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July Developments Show

The DUP/Tory Pact In Context

Ulster Unionism has come to the attention of the mainland. Itis maintaining in @ffi i ;

by support from the backbenches, a Tory Party that failed to win a General Ele iorgqteXIt Stl" On Course

is feeling important because it is playing a part in the political life of the state, insfead d#rexit developments in July included:
sitting on the Westminster backbenches as spectators. But, if it has any sensibillfy #@#lefeat of a motion on special status for
it must now be realising that mainland British politics, having been obliged Py tae North at the European Parliament; a
electoral accident to take notice of it, regards it as essentially bizarre and alien.J THeFtRer and more public distancing by key

how it is seen, even by the Tory Party which it keeps in Office. Establishment elements from the pro-
British position of Ray Bassett; a telling

hdgsh pessimism about British intentions
rabthg MacGill Summer School; an equally
feding intervention by Roy Foster publish-
vegr in theTimes Literary Supplement
gregganising that Ireland is strongly pro-
1494;)and the second round of negotiations
in Brussels. The drift of developments set
Tgrynotion by the June election in the UK
continued but the ripples are eddying in
ways not fully picked up in mainstream
2 {ggkia. A discussion with Alastair Camp-
tykald (Tony Blair's collaborator) on the
séfitian Finucane show (July 23) captured
some of the challenges facing the anti-
mirgit camp.
Ister

British political life is conducted within the familiar routines of a long-establi
party system, and its familiar party banter. It was shaped over hundreds of y
system of two parties, with a third trying to break in. (The third party before th
War of 1914-19 was the Labour Party. The Liberal Party, which launched th
broke apart under the stress of it. Labour took its place as the second party of
and Liberals have ever since been vainly trying to get back to where they were i

In an attempt to include Ulster Unionism in the family, it has been said that th
Party used to be called tB®nservative and Unionist Partgind that Ulster Unionis
was part of it. But that story doesn't sell—firstly because it is a tall story.

Go back a hundred years, and there was no Tory Party. From 1893 until 19
existed was the Unionist Party. The Unionist Party was a merger of the Tory P
the social reform wing of the Liberal Party based in Birmingham and led by
Chamberlain. The Liberal Party, Gladstone's Liberal Party, \aéssaz fairecapitalis
party, a free trade party. Social reform began in earnest in the 1890s under th
of Tories and social reform Liberals in the Unionist Party after a Liberal split.
Unionism was taken under the wing of that British Unionist Party but was never a
influence in it.

adin EurROPEAN PARLIAMENT VOTE
On July 5th a motion that would have
allowed Northern Ireland to remain under

To iaieZ To iaieZ

he took to be working hand in glove with

Part2  Anti-Semitism against the Jewish com-

munity's interests. However, Britain's

: War on the Ottomans and Asquith's

Further Aspects of the Balfour Declaration DeclarationoflntentagainsttheOt?omans
changed everything and Rothschild found
himself the focus of the thing he had
previously seen as a great threat to his

In November 1914, four days after November that the Gladstonidmg and
England had declared War on the Otto-baggage'policy had been extended into
mans, Prime Minister Asquith announcedAsia Minor to the benefit of Zionism. .
at the Guildhall in London that it was  Baron Rothschild, the leader of English community.

Britain's intention to dismantle the Otto- Jewry, had collaborated in Balfoulign's In November 1914 Albert Hyamson, a
man Empire, not only in Europe but in Actby joining the Parliamentary Commis- Jewish Civil Servant, penned animportant
Asia. This was a fundamental departure insion set up to organise the control of article for The New Statesmaentitied

British Policy and it interestéthe Jewish ~ Jewish emigration to England. He did this The Future of Palestine. It noted that

Chronicle It noted in its editorial of 13th to counter Theodor Herzl's Zionism, which Palestine was now in the melting pot as a
To page 9
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tion between the populist Democratic
Unionist Party and the Tories. The con-
nection was with the Ulster Unionist Party.
The Labour Party said it supported a
United Ireland, and that was its excuse for
boycotting Northern Ireland (refusing to
accept members), butin Office the Labour
Party promptly forgot it&Jnited Ireland

policy,

The Ulster Unionist Party governed the
strange Northern Ireland constitutional
construct in the only way that such an
inherently bad system could be governed.
It was an undemocratic system in the
basic sense that the election in it could
play no part in the election of a party to
govern the sovereign state. And it was
profoundly aggravating and provocative
towards the very large Catholic minority
which was daily humiliated by a Protestant

Biteback: Grenfell Tower. Michael Robinson
The Labour Party — power and principle. Raymond Deane
Trump and the Russian connection. Philip O'Connor
Irish Times Silences Query On Where It Stands On
The Right To Trial By Jury. Manus O'Riordan
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Brexit)
Harpers Proclaimed! Jack Lane

communal sub-government with the
Orange Order at its core. (The Protestant
community had no alternative but to
operate this system ifit wanted to maintain
"the British connection~so it was
decreed by Britain.)

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney:

Eventually, under extreme provocation
P.S. O'Hegarty Writes On The Fenians  (back page)

in August 1969, the minority rebelled, and

) ) ) . ) ) there was a war. The war, latent in the
The major reforms carried outinIreland published in 1920. It provided not only system for half a century, was precipitated

during the entire period of British rule for Partition but for the setting up of a py Ulster Unionistaction, butitwas fought
were done by the Unionist Government of Home Rule Governmentin the Six Count- petween the nationalist community and
1895-1905. Ulster Unionist resistance to ies that were to remain within the British the Government of the state, despite
some of these reforms were easily brushedstate (with a similar provision for Southern attempts made by that Government to
aside by the Party. Ireland which remained a dead letter). yeduce it to a local Catholic/Protestant
Up to this moment it was taken for \ygr.

From 1915 to 1922 there was Coalition granted that the part of Ireland that
Governmentin Britain. In 1915-16itwas remained within the United Kingdom  Thjs journal, during the 1970s and
a Coalition of the Liberal Party and the would be governed on the same basis a3 9g0s, took part in an attempt to bring the
Unionist Party with some representation the rest of the state. The Ulster Unionist sjx Counties within the operations of the
of the Labour Party. In 1916 the Liberal leader protested against the change. Hegyitish system of democratic party politics.
Party split again. The Prime Minister, said they had nowishto govern Catholics,|t was opposed by the Ulster Unionist
Asquith, was thrown out and Lloyd butwanted all to be governed impartially party which had become accustomed to—
George, left with a Liberal rump, became within the political system of the state. qdicted to—the role of local communal
the figurehead Prime Minister of what The Unionist Government in Whitehalll gominance organised by religion. It was
was essentially a Unionist Government. paid no heedNorthern Irelandvas setup  giso lobbied against at Whitehall by Dublin

In 1918 this War Coalition, minus the in1921and the Ulster Unionists undertook governments, which opposed Partition
Labour Party, foughtthe General Election to govern it, no longer as a region of the pyt supported the local system of Six
asaunit. [twon by alandslide, butit soon Unionist Party, but a separate Party. Itcounty Protestant dominance in prefer-
ran into trouble in its attempts to consoli- was put to them that this would facilitate ence to the British system of party govern-
date the expansion of the Empire gainedthe anti-republican campaign inthe restof ment in which all in the Six Counties
by the defeat of Germany and Turkey. Inlreland, andthey agreedtoitésapreme  mjight play a part. (But Whitehall needed
the face of an effective defiance by the sacrifice"in the cause of Empire. no persuasion from Dublin to maintain the
Turks in 1922 there was a revolt on the system which it had established for its
Unionist back-benches. The Coalition From that moment onwards Ulster o, o moses )
was broughtdown_ Party po]itics resumed'UnioniSt Northern Ireland was a strange We read in the Londofimesof June
From this point onwards the Unionist Party creature on the fringe of British politics, 5g that—
began to be calletle Conservative Party ~ shunned by the re-born Tory Party and by
or, occasionally theConservative and the newly-born Labour Party.
Unionist Party But Ulster Unionism
ceased to be part of it.

"David Trimble was a man of vision
and courage who sacrificed himself and
) his Ulster Unionist Party to bring about

The Tory Party acted as its protector at  the Good Friday Agreement... It was
first, while keeping it at arm's length. Trimble's dream that mainland political
AnewGovernment of Ireland Bias ~ However, there has never beenany connec- parties would stand for election in



Northern Ireland and give voters a red

alternative to sectarianism, but iLETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

the Conservatives did, the Labour Part
to this day refuses on the spurious groungs
that the nationalist SDLP is the sister

party..." Never TheOrder Of The British EmpireFor Art Malik?

The writer of this article is Ruth Dudle
Edwards, who was a nationalist histori
forty or fifty years ago, and an admirer o
Patrick Pearse, who is now generall)
regarded in British/Irish circles as a fascist.
Edwards went on to become an Establish-
ment figure on the British political scene,
through political affinity combined with
marriage. She is now best described as a
British political commentator of lIrish

"Malik seems driven by a very measured sort of passion. As beautifully spoken a
expect a Guildhall man to be, he can do five minutes on rising intolerance without
a breath. He is happy about the swing towards Corbyn in the UK elections. He
England, but he can't shake off anger at the imperial legacy. Gentle, reasoned
never too far away'lt would be a very simple decision if they were to offer me anyt
in the Queen's birthday honours or the New Year's Honduessays, forestalling an
queries about his lack of an OBIE stands for Empire. Why would | want an award t
saysthat is what makes you fantastic. | know wttatt means. | grew up aware of 25
years of imperial rule. Why would | want—as quoted in th&ish Times June 30th.

Art Malik stars in the recently released Irish fithalal Daddy, set in Co. Sligo. Malik

origin. was born in Pakistan in 1952, but settled with his family in London at the age of
Trimble played no part whatever in the Wikipedia writes of his earlier starring roles:

campaign to bring the Six Counties withi
the sphere of British party-politics. He
began his political career as/anguard
militant. Vanguard was a kind of fascis
movement developed by William Craig
the Home Office Ministerin the old Union
istregime, who came down heavily on the

"In 1982, five years after leaving the Guildhall, Malik was cast as the doomed
Indian Hari Kumar in the Granada Television productioftef Jewel in the Crowhased
on Paul Scott'Raj QuartetDuring filming, David Lean cast him in his film productic
of A Passage to Indiathe two high profile and successful productions assuring
professional future."

How refreshing is Malik's attitude, compared to the Shoneenism of "our owr

Civil Rights protesters in 1968. Craig Dublin Fusiliers”, those UK Knights, Bono and Sir Bob Geldof!

asserted that the Northern Ireland system
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Manus O'Riordan

had, through custom, acquired a sovereign
status of its own, independent of West-

group of senior Unionist barristers. When predicts, predicted that the consequencestate.

When he replaced Molyneaux as leaderundemocratically governed because itwas
minster. In this he was supported by aof the UUP this journal, which rarely excluded from the party system of the

Britain decided that the subordinate for the party would be bad. understand that they would have no car
future in the Party if they persisted in this
Six Counties had become too much of a  Trimble did not, in any meaningful view, but it offered them the face-saving
nuisance to tolerate any longer, it paid no sense,"bring about” the Good Friday gesture of admitting Northern Ireland

governing system it had established in the

heed to Craig's argumentation. A Tory Agreement.

The Party leadership let them

eer

He submitted to it under residents to individual party membership.

Government abolished the Stormont duress applied to him by Prime Minister |n real political terms this was an empty
Government with the stroke of a pen in Tony Blair, and then, as a party to it, he gesture.

1972. (Ifithad followed this up by taking prevented it from becoming operative.  More recently the Party has allowed
the Six Counties back into the system of He might have gained advantage eithemorthern Ireland members to contest
politics by which Britain was governed, from supporting and implementing it, or elections, but the whole thing is treated as
the Republican war-effort would very from opposing it outright and defying the empty charade that it is by the elect-
probably have gone into decline.) Blair. By submitting to it formally, in  orate. (Northern Ireland Conservativ

. . order to obstruct it from within, he gotthe felt particularly betrayed when Cameron
Craig responded to the abolition of the worst of both courses and none of theestablished an electoral alliance with the

Stormont _Gove_rnment in 1972 with his benefits. His party was shredded by PaiS'e)UUP for an election some years ago_)
Ulster NationalistvVanguardmovement,  ho opposed the Agreement, and who

which was of a kind with the nationalist then made the Agreement operative when The Democratic Unionist Party began
movement of the white COIOnyIn Rhodesia he had undermined the Unionist Party. as a party Organised around a Church—

which had unilaterally declared its
independence of Britain a few years earlier

when Britain showed signs of negotiating up the story about Trimble supporting the

We don't know whether Edwards madeIn any other part of the UK this woul

its

es

Dr. Paisley's Free Presbyterian Church.

d

have been an absurdity. And it would not

Wn? FhilblaCk Thajomy't inent of th gggr?t?gélogr (thertlr:I:PL%?:jltl'l?rsi’r;Ot)lt:einsrll)i(s have happened. It happened in Northern
rimble was the most prominent ot the o : . o Ireland, and it flourished, because the
Vanguard militants. long retirement in the prime of life, has

Vanguard, after agreatrally in Ormeau been dreaming of what might have been

of the state.

Park, went into decline when James and spun her a yarn. But Trimble did not
Molyneaux and the Rev. Martin Smyth support British party organisation, and  The purpose of Ulster Unionism was
threw the weight of the Orange Order support of it was grounds for expulsion be part of the UK. But it already was part

against it. from the UUP.

Trimble then became active in the
Unionist Party. He next came to political

great siege of Drumcree Church. point that Northern

regionwas excluded from the political life

to

of the UK. There is not much political

mileage in the aim of being what you
Itis also notthe case that the Tory Partyalready are, to the extent that you already
prominence when he danced a jig with lan now functions in Northern Ireland. Inthe are it. It might have taken on the purpose
Paisley after some little victory won inthe mid-1980s a group of Tories took the of dissolving itself into the party system

3

Ireland was of the state and making Protestant Ulster



once again what it had been when theEmpire—which was extending itself into Only late in the day, after he had helped
Home Rule crisis began in 1886. But thethe Middle East—and by enforcing a the course of events along the line which
Unionist Party wouldn't hear of that. Hebrew language policy. Insofar as therehe came to see as the path to doom.

Dr. Paisley did briefly take up that was a spoken Jewish language in 1917 it After O'Brien became a prophet of
position in the seventies. But he droppedwas a variety of German called Yiddish. doom we were described as O'Brienitesin
it. We assume that his reason for droppingYiddish was suppressed and was replacedertain quarters. Buthe never agreed with
it was that Whitehall persuaded him that by a dead language in the Jewish nationalistis. He never had any contact with us. And
this was something it would never allow colonial conquest of Palestine. he particularly rejected the proposal we
to happen. Irish is an official language of the EU, made in 1969 that the Ulster Protestants

but it seems that there is an under-supplyshould be regarded as a distinct nationality

Sinn Fein had two substantial purposesof applicants for well-paid translator's rather than as a sulking part of nationalist
that gave it political momentum. What jobs. Butwhen post-Brexit English ceases Ireland.
fuelled the campaign was the profoundly to be an official EU language, the Irish  Inthe 1960s he was a professional anti-
undemocratic and provocative arrange-ill have to speak Irishsays Ms Edwards. Partitionist. He was a specialistin French
ments under which the Catholic com- well, if that happens, the Irish will be literature and saw the Ulster Protestants as
munity was compelled to live. On this aythentic European again for the firsttime colons like the French in Algeria who
ground it demanded an end to majority since the 18th century. declared UDI, and who might be repat-
rule under the devolved system, and it riated. He gradually came to terms with
won a fundamental restructuring of the  with regard to Irish in the North: the reality thatthe Ulster Protestants were
devolved system after its military wing Edwards tells us that Lord Trimble now here to stay, but it was a grudging conces-
had fought along war. And now it has the wishes that it had the normal political life sion, and was not accompanied by any
purpose of using its base in Northern of the state, but she doesn't seem to haveealistic policy for dealing with the
Ireland to make progress towards theever given a moment's thought to the Northern situation.
political unification of Ireland. reality of living as a national minority

outside the normal political life of a He became a TD and, almost immed-

The reformed Northern Ireland cannot jemcratic state, in the era of universaliately, a Labour Minister in Coalition with
settle down. Itis inherently unstable. Itis nationalism and democracy, in a region of Fine Gael and Government spokesman on
differentinkind from Scottish devolution. he state that was turned into a kind ofthe North. In 1974 the Faulkner Unionist/
Whitehall interferes W|th.|t|n ways_that it Reservation, with no political life of its SDLP Power-Sharing Government was
would not attempt to interfere in the o, n ynder the policing supervision of setup under the Sunningdale Agreement.
Scottl_sh sys.tem. I.t |S|ncapapl_e of internal your sworn enemy. Or does she thinkthatThe Unionists participated on the
evolution. SinnFein hasapolitical purposes 4 exaggerated description of whatunderstanding that the Dublin sovereignty
beyond it. But Ulster Unionists have pyitain made of the Six Counties in 19217 claim over the North had been withdrawn.

locked themselves into it, and all they can Boland brought his legal action against
do is try to delay the erosion of their  Thare was nothing British for the Irish the Agreement as being in breach of the
position. to be. The British dimension in public life Constitutional claim on the North. The

was waving the Union Jack, loving the Government pleaded that the Constitu-
Crown, and standing for the National tional claim stood because there was no
Anthem atthe end of cinema performancesrecognition in the Agreement of the
long after the English had stopped doinglegitimacy of Northern Ireland. But it
it. So the Irish concentrated on being emerged that there were two different
Irish. They will not now undo the forms of the Agreement.

development that was forced on them.

Ruth Dudley Edwards, who supported
the demand for political normalisation of
the North as little as Lord Trimble did,
raged against new Irish Foreign Minister
Simon Coveney in h&unday Independent
column (July 23) for supporting drish
Language Adn the North. She added to The Power-Sharing Government at
her unreasoned animosity against Sinn  Egwards' Official IRA colleague on  Stormont had been functioning for a couple
Femt'he argument that it would be bad fortheSunday Independeroghan Harris, of months at this pint, and it was not
the Irish Ianguage to have State supportgiso comes out strong against Minister challenged. Butan accompanying Council
She takes this to be demonstrated by thezoveney on July 23rd. And he sings the of Ireland body was due to be established
decline of Irish in the Republic. She praises of a forgotten man: three months later, in June. A group of

'r‘naintair?stha'tenthusia}s.mforitwas Ifilled "C Cruise OB het Protestant shop-stewards responded to the
by tumning it into a political weapor™ onaor LIUse & Brien was a prophet ny yjin court action by demanding that

or so her mother thought. Andthe language ~Without honour in his own country... He the setting-up of the Council of Ireland

ival | in 191 correctly preached that John Hume's pan . oE
.r.?n\:cli:{[?at\?:;sf?oﬁatﬂiSlgté\./.erted IN1915by - tionalist policy of using Dublin and should be delayed pending clarification of

London to pressurise unionists would the sovereignty issue, or until the Agree-
The headline on her column some years end with the Sinn Fein/IRA wolf rampant mentwas ratified_ by afresh glection in t_he
agowadBrave Israel Has Every Right To Inﬁgee”tize ';',?2 ?rirt)#b::g gol;iéver oo iGNt of the Dublin Court action. And it
Bomb Hamas" How did Brave Israel welcomegin nationalist Ireland.” gave two months' notice th.at, unless one
: of these things was done, it would call a

come o be in a position to destroy General Strike in mid-May against the
Palestiniaricockroaches'(as they were James Connolly said that the only true Council of Ireland

described by a Government Minister) with prophet was the one who carved the future '

an attrition rate of 100 to 1. By being he announced. But O'Brien's prophecy No heed was taken of the demand. The
given, a hundred years ago, the title deedsvas one of doom and his obligation was to SDLP Ministers in the North met with the
to a Palestine which the Jews had vacatedio something to avertit. What did he do? Dublin Cabinet for a photo-shoot. And a
two thousand years before, by the British And when did he make the prophecy? leading member of the SDLP said that the



Unionists would betrundled into the  unable to implement the Act, and didn't DUP intransigence over the Irish
Republic by means of the Council of really want to, but the affair had profound Language Actisinthe UUP spirit. Butthe
Ireland. consequences. The expectation of HomePaisleyite residue in the DUP, in the form
Rule enlivened nationalist feeling. The of Edwin Poots, has begun to express
The General Strike happened in May. failure to implement the Act after it was itselfontheissue. Poots says tlaayone
There was a crisis that might have beenpassed, and the Army recruiting by who speaks and loves the Irish language
resolved by deferring the Council. But Redmond for the wars on Germany andis as much a part of Northern Ireland life
Minister O'Brien came out against this. Turkey, in the hope that the Act might be as a collarette-wearing Orangeman".
He said that too many concessions hadmplemented after the War, fuelled the

already been made to the Unionists. Irish Insurrection of 1916. In the DUP relationship with the Tory
The SDLP too stood firm for the Government there is nothing comparable
Council. Itis unlikely that the DUP alliance with to the Home Rule demand that the

Support for Faulkner's Unionist Party the Tories will change the course of eventsRedmondite/Liberal alliance was based
collapsed, and Power-Sharing with it. ~ in the North as Redmond's alliance with on. The DUP has no constitutional demand
the Liberals changed the course of eventswhich the Tory Party might satisfy—or
The War continued and intensified. A in Ireland. It is a trivial alliance. Red- the Labour Party for that matter. It might
quarter of a century later another Agree-mond's Home Rule Party was closely wishforsome reassuring Guarantee, butit
ment was made. But this was not for involvedwiththe Liberalsininternal British has no demand which might be legislated,
Power-Sharing under a system of weightedparty battles for two years before the Homeas Redmond had. The UUP agreed in
majority in which Ministers were members Rule Bill was brought in in 1912, and 1921 to be excluded from the political life
of a Government headed by a Primeduringthe nexttwo yearsitbecame virtually of the British state, and to dominate alarge
Minister and responsible to Parliament. It a part of the Liberal Party. nationalist minority in a makeshift
was for a system of division of Government ~ The relationship of the DUP with the Northernlreland, in orderto help Whitehall
Departments which were allocated to Tories is a piece of superficial opportun- against the elected Republican Govern-
parties by a mathematical system propor-ism. The DUP is not a continuation of the ment in Dublin. It madéthe supreme
tional to their vote, and Ministers were not old Unionist Party, whose leadership sacrifice"of itself to the Imperial interest.
under the authority of a Prime Minister or continued to be Tory in sentiment after Self-sacrifice is nota political virtue in the
responsible to Parliament: and Parliamentorganic connections were broken in the democratic era.
was in effect two Parliaments in a kind of 1920s. It is a product of the Paisleyism
federal arrangement. that destroyed the Unionist Party. There is no going back: that must be
When the UUP collapsed under the the message that Dr. Paisley got from
Helping to bring down Power-Sharing leadership of Lord Trimble and his Official Whitehall in the early 1970s when he
in 1974 was one of O'Brien's major political IRA advisers, many of its leading figures proposed reintegration of the Six Counties
actions on the North. jumped across to the DUP which they hadinto British political life. He never
The other was banning nationalist previously held in disdain. Much of the explained why he dropped the proposal.
culture on RTE in order to dry up support present DUP leadership comes from thoseBut very soon after, in the mid-1970s, he
forthe Provos. Itwas aremarkable exercisdJUP defectors and they have been busilycalled a meeting of leading Loyalist
in totalitarian fantasy. Its predictable effect trying to remake the DUP into what the militants and told them that evolution
was to make Irish nationalist culture UUP was. towards a united Ireland was now in-
Provsional IRA culture. evitable. It might be delayed, and certain
The UUP might be described as developments might be brought about in
After 1974 O'Brien quickly became imitation Britishinits attitudes. The DUP the process, but there must be no attempt
little more than a British propagandist of was forged entirely outof Northernlireland at a repeat of the 1912 stand: no armed
the backwoods kind—a futile prophet of materials. The UUP did its best to put aresistance. Thatwas our information from
doom, whose only remedy was a total gloss of pretentious sophistication over 3 reliable source at the time, and it was
security clampdown on the Northern the system of religious domination that confirmed by Paisley's subsequent
Catholic community that was obviously Britain required it to operate. The DUP ¢gonduct.
supporting the War. began as an uncompromising assertion of
He was idolised by a certain stratum in religious Protestantism, and itgrew stead- \nje were involved at the time in an
the Republic for about a decade, but whenily from that source. Dr. Paisley did his attempt to bring the Six Counties within
he joined a fringe Ulster Unionist Party, own thinking on his own ground and dealt ¢ sphere of British party-politics. A fair
and was jeered at by rival Unionistsaas realistically with the surrounding reality. 5mount of headway was made for about
cuckoo in the nesthey went off him. And, after he broke the UUP he made thesifieen years by the CLR and CEC in
. Bu_t itis undgrstandable that Harris, his 1998 Agreement functional by deallng exerting pressure within both the Labour
identical twin in many respects, should with Sinn Fein as the other real elementin g, q Tory Parties. Itwas strongly opposed

remember him fondly. the situation. by the UUP, Dublin Governments, and
* This was resented within his own party the Official IRA, and was brought to

The importance of the DUP in British but he had the prestige to carry it through.nothing by elements who joined the

politics is thatitis enabling the Tory Party The resentment was encouraged andnovement for the purpose of changing it
to continue in Office after failingtowinan supported by UUP defectors. Paisleyinto a mere Ulster Unionist ploy. The
Election. Redmond's Irish Party did that retired in the face of growing opposition, main work of destruction was done by

with the Liberals from 1906 to 1915. but devolution based on a functional Labour MP Kate Hoey and her assistant,
Redmond got the illusion of a Home division of power was established as theJeffrey Dudgeon OBE, now a UUP
Rule Actin return. The Government was normality of the system. Councillor.



A shadow of that moment still persists, Nationalists and Unionists. ’l
maintained as a hobby by some of those We reported on the GFA in 1998, afd
who broke the CLR. Individual member- analysed it closely. What we saw was
ship of the Labour Party for Northern carefully arranged system of division afd
Ireland residents was brought in as aseparation. The pretence that there'\@ap

]

a

SF Abstention & The
Government Majority:

meaningless concession to CLR pressureNorthern Ireland communitylvas dis-
The movement has been boosted by thecarded, and arrangements were made
Corbyn enthusiasm which is reinvigor- the reality of two communities, each

ating the Labour Party. Last month one of which was to have the status of a sepafat

those individual members, knowing body politic. What it provided for wa
nothing about all of this, went on hunger- polite separation.

strike in support of a demand that the
Labour Party should establish a proper

party presence in the North. The eventship of the SDLP from John Hume, did gct

But Mallon, who took over the leade

was ignored as a piece of eccentricity. Notin a spirit of reconciliation. He had oppos

even the CLR past is recoverable.

Hume's hard-nosed negotiation of f
Agreement in which Sinn Fein migh

Seamus Mallon, a voice from the past, function.
has accused Sinn Fein of failing to deliver Trimble, and was led by the nose by hjm
on the 1998 Agreement. He says Sinnfor a couple of years as Trimble prevented

He"reconciled" with David

Fein doesn't understand that its purposehe Agreement becoming operative, a
was to bring about a reconciliation of both their Parties went into decline.

the figures!

fo The Conservatives won 316 seats infthe
¢ Yune General Election. Allthe other parties

combined got 326 seats. However, after
| the Tory/DUP Pact, which commits t
" DUP to vote with the Tories on

—

" on 326 votes. (The Speaker, a Tory| is
excluded from calculations.)
Labour won 262 seats. If it and the
Nsmaller parties and the 2 Independgnts
vote together, they can muster 316 s
In addition there are 7 Sinn Fein segts,
which are out of the picture. If Sinn Felin
was to take its seats and vote in opposition to
the Tory/DUP combination, opponents |of
the Government could muster 323 segts:

c
pd

—

hd

Abstention From Westminster

A Proven Winner

In the June 2017 United Kingdom Wrote to the British Cabinet—

General Election both the SDLP and Sinn
Fein contested all eighteen constituencies
in the North of Ireland. The electorate had
a clear appreciation of the records of both
parties and of their intentions. The SDLP
promised that their candidates would, if
elected, sit on the Commons benches and
Sinn Fein promised that their candidates,
if elected, would not sit on them. In the

"The Sinn Fein victory in East Clare i
a fact of cardinal significance... it mark

the definite failure of the policy to ref

habilitate constitutional nationalism d
disarm Sinn Fein defiance to Englig

rule. After making all deductions fof

local influence and the general revg
against the Redmondite party machir
the fact remains thatin a remarkably w

four seats short of unseating the Governmgnt.
There has been a concerted atterpt,
initiated by those in England who
determined to prevent Brexitby any means
whatever, with Tony Blair as active
organiser, to pressurise SF to take their
seats and interfere in British politics n
this way. They are supported by Anglo-
phile Redmondites such as Sean Donlon.
However, SF is not for abandoning the
independent Irish stance that British
[t politics is for the British. And, even if |t
e,did so, it would not have sufficient votes
|l to overturn the Tory/DUP combination.

S

r
h

conducted political contest sustained by

event, none of the SDLP candidates were
chosen by the voters, whilst seven Sinn
Fein candidates were chosen by the voters
to represent their wishes by not sitting on
the Commons benches.

One hundred years back, in July 1917,  Both letters are State Papers released i
the voters of East Clare had the choice 0f1967, a full fifty years after they were
candidates, one of whom, Patrick Lynch, written. Clare elected de Valera in every
King's Counsel, stood for John Redmond'selection from July 1917 to March 1957

electors on a singularly frank issue of
self-governmentwithin the Empire versus
an independent Irish Republic have
pronounced for the latter.".

excellent candidates on both sides, the

founder, Arthur Griffith? Former Ambas-
sador Sean Donlon, whom nobody would
imagine is ignorant, also calls for Sinn
Fein to dishonour its promises. Does he
expect the party to ritually disembowel

ftself for his amusement?

Donal Kennedy
From Jude Collins Blog, 27 July 27

Irish Party. Lynch intended, if elected, to and he led ten Irish Cabinets, two as leadgt

sit in the Commons. Against him stood a of Sinn Fein, and eight as leader of Fian

candidate, just released from gaol whereFail. Leaving the Cabinet in 1959, d DID YOU PACK THIS
BOMBER YOURSELF

e
teer Insurgents, and promised, if elected,Lord Lieutenant's reportwas dis-embargoed.

he had spent sixteen months following his Valera was immediately elected Presiden
fighting in the Easter Rising. This candi- and was in the second year of his seco
date wore the uniform of the Irish Volun- seven year term as President, when t

not to take his seat in the Commons. His|vor Churchill, Lord Wimbourne was long
name was Eamon de Valera, and he worforgotten by 1967. Patrick Lynch, KC, the
by a large margin. vanquished East Clare candidate, wa
appointed, by Eamon de Valera, as Ire
The defeated Patrick Lynch, on 14th |and's Attorney General during the 19304.
July 1917 ,wrote to Britain's Irish Secretary,
Edward Duke, thatthe country was Fianna Fail's current leader Michea
passing through a period of excitement Martin urges Sinn Fein to take seats i
which will not last".
That same day, Ivor Churchill, Lord Could it be possible that he has nevs
Wimbourne, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, heard of Eamon de Valera, or Sinn Fein

L

Westminster in the teeth of their mandate.

N =

He restricts Muslims from half a doz
nations
from entering the USA
but it's damnation
to passports
for his aerial bombers
sent to flay
those whom he purports
will slay.

D

Wilson John Haire
6 July 2017




July Developments
Show Brexit Still On
Course

continued

EU jurisdiction, sponsored by the Euro-
pean United Left—Nordic Green Left, a

Williams, Tom McGurk and lan Kehoe,
and from the Marian Finucane Show on
RTE radio. On July 3rd a 42-page article
by Bassett was published in London by
the right-wing think tank,Policy
Exchange An article in the following
week'sSunday Independe@uly 9th) from
economist Dan O'Brien refuted Bassett's
case with commendable clarity.

O'Brien showed that leaving the EU

much more dependent on European
markets for jobs and prosperity than our
neighbour. It is also a small country that
does not have the clout a nuclear armed,
permanent member the UN security
[Council] has. Irexit would be a catas-
trophe for Ireland. If anything Bassett's
report lastweek simply underscores that."

V ARADKAR AND OTHERS ON BASSETT
Onthe day following the publication of

grouping of French communists and leftist and aligning with the UK would be unlikely Bassett's piece foPolicy Exchange
Greens that includes Sinn Fein, wasto secure the position of Irish farmers and Tapiseach Leo Varadkar explicitly rejected
defeated by 374 votes to 66. The text ofagri-food producers currently dependentthe former diplomat's advice. He said the
the motion, which took the form of an onthe British market. The Brexiteers want EU"is acommon European home that we
amendment to the Parliament's priorities Britain to cut import taxes on cheaper helped to build and we're going to stay
for 2018, read: agricultural produce from non-EU where we belong, at the heart of {@

"Insists that the Good Friday Agree- countries like Australia and Argentina. Jjuly, Irish Times). In the same article
mentand subsequent agreements be fullyThis would cause the British market to senjor diplomat Noel Dorr was quoted to
upheld in the withdrawal agreement; calls disappear for Irish farmers. Having left the effect that, through being part of the

for the North of Ireland to be designated the EU, Irish farmers would lose their Ey-27, Ireland's position was better
with a special status within the EU which cap

ensures it maintains access to EU MeM-t, 4 diti

bership, the Customs Union, the Single
Market and the jurisdiction of the Euro-

pean Court of Justice; calls, furthermore,
for the freedom of movement of goods,

people and services on the island of leaving the EU Ireland would lose trade

Ireland".

rational strategy.

payments on top of losing their defended than ifwe were negotiating alone.
onal market in Britain—not a Ruairi Quinn, as Chairman of thestitute
for International and European Affairs
was also quoted saying that Brexit reflected
Likewise, as O'Brien explained, by an 'English probleri

Not for the first time Ray Bassett has

with Continental Europe, currently both he|ped to push Irish Opinion away from
our largest source and destination marketsympathy for our nearest neighbour

While SF MEP Matt Carty conceded [rish trade with the US, Ireland’s second towards a more solid identification as an
that the vote was disappointing, he alsomost important trade partner, would EU member state.
pointed out that the motion was not tabledsimilarly decline—this arises from the
by Sinn Fein. Sam McBride, writinginthe high number of US firms that have located BREXIT GLOOM AT MACGILL
Belfast NeWSletter(JUIy 5th)r qUOted a inlreland—these firms are here primarily In his Capacity as a regu|ar attendee of
parliamentary official, who was originally because of the access it gives them to theghe MacGill Summer School in Glenties
from Warrenpoint, County Down, Chris EU market—the low rate of Corporation in DonegaL Irish Timesjourna”st Pat
Mackin, to the effect that the vote could Tax is very much a secondary reason._eahy wrote in defence of its role in the
not have been otherwise since the matter$'Brien argued that, by disregarding all of |rish body politic (22 July) The Summer
covered were the subject of the currentthis and identifying future changes to the School he said was—
negotiations. Mackin said that the vote EU's Corporation Tax regime as the
"simply implies that the parliament does greatest threat facing foreign investment

not want to take a position on this at this in Ireland, Bassett was basing his case on
stage" It is notable that Fine Gael MEPs g "failure of logic".

voted against the motion.

Sinn Fein's advocacy of special status Regarding Irish membership of the
for the North set the running in the Irish Eurozone O'Brien quoted from the Bassett
Brexit debate and, whatever about self-document as follows:Hopefully a re- Leahy opined that, regarding Brexit,
satisfied commentary from anti-Sinn Fein Jaunched Irish currency 1would hold its one of two subjects that dominated this
elements in the Dublin media concerning value, especially in the longer term, to year's discussions (the other was economic
the vote, the underlying reality is that the ensure that the country's large foreign choices needing to be made in the next
presence of the EU as a player in thedebt (a relic of the EU Bailout and its Budget), the consensus was one of pessim-
debate about the constitutional future of consequences) would not rise unduly ism and distrust of Theresa May's Govern-
the North remains a definite asset from aThe two concluding paragraphs of mentwhichis seen as bumbling towards a
nationalist perspective. O'Brien's article answer the point: cliff edge.

“really more than just insiders wind-
bagging with insiders; it's the leading
forum for discussion on what our country
should be doing, how, where and when,
conducted by people who are either
involved in these decisions or who have
been in the recent past.”

Contributors to the Brexit debates listed

IRISH ANTI-EU ARGUMENT
REFUTED BY DAN O'BRIEN
In previous issues offrish Political
Review have described the anti-EU/pro-
British position of former diplomat Ray
Bassett, not because of any insights
provided in his analysis but because of the
widespread sympathetic attention he has
received from pro-British elements in the
Irish media, especially from journalists in
the Sunday Business Pdikte David Mc

"For somebody to advocate a course of
action which could destroy people'slives py | eahy included Brendan Halligan of
and businesses on the basis of a hope ighe |nstitute of European Affairs, Pat Cox,
extraordinary. As extraordinary is the ¢ 0o dinlomat Sean Donlon, Prof. Brigid
claim that Ireland Inc's foreign debts are . . .
all down to the bailout. Not only is that _Laffan ofthe European Umvers_,ltylnstltute
falsein relation to the Government's debts, in Florence, and the former Irish Ambas-

it suggests a complete ignorance of thesador in London, Daithi O Ceallaigh.

debts of companies and banks based in .
Ireland, which owe foreign creditors a Before the Brexit referendum the

scarcely conceivable 4.7 trillion euro.” decision-makers of Irish politics, using
"With each passing day Brexit is prov- Leahy's terminology, were content to side-
ing to be a bad idea for Britain. Ireland is line their own heritage in the cause of a
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one-sided reconciliation with Britain. identities of the member states. In the wayed by George Osborne &ead woman
Effectively that meant following the UK's  thatEU leaders have occasionally indulgedwalking” in the immediate aftermath of
lead inside the EU, a departure from inanti-nationalist or secularist tirades they the General Election, the implication was
traditional policy. have only succeeded in stoking up popularthat her days at Number 10 were numbered.
Since the referendum disenchantmentopposition to the EU. At one point Foster It now appears that she is likely to remain
has set in but its focus is on the Tory dropped a clanger that was picked up by aas Prime Minister until at least the comple-
Brexiteers rather than Britaiper se letter writer to thélimes Literary Suppte tion of the Brexit negotiations in March
Anglophilia still reigns among the Irish ment He spoke of the "seismic financial 2019. The disruption to the Tory Govern-
elite. It is early days in the premiership of crisis of twenty years agathen he should ment seems to be less than expected.
Leo Varadkar but the new Fine Gael leaderhave said eightyears ago. How revealing is
seems less insular and less passive in highat of the Irish Anglophile mentality? He  Likewise the advantage passing to the
pronouncements regarding Europe than theclearly has difficulty in admitting to himself - anti-Brexit camp appears to be smaller
political class that he heads. There is athat the Irish political Establishment has than many commentators predicted. This
chance that he will spearhead a return to g2een able to sort out the financial mess inwas demonstrated, arguably, on a recent
more historical orientation inside the Irish @ relatively short period of time. edition of the Marian Finucane radio show
state; time will tell. In any case there was at (RTE radio, 23 July). A guest, Alastair
least one speaker at MacGill not affected ~ SECOND ROUND OF THE BrexiT Talks  Campbell, Tony Blair's former PR mana-
by the prevailing gloom over Britain's exit  In the second round of talks and the ger and current collaborator in anti-Brexit
from the EU: Sinn Fein's Pearse Dohertyfirst week of substantive negotiations campaigning, made a convincing case that
concluded his talk by asserting that as awhich began on July 17th the main topics Public opinion in Britain will turn against
result of Brexit the argument for Irish unity were the divorce bill, rights for EU citizens Brexitas the economic consequences start
has taken on'mever seen beforéhpetus.  in Britain and UK citizens in Europe, and to bite, yetas the discussion developed his
Roy Fosteron  the Common Travel Area (CTA) between argumentbecame increasingly threadbare.
IrisH ResponseTo Brexit  Ireland and the UK and the Good Friday
Agreement. Legal matters such as the Onefemale panellist, who had recently
right of EU citizens in the UK to appeal to canvassed opinion among political con-
the European Court of Justice, the rightstacts in Britain, considered that soft Brexit
Supplement, 11 July) to give an Irish slant of futu-re fami|¥ mem_bers and fche export Was the most that could be hoped for{ and
to the case against the Brexiteers, whoOf Social benefits are in contention and FhethatJeremy Corbyn was more committed
have been weakened following the British British side has been asked for clarification to the Leave side than was generally
General Election. In dipping into the Irish '€9arding arrangements for the CTA. understood. Questioned by Finucane about
debate forthe purpose of influencing British 1 "€re is not enough in these details Fothe_unsm-tabnny of Tony Blair to lead an
politics, Fosterwas carefulto avoid making pr(_)wde interesting media copy so th_e spin anu—Brexncrusade given hisidentification
the mistakes of Ray Bassett, David Mc P€iNg run across countless outlets is thatvith the Iraq War, Campbell could only
Williams et at recognising that the EU B?F”'er hol_ds _aII the cards and that thecite the pc?lltlf:al acumen of his old master
seems to be getting its act together he tooiBtish are in disarray. _ and Blairs influence over people like
a pro-EU stance, but he still tried to muddy The spin may be distorting what is a Macron and Schauble whom he claimed
the waters by asserting that Britéiuld cpmplex process, however. Oliver Rob- W|shedthe EU doorto remain open, should
have taken part inthe reforms currently i, the Permanent Secretary of the UK'sthe Brexit vote be reversed.
under discussion between France andBreXit Department, who heads up the .
Germany. As anyone who has followed officials on the British side, is known to One of the panellists, Danny McCoy of
EU developments since the crash will know, "2ve @ staff of 500 working under him, IBEC, was adamant that Ireland needed to
the UK has worked assiduously to prevent@d @ similar number of staff may be help Britain out of its Brexit quagmire but,
cooperation between France and Germany?SSumed to be working on the EU side. If when Campbell became insistent that Irish
especially in the matter of the achieving @ "6POrtby Aarti Shankar 6ipen Europe representatives needed to actively inter-
further integration of the Eurozone. published in the Britiselegraph (July ~ Vvene in the British debate, the panellists

19th) is to be believed, the talks have beerpther than McCoy sounded less than
widened to include'wider separation —convinced. Atone stage Campbell asserted

issues"such as Euratom, p0|ice and that Michel Barnier seemed verysophistic-
security cooperation, and trade in goods.ated but was really quite volatile and not
strongly European identity "whichinvolves !f that is the case, the UK team have to be trusted. This sounded strangely
__as any Irish member of the Departmental_ready sequred parallel_dlscussmns onmapproprlate. from someone recer_1t|y
of Foreign Affairs willtell you—an enhanc withdrawal issues _along&de _future tradeappomlted editor of a British magazine
ed sense of sovereigntyle alsorecognised MAtters; and evenif the story is untrue thecalled, The New European
that under its new leader who"isot yet media _b_arrage ab_out the mcom_petence of . o
forty years oldreland will play a role in  the British negotiators may give them Theresa May's weakened position is
the'renewal and reformbfthe EU. Buthe  COVer for a surprise move in the negoti- Certainly providing succour to the many
couldn't resist taking a pot shot by alluding 2tions It would be a mistake to write off politicians and commentators in Britain
to "the EU's importance in combating € téam that David Davis leads at this and Ireland who desperately wish to see
various toxins endemic to nationalism®  €arly stage in the process. the Brexit process overturned but for the
The strength of the EU derives from its rn;cr)nrggnt tthe dewd_? nce suggHestsl thhat_ It
resting on twin pillars: specifically Euro ALASTAIR CAMPBELL . msz cadyonfis course. niereshoping
pean institutions and respect, expressed in ON THE MARIAN Finucane stow It Stays that way.

institutional arrangements, for the national When Theresa May was being describ- Dave Alvey

Speaking of Irish Anglophilia, one of its
main architects, Roy Foster, recently
stepped into the breach (Times Literary

It is worth noting some of Foster's
comments on the Irish response to Brexit.
Onthe positive side he referred to Ireland's



Mesopotamiawould be taken by the British seemed in the sixteenth century, it is odd
Indian Army, and that would be that. But how few of them went to Palestine, which

Ba|f0ur Declaration by mid 1915 the Gallipoli force had been was after all an easily accessible and
confined to the beachhead and Britainunder-populated part of that empire.”
began to seek out the Arabs. The Jews, fleeing Christian intolerance

continued and taken in by the great Islamic Empire

Sir Henry McMahon, Britain’s High and its peoples wetd Istanbul, Baghdad
Commissioner in Egypt later stated that theor Salonika instead. They chose not to
Arab Revoltwas originallyintendedtodraw settle if'the silent wilderness of Palestine™
Arab supportaway from the Ottoman Empire —their historic homeland. They had
in order to create a new destructive centuries of free movementto do so. Only
tity in Palesti ired tecti nationalismin the region. However, farfrom around 1900, when Zionism threatened a
Ic:a)n iy n h.?e.s{ ine requtwe a [t)_ro egr;]ng utilising a nationalism that existed in any Jewish colony thatwould disturb the peace,
Jower Wd ! et;1 g(r)et\t/v Into a nation. 1he ¢, pstantial form against a supposeddidthe Ottomans restrict Jewish migration

e\(/jvstugl er the .?mbar:s.fvl\éerel a ;’ecureoppressor, the Arab Revolt was worked upto the territory.
ands at eco(;nmu_m y t#. ITENg ‘?tn wa; to divert the active support that ordinary  The Jews of the Ottoman Empire sent
gto'g.?.t O‘t un er{nlr:jet ;S secu_;l y ant Arabs were providing the Ottoman State in out declarations to the persecuted Jews of
stabliity it was 1ts duly 1o use Is grea resisting Imperialist aggression Europe praising the Islamic Ottomans for
power to organise the effective transition what they had provided to them—a state
to a Jewish nation built in Palestine. He  Some British Imperialists began to . . . . .

. . .- .in which they practised their religion
also observed:Christendom owes adebt entertain and encourage the ridiculous 'deaunmolested and thrived and prospered
to Jewry for the persecutions of the past of making Sharif of Mecca Hussein a new : )

: o socially and commercially among Mos
nine hundred years. It would seem that Caliphin order to control the Moslem world. lems and Christian minorities. When
;he now has th? opportunity of commenc-Hu_s_,seln, in return for his SeIVIces, asked theSalonika fell to the Christians during the
ing to pay for it"(21.11.14). British for an Arab State which would be Balkan Wars itwas seen as a great disaster

Hyamson neglected to mention the independent and would comprise all the forthe Jews and many evacuated the great
inhabitants of Palestine, who were over Arab-speaking areas south-west of Asia, Jewish city. Around 100,000 left with the
whelmingly Arab rather than Jew. It was except Aden. He was initially fended off but Moslems aéthe Christiar'] armies advanced
supposed they did not matterinthe Anglo- by October 1915, when it had become clearin the Balkans. There were 80 000 Jews
Zionist power alliance that would do what that the Gallipoli expedition had failed, living in Baghd.ad 11917 at th;a ime of
it wished to the world. But what if Britain McMahon contacted the Sharif to give him he Balfour Declaration and they reacted
were to incite the Arabs on the same basisthe news that his demands for an independen&vith incredulity at the announcement that
as the Jews, in waging its War on the Arab State had been accepted,saveforSyriaJewS were going to colonise Palestine, a

? ? [ - -
Ottomans? What then~ West of Damascus. This encouraged thepoor place without opportunity.

result of Britain's intention to liquidate the
Ottoman Empire. He reasoned that the
Jews were one dthe small nationalities"
for which the War was being fought.
However, any project of building a Jewish

In fact, that was just what Britain was Arabsinto the beliefthat, when the Ottoman
about to do. Empire was destroyed, through the .10|.nt Palestine had lived for centuries in
efforts of England and an Arab revolt, Britain : .
At the beginning of the Great War on would recognise the Middle East as a greatre“fjmve peace and-st_ab|l|ty. under the
g . Ottomans before Britain decided to put
the Ottomans Britain had no time for Arab State. S X
. o : . . ... . the region into the melting pot.
notions of self-determination being applied  Hussein was flattered by the British The Ott had b dod
tothe Arabworld. In 1911, through Captain and in 1915 the Arab Revolt began after € Ullomans had been very gaot
Shakespeare .Br'ta'n ,had tentatively he was promised an independent ArabtheJeWS'TheTurkShad resisted the Zionist
ht tp o0 a 1 IIt inst th Ig)tty state strgtchin right up to Ian including Pre>Sures that threatened a destabilisation
A Using (h Wahihabio i Arabia, There Syria, inreturn for his help in destabilising 1€ terrtory througha colonising project
mans usmgll eld.a at |st|n ra Ia.tA eéethé dttoman Empire P 9 that would produce an ethnic cleansing.
vvtafhsome ?C? .'SCO? ?rr: a:(nongs Traks pire. The Ottomans kept the balance in
qover Centr{'j1 Isilr?g ogion. HOung ut;] So what was promised to the Jews inpopulation that matched Arab numbers
zovgrn?edn o egeglon. Iowet\'/er, li (ta 1917 had been F;llread romised to theWith Jewish assertiveness. They had ruled
o St aB 't'm:lve;t eert] rf ¥ niloTr? . SArabs two years earlie)rl if; return for an 2 vast area of mixed nationalities and
prior o British attempts 1o make them years ethnicities for over 4 centuries and knew
rebel against the Ottoman Empire. In fact, Arab revolt against the Ottomans. The L .
. .~ that any alteration in the balance spelt big
the only Arab that can be accurately Jews, however, did not have go into trouble in the region
described as a nationalist, Said Talib of insurrection against the Ottomans—and . . .
) X . In making war on the Ottoman Empire,
Basra, who offered his services to England,did not—to get what they got. Aaron . . o o
i X oS .~ _and in pursuing the Zionist objective, the
was immediately deported by Britain to Aaronsohn and a small group of Zionists _, .. .
X : . . : .~ British Empire not only destroyed the
India as a troublemaker by Sir Percy Cox assisted British Intelligence from Palestine ; .
. . : 97 prosperous and content Jewish communi
upon the British invasion of Mesopotamia. andtherewastheZ|on|stMuIeCorps.Butt. the Ott . but
Atthis pointthe British viewed alliances the Arabs did the fighting for the British, o> oo ooo e LIoman possessions bu
ith nationalist not the Zionists ' also sowed the seeds for generations of
Wld na |on|§1 'St. gr?u;is as unnecessa:y ' conflict with the local inhabitants of
andacomplicating factorin any conquests . Palestine who would find themselves the
that were going to be made in the region. The Ottoman Empire had been very . =" =
chief victims of the great act of conquest
From October 1914 to July 1915 there goodto the Jews and very goddr the . ;
L o and ethnic cleansing that came from the
were no significant moves on Britain’'s Jews. The 5th Herbert Samuel Lecture .
. X " . Balfour Declaration.
part to create an alliance with anyone. noted how"the expelled Sephardim of
England hoped that the Gallipoli expedi Spain... went to the hospitable, tolerant The Arabs found themselves the victims
tion would drive on to Constantinople, Turkish empire, that land of promise as it of a great British triple-cross. They were
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encouraged to rise against the Turks, byJewish homeland, irrespective of tlhe
Colonel Lawrence, with the promise of a wishes of the actual inhabitants, in the
great independent Arab state after theWar fought on the principle ofself-
War. And then they found this state had determination:'
been secretly divided between the British

and French, and Palestine declared to be do Be Continued

Pat Walsh

The First West Cork History Festival

This weekend of events (28-30 July) was
a revisionnsfest for the cream of that
school of history in academia and the media.

Not an auspicious start to the Festival
by its Emeritus Professor.

Emeritus does not, of course, imply
any merit—it just means that you were not
fired from your job.

It was organised, with no expense
spared, by Simon Kingston, whose CV
includes being a head huntewith the
African Development Bank, the World
Bank, the Gates Foundation and the

Gli._'bealcff;?edd the opening session with ed the startling assertion thato side
P g wanted the civil war".Why then did it

the obligatory address being by the doyen

of revisionism, Roy Foster. The ambiance
. that does not seem to know! If nobody
was somewhat strained by the fact that i
. . - ‘wanted the civil war then nobody wanted
most of the audience were reading their
free copies of a contribution to the festival
by the Aubane Historical Society (AHS)
in the form of a pamphlet"Embers of

Revisionism" Mr. Kingston commented

Fianna Fail leader Michael Martin felt
obliged to make a contribution thatinclud-

to ponder what exactly was the context
and narrative of this event that nobody
wanted. One obvious conclusion must

FF to be founded and nobody wanted the
Free State to be setup! One was again lef

Professor Fitzpatrick's theme was that
there were no Republicans in Ireland
before, during or after, the War of
Independence. It was all a PR stunt for
American consumption. Again one was
left to ponder what then it was all about.

Kevin Myers was in no doubt what it
was all about—it was to create a Catholic
state. Bielenberg had said that Peter Hart
was wrong about sectarianism but, if the
objectwasto create a Catholic state, surely
the deadly sectarianism alleged by Hart
should be blindingly and comprehensively
obvious for decades. Moreover, how come
the cutting edge of the new state, the
Republicans, were excommunicated by
the Church? So much to ponder!

The AHS members who distributed
their pamphletand leaflets were considered
anuisance by Mr. Kingston and were very
politely told so by him around mid-day on

happen? He is the first Fianna Falil leaderSaturday and being obliging people they

felt it was clearly best that they leave the
Festival to those who seemed happy with
it and not spoil it for them. So further
Feports on other aspects of the Festival
will have to wait.

Jack Lane

a

on its fake history. We look forward to his
considered refutation of the contents. He
was pleased , by contrast, to be able to
introduce a"real historian"in Foster. In
the mutual congratulations that followed
Foster noted that, if you wanted a job in

Oxford or Cambridge, Simon was the go- others"had gathered a wider range of

to man. Ambitious readers, please nOte'informationthan was available to Dr Hart

and therefore had a more rounded
picture”. Thisis a pathetic defence becaug
Hart's conclusions and assertions hg
nothing whatever to do with the quantity

various authors aboutthe Irish". Irish . ) - )
. of information available. The issue wa$
history was a matter of love and hate and :
the unscrupulous way he used the infor

acoalescing of the two by Pearse. Context

that both sides were stark raving mad.

Andy Bielenberg put in a defence o
Peter Hart by claiming that his contentiof
about sectarianism in the War of Inder

The"real historian"proceeded to make
his usual sneering and sniggering contribu-
tion, with a collection of quotations from

and narrative are alien to Foster so you are

N —and of which Mr Bielenberg w
left to ponder these subjectivities and the a5¢—a do nic elenberg wa
) . . Ehen a very vociferous supporter.
listener is as wise after as before as to wha
actually occurred. o Eve Morrison's theme was that th

He wenton to show who was practising reyisionist versus ant-revisionist argument

c

The following leaflet was distributed
at the West Cork Festival

The Elephant in the Room!

pendence was all wrong because he apnd The advertising blurb for this First West

Cork History Festival tells us that il
span a diverse set of places, historical
subjects and periods, from the local to the

einternational, ranging from the Knights
dremplar to the events of the Irish revolu-

tionary period in West Cork. Leading
historians will be joined by journalists

-and senior diplomats, and while much of
ation available to make his now discredited their focus will be on Irish themes, the

perspective will be international. The
festival will be informal, participatory
and with a menu for the intellectually
omnivorous.

fake history'thateveningwhenhe referredp, 5§ gone to extremes and people shodld  This is all very welcome but it is a pity

to Charles Haughey as tlex-Provo gun
runner”. Is this ignorance of the facts or
indifference to facts or the arrogance of
defying basic facts?

In the questions that

cool down. But she clutches at straws

that it does not mention or include a single

keep the Hart assertions alive—without session on the work of the late Professor
mentioning him. It's as if discussing th¢ Peter Hart who created the currentinterest
War of Independence in West Cork to} in West Cork’s history some twenty years
followed, Pat day can be a separate subjectto discuss|nggo. Everybody knows this. This Festival

Maloney of the Aubane Historical Society Peter Hart's work on the War. It's a cageshould be indebted to him for this interest.

expressed his disappointment that theof 'please look here' but 'don't look there.

On the basis of his writings he made

Professor had to be corrected on the basiBut he and his mentor and past supportdrdimself and West Cork history very well-
fact of the Arms Trial, ie, Haughey was have ensured that the two issues canrjoknown, was lauded to the skies by his
acquitted by a jury of his peers. Fosteryetbe separated as they setthe paramefepeers in academia and the media and he

mumbled about maybe havirgver-
reached’himself aboutthawvery strange

trial". well takes a while to clean up.

of the debate. They should take credit fgrreached the top of his profession on the
his and their achievement. A poisonefl strength of these writings.

No prize or praise was too high for him.



But it was all based on a fraud—the used and the result caused problems fothis silence will continue at the Festival.
breaking of the basic rules of historical historical scholarship that still needs Why?
scholarship. He blatantly distorted, clarification and this Festivalis an obvious
censored and misrepresented historicalopportunity for doing do because his o —_— .
) . . I . publishing a contribution to the Festival,
sources; he used anonymous interviews—mentor, Professor David Fitzpatrick and ,, C .
. 7 . S . .~ .~ "The Embers of Revisionishthat deals in
one with a dead participant in the Kil- his previous cheerleaders are participating A X
. ] - . ; some detail with Peter Hart's legacy and
michael Ambush; by innuendo and in the Festival. - X
traces the origin and the story of this

Insinuation h_e alleged sectarianism and Butitseemsthatasilence has descendethglorious episode and it may therefore be of
ethnic cleansing as the driving force in the ; . -
. regarding Professor Hart, who has becomanterest to the speakers and all participants.
War of Independence in West Cork. : : L X
a non-person, in fact almost unmention- Aubane Historical Society
These were just some of the methodsable, by his previous admirers. It seems July 2017

To help solve the mystery we are

THE EMBERS OF REVISIONISM

A CONTRIBUTION TO THE FIRST WEST CORK HISTORY FESTIVAL

The blurb for the West Cork History Festival
tells uss that it
..o wil span a diverse sat of places, histovicay)
subjects and penods, from the local to the
iternational, ranging from the Knights Templar
10 the avents of the Insh revolutionary peviod in
West Cark. Leading Wstforfans wil be joned by
Jownalisls and seevor diplornats, and wiuls
rmch af their focus witY be an Iish thermes, the
ive will be iernational The festial
wit! be forrmad, participatary and with a menu
for the inteleciualy orrrmvavous.”
This is af vary welcome. But the festival does
not indude a session on the work of the e
Professor Pater Harl who created the current
inarast in West Cork history twenty yaars ago.
In 1996 he assenad that the IRA weare guilty of
‘what might be termed’ ethnic cleansing of
Protestants. in 1998 he stated that IRA victims
ware killed, because they were Protestant’

On the basls of these writings Hart made

800"1@ Star 29 Apell 1922

EFOQROM IDENOUNCED

At 0 furgely attendoed moeting of the
Proteatienis of various deucmminnts in
tho parish of Sohull the following resolu-
tion was unanfmously alopted and ar-
rangomenty madke fop its lnscertion in the

publg\:Thpl'w'-—

“That we members of Jdifferont
Protestant Churches in the pariah  of
St-hull geundojon  the atrocionas o
reoon committed in the Noxth of
Irclond, Wo dissociateo ourselves from
tha ncta of violoove camiucbed apgoinss
aur Reman Cathollc follow vomntrymen.
Iaving ax o small winerity in the th
we wish to plece on record she Fnot shoat
wo lhave lived in Darmony with
Roman Cathoiie win ty end thot we
have wever Leen subjected to any op-
Muession or ajustice a8 o resals of
differest religiocs boliefu.”?

Bew G H Vairbrowhor, who wrosided
pail = warm tribtate to the conrtesy z=iw
considerhtion which lw, in na oxperioncs
of mearly 40 years, liad always received
from his R O fellow gountrymon.

thers speakora who oossified te the
alsonce of cectariap strife, and who sak
in [avour of the resolution, wore

Auii.dge, Mesoan 3 A Shoppand, A, 2

Cocks, G I Pattivon, nimd JJ Whitiey.

40 pp A4

From:

The Embers Of Revisionism

Price ©10, £8 postfree in Ireland and Britain

athol-st@atholbooks.org

himself and Wast Cork well known He was
lauded by his academic peers and in the
media. As a result, he reachaed the top of his
profassion

No prize or pralse was too high

Hart's findings were first deployad In 1996, by
Paul Bew against Neil Jordan's popular fim on
West Cork's Michae! Collins. Ten years later
they formed part of & sustained attack on Ken
Loach's award winning and equally popular,
The Wind that Shakes the Barley, that was set
in Weslt Cork.

Hart's research became the standard against
which acadeanmc historans, joumalisls,
historian-joumalists and journalist-histodans,
measured political thought and popular culure,
a8 appiad 10 the War of Independence period.
Many of Peter Hart's menlors and
chaaraadears are participating in the Wesl Cork
History Festival, bul a sience has descended
on Pater Hart and his legacy.

Why? We doubt if this Festival would have
come INto axistance without his contribution.

To help resolve this question, these pages
contaln essays by the suthors of Troubfed
History (2008), Dr. Baan Murphy of Glanstal
Abbay and Dr. Nia® Meahan of Griffieh Cobege,
on the ongin of the research, both popular and
academic, which prompted and promoted
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the collective.

The motivation of each is advanced.
The author stays central. His own views
do not bear any influence. Witnesses are
permitted to speak for themselves. There
is no indication anywhere of duress. A

Independence: Place And POIitiCS blank space is, at the outset, presented.
Speak or stay silent. Each may be his own

Sometlmes,oqe_maypwkypabook_and Hereabouts, you never throw Stones'thness. Friendships form. Respect
somehow sense it is to your liking. ThisisToo much glass. Everywhere are glass;, :
b 2 o ; flourishes. Understanding sharpens.
such abook. The author, Philip O'Connorhouses. This is market-gardening country . "~
; : . . . . : Policy is the resultant outcome.
is multi-talented. He is a Dubliner and is And, all the while, Dublin Bay yawns and Lo .
. - o o ; The thinking is sequential. Background
married, residing with his family in Howth. yawls criss-cross. Crews call outto crews,
. . . oo is analysed and debated. The GreatWar Is
He writes extensively. This handsome bookThe Bay is like a mouth agape. At the . . .
is a unique one, covering a much ignoredsouthern tip is Dtn Laoghaire. Howth is at™ milestone of course, including local
> a uniq ' ga 9 ou PIS’ 9 . . participants. Their sacrifices figure large.
historic areas and era, with unequallecthe Northern tip. Off Howth is Ireland's o .
. : . . . The Easter Rising is central. The people's
detail. He leaves no stone unturned. He i€ye, like a discarded tooth, breaking the . : .
L . : . . _revolt too against Empire. Their struggle
ascholar and linguist, his microscope unlikesymmetry of an otherwise regularity destin- . . .
that of any other. This is an examinationed for many a 'selfie' or 'thyselfie’. Shi S,for freedom. The rise of Sinn Fein. The
v . y . yselie-. PS war of Independence. The depredations
conducted in detail. hooters break the silence. Sailors scramble s
, . . . - of those exercising power. The IRA.
The author's eye is fresh. His gaze isondockedtrawlers. They are their lifeblood. " "
: . T e ' Eventually, "The Truce". The agreements
unerring. He is generous with his observa-The Bay is filled by shoals of fish of many

tions and a charitable outlook, which in descriptions that ensued. - The debate and its effects.
. ' P ' The Civil War. Brother opposing Brother.
turn is the outcome of knowledge and

If not market-gardeners, then fisherme
learning. This book will surely decorate make up the work-force. They were thgg?:teag?gé a-frtz(rarr(?;c]r? rgr?giieogg\?v I;rr(]e((ja

many shelves in houses of Fingal. Peoplenen who built the Road to Inchigeela, Or rtured evolution of the new—though
will now look upon their place and their their predecessors who'd endured. HOWthdivided—Republic The ups and downs:
fellow "Northsiders" with a deeper examin- Sutton, Baldoyle were witness to mUCh'the merits and démerits And. all thé
ation and conclusions coloured by moreMuch that occurred and much that mightwh”e is discussed the pa.rt playéd by the
incisive penetration. This book, too, will not have occurred. There were divisions. eopie of Fingal—Howth, Sutton and
surely adorn many shelves further afield. These occurred everywhere. They alway aldoyle. Their pain and tr’1eir sacrifices
do. But in the end came a finality. ' '
In Dublin North County, the denizens Eventually things would settle This is a book which is difficult to put
sometimes speak in archaic words. In this down. Itis a'page-turner’. You will want
they resemble the more remote rural The book brings the readers throughthqIO pur.sue a point at issue.' The author has

Wexfordmen down the same east coastagonies of wars. The author displays grea

N : . : . . o captured his audienc&liva Republique!
The road forinst you'the Fingallianwill  mental discipline as he, chapter by chapter, Further books by the author are awaited

saywh_en explaining to you the way aheadanalyses gvents, puttlng_thlngsln SequUence. . nierest. Perhaps another canvas.
They will speak of Rusk, Lusk, The Ward. and squaring off the political with the more ; .
. - . Interestis now kindled. He has done some
The place names are, it seems, mostly Oldhilitary. Cause and effect are put in an : o . o
i o . . . service to his neighbour. This appreciation
English. This is, and it appears, alwaysorderly fashion. What once might have: .
o . ’ . . certainto spread. The author expresses
was, the city's backyard. Here Irish, webeen inexplicable becomes the subject of, . . " i
o . hings with ease and facility. His book
are told was not spoken. Instead, amreason. Positions are placed in acceptable ) .
. . . ) . reaches new horizons. The result will
English archaic language pervaded. Thistances. The influences of place and time .
: . . o surely broaden outlooks. The mists have
can still be perceived in place-names andbecome understandable. Philip O'Connor . ;
) . . ) cleared. That which was opaque is now
indeed, in surnames. There are surnameshows an open mind. In doing so, heclarified To be continued, it is hoped
which abound hereabouts, but do not occuaccomplishes the same for the reader. Th ) '

L X nd extended. That there will be
elsewhere. However,'Hovv_th, proudly, isindividual's stance becomes the norm odisagreement is inevitable. This adds to
referred to as Beann Eadair.

The Hill of Howth is the favourite in the }\rl]grliussittrzﬁ Thfegltan:r,ttcr)]futf]gigr?::nq E;Jee'
Dubliners' lexicon. Thd.ast Tram to Y9 P '

Howth was an all-time great. Young Read on. Anhd prepare for rgo:e. d
blades brought thefiyoung wans'to the John Morgan (Lt.Col. retd)
Hill of Howth. There is a magic there. It
was the place to go. Looking out. Hands
shading eyes. Trying to discern Snowdon
in the distance.

Gaelic football thrives hereabouts.

Book Review: Road To Independence.
Howth, Sutton and Baldoyle play their part. By Philip O'Connor

THE ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE
Howth, Sutton and Baldoyle play their part.
by Philip O'Connor
Published by Howth Free Press

Perversely, cricket is extensively played, 310 pages
asLBW s loudly called, andCaught!" Numerous lllustrations
rings out across the sward. The contradic- 15 Euros.

tions befuddle. The willow bat scarcely

asliotharseen. More often is the football's
thud heard and boundaries breached.

Street, Dublin; Connolly Books Temple
Bar, Dublin; and local shops



Two years later Roger senior died in a
Part 2 hotelin Co. Antrim, the result, apparently,
of his ongoing ill health. On his death
certificate he was described simply‘as
gentleman

Revisionist Jamboree at Kilkenny Castle Casement was known to report repeat-

“He is at an angle to all sorts of SirWilliam CasementKCB, (1778-1844) €dly the affection he had held for his
universesexplained Prof. Roy Foster, in  was a member of the Supreme Council of 0ther. She had died aged 41 when he
answer to Fintan O'Toole’s question to India. There had been a Rear-Admiral Was Only nine years old. She had come
him about Casement’s relationship to Irish John Casement of Cushendall (1854-10m Dublin and been baptised a Protest-
nationalism. His image was interesting in 1910). ant. Her maiden name was Jephson or
terms of thekind of people who become ~ The family had been landowners and J8PSOn. Some years after her marriage,
nationalists, radical nationalists in the local officials and had held respected She converted to Catholicism. Her family
early 20th century in Irelarid The voice  positions inthe military, navy and Imperial Must have been, for the times, a middle
was clear, the tone assured and keenlyadministration. His grandfather, Hugh Class one of progressive outlook. Her
modulated. The accent reflected profes-Casement, had been a grain importer andnother had runa so called Ladies Semin-
sional south Dublin and Trinity College ship owner based in Belfast. When this &Y, & school for the education of girls.
rather than Oxbridge. business got into difficulties he moved to ~ SOMe writers have come up with the

What Foster appears to mean is that weMelbourne, Australia, and developed SU99estion she had been an alcoholic,
are dealing with awholly maverick figure, interests there. Eventually he died in Mel- résulting in death from cirrhosis of the
someone who defies categorisation orbourne. There was to be ongoing legalllVer- For good measure Foster told the
explanation, someone contradictory, wrangling over his estate which was to @udience this happened after she had left
veering towards the absurd. Indeed, if welast until after the death of Casement's € family. Thus the nuance was presented
acceptthat Casement sided with Germanyfather, also named Roger. she had abandoned her children and
in the Great War for no obvious reason husband before succumbing to the worst
before changing his mind; that he penned Hugh had arranged a commission for effécts of alcohol dependency.
personal diaries which, if discovered by his son Roger in the Third Light Dragoons ~ HOWever, thereis no serious corroborat-
his enemies, could have been disastrousn India. After a number of years of INgevidence for herindulging in alcohol.
for the humanitarian campaigns he wassoldiering in India, during which he was TNis i & letter extant where her husband
involved in; that he was subject to enorm- promoted, he sold his commission in 1848, OPjects to somebody having criticised her.
ous whims: all this can have a basis.  He travelled to Europe and offered his But this could have been a reflection of

services to the struggle for Hungarian affgctlon and respect as much as of there
DEEPLY DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY independence. In 1849 he smuggled goeing any foundgtlon to whatever had

He was at pains to emphasise thatletter from Kossuth in Hungary to Lord Peenallegedly said. We do noteven know
Casement was of what would have beenPalmerston in England requesting for sure that she used alcohol. Many
called a modest social background; heassistance. The mission proved a succesdVomeninthosetimes were total abstainers.
was not“a gentlemari. However, in In 1855 Roger senior took up a commis- - o
Ireland, where there was a lot of deferencesion as a Captain in the North Antrim  Her death certificate does citeirr -
“everybody called him Sir RogerThe  militia and that same year married. Three0Sis”as the main cause of death. Asthma
Gaelic League loved to havéSir Roger  years later he resigned due to ill health.iS @lso mentioned. When, in the year 1873,
turning up at their do’s By way of  What was to follow was an unsettled life She diedinthe County of Sussex, England,
elaboration he mentioned that, commenc-of movement from address to address intheré was no legal obligation that the
ing his working life*he goes off become England, the Channel Islands, France, Italyc@use Of death on a death certificate be
a shipping clerk Casement came from and Ireland. It was a life characterised by €ntéred by a qualified physician. Further-
“a deeply dysfunctional family His  financial insecurity and dependence onMmore, medicaltechnology andknowledge
mother, having left the family, died alone the support of relatives and occasionalVere at a rudimentary level as compared
in a boarding house frotuirrhosis of the  disbursements from his father's not {0 today. Diagnosis, even by experienced
liver”. The father'is ane’er-do-welland  properly finalised estate. There were 11 Medical practitioners, was a hit and miss

a businessman children of which 4 survived. ltwas notan affair. Genealogists, familiar with this
easy situation for children to grow up in, historical period, advise great caution in

This was an impressive mouthful t0 characterised, as it was, by poverty angthis matter. Officiat’cause of death’on
disgorge before any audience. How muchfinancial insecurity. The father, as was the death certificates for this era can not be
of it stands up to scrutiny? For a start, nature of Victorian fathers, was strict. He taken at face value.
biographers never describe Casement’s,(emper was made harsher by the stresses Scirrhusor scirrhousis a now archaic

father as'a businessmah he lived under and his own poor health. term, used in the 19th century to refer to a
The RIC dossier on Casement, opened cancerous tumour occurring on various
in 1914, described his family @sleading In 1876 his sons Tom (13) and Roger parts of the anatomy as for example the

county on& His Casement first cousins, (11) appeared before a magistrate instomach or breast. It is easily confused
of the Big House at Magherintemple, London for stealing boys’ books from a with cirrhosis. Indeed, ifMedical Mean
County Antrim, had provided a number of newsagent. The boys admitted theyings: A Glossary of Word Originby
naval and army officers for the war effort planned to sell the books to make moneyWilliam S. Haubrich (2003) in the entry
in 1914-18. as they had none. It is the only known for cirrhosis, the author comments:
Relatives had made distinguished record of the boys getting into trouble “Unfortunately ‘cirrhosis’is often confus
careersin colonial service. Major-General with the law. ed with words of similar sound, such as

13
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‘sclerosis’ or ‘scirrhous’, which are quite Foster failed to mention that Casement  Accordmg to Foster, Casement had
unrelated’ So, itis quite possiblethewoman had been subject to Irish nationalist swung radically when in Berlin frofthis
died of cancer but due to a common confusioninfluences much earlier on; that his father adoration of Germany and the Kaiséo
over terminology an unqualified person had held pro-Fenian sympathies, and thafinding the German&ontemptible and
wrote“cirrhosis” into the death certificate. Casement had been known for hisbogusandridiculous.” This was another

It could even have been she did die enthusiastic nationalism as a teenagerof Casement’$swings”, Foster claimed.
from liver cirrhosis but as a complication These facts make his change of political This does not do justice to Casement’s
of some other disease state or as a conpredisposition, following on from his views on Germany.
sequence of some nutritional deficiency. Congo investigation and report, less When in Berlin, he was appalled that

The reality is that, given all the circum- incongruous and inexplicable. the planned rising with German support
stances, no firm conclusion can be drawn would cause a disastrous bloodbath in
as to what she died from. CONTRADICTORY , HISTRIONIC , MERCURIAL ! Ireland which would onIy serve the

However, if she had been an alcoholic, |, referring to Casement's personality, German military interest. He believed he
she would have leftatrail of destructionin roster described somebottyonflicted, and the other rebels were being cynically
a family already in such straightened contradictory and slightlistrionic’. This used by the German General Staff for
circumstances. Yet_ there are no arch_lvalwaS something noted by arange of people:‘he”o""” ends. However, he never Iost_hls
references, no family traditions, nothing 4 gaid. Though true, would Foster resistSympathy for the German cause during
whatsoever indicating this. the temptation to use these realities tothe War, as opposed to his disgruntlement

Herabsence fromthe family home when 5 ,1ch into caricature? with the military leadership. In an
she died is not itself a cause for suspicion. 4 jittie |ater in his remarks he described €motionally heightened letter, on the eve
Itis notimpossible that she was sent awayhim as “very mercurial. Could there of his execution, to his cousins Gertrude
to be cared for during her lastilinessinthe ;56 peen a touch of exaggeration here?Nd Elizabeth Bannister, he wroté
hope a quieter atmosphere away from pray for the success of the just cause of the
childrenmightease her sufferingandassist ggme of Casement's correspondence,Germa” people—the defence of their
whatever chance she had of reCOVery.according to Foster, in the period 1910- country, homes and labatr(NLI MS
After all, most people today die away 11.17 s rabidly anti-Catholit Writing ~ 49:194)-
fromthe family home, in some carefacility, (4 fe|low Protestant revolutionary Bulmer
and we find it unremarkable. Hobson he saygHat the Irish Catholic is TERRIFIC PSYCHOLOGICAL SOURCEBOOK

a CraWIing contemptible cur, in fear of his The diaries ar&aterrific sourcebook,
priest..” But, could the truth be more Foster assured his audience, as they
complex? “reflect these mood swings as wels
The actual words referred to can be other areas of private life which we
und, ironically enough, in Foster's own rarely get access to in a historical figure.
recent offering dealing with the “He is a saint. He has beconaesecular
revolutionary generationyivid Faces saint” As with many saints, he led a life
(2014). Writing to Hobson on September “of extraordinary inner turmoil and

The Casement family led a life which
was financially insecure and overshadow-
ed by illness and poverty. But that does
not rule out the children experiencing ¢,
nurturing and affection. Foster’'s assertion
thatthe family wasleeply dysfunctional”
is not soundly based.

AnALYSIs OF IvperiaLism  7th 1909, Casement says: dramd to which the diaries give us access.
EXTRAORDINARILY NEW “The Irish Catholic, man for man, is a
Casement was in many wagsdis- poor crawling coward as a rule—Afraid Which diaries of Casement was Foster

placed personFoster told the gathering, ~ Of his miserable soul, and fearing the referring to?
who found a home for himself in the field ~ Priestlike the devil. No countrywas ever - there is a prose Journal of his experien-
of Irish nationalist activism. As late as the freed by men afraid of bogies. Freedom ces in the Putumayo region of Peru in
. of Ireland can only come through . . . .
closingyears of the 19th century, however, . iastants because they are not afraid oft910in which he gives a detailed account
he was supportive of the British Imperial  any Bogey” (NLI MS 13,158). of his experiences and reactions. There
project. He evenwrote maudlin, sentiment- are the Berlin Diaries of some years later
al verse occasioned by the death of Queen There is no mention 64 contemptible ~ which provide a personal memoir of his
Victoria. Itwas in the opening years of the cur’ here. Casement’s words representedmission to Germany. There are also the
next decade that his allegiance changed.something more complex than rabid anti- controversial Diaries of 1903, 1910 and
The conversion process Iguite Catholicism. 1911 which everybody has heard about.
obscuré. It had in part to do with the Such views had implicit echoes in Was Foster referring to them all or just the
development of his analysis of Imperial- literary works from the era penned by controversial ones?
ism. Others, such as his friend Bulmer Catholics, such aghe Untilled Fieldoy He did not make it explicitly clear.
Hobson, or Lenin, for example, analysed George Moore an®ublinersby James However, as he made no distinction
it in terms of economics. Casement Joyce. It is also noteworthy that the yearbetween different diary writings of Case-
analysed it in terms of human rights. This before, the Vatican documexde Temere ment, and most of the general public know
was"extraordinarily new”. He and E.D. had come into force and was passivelyof no other Casement diaries but the
Morel, his great ally in the campaign acceded to by prominent Catholics in controversial documents, it is clear his
against exploitation in the Congo, were Ireland. This Papal Decree asserted tharemarks embraced these. But, can these
absolute pioneers in this. Because of hiswith a mixed marriage the Protestant diaries be said to be“terrific psycho-
critique of Imperialism he began to see thepartner was required to give a promise logical sourcebodk
Irish as being in a similar situation to the that any resulting children would be  Theyare essentially meagre travel logs.
exploited peoples of the Congo and Southbrought up as Catholics. This situation Basic data is noted down on a day by day
America, both historically and, more sparked dismay and furious resentmentbasis with little elaboration or
questionably, in contemporary terms.  among Protestants. qualification. They answer the very basic



then E.D.M (Morel) first time | met him
The man is as honest as day. Dined
Comedy together late & then to chat i
2 a.m. M. sleeping in study”

guestions: m what, when, where, who and
how. They not properly a narrative. Com-
plete sentences appear only occasionally.

The one variant in such notices—

alinserted annually by Swanzy's sister—
I was in the accompanying verse. For his

As accounts they are merely skeletal.

Let us look at Casement’s first meeting

25th anniversary in 1945 the verse read:
"But these were merciful men, whose

Casement’s reaction to his initial jqhiequsness hath not been forgotten.

with his fellow Congo human rights
activist E.D. Morel. For 9th December
1903 the entry readstUp early & hard at

beyond a single senten¢&he manis as
honest as day They obviously had a lo

meeting with E.D. Morel is not recordgd

Their bodies are buried in peace, but their
name liveth forever more. The people will
tell of their wisdom... and show forth their

work on Report—Hope finish it this week. [0 talk about since they chatted till 2 a.m. 5 5ice * The verse for the final notice

Yet, how the meeting personally touch
Casement is not described. But, itis no
the nature of such a diary to do so.

Working till late Dined Royal academy
Clubwith Goscomb John, Intrain & home

E_dinserted in 1977 read:Strong towers
'Ndecay, But a great name shall never pass

from Undergrount
For 10th December 1903 the entry

away." The verse for Swanzy's 50th

That such a document could possilply anniversary that appeared in thsh

reads: be“a terrific psychological sourcebodk

is incredible.

Timeson 22nd August 1970, had been

“Very busy but tired. Getting near end
of report thank goodness Grattan

Guinness called on me in afternoon & To Be Continued.

Tim O’Sullivan

'‘Papers Of Record' On

particularly elaborate:

"We're the men who paid the blood price,
Shall the grave be all our gain?

You owe us. Long and heavy is the score.
Then cheer us for our glory now,
And cheer us for our pain,

And cheer us as you never cheered before.

Swanzy's First Cork Murder

This past June 26th | posted on my
Facebook page an item from that day's

Ireland edition of theTimes (UK), re-

running its coverage, one hundred year's

previously, of Republican riots in Cork
against Britain's Imperialist War. As part
of its series'On This Day: The "Times"
History of the 1914-1918 First World
War", and under the heading'&finn Fein
and the Convention'it reproduced the
following report from theTimes of
Tuesday, 26th June 1917:

"The prospects of the National
Convention are not improved by the
serious rioting which took place in Cork.
It follows upon the return to Cork on
Saturday of a number of the released
prisoners. On that night windows were
smashed and Republican flags were
hoisted. Yesterday morning a crowd of
Sinn Feiners marched to the county gaol
and smashed the windows with stones.
They were cheered by the prisoners. The
attack was renewed in the afternoon until
all the windows were broken, and then
the crowd seized the Sinn Fein drill-hall,
which had been closed by the military

Allen was killed by a bayonet wound in
the thigh, and about 30 persons are now
in hospital suffering from bayonet and
bullet wounds."

"These riots, following upon the recent
disordersin Dublin, provoke alarm among
Irish Unionists and disappointmentamong
moderate Nationalists. It must be admitted
that up to the present the release of the
rebellion prisoners has created an
atmosphere of distrust rather than of re-
conciliation. The part which is now being
taken in the East Clare election by Mr
John MacNeill and Mr De Valera dis-
courages any hope that the Sinn Fein
leaders will be induced to take part in the
Convention. While amotor-car party were
proceeding from Limerick to Tomgraney,
Co Clare, to support Mr De Valera's can-
didature, they found the road obstructed
with large stones. While engaged in
clearing the thoroughfare shots were fired
from an adjacent grove. None of the party
was injured, butthe motor-car was struck,

In my post this June 26th, | commented

as follows on the Londohimesreport of
the June 1917 Cork riots:

"It was both inaccurate and misleading
in a number of respects. It was a bullet
wound that had caused the death of
Abraham Allen; and it was another man,
by the name of Ahern, who suffered a fatal
bayonet wound. Moreover, no revolver
shots had been fired by any of the rioters,
until after RIC District Inspector Oswald
Ross Swanzy had ordered his policemen
to open fire first. (In the final paragraph of
the Times report, note also that shots were
fired at—but not by—de Valera's election
workers.) OnMarch 20,1920, RIC District
Inspector Swanzy would go on to lead a
police raid and murder the Sinn Fein Lord
Mayor of Cork, Tomas Mac Curtaift
was for this reason that Michael Collins
ordered the assassination of Swanzy on
August 20, 1920."

Butl, inturn, had beeninaccurate in my

also abag, and the petrol tank was pierced. first correction, misled by one of thvésh
Timegreports on the riots. Abraham Allen
The first thing that struck me about this had, in fact, been bayoneted to death, and

report was that the RIC District Inspector not shot, and although thésh Timeshad

authorities, and planted the Republican in Cork at the time remained unnamed. Asexpected a Mr. Ahern to also die from a

flag on the roof. Further rioting took a teenage reader of thésh Timesfrom

bayonet wound, he would appear to have

place in the streets, and then the crowdthe early 1960s, | began to notice ansurvived. Itis worth, therefore, examining

attacked the recruiting office and the annual entry under the heading lof

some of the contradictory reporting by

Union Jack was thrown into the river. Up \yamoriam / Roll of Honourn the 1916  Dublin's own"paper of record"on what

to this point the police had hardly
interfered atall, but now they were stoned
by the crowd and were compelled to

confused and general. Finally, after the
mob began to use revolvers and several
policemen had been injured, the military
were called out. They mounted machine-
guns in Patrick Street and the police
made further charges in which they were
forced to use their bayonets. In the course
of the fighting a man named Abraham

Honour notice in thérish Timeson 22nd
charge. For some time the fighting was August 1966, read:

Rising 50th anniversary year, the Roll of happened in Cork over those few days,
beginning with the two reports carried in
the Irish Timesof Monday,

25th June

"Tothe splendid memory of my brother, 1917. Under the heading of "ARRIVAL
Oswald Ross Swanzy, D. I., Royal Irish OF RELEASED MEN IN CORK.
Constabulary, killed in Lisburn, Sunday, SCENES ON SATURDAY NIGHT", the
August 22, 1920, and of all of his gallaﬁt first set of events was reported as follows:

comrades, officers and men, of the
ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY,
killed in the faithful performance of their
duty, 1919-1922".

"Amidst scenes unique in the history
of Cork, the released Sinn Fein prisoners
were welcomed home on Saturday night.
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All the men belonged to the City and v=MH4k_yPF_Ew for Jimmy Crowley's
County of Cork, and they were met at rendition of"Salonika"—that wonderful
Glanmire terminus they were met by cqk ity ballad about the mutual insults

their sympathisers who formed a "
procession ofenormousdimensions.Thehurlmj between théseparas*—women

streets were lined with people, and Sinn I Féceiptof separation payments from the
Fein ﬂags were to be seen everywhere.BrmSh Government while their husbands
The prisoners entered a brake, and wergfoughtits Imperialist War—and those anti-
escorted to the National Monument on War Corkonians whom théseparas”
the Grand Parade, where speeches wergahelled "slackers", butwho had the better
delivered from a platform. In the proces- ¢ the argument;

sion were several bands, including Irish
pipers, garbed in ancient Irish costume, "Oh me husband's in Salonika and | wonder
and the display of Sinn Fein colours was  if he's dead,

upon alavish scale. Atthe demonstration, And | wonder if he knows he has a kid
and during its passage, there was much jith a foxy head,

'Up Dublin' and 'Up the rebels'. As the  gg|dier boy.

demonstrators passed the Soldiers'HoOm&y/hen the war is over what will the slackers
in Lower Glanmire Road a serious fracas
occurred. Outside the building there were
collected about thirty soldiers and a
number of women who have relatives . .
serving at the front, and these women And when the war is over what will the

showed much hostility to the camogie soldiers do, . .

contingent. A scuffle tgok place, and tghe They'll be walking around with a leg and
procession had to stop for a few minutes & half,

until order was restored. District Inspector And the slackers they'll have two.
Swanzy came on the scene, and upon h|£nd they taxed the pOUﬂd of butterand the
advice the soldiers, who had collected taxed the ha'penny bun,

upon the pavement, retired into the Home. And still with all their taxin' they can't
At this time someone fired two revolver  bate the bloody Huns.

shots from, it is said, one of the windows Never marry asoldier, a sailor, oramarine,
of the Soldiers' Home, and this improper But keep your eye on that Sinn Fein boy
actintensified the excitement. Nobodyin  with his yellow, white and green,

the street was hit, and it is more than So right away Salonika, right away me
probable that blank cartridges were used. ~ soldier boy."

The members of the Royal Irish Constab-

ulary, who during the evening had patrol-  Therish Timesof 25th June 1917—

led the streets in small groups, were with- | ;nqer headings of "SINN FEIN RIOTS
drawn to their barracks soon after eight o IN CORK. JAIL WRECKED

‘clock, and the Sinn Feiners had every-
thing their own way. During the night the RECRUITING OFFICES ATTACKED.

large plate-glass front of the head MILITARY CALLED OUT. MAN
recruiting office at No. 2 Patrick Street KILLED BY GUNSHOT WOUND.
was smashed, and the glassinthe windowMANY PERSONS INJURED"—also
of Messrs. Heynes's fishing tackle estab-reported on how the disturbances had
lishment in the same thoroughfare was agcglated on the Sunday:

also shattered. During the progress of the
meeting at the monument two men
climbed to the balcony of the City Club
and hoisted a Sinn Fein flag on the mast.
A Sinn Fein flag was also placed on the
courthouse."

The;}'ll be all around the soldiers for the
loan of a bob or two.

"Our Cork Correspondent says that
there was a serious outbreak of disturb-
ances in Cork yesterday in connection
with the arrival of the Cork rebellion
prisoners. At an early hour the Sinn

the Union Jack, came into collision with
the Republicans in Patrick Street, and a
fight followed. The Union Jack was
captured, and the crowd, excited by the
occurrence, turned their attention to the
recruiting office. Amidst much cheering,
two boys climbed up to where the flags of
the Allies floated, and threw them down.
One green flag was not interfered with.
About the same time a man climbed the
pole in front of the recruiting office, on
top of which, since the outbreak of the
war, a Union Jack has floated. He cut
down the flag, which was then thrown
into the river. Then the lower portion of
the office was wrecked, and the wood-
work was carried as trophies. Stones were
thrown atthe police, who were ordered to
charge the rioters. This they did, some of
them producing revolvers, but no sooner
had they ceased charging than the mob
re-commenced stone-throwing. The
police again charged, and and a number
of shots were fired. Up to a late hour
charges onthe part ofthe police continued,
with wild stampedes of rioters, and men,
women, and children, who thronged the
streets. The mobs used revolvers, and
when the rioting became desperate and a
number of policemen were injured,
including the officer in charge, District
Inspector Swanzy, the military were
requisitioned. On their arrival, they
mounted a machine gun in Patrick Street,
while the Constabulary, in a succession
of charges, fired their rifles and used their
bayonets."

"At the time of writing 30 persons had
been received at the North Infirmary,
suffering from bayonetwounds and bullet
wounds. One of the injured, Abraham
Allen, North Mall, a married man, with
two children, died immediately after
admission from hemmorhage. Other cases
included wounds in the head, a bayonet
wound in the leg, a wound in the right
arm from a bullet, which passed through
Allen's body, and serious scalp wounds.
Soon after midnight order was restored,
and the military returned to barracks, not
being obliged to intervene."

Under the heading dfThe Battle of

Feiners marched to the county jail and patrick Street'John Borgonovo wrote of

Under the heading dReception for the afternoon a crowd, which was return-

the Released Prisonerdhn Borgonovo's
2013 book,The Dynamics of War and
Revolution: Cork City 1916-191put the
number welcoming the prisoners at
Glanmire railway station at 10,000, while

as many as 2,000 processed with the

prisoners towards the city centre:

"However, trouble broke out in front
of the Soldiers' Home ... when about
thirty soldiers and their relations jeered
the procession. Separation women

attacked camogie players, and shots rang

outfrom an upstairs window. Fortunately
no one was hit by the gunfire." (p 63). (

See https://m.youtube.com/watch?

ing from a hurling match, with bands,
and carrying Republican flags, renewed
the attack upon the jail. The cheering of
the attackers was answered from within
the walls by prisoners. The crowd next
went towards the city. Some soldiers'
families resented their conduct, and stone-
throwing was indulged in, after which
the Sinn Feiners marched to Sheares
Street, and retook possession of their
drill hall, which was closed and barricaded
recently by the military. When an entrance
was gained, young men got on to the roof
of the building, on which they planted a
Sinn Fein flag, another being hung from
one of the windows. Later in the evening,
a number of women and girls, carrying

smashed the windows with stones, and inthe numbers involved that Sunday:

"A republican 'monster meeting' (was
held) on the Grand Parade of 5,000 to
denounce the upcoming Irish Convention.
Following its conclusion, spectators
milled about the city centre until events
took a violent turn. At 9 pm a counter-
demonstration by separation women
sparked trouble. After republicans insult-
ed some of these women on the street,
they responded by throwing stones.
Summoning reinforcements, fifty defiant
separation women soon paraded along
Patrick Street behind a Union Jack.
According to a (Cork Examiner) news-
paper reporter, the vocalwomen 'incensed
the Sinn Feiners by attacking them and
trying to remove favours they wore'.



Brawls drew a crowd that eventually

reached 5,000. 'The Union Jack was
captured’, wrote the reporter, 'and the
crowd, excited by the occurrence, turned
their attention to the Recruiting Office'..."

(pp 64-65).

On Tuesday, June 26th—under the

heading of "'SOLDIERS INPOSSESSION
OF THE STREETS"—thdrish Times
reported:

"Our Cork Correspondent, telegraphing
atalate hour last night said: This evening
a force of about four hundred military
took over the duty from the Constabulary
of preserving order in Cork in view of the
terrible riots of Sunday night. They were
stationed at various points in the city, and
awaited orders withrifles, fixed bayonets,
and machine guns. Rain fell heavily
during the early portion of the night,
which restricted the numbersinthe streets,
but still large crowds collected and
passively watched the military... The
following order was also issued: 'Owing
to disorders in the city last night, the
undermentioned, on behalf of the Irish
Volunteers, Sinn Fein, and other national
organisations, order their members and
sympathisers to keep off the streets
tonight, and prevent a recurrence of the

release of the rebellion prisoners, and the
later incidents in Dublin, Cork, and
elsewhere, on ... Sinn Feiners and the
Ulster Unionists? The former believe now
that the Government is afraid to keep
Sinn Feiners in jail when they have been
punished for rebellion, or to put them in
jail when they have ravaged public and
private property and trampled on the
King's flag... An official Nationalist a
Party appears to be afraid to defend
officially, against a returned rebel (de
Valera—MO'R), the seat made vacant by
the gallantdeath of its own leader's brother
(Major Willie Redmond—MO'R)... We
call upon the Governmentto give its own
Convention a chance by recognising the
facts of the Irish situation. Like the child
in Hans Andersen's tale who dared to tell
the Emperor that he had no clothes, we
ask the Government to awake from its
complacent dreaming, and we tell it that
it has failed dismally to create an
‘atmosphere of settlement' in Ireland. On
the contrary, it has done in the last week
a vast amount of mischief in Ireland,
some of which is perhaps, irreparable...

Not content with just its own editorial,

that June 26th issue of thesh Times

disturbances, which are being fomentedcarried a“Special Extra; the full
to discredit the national organisations.— reproduction of an EnglisDaily Mail

Tomas MacCurtain,

Terence J. editorial, entitled"lIreland On Trial",

MacSwiney, J.J. Walsh, Sean Murphy " which began:

In its editorial for the day—entitled

"The Government and Irelandg-thelrish
Timeshlamed the British Government for
having released the 1916 Republican
prisoners:

"Inthe hope of creating an 'atmosphere’
for the National Convention the Govern-
ment decided to release all the rebellion
prisoners 'without reservation'. We
expressed the gravest doubt about the
amnesty and our fears have been justified
very speedily. It is probable that the
prisoners themselves regarded this

"There are people who have only a
partial understanding of all that recent
events in Ireland imply. They read of
riots in Dublin and Cork, of the possibility
of a Sinn Feiner being returned for East
Clare ... of much wild talk of an
independent Irish Republic. They read of
these things, and they ask themselves
how it can possibly be consistent with
Imperial safety to confer Home Rule on
a land where such incidents occur amid
every sign of public tolerance and even
approval... "

In the same issue of June 26th—under

astonishing clemency as a sign of yhe headings of "RIOTING IN CORK.

weakness; it is certain that no other view
was taken by the disorderly and seditious
elements in Ireland. The released men

WORST IN
EXCITEMENT SUBSIDING. MUCH

FORTY YEARS.

were received in Dublin with demonstra- DAMAGE TO PROPERTY"—thdrish

tions of disloyal enthusiasm... For two Timesalsoranwith anoutrightlie, accusing
nights a dangerous rabble remained inRepublicans themselves of having shot
possession of the principal streets of gne of the rioters, Abraham Allen, from
Dublin... 1t is ”%t surprllsr:ng, in these the opposite side of the river Lee (possibly
circumstances, that Cork has been quickgio b my father, from the safety of his
to follow Dublin's example. The report ) : . ;
mother’'s womb in their home on Pope’s

which reached us in the early hours of

yesterday morning read like an incident Quay!):

of the first days of the Russian Revolution.
Anangry crowd attacked the jail, stormed
the recruiting station, tore down and
insulted the flags of the Allies, and
assailed the police furiously with stones.
The riot did not end till the military had
brought out machine guns, and till the
police had been compelled to charge the
mob with rifles and bayonets. In this
fighting amanwas killed and many others
were wounded... What is the effect of the

"While the police with fixed bayonets
were dispersing their assailants on Sunday
night in face of a hail of macadam, men
opened fire upon them with revolvers
from the upper windows of some houses,
and some policemen had miraculous
escapes. Abraham Allen, who received
his death wound on Lavitt's Quay, is
believed to have been shot by the rioters
while they were firing from the opposite
side of the river at the police who were

drawn upin front of the wrecked recruiting
depot. It is reported that the crowd were
making preparations to set fire to the
building when the police arrived and
dispersed them. General Doran, Com-
manding the Southern District, visited
the wrecked depot today, and inquired
into the circumstances of the attack. In
which no less than 5,000 people partici-
pated. Itis believed that drastic measures
will be taken by the authorities to put an
end to the lawlessness with which the
city is seething at present... The inquest
on Abraham Allen will be opened at
three o'clock tomorrow by the City Coro-
ner, Mr. J.J. McCabe. About ten persons
were treated at the South Infirmary for
injuries from bayonet and baton wounds,
and a man named Ahern, residing in
Glasheen, suffering from a very serious
bayonet thrust through his thigh. Doubts
are entertained as to his recovery.”

But the Allen inquest was to give the lie

to thelrish Times/ Swanzy 'spin' that it

. was Republicans who had shot him. Next
day, June 27th, it was required to provide
a verbatim report of that inquest:

"In the North Infirmary, Cork, the
Divisional Coroner ... opened an inquest
on the body of Abraham Allen, 30 years,
a labourer, residing at 2 Rock Cottages,
North Mall, who was killed on Sunday
night during the riots in the city. District
Inspector Swanzy and Head Constable
McGuinness appeared on behalf of the
Constabulary, and Mr. W.F. O'Connor,
solicitor, City High Sheriff, represented
the next-of-kin. At the opening of this
inquiry... Mr. O 'Connor said he was
instructed that there were several mem-
bers of the jury who were ex-policemen.
He was instructed to protest against that.
The Coroner said... Mr. O'Connor had no
power to challenge the jury. Hannah Allen
said that the deceased man was her
husband. He was the sole support of
herself and her child.”

"Mrs. Ellen McCarthy, 2 Rearden's
Court, said, in reply to Mr. Swanzy, that
at 10 o'clock last Sunday night the
deceased man came staggering up to the
door and said, 'Have mercy on me, | am
dying.' He lay down inside the door, and
she saw blood flow out under the door.
She went to look for a priest, and when
she returned the man had been taken to
the infirmary. Mrs. Anne Diamond, 4
Rearden's Court, said that at 10 o'clock
on Sunday night she was at the corner of
Kyrl Street. There were great crowds on
both sides of the river, and she heard six
or seven shots fired. She did not see any
stones going. The deceased man and other
men ran into the Court for protection. She
did not see any police on either side of the
deceased man when the shots were fired."

"Dr. Daniel F. Hegarty, assistant
surgeon of the infirmary, stated he saw
Allen about ten minutes to eleven on
Sunday. He was unconscious and died
within a few minutes. He performed a
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post mortem examination upon him that even if he had thrown a few stones. Insteadgalled to account before the coroner's
morning, assisted by Dr. Higgins. He had swanzy's approach was to embrace Allencourt—his companion and fellow labourer
an incised wound about an inch and a4 4 yictim, but pretend that he had been aichael O'Connell—stated in his testi-
ﬂ_uarter in extent upon the upper part of victim of Republican gunfire. The police mony thatthe policeman who bayonetted
is left thigh, and another in the back of "~ o . . e
the same thigh of the same size; the twoewdence_ of bullet marks matenahsm_g at AIIelj did SO W|thout_]ust!f|cat|or.1 True,
wounds were communicating. He opened the location of Allen's mortal wounding the jury did not bring in a verdict of
up the thigh and traced the track of the was far too "convenient” for Swanzy. And unlawful killing, which might sub-
wounds, and found in the wound the the evidence from the two Rearden's Courtsequently have provided for a criminal
femoral completely divided. Death was yjjtnesses should be read in the reverseprosecution of the policeman who had
due to hemorrhage. There was no otherg ey jn which they had been questionedbayonetted Allen to death. But, in defiance

injury upon the body. The aperture in the . . b gy 1} W e ks
deceased's trousers corresponded to thih: to correspond with the actual sequence_ofSwanzys guidance ,th|51u_ry which
included a number of ex-policemen on

wounds in the deceased's thigh. Mr. N the timeline of events. INCIL :
O'Connor—How, inyour opinion, doctor, it—did conclude that a pollceman, and
were these wounds caused? They must Gunfire, from whatever source, had only a policeman, under Swanzy’s
have been caused by some sharp instruceased before Allen entered Rearden'sommand, could have killed Allen. Asthe
ment. Would a bayonet be likely to cause Court seeking safety. Moreover, he wasfinal sentence of thiish Timesinquest
it? Itcould be caused by it. Dr. J. Higgins, ot ot that immediate juncture, either report had to recordThe jury found that

house surgeon, said he assisted Dr. . . .
Hegarty in the post mortem. He agreed wounded or accompanied by any police, death 'was due to hemorrhage, the result

with Dr. Hegarty's evidence. Mr. Swanzy Who were supposedly being targeted byof a bayonet wound'.
—There is a suggestion that the wounds Republican gunmen from across theriver,
might be caused by a bullet? My opinion as the previous daylash Timesreport Just short of three years later, there was
is that the wounds were caused by asharfhad maintained. Allen had entered theamoreinfamous Swanzy murder to come.
instrument, to the exclusion of theirbeing Court, fleeing but unwounded, and when On 20th March 1920, Swanzy led an RIC
caused by a bullet.” the police caught up with him, he was raid on the Mac Curtain family home, and
"Mr. John Murphy, resident student, mortally bayonetted by one of them. murdered the Cork Lord Mayor, on his
stated the coat (produced) was worn by Despite Swanzy's attempts to browbeatthirty-sixth birthday, in front of his four
the deceased man when he came into thgyr, Hegarty and Dr. Higgins into at least year old son and namesake. On 17th April
!ﬂsiﬁ‘é“ggélévé’ Stol\;I]?sS (K{giucree‘?a‘n’gée allowing for the possibility that Abraham 1920, another, more emboldened,
identified the coat as one worn by her Allen had been killed t_)y a buIIe_t, they coroner's jury was to conclude:
husband on the night that he was killed, @damantly stuck to their conclusion that
Acting Sergeant a Collins said that he the medical evidence proved the contrary,
saw on the door of the house where Allen "that the wounds were caused by a sharp
was wounded seven marks of bullets, andinstrument, to the exclusion of their being

"We find thatthe late Alderman Tomas
Mac Curtain, Lord Mayor of Cork, died
from shock and haemorrhage caused by
bullet wounds and that he was wilfully
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blood splashes on the wall. To Mr. caysed by a bullet"

O'Connor—The police of his party did
notfire theirrifles, butused their bayonets.
The first charge was ordered by Head

John Borgonovo recorded how, during

Constable McGuinness, when the police the Allen inquest, High Sheriff O’Connor
were being stoned. The crowd fired hadreferred tadrunk”separation women

revolvers, and two policemen were struck. "insulting people!' He further related:

He could not say who ordered the charges,
but they were necessary, as the police
were getting struck, and were com-
plaining. Michael O'Connell, labourer,
said that the place was quiet on Kyrl's
Quay, when he and Allen were overtaken
by people who were running. A policeman
ran past him, and a moment later he heard
the deceased cry, 'I'mkilled'. The witness
was at the same time knocked down by
the blow of a rifle. He submitted that the
policeman who bayonetted Allen did so
without justification."”

This was the penultimate paragraph of
thelrish Timesreport. And the Swanzy-
inspiredlrish Timesline that Allen had

been shot by Republicans came a cropper

at that inquest. There was evidence that,
with stones in his pocket, Allen was about
to throw them, if he hadn't already thrown

some already. It was a medical student,
and not any police evidence, that drew
attention to the stones. But Swanzy did
not pursue that line, because Cork public
opinion was indignant that Allen should

haVe been cut dOWﬂ and h|S I|fe taken,wounding of Abraham Allen who was

"Public officials criticised police
conduct, especially the killing of Abraham
Allen. His funeral was widely attended
and a fund was raised for his widow.
High Sheriff Willie O'Connor, an Irish
Party partisan, challenged the RIC version
of Allen's death, while the Cork Poor
Law Guardians sent their condolences to
Allen's widow and denounced the police
for 'the cruel manner they treated the

murdered under the most callous brutality
and that the murder was organised and
carried out by the Royal Irish Constab-
ulary, officially directed, by the British
Government and we return a verdict of
wilful murder against David Lloyd
George, Prime Minister of England, Lord
French, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, lan
MacPherson, late Chief Secretary of
Ireland, Acting Inspector General Smith
of the Royal Irish Constabulary, Divi-
sional Inspector Clayton of the Royal
Irish Constabulary, District Inspector
Swanzy and some unknown members of
the Royal Irish Constabulary."

Lord Mayor MacCurtain was indeed

helpless children of our city’. The RIC the most famous murder victim of
county inspector complained of Cork's gyanzy's reign in Cork. But the general
feckless civic leaders, 'l may point out |5, rer Abraham Allen—returned in the

that neither the Lord Mayor nor any .
members of the Corporation gave us anylg_11 census as being _able_ o rea_d *?”t not
rite—had been his first victim,

assistance during the week, nor are theyW
likely to give us any in the future’. No hotwithstanding thérish Timesattempt
policeman was charged in the case. Sinnto muddy the waters on that score.
Feinleader Liam de Réiste wrote bitterly: Manus O’Riordan
"To the ordinary mind it was murder or at

the very least manslaughter—whether

under provocation or not is another

qguestion. But, of course, no policeman Look Up the

was tried for it, no action taken. Where is Athol Books

the law, where order, where justice?" (p )

68). archive on the Internet
The only eyewitness to the fatal WWW.athOIbOOkS.OI'g




Communal unity in support of national
allegiance is therefore the natural condition
of its electoral life. And that is how things
were in the first 50 years—and how they

Blasts Of Hot Air: Mansergh V. Harris are again in the MPs sent to Westminster

_ ) . as spectators. (The DUP now supports a
Afierce storminateacup hasblownup On July 2nd Harris in h|§unQay minority Tory Government from the back
on the pages of theunday Independent Ind_ependc_angospel decle_lred t_ha‘tSmn benches, as the SDLP supported a Labour
bgtween Engll_s_h_—born a_nd educatedFein is thrilled to be Qealmg vylthaI_Deter Government in the late 1970s—over a
Fianna Fail politician Martin Mansergh Barry-style pan-nationalist like Simon
(not currently in the Dail) and Eoghan Coveney rather than a pluralist like
Harris of the Official IRA, who began his Charlie Flanagan'{Coveney has replaced

career by hounding Poppy-sellers in Cork Flanagan as Minister for Foreign Affairs.)  pan-nationalism and pan-Unionism
but progressed to become a groupie of Mansergh responded with a letter on (which Harris never attacks) are the
Ulster Unionism at its narrowest. Their JUly 9th: norma”ty ofthe apo|itica| electoral life of
disagreement has to do with Northern "Barry, who was a widely respected Northern Ireland.
Ireland, but it seems to be in large part a Foreign Minister in the second FitzGerald
disagreementwithout a difference—which gdrr?jnistratlion f(;)hm 1ta82 to 19Et3t7t Wals The"Unionist monolith! as it used to
i g i it ealing only with other constitutiona
is not an unusual thing in politics. nationalists in the SDLP north of the gfé:zgidtgvrﬁzfsrglﬁtnemgrsl;;odr;:zﬂgﬁ%ce
Neither has ever tried to describe what Border and had no relationship with Sinn a h i ‘Nei
: TIDE Fein, which was excluded from the @Pproaches to Captain O'Neill. That
Northern Ireland is, and so their dispute  political arena at the time by the ongoing disturbance led to the pogrom of August
concerning it cannot be enlightening. IRA campaign." 1969, which precipitated the War that was
_ Whatitis, is not_difficultto discover. _It A comment by Harris was appended to always latent in the Northern Ir_ela_nd
is an undemocratically-governed region Mansergh's letter: system. The War fragmented Unionism
of the British state, entirely under British Lo ' electorally. For a while there were three
sovereignty, but excluded from the multi- His point about Peter Barry makes no ;i i parties of roughly equal size, but
national system of party-politics by which sense as you don't need to negotiate Wlthwith no real differences between them
. . Sinn Fein to be a pan-nationalist.” =~ . ’
the British state is governed, and run by a once William Craig's attempt at a
subordinate system of government con- Of course you don't! And formal postur- Vanguard"Ulster nationalist”" fascism
ducted by local Six County parties which, ing rarely coincided with the substance of shot its bold. The three have now in
whether Unionist or Nationalist, are things in the North. Barry's intervention substance become one again.
regarded as alien by the political parties ofwas striking, and can only have been
the state. deliberate stimulustothe general national- On the nationalist side the Mallon/
For about three-quarters of a century aist morale. | was editing a weekly publi- Durkan leadership of the SDLP took the
pretence was upheld in British 'mainland’ cation in Belfast atthe time and | remember"constitutionalism®of its "constitutional
politics that Northern Ireland was a little itwell. There was a lull in the Republican nationalism'too much in earnest, and the
democracy on its own, with its own politi- war effort caused by the systematic party has gone into radical decline. Its
cal life. What it actually was was a system pressure applied by Labour Secretary offunction, as was well understood by its
of Protestant communal dominance fundedState Roy Mason. That was when Barryonly competent leader, John Hume, was
by the British Exchequer under which the made higNightmare"speech aboutwhat to facilitate for the Government the

generation ago—but these things are
regarded as bizarre accidents.)

Catholic community was routinely humil- Northern Catholics had to endure. changes that the effectiveness of the IRA
iated. After halfacentury, the functioning campaign would oblige it to make. Hume

of this system led to a war between the But what's all this aboutpan-  did that superbly. But his successors lost
Catholic community and the State. nationalism’;, which both Mansergh and themselves iriconstitutional” posturing

The State in the mid 1970s tried to Harris seemto regard as a bad thing. Whatin what is a profoundly unconstitutional
"Ulsterise"the War—that is, to make ita €xists in the North is two very stable region of the British state.

local war between the Protestant andcommunities, one of which had always o
Catholic communities. It failed. After a Wanted to be part of the Irish state and the - The well-understood division of labour

further 20 years of war, the State made arPther looking on that as a fate worse thanbetween physical force and the constitu-
agreement with the Catholic community death. They live in the British state but tional force which it energised ceased to
under which the pretence that the domin-they play no part in governing it. function and the IRA was obliged to tend
ance of the majority community was  Whythe British State threw themtogether to the constitutional sideofthe general
democratic was dropped and which estab4n alittle Limbo of their own is something it nationalist movement for itself.
lished inits place a bi-communal devolved has never explained. Their difference with . .
system under which the majority commun- one another has nothing to do with the Neither Harris nor Mansergh acknow-
ity does not dominate. policy of government. They are notconsulted 1€dges that Provisional Republicanism
at elections by the parties that govern thefought a war that was made necessary/
It would be unreasonable to expect anstate. The Government of the state decidef0ssible by the systematically un-
anti-Republican Cork City tribalist, whose the policy of the state in all matters, domestic democratic form of government that the
purpose in life is to be in the news, to seeand foreign. The politics of government British State imposed on its Northern
what Northern Ireland is. But an English- therefore do not exert a divisive influence Ireland region and brought it to an orderly
man born and bred should be able to see iwithin each of the two great communal conclusion with considerable advantage
onthe instant. And yet Mansergh appeargolocks. Northern Ireland therefore has no '€ ItS community.
to be as obtuse as Harris. politics, properly speaking. | suppose Mansergh cannot acknow-
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ledge this indisputable fact because hethanwhat he wanted to hear, and he mighbn behalf of the Six County nationalist

cannot admit that Britain wantonly impos- have had a longer innings. community. It did no such thing.

ed undemocratic government on the Six 1998 was a two-nations agreement.
Counties and is therefore responsible for Mansergh says he wdprimarily Mansergh was obliged to make a back-
what resulted from it. responsible for the political content of the handed admission of that in dispute with

Harris cannot acknowledge it becauseconstitutional accommodationtivhile Northern Dissidents, but his party never
his Official Republican war, which he had "Sinn Fein... was excluded fromthe peliti acknowledged it. His leader persistently
going in rivalry with the Provo war at the cal arena at the time of the ongoing IRA condemned Sinn Fein in the North for its
outset, came to a murderous nothingnesscampaign®' It might be that the wording "sectarianism;’ meaning its actions on
(But a friend of mine, Noel Jenkinson, was his, but the principle of tHaccon: behalf of its constituency in accordance
was drawn to the margin of it by its spurious modation"was Republican, and it was in with the terms of the 1998 constitution
social revolutionism and died in jail substance ataccommodationbetween which treats the Northern population of
because of it.) the IRA and the British Government. consisting of two distinct body politics

. It was clear long before 1998 that the between which the principle of majority

| opposed both wars at the time and. . . .

. . immediate Republican purpose inthe Warrule does not apply.
proposed an alternative course of action, s L ) .
. . was to compel the British Governmentto  This is a nationality arrangement, on
for which Harris denounced me as an . . . . e .
Orange/imperialist stooge or agent make an interim re-arrangement of thingsthe lines of what was evolving in Austria-
’ inits Northern Ireland region, a settlement Hungary until it was destroyed by Britain

Solknowthatthe Republicanism gener-which would enable the nationalist in 1919. Itis what enabled the War to be
ated by an undemocratic system of Sixmomentum built up by the War to be ended. But Fianna Fail, thoughitrepealed
County government fought a War and transferred to politics without war. For Articles 2 and 3, hangs onto the destructive
brought it to a successful conclusion with the achievement of this purpose it wasnotion that Protestant Ulster is an integral
regard to its cause, if not, or not yet, with necessary to keep up the War, and apart of an all-Ireland nation alienated
regard to its formal aim at the start. critical moments to intensify it, until superficially by'sectarianism; so thatin
definite undertakings were got from the Southern politics the party can condemn
o i ) other side. And the other side was alwaysSinn Fein in the North as sectarian.

Eoghan Harris is correct in stating... \whjtehall, never Ulster Unionism. That
that the Good Friday Agreement (unlike, ;o \yhy it was of no consequence that Inabygone eraitwas customary, when
say, the 1921 Treaty) was never S|gned,_|_. ble didn't si but onl lied i ttled. t " d .
but that a number of copies of the last text rimble didn’t sign, but only complied in - wars were settled, to cover actions done in
circulated were autographed by partici- Practice with a personal ultimatum from the war withActs of Oblivion Britain did
pants in the negotiations for souvenir the Prime Minister—and then dragged histhis to some extent with the Northern

Mansergh replies to Harris on this score:

purposes..." heels on implementation, encouraged bylreland War. Dublin did notdoitat all, but
his Stickie advisers. tries to carry on treating it as a massive
The 1921 Treaty was signed under threat outbreak of criminality, and not a war at

of immediate and terrible war, and that  After the deal was done, the IRA gave all. Thatis understandable since the War
seems to be close enough to democracyublin permission to hold a referendum was not in any real sense an Anglo-Irish
for the present Fianna Fail leadership.to repeal its Constitutional assertion of War, but a war between a community in
Trimble was personally intimidated by sovereignty over the North. the undemocratically-governed region of
Tony Blair, who made dire threats of what ~ Ever since May 1970, when the Lynch the UK state and the Government of the
he would do to Ulster Unionismif Trimble Governmentrevoked itle factdNorthern  state. But at the same time Dublin wants
did not fall into line. Actual signing was policy of August 1969, and prosecuted for to filch some credit for the peace.

of no consequence. It was just a piece oftreasonable conspiracy those who had *

Jesuitry that was surprising in an Ulster implemented it, the sovereignty claim was

Protestant. a dead letter for Dublin Governments of _Harng Is greatly concer.ned that the
i \ Sinn Fein demand for an Irish Language
all kinds, except Haughey's, but no

The great difference between the 1921Government dared to hold a referendumACt. might be concedgd without an
and 1998 Treaties was that Whitehall was,, repeal it. If they had done so, they equivalent Actfor something calletlister
unable to use the 1998 Treaty to break Upyignt have been able to establish a diplo->C0t .
the Republican organisation that forced it i relationship with Stormont, butnone | never came across Ulster Scots in
to make considerable concessions. had the courage to try. Butthe éourtsthe Belfast or in Co. Antrim. | could never

took notice of it a|.’1d ‘udaments. in "hear any Scottish in the North Antrim
Mansergh tosses in the fact that Harris . judg ]accent, even though | was assured that it
; \ C o extradition cases began to take account o :
was Trimble's Adviser in 1998. So was . ; was there. | could not find a trace of

- it. Because of that it was of value to the s

Official IRA man, Lord Bew. So was : Scottish jurisprudence when Mary Mac
Republican cause. .

Professor Henry Patterson, who was at Aleese obliged me to come to close

least in Official Sinn Fein. When the Northern settlement was quarters with the Belfast law system by

The leader of Ulster Unionism took the made in 1998 an attempt was made to spiPringing a frivolous libel action against
Official IRA into his confidence and jtasan Anglo-Irish settlement. Ifitwasan Mme and, on the income of an unskilled
sought its advice. That fact should have Anglo-Irish settlement, then the War was laboure, | had to conduct my own defence.
been enough to deter Mansergh froman Anglo-Irish War. But, if so, Dublin Andwhen the Scottish Orange bands came
making the absurd suggestion that | wasGovernments were passengersinthe Warover for July 12th they played with a
Trimble's adviser. wildness that contrasted strongely with

If | had been—which was never evena If 1998 was an Anglo-Irish settlement the sedate local bands. And, as | figured
remote possibility—I would have told one would have expected Dublin to act out the history of the Plantation, | could
Trimble what he needed to hear, ratherpositively as guarantor of the Agreement see thatthe Ulster Scots became something



"He had come to the conclusion that
the Germans had been unobtrusive and
well-behaved during the Occupation and
that many Parisians hardly ever saw them
and complained of the Resistance move-
ment causing unnecessary trouble."

quite distinct in the course of the 18th them, and daily antagonised by the excl
century, something that | could not recog- ively Protestant, and exhibitionalistical
nise as Scottish, even though their middleRoyalist and Imperialist, system that w
class continued to be educated at Glasgowdeputed to control them, turned in lar
College in that era. numbers to something beyond or bene
politics and applied themselves to it wi

On the other hand, one of the first an earnestness not evident in the Sou
things | encountered in Belfast was the There is going to be drish Language
Irish language movement. In 1970 | Act, and not as dSinn Fein cudgel”
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h. The French communists, in one inci-

"dent, were the most militant in gunning
down three high-ranking German army

worked (as hod carrier) on a Gaelic housingeither—whether or not accompanied b
estate that was being built. There wereface-savind'Lallans" Act.
Clubs where only Irish was spoken. And

qOfficers resulting in a retaliation in which
100 people were executed.

The Germans asked for volunteers to

the Irishlanguage movementwas farfrom The only Unionist purpose is to 4
being identical with Sinn Fein. It seemed British. The Unionists in 1921 agreed
to me that many in it kept Sinn Fein at a make the"supreme sacrifice’df being | informing, they kept the wreckers away in
distance. British outside the political life of the gome districts.

Now there are many Irish-medium British state. They are now addicted |to .
schools in the North, and the sector isbeing semi-detached British. Their  The French were not collaborating but
expanding (insofar as it is allowed to). regional dominance has gone. They havesitting _OUt the war. German v!ctory was

forgone normal politics. So they haye Not being guaranteed, especially on the

The large Catholic minority in Northern become eccentric, even with relation [to EasternFrontandinthe Middle Eastdesert
Ireland, rigorously excluded from the themselves. war.

democratic politics of the state which held There was hope therg for_ the French.
They were in a better situation than the

Catholics of Northern Ireland stuck in a
deliberately made dysfunctional piece of
British territory without hope of outside

aid, and collaborating with the Unionist
enemy, as some did, but without benefit
to the Catholic community, then: in the
end having to pull themselves up by their

Irish Notables In Wartime France
) ) own bootstraps.

The back cover says: Europe through his upper class lifestyle
"After the Germans invaded in 1940, &nd hobnobbing with Europe’s elite. There are many names given of the
at least 2000 Irish people found Hehadawine company in Paris called s in paris and where they came from
themselves trapped in France for over Verndome WineShere is a blurb some- qyiginally in Ireland. There was Samuel
four years with no way out. As work. where about O'Kelly selling quantities of geckett who said he preferred wartime
;%%?C:n?hénﬁ?siy Sl:tarelajcarlne% 'Tﬁ{:ris'gr? his wine to Hermann Goéring and the France to peacetime Ireland. He tried to
' ggiec. German officer class in Paris. Neutrals join the French Army on the outbreak of

staying alive, mostkepttheir heads down, ;- | . . (NE _
but some became involved to varying 90Nt usually differentiate between the nosilities but heard nothing from the

degrees inthe war going on around them."Warring sides. Sweden, for example, soldathorities. Hisresistanceto German
iron ore to Germany during WW2. O'Kelly - gccupation was to shuffle a lot of paper

This book breaks the silence on the would have sold his wines to Churchill 3p0ut and retype what might have been
Irish in wartime Europe. Most of them had @nd his officer class. information for Britain’s benefit.
British passports and were caught in a The tone of the book sometimes leans gyt it didn't seem very important after
dilemma—claim an Irish passport from to the Allied side in the War, with tales of g siill, he could have faced arrest and
the Irish Legation in Paris and avoid intern- Irish neutrals assisting downed RAF, and pyison,
ment but miss out on funds sent for their eventually US, airmen to hide and escape. \when German Intelligence began to
welfare by the British Governmentthrough They were taking partin British machina- {ake an interest in him he fled with his
the then neutral America. Or, claim an tions in France. Mere pin-pricks that fe crossing Zone Libre into Vichy
Irish passport and go through the rigorouscould see people arrested, tortured, im-pFrance without permissioriThere the
checks set up by the Irish Department ofPrisoned in the concentration camp andyichy authorities took a close interest in
External Affairs. The stringent funds maybe killed. him. He put this down to being called
would then only come from Ireland after Samuel, a Jewish name in his opinion. Not
relatives were contacted, andifthey could  Butyou don't see much of this German g yery good explanation for his pro-British
come up with the money. reactioninthe book. Suspects are watchedgtityde. He gets more and more annoyed

arrested, questioned and mostly releasegys they probe him with questions. The
Many Irish were interned until their without even the threat of torture. There yjichy Government was obviously suspi-

neutrality could be proven. Gerald O’Kelly was no British B-filmwartime propaganda .jous about what he was up to in occupied
de Gallagh headed the Irish Legation inin the atmosphere. The French public p4ris. In the end they left him alone.

Paris. He had lost his diplomatic job in generally didn’t want any of this Marquis
1935 through his support of the Treaty, it heroism which might see their homes
is claimed. The De Valera Government raided and their relatives taken away.  spy on others of course. But when they
was putting in place its own people. Count  ABBC war correspondent Robert Barr refused they were left alone. Unlike the
O'Kelly belonged more to mainland said in November 1944: RUC during the Long War when refusals
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€ watch the railway lines for saboteurs and
[0 people did react. By their presence, without

Brendan Clifford

Review: No Way Out—The Irish in Wartime France 1939-1945
by Isadore Ryan, Mercier Press, Cork

German Intelligence did ask people to
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to tout were met with penalties like false  in Ryan’s release (in Spain, WJH) met State) The Germans had decided
imprisonment and threats of death. the Irishman in Paris. But the initial previously to deport from France foreign-

German attempts to convince Ryan 10 1y, jews over the age of sixteen onl
In October 1944 Beckett returned to a  embark on a sabotage missionto Englandb 9 y:

liberated Paris to his old flat and found came to naught.”

Poortg)nn%embtclncohkgﬁg(;ivsIzgggfsdnfi);?rgs And 50 the names roll out with Francis with in this book. It doesn't say how many
afterthe Gestaporaid. The French Govern tuart,. \{vho had wc.)r.ked. foIrrand- French Jews were in the country. B_ut_the
. o ‘Redaktiorin Berlin, arriving in Paris out  book does mention the severe restrictions
ment gave him the Croix de Guerre. On o¢ 1yomped out Berlin in 1944, having put on their community.
his way to visit his mother in Dublin he .o\ elled by various routes with his
made a stopover in London to Visit the giifrjeng Gertrud Meissner (known as  One Jewishwoman dyingin the concen-
British War Office and be questioned about Madeleine). tration camp is mentioned as having Irish
the Gloria SMH Resistance Network he o P TR .
worked for in 1941 and 1942 An ex-lover of his in Berlln Raisin Ni c|t|zen$h|p_ Though |ate-r another woman
' Mheara had preceded him . She had beefs mentioned as also being an Irish citizen
James Joyce was also in wartime Parisborn Rosaline James in London in July and also dying in the camps.
Forever the meerkat, he moved his family 1918. She claimed her parents were Irish
to various burrows fourteen times. He butthatshe was adopted when stillababy | could go on for quite a few more pages
wanted an Irish passport for his wife, son by General Sir lan Hamilton and his wife. in reviewing this book, for it is stocked
and sick daughter but he didn’t want one In Paris she played a cat-and-mouse gameith information about the Irish in France,
for himself. There is mention of his withthe British authorities who wantedto mostly Paris, their dilemma in terms of
publisher correcting drafts of hiinne-  interview her about her pro-German/ shortage of funds, clothes, food and
gan's Wakel'm still wondering how it Hitlerian attitude. she was interrogated by accommodation, and their fight and will
was possible the British in Paris and she tells Stuart thatto survive.
to make any sense of it! In writing to his name came up. The Irish Legation worked under very
the Irish Legation in Paris his letters are ~ Stuart with forged papers, supposedly difficult conditions in Paris and in convin-
always written in green ink and some of issued by the Irish Legation in Paris, makescing Dublin what life was like in wartime
them are illegible. his way back to Ireland after detention in Paris. It was later ordered by the Germans,
The Joyce family manage to get to various prisons. Rdisin has ambitions to like all other legations, to move to Vichy.
Switzerland. He dies there in his usual be an actress. The author doesn’t say whapfter the War the new French Government
state of debt. After the War his widow happened to her in the end. wanted those Irish staff who had worked
wants his body disinterred and carried to in Vichy to be returned to Ireland. The
Ireland in the manner that Yeats’s body B Irish Government refused that request.
was conveyed from Gibraltar. The Irish The French had already started the
Government refuses her request. scapegoat and blame-game.

At least the subject of the Jews is dealt

There were Irish girls and Irishmen in
erlin working in factories, people who
had gone out of Ireland to look for work,
A few of the women worked for Irland-

Frank Ryan then turns up in wartime Radaktion, the Berlin radio station aimed
Paris. He was brought to the Hotel Lutetia at Ireland and dealing with Irish affairs to
on the Boulevard Raspail where the Joycethe German population. Plenty of propa-
family had been living for a few months ganda of course but then Irish personnel
before but where the Abwehr had since setworked for the wartime BBC. Neutrals, in
up its Paris headquarters. The authormy opinion had a choice. One Irish girl
says: living in Paris, and with an Irish passport,

"There exists a photo of Ryan fromthat can't find work in Paris, so, after getting
time stretched out on the grass in a Parispermission from the German authorities,
park, perhaps the nearby Jardin dughe hoards a train for Berlin, finds a job in

Luxembourg, reading the international afactory and ends up marrying a German.
press."”

"On the day of his arrival the Abwehr

brought Ryan for dinner to La Tour Then there is the painful business fOF T”_LS AND P"_LS

d’Argent, overlooking the Seine, at that foreign-born Jews in Vichy France and
time considered one of the finest their deportation to concentration camps.
restaurant in Paris..." Out of 76,000 only 2000 returned to Fran The Titanic sank on the 14th of Apri
after the war. Marshall Philippe Pétai 1912
Kurt Haller, section leader of Abwehr had disagreements with the Germap to the Atlantic Ocean floor
(1) Amt 1 West, responsible for espionage authorities over this matter. Pierre Laval, the Ulster Covenant made a call
operations in Britain and Ireland said Ryan even more a villain of the piece by th¢ to rebel
was completely flabbergasted by his |ook-back-in-anger elements in exile with on the 28th of September
treatment after his deprivation years in De Gaulle, was forced to include foreign 1912
Spain. Jewish children under the age of sixteen against the Third Home Rule Bill
Ryan didn't spend all his time in Paris the deportation quota demanded by th signed by loyalists galore

n
e

butwas accommodated at a country housesermans in order to save having to include the shivering wreck has put money
S

Emmanuel Macron, the new French
President, with his deliberate mis-
interpretation of the Holocaust that
affected France, is continuing to bury
French wartime history. He talks of the
collaborators whilst enthusing for one of
the biggest collaborations that France has
ever had—uwith the USA.

Wilson John Haire
17 July 2017

requisitioned by the Brandenburgers (anFrench Jews to make up the numbefs in the till
elite Wehrmacht unit). required. (French-born Jews werg  While the Covenant has put Loyalism
"On 20 July Helmut Clissmann, an €xcluded from deportation, at Vichy ~on the Pill _ _
Abwehr operator, who had livedinIreland insistence, as Cathy Winch has demop- Wilson John Haire

before the war and had been instrumentalstrated in several articles @hurch & 6 July 2017




ing hard to establish the principle that
marriage was monogamous and indissol-
uble (except by Church annulment). By
the twelfth century no one in Europe was
challenging the principle. Practice, though,
was another matter. Actually, the differ-
ences between what Gaelic Christians did

Review

A Defence Of Gaelic Christianity

Is it possible that the way academics ship, with fresh eyes and a sense of the;,q\what European Christians did weren't

write Irish history might be changing? possibilities. But his student Jocelyn
Two books published in the past few Otway-Ruthven killed off that line of
months take a combative attitude and trythinking and turned back to Hibernia
to give Gaelic Ireland some of its due. And Anglicana, and that is where Trinity has
this is unusual, because not giving Gaelicbeen ever since. (Tl&eraldinessolume
Ireland its due has been the settled policyhas a sniffy put-down of Curtis, by Robin
of the mainstream of the history-writing Frame!'a mixture of the insightful and the
establishment in recent times. For suchmisguided)
people Ireland is most significant as  Sothen, Trinity Medieval Ireland Series
Hibernia Anglicana"English Ireland". No. 2 comes as rather a shodke Irish
Richard Cox wrote a history of Ireland Church, its Reform, and the English
with that title for the emerging Anglo-Irish Invasionby Donnchadh O Corréin. This
Ascendancy, a pioneering work which was is a robust defence of the Gaelic Churchin
published while the Williamite War was the period leading up to the invasion,
stillin progress (1689-90). In hisintroduction when a variety of interested parties alleged

all that great.

"The Merovingians had been genuinely
polygynous. The Carolingians were less
so: they mostly practised serial mono-
gamy, which was enabled by easy divorce
and remarriage, and they mated poly-
gynously, though in Carolingian times
the sons of concubines did not tend to
succeed. Elsewhere in Europe, in Norway
for example, polygyny continued and the
children of concubines were not excluded
from succession. What happened in
Western Europe generally in the eleventh
and twelfth centuries was that upper-
class men (women had less freedom)
married monogamously and mated poly-

gynously, that is to say, they had one
lawful wife, more-or-less in accord with
the rules of the church, and relative ease
of annulment made new licit wives pos-
sible. Besides they had what were, in the
eyes of the church, seriously sinful illicit
relationships with other women—many
were concubines within the lordly
household, many more were casual
contacts outside it. In the eyes of the
churchthese were sinful acts, not marriage
partnerships"” (p. 53).

he said that the history of the other Ireland that it was decadent, unChristian, pagan
had been written by Geoffrey Keating, and and barbaric. O Corrain says it was no
it was only a mass of silly fables. such thing. Gaelic Christianity was
And a modern work written inthe same continuing to develop as it had done for
tradition and in the same spirit? It's easy centuries, and it had a rich popular vigour
to find one, butThe Geraldines and expressed in the cults of the saints.
medieval Ireland: the making of a myth ~ Andyet St. Bernard of Clairvaux called
edited by Sean Duffy and Peter Crooksthe Gaels'Christians in name, in fact
(Four Courts Press, 2016), will do as anpagans; Pope Alexander Il referred to
example. Actually, the Geraldines brought "that people of Ireland who, ignoring the
their"origin myth"with them to Ireland, fear of God, in unbridled fashion wander
as one gathers from Gerald of Wales: theat random through the depths of vice"  gg \what was it that made the Gaels so
ideathatthey were of Trojan descent. ThisGerald of Wales said the Irish wete g y12 They were awful because they
might be an interesting theme to explore, filthy people’ and so on. What was all that gave all or nearly all of those other women
but the authors and editors ignore it. So farabout? and their offspring rights. Gaelic law
as the title theme is concerned, they are permitted divorce (some of the accepted
only interested in finding myths put round ~ Sex, MARRIAGE AND THE GAELS grounds were also grounds for church
by Irishmen and sneering at them. Mainly it was about sex and marriage. ;.\ iment). Therefore the serial mono-
Otherwise there is some interesting In Europe the Church was promoting an gamy practi'sed by Gaelic lords was legally
information about castle-building, etc., incredibly wide restriction of KINShIp o 5o 06 with a succession of wives, but
but the focus is firmly on English Ireland. degreesin marriage, tothe seventh degreg, .. o+ the Church’s sanction. Further-
The rich relationship and dialogue of the "one could notmarry one’s sixth cousinor alongside the principal réspectable
Gaels with the Geraldines is virtually closer—andthisabsurdrulewasexpressly, ... (cétmuinte} recognition was given
blanked out. A key aspect of that dialogue formulated in a canon of Pope Alexander , ' secondary, disrespectable wifa (-
is the poetry written in Irish to, and by, Il in 1076"(p. 50), though a century and 1o the édulteress) and possibly
Geraldine aristocrats. It is treated in the half later this was reduced to the fourth . b cijes
most condescending and perfunctory Waydegree. Tothe Gaels, either seventh degree .
by the token expert on what the Gaels hador fourth degree was way beyond the As for the rule of clerical celibacy, it
to say, Katharine Simms. bounds of reality. Traditional Irishkinship was flouted as much in Europe as in
structures were such that families neededreland. But only in Ireland was there a
The Geraldines and Medieval Ireland to keep open the option of marriage major institution of hereditary clerical
is listed as No. 1 in the Trinity Medieval between closely related partners, down tomanagement: the office of erenachs or
Ireland Series. To a large extent Trinity and including first cousins (so as to safe-coarbs These were the people who ran
has dominated the history of what s called guard status and eligibility, etc.) the individual churches. They had the
medieval Ireland. There was a time when This was clearly understood, and Irish main responsibility for the given church’s
promising ideas were developing there.lawyers found examples in the Bible to activities, including patronage of poetry
Edmund Curtis, who began his working justify Gaelic custonm'the chosen people and art. Usually they had taken the initial
life as a factory labourer, had a broadof God did this, so we can do it too!" clerical orders, but often they weren’t
historical awareness that couldn’t be Someone put this argument to the greatpriests. Butin any case they handed down
bounded by Trinity's big wall. He started Anglo-Norman propagandist Gerald of their Office from father to son. They were
to explore the Gael-Gall relationship, and Wales, and he was suitably scandalised.a major target of the 12th century reform-
particularly the Gael-Geraldine relation-  Apart from that, the Church was press- ers:"an evil and adulterous generation"
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Bernard of Clairvaux calls theparbsof =~ monastic orders with areforming mentality Henry came over to keep the invaders in
Armagh. (In fact, they seemed to confine and without Gaelic influences were order. And also (even though he was then
themselves to one wife and they did manyimported into Ireland and established in under Papal interdict for the murder of
constructive things, especially peace- many places—principally the Cistercians Archbishop Thomas a Becket) to put the
making.) and the Arrouaisians, both launched bylrish Church in order. He didn’t meet the
Malachy. What the reforming Bishops Bishops personally, buhis programme

What about the non-noble population? and the new monastic orders both soughimanagers, Ralph archdeacon of Llandaff
"Though the objects (atleastin Ireland) 0 dowasto take overthelands, propertiesand Nicholas his chaplainthet them in
of well-developed pastoral care, the lower tithes etc. of the Gaelic monasteries. ButCouncil in Cashel early in 1172.

orders did much as they pleased: illicit they were not able, or not even willing, to
relationships with women were repeated- provide the religious and cultural services
ly denounced, and the repetition alone that the old monasteries had provided.

shows .that the denunciations had little The term O Corrain uses for thid#sset-
effect, in Ireland or anywhere else. In

Ireland, as in England, there was nothing
unusual about a well-to-do commoner

stripping” (p. 118).
But next, with the Irish reform move-

having a wife and a concubine—and this ment at its height, there was a strange

may be a long-established North Euro- complication. Was it Canterbury trying to

pean practice. The lIrish, then, were not get revenge for being sidelined? Or was it

more debauched than their continentaljyst English churchmen loyally serving
peers nor more vicious in their social e ampitions of King Henry 112 At any
mores; they were just differently organis- i ithin f f the Svnod of
ed, confident in their own institutions, &€, WIthin four years or the synod o
and reluctant to change them" (p. 55). Kells (1152), where the structure of four
Irish Archbishoprics was established by a

THE PHASES OF REFORM 8 ] :
Buta militant, highly political European Vvarious English churchmen in Rome

Christianity, which was developing in asking Pope Adrian IV to approve an
association with the Normans, was determ-invasion of Ireland by King Henry Il. The

specially-sent Papal Legate, there were

"We know nothing of any discussions
that preceded their consent to assemble,
whether there was any dissent, whether
any doubted the propriety of the proceed-
ing, whether any objected to the unseemly
haste, whether any considered a king
under personal interdict for the killing of
an archbishop unfitto summon a national
council of the Irish church (or any other
church), whether any weighed the
political consequences of their actions.
The bishops will certainly have known
about the privilege of Adrian IV—and
they may have read it more closely than
some modern historians. However, as
papal loyalists, they will have accepted
that Henry’s activity in Ireland had some
limited, ifinexplicitand somewhat dated,
papal approval" (pp. 104-5).

In any event, it seems that the Bishops

ined that Ireland would change. The reform invasion was required in the interests of
movement, and the lurid _abgse of Ga_ehcChrlst|an|ty—n0t_h|_ng else would do, the Legate (a Cistercian protégé of Malachy)
Chr|st|an|ty that went with it. came in barbarous and vicious Gaels were out of . :

' L .~ and three of the four Archbishops, said
three phases_ It began Short'y after thecontrOI.The Popetookhlstlme andWa|ted"yeS sir. no sir* as required They let
Norman conquest of England. Lanfranc, t be asked more than once or twice, buty oo pe overwhelmed reducing
William the Conqueror’s Archbishop of he didn’t wait too long. He approved the .~ "~ pawns on Kin:q Henry's
Canterbury, was a very ambitious man. proposedinvasioninhis Buludabiliter. 0 1. If Gerald of Wales is telling
He was thinking in terms of primacy not "You may enter that island and do the truth, they agreed that the Irish Church
just over York but over the whole of there what has to do with the honour of \yoyld conform to the usages of the English
Britain and Ireland as well. _ _ qud S]r;d tgg T:I;/ﬁlﬁ; gntgerelggi(\j/éAr(])i Church from then on. They are said to

Soon he had an understanding with the y peop You . -ve sworn an oath of loyalty to Henry Il

cleray in the Viking towns of Dublin and with honour and revere you as their lord, . .
Wa'?e{ford and ?:anterbury began to andthattherightsofthechurchesremaina”dCO”f'rmedth'S'”theformOfaCharter

e whole and unimpaired.” with their seals attached, recognising him
consecrate their bishops. But Lanfranc P g 9

. L. . ._and his successors as Kings of Ireland
also seems to have had support and (O Corrain for some reason finds this ¢ oo Ang they also denounced the
encouragement from Toirdhealbhach O passagédeeply ambiguous: the decision supposedly shocking moral state of the
Briain, King of Ireland. The O'Briens 1o accept Henry llremains with the Irish. o015 in jetters to the current Pope, Alex-
were still innovative and they hadn't Buta quick reading might lead to other 40 ) lending themselves to Hénry’s
stopped trying to develop an effective all- conclusions{p. 100). If so, limagine he’s propaga;"nda. (Alexander, recalling what
Ireland monarchy. Any centralising the only one from Adrian’s day to this '

) . ; ho h dit slowl h. The cl they had said, declared he was glad that
movement in the culture, even if it had its who has read It slowly enough. ecearKing Henry was taking "that most un-

source on the neighbouring island, mustimplication in the Pope’s language, disciplined and untamed nation" in hand
have been attractive to them. especially where he approves the King's _ 1" 0 a4 them to help him.)
desire"to enter the island of Ireland to

subject its people to the laws and to root

ogt from it the W‘?eds _Of vicels that the one of those Archbishops taking part in
Irish need decisions imposed on them.What an annalist describes"assynod of
And the Pop"e would "ha\_/e known better Ireland held by the province of Connacht,
than to play "maybes" with Henry I1.) laity and clergy'{Senudh Erenn la Cicid
Connacht, laechaib cleirch)bin the

of Ireland, led by the permanent Papal

But then, from the very beginning of
the 12th century, Canterbury was out-
flanked by an indigenous Irish reform
movement. (And the contemporary
O’Brien, Muircheartach, King of Ireland
with opposition, switched his support to
the locals.) The famous Malachy, with
other very ambitious and energetic people, presence of Ruaidhri O Conchubhair, King
joined the reformers. Within fifty years But King Henry was diverted for afew of Ireland. Obviously, O Corréin says,
they had made considerable headway, angears, he didn’t carry out his plan, and thethis was O Conchubhair's competitive
there are two clear proofs of this. Irish reformers on the other hand carriedresponse to Henry II's Council of Cashel,

Firstly, a structure of Bishoprics and on their reforming. . . And then Dermot "but it was too little too late" (p. 110). Is
Archbishoprics was set up which has lastedMcMurrough took his fateful initiative, that the right way to see it? Or was
to the present day. And secondly, foreignthe invasion happened, and in 1172 KingArchbishop Cadla O Dubthaig doing his

And yet just a few months later we find

IRISH BisHoPs AND ENGLISH INVASION



best towards finding sonmeodus vivendi
in Ireland after the invasion?

have martyrs, just as other countries’..." pressure and seemed to disappear, or at
(The History and Topography of Ireland  |east fall below the horizor(O Corréin,
Anyhow, to return to the Council of - John J. O'Meara, sec. 107). p.119), but this was a development of the
Cashel—what did those Bishops think  That's not the comment of a man in thereform, which was in progress before the
they were doing? O Corréin can hardly grip of illusions. invasion. Over time, though, the
find words to express his contempt. Arrouaisians/Augustinians who took over
"Perhaps they let themselves be led on  Now, a Bishop who thought like that many of the old houses to a large extent
by the papal legate O Con Airge, an (supposing there was a Bishop who thoughtwent native, like the Franciscans later on.
uncritical and over-zealous reformer who like that in 1172)—What would he have Theerenachsveren't easyto dis|0dge'
may have seen Henry Il as a source o hoped for in the early days of the invasion?and even when they lost their ecclesiastical

olitical stability as well as improvement . .
i?’lthechurch'pgrhapstheyfel?threatened Certainly not that the Normans would Status they continued to be landholders

even bullied, by Henry’s reputation and Manage to doin Ireland what they had doneand men of hospitality and culture. Andin
menacing presence; perhaps some ofthenin England. But he might well have wanted time the reform movement ran out of
felt that his intervention and the English to temporise. And indeed by the late 1180senergy, and the unreformed could breathe
attack would come to nothing, and they Gerald is complaining that the natives haveagain.

couldtemporise until the storm had blown peen given time enough to adapt: "The Gregorian reform imposed a
over; perhaps some, or more likely the

many, using reform as a flag of conven-
ience, desired to be powerful and rich
feudal bishops with aroleinroyal govern-
ment, as ministers, chancellors, diplomats
and royal judges, like their contempor-

"Because of the half-hearted dragging
out of the conquest over a long period...
by usage and experience the natives
gradually became skilled and versed in
handling arrows and other arms"

relatively shallow superstructure on the
pre-reform church, and beneath the
carapace much of the early medieval
indigenous church survived" (p. 120).

O Corrain doesn't think the reform

(Expugnatio Hiberniaetr. Scott and
Martin, Bk. 2 sec. 34).

aries elsewhere in England and continental brought any improvementin pastoral care
Europe, and seized their opportunity with

) X for the laity (the reverse is more likely"
alacrity when they thought it had come. If .
so, they were fatuous beyond measure... There were, of course, great Anglo- P- 121), or that it made the clergy more

"They cannot have been quite unawareNorman heroes of arms such as John dénoral (‘concubines took the place of
how thoroughly William I (the Con- Courcy, who was delighted to find that his clerical wives who, however, reappeared
queror) uprooted the native English deeds had been predicted by a renownedfter some timg”p. 122). The foreign
aristocracy nor could they have expected|ish prophet, Columcille'John himself ~ monastic orders didn’t produce any saints

lt?jes fiﬁrngﬁQ:Z I;I)ra:anpdarr]ésc’jhtilr:hl\jitsgzgakeEpS a book of prophecies, which isand they never equalled the cultural
social revolution that entailed the over- Writtenin Irish, by him as akind of mirror achievements of the older houses. But the

throw of their own ruling cadre and the Of his own deed<ExpugnatioBk. 2 sec. Irish Church now had the formal structures
rise of a foreign land-holding class loyal 18). Unfortunately, what the prophets had ©f “the contemporary European model”,
(at least in theory) to an absent king—all to say was in some respects disappointing.and "the business of souls (and the

in the interest of an international mother
church and an unrealistic programme of
perceived moral bettermerp. 114, 116)

Certainly, it's a puzzle—how the Bishops

"The Irish have four prophets, Moling properties_ attache(_j to it) was put on a
Berchan, Patrick and Columcille, whose better butsn’yess f(_)otmg‘j_ 122), and many
books, written in Irish, still circulate Were satisfied with that. Overall, though,

among the people. They speak of thisthe effects of reform-plus-invasion were

conquest... But they hold out no hope of negative:

a complete English victory, with the "The English invasion brought the evil
whole island subdued from shoretoshore  of racism to Ireland and the Irish church,
and fortified with castles, much before  anq divided the population into those

judgment day" (Bk. 2 sec. 34). who had the benefit of English law (the

colonists and those who could pretend to
be such) and those who did not (the Irish,
unless granted English law by royal

charter). The impact on the Irish church
was disastrous.

"One suspects that the lower clergy, in
Gaelic Ireland and far outside it, lived
their lives and went about their business
much as they did before the reform, but
with the necessary nod to the new order.
And the laity kept their saints, sites, cults
and devotional practices as they had been
long before Hildebrand" (p. 122).

read that situation, and what in fact they
said. (Someone should write a novel on
the Council of Cashel.) It's hard to make a
case for the poor devils, since no Irish

source gives them a word to say for ) . )
themselves. But let me try to be their 10 give King Henry enough to satisfy

advocate. There is one account from thoseiM SO that he could take himself back to
times which presents an Irish Bishop asEngland; to get the Normans listening to
having some power ofindependentthought!Tsh prophecies, and buying Irish praise-

and judgment. It's areport of a conversationP©€Mms and so on; and as soon as possible
from the early or mid-1180s. to plant the thought in their heads that to

Gerald of Wales, in the presence of conquer the whole island would take them
some Irish clerics, was orating on his {ill the Day of Judgment, they would have

favourite theme of how the Irish were (O live with complication—were there
inferior Christians, and he said it was Gaelic churchmen who saw this as their

proved by the fact that there were no Irish Pest course? (And yet it's hard to respect
martyrs. The Archbishop of Cashel madethem for allowing the Papal Legate, on
a deft response to this, which Gerald behalf of them all, to traduce the Gaels in THe GaeLs AND THE CULT oF PROGRESS

couldn’t resist quoting. an official document, which presumably Al in all, this is an energetic and long
"|tis true’, he said, ‘that although our Was sent to the Pope.) overdue defence of the good name of
people are very barbarous, uncivilised Gaelic Christianity. Or arenewed defence,
and savage, neverthelessthey have always THE REsULTS oF REFORM/INVASION to be exact. What O Corrain has to say is
paid great honour and reverence 10 apyhow, for a variety of reasons but largely a restatement and expansion of
fﬁéﬁhanﬁsg}ﬂzg?ntsmggﬁ tr;e(;/fe(r;gg.t gﬂ:mainly because of the great conservativearguments _ma(_je by Geoffrey Keating at
now a people has come to the kingdom and assimilative power of Irish culture, the end of his history of Ireland. The UCQ
Professor neglects to acknowledge this,

which knows how, and is accustomed, to the very worst didn't happefihe indig-
make martyrs. From now on Ireland will enous monastic forms came under greatout he does at least have the good grace to
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throw in a reference to Keating'great
history of IrelandForas Feasaar Eirinn"
(p. '72).

O Corréainrevelsindescribing the concrete
material interests and power ambitions pfgrenfell Tower

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Popes, Bishops and reforming monks. But In his treatise, The Wealth of Nations, published in 1776, Adam Smith, the political

what about all those historians who accepte
their charges against Gaelic Christians andCivil government, so far as it is instituted for the security of property, is in rea
repeated them, and elaborated on them, dgwimstituted for the defence of the rich against the poor, or of those who have some prqg
through the ages to the present? The UCGgainst those who have none at all".
Professor thinks they were either pious pr Tragically, the same observation could be made of the government of tq
naive, most probably the latter! (p. 2). Hecharacterised, as it is, by a similar imbalance of power and a failure of public dy
too must be a naive historian if he thinksdefend the poor from rapacious landlords and their desire for the lightest pos
that's sufficient. The historians don't live regulation of their activities.
apart from material interest and ambitian
and structures of power.

It was not for nothing that Geoffre
Keating called Gerald of Waléthe bull
of the herd" of all those who had vilified
the Irish. His descriptions gave a long
perspective and depth to the idea of the ) )
Irish as barbarous, or unmodern, or in- 1 N€ Labour Party — power and principle
adequately progressive. | can'thelpfeeling  Senator Aodhan O Riordain (June 16th) claims that | took issue in my letter of
that Gerald's writings may have been 15th with his "assertion that extremism on the left does poor service to principles”,
tampered with in Elizabethan times, infactnoted his assertion that the Irish Labour Party "gave up a long time ago on ak

liberalism.
Michael Robinson
Belfast Telegraph29.6.17

@&conomist, offered a critique of the-then laissez-faire, free-market liberal state, noting:

lity
perty,
day,

ty to
sible

The failures that gave rise to the horrific death toll at Grenfell Tower can be understood
as representing the collapse of modern conservatism into this debased form of neo-

June
| had
solute

though everyone seems to gccept them agxtremist adherence to principles”, not at all the same thing. Let me remind Senator O
fully authentic. The following passage Riordain that his former colleague Pat Rabbitte "warned that the British Labour Party

from the Topographyhas a suspicious will be making a ‘big mistake’ if it elects Jeremy Corbyn as leader" because his "V

iews

ring. It sounds a lot more like, say, John would not have a very wide audience in Britain outside of a section of Labour Party

Davies than somebody writing four members".
centuries before his time. O'Meara, the  More recently, party leader Brendan Howlin dismissed Mr Corbyn for having a
translator, says it's from a 12th centuty of principles, and an unaltered set of views going back over three decades" that g

"set
ut hirr

manuscript—is he entirely sure? in the same box as "the Irish far-left parties” who "operate as commentators on working

"(The Irish) have not progressed at gll people’s problems, not delivering compromises and solutions".
from the primitive habits of pastora Mr Corbyn came close to toppling Theresa May’s government precisely becay
living. enunciated principles of social and political justice long-discarded by Blairites and

se he
their

While man usually progresses from |rish |_abour Party acolytes, and now once again striking a chord with British voters. To

the woods to the fields, and from th
fields to the settlements and communities ~ .~ . - . -
of citizens, this people despises work gn principles is the height of cynicism.

the land, has little use for the money- Raymond Deane
making of towns, contemns the rights Irish Times, 17.6.17
and privileges of citizenship, and desires
neither to abandon, nor lose respect for,
the life which it has been accustomed fo . .
lead in the woods and countryside... | 1 Tump and the Russian connection

"Even gold, of which they are very  The former leading Irish diplomat, Padraig Murphy, in a letter in your newsp

desirous—just like the Spaniards—and 4qay (13 July), makes the point: "Is it at all unusual for one country to try to influ
which they would like to have in Y ( Y) pont: yioty

abundance, is brought here by traders
that seek the ocean for gain...

-

the Irish government itself do so during last year's British referendum when it not

E cite his "ambition to govern" as in some way a vindication of Irish Labour’s lack of

aper
ence

the outcome of an election in another? The US engages in this routinely." Indeed did not

alone

"They think that the greatest pleasure Stated that a vote to "Remain” was vital to the Irish national interest, but actively

is not to work, and the greatest wealth |is "interfered" in the campaign to try help achieve it?
to enjoy liberty. During the US Presidential campai@he Irish Timesas many European liber
"This people is, then, a barbarous newspapers, clearly expressed a preference for a victory by Hilary Clinton. Th

Irish

people, literally barbarous. Judged Tagiseach, the German Chancellor and other European leaders also made clear the

according to modern ideas, they a
uncultivated... Their natural qualities ar

excellent. Butalmost everything acquirgd ' ) ) | ’
is deplorable”Kistory and Topography| the election designed to "influence its outcome™?

[¢)

€ belief that a Trump victory was undesirable. Does this, not to mention the dctive
nvolvement of many European groups in the campaign, not constitute "interference" in

sec. 93). That the Russian government should prefer a victory by the candidate progosing

Descriptions like that, whether or nat very least, hardly surprising.

cooperation with it over the one proposing hostility and confrontation, is surely, at the

they are doctored, were substantially Currenteventsinthe US are all too reminiscent of the distasteful activities of the 1950s

accepted and re-elaborated by historigns'House Un-American Activities Committee".
in the 16th and 17th and 18th and 19th Philip O'Connor

Irish Times 13.7.16

continued on page 28, column 2




There is some fluffy talk going around established authority, English society was
in London that Brexit will not happen— turned upside down. Groups emerged such
that it must not happen (cf. Tony Blair's asThe Levellerfwho wanted to level out
mad interventions) but Parliament can social distinctions)l'he Society of Friends
hardly go into reverse on this issue lest the(Quakers, who wanted nothing to do with
North of England might break out in Civil politics),the Diggerqwho were an early
War. England knows about Civil War— form of communism and believed property
the English have been fighting among should be held in common).
themselves over power and money ever When the Levellers in his army mutin-
Incredibly the British are going ahead since the earliest histo_ry and some of itied, Cromwell put them d_own. C_:romwell
to cut themselves off from continental was very very destructive—the war b_et— vz_ilued his own place in society. The_
Europe and the resulting disarray is not aween King St(_aphen and Queen Matilda Diggers were attacked and pL!t o_ut of their
pretty sight. The UK Cabinet is leaking 1135-1154 ruined England for twenty commune on St. George's Hill in Surrey
ke a sievé The London bankers are_years, and t_here was the Pee_lsants‘_ Revo#nd in 1649 a select group of Pgrhar_nent
gliding as L'mobtrusively as possible in 1381 against a Poll Tax during which as put Cha_rles 1st to death. They did this by
towards the exit and setting up ,head_many as 100,000 people converged onprev_entlng over one hun_dred membt_ars of
quarters' in Frankfurt, Paris and Dublin London <_':1nd destroyed tax records. Parliament from attending proceedings.
The UK public service, seems not to knoW For thirty years 1455-1435 ther(_e were They were supported by Cromwell and
what is going on and it took one citizen the Wars of the Roses during which the 'The_ New Model Army' and the_'Rump
Gina Miller to go to Court over the issue country was devastated. Parliament' purported to abolish the
of Brexit and she went right up to the A_gam in 1536, the people rose up monarchy and the House of Lords ar_1d
Royal Court of Appeal which finally ruled agay*_nstHen_ryVlll, led by poyver_ful noble declared England to be a Free State WhICh
that the UK Parliament is the decision- families. This was calle@he Pilgrimage they called the Commonwealth—which

of Grace'and was a protest by Catholics was in effect, a Republic.

maker on Brexit. (i.e. UK is a Parliament- : . : .
ary Dictatorship and the people, as such againstthe d|s§olut|on ofthe mongsterles. In 1653, Cromwell abolished Parli-
. The monasteries were at that time the : .
have no power in the matter other than . ._rament and made himself a dictator. He
. . nearest thing England had to Social . .
being merely advisory). . bestowed the titléLord Protector' on
. . L Services. The people lost, as usual. On%.
The Parliamentis behaving like a flock X imself. He controlled the Army. He
. g result was the passing of the Poor Law by : !
of sheep with a wolf in it. The sheep are Parliament in 1598 abolished Christmas and closed theatres
scattering, but they can't get out of the ' and sporting events. After he died in 1658,
sETeetpfoldTuhnIess the:]e is anothet: Getperal Then in 1629, King Charles gave Causegg;zvrv;s agiréoiggzzae%s Llj_rglrljggtsan:]ecljn
ection. There aré NUge reverberationSe, . <o iqus unrest when he took to himself

beneaththepo"t'calandeconomlcSurfacethe‘DivineRightofKingsindhedissolved brought back a Parliament and the
Monarchy—Charles 11.

as the variogs vest_ed interests struggle he Parliament—and it stayed dissolved
fight for their own interests. The Welsh until he was forced to convene a Parliament

Does
It

Stack
Up

BrexiT

anq Scots Farmers are wel! aware thatin 1640 to raise money to fight the rebel- Then in 168&'? Charles_ died and was
their lamb exports to the EU will be almost lious Scots succeeded by his Catholic brother James
wiped out. ' 11 who was in turn ejected in 1688 by the

London merchants who brought in his
daughter and her husband William of
Orange—both Protestants. Itwas in effect
an invasion as William brought with him
an army of 15,000 Dutch soldiers to secure

Irish sh ¢ | dat Charles did not get the money he
NS Sheep farmers are very pleased ag o nieq  He raised an army to fight the
this development—one of the few lIrish

sectors which may profit from Brexit Scots. The Scotswon. Thistime parliament
Another Irish sector which may profit refused to lie down and the big-wigs got

might be the Banking sector but this is together in t.heLong Parham.entWhlch his position. The English celebrate this as
. fought the King for the next fifteen years. . . X
problematical due to the shortage of . : . O the Glorious Revolutionand their
: ! . .~ Both sides raised armies and it is said thaih. . .
suitably luxurious housing around Dublin. in the years 1642-1646 durifithe First istorians say it was bloodless. The blood
Bankers do not normally reside in semi- . . Y , . was generously spilled in Scotland and in
. CivilWar'(so called) proportionately more .
detached houses nor in terraced house coble were killed than in anv other war Ireland as a result. But in England the
unless such houses are overlooking th mvoﬁving Britain with the ypossible killing had almost stopped. Instead of
sea in Killiney or Dalkey and of these, exception of the First World War. And killings, bribery was resorted to in passing
there are a very limited supply. Perhapsdurin it in 1644. the New ModeI.Arm ' The Act of Union with Scotlarid 1707
the London Banks may relocate some Ofwas fgrﬁed b Pélrliament Oliver Crorﬁ— and The Act of Union with Irelandn
their non-banking businesses, such as y ) 1801. There were the bloody Battles of
Prestonpans and Falkirk in 1745 and

wealth and asset management to DuinnWeII was second in command,
After defeat at the Battle of Naseby, Cullodenin1746.In1791, Thomas Paine's
"The Rights of Mawas published and in

eSS 1S King Chres fed 0 e Scos but ey
. sold him to the English Parliament. He R

will be near the ECB (European Central 1792 Mary Wollstonecraft'¥indications
Bank). Ever since the Libor rate-fixing was held by the New Model Army but he f the Rights of Women'
scand;all broke, the bankers are wary Ofescapgd and persua_dgd the Scots .to march
email and phone-recording and much ofSOUth in England to join the Royalists. In 1819, social and economic grievances
the more dubious banking businessisnow The'Second Civil Warivas now on.  were being aired at a meeting attended by
done face to face in noisy cafés. SoCromwell and the Parliamentary Army over 50,000 people at St. Peter's Fields in
Frankfurt seems to be the best option afterdefeated Charles 1 at Preston. As a resulManchester when the ruling elite sent in
Brexit. of all this destruction and the attacks onthe cavalry and many were ruthlessly cut
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down. The cavalry wounded hundred
and killed eleven people. The cavalr
were mounted volunteer yeomanry—
tenant farmers—who provided their ow
horses. It was a class clash. It was thoug
that a revolution might follow but the)
British Army "remained loyal"and was
well-garrisoned throughout the country

S

{Gaelic Celtic
| Christianity

continued

centuries. Their writings helped to justify

a destruction of Irish society and cultur
Thenin 1834 The Tolpuddle Martyrs'

who dared to form an illegal Trade Unio
were sentenced to transportation f{
Australia. The Establishment was ver
shaken by the possibility of the poor peop
uniting together.

N ever dreamed of. Maybe some of th
Ohistorians were naive. Did none of then
Y haveinterest®
e
Inthe September issuelagh Political
Reviewl will review the latest book by
Vincent Morley, The Popular Mind in
shEighteenth Century IrelandMorley
0 argues that the poetry composed in Irish
regiments were maintained in England the 18th and 19th centuries is notirreleva
specifically to counter any social unrest @t to Irish history, in fact Irish history cannot
home. The Generals wanted to authorisepe understood without it. Academic trend

And so to The First World War when
despite a desperate demand by Briti
Generals for more troops in France, tw

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback-

Irish Times Silences Query
On Where It Stands On
The Right To Trial By Jury

| can justifiably be accused of having
predilection for being long-winded i
© commentary. That is why, on June 30,

far more extreme than anything the Normanssybmitting a letter for publication to tH

€ Irish Timesconcerning an editorial in tha
N day's edition, | restricted myself to th
following two sentences:

\

"Sir, The Special Criminal Court migh
be described as ‘an Irish solution to
Irish problem'—a juryless criminal cou
which tries terrorism and serious orgg
ised crime cases. | trust that the tone
your editorial, entitled 'Jobstown acqu
tals: Jury trials under strain', was n
suggesting that the Jobstown defends
should more appropriately have be

(%)

the use of live ammunition against a
civilians daring to go on strike in 1921 b
wiser counsels prevailed.

The British Establishment must b
today very well aware of the possibility o
a Civil War arising in the Midland cities if

Parliamentdared to vote against the Brexitthe time of Gerald of Wales, Morley

supporters of David Cameron's ill-advis
referendum. Any future Civil War will
not be a bloody affair. There will be n

need for person to person violence.

Widespread civil unrest will be in th
form of computer hacking. The uncontro

hauled before the Special Crimin
Court."

o

that say or imply otherwise are treate
with justified contemptirish Historical
Studies the "new British history; and

Jurgen Habermas'public spacetheory, | by our home-basetaper of record” In
toname three. And yet, although he strainsp »+ rival "oaper of record" the Ireland

against prejudices that have grown andggition of theSunday TimegUK), its
mutated in English and Irish schools from o itorial on July 2—entitledJobstown

! - ’ 1 WV Seven’s outspoken mob mocks our jus

himself is confined by academic blinkers system*—found the Jobstown defendar

—as regards the academies he is muCh,; jess distasteful than had thigh Times

more naive, | fear, than O Corrain. BUt 1)t it was relatively straightforward, b

more about this next month. comparison, in ultimately coming dow
John Minahane

in favour of maintaining the right to b

This shortletter was denied publicati

led connectivity of computer systems i

very subjectto hacking as was experiencgd

by British Airways last year when thou

sands of flights were grounded. Believe|it

or not, the very latest British Warship du
to be launched, costing £6 billion, i
designed to operate on Windows XP:
17 year old computer system that is one
the most hackable in the world. And th

potential weapon now available to mogt

civilians is not pikes, axes, hatchets
guns, but the ordinary online computer

Regrettably and unfortunately fo
Britain it looks as if Brexit is bound to
happen and Little England may become
reality.

Michael Stack ©
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tried by a jury of one's peers:
"In some jurisdictions, a jury woul
not have been entrusted with such
sensitive case, which had deep roots

Harpers Proclaimed!
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one community and in one politicz

Irish Minstrels and Musiciandy movement. One can imagine the upr

Captain Francis O'Neill (published in 191 juryless Special Criminal Court, whic

President of Muntser [sic], in which thg ~ Why juries should not be pressured.”

marshal of the province was charged t o .
exterminate by martial law all manner of It was the determination of the 'liber
bards, harpers, etc., was followed b Irish Timeseditorial to be opaque on th

Queen Elizabeth’s orders to Lord Barry key civil liberties issue that had prompt

amore, "to hang the harpers, wherev ¢ My two-sentence query, and the refusa

found, and destroy their instrumenss¢ | the Editor to publish that most brief
their race became extinct so went thejr!€tters is instructive.

Al
ar

if the Jobstown case had been sent to|the

a . . . .
2nd republished several times, including  would have been a mistake. Every citizen
2015) writes of neither musicians northejr  has the right to trial by a jury of thejr
instruments being sparéé.proclamation peers, and the system has served this
issued on January 28, 1603, by the Lofd  jurisdiction well. All the more reaso

pd
by
Df

distinctive musical feats which coul Manus O'Riordan

summon deep murmur causing sleep

merriment causing laughter and plaintive- SEAN O'HEGARTY . O/C First Cork

ness that WOUId b_ring tearsarps were rigade, Irish Republican Army by Kevi
made of a single piece of wood. The soun irvin

n

Index. 248 pp. ©20.

box hollowed out of elm so that the harp  p 5 o'Hegarty was a brother of Sean O'Hegarty.
could support the tension of gold, silver |n London, P.S. O'Hegarty swore Michael Collins
and copper strings to deliver bell-like into the I.R.B. He later supported the Treaty and

found himself growing closer to Griffith because
the latter's non-violent outlook.

tones.
Contributed by Jack Lane

of



Fenianismis remarkablein Irish histofy better state for organisation, and guarn-

Fenians continued as being the first movement which was teed to organise 10,000 men in thjee

pulled the trigger Dillon struck up the rifle  inception, and which never pretended t
and let the officer and his escort paps.it had any other object. The United Irig
Michael Davitt has given it as his opinign Society was at first a purely constitution
that had Stephens been ten years oldé¢r ibody, its objects being Parliamental
'46 the grain and the cattle of Ireland Reform and Catholic Emancipation; t
would never have leftits shores during fne Repeal Movement was loyal in nam
famine years. But Stephens was only aand, in fact, all the days of its life; and t
boy, and though he did not believe in roge-Young Ireland Party, though its tone wa
water revolutionaries he neverthelgssas Chancellor Plunket put it, the tone
obeyed orders, and after many adventufeswWolfe Tone, was not avowedly separat
which are recounted by Michael Doher}y, until the year '48, when Mitchel and th

his companion on the road, he reachedrrench Revolution pulled it out of '82isnp. himself and O'Mahony, and incidental

France.
But Stephens' object from the beginni

atunlimited control. He sent Joseph Deniq
h back with this answer, and in due co
al Denieffe came over again with Dohen
y and O'Mahony's acceptance of the o
e and with £80 to go on with. From the ve
e, beginning it will be seen that the functi
e of the American men was to supply fu
s,for the home organising, and it w
of Stephens' determinationto keepthe A
stcan organisation to this its primary a
e chiefpurposethatledtothe breachbe

contributed powerfully to the failure q
g the organisation in its primary object.

Michael Doheny's narrative, whichwas was an Irish Republic and his mea
written in 1849, gives curious glimpsesof revolution. He had no delusions as to
young Stephens, as he called him: value of constitutional agitation; he neith

"His imperturbable equanimity an expected nor looked for justice or redr
ever-daring hope had sustained me]| inor consideration from England; he look
moments of perplexity and alarm when to Ireland herself to recover her ow

no other source could have availgd. |iberties by the strong arm. . . .

During the whole time which we spent,

asitwere, inthe shadow of the gibbet, his

courage never faltered and his temper
was never once ruffled.”

The origin, and indeed, the who
history, of the home organisation is bou
up with the history of the Irish Revolutior]
hd-ary Organisations in America, which i

fast hope were characteristic of Stephgnghe end were the wz?aker links of the cha
all his life through. Whoever doubtdd 'mmediately after ‘48 the Irish in Ne
Ireland's fitness to free herself, that did mot Yo'k organised themselves into milita

he. But his experiences of the '48 men associations with the object of an ea
whom he afterwards referred to hs descent on Ireland, and one of the chie

"rhetorical revolutionaries! gave him g these was thtEmmet Monument Assof

complete mistrust of the dependence tq bdation”, inwhich Michael Doheny was th
placed on the Nationalists of the middle !€ading spirit. I need not dwell on th
and upper classes, and all his plans forsignificance of the title. This first of th

Ireland's freedom were based on his fgithAMerican organisations seems to hg
in the unshaken Nationalism of the €voked more enthusiasm and patriotis

common people. than any of the subsequent ones, perh

That equanimity and courage and ste

d from the famine horrors, and because

When all else despaired of Ireland, " >
Stephens did not, and when her fortupesiime had not yet come when Irisf
and her power seemed at their lowest dbbAMerican organisation would be used f
then he commenced organising the pedple*Mmerican political purposes.

for another struggle. And his faith was A scheme for the financing of th
justified, for out of his labours and those movement by some wealthy Irish-America
of his co-workers sprang the Fenifin was propounded, and early in 1855 th
Movement. To many Irishmen, Fenianigm sent an emissary to Ireland, in the pers
was another debacle, a rank failure| aof Joseph Denieffe, to spy out the la
movement of public-houses and informey's; there. There was then no organisation
but it gave the British Government the Ireland. After some months of organisir
greatest fright it got since '98, and evienhere, and conferences with Stephe
today it has not emancipated itself frgm Denieffe sent on his report to Americ
the shadow of it. England feargd but the men there did not move till 185
Fenianism, and some sections of the Brifishwhen Michael Doheny and John (
people fear its ashes to-day, not becaus#iahony sent over Owen Considine with
of what it did, though that, too, wgs message to Stephens asking whethe
momentous, but because of whatit megnsconsidered the country fit for organisatio
of the things it almost did, of the narrow and, if so, whether he would undertake
shave by which the destruction of the organise. Stephens'answerwas charag

hs
e Onthe 17th March, 1858, the organi
r tion was established, Luby framing
ssoath and administering it to Stephe

n Langan, Garret O'Shaughnessy, and [
ieffe. The organisation, although it ca
to be variously designated "Fenianis

e "Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood", "Iris|

nd Republican Brotherhood", was not gi

- any name officially, the oath being merq

h an oath of allegiance to the Irish Repub

in.but as it will probably live in history g

v Fenianism, it is more convenient to re

y toitas such from the beginning. And n

ly commenced the best and most frui

ofyears of Stephens' work. With the fu
received from Denieffe he and Luby sta

b South and sowed the seed in Kilken

e Tipperary, Clare and Cork. The orga

b ation took root everywhere and md

veparticularly in Cork city and county, 4

mthat in four or five months there was a t

apeetwork of men over almost the whole

because its members were nearly all frgshiMunster.—rish Freedom

he (From:Ireland: From The Great Famin

to The Treaty (1851-1921A docu-
mentary record compiled and edited
James Carty, Published by C. J. Fal
Limited Dublin-1951)

pr

'S "Irish Freedom"was the monthly organ ¢
EYthe Irish Republican Brotherhood from 19
Ono 1914. The leading article in No. 1 announ
hd a policy of "complete and total separatid

included men, little known at the time, wi
g . .

afterwards took a prominent part in the act
1Sstage of the Irish Revolution—Thomas
A, Clarke, Sean MacDermot, Bulmer Hobs

h' Blythe, Dr. Patrick McCartan. P. S. O'Hega
awhose knowledge of the inner history of {

hSrobably unrivalled, then a member of f{
N, Supreme Council ofthe IRB, contributed m4
toof the articles, including the above, under
tefen-nameLucan”.

British Governmentin Ireland was avertgd. istic. The country, said he, was never irr a

29

d who in turn administered it to Luby, Pe§

7, Terence MacSwiney, P.H. Pearse, Errg

Irish Revolutionary movement before 1916

openly and avowedly separatist from {ts months if he were given £100 a month gnd

infrom England".The contributors and editofe
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P. S. O'Hegarty writes on The Fenians

Scattered over Ireland today there
several hundreds of men, old and for t
most part grey, but still vigorous, wh
look out with an air of tolerant criticism o

(1912)

rebe changed there seems to be no m
ehope for the Irish Cause than there is f
the corpse on the dissecting tablafid in

his book on the Tenant League he tells

the generation around them, and who, prthat it was the'paralysis of national

those rare occasions when they can be gobpinion”, which induced this step of hid.

to talk about Irish politics, have a suprenpe This is a fairly representative example

contempt for the modern methods of doi
business. Survivors of an older generatic
they seem to be of a type apart from t
generations that followed them; in the
countenances is something of a nob
intelligence, of amanlier life, than obtain
nowadays; calm and silent they are

ordinary subjects, butthere is a slumberi
volcano behind it all. You will find them,
a great of many of them, in the cities, b
you will find them also in the country
places, in villages that look as if a brea
of passion had never stirred there, inlong
farmhouses where the world and the thin
ofthe world seem a dream, throughoutt
four great fifths of Erin, and in Ulster, tog
you will find them; an older generation, &
older dream, still keeping itselfin evideng
in Ireland, living and hoping and
uncompromising.

gthe utter hopelessness which invad
n,nearly all the thinking people on th
nenational side after '48. Of the brilliar]
r band which had formed Young Irelan
erall except Duffy were dead or in prison,

s in America, and the famine horrors af
bnthe comparative failure of the '48 Risir
hghad driven the survivors amongstthe mir
men either into Unionism, like M.J. Barry
Lit to indifferentism, like John O'Hagan, or {
despair, like Duffy.
th
ly

It was indeed a period to try the hea
gsof the stoutest. It seemed as if the fami
heclearances and the constant emigrat

, drain had broken Ireland's back:
h "Nation" so far as the creation of an ind
e pendent public opinion went, found itse
helpless almost against the otherwi
corrupt press; and Gavan Duffy's Ig

For all the calmness of the face, th
weakness perhaps of the limbs, the gre
grizzled locks, there is one subject upq
whichthese men are always young, you

today as they were forty years ago, afjd
this is Irish Independence and how to gt

it. And they will tell you, fiercely and
passionately, that there is but one way a

that way the old way. "What s the good ¢

your Sinn Fein movement, or of any d
your movements", said one of them to
not so long ago, "unless you arm t
people. Talk will never free the countr
and all your plans are useless unless
can back them up with guns."

When Gavan Duffy in 1855 resigne

his seat in Parliament and left the countyy

he wrote to his constituent&ill all this

resort, theindependent Party in Parliamg

bravhich was afterwards adopted by Parne
br had proved itself unable, as it is unal
today, to withstand corruption, while a
usalliance between the British Governme
and the Bishops broke it up utterly. An
more than all, Duffy had found himse
Df unable to rally under his Tenant Leag
edBanner the same class of men, lawys
e and barristers and professional men of
t betterfamilies, asthose who had answe
], the call of Davis. It was a time whe
br Duffy's public integrity, his genius fo
d paper management, his tolerant and br
g outlook upon national questions, were
orsufficient to make an impression on t
, country. There were wanted other qualitig
0 qualities which Duffy did not possess al
the importance of which he altogeth
undervalued, the fire and passion
ts Mitchel, and the absence of all delusio
heregarding England, the logical reasoni
orof Lalor, the eloquence of Meagher a

the Doheny and O'Gorman.

am

If It was in circumstances such as thegp
sehave described, with the whole count
st seemingly lifeless on the National que
nttion, that the unerring Irish instinct beg

again to assert itself through the stg
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John O'Leary, and Thomas Clarke Lubg.
As very young men they had all been g
in'48 : O'Mahony in Tipperary, where

was a large farmer, at the head of his o

O'Leary and Luby, with Joe Brennan a
Fintan Lalor, atthe last fight at Cappoqu
Barracks; and Stephens himself, t
indomitable and persevering Stephe
with Dillon, at Callan. There, when h
was quite a young man, Stephens alm
forced the fighting at the critical momen
Standing behind the barricade at Call
with John Blake Dillon, he covered wit
his rifle an officer approaching, who rodg
at the barricade, but when he would ha

https://www.atholbooks-sales.org
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