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NAMA And The North

is When the capitalist market, left to its
s ofvn ways, threatened to collapse some
years ago, the Government took certain
oprojects in hand and put them on a life
msupport system called NAMA. The idea
was that these enterprises, regarded as
rgesdtle in the long term, should be pre-
vented from short-term collapse. A
thoroughgoing slump, in which everything
that the market in its downturn could
todastroy would be destroyed, was averted.
rashThis arrangement of things was organ-
tseléd by Fianna Fail Minister for Finance
ghBrian Lenihan before he died, under
ofeaoiseach Brian Cowen, before Fianna
el&ad' collapsed. The project was then
e,tken in hand by Fine Gael Finance
ordinister Michael Noonan under FG
erddoiseach Enda Kenny. They ran it for a
while in the spirit in which it was set up,
preserving the makings of an Irish national
teeonomy. But latterly they have been
obamaving like the receiver of bankrupt
thatock—selling assets off for what they
eguill et in a buyers' market, regardless of
who the buyers might be. It looks as
, flegsgh they are just trying to raise a lot of
chraahey in the hope of buying the next
election.

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 6

Banking Inquiry: leading to the successful adjustment was

H|gh Noonan carried out by his predecessor, Brian
Lenihan. And itis worth remembering that

Michael Noonan's appearance before ing maturities, the promissory note the National Recovery Plan, which formed
the Inquiry on September 10th was a arrangement, reversal of the minimum the basis of the agreement with the Troika
balanced, focussed and rather apolitical ~Wage cut proposal, the jobs initiative and and remains the basis for policy today, had

affair in contrast to the highly politicised ~ 2gréément on the use of some proceeds, .y )|y heen substantially agreed with the
. . of asset sales for productive investment. .
and at times embarrassing performances  \ye aiso replaced harmful revenue-raising UrOPean Central Bank in return for

put in by Enda Kenny, Joan Burton and  measures with more targeted growth- continued funding to the banking system
Richard Bruton the previous month. friendly measures. And, of course, we before the country was bounced into a
He did tout some of the Government's  also gotan extra year for the adjustment.” bailout by Merkel and Sarkozy at Deauville.
successes:
"We succeeded in a number of areas—  But it is doubtful that anyone is under
achieving reduced interest rates, extend-any illusions: the bulk of the heavy lifting

Stormont House Crash

There is little reason to doubt Sinn Fein's view that the Stormont House cta
contrived crisis"brought about by the electoral rivalry between the two branch
Unionism.

Thecasus bellof the crisis was the killing of two former Republican prisoners
usually a concern of Unionism—and itis a justification for it that is flimsy in the extr

Thelrish Timespromotes this fiction when it says th&the row over the allege
continuing existence of the IRA has poisoned relationships between the two
parties in the power-sharing Executive" (12.9.15)

Where has th&ish Timesbeen living since 2011, one might ask?

The real cause of the ‘crisis' is to be found in Unionism. Unionism has gone
existential crisis and this, more than anything else, led to the Stormont House

Deprived of its majority/dominating status, Unionism cannot seem to stabilis
or its 'state’ that it claims to halmaintained"against the Fenian resurgence. Tho
Unionism periodically claims victory in the conflict, it now thrashes about with a lot
stagger than swagger. Unionism sometimes says it is aiming to make 'Northern
functional and claiming that it can reconcile the "defeated" Fenians to its existen
then it reverts to its basic communal instincts of the lost world, spoiling all the rh

Whilst Unionism claims victory it seems that Unionists act as if they have su
defeat.

After the flag dispute of 2012, and the worrying demographic shift signalled
2011 Census which showed the end of majority-status, there was the star
unravelling of the functional relationship Paisley had built up with Sinn Fein
established a degree of stable government at Stormont. From 2012 things have
unravel.

In 2013 there were all-party talks aimed at securing agreement on legacy issu
and emblems and parading. But Unionism found itself unable to agree to the

Under questioning from Joe Higgins,
Noonan made it clear that his intention to

continued on page 2



have no such luxury. Sinn Fein is the only
party of State in 'Northern Ireland'. Its
constituency in both States demands that
it opposes the Tory welfare cuts—which
are actually opposed by many in the UK
and by the new leader of the Labour Party.
Merely because Sinn Fein opposes the
Tory cuts, Unionism has taken up the
alternative position, supporting the Tory
cuts, even though many of its constituency
would suffer deeply from such cuts. As
long as the other party in the Unionist bloc
maintains a similar position there is no
problem in doing so.
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thatthe subordinate part of Unionism could
perhaps in next year's election recapture
ground lost to the dominant part.

The Rosenbergs' Sons. Wilson John Haire (Review)

A Crowd Of Stiffs. John Morgan (Lt. Col., retd.)

When Belfast Rocked. Wilson John Haire (Poem)

Biteback: The Rising (letter to Irish Times). Dave Alvey
Commemorating O’Donovan Rossa. Dr Brian P Murphy, OSB (Report)

Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Common Law Jurisdiction?)

An Irish Solution To A British Problem?. Jack Lane

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: On the Nationalist side a similar

manoeuvre could not be attempted by the
SDLP without further electoral loss
because Sinn Fein has occupied the high
ground of Stormont, and the Catholic
community sees the British/Unionist
position as an attack on itself

Unionism went along with the cuts,
even though it would be punishing a
Haass proposals for progress. After HaassSinn Fein opposed the Welfare Billthrough substantial part of its own community.
departed, in October 2014 new all-party the tabling of a Petition of Concern—a Presumably this was judged a useful
talks began with the same proposals putlegitimate mechanism of the Good Friday diversionary action to avoid acompromise
on the table in conjunction with issues that Agreement—in March 2015. with Sinn Fein on legacy issues, flags and
had since arisen from the Tory economic  In May 2015 David Cameron, having parading. And screw the remnants of the
assault on the North. secured a majority for the Tories at West- Protestant working class, who had their

From 2011 the British Governmenthad minster, moved to strip public services flegs to comfort them.
begun stripping the North of about £1.5 and welfare of a further £25 Billion. This
billion pounds of its annual block grant. It would make the financial situation of the  The ostensible events leading to the
began to impose massive cuts to publicExecutive at Stormont unsustainable.  walk-outs occurred earlier this year. In
servicesthathave pushedthemtobreaking Sinn Fein's view that the Stormont May IRA-man Gerard 'Jock’ Davison was
point. It also sought to impose welfare House Crash is all about electioneeringshot dead in Belfast. In August former
cuts, but found, due to the Good Friday within the Unionist bloc must be taken IRA-man Kevin McGuigan was killed.
Agreement, that because this was now aseriously. The Welfare Reform issue On22nd Augustthe PSNI Chief Constable
devolved matter, Sinn Fein's consent wasaccentuated the turmoil within Unionism stated that members of the Provisional
necessary. as it seemed to present a useful weapon ttRA had been involved in the second

be used on Sinn Fein at a most opportunekilling. However, no charges have been

Sinn Fein negotiated the Stormont time of extreme discomfort for Unionism. brought. The statement provoked a
House Agreement, in December 2014. walkout by the UUP from the Executive
This ameliorated the welfare cutsinreturn  The perverse political entity of 'North- with a call for the DUP to join it. The DUP
for progress on the 3 key issues discusse@rn Ireland' and the parties of State boycottLeader, not wanting to do the UUP bidding,
by Haass. In signing up to this and agreeingeave the Government of the UK State then "stepped aside'with 4 of his 5
to the Stormont Welfare Bill, Sinn Fein immune to elections contested in its Ministers but failed in a motion to have
made it clear that it was protecting both 'Northern Ireland' annex. Therefore, the the Assembly adjourned. The British
present and future claimants from the Westminster Government can institute refused to suspend the institutions.
reforms. However, the DUP through an policies without fear of retribution from Peter Robinson, after a period of
accounting device of their Finance Min- the electorate. maintaining stability at Stormont, has been
ister, welched on the deal, and included The political parties that actually contest unsettled by a revival of fundamentalist
protection only for present claimants. So the elections inthe 'Northern Ireland' annexinstinct within the DUP. On top of this, a
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recentminor resurgence of the UUP under  of Gerry Adams and his ambitions in the Foster would stay on as acting First
its new leader, the UTV media man Mike ~ Republic: it could demonstrate that Sinn Minjster and continue her role as Minister
Nesbitt, has stirred up discontent among Fﬁ"lgag”f;’vem and make politicswork” ¢ Finance.
the DUP to a level that has made Robin- ( -9.15). Alisdair McDonnell is reported to have
son's earlier project, outlined in his That passage neatly sums up whycomplained that the DURlon't want a
Castlereagh speech, of stabilising ‘North-Dublin's confusion over what it really Taigaboutthe placedt Stormont. Thatis
ern Ireland' in the unionist interest, wantsinthe North has been so detrimentainaccurate, it should be said. The DUP
untenable. And Robinson's heart attackto what has actually happened in the Sixwere taught to accept Taigs at Stormont
earlier in the year, indicating his political Counties. There is a push for titipping by the 28 Year War, whether they liked it
days were numbered, has prompted apoint"ateveryopportunity, seentodamageor not. They were slow learners in that, of
flexing of muscles among the pretendersSinn Fein electorally in the South, even if course. However, it is not Taigs who are
to his throne. that involves assisting the Unionist ob- unwanted in Stormont these days—it is
structionism that Dublin acknowledges in Fenians. And Fenians are just as un-
. : ; its confabs with the SDLP. And then Sinn welcome in Leinster House, among the
Big Man, Martin McGuinness suggested _ ."~. . L . . X .
N - Fein, indispensable to stability in the North, SDLP's patrons in Dublin, as they are in
that "the current crisis would never have : o
) due to the Catholic community's support Stormont House.
been created under the leadership of Dr., " . L .
) " : for it, saves the North from tH&ipping Unionism is full of cunning plans and
Paisley” (IT 12.9.15) He is undoubtedly .~ . . " s
. . . point" to which all are pushing except "procedural manoeuvres'Trimble had
right. Paisley believed he had seen off the_. . o .
X ' Sinn Fein, and it is, as a consequenceloads of them—but where did they get
Republican effort and had the confidence : ; o . .
. . . enhanced inthe South. Drat! Foiled again'him? The fact is that cunning plans would
he could do something with the victory.

He would not havélost the dressing- Dublin's purpose in helping things S”ff'ce If there were only Unionists and
" . . their flegs to govern. But unfortunately
room"as they say in sporting parlance to toward the edge was partly to stop the : , "
. L that is not the case—the Fenfawarm®,
those who were not so sure if they had wonmomentum gathering in the South around ) :
. . : to borrow an expression of the Prime
and who wished to continue the eternalthe 1916 Centenary, which had shown . =~ """ .
. ) . . : Minister's, is all around and cunning plans
struggle that, it appears, will never really itself in the tremendous enthusiasm that
. : : are never enough.
be won. manifested among the Dublin working- . .
; . S The DUP fear was that the Fenians, if
class during Sinn Fein's re-enactment of ; .
L . . left to mind the House on their own, could
Although it is not at all clear whether the O'Donovan Rossa funeral. Tiish \ .
. . - . . do untold damage to ‘Northern Ireland'.
the new UUP Leader, TV Mike, knew Timedegan linkingthe shooting of Kevin i )
. . . The only fitting analogy we could think of
what he was actually doing when he McGuigan, an ex-Provo with a hot head L )

. . ) . to do justice to such a notion would be the
organised the great media event andand a long-standing grudge against thoseWa a Shower ruins a shit
walked-out, or what he wished to who attempted to calm his hot temper, y '
accomplish, the DUP was so spooked bywith the O'Donovan Rossa event almost
his grand gesture that it responded to it byimmediately (Stephen Collin&cGuigan
pushing everything closer to the cliff. killing raises questions for Rising tributes'

In fact, what the conflict within Union-  22.8.15). The wind needed taking out of
ism seems to be all about is who can pushhe Sinn Fein sails by the tried and trusted
things closest to the tipping point without (though previously unsuccessful) method
actually taking everything over the cliff. of linking it to sporadic violent events in
And of course, Dublin, after helping to the North.
move things in that direction in order to ~ When will they ever learn, when will
shaft Sinn Fein in the South, has long agothey ever learn . . .
lost its nerve and is now pleading for
sanity! But back to the Black North: When the

Speaking of Dublin, it was said by DUP First Minister failed to achieve his
Marx that"History repeats itself, first as objective of an adjournment of the
tragedy, second as farcatlhatwould he  Assembly, he stepped aside and the DU .

. : Some say the DUP are trying to respond
have made of the Stormont shenanigansleft Arlene Foster to guard the Big House . :

. : : ; to the UUP gambit by moving Stormont
one might ask? Gerry Moriarty does not from the Fenians. It seems that Robinson : .

X ) ) . L closer to the brink but not fully resigning
ask but mournfully writes for th&ish ~ was going to resign all his Ministers and -~ . .

. . ) . : and so avoiding an election which they
Times about Sinn Fein coming out follow TV Mike down the steps and down fear will be damaaina. and aood for Sinn
unscathed from the Stormont House Crashthe Hill. But Arlene pointed out to him . ging. 9
that was so meant to injure them: that the Fenians—dlthe Rogues'and Fein. . o

' Robinson has declared that his objective

"Sinn Fein really is the 'Teflon party'. theijﬁnegar(]jezas she Cﬁ"ed tr|1em—f in provoking the crisis is to ensure it is
Itis something of a political mystery that WoU'd have the House [o themsewes, o, g esg as usuatt the House. But
this crisis, based on the assessment of &t least a week. Robinson therefore left ... " “\\orthern Ireland' are. in fact
chief constable and a range of other Arlene as gatekeeper to hold the fort and,,business as usuaiind functional’ stable !
matters that we are all familiar with, then let it be known that he had a cunning overnment is very much the at;erration
haven't damaged the party. But maybep|an to keep the Fenians out in perpetuityg y '
tShtere |sta:jt|pp|ng Eowt]t"t P‘%”;]?PS. if by not totally resigning and by re-  Robinson has notbeen helped by media
so(r)wzg]?)? thgesstag(ijlirtr;/-grsav:ngmlsgoutr?gﬁ nominating different Ministers everyweek suggestions that TV Mike has out-
electorate pause about whether to risk O @S long asittakes. Thus the Executivemanoeuvred him. Thatreally grates onthe
their votes with Sinn Eein. A deal in the Would continue, but with no one doingthe DUP rank and file. But Nesbitt, after

comingweeks would... serve the purpose work of the missing Ministers. Arlene leading his single Minister down the Hill
3

On the anniversary of the death of the

The DUP objectives in the Stormont
House Crash are obscure. Some have
suggested they are hoping to avoid being
inthe House when the NAMA shit hits the
fan. Robinson has put Mick Wallace on
notice that he intends to sue him over
something the Wexford TD said on Twitter
about a 'Northern Ireland' MP having
benefitted from the sale of NAMA assets.
As far as we know he never mentioned
Robinson in particular but now the First
Minister is suing because he seems to
believe that the message has made people
I:;hink it is him!



to cultivate an "opposition”, found the was killed, 17 republicans were suddenly IRA only continued to exist, if it existed at
SDLP was notfollowing and he was joined arrested in turn by the PSNI, including all, so that it could achieve its non-
by the bulk of the main party of government senior ones closely associated with theexistence.
—so0 that opposition was impossible. He Sinn Fein leadership. All were sub-  Butthen he began to backtrack, saying
seems to now be drawing back from sequently'released unconditionallyds the IRA had gone away in substance but
"opposition” by only demanding the issue theBelfast Telegrapputit, butforentirely  existed in smaller form for different, non-
of IRA existence to be first on the British different reasons than McGuigan was— political purposes. And finally, when he
talks agenda before a return to the Housethere was no actual evidence againstthemdecided to arrest the usual suspects,
(In aradio interview he suggested his aimHowever, the spaced-out arrests gaveincluding the man who had sat nextto him
was to simply get Sinn Fein saying that occasionto sensationalist media publicity. on a platform, who seem to be rounded up
"the IRA has gone away y'know—but it on cue whenever Unionism requires such
hasn't!"The Sin has to be admitted by the  Another strange aspect of all this was a thing, he declared that the IRA hadn't
Sinners for forgiveness to occur. How that an ordinary detective, Kevin Geddes,gone away, y'know, at all.
very Unionist, that is!) was permitted to make announcements by
his Chief Constable, claiming that the  The Chief of the Garda Siochain, Noirin
IRA was involved in the killing of O'Sullivan, alsocame undergreatpressure
McGuigan. in the South. According to thBunday
The subsequent arrest of Bobby Storey, Timesn Ireland the Department of Justice
nn Fein's Northern Chairman, was in Dublin had'distanced itselffrom her
political policing at its crudest. Bobby refusal to say what th8unday Times
Storey's detention must have beenevidently wanted her to say—that the
calculated to cause the maximum political Provos existed and did the murder! It is
damage up at Stormont House. Arrestingamazing how such choreography works
. . ~_Storey, a strong supporter of the retreatNorth and South, with the British media
House Crash. Stormont is dead, long live , . : . . )
. Lo . from the battlefield, is the tried and trusted presence in Ireland acting as conduit.

Stormont! It dies, but it will live again. ; .

. method of the Police to help along a The media then rolled out the Mc

Presumably some bogus independent .. L L .

. . ._political crisis in the Unionist interest. He Cartney Sisters, who some years ago lost
body will be set up to do something that is ; : . . .
: has previously been detained at importanta brother in a pub fracas for which Provos
already being done by the PSNI, along : .

. . . moments—such as at the time of thewere scapegoated, to provide commentary
with the National Crime Agency (allowed I oS . o
in by the SDLP in May) and the various Northern Bankro_bbe_ry—afteraUnlonlst on the killing. Speakmg to Mmam

. . : M.P. named him in the House of O'CallaghanonRTE Radio One, Catherine
Intelligence bodies. It will not produce : : :
) ; ; Commons. He was also questioned on theMcCartney said that, with the death of
any new information, but will be enough . . Lo .
X . Castlereagh Break-in and the StormontGerard Davison, it wadss if a weight was
to have the rats scurrying back to the ship, o o : o )
S . 'Spy-ring' when the British attempted to lifted... justice probably would imply there
they seem bent on sinking. They will ) . :
2 save Trimble from the electorate. was an element of right about it, but
probably scurry away again in the next . L . :
oo 7 During the current crisis, the Police, murderis murder atthe end of the day and
crisis'. 'Northern Ireland' is the only place . .. . ) R
- - initially assailed by the media (most we would condemn that"Paula
where the rats who desert the sinking ship . . L
. . .. notably Ed Moloney) for lack of vigourin McCartney'said she had no sympathy for
continually return in order to desert it d . . ; "
a0ain arresting Sinn Fein members, then Davisonwhenshe heard he was murdered
gan. indulged in an orgy of politicking. (Irish Times 10.5.15).

Chief Constable George Hamilton had  That was the narrative that the media
appeared, alongside Bobby Storey, on acreated around the death of "Jock"
platform in Derry, speaking up for Davison. It acted as judge and juror in
Republicans and their honest intentions,convicting Davison as the man responsible
and making it clear that the IRA, in his for the death of Robert McCartney. The
opinion, had gone away. He said: McCartney's were allowed to make

"In the organisational sense the Unsubstantiated and unproven allegations

Provisional IRA does not exist for againstadead man. The fact that Davison
to the investioation paramilitary purposes. Our assessmenthad been released without charge after

The two kilﬁn siﬁ Belfast that sparked ndicates that a primary focus of the being"quizzed"by the Police after the

9 P Provisional IRA is now promoting a \illinginthe Markets (Belfast) was treated

—used as an excuse for—the Stormont  peaceful, political Republican agenda. It . ¢ i oterial
House Crash were treated very differently  is our assessment that the Provisional '
by both media and Police. The Police IRAiscommitted tofollowingapolitical Irish Foreign Affairs Minister Charlie
seem to have had one suspect on their Pathandisnolongerengagedinterrorism.g|anagan did not even condemn the killing
mind for the first killing—that of 'Jock’ | accept the bona fides of the Sinn Fein ¢ 3501 pavison—something that is
Davison. Kevin McGuigan was arrested leadership regarding their rejection of customary and was demanded of Sinn

’ . s i violence and pursuit of the peace process” " . .
andreleased withoutathoroughinvestigat- - ang | accept their assurance that theyF€in—choosing to say instead that Mr.
ing of his alibi, which was easily blown want to support police in bringing those Davison's deathdisplayed a callous
apart by the investigations of ordinary  responsible to justice... We assess thatdisregard for otherd"
members of the community. the continuing existence and cohesion of  The McCartney killing, during a pub

It seems that a decision, somewhere, theProvisionalIRAhierarchy has enabled prawl, was used to attempt the prevention
was taken to allow McGuigan back on the ngvJZ?dd\?vrifI:]iIr? ttﬁemg\éiéherggggg'fat'on of a deal between Sinn Fein and the DUP
streets where his presence would un- P P ' in early 2005. The delayed but subsequent

doubtedly cause most trouble. After he  What this means, in essence, is that theleal led to 5 years of quite functional

Teresa Villiers on BBC Ulster was
non-plussed by this strange demand of
Nesbitt's. Despite her failings she is a
politician in a real State and she probablySi
hasn't encountered student politics in a
while.

The fact that Britain's will is to retain
the 'Northern Ireland' semi-detachment is
fully reflected in the contrived Stormont

That brings us to the behaviour of the
Police and Media. It should be pointed out
first that there is little interest in bringing
the perpetrators of mass murder in Derry
and Ballymurphy to justice. A few weeks
ago the Chief Constable revealed to
relatives of the Derry victims that he did
not know what had happened with regard



government at Stormont—something  Killer is, or was, and they took action in  Belfast Catholics/Republicans, due to
which must be now seen as something of their mind to remove the threat to them 50 years of Stormont housing policy aimed
an aberration in the history of ‘Northern 22? ":‘il\fgs'tt;’ivlfesar:‘]géﬁ’seosg:g‘gﬂgg Oft‘;"lgvrf'at hemming the Fenians in, continue to
Ireland'. _ o Imgan,when Gerard Davison weg Killed live chee_k_ by jowl. They do not require
The DubI|nIndeper_1den15|gn|f|cantly _ | wrote on my blog that anybody who formal military structures to look out for
reported that "Catherine McCartney said  expects those IRA people who turned up€ach other or defend themselves.
the murder of a top IRA man has stunned at Gerard's funeral to sit around waiting 'Intelligence’ is still offered to those
the republican community and the entire  for someone to target them like sitting considered Republicans to facilitate the
city. She said that “people will feel the ~ ducks was very, very foolish.” peace and stability of communities. Belfast
IRA have gone away, and that their power  What Mclintyre is inferring here, and communities are traditionally tight. They
in the communities is not what it was”..." what has become the dominant narrativelive as neighbours and behave in a
(9.5.15). since the subsequent killing of Kevin neighbourly fashion. You could, as a
Well that proved to be an accurate McGuigan, is that the second man killed stranger, have gone on a march into
estimation of things and at the same time,was responsible for the killing of the first, Ardoyne and been invited for Sunday
a little wishful thinking. Jock Davison, and the comrades of thedinner by someone. Part of it was
It was accurate in that the killing of first decided that they would have to take hospitality and part of it was finding out
Jock Davison without a retaliation, might action for their own self-preservation in who you were.
have made it open season on supporters ahe light of this. The fact that the police  In 19689 this neighbourliness produced
the Sinn Fein leadership. In relation to this failed to find the killer of Davison has a both the IRA and the Catholic ex-
matter, Anthony Mcintyre, in the course bearing on this. servicemen. Frank Burton, an English
ofaninterviewinwhichhewas askedifhe It has been suggested that, after thesociologistwrote an interesting book about
believed the IRA still existed, said: decommissioning deal of 2005, Republi- it called thePolitics of LegitimacyDuring
"Yes, | do believe it exists... | think it ©8NS asked that someweapons be retainetthe 28 Year War the communiti_es became
exists in shadow form, a different form, for personal protection. It is said that the even closer and more cohesive, due to
and has pulled back very deep into itself Blair Government agreed but Dublin necessity, for general protection and in
but | don't believe that it's gone away and objected. The fake monitoring body, set order to create an instrument that would
| don't know many people that | speak to up by the British in competition with the transform their position.
in The North and on the ground in (e |nternational one, reported the It would be ridiculous to believe that
hat Gone away. And | apeak to a ot of SXStence of these guns and the DUP washese people and communities would
Republicans who are disaffected and arefu_IIy aware _of this, but still did its deal become dl_sconne_cted atomswhentheWar
often referred to as dissidents and theyWith Republicans nonetheless. ended, as if they lived the lives of those in
certainly don't believe it's gone away. Like the"On the Runslssue, thereisa South Dublin or Surrey, or they would
And they at times have had meetings great capacity for ignorance when it suits cease to look out for each other, after all
with them and disagreements with them and discovery when it suits. they had been through—military structures
and so on and so forth. In September 2008 the British and Irish or not.
yodnéiﬁi\gsgﬁrhﬁc\,dgg{sﬁgatpurpose do Govgrn_ments as_ke(_j their Independent _ _ _
"AM: Many years ago when the peace Monitoring Commission to devote a report One Be_Ifasthurnahst, along-standing
process was developing | was forecastingt0 answering the question: Is the IRA critic of Sinn Fein, who has, for reasons
that the IRA at some point would leave committed to non-violence? Under the unexplained, pursued an agenda against
the stage but would not disband and thatheading: "Has PIRA abandoned its theretreatfromthe battlefield, is presently
it would maintain its existence primarily terrorist structures, preparations and corresponding with analleged gun-runner
as a presidential guard. And | think that's capahjlity?"it reported back to its masters: who is attempting to implicate a senior
mgiytplizﬁeocvigﬁgﬁesal?hteh?Rn;\Ir;gZ;f "We believe that it has. The so-called Republican. The suggestiop is that guns
; s 'military’ departments have ceased towere run by the IRA when disarming was
made a lot of enemies within the ; i dh b disbanded .. th .
communities as a result of their policing ~ runction and have been disbanded... thetaking place and these guns were used for
and there are people who would have a 2rganisation's former terrorist capability illing. The hope seems to be that by
lot of grievances and would be inclined, has been lost. PIRA is not recruiting or slinging more mud this will scupper the

in circumstances where they think there training members_ and the mem_bershlp new round of talks aimed at a prevention
may be no repercussions or come back, continues to decline, and there is some - < ol over the cliff, by enragin
' issue as to what membership means in » Dy enraging

they would be inclined to take actions . Unioni .
X nionists further: And then what?
and settle scores with people who were at the al?se'.“ce of activity. In so far as
gathering information orintelligence may

et Ao ping hre, STy o | TISoun s sty
Anthony, to a difficuity among members ~ MProper If it does not involve illegal g ' -tg durina th t Byt
who throughout their lives perhaps were methods or intent—we believe that it is same as Itwas during fhe past. But guns,
people who handled business themselves, mainly for the purpose of ascertaining thesedays, are mu_ch more readily available
they didn't look to the police, and they ~ € nature of any threat from dissident than they were during the War. They were
stillfind it difficult to look to the PSNIto  rePublicans. tightly controlled then and the State was
be the rule of law in Northern Ireland? Gerry Adams' recent statement that theon the lookout for them constantly. They
"AM: Well, as the PSNI demonstrated |RA has gone away y'know, is easily are quite commonplace in London and
in the case of Gerard Davison, the PSNI rgconcilable with all of this. As the 2008 Dublin these days. We have the West to
Slr?aglcéttg;)c:‘ﬁgtc %eg?;?d E[))Z\\/llizg?]. Ilttd\il\(lj?ft Report states, the gathering of Intelligencethank for that., fgr what it has done since ?t
have the intelligence to make an inter- for purposes of self-protection is entirely saw off Russia in the 1990s (or thought it
vention to save the life of Gerard Davison. legitimate and has taken place outside ofhad).
Now there are people in the Provisional the old military structures, which have  Republican statements that the killers
IRA who assume that they know who the ceased to exist. of both former Republican prisoners were
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"criminals" puts the clearest blue water governing party of State could do. And, ed by Britain has been shown again and
between the shootings and Republicanismuntil Jeremy Corbyn becomes Prime again to possess no internal capacity for
and puts paid to any idea that the IRA Minister of the UK, the only worthwhile development. Its fundamentally tendency
killed Kevin McGuigan. That should be thing a socialist party with any self-respect has been toward crashing.
clear. But it has nowhere been remarkedcan do is resist. Northern Croppies have Whenitwas believed to have aninternal
that this is just about as strong a statemensomething against lying down and rolling capacity for development—inthe 1960s—
as Sinn Fein could have made—worth aover. that led to the conflict that Mansergh talks
thousand condemnations—since 10 men The Tory Welfare Reforms are only a about. The conflict pre-dates the
had died on Hunger Strike to resist the part of a general assault on the North'sProvisional IRA, which grew slowly and
criminal label. strong public sector. There have beendid not begin to have an impact until mid-
massive cuts in public services like healthway through 1970. The development that
The current leader of Fianna Fail and education, and community funding occurred from 1998 was entirely due to
Michael Martin has bizarrely called for has been slashed. This has impacted righéxternal involvement—most of all British
the Assembly to be suspended, whichacross the social spectrum and there are—which would never have happened
could only occur through emergency growing voicesinthe Unionistcommunity without the IRA's ability to sustain a 28
Westminster legislation and a breaking of that are expressing dissatisfaction with year War against the British State.
existing agreements on the part of thethe behaviour of the Unionist parties, Ofcourse, itis atragedy thatthathad to
British. That really shows him up for an indulging themselves in electoral be the case, but it does not nullify it as a
ignoramus: he has stronger demands thaposturing, whilst their community suffers fact.
Unionism and is prepared to sacrifice fromthe cuts. Itis noticeable that there are
everything Haughey and Reynolds put no Protestant working class voices, even
together. loyalist, raised in support of the UUP and
Martin Mansergh has also made anDUP's walk-outs.
intervention in the crisis through thésh
Times Here is some of his wisdom:
"Even within the limitations of devolu-
tion, there is plentiful scope for initiatives
that will better the lives of people there.
A degree of confidence in stability and
good governance would go along way to
making the Northern Ireland economy
more dynamic, particularly if its corpora-

tion tax is aligned with the Republic's.  Mansergh does not explain what t
Coalition has to be more than a mutual Catholic community should have done,

blocking mechanism, with progress being an alternative to what it was provoked in

Pat Walsh

NAMA And The North

continued

In Mansergh's closing statement for the

Irish Timesarticle he says:

"Notwithstanding the mixed cause
motivations and results of the conflict.
most people view the post-1969 IR
campaign... as a major mistake, fro
which it may take along time to recover

Well, that's strictly the business of the
B, electorate of the Republic. But, in the
A boom that preceded the slump, 26 County
n entrepreneurship was active beyond the
~ borders of the state, so NAMA found
itself in possession of a substantial clump
'€ of projects in Northern Ireland. And the
@S decision to have a fire-sale of those enter-

o prises, and let them go to an American

made by agreeing trade-offs, which will doing, in the aftermath of August. If h
help satisfy aspirations in both gy gies closely what Dublin did fron

communities. '
“Budgetary and macroeconomic policy August 1969 | would guess he'll be contg

is determined in Britain. No fault lies in MOt t0 fry to. It was, after all, Dublin’
acknowledging that reality. Anti-austerity @bandonment of the Northern Catholig
campaigns are unlikely to be won at under pressure fromthe British, that plag
Stormont. Taking on the responsibilities them in a position of having to form then
of government, North or South, involves selves into something that could transfo
being ready to stand over difficult choices

and decisions. In the long term, a party . .
that seeks a united Ireland surely has a manage. Without doing that there wou

interest in reducing Northern Ireland‘snbe no Good Friday or Sinn Fein in th

dependence on a large British subven-House.
tion." ('Courage and Compromise needed The Shadow Chancellor of the Exch

their position, in whatever way they cou|d

€ company which makes a handsome profit
' in that kind of business is having political
Nteonsequences.

o7

S:  Last month the great issue in the North

edwasthe IRA. Some people professedto be
- shocked when the Chief Constable mused
Mabout it and said he did not think it had
evaporated. He did not bring criminal
Id charges against anybody. He just thought
€ out loud.

The IRAis a body of people that fought
E- the British Army to a standstill and made

to spur Starmont’ 12.9.15) quer, John McDonnell, was pretty accuritehe Government agree to basic structural

when he said: changes in the public life of the un-

Sj Th'; p_asfs agebs?emts_ to bTe a c\r;\?c;fsm of d demaocratic region of the British state called
INn F€in for obstructing tory Vvellare Y Northern Ireland. The notion that that
Reform in the North. It has been asked to € pody of people should cease to exist

c?_liaboratte_tln Cl:tt'rlltghthe wg(;fare bedn_etzfrl]ts Y.ebelongs to wonderland. It was not that
ot sfconz ! ueﬁ S th as sal n(?[ adnB I't' ?s kind of army. It formed itself in a small
nowtoundanally intherejuvenated britis territorial area with a small population, an

L_abour Paf‘y an(_j its new Leader. How He subsequently apologised for his vigw area that was saturated with the British
.S'"y doe_s Sinn F?'” look now? And where that the IRA should bthonoured'forits | Army, British spies, and British and Ulster-
is the F'a_””"’? Fail J‘?“?my Corbyr‘r? fight. But the rest of his statemeft ishpolice, inwhich everything thatmoved
it thogettr:]ilr?lgil: tcr:a:\?\,lg' mz:}es\évfnhtgse(;ne contained the re_al utterance of fact th atha}d a camgralvyatching it._ It.cquld pnly
y y 9 " could notbe unsaid, because itwas actugllyexist as an invisible Army, indistinguish-

Mansergh does not explain how Welfare established in what was instituted on Goodable from the population in whose interest
'Reform’, or even a cut in Corporation Friday. it claimed to be acting. (And, since it was
Tax, mighttransform the North's economy. known to that populace, its claim must be
That is something only a State and a The'Northern Ireland’ system establish- considered good.) It was made functional

"It was the bombs and bullets arn
sacrifice made by the likes of Bobh
Sands that brought Britain to th
negotiating table. The peace we ha
today is due to the actions of the IR/
(Belfast Telegraph 18.9.15).




by networks of confidential understand- reason given was that the serious situagon
ings between people. And, when military about the continued existence of the IRJA,

action produced a political result, and a along with financial problems caused by

political development based on success inTory welfare cuts, required all energig¢s

war began, how could those people ceasdocussed on inter-party talks organised py
to know what they had done and how theySecretary of State Theresa Villiers.

had done it? How could they become

strangers to each other?

If the Assembly had been suspende¢d,

the Finance Committee investigatign
The only way it could have been done would have gone by the board.

was the way it was done in the South
1922. There were powerful influence

which did their best to work up a civil way

within the Provisional movement—
Sunday IndependenNew Fianna Falil,
Ed Moloney, Lord Bew etc. But ng
Michael Collins emerged to deliver th
coup and so there has been an evoluti
from war to politics.

The ongoing IRAis out of the news thi
month, displaced by the corruption scang
surrounding the fire-sale of NAMA
holdings to an American company at
knock-down price. Individuals who fel
they were being sold short raised questid
about the sale. The Northern Assembly
Finance Committee conducted publ
hearings into the allegations, whic
brought some startling evidence, give
under parliamentary privilege, by Loyalis
activist Jamie Bryson, Then there we
allegations of £7 millions being hande]
out by the purchasing company to he

stifle public concern. The suggestion was
that the First Minister had got some of it.

And then the size of the bribe to variou
people was said to be a multiple of sev
millions.

Unionist concern over the fact that th
Chief Constable did not think thg
confidential understandings of which th
IRA had consisted had melted away led

guestions being raised in the Northef

Assembly. The old Ulster Unionist Party
now a very minor part of Unionism
resigned its seat in the Government—
figurative seat because there is no act
Government, only Ministries. Then th
First Minister called on the Assembly t
adjourn itself for a period. (Adjournmen
would have meant that salaries wou
continue to be drawn.) But he failedto g
an adjournment.

The Taoiseach supported the Fir
Minister's call for adjournment. But th
SDLP voted against. To the best of o
knowledge this was the firsttime the SDL
disobeyed Dublin orders.

The First Minister then called on th
Prime Minister to suspend the Assembl
hinting that that might be the end of th
devolved Government. The Prim
Minister refused. (Ifithad been suspende
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no salaries would have been paid.) T

ne

High Noonan

Government to do so and he raised the
question of the financial services industry
in Ireland and particularly in Dublin and
he suggested thateventhough he couldn't
say categorically, it might not be possible
for people in the financial services in
Ireland, particularly in Dublin, to finance
themselves on the market if they were
situated in a country that was in default.
So that was reasonable pressure as well."

There was no agreement here and

Noonan told Trichet that he would have to
consult with the Taoiseach. There was

continued

bnburn Senior Bondholders in March 2011
was thwarted by warnings from Jean
Claude Trichet at the ECB:

"So | am preparing to go to the Dail and
| get a call from Mr. Trichet and he asks
me what are we doing and | told him that
we were recapitalising the banks in
accordance with the results of the stress
testing that had been done. There had
been a commitment made in the prog-
ramme that the recapitalisation of the
banks would have taken place in January
but my predecessor, Brian Lenihan,
decided to defer it—first of all, to have
the results of the stress testing and,
secondly, he said if there's to be a change
of Government, well, it's really the respon-
sibility of the incoming Government and
I'm making no criticism of that. | think
that was a moral enough thing to do. So
Mr. Trichet would have been aware of
the plans because they were involved in

then a second call the same day:

"So after some time, | rang him back
and | said we were still disposed to burn
the bondholders and he said ... he was ...
it's hard to know, like... English isn't his
vernacular, you know. He sounded irate
but...

... but I mean there were three issues
that were recited to me. First of all, we'd
be in default. | knew the implication of
that for ELA although he didn't spell that
out although he had previously spelled it
out in different circumstances to Brian
Lenihan back in 2010 because | saw the
correspondence. Then he kind of ... he
rattled me because | didn't expect it. He
drew the Irish financial services sector
into itand particularly the IFSC in Dublin
and the possibility that they couldn't be
funded if they were in a country that had
defaulted and then | think the third
suggestion about the bomb going off was
mainly in the second phone call but |
mean it was a fairly strong argument."”

Trichet denied in his evidence to the

discussions at the troika. So what it cameInquiry that he used the woldomb',as
down to was how we would arrange well he might, but Noonan is adamant that
things and whatthe amountwould be andhe did. As a result of the conversation:

then | told him that as part of the prog-
ramme, we were burning bondholders
and he didn't agree. He didn't agree and
he asked me was | aware that this would
be treated by the markets as a default,
which was reasonably strong pressure
because | know that after the time you've
put in here, you understand the details of
all this thing. ELA, emergency liquidity
assistance, was underpinning Anglo to
the tune of ©41 billion at that time. ELA
can't be given to a bank that defaults.”

"1 had some conversations with my
key staff and | decided to advise the
Taoiseach that the risk was too high for
the amount of gain that was involved and
I changed my script and did not promise
burden-sharing in the Déil but went ahead
with the restructuring of the banks on the
basis of two pillar banks."

Joe Higgins tried to make the point that

an"ECB official"was dictating the policy
of the 'sovereign' Irish Government and

Precisely. Liquidity assistance is avail- that this was a subversion of democratic

Noonan continues:
"I think you'll be interested in the way

. able for liquidity problems, buta defaultis rights, but Noonan coolly retorted in
a solvency issue, where the entity relation to this that: "On the question of
concerned cannot pay all of its creditors. sovereignty, the day that the previous

5t The Irish banking system was kept alive Government took us into the bailout, we

P for years thanks to ELA fromthe ECB and had lost a lot of sovereignty anyway."

Ur at the time of the bailout this had reached  This is nonsense of course.

P something like @160bn. This was only voted to give up, or to pool, the monetary

possible because the Guarantee was aspect of its sovereignty when, with a

guarantee of solvency for the Irish system.clear conscience and a happy heart, it

passed the Maastricht Referendum by an
overwhelming majority in 1992, leading

Ireland

it went after that. | said well, | was still t0 Euromembership and an unprecedented
burning bondholders and it was 15-year economic boom. This was only
Government... | had the authority of the possible due to Euro membership with its
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necessary constraints on sovereignty. Theance companies, private investors,
bailout occurred in the context of a loss of charities, trusts etc.
sovereignty, it was not the cause of it, and  Portfolio managers generally diversify
exiting the bailout did not make the country their holdings to spread risk, so that any
sovereign again in this respect. given portfolio may contain up to 40 or
more different securities or 'lines’ and
Trichet's warnings to the Government there is generally an upper limit, often
with regard to bondholder burning are 5%, to which the portfolio manager may
completely logical on one level but curious be exposed on any given security. In other
on another. The bond market is anwords, therefore, the ownership of the
important source of financing for the banks Anglo bonds was very widely dispersed
and, in view of the need for the Irish banks and did not include European banks to any
to eventually return to the markets for significant extent.
financing, it was clearly inadvisable to A default by Anglo on its bonds then,
burn Senior Bondholders if this could be either at the time of the Guarantee or later,
avoided. For his own part, Trichet is also could not possibly have constituted, by
likely to have been concerned about theitself, any kind of systemic risk to the
overall stability of the Eurozone system European banking system for the very

its bankruptcy filing would have two
immediate effects: it would trigger default
clauses in CDS contracts referencing
Lehman, and it would terminate the
contracts that the firm had entered into as
a counterparty. Netting, settlement and
replacement of the respective positions
were known to raise operational risks.
More importantly, however, no hard
public information on the volume of CDS
contracts referencing Lehman or the net
amounts required to settle them was
available at the time of the bankruptcy.
The absence of such information created
great uncertainty about the capacity of
already strained money markets to
accommodate the anticipated correspond-
ing liquidity needs."

As explained in the first of these notes

and a default at that time, or earlier at thesimple reason that European banks did®" the Banking Inquiry (letterirish

time of the Guarantee, might have not own them.
imperilled this. But how exactly? An Anglo default at any time would,
however, have been systemic for confi-
RABBITTE SETSHARE RUNNING dence in the Irish system, which would in
After giving his own evidence to the turn have had serious systemic implica-
Inquiry in August, Pat Rabbitte gave an tions for the British, US and finally,
interview to RTE in which he suggested European systems. Trichet's warnings,
that it would be interesting to see a list of however brutal, were therefore apt.
Anglo subordinated bondholders because,
he implied, there may have been some FF  Why then was Trichet so adamant in
supporters/party contributors among them,his resistance to bondholder burning? As
and that is why the sub-debt was includedPresident of the ECB the stability of the
in the Guarantee. This of course wasEurozone financial system was part of his
likely just a smear and the Government is brief, butthe protection of private investors
unlikely to publish such a list, but a very against rogue bond issuers was not.
interesting list exists of the foreigninvest-  For a possible answer to this question it
ors in Anglo debt. It was published on is worth looking at the fallout from the
21st October 2010 by the blogger 'Guido Lehman crisis which occurred only two
Fawkes' aka Dublin-based Englishmanweeks before the Irish crisis. A note from
Paul Staines. Itis obviously notauthorita- the Bank for International Settlements
tive, but it has not, as far as | am aware,(BIS, the central bankers' Central Bank)
been disavowed by Anglo or by those entitled '3 market implications of the
named on it either. What is interesting Lehman bankruptcy' (Fender &

Political ReviewJan 2015), CDS deriva-
tives are a form of insurance bought by
those wishing to insure themselves against
—or to bet on—the possible default of
credit instrument such as bonds:

"...bondholders are not necessarily the
only people with an interest in the
performance of a bond. For the last 20
years or so, a financial instrument or
derivative, known as a Credit Default
Swap (CDS) has been available on the
markets, notionally as aform of insurance
against the occurrence of a default in the
payments due on the bonds to which they
are referenced. To call such instruments
'insurance' however is to stretch the
meaning of the word somewhat, since it
is not necessary to have an insurable
interestinthe underlying bond in order to
buy the CDS, any more than a betting
shop punter needs to have an ownership
interest in the horses that he bets on..."

Lehman as a seller of CDS was a

counterparty to such transactions, and its

about the list, which purportedly covers Gyntelberg, Dec 2008) lists Lehmans' CDS bankruptcy meant such insurance issued
the ownership of bonds worth @4bn, a (Credit Default Swaps) markets, money by it was worthless to the buyers. But as
fraction of Anglo's total bond issuance market funds and prime brokerage a bond issuer itself, Lehman was also a
and an even smaller fraction of its total activities as the main sources of market"reference entity"whose debt others
debt, is that there are few actual banks ordestabilisation. bought and sold CDS on.
it. Nearly all the named 'bondholders’, We can rule out prime brokerage
who are mainly Eurozone institutions, are activity in the Anglo case as it had none.
independent asset management companiel$ is also unlikely that longer term Anglo
or the asset management arms of bankshonds, particularly sub-debt, would have bouaht and sold ref ina Leh
not the banks themselves. featuredlargely in Euro area money market oug than Sf(tJh re grem;gz?oo% man wasl
Thouah these asset managers ma havfunds as these tend to favour short term,?omethIng OI efotrherot b nd, sc_averad
9 g YNAVE overnment and high quality commercial Imes the vajue of the actual bonas issue
bought Anglo debt, they are very unlikely . . gy Lehman. However traders in CDS
. . instruments. Thatleaves CDS as a possibl i . .
to have been the 'holders' of the debt, . S . . . offset or hedge their positions with one
. source of instability in the Irish situation. 4 I
except marginally. The debt would : ) another and with other market participants
. , According to the BIS: X .
actually have been owned or 'held’ by the via a process known d®etting out),
funds or portfolios which they manage on " The potential fallout of a Lehman which can be compared to the laying off of
behalf of their clients, which are separately ~ bankruptey in the $57.3 trillion CDS pets jn gambling terms, with the aim of
registered entities, and it is these funds Market was the one issue that attrade%inimising their losses in the event of a

. . . most attention in the days surrounding ,
and the investors in them which would the company's bankruptcy fiings. The deffault. _Wher_1 _they sat down and 'netted
have borne the losses in the event of @  concemns arose from Lehman's centralout' their positions in October 2008, a
default. These investors would in turn

_ _ _ role as amajor counterparty and referencemonth  after the bankruptcy filing, the
have been a mix of pension funds, insur-  entity in that market. It was known that total in net losses that were actually

According to theFT, The 'notional’
value, i.e. the total value and therefore
total potential loss, of the CDS insurance



transferred, orinsurance actually paid out,should fail and no bondholders be burr

between the buyers and sellers of CDS, ¢ Inquiry could have asked any of
was $5.2bn. Although this final amount  ,mber of experts who appeared befc
was manageable in the end, the fear that ifj, o including Jean Claude Trichd

might not have been was enough to givepimself, what precise vectors of contagid
markets worldwide a heart attack.

o failedtodo so. As aresultthe internatiory
A similar fear of the effect, not on banking sector itself and its derivatiyj

bondholders but on the institutions issuing 'weapons of mass destruction' has mord oln

CDS, of a bond default by Anglo and the |ess escaped any analysis, criticism
othertroubled Irish banks could have beenplame for its role in the crisis in Ireland.
another more immediate reason forwas all Fianna Fail's fault.

Trichet's strong insistence that no bank Sean Owens

they were afraid of during the crisis, bl

t. about the origin of Fianna Fail is made in
a the course of a dispute with Francis
reMackey about the assertion of Irish
¢ independence with relation to international
nlaw. The heading on his letteSsvereign
t Independence Is Only Achieved In
o International Law  And the First Dail
L (1919) of course had no standing in
international law. Therefore it was an
orillegal assembly which usurped the powers
t of the lawful Government, the one
recognised by International Law? He
denies that this is the implication of his

Mansergh And 'International Law’

position. He says!l regard every Dail
from the first to the 31st as lawful
parliaments"
But, he continues:
"sovereign independence is only

actually achieved in international law,
when two conditions are satisfied,

The Fianna Fail Party disowned its defeated Turkey that made it possible to
origins in practice many years ago. It hasdismantle the Irish Treaty without British
now condemned those origins through themilitary intervention in support of its
pen of its intellectual—it has only got one Treaty rights.
but has become as scatter-brained as if it The Treatyites, during their brief period

effective control of the state being
established and the winning of
international recognition... The very
first step the First Dail took was to send
a message to the free nations of the world

seeking recognition of Ireland's national
status. Recognition was not forthcoming
from any other country until the treaty
establishing the the Free State came into
force on December 6 1922"

had many—Dr. Martin Mansergh, adviser of dominance, might in the mid-1920s
to FF Taoiseachs. In a letter to theh  have provided for democratic development
News(Sept 7) he refers tthe futility of  of the Free State by repealing the Treaty
the civil war". Oath to the Crown. If they had done that,
FiannaFail, while it stood for something they would not have had to spend a
distinctive in Irish public life, was the generation inthe wilderness. They chose—when De Valera Frank Aiken, Sean
Civil War party. Its strength lay in its instead to try to prolong their dominance Lemass, Sean Mac Entee, etc., the first
opposition to the 'Treaty' imposed by by effectively dis-franchising the resurg- Fianna Fail Government of ten years later,
Britain, which it carried to the length of ence of anti-Treaty sentiment by means ofrefused to recognise it as legitimate or
armed resistance to the Treaty State thathe Oath, and by playing on the fear of ademocratic.
was imposed by the Collins-CosgraveBritish reconquest in a situation where  So Mansergh regards the First Dail as
wing of Sinn Fein with British arms. Britain had obviously become incapable lawful even though it was not recognised
It did not take the confused Treaty of undertaking such a thing. in 'international law'. And he does not
Election of 1922, held under threat that a explain how he regards the Government
vote against the Treaty would lead to The 1931 Statute of Westminster was whose sovereign authority in Irelangs
British re-conquest, and of which the no more than acknowledgement of anrecognised ininternational law: the British
outcome was in any case unclear becausexisting reality. It was not a policy. And Government! In 1919-21 were theveo
of the Treatyite change of policy on the the "sovereignty of Commonwealth lawful Governments in Ireland, at war
eve of the Election, to be a legitimate countries"had been an accepted fact long with each other?
exercise in democracy. It was before 1931, and long before 1914 The
subsequently rewarded for this by theColonies proper—the British settlements  If we have to take the fiction of ‘inter-
electorate when the British war-threat that had become states—wpegtnersin ~ national law' as a reality, then the Dublin
receded and people again voted accordin@ritain's world Empire. The notion that Castle Government must be recognised as
to their ideals instead of their fears. Britain might have made war on them to the legitimate sovereign power in Ireland
compel themto do its bidding has no basisand the Dail must be regarded as being in
The political endorsement of the anti- in Britain's actual relationship with them. unlawful rebellion against it.
Treaty position after the Treatyite military They were, in the wording of a famous International Law in 1919 was the
victory put the Treatyite leaders out of and influential Liberal Imperial writer of Versailles Conference. Dail representa-

Office for a generation, during which the 1880s, Sir Charles Dilké&reater
Fianna Fail repealed the obnoxiousBritain.

features of the Treaty which Britain had
used to bring aboutthe 'Civil War', and did that long ago?

so without seeking the permission of the There is a delusion, to which certai
Imperial Power. intellectuals seem to be prone, that wh

tives sent to Versailles were locked out of
the Conference. And, under the practices

Didn't Erskine Childers explain all of adopted by the Conference, international

law in its bearing on Ireland was British
n law.
at The Conference was a meeting of the

Mansergh says that it was the 1931came about through a particular sequencdour victorious Empires of the World
Statute of Westminster that allowed Fiannaof events would have come about anyway.War—the British, French, Italian and

Fail to repeal the Treaty. A more realistic Hence the conclusion abdthe futility of
view is that it was the weakening of the the civil war".

Imperial will as a consequence of its failure
to impose its subjugating Treaty on

Japanese—for the purpose of sharing out
and ordering the world which they had
won. And each recognised the sovereignty

Mansergh's condemnatory remark of the others over their holdings.
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As to"the free nations of the world~  edthem, by supportive bombing, to destroy same time that it is a war-crime to kill the
which were they? Steps had been takerthe Libyan State. civilian population of an enemy state as a
before the end of the War to ensure that This year the same three Powersmilitary tactic.
there was no substantial body of neutralwithdrew recognition fromthe established  Regardless of the morality of the issue—
states in the world which might have satin Government of Syria and recognised and morality is out of place in wars between
moral judgement on the victors. The Islamist groups as the legitimate Syrian major states—there has always been
largest group of potentially free statesauthority. But Russia continued to disagreementabout whether the Japanese
(neutrals) was on the American Continent, recognise the Assad Government—the oneGovernment was determined to resist the
south of the USA. Washington, treating with a seat at the UN—as legitimate and American invasion to the last man. And it
these as its client states under the Monroeupplies it with arms to resist the Islamist was suggested that Hiroshima and
Doctrine, insisted that they should declarerebellion. Neither Washington nor Nagasakiwere obliterated for the purpose
war on Germany, even though thoseMoscowisactinginbreach of International of terrifying Stalin with the demonstration
declarations were useless militarily. Law in this matter. Neither is subject to ofthe newwonder-weapon—meaning that

International Law is at the best of times what passes for law at the UN. They itwas the first major Western action in the
a tricky business of ideology and propa- exempted themselves fromitwhen setting Cold War that now started amongst the
ganda. Woodrow Wilson, before up the UN in 1945. They were in full States had had defeated Nazi Germany. If
becoming President, denied that it wasagreementthat each should retain absoluteo, it was a failure. Stalin wasn't terrified.
law at all. And whatever semblance of sovereignty, clearly established beyond
reality it might have before the outbreak the UN semblance of law.
of amajorwar falls away whenthefighting  Talk about International Law in these

starts. Then, atthe end, the victors alwayircumstances is fit only for pub-talk. dealtwith Germany, R_USSiaWas preparing
conclude that they had made war lawfully * to repudiate its neutrality Treaty with Japan

for some beneficial human purpose and Asthe United Nations was being formed and make war on 't__Wh!Ch itdid acouple
that the defeated states acted wickedlyin 1945 the United States nuclear bombedOf days after the Hiroshima bomb.
and unlawfully. That's how the game is two undefended Japanese citiesfar behind ) ) _
played. the frontline of the War. Thereasongiven Hiroshima was the climax of the air-
The League of Nations was set up byfor this was that, by killing Japanese War against enemy C|\{|I|ans, which was
the Versailles Conference, as a worldcivilians on a large scale, the US speedede major military practice of the Western
authority. States seeking admission hadup the unconditional surrender of the Allies. And that was why the Luftwatfe
to agree that Germany had broken inter-Japanese Government and saved the live¥/aS exempted from war-crimes prose-
national law in 1914. During the 1930s of thousands of American soldiers. This cutions at Nuremberg.
Britain collaborated actively with Hitler reason is held to be a self-evident International Law!! _
in breaking the restrictions which it had justification, even though it is said at the Brendan Clifford
imposed on Germany under the Versailles
Treaty. Then it decided to make war gn
Germany again, andin doing soitsetasifde
the League.

The and World War ended with the 11ISN Foreign Affairs September 2015.

setting up of a more pretentious intef- o _ ) _
national body than the League, the Unit¢d*  The editorial has an impressive range* Manus O'Riordan reports on Europgan

Nations. The victorious Powers that skt@nd historical perspective on a specific Workers' Group efforts to fight furth
up the UN were Russia and the USA, apdcurrent political issue, tZhe refugees from deregulation.

they exempted themselves from the systenihe Middle East.

of law connected with the UN. Britain *  Also two reviews of books on France
France and China (a US client state jn* Pat Muldowney writes on the British and the fight against religion, and trayel
1945) were also granted exemptionk.War preparations pre-1914, and Erskinenotes from the Crimea.

Whatever they do cannot be found to be[inChilders’role in this.
breach of international law becaude

A more likely reason was to get Japan
defeated without Russian help. Having

1%
=

. ) . . : : ; On-line sales of books
International Judge is the Security Coungil *  Pat Walsh discussing WW1 and its o
in which they all have Vetoes. They cdn twenty-first century consequences writes: pamphlets and magazines:
throw accusations of war crimes at ea¢h "In conclusion we should say if it were httpS://
other, butitis all mere name-calling. "our war' here’s what We' did: Killed

thousands who did us no harm; destroyed www.atholbooks-
Itwas understood for decades thatstafes o great Muslim state that brought

admitted to secondary sovereignty &s stability in the region for five centuries; sales.org
members of the UN must not be tampered created the modern Middle East and its
with territorially, and had the right t insolvable problems; helped bring about

shape their own governing systems and|to the Zionistproj_ect; undermined the Greek
suppress rebellions. That understandihg State and its independence; and helped Look Up the

; produce the destruction of the ancient
ha‘?vcg\;ve?;\?seg;cl)s{ﬁ?égi?‘/the Veto Poweks Christian communities of Asia Minor. Athol Books
And all for Home Rule (which never .
declared that they no longer consider¢d actually came)! So rémember to archive on the Internet
the Gadaffi Government of Libya to bg ~ commemorate 1916 with pride. It was ~ www.atholbooks.org
lawful or legitimate and they transferre against all of this!"

'recognition’ to Islamist militias and help




StarandSunday Worldnexchange INM's  than other countries (12.03 euro per hour
Newspreadcompany will manage the compared to 9.84 in Sweden; 9.83 in

S h distribution ofThe Irish Timedtremains  Germany; 9.00 in France; 8.57 in the UK).
OrtS to be seen if this cosy cartel will save both  The tax burden on the low paid is also
newspapers. much lower. 5% in the Republic compared
from to 10% in the UK; 19% in Belgium; 22%
the Long Fellow THE EcoNnomy in France; 26% in Germany.

The Long Fellow believes that things Ireland has one of the highest minimum
are never as bad as they appear, but thevages along with the lowest tax burdens.
corollary is that they are never as good as In2013 an OECD survey of 15 countries
they seem either. Unemployment hasinthe EU found that 16.4% of people aged
for the first 6 months of 2015 show a dipped below _10% from a peak of almost between 18 and 64 were at ri_sk of poverty.
persistent decline in newspaper salesls%'_The natl_onal debt as a percent oonr those at work (the working poor) the
Daily sales were down 5.4% on the sam GDPis beglr_mlng to fall. We are now the figure was 7.1%. o
period in 2014. The tabloid markete%aSteSt growing economy in the EU with  The corresponding figures for Irelant_j
performed particularly badly: thaily an expected growth rate of over 4%. Andwere 1_4% gnd 3.1% for employ_ees. This
Mirror was down 14%: thelerald was . _ Iatterf|gure|stht_'-3 sgcond lowestin E_urope
down 6.7%. Only thrish Daily Mail The ITong F_ellqw has been talkmg_to after Flnl_and. Itis likely that the_ at_ rl_sk of
managed to avoid losing sales, remaininieOple in the |r_1d|genous manufacturing p_ovgr_ty flgurg for Ireland has diminished
at a figure of 48,133, _ectp_r and he finds the_lt there has be_en gignificantly since 2013 as unemployment

The 'quality’ market did not fare much significant _slowdown since April of this has dropped. _ o
better. BothThe Irish Timesnd thdrish ~ Y&&" And in the retal_l sector we've had Coffeyalsohas somelnterestl_ngflgures
Examinerdropped by 5.2% to 76,194 and two flagship companies or brands thaton value added. Value added is revenue
33,198 respectively. Thsh Independent have gone_to_the waII:_CIerys and Boyers.less purchases or labour costs pIu; profit.
declined by less (2.5%) and consolidated The statlstl_csdon't_lle.Butthey_must be 68% of_valuc_e added by domestically-
its position as the market leader at primJnterpreted w!th caution. There is a real owned firms is accounted for by Iabou_r
sales of 109,524, recovery, butitis necessary to understand_:osts. The (_)nly country that exceeds this

There has been a consistent pattern iMvhy. The_ Long Fellow suspects that t_he is France with a figure _of 70%.
recent years. Thendependenthas recovery is asart_asultofan overcorrection F(_)rthez_accommodatlon andfqod_sector
haemorrhaged sales less profusely than it uring the recessmn.Th_e banks are flndmgthe flgur_e is 82% for Ireland, which is the
main rivalThe Irish Timesin recent years that not so many of their bad debts are inhighest in Europe.
theTimeshas failed to hold onto journalists fact bad. NAMA is likely to make a profit All of these flgures s_uggest thgt t.he
such as Dan O'Brien and Tom Lyons ey the loans, V\_/hlch some commentatorsRepubhc of Ireland_ is qq|te an egalitarian
falling sales have led to cutbacks ir]thought at_the time were overvaIL_Jed. Thesociety. The scep_tlcs might say that othgr
editorial resources. Itappears that itsglor)JosseS which the State was prOJec_ted toEurqpean co_uptrlgs have. better pub_llc
days are behind it. From the early 1960stc§nake on the banks are not quite asservices. But.|t is h_|ghly_ noucea_blethat_m
the beginning ofthiscenturyitexperiencedenormous as was feared. The housmghosg counFrles w_|th high quality p_ubhc
an almost uninterrupted upwardtrajectorybUbble has proved notto be quite as frothyservices (|nclud|ng water serw_ces)
culminating in sales of nearly 120,000.aswasflrstsu_spected.Wenowapparentlyaveryone—|nc;lud_mg the low paid—
But since then its decline has beenhave a .housm_g s.hortage. As a res_ultmakesacontrlbutlon.
precipitous. Its current level of sales jgéconomic prolecnor_\s and economic
equivalent to its 1970s level when theactivity have been adjusted upwards. o IRisH RETAIL
population of the 26 Counties was one Neverthele;s, there may be Anothe_r significant feature of the In;h
third less. devel_opments in the world economy t_hat economy |sthe _number of people worlgng

The previous Managing Director bodeﬂ_lfoﬂrelan_d. Excessmanufac_:turlng in retail. This is about 90_,000, whlc_:h
pursued anincoherentstrategyofinvestiniapac'ty in China has resulted in _that represents 3% ofthe popu_Iatlon ofwork_lng
heavily in both the Internet and print ountryW|II|ngtosupplyatcheaperpnces age._OnIythe L_JK has_a h_|gher proportllon
facilities. It was probably inevitable that and lower production runs. The Long working in retail (confirming Napoleon's

the Internet would undermine print sales,!:ellow notices that there has been anview that Britain is a nation of

: . in cheap injection moulded partsshopkeepers!).
but it was not very sensible for the papeljncrease_ Inche .
to accentuate this trend. from China which has posed a challenge Coffey deduces that, since the level of

Thecurrentfigurespromptthequestionto |ntd|genous manufacturing in this pr?rtlj_uctlwiy |strL]mI|ker tofdl\:ﬁrgﬁ. T}L:Ch |
of whether more than one quality country. in this sector, the reason for the high leve

newspaper is viable in the State. The of employment in Ireland and the UK is

Examinerlooks like it is reverting toits | - <tS CLf?W,PA\;t. | f[hetl';]_there Its alh|ghetrtproport|o|n of peotple
Cork roots, while the largest shareholder economist Seamus Coffey's article in this sector in part time employment.

in the independent group—Denis of 9th Augustin thSunday Independent  The Igvel of part time employment ir_1
O'Brien—has suggested that thenes suggests that, while more can be done orthe retail sector means that a large section
and Independentwill need to share the issue of low pay, we compare very of the workforce is at_ the.b.eck and call of
resources, if both aretosurvive.TheIatesiNe" with our EU ne|_ghbo_urs. their employers_ vyh|le living at a onv
annual report of the Independent Group Alquqld person|sdef|nedz_assomeoneste.mdar.d of Ilvm_g.. _The _State is

: . who is paid less than two thirds of the unintentionally subsidising this practice
(INM) notes that INM will avail of the ) . . .
Irish Timesexcess printing capacity to national medlan wage. Butlrela_nd has theby giving necessary welfare subsidies to
printtwo of its newspapers: thiésh Daily second highest median wage in the EU.such workers.

Therefore the low paid threshold is higher  There is no doubt part time work suits
11
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some people, but what was the exceptionmultinationals, but the 2 billion that thdy a gender revolution, it is not an agrarian
has now become the rule. It used to be thepay to the Irish State represents 80% offtheevolution, it is not a religious revolution,
case that 20% of employees in Dunnestotal Corporation Tax paid to the Statg. and it is not a revolution of any single
Stores were part-time. According to a The above figures don't take accountofaspect of human nature. It is a political
recent reportit now appears that only 20%the knock on effects such as the goods pndevolution that overthrows one form of
are full time. services that small Irish companies providepolitical power for another and in doing so
In cases where an excessive amount oto multinationals here. Multinationalsdof't it impinges on all other aspects of life.
a company's employees work part time take business from small Irish companiges,And in that it has been totally successful
the State should consider clawing backbut the opposite: they provide soacentenary celebration would be more

from such companies some of the welfareopportunities. appropriate than a mere commemoration.
supports it gives to employees. But it is so much easier for our professors
IrRIsH RuGBY to go on about what should have been and

MULTINATIONAL SECTOR The Long Fellow came across @an whatmighthave beenandwhateveryou're

The ubiquitous Seamus Coffey popped interview with the former French Rughly having yourself.

up again: this time iMhe Irish Times international Sebastien Chabal, who was

(18.8.15). No doubt Denis O'Brien would nicknamed thé'Beast" because of his Professor Foster said that Revolution
approve of such sharing of resources (seavild hirsute visage. In truth his bark was was a matter of temperament. Many
above). Coffey's article on the probably worse than his bite. He rargly people had a change of temperament in
Multinational sector gives pause for started for the national team. He was mpstthe pre-1916 era but 1916 was more an
thought. Foreign multinationals in the often used as an impact sub. end than a beginning for them and therefore
Republic of Ireland employ 100,000direct  The unremarkable interview was abqut another disappointment was elaborated
jobs, which is less than 5% of total the forthcoming Rugby World cup. Bfit on. Then there were people like P. S.
employment. But the sector contributes the Long Fellow found his comments abgut O'Hegarty who were shocked and dis-
disproportionately to the economy. Every the Irish Team interesting: appointed by the violence of it all—this is
year it pays 6 billion euro in wages; invests aregular theme by Foster. P.S. seemed to

L S . "They are humble and discreet apd ; . "
3 billion; and pays 2 billion in Corporation have a real taste for hard work. We mbst €nvisage arevolution to overthrow British

=

Tax. be wary of them". rule without the need for violence. Luckily,
In recent years there has been criticism his brother Sean was not so simpleminded
of the amount of tax paid by foreign  Allez les Verts! or he would not have taken over from

Terence MacSwiney as O/C of the Cork
No.1 Brigade and lead it so spectacularly
during the height of the mostintense period
in the most intense area of the War. P.S.
opted out but then took a cushy job with
) the Free State.
Re-| nterpreting 19167 Toaquestion about the British response
tothe 1918 Election, Foster putit all down
"Reinterpreting the Revolution: A participated as part of a people who againt© Mmilitary figures like Sir Henry Wilson.
Centenary Discussion on the Easter 1916and again voted—and then had to fight—AS if people like him were running the
Rising"was a public meeting held on 2nd for an independent state. Ferriter seems t@fitish Government! The fact is that the
September, 2015 at the London Irish see classes as some abstract entities th@0St democratic Government and
Centre. The panel were Roy Foster (Carrollcan exist outside their actual historical Parliament that Britain had ever elected
Professor of Irish History atthe University context. It seems to have escaped thes@nctioned and supported the war waged
of Oxford and a Fellow of Hertford Professor that Connolly is what he is 29&instthe Irish democracy. Butthisis not
College, Oxford), Louise Ryan (Professor because he put the Irish working class inSomething to be probed too deeply by the
of Sociology and Co-Director of the Social that context. likes of Foster —a democracy waging war
Policy Research Centre at Middlesex There was wonder expressed in later2gainst another democracy!
University, London). Maurice Walsh discussion at how and why the Irish state Whatwas notmentioned is that the one
(author of The News From lIreland: had survived so well when many others Outstanding member of that Parliament
Foreign Correspondents and the Irish have not. Is notthe key to that the fact thatVh0 appreciated Ireland's case was the
Revolutiod, and Diarmaid Ferriter there was such national unity in the first future fascistleader, Oswald Mosley, who
(Professor of Modern Irish History at place? A nation that cannot encompasscrossedthefloor of the House of Commons
University College Dublin). and harness all its elemental forces ofon the issue. The fact thatonly he did sois
classes, creeds, traditions etc. is not likely2 yardstick by which to judge the British
The main speakers presented a varieyl0 Survive "the slings and arrows of ~democracy in relation to Ireland. - But
of negative views about the Irish Revolu- Outrageous fortunddut the Irish state has  credit where creditis due.

tion. Ferriter claimed it nourished the done so for nearly a century. Foster seems to have developed a
myth of a classless society—butthe partici-  Ferriter delighted in quoting O'Higgins fixation about Muriel MacSwiney. She is
pants in the Revolution must have beenabout it being a most conservative revolu-on the cover of his latest book, in which he
pretty stupid ifthey denied or tried to deny tion. Ferriter's logic being that it should describes and he quotes her anti-Catholic
classesintheir society. AnIrish revolution have been a social revolution or it was notsentiments. He referred to her communist
in which all classes participated is a really worthwhile. He does not know that affiliations at the meeting. But he tries to
historical fact that even a modern Irish a national revolution is a national revolu- putherinto his portrayal of disappointment
professor must recognise. The classesion. It is not a social revolution, it is not about the revolution and paints her as an

Report



example of the some kind of existential he was representing a successful RepupliRuth Dudley Edwards ranted in the
angstthat followed this failed revolution that owed its existence to 1916. "Sunday Independenth August 30th:
of his. And all the "reinterpreting” by the "Since the mid-19th century, when
I met Muriel and she did not have any luminaries at this and other commemola- nationalism got its grip on us, we have
suchangst or disappointment about her tions must acknowledge this elemenial been politically a necrophiliac culture,
political life despite some horrific personal fact. It would of course be too much fo ~ worshipping our dead and seeking in
experiences. To her the establishedexpectthem to explainit and doitjustige. ~their words and deeds instructions on
Republic suffered a serious setback by the Jack Lane how we, the living, should conduct our
betrayal of those who joined with the lives. We revere martyrs and use them to
A o create a hunger for martyrdom. It's a kind
British in destroying it in 1922. To her a Sean O'Hegarty, O/C First Cork Brigade,

: : of Irish Catholic version of Islamist
battle was lost—but not the war—and she  Irish Republican Army by Kevin Girvin. fanaticism with the Proclamation of the
simply did all she could to reverse that _ €21, £17.50

. . . . Irish Republic taking the place of the
setback. Her political life was all of a > Days OfThe lIrish Republic (cyewitness

) accountof1916),by L.G. Redmond-Howard. Eorzn"i(Thﬁ llgSh.Rethj)bhcan rl}?_»ro_thelg_
piece. Contains a profile of Roger Casement, 0od, aka the Fenians, began this in a big

written during his trial; the Irish Case for the way after nationalism became sexy in the
And there was an address by Irish League of Nations; and a play written second half of the nineteenth century.
jointly with Harry Carson (the Ulster leader’s

Ambassador Mulhall, whoremindedthose ) “Intro. by Brendan Clifford.
inthe audience that needed reminding that €21, £17.50 N

D

So, in the wake of the Famine, Fenian-
ism emerged as a 'sexy' nationalist
response! Edwards continued:

"They (the IRB) metaphorically dug
up failed revolutionaries like Wolfe Tone
and Robert Emmett ... and by celebrating
them as role models, inspired new
generations to Kkill for Ireland... Then
there's the scandal of Jeremiah O
‘Donovan Rossa, the most bloodthirsty
Fenian of them all. As the historian Dr
Carla King putit, atatime 'when the Irish
Government and people are loud in our
support of reconciliation after the
experience of decades of bombing
campaigns in British and Irish cities, the
first act in our official commemoration
of the 1916 events {sic—MO'R} is to
honour a man who dedicated his life to
attempts to bomb his way to Irish
independence'. The men of 1916,
themselves inspired by Tone, Emmett
and all the other patriot poster boys, have
inspired IRA hardliners for a century to
kill and injure and torture their political
opponents.”

Getting It Right On Rossa And The Fenians

Redmondites, who profess to love  That very evening, at a book launch
Parnell, would probably share the umbrage hosted by Glasnevin Trust, Shane Kenna,
of the rest of us if a keynote speaker at aauthor of the biographyJeremiah
Parnell Commemoration were to say of O'Donovan Rossa—Unrepentant Fenian”
his response to the Phoenix Park comprehensively refuted Meleady.
assassinations, carried out by the Invin- (Kenna's subsequent letter, published in
cibles in 1882"Parnell wrote to Fenian  the "lrish Independent’on August 7th,
activist Patrick Egan, though this is wasrepublished inthe Septemberissue of
disputed, that though he regretted 'the "Irish Political Review")
accident' of Cavendish's death, '‘Burke got  Notwithstanding that direct refutation
no more than his dessertsOutrageous, on July 30th, and notwithstanding the fact
of course, for though this 'letter’ was that the facsimile of the 1915 Souvenir
published by the LonddiTimes'in 1887,  Programme, reproduced by Glasnevin
the Parnell Commission of 1888-9 Trustitself to mark the funeral centenary,
established that it was a forgery, with the had opened with Mrs O'Donovan Rossa's
forger Piggott committing suicide, and own immediate refutation of th®aily
Parnell receiving substantial libeldamages Telegraph" lies, the Chairman of
from that particulatpaper of record: Glasnevin TrustJohn Green could not Sean Moylan was one of the most

But what of the resurrection and be weaned away from the Meleady spin.outstanding IRA leaders in the War of
perpetuation by Redmondites themselvesAtthe State Commemoration in Glasnevin!ndependence and—a fact even conceded
of British press forgeries about other Irish Cemetery on August 1st, John Greenby revisionists—one ofits noblestcharact-
leaders who, being dead, were in no behaved like a dog with a bone. In his€rs. The close friendship of this carpenter
position to sue? This July 30th, theésh  oration he regurgitated the yarn of Rossgand future Minister for Education) with
Independentprovided such a Redmondite becoming a born-again Redmondites, thertist Sean Kesting resulted not only in a
platform to Dermot Meleadythe author  only caveatadded was that theDaily ~ fine portrait of Moylan himself but, more
of a two-volume biography of John Telegraph'accountwas disputed’And  important, in that powerful portrait of the
Redmond, 'Redmond the Parnellite’ and so the"lrish Examiner”could speculate Men under his commandMen of the
'John Redmond: the National Leader" about Rossa's Fenianism on August 3rd:South*Moylan's 1953 memoir, published
each launched, in tumn, by John Bruton gyt gig that change? John Green, 2y '€ Aubane Historical Society,
and Kevin Myers. Under the heading of  chairman of Glasnevin Trust, spoke of PréSented a rather different picture than
"Lethal legacy of Pearse's oration atthe  O'Donovan Rossa as the ‘unrepentanf’® Dudley Edwards caricature, of the

grave of O'Donovan RossaMeleady Fenian', but said he later gave a (disputedf-€nian inspiration behind that freedom
proceeded to broadcast: interview to the 'Daily Telegraph'inwhich struggle:

he had said he had lost all hatred for the
British government and he lamented his

"By the end of his life, however, Rossa . € men
part in the doctrine of assassination."

had become, according to the 'Daily

Telegraph's' New York correspondent, a '
‘'mild and genial old gentleman’ who had Other opponents of the O'Donovan

long ago ‘lost all hatred ... against the R0SSaCentenary Commemoration adopt-
British government'. And the paper ed a different tack to that of Meleady.
produced a telegram from him expressing Under the heading ofStill obediently
sympathy with the Allied cause." following the Fenian instruction booklet"

"The memory of Patrick Pickett and of
Batt Raleigh {respectively, the Fenian
brother of Moylan's grandmother, and
the Fenian brother of his grandfather—
MO'R} flashed into my mind and | cast
my thoughts back to the Fenians | had
known in my own youth. They were all
workingmen, and as far as | remember,
employed in poorly paid occupations...

13
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They were all poor men and they were

High frequency multiple reproductions

beaten... Butthe Fenian organisation, theof a single letter! Yet only one historian

Fenian effort, the Fenian sacrifice was
the humus forming the rich soil out of
which burgeoned the red bloom of 1916

could be found to appropriately respond
to that media carpet bombing campaign.

and the fruit, sweet and bitter, but finally !N his"Irish Times'letter of August 31, Dr
wholesome, of 1921, 1922 and 1923. Brian P Murphy pointed out:

Because it has become the fashion in
many quarters nowadays to question the
wisdom of the men who served Ireland
under arms from April 1916 to April
1923; because not only their wisdom but
their motives, their courage, their selfless-
ness, are, too, often impugned, I think it
may be of some interest if | set out on a
voyage of discovery of the motives that
brought me, who had neither physique
nor courage, nor soldierly flair, nor
capacity, into a movement where guns
alone talked, where force was the only
arbitrament; into a fight in which, the
odds counted, it was unwise to expect
success; that set my feet on a road on
which those who walked to Journey's
End frequently found only a jail or a
gibbet."

Carla King is the granddaughter of
Sean Keating, and beyond doubt an expert
on Michael Davitt. The King letter, cited
by Dudley Edwards, was published by the
"Irish Times"on August 4th. In th#8rish
Times"of August 15th, the Professor of
History at National University of Ireland,
Diarmaid Ferriter, opined:

"The ceremony prompted a thought-
provoking letter to this newspaper from
historian Carla King, peerless in her
expertise on Michael Davitt, to highlight
that Davitt saw O'Donovan Rossa as a
dangerous buffoon and that, given his
devotion to terrorism, a word he used
himself, 'itis deeply saddening that ... the
first act ..." {etc, etc}".

"Stephen Collins raises critical quest-
ions about the recent commemoration of
O'Donovan Rossa and, at the same time,
calls for more prominence to be given to
the events surrounding the campaign for
Home Rule. Itis significant that, in fact,
there was a connection between the two
events in the summer of 1915. On May
19 ... the accession of Bonar Law, Arthur
Balfour, Walter Long and Sir Edward
Carson to the cabinet effectively marked
the end of the Home Rule Act... Itwas in
this context that the funeral of O'Donovan
Rossa took place on August 1, and the
large attendance was, in part, occasioned
by the failure of the policy of Home Rule.
Contrary to the impression given by
Stephen Collins and Carla King, there
was no attempt to endorse the indiscrim-
inate bombing campaign of Rossa in his
younger days. Patrick Pearse had made it
quite clear to Joe McGarrity, on August
12, 1914, when informing him of the
weapons landed at Howth that 'the
ammunition landed is useless. It consists
of explosive, which are against the rules
of civilised war and which, therefore, we
are not serving out to the men.' It was in
this spirit that Pearse spoke of Rossa's
dream of national independence as
expressed in a free and independent Irish
republican government. Significantly,
several companies of Redmond's National
Volunteers ... joined the IRB and National
Volunteers in the procession to
Glasnevin—a clear indication that the
creation of an English coalition cabinet,
allied to the tragedies of war, had

"O'Donovan Rossawas not the greatest
man of the Fenian generation, but he was
its most typical man. He was the man that
to the masses of his countrymen then and
since stood most starkly for the Fenian
idea... Older and more prominent than
the man who, when the time comes to
write his biography, will be recognised
as the greatest of the Fenians—John
Devoy—Rossa held a unique place in the
hearts of Irish men and Irish women...
And this again explains why the English
hated him above all the Fenians. They
hated him as they hated Shane O'Neill,
and as they hated Parnell, but more... No
man, no government, could either break
or bend him. Literally, he was incapable
of compromise. He could not even parley
with compromisers. Nay, he could not
act, even for the furtherance of objects
held in common, with those who did not
hold and avow all his objects. It was
characteristic of him that he refused to
associate himself with the 'new departure’
by which John Devoy threw the support
of the Fenians into the land struggle
behind Parnell and Davitt; even though
the Fenians compromised nothing and
even though their support were to mean
(and did mean) the winning of the land
war. Parnell and Davitt he distrusted,;
Home Rulers he always regarded as either
foolish or dishonest. He knew only one
way; and suspected all those who thought
there might be two. And while Rossa was
thus unbending, unbending to the point
of impracticability, there was no acerbity
in his nature... | have not yet seen any
account of his last hours; the cabling of
such things would imperil the Defence of
the Realm. Enough to know that that
valiant soldier of Ireland is dead; that the
unconquered spirit is free."

As already stated, all this had been

"Irish Times" Political Editor Stephen
Collins added his tuppennny ha'penny's
worth:

combined to expose the true character ofrepublished by Glasnevin Trust which, on
English rule in Ireland and to create a September 17th, formally hosted the
new dynamic in Irish life. For these O'Donovan Rossa Centenary Exhibition
will be fitting to commemorate the Easter panied by a"Hlstory_ Ireland Hed_ge
Rising in the same spirit."” School on the sub_]eq deeremla_h

of events leading to the commemoration O'anovan Ro_ssa: his life and afte_r-llfe"
of the 1916 Rising kicked off with a __'/en both Ruth Dudley Edwards and Chaired by"History Ireland” Editor
formal event to mark the funeral of Fenian CarlaKing condemnnotonly the centenary Tommy Graham, the panel consisted of
leader O'Donovan Rossa at which Padraigtommemoration but the original Rossa Cork University historian Gabriel Doherty,
Pearse delivered his famous oration... Infuneral ceremony itself, with the former Galway University historian Conor Mc

a letter to the ‘lrish Times' a few days bellowing necrophilia and the latter Namara, O'Donovan Rossa biographer
later, historian Carla King pointed out charging hagiography, one wonders if Shane Kenna, and Judith Campbell, author
]Ehat O'Donovan Rossa stood above all gjiher of them have ever read the actualof a forthcoming biography of O'Donovan
or apolicy ofterrorismin which ordinary . e .

English people, including children, were Souvenir programme produced by the Ross_as W|dovv_,_Mary Jfar_le I_rwm, a most
murdered in a campaign of bombing in Funeral Committee in 1915, and repro- formidable political activist in her own
the 1880s that undermined Support for duced by both Glasnevin Trust and Slnnright_

nationalist demands... ‘It is therefore Fein in 2015. It contains not one buttwo A quite useful and informative discus-
deeply saddening {etc, etc}'... concluded contributions from Pearse—the Gravesidesion ensued. All the panel were agreed in
King... There has already been a panegyric that was to prove so inspiring, expressing disdain for Carla King's
considerable amount of thoughtful debate 5 ..ompanied by a Character Study thatcontention that there should have been no
and reflection about the series of events . . .

that led to independence, but there is avas bof[h perceptive a_nd penetrat!ng.cpmmemor_atm_n of Rossa, on account of
danger this could be swamped by the DiSProving any allegations of hagio- his championing of terrorism. Conor
commemoration of the Rising next graphy, Pearse critically profiled Rossa's McNamara was particularly outspoken,
Easter." character: saying that, if Rossa was responsible for

A week later, on August 22nd, the

"Just two weeks ago, the programme



the deaths of a number of casualties of the  the time. Allmy family although entirely  population of 8,000,000, two millions were
dynamite campaign, John Redmond must  Ifish by race (O Murchadha) were West destroyed in the same period by hunger,

be held accountable for the slaughter of Brito?hs,tEnngisti;]lmperialiit% bu;[ ' tr:jirélfd by hunger-fever, and emigration to escape
tens of thousands. now that my fatherwas a jbera’ and di hunger-fever.

. . not like the famine. The Irish famine was
This was too much for an agitated John  NOT cAUSED by the failure of the

Green, Chairman of Glasnevin Trust, who - potato crop, that happened all over rogistance to the course of British policy
intervened to express his dissent fromthe Western Europe, there were however : ;
depiction of Redmond adslaughterman”  plenty of crops in Ireland (wheat, barley Eag.t heir i S”pEprelsseg' a?:d thel'r
(his term), arguing that British Army  €tc). The capitalists in Ireland exported P0dI€S transported to England's bena
recruitmentin Ireland had its own dynamic ~ ©© Make money and thus caused theSettlements. Next, the Tenant League,

: ine." founded by Gavan Du Geo. Henr
and that there was no evidence that famine. y . y, y
, . ; Moore, and Frederick Lucas, succeeded
Redmond's call for Irishmen to enlist had e . . . .
. But Griffith's analysis was even better in electing a pledge-bound Parliamentary
swollen the ranks. Gabriel Doherty, . . S . .
: . than Muriel credited him with. What matter Party to the British Parliament, where the
however, replied that his own graduate . e : ; . . .
) if Griffith's arithmetic seriously under- British Government at once bought it up.
students had established that there was a__ . ;
. ) . . estimated the scale of population loss? Thereafter, the Reduction of Ireland
clear spike in recruits following . . . .
\ His analysis coherently argued for a chargeproceeded swiftly and smoothly, with the
Redmond's call to arms. Tommy Graham : : o
) . of genocide against the British Govern- help of the Encumbered Estates Act. Lord
then soughtto find out if there were others : Lo : ; .
. . . . ment. At which point it is best to let Sligo, for instance, wiped out 10,000
in the audience of about sixty with a - . . . . o
- . ., Griffith speak for himself. For, on the people who dweltupon the soil then in his
similar frame of mind as John Green. Did . - e . .
. essentials of Fenianism, Griffith got it possession,andwhose ancestors had dwelt
anybody feel that, since Rossa had been:.
right. there for a thousand years, and Mr. John
honoured, should Redmond also be . : -
: Manus O'Riordan George Adair, desiring to have good
honoured? Not a single hand went up for g . ]
" " shooting and civilised surroundings,
slaughterman:

bought a countryside and left no living

Ifthe Trust Chairman was discomforted, The Influence Of thing of the human species on it. The

Glasnevin Trust Chief Executive George Fanianism natives wept—'throwing themselves on

McCullouah was basking in alorv. A man the ground”, writes the Unionist “Derry
9 . 'ginglory. In 1843 there were more than a million Standard's” correspondent of the day—
who once described himself to me as a

Fenian from Belfast's Cave Hill. he beamed "M€" of fighting age on the soil of Ireland “they bl_Jrst o_ut_into t_he old Irish wail—
at the across-the-board accl’aim for theWhO supported _O'annell‘s dem_and forand thelrter_rlfymg cries resounded_ along
facsimile reproduction of the funeral R_epeal with their voices, anq waited for the mountain-side”. B_ut Mr. Adair, or
souvenir programme. And he was entitledh'sw.ord to SL_Jpport !t\_/wth thewhands.An Lord Lucan or Lor.d_Sllgo, or Mr. Allan
10 do so. for it is a wonderful document. | Engll§h Cabinet Minister surveying the _PoIIock or Lord Le|tr|m suffered no other
havealréadyreferredto Pearse's perceptiVsnuatlor?,observed that the growth of Irish inconvenience. For it ha(_j been grpund
character study. But it was quite anotherﬁopglaﬂon was a menace. Hence, theinto thg .|I'ISh peasant that it was no s_,lnfor
contributor who displayed the sharpest Famine. . _ the Brmsh GovernmenF to exterminate
sense of historical analysis and perspect: In 1845 the potato-blight appeared in H.IM, but it was damnat|qn hereafter. for
ive. Arthur Griffith is somebody whom | West_ern Europe. Germany and the othgrhm to conspire to exterminate the British
generally tend to view with antipathy, for Continental countries affected closec.ithewGovernment., or even to _shoot a John
2 whole host of reasons. from 190’4 to ports to_ the export of foodstuffs gn_tll the George Adair. It was in this forlorn ar_1d
1913 to 1922. And yet |,’10 contributor respectlveGovernmentsweresansﬂedthaSeemmegbroken—spmtedIandthe Fenian
matched Griffith's capacity for so none of their people could be starved. TheMovement was founded by Jz_ames
coherently demonstrating that the roots onoungIrelandersdem_an_ded thatthe PortsStephens, John O'Mahony and Michael
Fenianism were to be found as a respons ofllreland should be similarly closed. As _Doheny—allthree Young Irelanders vv_ho,
to the genocidal Famine. %his would have shorte_ngd England's foodin 1848, had urged the people to fight
But 1 should have not been surprised ir]su_pply and ke_pt the M|I_I|lon Repealers of rath.er than let themselves be legally
viewofthefactthataCiviIWaroppone'nt M|I|taryAgeaI|ve,the British Government famished. It sprea.d. through the land,
of Griffith never ceased to give him credit refused._The Parliamentary Party of thatalthqggh the_ British Government
for such analytical strength. In the Winter era—which hgd consented to put Rgpealmqblhsed all its sa_cre_d and profane
of 1961-62, when not yet 13 years of age on the shelf in retgrn.for a p_rod|g|ous artillery. When Fenlanls_m attempt.ed
| had the 'privilege of meeting Muriel ’numbe_r qf Comm|SS|onersh|ps, s.ub— arme_d and open war Wlth the British
MacSwiney, widow of Cork's martyred C_omm|_SS|oner§h|ps_, Inspectorships, Emplre_, thg British Emplre was able to
Waroflndep;endence Lord Mayor of Cork stipendiary magistracies, and so-forth— defeqt it without calling the Frenc.h, the
Terence MacSwiney. | had an intermitter;t suppo_rted the Government's refusallandRussl,lans, the Ja_panese, the Servians, the
schoolboy’s correspondence with her andor_oclalmthhe Yoqng Irelanders Fa_cuon— Belgians, the Italians, th“e_ Ghoorkhas, the
on 7th April 1962, Muriel wrote to me" alists, Traitors, Infidels and Enemies of Senegalese, and the Fiji Islanders to its
' " Repeal. aid, but the spirit of Fenianism, which was
"The bestthing | read about the famine  Thus, between 1846 and 1850 thethe spirit of Young Ireland, which was the
was Arthur Griffith's introductionto John - potential Repeal Army vanished, and spiritof Ancientlreland, itcould not defeat.
M&thel!sl‘gﬁl'fo‘f{ga'f thlslwa:s.t? NeW England was kept supplied with cheap Fenianism had recalled Irishmen to their
svﬁe'?]nv\'/g hardl)(/)rkne\}v fﬁg’aenr;the?_ rr'\}ley food from Ireland. In each year of the manhood. It had exorcised the British
father used to say that the people werel-€gislative Famine Ireland raised on her Theology and convinced the better part of
dying everywhere of what was called SOilfood forthe sustenance of from sixteenthe Irish that to permit themselves to be
‘famine fever'. | think he was about 20 at to twenty millions of people. Out of her destroyed without offering resistance was
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not a meek submission to Providence So long as the spirit of Fenianis As discussed in Part 2, it might be that
entiting them to heaven hereafter, but diffused itself itself through the body while investment influences income the
plain suicide—a sin against God. politic, Ireland marched on a hundrgd level of investment is determined by

The spread of this conviction led to the paths of political, social, industrial, arjd something else. In Chapter 14 he lists the
farmers of Tipperary when their landlords educational effort to Nationgl "determinantsbrindependent variables.
came to exterminate them, using guns atRegeneration. When the body grew corriptThese are:

Ballyvohey and elsewhere to exterminate Ireland shrivelled in men's minds from|a a) the propensity to consume
their landlords, their landlords' baliliffs, spiritual force and a National entity toja b) the schedule of the marginal
and their landlords' police. A British fragment of Empire—an Area. Again, the efficiency of capital

Government alarmed at this practical Body Politic has healed and awakeng to c) the rate of interest
Fenianism immediately did what it had consciousness of that soul within it whi¢h ) )
refused to the appeals, arguments, pleaghe Political Atheist denies. No man w{ll 1€ propensity to consume is that
and supplications of forty years of oratory watch the body of O'Donovan Rossa pasd’roPortion of income the individual
and resolutions—passed a Land Actto its tomb without remembering that t:l:e expends on consumption.

recognising the right of an Irish farmer to strength of an Empire was baffled whe

objectto being extirpated off-hand. Within sought to subdue this man whose sirit

=3

The marginal efficiency of capital is:

a dozen years thereafter the spirit of was the free spirit of the Irish Nation. "...the rate of discount which would

Fenianism had smashed Landlordism in Arthur Griffith make the present value of the series of

Ireland into fragments, and the Irish farmer 1915 Souvenir Programme of the] ?””“'ttr']es 9'V$”| by thfdret,”m?’t e|>§f|c>e;:tetd
. . O'Donovan Russia Funeral rom e_CapI al asse_ uring Its lire jus

was free to live and eat of his own corn. equal to its supply price.”

Part Five of Series on Keynes's General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money Thisis arather convoluted definition of

the rate of return on capital (profit divided
by capital employed). He refers to Profes-
sor Irving Fisher who gives an almost

Interest and Money identical definition, but Fisher describes

this as"the rate of return over cost"

Keynes is quite critical of the classical than the rate of profit (the commercial and Which is a term that would be much more
view of the rate of interest, which was that manufacturing capitalists would notallow accessible to people working in business.
the rate of interest was the equilibrium the finance capitalists to have all the loot!). Interestingly, Keynes seems to agree with
price between savings and investment. As  Is the classical view too simplistic? the classical view that it tends towards the
interest rates increase, more people arePerhaps so! But at least it can be said thakate of interest. Capital will continue to be
prepared to forgo current consumption it attempts to connect the rate of interesttmployed until theexpected return
since the rewards of abstinence are higherwith the productive economy. It could be diminishes towards the interest rate.

On the other hand, a saver must find asaid that the borrower does not always
borrower (usually through financial borrow for investment and therefore the ~Finally, Keynes' definition of the rate
intermediaries such as banks). The bor-demand to utilise savings is not always©f interest is:
rower must be willing to pay a rate of driven by the rate of return on capital. "The rate at any time, being the reward
interest that is high enough to entice the Nevertheless the idea that at some future for parting with liquidity, is a measure of
saver into forgoing consumption (as well date the saver will have purchasing power the unwillingness of those who possess
as giving the banks their cut!). On the greater than the consumption he has Money to part with their liquid control
other hand the interest rate must be lowerforgone suggests that the productive ?ﬁ’e”t”i Itis the price which equilibrates
. ) e desire to hold wealth in the form of
than the return he would expect from the capacity of the economy will be greater  cash with the available quantity of cash”.
investment he makes. (or at least is believed to be so) in the

David Ricardo believed that the rate of future than the present. It could be said His definition of the rate of interest is
interest was determined by the rate of that the failure of the Irish economy to the most significant difference between
profit. Marx and Engels held a similar increase its productive capacity in line him and the classical economists. While
view, although they did not believe that with the increase in consumption— the classical economists (including Marx)
the rate of profideterminedthe rate of facilitated by credit—was what caused tended to believe that the rate of interest
interest, but rather that the rate of profit set the crisis: the return on capital employedwas the outcome of events in the real
the parameters for the rate of interest. Thewas far less than the rate of interest. ~ economy (i.e. a dependent variable),
interest rate was that portion of surplus  Keynes has a number of criticisms of Keynes thought that the rate of interest
value (the value extracted fromthe workers the classical theory. In Chapter 14 hiswas independent of the real economy.
by the capitalists) which accrued to finance main criticism is that the classical theory Furthermore, he thought that the rate of
capital: the remaining portion accrued to neglects the influence of income on interest could determine the behaviour of
commercial and manufacturing capital. savings. As has been mentioned in Part Zhe real economy (an independent
Marx did not believe that the interest rate of this series, he is ambiguous on invest-variable).
could be determined precisely since the ment. On the one hand he says income is In the first part of this series religious
exchange was taking place between valuesa function of investment. This suggests metaphors were used to explain Keynes'
thatwere not qualitatively different (capital that income is a dependent variable andapproach to economics. Itis interesting to
in exchange for capital). Nevertheless theinvestment is the independent variable.ponder the effect religious beliefs might
implication of what Marx and Engels were Onthe other hand he refers to both savingsiave on economic theory. In the British
saying was that the interest rate, in theand investment a8determinates"or  Dictionary of National Biographyhis
normal course of events would be less dependent variables. beliefs are described as follows:



"The key difference in the attitude of up to, say, 8% the price of purchasing a4 The formula suggests that liquidity
Keynes and his friends was that the basiseuro annuity will be 50 euros. The price of preferences determine money, but what if
of the c;allcpluls of moral ?Ct'on was se;en the bond has dropped from 100 euro to 50the opposite is also the case? What if
ian?pg)s(g;fsrg/r?wzviﬁq%rjto r%?]érggtojz bréjneos euro! We can see that a few percentagemoney determines liquidity preferences?
objective measure ofwhatwas good since Points qhange in t_he mter_est rate can have @r, to drill down n_"nto the_ equation, what if
if the good consisted of states of mind, dramatic change inthe price of bonds. Also,money determines income through
these states could be known and judgedthe price of bonds has aninverse relationshipstimulating demand and reducing the
only by the minds in question. Duty, to the interest rate. As interest rates go upinterest rate, which in turn reduces the
action, social need simply did not enter. the price of bonds goes down; and whencost of investment?
mmlttl(\)/e" judgements were all one could jeres; rates fall the price of bonds goes up.

' This has, of course, enormous implications ~ This is a topical conversation. At the
- . . for the financing of pensions. It also shows present time the ECB is pumping 1.26
emlgr?;ssizsggrfesIr(t))rlleo(jftg:rggﬁ:Zterce}ts?oizthe Iarge_gains and Ioss_es that can be madgillion euro int(_) the economy. In theory
The influence of objective conditions in from bgttlng on bqnd prices (perKeyn_es) this shoul_d reducgthelnterest
the economy is diminished. So, in the previous example above, werates, which should stimulate mvestment
In simple terms money is a function of can demonstrate Keynes' formula. If an_d cons_umpnon. Although f[h_e quanti-
the rate of interest, but Keynes also interest rates are :_:1t 4%, _then the personative easing may have beneficial effect_s,
believed that money’ can determine theW.hO has a bond with a price of 100 eurot_he_ pphcy and the theory have their
rate of interest. He believed that thereywll have 4 euro atthe end_ofyearone.Butl|m|tat|o_ns. _ o
were three motives for holding money |f_ at the end of yearl_the mte_rest rate has In this reviewer's opinion Keyne_s
" risen to 4.16% the price of his bond hasoverstates the effect of monetary policy

These are: dropped to 96 euro. So the gain he hasn the real economy. A constant theme of
1) the transactions motive made in terms of his interest income hashis work is that the inducement to save is
2) the precautionary motive been offset by a fall in the capital value of far greater than investment. The implica-
3) the speculative motive his bond. He will be in the same position tion of his analysis is that the demand for
The transactions motive for holding as the person who has held on to hismoney is depriving the economy of
money. investment resources.

MONey arises becatljse both |n_d|V|dua|s On the other hand, if current interest There are two points that can be made
and businesses don't generate income at

the same time as they wish to makerates are too high there is no incentive toabout the dema_nd for_money. Firstly, the
purchases. There is a time lag between th hold any money forspecula_tlve purposes.s_yst(_a_m of credit ob_wates the need_ for
two. In order to bridge the gap people and?ndeed, thgre is an incentive to borrow S|gn|f|cant_cash holdings for transactions
businesses need to hold money in ordert money_to m_vest in bond;. The c_:ost of or pr_ecautlonary purposes. Secqnd]y, the
make purchases (another way of doingooorrowmg vylllgo down while the price of _holdnjgs of cash are not necessarily !dle. It
this would be through credi). the bond W|Il_go up. is unlikely that much of the money will be
The precautionary motive for holding Keynqs' views on the matter can be _held under the mattre;ses of t.he people
. . > _summarised with the following formulas: involved, unless there is a crisis of con-
money arises from uncertainty. Money is fidence in the banks as was the case in
held to provide for contingencies (a rainy M =M1 + M2 Argentine about 10 years ago. In general
day fund) and also to beinapositipn o takeWhere: money is held in the form 6f current
advantage of good deals or special offers. M is the total holding of money accounts or short term deposit accounts.

Keynes attaches more economic : : By entering the banking system this mone
significance to the speculative motive for M1 is the holding of money for trans- >Y Ntering iNg sy y
is available for lending.

holding money. In this case money is held actions and precautionary motives and: c a1 banks do not creat

so as to be able to speculate. This arises M2isthe holding of money for specula- out gp]tmirgi? Baurlt vsvhgtng]g;e?aimdgniiy

from uncertainly regarding future interest tive motives convert short t.erm savings into long term

rates. If it is believed that future interest ) ) ] ) ,
But given that M1 is a function of investments. They lend other people's

rates will be higher than current interest . ¢ > ' .
rates there is an incentive to hold money.income and M2is a function of the interest money on the assumption that the people

rate the formula can be restated as followsWwho are lending to the banks will not

Keynes thinks that in order for there to M = L1(Y) + L2(r) withdraw their money at the same time.

be an incentive to hold money rather than This as;urnption i‘.c‘ enti_rely re_asonable
bonds the expected interest rate must bdVhere L1 is the liquidity function exceptin times of financial panic.

greater than current interest rate by theCOrresponding to income and L2 is the SO in this reviewer's opinion the trans-
square of the current interest rate. So, ifiquidity function corresponding to the actions and precautionary motives for
the current interest rate is 4%, then thelNterest rate. holding money are ofno greatsignificance,

i ive?
square of 4% is 0.16%. Therefore, an Keynes is not really interested in the ?hlg \;\(Iar:/?évf/);rt'geosi?]?gr?lligvietp \tli\g\jv.s C:E
expected rate of 4.16% will be needed forL1(Y) part of the equation. There is not S OPINKC y
: ) . . the speculative motive reflect the weak-
there to be an incentive to hold money. Tomuch that can be said aboutthe transactions . : . o
. . . . hesses of his entire theoretical edifice.
see why, it is necessary to understand theand precautionary motive for holding
nature of bonds. money, other than it is proportional to the  The liquidity preferences of individuals
A bond can be thought of as having a level of income. The second part of the and companies are detached from the real
price and a coupon or interest rate. If theequation is more interesting because it isesconomy. In this model savings decisions
current interest rate is 4% it will cost you not quite clear what the relationship are divided between holding money and
100 euros to purchase a 4 euro annuabetween the interest rate and money ispurchasing bonds. Indeed the distinction

payment (annuity). But if interest rates go exactly. between savings and investmentis blurred.
17
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Keynes talks about other capital assgtsReview: An Execution In The Family by Robert Meeropol. St Martin's Press, New
having the characteristics of bonds. HorYork (2003, available from second-hand booksellers Abebooks)
example, machinery has a capital value
and enables the holder to obtain annuitjes
or an annual return. But as indicated
previously, savings and investment gre
ualitatively different items even though .

?he aggregate value of savings and inv st-The Rosenbergs Sons
ments are always equal.

Saving is the purchase of a financial
asset such as deposit with a bank, a bpn

In 1953 | was a member of the Young of Guardians and the Society for the
(yVorkers' League and the CPNIwhile being Prevention of Cruelty to Children fought
or a share. An investment is the purchs a Belfast shipyard.worker. Since the to have the Rosenberg children taken from
of areal as.setsuch as plant and machinpry osenpergs' arrest in 1950 we had beemh<=T Meeropols on tht_a grounds they were
a building which is expected to give ; Cam_palgmng against what we .feIt was abe|_ng gbused by being force_d to atteljd
return as a result of its utilisation withih ba_5|c sgt—up of two pgople thr_] young rallies in protest at t_he execution of their
the real economy chlldremn orderto maximise the_lntlmu_:i— parents. One evening, when they were

In Chapter 17 He presents a model Ofat|on of the Amencan Left durmg_ this asleep, there was a knock on th_e door.
decisions faced by owners of wealth, In McCa}rthy penod_. Wg para}ded outside theWhen opened, there stood two policemen
the example he gives there is a chb CeAmencan Legation in Chichester Street, demanding that Abel and Anne Meeropol
between purchasing: Belfast, and had our photos taken, nothand over the children. The couple defied

' only by the RUC but by the staff of the the police until they went away. After

a) a house legation who leaned out of windows with legal action the next day, the Meeropols

b) wheat cine-cameras. were brought before a judge who ordered

¢) holding money. After their death in the electric chair and that the children be institutionalised. They

It is very noticeable that none of thege the furore that followed, the Irish and British were taken to an orphanage but in the
items is a productive asset. media seemed to have forgotten themfollowing two days legal action saw a

except to occasionally report that their differentjudge release the childrento their
children Robert and Michael were now grandmother. She didn't live far from the
living under assumed names and hadMeeropols so she co-operated with them
disappeared from public sight. As children in allowing the children to have their
there wasn’t much they could do. When it meals with their future foster-parents. They
It can't readily be encashed was discovered they were really the also tookitturns_to bring them to and from
Wheat has no yield: hals significaht Rogenb_ergchndren,pgrentswouldforbade_schoc_)l. Th(_a final legal arguments
carrying costs (needs ;Narehousing ndthe|rch|Idren to play with them.Theywere_ mvo_lvm_g social workers andv_arlous other
cannot be preserved indefinitely); ad even_expglled from one school when thewpodles is too long and_ compllc_:ated to put
negligible liquidity ' real identity was dlscoyt_ereq under theinto a review bu_t their fostering by the
Finally, money Has noyield: negligibl pretence that they were living mthe wrong Meeropo_ls was finally successful_. _
carrying c;osts and is by definition liquig area and therefore weren't entitled to be at All during this the FBI was monitoring _

" thatschool. Asacover, afew other childrenthings, especially the Meeropols and their
were also expelled under the same dictatefriends and various support groups. The
There was a continual hot debate in theFBI were not ghost figures like the British
S media about the Rosenberg childrenSpecial Branch or MI5, for they made sure
all his convoluted thinking, the formula df b_utin_the UKandIr_eIand_theywere alwaysyou knew they were present. The

yieldless carrying costs (i e,netyield) havihg dismissed as having d_lsappeared underMeeropoI_s would occasionally point out
a tendency to equal tHe' interest rate .Sground. Robert an_d Michael Rosenberg,to th_e chlld_ren that the person standing
remarkably similar to the classical viev now Robert and Mlch_ael Meeropol, were outside their house was an FBI agent, or
But there is nevertheless a significaﬁt very much e.ngaged in what was termedwhen they were l_3e|ng followed to sch_ool.
difference. Keynes appears o believe that itthe progressive movementas soon as they I have at one time known an American
' became older. Though they didn’tjoin the who had been under FBI surveillance and

s the Qemsmn_of wealth owners, whidh Communist Party, they were close to it in she remarked that they always made sure
determines the interest rates. The outpui of

the economy or the productivity of labo the environment of the_ir fpster—parents, you knew who_ they were. They_ usually
' : the Meeropols, and their friends. wore brown suits with a brown trilby and

has no bearing on interest rates. Howeyer,

the interest rate is a key determinant [of S brown shoes.

employment. Furthermore, Keynes believed The exten(_jed Rosenberg family didn't o

that there was no reasont,o suppose tha thgvant the children, a grandmother was Robert_saysm his book thgt he_ came to

equilibrium rate of interest will also be that aged but the pthers becausg they d|dn’Iseethat_h|sfathe_rwas nott_antlrelylnnocent,

rate of interest, which applies at ful approveofthewparent_s’ Ieftwews._ Itwas nor entirely guilty. He did have some

employment ' glsothoughtthe FBI mighttake anmte_restthmgs to pass on _but that was during
' in them, should they adopt. That suited WW2 when the Soviet Union was an ally.

In the concluding part of this series we Robert and Michael and it certainly suited This statement was seized on by some of
will look at Keynes' views on monetary the more humane Meeropols, though theythe media to justify the grisly deaths of the

Ahouse has'gield" (presumably rental
income or imputed rental income in the
case of an owner occupier); it has vgry
little "carrying cost"(i.e. doesn't lose itg
value); but it also has negligible liquidity.

=

D

The economy is in equilibrium when the
yield of assets less the carrying cost is equab
to the liquidity premium or interest rate. For

=

policy and how it might be used as a tdol were strangers. Rosenbergs. That was a calculated risk

to achieve the objective of ful Whatthe US Government wanted to do Robert had to take.

employment. with the Rosenberg children was to  Aninteresting passage is on pages 223-
John Martin institutionalise them. The Jewish Board 224



~ "Individuals occasionally bring new of physicists interested in the developmentuntil he was made redundant. He started a
information about my parents to my ofnuclear energy. Certainly the USA made machine shop, hiring his brother-in-law

attention. In 1998 | attended a forum at )| yge of them. David Greenglass, in 1950. At the time of
Mount Holyoke College where Abraham his arrest, the business was failing.

Lincoln Brigade veteran Abe Osheroff .
discussed his experiences. | introduced A crude drawing of the outer casement

myself afterwards. He immediately told Ofanatombomb, supposedly inthe posses- Ethel Greenglass, born on the Lower
me that he hung out with my mother and sion of the Rosenbergs, was shown througlEast Side of New York City in 1916, was
father and several other young com- the American media, butitwas very flimsy a star student, graduating before her 16th
munists after he had returned from the eyidence onwhich to convictand sentencebirthday. She was picked to sing the
fighting in Spain. Abe said that around 4 geath anyone. Being charged with national anthem at High School assemblies
thattime when the Soviet Union began to Conspiracy to Commit Espionage could because of her extraordinary voice. Her
prepare for the inevitable German attack, piracy | P 9 ) . y )
my father said he had access to technicaiM&an anything the prosecutor wanted tofamily had very little money and Ethel
engineering information that could help Pringinto it, including Treason. Treason, sometimes wore newspaper in her shoes
the Soviet Union defend itself. We as the author points out, was somethingin winter to block the holes. Acting and
continued this discussion in greater detail the Southern States had been charged witlsinging were her passions. She worked as
at Abe’s home in Seattle the following quring the Civil War. He notes that the a secretary after graduation. She became
summer. Abe said my father told him he yoa50nable Confederate flags still flies an active Union organiser by 1935 and left
had specifications that would permit everywhere in the South (though recently one acting group for another because it

fighter planes to fire machine guns ; . iy
without damaging their propellers. My ©On€ was lowered from one of the State’shad a lot more radical politics.

father asked him if he had access toflagpoles after a massacre of African-

Soviet officials in New York City to Americans, butgenerally they stillflourish ~ The Rosenberg family lived on the

whom he could give this information. in defiance of the central Government). 11th floor in a three-room apartment.

Abe responded that he didn't have such  Robert Rosenberg was six years old inRobert the son says that the apartment was

accesz, a”f' tolg me thatbslmce thg Soweltsl%& when his parents Ethel and Juliassmall and when it appears small to a three-

Eaer}./erhee\gggﬁqeg \é]a;?atﬁ;pﬁzdprr]gseer'Rosenberg were executed after beernyear-oldithasto be small. First Julius was

con,tactedSovietofficials.Afterhisarrest convicted of Conspiracy to Commit arrested. Later Ethel was subpoenaed in

Abe wondered if perhaps he had." Espionage on behalf of the Soviet Union what was termed thA&tom Bomb Con-

at the height of the McCarthy era. Justspiracy She was arrested at the court. The

The campaign to save them from the before they were putto death in the electrictwo sons aged 3 and 7 were never to see
death sentence or life in imprisonment chair the Rosenbergs wrote a letter to theirtheir parents at home again and only on
was on the grounds that they were totallthO young sons saying they wésecure  visits to Sing Sing Prison. A neighbour
innocent. Certainly it was doubtful if his in the knowledge that others would carry whp was bab_ysitting was left with t_he
mother was in the position of getting any " after them" children and didn’t know what to do with
information which could be vital to the The “others’ were to include their sons them. They stayed with a grandmother for
Soviet war effort but the charge against Michael and Robert, especially Robert. a while but itdidn‘t work out. The Green-
her was that she typed out the atom bomb _ glasses, David and Ruth, also had two
secrets for her husband. The author wryly '_rhe Rosenbergs were workmg-cla;s.young childrenand _vveren‘t W|II|n_g totake
states she was given the chair for typing?.JU“US Rosenberg, bornin New York City the Rosenberg pair. Anyway, it would
How to make an atom bomb was known N 1918, graduated from High School, have beenimpossible forthe Greenglasses:
about in the 1930s, with Germany and received religious training at Downtown how could they be reminded every minute,
Japan working on it. Would it work on the Talmud Torah and Hebrew High School. every hour, every day that they had helped
human population was the secret and thaft 16 he took religion seriously, at 18 he to orphan these two children? Ruth
secret was given away when the US became a Marxist. In_ February 1939 he Greenglass backed her husband in the
dropped it on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, graduated from the City College of New betrayal of the Rosenbergs.

using the two cities as a testing ground, Y Ok with adegree in electrical engineer- ., Greenglass had been arrested
and as a warning to the Soviets not to!"9: Shortly afterwards he married Ethel before Julias Rosenberg and claimed he
advance any further than the Japanesé>reenglass. - : . had been threatened with execution if he
Kurile Islands which they were occupying _ He held a job with the Army Signal didn’t cooperate with the FBI. His rationale
after their advance from Manchuria. Corps until 1945 when he was fired for | - always that it was either his family or
Then there is this myth that the two COncealing that he was a member of the sister Ethel’s family. He said he wanted
bombs were dropped to save the lives of COMMunist Party. to save his wife Ruth and not have his two
the US military personnel when itwas the _ Buthe wasn'tasked whetherhewasat ;.\ o orphaned. He had been a military
Japanese military who was suffering the tN€ interview—as other CP members . . et first class and had worked on
worse casualties from heavy bombardmentWeren't. Hisbrother-in-law David Green- o4 7o o A lamos, New Mexico, on
and the US policy of not taking prisoners, 91ass hadn't been asked before being pu{he top secret Manhattan project. He and
except a few for the cameras. It had alsoOf SUCH secretwork as the manufacture,, -, e being Communists, believed the
become a racist war and it has beenOf the A-Bomb at Los Alamos, New o/ no ) oo ve it What secrets he was
wondered recently would the Bomb have Mexico. Now that question was being ... naye solen has never been revealed.

been dropped on Germany if the @Sked, asthe Cold War had bequn—everp o "y machinist, not a physicist
circumstances had dictated it. Ee;ore tr?e end of the Europe_?ﬂ_war anhdwho would have understood formFl)JIge and
It is ironical to think that, if Germany bg ?;i}negﬂigigﬁt isamp?:i;[h al\?i\gsié %ompound mathematical teasers. The
had not expelled or made Jews feel theyhin%si htg y author states:

had to leave Germany in the 1930s, they gt "His education had never progressed

might have had the services of a number Next he worked for Emerson Radio  beyond high school. He tried to use the
19
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Gl Billto go to college, but flunked all of

The brothers were also involved in the their childhood the fund helps the children

the courses he took at Brooklyn gnti-war movement concerning Vietnam, of the persecuted and the disadvantaged,

Polytechnic institute."
"l discovered that Ruth Greenglass had
never been charged with a crime, even

the backing of the Cuban revolution, the due to US Government or big business
Kent State University case—in which four interference, like the giant supermarket

though she had taken the witness standStudents were shot dead by the NationaMWal-Martwhich dismissed workers when
and sworn she helped her husbandGuard. Three further students were killed they tried to form a Trade Union. This left
transmit atomic secrets. Thiswas in sharpat Jackson State in Mississippi a few daysthe workers' children bereft of educational
contrastto my mother, who was executed |ater but the media focused on the death ofopportunities which the Fund provided
after swearing under oath that she wasihe four white students at Kent State for. Or, when parents are arrested on

not involved."

The other Greenglass rationale was that
the Rosenbergs should have cooperated with
the FBI and admitted their guilt, as they did,
which would have saved their lives and
prevented their two children from being
orphans, asthey had done. David Greenglass
got 10 years, which | expect made him feel
he had paid his price.

Maybe that crude drawing of an atomic
bomb casement was all there was in the end.
Certainly, as a machinist he would have
beeninvolved inits manufacture. Greenglass
went on to further rationalise his role in the
murder of his sister and her husband in
cooperation with a New York Magazine
journalist who wrote a lengthy book called
The Brother(that being Greenglass).

Recently released papers going back to
7th August 1950 gives the testimony of
Greenglass before the courts. His twisted
testimony was twisted even more by FBI
agents. Itisreckoned that, if the testimony
had of been allowed to stand, even with its
blatant lies, it would not have made a case
against the Rosenbergs.

David Greenglass, born 2nd March
1922, died 1st July 2014, aged 92.

The Rosenberg brothers went on to be
high achievers at university in anthro-
pology and law. Robert seems to be the
more active of the two. He has been
involved (still is to this day) in many cases

University. As Robert says:

demonstrations, that leaves their presence

"Tothis day, in most of white America, Missing maybe for days or even weeks:
Kent State remains a dramatic historical the Fund is there to do as much for the
event while the black Jackson State children as will make them comfortable
victims have been a culturally insigni- and assured. All political beliefs and
ficant afterthought. religions are catered for without prejudice.

. Now his daughter Jennifer, grand-
The author again: daughter of the dead Rosenbergs, runs the
"On November 3, 1979, the Klu Klux Fynd.

Klan shot anﬂ_killed ;Our: members and  ghe also runs a blog online oninjustices
one sympathiser of the Communist y, . \4hout the country, as well as criticis-

Workers Party at an anti-Klan . )
demonstration in Greensboro, North N9 strongly, like her father and uncle, US

Carolina. | was horrified by this event , adventurism abroad.

which became known as the Greensboro o

massacre. | was almost as shocked by the The author's conclusion is that the

reaction of a fellow staff member. {while State murder of his parents was an effort
he was managing editor of the magazineto destroy the US Communist movement.
Socialist Review. WJH} He doesn't particularly agree with every-

The CWP had mounted an organising yhinq the CPUSA puts out but he defends
effortto unionise black and white workers ., =~ * . - .
its right to exist as his parent felt it was

in area cotton mills. When the Klan L2 . . . -

threatened the organisers, they foughtthe'r ngh.t to stick to their beliefs and die

back by verbally attacking the Klan. Cwp for that right.

members chanted “Death to the Klan!]] )

at rallies, and wrote leaflets with the A very well-balanced book with a

slogan Kill the Klan. My colleague number of family photographs. All in all

reacted as if these tactics justified the a document that will live well into the

Klan attack. He argued that the CWP hadfytyre, forever.

brought death upon themselves with

vitriolic sloganeering and by openl

proclaiminggtheir Cong']lmunist golit?cs ir¥ . UPDATE:

North Carolina. _In July 2015 David Meeropol released
I feltthat the CWP’s provocative tactics this statement headed:

were foolhardy but I identified with the "Government's Case Against Rosen-

organisers whom .the.KIan had 9““.”?0' bergs Gutted By Release Of Key

d_own whlle"engaglng in labour and civil Testimony

rights work. Easthampton, Mass | applaud the

release by the National Security Archives

of the Grand Jury testimony of David

| remember this tragedy, having seen

of injustice concerning the labour move- on TV the actual gunning down of these
ment and crimes against a number ofCWP members. Despite this visual record,
nationalities, native Americans and ethnic none of the Klan members were charged

groupings including the notorious case of with murder, or charged with anything.
Mumia Abu-Jamal, an African-American

accused of shooting dead a policeman in Inthe book | keep coming across names
1981. Mumia had been ajournalist running like Mumia Abu-Jamal which | was also
a radio station on a shoestring and hadactive in raising concern about injustice. |
interviewed Robert Meeropol about the wasn't aware that Robert and his brother
death of his parents. Now it was Robert Michael were also working on a number
who was highlighting his case as he sat orof injustice cases. As | have said prev-
death row. Support groups bolstered byiously, due to the lack of coverage of the
Robert eventually had Mumia’s sentence brothers in the Irish and British media, |
reduced to life without parole. The object thought they had just disappeared off the
is to free him. He has already spent 30radar. The book ends with the news of 9/
yearsin solitary confinement, having never 11 in 2001.

been taken from the equivalent of the

condemned cell. Atthe momentheisvery Robert Meeropol set up the Rosenberg
ill from complications to do with his Fund for Children. Considering what
diabetes. happened to him and his brother during

Greenglass and Max Elitcher. | want to
thank attorneys David C.Vladeck and
Debra L.Raskin for advocating for the
release of this testimony and federal
District Court Judge Alvin Hellerstein
for granting our petition. They have done
a service by bringing this testimony to
the public. Since my brother and | and
others launched this effort to reopen the
Rosenberg Case in 1973, we have main-
tained that the public and family members
deserve every bit ofinformation that exists
about the case. Today, thanks to this just
released information, we have a more
complete picture of my parents’ case
than ever before.

Some of David Greenglass’ statements
to the Grand Jury echo those of his wife,
Ruth Greenglass. Ruth’s testimony,
released in 2008, did not mention my
mother Ethel typing notes from the
Greenglasses’ alleged September 25th,



1945 espionage meeting with Ethel a
Julius—a supposed meeting that was

key trial testimony to doom my mothef.

As cooperating witnesses, under oa
neither David nor Ruth Greenglag
mentioned this key evidence against 1}
mother during their Grand Jury apped
ances, despite swearing to it at trial t
following year. That Trial testimony
resulted in my mother’s execution.

Burt David's Grand Jury testimony i
even more stunning than Ruth's;
addition to the absence of any discussi
of Ethel's typing any material, he statd

“I said before and ,say it again, honestly before or the morning of the following

this is a fact: | never spoke to my sist|
about this at all.”

Shocking as this is, | believe a secopd

omission in David’s testimony is just g
important because it guts the gover
ment's case against both my parents. 1
heart of the government's case was t
my parents met with Greenglass (
September 25, 1945 at the Rosenb

hd A lighthearted review of a review of a book which attempts a military analysis of
hethe famous ambush

h

fy’A Crowd Of Stiffs

- Kilmichael echoes about the pubs of another book on Kilmichael"

'€ West Cork. Itis said thatit has been heard | believe the false surrender is at the
in Kerry too, though this cannotbe proven. root of it all. You'll know how Lar must
It is an irreverent song that captures thehave been feeling. Getting laughs like
n occasion. As ever, Tom Barry is lionised. that. | never getthem. Lar must have been

onlt is hard to know sometimes, when it is doubled up. Ah, yes,On the twenty

s: heard, whether it is the end of the night eighth day of September!"

Lar dissects the contents. He makes
Pl day. Those Auxiliaries have been im- some telling points. Murphy states that
mortalised, though the words are not not many Irish historians have military
s uttered in praise. Gone, maybe, but notexperience. Abitof square-bashing might
h- forgotten. help, I thought. And they don'tknow what
'he Counters are lined with pints of the weapons can or cannot do. A bit of a
hatblack and creamy stuff. Full of froth and quandary, alright. They haven't got the
N goodness. Heads settling. Collars of all'know-how'. Some rope-a-dopes close
Fl0sizes. Served as to one's liking. Curatestheir eyes when firing.

=

apartment in New York City.

At that meeting the Greenglassg¢s
claimed, David gave a sketch of the crogs- o
section of the atomic bomb to my fathdr, OPen and ready. Excess sliding down the
and my mother typed David's accompar]y- Sides of the glass. Hands itching to grab.

ing hand-written notes. At trial, th
prosecutor claimed this drawing ga
away the mostimportant secret known
mankind—the so-called secret of th
atomic bomb—and in summarizing th
case against Ethel dramatically stat

that as Ethel: “hit the keys she stru¢k

PPs, Canons, Deans, Bishops. Smooth.

Eager eyes hungrily watching. Mouths Anyway, this book has had its share of

reviews. Lar, it seems, is a bit fed-up. He
digresses from Kilmichael and observes:
"As we approach the 1916 centenary, we
will read that British snipers were killing
Volunteers and civilians'lt seems he has

e Several books have been written abouthad enough of the whole shebang. | can't
e 'Kilmichael'. The latest by Sedn A. blame him. All this Brit-baiting stuff. Up
edMurphy. It hit the jackpot. A bull's eye, to our necks with it. Lars continues,
one might say. Now it has been reviewed"British artillery destroyed the city" So

And the song goes on and on. Feet

€ stamping to the beat.
to

blow upon blow against her country”.

In pronouncing the death sentenc
Judge Kaufman blamed my parents
the Korean War.

What many missed in 2008 was th
Ruth’s Grand Jury testimony not onl
omitted Ethel's tying, it made no mentio|
whatsoever of the September 25th, 1
meeting. From today’s release we kn
that while David testified to the Gran
Jury about giving sketches to Julius,
doesn’t mention the specific date or
Rosenberg apartment: instead he say
met Julius in Manhattan in the fall
1945 and when pressed about the d
agrees that it might have been Septem
or October. Thus, there is no eviden

other than the Greenglasses' later, mugh-

evolved trial testimony, that a Septem
25th, 1945 espionage meeting at t
Rosenberg apartment took place.
More than 60 years after my paren
execution, it is long past time for th
governmentto admitthat Ethel Rosenb
was not a spy and that Julius was not
atomic spy. | call for the record to be s
straight once and for all :

1. My father engaged in non-atomic

military espionage for the Soviet Unio
He did not pass the secret of the ato
bomb to anyone.

2. My mother did not conspire t
commitespionage. The governmentkn
this; colluded with the Greenglasses

convict her; and executed her anyway.

Wilson John Haire.
5 August 2015

in History Ireland Yes, Again. When | there we go again. Naughty Brithlone
; saw it | was numbed. A thought had run of thisis true. Snipers are trained soldiers
across my mind. A slow sprint. My hands with specialised rifles and there were none
t were shaking. Bands of sweat bubbled onin Dublin in 1916."| don't want to start a
my brow. It was back again. The false quarrel—but sniping can be done with
surrender. | had put it to the back of my any type of rifle. Ask any snipe. See any
Smind. Now it has surfaced once more. dictionary.
W Did they or did they not? Who said what = There was extensive sniping during the
towhom? When, why, where? It'lldo my Rising. Despite the lack d6pecialised
e head in. With the passage of time it hasrifles”. Butsides wereinvolved. Outsiders
hgot worse. Everybody is putting in their too. It went on for another week after the
f oar. Now they're saying the Cisco Kid surrender. Sporadic. As is the way of
tewas an Auxie; that his girl-friend was a sniping, usually.
€tout and that his horse won a point-to-  Lar continues,'there were only four
e’point in Buttevant. Now, here am |, eighteenpoundergunsinDublinin1916".
; reviewing this new review. It is by Lar He is very emphatic about thi¥Most of
eJoye, curator of military history at the the damage was from fires started by the
National Museum of Ireland. | recall artillery bombardment and the rebels
' being there one day. They were nearlythemselves".
going to keep me: the fossil section.
g
an Lar Joye seems to know his stuff. He
t spins words like that roulette wheel spin-
ner. He could write gags for Bob Hope or
Abbott and Costello. On a bad day he

'icmight do something like that for Hal

In fact, photographs show extensive
artillery-fire damage. The city centre had
been razed. The Brit gun positions were
mainly at Trinity College and The Rotun-
da. They fired away with gay abandon.
Nobody and nothing was spared. All
buildings, business offices, dwellings were
Roche. Now he relates the one on theyyasted. The artillery was brought to
train.  There something about gaps on applin from Athlone on Tuesday. There
Wtrain. The moving target, | reckon. wasno'rebel artillery. Butthe mysterious
O Anyway, Lar was minding his own busi- "arsonists? It is a fact that the 'rebels’

ness, as the train was chug-chugging alongspent their time mostly in trying to extin-
Lar was reading the latest 'Kilmichael'. A guish fires in the city centre caused by
fellow passenger erupted merrifNot artillery fire.
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of their commander." He means Tom
Barry.

"The Helga (gun-ship)", says Ldonly
fired twenty shells".Does he meafThe
Helga fired twenty shells onB/'Only he
knows. Records can be easily doctored.Lar quotes Prof. Ferriter:"the contra-
The winners write 'history'. dictory evidence about what happen

It appears Lar's greater interest lies indoes not merit emphatic conclusions frg
the Rising. He may write in greater depth anyone involved in the debatelh other

about it, at a later time. He may let us words, maybe, sometimes, if, whatever

know more in a further analysis. Perhapsyou're having yourself, sir, if you knov
he would expand abottVe willread that  what | mean.

British snipers were killing volunteers.”  "No doubt",says Lar,"the arguments
"Trained soldiers with specialised rifles". will continue as we come closer to th
The ones with the magic bullets. Trouble centenary in 2020. Tom Barry"... w3
with a reviewer is that he's usually caughtsingle-minded in destroying the Auxilia
for space. But Lar may elaborate anotherpatrol”. And the Auxies, leaving thei
day. Butthose rebel arsonists! Every daysafe postin Macroom and driving into t
you learn. Stupo me! Me thinking it was falling night. Whatwas it all about? Wh

the Brits shelled the place to bits. It just knew what? And when? Those Auxi-

goes to show. liaries. What did they callthem? STIFF
But those snipers. It must have beenA crowd of STIFFS.

them. With their specialised rifles, peeping John Morgan (Lt. Col., retd.)

up, eyes shut tight and they raining shells

down onthe volunteers fromfour eighteen NB: Kilmichael, A Battlefield Study by

pounders. The same big pounders . . Sean A. Murphy was reviewed by Col

The same big pounders they used on theMorganin Irish Political Review of March

We know where Murphy stands now.

and sang a very different hymn,
went to the other side of the wire
adopted their hatred and felt inspired.

hgwas a discarded teenager with a rusty
bike,

searched in the thatch for that pike

b but maybe it was a bit too soon,

m

, just boilin’ after seein’” High Noon?

The flag in the window the taigs would
buy

except the RUC came with wreckin’ bars

S to take the foreign lie,

e

Y protest against their Special Powers

and it was chains deep North,

€ n the land of the Ulster fry.

D

t can be a baton across the mouth,
- blood and gristle with each tooth spat out,
one a year for the comin’ clout.

The girl five storeys up high

on Anderson and McAuley’s

sucks her thumb and cries for her dolly,
the crowd below watch the narrow ledge

Four Courts in 1922, during the Civil 2015.

knowin'’ it's somethin’ seriously alleged,

War, onloan from the Brits, with or without
snipers. Lar has it figured ouwe will
read that British snipers were Killing
Volunteers and civilians"We will. We

WHEN BELFAST ROCKED

remember when only the song was

will. left
Lar knows more than he is saying. wgﬁggg;?at began to fade.
Forget the snipers. Forget the Helga. Felsivties

it go at twenty shells. Forget the eighteenbut not like you made

pounders. What about Lt. Col. Taylor and for we had that feelin’ of
the South Staffs? The North King Strget

€lheing bereft.
Massacre. The cover-up.

So we ate the 50 year old stew

k but our fightin’ spirit grew.

'9 Some thought of us as brothers and
ESsisters

1S.put to most we were landscape

€ blisters.

he

eywas listenin’ to a

erbabblin’ brook

. when along comes a tweedy man

r bearin’ the stolen name he

Id took,

g but who came to our aid

arwhen he sang of our blood in which to
inwade.

Lar likes a good laugh. The bog
shows the boys at Kilmichael were usi
Canadian-made Ross rifles. Sometim
her says, theserifles could fire backwar
If Tom Barry used his noggin, he'd ha
armed the Brits with theserifles. Thent
Auxies could have shotthemselves. Th
would have no need for a false surrend
Talk about shooting yourself in the foo

Anyway the boys called their bluff. O
would have. Or could have, or shod
have. At night, by the light of the burnin
Crossley-tenders, they played poker. L
is fascinated by the use of acronyms

Murphy's book.
(Mission, Enemy, Troops=0wn, Terrai
Space). Soldiers make up their own.
a game. Sniper, Tactically Infiltratin
Friendly Forces. STIFFS.

Let them put the kybosh on thing
"Murphy concludes that the most plausil

view is that the Auxiliary cadets in the two

trucks surrendered. In capturing so ma
Auxiliaries, the safety of the 36 VVolunteg

Especially METTH

3 When they preached it wasn't love,
tswhen they prayed there were no whi
. doves

for their padres carried guns,

sun,
their walk their talk their faces,

le

[

mornin’!’,

N . .
yexcept in fenian places.

rs

would have been paramount in the mi

hd Then my girl fell in love with him

they had an Ulster moon and an Ulster

'twas always ‘that's a grand Ulster

certainly the end of that dominant cling,
love lost despite the engagement ring,
now it's death dressed in a summer frock
and a crowd frozen silent in shock.

They lifted my uncle to the Crum,

some royal figures were comin’ over just
for fun.

High Street Belfast Saturday night and the
Branch

stopped me, my girl wants to dance,

while my views they can only enhance.

She danced too long with another man,

love and hate love and hate that night ran

Sunday on Napoleon’s Nose before the
pill

when passion died and anxiety had its fill,

there was no other way to keep her

but get a ring before the usual occurs

On that ledge she represents their views,

tis the end of what they knew,

now the whole city is in shock.

Soon a rainbow with petrol bombs in the
crock.

When the well-off leaves Ulster beware,

those left don’t casually look anymore but
stare,

t's almost jackets off and defensive stance,

soon will come that deadly dance:

know who you are and you know who |

te

were we really friends when things seemed
calm.

Now all Ulster watches like she’s the only
one

to threaten death that day,

some cross themselves and the crowd



glares
for this is not the Ulster way,
could this be a sacrificial warnin’
n Central Belfast on a sunny mornin’.

A hunter would recognise such a sight

an animal downed in full flight,

butwithin thathuman wreckage something
gleams,

but only glass-paste throws its beam.

All you heard was suicide suicide suicide

like a song in your head you can't abidg,

a man jumps off a bus too soon

the conductor cries there goes a loon,

though he does it all the time withoyt
harm,

a child goes too near the kerb and therg’sany semblance of a national point of view during the years of conflictin Northern Ir

alarm.

The traffic screams as if awaiting its fat
look over my shoulder and walk at p
faster rate,

they can’'t see the problem though it's
their face,

two corpses on the pavement with Loyalist
haste.

D

=]

So many years ago now

but in the memory as a minute,
did her death trumpet a fight without limit,
was she elected

to see limbo land corrected.

Was what | felt sometimes peace
munitions making it until it ceased,
then munitions made some more
until peace became a whore

with munitions adored.

Wilson John Haire
13 June, 2015

BOOK LAUNCH

"IRISH BULLETIN"
VOL. 3
(1ST September 1920 -
1ST January 1921)
at
The Ireland Institute
27 Pearse St, Dublin 2

Eamon O Cuiv TD and
Prof. Cathal Brugha

Thursday
26th November 2015,
7.30pm

All welcome

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Letter Submitted To Irish Times, 28th September

The Rising

Diarmaid Ferriter (Telling our children about the Easter rising is still no easy
27 September) is to be commended for bringing to public attention Tomas Derrig
in initiating the Bureau of Military History, an invaluable source for understandin
history of the events that brought this state into being.

Derrig was the first Fianna Fail Minister for Education and according to Ferri
considered that what was needed in informing young people about the 1916 Ris
a “record of facts” from “the Irish point of view”.
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The problem today as we approach the centenary is that our governing elite abandone

In place of a unifying sense of purpose based on the Proclamation we have a smal
preoccupation with countering Sinn Fein propaganda.
Dave Alvey

This letter appeared in the Irish Times on 31st August

Commemorating O'Donovan Rossa

eland.
minde

Stephen Collins ("McGuigan killing raises questions about Rising commemorations”,

Opinion & Analysis, August 22nd) raises critical questions about the r
commemoration of O’Donovan Rossa and, at the same time, calls for more pro
to be given to the events surrounding the campaign for Home Rule.
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It is significant that, in fact, there was a connection between the two eventg in the
summer of 1915. On May 19th, Prime Minister Asquith announced plans for a coalition
cabinet of Liberals and Tory Unionists and announced their names a week later. The
accession of Bonar Law, Arthur Balfour, Walter Long and Sir Edward Carson to the
cabinet effectively marked the end of the Home Rule Act. From the introduction|of the

Home Rule Billin 1912, Carson and his followers had pledged themselves to resi

Home

Rule and, on September 28th, 1914, he had declared that "when the war is over we will
call our Provisional Government together and we will repeal the Home Rule Act|so far

asitconcerns us inten minutes . . . we will also have our guns". This pledge was
endorsed by Bonar Law, leader of the Conservatives.

When, less than a year later, these men and their colleagues were appointe
cabinet, it was generally recognised that Home Rule was dead and burie
impression was confirmed by the measured opinion of Augustine Birrell, chief seq
of Ireland, who informed the Royal Commission on the Rising that the appointm
the coalition cabinet "seemed to mark the end of Home Rule, and strengthen t
Feiners enormously all over the country”. It was in this context that the fune
O’Donovan Rossa took place two months later, on August 1st, 1915, and th
attendance was, in part, occasioned by the failure of the policy of Home Rule.

Contrary to the impression given by Stephen Collins and Carla King (Augus
there was no attempt to endorse the indiscriminate bombing campaign of Rosg
younger days. Patrick Pearse had made it quite clear to Joe McGarrity, on Augu
1914, wheninforming him of the weapons landed at Howth, that "the ammunition |
is useless. It consists of explosive, which are against the rules of civilised war and
therefore, we are not serving out to the men".

It was in this spirit that Pearse spoke of Rossa’a dream of Irish national indepe
as expressed in a free and independent Irish republican government. Signif
several companies of Redmond’s National Volunteers and many public bodies joi
IRB and the Irish Volunteers in the procession to Glasnevin — a clear indication t
creation of an English coalition cabinet, allied to the tragedies of war, had comb
expose the true character of English rule in Ireland and to create a new dynamic
life.

For these reasons, it was fitting to commemorate the funeral of O’'Donovan Ro
it will be appropriate to commemorate the Easter Rising in the same spirit,
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from other cases and should be argued orin Ireland of the English Army.
its own merits. Quoting Reported Cases Therebellion of 1798 is referred to and

Does may be helpful to ajudge and may even bethe Act of Union 1800 after which for 120

It persuasive if strictly relevant but cases inyears all statute law applicable to Ireland
Stack Ireland are not law and a judge is notwas passed in London by the English

Up 5 bound by decisions made by other judgesParliament up to the Government of Ireland

because no two cases are exactly alike anéct 1920. The history of Irish law con-
because, most important of all, Reportedcludes with the Belfast Agreement of 10th
Cases are not statements of the law inApril 1998. Brian Doolan is quite clear
Ireland. about law-making being a function of the
Messrs Byrne and McCutcheonintheir Oireachtas and he states:

. ok "The Irlsh Legal _Systemqgne_ "It falls to the courts to interpret and

mc_orrectly and in an obviously anti-lrish apply the law which has either been laid
attitude quote English House of Lords  down by the Oireachtas in a statute or
cases in their exposition of the use of under the authority of the Oireachtas in
precedentin Irish courts. The authorsimply ~ subordinate legislation”.

that the cases quoted had a binding effect

are. Monoglot lawyers are unable to L .
) . on the Irish judges whereas in fact, the
educate themselves in the application of . .
cases were just persuasive. The author

the statute laws and jurisprudence of other " i
- N refer to'the rule"in this case or that case,
constitutionaljurisdictions such as France,
butrules arenot lawas they must be well

Spain, ltaly and indeed throughout the aware. A majority of the cases quoted by

Euro_pean Union and so they cling to the authors are either English or pre-1932
English and US law reports and the more | . :
Irish (when Ireland was still not wholly

adventurous of them may explore the law : .

4 . free of the English system). Indeed, it was :
reports of other English —speaking il th . fthe 1937 C ..~ Canon Law) should prevail over Common
common-law countries of the British n_otunt| t €passing o the onstitu- Law (which originated in English Civil

tion of Ireland that this State became free

Commqnweqlth such as _New Zealand andmc Englandinthe legal sphere. The authorsLaw) whenever the two systems conflicted.
Australia. It is my opinion and | have

o . “Aninteresting bit of history. Fundamental
shown that substantially in last month's are very learned lawyers but tis mostly in

. - . Rights are well covered. As is European
article (rish Political RevieWy that these the Engl_lsh legal tradition which they are La%v P
. . . learned in. : ' .
monoglot lawyers are not improving their Brian Doolan's book is Irish law from
knowledge of Irish law one jot because They betray their Anglophilia in their an Irish perspective. There is no sense of
Ireland is not a common-law jurisdiction. book where they trace the history of Irish forelock tugging to the British who are
law back to the coming of the Normans in our neighbours but whose legal systems

A Tax-Lawyer who read my article on 1189 and what they are tracing is Englishhave gone along a different trajectory to
Ireland being a Constitutional Law law as it applies to a colony in Ireland. the Irish system.
Jurisdiction (rish Political Review Reference is not made to the Brehon
September) has disagreed with me andLaws which applied in Ireland up to the  The influence of English common law
has pointed out that Reported Cases (hesixteenth century and up to the seventeentlis given its due place in a quotation from
called them, quite improperly, case-law) century in some parts of Irelanthrfcient ~ Gavan Duffy in 1945. He said:
are quoted quite freely in tax cases beforeLaws of Ireland and Brehon Laws-Senchas
the Appeal Commissioners, the Circuit M6r' in 6 Volumes.)
Court and the High Court in Ireland so as  Byrne and McCutcheon's book is being
to reinforce arguments about applications used to 'educate' lawyers in Ireland and He did not say it was part of our law.
and interpretations of statute law con- thus continuing the insidious propaganda Jurisprudence consists of the philo-

CommoN Law JuRisDICTION ?

The fairytale fiction of Ireland being a
common-law jurisdiction has a firm grip bo
on the imaginations of many of our so-
called professional lawyers. Itis a comfort
for those lawyers who do not like to be
different from English or US lawyers and
who are monoglots as most Irish lawyers
And on page 31 of the Seventh Edition
éhe author gives a clear and concise
description of subordinate legislation.

The Table of Cases lists mostly modern
Irish cases and the only English case which
met my eye was The Earl of Oxford's case
1615 in which Francis Bacon decided that
the Law of Equity (which originated in

"The common lawis anintegral portion
of our jurisprudence.”

cerning taxation matters. about the English legal system in Ireland. sophy behind our laws and the reasons
| referred him to Mr. Justice Niall why judges decide as they do in particular
McCarthy'sForeword to the First Edition’ On the other hand, the bo®kinciples  cases.

of 'The Irish Legal Systerby Raymond  of Irish Law'by Brian Doolan has a much Brian Doolan's booferinciples of Irish
Byrne and J. Paul McCutcheon in which more Irish statement of the Nature andLaw'is to be highly commended.
Mr. Justice McCarthy said: History of Irish Law. He refers to the Michael Stack ©

"..the strictures, formal approach and, Brehon Laws being officially used by th
most regrettably, attitudes of lawyers in English administration in Ireland when i .
Ireland remain English orientated... Itis 1556 a case involving a dispute over title COrrections to
a fault of the lawyers of this generation to land was directed to be decided by the .
because of a failure to examine and Brehons. Reference is made to Enéli hSeptember ISSue
analyse the law, rather than take reque'nefforts to impose their will in Ireland
an unthinking and uncritical citation of

precedent. Forensic forelock tugging is through laws such as Poyning's Law 1494- Page 8line 15 of article
as much part of the cultural cringe that 95 and the Dependency of Ireland A t- useful' for 'useless'
has beset our country as the mimicry of 1719 (known as the Sixth of George the

English accents and manners, but it mayFirst). Brian Doolan does not say so but pf . .

be more damaging in its long term course these declarations of legal suprem- Page 12 Ilne 15 Of artl(:le
- ‘empathy’ for 'empty’
e

effects.” acy of England over Ireland were effecti
Every case before the courts is different only because of the continuous prese




GUILDS continued

An Irish Solution To A British Problem?

odd trades.

"The first reference to Odd Fellowg'
Lodge, number nine, isto a meeting atghe
Globe Tavern, London in 1748. Anothgr
source is the Ancient Order of Bucks,hn
18th century organisation with an embl@m
of three bucks with antlers entwined. The
Odd Fellows nationally date from 181D,
with regional groups co-existing, sorge
as breakaways. Although primarily ja
social organisation rather than for mutglal

It is obvious that the UK's relationship what could be agreed common interes].
with the EU is getting more problematic Ireland could accept the King as head
and whatever the result of the referendunthis relationship but not as King of Ireland
that situation is notgoing to change. ltwill  Even though it was not accepted at tige

1974 was designed to putthe matter to bedt when in power and it became thig
but it did not do so. The UK is simply not functional method by which the Britis
of Europe. Scotland is different and Commonwealth itself developed but th{
Northern Ireland has had so much EUcould never be openly acknowledged agi
money that it will find it difficult to cut off ~ originated from a 'tainted source' in tHg
this source of funds despite an instinctiveperson of de Valera!

anti-EU bias among Unionists. But Even the Anglican Church is plannin
England dominates the UK and the formera form of external association for itself:

and similar groups were operating in fhe
1950s with sickness and death benefgs"
(ibid. p.11)

(Continued next Issue)

is simply not at ease with Europe. It can't
live with Europe and it can't be indifferent

to it so what is the best relationship to
have?

The Irish Government's attitude is
pathetic and demeaning. A Brexit raises
opportunities in terms of Ireland being a
member of a strong currency, being the
only English-speaking member of the
largest market in the world, and being an
obvious attraction for more FDI here as

*Tanganyika Groundnut Schene was g
project of the colonial Britis
Government to cultivate tracts of wigat
is now Tanzania with peanuts. Launcified
by the administration of British Prinf
Minister Clement Attlee (Labour), th
project was abandoned in 1951 ager
considerable cost to the taxpayer w
itdid notbecome profitable. Groundniits
require at least 500 mm (20 inches)}of

"The archbishop of Canterbury i
proposing to effectively dissolve thg
fractious and bitterly divided worldwidg
Anglican communion and replace it wit
a much looser grouping. Justin Welb
(Archbishop of Canterbury) ha;s
summoned all the 38 leaders of tij
national churches of the Anglica
communion to a meeting in Canterbu
next January, where he will propose thjgt
the communion be reorganised as a gro

rainfall per year; the area chosen
subject to drought.

of churches that are all linked t{
Canterbury but no longer necessarily
each other" (Guardian, 16 September

opposed to an UK outside the EU. There
is even the prospect of UK companies
relocating here for easier access to the EU
aswe are told UK industry is very pro-EU. India found the idea of externa
In spite of all this there is almost aassociation particularly useful in it
Government panic atthe prospect. Itseemgegotiations with the British o
to think that the UK will for some reason Independence and its becoming a Repul
take our interests into account whenwithin the Commonwealth was
deciding its position on the EU and thatculmination of the concept.
the Irish Government has a duty to save
the UK fromitself. Ifthe greatFree Trade It is a formula that would suit thd
nation wants to erect barriers and imposeelationship between the EU and the UY.
sanctions on one of its leading tradingThe UK bridles at any loss of sovereign
partners—let it do so if it believes that's inthat it is not forced to accept and the EU
its interests. But it has not said it is. It's ain no position to enforce such authority:
case of the Irish Government trying toat least not until Mr. Juncker creates
bluff and frighten itself. new model army.
Interms of what the UK wants, it would

But there could be a positive Irish be whatitsays onthetin. The UK could d
contribution that would be of service to its own sweet way and concern itself wit
both the UK and the EU. The dire need isEurope when both agree on commyg
that there should be clarity, transparencyinterests. For example, the UK conside
and that all understand and accept wherBIATO of much more importance tha
their allegiances and future interests lie. membership of the EU and there

In the course of the Truce during thetherefore an existing basis of a commd
War of Independence de Valera came upnterest—nowadays a malignant intere
with the concept of External Association of course—but an interest nevertheless.
to define the new relationship that couldThere can be a myriad of such common The special unit setup by Kenny to deal
be established between the UK and Irelandnterests, real and imagined. But as longvith the prospect of a Brexit should have
Ireland was to be outside the British Empireas there is no pre-ordained obligation ora look at Document No.2 and update it—
and the source of its own sovereignty ancither side to be part of any of them eactbut | suppose that would stick in his throat
authority and having a recognisedcan develop as it wishes and neither idecause of the 'tainted source'.
relationship with the British Empire on beholden in any way the other. Jack Lane

* "John Company"— The East Indid
Company (EIC), also known as tje
Honourable East India Company ghd
informally as John Company was jn

ic English and later British joint-stod
company, formed to pursue trade with
the East Indies, but which ended jip
trading mainly with the India
subcontinent and Qing China.

* Walter de Burgh—Sir Walter Liath d4

s Burgh, Anglo-Irish magnate, digp
February 1332. De Burgh aggradiged
the lordship of Connacht to himself tigat
in 1330, its lord, the Earl of Ulster, wiis
forced into open conflict with de Burg,
who was his cousin. Warfare continugd
till November 1331 when the E&l
captured Walter and his two brothegs,
imprisoning them in Northburgh Castjg,
Inishowen, County Donegal. de Burfgh
died there of starvation in February 13§2.
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GUILDS continued

DUBLIN'S Tailor's Hall—The oldes
surviving Guild Hall in Dublin which ha
been at the heart of Dublin for over 3
years. It is of considerable architectu
and historical interest. It had a variety,
different uses, including a meeting pl3
for the Tailors' Guild and other Guilds,
was used for entertainment, teaching
an army barracks and a court hou
Tailors' Hallis best known for the series
important meetings held there in 17
organised by the Catholic committe
These came to be known as The B

called 'Westminster model' was bas
for many years later, and it would takg
revision of Magna Carta to abolish t
office of Lord Mayor" {bid. p.6).

> The Corporation claims to be the worlg

ral ment body. Both businesses and resids
of of the City, or'Square Mile’, are entitled
Ce€to vote in elections, and in addition to
It functions as the local authority
a%nalogous to those undertaken by
S€.boroughs that administer the rest
of London—it takes responsibility fo

€. and representing its interests. T
ACkcorporation's structure includes the La

00 oldest continuously elected local goveln-

d County Tyrone and Desmond Hi
Deputy Lieutenant for County Antri

("Irish" Daily Mail , 26 7.2010)

Kkkk

* Kkkk

S

FrReeMEN AND LIVERYMEN
Membership generally falls into t

ts "freedom of the company", upon fulfilli
— certain criteria: traditionally, bypatri-
hemony!, if either parent were a Liverymg

I served the requisite number of years a

92 supporting the financial services indusf{ry apprentice to a senior company mem

heor by "redemption’ upon paying a feq

Lane Parliament.

L ONDON'S ADMINISTRATION —

A TaLe oF Two CiTIES

"The Livery companies and the City
London have grown up togethqr,
developing and adapting over the
centuries to help sustain London's gre-

eminence as a financial and business

centre. They share many common gagals

and objectives and work" (Livery

Companies.com).

pf

The City of London Corporatiof
officially and legally the Mayor an
Commonalty and Citizens of the City [of
London, is the municipal governing bofly
of the City of London, the historic centre
of London and the location of much of the
UK's financial sector. In 2006 the name
was changed from Corporation of London
to avoid confusion with the wider Londgn
local government, the Greater London
Authority.

9|

Mayor, the Court of Aldermen, the Cou
of Common Council, and the Freem
and Livery of the City.

The election of the Sheriffs and certs

rd Most Livery Companies reserve the rig
rt toadmitdistinguished people, particula
en in their sphere of influence, as Honorj
Freemen. Freemen may advance
in become Liverymen, after obtaining

other officers is the prerogative ¢f freedom of the City of London, and wi

Liverymen alone and the election of t

he their Court of Assistants' approval. O

Lord Mayor of the City of London is @ Liverymen are eligible to vote inthe ann

shared responsibility between Liverym
and the City Aldermen.

"The Lord Mayor today has normall
been elected by voters as a Comm
Councilman; elected by Liverymen i

en election of the Lord Mayor of London, t
Sheriffs and various other City ci
y offices, including the Ale Conners a
onBridge Masters.

n The Livery companies elect a major

Common Hall as an alderman; accep
by the Aldermanic Court; elected by t
Liverymen as Sheriff; then elected by t
Liverymen again as Lord Mayor. He w.
always given a baronetcy

governmentof 1967 reduced it to knight

hood. Then, in the 1990s, this no long
became an automatic honour, whi
caused criticism abroad. The Lord Mayj
lives in the Mansion House during h

year—called by the French for obviodis

reasond.a Maison Maisoli' (Melling,
p.24).

"The Corporation is a separate logal
authority : it administers 677 acres (2474
hectares), the 'Square Mile', four Thames
bridges, many parks outside London and
a police force. Should anything hapgen
to the Corporation, the existence of the
guilds should be little affected." (Melling,
p.22)

The office ofLord Mayor of Londorj
differs from that oMayor of Londonthe
former being the governing officer solgly
for the City of London, while the Mayor ¢f
London has responsibility for the whqle
of Greater London, a much larger arpa.
Within the City of London, the Lord Mayqgr
isaccorded precedence over allindividyals
except the Sovereign and retains varipus
traditional powers, rights and privileggs.

"London government and Londgn
Livery together were the fountain njot
only of the British Livery movement biit
of world democratic government, forlit
was on the City of London that the qo-

*

"From Clare to Here"

Judge Patrick Clyne {a moveab
judge of the Irish District Courts} wa
among esteemed guests at Buckingh
Palace this week for a garden party h

until the

edof the members of the Livery Committe

€ Committee oversees the elections
S Sheriffs and the Lord Mayor, educafe

Ee a body administered at Guildhall. T

~ Liverymen regarding the City and
er activities, represents the Livery Co
th panies in communications with the Ci

or "Some of the voting rights of t
S Liverymen have been whittled away
central government. in 1918, the Live
man's right to exercise his parliament
franchise was abolished but those wi
business premises qualification wq
allowed to be on a separate list
Liverymen in the register and to votep
such; the special register contained
names in 1947. In 1948, the busin
premises qualification was abolishd
(Melling, p.24).

e

»J
am
pld

by the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh.

The judge jetted out early on Tuesd
afternoon to escort Elisabeth Hobday
the event. Miss Hobday is the Master
the Worshipful Company of Loriner
{Saddlers}and previously lived in Enni
Co. Clare—a far cry from the changi
of the guard.

The pair were among 20 masters of {
City of London Livery Companies prese
atthe party with their wives, who, belie

it or not, are referred to as mistresseqd.

Patrick sits on the board of the Natior]
Library of Ireland and a Dublin Hors|
Show judge is quite the socialite so
royal invite is likely to garner much env
among his peers at home.

Other Irish guests included Pet
Acheson, Vice-Lord Lieutenant o

THe Opb FeLLows
"An interesting deviation from thg
London model arises from the O
Fellows, an organisation of 100,0
members in the UK and half a millid
worldwide. This society began in t
City of London in the 17th centur
evolving from the mediaeval Guilds, wi
varying explanations of their title. O
source states that it was so unusua
‘common labouring men' to band toget

2\Y
to
of




GUILDS continued

Levant Companies'ilfid. p.23).

"It must be emphasised that t
honoraryfreedom bestowed by the Ci{}/
is the highest honour it can bestow and i
normally granted to royalty, military
leaders, statesmen and philanthropi
including Field Marshal the Duke d
Wellington, Admiral Lord Nelson, Si
Winston Churchill, Lord Baden-Powe
and Baroness Thatcher" (lbid, p.19).

"London government and Londg
Livery together were the fountain n
only of the British Livery movement b
of world democratic government, for
was on the City of London that the s
called 'Westminster model' was bas
many years later, and it would take|
revision of Magna Carta to abolish t
office of Lord Mayor"(Ibid, p.6).

"By Victorian times it was certainl

just about the dinners: sumptuous gnd

sometimes rowdy. By then the companies
reputation was a bit dubious, and so
politicians began to see them a
reactionary bastion. Since they still ha
role in the City of London's governan

ants and artisans—incorporated by Royal

Charter and able to regulate their oyn
affairs—effectively controlled the City's
government. Without their activg
involvementthe King's {James |—1603-
25} schemes were doomed to failurg”
(The Honourable The Irish Comparly
website, 2015).

"At that time London businessme
were preoccupied with the new oppdr-
tunities opening up in North Americg
and, whilst always reluctant to incur the
King's displeasure without good caude,
they did not welcome such a hazarddus
and financially dubious proposition. |t
needed a potent combination of thrdat
and seduction to persuade thgm
otherwise" {bid).

"His Majesty's submission to the Cit),
in July 1609,'Motives and Reasons tp
induce the city of London to undertake
the Plantation in the North of Ireland
painted a glowing picture of the lushneps
and bounty of the "promised land".

What the Crown didn't mention, byt

which the Londoners guessed, was the
ecertainty that their alien presence, with |ts
aAnglicised ways, would be resolutely

aopposed by the native Irish who had bgen
, dispossessed to make room for them.

this was anissue. In the late 19th centyry, (ibid.)

they felt compelled to get their act together

:in 1878 they founded the City & Guilds
Institute to develop vocational educatign,
a role it still fulfils, the big companie
beganto use their wealth more positively,
and in the 20th century they beca
improbably fashionable" RHinancial
Times 21.12.2012).

JosePH FIRTH
"In the 1880s the Guild System came
under attack, particularly from an MP

"Butthe King's Privy Councillors werg
insistent and the City found itself wit
little choice. With considerable forg-
bodings and only after a report fro
"four wise, grave and discreet citizeng"
who had been sent to view the propoged
site, the City agreed to levy the initigl
£20,000 required to begin the projeqt"
(ibid).

"The plantation areaincluded the whdle
territory bounded by the Foyle, the s¢a
and the Bann, including the towns ¢f
Derry and Coleraine and the fisheries [of

‘O'Cahan's Country'

"From the original figure of £20,00(
which would treble by the end of Kirf|g
James's reign, {1603-25} the 12 live
companies undertook to construct tfo
new towns of 200 and 100 housesflin
'‘O'Cahan's Country', renamed Colerggne
or Londonderry and plant their ne
possessions with London's surpB@is
population. Sir Daniel Molyneux, thg
Ulster King at Arm's, bestowal of a nd
crest to the new citadel of Londonde
favoured the seated skeleton (an alluggon
to Walter De Burgh's* incarceration agd
death by starvation in 1332). He deenged
the skeleton and appropriate metapfor
for 'The Derrie' being 'raysed from tfge
dead by the worthy undertakinge of fhe
noble cittie of London'..."A Guide to|
the Plantation of Ulster in Derry an
Donegal Donegal County Museum cirg
2013).

"In return The Honourable the Irid
Society, the company set up to overflee
the Plantation, received over half amillign
acres. This was divided into lots pf
between 10,000 and 40,000 acres a
the livery companies and their sub-
sidiaries, around what would become fhe
major urban settlements in the nevlly
fortified country” (bid).

"49,000 acres around Dungiven S
given to the Skinners; 32,600 acres inghe
Bellaghy area went to the Vintners. The
Goldsmiths were only awarded 11,080
acres. The Honourable the Irish Socigty
were granted 29,900 acres and 116,00
acres went to the Church of Ireland ghd
the Bishopric of Derry"ibid).

"The new towns of Londonderry afid
Coleraine each received 7,000 acges,
whilst the natives retained 52,050 acrjgs
(ibid).

The Honourable The Irish Sociefy

evolved into a self funding, crosl-

Joseph Firth. A royal commission was
set up under the Earl of Derby, with Firth
as a member, but the evidence broupht

before the commission complete
justified the Livery companies
operations" (Melling, p.23).

Firth, a Quaker, was an active cal
paigner for reform of Local Governme
in London, aswell as beinginvolvedint
Liberal Party. In 1880, he entered t
House of Commons as one of two Me
bers of Parliament for Chelsea and h
the seat until 1885. Firth was Presiden
the London Municipal Reform LeagJ
from 1882, and author ofMunicipal
London; or London Government as it|i
and London Government as it ought to

L onDON LIVERIES AND |RELAND
"Under the Tudors {1485-1603}, thp
City of London had become the financ
agent of the Crown and the Live
Companies, guilds of craftsmen, merq

the two rivers. A Committee establish¢d COMmmunity charitable organisation ma
by the City of London to negotiate with years ago and continues to work toda
the Privy Council recommended that|a the benefit of the community in Cou
body be set up in London to govein |ondonderry, as laid down in the Ro

plantation affairs. The towns of Derfy charters of 1613 and 1662 which gov
and Coleraine would have their own its activities

corporations but they would take advige
and direction from London. Thi$

recommendation was accepted and|in ) |“ ) ) -
1613—through the Royal Charterwhigh ~ DERRY'S GUILDHALLThe original

established the City and the County fof town hall was built in the 1600s in t
Londonderry—James | established this Diamond area of the City and w

body, which came to be known as Tle destroyed during the Siege in 1689.
Honourable The Irish Societylb{d).

"Although its members were nomir}- : P
ated by the City of London, The Iris Honourable The lIrish Society' on lal

Society was in effect an autonomolis reclaimed from the River Foyle ata cos
body which had full authority to manage £19,000 (equivalentto£1.5million toda
the affairs of the plantation and was legally The iconic building was named in hong
accountable only to the Crown. Onge of its connection to the City of Londgd

created, however, The Society adopte
pragmatic approach to its role ar
developed a robust independence wh

H aand its guilds. It was officially opened
d 1890 as the administrative centre
C,hLondonderry Corporation. It is the o

did not always please its royal mastefs L . A .
(The Honourable The Irish Comparly SUTViVing guildhall still in civic use i
Ireland.

website, 2015).

continued on page 27

Guildhall was built in 1887 by 'Th
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The Livery Companies and Politics

The LondonDaily Telegrapharticle
reprinted in last monthisabour Comment
(Mondragon 44) whilst giving a goo(
background to the financial wealth of th
Livery Companies, never-the-less, gloss
over the political aspects and the enormd
influence of the 12 Livery companies 0
the administration and control of the Cif
of London Corporation—théGolden
Mile".

PROTESTANT REFORMATION
"The Livery Companies of the City o
London probably had their origin befor
1066. London's Medieval guilds develo
ed into corporations responsible fg
training as well as regulating thei
respective trades, suchwaage control,

labour conditions and industry standard
Like most organisations during th

Middle Ages, guilds or Livery companie$

were obliged to forge close ties with th
Church in Rome (at least prior to th
Protestant Reformation) by endowin
religious establishments such as chan

companies, whose trade died out lofg
ago, such as the Longbow Make
Company, have evolved into bein
primarily charitable foundations” (ibd.
"London's Livery companies, whic
currently number 110, play a significant
part in City life, not least by providing
charitable-giving and networking
opportunities. Liverymen retain voting
rights for the senior civic offices, such gs
the Sheriffs and Lord Mayor of the Cit
of London Corporation, an anciernt
municipal authority with extensive locd|
government powers'ik(id.).

After the Carmen received City Liver
status in 1746 no new companies w4
established in London for 180 years un
the Master Mariners in 1926 (grantsg
Livery in 1932). Post-1926 creations a
commonly described amodern Livery
companiesThe Worshipful Company of
E Arts Scholars, the newest, was granted
i Livery status on 11th February 2014
rymaking it the 110th City Livery compan

= 1

re
til
d
e

—

chapels and churches, by observi
religious festivals with hosting ceremo

ies and their well-known mystery playg.

Most Livery companies retain thei

historical religious associations, although

nowadays members are free to follo

any faith or none
(Livery Companies.comn

"Most Livery companies maintain thei

original trade, craft or professional roleg
some still exercise powers of regulatiof,

inspection and enforcement, others a
awarding bodies for professional quali
ications. The Scriveners' Company adm

senior members of legal and associatf

professions, the Apothecaries' Compal
awards post-graduate qualifications
some medical specialties, and t
Hackney Carriage Drivers' Compan
comprises licensed taxi drivers who ha

passed the "Knowledge of London" teq}.

Several companies restrict members
only to those holding relevant profed
sional qualifications, e.g. the City o
London Solicitors' Company and th
Worshipful Company of Engineers. Othe

g by order of precedence.

The Honourable Company of Air Pilot
is exceptional among London's Livery
companies by having active regionfl
committees in Australia, Canada, Homg

D

A

Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
offered special rates on other publications

| 7rish Political Review is published by

the IPR Group: write to—

1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
Bray, Co. Wicklow  or

S 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or

e

dz Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT

or Labour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029
C/0O Shandon St. P.O., Cork

Subscription by Post:

P 12 issues: Euro-zone & World Surface: €40;
Sterling-zone: £25

Electronic Subscription:
€15/ £12 for 12 issues
(or € 1.30/ £1.10 per issue)
You can also order from:
https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

P

Kong, New Zealand and the United Statds.

Some key facts about the City of Londg
Livery Companies: 108 companie§;
26,250 Liverymen; They have affiliation
t0:153 schools and colleges; 65 church
216 regular and reserve units ofthe Arm
Forces; 101 cadet units

Livery Companies have always bed
concerned with philanthropy, and in 20
gave atotal of £41.85 million to charitabg
causes.

Livery companies have traditionall
supported or maintained almshouses
elderly people. 20 companies currentf
provide for 1,014 elderly residents.

THE Liveries AND PoLiTics

"The Livery Companies have collec
ively influenced much of Britain's histor
for example the enterprise and money
the Merchant Venturers. Livery enterpride
colonised Ulster, gave it many amenitig
and controlled its destinies until the e
of the 19th century. Livery enterpris
colonised the state of Virginia and wd
responsible for the Groundnut Schem
in Africa and the agricultural colonisatio
of the former Rhodesia'Discovering
London's Guilds and Liverieslohn
Kennedy Melling, Shire books, 200
p.22-23).

"Livery companies supplied shipg
sailors, soldiers and arms for royq{
emergencies. Further emergencies arg
under the more ruthless monarc
particularly Elizabeth | and the Stuart
the latter devising the scheme of calli
in the charters and making the compan
buy them back again. In this way thg
guilds have influenced both British an
world history: British, for example, b
refusing to help Charles I, thus enabli
Parliament to win the Civil War; ang
world, by investing in such as the E
India Company (‘John Company")

.
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