail leader, Micheal Martin, could be aweighted majority without Sir|n

extreme to the Dissidents.

even buys into the whole revisionist Fein.
condemnation of the War of Independence

(1919-21), a war which was found neces-PS The only Southern politician who hgs
sary for the establishment of the state ofexpressed concern about the destabiliging
which he hopes to become Taoiseach,nfluence, on the working arrangemerjts

after the British resorted to force to override in the North, of the internment of Marioh
the 1918 Election. But, when he wants toPrice, is Eamon O Cuiv. His leaddr
condemn the Provos, he relies on theMicheal Martin, doesn't know what day it
Dissident Republicanrejection ofthe GFA. is. Foreign Minister Eamon Gilmorg
At the same time he rakes up particularremains locked into his Stickie feud wif

>

atrocities of the Northern |War in order to the Provos at home, while he gallivarfts
discreditthe Provos. Anditis areasonablearound the world getting ready to cheerpn

expectation that, if the Provos were the USA and Britain if they try to do tp

undermined by Martin's denunciation, the Syria and/or Iran what they did to Iragj.

War would resume. Fortunately, Martin's And Alan Shatter, the Minister for Justicg
influence is negligible.

The action of the Secretary of State hasjustice in the North.
another purpose. He is on record
desiring "normal politics" in Northern
Ireland—he wants there to be gn i ; i
Opposition. Editorial Digest

His interning of Marion Price, if it hag

aS

Normal Politics? NI Secretary Owen

is too busy establishing a right o desertipn
in the Army to bother his head abopt

any coherent purpose, can only have rlhe
ts
by demonstrating that British State powgr

purpose of strengthening the Disside

in the North is undiluted.

And Patterson's demand for a return
normal politics means effectively th
adoption of a system of weighted majori
rule, supervised by the Secretary of St

To 'return’ to the normal politics—th
politics normal for the state—one has [o

\U8<(U8

Paterson told the Institute of International
and European Affairs (Dublin) of a Con-
sultation Paper he would be publishing,
which would raise the size of the Assembly,
the length of terms, and an end to dual
mandates, enabling MLAs to also be
Westminster MPs'We will also be asking
whether it is desirable in principle for the

' institutions to move to a more normal

system of government and opposition and,
if so, how this might be achievedIT

go back past the 1885 Election, when :re 20..7.12).

British parties contested Elections in t

€ Sinn Feinmembers were picketing the event,

North-East, although they had been ousjed and chantetiShame on youdnd"justice

in the rest of the country by Danigl

O'Connell, George Moore, and Isaac Bytt.
In 1921, when the country was Partitiondd,
normal politics might have resumed inthe
Six Counties, but the parties of the stgte

decided instead to exclude Northefn
Ireland from the party-politics of the stat
The normality of Unionist majority rule

1172

1921-1972, is something that not evén
Patterson thinks can be returned to. What

for political prisoners"in support of
Marion Price and others. SF MLA
Raymond McCartney, Vice-Chair of the
Stormont Justice Committee, has said:
"Owen Paterson's negative interference
in the due process is an affront to the
justice systeminthe north.[IN 12.7.12].

" Jim Gibney, a Provo from the Short Strand,

who has been outspoken in condemning
Dissidents, recently wrote drish News
column Price And Corey Prisoners Of

he wants is something like the Sunningdale MI5-Spun Web Of Deceitn which he
system, with the Secretary of State formifg  g5ig:

Governments representing something

more than fifty per cent of the electoratg,

and supervising their conduct. And that
would also seem to require that the
Parliament should have some author|ty
over the Government, which at presgnt

the Assembly has not got.

The Irish News—which is now the
only self-confidently Irish daily newspaps

=

—sometimes makes a gesture in support

for 'normal politics'. But we imagine it
would back away quickly from any definitg

"The fingerprints of MI5 are all over
the detention of Marian Price and Martin
Corey, two former prisoners who served
life sentences through the 1970s, eighties
and nineties and are continuing to serve
life sentences following their forcible
return to prison at the direction of the
British secretary of state Owen Paterson.

"Ms Price and Mr Corey are at the
centre of a power struggle for control
over the quality of justice and its
dispensation between Britain's intellig-

who seek to administer justice based on
the facts they see before them and not
concocted stories woven in the minds of
those inhabiting the murky world of MI5.
A carefully planned campaign of
intimidation orchestrated by MI5 is
directed at David Ford, the north's justice
minister, the life sentence parole board
inside the prison and the north's judiciary.

"The basis of this intimidation is
vacuous testimony secretly sourced and
provided by members of the intelligence
agencies alleging that Ms Price and Mr
Corey are a danger to the public because
of their association with dissident
republican groupings.

"On Monday [9th July] MI5's inter-
ference in the justice process received a
temporary and very public setback when
Mr Justice Treacy ordered Mr Corey's
release on the grounds that there had
been abreach of the European Convention
on Human Rights and that his detention
was unacceptable because it relied on
“closed material” and that thiswas unsafe.
Within minutes of Mr Justice Treacy's
judgement directing Mr Corey's release
Paterson moved to block it...

"At the time of writing Mr Corey is
appealing the British secretary of state's
attempts to block his release...

"And Paterson is facing additional pres-
sure to release his grip over the north's
justice system by the solicitor representing
Ms Price..., Peter Corrigan...

"There has been concernfor quite some
time about Ms Price's mental and physical
health due to the prolonged period of
isolation she has experienced since her
arrest in May 2011...

"...The ministerforjustice inthe north's
executive, David Ford, has been lobbied
to release Ms Price on humanitarian
grounds... while Mr Ford is not
responsible for detailing Ms Price he has
the power to release her...

"But it is not just the treatment of Ms
Price in prison which is a travesty of
justice, itis also her continued detention.

"On two occasions Ms Price was
granted bail and on both occasions Owen
Paterson personally intervened to block
her release.

"When she was hours away from being
released he revoked the pardon she was
granted in 1980 and reimposed the life
sentence she was given for bombing the
Old Bailey in London 1973.

"Her solicitor pursued Paterson to hand
over acopy of the pardon which triggered
her release in 1981... Conveniently for
Paterson, the pardon search ran cold. He
claimed it was either lost or shredded..."
(IN 12.7.12).

Challenges To SFEMartin Galvin, writing

from New York, referred to the H-Block
campaign, whefrepublicans repeatedly
charged that staying within the British
administration made the SDLP accom-
plices to the crown's H-Block brutality.
Was Sinn Fein right? The British believe

ence agencies and those inside the north's Sinn Fein is so tightly wedded to its offices

justice and prison system and the courts

that the party will never divorce itself from



the regime, no matter what tender mercies
the British mete out to republican
prisoners..."[IN letter, 2.7.12].

Francis Mackey, on behalf of the 32 County
Sovereignty Movement, wrote that there
has been speculation that

"the IRA will apologise for their partin
the conflict and the war for the independ-
ence of Ireland. The reality is Martin
McGuinness has in effect already done
sowhen he shook the Queen of England's
hand. Indeed the Provisional leadership
admitted their war was wrong when they
recognised the legitimacy of the British
presence here as outlined in the Good
Friday Agreement...

"Now we have a clearer sense of Provi-
sional revisionism in trying to rewrite the
struggle as one concerned with securing
civil rights within a British framework.
But an apology is warranted from those
who, on the one hand, led an armed
campaign while onthe other were secretly
negotiating away the legitimacy upon
which that campaign was founded. The
meeting and greeting of the British
monarch and the handshake is indeed the
public persona of an apology given to
those who held and hold the British view
during the conflict. But he must also
apologise to republicans." (IN letter,
16.7.12.)

BICO made a curious appearance in the
Letters Columns of thieish News. It was

in a letter from Joseph O'Dowd, replying
to a letter byMartin Mansergh (IN May

O'Dowd responded on 25th June:

"J. O'Hagan... misunderstood me... |
know that the Workers' Party claims to
favour a 32-county republic... I claimed
the party had been 'infected by the British
and Irish Communist Organisation
(BICO). Perhaps ‘influenced’ would be
more acceptable The evidence of this
influence was the change in the party line
from the 1970s to the 1980s when the
word ‘irredentist’ was used to describe
any claim to reunification other than by
consent of unionists for as comrade O
Hagan states “we do not believe anyone
can be coerced into a republic”. So the
party accepted partition de jure as well as
de facto. | merely pointed out that the
status quo from 1920 onwards hadn't the
consent of northern nationalists who were
coerced into remaininginthis kingdom...
for the sake of peace nationalists have
accepted partition de facto and accepted
that they have to overcome the unionist
veto by persuading unionists to become
nationalists and so consent to unity. |
merely questioned how likely this was
even if the word 'nationalist' is replaced
with 'socialist' and the republic is des-
cribed as a 'workers' republic'... 1am not
myself a nationalist. Thatis why | wrote
that 'depressingly’ sectarian demograph-
ics are the only likely avenue for nation-
alists to achieve territorial state unity.

"l am not in the business of deepening
lethal sectarian differences... | have no
plan for sectarian demographic change.
Thatis the reality we find ourselvesin..."

16) in which he described traditional Irish 5 \whom It May Concern: BICO

nationalism as'coercive nationalism"
because ittold unionists that they were
Irish... who had to accept the putative will
of the nationalist majority... whether they
consented or not" O'Dowd commented
that since 1920 nationalists have been
coerced to be a minority, and continued:

"When the British and Irish Communist

Organisation (BICO) infected the so-
called Workers Party who infected RTE
and Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and Labour
only to happily join the 'two nations'
chorus, the word 'irredentism' was used
to describe articles two and three... this
ignores Britishirredentism orimperialism
... [5.6.12]

O'Dowd went on to askKhow will
nationalists achieve a united Ireland now"?
and concludesDepressingly sectarian
demographics seemsto be the only realistic
avenue. Unionists are not going to be
convinced to become republicans just as
nationalists won't become unionists... Still
sectarian demographics is better than
bombs and bullets.”

On 16th June, J. O'Hagan replied to O
Dowd wrote opposing coercing people
into arepublic, addintfhe Workers' Party
believes that levels of unemployment,
poverty and despair on this island are
proof that only system-wide change can
bring an end to these social evilstith
"the unity of Catholic Protestant and
Dissenter

described Articles 2 & 3 of the 26 County
Constitution as irredentist because they
claimed a right of sovereignty over an area
that lay outside the borders of the state. It
did so because that claim of sovereignty
would have stood in the way of any attempt
at rapprochementbetween North and
South made by the South. No credible
effort of that kind was ever made by
Government or Opposition in the South.
They condemned the use of force (having
flirted with it in 1969-70) while retaining
the irredentist Articles, and they never
tried to understand what made the Ulster
Protestant community tick so that they
might engage with it culturally.

The influence of the irredentist claim
on the Northern Catholic community was
notwhat prevented them from participating
in the democratic politics of the British
state, in which they were required to live.
The irredentist speech by the Taoiseach,
Jack Lynch, in mid-August 1969, did exert
some influence, but the following year
Lynch betrayed those who had been stirred
up by that speech when he launched a
mischievous prosecution of John Kelly of
the Defence Associations. After that, the
posturing of Dublin politicians was widely

The condition that brought about the
War in the North was not the irredentist
clauses of the Southern Constitution, but
the governing arrangements made by the
British State for its Six County region.
Those governing arrangements were
sectariarde facto And, when the State is
sectarian—as the British State in Ireland
has been since the Reformation—the
subject is under necessity to adapt himself
to that fact.

'Irredentism' began to be used critically
by some members of the Southern Estab-
lishment during the 1970s, but they made
no attempt to delete the irredentist Articles
of the Constitution.

The Dublin Establishment has during
the past decade been promoting active
participation in World War | celebrations.
That War was Irredentist as well as Imper-
ialist. Britain organised it diplomatically
in order to ruin German trade and add the
Middle East to its Empire. In order to get
the War going, it took advantage of the
French Irredentist claim on the Alsace and
Lorraine regions of Germany. Then it
funded Mussolini in his Irredentist agita-
tion so as to add Austrian territory South
of the Alps to the Italian state, in order to
bring Italy into the War. And then Britain
urged the Greek Government to make an
Irredentist claim on the Asia Minor region
of Turkey, which had been Greek many
centuries previously. When the Greek
Government refused, Britain invaded
Greece, overthrew the Government, and
installed a Government which did its
bidding and declared war on Turkey. But,
whenthe Greeks wentto claimthe Irredenta
offered to them by Britain, they suffered a
catastrophe at the hands of the Turkish
resistance, and were abandoned by the
British Empire.

And, of course, the greatest Irredentism
of all is that set in motion by Britain in
1917 with the Balfour Declaration, and
the setting up of the Jewish Agency as a
kind of state power in Palestine a couple of
years later. The irredentist Jewish claim
on Palestine was then recognised by the
League of Nations, and confirmed by the
United Nations a generation later, two
thousand years after the fall of the last
Jewish state.

If Irredentismis to be discussed, itis as
well to understand how respectable Britain
made it in the Great War, which we are
now exhorted to regard as Our War

If the Officials picked up the term from
BICO, it was not in discussion. There was
a profound hostility between the Officials
and BICO right from the start, and the
Officials were the only military group
which threatened to stop the freedom of
speech which BICO asserted.

regarded with scepticism.

The Northern Catholics did not partici-
pate in the democratic politics of the state
in which they lived because those politics
were closed against them.

Look Up the Athol Books
archive on the Internet

www.atholbooks.org




Keith Sharkey, Bill's son, posted the following appreciation February, the slate grey sea, small towns

on the Irish Times Blog on 23rd July waiting for the better times of summer, the
spitting rain.

) When you meet your dead father at the

Bill Sharkey boat, you know this is it, the start of the

Returning the emigrant after death final journey that would reach its crescendo

with the wake and then more quietly at the
headstone. Each mile was a mile never to
be travelled again.

Canyouwake someone 10 days deadin
an open coffin? The answer is yes and it is
remarkable how good they can still look,
a testament to the art of funeral directing.

Bringing my father back to Ireland to thousands of books, of supporting America
be buried brought his emigration journey inthe warand ambivalence about England,
full circle. of communism, of Michelin star restaurants.

In emigration there is the preparing, the  In work he was a social worker, maths
going, the visiting, sometimes the return- teacher, roofer, managing director of an
ing, but always the passing. Death is theadvertising firm, kitchen porter and poet. . . ;

! . e . o He was waked in my mother's house in
final act in the emigration drama and in In between, there were visits to pubs from ; .
. . . : . Derry, my dad's ex-wife.
many ways as poignant as the going. ForCis Farrens in Leenan to the Spaniards on . .
. , My dad had lived and worked in Derry
those that saidone day maybe I'll get Hampstead Heath. And on the way?. ) : .
" : ; . in the 70s so besides the friends from his
home’} which emigrants from the 40s Encounterswith Behan, Hughes, Geoffrey
outh, he had the four strands of the
onwards probably had some chance ofBernard and Robert Kennedy to name but’. .
o . . ) . . . Sharkey clan, Derby bar friends, the
achieving, itmeans their longing and their a few, which | mention more as vignettes gy

: : . : Carrowmena 4, politicians and poets, 6
sense of belonging to home would foreverin a life rather than something he held as__ . . : -

. . . L priests and 4 spoiled priests, some politi-
remain a Will-O-the-Wisp. matters of any significance beyond the . .

. ; - . cal enemies, and ex lovers who discreetly

For the family there is the decision anecdotes they allowed over the dinner . T

entered and exited to avoid distress to the
whetherthe last act for your father, mother, table or on the bar stool. . . .
: au . ; .. exwife. Drink was taken, chat was lively,
son or daughter is bringing them home When he died, just before climbing
. : ; o . and tears were shed for my father, for
and burying them with their own. It is intothe ambulance inthe heart of Glasgow, . .

) : other deaths, for loves lost, for lives with
hard, for home is not all hearth and hand-a fox walked by. My sister calletiook rearets. A ton of sandwiches and a aallon
shakes for all that left. However in death dad there's a foxHe turned and forafew <o ¢ > . 9

: . . . o . . of soup, everyone saying how well he
there is belonging, there is blood, there isseconds wasn't dying. | think the cunning L .
: : . : looked with his full head of hair and pony
ancestry and there is allowing those thatfox took him. | hope so, he worried about __. N , I .
: o . tailtucked away ("l won't cutittill Ireland's
understand your place in the world the evil spirits, about what was in the dark, afree")
opportunity to mourn in your townland. mixture of his own demons and ghosts '

For the deceased there is their wishesthat the scapula round his neck kept at Would he have liked it? He would have
My father left two instructions: throw me bay. For an Irishman the city fox would be loved it, revelled in the attention, charmed
in a ditch by the side of the road and burythe best spirit guide as it possesses thenostly but insulted where he thought
me standing up looking out to sea from thetraits that Joyce believed the emigrantappropriate. He would have confided and
top of Dunaff. | am not sure which was his needed to survivésilence, exile and whispered to his son and daughter and the
lastrequest, but you don't get a really goodcunning' Maynooth triumvirate about past tales,
ditch on the mainland. The journey from Glasgow to Donegal jokes and slights real and imagined. There

It is not that burying or cremating your was a long one, nearly two weeks with might have been more singing, he enjoyed
father in some foreign field is wrong, but autopsies and a Christmas backlog. Therthe sound of unaccompanied singers, in
there is a sadness about municipal gravethe arrangements, the funeral director soGaelic preferably, keening, that sort of
yards where the names Byrne or Dohertypale and hands so soft, all the better tonasal twang was his favourite sound, songs
are nestled in amongst the Smiths, Thwaitesbury you with Mr Sharkey. You knew of past generations and love won and lost.
and Sutcliffes, names that belong to aspeakingtohimthatitwasafamiliarroad, We stood him up to leave the house for
different people from a different heritage Stranrear to Larne, a well trodden path,the last time, he would not be coming
who sing adifferenttune. It matters perhapsthe Ayrshire coast, the dark clouds of back. Out the door, down the stairs into
not to the deceased who will never know,
but to those left behind. For some at least
there is the irrational sense that the
deceased would be lonely. While in life
we are not always able to keep our kin
close perhaps in death we can be more
persuasive.

My dad emigrated to London in the
60s, a married 22-year-old with a wife and
me, the baby. | remember him now as a
man full of revelations, facts and fictions
which he passed as truths. Some probably
were, | had trouble separating out what
happened from the imagined, the politics
from the banter and hyperbole. His head
was a cocktail of Celtic Ireland, of 60s
London, of spoiled priests, of 50s Bogside
Derry, of 40s Donegal, of westerns, of



the car. Through the Brandywell past Freehad been blighted by the murder of |
Derry corner, the Lecky road, out onto the wife, spoke of my father's humanity af
Buncrana road, where dad would havefriendship. Then | spoke, trying in part {
ridden his green Hornet bike escaping theexplain why we had brought him here.

back to backs of the Bogside for the openUrris chapel he was amongst his ow
road and Urris hills. Across the border and third and fourth cousin$Our Tribe" as

past the shell of a once vibrant hotel, a lasthe called them. His brother's tribute w
view of Grianan Fort, the strand at Fahan,to read the gospel in Gaelic, probably
Bridie Sharkey's house and onward. Dadfirst time in this church, where in livin
liked to go on drives giving the history of memory Fr. Maurice told the men at
names and land ownership. Past his friendback of the chapel to come in and sit do

is  What does Mansergh mean? It seems
d to mean that Hart simply used the wrong

0 words; thatwhat Moylan said he would do

n is tantamount to ethnic cleansing by

n, another—unstated—name.

Mansergh was a great admirer of
asMoylan up to very recently, i.e. while
eFianna Fail ruled the roost. He was pleased

to give the annual oration in Kiskeam a

t%-‘e few years ago. There was then no hint of

vnsuch a critique of Moylan. But that was all

Paidric O'Flaherty's pub where music wasbecauséthere is no need to keep look odit, for show apparently, or perhaps it was

heard, lock-ins engineered and assaultshe Redcoats aren't coming todagfter
on Fleadhs planned. the Eucharist a lone singer Padraigin
Once out and across the Crana River,Uallachain sang also in Gaelic and (
the funeral cortége snaking its way passedaccompanied and filled the church wi
Slieve Snacht which had a dusting of the sound of loss.
white on its brown and gold surface. This  And then we carried him out, stoppir
was the last leg and the weather knew it,in the porch to place the flag on the coff
from black clouds and heavy rain to clear a nod to a part played in keeping a dre
sharp winter sun, a wind to shift any alive in the 50s when many wished
hairdo, shadows dancing across theforgotten. The wind blew hard rain stingir
mountains. Up and down this road my the eyes, some hugged the church w
father had driven in the 70s when we werelooking down on the graveyard below.

something to say while it served his career
Ni within Fianna Fail. But maybe one's career
n- in Fianna Fail is now helped by denigrating
th Moylan?

The fact is that it did not occur to

g Moylan to mentionProtestantsin any
N, speech of his. Loyalists and Unionists
hmwere his terms and he knew enough
it Catholic Loyalists and Catholic Unionists
g not to equate the two. He was a soldier at
althe time and he stated clearly what he

would do to his military enemies if the

last a family, each on our own journey. At the grave four of us lowered hir
Once he saved a baby's life when the onlydown, at his head Leenan and the Ga|

n War with Britain resumed—and what they
ofvould do to him. Can he be condemned

other car on the road had crashed and thélamore, at his feetin the distance Sluid¢n,for a calling a spade a spade and giving

baby been thrown into a stream, he hadthe North Atlantic shore awash wi

plenty notice of what his enemies could

seen the bundle and investigated, findingwhitecap, and below him the Boyle family, expect in the field of battle? Imperial

the bairn.
And then Clonmany. Not long now, Irish. Buried in the soil of Ireland yar
and the lump in your throat is harder to from where he had first attended sch

manage. Past Noon's, Comiskeys (thewhere he carried the sod of turf for the

undertakers and pub), the cursed landlord'schoolroom fire, just yards from whe
grave, the halfway house, the Englishman'sthe dreams of youth were formed. A cirg
garden, Tullagh, close to Micky Boyle's of sorts was complete. The boy becam
and where he lost his shoes (never to banan, the man became an old man, and
found) on the first day at school, and up to old man became an ancestor. So it is.
the church. was right, right and proper to return.

http://www.irishtimes.com/blogs/
generationemigration/2012/07/23/
returning-the-emigrant-after-death/

Once in my youth | remember him
putting on a purple bed spread and a Mitre

his granny fromwhom he learnt his sacredstrategy in a renewed War, as Lloyd

George warned, would have been con-
I,ducted on Boer War tactical lines.
Moylan of course went on to became a
e politician and, rather than persecuting
le Protestants, provided the funding to save
e alCD from falling down (quite literally)
thevhen Minister for Education. This was
. itacknowledged in great detail by its then

Provost, A.J. McConnell in a series of
articles in thdrish Pressin August 1984
(ashasbeenrecalledihe Trinity College
Estates in Church & State 104, 2nd

he had made in a sort of Catholic origami

quarter 2011). Maybe the promoter of

fit. Armed with a crosier cut from a piec
of Hazelwood, he had paraded round the

drive, blessing and cursing the McGonigles Feeding The Sectarian Thesis
and Dunagheys, cackling, while m continued
mother laughed but also worried he would
be seen. He was adamant that he wo Iq)
have made a great bishop and it was tfug;
thatin the short period we lived in Urris i
the 70s when we ran away from Lond
He took great pleasure in taking over the pygtestants fighting each other.
church, reading from the alter with m
sister, confining the priest to only readirlg
the words of Jesus while he narrated gnd
read the rest of the gospel. Here he was
back once again.

history, to sectarianise that War and

SEAN MOYLAN —ETHNIC CLEANSER?

Mr. Mansergh says:
"Hart was wrong to have ever used t

What of the funeral service? Fr Bill is
rare priest, a man who might make ygu
believe."We can do whatever you want
Keith", he told me. James, a dear friefd
whose life weaved with my father'
another exile returned, and whose oyn

debate that if war resumed “no loyalist
North Cork will see it finish”, and in

cows”."

-demand that we only see Catholics and:

early April 1922 that “they would give a
call to the fine fat unionists with fine fat

‘ethnic flourishing' would be the approp-
riate words to describe Moylan.

KILMICHAEL
Martin Mansergh refers to Eve Morri-

It has been the approach of British son's Chapter on Kilmichael and the
ropaganda, and the distinctive contribu-ajlegedly non-existent ‘false surrender:
on of the modern revisionists to our "Eve Morrison's revisit of Tom Barry and

O the controversy over whether there was a

false surrender' by the Auxiliaries
justifying their massacre at Kilmichael
suggeststhatthe main dispute was between
Tom Barry and his comradeMlansergh
stays silent on the false surrender issue

heitself. Ms Morrison does indeed try her

term “ethnic cleansing”, borrowed from best to create a divide between Barry and

alater and infinitely more brutal conflict. gthers on the issue but does not succeed.
Yet Sean Moylan threatened in the Treaty

Her failure is because she inadvertently
makes a most convincing and original
casefor a false surrender, one that has
nothing to do with anything Barry said or
wrote. She has had privileged accessto Fr.
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Chisholm's taped interviews with Ambush their Republicanism very seriously afd criticism of Hart “as suggestions and

survivors, to material which is not yet who knew full well that Republicanismi

L innuendos circulated by bloggers, and

publicly available and she summarises thelreland was a Protestant invention, gndrepublican apologists™. Now both sides

relevant part of the account by a participant,who gloried in that fact. They were nick-

Ned Young:"Young told Chisholm that named the '‘excommunicated party', g
he had seen Lordan bayonet an Auxiliary, anyone who knew such people wol
and that after the ambush members of therealise that, when they brought religi
column had informed him that the into their politics, it was to denounce t
Auxiliary had surrendered falselyppage  Catholic Church forits behaviour in failin
168).

will be able to claim victory as the real

ngstory is revealed. A newly available

Id witness statement from Michael O
DonughuePresident of the GABetween

PN 1952 and 1955, shows that Hart got the

€ sequence of events right, but directly

contradicts his thesis that the murders

to recognise the Republic and excommuni-were sectarian.

Whatthis meansis that a false surrendercating Republicans when they stood by it.

was described and discussed by AmbushWVere these the type of people predispoged
participants themselves, immediately afterto kill Protestants? In Cork, Republicahs

THE NEW EVIDENCE :
The 1,773 Irish War of Independence
Witness Statements were released online by

the Ambush. This thenis the firstrecorded were the direct inheritors of the mantle(of {he Bureau of Military History in Dublin on

account of a false surrender, and it is oneWilliam O'Brien and the All-for-Irelan
made 'on the spot' by people who shouldLeague, which went Republican in t
know and to explain their actions to a 1918 Election. | don'tthink this inheritan
comrade-in-arms who was 'otherwise predisposed them to kill Protestants

Tuesday 7th August were expected to end in
e December 1921, four months before the
e Dunmanway killings. However Waterford's
OrMichael O'Donoghue’s hugely detailed

statement shows the murders were sparked by

engaged' at the time. Young had beentheir political ends. It simply does not a@ld e killing of Kilbrittain IRA Commandant

trying to deal with the notorious Auxiliary, up. Mr. Mansergh is a leading ai
Guthrie, who initially escaped from the longstanding member of the party th
Ambush. grew out of the anti-Treaty side. Has

d Michael O Neill and were reprisals for his
at death.

he O Donoghue's 'matter of fact' statement

In these circumstances, | very much now suddenly realised that, among theShows that O Neill called to Ballygroman

doubt if Young's comrades, who all had founders of his party, were the type

just faced death together and were to do s@eople who were predisposed to kill his

again, immediately concocted a pack of co-religionists over the Treaty?

lies for his benefit. Moreover, a pack of  Atthe meetingin Cork onthe Dunma
lies that was then accepted by all andway killings on 28th April this year
sundry orboth sdes for the next 70 odd Emeritus Professor John A. Murph
years until Peter Hart queried the matter.claimed the perpetrators were Hibernié
We should all be most grateful to Ms influenced elements, i.e., suggesting t

Morrison for providing this unique insight  the event was sectarian (&&gh Political
into the most original account of the false Review June 2012). Hibernians, bei
surrender at the Kilmichael Ambush. It's a Redmondites, would have been very p
pity that her devotion to Hart's thesis blinds Treaty and a backbone of the Free St
her to appreciating the value of her own Mansergh should have a word with Jo
work. And Mansergh appears to have A.whenthey next meet (both are memb
missed the significance of it as well. of the 1916 Centenary Commemorati
Advisory Group) and try to get their sto
DUNMANWAY straight as to which of the totally oppos

Mr. Mansergh says't is beyond me political tendencies was responsible
why anyone today should seek torelativisethis killing— pro-Treatyites or anti
the Bandon Valley murders of late April Treatyites—and what the motive was.
1922, quite obviously carried out by Jack Lane

House in Ovens and was shot without
warning. The IRA at Bandon captured the
residents of the house, Thomas Horni-
brook, his son Samuel, and Captain Herbert
> Woods who fired the shot.
Over the next three nights members of
Y the Anti Sinn Fein League were killed
LN- until Tom Hales the local IRA commander
natrestored order on the 30th of April. As an
amnesty had been granted by the Truce,
g DeValera, Collins and Griffith condemned
-o-the murders outright.
hte. O Donoghue states:
hn “Several prominer_1t I_oyalist_s- all a}ctivga
members of the anti-Sinn Féin Society in
IS West Cork, and blacklisted as suchin |.R.A.
PN Intelligence Records—in Bandon, Clona-

of

y  kilty, Ballineen and Dunmanway, were
bhd  seized at night by armed men, taken outand
or killed. Some were hung, most were shot.

Allwere Protestants. This gave the slaughter
asectarian appearance. Religious animosity
had nothing whatever to do with it. These

people were done to death as a savage,

wholesale, murderous reprisal for the

individual members of the anti-treaty IR
and resoundingly repudiated on that bagis

to the credit of the entire Dail and evegn Press Release : Former GAA President's
Belfast republicans atthe timédé seems| statement to the Bureau of military history ends
to be suggesting here that the Kkillings 1922 West Cork Protestant killings controversy
were repudiated on the basis that they

were an anti-Treaty action, carried out by DUN manway.
anti—T.reatyites. Bqt the killings were Some New Information
repudiated at the time on the basis that
they were sectarian and would fuel sectgar-
ianism. He is suggesting, in effect, t
anti-Treatyites were prepared tokill groups

—

anti-Treatyites rather than providin

University of Dundee has recently attack
) . . Hart's selective use of sources to bols

Were anti-Treaty Republicans in somie his argument. The late Peter Hart's the
way predisposed to killing Protestants fpr supervisor Professor David Fitzpatrick

evidence as exists.

murder of Mick O'Neill.”

Hart's thesis has been used by journalists
Eoghan Harris, and Kevin Myers, along with
Northern Irish Social Affairs Minister Nelson
McCausland of the DUP, to claim that Protest-
ants in the South were subjected to systematic
ethnic cleansing similar to that which happened
to Catholics in the North. O Donoghue's
evidence proves that this was not the case and

Since the late Peter Hart claimed thatthat the Dunmanway killlings were a unique
the motive for the 1922 killings of 13 “stainontherepL_Jtati(_)n ofthe IRA&ccording
West Cork Protestants in April 1922 was DeValera’s official biography.

- > sectarian inThe IRA and their enemies
of Protestants to further their cause. T iS(1998) war has broken outin Irish History.
is simply relying on prejudice again$t Other historians such as Meda Ryan an

The full witness statement is available on the
Bureau of Military Website WS Ref#: 1741,
dwitness: Michael V O'Donoghue, Engineer

Brian Murphy strongly rejected the sect- Cork 1 Brigade IRA, 1921; President GAA,
evidence or objectively considering su¢h arian motive, while Dr. John Regan of the

1952—1955http:/www. bureauofmilitary
history.ie/reels/bmhBMH.WS1741

€d y20PARTY202 pdféipage=43

ter

SIS Barry Keane is currently researching these
of killings, and is the author dthe Bard: North

any reason? These were people who tooKrrinity College Dublin described the Cork’s leader in the Land War



substantial force within the society. Theseied. Carl Lewis was awarded gold and the
days journalists are routinely given free Jamaican-born British athlete Linford
Shorts rein to pontificate on any subject which Christie's bronze was upgraded to Silver.
happens to pop into their heads. In 2003 it was revealed that Lewis
tested positive three times before the 1988
Olympics for pseudoephedrine, ephedrine,
and phenylpropanolamine, banned stimul-
ants and bronchodilators. The US Olympic
Committee did not sanction the athlete.
Linford Christie was tested positive for
‘pseudoephedrine at the 1988 Olympics
tbutwas not stripped of his upgraded silver.
In 1999 Christie tested positive for nandrol-
one and was banned for two years. Accord-

JOURNALISTIC |NDEPENDENCE
The viewer was given an insight into
the Long Fellow whatjournalisticindependence looked like
in the 1980s, when current affairs staff
BATTLE STATION pursued a pro Workers' Party line. Michael
As part of its 50th anniversary cele- Heaney commented that a nasty atmos
brations RTE television screened a two phere developed in current affairs. Mary
part series (23.7.12 and 24.7.12) on theMcAleese was hounded out because 0
station's relationship with the rest of her alleged Provo sympathies.
society. The"Battle Station"title sug- There was brief mention of théission . i Lot ;
gested the relationship has been fraughtto Prey documentary, in which Father 'r:gertg:rv 'flgf ?ﬁéaéﬁzgﬁtftﬁfézgsa ?:lasrﬁrrr?r
In its last 50 years the station has beenReynolds was libelled. The affair was 2006. So unlike Michelle Smith all his
subject to Church, State and Commercialdescribed as amistake" But it would be )
pressure. The unstated assumption of thenore accurate to say that the journalists
first part of the series was that RTE was anhad an ideological agenda and over- L onpon 2012
oasis of objective truth in a desert of reached themselves. The London Olympics was notable for
obscurantism and vested interests. How- There are some stories that are of nothe success ofthe Jamaican-born Jamaican
ever, the second part hinted—perhapsinterestto RTE and others that are. Itis noathletes in the sprints. The remarkable
unintentionally—that the issues involved accident that there has not been an RTEJsain Bolt ran 9.63 in the 100m without
in the relationship between a State Broad-documentary on Brother Colm O'Connell, breaking sweat, which came close to his
casting Service and the wider society arethe coach to Olympic 800m Champion world record of 9.58, which in turn was
more complicated. David Rudisha (among numerous otherover a fifth of a second faster than Ben
The series covered such a broad are&enyan champions).That kind of story Johnson's effort in 1988.
that it is hardly surprising that it lacked just does not fit RTE's current affairs Recent Olympics have taken on a

from

past demeanours were forgotten.

depth. Many of its themes could have narrative. predictable pattern in the Athletics events:
filled a separate programme in their own OLympic Gaves  Afro Caribbean/Afro American dominat-
right. The Olympic Games was a morale boostion of the sprint events; East African

Bl O'HERUHY  tothe country, butwas it our most success-domination of the endurance events. The

Onecause célébrén RTE's struggle  ful Olympics since 1956 as the national quotation of the tournament came from
againstthe forces of darkness was the casBroadcaster claimed? In London we won Brendan Foster who, within seconds of
of Bill O'Herlihy who did a documentary 5 medals (1 Gold, 1 Silver and three the Somalian born "British” Mo Farah
on Money-lending in the late 1960s. The bronze). This was identical to the medal Winning gold in the 10,000 metres,
Justice Minister, Micheal O Morain, was haul in the Melbourne Olympics of 1956. screamedHe's taken on the Africans and
incensed by this television investigation But no medal table ignores the colour of beaten them". B
and set up a Tribunal of Enquiry which the medal: gold, silver and bronze are not !N fairness the British found many
cost a massive £250,000 and lasted &of equal value. successful home-grown athletes. The Irish
months (those were the days!). On any normal reckoning, it would be SPrinter David Gillick remarked on RTE

Was this a case of heavy handed politicalmore accurate to say that this year's O|ym_that, while in Ireland athletes have to find
interference? Perhaps! But the Tribunal s \vas the most successful since thel '€ 'élevantsports body, the British Olym-
of Enquiry found in favour of the Minister Atlanta Olympics of 1096. In that year we pic Committee finds the athlete. A Radio
and even O'Herlihy admitted that there won 3 gold and one bron.ze which surel 4 interview with a British Gold medallist
were phrases in the documentary which 9 ' Yin rowing revealed that she was told by the
he should not have used. It seems that Grumps the London and Melbourne haul. committee what sport to take up after
Morain objected to the suggestion in the _The Atlanta medals were all won by doing various tests. This was the basis on
documentary that money lending was Michelle Smith, who eclipsed the golden which State funding was given.

pervasive and was symptomatic of a girl of US swimr_ning, Janet Evans. Two
malaise within the society. O'Herlihy's Years later Smith was found guilty of THE OLywpics anp PoLiTics

- - i tampering with her urine sample, which ~ The Olympics is a means of projecting
Ei;eﬁgaivzg I-\;];E(j]@ug]fgghgg Stgmosgtz(:'could be interpreted as evidence of guilt. political power. That was true of Nazi
darkness, as anyone with even a passin@Ut She was not stripped of her Atlanta Geérmanyin 1936 when itwon more medals
interest in RTE's coverage of football or Medals. : . than any other country (including the
the Olympics will know. Is RTE right to take such a precious attitude? USA). It was true of the Soviet Union,
Do other countries deny their Olympic medals when it topped the medals table from
CHARLES HAUGHEY  in such a manner? 1972 to 1988 (with the exception of 1984
The documentary also dealt with RTE's ALL THAT GUITTERS ... when itdidn'tcompete). The Long Fellow
coverage of the standoff between the Irish  One of the enduring memories the Long has read iRussia Todathat, if the medal
Farmers' Association and the GovernmentFellow has of Olympics down the years is tally for Russia and the ex Soviet Republics
inthe mid 1960s. Charlie Haughey object- the 100m sprint at the Seoul Olympics of were combined it would top the medal
ed to debating the issue with the leader 0of1988. Ben Johnson smashed the worldtable in 2012: an indication that the Soviet
the lrish Farmers' Association, Rickard record in a time of 9.79 seconds andsporting legacy has not diminished.
Deasy, onthe grounds that he was ademocwould have had a faster time if he had not ~ Since 2004 China has rivalled the US
ratically-elected politician, whereas Deasy raised a clenched fist before the finishing for top spot (in Beijing the Chinese were
was just the leader of an interest group.line. But within a few days the world was number 1).
Whatever about the merits of Haughey'stold that a fraud had been perpetrated. The But when it comes to Athletics—
position, it would not be accepted now. Jamaican-born Canadian athlete had testegarticularly the track events—no amount
Deasy was at least the representative of gositive for Stanozolol and was disqualif- of politics can prevail over natural ability!
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Reply to Eamon Dyas's reply international markets were not willing to  Anglo-American model (low corporation
continue lending to the Irish State. The tax, lighttouch financial regulation, expan-
Government Parties and Fianna Fail feltsion of private credit) and the European
that we needed the backstop of the EUsocial model (social partnership and very
bailout fund in case funding from the significant increases in social welfare).
international markets remained closed to That dual position is no longer sustainable.
the main thrust of his articlkish Political us after the expiration of the IMF/EU Rejection of the Treaty would have pulled
Review, June 2012). The main thrustprogramme. us towards the Anglo-American pole.
appears to be that the Treaty is inspired by  Sinn Féin among others argued that theNotwithstanding Kenny's overtures to
anideology called Ordo-liberalism which EU would not leave us in the lurch, even Cameron, acceptance of the Treaty is a
might have benign effects within Germany, if we refused to accept the reasonable (intentative step towards closer cooperation
but taken outside this context is no bettermy view) conditions of access to the bail with Continental Europe independently
than Anglo-American finance capitalism. outfund contained inthe Treaty. The Irish of the UK. | welcome the possibilities

The Fiscal Treaty

Eamon Dyas accuses nivésh Political
ReviewAugust 2012) of not dealing with

The problem | have with this is that there €lectorate either didn’t believe Sinn Féin opened up by this development.

is no evidence within the Treaty of this or decided that there was no benefit
Ordo-liberalism and in my opinion Eamon gambling that Sinn Féin was right. Th
has not established its relevance. does not seem to be an irrational or

Eamon responds by saying that anreasonable position to take.
ideology and a Treaty are differentanimals
and that it would be unrealistic to expect Side's position would lead to great
evidence of the former to be revealed in austerity since the latter's cavalier appro
the latter! We should forget about the to the bail-out fund would require
"nitty gritty" and look at the context.

| agree that context is very important. were elements on the right that looked

But there must be some evidence forforward to a policy of draconian cuts

placing something in a context. Instead of public expenditure asaprecursortoae reE

evidence Eamon has this rhetorical exit.
statement: ]
"So, when John draws attention to the |, Eamon yvonders W_he.ther' I thin
obvious fact that | fail 'to give an example German Flnancg CaP'ta“Sm IS .be'.[te
of a clause within the Treaty that reflects than Anglo-American finance capitalis
this Ordo-Liberal doctrine', is he seriously within the wider world" Finance capital-
claiming that the Treaty has nothing to do ism "within the wider world"or global
with the current crisis or that the terms of finance capitalism has no flag. Releas
the austerity being imposed as part of the, ;1 its domestic tiesGerman”finance

solution to the crisis are not consistent P : P
with Ordo-Liberal economic doctrine?" gapltallsm |s'no.dlfferentfrorﬁ\merlcan
finance capitalism.

Of course, the Treaty should be seenin  However, global finance capitalism
the context of the present economic crisis.relationship with the German State
Ithas been presented as—if not a panacegompletely different from its relationshi
—a necessary contribution to resolving with the UK or American State. Th
the crisis. However, it is silent on the German economy continues to produc
question of privatisation, which Eamon |arge balance of payments surplus on
says is a key element of Ordo-Liberalism. current account. The US and UK econ

He states that | don't look at the Treaty mies on the other hand run large defic
in isolation either but also place it in a The US and UK economies need acces|
context when | say thdthe Treaty will  surpluses generated elsewhere in orde
bind us closer to Continental Europe and sell them on and take their cut. T

The "Yes" side argued that the "No¢"

oo

balanced budget strategy. And indeed th r&

in
At
N etter of 20th August 2012

John Martin

”hFriends Of The RIC ?

ac As we approach a number of centenary
A ommemorations over the nextfew years,
| 1 most especially the 1916 Easter Rising,
h the 1918 General Election, the First Dail
rdEireann in 1919 and the Battle of the
Somme, calls have been made to be as
inclusive as possible as we remember
k these, and other events in which Irish
r people died. | agree. | believe in the
hh political ecumenism which has been
generated following the Good Friday
Agreement. However, the decision by the
edRetired Garda Siocana Members Assoc-
iation, (RGSMA) to erect a monumentin
Glasnevin cemetery to those members of
the RIC, including the Black and Tans and
s Auxilaries, who were killed during the
is Irish War of Independence is an affront to
H all who suffered appalling abuses from
L this group of uniformed thugs in the service
b jof the Crown.
its It should not be forgotten that it was
o-the Royal Irish Constabulary who fired
ks indiscriminately into the crowd in Croke
L tdPark on Bloody Sunday in 1920 killing 13
r téhnocent spectators and the Tipperary team
e captain. They were the armed colonial

diminish British influence’He goesonto  Germans by contrast generate surpluse$olice force tasked with enforcing British
imply that his context is at least as valid asfrom their strong manufacturing secto rule in Ireland despite their massive
mine. But there is a basis for my context.  The proof of the contrasting relationshjp rejection by the electorate in the 1918
The contracting parties as stated in thewith global finance capitalism is that t{e General Election, an event which sub-
Treaty include Ireland and do not include Germans want to control it (e.g. trans- sequently rendered this force unlawful.
the UK. David Cameron has explicitly actions tax) whereas the UK and US reWhy would the Retired Garda Siochana
excluded the UK from the Treaty. opposed to all limitations on its operatiop. Members Association wish to stand in
Anecessary, but not sufficient conditign slavish obsequiousness to those members
Eamon, along with other opponents of {4 controlling global finance capitalis ©f the RIC and Black and Tans who sacked
the Treaty, disparages the "yes" vote. Hejs enhanced cooperation between stafesand burned more than three hundred
says it emanated from fear. In my view Tpatiswhat the Fiscal Treaty is attemptipg Puildings in Cork City in an act of reprisal
there is nothing shameful about being tg achieve: and it is doing so without the for the killing of one 'Tan' in 1921, the
afraid as long as that fear has a ratio”'c"disruptive influence of the UK. burning of Balbriggan and Trim towns,
basis. The objective facts are that the State and numerous other atrocities? This unruly
is spending more thanitis collectingintax  In conclusion, since joining the EEC, mob displayed an absolute indifference to
revenue (leading to an accumulated Statdreland has run with the hare and huntedcivilised policing. Even the commander
debt approaching 110% of GDP). The with the hound. It has embraced both theof this undisciplined group of ferocious



thugs, General Frank Crozier, resigned insovereignty to the EU, ECB and the IMF creditors have historically been their
protest at the deployment of these men. troika, but surely we must hold on to opir dependents!

Could it be that post-colonial revision- collective sense of national pride, dignify =~ What kind of an immutable economic
ists have now eveninfiltrated the RGSMA? and respect for those who made thelaw is it, that is so famously, flagrantly,
These revisionists may be smallinnumberultimate sacrifice in securing our flouted? No law at all!
but are in positions of influence in the Independence. To erect a memorial to the
media and elsewhere to spread theirBlack and Tans and Auxiliaries is tart- |t is, in any event, difficult to see the
agenda. They are active in pursuing aamounttothe people of Warsaw commem-"immutable economic law'as stated in
policy of incrementally re-Britishing this orating the SS. Shame on those Othelrish Political Reviewbeing a matter
State. The bestowing of titles of nobility proposed the erection of such a memotialpf economics at all. It reads much more
and baubles on selected Irish citizens byand on those who champion their caupe|ike a principle of accountancy. Putbluntly,
the Queen of England, despite beingand further shame on those of us whoit is an immutable law of double entry
repugnant to the republican ethos of theallow it to prosper. book keeping.

Irish State, is now firmly established in Tom Cooper It is not at all difficult to see why the
the social calender of Ireland's Uriah Cathaoirleach | |rish Political Reviewprefers to talk of an
Heeps'. |1 know we have lost our financial Irish National Congress “immutable economic law'rather than
the prosaic Micawber Principle of double
A Reply to last months editorial on the Euro Crisis, entry book keeping. Théimmutable
Politics of Recovery vs Politics of lllusion economic law'carries an implication of
determined social inevitably which is
simply lacking in the Dickensiarostrum

On Certain Immutable Economic Laws Look at it: "Annual income twenty

ounds, annual expenditure nineteen
(and how to break them)- Eounds nineteen andzix,resulthappiness.
There is no great secret to life, the habits, it seems, die hard, and a species oAnnual income twenty pounds, annual
universe and the politics of it all. economic determinism remains to some-expenditure twenty pounds ought and six,
And what is not the secret of all that is times disable its capacity to think. result misery.'That is clear and simple,
its clear, unvarnished, clean and un- Thus,thefirst paragraphinthe editorial, and simply true. As such it can be thought
tarnished simplicity. which sets the didactic tone for the rest, through and absorbed into a working class
Just that. says: strategy to deal with the crisis of Finance
"There are certainimmutable economic Capital in a way that will advantage the
Which is one of the reasons, perhaps laws that cannot be wished away by fine working class. But for some reason, that,
the fundamental reason, the front page WOrds or good intentions. If a country 5 \yorking class strategy to deal with the
TP o : continues to consume more than it _ . . . e .
editorial in last month's issue of the Irish crisis of Finance Capital in a way that will

. . . roduces, it will develop a dependent i .
Political ReviewAugust, 2012) disturbed felationship with its credi?ors. Topreduce advantage the working class, is anathema

me very much. its dependency it will either have to to recent editorials of theish Political
Ittook clarity and blurred and tarnished  produce more or consume less." Review.

it. Unforgivably, it took simplicity and

made immutable law of it. Isn'tthatwonderfully stark and compel-  I'll return to that shortly. In the mean-

Goethe wrote of theory: Theory, my ling. "There are certain immutable time, I'd like to examine what the editorial
friend, is grey; but green is the eternal treeeconomic laws...Doesn't that just make takesto be on the credit side of the balance
of life. your blood run cold and your flesh creep? sheet, how obedience to the immutable

And Lenin, that most creatively theore- "Immutable’; what's to be done in the face law of double entry book keeping works
tical of politicians (albeit withanimmense of immutable but give up, lie down and out in practice:

core of practical sense), in the course ofprepare to be steamrollered by an in- "Despite popular perceptions, the
making revolution in Russia, quoted exorable fate? Troika does not impose' any conditions,
Goethe to illustrate this more prosaic  Or perhaps we should simply examine  except to insist on adherence to already
formulation of the broad case: the proposition. agreed European policies."

"...it is essential to grasp the in- IMMmutable means permanent and i s just to say, the Troika only

contestable truth that a Marxist must take Unchangeable. So it is a permanent, UM imposes the conditions it imposes. Which
cognisance of real life, of the true facts of changeable, characteristic ofthe economic__. h i hat th
reality, and not cling to a theory of life of a country that it cannot consume raises i qu:es lon, \;v a alre 105€
yesterday, which, like all theories, at best more than it, itself, produces. But what SOnditions? The editorial doesn't go into

only outlines the main and the general, 1o of the countries whose most prom-detalls’ it just says

i?g go(rﬁp;?eisitg?fét{grzrgr? rTa;:Cngih;el;r)l Al {ent economic characteristic, the core of ' The main lessons from engagement

" their political economy, is that they have, \;Ve'tehn:hﬁ)-rgg'?ﬁ;f?ﬁepg%?;aé?\sgﬁ \?/smtjigt
What Lenin would have made of the Inatleastonecase forcen;urles,consum_ed deficit reduction targets be met. This is
theory currently on offer from theish ~ More than they produce? When last did  meantto be achieved by a combination of

Political Review! dread to think; but England obey thiish Political Reviews — savings and revenue raising measures,
nothing good, of that | am sure immutable economic law? When last did  and by 'structural reforms' in line with
' ' the USA? long established EU policy which, under
. . . . . EU Competition Policy, particularly the

Though thdrish Political Reviewand And have they, historically, developed  gepyices Directive, can (though must not

the people associated with it long ago adependentrelationship with their credit-  necessarily) include elements of privatis-
ceased to move in Marxist circles, old ors? Not at all; on the contrary, their  ation. This element was proposed by the
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Irish government itself. What is clear is absolute right to hire and fire at low wages ally of 1916. Germany is today a client
that the choices made in terms of tax wijth no welfare 'safety net', is that one of state of the USA; the German airforce
policy, service cuts,welllfgreand.mn(;lrkr;umh those laws? It again is at the heart of EUbombed Belgrade for the USA and now
g;%i;ﬁgé:g\;ﬁrﬁgproesre;mmgstaﬁ..ecompetition policy and the Services stands poised to bomb Damascus for the
" Directive. Free movement of capital is USA, or Teheran for the USA, let the dice
e Part of EU competition policy and the fall asthey might. Itisamember of NATO
Services Directive, is that another of the which is not about to leave NATO to join
Irish Political Reviews "immutable Ireland. Much, much more likely, is it that
economic laws"? Do tell me, please. If, asIreland, degraded, as the editorial has it,
you say, | am irrevocably subject to the by debt, will join its gallant ally in its
operation of such laws, | must surely havegallant ally's current alliance. What
Trinity of the European Commission, the a right to know just what they are. becomes of the debating point then?

European Central Bank and the Inter- ' N€€d to know just what they are, in _ _ _
national Monetary Fund, prefers to rely Order to break them properly; that is to | eaving such an alliance with the past

on compliantand ambitious political forces S2Y» With malice aforethought and a goodto one side, therish Political Review

Really, the editorial should have gon
into those detalils.

However it chose not to, and so we are
left with this as the programmatic working
out of the immutable law of double entry
book keeping:—The Troika, that Holy

already based in tHprogramme stateto ~ conscience. would do well to consider the only practical
implement the necessary measures of the o way in which it might forge an alliance
Ameranglian political economy which is  ©On the otherside inmutable econo-  with the future. Letit think of allying itself
long established EU policy. mic laws"is the simple, not at all secret, with SIPTU. Let it, in Lenin's words,

Well then, it may not be polite to quote 2nSWer to the ultimate question oflife, the "take cognisance of real life, of the true
one editorial against another editorial UNiverse and the politics of it all. Itis the facts of reality, and not cling to a theory of
behind that editorial's back, but honestly working class interest. Justthatand nothmgyesterday_-- There is a lot of work to be
someone has to, and so... mare. _ done in the working class interest, in

From another editorial inthe sameissue T air énoughwe are on astalking groundformulating a policy of social partnership,
of the Irish Political Review(August, Petween necessity and freedom. Somen selling that policy and implementing
2012)... things, unpalatable things, must be donethat partnership. Seriously now, does the
of necessity. It is necessary that debts rish Political Reviewhave some cogent
having been incurred, be paid back. So,reason for not taking on the role it is fully

_ let's explain the necessary needs of thissapable of playing in that work, in that
Absolutely so, and thHéong established  moment, and that moment, and the nextinterest? Does it?

EU policy", the previously-agreed EU ten years, if needs be. But let us also make
Competition Policy and the Services the best of the working class interestinall | know full well that people who have
Directive, is the still-unchallenged neo- of that. Let's deal with necessity by persuaded themselves of the power of
liberalism with which Britairfisubverted"  promoting the freedoms in which all of "certain immutable economic lawsiill
Europe and which remains the political the needful is resolved and overcome. dismiss this position d&Jtopian”. And,
economy of the Eurozone. Two fundamental matters are of yes! it is Utopian.
constitutive importance in establishing the

And yet this editorial opposing the working class interest on the high ground  principled action at a point of crisis by
politics ofillusion, inallits blind adherence of this financial crisis. The integrity and sych as ourselves almostalways is Utopian.
to"immutable economic lawstakesitto  independence of the Irish State must beit wasn't an economic determinist,
be a good thing that the Holy Trinity relies restored; not defended, for, at present,convinced ofthe immutable laws of double
on local politicians to implement its neither exists in any fit fashion that it entry book keeping, who walked off the
ordinances. It makes a big deal of themightbe defended atall; butrebuilt, tendedtrain and strode out of the Finland Station.
elementary point of power politics that to and restored. In pursuit of that then is No, that was the man who quoted Goethe
power does not commit itself on foreign the absolute requirement for governmentg few months later.
ground unless it absolutely has to. to be re-established on the understandings

and in the agreements of a new social

And it won't have to. As with the partnership.
Referendum, all the established political
parties and all of the local media, weighed In the general run of things, by way of
inin support of the power, if not necessarily the least of them, Irish Trade Unions may
the sanctity, of the Troika. Thkish immediately fall short of such a partner-
Political Reviewwas not at that moment ship, may well indeed fall far short. But,
entirely a part of that crude consensus ofby way of the best of them, there is
fear and ambition. Since the ReferendumConnolly's Union.
it acts as though it wishes it had been.
Why? SIPTU may very well be the last sur-
viving institution of the independent Irish
state that Connolly formulated and de
Valerafounded. Itis certainly the one and
only and the lastgood hope for its survival.

"The EU in its internal affairs is
Britain..."

And anyway, since when was thish
Political Revievafraid of being Utopian?
Much of thelrish Political Revievs best
work over many years now, done for the
most part by David Morrison and Philip
O'Connor, has been its work for the rights
of the Palestinian People. That has been
work of the greatest human value and
every bit of it in denial of balance sheets
andin defiance of profitand loss accounts.
Of course it is Utopian to expect that the
Palestinian People will survive, let alone
succeed; no theory would give them so
much as a bed for the night, or a cup of tea
against the cold.

And while we're at it: the immutable
law of Double Entry Book Keeping is just
one of'certainimmutable economic laws"
is Globalisation another of those
unchangeable laws? It is certainly at the Thelrish Political Reviewhas made, to Fortheory, myfriend, is grey; butgreen
heart of EU competition policy and the my mind, far too much of the debating is the eternal tree of life!

Services Directive. Labour Flexibility, the point of going into alliance with our gallant Joe Keenan



A Reply To Joe Keenan In the current, immediate political
situation, isittrue that Chinais a dependent
creditor of the USA; or that Germany is a
The Road To Recovery Is dependent creditor of Ireland or Greece?
; Whatis called the current world economic
Through A New SOCIaI Compact ! crisis is not experienced as such by

not a war against 'Europe’ ordinary people in China, or even Ger-

The issue in the current crisis as it substance of the matter. Joe ridicules themany._lt IS (_j'ff'cu“ 10 believe that_those
effects Ireland is whether the axis of idea that there are any such things adountries will not pe affgcted_by .'t’ bUt.’
political conflictin the current situationis “immutable economic lawsbtr indeed whateverelse,the|rrelatlonshlpwnhthelr
primarily "immutable"anything else, and also dis- debtors cannot be described as one of

a) between the Irish State and Irish misses the notion that countries in debtdependenc_e. . . .
social interest on the one hand and abecome dependent on their creditors,,, The editonial, while using the term
hostile,"neo-liberal” world, represented claiming the opposite in fact to have been |mrr_1ut_able Iaw_s of economicgar from
by 'Europe’ and the Troika, on the other, orthe case, taking the US and Britain as hisfatahsu_ce_llly clalm_s thf‘ltSUCh laws are E_i"'

b) between domestic Irish forces in reference. determl_nmg,argumg m_s_tead forz_apoht_lcs
determining budgetary and fiscal policy, Joe's critique is strewn with admiring base_d simply on recognition ofthew_reallty.
remaining at the core of the Eurozone andreferences to Lenin as the great utopian Itis the contention ofthe ed|tor|_al that
negotiating with external creditors. breaker of immutable laws of all kinds. 1€ reality (_)f Insh private and p_ub||c debt

But was it not Lenin himself who event- cannpt be ignored. Slmply calling for the

Itis one or the other, and whichever of ually bowed tdimmutable laws of econo- floading of debior states with cheap money
the two is decided to be the reality of mics" with the NEP [New Economic by the European Central Ba|ll"|k—the_rerrl—
things will determine the strategy that Policy] to kick-start a ruined Russian edypfthecurreptly_self-styled Keynesians
should be pursued: a national front to faceeconomy? Lenin certainly acted on abelief_\'f”_thout putting in place the necessary
down the Eurozone/Troika or a national that human action could transform a Plitical control gnd accountability, is a
recovery strategy in concert with the Euro- political economy. But the laws of econo- free marketsolution that would completely
zone. The writers of this article define itas mics were not changed by him. Marx undermlne_the Euro (which the edlt_orlal
the latter, and advocate a way forward before him had invested his life in produc- suggested s the actual _purlpose be_hmd the
through a Social Compact—on the modeling his multiple-volum€apital precisely _rec?nt sudden conversion'teynesian-
of the historic Social Partnership Agree- to lay bare thiawsof capitalisteconomics 'S for the Eurozone of th&inancial
ment of 1987 (Programme for National and politicaleconomy so as betterto enable-r'me_s_the organ of global fmance capital).
Recovery)—to oversee national recovery effective working class action on a basis Byfaﬂmg_—orratherrefusmg—.to gddress
in concertwith the development of a strong of reality. Even Lenin could not make one the debt issue, thO campaign in the

Eurozone. Joe Keenan, in his article inand one equal three. |r|-sh F'S,C.al Compaptrefergndqm(the Left,
Sinn Féin etc.) disqualified itself from

thisissue ofrish Political Reviewappears In modern Western states the operations™ " e .
to define it as the former. of markets have been considerably con- eing part of the political solution.
strained to a greater or lesser extent in the . .
DEBT, IMMUTABILITY & REAL WORLD working class interest (and often indeed D ETERMINISM

There are absolutely no grounds for

&l ic" i in the capitalist interest). While markets . T >
Joe attacks th&idactic" edtorial of p ) Joe's claim that the editorialsconomic

the Augustrish Political Reviewon the ~ might be restrained and the laws of the N o
Euro cﬂsis—which, entitledhe Politics ~ market 'bucked’, as it used to be said, theieterminist:On the contrary, the editorial
Of Reality vs The Politics Of llusion, laws themselves remain the same. The?MPnasises te political choices wrich
presented the above case—for its craverfaw of gravity does not determine human a;e avarable, a e|tyt\/|t Iltnt e].p_z;ram(.et(tars
capitulation to the forces of neo-liberal action, but it does set its parameters.? e;]onomlc necest3| Y't exp 'i' y points
globalism and its lack of utopianism. For Ignoring or denying the law of gravity, let o the non-monetarist, non-rieynesian

him the Irish state consists of nothing alone claiming it can be overthrown, does _solut|on implemented in the working class

more than locdlcompliant and ambitious ot eliminate or even extend those para_gterest by Harold Wilson's Br’]”t'Sh So;:|al|st
political forces"on whom the Troika can Mmeters by the slightest degree. In fact the _ove_rnm.enth lnlgesoorrew at analogous
rely "to implement the... measures of the Opposite would tend to be the case. pySituation in g? s-austerity” taxes d
Ameranglian political economy which is understanding the law and utilising it, the " Un¢arme |ncog_1e, wage restralnlt,.anl
long established EU policy” scope of human action is increased,  'estrictions on credit, to re-assert politica

_He wonders what Lenin or Goethe As regards_the depend_ence ofc.ountries{: nocr;g;)é ec(;f ;?fdjgt:\r/i;,cyi’nvﬂgtﬁex'tﬂ]
might have tho_ught o]‘lthe a_naIyS|s present-states on the!r cred|tor_s, itis certainly true industrial training, and social partnership.
ed by the editorial“nothing good, of that Imperialist countries have extracted
that | am sure;"he writes. surplus value from production in their  The editorial refersto the social partner-

Joe dwells on the opening statement ofcolonies, but is it true, as Joe says, thatship solution that Ireland—substantially
the editorial*There are certainimmutable they made their creditors dependent onthrough the concerted action of Fianna
economic laws that cannot be wished awaythem? The USA became anything but aFail and the ICTU—implemented in res-
by fine words or good intentions. If a dependent creditor of the UK in the ponse to the economic crisis of the 1980s
country continues to consume more thantwentieth century. The UK'sindebtednessand which resulted in the productive
it produces, it will develop a dependent to the USA presaged the rapid decline ofgrowth of the following 20 years. It defends

relationship with its creditors." British world power and there was an the elements of social partnership that
The choice of the wortimmutable" inexorable—perhaps we might suggesthave survived, eveninacontext of tactical
may be unfortunate, but it is not the even immutable—logic to that. retreat (the Croke Park Agreement),
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despite unrelenting attacks on it from thosedetermined pay in certain labour markets, The system of Social Partnership was
who advocate a free market solution to themuch to the chagrin of Richard Bruton jettisoned by Brian Cowen very soon after
currentcrisis (e.g. ttieunday Independent and many of the other bright new sparksreplacing Ahern as Taoiseach, well before
and indeed, many Fine Gael Ministers, on the Fine Gael Front Bench. Tmeo-  the real scale of the crisis had emerged.
such as Leo Varadkar, when free to speakiberal" Troika made no objection to the The Irish Political Reviewat the time
their mind). restoration of the JLCs, or indeed of the criticised Cowen's destructive policy
The editorial also denies thaetermin-  minimum wage rate, and the IMF even towards Social Partnership and his restor-
ism" of the Troika on Irish affairs. attacked commentary in Ireland which ation of the dominion of the Department
Notwithstanding what members of the implied that it had sought the break up of of Finance over all aspects of government.
Government might say, the editorial statesCroke Park, adding for good measure itsWhat the disputed editorial says is that a
that Ireland has political choices. It might view that socially- agreed solutions were social compact such as the one that lifted
be argued that the editorial is optimistic always preferable. the national economy out of the 1980s
regarding the room for manoeuvre of the Like Eoghan Harris's charlatan dismis- recessionis precisely whatis needed again
Government, given that it is tied into a sal of Paddy Heaney for his historical now—including from the working class
programme its predecessor already agreedaccount of what happened 90 years ago aperspective—but pointed out the unfortun-
but it is difficult to see how it could be Coolacrease because he did not producate fact that no element in the current
described asdeterminist; let alone an "documentary evidenc#r his statements Governmenthad any interestin embracing
injunction to "give up, lie down and —thoughPaddywas of course subsequentsuch a course.
prepare to be steamrollered by an in- lyvindicated by the documentaryrecord—  The refusniksvery much include the
exorable fate"as Joe puts it. Joe demandsletails"for statements such Labour Party. Ruairi Quinn was an im-
Pretending that the international credit as that above concerning the position ofplacable opponent of the 1987 deal, which
market can be ignored is not realistic. Thethe Troika. Well, the best source we havehe described at the time a%ave in"by
issue for Ireland is to pursue a credibleon the Troika's view of the JLC issue the Trade Unions and as a threat to the
deficit reduction policy that will make it comes from an impeccable source, thesovereignty of the Dail, and has maintained
possible to again secure international crediteditorial of SIPTU's newspaper (‘Troika this reactionary attitude ever since,
at a favourable rate to fund future deficit did not seek cut in wagesiberty, July  describing Social Partnership just a few
spending. 2011). The source for the IMF view of the years ago as &laquemalange”i.e. a
Croke Park deal is the July edition of the gooey, messy, clingey substance. Since
magazine of the IMPACT trade union becoming Ténaiste, Eamon Gilmore has
reduced Government engagement with
the "social partners"to a schedule of
SIPTU AnD AN |RisH SociaL Pact quarterly informal chats, organised separ-
the focus of politics should be on domestic  Joe advocates a political response inately with ICTU and IBEC. And the
conflicts and a negotiating position within Ireland of*formulating a policy of social National Economic and Social Coureil
a positive orientation in the Eurozone, on partnership’ driven on the working class  the Senate of Social Partnership—has been
the one hand, or a conflict between theside by SIPTU acting on the basis of the Utterly marginalised.

DicTATORSHIP OF THE TROIKA ?

The notion of a global Troika imposing (Work and Life)
its will on a compliant and corrupted local
political elite goes to the heart of whether

Irish national interest and predatory legacy of Connolly's position. In this he
globalist forces represented by the Troikacalls for thdrish Political Reviewio seek
and the Eurozone leadership on the otheran "alliance" with SIPTU instead of
The fact of the matter is that, beyond continuing to makéfar too much of the
achieving the deficittargets, the state itself debating point of going into alliance with
can—uwithinthe parameters of agreementsour gallant ally of 1916" But what—
it has previously entered into, e.g. the apart from thégallant ally” bit to which
Maastricht Treaty—decide how that is to we will return—did the editorial say to the
be achieved. Fianna Fail, in its last act of contrary? Thédrish Political Reviewhas

Given that there is no element in this
Government inclined to go down the road
of a social pact, the only possibility for a
new compact would be a major initiative
from the Unions, such as indeed preceded
the historic 1987 Haughey deal, and which
then too, from the ICTU perspective,
combined the restoration of national
economic sovereignty with the advance-

state, crafted such an agreement with then fact been consistently promoting such aant of the working class interest in the
Troika, proposing public spending reduct- course of development since the very startgiai0 and economy. The history of all of
ions, property taxes etc. Does Joe thinkof the financial crisis in 2008, and has ihis was set out in considerable detail by

the Maastricht Treaty should be renegotiat-always held SIPTU to be the key political

ed too, and that this is practical politics? force of the working class interest in

one of the authors of this article in a long
article Partnership And Progress In Tiger

We would contend that what we are 'réland, arole which the Labour Party 8o re|and in the onlineDublin Review of
witnessing with the conflict over the decided to discard. This is what the gooks(No. 4, Winter 2007), which, up-
Property Tax and the previous (failed) disputed editorial actually said on this yateq and expanded, was re-published in

attempt to dismantle the wage-setting duestion:
mechanisms of the Joint Labour Commit-
tees are issues of thHeish political
economy, of intendesh political conflict,
because they are issues of class conflict.
The working class interest is being served
by the introduction of a progressive
property tax and certainly was well served
by the impressive SIPTU campaign,
supported by Fianna Fail, which led to the
restoration of the JLC system which

to achieve this § national strategy to

this Government would choose to
pursue."

"...an inclusive Pact across the social
interests to deliver a programme of adjust-
ment and recovery, as was achieved by . .
the Haughey Governmentin 1987, would 1he pamphlet—available still through
offer the most socially progressive means Google books, though absent from the

2009 by the Bevin Society in its pamphlet,
The Road to RealityThis article was
widely read in Irish Trade Union circles

Athol website—demonstrated clearly the

overcome the crisis—JM, PO'C}. But, class perspective of the Irish Unions

unlike 1987, the prospects for a social operating at the time, imbued with
solution to the crisis do not seem to be on '

offer, or to be an option any element in

Connolly's vision of working class politics

in an Irish state. Pat Murphy—who had
regarded that drb article as ground-



breaking—interpreted Connolly's views sider it impolite for him to quote this creation of a single currency, he believed,
inthe modern context as th@oprietorial  editorial fragment, which he presents with would tend to have institutional and
interest of the working class in the [Irish] dramatic effect as contradicting the Political consequences that would revive
State". The 1987 ICTU leaders also editorial he is criticising, and possibly the development towards political union.
conceived of Social Partnership in a very embarrassing to us, the writers, as aresultti€ _convinced Mitterand, who then
Connollyite way as a vehicle to advance We hope that he in turn will not consider co_rln_\r/]mced To?jl.' tion bet inal

working class interests within the reality itimpolite of us to quote the two sentencescurreﬁcsoi?] r: r'gé%r; wehévriepheares:ggn%
of an Ireland in a globalised capitalist that immediately followed that dis-

world, utilising in an intelligent manner embodied quotation: poliical union is now being addressed
' 9 9 d ) and—despite the constant hostile agitation

what Joe himself, paraphrasing Engels,  "..the EU in its internal affairs is against it by the powerful media industry
correctly calls thé'stalking ground bet- Britain. For the purposes of protecting £ ANGlo-S i ital—bei
ween necessity and freedom". the Eurozone, the EU is Germany, with Or Anglo-sSaxon linance capital—being

France as aseconder. Thereis a possibilityesolved. This resolution will take the
that financial events will force the form either of the collapse of the currency

Eurozone to push Britain and the EU out or greater political integration. Since we

of the picture.” are not economic determinists we cannot

The three sentences taken together ar§2Y in which way it will be resolved, but
onsistent with previous editorials and do believe there is a substantial will to
Il inconsistent with the editorial @chieve the political integration needed.
The Irish Political Reviewsupports this

But the social partnership that Joe
advocates has little to do with anything of
this actually existing history of Irish social
partnership. Rather it is an ideal, pristine
and'new". He does not defend any actual
elements of social partnership and see$
the State as something already lost, a mer&0t at a

compliant local appendage of the forcesWhich Joe takes such exception to. Thed I 4 ad .
of Globalism. That is the On'y conclusion |r|Sh POImCal ReVIerOES not need to be eve Opment and advocates a proaCtlve

that we can draw from these statements:told, as Joe quotes Lenin, take cog- ~ Irshengagementwithit, asin the interests
"The integrity and independence of the Nisance of real life, of the true facts of of Ireland, and of the Irish working class.
Irish State must be restored: not defended €ality, and not cling to a theory of It it tuns out that there Is indeed greater
for, at present, neither exists in any fit yesterday! That has been its approach to Political integration, however, it will be
fashion that it might be defended at all; Europe since the early 1970s. It supported/Vithout Britain. _
but re.built, tended to and restored. In an active lIrish engagement with it then, The Irish Political ReV|eWSUpp0rtS
pursuit of that then is the absolute arguing among other things that the this development precisely as a workable

requirement for government to be re- European political economy was a framework for what Joe calta working

established on the understandings and in o i iai
the agre6ments of a new socialgpartner-devebpme”tal form of capitalism that class strategy to deal with the crisis of

ship... SIPTU may very well be the last had much to offer in the working class Finance Capital in away that will advant-

surviving institution of the independent interest. age the working classThe alternative to

Irish state that Connolly formulated and  In the early 1990s thiish Political Irish engagement with the Eurozone can

de Valera founded." Reviewobserved thatthe EU wasin dangergf c<|)_urse only tr)f E Eall backltowards thg

of political disintegration following the Sterlingzonewhich Joe surely mustsee is
We could not agree [ess. collapse of the Soviet bloc, as the defeat ofV€Ty Much a less favourable framework
Uropa Losr  the Federalistsin the EU led to tieep-  for what he is advocating.

On the basis of his own statements, Joeening"of the union being sacrificed to its o .
is right to anticipate the criticism of “Widening"(eastwards expansion), to the Whil JCONNOLLYhS GALLANT ALLJ. q
"utopianism". But he is completely wrong 9reat approval of Britain. Germany—a lle Joe sees the integrity and inde-
to refer to the work of David Morrison and !€ading driver, behind France, "afeeper pendence of the Irish state as having been
one of the current authors on the Palestindntegration™—reacted by considering Utterly destroyed, and its only hope a new
question in support of his philosophical refocusing to the East and away from the@nd pure CQ”L‘OHV';_m’ led by SLPTU’ Ee
idealism. That work has been the very EU. This process, at the height of British S€€mMS t‘? V(‘:”S toll |shpens(;a wit ancf>t er
opposite of utopian. Those concernedinfluence in Europe, was accompanied by:asphect”_o onn_oh{,; IS advocacy o r?n
resigned from an organisation which the social dimension of the EU being r!sh a |?r_1Cta| with Va:magy’ saymE.t €
refused to work with or engage with the undermined in favour of market forces. Irish Political Reviewhas been making
Irish State, which it had come to view—to BY the end of the decade the EU had far too much of the debating point of
use Joe'swords—as lacking dinegrity  indeed become something of a Britain in gg!‘g'”'_tlo acljllance with OUr: ga::antalllly 0:]
andindependencelhstead they continue 1tS internal make-up and a USA in its Amer el. enOlJlnpeT what he c:;.sht. ©
to engage with the State on the assumptiorforeign policy, from which point its | merangtj)l{aﬂ pg ftica (T.conodrpﬁw '.ﬁ IS
of practical, feasible and possible Irish coherence and its credibility with its onghe.T,Ita |sde EllJ.EO 'Clﬁh t_ehst|h—. H
Foreign Policy which, despite its current Mmember states and their populations went!¢ha éngt()a nez—l| eraism ng wh.|ch
debilitating indebtedness, can and doesnto sharp decline. Britain ‘subverted’ Europe and whic

AN : remains the political economy of the
have scope to take initiatives on issues However, by the time Mitterrand and Eyrozone.”
such as Palestine, as even Eamon Gilmorgohl had left office the project for asingle — \well, we simply take Connolly at his
has commendably demonstrated. currency had been set in train. They :

- adopted this strategy on the urging of thevéict)irzdéfc;\nrrrfIIya':]éviso\l’qvci?]gégamzeﬂi;hhe
Cuass ENEMY EUROPE?  graatarchitect of Social Europe, the former y

In his castigation of the EU, Joe seizescaiholic Socialist Trade Union official  RePublican Brotherhood into taking action
onafragmentfrom another editorialinthe gng then Commission President Jacque&t Easter Week 1916. And he did this in
same August 2012 issue of thesh  Delors. His aim was to create some factsconscious alliance with Germany. In
Political Reviewtitled Europe Subvertgd  on the ground to reverse the disastrousAugust 1914 he witnessed the evaporation
"...the EUinitsinternal affairsis Britain"  hollowing out of the European Union that of the Socialist International and its holy

We can assure him that we don't con-had been caused by British influence. Thevow to halt war-plans in their tracks by
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united European working class action. collective bargaining restored, cuts to conflict is with 'Europe’. While there is
From the moment that great class frontchildcare and healthcare implemented insomething of a negotiating relationship
was revealed as an illusion, Connolly the Schroeder era partially rescinded, andyith 'Europe’, the actual conflict is on the
called the war as he saw it—an assault byvelfare rates maintained and even im-pome front, where the proponents of
Britain on Europe, driven by a calculated PTOVed. and she herself—as reported by aret freedoms and a market solution to
intent to take out the state which had come‘]Ohn M!nahane in the Augusish PO.I'“' . thecrisis have tended to line up against the
L : : . cal Review—has spoken of the applicabil- : Y
to rival it economically, industrially and . : . Eurozone leadership andtoinclinetoare-
; ity of the German model of industrial —. . :
s_00|ally. B_ut _between August 1914 and democracy antsocial market economics” ghgnm_en_twnh oreven re-absorpnon bfack
his executionin May 1916 any newspapersiq other countries around the world, as aninto Britain, while the forces of socialis-
he managedto publish extolled the socialista|ternative model and antidote to the ation,including SIPTU itself, have agitated
aspects of the German state and the positiodominance of finance capitalism that hasfor the Euro Compact to be made work in
the working class had achieved within it, wrought such destruction in recent years.the working class interest by expanding it
which he regarded as far in advance fromHow very neoliberal of her! with debt resolution and expansionary
a socialist perspective to the conditions ~But, whatever else, how could a state economic measures.
prevailing in Britain, and a model for the With the political and social economy of  Therish Political Reviewcan be of
European future. Connolly's perspective Merkel's Germany lead a neo-liberal some service in helping to inform the
in this regard has a particular resonancemakeover of anything? initiative for a new Social Compact in
and parallel to conditions today. So, letus ~ But no, for Joe there are no saving |reland advocated by ICTU, assisting the
look briefly at the German political graces. He makes some throw-awaystruggle for it by contributing practically
economy of today. remarks about German actionsintheworldto a constructive dialogue with forces
The editorial rejects the notion of to back up his argument for disengaginginterested in such a solution, and identify-
Chancellor Merkel as either a neoliberal With the programme of the 1916 Proclam- jng elements of such a Social Compact for
or a Keynesian, and portrays her as rathe@tion."Germany is today a client state of 3 resolution of the crisis in the working
surprisingly similar in mode to Harold the USA’hesayswhose airforcebombed class interest. Promoting a national front
Wilson, trying to create a system of Belgrade for the USA and now stands against Europe is a reactionary alternative.
monetary and fiscal rules to ensure a solidPoised to bomb Damascus for the USA, or  |n such circumstances of rapidly chang-
European currency to enable the continuedl €heran for the USAReally? Germany, ing power relations and conflicts, we do
development of the Europedsocial  atthebehestofthe Green Party humanitarnot see the need toling to a theory of
market economyénd to secure it against ian interventionists, contributed a few yesterday:
the forces of global finance capital of reconnaissance planestothe NATO bomb- Philip O'Connor
which Joe implies her to be a creature. Theing of Belgrade. It did not join the later John Martin
notion of Germany leading a charge for crusade to destroy Iraq, it supported tfte
the re-making of Europe along neo-liberal French resistance at the Security CouncilHow TO MAKE ENEMIES
lines just defies the realities of the situation. to @ UN-sanctioned invasion, and recently AND APPAL PEOPLE
Thatcher was a Thatcherite first and refused to participate in the overthrow pf
foremost within Britain, remoulding the Libyan state (despite a domesficYou don't like sport, he jeers,
British society to that model, before she clamour by liberals and the wretcter | what are you
and her New Labour successors began tépiegeto join the latest great cause of the queer? o _
export her revolution to Europe. Is there a West). When Germany initiated the recog- No, it's all that kissing and hugging
shred of evidence that Merkel is imple- nition of Croatia and Slovenia in 1991t On the field
menting any such counter-revolution in did so in a solo run that departed from thethat puts me off

Germany? position of the Western Alliance. While |t asatr:]egaiﬂﬁgr:h;alv\j\?;erls reel.
Merkel is in fact something of an out- is claimed that the consequences of t1a{:‘/(|:oﬁ’|

Spoken proponent of tHsocial market- move were the horrific wars that ensugd,WeH’ it's goodbye to macho days

economyand has defended the extensive Germany had calculated that Serbign\yhen we made some athletes afraid

German system of industrial democracy action was leading to the same effgctio come out.

and of welfare, education and health anyway, and soitacted to restore old argagut they who wanted too did, so, human rights

provision against the liberal party and of the Habsburg world atleast to 'Europg’.we no longer flout.

capitalist interest at home. She certainly Wrong it may have been, but acting a3 aExcept,

favours greatetabour market flexibility" ~ "client state of the USAt was not. you still don't like sport.

to increase the competitiveness of the Koy conmier: Nor v. Eumo ?g&;aglek')tlgfl‘(';rg'?osr'tles'
. EY NFLICT : T V. EUROPE y

E;:ohrllorr‘r;y,ut:;;r& ?a%%r:}fﬁ]t:rlz? (ia:tnrgTvgly The working out and resolution of the sand-bagged London

ghlyreg f Y Euro cri

comparable to the yellow-pack one that sis, which we see as very muchjin0fs, ;
P Y P hand through the new departure of thenaval ships on the Thames,

:‘.ﬁzgﬁ\gﬁ;?_g‘récvenUK as the legacy OfEurozone, has as its major centre |ofthe Olympian spirit bomb-proofed?
_ S political conflict not the constructive NotV\tlhyoru are out,
Merkel is a Christian Democrat leader jnteraction of Ireland with Europe (which 24t tNere.

—albeit unusual in being a Prussian : out there without doubt,
protestant one. The labour market policieshas been approved, however grumpily, pYyyih that imperial obsession

of her Government bear no relation to e Irsh electorate) butthe clash of politigal afghanistan

Joe's definition ofthe absolute right to and social forces at home in determining put now aware

hire and fire at low wages with no welfare the shape ofthingsin Ireland. This distinc- there could be

'safety net"Under her Governments, the tion is essential, as the perspective Joea reprimand.

apprenticeship system of vocational train- advances is very much in line with that pf Wilson John Haire
ing has been strengthened, the power othe NO campaign—that the primafy. 26th July, 201
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quit the European Union, but they will
always be atarm's length fromiit, because
it'sintheir historical DNA. If Ambassador
McDonagh can change minds in this, he
will have reversed the influence of Henry
Tudor."

iswhatitis. And ultimately Micheal carries
with him the stain of being a gung-ho co-
partner in previous Governments with the
Progressive Democrats who sabotaged
internally the Soldiers of Destiny. We still
THE PHOENIX PARK CONCERT hear Mary Harney's mantfd&oston or
In the context of modern Ireland, the Berlin?" and her ferocious favouring of ~ What Kenny doesn't say of course is
concert at which the group, 'Swedishthe former. And then cometh the Celtic how our Ambassador McDonagh found
House Mafia’, performed was very telling Ti9er—and then goeth the Celtic Tiger, himself giving a highly politicised speech,
about the current values of some of ourl€aving the carcasses of our banking andunless it was on the orders of our Govern-
youth. The pictures that made it into theSC Mmany other institutions all pilling up ment. And towhatintent? Because Ireland
media were few enough and only did solMt0 unimaginable debt for which the isinthe Eurozone, we acempetitors not
because of the facts that the gardai estagrdinary citizen is now paying hugely and partnerswith Britain, as our competing
lished: two young men dead from stabbingsunfairly. And there is our leader Michedl currencies clearly indicate.
and several in hospital due to multiple €ONSpiring with Jim O'Callaghan SC,
stabbings, every type of drug being takenfFianna Fail's legal advisor, (*?") and THe MarRIAGE FounpaTion UK
and shopping trolleys full of booze that Prother of both Miriam and Dr. Margaret  As Ireland loses its way in every sense
allowed the crowd to get totally drunk O'Callaghan (RTE broadcaster and ofthe word, itis amazing to see Britain do
which led to behaviour that was so out of '€Vvisionist historian respectively) to get such a turnabout a&live of June 2012
bounds that even the liberal media balkedViMm @ seat in the new Dublin Bay South reported. Sir Paul Coleridge, a seniorjudge
at the antics momentarily and then sureconstituency, thus kicking the hard- inthe UK, has described family breakdown
working Chris Andrews, grandson of as'one ofthe mostdestructive scourges of
our time" The judge declared that
"Anyone who has ever witnessed the goings
DipLomaTic ERRORS  -0n inside today's family courts will be
Ofcoursethe presentGovernmentWith aware of the consequences. They are a
over entirely his blame and those of theENdaKenny TD of Fine Gael as Taoiseachnever-ending carnival of human misery.”
present and former Government/media/1S done more to harm our long-term tiesand he numbers divorce as the primary
et al, who have been pushing the liberal®f diPlomacy than has that of any other cause!What makes this ceaseless river of
agenda and then backing off when its 1 20iseach in history. In that, he had beengdistress all the more tragic is that in many
attendant consequences manifest theme!l @ided and abetted by the Tanaiste of the cases there seems to be no solid
selves in the kind of behaviour that =2mn Gilmore TD of Labour. So when reason for the divorce to be going ahead”
occurred in the Phoenix Park. Even whenVTVOrOI comes from Mary Kenny writing in - Now the judge is backed by a number of
the music group played at Milton Keynes he Irish Catholi¢ 12th July 2012, that prominent figures in the law, the Church,
Bowl on the following Saturday, the UK our Ambassador to the Court of St. Jamesand politics, and Sir Paul has launched
police authorities statetthat they were -0"d0n: Mr. Bobby McDonagh (and his ‘The Marriage Foundatiorto champion
very pleased at how the event passed off®/e Mary) have much enhanced Anglo- the advantages of marriage. He rejected
there. So, officially, our crowd's ugly Irish reIat|0n§ In recent years—it is not j[he"fash|onab|e" n0t|qn that marriage is
behaviour completely capped anything 83/t shattering news. Except for whatjust one of many possible templates for a
even in old permissive London’. What a'0/0WS Which had me reeling. In a speech successful relationship. He says:
the week before the article appeared,

coupfor our commentariat who have long
: ..~ Ambassador McDonagh stated that Ireland
sought the breaking down of family ties, .
9 9 Y can "calm British doubts about the

communal ties and finally societal ties. E Uni | inal h

The Labour party whose political policies Buiioipeand | nllon.d nﬁre?jmg Y, pir ?hps

seem to triumph that of Fine Gael in ritain and freland should see each other
as partners in the European Union as

government—though one wonders how h i inth d
much the latter really actually differentiate much as partners In the peace process an

their policies from the former—are now in business.” Mary Kenny went on to
) comment that—
in full-on mode. e
| theibof ise is Michael Britain and Ireland do see one another
SPPPOSG &bola surprise 'S_ Ichae . as partners in the European Union and in
Martin's recent statement that Fianna Fail,

es ahora *

enough blamed oudrinking culture”.
Alan Shatter, Fine Gael TD and Todd, outto grass.
Minister(s) for Justice and Defence, in his
response to the fiasco called on organisers
MCD "to apologise; therefore glossing

"Examine the background of almost
every child in care or the youth justice
system and you will discover a broken
home. Children from such backgrounds
are, on every measure of success, less
likely to achieve their proper potential
and, as their life chances ebb away, the
wellbeing of our whole society suffers".

The judge backs up his statements by
statistics that simply can't be ignored.

his party, is now dliberal, progressive

party". But the Fianna Fail that | signed up
for, as did many throughout the country, is

the party of'conservatism, republicism
and modern pragmatismMartin can gad

about the media all he wants saying he is

for gay marriage, the rewriting of our

constitution, children's rights etc., but we
all know that whoring can be seen for

what it truly is. In my opinionparty

pimpingnever works precisely because it

It Is Time

Brussels, | know that Irish civil servants
have helped the British, and vice-versa."
"However, | also think that the Tudor
historian, Dr. David Starkey, makes a
shrewd point when he says that the real
figure who separated Britain from Europe
was Henry VIII. Henry remained at heart
a Catholic, except for his determination

to “break with Rome” politically. To be
sure, Henry also wanted to loot the monas-
teries. But England sought separation
from continental Europe, a policy amply
continued under Elizabeth 1. It's that
deep history which underpins the
relationship between Britain today and
continental Europe. The British will not

"Today one in three UK marriages
have ended in divorce by the 15th wedding
anniversary, compared to one in 5 in
1970. A baby born to co-habiting parents
is ten times more likely to see its parents
separate than one bornto married parents.
Yet cohabiting in Britain has increased
from a million couples ten years ago to
2.9 million in 2010 and it is expected to
rise further. And in fact the evidence
suggests that the decision to settle for
cohabitation rather than marriage is often
influenced by fear of the horrors of
divorce."

The Foundation "aims to create a more
17



18

favourable attitude to marriage from the
top to the bottom of society”. It will
promote marriage as thgold standard"”

THE ACADEMICS
In The Irish Times10th April 2012,

under a headingcademics Fight Back

for relationships that are meant to benefitthere is a reference to the fact that UCD
couples, children and wider society. Unfor- President Hugh Brady (due to step down
tunately, Sir Paul Coleridge acknowledges soon)—

that"this view of marriage is regarded as
judgemental and is therefore unpopular
with many of the middle-class intel-
ligentsia™ He also accepted that the law
and the courts have contributed to the
problem and of course the policies of the
political class. The judge also criticised
theHellomagazine attitudéMarriage is

not something that falls out of the sky
readymade on to beautiful people in white
linen suits."Instead"it involves endless
hard work, compromises, forgiveness and
love". Couples need to learn that—

"for a relationship to last, you have to
hang in there and adjust and change and
alter and understand. Long, stable
marriages are carved out of the rock of
human stubbornness and selfishness and
difficulties.”

article by Paul Mooney, the former head

"looms large in an interesting new book
'Degree of Nonsense' where Tom Garvin,
professor emeritus of politics at UCD
continues to rail against the Brady era.
Garvin concludes that “university reform”
has proven to be an existential threat to
the country."

He also writes:

"It is open season lately on Irish
academics. The spinis we are lazy, work
only five hours a week, are no good and
are widely believed, quite inaccurately to
have huge pay packets. In my experience,
most Irish academics are enthusiastic,

will also feature in Braille on a bronze
plaque at the base of the waterfall.
Unveiling the plans, Education Minister
Ruari Quinn said: “As a strong advocate
for the memorial to the victims of
institutional abuse, I am pleased to
announce the winning entry. The Jury's
recommendation follows months of
deliberation and consultation, including
with representatives of the survivors of
institutional abuse and a public consult-
ation process. I believe 'Journey of Light'
will act as a testament to one of the
darkest chapters in our State's history and
what we collectively as a society allowed
to happen to vulnerable children. I hope
it will serve as a constant reminder that
we mustnever let such horrendous crimes
against children happen again and we
must strive to protect all of our child-
ren”..."

The winning design was chosen by a

love their subjects, enjoy teaching and ten-strongjury thatincluded two survivors
strive to increase their research andof abuse. The Irish Survivors of Child

understanding.”

This is in response particularly to an

of the National College of Ireland, on the

But people who are prepared to put in "light workload"of lecturers, a view which

the effort, he argued, will fintthe right
person for you is right there in front of
you".

and a political class that has lost all right chant critics—has published this respons

Quinndescribed the article'gsovocative
... with some interesting viewdooney's

Abuse has criticised the project as pre-
mature, saying the religious have not paid
their fair share of the State's €/1.3billion
redress bill.

I cannot but reflect on my last column

in the July Irish Political Review, where 1
continues to dominate discussion. Ruariwrote about the HSE [Health Services

Executive] and their partners who finally
produced the 'Report of the Independent

Inlreland, we have the Catholic Church lengthy response to his many critics is atChild Death Review Group'. What will be
arguing for a similar purpose, butitis now tandemcomsulting.wordpress.com. TCD's their little memorial and where? Minister
up against the ferocious commentariatBrian Lucey—one of Mooney's mosttren- Quinn is laughing at these children with

to rule by virtue of its craven attitudes and on his own blog on brianlucey.word
even more craven policies determined bypress.com.

the very elite of our day. So the Govern-

ABUSE MEMORIAL

ment and Micheal Martin espouse causes |, thelrish Daily Mail, 21st July 2012

like "gay marriage"while our country

bankruptcy.
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unveiled.

"Entitled 'Journey of Light', the new
monument was designed by Studio Negri
and Hennessy & Associates and will form
part of the Garden of Remembrance. The
outdoor monument will cost €500,000
and will have cascading water features
on either side of a walkway. The walls on
either side of the walkway will be
engraved with the wording ofthe govern-
ment's 1999 apology to those who were
abused in its care. It will be written in
English and Irish at child's eye level and

ehis "we must never let this happen again"
when far worse is going on today.
€1.3billion—what looting went on there

and when can we get a full and accurate
accountofhow much was spent and where
it went? The Tudor King Henry VIII—
there was a beautiful picture of the designtaught us well, even if it took us a long
sinks ever further into anarchy and of the new national monument for victims time to catch up on how to harvest such
of institutional abuse which has just been cash from our Catholic Church considering
how little time we had to build it finally
after the Famine and Penal Laws.

Julianne Herlihy ©
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The Irish Bulletin

The Irish Bulletin was the official
newspaper of the Irish Government duri
the War of Independence.

Itwas produced with minimal resource
and was unadorned. This is what made
reputation and because of that it beca
one of the most powerful weapons in t
War that eventually proved successful

The first volume of the paper i
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original. Other volumes will follow.
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Letter Dispute Irish Political Reviewtoday. And yet, People who think that a new Ireland, a
Stephen only notices now tHém recent united Ireland can be built without
Views Of Sinn Fein years Irish Political Review has become a  Unionist participation, involvement and

L . . leadership are deluded... The war is over
Stephen Richards's criticism of Athol criticism-free zone for Sinn Fein and the and we are in the process of building a

Streetand theish Political Revievseems r0visional IRA: new Republic'(Irish Indep. 23 June 201.2)
to centre on three main issues: Firstly, we
do not criticise the Provos enough for
what they did or for what they are doing
now; Secondly, we do not admit that the
Provos were beaten; Thirdly, we have
changed our political position over the

years from a hostility to the Provos to a volumes criticising the British State and

position O.f not criticising ”‘e”.‘- s the United States for the killing that they
On the issue of condemnations: if there - : :
) : do. Thatkilling, which, of course, is called
was anything | agreed with Gerry Adams ,, ,
) L2 I collateral damage'ls on a much larger e
on it was his view that politics should not . . tothe Southern State a number of criticisms
. . scale, both geographically and numeric- : . .
be conducted on the basis of tpelitics ] .| appearedin articles only last month, which
ally, than anything the Provos ever did, . .
suggested that Sinn Fein needed to stop

ofthe last atrocity'lf Martin McGuinness and seems to be arossly more iresnonsible
now feels events like the Bloody Friday . . 9 Y P Seeing the 26 Counties as a kind of 'failed
inits effects on the world. (On the categor-

attacks in Belfast and the Claudy bombs. o . entity’, akin to the 6 counties.
: s isation of this killing | recently noticed . . .
were"indefensible and appalling"”, well : o However, there is evidence at this
L that the US describes any male victim, : : .
who are we to argue with him? between 15 and 60 vears of age. of itSmoment that Sinn Fein are starting to
The view that politics should not be Y g€, rasp this particular nettle—in relation to

about the last atrocity was an Athol Streetattacks ar?um,j the yvc?rld, as an enemy?he Sean Quinn business. In recent weeks
: . combatant' or 'terrorist'. It seems that the
view, even before Adams expressed it.

. the partitionist interests in the Six Counties
L US and UK have much wider understand- L o
And | remember a great ridiculing of the . . - .. —Unionists, the SDLP and ilssh News
. . . ..~ ings of the notion of a 'legitimate target' in . . .
ritual condemnations made by 'constitu- . mouthpiece—have been trying to exploit
. R " warfare than the Provos ever had. On this ; :
tional' politicians and British Government . \ ._raconflict ofinterests between local Border
- . point also | don't understand how aerial _. )

Ministers in theNorthern Stayforerunner Sinn Fein members, who support Sean

to thelrish Political Review That was bombing, or the large-scale use .Of dro_neQuinn, and those in the Irish Republic
" , . . attacks, which seem to be the manifestation
called"l condemn..."and it was written,

. ..~ who wish to see the Quinn Empire before
as far as | can recall, by Davy Gordon Egggira;xa:gé%st:ﬁﬁz%igﬂnﬁ its courts.
around 1988-89. It contained all the - ) Fermanagh and Tyrone were great
. waging war than what the Provos did. S .

standard and stock phrases likgil men Quite the opposite, in fact) beneficiaries of the commercial develop-
of violence" etc., with many more The Provos had t'aken the Protestants Opwent produced by Sean Quinn and there is
suggestions by Davy thrown in, that went the North to be deluded. or ‘colon’ elements® groundswell of support for the Quinns,
on for about a page. It was such a;,reland. When the Pr'ovos begantotreatand their productive enterprises that
momentous piece of ridicule it is still {he protestant people of the North as aProvided substantial employment for
being talked about today and should bedgistinct national entity within Ireland and People in areas that had been wastelands
memorable to Stephen if was an avid enter into a process whereby an historicpreviously, due to neglect in the Stormont
follower of Athol Street at all. compromise arrangement could be con-eraand adevastation wrought on the textile

That was at the height of the Campaigncluded with them, should we have con- industry by British globalising free trade
for Equal Citizenship period, when we demned that? Did that political project not policiesin the 1980s. (Quinn unfortunately
were trying to democratise the entity called i€ at the heart of what Athol Street had igened his scope in conjunction with the
Northern Ireland. Davy Gordon was P€€n {rging on nationalism for the last 40 5 s 10 less productive and more speculat-
involved in that project. Interestingly, | )é?]arshor sob?atsvr\]/asrt]he proga?/tvqll;.Canooqve enterprise and this seems to have been
am currently updating a book | wrote back Brigﬁ lejtér é"' anc?(iat v%gsatze apIJ;)I?on;ch his downfall.)
at that time calledrrom Civil Rights to 4 A’\thol Stre’et suggested taking when The Quinns have received the support
National War.That book contained an || shades of nationalism were antagonis-Of the local GAA and high profile and
introduction by Davy Gordon—and | ing the Protestants and trying to breakrespected figures like Micky Harte, the
provided an introduction to Davy's book their resistance. It was what we suggestedlyrone Football Manager. There is also
called The O'Neill Years-both Athol = might work to bring about an all-Ireland hostility to the banks that have attempted
Street publications. state when the other approach was justo recoup their investments and have

In the course of updating this book for running up against a brick wall. And I prought Sean Quinn and his family to the
a new edition, | read many of the articles noticed an explicit recognition ofthisnew ¢oyrts. Local Sinn Fein figures like
| wrote during the 1990s and into 2000. | dévelopment, which has been going ony;ichelie Gildernew expressed support for
was amazed to find that in the year 2000 II/Sirthol\\;lzrrti?] l(\j/lt:}ccc;;igi%nlanssa ;?tdh'g Slri];?\nlgeei\év the Quinns in recent weeks saying they
wrotgadozep a}rticlesforthish Political Ard Fheis, which has éone completely had been'treated disgracefully by the
Reviewexplaining what the Provos were | 0 oticaq by the Northern press: Irish Government"
doing and why they were doing it. These " recognise that there are one million But it appears that national Sinn Fein
will feature in the new edition of the book. people on this island who are British and (and it is the only truly national party in
If anything, these articles are more et me state here and now that as a proud'€land) have started to rein this supportin
supportive of what the Provos were doing  Irish Republican | not only recognise the on the basis that it compromises support
back then than what is published in the unionist and British identity, | respectit. for the Irish courts and the State in its
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On what basis does Stephen suggest
that we should have criticised the Provos,
apart from the fact that they killed people?
If we were to criticise everyone who killed
people, we would never be finished
criticising and we would have to write

Stephen may have missed the criticisms
the Irish Political Reviewhas made of
SinnFeininrecentyears. There have been
criticisms of its participation in Great War
Remembrance events which seem to us to
be the antithesis of the reasons for and
objective of the independence movement
that established the State in the South.
On the question of Sinn Fein's attitude
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pursuance of justice. Recently, Sinn Fein

deputy leader, Mary Lou Mc Donald said
thatthere weréstrong emotionsin support
of the Quinns"but they should not get in
the way of justice. Sinn Fein's Phil Flana-
gan, MLA for Fermanagh/South Tyrone,
backed this view:

"I completely agree with my party's

deputy leader when she says that justice
must be done before the courts; that is the

only place this matter can now be
resolved. In my view, itisimperative that
the court case determining the liability
for this loan is heard in a prompt manner

enemy's cities, the population at home
celebrates and the enemy leadership pays
the penalty for losing, sometimes the
ultimate one, while many of their supporters
end up in jail.

The 'war' in Northern Ireland didn't end
that way at all. In fact, the best word to
describe what happened is probably ‘adraw'.

The IRA didn't achieve its goal of a
united Ireland, but did getinto government,
while the British and unionists failed to
inflict a military defeat on the IRA in the
conventional sense; for example, combat-
ants were let out of jail, not imprisoned,
while the IRA's leaders were invested with
a new respectability and political power.

create. Absent the necessary even-
handedness, the HET/PSNI approach will
inevitably have bad consequences.

You cannot unilaterally renew a war that
ended in a draw, by agreement and with
considerable compromise, without there
being negative repercussions. A move like
this amounts to de factcabrogation of the
peace deal by one side.

It would be foolish to attempt to predict
when, or what form, such a backlash might
take, but our knowledge of Irish history
tells us that there will be harmful
ramifications at some point.”

| think this a pretty fair analysis of the

and that no further side issues are dealt
with until a decision on the legitimacy of
this loan is made by a judge. All other
outstanding issues are conditional on the
outcome of that case and as such, they
should be put on hold until that decision
is made. It is not up to the media, to
politicians or to anyone else to determine
the outcome of this case. That decision
needs to be made by a judge and the
sooner that happens and a clear outcome

is decided, the better it will be for all
concerned."

If Sinn Fein keeps up this course, it may

well take a hit in electoral terms in the

Border counties butitis perhaps significant

of a movement toward a full recognition
of the State within which it aims to take
political power. And that is an essential

element of it acting purposely and effect-

ively in government if that eventuality
comes to pass.

Stephen may have missed these critic-
isms because they are not the sort of

criticisms he would prefer to hear. They
appear to be outside his horizons.

As to the Provos losing the war: Ed
Moloney, who had previously been of the

opinion that the Provos lost the war—and
who had published the most substantial

argumentin favour of this viewhe Secret
History of the IRA-now seems to have
changed his mind.

War is not over, he now suggests, as he
has become personally embroiled in awar

situation himself, as the British Govern-

ment continues to pursue victory. And the
logic must therefore be that, if it continues

to pursue victory, then it surely did not
win.

In an article in th8elfast Telegrapbf
4th August entitled?eace Process Could
Unravel Over Tapes Figlaind sub-titled,

Legal moves to seize taped IRA interviews
from Boston College are nothing less than
the Government tearing up the peace

processMoloney argues:
"Traditional wars usually conclude with

Peop|e may qu|bb|e about what '\/ictory' outcome of the War and it reqUireS little
and 'defeat' in such circumstances really further comment. Anthony Mcintyre, as
mean, but it is undeniable that our ‘war' did an ideological Republican, believes that
not end in the way such things normally do. the final objective of Irish Republicanism

_That puts a focus on another important yas not obtained before the Provos laid
aitangement which ended or confistwas G S arms—so they were defeated.
agree%ltoin negotiations between the majorAthOI Street does no_t see I.t that way
forces involved in the conflict. because we are not 'deomglca.l R.ePUb'

It is no exaggeration to say that, without licans and did not see the cqnfllct in the
it, our 'war' may never have ended, but that S@me terms as Republicans did. However,
agreement carried the obligation that the it was always pointed out, down the years,
deal would and should be honoured. that the Provo view was logical and con-

There was no doubt, however, that our sistent and was the only functional
‘war' did end and the evidence was un- alternative to the Athol Street view.
mistakable, because what had happened And now there seems to be something

during the ‘war' stopped... :
Not an easy course for either side, but theOf a confluence developing between the

necessary price of peace. In spite of 0.

reservations about true IRA intentions, for It should, however, be clear to Stephen

exampleovertheexten'[ofarmsdecommis-th t le in North reland d t
sioning, or the continued existence of an at people In Northern Irelan 0 no

army council, there is little doubt that it has "live inaRepublican nirvanagnd Repub-
kept to its side of the 'peace’ by ending its licans have never claimed that we do.
warlike activities. _ (There seems to be an argument appearing
But can the same now be said of the o canily in anti-Sinn Fein accounts that
British side of this equation? Recently, the -
Historical Enquiries Team (HET), in the_ Pa”}/ .h"’lls dres;ed the IRA C?‘mPa'gn
conjunction with the PSNI's criminal Upinacivilrights guise with the objective,
investigations branch, has delved into the all along, to have been equal rights within
past to frame criminal charges against the Union. | don't think that such a view
peoplewhowereactlveascombatantswhenhaS ever been expressed and it would be

the 'war' that has now ended was still raging. idicul i H he feeli
ThesubpoenasservedagainsttheBelfas{I iculous It it was. However, the teeling

Project archive at Boston College, which | that the Catholics wertsecond class in
was involved in establishing, is a potential their own land'certainly was the driving
example of that type of activity, butitisnot, force behind the Provo campaign and its
by any means, the only one. subsequent political expression and the

How and why the political blessing was I . .
given for this to happen is a question that so rectifying of this has proved to be the basis

far seems not to have been even asked muclf a transitional settlement.)

less answered, bptima facieit looks very . .
much as if someone on the British side, at Stephen might have noticed that we are

some level, has decided to resume the 'warOt like a Biblical people in our reverence
that was supposed to have ended, byfor sacred texts. We have always had a
agreement, in a draw, by trying to put disrespectful attitude to them whether on
people who fought against them in that the Left or in other parts of the political
‘war' into prison. spectrum. If we hadn't we would not be
It might be a different matter if this \yhat we are.
course was being pursued with vigorous
impartiality, but it is not. But what Stephen seems to want is an
There is no possibility, for example, of Athol Street, frozen in time at the point of
MI5 and Force Research Unit (FRU) agents, Equal Citizenship, when some Unionists
ormembers of the old RUC Special Branch, met at a momentary confluence with us
facing charges for the murder of Pat 34 they were able to gaze out at the evil

Finucane—to highlight just one case— that was be i
; = yond, believing it to be the
while the research of academics like Dr same for us all.

Patricia Lundy of the University of Ulster

has underlined the many imperfectionsthat | jke rivers, politics and nations are not

one side winning and the other surrendering.
Victorious troops parade through their

flow from the police investigating a past eternal, however.

which the police themselves helped to

Pat Walsh
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THE UNIMPORTANCE OF
KILLING IRISHMEN
BRITISH GOVERNMENT ACCEPTS
RESPONSIBILITY FOR FIFTEEN

MURDERS IN FIVE WEEKS.

Mr. Bonar Law, Member of the British
Cabinetand Leader of the House of Commo
speaking on August 5th 1920 in that Hou
gave an official return of the civilians killed i
Ireland during the five weeks ending 31st Ju
stating the number to be three. The facts
that eighteen civilians were killed in that perio
Fifteen of these were murdered by Britis
military and police. Mr. Bonar Law in omitting
to refer to these murdered men tacitly acce
the British Government’s responsibility fo
their murder. As these men were not support
of the British Government apparently the
deaths are not considered worthy of mention
the House of Commons.

The following are the names of the fifteg
civilians murdered by British troops and polid
in the period mentioned by Mr. Bonar Law
and to whose deaths the Leader of the Hous
Commons saw no necessity to make referery

July 31st  James, Mulcahy, Nicker, C
Limerick. (MURDERED BY MILITARY).
July 30th John O’Sullivan, Limerick City

(MURDERED BY MILITARY).

July 29thPatrick Duggan, Bruree, Co. Limerick.

(MURDERED BY MILITARY). (Aged 10).

July 29th Thomas HarriByuree, Co. Limerick.
(MURDERED BY MILITARY).

July 24th  Wm. McGrath, Cork City
(MURDERED BY MILITARY).

July 21st James Cogan, Oldcastle, Co. Mea
(MURDERED BY MILITARY).

July 21st Daniel McGrath, Coracunna Crosg
Cork.(MURDERED BY MILITARY).(Aged 18).

July 21st Thos. MacDonnell ,, ,, Co.Co
(MURDERED BY MILITARY).

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Letter sent to Irish Times , 4th July, but not published

Orange-Green Common Ground

The visit of Orange leader Drew Nelson to Leinster House opens up a need t
for unrecognised common ground. Over a decade ago | reviewed historiaf
S.Kirkpatrick's Life of William of Orange for Books Ireland. This work recogn
S€ William's popular role as the leading defender of the Dutch Republic (whe
v, represented Zeeland on the Council of State) and drew attention to his use g
brefepublican experience in the subsequent imposition of constitutional control o
d. monarchy in Britain. He also reminded the brethern that in the European war o
h the Boyne battle was an episode, the Pope was William's ally, and the victg
ptscelebrated by a mass in the Vatican. Thus William deserves the title 'Rep
, Monarch' and, and some credit from Sinn Fein for his pioneering role in the ev
ersof European democracy.
ir  There is however another episode less worthy of credit, and perhaps nee
inapology: the deal done in 1914 with a German arms supplier, which led, in collusi
the British Tories in opposition, to the Larne gun-running in April of that year. Thi
the subsequent Howth gun-running, also from Germany in June 1914, was inte
. by the Germans as implying that the British would be too much occupied with ci
e obn their home ground to be concerned about war on the continent, so they attacke
Ce€via Belgium, thereby avoiding the French defences on their common frontie
implications of this need to be teased out by WW1 historians, and this is anothe

The implications in the current context of the Drew Nelson visit are equally con
should they be thanked by the republican militarist traditionalists for introducing t
into Irish politics, or should they be offering an apology for subverting the demg
Home Rule process by what in effect, when combined with the Curragh mutiny
Tory coup d'etabver the Liberal government?

The way forward surely in the current situation, arising perhaps from a criticg
at history as suggested above, is to develop an all-Ireland Constitution, a
appropriately the power-sharing principle to local, regional and national gover
tth structures. If the Orange Order were to be prepared to participate in this, could it
be a model for the peaceful resolution of the Israel/Palestine problem, an
problems, in Europe and elsewhere, arising from apparently conflicting tribal c
k. backgrounds?

® S

=)

1

Roy H.W. Johnston

July 19th John O’Breen, Cork City. (Age
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18). (MURDERED BY MILITARY).
July 18th James Burke,

City.(MURDERED BY MILITARY).
July 13th Miss. M. Counihane, Limerick City.

(MURDERED BY MILITARY).

July 6th Thomas Feerey, Ballycommon, Kings
Co.(MURDERED BY MILITARY). (Aged 70).
July 4th Richard Lumley, Rearcross, Co. Tipp.

(MURDERED BY MILITARY). (Aged 60).
July 4th Michael Small, Upperchurch, Co.
Tipperary. (MURDERED BY MILITARY).
June 25ttCornelius Crowley, Bantry, Co. Cork.
(MURDERED BY MILITARY). (Bedridden).

ACONTRAST INPRISON TREATMENT.

Cork

instance, when he suggested a game of

cell and told me | had but an hour to live.

tennis, racquets, balls, lawn-mower, roller,
and nets were immediately commandeered,
and a tennis-court was manufactured by
some means or other by members of the
Irish Republican Army. He had some
salmon fishing by day and some quite
amusing poaching by night, and he was
promised some grouse shooting in August,
when he was to be the guest of a prominent
member of the Irish Republican Army."
(Sean Moylan, editor).

Mr. Lawrence Breen of Donohill, Co.

Tipperary, was arrested on Friday, June 25th
HOW A BRITISH GENERAL WAS L :
1920 by British police. Mr. Breen has made the
TREATED AND AN IRISH REPUBLICAN. following statement:-
Brigadier General Lucas was taken prisoner "I was arrested by District Inspector
by the Irish Volunteers on Saturday June 26th  Williamson, G. Man (a detective), and four
1920. He escaped on July 26th. The London policemen. | was taken to the R.1.C. and put

"Daily Mail" of August 9th 1920 describing
the treatment of General Lucas in Captivity
says:-

"Many of these young men (Irish Volunt-

in the lock-up. While | was in the lock-up
the police were tormenting me night and
day. About ten o'clock that night | was

About 12 o’clock they came into my cell
and asked me was | ready. | said | was. So
they blindfolded and handcuffed me. When
they had done that they took me out again
and put me on my knees. | may tell you |
prayed then if | never prayed before. They
asked me if | had any statement to make. |
told them | had no statement to make to
them but that | would like to see a priest. |
was told that | could not see a priest and that
I must die. They then told the firing party to
line up. O, God! It was Hell, and they kept
me that way for a half hour. | was then told
that they would not shoot me until | had
seen a priest. They took me back to cells
again and | got fairly good treatment from
them for the rest of the time.

Hoping this will find you and the boys as

well as | would wish you to be.

(signed)Lar Breen."
Mr. Breen was tried by Courtmartial on July

taken out of the cell to an outside house by 27th on a charge of having in his possession

eers) are keen sportsmen, and to this fact
must be attributed the considerate treatment

five peelers (policemen), and | was told | "seditious” documents and of having at his
was going to be shot and | thought my time residence arevolver and six rounds of ammun-

accorded to General Lucas during his
captivity. When in Limerick (sic) he
obtained everything he asked for. For

had come. | would not make any answer to ition and other seditious documents. On these
them so they started knocking me around char_ges he was sentenced to two years
the place. They then took me back to the Imprisonment with hard labour. u
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excessively, with the result that the excessamong private sector employees. This may
is spent on luxury goods imports and appear to be rough stuff but what is going

Does
It " improving the Irish economy.

Stac At the time the Croke Park Agreement
Up 5 was negotiated, it was said there were

320,000 public servants. If we accept that
figure (it seems on the low side) and, if we
PusLic Service ETHics accept that all of them work for 40 years

The 'Croke Park Agreement' is well (many of them take early retirement), it
known to everybody in Ireland. | mean as means that apart from deaths in service,
aphrase, as something to say. But what i$,000 retire from the public service each
it really? Is it something to do with Public Year. Eight thousand public service jobs
Service pay perhaps? There was a greaqouIQbe abolished each year. Not only the
deal written about it and broadcast aboutS2laries and expenses would be saved but
it at the time when it was negotiated but think of the office space which would be

that is all a | i It lik released into the property market and
atis affalong ime ago. It SEeMS K€ A,y 5;1ap]¢ for private sector jobs to occupy

fawytale_almost_. Qr "history" as they say. profitably. But no! The Croke Park
The ordinary citizen has much more to Agreement gets in the way.

think about as he or she goes onday by day The Government is still borrowing to
to live a'life of quiet desperationAnd so  finance current expenditure, such as
the average person will say the Crokesalariesandallowancesandrentofoffices.
Park Agreement is something to do with Thereisnojustification for thisborrowing.
the Public Service and politicians. Why Itis unethical to carry on borrowing in the
was it—the agreement—entered into?Present economic circumstances. The
Well, something to do with Government Department of Public Expenditure and
overspending—wasn't it? Reformhasnot, despite its name, reformed

. . anything much yet.
It was indeed presented to the public as }:fake%orexan}l,ple, the 796 soldiers who

an agreement to cope with the public 5. naid the "Border Allowance" of €96
perception of a top-heavy Public Service per week for enlisted personnel and €112
which was costing the people too much per week for officers, even though they
for too little work. Inreality, the politicians  have done no Border duties for years. It
saw it as something else altogether anchas been decided by an adjudicator that
their view coincided with the view of the the allowance cannot be stopped because
Public Service unions and this was theit had become a "permanent payment".
enrichment of higher paid public servants The allowance has been retained for those
including the arch-public-servants such Who were in receipt of it on 3rd February
as the TDs, Senators, Ministers, CounCiI_2009. There are at least two issues here:

i . . Wh ing th 1l at th
lors and their advisor friends at the expensetim:S V:}?:Sén %zglsrﬁdiefs pc?:soed 2:0 dg

of the private sector. _ Border duties and ceased to be eligible for

Itis the private sector which pays forall the allowance? The Managers should have
when allis said and done. Yes, the privatepeen dismissed, court-marshalled or other-
sector is enabled to do its business by thewise severely disciplined for depriving
security and court system provided by thethe State and the tax-payers of €4.6million
Public Service inthe Department of Justicea year, and secondly why is it that
but those services are provided in a veryoverpayments of Social Welfare allow-
inefficient and costly manner. The private 21ces are routinely Cla‘me‘} back from
sector has had to provide itself with its TeciPients and the soldiers' allowances
own security, it own mail services, its own were not only not clawed back out of their

. . . ay but were, quite illegally, continued to
messaging services and so on. Privatg paid. The soldiers knew they were no

road and sea and air transport serviceslonger on Border duty and were getting
now take the place of inefficient and away with the allowance.

expensive rail and air services formerly  There are over eight hundred allow-
provided by the State. The State is doingances in the Public Service which in
its best to sell or contract out the servicesaddition to the generous pay is costing the
formerly provided to the private sector tax-payers One Thousand Five Hundred
and unfortunately for Ireland, the buyers Millions of Euro each year. Minister

or contractors are mostly outside the State Howlin TD, Labour, is drawing €170,000
That is, 'outside’ in the sense of taking?Y¢?" to preside over all this and he's there
wealth ,out of the economy 15 months now. What has he done so far?

. . . . At the very least, some of the managers
It might be said that the Public Service g /14 have been fired, as they would

is contributing to the economy. Their p.ve been if they were in the private
contribution is notapparent. They consumegector. And he could start with Personnel
the product of the private sector and, in theManagers who tolerate "sick days” which
case of most public servants they are paichre beyond twice the rate of sick days

holidays abroad which do nothing for on in the Public Service is very rough on

the ordinary tax-payers and on the 14%
unemployed. If the necessity does arise to
take on new personnel in the Public
Service, there should be a new contract at
half of the present rates of pay. Many
school leavers would be delighted to take
on such a cushy job rather than emigrate.
A job with heavily subsidised meals,
parking, nice warm desks in the Winter
and more than comfortable pensions.

PeNnsIons

And, talking of pensions, how much is
left in the National Pension Fund? It was
firstraided years ago by Charlie McCreevy
for Five Hundred Millions of Eros and it
has been raided a few times since. The
latest proposal to again raid the Pension
Fundisinthe Stimulus Package announced
by the Government on 25th July 2012.
The proposals include schools, health
facilities and new roads. The schools and
health facilities will be welcome but the
new roads are something we cannot afford
just now. Minister Howling needs the new
roads, many of which are in his
constituency by coincidence, as he hopes
to get enough votes to be reselected next
time out.

TDs' L iABILITIES

All TDs have to declare their assets on
being elected. Their "interests". It has
now emerged from Minister of Health,
Dr. James Reilly's appearance in Stubbs
Gazette thata Register of Liabilities might
be just as important, or even more
important than their assets. Who are they
beholden to? Minister Phil Hogan of the
Environment received a "soft loan" of
€900,000 from Irish Nationwide Building
Society which was, it seems, personally
approved by Michael Fingleton the CEO
of the Building Society when Mr. Hogan
TD was in Opposition. A "softloan" is one
on which no interest has to be paid and
therefore does not follow normal banking
criteria. Can anyone reading this suggest
why a TD would get such an enormous
sum of almost € 1million? It does not stack
up! No wonder Fine Gael was so
uncomplaining in Opposition. How many
more members of the Oireachtas owe
overwhelming sums of money? How many
of them may be insolvent? A TD who is
bankrupt must resign his/her seat. How

much is being concealed from us?
Michael Stack ©

On-line sales of books, pamphlets
and magazines:
https://www.atholbooks-
sales.org




benefits, it could be said that CE dis-

Obituary couraged "volunteerism", since jobs

formerly done by volunteers were now

Cork Employment Resource Centre 1988 to 2012 often done by CE. participants, More
Part Two seriously, it was something of a political

IMmiGRANTS  and staff of the Centre, and a few profesfootball, introduced in the first place to
Apartfrom the foreign languages taught sional outside contributors. Unfortunately, feduce the published unemployment
to Irish customers, the centre provided issues of censorship arose between thligures. It created services which had not
classes in English as a Foreign LanguageEditor and the CCTU [Cork Council of Previously existed, or greatly improved
(EFL) tothe manyimmigrants whoflooded Trade Unions], which ultimately resulted Some which did exist, butwhen unemploy-
into Cork in the early 2000s. EFL classes N the paper's closure. ment fell, as it did in the 2000s, it lost

. much of its originakaison d'étre Con-
had been taught at t_he Qentre since about _ _ FREE CANTEEN sequently, Government had an excuse in
1990, but the Celtic Tiger caused the Ifthekitchenisthe heartofahouse, theogo3 to drastically prune CE numbers,
classes to expand exponentially. This, of free canteen was, in many ways, the heaflegardiess of the effect the cuts would
course, was a huge benefit for the students Of the Centre. Itwas a convenient 'waitingpaye on services. Also, from the beginning
many of whom had high skills but lacked "00m" for those arriving early to classes, f CE, the intention was that an unemploy-
the command of English to exploit them _but italso developed a regular clientele ofgy person would do a year on CE, during
in Ireland. The surge of immigrants also Its ot\_/vn. I;LSICl:séomters ratrjges frtc;]m_ygungwhich they would receive training and

- A lish classes to elderly Corkonians, therejye register with better chances of obtain-
appointed to deal withimmigrationissues. for 5 chat and to avoid the rain, but theremg mginstream employment,

The Centre also supported immigrants was really no stereotype. The canteenwas |, exceptional cases, they might be
who were having difficulty withthe asylum  gne place where someone with no moneyjowed an extra year on CE. Later, older
process. One case involved a young womancould expect a warm welcome, a cup Ofparticipants were allowed to remain on
ofl_\llgerlan antecedents but British citizen- teg and a friendly chat. CE for longer periods. While this was
ship, who was arrested on charges of = Taken together, the classes, both workgone with the good intention of helping
having a false passport and incarceratedre|ated and leisure, advice and advocacyeqple to become employed, it did not
with her asylum-seeker partner. It trans- service, canteen, Job Club and Locakake account of what the p,articipants
pired thather British passportwas genuine. Employment Service provided a Very acyally did while on CE. In the Centre's
She cameto Irelandto join her_partnerandsuccessfulone-stop—shopforunemployedcase it meant that usefui employees were
wentto the Department of Social Welfare gisabled and retired people. In the early, uick,ly lost and continuity of service was
to inquire about procedures incident 1o 2000s, the Centre served more that 40,0083, to achieve. The Centre's staff were
getting employment. An official at the customers a year. Even after the Savadgiying a real service to the public, and this
Department became suspicious, calledcyts in establishment of 2003, customeryhyiously suffered from a high staff turn-
Gardai, and the lady was arrested. Shenymbers fell little. over. In practice, upto 2011, FAS officials

was charged but her name was cleared, did their best with the rules to all d
somewhat grudgingly, some weeks later, COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT d their best with the rules to allow goo
when her case was called and the State The Centre both gained and lost by theStaff to remain in post, or to return as soon

offered no evidence. The Centre supported Community Employment system. Without S possible ifthey could notremain beyond
the Iadythroughoutwhatwasafrightening CE, the Centre would not have existed altWO years, but, with best willin the_world,
ordeal and directed her to a solicitor who all. It provided personnel, at the expenseN€y Were hamstrung by their own
took successful proceedings against theof the State, and with themper capita regulations.
State on her behalf. She got a job cleaninggrant to cover the cost of the materials MARY HARNEY
at UCC, and the staff of the Centre were they used in doing their jobs, and a further During the 1997 to 2002 Fianna Fail
invited to her wedding. sum for participant training. Apart from Government, CE schemes were allowed
Among the Centre's most important the rental of the building, very little cost to expand, but in 2003, having won a
features, from its inception, was the social fell on the sponsor body, the CCTU. Mostsecond term of office, with Mary Harney
welfare and employment rights advice Of this was covered in practice by otherofthe Progr(_essive Democrats asthe Minis-
and advocacy service. The immigrant contributions, untilthe Centre's establish-ter respon3|_ble, things changed suddenly
advice service grew out of this, but it mentwas slashed under the Mary Harneyand dramatically. Numbers were cut by
never lacked Irish customers. Over the regime in 2003. half. The Centre, having expanded its
years it built up considerable expertise. It cannot be denied that the CE systenrtange of services, suddenly found that,
All customer information was treated as in general benefitted the Centre and itswith the cut in numbers came a cut in
absolutely confidential and clients learned customers to a very great extent. It alsdunding which brought it to the brink of
to trust the advisors. There was always abenefitted the larger Irish society, in thatclosure. Centre Manager, Willie Fitzpatrick,
core of advisors employed on CE, but the it gave unemployed people constructiveappointed in 1998, took the bull by the
department was fortunate in receiving activity andtraining, and provided serviceshorn_s._ FAS deC|$|ons were appealed and a
generous support from post-graduate through projects like the Centre to the publicity campaign mounted to save the
social science students from UCC and public atlarge. In the case of the Centre, itCentre. Meetings were held with politi-
Cork Institute of Technology (CIT), enabled the services already describedgians and FAS and Union officials in an
several of whom worked as volunteers and gave a sense of purpose to the staff. Bttempt to achieve a compromise to keep
during their college vacations. was, by the bye, a great boon to singlethe Centre alive. A fund-raising campaign
parents, by providing viable part-time was started, with considerable success.
NEWSPAPER employment. A lone parent on CE could Great credit must go to fund-raisers
From 2002 to 2006, the Centre produced keep her or his benefit as well as drawingJosephine Frayne, Martha Cullinane and
its own monthly newspapeéZentre Focus.  the wages from the project. There was aAudrey Maguire for raising ©23,000.
Run on a shoestringientre Focugrew  similar, though less generous, concessioPerhaps even greater credit should go to
from eight to twenty pages of news, for the disabled. the business community of North Main
comment features, sports news, poems The disadvantages were severalStreet and elsewhere in the city who
and stories, mostly written by customers Though probably more than offset by theprovided the money, as well as many of
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the Centre's own customers who, though2010, the Centre’s accounting systems drewillie Fitzpatrick had already resigned as

their individual contribution were but a
drop in the bucket, they were greater in
proportion to their means. Apart from
cashraised, there were some contribution
inkind. Barry's Tea, for example, supplied

compliments from the inspecting official. secretary, on orders from FAS.
Occasional procedural issues were raised, but |, November. the Centre Manager was

these were quickly addressed tothesa_tisfaction[md that the Céntre's funding from FAS
f FAS. The CCTU helped by funding the would continue into the following year,

inancial controller who had replaced the .
assistant supervisor, Whowasacasualtyofthé?’Ut on 15th December 2011, it was

tea for the canteen until the day the Centreys, and her assistant, and the manager's secr@lnounced that funding would cease on

finally closed.

At the same time, approaches were
made to the CCTU to extend the member
contribution system initiated by Billy O'
Donovan. Billy who remained, in retire-
ment, Honorary Life President of the
CCTU, and Centre trustee, enthusiastically
supported the project. A proposal was put
to the CCTU Executive that a new appeal
be made to Union members to contribute
€1.00 per week, instead of the former
contribution of 10 pence. The Centre's

tary. All these posts were part time. Relations 30th December 2011 and that when the
with the CCTU were holding up well too, Centre closed for the Christmas holiday, it
despite its executive taking exception to two would not reopen. FAS told the press that
articles inCentre Focusand insisting on cen- the Centre had poor administration sys-
soring every issue. This so delayed publicationtems, breaches of programme procedures,
that it ultimately ceased publication in 2006. t5ijure to prepare financial statements and
FAS CHANGES no accounts had_ been filed since 2009.In
In the same year, the CCTU decided to2ddition, FAS said, the company operating
place the Centre under the management ofhe Centre was insolvent and had not filed
a company limited by guarantee. This &ccounts for two years. However, the
seems to have been done primarily to havd€POrt on which these allegations were
been done in order for the Centre to becomdnade were not released. It took a request

own fundraisers undertook to make contacty registered charity. At thistime the Centre.Sunder the Freedom of Information Act

with the members if the CCTU would

endorse the appeal and provide contac
information for the shop stewards concern-
ed. The CCTU Executive agreed to this,
but it was not long before the Centre
discovered that this did not mean that the
appeal would happen any time soon. In

forthe Unemployed to the CCTU Employ- FAS.

name was changed from the CCTU Centrefour months later to prise them out of

. The CCTU issued a press release setting out
ment Resource Centre. The directors Oftheir side of the story, which is quoted in full,

the company included one representativeq 1o/ iows:

each ofthe Centre's staffand of its custom-  The Board of Directors and Manage-
ers. The remaining majority was appointed  ment deplore the decision of FAS not to

order for the appealto be made, paperwork,  , ;

ppointed Company Secretary, though
had to be prepared and approved by CCTUger he was required by FAS to resign.
officials. A letter outlining the appeal Thg girectors replaced the former board of
itself had to be drafted and a mandatey,anagementwhose constitution had been
drawn up for signature by the contributors gjmijar. From 1988 until 2011, the Centre

to allow their contributions to be collected. Manager had always been secretary to the

[ back f d helom FAS. This arrangement meant that
always sent back for amendment. Thepe yas 5 vital link between the Centre

contact details for_sho'p stewards Werejicalf and the CCTU nominees on the
never forthcoming. Billy O'Donovanbecame p4rd. He did not have avote, butdid have

seriously ill, and the impetus for the 5\ice andfrom his position could always
proposal was lost. Billy died in 2005, gypectto have a full understanding of the

much regretted by the Centre and his older o 35 ons hehind the directions of the board.
Union colleagues, and with him died the

proposal. Had it come to fruition, and had In late 2010 or early 2011, the FAS
y y h .Th f i
even as few as 5% of the 50,000 Unionmanagementc anged. The new faces did

e . not smile upon the Centre. The Assistant
members within the aegis of the CCTU P

\ h Id h Manager, Community Services and the
signed up, the Centre would have beenc,mmynity Services Officer found fault
financially independent of CE and FAS.

it of this. th d with the Centre's procedures and account-
In spite of this, the Centre managed (0, oystems at every turn. Procedures were
survive. Itadjusted to the new conditions, ¢qnstantly changed, and then, as often as
intensified the stringency of its financial changed back again, and good-will
management, and accepted that it coultyeyeen the Centre and FAS rapidly
not provide every service as fully as it g anorated. Two audits were carried out
previously had. Some classes ceased 1§, FAS's auditteam. So far as the Centre's
exist, and, for example, the number of

ol i d | iah manager could gather in conversation with
social weltare and employment rghts ,q 5,,4it team leader, they found few and
advisors was halved from four to two.

) . minor problems, though this was cast in
This meant that the hours the service Wasjoubt by later events. The Centre's CE

available_were_reducer?, Whiclh rﬂeant that,giatfwas cut further, from 20 to 15, causing,
on occasion, distraught people had to waiti¢ 5y thing, a greater crisis than that caused

to be seen. Then it was decided to chargq)y the cuts of 2003. This led to the form-
a fee for computer classes and for classegyion of 4 group, calling itself the Friends

in English as a Foreign Language. This  the Employment Resource Centre,
was very much against the ethos of the, i pledged itself to supporting the
Centre, and charges were kept very low,cenre in the troubles which were now
but every little that could help was called becoming evident. From mid-2011 on, all

into play. negotiation with FAS were carried out, at

by the CCTU. The Centre manager was provide schemes for the Centre in 2012.
The effect of this decision is that the Centre
cannot re-open after Christmas and it rep-
resents a grave disservice to the unemployed
of Cork at a time when their needs were
never greater.

The last year has been a difficult one for
the Centre in its relationship with FAS.

During that time FAS have raised
numerousissues aboutthe Centre's manage-
mentand financial arrangements which had,
since the Centre's inception in 1998, been
generally acceptable to FAS.

The Directors, Management and staff of
the Centre have devoted considerable time
and effort to addressing the issues raised by
FAS and were prepared to continue to do
So.

In astatementissued on the 6th December
last the Directors indicated their intention
to seek new Community Employment, Job
Initiative and Job Club schemes for 2012
from FAS and “the putting in place of
arrangements (at the Centre) which would
be mutually acceptable to both
organisations” and the contents of this
statement were communicated to FAS. In
making it the Directors noted that in a press
statementissued as recently as 28th Novem-
ber FAS had referred to “working with
CCTU to achieve substantialimprovements
in administration and performance” as an
option for the future.

However, when the Directors met FAS
on the 10th December, 2011, they were
bluntly told that, for the reasons which they
have set out in their statement, FAS would
not provide schemes for the Centre 2012,
and that this decision was irreversible. FAS
were not prepared to consider, nor indeed
listen to, any alternative proposals or enter
into any dialogue on the matter."

The Friends of the Centre called a public

Up to this point, relations with FAS had
generally been good. The Centre was subjec
to fairly frequent monitoring visits from FAS,
and during these visits, the finances, in parti-

l[?_is own insistence, by managing director meeting on 15th December 2011 in support

om Bogue. This led to the resignations of the Centre which was attended by 135

from the board of the Centre staff and people. As a result of this meeting, the

cular, were closely examined, even as late afustomers’ representatives. ManagerfFriends decided thatthey would notaccept



the closure of the Centre lying down. The major problem was staff. All the By mid-May, itwas clear to the Friends
They invited Tom Bogue to meet them on CE and JI staff had been drafted elsewheref the Centre that their financial situation
the 3rd January to discuss possibilities, by Fas, so the Centre had to rely on formemwas becoming menacing, and a decision
and to reopen the Centre themselves orstaff and other volunteers. High praise iswas made to close while funds remained
that day. due to these people who generously gaveo pay the bills. The Centre closed to the
Between this meeting and the beginningtheir time without pay to the service of the public on Friday 18th May. The core staff
of January, Manager Willie Fitzpatrick unemployed, but, for reasons which wereplanned to return on the following Mon-
and a Job Club employee received theirusually beyond their control, few of them day, to pay the last bills and tidy up,
redundancy packages directly from FAS. could adequately fulfil all duties. If they leaving the Centre as they would wish to
The two-woman finance team and the were themselves unemployed, they had tdfind it, and finally hand over the keys and
manager's secretary, employed directlyhave regard to the legal requirement to bealarm codes to the CCTU. However, after
by the CCTU had notreceived theirs attheavailable for employment. Some were the staff had left on Friday evening, CCTU
time the Centre finally closed on 18th self-employed, and hadto give precedenceSecretary Sharon Cregan broke into the
May. The reader may bear in mind thatto paid work, which could clash with Centre, with the aid of a locksmith, and
this occurred at the time that the Vita undertakings to the Centre. On the whole,changed the lock. In doing so, she set off
Cortex workers, with the support of the volunteers did their best, but therethe alarm to which she did not have the
SIPTU, were fighting for redundancy pay- were also one or two who could not acceptdisarming code. Unbelievably, she simply
ments in excess of their statutory rights. the discipline of work when they were not locked up and went home, leaving the
In fact, representatives of the Friends, being paid. Also, UCC began to offer alarm sounding. The security company,
including Manager Willie Fitzpatrick, metTom English as a Foreign Language classesnonitoring the alarm, called Willie, the
Bogue on the 5th January. He agreed to byhich were cheaper than the Centre'skeyholder. He wentto the Centre and was,
quoted as follows: _ This led to a fall-off in attendance at those naturally, unable to open the door. He
“We had a meeting with the Friends of ¢|355es, thoughthe Centre was particularlycalled a locksmith and a Garda also

the Centre. We share a common interest iy o saq i the quality of its EFL tutors. attended the scene. The locksmith exam-
maintaining services to the unemployed of

Cork. Arising from the meeting, we will be The Friends approached the CCTU in '”‘?0.' the lock and Willie's key and told
consulting with the Officers of the CCTU  January with a revived and revised versionVilli€ that the lock had been changed.
and our legal advisers and we envisage aof the Euro-per-member proposal, first . 1S led Willie to call Tom Bogue,
further meeting with the Friends of the rajsed in 2003. Copies of the proposalfrom whom he learned what Ms Cregan
Centre, subsequent to these consultations.\yere handed to all CCTU members had done. She, at first, refused to return

Nothing further was heard from him attending a meeting on 26th January, bUﬂ;ﬂg';gﬁ/e%amz applied pressure. When_

- no reply was ever received. Though the , itrequired considerable pres
until February. ) [epy was 9" "®sure from the Garda before she would

Friends continued to press the CCTU, it o .
Re-OPENED  appears to have simply ‘dropped the reing allow Willie to disarm and reset the alarm.

The Friends opened the Centre to theThe Friends were very conscious that the '€ terms finally agreed were that Willie
public on 3rd January, 2012. Four volun- building was owned by Cork City Council, vv_ould reset the alarm if she would assure
teers worked at the Centre full-time from and were aware that there were arrears ofi™ that the key would be produced on
that date until it closed on 18th May. They rent owed by the CCTU. They approached onday morning so that the staff could
included Willie Fitzpatrick, and Claire the City Council and were surprised and '€MOVe their personal effects, and the
Clifford, who continued where they left gratified to geta very sympathetic hearing Friends' funds and books of account. She
off, Willie as manager and Claire running from Valerie O'Sullivan, Director of 2dreed to these terms, but on Monday
the canteen. Others gave their time asCorporate Affairs. She gave the Friends to™0rning it appeared that she had reneged
tutors or social welfare and employment understand that the Council was sympath-2n_the agreement.
rights advisors. Former Job Club facilitator etic to their aims and objectives, andwould _1h€ next four days were a standoff,
Jo Frayne took charge of reception and thebe willing to consider offering them the where the CCTU refused to allow Friend
writer resumed what had been his office lease of the building if they were able to {© €nter the building, and the Friends
six years previously, as PRO, and, later asoperate the Centre successfully. However €fused to give the CCTU the alarm code.
financial controller. this could not be seriously discussed until Finally, on Friday morning, the Friends

Inevitably, financing the running of the the CCTU had discharged its responsibil- /0t patience and entered the building
Centre was a huge, and ultimately insol-ities in regard to the outstanding rent. ~ throughanopen upstairs window, disarm-
uble, problem. Funds came fromdonations  The CCTU, indeed, seemed to be doing ed the alarm and did what they had to do,
from members of the public, CUStOmers Jitle to help itself. It was owed in the avingthebuildingclean, tidy and secure,
and volunteers themselves. The Friendsregion of€60,000 by FAS, which it could with the alarm reset. Word having reached
agreed that they must meet all expenseslaim once it presented audited accountstN® CCTU, Tom Bogue appeared but

incurred by the Centre as they arose, anchut they had not paid their accountants,'¢fused to approach the Friends who were
that they would not allow it to close in who, naturally, refused to release thent€nding to hand him the alarm code—
debt. This they did, but in practice, they accounts. The Centre continued to receiv%IntII he was persuaded by Gardai, whom
also had to meet the CCTU's company'sdemands for the CCTU's debts in respect!€ had called. The Gardai declined to take
debts for telephone services, electricity of Centre, including demands from the 1Y &ction against the Friends.
and water charges, in order to keep thes&Revenue Commissioners for tax deducted 1 hiS was the sad end of what had been
services connected. In the first month orfrom participants' wages. a noble endeavour. It was enacted simul-
so, donations were sufficiently generous  Under the Freedom of Information Act, {aneously with the end of the Union-
to keep the Centre's head above waterthe Friends obtained the FAS auditreportsPromoted Vita Cortex 'siege’. It seems
with even a little to spare. This was eked which had led to the withdrawal of funding. SU'Prising that Cork Council of Trade
out by donations from customers attending These laid blame for such faults as theyYnions, proud heirs of Connolly and
classes. These were kept low, at €5.00 for ~ found at the door of the CCTU and its Larkin, should have closed down the only
computer classes and €3.00 for all others. nominee company. Unfortunately, the centre for unemployed people m.Cork
The canteen continued to be supplied with ~ reputational damage suffered by Willie City and County, and locked outtheir own
Barry's tea, and biscuits were donated, so Fitzpatrick, as manager of the Centre, staff In a manner reminiscent of W'"'am
the canteen continued to give free service, remains in the public domain while the Martin Murphy in the Great Dublin
as did the social welfare advisors. reports remain effectively unavailable. ~L-0ckout, 99 years before.

John Holford25
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COMMUNES continued

This doctrine of society involves the

principle of hierarchical subordination
every stage, but unlike the Aristotel
theory it does not involve total subord
ation or the institution of slavery. F

every individual member of the wholeli

an end in himself, and his particu
officium or ministeriumis not merely 3

own rights in the life of the city, so eve
individual had his place and his rights
the life of the gild.

These rights were not purely econo
or even political, for one of the mo

y expression than anything that the m
in materially wealthy societies of mod¢g
Europe have known.

mic In this, the medieval city was mo
5t completely acommonwealth-a full
remarkable features of medieval gild life communion and communication of sod
was the way in which it combined secular goods—than any society that has

and religious activities in the same sogial existed with the exception of the Greg
complex. The gild chantry, the provisign polis, anditwas superior even to the lat
of prayers and masses for deceased brethinasmuch as it was not the society @
ren, and the performance of pageants andeisured class supported by a founda

at
AN
Nn-
Dr

ar

compulsory social task but a way of the mystery plays on the great feasts were noof servile labour. Erasmus {Dutch pridest

service of God through which he share
the common life of the whole body. N
doubt in practice a man's place in

social hierarchy may be determined
heredity or social competition, but

principle the theory favours the concept
of vocation and the internal autonomy
each particular organ.

Now, as we have seen, there was alrg
atendency inthe feudal order to recogr

L inless functions of the gild than the commpnand scholar, 1469-1536}, who saw ja
o banquet, the regulation or work and wages,Strasburg one of the last examples of
he the giving of assistance to fellow gild- full gild constitution of the Middle Age,
py Mmen in sickness or misfortune and thethat still survived in the age of tige
n fight to participate in the government pf Renaissance, was conscious of this
on the city. Foritwas in the life of the Churgh he wrote:
of @nd in the extension of the liturgy info
common life by art and pageantry that
community-life of the medieval city foun
ad)i,ts fullest expression, so that the matetfial
isgpoverty of the individual man was compegn-

“I saw monarchy without tyrann
aristocracy without factions, democra
without tumult, wealth without luxury. |
Would that it had been your lot, divige
Plato, to come upon such a republic” §."

the organic nature of society and

reciprocity of rights and duties in t
social hierarchy. But the feudal syst
rested in the last resort on a foundatio
serfdom and on the power and privil
that were won and maintained by

sword, so that the feudal state could ne
entirely escape from the condition
anarchy and disunity out of which it h

arisen. The medieval city, on the other

hand, was essentially a unity—a visi

and tangible unity, sharply defined by the

circle of its wall and towers and centred
the cathedral, the visible embodiment
the faith and spiritual purpose of t
community. And within the city, the aut

(Dawson'sReligion And The Rise {

he sated by awider development of commyin-
Western Culturgp.169-173).

e al activity and artistic and symboli
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VEIRebuilding?
of "Our requirements are changing due toOff' .

hd  thefactthatwe are in the middie of afive-  IN @ survey of 934 Irish employeesjt
year process restructuring SIPTU into arfound 76% of them work an average of
organising union. What does this mean2o 65 minutes extra on a monthly basis
SIPTU is now engaging with thousands  But 43% feel that their overtime is nft
of workplace representatives with aViewacknowledged by their boss.

to organising the hundreds of thousands 4 & i

of workers who are not union members
and do not enjoy the benefits of union
support on issues such as job protection

It has also shown that many employdes
are using mobile phones to keep up-fp-
date with work while they are technical
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n
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nomous corporate organisation of the

differenteconomic ,activities in the ecor

mic and social life of the community, by

means of the gild system, correspo
perfectly with the doctrine of the orgar
differentiation and mutual interdepen
ence of the members of the Christ
society."

"C ommuNITY oF CoMMUNITIES "

O_
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"Thus the medieval city was a cofn-

munity of communities in which the sarn
principles of corporate right and charte

he
ed

liberties applied equally to the whole and

to the parts. For the medieval idea
liberty, which finds its highest expressi
in the life of free cities, was not the rig
of the individual to follow his own will
but the privilege of sharing in a high
organised form of corporate life whi
possessed its own constitution and rig
of self-government. In many cases t

constitution was hierarchical and auth
itarian, but as every corporation had

DN
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ht Overtime

preservation, pay and conditions of
employment.

In addition, the union has moved from
the old geographic branch structure to a
divisional one focused on different
economic sectors which requires more
space for interaction among our staff and
activists. Indeed, the wider trade union
movementis also reviewing its operations
and the net result of this is that SIPTU's
space need is likely to be greater than it
now is. Ifthe unionis to prudently prepare
for the future it cannot simply restrict
itself to 10 or 11 floors." (Joe O'Flynn,
Gen. Secretary, SIPTU, Times, 6.8.12,
Redevelopment of Liberty Hall, Dublin)

"The leader of union responsible f¢
the strike at the Passport Office in 20
has retired.

"Blair Horan stepped down from h
1120,000-year-role as General Secrets
of the Civil Public and Services Unio
having reached the union's mandatq
retirement age of 60.

“In one of his last statements,
criticised those calling for the withholdin
of pay increments to public sect(

workers. He said it was protected unde

the Croke Park deallr{sh Independent
3.3.2012).

Former RTE journalist, Eoin Ronayn

has taken over as General Secretary of

country's largest civil service Trade Unig

the Civil Public and Services Unio

=

The amount of unpaid overtime being(CPSU). Mr. Ronayne was the Uniorfls
ly done by Irish workers is on the increaseoutgoing Deputy General Secretary.

h A survey by Peninsula Ireland has Mr. Ronayne joined the CPSU in 20@
htsrevealed that 67% of workers say theyafter working for eight years as the Irig
his occasionally spend time working eveningsSecretary of the National Union ¢
br- and weekends without pay to cope withJournalists (NUJ).

its their workload. e




COMMUNES continued

all sorts of different social origins, that
ground was prepared on which the hig
qualities of medieval society could K
purified from the crudity and violence ¢
feudalism. The very condition of exis
ence of the city as an essentially econo
association of peace, the freedom and
common interest of all the citizen
together with freedom to work and t
basing of property on personal effort a
industry.

“In all these respects the city corrg
ponded to a great extent with the demal
of Christian ethics. As a non-militar
peaceful community of work, using t
military element only for its defence al
still devoid of capitalistic urban feature
the medieval city was a pattern
Christian society as we find itin Thomi
theory. From the political and econo
point of view the period of civic cultur
which begins in the eleventh centu
may be regarded as a preparation i
foundation of the modern world. But fq
the historian of ethics and the religio
lifeitalso appears, with its cathedrals g

its intensive church life, its religioup

confraternities and gilds, its care for t
spiritual and material welfare of it
inhabitants and its educational a
charitable institutions, as the highest po
of development of the medieval spiri
(E. Troeltsch,Soziallehren der christ
lichen Kirchen und Grupperpp. 250-
251)."

cathedrals which were the supren

nerepresentatives—the Priors of the Grej

achievements of the new style were theand Lesser Arts.

centres of the civic life of the new citie
a like the city temple in antiquity.
er "Forthe new city produced a new peoy
€ and a new art, and although both we
' conditioned by economic forces ar
_icdepended materially onthe revival of co
thamercial and industrial activity, they we
5, alsoinspired by new spiritual forces whig
e to a considerable extent preceded
d economicrevival. Thus the way of pilgrin
age are older than the trade routes.

S Gilles was a centre of pilgrims before i

OISfamous fair developed and before Ma

o seilles and Montpelier became centres
d merchants.”

" PoLiticaL Power oF GuiLbs
" "Finally, and above all, it was th
ic religious confraternity or "charity"—the

y patronage of a saint for mutual aid, spirityal

indand material—which was the seed of t
I' great flowering of communal life in th
1S merchant and craft gilds which were t
nd s : i
|~ most striking feature of medieval urbg
he Society. . .
S The life of the medieval gild was
nd microcosm of that of the commune, a
int its intense solidarity made its membersH
more importantin the life of the individug
than that of the city itself, since it wa

i

free association of individuals under the

It is, however, in Northern Europe,
the cities of Flanders, that we find
le most remarkable development of the ¢
regilds as a political force. Here in t
d fourteenth century the gilds of the Ig
- privileged workers, above all, the weav

who were the largest element in

h population, rose against the merch
hearistocracy and set up a kind of medig
- dictatorship of the proletariat. Under
Strule of the gilds of the clothiers the thrg
s great cities of Flanders—Ghent, Brug
r- and Ypres—reached their highest poin
ofdevelopment and for a short time pla
an important part in European politig
But this was a unique achievement, du
the exceptional condition of the Flemi
industrial cities which possessed a gt
international market. In more normal ca
g1 the craft gilds were subject to the cont

5!

LeOf the civic authorities and formed
| hierarchy of corporations through whi

he the economic and social life of the to

was regulated in the most minute detai
this way the medieval city succeeded
L reconciling the interests of the consu

g With the corporate freedom a
ipresponsibility of the producer. As the I3
| Henri Pirenne {Belgian historian, 186
s 1935} wrote:

n

primarily through the gild that the ordina

“The medieval urban economy

worthy of the Gothic architecture wi
which it is contemporary. It created
every detail, and one might say ex nih
a system of social legislation mo

man exercised and realized his citizenship.
The constitution of the craft gilds wgs

essentially the same throughout Western
urope; and in the course of the thirteeth

COMMUNES
"It was in this atmosphere of econonyic

renaissance, the expansion of commer aF
life, and increasing opportunities of pgr

sonal freedom, that the great flowering
the religious culture of medieval Christe|
dom took place; a flowering which fing
its artistic expression in the new Goth

style of architecture and sculpture whigh
had its origin in Northern France in the

twelfth century and spread from one ¢

of Western Europe to the other during {
next hundred and fifty year" (Dawsor]'s

Religion and the Rise of Western Cultu
p.169-173).

"No doubt Viollet le Duc {French
architect, 1814-1879} went too far whg
he defined Gothic architecture as f
architecture of the communes—a lay

inspired by the new spirit of popular suchasthe bankers, the merchants ang

liberty—since the monks also, above
those of the Cistercian order, had
important share in its early developme
Nevertheless, there is a close relat
between the two movements, since
new art originated in the regions
Northern France in which the commur

"I_ and fourteenth centuries it came to pl
of the leading partinthe life of every medie
_ town, from great cities like Florence a
s Paris and Ghent down to little towns wi
ic only a few hundred inhabitants.
N There was, however, a great differe
" between the part played by the gilds in
hd life of the free cities of Italy and Flande
heand Germany and the more modest fu
'« tionsthatthey performed in countries lil
re ENgland and the France of the later Midg
Ages which possessed a strong ro
government. The position in Italy w3
unique, inasmuch as the nobles—at l¢|
n the lesser nobles—from the first took

Artand the gilds to which they belonged
all lawyers—inevitably possessed a mu

angreater social prestige and politic
nt. influence than the gilds of the craftsmg

hethatthe gilds first succeeded in dominati
bf and practically absorbing the governmg
al of the commune and concentrated

movement was strongest, and the g

he leading partin the common life of the city,

onand shopkeepers. Hence it was in Italycomplex hierarchical organism, a bg

complete than that of any other periog
history, including our own" (H. Pirenn
Les Villes du Moyen Age.182).

y
al
d
h "l bEAL oF UNiTY"

It was this integration of corpora
eorganisation, economic function and ci

efreedom which makes the medieval ¢

hc-embodiment of the social ideals of
e Middle Ages, as we see them in their
|ehighly developed form in the writings
alSt. Thomas Aquinas and his contemg
s aries. Mediaeval political philosophy w
hsflominated by the ideal of unity. Manki
a was one great society, and above all
regenerated human race, that portio
| mankind which was incorporated in t
thehurch was united in its membership|
-h Christ, its Head, by its allegiance to 1
h| divine law and by its dedication to o
b transcendent end. This unity formed

hgWith many members, each having a v
ntfunction to fulfil, each with its own offic

N

eaguthority in the hands of their ow

continued on page 26
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s as Troeltsch remarks, the most compje

al

tsand ministry for the service of the wholg.
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Mondragon,
Part 11

Guilds and Communes

"Christopher H. Dawson has been and deterministic implications. only one aspect of the revival of Weste
called 'the greatest English-speaking “{Dawson} also rejected many of th¢ cylture in the Middle Ages. No les
Catholic historian of the twentieth cen- commonplaces of late Victorian historf- importantwas the rebirth of the city whid
tury." Despite this, most of his books ography, such as the Teutonic theoty, transformed the economic and social lilke
have been out of print for decades now, which held that Anglo-Saxons were Ja .
and graduate students today are ignor- distinctive race singled out by biology °f Western Europe. During the Dark Ageg,
ant of his work" forworld dominance... {He}wasequally and especially inthe Carolingianand pojgt-

(Catholic Resource Centre, UK). critical of the theory of progress as gn Carolingian age, Western Europe hgd
. innate force in history and criticized sugh become an almost entirely agrarian sociefly,

Dawson (1889-1970) rejected the  advocates of rational planned progresgasn which the life of the city played 2
blanket assumption that the Middle Ages  H.G. Wells" (Catholic Converts—Britishh ¢ aiier part than perhaps in any socidty
in Europe failed to contribute any essentfal ~ and American Intellectuals Turnto Rompe that has reached a similar stage [pf

characteristics. He argued that the mefii- Patrick Allitt, Cornell University Press

, 1997) civilization..." (Religion And The Rise @
aeval Catholic Church was an essentjal ' Western Culture Christopher Dawson
factor in the rise of European civilization,

and wrote extensively in support of that Dawson seems fo _have disappea epoubleday, Image Books, New Yor
thesis. completely from Catholic scholarship fol 1960, p.161-162).

Indeed. Dawson believed the bekt'oWing Vatican|l. - For the purpose of dur But from the twelfth century onward
historians were those who used thdir rticles onthe history of Guilds, we turnfo the medieval world was once more a woild
imaginations to understand the world a gis 1958 publicatiortReligion and the o_f(?|t|es.|r1wh|ch;he I||fe| ofthe utyang th
man's place within it. Counter to the prog- Rise of Western Cultiéom which the CrI]VICfpm-t wlere a][d yose mtt(ejnset &
ressive thinking of the beginning of th extract below is taken. Dawson lays gre at! ecahs5|ca ?jgeo IGr_eece and Rome. Igor
twentieth century, Dawson believed o g emphasis on the role of the Guilds,| awasht. ° T:e ;:ava oy a ;epetltlon ‘
knew the highest things from the facul subject that the more liberal academlcsa”yt ng na aq g -b-e ore. It wasga
of the soul. choosg toignore. Certainly in the English- New creation, unlike the cities of aqthg|

The true historian, Dawson argue ,speaklng worl(_j, such study would CaSto[ thoie ofhmodelrn times and df|ffer| ’
will recognize that'something more is further bad light on the Protestat a0, ! fou-g Iﬁ-ah oo degrfee, o ‘.
necessary—intuitive understanding, Reformation. types of city which were tolbe found int

East at the same period.
creative imagination, and finally This new t ec?f European city hadb
universal vision transcending the relati MepiaevaL CrTiEs yb P y [

o : ; "The development of the feudal sociefy considerable influence on the religiogs
limitation of the particular field of oot X i
historical study.. " P and the institutions related to it represeftsdevelopment of Western Europe durirg
Y. these formative centuries. The late Errft
"Dawson, in particular, was one of th Troeltsch{German Protestanttheologia

first scholars to incorporate the insigh 1865-1923}, following Max Weber, wen
of cultural social anthropology intq Irish Political Review is published by | < tarastomaintain thatitwas the mediefal

historical interpretation and to see cultufe the IPR Group: write to— i (SR fi i 4
rather than nature as the basic buildifg city W,h'Ch first provided the favo.ralbl
conditions for athorough-going Christia

block of civilization. Unlike many of | = 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT124GX or | .. atht :
{his}distinguished predecessors anf ization of social life such as had existdd

contemporaries, including Hegel, Mary, neither in the city culture of the ancie

Comte, Spencer, Freud, Spengler, ahd Subscription by Post: world, which was based upon slavery, nir
Toynbee, {he} was skeptical abouf 12 issues: Euro-zone & World Surface: €40; in the feudal agrarian society which hgd
evolutionary paradigms in historica Sterling-zone: £25 been built up so largely by the strong at the

study. Electroni intion:
"The idea of social and historica ecfronic Subscription: expense of the weak.

“evolution” adapted metaphorically fro €15/£12 for 12 issues “Itwas”, he writes, “only when the cit
Darwinian biology, had made a deep (or €1.30/ £1.10 per issue) which arose out of the disintegration arfd

impression on two generations of histor{- surplus of feudal landownership hai

cal scholars but seemed to Dawson fata]ly You can also order from: united its varied population, drawn fro
https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

compromised by its materialist premisqs

continued on page 27
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