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FIFA: Away Win For The US Bew On Irish
Is the FIFA affair about football, or is it about United Staiésbalisn? Peasant Anti-
The EnglishGuardian commented editorially, on June 3rd: Semitism !

"It is salutary that it was broken not by challenges from investigative reporters,ihot by 5rd Bew recently gave an interview
the repeated but ineffectual challenges of Uefa, but by the fact that the reach of het(l):ﬁ"nle,]ewish Chronicl@April 28th) about
extends to all dealings in US dollars wherever they happen..." . o X )

anti-Semitism in Ireland. It is reprinted

Then it observes that Sepp Blatter's— below:
otonly ord Bew: If we could bring
s anfleace to Ireland, why not Israel?
e west By Sandy Rashty

s the
Lord Bew has always admired Israel

Anlrish-born, left-leaning academic
der who is not Jewish is not most
people's idea of a high-ranking
SPorisrael advocate. But, as chairman
id n@¥fthe Anglo-Israel Association, Lord
Bew is working at the forefront of
thingsiilding bilateral relations between
whojge two nations.
t0o a BornPaul Bewin Belfast, the son
of two doctors, he first visited Israel
as a 17-year-old. His father had
€ Wigcently died and so he travelled
tvotegtound the world with his mother
"to cheer her up". "It was more or

"claim that he was being ambushed by a western conspiracy will have resonated
among Fifa clients who may now fear exposure, but also with ordinary delegal
football fans... care must be taken that the developing world is not stirred against t
by it... But for now, as FA chairman Greg Dye puts it, let's celebrate. Footbal
winner..."

Itis very unlikely that Football will be the winner. Football did very well indeed
Blatter's guidance. It became a world sport—ehiy world sport. And that clearly
what is wrong with FIFA in certain European eyes. It made football the worl
conducted by an interconnected world organisation which the elite countries
control. It was humiliating.

FIFA, as developed by Blatter, is a federal body whose component parts di
according to their own ways, and each part had an equal say in the running of th
If the "reform" that is being demanded is carried through, FIFA will be made
centralised organisation run by the world elite.

Blatter has been compared to Sir Nicolai Ceaceascu and other dictators.
obviously not a dictator. Dictators don't get outvoted, as he often did. He was 0
on siting the World Cup after next in the USA, rather than Qatar.

The purpose of the ‘reform’ is to establistieafactodictatorship that will put th less a year after the Six Day War",
continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 4
Banking Inquiry Barrosso was undoubtedly playing

politics and went on to paint Europe as the
solution, which it may or may not prove to
The Regulators have been, but to what extent were the

. . . . . . . ... supervisory authorities actually responsible?
According to its protocols, blame is not Parliament in 2011, in a singularly ill- P y yresp

supposed to be attributed by the Banking tempered retort to Joe Higgins, asserted Th_e Inquiry has now.heard from various
Inquiry to any particular individuals or that: individuals involved in regulating the
institutions for the cause of the Irish crisis, "The problems of Ireland were created Panks during the period leading up to the
butthat restriction does notapplytoanyone by irresponsible financial behaviour of Crisis and the picture seems to be a lot
else. After Brian Cowen and FF, alarge  financial institutions and a lack of more nuanced than the media have made
part of the blame has been laid at the door supervision in the Irish market. Itwas not out in the years following the crisis. There
of the Financial Regulator who is often ~ EUrOP€ that created this fiscally are acknowledged to be two main

. irresponsible situation and this financiall :

said to have beetasleep” Famously, irresgonsible behaviour." y a}pproach_es to .regulatmg .ba.nks and

Jose Manuel Barrosso in the European flnanCIa| |nSt|tUt|0nS, thé prInCIp|eS-
continued on page 9



reputation of being corrupt. People in
England who know little else about Ireland
know that it is corrupt and was run by
CONTENTS Paedopheliac priests. This reputation is,
in the main, an achievement of thish
Times—of the Secret Directory of the
FIFA: Away Win For The US. Editorial paper and its hirelings. The paper has
survived over the generations, without
visible means of support, while maintain-
The Regulators. Sean Owens (The Banking Inquiry) ing full world coverage. Its own survival
is the most dodgy thing in Irish public life,
but it is the one thing its fearless investig-
Israeli Ministers About Palestine. Report from David Morrison ative columnists never address.

Its mission is to brand as corrupt
everything of substance in Irish public life
that is out of tune with British require-
ments. Its campaign of the moment is
'16. Wilson John Haire (Poem) against Denis O'Brien, who is a billion-
aire. What is objectionable about him is
not that he is a billionaire, but that he is an
The King's Lament. John Morgan, Lt. Col. (Retd.) Irish billionaire who doesn't seem to be
yearning for a British knighthood, like Sir
Anthony O'Reilly.

'John Bowman'. Jeff Dudgeon solves a mystery Sir Anthony squandered his billions
acquiring newspapers around the world,
but he gave free rein to thelependentio
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Tomas Ceannt Commemoration; dream up stories about Sinn Fein and

Waterloo; Lusitania Disaster; Our Brave New World) present them as factual reports. He dis-
played personal patronage lavishly in the
Independeraind pillaged its funds. Then

German Guilds he could not pay his debts to thg Bank and
Mondracon. Part 43 had to go bankrupt. To ease his personal
gon, N .
situation he concealed substarjtlal as_sets
from the Bank. Yet he was an ideal Irish

billionaire and is charitably regarded.

Bew On Irish Peasant Anti-Semitism ! . Editorial

Readers' Letters: Aer Lingus. Tim O'Sullivan (with Brian Berry letter)

Shorts from the Long Fellow (Brexit; Irish Times Trademark; IBRC;
Denis O'Brien; Public Interest; FIFA Corruption; FAI Corruption?)
Sean Murray. Wilson John Haire (Book Review)

Irish Times Influence. John Martin (Book Review)

Biteback: FIFA Shenanigans. Simon O'Donnell (Report of Letter)

Collusion. Report

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney:

O'Brien conducted his businesses
successfully, and when the financial crisis
struck, he transferred millions from abroad
into the Irish Banks, to demonstrate his
faith in the country. How could such a
man be Irish at all!

Then he bought failing companies from
NAMA, paying cash on the nail for them.
Others had made complicated, conditional
%ids for those companies in which higher
nominal sums were mentioned—sums that
would be whittled away by negotiation
and in the end-result yield less for the
country. NAMA treated the unconditional

‘developing world' inits place. Thatplace Corruptionisthe reasonthe developing
can be compared to the Olympic Gamesworld is only developing. It has nothing
which, under its governing body, has to do with the treatment of it by the
avoided holding the gamesin Third World developed world. That is a moral axiom
and Developing countries (see page 9).of our era
This has been made pretty clear by some
ofthereformers. FIFAhasbeencompared Butcorruption played anindispensable
to the General Assembly of the UN, part in the development f the capitalist
without a Security Council. The point of economies and states which now dominat
the UN General Assembly is to give the the world, didn'tit? Corruption was gross
world a flimsy appearance of equality in during critical centuries in the development
decision-making. The pointofthe Security of both Britain and the USA'Every man
Councilisto disable the General Assembly has his price'was the maxim of Robert
and maintain Great Power dominance overWalpole, the master of corruption who !
world affairs. nurtured Liberalism in England by ca;h bid as best. A great hu!labaloo was
Government bribery which undermined ra|sed. lHOW could corryonn no_t be
Why is it necessary that the world conflicts of principle which had been involved! And now there is an Inquiry.
organisation of football should be similarly causing revolution and counter-revolution  In addition O'Brien had loans from the
disabled? Because, in the process offor a century. Tolerance is today one of Anglo-Irish Bank, and an agreement about
making football the world sport, a few the British values boasted of by Britain. It rates and repayment. When it went
individuals in a few Associations lined did not extend to the British Government bankrupt, the loans were transferred to
their own pockets. And thatis corruption. of Ireland,and within Britain it was the IBRC. The interest is being paid on the
And corruption cannot be tolerated in the Siamese twin of Government bribery of loans and they present no problem.
perfect world of transparent market honest men of principle to make themHowever, it is now alleged that he was
relations that Western society has createdbpportunists. And all that has changed isgiven a preferential rate of interest. There
—or that it insists on for those parts of the the style in which it is done. has never been any question of him not
world whose destiny is to be obediently repaying loans—like Sir Anthonylrigh
subordinate. Ireland has been given an internationalTimeseadline, June 6ti#IB Accused Of



Humiliating Sir Anthony O'Reilly this
was during legal bankruptcy proceeding
when it emerged that O'Reilly had a
undisclosed shareholding, which the Bank
discovered by accident.)

Another issue is that O'Brien bought # Aer |_|ngus

minority share of théndependentwhich
under Sir Anthony's management was 0
the verge of collapsing, and with othe

shareholders putit on a sound footing. Sjr
Anthony had handed over the paper to the

Official IRAto conducttheir long-standing

feud against the Provos in. Then the cily\ -1 hide.
went up that that would be the end of the
freedom of the press in Ireland. Though

the Editor left at the expiry of contract,
others remain in place, doing their thing
more or less as before.

The Irish Times (Fintan O'Toole)
declares that Denis O'Brien has accumu
ated excessive private power.
been allowed to take effective control o

the largest Irish newspaper group and ¢f

two or three talk-radio stations.

O'Toole's momentto speak out fearles
ly came when this journal discovered thdt
thelrish Timeswvas liaising with Whitehall
about Northern policy, that the British
Ambassador had reported Director Majo
McDowell complaining that his Editor,
Douglas Gageby, had gone native (h3
become"a white nigger), and that the
paper was then put under tight editoria
control of its Oath-Bound Directors. Wha
did O'Toole do? The title of his article jus
guoted isNote The Loud Silence On Publig

Interest"(June 2nd). We noted his silencd.

He did not bite the hand that feeds him.

He now reports that Eoghan Harris, the

Official IRA columnist on theSunday

Independentas indicated that he decided

not to speak his mind on 'Brien out o
prudence. He said itin Irish in the forn

of an anecdote about what an old man

once said to him about puttirigubh ar
béan" (black on white (IT 9.6.15).
The mere thought that the competer

and public-spirited O'Brien had displaced

the incompetent and humanly self-servin
Sir Anthony was a mental torment tq
Harris, causing him to censor himself
Cruel and unusual punishment on top ¢
corruption!

Back to Sepp Blatter: He gave fivg
million euros to the Football Association
of Ireland to ease its pain over Thierry
Henri's hand ball in the play-off for the
2010 World Cup. Henri did what
footballers do—even the self-righteou;
Englishoneswho joined the chorus again

He hds

| LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- LETTERS TO THE EDI-
|

Below is a letter published in tHash Timeson 29th May opposing the Britig
Nairways/IAG takeover of the company. It is a forceful and impressive letter. But
been printed AFTER the decision was taken by the Government to accept the
You have the impression this writer would not have left it so late to expre
opinions in writing!

Online investigation shows the writer to be an airline executive with an addr

~ Has the IT been playing games regarding Aer Lingus?
Tim O'Sullivan

Future of Aer Lingus

Your readers should be aware that the Government is selling its share in Aer
to the International Airlines Group, which in reality is British Airways (BA), fg
pittance. For an outlay of about ©1.4 billion, BA inherits almost a1 billion in cash at

performance, that cash position has undoubtedly improved substantially since th
also inherits 23 Heathrow slots worth in excess of @600 million at current market vi
That is before the value of the fleet and other assets is included.

Many people will be unaware that Aer Lingus has one of the strongest balance
Lot any airline in the world, up there with Ryanair. It handsomely trumps that of B
sell it for a return to Irish taxpayers of a paltry @350 million is an abominatio
demonstrates this Government's propensity to screw up on big financial issue
[ Water being the benchmark so far, and to sell its assets too cheaply.

The share price offered by BA is 14 per cent higher than the flotation price of
dn2.20, but 25 per cent less than the takeover price (up to ©3.30) offered by Ryal
that time. Those prices reflected a much weaker balance sheet and now demons
Government's abysmal judgment in this matter. This Government now e
shareholders to sell their shares at a substantial discount to the 2006 Ryanair p
that one at a cattle mart anywhere in Ireland.

It will surprise most people that the value of Aer Lingus's slots at Heathrow
included in its balance sheet. This was confirmed to me and other shareholder
chairman at the annual general meeting four weeks ago. The reason the slot v
notincluded is “as we did not pay for them, they are not recorded” (these slots w
of a“grandfather rights” arrangement for many airlines in the late 1980s on conditi
“you use them or lose them”).

In contrast, a paltry few million euro for slots at Gatwick are included in the acc

Many financial soothsayers claim that Aer Lingus cannot survive and grow

;_

Ministers in support of a sale. If such were the case, Aer Lingus would have gon
wall years ago. Any organisation that can repeatedly adapt itself to the changing d
of evolving markets will survive and prosper, irrespective of size. Aer Lingus is §
company.

For Aer Lingus to expand profitably, it can either borrow on the capital mark
Jlaunch a rights issue on the stock markets. | have absolutely no doubt that the
of the balance sheet and its cash-generation capabilities would be a major attra
investors and that funds to acquire additional aircraft to tap new markets would be
forthcoming. Otherwise aircraft leasing opportunities are widely available.

Promises have been made by BA that Ireland's strategic interests would be pr
Utter nonsense. The only strategic interest that will be protected is that of BA itse
is the duty of its board.

The Government has seriously misjudged its call on this bid. If it seriously wg
capitalise on Aer Lingus's financial value, then it should not countenance a sale |
company's market capitalisation is at least a4 billion.
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The Second World War was a kind of itbehaved with utter irresponsibility when
British displacement activity. It had Russiawas atits mercy under Yeltsin, and
catastrophic by-products, but no coherenta remnant of the KGB had the power and
purpose. Its purpose certainly was not tothe resourcefulness to pull the country
bring Communism to power in central togetheras acapitalistdemocracy capable
Europe and establish US hegemony overto tending to national interests. Also,
what had been the British Empire and its China has become a powerful capitalist
Blatter—he discreetly touched a ball down spheres of interest. economy outside the democratic order of
to his foot with his hand and scored, The capitalistworld market has existed things. The US, which is committed by its
putting Ireland out of the competition and under US hegemony since 1945. Underown dynamic to world hegemony, has an
Francein. Breaking the rules surreptitious-the trading system of this market— undeniable interest in breaking the will of
ly is part of a professional footballer's sometimes callefiee trade—the US has both Russia and China, and that has given
training. This causes create pain in an erdhe power to crush states which act contraryRussia and China a shared survivalist
when television sees everything, butto its interests. When Britain made an interest against the USA. Both remain
decisions are made on the spur of theattempt to rehabilitate its Empire in 1956, committed to capitalism, but both under-
moment by the referee and the linesmenthe US brought it to heel by threatening it stand that they must make themselves

Blatter cheated Irish soccer out of partwith financial ruin. invulnerable to dollar sovereignty.
of its legitimate pain by paying it a kind of
fine for the injustice. (We needtoremind A year ago British financial pundits Other states have tried to do this.
ourselves that in Ireland, as in the Unitedwere certain that the US would be able toSaddam Hussein wanted to stop using the
States, it is still only 'soccer'. In Ireland do the same with capitalist Russia. Thatdollar to sell his oil. Libya under Gaddafi
"football" is catch and kick, and inthe US has now become doubtful, and thereforewas trying to develop a kind of African
itis a kind of rugby. But for the rest of the World War is again in prospect. money—and was reduced to a shambles.
world soccer is football.) John Waters (formerly dnish Times  Only powerful states, which are immune

Confidentiality was part of the deal. columnist, now writing in theSunday to the democratic corruption practised by
This is understandable. Injustices occurlndependenthas said outright that the the United States through NGOs, and
all the time on the field. If compensation world needs a master, and that the USwhich in the last resort could wage a war
were paid, the queue would be endlessmaster should be supported. of mutual destruction with the USA, could
But Taoiseach Kenny has slated the The difficulty with US mastery is that do it.
arrangement for lack of "transparenty

FIFA

continued

empathy for the Palestinian plight,
which often crosses over into anti-
Israel diatribe.

Lord Bew—a former member of
the Workers' Association and who

The most serious thing about the FIFA Bew On |riS h

affairisthatit blew the whistle dglobal- :
ism". As we have often said, there is o Peas_a_nt Anti-
Semitism !

such thing aglobalist capitalism There

is onlyAmericanism It may be doubtful

whether such athing as autonomous gldbal
capitalismis arealisable ideal Thatitdges

not exist is certain.
When Britain launched a Second Woild

War and made a mess of the world withit,

it fell to America to take over the world,

except forthe parts occupied by the Soviet
Union as the state that defeated Npzi
Germany, and China where the Com-
munist Party as the victor in the complex

war of defence merged with a civil wal.
In 1945 the world outside thp

Communist area was bankrupt and the
USA was booming. In order to creatq a

market for its commodities it provide|

money to the world to buy them. Forms|of
national money were re-established Iut
they all rested on the dollar. The US Has
now asserted that all who use the dollar} or
dollar-related currencies, or plastic mongy,

are subject to US sovereignty.

The world market was established py

Britain in the 18th and 19th centurigs

German economic development after the

unification of 1871 began to erode Britigh

hegemony of it. The problem was deplt

with by world war.

continued

herecalls. "I was very impressed. It
was the Israel of kibbutz—not the
start-up nation. It was a democratic
Israel; itwas the Israel ofthe Labour
Party. It was the first time people
saw cabinet ministers who did not
wear shirts and ties."

As a Cambridge University stud-
ent, he read the works of Jewish
academics and Marxists, including
Ralph Miliband and Isaac Deutscher.

"You might describe me as a bog-
standard left-wing intellectual”, says
Lord Bew, who was involved in the
Irish civil rights movement. "None
ofus really thought about the Jewish
world except for the Jewish intel-
lectuals whose work we were
familiar with and respected as young
academics."

Butthe socialist position on Israel
has dramatically shifted since Lord
Bew was a student. It has turned
fromadmiration ofanew democracy
in the Middle East to vehement
criticism of a capitalist nation. The
socialist movement is now littered
with Israel boycott initiatives and

took part in People's Democracy
marches, saysitwas "quite common
for young left-wing intellectuals to
be pro-Israel because the Israeli
political culture was so different.
Israelisociety and its economy have
changed, thatworld has gone. Israel
has to be what it is now to survive.
It has to be a successful capitalist
nation—the start-up nation, the hi-
tech nation. But it is now less easy
to defend in certain sectors of
Western public opinion.”

I meetLord Bew, 65, atthe House
of Lords for afternoon tea. Calm in
manner, he is already waiting atthe
entrance when | arrive. Over
crustless sandwiches and scones,
he says: "The argument against
Israel tends to be purely negative
and powered by antisemitism. | think
the case against Israel has lost the
socialist utopianism which Jewish
left-wing intellectual signed up to.
There is nolonger a socialist utopian
case against Israel.”

A full-time professor of Irish
politics at Queen's University
Belfast, Lord Bew has taken note of



the surge in anti-Israel activism on
campuses across the UK. Of the
boycott, divestment and sanctions
movement against Israel, he says:
"l pay a lot of attention to it. It is
profound among the student unions.
Once | was looking at my students
who were running a boycott of Israel
campaign, andthought: ‘If your mum
needed an operation and the
hospital was using technology that
had been developed in Tel Aviv,
would you then be for this boycott?’

"While | accept that it is possible
to be very critical of the policies of
the state of Israel, you do have to
ask yourself whether the coalitions
that are built up in student politics to
create this campaign are obviously
antisemitic. If you look at the tone of
the demonstrations, some of the
chants, itis very hard to say that the
broader movement does not contain
antisemitic elements. | think people
have to face up to that.

"I do not think the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions Move-
mentis going to work on universities.
There are so many ties with Israeli
scientists and academics that have
real connections with each other
that I think those ties are too strong
to be broken by any campaign.”

And Lord Bew, the former chair-
man of the British-Irish Association,
recognises that some of the most
vehement criticism of Israel comes
from Ireland—where Israel's
attitude tothe Palestinians has been
likened tothe British colonial attitude
to Ireland. "It is related to old-
fashioned peasant antisemitism and
it is related to the 'we support the
indigenous people, not the
imperialists™ stance, he says.

"Peasant Catholic antisemitism
in Ireland is not too dissimilar to
Poland—seeing Jews as outsiders
with lots of money. On my own
campus, there have been issues
and of course it gets caught up in
Irish politics—the unionists tend to
be much more sympathetic to Israel
and the nationalists not.

"The unionists were saying: 'if
you attack Israel, you attack us
because you know we support
Israel'. It not an unreasonable
argument, he laughs. Lord Bew
was appointed a cross-bencher in
the Lords in 2007 in recognition of
his contributionsto the Good Friday
Agreement. If he could work through
that, what would he do for the

ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

"Nobody can believe anything
other than: we are stuck with these
two people living close to each other
and we must be looking to have the
best possible relations", he replies.
"There is no possibility of a utopian
resolution ofthis place. This is about
managing the level of hate
downwards.

"I strongly believe in a two-state
solution despite all the difficulties.
My background in Irish politics was
the Good Friday Agreement so |
believe in the historic compromise
between people. | find it quite exas-
perating that if | am quite clearly
committed to historic compromise
in an area, why people are con-
vinced | am not committed to historic
compromise in another area.”

Lord Bew took up the position at
the AlA in 2011 at the invitation of
one of his many Jewish friends. So
close are histies with the community
that he eats in a kosher restaurant
at least once a week.

But advocating Israel in his posi-
tionis notan easy feat. "The hateful
part of the defence of Israel is the
assumption that you are opposed
to Palestinian statehood or the
human rights of Palestinians”, he
says.

"I have always tried for a meas-
ured tone. You know that being an
advocate of Israel is going to be
difficult; it is a difficult time. | think
you have to take the view that you
are in it for the long haul. | believe
Israel is a progressive democracy
that should be defended. You have
to take a long-haul view of it, and |
do take a long-haul view." "

"Israel has to be what it is now to
survive—that is almost true.

Biblical boundaries. The Bible Kingdom
of Israel stretched through what is now
Syria, Iraq and Jordan into Egypt.

The Palestinian authorities are willing
torecognise a state of Israel within definite
borders, and on the condition of a Right of
Return of refugees. What they will not
recognise as legitimate is a state of Israel
with undefined borders, which is com-
mitted to extending itself territorially until
the whole of Palestine becomes Israel.

Lord Bew does not see Irish resistance
to anti-Palestinian propaganda as being a
response to the expansionism of the Israeli
state, its treatment of Palestinians in the
Occupied Territory, and the ongoing
colonisation of that territory by Jewish
settlers intent on phasing out Palestinian
life. Not at all. Is is related to old-
fashioned Catholic peasant anti-Semitism
as in Poland.

We'd be interested to know where the
Irish peasants might have become anti-
Semitic through contact with Jewish
peddlers and money-lenders. They had
their own gombeenmen, didn't they?

Who was the first leader of the lIrish
Catholic peasants? It must have been
Michael Davitt. And Michael Davitt, we
seem to recall, was a supporter of Zionism
long before Britain adopted it as an
Imperial instrument.

And, after Davitt, there was the gifted
agitator and strategist of the peasantrights
movement, William O'Brien, who led the
movement to the abolition of landlordism
and the establishment of the peasants as
landowners. The Jews had nothing to do
with it. The market value of landlord
estates was devalued by tenant-right
agitation, and then the Government put up
the purchase-money in the hope that the
landowning peasants would become Brits.

The only Jewish connection we know

It only ofwas thatO'Brien married arich Russian

needs a slight amendment to be true: IfJew, who funded the production of a daily
Israel has to be what it is now then it hasnewspaper, th€ork Free Presswhich
to do what it does now to survive. represented the peasant interest.

What is Israel now? It is a half- Lord Bew, who is a fervent admirer of
completed colonial conquest of Palestine.John Redmond, surely knows that it was
In its political dynamic it is committed to not the peasants who raised the slogan
completing the conquest, and itis therefore"Down With The Russian Jewesk!was
a state without borders. the Redmondites.

Thereasonwhy itis allowed to massacre
Palestinians wholesale is that it says the Redmond's conduct of the Home Rule
Palestinians do not recognise it as legiti- Party was criticised sharply by ti@ork
mate and therefore it can't do a deal withFree Pressvhenitincorporated a Catholic
them. secret society, thé\ncient Order of

But Israel doesn't recognise itself as Hiberniansinto the structure of the Party,
legitimate. No major Jewish party in thus sectarianising it. The AOH was very
Israel has a policy of limiting the borders much an urban movement, based in
of the state—of defining them short of the Belfast, and it was to the fore in the
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Redmondite efforts to suppress the O'Briena frontier that had lost the capacity to Jerusalem cannotyetbe the internationally
dissidents. expand and was under pressure to contractecognised capital of Israel.

We do not know if an anti-Semitic It ticked over for two generations, but  Israel rejects a two-state settlement,
movementin Belfastlay behind tigdown  after its outburst of 1969 it had to think either implicitly like Netanyahu ode
With The Russian Jewesslbgan or ifit  about its position in the world. Looking factolike the others. The USA will notyet
was just a personal jibe against O'Brien'saround the world, it identified itself with authorise Israel's preferred solution. So
richwife. Whicheveritwas, ithad nothing minority settler communities, eventhough de facto colonisation continues, and
to do with the peasants. The AOH was awithin its corner it was the majority. 'Palestinian statehood' is vetoed, despite
movement within the British industrial  Its sense of affinity was with Apartheid the "measured toneshich Lord Bew
scene rather than the lIrish agricultural South Africa (before itthrewin the towel), erects between himself and the facts of the
scene, and it became a Friendly SocietyWhite Rhodesia and Israel. and Israel wagmatter.
within the Britishinsurance Agtwhich  the ideal. In the 1970s, when some critic *
theCork Free Presgegarded as an obstacle compared Ulster Unionism with Zionism, Let's conclude with a reminder of how
to the development of the weak native John McKeague (an Independentthat Middle East problem was brought
capitalism of the South. Unionist) ridiculed the comparison by aboutin very recent times.

saying that, if they really were like Israel, ~ Britain invaded the Eastern provinces

The only other anti-Jewish element we they would long ago have taken Dundalk. of the Ottoman Empire in the Great War,

can think of was the Limerick (City) They could only admire Israel. They Whichwe are now celebrating, and brought

'Pogrom'. A boatload of Jews on the way could not emulate it. them under British rule. Then it adopted
to New York was dropped off in Limerick the Zionist movement—the Jewish
City and local shopkeepers protested Lord Bew"strongly believes in a two- nationalist movement for the re-conquest
against their competitiveness. state solution despite all the difficulties" of Palestine after an absence of two

The transients in the Irish countryside and thinks it would have similarity to the thousand years. Its purpose was to
in later times were Spanish onion sellersGood Friday Agreement of 1998 about establish a secure base for itself in the
and Tinkers who mended pots. ThereNorthern Ireland. form of a Jewish State which depended on
were no landlords, no money-lenders The essential difficulty about getting a it and which it could therefore direct. It
beyond shopkeepers who extended creditiwo-state solution is that Israel doesn'tdid this in the knowledge that the Jewish
and no Jews. But there were well-known wantit. Aboutten years ago a party leaderStates of two thousand years ago were
Jews in public life—in Fianna Fail: the in Israel suggested that the state shouldratastrophic affairs, and that a restored
Party made by the anti-Treaty peasants. define its borders. It was a subversive Jewish State would probably be just as

And there was one well-known Anti- suggestion and he backed away from itcatastrophic if it was not subject to British
Semite. He was in the top-people's party:quickly. But, if Israel does not define its direction.

Fine Gael. His son is now doing penanceborders and end Jewish colonial action L -

for him as Foreign Minister by being a beyond those borders, there is no In 1919 B_ntamhbrought _':lhe ZIOI’]fISt

strong Zionist. possibility of a two-state settlement. orgamsag!?n ImtclJ(_t € \:]ersall es Soln_e:]—
The Israeli Prime Minister ruled a two- o cc Whi'e flocking the eeCte s

Lord Bew is certainly right when he state settlement off the agenda at the IasE;overnment out of it. It committed the
says that Ulster Unionist society is more Israeli election. His purpose seems to - c94€ of Nations to do what was
sympathetic to Zionism that Nationalist have been to bring an uppity US PresidentOtherW'Se. strictly su_pposed notto be done
society is. But that really has nothing to to heel by affronting him. Obama has anymoreinthe affaws of the world—to QO
do with anti-Semitism or its contrary. It only made some feeble gestures inWhat was done in the Ulster Plantation
has to do with settlements or colonies. response. A Jewish American has notcenturle_s ago—_to conqueranotherpeopl_e,

Unionist Ulster, excluded from British  been allowed to havéerusalem, Israel” expropriate their property, and take their
political life in the early 1920s, could only as his place of birth on his passport. place. Thatauthorisation mighthave been
understand itself as a frontier colony. It _couched_ In evasive euphemistic terms but
made thésupreme sacrificely agreeing The USA is impatient with United |ts1|<_3rr]act|ca_l meaning was under_stoold.
to operate an 'lIrish state' within the United Nations formalities but does not yet feel bef © ;;]mject was Selil n nllo'rlon ong
Kingdom for the purpose of helping that it would be advantageous to brush c ore there was any Nazi Holocaust to
Whitehall to handle Sinn Fein. Its election them aside. Justify it
programme in 1918 was for Six County Israel can do pretty well what it pleases L . .
separation from the rest of Ireland so thatwithout coming under Security Council Pa'lrehset_ﬁ(laor:jlstr%olophyethf;;\cl)zs g;’gt Lig:;%s
itmight become an integral partof Britain, censure leading to action, because it is; hl 4 un tg' ht terrorist et
which the pressure of the large Nationalist protected by the US Veto. What it cannot tﬁung _? handou_ ”_gt tgrronfst Wi;igamz
majority ontheisland had been preventing.do, because of other Vetos, is get Israe"B('at riush a mdlnlsdrat 'Ont a Ier Lo ?rr]‘
But the British Unionist Party of the time conquests sanctioned as legitimate annex-z.rI a_lnt suTren ered 1o "d dn . ef
persuaded it to operate a subordinate Sixations. Israel can conquer and colonise, lonist colony was awarded a plece o
County Government as a pseudo-statebut it cannot get its conquests ratified by Palestine in which to form a Jewish state

maintained economically by Britain, but the UN. and thﬁ Pilisttlr}lan maJo:tygvgf ?Waflfjhed
excluded from British political life. a smatfer it to form an /rab State. the

US spokesmen have said, over the yearsterritory awarded for the Jewish State had
In that situation it could no longer that they cannot see that Israel is doinga bare majority of Jews in it—if in fact a
understand itself in British terms and anything different from what the US did. majority at all. A Jewish State with a
follow the cultural side of British political  That is true, of course. But the United minuscule majority of Jews, and possibly
developments. Soitregressed toa coloniatates is still not the world. It retains the no majority at all, was not a practical
understanding of itself—a colony sitedon UN for the time being. Therefore project, and could not have served as a



base area for the full Zionist project. A the Arab Legion to prevent Zionist physical homes in which they raised the
massive clear-out of Arabs was thereforeexpansion over the whole of Palestine in ~ Snakes. Otherwise, more little snakes will
anecessary action. Hundreds of thousand4 948. be raised there.”
of Arabs were cleared out by one means or o )
another—what we now caléthnic The Ceasefire of 1948 left Israel in | hatwas the Israeli Minister of Justice
cleansing The Palestinian Arabs were a possession of a great deal of territory N th€ lastfew months. The Israeli deputy
people made soft by their comparatively beyond its 1947 borders. It spent twenty Minister of Defence has said that
idyllic life in the tolerant, cosmopolitan, years digesting this territory—and co- "aléstinians'are beasts, they are not
Ottoman Empire. They were easily operatingwith Britain and France ina pre- 'uman: o
panicked and pushed about. emptive defence against Egypt in 1956,  ---According to the Israeli Minister for

Well, that's the way of the world. Orit Then in 1967 it launched a pre-emptive FOreign Affairs, Tzipi Hotovely:
used to be the way of the world until the defence against Egypt, Jordan and Syria "My position is that between the sea
League of Nations and the United Nationsand took possession of the whole of and the Jordan River, there needs to be
decreed that it should not longer be thePalestine. (A pre-emptive defence is Onestate only—the state of Israel... There
way of the world. But a final instance of defence against an attach that never Lﬁ;‘to dﬁ'gi%i;‘;;a‘t?]g‘%rgscrgigitﬂ 2?3{3'?';‘:”
it was to be allowed in the special case ofhappened. In other words, it is an attack.) sovereignty over lands conquered [in
the Jews. Since 1967 the talk of a peace settlement 1967].

has been on the borders set by the 1948

Ifthe Jewish State had been establishedtonquest, as if these were the borders set These are the official statements of
within the borders of of the 1947 UN by the UN Resolution. But it has long geyeral Ministers of the current Govern-
Resolution, and consolidated by ethnic been apparent that the Zionists have nQnent of Israel. In one case, the genocide of
cleansing, then Israel would have takenitsintention of settling for the territory of 4| palestinians, including children, has
place in history as one amongstthe many their 1948 conquest. They have beengctyally been advocated and they have
states formed by brute force combined colonising the territory conqueredin 1967. peen referred to asnakes” Does the

with political craft. But it was never the Taoiseach agree that if we are defining
intention of the Zionist movement to build Report from David Morrison terrorism, that is the language and thinking
its state within 1947 borders. It was of terrorists? It is absolutely unacceptable
committed to Biblical borders and during in civilised politics and international

the 1920s z”d 1930s it hadt. 'Ejhnd(lar '?jri';iﬁht relations for the Head of Government of a
auspices, been spying out the land tha i Tall state with which we carry on normal

God gave to Moses with a view to extend- Israeli Min ISt.e rs relations to advocate thosei,orts of views,
ing its power over it as the opportunity About Palestine which we know have led to the deaths of
arose. thousands of innocent Palestinian men,

British capitulation to its terrorism in _ [Richard Boyd Barrett made the ., \on ang children. Given that the
1947 left it free to accept what the UN EIISWIQQ remarkswrtl_en ?S‘;wgga_‘f'sez‘iﬂ Taoiseach met Mr. Netanyahu in Paris
offered and to immediately go beyond it. ENda Kenny a queston in the bail on earlier this year, what does he have to say

The British Empire, having started the June] about the expression of such views by the

Zionist colonisation project in 1917, and  «The |sraeli Minister of Defence, Moshe Israeli Government?

having built up a substantial Jewish colony, y aai0n. said a couple of weeks ago that .
abdicated in 1947 and left Zionists free to |sael is'going to hurt Lebanese civilians The Taoiseat:: The Deputy has read

take the UN award of territory as a baserq include kids of the familyHe continued ~ COMMENts made by a number of Ministers
area for expansionist operations. Britain py saying that Israévent through avery " the Israeli Government. On the one
knew very well there was no other Power |gng deep discussion ... we did it then, wehand, I suppose one might say they are all
capable of policing the UN decision. did it in [the] Gaza Strip, we are going to on-message. | find that message regrettgble
A fairy story has been told about the g4 jt in any round of hostilities in the and most unhelpful. | do not agree with
Zionist movement beginning to settle fyyre" The military chief of staff, Benny those statements. When | met Prime
down peacefully within the territory Gantz, who headed up the last two military Mlnl_ster Netanyahu briefly in Paris, I.sald
awarded by the UN, but being attacked by gssaults on Gaza, has said tiiae next  ° him that when | had an opportunity to
all the surrounding Arab states and being,ond of violence will be worse and see 9° 0 Gaza a number of years ago with a
forced to expand in order to defend itself. this syffering increase’According to the delegation from here, Ifound the situation
But the Arab states were all British \inister of Education in the Netanyahu completely intolerable. | told him that |
creations, either under current British Goyernment'there will never be apeace 2™ 2 strong supporter of the two-state
control or disabled by Britain. Whatwas pjan with the Palestinians... | will do solution and that peace is always possible.
presented as an Arab attack on 1947 Isra€byerything in my power to make sure they' reminded him of the example offered by
was a small British action to limit the peyer get a stateHe has also said thit asmall country like Ireland, where people
Jewish expansion beyond 1947 bordersyqy catch terrorists, you have to simply o' able to sit down and work out their
and preventitfrom overrunning the whole ili them ... Ive killed lots of Arabs in my differences after 30 years of violence,
of Palestine.. life and there’s no problem with that" with the result that lives have been saved

Jewish colonial development after 1918 ’

" ini been put in place."
and policed Arab resistance to it. Then it [Palestinians] are all enemy putinp
. . combatants... this also includes the
lost control of what it had created, and in - yqihers of the martyrs... they should http://oireachtasdebates.oireachtas.ie/

order to retain some influence inthe Arab  gjlow their sons, nothing would be more debates%20authoring/DebatesWebPack.nsf/
world, itacted throughits ArmyinJordan,  just. They should go, as should the takes/dail2015060900021?0opendocument
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IBRC O'Brien's rights were vindicated in the

So far nothing has emerged of substanceCourts but it was a Pyrrhic victory since

to suggest any impropriety by the Board Dail Privilege allowed his affairs to be

of IBRC (on which an official from the aired in public with impunity. He claims

Shorts Department of Finance sat). As indicatedthe allegations made by Deputy Murphy
last month, it looks like prior to the are inaccurate and are a violation of his

from liquidation of IBRC there was a conflict right to privacy. In an article ifihe Irish

between Secretary-General of the Depart-Times (2.6.15) O'Brien notes that the

the Long Fellow mentofFinanceJo)Ln Moran and Chair?nanFianna( Fail Ie?ader Michedl Martin was

of IBRC Alan Dukes. Dukes claims that quick to denounce Mary Lou McDonald

Moran wanted a seat on the Board, so thafor 'abusing' Dail privilege by making
there could be less meetings and decisionsinsubstantiated claims concerning people
; could bé'readied up'between them. Isit who had Ansbacher accounts. And yet
exit from the EU has tended towards thepossible that the Department decided toMartin did not hesitate to defend Murphy

view that it will be disastrous for Ireland, stir things up when its supremo failed to for doing likewi
but will have no damaging consequences gs up P Or doing TIKEWISE.

o : : et his way? Dail Privilege is necessary to facilitate
for Britain. Ireland will be denied access 9 . . . :
. According to Catherine Murphy TD, public debate, but it should be used
to the UK market, but the UK will some- ; . . . S ;
) relations had deteriorated to such extentsparingly to avoid that institution being
how retain unfettered access to the EU. L d .
that communication between the Depart- brought into disrepute. There are none of
Indeed the London-basédpen Europe .
. L : ment and the board of IBRC was through the checks and balances that apply outside
think tank, whose line is slavishly reported theif respective legal representatives. Thathe DAl h as libel | dthe riah
by the Irish media, thinks that Britain will . pective legalrep tves. Thathe Dail, such aslibel laws and the right to
. . . .___is a dysfunctional state of affairs, but it know who one's accuser is.
receive an economic boost from exit since . ) x )
L does not follow that the fault lies with the It remains to be seen what will emerge
it will be released from the shackles of : Co -
: ) o Board of IBRC. It might very well have from a public inquiry, but already there is
social protection legislation. . . . . .
) ; been the case that the level of interferencesome inconsistency in the stories of the
A small article in theSunday Inde- . . )
: ; . .. by the Department was unwarranted andOpposition politicians. Catherine Murphy
pendent(7.6.15) might give Irish politi- . : : .
. that the IBRC felt it necessary to prevent says O'Brien availed of an interest rate of
cians some pause for thought before they, . . . . o
N the Department from actindgra vires In 1.5%, while Sinn Fein's Pearse Doherty
rush to do Britain's bidding in Europe. any functioning organisation—whether a h h d 3%
Renishaw, a manufacturing company y gorg ; says the rate charged was 3%.
A .~ State or a small company— duties and
founded by an Irish inventor David o .
: : responsibilities should be well defined. If
McMurty, and an English engineer John T )
T . .. they are not, it is impossible for people to
Deer, is thinking of moving some of its be made accountable if errors are made
UK operations to Ireland in the event of a h tionin th di t'O'Brien‘s counsel said in court that, if O’
British exit. The company is valued at 2.5 beth etassump Ict)rr: mD € mte |a;31ppr§ars %Brien's banking affairs were not considered
billion euro and operates in 32 countries, hed a ecausethe epartmento m:;mt(): rivate, he would have to consider moving
with 4,000 employees—2,500 of whom ad concerns, fhose concerns mus is considerable funds from Irish banks to

are employed in the UK. valid. Inrelation to the sale O_fS'teserV’theforeign banks. That was considered a
S concerns that have been raised have bee,
The Long Fellow is inclined to take the

d Th q €€Mhreat, but there is no doubt that it is an
views of such a successful company more2NSWered. These concerned. a) 9ranting, -tion that O'Brien is perfectly entitled to

seriously than a think tank with its own exclusivity tp the prospective purchaser;,
i~ b) not offering the company to a trade
political agenda.

buyer; c) the offer of 5 million to existing
shareholders; d) the writing off of over
100 million (see last month's column).
Unfortunately, there has been so much
political and media capital invested in the
proposition that there must be something
'rotten in the State of Denmarktiat no
amount of explanations is likely to satisfy
the sceptics.

BreExIT
Coverage of the prospect of a British

THE PuBLIC INTEREST
What is the public interestin all of this?

Who could possibly argue against
openness and transparency? But if the
requirements of openness and transpar-
ency imposed on the State are too onerous,
its effectivenessis undermined. At present
it appears that there is an assumption that
the State is guilty unless proven otherwise.
That kind of burden is not imposed on the
private sector.

THE IRISH TIMES TRADEMARK

The Irish Timesssued legal proceed-
ings against the British compafiymes
Newspapers Ltbbecause the latter intend-
ed setting up an online newspaper calle
Times Irelandwhich will offer a seven
day subscription package, giving on-line
access to the Irish edition of the London
Times as well as tHgunday Times Denis O'BRIEN FIFA CoORRUPTION

The Irish Timeslaimed that this isa Another assumption of the media is  To err is human; to forgive is divine
very serious infringementf copyright  that, because Denis O'Brienis a billionaire, That maxim is even more true when vast
because of the similarity betwedme  he is fair game. The argument is that hesums of money are involved, but the facts
Irish TimesandTimes Irelanchames. It hasaccumulated private wealth; this givesremain that Sepp Blatter has done aterrific
appears thatimes Newspapers Lttas  him social or public power; and therefore job in spreading thébeautiful game"
conceded the case. Whatever about thée should be made publicly accountable.throughout the world. Contrast the record
legal case, the plaintiff has no moral case.He has no right to privacy. RTE argued in of FIFA with that of the International
The Irish Timedook ownership of the court that, if they didn't include details of Olympic Committee. When it is
Ireland.cormmame and sold it backBord Denis O'Brien's private banking affairs, considered the enormous contribution
Failte. The Long Fellow considers this a its intended programme on the IBRC African athletes have made to the Olympic
farmore serious infringement of copyright would be boring; to which O'Brien's Games, is it not extraordinary that the
than anything Times Newspapers Ltd hascounsel responded that there was nogames have never been held on that
alleged to have done. constitutional right to be entertaining.  continent?



The host cities for the modern Olympic proposal made inthe course of confiden{ialand Board members with the Central Bank,
Games, which was inaugurated in 1896,discussions that the Republic of Ireland the Irish Financial Services Regulatory
have been dominated by the United Stateshould be allowed participate as a 33rdAuthority (IFSRA) had its own board,
and European cities. Mexico City in 1968 nation in the World Cup Finals in South CEO and Chairman and was supposed to
is the nearest the Olympic Games haveAfrica. Also, while there was no legdl be independent of the Central Bank while
come to South America. Next year— precedent for the result of a match to peremaining part of it. The role of the
possibly piggybacking on infrastructure overturned, there was another matter jonCentral Bank itself was thereafter limited
built for the 2014 World Cup—a Brazilian which FIFA was on less secure grourjd. mainly to ensuring "overall financial
city will host the Olympic games for the After the"best losers'emerged from thg stability". There was considerable
first time. qualifying groups, FIFA decided that the criticism at the time from the Central

The hosting of the World Cup, by playoff fixtures would be designed on the Bank of this arrangement and, following
contrast, has a closer correlation with thebasis of seeding rather than an open drawthe failure of the Regulator to prevent the
popularity of the game. So, since the gamesThe suspicion was that this was to giye emergence of a banking crisis, regulation
began in 1930, powerful countries (in France a better chance of qualifying. was transferred back to the Central Bank
footballing rather than financial terms)  The Irish threatened legal action but by by the2010 Central Bank Reform Act
such as Brazil have hosted it twice; no means was there a cast-iron cgse.

Uruguay once; Argentina once etc. SinceHowever, it was decided that FIFAwould  The 1999 McDowell Report (formally
Blatter became General Secretary in 1981donate 5 million to "ease the pain" gn the "Report of the Implementation
and later President in 1998 there has beerondition of confidentiality. The money Advisory Group on the establishment of a
a conscious attempt to spread the game tavent through the FAI's books and therq is Single Regulatory Authorityvas named
the weaker nations. The United Statesno suggestion of any malfeasance. Somafter the PDs' Michael McDowell, who,
hosted the gamesin 1994; Japan and Soutmedia commentators believe that moneybefore he became Attorney General in
Korea in 2002; and South Africa in 2010. received on &onfidential basis should| July 1999, chaired the committee which

Since England failed in its recent bids have been openly and transparenflyproduced it. It expressly advocated an
to hostthe World Cup, ithas been exerciseddescribed in the accounts! Taoiseach Endandependent regulatory model based on
by the issue of corruption and has beenKenny has complained of a lack ¢f the UK's Financial Services Authority
given enthusiastic backing by its Anglo- "transparency! (FSA). The objections to this arrangement
Saxon ally the United States, which since  Thankfully, there is still some common fromthe Central bank, as mentioned above,
1994 has developed a wealthy Footballsenseinthe country and it has been decigedere stated as follows in a press release on
organisation. Its bid to host a World Cup that this nonsense is outside the remitl of24th June 1999:
was def(_aated in favour _of Qatar_, though any Dail Committee. "The Bank disagrees strongly with the
Blatte.rhlmselfvoted for |t. And, since th main recommendation of the Advisory
security forces of the United States hajve Group report. No Convincing reasons
chosen to become involved in the corrdp- have been put forward as to why existing

tion investigations, itis conceivable thafa . . regulatory functions should be transferred
wider geo-political agenda is at play: lefts Bankmg IanIry elsewhere. The ‘green field’ option

get Russia, the 2018 hosts. represents a high risk strategy. The main

It is noticeable that investigations in continued risks include: .
corruption tend to serve a political purpoge. , . * loss of regulatory expertise;
The wealthy countries resent that t ebased aplproachand the'rules based * difficulty in establishing an inter-
considerable largesse generated from hé&pproach”. national reputation as any new authority
game is being distributed to the poo . ~ Wwould lack international contacts and a
countries. No wonder Blatter has suth The former rests on the idea that in  proven track record,;

support in Africa, the Caribbean, Eastern geqerql itis in banks own interest to limit * duplication of supervisory effort as
Europe and Asial their risk, and the main task of the  the Bank must, under the Maastricht
Regulator is to give the banks a set of Treaty, continue to monitor the stability
general principlesregarding their conduct,  of the banking system and act as lender of
accompanied by guidelinestofollow. The last resort;

FAI CorRrRuUPTION?

The Long Fellowremembersttteand [ Regulator may later sanction an institution * |oss of the important interaction and
of Henry", in a Football World Cup| if he finds these guidelines are being transfer of expertise between the Bank’s
qualifying game with France. This abused. regulatory and non-regulatory functions;

handball, which probably lost the game
for Ireland, had none of the redeeming This approach was adopted in Europe
features of Maradona'sand of God:'It | following the adoption of théasel Il The hybrid arrangement which event-
now emerges that, after that game, fheAccordsin 2004 and one of the primary ually emerged was a compromise, but the
FAIl was looking for a "handout” on fogt functions of the Regulator in Ireland, the moral authority of the Regulator was
of (oh dear) the incident. IFSRA, wastoimplementthem. However, undoubtedly diminished. While there may
An injustice was done and was seentomany European countries had historically have been weaknesses with earlier Central
be done on numerous action replaysmuch greater State involvement with the Bank regulation, the authority of the
broadcast on television and the internetbanking sector and retained a moreGovernor was considerable and could no
but, because FIFA, unaccountably, intrusive approach. The lIrish authority longer be brought directly to bear on
eschews video technology, no remeflyitself was created only in 2003 by carving individual banking institutions. This came
was available at the time or afterwardd. out the responsibility for banking out in an exchange between former
It has to be said that Sepp Blattpr supervision from the Central Bank. Chairman of the IFSRA Brian Patterson
humiliated the Irish by smirking at @ Although it shared premises, IT systemsand Kieran O'Donnell:

* high start-up and operating costs. "
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"Mr. Brian Patterson: |I... if you'll In the Honohan Report, and in his control the extent of lending) for fear that
forgive me for a moment, | remember evidence to the Inquiry, he makes much ofthe Irish subsidiaries of the UK banks
when | was studying my economics, | the failure of the Regulator and the Centralwould restructure to become mere
think at the feet of Garret FitzGerald in Bank to regulate, but largely downplays ‘branches' in Ireland. In such a case their
UCD, and he told us about moral suasion, yq fact that the Regulator was designedyegulation would become primarily a
he said that refers to the eyebrows of the. . L
Governor. So in other words, if, if the ... in accordance with free-market principles, matter for the UK Regulator and that
if you were having a conversation with and UK 'best practice’, NOT to regulate. would make it difficult for the Irish
the Governorand he raised his eyebrows- Regulator to control their activities. Such
In contrast to the abov&Rules-based a policy would have placed the Irish banks

Deputy Kieran O'Donnell: | suggest regulation” relies on the imposition of at a major commercial disadvantage
you should have listened. strict, clear, often legally binding rules for compared to their UK rivals.
Wi%h;:rgzg;i:};‘;ﬁgf;tgg;u%? grr]‘ dtgi“a companies and financial institutions and _ _
back on making remarks. ' is exemplified by th&8arbanes Oxley Act Evidence was also given of the lack of

Mr. Brian Patterson: You asked me Which governs publicly listed and other resources both in terms of personnel and
what, what powers we actually had. Moral companies in the United States and wad T available to the regulator. Mary Burke,
suasion was one of them, but | honestly imposed following the Enron and other who became Head of Banking Supervision
don't think that was working; the banks scandals. Financial sector regulation inin 2006, stated that:
weren'tlistening. We could have attached the US is split among various agencies— “Inthat regard, in 2006, BSD (Banking

conditions to licences; we could have ; ; L
done more in requiring capital including the Federal Reserve, the Federal Supervision Department) had an

requirements; we could have done more DepositInsurance Corporation, the Off_ice approved staff complement of only 53.5,
and done it sooner. What else could we ©f the Comptroller ofthe Currency—while  with actual numbers averaging around
have done? | suppose in extremis, wethe securities industry is governed by the 50, tc_) supervise approximately 80 banks,
could have gone and asked for emergencySecurities and Exchange Commission. It 50 Irish-licensed and 30 EU branches.”
legislation..." is subject to a vast range of legislation at
both Federal and State level. This regime
While there has been considerablejs widely criticised for its high cost of
discussion before the Inquiry of the fact compliance, reduction in innovation and
that Irish regulatory practice followed excessive litigation giving rise to a large
Basel Ilbest practice, there islittle mention |egal industry devoted to finding ways to
of the fact that the structure and philo- circumvent the laws. This arrangement
sophical underpinnings of the Irish also has been proven not to work very
Regulator were laid down prior asel  well, and of course failed to prevent the
Il. This was done in an atmosphere of meltdown in the US which triggered the
free-marketeeringcloser to Bostonthan  collapse everywhere else.
Berlin" PD-style Atlanticist nonsense A law that actually did seem to provide
mixed with a naive West Britonism which protection from excessive risk-taking was
overlooked the fact that, wherever itmight the 1933 Glass Steagall Agthich was
be 'spiritually’, Ireland was in a currency abolished during the deregulatory frenzy
union with Berlin, derived great benefits of the 1990s. (However its effectiveness
fromitand had responsibilities towards it. had arguably been reduced by then due t

other regulatory decisions.)
As for the model on which the Irish

Regulator was based, the FSAwas setup A handicap suffered by the Irish
to be independent of the UK Government, Regulator was the inclusion in its remit of
though its Board was appointed by the a requirement td'promote” the Irish
Treasury. Itwas financed entirely through financial services industry. This has been
fees charged to the financial institutions. widely criticised in much of the evidence
(The Irish authority was partially inde- given and was also revoked in the 2010
pendent but also received 50% of its Central Bank Reform Act. According to
income through levies on the institutions). Patrick Neary, it resulted in the Regulator

being seen as more of a ‘can o faciIitatorCiVilserVice protocols in this regard. The
inde- —, . . situation is apparently much improved
They may therefore have been inde This however cannot be said to have bee PP y P

Noday.
Banke to 2 greater of lesser degroe, bujl 12Ul of the Regulator, but of the
they were notindependent from the banks egislation which created his position. So was there no effective regulatory
they were supposed to have beenregulating An additional difficulty arose when it action from the Regulator?
and In both cases there was said to haveame to regulating tHéarge aggressive Well, contrary to popular belief, there
been a great deal'ofgulatory capture!’ UK banks"operating in Ireland, a subject was. Con Horan became the Director of
They suffered frofpushbackivhenever  thatis carefully avoided by the lotaisis Prudential Regulation in 2006 (replacing
they did try to step up regulation. Both was made inlIrelandhedia. Accordingto Patrick Neary who became CEO at this
embraced a principles-based approachBrian Patterson, Chairman of the IFSRA time), having previously served as Head
both failed to regulate effectively and in from its inception up to 2008, the Irish of Banking Supervision. In 2005 he
both cases Prudential Regulation wasRegulator could not, or was reluctant to, proposed increasing the bank's capital
handed over to their respective Centralincrease the capital requirements of therequirements on high loan-to-value
Banks after this failure. Irish banks (the main tool open to it to mortgages:

Thisis however entirely consistent with
a structure which is designed not to
regulate.

A considerably larger number were
involved in the regulation of banks in
their relations with cusimers rather than
the prudential regulation of the banks
themselves.

Prudential regulation, afteBasel I|
required the monitoring of vast amounts
of data supplied by the banks concerning
their lending and the capital reserves
available to cover losses from bad loans,
sudden runs on deposits etc. The IT
systems in place were described as
(?nadequate, having been inherited from
the Central Bank. Not only were the
numbers of staff inadequate, they were
also under-qualified and lacked banking
sector expertise. Recruitment of suitable
staff was gravely hampered due to the fact
that qualified people preferred to go and
work for the banks themselves because of
the much higher salaries on offer—salaries
at the Regulator offices was bound by



"This sought to put more capital aside
inthe event of adownturn and to establish Review : Sean Murray, Marxist-Leninist And Irish Socialist Republican
a standard in the market for prudept by Sean Byers, Irish Academic Press
lending. However, the proposal was npt
accepted. My understanding was that
senior management in the Financipl
Regulator and the Central Bank had
considered the matter but did not belieye

above:

the action was necessary. Macrp-

prudential analysis on mortgage gro

conducted around this time suggestpd

thatthe developments could be explain
by economic fundamentals.”

After his appointment as Prudenti
Director he took action again:

"my first week as prudential director,
presented proposals to the authority f
capital measures to address high loan-
value lending ... mortgage lending. Th
was the first time in almost a decade of
exceptional property market thg

regulatory intervention was instigated/"

There was considerable resistance
these measures; tipeishbackientioned

"The speed and level of consultation
the introduction of the measures led
me being rebuked by the statuto

financial services consultative industfy

panel. The panel considered the lack
consultation with its members in th
preparation of the measures as regrettd
and retrogressive. The chairman of t
panel wrote to me reflecting thos
concerns."

Sean Murray

Sean Murray was a name | was familiar separately in a cafe in the lower Falls
with from a young age. My father was a Road to discuss what was to be done. It
dmember of the Revolutionary Workers' was there we came across Catholic Action

Group back in Belfast in 1931 when Sednand members of Maria Duce, severely
was the leading figure in it. Murray had anti-communistand anti-socialist. Butthey
| been to the International Lenin School in were intellectually inclined and the Maria
Moscow, going there in December 1927 Duce members knew more about 1930s
aged 29. He already had ten years ofcommunism in Belfast than we did. That
litical activity under his belt, including version of the Party back then they said

PO
ko-his role as commandantin the IRA origin- they had a bit of respect for, but the
s ating in the mainly Catholic Glens of present loyalist-run CPNI they saw as a
an Antrim during the War of Independence. Fifth Column for the Soviet Union.

t The International Lenin School, direct-

ed by Bukharin, was no holiday camp, as That certainly made us think that the
the author says, it had a 72-hour week ofsituation of Catholics weren't too high on
Wintense study. My father was one of thosethe agenda of the CPNI, that it was now a

chosen to be part of the next Irish batch toProtestant party—but then again, yesterday,

be sent to Moscow. He failed to take up it had been a Catholic party, despite the
n the offer, due to his recent hurried marriage sloganising of class war. A number of
[0 and me being in a hurry to join the world. Protestants had stuck with the 1930s CPI,
Y Remaining active, he was to become asome of them prominent in Trade Union
member of the newly reformed CPI. He affairs, and a few of them had suffered
, leftthatearly oninthe 1930s butremained imprisonment.

bl communist until his death. Murray himself had almost been stab-
ne  When [ joined the Young Workers ped to death and he was one of a number
e League in 1950 | asked Murray why my of socialists who had been put under siege

father had leftthe movementyetremainedy a mob of thousands of anti-communists
attached to its basic ideas. Sean was veryn Dublin. At times he carried a gun in his

o
=

Having dealt with the most dangerous coy about it all. | suggested maybe my pocket for his own protection. The problem
aspect of mortgage lending, he moved Pfather had become a parlour socialist. Hewas that, in the late 1940s/early 1950s,
to commercial property Iendmg exen- smiled at thiS, but the truth was another Belfastthere was nowhereto go po||t|ca||y

plified by Anglo:

"Later in 2006, | followed up thesg

mortgage measures with the introducti
of the most stringent capital requireme

in Europe for speculative commercial

property lending and addition

requirements for buy-to-let mortgagep.

There was also resistance to th
measures. Clearly the majority view
the time was that the property market
going to have a soft landing as inter
rates increased. There was fear about
message that regulatory interventi
would communicate in terms of th

matter. Sean said if we had everyone whocatholic West Belfast was having rallies

L had passed through the ranks of theon May Day of Joseph the Worker, the
n communist movement here right now we Republican movementwas anti-communist,
ts would have quite a party. anti-socialist. The Northern Ireland Labour
Party was just another unionist party. The
Otheryoung membersinthe YWL also CPNI—though, with its Protestant bias
ghad parents and relations who, like my and occasional outbursts of sectarianism
t father, had been in the RWG and the CPI.by one of its EC members Annie Bruton—
sThey didn't seem able to answer my had Sean Murray, and the Protestants Betty
st question: why, when they still claimed to Sinclair, her brother Billy Sinclair, NI
h&ye communists had they left in the 1930s?organiser for the Amalgamated Society of
N The curiosity grew in the YWL and the Woodworkers, Eddie and Sadie Menzies,

property market in Ireland and how [t the_n (;PNI went all-out to suppress that Billy McCullough, all from the 1930s
might affect the competitiveness of tHe Curiosity. We weren't at all savvy about CPI.
banking system." the idea of research into archives that Buttheyremained silentaboutthe 1930s
would have existed in libraries like the history of the party and that was starting to
But the property market was beginnirjg Linenhall Library orat Queen's University. annoy members of the YWL. We did
to cool down by then, and in any case theThen a young Protestant Bob Heatley, observe that Murray was anisolated figure,
damage had already been done, as he say#those father had also left both organis- with very little to do until he was made
"regrettably, however, these measurpsations in the 1930s, began to push thelecturer to the YWL. He was quite
were too late and were not sufficient jo YWLto considerthe plight of the Catholics professor-like in his knowledge of com-
reverse the excesses of the previous dedadef Northern Ireland. Though meetings of munist theory but had the clarity of
and save the financial system when thethe YWL were unified, it was when the communist articulation. He was to us
global financial crisis struck." meetings were over that the split began:teenagers a dignified person with a lot of
with the Catholic members, plus the one wisdom. Occasionally one of our members
Protestant Bob Heatley, meeting would interrupt his lecture to throw out a
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guestion about the role of the party in the Protestant population of the North—a acknowledgments, bibliography and
1930s. That's when the jovial Catholic united neutrality during WW2 to cover index. Every quotation is recorded and
small farmer of his character would kick the island of Ireland. qualified in his notes which take up many
in with some joke irrelevant to the lecture pages. Itis a work that must have taken up

. . Much of his republican socialism was . .
and we knew then itwas a subject we were : to five years to research and write. | had
X never going to appeal to the Protestant
not going to learn about.

ooulation of the North. He was also myself been interviewed by the author as
At an AGM of the CPNI one of us P°P ) ..~ far back as St Patrick's Day, 2011, by
. being battered from the Catholic side like, .
raised the matter of the suppressed 193013 L email and | had forgotten all about that
. orexample, anincident atthe Bodenstown. . ;
history and she was shouted down. : interview so much time had passed
7 . Commemoration when members of the
Continuing to ask the same question, we
were subjected to threats of violence from

republican movement wouldn't let the
three men and their wives. We knew theyCommunlsts unfurl their socialist banners
were involved in some kind of gangster

and, when they did, attacked them and
activity in East Belfast and we couldn't

tore up their red flags. Amazingly, this . .
don'tknow how much he would be getting
understand why they were allowed to be handful of Northern Protestants stuck by but | would imagine—unless you had
members of the CPNI. First they sent their

Murray through thick and thin during the secrets to sell—vou would be receivin
. 1930s. Those who left the CPNI because, Y 9

wives over to warn us to shut up and when

that didn't work the husbands, walked

. . : just about a living wage. The CPI and the
of the nationalist/republican nature of the g :
. ) CPNI were always in financial trouble.
. ; . party still had high regard for Murray, and :
over in their sharp gangster suits andthatincludedm father who was basicall The problem was they had sometimes to
sunglasses and raised their fists but not in : mytat . &Y ask the CPGB for help and the CPGB sure
) areformist unionistin communist clothing.
the manner of the communist salute. So
the YWL walked out of the AGM and

took advantage of that.
became the Socialist Youth League with a
notepaper heading in Irish. Sedn Murray
just sat silently through this ruckus but
looked pleased. There was nowhere for
any of us to go so we stayed within the
orbit of the CPNI.

At some point the Comintern took
Murray off the payroll. It seemed they had
someone else in mind to head the CPI. |

My father was in correspondence with Murray was always, in the Leninist

Murray during my teens. On a few occa- o .
sions | had been delegated to attend é[radltlon, aware that a party must have its

communist cadre school in Sheffield fora o ¢ WSPaPET. H(.E did manage to ge_t one
. off the ground but its lack of circulation
week. When my father heard of it, he : o
. . caused the Irish party to adopt the British
wrote to Murray and said | wasn'ttogo as . .
. . . Daily Workeras its paper. Murray, off the
I had an apprenticeship to serve and goin

to Sheffield could endanger it. The CPngpayroII,then hadto find workina Northern

Similarly, you get this from the book ayer had any funds to spare and what jreland—which always managed to keep

though it was probably not intended—that ,, given from my apprentice wage by Its l_Jnemponmen_t numbers steady. Even
Murray also had nowhere to go once he . during WW2, with all the war work
y g my parents didn't amount to much. | was

became a communist. The WW2 split in 5qyised by a member of the CPNI to start2vailable, the unemployed figures were a
the party, due to 26 Counties going neutral constant 16,000. The author finds in

e saving for my boat fare to Liverpool. M . hi dverts f Killed
and the 6 Counties joining the war effort, then “gutside Liverpool, onacertainroad . - &y > archives adverts for unskiie

must have seen his Leninist discipline put,nere milk tankers ran | was to thumb onel®PS €ircled in ink. Murray worked as a
to the test, with the CPNI co-operating ofthemto Sheffield. | was told that Picasso 22/™an for wo months at the Empire
with the Unionist Governmentinits efforts . ou1d be there. | had never heard of |'€ate: Belfast, helped to build air-raid
to avoid industrial strikes and at one time picasso and thought they were talking shelters, and spentfourygars||nthe Belfast
bringing over Harry Pollitt, head of the a10ut some well-known parrot. shipyard as an electrician's mate. He
CPGB, to speak to the striking workers at ~ \,rray said my father was right, | had already knew what hard work was when
Mackies Engineering Works in order to get on with my apprenticeship or | he worked on_hlsparentssmallfarmmthe
persuade them to return to work. Glens of Antrim but he had no knowledge
ofindustrial work. He was always anxious
‘that the people of Ballybrack, where he
came from, wouldn't be told of his having
towork as a labourer. Things in the labour
market then weren't as versatile as they
are today.

would end up like him. But, on the other
The CPGB was hostile to the Irish party hand, | should go as an active communist
in the 1930s and treated it as somethingCommunists were dying in the world for
that should be more subservient. Pollitt in their beliefs and the least | could do was to
particular didn't like Murray and tried on make some effort and go to Sheffield. |
many occasions to sabotage his elevatiordidn't go and Murray said under his breath
tovarious positionsinthe CPI. The veteranand with some menace that | would go
communists Bob Stewart and Willie nexttime. Butthere wastobe nonexttime During Murray's time the gulf between
Gallagher were used as the hit-men of thewhen | was again delegated; and Murraythe skilled and the unskilled was almost
CPGB against the Irish party. Murray had said | was becoming like my father. The like the working class being divided into
bad advice from the Comintern about annext day he apologised, or in communistupper and lower. In Belfast there was the
Ireland they knew very little about. terms, he wentin for abit of self-criticism, kitchen house for the unskilled, streets of
Sometimes they used the CPGB to sendwhile | answered with self-criticism. Not them, the parlour house for the skilled,
directives to Murray on how to conduct too difficult for Catholics to go confessional. also streets of them. Murray must have
the affairs of the CPI, the CPGB themselves felt he would never get out of his situation.
not understanding the very complicated Sean Byers, the author of this book, He had been the courageous and capable
politics of Ireland North and South. Left also has respect for Murray, with his deepIRA leader with a huge respect from the
alone Murray would have opted for a research into the man, his politics and hispopulation where he born, then the student
United Front when his class antagonismtimes. He sees Murray's very desperaten Moscow, the RWG and CPNI leader,
policy didn't seem to be working. There struggles and his courage both as an IRAand now it looked as if he had been flung
were times of course when he had ideasCommandant and a Communist. His down the stairs without much of a helping
that must have seemed bizarre to theresearch is indeed breathtaking, withhand from the CPNI, except that an



influential Electrical Trade Union official | had noted the continuing anti-Irish ~ Back then there was a drinking culture
had swung him this job in the shipyard. tinge to the CPGB when it was telling in Belfast, as there was in Dublin and
We did have a few people well-off in the people like meto forgetthe Irish Question. other lIrish cities, and also amongst the
CPNI but they were too busy building Also some of their anti-Catholicism was Irish in Britain. It was thought of as quite
new homes for themselves. so blatant it had to translate into anti- an enjoyable way to spend a Saturday

He already had had to swallow one Irishism. It seemed the hard-working Irish night, and it was. | had to smile when |
humiliation from the Comintern after he labourer was a fascist in some quarters. Iread in this book about Jim Prendergast, a
married a Russian girl in Moscow called still had nowhere to go but at least | now former International Brigade veteran, say
Katya. She was refused a passport tochad a healthy disrespect for the CPNIof Sean, when he gotdrunkonthe outbreak
accompany him home to Belfast, noreasonbecause of its treatment of Sedn Murrayof WW2: "Murray should pull himself
given, though it did seem to be mean-and ofthe CPGB because of its inability to together" | used to drink with what we
spirited. Another student, Pat Breslin, at help Bob Stewart. It was easy now to called the Dublin Crowd—all on the left
the Lenin School, had married a Russianleave the CPGB in the late 1960s. and working as electricians—along with
girl, surrendered his Irish citizenship and Jim Prendergast, decked out in railway
become a Soviet citizen. He was expelled Among notable people Sean Murray guard's uniform with cap, British Rail
fromthe Lenin School for unusual political had been in contact with were Roger issue pocketwatch, whistle and signalling
ideas, which drew criticism from hisfellow Casement, another Glens of Antrim man,lamp, knocking back the pints in a pub
students. He was refused permission to ga great inspiration to him, and his good adjacent to Kings Cross railway station.
home to be with a wife he already had in long-life friend Peadar O'Donnell. Peadar At one point he realises he has drunk too
Ireland. In the end he died of ill health in stuck by his old pal through every much and won't be able to make it to his
a prison camp in Soviet Kazan in 1942. difficulty. train. We didn't help him either—in
Some people, not exactly friends of com- ordering up yet another round and telling
munism or socialism, expected Murrayto  The author has truly given me the him he'd be all right when he went into the
have something to say about this but againpackground to the 1930s CPI, all thosefresh air. The least drunk of us ended up
as a fully-fledged communist apparatchik questions we wanted answered asphoning British Rail to tell them that one
where was he to go after he protestedteenagers are now answered. But sadlyof their guards had taken ill and wouldn't
about Breslin's end and was maybe cold-most the members of the old YWL are be onthe Glasgow runtonight. The answer
shouldered or expelled. gone. What a feast this would have beenwas:

for my teenage friends Bob Heatley and

Bob Stewart, whom | have already Declan Mulholland who wanted to know
mentioned, attended a social evening Ithe truth about this party.
was atir_l Swiss Cottage, ITondon. Mythen In my opinion, the CP! of today has our race, with nothing much at the end of
mother—ml—law was Scottish and thought now returned to its Cathohc_ roots. WOL_JId it all in personal terms, but now saved by
of highly in the CPGB. She and | were Sean Murray be happy with something this magnificent tombstone of a book.
talking to Bob when he suddenly said his that doesn't menace anyone to any great
daughter's Russian husband, an official,degree?

"Same as last Saturday night?"

This was once the most intelligent of

Wilson John Haire

in the Soviet political system, had dis- | can't even feel nostalgia when | loo 30 May, 2015
appeared. This was 1956. It isn't acknow-at its website. .
ledged that during this anti-Stalin period 16

people were disappearing without trace, The author does see Sean Murray 3s_ . . ,
forthey were too busy talking about Stalin's non-sectarian in his attitude to the Norther While bullet wounds remain
'disappeared'. Stewart said he didn't wantireland Protestant population. Well, yes ILees:ation lives on

usto mention thisto anyone else. Naturallyif you have nowhere to go. But you mus don't try healing them at the
he was deeply upset and now his task wade allowed an opinion. Once, whern

=)

X : . . . . behest
to gxtract his daughter from the Soviet walking with him down Corporau_on. of those cynical of their country's
Union. He would have to go there and Street, past the Labour Exchange, with 'tshistory

plead with someone in the Khrushchevlong line of the unemployed, he said| ihose who wish the national heart
Government as a pro-Stalinist, when they Catholic to Catholic’l suppose the wind | ¢, expire

knew his form. | said nothing to anyone in their empty stomachs is probably finding more interest in a nearby
about what I had been told and neither didplaying The Sash"His intellectual self | power

my then mother-in-law. Iwasn'twillingto said something different from what hg to gain trinkets and bric-a-brac
raise the matter with my communist branchtruly felt about the miserable NI situation/| titles

for | also had nowhere to go if | had of whileimplying these were workers on thq their very souls

been expelled. wrong course. Such was the dual hell dfrecycled

communist thinking in a sectarian society} betraying their birthplace
Twelve more years of life at least for| their race

Murray and he would see a truly startling yet hoping to flower

) . . phenomenon developing into the longt in their native bower
delicately asked him about his daughter.war' that would begin to make all thosq but only to grow as

He pretended not to know what | was changes Murray really wanted with hig weeds

talking about and merely acted the eldeflyGlens of Antrim background. on those graves that rejected them
man that he now was. Much like Sean through thought word and

Murray became he sat there looking And the end of that life on the 25th off deed.
isolated and lost, as de-Stalinisation wentMay 1961: Cirrhosis of the liver due to Wilson John Haire
on the rampage in the CPGB. alcohol. 21 June, 2015
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Later | bumped into Bob Stewart in a
pro-communist Italian restaurant on
Tottenham Court Road in London and |
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Review: The Irish Times: 150 years of Influence by Terence Brown

Irish Times Influence

The author of this book is a retired
Professor of Anglo-Irish literature in
Trinity College Dublin. He was asked to
write this book by the Chairman @he
Irish Times TrustProfessor David Mc
Connell. While he received financial
support fromThe Irish Timeshe denies
that this is an official publication.

In his Preface he generously acknow-

ledges previous books on the subject suclother ideological tendencies were invisible

as Mark O'Brien'SconscientiousWwork,

reform were unrepresentative; secondly,
the oppressed were happy in their lot; and
thirdly, the conflict had an external source
(in the above case Irish and German
mercenaries).

) . Brown shows that in 1867 the news-
the magazine the author remarks tliat paper believed that Fenianism had a

did not shy away from espousing Protest-¢,oin source, and notjust Irish emigrants.

ant Euprt_amhac_lsm_ . g 4 The membersbore strong resemblance
The Irish Timestself started out (and e gilapidated specimens of humanity
continued) its life as an elitist, conservative which were landed on our quays from the

a”‘?' unionist newspr)]gpe_r. erlen t_h'j purlieus of the manufacturing towns in
reviewer was researching its early perio 'England" and "the leaders of this most

he was amazed to discover that it SaWincane and wicked raid in Kerry are

itself as being at the heart of the nation. All AmericansThe newspaper also believed
. : i that the Fenians were tHeebauched
to it or, if they existed at all, they were English artisans—the roughs who stab

this reviewer‘ﬁcontentious'bo_ok, and a di_stortion_s of the_ true me_aning of bging and wound in midnight brawls—the wife
book by Dermot James which he sayslrish. This delusional attitude of mind beaters of English manufacturing society”
helped shape his narrative. persisted well into the twentieth century.
The Preface also definesthe parameters  Although Brown might not put it in nothing to do with such organisations as
_of the _book. 'I_'he aut_hor says it is not anquite t_he same way, the content of h'sthe Home Rule Party or the Land League.
institutional history (i.e. concerning the analysis confirms this view. Indeed, this It even claimed that the Irish peasantry
f!nances, business affairs and admlnlstra—dlstort_ed view o_f reallty_ extended to its was against the dis-Establishment of the
tion of the newspaper) but rather an accounteporting of foreign stories, as the authorChurch of Ireland. Brown refers to an

The real Irish people would have

of how the paper ha%eported and
reflected on Ireland and the worldThis

is a pity since an insider such as Brown American Civil War. It claimed:

would have access to internal documents
and key personnel that would not be
available to other researchers. For
example, he remarks that he dined with
Major McDowell and was given access to
Geraldine Kennedy's recording of an
"excellent" interview with the Major,
which has never been published.

So, whatever about the merits of this
book, Brown has indicated from the outset
that no secrets will be given away. The
photographs in the book reflect the text.
There are pictures of scenes from the First
World War; the 1916 Rising; the
Eucharistic Congress; and even a photo-
graph of Gerry Adams and Martin Mc
Guinness announcing an IRA ceasefire.
But the camera never turns around and
focuses its gaze on The Irish Tiniself.
There are no pictures of R.M. Smyllie,
Douglas Gageby, Major McDowell or
any of the other personalities of the
institution.

How an institution or even a person

sees the world can be very revealing, even

if it is not the full picture. So, while this
reviewer would have preferred if Brown
had written a different book, the book that
he has written is a valuable contribution to
our understanding of The Irish Times

The book is particularly strong on the
early period of the newspaper's history.
He suggests that tHaublin University

demonstrates. The newspaper was highlyis, Timesreview of Dion Boucicault's
critical of Abraham Lincoln during the ~j1cen Bawn which describes it as a

predicted that the Federal cause wa
doomed to failure because of its reliance
on Irish and German mercenaries:

"thrilling picture of rural life" rather than
"... the Union troops and the Union g piece of stage-Irishry.
gunboats are to favour a servile revolt.

The hot blood and cruel temper of the £, o foundationThe Irish Times
negroes are to be aroused against the

families of the planters, and horrors which was avowedly unlonls.t in its orlentat_lon.
the pen refuses to describe are to beHoweverinthe 1860s it was not hostile to
perpetrated by the Federal authority" the idea of Home Rule, butthe demand for
(14.1.1863). Home Rule in that decade was very
different from what it became. Brown
quotes the leader of the Home Rule

"Throughout the whole war nothing is movement, Isaac Butt, who was a radical
so remarkable as the unexpected loyaltyTory MP, as follows:
ofthe negroes to their masters. They have ] o
adhered to their owners with affectionate "Ireland’s future is best secured within
fidelity, they have followed them to the ~ the empire by a native parliament

armies, joined with them in the encount-  H . . .
ers, nursed them in sickness, cultivated HOme Rule was not incompatible with

the fields and guarded the families of the Unionism. At that time the Home Rule
planters. Mr Lincoln's proclamation will movement was largely led by Protestants,
have no effect on the great body of thesesome of whom hoped that "aative"
men. Parliament composed of the Protestant
In an earlier Editorial (5.1.1863) it AAscendancy would be a bulwark against
dand reform.

Brown recognises that the death of Butt
was a watershed moment. The new leader,
Charles Stewart Parnell, who was also a

"Asyetneither Northemers or Western- pyqiestant, mobilised the Catholic masses
ers had been called upon to pay the cos%or Home Rule

of the war. They have been enjoying a
Fool's Paradise and are aboutto be crudely Brown contrasts the eulogy to Butt on
awakened to their real condition. When his demise to the barely concealed hatred
war had to be maintained by the expen-that the paper had for Parnell, which was
diture of 'cash’ and when the Irish and not assuaged by his death as this Editorial
Germans refuse to be led out as sheep tghows:

the slaughter, then the war must end.”

The Editorial continued:

"As to the estimate of Mr Parnell which

We see here three themes, which were those not of that political connexion {the

Irish Party} will be justified in enter-

taining, it is enough to add that his errors
were great and the injustice which he did
to his own social class flagrant, and

Magazine a Trinity College publication echoed in the newspaper's coverage of
founded in 1833, was an intellectual Irish affairs in the nineteenth century.
forerunner to the newspaper. RegardingFirstly, the State authority's attempts at



excusedinits extravaganceinnomeasure The newspaper took comfort from the

by faults of theirs" (8.10.1891). Ulster Covenant: resented another view of the Irish Nation.
“They {the Unionists—JM} had When _the Irish leaders were captuiida:

convinced every open mind in the United Irish Timesurged the Government to be

Kingdom that the men who sign the merciless.
Covenant today will keep their word.
This is the only fact that counts. They
may be right or wrong, loyal or disloyal,
patriots or rebels; but they have taken a
course and nothing will turn them from
it" (28.9.1912).

But, of course, the 1916 Rising rep-

Was Parnell an early example of the
"white nigger"species?!

As the century drew to a closée Irish
Times not surprisingly supported the
British side in the Boer War. The over-
whelming majority of Irish Nationalists,
including John Redmond and his brother
Willie, supported the Boers. Yet again we
see the disdain that the newspaper had for However,The Irish Timesvas in for a The newspaper continued this blood-
an opposing political view. In response to nasty shock the following year when the curdling tone even while the executions
a rally of 20,000 in support of the Boers, Dublin-born Edward Carson moved an were in train. Following criticism from
the newspaper claimed that Irish supportamendment excluding Ulster from the the Freeman's Journabnd after eight
was "the product of some obscure Home Rule Bill. It was no consolation to executions it commented:
tenement'The real Irish could not possibly the newspaper that the amendment was
be opposed to Britain! lost; it indicated that Ulster Unionists

would not hesitate to ditch the South. The

At the end of the War the newspaper newspaper commented:
concluded with the following comment
which in this reviewer's opinion has racist
undertones:

"The State has struck, but its work has
not finished. The surgeon's knife has
been put to the corruption in the body of
Ireland, and its course must not be stayed
until the whole malignant growth is
removed."

"We said, and we repeat, that the
surgeon's knife of the State must not be
stayed “until the whole malignant growth
has been removed”..." (6.5.1916).

"Ulster rejects aHome Rule parliament.

If it is not to be forced into such a 40 0ndence as if it was a criminal con-
parliament—a coercion which we believe

to be impossible—it must find a better spiracy. This is evident in its coverage of
plan than Sir Edward Carson's for Bloody Sunday (21.11.1920). While the
rewarding the trust and loyalty of its newspaper noticed that there were deaths
brethren in the South. Ulster must standin Croke Park, its Editorials were only
or fall with the rest of Unionist Ireland”.  concerned with the killing of British agents
by the IRA which it described dsallous

and cowardly murderg'eaching dnadir

of moral and political degradation”

The Irish Timesovered the War of

"Boer cunning has been defeated by
superior intelligence”

The Irish Timesupported the employer
interestin 1913 and yet published afamous

denunciation ofthe employers by thewriter .« Egitorial on the Third Home Rule
George Russell. Brown astutely observesgy (apyil 1914) described it atcalamit-
that the article was acceptable to the, <" and anti national'(2.4.1914). To
newspaper because it was an indictmengupport Home Rule wdanti national This book is particularly interesting on
of nationalist Ireland and the emerging rs ig in fact typical of the newspaper's how The Irish Timesesponded to Inde-
bourgeoisie that had helped to topple the;, .\ mants on the Home Rule Bills. As pendence. In the light of recent debate
Protestant ascendancy in the Coumrys'deindicated abov@he Irish Timebelieved  about centenary commemorations it is
. . , that it represented the true Irish nation. All interesting to note that, in November 1924,
_The overall impression oThe Irish e hojitical manifestations were invalid. 100,000 assembled in the capital to
Timesin this period was of a newspaper |, qyjte of its disappointments of the commemorate the dead of the 16th (Irish)
that had atenuous grip on political rea“t'es'previousyear, the newspaper still held outdivision of the British army. The Free

Contrary to what the newspaper believed,hope for armed resistance from Ulster: State Government was represented at the

support within the society, or who relied
on foreign support for their influence.

That description could more accurately

describe its own position in Irish society.
It relied on the British State to maintain
the Union and when the British State

"Ulster will be absolutely justified in
resisting it by every means in her power.
She'll be in fact the champion of British
liberties against an unexampled tyranny"
(16.7.1914).

The First World War averted Civil War

The Irish Time&ditorial commented:

"Loyalty to the Empire is seen to be
consistent with perfect loyalty to the Free
State....Today the cross in College
Green—the very fact of its presence—is
proof that within the Free State itself men

wavered, as was the case whenthe Liberalin the United Kingdom andhe lIrish
were in power, it depended on the Ulster Timeswas particularly cheerful concern-

Unionists to do its bidding. However, by ingthe consequent slaughter of the young:
the second decade of the twentieth century,
the spectre of partition emerged. From
The Irish Timegerspective, the nightmare
scenario was that the Unionists in Ulster
would remain within the United Kingdom
while its own hinterland would be isolated
in a political entity dominated by Catholic
Nationalism.

In an Editorial of 11th October 1911 it
hoped that Ulster:

of all parties are coming togetherin anew
and broader creed of patriotism."

This suggests that—contrary to some
"For Ulster Unionists and Southern current views—the Irish who died in the
Nationalists in the Irish regiments the First World War were not forgotten by the
Somme is undoing the dismal work of the ey State. But the Editorial might also
Egggc?lbb;ioﬁg\?g%%r?; It%dtsh’e?rt'!l;;mgs_t__hint atwhy such commemorations declin-
as proud and happy as when they were€d in popularit_y. Mar_ly of the relative_s of
leading their teams to victory at cricket or the dead soldiers might not have wished
football..." that their presence at such commemor-
ations would be interpreted deyalty to

Brown notes thathe Irish Timesvas the Empire"

active in encouraging recruitment and was

"_..would never make a mockery of disappointed atthe numbers from farmers'  Another c_onsistent_t_heme of the news-
her unionism by an inglorious and base SONs and shop assistants. In 1918 itpaper was its opposition to compulsory
attempt to shelter herself within a separatesupported conscription when it was a live Irish. In a hysterical Editorial of November
parliament. " issue. 1924 it warned:
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“...our children’s minds may be Needless to say, these Editorials wereassessment that:
cramped within a new-fangled and not meant to be supportive of de Valera.
barbarous jargon”. While the paper was not against author- : :
more revelatory about the miscalculations

The Editorial continued: itarianism in principle, one gathers that - ¢ o detrong if idealistic minister than

"Greatest condemnation of compulsory fascist authoritarianism was good anq an exposure of rule from the Vatican".
Irish lies... In the fact it is a sin against COMmunist authoritarianism was bad;

nationhood" (22.11.1924). and Irish Republicanism—whether  The author also thinks that the news-
authoritarian or not—was always bad. paper's denunciation of the Inter Party
Brown notes that the newspaper hadgovernment had more to do with the
The impression is sometimes given by Sympathetic Editorials onthe fascistleader|atter's declaration of a Republic than its
Irish Times journalists of the present day General Eoin O'Duffy as well as on the sypmission to Clerical influence.
that the newspaper was an oasis ofEucharistic Congress of 1932.
liberalism in a desert of Catholic authori- T he author comments rather shrewdly  The pook is interesting on Douglas
tarianism. But nothing could be further thatthe newspaper may have been tryings ggepy. It was certainly noteworthy that
from the truth. It was quite at ease with t0 enlist Catholic Church supportin order the newspaper gave extensive coverage to
authoritarianism. An Editorial welcomed f0 curb de Valera's Republicanism. But ygtican 1. This contrasted with its
the accession to power of Mussolini; ~ the strategy was in vain, since de Valerayraditional stance of ignoring Catholic
"Under her new autocrat Italy is a well made his peace with the Church during matters exceptwhen such coverage served
managed, peaceful and economically N€ Eucharistic Congress in order that hean anti-Republican purpose. While in
progressive land" (29.3.1926). could pursue his republican objectives many ways Gageby was admirable, this
unhindered. book confirms this reviewer's opinion that
he had some blind spots in relation to the

o If The Irish Timesvas trying to curry  North. In particular he thought that the

4th March 1933 commented: nothave beenthefirsttime. The newspapeiyou|d survive despite loyalist opposition.
"Communist extremists were almost gave extensive coverage of the Catholicgrgwn says that Gageby ignored his own
certainly to blame" Church's views on Charles Stewart rgporters, who were well aware of its

While recoiling from Hitler'sunreas- ~ Parnell'srelationshipwith Kitty O'Sheain jmminent collapse.
oning anti-semitism'the newspaper was 1890.
prepared to cut him some slack. After all, In the aftermath of the Second World  The weakest part ofthe book is Brown's
"Omelettes cannot be prepared without War there is not much evidence of the coverage of the last 30 years. In this
the smashing of eggsThe Editorial Newspaper being a beacon of liberalism.reviewer's opinion, the author abandons
(4.3.1933) concluded its view of Hitler by " 1950 the Judges in the Tilson Casepis impressive intellectual rigour and
saying found that promises made by non-Catholicsyspends his critical faculties. Perhaps
"_.at the moment he is Europe's partners to educate their children as Cathoyecent events are too close to obtain
standard bearer against Muscovite lics were legally binding. The Editorial pjstorical perspective.
terrorism and although some of his response could hardly have been milder.  Forexample, onthe X Case, the Martyn
LSS A BN OWESEN.  yountoqvarempresson. TGN icandCaroon's
that the philosophy underlying Irish feproduced, but the reader is not told that
jurisprudence is tending slowly but surely the newspaper refused to call for the

to be informed by the principles of the Attorney General's resignation.
Roman Catholic Church. A priori there

"what had happened may have been

The nationalists were against the nation!?

It took at face value fascist propaganda
concerning the burning of the Reichstag

R.M. Smyllie, who was Editor from
1934 to 1954, wrote in hi&Nichevo"

column: can be no great objection to that so long . .
"there is no doubtwhatsoeverthatAdolf  astheissue isfaced squarely by everybody Apart_from pne senyence in pgrenthess
Hitler has done great things for the  concerned (7.8.50). suggesting Fianna Fail had a right to be
German people" (6.11.36). sore, the book is not critical of the news-

Itislikelythatthe Protestantcommunity paper's coverage of the C0||apse of the
The newspaper was consistent in itsin Ireland was not any more enamoured ofReynolds’ Government and the thwarting
opposition to de Valera. In an Editorial it mixed marriages than the Catholics.  of Bertie Ahern's attempts to succeed
claimed the policy of the Fianna Fail ~ Thenewspaperisfamous forits Editor- Reynolds. Even the then Editor Conor
Government was: ial denouncing Church power following Brady is embarrassed by (or at least
"__.acrude, merciless and progressive th€ resignation of Noel Browne. It "regrets") his comment following Albert
proletarianism. Its deliberate aim is to commented: Reynolds resignation thgiublic life will
submerge capital; to annihilate the right "It seems that the merits of a theocratic NOt be the poorer for his {Reynolds—JM}
to property and to establish a common  Tyyenty six counties outweigh those of a departure from public office”. More than
standard of low livinginanisolatedland”  qrmally democratic Thirty-two. Hasthe 20 years after the event, the most common
(4.7.1933). Governmentmade its choice?" (12.4.51). reaction to these events is: "what was that
all about?" In this reviewer's opinion the
Interestingly theChurch of Ireland  hysterical Editorials in that period have
. . _ Gazettecame out against this Editorial. not aged well.
"...itsnottoo muchto say thatifLenin  Also the newspaper's humorist (Brian

or Stalin had sought to prepare Ireland— Nolan aka Mvles n leen) though . . .
a Christian and conservative country— O’NolanakaMyles nagCopaleen)thought  As readers of this magazine will be

Just over a week later the paper's
Editorial continued in the same vein:

for communism, his plans would have 1€ Bishop'sinterventionwdsgitimate”,  aware, there was one dramatic occasion
coincided largely with the Free State's PUt should have been dotwvertly”. when the focus of attention was ®he
Government's present policit'3.7.1933) This reviewer agrees with the author's Irish Timestself. This was following the



publication of what became known as the

"white nigger”letter, in which the Chie
Executive Major McDowell in 196
requested help from the British St

because he felt his Editor Douglas Gaggb

was d'white nigger'on Northern matters

Brown describes this incident as the
"...the most vexed in the history of the

newspaper.'And yet he doesn't examin
how the newspaper dealt with this vex
guestion. He begins by saying th
correspondence becanmiavailable” in

December 2002. The facts of the mat
are that the correspondenbecame
availablein December 1999 in the Publi
Records Office in England under the ]
year ruleThe Irish Timedike every other
paper, failed to 'notice' the white nigg
letter—even though its journalists di

notice other correspondence relating |to

Major McDowell at that timeThe Irish
Political Reviewfirst published the

correspondence in early January 2003

The Irish Timesnly published the details
following publication in theSunday
Independenin late January of that year

Brown gives areasonably even-hand

description of the issues involved, quotifg

from this reviewer among others. Th

defence of Major McDowell appears to e

that he was a fool rather than a kna
Brown quotes approvingly from Jamsg
Downey (a former Deputy Editor of th
newspaper) who says that Irish officig
fed information to McDowell on thg
assumption that it would be passed on
the British. So he was involved in Intell

gence work, but just wasn't very good [at
it! Brown is also of the opinion that there
is no evidence of a change in the Editorja

line following the 1969 meetings.

And yet this naive person became the

most powerful person ifhe Irish Times
following the setting up of the Trust i
1974,

Brown's treatment of the Trust is qui
superficial. He lazily quotes an unnam
commentator (presumably Kevin Myer:
to the effect that Douglas Gageby w

guilty of malfeasance. Thereis no eviderice
of any impropriety by Gageby. Gagehy

was never a member of the Trust ar
contrary to what Brown says (quotin
Mark O'Brien's book offthe Irish Timek
the setting up of the Trust didn't enah

Gageby to maintain control along with

McDowell. On the contrary, it presagd

Gageby's departure from the newspaper

Nevertheless, notwithstanding th
shortcomings on the newspaper's rec
history, this scholarly book is essenti
reading for anyone interested in the histd
of The Irish Times

e . 1
yThe King's Lament

British Royals hold their noses in the TheKing's Lamentan deep.
air. They have strong stomachs, too,
o Watching Irish subject bowing and scrap- The Brits were taken by surprise.
LgiNg. Soon we'll have Charles hugging Fairyhouse was a distraction. Military
trees and risking splinters. The May- parades were common. War fuelled the
flower is in full bloom. You canwatch background. They were locked in combat
orthe cattle scratching their flanks, moving with their German cousins. France and
in pleasure and swishing their tails. Belgium were dotted with white crosses.
Charollais, probably. The Ulster Volunteers were marching to a
Recently debate about the Rising hasLambeg drum. The National Volunteers
surfaced. A portly politician had derided had proliferated.

L, the event. So has his cackling side-kick.  the yister Volunteers procured arms
@ An independent lady politician has ynroygh the Clyde Valley landings. The

t cautioned that i_t be commemorateo_l, ”OtAsgard Gun-running at Howth procured
celebrated.* Nice and easy does it. Aweapons. The Brits watched.

famous personality gaily called ‘the )
3 little skirmish at the GPO{Irish Political Then the Volunteers split. The Red-
‘ReviewJune 2014). His da had scoffed atmonditesjoined inthe Anglo-Saxon blood-
it and its sparsity of bloodshed. The daletting. The Irish Volunteers stayed true.
had been riding about France, restoring The Ulsters became immersed in the
order. Anyway, what would the Queen War of the Saxons. The Redmondites
think? joined in. The Ulsters sought 'British'
freedom; the Redmondites a version
Now, a Royal might attend the 2016 within the British system. Home Rule, it
commemoration, they say. No longer awas called. Orange and Green, blood was
matter of th&ing's LamentSuchtrouble-  spilt, copiously, foolishly. With great
some subjects, the Irish. On 4th May futility it flowed. Others too spilt blood.
1916, the English King George V sent a The Rivers all ran red.
telegram to General Sir John Maxwell,
oGeneraI Officer Commanding in Ireland.  The Irish Volunteers struck. The Rising
"Now the recent lamentable outbreak haserupted. Dublin,"the second city of
been finally quelled I wish to express to Empire"was devastated . Unsparingly it
my gallant troops in Ireland, to the Royal was shelled and battered. The British
IIrish Constabulary and to the Dublin Army let it all out. They poured in re-
Metropolitan Police my deep sense of theinforcements. They came from posts all
wholehearted devotion to duty and spirit around Ireland (though not neglecting their
of self sacrifice with which throughout rear). North-West Command of the British
they acted."Phew! Army—Nottinghamshire, Staffordshire,
Some ofthe rebels had already been puperbyshire—provided large contingents.
tothe sword. Onthe previous day, Pearse, The rebels had been put on the back
e MacDonagh and Clarke were executed,foot by a Countermanding Order issued
ed with barely a pause. by E. MacNeill, who had dissented. Itwas

) No telegram was sent by Queen Eliza-N° time for wobbling. Figrce fig_hting
PS heth on the occasion of the Bombing of €"Su€d throughout the city.  Highly-

C€bublin and Monaghan in 1974 by her pqpulated areas were subjected tp heavy
firing. The British were merciless.
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d gallant troops in Ireland, together with the °" " 'S . . X
'participating lloyalist paramilitaries. Civilians were fairgame. Itis how Empires

O Differenttimes, different needs. Anyway, Were won and held. Nerves jingling and
there were no official executions then,1angling, unused to urban warfare, there
The Royals had closer links to the Rising Were bound to be atrocities by tigallant

than some thought. Prince Alexander oftro0Ps inIreland: The North King Street
Battenberg (later renamed Mountbatten)Massacre was the worst, though ignored
served in the British Army while quelling PY neutered pundits nowadays.

€ the rebels. His photograph appeared in .

PMirish Political ReviewseeA Royal Faux _ Women and children were not exempt.
l Pas October 2014), along with other The South Staffordshire Regiment dis-

'Y British Officers, looking pleased as punch, 9raced itself. It was commanded by Lt.
Col. Taylor. They fired on everyone and

le

o

John Martin

everything. They soughtto penetrate from
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the city Western extremity, on the North Pearse had leant over to help a woundedPearse did not use a weapon. He probably
side of the Liffey, towards the GPO, by- British soldier who, lying there, had cried never did. This often is so with com-
passing the Four Courts where the rebelout in pain. They decided to surrender inmanders. It may depend on the situation.
First Battalion was ensconced. By Friday, order to spare lives. Clarke was the oneCommand may entail standing back,
the British had attained Capel Street. Theydissenter. Negotiations were initiated with taking an over-view, making changes.
would now enter Mary Street. They were the British Field General, Brigadier Considering a fluid tactical situation may
staring down Henry Street. The GPO wasGeneral Lowe, with Nurse Elizabeth be the vital consideration. It is unlikely
within sight. Shells were raining down on Farrell bravely acting as intermediary. thatthe British Commander used aweapon
it. Firesraged all about. The air was filled Lowe insisted the surrender be un-either. The further a commander is
with tumult. On the Friday nightthe GPO conditional. And so it had come to pass.removed from the combat game, the more
rebels evacuated and re-grouped in MooreThe Rising had runiits course, the rank andunlikely that he become personally
Street. In these less than salubriousfile prepared to continue, the leadershipinvolved. Few military commanders
environs, the last headquarters of theseeking a resolution for them somehow. would make 'hit-men'. Those who wallow
Provisional Government of Ireland was ) ) in it present more regards to their own.
set up. Here, in Number Sixteen, the 1€ GPO Garrison, now captive, re- 1pqge inyolved in the fighting in the GPO
Military Council ofthe Republican Forces formed. They were marched down Henry p, g inflict less and absorb more. In the
satin consideration. Outside, like clawing Stréet and into Sackville Street. They gq,th publin Union, Mount Street and
tigers, the British were baring their teeth. Were bruised and battered, but their headsgo e street, though, the fighting entailed
were held high.  They were marched qstant use of weaponry, until often gun-

There would have to be some kind of a fowards the Rotunda, passing the Greshamy 14| hurned the users' hands. Sometimes
conclusion. Firing was to be heard all Hotel. They were shepherded into thej.q jonn wayne Other times it's Woody
around the city. The Irish positions were 9rounds of the Rotunda. There they would pjgp,

now isolated. Though no major posts hadSPend Saturday night, trying to come to
fallen, the British were piling in re- ©rmMs with their situation. They were |t s a soldier's duty to die. Or to Kill.

inforcements. Their supply system was Unkindly treated.  G-Branchmen came Commandant Eamon Ceanntwas the only
the more advanced. Ammunition was re-@mongst them, questioning, observing, Garrison Commander to kill a British
supplied as needed Rations were alsddentifying. Animosity lay heavily about. soldier. He commanded the Fourth
available. Reserves and human resource¥/ounded and injured got scant regard. Battalion. His main position was in the

were Poured in as necessary. The RCP gne British officer distinguished ﬁouthl Dublin Upl(cj)nMPoorhobuse (SFE)U)‘.
(Relative Combat Power) was in favour, pimself above all others. He had the . 20 Occubled Viarrowbone, Roes
on all counts, of the British. Conversely, a4eing Tom Clarke stripped naked and Distillery and Watkin's Brewery. These
the rebels had to fight without relief, with gisnjayed before the nurses in The &' close to one another. They were all

inferior weaponry, devoid of any real gounda. (Later, this British officer was ° the rebel wester flank. They were

supply system, and running low in gpot dead.) Clarke had three more days t?i(t:ctl#gelit?;rlﬁc? hgg{; Otﬂeth\(/eoll\l/ljﬁtnedear)s/.
ammunition. It was a matter of time. live. His Shop at the Northern tlp of p ’

The stamina of the rebels was being gackville Street had also become the'VS'€ @ssailed verbally. Principally by
sapped, buttheir spirits never succumbedgyitish Field Headquarters. Itwigna oo After exerting some force, the
They would not falter. The British were gaoithe"(The day of the WindS) aIrlght pOSt§ were OCCUpIEd, the tirade of abuse
now manning a large barricade across ' coming to an end.

Henry Street. Their machine-guns were  tha new days brought no more hope.
chattering away at the Irish positions. TheThey were marched to Richmond

sky had been alight through the night. garracks, there to be sorted out Theyg defend the northern approaches from
Now, a new day. [t was Saurday. A finger of Death was pointed at SOME. the British movin towardspgDU But, the
young lrish officer, Lieut. Sean Mac thay knew they were doomed. Most men were oorlgarmed and deficient in
Laughlin, suggested to Pearse that hyqd travel abroad, to beincarceratedinammumtiorf) (Thi:Countermandin Order
would charge the British Henry Street piiish prisons and Internment Camps. yas havin effect.) They were dong']linated
barricade, in &Death or Glory"affair. *  £rongochwas the mainInternmentCamp.toofromth% Roval Hos ?{al Kilmainham

By now, he had emerged as a vital field ¢ a5 here the British erred grievously. The windowsyin Rope's 'made firina

commander. Pearse ordered him to stanqiere the Volunteers were t positions impossible. They extended gt]o

the floors and left firers exposed. They

The fighting would soon begin. Roe's
was a hopeless position. It was intended

. . , already: bodies healing
was required. Pearse, at this stage, Wa$ninds focussed.

being deferred to. In moments of desper-
ation, people will turn to the one they look
up to. Real leaders emerge from chaos

a hurried positioning, with little recce. On

Athome relatives were scanning Intern- Tuesday they evacuated. Some made itto
ment Lists. Who was where? British safe havens. Others made it to

) - : places of incarceration entered the Vocab'l\/larrowbone Lane.
Automatically, office-holders stop aside. jaries of Dubliners. Strange-sounding That same da
This mutual regard is instant and does notp . <« > day, c
; ; - ” laces: Stafford, Lewes, Knutsford, also joined with Marrowbone. Tacticall
require expression or official recognition. £on00ch Wandsworth and. of course J ST Y
goch, ’ ~'==rthey'd found themselves ineffective.
In No. 16, the Military Council London and the Scrubs. The King's

conferred. Present were Pearse, Clarkel.ament undoubtedly found some kind of  Meanwhile battle had been joined. The
MacDermott, Plunkett, and Connolly. aresponseinthese places of inhospitality Brits gained entry into SDU. The grounds
(MacDonagh was at Jacob's; Ceanntwas Doing the rounds regarding the firing here were extensive. They consisted of
in the South Dublin Union.) They ofweapons—ortheirnon-firing—isafalse some sixty acres. They included accom-
discussed the various courses of actioninterpretation. It has been stated thatmodation, billets, wards, poor houses, staff

the Watkins Garrison



guarters and supply stores. The Britig
became bogged down. They were taki
heavy casualties.

Fighting was acute. It was house tp
house. Floorto floor Extraordinary deed
took place. The battle see-sawed. O
had the upper hand, one moment. The
other, at another moment. The Brits tried
to outflank the Irish positions, but were
halted by the Marrowbone Garrison i

)

were killed. They could not penetrate anj
further. In SDU the battle raged on, ebbing

&FIFA Shenanigans

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Is the US investigation into corruption in Fifa genuine or is it about trying to preyent

Russia from holding the World Cup in 2018 as a continuation of the new Cold War?

| am not aware of any concern from the US government about the 2,000 workers who

have died building the Qatar football stadiums, or any unease from them about the on-
Fairbrother's Field. Here several British going working conditions there.

Simon O'Donnell
[Irish Independent30.5.15]

and flowing. Grenades were exploding-

Gun-fire was being exchanged. It woul
be a fight to the finish. There was n
resolution, it seemed.

Elsewhere, developments had occurrefi

Ceanntreceived orderstosurrender. Thege We have received the following

were accepted with great reluctance. He
fell-in his men, that Sunday. Nearby|
Marrowbone was similarly forming-up.
They were then marched down Jamdgs
Street and Thomas Street. They wefe
escorted into St. Patrick's Park, near thle
Cathedral. There they were joined by t
surrendered Second Battalion, fro
Jacob's. Both were marched off t
Richmond Barracks. This—along with
the Third Battalion to the East—was th¢
last surrender. The extremities saw the
last of the fighting.

Ceannt would face the firing-squad]
Con Colbert, from the Marrowbone
Garrison, would too. So would O
Hanrahan, MacDonagh and MacBrid
from Jacobs. The remainder would wingl
up, mostly, in Frongoch.

It was at an end. Random snipin
continued around the city for several day$.

Report
Collusion

RTE put on a television programme ¢n
Collusion on 15th June. The produger
was Ed Moloney, the Boston Tapist. |it
was disappointing, reporting virtuall
nothing not aired before; in fact, mugh
already in the public domain was npt
brought out. Despite the fact that tlpe
Republican movement was to the forefin
highlighting the existence of collusion i
earlieryears, the only peopleitinterviewgd
on the nationalist side were SDLH+
oriented, with Seamus Mallon to the forg.
The only exception was the Finucafe
family, who could hardly have been left
out of the picture.

As for the Dublin/Monaghan Bombing,
there was no explanation of the rationgle
of the bombing. Any British involvemeng
was all very much a matter of 'a bad apple
inthe barrel', unfortunate exceptions, rogue
individuals. In view of BBC exposureq,
there had to be mention of the Forfe
Research Unit, but there was no discusgon
of where it came from or what the purpope
was.

'‘John Bowman'

response to our appeal as to the
identity of 'John Bowman'
pictured in the April issue of
Political Review with other
members of the Workers'
Association for the Democratic
Settlement of the National
Conflict in Ireland who chained
themselves to the railings of the
Department of Foreign Affairs

Irish

John Bowman (why did he take
that name?) is Colin McAteer and
claim my free sub to IPR.

The address was fake too.

Hewasinthe YS, PD,and NILP a
was his mother Ellen.

| think he ended up in Zambia bu
may be back here.

Jeff Dudgeon

But, really, the guns were silent. Except
for the firing squads. The King's Lamen
followed. Prince Alexander was regaling
the other officers in the Mess: Peace,
Perfect Peace!

John Morgan (Lt. Col. retd.)

PS: There is some debate regarding who

was in Command in Marrowbone Lane
During the course of Easter fighting, thg
Watkins Brewery Garrison, commande(
by Con Colbert, for tactical reasons merged
with Marrowbone. At the surrender on
the Sunday, Con Colbert handed over to
the British, though the Commanding
Officer at Marrowbone, during the week
was Capt. S. O Murchadha. Both, (
Murchadha and Colbert, figured prom
inently during Easter Week and remai
above criticism. Colbert would perish
before the firing squad. O Murchadh
would be deported. The Britannic whe

of Justice was hiccupping.

"The Road to Reality" :

Next Steps Towards
a Real Economy.

Bevin Books, 2009. 56 pages.
a7, £5 postfree

"A successfulmodel of trade union partici-
pation in running a state? 20 years of
Social Partnership in the Republic of
Ireland" by Philip O'Connor.
"The end of consensus politics? How can
the Left solve the economic crisis?" by
Mark Langhammer.

www.atholbooks-sales.org.
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WATERLOO . having your Port wine handy. And these

Does The low-key commemorations in tough men had their superstitious pisedgs

It Ireland for Irish patriot heroes contrasts too— you had to pass the bottle of port
Stack sharply with the high profile commemor- from right to left clockwise around the

Up ations in Ireland for British heroes, such dinner table or if you didn't— you would

? as the Duke of Wellington who is being draw up the Devil and bring misfortune on
honoured, quite wrongly, for winning the yourself and on your family. To pass the
Battle of Waterloo on Sunday 18th June Port across the table was to invite the
&815. The Duke admitted himself that he greatest misfortune!
was losing that battle by 2 p.m. onthe day The Rights of Conquest, as practised
and it was the arrival on the scene ofby the Normans in Ireland since the 12th
General Blucher and his army which century, were continued and practised by
produced the victory in the Battle of the Englishup tothe 19th century—which
ish soldiers in the day of the Easter Rising Waterloo. But itwoulq not be good British is why English cities like London, Leet_js,
One of his brothers was killed on the day 'Propagand_a to crgdlt the great Prus&aﬂ\/lan_chester gtc ha\_/e such huge_ qum_mous
another died of wounds two days later an ’General_wnh the victory g_nd SO General arc_hl_tecture in public as well as in private
Toméas was carried to Victoria Barracks indBIucher is erased from British history. He buildings. All from p_IunQer abroaq.
Cork for interrogation under torture and is honoured_ as the winner of the Battle of Napoleon was p|IIor|_ed for trying to
he was put to death on 9th May 1916 Waterloo in school history books unite Europe but at the time 200 years ago
A commemoration ceremonyorganis'edthrOUQhOUt I_Eur_ope. _ England was not rga_d_y to be marginalised
by the Thomas Kent branch of the The m_edla in Irel_a_nd is completely and S0 England initiated 'Fhe War and
Organisation of National Ex-Servicemen _subserwent to British propaganda demomsed Napoleonto achieve England's
(ONE) is held every year at the grave inmteres_ts, even to the detriment of Irish objectives. It was all about money as most
Cork Prison. Cork Prison was formerly State mt_erests. For ex_amprmeland‘s wars are. Napqleop was a great man; he
the British fo.rces detention barracks TheOwn‘, whichused t_o prowde_a pleasurable, was trymg to pu|ld his vision ofa Eu_ropean
Kent family have made it clear that 'they _comfortabl_e re_admg experience and wasUmor_L Hls_mlstakt_a was _to try to include
require the remains of Thomas Kent to be|mmersed in Irish culture_, has f_o_rthe pastRussia in it and, incredibly, h_e had_ not
buried in the family vault in Castlelyons three years been promotmg_Brmsh World takgn a_ccount of the Musco_wte W_mter
with full military honours. The remains War propaganda an_d the issue of 26thwh|c_h is what defeated his project.
are to be removed there e{fter verification June_ 2015 had a eight-page spread orWeIImgtop an_d Nelson were destroyers
It is rumoured that the site area of the‘WeIIlngton and the Battle of Waterloo whose objectives were to prevent other
. . .. __and the Union Jack on the front page. Nonations from improving their position and
presentgrasve|;_requw<'ad(f:or8tatebwld.lngmention of General Blucher whatsoever. also to maintain England's so called
\FI)VL;;EES; SSk g|;c'zy§r?rssat5$$e$r? r:l/lt:ynAnd, of course, no mention of the plunder- 'Balance of Poweags long as the balance
2015, is likely to be the last commemor- ing of Europe to pay for Wellington's and was weighted in England's favour.

. . ) . Nelson's forces and to enrich both the
ation at the Cork Enson site. The Nat'onalGeneral‘s and the Admiral's family coffers.
Monuments Service archaeologist Tom

o : Wellington's campaign against Napol-
Condit will C"’Tgly ?Ut thiexhum?hnog. :_e eon in Spain and Portugal yielded rich
wfals<re§p0é15| € Fc:rte_x kurlclmg eF ° :fsrewards for him and for his officers who
gloogv'll'nhorr?;g\,Nh:Iz:r? Thoor;?a\r;Tr;azor were drawn from the wealthy landed
Patrici< Doyle Thomas’, Bryan Ber?\/ard’fam“ies in England. England did not pay
Ryan, Edmund Foley and Patrick Maher—her soldiers well but there was in place a

. ... . system for dividing the spoils of war . . o i
gll ofwhqm had bgen killed by the British including land and estates of defeatedetrucuons ofthe British Navy as a military
in Mountjoy Gaol in the course of the War

enemies. Tothis day Wellington's descen-suPplySh'p' Thona-fidgassengers were
of Independence 1916-1921. . . . used as a decoy to cover up military
) , . . _dants hold and enjoy extensive estates in : .
This year's Commemoration of Tomas : ) . operations. Two books recently published
Spain and Portugal which Wellington : : ” .
Ceannt was excellently arranged by the . . . effectively demolish the British contention
: S eized at the time of the Peninsular War o
Irish Defence Forces and Organisation o . : - - that the Lusitania was purely a peaceful
. . against Napoleon's armies. Similarly, . T
National Ex-Servicemen (ONE) and was many English families benefited and their passenger liner. They are tiide Sinking
attended by a representative group of th y of the Lusitaniaby Patrick O'Sullivan,

. panish and Portuguese interests are_ , . .
Lord Mayor of_ Cork who laid a vyrea?h, evidenced most publiclyin their ownership published by The Collins Press, Cork, and
the Kent Family, Meda Ryan, historian

of Port and Sherrv Lodaes and Quimas__'Sinking The Lusitania. Shadows of Doubt'

and biographer of Tomas Ceannt, theT Y 9 " by Rod Hunt and Eugene Gillan published
. . . aylors Port, Cockburns Port, Grahams .
General Officer Commanding Collins Port. Warre. and Sandeman are some OPy th.emselyes on the Internet and issued
Barracks Cork, the Head of the Defencethe ,names ’which demonstrate En IiShalso in a print edition.
Forces Admiral Mark Mellet DSM, : g The British propaganda story does not
- S . ._ownership. Others are Mackenzie, s .

Séamus Lantry, historian, Sean Sherwm,Robertson Brothers. South Woodhouse stack up at all in light of the evidence now
spokesman for the Kent Family. Tomas ' '

. NaSry ~dgate & Yeatman, Tuke Holdsworth ava|lable._(_3apta|n Turner of the Lusitania
Ceannt was the 16th prisoner to be k|IIedet cetera was a British Navy man who acted on

in prison by the British in May 1916 and British Navy instructions as did his senior

the only oneto be so killed outside Dublin.  The Duke of Wellington's headquarters officers on board. There is no doubt now
The Cork Railway Station was named during the Peninsular War was the Quintathat there were several thousand tons of
Ceannt Statlin in 1966 in his honour.  da Insua in the Dao district. Nothing like war materials on board.

TomAs CEANNT COMMEMORATION

On 9th May 1916 Tomas Ceannt
became the sixteenth man to be murdere
by the British forces in Ireland after the
Easter Rising. He and members of his
family were involved in a gun battle with
the RIC (Royal Irish Constables) and Brit-

THE LUSITANIA DISASTER.

The coroner and the jury atthe Coroner's
Inquest in Kinsale were deceived and lied
to aboutthe true nature of the ship Lusitania.
They were given to understand the ship
was a passenger liner when in fact it had
been designed and built as a warship and in
fact was being operated under the



The discovery of the cargo manifestin  Elton John is a very rich singer. He is some places you are allowed to know
the F.D. Roosevelt Archives suggests thatlisted as the father and Furnish—his husband ~ What happens to them. In other places
the President of the United States knew theis listed as the mother [sic] on both birth ~ YOu'e not. And womendtenld to gare. An
Lusitania was carrying war material and, certificates of their two sons— Zachary, ﬁﬁﬁ’l cl>snno(:‘ttﬁ :r;:]eirnmél\q/\éegooptpro uce 400
if he did, he knew that théona-fide four and Ellijah, two. The singer has stated '
passengers including US citizens werethat they engaged the services of a woman Itreally needn't be said that wealthy gay
being used a$uman shieldsto use their  surrogate in California and paid her for her parents end up using economically deprived
own war propaganda expression theseegg donations and carrying/birthing the women thereby ensuring and perpetuating
days. Rod Hunt and Eugene Gillan's bookchildren. Under the law apparently in the the old poverty/colonial style trap.
refers to a British submarine surfacing in State of California it is legal to have aman ~ When the Italian gay fashion designers
Glandore Bay i.e. not too far from where registered on the birth certificates as the Domenico Dolce and Stefano Gabbano also
the Lusitaniawas sunk, and thatthe Germarfmother" Greer, who authored the seminal labelled such IVF childrefsynthetic’, there
U-20 was in a damaged condition and that,feminist book The Female Eunughspoke — was ahuge hue and cry from their opponents
although an U-20 torpedo did strike the recently at the Hay Festival in Wales and (all liberal card-carrying celebrities) calling
Lusitania, expert opinion is that one such commenting on the famous couple statedfor their fashion label to be boycotted, thus
torpedo on its own would not have sunk that such behaviour "will give you the idea destroying their business. As the back-lash
the ship. There were two explosions. Wasof howthe concept of motherhood has beencontinued, it fell to the hapless pair to hire a
the second caused by the highly explosiveemptied out. It's been deconstru¢tatie ~ major PR firm to cravenly apologise and
cargo of gun cotton? Or there is the said. She went on: backtrack on their statements saying they
possibility mentioned by the authors "We now have a "genetic" mother, had been taken out of context and they
"whether a British submarine was stationed  who supplies eggs. It depends entirely onN€Ver meant to hurt anyondéelings.Je
at the Old Head of Kinsale to torpedo the  where she is if she is going to be allowed Suis Charlieindeed!

Lusitania if she escaped the U-20 withthe  to know what happens to the eggs. In Michael Stack ©

intention of drawing the United States intg
RN GUILDS continued
' Another major legacy : the Germafy

an?g::;;ﬁ?oiﬂ;?;Igfhtﬁebg%keq_ume through their working lives and into apprenticeship and training systgm
retirement. emerged out a long tradition of Guilds ahd
Germany's health care system dates t@@PPrenticeships. Through the Guilgs,
1883—only a dozen years after Otto von Craftsmen were trained by master
Freepom o SeeecH | Bismarck welded a disparate collection of craftsmen. As far back as 1898
Taoiseach Enda Kenny was quick to gokingdoms and duchies into the German Chamber of Crafts was established.
to France to join théJe Suis Charlie' | Empire. The"lron Chancellor", as The Germany system of vocatiorfal
propagandistic stunt of world leaderf Bismarck was known, persuaded the €ducation and training is known as
against so-called Muslim extremism lagt country’s Parliament to enact a nationaldual system of training. The system r
year. Where was he when Claire Daly}ssystem of health insurance based on the®n two legs. One leg is the instituti
freedom of speech in the Dail wa} Guilds' sickness funds. based theoretical training and gengral
challenged by friend of Fine Gae| The 1883 statute was Bismarck's first education. _ .
billionaire and media conglomerate Denfs social entitlement, followed by disability ~ The second leg is that the theoretigal
O'Brien? He was not to be seen. Has thecoverage and then old-age pensions. ~ training and the general education
Taoiseach principles or principals? While this speaks to the deep roots of linked to the acquisition of the requirgd
Germany's system of job-related healthjob experience. A trainee spends sgme

insurance, it doesn't explain how the time in a vocational training centre. The
The sexual revolution of the West i§ system has endured for nearly 13 decadegest of the time is spent in a firm pr

continuing apace with political/medig surviving world wars, political upheaval, Workplace. At the workplace a trainge
support. What was once deemed unthink-demographic challenges and spiralling 'eceives supervised experiential learnifig.
able is now happening and if anyone stepsmedical costs. The Guilds and apprenticeship systems
outside the consensus, they can expect the were combined in théocational Training]
most terrible retribution by way of vilification CONSTANT REFORM Act of 1969.
across the social media etc. Only lastweeffa To understand its longevity, one must ~ The Germany system of vocatiorfal
Nobel Laureate professor lost his job in the appreciate Germans' penchant for€ducation and training absorbs mgny
University of London because he made sorfeperpetual health care reform. This constantyoung school leavers. It is estimated that
truly inane comments abobis experience | tinkering represents the country's effort to ©f the age cohort 65% choose apprentjce-
of working with women in the laboratory keep its health system fair and affordable.Ship training. According to Ms Kathri
When feminist and author Germaine Gre¢r To an impressive extent, it's worked. Goggel of the Germany Federal Minis§y
recently criticised gay parents and powerfdl  |n the past 20 years, Germany has©f Labour and Social Affairs, each year
celebrities Elton John and David Furnish fqr enacted no fewer than six health carethe system absorbs 500,000 trainees. [The
listing a man as the mother on the birth reform laws—one about every three years.Federal Germany Government speids
certificates of their two sons— there w These reforms have required Germansabout 23.1 billion Euro annually on the
outrage against Greer and notagainst the t'qo pay modest out-of-pocket co-payments@pprenticeship system.
men. She made the very sensible suggestfofor doctor visits, hospital care and drugs. (To be continued)

that the whole concept of motherhood h They've put doctors on budgets and told
"been deconstructedbefore going on to | them where they may set up practice. ~ References:"Catholic Encyclopaedia®On-
critique the process of IVF. Line

"Britannia not only ruled the waves buj
also waived the rules."

Our Brave NEw WoRLD

21



22

GUILDS continued

and had Masses offered up for the liv
and the dead members. The religi
observance of Sunday and holy days
commanded by most of the Guild
Whoever worked or made others work

"’ushaving similar objects in view with respe

MERcHANTS' GuiLDS
Side by side with the artisans' Guilg
there were also merchants' Guilds, org

Years' War, which was so detrimenta
s, German commerce and manufactu
hn-Lubeck, Bremen, and Hamburg are i

NJ ized on the same plan as the former, andcalled the Hanseatic cities.

V830 the communal life of their members a

S: their moral and religious well-being. B
on they differed in their attitude towards tra

those days, or on Saturday after the vegpe

bell, or neglected to fast on the d4

appointed by the Church, incurred| a

penalty. This union of religion and labg
was a strong tie between the member
the Guilds, and it was of great assista

in settling peacefully the differences

arising between masters and compani

SociaL CARE
The Guilds were also mutual a
benevolent societies; they helped

impoverished and sick members; they tpok
care of the widows and orphans; they
remembered the poor outside the socipty
Many benevolent institutions owed their

foundation to some Guild, as, for instan

St. Job's Hospital for smallpox patientg at
Hamburg, which was founded in 1505[b

a Guild of fishmongers, shopkeepers,
hucksters. There were a large numb
these benevolentassociations of trade
inthe Middle Ages; atthe close of the 1
century there were seventy at Lub

eighty at Cologne, and over one hundyred

at Hamburg.

WoRrkMEN 's CLuBS
In connection with the Guilds sho

be mentioned the workmen's clubs, whjich
were very common at the end of the 1pth

century. So long as the German journ Y"boundaries, and those in the South a faprganization and defence by the aboli

man remained at work in a city,

belonged to one of these clubs, whjch

supplied for him the place of his fam

and countrylf he fell sick he was not left

to public charitybut taken into the famil
of some master or cared for by his brot|
members wherever he went he could

himself known by the society's badge
password, and receive help and protec

from the local branch of the associatiorn to

which he belonged. Thus the journey

was, in the first place, associated with fhe
family of his employer, in whose houselhe

generally lodged and boarded; in

second place, he stood in close rela
with his associates of the same age
trade, co-members with him of the soci
which protected and helped him; final

he enjoyed special connection with the

Church, because he generally belongd
one of the sodalities which were ordinar
but not necessarily, a part of the socie]
organization.

PPCor, while the chief object of the artisal
YS Guilds was the protection and impro
ment of the differenttrades, the mercha
U Guilds aimed at securing commerc
> 0 dvantages for their members and obt
nC%ng the monopoly of the trade of so
country or some particular class of goo
PNSNot alone in the German cities, but alsd
all foreign countries where Germs

2]

nd sort, Guilds, oHansa(the wordHansa

hehas the same signification as Guild), h
existed from an early date and had obtai
recognition, privileges, and rights fro
~Ythe foreign rulers and communities.
degrees thedgansain foreign countrie
€ became banded together in one la
association forming animportantand ri
Y commercial body in the midst of the nati
nd erchants and traders. Such was the
%n London, where the merchants who
®8ome from Cologne, Lubeck, Hambu
th and other cities formed an associatio
'German merchants.

A vast corporation, calling itself th
Society of German Merchants of the H
Roman Empire, was the foundation of t
general GermarHansg or Hanseatic
League which by degrees embraced
the cities (at one time more than ninety
Lower Germany, from Rigato the Flemi

Id

€ as the Thuringian forests. This leag
attained the summit of its power in t
ly 15th century, and Dantzic was th{
universally acknowledged as its md
important city; in the year 1481, mo
than 1100 ships had gone from its harb
o Holland.
OF  After atime, the Hanseatic League w

er

'O r0ken up into separate sections wh

centres were Lubeck for the Slavor
ar'country, Cologne for the Rhenish, Brun
wick for Saxony, and Dantzic for Pruss
and Livonia. TheHansalasted from the
'Orég)ok placein 1669, and the cities of Libe
AN remen, Brunswick, Cologne, Hambur
"% and Dantzic were the only ones that H
Y: sent representatives. The causes of
ruin of this once so powerful associati
dtQ/vere the growth of the commerce

Iy: Holland and England, the Wars of t
4 SLeague, against Denmark and Swede
the 15th and 16th centuries, and the Th

commerce prevailed, corporations of this bodies, having the right to regulate tra

€ 13th to the 17th century: its last meetipg

bt

Cct
nd ARTISTS
t  The history of the German Guilds
e; artists is closely connected with that of
s' Guilds of artisans. For a long time t
- artists were incorporated in the trg
ts'associations, and their organization i
al independent corporations took place o
inat the close of the Middle Ages. T
e architects were probably the first to hg
s.their own organization.
in  InGermany, as in the other countrieq
n Europe, the Guilds were compulsd

under the supervision of the civil authggi
adties; but the system was not injuriouggi
hedhe Middle Ages. It was so only at t
close of the 16th century, when the Gu
y became narrowly exclusive with regard
the admission of new members, and
genothing but a mere benefit society fo
al small number of masters and their ass
e ates. The abuses of the German corpp
astons were brought to the attention of
adImperial Governmentin the diets of 154
, 1577, and 1654, but it was only in {
ofcourse of the 19th century that the Gu
were successively abolished in
different States of Germany. In the |
ly thirty years or so, there were enactef
ethat country a number of laws whose 4
was not the re-establishment of the P
Il corporations, which had each its spegi
of domain and privileges, but the protect
h ofthe labourers, who had been left with

e of the Guilds.
;ra] GuiLbs AND HEALTH INSURANCE
st Surelyone ofthe greatestsocial legag
o bestowed on modern Germany by
L,Cuilds was health insurance. It originage
in mediaeval craft Guilds. Groups @
s Placksmiths, goldsmiths, carpenters 4
hsddakers banded together to make rule;
ic who could practice their crafts. They aj
s. evolved aresponse to iliness and injur
ia Something thatthreatened every membg
livelihood.

Each Guild member paid into a fund
K, support the families of those who beca
g, sick or were injured and paid fune
agexpenses for those who died. These d
thoenefits existed until 1989, when t
b Were dropped, much to the consterna
¢ of German undertakers.

Such earlysickness fundsjave rise td

h

e

o



less happy than in the 14th and 15th cén- STRUCTURE

turies. Thisis particularly true of Englangl,  As to their organization, governmeft,
where, in the first half of the 16th century, and relations with the public or the cifil
the Guild lands were confiscated, and theauthorities, the German Guilds did bt

GUILDS continued

THE MINERS . X : g :

A class of brotherhoods which desenfes CUilds themselves all but disappeared} substantially differ from those in othjgr
special mention is that of the Guilds of the European countries. The members wgre
mining trades, which from an early ddte PROTESTANT REFORMATION |  divided into apprentices, journeymen, gnd
were very important in Saxony arjd _ Althoughthey continuedin France unfil masters. At the head of the corporagpn
Bohemia. the Revolution, and in Germany some- was a director assisted by several officfjrs.

"N litician or socialist of moder what later, their control over industry in He was the sworn and responsible pofrer
timeg" Dgayg aH %\Ci%cn%aihgem;n‘é these countries was not as thorough gs ibfthe Guild, called the meetings, presided

Deutsches Bergrecht, 69, 109), "ca had been before the Reformation. It myistat them, had the right of final d_ecis_i
suggest a labour organization which wjill be remembered, however, that the powermanaged the property of the Guiled it
better accomplish the object of helping of the Guilds would have been checkgdin case of war. Each Guild had its fufly
the labourer, elevating his position, and evenifthere had been no Reformation; forequipped court of justice and enjoygd

e

maintaining fair relations between the theywere becoming too exclusive and tbocomplete independence in all priv
employer and the employed than that

o8 d of indifferent to the welfare of the consumdr. concerns, but all the Guilds were subj
the mining works centuries ago."

Infact, these tendencies had already cayseth the town council and town authoritids
The statutes of these mining Guilfis agreatdecline inthe English Guilds befdreand were obliged to submit their stat
show, indeed, a remarkable care for thethe end of the 15th centuiyevertheless| and ordinances to them. In the even
well-being of the labourer and tHe itremains true that both in England and quarrels, either within or between t§e
protection of his interests. Hygienic congii- Germany. the Reformation inflicted grept Guilds, the civil authorities exercised tie
tions in the mines, ventilation of the pits, injury on the Guilds, and through thefn rights of a commercial judge; in conjurfg-
precautions against accident, bathjnguPon the whole labouring class. Theretion with the Guild, they also made
houses, time of labour (eight hours daily}— Was no legislation during this period that regulations for the markets and polfge
sometimes less), supply of the necessarie¥/as of any marked benefit to the labourgr.arrangements, fixed the prices of warps,
of life at fair prices, scale of wages, card of In France and Germany laws were passetrganized the supervision of traffic ajjd
the sick and disabled, etc.—no detail segmdestricting the activities of the Guilds. | the protection from fraud or dishondst
to have been lost sight of. In the other countries of Europe the dealing.
change from the system of handwork[to  The purchase of raw material whs
GERMANY AND ENGLAND the factory system came somewhat latermanaged by the Guild as a body so a§
Between the 12th and the end of the@nd somewhat more slowly than in Eng- prevent monopoly. Strict regulatiofls
15th century, the great majority of te !and, and consequently caused lgssprotected the rights of every one. Th
serfs of England became free tenants, fhab@rdship to the weaker members of thewas equality between all the membjrs
is, they were gradually relieved from tie labouring class. Moreover, the theory pf with regard to the sale of their productiofs.
fines and petty exactions imposed udonledislative non-intervention was not g0 The protection of purchasers and custg
them by the lord, and from othgr fully carried out, except in France arld erswas assured by the city authorities;
disabilities, economic and civil; they wefe Belgium, where the political philosophy Guild was held responsible for the quaffty
permitted to pay their rentin money instefad ©f the Revolution had obtained a strong and quantity of the goods which it brought

of in labour or produce; they were o foothold. The Guilds were abolished |n for sale to the market.
longer bound to the soil, and their pOSSS_France in 1789, and labour unions, strikes,

sion of their holdings was secured by lgw, @nd lock-outs were prohibited duri

or by custom which had the force of la

_substantially the whole period betwegn

Reform was effected much more slowly that date and the year 1884. : _
In Prussia the complete abolition of the the close connection they establisiged

in Germany. At the beginning of the

REeLIGION AND THE GuiLDs
In Germany, as elsewhere, howeger,
the most striking feature of the Guilds wihs

Reformation the condition of the majorify monopolistic privileges in certain tradgs between religion and daily life.abour
of the tenants there was that of serfddm,enjoyed by certain towns, classes, gndwas conceived by them asthe comple
and a particularly oppressive form of seff- organizations took place in 1845, whilg a of prayer, as the foundation of a wel-
domin the case of a considerable numbergeneral code providing for industrigl regulated life. We read in the bodk
As a consequence of their revolt and |itsfreedom was adopted in 1869 by the NofthChristian Admonition”"
bloody suppression, their emancipatipn German States, and afterwards extengled  "Let the societies and brotherhoodsgso
was set back for at least a century. Thetothe whole ofthe present German Empire.  regulate theirlives according to Christifgn
majority of the German peasants were gtill In 1881, however, alawwas passed wh|ch |0ve in all things that their work may H
serfs at the end of the 18th century. gave to the volunteer Guilds a certgdin Il?aI\?VSS:r?d I_neottuff);/vroervlflsr%coer?slggstﬁaﬁ r
. From the. Reformation until the indugt- privileged position, andt_hetendency's!n € abour be without blessin’g and bring ol
rial revolution at the end of the 18th then has been to confirm that positidqn.  gon our souls.”
century, the history of labour for the mdst Austria likewise retained the Guilds and , , )
part records a decline from the conditignsthe old industrial regulations longer than ~ Each Guild had its patron saint, wip,
of the 14th and 15th centuries. In GermdnyEngland or France, and enacted ngw@ccording to tradition, had practised jts
much the same process of spoliation andegislation during the first half of the 19th Particular branch of industry, and whage
impoverishment occurred, although ithid century. At no time did Austria attempt fo f€ast day was celebrated by atteng
begun in that country before the time |of carry outthe disastrous policy'abmplete | Church and by processions; each ha
Luther. Their condition was as a whdle industrial freedom” banner, its altar, or chapel in the churgh,
continued on page 22




.ﬂl ¥

[ |
: s

LABOUR

VOLUME 33 No. 7

f

by O

ISSN 0790-1712

MONDRAGON, Part 43

German Guilds

Inthe June, 2015 issuelngh Political
Reviewwe made mention of the visit 0
John Swift, a leader of the Irish Baker
Trade Union to Germany in the 193(
and his outline of the baking industr
there and the role of the Guilds. In contrg
tothe ultimate degeneration dadrrupt-
ion of Dublin's medieval guildstf which
he wrote : his visit must have proved 4
astonishing experience. Just 14 or
years after World War |, Guilds wer
playing a majorrole inthe re-developme
of that nation which suffered such obliter
tion during"the war to end all wars"

Below we highlight a number of mai

aspects of the Guild movementin Germary.

AN IRISH VIEW

"The French revolutionary law abolish
ing gilds did not operate in Germany. Jo
tenaciously did the guilds persist thefe
that as late as 1931 there were 17,668
them with a membership of 977,618.
"Whether owing to the guilds or not
domestic and handicraftindustry surviveg
muchlongerin Germanythanin Englan
Factory or large-scale industry was n
considerable until the middle of the 194
century, but then spread rapidly an

d

"When the German Republic wa
established by the Weimar Constitutio
in 1919 it found in existence this networ
of vocational organisation and utilised
to create a National Economic Counc
the first of its kind" Eire, Commission
on Vocational Organisation 1943
Report-p.83-87, Dublin: published by th
Stationary Office).

N the shoemakers of Magdeburg, in 11
i But it was not until the 13th century th
| the German Guilds became numerous
" importantZunft Innung Genossenscha
BruderschaftGesellschaftare the terms
b used in Germany to designate the
associations. Here, asin Italy and the L

Countries, the most conspicuous Gui

were those connected with the manufact
S of linen and wool. In Ulm, for instancy
hout hi ith f o Otowards the end of the 15th century, th

DL Ul e erecet Wi (129, were 5o many inen-weavers hat
Germany is the land of moral mediocrity. "umber of pieces of linen prepared in g
The basis of English morality is Insigh{. year amounted at one time to 200,000
With insight you may go far and do greaqt the year 1466 there were 743 mas
things: but you must walk by faithI weavers in Augsburg (Herbergsg
England therefore is the land of mor |Augsburg, und seine frilhere Industipe
extremes. 'For if the light which iS\_/vithir 46). In the large cities, the linen and 1
Bd/grkntésﬁﬁf.kg%sghggvbﬂxm 'f'gég wgol—weavers formed two distinct corpg
ations, and the wool-weavers again w

"The great word with the Germans i
"Foresight", you rarely see a German ¢

At

divided into two classes: the makers

The first well-known German Guild is fine Flemish or ltalian goods, and t

Other important Guilds were those
N the tanners and the furriers; the laf]
included the shoemakers, the tailors,

brought with it the development o
associations for the protection of thg
interests of the new employer and worki
classes. In 1915 there were 483 assod

tions of employers each extending ovdr
i

the whole Empire as well as many regionj
associations. In 1922 these had increag
to 1,294. The Alliance of German Em o‘
loyers' Associations comprised in 191}
69 associations employing 2,000,0

workers;in 1919 it comprised 130 assod}-

ations employing 4,000,000 workers.
"Trade unions in 1914 had 2,300,00p

members; in 1919 they had 9,000,00p.

They were organised according to polit
cal or religious principles so that therf
were liberal, Christian and socialist uniorfg
and federations of unions; while differing
on social principles, they collaborated i
matters of strictly industrial or economig
import.
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glove-makers, and the stocking-knitte|
In the shoemaker's trade there was a s
distinction between thdeumeisterwho
made new shoes, the cobbler, and
slipper maker. The most striking examj
of an elaborate classification according
craft is found in the metal-workers: t
farriers, knife-makers, locksmiths, chai
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and distinct corporations; the armourg
were divided into helmet-maker
escutcheon-makers, harness-maks
harness-polishers, etc. Sometimes t
went so far as to have special Guilds
each separate article of a suit of armd
This accounts for the remarkable skill 8
finish seen in the simplest details.

continued on page 23

5 1112; the weavers of Cologne, in 1148

. that of the Watermen of Worms, its chart armakers ofthe coarser homespun materfg

bt (Zunftbrie) dating from 1106; the shoe}
:l makers of Wirzburg received theirs

forgers, nail-makers, often formed separf§
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