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The Smithwick Tribunal

it is The Smithwick Tribunal, established
utnaP005 under Judge Peter Smithwick,
bRessident of Dublin District Court,
weported in November 2013 at a cost of
a15 million. Ministers tried to hurry it
itadtong, but the Tribunal refused to be
rppessured. The terms of reference were to
ixemaminé'suggestions thatmembers of An
anGerda Siochana or other employees of
otld State colluded in the fatal shootings of
giR&AC Chief Superintendent Harry Breen
icpofl RUC Superintendent Robert
8uchanan on the 20th March, 1989"
ansidime Tribunal was established following
the Weston Park Agreement to provide
nbalance'. After sustained public pressure,
here British Government agreed to set up
e Hratnquiry process with regard to British
t.Government collusion in the killings of
Pat Finucane and Billy Wright. Tlogid
regentjuowas an Inquiry into allegations of
Garda collusion in this incident.
e waBhe conclusion of the Inquiry was that
diere had been collusion with the Provos
refima within Dundalk Garda Station.
Chief Supt. Breen was the head of H
erBintision covering Counties Down and
ndhemagh, while Supt. Buchanan was in

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 4

Europe And The Ukraine

The European Union is hell-bent on expansion. It only knows what it is i
expanding. It has lost the power to consolidate. The idea that it is a union for
benefit of countries with similar cultures became a lie many years ago. It haslo
out of the business of bringing together nations with compatible interests. Itis
the business of nation-building, and in order to build it must first destroy.

The policy of random expansion was embarked upon under British influence.
which knows what it is, was made profoundly uneasy by the fact that Western
was getting to know what it was. If the integrated development of the original
Europe had continued, the basic British foreign policy of three centuries—the b
of-power game which kept the major European states in conflict with each other
no longer be operative. Then Britain, which had refused to take part in the 0
European structure, insinuated itself into the successful EEC and initiated the p
random expansion. And, while encouraging expansion, it resolutely oppos
developments tending towards the formation of a European state. Butrandom ex
by a body which is not a state could only lead to incoherence.

It is no longer Britain that is driving expansion. Britain's work has been
Expansion is now all that the EU knows. Britain can sit back and let it happen.
were no British representatives manning the barricades in Kiev. They could le
to frenzied Germans, and to Americans. The British presence was more discr

The Ukraine, which has had no historic existence as a state, was given its
borders by the Soviet Union. It was functional as part of the Soviet Union.

It did not achieve separate national existence through its own efforts. Existe
thrust upon it by Communists in the Kremlin who became capitalists overnight,
capitalist market by giving chunks of the socialised economy to each other, and
nation states by dissolving the multi-national state into its bureaucratic parts.

Ukraine had its post-Soviet period, which in some respects was not entirely di
from its Soviet period. Then it had its Western-inspired Orange Revolution.

Mandela Owed Gerry Adams— to Mandela on his 85th birthday, containing
] —as might be expected from Pope Fintan
And Nelson Repa/d The Debt! in such hallowed circumstances—not a

single critical note. Its closing sentence, a
“The ugly sound of howls of joy haunts IRA killings". Thelrish Timespublished  Brechtian spin-off, was reproduced three

the ANC's account of Mandela necklace O'Toole’s demonising of Gerry Adams times in the supplement: in the text of
killings.” No,Irish TimesAssistant Editor ~ within days of his deification of Nelson o'Toole's own encomium, as a large-print
Fintan O'Toole cannot be accused ofMandela in thdrish Times8-page vale-  syp-heading alongside its dramatic title
penning any such lines on the death ofdictory supplement published on Decem- of"prometheus Unbound4nd as quoted
Nelson Mandela. The poison-pen ‘essayber 6th. The very first contribution, that of i, the final paragraph of an article by the
of his that was published on DecemberO'Toole himself, consisted of a full page |ate Kader Asmal.

10th was entitledThe ugly sound of a reprint of a sycophantic accolade that had

howl of joy haunts Sinn Féin's account of been first published in 2003 and presented If O'Toole's panegyric to Mandela is

continued on page 11



Yeltsin (in which each oligarch had his
own mafia and acted as a state). When
Yeltsin was persuaded to retire, with a
guarantee against prosecution for cor-
ruption on a mass scale, the restoration of
the national state was undertaken under
Putin's leadership.

Berezhovsky, in his base area in Lon-
don, retained an abysmally vulgar form
of Marxism from his days as a Communist
big-wig—economic determinism. He
declared that Putin hadn't a hope of suc-
ceeding, because the Russian economy
had been madelaissez faireregion of
international capitalism and political life
would be determined by that fact. His
fellow-oligarch, Khodakovsky, who rem-
ained in Russia while Berezhovsky went
abroad to operate on Russia from the
outside, trusted to economic determinism
and lost.
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) Putin built up a strong political move-
Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: ment, from the victims of oligarchic capi-
The Pillars Of Society talism, to take the place of the Bolshevik
Sean O Riain Party. That movement was predictably
T (back page) described as fascist by the media of the
rade Union Notes L
(page 30) QS/EU c'apltalls.m. whose predator){
McGrath Blasts Economic Sovere.on interests in Russia it threatened. But it
Press Release was maintained, and it carried the day
(page 20) against economic determinism.
Mandela: The 'Revered' Fartoo many parties had been spawned
O Bradaigh: The Reviled! in Russia under Yeltsin for functional
(page27) representative government. Those mush-
room parties—of which there were
scores—came and went from one election
to another. Democracy is functional only
with a small number of parties which have
continuous existence throughout a series
of elections. That is how the electorate
gets an effective choice and stable rep-
resentative government is made possible.
Putin's organised movement gradually
overcame the anarchy of the fifty and
more parties that was the heritage from
Yeltsin. It had continuous existence; its
stood for something definite; its prog-
ramme made sense to the disrupted

Due to pressure of space we have been obliged to hold over a number of items,
including the Index to Irish Political Review for 2013

Russian capitalist oligarch in exile food, shelter and cultural opportunity by
(Berezhovsky), who had fallen out with the old state. And Julia Timoshenko failed
oligarchs at home, founded a kind of to seize her moment of destiny and found
Capitalist International (the Foundation herself in jail for corruption.
for Civil Liberties, based in New York) Eventually something like a normal
and made the Orange Revolution theelection was held in the Ukraine. The EU
jumping off point for an assault on what did not declare it to be invalid. The
remained of the Soviet state. present Government was elected. It
engaged in negotiation to fit the Ukraine
But the Orange Revolution came to into some larger economy. ) : X
. ) e . populace; and it won elections.
nothing. It was a revolution led by  Theillusions of the Orange Revolution o : )
oS - o This did not suit the interest of the EU,
billionaires who had got their billions by were centred onthe EU. The practicalities , .
. . o - . ._~which at the end of the Cold War
plundering the economy of the Soviet of the existing Ukrainian industrial . ) :
) . ) . : committed itself to expansion eastwards,
state. It was, in other words, a revolution economy directed it towards Russia. . S
: . both economically and militarily. (The
of corruption. The corrupt oligarchs " .
) . . . . EU has military existence as part of NATO,
fostered an idealism for the masses and The conflict in Russia following the . . ;
. . . " - which ceased to be a defensive force in
used it for their own benefit. abolition of socialism was between the :
. L ) o . 1990 and became an aggressive force.
That was something that was done inlaissez fairecapitalism of the oligarchs, o
- AN . . The distinction betweenthe EU and NATO
the original development of capitalism in under which the Russian economy would. . :
. - o o is now practically meaningless, though
its land of origin, England. Butthe English lie open to the developed capitalism of the . . .
. . . Irish Governments engage in Jesuitry to
oligarchs had clawed their way to the top USA and the EU countries, and a form of . .
. R . make out that there is a real difference.)
and were able to handle the masses whosBukharinist capitalism, in which the needs
ideals, orillusions, they manipulated. But ofthe Russian national economywastaken The EU therefore made propaganda
the Ukrainian oligarchs, who began attheinto account. The latter required the against Russian elections, claiming that
top, lacked that necessary skill—besidesrestoration of an effective state in place ofthey were rigged. But, as Putin's system
which the masses had been accustomed tthe oligarchic anarchy, established bybedded down, evidence of rigging got



harder to find. After the last election al
the EU could find to say was that the res
of elections should be uncertain and th
everybody knew Putin was going to win|.
The reason why that was so—as com-

mentators admitted in late night radip AN Independent Scotland

programmes—was that there was no rival

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

party to Putin's within the establishe  There is possibly another angle to an independent Scotland—the people in the North
system to which the electorate had becomef Ireland who term themselves Ulster-Scots. This large section of the Protestant

accustomed.

community has looked more towards Scotland than London and an independent

In elections within stable democracy Scotland won't end that. It could even reinforce their deep-felt attitudes and emotions.

the system is hardly ever at stake. Thel 00k at my father's side of the family whose Ulster and Scottish sides mingles t¢

such

parties seriously contesting elections anextentthey are as happy livingin County Tyrone and County Donegal as living in Fife.

almost always stand for nothing morg

than marginal modification of the
established system. In Ireland Fine Gagl/his family history and could name relatives going back centuries. | dismissed his

Labour implemented the policy inaugur} Of history because of my one-nation theory being preached by the Anti-Pa

My father's ancestors have been coming and going between the North of Irelahd anc
Scotland since the 17th Century, 1643 to be precise. An ominous date | know. He knew

view
tition

ated by Fianna Fail, and said in the electionMovement in Belfast, which was reinforced when | joined the Connolly Association

campaign that it would do so (Michae| after arriving in London in 1954.

Noonan said it, and who else matteredp) Atmy paternal grandmother's funeral in 1946 there were equal numbers of Scots anc
And in Britain the Tory and Labour Parties Ulster-Scots. In the horse-drawn carriage on the way to the cemetery | listened as the)
regularly steal each other's clothes. Whendiscussed their history as a 14 year old Catholic which made me feel | was among

arival party, thatis committed to upholding
the system with a few modifications

lady'scarriage said later she felt as if she had been taken hbgtdgealien talk of them

strangers. With my father joining in | felt even more alienated. My mother sitting in the

emerges in Russia, the outcome ofWith four sisters we were the only Catholics there. Just try making one nationality with
elections will presumably become those differences. _ _ o
uncertain, as in US/UK/EU. What to call this Scottish part of my family who went to live in the North of Ireland

in the 17th Century—settlers? They were wheelwrights, carpenters, small farmers,and

In the Ukraine the Government, return- occasionally soldiers or wheelwrights working for various armies, maybe in the event of
ed by an election which the EU recognisedchanging sides. The Irish/Ulster side of the family also settled in Fife. So In Fif¢ you
as being fairly conducted, bargained could find an mirrorimage of the same family that was living in Strabane, Sion Mill and

between the EU and Russia about itsoutside Letterkenny in County Donegal, the same artisans and small farmers
economic future. If it linked itself with | appeared to be very religious with a few generations of them playing the organ

They
in the

Russia, its economic development could Presbyterian churches of Sion Mills, Strabane, Donegal and Fife, and still making their

continue without basic alteration. If it living as artisans and small farmers. To me this all sounded like quite a gloomy life

, even

went to the EU, its industrial economy depressing compared to the colourful Catholic church with its flowers, candles apd the

would be destroyed, and it would further- amiable blue-clothed Virgin Mary statue, and the Sunday dances in parochial h
more be deprived of the favourable trading Catholic West Belfast which | attended as a teenager, after travelling from the shut
links it had already established with Russia. Lords's Day Observant Society Carryduff.

It put itself on offer to the EU for a su Rampaging politics didn't seem to play a part in my father's side of the family,
that would compensate for the loss gf Were no reports of any of them putting their heads above the parapet. A couple @

alls in
-down

there
f them

industries that would not be viable in the died of starvation during the Siege of Derry and many of them put their names pn the
EU and for the loss of subsidised enerqyS0o-called Ulster Covenant of 1912 against what was indeed a very mild form of Home
from Russia. When the EU would not Rule. From the 1930s onwards you would find the modern North of Ireland side pf the
meet its terms, it turned to Russia—and family in B-Special, RUC and British Army uniforms. But they still embraced us as the

the EU went frantic. Its representative Catholic section of the family and were genuinely friendly, but the rest of the Ca

went to Kiev, made propaganda, andCcommunity was another matter.

helped to build barricades at the centre pf If you kept quiet and took youmedicineput forward as only geg then work and

the city. social relationships was possible Thedicine $ectarianism) was sometimes twice
The fact that the Russian Federatignthree times a day. But whatever you do dgegback with your version of historyGeg,

would erect tariff barriers against the meaning joke.) Some had an amazing capacity for repeating the same old mar

Ukraine and charge it world market prices Singing the same old songs.

holic

or

tra an

forenergy ifitjoinedthe EUwas presented ~ There are no known statistics for Protestant families having maybe a Catholic

as Russian intimidation of the Ukraine. Somewhere but Catholics in Protestant families is quite common and they can be
Butitwas simply an expression of the fagt Having political arguments with Protestants sometimes comes to a head when sg
that the Russian national economy, whighmight say:Ach sure my granny's a CatholiBut this doesn'tin the least lessen sectar
protects itself from EU/US, would have tg attitudes, and you can have all the mixed schools you want but two can't be ma
extend that protection to its borders with Well, in the end my father's oral encyclopaedia’s memory of his family died with
the Ukraine ifthe Ukraine joined the EU— As I have said | dismissed his nationality, I didn'tlisten, | didn't learn while he was
an EU which is contemplating a free trade But | know better now and that's a release for me.

agreement with the US, with NATO in the Wilson John Haire
background. 12 December, 2013

If the Ukrainian deal with Russia firms

loved.
meon
ian

e one
him.
alive.

continued on page 4



Ukraine

continued

up, the event is likely to be traumatic f
the EU. If expansionis blocked, what w
there be to holdittogether? Ithas Mosc
in its sights—like Napoleon and Hitlg
before it. But, if bourgeois-democrat
Moscow becomes the centre of Euras
development—As Tsarist and BolsheV
Moscow were before it—Europe woul

have to find something else to be than the

vanguard of NATO. Anditis obvious thé
it hasn't a clue what that might be.

Station, as the guard who had tipped off
the IRA.

'‘Mooch' Blair was interviewed by the
Tribunal and denied that any Garda officer
ever assisted him or anyone else in the
br charge of cross-Border liaison with the Provisional IRA"to his knowledge"

I Garda. These were the two most seniorCorrigan "was known to be anti-
bwpolice officers killed during the Thirty republican" (15.8.2).
r YearWar. The two officerswere ambush-  'Kevin Fulton'—a British agent who
c edafewhundredyards north ofthe Border,was described as a "fantasizéy' RUC
anhaving attended a conference in DundalkSpecial Branch (15.9.1) after he began
k Garda Station. campaigning for financial assistance at
d the end of the Provo War—gave evidence
Garpa MoLE?  to the Inquiry and impressed the Judge.
The Provisionals claimed the killings. However his allegations did not amount to
Atthe time both the RUC Chief Constable evidence, as Justice Smithwick was to

Smithwick Tribunal

continued

1

And what about Ireland? Its offici

and the Garda Commissioner denied thatadmit. They were based on hearsay and
| the IRA had inside help from Dundalk deduction. Indeed, much of the 'evidence'

mind disintegrated in 1970 through Guards. Sir John Hermon was clear andgiven to the Inquiry—indeed some of it

inability to cope with the situation brought unequivocal, saying:
about by British misgovernment of the
Six Counties, and it sought to escape fropm
itself into Europe on Britain's coat-tails.
And now its European refuge from itsqlf

is likely to be overcome by existenti
uncertainty.

Pat Cox, who played a prominent pa
in subverting the European Commission
the directing body of integrated E
economic development—by means
hysterical corruption scandals—was
Kiev on behalf of the EU, supporting th
anti-Russian barricades, and propagat|
the illusory ideology which became th

European stock-in-trade after the Coin-

mission was made ineffective. And th
Taoiseach warns that, if Russia tries
deal through the Irish Stock Exchange
its financial assistance to the Ukraine
something from which the Irish econon
would profit—he will consider intervening
to prevent it. He will seriously conside
cutting off his nose to spite his face.

The career of the EU, once it committs
itself to unlimited expansion as th
vanguard of NATO, was certain to end
failure. The only question was ho
catastrophic it would be.

Meanwhile, within the EU but essen-

tially independent of it, there is a small
body trying to develop—the Eurozone.
it succeeds, then something like t
development envisaged by the Steel 3

Coal community back in the 1950s may

yet be brought about.

was"double hearsay"

"| can say now, categorically, that the  'Intelligence’information is a portfolio
evidence which we have firmly confirms term, which bundles together 'good’ and
that there was no mole, and we ask that itbad' information. Things like observation
should be discounted very firmly and reports, phone taps, bank account evid-
very clearly” (Irish Times 22.3.1989, gnce, documentary interception are
Smithwick Report 8.1.2). obviously tangible. But the term also

It Subsequently Ulster Unionists claimed Covers reports from informants—people
—that Garda collusion had enabled thelike 'Kevin Fulton'. These are paid by

J ambush to be mounted. Jeffrey Donaldsorresults. They report things that they hear
Of declared in Westminster: and see. Some of the things they hear are

n "The meeting that he and Chief Super- storles_that do the r_oun(_:is.

€ intendent Breen attended was arranged Justice Peter Smithwick was reassured
N only onthe morning ofthe day in question, by the fact that the Garda tip-off story
€  andtook place at 2 pm. How did the IRA came to him from different Intelligence

know about a meeting involving such sources. However, there is no guarantee

e senior officers, and the timing of their that these did not all originate from a
to returnto Northern Ireland?" (13.4.2). single tainted source.
in Credulous of Intelligence though he

It was suggested that the IRA were .o e jystice did not accept one claim

y tipped off when th_e officers arrived in made to the Inquiry by Force Research
Dundalk for a meeting they had arranged,; ., agent lan Hurst (Martin Ingram’)—

r af(_aw hours er_:lrlier. l_Jnionists1 based thisthat Garda Corrigan was reporting to
claim on Intelligence information. "Stakeknife*—the British mole inthe IRA,
According to the Smithwick Report, Freddie Scappaticci (16.3.4)
»d Donaldson (then in the UUP) was intro- - yerstanding that he was being offered
e ducedtolntelligence Agent'KevinFulton” o o 4 ntelligence, Smithwick found
n by Willie Frazer (the Victims campaigner i+ the |RA had help from within Garda
y who goaded Fr. Reid into comparing gia4ion put declined to name names.
Unionist rule with that of the Nazis). To make this finding of collusion, he
Whereupon Fulton— had to reject testimony from the IRA team
"explained that on the day on which that carried out the Ambush. It insisted
Harry Breen and Bob Buchanan were that it had no help, success resulting from
murdered, Patrick Joseph 'Mooch' Blair, 5 gystained military operation, with nine
in conversation with Mr Fulton, had o, vpoof hrenaration. Its spokesmen
revealed that the Provisional IRA unit . . .
who had murdered the two men had beenVe"e Very cooperative with the Tribunal,
providing a written statementand answer-

given a tip—off, and the word “tip—off”
was used{} by someone in Dundalk ing questions. As there has been so much

br
If
he

nd

Look Up the
Athol Books
archive on the Internet
www.atholbooks.org

Garda station who had provided the misinformation about this matter, with

information about the movements of the mainstream media more or less
Chief Superintendent Breen and Super-ignoring the IRA account, it is worth
intendent Buchanan..." {13.3.8}. quoting from it at length.

The MP made a speech under Com- VOLUNTEER STATEMENT
mons' Privilege, naming Detective Ser- '"22.2 IRA EVIDENCE

geant Corrigan as a mole in Dundalk




On March 20th 1989, RUC Chief
Superintendent Harry Breen and RUC
Superintendent Bob Buchanan were
killed at Jonesboro by an Active Service
Unit of the IRA, attached to the South
Armagh Brigade.

This operation was executed as a
result of lengthy and detailed
surveillance initiated and conducted by
IRA Volunteers.

At no time was there any input from
the Gardai or any other outside source
or agency regarding the planning and
execution of this operation.

In the late spring/early summer of
1988, one of our Volunteers spotted a
red Cavalier car, registration no. KIB
1204, entering the (D.G.S.) Dundalk
Garda Station complex from the
Carrickmacross Road entrance. The car
parked at the front of the station and
two males got out.

The Volunteer immediately
recognised the front seat passenger as
an RUC detective who he believed was
named Nigel Day, but was not certain of
the name. He was approximately 40
years of age, 6ft tall, black hair with a
hint of grey. He had a thick black
moustache and was wearing a jacket,
shirt and tie.

The Volunteer did not recognise the
driver, although we now know it to have
been Bob Buchanan. The Volunteer
watched both men being admitted to the
working area of D.G.S.. The Volunteer
was able to leave the vicinity of D.G.S.
confident at not having been noticed by
either of the two men.

When this information was fed back
by the Volunteer to the IRA structures,
it was decided to mount a surveillance
operation around D.G.S.. This was
initially done by designated Volunteers
driving and walking past and around
D.G.S.. The focus was to locate the red
Cavalier, but the presence of any
Northern registered vehicles was also to
be noted.

The red Cavalier was spotted on a
number of occasions. It would be
parked in roughly the same spot at the
front of the Station, and would remain
there for up to three hours.

At that stage it was decided to mount
a more intense surveillance operation.

This continued throughout the
summer and winter of 1988 to 1989.

During this period a derelict house,
with a direct view of D.G.S., was
identified and was used to conduct the
majority of the surveillance on D.G.S.
The house was No. 12 The Crescent,
Dundalk. It's on the corner of The
Crescent and Vincent Avenue (refer to
sketch)...

Access was gained by scaling a
garden wall at the back of the house at
Vincent Avenue. The garden was

overgrown. A concrete path ran to the
back door. This door was wooden and
was unlocked.

This gave access to a kitchen area
where on turning right you entered a
rear living-room and from there onto the
main entrance hall. On the left hand side
of the hall was a wooden staircase.

The surveillance was carried out
from a large front bedroom window on
the Vincent Avenue side of the house.
This window was covered with an old,
dirty net curtain. It gave cover to those
carrying out the surveillance while
affording them a clear view of D.G.S.

There was no furniture in the room
except for an old rolled up carpet sitting
in the middle of the floor. The room
was generally in a bad state of disrepair.
There was no electricity supply to the
house. Volunteers would enter and
leave the house under cover of
darkness, scaling the garden wall.

On those occasions when the car was
spotted its make, colour and registration
were always clearly identifiable and
were noted.

After a period of surveillance a
number of consistencies emerged: —

* In the aftermath of any major
incident in the South Armagh border
region, the car would appear within
days.

* Monday and Tuesday were more
regular days for it to be seen.

* At one point we thought that we
had lost the operation as the car was not
noticed for approximately 6 — 8 weeks.

Information also came in that the car
was spotted south of Dundalk, heading
north. For a period casual surveillance
was mounted around Drogheda Garda
Station, with no results.

Two other Northern registered cars
were noticed at D.G.S.. One was a black
Audi. The other was a silver vehicle.
We cannot recall its make or the
registrations of either vehicle. We could
not identify anyone linked to these cars
and it was decided to focus on the red
Cavalier.

After the 6 to 8 week gap we picked
up the red Cavalier again around late
summer, early winter 1988.

One of the surveillance teams made,
what was for us, a significant
breakthrough. The Volunteer met the
red Cavalier in Meigh village at around
2 —3 o'clock (pm). The car was
travelling slowly through the village
heading towards Newry. The Volunteer
recognised the front seat passenger as
Harry Breen. Harry Breen had a high
media exposure following the ambush
in Loughgall in 1987. We had video
footage from news bulletins and photos
from the press. He was, for obvious
reasons, a target we had particular
interest in. The car was also placed at
D.G.S. earlier that same day.

Equally significant was that given its
location, the car had to have crossed
border crossings around the Forkhill
area.

We assumed that they would vary
their routes and because of previous
operations along the main Dublin —
Belfast Road at Killeen they would not
use that stretch on a regular basis.

The surveillance operation was
further intensified. We monitored
D.G.S. more frequently and set up an
elaborate communications system. That
involved, among other things, radios
and landlines. This enabled us to
activate a wider surveillance team once
the car was placed at D.G.S. The task
for this team was to monitor and track
the car as it left Dundalk to travel north
and cross the border.

This was carried out successfully,
and we soon established that they
generally followed two routes. ..

We also established that they
generally used three border crossing
points. ..

We now moved from a purely
surveillance-based operation to a
military operation. This was around the
end of 1988 into very early 1989. We
proceeded on the basis that they could
use any of the crossings between
Tullydonnell and Killeen, inclusive, to
return home.

The operation was planned around
three stages: arrest, question and
execute those on board.

Prior to March 20th, 1989, we
mounted a military operation on three
occasions. Twice the car didn't show, on
the third occasion it was tracked using
the Edenappa Road on the return
journey. However, due to unconnected
high levels of enemy activity in the
general area we were unable to execute
the operation.

On Monday, March 20th 1989, we
again put the military operation in place.

We planned to keep it in place for
seven days with a review after three
days.

Surveillance was placed on D.G.S.
from No. 12 — The Crescent. Other
volunteers were in place to track the car
leaving Dundalk town. The
communications system, which had
already proved efficient and reliable,
was also put in place.

Two armed operational squads were
put on the ground. One was based in the
Forkhill area to cover the
Carrickasticken and Tievcrum roads.
The second squad was based in the
Jonesboro area to cover the Omeath,
Killeen, Flurry Bridge, Edenappa and
Carrickbroad roads.

At approximately 12:30 pm the red
Cavalier arrived at D.G.S. and parked in
the usual spot. The communications
system was activated at approximately



2:30 pm The car was tracked leaving
D.G.S. via the Harp Brewery route, onto
the Newry Road.

The car was tracked en route to the
Edenappa Road. The Active Service
Unit in the Jonesboro area had already
been alerted and had moved into place,
setting up a checkpoint at a pre-picked
spot along the Edenappa Road.

The ASU intercepted the red
Cavalier. The two male occupants were
challenged to step out of the car with
their hands up.

The car was put into reverse and
attempted to escape. At that point both
RUC Detectives were executed. The
instructions to the ASU were to
intercept the car, and arrest the
occupants, but if that was not possible
then they were to ensure that neither
occupant escaped.

Documents of an intelligence interest

Charles Day confirmed that he and Report,itwas said that Breen was reluctant
Buchanan, in the red cavalier, had beento comply, knowing he would be identified
followed from Dundalk to the Border just as atarget. He is said to have told his wife
days earlier (Appendix p543). that, if he were killed, Hermon was not to
be invited to the funeral (see Gerry

Garda Station:

Pickine HoLEs

Moriarty, Link To Loughgall Ambush

The Dublin District Court President Sealed RUC Officer's Fatérl 4.12.13).

was not satisfied with these explanations.
He tried to pick holes in the story. For onthe Loughgall aspect, sayingthat Breen
instance, as regards the house opposite theust have been the target of the attack. He
rejectsthe clear statementofthe S. Armagh

Justice Smithwick lays particular stress

"...Given the great care that had been Volunteers—

taken, as described by the former
personnel, to enter and leave No. 12, The
Crescentunder cover of darkness, it seems
to me that a significant risk was being
taken by the volunteer exiting just after
2:20 pm in broad daylight directly in
front of the Garda Station. This does not
necessarily sit comfortably with the
significant volume of evidence | have

heard in relation to the aversion to risk of
the South Armagh Unit of the IRA"
(22.6.4).

belonging to both RUC men, found in
the car, were removed from the scene
by the ASU."
If South Armagh had been that risk-
FURTHER INFORMATION averse, there would have been no ambush
The Tribunal was provided with maps, at alll The fact is, with three aborted
including explanatory notes. And ques- attempts to ambush the red cavalier, the
tions were answered. One ofthese relateédmall risk of discovery presented by a
to the house used to watch the station. Theperson leaving the derelicthouse at a quiet
Tribunal was told by the "former volun- time of day was acceptable. Itis afine art,
teer": knowing when to take a risk, and this
"The house was difficult to use because particular Brigade had mastered it. It was
of neighbouring houses and the fact thatclear from previous observation that the
you had to scale the wall to get in. If a RUC men would be leaving before long.
volunteer entered, for example, at 5 a.m. This meant that the Active Service

in the summer and he would stay in the | . . :
house until 10 p.m. at night. The volunteer ints had about an hour to get into posi-

would take lunch or whatever provisions tion. One of the arguments deployed by
that were necessary. If the neighboursthose supporting the 'mole’ theory is that
had seen this activity, it would have an hour is not long enough to mount a
compromised the entire operation.” complex ambush. These people are clearl

In response to questions, the spokesmafinking of the ponderous movements of
denied that the IRA had tapped phonethe of_f|C|aI m|I|tary. It hgrdly applies to
lines into the Garda Station, as claimed by€XPerienced guerilla units who had three

two very detailed articles iPhoenix ~dressrehearsals.
magazine (which are reproduced in the Districtdudge Smithwick's main ground
Report). for rejecting the IRA account is that it lays

Also. Smithwick was told: "It s not N© particular stress on Chief Supt. Harry

uncommon for the IRA to wait weeks" Breen. noron ‘Loughgall.
before acting (22.4.5).
Eurther: The 1987 Loughgall Ambush was a
"Garda Corrigan definitely did nothave €lassic'Shoot-To-Kill' British Army oper-
anything to do with the operation and ation, in which eight East Tyrone IRA
was hostile to the IRA. He stated that the volunteers mounting an attack on an
IRA had definitely not had any help from unmanned RUC Station were gunned
anyone else in Dundalk Garda Station gown by a 36-man SAS unit in a hail of
?:r;?tosr:?;dottrl:;t Gh:r dr;e}‘_’,‘?_lthri‘segrcérg';ic')-rfobullets, with no chance to surrender, along
had no help from anyo-ne in th% Garda. with an_l_mfortunate membero_fthe public.
This was classic surveillance, hard dogged T N British ambush was possible because
work, there was no help from anyone at the plans had been betrayed to the British.
all." Following this success, Sir Jack Hermon
instructed Chief Supt. Breen to appear on
There was confirmation from other television, with a display of the weaponry
sources for some of the detail in the IRA recovered from the dead volunteers. In
account. For instance, RUC Inspectorthe press commentary on the Smithwick

" that not even Bob Buchanan was the
specific target of this operation, but rather
that his car, which was known to have
been occupied by RUC Officers and, on
one occasion, to have been occupied by
Harry Breen, was the target. | cannot
accept this. The preponderance of
evidence before me points to Chief
Superintendent Harry Breen having been
the specific target of this operation. In
this regard, | rely on the intelligence
received in the immediate wake of the
murders, the evidence given by retired
Detective Sergeant Sean Gethins and on
the fact that the vast majority of the
evidence suggests that the intention was
to abduct and interrogate these officers.
In the latter respect, the evidence keeps
pointing back to the desire of the IRA to
acquire information as to how the British
Security Services had gotten advance
warning of the IRA ambush on Loughgall
Police Station in May 1987" (23.1.4).

The attack on an unmanned RUC

Station can hardly be called'@&mbush’
That's woolly thinking.

Loughgall had happened two years

previously, yet it is made the major factor
Jn this particular strike by Smithwick. He
sa

ysS:

"Despite their denials in this regard,
much of what the Tribunal was told by
the former personnel of the Provisional
IRA also tends to support this fact.
Greatsignificance was attached by them
to the alleged sighting of Harry Breen
inBob Buchanan’s carafter the summer
of 1988, and there was, in the wake of
the murder, triumphalism in relation to
the fact that the Provisional IRA had
killed the officer who had appeared in
that photograph “etched in every
Republican’s mind”..." (23.1.6).

He concludes:

"...Either the IRA did have an extra-
ordinary piece of good fortune, or Harry
Breen was the target of this operation.
I believe that the evidence points to the
latter conclusion. I also think that this
makes it significantly more likely that
the Provisional IRA knew that Chief
Superintendent Breen was coming, and
were not simply waiting on the off—
chance that he might turn up..."
(23.1.12).



But the IRA made it clear, that it was  In relying so heavily on radio signals refused offers of accommodation and
not waiting for Breen to turn up: itwasthe traffic, the Judge appears to be scrapingassistance from the Northern Ireland
car that was being targetted on the basisaround to find something other than police, preferring to establish his office in
thatit carried high-ranking police officers, intangible Intelligence information on the Canadian Embassy.)
who were gathering information fromtheir which to base his collusion conclusions. Two of the topics he was to consider
counterparts in the Republic. In doing so, he rejects another theoryconcerned the role of British collusion in

which seems far more plausible, which is the killing of solicitor Pat Finucane, and in

Justice Smithwick finds confirmation thatthere was a leakage from the RUC! that of Loyalist Billy Wright, who was
that Breen was the target in the fact that curiously gunned down by an INLA
there was an increase radio signals RUC CoLLusioN prisoner inside the Maze Prison. (Billy
traffic between 11.30 am and 12 non on The focus of the Smithwick Inquiry Wright, furious at his imprisonment, had
the day in question”(23.1.12). That was to examine whether there was Gardahreatened to reveal his links with the
increase in radio traffic would have collusion in the ambush of Chief Supt. security apparatus.) To counter-balance
occurred before IRA observation reports Breen and Supt. Buchanan. these investigations, David Trimble pro-
showed that the two RUC officerswerein ~ While Dundalk Garda had a few hours' posed that alleged collusion in the killings
Dundalk. Ifthe radio was used by the IRA notice of the planned visit by the RUC of Breen and Buchanan should be within

at that point, that would have confirmed men on 20th March 1989, the fact that Cory's remit.

that there had been a tip-off. But, as wasSupt. Buchanan was going to Dundalk

According to the NIO document, Lady

pointed out on RTE radio (9.12.13) by the was known to quite a few RUC officers. Sylvia tried to prevent Trimble from

retired head of Border Security at Dundalk Indeed he was canvassing for someone tanaking this request.

The document in

Garda Station, Superintendent Tom go with him on this trip for around four question is a letter dated August 2002

Connolly (a man whose father and grand-days. Smithwick says that, ithe huge
father had served in the Garda and RIC),volume of documentation...

from Peter Waterworth, then Principal
only one Private Secretary to the Secretary of State

it was smugglers rather than IRA who documenttendsto supportthis alternativefor Northren Ireland. The Tribunal was

used radio freely. The Provos were verytheory of RUC collusion'(20.9.1).
sparing in their use of radio. Connolly
said it was entirely credible that the IRA, Ireland Office report, and the source named
as they claimed, only used radio after 2in it was Lady Sylvia Hermon, wife of Sir
o'clock, when it had established that theJohn Hermon, the Chief Constable at the
targets had arrived at the Garda Station, tdime (now deceased). Smithwick describes
let units know that this was the case. the NIO note as being of "what transpired

Supt. Connolly also questioned the MI5 at a parliamentary meeting of the Ulster
evidence which was given to the Tribunal Unionist Party (at which the author of the
very late inits deliberations, so late that its note was not present)" (2.9.3).
value could not be properly evaluated. He
said it was not possible to examine where She was involved in two ways: as the
this Intelligence had originated. Becausewife of the Chief Constable, she had some
of that, its use wd$raught with danger" knowledge of his activities; and, as an

It is unclear why the IRA should deny Ulster Unionist Party MP, she had some
that it targetted Chief Supt. Breen, if that input into the deliberations leading to the
in fact was the case. As Supt. Connolly Weston Park Agreement. That deal was
said, did the IRA'come to tell lies, what thereason forthe Irish Government setting
had they to lose?What was to be gained up the Smithwick Inquiry. It had no
by denial? Ifthe IRA had receivedinform- reason to do so otherwise, as two previous
ation, why should it conceal that fact now, Irishinvestigations had found no evidence
24 years later? of Garda collusion in Dundalk.

It seems that Smithwick considers that,
if Breen was the target, that would lend
support to the collusion theory. But itis
hard to follow his reasoning here.

The context of Weston Park was that
David Trimble's UUP—then the pre-

allowed to see part of the letter (20.9.2),
But that one document is in a Northern and describes it as follows:

"The letter was addressed to... a
member of the British Security Service...
entitled 'Follow Up Discussion with
Sylvia Hermon'.

"What seemsto have inspired {Sylvia}
Hermon to speak out was Trimble almost
divulging in front of {Jeffrey} Donaldson
and {David} Burnside at the Parliament-
ary Party meeting, information she had
given to {David} Campbell a year ago
that the likely source of collusion in the
Buchanan and Breen case was 'a senior
Catholic RUC officer'. She did not have
any more specific information about the
individual”s identity but had been
sufficiently impressed by the evidence
that she had sought and failed to persuade
Trimble not to include the case on the
Weston Park list. She feared the con-
sequences for the PSNI if the story was to
emerge from a review and had talked
Trimble down when he had come so
close to blurting it out" (20.9.4).

So Lady Sylvia was convinced that a

dominant Unionist voice—had stalled Catholic officer in the RUC had betrayed
implementation ofthe Good Friday Agree- Breen and Buchanan.

If that was an

Supt. Connolly said he started an ment. Tosave power-sharing, this supple-embarrassing suggestion at that time, the

investigation into the killings immediately, mentary agreementwas reached, intendedssue has not become less sensitive down
and continued for a month. He believed to reconcile Unionists to Sinn Fein partici- the years. And it would hardly do to raise
that the IRA was capable of carrying out pation in government. Concessions wereit at this point, when the Unionist leaders
such an operation on its own without made by all sides. The British conceded awere on the verge of getting official
assistance. As for Smithwick, Connolly preliminary enquiry into collusion alleg- confirmation of a long-held illusion: that
said he had foundno phone call, no ations, to consider whether sufficient the Irish State had contributed materially
smoking gun, no unusual transactions evidence existed to warrant full-scale to the success of the IRA campaign.
through a bank account'He exonerated Tribunals of Inquiry. This resultedinthe  Called to give evidence by the Smith-
“three {Garda} members mentioned for Cory Commission, under the former wick Tribunal aboutthe NIO report, Lady
years" from having passed information Canadian Supreme Court Justice. (WithSylviaand other Unionists involved denied
but said"somebody did" As Connolly the debacle of the earlier Stalker andthat there was any truth in the NIO docu-
said, Smithwick's conclusions were basedStevens Collusion Inquiries, Peter Cory ment. Smithwick concludedthere is no
merely“on the balance of probabilities” had an idea of what he was up against. Hévasis to support the possibility that the
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IRAreceived assistance from a member oy on one occasion 28 tanker lorries were officers refused the offer of armed garda
the RUC" (20.10). seen leaving his farm over a 60 hourescort to the Border. Of course, North of
Curiously, Lady Sylvia MP has gone period, with an alleged profit of 14k per the Border security was their own business.
onrecord rejecting the Smithwick findings. vehicle (Section 5). However Witness 18 With something like 10,000 British sol-
She said, if Sir Jack Hermon had Had told the Tribunal,'the Chief Constable diers in the North at the time, in addition
shred of evidence of collusion between thesaid that operational information should to the RUC's own generous resources, it
garda and IRA, he would have said so andbe sought from An Garda Siochana if mighthave beenthoughtthatarrangements
acted on it immediately... there wasn't possible, but that Sir John Hermon had could have been made for an escortthrough
evidence of collusion in March 198aN said that there was no necessity foranyonehe danger zone, or for them to pick up
9.12.13). to cross the border to obtain such inferm weapons on the Border, or for a friendly
ation"(2.7.3). This suggests that, notonly helicopter in the vicinity, or something!
were unnecessary risks taken as regards
the car used, but there were more trips LEADER OR PARTY?
than strictly necessary. (Of course, Martina Devlin, a columnist for the
Buchanan may have been going South tdrish Independentseems to have thor-
maintain other contacts, besides those withoughly misunderstood the republicans—
Garda, with people who couldn'tbe spokendespite her origins in Omagh. Her com-
to over the phone.) mentary on Smithwick was entitled
In view of that fatalistic approach to Adams's Callousness Reveals Gulf
personal security, Gerry Adanigissez  Between Sinn Fein And Irish Public
faire" remark was spot on. (6.12.13).
The big achievement of the current
GuesTs OF THE NaTion?  leaders of Sinn Fein has been to carry over
The two officers were unarmed. In the the fighting heritage, derived from thirty
pages of hysterical commentary B  years of dogged struggle, into the political
day Independemtevoted to attacking the sphere. It has made compromises without
rovos after Smithwick reported, Eilis a split, thus avoiding the big mistake of
'Hanlon was particularly emotional: the 1921 negotiators. This unity will
"“Two men had come unarmed to a €nablefurther developmentto take place—
Liaison officer, his work entailed visits ~ Neighbour's house—and they had to bebut it is also seized on by those, like
across the Border, including maintaining unarmed because of the provisions of thenglln,_ who \{vant re_pubhcans to beco_me
; ) Anglo Irish Agreement which had been Hibernian whingers like the SDLP. Taking
contacts at Garda Stations, in search of - negotiated on behalf of the people—and up Adamdaissez faireemark, she writes:
Intelligence on the IRA. Inthe 20 or so  they'd been struck down by evil. You . ’ .
trips in the months before the Ambush, he  only have to go back to the Icelandic "It's not just that Gerry Adams is a
always travelled in a Red Cavalier. He sagastoseewhataviolation of hospitality ~!eaderwhose pastis animpedimentto his

took no precautions. This was no over- IS represented by killing men who come party gaining broad popular support in
siaht. but the result of orinciole. Smithwick " good faith to your hearth..." (S| the Republic. It's that a certain ambiguity
gnt, principle. smithwic 8.12.13). in the leader's attitude to murders carried

quotes abook by journalist Toby Harnden, out by the IRA during the Troubles has
who says of RUC Chief Constable Sir  We'llleave aside the historical examples  infected others in his party...
John Hermon that— of British hospitality towards the Irish "TD Padraig MacLochlainn’s credi-
e blamed uchanan's bele in down {h cenresand nodents suh as I 5 aer 2 umelng ks o
prede.st|nat|on for his failure to take basic Smethwick. Welcoming guests and kl||_|l’?g refusal to accept or engage with criticism
security measureshe Superintendent them has been part and parcel of British o 3 grotesque remark which met with
had beenalay preacher{,}amember of practice in Ireland and elsewhere. That public distaste on both sides of the
the Reformed Presbyterian Church. aside, the two officers were not the guests  border...
‘The reason they died was so simple’ of the IRA, which was fighting a declared "Chief Superintendent Harry Breen and
he said. “There was no advance prepar-war with the British Government and its ~ Superintendent Bob Buchanan did not
ation, they just went. Bob Buchanan forces. They were the guests of those who gbeprgggr?lfs(fhéﬂeséfggo@Lidbeiaﬁizu;i
was a very deyout Chnstlan and h_e did were co-operating with the British in |\ oAoam targeted and shot them.
not believe in taking precautions putting down the insurgency. The RUC "They didn't seek to be shot. They
because God was in control. He did notofficers in question were not coming to  didn't deserve it..."
follow basic, elementary security pro- visit the Garda for tea and biscuits. They
cedures. | still don’t understand why were operatives in the Thirty Years' War.  All the context of the War is lost, it's
no—one spotted he was going down To think the laws of hospitality applied to just one-sidedacts of violence" mere
there so casually. By the time they left them is infantile. criminal acts which thankfullibelong to
Dundalk, the place was swarmingwith ~ Moreover, they were not killed in the history". The reason they are history—
IRA men and there was no way they territory of those offering hospitality, but the fact that political structures have been
were going to get back®..." (13.1.2, back inthe North—in 'Bandit Country'— established in Northern Ireland with which
citing Bandit Country, 1999 edition). to use the British description for an area ofthe 40% nationalist minority is reasonably
the British state where the British Govern- content for the time being—is not exam-
The immediate reason for the final trip ment's hold was particularly tenuous.  ined. Presumably she'd be quite content if
was an NIO instruction to put an end to It might be added that, if Eilis O'Hanlon Unionists were still be running the North
smuggling across the Border, thought to had bothered to read the Smithwick Report,under a pseudo-democracy. Her career
be directed by Thomas Murphy. Apparent- she would have discovered that RUC lies outside the North in any case.

LAissez FAIRE

The Smithwick Report has been made
the occasion of a third deluge of media
black propaganda against Gerry Adams
(the first two being the Liam Adams Case
and 'The Disappeared’). In the Dail
(4.12.13) Micheal Martin excoriated
Adams for having described the two
officers as having taken"&issez faire"
attitude to their own security. Eilis
O'Hanloninth&unday Independeiound
it was "shocking" that he had done so
(8.12.13).

An examination of the facts shows the
phrase to be well-chosen.

Supt. Buchanan was aregular traveller
to the South. It was his car that was use
on this trip, as on others. Other officers
travelled with him. As Cross-Border



She complains of Adams: to break Sinn Fein and make it a Partition Station. He also finds that senior Garda
"Yes he called the RUC men “brave Party like themselves by treating the authorities had questions to answer about
officers doing their duty as they saw Northern War as a murder campaign andthe way they left the South undefended
it"—but he bracketed it with IRA having it subjected to ongoing police during a period when Irish Government
volunteers doing their duty. Itallows for investigation and prosecution. Theywould policy had caused the Northern authorities
ambivalence..." like the populace to forget that all through to lose control of the society, during the
Awar was fought. The British Govern- the War they kept the sovereignty claim Ulster Constitutional Stoppage. And the
ment tried to handle it as if it was an over the North in the Southern Constitu- way the same pro-British 'moles’ had
outbreak of crime but failed. Even tion, and did notdare to propose its repealenabled the Bombers to escape with a
Thatcher eventually had to admit it was until 1998, when Sinn Fein brought the defective security cordon put in place
war, but now the language of criminality War to anorderly end. Through all of this after the Bombings.
is de rigeurin  Southern Irish public life. duplicity has become second nature to If the Dublin Garda authorities did not
Adams pays tribute to the fallen on the them in anything to do with the North. trust Dundalk—in the way they trusted
other side, but Martina can only see whatThey and their media mouthpieces areMonaghan Garda Station, for example—
happened through the eyes of the defeateéncapable of thinking straight about it.  that suggests that the Garda there were
Establishment. She indicates her sym- simply doing their job. They were co-
pathies When She Says: COLLUSION Operating—but not CO“Ud|ng—W|th the
" . . The Sunday Independenvas parti-  British security forces. There is a differ-
note how there was relatively little . .
co-operation between the RUC and the cularly angered that Sinn Fein should dareence betw_een the two. To co—o_perate
gardai during the Troubles, and now we t0 bring up the whole context of the suggests simple exchange of Intelligence
know why: the RUC didn't trust the Smithwick Report, Collusion. Eoghan information in compliance with Govern-
gardai. On the basis of the Smithwick Harris instanced particular examples of ment policy. To collude is to break the
report, they were probably right.” British State collusion brought up during law, by becoming directly involved in the
interviews Desperate Need To Tackle War under the direction of a foreign
Sinn Fein's ham-fisted rewriting Of Our Government.
History, SI 8.12.13). Eilis O'Hanlon
follows suit. She suggests that Gerry There is another point to be made here,
Adams does not comprehend Southernand it is an important one. Evenifit were
thinking on such matters: shown that one or two officers in Dundalk
»...when he read the report, Adams Garda Station ‘colluded" with the IRA,
saw only the word “collusion”, and it that in no way compares with Collusion
transfixed him, rabbit-like in the which was the policy of the British State

. ) headlights, because he instantly started;
This is a theme that occurs elsewhere in thinking of collusion by the RUC gnd the n Northgrn Irelan.d. Tousethe same word
. : ; o nking y to describe both is a travesty of the facts.
the Irish media. The hired prize-fighters - gritish army. The people served by the gio1e”Collusion in substance refers to a
of the Establishment suddenly have the Garda Siochanaweren'tdrawing up profit licv of wholesale infiltrati ddeol
best interests of Sinn Fein at heart! She andloss tables to decide who was “worse” P° 'Cyof‘liv 0 ?saeln ' r.?. lonand deploy-
says:"there comes a pointwhen loyaltyto  inthisway. They were instead measuring rTl]‘et?]teOStaﬁgatlstcpa?:ancq)lulttzz“c?ii 22 32 aorrr:j
the leader becomes disloyalty to the pfarty theffg(rjqre] a_?algﬁi_;he h'!ghest St(jmdardS?he law whi,ch the S):acurit Forces tr?/em-
and its aspirations" She wants Sinn Fein -+ finding iltwanting.... ' Y

to become stronger and fears that Adams' It may be thatThe people served by the selves were restricted in doing, ,
L , . . That is not to say that the Security
leadership will hold it back!! Butthe only Garda Siochanaio not understand the Forces themselves did not operate in
reason she is writing about Sinn Fein is context of the type of war that was fought X " P
. . clandestine ways, committing murders and
thatthe Gerry Adams leadership has comen Northern Ireland. One can hardly blame other crimes directly. However. there
South to make something of the party. Sinn Fein from pointing it out, now that a - y: ’ .

. : . . were limits set on what they could do in
Without that battle-hardened element, thesingle case of alleged collusion by Irish this way. What thev could not do them-
party would soon slip back to fringe status. security forces has come to the fore. Y- Y

; o _ . selves, they set their agents to do.

Sinn Fein is the only party in Ireland The fact of the matter is that there really There is a world of difference between

today which has the battle-hardenedwas Garda collusion—but it was with the

. . i . . any assistance given by an odd garda here
political experience that Fianna Fail had Northern security apparatus. Inthe same

! ) X . or there to Republican volunteers and the
inthe past, and that Cume_mn na nGaed_hea_Bsue ofthe pager, Jim Cusack—its Se(.:ur'policy of wholesale State Collusion with
had before that. Its experience was gamed?y correspondent who speaks aUthOma_Unionist paramilitaries, operated by the
n the_ North_,_ where undemocr_auc and tlvgly on pehalf Of. the Gar_da_—\llvrote an gritish State as an integral part of its war
sectarian British government laid ample article entitiedDublin Gardai Didn't Trust with the IRA

grounds for war. During that War the Dundalk And Kept Them In The Dark For '

Establishment parties in the Republic Years(8.12.13). Thatis avery revealing  Unionists see the matter differently.
professed to be concerned about thestatement. It confirms that senior GardaTo them, the whole IRA campaign could
damage they said it was doing to the caus@uthorities themselves maintained a closehave been put downin no time atall, if the
of Anti-Partition politics. But, now that relationship with British forces. And that Irish State had treated it as a hostile force,
the party which led the nationalist upsurge chimes in with the views of Colonel John introduced Internment, and sealed off the
caused by the 1969 pogrom in the NorthMorgan, in his military analysisThe  Border. No doubt, if the Irish State had
through a phase of warfare to a workableDublin/Monaghan Bombings 1974In  actedinthis way, the IRA could have been
peace arrangement has come South anthatbook, he highlights the close relation- broken; the Catholics in the North would
given Anti-Partition politics a dimension ship which British security operatives had still be second-class citizens; and there

itnever had before, they panic. They hopewith detectives in Monaghan Garda would be no resolution of the problem
9

In fact there was plenty of cooperation
between the forces, North and South,
during the War. The gardai told the RUC
everything they knew about 'subversives
—and, when they asked for reciprocation
on Loyalist paramilitaries, they got next
to nothing.

Martina seems to think that the Sinn
Feiners in the South should ditch Adams.
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sion is as justiciable as an act of
commission..." (lbid).

created by Britain in the way it partitioned him to find that the IRA ambush of the
Ireland. two RUC officers was staged with the aid

Unionists do not explain why an Irish of a tip-off from person or persons . )
Government should act in this way, with unknown in Dundalk Garda Station. In  What is the difference between the
regard to its national minority caught in doing so, he relied on deduction andAmbush of two RUC officers and the
the undemocratic structures set up inamorphous Intelligence information. This WOrst single atrocity of the Thirty Year
response to an armed rebellion by themethod of proceeding has been castigatedVar, thatwould justify rigorous standards

Unionists themselves.

TRIBUNALS
In an Afterword to Colonel Morgan's
The Dublin/Monaghan Bombingsvrote
of the Standards Of Proof Used In

Tribunals. Colonel Morgan gave evidence

to the Barron Tribunal, bringing his

military experience of 37 years to bear on
the way those Bombings were carried out,

along with other information he had

succeeded in acquiring over a period of
many years. However, his submissions

on British military collusion with the
paramilitaries who carried out the bomb-
ings and of Irish senior garda complicity

were rejected by Justice Barron, on the

grounds of insufficient evidence. As |
wrote:
"Justice Barron rejected Colonel

Morgan's Submissions, essentially onthe
ground that he did not present evidence

that would suffice for criminal prose-

cution. The Colonel presented a strong

probability, which is about as much as

could be expected in a case like this, short

of an admission of guilt by the per-
petrators..." The Dublin/Monaghan
Bombingsp242).

Barron was within his rights in doing
this. As Justice Murray put it in the
Lawlor Case: "there is no necessary
standard of proof laid down in relations to
Tribunals Of Inquiry"(lbid p240, Murray
is quoting the High Court finding in that
case).

by Professor Dermot Walsh, a Professor@pPplied inone Inquiry, and wide standards
of Law at the University of Kent.
wrote:

in the other?
Indefending his use of a broad approach
" Itis highly questionable whether the to hi;tgsk, Justice $mithwick refers to the
sensational media headlines of Gardadefinition of Collusion used by the Cory
collusion in the murders of Chief Supt Commission. But Justice Cory was quite
Breen and Supt Buchanan are justified. justified in taking a wide view: he was not
Several key points need to be borne inmaking any findings as to responsibility
mind. - for particular events; he was merely
1. A tribunal of inquiry, even when establishing whether there were sufficient
chaired by a judge, is not a court of law. . - g
It is not a criminal trial leading to a 9rounds to establish official Inquiries.
verdict that someone is or is not guilty of It might be added that the British
collusion. Itis merely an inquiry into the  Governmentdid notvindicate Cory, in the
facts surrounding an incident or event. sense that the Inquiry established into the
2. Atribunal is not bound by the tried killing of Billy Wright failed to satisfy
and tested rules on the admissibility of those who had campaigned for such an
evidence applicable in a criminal trial. Inquiry. It failed to reveal how a Maze

3. A tribunal reaches conclusions on . Id obtai did i
the facts by applying the 51/49 standard prisoner could obtain a gun, nor did it

of whether something was more likely answer other questions around the killing.
than not, rather than the criminal standard The Finucane Inquiry recommended by
of proof beyond a reasonable doubt. Its Cory was never held, because the British
findings, therefore, cannot always be State is unwilling to provide full Intelli-
relied upon as a definitive statement of gence to a public Inquiry.

what actually happened. . .
4. The Smithwick Tribunal adopted a Of the three Inquiries to be established

broad interpretation of what amounts to Under Weston Park, only the Smithwick
collusion, and proceeded on the danger-InNquiry has found in the way expected by
ous assumption that silence was indicativethose who had campaigned for its
of having something to hide. establishment. Isitan accidentthat British
Despite all these factors, the tribunal Government collusion would have been
was not able to conclude that any {he findingin two of those Inquiries, whilst

identifiable member of the Garda actually _.. . . .
colluded with the IRA in the murders. :ﬁlilr?eg?hbi?dtge Irish State is the conclusion

When placed in that context the
sensationalist headlines lose their punch"
(Irish Times letter, 5.12.13).

He

CaAPTAIN KELLY
o . Jeffrey Donaldson MP, who is the
However, Smithwick was able to find pyp's spokesman on Victims Issues, had

support from a Linguistics lecturer, Dr. 5 yesponse to the Tribunal Report in the

If anyone turned to the Smithwick John Olsson of the School of Linguistics |ijish Times(6.12.13). In Westminster
Tribunal, expecting it to apply a similar atBangor University, who praised himfor pe'q asked how the IRA could have

standard to that used by Barron, theyusing such a wide standard

would be in for a surprise. Smithwick
makes a virtue of using the most liberal

standard of proof possible. Here is his

definition:
"... the issue of collusion will be

examined in the broadest sense of the

word. While it generally means the
commission of an act, | am of the view

that it should also be considered in terms

of an omission or failure to act. In the

active sense, collusion has amongst its

meanings to conspire, connive or colla-
borate. In addition, | intend to examine
whether anybody deliberately ignored a

matter, turned ablind eye to it or pretended
ignorance or unawareness of something

one ought morally, legally or officially,
oppose..."

Smithwick wide definition enabled

mounted the Ambush at such notice.
"| believe there may be some contro- Because of the way the Tribunal dismissed
versy regarding Judge Peter Smithwick’s the IRA explanation, Unionists had all
definition of collusion, and a criticism their prejudices confirmed from an
that he has perhaps drawn its frame ofgythoritative Irish source. Donaldson's
reference too widely. However, the law article was callettlye Need To Know If

is a living thing, embodied in the lives of . .
the people whom it affects, not a dry There Was Any Further Collusiowriting

academic textbook where definitions ©Of police accountability, he wrote:
must always be cast in concrete. "Never before has Juvenal's old maxim,

Therefore, to adapt the term “collusion”
to the peculiar circumstances then in
existence in the island of Ireland, is both
judicially creative and administratively
necessary. Defining collusion, as the
learned judge has, as “action or inaction
by an individual or the police {or some
other arm of the state} is thus, in my
view, absolutely appropriate. Moreover,
it sits well in all legal frameworks, whether
civil or common, where an act of omis-

Quis custodiet ipsos custodes®@ho
guards the guards>—seemed more
appropriate.

"It has been argued thatthe government
headed by Jack Lynch assisted in the
expansion of the Provisional IRA when it
was in its infancy. There is now, for
example, little doubt that Capt James
Kelly, the Irish intelligence officer, was
acting on the orders of the then Irish
government in seeking to acquire and



import guns into the Republic for PIRA
use. We also know that Capt Kelly and
other senior members of the lIrish
government met with senior figures in
the IRA as early as October 1969. We
know that Charles Haughey met with
Cathal Goulding, the IRA chief of staff.
These documented facts point to a
sometimes sympathetic environment for
the IRA. They should be examined as
part of any process agreed to deal with
the legacy of our troubled past..."

"While itis undoubtedly true that Kelly
was acting on the orders of two ministe

available evidence suggests they we
defying the authority of the then taoiseag
Jack Lynch...

"One way or another, though, there
no doubt that powerful figures in th
government and outside it assisted in
creation of the Provisional IRA in 1969
(IT 7.12.13).

_ _ _ As | showed inMilitary Aspects Of

In August 1969, having tried and failed |reland's Arms Crisis Of 1969-7there is

to get the British Government to become documentary evidence in released St
more active and prevent the explosionpPapers to show that Jack Lynch knew
threatening Northern Ireland, and having and endorsed the plan to arm the North

been vindicated by subsequent events inreland Catholics for self-defence, and
which Nl security forces attacked Catholic is reproduced in the book.

areas, the Irish Government took steps to - Arming Northern Ireland Catholics fo
assist with Catholic defence in August self-defence is not synonymous to formi
1969. Ata given point, a Cabinet decision or assisting the Provisional IRA, whid]
to send in the Irish Army hung on a knife- did not exist in August 1969 and was o]
edge. Inmany ways, itis a pity that Lynch to come into being some months later,
flunked thatdecision. Instead, inresponse That is a myth that has been spun
to popular outrage throughout the South, Official Republicans and others who des
it was decided to help the Northern to obscure what really happened.
Catholics to mount their own defence.

About nine months after taking that  Thereis alotto be said for a full officig

decision, Jack Lynch reneged on thatinquiry into those events, but it is unlike
policy under British pressure and put two to happen any time soon!

Neil Blaney and Charles Haughey, the
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of his Ministers, Captain Kelly and Albert Angela Clifford

Luykx on trial.

During that Trial, prosecution witness
Defence Minister James Gibbons w
unable to explain why his Governme
had been willing to give military training
to Northern Ireland Catholics, who were
allowed to briefly volunteer for the Irish
Army, but was unwilling to give them

AS
t Mandela

continued

an avalanche of gutless gush, @Ggard-

that 'although the official policy of both
the UDF {the broadly-based United
Democratic Front} and the ANC was to
condemn necklacing, the public state-
ments of the leadership of these organisa-
tions were sometimes ambiguous and
appeared to give tacit, and sometimes
overt, approval to the practice'. It has
been long assumed that Mandela, in
prison, would have strongly condemned
necklacing. Indeed, it was reported, and
widely believed, that after Winnie had
raised the issue—in 1986, when she
declared that South Africans would
liberate themselves with matchboxes and
tyres—her husband had summoned her
to Pollsmoor prison, in Cape Town and
reprimanded her for it. It has emerged,
however, from adocumentthat circulated
among journalists and academicsin South
Africa, and which finally dribbled into
printin 2005, that Mandela condoned his
wife's statement. The document, the
minutes of a meeting between Mandela,
Winnie and (Mandela's lawyer) Ismail
Ayob inside Pollsmoor prison, saltiM
approved of WM's necklace speech. He
said that it was a good thing as there has
not been one black person who has
attacked WM.' It transpired that the
document had been found by the
renowned South African editor Anthony
Sampson, while he was working on
Mandela's authorised biography. Samp-
son has since died, but his chiefresearcher,
James Sanders, said there had been arow
over whether the document should be
published, with threats from the Mandela
camp to withdraw co-operationif he used
it. Eventually, Sampson pulled the
document.”

But one does not need to have recourse

ian obituary of December 5th, penned by 1, secret minutes to find Mandela defend

guns.

Another prosecution witness, Directqr
of Irish Military Intelligence, Colonel
Hefferon, refused to perjure himself ih
Court. He said the Irish Government djd
authorise Captain Kelly to get arms for

Catholic defence, and his evidence led|to

the only possible verdict, Not Guilty.

On the day following Donaldson's
article,Irish TimegPolitical Correspondent

Stephen Collins, hastened to undo any

unfavourable impression made Qy
Donaldson's piece. He said nothing abq

the pogrom that led to the Irish Governmgnt

acting out of character. On the contra
he fed Unionist paranoia by sayirf:he

IRA clearly had sympathisers at all levels
of society in the Republic...ddding that
"Adisturbing book by respected acaden
Henry Patterson,lreland's Violent

Frontier... received little attention"

(which was certainly untrue as far as the

Irish Timeswas concerned).

Collins also hastened to defend His

hero against Donaldson's aspersions:

David Beresford, did indeed acknowledge ing Winnie to the hilt. In his 1994 auto

Mandela's greatness, but also delved imooiography Long Walk To Freedoythe
some historical issues of far greater importfaced dow,n charges far more serious than
than how Adams should or should not ,,, 5jiegations ever levelled against Gerry
have responded to the killings of RUC aqams in the Boston College tapes. The
officers Harry Breen and Bob Buchanan. 14-year old ANC activist Stompie Moek
All wars are dirty, and Beresford wrote: etsi had been kidnapped, was accused of
"Mandela was a flawed man, as all being a police informer, and had his throat
men are flawed, and in the face of this, cyt on New Year's Day 1989, with his
one struggles to discover the roots of his body being found on waste ground near

greatness... And then, of course, there,,,. ~. \ IS
was Winnie, for whom he carried some Winnie Mandela's house. Winnie's bedy

burden of guilt, even if he was the one guard, Jerry Richardson, was subsequently
who divorced her. There was, too, convicted of Stompie's murder. Mandela

Winnie's advocacy of 'necklacing'— wrote:

C

execution by burning, with tyres around
the victim's neck—which was hugely
damaging to South Africa's liberation
struggle. It was used primarily against
alleged informers and public function-
aries seen as collaborators, but other
victims included people held guilty of
minor infractions of community solid-
arity, such as breaches of a consumer
boycott, and old women held to be
witches. South Africa's Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission has estimated that
more than 400 people were killed by
necklacing. Inits final report, it observed

"Ever since my (February 1990) release
from prison, the state had continued its
campaign to discredit my wife. After the
alleged kidnapping of four youths who
were staying in the Diepkloof house and
the death of one of them, Winnie had first
been vilified by a whispering campaign,
and was then charged with four counts of
kidnapping and one of assault. The
continuing aspersions cast on her
character were such that both Winnie and
| were eager for her to have her day in
court and prove her innocence of the
charges. My wife's formal trial began in

11
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February 1991... | attended on the first only the presence but also the honoured
day ... and | continued to attend as often rg|e assigned to Gerry Adams, Murtagh's

as | could. I did this both to support my report for December 16th could only

wife and to show my belief in her . . )
innocence... After three and a half mention Adams with a sneer:

months, the court found her guilty of
kidnapping charges and being an acces-
sory to assault. The judge, however,
acknowledged that she had not taken part
in any assault herself. She was sentenced

"There were local and regional clan
kings and princes; foreign royalty
included Prince Charles of the United
Kingdom and Prince Albert of Monaco...
There were celebrities too, including ...

to six years in prison, but was released on
bail pending her appeal. As far as | was
concerned, verdict or no verdict, her

innocence was not in doubt” (2013

edition, pp 710 -11).

A couple of other contributors to the "paper of record: Thelrish Independent
Irish Timessupplement, unlike O'Toole content to rely on BritisBaily Telegraph

the Rev Jessie Jackson... Mention was

friends; he said.You negotiate with your
enemies'Still, I had to tell him that the
British government was not prepared to
talk to the IRA. It would be like the sky
falling. Six years later, when negotiations
with the IRA, through their political wing,
were under way, President Mandela
phoned meHey Kader, is the sky falling
on the British governmentie asked."

Mandela could not have been better

also made from the podium of Gerry
Adams, described &he leader of Sinn
Féin from Northern Ireland'."

informed. A week after th&ish Times
special supplement, the December 13th
issue ofThe Phoenixin its lead article
So much for Ireland's on-the-spot entitled "MANDELA/ANC: THE IRISH
CONNECTION, was provoked to point
out:

himself, did at least venture to expressreporters, was somewhat more informative:

some criticisms of Mandela's views on
Ireland. Stephen Collins wrote of Man
dela's first visit to Ireland in June 1990:

"However, the visit was not without
controversy. Mandela made comments
ina mediainterview about the desirability
of talks between the British government
and the IRA, with no reference to the
requirements for a ceasefire... {and}
Mandelarepeated his views in atelevision
interview. Thelrish Timestook him to
task in an editorial {Conor Brady was the
then editor—MO'R}: “Mr Mandela's

"Gerry Adams and the Rev Jesse
Jackson were applauded warmly when
their names were read to the assembled
guests... Prince Charles, the Prince of
Wales, representing the former colonial
power, received no such accolade...
There was a distinct anti-colonialisttheme
to many of the speeches..."

But the BritishDaily Mail was yet

more informative again, with the same
report also carried in thash Daily Mail.
Inclusive of a sub-heading entitl/&RIDE

remarks were dangerous. They were notOF PLACE FOR ADAMS it told readers:

informed. They have furthermore and
regrettably overshadowed his thoughtful
and valuable address delivered earlierin
the Dail...” While Sir Bob Geldof
opined: “The world was more complex
outside those (prison) walls”. So it was
too with arguments over the murders of
the IRA and their opposites. At times he
(Mandela) was almost childishly naive.
It was clear how prison could distort the
contextual relevance of events."

If Constable Brady and Sir Bob's-your-

"The in-crowd included some
intriguing names. Alongside Prince
Charles, the Reverend Jesse Jackson and
... there was Gerry Adams, who we must
presume had close dealings with the great
man, though they weren't exactly
advertised. For earlier, when the coffin
was removed from a military plane, the
Sinn Feinleader marched behindit, inthe
guard of honour."

But thdrish Timesundermined its own

released Mandela as bothill-informed and Supposediill-informed naivety” by its

childishly naive about Northern Ireland Publication of the Kader Asmal article
issues, it was a condition which continued that had finished with the Brechtian quote
to exist for Mandela's next two decades offfom Fintan O'Toole. It is an anecdote
freedom and which would determine one from the earlier part of that article that

"In all the coverage this week of the
history of Mandela and the ANC, the
local media fell over backwards to avoid
mentioning the obvious Irish angle, that
for many years ANC leaders regarded
Sinn Féin—and the IRA—not only just
as their allies, but as their tutors in armed
resistance to oppression. Mutual contacts
became more open during the peace
process, although ANC reps had been
attending as fraternal delegates to SF ard
fheiseanna for many years beforehand.
In 1998 the head of the ANC during their
war in South Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa,
along with other senior ANC players
visited Dublin, Belfast, Crossmaglen and
other areas ... assisting the SF leadership
to sell the peace agreement. But there
were earlier, more clandestine contacts
and mutual enterprises between the two
movements and they concerned aid and
advice soughtfromthe IRA by the ANC's
military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe
(MK)... {Next follow some quotations
from Asmal's autobiographipolitics In
My Blood of which more anon—
MO'R}... The spectacle of coalition
ministers, egotistical rock celebrities and
other body snatchers basking in Mandela's
reflected glory is only to be expected. But
the airbrushing of SF and Adams from
the frame ... is another example of the
Irish media reverting to Section 31 mode.
When Mandela passed away last week,
the Irish media, normally on the look out
for an Irish angle in global news stories,

particular arrangement which he would 9ives the lie to such a thesis. Asmal had
written:

make for his own funeral. THpaper of
record"was the only Irish newspaper to
send its own reporter out to South Africa
to cover the Mandela funeral—Peter
Murtagh, the 1980kish TimesSecurity
Correspondent. Murtagh now functioned
more as a court reporter. In the issue of
Saturday December 14th, his list of
notables scheduled to attend the State
burial of Mandela began wittBritain's
Prince Charles'and ended withUS civil
rights activist Jesse Jackson"

There was, however, one name Murtagh
could not bring himself to mention in this
report. But, when TV coverage on both
Saturday and Sunday highlighted not

deliberately avoided the biggest one—
staring them in the face—and airbrushed
Adams out of the frame. It might be
respectable politics but reputable journal-
ism it is not."

"When Nelson Mandela came to
Ireland in June 1990, as part of his
whirlwind world tour, he already knew
everyone in the Irish Anti-Apartheid
Movement (IAAM)... | was given the
responsibility of providing him with a

Last October | was witness to a rather
amusing act of sabotage against the attempt
background  briefing on Irish politics, —Iin the interests direspectability—to
especially in the context of political quite liberally (in every sense) airbrush
violencein NorthernIreland. Inhisdirect, the South African armed struggle from
forthright manner, Mandela had said in hjstorical awareness. The International
an interview that the British government Brigade Memorial Trust was holding its
should negotiate with the IRA. This .00 in Edinburgh, and we were given a
remark created quite a stir in the press 7. ion by the P 1 the Ci
and, oddly, even some resignations from €!VIC reception by the Provostin the City
the IAAM, but it was in keeping with his Council chambers. But we were also
understanding that enemies must invited to the civic reception that immedi
negotiate'You don't negotiate with your ately preceded ours, for 80-year old South



prosecution of apartheid's leaders, after
our freedom, for crimes against humanity
and war crimes. Tambo took me aside
before the opening session and, with quiet

African Denis Goldberg, due to speak at
the Edinburgh World Justice Festival.

Goldberg, a Jewish Communist, had been
a co-defendant of Nelson Mandela in the

Rivonia Trial of 1963-64, where he was
sentenced to four terms of life imprison
ment, of which he would serve 22 years.

But when one of the Festival organisers

sought to introduce him as 'aeteran
human rights activist" Goldberg
immediately protestetl:was nota'human
rights activist'! | was a freedom fighter! |
was the technical officer making the
weapons!"

But back to Asmal. Thérish Times
Mandela supplement tells us tHahis
previously unpublished article was written
by the late Kader Asmal in 2001t does

not tell us that Asmal subsequently recast

and elaborated on tlieregotiate with the
IRA" anecdote for Chapter 6=Fhree
Great South Africans(Luthuli, Tambo
and Mandela)—of his memoirs published
posthumously in 2011. He recalled:

persuasiveness, informed me that Nurem-
berg wadvictor's law: There was already
talk about negotiations with the apartheid
regime, and he made it clear it would be

ly sprinkled with nuns could applaud the
secretary of the Communist Party. Irish
anti-imperialist sentiments were stronger
than anti-communist feelings" (pp 53-
55).

A South African Jew, Michael Harmel

carried an Irish passport because his
that we would negotiate with the regime mothe_r had peen bornl in Cork and his
and, following successful discussions, fatherin Dublin. Harmel's father had been
we would try them for crimes against wWon to Socialism in Dublin, no doubt
humanity. The Nuremberg Principles influenced by the fact that in the 1902
were very important to me... But the local elections James Connolly hadissued
facts onthe groundin South Africaledall 3 Yiddish-language appeal to Dublin
_?_‘;‘lﬁgg w(‘aﬁe':rgtgr(]’”;'”;éo_rr‘]’tg‘ﬁgzdbgyt\]ewish workers. The June 1974 Prague
talks It theWANC hgdgdonle this ther: funeral oration for Michael Harmel was
would have been no talks or settiement. delivered by the Chairman of the South
For me, ten years' work went down the African Communist Party, Yusuf Moha-
drain after Tambo's intervention and | med Dadoo (a South African Indian

hurriedly changed my speech. SubsequenMuslim, like Asmal), who pronounced:
events showed the correctness of Tambo's
approach" (p 154).

provocative in the extreme to announce

"Born in Johannesburg on the 15th
February 1915, son of an Irish Socialist
immigrant, Michael Harmel became
attracted to Marxism in his student days.
He joined our Party in 1939 and for the
rest of his life the Party was his master.
He served it with discipline and loyalty

But an armed struggle had first been
necessary in order to force the apartheid
regime to come to the negotiating table. It

"Well, not only the tabloids turned this Was in the wake of the commencement of
into headline news; even the BBC led that phase of the struggle that Asmal, a
with the story... | visited Mandela's hotel South African Indian Muslim whose
early the next morning..Kader, why  marriage to his white wife Louise would

as a full-time revolutionary until his
untimely death on the 18th June 1974."

Kader Asmal was still putting the

are you so uncomfortable?” ... ‘Madiba, ‘ajone have guaranteed him imprisonments
in his native land, established the Irish
Anti-Apartheid Movement while being 2011.
the IRA... While we did notwanthimto €mployed as a law lecturer in Trinity

repudiate his words, the British Anti- College Dublin. In Chapter 3lreland"”,
Apartheid Movement was seriously he related:

we have a problem. It's like a ton of bricks
falling on our headsl'explained that the
British and US governments didn'ttalk to

perturbed... He was due to speak at a
dinner that night with the Taoiseach (Irish
Prime Minister), sowe inserted a sentence
into his speechilt is not my job to
prescribe to anyone else how to behave
in their own countries, but all my life |
have believed ... you negotiate with your
enemiesA few years later, of course, the
Good Friday Agreement was signed in
Northern Ireland. That day my secretary
put through a call to me. She was taken
aback.'It's from the Presidentlt was
indeed Madiba, and he was chuckling.
'Hey, Kader, is there a ton of bricks
falling on your headMe was as delighted
as | was that negotiations had taken place
in Northern Ireland and that they had
ended in an agreement."” (pp 158-9).

In that same Chapter 6, Asmal had told

another story against himself:

"In the public eye, Nelson Mandela is
most closely associated with reconciling
white and black in post-apartheid South
Africa, but long before that ANC Presi-
dent Oliver Tambo had made the case for
reconciliation. | recall this vividly. | had
prepared an opening speech for a
conferencein 1987 in Harare. My address
was a legal indictment of apartheid's
criminal leaders, based on the Nuremberg
Principles underpinning the trial of Nazi
leaders after 1945... | would call for the

ishing touches to his autobiography
when he died of cancer on 22nd June
In thelrish Timesof June 28th,
Fintan O'Toole paid handsome tribute.
Based in this case on an actual friendship,
that tribute was genuinely insightful, asin
"In 1963 the leaders of Umkhonto we his description of Asmal d$he bossiest
Sizwe, the ANC's newly established man | ever knew—and the least authori-
armed wing, were arrested at Lilliesleaf tarian". Indeed, so taken was Louise
farm in Rivonia near Johannesburg... In Asmal with this appreciation of Kader,
I\llg\ézr?r??riln?tsg goﬁgcge‘#&efntg‘giﬁ)()k that she quoted liberally from itin her own
\?vhich | had oré]/anisedg..'. was addresg’adaddres.S atthe memorial meeting in Cape-
by Arthur Goldreich, a South African town City Hall on June 30th, and not alone
communist, who was among those included that complete address as a con-
arrested following the Rivonia raid. He cluding Chapter 11 when the autobio-
and Harold Wolpe had recently escapedgraphy was finally published that August,
from South Africa to Swaziland dressed pyt paid O'Toole the honour of being the

as Catholic priests... A_fterthe meetin_g, only person to be quoted on the book's
an elderly but very friendly academic cover

took me aside and told me: 'Never shit on ) _ o

your own doorstep'... But | disappointed ~ Why, then, thérish Timescontinuing

my friend, asin my working hours Trinity silence on that book, other than a news

College was to become the centre of myitem in its issue of 29th August 20117 It

acpwhe:;—apart.frltlnrlr)bm){. acadedmlc life  could not, of course, have avoided mention

—focusing on civil liberties and apar- ; . o

theid... The Mansion House was redolent of_the sens_a_uon surrounding Fhe public
ation of Politics In My Blood since the

with history and perfect for the official .
launch of the IAAM... Speakers at the BBC News headline that same day read:

meeting in April 1964 ... included Mich- "IRA 'aided’ anti-apartheid bombing—
ael Harmel, a South African of Irish Kader Asmal memoirsAnd O'Toole, as

extraction, who had fled the country the Assistant Editor, did nothing to alter an
previous year while awaiting trial for |rish Timesheadline suggesting that Kader
contravening his banning orders. He Wasmight well have been lying on that score:

... asecretary of the South African Com- |, . . . )
munist Party. Harmel completely bowled IRA aided anti-apartheid bombing,

the audience over... It was remarkable claimed Asmal”.No wonder, having
that in the atmosphere of the times, in theassumed the role of Grand Inquisitor
continuing Cold War, an audience liberal- against Adams, that O'Toole would now
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wish to see Asmal's memoirs buried with
him!

| was a 14-year old when 1 first met
Kader Asmal at the November 1963

Goldreich meeting, and | became a

founding member of the IAAM at the
Harmel meeting the following April. Ata
1968 IAAM meeting, Kader also intro-
duced meto the outstanding South African
Communist leader Joe Slovo, whom
Mandela would appoint as Minister for
Housing in South Africa's first post-
Apartheid Government in 1994, with
Kader himself serving as Mandela's Minis-
ter for Water Affairs and Forestry. (Over
the course of more than two decades,
Slovo would also become a close personal
confidant of my father, Micheal O'Riordan,
when meeting at international communist
conferences).

Kader Asmal was South Africa's
Minister for Education on the occasion of
our last meeting in May 2006, when he
and Louise hot-footed it from Dublin
Airport to spend the afternoon with the
O'Riordan family on the day of my father's
funeral. There was, however, one Asmal-
O'Riordan secret that my father had taken
to the grave with him, and Kader certainly
did not divulge it to any of us on that day.
Indeed, it was only after Kader's own
funeral—five years later—that their secret
was first published in his memoirs, in that
same Chapter 3 on Ireland:

"The 1980s opened with a spectacular
coup de maiagainst one of South Africa’s
most strategic installations... {which}
did involve an Irish connection, a fact
that till now has not been public know-
ledge... In the late 1970s, | was asked if
it was possible to arrange military train-
ing for some MK combatants. | wanted
very much to undertake this task, but it
was a delicate one because it would of
necessity involve the IRA... | went to
see the general secretary of the Com-

the Highveld. Every newspaper and
television station carried pictures, footage
and stories of the attack... The propa-
ganda value and its effect on the morale
of the liberation movement were in-
estimable... | had again been approached
by the MK High Command, who wanted
us to find two people to conduct a recon-
naissance operation and report back on
the feasibility of attacking Sasol, South
Africa's major oil refinery, vital to the

public domain, he mentioned that in his
memoirs, Kader Asmal ... spoke of the
help the IRA gave its military wing in the
bombing of an oil refinery in 1980. Adams
admitted that Asmal was not a supporter
of the IRA, but didn't mention that he
obtained the IRA help he wanted by
having his friend Michael O'Riordan,
general secretary of the Communist Party
of Ireland, negotiate it with Gerry
Adams."

maintenance of the apartheid state... Once .
again | arranged the task with Gerry Oh dear! When all else fails, why not

Adams of Sinn Féin, through the inter- try @ bit of Red-baiting? But if Edwards
mediation of Michael O'Riordan... They knew anything beyond the superficial
laid the ground for one of the most about the real Mandela, the last thing that
dramatic Operations carried out by MK anybody pretending to write Sympathetic-

personnel. Some Imont{ns after we'd ety of him would attempt would be an
arrangements in place, Louise rang me at e
work to say that | must come home appeal to Red-baiting instincts. As

immediately... | excused myselffroman Mandela proclaimed in his speech from
important academic meeting at Tr|n|ty the dock at the Rivonia Trial in June 1964
College and drove asfastaslcouldinthe  tis perhaps difficult for White South
Dublin traffic... There on the television Africans, with an ingrained prejudice
was the eXtI’aOI‘dInary SpeCtaC|e of Sasol aga|nst Communism' to understand Why

in flames, lighting up the sky for miles  experienced African politicians so readily
around. We cheered and felt we had  accept Communists as their friends...

made amajor contributiontothe struggle.  For many decades Communists were the

It was a huge morale booster, and must
have been the same in South Africa... It
was evident ... that the regime had suf-

only political group in South Africa who
were prepared to treat Africans as human
beings and their equals; who were

fered ademonstrable loss and embarrass-
ment. Yet only Louise and | knew {plus,
of course, O'Riordan and Adams!—
MO'R} that the attack on Sasolburg was
the result of reconnaissance carried out
by members of the IRA" (pp 65-67).

prepared to eat with us; talk with us, live
with us and work with us. They were the
only political group which was prepared
to work with the Africans for the attain-

ment of political rights and a stake in
society."

The Phoenifurther observed: It was the South African Communist

"The Sasol bombing was regarded asParty that had secretly purchased the
MK's most successful operation and drew Rivonia farm as HQ for the MK armed
the admiration of ex-British foreign struggle, with Goldreich posing as the
secretary David Miliband, whenthe BBC respectable white tenant, and Mandela
asked him some years later (2009) if hysing as his black houseboy, ‘David'. In

political violence was ever justified. .
Answering in the positive, Miliband said, LongWalk To FreedoMandelarecalled:

'the most famous ANC military attack
was on Sasol oil refinery in 1980. That
was perceived to be a remarkable blow at

the heart of the South Africa regime'.

"lwas joined for a brieftime by Michael
Harmel, a key figure in the underground
Communist Party... Michael, a brilliant
theorist, was working on policy matters
for the Communist Party and needed a

Mandela fully approved of Asmal's quiet and safe place to work on this full

g.%?é?éaiauﬁoocvysels nrgénM(;?hg?:;t revelations irPolitics In My Blood, and

integrity and whom | trusted to keep Penned an appreciation of Kader as a
secret the information at his disposal. He Foreword to that book. His debt to Adams
in turn contacted Gerry Adams of Sinn was, in turn, repaid by his inclusion in the
Féin, anditwas arranged thattwo military Mandela guard of honour this December
experts would come to Dublin to meet 14th. Apoplexy was in order for teinday
two MK personnel and take them 10 a |, 4enendenon December 15th. A head-
safe place for two weeks of intensive |. "

line screamed"Gulf between Mandela

training... Later... we did arrange a ; o "
successful meeting, the training was and Provos: Sinn Féin is shamelessly using

time. During the day, | kept my distance

from Michael as it would have seemed

exceedingly curious if awhite profession-

al man and an African houseboy were
having regular conversations. But at night,
after the workers left, we had long con-

versations aboutthe relationship between
the Communist Party and the ANC" (p

334).

What Harmel had been working on

conducted, and | believe the expertise thethe late African leader for propaganda during his Rivonia sojourn with Mandela

MK cadres obtained was duly imparted purposes, writes Ruth Dudley Edwards" wasThe Road To South African Freedom,
to others in the ANC camps in Angola. The honest option would have been forthe SACP Programme adopted in 1962.
Then on 1 June 1980, South Africa was Eqwards to denounce both Adams andHarmel was determined that the liberation

shocked by one of the most daring andMandeIa. But. no. She wrote instead:
audacious acts of military insurgency in ' ’

the struggle against apartheid. On that
day the country's major oil refinery plant
in the town of Sasolburg was bombed by
explosives. Black smoke billowed over

“In the Dail and in the media, Adams's

struggle should be under noillusions about
the enemy itwas facing. It was not a colony
narrative was of along and close relation- of Some external European power. The

ship between him and Mandela, and SinnWhite racist apartheid regime represented
Fein and the ANC. Because it's in the another African nation in its own right:



"To seize control over the gold of the ~ Mandela's capacity for making peace
Tranvaal Britishimperialism invaded the wwo decades later was undoubtedly influ-
two Boer Republics, and after a cruel gnceq by his exchange of ideas with

war, in which the Boers defended them- S
selves with great heroism and resource-Harmel' While in prison, the proud Xhosa

fulness, brought them within the British Mandela immersed himself in acquiring

Empire. One of the pretexts for Britain's fluent Afrikaans. In July 1989 the im-

aggression had been the oppression ofprisoned Mandela metwith President P.W.
the African people under the Republics. Botha who, however, refused to release
Yet, following the British victory, the  him because Mandela would not meet the
iCr‘IO(Z:(iJneI?IOS;atuesoalgi \?vibsjugoar?t?nnugé :‘nedState‘s pre-condition of renouncing the
eve?] intensi?ied?.. In the exploitation of arme_d struggle. It was Botha's successor,
the non-Whites, British imperialism and President F.W. de Klerk, who would
Afrikaner nationalism found common unconditionally release him in February

ground. That was the basis for the 1990, while Mandela still remained

"At Wits | met many people who were
to share with me the ups and downs of the
liberation struggle, and without whom |
would have accomplished very little...
In my first term | met Joe Slovo and his
future wife, Ruth First. Then, as now, Joe
had one of the sharpest, most incisive
minds | have ever encountered. He was
an ardent communist, and was known for
his high-spirited parties. Ruth had an
outgoing personality and was a gifted
writer. Both were the children of Jewish
immigrants to South Africa” (p 104).

On the orders of Major Craig William-

son of the South African Secret Police,

establishment of the Union of South committed to the MK armed struggle. But .t First would be assassinated in

Africa in 1910... that initial Botha meeting had been of

"South Africa is not a colony but an

Maputo, Mozambique, on 18th August

independent state. Yet masses of our
people enjoy neither independence nor
freedom. The conceding of independence
to South Africa by Britain in 1910
{meant} ... a new type of colonialism
was developed, in which the oppressing
White nation occupied the same territory
as the oppressed people themselves and
lived side by side with them...

"The Communist Party unreservedly
supports and participates in the struggle
for national liberation headed by the
African National Congress, in alliance
with the SA Indian Congress, the
Coloured People's Congressdl}... In
view of the ravages wrought by the White
colonialists, the Party demands except-
ional measures to uphold the rights,
dignity, culture and self-respect of all
national groups inhabiting our country.
Alllanguages used by the people of South
Africa should enjoy equal rights and
status... The state should encourage in
particular the unity of the African people
and foster the spirit of unity of all South
Africans. At the same time it should
encourage and stimulate the development
of healthy, non-antagonistic national
consciousness and legitimate pride among
all sections of the people... While
standing for a united South African state,
the Party recognises the rights of all
national groups to develop and to deter-
mine their own future" (pp 24-25, 46 and
51).

Harmel also wrote under the Africanist

critical significance, as Mandelarecalled: 1982, when she opened a letter bomb

“From the first, itwas not as thoughwe addressed to her. (In June 2000, William-
were engaged intense political argumentsson received an amnesty for his assassin-

but a lively and interesting tutorial. We
did not discuss substantive issues so muc
as history and South African culture. |
mentioned that | had recently read in an

ations from South Africa’'s Truth and
rI—'&econciliation Commission.)

Joe Slovo had, in fact, been born in

Afrikaans magazine about the 1914 Lithuania in 1926. InSlovo—The Un-
Afrikaner Rebellion, and mentioned how finished Autobiographypublished post-
they had occupied towns in the (Orange) humously in 1995, he wrote:

Free State. | saw our struggle as a parallel
to this famous rebellion, and we discussed
this historical episode for quite a while.
South African history, of course, looks
very different to the black man and the
white man. Their view was that the
rebellion had been a quarrel between
brothers, whereas my struggle had been a
revolutionary one. | said it could also be
seen as a struggle between brothers who
happened to be different colours. The
meeting was not even half an hour long,
and was friendly and breezy until the end.
It was then that | raised a serious issue. |
asked Mr Bothato release unconditionally
all political prisoners, including myself.
That was the only tense moment in the
meeting, and Mr Botha said that he was
afraid that he could not do that... While
the meeting was not a breakthrough in
terms of negotiations, itwas one in another
sense. Mr Botha had long talked about
the need to cross the Rubicon, but he
never did it himself until that morning.
Now, | felt, there was no turning back" (p
659).

Since Mandelafurther steadfastly refus-

"In the ghetto community in which we
lived Yiddish was the mother (and for me
the only) tongue. By the time | left at the
age of ten | had learned to count only in
Lithuanian and to sing the words of the
national anthem, which ended with a
claim for the return of Vilnius, the capital
city, then under Polish rule... My father,
Woulfus Slovo, took the first journey (to
Argentina) in 1928 when | was only two
years old. He left Lithuania to find a
place for us somewhere beyond the village
ghetto in which we were trapped... He
joined the millions of unemployed during
the recession of 1929 onwards. Dis-
illusioned with Argentina, he decided to
try South Africa. There he hawked fruit
in the streets, and when he had saved
enough money for our fare, we joined
him in 1936. He was a man | first
remember seeing when | was ten" (pp 3,
13 and 14).

A 1986 SACP profile had further stated:

"He has only the most fragmentary
memories of his birthplace; his entire

nom de plumef "A. Lerumo', and this
was the designated authorship of his 197

Notwithstanding his Connolly Socialist
father, it was to Afrikaners, and not Ire-

land's 1916 rebels, that Harmel gave credi

for staging the first nationalist rebellion
against Britain's 1914-18 Imperialist War:

South Africa) decided in September 1914
to join Britain and invade German South
West Africa (not without opposition from

1ed to agree to the Botha-de Klerk demand

history, Fifty Fighting Years: The South that he sever his alliance with the South
African Communist Party 1921-1971 African Communist Party, he would have
had the utmost contempt for the crude anti

-Communist salvo fired by Ruth Dudley
[Edwards, in hefgulf war" with Gerry
Adams, supposedly in the interests of pro-
tecting Mandela'sgood name'from too
much'contamination'through associating
“The Botha-Smuts government (of \ith the Sinn Féin leader! But if we have
here a pathetic Ruth, there had also been a
heroic person of that name. Communists
Afrikaner nationalists, some of whom had been central to Mandela's struggle, in

consciousness has been fashioned in
South Africa... He is not a 'naturalised’
South African, since 'naturalisation’,
applied for when he became an adult, was
rejected on political grounds by the South
African government. He is in every
respecta South African—a'natural' South
African, devoted to its people and their
future, steeped in its culture and its
politics" ("A Man Of Our Time—Joe
Slovo Elected Chairman of the SACP",
The African CommunisfThird Quarter
1986).

Like Harmel and Mandela, Slovo

even staged an ill-fated and brutally both war and peace. He recalled his firstloathed the foisting by English liberals of

suppressed rebellion)." (p 35).

meeting with Slovo as a university student: their own racist sins on an all too con-
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venient Afrikaner scapegoat:

a decisive change had now to be consider-

"Bashing the Afrikaner is a popular ed. Mandela related:

pastime among certain English liberals
and it gets my goat... It stems from a
combination of English jingoism and an
attempt to evade collective white guilt
for our racist inheritance by oiling it all
onto the Afrikaners... Mealy-mouthed
shedding of responsibility and blaming it
all on the Boers is, at best, ahistorical
and, atworst, a form of racism. If any one
group is to blame for the modern found-
ation of apartheid it is the non-Afrikaner
upper strata which dominated the seat of
power for more than 75 years before
1948. | am not arguing for one randlord,
one bullet, but we must get our history
straight." (Autobiography, p 194).

Yet an armed struggle against the
apartheid state had nonetheless been
necessary:

"In 1961 history left us with no option
but to engage in armed action as a
necessary part of the political struggle. It
was a moment in which (to use Lenin's
words) untimely inaction would have
been worse than untimely action. We
could not refuse to fight. We had to learn
how to do so. And, in many respects, we
had to learn on the ground, in the hard
school of revolutionary practice" (p 192).

These were exactly the sentiments of
Mandela himself, as revealed in his own
autobiography:

"l, who had never been a soldier, who
had never foughtin battle, who had never
fired a gun at an enemy, had been given
the task (in 1961) of starting an army. It
would be a daunting task for a veteran
general, much less a military novice. The
name of this new organisation was
Umkhonto wa Sizwe (The Spear of the
Nation)—or MK for short... Although
the Executive of the ANC did not allow
white members, MK was not thus con-
strained. | immediately recruited Joe
Slovo and along with Walter Sisulu we
formed the High Command with myself
as chairman. {In 1985 Slovo would
become the very first white member to be
elected to the ANC Executive itself—
MO'R.} Through Joe, | enlisted the efforts
of white Communist Party members who
had resolved on a course of violence and
had already executed acts of sabotage” (p
325).

But if Slovo had been so vital in the
commencement and waging of Mandela's
armed struggle, he was also central to its
conclusion. Contrary to what theish
Timeselieved Mandela should have said
to the IRA in June 1990, Mandela had
been unconditionally released that Feb-
ruary. South African talks were proceeding
without any pre-condition of a MK
ceasefire, and political violence was still
raging while Mandela was in Dublin. But

"Violence in the country was worsen-
ing; the death toll in 1990 was already
over fifteen hundred, more than all the
political deaths of the previous year... In
the middle of July, shortly before a
scheduled meeting of the National
Executive Committee, Joe Slovo came to
me privately with a proposition. He
suggested we voluntarily suspend the

on 18 November. The NEC agreed to
support power-sharing, provided the
minority parties did not have a veto. In

December we began a new round of
secret bilateral talks with the government
... After five years, the government of

national unity would become a simple
majority-rule government. In February

(1993) the ANC and the government
announced an agreement in principle...
Elections would be held as early as the
end of 1993" (p 727).

armed struggle in order to create the right

climate to move the negotiation process .
forward. Mr de Klerk, he said. needed to Nothing could have better demonstrated

show his supporters that his policy had the abysmally pathetic ignorance of Ruth
brought benefits to the country. My first Dudley Edwards than her attempt to
reaction was negative; | did not think the establish a gulf between Mandela and
time was ripe. But the more | thought Adams through Red-baiting the latter for
aboutit, the_ mqrelreallse_dthatwe hadtohaving had the 'Red'’ O'Riordan as an
take the initiative and this was the best intermediary. My father would have been

way to do it. | also recognised that Joe, . . . .
whose credentials as aradical were abovethe first to admit that his role in the South

dispute, was precisely the right person to Afrlcan struggle was minuscule pompared
make the proposal. He could not be With roles played by South Africa's own
accused of being a dupe of the governmenputstanding Communist leaders, Harmel
or of having gone soft. The followingday and Slovo, shoulder-to-shoulder with
I told Joe that if he brought up the idea in pandela in that struggle.

the NEC, | would support him... There 5 404 score, Edwards now proved to

were some who firmly objected, claiming be an embarrassment to ®ada for
that we were giving de Klerk's supporters € an embarrassment to iBgdq for a

a reward, but not our own people. But | Week later that paper's line was now
defended Joe's proposal, saying thearguing that, not a gulf, but a wee puddle,
purpose of the armed struggle was alwaysat most, separated Mandela from Adams.
to bring the governmentto the negotiating The Sindo resident 'thinker', John-Paul
table, and now we had done so. | arguedyjcCarthy, obviously considers Edwards
that the suspension could always beqpe intellectually flabby for, in trgunday

withdrawn, but it was necessary to show
our good faith. After several hours, our

Independenton December 22nd, he

view prevailed... On 6 August 1990 the attacked hetgulf” perspective through
ANC and the government signed what denouncing another media performer,
became known as the Pretoria Minute in proceeding to Red-bait Mandela himself:

which we agreed to suspend the armed
struggle. As | was to say over and over to
our followers, although we had suspended
armed action, we had not terminated the
armed struggle"” (pp 701-2; Just like Gerry
Adams put it on 13 August 1995, three
years prior to securing the Good Friday
Agreement:"They haven't gone away,
you know".2

But the South African Communist

leader would go even further, as Mandela
related:

"Just as Joe Slovo had taken the
initiative concerning the suspension of
the armed struggle, he again took the lead
in making another controversial proposal:
agovernment of national unity. In October
1992 Joe published a paper in which he
wrote that negotiations with the
government were not armistice talks in
which we could dictate terms to a defeated
enemy... Joe proposed a 'sunset' clause'
providing for a government of national

"Take David Dimbleby's hour-long
BBC documentary tribute to Mandela
that aired shortly after his death...
Dimbleby ignored the influence of the
Communist Party of South Africa in the
formation of ANC policy for decades...
One other aspect of Mandela's death also
jarred here at home. No one really
reminded people here that Mandela and
the ANC generally became a serious pain
in the neck for successive Irish govern-
ments after 1995 when the decommission-
ing issue arose... THeelfast Telegraph
ran afascinating article recalling adinner
when Mandela was pressed by the late
Sunday Independerdditor Aengus
Fanning for being too evasive on the
matter of weaponry. And Mandela
basically admitted to Fanning and
company that he did not believe people
should give up their guns until they got
what they wanted."

But John-Paul's McCarthyism would

unity that would include power-sharing have cut no ice with Mandela. As State

with the National Party for a fixed period
of time, an amnesty for security officers
and the honouring of contracts of civil

President, he gave Joe Slovo a State
Funeral on 15th January 1995, with thous-

servants. 'Power-sharing' was considered®nds lining the streets of Soweto. And, on
a debased term within the ANC ... (but) 18th September 1995, in his Foreword to

after much discussion, | supported Joe'sSlovo's autobiography, Mandela summed
proposal and it was endorsed by the NEChim up:



debt owed by the South African liberatig

"It has become a cliché to refer t
departed friend as having lived a full lif
Yet one cannot think of any other way
describe the life of Joe Slovo. From h

early days he committed himself to one

major goal—the removal of the raci
regime and power for the people... On
April 1994, with only eight months o

Joe's life left, that object was achieved]..

To Joe and Ruth First, itwas a target to
realised at all costs. That commitme
sent them to detention, exile and final
claimed Ruth's life. But Joe, the co
mando, soldiered on until the missi
was fulfilled. Joe did not only interpr
the world; he helped changeiit. The So
Africa to which the ten-year old Yoss
Slovoimmigrated in 1936 was complete]
different from the one he lefton 6 Janu
1995... His dedication to the ideal
liberation saw him rise in the ranks of t
ANC to become a member of its NE
and Chief of Staff of the People's Arm

Umkhonto we Sizwe, while he served as
General Secretary and later Nationa

Chairman of the South African Commu
ist Party. This concentration of seni
positions in one individual sometim
puzzled our friends and always infuriat

understand was that Comrade Joe
not an armchair politician but a revol

tionary who practiced what he believgd
in... As afounder of Umkhonto we Sizwg,

Joe contributed to the building of t
People's Army and, as its Chief
Operations, he was instrumental in opq
ing infiltration routes for MK combatantd
As its Chief of Staff he made a sterlin
contribution to establishing MK firmlyj]
inside South Africa.... Despite the pa
and agony of terminal and debilitatin
bone marrow cancer, Joe seemedtod
greater strength and evince even m
energy and enthusiasm when he becd
Minister of Housing in May 1994...
However, as the year drew to a close

became clear that his robust will could i
longer resist the rampant assault of the

disease... | again visited Joe on 5 Janu
1995. His condition had worsened. H
could hardly speak and was evidently

severe pain... Before | left, | kissed hiin

on the forehead; and he bravely forc
out the word, 'Cheers!' | could see hisd
had come... and that was the last tim
saw him alive. At 3 o'clock that morning
he departed.”

Nelson Mandela could never forget
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"' Roy Foster in Cork

be UCC lIrish Studies'launched its new time.
ht MA in Irish Studies: Identities and His theme is that there were a whole
y Representationsn 5th December with a lot of revolutionaries in Ireland before
- talk by Roy Foster, Carroll Professor of the revolution: secularists, socialists,
N Irish History, University of Oxford. Itwas feminists, pacifists, vegetarians, anti-
called"Never so simple and clear again': vivisectionistsand many middle class
The Memory of the Irish Revolution”. people, particularly women, who wanted
y "self transformation; and these were
ry Like somuch of hiswork everythinghe "well beyond the 1848 typesf revolu-
f says or writes begs questions. If thetionaries. Apparently these were not
e memory of the Irish Revolution is not so satisfied by the results of the revolution.
simple or clear now, thenitis hisjobasa These demands are his criteria for
' Professor of Irish history to clarify whatit judging the revolution and it is inevitable
actually was in the first place. Wars and that it was disillusioning for the people
_ revolutions involve millions of people, as concerned, because none of these caused
r did the Irish one. People in those numbersthe revolution and therefore it was not
s do not fight and risk their lives for things their revolution and was not for their
d that are not simple and clear to them.causes. The revolution was not against
Otherwise we are dealing with mass any of the things they objected to. Nearly
Sstupidity—on a regular basis. all of them happily piggybacked on the
Foster relies on a mixture of fiction revolution as it happened. But it is absurd
(the title of his talk comes from a Mc to judge a revolution by the criteria of
Gahern novel), diaries, letters, and com-those who did not cause it.
f ments by various people, to create a picture
n-that the'lrish Revolution'was all a waste
of time as it did not lead to what was
9 wanted.
,  But what did the millions who parti-
. cipated want? That surely deserved
awcomment at least.
re
me A revolution is a change of political
_allegiance by a people. That is what the
trish wanted and it's what they achieved.

ho And the existence of an Irish Republic

th
I

a

The revolution was caused by a com-
bination of Britain's denial of political
independence, after the electorate over-
awhelmingly voted for it,immediately after
encouraging a quarter of million Irish to
fight—and up to 50,000 to die—fdéthe
freedom of small nationsand by the
people's refusal to tolerate such behaviour
by the Government of the day. That is the
'simple and clear' fact about the Irish
revolution. It is not rocket science to
understand it.

Fosterefers to some participants
whose ideals were not realised. And he
spoke at length about what the revolution
did notachieve and the resulting disillusion
and despair expressed by some people. It
was one long dreary view of the whole
period with the usual sniping, sneers, snide
remarks and cheap jokes that is the Foster
trademark. Not a positive word was said
about what was achieved and why it

m}oday stands as a monumentto‘thample

e and clear'fact, despite whatever memory
in (or amnesia) may exist about its creation.
Revolutions do not satisfy a lot of
ed people, ever and always. By their very
PY nature they cannot do so.

i Foster's lecture coincided with the death
of Mandela. There are quite a lot of people
very dissatisfied with the result of that
a revolution but it cannot be denied that the
n aim ofthe revolution has been achieved—

atthere is majority rule in South Africa. And

struggle, be that debt great or small. That' '
is why in 2011 he approved of Kadg¢r it won't go away no matter what.

Asmal's revelations about the role playpd _ . If this is the template for UCC's new
by Gerry Adams, and why Adams wasfn  Foster claims that we know very little course in Irish studies, pity the poor

the guard of honour at his funeral. In bojth @bout the Irish revolution—when did it students who have to put up with such an
life and death, that particular debt had begin?','how farwas itarevolution’,'how unwaveringly negative, squinted view of
been fully repaid. does it compare with others?' etc. This islrish history with a determined effort not
an amazing admission for a Professor ofto appreciate the full context and the
Irish History, as it is one of the best substance of an event such as the War of
documented events in history, with more Independence.
information being made available all the

actually happened.

Manus O'Riordan

See also, Mandela The Revered,

on page 25 Jack Lane
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and public expenditure on social welfare employment and income as well as red-
goes down. The unemployment rate is atuced indebtedness.

Sh 12.5% which is the lowest rate in three
OrtS and a half years. And yet retail sales NAMA
remain anaemic: adrop of 0.9%involume For some time now there has been a
from termsinthe yearto October (and remembemvhispering campaign through the media

the Long Fellow 2012 was c_onsidered_ a (_jisastrous year).against NAMA_. The campaign h_aS been
So what is happening in the economy?ramped up with recent allegations by
This column has pointed out before that Senators Daragh O’Brien (Fianna Fail)
the increased income is being used toand Lorraine Higgins (Labour) concerning
repay debt. For example, in the last 2under-valuation of loans and information
years, credit card debt has reduced fromleaked to the media to the disadvantage of
2.6 billion euro to about 2.15 billion. In some developers.
September 2008 the overall level of The NAMA chairman Frank Daly and
household loans was 203.2 billion euro; it Chief Executive Brendan McDonagh
is now about 170.3 billion. A similar decided to tackle this head on by the un-
patternis evidentin areductionin corporateusual step of demanding a hearing at the
debt. We may be on the verge of a signifi- Oireachtas Public Accounts Committee.
cant increase in consumption and invest- Daly and McDonagh conducted arobust
ment as individuals and companies returndefence of their stewardship. McDonagh
to sustainable levels of indebtedness.  claimed the attacks on NAMA by deve-
One of the clouds on the horizon hasloper interests were dcarefully
been the uncertain financial position of orchestrated operation... to damage
the banks. The recent Central Bank reviewNAMA...designed to undermine its
f Irish banks suggested that there was nacredibility with taxpayers of this country”
mmediate need for recapitalisation. Itwas highly noticeable thatits accusers
However, in the case of Bank of Ireland, —O’Brien and Higgins—did not turn up
it found that it may have under-provisioned at the PAC hearing. Shane Ross TD, a
for bad debts by 846 million euro. Butitis leading journalistinthBunday Independ
possible that the progress that individualsent accused NAMA rather limply of not
and companies have made in reducingacting in the interests of the taxpayer.
debt might mitigate the exposure of the Frank Daly replied that he completely
banks to bad debts. rejected that allegation. The normally
voluble Ross was then struck dumb.
THIRD QUARTER RESULTS It is very encouraging that there is at
One of the problems with economic least one State institution that is prepared
L ] " predictions is that not only is the future to defend itself and doesn’t run for cover
of Scotland, have IosF billions In the Irish uncertain, but we are not quite sure aboutwhen attacked.
economy gnd are either pqlhng OUF " what happened in the recent past, never
have drastically reduced their Operations,ing the present. Nevertheless the third The Sunday Independegnof course,
here. . N . quarter figures on national income from devoted its front page story to NAMA
Ong of the most _mtergstmg |nterv_|ews the Central Statistics Office were (22.12.13). The story was headlined
was with the American mvzsstor, Wilbur encouraging. GDP was up 1.5% and GNP“Answer the questions NAMA—or face
Ross, who owns about 10% of Bank Olcup 1.6% on the previous quarter. Personainquiry” and was accompanied by a picture
Irelan_d. He sau_j that he looked at theexpenditure was up a very modest 0.5%.0f a smiling Senator Higgins.
negative analysis of Ireland_ Z.if?W Y€arSyost of this was accounted for by car But Daly and McDonagh have ans-
ago and fpupd fvery superficial. Thg sales which received a boost from the newwered the questions that have been put to
value of his investment has doubled SINC&.1 3o registrations. But mostencouraging them. And they have not received any
then. . was the dramatic increase in capital complaint from the developer Paddy
Following the. brogdcast of the investment. This was up 10.9 % on the McKillen, who seems to be the source of
programme, RTE mteywewedl two of the previous quarter. the story. Apparently, his allegations are
prophets Of. QOom Fintan OToole and The ESRI thinks that GDP growth could being investigated by the Gardai.
David McWilliams. Needless to say the be 0.3% in 2013 and 2.7% in 2014. The
programme did not give either of them corresponding GNP figures are more In all the acres of newsprint on the
pause for thought. O’'Toole was incoher- encouraging: 2% in 2013 and almost 304 inside pages of the newspaper nothing of
ent. He thought that the new investors, ,q,, (The difference in GDP and GNP Substance has emerged thatwould warrant
would push up rents. It is in fact the otheriS partly explained by the “patent cliff’. A @N inquiry. Butthe Long Fellow was highly
way around: rising rents resulting from o\ w1 o0t of drugs produced byamused at the following sentiment from
?ncreased e(_:onomic activity is stimulating the multinationals are now off patent. ON€ of th&Sunday Independertlumnists,
Investment in property. This reduces the stream of income from Ronald Quinlan. Apparently there was

this source, but since it accrues to foreignOW an opportunity—

PENT UP DEMAND? * Gyyners it does not affect the GNP figure).  "...to open NAMA up to the kind of
Employment has increased by about o . forensic scrutiny it requires to protect the
60,000 in 2013, which of course has a Overall, it is possible that we are rights of its developer clients and the

double benefit: national income goes upentering a virtuous circle of increasing interests of the taxpayer."

BuvING |RELAND

RTE's Who'sBuying Irelandprog-
ramme (9.12.13) at first sight gave the
impression that the country was being
bought up by foreigners at knockdown
prices. There is some truth in this, but it is
not the whole truth.

A representative dhllsopauctioneers
claimed that 85% of purchasers were Irish,
Most of these were small investors, but
there was some Irish among the big
investors too. The Comer brothers from
Glenamaddy in Co Galway, who were
former plasters and made their money in
Germany and Britain, had invested 200
million euros in the past three years in
Ireland. But the real big players appeare
to be American.

The Californian property company
Kennedy Wilsgnwhose chief executive
Bill McMorrow proclaimed pride in his
Irish roots, has invested 2 billion in Irish
property. The=ranklin Templetorgroup
holds 10 billion euro in Irish Bonds as
well as hundreds of millions in Irish shares.

This is one side of the story. The other
side is that foreign banks, such as Danske
Bank, Royal Bank of Scotland, and Bank



So thé'developer clients”are putona of labour, were antagonistic to glo
par with the‘taxpayer”! You have to be
joking!

ToM GILMARTIN prepared to abandon apartheid in excha

Anyone who attacks the State is lionised for the preservation of the economjc

by the media. It was not surprising that System. Also, the collapse of the Sov
Tom Gilmartin was eulogised following Union in the late 1980s weakened t
his recent demise and yet he was the onlyjmpetus for an economic transformatic
witness in any Irish Tribunal who sought in the post apartheid era.
and obtained criminal immunity. He gave ~ Nelson Mandela saw that economi
Padraig Flynn a IRE50,000 bribe in May alone could not dissolve the aparthe
or June of 1989, but claimed that the System. The most substantial politic

bal capitalist interests. The largely
Anglo element in South Africa wap

Review:

THE DUBLIN/MONAGHAN BOMBINGS

L 1974. A MILITARY ANALYSIS

.|ng John Morgan, Lt. Col. (Retd)
Published by the Belfast Historical &

Educational Society. €20, £17.50

et

[“That Pro-Treaty Crowd

They didn't go away you know—that
CS Pro-Treaty crowd. Back then some saw
idthe post-Independence era as an argument
al of how to bring a new nation into being

money was for Fianna Fail even though element of the white population was the and then how to run that new nation, with

the payee part of the Cheque was left forAfrikaaner tribe. In prison he took th
Flynn to fill in. This event occurred after trouble to learn Afrikaans with a view t
Gilmartin had denounced (he claimed) understanding his oppressors.
Fianna Fail in February 1989 for making ~ The largely peaceful transition t
the “mafia look like monks”after party =~ majority rule was an extraordinar
leaders (he C|aimed) had attempted toachievement. That and the fact that So
extract 5 million from him. Some hero! Africa, with all its flaws is a functioning

state, is the legacy of Nelson Mandela

NEWsPAPERS ON-L INE South Africa and the world.

According toComscore Dataminghe
leading on-line newspaper in Ireland is BRITISH INTELLIGENCE
Independent.ieln September 2013 it An extraordinarily frank article in the
received 998,000 unique visitors, which Daily Telegraph(18.12.13) by Pete
is up 5% on September 2012. The mostOborne describes the collapse of Briti
surprising result is that thdail on-lineis
the second most popular at 647,000e
Irish Timescomes in third at 587,000,
which is a fall of 18%.

countries accept that the survival of Ass
“may now be a better outcome than any
the alternatives?”

As has been pointed out in this column 4 hejligence failure. From the start
Thelrish Timesprinted edition has been 4 rebellion, the Intelligence service

losing market share in adeclining market, hadn’t“the faintest idea what was goin
bgt the Lon_g Fellow hadn't r_eallse(_j _that on”. They failed to understand:
this was mirrored in its on-line edition.
The Irish Timesvas in the forefront of on-
line newspapers in Ireland and even
boasted that it acquired the “Ireland.com”
domain name—uwhich it later sold back to
the State. But it seems that, despite the
millions it has invested, it has lost its way.
Its 2012 accounts make for grim
reading. It made a loss on ordinary
activities of 325k euro. A benign inter-
pretation would be that the loss was less
than the previous year (1,114k). Also, Where did it all go wrong? Oborn
some of the expenses incurred in 2013dates the decline from ten years ago wh
may not be repeated. However, for someNew Labour degraded the tradition
years now the company has been in aanguage and policy-making functions a
downward spiral of cutbacks and declining “put priority on management-speak
market share. If it survives at all, it will gender equality and ethnic diversity]
have a much more modest influence onPerhaps he is right. But the Long Fellg
Irish society. suspects that a more significant eve
occurred just over ten years ago in {
NELSON M ANDELA lead-up to the Iraq War in March 200
There can have been few political New Labour decided that there we
struggles of the twentieth century that weapons of mass destruction in th
have had a greater international dimensioncountry and mobilised the Intelligeng
than the anti-apartheid struggle. services to validate that fiction. The ro
The ANC fought bravely, but their of the Intelligence services had be
military campaign was not enough to transformed from providing objectiv
overthrow the apartheid regime. The Pasgnformation to underpinning the politicg

a) The stability of the Assad regime
the strength of the army; the level

support among the population; th
ruthlessness of the leader.

b) The nature of the opposition that
c) The nature of Al Qaedathat it had

not been destroyed and on the contr
had penetrated the opposition.

it was not liberal, secularist or pluralisf.

E dire results for the losers of the argument.
D This scenario has been repeated since
in Africa, for example. Kenya, which—
D despite the ravages of the beast of British
Y Imperialism—remains pro-British with
iththe British Army able to train there.
Zimbabwe, on the other hand, came to
tolive the dream of the Irish anti-Treatyites
and is now the most dignified of the new
African nations. Cathal Brugha and Liam
Mellows now live there in spirit.

Today's modern Pro-Treatyites are as
Eh every bit as treacherous, cold-blooded,

and American policy in Syria. Both and uncaring about its people as back

adthen. Col. Morgan has shown this in his
ofbook. Here is a patriot, a soldier, who is
not afraid to mention the history of his

Oborne believes thatthe fiascois larggly own country. He shows us an Ireland in

bf which the Proclamation of 1916 has almost
S become subversive, where raids by Special
J Branch on the homes of republicans and
the finding of tricolours is viewed with
suspicion. He is himself continually haras-
bt sed by Special Branch, has his phone
e tapped, and at times, with justification,
fears for his life. There is one frightening
episode when in visiting Belfast he is met
by a supposed taxi-driver who is in fact a
member of a Protestant Para-Military
group. But his soldierly instinct kicks in.

YThis incident seems to be have been the

result of a collaboration between dis-
affected elements of Garda Siochana, the
"e r]RUC and a Protestant Para-Military.

D

al  He tells us how a British SAS unit
nd (maybe unknown to the Irish Government)
, operated out of Dublin. There is no doubt
that British Army expertise made the
W bombs. Protestant Para-Military units were
ntincapable of this for, as he shows us, PIRA
hewas fighting a war against the British
B. State and all its element including MI5
fe and MI6 whereas the Protestant Para-
at Militaries were mostly the playthings of
e the British State, operating in its shadow
e and not in the same desperate situation of
eN having to survive as PIRA were. No need
e then to advance technologically.
So an UVF/UDA collaboration be-

— <

Laws, which restricted the free movement whims of the Prime Minister.

comes the delivery boys for the British
19
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Military dirty-tricks-department. The

Protestants, though willingly involved wil

get the blame, and in the long run will be archical ways.
discarded by the British military elite.
Maybe PIRA willeven getblamed because

of the sophistication of the bombs and t

military tactical placing of the car-bombs.
But you can be sure the Irish Government;j e for Ireland and not revise time.
will run for cover and write off the victims

and the destroyed buildings so as not to

damage relationships between friendly

republic—a rubber-stamp, much like the graves of the '74 victims. If you haven't
| Irish Presidents, who echo British mon- read this book yet do it now. What it says
will stagger you.

And how will this new Ireland cope This excellent book begins and ends
with the sharpness and experience of thewith an introduction and an afterword by
over-lordship of the English mind? Not at Angela Clifford which adds greatly to our
all, they will be eaten alive for itis develop knowledge of the political face of Ireland
North and South.

Wilson John Haire
25 December 2013

he

Basically this crowd has danced on the
old graves and are now dancing on the

nations.

| liked the quotations of the sadl
neglected poet and Rising Leader P
Pearse, many of which are appropriate

today's conditions in the Irish Republid.

So what does this new modern croy

y Colonel Morgan went to an event at Wynne's, which featured Minister Jimmy
H_Deenihan, Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht—who made some
forStrange remarks. His speech sparked the following train of thought.

,/Amigos

of Pro-Treatyites want? | suppose greater

| used to play the Triangle in a brass Sometimes we'd take a dekko at the

access to British plum jobs and mondr- band. This explains my partial deafness.Yanks. In and out of The Shelbourne.
chicaltitles, along with British adventurgs You've gotto have patience. Allthatwaiting. Real big-shots Admiring themselves.
abroad. | remember once standing in {he | can remember O'Connell Street. All Ignoring us. They'd come from Willow
bar of the Abbey Theatre after seeing nduiet. Like Ballybunionwhenitwas closed Springs, Idaho. Or Butte, Montana. We'd
Irish play about Ireland and overhearin gdown for the Winter. The tumble-weed be striking bets on the ones with the Paddy

conversation in which the play was bei
discussed. One of the group is of t
opinion that this play is good enough f
the West-End. I thought of Dublin's Wes

End for a moment. But there isn't ofe
where mainstream theatres operate. Hp ig

talking about London.
Will this attitude influence the Norther

Protestant? No, these are probally

laughing at them. What will the rece

pictures shown on the Internet by the

National Library of Ireland of Britain's
efforts in WW1, specifying the role of th
Royal Army Medical Corp in Italy do fo
the North? Nothing.

Does this new crowd see the Repub

g scurrying. Loose boards clattering like a Potatoheads. Springfield, Mass.; or
he demented drummer, sniffing onthe gangee Brooklyn, N.Y., N.Y.

hr  O'Connell Street was full of cyclists ~ Then we'd make for Wynne's Hotel. A
t_ then. A tram or two, Swaying clickety- change of location. Everywhere were
clackety. Rickety-rackety. Up and down clerics. Stiff, white collars. They looked
_Europe’s widest thoroughfare. Outside|ike magpies. The wider the collar, the
- the GPO, fellas would be calling across pigher the eminence. A Bishop was spotted

the street: .
o . . once, but never confirmed. They were all
¥ Crowda Culchies. Cute Kerry hoors”. in a rush. In and out of taxis,)j/ig—time.

"Red-necks." 12
\t  "Boggers.” Down-town Manhattan wasn't in it.
"Puck-goats!" Broadway, how are you? Dollars in their

wallets. Stars in their eyes.

Outside The Metropole, more fellas  Wynne's was famous for its grub. No
were waiting for girls who wouldn't turn crubeens All cabbage and bacon. It's
up (Noses only). We'd stand outside Thesaid to be the same still. Though the
Gresham, looking at the Yanks. Fat andWhite-collars are not as stiffly-starched
licwobbly. Wallets stuffed. Loaded. We'd Now, more open. WelcomingEgalite,

D

of Ireland, in becoming a British Commao
wealth, expect to watch Britain, to th
horror, remove the border? Will th
Northern Protestant once again be use

control the Northern Catholic population,

but on behalf of a Dublin Government t
time?

Does this crowd think Britain will tak
to them when they say they had nothin
dowith the various Irish rebellions agai
their rule and that they now wish

elements, all traces of it to be re-writt¢n
according to British dictates? But histofy

is your roots and without the roots the tr
falls. England displays her morbid histo

with pride. The result is Britain nevdr

forgives. It is a vindictive nation. Ye

send over the British Queen to Belfast|to
shake hands with republicans and then,

visit Dublin and shake hands again.
those living in the real Britain only s
their Queen as a dear old lady living
what is to all intents and purposes

- pass up and down. They'd be sitting onfraternite, liberte.
ir cushioned chairs, surveying the denizens.
They mightas well have thrownus peanuts. It was a bit likeBrideshead Revisited
tdhey'd be dressed in colourful open- Dinner in Wynne's. Well, more like
necked shirts. Wearing Bermuda Shorts.Brideshead Debated. Theream|. Starving
s Sandals. Bare-legged, like when we'd rollmyself all day. Ready to go. Knife and
up our trousers, paddling in Ballybee. Or fork at the ready. | can hear stomach-
when we'd go on a donkey-ride. Up andfumbles.We were to be addressed by a
down the beach, atanner ago. Later, we'd>0vernment Minister before being fed.
{ get a right scalding from our mothers. ~ He began,’H'm, h'm". The lighting was
"Look at thatbostoom That trousers dim. Ithink he was wearing an azure shirt.
has to do him when he goes back to schooRousing words began to emanate from
to the Brothers." him. He was warming up. His face had

to

o "Ruinated!" _ become more animated. His hands
"Cost a fortune in The Munster gesticulating. He spoke in the accents of
y Warehouse."

a Cute Kerry Hoor.
Horatio Nelson was still on the Pillar. ~ We were sitting there. Attentive.
. Still on his perch. Keeping one eye out for Numbed. He wenton and on. Ithoughthe
the Spanish Armada. A party was painting might be J.B.K.* He was talking of the
¥ ‘arrows' on paths, so that the cute Kerrylrish freedom struggle. |was sticking out
hoors would find their way to Croke. In my chest. 1 drew in my stomach. Thenthe

September! rumbles returned. They could be heard
N "Ballyferriter to Ballybough. 209
amiles.” * John B. Keane. Ed.



nearby. He was a bit too far away, | think. hoarse. | was out of lozenges. He cleared "Your organisation is very ... much .
I hope. I'd overdone things. I'd fasted too his throat. The mike went into spasm. A. . appreciated/trusted/honoured by/an
long. | held my breath. few sparks flew. | got a bit of a shock. | exampleto, ... your present/former/elect
A big, bony, awkward fellow sat nearly knocked over the big, bony fellow. Chairman/Secretary/Treasurer/President.
closeby. He was sprawled all over the He had elbows like a corner-back. I'm .. and the Minister for ... "
place. He had glasses like Eric More- accident-prone. I'd have to exercise care. "The present Taoiseach joins with
cambe. He'd pushed me aside. IgnoredJsually | hang on to the stair-case rails. whomsoever is Tanaiste at . . . intime . .
me. (I'm used to that.) He could be aThe bony fellow was looking funny. | . hopefully . . . at the moment . . .
Shelbourne Yank. The Minister was in think he was looking at me. depending upon ... ."
full flow. You could hear a pin drop. In "Remembering always/sometimes/of
fact, I think | heard one. | was hopingthe An t-Aire was getting worse. | was course/naturally/periodically ... inthese
big fellow wouldn't drop a clanger. Upon thinking Rod Stewart'Sailing." But—  straitened/acclaimed/recovery times . . .
me. lwas having a bad time. Again. Theythe wrong nose. And Rod's hair. A stand-the people are always/often/sometimes
had no Bisodol in the bar. out. Or, astand-up. By the way, | once satsovereign"/"Hail Glorious Saint Patrick/
Then the Minister went yackity-doo- in Rod's seat in Celtic Park, before they Andy/Georgie/Billy/Dave/Uncle Sam."
doo. A lot of poppy-cock. My botanical moved me on—to The Jungle! Where I'm
studies have beenrestricted of late. Poppymost at home. | went to the bar and sank a quick one.
cock! Maybe he was referring to Papaver An t-Airewas sent out to do ajob. The With a mate, we rushed out to the Luas
Cambrendsis. The Welsh Poppy-cock. Taoiseach and his Ministers are of onestop. The last Luas. We made it. |
John Redmond was reddening. | hadvoice. His Master's Voice. It's all about thanked C.J.H., again.
found myself lost. Flanders' Fields. |felt job-lots. They all had to do the same. Andwe were off. Middle Abbey Street,
for mylapel. Fiddling. Nothingthere. No Scripted. Everyone is equal. No matter The Four Courts, Margadh na Feirme, An
Papaver. |looked about. Not a poppy towho you fought for. No matter what you Muesaem, Heuston, Fatima (a bit of a
be seen. fought for; who you fought against or miracle), Rialto, Suir Road, Bluebell, and
Maybe I'd strayed. Maybe | should what you fought against. Got it? All the out to the Red Cow, the middle of the
have been at the Royal British Legion. I'd same. Everyone is up for everything. world. Then, on our merry — hic/— way
mixed up my hotels. Maybe | should have Everything is up for everyone. (No, | to Tallafornia. The Luas is a whiz. Me
gone to the Gresham. Hardly the shouldn't have said that.) But all the and myamiga Tamhlachtmaolruan here
Shelbourne. But, I'd wound upin Wynne's. Ministers have the same message. Weave come.An stopa deireannach san line
The Minister couldn'tstop. Very articulate. may have fought the Brits for a little dearg. Go n-éirigh libh, go léir
The gift of the gab. He might as well have while. But, most of the while, we fought
been in a pub in Finuge. After closing- for them. Well, what they're now saying  The Minister. Where was he? Had he
time. It was all'parity”. | think he said isthat most of us did. Or would, or could, arrived? Wherever? More parity. I'd
Nietszche. Or maybe he just sneezed. br should. Well some. Maybe. If. Enough. I had an upset stomach. I'd taken
was afraid he might go on about Camus. Anyway, things have changed. Now too much Parity. Too much parity is
Or Sartre. | worry a lot. we'reamigos Pa - - pa - - parity. Pop - superfluous. An equaliser means game
- - pop - - - poppies and Easter Lilies. Bo on. There's still hope.
|wanted to hear aboutthe Paddy Rebels- - bo - - - botany, again. Different
| wanted to hear more about them. Notconditions. Different soil. But you can  When | got home, | found my keys
those Poppies. | don't like Poppies. Thatchange the acidity or the alkalinity. There were lost. | scrambled in a back window.
violentred. Notforme. Idon'tlike garish | go again. Getting mixed up. Istoodonthe cat'stail. Ouch! The central
colours. lonly wantto see the Fire Brigade Complicating matters. Getting myself heating was out of juice. The doorway
when my house is on fire. I never cheerininto trouble. Me getting oiled; then was snowed under ‘fliers'. The TV was on
the Munster Final for Cork. | like things getting me isled; everyone getting riled. the blink. (Mustring Rupert.) My stomach
muted. Soft, like. Know what | mean, was acting up. Still no Bisodol. | checked
like. I like the Green and Gold. But he  The waitress asked for my order, Or out front. Not a sight of a poppy. The
wouldn't stop. Gawd! Popping away. request. | asked for soup; the roast beetlectric blanket was bust. | thought |
Heavy intoegalite A puppeton astring. and veg; the vanilla ice-cream; a coffeecould still hear the Minister talking. |
Could this be Sandie Shaw? No. EveryoneAmericano. Everyone asked forthe same.nodded off. My lips moved slowly.
was wearing shoes. Shoes for the footles§ hey ran out of beef. | should have askedGetting slower. Pa .. . pa. .. parity of
children of Dublin.* | looked closely. for turkey and ham, but Christmas was esteem. Pa.. .pa... parity ofesteem. I've
There was no puppet about. Ithink I could coming. I'd already written to Santa—I'd . .. Ivan Yates was yapping on the radio.
smell Brussel Sprouts. asked for football boots. (In fact, they Pa.. .pa... parity. ZZZZ
| took another gawk. The bony fellow gave me a crubeen.) I'm tired of Brussel
was humming away. A different tune. | Sprouts, too.
beganto like him. Sometimeslgoonlong The Minister had to leave early. | mean
journeys. A few people had developed when he finished speaking. He put his
florid complexions. They were in parox- speech into his pocket. Full of deletions
ysms. Exceptthat | can't spellit. Neither and insertions. Like,
can they. | think.

When | awoke, my teeth had become
discoloured. The dentistsaysit'sthe coffee.
And the Brussel Sprouts.

Next morning myamigorang. They
had Bisodol in Lidl's. They have every-
thing in Lidl's. I'm the guy going up and

L . "This great country . . . society/club/ down the aisles in Lidl's, looking for
The Minister was in full spate. People o i ) . .
were looking uneasy. He was getting association, etc _ Bisodol. Bytheway,lmwearmg mulfflers.
' "Your good self/selves at . . . this ... If | hear that word'parity" again!
* The phrase of a former Mayor of Dublin, famou; e "m ... on... occasion/ Adios Amigos.
Alfie Byrne. Ed. occasionally. John Morgan (Lt. Col. retd.)
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Report rights had been sidelined by military = Republicans must be socialists, but

A Conno”y adventurism. Greaves thoughtthe military Nationalists can be anything.
A T M . campaign was mistaken because its aim There is now no talk of class in Ireland.
ssociation eetmg could not be achieved The balance ofWhat there is at the top is a self-

forces made war for Irish unity hopeless. perpetuating elite as a permanent stratum.

A Connolly Association public meeting, Ittook on NATO when Britain hadto have That was a sort of quasi-fascism.
held at the Irish Centre, London on bases in Northern Ireland. The chieftask Ireland was going backward under EU
November 9th to commemorate the anni-today was to encourage Britain to move membership. Trade Union membership
versary of the founding of the Connolly for Irish unity. But now there was also the halved in the last 40 years. European
Association in 1938 and the centenary ofissue of standing for the independence ofworkers were being let in and that
the birth of its leader from soon after its all European states. destroying what existed. Dubliners were
formation, C.D. Greaves, was in substance being eased out. InIreland you can hardly
an anti-European Union meeting. Itwas Alex Gordonspoke about the Lisbon getadecentjob, andif you do they tax you
addressed by Anthony Coughlan, formerly Treaty, against which he had worked alongwithin an inch of your life. Those who are
of Trinity College; Alex Gordon, aformer with Coughlan. He had given a gravesideforced out do not come back, unless itwas
President of the RMT Union; Ruan oration on Marx in 2010, relying on to the UK. He now agrees with Tony
O'Donnell of Limerick University; and Greaves. Greaves was an elucidator ofCoughlan about the EU though he had
John Callow, an official of the GMB genius of the writings of James Connolly. reservations in the past.

Union, who is, or was, in charge of Marx  The collapse of Irish nationalismwhen  There was very bad governance in

House, where he found a neglectedthe Liberals turned against the Parnellistsireland and it was thought the EU would

manuscript of parts of ConnollyRe- led Connolly to deepen Marx's work and save us. It hasn't. They've stolen all our
conquest Of Ireland The meeting was in this he anticipated Lenin. The British assets, our oiland gas, our territorial waters,
chaired by Tony Donoghue, also aformerworking class can emancipate itself, and are forcing us to do dangerous things
President of the RMT. through Irish nationalism, from turbo- like fracking, and wind farms.

It was well-attended for a Left or capitalism with its astonishing financial ~ The Labour Party has been colonised
Socialist meeting in London these days. instruments. Greaves would have grievedby Official Republicans and it is
The audience of about 40 appeared to beat the departure of the socialist countriesfactionalist as never before. It has
drawn from Communist Party/Irish circles from the world scene. The EEC had now disavowed connection with the Lockout,
of an older generation. It was certainly become a Superstate. The right of theapart from the Stickies. It doesn't wantto
Left or Socialist in that sense, but it is country to determine its Budget had beentouch past radicals for fear of the present.
problematic whether it could be so taken away. Greaves couldn't have anti- The Programme of the 1st Dail is
described in terms of current politics. A cipated the smashing of of the Yugoslav forgotten, along with the fact that the Free
theme of the meeting was that the Left Federation into its component parts. State assassinated Mellowes.
musttry to seize the ground of nationalism  Regarding Scotland: its choices were The EU is strangling us. It won't let us
from the Right. In Poppy-wearing Britain limited to the UK and the EU. Scotland take our fish. And the Royal Family owns
that raises problems of Left-Right outside the UK would be under the control mineral rights.
classification. of the Franco/German capitalism of the
EU. So national separation withinthe EU  John Callowof the GMB spoke of the
is problematic. lack of the radical gene today.

He said that everyone who criticises
Greaves' biography of Connolly only
exposes themselves, such as Morgan, the
revisionist.

When he was running Marx House he
found a cache, including the manuscript

THE SPEECHES

Anthony Coughlarsaid that inter-
nationalism was based on recognition of Ruan O'Donnelof Limerick Univer-
national rights; that democracy was only Sity, said that Anthony Coughlan had been
possible within nations; and that the EU his mentor. He had recently become fully
was hostile to nationality and was thereforeconvinced that Coughlan's view of the
doomed. It was also anti-socialism, destructive effect of the EU on Ireland
because what socialists wanted was controwas right.
of capitalism, while the EU existed forthe ~ He said that the Dublin Lockout of of part of theT he R.ecqnquest Oflrelan(lj

) . - a letter from Markiewicz and Connolly's
free movement of capital. There was 1913 was being sanitised forthe.purposeSDF tie-pin
conflictbetween the EU and the Eurozone.of the Centenary (?ommgmorat|on and He also spoke of the destructive effect
The Eurozone can only be saved by closetthat Eamon Gilmore's criticism of the role e ;

. : ) . ; of the decision of the German Social
integration, which the peoples of Europe of the Catholic Churchin 1913 was a cop- Democrats to vote War Credits

do not want, therefore it is doomed to out, aswas his statement that the demands '

failure, and the collapse will mean the of 1913 had been largely met. But Presi-
collapse of the EU. The biggest mistake dent Higgins was better than expected.
the Irish State ever made was joining theHe didn't speak at the Commemoration.
Euro in 1998. There was no prospect of Parallels with today were too close to
the United Kingdom joining the Euro, so enable him to say anything relevant.

the Six Counties would be with Britain =~ The reading at the Commemoration
against the Twenty-Six Counties. The was from a piece of fiction, a play. The
Irish question was now inextricably bound Commemoration was well-intentioned but
up with the issue of the Eurozone. it was a whitewash.

G.D. Greaves was both a theorist and 1913 was what brought the Rising, and
an activist on the question of nations. HeDublin was exceptionally active in the
pioneered Civil Rights propaganda in War of Independence.

Northern Ireland. It was a pity that civil  Jacobs was not locked out.

Discussion

The platform speeches were followed
by a short discussion. It was started off by
a Dublin woman who protested strongly
at Ruan O'Donnell's suggestion that the
influx of foreign workers permitted by EU
membership was destroying the Dublin
working class. Itwas the last kind of thing
she expected to hear at a socialist meeting
and it struck her as a sort of racism. Her
family had not been forced out of Dublin
by the influx of foreigners. They moved



to England to better themselves. There was further discussion about whatSlieve Luacra, and it was borne in on me
, . . _was implied by the Left taking over the that Slieve Luacra was far from typical.
Ruan O'Donnell said she had taken hlmgml;'nd of nationalism from the Right So | went to take a look at Ireland—at
up wrong, and that was not what he had(yhich was taken to be UKIP), and whether - ici
: ) C _ Dublin and Belfast. My superficial
meant. She replied that she had listened tghe conflict was to be the UK against the imoression was that Dublin was brittle
his words and that was the meaning sheEU or was to include national separatism P iy ;
and Belfast was solid, in both its parts.

got from them. within the UK. Then, through publishing tHesh Com-
munist we made contact with members of
Tt the Communist Party, Northern Ireland. |
The Connolly ASSOCIatIOH. . got to know Belfast a bit better, which
As Seen From Another VIEWpOInl' only confirmed my first impression.

I suggested that the division in it should
be treated on the ground of nationality
rather than religion. Pat was agreeable to
this but the prevailing view was that what
| saw in the Protestant community was
only adelusion. Itwas not until September
1969, after we had taken partinthe defence
of the Falls in August, that we decided to
go nrecord decisively with tHwvo nations
theory" And, asfaras|recall, | setoutthe
Two Nations view against a quotation
from Greaves that there were not two
nations.

The B&ICO originated in the mid- looked in the first instance towards the
1960s largely because of discontent with organisation denounced by the Bishops.
the Connolly Association. | would say And they naturally wanted a radical
that it was formed chiefly through a critique of the set-up in Ireland that had
collaboration between Pat Murphy and squeezed them out. But this was not in
Liam Daltun. | was present but | doubt accordance with CA strategy. So dis-
that, if it had been up to me, BICO would content built up in Branches in which
ever have existed. there were groups of new members,

Daltun had played some part in the radicalised by recent immigration. In
1956 Campaign and, when it petered out,such a situation Communist Party initiates,
he had gone to London to be a Communistwho were members of the CA but played
Republican. He went naturally to the little partinitatothertimes, were mobilised
Connolly Association, which the Bishops to ensure that control did not slip away
warned emigrants against. As far as |from Greaves.
could gather, he got on very well with  This procedure meantthatthe CA could described by Anthony Coughlan as the
Greaves, was initiated into secrets, andnot build up a large membership, and aNY.uih aorist of the national questioias so
was being groomed as second-in-tendency for it to become a movementimmers{_}d in a system of committees that
command. But then there was a fiercewas curbed. he could not see what was beyond the
rupture between the two on the issue of the committees
extent to which the Association was to be  So our first meetings of the Irish Work- This was. understandable enough on
socialist—or openly socialist—in thwésh ers' Group were attended by CP member%e part of a CP initiate. The Bolshevik
Democrat commentary on 26 County who were no longer prepared to do this,seizure of power in 191'7 set off a spon-
affairs. According to Daltun Greaves and also by some who had tried and failed aneous tendency towards anarchy—
insisted that there must be no criticism of to persuade the CP leadership to deSiSLenin'sState And Revolutionas a kind
the Irish state in the presence of the British.from ballot-rigging in the Electrical Trade of anarchist manifesto—which was

So he parted company with Greaves. Union before it was found out, especially countered by the construction of a state
And he became acquainted with PatGerry Golden._ _ _ system as anetwork of Party committees—
Murphy, who was the most original Those rr_leetlngs were unique in thatWhat Trotsky callecbureaucratisation
observer of the world and its ways that | they consisted of CP members andIn Trotsky's hands, the revolution would
have ever known. And a meeting was Trotskyists who overcame their antipathy have run its course élsa demagogic anarchy
arranged with a view to forming an Irish to each other in the hope of doing Trotsky had berated Lenin as a Party.
organisation that would be Republican something real, and Pat and myself Whodictator by Committee for a decade before
and Marxist. (It was generally taken for were neither. 1917. Lenin had then fostered anarchy
granted that such a venture would be The combination split eventually, and again.stthe bourgeois state in 1917. And
impossible in Dublin.) one side decided to publish a magazinea]cter the seizure of power, he set.aboui

Daltun had rebounded towards Trotsky- called The Irish Communisand sell it curbing the anarchy and ,harnessing its
ism following his rupture with Greaves. openly in Dublin—which was said to be enthusiasm by constructing a committee
The people attending the first meeting— impossible but wasn't. system. Trotsky didn't seem to notice
apart from Daltun's associate, Gery . until 1922-3, when Stalin continued the
Lawless, and myself—were members of | knew little about Northern Ireland. | Lenin system without Lenin
the Communist Party of Great Britain went with Pat to a meeting about it given Greaves' attempt to graisp Northern
who were also members of the Connolly by Greaves at Marx House. GreavesIreland by means of Committees was
Association and who were fed up with delivered an exhaustive breakdown Ofthegenuinely subject to the criticism which
being under CP discipline to enable religious composition of the Six Counties Trotsky directed vainly against Lenin's
Greaves to hold the CAto the political line in all its parts. Pat questioned him abomsystem after Lenin was no longer there to
he had devised for it. the purpose of what he called sectarianenthral him

analysis. Everybody knew that there was '

Those were the days when migration a Protestant majority, that it ran things, Although the Communist Party was
from Ireland to England was running at and that the Catholic minority was badly not a serious electoral force in Britain, it
60,000 a year, and the influence of thedone by. But how did elaborating the did exercise adegree of real power through
Catholic Hierarchy was increasing, facili- sectarian analysis in exhaustive detailthe Trade Union system. Its members
tated by the Cold War division of the enable one to do anything about it? were on the whole the most active and
world. Many ofthose emigrating naturally | knew little about Irish life outside capable Trade Unionists. They had a
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It seemed to me that Greaves, who is
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presence in Trade Union committees of
all kinds from bottom to top and they were
in tune with the Trade Union membership
atlarge, even though that did not translate
into Parliamentary votes.

Workers on the whole did not want to
be bothered with the business of running
the Trade Unions. When Michael Davitt
tried to do with the industrial working
class in England what he had done with
the peasants in Ireland, he found that
ambition to master the means of production
was sadly lacking in the English working
class. The ambitious element gravitated
towards the CP and tended to the Trade
Union business of the class while hoping
to raise political ambition in it.

It had little political success, but its
attention to Trade Union affairs which
were widely understood to be necessary
was much appreciated. On that basis the
CP could get resolutions on a wide range
of issues passed at committee meetings
and Trades Councils. These resolutions
were adopted by handfuls of people
representing thousands of people. The
thousands, as far as they bothered to be
aware othem, tolerated them, or approved
of them as worthy sentiments, or allowed
them as perks that those who tended to the
necessary but tedious business of keeping
the Unions functional were entitled to.

In Belfast the CP did the necessary
Trade Union business, as in Britain, and
was allowed the perks of resolutions in the
Union committees and the Trades Council.
During the Second World War, the Party
had divided itself so that it might be pro-

North or South, and that movements in Something like it was bound to happen
Ireland should not organise or interfere \yhen things began to move. | attended its

in Britain, he had considerable personal
influence on some of those associated
with the foundation of the civil rights

mass meetings and gave great offence by
trying to bring it down to earth. The CP

movement... It was in response to a had no presence there. It was out of its
suggestion from Greaves that Betty €lementin debate.

Sinclair, secretary of the Belfast Trades
Council, and Billy McCullough its

When PD did come down to earth much

chairman {leaders of the CP,NI—BC}, of it went to the Provos and some of it to

proposed that the Trades Council hold ang .

important civil rights conference in
Belfast on 8 May 1965, at which the
launching of a campaign for civil rights

| do not recall that any of it went

towards the Official Republicanism, in
which Greaves was an influence.

His

was discussed, with the Republicans for Scheme required that Stormont should be
the first time putting their grievances to preserved because it was something
the Labour men. This came to nothing Irish—and that went right against the

becauseofsta”ingbytheNorthernlreland experience and the sentiment of the
Labour Party, which was reluctant 10 \~iinnajist 40%, which had become the

take up such a seemingly —nationalist” d

issue. Greaves later considered that the
tragedy of the Northern civil rights
movement was that it did not get going in
1965, under the auspices of the mainly
Protestant workers of the Belfast Trades
Council. For over the subsequent three
years Paisleyism became stronger, the
Republicans grew more impatient and
much inflammable sectarian tinder was
giventimeto pile up. Whenthe Northern
civil rights marches commenced in 1968

riving force.

Coughlan writes:

"It is a tribune to Greaves's political
genius that he formulated this Bill of
Rights conception {i.e. as implemented
in the Good Friday Agreement, BC} at a
time when, if it had been adopted, it
might have prevented three lost decades
of harm in Anglo-Irish relations..."

Greaveswas a strong critic of the student-And:

based Peoples Democracy. As he put it
in his Reminiscences of the Connolly
Associatiorf'Looking back | would say
the Civil Rights movement failed to
achieve its object because between 1965
and 1968 control passed from the Trade
Unionists to the Republicans. Whereas
the Trade Unionists would have known
how to resist the ‘ultra-left’, the
Republicans did not”..."

At the time | could only understand

War in the North and neutral in the South. Greaves's strategy as one of circumventing

ately stronger in Belfast than in most other "@me at which resolutions would be adopt-settiement which restricts what the

British cities. It wasde factoUnionist.

"When in February 1971 the left-wing
weekly Tribuneadvocated “Shut Down
Stormont”, Greaves wrote in thesh
Democrat “This is Labour assuming the
mantle of imperialism. Imagine the
difficulty of getting a united Ireland if the
whole administration of the North were
fused with England. Does Tribune want
a new fifty years of bitterness as anti-
partition leagues, labor organisations and
the IRA direct their energies to getting
the direct rule administration removed?
Every issue would be automatically
transferred from Belfast to London”..."

But the GFA is not a Bill of Rights

ed which were tolerated while they only Majority can do in a reformed version of

After the War it was gradua”y shifted existed on paper with little pub“cr[y but the old Stormont which Greaves wished

onto an Anti-Partition orientation. Greaves Which they would rebel against if the : . :
ever |ed to practica| action_ | thought |t estab“shed n the I|ght Of the faCt that the

as deviously futile—and that if it ever Westminster Government found it could
ng, |t Wou|d not |ead to Consequen_ not Win the War. A profound SOCiaI and
keeping with the intentions of the Political evolution occurred in the

nationalistcommunity in conjunction with

the War.

The War was not a war between the
IRA and Ulster Unionism. Britain did its
bestto make it so, and revisionist historians
try to present it as such, but it remained a

played a part in bringing about this shift.

I knew that it was resented by some Party" _
members, but dissent was prevented from@0t 9ol
expressing itself publicly by the sense of C€S In
discipline that went with Party membership. Schemer.

The shiftin orientation was accomplish-

ed, putting the Party somewhat out of tunerealities of the Northern Ireland situation,
with the sentiments of its own membership, SéMi-detached from the state—a condition
and wholly out of tune with the bulk of the ©f which Greaves approved—quickly
Trade Union members in whose name itmanifested themselves.

gotresolutions adopted in the committees.
Greaves built a Committee house-of-
cards on this reality. It collapsed in an

When things did get going, the brute

y to preserve.

It is a war settlement

war between the IRA and the British State
The Republicans and the Peoplesin which Ulster Unionism was marginal-

Democracy did not usurp the leadershipised, and was bullied into sullen acquies-

of the reform movement from the Trade cence when Whitehall concluded that it
Unionists. The Trade Unionists were not must do a deal with the IRA. The deal was
Anthony Coughlan, in a document an active force in the situation—their un- not power-sharing or weighted majority
circulated at the CA meeting writes: representative Committees did not haverule subordinate to a Bill of Rights. Itwas
"Greaves held strongly that movements the power to activate them. a division of the devolved powers of the

in Britain should not organise in Ireland, ~ The Peoples Democracy had its day.state between the elected representatives

instant when things began to move.



of the two communities, in which the  Regardingthe European Community— | assume that the Official Republican
devolved executive authorities were not the population of the 26 Counties, having line, that by joining Europe Ireland was
subject to the devolved legislature— been in continuous decline since thesubmitting itself to the depredations of a
assuming that the Assembly deserves td=amine, has bulked outunder its influence.second Cromwell, came from Greaves. It
be called a Legislature. And it was, aslt relieved dependence on the British made absolutely no sense in terms of how
even Martin Mansergh was driven to market, and provided opportunities for membership of Europe was actually
admit, a settlement on 'two nations' lines.development that were not otherwise experienced.

It did not deliver a United Ireland but it available after the advance fostered by In the 1970s | still read the London
certainly was not a step away fromit. And Protectionism had gone as far as it couldTimes which had once been a very
it was its clear 'two nations' feature that and the Irish economy was slipping back informative paper. One day | found myself

enabled the Unionists to be pressured intanto the British free trade area.
accepting a degree of cross-Border

arrangement.

reading in it an article by Raymond
Ireland was reverting to an Anglo- Crotty—the only Irish academic that |
centric mentality at the moment when it regarded as a real historian—in which he

The Chinamen and the
Connolly Association

During the Mao period in the 1960s the

Connolly Association held a number
marches through London with the slog
on the leading banner: ONE NATIO
ONE PEOPLE—that was a message
Northern Ireland and for Ireland general

You would be walking along when

suddenly out of doorways would cor
maybe a dozen Chinese, most likely fr
the Chinese Embassy. They would j
the rear of the march. Greaves didn't kn
what to do about it so we were told to ke
looking straight ahead and ignore thg
After a time the Chinese would disapp
as mysteriously as they had come.
Greaves was constantly taunted inH
Park by Irish hecklers who called hit

joined Europe along with Britain, and appealed to the British ruling class to
therefore was not in a fit condition to come and take Ireland in hand once more
grasp the opportunities that becamebecause it was incapable of looking after
available. But the availability of those itself. (This article was reproduced in the
opportunities made themselves felt andFebruary 2012 issue dfish Political
were seized almost by accidentatanumbeReview) Crotty was the founder of the
anof critical moments caused by Britain's Irish Sovereignty Movement, directed
. difficulty in scaling itself down from a against Europe though Britain was the
forworld Empire to a European state. At oneonly serious obstacle to Irishindependence
ly. point Ireland suddenly had its own money and Europe provided it with the means of
for real, and had an exchange rate withrelieving dependence on Britain. And
sterling—athing which inthe 1960s could ISM campaigns against Europe always
DM . . AP .
Lin only have been envisaged in fantasy.  seemed to fit in with the British Euro-
ow Thetake-off pointcame when Haughey scepticism which would not let go of the
epconvinced a number of European leadersEmpire vision. It struck me as bizarre.
m.that Ireland had ceased to belafacto Ireland is obviously having difficulty
par British dependency. Within the protected today maintaining itself in the degree of
European market, funding was made prosperity to which Europe accustomed
deavailable for the development of the it. And Europe is not what it once was,
entrepreneurial abilities which had always having lost its original integrity under

of

he

fuckin' Chinaman"because of his ey

and sallow skin. The Chinese also plagpie

his Hyde Park meetings muchto hisan

ance. Maybe the Chinese mistook fhe

hecklers'reference to his eyes as some
to do with ideology.
You couldn't call Desmond Greav

Republican. Many in the Connolly Assogi

S peen there but had been stifled by Britishencouragement, usually supported
ddependence on Britain. by Ireland. But, if Ireland pulled out of the
y- EU along with Britain and reverted to
sterling, what would we have? The British
Isles, with Ireland voluntarily resuming
its subordinate position in it?

Brendan Clifford

Irish benefit from Europe was so
iNn@bvious that | could only understand
Greaves' hostility to it as an expression of
FS Soviet foreign policy.

L

ation left to join Sinn Fein. It was 3
organisation mainly to do with lobbyin

MPs on the Irish question and being acfive

in Trade Union branches. The Engl
public weren't interested in Ireland ar
way. MPs with large Irish populations
their constituencies naturally took
interest in the CA.

I'm not sure if Maoist China had any gr¢at

interestin Irish Republicanism, not unless y
went over to Maoist thinking which wou

then probably cancel out your Republicanigm

The Chinese Embassy back then was
active in looking at various organisations t

n

9 spin-off from the British & Irish Communist

Organisation, which now professes a united
Ireland nationalist agenda, whereas it was

y- X
. once the best known Marxist exponent of the
N JohnReganMlyth And The Irish State «" nations” approach to Irish history.”

2" published by the Irish Acac_lemlc Press, 'ﬁrguably, it is the purest institutional
| & record of an academic dispute. Regalyyqcate of the kind of “reactionary
oy Vho is based in a Scottish University angh,ihqjogies” O'Farrell railed againstin 1993.
is therefore not subject to the West Britisipg g ety interests itself in opposing what
hegemony that prevails in Universities i o515 the “revisionist movement in Irish

erylreland, feels free to point to the obvious,iiory» * And associated with the publisher
nat fact that what is produced in the Historyyi o Books, it promotes authors like Brian

sh John Regan's Myth

o

might be influenced by the Thoughts of M

We political activists of course had the Litfle history but propaganda in support

Red Book but | could make no sense

over the Maoism which would have seen the

demise of the CA even quicker than
happened.

Why shouldn't the Chinese have genuin
believed he was right? Probably their ne
media would have supported the Republi
cause.

Wilson John Haire

o. Departments of Irish Universities is notE_ Murphy and Brendan Clifford who are
it oli d i th 3 ritical of Irish academic historians. But in
'apho icy. He O%S sob:nt € to;tuous dmo Hart's work their local, national and historio-
that seems to be obligatory for academig,,yhica| interests combined, and his corpus
Owriting about Ireland. Good luck to him.
Itseems to be an exhausting way of making,q 1, pe conceded, increasingly damaging
a simple factual point, which is what 'tcounter—arguments" (p182)
always comes to in the end. But—every '
man to his taste.

hereis. h lai The"two nations"view was not adopted
__ Thereis, however, one plain paragrapls o approach to history, but as a description
in the book—an intrusion into the dialectic

o i of current political fact of the Northern
mode of argument—and it is plain wrong

as

ely
ws
Can

November 2013

situationin 1969. Social facts are the product
"The Aubane Historical Society... is a
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of historical development, and the history|
this fact was traced after the existence of
fact itself was asserted.

The fact itself led to no necessary poli
about the North. We spent a couple Ofy¥Ehe Great War (Part of an ongoing dispute inthe  Evening Echo (Cork)

trying to persuade political opinion in the |, his jetter (Why it's right to remember all The Great Crime of Iraq was brought about py a
Republic that the Ulster Protestant commiinyar dead', Dec 11) Mr Gerry White of thgovernment lie. But the actual physical destrudtion
ity would act under pressure like a stubb@rivestern Front Association says the Great Wefr the country and thousands of deaths werg the
nation, and that a necessary precondition thappened”, and that it "should not havork of the young men of the invasion force itgelf.
dialogue with it was a frank acknowledgge-happened”. Since millions died, includingvithout them, there would have been no bomping
ment of its existence, and an end to telling thousands of Irish, it is irresponsible of Mand killing. Only the willfully blind can be ignorgnt
that it was part of an all-Ireland natio ‘White not to explain to us WHY it happened of their many atrocities. They were not forced tq go,
When all parties—and all academics—refuge Britain was not attacked or invaded bthey could have stayed at home. Like the Irigh in
to adopt that approach, condemned us|f ermany, or Austria, or Hungary_, or Bulgaria,914 they went there for the money, for |the
suggesting it, and held tc; the view that Ul r Turkey. Norwas Ireland. Yet Britain declareexcitement, or they believed they were "serying
29 ’ . ) ar on these countries and Ireland blindtyeir country". Did they believe they were, as| Mr
Unionism was a brittle remnant of feudaligm|owed. why? They could have stayed out athite puts it, "doing the right thing" in Iraq? [Of
and religious bigotry which would crum_b €it. If they had, around 4,000 Cork people miglsburse they did. Otherwise they would have|just
under pressure, we adopted another policy-ave lived peaceful, blameless and constructistayed at home.
that of establishing common political groupdives. And many of the people they killed might Should “the fallen” of Iraq be remembergd?
for Catholics and Protestants by bringing theave done the same. So why did they not s@grtainly the crimes of the invaders should nevgr be
Six Counties within the party-political systefmout of it? This is the qugstion M‘r White will noforgotten. But should "the fallen" be "rememberg¢d"?
(the democracy) of the state, which wagnswer. Ifthisis a stupid question, unworthy &emembrance ceremonies honour soldiers ¢f all
never anything but the British state. a straight answer, W!|| Mr White please explaithe British wars: the Great War, the Black and|Tan
The Six Counties were excluded from thd® Us WHY itis stupid? war, Palestine, Kenya, Aden, Bloody Sunday, fraq,
democracy of the British state at the sa The recent war in Iraq “happened” ane_ind all the rest. Official Remembrance ceremohials
fundreds of thousands died. Why and how digdstow on these crimes a solemn and uncritical aura
moment when they were separated from thenappen™» well, British Prime Minister Blairof respect, dignity and veneration in which their
rest of Ireland and retained as part of thgq his people they were in immediate dangesuntry honours all those who serve it in arm$, no
British state. After twenty years of trying f0of destruction, with as little as 30 minuteshatter what they did or why they did it.
undo that exclusion we concluded that it Wwawarning, and to remove this danger they had towhatever the real reason for the killing, in|the
hopeless. We then became commentators twvade Iraq and set it free from its evivords of Mr White they "did the right thing".
developments in the North in the light of t egove_rnment. _ So instead of evaluation, criticism gnd
experience we had gained through tryind to This was a lie, and hundreds of thousandaderstanding to prevent war, these public|and
democratise it. There was never any ques idlied because of it. In 1914, Britain declaredriéligious ceremonials provide protection, coverjand
of denying the fact of two nations. It wou gWwasgoingto fightawar for the freedom ofsmalestif_ication for killing. Remembrance and poppy-
have been absurd to do so at a time w nations. John Redmond gave his assurance thahia nurture a public tolerance and appetitg for
. is promise of freedom included us, and wear, future as well as past.
events were tending towards a Settlemj ined in the war. That is how and why Ireland's Mr White claims his Western Front Association
based on the fact of two nations. The Gqo@eat war "happened". Millions died, but whehas nothing to do with the British Army. But it igan
Friday Agreement is a two-nations settlemgnit was all over Ireland got, not freedom, but thategral part of the annual November 11 Refnem-
Black and Tans. And instead of freedom mamyance ceremonies at London's Cenotapl]. Its
The asterisk reference given by Regdamore peoplesbecame captive inavastexpansamblem consists of poppies. Its list of luminaries
above, to substantiate his assertion that| v the British empire into Africa and the Middléncludes names like Kitchener, Haig and Fafrar-
gave up the two nations view,Explaining East. Like the Iraq War, Ireland's Great War wétbckley ...

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Northern Irelandby B. O'Leary and J. M¢ & Great Fraud. Pat Maloney, Editor, Labour Comment
Garry. O'Leary said nothing so ridiculous (Evening Echp28.12.13)
And my last effort in the attempt to demo-peats the air. chapter against Conor Cruise O'Brien's

cratise the North was a pamphlet replying to e of the few definite statements madessault on liberals who were soft on
that boo!< and to a spin-off pamphlet from ity Regan concerns May 1974. A Powemationalism. But O'Brien at the time was
which O'Leary wrote for the British Labour gharing Government was set up under tB@vernment spokesman on the North and

Party, arguing that the North had democratignningdale Agreement: his line on the Strike both in public and in
E”tl?h-l gczvferhnten.t hbeca}use it ha "Resisted by the loyalist led Ulstef-abinet was thalNot an inch"should be
acsimilesof the British parties. Workers' Council strike... this governmerftonceded to Unionists on the Council of

Brian Murphy is not a member of BICO ; ; . .
and he disagpreZS strongly with its basic two collapsed.  Loyalist disruption of vitalreland.
services, alongside the British army's

nations position. unwillingness to challenge the strikers, meant Regan then turns to a supposed British
And | am not arfauthor”, but a hack  yha¢ the best chance of a political solutidAtention of withdrawing from the North
writer for BICO. (O'Leary in his book des- a5 forcibly overthrown™ (p256). and Dublin panic about the catastrophe this
cribed me, as far as | recall, as an Orange would cause. He says it is important to
Marxist, and Lord Bew as a Green Marxist.) 11,4 strike was not called against powefDow whether this was an eamest intention
And | am far from keeping up a fixed hostil- o iy "1t against the establishment oha Manipulative bluff. Thatis a matter of
ity to Hart. 1would have praised his book ong i) of reland, after Dublin had reassertédiactical judgment, for which one must
Collins at a public meeting in Belfast if the 4o 5, ereignty claim which Unionists thougi'ow something about the British State
chairman, Richard English, had not studiousp 34 heen withdrawn under the Sunningda8d its ways. | was certain that Britain had
ly failed to notice my arm raised. Agreement. It was effective because it w8 intention whatever of discarding its six
Though Regan did much of his academigrade-union organised, on a reasonable poffunties, and took it to be ploy by which it
training in Belfast and Derry, with war going The only force used was the withdrawal ¥f@s hoped to displace the Provo/British
on around him, he doesn't seem to havebour. Picketing was less then was oftéf@r with a Protestant/Catholic war—over
asked what Northern Ireland is. How can theeen in England. And the Army could onlfhichitcould preside piously. Regan does
political history of the South be dealt with if have broken the Strike by turning itself intBot see this at all because he does not see
Northern Ireland is left out of it? Only by a blackleg workforce. Northern Ireland. _
dialectics. But in the end dialectics only Regan's comment is made in a polemical Brendan Clifford
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Mandela: the 'revered’
O Bradaigh: the reviled!

Ruairi O Bradaigh, a former Presidg
of Republican Sinn Fein—a previo
President of Provisional Sinn Fein, a Tl
and IRA Chief of Staff—passed away
5th June 2013, during aweek when Nel
Mandela's life appeared to be ebbing aw
An Irish Timesobituary on the day of
Bradaigh's funeral described him th

"...he was driven by a fundamentali

commitment to the tenets of incendi
nationalism"(8.6.2013).

While on Mandela's death, thash
Timeswrote:

"Madiba is no more. We have lost
giant of our time whose death impov
ishes us all ...{His defence before f|
South African Supreme Court} remai
one of the most enduring and eloqu
speeches from the dock, a movi
apologia pro vita sudor those like him
who had turned only when all else h
failed to armed struggle...Ir{sh Times
7.12.2013).

"l do not, however deny that | plann
sabotage.

"The editors around the table we
stopped in their tracks. Here was t{
other Mandela, unflinchingly gritty, nevg
to be taken lightly, who commanded t
respect of a huge revolutionary for
inside and outside his prison cell."
Nelson Mandela speakingtoasmallgrg
of newspaper editors from the 26 a
Six-Counties who had been invited
lunch with Mandela at Tony O'Reilly]
home in Dublin's Fitzwilliam Squar
before delivering the annudtish
Independenecture at Trinity College in
April, 2000 at O'Reilly's invitation, quote
in the Belfast Telegraph2 July 2013,
article by Ed Curran.

re
he years, they would find out by looking
what they did: taking the route of co
stitutional republicanism" (22.4.13)
"But surely that—taking the route of
constitutional republicanism™is what
Adams is actually being damned for
Martin's partners in theGet Adams

coalition: Which only goes to show t

he
Ce
up
hd
(0]
3

a)

campaign" [rish Political ReviewJune,
2013).

A serious effort is being made to un
the interim settlement that has been m
under Adams' leadership. The Jean
Convilleincidentis being given worldwi

"His imprisonment was not th
consequence of a flash of youthful z
like so many revolutionaries. He reflect
upon what actions were necessary
committed to them. He stood as the fi
accused and was committed to living
his beliefs but also if necessary to die
them because he fully appreciated t
immense value." (Dail Statement
Fianna Fail leader and Spokesperso
Northern Ireland, Micheal Martin on t
death of Nelson Mandela, 10.12.201

d "After the Good Friday Agreemen

publicity by the two States only becaus
al is thought that would help to drive Ada
d out of politics.
nd

st "If the Fianna Fail leader, Michej

Martin could get rid of Adams at the cdp
of undermining the Northern settleme
who can doubt that he would do it?

apparently would the SDLP. And t
Official Unionists (politically advised b
Lord Bew and other members of the IH
in the critical years following the signi

ofthe Good Friday Agreement), are act
as a fundamentalist pressure on the O
. So it is conceivable that the Ada
variant on Republicanism might &

or
eir

on

)

women of 1916 would have stood in lage

multi-dimensional character of thHE

nd
ion
of

"l planned it as a result of a calm &
sober assessment of the political situa
that had arisen after many years
tyranny.

"The initial plan was based on a cargful
analysis of the political and econonjic
situation of our country.

"We felt that planned destruction
power plants, and interference with 1

Df
Ail

Martin Mansergh, adviser to Fianna Fil
Taoisigh, published a tirade against|O
Bradaigh in the Tnes Literary Supple
ment Mansergh could not tolerate Anfi-
Treaty dissidents having a public voige
in the state. But Mansergh did not spy
that the War, as diverted towards| a
secondary objective by Adams, had bgen
legitimate. And, at the same tim
Mansergh was covering over the Anti-

destroyed. And we gather that arran
ments for reconstituting the IRA as

effective force in case of that eventual
are quietly being made by main-strej
Republicans who have little in comm{
with the mentality of the supe
revolutionaries who have joined wi
Fianna Faiét alin the propaganda agai

Adams thatis facilitated by the two State

and telephone communications, wo
tend to scare away capital from t
country.

"Attacks on the economic lifelines
the country were to be linked wi
sabotage on government buildings 4§
other symbols of apartheid.

"These attacks would serve as a sofrce

of inspiration to our people.”

No, not Ruairi O Bradaigh but Nels¢n

Mandela adding a little incendiary spi

in his 1964 appeal from the Pretoria dgck

to his downtrodden people!
Ah! but he changed since then, did
not?

No Freebom! No WEaPONS!

"The late Aengus Fanning {then Edit
oftheSunday Independérasked Nelso
Mandela: “But what was your positio
Mr. Mandela, on decommissionir
weapons? And what advice would Y|
give Gerry Adams?”

"Mandela's mood turned sudde
steely. He looked seriously and sternly
Fanning. “My position, my position.
my position is that you don't hand oy
your weapons until you get what y
want... "

ld

he Treaty origins of Fianna Fail and traci

the legitimacy of the 26 County state
the Treaty.

"Inthe presence of such chicanery, d
could only applaud Ruairi O Bradaid
for his stubbornness in presenting a cl
Anti-Treaty record of events monthly i
Saoirse" (Irish Political Review July,
2013)

Df
h
ind

it PoOwWER AT ANY PRICE
The fear in Dublin is that Sinn Fein

g (Irish Political Review June, 2013).

to
Mandela'slong walk to freedomboks

nelike a trot compared to what the Dub

h politicians expect of Gerry Adams a
FA'Sinn Fein.

N

Cork sAYs 'NoO'

Atits meeting on Monday, 12th Janud

1987, Cork County Borough Cound

g (CorkCorporation), rejected a motion p

gaining traction in the South and thisis
context for the new-found love of Fian
Fail from the Dublin media that slaughtg
ed them a few years ago. One exampl
thisis summed up inthe headlit®oldiers
P of Destiny emerge from shadow of an
L, hilation and look to a brighter futuredy
g Arthur Beesley (Irish Times, 26.4.2013
bu Martin again attacked Republicans
Arbour Hill: "Martin claims SF and
ly Provisional Movement sullied the nar

he

ér in The Irish Timesbove the following:

bu "Mr Martin asserted that if peopl

wanted to know where the men a

alof Republicanism'This was the headlin

a Party), seconded by Clir. John Kelle
r- (W.P.) that the Freedom of the City
L ofcork be conferred on African Nation
Congress leader, Nelson Mandela.
hi- motion was rejected by eight votes to fi

Supporting the motion were: Clir. Fra
). Nash, (Labour Party), Clirs. Don
at Counihan and Micheal Martin (Fian
Fail).

Opposing the motion were the Lo
Mayor, Cllr. Gerry O'Sullivan (Labo
Party); Cllr. Jim Corr, ClIr. Liam Burkg
| TD, CliIr. Ted McCarthy (Fine Gael); ClI
g Paud Black, Clir. John Dennehy (Fia

he

continued on

e posed by Clir. Kathleen Lynch (Workegg

a
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Mandela continued

Fail); Cllr. Pearse Wyse, TD (Progressiye

Democrats) and Cllr.  Curtin

(Independent).

DuBLIN sAYs 'No'

ference at Versailles and were eventu
refused. The Zionist Organization su
mitted their draft resolutions for considg
ation by the Peace Conference on
February 1919.

freedom of Cork casket.
The great Gaelic scholar, German-b

According to files just released (27.1P

2013) by the National Archives of Irelan
Dublin City councillors shot down plan
to honour Nelson Mandela with th
Freedom of Dublin just five years befo
he was eventually awarded the accola

The late South African leader wg
conferred a Freeman of Dublin in 1988+
the first capital city in the world to do so—
despite councillors dismissing the idea
1983.

Dublin's Lord Mayor, Dan Browng
(Labour Party) wrote to Kadar Asma
Chairman of the lIrish Anti-Apartheid
Movement on January 21, 1983, to s

there was no consensus on the plan.

Freedom was only conferred where the
was unanimous agreement. The Labg
Party and the Workers' Party are believ
to have supported the proposal.

AND DERRY says '‘No', 'No'
To the knowledge of the present write
the SDLP councillors on Derry City
Council on two occasions voted agair]
conferring the Freedom of Derry on Nelsq
Mandela. The proposal on both occasig
came from Sinn Fein councillors.

Cork FREEDOM
The conferring of Freedom by th
Burgesses of Cork has a very mixe

history. Recipients include Dean Swiff,
William Gladstone and Woodrow Wilsor].

Swift was made a freeman in Janua
1736. In August that year he wrote to t
Common Council of the City of Cork
expressing surprise "at having receiv
the freedom of Cork and states that he
returning the silver casket because 'th

L Kuno Meyer has the distinction of twi
" being elected a freeman of the city
' Cork. He was initially granted the hong

on 25th September, 1912 (along W

o Canon Peader O Laoghaire) but his ng

e Was expunged from the Freedom Regi

S inJanuary 1915 as aresult of anti-Gern

| {At the behest of the Redmondites g
in, their Loyalist allies}. In May, 1920, sevg
months after his death, Kuno Meyer W
restored to the register.
Perhaps it was better that Madiba dig

ayinviting Gerry Adams to his funeral, |
too, could have suffered a fate similar

reMeyer.

MANDELA AND
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
"Amnesty international has said in
letter to the magazinéuman Eventthat
it will not campaign for the release of t
leader of the African National Congre
Nelson Mandela, as he advocates
violent overthrow of the South Africa
government.
"As Amnesty International said in i
letter dated June 19, 1985, Human
Events: 'Amnesty International oppos

ur
ed

seeks fair and prompt trials of politid
prisoners.
"It works for the release, howeve
only of 'prisoners of conscience'.
"These are defined in the Statute
Amnesty International as people detai
anywhere 'by reason of their politic
religious or other conscientiously he
beliefs or by reason of their ethnic orig

d

yy
e

pd
is
bre

they have not used or advocated violen
Supported Violence
"Amnesty International does n

is not so much as my name upon it, or
one syllable to show it was a present frg
your city' (The Freedom of CorkAodh
Quinlivan, Collins, 2013).

President Wilson was made a freem
in 1919, however the month prior,
received an invitation to visit the city an
subsequently declined. A delegation fro
the councillors was sent to Paris but ne
met Wilson—the inclusion of Eamon d
Valera, who had just escaped from Linca
Prison may have sent Yankee bells ringi
At the time a Dail delegation was seeki
admittance to the so-called Peace Cq

believe that this definition applies

ny Nelson Mandela."

Itis unclear if Wilson ever received Hi

| sentiment during the First World War.

n't

enter the Cork Hall of Freedom, affer

e
(0)

N

S

es

torture and executions in all cases and

al
r!

of
ed
Al
Id
n,

sex, colour or language, provided that

Ce.

Dt
(0]

"He was sentenced to life imprisonment

in 1964 after acknowledging in court h
participation in the planning of acts
sabotage as a leader of the Afrig
National Congress.

"Mandela was in no way convicted
‘trumped up' charges.

"At the beginning of his trial h
admitted his guilt in a speech titled 'l g

er

In  Supreme Court.

"In that speech Mandela said:

g
DN-

‘I do not, however deny that

prepared to die', before the Pretdi

is
Df
an

planned sabotage. | planned it afja
result of a calm and sober assess
ofthe political situation that had arisd
after many years of tyranny. | ad
immediately that | was one of th
persons helped to form Umkonto
Sizwe {the military wing of the
ANC}, and that | played a promine
role in its affairs until | was arreste
in August, 1962. The initial plan wa
based on a careful analysis of tile
political and economic situation g
our country. We believed that Sou
Africa depended to a large extent jif
foreign capital and foreign trade.
feltthat planned destruction of pows
plants, and interference with rail a
telephone communications, woul
tend to scare away capital from tHe
country. Attacks on the econom
lifelines of the country were to b
linked with sabotage on governmefjt
buildings and other symbols g
apartheid.

"These attacks would serve asjs
source of inspiration to our peopl@
In addition they would provide al
outlet for those people who werg
urging the adoption of violen
methods. | started to make a studygpf
the art of war and revolution, an
whilst abroad, underwent a course
military training. If there was to bq
guerilla warfare, | wanted to be abj
to stand and fight with my people argg
to share the hazards of war with the
Summaries of books on guerill
warfare and military strategy ha
also been produced. | have alrea
admitted that these documents arg
my writing, and | acknowledge that
made these studies to equip mys
for the role which | might have tq
play ifthe struggle drifted into guerillz
warfare. | also made arrangemerfgs
for our recruits to undergo militar
training', he said.

"While Mandela denied that the AN(
was communist-dominated, he acknog-
ledged that some members of the A
were member of the South Africa
Communist Party.

"Earlier this year, Mandela said in |
letter to followers in Soweto that the on
condition on which he would accept ti
South African government's offer
release him from jail was if the ANC wa
legalised.

"In January, {1985} he informed Lor(
Nicholas Bethell, Vice-Chairman of th
European Parliament's Human Rigtgs
Committee, that he still supporteg
violence" (News Weekly, Melbourne
14.8.1985).

See also
The Real Mandela
in Church & State,
No. 115, First Quarter, 2014



abbreviated as FTE, is a unit to meagurepension, from the age of 63 for anyd
employed persons or students in a way thatwho has worked for45years. Thisap
makes them comparable although they rpayiq those starting work at 18, which wo

work or study a different number of hours Per mean that the academics and
Week. o . _ professionals would work into later yeg
The unit is obtained by comparing @n erel Here!

employee's or student's average numbe ofH : ;
hours worked to the average number of hg

TRADE UNION NOTES
continued

using these evidence-based studies whe
implementing a workforce plan.
"These metrics give them real datg to
blend with their 'gut feel' when making
key HR decisions. Who should
promote

Who should we hire into our compan

:ursMistake Of Partnership?
;l”e "Fianna Fail leader Micheal Mart
. admits he praised public sector pay dgs

. tion to the h h h K N \while in cabinet, even though he n
Mr. Pollock said US-based companjies proportion to the hours he or she worksjor oo gocial partnership was for

are also using analytic metrics to comglarestudies. For example, a part-time worker  1a5iseachBertie Aheris “greates

their performance with their competitofs'. employed for 20 hours aweek where full-time  jgtake”,
This approach is useful for internal work consists of 40 hom_Jrs_, is counted as (0.5 "Mr Martin, who served in the bi
decisions; it is also vital when competjng " = (European Commission, Eurostat) spending departments of health

for investment, or making a compelli education under Mr Ahern, said: “T
case for decisions, such aiwhere?ol qusabour Taxes conventional wisdom at the time

! supportive of social partnershipltiéh
a European HQ or R&D centre.

- s Independent28.9.2013).
Irish workers come in at a 208,000 according to a new repoRaying Taxes

anl_”nual cost per full-time equi_valent(FT ). 2014—The Global Picturewhich was He told RTE Radio'Foday with Sea
This compares poorly with Westein ,,,c0q by PwC and the World Bafk, O'Rourkehat Mr Ahern'$unguestioning
Europe (162,000), and even worse Withg, ,q that Irish companies pay an averhgdaith” in the pay deals' process was
Central and Eastern Europe (123,981). ot 15 194 of total commercial profit in former leader'égreatest mistake"
Again, another simple view shows the | p 0\ taves But Mr. Martin later admitted he ma
52,000 average Irish salary in a bad light, 5, taxes represent 47% of the ttalspeeches praising the deals, which fi
whenitis compared withthe 16,000being 5, o5 paid by companies in Irelahd Wage levels to achieve industrial peag
earned by Eastern Europeans. compared to 65% of the total tax take for ~Benchmarkingwas meantto link privg
Happily, this doesn't tell the full stoly. -yo £\ region. According to the study, the and public sector wages, butwas comps
Theaverage Irish FTE delivers more prafit, ;| 1y rate comprises profit taxes, labpurto an ATM for public sector workers. T
and he/sheisworkinginamore produciive ,, o5 and other taxes and represents theublic sector wanted to be paid the s4
and cost-efficient environment. The tax rate paid on commercial profits" as the private sector, but without the s4
salaries are three times higher; the pr ﬁtS(Sunday Business Pp8t12.2013) terms and conditions, while retaining t
are six times higher. And, proof of e et job security and pension entitlements
pudding, the recessional shift to lower- gntittements Hkkk
cost environments simply didn’t work for "An estimated 185 public servants ha
many MNCs (Multi-Nationaf won Supreme Court orders directing
Corporations). ministers for agriculture and finance

d? Who is most likely to retire? of a full-time worker or student. A full-tim

- person is therefore counted as one FTE, W
a part-time worker / student gets a scorg

ate | abour taxes paid by Irish employg
are lower than the European averg

|
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D
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PRESS RELEASE

As Mr Pollock said, they've learned the
hard way that people are the core asset.
"In Ireland, HR directors are usirlg

pay themwages and pension entitlemg
overal2-week period whenthey enga
in limited industrial action and later a

metrics to measure their staff absen
and turnover, etc, but many are not do
the blend! said Ms Fallon.

"We are seeing that Irish compar
are struggling to get on the map, as f4
data analytics are concerned. We
trying to get the message out, to sk
that large corporations are mak
decisions in a different way. This sty
shows that Ireland really is punch
above its weight in terms of talent, but
also need to learn to use what this st
says about our workforce, when it cor
to competing for FDI.

"There is a great story to tell ab

out strike 10 years ago.
ces
ing  on the basis that both ministers, hayj
failed to advance any defence to the ef

ies

ras
are
ow
ng

dy

ng

Wwe Pension Age

udy "Research by Trinity College, Dubl
hes

workers to be paid in the first succesg

compelling payment"Ifish Examiner
28.11.2013).

hike the age of eligibility for a Sta
ut

that the law does not entitle strikifg
case by the workers, were not entitled t

advance such a defence to the workiers
second set of proceedings aimed| at

shows that the Government's decisiofn toyouth emigration!'said the Independe

pension to 66 in January, 2014; 67]in

PNt
;Tagl\/chrath Blasts

- .
Economic

"The S Court ruli . '
e Supreme Court ruling was ma n(; Sovere|gnty Myth

ect
Deputy Finian McGrath TD hgs
ful strongly challenged the Taoiseach onp
Ceconomic sovereignty following hf
addressto the nation'Of course | welco
the bail-out exit but to say that we regairfe
our economic sovereignty is a mytbaid
McGrath. "The E.U. still control o

budgets and we will still have more cutj
N the disabled, mass unemployment

€ Dublin Bay North TD. He also said {
.the Taoiseach needsto change his direq

Ireland, and it is backed up with data.
Ireland has a high level of technigal
capability. We have a lot of talent|in
delivering new services to global markets.
These metrics show Ireland's matuyity
curve. We can use those data sefs to
improve performance."

*

FTE: A full-time equivalent, someti

new German Government intends
MSntroduce earlier retirement on fyll

2021 and 68in 2028, has not caused Ifish . A
people to change their retirement gogls. [0 kick start the economy.  Specula

Research found people are happy to workand greed is still going on under his wa
beyond the age of 65 if most of their peprsas seen in the latest C R C scam and
were also working" Evening Echp| top-upsfor Governmentadvisers. Fin
23.12.2013). _ Deputy McGrath challenged the Taoise
The Irish labour giant snores on! The o the debt issue. "It will weigh  this
to country down for years'said McGrath.
16 December, 20§3
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Value Added

"Each Irish worker delivers six times
more profit per annum than his/her
Western European counterpart—only
Americanworkers are comparable, aney
study shows" Ifish Examine,
1.11.2013).

PwC Ireland's inaugural study on
human, capital metrics, unveiled at thg
American Chamber of Commerce
business summit, in Dublin, on Octobe
31, 2013, shows that Irish workers cos
more, but they have markedly lower
absenteeism and lower staff turnover ang
crucially, they deliver the profit results
that keep FDIForeign Direct Investmeht
interest focused on these shores.

Ireland has a high cost base, but this i
balanced by high profit per FTE. Costs pe
FTE (ull, time equivalent, see belpn
Ireland are 208,000, which is higher thar
Western Europe. However, Ireland'’s profi
per FTE is considerably higher, at 24,000
compared to just 4,000 for Western
Europe.

In addition, Ireland is on top compared
to our European peers—the profit pe
FTE is 2,729 in the UK, 4,801 in the
Netherlands, and 11,482 in Switzerland

Crucially, for every single unitinvested
in Ireland, the employer gets back 1.36—
significantly better than in other Europear
states.

Based on the 2012 performance o
25,000 Irish-based workers, PwC's stud
also offers a fascinating insight into how|
upper-tier employers are now using
human-capital metrics to support their
core business decisions.

But, while Irish workers top the
performance leagues, Human Resourcq
Directors in many Irish-based
multinational corporations (MNCs) have
yet to significantly utilise these new
metrics to underpin the investment pitche

they make to their global headquarters—
in Ireland's case, this most often meanpg

back to their US headquarters, where ug
of such metrics is gaining pace.

"FromaU.S. perspective, we are seeingthe Dartmouth College case of 18]

that companies are realising the need t(
drive on with these kind of metrics", said
Scott Pollock, leader of workforce metrics

at PwC's nerve centre in Saratoga, USA.

He was in Dublin for the American
Chamber event.
"Businesses are realising the truth in

the mantra that 'people are your mos|
important asset'. In the U.S., people ar

PILLARS continued

states on page 310The Judiciary...
became the principal means by whi
popular legislatures were controlled n
limited".

The development of corporations w
a great form of propulsion in bringing th
thinking to be the predominant logic f
American jurisprudence. It arose beca
the previous method of getting goc
leading citizens to build public infra
structure for the good of the nation
exchange for monopolies or furth
privileges was found to be inefficient
,the rapidly-growing continent, filling with
new men. In the case of Jefferson

case. Again remembering Wood, pa
5297

"For even as late as the eve of {
revolution, the modern distinctio
between public and private life was st
not clear."

He draws further on the dilemma
page 300:

{

there might be a tweak from time to i
the generally-perceived wisdom at e
critical juncture has been that the bals
was even and benign. Politicians in pa
ch cular lined up to say how much tHE
bt respected the independence of
Judiciary.
hs | submitthatwe haveindulged oursel
s in complete deception. When we sta
r unwind the weave of the late twenti
secentury and in current Western governa
d it becomes much more obvious that
balance is very much tilted in favour of
n Judiciary. Vincent Browne, for all
br faults, discovered this some time ago.
n also clear that the realm of the Judicia
notabout peopleer se, but rather identiti
he of personalities. Amongst the identit

thought the old system immoral in agy are the Judges themselves, a group of

ge lawyers who are a sort of choreogray
in the courtroom theatre where the sefpi

he barristers are the main dancers.

W barristers' clients are petty criminal

Il casesi.e. causes that have been pasH
to them by solicitors. Other identitif
include giant corporations (as perso

N often huge beasts of the multinati
blue chip flavour. Parliament and Govg

"In republican America, governme
would no longer be merely priva
property. Could the people's perso
rights meaningfully exist apart from th
people's sovereign power expressed
their assemblies.”

PrIVATE PROPERTY
After the Constitution the idea d
corporation were hugely transformed

back to Wood on the subject in Chap
11, page 312:
"Atthe sametime as these corporatid

increased in number,
exclusivity, they lost most of their earlié

regarded as private property. As priva
property as might be vested by t
legislatures in private individuals, the
corporations now became exempt frg
further legislative interferencggharters

their forfeiture belongs solely to the

> courts of Justice)"

e
We might recall there was subsequer

regarding'...corporations which judge
eventually transformed into private righ
bearing persons!{Gold, page 314).
There has been a presumption in f
countries like our own of a constitution
necessity to follow in an American trad
tion going back to the early days of the
 republic to balance power between
Lexecutive and legislature on one side
the Judicial system on the other. Wh

continued on page 25

their number mushroomed. Again go?rpg

shed thgqir

public character as well and were mqre

I

ment are also identities who are respg
on this plane but | would suggest V|

%t
al much in the role of junior partners.

e
N Soa corporation can sue a Govern
perhaps on the basis that they might
lostwhat was potential future profits ba
§ on parliamentary legislation. Or they mi
d appeal to the European Court of Justidg
as to make sure the necessity of
almighty Market not to be curtailed. I
this type of thinking that the only read
for existence or for culture or sod
NS organisation is to serve this market w
theunseen hanthkes care of all.

er

r

;
te We have also become a heavy litigi

e society whereby other methods of
be tration are by-passed so that the I
M people don't miss out on business. A
politicians operate with a form of thinki
whereby all of the logos is a form
legalistic metaphor. We have been foq
tly into thinking there is an expanding ma
9, ine stretching out which will in ti
- encompass all our needs and proble
s the natural justice lives strong in
tabernacle of the law house architect
ee Hence there is plenty of scope for
hl parties to take positions that will m3g
i- people sit up and think.
Bir
e (All quotations from Gordon S. Wog
dChapter 11A History Of Rights In The Idea

le America Penguin, 2011.)

Sean O Riai




PILLARS continued

Meanwhile, onthe Net, the reporter h
to constantly be on the hop to keep upw
competition with ever more colourfy
technical gimmicks and attention-grabbi
methods, to keep the attention of
browsing audience with short, snappy 3
vibrant reports. If you want more deta
you have to mine for it. The consumer h
never had so much items and detai
discussion material but never less tims
give it extended consideration.

ments, the market, and the interest of fhedominated by a hurricane of intensity t
general public, Gamma and Delta cp- no serious contradiction of the self-sa
operate and thus coming up with begststated wisdom will be tolerated.

as practice, offering internships and seekipg Ambitious young solicitors are unlike

ithpartnerships in business, science gndo bring the displeasure of 'me wise 3
| public administration to achieve thie honourable lords' upon themselves.

g optimum result. One of the guests at theabove trait is particularlwidespreadin

atwin pillars conference is our old friend
ndAlpha. Of course, by networking, Alphp

, Ireland and Britain. So for example, w
apenal and probation system to study,

il deals with independent experts apdcan elicit thestatus qudas developed [

asresearch foundation. Alpha now provides soft sentencing policy on hardenjg

edmost of the news stories that are carriedbycriminals. | am not proclaiming a

toprofessional journalists. People buy neyspreference for the above policy or
products. The Governments fund Univgr- hardline policy adopted by a jurisdicti
sities andindustrial relations infrastructuye like the state of Texas. (Both have thgi

NEws HARVESTERS

Let us go back to our idea of ney

harvesters. We will give a name now t

particular link in the production chain. |t
may have a few members but we
make a composite example which we

call Alpha. Alpha does several things.| It

VS

gives background to the challenges facjng
agiven sector and lists the critical succegse
that have accrued from the sector. Algha

also broadcasts to news outlets

Government the resumes of key rec m_times and do not seemto follow the calli
mended people who are the main actorf in

the field. Alpha can quote reports explajn- cooperate with the levers of influenc
ing why aregrettable mistake in a sectof in P . : '
eSrome may argue a solution lies

the pastwas not as bad as it seemed.

modes often held up as better alternatijes

produce bad results just as frequently.
course Alpha reminds those that nee

atell us what to think.

dtoday, journalism attracts a number

where employers groups are a partner
some other foundations. Then the expe

How can a journalist with a deadline |
expected to sift through all the informatid
to try to ascertain its credibility and whe
and how he/she can access alternat

eliable information in a very controlle
period of time? It may be argued th

an@dvantages and disadvantages.) The

rtgs that in Britain and Ireland going back]
the 1970s there was never a proper dis
sion or debate or any sort of consultat
e with the population at large. It is amazi
n how there was such simultaneous inj
e pendentunanimity coming to a simila
veenlightenment and accidental conserg
1 of perceived wisdom by the justices. TRi
pt all emerged a bit like the selection of
pf new leader of the Tories at infor

people with less spine than in previo
of standing up to authority but rath
maximum enforcement of plurality

separate information suppliers and t
they would have to compete and ten

IS gatherings in rural England mansions
g until the early 1960s.
r
THe U.S. SsTEM

Most legal systems in the West der
some or a lot of inspiration from t
atAmerican system which arose out of
errevolution on that continent over

n

know, how the sector in unfairly suffering

from the lack of due recognition and a
reassurance that the key decision-ma

in the sector know what they are doing.

Currently, in our information sphere |f

for Government business. No one gropphundred years ago. Yet the system t
would have the right to control more thgn developed would have been impossi
ord certain percentage of the lobbyist andwithout the existence of the Americ
market research industry and benefigjal constitution. While thinking about this
ownership would be transparent. Othgrswas drawn back to the excellent book
might argue the Government should spgndGordon S. WoodReflections on the birt
more on research but be more selectjveof the United StateOn drawing up tha

you are an expert or you control the pufse

strings of experts, you cantrump all cou
arguments. So who are Alpha's clienfs
This is a field that is truly remarkablg.
Banks, Employer groups, Universiti
even Charities give their custom to fir

such as Delta. Delta commissions repofts,

~Subject to having a strong revie
“committee which could provide a healtl

' that at present the Establishment

and perhaps nationalise the entire proc

critical commentary. What is certain

brushing all of this under the carpet.

sgjocument such diverse people as Ad{
v and Madison wished to make thadgnu
y opusthe strong pillar of society in thg
s United States. Adams felt there was
ismuch democracy about and that in
State Assemblies the representatives

sponsors conferences, provides serie
seminars with cross-disciplinary charac

usually of an international flavour. At thHe

sametime, giant corporations like oil co
panies, speculators, some Governme

and foundations do their own reseaich

that is not for public consumption. THh
latter store this knowledge with a servig

provider called Gamma. This entity sifts
through the data : highlights the gopd

points but also retains salient poirjts
regarding what might be perceived as |
points.

Now, inthe interest of furthering huma
knowledge andin being helpful to Gover

not enough cut from the cloth of excq
tional men. Madison feared that any fo
n of government could potentially devel
it into a form of repression. As Wood sta
s?on page 309:
V? "Indeed they perceived thatthe libertje
t  of individuals that is negative liberty.
n- could actually be turned against posit
he liberty or self-government. The courtsg.
k  concerningindividual rights exclusivel

ty
ia.
PS
m
il
sonever be the last word. Further on,

of

r THE JuDICIARY

Another of the issues providing &
immediate challenge is the Judiciary. I
made to work for society's current need
Onwhatbasis does itderive its legitimac
Do we base our presumptions about
through a series of myths and miscg
ceptions? One may reflect on how t
private opinions of judges usually leg
out (never accredited) through univers
theocrats and legal experts in the mec

hat begins as a brief fluttering of leav
in a gentle breeze builds up momenty
n (little challenged, barely debunked) un
h- such time as a public discourse is

nts

e
e_
i
D
ts and private matters concerning individ

rights required adjudication n
legislation.”

a

continued on
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The Pillars Of Soclety

Are they proved correct—those th4t the issues. One of the three issues | wish talisagreement about who should sufffer

claim in the early twenty-first century thdt list | will not deal with in detail here, bu
ideology is dead, all philosophy is bunk will return to in a later article, namel
and that parties dividing on points qf Democratic health. Where once we h

liability. Rather | am discussing (whg
some would describe as) the post-moddgrn
hdphenomena of the harvesting, distributig@in

principle are due for extinction? Perhaps Cardinals and Bishops today it is nigh ¢n and husbandry of news items or banks]pf

it is the case that society and groups |ofimpossible to tackle the elites in th
people who continue to invest their hope medical profession. To seek to rectify f
indemocracy, State institutions, structurgspoor treatment as an ordinary individu
for civil disagreementand pursuitof griey- is a lonely furrow to plough. This is

ances now require parties to stronglly particular nightmare if one hasto overcor
contest and give proper due scrutiny pninstitutional ill treatment by the Mentg
redesigned platforms considering currgnthealth service. In my modest offering
realities. Thus we live in societies bas¢dwill begin to address News making ar

e discussion material.

br  Lobby groups, public relations consul
al ants and a myriad of market analysig-
h behaviourist Researchers and comm
neication promoters acquire and store vst
| quantities of data. A portion of it is ob

| jective data, though open to all kinds §f
d interpretation. Another portion is basq

on new points of difference where the the Judiciary in the latter case tracing on early preparatory study, or is relatedfo

shaping of stable localities, the under- some of its historical development th
writing of social infrastructure and to some came to dominate the Western mindse
degree the exercise of alevel of fairnesgin

human habitual conditions is painted and MEebiA

At surveys or case studies which can

t. limited in scope, only holds the water (
credibility until another report contradict
it six months later on equally valid parg

e

redrawn on a daily basis. When | speak of News making, | a

not referring to the well-worn argument

It is arguably of prime importance t¢ of plurality of ownership of the media an
recognize that some issues and the dedigim particular the best-selling organs in t
framework in our order of power angl traditional print media. Nor indeed, am
administration have been ignored ¢r treating of the tension between public a
untested for far too long. In the case pfprivate, or the means by which one ¢
Western politics, if explained to a visiting pursue libel—or the other side of the co
Martian in a few sentences, we could spyas to how a select few might try to bul
the second half of the twentieth-centufy editors with threats of libel writs an
amounted to a discussion on the needda

meters. A particular problem for any of

is sifting through the immense density

the data along with the sectoral and wo
e based jargon.

| At the same time, we have the pub
ndindulgence of the experts with their offici
hnstamps. Specialists are protected b

n University orafoundation or apeerreviey.
y A third portion is composed of pure licg
I and phantoms. The mostimportant porti

which we can call D, is a mixture 0

provide a necessary base of welfajle Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
entitlement to the bulk of the populatio “ offered special rates on other publications
to be PfQV'ded .by taxation enaqted , Irish Political Review is published by
democratic parliaments. The main di ‘ - the IPR Group: write to—
agreemgnts were based on: .the amo nt 1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
needed in cash, what way to raise the tages Bray, Co. Wicklow  or
needed to pay forit, what conditions Should 33 A¢nol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or
be attached, and how it would be admini

tered with . ¢ . ¢ P2 Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT
ered with a view 1o minimize waste angl .y pour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029

or political coercion. C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork
Subscription by Post:

12 issues: Euro-zone & World Surface: €40;
Sterling-zone: £25

Electronic Subscription:
€ 15/ £12 for 12 issues

THREE PILLARS

I might shortlist a sample three pillar

that are amongst a cluster of matters that
should be looked at as a matter of priority.

We would hope that a plurality of sugges]- (or € 1,30/ £1.10 per issuc)
ions would be taken up on how progre§s You can also order from:

A+B+C but with added hyperbolae a
fantastic hard sell that can simultaneous
cause one to react with projectile traff
sickand just as easily get carried along
the sheer excitement and infectious ener

‘_<‘<

By a process of evolution in the medi
world professional journalists—be the
in print, TV or on the Net—have less a
less time to check facts, or to sub-edit
themselves. We are living through a pafp-
doxical phenomena where print med
have more and more empty pages to fjl,
TV stations are on around the clock afjd
get news feeds constantly from across fhe
globe, which they in turn transmit to a
our living rooms on demand.

might be made on each and every onejo ttps://www.atholbooks-sales.org

continued on page 31
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