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Brexit And The War Of The Worlds!

UK Launch of
"The Atlas Of The
part Irish Revolution"

sThe Department of Foreign Affairs
0organised a lavish UK launch of thEhe
Atlas of the Irish Revolutirat the Irish
- B bassy in London on 9th November
17. The canapés were nice and the
wine and Guinness flowed freely. A panel
discussion was advertised with the Editors
feAtlas (Dr John Crowley, Mr. Mike
9Wdrphy, Dr. Donal O Drisceoil and Dr.
YSi6Hh Borgonovo) that would be moderated
b“ﬁ'y Mr. Fergal Keane. But none of this
WaEBHened. Mr. Keane did not show, with
no explanation given, and there was no
"HiSEussion as promised to the disappoint-
YOREnt of many.

THEN . . .
The 26 County Government says it will not tolerate the restoration of a Border b
the part of the island which it governs and the Six Counties in the North which a
of the British state. It means that it will not tolerate of a Customs barrier.
In a bygone era it denied the legitimacy of the Irish region of the British stat
Constitution assertetk juresovereignty over the whole island. Itrepealed that ass
of sovereignty in 1998, after the IRA ended the War that it declared on Brita
condition that the system of British government in the Six Counties was
substantially in the interests of the large nationalist minority in the North.

ti

The Dublin Governments had notin any sense been a party to the War betweenjth
and Britain. This war was notin any sense a resumption of the Anglo/Irish War o
21. Itwas a war declared by a new IRA, born out of the undemocratic, sectarian
of British government in the Six County region of the British state. Every D
Government during those 28 years condemned the War that the IRA declared an
on its own authority.

The legitimacy of that authority as stated can be disputed, but the reality of sup
the War by the undemocratically-governed nationalist populace is a fact b
reasonable dispute. And the terms on which the War was settled were a sulistantigf;q, registering, | got permission to
alteration in the British system of undemocratic government in the Six County r gi?'i’(/e out copies of the review below, toge-

Dublin Governments throughout the War were disapproving onlookers, exc@pt

_ 9 REr with a copy of Dr. Philip McConway’s
Charles Haughey and Albert Reynolds, who acted as intermediaries towards asetlerneMa\y in the Midland Tribune |

distributed about 30 copies of each to the

%e%ple waiting to be admitted to the launch
al'had’. ;

@ﬁfetmg room upstairs, not yet open,
Including copies to Donal O Drisceoil.
"About 10 minutes later | was ordered to
thefop giving them out which 1 did. Then a
m¥efy angry John Borgonovo came down

The Northern War of 1970-1998 owed nothing to Dublin Governments. They
partinit. The terms on which it was ended demonstrated that it was—as this jour
maintained throughout—a British affair caused by the undemocratic mode of gove
that Britain chose to impose on the Six Counties as a means of enacting Partiti@n

Dublin Governments, while condemning the IRA for waging war on Britain o
issue of Northern Ireland, kept the clause in the Constitution which denied the legi

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 5

A review of Tony Connelly’s* Brexit and Ireland’ that it blanks out numerous European
policy initiatives from Fianna Fail Govern-
ments over the first 30 years of member-

m.exit: the VieW from RTE ship, thereby making incomprehensible

the Irish decision to join the European

"This will be the first time we have to  This is from a book about Brexit by an Monetary System in 1979 after the UK
stand up for ourselves diplomatically, RTE journalist. It is a quotation from an Nad left, as well Ireland’s adoption of the
since we became a Republic. We've beenyrish official who has worked for the EUro. But the quotation is nonetheless
g e B S o Conisn S 1955 Heeesn. I g 2 pochoogel

referring to Irish influence inside the CUEMCIENCY thaliS NOW being EXperience
have done a lot of heavy lifting for us for 9 by many lIrish politicians and officials
% g ; .. Commission as well as to the general
so long. | don't think we're psychologic- - whose careers began from the late 1990s
ally ready for it" Brexit and Irelandby influence exerted by Ireland in Europe. nwards. a deficiency that is shared by th
Tony Connelly, 2017, p. 343). The statement is factually incorrect in 9MWards, adeficiency thatis shared by the

continued on page 8



resented Haughey period, it was cannon-
fodder for Britain in its long, largely
CONTENTS successful, campaign to divert the EU
from its original purpose.

. . Avp Now!

In its negotiations on Brexit, Britain
has found itself in a novel position: inthe
past it has negotiated 'unequal treaties'
with other countries—treaties in which its
own force and might are brought to bear
on the other party to secure arrangements
to its own advantage and the disadvantage
of the junior party. On this occasion the
balance of power lies with the opposing
party, and Britain must rely on its wits and
statecraft to extract the best deal it can.

Ireland is, for the first time, on the
stronger side in the negotiations. However,
that advantage can be dissipated if it
handles Unionist susceptibilities in its
usual uncomprehending manner.

War Of The Worlds. Editorial
UK Launch Of A#las Of The Irish Revolution. Jack Lane
Brexit: The View From RTE. Dave Alvey (Review of Tony Connelly book)
Readers' Letters: Casement Diaries: Archival Realities? Paul Hyde
Atlas Of The Irish Revolution. Leaflet
Just How Anti-Hitler Was The War-Time Prime Minister Of
Northern Ireland? Manus O’Riordan
The O'Connor Column (Fine Gael’s impressive Brexit stand; Stephen Collins’ poppy-
cock; Is there even "One Just Man"?; Irish America; O’Toole’s latest revisionist thesis) 11
Revisionist Jamboree At Kilkenny Castle. Tim O'Sullivan (Part 4) 14
Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (History, Remembrance and Culture) 17
November Brexit Developments. Dave Alvey 18
Vincent Morley, Lords and Poets. John Minahane (Review, Part 4) 19
Between Two Civilisations. Desmond Fennell 21
Reflections On The Theatre. Wilson John Haire 22
Chaos In Kenya, Peaceful Transition In Zimbabwe. Tom Doherty 22
The Russian Revolution. Brendan Clifford 23
Review Of Sinn Fein's Brexit Policy. Irish Political Review Group 26
IPR Index for 2017. 29 After Brexitthere must be acomprehen-
Biteback: Varadkar And The Poppy. Tom Cooper sive political, legal and economic barrier
Israel's Claim To Be The Only Democracy In The Middle East. Steven Jaffe between Britain and Europe. The question
Israel Has Displayed A 50-Year Contempt For Democracy. is whether this division will occur between
David Morrison mainland Britain and the island of Ireland
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (English Ireland; The Poppy Business) or run across the UK Border with the
EU—the old Irish Border with Northern
Ireland.

Tory MEP Charles Tannock has called
for a referendum to be held in Northern
Ireland, to allow for continued membership

Pic Buvers Aeain! of the Customs Union and the Single

Pat Muldowney, Wilson John Haire, Sean McGouran Market after the UK leaves the European
(page 33) Union. Atfirstsight this seems an attract-

ive option: to seek democratic endorse-

ment for the Special Status for Northern
of British governmentin the Six Counties. Coalition spokesmen on the North, said |reland, which the EU negotiators —

And then they repealed that assertion ofthattheir merely factual acknowledgementincluding Ireland—are seeking to extract
de jurelrish sovereignty in the North after that there was British government in the from Westminster. The EU is demanding
the IRA agreed terms with Britain for Six Counties did not prejudice the right of this Special Status, as one of the 'Red
ending the War—just as if they had beenany future Government to act to enforce |_ines' upon which agreement must be

a party to the War. Irish sovereignty. agreed before negotiations proceed to the

Repeal of the sovereignty clause in o _ next stage, the trade relationship between
1971, whenwe demonstrated atthe Depart- The Constitutional assertion of sove- the UK and Europe.

ment of External Affairs building to reignty over the North was repealed, to no . . o
demand it, might have made a differenceuseful purpose in 1998. British govern- ~ GiventhatPrime Minister Theresa May
tothe course of eventsinthe North. Repeament was recognised as legitimate. SolS constrained by reliance on DUP votes to
in 1998 was at best an empty gesture. what Constitutional grounds would there Maintain her party in power, this is a way
be for action by a Dublin Government to that Special Status for Northern Ireland
There were grounds in the pre-1998 prevent Britain from establishing Customs could occur.  Unionists are opposed to
Constitution for action against a British posts along its Border?? Special Status as creating a barrier between
border within Ireland. Article Three  The Border did not cease to be athemselvesandthe UK, whileitis univers-
suspended action to give effect t to theCustoms barrier because of any Dublin@lly advocated on the Nationalist side.
sovereignty assertion of Article 2. pressure on London, or any Anglo-Irish But they could hardly withdraw from the
Enforcement of sovereignty was left to Agreement. It happened as a by-productConfidence and Supply’ agreement with
the discretion of Governments. of Ireland joining the EU following Britain  the Conservatives on the issue of giving
In 1974, when the Government was in a British Isles sort of way. The sense of the Northern Ireland democracy a say on
charged with breaking the Constitution by national purpose in the state was at a lon@ matter of such crucial importance—
signing the Sunningdale Agreement, its ebb when ithappened. The Establishmenfarticularly as Northern Ireland voted to
legal defence was that it did no more thanmiddle class of the nation had trivialised fémaininthe EU inthe UK referendum of
recognise the fact that there was a Britishitself. It was shamed by the War in the June 2016.
governmentin the Six Counties. Doctors North and it sought refuge from itself n ~ However, is such a referendum on
C.C. O'Brien and Garret FitzGerald, the Europe. And, apart from the fiercely Special Status desirable?

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney:

Armagh Abu!
(back page)




In a Special Issue in January 2017, th|

magazine took the view that, rather th
relying on constitutional novelties, peopl
in Northern Ireland should be allowed t
experience the reality of separation fror

the EU—the 'hard border' in Ireland—

before being asked to vote on Irish unity

However, thatis a cumbersome approa
in the sense that Ireland—as the E
country with aland frontier with the UK—

would be required to erect an expensiye

T.ETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

D

hCasement Diaries: Archival Realities?

In the interest that your readers are correctly informed, | would like to bring the
following to their attention.

In the May issue dfish Political ReviewArchival Realities) Mr. O'Sullivan refers
to Casement’s friend John Quinn of New York being shown a photographic facsimile of
handwriting by Naval Attache Captain Gaunt [The relevant part of Tim O'Sulliyan's

h

C

Border apparatus on the island,
infrastructure that would not be require
if a majority in Northern Ireland decide
to remain in Europe.

That said, however, Ireland will un

doubtedly have to regulate an EU externgl

Border with Britain, regardless of whethe

it falls across the island or in the middle gf

the Irish sea.

Some years ago Athol Books publish
The Economics Of Partitignwhich

showed that Northern Ireland formed paft

of the British capitalist market an
concluded that there was a correspondi
political expression of that interest.

Things have changed a lot since thep:

the heavy industry which characterise
the North, an industry for which the Britis
marketwas an essential, has been deci
ed. The Northern Ireland economy is no

tailored to the larger European market:

agriculture springs to mind here, but the
are also other areas. Undoubtedly a
new edition of that book would see a ve
different picture.

The essential point remains that th
people of Northern Ireland are entitled t
vote on whether to remain in the EU—an
thus leave the British polity. Such a vot
may overlap the national division in th
North but it also transcends it. Man
European nationals have made their ho
in Northern Ireland and there may b
sections of the Protestant nationality whi

see their interests better served in Europe

A Border Poll—as provided for unde
the Good Friday Agreement—should b
held not long after the UK has formall
left the EU.

While there may be diehard Unionis
satisfaction at new barriers being erect
against the Republic of Ireland, th
emotion is matched by Nationalistanger—
low-key at present, but bound to rise.

If an arrangement for this division to be

measured by objective voting is not mad
now, there is likely to be civil unrest in
connection with Brexit. Chris Hazzard
the Westminster Sinn Fein MP, ha
predicted that any attempt to impose

letter is reproduced below, ed.]. Unfortunately, Mr. O’Sullivan has compounded the
skilful confusion created by Sawyer, Reid and others. He states that Gaunt wrote to
London on 22nd AuguguotingQuinn’s authentication of the handwriting as Casement’s.
There is no evidence that Gaunt did this but, if indeed he did, he chose the wrong day;
Quinn saw the photos on 23rd August in the presence of Maurice Leon, counse] to the
French Embassy. Also present was Captain Gaunt who, according to O’Sullivan, had
already foreseen and scripted Quinn’s reaction the day before. It was therefore unngcessal
for Quinn to see the photographs a second time on the 23rd and Gaunt was Wwastin
everyone’s time. Others cite this alleged event of 22nd but they attribute the showing to
another Captain, one Walcott who is not mentioned by Quinn.

Several letters by Quinn dated 24th confirm the showing by Gaunt on the afte
of 23rd. Indeed Quinn had written on 21st to Godkin that he intended to goto s
photographsin a day or two There is no record by Quinn that he was convinceg
what he saw and his subsequent letters indicate considerable suspicion.

rnoon
ee the

by

"I don't want to be quoted to anybody as vouching for the authenticity of the dia |
am going to put a handwriting expert on the photographic copies."
"... lam going to ask the Captain [Gaunt] to permit a handwriting expert... to look

the photographic copies" (Quinn letter to Spring-Rice, 24th August)

9 Iy...

over

Mr. O’ Sullivan uses selective framing to misinform by omission. What Quinn wrote

on 9th September to Duffy was:

"...I'was finally shown what purported to be photographic copies of his diary an
handwriting looked like his... the Naval Attache told me that he had receiv

peremptory cable from Gray [sic] under no circumstances to show the diary" ((

Papers, New York Public Library, pages 573,4).

Certainly the handwritinfjooked like his'otherwise there was no point in showi
it. In light of Quinn’s continuing suspicion, the remarkable statement of ex$
verification quoted by O’Sullivan, which Gaunt allegedttributed toQuinn one day
before he saw the photographs, must be fictional unless precognitive telepath
awry.

One of the problems of investigating the Casement controversy is that of the reli
of sources of information. Both official and authorial sources are unreliable and log
s0. The perplexity arises not only from Mr. O’Sullivan’s acceptance of those unre
sources but also from his repeated use of the same discredited rhetorical devices
the unreliable authors.

Mr. O’ Sullivan ends his letter with a tritenough said'which is is intended to
endorse his conjectures, omissions, and misinformation. But his ‘enough saig
foreclosure device which betrays that his exposition will not bear scrutiny. This ¢
short circuits reasoned argument and reveals that his deliberations about auth

versus falsity of the diaries tend to favour the former while posing as the |
Complimenti.
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Paul R. Hyde

Extract from Tim O'Sullivan letter, May Irish Political Review:

"...a telegram to Washington naval attaché, Captain Gaunt, dated 29 June 1916
"Photographic facsimile & transcript of Casement’s diary of which you have, no d
already heard is being sent to America by today’s ma{Foreign Office Archive: TNA
FO 395/43)

stated
bubt,

€ After the execution, John Quinn, an Irish-American lawyer and friend of Casement,
viewed the photographic facsimile at the Embassy. On August 22nd Gaunt wrpte to
London describing his reaction. He quoted Quihdetlare this to be the handwriting of

5 the late Roger Casemén(Scotland Yard MEPO 2/10664). Quinn went on to write to

a Gavan Duffy (Casement’s trial solicitor) describing htthe handwriting looked like

Casement’s (National Library of Ireland MS 17603).

continued on page 4



. . repressive, even violent—not a pretty situation, Sinn Feinis the Irish party which

Ed|t0r|al sight. But how else is order to be functionsin bothjurisdictions: there is no
maintained? forgetting about the North now.
continued The trick is to maintain the repressive

'Hard Border' across the island of Ireland €/ement needed to curb anti-social elem- Up to now there has been an all-Ireland
will be met by civil disobedience. In €ntswhile making the agents of repressioneconomy within the context of an all-EU
response, Unionists point out that such a@Menable to political oversight by the economy. But there has been no all-
movement in 1969-70 led to armed €lected representatives. This is still alreland political presence—outside of Sinn
struggle. work in progress in Ireland. Two Garda Fein. _

While a full-scale war about the EU; Commissioners and two Ministers of  If Irish Governments continue to call
UK Border looks unlikely at this stage, Justice have beenforcedtoresignbecaustor an All-Ireland economy without a
there is no doubt that things could getthey have failed to conduct policing in a corresponding political dimension, they
messy if no avenue of political remedy is Satisfactory manner. Itremains to be seerplace themselves in the same position as
provided to those who are being subjectedhether the new incumbents will be able Westminster—which rules the North
to the constitutional injustice—as they 0 arrange matters in a better way. undemocratically, having no political
see it—of eight DUP MPs creating a Hard representation there.
Border in Ireland. As to the handling of this crisis, the = The basic rule of social life is that

* Irish polity did not damage Irish interests politics has primacy over economics.
in internecine warfare, as its opponentsApart from Sinn Fein, there is no Irish

falling towards the end of November. desired. politics in Northern Ireland.

.. The general view appears to be that *
There are those who see the hand of Britain . " :
i imi Anything that separates Northern
behind this crisis. Taoiseach VaradkarTao'SeaCh Varadkar has been diminished ything p

intemperately threatened an Irish veto onby his haqdling Of. the complaintg against Irgland from the . rest of th_e_ Unitgd
progress to Phase Two of the Separatior‘rhe way his Tanalstg, Frances F|tzg¢rald,Klngd0m, economically or polltlcall_y, 'S
Talks between Michel Barnier's team and condycted th_e ,‘JUSt'Fe Dep_artment In thesomﬁthlr.]g that we could not and will not
Britain when in fact it would be an EU Previous administration, while Fianna Fail bear". Nigel Dodds, leader of the Demo-
veto. and Sinn Fein have been strengthened. cratic Ulster Unionists at Westminster,
The occasion of the crisis was the way 'Lapour's Alan Kelly was the agent of sau_j that I_t!s puP pollgy. TheDUP s the
political control was exerted—or failed to brlnglr}g thg matter to pupllc attention by Major pollt!cal party in Fhe Nprthern
be exerted—over the way the Garda©Ptaining disclosures of internal Depart- Ireland region of the United Kingdom
authorities conducted themselves. ThemMentof Justice dpcumentswhlch|nd|cated0n|y because the British political parties
Justice Department has featured before iffcdU'€scence in a garda gtrategy tohavc_a refused FO conte§t elections in It-'
Irish constitutional crises—notably the d|scred|tGard§SergeantMaurlqe McCabe Since the Six (?ounues were made into
Arms Crisis of 1970. At that time the because of h's exposure of mismanageNorthern Irelancj in 1921_there have peen
Department and Gardai had been penetra[nent of police affaw; n the Cavan/ Welsh and Scottish MPs in plenty in United
ted by British security services and, while Monaghan_ "?“ea_b“t it is hard to seeKingdom Governments but never a
there were subsequent attempts to brindr,abourQerlvmg much electoral advantage Northern Ireland MP. Th(_are gsed to be
the security forces under political control, rom this. (It has not been generally M.PS from the Six Counties in United
perhaps they have not been entirely,nouce.d that'll\/lonaghan was also the aredingdom quernments before North(_arn
successful. in wh|ch. British agents subvert.ed some Irel_alnd was !nvented in1921. _The Brm_sh
Whether or not there was any external local police, as Col. Morgan pointed out political parties excluded the Six Counties

The Irish Government came close to

involve_zmentinfanni_ngthe security crisis, in his Dublin/Monaghan Bombings ggr?léifé?t%l%ﬁl%?ﬁi?ﬁﬁ?\ \:\:Zgr;](tjr?ey
there is no doubt it was welcomed by .
those who wanted to see the lIrish side The Government has lost a Minister of Northern Ireland was separated from
weakened in the Brexit negotiations. lan Jystlce who appeared weak and mendafhe political life of the United Kingdom
Paisley MP expressed delight that Irish clous. B““he. country has bre?thedas.lﬂhwhen it was born. It has always been
interests would not be mediated byafunc-Of relief that it has not bge_n aced.wn governed in essentials by the Whitehall
tional Governmentatthe crucial Decemberlame.dUCk cgrqtaker ad”."g“s”affs n theGovernment but it has never had a
EU Summit which will decide whether IlereXt'.t negot;a}tlonsh?r \?”.t hz C rlstmals representative in the Whitehall Govern-
Britain has successfully jumped the hurdle ection—a nump* Orirsh democracy™ 1 entofthe state as awhole. The Unionists
to the second stage of Brexit talks. agreed to operate a little subordinate
Sinn Fein has effected a leadershipgovernment outside British party politics
It has been pointed out that the gardaichange. Gerry Adams will stand down —the only kind of real politics that exists
are civil servants of the State, rather thanfrom the Presidency and from the Dail at in Britain. Whitehall gave them a block
of the Government, and that therefore the next election. granttodoit. What normal politics consists
they must enjoy a greater degree of The Irish chattering classes have longof for the most part is deciding how much
independence from political control. That sought such a transition in the belief thatmoney to raise by taxation and deciding
said, it must be ensured that they do servea Southern-led SF will place less emphasishow to spend it. That was never done in
the democracy. on the North. the Northern Ireland system. The taxing
But of course all that has changed with was always done by Westminster, as was
The problem of how the democracy Brexit. From the North being an embarrassmost of the spending. The little things that
exerts control over the ‘repressive Statement, best forgotten, it is now back in the the little Northern Ireland system did were
apparatus' is not confined to Ireland. Thepolitical arena. The constitutionalimpera- financed by the Block Grant from
nature of the security services is to betives have changed. And, in the new Whitehall.



Northern Ireland is an alien element in make war on it, and has flourished under
British political life. It was designed for the GFA. What the GFA required of the
the purpose of making mischief in Ireland Unionist community was adjustment to
as a whole. loss of the status that it had enjoyed under

the 1921 system. It had been foolish to

John Bruton—a former Taoiseach of agree to that system in the first place, but

than religious difference..., though

religion can play a part... The broader
concept | have in mind is not easy to
define. | am talking about the sense of
relationship and community that develops
among a particular population: a sense of

the 26 County Free State that was madet did undoubtedlenjoyit while it lasted.
into an independent state by De Valera—
appeared on Radio Ulster in mid-

He said that the purpose of the GFA was Six Counties to the normal political system
to provide a framework for a kind of ofthe state—thiswas call&idtegration™.
British/Irish "identity". We don't doubt

Paisley saw early on that the 1921
November. He warned that Brexit will system was at the end of its tether. In the
undermine the Good Friday Agreement. early 1970s he advocated a return of the

He soondropped Integration. Presumably

continuity over time: a sense that they
have a common history. Or, perhaps, it
would be more correct to say that they
have a shared narrative about the past,
passed on from generation to genera-
tion"... (p11,The Search For Peace In
Northern Ireland,Sunningdale, Royal
Irish Academy, 2017).

So there were two somethings which

that that is what Mr. Bruton somehow he was authoritatively informed by sourcesthe diplomat cannot quite find a name for.
managed to see in it. It is what his heartin the deep state that Whitehall had aTwo nations, perhaps!

desires for Ireland as a whole. And, as anpurpose for the Northern Ireland system

outside observer of Northern Ireland, he that it would not be diverted from just

Evasive circumlocution to ward off
recognition of obvious and stubborn reality

can see things in it which it is impossible because it happened to be causing Warjusilemainsthe mode of Dublin Establishment

to see from the inside. then.
We analysed the GFA when it was  Soon after that we were informed from

thought about the North.

published and what we found was the a Loyalist source that Paisley had tgld

opposite of a scheme to produce a confu-paramilitary leaders that a united Irelahd

sion of"identities". What we saw was a was inevitable in the long run. It cold e
framework to facilitate the separate deve- delayed but, when the point of no retyrn

lopment of the two peoples which have came, it must not be resisted as in 1912.
occupied Ulster ever since the Protestant A generation later he outmanoeuvrgd

Plantations/Immigrations of the 17th cen- the despisedfur coat brigade"of the
tury. The pretence that these two peoplesUnionist Party and put the GFA into eff
constituted a politicalcommunity; on  with a good grace, presumably with|a
which even a devolved government with view to exerting British influence on t
little authority could be based, was nationalist community in the process.
discarded. The reality of two peoples was

acknowledged, and the practice under Some of Trimble's Ulster Unionis
which one governed the other was setmovedtothe DUP forrejectionistreasons
aside.
in making the Agreement functional. The¢y

Lord Trimble, the Unionist leader of diluted its character. This, combined with

the time, under duress applied to him by
Tony Blair in his prime, did not openly
reject this demotion of the status of the
Unionist community, but, advised by the
Official IRA (Lord Bew and Eoghan
Harris), he dragged his heels over its

within the DUP, led to the ousting
Paisley. The present DUP is largely led
by refugees from the UUP. In a Trimblist
spirit it has brought an end to devolved
government by a combination of admip-

others were attracted by Paisley's sucdess

an element of obdurate fundamentaligm

Atlas Launch

continued

from the launch room and asked rigty
are you doing this?"l said | was giving
out reviews of the book—what was wrong
with that?

Philip McConway’s review was clearly
known to him and others, and they were
really annoyed at it being brought to their
attention. He held up Philip’s review and
asked why we were not doing something
ourselves. | reminded that he also had a
copy of our review in his hand, to which
he seemed oblivious in his rage. He
stormed off. This was arepetition of John'’s
reaction to reviews of an earlier book of
his in thelrish Political Reviewback in
2012 when | passed him in the street in
Cork. He then promised/threatened to send

implementation—fatally undermining
both the SDLP and his own party in the
process. It was eventually implemented
by the DUP, when it was Paisley's party.
And it has functioned as a framework for
the separate development of the two
peoples.

PS: As we go to print a book ab

tion, Noel Dorr:The Search For Peace |
In fact, of course, the development has Northern Ireland: SunningdaléHe does

been one-sided. The GFA has served thenot manage to say what Northern Irelgnd

nationalistcommunity well. Itwas stunted is. He does not deny that it is an

under the old system, and was driven todemocratically governed region of the

British state, but neither does he asse
And, in an explanation of Partition,
writes:

What Is A Nation? by Ernest Renan &
Joseph Stalin o8, £6
The Dublin/Monaghan Bombings, 1974
amilitary analysisbyJohn Morgan, L{.
Col (Retd.). 820, £17.50
The Economics Of Partition A Histori-
cal Survey Of Ireland In Terms Of Poljti
cal Economy byB. Clifford. @10, £8

"In Ireland, over time, two differen

for the future, crystallised out of t

two islands... What do | mean

istrative mismanagement and fundamgnt
alist opposition to an Irish Language Agt

Northern Ireland has been published by
the diplomatic master-mind of a geneja-

senses of what | would call ‘community
identity’, offering two opposed agendps

_us aresponse. But none came. Let’s hope
that this time he translates his anger into a
" response. But he is probably not keen to
move out of the academic comfort zone
into the real world.

The launch itself had well over a hund-
red present. When | sat down, | was
approached by a burly gentleman man
_whointroduced himself and checked who

Iwas and ordered me again not to give out
. leaflets which | had already given up. |
said | had got permission for those | had
given out downstairs. He saiblot from
me and I'm in charge’

The Deputy Ambassador opened the
event. The superlatives started rolling

centuries long interaction between the @nd never stopped. The new President of
y University College Cork, Patrick O’'Shea,
‘community identity'? Something mofe spoke next in a similar vein. The



Leaflet distributed at launch of  Atlas
, Of The Irish Revolution, Irish
e Embassy, London, 16 November

superlatives were again many and varied.He must be familiar with all newspapgr
He was delighted that the volume was notreports of the period, all books, memoi
only reviewed but editorialised about in the archives, the BMH witness statements,
Examinempapers and had several laudatory pension statements etc. and it should be gasy
items in thdrish Times What higher praise  for him to produce it—if it exists. .
could there be! He was particularly fulsome  If he knows the motives of the Banddn Atlas Of The Irish
in his praise of all the illustrations, graphics Valley killers, as he claims, he must kn Revo | Uti on!

etc. The highlight for him apparently was who they were. Who were they? If he canrjot

the fact that they contained a photo of aanswer these questions satisfactorily, tHen WHAT REVOLUTION ?
smiling de Valera (sniggering laughter). He he is feeding the sectarian thesis thatis fow There was an Irish War of Independ-
did not seem to realise that this could bepursued by members of the ranters dndence. Ireland wanted to govern itself
interpreted as having damned it with the ravers club such as Eoghan Harris. independently of England. It did notwant
faintest of faint praise. to turn the world upside-down in pursuit

Despite all the sources available Johngf some wild vision. It just wanted to
Ken Loach, who launched the book, probably lacks a vital source—personal govern itself. That is what it voted for in

was also fulsome in his praise, it was knowledge of people who fought in the the 1918 General Election. There would
magnificent, a true weighty tome. There War of Independence—uwith a resultirlg not even have been a War if England,
had been a shared history with Britain butlack of empathy with them and what they \yhich had just won the Great War for
it was not a pleasant but a brutal one. Itwere. | grew up among them, they were pemocracy and the Self-Determination
had been a conflict between the British my neighbours. They took on the Tarns, of Nations, had not made war on the
ruling class and the Irish people. Not with the Auxies, the Regular Army and the glected Sinn Eéin Government
the British people. But what Government most despised of all, the good Catholic§in  For three generations the events of
of the British ruling class had ever paid the RIC. If John’s allegation was put {0 1919-21 were known as th&/ar of
any price for their approach to Ireland? them | think that they would find them |ndependence. Then Oxford University
Ken’s approach to this history is that of incomprehensible and, insofar as theyinyented the Irish Revolution, and some
a morality play of good Irish people and could comprehend them, they would, qujte |rish academics took the hint and
good British people versus a bad British rightly, consider them beneath contempt. nrospered. It was entirely discreditable
ruling class. It is lay preaching, like the | have a suggestion to help him. The {5 England that it made war on a sober,
pronouncements by so many on the Lefthandsome figure that adorns the covef ofjemocratically-mandated, independent
on numerous other issues. However hethe Atlas was one of those neighbourp, Government in Ireland—but a wild
did note that the title needed explaining, Roger Kiely from Cullen, an Intelligence Revolutionary turmoil: that would be
as there had not been a revolution inOfficer with the Millstreet Battalion off something else!
Ireland—he certainly knows more about the IRA—but he is not identified in th
revolutions than the Editors—buthe hopedbook. As he was chosen tisont’ the
the book would contribute to a revolution book, the editors might have had the
in Ireland. Dream on, Ken! decency to say who he was. They might
h €ven have included the artist Sepn
Keating’s opinion of him:

\ 2"
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The late Peter Hart, a Canadian graduate
of Trinity College, Dublin instructed by
Australian Professor David Fitzpatrick,
concocted a tale about an Irish revolu-
tionary upheaval that became genocidal.
It was immediately hailed as a classic by

j*)

Itwas reported that apparently all Britis
publications approached, including the

BBCand The Guardiarefused to review "Roger Kiely was about the best arjd Emeritus Professor Roy Foster of Oxford
the work. finest man | ever knevy. Afew years ago University, and was given mass circulation
Donal O Drisceoil followed. Hetoldus | entto look for him in County Cork. | “around the world by Oxford University

e - . found him a poor school-teacher in|a Press
that a ship with a reprint of 14,000 copies  poor Jittle school near Kanturk. | askefd '
t

weighing 75 tons was at that moment  him aboutthe othersand found that dedth, | '@t Story has now been discredited by
sailing to Ireland from the Italian printers  poverty and America had claimed them{— S€rious academics. John Borgonovo, an
and all were already sold. Then he went the Unknown Soldiers." (BMMitness | Associate Editor of thisAtlas, and a
from superlatives to fantasy, saying that ~Statement 505 contributor to it, was once one of those
this reminded him of theudsailing with . _ | serious academics. Itis sad to see how he
another revolutionary cargo over a century But, instead of that generosity of spi it has_ o_lec_llned since being adopted into the
ago. He noted that the story goes on andV® have desplcable,. meap—spmted revisionist coterle_that_ runs the History
there will be debates as shown by the@llegations by well-paid editors and Department at University College, Cork,

leaflets distributed earlier! professors who would not be fit to tie the and disparages Cork's contribution to
shoelaces of such men. national development and to the War of
But there was no opportunity provided Independence by being an apologist for

to continue the debate on this occasion. Kiely's son, Der, is alive and well in Peter Hart's chicanery just as earnest
No discussion or contributions from the Millstreetand is arenowned servantoftheacademics in Ireland and Britain are
audience followed, as had been expectec&community—like his father. | suggestthat unravelling Hart's concoctions and caus-
by many there. Borgonovo takes his head out of theing the tide to turn. (See the work of John
| was going to ask a few questions. Did archives for a day and visit him and he wfill M. Regan, University of Dundee.) Poor John
the 75 ton reprint take on board the errorsget some idea of what the War was redllyhas clambered aboard a sinking ship
highlighted by Philip McConway andrectify about. While there, he could drop in gn  For example, he says thitlie Protest-
them? Could John Borgonovo provide actual another neighbour, Tom Meaney, the sonant population in parts of west Cork feared
evidence of theRepublicanintentionsthat  of the local Battalion Commandant. He republican intentions. Sectarian and
would have caused fear among the might come away a wiser man. political tensions in that locale later
Protestantsjua Protestants of West Cork? Jack Lane | featured in the controversial ‘Bandon




valley killings’ of thirteen Cork Protestants grandiose title of Atlas is entirely un- in Cork in the 1910 Elections by William
inApril 1922." (564)Thereisnoevidence warranted. Geographers have writtenO’Brien’s All-For-Ireland League (AFIL).
produced to establish that Protestants quaome of the best history, but this Atlas isThe AFIL took eight of the nine Cork
Protestants feared Republicans and theneither reliable geography nor history. seats away from Redmond. Its case was
reference to the Bandon valley killingsis  The introduction to thiAtlasis headed that Redmond had made the Home Rule
a collection of weasel words equating with a quotation from Fr. Michael O’ movement into a Catholic Ascendancy
‘sectarian and political tensions’ as the Flanagan in June 19T&eography has movement by weaving the Ancient Order
motivation which is all that ‘featured’ can worked hard to make one nation of Ireland; of Hibernians into the structure of the
mean. If he believes this he must know history has worked against itlt then Home Rule Party; that his strategy of
who did it and why and be able to show usgoes on to claim that "Geography is notforcing through a Home Rule Bill at
how exactly these two elements ‘featured’ just some ‘objective’ counterpart to hist- Westminster in tight alliance with the
in the episode. He should also include anory, however, or even a mere backdrop td_iberal Party, which meant supporting
explanation for the attempted killing of historical events and processes. It is ofterthe Liberals against the Tories on internal
Catholics in the same episode. integral to them."” Britishissues, was driving Ireland towards
However, in another piece dduspect It goes on in this vein as if O'Flanagan Partition.
ed Informants in Munstedfter listingthe  was giving a geography lesson to the Redmond held Unionist Ulster in
number and backgrounds of those executed/olunteers in 1916 and explains that thecontempt. He relied on the British army to
he tells us thdthe selectivity of this list title of Atlas of the Irish Revolutidorthe  break its resistance to all-Ireland Home
should be emphasised. For example, it didbook was chosen to deliberately highlightRule. After the Curragh Mutiny of March
not reflect a blanket IRA suspicion of the geography as being the crucial element inl914 he got an Army of his own by taking
unionist gentry, former policemen, or this history. Hence the need for the numer-over command of the Irish Volunteers.
even of civilian contractors working for ous and elaborate maps, tablesThen, as the situation was ripening for
the RIC and military."(570). If these illustrations, etc. Civil War, Britain joined the European
groups, whomwe canassume were sympa- Fr. O'Flanagan was a Vice President ofwar and made it a World War for the
thetic atleast, - and some active supportersSinn Féin under President de Valera. Higdestruction of Germany and Turkey.
of the Crown forces in many ways - were point was that, in the case of Ireland, theRedmond committed the Home Rule Party
nottargets why should the Protestant com-geographical condition of being an islandto British Army recruitment for this
munity have been considered targets andlid not shape the population into almperialist Warinwhichthere were 50,000
have reason to fedRepublican inten  corresponding nation. Fr. Flanagan was drish casualties.
tions’? As Borgonovo well knows it was two-nationist, who recognised the Ulster He enacted this reversal of the tradi-
Republicans led by Tom Barry and other colony of the early 17th century had under-tional nationalist view of Britain's wars
leaders who physically protected Protest-gone a distinct national development ofwithout seeking an electoral mandate for
ants during this exceptional episode butits own which did not fit in easily with the it. And, whenthe 1910 electoral mandate
that is conveniently ignored by him when national development of the native of Parliament ran out, he agreed with the
he has to genuflect to the Hart thesis.  population. Nothing of this will be found Liberals and Tories that elections should
The lIrish Government of 1919-21 inthe would-béAtlas. be suspended till the end of the War, with
issued a regular publication, thash The Northern Ireland dimension of the Parliament continuing as if elected.
Bulletin, detailing eventsinthe Warwhich 'lIrish Revolution' gave rise to a 28 year It was Redmond's autocratic reversal
it circulated to Westminster politicians ‘LongWar’inrecenttimes. Itis sketchily of the Irish national view of British
and to the world press. Those Bulletins dealt with in a chapter callddhe Unionist  Imperial War that precipitated the Easter
were scattered in libraries around the Counter Revolution And The Invention OfRising. Redmond's Party was swept aside
world. The Aubane Historical Society Northern Ireland.The Ulster Protestants when Elections were eventually held in
has collected them, has published threewere Counter-Revolutionaries becauseDecember 1918. The AFIL merged with
volumes of them, with more to come, The they just wanted to stay as they werethe new Sinn Féin Party. The handful of
Atlas includes a little chapter on the withinthe British state. Butthe factis that Redmondites elected refused to attend the
Bulletin. Other chapters have ample they did not invent the Northern Ireland national Parliament that was mandated by
reference endnotes, but this one has nonesystem, which generated Protestantthe electorate.
The fact that there is a comprehensiveCatholic antagonism from the start. That John Borgonovo needs to learn a lot
collection of the Irish Bulletin currently was done by Westminster. Itwas whatledmore about the history of Cork and
available is concealed. The political bias tothe recent War. Butitis important to theacknowledge the unique contribution of
is blatant. Editors that Westminster should not beWilliam O’Brien and the AFIL to that
held responsible for the things it was history and have the courage to say so.
responsible for. Jack Lane,AubaneHistorical Society,

9.11.2017lane.jack@gmail.com

This 'Atlas'is a vanity project. Cork
University is awash with money and is
looking for things to do with it. So it Regarding Cork: Peter Hart's thesis
produces this flashy display literature that was that there was something about Cork
will not be influential because ofits poverty which predisposed it towardgolitical ~ Briefsummary of some errors
of content, and will not be widely read violence"and towards religious genocide. relating to County Offaly
because it is physically too heavy for There are echoes of this discredited thesigutlined in Dr. Philip McCon-
anyone but a strong man to lift. in Borgonovo's contribution. way’s review in the Midland

With regard to content, the Midland He says thatCork did not support Trihune of 26 October 2017
Trlpune, ma_long review, h_ag shown vvhat .Johp Redmo_nd s constitutional nguonal which have not been refuted
a slipshod piece of work itis in its dealing ism". That might be true enough if Red-
with Offaly. Its quality is certainly no mond's nationalism was constitutional.by the authors concerned,
better in its coverage of Cork. And its Redmond's nationalism was challengeddespite an invitation to do so:



Dr Marie Coleman, ‘War of Independ-
ence: Regional Perspectives’ essay (pp.
579-587).

» Coleman incorrectly infers the Offaly
IRA's first fatality from combat, Captain
Patrick Seery, fought with the West-
meath IRA and died in that county
(p.580)

Coleman claims IRA GHQ was ‘exas-
perated’ with both Offaly brigades
(p.580) The evidence reveals Richard
Mulcahy, the IRA Chief of Staff, was
frustrated with Sean Mahon, the South
Offaly No. 2 Brigade commander.
Mulcahy sought to demote Mahon
following an unsuccessful attempt by
the IRAto ambush a train carrying British
Army troops in 1921. Coleman mis-

represents this incident to disparage the

entire Offaly IRA.
Elsewhere, a biographical profile of
Mulcahy mistakenly includes a photo-
graph of Patrick Hogafp.785)
Disproportionate and distorted coverage
is devoted to the Coolacrease killings
(pp-581-82).

Noting the Coolacrease incident proved
‘controversial,” Coleman does not
elaborate why or discuss RTE’s wef

Maps

» Severalmapsinthe Atldsplay a flimsy
grasp of the midlands geograph
Kilbeggan, a key centre of the IRA
North Offaly Brigade operations, i
misnamed ‘Kilbrennan’ in a ma
supposedly documenting IRA attac
on Crown forces in Leinstép.583)

» A Civil War map, purporting to shov
the National Army’s Athlone Comman
area in 1923, confuses Offaly (King
County) with Queen’s County. Th
county name change dates to 19
Walsh Island is mislocate(p. 714)

* A map highlighting an IRA raid on th
Grand Canal inaccurately notes Pollal

(Offaly) isin Nenagh (North Tipperary].

» Amap on ‘Locations of Na Fiannatroop
1909-22’ contains a baffling referen
to ‘Cloone’(p.174)

* A map detailing the eighty-one Civ|
War ‘official executions’ by the Fre
State government, refers to tw
executions in Birr Castle and or
execution in Birr towr(p.737) In fact
all three executions were in Birr Cast
The evidence indicates the victims wq
civilians, not IRA Volunteers.

anonymous and named sources and a
wealth of information relevant to the Irish
y. Brexit debate. Its faults reflect the pre-
S judices of the Dublin elite and of RTE
5 specifically, but it would be inaccurate
b and churlish to dismiss the book as
s propaganda. As an experienced news
reporter Connelly, who has specialised in
European affairs since 2001, performs a
0 useful journalistic function and his book
s is a welcome source of reference.
P
P0. Brexit and Irelandhas a lot of telling
omissions and, despite appearing to be a
b straightforward reporting of the facts, its
ghnarrative accords with the known
prejudices of RTE. For that reason | will
s, describe the shortcomings of the book
e before summarising its useful contents.

‘| RELAND 'S NEED TO
STAY CLOSE TO BRITAIN’

o Inthe fourth chapter, when Connelly is

e describing a meeting of the European
Council that took place in Bratislava in

e. September 2016, he states that Enda Kenny

rewas"already having to balance Ireland’s
need to stay close to Britain with loyalty to

\1”2

p

publicised deception. Why is RTE’

IRISH BULLETIN

discredited pseudo-documentary ‘The  a reprint of the official daily
Killings at Coolacrease’ citedasasourte newspaper of Dail Eireann
in a prestigious publication? Volumes 1-3

* Why does Coleman rehash the lonjg 12 July 1919 - 1 January
demolished land grab cangmi582)? 1921

» Coleman erroneously alleges the IRA (1,597 pages)
said the Pearsons stored Ulster Volunteer Published by the Aubane
Force (UVF) munitions in their home . . .
No explanation or context is providef Historical Society

for the UVF referencn.582).

Order to: https://

the other 26 member states" (p. 65).
Ireland’s need to stay close to Britain is
thus taken as a given, but why? It doesn’t
follow that a close trading relationship
necessitates close political alignment. It
doesn't follow that, because Brexit will
create innumerable difficulties for Ireland,
Taoiseach Enda Kenny was right to support
David Cameron’s campaign to reform the
EU along Eurosceptic lines. It is not
necessary to the Good Friday Agreement
that Ireland should be a close ally of the
UK on other matters.

www.atholbooks-sales.org

This question of where Ireland should

Professor Terence Dooley, ‘The Burn
ing of Irish Country Houses, 1920-21’
essay (pp. 447-53)

* Dooley falsely asserted Derrylahan
House (misspelled ‘Derryglahen’ anfl
‘Derrylahen’) is in Offaly, rather than
North Tipperary (p.449)

* Dooley’s cited figure of sixteen Big
Houses burned in Offaly from 1920-2
is inflated (p.449) Dr. McConway’s
verifiable figure is eleven.

* Dooley’s speculative claim that ‘there i

no denying’ an agrarian motive for th

IRA’s burning of E.J. Beaumon

Nesbhitt’'s mansion at Tubberdaly i

Rhode is unproven(p.452).The

corroborated motive was an IR/

§
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Brexit

continued

RTE journalistin whose book the quotation

appears.

Having been educated to turn away
from the traditional preoccupations of Irish
statecraft and to place their faith in the
primacy of globalist economics, they have
become apolitical. Having set their
compass by the British worldview, they

positionitselfinthe confrontation between
the UK and the EU is at the centre of the
Irish Brexit debate, but for Connelly it
doesn’t even merit discussion. Yet as the
Brexit story has unfolded it has become
increasingly obvious that the negotiations
are unequal, that most of the cards lie with
the EU. From the start the politic course
for this State was always to cultivate
meaningful relations with the Brussels
institutions and the other member states
while maintaining a businesslike relation-
ship with the UK.

\

counter-reprisal for the executions
IRA prisoners in Portlacise. Dooley i
aware his speculative motive i

contested. However, he decided toignqre

conflicting evidence thereby misleadin|
readers.

f

have been disorientated by the fault lines We might prefer that the English Tories
inthat worldview that Brexit has exposed. were less anti-Europe but that is a matter
To borrow a phrase from the Commissionout of our control. Where vital Irish inter-
official: they are ngbsychologicallyready ests are affected these have needed to be
for the political challenges that are beingbrought to the attention of the relevant
thrown up by Brexit. players onthe EU side andthis, as Connelly
shows, has been happening. However, in
Tony Connelly’s book contains many the context of that critical relationship
such revealing statements from with the EU, the notion of a close Anglo-



Irish relationship that needs to be Kenny and Flanagan to be conflicted aslike to pass unnoticed. McGuinness was
maintained has been a hindrance and arbetween their loyalties to Britain and the considered the front runner for the nomina-
unnecessary complication. In essence itisEU. This episode shows that a questiortion because she was popular and respected
ideological baggage from the campaign mark still hangs over some elements inin the EPP but also because she was well
of anti-national revisionism that has been Fine Gael in the matters of international regarded by the Greens in the Parliament,
on the wane for some time. alignment and excessive closeness t@a grouping whose support was needed to
Britain. win the Presidency. Manfred Weber, the
HousE oF L ORDS INTERVENTION DIVIDE AND CONQUER TACTICS EPP Ieader, _Iet it be known that he thought
Connelly’s account of how the British Connelly describes how the EU the nomination should go to a woman.
House of Lords investigated the effects of leadership was insistent that there shouldcGuinness’s main opponent for the
Brexit on Northern Ireland is fascinating pe 10 negotiation before notificatign nomination was Antonio Fajani, amember
but, being biased in favour of the close meaning that no member state should hav@f Berlusconi’s party in Italy, not a party
relationship with Britain, he cannot tell dealings with the UK until Article 50 was YOU would expect to be popular in the
the full story. This is how he describes the triggered and negotiations commenced European Parliament. Reporting for the
Irish rejection, in December 2016, of the & recounts how there was a justifiable'riSh TimesSuzanne Lynch canvassed
House of Lords report and the fo5:onthe EU side that Britain would use OPinion among EPP MEPs and was told
accompanying proposal that Ireland and- §iyide and conquétactics to undermine that McGuinness was highly regarded but
the UK should conduct a bilateral i,q cohesionofthe EU-27. Inthe following that ‘her nationality was against her’.
agreement in advance of the Brexit paragraph he catches well the dipIomaticBeing Irish she was considered too close
negotiations: power play that went on before the to B_ritai_n. In the event_ Fajani won th_e
"The rejection of the report's findings negotiations: nomination and the Presidency and, unlike
was as swift as it was brutal. Although he his predecessor, Martin Schulz, has so far
acknowledged the Committee’s work, under pressure not to get into anythingbeen rather anonymous in the position.
Michael Noonan, the Minister for .~ "o 17 ¢ pre-negotiation, One 1hat the EPP were right not to choose
Finance, said Ireland and Britain could - (g o o5 mission figure believes the McGuinness was shown when in August
notdo deals ‘on the side’. Enda Kenny, at paranoia about British tactics was not this year (see thigish Times 21 August)
an_EU summitin qusselsfourdays later, isplaced. “The Brit trving t t she dell d a tub-th . ht
said bluntly that a bilateral deal was ‘not ~ 1"'SP'aced. ‘The brits were trying to get she delivered a tub-thumping speech 1o
available in the context of Ireland being ~ S0NCessions from different people’, she the Fine Gael faithful defiantly declaring,
a member of the European Union says. ‘They were trying to get the Eastern e gre not prepared to give up our trade

i , European states to agree some kind O(N- N
negotiating team’. Dara Murphy, accom- . . ith Britain".
panying the Taoiseach to the summit, bilateral deal or understanding that would

: : ‘ . _1» safeguard the interests of all British . . . .
described the ideas as ‘nonsensical’ i, ondin their member states, and vice  During the period of intense diplomacy

---"(page 80). versa. But they were rebuffed. The Brits from November 2016 through to the

_ _ werefuriousthat there was a solid wall triggering of Article 50 and Theresa May’s
But Connelly fails to ask the important  on no negotiation™ (Tony Connelly's calling of snap election in Britain earlier

question herewhy was Michael Noonan emphasis p. 63). this year, two letters from thesh Political
the Minister that set the runningidhis _ N _ Review Groupvere published by tHeish
issue? The politicians who were covering ~ While Connelly’s pro-British leanings  Times The first letter (5 December 2016)
Brexit were the Taoiseach and his Minister are clear, and this is shown where he ,;4ethe pointthat Ireland urgently needed
for Foreign Affairs, Charlie Flanagan. It describesthe House of Lords investigationy, istance itself from Britain in the light
was unusual that Noonan should interveneinto Northern Ireland as ahopeful ¢ Brexit. The second (19 April 2017)
on an important matter outside of his development, he also reports develop-iticised the leading Irish official with
remit. ments that support the opposite stance % sponsibility for Brexit matters, John
It might be argued that all three Minis- shown in the above quotation, which is 10 cgjinan, for publicly stating that he was
ters were members of the same Cabinehis credit. However, comparing his 5 enentantabout Irish officials maintain-
and that no great significance attached toaccount to the account of Brexit develop-inq close links with their British counter-
Noonan’s intervention, but that doesn’t ments given in mrish Political Review  na1ts andwarned of the danger that Ireland
hold water. On an RTE radio talk show in series of articles, | consider that Connelly,,,5,1d be perceived in Europe as a proxy
January 2017 I heard a journalist from the has made anumber ofimportantomissionsyq the UK. Connelly’s inside story of that
Irish IndependenDeclan Power, express  Throughout the book he makes no referjme shows that both letters cut straight to
outrage that Noonan had shot down theence either to Ray Bassett's high profileq issues that were engaging the main
bilateral agreement after all the work that interventions in favour of close relation- participants behind the scenes.
had been expended by the House of Lordsship with Britain, or to the campaign
Select Committee. Declan Power is launched by th&unday Business Past . INFORMATIVE CHAPTERS
generally sympathetic to the military March2017tore-alignlrelandwith Britain ~ Brexitand Irelandhas three informative
interventions of the US and Britain and rather than the EU. More important, he chapters on the Irish agrifood sector and
never misses an opportunity to speakmakes no mention of Mairead McGuin- an excellentchapteronthefish_ingint_:lustry.
warmly of ‘our nearest neighbour ness’s failure, in December 2016, to win A chapter heade@he great disruption’
the nomination of the European Peoplesdescribes problems that will need to be
The more likely explanation for Party (EPP) for the Presidency of thefaced in the gas, electricity, horse racing

"It was not just officials who were

Noonan’s pre-emptive action is that he European Parliament. and engineering sectors. A chapter headed
was keenly aware of the importance of ‘An unpleasant sheet of wateféals with
maintaining EU solidarity at that time | have written about this a number of the Common Travel Area without explain-

through his own experience of dealing times because | consider it an importanting its origin as a refusal on the UK side to
with Brussels and that he consideredevent which Anglophile Ireland would fully recognise Irish sovereigntyOld
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habits of warinessis an examination of Brexit reflects the RTE view and that hds Just How Anti-Hitler Was Was
the way Brexit may disrupt the Peace impaired his overall analysis. The Wartime Prime Minister Of
Process, arnf@he unity playis an account
of behind the scenes dealings of Irish  The interesting aspect now is that Bre)itNorthern Ireland?
officials not only regarding the Guidelines is forcing the political class and the Staje J.M. Andrews (1871-1956) was Uls
for the Brexit negotiations, but also for the machine to move rapidly towards a closgrUnionism's wartime Prime Minister of Northg
text of Theresa May'’s letter triggering relationship with the EU and amore strained'sre'a”d’ from November 1940 until May 19
. . - . N o . ["See  https://m.youtube.com/watch?
Article 50—a document with which the relationship with Britain, and various RTE o57i05mv1for the British Pathé News featu
Irish Government should not have beenpersonnel are finding it difficult to keep up "Ulster's New Prime Minister1940), whereif
involved. with that. An insight into the problem wag Andrews proclaimed:
provided when Fianna Fail leader Michedl
The second last chapter covers oppor-Martin  recently reviewed David
tunities that the British exit may offer for McCullagh’s biography of de Valera
Ireland. It concludes by describing an McCullaghis a presenter onthe main currgnt
Irish company, Crowley Carbon, which affairs programme on RTE television, Pri

er
m
13.

€,

"Ulster is the key to the defence|of
Ireland. To make it neutral would mgan
handing over that key to Hitler. A neutfal
Ulster is impossible. We mean to stangl by
Britain and the Empire."

performed a drastic u-turn once the referen-Time In polite language Martin thrashed t
dum resultwas announced. The companygcriticism that McCullagh made of de Valer
which specialises in assisting large and, whenLeo Varadkar spoke atthe offici
companies to reduce their energy con-launch of the book, he praised Martin’
sumption, ceased investing in the UK andreview. That is how the individual views o

Stirring words, with an attack on the neutrdlity
of the Southern State implicit as its sub-text.
|But how different from Hitler's thinking had
been Andrews' own outlook during the 1930s?
In an Address to this year's Desmond Grepves
~ Summer School, on the theme of the relevance

changed from doing 70 per cent of its a broadcasting personality are treated [inofthe Northern Ireland Civil Rights Movemeht,
business in Britain to 15 per cent. In the public life when a change in the politicgl Martin Mansergh shed light on how Andrgws
process Crowley Carbon tripled in size climate requires a shift in official thinking| firmly believed in &final solution”that would
and broke into markets in Poland, Croatia, Over the next few years it will b Smei‘re]g;ﬁC‘}?;?#etﬁgﬁ?ﬁéir?'elfggggOfl\;g?g:r“ﬁ"c
Italy, Germany, France and Ukraine. interestingto observe how RTE as a corp r'related?/ ' ?
Interesting snippets like that crop up ate media entity adapts to the new political
throughout the book. landscape that is being shaped by Brexit
] ) ) In 1996 the Irish language channg
The topic of the final chapter, which was 1,5 was founded. Some time before tt
obviously completed at an early stage inthe 5, attempt to bring RTE under tight

negotiations, is the Brexit talks processitself. political control was defeated and legis|
Connelly concludes his work with aquotation tion was passed recognising the indepe
inwhich an Irish Commission officialmuses once of broadcast media. The up-shot|of
over the possible effects of Brexiton Ireland 1 ase events was that the traditional rdle
over the next ten years. of defending national culture was shuntgd
"We need to be lucky twice. We need offto TnaG and the RTE mainstream becarpe

to be lucky in that the Britdon'tgo for  wedded to the Anglicisation/revisionist/ant
?hg?r?hzr?i)r(glAsngﬂV\é?nneeridetx(l)lc?vssluElgytlg republican agenda. Itis possible thata diehgrd
breatheinside whatever the EU is going stance will now .be _taken in defence of thpt

to look like" (p. 344). agenda. How will Irish democracy respon

to such a development?

The above statement which may well Oneway mightbe anincrease inindiv
be from the same official whose words aredual complaints against individual
quoted atthe start of this article epitomisesProadcasters made to RTE and to the
the dread that Irish Anglophiles are feeling Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI),

as they face the future. The pessimism isThat approach would be both commeng-

"It is worth reflecting a little on the
circumstances that created the need for a
civil rights movementin Northern Ireland|in
the first place... The area included the mpxi-
mum number of Ulster Protestants &nd
Unionists, even in counties and large toyvns
where they were in a minority, but negdrly
everywhere to a greater or lesser extenf the
population of the two communities was} if
notinterspersed, contiguous. As the Catholic
community had a greater propensity to gfow
than the Protestant one, the politigal
discretion of the government was used tp sit
on that, and, if possible, to incentiv|se
Catholics to leave Northern Ireland. When
my father (Nicholas Mansergh) wps
collecting material in 1936 for his bodlhe
Government of Northern Ireland—A st
in devolution,he had the opportunity o
interview in the Ulster Club J.M. Andrews,
Minister of Labour and future Prime Minis{er
of Northern Ireland, though only briefly,
and the Attorney General Anthopy
Babington. According to his unpublished

at

r
d-

o

f . . he bodi notes, ‘both regarded diminishing no.| of
collapsed. offocussingattentiononthe Dodiesrespan- o = ith undisguised satisfactidmdrews
- RTE sible for broadcasting: th_e RTE Authont/ confidentthatthey would be'progressive-

HE PROBLEM OF and the BAI [Broadcasting Authority of Iy eliminated”—Babington hopeful, butja

Why has a clued injournalistlike Tony Ireland]. In any case it would be foolish gf

ICAZ\onInerI]I_)I/ c_hosefré to_tsi?]e ‘;\r']ith _”:je the powers-that-be in broadcasting
nglophile view of Brexit wnen the wind -, i that the actual society they ser

has been blowing strongly in the opposite

direction since early 2017? The answer is

most likely related to the long standing

corporate bias of RTE. Many of the . L
To conclude this section: itis unfortur}- between the two regarding thetermenschen

station’s leading broadcasters—Gay te that T C v th N G ! . N
Byme, John Bowman, Marian Fnucane, &1 {11 Tory Cornelly otfierief lern ey coc)eonres o coram i
Joe Duffy, Myles Dungan—are known informative book has been marred throug :

; ; A lifelong Orangeman, Andrews would also
supporters of the Anglicisation agenda. b_elng_lc::lhn exp;)r_esijon of the corpor?rt]e mht old the positions of Grand Master of County
That so many of the top presenters hold"'¢W- ' N€ SUbjectdeservesamoretnougnty,, , from 1941, and Grand Master of Irelgnd
certainly attributable to a policy orientation

base in the Irish Establishment. Grand Master o the Grand Orange Coundl of
at the station. Tony Connelly’s view of

trifle anxious’." (My emphasis—MO'R).

0 So, the objective was that noteven one 'si
V&t a 'Taig' would remain in Northern Ireland.
can be manipulated to suck up a politicglwas only in the context of Britain's war with

agenda that has passed its sell-by datg. Germany that Andrews was in any way anti-
Hitler. For it can hardly be maintained that tHere
was any fundamental philosophical differehce

the World.

Dave Alvey Manus O’Riordan




The O'Connor Column

FINE GAEL’S IMPRESSIVE BREXIT STAND This journal was partial to Coveney in now on offer elsewhere. European Christ-
. the Fine Gael party leadership race lastian Democracy (think Delors, Kohl etc.)
Watching the Coveney/Johnson press . . .
conference in Dublin on 17th November Y&&" because he is solidly rooted in thehas rarely let Ireland down.
) . Collins/Mulcahy tradition of that party, Let's see the Irish Government now
was a very heartening experience. The . ! : . . Lo
ather than the Redmondite/Imperial stick to its guns on Brexit. Luckily it
body language and self-assurance o ; P : . -
. - ! elements around which Kevin O'Higgins doesn'thave Labourin governmentwith it
Foreign Minister Simon Coveney showed

- constructed much of Cumann na nGaedhalo dilute the firm stand taken . . .
he had more than the measure of Boris

"Bonkers" Johnson. the political Succes_|nthe 1920s. All of this is substantially why
sor of Lord Palmeréton P Sticky ideologue and Michedl Martin STEPHEN COLLINS ' POPPYCOCK
Bertie Ahern. the lon .term Taoiseach advisor Eoghan Harris has been gunning The Taoiseach caused shock by appear-
who Micheal Martin’s ?:ianna Fail has against Coveney, and nearly succeeded inng in the Dail wearing &shamrock
refused re-admission to the part hadhaving him side-lined. In the leadership poppy",devised by the British Legion for
riahtly said the previous eveninp th);;’tthis race. The modern folk had their way, and sothe Irish. A defence of Varadkar’s stunt
isqche):rish mompent its boint of rr?aximum we got the still unknown quantity that is was offered by Stephen Collins irhe
leverage Whilethé otr?erEUZG miaht be Varadkar. So be it, but also so far so good:Irish Times(16 Nov.). His thesis is that
tem tgd .to buckle on Ireland's int%restsvaradkar and Coveney have been facingthis poppy wearing demonstratéthe
o 2,[ a deal with the UK. the Stage 1the Brexit challenge as a solid united front. pluralist nature of modern Irishnesss
as gects of the a reemeni is sub'(gct to Northern Ireland can bring out the best the "Republic continues to embrace a
na?ional veto andgthusthe momentjwhenand worst in Fine Gael. Brexit has brought European identity”
the Border m’ust be settled. Stage 2 (theoutthe best, following some initialwobbles It is difficult to conceive of a less
“trade deal’) is adopted b Q?Jalified (see Dave Alvey's reports in previdtsh European symbol than the poppy. Itis an
Maiority Voting. and I?ish Ie\)/era e will Political Rewews). This unity is quite a empire relic, worn in the white racial
bej on}é"We hge{ve oWer on ourgside o turnaround from how that party was regions of the former Empire to bolster a
etgas fa.r as we car?now After it we havedisabled and disoriented on what constitutedcommon militarist culture. According to
ﬁttle ower. but a Iot. of talk'(IT the national interest by that old Collins/ the British Legion itself, it honours all
17 11p2017), O'Higgins fault line throughout the decades those who have fought in all British wars
o ' of the Northern War. The new uncom- since 1914, and particularly in its two
Covenev. while assurin Johnsonthatplicated sense of national interest in Fine"Great" anti-Europe wars. There is no
there werey;lo WO DEO Ieg on earth WhoGaeI has been heartening to witness, angretence of also honouring the enemy
enioved a warmerp anF()j more intimate shows that its first ever two-term run has killed in those wars.
reIJatBi/onshi blah blah. was emphatic finally moulded it into a natural party of In this approach it departs fundament-
thatThere \F;\'/ill Be No St’a 02 talk§until government. ally from what other European nations do
Stage 1 is Settled 9 As the Déil debate in advance of the on 11th November each year. Onthat date
ng indicated thét there will be a hard Coveney/Johnson and Varadkar/May meet-this year French President Macron and
border between the EU and Britain ings showed, the position on Brexit they German President Steinmeier, neither
because Britain is leaving the EU (if it adopted—which it must be said was first wearing a poppy (itis an unknown symbol
actually does), buEhat BorgderWiII Not enunciated by SF immediately after in Europe), embraced at one of the scenes
Be wit);lin Irelland This is all non- England had voted on Europe as it did—isof Great War carnage in a gesture of
negotiable and. if Britain leaves. "special "W shared by FG, FF, SF and most of thereconciliation between former enemies.
arr%n ements",for Northern Ireian[()j will Independents. Even ‘'the Left'—the Eventsin Belgium similarly involved the
be reg Lired. The UK/EU border in Trotskyists and the 4% outfit stillknown as representatives of all nations who had
Irelant(j] ifBrit.ish actions mean there is to "the Irish Labour Party~—have falleninto  once fought each other. In Britain, on the
be one’ will bein the Irish Sea:—Mr line, though unconvincingly. The moral contrary, only the'fallen" of the British
Johnso’n Britain will not be aIIoWed Iénd position of Sinn Féin has been massively side are lamented: there is no lamenting
res onsii;ilit for vour border in Ireland strengthened by the the state adopting thehe"enemy“"dead and there is no thought
on !cohe Irish éove};nment or on the EU position it advocated in the Brexit crisis. that the British troops fell for anything
Al absolutelv crvstal clear. and ver. other than the 'right' side in every conflict
reassurin y ey ' Y Meanwhile in Europe the Prussian- in which they were involved, from the
g Puritan German Social Democrats (a 20%Marne to Helmland. It is a carnival of
Taoiseach Varadkar met Premier May party and declining) is trying to block defiant hostility to all enemies of all time
later the same day and announced irdreland paying down debt so as to punish itand everywhere.
advance he would be saying exactly theover'Apple Tax' (or lack of it!). Merkel and Collins’ proposition that poppy-
same thing, with the implicit threat that the Christian Democrats, according to flaunting in Ireland is a sign of the Republic
Ireland will actually veto any Stage 1 Derek Scally inThe Irish Timeg17.11), maturing into"a European identity'is
settlement that allows for a hard borderare having none of the SPD's populist anti- perverse beyond words.
within Ireland (he was able to avoid the European trouble-making and are support-

dreaded "v" word by publicly assuming ing Ireland's debt strategy, which is to | s THERE EVEN " ONE JusT MAN" ?
that the EU26 can be counted on not todispose of loans borrowed at high interest Sadaka(The Ireland-Palestine Alli-
act against Ireland). Bottom line. and replace them with low-interest loans ance”) held a'High Level Forum"in
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Dublin on 28th November, just after we a voice of reason on the realities of North Other large groups—whether Italians,
went to press. This proclaimed the coreKorean life and on the rationale for Kim's Germans, Chinese or Russians—have left
truth that, unless sustained internationalbehaviour: DPRK was warning the US little trace. In the labour movement the
pressure is applied against Israel, it will thatithad no intention of getting the Libya Jews became dominant in its intellectual
continue its activities with impunity and treatment. Fellow "Independent Alliance” aspect while the Irish spearheaded the
there is no hope of a of a "two-state" or anyMinisters Finian McGrath and Shane Rossmarket muscle and organisation building
other kind of "solution" emerging. intended to join Halligan in his "peace element. Jews to this day dominate in the
Irish political leaders cling to the notion initiative” if the Koreans agreed to meet media, both liberal and conservative, Wall
of the necessity of a renewal of the in- them, and all indications were that they Street finance, and the Hollywood 'dream
terminable’'Middle East Peace Process" would. machine’, the driving force of US State
This illusion is underpinned by reference  Thetorrentof ridicule and denunciation propaganda. The Irish are only peripherally
to the Irish Peace Process. But in the lattethat greeted Halligan's initiative from other present in Wall Street and in Hollywood
the two sides (the British Government and politicians and media smart-asses was(except as acting operatives) but are a
the IRA) had relatively equal power (ifthe breath-taking. How pathetic, they chimed significant group in big business (as was
international leverage of the latter isinclud- in unison, thata mere Irish Junior Minister discovered during the Peace Process).
ed): and neither side could totally prevail should presume to undertake such a Trumpism, and what lies behindit, will
militarily over the other on the ground. mission. Even the mandarins at lveaghdoubtlessly morph into something else
Hence the negotiated outcome. None ofHouse, stretching their constitutional butitis also without doubt a defining anti-
this balance of power exists with regard to powers, 'letit be known' that they opposedEstablishment democratic movement of
Israel/Palestine, where one side is all-the 'proper' role was tending to storm the current era. Whether its curbing by the
powerful and the other powerless, anddamage. Underlying all the hostility was a Establishment will succeed remains to be
Israel can exercise its power withimpunity. colonial cringe—foreign affairs and the seen. The Irish involvement in it is huge
No force—not the US, the EU or any ordering of the world were 'of course' and indisputable. This must prompt the
other—is applying pressure toitto concedepurely a matter for our (Anglo-American) conclusion thatithas abrightfuture. Jewish
anything. The "Peace Process" in such abetters to tend to and the Irish must knowliberal intellectuals on the other hand form
context cannot be a negotiation abouttheir place in the order of things. It was the cutting edge of the "left-wing" Bernie
anything, but merely afig-leaf for Israel to particularly sad to see fellow Waterford Sanders movement. Again this would
continue its relentless colonisation of TD, David Cullinane (SF), join in the suggestittoo has a future. Trumpism and
Palestine. hounding of Halligan. Sandersism are really two sides of the
Among the speakers at the event were But surely what we need is more of this same coin, currently competing for the
Mustafa Barghouthi (independent membertype of thing, notless. Haven't Sinn Féin's same voters—the working/middle class—
of thePalestinian Legislative Couneihd  own initiatives on Palestine, the Basques,with programmes which behind the
of the PLO Central Council), Mr. Daniel the Catalans etc. not all had a substantiathetoric are substantially similar.
Levy (President of the US Middle East impact on opinion on these issues in For the first time since the 1960s the
Project and former adviser to Israeli Prime Ireland? black community has hardly featured in
Ministers) and Ms Rima Khalaf Hunaidi Halligan’sinitiative was finally aborted the current popular movement—it long
(former Deputy Prime Minister of Jordan). when a story conveniently emerged that,ago tied its fortunes to the wagon of
The speakers met with President Michaelduring an interview fora Waterford County Democratic Party patronage, and is
D. Higgins at the latter’s invitation, and Council job, he had casually asked aoverwhelmingly Clinton-loyal and
also with Foreign Minister Coveney, and woman interviewee if she was married. neutered as a result. Whether Trump/
addressed the Joint Oireachtas Committeg¢daving been painted into the Harvey Sanders are antipodes or twins, or will
on Foreign Affairs. Weinstein corner, Halligan had to relent, morph into the same thing as a common
Is there One Just Man in the entire Irish and abandon his Korea plan. Thus arelarge working/middle class rebellion
political firmament who will stand up and affairs ordered at the so-called media/remains to be seen. It is nevertheless

state clearly what needs to be said: that thegpolitical 'interface’ these days. interesting to note how the common
Mid-East Peace Process is a masquerade, Republican/Democrat Establishment (and
and that without the application of tough IrisH America  its Irish media derivatives) is as appalled

sustained pressure on Israel, no progress It is interesting to watch the role of as much by the one as by the other.
will be made towards any solution other Irish-America in the US Trumpian move-  Butone thing is for sure, Irish America
than a completion of the Zionist colonis- ment. There has been some comment oris alive and well and will stamp its imprint
ation project. the wealth of Irish names appearing amongon whatever does emerge.

activists of that movement. This is inter-

preted as demonstrating not a reorientation THE SECTARIAN EDGE OF

of Irish America, butits demise, absorbed  O’T 0OLE’S LATEST REVISIONIST THESIS

?/hm?]t;r ?rf' Sdta;te n the'curre(r;t ICoal[l_tlont, into the great melting pot. Thisis nonsense Fintan O'Toole. "Euronean Press Prize
ecently tried 1o organise a delegation 1o__ 4 it is not the first time that wishful ' P

visit the Democratlp People's Republlc.of thinking led senior figures in Ireland to ?ommentator Award _winner and Ir|slrl1
Korea to talk with its Government. This . "Broadsheet Columnist of the Year",
A i prematurely declare the death of Irish . .

was a bold initiative at a time when the merica propagates a view that in Ireland every-
President of the World was proposing its ' thing went to wrack and ruin once the
physical extermination, with some mild  Two immigrant groups of the 19th- natives took over affairs. The final stage
disapproval from his underling states. 20th centuries stand out in America: thein the degradation came when the
Halligan, who had once been a Sinn Féinlrish and the Jews. Both have had aaborigines gottheir hands onthe economy
the Workers Party Councillor and had dramaticimpactand have become influen-with, for O’'Toole, predictable con-

visited North Korea, stood out on RTE as tial organised elements in US politics. sequences. He gave full vent to all of this

MissioN To PYoNGYANG
Independent TD John Halligan, a



in his bestsellerShip of Fools: How glorious inits morality and righteousness,
Stupidity and Corruption Sank the Celtic was overthrown when theot set iff' in

Picking the year 1987 as the moment
Ireland began its descent to the moral

Tiger (2009). This depicted Ireland as a 1987. That previous noble culture was abyss has a purpose, as that was the year

terminally corrupt, failed state. Indeed, personified in Mark Hely-Hutchinson,
that"failed state"label featured much in CEO of the Bank of Ireland:

that most determined native of them all,
C.J.Haughey, came to power and inaugur-

his commentaries in the 'newspaper of
record' during the crisis years of 2008-12,
undermining Ireland’s efforts to get foreign

loans at less than crucifying rates of
interest. Thanks Fintan!

Following a brief period as tribune of
the people, O'Toole went international
with his outrage, from which point the
gongs began to roll in. He has secured a

"He was perhaps the last gentleman ir]at_ed an economic revoll_Jtion in alliance
Irish banking. He treated everyone who With @ new entrepreneurial class and the
worked for him with dignity and respect. Trade Union leadership. O'Toole’s pre-
He could give a sincere Christian answer tence is that Ireland could have retained a
to the question of what he thought corpor- noble banking system and yet still have
ate government to be: ‘I think that very participated in the globalising, deregulat-
simply, that corporate governance ;g orld economy of the Clinton era—in

includes behaving to your customers and . . .
to your staff and to the public the way you the backwash of which he himself thrives

would like other people to deal withyou,” these days. His myth of a unique Irish

lucrative platform for his views with the

elite Clintonesque US liberal press. There  The routing of that culture was epitomis-
he has obliged his new masters with aeq in "the fate of one of the great lost
contribution to the State-sponsored anti- yocuments of modern Ireland: Mark Hely-
Russian witch-hunt, denouncing the sus-Hytchinson's abortive code of conduct

ceptibility of western intellectuals to for pankers" This"ethical charter for the
Russian intrigue and theftendency to

capitalist'corruption"requires an explan-
atory formula, and that is identifying the
moment when high-mindedHely-
HutchinsonsWere replaced by the ethics-
free"Jesuit boys,'i.e. the Protestants by
the Catholics. That, for O'Toole, was when

industry" was rejected by the State as all "ethics”, all "boundaries”, evaporated.

counterweight to a supposedly decadentcode could only work if accepted by all
West"(New York Timeg,1.09.2017). banks, which was unlikely in a cut-throat

In a recent article iThe Irish Times  marketplace in which predatory foreign
(24.10.17), entitledThe corruption of

Irish banking goesback 30yeaiS'Toole  notes how the State, after failing to
used the far from clear-cut issue of trackersacijitate this voluntarycode of ethics"

mortgages to take his Irish *failed state’ \yoke in 2008 to"an existential crisis

banks were already operating. O'Toole

And what of his claims about pre-1987
Irish banking, in those halcyon days of the
pre-"Jesuit boy" Hely-Hutchinsons?

The minuscule Protestant business class
did very well in the Irish Free State,
functioning as a closed, privileged circle
with a lot of economic clout. Large

theory to a new level, opening a new front generated by a banking system that hadindustrial undertakings, to the extent that

in the revisionist project. He datéhe

culture of corruption”in Irish banking

very specifically—to 1987. This cultural
degrading, he argues, started when banks O’Toole’s narrative paints the switch
exploited the 1986 DIRT legislation in Irish banking from the high-minded
(introducing "Deposit Interest Retention Hely-Hutchinsons to the low-principled
Tax") to create bogus non-resident status'Jesuit boys'as a culminating act in the
for depositors;allowing the local farmer

no moral compass, that knew no
boundaries

claiming to be resident outside the country because our systethas no ethics"
and therefore exempt from Dirt" "we'll do this again and again—frauds

"the Jesuit boys who filled the board- ~ followed by vague wailing about
rooms and the executive suites of the ‘culture’, followed by more frauds...
banks decided that these frauds were just Now, the only code that will make a
business_ They eyed each Other and d|fference IS the Cnmlnal COde."
thought: ‘If we don't do this, the other
crowd will.” A rot set in and it has never
been stopped.”

With this tirade, O'Toole is opening an
interesting new revisionist front, nativising
global capitalism’s crisis into a purely

I don’tknow if "Jesuit boys" predomin- local affair of aboriginal corruption. The
ate over other groups in Irish banking deregulationand financialisation of global

leadership. But what O'Toole is really capitalism, asevery child knows, beganin

they existed at all (e.g. in brewing and
distilling, bread, dairies, biscuits,
manufacturing), and other institutions such
as the pre-nationalised railways, the
accountancy and insurance houses, Trinity
College, The Irish Timesand so forth,
were not just mostly Protestant owned,

aboriginal usurpation that had begun in but also had largely Protestant manage-
and shopkeeper and doctor to sign a form1916. It’s all hopeless now, he concludes,

ments and supervisory staffs. Even the
lower operative grades were generally
recruited on a'Protestants-first, "ex-
Servicemen secongaihd "Others third"
basis. Itwas &ulture"—to use a favourite
O'Toole term—that eventually had to give
way for sheer want of numbers. All of this
iswell known, notleastto O'Toole (though
he operates a strict silence on it), and has
begun reluctantly to be conceded inrecent
times. The essential references can be
found in Niall Meehan'’s recent pamphlet,
Embers of Revisionism

talking about is the native Catholic the 1980s under Thatcher and Reagan, O'Toolesinglesoutthe Bankofireland

business class, whether Jesuit or otherwis@nd was driven to an extreme of unregul-

asthe standard bearer of old world decency.

formed. His article cleverly links the ated greed and money-making by theThat outfit—by far the largest bank in the

decadence of Irish banking with the project forces of Wall Street, the City of London,

country—certainly had an interesting

of the Irish state itself, whose founding the US Federal Reserve and the Clintonsculture, though not one O'Toole tells us
event was the 1916 Rising, suggestingin the 1990s. And woe betide any lesserabout. Down to the late 1960s, it managed

that, as 2017 is the80th anniversary of ~country that failed to keep pace! But
the corruption of the Irish banking system" writing for The New York Time®Toole

we should really have a parade to com-can’'t say any of this, things a former
memorate it too, ast is, after all, living ~ version of himself would have had no
history, a part of what we are" doubt about. No, the corruption of Irish

to remain largely Protestant. Its long-time
Governor up to the Second World War
had been Andrew Jameson, of the distilling
family. A leading figure in the southern
loyalistleadership, he had strong-headedly

Having made this connection, O’ banking has to be presented as a uniquelyacked Bonar Law in rejecting any meas-

Toole’s claims thata good banking culture, isolated, Irish aboriginal, affair.

ure of Home Rule for Ireland. The tune
13
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changed after 1914 when northern union-May 1970 when he was sacked fromin poorer areas to build local capacity to
ists opted for partition and a loyalist government after Lynch, acting under combat long term unemployment.
"Ulster", throwing southern unionists to British pressure, purged his cabinet to Haughey sought out strong personalities
the nationalist 'wolves'. A rethink was change policy direction onthe North. Back with the clout to prevail over vested
required. as Taoiseach in 1979-82 he revived hisinterests to drive these boards. He got
The bank under Jameson had co-fundedSocial Partnership and, in the 1981 former IDA Chief Executive Padraic
the southern unionist anti-Home Rue "National Understanding"which he  White to lead the Dublin Northside
movementand even, covertly, the northernagreed with the Unions, he provided for a Partnership and Mark Hely-Hutchinson
UVF rebellion. Now he mobilised it, first central body to drive enterprise developmentto lead the Inner City one. The retired
around Britain’s last ditch "Irish Conven- —and it was to Mark Hely-Hutchinson banker went on to fulfil that voluntary
tion" of 1917, and later in grey-area that he turned to chair it. function as a much respected and
activities on behalf of Lloyd George. At  The Fine Gael-Labour Governmentthat authoritative figure for nearly a decade.
the height of the Tan War, Jamesonreplaced Haugheyin 1982 dissolved all of
organised a committee of Dublin unionist this. When Haughey came back yetagain, If O’'Toole, through his sectarian
business leaders to contact the Dail onin 1987—O’'Toole’sannus horribilis—  mischief-making, wants to open a new front
behalf of Lloyd George to feel out possibil- Social Partnership was finally put on an in his deprecation of the state, its history and
ities for a 'deal' minimising the extent of enduring footing. As part of this, local all its works, maybe he ought to pick his

separation from the Empire. Devindulged boards ("Area Partnerships") were set upheroes and villains with greater care.

Jameson but knew well to treat this outfit

with suspicion. When the Collins-Griffith
people finally signed the "Treaty"
Jameson mobilised southern Unionis
behind it and ensured, through the Bar
the solvency of the Treaty state and t
bank-rolling of the Treaty War. Through
out the 1920s a shadowy committee
"former Unionist'financial people, headec
by Jameson, continued to function, ban
rolling the "Cumann na nGaedhael" par|
against the Republican threat. This is
well documented history (by among othe
John Regar,he Irish Counter Revolution

There are other problems with G
Toole’s tall tale of the noble "values"
the Bank of Ireland. In 1983 Padraic Whit
ceo of the IDA, set out the main imped
ments to industrial development. Promi
ent among these was the unproducti
"rent-seekinghature of Irish 'old’ capital,
especially the banks, which preferre
investingin safe London Bonds and Pap:¢
than in capitalist development in Irelan
(se€A concept of industrial developmer
in the 1980s'JSSISI,1983, available
online). There were those in the Bank
Ireland who understood this problem, n

least Hely-Hutchinson himself. A Protes}-

antand Freemason—essential prerequis

—he rose to leadership of the bank when

it was still a Protestant closed shop. Bu
was he who then oversaw the dismantli
of its sectarian recruitment system, lettir
in the "Jesuit boys".

What's more, and not entirely unrelate
he was a friend of Charles Haughe
Haughey pursued consistent goals o
his career. One was a belief in Soci
Partnership to manage economic char
through a societal consensus, as oppo
to the confrontational path chosen |
Garret FitzGerald. As Minister for Financ
he had come very close to achieving su

Part 4
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{Revisionist Jamboree at Kilkenny Castle

It was now time for discussion moder- of feet away from him, he remarked, a
ator Fintan O'Toole to turn his attention to judgemental note in his voicésee there
the audience. Wearing a smile, the evid-is no dissenting member on the panel"
ence of some self-satisfaction, heremarked "Dissenting of wh&" inquired
how it was"very strangé "in relation to  O’'Toole, precision in his voice.
the sexuality, the way it went through "Dissentig", said the man, pausing
, three phases. During the first Casementbriefly to collect his thoughtsttie consensus
" absolutely could not have been gay, beingthatyou are putting out hete Addressing

an Irish nationalist hero and martyr. In the the individual responsible for the series of
" second phase, he might have been homoevents of which this one was part, he
- sexual, butwas stilla great man, in spite ofcontinued; Mr O’Connor, sir, if you were
veit' (Some laughs from audience.) Now, in hanged sir, your eyes would be dilated ...

thethird phase, hewasagreatrbaoaue  Every organ in your body would be dilated
d of his homosexuality. O Conchuir, motionless, listened.

k-
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| The physical symptoms, according to the
He th Nt\:'TAT'O': TO POSEtQUES.T'oﬁSt. dissenter’s description, were not precisely
€ then began to presentan Invitalion - rate but the insight that lay behind it

to the audience to pose que;tipns for '.[h%Nas sound. The so-called autopsy report
b panel. Before O'Toole had finished his referred to time and time again fhe

septence, a man, tall, lean and well IntoCasemerit’roject,actuallya brief note of a
mldQIe age,.rose.from near the frontofthefew sentences, in the handwriting of the
tegud|ence with his hand upO'Toole, | prison doctor, merely describes physical

] prqryhyou S|r,tr;]1.d|ss.(=:l-nt|ng V?I(t:e"t. | attributes one would expect to witness on a
€ man, this wnterwas later to fearn, corpse following judicial execution by

drove from County Kerry to observe and hanging. (See:Getting Casement

experience what thBody of Evidence Backwardspart 02/rish Political Review,
event had to offer. He had felt compelled May 2017 See also: Ch. 1&night's

to intervene and express his dissent. Frorr]: ;

Pathol d Ed. 2004.
1, now on, in this piece, he will be referred to orensic Pathologysr )
y. simply and aptly as ‘the dissenter’.

Dt
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The man went on to challenge the
er emphasis on Casement’'s sexuality. He
gl O'Toole told him he was expected to said his sexual habitsshould be as
geask a question. As the dissenter came leveirrelevant as his eating habits, his sleeping
sediith the stage he accepted the microphonéhabits and his sense of self-regard

y from O'Toole’s hand. Now, just beside "Could you ask a questiori. O'Toole,

P the stage he was sideways on to thensistently demanded as he cutthe man off
chaudience and to the stage. before he got further than annunciating

a "tripartite system”(as he called it) in

Eyeing the three panellists some numberthe word' Casemerit the name announced



emphatically and with escalating force; you've made your poiht
the beginning of a new sentence the

h . ) The dissenter'That’s not my point, |
dissenter strived to form. An incoherent

Dudgeon and O Siochain validate the
authenticity contentionis groundless. These
works do not list what the arguments for

am not finished..."

O'Toole:"You are finished..."

Roy Foster: I' think the question of
authenticity has been proven”

forgery are much less construct counter
arguments. They lack technical awareness
in regard to how forgery could possibly
have been effected. They merely irrele
vantly point out various consistencies with

in the diaries and between the diaries and
other sources regarding, persons, events,
places and things, the fact of which nobody
challenges, least of all forgery proponents.

verbal tussle ensued between the two men.

ONE MINUTE TO MAKE POINT
O'Toole repeated that the man was
Supposed to ask a quest|0ﬁdu|d | have Dublin male voice from audiencelt"
the floor, please, a dissenting voice, for hasn't, it hasn’t’—Insistently.
three minutes?the marpleaded. The dissenter:Don’t mislead...Don’t
"Give him a chan¢ea male voice, its mislead the people
owner sounding as if he came from Dublin, Foster: Will you allow me to speak?
interjected from the audience. Muttering R€ad the appendix of Séamas O

Siochain’s 5

emerged from around the hall. . " . Dip CASEMENT HATE ENGLAND*
, L _ The dissenter... we are ordinary "Would anybody like to actually ask a
O'Toole:"... itis not fair to everybody peoplé question?'0'Toole asked the audience.

Foster: Will you stop interrupting,
me. Read theyappen%ix in tr?e gest A man asked about how Casement’s

biography of Casement by O Siochain. attitude to Britain changed from being
There is a close reading of the diaries that of a loyal servant of the Crown to one
andthe crossreferencing andthe internal of hatred.

proof of consistencies”.. Foster explained that Casement came to

_The Dublin male voice againGive o hate ‘British imperial power as it operated
him five minutes Foster went on to similarly endorse jn the world".He was upset by its hypocrisy

O'Toole: "You are here toaskan expert jeffrey Dudgeon’s biography. and the way it had attempted to undermine

anel. . . . X
P The Dublin male voice from the The dissentertiow do you explaiall his campaigns againsthuman rights abuses.
audience, now louder and impatient: the differences between the diary in However, he had many English friends and
N ’ . , L " Dublin." felt comfortable in Britain. There was no
-Sorry. Just—the pointhe’smaking isthat -~ 5-roo1e, interrupting: This is not a Anglophobia; hatred of the English and of
if somebody is hanged their anus is going ;i T ’ .
to be dilated. It is not a proof of homo %i_l;]a\logue be'lrvvteefn youlegr?e panel.  pritain as such. One can glean that from his

' ere are a lot of peopleer letters, an edition of which is neededs"

sexuality and he Conchdiyis foolish to - L
take that stuff seriouslty Foster: fyou do not understand what fascinatingas the diaries are

Before the audience member had @asking a question means, lamnotgoing But, did Foster realise just how
finished delivering himself of these words to bothet" "faSCI!’]atlng the diaries (.:OUId be?.He had
the verbal altercation broke out anew. described to the questioner a picture of

Casement’s view of Britain which, interms
of the source material available, is well
founded. Butthere is other source material

SOME OBSERVATIONS pertinent to the question which he over-
It is interesting that Foster justified looked. It comes from what he had
The dissenter:You are afraitl authenticity in terms of the biographies by described earlier asa"terrific psyche
O'Toole: "l am afraid. | am afraid of O Siochain and Dudgeon and nothing logical sourcebodk It paints an altogether
egotism destroying it for everybody more. However, in his book on the different picture.

else..” ) revolutionary generationyivid Faces There, in a diary entry for 20th July

The dissenter:What | am saying 10 5 plished in 2014, just two years before, 1910 is summed up Casement’s view of
yoS?T“ngg-T-mﬁi ive vou one minute Foster based his ‘proof’ for authenticity England andthe EnglistRéturntdasana
and you can ask ?he q)ijestion when you©" awider set of sources and gave purport{England}—beastly Hol&

are through..." ed forensic testing pride of placéhe The sentiment is mean, spiteful and

belief that the diaries thus used were uncultivated. It is at odds with the Case-

"Sit down, for God's sake-awoman  forgeries... has not survived forensic ment we thought we knew from other
called from the audience, a tone of gxamination, handwriting tests, analysis evidence. It reveals the mind of a one
exasperation. . of possible interpolation and cross- dimensional pantomime villain.

In. answer, there was vigorous sympa'checking of references with other sources Could it be this was introduced into an
”“?“C clapping. After th? clapplng SOME ahout Casement’s lifgVivid Faces Pg  existing diary by the hand of a forger to
VoIces a_sked that the dissenter sit dOWn’138, Foster, 2014) create a negative picture of the sort of
other voices, and they were fewer, asked Was it an article which appeared in the person Casement was?
that he be given a chance. History Ireland edition for July/August

AUTHENTICITY PROVEN—FosTer 2016 which sparked this change of tack, FORGERY SIMPLY ASSUMED

There was an uneasy quietMy SO as to avoid awkward questions and A woman wished to learn more ohdw
O'Toole" said the dissenter and then he €mbarrassment? The article calledhis ascent to sainthood came abouit
paused. The BlackDiaries are an Casement, Tried and TestgdPaul Hyde, O Conchuir told how growing up he
allegation against Roger Casement. Theydebunked (yet again) the Giles examina-knew nothing of Casementand only really
have never been proven. They never cariion which writers such as Foster have began to appreciate his significance from
be authenticated because they would be durned to as a justification for their authen- a conversation he had in 2010 in Spain
laughing stock ticity claims. with a woman who had read the Spanish

O'Toole, curtly and sharply:Okay, Foster’s claim that the biographies by language novelised biography by Mario
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elsé.
The dissenter:You are afraid it will
not be fair to you

There were more mutterings from the
audience.

Atthese words from Foster the audience
O'Toole: "You can not hijack the evént b_roke into supportive appl.ause and the
The dissenterj‘ban make my point in d|ssenter Walked baCk to h|S seat.

three minutes
O'Toole:".. very unfair to everybody
else
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Vargas LlosaThe Dream of the Celt. Up ONLINE AFTERMATH with an examination of copies of the diaries
to that time, O Conchuir admitted, Three weeks later, writing online, conducted by Harley Street psychiatrists
regarding Casement Knew nothing (www.casementproject.ie), O Conchuir which was passed on to the Government
"Mr O'Connor, really,you still know referred toBody of Evid_enceand what_ and discussed atCabinetsometime before
nothing about hith offered the dissenter, occurred. He wrote online that the dis- the death sentence was carried out.

from his seat in the audience. senting audience member "clearly

O'Toole: "Sorry, would you please disagreed that Casement was gay and FURTHER REFLECTIONS
stop, please stop ... people did not comethat the ‘Black’diaries are authentlc More than any other of the men executed
here to listen to you interrupting” This reveals a grave lack of comprehen-by the British in 1916 opinion on Casement

Foster gave the opinion that there Wassion of the_issues involved. It would have is sharply divided. _This createsachallenge
a rediscovery of Casement in the late been possible for Cas_ement to ha_ve_ beeror those tasked Wlth commemorating his
1960s and early 70s. Attention was drawn92Y and a_t the same time for the diaries tdegacy. Th_e obvious way to _rr_lget suc_h a
to him with the big biographies by Inglis bfa forggnes. Fprgery _of the Casemgntchallenge is t(_) organise a_ctlvmes which
and Reid. He putit down ultimately to the diaries, in the mm_ds of its propon(_ants, is, embrace_the diversity o_fv0|ces. The C_:—ase
bones being repatriated in 1965. generally, not solidly bound up with any ment Projecivas the maimeans by which

setand definite conception of Casement’sofficial commemoration of Casementwas

sexuality. Why should it be? mediated during 2016. It is a sad fact that

Itis simply false to claim that the dissent- it failed grievously to reflect this diversity.
ing audience member offered any view as Given the particular outlook on Case-
to the sexual preferences or orientation ofment of the chief organiser, an outlook
Casement. influenced by the likes of Prof Foster, the
doyerofthe so-called historical ‘revision-

Two final questions were accepted. The
first came from a man with an English
accent who wanted to know more about
the attitude of De Valera and the Catholic
Church to the sexuality question. The
second question came from awoman who O Conchir went on to claim (26 Aug  jgts, nothing else could have been expect-
wondered about Casement's CONNection2017) : ed. His dance production and film reflected
to the Irish Republican Brotherhood. "He took exception to my description 3 ‘creative' interpretation of one widely

Foster referred to the close association of the post-mortem examination of peld view of whom and what Casement
between Casement and IRB figures such  Casement that describes the dilation ofyyag The production dButterflies and
as Bulmer Hobson. He mentioned how hisanus, pointing out that all our orifices Bonesat what was understood as a family

there is a new awareness of the activities Would be dilated after a hanging. | don't
of peoble in the north such as Alice disagree with him, and wasn’t offering eyent on Ba_n_na Straf‘d' howe_ver, was
Peop the post-mortem as proof of the practices Nighly insensitive and inappropriate.

Milligan and Pat McCartan and how their 1 \yhich it was alleged the prisoner in

activities fed into whattranspired in 1916.  question had been addicted’. Instead, | No voice was given to a number of
He admitted he knew nothing of what De  was interested in the invasive treatmentdistinguished individuals who, working
Valera personally thought of the diaries  of Casement’s body andinthe subsequenin Ireland and Britain, consider the Case-
question. Neither did he know ofthe views ~ discussion of that physical probing at the ment diaries to be forgeries. They could
of the Catholic Church on the matter. highestlevels of British government.” 156 made enlightening contributions at
Regarding nationalist circles generally,  gytin his blog for 17th December 2015 organised public discussions. But, such

the view that the diaries were forged was : people, in terms of the discourseTdfe
impl 1v| t of th k of he wrote: Casement Projectyere sidelined. When

"simplyassumetlas part of the work o ; . .

"perfidious Albiot. That meantthere was In Kew, there is the letter from the Dr e |ook at the panels of speakerBatly

. . - Percy Mander, the duty prison medical ; :
no requirement on the part of nationalists offic)ér at Pentonvill)é pPrison who ©Of Evidenceand other Casement Project

to construct an analytical response to the  examined Casement's body after his events we notice they are all proponents
challenge the diaries posed. hanging to probe whether he could haveOf the controversial diaries as Va“d. docu-
But, were all nationalists so hopelessly had the sex he wrote about.'wviw. ments. Thus the range of discussion was
unreflective, as Foster alleges? Could it fearghus.net) narrowed and its quality impoverished.
be there really was an analytical response,
during the early 20th century? Denying tio
its existence obviates the thorny problem
of having to confront it on a rational level.

Thus the reason for the alleged examina- The complaint of the dissenting audier]ce

nis portrayed as one to establish iftherein\::Tgr?sr;rr?gEﬁ;rg;g‘:‘;:igireavga;eaggzg'r% d

was any evidence upon Casement’s . '
executed body which corroborated the gl;ftc?ri E:]?r?]y v(;;sE\\//vlgl(la?g;p:dn:c; T/Z?db(:\::o

) FiNIsHING UP s_ex_ual descriptions cop_talned " theWas his conlwplaintthattherewas. anunnatural

By way of concluding matters, O'Toole diaries. Clearly, O Conchdir, atthatstage,and unhealthy emphasis on Casement's
asked about further instalments Bie ~ believed the so called autopsy report . uality in evidence. And, indeed, the
CasemerRrojectthatwere stillto happen. - provided some level of evidence for the ~ . .~ Projeatid not focus on Case
O Conchuir referred to future productions diaries as authentic documents. ment's published book, nor did it focus on
of his Butterflies and Bonedance piece  His more recent explanation for the manyarticleswritten'underpseudonyms.
and a short film’'m Roger Casement constantreferencing ofthe doctor’s written The result was that he was reduced to a
based onit, to be shown on RTE televisionnote throughouThe Casement Project, body rather than an individual with
the following November. which he now accepts was medically ¢y stional, moraland spiritual dimensions.

In the event it was not screened until purposeless, is unconvincing. As for his  The casement Projelft much to be
mid-January, 2017. reference tdThe subsequent discussion yegired.

O'Toole, concluding, referred to Case- of that physical probing at the highest 1pe project received funding through
ment as a historical persona withsense of  levels of British governmentthereis a  the Department of Arts and Heritage, and
human connectigia sense of compassion, a problem; there is no evidence such athe Arts Council.
sense of an Irishidentity which is also morally discussion ever took place. He appears to Tim O’'Sullivan
connected to the rest of the world". have confused the so called autopsy reporgeries Concluded



idiots"the British took them for—because was"silenced"and not allowed speak at
to a person they had no intention ofimport- an Oxford University debate about trans-
ing that sort of thing home to Germany. gender issues. And it was women who
eS ah O rac And if the British thought they had pulled were to the fore in her 'silencing'. In the
off acoupagainst the Germans there were US—there are unparalleled numbers of
many who saw through the whole people being 'silenced' and the incredible
shenanigans andfelt allthe more offended thing is that most of them are Trumpian/
Christian/Conservative (not all of these
Brexit has—or so it seems to many— are necessary the same) voices who are
HisToRY, REMEMBRANCE,  made the British lose their senses com-reviled by a liberal Clintonite elite who
AND CULTURE pletely and with crises every second day itnow have a new term for ordinary white
Watching the "Poppy" remembrances seems that May, Johnson, Hammond,Americans; they arevhite nationalists".
in the UK, | was flicking through the UK Goveet alcouldn’t fight their way out of ~ And the factis—thatthese are for the most
News Channels and there on Sky News in@ Paper bag and seem to think that thesgart poor, badly educated people who
the third week oDctober, | was amazedto kind ofstuntswill give them some kind of have been treated abominably by their
see all the newscasters aheir guests  credibility with their own people but I political masters and who have beendenied
already wearing the Poppy. It really is think that evertheymust surely see that bytheirglobalists overlords eventhe basics
happening earlier and earlier and there isthis kind if stuff is unhelpful at the very ofadecentjob/wage notto mention health,
something quitereepyabout the whole least and totally unproductive at the very education, housing.
thing. best!
Itis one thing to see the 11th November Forthe coastal elites—these people are
and the whole Cenotaph ceremony with But "useful idiots”are to be found ajoke—literally. Listento any Hollywood/

the Royals: Queen Elizabeth Il and the never-the-less and they are in their nearesMusic super-star and they express their
royal ladies all in their deepest black neighbours. The new progressive, liberal, outrage that they are living in a country
mourning clothes closeted up in the pluralist Irish elite are all that Britain with such "red-necks; "in-breds”,
balcony of the Foreign and Common- could ask for and more. They are the "racists"etc., but some of these (and isn't
wealth Office, and the Royal Princes, with politicians, journalists, writers, academics it funny that they are usually the most
their glitzy military uniforms bejewelled €talwho decry an old Irelanithf a back  vocal about African poverty?) are the very
with medals, marching in slow step to lay ward past of deValera and the Church” same people who have been named as tax-
their wreaths amidst the politicians and so@nd who now preach so loudly and insist- cheats in either the Panama Papers or the
many soldiers. All the TV Stations did a ently of a"tolerant inclusivewe” that ~ more recent Paradise/Parasite Papers.
grab shot of the "ordinary people” observ- leaves the rest of us who do not see theifRepresentatives for Madonna, Bono, and
ing the minute’s silence throughout the "vision” very firmly out in the cold. The others who were caught, immediately
Kingdoms—and whether it was co- ousted Fine Gael Minister of Justice andreleased Press Statements to the effect
ordinated or not (and I heavily suspect theDefence Alan Shatter in his combative that it was theiraccountants/tax experts”
former)—sure enough everyone seemeddeparture used a phrase that has taken owho were responsible while they were in
on message. new life here in the Republic. He viewed the dark!! As the young today sé&yeah

But there was something about the his dismissal as having'ehilling effect”  whatever?
whole spectacle that seemed—to me—on democracy itself. (That is so typically
distinctly suspect. | hesitate to use theAlan Shatter—neverknowingly tmder Going back to théuseful idiots"that
word "fascist” (so overused these days €stimatehimself—God forbid!) we have in Ireland for Britain*glorious
and almost never in its right context!) but  That phrase has taken on a new lease ofvar-dead’, now we can add our Taoiseach,
honestly looking on from my own country life and now if anyone dissents from the Leo Varadkar, Fine Gael, who felt it was
—it simply gave me the shivers and, far given narrativeof our new elite, we are all - appropriate to go into our Dail wearing a
from convincing me that all this was an howled down as having'ahilling effect”  'Poppy’ embedded ina Shamrock (really!)
expression of free will, the opposite Onsociety,democracy, justice, orwhateverto show how much "we have matured".
seemed to be the case. you are having yourself. But did anyone see any British politician

Mostly the phrase is used to kill debate wearing the Easter Lilly to show their

And getting the hapless German soccerand it does its job very effectively. Try maturity? Of course saying that—did ye
team to wear the poppies actually had theb€ing pro-life and you are Schilled”that  see that many Irish politicians—other that
opposite effeddf historical reciprocation, Your voice is effectively closed down and Sinn Féin—wearing that symbol of Irish
if thatwas the intended outcome—but we YOou are howled out of dflational debate’  freedom—even inthese years of commem-
all know too well it was most certainly ~ The whole point of course is that oration? Andthereis Leo, whose bi-racial
not. What was very interesting to hear wasrationality itself is driven out, and all background saw his parents—Indian
the young German fans who were askedattempts to counter this very worrying doctor dad, Irish nurse Mam—meeting in
about the Poppy and they said it wastrend are treated with such howls of rage,the UK where their first daughter was
something that was never worn in Europeugly name calling, appalling language, born, going back to India and finally
but when told it"represented rememb and mob-like behaviour so that one is in coming back to Ireland where their only
rance of the war deagthey were whole- the end usually silenced”. Unless of son was born.
heartedly against war and therefore Courseone is very brave and there are still
thought it a good idea.. some of these people left an? truly thus_Hospital School’, a very pricey Church of

But they were certainly ndthe useful  does our democracy benefit Ireland establishment founded in 1669.

One need only look on at the UK where Then he went onto Trinity College Dublin
It Is Time the great feminist writer Germaine Greer (where else?), where he studied Law before
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Leo was educated in ‘The King's
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switching to Medicine. What | found societyin 1906. Underneath an aestheti
interesting is that, in arecent speech in thepleasing, copula, there is a magnificq
Dail, he employed the revisionist term statue of Cathleen Ni Houlahan (Irelan
used by Roy Fostet alto name-call Sinn  with a Celtic Cross underneath her a
Féinas meaniﬂ@urselves Alone'Wwhich and1 |y|ng against her, the Harp; andth

al,

iy November Brexit
mdevelopments

N,

made me wonder had he any knowledgeon the next tier of the monument, are the A Proposal arising from close consult-

of either the Irish Ianguage orour hiStOfy? four heroic figures of Tone, DaviS, Dwye
Even with the most rudimentary know- (left arm after falling off or some act g
ledge of our language—anyone canyandalism), and O’Neill Crowley with

translate Sinn Féin as meanifig/e  the dates below them: 1798, 1803, 1§
ourselves!'so why would our Taoiseach gnd 1863.

be so linguistically ignorant? Or was it
justanother opportunistic political ployto  After several requests by the citizens
try and demean the only significant all- Cork, Cork City Council cleaned up tH
Ireland Party?
monument for the centenary celebratio
If any of my readers have a moment— pyt they refused to consider furth
take a look at the Wikipedia page on ‘The refurbishment, including the very nece
King's Hospital School’ and be informed  sary proper cleaning of the limestone itse

r ations between Michel Barnier's Task

¢ Force and the Irish Government that the
effective border between Ireland and the

48UK should be delineated by the Irish Sea
represents the main recent development
inthe Brexit negotiations. Thisis discussed

ofin some detail below.

e  Other key developments in November

detritus and litter that surrounded the include decisions regarding the destination

s Cities for the European Medicines Author-
by ity (EMA) and the European Banking
5- Authority (EBA), the continuing progress
If. through the British House of Commons of

of its history. (And, incidentally the, for yet the City Councillors had no problefn the EU Withdrawal Bill, and the collapse

them, low Iylng status onthe CUrrentleaguewith g|v|ng our taxpayer’s money to th

table of school performance, in which tyne of 220,000 to the British Legion’
Cork’s Presentation College is the top all World War 1 memorial.

|
out performer) We asked foparity and were parodied

But where Leo is helping to forge a ourselves as being fixated'mid history".

newer, glossier, maturéius", 1 was
amazed to read in our oviavening Echo
here in Cork 11th November, 2017 that
the World War 1 Memorial in South Mall
. . And our State has even outsourced
—almost beside the Electric Restaurant—,, . . . - .
. . Irish University Review’a copy of which
has now been quietly renamed ‘The Heroes, . . .
: X this morning was delivered to our dod
Column’ We were informed that wreaths

dead and gone contrary to Padraig Pear
assertion!

It seems that the Fenian dead are indge

L of the talks on the formation of the next
German Government. The EMAwillmove
to Amsterdam, the EBA to Paris. While
some Tory rebels have objected to the
inclusion in the Withdrawal Bill of a pre-
Ec{ise date when Brexit will come into force,
[~ the Westminster Government has respond-
P€ &d by proposing a Withdrawal Agreement
and Implementation Bill which would
facilitate changes to the schedule and
hearrangements about a transition period.
The political crisis in Germany will im-
r:' pinge on the Brexit talks by reducing

3

will be laid by the Defence Forces, The E?:\Zfrssﬁ Ofnt:; R?gdatljcl\g:"i.t ii': ?uég
Royal Munster Fusileers, the Western y P '
Front, the Royal British Legion and others.

granite, which was right by the roadside, visionist heavy hitters make huge effolts

then disappeared into the earth—where itto get their material into it. And we a
was literally entombed by Cork City know that what is to Britain’s favour is t
Council. But, due to the outcry of the Ireland’s disfavour so the question has
public, it was somewhat re-instated. Now be askedQui Bond And equally
itis only to be seen at the back of the site—important—why does our State allow th
making it as insignificant as possible. kind of thing to continue?
This was erected by the people of Cork in
1984 and it was a true monument to the What interested me about reading
indiscriminate slaughter of hundreds of onLeo Varadkarwasthat he Weslected"
thousands of people. Such a monumentor the ‘Washington Ireland Program’
held the eye for a long moment of true (American spelling) whicH'prepares
reflection on the horrors of war. ambitious young people for futur
leadership roles" Even looking at the
Now with ‘The Heroes Column’
wreathed with "Poppies" there is a very there is no mention whatsoever of wi

different ambience to the whole area andpays for the six-month internship of thoge
what one feels is not the loss and grief ofchosen but it does say that they hgv

war but instead itimsidious glorification  "received supportftom the Irish, UK and

US Governments—but | can see Geolge
And what now of our National Monu- Soros’s hand behind the puppeteers. A nf:

ment, which is situated not that far from while the fake media goes on about Russ
the World War Imemorial? It truly isa  interference, nobody questions British
magnificent limestone monument and was Americanreal interference.

certainly say without fear of contradictign
that it is still our tax-payers who pay for if.

What is very noticeable is how the Our State makes sure of that, but doegn’t
lovely memorial to the people of Hiro- take control of the content which is go
shima and Nagasaki, a fine slab of simplemuch to Britain’s favour that all the rg-

Wikipedia page of this secretive program

German involvement over the next few
months, a time which may turn out to be
critical.

EscALATION OF IRISH BORDER

AS ISSUE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS
On 15th October, at the conclusion of
the European summit of that date, in res-
| ponseto British assertions about the need
to avoid the return of a hard Border in
Ireland, Michel Barnier promised to pro-
vide ‘further refinementof six Guiding
is Principles on Ireland. These were describ-

ed in a Guiding Principles document,

published by the EU on 6th September,
which was a response to a UK paper of
August 14th which talked vaguely about
an undefined customarrangement’

In the Guiding Principles document it
was stated thatBbrder issues are broader
than economic questiohsThen on
November 8th a new Working Paper on
"Ireland from the Barnier Task Force was

o ) .
| _ circulated which spelled out in greater

t

D
to

=

P

e

’edetail how areas of North-South co-
operation;as provided by the Good Friday
Agreement (GFA)would be adversely
ffected by Brexit. The paper clearly
iar{dentiﬁed Brexit as a threat to the GFA.

Seven priority areas recognised by the
North/South Ministerial Council atits last

or

unveiled by the Cork Young Ireland Julianne Herlihy ©

meeting in November 2016 covered areas



like environment, health, agriculture, that Irish opinion should not lose sight of  In describing the lower status that the
transport, education/higher education, "the importance that Northern unionists issue of the Border would receive in phase
tourism, energy, telecommunications, attach to their British identity This 2 Naughton referred rhetorically to the
broadcasting, inland fisheries, justice andargumentwas answered the following daytwo teams of negotiators aké Brussels
security, and sport, were examined byby a John Naughton of Leopardstown, bureaucrats and the mandarins of
Task Force officials. Inline withatechnical Dublin 18, who advised the Taoiseach Perfidious Albion Inthe context of recent
mapping exercise that had been agreedind Minister for Foreign Affairs tdiold  developments a disparaging reference to
early on in the talks process, the areas othe liné on the grounds that failure to EU officials is misplaced. The particular
North-South co-operation were further agree a solution regarding the Border inteam of Brussels bureaucrats that produced
broken down into 142 areas. In a long phase 1 of the talks would risk relegating the Working Paper on Ireland have shown
report published on the RTE website Tony the issue to ayargaining-chip statusn acommitment equal to, if not greater than,
Connelly states: the wider trade talks in phase 2. that of the Government to defending the
"It was becoming clear that, as they  Neither of the correspondents chose togains of the Northern Peace Process.
waded through all 142 areas in detail, focus attention on the underlying threat to  Still, regardless of the threat of a com-
officials on both sides were discovering the GFA that the Working Paper highlight- plete breakdown in the negotiations or of
more and more areas of North South ed, but Mr Naughton at least understood thata DUP-induced UK General Election,
activity that were touched by EU law." 3 Government climb-down in response to responsibilities that both lie firmly with
) ) UK pressure at this stage would send thethe UK side, John Naughton’s message of
Connelly considerscrucial’ the man-\yyong signal. Conceding to British pressure supportto the Governmertgld the ling,
ner in which EU responsibility for cross o this issue would represent a betrayal ofrepresents the best advice that can be
border co-operationin Ireland was divided {he million people living in Border areas offered in current circumstances.

in the Working Paper into two areas: yhose vital interests aefected. Dave Alvey
economic integration and support for the

GFA. Hedrives home the point by quoti
the final paragraph from the Workin
Paper as follows:

"It consequently seems essential for
the UK to commit to ensuring that a ha
border ontheisland of Ireland is avoidef,
including by ensuring no emergence ¢f  There's anidea around that the rulers ofafter a successful conclusion of the war.
regulatory divergence from those rulgs Gaelic Ireland were peculiarly oppressive  The appeal to the masses seems not to
of the internal market and the Custo . .

Union which are (or may be in the futur and cruel to thg lower-class popglatlon. have turned outwell.'ltqppears theirregular
necessary for meaningful North South AlsO, there’s an idea that the Gaelic poetsforces were very undisciplined and behaved
cooperation, the all-island economy arjd were extreme snobs, hirelings and flatter-destructively. However, the significant point
the protection of the Good Friday ers of the lords, who never stood for is that this move was actually made and that
Agreement.” anything larger than the lord’s interest. | O Bruadair accepted it. In his later poems he
think both these ideas are wrong. All | canis trying to deal with all that has since
Responses to the Working Paper fromqo here is throw out a few thoughts at happened. He defends the decision of the
British and Ulster Unionist sources have yandom, to conclude what I've had to say lords to make a treaty and go abroad, and in
been predictably hostile. Writing in the apoutThe Popular Mind in Eighteenth- reasoned statements he criticises the ireegul
EnglishTelegraph, columnistRuth Dudley century Irelancby Vincent Morley. ars or rapparees. To wastefully slaughter
Edwards stated: Until the French Revolution it was huge numbers of cattle; to plunder many

"But now we learn from a leakedq generally assumed throughout Europe thatpoor people who were supporters of the cause
Commission paper that, far from allowing society should be and would be led by an—how could this possibly bring good results?
the parking of more intractable issuep, aristocracy. This was the assumption in O Bruadair's response was ignorantly
gslglg%‘li‘i’g;'ggé‘ggttggggsgc')‘;f]'g‘gttgs ,fritain, France, Spain and Germany, as welldistorted by Sean O'Faoléin in the first
negotiations to ‘exert maximum leverage' as Gael'lc Irelarjd. When a poet like Daibhi O chaptgr of his biography of Daniel O'Gon
(as one EU source putit). Itwould demard Bruadair, making poetry a century before nell, King of the Beggardt would be good
that that the UK either stay in the customs theé French Revolution, speaks up for theif some fair-minded person took up this
union (which it has ruled out) or give native aristocracy, he’s just being normal. A theme again and set out what can reasonably
Northern Ireland special status, whidh politically aware person elsewhere in Europe, be said for O Bruadair and against him.
unionists would reject as a staging postitoin anything like a similar situation, would
a united Ireland" (Telegraph 3.10.17). surely have done the same.

Review, Part 4

Vincent Morley, Lords and Poets

Anyhow, O Bruadair was a highly
trainedfile, the most gifted of his time. In

GOVERNMENT SHOULD ‘HOLD THE LINE’ The Jacobite War of 1689-91 was the lasthis openness to popular movements and

South of the Border, opposition hgs great political and military effort of the sensitivity to popular conditions he might
come from former Minister for Justic@ remaining Gaelic and Gaelic-Norman lords. be seen as a transitional figure, connecting
Alan Shatter in the form of a letter to the To increase the strength of resistance to thehe older professional poets with those
Irish Times In the letter (21 November)| Williamite invaders, a decision was made to 18th century poets whom Morley writes
which was headetBrexit—Government| armthe masses. Or, atleast, to encourage thabout. (One should note that the latter
must tread carefully Shatter argued thal massesto turn outwith home-made weaponsalso, the great majority if not all of them,
itwas time to recognise that Irish concerfisThis move was acknowledged by O Bruadair still saw merit in a native aristocracy—as
aboutthe Border could only be definitively in one of his poems. He accepts that suchdid most people throughout the length and
addressed in tandem with a trade dealpeople must come up in the social scale:breadth of Europe. For thisthey are subjected
between the two negotiating teams, andthey too deserve to figure among the winnersto Sean O’Faolain’s demagogic scorn.)
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THE PrROEESSIONAL POETS overwhelmed". One has to try to see things as a
The older poets certainly had grander From this we gather that the lower reasonable personwithinthe Gaelic culture
airs. But even they were not really the orders too could get poetry to their tasteswould have seen them at that time. For
monsters of snobbery that O’Faolain and("the amhran of women and laboureys" example, there’s a substantial work of
Frank O’Connor liked to claim. Not just that, but at the time when this history from the 1350s, th€aithréim
A top-class poet would expect to be poem was composed the lower-class tast& hoirdhealbhaighywhich begins by noting
highly paid and respected. But it seemshad spread to the higher class. The poethat the English invasion of 1169 was a
that such a poet went around with a groupputs it all down to economy, but one disaster for Gaelic Ireland. Politically,
of artists and performers, some of themsuspects there was more to it than that. whatever had been developing was
anything but grand and snobbish—for vivisected. Afterwards there was
example, the professional gamblerscalled Two centuries later the same probleminescapable complication.
cearrbhaigh or themeirdrighe(usually — arose again. This time round the elite
translated as prostitutes, but | think they poets decided they couldn't beat the
had some kind of striptease act). Theamhranmakers and proceeded to join
lower-order artists were part of a fraternity, them. In the late 16th century Tadhg Dall
and they had some protection. And the topO hUigin and other masters produced
ranks of poetry had a certain intake of highly artistic versions of some of the
ideas, themes, literary forms, and evenamhranforms, and thestart song"types
personnel from the ranks below them. remained in currency for the next two
centuries. Simpler or rougher types of .
. : , : . . slow process. Many years might be
As | mentioned in last month’s article, amhranwere also being made, of course, ired- it would take patience and
formally a top-class poet was required to be but down to the time of Sean O Tuama and SaUred: 1 . b
. . (This, | believe, was the
the son and grandson of top-class poets. Ibeyond him to Eoghan Ruadh, there werd crseverance ( ' '

view of the poets, who were primary agents

practice, new names keep appearing in theartists who kept an upward pressure on giving the Anglo-Norman lords a new

record over “”?‘?- E.VGD the surnames ofstandards by insisting on making the best'culture and a sense of new prospects.)
some elite families indicate descent from

lower-class poets: Mac an Bhaird, On Chainte. ! X ORDS . : .
The cros%in were very disrespectable Much has been written in denigration A generation ago Katharine Simms
of the Gaelic lords. | would simply say PublishedFrom Kings to Warlordsher

oets, and in some of the ancient laws the - -~ .
P . . . ythat, if they really were as bad as they'vedescription of how the rulers of Gaelic
are even called diabolic. Butin the course ofb ted. it kable that thelreland allegedly changed their political
time their type of performancerosantachy ~ 2€€M painted, 1ts remarkable that the

was taken into the elite poets’ repertoire. In English had 1o mgke such a long _andnatures. In this context she ignored the
reconstructed form it consisted of passagesCOStl_y effortto getrid of them and, having Anglo-Norman barons. However, one
of verse in avery graceful regular metre with 90t 11d Of them, that they weren't able to could deduce that they too, though they
elaborate harmonies. Between those versé€PIace them with any system able to winhad neverbeenkings, were to some extent
sections there were passages of a kind Opopular accepta_nc_e. drawn into the degenerative process of
comedy, where the poet cracked jokes and One way of thinking about Ireland SeeSESaeIdom. As for t-.he poets, her essay on
told provocative stories. itasHibernia Anglicana, "English Ireland” Bards and Baronshclt:des the sweeping
Similarly, the metre calledroighneach ~ (netitle of abook by the great Ascendancydogmatic statement:Bards did not
(“briary metre"), which was associated with NiStorian Richard Cox, which appeared in influence their patrons cullture and
lower-class poets, was worked up to produce1689'90)_' Cox’sargumentwasth_atIreIandDOhthS, they reflected themln other
avirtuoso poem with breath-taking rhymes. only beg_lns to amount to anything wh_en words, they were r,m_)ut_hp|ece.s, mere
And eventually the same thing happened tothe English take it in hand. A later work in decorators ofthe lord’s individual interest.

the most popular of all the forms of poetry, the same vein wakeland Under the
theamhranor song.

In the Book of Magauranthe earliest ) i .
surviving family poem-book, there’s a 14th allowing for the fact that his wealthy wife
century poem which begins with complaints relieved him of the need to work) and a

aboutthe currentfashion foramhgmongst matster:z V\;rlter—:f you lggloredﬂ&e goot-
the nobility. This leavethe true poet'in notes, the four volumes refand Under

difficulty, with the inferior article being ﬁ?n be re_ad _alrr;ost “kle fﬂ?vel' He end
preferred to his high-class work. Is narrative In the early 14th century, ata
"Amhran has got rid of profit and art; moment of failure: that is when English
the amhran of women and labourers has Ir‘nongrch_lcal_ orcljler begins to lose out ©an inspirational and central presence in
drained colour from true poetry. Celtic tribalism", which will eventually Gaelic culture, for a couple of centuries
Only princes who hoard their wealth have to be suppressed by the EIizabethans.ﬂ Elizab th’ 43 P dc I
and give no time to their pleasures find  Butall of this has an artificially narrowed ‘:]‘ gr ; Hza ti la” p ames an (;"m"‘f
morr]e,charén mh thel peddleri gf mean context. The factis, fragmentation of power the dr%eenir I:ngrs Sir?(\:llirdsiias t?]r; ngt?'
amhranandin shapeless crookedpoetry.” 4iq ot make Ireland unigue in Europe. ' 9 P

Contemporary Germany was a similar rent-free estates. The truth is thatfihieh
The poet points out that for payment patchworkofprincipalities,exceptthatthesewere not_pnnmpallyservants ofindividual
lords. First and foremost, they were

|ts.en_ough to give thamhranmakers, were not partly products of arecent conquest. e
their dinner. Unlike the true poet, they're There would be as much justification for servants of a culture and a tradition.

not looking for cattle or gold. The sad referring to"Teutonic tribalism’ but so far John Minahane
resultis that "all the sweet poets are being s | know this is never done. Series Concluded

How would a reasonable Gael have
viewed the state of things about 13507?

| think he was easily able to imagine a
simplification and a more coherentIreland,
while knowing there was no quick way to
achieve that. Given the fragmentation
wrought by the invasion, it followed that
the shaping of Irish power would be a

THE GAELIC LoRDS

To my mind, this is a restatement of
Orpenism. Katharine Simms trivialises
the character of the Irish princes, who in
reality remained as much princes as their
German contemporaries, and doubly
trivialises the poets who kept vigour in the
5princely culture. If the poets had been no
more than the mouthpieces and hirelings
of lords, it is impossible to believe that
their lineal successors could have remained



enables its members to see and feel sense

in life. That last quality is the decisive

reason why the societies we have called
Between Two Civilisations "civilisations", unless destroyed by suicide

i o or external force, have lasted hundreds,
A common explanation of why the the changed situation and the need forgyen thousands, of years. If a political and

Westis in turmoil is thepopulist' risings  corresponding adjustments, abolishedinteliectual construct lacks that critical
againstthe ascendancylitferal political Christian prayer in its schools. In the quality, it presents, rather than a sense-
and cultural elites'But the root cause of following years, the rejection of Europe making framework for life, senselessness.
the disorder lies further back: in the after- was reaffirmed by American professors | the case of the present Western stop-
math of the nuclear massacres of Hiro-and students marching behind postersyap, the absence of a venerated source for
shima and Nagasaki when the West faileddecrying the DWEMS -Dead White {ne ryles and their supporting values,
to repent, as it had repented the JewistEuropean Male philosophers and writers. .ompined with the hybrid and therefore
Holocaust. Those massacres and that Official America introduced and ,coherent nature of the whole, are the key
subsequentfailure signalled that the Euro-imposed a hybrid Godless morality. factors producing this dire condition and
pean civilisation that Europeans had To the legitimisation of atomic mass- the effects of it. It recalls the fate of
brought with them to America had begun acre were added new rules for religion and"primitive tribes” when imperialistic
to end. sexual relations, for abortion and porno- \western powers made them add elements
The French Revolution and the Germangraphy, for the promotion of female and s European values and rules to their pre-
Nazis had wanted to end it but had failed. non-white people,andforcorrectIan(;;uagevious|y coherent moral systems derived
The Russian Bolsheviks were still hoping use. All this was overlaid on a layer of f,om avenerated source. The result for the
to end it but were anticipated by America, inherited moral rules from the discarded {/ipes was the absence of such a source for
leading the West, when it not only refused civilisation. This redefining of right and {he now incoherent moral system with a
to repent for its nuclear massacres butwrong was accompanied by a definition resulting senselessness that produced
hammered that refusal home by continuingof people as individuals rather than com- 5nomie or normlessness: spreading
to manufacture atomic bombs and working munities, with a preference for individuals gjcoholism, sexual licence, suicides and
on making hydrogen bombs. Britain and living multiculturally. falling fertility. Noting that last, there can
France followed the American lead. The new elements of this new frame- be little wonder, given the similarly caused
Thus the West, led by America, enteredwork for life were derived largely from jnconherence of the stop-gap’s values and
an intercivilisational period* as Western the writings of Americanintellectualswho jjes system, that in the USA the two
Europe had done in the fifth century when had called themselves left-liberals. After |o\yest fertility rates are those of white
Germanic and Slavic peoples overrantheir ideology had been officialised, it people and of the Native Americans.
Roman civilisation in the Western Roman occurred to its activists that they could Instinctively, human responses to the
Empire—a period whose start has beenbetter win acceptance by calling them- o,counter of consciousness with senseless-
called by historians the Age of Migrations selves plain"liberals", thereby suggesting ness are one or other of three deliberate
or of Chaos. An intercivilisational period, theywere continuers of the classical Liber- 5tions: temporary suspension of con-
such as we are now experiencing, isalism which had won prestige and wide g¢joysness: narrowing of its range to a
inevitably a period of socio-political, moral acceptance in late European civilisation ge(f.inflicted physical pain orits permanent
and intellectual disorder. —while implying by the small-I spelling  g[imination: effects producible by,
Official America attempted a repair of the word that they were simply broad- respectively, mind-blurring drugs or
that took the exit from European civilis- minded, generous people. The America”binge-drinking, physical self-harm and
ation into account. Previously, when the state and business corporations, leadingicide. The epidemics of drug-taking and
bomber crew had been about to take offmass mediaincluded, perceiving the profit binge-drinking and the high frequency of
for Japan with their lethal cargo, Official that could be made from the new rules Ofse|f_harming and suicide which have
America, in the person of an air force behaviour, language and societal defini- characterised the West since the 1970s

Svr;]aep;]lari]ré, gggrsetélégge; E;Lr;ngg;c&—sopﬁﬁlétion, backed the ‘liberal agenda’. reﬂeq the widespreqd encounter of
Old and New Testaments in the following In competition with the Soviet Union’s sensitive Westerners with senselessness.

diffusion of its atheistic collectivist system

into its East European satellites, America  ~fter the fall of a civilisation there are
Almlghty Father, who wilt hear the exported its new hyb”d mora”ty and alWayS Stop_gaps' In the wake of the

prayer of them that love thee, we individualistic sociology to its West- collapse of Roman civilisation in Western

pray thee to be with those who brave European satellites:Swinging London" Europe, transient Germanic kingdoms

the heights of thy heaven and
who garry the)lé)attle to our enemies... |€d the way with cheers from young and preceded the emergence of the new,

May they, as well as we, know old for a new thing callettonsumerism” European civilisation that restored sense

thy strength and power, and armed Thus the West as a whole had acquired &" life, enduringly, for its multinational
with thy might may they bring this stop-gap replacement for its discardedMEMPErs. In some respects, notably its

war to arapid end. In the Name of Jesusiyilisation. Christianity and in Continental Western
Christ, Amen. A stop-gap, not a new civilisation. A Europe civil law, it continued its Roman

Subsequent to those formally blessedCivilisation, we know from history, is a predecessor.
massacres, Official America, recognising Political and intellectual construct  But a successor civilisation is not
involving a large number of people. It has inevitably, even partly, a continuation of
* This corrects the subtitle of my 1996 book a coherent set of values and rules derivedts predecessor. The opposite was the case
Uncertain Dawn: Hiroshima and the from a venerated source—god, seer,when islam replaced Byzantine civilisation

Beginning of Postwestern Civilisatioit has . . . - . .
notgtlgeglug yet. st lawgiver, holy man or the ancestors—that in the Middle East. Michel Houillebecq in

21

words:




22

his novelSubmissioias dared to predi
a Muslim future for France. And, o

Dublin and London. Her personal life in hardworking people. It's a small world
no way interfered with my admiration for and you soon get to know who is being

present showing, a post-Europepnher wit, deep knowledge of theatre, andleaned-on.

civilisation, if it came about within 5
years or so, would be likely to have Islgm National theatre.
asits principal religionin Western Euro

charm. She to me was a one-woman Irish

It might be a well-known gay director
and a young male actor who was having a
bad time with the director's intimidation

At the opposite extreme of possibility |s

Many Abbey operatives find well-paid (erstwhile National Theatre, London). He

Chinese civilisation which has seemgd jobs as directors in what is supposed to behas complained to fellow-actors and they
always to succeed itself in essentiglslrish-American theatre because wealthytry and work out how to help him. Some-
regardless of the political regime. In shart, Irish-Americans, usually women, come times it's a female actor but years ago they
the possibilities for us, or perhaps for aur sniffing around the Abbey to recruit. They weren't so helpful because the female is
childrens’ children. are many. recruit on the myth that the Abbey is a very pretty and it might be her fault. It can
Desmond Fennell| national theatre interested in serious Irisheven be a gay being leaned on by another
Dr. Fennell's autobiography eut Being | iSSU€S. gay in a position of authority.
Normal: MyLifein Abnormal Circumstances Theatre is a microcosm of society.
(Somerville Press) was published recently Wilson John Haire.
Several of his other works are availal 8 November 2017
from Athol Books at
https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

Like all organisations there is predatory
le sexual behaviour in theatre and everyone
one knows who this very small elementis.
There are female heterosexual predators,
lesbian ones, male gays, male heterohttps:/
/www.atholbooks-sales.orgsexual. B{it
they are usually middle-class with
Reflections On Theatre definite bourgeois outlook. Say just aftgr Chaos In Kenya,-
_ 1917 the communist playwright Maxi Peaceful Transition
You don't have a national theatre in Gorky came over to London with his pl
Ireland. What you have is English provin- “The Lower Depthslooking to have it[ |n Zimbabwe
cial theatre with one eye on the West Endproduced. Itwould beifhe allowed himself  £yerything is going as expected:
theatre of London or Broadway. But it tobe fucked by a gay impresario, followgd All the scare headlines Concérned
doesn't even work as a try-out theatre, forpy having to fuck the female theatre age tZimbabwe. while Kenva was ianored
no one in London theatre wants their stuff then having a threesome with the director In Kenya{ tribalism isythe usugl problém
now, it has all gone so pathetic. and his wife—would they then produce manifested in a disputed election with
The Gate as provincial theatre is just his play, and in doing so go against th I ery low turn-out. We will count the dea
S |ater, but it will only be black on black

another venue for successful stuff coming imperial interests? Gorky's work wa
eventually done in London by a small gack in 2007, it was maybe a thousang,

from England. They don't dpeasant
drama about serious issues within the socialisttheatre. Butin sexual CompoSitign mavhe more, they weren't counted, blit
€-they were of a different tribe: so what7!

country, North or South. Irish playwrights  jtwas no different than mainstream theat
This is where a white colonialist can shot

African News

are told they are not well-known enough. with everyone contributing in writing,
Samuel Beckett is thought of as an Irish- set-building and directing on a shoestring 5 «native” and get off easy
man who made-good in the Europeanthere was just polite dating. '
sense and his many pessimistic and Nobody is dead
suicide-note dramas reflectthe dismalsoul  you might ask attimes about subsidis¢d Accordingtotﬁe Britmedia. one butchdr
of the Irish nation. He once said he theatre in London—what sex is it at tHe replaces another, but ‘'our kith and kin'
preferred France at war more than Irelandmoment? One well-known theatre h i
at peace (during WW2). been lesbian controlled, soitwas pointl
When I had productions on atthe Abbey to send anything there unless it involved
and Cork Opera House and at the Lyric, them. It didn't work for them though the
Belfast, it was because the plays had beenook so many of theirkindintothe running " | forgot, there was all that wa
produced in England first. ofit. Thenit's back to being better-balanc dpromi,sed at Lancaster House in 1979

The Abbey can be found listed under sexually. Now its all male gay anditmight grely that would trouble the gre
provincial theatre in the British theatre notbe agood thing to send anything thefe, ishwoman, Clare Short, who as a Briti
publicationThe Stagelt's been like that That imbalance didn't work out either capinet Minister in 1997 said nothin
for many years. No one at the Abbey despite their gay recruitment. Now itls a5 owed as "New Labour" could betr
thought to complain. back to being balanced again—the right 1oy Government promises, because she

Oneofthesexualpredators;attheAbbeynumber of gays of both sexes and ey as rish, a colonised. rather than |a

heterosexual in equal numbers. Buttherg'sgoniser. (Easy for her to forget her

as | remember, back in the 1970s, was aa woman director, Scottish, Protestat, i - "
leading female actor, highly intelligent ’ ; ‘privileges as a beneficiary of a Britis

: . . who won't look at anything Irish unless |t
and more nationalist-minded than most. . . L
; is Ulster loyalist and, as most of it is gf
The then female overall Director of the 0 .
. . poor quality, it doesn't get done exceptjin
Abbey had to continually shift seats when . -
! Protestant Scotland. She will do Britis
she was present and at times run from her

: . . : Army stuff though. The English don'’
She was having relationships with two seem to notice whatis going on becausg of,, - N0 Si
other female actors at the theatre. Living going fn Zim and exports are soaring since 200,

also in England, she had heterosexual®" 'MPerialinstincts. earning 684m dollars for the country i
flings. | met up with her many times in ~ Most of theatre is generally just full of 2016 (See London papéy29.11.17).

In Zim, obviously it's far more serious

Ssafe. The new President has promisgd
Scompensation to the white land-robbe
so all is happy—except where is th

money?

grammar school education and career|in
the British civil service)
Tom Doherty
NB

Record numbers are growing tobacq
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the democratic British Parliament that the
Irish must take an Oath to the Crown in
order to become independent of it—there
was a small group of unexplained killings
. . in West Cork which the History Depart-
The Russian Revolution ment of Cork University supported British
Canadian Peter Hart in magnifying into
ereligious genocide. Apart from this con-
coction there was amere hintat Communist
revolution in a couple of Creameries.
The bourgeois social settlement of 1903,
with its Land & Labour component, held
fast through all the mayhem that Britain
could generate, and through the Free State

100th Anniversary

Lenin died in 1924, after being unable ed the scheme, fearing that the end of th
to direct his State for more than ayear. Hisgrievance of landlordism would under-
party was the dictatorial governing power. mine the Home Rule movement. Balfour
It had defeated the landlord/Tsarist hoped that it might. O'Brien was certain
insurgency in the Civil War, and had that it would strengthen the demand for
beaten off the military intervention by the national independence.

Western Democracies at the end of the That bourgeois revolution in the land

World War. But the social revolution it was accomplished, against Redmonditeterror that it left behind it.

had actually accomplished was the middle class resistance, in the Southern

bourgeois revolution in the countryside. part of the country in the course of a few
years. One of the organisations active in

When the Tsarist State crumbled in itwasthd.and and Labour Associatier
February-March 1917, nominal state powerin Marxist terms, a combination of
fell to the urban middle class. But there was contradictories. they lostthe elections of 1932 and 1933 to
adisintegration of state power rather than an De Valera's anti-Treaty movement they
inheritance of it. The middle class became  Cork University set its face against this concluded that things were about to fall
the nominal ruling class unexpectedly. It anomalous Irish bourgeois revolution, and apart. The Universities were dominated
did not overthrow the Tsarist State, and it in support of Redmond's disregard of it, by those who had made the Treaty settle-
was taken by surprise by its collapse. Theapout forty yeas ago. The moving spiritin ment with Britain in 1921-2. Although
event might be called the bourgeois this, as far as | can judge as a completgpe Treaty had been an incitement to a
revolution, butinfact the eventbroughtwith gutsider from academia, WaSthefrighte”eddegree of political disorder, they imagined
it neither a functional bourgeois State nor amind of Professor Dermot Keogh. Keogh that it was the basis of all b,ourgeois social
bourgeois social revolution. Both remained was on the editorial staff of the Fianna Fail order. And they saw De Valera as the Irish
to be accomplished. daily paperThe Irish Pressin 1972. He  kerensky. (Kerensky was the last head of

And Leninaccomplished the mainbody was presentatdemonstrations at the British,e incompetent Russian Provisional
of the bourgeois revolution as the meansgmbassy in Dublin, in response to the Government that Lenin swept aside.)
of establishing a socialist state. He Bloody Sunday administrative massacre They saw De Valera as a weak figure-
undertook to abolish the system of largein Derry. The Embassy was burned down.head behind which the Communist forces
landed estates and transfer land to thegovernment Ministers treated this as quite\yere mustering in the form of the IRA. At
tenant-farmers—whom itis customary to a moderate response to the Derry atrocity some opportune moment he would be set
call peasants in this connection, so let'shyt Keogh was overcome with a vision of aside by these. Abookwith the tideuld
call them peasants. Fascism. His remedy seems to have beefye|and Become Communistas publish-

He accomplished the substance of theto devise means of suppressing thoughieq by a senior Treatyite academic. The
bourgeois revolution in rebellion against ghout the North, and the War that Was gnswer was that it could. But an effective
the middle class Provisional Government. going on in it, by directing the academic counter to Communism had been found

mind into a Byzantine maze of sociology. gince 1917: Fascism.

Something similar had happened in  Cork University hasrecently published  Fascism. a combination of radical
Ireland fourteen years earlier. There waswhat—at five kilos—must be the heaviest socialism ;;md nationalism. had been
a kind of middle-class Government-in- pook published since Fox's Protestantgeyised by Mussolini—a re,volutionary
waiting headed by John Redmond. Its martyrology, theBook Of Martyrsinthe  socialist who became an iredentist Italian
policy wastoletthings be untilafavourable 1640s. It is not about the Irish bourgeois nationalist in 1914 and helped Britain to
conjuncture at Westminster put it in reyolution at all. Itis only a poor attempt bring Italy into the War. In the immediate
subordinate command in Ireland. There ata Comprehensive account of the War Ofpost—War period he formalised this
was peasant discontent with the |and|0rd|ndependence_ The revolution was combination as a political party and
system. The peasants had ambition toaccomplished a generation earlier. imposed national order on the social
become landowners. A radical bourgeoisNationalist Ireland had settled down into glements that were flying apart. And
intelligentsia—I think it is reasonable to gn orderly social structure when it voted Churchill. as a senior British Cabinet
give thatname to the tendency representegh 1918 to have independent government.\jinister ,went to Rome in the late 1920s
by William O'Brienand Canon Sheehan—  The British decision to take no account g go pu,blic homage to him as the saviour
devised a scheme for the ending ofof the Election and to govern by military of Eyropean civilisation from Communism
landlordism, which they put to the British power in defiance of the electorate was an_gnq who knows but that is what he
Government, which was then in the handsincitement to social disorder. Itfound that ¢ryally was?
of the reforming Unionist administration very little disorder could be provoked. Sothe Treatyite Cumann nanGaedheal
under Balfour. The O'Brien//Balfour There was none worth mentioning during that was becoming Fine Gael, did the right,

collaboration arranged for the abolition of the first phase. Treatyite thing in 1933 by becoming
landlord estates by means of state- Fascist

subsidised peasant purchase. During the second phase—the 'Civil
The Redmondite Establishment oppos-War', brought about by the insistence of But the Ireland that was seen by
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About fifteen years after Lenin's
October Revolution, a Fascist movement
was launched in nationalist Ireland by
those Britain had leftin command. When
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Treatyite eyes, through the prism of British their own authority. One of these groupsanalytical laying bare of opportunist and
political understanding, was a delusion. put an end to Luxemburg's democraticliquidationist ideals. He would not let the
Bourgeois Ireland of the 1903 social socialist agitation against the ineffective party make a progressive accommodation
revolution had settled down quickly and Social Democratic Governmentby killing with Tsarism. He made it stand in
was essentially undisturbed by British her. The remains of her movement werefundamental hostility until an opportunity
provocations from 1914 to 1922. It was later absorbed into the Leninistcommunistfor fundamentalist action appeared. And,
effectively hegemonic, with its Land and Party. Her prison pamphletonthe Russiarif no such opportunity appeared in his
Labour element. It had no intention what- Revolution (which was quoted last month) lifetime, then so be it.

ever of becoming Communist, but neither was unsuitable for publication by the Cold calculation, and slow-burning,
was it afraid of Communism. It was a Communist Party because of its rejectionrelentless determination, of that order was
secure property-owning democracy. of Lenin's policy and method. It was beyond Rosa Luxemburg's power to

I grew up init, in a family that did not published by one of her colleagues aroundmagine.
own property, in the intensest period of 1922, in criticism of the Party leadership, Nietzsche—I don't know that Lenin
the Cold War, and | know that there was but it had little relevance to the condition ever mentioned him—described the State
no hysteria, and much informed of German politics at the time. as"the coldest of all cold monsters'lt
understanding, of what had gone on in must have seemed to Luxemburg that in
peasant Russia, despite the best efforts of About forty years later it was made useLeninism the coldest of States had met its
the Bishops. of by the United States as Cold War match.

There was no fear of Communism in propaganda against Leninism, which had
rural Ireland because rural Ireland had come to dominance in half ofthe worldas | don't recall that Luxemburg herself
settled downwithinabourgeois revolution. a result of Britain's irresponsible and said anything, in April 1916, about the
What Lenin swept aside in 1917 was achaotic second war on Germany. AnEaster Rising. Many of those who were of
middle class Provisional Government English translation was published shortly her general way of thinking either
which neglected to consolidate itself by before our discussion-meetings at King'scondemned it or dismissed it as being
enacting the bourgeois revolution thatwas Cross and it figured to some extent inirrelevantto the course of history. Trotsky
asking to be made. these discussions. did so, as did Karl Radek. Her close

Rosa Luxemburg was an advancedpolitical colleague, Karl Liebknechttried,

As for Dev being the Irish Kerensky— European intellectual of "the revdion"  before the Rising, to expose inthe German
if he had been in Kerensky's place, there—Jewish and therefore of the mostParliament the fact that the Kaiser was
would have been no Communist revolution brilliant—inthe latter days of the Hapsburg conspiring with Irish rebels, arming them
in Russia. He knew what a bourgeois Empire. She was a systematic Marxist.to make war on their King, and was
revolution was, and he had the ability to So was Lenin, up to a point. Systematicallowing Casement to try to raise an anti-
act on what he knew. Marxism similar to Luxemburg's could British Brigade from British Prisoners of

* easily be extracted from his writings. He War.

Rosa Luxemburg's pamphlet on the admired the outstanding practitioner of The passage below from Luxemburg's
Russian Revolution was written in a Systematic Marxism, Karl Kautsky, right pamphlet will serve to explain the
German prison, where she was confineduP until the War, long after Luxemburg framework of her understanding and to set
for anti-War activities. It seems to have had become impatient with Kautsky.  the scene for consideration of the post-
been written during the late Summer of  But, although he was saturated with War era.

1918. She was released by what is calledMarxist theory, and could do itas wellas ~ Karl Kautsky, the leading Marxist
"the German Revolution"which was anybody, his driving power did not seemtheorist of the Second International,
much like the Russian Revolution of 0 be anideal vision dthe revolution”, adopted a position on the War that was
February. The Kaiser's State CO||apseo|butadeterminationto destroy the political intermediate between tH&overnment
under stress of the War—Dbut in this case aSyStem that had executed his brOther, whocialists'and the anti-Government/Anti-
war that had been forced onit. The Kaiserhad been a revolutionary of the idealistic, War Socialists. After the War, when the
abdicated—and, since Britain and Franceourgeois-romantic kind. Armistice as being manipulated into

were pretending that he had broken some  The Tsarist State was not a piece OfGerm_a_n unconditional surrender, he took
international law and were intent on jncompetent backwardness left behind by? POSition in the Government formed by
hanging him, he left Germany for Holland. phistory and waiting to die. It was a tEe Gov_ernmfef_nt Somr?llsts,%ot aglt_:er?s;o
A Government was formed without him, pioneering force of Western civilisation 1€ ForeignOffice Archive, and publishe
by the Social Democrats, and a Republicin Asia. It had its idealism, and its 2 cOllection of documents under the title,
was reluctantly declared. rationalists, and its practicality. Lenin 1€ War Guilt Of William Hohenzollem

*

Luxemburg agitated against it as therefore did not approach the task of"-€- the abdicated Kaiser.

bourgeois and as having supported thegestroying it as a mere idealist. He And bearin mind that James Connolly,
War. Itwas aweak Government, lacking outflanked it in realism. He mastered once the Socialist International reneged
the basic organs of state. A condition of pmarxism as a realistic bulwark against on its commitmentto preventwar between
social chaos prevailed, encouraged by thggeajistic illusions, while at the same time the states by launching class war against
victorious Allies who were changing the committing it to the realisation of its capitalism, took a clear stand in support of
Armls_tlce m_to unconditional surrender, remotest ideal. He constructed a partyGermany—a fact carefully removed from
and tightening the Food Blockade now gedicated to the realisation of that ideal,the historical record by Ruth Dudley
that they could encircle Germany ang held it to that purpose for a dozenEdwards and by all those who write Irish
completely by occupying the Baltic. years after the failure of the 1905 Revolu-history in the British interest. And his
A degree of order was maintained by tion. He warded off temptations to settle support of Germany was expressed in his
groups of demobilised soldiers acting on for something less with his merciless newspaper by translations of articles by



the German Government Socialists. His "The fate of the revolution in Russia such a scheme.
opinion, similar to Casement's butarrived ~ depended fully uponinternationalevents.  Southey (the poet, who was still
at independently, was that Britain had That the Bolsheviks have based their ,emembered when | was young)
trapped Germany into war for the purpose ~ Policy entirely upon the world proletarian - .., , nented that Wesley, the Methodist,
S ) revolution is the clearest proof of their . .
of destroylng_ it as a commer_mal rl\_/al. political far-sightedness and firmness of somenmes seemed_ to be on the brink of
And Britain, in its hour of victory in principle and of the bold scope of their Seeing the world as itwas, so to speak, but
1919,did nothing at all to falsify that policies..." (The Russian Revolutipn his understanding always rose up and
opinion. (Connolly's view will be Ann Arbour translation, 1961, Ch/ 1).  eclipsed his sight. | could understand that.
compared with Luxemburg's and Lenin's He knew what must be the case and
in a future article.) The world is conceived here as an therefore could not see what was the case.
Here is what Luxemburg wrote in the organic capitalist unity in whiclithe
Autumn of 1918: revolution"must be made in the whole in ~ There is no Irish history of the Irish
"The military adventure of German order to be able to succeed in any partbourgeois revolution. That is partly
imperialism under the ideological And this view is attributed to the because of the damaging 'Civil War' that
blessing of German Social Democracy Bolsheviks—not unfairly. But then the British democratic state managed to
did not bring about the revolution in | yxemburg is bewildered by Lenin's inflict on nationalist Ireland when
fFi{rl;f,stlg Sg;tggg'esi?:c‘(’)?%tv‘\’/r:ﬂg?””pt It at insistence of frittering away the coherence compelled to go of it, and partly because
"Moreover, for every thinking observ- _oflmperlal Rus&_abymgklng propagandaof the sp_onsore_d cultivation of neo-
er, those developments are a decisivel favour of national rights during the Redmondism during the pasthalf-century,
refutation of the doctrinaire theory which Brest-Litovsk negotiations, and raising inresponse to the War that broke outin the
Kautsky shared with the Government up nations where none existed before;undemocratically-governed British region
Social-Democrats, according to which and by his perverse policy of making of Ireland, which British propaganda made
Russia, as an economically backward gp|shevism an instrument of the bourgeoisthe Irish middle class feel guilty about.
and predominantly agrarian land, Was e,5|ytion of the peasantry in his (A multi-volume History Of Ireland
supposed not to be ripe for social revolu- . . . . .
tion and proletarian dictatorship. This revolutionary action against t_h_e Govern- published in the early 19705_ had vplumes
theorywhich regards only dourgeois ~Ment of the urban bourgeoisie for the onthe 19th and 20th centuries, written by
revolution as feasible in Russia, is also purpose of establishing a dictatorship of Cork University Professors Joseph Lee
the theory of the opportunist wing of the the proletariat, thereby creating a hundredand John A. Murphy respectively. The
Russian labour movement, the so-calledbudding capitalists for every established 19th century volume ended before the
Mensheviks... On this basic agricultural capitalist that existed before. 1903 social revolution, which Redmond's
conception.... both the Russian and Ger- ~ g ialist-landlord Russia was ripe for party tried to prevent, while the 20th
man opportunists find themselves in Sociali But Leni biected | .
agreementwith the German Government ocialism. ut Lenin subjected rura centuryvolume began afterthg revoluthn
Socialists. According to the opinions of Russia, where the bulk of the population was accomplished, and described the Irish
all three, the Russian Revolution should lay, to aprocess of mass bourgeoisification.social structure aonservative The social
have called a halt at the stage which Where did thatleave 'the revolution'? Therevolution was hidden in the gap between
German imperialism in its conduct of he more Luxemburg thought about it, the the two.
war had set as its noble task, ...it should more problematical it appeared to her.  The social structure brought about by
?)i\é?is?l(.).?ped with the overthrow of the land revolution was certainly conserv-
"Theoretically, this doctrine There is much in Lenin's writing that ative: |tconservedhe arrangements that
(recommended as the fruit of 'Marxist agreeswith Luxemburg's view of the world the revolution had brought about.
thinking' by ...Kautsky) follows from asanintegrated capitalist whole. How did
the original ‘Marxist' discovery that the he reconcile this with his advocacy of  There is to my knowledge only one
socialist revolution is a national and, so pational rights? He didn't. He adopted worthwhile account of that Irish social
to speak, adomestic affair in each modern,) ; io e signed to undermine the Tsaristrevolution. It was written by its organiser

country taken by itself. Of course, inthe . - - R " . C
blue mists of abstract formulae, a Kautsky State, and then to sweep aside thehimself, William O'Brien, in his retire

knows very well how to trace the world- ineffective urban middie class. Provisional ment. If ithad been keptin print, itwould,
wide economic connections of capital Government, to which nominal authority perhaps, have been sufficient. It was
which make all modern countries asingle had fallen. He did not disable himself as never reprinted, and the few comments on
integrated organism. The problems of g revolutionary politician by engaging in it by academics were dismissive. That
the Russian Revolution, moreover—since theoretical exploration in advance of the incomparable account of how 20th century
Irtnsn?sﬂgg ;Jhcé ;);:Qﬁitzrrr]l gﬂgggggilféﬂﬂbtevent abut the problems that his means ofrish chiety was forged .became one of
possibly be solved within the limits of - taking power might cause him after he hadthe moist difficult books in the world to
bourgeois society. taken it. get. I gotacopy, thanks to the pioneering
) . Lo internet searches of Robert Burrage, a

"Practically, the same doctrine rep- Ever since | was drawn into this kind of Tory who was an active member of BICO
resents an attempt to get rid of any thing by Pat Murphy | have been ;,gejtastwhen he lived there. (However
responsibility for the course of the Russian wondering what political intellectuals lack of human resources has prevented L’JS
Revolution, so far as that responsibility meantwhen they use the wdhistoricist". from reproducing it so far.)
concernsthe mtematlpnal, and especially| have tried to get a definite meaning, but p 9 .
the German, proletariat, and to deny the¢ iiaq A possible meaning is getting The Russian bourgeois revolution

international connections of this revolu- . . . L
tion. Itis not Russia’s unfipeness which locked into atight scheme of understandingenacted by Lenin in October 1917 has

has been proved by the events of the war! history as a closed system and as e&been even more scantily treated than the
and the Russian revolution, but the consequence being unable to see the worldrish bourgeois revolution. There is little
unripeness of the German proletariat for around you. But the those who criticised distinct awareness that it actually hap-
the fulfilment of its historic tasks... historicism seemed to be locked into just pened. But it did happen. And its
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beneficiaries defeated all-comers—

Regarding the matter theoretically and |n

aristocratic and democratic—in the Civil the long-term, Rosa Luxemburg was righjt.

War and the Wars of Intervention.

Lenin, with his peasant policy for outflankin

Lenin set aside the incompetent the urban middle class, magnified the forces
bourgeois Provisional Government by of bourgeois resistance to socialism. And

undertaking to enact the peasant-bourgeoid-enin's response to Sukhanov's account o Clals
revolution. He then established a prole-the revolution was cavalier in spirit, rathgr for the north has been an effective inter-

tarian dictatorship behind his bourgeois than scientific:
revolution, and it survived because it could presents itself, you seize it and then see
not be isolated from the bourgeois revolu- can be done.

tion which it had brought about in order to

When an opportunit

other words, Northern Ireland could not

become a backdoor into or out of the UK.

This would represent a special status for
Northern Ireland and should not be ruled
out." (Irish Times, 16 May 2017)

So, proposing designated special status

vention for Sinn Fein in the political
aturmoil arising from the Brexit vote. The
case for special status as made by Sinn

One of his favourite quotations wags Fein has been expressed through the

be attacked. The way to it lay through the from the staid Weimar bourgeois, Goethe: following points:

mass of peasant landowners.

"Theory is grey, my friend, but the eterngl

Lenin did not skip over the bourgeois tree of life is green" And what Rosa
revolution, as orthodox Marxists accused Luxemburg could not have been expec
him of doing. He enacted the substance ofto foresee was that the messy entanglenent
the bourgeois revolution in the Russian ofthe two, mutually exclusive, revolution
economy. And it was this entanglement—the socialist and the bourgeois—was

of the two revolutions that saved the what would enable the most thorough

proletarian dictatorship inits most vulner- form of socialist state ever established|to
able phase. There was no clear spacesurvive and become a world force.

around it through which it could be
attacked.

To be continued

Brendan Clifford

« 56 per cent of voters in the province

voted to remain in the EU

* The re-introduction of a hard border

together with the removal of important
legal underpinnings of the Good Friday
Agreement will place the Peace Process
in jeopardy

 There is a long-standing recognition by

the EU of the special circumstances that
exist in the North of Ireland and the
assignment of special status would
merely extend that existing recognition

» The imposition of controls including

Review of Sinn Fein's Brexit Policy

1.1 Special Designated Status

The proposal at the heart of Sinn Fein'sstatus policy is the extent of the support it
Brexit policy, special designated statusis receiving from other political parties
for the North of Ireland, is a reasonable and groupings. The following paragraph
and pertinentdemand in the circumstancesrom a Sinn Fein document published in
created by the British exit. Identifying the April 2017 indicates this:

North as a region that should retain some
aspects of EU membership while the rest
of the UK exits makes sense in the context
of EU influence over both the Peace
Process and the current level of economic
integration between the two parts of
Ireland.

Were special designated status to be
granted to the North it would be perceived
as a half-way house to a united Ireland.
From a legal perspective a case could be
made that the majority vote for Remain in
Northern Ireland could not be taken as a
vote for Irish unity or even for being
treated differently from the rest of the UK.
Nonetheless, Northern Ireland is very

"In February the DAil voted in favour
of designated Special Status for the North
withinthe EU. In March the Joint Oireach-
tas Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and
Innovation's recommended that as part
of the Brexit negotiations, the North
should be given special status within the
European Union, a view supported at
hearings held by the Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Regional and Rural Develop-
ment. It is also a position supported by
the majority of parties in the North and
the many organisations who participated
in the all-island Civic Dialogue on
Brexit". (Securing designated status for
the north in the EU, p. 3)

Notably, Leo Varadkar, in the course

different from the rest of the UK and has of his successful campaign for the
always been treated as a region detacheteadership of Fine Gael, committed to the
from mainstream British politics through position that the North should remain
not having the British parties stand for within the customs union and the single
election there. Campaigning for the North market and that there should not be an
to be exempted from Brexit has turned outeconomic border on the island of Ireland.
to be an effective way of advancing the Professor Brigid Laffan, a well connected

nationalist agenda amid the twists andacademic with a high profile inthe field of a. 2.

turns of a complex development. It is a European studies also stated recently:

politic course even in the circumstances
where the DUP is propping up Theresa
May's Government; who knows what
opportunities may surface in the side
currents of the Brexit negotiations?

"Northern Ireland does not have many

tariffs along the Irish border will disrupt
well developed all-Ireland trade arrange-
ments that have existed for many decades

A measure of the success of the speciaf Flexible arrangements devised between

the EU and third countries in four
different sets of circumstances show
how exceptional accommodations can
be agreed by the EU when needed. These
special arrangements are:

o0 Whenthe people of Greenland, a
province of Denmark, voted to leave
the EU in 1985, they were granted
Overseas Countries and Territories
(OCT) status and on the basis of that
status were allowed continued access
to the single market. The Greenland
example being the inverse of the
Irish case vis avis Brexitis especially
relevant

00 Underthe terms of the European
Economic Area (EEA) Agreement
three members of the European Free
Trade Association (EFTA), Iceland,
Liechtenstein and Norway, have
access to the single market

oo The EU has separate customs
unions with Turkey, Andorra and
San Marino

00 The part of Cyrus that is held by
Turkey is recognised as a part of the
EU

Infrastructural planning
Sinn Fein's position regarding the

implications of Brexit for infrastructural

ports and airports. Therefore, systemsPlanningis briefly describedinadocument
could be developed that ensured that thereentitled, ‘How Ireland and the EU can

was no leakage of goods that were notfight the economic impact of Brexit north
covered by agreement into Britain. In and south' The document is framed as a



set of demands the Irish Government Thelrish Political Review Grouglso = Commission needed to be weakened and
should make on the EU. This approach toviews the EU from a stance of critical this was effected through the Treaty. In
the questionis understandable from a partyengagement. The alternatives to that ardater years the British case for neo-liberal
with more MEPs than any other Irish to support the EU uncritically, in other reform found a receptive audience among
party, but it is too focussed on the EU. words to adopt a Europhile stance; or tothe EU elite and in time the Commission
oppose it outright and advocate Irexit, a itselfwaswon overto economic liberalism.
An editorial in the March edition ¢fish  position supported by many on the Irish  Using the technocratic approach so
Political Reviewaddressed the question of | eft, beloved of EU officials, EU institutions
infrastructure in the following terms: In the context of Brexit, Irexit would like the Commission, the European Court
"The near-universal use of the British entail a return to the orbit of the Anglo- of Justice, and the European Central Bank,
land/sea route to the Continentfor freight sphere, an outcome that would cut againsbecame drivers and enforcers of rules-
and pa?sengers 'z Symt')O:]IC of Ireland's e \yhole thrust of Irish national develop- based neo-liberal reform.
ﬂvizrgoega]gﬁ gllénef(?rrgrsanfgdn?r?e(:ttli(t)?é ment. Compared to the opportunities Yetthatwas not aninevitable outcome
taken to be axiomatic. But, if Ireland is to affordt_ac_i by EU membersr_np retL_Jr_nlng to of E_U integration. The EU cou_ld just as
develop an integrated relationship with the British sphere would incentivise the easily have gone down a 'Social Europe’
Europe, this assumption will have to most craven tendencies in Irish society. path as had been mapped out by Delors,
change. The claim that neo-liberal thinking has and that option remains.
However,lreland CannotdeVG'OpdireCt become embedded in the culture of the
Continental sea and air links for freight 5y U institutions is true. Our group  In holding to a hard left opposition to
and passengers on its own. Europe mUStadvocated Blovote intheNice and Lisbon  neo-liberalism thdrish Political Review
establish direct links with Ireland too. . . . .
Active assistance must come from the referenddor that reason. Itis sometl_mes Groypholds awev_v_ofthe EU thatis close
European Commission, in terms of forgotten, however, that the Byér seis  to Sinn Fein's position. However, we have
substantial subsidy and regulatory not a neo-liberal construct. clear differences with the party's formula-
change. All around Europe all the main  In the years when Jacques Delors wagion of critical engagement with the EU as
infrastructure developments have been president of the European Commissiona result of having a political perspective
g(ta;/tGeloiﬁteedwg\rI](tei:)r:ht?e?o?ga%ees EbL)J/ g;rrf]gt(1985—94), an alternative vision to neo- that is more favourably disposed towards
. ; ; Liberalism was countenanced. In Septem-the EU.
into being. If Ireland is to develop a . .
whole new sea and air freight industry, P€r 1988, when Thatcherism was at its
EU regulations on State aid and budgetaryheight and British Trade Union leaders ~ Clearly, EU member states need to
prudence will have to be eased." were being frozen out of the corridors of defend their national interests within the
power, Delors addressed the TUC Cong-internal deliberations of the Union, but
Surprisingly this approach struck an ressand spelt outthe meaning of the sociathey also need to committo support for the
immediate chord with some members of dimension of the Single Market reforms European ideal if the Union is to have any
the public and various opinion formers. of 1992. The measures he outlined includ-chance of viability. Under the leadership
Professor Laffan endorsed it in Heash ed: no weakening of existing social of Fianna Fail primarily, throughout at
Timesarticle of May 16th as follows: protection; improved living, working and leastthe first four decades of membership,
"Those sectors that are heavily reliant health benefits; collective bargaining Ireland subscribed to the strategic aim of
on the UK market, particularly the agri- rights; greater accessto lifelong educationEuropean integration on the grounds that
food sector, need notjust continued accessor workers; and a Statute of Europeanit was based on the twin pillars of respect
tothe UK market, butalso diversification companies that would include the partic- for the national identities of members
ﬁtrategles so that they are less reliant Onpation of workers or their representatives. states and support for specifically Euro-
Investmentin more extensive transport Th.e_ delega_t(?s responded by giving apean|n§t|tut|ons_(thatwewwasartlculated
links to the continent should be prioritised SPirited rendition oFrere JacqueésSome by Bertie Ahernina Thomas Davis lecture
to avoid having to go through a third weeks later Thatcher replied by making ain 2002 to mark the thirtieth anniversary
country that is no longer in the customs famous speech in Bruges in which sheof Ireland's joining).
union." stated: Joining Europe allowed Ireland to
A weakness in the Sinn Fein position "We have not successfully rolled back escape a debilitating dependence on the
. : the frontiers of the state in Britain, onlyto British market and thus enhanced Irish
on infrastructure is the absence of any see them re-imposed at a European levek . e - :
: : . overeignty; it was in line with the long
reference o the need to diversify Irish  yith a European super-state exercising aterm aims of the national movement. This
trade so as to reduce dependency on the new dominance from Brusseldit(p:/ / perspective is absent from Sinn Fein's

British market. www.margaretthatcher.org/document i
107332). Brexit strategy.

a. 3. Critical Engagement with the EU Thatspeechinitiated a struggle between Page 8 of the first statement of Sinn
The current attitude of Sinn Fein to the he UK and the rest of the EU in which the Fein's Brexit policy The Case for the
EU is summed up in the following yk appeared to be isolated while, behind North to achieve special designated status

paragraph: the scenes, British diplomats succeededvithin the EY is headedContinuing to

"Sinn Féin has had a longstanding N diverting the Union away from a demand change at EU levad lists eight
policy of critical engagement with the 'deepening’ process by expediting thedemands in a bulleted list. Seven of the
EU where we support measures that areinclusion in the Union of the states of demands would have the effect of

in Ireland's interests and oppose andcentral and eastern Europe. weakening EU executive power in favour
campaign for change on those which are ) of returning powers to the member states.
bad for Ireland" The case for the north [N the run up to the Maastricht Treaty .

to achieve special designated statusthe British were able to persuade the While each of these demands would

within the EU; November 2016). leaders of other EU member states that théequire separate discussion, their broad
27
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thrust, if implemented, would undermine advance of the Brexit negotiations. Still, a talks could only commence when Brexit
the coherence of the bloc and render it apositive reference to a bilateral deal was completed while Michel Barnier was
grouping of squabbling states. The Euroisremains in a current document on themore conciliatory—but the EU side was
vulnerable as aworld currency lacking the Brexit page of the Sinn Fein website.  adamant that certain matters in the Brexit
political backing of a State Apparatus. negotiations needed to be agreed before
Sinn Fein's stance, by being antipathetic On page 7 of that same document athe trade talks could begin.

to the ideal of the European project, is headed paragraph is devoted to the British

unrealistic and would push the Union in Irish Council (BIC), one of the institutions In 'How Ireland and the EU can fight

the direction of collapse. established as part of the Good Fridaythe economic impact of Brexit north and
o _ Agreement. Reference is made to asouth; the second of two proposals
a. 4. Ambiguity regarding a provision whereby bilateral or multilateral regarding a trade deal with Britain reads:

"Ensure that a trade deal is in place

Taken as a whole the series of docU-gifferent members of the Council. The prior to British withdrawal from the EU."

ments issued by Sinn Fein on Brexit members of BIC are: The British Govern-
suggest a degree of ambiguity on thement, the Irish Government, the Welsh  Given the danger of Ireland being used
question of whether bilateral agreementsang Scottish Governments, the Northemnag 4 British pawn in the Brexit confront-
should be entered into between Irelandyecutive and the Isle of Man and the ation, it would be more politic to propose

and Britain, especially regarding trade, in channel Islands Governments. A conclud-5 transitional arrangement for the period
response to the challenge of the British ing sentence in the paragraph states:
exit.

Bilateral deals between Ireland and

of the trade negotiations which may take
"Sinn Féin believesitisin ourinterests as long as ten years. Such an arrangement

o . I to find common cause with other regions is proposed in another SF document,
Britain would undermine the solidarity of \yithin the BIC who share our objective ‘Securing special designated status for

the 27. ”.‘embers of the EU in the Brexit — toalso remain and work together toargueé o o1t within the EUwhich states:
negotiations and play into the hands ofthe  our case in forthcoming negotiations on

UK. It is clear from numerous media  Brexit." "Transitional agreements should be put
sources that the British view Ireland as in place until Britain's relationship with
their closestally inthe EU, an ally thatcan ~ This is further evidence that Sinn Fein  the EU can be agreed.”

be counted on to support positions thathas not ruled out bilateral agreements . o .
would facilitate the British side in the With the British regarding Brexit. As with the ambiguity regarding a
negotiations. It is the view of thieish bilateral trade deal between Ireland and
Political Review Groughat any efforts to The economic aspects of Brexit are Britlain, the SF position regarding the
cast Ireland in the role of a British proxy covered in two recently produced docu- iming of a rade deal between the UK and
in the negotiations, whether pressed byments on the SF websitéfow Ireland  the EU is proposed without regard to the
British politicians (eg Nigel Farage, Hilary - and the EU can fight the economic impact Wider intemational implications.
Benn and Edwina Currie) or Irish Anglo- Of Brexit north and southand'Farming
philes (eg Dr. Ray Bassett, David Mc andagri-food—whythe north mustachieve®
Williams, Sunday Business PoEditor ~ special status withinthe EUh both these
lan Kehoe, Marian Finucane, Ruth Dudley documents there are references to the ne : : .
Edwards, Bruce Arnolét al) should be for a trade deal with Britain. It is only the national agenda reg_ardmg Brexit and
firmly resisted. when you read these documents in fuIIthe p_arty d_eser_ves _credlt for that. In son?e
that it becomes clear that the envisaged€tails outlinedinthis documentthe party's

. . ; a policy reflects its traditional bias against
On page 3 of 'The case for spec|a| trade deal is between Britain and the EU. i
designated status for the North in the EU' the EU. Atatime when Ireland has become

the argument is made that Sinn Fein is not Sin_n Fein's ambi_guity_or_l the question the cockpit of the_ 'baFtIe of Brexit', When_
alone in pressing forseparatearrangementOfab”ateraldeal W|th_Br|ta|n may refle<_:t European attent_lon is fpcusse_d on this
for the North of Ireland. A section of a e concerns of various cpnshtuenm_es_count_ry, the Irls_h national mter_est,
statement made by the Joint Oireachtasrepresented_bythe party but it runsthe nskmcludl_ng the achievement of a unitary

. . -~ .~~of encouraging the Anglophile elements state, is best served by the adoption of a
Committee on European Union Affairsin .~ ) i E tance. Ireland needs to steer
June 2016 is then quoted approvingly asm Irish somety th have_ b_een pullmg qut pro-European stance. :
follows: _thestopsto_ahgnlrlsh opinionwith Britain a course supportl_ve of the_emergmg

' in antagonism to the EU. Franco-German alliance that is aimed at

“That the Irish and UK Governments Note: since this was written it has PO'St€ring the Eurozone while atthe same
negotiate bilaterally to have Northern  [Note: since this was € aS time supporting the prevailing popular

Ireland recognised (in an EU context) as become clear that Sinn Fein would be Iy

- : S , ) _ m ross Eur f ition to neo-
having 'a special position" in the UK, in  against a bi-lateral agreement between“b%(;glgnoss Hrope oTopposition to neo
view of the Good Friday Agreement. |reland and the UK while the Brexit '

6. Conclusion
Through its special designated status
e[&)rthe North, Sinn Fein has effectively set

Recct)ml;nendsfl:rtTeéth?tESSelCIal larraPhget_negotiations are in progress_] It is understandable that Sinn Fein
mertl St te ”egot'f?‘ eN ath S (tfr\]/e Imt' a should look to the economic self-defence
context, > mairain Rort- SO Ielatons 4, s. Timing of a trade deal of its electoral base but Brexit calls for a

and Northern Irish EU citizenship rights e . oo
and protections attached to such rights.” In the pre-negotiations sparring that focus on the long-term constitutional

went on between Britain and the EU the issues. At this time Irish political parties
Much water has flowed under the bridge British side let it be known that they need to steer clear of the quagmire that is
since that statement was issued; notablywanted negotiations for a trade deal tothe British debate about Brexit, welcome
the Irish Government announced in proceed alongside the negotiations abouthough Corbyn's successes have been. The
December 2016 that no bilateral exit. Different messages issued from the UK State should not be allowed to meddle
agreements would be made with Britainin European side—some insisted that tradein Irish grievances as a means of



undermining the solidarity of the EU-21.

The EU elite embraced neo-liberalis
with open arms and neo-liberal polici
seem to have a particular attraction for
technocrats who occupy positions

influence in many European institutior)s
and economic think-tanks. The machingry

ofthe EUis cumbersome and the Europ
Parliament probably deserves its repu
tion as a frustratingly impotent talkin
shop.

The ending of the Cold War shoul
have been an opportunity for the EU to
adrift from US hegemony instead of whi
European leaders adopted a stance
craven subservience to the American N
Order. Yet with these and no doubt ot

faults there is always a possibility that the

political leaders of the Union will find &
way of being true to their Christia
Democratic roots and the much vaunt|
vision of 'Social Europe'.

We believe that Ireland should be pr
EU, with all its faults. Present politica
circumstances are not so very differg
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Israel has demonstrated a 50-year conte
for democracy.Dr David Morrison

The Russian RevolutionBrendan Clifford
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Of A Child Sex Abuser—And A Questionablé
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O’Riordan

Biteback: 'Paper Of Record' Refuses To Corr
Misinformation. Tom Cooper
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Labour CommenRedmondite Politics: More
On the Ballybricken Pig-Buyers!

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Last month we produced David Morrison's reply, published in the Belfast
Newsletter on 19th October, to a letter from Doris Cotton. Steven Jaffe replied
on the 25th (see below), but the paper declined the rebuttal, reproduced below

N (o)

Jsrael’s claim is to be the only democracy in the Middle East

Your correspondent, David Morrison denigrates this claim in the strongest t
(‘Israel has demonstrated a 50-year contempt for demogr@cyober 19).
Perhaps David would like to share with readers in which other state in the Middle E

According to an objective monitor of democratic rights around the world, Free

Varadkar And The Poppy

Each November, Irish society is force
to endure sterile and divisive controver

citizens. Indeed, itis the only country in the region where the Christian community i
and growing.

d David's survey of democratic rights in the region neglects the Palestinian Auth
y Unfortunately, Freedom House characterises the PA as "unfree”. There has b

concerning Armistice Day, poppy
wearing, and the commemoration of t
thousands of Irish who died serving wi
British forces during the Great War. T

e effective opposition.

Gaza is controlled by Hamas—the Islamic Resistance Movement—which seg
destroy Israel and replace it by a radical Islamist state between the river Jordan &
Taoiseach, clearly in breach of the Mediterranean sea. Does David, as a champion of the Palestinian cause, think tha

Oireachtas code of parliamentafy be an advance for democracy and progress?

standards, which bans the wearing
emblems of a political nature withi
parliamentary precincts, has taken
wearing a "shamrock poppy" in the Da
Leo Varadkar cannot be unaware of t
symbolism of the poppy here in Irelan
which has a political subtext, functionin
not just as a symbol of remembrance |
asaveiled propagandist attack on separa
Irish nationhood. | wonder will Mr
Varadkar, who is wearing the poppy 1
honour those Irish who gave their livg
fighting for the freedoms of small nation
in the Great War, wear an Easter lily
honour those Irish who gave their livg
fighting for the freedom of this smal
nation at the same time?
Tom Cooper

Irish Times, 9.11.2017

f Steven Jaffe, London Co chairNorthern Ireland Friends of Israel

" Israel has demonstrated a 50-year contempt for democracy

(e Steven Jaffel(etters, October 25) writes that "Israel is the only free society in
d Middle East which guarantees rights to all its citizens".
J  Isitreally true that Israel guarantees equal rights to all its citizens? Not according to f
utisraeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, who once decried what he called the "deliberat
tishsufferable" discrimination against Arabs in employmeglaigretz, 12 November 2008). H
continued: "It's terrible that there is not even one Arab employee at the Bank of Israel
0 the Electric Company Arab workers represent less than one percent of all emplo
S Remember approximately a fifth of the population of Israel is Arab.
S Itistrue that Prime Minister Olmert was speaking nearly a decade ago and this
0 discrimination against Arabs may have been addressed in the interim. However
S US State Department is to be believed, it hasn’t been eliminated-2@1sReport on
Human Rights Practices in Israel & the occupied territories (published on 3 March
the State Department asserts that one of "the most significant human rights probl
Israel" is "institutional and societal discrimination against Arab citizens of Israel, n
of whom self-identify as Palestinian, in particular in access to equal education, ho

Pig-Buyers

Not the US idea of a backyard but a sm
walled in yard at the back of every hou
which also contained the outside lavato
They might have one or two pigs, most
kept by Protestants on the Shankill Rog
When | went back to Belfast for 18 mont

concluded:

during the 50s | worked for Rank Mill$

delivering animal feed stuff and th
Shankill was the place for pig rearin
When it was stopped by Belfas
Corporation there was a hell of a prote

Sean McGouraadds: ponies were bre
along the Falls—some rows of hous
formed squares, some quite large. Th

and employment opportunities”.
Clearly, Israel has some way to go to guarantee equal rights to all its citizens,
Dr. David Morrison

all
seBritain’s International Development Secretary forced to

y.resign after over-stepping her brief by conducting foreign
y policy relations with Israel

d.
S

“Another window on Israel’s meddling opened briefly last week (early November).
BBC'’s political editor, Laura Kuenssberg, took to Twitter to relay a damning comn
from an unnametsenior” member of Ms Patel’s party. In a clear reference to Israel,
source observedThe entire apparatus has turned a blind eye to a corrupt relations
that allows a country to buy acces¢Extract from: What the Priti Patel scandal tells us
about the dark operations of UK's powerful Israel lohlsy Jonathan Cookitp://
www.jonathan-cook.net/2017-11-12/priti-patel-uk-israel-lobbyy/).

e
).
t
5t
1 Ashorttime later, presumably under pressure, Ms Kuenssberg deleted the twe
£sBBC has not reported the comment elsewhere and the senior Conservative has n
eygo public. Such, it seems, is the intimidating and corrupting influence of the Israel |

were, in effect, urban farms.

David Morrison

would like to live if he was a Christian, a woman, gay, or a member of the Communist |

House, Israel is the only free society in the Middle East which guarantees rights to

elections there in over 10 years and the PA clamps down on freedom of the pre
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EnGLISH |RELAND

The present continuous long-drawn-
out exit of the UK from the European
Union is throwing up some interesting
political positions in Ireland. The

people were killed at Enniskillen and their British Legion. | remember about fifteen
memory should not be forgotten and it years ago the factory produced over 33
would have been quite appropriate for themillion plastic poppies every year. Where
Taoiseach to commemorate those whodoes all this money go to?

died and those who were injured. But it

The following is an extract from Charles

was frightfully inappropriate for the Carrington’s booKA Subaltern’s War’
Taoiseachto attend what was a propagandaublished in 1929:

exercise for the British Army in Ferman-
agh, complete with poppy wreaths, British

Army personnel, PSNI, and other trappings

of the British State in occupation.

It is widely known that the IRA gave a
warning of the bomb in Enniskillen,
together with its whereabouts well in
advance of it exploding and that the

"...alittle grass had still room to grow
between the shell holes. The slope was
held by tangle after tangle of rusty barbed
wire in irregular lines. But among the
wire lay rows of khaki figures, as they
had fallen to the machine-guns on the
crest, thick as the sleepers in the Green
Park on a summer Sunday evening. The
simile leaptto my mind at once of flies on

afly paper. I did not know then that twice

in the fortnight before our flank attack

had a division been hurled at that wire-
encircled hill, and twice had it withered

away before the hidden machine-guns.
The flies were buzzing obscenely over
the damp earth; morbid scarlet poppies
grew scantily along the white chalk

mounds; the air was thick and heavy with
rank pungent explosives and the sickly
stench of corruption."

Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, Fine Gael, dis-warning and its whereabouts were
played his Poppy to commemorate all the suppressed and withheld. Instead of the
dead soldiers of the British Army who warning being acted upon in a proper
died in all wars. But he tried to ride two fashion, innocent people were kettled by
horses at once by displaying his Poppythe police into the very area where the
embedded in a green shamrock. Ridingbomb was. So the commemorate those
two horses is an acrobatic feat that used tdnnocent people is an exercise of vile
be popular in circuses and Leo Varadkarhypocrisy by the British forces—and
was turning the Dail into a circus by Taoiseach Varadkar assisted in that
wearing his defaced Shamrock. hypocrisy by his official attendance.
. . ) At the time the poppy flower was

Ireland is a Neutral country and thatisin ~ The question arises: is Leo Varadkar .qnsidered to be a weed. The British
our Constitution. We do have an army, capable of leading our Nation at this very generals—who spent their war living in
navy and airforce which, because we areimportant time, especially in context of ~pateaux commandeered from their
Neutral, are called the Defence Forces.Brexitfrom Europe? Taoiseach Varadkar grench owners and usually about 10 or 25
Here we are in the middle of commemorat- iS recently on record as saying there will y oy pehing the fighting lines, knew the
ing ‘Our War of Independenceduring ~ be no border between the six counties andy 5 would be over some time and knew
which regiments of British soldiers burned, the Irish State. No border—hard or soft— hey would be held accountable for the
tortured, and killed our people and Leo Or SO he has declared publicly. This stancq,gg of jife and their treatment of the dead
Varadkar chooses to exhibit and flaunt the iS being supported by Michel Barnier and ,gjes__organised for gardeners to be
very symbol which the British have chosen the EU negotiators. Ireland is one island gont over to France from Kew Gardens to
to commemorate their appalling soldiering. and mustbe treated as one entity. We neegh,, ot cemeteries in which mostly grass

Also, the proceeds of sale of the poppy t0 keep our eyes wide open and all ourya5 pianted and, where flowers were
emblem is stated by the British Legion to antennae up when we are dealing withyanted, they were not poppies.
be paid towards comforts and assistancePerhapsthe biggesteventin recentpolitical
for former British Army persons, which history. Previous Fine Gael Taoisighhave o poppy flower was romanticised
of course includes those now retired British €xhibited what are referred to in SOMe |g4er hy poets. Only a small proportion of
Army who shot and killed Irish people in Printmedia as Redmondite characteristicSihe numbers killed were buried in these
Derry as recently as Bloody Sunday. ~ @nd the hallmark Redmondite character-gp " cemeteries because most of those

istic is a longing for Irish unity and self- 4 gied were buried in the mud and earth
Itis said to us by mealy-mouthed people government under British sovereigntyi.e. thrown up by the bombs or buried in

that we shouldmove on"and"forgive Ireland as a British commonwealth colony. collapsed trenches or drowned in the
and forget; but is not the wearing of the And so when Taoiseach Varadkar
poppy the evidence that the wearers will speaks of the necessity for a 32-county
not move on and they will ngforgive Ireland, he could mean either of two very  the rows and rows of medals worn
and forget? The British as a State is not different things. Either a free sovereign proudly on the jacket breasts of the Royal
for forgetting and the poppy-wearing is independent neutral 32-county Irelard  gitish Legion members at poppy events
used as part of the continuing recruitmenta self-governing 32-county Ireland as part 5o not what they seem. Some ribbons and
drive for the British Army. The British of the United Kingdom. No true lIrish
Army is still in occupation of the six Nationalist will want to even consider the
counties of Ireland, even if their numbers second option.
have been much diminished. They haven'’t

gone away—you know!

muddy waters of the bomb craters.

medals were awarded just for being present
at an event, others for length of service
and some—a very small number were
awarded for bravery. Commanders in the
battle-field who wanted promotion even
invented battles to make themselves look
important.

THE PorpPy BusINESs
Is it at all appropriate for the poppy
The Taoiseach’s attendance in Novem-flower to be a symbol in the month of
ber at the new Enniskillen Monument November? Real poppies flower in June
with the British Army and the British to September. The poppywreathsaremade One such invention is recorded by
Legion is of a slightly different order of from coloured plastic in a factory which Ronald Skirth in his memoifThe
infamy. Many innocent ordinary Irish was, and probably stillis, run by the Royal Reluctant Tommypublished in 2010 by



Macmillan from the original diary held in

And then also 11th November 1918 and assisting in putting down violence and

The Imperial War Museum’. On page 230 was not the end of the Great War. For aoutrage.

we read of a totally spurious report of

a year afterwards the British Navy continugd ~ Acting Sergeant Tobin, Cahir, examined

fictitious battle in the Italian Alps, drawn the War by criminally blockading Germgn Py Mr. Cherry [Q.C, Prosecutor for the

up by Commander in Chief, the Italian ports and starving the German populatjon
Expeditionary Force GHQ Italy, the Right —an action which together with the
Honourable The Earl of Cavan and his co-humiliation of the Germansin ‘The Trealy

conspirator Major R.A. Snow, R.G.
Artillery:

“Their ‘report implied that Cavanwas anyone thatthere is nothing to commem
amilitary genius far superior to any Italian ate aboutthe 11th November 1918 and
generals had put his finger on the on
vulnerable spot in the Alpine defence wars and act as a recruiting agent for

line, and by ‘holding’ a surprise attac

made against it—had prevented a major

disaster. Snow being the perfges man

Crown], described the attack upon the
workers at the Yarra Yarra. He saw
Henneberry strike one of the men with a
stick, and there there was an attack made
upon the police. They were struck again and
again, and the police were obliged to draw
Or-their batons and repel the onslaught. He saw
theBryan Cunningham strike a man named

Kavanagh several times with a stick and he
hepursued him. Paul Caulfield said, "Don't
mind thatman", and made a stroke at witness.
In the melee he got a terrible blow on the
nose which broke it.

, of Versailles’ paved the way for the rise pf
Adolf Hitler. Therefore it is obvious t
ewhole point of it is just to glorify Britain’s

K former.
Michael Stack ©

in a situation such as this had collaboraf
Now they were going to invent son
heroes".

And there were casualties (that aw
euphemism). In response to orders,
gun was misfired so that it blew up al
another was fired at a cliff, causing
avalanche of rock which killed two of th
gun crew and seriously injured five mg

As aresultof the false report, Major SnQw jsing and initiating booze-fuelled mob

was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel a
awarded a bar for his DSO, another n
was awarded the Military Cross, anoth
(who had run away) got the Military Med
and one ofthe dead men was posthumo
awarded the Distinguished Condd
Medal. Snow ended up as Lieutena
General Sir Thomas D’Oyly Snow
KCMC, KCB. His big contribution waj
heto lead the retreat from Mons, snatch
defeat from the jaws of victory.

His grandson, Jon Snow says, in 20
that his grandfather was referred to
reverential terms by his family. He add
that his grandfather spent the Battle of
Somme eight kilometres behind the lin
in a rural chateau. Jon Snow is to
complimented for his honesty and bravg
inwriting the Foreword to Ronald Skirth
‘Memoir’, of which the above descriptig
is a part.

A custom has developed in the Roy

British Legion of sons, grandsons, grand

daughters and other relatives taking g
in their forebear’s medals and taking p
in the poppy-day parades as if they |
themselves had been awarded the meg
Thereis agood trade in medals and ribb
in antique shops throughout the UK.

The poppy flower is not an emblem
anything glorious. The so-called Gre
War was pointless and unnecessary
horrific! Thousands were shot by thg
own army for refusing to "go over th
top". They were the sensible ones and
it not they who should be honoured &

)g%afia, gouging the rural and city pig breed-
S

AN 10 make a bit of cash.

ed.

Cross-examined by Mr. Redmond
[Defence, and an MP]—I presume you are
very familiar with the appearance of the
city? No; there were two or three hundred
people in the crowd, and all | am able to

kidentify are the defendants.

° Pig-Buyers

continued
ul

ers. Many people kept a sow out the bac

. . The jury found Henneberry and O'Neill
€ Redmond owed his political career to guilty. Sentence deferred. ..."

N. the Pig Buyers, whose specialty was organ-

hd violence, with the complicity of the local
aNTories (or Unionists to you and me).
€r  On the few occasions when Redmond
Al was actually voted into office it was the
islyig Buyers who got him elected by brute
Ctforce. Likewise his son Captain Billy
Nt-Redmond DSO. So much for Redmond's
» democratic credentials.

Pat Muldowney

Freeman's JournalMarch 2nd

THE BACON TRADE DISPUTE
RELEASE OF PRISONERS AT WATERFORD
Waterford, Monday:

The bacon trade dispute continues
unrelentful. To-day Messrs Cunningham,
Fitzgerald and Ryan, who were sentenced to
three months imprisonment at the Winter
Assizes for assaulting bacon merchants, were
o _ released. They were metby anumber of friends,
[Irish Timesfrom Friday, 12th Mar_ch 1897, and yielding to the wishes of the Pigbuyers
L0,Lord Chief Justice, Sir Peter O'Brien, Bart, assqciation no demonstration took place, and
n g?tengglfn?.cggemzs'?n if%r tl}%ﬁéﬂges Tlthe absolute tranquility prevailed. The three men
bd Ma);ch 1897:)3 Y L€ Y Iqoked well and in good spirits, _except
he Fitzgerald, who could not suppress his grief at
es “...Nicholas Murphy, John O'Neill, Bryan entering his home, which was made terribly
be Cunningham, senior, Patrick Henneberry, desolate by the death, during his imprisonment,
.rv @and Paul Caulfield, junior, were indicted for of his wife, mother of eight children.
riotous and unlawful assembly. ... Mr. Ryan Waterford, Monday night:
[Q.C., Prosecutor for the Crown] reviewed  Lateto-nightthere was animposing popular
the history of the dispute in the bacon trade,demonstration in celebration of the release of
and said the pig buyers got itinto their headsthe prisoners. The large multitude was
that they had a sort of vested right to sell accompanied by a band and fifty torchbearers.
direct to the merchants, even though the

“farmers and others might think it better for Photo of poli i i0sto slauaht
arttheir interests that they should not do so. Out Olo o police escorting pigs to slaugnter

Art of this dispute the unfortunate riots—the during 1897 "strike” can be found at:
adsavage riots—which they were about to https://www.facebook.com/

; . . waterfordcivictrust/photos/
alsnvestigate, had arisen. On the 22nd of 5 376753807236071.23945.128687730573012/
bnslanuary the riots reached a culminating point,  899968556778255/2type=3
if they had not done so before, and the result https://www.facebook.com/
was that whether terrorised or not,themen permalink.php?story f
of Richardson's were afraid to actinthe bid=899968556778255
employment, and the merchants were obliged = &1d=128687730573012&substory_index=0
o import strangers to work the Yarra Yarra.

hey were attacked by a mob of the most

violent description, and the police who were A ';/'\'/.SITOR'%ALh NaTE. hatpi
€ protecting them were obstructed and lison John Hair@otes that pigs were

Hisassaulted. He asked the jury, having heard<@Pt in Belfast into the 1950s. They were
hd the evidence, to find a verdict of guilty by reared in small backyards by the women.

ng
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not those who survived?

doing which they would be asserting the law continued on page 31
33
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ARMAGH continued

people got nothing but roseate promi
which failed to blossom, and during t
time that Irish interests were scandalou
sacrificed and he thoroughly deserves

L

return was expected from the start, buf
opponent’s poll was heavier than w

anticipated. Captain Redmond was |re
elected by a narrow majority. If, as e

have said, there had been no compro
over the eight Ulster seats, the great |
Parliamentary Party would consist of tyv

members without a leader. The "Party
was swept out of Leinster and Connaght
he

Captain Redmond was the only mem
who retained his seat in Munster, &

were re-elected through the loyal supy
of the Sinn Feiners.

It is evident that in seven out of the
eight seats the agreement between the
parties was honourably observed. Bu

East Down the treachery of the AQH
er
d
JI? County seats and of the rest of Leinster.Ulster and ever since, it has adopte
Johnston, Mr. Dillon’s candidate, who
was supposed to have stood down and th

[Ancient Order of Hibernians] and oth
local supporters of Mr. Dillon showg
itself even before the polling day, with t
result that 4,321 votes were cast for

seat was handed over to the Unioni

The net result of the elections is the retur
of seventy-three Sinn Feiners, while Mr

Devlin has five followers, or, with T.R.
O’Connor thrown in, the full strength

Unionists will return to Parliament with
party of twenty-six as compared w
eighteen in the previous House
Commons. The Liberals have disappea|
Sir Thomas Russell’'s constituency W

Sesfifteen, which was their number befo

€ the Dissolution.
sly

theC
fate which has overtaken him. Mr. Devliny's

h

"a straight fight with a Nationalist. But th
- local supporters of Mr. Dillon put forwarfl
Tlssh% third candidate after the Unionist apd

. poor was the support accorded him thai

‘Dockrell, who won the seat for the Unio
r. . .
ists, only beat the combined National

: N0otal by 54 votes, and it is more than 19
were it not for the arrangement we have

referred to Mr. Devlin would be the onjy
member of Mr. Dillon’s party representing
Ulster. Under the compromise Mesgrs
MacVeigh, Harbison, Donnelly and Kelly
ort

" to be returned for any Dublin seat, we,

se
tw

51 his seat was a safe one. His constitue
Mhowever, gave Mr. Nugent, who shod
never have been a member of ParliamgntGovernment. Culturally, it could easily

Df
the Irish Party will be seven, and the
a
th

o}
red
as

now hold twenty-three seats in Ulst
against sixteenin the last Parliament, wh

br Fein candidate in whose case personglity
ilewas cast aside and principles voted fo

the Nationalists of both sections hale fact,inmany of the contests any candighte

e
In the metropolitan area the Unionigts

in
ve
in
e

Sinn Feiner had been in the field, and
forfeits his deposit. As it was, Sir Maurige
']_
st
probable that a number of Nationaligts
abstained from voting in the circumstand
of the contest. However, if a Unionist was
in
common with most of the citizens, would
prefer Sir Maurice Dockrell to any othgr
Unionist.

In the other Dublin contests th
Ynionists fared badly, and the results|in
Pembroke and South County Dublin myist
have surprised them. With the exceptipn

of Rathmines, the Sinn Feiners mad¢ a

clean sweep of all the Dublin City and
Mr. Clancy, Mr. Nugent and Mr. Field
have been defeated, though Mr. Nug
‘fAOH National Secretary] was confident
Id

hisconge despite all his wirepulling and
the strong Unionist vote he received.

We regret that Dublin and the country
lose the services of Alderman Alfie Byrng,
who while in Parliament proved himselfa
thoroughly useful member.

Madame Markievicz is the only womgn

pntmovement and has jettisoned all clai

htspolitical situation in the Six Counties, a

would have won for Sinn FeinTl{e Irish
IndependenMonday, Dec. 30, 1918)

ontested four constituencies and hoped SOME NOTES AND COMMENTS
" to win three. Their only success was
iS . . .
Rathmines, a new constituency which,
a5 pelieve, would not have gone Unionist

Thelrish Independentvas formed i

1905 as the direct successor to the DR

Irish Independentin 1890s pro-Parnellig

newspaper, and was launched by Willi
Martin Murphy, a nationalist business
and staunch anti-Parnellite.

SO During the 1913 Lockout of worke
heMurphy was the leading figure among

employers, and thérish Independen
vigorously sided with its owner's intereg
The Irish Independentescribed thq
16 Easter Rising dsmsane and crimi

nal" and called for the shooting of ifs

€Sleaders. In December 1919, during

Irish War of Independence, the IHA

destroyed the printing works of the pae

angered at its criticism of the Irish Rep
lican Army's attacks on members of
Dublin Metropolitan Police and Briti
Government officials.

For most of its history, thigish Inde-

pendengave its political allegiance to tige

Pro-Treaty party Cumann na nGaedt

and later its successor party, Fine Ga
During the 28 year Northern War

pathological hatred of the Republic
any rational or objective analysis of f
more especially the role of the Biriti

mistaken for an organ from the 'ho
counties' of south-eastern England.

In 1961 the Harp became the symbo
the Irish Independent whicloriginally
appeared in black but was changed
green in 1972.

merged into other divisions of Tyrone, ., qigate in the United Kingdom to the The Pig-Buyers Again

and Mr. John MacNeill won Derry City,
the only other Liberal seat.

East Down, a new constituency larg
formed out of a division formerly

represented by a Nationalist, was by PartyPatrick’s Division. This lady MP hag
is proved herself to be lacking in that men
s, balance which we would like to see
ewpeople, be they man or woman, occupy
he responsible positions, and we think tk
s placing her on a pedestal will do litt
ongood either to the Sinn Fein Party or to

treachery given to the Unionists. This
the only direct gain from the Nationalis
the other seats which they won being
Unionist constituencies created by

redistribution. The Unionists did not do
well as they expected. They calculated
winning thirty-two seats in Ulster along

and would probably have won thirty hadl it Field, one of the "Party” humbugs, anq it
not been for the Ulster compromise. They is evident that she was not the only S

elected. We have no admiration for, and

The newspaper extracts below condg

cannot approve of, her extreme brand ofaftermath of Waterford Pig Buyers "strik

other lady candidate was not found for jt.

fal
n

he
country. However, she routed Mr. WiIIialn

nn

ply politics, and we only regret that some of 1897, and John Redmond's involvems

The extracts are fronhttps://www.
flickr.com/photos/nlireland/6797347614/i
photostrean#nd they include a photogra

which supposedly shows the Lord Chgef

a man holding a jar (of liquour?).
The Pig Buyers were a kind of logk

continued on



: their assistance other auxiliaries of a lg¢ss Independent Unionist 1
ARMAGH continued pleasing kind; and they have failed. Tir:l:e Irish Party
[

is fighting againstthem. lllusions are be

g
which to strike down England, and aim fn dispelled. Their bag of tricks is nearly

assassin blow at the heart of the Empirg. Aplayed out. The Republic they promised is
native Parliament they have tried to foe- never going to materialise. The one way|in SNOWED UNDER
shadow as a sort of Bolshevist despotigm which they can "deliver the goods” is By  (irish Independent-December 30, 1918
in which the Protestant minority would e beating the British Empire to a frazzlg, |t js not so very long ago since Lojd
hopelessly atthe mercy of a party bent, potand the most gullible devotee of a "t€n- French and Mr. Shorttwere congratulathhg
on making Ireland a nation of prosperdus foot pike" no longer dreams of that. Wy {hemselves that Sinn Fein was on ke
freemen, but on utilising their new-fourld not own up, have done witamies and [ \yane and that with plenty of firm gove
powers for a fresh campaign of unrest gndlet Ireland unite on the old lines laid down ment je.. Prussianism, it would sopn
disaffection. Thatis notwhatthe National- by Charles Stewart Parnell and concentrateyindle to extinction. This only provs
ists of South Armagh desire. The wantjanon a demand for a broad and generpug, g, slight is our rulers’ knowledge ff
end to the age-long struggle. They degirescheme of legislative freedom? If nat, |rgjand and how futile are Prussifin
the restoration of their stolen Parliameht. Nationalist Ireland must set her house|in ethods. The Irish people showed fpy
They are anxious for an opportunity fo order. South Armagh has given a gallgntineir votes at the General Election thiir
build up a new and prosperous Irelahdlead. And as the North began, so will &ll disapproval of the present system fof
based on Irish ideals and living its life ¢n Ireland step into line until a free natign governing Ireland and their disgust at fhe
terms of mutual friendship and comple- sends her delegates once more to legis| atGumbug, muddling and treachery of fhe
mentary benefit with the sister countrigs. in a Parliament really representative pf ish Parliamentary Party. The withdraw
Above all, they are eager for a solutipn Ireland one and undividedEYening | - ofthe Irish Labour and Independent Parfes
that will enable Catholic and Protestaft, Telegraph Dublin-Saturday, February 4, fom the contests left a clear issue betwlben
Orange and Green, to work together for 1918) Sinn Feiner and "Party” men in the whille
the common good. All these things Horpe . of three provinces, except a few Dubjin
Rule can accomplish; all these things Pe  TheEvening Telegrapias launched ., fityencies, Westmeath and Cork Cly.
Valera’'s mad campaign of a hopelgssin 1871 by aformer Irish nationalifbrd | 11,0 1esyits announced today show fhat
republicanismwould certainly imperilarfd Mayor of DublinEdmund Dwyer Gray| ha rout of the "Party” was even greder
probably destroy. The newspaper was unavowedly Irish 4, the average Irishman anticipated] It
nationalistin its politics. It was originally |\ < - overwhelming landslide.
Mr. Donnelly’s smashing victory is f @ weekly newspaper but soon becafe
warning to the apostles of disruption that daily (except Sundays). The people expressed their wrath infhe
the methods of intimidation by armdd  The paperwas published between 1g71polling booths and wiped the discreditajle
gangs, imported from outside districtswfll and 1924. It was taken over by tfje and corrupt "Party” practically out f

not be permitted to overawe the counfry Freeman’s Journathe main daily Nation-

existence. If there had not been cd

into submission to the insolent dictates|of alist newspaper. promise affecting certain Ulster seats jne
an overbearing Sinn Fein autocracy. The ~TheFreeman's Jounakasestablished remnant of the "Party” would haye
Nationalists of South Armagh were npt in 1763 and ran continuously till 1924 consisted of Mr. Devlin and Captain Re-
slaves to be cowed by Mr de Valerd's When it was absorbed into theish mond. But this compromise arrangecgto
revolver-men. Fighting for nationdl Independentit had been a Pro-Parng] prevent the handing-over to the Unionijgts
freedom they were not going to be depriledorgan during the splitin the Irish Party blt of eight seats made a present of foufl of
of their own liberty of thought and actiof. later changed its allegiance and supporfeghem to Mr. Dillon’s late party, whic
The sturdy voters who have repelled {hethe anti-Parnellite cause. Until the 199(s,now consists of six members, or segen
invading hordes of republicans, have gijenthelrish Independenincluded the wordg  with T.P. O’Connor [Liverpool-Scotlang
the Sinn Feiners a much needed lesson ifncorporating théreeman’s Journain | Division], as compared with the one-tirge
what freedom means. The green flag dtillits mast-head over its editorials. In the solid eighty-five, or with the present Sign
floats triumphantly in Ulster; and benedth editorial article below, it is about to dp Fein Party of seventy-three. Itis a pitigl
its folds the manhood of the North w{ll another political somersault, which position for a once-powerful Party fo
march to assured victory, a victory that ultimately would have disastroufs Occupy. For many years it enjoyed the gl
will result in the restoration of Irelandf consequences for Republicans. confidence of the people of Ireland. N¢
stolen Parliament with powers and it has been scouted out of public life iga
rivileges undreamt of in the days of Flopd manner without precedent, and all becagise
gnd Ggr]attan and the Volunteegls of '82 GENERAL ELECTION, 1918 of its humbugging antics, its corruptigp,
(Polling Day: 14 December; and its scandalous neglect and betraydjl of
We hope the lesson of South Armafh Declaration of Polls: 28.12.1918) Irish interests. The steadily rising wavefof
will be taken to heart by the visionarigs. As aresult of the 80 contested eIections-F-JUbhc--dlscontent e ast enguifed ge
Their programme and there propagar da|nthe counties, boroughs and universities Par_ty .Toda_y M Dlllon, peaten two
can only spread disunion, engender hme'and e o , p gt £ 5 S ¢ »one in a constituency which he_represe ed
and entail disaster. They have been falrly . pposed return of INN FeINfor 33 years, and nearly all of his followdks
candidates, the representation of Irelg

and squarely beaten in South Armagh

e'stands as follows:—

They had at their command immenjs . .
resources, able and energetic workers, Sln_n Eeln --------------
enthusiastic emissaries, and they callefito  Unionists..............
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1918: A tale of

two elections!

ARMAGH ABU!

(Evening Telegraph-Saturday, February 2, 1918)

The North began; the North held on
The strife for native land!

Till Ireland rose, and quelled her foes—
God bless the Northern land!

SOUTH ARMAGH BY-ELECTION
(February 2, 1918)

Patrick Donnelly (Nationalist) .... 2,324
Dr. Patrick MacCartafsinn Fein)... 1,305
Thomas Wakefield Richardson

(Ind. Unionist) 4

Neverwas the blessing more thorough
deserved than to-day, when, answeri
the wreckers’ challenge, South Armag
the sentinel of that North of which Davi

sang, has hurled back the invading forcgs
and with magnificent emphasis renewdd

declaration from the Nationalists of Ulstef, which no manin his sober senses can hq
who have shirked no sacrifice and shunnedo see realised

no danger, but who are not prepared to|be
fooled with transparent blatherskite abolt
nebulous republics that are as likely fisreceived with greater joy and enthusias
Utopia or the Millennium. Mr de Valerd than by our exiled kith and kin the gre
with his ten-foot pikes, his Peace camoyf-free Republic of the West. South Armag
lage, his ludicrous plebiscites and "constjt- has sent across the Atlantic the cheer

uent assemblies,"” and the gigantic joke|ofmessage that Nationalist Ulster repudiatf

disfranchisement, imported from Hur- Sinn Fein’s "Gallant Allies in Europe,

gary, makes no appeal to the seasoned pngthose menace to free institutions a

serious Nationalists of the North. The democratic progress compelled Ameri

men who all these years in Ulster hayeto unsheathe the sword. South Arma|
ycarried on the National Cause meandeclares that Irish Nationalists repudia
hgPusiness. They want to see this old lahdand abhor Mr de Valera’s insulting sug
L "given a chance of building up her gestions of potential hypocrisy againstt
5' nationhood. Not fifty or a hundred yeals American President.

hence, but here and now, they want to §ee

| 'the good work started within Ireland’ As John Devoy, the mostimplacable

her pledge of loyalty to the old cause arjd 9r@SP: if she will but take advantage of the the Clan-na-Gael enemies of the Consti

of fealty to the men, who through lon
years of ceaseless labour and sacrifice
the teeth of cowardly calumny and malig
misrepresentation, have given freely
their manhood, their intellect and the
energy that Ireland might be free.

) opportunity, is the great prize for whicl{, tional movement, hasbeenforcedtoad

pe

By none of our race will the news b

iffrom the days of O’Connell to those gf Ireland’s hope during the war resg

, Redmond, generation after generation ffasxclusively on the pressure Presidg

bt struggled and sacrificed. What consum-Wwilson can bring to bear on Englang.

mate, colossal folly and infamy it would Only a party capable of the egregio
be to wreck it all for the sake of what ineptitudes that have characterised S
Cardinal Logue described aa ream | Fein would at such a juncture have p

This hour of glorious triumph compen
sates for many long months during whid

it seemed as if the Nationalist cause wadjto

go down under an avalanche of falseho

and terrorism. But through it all therg

were true hearts and brave hands t
never faltered; men of courage a

determination, who knew that when t

whirlwind of passion had exhausted itse
and reason resumed its sway, the coun
would swing back into line and refuse t
allow the great purpose of Parnell to
sacrificed to the mad dream of im
practicable visionaries.

The return of Mr. Donnelly for Sout
Armagh will give new heart and hope t
every lIrishman anxious for an era ¢
freedom and progress. Itis the first defini

forward as their candidate a man who
election would be regarded as a slap in
face to the American President. So
Armagh has saved Ireland and the Iri
cause from the danger that so crimina
blunder would have involved.
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whenavictory for republican lunacy woul
have encouraged the Die-hard champid
of ascendancy to fight tooth and n4
against any settlement. It has all alo
been the cue of the ascendancy factio

represent Ireland as irrevocably committ
to a policy of Separation, and willing onl
to accept Home Rule as a weapon w|

continued on page 35
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