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Brexit And Michael Collins!

styld=intan O'Toole writes that—

ugh  grexit is England's Easter Rising—
lledg@nunlikely event that allows a zealous
Iwaymsinority to change the course of anation's
history. But who, then, will be England's
cal Michael Collins? The grand gesture of
. -hational self-assertion must be followed,
ight! . oW
eventually, by a painful reconciliation
with reality. After the rapture comes the
reckoning. After their glorious resur-
, hagections, nation states do not actually
theascend into heaven—they come back to
thalearth. Guiding that descentis the greatest
rringest of political skill, of moral courage
ntt nd of genuine patriotism... Michael
. Collins had to come down from the
Ut'Oﬁmuntaintop of nationalist fervour and
say: sorry, butthisis the bestdeal we can
an gjetin the real world. He had to face down
at men with guns who could—and did—
DLHKill him" (Irish Times, 28.3.'17).

May's June Election!

Itis evidentthat Mark Durkan dearly wished to be a British politician. He hasth
of aHouse of Commons Manas had his great predecessor, Joe Devlin. But, alth
he has been sitting in the Commons for many years, and has occasionally been
to make a thoughtful intervention as if he belonged, he did not belong. He has
been politely marginalised as an outsider.

A precondition for being a British politician is to be a member of a British poli
party—Tory, Labour, Liberal, or SNP. If you hold a seat which one of those partie
win from you, that makes you a British politician. If you don't, that makes
Westminsterism futile from the viewpoint of your constituency.

Westminsterism has been a fetish of ‘Constitutional nationalism'—which, in fa
never been Constitutional in the sense of participating in the political life
Constitution. It has only been pacifist. It has pursued an anti-Constitutional aim
of removing the Six Counties from the sphere of the British Constitution and trans
them to the Republic—by means of debating points. Its fundamentalist commit
pacifism, regardless of circumstances, meant that the politicians of the Cons
needed to pay no heed to it.

Brexit appears to have had the effect of bringing this point home to the guar
Constitutional nationalism, thesh News It anticipates, in a most relaxed manner,
the surprise Westminster Election will bring gains to Sinn Fein and losses to the

Abstentionism is no longer a great issue for it in the Brexit era.
As Fintan might know, timing is

freygrything in politics. When and how
skeRriething is done is just as important as
strBais done. Things happen only in real
tfere. Journalists and commentators tend
to be oblivious to this because they have
n inherent problem with it. Things have
yaaﬂave happened to be reported and they

The same cannot be said for Fianna Fail, however which, under instructio
Stickie Eoghan Harris, continues to brandish Sinn Fein's unConstitutionalism as
A spokesman had accused Sinn Fein of being powerless over Brexit. He notes t
opposition to Brexit of Michaelle O'Neill, Sinn Fein's Northern leader, and asks w
her candidates will—

"actually show up and speak and vote against these measures or continue to sim
expenses from Westminster and use the facilities there?"

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 4

Marian Finucane On The British Wavelength political action is to be on the basis that
S ~ the EU is falling apart, that will place
For anyone following the Brexit Irish  of Patricia King (General Secretary Irish |reland back in the UK camp.

angle the two-hour Marion Finucane radio Congress of Trade Unions) most interest-
programme on Sunday 2nd April was ing. She questioned the teBrexitready' Another panelist on the show, Lord
interesting. Finucane is very pro-British and said that not enough was being dongyenry Mountcharles, tried to be diplo-

and is now critical of the EU, regarding employment thatwould be undery, i byt was careful to say that an Irish

There were two parts to the Brexit threat. Investment Funds would need t0g.: o m the EU should not be ruled out.

discussion: one with a panel talking about Eg;gtb{épr(se?slgi]li[ dth'?'z(zltltzvs;r;ng\;r ]ngAt another point in the discussidrish
topical issues and one with Declan Kelle- would expect from .a Trade Unionist>l/)ut Times Political Correspondent Harry
her, Ireland's permanent representative to pec! . McGee referred to the long-standing anti
the EU, and two other guests. later she said that the EU's future V852 stance of Anthony Coughlan to loud
uncertain, thatit might fall apart. Thatline ) y 9 :
In the first part | found the contribution suited the Finucane agenda very well. [{SUPPOrtfrom Finucane. Marion Finucane

continued on page 2



MPs elected in 1918 on an Abstentionist
platform did not realise the value of, as
Councillor Byrne says,dttually voting

and being counted when decisions
affecting this island at Westminster are

o being taken'"
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During the month Kieran Conway of
Dublin, formerly an active Provo, latterly
a dissident from the Peace Process, who
has now purportedly retired to private life
and given up interest in all that kind of
thing, appeared on BBC Radio Four's
Todayprogramme to say that the Provos
were defeated in the War. Thatwas onthe
morning of April 11th. In the evening
BBC'sPanoramavas all about Stakeknife
and the success of the British Army in
penetrating the IRA and disrupting it from
the inside.

Officialdom in the South denies that
there was any Northern Ireland War—or,
alternatively, if there was, it says that the
IRA was defeated. Thatis the anti-Treaty
viewpoint. And also the Treaty viewpoint.

If the War was about the Treaty, the IRA

Pat Walsh (Part 3 of series on Andre Siegfried) 15
Biteback: Brexit And A Snap Election. Dave Alvey, Irish Political Review Group 19
Shite And Onions. Donal Kennedy 19
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Electric Cars; Flooding; Mediaeval Ireland

and Religion; Cork Cranes in $130m Puerto Rico venture) 20

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: did not win. And, from a Southern view-
point, what else could it have been about
Democracy v. The Dollar! but the Treaty? What else was there for it
(back page) to be about?
What Happened At Glen?
(page 22) This journal originated in West Belfast
Reflections On Irish Labour Party Conference justas the War was aboutto beginin 1970.
It began out of the defensive insurrection
(page 21) of 1969 that had nothing to do with the

Treaty or Pearse's ghost. It was all about
the communal suppression of the nation-
alist community under the Northern
Ireland arrangement. What was said about
bartition was that it was irrelevant.

At a later stage, there was intervention
by anti-Treaty politics from the South. It
was a useful intervention, because the
particularity of the Northern situation had

Fianna Fail has long skated around never been clearly articulated—except
And concludes: organising in Northern Ireland. It estab- perhaps on a couple of occasions by the

"Given that Sinn Féin has changed its lished a couple of branches but has baulkeOCap_uchlnAnnugIRoryO Brady p_rowdeq
attitude to the European Union, surely a at contesting elections. Itis our view that political orientation ofa generalkind while
similar change to actually voting and a major disincentive to doing so is that athe forces generated directly out of the
being counted when decisions affecting g\,ccessful intervention would bring Northern situation were gaining coher-
thisisland at Westminster are being taken _. . . . .~ _ence. Around the mid-1980s those forces
; " Fianna Fail up against the issue of taking
is now warranted?” (Cllr. Malcolm : , - took command of themselves and felt
Byme, Irish Times 22.4.17). the_llLse;\tstlnr\]N estmms(tjer(.j hentheir way towards an interim settlement

e Party has gone dodgy over when ) . ;
The jury is still out as to whether a the Irish Constitution came into force, ﬁgdthbig:]cr)]und on which the insurrection

majority in Scotland is serious about taking the Treaty Dail as the starting point
independence. The country is part of not—as opposed to the views of its founders  So the anti-Treatyies can say that the
only the British body politic—with both  who would have looked back to 1916 and\War was lost because Northern Ireland
Tory and Labour serious about winning the 1918 Election. Could it also renege onstill exists. But anti-Treatyism could never

representation there—but also of the the basic policy of the founders of the Irish have given rise to the War that was latent
essential Britain in a way that Ireland State—abstention from the British Parli- in the Northern Ireland situation from the

never was: there was no equivalent toament: the policy of Sinn Feininthe 1918 start. And the community that sustained
Balmoral, at which the Royals Christmas- Election. the War knows that it won—that the terms
ed ever year, in Ireland. One wonders why De Valera, Arthur of the Northern Ireland system have been

But, apart from that, it is hard to see all Griffith, Cosgrave, Collins and the other changed fundamentally in its favour. And

He goes on to suggest that— the"effective"opposition to Brexit by the
"The SNP does notwant Scotland to be S_COIS Nats and qth.erls ma"'”g the ;Ilghtes

ruled from London and opposes a hard difference to Britain's intentions in thgt

Brexit and Conservative austerity regard. Certainly, the few extra anti-

policies, but is far more effective by Brexit MPs from Northern Ireland are of

putting forward its views in the chamber no consequence.

of the House of Commons."



this has been done without prejudice

united Ireland ambitions LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITO

The prospects for an ending of Partitipn
on Irishterms are indisputably much better
now than they were before the War.

Northern Ireland is not a viable state.

Casement Diaries: Archival Realities
U Inhis latest responskigh Political ReviewApril 2017) Paul Hyde fails to faithfully
is nota state atall. Itwas, and remainsi antepresent the position | outlined in my lettiish Political Review Mar 2017). Let
undemocratically governed region of the jnterested readers of tihesh Political Reviewnake their own judgements.

British st_ate. _ N - That atypescript copy was shown to Rev. Harris in 1916 (something nobody contests),
Unionism repudiates British politics| does not exclude the possibility other material was put before his gaze in addition to it.
Sinn Fein pioneers Irish politics. In passing it is worth noting that archives are not immutable but change over time as

Northern Ireland, inherently unstable \what was classified or lost or forgotten becomes available. Private collections and old

in itself, can only find stability within the  attics can conceal startling revelations. This is one reason why basing a historic

al thesi:

democratic life of either the British or the on whatis currentliOTin the known archives can be unwise, as well as reckless. Ifvalid
Irish state. negating material comes to light, one ends up as the tabloids describe it; 'red-faced'.

Since Unionismrefusedto contemplate  Hyde in his letter goes on to claim (no quotation cited) that an internal 1950s
aBritish political existence, the only other cijyil Service documentcbnfirms that thephotographs made and shown were als

way to go is Irish. typescript material§

Thelrish Timesunder new Editor Payl existence of theolumes at that time

O'Neill, says(18.4.17) Yet, as mentioned alreadyigh Political ReviewJan. 201Ja telegram to Washingtan
"Sinn Fein and the DUP have only|a haval attaché, Captain Gaunt, dated 29 June 1916 stBteatofjraphic facsimile &

British
0 of

He further claims!Nor has he (or anyone else) produced any evidence qf the

few weeks left to prove to the Irish and transcript of Casement’s diary of which you have, no doubt, already heard is being sent
British governments and indeed to the to America by today’s mail".(Foreign Office Archive: TNA FO 395/43)
voters of Northern Ireland that they  After the execution, John Quinn, an Irish-American lawyer and friend of Casement,

deserve to be taken seriously as groy
up politicians"

"N-viewed the photographic facsimile at the Embassy. On August 22nd Gaunt wrote to
London describing his reaction. He quoted Quihdgtlare this to be the handwriting

—which is an infantile comment. of the late Roger Casemeén(Scotland Yard MEPO 2/10664). Quinn went on to write

to be something in itself. It was set up|to  Enough said.
be a front organisation within the Britigh

to Gavan Duffy (Casement’s trial solicitor) describing hitke handwriting lookedl
Northern Ireland can never settle doyn like" Casement’s (National Library of Ireland MS 17603).

Tim O'Sullivan

state serving a British purpose against
nationalist Ireland. Nationalist politiciar]s
within it who take it to be a stable and
substantial political entity in whic

"normal politics" might develop,
demonstrate that they are not grown up. NOI’th Korea

therefore stabilised in 1948 in the form it
took when the American and Russian

Offensive Armies metin their wars against Germany
It has always been governed in syb-  North Korea is the last of the Cold War @1d Japan in the Summer of 1945.

stance by Britain, behind the local political states—that is, the last of the states left
facade. Anyone who has lived in the pehind by Britain's Second World War:

The line where the two Armies met in

North for an appreciable length of tinfe that is, the war on Germany that Britain (€if Wars against Germany and Japan
must know that. declared in 1939, expanded into a World became the Cease-fire lines in the war that

War by use of its Navy when defeated in

American did notdare to launch on Russia.

The mischievous facade has serfedpattle in 1940, and then left to others to O€ Part of that line ran through Korea,

British interests well as a disruptie fight.

element in the pOlltlcal life of nationaligt Thewarthat began asawaron GermanJ

Ireland. Whether it will continue to senje by Britain and France was Changed into a

That is why there were two German states
or 45 years and why there are still two
Korean states.

itwell inthe Brexit situation remains to e war by Russia and the United States against

determined. Germany, and against each other when The Cold War ended when the Soviet

they had defeated Germany.
Sinn Fein is fighting the June electign

regime in Russia turned against itself in
the Gorbachov era and rejected the

on an anti-Hard Brexit ticket and hopes{to  The American war on Russia could not principles on which it was based. The
bring in votes from outside its traditional pe fought head-on. The American war onstates east of the 1945 Ceasefire line,
hinterland. Japan was, in its concluding phase, a wawhich were maintained by Soviet power,
Its stance as the leading force in the of mass annihilation waged onthe Japaneséhen crumbled and the Western system
North which is opposed to the departyre cjvilian population with nuclear weapons. took over in them. Yugoslavia did not
from the EU has already brought it ngw |t was unable to practice that mode of crumble because itwas Communist under
friends, North and South—including in warfare against Russia, as many eminenits own power, and not as a Soviet

the Irish Establishment. The question(in jovers of freedom desired, because Russialependency.

It was destroyed by the

the June election will be how much its quickly became capable of making its fostering of extreme nationalism within it

position will be strengthened. = own nuclear weapons. The world was by the EU and NATO.



Itwas expected that North Koreawould and seemed intent on letting the world be,German nationalism, imrhe Closed
crumble as East Germany had crumbled.has passed. Commercial State
It was depicted as a barren territory, in-  The existence of North Korea is being
competently governed, in which a lunatic called into question on the ground that it Life as a consumer within the world
minority kept itself in power by means of has been developing the means of defendmarket is the only life worth living—that
Stalinist terror, and that it would collapse ing itself and is therefore dangerous.is not only an American convictions. It
when all around it changed. But it hasn't Voltaire's satirical remark is now the has been played back from America to
collapsed. And now America is threat- simple truth:"This animal is dangerous. Europe. It was not a conviction of the EU
ening to destroy it because it has developed/hen attacked it defends itself". inits origins but it became so under British
nuclear weapons—but is fearful of attack- tuition. The EU is now having serious
ing it for the same reason. In 1963 China, with its superabundant problems as a consequence—If the im-
population, wanted to put the USA to the pending European elections go strongly
test and discover if it really would prefer inthe nationalist direction, it might be that
to be dead than make a deal with the Redst will not seem necessary to reduce North
Chinese civilisation was there before Korea to chaos. Butthat seems unlikely.

We have no inside knowledge of North
Korea. Maybe the Irish Labour Party has.

It was run for a generation by the Official

IRA which had/has North Korean
connections.
was Russia that was calling the shots
1963.

If the Manifest Destiny requires war @

But, as to'Stalinist terror” being the
means by which the North Korean regime

sustains itself: that terror was operated byNorth Korea, it will be a war with Ching.
h

the masses rather than against them. [tAnd that war will have nothing to do wit
was a medium of mass cultural and the inescapable conflict of fundamenta

economic development. That fact is now antagonistic world systems brought about

being half-acknowledged by academic by the World War. It will just be a woirkg
'social science' in which the teftmass  out of the New England colonisation-
dictatorship'has been noticeable inrecent whose victims have never been count
years.

The notion thatthe masses were passive North Korea is generally referred to

against them by a small minority with reason. One book about it is callEde
guns, and that they were frightened by thatImpossible State

masterful handful of terrorists into doing It is not Stalinist: that ideology was
the remarkable things that they did in the working out of Leninism. Leninism hal
Soviet Union, istoo childish to pass muster, no belief-content for the masses. It wa
now that the Western Cold War mobilis-
ation of a kindergarten mentality for an
Apocalypse no longer has a point.

of capitalist modernisation without
capitalist class.
instance, represent a Russian work

The World War that Britain brought class.
about, but failed to direct towards any involved itinits own further creation afts
settlement that was in accordance with itsa start was made.
origins, brought about a division of the
world into two fundamentalist systems. analysis—and objective analysis, whi
The fundamentalism of the West was may be satisfying in struggle within cap
absolute, unconditional. Its watchword at alistsociety, loses much of its effectiveng
the critical moment, in 1963 wa&etter
dead than RedIt was apparently willing

to launch nuclear war if Russia placed It appears that Stalin saw this a

nuclear weapons close to its borders—asdiscreetly allowed considerable freedqm

it had done to Russian borders. to the Orthodox Church.
Its view was that life would not be
worth living unless its own way of life
prevailed. And this view was entirely in
accordance with the value system by which
he United States had established itself
over three centuries. That value system
was frankly asserted by Jefferson over
two centuries ago. It was re-asserted
bluntly by Obama in his testament. The
USA is the only indispensable nation.

In North Korea there seems to ha
been an effective combination of eleme
of the Stalin system with Confucianis
and local Korean traditions, under a geng
commitment to comprehensive se
sufficiency.

There also seems to have been
extensive development of an interr
market which is disconnected from t
world market. An arrangement of th

The brief moment when a mere kind was envisaged in the early 19
businessman won the White House on acentury by Johann Gottlieb Fichte, t

9%
o

BS
victims of a system of terror operated a Stalinist hold-out whose survival defigs

11%4

means of handling the masses in a progess
It did not, in the firg

It created a working class, gnd

But its distinctive culture was socigl

as culture when there is no longer a
capitalist class to be struggled against.

Europe was thought of, and would still pe
there when the nuclear dust settled. Byt it

InBrexit And Collins

n continued

try to report them in such a way as to
indicate that they always knew what was
going to happen because of what has just
happened. Then they are all-knowing.
They even seem to convince themselves
and give the impression that they can
‘predict events.

Butthe timing of their knowledge makes
such impressions just plain silly. They
report, others do. Somebody has pointed
out that our economic journalists have
predicted nine of the last three recessions.

<

Collins had his 'road to Damascus' exper-
ience, coming down from higlountaintofy
about what was possible and not possible
and how he then acted on this experience.
And these are the crucial facts when
judging him. Many people led by de Valera
realised that independence could take
different forms, based on his concept of
External Association, which occurred to
ch S . X

him one morning While putting on his
lésbootlaces and which he put forward at
the beginning of the negotiations on 27th
July 1921.

Touse Fintan's parlance, DeV had come
down from his ountaintop when the
Truce and talks were arranged, and even
before thatin the USA when he referred to
ve the Cuba model. But this never involved
htsan abandonment of independence.

m

ral The DAil that accepted the so-called

f- 'Treaty'thereby abolished itself and its
independence, as the terms of those

arfArticles of Agreemehtmade perfectly

al clear. Insofar as pure 'rights' matter the

e TDs had no right to do that. No more than

s the present Dail has the right to abolish

th itself. As de Valera quite rightly said of

e such situation$The majority has no right

a
2a Fintan does not tell us when exactly
e
a

—

p

ng

= 2

—

hd

policy of abrogating thelanifest Destiny ~ philosopher of both human rights a

hd to do wrong..



The moment when Collins showed his without being a shrewd judge of peop
hand—bynotshowing his hand—was the their strengths and weaknesses. Their we
Cabinet meeting of Saturday, 3rd Decem-nesses being his well-developed special
ber1921. Griffith made the case for accept-And it is noteworthy that he pinpointed t
ing what was on offer—Dominion status. same issue regarding Collins.

But Collins did not support him. Thiswas  Between delivering his ultimatum ar]
the moment when he should have saidthe signing of the so-calledreaty he
"sorry, but this is the best deal we can getcelebrated his victory by dining with h

€,

ak-

ty.Marian Finucane

e continued

d is a very experienced and skilful broad-
caster. Her approach was subtlesland

S shouldn't be afraid to break the EU rules.

inthe real world'but he did notand never Private Secretary, Geoffrey Shakespearewe've been saints in Europe for too long

did—despite Fintan's bland assertion. Thatwho recorded him being—
left the Cabinet with no alternative but to
order continuation of negotiations to seek
a better deal and to report back to the
Cabinet on what was offered. All agreed
onthat, as all seemedto acceptthat Cabinet
unity was essential to get the best deal
possible and avoid any split.

But Collins by his actions—in not join-
ing the Irish delegation when they met the
British the next day, Sunday, and instead
having a separate meeting with Lloyd

George on Monday, the 5th, at which he Lloyd George's test of Collins's mor

did his own deal—thereby betrayed his ¢oyrage atthat pointwas whether he wo
Cabinet. What he agreed with Lloyd gycceed in browbeating the members

"...in a mood of suppressed excit
ment... one significant remark made
Lloyd George as he was leaving | sh
always remember. 'If only Michag
Collins' he said, 'has as much mo
courage as he has physical courage,
shall get a settlement. But moral courd
is a much higher quality than physic

often lack" (Let the candles be brough
in", 1949).

courage, and it is a quality brave mgn

and look where that got us during the

crash. We should be brave enough to step
)' out of line". That is exactly the approach
b1 that Britain would like Ireland to be taking.

<m

al Later on. when Declan Kelleher was
Weheing questionedm he was mostly all things
9€t0 all men but at one point he made it clear
fl that the EU should not be seen as an alien
institution. Finucane became quite strident
in impressing on the diplomat that it is not
in Ireland's interest that the EU should be
h1 hostile to the UK. When Kelleher said
LIlgsomething about us having a good relation-
ofship with the EUm she interrupted him to

t

George is what he should have proposedpe delegation who were reluctant to sign.Say we had agood relationship with Britain.

two days earlier at the Cabinet meeting— (The British insisted on unanimity.) Inth
and there had been no earth-shattering;ircymstances, it did not entail much mo

developments over the weekend to justify courage to bow to the threats of the m

e
tal The other guests in that part of the

hsshow, Lucinda Creighton and Lisa O

his change of stance. And, even if therepowerful person in the world. That is the Carroll, were also interesting. O'Carroll

had been such a thing, and if he had anynq of moral courage that Fintan cred
appreciation atall ofthe concept#binet  cojing with. He is damning Collins, if h
responsibility he should have informed only realised it, by praising him fd

the Cabinet of his new agreement with jjymoral courage.
Lloyd Gorge and thereby forced it to

implicate itself with him in accepting or ¢ glins did not havéto face down mer

ts was quite skilled at putting a line that her

L employer would have approved of, that

¢ Ireland should cherry pick and be a'unique
cherry picker'.

Marion Finucane's carefully contrived

rejecting it. with guns who could—and did—ill Hi

anti-EU agenda is of a piece with her

N _ at Cabinet meetings. But he could notjorsupport for a close relationship with
Whatever position the Cabinet took \yqyid not deign to try to persuade them|ofBritain, historical revisionism, anti-Sinn

would have avoided the type of split that \,n5t he actually believed and from tHis Feinism, and her Ireland-a-failed-state

occurred. Come what may, its membersduplicity all else followed.
would be all in it togethe—to coin a
phrase. But he did notinvolve the Cabinet,

line. The West British brigade in the Irish
media are not giving up but fighting a

_ an . L, Fintan gives us a Collins and a histdry rearguard action over Brexit.
and instead maximised any possible split¢,, simpletons or the nursery—uwith r{o

Dave Alvey

by his behaviour—and the restis history. gigrespect to the latter. A morality pl
Ronan Fanning in his pompous silliness that does not tax the brain too much.

‘petulanceand a myriad hacks have duly 5 \veekly outing in thérish Times.But .
followed himinthis. This shows noapprec- (e |ife is much more interesting. On-line sales ofboolfs, pam-
iation of the reality that Collins had created. phlets and magazines:
. . . : The only good thing that has come qut httos://
xvttw d}:d (t301ltl;ns acr: I'kre thIS?d-:]enr]eth of the Collins deb&cle is that Adams ajpd ps:
(t:)ani iat ?ﬁ Od easi,o §Ip gp??ﬁ ) c? N fcGuinness learned the right lessons{In www.atholbooks-
de bgt t? tF:[h esptcame u (Ieiteinsth 0otherwords, Collins is a good examplejof sales.or
oubt about the outcome—a sp € hownotto do things in government. -org
Cabinet when its members had to learn
frorg the dp”?ss ?jf the agreement he had As for the fantasy of a Michael Collins
made and signed. appearing to save Britain from itself, theye Look Up the
Fintan is right to mentioimoral cour ~ hasfirsttobe the emergence of a Europpan Athol Books
age' he credits Collins with it, but it is Lloyd George whom he could help fo hi the Internet
precisely what he didothave when and Whip Britain into line. Angela Merkel i archive on the interne
where it mattered—in his role as aleadinghardly a candidate for that role—evgn  yyyywy, atholbooks.org
member of the Cabinet. Fintan's fantasising could not reach fto .
Lloyd George would not have gotwhere that. for free back issues
he got to—starting from nowhere— Jack Lane

y
Sich

puts the consequences down to de Valera'syqeed is his view of life in general, givgn




Review: Stakeknife. Britain's Secret Agents In Ireland Ingram does mention early on in the
by Martin Ingram and Greg Harkin. O'Brien Press book that Scappaticci seems to have
developed mental problems due to his job
in theNutting Squagyet he quickly forgets
this in order to hammer home his work as

Under Cover! an informer.

Martin Ingram was once a member of very close to the SS. Labels used to drive He emphasises this too much for my
the notorious British Army's Forces fear into people. liking and keeps up the same denial that
Research Unit, which had little to do with no double agents existed. How was he 1o

research and everything to dowith counter-  Ingram's views do waver from having know? They do exist in every theatre of

insurgency. Greg Harkin is a journalist. respect for PIRA to being totally anti- War and you do get the sense from this

This book was first published in 2004 and violence. He does admit to former Pook that PIRA has gained a lot of

its last reprint was in 2016 without it being inequality and gerrymandering being a experience. Ingram does admititis a very

updated. Itis mainly about Frederick Scap-problem in Northern Ireland but doesn't disciplined organisation.

paticci who for a time handled inner have any answers as to how this injustice

security within the Provisional IRA, and could have been solved, yet, as a military Ingram is of the belief that Irish Sover-

Brian Nelson who worked for the FRU. man, he is there trying prevent people €ignty is of little interest to Britain, that
Martin Ingram (a pseudonym) protests solving it. | think if you ask what good FRU covered the 32 Counties. He also

that the FRU let agents within PIRA, came outof the almost thirty year war you feels there was little cooperation between

especially Scappaticci, have informers can safely say a lot of good. the Irish and British Governments but
tortured and killed in order to hide his role considers that having agents in the Garda
in working for the FRU. The book is certainly a terrifying story Siochana could be a better solution. He

of wartime disturbances. Ingram admits it 2&cknowledged that there could also have
There is still a mystery surrounding isaWarbutgoesontocallihe Troubles' been PIRA agents in that police force. He
Scappaticci. PIRA stood him down in throughout the book. He has had all sortsSays a quarter of all agents reporting to the
1996 after 22 years in the Republicanof threats from the British MOD but | FRU came from South of the Border.
movement. That is about the same lengthdoubtif any real secrets have beenrevealed
of service which is the maximum in the in this book. He strongly disapproves of Brian Nel-
British Army. But somehow that retire-  He records the verbatim statement of SOn. He begins with a look at Nelson’s
ment draws Ingram's suspicion that it was Scappaticci which he made for the TV's €arly character. Nelson’s father worked in
forced by PIRA. Cook Reporin 2003. In it Scappaticci the shipyard of Harland & Wolff so he
displays his fierce hatred for Martin Was able to get his son an apprenticeship
Certainly informers in PIRA acted for McGuinness, calling him a hypocrite, at woodworking. The lad was not
many reasons which Ingram tries to sneering at his religious devotion, saying interested and left after 14 months: an
explain—from fear, for protection, for how cold a person he is—Mass followed a@ppalling and destructive thing to do
financial reasons, for revenge reasonspy orders to kill a suspect informer— considering the then Protestant monopoly
and—those not members of PIRA—for bringing up the execution (Ingram calls it ©n jobs in Belfast, especially in the
SDLP reasons, though he seems un-murde) of Frank Hegarty, a Derry man, Shipyardand the generallack of opportun-

conscious of this. who had given away the location of some ities throughout NI for young people. |
He also doesn't like to think that an arms dumps, down South, filled with know because | was lucky myselfto get a
informer could be a double-agent. weapons from Libya. McGuinness was Similar apprenticeship but back then it

supposed to have enticed Hegarty out ofwas an indentured affair with a deposit of

When you read the book the deathsEngland with the promise nothing would £5 and no leaving without your father's
sanctioned by PIRA were of proven happen to him. McGuinness himself said Presence in the shipyard main offices, and
informers, though there can be the oddhe told Hegarty to stay where he was, forhis signature.
mistake, as in a war. Ingram thinks of this to return home meant the end of him. Nelson then joined the Black Watch, a
as an own-goal. Today, when it happens After McGuinness’s s death recently | Scottish regiment. Ingram says Nelson
within the British Armed Forces, it's called noticed the media of both the UK and Was small and weedy and says he is
friendly fire Ireland have raided this book for quotes. Surprised he hasjoined suchatough bunch.
Ingram has spoken @far. yethe expects His theory is that, when Nelson goes
dhe rules that exist in peacetime cities like AWOL eventually, he remained absent-
London or Liverpoo|_ Even if it was true without-leave but was still in the British
that McGuinness enticed Hegarty home Army right through to when he joined the
with deception, it would have been under UDA in Belfast and began giving

whatever rules exists for war and the information to the FRU or its equivalent
survival of it. in the earlier days.

Ingram is incensed, on moral grounds,
at the idea that FRU aided and abetted th
killing of informers. He seems to see the
British Army in NI as having been on
some holy pilgrimage. Did he not study
previous episodes of British Military
Intelligence in, for example, Cyprus—
where EOKA suspects were buried up to  Scappaticcirants on aboutMcGuinness, Thisiswhere, as he implies, Scappaticci
their necks in the sand on a beach so that’m not too sure why, and there is no is made to look like something out of
if they didn’t give information or were not proper explanation, except that he seemslackanory (achildren’s TV programme)—
turnedthe tide came in to cover the heads?to be having a nervous breakdown. Hethough he later decides Scappaticci is

Some of the most brutal bodies in the forgets facts like that the Army Council number one in the torturing and killing
world have hadesearcrembeddedinthe (PIRA) has seven members and not fivestakes. That is despite Nelson setting up
name of their Intelligence Service. and that Northern Command has eleveninnocent Catholics with the aid of FRU

You also have the British Army's SAS, Counties and not nine. files and files from MI5, and targeting the



solicitor Pat Finucane for defending PIRA and describesitas running death squaq!sirship only to be quickly reminded by the
suspects in court. Itis claimed elements inthe manner of the authorities in Columbjia. Professor that the relevant time frame was
the RUC give the hintthat Finucane should But again he seems to change his nfindtwenty years.

be whacked. Sir Jack Hermon, Chief aboutthatinthe endwhenherecordswhat When the Haughey Papers were given
Constable of the RUC, also had an opiniona grieving RUC widow has to say abqut to DCU in February 2009 the importance
about Funcane as did Douglas Hogg in thethe changing of the name of the forceltoof Social Partnership to the former
British Parliament. So enough top peoplethe Police Service of Northern Ireland Taoiseach was highlighted by his son,
were to sanction Pat Finucane’s death.(PSNI). She says:!They changed th¢ Sean Haughey. An article in tHash
Ingram says there should be a publicname of the RUC as if they did somethjngExaminer(4 Feb 2009) stated:

enquiry but I don’t think he is optimistic. wrong."This chapter aboutthe RUC is the “The files indicate the precise origins
mostmaudlin'and sentimentalinhisbopk.  of social partnership came from a
Nelson, probably had outlasted his use- discussion with Chancellor Schmidt in

fulness, got 10 years in prison, and did People are usually still able to laugh  1982. Schmidtmade aremark to Haughey
four. He was later found by a journalist, under the grimmest situation but somefry ~@bout an upcoming meeting with
living in Cardiff under the name of Brian not to. employers and trade unionists to reach
Thompson and dying from lung-cancers  Scappaticci describes a situation |in agreementon pay and salaries. 'My father
: - X ) ) was immediately struck by the pragmatic,
at the age of 56. His death certificate which he is arrested by the RUC in the  common-sense approach of involving
describes him as an retired army officer. early days and brought to the Castlereqgh social partners’, said Sean Haughey."
At least he died in his bed in a safe houseHolding Centre for interrogation. Remem-
and possibly kept in style by his puppet- bering his anti-interrogation training, je  OnHaughey's role during the Falklands
masters. says nothing and keeps the samewarthe speaker said thatthe eminent civil
Onthe other side, numbers of informers composure, no changing facial exprg¢s-servant Dermot Nally considered his
within PIRA are thrown on the scrapheap sions included | would think. One of h|s criticism of the sinking of the Belgrano to
without a safe house or financial help andinterrogators then begins telling jokgs, have been a major mistake that dis-
could have had their identities leaked to and he keeps this up for two hours injanadvantaged Haughey in his later dealings
Scappaticci. He was known as Stakeknifeendeavour to change Scappaticci's cgm-with Margaret Thatcher. He also referred
or Steakknife (by the more literate). And posure. Scappaticci admits he almgstto the importance of the documeiihe

sometimes just Stake or Steak. cracked. Way Forwardwvhich Haughey worked on
Wilson John Haire | with Padraig O'hUiginn and the economist,
Ingram doesn’t think much of the RUC 18 April, 2017 | Kieran Kennedy, in advance of the 1982

General Election. Professor Murphy
argued that contrary to the conventional
wisdom, The Way Forwardlid not die
following that election defeat but was re-
used in the 1987 election campaign and
formed the basis of the strategy that put
A Seminar on Haughey the Irish economy on a sound footing.
Onthe Peace Process Professor Murphy
A Trinity College public seminar on subjectwithout grappling with Haughey's was of the opinion that Haughey's role

March 29th on the subjectCharles personal character and background. was more important than is generally
Haughey reconsiderédas the occasion In the talk he wanted to concentrate onbelieved. This was questioned by Deaglan
of a compelling talk and discussion. two aspects: the nature of the leadershipde Bréadin in the discussion who claimed

The speaker was Professor Garycontest that brought Haughey to power inthat Albert Reynolds and Bertie Ahern
Murphy from Dublin City University 1979; and Social Partnership. Regardingwere the key figures.
(DCU). The venue was the Arts and the leadership contest he was inclined to .
Humanities Research Institute at Trinity, be sceptical of the prevailing view thatthe . Amo’_‘g those who_ contributed to the
and there were about one hundred peopldHaughey camp had engaged in strong-d'sc_uss'on were: MartinMansergh (former
present, some of them well known in the arm tactics compared to a gentlemanlyaqv'_sertO Haughey on the North), Manus
public domain as became clear in thedecorum on the George Colley side. HeORIOrdan (former head qf rese"’?“:“ at
course of the discussion. had interviewed a number of the partici- SIP_T_U and a regular C(,)ntrlbuto,r mfh
pants and the invariable response was tha olitical Review, Deaglan de Bréad(in (a
|t was a fair contest—he opined that thecolummstwnh thérish Newsand former

Lynch leadership, with which Colley was news eddltorhwnbh_ thmsz T|mfe$, F|r|1(ola i
associated, had not covered itselfin glory,Kerlne y (the biographer of Frank Du

Sither in Opposition or in making extra- and wife of economist Kieran Kennedy.
years working on abiography of the former vagant promises in the 1977 GeneralShe is described on the Veritas website as

Taoiseach. He needed a further two year%lectmn "an economist, writer, wife and mother of
at least to finish the project. Unlike the six children. She is a regular contributor
many Haughey biographies already avail-  On Social Partnership, a subject onto The Sunday Business Paatd Irish
able, his biography would beradle tothe  which the Professor has expertknowledge.independentShe is a Lecturer in Econo
grave; he would try to portray Haughey he described how Haughey had becomemics at the Institute of Public Admin
in the round and place more emphasis orinterested in the subject following a con- jstration at UCD and a Member of The
his positive achievements than previousversationwith German Chancellor Helmut Review Group on the Irish Constitution.
biographers; he considered it impossible Schmidt. In the discussion later a speakerShe is the author of two booknttage to
to deal with the political aspect of his referred to the ten years of Social Partner-Creche: Family Change in Irelarahd
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Professor Murphy said he had been
granted access to the Haughey Papers in
DCU by the Haughey family, without
strings attached, and had spent about three



Family, Economy and Government in century with Lord John Russell's debts. -A discordant note was sounded by
Ireland’), Declan O’'Donovan (former We are constantly lectured about a lack ofFrank Barry, who argued that Haughey
Department of Foreign Affairs official maturity in public discourse but it seemed deliberately intimidated subordinates and
who had been Garret Fitzgerald’s Privateimpossible to objectively assess Irish thatthis gave rise to a culture of diffidence
Secretary and who worked inthe Maryfield public figures once they were known to in the civil service, a practice that had
Secretariatin Belfast in furtherance of the have character flaws. contributed to the economic crash. This
1985 Anglo Irish Agreement), Declan  In response Eunan O'Halpin said thatprovoked a guffaw from Finola Kennedy,
O'Donovan (former Department of For- Garret FitzGerald's debts were also writtenan appropriate response in my view. For at
eign Affairs official who had been Garret off and, Deaglan de Bréadun later addedleast ten years before the 2008 crash,
Fitzgerald's private secretary and who Parnellto anow burgeoninglistof political thinking in the upper echelons of the civil
worked in the Maryfield secretariat in leaders who had received financial assist-service was heavily predisposed towards
Belfast in furtherance of the 1985 Anglo ance from wealthy businessmen. liberal economics and the sanctity of the
Irish Agreement), Professor Frank Barry market. That ideological predisposition,
(Trinity College Economics Department)  Professor Murphy said he took my point propagated by Frank Barry's own depart-
and myself. Patrick Maume who wrote aboutthe Minister for £8 billion and about ment in Trinity, was the main cause of
the Haughey entry in tHash Dictionary ~ Haughey having demonstrated good prac-officials' reluctance to challenge Govern-
of Biographywas present, as were a group tice in EU dealings and that this was mostment Ministers during the boom, but that
of republicans. apparent in the way he had championedis an argument for another day.
the cause of German re-unification.

During the discussion | said that Irish A guestion that was not teased out was
politics had beenthe loser and Irishsociety Manus O'Riordan recounted how he the efficacy of Haughey's decision to con-
had suffered because the media and thérnad argued with Ruaidhri Roberts, the demn the sinking of the Belgrano. When
academic community had got it wrong by General Secretary of ICTU, who had it was struck, the cruiser was heading
being over-critical of Haughey. Taking resisted the idea of broadening Socialaway from the Falklands and was outside
one example, | said that in the matter of Partnership Agreements to include mattersthe total exclusion zone that the British
Irish engagement with the EU, a vital of economic policy as was advocated byhad delineated as the combat zone.
matter following Brexit, Haughey had Haughey. Manus also picked up onapointHaughey had supported British requests
demonstrated how Ireland could partici- that Haughey had burned a Union Jackfor sanctions against Argentina by the EU
pate on arelatively equal footing with the beside the front entrance to Trinity on the in the early stage of the crisis. However,
powerful member states like France andday World War Il ended. He said that the Irish public opinion was divided on the
Germany. He could do this because he hadricolour had been disrespected just priorissue, and some Fianna Fail TDs wanted
aclear sense of the Irish national tradition.to Haughey's action. Hubert Butler wrote the Government to be more critical of the
Inthe Governmentthat followed Haughey, to the Irish Times saying that the flying of British. Whenthe Belgrano was torpedoed,
Ethna Fitzgerald described herself as thethe Union Jack had been provocative, thatwith the loss of 323 lives, Haughey con-
Minister for £8 billion; in other words the it was comparable to flying a German flag demned it. Perhaps the most famous critic
engagement with the EU had deterioratedin Czechoslovakia, but this was an of the Belgrano sinking was the British
to the level of extracting the maximum intervention of Butler's thatwas notwidely Labour MP, Tam Dalyell, whose persist-
amount of money and little else. publicised. ence in exposing its wantonness was

eventually vindicated. There is clearly a

Martin Mansergh, Finola Kennedy and case for rejecting the Dermot Nally posi-
Frank O'Donovan all spoke on Haughey'stion, which seems preoccupied with
manner of dealing with civil servants. diplomatic relationships at the expense of
They were agreed that he was a goodreland's independent foreign policy.
listener and could master a brief incisively.

While he liked to be challenged and was The mythology, misrepresentation and
open to changing his chosen line of actionhostile prejudice that surrounds Charles
if a counter-argument was strong enough,Haughey's name is so entrenched that
he could also be brusque. Frank O'undoing all of it may pose an impossible
Donovantestified that he was fairly treated task for a biographer. Professor Murphy
by Haughey, despite having worked close-deserves credit for taking it on.

ly with Garret Fitzgerald; and, despite Dave Alvey
Haughey's opposition to the Anglo Irish
d’xgreement, he instructed O'Donovan to
work the Agreement fully in the Maryfield
Secretariat.

Prompted to finish up by the chair,
Eunan O'Halpin, | said | had two further
brief points. Professor Murphy had earlier
made the point that the biographer of
Haughey needed to be conversant with
the literatures of a long list of disciplines.
| said he should add political philosophy
to the list. Haughey's nemesis, Conor
Cruise O'Brien, had written about Edmund
Burke but shown no capacity while in
Government to practise Burkean
principles, while Haughey, who probably
never read Burke, was one of the few
politicians in Ireland or Britain who could
be described as a Burkean. (I had intende
to say that this point was developed in the
introduction to John Morley's biography Reprint of a Biography of an
of Burke, published in 1995 by Athol Finola Kennedy said that her late Aristocratic Liberal
Books, but time didn't allow.) husband, Kieran Kennedy, who was a by a Democratic Liberal.

My final point was on the question of former Director of the Economic and
corruption. | said that Garret FitzGerald Social Research Institute and had worked| Introduction by Brendan Clifford,
had once described Churchill as thein the Department of Finance under [and Epilogue on modern applicatior]

Edmund Burkeby John Morley.

greatest statesman of the twentieth century\Haughey in the period before the Arms of Burke’s political thought.
yet it was well known that Churchill's Trial controversy, viewed Haughey as the
debts were paid by British business inter-best Minister for Finance to have served 168pp. ©l5, £12

ests. The same thing happened the previouthe State.



none other than Olivia O'Leary that this
Part One was untrue. And, what is more, many in
that audience in 2000 had to know this
also, including the Butler family and their
acolytes, but they went along with the
The Remaking of Hubert Butler travesty of the Mayorapologiabecause
doesn'tit neatly tie in with their narrative
"He became aterrorist revolutionary ly a slight edge to her voice | thought, so of the old dark days of Catholic oppres-
in 1918. Hisguru was present at his perhaps the Mayor had been taken asidesion? Indeed Butler went one better and
wedding night and he never lived with earlier and been made aware of thetold the untruth to none other than that
his wife for ten years until her death in misunderstanding. (Thé&ish Political most fierce opponent of Catholic Ireland—
1928. It was an iron rule for the ReviewandChurch & Stateat the time Paul Blanshard—for his bodkhe lIrish
revolutionaries that they should keep covered the whole saga.) and Catholic Power' In the latter,
alooffromwomen... Heusedtotellme  But now it appears we were all taken Blanshard "described" according to
how India would become free by in—therewaseverany ejection of Butler Butler—

fighting the way the Irish fought. twas fromthe Kilkenny Archaeological Society. "the measures taken against Skeffing-
when | was with him that | read Dan According to Butler himself in his 1985-  ton in Dublin and myself in Kilkenny.
Breen's 'My fight for Irish Freedom'. published'Escape from the Anthilhe Thepersecutionvas of a familiar pattern,
Dan Breen was Masterda’'s ideal. He states: and | try to see in it not a personal hard-

luck story, but material for a study in the

named his organisation the Indian - wy friends and neighbours were  modern indifference to evidence, but |

Republican Army, Chittagong branch’  memorably kind and supporting... butit  think both of us knew that had we been

after the Irish Republican Army" was difficult forme toreturnto a Society  |ess fortunate in our backgrounds we
Kalpana Dutt. 1945. (pp 16-17). which | had myself foynded;,o I never would have beeruined... For myself, |

. o after attended a meeting.” am grateful for the few inherited acres

"Although the earthly ideal of Socialism which have helped me to survive the

-Communism has collapsed, the problems ~ This is conveyed too as the truth by gisapproval of my neighbours..."
it purported to solve remain: the brazen none other than Olivia O'Leary, Author &

use of social advantage and the inordinateBroadcaster, who appears in the DVD and (Francis Sheehy-Skeffington was of
power of money, which often directs the says her grandfather John O'Leary, abakegoyrse an Irish Senator and very well

very course of events. And if the global ;. ‘Graiquenamanaah. was the Presiden . . )
lesson of the twentieth century does not 9 agh, was the Presidenknown writer and activist. | don't know

serve as a healing inoculation, then the Of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society. what Butler is alluding to here—maybe
vast red whirlwind may repeat itself in ~ SN€ makes the point that while they some reader will let me know but do not

entirety." were colleagues, they could not be friends;,se HB as a source!)
Alexander Solzhenitsyn in New  due to their social positions as Butler was
York Times, 28th November 1993. "part of the Anglo/Irish landed gentry* Various people, like Roy Foster, Fintan

o though we all know he was just a market 9'Togle, Rev. Robert Tobiet al, allude
After reviewing the contents of the gardenerwith 7 acres! O'Leary statesthaty Butler's great achievement of

DVD about Hubert Butler with its title ~while “there was a motion put forward to. scholarship in Oxford's St. John's College
"Witness to the Future ... but silenced in expel HB from the KAS as a result of the ¢ evidently nothing came of it. His
his own country”| can say now with Papal Nuncio incident, theotion was  mother Rita, we are told by Joseph Hone
absolute clarity that | never came acrossnot carried—itwas defeated. People forgetgtier's foster-sothad the bright idea of '
such a mish-mash caméiswhere even  that—it was defeated". So, basically, \riting to her cousin who of course was
the editing was so bad that one contributorButler being the kind of man he was— | orqg Grey the British Foreign Secretary
was completely contradicting the other took umbrage and flounced out of the gt the time pleading with him to get Hubert
and the whole thing was left stand. Did Society giving everyone outside of Kil- into the Diplomatic Service. ...Hubert
Johnny Gogan, whoFilmed, Directed  kenny the notion that he was victimised gidn't get a diplomatic postingWe do
and Produced'think no-one reallywould - and indeed we were all brought into the know that he returned to Ireland and
?ctually watch it with any kind of critical fiction in 2000. worked with the Co-operative movement
aculty? Probably what shocked me the o i

most )\:vas that, V\)//hen we were present in Hereiswhat | think happened—Butler Ezdsae|:§1?§ gatrr:egrlle \I;lbrart);ISgrglcvi:utt
Kilkenny for' The Hubert Butler Centenary used thenotoriety because he writes in- . - Butlerohag r:ete'l'ser r? 'I(')n a
Celebration—20-22nd October 2000 the above-quoted book the following: Guthri.e as an undergradala?e ein(O(>)<f())/r)d
there was much ado about the then Mayor  "Although my friends put up a fight, I 54 they became fast friends and later on
of Kilkenny, Mr. Paul Cuddihy, Fine Gael, was forced to give up the honorary he met his sister Peggy in Annaghmakerrig

iving afull public apologia to the now  Secretaryship ofanarchaeological society .
gecegsed writer over the way he wastreated Which | myself had founded and guided —latter on to be turned into thyrone

- ) through seven difficult years. My Guthrie Artists Centre Monaghan and
over the Papal Nuncio affair. oppongents hoped that m;y quuidatign they fell in love and married.
He made sure to state that it was nota would be decorous and quickly forgotten,  Butler and his wife did a lot of travelling
"pardon”and in response Julia Crampton  but my friends and myself were little  around Europe about this time, though
—Butler's daughter—thanked the Mayor ~ inclined to oblige them, and for a time oy certainly came back to London where

and said that thigilkenny Pe our smz_all society enjoyed in the .
[ [ y Peopldad put metropolitan press a blaze of publicity €Y Stayed for a while. For an author

a headline sayinHubert Butler was to which its archaeological activities had @P0ut whom a lot is now being written,
be pardonedbut she was now delighted  eyer won for it.” there are these huge gaps in our knowledge
to see that the Mayor had rectified this and obviously there has to be a reason for

erroneousimpression—there was definite- We now know from the testimony of thijs.
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What can be ascertained is that Butlerthis to be true.
went to the School of Slavonic Studies in
London where it is suggested he was It accounts for the fact that an i

identity is an important thing for a nation
to have—that it favours national wellbeing;
- creates, when needed, a national collective

awarded a Travelling Scholarship to pecunious Butler had to have some megn&ffort; generally urges the nation towards
Yugoslavia. Now, as | made clear in the to be travelling round Europe at a time [of success and buttresses it in bad times. If
Irish Political Review(September 2016 widening crisis—what he is really doing one google&national identity"one finds
edition), Neal Ascherson (whowas presentother than observing things is hard [to at least 25 pages—I gave up counting —
in Kilkenny in 2000 and who came off the know. Butone can surely suggest he dign'tfilled with items dealing with it. (Denmark,
worse with Brendan Clifford regarding get this money without some strings a small country like Ireland, seems to be
his knowledge of Yugoslavia) in the attached—though | am not going o particularly interested in the matter.)
London Review of Book&l. 22, No.5, speculate as to what these might have

8th March 2011 outed the Slavonic School been!
as "the school of English intelligence"

and, coming from this source of someone
certainly in the know like th®bservels  To be continued in next issue of Irish
Ascherson, | have no difficulty in accepting Political Review

Julianne Herlihy ©

Itis, of course, entirely possible to get
along without a national identity, as Ireland
and Zambia have been doing; living from
day to day. Even with collective zest lack-
ing, it is not catastrophic. But when, after

the Breivik massacres in Norway a few
years ago, the Norwegian Prime Minister
told his peopléThis must strengthen our
resolve to make our Norwegian values
prevail’, some old-fashioned Irishman
might have felt a pang of regret that no
Irish Taoiseach could speak"olr Irish

In 1985, the Irish-Australian writer Sea.)Ireland’s distinctive religious culture ygjyes”, because no such thing exists.
Vincent Buckley, after spending some —Womenblessingthemselvesasthey pasational values indicate that at least
time in Ireland, wrote in his book Memory & church; traffic jams at city churches on gomething is there rather than Nothing,
Irelanct Sunday mornings; fasting during Lent; They suggest that in that nation some

"Ireland has been asked to lose its M@y and Corpus Christi processions; theaspiring minds are at work.

Doing without a National Identity

national memory by a kind of policy, in

family Rosary; paying Christmas and

Desmond Fennell

which politicians of almost all parties, Easter parish dues—has withered almost

ecclesiastics of all religions, media to vanishing point; and with it a set of

Dr. Fennell's autobiography About

operators, and revisionist historians co- moral values, forceful because they BeingNormal: My Life in Abnormal
operate to create (and let us hope they dopointed towards a happy eternal life and Circumstances has recently been

not need to enforce, for if they need to,
they will) a new sense of corporate

gave security against punishment there.

published by Somerville Press.

identity. This sense contradicts the With the study of Irish history ma

immediately preceding one (the one basedunnecessary for the Leaving Cert,
on the rising of Easter 1916 and its RTE television, blind to that histo

aftermath), which provedfirst so exhilara- beyond the Famine, knowledge of Iri

nd .
Brexit: Supermac’s

h'V McDonalds

ting and then so wearying to its genera- history by most Irish university graduatps

itio?rse’lggg]iesor]:c\ﬁhswar:%?qfoggché tgg;:ﬁ}"i‘? reaches no further back than that nati
ever, so the new story runs, but two tragedy:_.]olurr;all(s;s, |n§teaﬁl of%/vrmnbg:_
nations; maybe several; it does not haveS2¥INg ‘I Ireland’ or ‘in the Republ
its characteristic religion—or ifit does, it commonly make do witthere"or"in this

ought not; it does not have its character-state" The only still habitual demor}-

istic language, as anyone can see or hearstration of Irish nationhood is not everyd
it has no particular race or ethnicintegrity. put occasional: everyone cheering

ilrr]'teé?ggmis nrc])(t)r:ihniggto_bae ;‘lfr:hég%;&l glreland when an Irish football team
of colourful parts, a nothing mosaic. Itis playing a foreign t_ealm or celebrati
together on St. Patrick's Day.

advertising prose and Muzak."

Buckley was sayingin effectthatlreland A nation can lack a national identity f
had lost its national identity: the fact of either of two reasons. It can, like Irelar]
being.a nation distinguished from other have lost the national identity which
nations by a combination of language, previously had. (Ireland had a well-knoy
history, culture and values and the sensdlistinct identity from the sixth century {
of being that. Since 1985, the collective the eighteenth when it began to fade to
condition that Buckley depicted—that of shadow of itself it was still in 1916.) Or
being together nothing in particular—has can, like, say Zambia, never have had g
intensified. Formerly Northern Rhodesia and nam

At the centre of Ireland's capital city a after the river Zambezi, it was created
tall monument, designed in London, has1964. With English as the officia
been erected which honours and signifieslanguage, Zambians belong to about
literally Nothing. (A joke says it was ethnic groups, speak a similar numbel
meant to be delivered to the other Black-languages, and adhere to many religid

nal Pat McDonagh, the Galway entre-

or Preneur who started his Supermac’s fast

+ food chainin Ballinasloe in 1998 has been
forced to do battle with McDonald's, the

US giant, over trade mark rights. His

dispute with McDonald’s could be a taste
or Of things to come when Brexit finally
is happens.

McDonagh, whose most famous prod-
ucts are the Mighty Mac Double Burger
and the Chicken Snack Box and who
pr currently pulls in over 100 million in
d, revenue, wants to expand his brand into
it the EU, the UK and Australia, but he is
n being blocked by McDonald’s who have
o trademarked ‘SnackBox’ eventhoughthey
thedon't offer the product. In response Mc
it Donagh has formally submitted a request
neto the European Union Property Office
ed(EUIPO) to cancel the use of the Big Mac
in and Mc trademarks that McDonald’s has
| registered in certain classes.

70
of
ns.

"McDonald's has literally registered
the McWorld. It is trying to make sure
that every word in the English language

pool, the seaside resort across the Irish It is widely believed that a nation

i1l belongs to them if there is a prefix of Mc



or Mac putin front of it," Mr McDonagh  regarding the company’s tax policigs. The procedure involved the victim left

said. ~ McDonald's are facing tax investigatiops suspended for an hour after the drop. The
“They have trademarked words like in both Luxemburg and France, and arepooling of blood in the corpse, after the
McKids, McFamily, McCountry, Mc  clearly not enamoured with the EU. heart has stopped beating, known as

World, McJob and Mclinternet in order
tbO’ ov(;art}im_e, sque?zrt]a out _Sdmﬁ(l:@rgalmgy McDonagh is confident that he wjll
ased businesses" he said. (Irish Inde-, i ; ;
pendent, 11 April 2017) receive a fair hearing from the E
authorities, although the legal process mayy o4 will cause engorgement of the tissue
The Brexit angle on the story stems take aslong as ayear. Who knows, malybe, 4 veins leading to a ballooning effect
from McDonald’s decision in December being an alternative McDonald's and upon the already flaccid rectum and anal
2016 to move their European headquarterdiaving crossed swords with the LSsphincters.
from Luxemburg to the UK. The move is company may give him a marketadvantage
believed to have been caused by increasingf he wins the right to trade on the
pressure from the European CommissionContinent.

hypostasiswill have a significant effect.
Due to gravity the blood will collect in the
U limbs and the lower part of the trunk. This

So, the bodily features Dr Mander
referred to were inevitable given the
subject had recently died and were exacer-
bated by the method of execution. As
evidence ofthe idiosyncrasies or otherwise
Part Two. (Part One appeared in the February issue) of Casement's personal life they counted

for little.

At the time of the execution Mander

Getting Casement backwards was already an experienced prison

physician. The doctor his note was addres-
A Wake for Roger Casemawentwas  upon this short letter? Let us go back to as€d to, Sir Herbert Smalley, was yet more
held on 5th August 2016. A highlight of few hours before the alleged autopsy andxperienced. As, according to Mander,
the night was the reading out by English let us examine the execution procedurethe examination took plactafter the
actor and gay man Simon Callow of the that Casement's body had undergone. ~conclusion ofthe inquésind no witnesses

text of the alleged autopsy report on are mentioned he may have undertaken it
Casement's body from the prison medical 'L onG DrRoP' Hanging  While alone with the remains. Then again,
officer Dr. Mander. This was theitmotiv So callediong drop’hanging had been it may never have happened at all.

orkeynote ofth€asement Projepivhich ~ developed in Britain in the 19th century. It

kept recurring again and again. Here is thewas seen than as a humane form of exe- What is striking is the report's brevity

key part of the text: cution. The prisoner was placed standing2nd lack of physiological detail. There are

o made th inati hich over a trapdoor and had a hood placed'o recorded witnesses. There are no photo-

the Ql%j:ct gf %ﬁ?néggvlgg;;o'ﬁ a;N %Se over the head and the noose placed aroun@raphs. It lacks the comprehensiveness
Home Office on Tuesday, after the the neck. The trapdoor was then releasedhat goes with forensic seriousness.
conclusion of theinquesttoday, andfound The length of the rope gave the victim As he made clear, he produced the
unmistakable evidence of the practices to approximately 6 feet to fall before the communication at the behest of his
which it was alleged the prisoner in neck bones were Caught abrupﬂy by theSUperiOT, Dr. Smalley It was notalegally
question had been addicted. The anuspgose. The aim was to dislocate the spindrovided for action. It was the carrying
was at a glance seen to be dilated and or,y o neck resulting in catastrophic Out of an order. What purpose then did it

B?g\lf;nsg) Iafloglr?(;t?klla?)t(r?gg]v?g?Ba(ri%t;tt)ﬁg damag.e to the spinal cord. It was FhoughthaVé?
bowel was dilated as far as the fingers at the time that this brought about instant-
could reach." aneous death. Modern science sees this as MAKING SENSE
causing a loss of consciousness but sees It makes sense ifitis realized there was
This was read outin tigutterfliesand  death as occurringin stages. After anumbef felt need to further discredit Casement
Bonesdance piece | mentioned in Part of minutes, depending on the state ofand to try to prevent him attaining

One. It began the quarter hour film by health of the victim, the heart stoppsmartyrdom. Mander was under orders. In

Derbhla Walsh, which was based onitand peating. addition he may have felt bound by a
calledI'm Roger Casemertiroadcast on . patriotic duty, considering he was an actor
RTE television 17th January 201fAvas The sphincter muscles control the flow j, 5 b plic drama in time of war. The note

referred to by Fearghus O Conchuir, who Of matter internally through the body. p4q ysefulness as a propaganda tool to be
had performed a dance routine, in his | N€'eareanumberthese. The bestknowneaq oyt to press reporters. Indeed, some
contribution to theBody of Evidence forobvious reasons are the anal sphincterg ass reports of the time did mention the
discussion in Kilkenny. Itis referred to on 2t the end of the digestive tract. Sphinctelyiscoyery of physical evidence on Case-
the projects website. In an entry for 17th Muscles operate in the opposite way Onents remains of an alleged degenerate

December 2015 he describes a visit to thehﬁw, mUStCI?S ufsuall)f[\{vct).rk: Lh‘iy are norm(‘jlifestyle.
British National Archives at Kew during &'Y Ina@stateorconstriction butare opene . . .

. ; . i What s also noteworthy is the cautious-
which he saw this letter and accepted it asPH€fly t0 allow matter pass through the ! worthy! uriou

. i i issi ness of the language. Mander refers to
literally true and describes how the doctor 20dY- With death, oxygen dissipates from! dence. H c?u 9 ) H g
"examined Casement's body after hig the tissues. This process also will causqleV' elnc - He does not use the wor

- the sphincters to gradually become relaxed” Proof’. He refers tdpractices to which it
hanging to probe whether he could have _ - i ianwas alleged the prisoner was addicted
had the sex he wrote about.” This process happens in mammalian g p

species irrespective of cause of death. The word“alleged is interesting.
But how much confidence can we place It appears Mander fulfilled a
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requirement from a superior with the
minimum of commitment on his own patt.

The note also makes sense in tha it
provides an appearance of corroborat onA second round of the
of the contents of the controversial Diarigs. II’iSh Brexit debate
Physical evidence, even a shadowy hinf of
physical evidence, as in this case, always
makes a strong impression. This [is
especially so when it comes packaged in
the remarks of a professional man.

OVERVIEW
In the first round we saw how Ray
Bassett's proposal that Ireland should
threaten to leave the EU was dismissed by
That, a hundred years after Casemeht he Minister 'for .European Affairs, Dara
execution, a hoax designed to blight his urphy, as'taking yourself hostage

memory in the public mind should becorhe Bassett never replied to that point nor has

the keynote text of The Casemen he had anything to say about a statemen

Project”, an alleged centenary celebratipn I\;OT ﬁno\t,\nﬁ r \u/mlrir M':aSt?r’leoﬁhar
of his life, serves to pose questions for urpny 0 Works unde chae

Ireland's cultural Establishment. It posges Noonan at the Department of Finance,
guestions for thArts CouncilandCulture
Ireland, both which supported the projegt.

=

communicated to foreign investors, espec-
ially in Asia, is that Ireland will not be
following the UK out of Europe. Eoghan
Murphy's contention has been backed up
by IDA managers; before everything else
foreign investors require confirmation that
Ireland's will remain in the EU.

TheCasement Projeatade no mentior]
of Casement's views on the Great Wal|. It
did not mention how, in his writings, h
had predicted that War before it began| It
did not mention his published bodke
Crime against Europédt did not treat him
as a man of ideas.

D

belies the claims of the pro-Britain lobby
that economic interests are their primary
concern. Economic interests in the agri-
food, forestry and other sectors are indeed
threatened by Brexit and the pro-Britain
side has been careful to focus on these
concerns, but the motivating factor behind

SPONSORS 2
The list of sponsors for the projeft the contributions to the debate from Ray

appeared impressive; from Irelarfits EB)alssett, t#';giel ']\c/,l[fgvlov(\j/e”é Egmon
Council,Culture Ireland The1916-2016| - °c'ancy, the EAIor oftrslinday business

Centenary Programmedance Ireland Post (SBP) lan Kehoe, and others has

Maynooth UniversityProject Arts Centre, been an ideological mlnd_set. They have
andBelfast Artg-estival Britain provided: becomeyv gdded tothe notion of Ire_land as
First World War Centenaryl4-18 Now: West Britain and_ t_hey are determined to
the WWI Centenary Art Commissions, keep alive that vision.

Department for Culture, Medand Sport
Heritage Lottery FundBritish Library
andthe Place

Casement's mind and brain wefre
ignored in favour of his anuslThe
Casement Projegot Casement back tp
front. It got him backwards.

=

Losing the intellectual argument is
never a problem when you have powerful
interests behind you, and so it is with Ray

The projectwas as much part of Britaif's Bas_sett and his friends at tfnday
WWI centenary commemoration as it whs Business Posin the cu_rrent phase_of the
part of the Irish 1916 centenary. In fac{ it debate they h_av_e rallied and their work
was more of a British event. The pels- has_ borne fruit in an announcement on
pective was that of so-calletrish Atﬁ)nld_15th that tI_End_a t};engy W'”. bteh
historical revisionism/whichisin essenc Z etﬂ |r:g adme_e lng_(ljnA e'l ag.':ﬁ 'Q. €
the provincial Irish version of officia etheriands In mid-Aprii Wi 'S

.. counterparts from Denmark and the

British historiography. Thus Casement's P .
deep concern with and well worked Netherle_mds.T_heln!t|at|ve is described as
follows in thelrish Times

views on the Great War were not engaged
with. His memory remained attached [to
the contempt due a condemned traifor
even as his legacy was, so to say, bging
celebrated.

"Taoiseach Enda Kenny is to meet the
leaders of like-minded EU countries to
ensure that upcoming Brexit talks move
swiftly on to trade and do not get delayed
by the UK's so-called divorce settlement.

Mr Kenny will hold a mini-summit

Tim O'Sullivan next week in The Hague with the prime

that the key message that needs to b%

ministers of the Netherlands and
Denmark, the other two countries most
affected by Brexit" (Irish Times, 15

April 2017).

These three member states are of course

undermining EU solidarity and initiating

process that complies exactly with what
he UK wants. From media coverage it
seems that Enda Kenny has been the prime
mover behind the initiative but we may
need to await the historical record for
onfirmation of that. In any case the Irish
Brexit debate can now be seen as an
exchange that reflects an important power
play, an exchange that has consequences
on the international stage.

KEY EXTRACTS FROM THE DEBATE

. Sunday Business Post, 2 April ‘17, editorial:
The absence ofany reply to these pointsyye mysttake an active role in Brexit process’

"What Ireland ought to do in such
uncertain times is hard to predict, but it
makes the coming months and years
vitally important to Ireland's interests.

Already, there are suggestions in
Ireland that our future lies with Britain
and not Europe.

Many people find themselves angry at
the EU's role as part of the much-hated
troika of the European Commission, IMF
and European Central Bank, which
inflicted a brutal series of austerity
measures on Ireland and forced Ireland
to repay all the senior bondholders of the
banks—at a cost of around 9 billion.

And even the EU's biggest advocates
cannot argue that it is perfect; it is far too
opaque and untransparent, and when
faced with its sternest tests—the financial
collapse, war in the Balkans, and the
current migrant crisis—it was found
seriously wanting.

However, Ireland has been a major
beneficiary of the European Union since
Irish people voted by a majority of 83 per
cent to join what was then the European
Economic Community.

Since then, EU membership has been a
measurable boonto Ireland and has raised
general living standards across the
country.

Ireland's net gain from EU budgets has
been 44.6 billion since 1976, which has
helped us build vital infrastructure over
decades and helped to turn Ireland from
avirtually bankrupt backwater of Europe
into a country that has the economy and
the people to compete not just for the
manufacturing jobs it attracted in the
1970s, 1980s and 1990s, but to consider



itselfa serious competitor with New York and there has been no invitation to theof independence, from Britain and gener-
and London for high-level finance jobs. pyplic to join the discussion. On learning ally, by embracing the Delors Plan for

This newspaper has been critical—to
date—of how Ireland has handled the
Brexit fallout.

from the paper's receptionist that they noEurope during the nineties, but Michael
longer had a Letters Page | emailed theMcDowell can only see the EU through
Editor to ask about the possibility of English eyes. He is less clued in to the

Our opening negotiating position has submitting a pro-EU article. Despite a British need for Irish support in the Brexit
been too passive. Our unfettered loyalty follow up phone call | received no reply negotiations than Basseit al but more

to Europe has been too apparent. Ourfrom lan Kehoe. So much for debate.

public voice has been too weak.

In January, we published an article by \jichael McDowell, Sunday Business Pos2
Ray Bassett, a former Irish diplomatwho apjj 17, article: *After Brexit, we need to

Becide what kind of Europe we want.'

has served as an ambassador and
negotiator of the Good Friday Agreement.

By questioning Ireland's tactics, Bassett
broke official consensus. He wrote:

‘Ireland should not shrink from
claiming the mantle of Britain's strongest
ally within the EU.

'Instead of bleating about a common
EU position, we should be convening
meetings in Dublin at heads of
government level with like-minded
countries such asthe Nordics, Netherlands
etc, that have a powerful self-interest in
Britain getting as good a deal as possible.’

It started a debate that many participated
in through these pages. The response of
Official Ireland was to call the coverage
Eurosceptic. It was nothing of the sort."

Comment:

If there was any doubt about the degree
of support being given by the SBP to Ray
Bassett, this editorial dispelsit. The Editor,
lan Kehoe, has decided to make a campaign
out of Bassett's pro-Britain stance. Kehoe
takes a couple of side swipes atthe EU and
then describes the greatest of the gains
from EU membership as being that Ireland
is now considereda'serious competitor
with New York and London for high-level
finance job§ a turn of phrase that seems
to betray a banker's perspective onthe EU.
So, a newspaper that was and remains an
ardentchampion of free market economics,
the ideology that largely caused the crash,
is adopting anti-austerity language to
disparage the EU, the entity that, with the
Irish Government, was left to sort out the
mess following the Irish bust!

Equallyrich is the boast about breaking
the"official consensus'Before the Brexit
vote the Irish official consensus was close
alignment with Britain. Brexit has made

useful for all that. McDowell's call for an

honest and realistic debate is rhetorical;

"We will be at a loss of our strongest
ally at the EU Council table. That is very
serious, as | know from my days at the
justice and home affairs council meetings.

The Irish interest in the entire EU
project has been radically affected by
Brexit. It was easy to claim that we were
enthusiastic Europeans while we had our
bigger, stronger British buddy at our side
to resist the integrationist urges of the
federalists. Now our interests are quite
different.

While afew EU wonks will still blather
about the need to be at the centre of the
European project, the adoption by the
Brussels establishment of a two-speed
Europe as a future path for the Union is
probably best for Ireland. We do not want
to be integrated as a tiny province of an
EU super-state. We want and need to
retain the maximum scope for the
unanimity rule in EU affairs.

If some member states are really serious
about enhanced political, defence and
fiscal integration (which | very much
doubt), | say let them go ahead. The
newer member states are in no mood to
build a German-dominated sovereign
Europe. The French will never admit that
their relations with Germany are other
than on the basis of equality. But it suits
both France and Germany to pose as
equals, even if the rest of us are not
fooled.

Trump's attitude to the EU is already
deflating, as is his attitude to Nato. There
is no brooding menace to us that justifies
our huddling together in an integrated
EU super-state.

We need a far more realistic and honest
national debate than heretofore on the
type of Europe we aspire to now. | can see
the opportunity to develop that debate,
and | hope we can all contribute to it."

that alignment problematic but the ~. v ent:

supporters of the old consensus have rallied
and are determined to preserve the connecg
tion with Britain, even if it means

disrupting Ireland's relationship with the
EU. There are powerful pro-British ele-

Clearly, in McDowell's mind Ireland's
upport for European integration in the

past was a mere posture, only possible
while "our big, stronger British buddy"”
was atour side. Given McDowell's connec-

he is writing for the only Irish newspaper
without a Letters Page.

Ray Bassett, Sunday Business Post, 9 April
'17, article: 'We need to step up our game on
Brexit'

"Yet, still there has been no comment
from the Irish government publicly as to
whether it supports the EU line of insisting
that it will not open talks on trade matters
until satisfactory progress [not defined!]
on the terms of departure are worked out.

As the country with the most at stake
among the remaining 27, it would have
been expected that the Taoiseach would
have, by now, strongly indicated Irish
unhappiness atthe EU refusal to prioritise
atrade deal. Our national interestdemands
that we settle any uncertainty about our
trading arrangements with our most
important bilateral trading partner as a
matter of urgency. Hopefully, that silence
will be broken soon.

The recent spate over Gibraltar clearly
illustrates that Britain is determined to
uphold its guarantees and promises to
areas such as the North, Gibraltar etc.
People should not glibly speculate that
they are about to abandon their stated
positions. The granting to Spain of a veto
over Gibraltar's future trade relations with
the EU threatens to complicate already
difficult negotiations and raise passions.
Elsewhere, the EU is insisting that the 27
negotiate as a unit, yet on Gibraltar it is
proposing that Spain will be different
from the rest. Could Ireland have a veto
over border arrangements on this island?

The level of jingoism in both London
and Brussels at the moment is unhelpful
and Theresa May's not so veiled, and
later disowned, threat to use security
cooperation as a bargaining chip was
completely counterproductive.

Also in this category were the reported
comments in the Daily Express by Irish
MEP Brian Hayes that Britain could end
up as 'road kill', along the lines of Greece,
if it decided to play chicken and
stubbornly resist EU demands. There
should be a moratorium on such
statements."

ments within the Dublin media; breaking (jons  through his own and his wife's Comment:
the official consensus has meant pushlngfam”y, to the struggle for national inde-

anopen door, probably receiving lucrative
advertising contracts into the bargain.

Ray Bassett's articles are the authori-

pendence he might be expected to have ative voice of the British interest in the
firmer grasp of history but, being an erst- Irish Brexit debate and for that reason are

The SBP editor speaks about havingwhile Thatcherite, he is blind to the required reading. In this article he expres-
starting a debate but his paper has recentlgonnection between history and currentses impatience with Enda Kenny for not
decided to discontinue its Letters Pagepolitics. Ireland achieved a greater measureopposing the EU's refusal to prioritise a
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be regarded as some third country in its
new relationship with the EU. It's not like
Brazil or Mexico, its importance to the
financing and the economy of Europe
must be recognised.

‘We have to find a solution that works
for the EU and the UK.

He urged for calm on both sides of the

Effectively, Ireland is an economic
region of the British Isles whether we
like this or not, and generally we like it!"

trade deal (his prediction was right on that
score) and later warns that Britain's
guarantees to Gibraltar and the North will
not be abandoned and should not be the
subject of glib speculation. So far so
predictable, you might say, but he then
proceeds to break new ground by advising
a fellow Irish supporter of close Irish-
British alignment how to suck up to the
British. The full Daily Expressarticle
about Brian Hayes follows this.

That many people should dismiss Ray
Bassettas aloose cannonis understandable
butdoing so underestimates the prevalence
of the West British mentality among the
higher ups of the Irish political class. The Comment:
facts speak volumes: in January Bassett As can be seen from this article Brian
advised that the Irish Government shouldHayes did not engage in EU jingoism,
be proactive in building an alliance of EU quite the contrary: he was doing his best aslohn O'Brennan, Sunday Business Post, 9
states who favoured a soft deal with Bri- an Irish Anglophile to minimise the friction April '17, article: 'Irexit would be folly'.
tain; that alliance has since come to passthat Brexit may generate. But Bassett is
right. Comparing the British to the Greeks
and using the worttoadkill' to describe
them is not the way to influence British
public opinion. An even great&ux pas
by Hayes was to advise the British, in this

"Britain has been handed a stark warn- interview with theDaily Expressto show
ing not to try and call the bluff of the respectand humility in their dealings with
European Union (EU) during Brexit the EU. Is the man for real? A recent

Comment:

Itis interesting to learn from this article
that many former Irish diplomats and
divide, appealing for an end to nationalism bu_s_mess people want Ireland to join _the
—no matter the country involved. British Commonwealth and that the British

Mr Hayes said: 'The great success oflIrish Chamber of Commerce held a well-
the EU has been to keep a lid on the everattended gathering in March which showed
present nationalism that has caused suchhe depth of the Anglo-Irish relationship.
chaos in the first half of the last century. |tjs also interesting to learn that the British
S b rearssecoer i soioeny I'sh Chamber of Commerce was only

" formed in 2011. British influence among
the Dublin elite is undoubtedly high but it
is also a relatively recent phenomenon.

"Former Irish diplomat Ray Bassett
has suggested in these pages that Ireland
has few allies in the European Union at
this critical juncture. Thisis simply untrue.

Far from being viewed as a surrogate
of Britain, Ireland has charted a com-
pletely autonomous course in the Council
of Ministers in Brussels through co-
operating with our nearest neighbour on

Brian Hayes MEP, Daily Express 1 April
'17, article: 'lIrish MEP warns UK will end
up as 'ROADKILL' as EU ready to 'Brit
bash' in negotiations'
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negotiations.
Dublin MEP Brian Hayes said Britain
should not be punished for leaving the

pay Brussels some respect.
While the UK deserves a go@&dexit

country goes into negotiations without a
degree of humility.

Mr Hayes said: 'If they try to play Eamon Delaney, Sunday Business Post, 9
chicken with the European Unioninthese April '17, article: 'Ireland should return to
negotiations they will end up as roadkill. the Commonwealth'.

Greece tried to do this during their bailout
talks and they learned their lesson the
hard way.

‘While the UK does have some cards to
play, the EU clearly holds the upper hand
in these talks. It is the EU that holds the
keys to a transitional deal, single market
access, customs union, equivalence and
any sort of bespoke deal that the UK
wants.

'If the UK wants to play brinkmanship,
they will be facing a very stern opponent.’

But the MEP also said the Republic of
Ireland should resist the urge to attempt
to exploit uncertainty in Britain for their
own good.

Ireland has been carrying out a charm
offensive in the UK in an attempt to
convince financial sector leaders to swap
London for Dublin.

Mr Hayes said: 'lt is in the DNA of
Irish nationalism to see Britain's
difficulties as Ireland's opportunities.
There are some who cannot avoid the
temptation for a little Brit bashing.

‘Amidst all this uncertainty, it's the
task of mainstream politicians and
mainstream parties to calm things down.'

Mr Hayes added: 'The UK must never

editorial inChurch and Statenagazine
entitled, Brexit: The Real England and
EU, but will get burnt if negotiators don't 1he Anglophile Mirageshows how the
view of Britain shared by Irish Anglophiles
like John Bruton has no basis in reality.
deal, he said, it would be in danger if the Hayes suffers from the same delusion.

ofthe Pakistani Ambassador on Common-
wealth Day, Delaney says:

a range of (though far from all) policy
issues.

In a diplomatic setting where there are
no permanent alliances, Irish officials
have sought determinedly to pursue
purely Irish positions independent of
Britain. They will continue to do so during
the Brexit negotiations and after Britain
leaves the EU.

Mr Bassett has gone further in
suggesting, as David McWilliams has,
that Ireland should consider leaving the
EU if Britain 'crashes out' of the Customs
Union without a deal. This seems like an
extraordinary overreaction to the
challenges presented by Brexit."

Referring to a function at the residence

"There were also many business people
and former Irish diplomats worried about
Ireland's place in the world, post Brexit.
And so they should be. And all of them
were wondering why Ireland is not a
member of this global body of former
British colonies.

Comment:

Professor O'Brennan's viewpoint is
reproduced here to show the weakness of
the case being argued by pro-EU elements
in the Irish Establishment. In this article
he repeats the argument that | quoted from
him in the first round of the Irish Brexit
debate. His hobby horse is that Ireland has
culturally and legally—and we need to always acted independently of the UK in
think nimbly and radically to stay close the EU. If that is the case, why is the
to our nearest neighbour now that it has Sunday newspaper in which his article is
left the EU. And especially now that the published conducting a campaign for

EU threatens us in terms of our corporate . .
tax and FDI policies. Ireland to support the UK in the Brexit

Last month, for example, saw the Negotiations?
annual conference in Dublin of the British
Irish Chamber of Commerce, set up in
2011 by John McGrane to focus on the
crucial trading relationship between our
two countries. It was a fascinating, well-
attended gathering which showed just
how important and deep this relationship
is, with imports as well as exports.

The reality is that we are overwhelm-
ingly connected to Britain—economically,

Noel Dorr, Irish Times, 10 April '17, article:
'Arguments for Ireland leaving EU do not
add up'.

"The decision of the United Kingdom
to withdraw from the European Union
could mean that the two most important
external relationships of this State, which



reinforced each other for 44 years, will the Brexit debate is that the pro-Britgin
now pull us in opposite directions. As |gbbyistsin Ireland have upped their game
235 ?rj ?g?gi{,ﬁi?fﬂﬁswgopvrfmi %%at‘rr]s significantly. They will now have bee
sets of relationships, | find this deeply :)ui)ye(;j gy the rllewfj t?]n me 1|5thdth t
disturbing. reland, Denmark and the Netherlands are
to cooperate in pressing the EU to go epsy
Allin all, it is right not to approach a on Britain. Otherwise the quality of the
major negotiation with a closed mind. case being made by Irish pro-EU elem
But a country should understand, t00, has deteriorated and dried up to some
Where its interest I|¢s and not putit at risk extent. Th&unday Business Posbtwith-
without fully assessing the consequences."s,{(,:lnding the declaration of its Editor
the need for a Brexit debate, has close

"Britain sees with growing clearness
that her supremacy is again contested,
and now by the very power she is ready to
associate herself. Since the U.S. became
a world force, a logical and irresistible
evolution has tended to shape its inter-
national policy on the same lines as
England’s. Both are pursuing the same
three-cornered programme: control of raw
materials international finance, and
maritime communications... This medley
of interests and aspirations results in a
maritime policy which endangers

Comment: Britain’s supremacy. England can no
longer institute a blockade except in
agreement and active collaboration with
America. Meanwhile the American Navy
in turn is striving to control communi-
cations, or atany rate certain international
routes. England is seeking an ally, but
she may find a rival"England’s Crisis
pp. 237-8).

Letters Page; it's possible that the Ir{sh

Noel Dorr's intervention in the debate dia will restrict th . f oDi
was significant because of his reputation media will restrict the expression ot opin-

and standing in the world of professional lon critical of _the Government from a prp-
diplomacy. Dorr retired in 1995 but since EU perspeciive.
then has been frequently re-employed by

the State for his expertise. He was at
different times Irish Ambassador to the
United Nations and the UK, and between
1987 and 1995 was head of the Departmen
of Foreign Affairs. As with Professor
O'Brennan his way of making a case fails
to inspire much confidence; nonetheless
within the world of Irish diplomacy his is
an important voice from the past.

Aninteresting side development s that
an Irish Anglophile, Brian Hayes MER
has been taken to task by Ray Basset{ for
§peaking too plainly to an English news-
paper. Bassett is undoubtedly right; the
Irish Anglophiles should stick to the|r
allotted task of undermining the Irigh
national tradition; the British have no nepd
oftactical advice from Irish representativies
orideologuesinretreat from their politicgl
heritage.

Britain had a habit of cutting any
emerging rival down to size, and in other
countries—including France and America
itself—there was a presumption that soon-
erorlater there would be a conflict between
the old master and the young up-start. The
United States was becoming the major
obstacle to Britain's world-wide domina-
tion and the biggest long-term threat to its
Empire. The United States potentially
represented a far stronger industrial and
commercial competitor than the country
England had chosen to wage a Great War
on and had shown its ambitions in the
world with the construction of the Panama
Canal.

CoONCLUSION

The main development in this round of Dave Alvey

Andre Siegfried, Part Three

Trois: Ah! Ne me brouillez pas
avec la République!

Andre Siegfried noticed the peculiar now, to blunder on and to weaken more,
relationship between Britain and the before the US finally made its move.
United States which was developing after customer in the world and was the only
the Great War victory over Germany. Siegfried suggested that, even if country that bought from England nearly

England, which had always fought to Washington was willing to engage in a as much as she sold to the Empire. When
establish and defend its supremacy in thePax Anglo-SaxoniaEngland was less Britain destroyed Germany commercially
world, was now seeking collaboration with likely to predominate in such a partnershipin 1919 it debilitated itself economically.
another Power in its post-War world. It and much more likely to become a junior It also owed much to German
was doing so through a tacit accord with party to the US in any relationship that philosophy, whichithad demonised during

Germany was the British Empire's best

the US rather than a formal alliance. This,

it was imagined, might impose Rax
Anglo-Saxonian the world like théax

Romanaf Augustus, through the power the world Britain had become mastery of.

might be established under it.

the Great War in its propaganda effort,

Germany and the United States hadand therefore deprived itself of an
arisen around the same time, to complicatdmportant intellectual prop.

The Great War on Germany seemed

of two great navies. The US emerged from its Civil War at the
Siegfried noted that the US was moment when Germany became a statdllogical from a purely British strategic

suspicious of being taken in tow by Britain through uniting itself against French pointofview. Whilst Admiral Mahanwas
and was reluctant to engage in the projectaggression. In the last quarter of the 19thconceiving America as a worldwide naval
England was mooting. The US had becomeCentury both Germany and the US Power and Imperial force, Germany did
a World Power in the course of World appeared on the horizon as potentialnot even have a credible navy and was
War One through its activity in relation to challengers to British supremacy over themerely a federation of states with a few
Britain and the latter's failure to defeat world. Asthe Centuryturned, bothloomed small scattered colonies. But, whilst
Germany through its original allies. But much larger as potentially threats to theBritain had developed a very aggressive
after the War the US had reverted to its unipolar world that had been establishedattitude to its other Imperialist rivals, it
original isolationist foreign policy, that of in the Hundred Years Peace. shirked a conflict with its strong young
George Washington, presumably judging ~ Siegfried pointed out that Britain was Anglo-Saxon cousin and neatly side-
the moment to be premature to take holdbehaving very differently toward one of stepped the incidents and disputes which
of the world at that point. It was seemingly her new rivals for world predominance would have been made occasions for war
content to let Britain remain Top Dog for than she had to her former rivals: with other nations.
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Two serious territorial disputes had  Britain bungled its Great War on Ger-
arisen between Britain and Americaduring many and it was heavily in debt to the
the Unionist Government’s term of Office. Power that had bailed it out, both finan-
In 1895 Venezuela occupied a piece ofcially and militarily. In January 1923 an
British Guiana and when Britain agreement settled Britain’s debts with the
threatened action, President ClevelandUS securing some independence for it,
invoked the Monroe Doctrine to warn off warding off the threat of an immediate
the Royal Navy. Although Lord Salisbury move by the US into the saddle. If this
rejected Cleveland’s right to do this, he agreement had not been achieved, the
backed away from conflict and accepted British economy could be devastated by
the referral of the dispute to arbitration. In any decision in Washington to call in its
1903, Balfour accepted arbitration again debts. But the debt was fixed at 33 million
in a dispute over the frontier between pounds per annum for 10 years and 37
Alaska and British Columbia. Astonish- million for the following 50 years—a price
ingly, the British arbiter decided in favour England was willing to pay to maintain its
of the United States and against Canada—prestige and illusion of supremacy. (Note:
a decision that was very badly received byat that time the British Pound counted for
the Canadians, who, from then on, nearly 5 Dollars).
determined on getting more extensive
Dominion powers so that they could look
after their own interests in the future.

Atthe close of the Great War the Royal
Navy was the largest and most powerful
navy in the world by a long way. It had
400,000 men and a post-War budget of
344 million pounds—seven times what it
had beenin 1912 at the height of the Naval
scare and cries of extravagance by Liberals.
Winston Churchill announced at the time
of the Armistice that the Britain would not
accept'any fettering restrictions which
will prevent the British Navy maintaining
its well-tried and well-deserved
supremacy."

But in 1919-20 hundreds of ships went
out of commission and the manpower of

tha_t the Empire WOUld give way to the the Navy was reduced by three-quarters.
United States without conflict, and so 7. .
The British Government voluntarily

determined on an Anglo-Saxon Alliance . .
X L . invoked theTen Year Ruleaying there
to prevent it. If the British Empire and the

X ) . . would be no World War for another
United States did not combine to dominate )

N ; decade, to save it money to pay off
the world, their divergent interests would .
. ; . Washington.
surely bring them into conflict when
America, following Admiral Mahan's
vision, could only expand at the expense
of the British Empire.

It was probably decided to indirectly
capture the United States, rather than
attempttodefeatitin war. And the building
of an Anglo-American Establishment, so
thatthe British Empire could live avithin
its great Anglo-Saxon cousin—the future
master of the world—became a significant
project forthe mostadvanced Imperialists
in England, centred around Lionel Curtis
and the Round Table/Chatham House ” .

aforced retreatfor British powerin Ireland

group. in early 1921 (footnotes included are
So it was determined to deal with Tansill's):
America peacefully and to go to Great
War with Germany. And, if it were ever
contemplated to destroy America after
Germany had been dealt with, the exhaust-
ing war with Germany—as a result of
which the United States profited because
of England’s difficulty—put paid to that
notion. And a Second World War brought
the US to complete dominance.

It seems to have been instinctively
realised in British ruling circles that the
Empire was destined ultimately to give
way to its younger Anglo-Saxon cousin as
master of the world. That is the only
explanation for the attitude of inferiority
that British Statesmen—including Arthur
Balfour, Philosopher and Prime
Minister—began adopting towards the
United States at the turn of the century.

Joseph Chamberlain did not believe

In 1921, with the President Harding
administration taking Office and the
Anglophile President Wilson gone, Lloyd
George realised he had to come to terms
with the Americans.

The American historian, Charles Callan
Tansill, described the effect the changing
power relations between Britain and the
US had on the conflict that was raging in
Ireland between the democracy, which
had emerged in the 1918 Election, and
Britain’s attempts to subdue it. This led to

"In London it was felt to be imperative
that better relations be established with
Washington. Lloyd George realized only
too clearly that England was at the greatest
crossroads in history. America had
emerged from the World War as a great
naval power that would soon successfully
challenge British supremacy on the high
seas. This war had seriously imperiled
the financial structure of the British

Empire, and it was obviously impossible
for the British Government to enter upon
an arms race with the United States. The
best that Britain could hope to achieve
was naval parity, and this could be
arranged only if cordial relations were
maintained with America. American
naval construction had been curtailed by
President Wilson in 1919 after his 'deal’
with Lloyd George, under the terms of
which America would reduce the rate of
naval construction in return for British
support of Wilson’s project of a League
of NationgHarold and Margaret Sprout,
Towards a New Order of Sea Power,
Princeton, 1940, pp. 59-68).

"On March 4, 1921, the Harding
Administration assumed office,and the
British Government could no longer count
upon the pro-British policy that President
Wilson had consistently followed. It was
imperatively necessary for Lloyd George
to conciliate this new Administration in
Washington. Large loans from the
American treasury had enabled Britain to
maintain financial solvency, and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer ardently
hoped that arrangements could be made
with Washington that would ease the
burden upon the British taxpayer. Heavy
expenditures for new naval construction
were out of the question, even though
Winston Churchill in his most sonorous
rhetoric announced that the British would
notaccept 'any fettering restrictions which
will prevent the British Navy maintaining
its well-tried and well-deserved
supremacy(New York Times, November
27, December 6, 10, 1918; R. A. Chaput,
Disarmament in British Foreign Policy,
London, 1935, pp. 70-72.)

"Most British statesmen accepted the
fact that British naval supremacy was a
thing of the past, and soon even naval
experts swung around to this viewpoint.
On March 16, 1921, Lord Lee, newly
inducted First Lord of the Admiralty,
made a speech before the Institute of
Naval Architects in which he proposed a
naval agreement with the United States
based upon the principle of pari. J.
Young, Powerful America, New York,
1936), pp. 47, 53-54.

"A month later, Lloyd George courted
favorable American press opinion by
inviting Adolph Ochs, publisher &fhe
New York Timesto breakfast at 10
Downing Street. (ibid., pp. 49-50).

"The Prime Minister was beginning an
active campaign to establish a close
Anglo-American understanding. He soon
discovered that the price of such an
understanding would be the scrapping of
the Anglo-Japanese Alliance that had
existed since January 30, 1902. At first
he was very reluctant to pay this price.

"OnJune 20, 1921, an imperial confer-
ence convened in London. It was an
unusually importantimperial conference,
because for the first time the Dominions
were permitted to play a role in the
formulation of British foreign policy.
The role of Canada was particularly



significant. Thanks to the support of
Arthur Meighen, Prime Minister of

Canada, the American Government had

its wish gratified the Anglo-Japanese

amateurs... America’s only security lies it further, moralising on its merry way?
in strict adherence to Washington’s gy 1955 the question was answered. It
policy..." (letter of 16.2.1922, in Tansill, |\« becoming théndispensable nation"
p.-439) that saw itself asexceptional"in the

Alliance was formally abandoned by
Britain. (John B. BrebnefCanada, the

Anglo- Japanese Alliance and the 4, Nayal Treaty. In doing this England
Washington Conference," Political Y. g g

ScienceQuarterly, March 1935, 45-59). agreed to something it had gone to World

"The stage was thus set for an Anglo- War to prevent—naval parity with a
American naval accord. On July 8 foreign power. Admiral Beatty described
Secretary Hughes sent a cablegram toit as abject surrender to the United States
Ambassador Harvey inquiring ‘whether but he was forced to swallow the bitter
it would be agreeable to the British pj||. Beatty was conscious that England
Governmentto participats n aconerence "o had @ vastly extended far-flung

Empire to defend with a much reduced

on limitation of armaments, the confer- .
ence to be held in Washington'.” Navy and one the same size as the US

(Secretary Hughes to Ambassador Whichwasstilllargely a continental/island
Harvey, July 8, 192 Foreign Relations, power. The Americans also insisted on
1921,1,18.) Britain ending their Treaty with Japan,

“"Cablegrams were also sent to Tokyo, which looked after British concerns in its

Z?S;?anr?csor;neeavr\?tﬂtfgtnga:jlir;:rtr?w?nqz'n area of influence, aggravating relations
conference would begin its sessions in with dangerous consequences. Singapore,

Washington on November 12, and Lloyd the giant naval base, looked vulnerable.

George believed that the fate of England [N @ controversial and very perceptive
was closely tied to the results of the later book Siegfried wrote about the United

conference. Conciliation of America States in the 1950s. Siegfried described
became the keynote of his policy, and the American as being continental/

In 1922 the British signed the Washing-

success in this regard was gravely
menaced by the situation in Ireland. He
could not afford to have this reign of
terror excite American public opinion to
the point where Anglo-American amity
was reduced almostto the vanishing point.
This is the reason why he swallowed his
resentmentagainst De Valera and arrang-
ed for the conference in London that was
to convene on October 11. He made this
decision because he thought it was
expedientto do so. Humanitarian motives
are seldom basic considerations in the
formulation of British foreign policy"
(America and the Fight for Ireland’s
Freedom 1866-1922, pp.423-6).

The negotiations with the Sinn Fein

"murder gang'were the first sign of the
weakening British supremacy in the world
that forced it to behave itself, within US

isolationist but also—

"... this same American’s interests are
universal, and this is shown in different
ways. In the first place by his Protestant
moralizing, which is characteristically
British, he looks at all problems from the
moral angle and reserves for himself a
privilege which gives him great satis-
faction, that of passing judgment on
others. If other people do not comport
themselves according to his ethical
standards, he reprovesthem asifthey had
committed a sin. It is a legal type of
moralizing which shows the American’s
sincere attachment to certain principles
handed down from the eighteenth century;
they include an optimistic conception of
human nature, faith indemocracy, respect
for international law, condemnation of
conquest and particularly colonial
conquest carried out overseas; if it is

toleration. But Irish America, despite
supporting Michael Collins's decision to
signthe Treaty atthe end of 1921, rejected
his suggestion that the US enter into
arrangements with the British Empire that
could enhance the autonomy of its mem-
bers, like the Irish Free State. John Devoy
replied to Collinsin February 1922 setting
out the reasons why a return to the policy
of George Washington was the safest
course for the US at that moment:

"In re-suggestion that United States
might enter Association of Nations of
whose bona fidesshe was satisfied,

American-Irish and many millions of . . . .
other citizens are unalterably opposed to Despite being orientated at the begin-

any Old World entanglements under any Ning to avoid foreign entanglements and
name whatsoever, knowing that highly- to oppose colonialism, whatwould happen
trained, unscrupulous British diplomats when America conquered its continent?
will overreach and hoodwink American Would its British Protestant instinct take

carried out on land, it is merely
expansion... It is not that the United
States was not, before 1914, imperialist
in her own manner, for indeed she was
and did not attempt to hide it; but her
expansion was limited to her own
continent. When the Americans found
themselves faced with world domination,
they sincerely recoiled before the
encumbrance of an empire; if destiny has
finally imposed this responsibility upon

the old saying goed, appetit vient en
mangeant’...(America at Mid-Century
p. 337 and p.340)

them, itis against their wishes, unless, as

world.

The British Government signed the

Washington Treaty in 1922 because it
feared the Big Navy men in the US,
inspired by Admiral Mahan, would build

a force that the British could no longer
afford to build and it shied away from the
other possibility—war—to settle the issue.

Siegfried put it like this in 1931:

"In order to preserve her supremacy on
the seas, England has waged two great
wars, one againstthe France of Napoleon,
and the other against Germany under
William II. In each case she was all but
exhausted. To-day, in a mere decade,
without a war, without a struggle, without
seeming to care, this same England—is
she the same?—has renounced her
supremacy, at least in principle, at the
request of the United States. We are
forced to regard this renunciation as a
loss of prestige. The English would have
you believe that it is simply common
sense, and that it had to be done. If they
feel humiliated they certainly do not show
it. Furthermore, Balfour and MacDonald,
the two men who in 1921 and 1929
negotiated the agreements which led to
the present solution, both returned home
from Washington in triumph. How do the
British really feel about it in their
innermost hearts?

"Since the beginning of the century the
British Government seems to have made
up its mind never to oppose the United
States. Itinvariably gives way, asifithad
decided always to do so. One recalls the
line of Corneille:*'Ah, ne me brouillez
pas aver la Republique!’ (Don’t mess
with the Republic!)

"England finds that she is faced with a
growing force against which frontal
resistance counts butlittle. She also knows
that in the case of conflict between the
two nations, it would be difficult for
Canada to take the side of the Mother
Country...Little by little this reasoning is
being applied not only to Canada, but to
all British possessions lying within the
American zone... In the whole zone
covered by the Monroe Doctrine, the
fiction of sovereignty persists, although
itis no longer complete—simply, it must
not be mentioned. The vase is cracked.
Do not touch it.

"England feels that she is confronted
by a sort of elemental force, and has
therefore put to one side all thoughts of
competitioninarmaments... Inwhat spirit
have the British people received this new
attitude, so little in keeping with their
traditional pride? It has not affected the
masses, and in the upper classes an
important section, probably the most
important, has accepted tlagt accompli
without grumbling. We would be perhaps
rightin saying that in this matter England
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tolerates from the United States what she
would never tolerate from any other
power. ‘Needs must..." the English seem
to say...

"Perhaps they simply consider that the
Empire must eventually dissolve into a
greater Anglo-Saxon ensemble... If the
Empire is destined to disappear, it could
be replaced, to a certain extent, by a
union of English-speaking peoples, which
would bring the Anglo-Saxon race still
more powerfully together...

"This reaction is difficult for the French
tounderstand but... itrepresents a rooted

close to her, any more than Europe can
consider herself complete without those
two little islands which lie at her gates.
Neither politically, economically, nor
intellectually, can one long admit the
thesis of a non-European England, out of
touch with the Old World... Europe... is
an irreplaceable market, and England
realises that her prosperity rises and falls
in sympathy with that of the Old World.
Itis sheer folly to think she can disentangle
herself from Europe(pp.245-6)

He believed that rather than choose

conviction... The American ofthe Middle between the Anglo-Saxon world and

West, moulded by the Ku-Klux-Klan,
and the Orangeman of Belfast, will often
react in the same way, but both will
always be incomprehensible to the
French. This reaction to the United States
partially explains Britain’s lassitude in
not striving to retain by force her political
control of the world. She is beginning to
feel old. She naturally makes way for
youth, especially since the youth is a
member of her own family... By paying

Europe—

"England will not choose at all. Faithful
to her tradition and her genius, she will
hover between the two groups, without
giving herself completely either to one or
the other. A European England is a
dream... Vitality and flexibility have
always been the strongest traits of the
British nation... The Empire, and the
spirit on which it thrives, have unlimited
powers of adaption and life" (p.251).

rearguard action for time, but time was
not on her side. With the agreement on
‘Anvil’ her Balkan and Mediterranean
strategy was in ruins; at Teheran the coup
degrace’, ‘Uncle Joe’and ‘The President’
keeping an eye on the wily old British
with their ‘Imperial’ designs, their
shocking ‘Colonialism’, their ridiculous
delusions that their grandeur might
survive.

"There was always a chance that the
Germans might reach a point of near
collapse to make ‘Rankin’ possible, but
‘Unconditional Surrender’ made that
unlikely, and ruined the hope that the
Germans might begin to put their own
house in order, and deal with their maniac
themselves. But ‘Rankin’ had not come
off, and nothing had ‘turned up.’” No
enemy is more ruthless than a friend.

"On D-Day Britain had paid, stripped
to her uttermost farthing.” But there was
still a slender hope that a miracle might
happen, that Britain might be ‘in at the
death’, and have a hand in the shape of
victory. A miracle might happen at

Caen... if Caen had fallen, if the armour
could have rolled out into the open
countryside beyond, Britain might have
prevailed before the American build up
overtook her...

"It was, in the light of history,
inevitable. On D-Day’ Britain ceased to
be a major power in the world, no longer
even to shape her own ends. The new
Europe would not be hers, or of her
making. George Washington might have
trembled in his grave!" (pp.257-8).

this price, the Empire can exist
indefinitely inits present form, and British
commerce can prospeEngland’s
Crisis, pp.238-43).

Andre Siegfried saw Britain, despite its
volatile position, as a fundamentally
positive force for Europe. And yet England

It seems to have been understood at theproceeded to flounder about the world it
higher levels of the British State that the had won in its First Great War of the 20th
supremacy it had fought for in 1914 and Century, before declaring another—a
achievedin 1918-19 wasreally anillusion. Second World War—a few years later,
Britain had increased its Empire drastically with Continental Europe as its main
in size but it was incapable of governing it battleground. Siegfried's France was an
as before or influencing the hinterlands early victim.
around it (and these hinterlands were Thisis the true story of Britain's Second
global). After expending so much blood  R.W.Thompson’'s 1960 bodke Price  World War, stripped of its Churchillian
and treasure in the pursuit of supremacy,of Victoryis an interesting read. It is about salvage narrative. It describes a war being
England lacked the will to be the master of how D-Day marked the end of British fought by allies for entirely differing
the world. power and the ascension of the US. It waseasons and a victory over Germany that

preceded by a significant deal in mid- was a triumph for the USSR and US and

Britain realised its supremacy was an 1940 in which the US broke its neutrality an utter defeat for British power over the
illusion—it was conditional on US toler- in the war by illegally supplying Britain world.
ation. This was a result of its refusal to with a couple of hundred redundant, Thompson argued that, having put the
negotiate a settlement with Germany on reconditioned destroyers in return for thewhole of her overseas financial assets into
good terms during 1915-16. The terms surrender of British sovereignty to the US the bungled World War Britain declared
Germany was willingto accept were gener- in a number of territories, the first action on Germany, she had, by 1944, 'shot her
ous, given its military performance, but of its kind since 1776: bolt'. The New World arrived late to save
England could not accept a draw at the the old, but its objective was not the main-
conclusion of a Great War declared for tenance of the old order.
world supremacy. A draw would be a
defeat so only victory was tolerable. But
victory turned out to bgyrrhic—Germany
was beaten but Britain lost out to the US in
beating the Hun into the ground.

So in the 1920s and 1930s Britain was
the World Superpower under the suffer-
ance of Washington. And Washington
refused to aid it in running the world it had
won.

Siegfried, seeing England gravitating
toward the Atlantic, did not believe that
England could eve]r really escape Europe:

"This day, the 6th June, was Britain’s
Swan song. It had been implicit after the
Arcadia Conference, when the United Thompson pointed out that for Britain
States turned her back upon Georgethe Price of Victorywas the loss of
Washingtonand put'‘Germany first. And. 5ccymulated wealth and her reduction to
Eteadlly the "Bill' had grown as it Was gq.004 class Power status. For more than

ound to do, as Britain must have known )
itwould. The ‘Destroyer deal’ hammered &Y&ar after the entry of the US into the war
home the facts... The last British toe- Britain had to bear the brunt of the
hold on the Latin American Continent expansive War she had declared, in the
was threatened. Britain was not ‘side-by- Middle East, Malaya, the Atlantic and at
side’ or ‘hand-in-hand’ with her great home. It was thereafter inevitable that the
ally, butunder herwing, finally under her jnitiative and the key decisions on grand

thumb. .
"General Marshall was not a semi-tone strgtegy would pass mtq the hands of the
United States and Russia.

behind Stalin in clamouring for the
‘Second Front’ in 1942, in 1943.
Perfidious Albion! Thompson saw the two decisive events

"Inthe Mediterranean, Britain foughta in the struggle for power as being Roose-

"England cannot cut herself entirely
adrift from the Continent which lies so



velt's spontaneous decision to dema

"Unconditional Surrenderbf Germany,
and D-Day, when Europe was invaded
an army under American leadership, wi
the military object of a pure defeat of th
German armies, rather than a situati
like 1918. But the corollary of this is th
German willingness to fight for Hitler tq
the bitter end.

Operation Rankin was a series of cont
gencies made in Britain for an occupati
of continental Europe in the event of
premature German collapse, presuma
under the effects of Britain’s mai
offensive weapon of war, the strateg
bombing of civilian areas. It was hope
that this would lead to the overthrow
Hitler and a secontstab in the back"

giving Britain the opportunity to win the

war without the hard ground fighting
was incapable of performing.

A writer in the BritishiNaval Revievof
1960-1 assessing the book noted;

"Though the author does not say g
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Referring to communications between Irish and British officials over Brexit,
E callinan, Ireland’s top Brexit official, is quoted by Ruadhan Mac Cormaic as s
"we're unrepentant about the level of close engagement and discusgoitisH'
government realises Brexit is a mistake, official says", April 14th).

Given the scale of the challenge to Irish interests represented by Brexit, itis leg
Nto question the purpose of this close engagement. Is it as the article suggests "to
a publin concerns to the top of the Brexitagenda" or does it reflect a conviction that
PlYshould be the UK’s strongest ally in the EU?

! In reality both aims are inextricable elements of the Anglo-Irish relationship of recent
Ic years. By continuing the close alignment with the UK that obtained pre-Brex|t, the
d Government is allowing Ireland to be cast in the role of the UK’s proxy in Brussels.

f Is that a stance that is likely to win us support within the EU? Is it compatible with the
solidarity now expected between EU member states?

As the Brexit negotiations are about to commence we suggest that close engagemer
on matters pertaining to the negotiations between Irish officials and their UK counterparts
are wholly inappropriate.

n- itimate

push ke
reland

—

Dave Alvey,
Irish Political Review Grouf

0, Irish Times, 19.4.17

this divergence between the U.S.A. a
British world aims has been mad
abundantly clear since the end of the w
and the book gives some understand
of how the United States have done md
to bring about the downfall of the Britis
Empire as such than ever the Germd
did in two wars."

Operation Anvil (Dragoon} forgotten

d

e

Al Shite, Onions And
g'The Times' Of London

re
P A letter (March 23) from Professor

with it, to Robert Burns and his poem
"Grim Grizzel"of 1795.

Grizzel was the wife of a dairy farmer
and she demanded that the cow drop her

NsCraig Sharp of Birmingham, a former dung just where she wanted it. Her herds-

veterinary surgeon, takes issue with oneMan JOhr_‘ 0'Clods, presumably a yokel
Andrew Ellison, who, (Mar 18) iThe was less simple than her and told her cows

>

today. It was a very significant landing of

US and French armies on the south
Mediterranean French coast two mon
after D-Day. It was originally supposed
have been simultaneous with the Nor
andy landings but was cancelled and o
took place when the Germans halted
advance in Northern France. The US
French forces liberated Southern Fra
and linked up with the Normandy lande
with minimal casualties in only four week
to form the 6th Army for an advance in
Germany.

Anvil/Dragoorhad the effect of rende
ing the lItalian diversion (the Britis

strategy for preventing General Marshall

assaulting France in 1942 or 194
meaningless. It also lengthened t
American Front in the West, meaning
more substantial and collective forg
pressed the Germans, preventing Brit
solo runs through the gaps created by
fighting. Britain was not allowed tg
determine the Peace this time, by pigg
backing on US effort.

Andre Siegfried wrote of none of thig.

But the fact he gave up writing abo
Britain and put his efforts into explainin
the great Republic to the world say
everything that needs to be said.

Timeswas quoted as saying the word Qid not.perform to order, so she took to
. shite” was by far the favourite swear instructing the beast herself-
;\NOFd of Britons, and who in turn quoted "Shite, shite ye bitch” Grim Grizzel roar'd,
5 one_ProfessorS|mon H_orobm in dating |ts’ Till hill and valley rang;
earliest Use asan eXplet|Ve toJames Joyce S‘Shite, shite ye bitch," the echoes roar'd.
“"Ulysses'in 1922. Lincluden wa’'s Amang
ly I'mperhaps less travelled in the realms ) .
heof shite than a former veterinary surgeon A Priest uncle of mine in West Cork
ndand in language and literature than ProfesUSed tell a story of a Parish Priest scandal-
cesor Horobin, but I'm sure the latter scholar iS€d on hearing a maid remarking that the
is mistaken. For James Joyce himself inPutter was soft as shite. He told the cook
' 1912 wrote an angry poent:Gas From who sald‘_l wouldn’t worry, Fat'her, that
A Burner" containing the expression, Wan's asignorantas my arse”
"Shite And Onions*which was published ~ Seriously, though, there’s no limit to
in Trieste that year. shite |n"The_T|mes'as regular readers of
Joyce was a Dubliner but borrowed the MY blogs will have gathered. The same

expression from his Corkonian father. day as the letter quoted (Thursday, March
B) They Brought The Good News From Aix "War and Peace’sub-headetThe life of
heTo Ghent'might write lines inspired by Martin McGuinness, the former IRA
a the traffic of Shite from Cork to Trieste leader, shows thatitis rightto talk to your
e via Dublin. They might even earn a Gong €nemies and right not to give in to them.”
sh—(if they can stand the Pent!). It goes on to assert thllr McGuinness

s My guess is that Shite is a Variant Of Wasoncea|eader0fan Organisation Commit
scheisseand arrived in England before tedtotheuse ofviolencetoachieve objectives
Prince Albert , before the Hanoverians that were democratically impossible”

y_and most probab'y W|th the Ang|esy Rea.”y‘7 In 1918 Sinn Fein tOOk 73 Of

Saxons and Jutes and other rude forebearkeland’s 105 Parliamentary seats and the

of today’s Englishmen. Indeed it's what Nationalistsafurther 6in an electimonsic

their forebears did in the woods when they€red on all sides as a plebisci@tcording

it \were still Papists. to one London newspaper. If I'm not mis
J  Professor Sharp, the former veterinary takenitwasThe Timesbf London. Nobody

S surgeon, traces literary shite to Scotland,Who knows their onions can trust that paper.
long before James Joyce and even Williamlt has long been criminally dishonest.

(o

Pat Walsh

McGonagle whosebeuvrewas replete Donal Kennedy
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asthe UK and France whereitis generatecpubliner Leo Varadkar, Minister for Social
from Nuclear Power. To say electricity is Protection and his supposed opponent

Does “clean” does not stack up unless it is Cork man Simon Coveney, Minister for

It Stack  9enerated from Solar power atthe locationHousing. But the thing is, not one of the

Up at which it is used. For example, by the three have different policy agendas—they
,  installation of solar panels on the roofs of literally are all the same when it comes to

houses, cars or trains. But of course therePolitics. If one of them were advocating
is huge advertisement in all the medialeaving the EU for example—well now
ELecTRic CARS about how electricity is a “green energy”. that would really give us all a chance to
An Taisce recentlycalled on” Fine  Politicians especially have reacted to €ngage in real policy issues. But such is
Gael Minister Michael Noonan to Change industry inducements to put po“cies in Slmply not the case! It seems to be that the

Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) so as to Place that make itlook at if by using such media are a bit sick of Enda and want a
being responsible change simply for that reason. Overall,

encourage consumers to buy electric cars!9'€€N ENErgy” one Is .
the present Taoiseach has been a good

An Taisce is a body which is supposed@Pout the environment.

: , ; leader and why can't he remain? Oh but
to be protecting Ireland’s natural heritage o ot will not sell papers and there always
and | suppos®matural heritage” includes All this is pure hokum, and nothing pap Yy

clean air. But An Taisce is aCtua”y more than propaganda_ Recent|y we Weré"]as t-O be some excitement in this 24 hour
proposing that electric cars are cleanerireated to the ludicrous sight of the media/Media cycle. _ _ _
than diesel-fuelled cars! An Taisce mustelité fawning over the American actor Ireallydodespairthatinstead oflooking

surely be receiving invoices for electricity _€onardo de Caprio being given an awardat real issues like flooding which costs so

usage atits Taylor,s Hall Headquarters infor being one of the environment b|ggest muchto so many that the click baitinstead

Dublin and, ifthe invoice is studied, itwill SUPPOrters—but, as he was in Cannes, hé!as to be aboutwho has a more typical (?)
show that electricity is one of the more flew back to New York by his private lifestyle than someone else. Really?

environmentally “dirty” ways to fuel jet—picked up his award and speechified
anything. Electricity Ireland invoices state @Pout how we plebs should be more MEDIAEVAL IRELAND AND RELIGION
that each Kilowatt-hour, i.e. unit, of forwardlookingbygoinggreen—andthen  On 19th Aprilamostinteresting lecture
electricity, produces 476 grams of Carbonthat night he flew back to continue his was delivered by Fr. Colman O Clabaig
Dioxide emissions. partying in Cannes, France—yes again byosp to the Cork Historical and Archae-
This is a lot of Carbon Dioxide and one Privatejet, issuing huge volumes of Carbonological Society on the subject of
unit of electricity does not take you very Dioxide. Who is codding whom? “Religion and Society in Mediaeval
farin a car. Youghal’which was very well attended.
FLoobing.  Onthe aspects of the English Reformation
The reason why Electric Ireland’s ~ Now s the time of year when remedial as it affected Ireland, Fr. O Clabaig said it
electricity necessarily produces so muchWOrks should be done to prevent Winter was pursued with particular savagery—
Carbon Dioxide—and many other gasesfloeding on the River Shannon. However, destroying great works of religious art
also—is because there are huge losses diothing meaningful is being done. The such as stained glass windows, beautiful
energy in the friction generated in the Office of Public Works (OPW) does a gold-embroidered vestments, sculptures
generating plants and losses in transgreatjobwiththings such asthe restoratlonand altar-plate. Only six mediaeval
mission over long distances. One tonne of°f castles and notable houses but when ichalices for example survive in Ireland
coal or oil used directly to heat your home COMeS to big engineering and constructiontoday. llluminated manuscripts were
may heat you for a year or more whereasVork, the OPWis not provided with suffi- burned as a result of which—with the
one tonne of coal or oil used in a PowerCi€ntfunding, whichis anational disgrace. notable exception of the Book of Kells—
Station may heat your home for two or nearly all the surviving Irish manuscripts
three months. What a real leader of Ireland would do today are in libraries such as Milan,
But of course, the Carbon Dioxide and @P0ut Shannon flooding is to build a Regensburg, Berlin, St.Gall and the
Sulphur fumes are emitted far away from capacious c_anal from Shannonbridge (neaBodleian in Oxford.
your home or your car when you use Clonmacnoise) to Galway Bay. Such a  High Altars in the intentionally ruined
electricity. The effect on the overall €anal could then be used to drain off churches were targeted and destroyed.
environment is more severe using surplus_water frpm the Shannon at timesThese usually had notable sculpted
electricity. of flooding and in Summer such a canal features. Painted Rood Screens were
And enormous, truly enormous, Wo_uld beamajortourlstas_set. The building burned and we now depend on examples
volumes of carbon dioxide, as well as ©f it would greatly benefit the economy from France and other parts of Europe to
sulphurous and nitrous gases, are emitte@"d, @s & by-product, it would provide a show us what we have lost here in Ireland.
in the manufacture of cement, steel, coppefMuch-needed educational resource for  Fr. O Clabaig had his truly outstanding
and plastics—all used in the manufacture€ngineering students and geologists. Is itscholarly and very beautiful book publish-
of electricity generating plants, whether {00 much to hope for that this common- ed by Four Courts Press. Itis call@tie
they be fuelled by coal, oil, peat, wind or S€nse solution to the Shannon floodingFriars in Ireland 1224-1540'As he said
waves. But we're not aware of all of that Problem might be adopted by our himself, the work—
because it takes place elsewhere. Taoiseach Enda Kenny, Fine Gael? "surveys the history, lifestyle and

It never ceases to amaze me that the MPact of the friars in Ireland from the

No! Electricity is not as clean as it media for some time now are seeking a arrival of the Dominicans in 1224 to the
' o . 9 Henrician campaign to dissolve the
looks. As generated at present it is just axhange of leadership of the Government. religious houses in 1540. It constitutes
dirty as any other energy source. And They mention two names in particular  the first attempt to examine the mendicant

extremely dangerous too in countries suchas being up for the job—the very ambitious  phenomenon as a whole rather than



focusing on individual orders and sities are now very cold and chilling (to ~ a$130million dollar development of the
friaries." paraphrase former Minister Alan Shatter San Juan Terminal by the international

n a totally different topic!) places for ~ Crowley Maritime Corporation of San
In response to a question from me about® y pic!) p Francisco. They created huge public

the monasteries that went before theSuch scholars as these. interest [in Cork] when they were shipped
Norman Invasion, he replied that the CorK CRANES IN from Cork Harbour by the heavy-lift
Orders were introduced to Ireland only $1304 PUERTO RICO VENTURE vessel, Albatross. The Crowley Company
then as before that, the old Irish had their Tom MacSweeney, in hismuchadmired =~ Was Start_ed by the son of Irishimmigrants
own monasteries around local figures such'Sea Echoestolumn (se€vening Eché Lothe UQ'ted Statesin 1872. Tom Cér?w_lezt
as St. Kieran, St. Brendan and St. Brigid April 2017), had some very gqod news frggrlna?heysrg\éwgfqaﬁﬁsc%ngggsygge trcsltill
for example. that went almost unnoticed nationally: ships anchored in the Bay.”

It WOU"?' be great if more.such gifted "Three massive container cranes built ) .
scholarship were allowed awideraudience gt Cork Dockyard by the German Liebherr ~ Now that is the kind of story that we
—not just to the general public but to  Killarney-based company have arrived need more of in this country.
those studying in academia, as our univer- in Puerto Rico where they will be part of Michael Stack ©®

Reflections On Irish Labour Party Conference

The Labour Party Conference was heldroots—officially at least. Jack O'Connor,  Wexford is a shabby little County tow,
in Wexford on 21stto 23rd Aprithe pre-  ex-SIPTU, was appointed Chairman without absolutely laden with history, and probablypn

be 1000 present. Those that thought therdor Treasurer. Whether this new departurestanding. Itis the gatewéyRosslare Harbou
would be 300 at most were surprised towill work, or whether it is now too late to With its motorway/rail links all the way do
see about 500. salvage anything, hangs in the balance. Thdrom Larne, the latter must surely become fhe
In 2014 and 2015 annual state fundingliberal agenda wing of the party may be primary post-Brexit EU/Ireland port.
of of nearly 3 million was received by the down, but it is far from out. The south coast had thriving trade lirfks
party, most of which was spent on staff The party has a publication on Work, with France and Spain until it was reduce@to
and admin. Presumably that is now muchemphasising rights, representation, the gigsmuggling by the 18th century. Why should't
reduced. In comparison, only peanuts iseconomy etc. But nothing on training. If the these trade routes be resuscitated forjghe
received from membership. Itis not clear party is banking on employment and Brexit era? Only for dyed-in-the-wool Wegt
what the Trade Union contribution is. investment continuing to come from pharma- Brits does'Fog over the Channel mean thit
By contrast to previous conferences ceuticalcompanies and Internet Technology,the Continent is cut off"
the SDLP (Colm Eastwood) and the British with ‘training’ provided in universities/ The present LP leader Brendan Howgn
Labour Party (Jeremy Corbyn) were not colleges, this is short-sighted. It would be comes from Wexford. He was a schopl-
in evidence. more to the point to take a take a lead fromteacherwho came into politics on an envir@n-
The motions etc were sensible enoughSingapore which always tries to keep atleasimental issue—when a nuclear plant vias
as far as they went, as were the speechesne step ahead, with one foot in the presenproposed for Carnsore in the County. Histpr-
and debate, though the range of motionsand the other one in the future. ically there was a Labour movement thefe,
was much reduced. The elephant in the room was the Irish based on a farm machinery engineerghg
There were strong contributions on the Water issue. The party is heavily com- industry (Pierces, Doyles, maybe othef),
restoration of a tier of Local Government promised by involvement in this fiasco, but now long gone. There were big strikes thgre
(Town Councils, Corporations) which was the subject was avoided. Same with Brexit, at the beginning of 20th century, comparaple
removed by the Fine Gael/Labour Coalition. though there some inconsequentialto Dublin Lockout etc. The last remnant ppf

Party presence in politics goes, this must be"our UK ally in Europe® Corish, LP leader in 1960s, who was vdry
the single determining factor. Without a  Likewise, in a world teetering on the Free State-ist, or atleastvery Catholic anyvgay.
core of local reps attending to local needs,brink of war, there was not a mention of  The nearby town of Enniscorthy was talkgen

their electoral armoury. i [ , [ ina- [ , impreg-
The Labour Party was actually in tion, or merely lack of balls? sive is the Republican Garden of Remgm-

government with arch-Blueshirt Phil Free State-ism appears to be deeplybrancewhichlookslikeitisthe responsibilfly

Hogan and must have consented to hissmbedded in the LP remnant. But the moreof Republican Sinn Féin.

removal of this key source of local Labour successful forms of politics in the South  The whole County is chock-a-block wi

Party activity. Talk about turkeys voting seem to be able to tack and weave betweemonuments of hardy-looking guys wi

for Christmas! Maybe they thought the Free State-ism and Republicanism. Evenpikes. (Liberal shudders!)

liberal agenda was the way of the future! the Provisionals, as unorthodox Republicans,  Actually Wexford has salutary lessof§s
As to the future, it appears that they now seem to be acqumng this capacity. CONTINUED ON PAGE 22,

want to return to their historic Trade Union
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DEMOCRACY continued

Unrivalled? A miserly $390,000 con

pared to the @25 million received by the advance ofthe rights of individuals, com

same-sex marriage brigade: of which n
mention in thérish IndependentTo quote
an"Independeritslogan:Before you mak
up your mind, open-tAye, Indeed!

INDIVIDUALISM V. COMMUNITY

These developments appear to be
of a series of campaigns for individd
rights that are backed by the modern St

Butthere is one right which is suffering

S manages the Health Service) is suspgnd-

aresult of the onward march of individdal ing disbursement of 200,000 Euro whigh

rights—the right to freedom of conscien
- —anditis no coincidence that, with eve
bt aan commensurate undermining of co
munities. We can see this in the way|
e which Christians are increasingly compgl-
rights and the rights of individual worke
emphasised as a means of undermir
parthe communal expression of worke
al through their Trade Unions and commu
Ateity organisations.

What Happened At GLEN?

It seems that there has been the us
funds for political purposes by aregiste
Charity, in breach of its obligations, b
the media has given only limited covera

of allegations made—omitting or playimg Rose: Glen resources, offices and staff

down salient facts.

e of The political campaigning, in breach of
ed charitable status, which she mentioned

ut Morning Irelandwas the attempt to win

ge Senate seat by Glen's co-Chairman, Kie arfXter .
provided ‘'balance' by quoting formg

n-

be examined at this time, but there

funds are diverted to 'Charities'in gene

led to adapt to things like gay and feminjist the value of the work that they do; and

would not have got a full picture of t
extent of her allegations. Even the R
website only spoke of financial irregula]
ties, failing to mention the crucial issue
use of charitable resources for politi
purposes. Paul Cullen in thésh Times
did mention th&breach of rules on politica
campaigning and financial manageme
and did referr to Kieran Rose's Sea

on

campaign, but failed to do justice to {
xtent of Ms Duggan's revelations. He g

were used for this. (She mentioned t atMinisterforHeaIth Leo Varadkar stressi

Aine Duggan took up her role as Chief there had been two reimbursements tofthd '€ "€ally important workdone by Gle
Executive ofth&ay and Lesbian Equaliy organisationt on this account. Rose hagl?-4-17)- There was no in-depth’ follo
Networkin October 2016, replacing Brign resigned his Chairmanship.) up, as might have been expected.
Sheehan who had held the position sihce
2007. The organisation was founded in

This approach can be contrasted
Ms Duggan did not mention Glen how a Catholic institution would ha
adeen treated in a similar situation.

1988. She had previously been Presig
of Re:Gendera United States group. S
is a strong campaigner for homose
equality and has promoted the idea
story books introduce children to gend
issues at a very young age.

Despite her credentials, Ms Dugg
has been forced out of GLEN Yigiternal
discord" (RTE 17.4.17) after reportin
governance irregularities and possi
financial misappropriation to the Charriti
Regulator. In particular she found that
Charity's resources had been used
political purposes.

Interviewed on RTERlorning Ireland

Ms Duggan gave an account of what ghe

found when taking up her position. S
spoke of'grave issuesbeing at stake—
of a"lack of budget controlsWith parallel
sets of accounts (the Board being shc
Management Accounts but denied kng
ledge of a detailed Debtor Page which
outwhere money actually went); resour
used for political campaigning; and
multiple Credit Cards being used. Th

was a failure to ensure that public momeymachine virtually overnight, boasting
ve

granted for one purpose was not spen
another. She declared that she could
say that there was no misappropriati
The practices went back a decade.
thought upwards of 60,000 Euro was
guestion.

lenexpenditure on other campaigns, such
e Marriage Equality or for repeal of the 8
alAmendment.

hat

ler

h

the Health Services Executive (whig¢h

an

attitudes of the new Establishment hj
changed: but the group-think remai
Aine Duggan, though guarded in what

As a result of these issues being raisedsaid, has breached this code, and for

she must be given credit.

| lrish Labour Party
' Report continued

-

it
DN

fonreland, if they were prepared to look at
honestly. These pike-Provos took it out

or so civilian prisoners to death in a single

heManipulating Public Opinion?
i "In 2015, I raised issues about the engr-
mous amounts of money that Atlantic
WipPhilanthropies was pouring into Glen. gn
W-its website, Atlantic Philanthropies details
Sehow it gave $4,727,861 in a period frofn
€005 to 2010.
of As a result, Glen went from a tiny
El€organisation to a well-oiled lobbying

{ OBbout how it had access to success
NGhinisters and how easy it was to gain théir
PNsupport. No one in the mediawas interest
Sh% establishing how that happened, or wh
Nimpact it had on democracy in Ireland..
Breda O'Brien, Irish Times 22.4.17).

ed
at

incident. But, prior to the six-week 17§
rebellion, there had been a year or twg
mad Orangemen burning and hanging

hefor Free Staters in understanding North¢rnaround them, culminating in whole paris

sleeping out in the ditches at night in fea
Orange attacks on them in their houseq

the Prods. They burned, shot and piked 10oothe hours before the Scullabogue burn

piking massacre by rebels, a "hospital"
of wounded rebels was burned in nea
New Ross by Government forces.

The same thing happened when Wexi
was recaptured by the Government af
wards. This incident is commemorated H
plaque erected on the site last year, wit
assistance of French Embassy. The gr
of executed rebel leaders contain only he
which were mounted on spikes as a te
display when their bodies were trashed.
next step was a merciless campaig

murder, arson and rape across the defdh

and defenceless county.

The land and sea forces deplo
against County Wexfordin May-June 1
were numerically larger than the forg
sent to Iraq by Tony Blair in 2003. m

Ceit had agreed to give the organisatign.
ry (The grantof public money to campaignhg
esgroups is a separate issue, which cafjnot
f'n-
inquestions to be answered as to why p



. tion (OSF), a grant-making netwo i i
DEMOCRACY continued established and funded by the Hungarin-(Rzszr_gggg;néar,zeamb?g:g?vcsegflx e
American billionaire George Soros, wWas distribution of billionaire Chuck Feeneyls
The LecaL FraterniTy | Providing financial backing to organisg- 20 million dollars donations (17.6 millid
"At the end of last year, an alliance pf tions campaigning to widen abortion gyros):
barristers, solicitors and academifs access worldwide. Among these, accofd- ) e (Gay and Lesbian Equali
emerged under the banner of Justjceing to a leaked document, were thrge Network), 4.7 million dollars.
Initiative. This group, which turns outto  |rish-based groups: ’

; ICCL (Irish Council for Civil Liberties
be supported by Open Society Foungla- " >
tion, has held seminars across the cou]:try A strategy document for the OSF 11.5 million dollars.

e

and has been directly linked to sothe ~ Women's Rights Programme stated t Marriage Equality, just under halfja
recent High Court rulings. Elsewherg, ?m(t)r?g the fgu;gfélggigstrateglc f(" million.
OSF has funded an initiative promoted 'O th€ Pero - was wor LINC (Lesbians In Cork) 1.6 millio

Merchant' Proiect and the Ah 'adv_ance sexual and reproductivg righ S',
Ei);feye‘lgruit tg (f?aléﬁi){ateo'iﬁg gpgninz Ofa adding, as though Ireland's constitutiorlal ~ dollars.

so-called supervised injection facilitiep protections for the unborn had beeja NLGF (National Lesbian, Ga
This strategy has recently been gre "~ recent addition to our law, 'Specificall Federation) 1.3 million dollars.

: ; ) ; we will challenge the wave of legislatio
Z?S;?ﬁ]jggm%aféﬁ:e?sn% (t)ginni;sltjggf valuing a foetus “equally” or more highl Joan Burton (then Tanaiste and Lealer

later this year" Rhoenix 7.4.2017). Eﬁlﬁtﬁtﬁﬂgfﬂmﬂgg@nﬁke inIreland's of the Labour Party) was questiondd,
: briefly, about the buying of an Irig

"The three groups were the Abortign ~ T

) . ? ! onstitutional Referendum by a US
i o 1S SIPo: i Rights Campaign, Amnesty Internationgl billionaire. She was particularly active

The Standards in Public Office Commis-  |reland, and the Irish Family Plannin . p y

sion is an independent body establisheq in  Association to work collectively on the ca_lmpaign, and she brushed asidegthe
December 2001 by tt&tandards in Publig campaign to repeal Ireland's constitp- question by saying that none of Feendy's
Office Act 2001 It has six members and tional amendment granting equal rights millions were spent on the campaign.

chaired by a former Judge of the High Cogrt, {0 an implanted embryo as the pregnant
. ' - Allthat meant was that the money wihs
It has supervisory roles under four sepa:r woman (referred to as “foetal person y

. 2 . . hood")..." (rish Catholic 30.3.2017). disbursed before the official three wedks
pieces of legislation. Its functions inclu

. ) : of the campaign began. It may be argfjed
supervising the disclosure of interests gnd PoLmicaAL DONATIONS that none of this money bought votes gnd
compliance with tax clearance requirements, Assuming the leaked document was thatyoung people were genuinely enthulied
the disclosure of donations and electipn genuine and reflected reality, itwould seem, 41,00t the Equality message that went flut.
expenditure, the expenditure of State fund|ngtherefore, that three Irish-based bodies radButthat is not how things work in real lif§.
received by political parties and the attheveryleastputthemselvesinto adifficllt
registration of lobbying. position in terms of Irish electoral law,  This is not Atlantic Philanthropigk

There are six members of the Standgrdsyorking as they had allegedly done withl a funding a hospital or school. This is foreifgn
Commission. It is chaired by a former foreign body and with foreign money tb money being systematically investedfto
Judge of the High Court, Mr Justice Danjel change Ireland's Constitution. change public opinion, to delivgr
O'Keeffe. The other members are Jm Under the terms of thElectoral Act| seamlessly a Yes in areferendum thatfpad
O'Keeffe, former Fine Gael Deputy for 1997 a"third party"is defined as someonge enormous consequences for family Ifjw
Cork South-West, who during his 33 ygar who accepts for political purposes |a for generations.
political career served dinister of State| donation exceeding 2100 in value, wi
at theDepartment of Foreign Affairs and all such third parties being obliged {o
Minister of State at th@epartment off = register withthe Standards in Public Offi¢e campaign funded by 525 million fro
Einance and th@ublic Service; Martij ~Commission (SIPO). the U.S. and complex arguments reduffed
Groves, Clerk Assistantof Seanad Eireahin;  The Actbars third parties fromreceivirg  to marketing slogans says little for tfle
Seamus McCarthy, Comptroller and such donations from individuals—oth¢r integrity and dignity of our democrac
Auditor General; Peter Tyndall, Ombuds- than Irish citizens—who reside outside  (Sunday Business Post, 24.5.2015).
man; Peter Finnegan, Clerk of D4il theisland of Ireland or aninstitution whi .
Eireann; and Deirdre Lane, who is a Dpil does not maintain on the island of Irelapd
Eireann administrator, is also mentionedan office from which it carries on one ¢r  coverage of thirish Catholicaccount
onthe Standardsin Public Office Comm|s- more of its main activities. received little or no attention in the Irifh
sion Web site. The Actunderstandspolitical purposes’ nrint media: thérish Timegelegated thg

in four different ways, one of whichis the giory 10 a few paragraphs and didn't eflen

AMNESTY |NTERNATIONAL direct or indirect promotion or opposition mention that the Standards In Public Offte

Ak‘)‘Trtlataglorr]gt;agisation ca(l'l&r;?é;sehlft 3 of— Commission had threatened to regprt
orton Kl S Campaign snou " i i i . . . .
ever have genied thzt i?was engageq in Co;22ct'i2tff,fitsrfsthgfcj‘néﬂgtdorprﬁg%a'g i Abortlon Rights Campaign to the Garda

political activities seems, on the face|of  ment of any campaign conducted witi{ a || '€ MONey was not returned to the Ofgen

it, absurd... What's more interesting, in  yiew to promoting or procuring a particy- Society Foundation forthwith.

someways, isthat Amnesty Internatiofal  |ar outcome in relation to a policy dr ~ Compare the focus the Irish me@a

Ireland escaped the same fafBti¢ Irish policies or functions of the Government concentrated on Sinn FefGerry Adams's

Catholi 30.3.2017). or any public authority.” party is unrivalled in its capacity t

* * *

"Tom McGurk A referendum Ye

Mebpia CoVERAGE

In August, 2016, Thieish Independen 2015 ReFERENDUM (Irish Independent 9.6.2015).
ran a story that the Open Society Founfla- Prior to the 2015 Same-Sex Marria?e

continued on page 22
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"All the while soothing us by spinning it as just 'seventeen little words'/
Let's wait and see." (Breda O'Brien,

. Can American money buy an Irish referendum?
Irish Times, 9.5.2015).

We found the answer to that on 22nd May 2015 in the Same-Sex Marriage Referendum!

Democracy v The Dollar!

"Agroup campaigning for the abolition freedom of association, the group only that their application showed that, as thjy
of Ireland's constitutional protections for furnished the watchdog with the requestedhad sought overseas funding for a cal

the unborn returned a grant of $24,999 to gocumentation after SIPO's head of Ethicspaign with a domestic political purposd,

the US-based Open Societies Foundation
after being directed to do so by the Stand-

ards in Public Office Commission (SIPO),

and Lobbying Regulation, Sherry Perr- they were in breach of the law, and that An
eault, informed them that if this did not Garda Siochanawould have to be infor

The Irish Catholi¢30.3.2017) has leamed. appen they would refer the matter to An if the donation were not returned. Whilg

"According to documents released
under the Freedom of Information Act,
the Abortion Rights Campaign (ARC)

Garda Siochana.

Inits response of 25th November 201

rejecting this verdict, the group returndp

6 the donation in November 2016.

returned the grant, originally worth almost S'l-PI-O- reiterated the law and noted that - Faced with similar requests from SIPP
823,000, maintaining it was doing so ARC'sapplication letter could hardly have |5t Autumn, the Irish Family Plannin

‘without prejudice’ to the findings of the
commission, which it rejected.

"A.R.C. are a leading campaign group
in support of the repeal of the Eighth
Amendment of the Irish Constitution”.

The group received the grantin Januaryopportunities on issues of sexual health,
2016 and said:The grantwas receivedto reproductive rights and abortionin Ireland

been more specific.
In responding to the questioiWhat
are you applying for?"ARC had stated:

Purpose of project—to engage, energise yposes—the Commission did not purs

Association said it was not a campaigni
body and had used the ©132,000 it h{
received for charitable and educatio

«

o =

mobilise and provide self-education he matter further.

Amnesty International Ireland, mea

fund educational and stigma-busting with a strategic goal of garnering support while, said the ©137,000 it received we
for repeal of the Eighth Amendment of the used to campaign for Ireland"taring its
Irish Constitution, reducing abortion stigma, law on abortion into compliance wit
Documents leaked in August 2016 claim- and increasing grass roots engagement.” international human rights law ang

projects"” (ibid.)

ed thatOpen Society FoundatiofOSF),
whichis bankrolled by Hungarian-American

billionaire George Soros, intended to Mission subsequently informed the group does not generally consider itself to co

standards:' Amnesty Ireland's Executivé

The Standards In Public Office Com- Director Colm O'Gorman said Amnest

challenge Ireland's constitutional protectior
for the unborn by funding the Abortio
Rights Campaign, Amnesty Internationgl

Ireland, and the Irish Family Planning Irish Political Review is published by

Association to work collectively on

campaign to repeal the Eighth Amendmeft

of the Constitution of Ireland.

Despite this, when the Standards Ih
Public Office Commission asked Abortio
Rights Campaign last August to submjt

copies of correspondence with the U$-

based Foundation, including its funding
application, it saifunding received from
the U.S. had not been used for politicgl
purposesand was exempt from SIPQC
oversight.

Claiming that SIPO's approach wak
"draconian"and impinged their right to

Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
offered special rates on other publications

the IPR Group: write to—

1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
Bray, Co. Wicklow  or
33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or
2 Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT
or Labour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029
C/0O Shandon St. P.O., Cork

Subscription by Post:
12 issues: Euro-zone & World Surface: €40;
Sterling-zone: £25

Electronic Subscription:
€15/ £12 for 12 issues
(or € 1.30/ £1.10 per issue)

You can also order from:

https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

under SIPO's jurisdiction as work for thg
"protection and promotion of human rightg
as set out in the Universal Declaration {
Human Rights and other internationa
human rights instrumentstioes not
constitute work fofpolitical purposes:
This claim was, however, rejected |
the Pro Life Campaign, with spokespersgn
Cora Sherlock accusing Amnesty of—
"hiding behind 'human rights' languad
instead of openly accepting that they gje
running a highly political campaign tq
dismantle the Eighth AmendmeniHe
Irish Catholic30.3.2017).

What is not clear, however, is why thg
other two investigated bodies did ngt
ultimately face the same treatment.

continued on page 23
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