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North And South

Policing is arough and ready business, even in a soundly-based functional de
in a liberal state with an adversarial system of law. In Northern Ireland, which ha
had democratic government, it is necessarily much rougher and readier. Fo
century it was a system of Protestant communal authority slightly related to law.
for a further quarter of a century, it was a system of Whitehall authority, unrelate
County politics, operating in a war situation.

During that quarter century this journal expressed the opinion that Justice was
from becoming a mere administrative organ of undemocratic government by assas

Lord Reith, founder of the BBC, said that the best form of government was des
tempered by assassination. While it cannot be said that Northern Ireland had
like good government, it would be fairly true to say that it has had despotism te
by assassination.

Irish Budget 2014

ocra@ere were very few surprises in the
nex@t4 Budget. Indeed the speeches were
haléry similar to last year. It is obligatory
hiem, Government Ministers to begin by
0 8enouncing the previous Government for
wrecking the economy (Brendan Howlin
tegketh managed to evoke some famine
natiegery). There is no sign of this custom
otigmanging almost three years after the
ytRielgruary 2011 General Election.
pere®f course, there is an element of truth
in the narrative. It is indisputable that
Fianna Fail presided over a crisis in the
reublic finances, which necessitated the
ncalling in of the Troika. While the
Heernational economic environment was
icnisty factor in the crisis, some countries
weathered the storm better than others. As
atie of the most open economies in the
recbrid Ireland was always likely to be
néidgersely affected. This is notto deny that
erpolicy mistakes were made. Fianna Fail
einagst bear the lion's share of responsibility
for these. But there is no evidence that the
ngéhen Opposition parties—now in
rittavernment—would have done any
(8etter. Indeed the evidence of the 2007
heGeatral Election is all to the contrary.

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 5

Sterling and the Euro

Professor Henry Patterson, of the New University, was once a theoretically-ri
Marxist-Leninist revolutionary, then a leading member of Official Sinn Fein
political adviser to David Trimble when he was First Minister of the 1998 syste
now appears to be simply an academic waging the 'battle of ideas' in the Ulster
interest. He recently had an article in lifigh Timeg(14th September) holding Dubl
Governments responsible for the effectiveness of the Provisional campaign in th

(This was in accordance with the Official IRA line of the early 1970s, which de
that the Provos were a creation of the Dublin Government for the purpose of pre
the Official IRA from achieving a revolutionary socialist overthrow of the Sout
State. Asfar as we could discover at the time, however, it was the Officials who r
a large sum of money from the Dublin Government.)

The Irish Times which in recent years has been trying to polish up its nat
credentials, which had become heavily tainted when it was discovered that in a
situation it had sought Whitehall advice, felt obliged to publish some weeks lat
October) a detailed rebuttal of Patterson's contentions by a representative of

A Professor Writes . . . increased competition and greater oppor-it comes tothe Euro?  The Professor should

_ tunities foreconomies of scale in produc- syrely have addressed this phenomenon
The Professor of Economics at TCD, i iesi i i . . '
tion. This applies in particular in the case 5.6 a1l British Governments been simply

John O'Hagan, had an Opinion pieceinthe of a very small economy like that of .

. . . . f ? -
Irish Timeson 1st October entitled: "Don't Ireland. But it also applies to larger stgpld or Wh?t'tz.hi IchroIessor of Econ_(l)l
rule out Britain joining the euro in a few  countries like Britain.” mics seems fo tink that economics Wi

years".A natural enough question to ask always determine people’s political

is—what planet is this guy on? These benefits have been obvious fordecisions. | suppose it goes with the
He points out all the benefits of a@des, almostsince time began—or atleasteritory for such a Professor to believe
currency union: since money was created. The virtues ofS0- Professors of other disciplines no doubt

the Euro currency union have been arguedend to think that the fate of the world

"A currency union, properly con- . " i hinaes on their subiects
stituted, has potentially many advantages:for in British politics for many years. But g JECLS.

such as exchange rate stability, certainty Why has no British Governments accepted But this Professor's view is that .Of a
greatly reduced transactions costs,these self-evidently valid arguments when Simpleton, as the behaviour of Britain's
continued on page 7



He abhorred the idea of the unification of
Ireland by force, oblivious of the fact that
CONTENTS the unity of the American Republic was
achieved by the killing of a million menin
battle and untold collateral damage to
civilians. As SDLP leader, he was dismally
unable to deal with David Trimble's heel-
dragging over the implementation of the
1998 Agreement, and his ineffectiveness
set the party on the slippery slope.

He toyed with the idea of forming a
Centrist alliance with the UUP against the
"extremists"of Sinn Fein and the DUP,
but made no serious attempt to carry it
through—probably having enough sense
of Northern Ireland realities, amidst all
his exotic high-mindedness, to see that it
was not on the cards.

Sinn Fein took over and made a func-
tional deal with Unionists—which the
SDLP had altogether failed to do. That
deal had its operational logic. Itinvolved
"I Did All I Could To Help My Abused Niece". Gerry Adams (Report) a pragmatic acceptance that there had
Harris On Harris. Jack Lane been a genuine war, not an outbreak of
Biteback: Cosgrave On Ruthlessness. Manus O'Riordan mere criminality, and that the force which

Donal Kennedy: Redmond's Folly; Terence McSwiney's Funeral; the British Army failed to smash had to be

De Valera In Context (Unpublished Letters) apillar of the new arrangements, i.e. Sinn
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Democracy: What Democracy?; The Budget) Fein/IRA. But Mallon, resenting the
displacement of the SDLP by Sinn Fein,
Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: would not accept that fact. He applied a

The State Deserts The Guilds kind of fetishism, or tokenism, of law and
democracy, to the working arrangement
Trade Union Notes made by Sinn Fein and the DUP with a
(page25) view to subverting it.

Earlier this year he combined with
fundamental Unionist Jim Allister to gain
an Assembly motion disqualifying Special
Advisers, appointed by Ministers, from
serving if they had served prison terms of
more than five years. This was directed at
Sinn Fein and meant the replacement of a
couple of advisers.

T

S
0Q

Q

North And South. Editorial

Irish Budget 2014. John Martin

A Professor Writes . . . Jack Lane

Readers' Letters: T.E. Lawrence: Irish? Ivor Kenna

Free Speech. Wilson John Haire (Poem)

Israel And Its Friends. Editorial

The Referendums. Report

The War On The Peace. Pat Walsh

Editorial Digest. (Anthony Mclntyre; Credit Unions Retain Strength; Hurling Final)

The Thatcher Who Burnt The House Down. Walter Cobb (Poem)

Shorts from the Long Fellow (Journalism In Irish Independent; More Bullshit;
Children Survey; Emigration Once Again; The Guarantee)

Annette McDonald, Some Memories. John Minahane

Was. Wilson John Haire (Poem)

Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (The Raj In The Rain)

Dublin's Ground-Breaking Bobbies. Donal Kennedy (Unpublished Letter)
Towards A Position On Germany, Ireland And Europe. Philip O'Connor
The Adams Hunt. Editorial

NERFEEREE EEEREEERER

NI
ES

Finucane Centre, Margaret Urwin (Justice which was beyond the resources of law to
for the Forgotten). As we go to printthere cope with, but in which the State thought
has been no published reply from it expedient to maintain the pretence of
Patterson. the 'rule of law', has led to intensive legal
scrutiny of the operations of the system by

A book about the collaboration of the the Finucane family and their supporters.
Whitehall authorities in the North with The Finucane family was wantonly
Ulster Unionist militants to kill Catholics, damaged by the State and is exaCtingarranged to avert majority rule. Its rules
North and South, as an anti-Republicanrevenge by accepting the State at the fac?nclude a blocking system to e.nsure that
measure, is about to be published. It isvalue it presents and demonstrating that i&he Unionist majority could not engage in
based on research into official documentshas engaged in what in a functional subversive harrassment of the divided
by the Pat Finucane Centre and is writtendemocracy would be a system of atrocities(rather than shared) power system. Sinn
by Anne Cadwallader. The titleliethal  amountingto a system of terrorism. ItwasFein was one member short of bein.g able
Allies. not their business to deal with the political to operate this on its own. The SDLP

Pat Finucane was a lawyer who actedcontext in which this was done. under Mallon's influence refusedto suppI;/
for Republicans (and Loyalists) in what that one vote. While it t'hen abstained on
there was of a legal system in the North. The book is to be launched by SeamusAIIister's motibn the effect of what it did
He acted too effectively for the liking of Mallon of the SDLP. The SDLP was the was that itjoinea with the fundamentalist
the unrepresentative rulers of the Six Coun-major political party of the Catholic Traditional Unionist Voice the UUP
ties. A high-minded, and influentially - community for thirty years. It purported NI21. Alliance and the DUiD to carry :':1
connected, MP, who knew that Northern to be, not a party of the Catholic com- decis,ion against Sinn Fein
Ireland was not a suitable arena for a freemunity, but a Social Democratic and The initiative for this di.d not come
and skilful operation of all the theoretical Labour Party. And Mallon, Deputy First from the DUP leadership. It came from
resources of the British legal system, Minister in the North in 1998-201, pre- the Unionist tail the TU\/ seconded by
Douglas Hogg, pointed the finger at him sented himself as a Republican of thethe nationalist ,tail Mallc;n—two tails
in Parliament, and he was killed. classical rather than the Irish kind. He wagging the two dc;gs

This killing of a lawyer, because he looked to the American Civil War as a '
was an effective lawyer, in a situation founding eventof Republican democracy. Mallon has often indulged in gestures

The Assembly system was carefully



of dissociation from the crude politica
realities of the situation in which he cho
to be a politician. But in his demaocrati
gesturing he never acknowledged the ov
arching political reality that, in erecting
the Six Counties of the United Kingdo

into the anomalous constitutional entit

of Northern Ireland, Britain deliberatel

arranged for this part of the British state to
be governed undemocratically—that it set
up a structure that could not be democratic.

Mallon, therefore, is a supporter o
Northern Ireland.
establishment of an all-Ireland state
force. He never made any serious atte

that we could see to win Protestant suppor

for unification. And he was opposed t
our campaign to bring the Six Countie
within the democracy of the rest of th
United Kingdom. He was therefore
supporter of Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland was a recipe for wa
What has happened in it is what alway
seemed likely to happen in it.

To support the existence of Norther
Ireland, while denouncing the means ¢
government which it made necessary,
not statesmanship. And Mallon ha

er-

He was against the

L. ETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITO

T.E. Lawrence: Irish?

| enjoyed reading Manus O’Rirodan’s articleliizsh Political Reviewfor October,
2013.

However, T.E. Lawrence of Arabia must be absolved from being called Irish.

| enclose a copy of the first page of Chapter 1 of T.E. Lawrence by B.H. Liddel
(Jonathan Cape 1935).

Itwill be seenthat Lawrence’s father’s family, the Chapmans, had religiously ke
family line free from Irish admixture. No doubt they feared that Irish wives might
to their descendants becoming Irish as the Anglo-Norman settlers’ descendants

The wisdom of this approach became apparent when many native Irish conve

rotestantism to evade the Penal Laws and other anti-Papist measures. Their des
often married decent Protestant settlers or their descendants and produced Irish
The great majoirty of the Irish population, North & South, Protestant and Catholic,
Irish.

y

D
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' Asa separate matter | welcome the apperanicisbforeign Affairsand would like
to see a copy. It has not yet appeared in Housman’s Bookshop, London.

; Ivor Kenna

sLiddell Hart On Lawrence. Born in Wales—

“he was of mixed race. His father’s family were Elizabethan settlers from Eng
n favoured in gaining land in County Meath by Walter Raleigh, a connection. During
f hundred years of Irish domicile they never married into Ireland, but chose their
isfrom intruders such as themslves, from England, from Holland even. His moth
s Island Scottish in feeling and education, but her parentage was part Englis

Hart

ptthe
lead
nad one
2rted to
cendal
childrer
S now

jland,
three
wives
Br was
h, part

fancied himself as a statesman. Scandinavian...”
Partition was necessary if Britain wa
unwilling to deploy massive force agains
Ulster Unionism. There was, in our view,
no necessity to set up the Northern Irela

system. Thatwas awanton act of irrespon-

Dt Irish Foreign Affairs

This quarterly magazine has appeared since 2008. London readers may be
gof it because it is not stocked by Housman’s. (Perhaps they should ask for it!)
It can be obtained on subscription in both print and electronic versions.
sibility as far as good government in the ~ Price: @24 (£15.00) print, 210 (£8.00) electronic.
Six Counties was concerned—though it A cheque can be sent to the Athol Books addresses on back page, or it can
undoubtedly had an ulterior purposg ©rdered through the Internet using the following link:

directed towards the South. https://www.atholbooks-sales.org/magazines.php

be

Mallon's position, as a supporter of
Northern Ireland as region of the British
state excluded from the democracy of the
state, is that it can be democratically
governed within its own subordinate
system, while all theoretical and actual
sovereign power of State is exercised by
Whitehall.

Unionism to ban Sinn Feiners with con- of the South—which the SDLP, being
victions from taking partin administration, Northern Irelandish, did not even attempt
he was establishing a Northern Ireland but which is a further ground of its resent-
"We", then he is uniquely uniquely ment of Sinn Fein..
deluded. Sinn Fein is tactically flexible because
Divided We Standavas the title of a its position is based on power which
booklet published around 1960. The Whitehall failed to break and because its
author acknowledged the practical neces-political horizon is not Northern Ireland.
On 8th October he was awarded ansity of Partition, though he had no insight It can be practical—opportunist if you
honorary PhD by Dublin City University into the diabolical Northern Ireland prefer—in the exercise of power because
to mark the 15th anniversary of the Peacestructure which accompanied Divided it has got power that it acquired independ-
Process, along with Lord Trimble—who We Get Alongnight be a description of ently of British policy. For a while the
gave him the run-around when they werethe working arrangement made by SinnSDLP had got a semblance of power by
First and Deputy First Ministers in 1998- Feinandthe DUP. Underthis arrangementselling itself to Whitehall as an alternative
2001. He availed of the occasion to attackthe Catholic community feels that it has to the Provos, with the ability to undermine
Sinn Fein for'debasing"Republicanism achievedomethinglthad nosuchfeeling the Provos if conciliated. But, when its
(from the purity in which the SDLP duringthe years when Trimble was giving opportunity came in 1998, it failed utterly
maintained it!!) and for operating the Peacea helpless Mallon the run-around. because Mallon imagined that he con-
Process as'dhem and Usarrangement. stituted &We": with Trimble, and Trimble
Butthe 1998 Agreement, whichthe SDLP ~ Sinn Fein has established a working (advised by the Official IRA) was intent
played a central part in negotiating, is arelationship with a section of the Unionist on subverting the Agreement which he
carefully-structured "Them and Us" leadership—a thing which the SDLP had been compelled to sign—and which
arrangement. If Mallon thought that, by signally failed to do. Andit has established we were told he did not sign in the literal
joining the fundamentalist margin of a strong base for itself in the political life sense.

unawalr



If Mallon subverts the Peace Processported by virtually the entire Protestant Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave made a
which he disparages, the outcome will not community, Premier Faulkner resigned. The statement on the day of the Bombings,
be an orgy of sentimental reconciliation SDLP then, declaring that the Strike was aimplying that they were the work of the
but a resumption of something like war— Fascist uprising, said that it was willing to IRA. That was credible only for a fraction
and with it a resumption of the dirty tricks govern alone in order to ensure that thereof a second, while people were in shock.
which are being exposed so effectively by was not a repeat of the German events ofAfter that the Cosgrave Government, and

the Pat Finucane Centre. 1933. Gerry Fitt became Premier. Atthatall subsequent Governments, stifled
point Whitehall scrapped Sunningdale.  investigation of the incident. They were
Northern Ireland is an inherently un- all overawed by Britain and dared not risk

When, 24 years later, restoration of .. .. . :
Northern Ireland Government was provid- flnggg;:gvuéltﬁés recently spoken about
ed for, Seamus Mallon, described the GoodhiS father, W.T. Ifish Times Oct. 13)
Friday Agreement a&Sunningdale for ! '
@Iow learners;'the implication being that
the Provos had brought down the Sun-

stable structure, deliberately set up by
Whitehall for its own purposes. Given
what it was, it could only be governed in
the way it was governed. It could not be
governed astherest ofthe stateis governe killed in his mad escapade into West Cork,
and law could not function in it as it does ™. took over the leadership of the Provisional
of the rest of the state, because it isnl_n_gdale arr_arjgem_ent b.Ut. Were NoW & qvernment set up by Britain to enforce
governed apart from the life of the state. willing to participate ina similar set-up. the Treaty', repudiated the complexities
And law is never detachable from politics. _We support_ed Sunningdale. The Provosof Collins's approach, and consolidated
did not._ But it was not the Provos that the Treaty regime by means of unrestrained
The"Peace Procesgiperated by Sinn brought_ I dow_n. Itwas the conduc_t ofthe terrorism, free of any appearance of law,
Fein and the DUP, which Mallon attacks SDLP n Office that wrecked 't by supported by Whitehall. The high points
from an idealist position which he failed provoklng_ general Protestant hostility to ofthat campaign were the killing of Erskine
to make effective as a politician, is not a it. We tried to warn t_he SDLP that it Childers because he was found in
departure from the norm of democracy. It neededto change ta_ck in order 1[0 pres?rv%ossession of a kind of toy pistol given to
is a departure from the norm of raw Power-Sharing, but it was lost n hu_l_arls. him by Collins; the killing by Government
communal antagonism in which the leaders The _Provos easeq up on their m"'tarY decision, on the Feast of the Immaculate
of the two communities could do nothing campaign and let polltlcal_events run their Conception (Dec. 8) of four prisoners
but shout at each other. The defaultOU"S€: It was_the posturing of the SDI‘F)who had been held since the fall of the
position of Northern Ireland, which In Offl_ce, assisted by_(_:omplement_ary Four Courts in August; and the chaining
prevails when it is not being over-ridden, posturing of the Coa_lmonl n Dublin of a group of prisoners-of-war at Bally-
does not lead to democratic peace but to(notably by Cono_r Cruise O B.”ef‘)’ that seedy in Kerry to a mine which was
war. And it is the party that was able to provoked th_e Strike (th@onsntutlongl exploded and the survivors machine-
make war that is over-riding it for the time Stoppagpwhich destroyed the Executive. gunned. The latter is known about because,
being, despite harassment by resentful against the odds of a million to one, there
failures. was a survivor who was overlooked.

who in 1922, after Michael Collins was

The moralis that the SDLP, having had
power conferred on it, was incompetentin
the exercise of that power in an intricate . :
political situation, and this incompetence Th|§ was done in the.era of the Lgague
was againin evidence 25 years later, whiIeOf Nat|_qns, undgr the uIt|mate. authorlty.of
the Provos, having achieved power the British Parliament. A Dail elected in
through their own effort, are able to exer- June 1922 was not allowed to meet until

cise it practicallyis fear ciall ceannuithe after the Treaty Wgr—the Civil War—
na ciall an muinteoire™ was launched. And itwas launched on the

The main military event during the insistence of Whitehall (which is one of

crisis of the Sunningdale system was thethe reasons why Mangs o R|ordap has
called it the War of Foreign Intervention).

bombing of Dublin and Monaghan, which The terror worked in the short term, but

caused the greatest loss of life in the War., _ . : :
There is little doubt that the bombing was !t failed to engender aTreatyltg mentality
the work of Loyalist paramilitaries, in the populace. The Treatyites almost

organised by the British military. The lost power in 1927. Thgy did lose it n
Dublin Government, led by Liam Cos- 193_2,andtheyneveragalnwon an elec.tlon
grave, was supporting the SDLP in its outright. In 1933 they became Fascists

conduct which was outraging the Ulster and were vehemently but futllely.Ant'|-
Protestant community, yet it made no Partitionist. They returned to Office in

arrangements to defend the Republicfrom1948’ in Coalition with Sean MacBride’s
attacks from the North. In a recently- Clann na Poblachta and Iaunched ano.ther
published book, John Morgan, a retired Ir:)ou?tq O.f vehtter:nent_ blitg;zme A.nt|.—
Colonel ofthe Irish Army, traces the course Car ||'|tc.)n|srrtlh En’ Ilnd th ’Sagﬁg n
of those bombings, and argues that, not oaiition, they backe c in
only was there close collaboration betWeenoutraglng the Unionists but leftthe Border
the British military and the Ulster Loyal- undefended.

When its conduct provoked general ists, but that collaboration with elements The Dublin/Monaghan Bombings, 1974,
Unionist opposition to the power-sharing, of the Gardai to leave an escape roules military analysis by John Morgan, L. Col Retd).
and to a Strike against the establishmentbopen is a strong probability. 248pp. €20, £17.50 (postfree)

of the Council of Ireland which was sup- + sense bought is better than sense taught. https/fwvw.atholbooks sales.org

The SDLP was in power—or at leastin
Office—in 1974 under the Sunningdale
Agreement. It was in a power-sharing
arrangementwith Brian Faulkner's Union-
ists under Whitehall supervision. It had
not made its own way to power and it did
not know how to use the power that had
been conferred on it. It was sulking in its
Dungiven Assembly, having declared for
"united Ireland or nothing"but it was
coaxed and nudged out of its lair by
Secretary of State Whitelaw and was
manipulated into Northern Ireland power-
sharing.

The whiff of power then went to its
head, and by its conduct in Office (January-
May 1974), it undermined the position of
its Unionist ally. It declared that, by
means of a Council of Ireland that was to
be set up, it would trundle the Unionists
into a United Ireland. Its Ministers posed
for a photograph with members of the
Dublin Government in preparation for
All-Ireland Government.




most progressive in the OECD and there-restricting the relief to 1000 euro per

; fore couldn't increase the tax rates anyadult and 500 euro per child. Unfortun-
IrISh BUdget 2014 _ more, in spite of pressure from Fianna Fail ately for him he did not present his case in
continued  4ng Sinn Féin. the terms which | have done. He tried to

It is an exaggeration to say that the Noonan, on behalf of the Government, claim that his measure would only affect
economy was'wrecked" under Fianna claimed credit for negotiating lower "gold plated"schemes. This was probably
Fail. The deterioration in national income interest rates on sovereign debt as well adis onlyfaux pas In subsequent days it
and employment is largely explained by concessions on the Promissory Noteswas shown that even fairly basic levels of
the collapse of the building industry and Certainly, inits negotiations withits Euro- insurance would be affected by the
the retail sector. The productive capacity P€an partners, it had a realistic view of measure.
of the country was not impaired. whatwas achievable (burning Senior Debt- He also increased the DIRT (Deposit

The impression given by Ministers holderswas never going to happen), but itinterest Retention Tax) on savings. A few
Noonan and Howlin is that it was left to @lso can be said that the Eurozone was fayears ago this withholding tax (collected
Fine Gael and Labour to clean up the mesgnore amenable to making concessionsby the banks) on the interest paid for
on their own. But the statistics do not bearthan when Fianna Fail was in power. The savings was at the standard rate of tax
outthis claim. Ireland was widely admired Eurozone badly needed a success stor§20%). In 2014 it will be at the top rate of

in 2008 for obtaining ‘first mover advan- like Ireland to restore confidence. 41%. This seems reasonable. People with
tage in tackling the economic crisis. substantial savings in the current environ-

The fiscal adjustment for recent years ~ The 2014 budgetwas similarto previous ment tend to be in the higher income
in billions of eurois as follows: budgets of this Government. It was bracket.

vear Total Cuts  Tax politically astute andrisk-averse. The main ~ Some of Noonan's reforms on private
Opposition parties found it difficult to pensions were reasonable; others seemed
2009 10.5 4.9 5.6 land any big punches. Of course politically alittle harsh. Unlike in Continental Europe,
2010 4.3 4.2 0.1 "astute"is not the same &&ir" . Increas- the State contributory pension is not much
2011 6.0 4.6 1.4 ing income taxes might be consideredabove the non contributory pension. So
2012 3.8 2.2 1.6 "fair", but not politically'astute” People  employeeswho pay their PRSI don'treally
2013 3.5 2.25 1.25 immediately see in their payslips increasesreceive much of a benefit on retirement.
2014 2.5 1.6 0.9 in income taxes, while other taxes are notAlthough the basic State pension is quite
2015 2.0 13 0.7 S0 obvious. high by international standards, workers
) _ In this budget there was no change inare encouraged to contribute to private
The bulk of the fiscal adjustment was payro|| taxes (this will mean that tax pensionstomaintain areasonable standard
done under Fianna Fail. 2011 was the lastaceints will increase if there is any wage of living on retirement. This s the justifica-
budget under the previous Government.jnfation). Indeed, on the taxation side tion for tax relief on private pensions.
The new Government could waitalmosta Noonan was almost three-quarters wayNoonan decided to restrict the tax relief to
year before it had to introduce it own {hrgygh his speech before any bad newspensions under 60,000 euros per annum. |

budget. o ~was announced. support this measure.
It should also be borne in mind that in It is less easy to justify the levy of
the years 2009 to 2011 there was a dramatic THEe Bab News on Tax 0.15% on pension funds in 2014. This is

reduction in national income as wellasin |, the 2013 budget Noonan announcedon top of the 0.6% levy he already imposed,
employment. The fact that tax revenue 4 reggriction ortop slicing relief which  but which will be rescinded at the end of
actually increased in those years was as @naples recipients @ gratiapayments  2014. There is an argument that this is
result of quite draconian reforms in the (op, retirement or redundancy) to be taxeddouble taxation, since the funds will be
taxation system. at the average rate of tax instead of thetaxed again when they are released as
marginal rate (usually 41%). At the time pensions. But it has to be admitted that it
this writer suggested that he abolish theis a politically-astute move. Most people
relief altogether, which he has done in theare barely aware of how their pensions
2014 budget. perform in the years before their
A more controversial measure was theretirement.
restriction of relief on private Medical
Insurance. The present writer has always
opposed tax relief for private health Puritan lobby:
insurance. The argument against this point 10 cent on a 20 pack of cigarettes and a
of view is that private health members are pro rata increase on other tobacco
in part financing the health service and, if products.

The Government parties might claim
that Fianna Fail could pluck some of the
"low hanging fruit’; and that from 2012
the fiscal adjustment was more difficult.
But the universal social charge was not
exactly an easy pick. Gerry Adams
described the measure dgarorist act".
The Fianna Fail-led Government also put
property taxes on the political agenda and
thereby disabled itself from opposing

vigorously the tax in opposition. . . . . . _
If the Fianna Fail-led Government was Premiums Were 100 expensive, more. 1 centincrease on pint of cider, pint of

so incompetent, one would expect the people would cease to be insured which oo ang standard measure of spirits.

.~ would reduce the resources available to
current Governmentto embark on aradical

departure from the previous nolicies. but the health service. My view is that there ‘
P P POIICIES, UL 1 1 \1d be compulsory health insurance to Of Wine-
this has not been the case. It continued t

.cfinance a first-class health service, which

pay unguaranteed Senior Debt. The main, Siid create a vested interest in

The budget as usual acquiesced to the

- 50 centincrease on a standard 75cl bottle

From the Minister for Finance's point

tax rates anq cred|t§ _have remamedmaintaining high standards in public of view there |sth_e added benefit of these
unchanged. Finance Minister Noonan hashealth measures applying nearly two months
consistently argued that he inherited an ' earlier than usual.

income tax system that was one of the So, | was not opposed to Noonan As pointed out in previous budget
5



articles, people feel guilty about their drink 100 euro a week while the rate for 25 yearpresenting a coherent narrative to the
and tobacco consumption and are thereforenlds will drop from 188 to 144. The Gov- electorate: that they rescued the economy
less likely to protest against these regres-ernment argues that such young peopleand restored sovereignty. | happen to think
sive measures. Also, the 50 cent increasewill retain their old Benefits if they go on the narrative is flawed. Nevertheless it is
is inequitable as it does not take into a course, but often the waiting list for likely that the Government parties will
account value: it applies to the bottle of these is more than a year. There might baeceive a bounce once they exit from the
plonk as much as the finest of wines.  an argument for reducing the Unemploy- bailout programme. | suspect Fine Gael

Noonan defended these measures bynent Allowance for school leaversin these will benefit more than Labour.
pointing out that the VAT rate on the hard times, but many people in their mid- There are, of course, many potential
hospitality sector was kept at the lower twenties have families. This measure maybanana skins. For example, the banks may
rate (9% compared to 13.5%). So, only thelead to increasing poverty and homelessnessneed further recapitalisation. However,
tourists are allowed have fun! overall the economic environment is

e . . There were a plethora of other cuts : :
It is difficult to disagree with the bank : . . : looking more benign. Unemployment has
- > . which taken in isolation will not have
levy of 150 million which will apply to all . . X dropped from a peak of over 15% to
S . much impact, but cumulatively will cause L .

banks operating in Ireland and will be hardshio: 13.3%. Not all of this is explained by
proportional to deposit income. Now that P o emigration: employment is expected to
the much maligned Guarantee is about to- Increase of prescription charges to 2.50grow by 1.5% this year and next.

expire, the State will be losing the sub- With overall monthly cap of 23 euro The Government is anticipating GDP
stantial premium payments thatthe partici- - Maternity benefit to be standardised to growth of 2% next year; the ESRI
pating banks were obliged to pay. 230 euro a week. The higher rate of 262(Economic and Social Research Institute)

and lower rate of 217 will be abolished. thinks it may be even higher.
THE Goob NEws Up until now we have been living

The good news about the taxation side through a vicious circle of spiralling debt.
of the budget was that there was not muchr 9.50 euro monthly telephone allowance That circle may now be about to be broken.
bad news. But on top of the lack of bad Will be scrapped At the end of 2013 the debt to GDP ration
news Noonan was able to announce a few will have peaked at 124%. In subsequent
pieces of good news. Most of these benefits were not speci- years the figures will be as follows:

Most of the good news related to the fically targeted at those on a low income. 2014 120 %

Construction sector. The thinking appearsNevertheless it is the low paid that will 2015 118.4%

to be that this sector is on its knees andmiss them the most.
needs some help. There will be a home There was some good and bad news on 2016 114.5%

renovation tax credit on expenditure on aMedical Cards. There will be free GP care
principal private residence in 2014 and for all children 5 years old and under. On  So interest payments as a proportion of
2015. The tax credit will be equal to the other hand, the Government hopes tmational income will decline. The State
13.5% of expenditure greater than 5,000save 113 million on Medical Cards. Many also has 25 billion in cash reserves. This
and less than 30,000 euro. The scheme idedical Cards are supplied on a dis- was accumulated as a precaution against
designed to benefit compliant tax payerscretionary basis. The justification for this unexpected shocks. As the public finances
both on the supply and demand side. Butis that some families with arelatively high begin to stabilise there will be less of a
it will be of no benefit to householders on income should be entitled to a Medical need for such a large cash reserve.
a low income. Card for a seriously ill member of the

Noonan also extended the exemptionfamily. However, about43% ofthe popula-  The other element in the mix is that no
for Capital Gains Tax on purchases of tion have a Medical Card. Over the yearsalternative Government has yet emerged.
property which is held for seven years. itis likely that anomalies have accumul- Has Micheal Martin the courage to
The measure was due to expire at the en@ted. It doesn't seem unreasonable tavithstand the wrath of Independent news-
of 2013, but will be extended to the end of review the allocation of Medical Cards in papers by considering a coalition with
2014. This is probably designed to 'kick these straitened times. Sinn Féin?
start the property market', but this writer Political predictions are always hazard-

doesn't see any social productive benefit o CONtCLUS'gNd ous. But, as things stand, it is not in-
in encouraging people to speculate in ' o o (N€ DUCQGEt Was Not as bad aSsoncejyaple that the current Government

property. many people expected. The contentq 4 he returned after the next election,
appeared to take the Opposition parties by, it with a reduced majority.

PusLic ExPenDITURE CuTs surprise. John Martin

As has been pointed out in previous In recent months the Government;
budget articles most of the bad news isparticularly Labour, has had bad ratingsfnFREE SPEECH
reserved for Labour's Minister for Public the opinion polls. Such polls give ah They talk of free speech
Expenditure and Reform, Brendan indication of the mood of the people, blit but what is it but
Howlin, to deliver. The Labour Party has in most cases people are not thinking vegrya leech
accepted Fine Gael's analysis that most okeriously about politics. It is only in th¢ ©n a right-wing media N
the fiscal adjustment will be in the form of run-up to a vote that people begin fo that ruts with right-wing politics,
expenditure cuts (in 2014 1.6 billion of concentrate on the issues. For example}?%\/ﬂg% ?cl)ﬁsgggﬁally slander
cuts compared to 0.9 billion in taxes). ~ we saw how quickly public sentimert 5.4 how many hits,
While the headline social welfare rates changed in the final stages of the while to the elite
remain unchanged there were some unkindeferendum campaign to abolish thethey pander.
cuts. The Job-Seekers' Allowance for thoseSeanad. Wilson John Haire
between 22 and 24 will drop from 144to  The Government Parties have begn 10.10.13

- Bereavement grant of 850 euro axed




Protestant Northern Ireland. The fi

construction of a state that was thoroug

Israel And Its Frlends Jewish possible in that area was a dra

Tom Carew, Chairman of the Ireland- €thnic cleansing of Palestinians. T
Israel Friendship League, has resigned higneans by which that was done w
position because of Jewish criticism of his described by an Israeli historian, Ben
criticism of mild harrassment by Israeli Morris, abouta quarter of a century ago
soldiers of EU diplomatic representatives before he was brought to order.
visiting Palestinians in the West Bank.  The ethnic cleansing of the territof
Jewish critics described his criticism as anawardedto a Jewish state was accompa
irrational, mischief-making libel on Israel. Dby a war of conquest against the territg
Carew said thatthe bitter personal bile... awarded to the native population. T

rgt
thing that had to be done to make tf

- The Referendums

|YSenate Abolition
BtiC  Richard Bruton and Alan Shatter bet-
'€ ween them lost the Referendum to abolish
PSthe Senate. Alan Shatter did it by the
'Y obscure way he phrased the question:
— Instead of simply askinBo you want to
abolish the SenateVoters were asked
Y "Doyou approve of the proposal to amend
Niethe Constitution"in the "Thirty-second
'Y Amendment of the Constitution (Abolition
'€ of Seanad Eireann) Bill 2013"

leaves me quite speechlegs& compared ~ conquest of the whole of Palestine
it to the"kind of poison which led to the Israel was prevented by the Jordani
murder"” of Yitzak Rabin and expressed
his determinatiofinot to yield to intimid-
ation..."(IT 1.10.13). acceptedde factoby the"international
While he was chairing the Ireland- community;” though not by lIsrael, a
Israel Frendsh|p League’ Carew himself eStabliShing the border of the Jewish st3
engaged in some attempts at intimidation. Thenin 1972 Israel conquered the r

Israel/Jordan War of 1948 was th

Zionist propaganda in the Republic hasOf Palestine in a pre-emptive war aI

been countered in the Republic by theopened itup to Jewish settlement. Ap
Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign and €mptive war is a defensive war against
Sadaka—The Ireland-Palestine Alliance. attack which has not been made.
Carew tried to get a prominent then

member of the IPSC, Philip O'Connor, In the light of all that, the hassling b

n
British Army. The ceasefire line of th}

DY Some people thought they were voting
/to abolish the Senate, when in fact they
were voting against abolition. These
N failures can be laid at the door of Minister
for Justice Shatter and the rest of the
5 Cabinet.
te. A second big mistake, for which Minis-
Stter Bruton was responsible, was a failure
d toinsistthat Taoiseach Enda Kenny defend
€-his radical proposal to the electorate in
@Ndebate.
In the upshot, voting was as follows:
591.937,48.2% infavour, 634,437,51.7%
Y against. Turnout: 39.17%, 39.17% of

dismissed from his job as head of thelsraeli soldiers of EU representatives electorate of 3,167,384.

Dublin Employment Pact. In doing this, Making a token gesture in support of the

he only did what active supporters of Palestinians seems avery slight cause
Israel do as a matter of course everywhereCarew's extreme reaction.
and all the time. If the EU wanted to impose limits o
|nastatementjustifying his resignation' Jewish nationalist activities in Palestin
Carew said: 10 \ stab
"It truly amazes me that you cannot Palestinian State, it could easily give
accept that you can admire the original reality by defining borders for the Jewis

State of Israel, its founders and its core State and compelling Israel by means|of

it could do so. If it was in earnest abouf a

A
ew Appeal Court

With virtually no opposition to the

X proposal to establish a further layer of
o judicial intervention, despite similar flaws

' in the wording to the Senate ballot, this
it amendment passed by 795,008, 65.2% to
h 425,047, 34.8%. Turnout 39.15%.

There were 20,080 invalid papers,

fol

values and not be repulsed—on moral economic and other sanctions to withdraw

compared with 14,355 in the Senate poll.

grounds—at the dominant ideology wjthin these orders. It could engage [in
directtrade with Palestine, ignoring Isra¢li
restrictions. Instead of doing that, the HU
privileges Israel in practice, treating it §s

abandoned the founding values and whopartof Europe, while tut-tutting diplomat-

which has taken over in the past three
decades, that of the Greater Israel
movement and settler project. It is the
ultra-nationalist forces who have

ically and indulging in trivial gestures.
Tom Carew is the second Irish spokg

are its worst enemies..." (ibid).

His Jewish critics have reason for des-
cribing him as'irrational”. What Israel
has been doing for the past 30 yearsis ver
mild compared to what it had been doing
before that. The'Greater Israel
movementivas notinvented in the 1980s.
It was always thévalue" at the core of
Zionism.

The territory awarded to the Zionist
movement by the United Nations for the
establishment of a Jewish state was
accepted as a first instalment—a base Itappearsthatboth Meleady and Car
area. No Zionist accepted it as meetingturned towards Zionism in their revulsid
the terms of God's award to Moses. against the war waged by the Catho

The division of Palestine made by the minority in the North against the ur
UN was heavily in favour of Zionism. democratic system of governmenttowhi
This meant that the territory designated it was subjected in 1921, and under whi
for a Jewish state in the 1947 UN Partition it suffered quietly for almost half a centur
included a Palestinian minority that was In this irrationality they followed thg

man for the Zionist cause in Dublin who

has become disillusioned. The first w
Dermot Meleady, the second volume

to be published shortly. Itwill be interes
ing to see how he handles the 1917 Balf

ers, is a symptom of disillusionment.)

whose hagiography of John Redmond is

Declaration. (We assume that his detgr
mined silence in recent years, when Israe
was much in need of propaganda defepd

A Professor Writes

continued

political classinrelation to the Euro proves
s-beyond all doubt that economics does
determine political behaviour. A British
Eurosceptic once exclaimed that he would
rather eat grass than join the Euro, whatever
..its economic benefits. That is the spirit
.. that motivates the British attitude to the
b uEuro. The Professor may think it stupid,
il

N

A0S

—. O
=

‘but it is a political fact and that is what
(matters. Stupid or not, as the case may be,
stupidity is as powerful a force in political

life as intelligence and the power of either

is what matters in the political world. Itis
eWthe art of politics to utilise both for a
N purpose. The Euro is a political project as
iceveryone knows and Britain has never
- accepted the political project in the first
Ch place and has done everything in its power
Chto prevent it. So why should it not continue
y. to do so now?

much larger than the Catholic minority in example of Conor Cruise O'Brien.

The Professor's naiveté might be
7



explained when he goes on to present
what he regards as the reason why the EU

exists in the first place. Conveniently he

discovered, or rediscovered, this while on

holiday this year:

"Cameron and Hague seek to remove
‘ever closer union' from the EU treaties

"David Cameron on Sunday vowed to
remove the commitment to 'ever closer
union' from the EU treaty. In his speech

bicycle: it either moves forward in one
direction or it falls'." (Open Europe, 30
September.)

Inview of these attitudes by the leaders

"Summer travels vividly reminded me
once again of the origins of the European
project. Visits to Germany made me
realise how recent in fact is the second
World War, when a European conflict
led to the loss of 20 million European
lives. A visit to Slovenia brought back
how very recent were the Balkan Wars
and how fragile the situation still is in that
region"

The Professor should really be teaching

to the Conservative Party Conference, of the British Government, why and how

William Hague also called for an end to s there likely to be a 'road to Damascus'
me Ect)ﬁtnne, sayln? that, '(;De?_plet_used ©moment'in a few year$in Britain that

ink there was only one destination—a : :
federal Europe—and the only question W.OU|d see all this reversed? It is a
was whether you got there in the fast lanePiPedream.
or slow lane. They don't think that any
more. Governments across Europe are  But Britain will not do the EU a favour
talking about power coming back to the and simply leave it. Itis much too success-
countries of Europe.’ The FT quotes Openfy| doing within it what it failed to do

Europe Director Mats Persson as sayingyiginally outside it—destroy it by creating
that removing ever closer union from the

in a nursery if he thinks this explains the
origin of the European project. Britain
certainly never considered joining the

project because of the devastation of

WWII. Why should it? It never accepted
any responsibility for that devastation.
That is why it, not only did not join any

treaties would have judicial significance
since it could force the ECJ in particular

a constant existential problem for it with
no prospect of the present European

to drop its bias for more centralisation. l€adership having the confidence to chal-

Mats is also cited by Polish daiBazeta
Wyborcza. On hi$elegraphblog, Mats

lenge this. This is what Britain does
naturally and does best when it comes to

added that, politically, ‘It would finally Europe. And the Professor's nonsense
kill the idea, championed by the likes of helps to hide this elemental fact.

Delors and Prodi, that the EU is like a

Jack Lane

attempt at European unity after the War,

but did everything possible to prevent
happening. Whenthe EEC was forme
1956 itsetup EFTA [European Free Tra
Association] to scupper it.

Neither did the founding fathers of
project initiate the project just because
the devastation of WWIl and WWI. The
did it to get rid of thecauseof those
devastating wars. Their objectwasto bu
a political structure that would exclud
any more British meddling in their affair
which is what had caused the devastatic
in the first place.

Britain joined later as its prestige d
clined sharply after being put in its plag
by Russia and the US over the Su
invasion and after failing to obstruct th
growth of the EEC which it saw goin
from strength to strength. When it cou
not beat them it joined them. Then, afte
few years it began a campaign to chan
the whole direction of the project and
succeeded, not because of the curr
European leadersremembering the less
of the World Wars but precisely becau
they forgot the real lessons that we
learned by the post-Wars leaders who
up the European project and who h
experienced these two Wars at first haj
and realised who was responsible.

If the project'saison d'étredepended
on looking back to the consequences

it
i in

e
The War On The Peace
he
of  What is happening at the moment isMcDonnell, about what he should be

Y most accurately describedthe War on  doing. That intervention succeeded in
the Peace making McDonnell draw back from
Id  The war on the Peace could be alter-opposing Jim Allister’s Bill, breaking the
e natively calledthe war on the Waror  Nationalist bloc and giving a great victory
5 the war on the War that established theto Unionism, for the first time in years.
NsPeace. That is the war on the War that That victory stirred up the Unionist
ended in more than a draw for the Repubfundamentalists to revert back to their
e-lican Army that fought it and the commun- fundamentals in their quest for retribution
e ity that produced that Army and helped against the Croppies who could not be
£Z sustain it until it had altered the position of made to lie down. And they have been
e the Catholics in ‘Northern Ireland’ to a threatening the functional Robinson/Mc
) degreethatwould not have beenimaginedsuinness coalition ever since: The
d possible when it began. functional coalition that was making the
a But whatever the war on the Peace isPeace work.
gecalled its objective seems to be to disturb  Up until then Robinson had risen above
it that Peace by undermining those whosuch fundamentals. Big lan had been a
ENiwvere primarily responsible for achieving demander of Republicans wearing ‘sack
bngt. And to hell with the consequences! As cloth and ashes’ before coming into Gov-
b€ long as it pushes those Northern Feniangrnment with Martin McGuinness when
e back to where they belong in the box he abandoned this position for a higher
5etmarkedsealed in 1921. Not to be opened purpose. That higher purpose was to
hd under any circumstance!” implicate Sinn Fein in the government of
hd ‘Northern Ireland’ and thereby quell the
Down at Dublin City University the Republican storm and haltits momentum.
twin leaders of the thoroughly dys-
functional First Executive, David Trimble
ofand Seamus Mallon, receiving Honorary

Robinson gave an indication of the
thinking behind this policy in a speech to

the two World War, its impetus woul§l Doctorates, joined in the war on the Peacé-astiereagh Council recently:

inevitably fade away as the memory
those consequences diminishes.

What made the Professor's comme
particularly ludicrous when he wrote the
was that the Tory Party conference bed
two days earlier and it was reported t

"Insisting that the Union was stronger
than ever, he cautioned unionists not to
‘turn the clock back to a bygone era’ and
urged them to have more self confidence.
‘Unionism has historically had a siege
mentality,” he said. ‘When we were being
besieged it was the right response. But
when we are in a constitutionally safe

Df to criticise what was, until recently, the
functional Executive of the DUP and Sinn

htsFein.

m  This was Mallon’s first intervention

ansince he took a hand in the course of the

ne Special Advisers Bill earlier this year to
remind the current SDLP leader, Alistair

day before that:



and stable position it poses as a threat toBritish State are attractive to Northern ists. Trimble proved incapable of making
our future development. Demographic Catholics, the Ulsterish aspect of British- an accommodation even with the SDLP,
changes and social change mean that Weyes5 repels them. How can they beunder Mallon's leadership, by chasing a
need to build bigger and broader coalitions . . e . :
and notto retreatinto an ever-diminishing efff-:-cnvely cou_rtgd when thelr noses are humiliation qf t_he _Repubhcan Army in
core.’ being rubbed in it by Loyalist bandsmen the decommissioning crusade he pursued
"He said unionism should not be thundering Anti-Papist tunes outside until his party’s melt-down in the course
defined simply by the issues of ‘flags and Catholic chapels, and alien flags being of it.
parades’ but by what he described as thewaved in their faces? He was at one time made an offer by
benefits of living in the UK. ‘Unionism Mallon that he 'could not refuse’, an offer
Bgigﬁsteoiftﬁr'{i‘gn%?ga?gtnzir;"éi%'?swa{( The problem is that in 1920, when the that would have created a UUP/SDLP
Northern Ireland work within the Union %Six Counties was placed in _semi— coal_ition. But he succeeded in refusing it.
then no one will. Unionism will only detachment_f_rom the UKbyWest_mlnster, I_-|avmg turned down Mallon, the Repub-
succeed if it is a broad coalition of inter- What the British left Unionism with was lican Army then outwitted him in leaving
ests. | accept that not every person whothe symbols of Britishness. And there hasthe stage in an orderly and dignified
wishes to remain part of the United been an ever-increasing desire to flauntmanner and decommissioning on its own
Kingdom will share my affection for the  the |eft-overs in the faces of the Fenians toterms. Sinn Fein managed to turn the
Rﬂa;'fensigggigiﬁ@’zg nggglrtg;?:]gelggge; reassure themselves of their ‘Britishness’. Republican retreat from the battlefield
unionist party is to seek to hold that broad It was not those who have the Union into political ad\_/a_mtagg, gve_r—turnlng |:cs
coalition together for tis only the capacity ﬂag waived at them who tqok away the secondary position vis-a-vis Mallon_s
to bring together those with differing Union. The Northern Catholics led by Joe SDLP into ascendancy. And, by smashing
views under a common banner that givesDevlin were very British and Imperial in his own party and the SDLP along with it
unionism its strength.’ those days. The AOH were helping to in chasing an illusory victory, Trimble
“Mr Robinson... challenged the view jntegrate Ireland into the developing brought the DUP into the leading role to
FB";‘]tioun';'Sct’;";ﬁecmgjLeuxgiot;g'g?u%gﬂfs‘i' welfare state and West Belfast was one ofsecure the Peace and construct a functional
culture. Nobody can take our culture the great recruiting centre_s for Britain’s arrangement with Sinn Fein.
away from us. It's within us. It's our Great War. It boasted of being more loyal _ _
values. It's our art and music. It's our t0 England’s cause than the loyalists. The picture in th Belfast Telegraph
beliefs. It's our history. It'showwe express ~ Butthey don’tmake Northern Catholics that sat above the report on Trimble’s and
ourselves. It's our way of life. Outsiders like thatany more. ‘Northern Ireland’ saw Mallon’s views showed the two doing a
mighttry—and fromtime totime succeed to that. In fact, the major political effectof jig in Dublin, reminiscent of Trimble’s
s_pgclilfri?:lglnagcg%rrﬁgﬁLaelreti(lf)trﬁsei;?]g:/r:e?] o Northem Ireland” has been to make its notorious victory dance with Paisley down
powertostopusincreasingourexpression'nhab'tants less and less British as thethe Garvaghy Road. But,th_l_s more recent
in other ways. Such a nationalist strategy Y&2arS rolleq by. A_nd perhaps that was thedance.was more a loser’s jig. _
doesn't make me feel culturally diminish- devious point of it all along. It is undeniable that all the chief
ed. It just makes me angry. Angry that agitators involved in the current war on
people cannot respect and tolerate diver-  The First Minister is aware that the flag the Peace were responsible for the actual
sity. But that anger should be channelled gispute set off a chain of events that haswar in one way or another. The Unionists
:gto overcoming suchintolerance..."The reqited in many in the DUP, who were began it with their reckless behaviour in
FirstMinister said unionists and national- never confident in the potential of the August1969; The British setits contextin
ists had to work together to secure _ " . - . . .
progress. Palsley/qulnson_ strategy to blunt 1920 and facilitated it bythelrrespons<_a|n
"Mr Robinson said it was foolish to Republicanism, losing their nerve. After the months after August 1969. The lIrish
think that the collapse of the Assembly the Special Advisers victory they started Governmentand Fianna Fail in particular,
would not result in further conflict. mutinying and Robinson had to ditch the according to Professor Patterson, did
‘Happily, it's only an academic argument Maze Peace Centre to steady the ship. nothing to stop it and much to encourage
S\l;tsle?r?k\)/le absolutelfy Irlu') doubﬁjtfrat ifthe  The success of the Robinson projectit. And the SDLP/Nationalist Party started
: ly were to fall it would leave a depends on Unionism being amenable toit.
void which every malign force would . . . .
seek to exploit and profit from,” he said. Six County CathoI|c§ and making It might surprise the reader to knovy
‘Paramilitary organisations which are ‘Northern Ireland’ possible for them to thatthe SDLP started the War. But that is
presently contained would be reinforced live in contentedly. And that means holding true. How do we know that? Because they
and bracing themselves for an opening toa tight control over all the instinctive have said it. Or rather Austin Currie has
wage terror'." (Belfast Tel. 19.10.13)  reflexes of Unionism. said it. He started the War when actually
Thatis adifficult projectto see through. a member of the Nationalist Party. But
The nature of ‘Northern Ireland’ and its more than anyone else Currie was the

communal blocs makes it all but impos- SDLP in embryo.

There is much sense in Robinson’s
argument to Unionism. The former days

are over where the ‘minority’ could be sible to sustain. And it is possible that it

pre5|ded overas asecond‘—cl_ass_co,mmunfnight still be all in vain: Catholics might ~ Here is Currie in the first page of his
ty. They are no longer a ‘minority’ and ;4 hecome a majority and then pursueautobiographyAll Hell Will Break Loose
soon may pe a majority and as a result o their national dream. on Wednesday 19 3 1068

the Republican War ihey are no Jonge!  gut fair play to Mr. Robinson for what the er;1d o?‘ Q?Zcﬁ%oniom?sngebate,ir??ﬁé
second-class. So Unionism has 10 takeq js aempting. He has spoken and saved  stormont Parliament, | was ordered by
account of them and even court them, or %his Soul—and many lives. the Speaker to leave the House. As | left,

sectloq of th(_am, to survive. . . I angrily threw my speaking notes at the
Robinson is also aware of the antagon- We can understand why Trimble is SO jeering Unionist benches and shouted,

ising effects of ‘Protestant culture’ on pleased to see the DUP fundamentalists ‘A|l hell will break loose, and by God |
Catholics. Whilst many aspects of the revolting against the DUP accomodation-  will lead it' ... | didn't wish to hang
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around anyway. | knew what | had to d
"Had | known the consequences
what | intended to do later that day, p
Caledon, would | have proceeded wi
it? | have asked myself that questign
many, many times over the years. Woy
| have gone ahead had | known, or eV
suspected, that the action | was abou

o

bl Editorial Digest

h Anthony Mclintyre: You Read It Here

First. In January 201%ish Political
tlfrll Reviewreported on the Priory Hall
to (Dublin) botched building development
d and noted that aimish Newsreport of

take would initiate a process that wou
lead to the loss of nearly four thousal
lives? Would | have gone ahead hal

known that my intended action and other

actions stemming from itwould transfor
the political scene in Northern Irelal
and destroy a political regime which,

that time, appeared permanent aphd
These are some| of

unchallengeable?...
the questions | have wrestled with f
more than thirty years..." (p.9-10)

Thisis all very honest and refreshing-
although Currie answers his own questi
that he would not have occupied the hot
at Caledon and brought direct action in
play against the Stormont system if
knew all the trouble he was going to cau

But this also suggests that without t
trouble there would still be the safpeliti-
calregime'that appearetbermanentand
unchallengeable".

The Republican War therefore was
necessary event in the Great Trar
formation of the Catholic community.

The current aim of the war on the Pe§g
that came out of the Republican War see
to be to ‘Get Adams’ and to ‘Smash Sif
Fein’. In the process, it is presumab
calculated, that this will reduce the Nort
ern Catholic community to the kind @
position they were in up until the Gre
Transformation. They will be containe
and a quiet life will be had by all.

But if Adams were to be ‘Got’, and i
Sinn Fein were to be ‘Smashed’, wh
then?

It should be understood that if th
accomodationist constitutional route tak
by Sinn Fein should prove to be a bl

d 18thOctober2011 had failed to mention
| therole played by a dissident republican,

Hunger Striker Thomas McFeeley. We
t noted:

"Mclntyre, a Site Manager for Coalport
Development, has been described by the
Company itself as having overseen on its
behalf'all facets of constructing building
sites from initial stages to completion”
He was its lead agent at Priory Hall from
2007 to 2011. Itis said that information
about Mclintyre'srole in the Priory project
has been removed from the Internet since
the project gained notoriety.

Itis hard to escape the conclusion that
thelrish Newsshielded Mcintyre from
negative publicity because his politics
suits its general anti-Sinn Fein
propaganda offensive..."

Now, two years after the event, the
Irish Newg2.10.13, 7.10.13) hasfinally
caught up with the Mcintyre angle!
However, the paper went easy on him: it
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the entire adult population. Prime Time
had a 'shock horror' report on the
escalation of loans in arrears from 8% in
2008 to 20% today, with total loans in
arrears of 700m. But Brennon pointed
out that the CUs in the League had built
up reserves of 1.5bn and could cover
any major default without recourse to

Government ("taxpayer") support.

Lord Bew'sprotege, while slating former Hurling Final

“Sporting combatants playing for love
not money, with only helmets for
protection, clash with ash sticks while
trying to catch a ball consisting of cork
wrapped in thick leather flying through
the air at a terrifying velocity. Welcome
to the ancient Irish game of hurling,
arguably the fastest contact sport played
on grass. Last weekend, 82,000 people
wearing the red and white of Cork or the
yellow and blue of Clare watched their
heroes play out what many regard as the
greatest All-Ireland hurling final... As
Premier League soccer is again soiled
with prima donna antics — see the scratch-
and-send-off controversy of Torres at
Spurs at the weekend — the hand-eye co-
ordination and the courage and
commitment of Cork and Clare were a
shining example of sportsmanship”
(Guardian Editorial 2.10.13)

did not mention that he was the legd
agenton the developmentfor four yea
Mclintyre told the paper that he had

S_

being unemployed for a year. Hp
admitted he hatho experience" in the
building trade and saldiregret my role
in the project

ms

Credit Unions retain strength.  Prime
Time on 30th September reported ¢

>The Thatcher
asked his friend McFeeley for a job aftgr Who Burnt The
House Down

Ashes to ashes, iron to dust
The Queen of Coolheart wrecked our tust
A nation like a family

n Now sniggers at dishonesty

Credit Unions. One is in very seriou
trouble (Newbridge). But it had left thé
League of Credit Unions and begun
act as a bank. The Chief ExecutiV

Officer of the League—Kieron Brennof A skyscraper wasteland gleams with pr

—gave a very robust defence of th
movement. Irish Credit Unions hav
2.8m members, which is pretty muc

5 Now rants about the downcast poor
b And views the rich with greedy awe
o The grocer's daughter loves Shirley Por
e And supermarkets for grocer slaughte

e With Fools Gold crafted deep inside
L The moon gleams emptily on empty he
h Not a penny for their thoughts or em
plots

alley, that will not be the end of the matte
It is in the nature of the entity calle

‘Northern Ireland’ that that should be the

case. Republicanism is being quie
reconstituted in its heartland for the d
when, ifthe presentroad leads to nowhg
something new will spring up.

Peter Robinson is right in his warning
about the alternative to the present.
understands the nature of things
‘Northern Ireland’ and he is explicit abod
itin his speech at Castlereagh. It is far tpo
late to put the Northern Catholics back]i
their box.
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Pat Walsh

t Documented History,Geoffrey Robertson's

Two New Books:related to Turkish
history from Athol Books:

Preposterous Paradoxes
Of Ambassador Morgenthau,
a factual story about politics,
propaganda and distortions
by Siikrii Server Aya.
242pp (hbk). Illustrated. €27, £22,50
Twisted Law versus

opinion on genocide against proven facts
by Siikrii Server Aya.

96pp. Illustrated. €12, £9

Nation to Ashes, Rust In Peace
Banks still hollow from the Golden Flee

Dame Shirley Porter was heir to the Te

she was however one of the most vici
enforcers of her policies. And gota crimi

gerrymandering scandle.

Sheis unrelated to the Mrs Porter of T S Elli
The Waste Land, who was probably a
woman who happened to get entanged
disturbed man's neuroticism.

"Rust in Peace" is someone else's slogan
the Falls Road, Belfast, and widg
reproduced.

https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

supermarket fortune. Not close to Thatc}er,

conviction for the Westminster City Coung
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telephone systems were rudimentary andemigration gives some interesting insights
computers were largely unknown. There into the current wavdr{sh Independent

S h was no round-the-clock trading. 27.9.13).
OrtS The Irish Government was given  The subject of emigration has a deep
advance notice of Sterling devaluation, historical resonance. In the national
from but only after the financial markets had memory it dredges up images of coffin
the Long Fellow close_d_ on the Friday_. So there was noships ar_1d famine. However, th(_e natur_e of
possibility of anyone in the Government emigration has changed dramatically since
gaining financial advantage. the 1840s. In the nineteenth century the
JOURNALISM IN |RISH INDEPENDENT . Thefacts ofthe matter are that Haugheycountry was a source of cheap labour for
. Justyvhen itis thought that standards " did not move from abordinary semi-D"  Britain. It felt like Britain was sucking the
Jo_urnallsm cannot descend any lower, theintoAbbeviIIe. Before he bought Abbeville lifeblood of the country, even after inde-
Irish Indepe_nderﬂemonstratgs thaF thgr(_e he ownedGrangemore;'alarge Victorian  pendence. Duringthe 1950s the population
are new unimagined depths in which it is home on a 45 acre estate. He bought thi®f the country had reached its nadir of 2.8
possible to wallow. . in 1960 and sold it for £200,000 in 1969. million. But from then on Ireland largely

The newspapera}nd |tSS|sterp§1perhavqn the same year he bought Abbeville for ceased to be Britain's cheap source of
been busy promoting an autobiography ¢, 69 £80,000 LESS than he soldlabour. Inthe 1960s Britain had o replenish
by Eamon Dgnphy. An article about the Grangemore (see Londdndependent its stock of labour from other ex-colonies
Egglihlg ;Qltlacl):/lvsi: Ir;\it;péﬁ?]gfan(llo.lS) 14.6.06). in Asia and the Caribbean. Since the 1950s

“Haughey tipged off wéalthy riends _ CHILDREN SURVEY the population (_)f t_he Rep_ubllc of _Ireland

before sterling devaluation.” Has thelrl_sh Independena policy of  has b(_agn steadily increasing and is now at

_ being negative? Areportona NUI Galway 4.6 million.

The article goes on to quote from survey of health behaviour of Children The 1970s was the firstdecade inwhich
Dunphy’s book to the effect th_atl Haughey porveen 10 and 17 began with the headlinethere was netimmigration (104,000 more
made 2 kl.”mg from Britain's 1967 "More than a quarter of school children people _com_ing into the coun_try than out).
devaluation: admit to getting drunk" (24.9.13). Net emigration resumed during the 1980s

"...Harold Wilson's government decid- (-208,000). However, although Britain

edto devalue on November 18,1967, the  So, it's not just ageing journalists! remained the most popular destination, a

Irish government was given twenty-four However, in the body of the report we higher proportion of emigrants went to

hours' notice. learn: America and continental Europe than

"Charlie was Minister for Finance. He " ; . o
passed the information on to a small As many as 28.3pc in the latest survey previous waves of emigration. Inthe 1990s

group of wealthy Irish businessmen who gﬁ%ﬂfgmh%eggg%? fﬁugr’”g?ggnjgf t net immigration returned (+37,400) and
made a fortune on the currency markets. ation of school-Qoers in 1998" in the f|r§t de_cadg of the 21st century we
"They 'looked after' the Man of Destiny had net immigration of 353,200.
who tipped them off So although 28.3% might be consider-
"A year later with the heat off, Charlie e high, the trend is at worst stable and As was pointed out last month, net
?ﬁegarg‘ar:]i?grt"?;oh?:E’rgl;:ﬁr;?seAbbev'"e’possitl)ly.decreasi_ng. . ~ emigration only resumed in 2010. But
"In 1969, he moved from his modest In similar negative veinthe report point- unlike in t.he 198Qs the e.m|gr.at|on is
semi-D in the modest suburb of Raheny" €d out that the survey found only 50% accompanied by high immigration. For
etc. etc. took exercise more than four times a weekexample, in the 12 months to April 2013
compared to 53.5% in 1998. 56,000 people immigrated into the State
It's only towards the end of the report (89,000 emigrated).
that some positive trends are revealed in  The UCC report indicates that many
this survey which interviewed 40,000 emigrants are now going to the Middle

What is the evidence for this shocking
allegation? He heard it from an unnamed
source in a bar (the Horseshoe Bar). And

thats all children covering a period between 1998 East and Asia. The most striking statistic
M oRE BULLSHIT and 2010: is that only 23% of emigrants were
Working on the principle thatifenough - 129% of schoolgoers smoke compared touneémployed in Ireland. Other statistics
bullshit is thrown at a wall some of itwill  21% in 1998 suggest that the current wave is a middle
stick Eamon Delaney (former Editor of - 8% smoke cannabis comparedto 10% inclass phenomenon. For example, 62pc of
former magazineMagill) repeated 1998 Irish emigrants hold a third level qualific-
Dunphy's allegationdrish Independent - 16% admit to being bullied, 24% in ation. The general impression is that most
10.10.13). This wa¥ong a rumour"“(so 1998 of the emigrants wanted to improve their
it must be true?). And Dunphy deserves standard of living. The decision in many

"credit" for publishing this rumour about  Children are more communicative with Cases is a choice rather than an act of
a dead man who can't defend himself.their parents, in particular the father (60% desperation.

Delaney goes on to claim: compared to 42% in 1998). The corres- THE GUARANTEE
"Charlie moved fromhis ordinary semi- ponding figures for mothers are 82% and  The fifth anniversary of the Bank
D in the modest suburb of Raheny into 74%. Guarantee passed without much comment.

tmhgngglr?té?kggrenﬁ"sefandon designed  Contrary to conventional wisdom, The Long Fellow has always felt that
young people are not getting worse everyihere was an emotional need by the people
The story, of course, is pure fantasy. It year' to distil all the causes of the recession into
projects current preoccupations and pre- EMIGRATION ONCE AGAIN the poker game that was played out in
judices back to 1967. Business was not A study by University College Cork September 2008. Butin fact practically all
global then. Financial markets and and thelrish Research Councibn the damage was done by 2007.
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The demonisation of the Guarantee athave been far worse if the banking systemeducation. But | also knew people who
the last General Election suited the had been allowed collapse. reacted so forcefully to the humiliating
opposition parties who are now in A key fact is that the current Goverp- aspect of working class life that nothing
government. The Labour Party, in ment has repaid in full Senior Dett | but revolution would do them. They were
particular, could claim that it voted against covered by the Guarantee. So the idea thagienuinely ready for it. When the revolution
the Guarantee and instead proposedhe Guarantee restricted policy decisignsdidn't come they had no great interest in
nationalisation, which is in facta guarantee that otherwise would have been madg ischange ontheindividual level. They found
by another means. bogus. things to do, mostly unconnected with

Some form of guarantee was necessary. No wonder the fifth anniversary was politics, but life had lost its savour.

The consequences for the economy wouldshrouded in a discreet veil of silence!

Temperamentally, | think, Annette was
one of the radical reformists. She gained
i confidence over time, spoke more about
Annette MaCdonaId ! Some Memories politics, and took a place on the Executive
of the Democratic Socialist Party, led by
Jim Kemmy, when it was formed in 1981.
| think she had clear ideas of what she

| am sure that Annette Macdonald madecommunity, though it differed in some
animpression on everyone who knew her.matters of custom and tradition from mine.
I met her in Dublin in the early 1970s. In For example, | had relatives in Boston, .
. - i .~ 'found wrong in Ireland and what she
a crumbling old building on Waterloo whereas theirs would have been in Liver- .
. . . wanted to change—and certainly she had
Road, at the shabbier everyman's end opool, Manchester and Birmingham. Most . "~ ;
: . . . in mind not only her own generation but
posh Ballsbridge, | shared a ground floor of them were familiar with the other side ; :
. o . Iso the next. And she did contribute to
flat with some other British and Irish of the water. One of the songs that | heard® . . .
. L . . change. The DSP did not achieve its
Communist Organisation (B&ICO)mem- sung marvellously in Tallaght, with ~ " . .
. e . . " original aims, any more than did its
bers over the years, where we editedpiercing feeling, wakiverpool Town"| , . .
. : . oo " Workers' Party rivals, and the party did
various B&ICO magazines. We possessedwish | was back in Liverpool... :
. : . not become a main feature, or a long-
an electric typewriter, and Annette usedto My workmates showed no particular . . o
X . . ) - . _lasting feature, of the Irish political map.
come round regularly to type the articles. interestin creating a new type of society in
) .~ _However, the pressures exerted by the
I remember that she was calm and sensiblelreland. | gathered that when elections L
. ) i DSP and Workers Party' did count for
and whatever she was doing she did well.came round they voted overwhelmingly . :
. : . . . something. The modern democratic
Shedid not (as faras | remember) complainfor the three old reliables, Fianna Fail, ; .
. . impulse, which in the 20th century was
about the draughty, dusty, uncomfortable Fine Gael and Labour. Politically, they ™
. : : " .7 mainly the upward thrust of the great and
working environment. Always she was had that sense of being citizens which | : .
. ) —_ constantly growing urban populations, had
good-humoured and patient, which wasdidn't have myself. (However, one must
L . : - i~ : .~ produced the landmark event of the
required in anyone having to deal with me say that official political society and its . o
) : : ; : Welfare State in postwar Britain and
as Editor. In the course of time she alsoagents did not reciprocate their trust very I
. . . Europe. That story was missing some
learned to handle the printing machine well, as was shown whenthe heroin plague”". : : ;
. C2 : episodes in the Irish Republic, and DSP
that was kept in a small office in central broke out in the early 1980s. Many of my \ o
o ..~ and Workers' Party activities helped to
Belfast, and she used to go regularly everyworkmates lived in one of the communities " ;
. . ) : : change the political culture. Without them,
month to print the various magazines andthat were hardest hit. To a certain extent ] s
) . . . working class communities would have
bring them back to our own small office in mass heroin addiction grew from a weak- o
. . . . . . got less from the Celtic Tiger.
Dublin for collation, stapling and ness in that old-fashioned working class .
o e . ) John Minahane
distribution. life: frequently people lived their out-of-
I had no knowledge of Annette's back- work lives in a spirit of carefree hedonisn,
ground and there was no reason to ask, butvhich made them wonderful drinkin WAS
lassumed she was of working class origin.companions, but now and again somemaybe you forgot name-change
From arural background myself, | had no associated problems became evident. volgograd,
contact with the Dublin working class Behind that cheerful hedonism there wasthen that suicide bomber hit a bus
until lwas 20. Afterwards my acquaintance a kind of despair, which took a terriblg in what is now an obscure city, thus,
proceeded ontwo levels: work and politics. forminthe next generation. But the official Red Rum became a mule without regdrd.
| did two years in a tyre-making plant in response, or non-response, was appallifg.fpown there in southern Russia it seems
Tallaght. Later, when my working life The young workers who were in to hide
became more irregular, | did countlessaround, or passed through, Dublin Branghfrom its illustrious history. Survived
Christmas stints in the Postal Sorting of the B&ICO in the early 1970s were gf the Nazi onslaught. Now in its disguise
Office in Sheriff Street, a job | enjoyed adifferenttype. (I gathered there had begnhe British media has putitin formaldehyde.
like no other because of the people | metmany more of them in the late 1960, As Stalingrad it bared the truth and showed
there (now, alas, that Sorting Office is no connected with the Dublin Housing Actiop who had won WW?2.
more, replaced by the dehumanisedCampaign, where B&ICO members wele Butthey who had inherited bravery sowed
modern Mail Centre off the Naas Road). prominent.) They were politically earnesgt doubt and brought the country down to fue
I found my workmates strange, and the and wanted change. All of them had someéits demise as a world power and its mgde
feeling was mutual. Butthey were friendly, kind of overview of Irish society asitthep became a gangster capitalism view.
tolerantand generous. They deviated fromwas, as a society which was hostile fo
the model workers of th€ommunist them and their peers and was denyipgwas.
Manifestoyou certainly couldn't say that them scope. One noticed a constant dfift
they had no country. They were recognis-of them to England, partly because it was
ably from a type of Irish Catholic much easier over there to get a universjty
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Wilson John Haire
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remotely snobby about them. The differ- go on forever, living in a curious land,
ence with their English counterparts is nﬁither gifSh ROfgiESh- As "is?l societyh
; i iaten Changed in the 19th century, the growt
es ahora * they realised they had fo assimilate" of the British Empire gave them a practical
Where COF“?ey got the latter not_|on, I raison d'etre and they turned their
would be difficult to say because his own energies into being part of that empire,
‘The Raj in the Rain.’ film shows that they still reside inside  feeding its soldiers and administrators,
"The only, but crucial, difference bet-  their big houses, though in far lesser while at home their world began a slow
ween families like the Gore-Booths and numbers and in incredibly reduced decline.”
the landed families of England was that  cjrcumstances.
in Ireland their position, although out- . . - .
wardly secure, was held, not freely given. C(‘)Ioney also states: . . I fOL_Ind Th_e Raj In_thg Raln'ar_1
Their forebears had come adventurous- ...the house owns the inhabitants exceptional piece of filming. Patrick
ly and taken possession of conquered ~ @nd hey only live in a small part of it - Cooney absented himself completely from
lands. "The Irish landlords continued to normally. You essentially become a thg screen and just pointed the camera at
be colonists. The very building of their museum curator, a caretaker or in they, . people he was filming and basically

: ; f th tion who are :
houses, the planting of their trees, the case ol e younger generation followed them about, leaving them to talk
making of the high walls about their going to make a go of the houses, an if 10 th | | Keh
estates (raised by incredibly cheap labour entertainment manager. Thatenables youdWay as It to themselves almost. Kehoe

of the natives whom their ancestors had to keep a roof over your head but would stated that Olivia Durdin-Robertson of

tried to exterminate) declared their inten- you fancy that? You have an incredible Huntington Castle was absent from the
tion ... the Irish landlords lived within amount of responsibility to previous version shown on RTE and this was all to
their demesnes, making a world of their generations to keep it going even whenhe go0d. Because she—without any help
own, with Ireland outside their gates'. you want to break the link. Sir Josslyn ¢ Cooney—made herself such an

' ' Gore Booth had to make that decision . L o
Seventy Years Youn
Elizabeth Coun%/ess of Fingallg after 400 years. He said he didn't want to CPJ€Ct Of ridicule by claiming to be a

put this weight around the necks of his follower of the Fellowship of Isis, which
children.” she founded with her sister-in-law Pamela

Ireland today seems awash with Sum- Berkley. And she kept up the pagan lark

mer Schools commemorating an Ireland . oo 4
" fth mentary in with scenes of her followers chanting and
of theBritish pag from Anthony Trollope Atthe screening of the documentary g

. . . Kinsale on 14th July 2013, Patrick Cooney leaping around the gardens until it became
in Carrick-on-Shannon, Jane Austen_m literally shocked the audience into silence quite tedious. | suspect that—with all her
tha House, Cork, t'o Trevor/Bowep n by jumping onto the stage to introduce histalk of her being a great eccentric—she
Mitchelstown, and Kinsale Arts Festival work and—as this was Bastille Day—he may have been having us all on. When it
where the documentary above was ShoWr]oyfully exclaimed:"Up the Republic"l came down to talk of her people she was
to a packed room—about 200 people in . . .

, . wondered if he knew that most of the quite lucid and rather hardnosed. She
Acton_s HoteI,Klnsa'Ie. The documentary people there would find this utterly claimedthatshe didn'tleave England until
was directed by I:?am(:kCooney’.aI‘Ondonuncomfortable if not repellent. As the 1917 and when she was 6 or 7 she saw this
east-endervyho first Wrotg anarticle of the screening was the director's cut and wentpicture of a city in flames and underneath
ame hame in the magazine of@_’tﬁard— on for over two hours from 2 p.m. to 4 therewasaname called the DeéV@pking
lan, 10th Novembe_r .2001’ Wh'Ch sub- p.m., | found it impossible to stay on for quite pleased with himself wearing steel
sgquentlyspg rked h|§mterestlntheAngIo-the discussion afterwards, starting at 5eye glasses, saturnine featuresWhat
Irish "f‘,nd Wh.'Ch !Ed him over the r?ext ten p.m. billed asBig Empty Houses: The flashed up onscreenwas of course a photo
years'dropping in and out of the I|ve.s of Anglo-Irish in the 21st century' of. . . Eamon de Valera.
four members of that casteor his The speakers were Cooney himself, When she asked her mother if they
documentary. . members of the cast, Ruth Dudley- were going to move, the latter lied and

They were Sir ‘]OSSIyn Gore Boqth, Edwards, who was described in the said they were not butimmediately Olivia
who sold Lissadell House in 2903 (subject impossibly glossy Kinsale Arts Festival knew this was the first lie her mother had
of much controversy at.the tlme),. Mark brochure as"Historian, journalist, and ever told her. So they went to live in this
Bence ?]ones of G_Ienwlle Park n Co. broadcaster who appears frequently on exciting place calletThe Republic'Her
C_ork, SlrJ_ohn Leslie prastIe Leslie, and radio and television and is author of family were Liberals and determined to
flnal!y Olivia Dulrdm-Rc.)t')ertson Pf, satirical crime novel 'The Anglo-Irish geton with everyone and be friendly with
Huntmgton CgstIeThe Raj n the Rain Murders'. She feels both Irish and English the Catholics, the nationalists and the
accqrdlng o its blurb in Kinsale Arts and greatly enjoys being part of both Anglo-Irish. The people lived in cabins
Illzestlval 2.013,6—_14thJuberochureoffers cultures.” and were quite undernourished—it all

an affecﬂona_te,|nS|gh'tfuI§1ndf'requentIy Chairing the discussion wdauthor  looked very mediaeval Japanese—and |
bizarre portralt of a dwindling tribe—the and historian Patrick Guinness the was aware of the rich Catholics who had
Anglo—lnsh.ascendgncy.... as they pom:"rHiberno-Eninsh president of the Irish been pro-British and they were called
ground.thellr' crumbling piles contemplat- Georgian Society and author of the 'The Foxrocity' because they all lived in
ing their I(.)t ' . biography 'Arthur Guinness" Foxrock and the English didn't know of

In thelrish Exgmmer 11th July 2013Z The documentary was later shown onthe existence of these Irish.

there was an article about the forthcoming R

documentary under the headiAglimpse TE1 and had been edited down to a mere
of life inside the Big Housby a Richard 62 minutes and was reviewed inBunday

. . : ; Business Post22nd October 2013 by
Fitzpatrick. Quoting Patrick Coopey, the their TV critic Emmanuel Kehoe. Kehoe
former accepts that the Anglo-Irishad

lives of privilege ... but there's nothing began his review by stating:

The English in their schools went
around doing masturbation and homo-
sexuality but the Irish didn't adavhen |
asked why, | was told the Irish practised
ordinary sex from the word go®Olivia
"There must have been a time when thesaid that the wicked old Protestant settlers
It Is Time Anglo-Irish ascendancy thought they'd came in and took the land because they
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thought it OK to do so and Lord Esmonde Josslyn contended that Lissadell looks but the issue of ownership of land is not
wentover to Protestantism and was knownand feels exactly like a Town Hall withits ~ therightissue because if you occupy land
thereafter atwicked old Lord Esmonde”. huge hall with ceilings going all the way ~ YOU have got to make a return on it
The Durdins were originally Huguenot up to the roof. Yeats described it as like a whetheryou own it, your neighbour owns
. . ) ) g it or whether some distant institution
and had heaps of money, just as thechu_rch _but_ltdoesn_tfr-_zelI|ke_ahou_se—|ts owns it. | was always taught that you had
Esmondes ran out of theirs. She alsoan institutional building with chimney obligations as well as privileges. | am a
found that Sir Walter Raleigh was her pieces that are just inexplicable with no  landlord and | have views that reflect my
ancestor as well. Olivia saw herself asstyle at all. interests to some extent."
Anglo/Scotti/Welsh/Irish and therefore  His father and aunts lived only in two
completely Gaelic. She showed us aroundrooms with the former living mainlyinthe ~ He then looks through family albums
her books on magic/paganism (very few kitchen. He thought the house so full of and shows u$he unmistakeable figure of
really and all paperbacks), her robes, more'junk” and the dining room had never Thomas Kilgallon—the butler who always
robey things and her beloved masks whichbeen the same since Casimer Markieviczlooks like some figure from Russia with
she got from New Orleans. painted his awful murals. His self-portrait his beard and his commanding presence”
was totally out of proportion, his brother- He didn't know many of the people,
While | found Mark Bence Jones, the in-law Mordaunt—again totally out of pictured on horses invariably, and then
historian of Anglo-Ireland as he called Proportion. (I can testify that seeing them thereis a letter from Mr. Kilgallon to Lady
himself, and Sir John Leslie—97 this year JOSslyn was absolutely right!) Mr. Gore Booth upon his retirement in 1929.
like Olivia Durdin Robertson—interest- Campbell the head-woodman was alsolt was in the 50s that everything caved in
ing, the most fascinating man by far was painted as was the famous butler Mr.and collapsed—_both his father and his
Sir Josslyn Gore Booth. He truly had the Kilgallon, who accompanied Sir Henry to uncle were schitzos and he was always
funniest throw-away remarks and his self- the Arcticand onall his fishing expeditions afraid that was going to happen to him.
deprecation was to me anyway touchingt0 Norway and Greenland with absolutely When he was aboutto get married he went
and in a funny way—poignant. There NOMmodern navigational aids—the camerato the doctor and asked him if they had
were times when | felt the camera's Panned to a photo of a group of about tenchildren were they likely to go that way?
intrusion—and therefore mine as viewer— men all on the sailing boat and theseHe doesn't record the doctor's answer but
was quite exploitative but certainly Josslyn €xpeditions wenton from the late 1870s tohe obviously went ahead and he now has
made the film his own. His aristocratic the early 1890s. children: they could be heard in the
dress-sense (according to Keligeeen The billiard room became Sir Henry's background with their chatter. .
Loden coat and red trousejsand his room and all his specimens of bear, huge Josslyn talked to the local tourism
languid take on life in a near ruin—with fish—some saimon and abottlenose whalepeople and they encouraged him to try
the family rattling about upstairs in a few —about which Josslyn was doubtful— mediaeval banquets like Bunratty Castle.
habitable rooms was quite Molly Keaneish Were stuffed and exhibited. Josslyn dryly What follows were undoubtedly the
'Good Behaviour'. Josslyn was a city of remarked that these expeditions, thathighlights of the film as Josslyn stuffed
London head-hunter before he came into@Ccurred every other year, weren't particul- turkeys and took breaks smoking his cigar
his inheritance as the fifth Baronet. arly productive commercial enterprises. and trying to get people to sitdown in time
Because Cooney cleverly went from And he thought that the main problem of before the meal became inedible.
one family to another and back again, his ancestors were that they didn't have ~ To be continued in next month's
there was this rather disjointed narrative, anything to do-they lacked purpose in Irish Political Review
but it managed to maintain our attention life—and himself smoking a large cigar Julianne Herliny ©
rather than dissipate it and thus gave it itsthought that perhaps this also could be
very entertaining arc. | think it better in true ofh|msc_alf. Thgre isasceneinthefilfi
giving an account of the documentary thatWhich was filmed in the local pub whers .
| will follow each subject therefore sus- aWwell-lubricated Josslynwastakkingwith Dublin's Ground-
taining a linear narrative thus giving SOMe locals. He slurred that he wgs Breaking Bobbies

readers a better feel textually. politically incorrect and when the mar . ,
sitting beside him had his mobileringanfi ~ Conor Brady's piece on the Dubli

went off to take the call, Josslyn threw his Metropolitan Police (22 October) was vefy

=" arms rather dangerously close to tHe interesting. He observes that native-bgrn
élass accent angl_toktj) ut?\ of ho(;/v th? f'rs';glasses on the table and went off on a riff Citizens of the capital rarely joined th

ore was an tlizabethan adventureriyy,, e norrors of technology which hp force.
soldier who came over with the Tudor .o /0 anything to do with. The contempt in which some citizer|s

conquest of Ireland, wagranted” land _ | held it was reflected in James Joycg's
and begat a dynasty. While speaking, the The nextshotsaw him athome speaking-pyg| INERS" which had recruits at the

camera shot some stunning portraitsvery lucidly about himself. He thought of Depot catch their dinners, - cabbages, fon
hanging on peeling walls and then pannecdhimself as British, certainly neither IrisH g5y els.
to spider's cobwebs, leaking ceilings, nor English but his inheritance tied him tg But his contemporary, Tom Kettle
ruined timbers and crumbling masonry. Lissadell and he spoke about his family|s \vent further in his Maiden Speech fit
Josslyn stated that his ancestors werdoyalty to the British Empire which he| \yesiminsterwhenhesaid the DMP shduld
neither resident nor absentee—they wereaccepted was something today which ot e charged on the Municipal Ratds,
in London, Dublin or Bath part of the seemed impossibly remote. He stated thaty) i on the Imperial  War Office budge}t..

=]

Sir Josslyn Gore Booth of Lissadell
House spoke with a very British upper-

[}

time. He also pointed out that the architecthe didn't think in Irish terms— Donal Kennedy
of the house was Francis Goodwin, who | |ook at things through a very 22.10.13]rish Times
had never previously designed ahouse but inflexible and rigid template—glass in Unpublished Letter

had designed Town Halls and therefore hand—Ifind it very difficult to articulate




some, limited, success. The stock exchange
plays a bigger role today, but the great
sge majority of SMEs [small and medium
Towards a pOSlthll on Germany, enterprises]—the backbone of German

Ireland and Europe industry—remains family owned, tied

G industrial trainina and aporenticeshi through banks to local savings, and socially
. ERMAN SOCIAL MODEL g ¢ PP P integrated in the local economy. Globalis-
The German social model is not a post-systems. Banks are integrated locally and_.. : . : .
. ) : . ation has also internationalised some firms
war creation. Its roots are in Prussianrepresented on Boards of companies as ;
: : ; : : and banks but these also remain the
paternalism and South German Catholicproviders of investment capital. The X
X o : . exception.
urban craft guilds. A century before Marx German corporate capitalism and financial
extolled the introduction of the factory institutions knowntoday emergedthrough* The German 'social model' has also
inspection system in England, a bureauc-the Guild system and evolved since taken some hits in the process of globalis-
racy of factory and mine inspectorates hadindustrialisation began. These institutions ation. The welfare reforms under Blairite
been put in place in Prussia by Frederickhave also evolved with little change (out- Anglo-Saxon Liberal influence of the SPD/
the Great. The Prussian "reformers" of theside of heavy industry) through the Kaiser, Green Government of Gerhard Schroder
early 19th century (Gneisenau/Stein etc.)Weimar, Third Reich and post-war eras to (1998-2005) had some basis in necessity
led the revival of Prussia on an economicthe present day. (an activist approach to long-term un-
model of state-controlled capitalism that employment) but in the form they took
already included state education, social impoverished that section of society with
institutions and welfare provision. a marginal or precarious foothold in the

_ . ation of the social classes through theirIabour market. Governments since have
* The Prussian social model was expand-institutions. Trade Unionism retains a y
been attempting to reform the reforms to

ed through the 19th century in a series ofcentral role in Germany, not least because_ . .
compromises with the Catholic Church ofits continued strength outside the public rectify the social damage they caused.
after Prussia absorbed the rapidly indus-service in the vanguard industries of the* The economic structures and welfare
trialising regions of the Catholic Rhineland economy (engineering and electronics, state provision of the ‘German model' also
and the Protestant Ruhr. Southernchemicals, construction, transport). While shape general services and social supports.
Germany had developed its own self- the actual membership strength of GermanHousing is provided through a highly
administering social-economicinstitutions Trade Unionism is not particularly high controlled system of rents and a controlled
inherited from the Guilds of the pre- (259%), it predominatesin the public service housing market. The provision of child-
unification period. These systems were and vanguard industries. In addition, over care, family welfare, education and pen-
united into a somewhat forced national 50% of workers are directly covered by sions are among the most stable, social
system following unification in 1871. collective agreements, while a further and equitable in Europe.

Bismarck's welfare system was simply 250, while not directly covered, are
expanding this already existing complex employed under collective bargaining
of social arrangements into a national conditions automatically applied by
system. Socialists somewhat perverselyemployers following the "norms" set
initially opposed the Bismarck system through collective bargaining for their
because of its'paternalism” This  gector.

opposition later disappeared when Trade |n |arge scale industry (over 2,000
Unions were given a central role in co- employees) Supervisory Boards are
administering it. composed 50:50 of Trade Union and

* The German welfare state, as institu-€mployer representativesMitbestim-
tionalised with German unification in the mung. In smaller companies, worker
1870s, survived and developed to therepresentatives form 1/3 of the Board.
present era unchanged in its essentiall his is matched by workplace Works
structures. Even Hitler made few changesCouncils which have a considerable right
toit, apartfrom replacing the Trade Unions 0f consultation in company decision
with an autocratic "corporatism" and Mmaking.Mitbestimmundas a long tradi-
excluding groups from its benefits on racial tion going back to World War One and its
grounds. The apprenticeship system oféxpansion has always been a centra
today was actually modernised and demand of the unions. Its modern StuC-y ¢ iy most North European countries
perfected in the 1930s under fascism ontured form was introduced in the 19503r(while the more "radical” Bullock Report
the basis of model schools created in theand greatly expanded in the 1970s under "o i o 1o came time was never

Weimar era. The German social model the Brandt/Schmidt Governments. Parity.

i o-determination in the (disgraced) Coal implemented due to Trade Union opposi-
thus pre-dates and has survived a numbef ) . 9 tion to "class collaboration"). Most central
of changes of political regime. and Steel industries was conceded by

. and east European states—which had
Adenauer as guid pro quofor Trade o .
) . evolved historically under Prussian or
Union support for the creation of the Coal

i Habsburg influence and which experi-
. . . and Steel Community (the precursor of . .
regimes. This has included compulsory the EEC) mented with radical forms along Anglo-

membership of Chambers of Industry and Saxon liberal lines in the 1990s after the
Commerce and of Chambers of Trade.* Repeated attempts to change Germarfall of their Soviet communist regimes
These institutions regulate the licensing capitalism into a system more in line with (Poland, Slovenia, Czechia, Slovakia etc.)
of companies, the rules of trade, and Anglo-American liberalism have had —are now slowly evolving back towards
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* German (and North European) forms
of capitalism involve organised collabor-

* Most Western and Northern European
countries have socio-economic systems
derivative of the Guild/Bismarck model.
They differ from the German system in
degree rather thanin principle. Some have
a greater degree of direct State provision
(Scandinavia) or more liberal and less
compulsory structures of delivery (Hol-
land). But tripartite representative struc-
tures in politics, public administration
(shared"consensual" party-based political
directorates) and industry (“industrial
democracy") are common to them all,
regardless of whether the political cultures
are predominantly Catholic or Protestant.
The expansion of the German system of
f'ndustrial democracy-Mitbestimmung-

in 1976 was followed by comparable

* German capitalism has also retained its
essential structure through various political
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north European forms of corporatism.  to the leverage it acquired through thelectual leaders of the 20th century SPD
* The socio-economic structure of threat represented by the existence offromBernsteinto Willi Eichler (who wrote
Soviet Russia—the fourth (silent) social the Godesberg Programme and formed
one itwas in 1915 when it was extolled by partner in Europeap tripa_rtitism. Soci_al Willi Brandt) were absolute Anglophiles
Connolly as one providing a superior Demogracy ha_s declined since the declinebut never staFes_men. The only post-war
material existence and far greater degreé’f Soviet Russia. German socialist statesman, Helmut

of social Security, educational and Skl”lng * Social Democracy, despite its liberal SChrTC}id'F,afo:crrlLer\lNF()ehrmachtoifri]cer{t:lr:]d
supports, and space for cultural universalism, has always struggled with ﬁgna(lj m';?ro?] Iikizr . ?}%ﬂi;‘ ?)?] fir?eowit(:]r
development than that provided by the idea of "Europe” and has tended to » 9

Manchester capitalism. simply 'manage’ the European integrationHathey’, but this was an exception. The
. . : : German 'quality’ national newspapers
process it occasionally inherits. But the

. _GERMAN SOCIALISM European 'project’ was devised primarily ggiijr?t ;?];h;esggt %Fﬁetggggaigﬂg
* If Global Capitalism is the modern by (mostly Catholic Christian Democratic) 9 '

expression of the Lockian/Hobbsian others. The most Social Democratic (andhas spread the Fintan O'Toole/Eddie

Anglo-American Enlightenment and is most Protestant) states (Scandinavia) hav¢|ar;|1 %?sszé:kgc?snmt?r?tlr::asglglrjlstlgv\?:r%sptrﬁé
Anglo-American culture in the modern peen the most reluctant Europeans. The b

world, European Socialism is the modern German SPD initially opposed European credibility of the Irish bailout and recovery.
form of German political culture. integration as a Catholic reactionary * The German Left Party is the remnant

* "Scientific Socialismivas a nineteenth  Project, but embraced it to some extentof German communism. Its position
century German creation. Lenin sought to under Brandt/Schmidt. The SPD is always opposin'g "austerity" .iS as mindless as that
expand itésources and component parts” inclined to dream eastwards. A tradition Of the Irish Left and its support for crisis
to include French radicalism and British of 'National Bolshevism' underlies this, Troikacountries appears purely polemical.
political economy, but Marxism is essen- butthis has never been coherent enough tyVhile the party is based on a now fading
tially German philosophy, all the more so have a practical outcome. Its negative East German resentment at the process of
given the lengths the Germans Marx/ effect has been SPD ambivalence ande-unification, this aspect is fading. But
Engels went to in differentiating the two Suspicions towards deeper Europeanthe Left Party remains a repository of the
(by "inverting the dialectic). integration. The SPD traditionally saw substa}ntlal Qerman communist trad|t|9n
the European project as a Catholic and will continue to play a useful role in
reactionary one. The SPD flourished in this regard. While it is extremely critical
Protestant Germany while struggling to ofthe 'market’, itdoes not seekits abolition,
gain afoothold in Catholic Germany (even and instead seeks its greater regulation.
its highly industrial parts) until the decline The Left Party commands about 8-9% of
f Catholicism in the late 20th century. the popular vote, concentrated mainly in
hese factors are reflected in SPD attitudessome regions of the former East Germany.
inthe currentcrisis, inits moral disapproval
of bailouts, the Irish corporate tax regime, GermMAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS

Germany today is substantially the same

* "Scientific Socialismproduced Social
Democracy which universalised Bis-
marck's welfare state and remains the
essence of the politico-social system of
northern Europe. German Social Demo-
cracy came about as an amalgamation o
the State-orientated socialism of the
Prussian Lassalle's workers' movement
with the 1848-inspired southern Saxon

Liberal sacialists of (Liebknecht et and its general antipathy to the irrespon-* German Christian Democracy (CDU)
iberal socialists of (Liebknecht etc.). sibility of Catholic countries. is not well described as a 'conservative'
* Both the apocalyptic ("revolutionary") party, given the connotations in a British

and Fabian (liberal reformist) aspects of ~_French socialists might seem t0 be ¢,ntext of that term. It actually arose as an
Marxism—as well as its philosophical different, butuntilglobal capitalismended gernative counter-capitalist movement
atheism—were a product of the strong tN€ir national project of "socialismin one (4 \jarxism, initially encouraged by the

Jewish philosophical influence. Its austere COUNtry” in the early 1980s, Mitterand oy rch. with industrialisation it produced

moralising is an inheritance of its Protest- Nimself had been a Eurosceptic and Eurdig \yn, vast social organisations (analog-
antism. The influence of the Russian Minimalist. Then Mitterand—who was s tg the socialist ones, but more similar
Revolution and the removal of the Jews &ways something more complex than ¢, |re|and) and its own labour and Trade

from Europe first undermined, and then SIMPly @ socialist, having been a Vichy ynign movement.
ended, the revolutionary mission of Social ©fficial—drew the lessons from this 1980s The Christian labour movement was
Democracy. The SPD was also crucially €XPerience and made common cause with dominant in the Cathol ) .
weakened after 1945 by the "loss" of someKOh! to build "Social Europe” instead. Predominant in the -atholic regions o
. y i western Germany. In the post-WW!1 crisis
ofits greatest strongholds to East Germany! "€ SPD was appalled atthe Single Market ears. ‘Christian’ workers were often the
(Berlin, Saxon and Thuringia) or to ethnic 2SPect of the project. Mitterand put the years, , :
cleans}ng and absorption into Polandformer Christian Trade Union official, most liable to switch to the Communists,

o i 1t €Specially in centres of heavy industry
Silesia, Breslau/Wroclaw). Jacques Delors, in charge of the project, -
( ) much to the satisfaction of Kohl. such as the Rhineland and Ruhr.

* Since the 1950s North European Social

Democracy has been a conservative forcex German Social Democracy has rarely
tied to the labour movementand managing/been able to grasp Ireland. The Marxist
defending the welfare state and KeynesianKautsky was bewildered (in 1922) by the
consumer capitalism. It is malleable by nationalist and land-and-labour impulses
outside forces—especially liberal universalism of Irish labour—not to mentionits Catholicism
—and most likely to engage in dangerous—and wondered where it was all heading.
projects aimed at spreading Goodness ifWhy couldn't they just be sensible and
the world. It reigned supreme in Northern stay with the obviously more rational
Europe from the 1950s to early 1980s dueBritish movement? The rationalist intel- * Southern German capitalism is over-

* In 1950 Adenauer conceded industrial
democracy Nilitbestimmuny in the coal
and steel and industries (disgraced by
their association with the Third Reich) as
thequid pro qudor Trade Union support
for the European Coal and Steel Com-
munity (forerunner of the EEC), to the
outrage and opposition of the SPD.



whelmingly medium scale and family German reunification in 1990. This viving crew members of the Heinkel
owned. It has evolved from mediaeval benevolence is reflected in Merkel's atti- bomber that crashed off Inishvickillane,
conditions and implements industrial tude to the country, a position she is cur-an island off Kerry he now owned. The
relations structures as a matter of courserently having to defend in coalition nego- German officials were taken aback, but
25% of German workers are organised intiations against the puritanical instincts of the resulting press publicity was a great
Trade Unions, but regionally agreed the Social Democrats. hit. (Similar views of sharing historical
collective agreements apply to over 75%. « perkel is an unusual CDU chancellor fragedy enables a meeting of minds on a

* The CDU can be said to be the party ofas much for being Protestant as Easto@sis of equality.)

corporatist, collaborative capitalism. The German. But, while raised in East Ger- * Haughey cemented the German
party of 'pure capitalism' is the Liberal many, where she participated in socialistorientation of Irish policy with the estab-
FDP, which failed to breach the 5% hurdle movements and institutions, she is thelishment of Social Partnership on the
to enter the Bundestag for the first time in daughter of a Hamburg pastor who movedGerman model. The major principles of
2013. The roots of the FDP are in 19th there for ideological reasons in the early this—as discussed between Haughey and
century Liberal 'Progressivism' which 1950s. The family had been closely Schmidt—are a strong state, class
contained a strong Jewish influence.connected with anti-Nazi Protestant collaboration in social and economic

Liberal (Anglo-Saxon) capitalism is a intellectual circles. development, @sound moneypolicy,
highly voluble interest in Germany but a competitiveness _and effICIer_wy-bas_ed
minority political force. | RELAND AND GERMANY growth, and the building of a social security
* The CDU is not predominantly a Cath- *_!réland has never had a grievance wnh?iatg aSUre_SOUFICeSdaHOV;]I-_ The t(;1en :LISh
Germany. ade Union leadership under the

olic party, though its major single com-
ponent was the old pre-Hitler Catholic * TheYoung Irelandersxtolled German
"Zentrum" It was consciously created as Romanticism and created a lasting Ger-
an ‘inter-confessional' party in 1945. manophile element in Irish national "
) " It Union movement and embraced the
German Protestantism had traditionally Culture.
i . . 7 . strategy offered by Haughey.
been more nationalist and Prussian orient* German academics played acentralrole, . . :
. . : T o . L Irish Republican attitudes to Germany
ated, with Liberal offshoots in majority inrevivingthe Irishlanguage, establishing : ) . . .
) . . . . .~ are devoid of serious 'Nazi' sympathies, as
Catholic regions or traditionally Anglo- itsIndo-European roots and rediscovering . s o
. . . e Irish Catholicism in its vigorous phase
phile regions (Hamburg and the Hanseaticand codifying its grammar.

. : . . was as impervious as German Catholicism
trading ports). The major parties of German=  Connolly and Casement recognised they the attractions of paganism, regardless

Protestantism before 1933 were the right-realities of the 1914 situation and describedys how elaborate its rituals.
wing German National People’s Party andthe war as a British lettonspiracy"to Hauahev's role i a EU .
the National Liberals. Protestant authority destroy the German culture and its poten-, | 20 d"1€Y'S F0l€ I SECUring =17 suppor

was undermined and largely disgraced bytjal to become a common European culture for German re-unification at the Dublin

its more fulsome embracing of the Third Through this they created a robust basisoUMMitin 1990is notforgotten by German

Reich. The fractured Protestant bourgeoisfor the Irish Republican strategy towards Christian Democrats.

overwhelming influence of the Republican
Phil Flynn and a group of Larkinites
marginalised British influences in the Irish

elements rallied to the new CDU after the Europe that remains valid. *f:N h;(r)gge Iris;hI Iostttrg)e rgn ofthcla.ms?h./er?
war as did the Christian (Catholic and « Germany and Austria were tfgallant \?vaere rowt(rch)roswafhe yreSi(:)OuusFI) I-nag r(raIZd
:Drf?tle'litantl? Iabourm_ov?n:jer:ts. Prgte;t]anhmes.. of the 1916 Rising. Ge?mgn benchmarkF; and gnrigched
eft liberalism re-oriented towards the .

SPD. * The anti-Treaty forces were SUbStan'themseres,the Ahern-McCreevy-Harney

tially armed through Joseph Briscoe's
* The German Catholic view of Ireland is German-American business contacts.

well formed. German Catholics are sur-

leadership oversaw a massive dismantling

of German-Irish relations.
* The Free State introduced German

prisingly well informed (far more than j,qstrial and administrative experts as a GERMANY AND THE CRISIS
modern Irish ones) about the role of the ¢, nter-weight to English influences in * Germany has made industrial manu-
Irish saints in bringing Christianity and e project of state building and facturing strength and 'sound money’ the
learning’ to early mediaeval Germany. jnqsrialisation. core values of its recovery strategy for
This is still celebrated throughout Ger- De Valera's role on the international EUrope.

nmuaggrstzl: C?]llj?(t:rrllamzrrfortig?s subject of stage inthe 1930s and his neutrality policy* Germany has focused on the Eurozone

' are inconceivable without the Republican and dominated it, while playing along
* The thoroughly benevolent modern ynderstanding of geopolitics developed with EU structures. All serious and
German Catholic view of Ireland is by Casement-Connolly. substantial developments are occurring in
reflected in Heinrich B6lI'SIrish Diary”  « gh understanding of German history the Eurozone while the EU strains to
(Irisches Tagebughwhich has been yomains the basis for an independent Irishremain a player at the table. Germany for
printed in editions of millions. The modest foreign policy, which can only exist at political reasons must be careful to avoid
Irish contribution to relieving post-war 44 with British intentions in the world. doing anything to disabuse supporters of
distress in Germany is also well known pya,ghey's adeptness at developing theéhe EU of their illusions.

(before the Marshall Plan Ireland was one German orientation of Irish politics has * Germany under Merkel/Schauble

ofthe few countries to respond to pleas forjn ariably included a message of ‘under-leadership created an alliance with France
aid from German Catholic charities). standing' for the German past. On his firstunder Sarkozy to save the Euro. This
* CDU Chancellors have beeninvariably official visit to Germany for an in-depth meant institutionalising the Eurozone

well disposed towards Ireland. In the meeting with Helmut Schmidt in 1981 he outside the EU Treaties through the Fiscal
modern era very few are unaware of insisted that the German Foreign Office Pact, setting fiscal rules to maintain the
Haughey's role in securing EU support for arrange a meeting for him with the sur- value of the Euro and see off the clamour
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for flooding the continent witticheap  SIPTU has now grasped the nettle and iseach improvement and maodification is
money, drawing a clear line that no seeking the development of a German-towards convergence with North European
country (including Greece) would be style dual system of industrial training. norms rather than towards British prac-
expelled from the currency, establishing alrish Labour Party politicians have also tices. Industrial training is a test case in
programme for a full banking union by the been advocating the introduction of a point.

end of 2014 (which is being quietly German-style dual system of apprentice-

implemented in detail), making it clear ship training. SUMMARY
the_lt_ the Euro was more important 'Fhan* It remains to be seen how effective Th_g Germa_n socia_l model, and the
Brmsh_EU member_sh|p and 'doing ihese developments will prove to be. Irish modlfu_ad form it takes in many El_Jropean
everything' to ensure its future. proposals still foresee a predominantly countries, has a strong currency in Ireland

* Despite the highly refined and intel- state-funded system and lack the essentiand @ material basis in the social and
lectually impressive onslaught against it element of compulsory employer regist- Industrial structures developed under
by the Anglo-American interest—as ration with Chambers of Crafts and Social Partnership in Ireland (itself a
articulated by th&inancial Times, WSJ Chambers of Industry which alone can G€rman inspiration) since the late 1980s.

etc.—the Euro has survived and beenensure widespread participation. * |rish Republicanism and some elements
strengthened by the German strategy. The of Irish Socialism have involved strong

widespread derisive babble, forecasting | RELAND AND THE German elements which predispose poli-
the collapse of the Euro and denouncing GERMAN SOCIAL MODEL tical and social developments to converge

German bungling and indecisiveness hasc | ojand developed as an impoverishedWith European socialism.

fallen silent. periphery of the UK economy. Its rudi- * The barriers to the development of the
* The German position will be tested as mentary social provision followed the Irish social model are residual British
the contradictions between the EurozoneBritish model, but in reality was a dys- influence in the Irish social system and
and the "EU" evolve. functional reflection of it. Ireland in the among the academic/media 'elite’.
_ _late 19th century had a density of x The German social model is not a
* Ireland—despite a torrent of negative yqhoyses (and of psychiatric iNStitu- oroduct of German socialism but is best
commentary from academics and the. faati ; ; produ 1all utl
X Y .~ “tionalisation) equivalent to 10 times the |, 4erstood as a consensus between Social
media derivative of Anglo-Saxon 'thinking' pgritish level result of widespread u o us ben !
rish 'evel as a resuft of widespread gng Christian Democrats, similar to the

—reacted poliically to the crisis With _gesitution. development of Irish Social Partnershi
determination to getthroughitand recover. P P

The 2008 decisions of the Fianna Fail-* The Irish welfare system after 1922 which developed also as a consensus.
Green Government were not reversed butdeveloped along British lines but without * German leadership in resolving the Euro
implemented consistently by the succeed-the resources to be as generous. WheRyisis, and in doing so on a basis of
ing Fine Gael-Labour government. An resources allowed, it sought to catch up.industrial strength and 'sound money'
instinct to sail close to the German Thistrend was disrupted by the Haughey/principles, has succeeded to date and
position—a consequence of the EuropeFlynn Social Partnership which started a confirmed the German orientation of Irish
strategy developed in the Haughey yearsdifferent trajectory towards a European- development initiated by Haughey/Flynn
and recently re-articulated by the IIEA Style social security system. Today the jnthe 1980s. Participation centrally in the
chief Brendan Halligan in the face of Irish and British welfare states have further development of the Eurozone is in
Independent House Germanophobia—diverged fundamentally with the former the Irish interest.
was consistently followed through and Providing more substantial cover. Philip O'Connor
has laid the basis for capitalist recovery. Politicians and political strategists are
Irish opinion has rebounded to its default thinking in terms of further divergence  This article is meant to promote
Germanophile position. from Britain and greater convergence with  discussion, and criticisms or other
North European models, but the major comments would be very welcome

ExporTING THE German  Feforms required might require a level gf
political imagination and will which is not
as sufficiently in evidence.

INDUSTRIAL APPRENTICESHIP MODEL

* Anideapopularamong CDU leaders as Look Up the

part of their European recovery strategy is* Ireland does not need to 'import' th

that the German apprenticeship model isGerman model. Through Social Partney- Athol Books
an'exportwinner' that should be introducedship it has developed a substantial welfare archive on the Internet
across the EU. This is now being imple- state, health service, labour market and

mented at a modest level both througheducation/training system of its own|. www.atholbooks.org
bilateral agreements with Italy, Spain, Given that these are recent modificatiofs

Greece and Portugal, as well as through ar creations, many rough edges remain,

substantial EU programme under the which also means the scope for continu¢d SALES

European Social Fund. reform is large. The essential point is that On-line sales of books, pam-
* Elements in Irish business and lIrish the North European orientation developgd ’
Trade Unionism have welcomed this andin the 1990s has struck deep roots whi¢h phlets and magazines:
sought clarification from Government of will not easily be destroyed. These haye httpS://

its stated intention to pursue such anproduced a system which does not negd

approach. While ICTU has been advocat-replacement, but ratherimprovement, afnd www.atholbooks-
ing an expansion of the apprenticeshipis increasingly compatible with the Ger
system along Dutch-Austrian lines (the man and North European social models. Sales-Ol‘g
term 'German’ still sticks in their gullets), For socialists, itisimportantto ensure that




A full transcript of the April cross-
examination of Adams has been published
by Anthony Mcintyre, and also by the
Belfast daily, theBelfast Telegraph As
far as we know, that is the only part of the
proceedings of either trial that has been
published in full.

The Adams Hunt

A serious attempt is being made to Liam Adams was transferred to Belfast,
implicate Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams where he faced trial in April of this year.
ina case of child sex abuse! Those makingrhe trial collapsed on some legal point on
the attempt include Fianna Fail leader April 25th after it had been in progress for
Micheal Martin and hientourage the some time. A second trial was held, and
Irish Independent/Sunday Independenton October 1st Liam Adams was fond
in which Official Republicans play a guilty onall charges by a majority verdict.
prominent part; Dissidents from the
Provisional Republican movement—with ~ The case that Gerry Adams was
Anthony Mcintyre as their voice—who implicated in paedophilia rests entirely on
attack Adams for hijacking the movement the fact that at the first trial he gave
and making peace; and the Belfaisth  evidence in support of his niece, against
Newswhich retains a basically Redmond- his brother. He said that in 2000 his
ite view and resents the growth of a Sinnbrother had admitted to him that he had
Fein milieu all around it and which, under sexually abused Aine. Aine had previously
its lightweight Editor Noel Doran, uses told him that she had been sexually abused

Liam Adams was convicted as a paedo-
phile at the second trial without his
brother's evidence. That might be taken
prima facileas showing that the Prose-
cution found his evidence unsound and
dropped him from the second trial. We do
not know if the prosecution explained
why itwas dropping him. But areading of
the long transcript shows that, if he was
lying, he was extremely inexpert at it, and
had made no preparation for it.

every indirect opportunity which presents by her father, but this was some years afterS

itself to make oblique anti-Sinn Fein she made and thenwithdrew the allegation
propaganda to the police.
This is an incongruous alliance, fed by  The suggestion then, put with particular
conflicting motives. But it exists. vehemence by th8unday Independent
(whose columnist, Eilis 'Hanlon, has had
The publicly-established facts of the a long standing personal animus agains
paedophilia case in which it is being Gerry Adams that is somehow connected

attempted to implicate Gerry Adams are, with the fact that her sister had once beeq

as far as we have been able to ascertaiddams' secretary) is that Adams tried to
them as follows: conceal a child rape. And itis hinted that
In January 1987—that is, 26 years this is only the tip of the iceberg and that
ago—Aine Adams and her mother wenttoProvisional Republicanism was a child
the police in Grosvenor Road, Belfast, sex abuse ring.
and made an allegation of child sex abuse
against Aine's father, Liam, whois Gerry's
brother. They also told Belfast Social authorities considered prosecuting Adams
Services. The following month Aine for withholding information but con-
retracted the allegation, but was told bysidered there were no grounds for it.
the police that it would remain on record.  But the Republican Dissidents, who

Itseems that some years ago the Belfas

Aine was about 14 at this time. Her are out to get Adams because he stoppegl/

allegation referred to an earlier period, the war—whom it seems reasonable to
between her fourth and tenth years. call extremists—Anthony Mclntyre etc.,
The allegation lay unprosecuted on theassisted by Ed Moloney—have devised a
police record for about 20 years. different case against Adams. This is
During this period Liam Adams based on the cross-examination of Adams
separated from his wife, married again, at the first trial by the Defence barrister
and had another family. employed by his brother.
The sense of this seems to be that the
In January 2006 Aine wentto the police cross-examination demonstrates that
again and asked for the allegation to beAdams gave perjured evidence in support
prosecuted. In November 2007, almostof his niece and against his brother, bearing
two years later, the police arrested Liamout their contention that lying is second
Adams. They questioned him about thenature to him. By deception he took
allegations. He denied everything andcontrol of the Provisional war effort and
moved to the South. by deception he entangled it in the peace
A year after that, in December 2009, process. And now he has been shown
Aine went on British television with the under oath to be a liar.
allegation against her father, thus dis- If a plausible legal case can be made
carding her right to anonymity. that Adams withheld information from
In March 2010 Liam Adams was the police in breach of law, or that he gave
arrested in the South on an extraditionperjured evidence, then he would be
warrant. He appealed against extradition prosecuted. Powerful interests in North
The appeal was rejected in October 2011and South would love to bring him down.

The job of Liam Adams' Defence Coun-

el, Eilis McDermott QC, was to discredit
Gerry's testimony that his brother had
admitted to him that he had abused Aine.
She putit to him that, if Liam had made an
admission he would have reported it to the
olice, as he was legally bound to do. His
explanation was that the matter lay with
Aine, who was an adult, and that she was
rying to resolve the matter informally.

The barrister naturally tried to confine

him to Yes/No answers to pointed ques-
tions, and to prevent explanations as being
beside the point. Itwas a tricky operation,
and she herself sometimes went wide of
per mark with her questions. Adams
protested and the Judge, Deputy Recorder
Corinne Philpott, ruled in his favour a
number of times.

Liam Adams got a job working with

oung people at the Clonard Monastery

and the Blackie Centre. Gerry said he

advised againstit because of the allegations
and he also spoke to the Clonard

authorities:

"Question: Of course it shouldn't be a
matter, should it, of you or anyone else
telling a person who is suspected of being
asexual abuser of childrenthat you though
they shouldn't be working there? It was
within your power to make sure that he
wasn't working there.

Answer:...As you know, Liam denies
this allegation... And | didn't bring it to
Liam's attention in a, you know, a dictate
sort of way...

Q. What about the police? Did you
bring it to their attention?

A. | didn't, because at that point Aine
was an adult. This, insofar as we know it,
was a legacy issue. | am not Aine's
parent. | am an uncle and she has many
uncles. And | was doing my best to
resolve these matters in a way that helped
Aine, but also, if | may say so, in a way
which allowed Liam to get rid of these
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demons.

Q. Mr. Adams, this is not about your
niece Aine, it's not about your brother
getting rid of his demons. This is about
the protection of children and young
people in your constituency, in a youth
club associated with Clonard Monastery
with which you had a very close
connection.

A. | have answered that question, |
think, and if  may say so, this is all about
Aine...

Q. So you decided that you would be

considering her evidence has been thatbarrister to be one-sided—but the Judge
she reported it to begin with because shetgok account of the continued existence of
was worried about Clare [her half-sister o family as a social body.

in her father's second marriage]. So | - . .
think your question, these are difficult Family life has continued in the North

issues, but | think he is entitled to answer despite the War—or because of it—while
that question, so long as he doesn't strayit was undergoing a process of dissolution
completely out of it." (at least officially) into individualism in
the South.
Adams was then brought back and
giveninstructions limiting his answer, but  Eilis O'Hanlon is a Northerner who has
told at the same time that it must be hislived for a long time in the South and kept
own answer. He said that his answerpace withits progress. She has been out of

the arbiter of whether he posed a danger... . ) ! -
A. 1don't know how many times, your Would be that it was because of Aine thatsympathy with the society she left, and

Honour, | have to repeat the point that | he urged his brother to leave the youthshe is affronted when members of that
broughtitto the attention to the authorities club. The jury is brought back and he society, having achieved something at
in Clonard. . _ gives the answer as agreed. home, become active in the affairs of the
Q. ...The police is the civil authority South. Inthe South people have progressed
aanu\(/jvass;iﬁhgtttt\llr\/ngllrll\ﬂcs:l&r:gg}mott Defence Counsel then putsitto Adamsto being"damaged souls'through the
althouggh it V\E)asri't préceeded with, it is that Liam left the youth club because of a enlightening developments of the past

fair to say the police did have information frozen shoulder, that the conversation ingeneration—echoes of President Clinton's

about an allegation in 1987.

Ms McDermott:Yes, but the police—
sorry

Judge:Although it was not proceeded
with, they still had the information.

Ms McD: What the police didn't have,
of course, Mr. Adams, if the evidence
you are giving today is true, is the inform-

ationthat, notonly was there an allegation,
but the person againstwhom the allegation

was made has admitted it to you right in
the middle of the period that he's working
in Clonard youth centre..."

Adams replied that the Clonard authori-

ties and the Social Services knew of the

allegation. A wrangle followed, which is

ended by the Judge telling the barrister,

"Jut keep to the issues:

The Judge asked Adams if he ever said

to Liam that he'd go to the police if Liam
didn't get out of Clonard. Adams replied
that he didn't, but he said to Liam that, if
the matter wasn't dealt with, it would
probably end up with the police.

Adams later persuaded his brother to

leave Clonard:
"Q: And why did you persuade him to

leave if you didn't think he represented a

danger.
A: Because Aine was increasingly

disappointed with the fact that she had matter out within the family would not be

got—
Q. Mr. Adams——

A: | am giving you my answer please.
Judge: | think this will have to be, he
is entitled to give the answer to that

question."

Defence Counsel did not agree. Thevirtual member of the family insofar as it
Jury was sent out, as was Adams, whilecontinues to exist. That is the position in

The ‘]UdgeEngland, where the subversion of the 4

the matter was argued out.
concluded:
Q: "Well Ms McDermott, | don'tknow

was all going to come out.

which Adams claimed that Liam admitted smugness about being'laroken spirit"

sexual interference with Aine never after his encounters with Monica! And it
happened, and that Adams invented it tois just too much for her when those
save his political skin because he knew itNortherners with their unsophisticated,
and undamaged souls, and their un-

The reasoning behind the latter assertionembarrassed family values, follow her
is unclear. Adams reply was: down to Dublin.

"If | had been interested in saving my  When Aine told her uncle that her father
political skin, | would not have got had interfered with her sexually:
involved in this process at the beginning "We never discussed the detail of her
and tried to fulfil my responsibility as an allegation... Let me say | didn't want to
uncle for ayoung woman who lamvery  ynow the detail, and | consciously
fond of and I have a large family and I (pecause this is a dreadful thing that

would not have tried to do my best to  gjiegedly happened) didn't want to know
resolve this in the way | outlined to you  {ne details..."

earlier. Thisis above politics and saving
my political skin is no consideration
whatsoever in any of these matters."

How backward! How incredible to the
damaged souls which revel in such detall,

] ) ) having discarded their prudery inthe great
Itis hardly disputable that if, a quarter yepate that preceded the abortion
of a century ago, when he had a war t0,sferendum.

run—whether politically or militarily—
he had refused to have any thing to do with
this mess that had arisen in his family, the
paedophile mud-slinging of Micheal
Martin etc. would have nothing to go on
today.

Did Adams know that Aine claimed
that her father had oral sex with her? They
didn't discuss the details. If she had doe
s0, he could be prosecuted for withholding
. . information. Oral sex is rape and may not
Su?ggct'f itnhsetitf&?;'r']y iza?hgogubgiccoz‘ﬁn: be sorted out within the family. (Itwill be
during that period. his attempt to sort the news to President Clinton that oral sex is

uring P ' P sex:"l did not have sex with that womah”
Much of the cross-examination had to

seen as possible grounds for a criminaldo with places and dates over a twenty

s oo a1 s Yesr perod adams id ot hav 3
P ged p Lo . .recollection of the precise detail of many
customary to describe it as the basic unit

of society. Today the single individual is things which he had a general sense of.
. Today ge : |There was some argument about the
the social unit and the policeman is a

difference between a recollection and a
sense.
Obviously Adams had not kept a

. ) : tailed daily journal of all his doings
family has been going on for a long time, during those twenty years!

what he is going to say, but it may be that and Southern Ireland is following suit to a

in the light of the fact that Aine was still !arge extent. [tis very much less th_e case
exercised, to putit neutrally, over this, he in the North.  Defence Counsel did her

knew it would be better if his brother best to reduce society to the individual
wasn't working in this youth club, andthelaw—itisthe business of abriefed

He tried to introduce a sense of reality:

"If you recall, these were the years in
which cessations were being arranged, in
which talks were opened up, in which the
Good Friday Agreement was negotiated,



and so on. | give it not as a reason but

an explanation. And | should also note been pub“shed as far as we know.
that the RUC at that time had—I was

advised had a statement and that th
Social Services had been given an

account.
Miss McD: Mr. Adams | asked you

nothing about the RUC or Social that he had done it.
Services... and the GFA wasn't being

negotiated in 1987, was it?
A. The GFA wasn't but the peac
process was.

Q. The peace process had begun then

had it?
A: Well the history of that is now well

asvas convicted by majority verdicthas not | chose to help and to try to do what
It Aine asked. When that process eventually
appears to have been a simple confrgntfailed because Liam failed to co-operate,

Cation between father and daughter inwhjchAine went to the PSNI.

atl
the daughter went to law only because the | ihen also went to the PSNI. | co-
operated with the police, and the Public

father would not make a private admissipn
Prosecution Service and | testified in court

If the complaint was made in the firgt against my brother.

instance out of concern for the daughtgrs ] o
ofthe second family, the way thingsturnpd _ When Liam made an admission to me
outwas that those daughters gave evidgnc8' @buse, he did not give any detail and
in supportoftheir father. And no allegatipn Minimised the extent of the abuse.

was made against the father during the He also subsequently denied this on

e

known, and you don't need me to take quarter century after 1987, though he hadevery occasion, including in the court.

you through the dates involved.

Q. No, I'm not asking about the history

of the peace process, Mr. Adams..."
But she had asked, hadn't she?

According to Anthony Mclintyre and have kept his nose clean.

worked in youth clubs. ) Mr Cooper’s political agenda is further

One can understand that the passiof o{;gerlined by his attempts to draw com-
those in the North who blame Adams for 3 isons between this family situation and
ending the War knows no bounds. But e mannerinwhich the Catholic hierarchy
surely the leader of Fianna Fail might yeqt with the issue of abuse. There is no
comparison.

Ed Moloney, Adams was at that time, npt

only negotiating the peace process,
was at the same time running the w
militarily and manoeuvering his Army
towards peace by skilful deception. Af
they find it incredible that he should n
have a clear recollection of times a
places of discussions within the Adan
family about matters which he took to K
family matters.

He said he distanced himselffrom Lia
after the allegation was made, but Defer]
Counsel found that he had appeared w
Liam on family occasions. Did that prov
that he had not distanced himself?
depends on what you understand a fan
to be.

Liamwas mentioned, along with other]
in a Foreword to Adams' first bodiefore
The Dawn Adams said what he regrettd
was mentioning his father in that Prefa
because he was later told by one of

The Catholic hierarchy presided over

ut S
institutional abuse for decades.
ar Report: Gerry Adams, Letter o
in Irish Examiner They swore victims of abuse to secrecy.
d They set out to cover up wrongdoing,

silence victims and deny them justice,
whereas in this tragic case, the abuse was
reported to the RUC and Social Services
asfarbackas 1987 and | soughtatall times
to support the victim.

t Adams: "I did all I could do
g to help my abused niece"

€ "In his column (Irish Examiner, Oct

18), Matt Cooper seeks to rewrite the
M record of the events connected with a Asregards Liam Adams’sinvolvement
Cefamily tragedy to fit his own political in Sinn Féin, the party detailed this when
'thopinion, this story became public. Sinn Féin was

Mr Cooper's distortion of the facts of not aware of any allegations against Liam

this case are highlighted by his referenceda@ms and had no role in what part of
towhat he terms my “gross misjudgment™ !réland he chose to live.

... “greatly delayed reporting of his niece’'s  To compare Sinn Féin to the Catholic
" allegations” ... and my ... “failures in Church moving priests they knew were
d dealing appropriately” with this situation. involved in abuse is simply ridiculous.

he For_the record, there.were two phases  Finally, Matt Cooper’s use of vituper-
histo my involvement in this tragedy. ative language in describing as ‘whinge-

— O
=

<

U

many brothers that he had been sexuglly Thefirst,in 1987, when I learned of the ing’ my efforts to argue for a modicum of

abused by his father.

Adams was dropped by the Prosecuti
in the second trial. A reading of the cros
examination does not suggest that t

was because of a suspicion that he gavehe Social Services.

false testimony in support of his niece. H
had not wanted to go into details with h
niece, and probably she had not wantec
either, and presumably the same thi
went for his brother. Gerry Adamj
evidence was vague. And whether he w
Chief of Staff of the IRA or not, he ha

ample reason for not keeping a detailed

account of family conversations.

At the time of going to press, followin
newspaper campaigns, four offici
agencies in Northern Ireland are invest
ating whether Gerry Adams has a case
answer about withholding informatio
from the police.

1

abuse perpetrated against my niece Ainebalance in media coverage of what is a
bnby her father Liam. deeply distressing issue for my wider

s-  Atthattime Aine and her mother Sally family, merely serves to highlight my
nishad already reported it to the RUC and toPoint.

| find his judgemental and provocative
1e They gave both agencies the full detail. tone both inappropriate and offensive.
IS | never had that detail. Aine was a minor Itis a good thing that, to my knowledge,

ntgoat this time. _ ~ he has not had to deal with such issues.
.~ Whydidthe RUC or the Social Services Those who have, and who have been in
UL investigate her complaint? _ touch with me, have been more under-
’ The second phase was when Ainestanding than Mr Cooper of the effect
N returned to Ireland as an adult. She cameypyse has on a family.
~~'to me.

| offered to go to the police with her if

she wanted, but she asked me to arrangegbviously because of me

| meeting between her and her father; for '
g- him to admit to what he had done; to At least Matt Cooper is, shamefully,
toacknowledge that she had told the truth;clear about that.
h and to apologise.

Of course | could have told her there

The disproportionate attention by some
elements of the media on this case is

Gerry Adams TD"
Irish Examiner
28th October 2013

A transcript of the trial in which Liam

was nothing | could do.
21



22

shaken by all actual experience. Harris
. . | should explain that, from the moment does not do analysis—he does denun-
Harris On Harris | first came across him in the mid 60s, he ciation and castigation.
) ~always struck me as a 'bit touched' as they
Eoghan Harris presented a self diag-ysed to say where | come from about a  But reality intervened to unravel and
nosis of his mental health issues and howgetain type of person. But such idio- wreck the original scheme. The crisis in
he overcame them in a piece headdty: gy ncrasy in itself is not usually a problem the North blew apart the accepted dogmas
way out of the dark wodd(Sunday o the person or those around him..  about that situation and resulted in a crazy
Independent 6 October 2013.) He gyt Harris was different. For a start, he 'Stickie' War that was abandoned in the
dismisses the case that puts emphasis 08gemed to be living in atime warp, reliving disaster of Aldershot. The Provos took
social causes for such problems andyyar of Independence episodes and takingover the real war and gave it direction,
chooses the purely medical/chemical great pride in the annual harassing thatpurpose and eventual success. Harris can
argumentas the main cause. Buthe tries a5 visited on elderly Poppy sellers in only denounce, castigate and demonise
have it both ways: Cork city by asmall group of Republicans. them but cannot explain what happened.
"By and large, | believe that while the The sellers at that time seemed to beThe guiding light from Moscow dimmed
gggseisnof g:;;‘;i'l 'mﬁ? Ci? it;]e Sboué'gldgenuine remnants of WW I. This pathetic and extinguished itself and his response
presgsurespj the actual attagk itselfinvolvesaCtiVity was_peinted by him in colours were to castigate and denounce socialism.
a chemical malfunction of the brain. So0mewhat similar to the Battle of Cross- Again, no actual analysis of why and what
Accordingly, | broadly support the barry. And his petty victories were all actually happened in the Soviet Union.
medical model of mental illness." declaimed by him in full military regalia This castigating and damning became
(an FCA uniform) in University College, a form of self-loathing of himself for
Cork. having made political choices that ended
L . To me that War was over and won ain cul de sacsHis formula was to now
Processes and IS simply trlggered by tr!elong time ago and the society had pro-preach the opposite of what he had
explosive material that has built up and it 4resseq and was progressing to other thingreviously proclaimed—as thatwas bound
is this that is the real issue. Haris IS on the basis of that victory. | knew people g right. Justturn your views upside down
making the case for the non-medical who had actually fought in that War and 4 you can't go wrong! That is the real
approach without seeming to realise it. they all felt the same way. Harris was part source of his mental anguish
He is of course forever associated with of a quite different political culture that '
the 'Stickie' political phenomenon which had not evolved with that of mainstream
he helped create and make into a politicalPolitical developments. Politics had moved
force. ~And he makes the point that: (r)]ndbut het 3?? h||st c_ollea_guets h(?d not—o0r 1 4 commentators last yealhose Past
"Significantly, after | packed in socialism, Na¢ dreat diificUy INTYING 10.do S0 p vvay2by Jude Collins published
and resigned from the Workers' Party, | by History Press Ireland), he specificall
never again had another severe attack." Then| became_a‘ware of the grand planrg}ected )t/he two nationg viewpand the);
This would seem to confirm quite to transform Harris's type of politics into argued himself into claiming that for

conclusively that non-medical issues were >0¢ialism. His brand of Irish Republican-yq the Somme, despite the horror of it,

the dominant factor in his case and thattheS™ Was to be the vehicle for Irish represents a somewhat benign tradition,
Workers' Party is the actual issue that C0MMmunism. It seemed crazy to me— g channel to actually talk and bring the
matters here. trying to make a silk purse out of a sow'stwo traditions together because of the
It would follow therefore that his (e:ar. The Iittrl]edmatter of thg \(/jvz_aydlri_shc?fmm?r? stLJJffe_ring_...tThe Stotr_nme,aslsaid
e . ommunists had not succeeded in doingoffers the benign interpretation.
:(rj]r(‘jrnsizor;)zeiir:]sl;?ait ntth ; rg\r/g:;firs npg?ythis in nearly fifty years was glossed over.  Any person who can put benign and the
socialism is what he needs to analyse inButthat_wa_s the first question that neededSOmmMe in the samelse.ntence must surely
some depth. But not a bit of i answering if anew way had been found tohave a brain that is in some form of
But surely another conclusion follows, do what they had_ fa|led to d_o. melidown. There is the most ObVIOl-JS fact
in fairness to him, that the Workers' Party _I never re_call it being a issue for the thatthecomrf]on s_l_Jffer!ngﬂatentnymIed
had a lot to answer for as regards theStickies. It did not seem to even occur tot0 bring the'traditions’ together at the
history of his mental state. But the Harris _them as an question t_h_at ”e?ded _answerﬂme an_d talking abeut it 100 years I_at.er 1S
ego is too big to let such little things as Ing. But what qualltles did Mick o' hardly Ilkely to.ach|eve what the original
Socialism and his quarter of a century's Riordan lack that Harris and company slaughtering failed to do. The mind boggles
political activity be considered as in any had? at the thought that anyone should think

! ) o . . that a joint enterprise of killing Germans
way deserving of analysis to explain his - The grand plan involved a new version a4 peing killed by them could be seen as
mental health issues. Only Harns mattersof Irish history. A version that had to be 4 ‘benign opportunity then or now to
for Harris and only Harris himself eould _Concoc_ted' And this was done by the bring the'two traditions'together.
be the cause, and the cure, of his ownindustrious Desmond Greaves on behalf
mental health problems. What a guy! of the CPGB. A central feature of this  Harris thought he had found the key to

Itis quite understandable that the whole concoction was turning Connolly into an Political success and was in the driving
Stickie philosophy helped causea membarish Lenin. It was developed from this Seat towards a brave new world, but it all
a mental health problem and, if Harris standpoint and needed a series of dogmagrashed and he s leftamidstthe wreckage.
analysed it and explained it ‘from the to make it work. And, when it came to But, it must be admitted, not all was
inside’, many people could probably relate dogmas, there was no better man tharflestroyed—his ego has remained intact
to it and find it personally useful. Butvery Harris. Though he has done political Which it must be admitted is some
few can relate to a purely personal medicalsomersaults, the same dogmatic approaci@chievement and a wonder to behold.
problem as Harris seeks to paint the issuehas survived in pristine condition, un- Jack Lane

This surely means that an attack is the
end-product of other more profound

For example, in a contribution to a
(collection of articles by various political



- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

reported that “Mr Cosgrave received a Briain's papers for (payment) for trans-
Letter submitted to  Irish Times, 27.10.13 standing ovation after his 15-minute portation from London's Euston Station to
speech.” There have, of course, been pas€ork via Kingstown (now Dunlaoghaire.)

Labour Party leaders of varying calibre, In fact at Holyhead, MacSwiney's
Cosgrave On but if the Party’s Larkinite leader, the late brothers and sisters, who had intended to
Ruthlessness Frank Cluskey, had been confronted with accompany the body to Dublin, were taken

. p such a provocation, it would not have by force fromthe train, and the body taken
‘ru%?gs?sr’ tsiit;]—ii(ijlzjnegr S\I;T %gsérgyé been in orde_r to give_an ovation that he separately direct to Cork. .According. to
X . , would have risen to his feet. Dorothy Macardle ("The Irish Republic")

{ﬁ;@ﬁgebpyoﬂlss Zgg;énghzz?nﬂ’];?e Manus O’Riordan this was the result of intervention by Field
u . . Marshal Sir Henry Wilson.
offou egulars inresponse o the murder Some Unpublished Leters 14.10.13rsh Times
of Cork TD Sean Hales in December by Donal Kennedy :
1922" and quotes Liam Cosgrave as Redmond's FO”y De Valera in Context
recalling: “Of course there was an outcry . . . For years lazy commentators have
against it. It was quite unusual in every Fallai Mhic Reamoinn? parroted a sneer about Eamon de Valera's
respect. But it was the lasttime a TDwas The commemorative wall, engraved SPe_eCh On_St Patrick's Day 19‘_131 the
shot. ... until later, Kevin O’Higgins.” But  with the names of over 1,100 Waterford Fiftieth Anniversary of the foundation of
the executions had begun prior to that. In men who died serving with the Brit- he Gaelic League. The League's co-
his 2005 memoirs, another former Fine ish Forces in the First World War shouldounder, Douglas Hyde was, in 1943
Gael Taoiseach, Garret FitzGerald, wrote be copied in other Irish cities President of Ireland.
of a November 1922 execution: “Erskine and towns. That was the Irish context.
Childers was found guilty of what had Many, perhaps most, of the men The international context is just as
s raie 3 capt Ofncebeng n conmen e Stared Jhn Rednond 1. o ofworducs ke

i elusion that killing Germans, Austrians _ nfli ory,
EZZﬁesf,fr? tco)fh?mstr)r;laél:(;ﬁi\;lzl\llg:‘;rl;aetf:raed and Turks would advance the cause ofSuggesting that the Devil indeed finds
this. Itis difficult to acquit the government  1ish self-government. workfor dle hands. Families with hungry
of prejudice against Childers, an English- _ | would Christen the Waterford wall bellies and idle hands during the Great
man who had, absurdly, beén suspectedRedmond'S Folly, and those yet to beDepressionwould have considered "frugal

I . " erected in Limerick and other places Fallaicomfort” an impossible dream then. And
by Griffith of being a British agent, .. "o -0 P many, not only in Ireland, but in the US,

engaged in fomenting a civil war in order lwould also have blank walls erecteBritain and continental Europe, never mind
to give the British a chance to bring thelr dedicated to the nameless Germanghe "Third World" would so consider it
troops back to Ireland to restore peace in asrians and Turks killed by my deluded today.

the country” compatriots in that conflict . After all, It should not be impossible for your
The fact that his own father, Desmond,yyhat harm did they ever inflict, or intend readers, or you, Dear Editor, to read Dev's

had also been a member of that samexg inflict, on Ireland. message and consider whether itwas really

Cosgrave government did not prevent 10.10.13, Irish Independent SO silly.

Garret FitzGerald providing a more Another Son}extdis Dev;]sGrecord. He

nuanced narrative of the Civil War, but . , was returned to lead ten Irish Governments

perhaps he would be considered a dissident! ©'€"'c€ MacSwiney's Funeral following democratic elections. When the

in today’s Fine Gael. But what has the _ Oliver O'Hanlon (Anlrishman’'s Diary, Irish electors looked into their hearts in
Labour Party to say when Liam Cosgrave Oct. 14) recalls the 1920 death and funerathe privacy of the voting booths, more
also pronounces on labour history? Garret©f Lor(_j Mayor of Cork, Terence often than not they backed Dev.
FitzGerald had noted another ‘ruthless’ MacSwiney andthe role of Art O Briainin  (Admirers of Winston Churchill must
Free State pioneer: “Joe McGrath had London in keeping the world's media concede that their hero  but once led his
been appointed by Collins as director of informed of the course of his hungerstrlkeparty (in 1951) to a General Election
: . . . Brixton Prison. victory. Even then, the Labour Party led
intelligence in 1922 and was putin charge n y ' y
of Oriel House in Westland Row. which - The London stage of the funeraby Attlee secured some hundreds of
. e included Requiem Mass in Southwark thousands more votes than Churchill's
had a bad reputation for ill-treating cathegral, a marching Guard of Honour Conservative Party.)
prisoners.” Atlastyear's 85thanniversary of yniformed IRA from the First Cork  Those with a nose for sentimental guff
celebrations of the ESB held at the grigade and numerous Mayors, Aldermenmight read Michael Collins's story of
Ardnacrusha power station, Mr Cosgrave and Councillors from London Boroughs walking with some of his young friends in
had remarked: “When the work started, in full regalia. These included the Mayor Shepherd's Bush, when a man with a
Larkin, who had come back from America, of Stepney, Major Clement Attlee, who donkey and cart turned a corner. They all
tried to disrupt it and sent down key men included a photograph of his participation cheered, as it reminded them of home.
to instigate strength. In charge of work- in his memoirs. Donkeys became part of the Irish scene
force was Joe McGrath, who would take Extensive British Pathe newsreebnly during the Patriot's father's life.  In
lip from nobody, and he knocked out footage of the London and Cork stages ofthe 1830s a donkey could fetch £30 in
Larkin’'s men when he saw them, and the the funeral are accessible on the InternetKilkenny The shortage of Irish Horses
strike finished.” [rish Times July 27,  The final shotindicates the media interestfollowing the Napoleonic Wars, created a
2012). It was reported that Labour Energy in the event, as the grave is obscured bymarket for donkeys. Rarely seen today on
Minister Pat Rabbitte “smiled wryly as humerous photographers operating theiflrish farms, they appear to have found
the former Taoiseach took a swipe at hand-cranked movie cameras. ~ niches in politics, academia and media.
Labouricon Jim Larkin”, while you further Mr O'Hanlon refers to the receipt in O 23.10.13]rish Examiner
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That is how the Party System started ingovernment in which power resides in
England. It took another five hundred thepeople and is exercised by them either

Does years or so before the English stoppeddirectly or by means of elected
It their nasty habit of prosecuting fallen representatives".

Stack Prime Ministers for Treason. To thisday = Wethe people do not exercise the power
Up 5 in England, the party not in power calls to govern, nor do we elect our represent-

itself the "Loyal Opposition" so as to atives. We are given to think we elect our
forestall any attempts to call the opposition representatives but quite clearly, as | have
DEMOCRACY . WHAT DEMOCRACY ? treasonous. shown, we elect Party representatives.
_ Whatis calleddemocracyinlreland, as a5 the "Mother of Parliaments” We as a people have power to change the
in other English-speaking countries, is ay a5 snawned her awful likeness in coun-size of Parties in Local Authorities or in
web of deceit woven by politicians for yeq in the English speaking world the Dail. That is the only power we have.
their own selfish purposes as a Class'including Ireland. It has nothing to do with government or
Democracy has nothing to do with govern- ruling by the people.
ment by the people. Yes, the people getto |, |rajand—to be elected to Local  Politicians themselves recognise that
vote, but when they vote—and on what  qrities or to Dail Eireann—a candi- pre-election promises are simply a ruse to
issues the people vote—are decided byyaie should first join one of the political get Party representatives elected. Former
polltlt_:lans to suit themselves. The_ main parties. The next thing is to lobby within Taoiseach Séan Lemass said the Election
function of the people, as far as politics i ye chosen party for a nomination to the Manifesto is torn up on the day of the
concerned, is to pay taxes. In réturn for oo ention which is held by each Party to count. At this present time both Taoiseach
paying f[axes,the pe_ople are pr_owded W'thelect the candidates who will be put Enda Kenny, Fine Gael TD, and Eamon
an illusion of security and as little health ¢\ 54 to the Returning Officer as Party Gilmore, Labour TD, are openly rejecting
services as is possible and a semblance ok 5 gigates. Much lobbying is needed their pre-election promises, made in their
education. ) behind the scenes to get onto the ballotrespective Election Manifestos. So the
In Ireland, the Local Elections are to ,n0r 1y this route. Another route is to people's power to elect Party represent-
take place next year, 2014. Or not, if the yo.5me'a public celebrity and, as a resultatives is shown to be just that and no more.
politicians so decide. Local Elections have ¢y a1 15 arrange to be put on the ballotCertainly not the power to govern
been deferred several timesinthe past. Ay her by party Headquarters. Sometimeghemselves.
Independent candidate can go forward, e the heads of, and in spite of, local Just to be certain that the people will
and enrol her/his name with the Retuming p v officers. Thisis callégarachuting ~ have no influence in their government,
Officer but such a candidate has notmuchj,. 5 candidate. A third way to be put on there is afurtherlayer ofinsulation inserted
chance of being elected by public vote yo 16t paper by a Party is to be anby the politicians at both local level and in
and, evenifelected, has norealistic chance,isiing member of the Local Authority the national parliament. At local level the
of being effective as a public representative o i “some go on for years by this route elected representatives as such have
because of théParty S_ystem _ . suchas Taoiseach Enda Kenny, Fine GaeVirtually no power. The power resides by
The Party System is a Machiavellian 5 '\ has been a member of the Daillaw in the Manager who is responsible not
English invention, which arose out of the ¢, 43 years. to the Local Council but to the public
cabals and conspiracies which governed oo mpers of the general public, theservants in the Department of Local
England with or without a monarch ever ,,,ier have no say in who will be on the Government, which is normally headed
since the row between the murderer King o0 naners. It is even possible for the by the Minister for Local Government
John and his barons. They purported o, e 5 have no say in who gets elected.who is a Party man.
settle their differences at Runnymede onTsis que to the English model of voting. ~ At national level the Government
15th June 1215 whelagna Cartawas g Engjish do notlike to think of a public consists of TDs appointed by the
signed. Twenty-five barons were appoint- expression of dissent and so there is noTaoiseach, who is himself elected by the
ed (ellected?) by the othersto supervise the, oyision in our voting system for a NO Party TDs in Dail Eireann. This is enabled
King’s observance of the Magna Carta., e against a disliked candidate. If the by the Constitution of Ireland which
Thetwenty-five baronswere called Guard- ,  \her of candidates on the ballot paperprovides thatthe Government shall consist
lans of the Realm. However, some_how, is equal to, or less than, the number ofof not more than 15 members from Dail
King John got the Pope to absolve him of .o cies to be filled then the candidateEireann and Seanad Eireann. Not more
his oath and Johnrepudiated Magna Cartgy i pe elected, no matter how few votes than two from Seanad Eireann. (Article
and war followed. . . they each get. (This is to assume each28). The Taoiseach has absolute power to
Inevitably, John died. His son at 10 .5, qigate will have at least one vote: his/appoint and dismiss Ministers and so it is

years of age was conveniently Sworn inp o oy vote.). Party rule. The Party of the Taoiseach,
(Oaths are big in English history) under that is.

the Earl of Pembroke as Regent who con- By not having the facility to vote NO
e o o o s oo & a1 1 pEGp anc very ity o
who had nominated LOU'SZ son thhe ng ; . P . democracy no matter how the definition
of France, to be the English King. Louis Which the public has an aversion to. And .
S . of democracy is stretched.

and the group of barons were defeated. Irinevitably candidates are elected who have
1220 Hubert de Burgh, Grand Justiciar previously exhibited gross incompetence A further layer of government is the
succeeded Pembroke as Regent and i®r even corruption in public office. power of each Minister to rule by regul-
1225 (before the young King Henry had, ation. Up to one thousand regulations
as they say, attained 'Years of Discretion’) It is not democracy. The English in each year are made by Party Ministers.
a Parliament was called of the senior their Oxford Dictionary define Democracy Thus most of what is the law of the land is
nobility. as"Government by the people; a form of made, not by the Oireachtas, but by

It is definitely not rule by or on behalf



Ministerial Regulation. It is doubtful i

this tsunami of legislation was ever TRADE UNION NOTES

envisaged by the Constitution of Ireland
anditis certainly not part of any democralic SIPTU Conference

process. The whole Party System,
legislative system and the executi

system of government in Ireland does fiotbargaining with "massive resistance'

stack up. Itis difficult to see how it can g
be rectified, given the proclivity of ou
existing politicians to protect their ow
and their Party interest.

THE BUDGET

The annual Budget day has been
reduced to a farce. On ce upon a time the
Minister for Finance stood up in the Dail
and read out his Budget Statement for the
year. The full statement was faithfully
reproduced the following day in each of
the newspapers verbatim. And, after weeks
of debate in the Dail and Seanad, the
Finance Act was passed. The Finance Act
was then law.

This year we had readings by in effect,
two Finance Ministers. The readings were
then interpreted by journalists in the print
and broadcast media and on the internet.
What was read out by the Ministers was,
it seems, wishful thinking because, since
this Government came into power, the
actual outcome of incomes and
expenditures in each Departmentbore only
a vague resemblance to the budgets. The
Health budget is almost meaningless in
view of the hundreds of millions of Euros
gone astray since last year's Budget. It is
out of control. Then there was the fiction
which, until a few months ago, was called
the Budget Deficit. Countless hours of
media comment speculated uselessly on
whether the Deficit should be €3.1bn or
€2.5bn. Then the "Deficit" was changed
to "Adjustment". Adjustment of what was
not explained by anyone. And the latest
expression for the "Deficit" is "fiscal
consolidation measure".

What a load of horse manure! What do
they mean by the €3.1bnor€2.5bn? When
we are also told the State has been
overspending and borrowing at the rate of
a billion a month—12bn a year.

Whatis clear is that the State's finances
are a shambles. Accurate record-keeping
is quite literally mediaeval—the State
followed the UK in its methods of record-
keeping because the Civil Service in
Ireland knew no better. In 1490 or there-
abouts Fra Luca Paciolli wrote a treatise
on the State of Venice's book-keeping and
it has ever since been used by businesses
because of its accuracy. Five hundred
years later—is it not time our State caught
up?

he The "establishment" will meet moves
e to legislate for workers' right to collective

II' SIPTU Vice President, Patricia King told

I the union's Biennial Delegate Conferende

N on Wednesday, 9th October, in th

A1%

they cannot make a monopoly for that is
take away free trade which is the birthrig
of every subject.

\ "In addition, the activity of townsme

directed towards downing local by-law
showed which way trade winds we|
blowing in certain boroughswhere
gildsmen, in overriding qgild laws, di

GUILDS continued

to
ht

Michael Stack ©

Mansion House, Dublin.

She said that Government moves {0
give effect to a promise in the joint Prog}
ramme for Government to enact legalisa
tion on collective bargaining would marK
a"turning point for workers".

She acknowledged the legal complex
ities that exist around the collective
bargaining issue, but said that the trade Inthe early 19th century, Wells was the
unions had to get to a place where theyscene, it is said, of rioting almost nightly
secure something that have bégenied | when numbers of persons paraded up pnd
for one hundred years" downthe streets carrying clubs and crying,

The 2001-2004 Industrial Relationg 'Down with the Bylaws.Parliamentary
Acts, which she said had beefistrong | Papersyvol. 24, p.1368.
attempt"to deliver collective bargaining, A substantial number of these protesters
had bea "pulled downWith the Supreme | were Guildsmen themselves who belieyed
Courtjudgmentinthe 2007 'Ryanair’ casg.they had a future as master Guildsmef.

King said they had to find a definition
of collective bargaining that did not allow
for employer dominance of workplace
representative bodies.King told delegatessystem to make it legally sound. The
that the Union had witnessed a return toCommittees set pay and conditions for
wage bargaining in 2012, with twelve of thousands of lower-paid workers and are

its fifteen sectors recording wage rises |€9ally binding wage-setting mechanisms
last year negotiated between employers and unions

She put the average wage rise in manu" individual sectors of the economy.
facturing at between 2.5% to 3% annually Bruton will be abolishing the JLCs for
' Dublin hotels and law clerks. He will be

over three years. The Union's strategy 'Snarrowing the scope of JLCs governing

based ortkeeping jobs'and orf'sustain- sectorsincluding agriculture, hairdressing,

abloer:nt%rgasgjdsigetf)ﬁ'?:\;oad agreement retail grocery, hotels (outside Dublin),
9 9 ‘contract cleaning and security staff. Mr

King said that Section 11 of the services , e :
; . -~ Bruton will also amend the administration
delivery section of the Agreement, which of the two catering JLCs. He said this

covers outsourcing, remains critical to . . .
9 restructuring would improve Ireland's

Union members. She described this as a, o .
" . : ompetitiveness by enhancing wage
deadly battlethat the Union would have flexibility, while also ensuring the protec-

to fight, warning that this is an area that

constantly threatens members' pay anaIIOn of vulnerable wor'kers.
conditions. Mr Bruton also published the Report of

The Vice President said that it seemsthe Labour Court's Review of the Joint
that the new Joint Labour Committees Labour Committee system, which recom-
will be up and running within 6-8 weeks. mends that the overall number of JLCs be
But she warned delegates"tgatch the reduced. Italso recommends the scope of
resistancethat emerges. For many mem- others be amended to factorinthe changing
bers the new set-up would be the pathwaycircumstances of sectors where they apply.
to a"living wage". SIPTU Vice President Patricia King

SIPTU and Mandate were adopting a welcomed the announcement. She said
common template in this area. King addedthat while Unions might take issue with
that new legislation would also be neededsome points, she urged the Minister to
for new Registered Employment Agree- immediately make the necessary establish-
ments(SIPTU "Liberty" magazine on- mentOrderstogetthe JLCS upandrunning
line; vol. 5; issue 9; October, 2013). as soon as possible.

However, the JLC proposals were
Joint Labour Committees Saved strongly criticised by the Restaurants

Following a successful legal action, Association of Ireland, which has notruled
Enterprise Minister Richard Bruton has out taking another legal challenge to the
restructured the Joint Labour Committee new legislation. .
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their part to bring into disrepute laws pf
their own making. Finally, the many

forces working to free trade and industfy,
forced upon the government the convjc-
tion that both trade and industry ought|to
be free, and the statute directed towgard
freeing them found its way upon the
statute-book"(ibid. p.183-4).

(To be continued)
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GuILDS RESIST
"Butthe better part of a century elaps|

between the time when the executi
as Grand Jurors, bear arms, take degrees pody of Bristol decided to free local trag

at the Trinity College, Dublin, beconfje  and their action upon this decision,
members of the Corporations and advaince eliminating the trade organisations whi
to minor offices in the state serviqe. stood in the wayGilds of a borough's
Catholics were still barred from sitting jn
parliament.

GUILDS continued

day or even in a year, or two or thte
(ibid. p.182).

by
Ch

own creation were not to be downed i a

e

FREE M ARKET . . .

"It had taken a long time for an English A_‘t Bristol, the year in which th
borough to put into practise theorjes Ordinances levelled at strangers w
current a full century and a half earligr, omitted from civic records, by order
which advocated the freeing of local trdde city officials, the penalty assessed u
and industry. Only after experiencing the interlopers was raised to twenty pou
truth of the declaration enunciated by the upon each conviction. Latimeknnals of

courts as early as 1619, to the effect, fhatg 1) in the Eighteenth Century.21.In
corporations in the towns and inferior

cities were seldom of good use, but rather

re
f

ds

1727 the amalgamated mercers and lineNmakers was issued by Cromwell in 16

"By the passage of the act of 21 Jarjjes
I,[1603-1625] c. ix., according to whiclg,
any person could sell all or any Welg
cloths, cottons, 'Frizes',... to any perd
or persons who, by the laws or statute
the Realm might lawfully buy such clottg,
the state freed trade in Welsh cloth fr
the restraints which the drapers ppf
Shrewsbury had imposed upon its s§
(ibid. p.183).

CROMWELL
"Cromwell and his successors evide
followed the example set them by th
predecessors and incorporated indus
organisations in various sections of
realm” (ibid. p.183).

A charter incorporating the Needf-

disturbed the good government of stch drapers of the city enforced their monopoly and confirmed by King Charles Il in 166§

communities, did Kingston-upon-Hullr

with the help of the city councilThree | |ngex to Remembrancig,104. In 169

herself of those disturbers of her peate"years later that body upheld local carpent-yyjjliam & Mary incorporated the soa

(ibid. p.182).

Later an attempt to revive the Guilds
Kington-upon-Hull was discouraged a
her flourishing state compared with st3
nant York and Beverley, where busing
was at a standstill, because in the inte
of local Guilds, strangers were st

excluded from the liberties. Hadley

History of Kingston-upon-Hullp.829
(ibid. p.182).

Inrelationto the 1619 court case abave

this was the verdict rendered in the cas
the Taylors and Clothworkers of Ipswid
when a remedy was sought for the

which had overtaken Ipswich's clothi

of
d
g-
PSS
es
ill

e 0

lls
g

industry, in order that so great an indugtry

might not be concentrated in the hands of
one corporation to make 'profitt off their

ill workmanship'Lansdowne MS., B. M
162, f. 195. (ibid. p.182).
"Preston evidently learned the less

tr
J

on

in 1772 with the prosecution of ‘Merchgnt

Baines' and his subsequent withdra
from the borough'sjurisdiction, for the
after non-freemen were encouraged
ply their trades within the precincts
Preston, to the doubling of her populat
in something like two decades. Justw
part the gilds of Preston played in t
process which spelled their ruin does
appear" (ibid. p.182).

The Preston mercantile society seq
to have paid the cost of prosecuting
Mr. Baines in question. Hardwick, op. g
p.286. Certain other boroughs evider
failed to realise the ill effects likely fo

follow further restraint of trade, and
consequence lost outin the economicr
The prosperity of Ripon is said to ha
departed with the trades and handicr
which settled in places offering greal
opportunity to thrive because free frg

val
e_
to
pf
on
hat
he
not

the
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tly
n
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restrictive regulations (ibid. p.182).

Iauthorities. WebHt,ocal Governmenti,
h pt. 2, p.449 (ibid. p.182).

ms

pce.

pfts

ers in prohibiting non-members, whether makers and chandlers of Brist&tate
masters or journeymen, from using that papers Domestic, William & Maryol.
craftwithin city limits under pain of paying  No. 269 (ibid. p.183).

ten shillings a day. In 1732 a committee "Neither did early 18th century authd
was appointed to determine whether the jties free serge and worsted weav|
{ees charged for admission into ci following the finding of the parliamental
companies were exorbitant, but no act committee charged with inquiring in
seems to have followed the appointmg the deplorable conditions complained
Ibid. p.181. Apparently not until 170 by the men engaged in the art.
could all residents of Bristol ply the ;ﬁggggeni':‘rﬂge;gtot?]gugg\}gi\gteﬁ;
callings in the city unmolested by th '

However, economists of that epo

continued to advocate the freeing of tra

one in particular pointedly denounc]

every sort of restriction of trade
For Guilds which were created by the ~ 'nought'..." (ibid. p.183).

Crown or Parliament the process proved This opinion was expressed by

even more complicated and therefqre joshua Child in 17084erchant Adven
slower of accomplishment. turers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Surt

Onthe ground thatthey were a corpo @-gociety Publicationssol. 93, p.xliii.
tion by prescription, dating from the earli-

esttimes, the goldsmiths of London refuged ENGLISH BIRTHRIGHT
the Municipal Corporations Commissigqn  another went so far as to hold tra
th(_a information t_hey asked for in 1_83. organisations up to derision by propou
PrideauxMemorials of the Goldsmiths" g 5 certain set of questions to a supp
Companyyol. ii, p.319 (ibid. p.183). tious burgesss of Newcastle-upon-T
"The state was less ready than theand eliciting answers couched so ag
boroughs to free trade from the clutches make membership in an English trg
of the 'societies of merchants and Gyld appear a hindrance rather tha
handicrafts' which as early as 1622 wrehelp to Englishmen of the period. W

suspected of working for their owh . ‘
‘private Gain and particular Advantage', invoked, the courts upheld free trade

and therefore tended rather to 'the hurf ofthe birthright of every English subject
the publique than to its profit. Itis true ~ The case of the Clothworkers

that by 1650 this 'suspition' had becofne Ipswich, 13 JacobiGodbolt,2503: theg

CrowN GILDSs

enough of a certainty to cause forwatd- |pswich clothworkers lost out in this caf§

looking state dignitalries to pond¢r __gne which they had brought agains
whether it might not be 'necessaryto g € |ocal tailor who persisted in plying

way to a more open and free trade than . A ;
that of Companies and Societies and in trade without having joined their compa

what manner it is fittest to be don¢'. —because, in the finding of the court,

Little, on the whole, seems actually fo King might make corporations and gr
have been done by the state of that pefiodhem the right to make ordinances for
to free the internal trade of the country” government of any trade but that ther
(ibid. p.183)

continued on page 25

trade ought to be free and not restrairge



GUILDS continued

find members willing to hold office in th

company. In other localities the declife

of an industry brought to ruin the orgal
isation invested with its control. With th
passing of the clothing industry g
Worcester wentthe city's famous clothi
company. By 1711 its members confes
to being 'far in debt'. a condition the
attributed to the admission of strangers
work in Worcester, for previously the

such straits, it was apparently time forl a
higher power to intervene and end|a
situation which had clearly beco
impossible for all parties concerned" (ibigl.
p.179/80).

“Shortly after this Shrewsbury episodg,
the passing of the Municipal Refor
Bill, [1835] according to which ever
inhabitant might keep a shop for the sale
of lawful wares and merchandise withjn
any boroughleft neither to boroughs no

gilds the right to confer citizenship not to
use a trade or industry within loca

"l_
e
f
g
ed

Yy
to

'RESTRICTIVE ' PRACTICES
“In this connection it is worth noting
that while the qgilds are usually credit
with obstructing local trade and industf§

the act, as its name implies, really ho

the boroughs responsible for such tact
'‘Because of a certain custom’, reads

Municipal Corporations Act, [1834
‘which prevailed in divers cities, tow
and boroughs and of certain by-laws m
that no person not being free of a c
town or borough or of certain gilds, my

company had the exclusive right in tHis
field" (ibid. p.177-78).

“Another aspect may be found in the
factthatthe end of the Nottingham tanngrs

coincided with the disappearance of bark . f f the ci .
from the neighbourhood. That compal Its enactment, few of the city compani

appointed its last master in 1808 apd attémpted to enforce any of their by-lay
thirty years later sold in the borouglf's in restraint of tradeMunicipal Corpor-
market place [that] which remained of its ations Commission Repoti837, vol. 25,
old hall. Still other organisations vanished pp. 55, 88, 141, 20&t passim (ibid.
leaving no trace of the end" (ibid. p.17§). p.180).
“After the middle of the 18th centu

. ; "That the mercers of Shrewsbu

the gilds of Norwich seem 1o have ceated realized their end had come, is clear frg

from troubling the economic life of th the entry, inscribed in their records, und
community, while after 1788 no furthgr date of 1836, which laconically state

entries were made in the book of the u -
coopers of Newcastle-upon-Hull. The that "By the Statute 5 & 6 William 4

Bristol organisations silently disappeargd
during the closing years of the centuty.
The coopers' hall was offered for sale py
auction in 1785, and the smiths' one yeprs
later. By that time, too, there were
enough weavers in the city to justify their
maintaining a hall” (ibid. p.178).
"Attendance at the meetings of t
merchant taylors dwindled rapidly. |
1787 there were only seven, while
1815 there was only one member left]
attend ameeting. Inasense, itis surpris
that the gilds of Bristol maintained
footing so many years after 1703, whe

in revising the city ordinances, thoge o :
levelled at strangers were ordered 'left were apparently divided on the expedien

out' altogether by city officials Whv OT §¢Iling their corporate property ar
probably favoured a policy of norf- dividing the proceeds. Indeed a consid
interference with newcomerslot that| able number refused outright to sancti
the announcement of the policy guargn-such a proceeding. It was according
teed itsimmediate enforcement; eviderftly decided to continue to subscribe as herd

the gilds of Bristol had to be reckongd ¢q6 o such charities as the company 1
with. However, when the civic authoritigs

of Kingston-upon-Hull withdrew thei :
support from local gilds the gilds had fo the members any balance left in t
go. The only organisations to maintajn treasury at the end of each yes3
their hold in the early decades of the 19th Archaeologia Aelian&drd series, vol. 14
century were those favoured by the p.10. (ibid. p.180).

municipalities, since at that late date thgse

bodies only could keep non-freemen frgm
sharing in local trade” (ibid. p.178-79).

boundaries” (ibid. p.178-79).

regulation of Municipal Corporations i
England and Wales', the privileges of t
Company came to an end.” However,
property amassed through the centur
which was still at the disposal of th
company was not 'distributed to th
Combrethren' until about forty-two yeal
later, when the company was dissolvi
for all time. Other companies wound |
their affairs during the year whic

e
n
in
to
ing
a
ny

p.180).

The Municipal Corporations Act
1835 (5 & 6 Wm. IV., ¢.76), sometime
known as the Municipal Reform Act,
was an Act of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom that reformed local
government in the incorporated
boroughs of England and Wales. Thg
legislation was part of the reform
ogramme of the Whigs and followec
the Reform Act 1832, which had
abolished most of the rotten borough
for parliamentary purposes.

KEeerPING MR. MICKLESTON 'QUIET'

"In 1834 a certain Mr. Mickleston had
the hardihood, not only to sue the borough
of Shrewsbury for exacting from him gn
imposition, or 'Tentorshipp', as the recqrd
has it, but in addition did ‘endeavour to
make void their charter', whereupon the pr
borough 'gave him his burgesship to pe
quiet'. However, when a borough of the
standing of Shrewsbury was reduced| to

London was exempted from the opeta-
tion of the provisions of this act; yet afte

cap.76, entitled 'an act to provide for t:l:e

followed the passage of the act" (ibifl.

The butchers of Newcastle-upon-Tyme

been subscribing to, and to divide amopg

teries or trading companies within t
same... shall keep any shop or place
putting to show or sale any or certd
wares thereafter, not withstanding 4
) such custom or by-law, every perso
any borough may keep any shop for
sale of all lawful wares and merchandi
within any borough whatsoever'. Mot
overthe commission appointedtoing
into the conditions which existed in t
boroughs prior to the passage of the
found the trade of aborough like Beverfg
restricted to freemen when local gil
had evidently ceased from troublin
(ibid. p.181-82).

"Furthermore, non-free shopkeep
and artisans were, from certain accou
compelled to purchase the freedom
Norwich down to 1835, years after tra
organisations are mentioned
corporation records. The fact that so
boroughs had done away with tra
restrictions within their precincts lorg
before they were forced by the gove
ment to do so, proves possibly that
boroughs realized their rights as welljg
their responsibilities in the matter. Aft
1782 the freemen of Maidstone posse$
no economic privileges which we
denied to outsiders. In the charter wh
was conferred upon the borough
Northampton in 1796, all enactmentggin
restriction of trade and industry weg
omitted, it is said, at the request of
corporation” (Ibid. p.181-82).
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In 1791 the corporation of Youghj
as told that strangers would estab
a%hemselves in business in their precinc
"Ycertain tolls were abolished; whereuq
'€ for a certain period thereafter all god
1" bought before entering the liberties w
declared free from the 'Clerk of t
Market's duesEour years later, such b
laws as had prohibited Papists from ug
local trades and handicrafts were repedlled
and declared null and voidarliamentary
Papers vol. 25, pp.1968-69-Youghal
Council Bookp.535(Ibid. p.181-82).

In April, 1793, Chief Secretary (
Ireland, Robert Hobert introduced tge
Catholic Relief Act, partially dismantling
Penal Laws, thereby permitting Catholfgs
to vote as 40 shilling freeholders in tpe
counties and in the open boroughs, tofact

continued on page 26
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The State Deserts The Guilds

By the middle of the eighteenth centu
English Guilds had little or no control 0
trade and industry. For some Guild
control had already been lost by the end|
the Seventeenth century. Certain Guil
kept going by reducing fees and fine
relaxing Guild rules and penalties : all
no avail. Other Guilds disappeared leavi
not a trace of their demise.

Those that did survive did so with th
consent of the Boroughs, they alone h
the right to keep non-Guildsmen fron
sharing trade and industry.

The Municipal Reform Bill (1835)
brought to an end Guild privileges an
held Boroughs responsible for obstructir
trade and industry.

MERE CHARITY

"For example, a minute, dated Augu
18, 1687, in the court book of the Londd
grocers refers to their organisation §
being then merely a 'nursery of charitig
and seminary of good citizens'.. THe
English Craft Gilds Studies in their
Progress and DeclineStella Kramer,

Columbia University Press, 1927, p.17¢)).

"The merchant taylors seem to ha
losttheir interest in the work-a-day worl
by 1689, for in that year they went so fé

asto order their court to 'examine of whijt

use and benefit the yeomanry are... a ? offered special rates on other publications

what advantage they have brought
damage they have done'to the occupati
Two years later the 'Wardens of t |
Yeomanry' were dispensed with altog

ether. Again, by the early 18th centur

city mercers had so far severed theyr

connection with trade as to exclude fro }

the company's courts, its committees afjd2 Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT
elections, and in addition had declargd

ineligible to the office of master o

wardens, the member who should I

'appointed a workman', or be given a
employment or 'place of profit' in thdg
organisation” (ibid. p.176).

"Merchant companies in communitie
like Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Dubli

renounced their control over local tradg

afterthey realized the futility of expending

further effort to enforce it. The mercerg https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

of Sandwich, seemingly reluctantto yield
their place and power in the community
were forced to do this eventually. The
company spentits last days in contendipg
against unscrupulous officials who wege
not only withholding money they hagl
collected from members but were algo
‘going to contributors... and Diswading
them from paying their several contriby-
tions' still due to the company. In order fo
attract new members, the company
offered its freedom for forty shillings
‘together with other customary chargep’,
but metwith little success in that direction.
The last act recorded in the company's
history was the choosing of officers fd
the “Year Ensuing”. This leads to th
inference that there was not even
meeting for the officers to preside ovef
(ibid. p.176).

“Handicraft organisations like thg
clothworkers of London also yielded tp
theinevitable and renounced their powdrs
of control. Still others, notably the glovells
of Shrewsbury, made desperate effort4to
keep going, but the desperation whi¢h
inspired the efforts, probably defeatgqd
the end the company sought to achieye.
In prosecuting interlopers and in merny
making, the company dissipated fungls
which could never be recouped becayse
gild members refused to pay the penalties
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attached to the infringing of gild rules. |
addition, the misappropriation, by th
representatives of a deceased official, pf
certain sums which had been entrustedgto
him, helped to bring to an end a
especially privileged organisation. Stil
other companies were kept going a whige
longer by reducing the fines charged f@r
the infraction of the rules" (ibid. p.177
"By the time that the glovers of Chest@r
raised the fee for admission into the
company to a point where possib
members were deterred from enterifig
(Parliamentary Papersjol. 26, p.2635)
or the drapers of Shrewsbury refused o
admitthem on practically any terms (Ibid
vol.25), the end of the regime of thoge
two Guilds for economic good or ill hag
probably been reached. Howevéne
drapers was the only one of t
Shrewsbury Guilds to survive as late §s
1898 it had contrived to retain its Hall
its old chest of books and other documefits
and certain property which it diverted
charitable purposedrans. Shropshire
Archaeological & NaturalHistory
Societyyol. viii, 2nd series, p.175" (ibid|
p.177).

“G 00D FELLOWS ONLY”

"In Ludlow, the stitthmen seem t(
have reduced gild fees for admission ajjd
also the penalties assessed for mfs-
demeanours; yetthey failed either to kegp
their hold over old members or to attrajjt
new ones. After the middle of the 184
century the quarterly meetings wege
discontinued for lack of attendancq.
Apprentices were no longer bein
enrolled, and the funds, instead of beiflg
used to pay the expenses incurred gn
regulating the trade, furnished feasts fjgr
the society, which by the early 19t
century had evidently become one §f
good fellows only" (ibid. p.177).

"Other organisations seem to haye
disappeared with the demand for tiffe
product under their domination. Towardk
the end of the 17th century girdles ceaggd
to be the fashion and girdlers had to firfd
other employment for their energies.
1760 the London girdlers could scarceg

continued on page 27



	C O N T E N T S
	North And South. Editorial
	Irish Budget 2014. John Martin
	A Professor Writes . . . Jack Lane
	Readers' Letters: T.E. Lawrence: Irish? Ivor Kenna
	Free Speech. Wilson John Haire (Poem)
	Israel And Its Friends. Editorial
	The Referendums. Report
	The War On The Peace. Pat Walsh
	Editorial Digest. (Anthony McIntyre; Credit Unions Retain Strength; Hurling Final)
	The Thatcher Who Burnt The House Down. Walter Cobb (Poem)
	Shorts from the Long Fellow (Journalism In Irish Independent; More Bullshit;Children Survey; Emigration Once Again; The Guarantee)
	Annette McDonald, Some Memories. John Minahane
	Was. Wilson John Haire (Poem)
	Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (The Raj In The Rain)
	Dublin's Ground-Breaking Bobbies. Donal Kennedy
	Towards A Position On Germany, Ireland And Europe. Philip O'Connor
	The Adams Hunt. Editorial
	"I Did All I Could To Help My Abused Niece". Gerry Adams (Report)
	Harris On Harris. Jack Lane
	Biteback: Cosgrave On Ruthlessness. Manus O'RiordanDonal Kennedy: Redmond's Folly; Terence McSwiney's Funeral;De Valera In Context (Unpublished Letters)
	Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Democracy: What Democracy?; The Budget)
	Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney:The State Deserts The Guilds
	Trade Union Notes

