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Report: 94th Kilmichael Commemoration:

Parliamentary Politics?

The Mairia Cahill case was debated in the Dail. The debate took the for
denunciation of Sinn Fein, by Fine Gael, Labour and Fianna Fail, as a sinister t
organisation. Inthe Radio Eireann discussion of the debate that evening the repre
of the (formerly Fascist) Fine Gael party referred to Gerry Adams as Il Duce. A ¢bu e Meaning
of days later the Labour Party leader and Tanaiste, who had been vituperative fagaipst, , .

Sinn Fein in the debate, was terrorised in Tallaght, a working class area of Dubli W%bf K|ImChae|

she ventured into it on an engagement. The crowd was angered by Water Chardges. The :
terrorising had nothing whatever to do with Sinn Fein, whose role in opposing the at.elr. want to thank th? Committee fo.r
Charge was studiously moderate. giving me an Qpportunlty to address this

The instigators of direct action against the water chargers were the inde memoration here today. The ambugh
socialist TDs who have sprouted up under the austerity regime, which the Labo occurred here was a pivotal event in
insisted on going into Government with Fine Gael to operate, instead of seizi

War of Independence and it is a privi-
opportunity presented by the collapse of Fianna Fail at the last General Ele Fgg to be involved in a commemoration
become the main Opposition Party.

OfABdress by Jack Lane, 30 November
rrorist

of such an event. It changed the character
of that War because, after it, all involved
lised that this was a real War and the
rown Forces realised for the first time
tethey were up against a competent

RTE's interviewing of Sinn Fein members about the strange Mairia Cabhill affai
the form of heckling, but interviews of the Independents who advocated direct
against Government members was respectful. The Government was frightene
rage which its mode of governing had aroused in the section of the populace to y because they were thqroughly
had done the most damage. Feeling the ground move under it, it discarded ideol@g & %ated. It con.cen.trat.ed their minds
policy and capitulated to the extremists, not daring to denounce them as extrenflist 0 der_fully. Nothing like thad happened
put one in mind of the great Homeless agitation of the Winter of 1968-9—a few njon ore in that war. . .
before the civil rights insurrection in the North in support of equal rights proved to eWéAnyong who takes an mterest in our
Trojan Horse that penetrated the Unionist defence. istory will know that there is an ongoing

In the course of the Mairia Cabhill denunciations Sinn Fein was accu$ejoking debgtg about the Wwar of 'Independence
the civil rights issueih the North. The Southern parties display an impressive abil nditis appropnafre that this Ambush has
forget their enthusiasm at that time for the overthrow of Unionism by a combina en central to this debate. The Ambush

. . ; been the subject of detailed discussion
. the old Stgrmh
moral and physical force. They now speak as if they had recognised the old St@r aﬁ?jﬁ every minute and every blow of the

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 6

Report his distortions and misrepresentations of
the facts of Irish history, not only of the

From Gay TO Grotesque War Games 1914-18 War itself, but also of how |

) ] myself experienced its remembrance in
| have no problems with commemor- with sympathy and respect, but cursethe |rish school curriculum of 50 years

ating the Irish dead of World War One, Britain's imperialist war lords who sent ago. This was, in part, the subject matter
evenifthey foughtonthe wrong side. Thatthem to their deaths. In memory of my of my article in last Augustigsh Political

is why, when Britain's Duke of Kent cousin, John Sheehy, sacrificed on thereviewwhich | do not need to repeat. But
dedicated thécross of sacrifice’sculp- ~ Somme front in 1918, cannon fodder in there is a postscript, my disgust on hearing
tured sword of the Commonwealth War Britain’s criminal imperialist 1914-1918 jyst two more words from Byrnéwell
Graves Commissionin Dublin's Glasnevin war." Lest we forget. done!"On October 23rd thiish Times
cemetery last July 31st, | held up two  Nordo | object to Gay Byrne relating, reported:

placards by way of my own contribution in his TV documentary of last April, the
towards having a more honestcommemor-story of his father's experiences as a First
ation: "Remember the dead buried here World War combatant. But | do object to

"Tonight, the Irish embassy in Bel-
gium is hosting broadcaster Gay Byrne

continued on page 9
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programme with the encouragement of the
Dublin Establishment.

Itis said that Sinn Fein is not a normal
party. That is perfectly true in the North.
The Northern system is essentially in-
compatible with normal political parties.
The SDLP is not normal, nor was the
UUP, nor is the DUP.

Sinn Fein became the movement of a
community, and the things thatgoon in a
community went on in it.

Mairia Cahill came from a prominent
Republican family. She was a member of
Sinn Fein and became President of its
Youth Wing. At the age of 16 she had a
sexual relationship with another republican
which she concluded after the event had
been rape. So she complained to the
authorities—the authorities that actually
existed onthe ground because ofthe failure
of the British State to establish a functional
modus vivendiwith the nationalist
community—and put her case to a
Kangaroo Court.

From the articles she has written for the
Dublin press, and from the statements of
the Taoiseach and the leader of Fianna
Fail, one would gather that she had been
kidnapped and hauled before an IRA Court
of Inquisition where she was grilled
because she had dared to lay charges

against an alleged IRA member. But this
is entirely incredible.

She was a Republican with a grievance
against a fellow Republican and she dealt
with the matter within the Republican

regime as legitimate and democratic and Inthe absence of State law, an informal
had urged the Northern minority, onwhom system of community law was established.
they had_a fair degree of ?n_fluen.ce, to The alternz_itive was anarc.hy. The '_:reebody. The Kangaroo Court heard both
supmltto it peacefully and willingly; and State partles—gn{en th.elr contlnumg sides and could not make a decision. And
as if they had never seen the Republlcarr_efusal to accept Sinn Fein as a Constltu—there the matter rested for some years.
upsurge as anything but an outbreak oftional party,.whatelseT canwe caIIthem?—The accused left Northern Ireland and
criminality. now describe that informal system of eventually ended up in England with a
justice as a system of Kangaroo Courts.new relationship.

In the course of the Cahill dispute So beit. Kangaroo Courts were what was
somebody told Gerry Adams that he wasavailable and they were supported by the
no Michael Collins—as if he had ever community in preference to anarchy.
claimed to be. What Adams and his
colleagues did in the North fromthe early The SDLP made a gesture towards
eighties onwards was far more impressiveformalising an alternative system with its
than what Collins did, and it is apparent Dungiven Parliament—funded by Dublin
that they were determined not to do what—but it lacked the substance to develop
Collinsdid. They made a settlementwhile what it had started. So the alternative
holding together the movement that had system on the ground became Republican
fought the War that had made that settle-even while the SDLP continued to mono-
ment possible. Collins splitthe movement polise nationalist electoral representation. Then, having rejected the Provos
and made war on the military core of it on because they recognised the police, she
Britain's insistence and with British arms.  An understood division of labour came went to those police with her rape

about, whereby the community supported allegation. The police took up the case for

British law ceased to be functional in Sinn Feinwhile voting SDLP. Mairia Cahill her, but insisted on bringing two court
the North in 1969. It was not the IRA but said at one point, faced with some Dublin cases: one against the members of the
the Civil Rights movement that subverted misunderstanding, thdthe community Kangaroo Courtand also the alleged rapist
it. The IRA developed within the situation would understandier. Andthe community ~for IRA membership and the other for the
brought about by the Civil Rights move- did understand, and it was entirely out of rape. They also insisted on bringing the
ment, which at a certain point did not sympathy with the game she was playing inIRA membership case before the rape
know how to continue what it had started. making accusations on the BEpotlight ~ case, on the alleged grounds that she had

Mairia Cahill later parted company with
the Provisional Republican movement
because it made a 6 County settlement, of
a transitional kind, in 1998, which it
consolidated a few years later by
recognising the PSNI replacement of the
RUC as a legitimate police force. Mairia
Cahill left the Provos and joined the Anti-
Agreement Republicans.



a better chance of obtaining a convictio
WL TSTa IR EITET 0o ITer=Ta M =T aaT oI Y sl o lvgE: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- LETTERS TO THE EDITO
opened, Mairia Cahill refused to give
evidence. As the Crown was relying o
her evidence, the Court found them Not
Guilty.

Then, having aborted the Court actio
which she ad instigated, she went to BB
television, which made @potlightprog- Drolls
ramme, presenting her side of the case A Clown in Holy Orders, celebrating Requiem Mass in Dublin for a soldier k
without any rebuttal evidence. Then the serving with the British Army in Afghanistan (or Iraq), said in his praise that the deq
Dublin parties, who were all losing votes
to Sinn Fein, took up the case fro
Spotlightand averted their minds from al
that had preceded it.

Bertie Ahern even came out o

Letter sentto History Ireland, 7th November 2014

adulterers who wear their wedding rings when on the job?

And we should expect Taliban and others to let the citizens of Ireland, bearin
passports, to pass "freely and without hindrance" through their countries, and to
them all necessary assistance and protection" as requested by the Irish Min

illed
eased

always carried his Irish Passport. Perhaps we should expect the Pope to canpnise a

g such
"afford
ster foi

retirement to repeat that he knew all abltForeign Affairs, even when they are carrying and using lethal weapons, and weafring the

the IRA and knew that Gerry Adams was livery of British and other foreign powers?
the leader of it. He had said all this 85  Apart altogether from the moral confusion of the unfortunate deceased &
Taoiseach. He had said that he knew thaClerical Clown, ordinary peaceful citizens, faithful to Ireland, are put at risk by
the IRA had done the multi-million irresponsible nonsense.
Northern Bank robbery—which remains
unsolved. So it appears that the formerunder President Reagan, US agents carried Irish passports. An an assassinatio
Taoiseach is withholding evidence from Dubai, apparently acting for Israel, used the samme de guerreBut Ireland is not g
the police.

When Mairia Cahill went to the policeé  Reporting from Paris foFhe Irish Timesf October 7, Lara Marlowe, an Amer
she found that they were at least 3stells us that 750 Irish people lived in France when the Second World War started
interested in getting her to give evidence sure what she means.but from the context it seems she thinks it started in 1939

nd the
such

When US Marine Colonel Oliver North was getting Arms to Iran in an underhand deal

n team
t

war and her citizens' safety should not be put in jeopardy by such practical jokes.

can,
I'm not
, but he

against members of the Kangaroo CoUrtown country kept out of it until December 1941 when its Pacific Fleet was attacked at

which would be used to prosecute thempearl Harbour by the Japanese and Hitler declared War on behalf of the Third

Reich.

for IRA membership, as prosecuting her until then the United States maintained embassies in Tokyo, Rome and Vichy.anc

rape allegation. Thatwas the usual poli¢eBerlin. It's moot whether without Pearl Harbour or Hitler's declaration, the Unitec
procedure in Belfast and was one of thewould have become a belligerent at alll.

reasons why the minority communitykept  The gist of her story was the unveiling of a plaque at the Irish College in Paris
their distance from it.

The Kangaroo Court had four members. History, David Murphy of National University of Ireland -
One of them, Breige Wright, was name(d

States

o Irish

people who engaged in French Resistance activities between 1940 and the Allied
expulsion of the Germans from France in 1944. She quoted Professor of Military

in Mairia Cahill's witness statement to the "These people made a moral choice, they could have waved their Free State passports

mirrored the Irish Government's stance and said, ' I'm not involved, I'm neutral'

police. When the Dublin Establishme
was going strong on the Kangaroo Court

hysteria, Ms Wright made public two CLn; =€ S . .
letters which Mairia Cahill had written to & Sovereign, independent democratic Irish State with a Republican form of Gove

herin 2005 and 2008, expressing gratitugeSeems to have escaped the notice of the Professor, together with the fact that Go

The fact that voters in the Irish Free State in 1937 abolished that state and establishe

rnment
ernme

for the kindness and understanding sheand Opposition parties and populace supported neutrality then and for decades since.

had shown towards her in the Kangargo ~ Citizens waving "Free State" passports were presumably stateless in 1940.
Court episode. The text of these letters|isthat Irish passport holders active in the French Resistance held on to their pass
given in this issue of the magazine. the British soldier already mentioned, to shelter behind the neutrality of the Irish
whose electorate expected them to render fidelity to the nation and loyalty to th
After we had gone to print last month, Or did they openly renounce their Irish citizenship, trash their passports, and
itwas revealed that two other complainantsthem with passports issued by General de Gaulle's shadow Government in Lor
against Mairia Cahill\s antagonist had gonelfregular junta unrecognised by any power on earth? | understand that Marshal
to the police, but had eventually dropped @dministration had the backing, or acquiescence, of most French men and wom
their complaints when it became clear that/ong after D-Day in 1944.
the primary interest of the police was tp Onfirstreading Professor Murphy's remarks | nearly hit the roof. He appears
get Witness Statements from them thathimself a moral Colossus, and the Irish Government and Opposition and elect
could be used in prosecution for IRA 1940 as Pygmies. | should be, but am not, surprised that he's a Graduate and |
membership. These complainants hadof Ireland’s National University, God save the mark! It did not surprise me to le
much better ground for 'paedophile’ Professor Murphy is a member of the United Kingdom's Royal United Services In
allegations, as they were 13 and 14 at thetnd has been awarded a Fellowship at the Summer Seminar in Military Histo
time the relevant events occurred. But theUnited States Military Academy at West Point, where, | guess, he may have got hi

police were single-minded in theif Compass. .
concerns. A Droll Fellow indeed!
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Itis clear that, had the police chosen tohas been courting with a view to a possibledespite the SDLP splitting the nationalist
pursue the rape allegation, given that therealliance in the event of a hung Parliament.vote, and must now try to do so again.
were two other cases pending against the The SF proposal was made in the light There is no possibility of the SDLP taking
same man, there was a good chance that af the virtual certainty that there will be a the seat.
conviction might have been obtained.  pan-Unionist agreement. Gerry Adams' remark abottinionist

The reality of Northern politics is the bastards”who obstruct the equality

Mairia Cahill's solicitor has issued a conflict of two communities. A kind of agenda, and the description of the equality
challenge to the alleged members of theparty politics not tied to community has agenda as a Trojan Horse which subverts
Kangaroo Court to bring a libel action neverbeen a practical possibility in the NI Unionism, were made in a speech in
against her and the television authoritiesset-up. Itis always a simple case of either/Fermanagh.
over theSpotlightprogramme. or. But the SDLP, ever since losing The SDLP's characterisation of SF as a

We recall a prissy RTE interview with electoral ground to SF after 1998, hasSleeveermparty fits well with Gregory
Gerry Adams some years ago in which heembarked on an incoherent form of make-Campbell's dismissal of Irish as8@urry
was asked why he did nottake libel actionsbelieve under the influence of Seamusmyyoghurtpseudolanguage. Forty years
against those who were saying he wasMallon, under whose leadership it failed ago it seemed that Irish, one of the six and
Chief of Staff of the IRA. The interviewer to maintain its position as the promoter of a half thousand languages in the world,

said that was what she would if anyone the Agreement.
said she was Chief of Staff of the IRA—

was in the half destined for extinction.
That, clearly, is nolonger the case, and the

and on an RTE salary she could have Sinn Fein won the Fermanagh seat atSDLP would do well to buy an lIrish/
afforded to do it. He explained to her that the last British Election against an agreedEnglish dictionary, look upleeveeim it,
libel depended on defamation in the eyesUnionist candidate by a handful of votes, and discover itself.

of one's peers, and that in the eyes of
nationalist community in the North th
accusation of IRA membership does n
damage one's reputation. (Proof of

would of course lead to criminal prosecli

tion, even though the clear implication g
the 1998 Agreement is that the IRA's w
was not an outbreak of 'criminality’.)

The residual anti-Partitionism o th
leader of Fianna Fail has now taken t
form of the demand for an All-Irelandg
Inquiry into paedophilia within the IRA,
The demand has been taken up by
Taoiseach, but it seems the British wo

play.

*

The water-charges crisis was dealt wi
by a drastic reduction in the propose
charge, along with the payment of eve
100 Euros to every household, wheth

f
Al

The Civil Rights Trojan Horse

The Gerry Adams slip that described have been dealing with all these years.
the Sinn Fein equality agenda as aThey are nothing but unreconstructed
L Republican Trojan Horse has, saysRepublicans, after all, as Unionists have
heUnionism, let the cat out of the bag. Mike been telling everyone for years. And now
Nesbitt, the UUP leader, said that the Sinnproof from the horse's mouth, at last!
Fein leader"has taken what we all Well, that's finally it. We will be taking

l‘hepolitically assumed was a core value and our toys home. You will not be getting our

'tpart of the vision for the future of a new "new Northern Irelandand you will go to
Northern Ireland, namely equality, and bed without your supper!
he has turned it into a weapo(Trojan
th Horse jibe will haunt AdamsBelfast
d Telegraph 26.11.14)
'y A "new Northern Ireland"—now that
erwould be a fine thing! A Unionist vision
s for equality—now that would be a fine

Are Unionists such slow learners that
they did not know about this weapon of
Nationalists already? Or has the horrible
thought just dawned on them that equality
is a weapon because Unionism has been

liable to Water Charges or not. Th
means a gift of 100 Euros to farmers w

have their own water supply systems.

seen to be unable to live with it without
combusting, even when they are pro-

othing!
But now that'the mask has slipped"”

This option was chosen instead of a simplewith the Adams slip and Republicans haveclaiming that"the Union is safer than
100 Euro reduction for those liable to tHe been proved to be... well, Republicans,ever" and a"new Northern Ireland” is

charge. Fine Gael looks after its own.
The charges crisis has its source in
abolition of rates by Fianna Fail in 197

but the Government could make nothirjg is off. So there!
of that because Fine Gael and Labaur

would have done it if FF hadn't.

The water-supply crisis—real bu
absurd in a country rich in rain—is left fo|
a future Government to deal with.

*

In the North the SDLP has rejected

Sinn Fein proposal for an Election Pact |n

three constituencies in the forthcomin
British Election, describing the propose
asSleeveens In the absence of a Pad|
there is a possibility of these seats bei

after all, Mike has changed his mind and finally available?
gthe "new Northern Ireland’of equality

 thathe so dearly wanted to give to everyone €My Adams has been accused of many
things in recent years but he is certainly

not one of the architects of the Trojan
member talks about equality the first Horse. We mustlnform Unionists, if they

image that springs to mind is going to be haye f_orgotten everything they have been
a Trojan Horse. It is clear he views Whinging about for half a century, that It

equality as merely a tactic" said Nesbitt began life 50 years ago when Big Gerry
of Adams. was still a wee lad.

Fifty years ago, in January 1965, the
p{aoiseach Sean Lemass had his famous
meeting with Stormont Prime Minister
g Captain O'Neill. He then urged a shocked
S Unionists, those sensitive souls— Nationalist Party to take up the role of Her
, including the'bastards'that Republicans Majesty's Loyal Opposition in the North-
nowould have to break—are appalled it seemsern Parliament. Just a few years before,

"The next time a senior Sinn Fein

The Unionist Party leader it seems, will
see a Republican now when he sees a Sin
Feiner.

a

won by the DUP, which the Tory Part

y at this shocking revelation at who they Eddie McAteer, leader of the Northern



Catholics, had said that such athingwouldthe North so. The Irish archives have leftunfinished business withinitto absorb
be tantamount ttaking the soupadnd he  blanked out his name in the report but thepolitical energies, tends to suggest that the
would have none of it. However, the presentwriter presumes it was "you know fundamental problem of ‘Northern Ireland’
Taoiseach let it be known that the Patriotwho" who described the Civil Rights remains unresolved. That is to say that,
Game was over and it was time for North- Movement as a magnificently successful while 'Northern Ireland’ exists, it exists as
ern Catholics to participate ifthe  Anti-Partitionist Trojan Horse. And he a problem. So the problem seems to be
Northern state” certainly learnt a lesson or two from it, if '‘Northern Ireland' itself.

The Northern Catholics had held his subsequent efforts and mode of
themselves apart from thistate", which ~ operation are anything to go by. At the same time Westminster has
they knew was not a State, ever since it That is why it is surprising to see the signalled that the only direction 'Northern
was set up in 1921. They preservedSDLP criticise Sinn Fein for seeing Ireland’ can go in is toward the Republic.
themselves apart from it and awaited equality as a mere tactic rather than aSo the basis of politics since 1998 is a
deliverance from it by the main part of the principle and objective in itself. But Catholic drive for equality within
Nation to the south. And then Lemass letperhaps not, as they still wonder what 'Northern Ireland’ against a Unionist
it be known to them that deliverance was went wrong. rearguard action in favour of marginal
cancelled. inequality—until a Catholic majority votes

So what were they to do? Looking for ~ Thereasonwhy the 1960s Trojan Horseeveryone into a United Ireland.
equality within this 'state’ was their only was successful was because the 'Northern Malachi O'Doherty says in thgelfast
option for the future. Ireland state' could not deliver equality, Telegraph

And so the Trojan Horse was born.  even though there seemed to be no reason

why it could not as a region of a state that

The Trojan Horse was not a thought- proclaimed itself in the vanguard of
out plan of Sean Lemass. It is doubtful if progress in such things. But ‘Northern
he had a plan at all with regard to the Ireland' was incapable of such progress
North. His daughter Peggy later said thatbecause of its peculiar character. It had an
he indeed had the plan to unfreeze theinbuilt majority whose main and eternal
North through Catholic participation and function was maintaining itself in a
open it up for a new thrust at the Border. dominant position. And, having the  That sounds very like the Greaves/
And the Irish archives from late 1969 semblance of democracy on the Westmin-Stickie projectofthe original Trojan Horse.
reveal that the Lynch Government felt ster model, its governing party relied on Has Gerry returned to being a Stick for the
that that was his great achievement afterthe votes of a mass base which insisted orievived Trojan Horse by any chance? Will
the miracle of August and they looked an unequal relationship between the loyalthe circle be unbroken?
forward to exploiting the situation that and the disloyal. If the governmentdid not
Lemass had carved out through his wisemaintain this, other would. The most significant part of Gerry
and novel innovation in policy. Whatwas  Equality, even though it seemed easily Adams' speech was not the Trojan Horse
described was the Trojan Horse. something that could be conceded byslip or the "breaking those bastards”

Lemass did not advise Civil Rights but Unionists to strengthen the Union by utterance but that terrible question for
that is where participation naturally went giving"British Rights to British Citizens" 'Northern Ireland’ thathas haunted Union-

"Gerry has been saying for years that
Northern Ireland can only be shored up
by inequality and injustice and that when
these have been dealt with the border will
go. We may question whether he believes
that or ever believed it, but the point is
made in practically every book he has
written."

after Parliamentary Opposition in Stor- was not conceded.
mont proved futile and demeaning, as
McAteer knew it would. So The Northern the Unionists berserk in August 1969,

ism for 50 years'Who could be afraid of

And so, after the Trojan Horse drove equality?”

it Pat Walsh

Catholics had nowhere to go but to the produced the Catholic Insurrection, th
Civil Rights strategy after the Taoiseach 28 Year War and the Peace of 1998. A
had re-directed their efforts into a cul-de- it was Westminster that had to conce

sac. There was luckily a man with a plan what Unionists proved incapable of cop-

on hand for this and his name was Desmondeding from the confines of their 'state’
Greaves. Greaves had established relations

with the Republican movementand given The Good Friday settlement, that th

them a plan for re-opening the Border Unionist leader Trimble signed his conj-

guestion through the Trojan Horse of Civil munity up to, has turned into something
Rights. Demand more than O'Neill could a nightmare for Unionism. It produced 3
concede was the advice and it worked aequalising of political power between th
treat. two communities but left enoug

Greaves' plan was fantasy, of course, inunresolved issues to give room for further

its belief that Civil Rights would free the Catholic advance. And Sinn Fein mome
Prods up for a re-embracing of the tum in the North has thrust across t

Republican heritage of their 1798 fore- Border, something Taoiseach Lemaps

fathers. But it provoked the miracle of would not have imagined possible in h
August 1969 after which all things were wildest nightmares.

thought possible, right across the The Trojan Horse lived ohhearing to

Nationalist spectrum. the Trojans death and fateas Homer

. said.
A famous Derryman was very impres-

sed with the success of the Trojan Horse The fact that the Good Friday Agred

i
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e
hd
e

Méiria Cahill Controversy

Statement of
e Breige Wright

| have been the subject of a media
onslaught following the BBC Spotlight
broadcast on October 14th 2014.

Duetothe fact that Mairia Cahill refused
| _to stand over her allegations against me in
court where she would have been
challenged, | feel that | have to release two
| _significant letters that she sent me in 2005

Df

@ >

’]_

- and in 2008.
My legal team would have guestioned
her about these letters had there been a
trial.
There has been a deluge of inaccurate,
prejudiced and selective reporting of all
- aspects of this case. Particularly, my

and he told the Irish Government's man inment equalised power in the North, b

It relationship with Mairia Cahill and in
5



terms of the support that | offered her.  minute. You take care of yourself and it was scary and peaceful all at the one
Some ill-informed commentators and don't work yourself into the ground. You time—the medium knew nothing about
political parties have added to the biasedhave a gift of helping other people out, me, didn't even know my name, but she
Spotlightbroadcast. They have been eagegnd it really is a gift but don't lose yourself was able to tell me all about my life, and
to set aside due process and the verdict ofp it on the way—help yourself out first. it was like Siobhan was sitting facing
the court. Please stay in contact with me—your me—I got shouted at and comforted at the
My intent was to try to help Mairia. | phonecalls have been great over the lassame time, in a way only Siobhan was
believe that these letters demonstrate thagwo weeks, they have really helped, butable to do [smiley face symbol]. | never
Mairia accepted and valued that support.eyen send a wee text now and again to leteally believed in any of that stuff before,
The letters have been slightly redactedme know how you are getting on. but like I said, yer woman had every detail
due to personal information thatrelatesto  jyst think, Uncle Joe + Marie are from years ago. Spot on right up to today.
others including Mairias’ family. probably up there right now working on Iroared (and I never cry, butwas a peaceful
Madden & Finucane, Solicitors, some sort of campaign and having a goodthing!)
Belfast. 4th November 2014 yarn into the bargain. Apart from that nothing exciting, —
I'm signing off now, thanks a million
Breige for helping me just by being you. —
Take care And everything else is ticking along.
Bridget, you may get up and see me for
a cup of tea frig sake I've near forgot what
with the card. You know me Breige, you look Iik_e [smliley face] Seriously
sometimes | try to say stuff and it comes Hey Breige, though, anytime. I've about three years of
out the wrong way, so | thought I'd write  JUSt a wee note to say | hope you'rebiz for ya so you a may bring ea}rmuffg or
it down. Bet ya this is the first letter you doing well and that everything is sound. Something. Na, only slegging, I'm boring

Mairia Cahill Letters To Breige Wright

[2005]
"Well Breige,
| thought I'd write you a wee note to go

Gra 6 Mairia xx

3/12/08

have received
| was just saying to

Everything is good this end, just very busy enough this weather to have biz, but be

earlier, in work but looking forward to the good to see you.

Hoping this wee note finds you well,

know how much you have helped me— OF exciting except | went to a medium a and that you are taking it easy. Have a

through all of the shite that went on years fortnightago and Siobhan came through—Ilovely Christmas and tak

ago, and in the aftermath, and ag

ain

e care.
Gra Mairia X

recently, | meant what | said before ab
you being the only one from that time th
| trusted, and for me to trust anyone a
everything that has happened is a m

dut

ztrKiImichaeI Address

continued

jor
thing. | might get angry and snap, buttiatAmbush has been analysed, researchedtions, qualifications and regrets and a

anger is not directed at you—I'm angry
myself and at other people that | can't
at, and I'm sorry if you have taken t

atinterpreted and misinterpreted naus- negative tone throughout. The end result
hjeteam You might say there has been aistoseekto give usabad conscience about
he concerted attempt to ambush Kilmichael the whole thing.

brunt of it. You mean the world to me, y:
are kind, compassionate, committed,
above all, you gave me an ear whe
needed it—even though | know | put 'y

u and the reputation of Tom Barry but it has

ndbeen repulsed. One of the latest efforts that is typical
| Thefactisthatthe War of Independencebut also the most extraordinary is that
r has been fought all over again in recentcoming from an ex-Taoiseach, John

head away. | think if | had been in yolr years, without guns this time, fortunately, Bruton. It is mind-boggling to hear an ex-
shoes | would have told me to fuck off a but a no less significant war because ofTaoiseach condemning the foundation

long time ago—but | am so glad that ypu that. Itis just a different kind of war.
didn't.  would not be here now if it wasm't

for you, and | think that deep down y
know that.

So, | am really going to try and pie
my head, and my life back together, ey
though at the minute it seems next
impossible. | just feel helpless at t
minute, because | don't even know wh
to start. Well, | know | need to look at -

so | think its going to take a hell of
long time—say a prayer that nothing e
will happen to me in the meantime. | seq
to have a knack of attracting trouble. Su
maybe my luck will change and I'll wi
the lottery or something—if | do I'll bu
you a vodka supply for life ha ha!
Anyway, this started off as a wee ng
and has turned into a book! | definatg

events and the founding fathers of this
In the context of this new 'War', events state of which he was a leader. | cannot
u such as this commemoration here andimagine a leader of any other Republic,
similar commemorations elsewhere havee.g., that of the France, America, China or
e a vital importance because they presentwherever, where aleader of those countries
enopportunities for putting the record straight would say anything similar about their
toabout the 1916 Rising and the War of state's origin. Itisunimaginable. And there
he Independence. Opportunities for doing sowas a lot more war and bloodshed in
breare few and far between these days. Youestablishing these and other states than
L will very rarely find such opportunitiesin was the case here. Overwhelmingly
forums such as the media, in academia, inpopular support here for independence
a the educational system and in 'history minimised the bloodshed.
sebooks' and in mainstream political part-
bmies. And when the mainstream politicians But when an ex-Taoiseach feels the
re,commemorate such events they give theneed to claim that all this was misguided
h distinct impression that they are simply and campaigns seriously to promote this
going through the motions. Inthose forums view, it is necessary to consider what he
you will get everything from outright says and if there is any meritin it. This is
te condemnation of the Rising and the Warnecessary also because what he says
ly of Independence to an acknowledgmentprobably seems very plausible to anyone

have too much time on my hands at

heof these events but with all sorts of reserv-who has learned their history in recent



years. run for more than five years and the last Itis true that 1916 had no mandate but
He says that the Volunteers of 1916 election had been in 1910 so one wasthe existing Government had no mandate
should have trusted in Home Rule as it constitutionally duein 1915 as the Govern- either. It was not an elected Government.
was on the Statute Book and itwould havement's mandate had run out. But theThe electoral mandate of the British
evolved into a Republic. And there wasGovernment decided that an election mayParliament, givenin 1910, ranoutin 1915.
therefore no need for war and bloodshed. not suit them so they did a deal with the But it decided to carry on without an
Of course, if wishes were horses we would Opposition, the Tories/Unionists, to bring Election. The Ulster Rebellion had no
allgofor aride. No sane person wishes forthem into Government and avoid an elect-mandate either, except what the Unionists
war if there is a viable alternative. So wasion. These were the people who had openlygave themselves. They had set out to
there a viable alternative in the context of and proudly broken the law against the break the law and had won and the Irish
the time? Bruton implies there was and soGovernment over the prospect of Home Volunteers who had been set up to uphold
the Volunteers deliberately chose theroadRule. Now the lawbreakers were the the law had been treated with contempt.
of war. Nothing could be further from the lawmakers! It was a parliamentaoyp  There were no mandates all round.
truth. d'état

Well, very briefly, let's start at a time . . e .
y y The Unionists had their own army, Rule party to a war of the British Empire

when the Volunteers of 191h8d trust in with plentv arms. thev had British Arm ; i
Home Rule and it seemed another course. - Peny » (NEY Y on Germany and Turkey. He did this

was possible. Because there was a timeSrUpIOOftand now they were in government.yithout an electoral mandate. He never
when the people of 1916 did trustin Home hey had won and it was absolutely clearput it to the Irish electorate that he would
that Home Rule or any form of Irish take Ireland into Imperial wars if the

Rule. Home Rule was of course a very, independence was off the agenda. The i i
very limited form of devolved government P 1€ ag ' "Bmpire gave him Home Rule. But he
was no two ways about it. If that Govern- took Ireland into the Empire's war in 1914,

—forexampleaIotIessthanwhatScotIandment had its wav. we would be still be
has. It appeared possible to have this in Y even though he had not got Home Rule.

1912 after nearly 30 years of Parli::lmentary\;vljislt'r(l(‘?]dfg(r:I I:(;n:ﬁel?dl:jle.itltwvzgs lergzgyo _The National Volunteers went to war
effort. That mountain of Parliamentary 18tr?Se erber 1914);1nd thati[;where iK)wthout an Election mandate. Just like
labour had produced a mouse. pten 'Redmond had done.
would remain.
As aresult, this new Government lost  These Volunteers could nothave gotan

Redmond in support of Home Rule. What all moral authority in Ireland.  In fact it electoral mandate in the circumstances of
only had legal authority because the British 1914,  The Home Rule Party could. It

- : .
C\?r?yp’? negéyﬁgs riveaschoanncgeedacrlljsggnggouse of Commons is above the law. could have resigned its Parliamentary seats
iy . . ecause whatever itis doesis Iegal. Itcangng re-fought them on an |mperia| war
gga::'gln,w;z;ngscﬁpnitgiégsgﬁggeg tl’ydo whateveritlikes anditis automatically mandate. It chose notto do so. And, after
chgngé my mind. What do you do’?ﬁir legal—this is the essence of the British the 1910 mandate ran out in 1915, it
What changed Péarse‘s mind? ' Constitution. Unlike other countries there continued sitting in Parliament and
: ._isno Courtor Law thatitis accountableto. g i i
s pporting the Imperial War.
Whathappened? Therewasarebellion g iy “his " cyrrent campaign, John The Volunteers sought an electoral

against the Government's plans for Home . : : > :
Rule. And this was a real rebellion.  |nBruton, tries to obscure this basic fact mandate for their 1916 action as soon as

1912 the British and Irish Tories/Unionists 200Ut @ non-elected Government being inthey could. - When the British Parliament
organised themselves to set up a PraviPCWer in 1916 and is quoted as saying: returned to electoral politics after a three-
sional Government, an alternative Govern-  "Referring to 256 Irish civilians killed  year gap they fought the Election and they
ment to prevent Home Rule. An illegal ~ duing the Rising, as well as 52 Irish won it. _ N

army was set up in 1913, the UVF, to members of the British army, 14 RIC  British-oriented critics say electoral

members and three members of the Dublin
revent by force the Government imple- . . > support for 1916 two and a half years after
P Y P Metropolitan Police, he said: “These the eventis no good. Demaocratic author-

menting the law it was about to pass, Irish men were acting on the orders ofa . ..
Home Rule. duly constituted Government, elected by isation should have been got b_eforehar_ld.
. a parliament, which had already granted Well, the Home Rule Party which sacri-

Tons of arms and ammunition were home rule tdreland and towhich Ireland  ficed tens of thousands of Nationalist

imported. The Irish Volunteers were set  had democratically elected its own Irishmen in the Empire's War didn't get
up afterwardsteupportlhe Government MPs”..." (Irish Times, 2 Nov. 2104). democratic authorisation before the

in implementing Home—to assist in event—or after it either.
implementing the law notto breakitasthe ~ The Government was not"duly consti-  yoy cannot advertise a military insur-
Ulster Volunteers were planning to do. In tuted" and there were no Irish MPs in the rection and look for signatures on a Petition
1914 the British Army supported this Government or elected in support of that support of it— not under ttizefence of
rebellion when in the Curragh mutiny it Government. the Realm Acinyway. Butthe Volunteers
would not obey the Government on Home fought the General Election when the
Rule implementation—they refused to  Some of the Irish Volunteers were not gritish Government eventually decided
enforce the law! And the important thing slow learners when they saw this happen+g hold one. They asked for a democratic
was that the Government allowed all this ing. It was clear that parliamentary demo- mandate to establish an independent
to happen and conceded all along the linecracy had become a sick joke and that thegovernment in Ireland.  And they got it.
only reality that the Governmentrespond-

Butthenin 1915 a mostimportant thing ed to was rebellion. The British-oriented criticism then is
happened. Something that is never men- To use management-speak, rebellionthat Sinn Fein did not in their election
tioned these days though it was a crucialwas best practice when it came to political programme say that, if they were given a
event. Atthe time no UK Parliament could success at the time. mandate to set up independent govern-
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John Redmond committed the Home

In 1912 Pearse shared a platform with



ment, they would defend it if the British another German to whom he had taken aoverwhelmingly and were then treated

Government made war on it.  This is thalislike." with contempt. People can only take so
kind of criticism made by the defeated That makes it 9 in this one incident much. That is why there was committed
Home Rulers. They had supportedlone. support in every corner of the country for

Britain's World War for more than four On February 20, 1915 the "Cork the War of Independence.

years, saying that it was a war to establishExaminer” interviewed him as he was the  You need only read the daily paper of
democracy and the rights of small nationsman of the moment and he said: the first Dail, the'lrish Bulletin®, to see
throughout _the world. And gll_the time it "We captured a machine gun, killed the extent and depth of this support in
was in their mlnds_ that Britain would the gunners and took some prisoners, EVry corner _of t_he co_untry. Al_Jbane _has
make war on the Irish if they voted for  The Huns lost terribly... On the 6th inst. begun republishing this and it is the first
independent government and set it up! we attacked them again with the bayonettime this has been done since the original

The Irish Vol decided th and took all their trenches ... When the was published during the War itself. |
meb TI_ ns o;]mteerls ecided t atha Irish Guards charge, they do charge, and would recommend you to read it.

ebellion was the only way to get the the Huns knew that too. You would laugh ¢ \uas this mass support that ensured
Governmentto respond as had been proved if you saw us chasing them, mowing them he success of Tom Barrv here and
by the success of the Unionists. That is down by the hundreds... We have nOtye{elsewhere Barrvy was a mil?iar enius
the political and moral case for the 1916  Properly started on them. God help them but he could notyhave won withgu? s
Rebellion. Rebellions by their nature ~ When we do, for there will be some

slaughter{See'Michael O'Leary, Kuno  support.
cannot have any electoral mandate. You Meyer and Peadar O Laoghairely These days we are asked to remember
cannot advertise, announce or vote for a

o Manus O'Riordan in the Ballingeary thpse who fought and died in WWI. And
rebetiion. Historical Society Journal, 2005) of course it is understandable that people

But the rebellion was electorally . :
sanctioned two years later in the over- Asth dt he w broth fWOUId want to remember their family
S they used 1o say, he was a Broth ol e mpers and friends who lost their lives.

whelming electoral supportfor SinnFein. g boy! As O'Leary did his VC killing in But we must also remember how those
And the Government's response confirmedjust one sortie one can only imagine hOWpeopIe were betrayed and cynically
that they still had no respect for Irish many he killed across four years of war. betrayed by the Government they fought
Democracy. The Mother of Parliaments Butthe mind simply boggles atthe n“mberfor For Ireland the Great War was a
totally ignored the result and began he andall his 250, 000 compatriots May s eat Fraud. But this is not what we are
immediately to suppress the new Dail by have killed across that period. No wonder '
all available means—and not just ignore they were flattered as thgighting Irish".
it. Butit's worth giving it some thought to try
Now itis importantto rememberthatto to imagine how many people were killed
add insult to injury this rejection of the in total for what was believed to be the
1918 Election result coincided with the freedom of Ireland under the slogan of
end of the War that was supposed to be forthe freedom of small nationd'have not
'the freedom of small nationsAbout a  seen any effort to record or acknowledge
quarter of a million Irishmen volunteered these numbers among all the remembering But some things cannot be described
and up to 50,000 were killed. But arecentthat we are being asked to do. How ma”yexactly as ashared experience. If one of us
estimate by a retired Irish Army Officer, people allegedly died for Ireland across ;¢ mugged on the way home tonight, |
Tom Bumell, has put the figure at 50% the world in that War? wonder howthe Gardai orthejudgewou]d

higher, about 75,000. We could assume i . . . ) -
they also killed as many Germans, Turks, And what did he_ and Fhe other Irlsh _respond ifthe assa|!ant cIa|med -It was all
Austrians, Hungarians, Bulgarians, etc, SOIdiers get for their sacrifices and their just a shared experience. Likewise, what
who had done no harm whatever to themmass killing?  Instead of the ‘freedom ofwould a judge’s reaction be if a rapist
or to this country. small nations' they got Martial Law, the claimed that his action was really just a
In fact they more than likely killed alot British Army, the Auxiliaries, the Black shared sexual experience? Would it not
and Tan thugs and the RIC doing whatalso be a sick joke to describe the ongoing

more, if the actions of the local winner of X o
they had always done but with knobs on. War that Israel wages on Palestinians as a

the VC, Mick O'Leary from Inchigellagh hared . e Id h
inthe Gearagh’ is anything to go by The The AUXi”arieS, who were defeated sharea experience: Wou anyone wnho

citation he got for being awarded the VC here, were of course officers from the fought at K|Im|c.hael r;ave described it as
from King George V himself at Bucking- GreatWarwho had fought it allegedly for & shared experience? .
ham Palace in early 1915 explained thatthis freedom of small nationsWhat a This is really a technique to explain
he got it becausthe rushed to the front Peculiar idea ofreedomthey must have ~@Wwayour history rather than explainitand
and himselfkilled five Germans who were had! The Great War was the greatest corf© €t US to forget our historical memory.
holding the first barricade, after which he ob in Irish history as far as Ireland was Butamnesiais neveravirtue. A people,
attacked a second barricade, about 60 concerned. like a person, who loses their memory is &

yards further on, which he captured, after It was this insult that created the masssad’ pathetic sight because, if you don't
killing three of the enemy and making support for the War of Independence know where you have come from, you are
. " not likely to know where you are going or
prisoners of two moré People were outraged. indeed who you are
Rudyard Kipling wrote the history of '
O'Leary's regiment and said about the The people had sought independence Thefactisthatthe War of Independence
same eventEye-witnesses reportthathe for decades, had been promised inde-was not a war of choice for us. John
(O'Leary) did his work quite leisurely and pendence, had fought and killed for it in Bruton would lead you to believe it was.
wandered out into the open, visible for WWI, were in turn killed for it by the tens The British threw everything they had to
any distance around, intent upon killing and tens of thousands; they voted for isuppress the new democratically elected

encouraged to remember these days.

Those who ask us to remember WWI
also want us to forget a lot about it. We are
given glib phrases, such as that we should
appreciate our shared history, our shared
experience. It's nice to share—it sounds
so comforting.



Government—but failed. There was a warwhether flying out to, or returning from, because she stood between Ireland and an
for independence only because of the watUN service. But the two adults | saw in enemy common to our civilisation and |
that was launcheagainstindependence| military uniform that morning were not would not have it said that she defended us
dressed as Irish Army officers. They were while we did nothing at home but pass
dressed in British Army uniforms, as were resolutions' But this statementis usually
the score or more who followed them, quoted out of context. Alice Curtayne's
complete with their army helmets being biography,Francis Ledwidge—a A Life
checked through security. But the reasonof the Poetmakes it perfectly clear that it
why the "army rank-and-file" were is taken from a June 1917 letter in which
onsiderably more diminutive than their Ledwidge, while no longer adhering to
Ohofficers"was thatthey were, infact, mere such a view, explained what had been his
children, primary school pupils aged 11 or original motivation for enlisting in 1914.
12, at most. Before continuing with my In that same letter Ledwidge revealed his
own experiences of the flight, | will refer sympathies for the 1916 Rising, referred
. _ to the report of an RTE news item that | to his poem on the executed Rising leader
. Af‘d_ this commem_orat|on and others subsequently ascertained had been broadFhomas McDonagh as his favourite one,
:clnléigléioinhg\?izgr:]lggt%(taocg(u)?:;er (t)?(t)h eircast on the previous day, October 22nd: and described how awful it felt to be
convictions, maintaining their own sel "Patrician Primary School in New- caled @ British soldier while my own
respect and thereby aetting the respect of Pridge Co Kildare found a special way to COUNtry has no place among the nations
P y geting P combine their 100 year anniversary with but the place of Cinderella” Home on
people across the world and our respgct. the centenary of the First World War. 26 leave in the immediate aftermath of the
The people of 1916 and the War of the students represented soldiers fromEaster Rising Ledwidge had in fact told
Independence fought for what they were  the town that went to war in 1914. The his brother Joe!If | heard the Germans
e_ntltled to, were promlsed,ha(_j foughtand group also marched to the train station, \yare coming in over our back wall, |
died for, and voted for. In doing so thg@y just as those soldiers would have 100 wouldn't go out now to stop them. They

were, as Samuel Ferguson said of Thomas %/r(]aar? %QO-tASISQNOfthﬁ COdmmlt?mBOflf’ﬂ_ion could comel”
o ; : e student soldiers are heading to Belgium :
Ec?\\//;r’]’cisnz:i r_?ﬁziczgghlsgli;);el%g]r?ésfl for four days to visit historic V?orld V\?ar The Newbridge children will certainly
X 2. ) One sites like Ypres, the Menin Gate and not be toldhat about Ledwidge! But | am
without quaI|f|<_:at|on or reservation. a day trip to the Somme in France. not sure there will be any Irish cultural
__ Andhonouring the Boys of Kilmichadl - Following in the footsteps of those who references at all. When not excitedly
is our way of asserting our own seff-  made that journey a century ago." explaining the purpose of his journey to

respect today because, if we ever dis :
b / The NewbridgéBritish Army"platoon ~ the other passenger, thboy soldier

them, we would be disowning ourselves ; "
boarded the plane after me, led by two repeatedly rehearsed thatjolly British War
and what we are. We would become s¢lf p y song,"Pack up your troubles in your own

haters. teachers, posing dsfficers". | was in an ) ; . > )
That is why it gives me great pleasure@iSle seat, another adult at the window, Kit-bag and smile, smile, smileThe child
0 be here and 1 thank the Committee@nd one ofthe bdoldiers'inthe middle.  Will not be told that the Welsh author of
again for inviting me and | wish them 4l | averted my eyes, as he turned in mthose 1915 Iyr|c§, G(_aorge I—!enry Eowell,
ecame a conscientious objector in 1916

the best for the future and | am sure thadiréction on a number of occasions, in orotest against conscrintion. Nor will
they will ensure this annual commemdr- @nxious to start a conversation. | was so p g puon.

) . X incensed at seeing such Imperialist Warh€ be told how the British war poet Wilfred
ation becomes a bigger and bigger evs nt(':hild abuse, with tegachers peF;forming theOwen, who would be killed on 4th
role of pericious Pied Pipers, that if | November 1918, exactly a week short of
opened my mouth at all, | was afraid that ArT]!St'Ce Day, hgtlj g‘QCkfczhthfsse _||y”CS

| would explode and take my anger outon'n NiS poem entitied just thal.mile,
Gay D GrOteSque the child hipmself. So, the boz turaed to the Smile, Smile"This poem had been written
continued  other passenger, sayitiguppose you're Y Owen on the French front on 23rd
wondering whatwe're doingénd proudly September 1918, in protest against a
at a sold-out event in central Brussels. proceeded to give a narrative along the____

Byrne is expected to reflect on his exper- lines of the RTE report. E E REA DYI

ience of retrieving the hidden history of

If the people had accepted the
Government's reaction to the way thpy
voted in the 1918 Election and ngt
responded by defending their legitimatgly
elected Dail, it would have meant they did
not take themselves seriously and tha
they had no self-respect. The defenc
the first legitimately elected Dail by it
legitimate army, the IRA, was an assertipn
and a defence of the people's self-respect
That was itgaison d'étre

his father's participationinthe FirstWorld  Itis notbeyond the bounds of possibility P,,:L:::mw
War, ahead of a screening of the RTE thatthe children were told something about 942014
documentary broadcast earlier this year,the Co. Meath poet Francis Ledwidge ki 4
My Father's Waf who was killed in that War in 1917. te-anactashil
Sure enough, as | took that morning's Ledwidge is often extolled not only for his “,:;,, “|“_

flight to Brussels to attend a meeting of PO€try and personal courage but also for
the European Economic and Social the cause for which he enlisted in the

Committee, there was Byrne seated aBritish Army. Ledwidge, who fought in
couple of rows in front of me. Kosovo in 1915 in order to expel the new
Bulgarian invaders and restore that

Boe the iroops
aff o thm Front]

Yetitwas what | had observed on going province to the only slightly more recent Tuesday,
through Dublin airport security that had Serbian invaders of 1912, has been 21st Dotobar,
first turned my stomach. From time to frequently quoted with approval for the n;:ﬂ ::_
time, | have seen Irish Army personnel anti-German sentiments contained in his Helg wn remembar
wearing military uniform at the airport, statement thall joined the British Army o SESEEges St War Saas
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rejection by French President Clemenceaubound the youth with belts and straps, gnd  This book reads like an attempt to
of an Austrian peace initiative, on the builded parapets and trenches therg¢". remedy that strategic error. It remains to
grounds that such a peace would be aVhenanangelasks Abramto spare Isaac'be seenwhether it has come intime to save
"betrayal"of the Allied fighting troops. In  life and sacrifice instead the Ram of Pridle, the Party. But if recent economic data is
that poem, the bitterly satirical Owen the outcome in Owen's poem is vdry anything to go by at least the future of the
referred to the simultaneous war propa-different from that of the Bible, and itengls State is secure.
ganda publication of a photograph of threewith the powerful lines!But the old man
smiling wounded soldiers, under the would notso, butslew his son, and halfthe While Lenihan's time as Minister for
caption"Happy". seed of Europe, one by on€hese wordg Finance is examined in the most detail, he
about the Imperialist corruption of youth had alife before May 2008. And, of course,
by war propaganda, and the actual sacrificehis family had a long tradition of public
of youth in Imperialist war itself, did, of service. Dr. Harman Murtagh gives some
course, spring to mind yet again, a$ linsightinto his family background.
disembarked at Brussels airport and daw Lenihan's grandfather, P.J. Lenihan,
another'boy soldief engage with Gay] supported Michael Collins and the Treaty.
Byrne, and overheard the response gf aAfter a period in the Civil Service he was
delighted Byrne*Well done!" seconded to a textile factory in Athlone in
Manus O'Riordan the 1930s, which at its height employed
700 people. Murtagh's account is brief,

Book Review: Brian Lenihan: In Calm And Crisis, Irish Academic Press, ©122.45. butthe impression givenis that the factory

Editors: Brian Murphy, Mary O'Rourke, Noel Whelan ~ Was largely sponsored by the State. It also
seems to have been quite progressive with

Workers' Councils and Trade Union

. . recognition. The grandfather became
Brian Lenihan General Manager and the company was
commercially successful. In 1957 he
retired and opened a small hotel by the

There is, of course, that even more
powerful poem by OwefiT he Parable of
the Old Man and the Youngh which he
subverts the Biblical story of Abraham
and Isaac. (Rather than start a row
whenever | hear sentimental World War
One songs being sung, | often follow on
by singing my own adaptation of this
Owen poem as an antidatélhen Abram

This book is a collection of essays political careers end in failure. However,
about Brian Lenihan, a much loved it is unusual for the political failure to
politician who found himself in the eye of precede the verdict of the people. TheShores of Lough Re?' _He seems to he_lve
the political storm arising from the worst thinking of the Party seems to have beendeYeIOped anappreciation of the industrial
economic crisis in the history of the State. to replace Cowen with someone presentPlicy of Sean Lemass (both pre- and
The editors of the book don't claim that able, who had not been associated tod?0St-Protection) and for this reason was
that the collection is balanced, although much with the economic crisis. Micheal attracted toFiannaFail. He servedasaTD
some of the essays are critical. Inevitably Martin as the outgoing Minister for Foreign fOF @ number of years. Murtagh notes that
a sympathetic account of Brian Lenihan's Affairs seemed to be the ideal candidate." 1965, when the famous Fine Gael
life cannot avoid being a defence of his politician and War of Independence hero
brief and tumultuous tenure as Minister  There is a glib maxim of political spin, G€neral Sean McEoin lost his seatin PJ's
for Finance. In this reviewer's opinion the which says that"ifyou find yourselfhaving constituency, there was no sense of
case for the defence is strong, butwhy hago explain, you're losing”. Fianna Fail tfiumphalism within the Lenihan family.
it taken so long for it to be made? adopted that maxim. It decided to apologise . , . ,

in the hope thatitwouldn't have to explain. ~ Bran Lenihan Senior, PJ's son, had a

Lenihan's Aunt, former Cabinet Minis- But, of course the media's appetite for/0ng and distinguished career in Fianna
ter Mary O'Rourke, expresses disappoint-obeisance was insatiable. No apology wad &il- Murtagh says that Brian Senior
ment in her essay at the current Fiannacontrite enough. A second element of theregarded himself as being e_mSouaI Demo-
Fail leader Micheal Martin's reluctance to Party's strategy was to talk about some-Crat who wanted closer links between
defend her nephew’s legacy. The criticismthing else besides the economy. So, MartinFianna Fail and the Labour Party. This
is completely justified. There were some proposed a number of gimmicks such asTight refer to the time in the late 1980s
outrageous allegations made about thechanging our electoral system. In the @1d 1990s when Fianna Fail began to
Fianna Fail/Green Party Government by various debates he did quite well, but 2cCePt that the days of single party
various media and politicians that went nobody really cared. The electorate sawCGOVernment were over.
unanswered. the Fianna Fail campaign as afutile attempt  The essays of Mary O'Rourke and Mary

At the end of 2010 the Fianna Fail/ to induce amnesia. McAleese give the impression that Brian
Green Party Governmenthadrunitscourse  |nretrospectitis clear that Brian Cowen Lenihan Junior was quite an earnest and
and was about to face the electorate. Theshould not have been deposed as Fiannatudious youth. He studied law in Trinity
handling of the Troika's arrivalin Novem- F4il leader before the election. The Irish and won a scholarship. He later graduated
ber 2010 was shambolic and caused aeople had a deep need to come to termfrom Cambridge. McAleese expected him
crisis of confidence withinthe Government with what had happened since 2007.to pursue a lucrative career in law, but he
parties. Having done all thatwas necessanReplacing Cowen with Martin was an chose politics without any pressure from
to restore the economy to a sustainablegyasive action, which meantthat a defencehis family.
footing, Fianna Fail panicked at the of the outgoing Government went by  Brian Murphy, a former speech writer
prospect of facing the electorate. default. While the outcome of the election for two Taoisigh, gives an interesting

By deposing its leader, Brian Cowen, might not have been much different, the account of Lenihan's initial foray into
the Party was conceding that it had failed evasiveness of Fianna Fail was neither inpolitics: the Dublin West by-election
in the previous three and a half years.the long term interests of the Party or thecampaign of 1996, which arose following
Enoch Powell famously said that all State. the death of Brian Senior. Lenihan was a



rather diffident candidate on the doorsteps,reviewer's opinion there is some merit in every right to be annoyed. The preroga-
but a confident media performer. Interest- this argument. While the burden of taxation tive for announcing entry into the Troika
ingly, Murphy praises the selfless devotion fell too heavily on low income earners in programme should have rested with the
to the Party of Ray Burke who put in long the 1980s, that problem was solved by thesovereign Government. The State had
hours canvassing so that the Party wouldearly 1990s. However, the resolution of funding for another six months. The
retain its seat. the problem did not stop the drive for even Government wanted to delay entry into
Murphy suggests that there were ele-more tax cuts in subsequent years, longthe programme in order to obtain the best
ments of that campaign that presagedafter there was a social justification for possible deal. In this reviewer's opinion
future developments in Irish Politics. such measures. Lenihan's cousin, FeargaHonohan's unnecessary intervention
Fianna Fail believed that it would need O'Rourke, remarks in his essay that, byundermined the Government's negotiating
35% of the vote to prevent Joe Higgins of the time Lenihan had become the Minister position.
the Socialist Party from overtaking Leni- for Finance, 2 out of 5 income earners
han on transfers. But Brian Junior won the were outside the income tax net. Thatwas Honohanis very interesting on the days
seat with a far lower percentage of First not sustainable. leading up to the bailout announcementin
Preferences. The reason was that Lenihan which he was a very significant actor. He
had won a significant proportion of  But, of course, the budget deficit was says an Editorial in thEinancial Times
transfers from the Fine Gael candidate.not the only challenge facing Lenihan, (18.11.10) claimed there was a bank run
Was this the beginning of class politics or within a few months of his appointment in Ireland. In an uncertain environment
a symptom of something else? he was faced with the prospect of abankingPerceptions can determine the reality.
collapse in September 2008. As other Then, by way of justification for his
Lenihan's political advisor, Cathy essays in this book document, it was oneMorning Irelandintervention he says:
Herbert, in her essay notes that he felt thecrisis after another until the end of 2010 "Things had gotto the point where, had
campaign led by Joe Higgins against binwhen he remarked poignantly: it remained silent on the state of play, the
charges reflected a sense of alienation 'y afraid that after all our efforts we  Central Bank would have not only failed
from the State. Lenihan's belief in  are going to end up in the place we have N its responsibility to use timely com-
defending the interests of the State is one been striving so hard to avoid." munication to steady confidence, but
of the main themes of Herbert's excellent would also have dashed a legitimate
L . public expectationin Ireland that it could
essay. When he_vvas MmlsterforChlIdren be trusted not to deceive through
he ruled out the idea of independent lega Ireland to avoid the social upheaval that

omission."
representation for children in legal . .
P 94l Gther countries experienced. In the two

disputes. He was also against instituting a, . .
Court of Civil Appeal because it would and a half years leading up to the bailout

add an extra costly judicial layer. The Herbert says the Civil Servants in the

answer lay in making the existing system Department of Finance were completely
ay 9 X gsy . __dedicated to restoring the public finances.
more efficient. He saw these 'reforms' as

"lawyer fattening exerciseddnfortunate- The morale in the Department was quite
ly, as Herbert notes wistfully'both of good during this period. There developed

h hios h . ied" a sense of camaraderie, in part, as a con-
t eItS(iassvx;grSth 2\/503';]5?;6‘”']8'_@%” on sequence of the relentles§ attac_ks on the
Lenihan's views on Government Departmgn.t from the media. Lenlhan _hgd

: a high opinion of most of the senior civil

But the efforts were not in vain. The
Igroundwork that had been done enabled

In this reviewer's opinion that is self-
'serving nonsense.
He then goes on to say:

"...Imade a point of explicitly leaving
these two aspects—whether an applic-
ation would be made and the possibility
of a precautionary-only arrangement—
open in the radio interview which |
undertook the following morning
(Thursday 18 November). The Troika
remained in doubt about the Govern-

"The job of the Government on behalf seryants. But the nature of the crisis was
of the State is to ensure that the cOmMMONnhrecedented. At one stage one senior
good is served: that requires saying ‘No civil servant exclaimed in despair:

at least as often as saying 'Yes'... he
instanced the Hepatitis C scandal of the "Minister we cannot advise you be-

mid-1990s. It was his view that Michael
Noonan, the Minister for Health, had

been treated badly by the political system . - .
including Fianna Fail. While allowing While the Minister respected his sta

that the controversy had been handledin the Department of Finance, he felt it ,
disastrously, he argued that all Noonan necessary to seek outside help from suc
had been endeavouring to do was toacademics/economists as Patrick Hono-
protect the interests of the State, which han, Alan Ahearne, Colm McCarthy, Jim
was his duty. Lenihan's view was that N0 | eary aswell as the Minister for Finance
matter how deserving orworthy the cause, y ,in ‘the last recession Ray McSharry.
in a world of limited resources a )
government had to act proportionately in Honohan was later appointed Governor of
the best interests of all the citizens."  the Central Bank and Ahearne was
appointed Lenihan's economic advisor.

before".

ment's intentions and the interview, if
anything, improved the negotiating
atmosphere somewhat to our advantage.”

In this reviewer's opinion the Gover-

cause we have never been in this positionnor overstepped his responsibilities in

announcing the bailout. There was
ff absolutely no necessity to do this. Itis also
interesting that he seems to deny that that
He in fact what he did. No one who listened
to that interview could interpret Honohan
as leaving anything open.

Atranscriptof the interviewis available

on the Internet. The interview begins with
a quibble about whether to call the Troika
involvement a"bailout" or a "loan".

Honohan insists on referring to it as a

Herbert gives avery interesting descrip- Honohan, Ahearne and McSharry also "loan" because the State would be expect-

tion of Lenihan's period as Finance Minis-
ter. He was appointed in May 2008 and

contribute to this book.

ed to repay the funds.

Then, after some toing and froing, the

immediately set about restoring the State's Cathy Herbert says that Lenihan wasMorning Ireland interviewer Rachel

finances. One of his main philosophical very annoyed that Honohan ravigrning
tenets was that all income earners shouldreland on 18th November 2010 to
pay some direct tax. All citizens should announce that a bailout was inevitable. In
feel they have a stake in the State. In thisthis reviewer's opinion the Minister had

English asks:

"So is it your understanding then, that
there will be a loan and we will have to
accept it?"

11
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Honohan replies: whichthe debtoris deemedto have renegednd Paul Gallagher (Attorney General,
"lts my expectation that that would ©N his obligations). By not providing for 2007 to 2011) provide much needed
happen yes absolutely” this, the option of liquidating Anglo-lrish context to the Guarantee. Before the
Bank was closed off. Guarantee, the ratings agency Fitch gave
Inthe main text of his essay he suggestsAnglo-Irish Bank an A+ credit rating. In
above statement, but not much. For most i, 5 few caveats that Anglo-Irish Bank October 2008, a few weeks after the
ofdthe rerr_lamd;erhof the mtefrv;]ewl there 'S,fshould have been let go: Guarantee, the Department of Finance
ﬁv\:gl;;;fgcigmzrfrms ofthe foan as| "...it became evident that the losses Was predicting GNP to fall by 1% in 2009

> assumed by the Irish tax payer were tooand then to bounce back with growth rates
This appeared to cause some constern- pion - itimately surely exceeding what of 2.5% and 3.5% for 2010 and 2011.
ationamong listeners because Englishfelt  \yould have been suffered by Ireland had Unemployment would peak at 7.3% in

it necessary at the end of the interview to  Anglo's operations been suspended ther&0p9. The ESRI, the Central Bank and the
clarify matters: and then with a view to liquidation."

There is some ambiguity about the

IMF were making similar predictions. The
"Ok and just one final questionthenin  However, in a footnote at the end of the actual figure for 2009 was a drop in GNP
relation to the loan, because | know paok (as distinct from the end of the of 9% and unemployment peaked at 15%.

already listeners are getting on to US, o a0y his view is far more tentative:
they're looking for absolute clarity here.

Just to confirm that it is your understand- "With hindsight of the scale of the ~ When the Guarantee expired in 2010,
ing that we will be receiving a multi- hidden losses in Anglo's books, it may the European Central Bank still refused to
billion Euro loan from the IMF and from seem obvious now that to have pusheda|low us to burn senior Bondholders.

the EU?" Anglo into bankruptcy atthat time, leav- £y rthermore, Ahearne notes that to date

in itorsan ndholders, domestic., : ;

Honohan replied: ar?dd?g)roesig;ﬁ Saﬁkg’b% ?al?ed?hsei?cl’osisetsc no losses have begn imposed on senior
"Look it's not my call. It's the Govern- would have provided a better allocation bolnds of'any pank in the euro a.red.i‘i

ment's decision at the end. Its my Of thoselosses. Butitis worth bearing in SPite ofthis, Ollie Rehn, the Commissioner
expectation thatthis s definitely likelyto ~ Mind the spill-over effects, i.e. even for Economic and Monetary Affairs,
happen. That's why the large technical ignoring thelikely marketconsequences, expressed the view thatthe Guarantee was
teams are sitting down discussing these ~Suchactionwouldlikelyhave givenBrian g "mistake” an opinion that has been
matters, and... | think this is the way  and his Government pariah status, givengeizeq on by Fintan O'Toole among other
forward" (this interesting interview can (€ general perception at the time thatthe ., o tators. Ahearne finds Rehn's view

. ; US Government's decision to let Leh-
b d at http: b.dfa. load " N . .
dﬁcLen?en?s/emga(gvgfx/Mazrli?i/&%ggwf/ man's fall into bankruptcy had triggered puzzling”since it was the Commission

governor%200f%20the%20central  the global crisis just a couple of weeks and the ECB that prevented Ireland from
%20bank%20patrick%20honohan.pdf). ~ Pefore. A bankrupt Anglo could have pursuing an alternative policy. This

been seen as the European Lehman's." reviewer agrees with the following com-
Honohan is right! It wasn't his call. But ments of Ahearne:
why was it necessary for him to make a

pre-emptive strike?

In summary, Honohan is suggesting
Lenihan should have provided for an "One cannot help feel that for many
eventuality which none of his advisors ~ P€ople it is convenient to blame the

. . : : : . country's entire economic woes on the
The most controversial decision of (including international consultants) blanke)f[ guarantee. Many people are

Lenihan's political career was the Guaran-thought would happen. But, even if  ,,comfortable discussing what they said
tee. Lenihan and Cowen were faced withLeénihanhad providedfor thateventuality,  and did—and in some cases what they
the imminent collapse of the banking the policy option, which this would have  did not say and did not do—during the

system. They had to act and act quick|y_allowed him to pursue, was not that years of the bubble. If the public can be
Since that highly pressurised night of palatable leven ignoring market con-  convinced that our problems began on
September 2008, acres of print have beersequences Also, Honohan does not the night of t?fethﬁrarILteTeﬁ then nlea.rly
devoted to that decision which have beenconsider the risks associated with a less SVeryone Is off the hook. The simplistic

) ) -~ : : narrative that the bank guarantee cost the
written in tranquillity by, for the most comprehensive Guarantee. If Lenihanhad  giate 064 billion and that we ended upin

part, people who have never had to makenot covered existing Bondholders or had  an EU/IMF bailout programme because
adecision of consequence about anythingnotcovered Bonds in thevent of default” of the guarantee is too often used to
the markets might well have concluded distort the truth."
Honohan's comments on the Guaranteenhat the Irish Government did not believe
re_a_d .|Ike quibbles rather than a substantiakhat the banking systgm was solv.ent,-whichhead against Europe. That is the theme of
criticism. He concedes that all the expertwould have undermined the objective of R ; . .

: : . X : ay McSharry's essay, which has received
advice that Lenihan received was that thethe Guarantee: to restore confidenceinthe, .~ .o 0 D00 2l S
banks had a liquidity problem rather than panking system and stem the outflow of 'y qpo e o umenti%that we saved the
an insolvency problem. Nevertheless, funds. £ b yb i g Analo-Irish Bank
Honohan thinks Lenihan should not have uro by barling out Anglo-lrish Bank.
guaranteed existing Senior Debt, which  Martin Mansergh in his thoughtful essay This might be true, but we also sav_ed
was not due to mature for a number of quotes Lenihan's own defence: ?hursilzleé. COUId_ Wg he;ve 'Zsuggggreﬂ'.blﬁ
years. However he admits that this pointis "...on the night of 29 September, there W(r)iélld ohaL\j/rgpiil/nolveepdeTs e(:ommi,t\'?ilnlc
"moot", given that the Troikainsisted that  simply was too much at stake to economic suicide? In this reviewergs
the State underwrite this debt anyway. discriminate between different types of =~ L

He also thinks the Guarantee legislation ~ bondholders, and in the end those whom©P!NoN the answer is "no
should not have covered Bondholders in  the Governor felt should not have been e Guarantee was not the only policy
the "event of default”Bondholders are covered z_acc_o_u_nte"d for just 3 per cent of thatthe Governmentimplemented in order

. covered liabilities". .
entitled to early payment of the fullamount to save the banking system. Ahearne
owed in arfevent of default{an event in In their excellent essays Alan Ahearne describes the setting up of NAMA

Of course, we could have gone head to



[National Assets Management Agency], cancer. It would have been very adversary and constituency colleague, the
which took development loans off the understandable if he had resigned. But hecurrent Minister for Health Leo Varadkar.

balance sheets of the Irish banks. At thedecided to fight through the pain in order He noted that when Lenihan spoke at
time NAMA was criticised as a bailout for to fulfil his implacable commitmenttothe constituency functions he always acknow-
developers which with the passing of time Irish State. This reviewer witnessed his ledged the presence of politicians from
appears as an even more absurd commenthdomitable spirit at the Béal na Blath other political parties. When there was a

than it was at the time: there have beenMichael Collins commemoration in very serious school crisis in Dublin West
numerous legal actions by developersAugust 2010, less than a year before hishe worked with the Department of

againstNAMA.
The Spanish Government establishe

last breath. He stayed long after his speechEducation to establish a new model of
dadrawing strength from engaging with Community National School called after

bad bank identical to NAMA three years people, mostly from outside the Fianna Irish names rather than saints because

later. Slovenia did the same in 2013.

Of course the banking crisis was only Dublin West constituency at a time when

one element of the crisis. The deteriorati
in the public finances cannot be explain

by the banking crisis alone. Our tax system
had been hollowed out as a result of a
policy of making the public finances

dependent on property transaction taxes
during the period of the boom. While the

low-paid contributed to resolving th

public finances, higher income earners
contributed far more. Honohan points out

Fail tradition. He was accompanied by athey are run by the State and are non-
busload of Fianna Fail members from his denominational.

Always for the State!

Varadker finished by quoting from

o ) ) Aristotle:
This is an excellent book, which will be

parsed and analysed for as long as there is

interest in our recent tumultuous history.

onthe Party was at a low ebb.
ed

"The beauty of the soul shines out
when a man bears with composure one
heavy mischance after another, not

) ) because he does notfeelthem, butbecause
Included in the appendices there are he js a man of high and heroic temper".
transcripts of Dail speeches following

Lenihan's death. Surprisingly, the best of May he rest in peace!
these speeches was from his political

e
John Martin

thatby 2011 the OECD found that Irelandl's

tax system was among the most progr
sive of that organisation's three doz
members.

This reviewer agrees with Ahearne
conclusion that history will show tha
Brian Lenihan's incredible hard work arn
courage during the most acute phase

ES-
eNn

. Principles, Principles Everywhere

t They say lIrish pacifists would kill for upon me: I'd never make it. | peeped out.
d their principles. Some years ago | cameThey were still there.
ofacross a bunch of them at a Symposium. |

the crisis put the banking system and {he never knew there could be so much trouble I'd been asked to speak at this sympo-

Irish economy on the road to recovery

The damage done to the economy W
as a result of policies pursued prior
2008. It also must be said that the Iri
State was incredibly unlucky. It coul
have avoided much of the econom
hardship if its own economic problen
had not been in the midst of a sevg
international crisis. Also, the EU's respon
to the crisis was too late for Ireland. Alg
Ahearne makes the point that, one an
half years after the Troika arrived i

concentrated in the one place. I'd neversium. Why, you may well ask? For no

witnessed so many principles at the onereason that | know. | was asked to speak on
astime, all vying with one another. The place Irish Neutrality, which all political parties,
[0 was crammed with principles. My inferiority at the time, favoured, it seemed. | was to
5h complex grew as | gazed at my inner selfanccover the methodology to the military
- wondered at my emptiness. Was there anynaintenance of neutrality.
ic way in which | could develop a principle?  The attendance was large, full of trouble.
S But | knew it was hopeless. When it hadn'tBut | was unaware. It was held in Galway.
re happened heretofore, | knew | was a lostThey were all peace-niks of one ilk or the
Se cause. Aroom full of principles and me with other. They all belonged to different groups
N empty pockets. or organisations. Little did | know. Some
 a | was doing my best. Trying to hide my were pseudo. Some were normal, | think.
N deficiency. Allthose pacifists with principles But some were 'off the wall'. Quite scary.

Ireland, the ECB under Mario Draghi coming out their ears and me in the middleOne salient feature eluded me. Later on, |

introduced a potentially limitless Bong
buying programme in response to t
severe crisis faced by Italy and Spal

Referring to a speech by the head of {heEveryone could see through me.

European Stability Mechanism Klay
Regling in 2014 he says:

"... the European level responses
the crisis have evolved over time and
options that were notavailable to Irelan
Portugal or Greece have become availa
now, while new options may becom
available in the future.”

Of course, the story of Brian Lenihan
not just an evaluation of his politicg
decisions, it is also a human story abq
courage in the face of adversity.

of them, devoid of anything resembling a realised some of them had hidden agendas,
e principle. | was hopingto slink outthe door, relating to their aspirations. They had
N. but no chance. | was an obvious aberrantambitions of a political nature. Some of
My these later would fructify. Those were in
S transparency couldn't be hidden, even fronfurtherance of their aims. It suppose it was
myself. | closed my eyes. Maybe some ofquite natural. But, then, their objectives
to these pacifists mightbe exceptions, | thoughtwere unseen by me. | could see they were
.. Maybe all of them weren't tarred with the full of principles, but | couldn't discern them
d, one brush. Maybe there was something lefall. Myself, | wouldn't have recognised a
blein the bucket. | wasn't long gone from the principle if | owned one.
€ Army and hadn't met so many civvies in  I'd mixed with soldiers most of my life.
suchlarge numbers togetherinthe one placezgos were not all-important. There were
s It was an unnerving experience. In theexceptions, of course. I'd known several
| Army it was made fun of. Watch out. Mind who'd been decorated for valour in the
utthe civvies. Beware. Don't trust them. field. They were uncomplicated. They
n Civvy women, maybe. Up to a point. In a shared a common bond. None wanted to

December 2009 he was diagnosed w

ith pinch. Butkeep your powder dry. It dawned speak of himself. Careers were diligently
13
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pursued, but there was candour andswim. | was amid a very hostile group. would have to rethink. The destruction or
openness. Butthese pacifists | was meeting hey could take it or leave it. 1 no longer unavailability could be central to this
seemed to belong to a different speciescared. | let it all out. | gave them what | reconsideration. Deployments by defender
They were restive and clamant. Theywanted to give. | had done some study. lor attacker would be cat-and-mouse.
seemed to be pursuing some chimerahad my own conclusions. Also my own Timings would be central. Redundancy
This was a different kettle of fish, entirely. rationale. | could argue my case. 'Jowls'would ensue (hopefully for the defender).
How did | arrive here? How and why? had stayed, reluctantly, and seemed moreDecisiveness, conviction and expertise
Without a single principle that | was aware quietened. The hosts had done nothing. Invould be required. There would be a big
of. Once again, I'd left my flanks exposed.fairness, the audience had not tried anyre-think. It would give pause to any
My discomfort was apparent. They were other disruption. | stumbled through. aggressor. Buying time, and any timings,
looking at me. would be paramount. (An invasion of the
The background was the Cold War, Republic would be by NAT@r WP for
Things proceeded. Kind of. It was my with NATO (North Atlantic Treaty diametrically opposite reasons: bothtodo
turn to speak. | was at a rostrum, lookingAlliance) on one side and the Warsaw Pactwith the Atlantic Bridge.)
outataseaoffaces. The faces were lookingn the other. Britain was central toit all. It
back. We weren't impressing each otheroccupied the Six Counties on behalf of |had come toanend. They were open-
Everything seemed surreal. Fromthe corneNATO. If the Cold War became heated, mouthed. There was no outburst of
of my eye, | espied a man. He was oddlyBritish forces could launch an attack and cheering; Orbooing. Some showed some
positioned. Who was he? | asked him totake the required facilities in the Republic, interest. | was not invited back. | wasn't
identify himself. He told me his name*. He including major air and sea ports there. showered with rotten tomatoes.
was there to chair the meeting. He hadn'fThese could be vital to the maintenance of Up stood the Professor. | was taken by
done hisjob. He'd done nothing. Everythingthe Atlantic Bridge subsequently. (I have surprise. He had stayed awake. He could
was ominous. | told him to stay as he was.no knowledge regarding the Governmentspeak. He had an Irish, southern, accent.
| sensed mischief in the air. The Professorof the Republic or its acquiescence in this.) He had a south of Ireland surname. Avery
was an odd and eccentric figure: tall, The Warsaw Pact (WP) had massive strange man. Uncomfortable looking and
aesthetic, ageing and on an unusual missionand, sea and air forces in the Kola Penin-gauche. Where did he come out of? He
By now, | knew | was at some risk or other. sula. From there (including Archangel and was a puzzle. | had gained some bit of
Iwas atarget. Setup by manipulators intheMurmansk) these could penetrate Finland,confidence. | tried a smirk, which | knew
background. His dripping nose struck me,Sweden, Norway and make entry into thehe deserved. | didn't quite know why
and his thinness. He was of a timid Norwegian Sea and try to make entry into things were thus. | was seeing blackboards,
demeanour, but observant. He could blendhe North Atlantic. NATO could block chalk and dusters. But he was reassuring
in with the wall-paper. His eyes had beenentry atthe GIUK Gap (Greenland-Iceland- everyone. He was seemingly speaking
piercing me. He wasn't up for me. He wasUK Gap). This would prevent WP vessels, from on high. He was talking a load of
there for me. | was a sitting duck. The especially nuclear subs, from entering andrubbish. Any WP/NATO conflict would
pacifists looked on with horror. He looked operating in the Atlantic. bypass Ireland. Ireland, he seemed to be
on with abhorrence. My stutter got worse. NATO sea convoys, part of the Atlantic saying, was immune. Whence this came,
| was on a hiding to nothing. Then, out of Bridge, could re-inforce and gain European he never said. All very odd. He was
the blue, waiting for me, another part of adestinations with relative safety. This talking pie-in-the-sky. | thought he must
plan unfolded. reinforcement of NATO from North America be joking. But no. He wasn't Tommy
There came a double-whammy. Fromcould pass, by sea and air, south of the IrishCooper. He was being serious. He was
the body of the hall emerged this man. Hecoast, on to these European mainland portgalking to children. They listened, these
was somewhat pudgy, middle-aged,still in NATO possession, at a moment in pacifists. Theydidn'tlaughatall. | smirked
bespectacled. He was spewing hate. Stime; or utilise Irish sea and airports in the on and on. Who was he? What was he?
belittled before, nor had | ever seenitdoneRepublic; or utilise the Republic as a Who sent him? There came a break.
to anyone to such a degree. He told thoseoncentration area or as a trampoline into
assembled that he had great difficulty those NATO facilities in the West European
being in the same room as me, a meranainland which remained still intact. WP
soldier. He said he felt like leaving. | was intervention, emerging from Kola, would be
not fit for his company. It was all too further stretched by this passage of the
much, he proclaimed. | had never seenAtlantic Bridge, south of the Republic. Itis not normal for me. He was a Profes;or,
. . i . Lo head of a Faculty, in a British University,
this person before. His face grew contortedapparent from this analysis, due primarily to . o .
with hate. His voice was very angry. | felt the space factor, the undoing of Irish n a sr.noke—splllllng,_ch|mney—stacked,
. . g . . smog-filled English city, a far cry from
he might physically attack me. I'd never neutrality rested with NATO, rather than the tolling, Angelus-sounding spires of
been subjected to the likes of this before with WP. (The politics aside, being unknown :

) . his native Southern Ireland habitat. He'd
I mumbled that the door was open. But heto me in any capacity.) made abig iournev. alriaht. This suburban
dismissed me with a shrug. But who was 9 Y amnght.

Assessing military implications, Irish James Bond. Somehow, he reminded of a

he? What was he? . . o .

. neutrality was most at risk from NATO. disoriented, just-out-of-bed, newly

I continued. The Professor stayed out of . - 4
. . The Irish military counter would be to awakened, tousled Noddy. But he'd
it. Iwas leftto my owndevices. My dander . ) . .
rose. | Was on mv onev-o. It was sink Ordeprlveapotentlal aggressor of that whichbecome animated.
' y y-o. he desired: air and sea ports inthe Repub- He'd made a tortuous trip. Little did |

People broke up into groups. | found
myself in some sort of inner sanctum.
There | was, beside the Professor. He was
cultivating me, trying to impress. This is

o . lic. Irish defence would be deployed in know. There was much more to come.
Editorial Note: Professor David O'Connell L . . o
O'Connell, head of the Department of peacelrder to destroy these facilities. An Thisworldis full of oddities. Adventurers.
Studies at Bradford University between 1978 aggressorwould be deprived of thatwhich Sometimes in a saint's garb. | began to
and 1993. he required. Aware of this, the aggressorlisten carefully. He was opening up. My



heart began to pump.

The occasion had got to him. He w
very anxious. He'd found his tongu
There came a moment of illumination.
thought I could hear the Bells of Shandd
On and on he went. He was only warmi
up. He'd go, he said, on exercises W
NATO forces. This he blurted out. No

n

vV

he was in full flow. On exercises he'd pe

given the honorary rank of Colonel. H
seemed to place great store on milita

e

participate fully. My gob was widening.

After these exercises, he'd serve ug a

critique. He wouldn't spare NATO'

5

blushes. By now, he was unstoppable] If

| asked him for the lend of a fiver, hel|d

have givenitto me. Ilethim atit. Justthe

occasional prompt. I'd got a lot. Held
exploded and imploded. | noted it all afpd
stored itup. | had locations and their p
in the scheme of things. Then | was
rubbing my hands, back to Dublin.

have liked to see his Report to his bos

It probably had no relation to facts. But |

knew | stood no chance. | still don't ho

who is what or where. 1 had gota peepinto

their inner circle. All very unexpected.
Was | being set up?

| repaired to my well-appointed abode,| |
opened my archives in the West Wing.
looked him up. | spoke to one or two. | was
hugging myself. I'd met with James Bord

sanstuxedo. He was real. He was not an "Lord grant me chastity, but not just yet"
apparition. He'd come out of the depths|of It is quite clear what needs to be done to

darkest Africa. Via the real capital (Cork).
He was a laicised priest. He'd taught i
University in Nigeria. In a country whic

had inrecenttimes beenatcivilwar. Gengral The Central Bank has proposed a loan to,
Gowan was the Head of State. He'd bgervalue (LTV) ratio for mortgages of 80% and
educated in Sandhurst. He'd become a Brifista loan to income (LTI) ratio of 3.5 times
puppet. Bond retired to Ireland, to a Collefje income. What could be more reasonable
inthe Six Counties. Thento England, wherethan that? The Long Fellow agrees with

he got a prestigious position in Smog Ci
Undoubtedly all influenced by Margerit
Herself and his proven loyalty to She W

0

Must Be Obeyed. Oh, how far the tentacles

extend. How firmly thy grasp. How steady
they grip. How itallis returnedinfull. He'
been opposed for his position at this Engli

University by a popular opponent, Ufi

Davies, whose claims seemed indisputaljle earners while middle class parents will be

But our friend won out. Oh Margeritg,
Margerita! University politics are the dirtiest,
they say. Bond must be some dirty fighter.
The years have rolled on. He fulfilled sone
purpose. Lots are employed on the Empi
business. Atame Irishman is the ideal. E
this one showed his hand.

He didn't know much about war an
peace, but he knew the ins and outs.
bayonet had prodded one or two. Wha
pointing at me?

John Morgan (Lt. Col. retd).

d

i8]
2.
I
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th

ry
rank. He'd be dressed in uniform. Heg'd

apoliticians and media commentators are

hmiddle class at the expense of the workingCa

's This raises the question of whether
utwidespread home ownership is a desirable

Hidirst-time buyers obtain a rebate for DIRT
ispaid on savings that are used to obtain a

why should the taxpayer be on the hook
for such bad loans? The Governmentis, in
effect, subsidising imprudent investment

in a non-productive asset (a house) at the

Shorts

from expense of productive investment.
The world economic crisis was largely
the Long Fellow caused by the proliferation of sub-prime

loans. The Left blamed financial de-
regulation for the problem, whereas the
PROPERTY TAXES IN THE REPUBLIC Right blamed it on President Clinton's

The hystenasurroun(_jlng property.taxes policy of encouraging welfare recipients
seems .to have subsided. That is theto take out a mortgage. Is it possible that
conclu_S|on that can be d“’?‘W” from the in this instance both the Left and Right are
behaviour of County Councillors who are correct?

The low paid are the most vulnerable to
shifts in interest rates and house prices.
Why isitdesirable toimpose suchrisks on
these people? It is certainly desirable that
people should have a roof over their head,
but it does not follow that home ownership
will achieve this objective. There are other
policy options such as investmentin social
housing and strict regulation of the private
rental market which could achieve this
objective without periodic property
bubbles and crashes.

probably more attuned to grassroots public
opinion than our national representatives.
The Dublin County Councils have taken
advantage of the clause enabling Local
Governmentto reduce the charge by 15%
Only the Green Party opposed the motion.
It should be borne in mind that property
prices in Dublin have risen by about 25%
last year. So, the 15% will only postpone
future increases.
Butthe situationin the rest of the country
is more complicated. In Cork FG Council-
lors opposed any reduction. FF Councillors
supported a 10% reduction, while SF opted
for the full 15% cut. The FF compromise
motion was passed. Kerry and Galway

. al
Councils both voted not to reduce the tax.

INDIVIDUAL OWNERSHIP

As has been pointed out in this column
ow proportion of Germany's population
own their own homes (about 43%
compared to 75% in Ireland) and yet that
country has one of the most productive
economies in the world. As Marx noticed
over a century and a half ago individual
ownership of property is a fetter on an
economy's productive capacity. There is
no doubt that he was right.

The most dramatic development in the
sttwenty years is the internet, which has
socialised data and thereby facilitated
communication and access to information.

Up until recently companies stored

G Patrick Honoh h dth tim‘ormation and software in individual
overnor Fatrick Hononan who argued thalg . oo ers Now the trend is for data

extending creditis not an effective means of
rectifying social inequality.

But there has been scepticism from some
surprising quarters. David Mc Williams has
suggested that the proposals will benefit the

St. AUGUSTINE
St. Augustine is supposed to have said

avoid another property crash, but our

finding it difficult to kick old habits.

storage to bésocialised"in data ware-
houses (the so-callédloud"). Instead of
owning computer resources companies
are opting to rent them as they are needed.
Google is challenging the custom of
r ownership. It is designing a smart car
which can be accessed by the user as it is
needed rather than lying idle in a garage
for long periods of time. Payment would
be on the basis of usage.

It is pointless to resist these develop-
ments; the task of socialists must be to
exercise social control through the State

class. The LTI ratio will exclude low-income

able to give money to their children to enable
them to jump the LTV hurdle.

Home OWNERSHIP

50 that technological developments can
be used for the benefit of the people and
not against them.

social objective. The Government clearly
believesitis. The recent budget will allow

ProrPerTY Taxes IN N. 1.
mortgage. It also undertook to underwrite  There are two noticeable features of
10% of loans to first time borrowers. But property taxes in Northern Ireland: firstly

15



16

they are much greater than the Republic ofexcise duty on cigarettes, alcohol andproperty tax, which in the Long Fellow's
Ireland; secondly they are regressive. Inpetrol. Their justification is on grounds view is now too low.

Belfast the tax for 2015 is 0.708% on the other than equity (health, pollution etc).
value of the property comparedto 0.153% Nevertheless, water is special.
in Dublin. However, there is a cap on the Conservation is desirable but not if it

THE SNN FEIN BuDGET

A number of people have asked the

value of the property at 400,000 pounds means people gowithouta shower becauséong Fellow about Sinn Féin's budget

(approximately 500,000 euro). So, a they can't pay for it.
householder with a property valued at

which it claims was costed by the
The Long Fellow agrees with a proposal Department of Finance. The Party's overall

500,000 euro pays the same tax as arby Jack O'Connor (President of SIPTU) budget, taken as a whole, was not costed,
owner of aproperty valued atover amillion. that before 2019 a study should be donebutindividual measureswere. The Depart-
The systemin Dublinis mildly progres- estimating average household usagement issued the following clarification,
sive in the sense that the property tax ratePeople then should be charged on thewhich indicates the limitations of the

goes up from 0.153% to 0.2125% on thatbasis of using more than 85% of that Party's claims:

proportion of the value of the property average. This satisfies the conservation
that is greater than 1 million euro. criteria.

Let's compare the amountto be paidby The charge on usage above the 85%
someone with a property of, say, 275,000should notbe onerous. Ifthere is a problem
euro. The householder in Belfast will pay in satisfying the EU market criteria (public
1,947 euro, while the person in Dublin subsidy must be lessthan 45%), part of the
will pay 421 euro. It could be said that the property tax should be earmarked for Irish
Belfast householder doesn't have to payWater. This might require a raising of the

"Unlike in the costing of the budget, no
aggregate savings or yields are provided,
the interaction of an individual measure
with others is not examined and import-
antly no impact is taken of the second
round impacts of measures, such as their
impact on economic growth, job creation,
inflation or theirimpact on tax buoyancy"
(Sunday Business Pp28.9.14).

bin charges (say 250 euro) and wa
charges (160 euro in households withm
than one adult). But by any measure
level of household charges in Dublin ig
fraction of that paid in Belfast.

It is sometimes argued that the le

provided in Dublin. The Long Felloy
cannot comment on whether this is true
not. But, if it is true, it is an argument fq
a higher local property tax in Dublin.

WATER TAXES
The latest proposals from the Govell

ment to assuage the water protests | ol
like a capitulation. A flat rate charge ¢f
160 for one adult households and 260 epra
for households of more than one adult will

be introduced. All households—includin
g judgment with caution—as if he wasn't denied our responsibility for the 1st World

those not liable for water charges (i

households which are part of a group
water scheme or with their own privale
wells)—will be entitled to a 100 eurp

rebate.

The Government thinks that the ngw
proposals will just pass the market critefia

set by the EU which would enable Iris

Water debtto be kept off the State's bala hed
n

sheet. Butitlooks like it will be a close ru
thing.

The principle of paying for usage in
order to encourage conservation seemp td'
have been abandoned until 2019 (well in

to the life of the next Government).

The current Government is hoping tha
the issue of water will now be taken off the

agenda before the next election. Howe

if the next Government is going to charge
for usage it will have to take account pf

ability to pay.

A Water Tax based on usage is regres-

sive. But, of course, there are numerg
other taxes that are regressive such

bre
he

=
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Part 3 of Ballaghadereen And The Great War

a

elQur War?

and variety of services provided by Lodal
Government in Belfast is superior to that 2nd World War.

The Irish denied the existence of the play-acted an Emergency for some un-

They called iThe disclosed reason, and took its Emergency
Emergency We are told this authoritatively arrangements to be the major thing that

or—that is by people in authority. See, for was happening in the world. And, with

I example, Professor Girvin and Professorthe great expansion of University educa-

McGarry. Ultimate confirmation thatthis tion, the authoritativeness of Professors

was so came in the BBCMastermind  of History has increased so enormously

n_quiz some years ago, when John Hum-that you will get nowhere by disagreeing

hreys acceptedhe Emergencas the
right answer to the questidhat was the
official name of the 2nd World War in

with them. It was not always like that, but
it is so now. So, be warned!

The official story is that we denied the
il Ireland? I mention this to warn the reader existence of the 2nd World War because
that he should treat my memory and we refused to take part in it, and that we

“doing so already. War, even though we took part in it,
| have a clear illusion of reading abut because . . . because. . because. .
the 2nd World War in th€ork Examiner  because . . because—
and thdrish Presswhile itwas happening.
And | also have delusion that | saw part of
. anlrish Army manoeuvrein Slieve Luacra
during The Emergency; and being told
hat Ireland put itself on an Emergency
footing when it refused to make itself
available to Britain for its World War, and
that it was making itself ready to do battle
ith the first belligerent in the World War
.~who extended that War to Ireland, and that
it would do so in alliance with the
tbelligerent who did not invade. And |

. . started tending to their own business, the
have an exceptionally clear delusion ofan_ . . -
. s . British Army was fighting them. The
evening when a British invasion was

or . . . :
expected overnight and it was thoughtwe.1916 Insurrection was an event which

would be in alliance with Germany in the Jolted .them out of-the Home Rule
morming mentality, through which they had taken a

step towards willing participation in
But the Professors assure us that nonémperial affairs, and it fostered a self-
usof that happened; that Ireland denied thereliant state of mind in which they could
agxistence of World War; and thatthe Irish not see why they should settle for

I mustadmit that | do not remember the
1st World War. | only remember the way
it was remembered by people who lived
through it, and some who took part in it.
Their memory was that the Irish took part
in it in large numbers, supposing it had
something to do with them, but mid-way
through it came to a realisation that it
wasn't their affair and started tending to
their own business. They had joined the
British Army in 1914, but when they

h



subordinate government within the of 1912-14, which was a central event of masses and if they wanted to take over the
Empire, if what they wanted was to govern British political life, they held a position country he couldn't stop them—but had
themselves independently. inlate July/early August 1914 which might they made arrangements for taking over
| do not recall that they had any sensebe described as the conscience of thahe country? He regretted that he could do
that nationalist Ireland had responsibility Liberal half of the British state. So it nothing much forthem. Itwas up to them.
for the World War. It was long after | had counted for something when they gave al et them think about it.
left Slieve Luacra—provoked by en- thumbs-up for the Liberal war policy. Twenty years of dull, purposeless
croaching missionary activity from the  Andthen Tom Kettle setthe style of the misery, alleviated by Hunger Marches,
Metropolis in which the middle class laity catastrophic war propaganda in the mainfollowed for the heroes home from the
were more aggressive than the clergy—Liberal paper, th®aily News brushing  War and for their families—because family
that |1 concluded that the Home Rule aside the possibility that the war might life was restored after the War for a while,
leadership had played an important parthave arisen out a conflict ofinterestsintheand there had even been a notion that the
helping the inner circle of British Govern- capitalist world, and making it a crusade War had been fought to safeguard family
ment to put its war-plans into effect. of GoodagainstEvil. And hewas secondedlife against the depredations of the Hun
Redmond's statement of support for theby another Home Rule journalist, Robert barbarians (who didn't have families?).
War, even before it was declared, helpedLynd.
to disconcert the anti-War disposition of In Ireland there was, on the whole, a
the Government's back-benches, which So | am far from dismissing the idea sense of social purpose during the twenty
had formed a close relationship with the that the Great War was Our War. Of years when the widespread experience of
Irish Party during the years of intense course it was not entirely our War. We mass life in England was one of dull misery.
conflict over the Home rule Bill (1912- didn't plot it. And the fact that tens of The Irish experience was brought about by
14). If the Irish nationalists, who were thousands of us responded to the beat ofthe development which followed the 1916
notorious for their opposition to British the drum, and to slogans designed esp+ejection of the regimented heroism of the
Imperialism, broke with precedent by ecially for us, would not have made it our Great War. There was no enforced heroism
giving uncritical support to this British war. A state which has fought so many in the Insurrection or the War of 1919-21.
war, there must be something they weren'tmore wars than any other European statdNobody went forward because there was a
seeing. during the past 500 years knows how tocomrade behind him with a gun who would
The least that can be said is that theraise up cannonfodder without letting the shoot him if he didn't. These little things
Irish Party helped the Governmentto hustlewar pass into the possession of themake a difference.
the Liberal backbenches into supporting cannonfodder.
the War for which the Liberal Imperialist ~ The cannonfodder is flattered while it ~ To sum up, the Great War was Our War
inner circle had made preparations. is being raised, and while it is performing to a significant degree because of the part
Redmond gave blanket support for theits function of killing and being killed played by the Irish leaders of the time in
War, while his co-leader, John Dillon, withouthaving a clue aboutthe purpose ofhelping the Government to give it a good
who had been, for six or seven years,it all. Once they enlisted, "theirs not to launch in August 1914 by disconcerting
trying towarn Parliament about the Liberal reason why". Each item of cannonfodderthe potential Liberal back-bench opposi-
Imperialist war plans which the Govern- has heroic status bestowed on him whiletion to it, and because the war propaganda
ment denied, remained silent. he engages in one of the oldest activitiesthey made for as long as they could. But
known to human existence, and when hethe pronoun was disowned in 1916 by a
The British system of representative has served the purpose for which he wasminority group which had insisted from
government was a top-down system— briefly deified he is discarded with a pat the startthatthe Great War wiaweir War,
certainly it was in those days. The centreon the head—or with a curse in the case ofand which made war on the Great War.
managed the periphery. Idealism prevailedthe Irish who rebelled against their Imperial
on its back-benches—on the Liberal sidefunction. The revelation that England's Great
at any rate. Hard-headed calculations of The English cannonfodderwere to have War was Our War was made by a Trinity
Imperial interest were made by the Cabinet"Homes for Heroestvhen they returned College professor, John Horne. | had
and ambitious back-benchers werefromthe War. While they were away the heard of Horne before | came across his
initiated into the realities of Imperial Government made a deal with the Suffra- Our Warformulation. | knew people who
government as they rose. gettes under whichwomen would becomehad attended his lectures and they said his
But the Irish nationalist MPs, while workers in munition factories while the purpose was to develop an anti-German
they played no part in government, were men fought, and would get the vote in mentality in his students in the course of
not back-benchers either. They were, onreturn. When the heroes came home, theyan academic year. Atthe beginning of the
principle, independent of the British faced unemployment because of theyear he would ask the students who they
system of government. It was their expansion of the workforce and the drasticthought was responsible for the Great
business to know what was going on soreduction in markets cased by the end ofWar. The usual opinion was that the
that they could take advantage of warproduction, and found that every item major belligerents shared responsibility.
opportunities in the Irish interest. They iy their heroic homes was means-testedAt the end of the year he would ask them

were an un-British Government-in- pafore they could get Poor Relief. again, and if they said 'Germany' he was
waiting, sitting in the Westminster Parli- . . satisfied that he had done his job well.

ament until the political system which ~ Being heroes—or having been—they
they would govern was constructed. It rebelled. On Black Friday their leaders ~ That a Trinity professor should be

was their business to see the world inhad a confrontation with the Prime teaching British war propaganda as history
realistic terms—irrealpolitik terms—as  Minister who had said there would be three generations after the event did not
a Government, while sitting on back- Homes For Heroes. He faced them down.surprise me. The University of Britain's
benches. And, through the great disputeHe told them they stood at the head of thelrish colony had flourished in the 18th
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century and was intellectually ingenious misconception of 1914. But others beganfind no trace of it. Connolly is not men-
in the 19th, but it went to seed on barrento think that the case against Germany intioned. Casement is not mentioned. And,
ground after the Mother Country abandon- 1914 had been rigged, and things wouldeven though he book is about Belgium in
ed it in the early 20th. It became old- have been better if Britain had not inter- 1914, Tom Kettle, pioneer of German
fashioned in British terms while remaining vened in the European War and made it aatrocity propaganda, is not mentioned.
loyal, and it survived the temptation to go World War. And books were published  Well, that's understandable. Trinity is
native inthe mid-century. Itwas therefore by intellectuals who had taken part in the after all a physically distinct extra territorial
not surprising that it saw Britain's Great propaganda, explaining the deceptionsBritish enclave inIreland, and its denizens
War as'Or War" because it was certainly they had concocted—for example, aboutcannot be expected to engage with the

Their War. the German Corpse Factory. jabbering that goes on amongst the natives
outside its walls. It is true that it is no
Horne's'Our War"views were publish- Itis thirty years or more since | read the longer completely Irish Colonial. Horne

ed in academic journals which try to Oxford War Pamphlets and many other comes from another British colonial
counterfeit history into a natural science. publications by eminent intellectuals— development, the Australian, where the
One does not tend to come across thes¢he most famous and influential being presence of Irish aggravated the Anglos.
publications in the normal course of life Wells'sWar That Will End War What  German Atrocitiess co-authored with
and | have not seen these articles. Butstruck me fundamentally was that this Horne by Alan Kramer, also a Trinity
Horne published a bookGerman Atroci-  pretentious, and in many respects impresProfessor from the Colonies—South
ties, 1914: A History Of DenialYale sive, intelligentsia was an aspect of theAfrica in this case, | believe. And the
2001). This is one of the three books life of the State. 1did not know then, what supervisor of the Trinity project to re-
recommended by the Religion Corres- Pat Walsh has since discovered, that theywrite Irish history in the British colonial
pondent of thelrish Timesto Eamonn were organised by the State in the secreinterest, Professor Fitzpatrick, is
Maloney TD, as a corrective to James Wellington House operation. (S@&ée  Australian, apparently rebelling against
Connolly's view of the Great War as a war Great Fraudby Pat Walsh. AtholBooks  the influence of an Irish parent. He once
arranged by Britain to destroy acommercial ~ John Buchan, an organiser of the intel- considered a career in another sphere of
rival which was outdoing Britain in lectual propaganda as well as a writer ofhistorical studies but was advised by his
economic competition and was escapingpopular novels for it, said, with a degree of sister, who writes thoughtful books on
from the world dominance of the Royal truth, that it was Britain's first middle Russia, that Ireland was the place for him.
Navy (sedrish Political Reviewast month).  class war—middle class'being takento The colonial residue in Ireland is weak,
I had glanced through this book when it be virtually synonymous with democratic. hence the Trinity imports from the colonies
was published and saw that it was in The middle class had little to do with that became states—which the colony in
substance a defence of the 1914 Britishbringing about the World War—that was Ireland conspicuously failed to do.
war propaganda as crystallised inthe Brycethe final effort of the old ruling class
Report of 1915, which Britain itself had which had survived three-quarters f a That's how | thought it was. What
come to doubt after the War when the century of electoral reform. But it could could a Trinity professor know about the
peace policy of the victors, which was be said that the middle class hijacked thesmall-time affairs of the Irish? Indeed,
essentially Britain's policy, was making a War and prevented it from being conductedwhat ought he to know? It would be
shambles of Europe because of theas Imperial wars had been conducted forunbecoming for him to have more than a
punishment inflicted on Germany for two centuries, and then ensured that asmattering.
"war-guilt" and the destruction of the realistic settlement could not be made Andthenfind that Horne is a member
multi-national Hapsburg State because ofwith the enemy. of the Irish Labour History Society—and
its refusal to change sides in the War. The catastrophic 1919 arrangementledan early member, if not a founding
Virtually the entire Britishintelligentsia on to the next World War twenty years member.
—from H.G. Wells down, and particularly later, and between the two intellectual My first, and only encounter with the
the University of Oxford—was active in doubts arose about the rightness of BritishILHS was at its Conference in Belfast in
the War propaganda. And Oxford beganaction in 1914. The message of the threeMay 1974, whichwas, | think, its founding
to issue War Pamphlets straight away inwar books recommended by the Religion Conference. It met up in Malone, at the
August 1914. It was from one of these Correspondent of thiish Timesis that  University. | was living down in the
pamphlets, written by a famous Professorthose doubts are invalid and should bemarsh and taking partin a General Strike.
of Greek, Gilbert Murray, who made a quashed. That is also the message of thé went up to Malone and asked the
marvellous translation of the choruses in BBC in this year's centenary celebrationsConference, which was commemorating
The Bacchaef Europides, that | got an of the War. (See Jeremy Paxman'sa 1920 strike in the nationalist interest,
insight into the tragedy that subverted thetelevision series and Michael Portillo's why it was knotted up with hatred of the
English mind in 1914. radio series.) Strike that was going on all around it.
. . These books, however, say nothing General Strikes are few and far between,
Murray, who had written extensively e . : :
abut ancient Greece, predicted in 1914epr|C|tIy about the requnslblll_ty forthe and surely a Labour H|story_ Society,
that the Peace that would be establishec}Norld War, thoughmuchisimplied. They fortunate enough to be meetlng_ at the
when the Hun was put down would be theconce_ntrate o_nthe cqnduct ofthe Gerr_nart:entre.of .0;16, should be observing and
best peace ever established on eart Army in Belgium during a few weeks in recordingit? Theonlyeffectquyappeal
. . 914 when 7,000 were killed out of allthe was to make me a hate-object to these
because itwould be democratic. He should

have expected, on the precedentofAthen-mlHlonS that were killed in the War. blinkered Labour Historians.

ian democracy, that it would be the worst. I looked again at Horne's book, search-  The fact that Horne is one of them, and
When itturned out bad, he spent the rest ofng for something that might be taken as awas an Editor of the Labour History
his life trying to explain away his egregious refutation of Connolly's view but could magazineSaotharfir sine tearsntasts a



different light on his failure to mention
Connolly, Casement or Kettle in his book
on Belgium. It means that it cannot be
assumed that he was simply unaware of
them.

Connolly's view of the Belgian affair
was briskly stated. Belgium had been
used by Britain as an assistance to war
propaganda. The policy of the Belgian
Government was stupid and futile. He
didn't bother his head with the 1839 Treaty,
but | can only see the Treaty as confirming
his attitude. It was not a Treatyith
Belgium butabout Belgium Under it,
Belgium was not a sovereign state with an
obligation to defend itself, and therefore
to have a foreign policy relevant to its
defence. Foreign policy was forbidden to
it, and if (as the Germans alleged and as
our critics of Germany virtually acknow-
ledge) it had engaged in secret foreign
policy arrangements with Britain, then it
was in breach of the Treaty. Neutrality
was not Belgian foreign policy but was
the policy of the surrounding Powers with
relation to Belgium, therefore the breach
of Treaty by one of those Powers was a
matter for the other Powers to deal with,
not for the Belgians.

Connolly wrote:

"It has often been remarked in Irish
nationalist circles that according to the
cantofthe Parliamentary Party the interests
of Ireland can always be best served out of
Ireland...

"ltmust surely be on some such principle
of action that England is fighting for the
neutrality of Belgium. According to all
the British jingo Press, and still more
according to the organs of the Irish Home
Rule Imperialists, or Imperialist Home
Rulers, Great Britain has entered this war
solely because of her burning zeal for the
neutrality of Belgium...

get—the satisfaction of serving England  The Belgian Government was informed
as atortured animal under the hands of thegh gt Germany intended to march an Army
vivisectionist serves science. .. through Belgian territory to France. When

"If Belgium had contented herself with . .
protesting against the passage of GermarF’elg'um did not express agreement fo

troops through her territory she would "émain neutral while the German Army
now have all her fortresses and cities in Went by, the German Government said it
her own hands, her soldiers would all be would regard military resistance as an act of
alive and in a position to act with effect war. The Belgian Government, in what was
when the war had exhausted both sides effectively a secret session, decided in favour
none of her civilian population would ¢ \var with Germany. No minutes were

have lost their lives, homes or domestic . . -
treasure, or be scattered as exiles on th ept of that Cabinet meeting and nothing is

charity of strangers, her foreign trade KNOWn of the ground of the decision.

would not be lost by the paralysis of her

domestic industry, and her neutralityand There are no Indexed references in

independence would be effectively Horne's book for Congo Free State,

maintained. . Belgian Congo or Casement Report. There

Soi:f(l)rf] g‘;;;ﬂ:ﬁ“gggg;gftw: \sl\(lzirng]eof is not, as far as | noticed, any discussion of
the Belgian decision to engage in military

conflict both sides would have in their . .
own interests kept aloof from any conflict with the German march-through.

considerable town or city inthe possession  And the only reference | noticed to the
oflarge bodies of fresh Belgian troops,and strange Treaties, made by other states,

could have avoided anything calculated which governed Belgium's existence, is
to make fresh enemies for their own side. tpjs:

"Under such circumstances any conflict
.. would have been fought out in the
open country, or around small villages
whose inhabitants could easily have been
shelteredin large towns, and all the horrors
to which Belgium has been subjected
would have been unknown.

"For all these horrors she has to thank
her stupid governing class, and the wily,
heartless English diplomacy that sacri-
ficed Belgium in a quarrel not her own.

"Will Ireland allow her sons to be
sacrificed by the same unscrupulous
Power that English capitalism may rise
by garrotting the civilisation and com-
merce of Europe? ..." How England
Sacrificed Belgium17th October 1914.
Quoted fromConnolly On Belgium In The
Great War Athol Books, 2003, pp11-)3

Thisargumentabout Belgiumis distinct

"After Belgium achieved independence
in 1830, the European powers guaranteed
its permanent neutrality in 1839 in order
to prevent it being used as a platform for
invasion" (p9).

Inabook of more than 600 pages surely
space might have been found for something
more explanatory than that!

Horne seems to have stringently pared
down his narrative to the mere fact of
invasion,"de-contextualising'lt, as they
say, and only occasionally in the overtones
of language or incautious reference to the
future, letting political orientation slip out.

The gist of the story is that the German
Army was primed, on the basis of the 1870
War, to deal with civilian resistance by
means of drastic reprisals. The 1870

And here in from the argument that Britain intervened experience is repeatedly referred to but is

Ireland we are tearfully appealed to, to in the European War, in which Germany completely decontextualised, or set by
consider the awesome spectacle of thewas caught between the Russian andmplication in a false context:
conversion of England to ways of justice prench Armies, for the purpose of destroy-

and chivalry, and so considering to rush to
her aid and side by side with her army
battle for the neutrality of Belgium.

ing Germany as acommercial rival, which
Connolly had published some weeks earl-

"Butwhen we look around us allthatwe i€r asThe War Upon The German Nation

see tends to arouse the suspicion thatWhateverthe reasonwas for the war being

England has made a catspaw of Belgium,waged by Britain, France and Russia
has deliberately tempted Belgium from against Germany and Austria, Belgium

her neutrality...

"...All during the first month of
Belgium's martyrdom England poured her
Expeditionary Troopsinto France leaving

"In the Franco-Prussian War and on
the eastern front during the 2nd World
War, irregular and partisan warfare only
emerged once the invasion had come to a
standstill or after serious disruption of
the defending army" (p77).

This suggests that Germany had fought

had nothing to do with it. Belgium was an offensive war against France in 1870,
prohibited by the Treaty imposed on it as it had against Russia in 1941. But the
from participating in European alliances. facts of the matter are indisputable, though

Belgium to her fate. Belgium asked for It might make war on helpless natives in obscured by historians from the British
troops to help defend her neutrality. Central Africa but it was excluded from mould. France launched an offensive war
England replied, 'We are sorry, we would the affairs of what England call€the
like to send you some troops, but you seeEyropean balance-of-powerinsofar as
we have a pressing engagement elsewhereg s mething might be calléthternational

But we will write some more newspaper
articles about you, and even if you do
suffer think how useful your sufferings

on Prussia in 1870 with the object of
preventing the unification of Germany.
The French advance did not getfar. Itwas

law" existed, its bearing on Belgium was driven back. The fighting continued in
that it was not an active subject of it, and France. The French Government refused

will be to us in the preparation of speeches that its only obligation under it was to be to call off the war it had declared, even

against Germany.'

That is all the neutralinthe conflicts ofthose who created after its regular armies were defeated, and
satisfaction Belgium has gotoris likely to it.

Germany found itself in possession of a
19
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large tract of France. (Was that a GermanAmerican, the point of each being to the world after it relinquished France to
"invasion" of France?) suggest that the Germans acted under théhe French and vacated Dunkirk. Its
Following the defeat of its regular influence of a national culture that might strategy thereafter was to maintain
armies, the French Government called forbe called psychopathic. instability in Europe. This instability it
a revolt of the people, lavee en masse, A Belgian book was published in called a balance-of-power. This meant
which the Germans had to cope with until English translation as part of the British that the European Powers should be
the French agreed to end the war in 1871war propaganda in 191@elgian Under  balanced against each other so that Britain
(It was in protest against French movesThe German Eaglby Jean Massart. It might determine the course of events by
towards ending the war that the rebellion begins: adding its weight to whichever side served
of the Paris Commune happened. And, "Bismarck was given to quoting, with its purposes. And it let it be known that it
when the War ended, the French approval, a saying which has beenwould not allow any major European
Government carried out the massive attributedtohim, butwhichwas, inreality, power gain control of what Pitt the
slaughter of the Communards.) firstmade in his presence by a hero of theygynger called'the navigation of the
Learning from the experience of their ,Ib\merlcan Civil War, General Sheridan. Scheldt! or the outlets of the Rhine. That
. . - t was, that the people of a small country . . .
invasion of France in 1870, the Germ_an occupied by a conquering army should W8S why it br_ought the restrlc_ted Be!glan
Army had been prepared to deal with  pe |eft nothing—save eyes to weep with! State into existence and subjected it to a
irregular warfare of German civilians in And we Belgians, truly, are weeping for Treaty that was negotiated about Belgium
1914 by means of reprisals; and they carried our native country, invaded, in contempt but not with it.
out the reprisals even though the Belgian of the most solemn conventions, by one  Britain, while operating an effective
civilians did not behave as the French had  ©f the signatories of those treaties."  rea|politik over the centuries under the
done: that is what Horne claims to have  philip Sheridan is not one of the ogres ruling class, was suffused at the popular
demonstrated in 600 pages; and LarryofWestern mythology. He does notappearlevel with a spurious morality derived
Zuckerman in 300 pagedife Rape Of in the conception of history as a series offromthe theocratic revolutions of the 17th
Belgium New York University Press, Monsters compiled by John Bew of the century. The ruling class could act out of
2004); and Jeff Lipkes in 800 pages Henry Jackson Society and son of Lord @ rational calculation of interest but the
(Rehearsals: The German Army InBelgium, Bew. His laying waste of the ShenandoahPopulace, which was its means of action,
August 191(Leuven University Press, valley was not a war crime but was a hadto be fed with moraltit-bits to stimulate
2007), in the books recommended by thecontribution to the founding of democracy it. Belgiumwas the moraltit-bitin August

Irish Times Religion Correspondent to asaworld system. Itseemstome what thel914.

Eamonn Maloney as a corrective to Civil Wardid was secure the development
Connolly onthe question of the Great Power of the USA as a Continental Superstate Britain could declare waron a European

purpose which caused the Great War. with universal pretensions, and that the Power without having ready-to-hand an
formal abolition of slavery was incidental Army on a Continental scale prepared for

But all these are irrelevant to that to it. And the completion of the multiple battle. Its naval dominance of the world
guestion. genocide of the native peoples wasmade it safe fromincursion as it raised an

Connolly, as far as | know, did not undertaken systematically after 1865. ButArmy appropriate to the war it declared.
discussthe conduct of the German Armyinin the official order of our world it is a The unusual thing about 1914 was that it
Belgium in August 1914 after the Great sacred event and General Sheridan wa$ad an Expeditionary Force of 00,000
War had been launched by the British the opposite of a Monster—an Avenging Prepared well before the event, with
declaration of war n Germany and Austria, Angel perhaps. detailed arrangements made with the
and by the seizure of two Turkish  There are two ways of waging regular French for placing it in the battle line in
battleships, signalling the campaign of warfare: the American way 2nd the British. France.
conquest in the Middle East which began aThe American way is to deploy maximum ~ But there was also an opinion that long
few months later. What he said was thatforce at critical junctures unhindered by wars without definite, limited, aims were
Britain had launched a prepared war onjnternational law, with a view to rapid and more advantageous than shortwars fought
Germany, making use of Belgium in order gverwhelming victory which stuns the foraparticular aim. The disruption of the
to do so, because British capitalism waspopulation of the defeated state. Thatwagvorld by long wars was likely to throw up
becoming incapable of competing with the denounced by the British propaganda inunexpected opportunities for the extension
more socially advanced German capitalism. 1914 as Prussianism—and | seem to recalPf British influence.

There is little that can be said with that there was a considerable Prussian

indisputable certainty about the cause ofinputinto US military doctrine. And, asto
the World War, but one thing that can is international law, President Wilson, who ~ There is a partial exception to what |

that German conduct in Belgium after pefore he became Presidentwas a historiarsaid above about these three books not
Britain made its European War a World was of the opinion that no such thing dealing with the Cause of the War, and
War wasnotthe cause of the World War. existed in the real world. therefore having no bearing on Connolly's
Britain did not wait long enough for the  The British way of war was to do it Vviews. Jeff Litkes wrote:

Germansto perpetrate atrocities on Belgiansiowly and inefficiently, prolonging the

civilians before declaring war on them.  torment of it. Churchill summed it up "Without the invasion of Belgium,
_ . v Britain would not have entered the war
Itis curious that three large books about"€aly: . . _ when it did" (p21).
German military conduct in Belgium "the English are essentially a warlike,

during the first few weeks of the war  though not a military, people; thatis to  rparafore Germany caused the World
say they are always ready to fight though

should have been published so close not always prepared to do so". Warbygivingthe B_ritish Governmentthe
together (between 2001 and 2007), two of means of causing it!
them in the USA and the third by an  Britain established naval dominance of Then he speculates, obviously in the



light of the course of military eventsin the English capitalism had not made the Stdte  descendents of the IRA of the War of
Autumn of 1914, that if Germany had let under which it flourished. It had beep ~'Mdependence.

Belgium be, it would probably have held |ooked after by aruling class of aristocracy/  But perhaps it is as much a mistake to
the French atbay and defeated the Russiangentry. That ruling class still determinefl look for logic in Sheehan's historical essay
anyway, and would have won the war by foreign policy in 1914. It had decideq as tis to look for integrity in his reporting
Christmas. It isn't a wildly improbable around 1900 that war on Germany hgdof Adams's blog. Adams did not naively
speculation, apart form the proposition hecome necessary in the capitalistinterestassume Collins's personal presence on the
that Britain would not have entered the The working capitalists grumbled abodt Indoraid, and perhaps it would have been
War, but for Belgium, while Germany the interruption of trade, but there was grammatically clearer if he had inserted
was establishing itself as the dominantneyer any question of a capitalist strike the word "they" before "held". It is,

Power in Europe.
And if Germany had won by Christmas:

"It's notlikely we'd have heard of Hitler,
Lenin and Stalin. Tens of millions of

against the War. (A capitalist strike is ngt however, the Collins 22 Society itself that
an unthinkable event. The threat of su¢his being naive inthe extremeariat "linking
a strike forced the 1832 Reform from thie him to the incident"Michael T. Foy has

ruling class). Buhe Economistin the

related the following in respect of the

Europeans, starved, shot, gassed, blowrpnly letter it published on the decision tp personally hand-picked assassination

apart, and incinerated, would have
survived into the second half of the 20th
century:

—if Germany had not enabled Britain to
launch a World War!

*

The Economisa magazine for capital-
ists in 1914, very unlike the chatterers'
magazine it is now, didn't want war. But

William Clarke of Somerset:

make war on Germany,

"In the present state of affairs | wish t
make no comment beyond this: that later
on it may be regretted that Sir Edwar
Grey made no response to the urg
request of the German Ambassador t
he should formulate conditions tenglish
neutrality..." (August 15th, 1914).

Brendan Clifford

When Fine Gael Leaders
A Smashing Indo Action

Does the November 10th denunciation
by Irish Independentpolitical corres-
pondent Fionnan Sheehan of Sinn Féin
President Gerry Adams—for his "it's the
way he tells 'em" account of the IRA
smashing of thigish Independentrinting
machinery in December 1919—alsoimply
that Sheehan is nonetheles%saeaking
regarder" of that smashin¢ndo action?

What other sense can be made of the

following elements in Sheehan's line of
reasoning:

"The IRA's failed attack on the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland, Lord French, took
place at Ashtown in west Dublin, where
Martin Savage was killed and Dan Breen
wounded. After the incident, thieish
Independentpublished an editorial
condemning those who took part in the
attack. Action was taken as a warning to
the proprietors of all newspapers ‘'that
such unpatriotic comment at the height
of the fight for freedom would not be
tolerated'. A group of 30 IRA men raided
the offices and smashed the print works
with 'sledge hammers and crow bars and
heavy wrenches'—aided by members
who worked in the pressroom who knew
what equipment to break to cause the
most damage. During the raid, the editor
was reputedly held at gunpoint by an
unmasked Bill Judge while Paddy Kelly
covered the rest of the staff... Gerry
Adams has twisted this incident from the
War of Independence into a veiled threat
about holding a newspaper editor at

Championed

gunpoint as he attacked this newspaper
group over the coverage of Mairia Cahill's
IRA sex abuse allegations. Adams
justified his claim by attributing the action
to Michael Collins—even though Peadar

said, through Squad run by the IRA Director of
Intelligence, Michael Collins:

"Although the Squad was still finding
its feet, Collins wanted to strike a
spectacular blow... Among the plans
Collins considered was assassinating
(Lord) French on the review stand at
College Green during an Armistice Day
march-paston 11 November 1919... (But
Minister for Defence) Cathal Brugha had
vetoed the operation because itendanger-
ed civilian bystanders... Finally on the
morning of 19 December 1919, after a
tip-off ... that French's train would return
just after midday from his Roscommon
estate, fourteen men {from an augmented
Collins Squad—MO'R} armed with
revolvers and grenades cycled out to
Ashtown railway station close to Phoenix
Park" Michael Collins's Intelligence
War, 2006, pp 31-32).

As we know, the assassination attempt

Clancy and Michael Lynch are more often failed, Martin Savage was killed in action,

associated with the organisation of thegnd Dan Breen was wounded. Breen
printing press raid—as he joked to guests riher related:

at his lavish $500-a-plate fundraiser in
New York that he was 'not advocating
that'. But he dropped the gag a day later
when he wrote: 'And when thiish
Independentondemned his actions as
'murder most foulwhat did Michael
Collins do? He dispatched his men to the
office of thelndependenaind held the
editor at gun point as they dismantled the
entire printing machinery and destroyed
it." ... Collins was a wanted man by the
British authorities and experts have
pointed to the naivety of linking him to
the incident. 'There's no way Michael
Collins would have compromised the
intelligence operation by being there in
person’, said Gerry O'Connell, Honorary
Secretary of the Collins 22 Society... On
awider level, what's even more insidious
is Adams's attempts to draw parallels
between Collins's IRA and the action of
the Provos during the Troubles. Adams
attempts to rewrite history by ignoring
the mandate of the overwhelming vote
for the then Sinn Fein in the 1918
general election{My emphasis; making
the 1919 smashing of thado printing
machinery all right, then, with Sheehan?
—MO'R}. Rewriting history, he attempts
to portray the Provos as the direct

"On the morning after the attack the
Irish Independenpublished a leading
article in which we were dubbed
‘assassins' The article was liberally
interspersed with such termsasminal
folly', 'outrage’, ‘'murder’ This was the
very paperwhich depended on the support
of the people who had voted for the
establishment of the Irish Republic. It
had not even the sense of decency to
withhold the expression of its views until
the inquest had been held and Martin
Savage laid to rest. The other Dublin
papers we did not mind. Thesh Times
was openly a British organ; tReeeman's
Journalwas beneath the contempt of any
decent Irishman. But we could not allow
an avowedly lIrish paper to insult our
dead comrade. | was confined to bed and
had no direct part in subsequent events. |
heard that some of the boys favoured the
shooting of the editor of tHadependent
Another course was eventually adopted.
It was decided to suppress the paper...
Twenty or thirty of our men, under the
leadership of Peadar Clancy, entered the
building and held up the staff with
revolvers. They informed the editor that
his machinery was to be dismantled; they
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smashed the linotypes with sledges and
left the place in such condition that it was
hoped no edition could appear for some
time. But with the assistance of the other
Dublin printing workshops tHadepend-
entwas able to appear nextday. However,
we had taught them a salutary lesson;
somehow, we were glad that nobody was
thrown out of work, because many of the
staff were members of the Irish Repub-
lican Army. Never afterwards {during
the War of Independence, thatis—MO'R}
did thelndependenor any other Dublin
newspaper refer to members of the IRA
as murderers or assassins. In later days
the Independenivas of much service in
exposing British atrocities, even though
it never supported our fighting policy.
The proprietors got £16,000 compen-

"In his powerful memoir of the Mc himself to justifying the technicalities of

Carthy-erain post-war Americéftness  the Freeman's Journakompensation,
(1953), Whittaker Chambers insisted that \yith ot making any reference at all to the

communism could only be beaten via a .. . -
process of implosion. ‘'The final conflict Irish Independeraction for which he had

will be between the Communists and the P€€n responsible. He did not need to. It
ex-Communists.' This insight helps had been unequivocally justified by his
explain the crisis that is currently engulf- confederates—W.T. Cosgrave, the Minis-
ing Gerry Adams. Mairia Cabhill's ter for Local Government, and Dick
allegations—that is to say, allegations pmylcahy, the Treatyite Minister for
that emanate from the core of pefence who had previously been IRA

republicanism—have probably done ~ . . o : )
more damage to Sinn Fein than all the Chief-of-Staff during the War of Independ

recent external critiques combined. There €1C€. The only TD to question tiedo

is something peculiarly Irish about this actionwas the manwho had been Minister
sequence of affirmation and negation thatfor Defence during that War, the "diehard"

ex-communists like Chambers analysed. Republican ant-Treatyite Cathal Brugha,

Michael Laffan’s handsome new Royal s the following Dail exchangesillustrate.

sation for the raid"Nly Fight for Irish
Freedom, 1964 edition, pp 94-95).

An extreme partisan of Michael Collins
like John A Pinkman was not, however, as
liberal or as forgiving towards thieish
Independerds Dan Breen. Proud to be an
officerin Collins's newly-established Free
State Army, and no less proud of his own
role in ensuring the death-in-action of
Cathal Brugha at the outset of the Civil
War, Pinkman was also proud of having
been part of a Collins Squad team, seeking
out a non-combatant de Valera for

assassination, only weeks before Collins's  john-Paul's McCarthyite invocation of
own death-in-action, and he further Cosgrave as another stick with which to
rejoiced at the Cosgrave Government'sheat Gerry Adams backfires on Senday
war crime execution of Erskine Childers. andirish Independentiysterical wave of
In his 1960s memoirs, Pinkman recalled jndignation at Adams retelling the story
the Free State Army's Civil War occupation of what happened to thendependent
of thelrish Independenpremises: printing machinery in December 1919.
"On Thursday morning, 6 July 1922... The problem for théndois that Cosg_rave
our small party of troops... was sent to regarded any Government of which he
occupy Independent House in Middle wasamember as alawful authority entitled
Abbey Street and protect it from being to do whatever it liked, irrespective of
S(_eized by anti-Treatyites. The staff of the \yhether one of his Governments was
Irish Independentlearly resented our waging war to defend the Irish Republic

presence and did everything they could .
to make our stay as uncomfortable asOr another was waging a second war to

possible. They resented us not becausél€stroy it.
we were soldiers or because they were

sympathetic to the anti-Treatyites; they
resented us simply because we wesh
troops. Today, most readers of thish
Independent(lreland’'s most popular
newspaper') {Pinkman's own interpol-
ation} probably don't realize how
reactionary and pro-British that

newspaper once was. Under the prop-1"€aty attack onde Valerainitsissue of 5

rietorship of William Murphy it not only
tried to break Larkin's and Connolly's

The issue of the smashing of timelo
printing machinery came up during a Dail
Eireann debate on 27th April 1922
concerning the smashing of the printing
machinery of thd-reeman's Journaby
IRA volunteers, following a vicious post-

January 1922, at a time when Dev still
held office as President of the Dail. The

Transport and General Workers' Union April Dail debate took place in thieter-

in 1913, but in 1916 its editorials called

for the execution of the leaders of the \yar The future Fianna Fail Tanaiste Sean

Rising!" (In the Legion of the Vanguard
1998 edition, p 10).

This October 26th theSunday
IndependerfPope-in-residence, John-Paul
McCarthy, made the followingx cathedra
pronouncement:

regnumlimbo between Treaty and Civil

MacEntee objected to the Dail paying a
sum of £2,693 in compensation for the
Freeman's Journalkmashing action,
describing it as hypocritical. The hat worn
by Michael Collins in this debate was that
of Minister for Finance. He confined

Irish Academy book on WT Cosgrave " ) .
suggests that in many ways our infant SEAN MOYLAN: | should like to

state owed its life to a group of men who
tunnelled through the other side of their
ancestral republicanism... Cosgrave
notoriously instituted a policy that had
been perfected by Trotsky, namely
summary executions of prisoners. Our
firstcabinetwas convinced that they were
dealing with an enemy that was best
understood as a cocktail of all the worst
aspects of the post-Famine world...
Cosgrave would become one of only a
handful of Irish prime ministers who

branded their names irrevocably on to
the flesh of a big idea."

know if the Irish Independentwas
compensated when thiesh Independent
called Martin Savage a murderer and an
assassin? Was Dail Eireann the Govern-
ment of the country in 1919?

MR. MULCAHY: As far as any action
against the Independerg concerned,
that was taken in order to save life purely
and simply.

MISS MARY MACSWINEY: Explain!

MR. MULCAHY: There were mem-
bers of théndependenstaff who, it was
very seriously considered, would lose
their lives if something was not done to
relieve the excitement and to relieve the
anger of certain members of the
Volunteers in Dublin City, if some kind
of outlet had not been opened to them.
The outlet that brought the smallest loss
tothe country was allowed in thatinstance.

MR. W.T. COSGRAVE: And allowed
by the responsible authority in this
country, which is a very different thing to
unauthorised reprisals on the part of
individuals or collections of individuals.
There is no similarity whatever between
the two cases except to those who do not
wish to see. In one case you had
responsible officers and soldiers of the
Republic operating under the orders of a
responsible authority and operating in
the interests of the country... We all
remember the expression of the ex-
President when he said the authority of
the Dail is sovereign in the country...

CATHAL BRUGHA: | am not going
to speak at all in connection with this
attack on thé&reemanBut the Minister
for Local Government has very dogmatic-
ally stated that the attack made a couple
of years ago on théndependentwas
done by a responsible authority. Before |
say anything further, I would like to have
the opinion of the present Minister for
Defence on that statement of the Minister
for Local Government.

MR. MULCAHY: That attack was
allowed by responsible authorities.

CATHAL BRUGHA: That attack was
not allowed by any responsible authority
in this country. | did not allow it. | did not
know anything about it until it was done.

I do notlike to give the proper name to the
men who destroyed that property or made



that attack without consulting the perspn February
in authority.
MR. MULCAHY: There were many| European Parliament Elections:
many acts done in the country on the Beauty Contest! Jack Lane
authority of responsible officers whip The Holy Sacrifice Of The War. Editorial

could not go to the Minister of Defende Readers’ Letters: Commemorations. Wilson

John Haire
Shorts from the Long Fellow (Boom & Bust;
J.B. Say; Paul Krugman; Fintan
»  O'Toole; More On The Economy; NAMA;
Francois Hollande)
p 'Disappearing’ The UVF. Sean McGouran
g Paisley In The Spotlight. Editorial
t Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy. The Raj In The
Rain (Part 3)
ish Times Demands A New German
Imperialism. Philip O'Connor

for authority and the Minister of Defende
was not the only responsible authority|in
the army during the war. Every battali
brigade, divisional and G.H.Q. officgr
had a certain responsibility, and stood
to that responsibility and in the carryi
out of these responsibilities in differe
places during the war they had to undgr- |,
take actions for which the Governm
itself never accepted responsibility. Come All Ye Ultramontane Anti-Revisionists.
CATHAL BRUGHA: We now see th Jack Lane ) _

conception of authority by some of thoke '—eAtL‘? CA;E\?;" ij;%egio%'ffmd (Review of
who have allowed an usurping Gove Did Borgonovo Miss This Point About The
ment to be set up.

: First Dail And War? Manus O'Riordan
'MR.MULCAHY: These wererespon- A Critic Emerges From Academia, Michael
sible officers acting under the genefal

Carragher. Brendan Clifford (Part 2)
authority given to them... Biteback: The Problem With GM Plans. Tim
MR. HARRY BOLAND: The same

O'Sullivan  (Unpublished letter about Dr.
authority as is alleged to have dealt with David McConnell, Irish Times)
the Independentalso dealt with thg
Freeman's Journathat is the Executivd
of the Irish Republican Army.

MR. MULCAHY: That is not so."

Ireland History)
Censorship, British Style. Sedn McGouran
Digging. Wilson John Haire (Poem)
Labour Comment Guilds And Corporatism,
Mondragon, Part 26

It is pure hypocrisy on the part of Fine Trade Union Notes

Gaelto criticise Gerry Adams for recalling Finian McGrath, Press Releases
the smashingndo action of Decembef March
1919, given that it was championed in theme ELkJraiSe, "EuckTTr]hecEl(Jj". %dit?(rtexl
i ' i e : reaking e Coae. JacC ane
azllst:eycz\;\%o;rgzatﬁ)rirgas dr;?g?;;rlfiﬂécg;se’lWhat Unignism Wapts. Brendan Clifford
Readers' Letters:
Cosgrave and Mulcahy. Second and thi
Well, the first leader of Fine Gael was the
Fascist Eoin O'Duffy.
Manus O'Riordan

Maire, Not Muriel
d? MacSwiney. Cathal MacSwiney Brugha
Portillo's War. Peter Brooke

Soiled Goods. Wilson John Haire (Poem)
Shorts from the Long Fellow (The Anglo 3;

Difference; Motive For Alleged Fraud;
Perpetration Of The Alleged First Crime;

Index To Irish Political
A Shakespearean Tragedy)

Review 2014 Belfast In The 1970s. Wilson John Haire
. . A Critic Emerges From Academia. Michael
Labour Commenis edited by Pat Maloney Carragher (& Living History)
January Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (Church Of Ireland)

The Spell Unwoven. Paul McGill, Runai,

Europe And The UkraineEditorial From Béalnablath To Ballyseedy And Back

The Smithwick Tribunal. Angela Clifford
Mandela Owed Gerry Adams, And Nelston

Repaid The DebtManus O'Riordan And Somervilles, Part 4)

Index To Irish Political Review, 2013.

Hassta La Vista (We Won't Be Back!). Pat Walsh
Another

Perpetration Of The Alleged Second Crime;

Trial; Apple Tax Rate; American Hegemony;
Tom Gilmartin; Tony Benn)

Boston College Tapes: A Scheme Backfires.
Brendan Clifford

In Memory Of A Great Friend And Comrade,
Patrick Henry Murphy. Mick Murray

Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy

Reviews. Brendan Clifford (Anthony Mclintyre
on Ruairi O Bradaigh; Barry Keane on
Dunmanway)

Biteback: 'Assassination’ Of Collins. Donal
Kennedy

Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Ukraine
And Crimea; Syria)

Labour Comment Guilds In Europe.
Mondragon, Part 28

May

North And South. Editorial

Guests Of The Queen. Pat Walsh

On The Way To A New Social Partnership?
ICTU Ponders The Future.  Philip O'Connor

Readers' Letters: Royals At 1916 Com-
memoration. Philip O'Connor
Massacre In West Cork. Barry Keane

The White Nigger Affair. Jack Lane

Martin McGuinness Denies Writing 'Up The
Ra' In The Queen's Jacks.

Does It Stack Up’) Michael Stack (Church Of Waterford Whispers (Report)

Poems. Braking News. Bringing On World
War 3. Wilson John Haire

Shorts from the Long Fellow (Exchequer
Returns; Morgan Kelly; Seamus Coffey;
Ireland And Iceland; Whistleblowers; Tom
Gilmartin; Rwanda)

No Room For The Auxies At Kilmichael.

The Anglo Three Trial. John Martin

Joe Clarke, Dennis Dennehy And The Heckling
Of Dev. Manus O'Riordan (Report)

Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (Bowenscourt
And The TLS)

Forgetting To Remember? Donal Kennedy

Easter 1916: 'One More Desperate Sally'.
John Morgan (Col. retd.)

Developing The Shared History Syndrom. J. Lane Moore Street And The Developers. Lucille

Redmond (Report)
Easter Rising Commemoration Address. J. Lane

Sean Quinn And The Anglo 3; Contracts For Angry Intellectuals. Brendan Clifford (Fintan

O'Toole, Diarmaid Ferriter)

German Chancellor's Speech To The Reichstag.

Crossbarry Commemoration Address. Niall
Meehan

If Shakespeare Was A Corkman. . . Jack Lane

Biteback: Suppression Of Palestinian Culture.
Jim Roche

Israel: Occupied Or Disputed Territories?
David Morrison

Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Taxation)

Again. Manus O'Riordan (Some Collinses jooining The British Commonwealth? Tom
o]

oper
Henry Harrison. Pat Walsh

Readers' Letters: An Independent Scotland.Mr_ Bean Falls Over Facts. Sean McGouran Gerry Adams:Irish Political Review Suppl.

Wilson John Haire
Roy Foster In CorkJack Lane
Shorts fronthe Long FellowBuying Ireland;
Pent-Up Demand?; Third Quarter Results; . -
NAMA; Tom Gilmartin; Newspapers On- TrEar&e(zar%yﬁio(ﬁlol\l%?L\s/varmlng)
Line; Nelson Mandela; British Intelligence Finian McGrath On The Gardai
That Pro-Treaty CrowdWilson John Haire Leave That Kid Alone.Sean O Riain

(Review of The Dublin/Monaghan Labour Comment Brentano v. Unwin.

Bombings, 1974
Amigos.John Morgan, Lt. Col. RetdReport Mondragon, Part 27
April

of a function)

A Connolly Association Meeting.Repor)

The Connolly Association, As Seen From |nternational Law. Editorial
Another PerspectiveBrendan Clifford

The Chinamen And The Connolly Association.
Wilson John Haire

John Regan's MythBrendan Clifford
Biteback: The Great WarPat Maloney

Jonathan Steele article)

we go again. Philip O'Connor
The Dirty Peace. Pat Walsh

O'Sullivan. Donal Kennedy

Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Renewable

Biteback: Ukraine: An Insight (Report of Labour CommentMondragon, Part 29

Read That Prescription: TWICE. S. O Riain

June

Anthony Mcintyre vs. Boston CollegePat
Walsh

The Future Of LabourEditorial

Election Results.Editorial

Shatter's West British ActsComment

Gaybo's Little Skirmish At The GPQJohn
Morgan(Lt. Col. Retd.)

The White Nigger Controversy Re-Emerges.

The Financial Times Goes To War. 1914 here John Martin

'Catastrophe'Wilson John Hairg(Review of
Pat Walsh's 'Catholic Predicament In

Readers' Letters: Great War: '37 Days'. Tim Northern Ireland’, Vol. 1)

Readers' Letters: France & Sanctions On

Labour Comment: The Pillars Of Society.
Seéan O Riain

Trade Union Notes

McGrath Blasts Economic Sovereignty Myth.

Mandela: 'Revered’; O Bradaigh: Reviled!

Crimean Referendum Result. Pat Muldowney Russia. Manus O'Riordan

Putin On The Blitz. Wilson John Haire (Poem) The Ukraine Crisis.Eamon Dyas

Shorts from the Long Fellow (Banking Crisis Countdown. Wilson John Haire(Poem)
Cost; Burn The Bondholders... Again!; Shorts fronthe Long Fellow(Private Versus
Hypo Real Estate And Anglo; The Anglo 3  Socialised Wealth; The Anglo Trial; Stimulus
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Package)
Dunmanway And Review®Brendan Clifford

Conspiracy Theories And The Elusive Cross|&

Tender.Manus O'Riordar(Some Collinses
And Somervilles, Part 5)

Does It Stack UpMichael StackGardai And
Drugs; Democracy And Voting)

The Irish People Lose The Trust Of Labour
Government.Manus O'Riordan

Why The Gilds Failed.Rev. George Clune
Mondragon, Part 30

July

D-isinformation Day. Editorial

The EU: interesting times ahead. Jack La

D-Day: how cracks keep appearing in a B
Lie. Philip O'Connor

Readers' Letters: Western Front Associatid
Donal Kennedy

Lord Bew's Personal Peace Proc®&sg.Walsh

LA Samuel Beckett. Wilson John Haire
(Poem)

Shorts from thd.ong Fellow(Morgan Kelly

On Piketty; Piketty On Property Tax; Troikd;

Quinn Family)

Grannies Rule, OK! John Morgan

Royal Prefix Undermines State's Etho
TomCooper(Report)

Massacre In West Cork.Barry Keane
(Comments and Clarifications in response
Brendan Clifford)

A Professor And An Archbishop On Dunt

manway. Brendan Clifford

Beached. Wilson John HairPoem)

Could A Belatedly Democratised Fascis
Protector Of A Vicious Sectarian Murdere
Ever Be Acceptable As Taoiseach?
Manus O'Riordan (Some Collinses And
Somervilles, Part 6)

Biteback: Request To Correct A Grotesque

Historical Untruth In RTE News. Philip
O'Connor (Letter to RTE)
Brian Walker & DunmanwayNiall Meehan
(Full text of Irish Independent letter)
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack(John
Mandeville; Roy Foster)
Extreme Care Needed By Senior Law Office
In The Use Of LanguageRatrick Fahy
Labour Comment Guilds: Opinions And
Comments. Mondragon, Part 31
Doctors Differ! And AdministratorsSean O
Riain

August

Gaza. Editorial

War Waffle. Jack Lane

The Ukraine. Editorial

Readers' Letters: Raul Wallenberg & Cou
Bernadotte.D. Alcassian

The War On Gaza. Some FactPhilip
O'Connor

No Rights For Palestiniandavid Morrison

Gaza: Some Realityffamon Dyas

Gaza: An Agreemenil Constituency Labour
Council (Report)

Ukraine PropagandaReport

Shorts fromthe Long Fellow(Football:
Germany & Brazil; German Property; Sin
Fein On Property Tax; The Left And Propert
Tax; Bin Charges; Ruairi Quinn; Joa|
Burton)

Power Sharing? Editorial

Frank Aiken. MI5-TCD Character
Assassination DebunkedPhilip O'Connor

Centenary Commemoration Of A Redmondi
Racist RampageManus O'Riordan

No More 'Blow-Jobs' For The USAPhilip
QO'Connor (Polish Foreign Policy)

Fifty Shades Of GreyPaul McGuill (Britain's
Diplomacy Of Duplicity In The Early
Twentieth Century, Part 1)

Biteback: A Reply To John A. Murphiylanus
O'Riordan (Unpublished Letter).

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Unpublished letter to Irish Times

» Whitewashing Liam Cosgrave

In last Saturday’$rish TimesLiam Cosgrave was interviewed about his father
Cosgrave and his role in the Civil War (WT Cosgrave: the simple life of a st
architect. 18.10.14). There is a degree of dishonesty over the way the policy of exe
republican prisoners is treated.

Stephen Collins introduces the topic saying "Liam Cosgrave reflects on the cha
e faced by the government of the Free State when republicans issued a manifesto ¢
9 the right to shoot political opponents."

n.
tain TDs and Senators were now targets. This order was made on the 30th Novembe

Liam Cosgrave refers to this and the subsequent murder of Sean Hayles TD by t
on the 6th December.

"This action resulted in a strong reaction from the government, in that they took

governmentweren’'t going to allow the irregulars to execute whom they wanted and ¢
that there be no reaction.”

Y

D .

The impression given is that this was the first "strong reaction" which was forcg
to the government in response to the order made by Lynch and the subsequent m

However the executions started weeks before this. The Public Safety Bill was g
on September 27th, which legalised the execution policy. Four relatively unk
prisoners were then executed on November 17th. This was done quite cynically
government could then execute their real target, Erskine Childers. They were rel
to execute him first for fear of being accused of singling out such a well known fi
and possibly making him a martyr.

This created intense bitterness on the republican side which led to Liam Lynch'’s
that any politician who supported the Public Safety Bill could now be shot.

Liam Lynch's order was of course completely wrong and increased bitternes
division even more. But it was in fact a reaction to the policy of executions, not the
way around as the article implies.

Neither side in the Civil War has much to crow about. But each tradition should
IS at how they contributed to making a bad situation much worse, and not try to white
themselves.

t

=

Owen Bennett
PS
About a week after this, there was an official book launch, with Enda Kenny pre
Liam Cosgrave was given the opportunity to repeat this calumny, which was
reported by thérish Times.

Unpublished Letter to Irish Times, 11th November

Irish Bookends To WWI

A whole month elapsed between the 26 June 1914 murder of Archduke
Ferdinand and his wife Sophie in Sarajevo and the next shots fired in anger in E

Then, on 26 July 1914 Britain's King's Own Scottish Borderers shot down una
civilians on Dublin's Bachelor's Walk, killing four and wounding many more. Nine @
later Britain was at war, allied to the Serbian state whose agents armed and inspi
N murderers at Sarajevo.
K On the evening of 11 November 1918, to celebrate the Armistice signed that mg
in France, a mob smashed into Sinn Fein's Dublin Headquarters and assaulted an U
man who died as a result three days later. He was an acclaimed author and ha

nt

€ remembrance of those incidents.

But between those book-ends the story might be told of the three unarmed [
journalists, including Ireland’s most prominent Pacifist, shot on the orders of a Ca
of the Royal Irish Regiment, on 25 April 1916 in Rathmines.

Considering that two of the murdered journalists were supporters of the Union

for ever more on the Rolls of Honour of some publications today?

Ireland’s youngest Editor, when witthe Southern StaHis name was Seumus O'Kelly,.
It seems to me that a narrative of the Great War, in the West, might be book-ended b

VT
ate's
cuting
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aimin

This is arefrenece to the order by Liam Lynch, the then commander of the IRA, that cer-

r 1922
ne IRA

four

prisoners and executed them the following day. That evoked widespread criticism, but the
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Britain, it's remarkable that they can be forgotten today. Perhaps their names should live

Irish Citizens In The Great WaRTEresponse

Donal Kennedy

continued on page 27



Does
It
Stack
Up
?
The War of
Independence—
Kilmichael
REDMOND

In 1066 AD the Normans invaded
England and by 1189 had become estab-
lished in Wales. Dermot MacMurrough
wanted them to help him in Ireland with
his domestic problems but the Normans
were tightly controlled by Henry 11, the
Duke of Normandy who titled himself
King of England. So Dermot had to go to
Normandy in France where Henry lived.
He was given permission by Henry to
enlist the Welsh Normans and in 1189
they landed in Country Wexford. From
thattime to now, the Normans, the English
and the British held various parts of Ireland
by force of arms as a colony. A colony
which produced rich pickings for the Brit-
ish governing class for eight hundred years.

It was outrageous and no generation of
Irish people passed without rebellion
againstthe tyranny of it. The Irish attempt-
ed peaceful protest during the 1880s and
1890s but Bloody Balfour would not have
it—he turned the protests into The Land
War. The MPs elected to Westminster by
Irish constituencies tried to use peaceful
parliamentary methods to secure Home
Rule for Ireland and failed. By 1902, John
Redmond had to speak up. On Saturday,
August 9th 1902 on the day when King
Edward V11 was being crowned king of
England in London, the Irish Nationalist
representatives were simultaneously
meeting in Dublin where Dublin Corpor-
ation had placed the City Hall at the
disposal of the Irish Party for the occasion.
The Chairman of the Irish Party was John
Redmond, MP and he said:

"This Meeting of the Nationalist
Representatives of Ireland in the capital of
our country on the day when the King of
England is being crowned in London is an
event of national and historic importance.
This party, as a body, had formally
withdrawn from all participation in the
Coronation celebrations, and we are
assembled here today to place once more
upon the record the protest of our people
against the usurpation of the government
of Ireland by the English Parliament.
Gentlemen, the event which is being
celebrated today is one of great historic
significance and importance.

"The Monarch of this mighty empire is
being crowned, and there are assembled in
London the representatives from all parts
of the Empire to acclaim Edward V11 as
the Constitutional Monarch of these realms.
There is only one absentee—Ireland.

before the Union, granted in the words of
Wellington, to avoid civil war. The
Church Act and the Land Act produced
by the influence of Fenianism."

Mr. John Redmond then referred to an

Gentlemen, in Ireland Edward VIl is nota article written by the late Lord Derby.
Constitutional Monarch. No English Lord Derby said:

Sovereign has been a Constitutional
Monarch of Ireland since the Union, and
today the Nationalist representatives of
Ireland renew the protest—which has never
been allowed to die for one hundred
years—against the destruction of our
Constitution and the usurpation of the
government of our country by England.
One of the unfortunate facts of the political
situation of the day is that, notwithstanding
the discussions on this Irish question which
have been going on continually—going
on for the last twenty years at any rate in
England—I fear the bulk of the English
people, and many of the most powerful of
England's statesmen, do not yet understand
the true nature of the Irish demand or the

" ... itis to be regretted that for three
times in the past century an agitation
accompanied with violence should be
shown to be the most effective instrument
of redressing Irish wrongs."

John Redmond continued:

"The Land Act of 1881 was carried by
the agitation of the Land League and what
is our experience today? English rule today
rests solely on force and corruption and
we, the Nationalist representatives of the
people, decline to stultify ourselves or
abate our principles by participating in the
Coronation of King Edward V11 as a
Constitutional Monarch.".

grounds upon which it rests. FREEDOM

"Now, we claimthatIrelandisnotbound,  So said John Redmond in 1902, and he
morally or legally, by any laws which are said a lot more, all of which was reported
not made by the Sovereign, Lords and in the newspapers of the time. And so is it
Commons of Ireland. We specifically deny 5y wonder that when the Irish patriots of
the moral or legal a}nd constltunqnal right the 1916-1921 period saw John Redmond
of the English Parliament to legislate for : . . . .
Ireland. Never for one single hour since the €hanging his tune, they decided his earlier
Union was passed has Ireland been gadvice was correctand the patriots decided
constitutionally-governed country. Never they had enough and they came out in
for one hour has the Sovereign of England 1916 and fought for freedom of their people
been the Constitutional Sovereign of and some were judicially murdered by the

Ireland. Ireland in effect, has since 1800 gyitish Army drum-head courts martial as
been governed as a Crown Colony, with a direct result.

certain empty form and pretences of
Constitutionalism. Never for one hour has

the English government of Ireland obtained eg]c;fi }a:ndEZ?ﬁéT] I(;]el\?;g r\;vsv;r;e(;i e:li-
the assent or approval or confidence of theP Y-

people of Ireland. Never for one hour have cratically elected for Clare in 1917 in a by-
the elected representatives of the majority election. In the General Election of 1918 a

of the Irish people had the control or even great majority of Nationalists were elected
a potent voice in the government of this and they met in Dublin as the first Dail

country. Never for one hour since then has gjreann. British forces arrested them as
the English government of Ireland rested they met. So much for tHreedom of small

upon anything but naked force and L "
uﬁabashe)::i cor?uption. Never for one hour nations"and so much for British democracy.
The British decided to force Ireland

since then has the British Constitution been e ) -
in force in this country whose own iNnto submission by organised terrorism.

Constitution was destroyed. The mere fact Ex-British Army officers were recruited
that in one hundred years eighty-seveninto the Black and Tans and into the
Coercion Acts have been passed by theayxiliary Royal Irish Constabulary with
English Parliament for Ireland, in spite of o mandate to terrorise the people of
][rlsh protest, is sufficient to establish the Ireland. These British forces burned whole
acts. : .
towns, tortured men, women and children,
Corpus Act, suspension of trial by jury, robbed and murdered at their will. They

suppression of free speech—these havé’vomd trave_l on fast Lo_rries ar_1d arrive in
been the permanent blessings conferred® town or village shooting their guns. On
on Ireland by the destruction of the Irish more than one occasion they got all the
Constitution. No single reform, large or local men out and stripped them naked in
small, has ever been obtained by purelyfront of women and their children and
constitutional methods. Letany English- peat them with rifles. A Cork woman told
man who questions that, answer this me that, as a young girl living in Bally-

g? j?js;{%;' Iaftrgflcr::rgo&ngi::% e;\rgssrllrg%lgea:acr: hooley Road, she witnessed the local priest

extorted in one way or another from the Undressed and being goaded up the hill to
British Parliament by force or by fear. Dillon's Cross on his hands and knees

Catholic Emancipation, falsely promised while he had to singGod Save the King"
25
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People do not easily forget these things. killed by the German Army on the first who had suffered enough of terrorism and
day of the Battle of the Somme? Or on who were fighting for their freedom, for
how many German soldiers were killed their homes and for their people. Tom
by the British Army? Or on how the leaders Barry had laid it on the line that morning—
"The Auxiliary force had beenallowed of the British Army were safe and sound there was to be no retreat, it was kill or be
to bluster through the country for four or tenty-five miles behind th&illing zone"  killed. They knew their enemy was ruthless
five months killing, beating, terrorising, i France) when Sean Murphy criticises and they were expecting the enemy and

and burning factories and homes. Strang .
as it may appear, not a single shot had om Barry for being a number of yards they were ready.

been fired at them up to this by the IRA from the action!! _ ) _

in any part of Ireland to halt their terror ~ Why does Sean Murphy quibble over ~ Sean Murphy quotes approvingly on
campaign. This fact had a very serious whether Kilmichael was or was not a page 159 a Britistopen letter'to the IRA
effect on the morale of the whole people "battle"? He tries to ridicule the termin- about the laws and customs of war:
aswellasonthe IRA. Stories were currentglogy by saying'in Ireland the final
thatthe "Auxies" were super-fighters and
all but invincible. There could be no
further delay in challenging them."

General Tom Barry in his bodBuer-
rilla Days in Irelandsays:

Y ey "the war between white men should be
classification is often more dependenton  carried out in a sportsmanlike manner

how the local population orremembrance  and notlike fights between savage tribes".
committee decides to categorise the 3
There wasn't any further delay. engagement rather than the scale of the H€: Sean Murphy, further quotes from
On the 21st November a Column of action itself’ Sean Murphy quotes the this pa_tgntly ridiculouSopen letter f_rom
thirty-six riflemen were chosen for a definition of'battle"in the Oxford English ("€ British by apparently endorsing the
week's training preparatory to opening anDictionary on page 27 of his book. Having B'itish use of the expressiofmurder
attack on this "super-force”. General Tom read his book this far, | would not trust 2MPaign- The British letter does mention
Barry trained them for a week and on the Sean Murphy to shake hands without murdering”and“common mu_rde.rerbut
28th November 1920 they were at countingmyfingers afterwards so|looked the expressmhmur('ller campalgn_'seems_
Kilmichael before dawn having walked atChambers Dictionary whichis published to be Sean Murphys own invention anql Its
all night in the cold and rain. Tom Barry in Scotland and Nuttall's Standard Diction- US€ by aretired Irish Defence Force Officer
continued: ary of the English language—each of 200Ut the legitimate activities of the Irish
"All the positions were pointed out to Whichgives meanings of the wdtzhttle” Republlcha}n ﬁ;rmy IS very objlectlonhable nor;[
the whole Column so that each man knewWhich could be applied to the Battle of {0 SaY highly questionable. The lris
where his comrades were and what wasKilmichael. Then | examined The Shorter VOItheers, the Irish Republican Army and
expected of each group. There were sixOxford English Dictionary so as to use the (M€ Irish Defence Forces all have the same
groups. The Iie—of-the-lqnd looked like weapon chosen by Sean Murphy and ||Ineage/h|5t0ry_ea0h morphed into the
open desolate countryside". found his given definition is not as stated °"€" L . ,
As Tom Barry said”... it was bad by him. The nearest of the nine uses of the This peculiar attitude of Sean Murphy's
terrain for an ambushing unit because of word"battle" in that dictionary to the one comes outin his questioning on page 161
the lack of roadside ditches and cover". given by Sean Murphy & fight between of: "Were _member;of the flying column
It was deceptively innocent-looking (esp. large organized) opposing forces" lawful belligerents? _
because thirty-six riflemen and three Sean Murphy is selective: he ignotés He also then writes:

unarmed scouts managed to hide in thefight, fighting"and"A fight between two "Whereas the IRA would lay claim to
rushes and the furze bushes. Unseen untipeople’and'Fighting: a conflict between being the legitimate army of the Irish
they started to shoot. enemiesand"awar"and so on. Why was Republic, the de jure position remained

thatthe Irish State wasn'tin existence and

Sean Murphy selective? | will leave it to :
'Kilmichael: A Battlefield Stud_y.' S_eén my readers to judge, as he puts it himself Lh:dsﬁ?t}gso?frﬁgﬁégg i?ai]r:jlirnrg guur:glrefrotrﬁg
A. Murphy . Four Roads Publication. at the end of his very judgemental and, in  |aws of armed conflict. The, as yet un-
2014. Skibbereen, Co. Cork. my opinion, pre-judged book. established, Irish State could not be
A recently published book by Sean considered as a “contracting power and

Murphy Kilmichael: A Battlefield Study Nearly every statement relative to the  herefore was not a party to the con-
purports to analyse the Kilmichael Battle. Battle of Kilmichael in Sean Murphy's  vention" (The Hague Convention of 1907,
Sean Murphy tries to show why the IRA bookis slanted against General TomBarry  MS).
should have failed. General Tom Barry @nd his men. They should not have won
tells us why it succeeded. In his efforts to @ccording to Murphy. There must have
prove it should have failed Sean Murphy been some magic on their side! Sean
uses his limited imagination to cover not Murphy's military mind is clearly un- v, . b does notexplain his contradictions
only the artificial controversy introduced accepting of the fact that trained British —he just throws muddy terms around and
by the late Peter Hart but also a newly Soldiers were perhaps cowards, probably, "\ o6 catches him doing it.
imagined scenario of Sean Murphy's own drunk—they had been out all day robbing
about some men being killed in a lane! and plundering and were reported to be  In his book, Murphy uses a map which
ltwas all over very quickly. The Auxies, Singing as they came around the bend inpurports to be the British one drawn up of
called ADRIC by Sean Murphy, were on the road—incompetent with their guns the Battle of Kilmichael site. Amazingly
a terrorising mission all that day. There and ‘out for the day" enjoying themselvesfor a so-called Army officer, he has no co-
was a war on. People who engage in warttérrorising the Irish. They had gotten away ordinates on the map—we never know
may be killed. The Auxies did kill and With it for months'without a shot being  where is north or south and there is no
were themselves killed. Hey! What is fired against themas Tom Barry said. scale which makes the whole thing highly
there to analyse? They were out of control and off guard suspicious. | accept Murphy's army
Does Sean Murphy turn his ballistic and incompetent. credentials as pointed out in a blurb on the
expertise on to why there were 20,000 Againstthemwerethe Irish countrymen book cover but if this is the best the Irish

Ifthe Irish State could not be a contract-
ing party how then can the Irish State be
bound by the Hague Convention? Sean



Army can do—well it is a very unprofes- A war it certainly was, in spite of Sead
sional one going by Murphy's tall tales. | Murphy's weak attempts at revising th
can understand why the book was self-history of it. He must know that, along wit
published but surely his former superiors tricks like false surrenders, the British we|
had to know about what he was up to andwell aware that if they did ndtleclare"a
yet it seems no-one called a halt to hiswar, then they could avoid prosecution f
bizarre goings on. war crimes committed by them in Irelan
He also states: inIndia, in Pakistan, in Iraq and in numero
"Itis also uncertain if Barry's command Othertheatres of war'where they have

of the column fulfilled the requirement been and still are engaged.

that he as the commander was responsible S
for the actions of his subordinates. In  Sean A. Murphy's sole contribution i
order to satisfy British military law in this book to the history of Kilmichael is hi
force at this time, Barry would have to self-styled ballistic expertise, where h

showthathe was, regularly or temporarily extensive reading of the subject of ballistits

commissioned as an officer... provided pag enabled him to show that the wour]
with certificates or badges granted bytheSuffereol by the Auxies were typical g

government of the State to show they are
officers, NCOS or soldiers..."

wounds from high velocity rifles such as tf
Lee Enfield and were n8axe wounds'as

h October

€ Flanagan Makes Mischief In The North.
h  Editorial
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’ Kennedy
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Previous Recovery; Current
Scotland;

In the foregoing statement, Sean described by British propaganda in 1920,
Murphy displays a breathtaking ignorance

of Irish history and of what was going on s inadvisable for anyone seeking the tr
in Ireland in 1920. Itis difficult to believe
that any Irish army officer could be so s simply not to be found here and onelis
ignorant but the alternative iS for us to 0n|y |eft Wondering as to Why th|s boo

think that Sean Murphy is intentiona”y was ever allowed to be pub“shed
trying to destroy the legitimacy of what

Ballagherdereen And The Great WRrendan
Clifford

k Fifty Shades Of GreyRaul McGuillon Britain's

th Duplicit Dipolomacy

Ghosts Of EmpireéWilson John HairéPoem)

Biteback: Public Spending Position In Northern
Ireland.Brian CampfieldGeneral Secretary,
NIPSA (Statement)

Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (1916 & The
Somme; John Bruton And John Redmond)

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney:

| would recommend reading this bog

in Irish history—military or otherwise. |

Michael Stack ©

General Tom Barry and his soldiers we
doing for the Irish people, and ultimate
trying to destroy the legitimacy of the D&
and of the Irish State?

On page 163, Sean Murphy in que
tioning whether thBlaws of war“applied to
the Battle of Kilmichael or not—proves hi

own illegitimacy as a historian, whethgr o

military or otherwise. The arguments H
uses are theoretical, specious and spuri
inthe circumstancesin Ireland in 1920 wh
Ireland was being terrorised, pillaged a
raped by the British forces. The forces o
foreign occupying power—Iest we forget

Dail Eireann, Murphy acknowledges$
did proclaim a state of war on 31st January

1919 inAn tOglach—
"Dail Eireann, in its message to th

re
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of war to exist between Ireland an
England.”

On the other hand England had beer) af
war against Ireland for 800 years. Murphy g
¢!

states!'The British never acknowledge
being engaged in a warThis is untrue.
No less a person than Field Marsh
Montgomery of Alamein said itwas aw
and he should know about wars. He foug
England's wars all over the world includir
in Cork, Ireland. He wrote in aletterto h
colleague Major Percival:

"My own view is that to win a war of

that sort you must be ruthless, Olive

Cromwell or the Germans would hay
settled it in a very short time".

And Montgomery referred to the wari

h
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GUILDS continued

of parents should not be deprived of

opportunity of learning and makin
progressin letters, leta complete benet

be assigned in every cathedral churc

a schoolmaster, who will teach clerigs

and poor scholars for nothing."

The Fourth Lateran Council extend
this decree to all countries. By this

perfect system of free public schools w
ordained. The democracy of learning a4

industry was the natural result of t

genuinely democratic spirit of the Catho

Church which has never changed si
the Galilean fisherman was made the R
on which Christ constructed ffThou art

Peter, and on this rock | will build m

church."The seal of the Popesis the s
of the Fisherman.

REVALUATION OF THE

MipbLE AGES

Only revaluation of the Middle Ages
thus steadily progressing and entering i

the final stage of popularisation through t
daily press. Particularly in the field ¢
sociology will these ages be of constan

increasing interest and profoundly practi
instruction for our times. That the comm

workingman was then better provided f
than in the days when capitalism reached
climax before the outbreak of the Wor

War, is now universally acknowledged

all who may be trusted to speak with

authority upon this question.

LABOUR AND GuILDS

overcame the formidable power of t
merchant corporations that threatened
establish their oligarchy of wealth. So tg

e through the efforts of the Guilds the fir
0 modern Christian democracies we

ht

e (5)

ICeformed. Many of the mediaeval citigs

"Medieval and Modern Times," p.25
tog6) "The Rise and Early Constitution of ghe

University."

0. (7) May 3, 1919
St (8) Educational Supplement, January 2, §919
re(9)

Alfred Doran;Entwickelung und
Organisation der Florentiner Zunfte im 18.
und 14. Jahrhundett.

i 0grew into independent States. In Ita#y

L

particularly, sprang up those marvellg
Catholic republics, like Genoa, Lucg
pd pisa and Florence.

&  Thus, in the latter city, theonsulef

aSthe Merchant Guilds first appear in 11
ofand from this time on no important trar
In_e action takes place without their coope
IC tion. In Pisa, besides three Mercha
ICeGuilds, there existed after about 126
PCkunion of sevenartes or Trade Guild

q

Y elements as notaries, smiths, and
pal dealers. They were governed by t
capitaneichosen in turn from differe

each Guild. The widest autonomy
enjoyed by each organisatiof) (

hto Oligarchy and class-rule, itistrue, be

pn magnificent efflorescence of art stimulat

itsby the Church. These are some of the f
d that now again are receiving their d
y valuation.

(To be continued

(1) "The Substance of Gothic," Preface,
viil, ix.

(2) May, 1917, p.234.

(3) "The Substance of Gothic," xiii-xviii.

U
2

consisting respectively of such differgnt

Guilds and seven other officers, one from

he again in proportion as the Guilds for aplebiscite if this were to change.
f themselves deteriorated in their spirit[of will require legislation.

tly religion and democracy, or their influente
al declined, but their results lived on in the ion ofthe service level agreements be

e

p.pagreementfor IMPACT from the compa

7

*Impact Trade Union

' On Water Charges

The following motion was passed

B2 the IMPACT Conference in May:
S_
-
Nt

a

o Provides that Irish Water and its asgg
will remain in State ownership and prohfp-
its Irish Water's Board, the Minister fjgr
the Environment or the Minister f

The Minister recently announced furt
Nprotections relating to the requiremt
IMPACT was involved in the negoti

d Irish Water and local authorities. It rg

L through the powerful incentives offergd esents the Local Authority staff who ng
Cté}lellver that service to Irish Water. Thq

workers continue to be employed un
the same Local Authority terms a
conditions. The Union organises membg
in Irish Water and has secured arecogn

In these circumstances IMPACT will
not support the December demonstra

The advantages of labour were all secured(4)

Ibid.

against the Water Charge.

to it through the potent influence of the
Guilds, but in particular of the Craft Guilds

DUMB INSOLENCE

as based on the religious principles of the

Catholic Church with which they we
integrally connected. Separated from

they were left as a body reft of the so
lifeless, inefficient, passing slowly int
inevitable decay. With their religious spi
intact they might have confidently face

the period of economic reconstruction. This

too we find admitted without hesitation.

CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACIES
It was due to the struggle of the Cr
Guilds alone, as was shown in a previg
article, that the world was not sunk intdg
state of uncontrolled capitalism half
millennium before the coming of th
Industrial Revolution Through the

| could understand
r,if the West was peaceful
|, and all violence was damned
that explosives were only a tool
it then you had the right
d to moralise
about those daisies under the scythe
those heads that cannot be deodorised
but you sent the bombers
sent the drones
and not a murmur
ft from you death’s chaperone
usabout those nameless victims
a the family wipe-out
a your public lacks a
e prim
and proper attitude
| -.caring nowt

struggle of the Guildsmen the nascé¢nt

cities, beginning with the 11th centun
won their enfranchisement from the feug
lords who then had too often outlast
their usefulness. In the same way th

until they
some day
also become

ya
al

a)
-

e

prey.
y

24 November, 2014

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME

Don’t They Know It's Christmas’
down in the deserts of Mauritania
where Muslim camel-trains bypass
the pop world of megalomania.
Ask a genetically-modified knight.
Dublin-born,

a multi-millionaire, he incites

with images of the forlorn

and shouts:

Give us yer fuckin’ money!
Without a doubt

the public is a bee with honey.

Pity then

he berated the besieged Six-County Catigplic
as a lout.

21 November, 201
Wilson John Haire



ignorance and the barbarism and t
“restorations” of modernism has left |
monuments and records and traditions
a power and beauty and nobility withou
parallel in history" 4).

GUILDS continued

REFORMATION
With a new sense of freedom, after the
passing of the abhorrent Reformati
doctrine of the Divine right of Kingg
against which the voice of the Church
thundered through the centuries, men ¢a

EDUCATION FOR ALL
Itis with the democracy of the Cathol

"toncerned, and it is interesting to noti

as the champion in all times of the pd
and the disinherited. Referring to Cardinjal charity schools, like our modern paroch
Mercier the New YorkTimesbelieved| ¢.hools. and I'argely supported by t
thatitcould pay him no higher compliment jii4s; there were also Guild Schod|
than simply to pronounce him worthy of ;o061 Our worduniversity” itself, as
the great tradition of his Church, whig
was the only Church of the Middle Ages. Harvey Robinson, explains, is merely
"This valiant priest;'itwrote,"recallsthe | o gigeval synonym for Guild:

best things in the Middle Ages, when the “Before the end of the 12th centurv i
Church never feared to speak out, at gny teachers had become o numero){Js
costor danger, on behalf of the oppressé¢d”
(April 20, 1919).

O even into the field of education. Besid

usual name for corporations in the Midd
Ages, universitas; hence our wor
university. The King and the Pope bo
favoured the university and granted t
teachers and students many of t
privileges of the clergy"5)

HynDMAN AND KROPOTKIN

We recall the glowing passages |i
President Wilson'sThe New Freedom"
describing the Catholic Church as t
perennial fountain-source of the spirit
freedom and democracy throughout
Middle Ages. It was this same spiritwhi
she infused into the gilds, wherever t

he

UNIVERSITIES
Y So during the following centurie

. . g 5
remained responsive to her teachings ang,ymerous universities sprang upin Frange,
direction. Men even of such extreme vie Sitaly and Spain. Oxford and Cambridde

C
Guilds of these ages that we are particulgr
Ce
now better realise her services to humanityy, o this is recognised to have extended
BS
al
he

h the Columbia University Professor, James
Paris that the formed a union, or gild, fp

the advancement of their interests. Tm s
union of professors was called by the

eand Bologna, Father Cuthbert is t

quuoted in the Londoimablet
O

t "They started without charters or e

buildings of their own, and were at fi

simply a group who formed themsel

into a closed gild, and borrowed priv4
houses, churches or public halls. B
scholars and masters were subject to
authority. At Bologna it was a Scholal
Gild which ruled and appointed t
authority to which the masters we
responsible; but eventually the mast
allied themselves with the town authg
ities, and so the university became sub)
to the civic power. At Paris and Oxfol
the Masters' Gild elected the Council g

y

S

officials who governed the universitigg.

Later on the two gilds combined, that
the gild included both scholars a
masters" (7)

a

€ DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS

iN" Thus these early Catholic universitg

" were in the strictest sense popular
democratic institutions. Later it beca
e the fashion to ask for a Papal or ro

i, charter."That given to Oxford in 1214 N

h the Legate Otho is probably the earlies

e These facts are now fully acknowleddg
'€ by non-Catholic authorities and even

London Timeswas able to launch fort
upon a eulogy of the Papacy in the wor
elementary and higher education dur
the entire period of the Middle Ages:

"The organisation and control of t
universities of Europe was an achie

as Hyndman, in hisHistoric Basis of
Socialism in England"and the Russia
anarchistwriter, Kropotkin, in hislutual
Aid a Factor in Evolution'grow eloquen

were founded and great centres of learnjng
flourished everywhere. University lif¢
attained a prominence it has never equalled
since. Oxford alone is said to haye

mentthatis a deathless laurelin the P4
crown. In educational matters there

universal confidence inthe judgment g
justice of the Papacy from the days

when discoursing upon the Middle Agep. mpered about 10,000 students. Other

Without understanding the inwardness niversities are claimed to have numbefed
of the true Catholic devotion to Mary, ayen 20,000 and 30,000 studen

which never confuses her with Divini "Monasteries! says Professor Laurie

nor hopes for pardon where sinis unatoed:reqyjarly sent boys of thirteen and fouf
and unrepented, Mr. Henry Adams paspeseen to university seats. A Papal instructipn
into an ecstasy of admirationini8ont- | o 1335 required every Benedictine afd
Saint-Michel and Chartres"Almost at|  aygustinian community to send boys|to
random Ralph Adams Crang)(Covers| the yniversity in the proportion of one i
page after page with references to mod Mwenty of their residentgs).
works filled with the deepest appreciation  1rayelling scholars, as the writer add
of mediaevalism. The authors, it is true, \yere accommodated gratuitously, in t
are not seldom at fault in their intef- noyses of priests or monastery hospitgls,
pretation, owing to the want of that Catho- ang even local subscriptions were offered
lic Faith which holds the key to its OWn 5 help them on their way. Here was the
past, and is in all its essence the samé t0ge democracy of learning. Higher eduda-
day, as in the days of Dante or the day$ Ofjon was not confined to the clergy except
the inspired writers of the books of t
New Testament, while always admirally necessarily absorbed in the teachin
adapted to every change of social life fieéthe very rudiments of civilisation and
centuries may bring. the first principles of religious life to th

"Medievalism is the study of a lifer races emerging from savagery.
time, for it is that great cycle of five
centuries wherein Christianity created . . -
for itself a world as nearly as possiljle of learning the influence of the Guilds was
made in its own image, a world that jn predominant. Regarding the origin of the
hethree great universities at Paris, Oxfard

spite of the wars and desecrations,

Eugenius Il in the 9th century to the dd
of the Counter-Reformation in the 16
century.

"But it was not only in universit
matters that the educational activity
the Papacy was so remarkable. Whe
we regard Canon 34 of the canons pro
gated at th€oncilium Romanurim 826,
orthe decrees ofthe Third Lateran Cou
in 1179, of the Fourth Lateran Council
1215, and of other Councils, such as
of Vienna in 1311, we always find th
the medieval Churchis seeking to adva
learning of all grades, and to coordin

educational effort of all kinds. And th

efforts of the Central Conference we
amply supplemented by what were,
effect, diocesan conferences) (

The decree ofthe Third Lateran Coun

© only when the energy of the Church wpsin 1179, to which the Londdfimesrefers

9(ofis itself a complete refutation of t

f calumnies that, through ignorance,
long been spread againstthe Churchi
Middle Ages. It reads:

Inthe establishment of these early sejts

"Since the Church of God, like a go
mother, is bound to provide so that

d
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Re-evaluation of the Middle Ages

(Joseph Husslein, SJ, PhD, Democratic Industry, A Practical Study in Social History, New York, P.J. Kenedy & Sons, 1919)

Among the most hopeful signs of odr
time is the changed attitude regarding the
Middle Ages. This was brought about Ry

three causes. First came the failure of the

capitalistic system. Concentrating the
ownership of the means of production |n
the hands of the few, it deprived the
millions of any voice, or share in th

regulation of what most vitally concerne

them. Against the arbitrary use of th(s
tremendous power the minds of mgn
naturally revolted and they reverted to the
days preceding the great Industrig
Revolution and the Reformation. Here, [n
the Catholic Middle Ages, they found
realised, for the first and last time i
history, the ideals of industrial democrag

of the singular force and potency ar
righteousness of an epoch which begi
now to show itself as the best man h
ever created, and one as well that conta
within itself the solution of our manifold
and tragical difficulties, and in fact th
model whereupon we must rebuild th
fabric of a destroyed culture and civilig
ation. Q)

"The great productive scholars of th
present day" wrote Lane Cooper in the
Nationfor 7th June 1919%are medievalists."

MEDIAEVALISM
Comparable entirely with the supren
triumphs of art and architecture, was tl

d historic knowledge. To the long-continue§
NSschool boy repetition and the learned-by-
PSrote recitation of half truths and entirf
""Salsehoods regarding the Middle Ages, ¢n
L the part even of otherwise most reputalle
e authorities, there succeeded a more dirgct
and sympathetic study. Men graduall
began to drop the misnonidark”, applied
tothose ages of brilliant thought and mag§i-
ficent achievement. It was an epithet bgst
suited to qualify the mind of the write
who still so sadly misused it. Who kno
but at some future period of history md
e may suggest for our own materialist
Le centuries the title once so unjustly applig

e

[ social wisdom displayed in the mediaeval t0 those ages of vigorous youth and lof
Y gilds at their highest stages of perfectign.aspiration. To those times the world na

which to them were of far greatel The brush of a Titian or the pen of te Wisely reverts for lesson and inspiratioj.

importance than any outward forms
government or mere national prosperity
that left their own lives unaffected. "Tof
day," E.T. Raymond wrote Bveryman,

"the most earnest minds are looking

a revival of the gild system as the on
alternative to a new servile State."

WoRLD WAR |
But the thunder of the cannons, too, |n
the great World War helped to recall thg

expression to a deeper knowledge
human nature than we find reflected
these masterpieces of social thought 3

o experience, transfused with profourjd be more fully revealed in the aftermath
v religious conviction and touched with gn the Great War:

artistry of the spirit that singer and paint
have never surpassed.

"D ARK AGES"
Lastly, there has taken place arevival

f great, Florentine himself never gaye In the third of his articles dfPYOSpeCtS in

ofEnglish Literature; published in the
n London Athenaeum "Muezzin" thus
ndpictured the modern situation as it was

"To-day, it is the Middle Ages tha
claim our interest and understanding, f
there are signs everywhere that the {
inaugurated by humanism and Protestajgt
ism, and carried forward on the two grefgt

el

fact, which had so long been studiou
overlooked, that the highest achieveme ‘

of human skill and intellect had after a

been accomplished in the ages on
accounted"dark"; the ages which
produced the world's most wonderful aft

and architecture, its greatest poetry a
richest thought; the ages of which Shak
speare was but the lavish heir, spendi
prodigally the legacy whose full greatnegs
had been attainedin Dante and the Anggi
Doctor, in Raphael and Michelangelo, i
the beauty of Rheims Cathedral and tlje
stateliness of Notre Dame. To quote Ralfjh
Adams Cram:

"It has needed this war to drive me
back and beyond the form to the mattgr
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tidal waves of industrialism and th
French Revolution, is already passi

away. We have gained much in the wj{
of intellectual freedom, political privi-
leges, and the creature comforts fro
these changes; but it is beginning to

realised thatwe have sold alarge meas|
of our birthright for this appetising meg
of pottage. Above all the temple of t

human spirit lies in ruins, its altars arfg
overthrown, and the wild asses past

undisturbed within its walls. And thoug

as we must, we bring all the appliances
a scientific civilisation and the fruits o
accumulated knowledge to assist us
the task of reconstruction, we can lea
much from the men of the Middle Age;s
for they were supreme architects in t

manner of building, and the temple theg
set up lasted a thousand yearg)" (

itself, and to give them some realisatifi, ¢¢jys://www.atholbooks-sales.org

continued on page 29
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