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Albert Reynolds The Mystery Of

Albert Reynolds was a doer and implementer, who as Taoiseach saw througHito Al Ireland
completion the Haughey revolution in Northern policy, EU re-alignment and eco
re-development, issues seen by their creator as a single, inseparable whole. Thi
had overthrown the catastrophic legacy of crises in all three fields inherited fr 11 e , .

. . r_until de Valera's famous speech is
Lemass and Lynch Governments of 1960-70s, that had incapacitated the stat or%w? o .
decades. quo ed.as the starting/finishing point on

Reynolds, after just two years as Taoiseach, was unseated in a still mysteuplis the tl??algiltorialise d-
in 1994, in which the Labour Party, egged oThglrish Timeswhose Editor, Con '

Brady, proclaimed thdpublic life will not be greatly the poorer for his departure fr » )
office”) played an unsavoury role as messenger. Reynolds, who entered politigs as%$o" Of Ireland was—ra land whose

. . - countryside would be bright with cosy
supporter of Haughey following the Arms Conspiracy Trial of 1970, deservesfito benomesteads whose fields and villages
remembered and praised for completing the Haughey transformation strategy, aghievggh,id be jo’yous with the sounds of
in the face of the unbridled hostility of the Dublin political and media Establishnents.industry, with the romping of sturdy

Lemass had famously reorganised the Irish State on the principle that trale armhildren, the contest of athletic youths
business were the cure for all ills and that the business of politics was business. Infis fir@itd the laughter of happy maidens...”
Government he had acted on the basis that the role of Government was to remov@ politids was a quintessentially anti-urban
as a barrier to business, a delusion in which he was greatly encouraged by the theft leaddfi°" and. to a considerable extent, it

. . . . . - as actually been realised. Thanks to a
of the Free World in London and Washington (who rewarding him with a patrofisin liberal planning regime, we now have
TIME cover), irritated as they had been since Irish wartime neutrality at the confinueghaif a million individual houses dotted
anomalous existence of the De Valerite state in their midst. Reynolds' achievemgnt waser the countryside—the majority
to complete the overthrow of Lemass's legacy. urban-generated and dependent on cars

even for basic everyday needs. This has
orldfgtonly scarred Ireland's landscapes, but
It wifhsO sucked the life out of our towns and
d aSvi lages." (20 August).

usebhis begs the question—what does the
digissTimesmean by rural Ireland? De
Valera did not create this way of life—he

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 7

Otgtcghelrish Timeshas done a series on
rHraQXreland and as per usual it does get

"We all know what Eamon de Valera's

De Valera had created a sovereign, autonomous State acting operating in the
association with other "free nations" and nations yetto be free, and on this basis d
the reluctantly withdrawing Imperial Power, with the WW1 victor Powers organi
the "League of Nations" and, notably, in the construed crisis over Danzig that w
to cause yet a second World War. These were concepts and strategies in whic

Gaza about30to 1. And, asthisis being written, interview toAl Jazeera The interviewer
they are negotiating on the terms of ceasewas polite but well-informed on the detail
Ariel Sharon promised that Israelwould fire, through the medium of their friends ofthe Israeli/Gazarelationship, as Western
hit the Palestinians until they begged forin the elected military dictatorship in interviewers of Israeli spokesmen never
mercy. His successors have done theifEgypt—a military dictatorship which are—or if they are they don't let it show.
best to deliver on his promise, but they ordered the electorate to vote for it, or Being continually checked on attempted
seem to be no closer to achievement tharelse! misrepresentations of recent events, he
they were when he fell into his coma. They are negotiating while pretending suddenly blurted out that, if all Israel
In the last large-scale operation againstnot to because the alternative is to keep orwanted to do was kill Palestinians, there
Gaza they killed 1400 Palestinians at thekilling, the begging for mercy being were easier ways it might do it than by
costof 14 Jews. Thatwas an attrition rationowhere in sight. invading Gaza. But are there?
of 100 to 1 in their favour. This time they
killed 2,000 at the cost of 60: a ratio of A retired Israeli diplomat gave along Israelisaprotegé state. ltwas conceived

continued on page 7



protégé Jack Lynch, sought to deal with
the subsequent crisis, through incitement
followed by disengagement, and cul-
minating in the great lie of the Arms
Conspiracy Trial, disoriented the State for
a decade and a half. Its constitutional
disorientation caused the unmasking of
the Lemassian delusion of the business of
politics as business, as the brief decade in
the economic sun gave way to stagnation
and economic crisis. Lynch had pursued
EEC membership on the basis of the
Lemassian business maxim, despite well-
founded warnings from the then very
substantial Irish Trade Union movement
that adequate arrangements for economic
convergence, social policy catch up and
political security were not being provided
for. Within a decade, with both FF and
Coalition Governments blindly following

in the Lynch line, Ireland found itself
locked into an unparalleled spiral of social
and economic crisis, along with being
incapacitated politically by the ongoing
Northern 'situation’ which had the effect—
as predicted by De Valera—of a substantial
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(back page) Charles Haughey broke the cycle of
economic decay and the creeping returnto

Correction to last month's editorial on Gaza: British dependency of the 'non-political
On page 2, column 2, para 1: Change 1947 Border to 1967 Border southern State. His highly contested and

Below that change 1049 to 1949 viciously lampooned Governments of

1979-81 and 1982-83, with the Dublin
media elite closely aligned with carefully
nourished internal FFheaves"against
his leadership, represented a first run at
overturning the two decade experimentin
Lemassian non-political Government.
For Haughey, the issues of the North-
ern War, the Republic's sovereignty, and

had little involvement or notion of, as he unavoidable conclusion that he had to
kept diligently to his remit as Minister for ignore the North and to minimise any
Industry and Commerce. Later as Taoi- leverage its politics gave Britain to disrupt
seach he acted in a continuation of thatthe establishing of Irish state sovereignty.
Ministerial role, willing to undertake any This included ruthlessly excluding any
political concession abroad that appearedrole for the State in assisting the Northern
to benefit his trade-and-business agendaCatholics intheir predicament ofimprison- ; .
. . . 2 . . . the chronic economic underdevelopment
But he was in tune with the times in this mentinthe Northern entity. In establishing : . .
} ) . : of the South were inextricably inter-
attitude, and with a majority of the young southern sovereignty he was undoubtedly o
. . . L2 mm related: indeed were all parts of the same
cubs of Fianna Fail and, despite assertiongight in this. . "
; : thing. To the outrage of the opposition
to the contrary by Lemass's many hagio- . . .

’ . . and Dublin media, he took the then tiny
graphers, de Valeranotonly neverimpeded Lemass, for his part, as Taoiseach, ecretariat known as tHBepartment of
him but, accepting the right of a new appearstohave naivelypursuedapoliticals . oep:

. . . . the Taoiseachand turned it into the all-
generation to change course, assisted himrapprochementwith Stormont on the dominatina Chancellershio of the southern
on his rise to power. ‘principle’ that joint business dealing would State"Stragt]e ic"mattersof?orei npolic

wash away the political problems of the : g gn policy,

On the North, De Valera had been statelet. In encouraging Captain O'Neill Northern policy and—_cr|t|caIIy—the
. . X : . management of the Social Partnership on
convinced that the manner in which to start running the place as if he was the .
" " . . L the German model he was attempting to
Northern Ireland" had been established, actual Prime Minister of an actual State— . .
o . . AT . kick start, were removed from subordinate
with its unique form of semi-detachment a fantasy activity his Unionist forebears . )
o ) : Departments and centralised under his
from the British state and the role imposed had scrupulously avoided—Lemass, ;
e : ) . leadership at the Department of the
on the reluctant Unionists to act as sub-intentionally or otherwise, unleashed a :
) ; o : " . Taoiseach.
jugators of the Catholic minority, was period of autonomous "Northern Ireland
purposefully designed as a lever for British Government behaviour, whichsoonended To much noisy criticism, he renovated
control over the Free State, and a curb onin the catastrophe of 1969. the dilapidated Government Buildings,
its potential sovereignty. Britain taunted  Having stirred up the catastrophe, theexpelled subordinate offices from them
the new State with thé&unity" it could southern State could no longer absolveand made them into the Chancery of the
have if only it ditched its adherence to itself from the fate of the North. But the new Department. He declarédorthern
"full sovereignty.' De Valera came to the contrary manner in which Lemass's Ireland" a "failed entity" and opened



negotiations with British Premier Thatche
AL RN el IR R W=l MR iglgelile]: ETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
bilateral agreement in concert with th
actual forces on the ground in the North. D

In foreign affairs he broke with the EEC'$ :
"solidarity" with Britain over its war on Remembermg 1918

Argentina, but also followed a strategy af ~ On 11th November 1918 a pro-British mob broke into Sinn Fein HQ in Dublin's

'leap frogging' over Britain and deeply Harcourt Street and left the unarmed Seumus O'Kelly, once Ireland's youngest Editor
aligning the Irish state with France ang (Skibbereen Eag)eand author of the novellaThe Weaver's Gravejured and dying.
Germany, something he carried out wit O'Kelly was editing the party's paper whilst its regular Editor, Arthur Griffith, was |n a
considerable aplomb by nourishing close British Gaol after being rounded up for the fabricated "German Plot".

political friendships with Francois Mitter- | believe that Remembrance Day should be used every year to bring these consideratio
and and Helmut Schmidt. Irish diplomats t0 the notice of everyone in these islands.
—Fine Gael by inclination—were ordered Donal Kennedy

against their better judgement to support

every initiative towards deeper European ., qision in continuation of his previous €conomy. Mostindustries at the time were
integration proposed by France or government efforts. British subsidiaries or what was politely
Germany regardless of any antagonism™ rpis \vas hased on a formula of Social referred to agold money’ i.e. Protestant
this caused with Britain. Partner agreement to a debt reductioncapital, mainly of the rent-seeking
But The Irish Timesat the moment of priority in return for growth-led wage unproductive kind. The boom of_the 1990s
its greatest influence in the State, was tolncreases, taxreductions and participationwas a profoundly different affair, and for
have its day. The Haughey Governmentin the economic management of thetheflrsttlm_eaﬁlnd|genoussect0rWhlch
was unseated in November 1982 in theCountry. One of the leading architects of acted confidently on the world stage was
midst of a chaoti®GUBU" atmosphere the Agreement on the Trade Union side, created, and flourished under the tutelage
largely generated by the newspaper,Phil Flynn, was also Vice President of of the State.
despite the best efforts of its then Editor, Sinn Féin, whom Fitzgerald had barred y N _
Douglas Gageby. Four years of acuteGovernment from dealing with. Flynn Irish politics was deeply divided at this
economic decline and continued NorthernShared Haughey's view of the nascenttime between Haughey's Fianna Fail and
war ensued. But when Garret Fitzgerald 'Peace process', EU integration and SociaAll-the-Rest, with All-the-Rest cheer led
launched the "Forum for a New Ireland" Partnership as all aspects of the saméy The lIrish Timesand its derivative
in 1984, based on the precise principlesthing. Dublin media. This ultimately produced a
with which Haughey had engaged with  !n EU affairs Haughey formed a close string of Tribunals designed to array
Thatcher in 1981-82, he participated alliance with the Commission leader and Fianna Fail as a criminal conspiracy, but
enthusiastically. However, under Fitz- Prophet of a deeply integraté&ocial i the end came up with little more than
Gerald and Labour, the Social PartnershipEurope’; Jacques Delors, to whom Suther- Speculative opinions at enormous cost to
arrangements carefully put in place in landwas deeply hostile. Haughey replacedthe exchequer. In one of th? interminable
1980-83 were abruptly dismantled, the Sutherland and restored the Irish coalitionheaves against Haughey's leadership,
Department of the Taoiseach was brokenWith France and Germany, supporting their Albert Reynolds replaced him in 1992 in
up, and the European agenda—despiteEU integration strategy to the hilt and what was really a compromise move to
the best efforts of Frank Cluskey of the famously breaking the British-instigated keep the anti-FF wolves from the door
Labour Party—reverted to a trade agendadeadlock at the Council of Ministers folllov_vmg a lrebelllon on an alleged point
pure and simple, personified in the appoint-meeting he chaired in 1990 by forcing of ‘principle’ by the Lynchite remnant, the
ment of the Anglophile civil servant and through a Council decision in support PDs, fundamentalists in the business of
later multi-millionaire chairman of German Unification. politics as business-or Reynolds there

Goldman Sachs International, Peter was no political disagreeme_nt with
Sutherland, as Ireland's Commissioner Haughey's composite Northern-EU- Haughey, butpurely the need, dictated by
with the brief for"Competition Economic strategy was the framework for intolerable circumstances generated
the Partnership-supporteétProgramme around the Government, that to save the
Haughey in opposition vigorously for National Recovery{PNR) of 1987, Party Haughey would have to step down.
opposed Fitzgerald's Anglo-Irish Agree- and subsequent 3-year Agreements. But Reynolds, a tough businessman
ment of 1985 as a purely bi-Governmental Within a decade, this had led to a doublingfrom Longford whose family's businesses
arrangement to the exclusion of Northern of Irish GDP, a reduction of the national provided thousands of jobs for Irish
forces, a view eminently justified con- debt to insignificant levels, a workforce Workers, knew well the Irish bourgeoisie
sidering the Unionist grass roots rebellion grown by 80%, living standards raised created by the Haughey revolution, and
and escalation in violent confrontation from 60% of the European average to overalso that their prosperity depended on
that ensued. But later, on returning to 100% and the Good Friday Agreementcontinued State supervision of their
power, he retained it, while nourishing the starting a new dispensation in the North. nourishment. As Minister for Industry
nascent Hume/IRA coalition to give the and Commerce he took seriously the
Agreement a potential substructure for The Lemass boom of the 1960s hadnhational strategies—set out in the Telesis
future development. On that return to failed to produce what is euphemistically Reportand elsewhere—ofthe need for the
Governmentin 1987, he also immediately known as a sustainabléndigenous  State tdpick championsih Irishindustry
putin place a Partnership Agreementwithsector" i.e. a substantial native Irish and scale them up to internationally
Trade Unions and employers which he bourgeoisie or business class that wassompetitive standards, an approach that
had been quietly building while in more than a servile supplier to the British later made him the focus tforruption”
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allegations at théBeef Tribunal economic take-off of the 1990s. This was and deal with it as a Kantian 'thing in
the payback by France and Germany foritself', and secondly to describe him as a
When Reynolds the businessman be-Ireland's consistent support for their "pragmatist’; which is code for a non-
came Taoiseach in a new regime thatstrategy of European integration. political and therefore worthy type of
included as coalition partner the Irish Fianna Fail Taoiseach, a leader who
Labour Party, which had opposed and From 1989 Reynolds, as Minister for dispenses witlideology" (an accolade
then just carped at Social Partnership as &inance and then Taoiseach, was involvedusually reserved for Lemass and Lynch,
"Fianna Fail racket"Trade Unionleaders intwo Coalition arrangements with hostile for the same purposes). On both counts
in near panic sought a meeting with the parties, first the Lynchite remnant, the they are wrong.
new Taoiseach for an assurance that thd>Ds, and then Labour, the thrust of whose It is no coincidence that what decided
system would continue. Reynolds made it programmes was the need for the elimin-Reynolds to enter politics was th&rms
very clear that he had no intention of ation of Fianna Fail from Irish politics. Trial" of 1970. He had been a very
doing anything otherwise. Had he not This necessarily made for tense coalitionsuccessful businessman in the entertain-
been Haughey's chief Minister (Finance) relations. When the leader of the PDs, ment world with no political background.
for over three years of the process? while in Government, used the "Beef Butthe Arms Conspiracy Trial convinced
Tribunal" to attack the Taoiseach as him of the central need for Irish develop-
Reynolds also turned his attention to corrupt, Reynolds responded by calling ment of a successful ‘resolution’ of the
Northern affairs, where the emergence ofDes O.Malley a liar and precipitating an abomination that was "Northern Ireland".
what Sinn Féin the Workers Party (SFWP) election in which the PDs were virtually He was elected to the Dail in 1977 and
and Independent Newspapers jointly obliterated. He then formed a new and aligned himself closely with the Haughey
decried as th&an-nationalist fronthad  apparently more stable coalition with group against Lynch's disastrous leader-
continued to be nourished through the Labour, which had campaigned on aship. He served as a Minister in all
Haughey years and was now bearing fruitprogramme of the unsuitability of Fianna subsequent Fianna Fail-led Governments,
through the Hume-Adams process. ThisFail for power. including in Finance from 1988, and was
was denounced at the time virtually much praised for his efficiency and his
unanimously by the Dublin media. a doubling of Labour support from its personal decency in these roles.

usual 12% on anidealistic and impossiblest Reynol_ds was a Catho_hc of the type
\ . _common in Ireland at the time, and of the
programme of'open and transparent ; £ . ; L
. ; Fianna Fail variety that took its religion
L . .. government and a rolling wave of liberal . o
economic (i.e. Social Partnership) . from Rome but its politics from home. He
) : reform that had no apparent end-point. .
guestions as one and the same thing, an ot havina an end-ooint. such a bro supported the general pro-Life mood of
have had to acknowledge that the 9 PoInt, prog

ramme could onlv sustain itself by ever the early 1980s but later, in Government,
"Downing Street Declarationdf 1993 y y sought to deal with the inextricable

encompassed the principles established rtnorerad|caldemandsorcollapse. DesF"tqegalisms of the abortion controversy
through a referendum to bring about the

. e - ahigh unemployment and widespread
the time of I_—iaughey sfa|I9d entity poverty, socio-economic issues played o
speech and his meetings with Thatcher. . . . . level of change acceptable to a majority of
. . little role in the Spring Tide—on these ) . X

There is much make-believe and fantasy : the population. His Government without
. . . ~“matters there were few real differences ST
in the eulogies written on Reynolds on his with Eianna F4il which was already in a & fuss also decriminalised homosexual
death, including an absurd claimThe . . y practice. His appointment of Harry

) . . close alliance with the Trade Unions i .
Irish Examiney Fergus Finlay, former . : " Whelehan as President of the High Court

. . . . Labour negotiators were amazed in 1992~ ) L .
eminence griseof the Spring/Quinn . at first raised no objection from Dick

when Reynolds met all their demands and_._ . :
Labour Party, that Reynolds had _. ) Spring, and was probably intended as a
" ) , . simply incorporated them as the )
confronted'the IRA in no uncertainterms "Proaramme for Government" type of conservative check-and-balance
and forced them into a ceasefire! In fact it Bl?t eaaed on by a triumphalist oress onthe overall liberal trajectory of ongoing
was Reynolds' position that there could besatura{teg%vith Trib)L/lnaI covgra e aFr)1d anconstitutional change, and only sub-
no "process'without the involvement of assumption that Govemmemgbusinesssequentlywasconstrued as a controversy.
Sinn Féin-IRA, whose leadership for its P : But Albert Reynolds deserves to be
: should be a free range to which the press .

part had been working for a decade to remembered and valued particularly for
produce justsuch aprocess asthe Downin%

had total access, the mis-handling of an. ) .
xtradition case by the Attorney General implementing to completion the Haughey
Street Declaration enabled them now to
unleash.

The "Spring Tide" of 1992 saw nearly

Reynolds, as his obituary writers have
agreed, also saw the Northern and

d . revolution in overturning the disastrous
led Labour, under intense media pressurel_emass-Lynch legacy ofaon-political”

driven by a version of events somehow State, through the continued implement-
In his short period as Taoiseach, broughtleaked through UTV and the BBC, to _..” ' g ) Implemt
ation of the Haughey revolution in policy

to an end in November 1994 by an walk out of Government. In the end the . 7
o . ; . L : . towards the North, EU alliances and Social
unclarified palacecoup in which the impossiblist liberal expectations raised . )
. . Partnership. These were balls that in less
Labour Party acted as messenger, Reyby Labour—which were no more realis- .
. . o .. sure-footed hands could easily have
nolds had so embedded both the Sociabble under its subsequent coalition with . .
. . . ., dropped. This in the last resort was his
Partnership process and the NorthernFine Gael and Democratic Left—meant it reatest achievement
Peace Process that they were continuedreturned in 1997 to its traditional 12%. 9 '

however reluctantly at first, by the FG/ Next month Irish Political Review
Labour/DL regime that ruled for the  The obituary writers following Rey- hopes to carry an article
subsequentthree years. Reynolds had alsoold's death have been at pains to achieve about the Irish Times role
continued the EU strategy of the Haugheytwo things—firstly to hermetically seal in bringing down the Reynolds
years, securing very large tranches of EUoff his period in power from any continuity in 1994

structural funds which bankrolled the with the preceding Haughey Government



Review: Ciara Meehan, A Just Society For Ireland? 1964-1987 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013) Haughey's pollc_:y was d'reCted_at
developing the Irish economy, with

D financial separation from sterling a part of
the strategy. A British Cabinet Memoran-

. dum of 28th November 1978 by Labour
Just SOC|ety? Chancellor of the Exchequer Denis Healey
This book is about Fine Gael 's social steadily increasing Catholic Irish minority expresses the extent of Irish inter-
policy from the 1960s to 1980s. Ciarain the Six Counties. Where conquestonnection with Britain, and the fear that
Meehan s alecturer in history currently at failed, demographics may continue. AndJreland would go into a European currency
the University of Hertfordshire and form- if the Northern Irish Protestant nation is to union without Britain. Here is a taste of

erly at University College Dublin. Thisis be brought to acquiesce in an eventualwhat he was saying:

her second book on Fine Gael: the firstunited Ireland, it will only be on the basis “1. The creation of a European
wasThe Cosgrave Party: A History Of of recognition of their national distinctive- Monetary System could cause the link
Cumann na nGaedheal, 1923-@®10). ness: a united Ireland would have to be a between Sterling and the Irish Pound (the
In this book Ciara Meehan skates over multi-national state. Butthewaytotryto  punt) to be broken... They are very

Fine Gael's personalities and programmes.bring that about with some prospect of ~Worried at the prospect of joining the

Her basic thesis is that, while declaring he success is not FitzGerald's way. exchange rate regime without us.

X ) L However, if we decide to stay out of it the
Was_|mplement|ng Declan Co_stello S ‘JU_St indications are that the Irish might well
Society' proposals, Garret FitzGerald in GERALD SWEETMAN go in without us.
facthad a differentagendawhen he became Ciara Meehan's thesis relates to two 2. ..arecentsurvey of Irish business-
a Minister and then Taoiseach. His condecades starting from the mid-sixties, but  men found that two-thirds favoured the
cern was with building a pluralist, rather she has an introductory chapter dealing retention of the link with sterling.
than just, society, while Costello wished with the earlier situation. She mentions Furthermore the Republic has always

to build a just society in conjunction with that Gerald Sweetman became Minister |00ked to the United Kingdom as a centre
for short-term liquidity,depositing funds

the Church. for Finance in 1954 at a time when Ireland here as well as borrowing short term;
_ _ __went into economic crisis.  She says that gimjjarly it has looked to the United

Meehan does not go into this  but Fitzg\yeetman fearedireland's economic  Kingdom as asource of long-term capital.
Gerald—like much of his generation— j,qenendence was at stake, such was the In both cases, the parity link has
believed that the objections of Northern depth of the crisistp9). eliminated the exchange risk. After a
Unionists to a united Ireland were based split, the attractions of the United
on the"special” position of the Catholic Kingdom as a centre would be much

Church in the Constitution. Reducing _ Aninterestingarticle which gave some  more uncertain..."

. history of the currency afterindependence
Church power would remove the main . . .
obstaclepto a United Ireland.  But event@PPeared nthesh Timeson 13th August. This interesting document is marked

With Church It's the on|y substantial piece by Markusecrett: It will be reproduced |nfu” ina
Hennessy that | am aware of. It traceduture issue ofA History Magazine,
Ireland's money arrangements from Church & State Itsessentialpurposeisto
factors: where Unionists declare theyndependence onwardSterling Centre seek Cabinet authority for imposing
could not possibly accept a lower standardStage In Debate On Scotland Indepen-Exchange Controls on Irelandinthe event
ofliving. Theirindustrial base disappeared d€nce Voie _ . of the currencies separating. As it hap-
and the Celtic Tiger arrived. Buttheyears  Since the 1840s, six of Ireland's nine pened, Sterling entered the ERM under
of Irish prosperity made no difference to Panks had the right to issue notes.  So, #e Tories in October 1990, but was forced
Unionist attitudes. Nor does the fact thathe time of Irish Independence, Irish bankst0 leave by the City of London on Black
Irish welfare standards continue to be WeTe issuing currency and continued to doFriday, 16th September 1992, while
more generous than those of the UK. EO- Tlge nodtets) nge iakaed by banrl1< assetteland remained within the ERM.

: y gold and by bank foreign exchange
 Norhm Pt ave bl v 2500 3407 DS LS5 g s s v g
part of the Irish heritage:fawommetry A Currency Commission was estab- sterling, though having its separate
and Poppyism cut no ice with them. lished in 1927 to supervise t.he '”S.h currency, this state of affal_rs was taken
Making this culture part of Irish culture CYTeNcy and it remained in being until Very much for granted in Ireland.
will not reconcile Protestants to a United "ePlaced by the Central Bank of Ireland in Governments pursued their economic

. ] policies—including Protectionism—
Ireland. They just want to be let be: andt943- ) oS
they maintain their link with Britain purely despite the Sterling link. Al through that

for that purpose. In June of this year | The late Pat Murphy used to say thatgrtzrmz Irish pound retained parity with
the role of Irish banking used to be to :

heard_GIe_nn Barr (a leader of the 1974]c I oihe i gfL don—end  One downside of this, as Mark
Constitutional Stoppage) say that he funneimoneyto the City ofLonaon—an H .

i i itai hat this remained the case until it was €NNESSy reminds us, was that the Punt
entirely distrusted Britain. But he thoughtt . .

keninhand by Charles Haughev. It wal/a@s subject to the crisis of the mother

Ulster Protestants were better off as second@ y gney : .

. : . L hat point that the Irish currency and currency. Sterling was devalued in 1949
class citizens in Britain than a third-class at t p y and 1967—and Ireland had to follow suit
minority in a United Ireland. financial arrangements took on a life of — W Suit.

their own. Ireland would also follow changes in
Inrecentyears Irish Governments have  There can be little doubt that labour and the British bank rate. In February 1955
more or less washed their hands of theeconomic activity follow capital. While the British bank rate was raised from 1.5%
North—a policy which willnotwork either  Irish capital was exported to Britain, so t04.5%. However thistime Gerald Sweet-
because, at the end of the day, there is avas Irish labour and Irish enterprise. man, now Minister for Finance in the

5

have proved otherwise.
power in abeyance, Unionist resistance
has continued. Similarly with economic



Coalition Government, did notfollow suit.  criticised the European Central Bank for "The bonds of European struggling
He persuaded the banks to leave the lowenot following the Anglo example. It  nationshavefallensharplyinrecentyears
rate in being. Hennessy says: contrasts the Eurozone bloc with American ~ @Mid_investor hunger for riskier
"Capitalfled. Bank credittocompanies@nd British practicein the US and the seourties..."
with credit lines in Britain jumped UK growth has been far stronger, un-  As theFinancial Timesioted on 22nd
substantially. Prompted by the low realemploymentis lower and inflation remains August, further ECB measures have since
interestrates, imports increased and meaunder control” (18.8.124Time Running  peen announced. There are to more cheap
exports fell. Early the following year, out For The ECR It is strange to read hank loans, totalling 2400 billion. And

the Government imposed heavy import .,.; e i ) .
duties. Imports quickly collapsed but othis description of the British economy. the ECB'would no longer withdraw about

did much of the domestic economy. D€SPilé COpious amounts @asingover o165 of liquidity each week from the
Emigration surged. In1957,1.8 percenihe last few years, Britain has been region's markets by 'sterilising' govern-

of the population left." undergoing the longest recession inyearsment bond purchases it made between

Ciara Meehan does not appear to beIn desperation Chancellor Osborne 2010".
rought in a raft of mainly non-monetar i i i i
aware ofthese developments. She mere& g y Y  Financial manipulation of markets to

. easures this year to stimulate economicstimulate pr tion is atrick in if
says that rean’s recovery ater the 21y “amonget hese was the easing omarket confdence s 1o be maiained. It
World V\./ar was weakest Of al .Europe.an lanning laws to stimulate home owners requires a strong State to do it as Germany
economies, exceptforSpain. Irish nanone{fO make improvements to their houses.discovered in the inter-war period. The
income grew by 8% between 1949 and g6 has also been ascheme to encouragayrozone is slowly finding its feet in this
1956, compared to British growth of 21%

: . first time buyers. It is these practical respect. If stimulating production were
and Continental Europe’s 40% (pg) Bu}neasureswhich flnallyllfted the economy. S|mp|y a matter of printing money, the

these figures surely must reflect the fact : o ; o )
that thg Irish inda/strial base was not 1 he fact is that, when capitalism is capitalist world would be a very different
stagnant, State use of direct levers topjacel!

da”_‘aged in the same was as EurOpesV\"”Eromote growth is more effective than
during the wartime period? Nor does

Meeh tion that Britain st q simply throwing money at the problem. i _ AUSTERITY
eehan mention that Britain starved g g Timeseditorial concludes ~tiS commonly said onthe Leftthat the
Ireland of vital imports, such as coal, in

that the general economic interests of the!'Sh working class did not benefit from

the immediate post-War period: a mov Ur0ZONe— the Celtic Tigeryears. Butthatfliesinthe
yvglcht I_ed to the collapse of some Irish “are best served by attempting what face of reality. Living standards un_dgr-
industries. has not been tried, but has already workedVeNnt & sea-change. Welfare provision

Incidentally, it was Sweetman who j, the US and the UK—a programme of Was also transformed; Poor Law attitudes
made T.K. Whittaker Secretary of the  quantitative easing. The ECBwould buy disappeared; and a culture of expectation

Department of Finance in 1956. government bonds to help revive the came into being.
These economic difficulties led to the ~ economy, lower the value ofthe euroand  \jith the slump of financial capital of
economiaapprochementf Ireland with C?ﬁfk ggﬂéagon. Time is not on the side 500g came the need to retrench.  Ireland
of the .

Britain of the late 1950s and early 1960s, has done a lot of this, painfully. It
and the eventual establishment of Free However, as thdrish Timesitself  continuesto do so, and it still is borrowing
Trade between the two countries. recently reported, the ECB has beento maintain standards, spreading the cost
intervening in practical ways to lift the of the crisis into the future. The ethos of
FiNANCE Eurozone. It has bought Governmentthe State has ensured thatwelfare standards
All that was the pre-history of the Bonds fromtraders. The effect of that hashave been retained substantially intact.
independent economic development of been to reduce borrowing costs for States Some wrong decisions were made. | am
the Irish economy which Haughey brought which had formerly been paying high particularly thinking of Child Benefit.
about in conjunction with European rates. Whatever other cuts were made, it was a
leaders, primarily thegallant allies in That"easing" trend is confirmed by mistake to diminish Child Benefit at all at
Germany. It should be said thatMarketWatchvhichreported on5th June: atime of stringency. (Though it must be
_Germz_any—whlch is blamedfqrtheauster— "Global government bond yields fell admltte(_j t_hat the Beneflt_ remains
ity policy of recent _year_S_—dld not brlng on Thursday, with the U.S. 10-year substantial in comparison with Britain
about the economic crisis which set in Treasury yield snapping a five-day rise, @nd other countries.) The correct way
around 2008. Thatcrisis was entirely one  after the European Central Bank unveiled would have been to maintain the Benefit
created by the excesses of Anglo- apackage of monetary easing measuresin full but to subject it to taxation.
American finance capitalism. "The ECB said... that it would lower
Britain and America have been able to  itS deposit rates into negative territory,  Property Tax has been another bone of
use their weight as reserve currencies to charging banks 0.1% to park theirmoney contention.  However, a capitalist tax
o . at the central bank. That move, part of a
mitigate the effect of that crisis for system does need to tax property. (In a

) broader package of rate cuts and other™” ™.~ . .
themselves, by creating new money:  gasing measures, is meant to stimulateSocialist society taxes would become

quantitative easing. The effect of the euro-zone economy and increase thdfrelevant.  Social resources would be
quantitative easing is to put 'new"' notional  slow pace of inflation. allocated asrequired.)  Britaininthe 1940s
money into the banks. The idea is that "[Governor] Mario Draghi also said had Schedule A taxation, which taxed

they will lend it out to the public and  thebankis prepared totake furtheractionhome owners on the deemed rental value
thereby raise demand. It seems that an gurr‘;?gsgse’ including large-scale asset of their properties. There is something to
|nflaft|on_ rate of 2% Is des!red *?y Anglo "After the announcement... the Irish be said for this, as eguahsmg the posm_on
capitalism—a rate which inspires 10-yearyield was down 5.5 basis points. .. between those renting and those owning

economic confidence. "Other peripheral yields also benefited their homes. _
An editorial in thelrish Timeshas in the wake of the ECB move... Thomas Piketty, the French economist,



has criticised the Irish Property Tax.
has pointed out that it takes no account ofnew structure looks to be top-heavy wi
any mortgage that has to be paid: despigxpensive administration.
nominally owning their property, someone  No doubt the ultimate objective h{
might in fact own only 10% of it, with the been to privatise this authority, followin
rest owned by the mortgage holder. Britain's Thatcherite example. Briti
The trouble with taking mortgages into thinking is to gradually make all publi
account when calculating such taxes,services part of the capitalist profi
however, is that society rewards property system—in other words, to replace t
ownership atthe expense ofthose who dgervice ethos with a profit motive.
not own property. seems that patients, customers, travel
One way of proceeding would be to have all disappeared:
make the real owners of property liable now.
for the Property Tax, with it being levied
on the mortgage holders along with the
mortgagees on pro ratabasis.

Incidentally, there is also a clear cake
for reform of the Irish Pensions industry.

Piketty's solution is to replace Property State subsidy should be removed frgm

Tax with a Wealth Tax. private Pension Funds and the fun

directed into providing a proper, com.-

The protests about Property Tax addresgulsory, pay-as-you-go earnings-relatp
real anomalies, but look in the wrong scheme for the benefit of all.
direction for solutions. It is not the Tax also want to waste money on Pensi
that is at fault but the lack of good schemes, that is their own choice.
affordable housing.

particularly since it has followed the General Election.

socialised provision.

are forced onto the property ladder, merelyship of various kinds is a clear target fpr

to obtain secure and (eventually) afford- such taxation. The trick will be
able homes. encourage social provision of housing

Things are organised differently on the other amenities whilst raising sufficie
continent, where social institutional funds revenues to do so.

are directed into the provision of sub- Angela Clifford

all are customers

If people

Ireland has no The electorate is likely to vote againfst
adequate social provision of housing— Irish Thatcherite developments at the ngxt.
But any futufe
Thatcherite route of discouraging Council Governmentwill be faced with the problem
This means peopl®fraising revenues—and property owng

Heexercise has been overly costly and theTimesbut comes with their mothers' milk

th to people in Ireland.

"Given the challenges facing towns
and villages, itis surely a misdirection of
resources that most of the &2 billion in
funding for rural development under the
EU's Common Agricultural Policy over
the next five years will go directly to
farmers. This ignores the traditional role
of towns as marketplaces and centres of
economic activity in rural areas and their
potential to contribute to creating
employment and relative prosperity."

(72]
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There is valid criticism to be made of
how CAP funding is distributed, but what
bothers thdrish Timess that it is money
going to the people in rural Ireland and
thereby encouraging them to continue to
Sbehave as they are. The reality is that
towns in Ireland may decline but the
countryS|de can thrive at the same time.
This is not supposed to happen in the
model of the modern world that thésh
Timesbelieves in. It appears oxymoronic
butitis happening. The paper admits this
in a backhanded way when it says life is
being sucked life out of our towns and
villages. The countryside is sucking the
life out of the towns! This means the
countryside is the more powerful element
in the situation. But this defies all current
thinking on planning and living. It could
be regarded by some as defying a law of
nature but this is the unique thing about

ds

d

on

r

r-
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rural Ireland. And thérish Timescannot

stantial low-rental housing, which if
availed of across society. And housing is
subject to legislative rent controls—ard
indeed there are controls on awhole raft ofRu ral Ireland
conditions of urban living. Germanyl|is

the premier example of this approach.

There the rights, and duties, of tenants gre L
. . wanted. But living the way people do
far-reaching and set out in law.

rural Ireland is clearly the wrong choice

continued

Whatis needed in Ireland, along withla . T
tax on property (not necessarily trefaras,th_ekns_h Timesds conc_erned. Peopl
Property Tax as it currently exists), |s should live in towns and wllgges. In oth
provision of low-cost housing for thg words, peopleshould urbamzethgmsel
populace. This cannot be left to marke ?nd stop scar;mg the counryside.
forces. €Whose benefit? People and their hou

are a blot on the landscape to thish
el Times But these people are incorrigibl
In short the IT has no concept of run

Jack Lynch pre-empted a Fine G3
election policy of abolishing Local Rated.
It was a cheap vote-getting move wi
detrimental social effects. There are two options in its eyes—

The Ratesincluded a charge for water—"scarred" country with people and the
and this arrangement remains intact |inhouses and sensible urbanization of peg
Northern Ireland. While it is true th
LS

reflected what existed and what people

h living at all despite all their talk about if.

at living cheek by jowl in urban situations,

providing water to households cos|
money—even in Ireland where there
ample rain—it is wrong to charge sepa
ately for water. This tax is particularl
hard on families.

The Irish water authority has bee
established by removing this service fro
Local Authorities and centralising it unde

Thelrish Timeshas no concept of th
is missing link in all this, the key to an

r- understanding of rural Ireland—th
y townlandof Ireland. This is a way of lifg

since time immemorial of how peop

n have chosen to live in rural Ireland. It ig

Im form of living that encompasses a uniq
r combination of socialized and individu

a separate management. The wik

oliving that is clearly unknown to tHash

allow such a thing to be even thought of!
Jack Lane

Gaza

n
hS as a practical proposition by others, armed
b to the hilt by others, and provided with
br markets by others. It serves the purposes
esf others, and its game is to see how far it
Focan go in achieving its own particular
begrojects while remaining securely under

the patronage and protection of the others
e, without which it could not continue to
al exist.

continued

ta  Apparently it is still not the case that it

ir can just go about the necessary business
pleof killing Palestinians without providing
the patrons with the means of saying that
b it is doing something else.

y

le It was obvious from the start that
Palestine could only be made into a Jewish
e State if the Palestinian population could
a not be gotrid of in one way or another. An
Leinitial pretence that a Jewish state could

| be established without prejudice to the
rights of the existing population was

7



dismissed as nonsense in the 1920s byarge-scale Jewish colonisation in

what was calledRevisionist” Zionism,

Palestine for twenty years, Britain surrend-
whose main spokesman was Jabotinskyered Palestine to Jewish nationalist
These Zionists faced facts squarely andterrorism and washed its hands of res-

said Jewish colonisation as the foundationponsibility for the project it had set in
of a Jewish State could only be done in themotion.

usual way.

The Gaza slaughter is the epitaph of the

Maybe God had given the Jews per- British Empire.

ran

petual title deeds to Palestine, but they Ipf

it for two thousand years, and God could

IdGaza:
ccSome Home Truths

to
of

not be relied upon to inflict a suicida
mania on those who had inhabite
Palestine during the long Jewish abser
when the Jews decided it was time
come home again. The return would be
a kind with Joshua’s invasion, and the
instructions set out by Godreuteronomy
still applied.

The Moses of the return was Weizmarjn

L

dealings with the Empire that was to make

the return possible and engaged in all the
The clear-eyed

expedient pretences.
Joshuawas Ben Gurion. Butthe opportdn
istmake-believe ofthe one and the reali
of the other worked well together i
practice.

Weizmann sold Zionism to the British
Coaalition of Unionists and Liberals durin
the Great War. Britain adopted it both
an immediate war measure and a lor]

D

—

Q2

term Imperial strategy. As awar measufe
it purpose was to turn the Jews agai;l:st
e

Germany and bring them onside with t
British Empire against Germany—Jews
then being widely regarded in the Britig
world as a kind of Germans. The Imperigal
strategy was to establish a Jewish Stat
Palestine as a kind of British colony in tk
Middle East—dlittle loyal Jewish Ulster

in the sea of Arabs"as somebody put it

The first book written in support o
Britain’s Imperial Zionist project was

g
(%)

England And Palestine: Essays Towarfls

The Restoration Of The Jewish Staye
Herbert SidebothamManchester Guard-
ian journalist (Constable, 1918). Sidg-
botham, who knew the history of Jewigh

statecraft, was aware that this was| a

dangerous project:

"The treatment of its Arab neighboutls ahout Mahmoud see: http://www.amnesty.

years ago] was possessed by a crud yorg.uk/blogs/press-reIease-me-let-me-go/

by the revived Jewish State [i.e. of 2,0

~ O

only possible to religious bigots. The

[

INTRODUCTORY NOTE
When Private Eyedeigns to criticise
the BBC's reporting on Gaza you know

that something serious has gone wrong at

but he was an opportunist Moses in r'sthe BBC. Private Eyehas never been

known for its coverage of the lIsrael-
Palestinian conflict and rarely ventures

however, even it has felt obliged to com-

_n;ment on a particular report published on
p

the BBC Online earlier in the month. |

posted a Facebook comment on this BBC
report on 8th August along similar lines as
those contained in Chris Guiness’s quoted

criticism in thePrivate Eyearticle. The

pointhereis not only the disgraceful nature
[~ of that report but how it was picked up by
.the media in Israel and pro-Zionist outlets

in the US to built up the credibility of
Israeli Defence Force’s version of its role

h in Gaza. In effect the BBC acting as a part

of the IDF Press Bureau.
My comments on Facebook on this

'eIrBBC article on 8th Augustwere comment-

ed upon by my daughter Victoria Al-

Sarsak in which she describes how the
young men in her husband's family were
the ones venturing outside during the
Israeli onslaught and these also are includ-

ed below. Victoriais married to Mahmoud
Al-Sarsak, a Palestinian professional

footballer from Gaza who was arrested by
the Israeli Defence Forces on 23rd July

2009 at the Erez Checkpoint and im-

prisoned for three years before being
released on 10th July 2012 after a pro-

longed hunger strike (for more information

football-falafel-palestinian-footballer-

same spirit of fanaticism... ruined the Mahmoud-sarsak-prison ).

chances of a second restoration under
Roman Empire” (p241).

But: “A Jewish State thatis a dominio
of the British Empire... would be savd4d
from the dangers that ruined it in the
past...”

Then, in 1947, having arranged for

the

Private EYE
PRIVATE EYE. No. 1373. 22 August — 4

i September 2014

" MEDIA NEWS: Stat Attack

ABBC report questioning the casualty

statistics for Gaza gathered by the UN
high commissioner for human rights was

anywhere near the subject. In this instance,

quietly amended last week after being
seized upon by the Israeli media as
evidence for backing the country’s
military action.

The BBC withdrew one of the most
contentious claims by its “head of
statistics” from the article without
following its own guidelines that “when
material change is made to an item of
content, the change should normally be
indicated to users”.

The article, posted to the BBC website
on 8 August, divided the civilian casual-
ties up by gender; and its author Anthony
Reuben, billed as “head of statistics, BBC
News”, offered the opinion: “If the Israeli
attacks have been ‘indiscriminate’, as the
UN Human Rights Council says, it is
hard to work out why they have killed so
many more civilian men than women”.
He went on to quote an Israeli Defence
Force spokesman’s explanation for the
disparity: “When militants are brought to
hospitals, they are brought in civilian
clothing, obscuring terrorist affiliations.
Hamas has also given local residents
directives to obscure militant identities.”

Chris Guinness of the UN Relief and
Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees
was quick to complain, and to encourage
others to contact the BBC. He told the
Eye “The most obvious explanation of
why male civilians are being killed in
Gaza is because they are the ones going
to the shops to buy food, they are the ones
clearing rubble to find dead relatives,
they are the ones who are out in public
spaces for a whole variety of reasons like
putting out fires, dealing with the power
station being hit, digging graves and
burying relatives.”

A quotation from an academic making
a similar point was later added to the
BBC report, while Reuben’s contentious
sentence was toned down to redde
proportion of civilian men over 18 killed
seems high and it is not immediately
obvious why."However, other than an
altered date stamp (to 11 August), neither
of these editorial changes was acknow-
ledged in the article, as is recommended
in the Corporation’s editorial guidelines
(“an effective way of correcting a mistake
is saying what was wrong as well as
putting it right”). By that point Reuben’s
now-vanished opinion had been approv-
ingly quoted and credited to the BBC in
outlets including the Times of Israel,
Ynet, Wallaand Glen Beck’s US network
the Blaze.

“ltwas an appalling piece of journalism
and typical of what happens when
armchair statisticians are allowed to
pontificate”, Guiness told the Eye.
Certainly Reuben's qualifications to
comment on casualties from war zones
seem unclear. Appointed to a newly
created role as “a champion of statistical
robustness across BBC News” in Feb-
ruary, his online CV shows he has spent
his entire career as a financial reporter—
save for one summer internship, 20 years
ago, at the Jerusalem Post.” "



FaceBook
My Facebook posting in response to

ADDENDUM
Further comment by Victoria Dyas Al-

the original BBC report, 8th August 2014: g cqk:

"BBC atitagain. They are scraping the
barrel to neutralise the fact that so many
civilians were killed in the Israeli
massacre. To this end they have wheeled
out their BBC Head of Statistics to make
the following statement:

"If the Israeli attacks have been
‘indiscriminate’, as the UN Human Rights
Council says, it is hard to work out why
they have killed so many more civilian
men than women"—Anthony Reuben,
BBC Head of Statistics.

That appears to be the best slant he can
put on it. As a Head of Statistics at the
BBC one would have thought that he

"The men are the ones leaving safe
neighbourhoods in order to attempt
rescues and make journeys for essential
supplies, the men are the ones driving
through dangerous streets trying to collect
family members who are stranded in their
homes in neighbourhoods that are under
the heaviest attack. When Mahmoud’s
older brother and his family were stranded
in Shejaiya his brothers made 3 attempts
over 3 days to drive from Rafah into
Shejaiya to rescue them, each time they
had to turn back as it was impossible,
they would certainly have been killed. In
the end his brother’s family ran for it at

dawn through shells raining down around
them, dead bodies lying in the streets. He
and his wife were carrying a child each,
their young daughter running alongside
them, the smoke was thick, the noise
deafening, then they realised their
daughter was no longer running with
them, they couldn’t find her but they had
to press on to save the other 2 children,
just praying all the time that their daughter
was safe. When they reached the edge of
the neighbourhood it was of course
Mahmoud’s brother who turned back to
find their daughter. He found her
cowering and crying in a doorway, sur-
rounded by death, devastation and the
never ending sound of bombs. She'd
been alone there for 2 hours. This is how
more men die than women. Obviously."
Eamon Dyas

would apply some cognitive reasoning (o
understand this apparent discreparcy
instead of rushing to the judgment that he
believes he is being paid to make. Thgr
is a very simple reason for this dig-
crepancy. In the prevailing culture qf
Gaza it is viewed as the man’s duty fo
protect the women and children. Thd
therefore are at the forefrontin attempti
to ensure the safety of their families a
because of that will end up in ma

where they are more likely to be killed.

g Plete cessation of military operations.

eThe Republican Ceasefire

Twenty years ago, on 8August 1994,

[]

having rendered their army dysfunctional
Y the Republican Army announced a com-and been confronted with the con—
sequences of their actions, fell away to

That remarkable development of the political irrelevance or becanaenadain*
instances in more dangerous situatidnsNorthern Catholics—the new Republican at the trauma of what they had done.

Army—was a product of the working out

By claiming that this discrepancy dogs of the departure in Catholic politics that

not tally with the belief to the UN Huma
Rights Council, i.e. that Israeli attacKs

have been indiscriminate, Mr. Reubenl|is
implying that these attacks wer|

There was a small Republican core

had been originally prompted from the which had existed from the meltdown of
> South, from the office of the Taoiseach the Northern IRA in 1922—when it had
Sean Lemass, when he introduced anfell apart after being used by Michael

discriminate. In other words that thie activism into the political system in the Collins asaninstrumentof his zig-zagging
victims were in most cases Hamas North that the political concoction called policy in relation to the Treaty he signed

fighters. However, he does not have the ‘Northern Ireland’ could not cope with.

the previous year. This bare core was the

courage to come right outand make sych  The Taoiseach encouraged the leadeonly survival of what was left when
a statement and instead hides behlndyf the Northern Nationalists to get his Churchill did for Collins in 1922.

imputation and insinuation.

The same cultural context is omit
by Mr. Reuben when he attempts [o
addresstheissue of the numbers of wonpe
and children killed. In this he conflat
the numbers of both categories stati

"barlier described as tantamounitteking

party to take up the role of Her Majesty’s
dOpposition at Stormont—a thing that engaged in periodic escapades that
Eddie McAteer himself had a few years enlivened the life of the nationalist
community. But it had been politically
the soup!'But the Nationalists wentup to inconsequential. And the bulk of the

Up until 1969 this Republican core

that women and children under 15 yedrs Stormont on the Taoiseach’s bidding and membership of the new Republican Army

of age are the most unlikely to have bepnsupped with the devil.

militant fighters. Together these catg-

gories make up 71% of the population pf

Gaza. He goes on to imply that becaus
women and children only constituted 3396
of the deaths somehow this confirms the
discriminatory nature of Israeli bombin
and shelling.

However, if one looks beyond th
figures and views these figures as rgp-

behaving to real culturahores we can

wanting.

after August 1969 were people who had

taken no part in Republican affairs before
The new Republican Army came about the Unionist assault on nationalist West

It was specifically formed under the

impact of the Unionist military assault of
resenting real people in real situatiofis AUGUSt 1969 on West Belfast. That pro-
duced a Catholic—rather than a Republican
see that the same impulses which explain—insurrection. But when nothing was

&fter the Catholic community challenged Belfast and Derry in August 1969. They
the pretensions of the ‘Northern state’ (of had simply experienced life in ‘Northern
being a state) and it was inevitably found Ireland’ and the events of the previous
year in particular.

Within the new Republican Army the

Northern Catholics began to assert them-
selves in independent substance for the
first time. Thrown back on their own

the high preponderance of young mdle done in London to take the momentum out f€sources, they were confident enough to

deaths also explain the relatively lo

of that insurrection, by altering the thing N0 longer take orders from Dublin, as they

percentages of women and children deathshat it caused it, the momentum developedhad done in the past. What other choice

when viewed as a ratio of the overgll
population. There are statistics and thgre

are statistics but unless these statis icsh

are placed in the context of the nature|of
the society from which they are deriv
all we are left with, Mr. Reuben,
propaganda."

d movemen

ives' in the 1960s. These ‘progressives’

into a war.

had they after Jack Lynchislte facein

The organisers of it were people who 1970 during the 'Arms Crisis'? They

ad been expelled from the Republicanconstructed a power centre among
t, or marginalised within it, themselves and maintained it for nearly

during the 'modernisation’ of the ‘progress-three decades until it had to be taken

"* Fools
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account of by Whitehall. And, having  There was to be no more 1922s. "It could be argued that the IRA was at
proved imperious to pressure for 28 years, the height of its powers in the mid-1970s,
they began to direct their momentum  So out of the War, and the effective ~ @nd much more active thanitwas when it

. eventually declared a Ceasefire in 1994.
southward, much to the alarm of the retreat fromthe War, came something that But that is a mistaken analysis both from

Establishment there. was not an explicit objective but was 4 military, and more important, from a
alwaysimplicitinits cause and character—  political point of view. In 1974 the IRA

The ultimate objective of this new a great transformation of the Catholic  was in military decline. It retained a

Republican Army produced by the events community. A profound social and politi-  vigorous capacity, buthad lostthe military

of August 1969 was a full British declara- cal evolution occurred in the nationalist ~ascendancy to the British. In late 1974
tion of intent of withdrawal from Ireland. community in conjunction with the War Er’]”t'Sh Armyl comm?jn(?ers. bellﬁved that
That ultimate objective was utopian and it and through that process things were made they were close to defeating the IRA—
i : more so than they ever were subsequently.
proved mllltgnly unachle\{able—although tolerable_ and ther_e Qeveloped a d(_agree of 50, while the 1975 truce was called from
itwas given its best shotin a year betweenself-confidence withinthe communitythat  what the British saw as a position of
1971 and 1972. had not existed since the catastrophe of disadvantage by an IRA in fast decline,
A War came to be fought with the 1921. by 1992 there were no suchiillusions as to
nominal object of abolishing Partition.  Mass support for the War the Repub- ~ the substance of what was being dealt
This happened because British politics lican Army waged was primarily based on with.”
was seen to be closed to the populace othe conditions of life that the British . .
the Six Counties, and because there wer&overnment imposed upon the Catholic  Politically, Republicanism had not
old Republicans who took the community community as a result of the perverseProved its powers of lasting endurance in
in hand and ensured that life in ‘Northern system it established in 1921. As a result® middie of the 1970s. Endurance in war
Ireland’ would never be the same again. there was a substantial and meaningful'S the quality that Britain respects most
It was not the effects of Partition as secondary objective implicitin the charac- SINC€ éndurance is what it itself is all
such that ensured the rapid growth of theter of the Provos (who were momentarily 200Ut Ithas always played the long game
new Republican Army. It was the condi- and superficially Anti-Treatyite in their in war due FO its island position and the
tions of life in the Six Counties and the leadership in the formative stage) which St€ngth of its Navy, and presumed that
effects on the devolved regime of com- constituted a practical possibility on the the more stylish continentals would
munal Unionism, which the Westminster way to the ultimate objective. produce short flurries of brilliance before
Governmentinterposed betweenitselfand  The new Northern Republican leader- (N€Y bowed to the inevitable British
the populace of the Six Counties, that ship from around the mid-1970s began to@lrition that just won't go away.
gave the War its momentum and edge. increasingly pursue this secondary object- _ )
ive, though careful to maintain their wider _ Certainly, the IRAhad putupanintense
The 1969 pogrom produced an upheavaland ultimate demand as part of the Repub Effort over 2 or 3 years in the early 1970s.
that led a great many people to believelican bargaining position in maintaining BUt €very year it had claime8lian an
anything was possible and the Republicanthe War. This was discernible to the Bhua (Victory Year), as if one more last
Warwas an extraordinary event out of this Southern Anti-Treaty element which had PUsh was all that was needed, and by the
interregnum that required a belief in all associated themselves with the newSame token,allthatwas leftinit. Ayearis
possibilities being realisable. Republican force that had emerged in the? M€re blinkof an eye in British warfare so
Butwars also need realisable purposesNorth in the aftermath of the events of 1€ Proclamations d¥ictory Year, year
The War of 1969 was given a false purposeAugust 1969 and they disassociated2/ter year, indicated to the British that the
by the circumstance in which it began, athemselves from it as a result in 1987. IRA was rleachmg the end of its tetht_a_r.
purpose which did not relate to its effective It wasn't unreasonable for the British
cause. But then it was given a realisable The War was fought to a position of Government to suppose in the m|d-197Qs
purpose, related toits cause, which enabledtalemate. Stalemate was not a positiorfat & shortwarwas all thatthe IRA had in
itto be ended through a disciplined retreatconducive to a breakout from 'Northern 't After all they were Irish rather than
into politics rather than in military disarray. Ireland’. So the problem was to end theBritishand sotheywould have their frenzy
One of the hardest things to accomplishwar on favourable terms from a position ©f €xcitement and then burn themselves
in war is an organised retreat. Accomp- within which political advancement for °Ut While Britannia would still be there,
lishing an organised retreat is often the the community was possible. playing the long game. And when the Irish
difference between complete defeat and had exhausted themselves, things would
the ability to fight another day or to _ It has been suggested by some repubsettle down again.
continue to be able to advance the strategidicans critical of the Ceasefire that what
objectives of a campaign in a different Was on offer in 1994 had been on offerin  In 1994 the IRA called a Ceasefire with
form. 1974. And that has become a familiar more well-placed confidence in a favour-
The Republican Army completed its hand-me-down idea parroted by Union- able political outcome than in 1974-5. It
withdrawal from the battlefield in such a iSm. (A kind of symbiotic relationship had taken everything the British State
competent manner that it actually en- 9rew up between dissident republicanismcould throw at it and was still standing.
hanced the overall position of the andUnionism after the Ceasefire inwhich And its battle-hardened political expres-
community it stood for and itself. It the disgruntled ex-Provos supplied ideassion made it confident enough to believe
preserved itself intact for a new campaign for those who had none and Unionism, it could see a political process through to
of a very different type. And there was a Well, remained Unionism.) fruition over an extended period of time.
wide realisation within the community ~ Mitchell McLaughlin said that the It was said by republican opponents of
that the most important thing was its Provos learnt lessons from the 1970s thathe Ceasefire and the subsequent Good
preservation intact rather than its going made them much more politically-savvy Friday Agreement that Sinn Fein was
down in glorious defeat. in 1994: stabilising 'Northern Ireland' by entering



government within it. But an inherent

|
unstable political entity like 'Northerf
Ireland' is not easily stabilised. And it has

entered one of its periodic crises again
what's new?

One thing that Sinn Fein has accofn-

plished since the Ceasefire is the narrow
down of alternatives for 'Northern Irelang
Unionism has become increasingly d
satisfied with having the share of pow

with Sinn Fein as a prerequisite of beifg Catastrophe

allowedto governtheirwee Ulster. Samn
Wilson recently said, when challenged
the Nolan Show about why he was up

government with those he condemned as
terrorists, that it was only because the

system forced him to be. This was t
system established as a consequenc
the Ceasefire.

But the only way out for Unionists i
Direct Rule—and that is something Brita
dearly wants to avoid.

Sinn Fein's intention seems to be
management away of 'Northern Irelar]
in the most orderly fashion possible, wi
the minimum bloodshed. It remains to
seenifthat can be accomplished. Howey

there is no better alternative. And no ohe

else offers one, least of all, London a
Dublin.

Martin McGuinness recently noted:

"We are in government with unionis

because we want to be. They are|i

government with us because they have
be." When the Republican Ceasefire
1994 was declared, the then leader of
Unionist Party, James Molyneaux, tod
people by surprise by proclaiming it as
disaster for Unionism. He said it wdke
most ‘destabilising event to happen
Northern Ireland in 70 years'(Sunday
Business Post, 30.4.06). Thiswas an e
of Faulkner's view over 30 years previous
that a Catholic reform movement wou
be much more dangerous to Unionis
thanthe standard Nationalist approache
‘constitutional’ or the straightforward
unconstitutional.

The Unionists seemed uncomfortal
in the unfrozen politics and what thg
wanted then was an uncondition
surrender of an undefeated army.

Unionism has been trying for twenty hopes and in the end leaving them to thezre vermin.

years to extricate itself from that disastg
without success.

Equality, it seems, has finally bee
achieved in 'Northern Ireland'.

Report and then with the British Labour Party

(which Labour rejected). With eight

" ] policemen to every citizen of the North at
- Caught In a trap one time—something which even Nazi
] Germany didn'thave—the state could cope

By Anthony Neeson with intermittent IRA campaigns, how-

ever, it could not cope with the Civil

Rights campaign, bringing unwanted
media attention to the Catholic plight in
the North, eventually overheating and
exploding in war in 1969.

Walsh says that Taoiseach Sean Lemass
must take blame for setting off a chain of
events that led to the conflict by involving
himself in the North after De Valera had
effectively ignored it, having stated that
he would rather have partial independence
than unity. Paradoxically he also blames
British Labour for the opposite reason—
they ignored the North when in office and
did not try to reform it.

But by then it was too late. Nationalists
d been bottled up for so long, but by
w the Catholic genie was out. After

One of the first events as Féile an
NgPhobail began yesterday was a talk given
". by historian Pat Walsh on th@atholic
s- Political Predicamentin Northern Ireland
br to coincide with the launch of his book,

by Held in St Mary’s University College,
hn the talk covered the Catholic plight post-
in Partition as nationalists found themselves
ut off from the Irish state and the United
Kingdom, and imprisoned in the ‘pseudo
e state’ of Northern Ireland.
|~ . Walsh argues that in 1920 both Catho-
i %s and Protestants didn’twanta ‘Northern
Ireland’. Carson had never asked for a
| Parliament for the six counties and en- ha
P visaged the dangers of unionists being cut
N off from the rest of the UK. That, he says, being let down by Collins in 1921 and

has manifested itself in the unionist in- Taoiseach Jack Lynch in 1969 Catholics
security that we see today as regards t‘:{Nere no longer waiting for deliverance

heflags and parades. f L )
, ; . rom the South. For the first time since the
d" On the declaration of War in 1914, as founding of the state Catholics were

h West Belfast MP Joe Devlin called for : :
S " organised and looking after themselves.
he men to enlist in the British Army, Walsh This was a very interesting talk and

erSays the Falls Road was covered in Unionjiscussion that followed, and considering

neJacks. The unionists don't know what it's only a taster of his book, Pat Walsh's
Catastrophehould be well worth aread."”

h

Lgthey lost, he argues, by_opposing Ho_me
Rule. Around this same time Joe Devlin's
Hibernians from Belfast were used fo

smash up Sinn Féin meetings as far ayj
as Munster. West Belfast was a ve

ayS THATAROCKET INYOURPOCKET
'Y OR ARE YOU JUST DISPLEASED TO SEE ME

S different place.
n When you have the EU, the USA
h Russia, Eastern Europe, yeah,
d, and an uninterested population
d all in incestuous copulation
,trthen Gaza the Israelis can bomb
t with a shalom.
(In the Old Testament genocide brings pe
mTwo prison camps without release,
s the West Bank and Gaza

potential tabular rasas,
HPexcept,
[ the ruins fight back
- as families wish their dead to attack
erthose obese rabbis,
€ mountebanks,
i, bowing and swaying in prayer shawls
b|- in the shadow of tanks.
e Is this a holy war
p of the carnivore.
g But traumatised children grow up
L and flower in Zionist muck,
adand that's why they kill them,
I dthat's their stratagem,

pregnant women,
husbands, parents

[]

10 However, whatwas important to Britai
Df in 1920 was not the new Northern Irelarn
het was the whole island. Northern Irelar
k is a false front, he says, where the So
a had to be on good behaviour to attain
In 1921 Michael Collins arrived in Arm

to agh and promised to smash Northe
Ireland. As a result northern nationalis
Lhdepublicanised and an IRA HQ was set-
ly in St Mary's Hall in Belfast with norther
g officers put on Collins' payroll. The prg
m mised northern offensive was a mess wh
| the southern IRA failed to show up, th
" Civil War began in the rest of the islan
and Collins was soon dead. Catholic B
fast bore the brunt of unionist violeng
that followed, and while many of the IR

& in the north still held Collins dear, othe
Y like Cahir Healy, who would become M
Al for Fermanagh and Tyrone and who h
been a close associate of Collins, wo
never forgive him for raising Catholi

hce)

pr, mercy of the Orange state. When thought of like that
Walsh argues that Catholics sougdhtit can only be rat-a-tat,

escape on several occasions over theand thereupon you grow
N following decades, first by looking t¢ when you can take the blows.
merge the Nationalist Party with Fiannga Wilson John Haire

Pat Walsh

Fail (which was rejected by De Valerg) 26 July 2014
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and European Social Fund have diminishedBritish (The Irish Times16.8.14).
in importance. The EU intervention in  Labour TD Eamon Maloney's assertion
S h Ukraine is likely to have damaging econo- that John Redmond was a warmonger is
OrtS I:I mic consequences. And for what purposelaccurate. In response Bruton said the
Itis very understandable that people acrosseroes of the 1916 Rising:

from Europe should seek to fall tlaon the "went to war on behalf of the old
the Long Fellow  security of the nation state. German, Austro-Hungarian and Turkish
empires and asked whether Mr Maloney
HUNGARIAN DEMOCRACY THE SECURITY OF THE STATE would call for any stamps celebrating

The Hungarian Prime Minister Victor ~ The Long Fellow can't remember ever ~ them to be withdrawn".

Orban in a speech to ethnic Hungarians inagreeing with the ex PD leader Michael g 1o does not seem to grasp that
Romania advocated diiliberal State" ~ McDowellonanything, butthereis afirst o, international alliances (even in-
alongthe lines of countries suchi@sssia, ~ time for everything. McDowell believes ¢, 5| ones) might serve the Irish national
China, Turkey, India and Singapore"  that the State should not be bounced into e et \while others are inimical to it.
Orban and his party are described asa knee-jerk reaction to recent allegations The 1916 leaders were acutely aware
“centre right, populist”. But what does conceming the Gardai. The proposal 10t yq international situation and hoped to
"centre right” mean? Orban has: have an independent police authority will o, ,6446 it for their political advantage.

" .nationalised private pensions, Nave the effect of reducing democratic g jain_the Empire suppressing Irish
imposed tough taxes on sectors with accountability. It will have the same effect nationalism—was at war with other coun-
strong foreign involvement, and boosted as the HSE for our health service, exceplyjqq yhose interests were not antagonistic
state involvementin an economy that hasin a much more sensitive area of the Stateto Irish nationalism. Unlike Redmond the
brought strong profits to politically loyal - The Minister for Justice will not be 116 |eaders did not go to wan behalf”
businessmen'The Irish Times31.7.14).  5ccountable for the performance of the ot 4 foreign power with the vain hope that

| police if there is an independent police yeir syhordination would be rewarded if
cronyism, this sounds like a left-wing authority. _ _ that power was victorious.

programme. Atthe very leastthe following _ Another important point, which MC " paymond's policy was a catastrophic
extract from his speech indicates that, P0Well makes, is that the Garda Siochanay re resulting in the deaths of up to
unlike Margaret Thatcher, he believes that'S_ N0t only responsible for combating gq o5 |rishmen. The 1916 Rising, on the
there is such a thing as a society orClMe, butalso counteracting SUbVersion i qr hand, set in train the movement for

"community" of the State. McDowell doesn't elaborate j, 4o hendence in the 26 Counties which

on the subversive threats, but itwould be, o the tradition of Irish people being
pile of individuals buta community which & 219 Mistake to think that the threat is ;qe 4 a5 cannon fodder for the Empire.
needs to be organised, strengthened an¢onfinedto, forexample, dissidentRepub- A rocent RTE documentary noted that
built". Ilcans.. There is some evu;lence that theqo, of soldiers in the British Army in
I effectiveness of the Gardai to protect the, g1 1 \yere Irish born and half the soldiers
The Irish Timeseport quotes from — State in the early 1970s was undermined '\v/<cri06 were Irish born. If independ-
Viktor Szigetvari ("co-chairman of the by infiltration. The Dublin-Monaghan .. o had achieved nothin
. ; o ) o g else than
Hungary's main centre-left opposition bombing of 1974 exposed the inability of breaking this tradition it would have been

Apart from the suggestion of politica

"The Hungarian nation is not a mere

alliance”) who thinks: the Gardai to counter subversion from a,, it
"...serious and active means are neededoreign state. There has never been any
to put an end to the demolition of definitive explanation as to why Jack Lecacy Bank DesT
Hungarian democracy". Lynch sacked the Garda Commissioner The economic policy spokesman for

Edmund Garvey in 1977, but there was athe German Christian Democrats, Joachim
widespread belief that the latter was Pfeiffer, says there i$no chance"of
working for the British (seén My Own  Ireland obtaining a deal on legacy bank
Timeby James Downey, Gill & McMillan, debt. The 60 billion earmarked for the
2009, p180). European Stability Mechanism (ESM) will

It appears there is going to be an inter-only be used for future bank rescues. On
national competition to appoint the Garda Ireland’s economic crisis he commented
Commissioner. The idea that someonethat it:

But how is Hungary not democratic?
Orban's party obtained a two-thirds majority
in the national parliament in 2010 and this
year retained that level of representation.
Szigetvari—the centre left candidate who
meets with the approval ofhe Irish
Times—appears to wish for outside inter-
vention to save Hungary from herself!

from outside the State could be appointed " did not fall from heaven... there
The newspaper's elrial of that day [ {3 1191 SESIVe positon begaars  were bubbles i the reaj otate setor
(31.'.7'14) was of the opinion tha_t Orbqns and all of this was home-madeThe
political agenda was incompatible with JoHN BRUTON Irish Times 25.7.14).
EU membership and concludedinitsusual The Long Fellow can't remember ever
mindless, magisterial tone: agreeing with the ex FG leader and |Itis difficult to counter this argument.
“The door is open Mr Orban if Taoiseach John Bruton on anything andCertainly, the current Government parties
membership is so oppressive". ... probably never will. Unlike McDowell, blamed the previous Government for the
he has no concept of the State. crisis and the Irish people in the 2011

But there is a real problem in the EvenProfessor RonanFanning of UCD General Election agreed with the proposi-
European project, which is not confined to finds it difficult to take Bruton's call to tion thatthe crisis wdome-made'What
Hungary. Even a europhile like the Long celebrate the 1914 Home Rule Bill other explanation is there for the electoral
Fellow recognises that ordinary people noseriously. The professor thinks the Bill collapse of Fianna Fail and the Greens?
longer see the point of Europe. The CAPwas "an exercise in hypocrisyby the Even if many voters felt that external



factors might have played a part, the resultsprofit than AIB for the first six months pendent27.7.14). The article begins with
of the 2011 General Election and this (327 million). This was largely due to the a suggestion of insider trading by someone
year's European Elections do not suggesffact that Bank of Ireland took a bigger hit who acquired a property from NAMA. It

that they blamed the EU or the Euro.
Unlike in the UK or France, no political
party—not even Sinn Féin—is calling for
either leaving the EU or the Euro.

So, if the Irish people do not hold the
EU responsible for our banking crisis, itis
difficultto see why our EU partners would

take it upon themselves to compensate us

"retroactively" beyond the concessions

on impairment charges (374 million isonly inthe third paragraph of the article
compared to 92 million for AIB). Withits  that we learfithe sale is not the subject of
higher net margins, Bank of Ireland's long- a Garda inquiry and there is no suggestion
term prospects look better than AIB's. Itis of anything improper about the trans-
possible that the State will make a profit action"!!! So, where's the story?
on its investment in Bank of Ireland. The front page headline of the news-
paper's edition of 15th August blamed
L uMPEN BOURGEOISIE NAMA for the current housing shortage.
It would be interesting to know if the Apparently, NAMA should have let the

already given: the extension of loans and Sunday Independetitinks the economic people who bankrupted the country

the Anglo Promissory Note deal.

GoVERNMENT RESPONSE

crisis was"home grown! Certainly, it continue business as usual.
does not seem to blame the developers But, as has being pointed out in this
who lost billions, leading to the financial column before, NAMA CEO Brendan

The Government has hardly come out crisis. The newspaper, which has becomeévicDonagh and Chairman Frank Daly

with all guns blazing in response to the organ of théumpen bourgeoisi has

requested a hearing from the Public

Pfeiffer's views. The European Stability been conducting a relentless campaignrAccounts Committee, one of whose

Mechanism will become operational i

November of this year. However, Minister

n against NAMA for at least a year. members is Shane Ross TD,who is a
NAMA, unlike the newspaper's heroes, prominent columnist in thBunday Inde-

for Finance Michael Noonan is quoted as is likely to make a profit. And yet we have pendentThe normally voluble Ross was
saying that the Government's application headlines liké'Fraud squad deepens its practically struck dumb when the hearing

for "retroactive funding"will be made

probe into NAMA leaks(Sunday Inde- took place earlier this year.

"but not necessarily this year"

More interestingly, a spokesman f(l)l’

the Department of Finance appears to
reserving the Government's position
the matter:

"Any application for retrospective re}

capitalisation will be considered in ligh
of the potential returns to the State fro
alternative options for realising the vall
of the State's bank holdingsTHe Irish
Times 25.7.14).

This suggests that the Department
Finance thinks that there is a possibility
obtaining a greater return by selling i
share to the private sector. Itis likely th
the application for compensation for th
25 billion euro put into AIB and Bank o
Ireland will be quietly dropped.

AIB

AIB, which is 99.8% owned by th
State, made a profit of 437 million euro f
the first six months of this year. Thi
compares with a loss of over 800 millig
in the corresponding period last year.
large part of the improvement relates tc
reduction inimpairment charges from 73
million to 92 million. There has been
reduction in arrears and a less dramg
increase in bad debt provisions.

The AIB Chief Executive David Duffy,
thinks that all of the 20.5 billion that th
State has ploughed into the bank will
repaid. It has already received 2 billion

fees from AIB and the most receft they speak to people?

valuation of the State's investment is

at 11.5 billion, which looks conservativg. 54A to Tallafornia?

BANK OF IRELAND
Surprisingly, Bank of Ireland, which i

be

"The Ghosts Of Arbour Hill L]

t  Above, in the heights of Arbour Hill,Speaking down to us. They never go to
N there is a stirring.  Something is happenthe chipper for &wan and wan:'
€ing. The wind rustles. Leaves scrape
metallically along the streets. Ghosts They speak of battle. They prate about
begin to move about, quietly. Below thegacrifice.  They talk of freedom.  Their
ofLiffey flows. Loud mouths break the mingsin chains. Nearby, in his cell in the
pf silence.  Beyond, in Islandbridge, theyroyal Barracks, Wolfe Tone weeps. His

s declaim, unchallenged.  Masters of thfiroat is bleeding, festering. Beads of
At universe.  Strutting. sweat bubble on his fevered brow. Buthe
e "War---War. Glory---" Chestsjies there, unchained. His mind free.

f - pumped up like pigeons "The French are on the sea, said the Sean
Orders are issued. Heels click. Toghean Bocht." Still hoping, as life ebbs
soldiers move mechanically. Medalsaway. The jailer quietly peeps in the
jingle-jangle. These strange men. Witjudas Hole. Notlongtogo. He'd make it
their strangely-sounding Gaelic names. to the tavern in time. Metal keys hung
" They hold the stage. Masters of the dayheavily from his waist-belt, as he turned to
S Flagsunfurled. The ghosts of Arbour Hillgo. He quietly cursed, as a rat scurried.
N arepuzzled. Whatisthis? Whoare theyPhe jailer's kick was too late. His lantern
A These interlopers. Whence come theylanged off the wall. For a moment,
aThese noisy men with bemedalled chests.darkness fell, before the lantern's mad
8 Them and their exaggerated names. Ofteglance see-sawed along the stair-steps and
A hyphenated Galls! Some sort of Galls:steadied again. Slowly he descended,
ticGael-Galls. treading heavily, holding the stair-rail.
Listen! Theiraccentsjartoo. PlummyHe stopped momentarily and listened.
Not racy of the soil. Big-House accentsThen he resumed his descent. Down,
e "Tradesmen's Entrance to the sideAnd  down. A 'hot-drop' awaited. Above him
bewhere are they normally? Did anyonehe could hear a heart pumping. Thump,
n ever bump into them? Anywhere? Dthump, thump. Why do they hang on?
Do they go tdhey'll never see the tavern-lights again.
utCroker? OrDalyer? Do they ever take tbhe thoughts ofit. He tried to move more
quickly. Still he could hearit. Thumping
Where do they go to? It's a mystery.away. He slipped, stumbling. Histemple
Like Fatima Mansions. All dolled up. struck the wall. Dazed, he had to sit.
5 Another miracle. Their well-fed faces Breathing heavily. He put his hand to his

14% owned by the State, showed a smal

lebedeck our newspapers. All so seriousforehead. Itcame away wet. He stood up
13
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slowly. Carefully he continued. Liflays ahead were fraught. The Establishdolence on the TV. All so graphic. In
was full of surprises He wouldn't makement was all for it. "Go on, you boy, black and white. Some in slow-motion.
the same mistake again. Down, down, hgou.”" The poppies will be flowering in Grainy. Sometimesrapido. Bodies lying
continued. Footafterfoot, beforereachinghe streets. Buddleias will draw theabout. Grotesque. Apocalyptic. Man's
the landing. He'd made it. He could stibutterflies. Bees will still seek honey. inhumanity to man. Blood splashing
hear the thumping. Louder. Only thBit the poppies—open the gates—let inabout. Severed limbsSuffer the little
time the thumping heart was his own. the goats. children.” Somorbid. Sorelentless. On
Getting faster and faster. He felt weak. andon. Andmore and more. They're all
He fumbled for his keys. Which one? The Gardens are a kaleidoscope. Bedsone mad.

This one. He put it in the keyhole. ofroses. (Ifonlythey could breed ablack Always somebody's grandpa. How he
Wouldn't go. He'd try the next. Theose!) Lawns like golf-club greens. suffered. Nightmares down the years.
tavern-lights were getting dimmer and Lovingly trimmed. A sylvan setting. He never said. The things he saw. The
dimmer. Wrong key, again. He had to diverything expertly tended. All beauti—medals in the biscuit-tin. Did his bit.
down on the steps of the stairs. Hidullymaintained. Pillarsexpertlyscaled. Hadto do it. Killing Germans. Turks,
eyesight had become blurred. His foreAll done with an artist's eye. A symmetrytoo. Why? The fat bankers were OK.
head ached."Where am I? What am lunequalled. Nowhere surpassed. Quaffing brandy. On either side. But,
doing? Something about tavern-lights. | They paid for it, with their lives. All Paddy. He had to do the fighting. That's
mustgohome. Iwanttogohome. Wheraboutwar. Rejoice. Gunsand moregunghat Paddy is for. Fighting. Good on
home?" Both of his hands held his head. Letthe blood flowfreely. Irrigate Flanders'you, Paddy. A right little belter. That's
He began to sob. His body was heavingfields. Liquid for the poppies. Let memwhy they sound off in BAWMG. That's
"Help me! Please help me! Forgive m&lland meadows grow. Rat-a-tat. Onehy the trumpets blew in BAWMG.

for | have sinned." Maxim, another's Vickers. That's why your betters place wreaths in
The Ghosts of Arbour Hill are BAWMG. That'swhy they'll doitagain.
empathising as they look onHe's doing It's hard to take. All these -pop_up.That's why little Paddies do what little

his best. Trying to earn a crust.” historians. It's their Bonanza-time. Mefaddies have to do. Thanks!

"What am | doing herevondered the .4 prefernowar. Butnochance. Turnon The undertones areracist. Some Hitler
jailer. "Where will | go?" yourTV. Allbloodandguts. Allso sick. of to-day could be moved. As one was

- _ Killing, as they say, on anindustrial scale", Pefore. Who'sthat?  Who? What? Your
Twilight begins to softly fall, Mongers of violence are rampaging. oidnan!  Who? Him! Yes. Him with the
The evening chokes back the unshed tearsghouls are beingresurrected. It's a”Ypregpoustache. Holy Cow! You're right.
In the wind comes a whispered call, Givenchy, the Somme. It's become Jes, yes. He'svery like hitideil.” A
Freedom's song instead of mean men‘smany_ Messines Ridge. That Gate. ﬂ;\é]tjative raising of the right hand'Hi - -

fears. _ hadmyfill. Where are Laurel and Hardy?~ Neil"” ,
At Arbour Hill ghosts come to flit, Or Morecombe and Wise? |Is Buster EVerywhere they are lecturing us.
One tilts his strawboater, nonchalant,  kaaton dead? What happened to Rof ey Paper. Every Channel. Especially
The fools, they lacked the wit, Rodger's horse? Trigger. | think ‘twag‘e Irish ones. Hot and heavy. They are
To see that which is held sacrosanct. Trigger. | wonder how is Roy? Doeldyingiton. Theyknowitall. These po-
Lists are writ long in Islandbridge, anyone sing White Christmas anymore? faced men. All those wreaths. All those
But this is not Banba's hallowed ground, | st be dreaming. speeches, lectures. Honouringthe glorious
Fore Empire ne'er storm the next ridge, Anyway, | should have known. Thatdead. Homage to the fallen. They did
Not there will Ireland's freedom be found. nightin Wynn's Hotel. Remember? [Seéheir duty. Someone had to do it. They
The Proclamation on the wall, January'sirish Political Reviewfor fought for the freedom of small nations.
Minted in his mind, etched on others, Amigosed] Whenthe Minister addressed-ittle Belgium.  (How Leopold must have
Disowned in death, the stranger's call, 1he1916-1921 Club. The Easter Rising#aughed') Never mindthe Big Boys. They
The last thoughts of him were his mother's. participants were equated with the Poppy ought for themselves among themselves.

Boys. The Lilium was planted amongst Always the Khaki. — Khaki, khaki

The Ghosts look down on a great o Papaver. A flower amid weeds. gverywhere. "Pack up your Troubles."
monument. This is the British Army War knew it then. We were in for it. Now TiPperary.” ButThe Soldier's Song!"
Memorial Gardens (BAWMG). Everyone Dublin Fusiliers. King's men. | shoul orget it. Bellicose anyway. Now it's
memorialised wore the Khaki. "Ireland's Call"or "Danny Boy" A new

Some
. “have stood and left. Yes, | have regrets. : .
50,000 of them died. Some 200,000 i et nthem. Unthreatening. HMQ will be

toto partook. They all took the shilling. qerred.' | didnthear \{vha_t he was SaYING| ek, As what? Wait and see. Its all
Each held ub a Bible and took an Oath Inattentive. Or | didn't think | heard what N
P  he thought he meanttosay. Maybe he ggPouttiming. ThatdaBuonreacht The

An Oath to Emplre. Off towar. To kl”hisjerseys mixed? Maybe he thOUght Wé_ong Fellow's |egacy. Power to the

and be killed. All resembling agrouse-M\éerre Fusiliers. Ordid he notknow? ToBeOPle. It's a winding road. Re-

shootinthe manor.  Bang,bang. Anot . icisationi i
for plucking g g Ste. Now I'm sure. Sois he. As ,ﬁﬂghmsatpn is onthe way. Graduah;m.
. cowboys say?—"Vamoose”.  He's goné3utthose pillar-boxes. Haveto be painted

Their reasons were varied and many. . \ ed. Blood-red.
Hunger, a wage, adventutelome Rule" But there will be another. There's alway$

(whatever it be), tradition, the glamour of @nother. Watch out for daggers. Place|'m dodging, ducking, diving.
itall. The shiny buttons. The swaggerYOUr shoulder-blades up agalnstth_e wall. Watchingthe TV. Ourlovely Great War.
Glory, glory, glory. HMK or Q. The A good poker player always has his backso much shooting. You're supposed to
white man's burden.  Though now it was 40 the wall. take I.A. (Immediate Action). Take
white man who stood in the way. (The Cover. Crawl. Observe. Return fire.
Kaiser and the King were cousins.) The It can't be good for you. All that Me! Alwayscoppedit. Nowthey'refiring



on me. Both sides. [I'm being hit from Pennell went on a bit. Maybe she's a He'd said it all. Lights outKaput
everywhere. [I'll have to ditch the TV. risingstar. Orashootingstar. Plummetingghat a lovely war. "Trigger. Here,
Must go back to the fillums'. Must be asilently. No: Not silently. Bowmafrigger, here. Good boy, Trigger. And
Charlie Chaplin ‘fillum'somewhere. Howlooked discomfited. He hadn't his usualvhere's Gene—Gene Autrey? Anyone
| loved the melodrama. There's no melosettled look. seen Gene Autrey?" Must get rid of that
drama about anymoréTuppence worth Anyway, whatever. Havealovelywar. telly.
of melodrama, mister, and some 'all sorts'." Go home when you're bombed. Keep your
rifle slightly oiled. Keep your heels Top of the morning to you. And all

Last night [Sth August] an uncom- together_when your bette_rs speak fco you.your_relatio_ns in Amerikey. No one
fortable looking John Bowman chaired Never disagree. Yes, sir; no, sir. Thmeentioned jealousy. It was all about
"The Forgotten War/6n RTE. His eyes bagsfull. Keepyoureyesopen,your moutifiealousy. One banker resenting another.

swivelled out of synch, more than once. shut and never volunteer for feck-all. How lovely it is, jealousy. Controlling
’ the seas. Controlling people. Plenty

Ayoung historian, Edward Madigan, took  The last words rested with a Capt. ah M (M d
part [Iecturer in First World War Studies Poulter. He was shown on fiim. He imoo an. ore O It. ore an I'T]OI"G.
at the University of London and co-editor now deceased. | felt, not a regular. Hz?(denty of ever;(/j tf(ljlng I)Dloultneed, or d_|dnt |
of Towards Commemoration: Ireland in served in British Army in the lovely war. o\ YOU Needed. FOUTer 1S coming.

an hear himcoming. Hereheis. Theone

War and Revolution, 1912-193 Lord _ Spoke ike GBS. Hadn'tbeentoSandhursgnd only Poulter. He enters, breathlessl
Bew was on the panel. As was Robergr Camberley, | reckoned. He referred t y : ' y:

Ba”agdh.c An English |t’|:1|dy academizthose executed after the Easter Rising: ﬁgmumhbelles',TL(;né '(—a;nT;(IEII-"-—Treason.

name atriona Pennell, participate " Toohento :

[University of Exeter and author ok Treiifrh/--they deserved to be executed. John Morgan (Lt. Col. Retd.)

Kingdom United: popular responses

the outbreak of the First World War in

Britain and Ireland. Very verbose. She

was no shrinking violet. More Poppy| JOhn Bruton's Fantasy World
Madigan said his father had been|a

barmanin Rathmines. |wasnotsurew

[ ]

John Bruton says the people of 1916suspended because it might not favour the
,.haghould have trusted in Home Rule andGovernment. So a deal was done with the
thatwas allabout.  Maybe he had ambitipngsited for it as it was on the Statute book.Unionists, the Opposition, whereby they
—Madigan—regarding politics.  On the o seemg not to have noticed a few thingswere brought into government instead.
left, Iguess. But, abarman in Rathmings! o qiq rustin Home Rule. Pearse shared
Very posh, Ifelt. Pennellsaidallthe Bifts 5 hjatorm with Redmond in 1912 in  These Unionists had prepared for civil
are informed aboutthe LovelyWar. - They g 5hort of Home Rule. Bruton should askwar rather than have Home Rule and now
were taught in school. The Irish knew i qeif\why he changed his mind. Keynesthey were in government: they were not going
nothing about it.  The Lovely War had ¢50,q,sly saidWhen the facts change, | to change their minds. They had won! There
suddenly become cuddly. - The Irish werecpange 'y mind. What do you do, sir?"was not going to be Home Rule—period.
moved by the fate of Catholic Belgium{  poarse followed that advice—before it The Unionists had brought the gun(s)
Bew re-echoed this. It was all news| 0,55 given by Keynes. back into Irish politics and they had won.
me. The Belgians, I'd thought, had bgen  gpq 4y after 1912 it became clear that Hence Pearse and his friends, not being
divided into Walloons and Flemings| 5 ne Rule was not going to be slow learners, learned the lesson that it was
Anyway, all thatchocolate; theiratrociqus i plemented. Some facts emerged thaphysical force that made the British
behaviour in Africa.  Maybe they had) it 546 that clear. The Curragh Mutiny inGovernmentreactto Irishissues. Hence 1916.
coming.  Give me Cadbury's any day. 1914 was one, allowing the Larne Gun- Bruton has been continuing this line
Good Quakers.  Aworkers;town, Boure-r\nning was another. But the mostsince he gave atalk atthe Irish Embassy in
ville.Philanthropists. None of this Waljy, 5 tant factor of all was the great non-London to mark the centenary of the Home
stuff. ~ No cutting off offenders’ hands.| o\ ent of 1915—the General Election thatRule Bill. He began that talk by praising
should have been held but was not. This iRonan Fanning's recent boélatal Path
another centenary event that is not being-anning was in the audience and rebuked
commemorated though it was a crucialhim on his interpretation of the Home
P MeC Jecision, as it brought the Unionists intoRule Bill. Fanning stated that Home Rule
to German Imperialism. [ thought this|to 5, ernment and it was clear then that itvas never implemented, was never
be a giant leap.  Olympian. A hop, $te,q e hye Home Rule. intended to be implemented and that was
and jump.  Very poor scholarship, Ifeft. — pednie jike Bruton, who are always made clear by the UK Government at the
Gasping for air. ~ Grasping at straws. | Hgo 4y to castthemselves as greatupholdetane. He wondered what they were
did not make much sense. of parliamentary democracy, never seencommemorating that evening! Fanning
Robert Ballagh made some telling to reflect on that non-event and itswas agreeing with Pearse and the others.
points.  Veryincisive. Lucid. Hedemgmnificance. Bruton himself became  Bruton simply ignored the points made
lished the myth of Leopold. The Belgigns Tapiseach without an election but it wasand carried on regardless into his fantasy
might have got what they deserved. gquite constitutional as the Parliament hadvorld of what could have happened and
Imperialists. ~ Ask Roger Casement. not run its course. A century ago Britistmight have happened etc, etc.
BAWME impressed Robert. Especially General Elections should have been held
when itwas more neglected. Itthen had &yithin five years of each other, but the Whenever | see Bruton | am reminded
"Gothic"look.  This appealed to him] asgritish Constitution is a very flexible ofthe sayingaboutthe cream of the country
anartist. Maybe now it's too r‘ea'fy|be13'3‘fbommodity and the election that wasbeing rich and thick.
to think;.  Prettified, maybe. constitutionally due in 1915 was Jack Lane
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The Proclamation appealed to Madi-
gan. But, that reference to "gallant alljes
in Europe" was a pity. He said it refer
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(B.B. Gilbert,David Lloyd George. The
Organiser Of Victory 1912-16London

1992, p105).
. 1] The Howth gun-running and the killings
The Soiree At The Embassy in Batchelors Walk happened two days

later. News came from Dillon that they
could not now support the Amending Bill,
and Asquith postponed it. The Govern-
ment was in crisis. The Irish Party could

Somewhere there's another land, in July 1914 to the exclusion of the Six
Better than this place below Counties without a time limit, and that he
Far more mercifully planned was opposed in principle to the coercion

Than this cruel place we know. of the Ulster Unionists into the Home Rule . T 4

Innocence and peace are there. system even by the British Government. putitout of Offlc_e_ ifit proceeded with the_
All is good that is desired. So why didn't we have Partitionist _permar_1ent Partition Amendment._ And, if
Can we ever find that Home Rule then? That was the unaskedt decided to push ahead with the

unamended Bill, it understood that the
King would insist on a General Election
as the price of signing the Bill into the
Statute Book. Eitherway, it was done for.
"Then suddenly the horror disappeared,

Discontented natives gathered at the "I believe that basically the matter was reduced to only aremembered nightmare,
Irish Embassy in London on 2nd July to ~ resolved before the war broke out. That, syept away by the danger of alarm from
celebrate an eventthat never happened. It €Ssentially, after the Buckingham Palace g, -qner (n106).

.. Conference, if you believe Professor . .
could not be commemorated, because it Gilbert, the Irish Party leadership Gilbert has a strange Endnote on this:

did not happen, but the fact there were  sccepted the—— what the Unionists "Neither Lyons's nor Gwynn's excellent
was, for a moment, at least the illusion of  would not accept from Spring throughto  biographies of Dillon and Redmond refer
a possibility that it might have happened, late Summer was the idea of temporary  to this monumental if temporary change
could be celebrated. exclusion. And the Irish Party dropped  of position by the Irish leaders" (p441).

It is not quite a case @écherche du the idea finally, in the aftermath of .
temps perdu It was a retrospective  Buckingham Palace, that any exclusion Monumental! A change of position

L : for the Northeast would have to be which, assuming that it happened, never
anticipation of a time that never was but . ; ' . '
. temporary. After that you're only talkin
might have been, and would have been a porary Y y g sawthelightofday, being cancelled almost

e : T about the dreary steeples of Fermanaghsimuyltaneously, just like the Home Rule
good time if it had achieved beingintime.  and Tyrone. It's inconceivable that there Act y.]

would have been a civil war either in
A touch of class was added to the Ireland or in Britain over such a small—

proceedings by the presence of Lord Bew. __ 1pe question is now narrowed down There were ghosts atthe Embassy event:
(Class seems to be what is most missed by  to something so small it's inconceivable. William O'Brienand Canon Sheehan. But
an aspirational element in the Ireland that | don't think it's necessary for the 1st they were very pale ghosts. The job of
the natives made for themselves. World War to break out: forgetting that is said to have been done on
Lord Bew explained that the Ireland —meaning, | assume, that it wasn't Redmondwe_lsactuallydonenthem. The_y
thatmight have beenwas alltherein 1914'necessary fEJr Britainto h’ave aWorld War have been d|sappe_ared. Bgt Lord I_Sew IS
ready to enter into being. John Redmondyg 5 giversion from civil war over Home aware of them. | d|rect<_ad his attention to
had made the necessary preparations. Byt o theminthe early 1970s in Belfast gnd they
itsomehow managed notto happen. Some- 1, only Professor Gilbert | know of is appeared atthe banqu_et in a crygaiceat
thing quite different happened instead. the biographer of Lloyd George. What he The_ _Lord was explalr_nng that Redmond_'s
This turn of events wasn't explained. says about July 1914 s that Prime Minister POSition was not serlqu_sly challenged in
The customary explanation of the zsqith thought for an instant that he had "2tionalist public opinion between the
failure of the Government provided for by got Redmond to agree to permanentStart of his war-recruiting in September
the Third Home Rule Bill to be actually p,ition. but soon found that he hadn't: 1914 and the 1916 Insurrection, although
established is that Redmond and the Home ' in the by-elections "there is a significant
Rule Party would not agree to Home Rule ~ "In the afternoon of 24 July [1914], dissident vote, which had not been there
with Partition while the Ulster Unionists ~ Asquith, Lloyd George, Redmond and pefore at all before 1910 or 1912—Well,

: : . Dillon met at No. 10. Now Asquith
raised an illegal Army to resist the announced that he intended o go on Withthere was one famous case, one famous

imposition of Irish Home Rule on them, 4 Amending Bill [i.e. for Partition] exception”.

and the British Government couldn't, or  without a time limit. Dillon and Red- He did not specify the exception. And

wouldn't, use its Army to compel the  mond, the Prime Minister wrote, ‘after a itis no longer famous, having been struck

Unionists to submitto the Home Rule Act.  good deal of demur reluctantly agreed to out by a well-organised piece of forgetting.

. try & persuade their party to assent'. The |t was the loss of 10% of the Irish Party's
Redmond, under considerable pressure, - Cabinet met immediately afterwards— seats in nationalist Ireland to a movement

hgd reluctantly a_greed to the exclusion of  and agreed to permlt_the Ulster counties . Independents in the first of the 1910

six Ulster Counties from the Home Rule  to renew their exclusion by plebiscite at Elections, which was consolidated in the

system for six vears. Carson dismissed the end of the six year period. Exclusion )

. . . : as he always expected he would do. Butnow organised into théll For Ireland
_?);]ecugq? for S')(; years ang rejected Itd this was not qu[te the conclusion. The Leaguewith a Manifesto written by Canon
en britain made war.on Lermany and - measured acquiescence in a renewal ofSheehan, and a literary foundation with

Lovely Land-of-might-have-been? guestion at th&oireé.
The revelation that Redmond agreed to
permanent Partition was not questioned.
Lord Bew's statement was:

Ivor Novello said it all a long time ago,
around the time of the Great War.

other things happened. exclusion that Asquith thought he had Brien'sOlive Branch In Ireland
But Lord Bew revealed that this was  obtained from Redmond and Dillon
not the case at all—that Redmond agreed disappeared almost immediately..."  The AFIL case against Redmond was



that he had introduced a Catholic But it was put there under a Liberal/
Ascendancy element into Home Rule Unionist agreement that it would not be
politics by building a Catholic secret implemented.

society, the Ancient Order of Hibernians,
into the structure of the Party, and was
driving the situation towards Partition;

and that in his Parliamentary tactic of
playing the British parties against each
other, allying himself closely with one of

them againstthe otherinthe internal British
dispute over the Budget, in the hope of
being given Home Rule as a reward, he
had profoundly mistaken the nature of the
British political system.

O'Brien's analysis of possibilities was
proved by the course of events. The
Liberal Party put itself in Government,
and carried its British programme, with
Irish votes. It then went through the
motions of legislating for Home Rule in
Ireland in order to keep itself in govern-
ment for three more years. Then, when
came to enacting and implementing the
Bill, it was not willing to incur the
fundamental rupture with the Opposition
which this would have entailed.

In 1916, after the Rising, the Govern-
ment (which now included the Unionist
Party) tried to get Nationalist/Ulster
Unionist agreement to implement the
Home Rule Act immediately with the six
counties excluded. The Unionists with-
drew their opposition to Home Rule on
the condition that the Six Counties were
excluded. Lloyd George negotiated a deal
with the two sides, meeting them separately
Joe Devlin persuaded Six County
Nationalists to agree to Partition on the
ground that it would end after a few years.
A triumphant Nationalist pamphlet was
published in Belfastlreland's Path To
Freedom: Why Lloyd George's Proposals
Should Be Accepted It was barely
itpublished when it was overprinted on the
front page with a stamp in red inKThe
Cabinet violated the terms of Lloyd
George's Proposals as accepted by both
Irish Parties, and the agreement broke
down. Monday July 24th 1916."

It was quickly followed by another

Home Rule did not happen. Whatooamphlet entitled:The Broken Treaty

happened was that the Unionists agree
with the Liberals to put the Home Rule
Billin the Statute Book for the duration of

we had the Prime Minister in this House
announcing that six counties, with three
Irish boroughs, would be definitely struck
out of the Home Rule Act, and that they
could never be replaced except by a new
Act of Parliament..." (col. 1453).

Carson said that in the negotiations—

"I made it perfectly clear that Depart—
ments would have to be set up here in
Ulster under the Home Office or some
Secretary of State, Departments in every
branch of government... | drew attention
... to every branch of government, from
the judiciary down through to the Post
Office and the various different Depart-
ments which govern Ireland, and | made
it quite clear... that all these separate
Departments were to be set up, and that
no office or no Department which had
anything to do with the new lrish
Parliament was to have any jurisdiction
whatever of an executive character or an
administrative character in the six count-
ies. Does anybody suppose that that was
set out... as a matter that was merely to
continue for a few moths, and then that
these six counties were automatically to
come in? The thing would be ludi-
crous..." (Col. 1448).

So 26 County Home Rule was all ready

_ _ to go in July 1916, but it could not go
The Redmondites claimed that the because, although we are told by Lord

the war on Germany which Britain found .UIsTer Urt]i(;nistsf ?had Hagreeg Ito ;hf Bew, on whatwas a kind of State occasion
it convenient to declare at that point, with w;t%i?ee?ez]logr; efclugir:r? of Ltjhee S(i:x (it was broadcast on the BErliament
a guarantee that it would not actually be porary Channe), that Redmond had agreed to the

implemented at the end of the War. This

; down the deal.
was done so that Redmond, pursuing the Itwasinthe circumstances anincredible
Will-o'-Wisp of"Home Rule in the Statute
Book", might become the master of
recruiting for the British Army in national-
ist Ireland.

Counties and that the Cabinet had struckefinite exclusion of the Six Counties in

July 1914, he vetoed it when it was
) . X presented as a practical proposition.
claim. The Unionists denied that they had pe mond claimed that the Ulster Unionists
agreed to the sentence of death with a stay,5 4 agreed to exclusion for a set period, at

of execution. A long debate was held in {ha end of which they would come in. And

O'Brien insisted that Ulster Unionism 5332262; %\t;r?iucthlt gnB\::g); 254;%”:;2? the story was that Lord Lansdowne had
was not bluffing, and that all-Ireland Home broken that agreement with a threat of

Rule could not be got through Irish Redmond—

participation in British Party antagonisms.
It was necessary to prioritise. O'Brien
preferred to go for unity, putting an Irish
Parliament on the long finger for the time
being. The establishment of an elected
central authority over local Councils had
been suggested by both British parties,
and therefore it seemed thatit might be got
with cross-party support.

As things were, the unity of Ireland was
incidental to the British Government. But
an elected Irish Council authority would
establish a layer of Irish unity on which
further development could be based. He
therefore supported the Council Bills of
both the Unionists and the Liberals.
Redmond opposed both, as prejudicing
Home Rule, and they were dropped. From
first to last he refused to prioritise.

except to pick a quarrel upon any pretext
in orderto extricate himselfand his friends
fromtheir mess by a pitiful hairsplitting....

... Lord Lansdowne has only brought to

has been going on in Ireland for the past
two years. The lIrish people have been

War was over the Home Rule Act would
come into operation automatically for all

Ulster could ever be brought into
obedience by coercion was absolutely

resignation.
"has apparently found no resource packed the Government position thatthere
'could not be compulsory unity on a fixed

date, regardless of Unionist opinion, the
| really thought we had heard the last of deal was off—even though Redmond

this miserable plea that the amputation of declared that he was agaitwiercion”of

Ulster from the body of Ireland was to be a single County into an Irish Home Rule
amere temporary or provisional operation system.

a head, to a test, a system of deceit thaib

And, because Parliament

Did Redmondism engage in deception,

r self-deception, or lose itself in a maze
of verbiage?

shamelessly assured that the moment the

*

There were other Professors and VIPs,
Ireland. That assurance was given byalongside Lord Bew, at the Soiree—

gentlemen who heard the Prime Minister Michael Laffan, John Bruton, Ronan

solemnly pledge himself that it could Fanning, and an English Professor whose
never be brought into operation without name escapes me, but they had no
anamending Bill, and that the notion that ;qqrica| revelations to make. But some
of them wondered why somebody hadn't

unthinkable. - As the Minister for War told them about the Ulster Protestants

He got Home Rule into the Statute

{Lloyd George} has recalled tonight,
Book so that he could recruit for the War.

much earlier. Welvetried. Over forty
before Lord Lansdowne's speech at all years ago a group of Belfast Protestants
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and Catholics went to Dublin, chained academic Establishments was slighily The great American humorist, Artemus
themselves to the External Affairs embarrassed and slightly resentful indjf- Ward, declared during the American Civil
building, and spent a night in Mountjoy. ference. If they had tried to think then fs War that he was prepared to sacrifice all
They included David Morrison, the late they are trying to think now it would have his wife’s relations in the sacred cause of
Eamonn O'Kane and Tommy Dwyer. meant something in terms of North/South the American Union. Our leaders are better
Placards were displayed and leafletsrelations. It means nothing now. Ar]d than that. They are prepared to sacrifice
handed out, demanding the repeal ofanyway the North is not its object. The all the sons of the poor, and all the soul and
Articles 2 and 3 of the Constitution, so Soireewas only an incident in the Wes$t honour of their nation for the deferred
that the Protestant North would be put in Britishising craze of a politically barrepn promise of a shadow of liberty.

a position to listen to what the Catholic middle class. And so the great scene in the House of
South had to say to it—supposing it had Brendan Clifford Commons was but a fresh staging of the
taken enough interest in the Protestant old game of treachery and intrigue making
North to have anything to say to it. Editorial Note:  The Autumn Church & its own price with compromise and

The response of the political and State will carry a full report of the Soire€. | \yeakness. Thatis understandable, butthat
compromise and weakness should mas-
querade as patriotism and statesmanship
Centenary Articles No. 1 is for Irishmen a humiliating confession.
Home Rule is postponed until after the
war. After the war the game will be entirely

James Conno”y; Ruling By Fooling in the hands of Sir Edward Carson,
N according to the following words of Mr.
["Home Rule on the Statute Book({1914)] Asquith
The greatest strategic move by the into practical operation" till the end of the "It might be said that those whom Sir

British Forces this week took place, noton war, when an Amending Bill will be passed ~ Edward Carson represented had been put

. : " : e - at a disadvantage by the patriotic action
the fields of Belgium or France, but on the to "alter, modify and qualify" its provision. they had taken. The employment of force
floor of the House of Commons. In that

Again | ask, will some person tell me  for what was called the ‘coercion of
fortress the forces of the enemy are 100 ,qe \yhat is the difference? There is UlSter was an absolutely unthinkable

iherefore thar sategie move was crowned 27! What then, was the reason for the (W1 5 far a2 fe anc B sojenducs
: L g great 'scene’ in the House of Commons? 9 n ey
with brilliant success. The problem was = o =~ "~ simpleton, why the reason would never countenance or consider.

nothowto defeat a nation in arms battling is plain. When Carson consented to en- These words were a plain intimation to
for all that makes life worth living, but

: ; . courage his Volunteers to enlist in return the Orange forces and their leader that if
how to fool a nation without arms into : ' o X
. . : forapromise on the part of the Governmentthey stand firm they will win. A hint they
becoming the accomplice of its oppressor. . .
; . .~~~ "that the Home Rule Bill would be hung up are surely wise enough to take.
And the strategic move in question is | .
already being hailed as a great Iandmarkhlgh and dry he had to agree not tp be”"?‘y . -
of national DroAress the fact of the compact to the public lestit Meanwhile the official Home Rule press
prog ' destroy the chances of recruiting in theand all the local J.P.’s., publicans, land-
Nationalist district. And for the same grabbers, pawnbrokersand slumlandlords
reason it was necessary that the Toriesvho control the United Irish League will
who are delighted at Asquith’s surrenderstrain every nerve in an endeavour to
L . should pretend to be indignant. The sceneecruit for England’s army, to send forth
Unionists and the dramatic march-out of . : : )
: in the House and the alleged disappoint-more thousands of Irishmen and boys to
Mr. Bonar Law and his followers. And as . : ; . ;
ment of the Tories will be a great help to manure with their corpses the soil of a

the reader must also guess | believe the o . e
; recruiting. Lord Crewe declared foreign country, to lose their lives and
whole thing to have been a carefully-

staged pantomime to fool Nationalist "He was quite confident that when the their souls in the work of murdering men
Ireland. All the evidence points in that ~ Government of Ireland Bill had been who never harboured an evil thought of
direction. Listen. To any reader of the Placed on the Statute Book there would Irish men or women, to expend in the
Irish Workerwho can point out anv real be a rush to enlist in the army on the partdegradation of a friendly nation that
i between th P | f|¥/| of the whole of Ireland. (Ministerial magnificent Irish courage which a wiser
erence between tn€ proposalorMesSIS. — cheers). patriotism might better employ in the

Asquith and Redmond on the one hand o ) .
and that of Bonar Law and Carson on the And the matchless leader Of_ the lrish liberation of their own.
race, John E. Redmond, alluding to the

Ot.her ! V.V'" give the f'rs.'t brass farth.'ng recruiting mission of Mr. Asquith, hasten-  Yes, ruling by fooling, is a great British
with their name upon it | find floating d to hold out th h f anart—with great Irish fools to practice on
down the Liffey on a grindstone. € r? ot'blou el sa][n:a_ hop;esdof an 9 P '
inexhaustible supply ot insh food for Irish Worker , 19 September 1914

powder. He said

As the reader guesses | am alluding to
the great debate on Home Rule, to the
great fight between Home Rulers and

Carson's Proposal: Thatthe Home Rule

Bill should not be put on the statute book "The Premier had announced that He

until the end of the war, and should then be WaShQOirE)g tor?ddress ameeting i}? Dutélin. Look Up the
; i ; ; Let him beg him to go soon. He hoped {o

considered along with an Amending Bill. Athol Books

have the honour to stand on the platform

Asquith-Redmond Proposal: That the ?ﬁ;{dﬁeh'wéjgd hhaevgoglr(]j gac:hmdi?agltlg archive on the Internet

statute book, but "no steps taken to put it www.atholbooks.org




Man(sergh) Overboard! []

Oh dear! Some might say | asked for it. of the 1998 Peace Agreement.
In the July issue dfish Political Review

although referring to the fact that in the .
Martin was always careful to espouse a

February issue | had strongly criticised . o
Martin Mansergh for nonsensical remarks Republican stance of formal neutrallty n
respect of both World Wars. While

onthe War of Independence, | nonetheless

. . i sometimes sailing close to the wind, he
complimented him for his common-sense . N
would always pull back just in time to

take on the Gerry Adams arrest. Iwasnot_ =~~~ ©
N : avoid slipping overboard from the Repub-
naive enough to think that | would never !
o . ) lican ship, as can be seen from the 2003
again find him spouting off some more : :
N . . _collection of his speeches and essaheg,
historical nonsense which would require a . . . ,
) : . Legacy of HistoryYetaline of his father's
response, but | was certainly quite naive in . .
actually came to his rescue for his Address

bellevmg that he would at least give us all atthe Sologheadbeg Ambush Commemor-
some time to draw breath beforehand. But_..
ation on 25th January 1998 where, as he

| Thi
no! This past 14th July Mansergh Crossedput it on the occasiothere the first shots

over the Rubicon to the British side of were fired in the War of Independence”.
history. . . . . .
. . Martin was facilitated in coupling his own
Brendan Clifford has written as follows :
. . ; homage tdmen of resolution and ruthless
of Martin Mansergh's father: . .
. . courage like Dan Breen, Sean Treacy,
Germany... was destined to live as a gean Hogan, Seamus Robinson and the
hundred kingdoms big and small until other men present at Sologheadbefjh

the late 19th century because English ¢ f Nicholas M h wh
destiny required that it should be so, as & Sentence from Nicholas Mansergh who

did French destiny... Bismarck united Nad been no less clinically ruthless in
Germany by means of two small pronouncing:"For the policemen who
purposeful wars and a successful defencedied at Sologheadbeg there was reserved
against a French invasion. And Nicholas the melancholy fate of having fallen on the
Mansergh, a busy administrator in the wrong side of history"(pp 257-8).

service of the British Empire at war, Martin Mansergh's lecturePadraic
made time to come to Queen Alexandrap d the Creati f Irish
College in Dublin in 1944 to lecture earse an € Lreation of an Ins

about the origins of the 1914 War and to D€mocracy delivered to the Ireland
tut-tut about Bismarck's two little wars" Institute on 5th November 1998, contained

(Church and StateFirst Quarter, 2011). some elements of the aforementioned
sailing close to the wind, before regaining

Irish-born Nicholas Mansergh had been his footing:
educated in his native Tipperary as well as
in Dublin, before going on to do the British
State some considerable service, not least
during the Second World War when, as
Head of the Ministry of Information's
Empire Division, he engaged in several
dirty tricks operations against the Irish
State. Not least because of my own family
history, | have never held with telescoping
fathers and sons, and | have never done so
in the case of Nicholas and Martin
Mansergh. Martin, the English born—as
well as English reared and educated—son
of an Anglo-Irish father and an English
mother, opted to become an Irishman.
Proceeding from being a political advisor
tothree successive Fianna Fail Taoisigh—
Haughey, Reynolds and Ahern—Martin
was eventually elected to the Dail for Dan
Breen's old seat of Tipperary South, and
was elevated to the office of Minister for
State at the Department of the Taoiseach,
during the course of which, as | have
always acknowledged, he did the Irish
State some significant service at the time

In his "Dan Breen successordays,

"Essentially, by the outbreak of the
First World War, nearly a generation of
constitutional action had failed to achieve
tangible results. The situation in 1914
was that Home Rule, if it came, would be
very restricted, much more so than
originally proposed in 1886... Redmond
through his support for the war and for
British imperialism seemed to have
abandoned the cultural and spiritual roles,
to which Pearse and fellow members of
the Gaelic League were deeply attached...
Pearse is seen as the fount of modern
Republicanism. Yet 'Republicanism’ is a
concept that he almost never deployed
prior to the 1916 Proclamation.
'Separatist' is how he described his own
philosophy. The substance was more
important than the form. Some historians
have picked out a fleeting passage from
the memoirs of Desmond FitzGerald,
concerning discussion amongst those
occupying the GPO about the possible
interest of a Hohenzollern prince in the
throne of Ireland. It was speculative banter
about possible German designs not Irish
designs, of the type that Wolfe Tone
engaged in about French intentions in the

Paris of the 1790s. Weighed against the
solemnity of the Proclamation, this piece
of distraction has been invested with a
ludicrously exaggerated importance by
some historians and commentators mostly
unsupportive of the 1916 Rising and the
Republican tradition... {But (which is
my interpolation of that qualifying
word—MO'R} | have always felt that the
alignmentwith the Kaiser's Germany was
a pity. Pearse would have related to the
fine humane Celtic scholarship of German
scholars, like Kuno Meyer. Butthere was
nothing particularly more gallant about
the Germans than other participants in
the First World War. The earlier Connolly
-inspired slogan;We fight for neither
King nor Kaiser'{sic; 'serve'was that
slogan's actual verb—MO'R}, was more
principled..."

"The question of how we should regard
those Irish people who fought in the First
World War has to this day been somewhat
fraught. Important distinctions require to
be drawn. John Redmond's support for
the war and for recruitment at Wooden-
bridge in September 1914 was arguably
his most fatal political error. But the
position of those who answered the call is
a different question... The question of
John Redmond's position is fairly easily
disposed of. He put his faith in Britain,
indeed freed up its flank to fight a world
war, without getting anything tangible in
return. He was not rewarded, and there is
no evidence to support the notion that the
camaraderie of the war would have sorted
out the Ulster problem and recruited
Unionists to Home Rule... Pearse, as we
know, admired, indeed was enthusiastic
that thousands were prepared to die for
their country in the battlefields of
Flanders, whatever reservations he had
about Irish participation. He has often
been roundly condemned for those lurid
remarks, though Thomas Jefferson made
almost identical ones a century earlier
{during the American War of
Independence—MO'R}. His choice of
words was undoubtedly unfortunate, but
the sentiment was near universal. Whatis
hypocritical, however, is to laud those
who took partin the mass slaughterin the
battlefield of Europe, while condemning
those who struck a decisive blow for Irish
freedom. There are few serious historians
who defend the thesis that independence
would inevitably have occurred without
any need for a military struggle. If Britain
had been prepared to respond differently,
the story might of course have been more
benign and peaceful... For some, the
success of the War of Independence
superseded 1916. On the analogy that the
United States was founded on Inde-
pendence Day, 4 July 1776, and not in
1783 or 1787, most of us would see
Easter 1916 as the founding date of this
State. But there are other possible dates,
January 1919, when the first Dail met,
the establishment of the Provisional
government in January 1922, or even 6
December 1922, whenthe Irish Free State
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became a recognised entity in
international law in a form that had the
agreement of Britain. The main parties in
the State, including Labour, can all point
to their part in the events of 1916. If we
take Irish constitutionality rather than
British constitutionality, then 1916 was
the foundation date of an Irish national
democracy, even if it was the beginning
of a long struggle."

Phew! Martin almost wobbled in the

direction of 1922 British constitutionality,
before regaining his Republican balance:

"Looked at more dispassionately from
today, the settlement negotiated under
the Treaty was a major advance on Home
Rule, butitwas unsatisfactory in denying
the Irish people the form of government
which they preferred and had a right to,
and it attempted, unsuccessfully in the
long-term, to fix Ireland's status perman-

"Lloyd George, in hisreply to de Valera
of 7 September 1921 staté&the principle
of government by consent of the governed
is the foundation of British constitutional
development, but we cannot accept as a
basis of practical conference an inter-
pretation of that principle which would
commit us to any demands which you
might present—even to the extent of
setting up a republic and repudiating the
Crown.'lIt was not until December 1993
that the British government, albeitin a
way qualified by the concurrent
consent of the two parts, finally
recognised the principle of the self-
determination of the people of Ireland,
north and south, in the Downing Street
Declaration, a catching up on one of
the omissions of the Treaty(p 275; my
emphasis—MO'R).

Mansergh continued:

war, and why so many attempts to
avert it failed, was the adamant, but
ultimately futile efforts of Britain,
which continued well into the 1930s, to
deny twenty-six-county Ireland the full
attributes of sovereign independence
{My emphasis—MO'R} ... Aided and
abetted by the pedantry of Curtis' intel-
lectual crusade to reform the empire,
Churchill's involvement in Ireland
belongs along with the Dardanelles, the
Gold Standard and India, to the litany of
disasters on the debit side of a great
statesman's public record {I will refrain
from commenting in this article on
Churchill's support for Fascism in both
Italy and Spain—MO'R}... The mess
created in Ireland was undoubtedly a
deserved factor in the collapse of the
Lloyd George coalition in October 1922"
(pp 281-3).

As regards an Irish historical narrative,

ently. The British were delighted that

they succeeded in passing on to Irishmen

the task of facing down Republicans” (pp
233-9).

Further oninthe book, but chronologic-

ally earlier as to when his speech had

actually been delivered, Martin put it far
more bluntly:

th"Tlom ?afVi& hgs SpsetC‘:|at?§ why 'tﬂ so far so good, more or less; or is it? | have
€ ong term he Free Stateé side Won the€, 5 yet commented on Mansergh's

battle butlostthe war. The obvious reason. i fC Iv's | wfeith
is that people never especially liked the MVocation or.onnolly's slogan aieither

Treaty, butaccepted it because they likedKing nor Kaiser; in his 1998 Pearse
renewed fighting even less. They had lecture, as d'corrective” to Pearse's
little difficulty with a political strategy  "alignmentwith GermanyBut Mansergh
fordismantling the Treaty by constitution- himself has now given that issue renewed
almethods, by either Collins or de Valera. contemporary significance. Under the

"The Civil War was precipitated, above
all, by the duplicity of Lloyd George, the
bullying of Churchill, and the rigid and
pedantic dogmatism of the imperial
ideologue Lionel Curtis, who repressed
the slightest hereswis-a-vis his
conception of the Treaty. Free Staters
were cast in the role of curbing
Republicans. Ireland was rendered
impotent by being divided not only
between north and south, but within the
south. Despite strenuous efforts on both
sides to avert civil war, in which Liam
Lynch played a constructive role... both
sides fell eventually into the trap. The
Republican side in the Civil War was far
more constitutionally minded than they
are given credit for. They were pledged
to defend the constitutional legitimacy of
the Republic declaredin 1916, proclaimed
again, this time with a massive popular
mandate in January 1919, and reiterated
in 1921... In a physical sense, the Free
State prevailed... (but) the ideal of the
Republic had much greater popular
appeal." (p 300).

Mansergh could hardly have said any-

thing else! Under his "mantle of Dan

The Labour opposition in the Dail in the
autumn of 1922 also tried to remove the
king from the constitution. | do not

heading of"King or Kaiser, we serve
neither", a letter was published in thiesh

subscribe to the notion that the Treaty Examinerthis 4th July from a Mark
won ade factdRepublic... Ingeneral, the Duggan, which stated:

Free State side tended to argue that the
Republic had always belonged to the
realm of fantasy..The fact is that the
British and specifically JH Thomas, a
National Labour Minister, fought the
economic war to try to prevent the
dismantling of Dominion Status and
the establishment of @e factdRepublic
from 1937{My emphasis—MO'R}. The
first Governor-General, Tim Healy, was
put on look-out for any legislation
contrary to the Treaty, to alert the British,
if not in the last resort, to exercise the
right of veto... The second reason why
the Free State side lost out in the long
term was the extra-judicial executions of
the autumn of 1922 by the government of
the Free State after Collins' death, which
horrified independent opinion... While
great stress is laid as an historical figleaf
on the kidnapping of a Free State General
rather than the British ultimatum as the
trigger of the Civil War, the choice as far
as Collins was concerned, when he
rejected Liam Lynch's overtures in August

"I am in agreement with Donal
Kennedy's letter of June 26%eland
should not honour warmongersas |
believe this to be very true of the First
World War celebrations. All of the most
advanced and progressive thinkers
internationally opposed the First World
War bitterly. For whose benefit was the
First World War fought but the rich and
powerful of Europe, and it was more than
a tragedy that so many Irishmen died
serving the British Empire which had
carried out genocide during the Famine.
In a strange way it is 'back to the future'
now as regards ‘official Ireland' fully
supporting and kowtowing to the British
monarchy while unemployment and
poverty stalk the land. Willanother James
Connolly step forward to tell us thate
serve neitherking nor kaiser but Irelafid’

There was no guile involved in this
letter, as there had been in Mansergh's

Breen"personaat that time, he was, after
all, delivering the oration in honour of the
man he described8A Fallen Republican
Leader, General Liam Lynch'at the
annual commemoration held on 19th April
1998 for Lynch as the Chief-of-Staff of
the Anti-Treaty IRA. A year previously,
on 1st March 1997, when delivering a
paper on"The freedom to achieve
freedom?—The political ideas of Collins
and de Valera"Mansergh had also related:

1922, was between the return of the British Nvocation of that Connolly slogan in 1998.
and the anti-Treatyites sending in their Martinwas not, however, doing his father's

arms... Mulcahy admitted the decision work onthatoccasion. Nicholas Mansergh
to attack the Four Courts to preventthemwas, after all, a British Imperialist who
attacking the British had practically been served as Head of the Empire Division in

tk?(lj(r?gpsgoéit%?r?srrﬂar?éggt?gn;g e"i‘;ﬁZrBritain's Ministry of Information during

Free Staters or Republicans for what the Se_cond World War, and .Who had
turned out to be tragic errors, mostly taken time out, as Brendan Clifford has
committed out of patriotic motivesye ~ Pointed out, to come to Dublin to give a
should never lose sight of the fact that ~ series of lectures in November-December

the root, indeed sole, cause of the civil 1944, in which he argued the British



Imperialist case for the First World War
("The coming of the First World War; a
study in the European Balance, 1878-
1914"). Martin's 1998 position differed
from that of his father. Martin argued the
case for formal neutrality in the Imperialist
War. He had, after all, characterised
Redmond'ssupport for the war and for
British imperialism"as "his most fatal
error". But, in seeking refuge in a
Greavesite reworking of Connolly for his
own position of neutrality, Martin was
bluffing, and he knew it.

At the Dr Douglas Hyde Conference in
July 2001, in a paper entitletlames
Connolly Reassessed: The Irish and

from the end of October to early the First World War did not change, but

December 1914. This, in my view, was mine have, insofar as | now hold with
little more than another example of a Connolly rather than Lenin.

Connolly pose, a device that he adopted

as a public stance in order to enable him . . . .
to operate more effectively with a Itis a pity that Martin Mansergh did not

different (and from the very outset, a pro- S€€ fitto announce that, as he now emerges
German) agenda... Only a month short &8s an“Allied victory” triumphalist in

of the Easter Rising, in th&/orkers' respect of that Imperialist War, he has
Republicof March 18, 1916, Connolly consequently disavowed his 1998 self-
argued in an article entitied "The German presentation as'aeither King nor Kaiser"

or the British Empire"We donotwishto o trajist. Martin crossed the Rubicon

be ruled by either Empire, butwe certainly , . -
believe that the first named contains in this 14th July when, under the heading of

germ more of the possibilities of freedom 'Historical reality of 1916 leadersthe
and civilisation than the latter." Irish Examinerpublished a letter from

him where, after at least 38 years'

In 2001 itself | forwarded my paper to knowledge of Connolly's actual position,

European Context{(republished as a artin Mansergh. But, whentaking refuge "¢ ‘Pravely’ emerged from under his

in 2006), | argued:

Connolly as pro-German. This, however,

in 1998, Mansergh already knew it for

"Connolly should neither be deified what it was. He at least knew it as far bac

nor have myths constructed around him. : .
But what of issues such as Connolly's would have already predisposed him to be

stand on the First World War? His anavid reader of that self-stylgghper of
principal biographer CD Greaves record", the Irish Times As a rapidly
maintained thatConnolly's thought ran  promoted Irish public servant, who
parallelwith Lenin's(The Lifeand Times  5qyanced from the rank of Third Secretary
?rjig?/vgissﬁagorljgﬁ?ulé p'lgv%?n.ty?il:/te in the Department of Foreign Affairs in

: 1974 to that of First Secretary in 1977, it

years ago (1976) a controversy raged in - ) o
the columns of thérish Timesduring ~ Was also his professional responsibility to

which | challenged the Greaves School be such a reader. So Martin was perfectly
on that issue and, in particular, the well aware thatfrom Aprilto August 1976
prevailing view that Connolly's position a controversy on the Easter Rising, which
in respect of the First World War was one | had initiated, raged in the letters columns
of neutrality. | pointed out that it was not of the Irish Times in that brief 1970s

Lenin who appealed to Connolly, but :
rather Lenin's life-long opponent, the period, long gone, when uncensored open

Polish Socialist leader Josef Pilsudski. debate was tolerated by the paper. In my
Connolly in fact applauded Pilsudski's letter published by thieish Timeson 27th

Polish Legion for fighting alongside May 1976, while holding that an Easter
Germany against Russia, as a contingenRising had been justified, | nonetheless

ofthe Austrian armyWorkersRepublic  nointed out: "In October 1914 Connolly
April 15, 1916). In 1976, while holding further proclaimed:

that the 1916 Rising was justified, | had
‘| believe that the German nation is

nonetheless gone onto criticise Connolly 'k . )
for not ideologically differentiating fighting a necessary fight for the saving
of civilisation in Europe.This line of

himself to a sufficient degree from his

allies and for violating the 'pure' socialist ~ propagandawas pursued by Connolly for
principle of neutrality in respect of the  the remainder of his life."
Imperialist War. A re-assessment of

Connolly on my part also involves are-  And I went on to provide chapter and
assessment of what | myself previously Verse in considerable detail, despite being
wrote about him. The more | re-read threatened with the sack by the then
Connolly the more convinced | am that | ITGWU General Secretary for engaging
got it right as to where he stood on the jn sych a controversy. The respective
First World War. It was, however, When 1 e of the Imperialist War by Lenin

I held Connolly to have been wrong for dcC I tterly i ilabl
taking such a stand, that | myself got it and Lonnolly were utterly ireconciiable,
wrong. The more | now read Connolly in and it was as a Marxist-Leninist that | had
conjunction with the actual history ofthe assailed Connolly's analysis. As | made
First World War itself the more | apprec- clear in my 2001 lecture, | have long
iate his reasons for rejecting neutrality in ceased to hold my 1976 perspective. | am
that conflict and for preferring a German ng jonger a Leninist Communist (although
victory over a British one. Those Who | 5 0o of having been one). | don't
wish to remain convinced of Connolly's like labels. but if it helps. the shorthand
neutrality always allude to a particular Ike 1abels, but 1Tt helps, the shorthan
slogan of his"We Serve Neither King description of a Jack Jones/James
nor Kaiser but Ireland—that Connolly ~ Connolly/Michael O'Flanagan Socialist
hung as a banner from Liberty Hall and Republican might be given to the political
used as the masthead of theh Worker  peliefs | now hold. Connolly's views on

xwas not from an anti-Imperialist

as 1976. Martin's Anglo-Irish pedigree perspective, but from a Wilsonian 'Allied
victory' one:

"While the words on the banner hung
in front of Liberty Hall ('We serve neither
King nor Kaiser but Ireland’) still resonate
a century on, representing the values of a
patriotic anti-imperialist neutrality, they
mask an historical reality that was a good
deal more complex than is generally
allowed (Letters, July 4). While James
Connolly regarded the Great War, as it
was called then, as barbaric, and would
have wished the labour movement across
Europe to have refused to participate, he
also took the view that the war having
started he wished the British Empire to
be beaten, and that, if forced to choose
between the two, the German Empire
was 'a homogeneous Empire of self-
governing peoples' (Poland, German
South-West Africa?) and contained 'in
germ more of the possibilities of freedom
and civilisation'. The reality is that the
leaders of 1916 were neither neutral nor
anti-imperialist. They were anti-British
imperialism. The Proclamation referred
to 'our gallant allies in Europe', which
were principally Imperial Germany and
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, which
incidentally was Arthur Griffith's and the
early Sinn Féin's model for Irish
independence. Undoubtedly, German
support for Irish revolution turned out to
be amirage, apart fromthe guns landed at
Howth and Kilcoole in the summer of
1914, which were a fraction of those
landed at Larne for the unionists, but it
was enough to facilitate the rising. Even
after that, as Michael Collins told the
American journalist Hayden Talbot in
1922, in his estimation, the Rising and
the subsequent national revival 'were all
inseparable from the thought and hope of
a German victory', on which they were
counting to gain a place at the peace
table. Certainly, one can be sceptical
about the notion that the First World War
was started for the sake of small nations,
such as Serbia and Belgium, but the fate
of Catholic Belgium was the issue that
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had greatest impact on recruitment in
Ireland in the early months of the war. In
terms of war outcomes, four defeated
empires collapsed, others were weakened,
and about a third of the countries that

to seek a hearing of its caseHafry
Boland: A Biography 1998, pp 77, 80-
1, and 94-6).

With consummate cynicism, Professor

now make up the European Uniondirectly David Fitzpatrick of Trinity College
or indirectly gained their freedom, Dublin's History Department, also related:

including Ireland. France, which would
have lost the war but for the British
Expeditionary Force which included
thousands of Irishmen, regained Alsace-
Lorraine, taken from them in 1871. The
principle of national self-determination
enunciated in 1917 by President Wood-
row Wilson, however imperfect and
difficult to apply, has led in the longer
run to close to 200 members of the United
Nations.One can certainly argue that
Ireland's freedom came about not just
because of the Rising and the struggle
for independence, but also because it
fitted into the new international order
created by the Allied victory. {My
emphasis—MO'R}. Most people, and all
main political parties, now accept that it
is right to commemorate Irishmen who
gave their lives in World War 1, but
perhaps we could accept that their
sacrifice also contributed to the freedom
we enjoy today..."

Martin Mansergh knew full well that,

as far as US President Woodrow Wilson
was concerned, the principle of self-
determination did not apply to Ireland. As
Jim Maher related:

"De Valeradecidedto goto Americato
bring Irish-American pressure to bear on
President Wilson to push Ireland's claim
atthe Peace Conference... Atthe session
of Dail Eireann on 10 April 1919, de
Valera ... spoke about President Wilson
of the USA and his self-determination

"Even before Harry Boland's arrival
(in the USA), the possibility of winning
a hearing for the Irish case in Paris was
remote, being formally eliminated just
before the signature of the Versailles
Treaty when (French Prime Minister)
Clemenceau, President of the Peace
Conference, emphatically rejected the
American Senate's request for a hearing.
('Interventioninthe affairs of Allied States
seems to me a question which the present
Peace Conference canin noway consider
under any circumstances whatsoever.'
See George Clemenceau to Robert
Lansing, US Secretary of State, 25 June
1919,The Papers of Woodrow Wilson
Harry and his comrades faced the even
more formidable challenge of justifying
their furious opposition to the Allied cause
and to Conscription in Ireland, which,
like American War fever, had peaked in
1918. This was achieved by expressing
admiration for Wilson's War-aims, while
denouncing Ireland's exclusion from his
principle of national self-determination.
Such casuistry did not impress the
American Legion, which used its
extensive influence among War veterans
to disrupt Irish meetings and oppose civic
receptions for de Valera... Many loyal
Americans remained justifiably sceptical
of Irish and Irish-American patriotic
credentials" (Harry Boland's Irish
Revolution 2003, pp 136 and 140-1).

In her 2003 book, an American histor-

principles basetlipon the consent of the jan, Joanne Mooney Eichacker, was yet
governedand he appealed for Wilsonto 1,4 enlightening:

stand by those policies as they applied to
Irish independencdf President Wilson
does not stand by his principles the Irish
race will stand by them, and if no other
people will lead the way the Irish people
will do so and see that justice and rightis
done.'Dev referred to the goal that Dail
Eireann had in mind—the establishment
of an Irish Republic... On 23 June (in
New York) ... de Valerabegan by saying,
'Fromtoday | am in America as the official
head of the Republic established by the
will of the Irish people, in accordance
with the principles of self-determination."'
... The efforts to procure a hearing of
Ireland's case before the Peace
Conference in Paris failed. President
Wilson said that there was an agreement
among the Committee of the Big Four in
Versailles that no small nation should
appear before it without the unanimous
consent of the whole committee and
England had vetoed the hearing of
Ireland's claim. All future efforts to have
Ireland's case heard at the Peace
Conference were fruitless. The Treaty of
Versailles was signed on 27 June and
closed a chapter on Dail Eireann's effort

"Early in January 1918, Hanna Sheehy
Skeffington received a petition from the
women of Cumann na mBan, along with
a request that she deliver it personally to
President Wilson... Accompanied by a
delegation of thirty-eight, Hanna met with
President Wilson on 11 January 1918 for
approximately an hour... She presented
him with a petition signed by all the
members of the Cumann na mBan
Council. According to Hanna, the petition
'put forth the claim of Ireland for self-
determination and appealed to President
Wilsonto include Ireland among the small
nations for whose freedom America was
fighting'... Although not at liberty to
divulge the contents of their conversation,
she could say she had discussed Ireland's
rights, American supportand his commit-
ment to small nations... She commented
that when she reminded the President of
his Irish ancestry, he bantered back
'Scotch-Irish, Madanh'... Hanna spoke
(in San Francisco) on 17 April 1918...
She insisted that Ireland's case depended
on being liberated at the end of the war
and referred to President Wilson's remarks

on'the principle of self-determination of
nations upon which the modern world
insists! She said she had to believe the
President; otherwise she would have to
accuse him of thgrossest hypocrisy’."
(Irish Republican Women in America:
Lecture Tours 1916-191%p 81-2 and
84-5).

"The President agreed to meet the Irish-
American delegation at the New York
Metropolitan Opera House on March 3...
The President informed the delegation
that he was unable to intervene in the
domestic policy of other governments.
Referring to the Irish question, he later
told Ray Stannard Baker, a close friend,
‘they (the Irish-Americans)were so
insistent that | had hard work keeping my
temper. He later told David Hunter
Miller, an American staff member of the
Peace Conference delegation, that his
first impulse was totell the Irish-
Americans to go to hellOn the other
hand, when it became clear that Irish-
Americans were suspicious of the League
of Nations and unenthusiastic about the
League of Nations, the President began
to worry about their power in both the
House and the Senate. Prudently, he
agreed to send an emissary, George Creel,
formerly head of the War Information
Bureau, to Ireland in February to
investigate conditionsdowever, at the
same time the President stated he was
not prepared to quarrel with wartime
allies over seating Ireland at the Peace
Conferencé' (ibid, pp 49-50; my
emphasis—MO'R).

"The members of the American Com-
mission for Irish Independence (inclusive
of attorney Michael J Ryan, Public
Service Commissioner in Philadelphia,
Edward F Dunne, former Governor of
Illinois, and New York Attorney Frank P
Walsh) were granted passports to travel
from Paris to met with the leaders of the
Irish Republic in order to later 'enlighten
American opinion' They arrived in
Dublin on 3 May 1919 and traveled
throughout Ireland. Generally they spoke
on'lrish Independence from Britain, on
an Irish republic, on the American model
of republicanism, on the Allied war aims
concerning small nations and self-
determination, and on the powers of the
Dail Government derived from the 1918
election'. Their comments on these
subjects produced strong adverse
reactions from the British. The American
Ambassador in London, John W Davis,
reported thatMichael Ryan ... once or
twice advocated action similar to that
adopted in Easter Week in 1916. Messrs
Walsh and Dunne ... although they did
not advocate armed rebellion, missed no
opportunity of stating that they
represented over 20,000,000 of American
people, all ready to help to their utmostin
assisting Ireland to achieve its objective,
i.e. an Irish Republic(Davis to the US
Secretary of State, 28 May 1918@jilson
and his administration now had
evidence to justify their refusal of



support for Irish self-determination.
And they once again succumbed to
British pressure to stay closely allied

to England's position that the problems
with Ireland were internal ones.{My
emphasis —-MO'R}. When the Irish-
American delegation persisted in their
requests to meet with the President, Frank
Walsh and Edward Dunne were granted
an interview with him on June 11 during
which he made the following 'fork-
tongued' statement concerning Irish self-
determination'You have touched on the

war and men from across the island,
from both Catholic and Protestant
backgrounds, enlisted. Over 210,000
Irishmen served in the British forces
during the First World War, while many
others of Irish descent served with the
forces of other Commonwealth nations
or those of America. As many as 50,000
Irishmen died in the war. In the Second
World War, as many as 100,000 Irishmen
served and some 10,000 killed."

At the outbreak of the Second World

great metaphysical tragedy of today. \y4r in 1939, Ireland was, well, what? If,

When | gave utterance to those words |
said them without the knowledge that

as Martin Mansergh has argued, Britain

nationalities existed which are comingto finally recognised an Irish right to self-

us day after day. Of course, Ireland's determination in 1993, that message has

case, from the point of view of population, failed to getthrough to the Commonwealth

from the point of view of the struggle it War Graves Commission, which recog-
has made, from the point of interestithas nises neither Irish sovereignty nor

excitedin the world, and especially among
our own people, whom | am anxious to
serve, is the outstanding case of a small

neutrality, and certainly not the right to be
neutral. It clearly would have stuck in the

nationality. You do not know and cannot CWGC's gulletto have conceded anything

appreciate the anxieties | have experi- such, and the Commission eschewed a

enced as the result of these many millionsform of wording which might have
of people having their hopes raised by otherwise read"In the Second World
what | said.'On 28 June 1919 the Peace War a Sovereign Irish State purSUGd a

Treaty with Germany was signed at
Versailles. The Friends of Irish Freedom
had appointed John A Murphy of Buffalo,

policy of neutrality, while as many as
100,000 Irishmen served in the British

NY, as a supplementary member of the forces.”

Commission; however, he arrived in Paris
afterthe signing. On July 22, he requested
an audience with Premier Clemenceau,
but never received an answer. The work
of the Irish delegation was complete.
(ibid, pp 52-3).

The CWGC figure of 100,000 Irishmen

(from both North and South) serving in
. the British armed forces in the Second
World War also reminds me of a particular

dirty tricks operation against Ireland which

If President Wilson spoke with forked- Njcholas Mansergh had been responsible

tongue, what are we to say of Martin fo; gisseminating, when Head of the
Mansergh? For he knows only too well Empire Division of Britain's Ministry of

that Irish independence owes nothing t0|nformation. Mansergh is not aname to be
Wilson. Quite the contrary; the Irish War found in either the narrative or the index

of Independence had to be waggainst

of Professor Brian Girvin's 2008agnum

that Allied victory which kept Ireland in opus The Emergency: Neutral Ireland
thrall. As he has now come out to acclaim 1939-45You will, however, find Nicholas
the Anglo-American victory in the 1914- 4 3 noteworthy footnote. Girvin related:

1918 Imperialist War, Martin can no longer
be said to be aboard the good ship "Service
to the Irish State". But he has not slipped
overboard; he has taken a conscious
decision to jump ship. Or, to borrow from
Nicholas Mansergh'simagery, Martin has
finally volunteered to fall on the wrong
side of Irish history. And whéhistory"is
that wrong side now seeking to teach us?
This past 31st July the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission marked the
centenary of the First World War in
Dublin's Glasnevin Cemetery with a
memorial brochure which, under the
heading of'lreland and the two world
wars", told us how our netiveconciliation
history" should read:

"At the outbreak of the First World
War in 1914, Ireland was part of the
United Kingdom. Both Nationalist and
Unionist leaders initially supported the

"In late April 1995, almost fifty years
after the end of the Second World War,
Taoiseach John Bruton made an
emotional speech at the Irish National
Memorial Park at Islandbridge in Dublin
in which he paid tribute to the 150,000
Irish people who had 'volunteered to fight
against Nazi tyranny in Europe, at least
10,000 of whom were killed while serving
in British uniforms'... Someone as level-

headed as Sean Lemass told one British

visitor in 1943 that there were 100,000
Irish men in the British armed forces and
a further 150,000 in civilian work... The

estimates escalated as the war came to an

end. In Dublin (British Minister) Maffey

came to the conclusion that Frank
Gallagher, head of the Government
Information Service and de Valera's
confidant, was orchestrating a campaign
to present Irish neutrality in the best
possible light... Gallagher promoted the
view that Irish neutrality had not dis-

advantaged the British or the United States
in any way, indeed that its impact had
either been even-handed or positive for
the Allies. British officials believed that
this Irish campaign during 1945 had been
effective... The Dominions Office sought
to counter Irish nationalist assertions but
found reliable figures hard to come by...
The (Dominions Office) totals for all
men and women in the army and air force
come to 41,950 for Eire and 40,600 for
Northern Ireland {plus a further 3,000
each forthe Royal Navy—MO'R}.The
Dominions Office remained unsure
how to proceed with the matter, though

it was decided to work through the
Ministry of Information to deflate the
Irish numbers being circulated... It
was also decided that Britain could
gain little from publication but that
informal circulation might temper the
Irish case. This was thought an
appropriate task for the Ministry of
Information, which was authorised to
confirm that volunteers from Eire
numbered no more than 50,000 and
that this was a generous estimate. The
intention was to counter Irish
exaggeration. (Dominions Office,
Costar to Mansergh, February 1945).
{My emphasis—MO'R}... {Yet}
Richard Doherty (in his 1999 bodish
Men and Women in the Second World
War) ... uses the accepted formula...
This gives an overall figure of 120,000
Irish military personnel serving during
the war... Further calculations lead
Doherty to conclude that 78,826 service
personnel were from Eire and 52,174
from Northern Ireland" (further
undermining Nicholas Mansergh's dirty
tricks statistics and bringing the combined
total to 130,00, pp 256-274).

On 14th July last, the very same day
that thelrish Examinerhad published
Martin Mansergh's letter, | submitted,
underthe heading &ar of Independence
the only foundation stone of this Stgtieé
following short reply:

"l do not question commemoration, as
distinct from celebration, of those
Irishmen who died fighting in Britain's
Great War of 1914-18. How could I? My
maternal grandfather's first cousin, John
Sheehy of Clonakilty, perished on a little
changing Somme frontin February 1918.
His sister Maire, while mourning his
loss, mourned still more his death in the
wrong uniform. | fully agree. | cannot for
one moment accept the argument of
Martin Mansergh (Letters, July 14) that
'Ireland’'s freedom came about not just
because of the Rising and the struggle for
independence, but also because it fitted
into the new international order created
by the Allied victory' What that Allied
victory facilitated was Britain's attempt
to overthrow the democratic will of the
Irish people, as expressed in the 1918
election, and the imposition of a Crown
regime that wasnothing more or less
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than a Fascist dictation cloaked in Belgium, Gallipoli, and so on. Thisis npt ment. In January 1906 Sir Edward Grey,
righteousnessto quote the Auxiliaries' the position. The State had other origifs, the incoming Foreign Minister in the new
Brigadier General Frank Crozier. Onlya  and because it had other origins | do rot Liberal Government, sanctioned ongoing
War of Independence could have  wish it suggested, in stone or otherwige, ~ .. Y o
overthrown that Allied victory's 'Fascist thatit has that originOnce again, | fully] military conversations betweenthe Bm'?h
dictation'. Notwithstanding the painful ~ agree.” and French General Staffs concerning
loss of his own British Army brother in . cooperationin afuture war with Germany.
that World War, the Irish Free State's  But, in contrast to the openness of rl[:eThese were organised by Colonel Reping-
Minister for Justice, Kevin O'Higgins, letters columns of its sister paper, theton and General Henry Wilson but were
would also have found Dr Mansergh's Evening Echpto free debate on the First done behind the Prime Minister's back
reasoning quite unfathomable. Rejecting world War, thelrish Examinerdid not| and only known about by Grey and Richard

the proposal for a Great War memorial in : ' .
Merrion Square. O'Higgins told the Dail believe that Dr Mansergh's eruditign Haldane, the Secretary of State for War.

on 29 March 1927'You have a Square should be challenged, and so it refusefi to  TheEntente Cordialgave the French

here, confronting the seat of the Govern- Publish my reply. hope of recovering Alsace/Lorraine in a
ment of the country... | say that any Manus O'Riordan | future war with Germany, aided by Britain
intelligent visitor not particularly versed and Russia.

in the history of this country would b¢ James Connolly Re-Assessethe Irish The Liberal Imperialists, Grey,
entitled to conclude that the origins And European Context bylanus| Haldane, Henry Asquith and Winston

this State were connected... with the livgs O'Riordan 06, £5

that were lostin the Great War in France, Churchill, had the intention of organising

preparations for war on Germany behind
the back of both the Cabinet and
Report of launch of Pat Walsh's ~ Great Fraud, held on Friday, 8th August Parliament, knowing that the bulk of the

The venue, a substantial room in Gresham Metropole Hotel, MacCurtain Street, Cd€ral Party would be greatly opposed to
was full, with attendance of over 50. The author Dr P. Walsh gave de forcaccount ~ SUCh measures.
of the origins of 1914-18: (1) Balkan War, (2) European War, and (3) World War—this o )
concatenation of events being the prism through whichGteat Fraudcan be War planning, including Royal Navy
understood. By using slides to provide focus, Dr Walsh was able to provide an analyff@itingencies for economic warfare and a
framework for his account of the origins of these linked wars, all within the limitatiorfiarvation blockade on Germany were
of a 40 minute talk. It was quite an achievement to hold together a mixed audience, nRiagned with meticulous detail. The overall
of whom seemed relatively new to the subject. Many parts of the talk actually consisté#gtedy was coordinated through the
of newly unearthed information. An important debate is emerging. Committee of Imperial Defence, a cross-

A lively audience discussion followed the presentation. Many contributed th&frty Pody containing military specialists.
family experiences of the Great War. Most expressed appreciation of the understanfifgs Were also devised for war on the
of the Great War which they had gained from the talk. There is also a view that, in s¢fiman Empire, including an attack on
way, the Great War experience is sacred, and somehow beyond analysis and understa Dardanelles and landings in
This view was expressed by a member of the audience, presumably as a criticisM%?Opm?m'a' As Captain Grenfell noted
reproach, which was respectfully heard. Preparations for war against Germany

The following is a summary of Pat Walsh's talk. had been in progress for ten years;
intensively for three years at leasBSda
Powey).
The Great War: The Great Fraud, 1914-1918 Haldane reformed the British Army

and created a British Expeditionary Force
Dr. Walsh gave a detailed account of and quality and it was felt that Britain of 160,000 that could be transported in 2

the background and build-up to the Greatcould not compete in the free market with days to the left of the French line for
War to establish that the Great War wasthe Germans. engaging in a war with Germany. This
Britain's Great War. In response to the increase of itSwas a revolutionary change in British
From 1904 to 1908 there was a revolu- commerce and in joining the world market mijlitary affairs. The biggestarmy England
tion in British Foreign policy in which in which it became necessary to import had put on the continent was at Waterloo
England made a strategic readjustment tdfood to supply its industrial workforce, in 1815 of 30,000 men. It had been a long-
direct its Balance of Power strategy away Germany began to constructanavy. ltwasstanding strategy not to commit large
from its former enemies, France anda much smaller navy than Britain's but numbers of soldiers to the Continent but
Russia, towards a new enemy, Germany England saw this as athreattoits commando |eave allies to do the fighting there. The
Germany was singled out as the of the seas. There were public threatsNavy was concerned at this military
Carthage to Britain's Rome largely for made by Royal Navy men, suchas Admiralintervention, since it implied a commit-
reasons of commercial rivalry. Fisher,tdCopenhagenthe Germannaval mentto continental warfare in conjunction
development—i.e. destroy itin portbefore with allies and a relegation of the senior
covered the following assessment by Lordaformal Qeclaration of war was made, aSseryige o a.support role. It signified a
Grey as early as January 190Bhave Nelson did to the Dutch fleet a century definite and innovatory plan for war that
come to think that Germany is our worst before. In response to German ship-bound Britain in to continental warfare at
enemy and greatest dangeiGerman building, Britain doubled its spending on the French insistence. Haldane also
) " , naval construction until itreached a quartermijlitarised British society through the

goods were outselling British goods in the of all State spending and represented thregromotion of gun clubs, territorials,

world's markets and it was capturing a ¢mes what Germany was spending. popular military lectures efc.
greater and greater share of world

commerce. Its goods had a competitive An Entente Cordialavas signed with In 1907 Britain concluded an agreement
edge over British products both in price France in 1904 by the Unionist Govern- with Tsarist Russia involving a settling of

David Owen in his recent book dis-



accounts in the Great Game and theand arrangements were notrevealed toth@nd Serbia. Serbia was responsible for
partition of Persia between England and Cabinet until 1911 when they were part- this War. As a matter of prestige, Austro-
Russia. Edward Grey promoted the ially revealed in response to the Agadir Hungary had to react forcefully to the
agreement in England as a peace policyCrisis and not fully until July 1914. assassination of the heir to its throne by
and that was music to the ears of the Asquith, Grey and Haldane denied all terrorists or28th June This was a massive
Liberal backbenchers who, despite theirknowledge of such arrangements contin-provocation that had to be dealt with.
detestation of 'Russian autocracy', wereually to Parliament using language that Austria believed that Serbian intrigues
prepared to celebrate the agreement asvas very careful but conveyed the impres-and ambitions constituted a deadly menace
securing the peace of the world. sion that nothing was in place that to the continued existence of the Empire,
committed England to a war on Germany and was aware that she must either curb

An alliance with France was, by itself, in conjunction with France and Russia. the capacity of Serbia for further
of no use to England against Germany. John Dillon of the Irish Party subjected provocations or see the Empire perish.
The great prize was also an understandinghe Government to scrutiny on the matter The British press was sympathetic to
with Russia coupled with th&ntente butthe necessity ofthe Home Rule allianceVienna with the most popular paper in
Cordiale Britain was an island nation encouraged him, and Liberal backbenchersEngland sayingTo Hell with Serviaand
and it was primarily a sea power. It did not who were suspicious, to drop it. demanding it be wiped from the face of
have a large army and it had opposed the earth, lest this rogue-state endanger
conscription. Therefore, it would have  The fleet was mobilised to battle posi- the peace of Europe. Thdanchester
been impossible for Britain to have tions prior to the declaration of war on Guardiansuggested the country be towed
defeated Germany by itself. It needed andGermany. The British Expeditionary Force out into the Atlantic and sunk. Captain
wanted the large French army and thewas landed in less than 48 hours in FranceGrenfell (RN) says this about the Serbian
even larger Russian army to do most of theafter Asquith's orders. reply:
fighting on the Continent for it. The  The Royal Navy cut the German "It has been the fashion among British
Russian Army was particularly important undersea cables on the opening day of the  historians to describe the Serbian reply to
and it was seen to be likésteamroller'  War, making the Germans reliant on the the Austrian note as extraordinarily
that would roll all the way to Berlin, British cables for communicating across ~ conciliatory, all but two of the Austrian
crushing German resistance by its sheethe Atlantic and to other parts oftheworld. ~ démands being conceded. The present
weight of numbers. Britain's mainweapon ~ On 5th August 1914 the British war ~ 2uthor does not take that view. The two

. - . rejected demands were the key ones that
of war a_nd her instrument for the plans were revealed in a series of Royal alone could have made the rest effective.
strangulanon_ of Germany was the Royal Proclamations on the day after war was  a|| the remainder, even if nominally
Navy. A British blockade of Germany declared: Itwas made an act of treasonfor complied with, could easily have been
could only be effective if Russia was at any British subject to trade with any  evaded in practice and reduced to nullity
war with her at the same time and sealingGerman individual or organisation; owners by the Serbs. The Serbian reply, which
off her supply of food from the east. If not, of British merchant ships were warned ~Was unquestionably drawn up with the
Germany could derive an inexhaustible that their ships would be confiscated if ~ 2dvice of France and probably Russia,

. . \ . could therefore be regarded as a very
supply of food and materials from easternthey carried 'contraband' between foreign skilful one designed, without making any
Europe and could not be strangled by theports; exporters were warned not to sell  genyine concession, to put the onus of
Royal Navy—despite its immense power. ‘contraband' to any foreign buyers. war guilt on to the Austrians."
And even an alliance between England The War Room which had been
and France cquld not achieve thg crushingmonitoring and plotting the position of g Austro-Hungary and its German
of Germany since only one frontier could every German na\{al vessel qnd Iargea”y wished to confine war to this local
be blocked. . . merchantman at elght ho_url_y mtervgls Balkan context. It was in Germany's

The agreement with Rl-JSSIa gave thesince 1907 communlcat.ed_ its information ; 1arest to localise the Austro-Serbian
Tsarthe chancetoexpand_lntothe Balkando the Royall _Navy. Within a \_/veek all dispute, so that the Serbs might be suitably
and possibly tp the Stra}lts a}t Istanbgl German maritime trade was driven from yaaitwith by the Austrians without anyone
where he dgswed an gx!t point for h|s the seas. _ else being involved. Russia, on the other
fleet—a desl|re. of Russu’;l_s fqr gentupes Lloyds of London issued an order.fgr hand, was interested in the support of
an.d t.he Tsarsf!rst strategic priority which all ships to proceed to the nearest Brl_t|sh Serbiaand also resolved to use the Sarajevo
Britain had up till then takgn great care to portor lose insurance cover. Anycarryllng assassination to bring on a general
prevent. Half of gll Russmn_trade wgnt foodstuffs and proceedmg eastwere se'zeqiuropean War, as her actions during the
through thg SFra|ts aljd grain egportmg an_dthelrcargoes confiscated apd declareqisis clearly indicate. Russia was in no
was essential in creating the agricultural ‘prize’. All .Ge'rman-owned ships were way endangered by an Austro-Hungarian
reforms necessary to produpe_ a stabla:leclaredpnze.. victory over Serbia and was assured that
cIass_ofRussmn peqsantry. Bntquorbade Ngutral_ _sh|ps were prevented from \/ianna had no inclination toward
Russian naval entry into the Mediterraneanleaving British ports unless they surrender-
and war involved the closure of the Straits ed their cargoes.
to shipping. So the Tsar was desperate to The Blockade of Germany and Europe
secure this outlet with British consent.  as a whole began.

Grey turned the foreign policy of a
century around to organise the war alliance
against Germany. In doing so he made
war on and the destruction of the Ottoman
Empire a prerequisite.

including any more troublesome peoples
in its Empire.

This Balkan war would have been the
only war in 1914 if Russia did not enter it.

There were 3 wars that culminated to Austro-Hungary declared war on Serbia
make up the Great War but they wereon 28th July. This was the start of the
distinct and did not need to develop from Austro-Serbian Warotthe start of World
one to the other. War number 1 was theWar I. It was not untiRugust 6th, 2 days
only unavoidable and justifiable one—a after the beginning of the World War, that
All these secret plans, conversationsBalkan War involving Austro-Hungary Austro-Hungary declared war on Russia,
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and Serbia declared war on Germa
France did not declare war on Austr
Hungary until11th Augustand Britain
until 12th August This tends to suggest a
disconnection between thEntente
Cordialeand the Balkan War and that the Paper Of Record Suppresses
real war was the one against Germany|. ;
War number 2 was B Etropean Wht Record Of World War Casualties
involving the Balkan participants plu
Russia, France and Germany. Russia W
mainly responsible for this war since
depended entirely on Russian mobilisatign.
Russia began mobilising on the day of the
Serbian reply to Austrid25th July, and
the Tsar ordered full mobilisation @0th
July. Germany clearly warned Russia (a
France) of the implications of itg
mobilisation and only begins mobilisin
itself on31st July, the day after the full
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as Under the heading 8¥Var and commemoratiorthe following letter was submittg
t to the Letters Editor of thieish Timeson August 11th, but was refused publicatio
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of two
in the

This week marks the centenary of a vicious mob attack on the family home
Dublin youths serving in the British armed forces. Augustine Lang was serving
Royal Marines, while his kid brother, Frederick Jnr, was serving with the Royal Navy.
g Described as "Boy 2nd Class" in the records of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, Fred perished on HMS "Impregnable” on 16 October 1914, but a lad of 16
summers.

Two months previously on 15 August, feast day of the Redmondite Ancient Oyder of
Russian mobilisation began. France w gHibernians, the Lang family home and shop on Dublin's Wexford Street had beenisacked
also responsible because it refused tolooted and everything breakable in it broken. Why? Because Frederick Lang Snr was &
restrain its ally Russia and actuall German-born pork butcher. Although Lang had been residentin Dublin for over 23 years,
encouraged its mobilisation. Poincafe with two sons serving in Britain's war against Germany, his own German blood made him
assured Russia that it could count on Francdhne target of a baying Redmondite mob. The racist attack on the Lang family premises,
in any war on Germany, no matter tHe &S well as the further attack that same night on the Leonard's Corner premises of anothe
issue, since it wanted to engage in aGerman-born pork butcher, George Reitz, was led by a newly-enlisted British soldier,
European war to recover the mixed- John O'Neill. Lang and Reitz were each denounced in court by the Redmondite Dublin
nationality provinces of Alsace/Lorraine i Corporation as the "alien enemy" who should be denied any compensation, and the cour
had lost to Germany in the French agreed. Both Lang and Reitz were subsequently interned for the duration of the yar, anc

aggressive war of 1870/1. Germany w gtheir families impoverished, notwithstanding the sacrificed life of the 16 year old "Boy

tied by Treaty obligations to Austrof 2nd Class". _ _

Hungary and could not allow its ally to b There was hardly any Irish family left untouched by that war. John Sheehy, my
hat hac

crushed by an inherently expansionist st tegrqndfaj[her‘_s first cousin, perished on 15 February 1918, on a Somme front atl
which had no concept of borders. On e Shifted little in two years. | was present at the Commonwealth War Graves Comimission
Russia refused Germany's demand to stofF€remony in Glasnevin cemetery on 31 July, maintaining my silence throughout, out of
mobilising its massive forces on Germany's €SPect for the dignity that should be accorded the war dead and their relatives who were
eastern frontier and France mobilised asPresent. At the close of the ceremony I raised two placards which read: "Remember the
Russia's ally, Germany had to mobilise to dead buried here with sympathy and respect, but curse Britain's imperialist war lofds who
protect itself from encirclement. Frenc sentthemto their deaths. In memory of my cousin, John Sheehy, sacrificed onthg Somm:
mobilisation began o@6th July, 5 days front in 1918, cannon fodder in Britain's criminal imperialist 1914-1918 war." Lesst we

before Germany began, and the Frenchforget. Manus O'Riordan
ordered full mobilisation odst August
an hour before German full mobilisation is

because Great Britain made itwhatitwas. Royal Navy and Britain acquiescence.
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. It would not have been the Great War it *
ordered). Germany declares war on Russia

was without Britain's participation. It was
onlst Augustand France o8rd August. P P

= a war of gigantic scale and long duration.
This is the start of the European War but The only 2 previous world wars were also
not the World War.

British wars (i.e. the Seven Years' War of
War number 3 was the World War or 1756-63 and the War on France of 1783-
Great War. This was Great Britain's 1815). The following factors provided
responsibility. If Britain had not entered distinctly by Britain gave the Great War
the European War it would have remainedits distinct character:
a Europeanwar. The World War officially
began onAugust 4th when Britain
declared war on Germany. The Royal
Navy was secretly mobilised betwe3rd and trade on a world-wide basis. No

and 29th July by Churchill and took up  ther European navy had this capacity
pre-arranged battle stations offthe German gy intention.

coast orAugust 2nd, 2 days before war * The globalised land character was
was declared. The British Expeditionary  provided by Britain's Imperial ambitions
force of 100,000 men was ordered to be to seize German territory in Africa,
despatched to France by Asquith on Ottoman territory in Asia and facilitate
August 5th. Itarrived complete in France  jts Allies to do likewise—something
less than 48 hours later dmgust 7th. which would have been beyond their
The Great War was Britain's war capacity to do without the help of the

The globalised maritime character was
provided by the Royal Navy which had
the objective of seizing German shipping

The moral character of the war which
made it unstoppable was provided by
Liberal England (and Redmondite
Ireland). The war was proclaimed to be
about Good versus Evil, civilisation
against the barbarian, Europe against
the Hun, Democracy against autocracy
etc. This gave the Great War its distinct-
ive character which made peace attempts
very difficult since their could be no
negotiating with Evil.

The last element was Britain's insist-
ence on concluding secret treaties with
its allies and neutrals to draw them into
the War. Parts of the Middle-East,
Europe etc. were promised in secret
deals with France, Russia, Italy, Greece,
Zionists, Arabs etc. that made peace
negotiations proposed by the US and
Germany on the basisiwb annexations
impossible to accept by Britain and its
allies. [ ]



Ireland from British rule and in the course and final volume of Rohl's biography and,
of which the British forces were defeated like its two predecessor volumes, is a
(i.e. not to be remembered and certainlymassive work: almost 1300 pages of text
and 200 endnotes. The reviewer is Jonathan

Does I:]
It not to be publicly celebrated!).
Stack
Up
?

Irish who died in the Great War, that they
were"airbrushed out of history'The facts
are the opposite: every family in Ireland
dremembers those who died inthe Great War,
and they were too many. And it was Britain
which airbrushed out the Irish from British

1916 Avp ALL THAT. . .

The British are bad losers. They declar-
ed war on Germany in the two World
Wars and they cannot accept that they di
not win. The winners were Russia and the

;J(asn'?ar?gsfjoft?heen?m;rt]hga;or‘]s?lbgsyr?::r history. How many monuments are there in
ymu W Britain to the Irish who helped Britain in the

whether they were or not. Why else would Great War? Britain never treated the Irishmen

:geggﬁgggggzg?%}:1;2'2?(\;2{ -\t/r\}:r serving in Britain's armies with anything but
P utter contempt. It is only lately that the

i 2
Xréinéhfgrﬁgcel;rgfaggﬁ; %g?;gve;rﬁ a?hoéBritish War Graves Commission erected
P €4 o adstones to 69 Irish ex British Army graves
factthatthe Great War led to the demise of. . .
o . . in Glasnevin cemetery. How's that for
the British Empire? Or is it to cover up for forgetting?
the UK being one of the most indebted '
nations on earth? B H
The British declared war on Germany RITAIN AND HISTORY

in August 1914 and made such an aopallin In the London Review of Book&1st
INAUgU e su bpal gAugust2014,thereisareviewofLawrence
bloody mess of organising the war that

o Goldman's biography of R.H. Tawney by
Br!ta!n had. to be rescued by the USA. Susan Pedersen. The latter teaches British
Britain again declared war on Germany

and International History at Columbia

Z&:;%g;ptgrn?gk.l%ﬁ t?\nedn r;ﬁgytog(;ltjnUniversity and her next book will be the
lucky—Hitler's Germany got involved in
war with Stalin's Russia and the USA
again stepped in on the British side but on
its own terms—this time the USA and
Russia would take charge of operations
with the latter's might pushing the German
back all the way from Stalingrad to Berlin.

The US had its eye on the British Empire
and no one can deny that it made the mos
of its opportunities opening bases, not
only on British sovereign territory in the
UK itself and Northern Ireland, but else-
where throughout their other great domin-
ions, evenin Australia. Inthe heyday of its
Empire, Britain fought in well over 100
countries around the world and the US is
rapidly approaching that dangerous and
very expensive record. The USis an expert
at using other nations as a cloak for its
Imperial activities. And it uses the UK—
which must stomach it but which never-
the-less cloaks it in that overworked term,
"the special relationshipWwhich it propag- Pedersen went on to state that she will
andises to the world in the hope the world be reviewing this new bodin the not too
will not call them on the realities of them distant future’and any readers of thiésh
being really the tail of the dog. And then Political Reviewmight want to look it up
the UK hasto also frenetically propagand-and see for themselves how Germany
ise itself as being the standard bearer ofbroke this so-called international law?
'The Great War' which was in reallfyhe Interestingly in theTimes Literary
Great Fraud: SupplementAugust 1st 2014, there was

In Ireland, this ‘Great War' propaganda also a review of another biography—this
is being used to cover up the celebrationstime John C.G. Rohl'®\lhelm 11: Into

Association, his socialism and his time as
S’Iecturerin economic history inthe London
School of Economics, and of course his
Christianity which wasdeepened by his
Yvar service"And here Pedersen kicks in
with the 'Great War' propaganda that is
now raging not only in Britain but here
also in Ireland. According to Pedersen's
theory, Tawney held the view that:

"the war was not an inevitable crisis of
industrial civilisation but a specific
calamity forced on the world by Ger-
many's militarism and cavalier disregard
for international law—a position much
scorned in the interwar years but force-
fully rehabilitated in Isabel Hunt's recent
work 'A Scrap of Paper: Breaking and
Making International Law during the
'‘Great War'."

The British propaganda machine is Sperber who iSCurators' Professor of
working overtime in Ireland just now, trying History at the University of Missouri".
to convince us that we did not remember theFor Sperber:

"The origins of and the responsibility
for the outbreak of the First World War
stand at the heart of the volume, making
its publication in the year of the war's
centenary a fortunate coincidence. ...
The historian's verdict on the Emperor is
devastating and confirms much of
contemporary and later opinion...
Wilhelm was very much a significant
ruler. Contemporaries called it “personal
rule”, not just absolutist contempt for
parliamentary institutions, but a domin-
ation of his ministers and subordinates,
an insistence on setting policy himself."

Rohlregards the Emperor's opinions—

"as atoxic brew of religious fanaticism,
anti-Semitism and mental instability,
containing all-too-evident links to a
pernicious future. One cannot help but
make comparisons with Hitler, whose
power as a ruler put Wilhelm's in the
shade, and whose manias make Wilhelm
look distinctly sane.”

But, from presenting Wilhelm as an

history of the mandates system of the gpsolutist ruler, suddenly the book's thesis
League of Nations. While the usual busi- t;rns—or else the reading of it by Sperber

"Rohl shows very clearly how in the
crisis of July 1914 Chancellor Theobald
von Bethmann-Hollweg and Chief of the
General Staff Helmuth von Moltke
consciously sidelined the Emperor,
sending him off on his yacht to Norway,
leaving him uninformed, or carefully
editing official documents they sent him.
They perceived him as an obstacle to their
aggressive policies leading to the brink of
war and beyond. On closer examination,
one version or another of this way of
dealing with Wilhelm had been going on
for at least a decade, starting with the
Moroccan Crisis of 1905, the first of the
great pre-1914 diplomatic crisd®ather
than a determined absolutist ruler driving
his country to war, the impression is of
Germany's leading state officials trying
to pursue a consistently aggressive foreign
policy and finding ways to take a
vacillating and erratic monarch with
them. The biography only reaches the
First World War on p 1,106 and Rohl
must admit that Wilhelm played little role
in that conflict. As Germany lurched
towards a military dictatorship, the
Emperor was the least of the obstacles in
the way of the General Staff."

Sperberthen contends that whenfacing

defeat the Generals had no compunction

of Ireland's War of Independence which the abyss of war and exile, 1900-1941 aboutsacrificing Wilhelrtin afinal attempt
was partially successful in separating This English language edition is the third to save German power structuresind
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Sperber also now takes issue with Rohl'sProhibited items have included A4 paper,
"portrayal of Wilhelm's sudden descent to chocolate, coriander, crayons, jam, pasta,
ignominy between 1914 and 1918 and raisesshampoo, shoes and wheelchairs. In 2010,
questions about the accuracy of his descrip-commenting on this premeditated and
tion of the Emperor's previously dominant systematic degradation of the humanity of
position". Yet Sperber ends his reviewwith an entire population, David Cameron
the old restated myths about WilhelIm which characterised the Gaza Strip dpréson

so serves British propagantEhe Emperor  camp'and—for once—did not neuter this
was mentally unstable as well as an adherentassessment by subordinating his criticism
of an aggressive and militaristic foreign to proclamations about the jailers’ right of
policy, which led to the catastrophe of 1914." self-defence against their inmates.

It really is as simple as that, and Sperber And so to July 6th 2014 when Israel
gives one final gleeful kick to Wilhelm by launchedits latest military campaign against
stating that "the Treaty of Versailles officially the people of Gaza which as this article goes
named him awar criminal, the first personto to press has left at least 1,900 Palestinians
enjoy such a dubious distinction” dead and over 10,000 injured with the whole
infrastructure of Gaza itself condemned to
rubble—homes, schools, hospitals, UN
buildings, water-works, electricity grigs

GazA AND PROPAGANDA
In the London Review of Book81st
July 2014, Mouin Rabbani wrote a very ;
powerful article calledisrael mows the 2l And the on-looking world Governments
lawn'. Rabbani is a Senior Fellow at the Nave in the main, especially the US/EU,
Institute for Palestine Studies in Beirut Stayed silent or even as David Cameron,
and co-editor dfadaliyyd. He begins his UK Prime Minister, now as I|Iy-I|vereq as
article with a horrific quotation from Doy the restoftherthowled aboutlsrael'sright
Weissglasseminence gris¢o Sharon to self-defence and in the face of the

which he gave to an interviewer from categorical rejection of the Palestinians'
Haaretzin 2004: equivalent right, the fundamental point that

"The significance of the disengagement thls IS an |Ileg|t|mate_ and ma5f|vely

planisthe freezing of the peace process. .. diSproportionate attack is often lost".

And when you freeze that process, you Once again Israel imowing the lawn’
prevent the establishment of a Palestinianwith impunity, states Rabbani. "Human
state, and you prevent a discussion on theRights Watch has criticised both sides
refugees, the borders and Jerusalempyt, true to form, has accused only the
Fhféelfgl‘é ilt)i/ﬁi;mSSt\gtzo\l/sitﬁZﬁ:ﬁgﬁt ecﬁl:g Palestinians of war crimes". It seems to
has been removed i’ndefinitely from our’ me Fhat people_ power by boycott and
agenda. And all this with.... a US presiden- Public protests will move our Governments
tial blessing and the ratification of both t0seekredress from Israel butthisis going
houses of Congress... The disengage-to be one long battle needing all our

mentis actually formaldehyde. It supplies dedication and commitment.
the amount of formaldehyde that is
necessary so there will not be a political

process with the Palestinians.” Alarmingly, in of all placeg he Irish

Catholic, 31st July 2014, carried an article
In 2006 Weissglass was just as frankpy Martin Browne osb, titletA surreal
about Israel's policy towards Gaza's 1-8peace in JerusalemAs a monk from
million inhabitants'The ideaisto putthe  jenstal Abbey, Co. Limerick, one of our
Palestinians on a diet, but not to make g|ite schools, Martin Browne revealed
them die of hungerHe was not speaking 5t he decided to go on a mini-sabbatical
metaphorically: it later emerged that the in January to a monastery of his congreg-

Israeli Defence Ministry had conducted ation in Jerusalem whose Abbot was a

d.et.alle_d research on h°W. to transl'c_lte hISmonk of Glenstal for many years. So he
vision into reality, and arrived at a figure

of 2279 calories per person per day— knew that he would be guaranteed bed and

o : . _board and a warm welcome at Dormition
some 8% less than a previous calculation

.. Abbey. But he had second ideas when
because the research team had Ongma"%raelylaunched its war on Gaza but. as he

neglected to account for ‘culture and )
experience'in determining nutritional 'red goes on to state:
lines'. This wasn't an academic exercise. ~ "news reports of rockets being aimed
The screws on Gaza were turned tighter &t Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv did

Egﬁﬁg\fgns;iﬁ? 13,;1uf[r Lﬁ:IILIi );p()josrtg,f \?gzrde. Abbey and they encouraged me to travel

X so in the end | went. Nothing could have
stuffs and other essential products were prepared me for what | experienced
permitted entry per day.

when | got here. You might expect that
Israel also strictly controlled which

products could and could not be imported.  security and high tension on a grand

scale. That's certainly what | was
expecting. But it is not what | have
experienced.

"In fact, | experienced the opposite.
Airport security in Tel Aviv was no more
demanding than it would be in Dublin or
Shannon. It was after midnight when |
got out of the airport, and the car journey
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, and into the
Old City via the Jaffa Gate, was as pleasant
a trip as one could ask for. | thought |
heard gunfire the next evening and
inquired among the brethren if we should
be concerned. But they explained that
what | heard was actually the sound of
fireworks being let off by Muslims at
sunset, to signify the end of the day's
Ramadan fast. A few mornings later |
woke with a start at about 4.30 a.m. sure
that | had heard an explosion. | immed-
iately went to my computer, to check the
Twitter feeds of the Israeli news outlets,
to find out if the conflict had spread to
Jerusalem. There was no such news. It
turns out that what | heard was actually
the Ramadan cannon being fired,
signalling the beginning of the day's fast
to the faithful of the city. Having spent
the days before | was due to travel dither-
ing about whether I should cancel my trip
or not, I now find myself in a city where
life is very much going on as normal. On
one level this is great. | have settled in
well at Dormition Abbey on Mount
Zion—the traditional site of Mary's death.

I have also visited Dormition's dependent
priory at Tabghain Galilee, the traditional
site of the Multiplication of the Loaves
and Fish. There | served as deacon
alongside the bishop at a memorial Mass
for a deceased monk at a hauntingly
beautiful outdoor altar on the shore of the
Sea of Galilee. Back in Jerusalem, | have
been exploring the Old City, including
the Jewish and Muslim Quarters, and |
have felt completely safe. | have walked
the Via Dolorosa with the Franciscans
and | have donned a kippa and prayed at
the Western Wall of the Temple. There,
seeing me struggling to take a'selfie’ with
my phone, a friendly Jewish man from
France took my photo. I've sipped coffee
in the sunshine outside trendy bars in the
New City, and I've haggled with traders
in the sougs of the Old City. I've been
posting regular updates and photos on
Facebook. A friend commented last week:
“They are amazing pictures Martin, but |
am kinda stunned at the normality of it all.”
She was right to be stunned. It's great to be
safe, and it's great to see people getting on
with their lives and not letting conflict
control them. But having a good time so
close to what is effectively now a theatre of
war is discomfiting. It is surreal. What to
do? | can't do much, but | can pray.

"For the peace of Jerusalem
Pray:

Peace to your homes!

May peace reign in your walls,
in your palaces, peace!"

what followed will be a tale of high Only not for Gaza—Martin—right?

Michael Stack ©



Film Review: Mrs. Brown's Boys

not shield the guilty, nor is impunity give

An Awful Film I:I Guilds continued to the Guildsmen against non-member,

unless a Guild should be in its decling,
religiously and socially.

| wrote this review because somethi
has to be said about this film to show hdv were known asmorning-talks’; and often
lowdown some aspects of Irish humofjr were simply called"Guilds". Social _ Civic Power
hasbecome. Iwas inveigled into seefhgienviviality was of course indispensable  What at first glance must strike th
by someone who will remain namelegp. for the public gatherings of the Guildsmen. réader is the extensive civic power deleg-
You could say | was bribed by having ate_d to the Merch_ant Guilds. S_o great wis
ticket bought for me, not a ReLclous Aspect  theirinfluence attlmesthat_thelmpresg
inconsequential sum of money. We saWjit  Religion, charity and good fellowship has been created that not infrequently tge
atafairly central London cinema complelf. were all carefully provided for within the €ntire control of the municipal governme
With the both of us there, and one otfeMerchant Guild.Regulations regarding the fested with the Town Guild. Whateve
person, the cinema-goers amounted fjtc@ppointment of a chaplain, the offering of MaYy be said of various continental Guilgg
three. To be fair there wasn't much businds$andles for altar and shrine, the celebrationlt IS certain that the English Merchal
going on at the other cinemas in ths Of Masses for the intentions of the Guild, Guild was dependent, as such organigp-
complex. the prayers for departed souls and similartions should be, upon the civil authoritieg
ordinances were carefully drawn up and@nd had its vast powers duly delegatdd
every Guild was dedicated to a patron frpm them or even directly from the King
Saint. Sick members were to be visited, himself. _
those who had fallen into poverty were to The early city charters usually e
be relieved, and daughters dowered forPodied the privilege of establishing suchig
of walls and pretend head-butting of thaen We?de? I|f§ or for tr;e tconvfnt'dgﬁgg'n%f (;mglletﬁg sglsxégzlljf)??hzyc}[g/eb
opponents. It seems a nasty Russfprbanduets played an important part an the devel t of it it
oligarch is in Dublin to buy up Moorg often were held onthe occasion ofbusines$En e| Zve opr_nergjt;) (I_;S-f(:jqnﬁ o ..
Street market by all means fair and foufj| Me€tings. Even the sick Guildsmen Whowssgreaty eterlmlr?e y fUI " uerrllc
don'twantto give a detailed account of t e°°“'0.' not a_ttend were remc_ambered, andT gldvery e?tabﬁ me_r;_t o a I\ﬂerﬁ a
plot not because you might be going 1o s  special portions were set aside and sent tg>uild was of such significance that legg
it but, because it is too terrible for words 1€M- SO t00, according to statute ten of1ers have commonly mistaken It
with its unfinished scenes, and with ifs the Southampton Merchant Guild: have been equivalent to municipal inco

oration. Such therefore was the statuspf
blind Ninja warriors (wasn't Ninja done t "If a gildsman was in prison in any fhis important institution during its mos
deathin the .19905) led by amock Ch'm pe  place in England, in time of peace, the flourishing period, in the 12th and 13t
man from Finglass who has the Chinej alderman, with the seneschal and one of uri 3 h Husslein. SJ. PhB
accentofthe old Hollywood Charlie Chaff, e echevins, should go at the cost of thecenturies. (Joseph Husslein, SJ, ’
the private-eve and his Number One gild to procure his deliverance. If any Democratic Industry, A Practical Stud
P y gildsman strike another with his fist and in Social HistoryNew York, P.J. Kenedy
Number Two sons. Then th'er'e are t be thereof attained, he should lose his& Sons, 1919).
Russian thugs with accents similar to tiat  gildship, but might regain the same for
Meerkat-plagued adverton UK TV. Th 10s. and a new oath. A stranger (with gild To be continued.
there is the much-abused granddad in privileges) striking a gildsman, to lose
Brown household who wears what logk  his privileges of the gild and go to prison seneschal Steward of a household of 2
suspiciously like War of Independende ~ for @ day and night; a stranger not of the megiaeval prince or nobleman; a Cathedrfl
active-service medals. (surely he woljig 919 sooffending, tobeimprisoned (since official.
be over 100 now if he served during t he had no gild privileges to lose) two Thane In Anglo-Saxon England, a member o
9 days and nights. A gildsman reviling or an aristocratic class who held land from tH

Well, what am | to say about the lead
amaninafrockwho hasto keep remindi
you he is only a-fickin-man-in-a-frog
by his macho swearing and head-butti

period) aspersing another gildsman to be finedking or from another nobleman in return fo
2s., or in default lose his gildship" certain services.
The granddad has some similar eldp (Cornelius WalfordGilds, p.116). Villeins: A peasant personally bound to hi

duffer friends, one of whom still know: - ; .. lord, to whom he paid dues and services
someone who know how to make a devile Where there is question of delivering return for his land.

which is duly place in a car and driven p
a coffee house conveniently (or fgr
those withdifficultiesin learning) marl®=s

Russian Coffee House (or something The catholic Church also take a nation forwards but backwards. It is
similar). The car-bomb of course goes ofhattering but for all the wrong reasons. It imagined, | gather, that an English
prematurely killing the old duffer and seems Mrs. Brownwantto portray Ireland audience will love this film. Well, I didn't
making his duffer friends run away. The a5 now a modern nation. I don't think the hear the other member of the audience
Gardai don't seem too interested in thisgay community will be too pleased by the laugh once or even titter. There was also
explosion, by the way it is just edited out portrayal of one of Mrs Brown's sons nor an embarrassing monologue by Mrs
of the film. So these veterans of the War of || some Catholics at the swearing at Brown about the wonders of Dublin. |
Independence adding up to a millennium prjests and at the swearing in their suppose that is why he and his family live

were justaload of silly oul buggers as WaSpresence. in Florida.
the founding of the Irish nation by . _
association with them. Mrs. Brown has not taken the Irish Wilson John Haire
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Guilds continued

sense of the word, including the craftsm
of the town who formed the overwhelr

ingly great majority of the origina|

membership.

Merchant Guild and modern monopo
liesinthe fact that the right of the consun
was constantly kept in sight. The object
enthe Guild was to set a fair price whig
N- should be neither exorbitant for tH

All trafficking above or below this jus

purchaser nor unjust for the tradesman.

y  man a chance in his own rank. Ris
er
of
h

e

insisted that they should be removed
that competition might be made free 3
every man find his level. It proved stro
enough to carry its point; restraints wq

g

removed; competition was without limj.

If nevertheless, there always remain
a number who were not members of

Guild, and consequently were excluded moreover were imposed for all dishonegty

edstandard was certain to bring severe pe
heties upon the offenders. Heavy fin

What followed? We have but to log
about us and see"The Gospel of Jes
and the Problem of Democraqy.72)

al-
S

fromits public privileges, the reasonisrjot in weight, measure and quantity.The

difficultto see. Itwas upon the Guildsm
even though not citizens, that a lal
portion of the burden of taxation fe
They therefore demanded likewise
advantage of special privileges not to
accorded to strangers and others who
no share in paying the municipal expen
and answering the royal obligations plag
upon the town. Such a demand w
justified, provided it was not carried
excess.

The first duty of the Guildsmen was
payscot and lat This implied that they
were to be assessed in proportionate sh

n, numerous records which remain show t

e these laws were duly enforced. Here indged

I. is one of the first demands made upon

e producer in any system of industrial dem
becracy worthy of the name. Both profi
hadind wages must be keptwithinareasong
sedimit that will effectively ward off from
edthe consumer the menace of a high cos
asliving.
(o}

MonoPoLY FORBIDDEN

0 Lastly, all monopoly, such as the ter|

implies at present, was not only strictly

arerbidden, but stringent regulations we

whenever money was required not o
for public improvements, but likewise
meet the exactions of the King. In t
latter case particularly, there was ques
of forfeiting the dearly bought an
jealously guarded franchises of the to
itself, should they fail in their duties. T
Merchant Guild therefore was the |
resource and the great strength of

municipalities with which it was identified.

The town developed and prospered al
with it. Not only did the Guild pay th
imposed taxes, but it often underto

considerable works for the common go¢d. number of men, but by producing the md

The municipal welfare and the unsullig
reputation of its borough was the ma3
concern of the Merchant Guild.

ProTECTIONISM

ly drawn up to make it impossible. N
0 individual or group of individuals coulg
e monopolise any product. Attemptsto b
onup goods, nor indeed control the market

an offence so heinous that it was utte

nunimaginable to the mind of the mediaeya

e Guildsman—but to conduct a larger sa
st than was possible to others, was likely
hemeetwith instant and absolute confiscati

ngThe genius of the individual was to mar
b fest itself, not by accumulating a val
Dk fortune and by employing the greatd

bd perfect article for the market. Ead
in Guildsman was to earn an honest incor
No one was to monopolise or even partig
control any industry.

That there were likewise serio
disadvantages to be dreaded fr
excessive protection, and from abuse
power, leading to selfishness, need no
insisted upon. Like all purely humg
institutions,the Merchant Guilds had the
defective side due to mere misjudgme
to faulty social customs and traditions 1
yet cast aside, or to other human frailti
Even in the most ideal earthly state
shall never be able to ignore the fact of
original fall. Civic injustice and domest
grievances will, to a greater of less extq
always crop up anew owing to hum
selfishness. Religion alone can succs
fully attack this evil at its root.

CONSUMERS
Another vital difference betwee

S INDIVIDUALISM
ofof oppressive individualism the Mercha
beGuilds were naturally condemned

n destructive of free competition, and v

ir may readily concede that their protecti

nt,measures may at times seem irksome
ot excessive, they nevertheless prevented
ps.far greater evils that were to follow und

of the goods purchased for this purpoge

m  While therefore under the later systgm

at ComMMERcIAL VICES
heagainstwhich the Merchant Guild statul
_are directed were then known

"forestalling” or buying articles befor
bléhey could be offered in the open mar
on equal terms to all Guildsme

(0]

purchases in order to corner any prod
and lastly'regrating"”, or buying goods i
order to retail them above the mar
- price.
The main objection which can be arg
e against the Merchant Guilds is t
o discrimination against the non-Guildsm
the reason for which we have alrea
explained. The civic and nation
[~ responsibilities and burdens as well as
" commercial privileges were equally t
|share of the Guildsman, who w
|eordinarily a labourer, practising his tra
to and selling his ware upon the market.
nnon—GuiIdsmen, in the beginning, wd
nly, as would appear, the half-f
i ‘population of the towns whose conditi
St the Rev. J. Malet Lambert, a Protest
Stdivine, holds:"Was in many respects
stProsperous, compared with the rest of
h population, as that of the artisan class
the present day(TwoThousand Years (
Guild Life, p.88).

We are dealing here with a stage
social development which was the histd
status of the time, and which, under
influence of the Church, was consta
it developing into a more perfect form
s industrial democracy.

Y .
L~ Mal
3

ne
Ity

€ ORGANISATION
Ve A word must here be said of the G
An@fficials. According to the vario
theonstitutions each organisation

eI usually presided over by an alderm

ve capitalism. These truths are being admit
hemore freely every day. Even Mr. Henry
Cc Vedder, Professor of Church History
nt,Crozier Theological Seminary, confes
BN no less in a column written the very y
ssof the outbreak of World War I. He say

prevent unfair competition, to give eve

edsteward or master, assisted by two or f
- wardens orechevins Sometimes twq
t officials were at the head of the Gui
SOther special officers were appointed
I'particular functions, such as provag
. sergeant and baliliffs. In later times th

Yy

The three great commercial vicg

to]‘Jengrossing',‘ or making large-scalg

S =
mmmmg

S oo

"The despised Middle Ages were fn existed a council of twelve or twenty-folir
many respects, marked by a social justjcemembers who were mostinfluential in the



Guilds continued

of the town and the king's peace and

. . . maintain all other privileges touching tl
Guild. Each craftsman, at this period, was P g g

likewise a merchant. He personalll

manufactured his wares and personajly
sold them in the market, at the fair, or In
his own shop and home. He not only
directly purchased the raw material of hjs
trade, but at times even bartered with |t.
Thus the brewers of Hamburg are saidtogq Guildship were not synonymous,

all kinds of merchandise by retail, a
everywhere enjoy the aforesaid immu|
ities and liberties, just as the burges
themselves."

aforesaid Town and Guild, are admitt¢d
into the Guild, so that they can then sl

It is evident, therefore, that citizensh|p

tOgenerally open to every merchant §
© craftsman in the town. Even forei
[, merchants not belonging to the Guild mi
4 sell their wares at the great fairs and

h- market days, when the main purchasdg

esthe year were made. Merchants of ne
bouring towns might moreover rece
the liberty of the Guild, and an intercha
of privileges took place. In some chart

as D
express mention is made of freedom f

have been the principal corn merchants|ofi, o< often been assumed.
their city. Similar instances might readil
be given in illustration from Englis
history.

All the burgesses, or citizens, of thege yords "so that they can then sell all kin
primitive communities could therefore be ot merchandise by reita While a certain
members of the Merchant Guild of the|r jinerty was allowed to foreign merchan

respective town or borough. Sincg, i gisposing of their goods by wholes
however, the possession obargage— | i so far as this could not harm dome
the ownership of a town lot, apparent

with or without a tenement, according 10 yeneral deal in retail merchandise with
different regulations—was in SOome peing subject to tolls from which th

Guild is likewise clearly defined in thi

instances at least required for the right |of nembers of the Guild were free. The sale

citizenship and of the ballot, there would ¢ certain products was moreover stric

necessarily be many who could not fulfill 5 guild monopoly. Itis probable however

this condition. Others again were ndt {hat the necessaries of life was

strictly resident inhabitants, while lastl ordinarily subject to such restrictions.
there was a large unfree population, knov
from this time on awilleins. In many

boroughs members of all these grades
could enter the Guild. Special clauses|i
favour of villeins were even to be found in
not a few instances. The exclusivenesg of
later Guilds became more absolute as the
town population grew, and the gradugl _ :
emancipation of the unfree classes fill¢d Even in mak_mg purchases the Gu
the cities with men who were often almopt Merchant of this town was to_ take_pr
on a footing with the free burgherd, cedfenceoverallotherswho might wish
although still in a nominal state of buy:
villeinage.

VN
"No one shall buy anything in the to

of Southampton, to sell again in the sa
town", reads a local gild statute, "unle|
he be of the Gild Merchant, or of t

shall be forfeited to the King."

"And no simple inhabitant nor strang
shall bargain for nor buy any kind

merchandise coming to the town bef
INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY

The Merchant Guilds were a protectig
against the feudal Lord, and the bondm
who had fled from the land was to b
recognised as a freeman after he had iy
inthe town ayear and aday. This certain
applied where he held land, payitsgot
and lot". But even before the expiration df
that time he could be a member of the
Guild. Itis evident therefore how the spir
of industrial democracy was graduall
developed by these free institutions.

Inillustration we may quote the answg
made by the mayor and community ¢f
Bedford to the crown attorney who bI/
royal authority had asked to know what
inhabitants were admitted into thejr
Merchant Guild.

"Both burgesses (i.e., citizens) of th

town," they replied, dnd any other
dwelling in the samdrom the time that

AN
e
ed

ly

bargain for or buy it; and if any one do
it and is found guilty, that which he bu
shall be forfeited to the King" (Soutl
ampton Guild, A.D. 1327).

Thus we read that the Abbot of Buc
fastleigh, to enjoy the Guild privileges
purchase, entered into the followin
agreement with the citizens of Totn
Y about the year 1235:

"That the said burgesses received
said abbot and monks into the Gui
Merchant, i.e., that they be allowed
make all purchases like other burgesg
excepting all sales in the name of trad

1

For this privilege a yearly tollage was pa

. by the abbot.
To judge fairly of these regulations w
must bear in mind that, atleastin theirb

The specific object of the Merchant

trade, no one except a Guildsman mightin

franchise; and if any one does it and|is
found guilty, all that he has thus bought

burgesses of the Guild Merchant, so lopng
as a Guildsman is present and wishes to

toll throughout the realm. It is evg
believed that this was a general privild
of the Merchant Guilds.

quotation. It is briefly expressed in the

S " "
F OREIGNERS

In every case strict provision was m4
le inthe Royal Charter, or by the town aut
iCities, to protect the Guildsmen from {
._unlicensed competition of non-memb

o all who were not townsmen. T
isolation of the individual boroughs, t
dangers often encounteredin passing f
one to the other, made the separa
between town and town perhaps as
as that which now exists between cou
and country. Every stranger, tho
coming from the nearest city, was
€"foreigner". The Guildsmen therefo

ly

ot

they take the oath to preserve the liberfjesperiod, the English Merchant Guilds wdre

or foreigners. The latter title was applgd

S could not permit him to carry away ft

© pleasure the wealth of the little commun

Many exceptions, as we have already s
were made in this mediaeval protect
system.
Id  The retail selling of merchandise
- non-Guildsmen was forbidden, not o
towithin the borough, but likewise with
the immediate neighbourhood, so that |
r might be no possibility of circumventi
:e the law. Thus the Charter given by He
upon the priviege of the Merchant Guil
s SO that no one who is not of the G
s shall presume to deal in merchand
- either within the city or in the suburbd
Frequently only certain classes of artid
are specified as subject to such restricti

f M oNoPOLIES
9  Although the Merchant Guilds we]
FS therefore, in a wide sense, trading mo
polies, they cannot even remotely
hecompared with the monopolies of our d
d or with any that have sprung up since
0 Reformation. They are essentially diff
ESent. This is at once evident from the f
P+ that so far from seeking to bring abo
id concentration of trade in the hands ¢
few their object was to embrace all
e could be considered Merchants in 3

pSt

continued on page 30
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Labour Guilds and

Democratic Industry

(Joseph Husslein, SJ, PhD, Democratic Industry, A Practical Study in Social History, New York, P.J. Kenedy & Sons, 1919)

A new epoch in the history of laboyr of Nazareth. No wonder that, with t
opens with the Merchant Guilds. Seen|in growing power of the Church, labour td
their bestaspect, they are the firstapproficishould rise into dignity, should develq
towards an adequate expression of indusits new-found freedom and should final

trial democracy that the world had kno

To appreciate the progress implied inthg¢sedemocracy in the days when the gre

early "town gilds" we need but cast
single glance backward into the past.
Far in the distance lies the arid waste]
ancient paganism. In the famous cities
classical antiquity the oppression of labg
reached its height amid the culmination
artand wealth, while the fair countryside
that once had been held as the posses
of sturdy freeman, were filled with grug
some prison dens whence the brand
slaves went forth to toil beneath the la
and till for heartless Roman masters t
earth that God had made for all alike.
such a world was sown the great doctri
of human brotherhood. Judaism had ne
been able to practice it perfectly.
Christianity realized it for the first timg
within its own early community. But bitte

. attain to the perfection of industria

Catholic Guilds were at length to rea
the summit of their usefulness.
of
of MEDIAEVAL LABOUR
ur  With thegilda mercatoria—as the first
of of the new institutions we are now to stu
S, was called in the Latin documents of t
sioflay—the economic chapter of the me
- aevallabourassociations properly begi
edvariously known as the Guild merchar]
shMerchant Guild or Town Guild, thig
Neorganisation is peculiarly interesting to
n from many points of view. It appeals alil
neto the historian, the lawyer, the soci
efworker, the inquirer into the origin o
corporations, the student of municip
government or popular civic activitieg

and to all who are following the momen
Ch's

and ceaseless to the end was the Chur

0 ations in our day. Previous societies h
p beenexclusively civic, social and religio
y in their scope. The new institutio
| embraced all these purposes, althoug
patwas predominately commercial in i
Ch nature.

No trace of any Merchant Guild can
found previous to the records of t
Norman conquest in England. It was
this country that it received its mo
ly complete development and exercise
he greater influence than in Germany, Fra
Hi- or any other European land. A reason
hs.this fact may not improbably have be
t, the comparatively late expansion

industry in England, whichmade comm
scial intercourse with the contine
e peculiarly necessary. Even in the Angl
pl Saxon days the merchant who thri
f crossed the oceanwas raised to the dig
bl of a thane.

., Whatever cause we may assign, it
[- certain that with the Norman Conques
new era of commercial and industri

struggle with Roman vice and heartle

ness and greed, though great and m
were the saints she reared. Then came
hurricane of the barbarian invasion layi

waste all the earth. One institution alo
remained. It was that same Church

Christ which had sought to Christiani

the Roman as it now laboured to conv
and civilise the rude hordes that fell up
him as the scourge of God.

Again amid the new paganism of t

barbarian conquerors sprang up the beapity, . -

of the Gospel teaching of human broth
hood and the Fatherhood of an all-lovi
God. The fierce and bloody Wotan di
appeared before the fair Christ, born of t
lowly virgin and reared in the humbl
carpenter's shop, Himself the Carpen

- Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
nyoffered special rates on other publications

"Gish Political Review is published by
the IPR Group: write to—
1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
Bray, Co. Wicklow  or

33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or
rt2 Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT

or Labour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029

C/0O Shandon St. P.O., Cork

Subscription by Post:
Euro-zone & World Surface: €40;
Sterling-zone: £25

Electronic Subscription:
€15/ £12 for 12 issues
(or € 1.30/ £1.10 per issue)

You can also order from:

e
f

e

expansion opened up for England. N
only was foreign trade stimulated by t
close relation of the Norman mercha
with the Continent, buta newimpulse w.

Probably the first clear reference to
Merchant Guild is found in a chart
granted to the burgesses of Burford
Robert Fitz-Hamon (1087-1107).

LABour GuiLD
The name given to the particular for
of association which we are here consid
ing is aptto prove misleading to the mod
reader. The tertMerchant Guild"only
vaguely implies the meaning it woul
convey to-daylt was in reality a Labour|

Irhttps://www.atholbooks—sales.org
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e ous development of economic organig-

d

ty

given to domestic trade and industrj.
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