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lllegal Settlement Goods

Some Bizarre Theatre From Britain!

A British spy—who spied on Russia was found out and convicted of treason in
but was repatriated to Britain in an exchange of spies—was poisoned in Englan
military town of Salisbury within a few miles of the British military poison centr
Porton Down. The substance was said to be a rare military poison invented in th
Union.

There is an international organisation with responsibility for the monitoring of
poisons. Britain did not initially refer the matter to it. It identified the poison
quickly, presumably because it possessed some itself, and suggested that poi
the repatriated spy was done by the Russian Government either by direct acti
criminal negligence in letting it out of its control. It put out a public challenge as
to say which it was, or else to give some other explanation.

When Moscow did not comply with the 48 hour ultimatum, the British Govern
said that this proved that the Russian Government was likely to have done the p
and it expelled 23 members of the Russian diplomatic body, but not the Ambassa
the British Foreign Secretary said that all the expelled diplomats, or virtually all of
were spies, and that the expulsions would disrupt Russian espionage in Brital
generation.

Washington, after some hesitation, said that the British opinion that the R
Government did the poisoning wgsausible”.

US Rules, OK!

ssid)n 22nd January last a Bill entitl&de
atxbmtrol of Economic Activity (Occupied
offerritories) Bill 2018was presented to
Soheelrish Senate by Senator Frances Black.

The Bill proposed to make it illegdbr a
uglerson to import or attempt to import
ergettlement goodsihto the Republic of
nimglahd. Similarly, those whdassist
arimther person to import or attempt to
gilhport settlement goods/ould be guilty

of a crime under which they would be
ehable to up to five years imprisonment.
oning
r, anthe Billwas due to have been debated
efm 30th January 2018 but, before it could
fBeavoted on, it was announced that it
would be frozen. In the interim, pressures
sdiggre put on the Irish Government to
oppose the Bill. Indeed, the Israeli Prime
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu summoned

Why did Putin decide to try to execute this British spy whom he had pardoned iff 24126 Irish Ambassador to lodge his protest
when offering him in an exchange of spies? Was it that he had reason to think the &g#jnst the Bill. But there was much more
Sergei Skripal had, in breach of an agreement, become dangerously activeflagRff§stive, but covert, pressure applied—
Nobody in the British Government, Opposition, or media, had even hinted at such dthftitg that undoubtedly proved the most

The only motive suggested for Putin doing it just now is that he was fightifilg &8nvincing, resulting in the decision to
Election and wanted to make sure he would win. freeze the Bill before it could be voted on.
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Ireland, Brexit and the future of the EU, Part 2 architecture of the Eurozone.

This article makes note of some useful

; .. insights provided by Stiglitz ithe Euro
The ﬂaW In StlglltZ and its Threat to the Future of Europe

US economist Joseph Stiglitz is the running debate about the Euro within the (Allen Lane, 2016), especially regarding
most cited source in Sinn Fein's discussionEconomics profession and is marred by athe European Central Bank (ECB). It
document on the future of the Eurozone.weak understanding of the politics and Summarises further insights into the ECB
His book on the subject has been influen-economic history of the EU. If the hard from Emma Clancy's document for Sinn
tial: itexposes the ideological foundations Left grouping in the European Parliament Fein, The Future of the Eurozoi(2017)
of the Euro and provides a critique of how to which Sinn Fein is affiliated, the GUE/ A common weakness in the analyses of
the EU and International Monetary Fund NGL, bases its strategy on sources likeStiglitz and Clancy is then identified and
treated Greece, Ireland, Portugal and SpairStiglitz, it will end up making debating an alternative strategy proposed. The
during the Euro-debt Crisis. However, points on the sidelines as Macron, Merkel article concludes by pinpointing the major
Stiglitz's analysis arises from a long- and others shore up the neo-liberaldefectinthe Stiglitz approach. Following

continued on page 5
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Butall other British (and Irish) comment Soviet Union went into the service of the
on the Russian Election ridiculed it as a United States as the Soviet state was
faked affair that Putin could not possibly breaking up (as Nazi personnel with anti-
lose. Communist expertise of various kinds did

in 1945), and that he published the recipe

Another suggestion was that Putin for the poison.

wanted to let it be known how traitors It is also asserted without contradic-
abroad would be dealt with. But a discreettion that the poison was made in a Soviet
assassination by some other method, whicHactory located in Uzbekistan—and that
could not be sensationalised as the rarghe factory was decontaminated by the
military poison has been, would have United States, which means that the US

achieved that purpose: the message wouldook possession of it.

have got through to those to whom it The few spokesmen for the Russians
applied. interviewed onthe BBC rejectthe assertion

Why did Whitehall only refer the matter that the poison is a Russian invention. |
to the Organisation for the Prohibition of was Soviet. This is treated as an absur
Chemical Weapons after being challengedquibble. And soitis from the view the UK
to do so? An international indictment and EU have chosen to adopt towards th
would surely have had more weight. Was Russian remnant of the Soviet Union that
it not confident of getting an OPCW has unexpectedly proved to be viable. But
indictment? the Russian State knows very well that it

is not the 'Soviet Empire’, and it is
A number of factual assertions have determined to make a go of itself on

got into circulation, without factual different foundations.
contradiction, from beyond the British

information/propaganda system, whichdo Baroness Chakrabarti—a Labour peer
not fit well with the British line. One is with a civil rights background—has

and she appears to be of the opinion that it
is legally of no consequence that the state
in which the poison was invented no
longerexists. She shares the Govern-
ment's view that responsibility passed on
to Russia as a kind of successor state.

Russiafounded the Soviet Union, but it
is not a successor state in any meaningful
sense. Itis only a survivor that was not
intended to prosper by the forces that
pulled the Soviet Union apart.

Russia now appears to be developing
as a nation-state. It was not a nation-state
when Home Rule Ireland went into ecstatic
alliance with it in 1914, as a willing
component of the British Empire, for the
destruction of Germany. It was a miscel-
lany of peoples of various kinds in an
Empire autocratically governed by the
Tsar. The Bolshevik Revolution took
command of the Empire and subjected the
various peoples to hegemonised national
developments. In 1941-45 it extended its
power by defeating Nazi Germany—
which Britain had collaborated with for
five years before suddenly deciding to
make war on it and bungling that war.
When the Soviet Union broke up in 1990,
the national developments it had fostered
all proved to be more viable politically
than did the Russia that had fostered them.
What Putin has done is develop a national
body politic in Russia.

Capitalism was established in the
Russian region of the disintegrating Soviet
state by transferring State assets into the
private ownership of President Yeltsin's
friends, making them Oligarchs. These
Oligarchs were not capitalist entre-
preneurs. Their idea of enterprise was to
affiliate with, and sell out to, Western
multi-nationals. For a period there was in
a real sense no national government in
Russia. That was the era of 'democracy’
that preceded Putin's 'tyranny'. Social
welfare collapsed and the population
declined.

In the course of pulling Russia out of
plutocratic anarchy and forming it into a

dﬂation state capable of electing a govern-

ment, Putin has made wealthy enemies,

éacking his way amongst the Oligarchs,

allying with some in order to curb others.
There are many immensely wealthy
Russians in London, some still having
connectionsin Russiaand atleasttolerating
the national system and others entirely
hostile to it. The latter have been given
time on BBC to explain that the Kremlin
is run by a gang of criminals.

Twenty years ago, in the period of

that the inventor of the poison in the become part of the British Establishment, anarchy, there were a dozen or a score of



political parties contesting Russian eled
Lol IS N CWVANETER O BTt Ra oY wtela)ilal¥lly LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOH
from one election to another. There we
many ephemeral parties, but there was po
party system and therefore no national
body politic. Practical democracy requires . . . .
a small number of major parties wity [Srael complains about violation of its

some degree of history behind them, so ; ; ; ; :
that voters are in a position to make g SOVET€IGNtY While being a serial violator

choice to some purpose. In the 4-month period from 1 July to 30 October 2017, Israel violated Lebanon’s
airspace 758 times for a total of 3,188 hours.

There is now a national system of state  since 2012, Israeli aircraft have violated Syrian sovereignty on about a hundred
that is likely to prove durable. For that gccasions in the course of bombing targets in Syria.
system to be governed by means of an  on 10th February 2018, a single unarmed Iranian drone entered Israeli airspage from
effective electoral choice between parties, Syria (and was shot down by an Israeli helicopter). Itis not clear that the entry into |sraeli

there needs to be a choice of parties withajrspace was deliberate. The Director General of Israel's Intelligence Ministry said that
programmes designed to function within the incursion "was not an attack".
the established system, aspiring only to David Morrison

make marginal differences to it. Th 5 March 2018
parties opposed to Putin's party are funda-

?aesnga%[l)izﬁzzd ;?]ghzfgs;[ﬁg:f'g'rzh :gi'qn the British medium. Britain was at the universal human right warranting inter-
competitive within it eart of Europe (subverting it), enabling fering with all who do not follow it.

P ' West British yearnings to disguise them-  The leading fashion of the moment in
selves as Europeanist. Brexit shockedthis regard is homosexual marriage. Only
. ..~ them, but they still have a very long way fifty years ago, homosexual practice was
party democracy), during the party crisis . ; o :

. . to go before they let go of the false under-a crime punishable by imprisonment with
following the collapse of the Liberal Party . L . . .
) standing of Britain which they devised for hard labour, and there was a suggestion
in the Great War, that elected government . . .
: . ; . themselves and are able to see England ahat the beastliness of Nazism had its
in a Parliamentary system required a basic, . ; . .
o tis. source in the homosexualism that was rife
ground of consensus between the parties. . . o
A among the Brownshirts. But, if action is
The Labour Party may have had a different I . . : . N
: . : . The objectionable methods by which ever taken against Putifigay rights
idea to start with, but it soon shaped itself _ . =~ "™ . . e . S L2
. Putinis trying to develop a Russian nation- will figure in the indictment. (Thisis even
to the requirements of the system. I ) o . .
) al body politic are as nothing compared though homosexuality is legal in Russia
In Ireland after 1932, Fine Gael shaped . ; ) )
. : with the methods of total nationalism by and there are homosexual venues: how-
itself to the post-Treaty systemintroduced . : ) 7
. : which England constructed itself through- ever, homosexual 'propaganda’ is not
by De Valera. This was after losing a ) .
. . . . out the 18th century and in the 19th, permitted. Does anyone remember Mrs.
series of elections overfifteenyears, during_ .., . . .
S ) . . within the security of Imperialist world Thatcher and her textbooks now?)
which it had described Fianna Fail rule U
- .~ power under which it phased the populace
more or less as the rule of Putin’s party in : } . . .
. . . . radually into the Parliamentary franchise. Members of the Irish elite are very
Russia is now being described inthe west? L o .
by his party opponents I_mp_erlallsm was th_e (_:ontext of democ- British in this respect. But,_ if one of them
' ratisation. It was within the context of appears onthe BBCQ@uestion Timgtis
populist Imperialism in the 1880s that the immediately clear that their Britishness is
English democracy is unique in the ruling class began to see democratisatiorspurious. They don't fit in. They are a
world—and it is well aware of the fact. of the Parliamentary franchise as a safenovelty. Any Northern Sinn Feiner would
And yet it treats itself, paradoxically, as political project. Functional democracy fitin much better. And Ulster Unionists,
the norm to which the world should shape was based on Imperialism in Britain, and out of the backwoods, fitin perfectly, as to
itself. Ireland has in recenttimes absorbednot only in Britain. And what led to the the manner born.
English assumptions and prejudices, andsubversion of formal Empire was not the ~ Maread McGuinness MEP of Fine Gael,
its elite displays English reflexes in their democratic opposition from within but the 1st Vice President of the European
attitude towards the world. It should have the loss of power suffered in two unneces-Parliament, appeared on BBQuestion
been sympathetic towards Mugabe'ssary and badly-managed World Wars.  Timeon 15th March, and was made much
repatriating to Zimbabwe of the land stolen ~ About fifty years ago there were of. Haditbeen proved beyond reasonable
by Rhodesia within living memory. Butit mainstream English historians who des-doubt that Putin had poisoned Skripal?
wasn't. cribed the reality of democratisation as Well, she knew nothing aboutitreally, but
It would have been if its members lived being connected with Imperialism. That she was sure neverthele8sook, I’'m no
in the history of their own development. is no longer done, but the Imperialist expertintheseissues, butlhave to believe
But they don't. They set about discarding mentality has a deeper grip on the popularwhat youturning to Tory Minister Chris
their own history about forty years ago. mind now than it had then. In those times Grayling] are saying in terms of the
That was their bizarre response to the Waiit was widely recognised that there were security services”.
in the North. very differentways inwhich humans might ~ Of course the Russians denied it:
. Theyentered Eurqpe alongW|th_Br|ta|n, !lv_e Ieg_ltlmately. Butno longer. Milion's "I listened to the Russian Ambassador
in the Joycean spirit of escaping the injunction that England must teach the i, the UN, and he didn’t pull his punches
nightmare of history that they had becomenations how to live has taken root, and the  |ast night... And used some very harsh
for themselves. They became EuropeanEnglish fashion of the momentbecomesa words about the British Intelligence

3

Itwas accepted in Britain (the prototype
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Service... But, if not Russia, who else?" cow and Washington. atically. It scarcely bothered to pretend
) o It is only now that these extensive that it was not doing it. And we do not
She didn’t know, but couldn’tadmit, in pational-democratic ethnic cleansings arerecall that Britain, or the EU, or the UN
the presence of British certainty, that shepeginning to be written about—by ever made an issue of it.
didn’t know. academics only. Political Europe remains  President Obama murdered Ben Laden
in denial about it. in another state in preference to kidnapping
him and putting him on trial.

At the same time she didn't want there

to be any consequences of the certainty h ) ) | also included o o )
that Putin did it. Ifthere was actiononthat 1 neQuestion Timpanel also include Britain de-legitimised the Syrian state

certainty, the affair would not blow over Af_shin_ Rattansi, &ussia Tod_apresenter a few years ago and urged its overthrow.
quickly—and a renewed Cold War would with his own programmeéGoing Under  Many British citizens went there for that
not be a nice thing— ground He was there to demonstrate purpose. Now that Russia has prevented
. British fairness. His comments were Syrian from going the way of Libya, some
and you know that the EUropean qiricily curbed by Chairman David of them will be coming home. And there
Union, because of the Crimea, put _. . ) ; . . . .
sanctions on Russia. In a sense we had t&imbleby, while Mairead was encouraged has been public discussions in British
do that. Butit has emboldened, perhaps,t0 ramble on—but he did succeed in parliamentary circles about whether it
the Russian spirit. Europe took a hit at mentioning the Ukrainianoup And he  might be more expedient to find ways of
the time, with products not allowed into angered Mairead by suggesting that thekilling them in Syria instead of having to
Russia. I'm not sure what will happen EU demanded a hard border in Ireland:cope with them when they come home.
next because of this incident.” "Europe has not threatened—do you

_ ) understand anything about the Custois
Why did the EU have to put sanctions \jnion and the Single Market?"

on Russiabecause ofthe Crimea? Because Tne Chair did not want this point to

it had enacted aoup d'etatagainst the  geyeloped and so it was lost. RattapsilS Rules, OK!
elected Ukrainian Government—whose jossiply meant that Britain after Brexjt

electionwas notdisputed atthe time of the ;14 |eave its trade borders with the HU

election—because it made a trade agreegpen_why not?>—and that the EU as| a Within days of the Bill being published,

i i i o it was m lear that i rms woul
ment with Russia along with one made pqectionist body could not agree to this it was made clear that its terms would

with the EU. There was a strong Irish gnq would insist on borders. What oth  Infringe the Iav&/s of the UE'ted IStates. The
presence in theoup d’etat The embers  heaning canthere bein Britain's insiste err}atter was taken up |Int € on\;\r}e \;?rsmn
of Ukrainian Fascism were fanned into yhatitwould have nointerestin establishifg ?r}ewipapsrsépsmahlsmglpp I"fl.s |.r;gtcl)n
flame. When the EU began to have doubts, irade horder in Ireland after Brexit, and politics, founded by the political ‘insider

about what it had started, it was brushedy,ouid not do so? Jerry Finkelstein but since his death is
aside by Victoria Nuland, Assistant Secre- owned by his son, Jimmy Finkelstein. On

tary of State to thee factcPresidentofthe  The grand theatre about Russia’s ne 29th January, in explaining the ramifica-

Ve, ! T
World, Barack Obama, who saiBiuck  gasinvasion of Britain—and that has be an?r?;_s ofthe Irish Senate Bill it pointed out

the EU", and she gave anti-Russianism {he tenor of media commentary in Brita|n
its head. TheoupGovernment, fuelled __seryed the useful purpose for Thergsa  "If enacted, it could put leading U.S.
by the revived fascism, announced exten-\1ay of eclipsing controversy over Brexif, =~ companies with Irish subsidiaries to a
sive anti-Russian measures. If Putin hadunifying both her party and the natig choice between violating the Irish law or
let the thing run on, NATO would S00Nn 4crdss party lines, with a few honouratjle violating the U.S. Export Administration

i i ; " Regulations, which require U.S. firms to
have been surrounding the Russian Navayceptions.  When the body polit refl?se to participate ir? foreign boycotts

Base inthe Crimea, and post-SovietRusSigecovers from its nationalistic, xenophobic  that the United States does not sanction.

continued
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WOU'? possibly have becomefailed  gnti-Russian binge, the controversy oer "In addition to running afoul of U.S.

state—like Iraq and Libya. What Putin - greyit terms will not seem so importaft ~ federal law, the bill would subject com-

did was enable the predommantlyRussu’;many more. panies to U.S. state-level sanctions,

population of Crimea, in the face of the violate European Union and international

generalised anti-Russianism of t@up ~ pg :f':w'\(/, 'Ehrtiatfln 'Lrﬂasntd,ts Vitaldeﬁor(;onliﬁ

to attach itself to Russia. . ; - Inks to the United States, and hinder the
One of Putin's defeated rivals, Ksenfia prospects for peace between Israel and

Sobchak, was brought on BBOews- the Palestinians.

The EU swallowed its pride over being
fucked (raped?) by Washington, and
became self-righteously indignant over
the Russian breach of the democratic 194
settlement of Europe—that was made

nightto add another voice of certainty fo "The bill, titled "Control of Economic
the opinion that Putin poisoned Skripgl.  Activity (Occupied Territories) Bill 2018,
gntroduced asaRussian Reality TV persgn- would make itaviolation of Irish criminal
2lity who stood"as a Liberal protest law for Irish persons and companies to

candidate” she said that she admirdd importorse]l items, orto provideservices,
possible only by the Russian defeat of ! produced in the Israeli settlements. It

. . British justice very much, and therefole ; ; ; :
Fascist Europe. Hitler had about a dozen J Very would punish violators with up to five
European allies in his invasion of Russia she was astonished that TheresaMay cquld years in prison. The senator who intro-
and 51e conditions under which Europé have come to her verdict so quickly. She duced the bill, Frances Black, previously

) was sad to see May descending to Put|n's signed a letter calling for a boycott of all
settled down for forty-give years under level. Israeli products and services.

1945 arrangements was the extensive
nationalist ethnic cleansings, and popula-  The critical thinginthe incidentappeafs  The article further pointed out that:
tion movements in European countries toto have to do with a state reaching to Kill “The bill, if enacted, would gravely
the east of Germany, that were carried outenemies who have been given refugefin underminel Ireland’s eéonomic links to
in 1945-6 under the authority of the United another state. To our knowledge, Isrdel  the United States, which are vital to Irish
Nations—which in practice meant Mos- was the first state which did that systemn-  prosperity. U.S. investment in 2016




accounted for 67 percent of all foreign Sanctions on another Sovereign Sta
directinvestmentin Ireland. Yet this bill  then the rest of the world must comply-
would make U.S. companies with o jt will use its economic reach t

subsidiaries in Ireland, Irish companies L :
with subsidiaries in the U.S., and their 20MiNiSter heavy punishment.
If, as the article in The Hill implies

employees who are Irish or resident in 5 ] i
Ireland, choose between violating the @nother Sovereign State decided toimpg
Irish law or violating the U.S. Export Sanctions, even againstgoods produce
Administration Regulations. Violations an area of the world that is considered
of these U.S. antiboycott laws are theinternational community to be illegall
punishable by fines and by imprisonment occypied, then the United States will al
for up to 10 years. use its economic reach against that So

"According to the American Chamber . - .
of Commerce Ireland. some 700 U.S. '€ign State in order to undermine su

companies employ over 150,000 people S&Nctions.

inlreland. The companiesinclude Apple, ~ Thisisthe reality of Big Power politics
Dell, Facebook, Google, Hewlett This Irish Senate Bill has been extremg
Packard, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, andyseful, even if it goes nowhere, for expo

Twitter. In addition, some 227 lrish jnq the reality of United States bullying i
companies employ an estimated 120,000the world

le in th i tates. .

peqlg)rﬁelge gomtaegiessaﬁimd also be S0 much for US complaints at the we
forced by Irish law to run afoul of some N Which China is using its economi
or all of the two dozen U.S. state laws Weight to further its interests in the worlg

which impose sanctions on companies But the Chinese do not force countrig¢s

that boycott Israel. For example, lllinois  trading with it to conform to its economia

law requires that lllinois” state-funded - pojitical or social model. They remembgr
the unequal trade to which they wefe

retirement systems divest from
‘companies that boycott Israel'. 'Boycott

[€ happened that a number of large German
— and French banks were the sellers of CDSs
P while the buyers were smaller financial
institutions.

se According to Stiglitz, the ECB insisted
 ithat the restructuring be done in a way so
hyas not to trigger the CDSs. He statés

" good regulator would want the banks who
o hold risky bonds in their portfolio to have
einsurance and that the insurance pay off"
bh (p. 160). He concludes:

"The ECB was more interested in the
big banks that were selling insurance—
essentially gambling and speculating on
whether Greece could pay off its debts—
thaninthe ordinary banks that had bought
insurance" (p. 160)

ly
S_
X

Y The general case Stiglitz makes against
" the ECB covers ground that is familiar but
*_still worth re-stating. | summarise it in the
next five paragraphs.

The idea of leaving monetary policy in

¢ the control of a technocratic body inde-

Israel' is defined to include:

‘Engaging in actions that are
politically motivated and are intend-
edto penalize, inflict economic harm
on, or otherwise limit commercial

subject by multiple European Imperialis
Powers and America. Theirforeign polig
is in a different league to that of th
United States.

pendent of the political system is flawed
in the sense that decisions made by central
banks inevitably have distributive implica-
tions and are thus political. Investors,
creditors and wealthy individuals have an

O <<

Eamon Dyas

relations with the State of Israel g
companies based in the State
Israelor in territories controlled byj
the State of Israel’.”

The fate of Senator Black’s Bill, and ip

particular the intimidation which led to it
being putin limbo, has implications for a

r

ot interest in keeping inflation low, while

working class communities have an
interest in keeping unemployment low. A
monetary policy focussed on inflation can
increase unemployment by pushing up
interest rates and constraining the money

supply (p. 147).

The flaw in Stiglitz

continued

o

who accept that the Settlements in Israel

constitute aninfringement of Internation

bl this brief detour, the series will returnto  Of course the contextin which the ECB

Law—that is to say law endorsed by the the topic of the EU response to the came to be the most independent central

United Nations.

Economic activity is one of the mai
means through which an Occupying Pow
consolidates its occupation. Therefore,
the Settlements are considered illeg
under international law, then surely ar
economic activity undertaken on the
territories by the Occupying Power or i
agents (and settlers deliberately emplag
in such areas must lpeso factaonsidered
agents of the occupying power) shou
also be illegal.

By not doing all they can to obstruct th
success of such economic activity, Soy
reign States become complicitinthisilleg
action.

The reaction in the United States to t
Irish Senate proposalis extremely intere

sovereign debt crisis in Ireland and gener-bank in the world was that, when it was
ally, in the Maylrish Political Review designed in the early nineties, the prevail-
ing orthodoxy was market fundamentalism
er THE EuropEAN CENTRAL BANK otherwise known as neo-liberalism.
if In an interesting chapter on the ECB, Persistent high inflation can certainly
alwhile arguing that before 2008 the Centralwreak economic havoc and irresponsible
y Banksinboththe US and Europe had beerGovernments can contribute to the creation
be "captured'by the financial sector, Stiglitz  of inflation but, as we now know, inflation
S brings up the restructuring of Greek Bondsis less damaging than financial crises. On
edhat occurred in 2012 (the largest debtthat ground alone the liberal view that
restructuring in the history of sovereign Central Banks should confine their activi-
Id defaults).Restructuringmeans that the ties to the maintenance of a low inflation
repayment period for the Bonds getsrate has failed the test of history. Respon-
e stretched out and the old Bonds getsibility for financial stability was immed-
e-replaced by new bonds with a lower iately added to the objectives of the US
Al nominal value. In such restructuring Federal Reserve following 2008. Stiglitz
owners of the Bonds suffer a loss, some-cites the US Employment Act (1946),
hetimes a major loss. To cover themselveswhich assigned responsibility for inflation
St-against the possibility of such losses, manyplus employment to the Federal Govern-

1

ing, as it reveals the attitude of the Unit

d financial institutions take out a form of ment, as further evidence of his case. He

States to the rest of the world. In the insurance called Credit Default Swapsalso holds that the flexibility of other
context of previous action by the Unitgd (CDSs). However, while some banks buy Central Banks around the world renders
States what it boils down to is that, if tHe CDSs, other banks sell them. In the the inflexibility of the ECB problematic.
United States wishes to arbitrarily impose restructuring of Greek bonds in 2012, it In2011the ECB raised interest rates twice,

5



due to concerns about inflation, while the restructuring of 2011), and that pressurised  unambiguously the appropriate response.
US Fed kept its rates low; this caused thepolitical leaders into pursuinganeo-liberal  In the case of a fourth condition, debt
Euro to become overvalued in relation to agenda. Far from being an institution  restructuring, either approach [national
the Dollar thereby giving US exports to independent of the evil influence of  Of centralised control]is possible, butthe
Europe a competitive advantage in a timepolitics, the Bank became an undemocratic  24thors prefer a solution that involves

. . L i centrally restructuring debts while allocat-
of recession (p. 150). authority pushing its own political agenda. ing costs at national level” (published by

The political arm-twisting seems to have  v/ox for the Washington based think tank,
The neo-liberal orientation of the ECB ended with the departure of Trichet, but  Center for Economic Policy Research,
was compounded by the influence of the bias in favour of large German and  2016)
German monetary conservatism (althoughFrench banks has almost certainly contin-
Stiglitz doesn'tdelve into it, the prevailing ued under Draghi. Pursuit of liberal econo- This shows that Clancy is prepared to
German economic orthodoxyrdo- mic policies caused the international use sources that conflict with her general
liberalism, has been rightly described asfinancial crisis of 2008. As part of a position. In a chapter on the ECB Clancy
Hayeckian i.e. it is based on the liberal desperate struggle to contain that crisis builds on the Stiglitz position as shown in
ideas of August von Hayek). German the ECB fell back on protecting big the following summary:
liberal-conservative influence over the corporate interests and interfering in the o o
ECB manifested itself as a staunch aver-affairs of democratically-elected Govern- ~ The Bankremains fixated on achieving
sionto any hintof the financing of Govern- ments. The Bank was eventually forced tolow inflation despite all the lessons of the
ment debt or deficits through monetary abandon its own liberal-conservative financial crisis. Its Mandate contrasts
policy, which in tumn translated as strict Mandate in order to impose controls on Sharply with that of other central banks in
limits on the purchase by the Bank of the financial sector of the Eurozone; late having alow level of democratic account-
Short Term Bonds. The German position in the crisis (2015), it began to implement ability. Its de-politicisation of economic
did not survive the Great Recession, Quantitative Easing. policy is aimed at creatingexternal
however (p. 164). The ECB engaged in EmmA CLANCY's c.:onstralnt.s"lwhlch he!p to Impose neo-
the purchase of Short Term Bonds and DesT TO STIGLITZ liberal policies at na:uonal level. Clancy
this eventually gave way to the purchase The superior tone often adopted by &/ludes to the ECB's threat to cut off
of Long Term Bonds—Quantitative mediawriters when reviewing documents emergency Ilqwdlty to the lrish banks
Easing—when Mario Draghi replaced issued by political parties is, to my mind, unless the Ir_|sh Gpvernment agregd o
Jean Claude Trichet as ECB President. Inunwarranted. Like all of the parties rep- "eduest a bailout in 2010 when Trichet
response to the crisis the ECB becameresented in the European parliamentaryWas in charge, butalso to the cancellation
more active in the supervision of the Euro- grouping, GUE/NGL—or indeed any ©f émergencyliquidity to the Greek banks
zone'sfinancial institutions and authorised political party—Sinn Fein represents a in _2015 “”‘,’ef Draghi's ngdershlp, as
bailouts for Member States that were cutspecific constituency and must cater to &Vidence of its blatantly political role (p.
out of international money markets. Allof that constituency's often complex needs®2): ) .
this went against the principles of in formulating policy. Notwithstanding Despite the billions O,f euro_handed
ordoliberalism and in 2011 the German such constraints, Emma Clancy has madé?Ver by the ECBto banks inthe Eurozone,
representative on the ECB, Axel Weber, a detailed 70-page study of the Euro, 'S financing operations have failed to
resigned, followed months later by his drawing on awide range of sources includ-9€nerate anything like the recovery that
German colleague, Jurgen Stark,ing a number of reports from EU bodies. 128 occurred in the US. The Quantitative
effectively the Bank's chief economist. Most of the source authors, especially Fasing (purchasing of government and
Joseph Stiglitz, Yannis Varoufakis, Martin corporate bonds) that. commenced in
Stiglitz worked as an advisor to the Wolf, Paul Krugman and George Irvin, March 2015 together with the Corporate
Government of Jose Luis Rodriguez are antipathetic to the Euro, as might bejecur;tles Purcrr:z;smg rl?rogrbamme.dth;alt
Zapateroin Spain. He recounts how Trichetexpected given Sinn Fein's traditional ates from March 2016, have been widely
exerted a secret pressure on that Governperspective. However, the sources are useiticised .fc()jr lacking tran;pa(;en_c z fandll
ment by threatening to withhold financial Wellin explaining the contextin which the ?SSI'S“”Q Industries associated with fossi
assistance to Spanish banks unless laboururo needs to be viewed. uels (p. 55).
market flexibility measures (i.e. policies ~ Taking one example, the use made of A ¢yisis is also currently facing the
leading to lower wages) were introduced; Varoufakis, in describing the history of g\ronean banking system broughton by a
this, Stiglitz affirms, is testified to by monetary policy from the Gold Standard ¢ ronically low level of profitability that
Zapatero in his memoirs (p. 155). We in through the Bretton Woods system andpag persisted since 2008 (p. 56). The
Ireland are also aware that secret pressuréhe aftermath ofits Collcf:l_pse, Is |nformat|v_e, Banking Union, hailed at a meeting of EU
from Trichet was responsible for prevent- even for readers familiar with that topic gjnance Ministers in 2013 as the end of
ing theburning' of senior bond holdersin (P 24). Another sourceMinimal condi-  he "oq big to fail” problem, has so far
the bank bailout. tlc_Jns for the survival of the Eulty Barry  f5iled to deliver (p. 58). An exception
Eichengreen and Charles Wyplosz— ¢jyse in the relevant legislation, referred
The picture that emerges of the ECB POISters the case Clancy is making on ongq, geprecautionary recapitalisationhas
(my summary makes Stiglitz's account POINt the need to leave control of fiscal neant that the funding of bank bailouts
appear more coherent than it actually is) isPC/ICy atthe national level, butis otherwise rom puplic funds has proceeded apace. In
of an institution that, not only acted SUPPOrtive of controls being centralised at>016 8.8 billion euro of public funds was
technocratically to implement neo-liberal the supranational level (p. 21). Eichen- 5 ymped into the Italian bank, MPS.
or ordoliberal policies, but also worked in 9r€€n and Wyplosz state: According to Clancy, the European Bank-
the interests of the more powerful Euro- "In the case of financial supervision NG Authority is lobbying for state funds
zone banks (as shown in the Greek and monetary policy, centralisation is to be used to write off the high level of



non-performing loans in European banks depositinsurance at European level—haveexperiences of individual countries. In
(p. 60). been moves in the right direction, given Part One of this series, based on a definitive
. . : the phenomenon whereby popular fear ofstudy of the Irish Crash by Donovan and
Allowing for some complexities which . . . . o .
S : leaving the Euro has forced radical partiesMurphy, l identified local factors in Ireland
Stiglitz ignores, like the threat that both . N . . : : . .
. . like Syrizain Greece, th&ront National —irresponsible banking practices, in-
the Irish bank collapse and the restructuring. : . . .
in France and most recently theStar  adequate financial regulation at national
of the Greek Government Bonds once . : . .y
. : ) . Movementin Italy to soft-peddle their level, political policies that helped to buoy
posed to the international financial system, s . . .
. - opposition to the Single Currency—given up the property boom and implement pub-
the analysis of both Stiglitz and Clancy, as : ) .
) ; all of these factors, the Left should face lic spending levels that were unsustainable
| have summarised them, are basically . . .
) . the reality that the Euro is here to stay. —as the main causes of the Crash. Such
sound. Buta problem arises whenitcomes L . ;
. - empirical details fall beneath the notice of
to the question of deciding what reforms . . o .
. Ratherthan adopting a stance of doctrin-Stiglitz because he has an axe to grind
now need to be proposed. That problemis_. =~ : ) o ?
ire intolerance towards the mainstream,related to a dispute within theoretical

S ; al
that St|g||fcz—and Clancy taking her cue the Left should set about winning over economics.
from Stiglitz—are torn between demand-

ina reform of the Eurozone and arrandin centrist, environmentalist, conservative, )
g _ ( 9iNg . d even centre-Right, political move- The Euro and its Threat to the Future of
for a smooth exit from it.

ments to the need for greater control of EUrOPEls a 452-page door-stop of a book
market forces. The failure of neo-liberal that still takes pride of place on the
ideology has occurred on such a scale thaP©kshop shelves and is the first item to

the Left now needs to forsake its Ghetto @PPear in Internet searches on its subject.
mentality. Early in the first chapter under a heading

"A note on the history of the Euro and the
scope of this book"Stiglitz states;All

Writing in 2016 Stiglitz concluded that
there was &significant probability"that
the political will to remain in the Eurozone
would break in one country or another (p.
307). When that break happens, he
predicted, the risk would be very great

THE FLAW IN THE
STIGLITZ APPROACH

that others would follow and that the A (riticism of Stiglitz made by Herm-
floodgates would come crashing down on 4,6 Triay of the French think tank
the currency, causing dramatic political AlterEcoPlusposted by Guillaume Duval

this history is important, but much of it is
beyond the remit of this bodd. 7). Indeed

in the body of the text a systematic econo-
mic and political history of the currency is

and economic consequencastjustior o he Social Europewebsite on 13th o enicuous by its absence

Europe but for the world{p. 308). His  geptember 2016, is apposite. Triay's basic WE in awgrk centred on the Euro. is
solution is a bet—hedgmg exercise: a rQOtpoint is that Stiglitz is approaching the i his){;)r bevond his remit? | wou,ld

and branch reform which he outlines in g g from the vantage point of theoretical o, esttzat n):)twithstandin his practical
Chapter 9 or an orderly dismantiing as economics and has been doing so SinC%xggrience as Chief Econ?)mis? of the
described in Chapter 10. the 1990s; that the Euro could never haqug”d Bank, member of Bill Clinton's

Writing in 2017, Emma Clancy states: met the requirements of aBptimum o incil of Economic Advisors, and
"Rather than focus on the question of currency areaintilithad existed inactual  ,4visor to many European Governments,
whether the Eurozone is a viable social life for several decades. What he ;56 siglitz retains a fatal prejudice of his
arrangement in the long term, this paper means is that the political will and an ,ytessjon: he fails to add sufficientweight
aims to discuss solutions to pressingappropriate institutional configuration 1 ngjitics and history in the study of
problems in the short and medium term must necessarily precede. the SU?CGSSfUéconomic phenomena. In that way he
during a period of political crisis in achievement of monetary integration.  c,ntinues to look at the world through the

Europe”(p. 63). But, if she wishes topark 5y dismisses the idea that the Euro-Prism of theoretical economics and shares
the question of the zone's viability and ;46 couid be dismantled without under- a key flaw of the neo-liberal exponents he
leave it hanging as a future possibility, mining the entire European project. He decries.
how serious are her short-term solutions?argues that the severely distressed coun-

When she gets down to specifying reform jes leaving the currency would be forc
proposals she statésthe currentcontext, 1 gevalue their new currencies in effor

the deepening and expansion of the, grap their neighbours' share of expa
Eurozone should be resisted by the Left. If,, 5 1kets. The dynamic of competin

this sounds like a defensive position, that'sy 4tion States would quickly displace th

because, unfortunately, it i¢f. 66). cooperative model of the EU. Triay assef
that Europe has no alternative but |

AN ALTERNATIVE STRATEGY gradually close up the loopholes and f
I would propose a different strategy t0 e fajlures of monetary union. The rest

the Stiglitz approach, one that may be 5y referring to Stiglitz's bookiaerely
more obviousin March 2018 thanitwasin |iarature”.

2016 or even 2017. Given that the Euro-

zone has survived the worst ravages ofthe  While arguing against the German pos
financial crash and the ensuing sovereigntion that a failure to enforce fiscal disciplin
debtcrisis, given that some of the measuresaused the Euro crisis, Stiglitz stat€ur
adopted by the Brussels institutions in analysis has argued otherwise: it is th
response to the crisis—the creation of thevery structure of the eurozone itself, n
European Stability Mechanism, supra- even the failings of the individua
national level supervision of banking, the countries, that is to blanig(p. 122). This
process initiated through the Banking shows a preoccupation with theory at th
Union which will eventually result in expense of attention to the particulg

Dave Alvey

n

rtDUPED
; Who are they who live under malfunctio
ts Cut-off from the mainstream of politicq.
o Drawing sustenance from a bag of tricks.
x Are the engineers of extreme unction,
eProps up the prop that props them up to gin.
Has Old Testament views of their neighbouys.
Posture, arrogance, cutting like sabred.
 Hopped out of isolation from the bin.
I-But it all had to stop, it couldn't go on.

a)

h

It spilt its share of blood for the empirg.
Adopted old Holland's colour for the throng.

F Randeath-squads, moralises'neathchurchsalires
Pt Seemsto think they have never done muchwrgng,
whilst continuing to plot and conspirg.

Wilson John Haire
2 December, 2017
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The O'Connor Column

Karl Liebknecht's betrayal of Connolly's ally,
the "English traitor Sir Roger Casement"

On 7th April 1916, just two weeks
before the Easter Rising, the German
radical leftistand Marxistinternationalist,
Karl Liebknecht, speaking inthe German
Parliament Reichstag, denounced
Roger Casement as &dbnglish traitor"
and the members of the Irish Brigade as
"English prisonerséngaged iftreason-
able service against their own country"
Thus a report in thBerliner Tagesblatt
(08.04.16), which continued:

"Dr. Liebknecht (Indep.): 'l repeat, |

training grounds... Among other things, believing no political conflict justified
an Irish Brigade has been formed under agrmed confrontation; others participated
treaty signed by Undersecretary Zimmer- i, orqtest movements to seek negotiations

mann with Sir Roger Casement, the English o :
traitor, at the end of December 1914. | to end it; a small number, following the

have the text of it here. Under this treaty, line advocated by Lenin, organised
English prisoners of war are to be recruited clandestinely to transform the war into a
and trained in German prison camps for revolutionary classcivil war". But the
military service against England... great majority opted in varying degrees to
... Mohammedan prisoners of war from sypport their own state's war efforts. Those
tg:ol?rench,UEkngl_ls_h, and Ru35|ar|1 arE)“'_es'whofollowed Lenin's advocacy of a Euro-
gians, Ukrainians, etc., are also elngpean class civil war became the new

systematically press ganged and forced in/, ) . .
these prisoner-of-war camps into military internationalists’; a group to which James

service against the state to which they Connolly decidedly did not belong.
belong...

'Ighese matters deserve serious atten- Connolly was a Socialist Republican—
tion; I protest at you silencing me when | jndeed he invented the term. He regarded
gclar;gwatlg;e/monu%e?;;:iﬁltirr?a'a"Stam ONBritain as the power-house of global

(Reichs’tagsprotokolleﬂfl. Sitzung. 7 capitalism and advocated Irlsh Ir)depend-
April 1916, pp. 920-22). ence and adherence to souahsF forces

to stop)” o internationally. He was an admirer of

The Speaker of the Reichstag, Dr. Thus did Liebknecht express the antag-German Social Democracy and the
Paasche, sought to rule Liebknecht'sonism of the ‘internationalist' tendency in influence it had had in shaping the highly
intervention out of order on the basis German socialism, not only to Roger Case-socialised form of capitalism developed
that he was raising a wider issue which ment and Irish soldiers in the British Army in Germany. During the July 1914 crisis,
gﬁlgcaqgmggbgr ;ﬂc?( Cvgggtrhhciomi%eetr who wished to serve with him in support of he sided with the Socialist International's
debate.. But Liebknecht persisted, ?,Orllzlggﬁlnhltrireglanfd, b.utdalso tg PI|SU(1$kIS _p9§|t|on, and when war was dec!ar'ed
broadening the charge further: > fig g for Independence from initially continued to advocate a socialist

"Mohammedan prisoners of war are RUssia and England*Mohammedan”  response to haltit, approvingly quoting an
also being systematically press gangedsubjects from India and elsewhere fighting anti-war speech by Karl Liebknecht. But
inthese prison camps into service againstagainst'the state to which they belong" within two weeks, as the war became
their own country.” . Support for such endeavours Wasstain  reality, he assessed the actual issues
hir\:lv?oeg tgaek?gﬁr?g%rugggmtg;”idiegn on Germany, on German cultuteThus  involved and, in an article ifhe Irish
knecht v\?ailed: "You are gystema’tically ,dld h c e>'<press the_ German |n'tern.at|onallstWorkeron 28th Augyst‘,The Wa}r Up.on
muzzling me!" (ibid.). left p'osmon on lIrish Republlcanlsm and the German Natiopsided explicitly with

other independence movements during thegGermany and the pro-war reformist/

The official record of the Reichstag 'Great War'. revisionistwing of the SPD, that supported
gives further detail of Liebknecht's inter- the war as one of national defence against
vention. Speaking to a minor budget ~_ CONNOLLY, CASEMENT AND THE WAR 4 girateqy of encirclement and destruction
allocation of 58,300 Marks for tHExten The Irish Left has persistently portrayed . the British-ledEntente’Powers. Not
sion of Accommodation and Equipping European Marxist internationalists as SUp'onIy was Germany being attacked by a
on Military Training Grounds; he Porters of the Irish revolutionary cause, «yirate" hut the future of socialism itself
declared: and the two as being different strands of therequired a German victory.

e Germanprisoncanps,ang 0 O 05 IO O Comly contue 1o it
on the basis of a carefully constructed . *" - ’ position inissue after issue of erkers
plan authorised at the highest level, o o . . Republicright up to April 1916, often

The internationalist position prior to the reproducing texts by pro-war German

prisoners of war—Frenchmen, Russians i
and Englishmen—are systematically World War, as represented by the Socialistggjg|ists and never again referring to the
internationalist" anti-war tendency in

being press ganged into treasonablelnternational, was to prevent the outbreak.
military service against their own of war through working class civil dis- German socialism or quoting Liebknecht.
country.(Vehement objection$)have  obedience, a General Strike. But when the
g?ﬂﬂg‘;‘;ﬂiﬂsL‘;%ﬁ‘éig‘ﬁ;g%ycgﬁgswar got underway—a more accurate Asthewarcontinued, Connolly asserted
described inthe press as agross violationdesl’lcr'pt'on t_han the sleepwalkerifinoke  the I_rlsh mtt_are_st torequire an armed rising
ofinternational law.. (Speaker'sBell) ~ Out—Socialists were forced to take astanceagainst Britain to seek independence,
"The point is that propaganda is... On What had actually happened. Somecarried out in alliance with Germany. He
being conducted at these military became conscientious objectors or pacifistsjnvolved himself and the lIrish Citizen

have documents to hand verifying that a
treaty was concluded between Under-
secretary Zimmermann and the English
traitor, Sir Roger Casement, according
to which at such [military] training
grounds English prisoners of war would
be trained for military service against
England(Stormy interruptions and calls



Army from January 1916 in the Irish Rep- IRB-related Clan na Gael to realise the 2016:0ne Bold Deed of Open Treason: the
ublican Brotherhood's concrete planning practical alliance with Germany. Berlin Diary of Roger Casement 1914-16.
for the Rising in alliance with Germany.
He ensured the Rising went ahead despite GermaNy FOR IRISH | NDEPENDENCE? Bt ! | X
Eoin MacNeill's countermand order  Atthe start of August 1914, Casement, diary is his growing exasperation with the
following the loss of the German arms Devoy and the Clan na Gael leadershipC&"™Man authorities. As a well-known
shipment aboard the 'Aud’, which had met with the German Ambassador in mternauonal flgure and former Brmsh
been organised through the Irish-Germanwashington and drafted a Petition to diplomat, he enjoyed access to and social-
alliance forged by Casement in 1914.  Kajser Wilhelm, calling on Germany to ised widely among the upper echelons of
The independent nature of the alliance publicly commit in its war aims to an the German foreign policy Establishment.
with Germany was precisely described in Independent Ireland. Recognisitithe But his exasperation was not at a lack of
the 1916 'Proclamation’: that the Irish German cause" "as their owythey stated Qerman wﬂlmgnt_ass to meet the_lrobhga-
revolutionary movement was striking for that while"We should hope for a German 1O"S under the Irish-German alliance, but
freedom;'supported by her exiled children triumph over an enemy who is also our Father attheir continued naivety regarding
in Americaand by gallantalliesin Europe, enemy; an Ireland liberated from Britain the British and inability to grasp the nature
butrelyinginthe firston herown strength” would also be dsure gage for a free of British strategy. The German elites

" remained incorrigibly Anglophile!
Connolly's view of the war was precise- °c€an for all who traverse the seas

: As regards the Irish Brigade, at which
; ; The Irish leaders requested that the . '
ly that of Sir Roger Casement, who since : - m
y g German Government issue a DeclaratlonL'ebkneCht was so outraged, Casement

1911 had set out in a series of articles a~~ © "= : - was emphatic that its function was to fight
meticulous analysis of British world strat- Stating its commitment to Irish Independ- _ = = = 5 0L L mal 10-

egy based on its control of the seas. Until€Nce- Supported by a letter from Clanna © secrefTreaty” with the German
British control of the seas was ended, all G@€! stating itsfullest confidence’in - ~ " " L a1 signed
other states would be at its mercy. Britain asément and hiswthority to speak for by Arthur Zimmermann for the German
was bringing about a war to eliminate the 1d represent the lrish Revolutionary Foreign Office and by Casement as the
new industrial and commercial challenge Party inreland and AmericaCasement —, - " P

g Irish Envoy", specifying its role. The

of Germany. It was in Germany's interest travelled to Germany to negotiate directly. raising of the Brigade had been agreed

to break Britain's monopoly control of the He finally succeeded in having Germany .. "3 =~ 5 S L oet August
1914 as a key aim under the German

world's seas, and the key to ending Britain's'lsgijz thte Declzratiorﬂ on IZOtz Ngvzmé)er
key position of naval dominance was an el ! stwor mg{t_ ar%e y dra f | .yh alliance. Though the Brigade remained
Independent Ireland, as Napoleon had-aS€ment, commiting ermany o nsh o - e aareement was never
; Independence and stating that, if the 9

realised too late. N . fort fwar brouaht G troons tq PuPlished, its full text is reproduced in

Casement knew the British ruling class 10 /n€S OTWarbrought Sermantroops 1o - oy o nq English by Wolf (pp. 31-4).
intimately, being personally acquainted !"eiand. they would act fully in accord . oo e that it watto fight solely
with Sir Edward Grey and many others in With that commitment. This was a major ;o ) co of Ireland, and under no cireum
the upper echelons of the EstablishmentdiPlomatic triumph for the Irish - oon o it pe employed or directed to

Volunteers, Casement telling MacNeill it ploy
He knew how they worked and the power : s : any German end'that its members would
; ; i represented the firstinternational y
of their narrative and method of spinning o - ol be unpaid volunteers, and only if it proved
it. His writings were widely read, ecognition oflrish nationality not possible to get it to Ireland could another
appearing inhe Irish Revievand in the . . deployment be considered. Any such
USintheGaelic Americamndirish Free | RiSH BRIGADE" AND ARMS FOR IRELAND deployment, which Casement personally had
dom as well as his best selling 1913 book, ~Casement also pursued two otheryy approve, might be to assist Egyptian
The Crime Against Europé&oreseeing objectives in Germany, likewise in agree- patriots'to expel the British from Egyptis
the war being engineered against Germanyment with Clann na Gael and the IRB: the "5 plow struck at the British invaders of
by Britain, he wrote in March 1913: raising of afflrish Brigade"from Irishmen  Eqypt ... is a blow struck for a kindred cause
"As an Irishman | have no fear of the captured as prisoners of war, and theyg that of Ireland: Casement was a true

result to Ireland of a German triumph. | organising of arms for the Irish Volunteers. jternationalist!
pray for it; for with coming of thatday the The Irish Brigade proved to be a shambles.

‘Irish Question’, so dear to British Mostofthose capturedinthe earlymonths  Connolly, injoining the IRB revolution-
po“t'c,'a”f" becomes a European, aworld of the war were long-standing recruits ary leadership in February 1916, also
3\‘,’:;;'0” (The Problem of the Near- \yho had been in the army long before committed to the Irish-German alliance
' Redmond's Home Rule recruiting. From central to the planning of the Rising, one
Casementbecame an absolutely centraR,000 Irish PoWs assembled at a camp irhe had in any case advocated since 1914.
figure in the independence movement. HeLimberg, just fifty volunteered, most, The failure ofthe Brigade led the Germans
joined the Irish Volunteers the day they according to a German repdghysically  to decide not to publicise it and to cease
were founded in 1913 and, as a highly healthy but of the lowest moral calibre” recruitment to it altogether in July 1915,
respected figure, was immediately "the dregs of the city proletariat'stil  though it continued in existence to the end
appointed to its Executive. Within a few clingingto their loyalties as British soldiers of the War. Casement grew despondent
weeks he activated a committee of mostly (from reports reproduced in Karin Wolf, and was often ill, spending much of 1915
high Establishment Anglo-Irish liberal Sir Roger Casement und die deutsch-in a sanatorium near Munich. But he
Home Rule sympathisers in London to irische Beziehungeierlin 1972, p. 35).  continued his writing, particularly in the
fund and organise the arming of the This was also Casement's experience. HisTontinental Timedpcused on the nature
Volunteers. Once the Howth gun running travails in Germany are now well known of British strategy and the issue of naval
of July 1914 was successfully organised,since Angus Mitchell's excellent edition dominance, while the organisation of arms
he went to America to link up with the of his German diary was published in for Ireland passed back to Clan na Gael

9

What most comes across in Casement's
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and the IRB. Robert Monteith arrived west. In 1914 Oxford historians (iWhy  the hope of achieving an understanding
from America and Joseph Plunkett from We Are At Wgr—and Tom Kettle of the withit. Karin Wolf, inSir Roger Casement
Ireland, and precise arrangements for thdrish Party—declared that Germany's und die deutsch-irische Beziehungen
arms shipment to the Kerry coast to democracy was a sham veiling an essencé1972), reproduces much German material
coincide with the Rising were agreed in of "Prussian barbarism"The War was a regarding Casement. Thisincluded cables
February 1916. matter of thé'democracies'tonfronting  between the German Foreign Office in
Connolly also sought to activate a this brutish"autocracy" This was, of Berlinandits Washington Embassy. From
Citizens Army group in North Kerry as course, a propaganda fallacy, but it hasthe start, Berlin was reticent about
part of the plan. The shipment, aboard thebecome commonplace to hear it repeatedAmbassador von Bernstorff's talks with
'‘Aud’, was to be lost at Cork on Holy again. In thdrish Independenbn 24th  Devoy and Casement, advising him as
Saturday after Wilson's America, despite March last, John Bruton claimed that late as 28th Augustto proceed with caution
its ostensible neutrality, betrayed GermanBritain had"made supreme sacrifices to and not commit German support, as a
Embassy papers, revealing the location ofprotect the European orderin 1914"he  Declaration supporting Irish Independence
the ship, to the British. reality however is that Russia, which might "forfeit sympathies of English
Casement himself sought to return to British policy sought to facilitate advanc- population and of Americda" The
Ireland to have the Rising aborted, con-ing deep into Europe, represented theChancellor himself, as Wolf relates,
vinced it faced catastrophe, and wasextreme reactionary autocracy in Europecontinued to the end of 1914 to hope for a
facilitated by the Germans who provided and the German Reichstag, which, unlikereconciliation with England and eager that
a submarine that landed him at Bannathe French or British Parliaments, was Germany notdo anything to further exacer-
Strand where he was captured. Theelected on afull adult franchise including, bate Anglo-German tensions! Bernstorff
Germans, in other words, fulfilled their since 1912, women, had evolved underinitially delayed committing to the Irish,
commitments under the Declaration of the German constitution to include parli- but recommended to Berlin thahould
November 1914 secured by Casement. amentary scrutiny of the military budget. Great Britain nevertheless choose a fight
It is interesting that Karl Liebknecht to full mutual exhaustion"Germany
THE GERMANS himself regarded Germany as a democ-should consider accommaodating the Irish
The Germans in 1914, and particularly racy, if a flawed one. In the debate on theproposals. Three weeks later, on 28th
the Chancellor, Theobald von Bethmann- 1916 military budget he complained that September, he wrote:
Hollweg, sought to avoid war with Britain. the attempt to railroad the budget through "The decisive point appears to me to be
When Darrell Figgis and Erskine Childers with only two hours' debate and the  whether there is any prospect of coming
arrived in Hamburg to purchase arms for Minister being given the final word, was  to an understanding with England or
the Irish Volunteers with the funds raised a "castration of Parliament” "almost whether we must prepare ourselves for a
by Casement's London committee, theywithout precedent in parliamentary  fight to the life and death. In the latter
were confronted by an extreme reluctancehistory"! (Reichstagsprotokollez April case, | would recommend meeting Irish

. wishes, assuming of course that there
to sell them weapons. As Figgis recalled: 1916, p. 919). really are Irishmegn prepared to help us"

"Later | learned the cause of their . » _ (ibid. p. 25).
reluctance. | little thought when I learned ~ Atatime when British Labour was still

it how strangely | should afterwards @ small grouping trailing the Liberals, the ~ AsWolfshows, when Casementarrived
remember it, when the whole world was SPD was already the largest party in thein Berlin in October, and told them of the
at war. For, a few weeks before this, Reichstag. The military budget was the assassination plot against him organised
Carson had run his rifles at Larne, and centrepiece of debate each year and thi®y British Foreign Office officials (the
these rifles had been boughtin Hamburg. ¢ ntinyed in dramatic form during the famous Finlay Affair], Undersecretary von
Germany, | was told, believed that Britain llowing G 's decl - f Jagow, in a secret report to Zimmermann
was looking for a cause of war, and the War. Following ermany’s dec ar.atlon 0 gow, : P . .
support for Austria over the Bosnian Serb expressed his barely-concealed incredulity

German government had therefore S ) .
warned all firms that they must under no assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, thethat British gentlemen could contemplate

circumstances sell arms to Ireland. Tsar mobilised his vast army, confident of such a dishonourable thing! In this own
Another affair such as Larne, with its Anglo-French intervention on the basis of diary, Casement constantly recounts
noise and alarm, might bring serio.us his 1907 Treaty with England. Having meeting with upper class Germans pining
consequencesthatGermanywasanX|ou§)pposedmi“tarism--uptothe endofJuly for a reconciliation with their beloved

:]tq):\[/)irft(.)lahlsd?g#;ﬁrgterggﬂﬁdévxgstxéd 1914, and threatened a General StrikeEngland, noting of Count zu Leiningen:
months before the Europeén war. | Should German action precipitate a con- "He is most unhappy—he would really

thought it fantastic then, though | soon flict, on 4th August the SPD Reichstag  prefer to be in England! | can see that. He
had cause to know that the fear was party changed course and, in the face of doesnot sympathise in his heart with
genuine” Recollections of the Irish War, the Russian mobilisation, voted unan- Germany—or shall | say, his true feeling
London 1927). imously for the War Credits, its spokes- S With England and he wants only peace
. . between them" (Mitchell, p. 105).
. . . man, Hugo Kraas, declarintyve will not
Thed I[]'Sh nﬁ?ouatgrhs hultlmately gch]t desert our fatherland in its moment of  The blindness of this love, Casement
. . _ was not an outbreak téGerman militar ~ from understanding British policy or
Ireland, but the incident is telling. ism", which the SPD would have behaviour. Of the German ruling class he
The Entente strategy of 1914 foresaWprevented, but a defensive response to avrote:

the forses of ngrlsm—what Lonfjon long planned assault on Germany now "The more | see of the 'governing
called "the Russian steamroller'—

. being actioned through Russia. classes' in Germany the less highly |
crushing Germany from the East and o estimate their intelligence. They are 'not
disabling it in confronting the Anglo- Even after Britain declared war on in it with the English—that is certain...

French-Belgian forces mobilised in the Germany, Bethmann-Hollweg clung to | do not think the German Govt. has any



soul for great enterprises—it lacks the 20th November was largely as worded by =~ The small, actual revolutionary 'anti-
divine spark of imagination that has him. Casement's message to the Germanwar' group that emerged in 1914-15, the
ereled o precy. T eoble —repeatd by himd auseam ricles  Spartakus Group, Included . feu
have complete freedom and equality at N The Continental Timend in meetings  prominent SPD members, notably Karl
sea, will not take the necessary steps inW't_h officials—seemed flnal_ly to have Liebknecht, a Reichstag member and
the direction needed beyond mere ship-paid off. In December he metwith Bethmann famous campaigning lawyer, and Rosa
building. That is an essential but other -Hollweg himself, who welcomed him Luxemburg, a leading SPD Marxist
things, too, are needed to free the seasvarmly and wished himwellin his endeav- politician and newspaper editor. But
besides ships—just as other things areqyrs, Following a new tone of realismin a contrary to what Lenin proposed, Sparta-
gﬁ‘iﬂgdn?cg‘gs'ﬂig;e_ms'h'izg('jagrda;ip_pl'esspeechin December, Casementwrdte: kus did not engage in the clandestine
Germany thinks to do it by ships alone, Is a fine speech—but too late. He recog organisation of a revolution, butllnstead in
without brains and resolute, far-seeing NiSe€snow, after the event, that England the propaganda ofrevolutionary
purpose. Afixed, unchanging Irish policy made the warl(Mitchell, p. 109). defeatism;' advocating a collapse of the
is essential to freedom at sea of every German war effort. In a well known
power competing with England. Thatis ~ The Germans met their commitments jeaflet, Our main enemy is in our own
the first rule to master... to Ireland following theDeclaration. In  country! Liebknecht exclaimed:

I gotabettenmpressmn ofthe German arranging the arms shipment in 1916 in ) .
et Tor the Colomas b than Support of the Rising, the Germans, as  t el PRnON o0 EEaREE e
from any of them. He confessed, too, that Devgy Iatgr staf[ed,. met Irish demands the German war party, German secret
they hadall been deceived by English prec.lsgly, including in terms o_f arms and diplomacy. The task for the German
'nice manners' and 'hearty hospitality' the timing of the rebellion, arfdid every people is to fight this enemy in our own
and cited his own reception in Nigeria thing we asked(quoted by Wolf, p. 44). country, by political struggle, working
many years ago and the speeches ofFollowing the Rising and Casement's together with the proletariat of the other

goodwill and ¢ousinship' exchanged— execution, German connections continued ~ countries, who are also fighting their
or professed by the Br[itish] officials. I \yith Devoy and Clan na Gael, despite own native imperialists'ffer Hauptfeind

assured him thatwas all partofthe game— i ica's “declaration of war, and the St iM eigenen LandWay 1915)
and said it would have paid Germany '

well to have engaged a few Irishmen as military on occasion considered sending  This was part of the context of Lieb-
guides to the British character in inter- 8gents to Ireland. Interestingly, as Wolf knecht's denunciation of Casement and
national affairs! An Irish Imperial records,inJune 1918, as Sinn Féinleadershe Irish Brigade, and his betrayal of Irish
Chancellor would not have let John Bull were being rounded up in Ireland and Irish plans by brandishing a copy of Casement's
wall up the German ‘Michael’ as we now organisations were being suppressed orsecret agreement with Zimmermann on
see him" (Mitchell, pp. 111-3). the basis of an actually fabricat@erman  the Brigade in the Reichstag. The other
The same German reticence rooted inPlOt"' the German Navy did propose re- part was the rejection of Irish national
L ; - "'connecting with the Volunteersin Ireland. rights embodied in his depiction of
this misplaced awe.ofthe English cpntnb— But General Ludendorff vetoed the Casement as théEnglish traitor" and
uted to the messiness surrounding theyoposal, voicing his strongpolitical  members of the Irish Brigade &nglish
creation of the Irish Brigade, as Karin rgqeryations: soldiers"engaged ititreasonable service

Wolfrevealed. The Foreign Office dragged . , . : i
its heels on the proposal, von Jagow We must avoid any steps taken by against their own country”To the

ising that th hol ’ astould our side that would compromise the Irish "internationalist” Liebknecht, a national
agonising that the whaole projetvout movement in the eyes of neutrals, revolution was an aberration and Irish
seem questionable under international - America and especially England" (Wolf Repyblican revolutionaries like Casement
law", but ultimately relented as from a  p. 58). : .

. . . and, if he had known of him, Connolly,

German point of view at led$twould be mere"English traitors” To him, as he

enough thatthe willingness of Irish prison "| NTERNATIONALISTS " AND |RELAND :
: . . made clear to the Reichstag, the same
ers to fight at our side against England  As the World War relentlessly ground ; ' "
. applied to England'$sMohammedan
became known(Wold, 1934). Although  on, the number of SPD Reichstag members_ | . . .
: Subjects in India and elsewhere who were
Devoy and Casement pressed from therefusing to vote for the war budget, and | _. "~ : :
, . being"press gangedto fight againstthe
very start of the war for a German 'Declar- being expelled from the party, gradually - "
o ) . . ) state to which they belong
ation' supporting Irish Independence, it grew. These finally formed themselves
was to take nearly four months to achieve.into the"Independent SPD{USPD) in This conformed with the thinking of
As Casement wrote in his diary, Dr. Solf 1917.Butitwould be inaccurate to describe Rosa Luxemburg, the other German inter-
confided to him that the 'Declaration’ was this as a split between "pro" and "anti"- nationalist revolutionary often cited.
an "entirely new departure in German war factions, for what distinguished the Before moving to Germany in the 1890s
foreign policy"as Germany had never Independents from the majority SPD was Luxemburg had been active in Poland,
before contemplatethnything thatimp  not any proposal for a revolutionary class which had been split since the 1790s into
lied a desire to meddle in the ‘internal war, butthe terms on which the war might provinces of Austria, Russiaand Germany.
affairs of another country'...(Mitchell, be brought to an end. The two wings She vehemently opposed the Polish
p. 114). divided over whether to accept US Presi- Socialist Party's (PSP) programme for the
dent Wilson'$14 Points'war platformas  re-establishment of anindependent Polish
By the end of 1914 it was clear that really being the peace formula the nation state on the basis that nation states
Britain, as Bernstorff had put it, was Presidentpurportedthemtobe. The USPDand "national self-determinationivere
resolved'on afight to the life and death” fell into the Wilson trap, accepting the obsolete concepts outside of a socialist
and Germany committed to the Irish causeliquidation of the German state as a pre-revolution, and that Polish socialists inthe
on the terms Casement sought. Therequisite for peace, and thus laid the basiRussian area of Poland (which included
‘Declaration’ on Irish Independence of forthe subsequentrise of German fascismWarsaw) should make common cause with
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Russian radicals in seeking to transformBolshevik Russia. Liebknechtand Luxe Volume Two of Roger Casement's
the Russian Empire. burg had as littlgrafor an Irish revolution, . . .

Rejecting the Polish Socialist Party as such as proposed and practically organi eg nmeAgamst Europe, fe"’?“%“”g unknoyvn
"nationalist”, she supported instead the by Casementand Connolly, as they did orand unpublished articles, is in preparation.
"internationalist’, but in fact Russia- Pilsudski's socialist movementand its fight Roger Casement: The Crime Against Europe.
oriented, "Social Democracy of the for Polish Independence. ;’V”h The Crime Against Ireland

. : . . . . ntroduction by B. Clifford. 184pp. £15
Kingdom of Poland and Lithuania” Liebknecht's statements in the ReiclS-roger Casement: A Reassessment Of The
(SDKPIL). This grouping was eventually tag on 7th April 1916 betray the absolute Diaries Controversies by Mairead Wilson.
absorbed by the Russian socialist move-antagonism in World War One betwegn _32pp, €6, £5 .
ment (though it later re-emerged as thethe resolutely anti-national position Thcehc];.osf;‘eg‘gDmy&"%’;‘anm'byBr endan
"Communist Party of Poland"), while the European Marxist internationalism Traftor_patr‘iﬁ;s In The Great War:
PSP went on under the leadership of Joseposition fundamental to thatinter-

Casement & Masaryk by Brendan Clifford.
Pilsudski to assert an independent Polishnationalism“—and the pro-German lIris

=

S6pp. €6, £5

nation state, firstin alliance with Germany Republican socialism of Casement apdPostfree from
and the Central Powers and then, afterConnolly. The internationalist 'left wap  Nttps:/www.atholbooks-sales.org
their defeatin the war, with France, againsttheir committed enemy. athol-st@atholbooks.org

Ms Donnelly’s Judicial Activism

TheSunday Independeatlitorialised  rule of law and respect for human rights But that instrument was blunted and made
(18.3.18) on the decision by High Court was in very short supply by the sameineffective for its original purpose by the
Judge Aileen Donnelly to refuse an European statesthatnowlaudthese value&uropean Liberals led by Pat Cox nearly
extradition request from Poland in respect 20 years ago.
of a Polish national living in Ireland who Judge Donnelly's decision is based on
isaccused of drug dealing. Instead she hagn assumption that national rights in this  The Council of Ministers now dominate
referred the European Arrest Warrant area should be subsumed under the valueand this had led to a version of what we
request to the ECJ for a view on whether outlined in Article 2 of the Treaty. But have come to know and love gmWwer
the Polish judiciary were fit to judge the such values have to be, and can only besharing’,in that the national divisions are
case. The editorial said: exercised in a context and not as abstractaccepted as the only reality and of course

"At the heart of the decision is the very 10ns. And the contextmustbdemostiat  that confirms those divisions as anybody
future of the EU in the form of a union of accepts these values. And without acan see itdoesin N.Ireland. The divisions
countries 'founded on the values of respectrelevantdemosthey remain abstractions remain vertical along national lines.

for human dignity, freedom, democracy, and impositions insofar as they are acted

ﬁq”a“ty'. the rule of law and respect for Nation states exist to assert themselves

uman rights', as outlined in Article 2 of .
the establishing Treaty." or they are nothing—or they soon become
o ) ] But a Europeardemosdoes not yet nothing. This is done individually by the

Thisis afair assessment of the issues ayis  The people associated with thisUK, or collectively by theliberal EU
stake. magazine have supported the Europeastates acting against those deemed to
project for about 50 years and everytransgress their values. Thatis now being
realistic effort to promote it. This was a manifested by the pressure being exerted
X . new experiment in European politics andby liberal Europe against Poland and other
pertinent to the case at hand and a myriad 55 ajways likely to take as long to member-states.
others involving the EU at the present .o, 4 necessatgmoss it did to create
tlme‘—the value of nat|0|l"|r_:1l rights. And 5y ofthe national democracies of Europe.  But Poland and the accused states have
the ‘very future of the EUis indeed at  gaing 5 unique effort, it needed a uniqueevery confidence that they are as European
stake on how that value is handled. instrument and the Commission was thatas their liberal accusers. These states are

instrument. acting with a democratic mandate to
enforce popular values on a judiciary that

The problem is that there is one value
missing from this list which is most

But how will the EU be able handle  Its purpose was to initiate policies, . . .
such a value when its very existence ispractical proposals and laws that made> out of kilter with the society.
made invisible, indeed is non-existent for sense right across Member States and There is every indication that the
it? How can any problem be dealt with if were based on a consensus of needEuro ean Liberal); will continue on an
its very existence is denied? The EU laboriously established across the Member pe: .
includes the mostlong established nationsStates. It was theommunitairemethod. |deo!og|cal crusadel—one which may we!l
and nation states inthe world. The creationThat was a realistic means to create é’of‘“”“e. the wrecking they succegdgd n
of, and relations between, these nations isdemos. Insofar as it created divisions,dom.g with the”Europe_ap ComCm|SS|on.
the history of Europe and quite a lot of an they were horizontal divisions encom- f]téfgi?:z iaiﬂgehéggé/i%?;at ox asa
unwilling world "where respectforhuman passing Member States and the vertical, '

dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the national, divisions were thereby mediated. Jack Lane



and what President George Bush Jnr calledormand's hairstyle looked as if she had
"The Coalition of the Willing"Of the six  put her head out in a storm—nbut then she
children she has with estranged husbandioes that American thing callédooky"”
eS ah O ra Brad Pitt; three have come from the so well. How one pines for the days of
following countries—Cambodia, Vietham Bogart and Bacall, Taylor and Burton,
and Ethiopia—the other three are their beautifulgunas jewels, hair and make-

"They thought they had buried us. biological children. up, smoking, rascals and just the sheer
What they did not realise was that we The English actress Gemma Arterton gorgeousness of a famed place that was as
were seeds." came with two women in their 80s, Eileen mythical as it was illusory.

An old Mexican proverb quoted by pylien and Gwen Davis, whiwere
Monica Lewinsky. jnyolved in the equal pay protestsatFord's  The female “stars” in particular, who
"Mistrust all in whom the desire to Dagenham East London plant 50 years are surrounded by their PR and legal teams,
punish is imperative." agoin 1968!'Andrea Riseborough's guest are now out teshow solidarity but only
was Phill Opoku-Gyimah who co-founded because they have collaborated and have
"UK Black Pride in 2005 to showcase been seen to collaborate with the reviled
black gay culture in Britain"Beat that— Harvey Weinstein and his ilk and they
THE PoLTics oF HYPOCRISY sisters who only dressed in black! The were a lot of them because that kind of
(CONTINUED) BAFTA organisers said that they did not power, that money, attracts predators. A
In last month'srish Political Reviewl request their attendees to wear black butot of male actors have gone into purdah
wrote about the newiMe TocandTime's  accepted "that a letter was circulated inbecause they are so afraid of getting target
Up feminist movements, showing how advance from "a collective of UK-based ed themselves. | felt very disheartened to
they began as the voices of two relatively female filmandtelevisionindustry leaders hear that last year's best actor Casey
unknown Hollywood actresses, Rose Who stated:"We feel it is important to  Affleck (brother of the mighty Ben) dare
McGowan and Alyssa Milano and how Mmake a statement to show global not turn up this year to give the award as

GOETHE.

FEMINISM AND

'the star system' quickly took over the Solidarity"..."” is customary for best actor because of
show, with it becoming theehicle for It is unclear who thigollectiveis, but  rumours floating around that he has been
Hollywood women'stars"in particular, ~ Polishing halos has surely a nice feel- sexually inappropriate with unnamed
highlighting their"virtue signalling |  good factor—yeah? women.

have thought this through and now find
that the speed of the up-take on this issue The only downer—boo—was that the  In our sister magazin&hurch and

is not what it seems. Watching the Pregnant Duchess of Cambridge chooseStateFirst Quarter, 2018, No. 131, Cathy
BAFTAS on the 18th February 2018, | to wear dark green but, as thail went  Winch wrote a superb introduction to a
saw that the womeistars"al wore black ~ ©On to state, thait is tradition among the  translation ofOpen Letter from Catherine
(it now transpires that they did get a memoroyal family to avoid anything that could Deneuve and Otherthat was published
from a group urging them to show be construed as a political statement, butin Le Mondedth January 2018. That letter
"solidarity”, more of which later) and there had been speculation Kate couldwas signed by over a 100 women from all
because my article went to press beforevear a patterned black gown to demon-walks of life and was co-written by five
further information appeared in the Strate she backed the movement, but alsé-rench women: Sarah Chiche, writer/
following day's papers—I am only now respected royal protocal"What tosh!  psychoanalyst, Catherine Millet, author/
able to tell the full story. Thiish Daily ~ Only a few days ago the most popular artcritic, Catherine Robbe-Grillet, actress/
Mail, 19th February 2018, had as its foyal, Prince Harry—an ex-Officer writer, Peggy Sastre, author/journalistand
heading: "Latest A-list red carpet himself—said somethingtothe effectthat Abnousse Shalmani, writer/journalist.
accessory—an activist!" soldiers needed more tribute and eom What troubled Winch and Deneuve and
And indeed nearly all the A-listers Munity support and there were no howlsthe others was the continuous flow of
arrived with theirplus one—usually ~ ©f outrage from th®aily Mail and others  name calling, the silencing of men who
activists unknown except in their own saying the Royal Family shouldot  were outed as (alleged) abusers on social

specialist field. Thus, as tiesh Daily ~ interfere in politics. media and then all media outlets and the
Mail summed up,"emphasising their immediate closing down @y option of

campaigning credentials by arriving with | always loved reading about and then address by these men. Most have fled to
an activist on their arm"Oscar winner Watching the Oscars on my Sky PlannerClinics—Harvey Weinstein is in one in

Angelina Jolie arrived with Loung Ung Puthonestly who could be bothered whensome American State as is Kevin Spacey,
whose memoir formed the basis of her NOW itis all about political point-scoring. others have gone underground and into
film 'First They Killed My Father'about ~ And, asking around my friends, they too— hiding if they haven't the funds available
a girl who suffered the horrors of the all huge film/TV aficionados—likewise  like Weinstein for top clinics. There is
killing fields in Cambodia. Thiswas during boycottedthe ceremony. One of my friends such fear that there can be no doubt that
the Pol Pot era and not the carpet bombingas an app on her i phone which takes ave are witnessing a totalitarian society
by Nixon/Kissinger of Laos, Cambodia Picture of all thegunasand we all metfor  emerge. There is a striking quote from
and Vietnanet al Jolie, who is alsoa UN lunch and went through them and thenWinch:

Goodwill Ambassador, is often seen in decided which was the bestby farandthe  women are notvictims, or defenceless
various Refugee Camps around the g|0beyvorst—op|n|on onthe latterwas deflnltely prey, mere children with adult faces, who
smiling her benedictions on the benighted Unanimous, Frances McDormand, winner  need protection.”

natives who have been bombed by USUK Of bestactress for Three Billboards Outside

Ebbing, Missouri. What the French-woman, Catherine

Deneuve, understood—that so many
It Is Time One of our gay friends said that Mc others have failed to grasp—is the USUK
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Puritanism that has always lurked underAleese lashing the Catholic Church ascase. Latethe Supreme Court refused to
our Western much vaunted sexual libera none other thatan empire of misogyny” hearanappeal. Independent Senator Shane
tion 60s generation of Free Love and all its Butin 2004, after her first stint as PresidentRoss, who signed Dana's nomination
attendant freedoms. Women got the Pill; of Ireland, and her self-proclaimed great papers, said there should have been a
we were orthat train—in the Irish case bridge-building initiative, she wentbehind contest but that the Establishment-pre
literally from Belfast to Dublin! Abortion, doors and gotthe Establishmentto endorseented one.

Divorce, Family Breakdown, Suicide her as the next Presidemiithout an Senator Ross maintained it was unfair
became the new norms and other freedomglection. Yet there was one woman whothat Dana had to secure nomination by
began to force themselves into Rights andreally tried everything, on a minuscule four County Councils or 20 Oireachtas
here is where we are right now. It doesn'tbudget, to go forward and secure a nemin members, while the President merely
feel so good, does it? The agenda-setterstion and that was fellow Northerner Dana nominated herself. Mayo Fine Gael TD
are never the ordinary people really. | Rosemary Scallon. A Cork plumber, Harry Michael Ring, Dublin TD Finian McGrath.
know many women who hate what is Rea, failed in the High Court to get more and Green Party TD Eamon Ryan all
happening but are publicly afraid to say time for Danato seek further endorsementssupported making it easier for a non-party

SO.

for her nomination. Reatold the court that or small party nominee to go forward in a

If the great feminist writer Germaine the denial of his rights to vote meant that Presidential Election. Did McAleese care

Greer can b&lo-Platformed—as was the

the country was under a tyranny. He about women's rights back then when she

Human Rights activist, Maryam Namazie applied for an injunction to suspend the was protecting her political career? Did

—then what hope can we have? Whatmidday deadline for nominations, but Mr she

does this say about Western Universiti

esJustice Paul Butler insisted that he had no Julianne Herlihy ©

where students wilho-platformanyone
they don't agree with or who makes thqg

feel uncomfortable? As the writer Claine

Lehmann statedwhile the stated aim is
to reduce harm, the end result is enforc
ignorance” .

Allowing a studentship the rights to d
such things and giving them thégafe
spacesis not only allowing, but endorsing
adolescent behaviour. There have to
adults here who just say No—otherwi
we are all up the swanee.

Hilary Clinton, on the other hand, wil
never b&o-platformedYet, in my opinion

what she and her powerful feminist friengls

did to a young woman—I| mean Monig
Lewinsky of course—was of such snarlir
menace that it really deserves utter-cq
demnation. Clinton called the younginte
"a narcissistic looney tunesis she stoog
by her husband President Bill Clinto
and, as theemark was recordedin the
private diary of her friend Diane Blair, sh
couldn't disown it, saying in 20141 am
not gonna comment on what | did or d
not say back in the late 90's."

Butthen Hilary was all for condemnin
the women who ran into Bill Clinton
calling themen masse'bimbo erup -
tions". (Looking up my Chamberj
Dictionary,"bimbo"is cited ascontempt-
uous"for awomarfespecially one who is
young and physically very attractive b
dim, naive or superficial; a youngster"
On 1st March 2018, th@uardian in an
article on Monica Lewinsky's calling ou
of President Clinton's abuse of powe
stated:

"Prominent feminists, all of theni

Democrat supporters," dismissg
Lewinsky "as apiece of junk sex."

Nearer to home, recently we had t

m

GFA RIP?

Is the Good Friday Agreement dead? masterly strategy to draw the devil away

It has certainly been successfully nulli  from his wicked ways and his carnal desires
fied by the DUP at Westminster. so that he might even embrace Heaven.
'be The devil was to be brought into God's
Lo When the Agreement was signed 20 House and be treated with an element of

years ago there were two unionist respon respect so that he would forget his yearn
ses to it. The then majority of unionists ings for another place.
represented by the Ulster Unionist Party  Although Paisley was got rid of by his
of David Trimble reluctantly signed up to former acolytes after conceiving such a
it and attempted to obstruct its operationradical plan, his successor, Peter Robinson,
from within. The then minority of unionists initially embraced it and gave it its fullest
represented by the Rev. lan Paisley didexpressionin his famous/infamous Castle
not sign up to it and attempted to destroyreagh Speech of 2013.
it from within. An element of the first
group of unionists who were not happy But, by then, unionism had become
with the terms of the Agreement acted asunsettled by some mortal blows in the
a kind of hand-brake on it within the communal battle. The 2011 Census result
majority group before deciding the game revealed an impending Catholic majority
was up and joining the second group in—and the restriction on flying Union Flag
outright hostility. Chief amongst them struck atunionist symbolismin the former
was the current leader of the DUP, Arlenecitadel of City Hall, which had become
Foster. overrun by Fenians as the Protestants

Over the course of the operation of the retreated to its hinterlands.

Agreement the minority unionist group  And so Robinson sounded the retreat
replaced the majority group and decidedfrom the Paisley strategy and things began
to operate the Agreementwith the elementgathering momentum in the other direc
in nationalism that they detested most—tion. Notfeeding the crocodilesecame
which had been the minority party, but the mantraof unionism, instead of fattening
which had become the majority party after them for contentment, as Robinson gave
the original majority had bungled the way to the UUP deserter, Arlene Foster.
Paradise of their own making.

The DUP did a deal with the devil, However, another blow was in store for
despite the devil's refusal to repent orunionism. Atthe start of 2017 the political
wear sack cloth and ashes in repentancenajority that it had held over the national
for his past sins. And the pact with the ists in the territory of its choosing—the
d devil proved much more fruitful for all Six Counties carved out of the Province of

than the effort of the fallen Angels. Ulster—was smashed by a resurgent Sinn
e Fein, buoyed up by Catholic discontent at
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spectacle of former President Mary M

¢ The Rev. lan Paisley then conceived anot being fed. This made the Agreement



very problematic for the DUP. The historic, from Stormont, where the unionist major it was not to be given back to Sinn Fein.
inbuilt majority that unionism had used to ity had been nullified, to Westminster,
frustrate nationalist advance could nowhere they were now omnipotent. The  The success ofthe McGuinness/Paisley
longer be relied upon to do the job in the parliamentary arithmetic made them feel period of government at Stormont-un
future. The goal posts needed moving. as powerful as John Redmond had felt afortunately had the effect of enabling
century previously as a result of May's London, and Dublin to withdraw from
Atthis pointcame the Brexit Opportun miscalculation. They went to bed with overseeing the Six Counties, to make sure
ity. Brexit unfroze the stalemate in the Theresa while Arlene, not being an MP, the GFA arrangements continued to func-
communal grind by introducing an element froze in the outhouse. tion smoothly. But the Six Counties is a
of flux. It was all to play for again after the garden that quickly gets overgrown with
last offensive had become bogged down Speaking of the outhouse—In the weedsifitdoes notreceive careful tending.
in the mud. N _ . negotigtionst_o restore Stormont, itappears  grexit has made the Good Friday
The new British Prime Minister, flatter  that Sinn Fein gave most_o_f the ground 4.-ommodation problematic in a number
ed _at t_)elng portrayed as Iron Lady I, andand_seemed the most desmng_ of the two ways. As usual, instability in England
believing she could enhance her predecesparties for a new accommodation. Fostery, o< had detrimental effects in Ireland.
sor's small majority, decided on a snapherself seems to have been at least favour
election, whilstthe Labour Party wastear able to an accommodation, with some - Y
ing itself asunder. This was despite an Actallowance for an Irish Language measure,"ePublican criticism of the Agreement and
of Parliament recently passed by her partyand gave reason to believe a deal wag damsovertheyears, the dissidents have
in coalition with the Liberals, establishing done. But the new axis of power—the hadlittle tosay attheirmoment of destiny.
5-year set terms. The fundamentals ofstrong DUP presence in the House of BUt surely, if Good Friday is dead, they
British politics proved too strong for the Commons—seems to have decided thatVere rightall along and they are suddenly
mere constitutional reform of fixed-term  the frolics around the outhouse were now Pack in business? Perhaps they were not

Surprisingly, after all the dissident

elections. The old Constitution was inconsequential, compared with the wal
restored by the Government, and Maying of the corridors of power during the
exercised her Prerogative Power in goingNation's moment of destiny. The power

to the country.

But the election proved a disaster f@t

Prime Minister May. Labour, which wa

to be humiliated, was made more cohesive
in the election campaign, and its leadef's

position was enhanced both in his pa
andinthe country. And May found hersg
with no overall majority and dependent @
the DUP to obtain the require
parliamentary arithmetic to govern. Sh
negotiated a Confidence and Supp

agreement with the DUP to support her

Governmentduring the Brexit negotiatior]
—which have proved to be negotiatior

within the Conservative Party rather than

with the EU.

The newly enhanced position of th
DUP MPs has had an effect within th

DUP. Foster, who was wounded by her
incompetent handling of the Renewabje

Heat Initiative scheme, has joined th
British Prime Minister, as a leader wh
remains on sufferance.

When Foster became leader ofthe DU
this was an unexpected turn of events
was generally thought that Nigel Dodd
would follow Robinson. But, once Foste
threw her hat in the ring and availed of t
currentfashion for having leaders witho
testicles, Dodds decided the game was
worththe candle. He held fire, withdrawin
from the contest, and laid low for anothg
time.

Dodds, being the leader of the phala
of DUP MPs, found himself at the axis g
the new power. It was already in th

k all they seemed to be?
We shall see. We live in interesting
times.

lies in Westminster and even a little bit of Pat Walsh

Book review. 'One Party Dominance. Fianna Fail & Irish Politics 1926-20t$'Sean
McGraw, Eoin O'Malley. Published by Routledge, 2018.

If
n . e
y Fianna Failing !

E/ This book costs £115, 0130, and Fianna Fail succeeded becalB&anna

- consists of 197 pages of material that hasFail out-manoeuvred Fine Gael through
“Sbeen published already imish Political its use of symbolism, rhetoric, leadership
Studiedast year. Itis a book by academics to cement its nationalist credentia(g:2).

on the subject of Fianna Fail, about other Clever PR did itt AndOnce in power
academics' views on the subject, and clearlyreimagined the Irish state without actually
for academics in that field, and | would changing it fundamentally(p.3). Ignore
reckon its market will be strictly— abolition of the Oath of Allegiance and all
e hopefully—confined to them. If the words Oaths, the new Constitution, getting the
| - suchambiguity, pragmatism ‘centristwere  Ports back, industrialisation, winning an
[ banned, it could not have been written. It is economic war launched by Britain, saving
a useless book to understand its subject. the country from the world wide depres-
sion, defeating the attempt at a Fascist

It reminded me of an encounter some .
. . takeover, the Presidency of the League of
years ago with one the academics often -
Nations, etc. etc.

P.quoted in the book, Professor Brian Girvin.
[tBrian was planning to do a study of the
S origins of Fianna Fail and, to assist him, |
I suggested that | could introduce him to
€some people who actually founded the
It party. He looked at me with a mixture of
NOBurprise and pity with a remark to the
0 effectwhat couldhey possibly know about
El it?' It made me realise that academia an

political practice operate on different
]Xplanets and this book and many,
f others amply confirm that.

S

)

e
D

"Studies that have attempted to explain
the Treaty split in 1922 have failed to
explain any significant variables, includ
ing poverty, emigration, land agitation or
rural/urban divide, as important. Personal
loyalties rather than systemic or cleavage
cjjifferences seem more relevantin explain

ng the sides in the civil wafP. 4.). The
"Treaty debate could not, or should not
MaYhave been about th@ reaty at all! It
seems all were operating a false conscious-
ness in those meaningless debates and

e The first chapter is titletFianna Fail:

interest of the DUP that power move away the glue of ambiguityand sets the tone. conflicts about it!
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In other words thestudiesdo not have we are in the real world with him. He 'Treatyvote and told him so when writing
aclue astowhat thereaty was aboutand obviously considers it very important as her book. But disparaging de Valera is
therefore they could not have a clue ashe launched the book, issued a long pressbligatory when aligning oneself with our

why Fianna Fail was formed.
Irish Times (17.2.2018).

De Valera, we are told, was successful He claimed that:

becauséhe used imprisonment to build a
myth about him{p. 6). He also hatthe
aura of an electoral geniugp.6). Not the
reality of an electoral genius who was
Head of Government on 11 occasions and
twice as President. But this was just an
auraof electoral success!

two of our foremost political scientists
with contributions from a mixture of well-

the interpretation most resistant t
acknowledging contrary evidence—th

statement about it, and did a review for the"foremostpolitical scientists!

Martin is a party leader in the mould of

"This excellent collection, edited by Tony Blair and David Cameron in that

, they do not really like the parties they
lead—they are there to be managed. And

established and new academic voices ...iSyhere aréheynow? They were replaced
especially impressive intaking on perhaps

by people who clearly do like their parties.

° It's a big advantage for any party leader.

e

idea that everything can be explained by Martin should try it sometime.

"At its core, Fianna Fail was deeply
committed to maintaining the Treaty
division" (p. 10) And there was poor me

using the two short words ‘civil' and ‘war

Don't mention the war is Martin's

believing the party wanted to getrid of the message. The impression created is that

so-called Treaty and the divisions it the party has always been trying get a
created and went into the Dail to do so andfrom its origins and that its success al

thereby prevent the Government of theradical policies were in some way at

day maintaining and exacerbating the variance with itscivil war' position. This

divisions. is saying it was successful despite its¢
. . o e The opposite is the case. Fianna Failin
Of the original aims identified in the heyday was proud of being a party of t

first Coru,(Corjstlftuthn) one could . ‘civilwar'. Itwas the party that had alwa
reasonably say itfailed in all seven goals” j\cisted on the achievement of full nation

(p12). De Valera "Maintained an illusion independence as the top priority by a
of neutrality"in WWII (p.15), antoverall,
the effects of Fianna Fail's protectionist nothing. And that was the reason that
policies hindered rather than helped Ir_ish had the spirit, courage and the motivatid
economic growth’(p.15). We are in -y, aqopt radical social and econom
parallel universes here. policies as and when necessary—be th

A result for our author is théthe form  left, right or centre or even if they defie

and every means. It was that or it wg

Jack Lane

Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback-

Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Letter sent to Irish Times on 5th

q March but not published

Between You And Me
. And Harold McGee!

its
e Harry McGee is a political corres-

s pondent for thdrish Independenand a

b1 native of Galway who writes also for the
Connacht Trubune

s As | only get email copies of the Irish

it Times and never see the Connacht Tribune

bn his work never came to my notice until

¢ March 1 a mere for days ago.

ey He was writing about political spin

H and a spat between Fine Gael and one or

of the Irish Party System is one of the any definition at all. They were all for & both of the other Dublin establishment

enduring puzzles of Irish politics and as a greater purpose thanany particular polig
result, an ongoing puzzle for comparative And the Party eventually won thevil
political scientists” (p.3). Sucha puzzleis war' by getting rid of the humiliations of
strictly in the eye of the beholder.
pendence in WWII.

All this is supposed to explain that a  But for Martin this is not the case an
political party, which effectively achieved "Many of the contributors to this boo
nothing, encouraged divisions in the show ways in which there is a much mo

country, and was an obvious failure in complex and evolving reality to be seer|.

everything ittouched, nonetheless remain-Again, thiscomplexityls in the eye of the
ed the dominant party for about 80 years.beholder. Elections are not won on th
In this scenario the regbuzzlé is not  basis of &complex and evolving reality"
Fhlanna Fail b_utthe ele(_:tolrathe thalt allowed But to the Fianna Fail leader the par
them to continue to exist! That electorate was successful, despite its origin. And

must have been one of the dumbest in thecourse there has to be a bit of mandatc
world—to put it a mildly as possible—to sniping at de Valera. He tells us th
vote for such wasters and chancers decadﬁborothy McArdle's. .. influential history

after decade. of the republican cause was subject

The authors show their disconnectwith .,y manipulations by Eamon de Valera
their subject in not even contemplating | wonder what these were? Mr. Marti

that this is an obvious question that would j,os ot say and | doubt if he knows, as

occur to_ anyone outside academia Whopublished a book on theivil war' a few
reads this book—and needs to be answer;

the Treaty and establishing real inde}

y.parties.
For some reason he wrote—

"Many years ago the Republican move-
ment decided it would bypass the
Traditional media in getting its message.
It went for the modh direach, firstly with
the establishment of a propaganda news-

e paper, An Phoblacht/ Republican News "

| can imagine the shock horror of citi-
zens, used to objective and honest reporting
e andinformed comment from disinterested

writers who expect no remuneration,

promotion or office for their efforts, nor
Y syndication in the organs of other powers
bf hor decorations from alien princes.
'Y As it happens I've been reading the
Al |rish Timessince Douglas Gageby earned
it a place in the homes of citizens who had
[0 no reservations about their citizenship and
those who made that status possible.But
1\ for nearly twenty years previously | fre-
hQ]uentIy read thdrish Press The Irish
IndependentEvening Herald Evening

o ) years ago, 'Freedom to Chogs$e'which
ed. What they say is simply verbiage onj,s saiq that he did not consult de Valer
every issue they tackle. But paper never

refused ink and | will not waste more ink

" ‘civil war' that ignores de Valera!
on it.

Mail, and later the Sunday Premsd the
SEvening PressAnd | listened to the BBC

papers when writing it. A book on the¢ most days.

The party political preferences of those

| doubt he has done so since. McArd|e paperswere apparent but not often hiftee

But what the authors say is not aswas not the type of person to be manipu-BBC was notgenerally offensive. Its News

important as what the current leader of lated by anyone and she did disagreedannouncers had the air of Victorian school-
Fianna Fail says about they say. At leastwith de Valera leaving the Dail after the masters who had the onus of flogging



children for their own good, when they when | read Professor Diarmaid Ferritef's  To this point, a quick online search
recorded the mass hangings of Kikuyu athistorically skewed article on the virtugs turns up avideo froma 2012 sessioninthe
Thompson Falls, or the bombing of of the Royal Irish Constabulary in thp Dail, in which Adams and former Taoi-
Alexandria and Port Said. One couldn’t Irish Times. seach Enda Kenny engage in a back and
help feeling sorry for those shouldering  They were feelings of disgust rathg¢r forth exchange, completely in Irish. In the
The White Man's Burden amongstungrate-than surprise, because the article wasclip, which lasts nearly ten minutes, Kenny
ful natives. typical of most of the Irish media thede commends Adams for his introduction of
| also, occasionally read Sinn Fein's past four decades. Irishinto the debate, before lightheartedly
United Irishman and laterRepublican Your paper has published in IRite | noting that, while he agreed with his choice
Newsand An Phoblacht | didn't share and Reasontolumn the falsehood that of language, he wasn't so sure about his
every opinion published in them, but I Daniel O'Connell had never shot a mgn.opinion on the matter at hand.
never detected a deliberate falsehood nofrish schoolboys of my generation knefv ~ This scene presents a stark contrast to
an opinion not honestly held. And | apprec- that he shot a Mr d'Esterre dead in a dlieDudley Edwards' unfounded claims that
iated that they were part of an honourablein Co. Kildare in 1815 and that in the sanpe Kenny's superior level of Irish had all but
tradition going back through Connolly, year he had been arrested on the way tenuffed out Adams' attempts at its use
Griffith, John Mitchel, Thomas Davis, Ostend to duel with Sir Robert Peel who since his move to the Dail in 2011.
and theNorthern Stain the days of Wolfe  had challenge him.The falsehood was
Tone. [don’'tthink any one of them earned uttered by Father Seamus Murphy SJ} a Furthermore, she erroneously claims
a living from their endeavours. Professor of Philosophy. that Kenny and his colleagues 'the
Imagine my feelings on the 3rd March Donal Kennedy | south” interpret the use of Irish as a
"discourteous'attempt td'put non-Irish-
speakers at a disadvantageivhich
eventually resulted in Adams reserving
his use of Irish for the Sinn Féin ‘faithful'.
A response to an article inthe  Belfast Telegraph (19 February) by Ruth Dudley Though, again, this assessment doesn't
Edwards stack up factually.
Surely Dudley Edwards recalls the 2015
instance in which Kenny, not Adams, was

Don't Curry The Yoghurt* accused by TD Mick Wallace of inten-

—learn the Irish language and beat cultural sectarianism  tionally embarrassing him by refusing to
speak English during a session for Leaders'

Some years ago, | read aboutananony- Yet, unlike that reporter, Dudley Questions? Kenny defiantly answered the
mous former participant of the Blanket Edwards' apparent lack of proficiency in claim of the bewildered Wallace by
Protest who recalled a visit from an RTE Irish embraced a number of head-scratchingreminding his colleague théthis is our
Irish language reporter. He remarked uponassertions and historical blunders. Takingnational language'before reiterating that
her "terrible elitist attitude toward the the liberty to speak for all Irish speakers he should make use of the available trans-
language"and, in particular, her claim with "southern ears'she quipped about lation headset if he can't comprehend it.
that the brand of Irish which developed in the ugly, harsh sound of the Ulster dialect Yet, | suppose this example was ldis-
the H-Blocks made her shudder. in comparison to the more melodic soundscourteous'or"aggressivebecause itwas

He quickly retorted, of Connacht or Munster. As an lIrish deliveredinwhatshe deems theusical"

"When you hear the Gaelic in here speaker, | don'tthink I've ever come acrosssounds of Kenny's Connacht dialect.
you're hearing it as a living language. It's such rubbish from anyone who actually

spoken and evolving in a natural environ- speaks the language regularly, no matter Turning her focus to the Irish-language

ment. Your Gaelic is putina glass cage their location. Community more genera”y’ Dud|ey

as a showpiece. We have a living lang- _ _ Edwards went on to discuss the fact that,
uage. Yours is an artificial thing. For you The bulk of her ire, however, tellingly in the Northern context, those who spent

it's an academic achievement, while for e Y ) ’
usit's something that lives, and that comes\?v%%eszrlsrifhbseh;ezz;\g?].zog O%zrgaoAS;n Stime in prison tend to have a solid working
from our day-to-day situation"”. 10 do a substantial interviewShe further kn_oyvledge ofthe I(_amguage. In many cases,
. . ) U L this is true, especially for those who were
| was reminded of this short anecdote points out his linguistic deficiencies by on the Blanket Protest. Although, one
not long ago as |, for lack of a better term, asserting thatEven Leo Varadkar, who thing should be made cleér Theirerr’1brace
shuddered reading Ruth Dudley Edwards'learned it only recently, speaks it better" of the language was not 'a result of the
take on the politicisation of the language Now, no disrespect to Leo Varadkar, "generosity of the Prison Servicels Ms
in the Belfast TelegraphThe jnherent because whatever his level of Irish may Dudley Edwards states, but rather in spite
elitism of that unnamed RTE reporter be, he has made a laudable effort recently s ie abuses and inﬁumane treatment
from the late 1970s wafted over the wordsto bring about an awareness of the language, \ yred by many on a daily basis
of Dudley Edwards' column like the as an inclusive rather than exclusive '
curried yoghurthat her headline warned medium. That being said, anyone with  Though perhaps her mostcurious claim
us against. even a passing interest in the language igs that, in terms of IrisHthose we might
aware that Adams can, and indeed hasgall the civilians tend to have the leadf*
*Anallusion to DUP MLA Gregory Campbell's done a number of interviews in Irish this is the case, are the 6,000 students
sneer at the Irish language in the Northemlanguage media over the years, and is welcurrently enrolled in Irish-Language-
e e St s spesch o e onmen@ie to_hold s own. By comparison, medium schools in Northern Irland ot
Assembly, "Curry my yoghurt can coca Varadkar has given few if any off the cuff counted among those that teight call
coalyer". "substantial interviewsin Irish. civilians"?
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Regardless, Dudley Edwards' framin

g and bring about dialogue where it mightn't views should be placed backin a glass cage

of the language along the antiquated linesotherwise exist. Thisis the sort of historical as a show piece.

of decades gone by is a gross over-framework in which Ervine's work could,

simplification of the Irish-speaking
community today. In the last week o

February, for example, a diverse cast rang-peddled by Dudley Edwards.
ing from drag-queen Ru Paul to actor John

Connors showed their support for th

Though, inanod to her final suggestion
and should, be viewed. Not through theto Gregory Campbell}if he had any

f sortoftit-for-tatlens of cultural superiority imagination’, that he should engage with

rather than dismiss the language, perhaps

In both playing upon long-held tropes of she should brush up on her own Irish and

e elitism and stoking the current flames of start a column with an Irish language

language. But hey, maybe this unlikely discordance, Ms Dudley Edwards has donenews outlet likduarisc.ieor nos.i@ You
duo too has 'sashayed:' its way into the IRAan equal disservice to not only Irish speakersknow, as she says so easily about Camp-
leadership, and is now involved in some in 'the south' but also both communities of bell, just to"give us all a good laugh"

elaborate new republican language schemethe north. Echoing the earlier anecdote, her

Padraig O Mathdna

On a hopeful note, Dudley Edwar+
k

commended Linda Ervine's ongoing wo
in teaching Irish to east Belfast loyalist
remarking that this will hopefully lead tq
their"taking ownership’df the language.
While Ervine's efforts should undoubted|
be commended, it is time that we mo
past this sort of rhetoric to describe h
group. The language, now, belongs to
one. Contrary to what Noel Whelan sa
in a recentrish Timesarticle, it is simply
incapable of being 'weaponisedt's the
native language of this island and it cann
belong to anyone more than anyone el
Has it been politicised in the past
Absolutely. Since the time of the Fenian
and the Young Irelanders before them, t
language has been present in the politi
arena in one form or another. It has al

simultaneously existed outside of that in the culture debate about Redmondism

arena, in everyday interactions.

While combing the archives recently,
came upon a fascinating letter from
Protestant antiquarian, George C Mahon,
the Gaelic scholar and militant nationali
founder of the Fenian Brotherhood, Jol

O'Mahony. Written in the mid-nineteenth the Barnier Task Force proposeback

century, the majority of the exchange deg
with Mahon's curiosity at the origin of his
surname and other Irish language worg
Yet, in the opening of the message,

addresses the elephant in the room—:|:

counterpart's political activities.

He notes with greatingstthat many
Protestants in Ireland, himself include
fear that the proposed policies of th
Fenians, if successful, would lead to thg
demise. Historically, there is no way d

knowing O'Mahony's response, as tlieend on the last day of 2020. The UK will

return letter has been lost to time. Yet f
years the two men, who had little to nothin
incommon, aside from their interestin th
Irish language and its preservation, ke
up a warm correspondence with o
another. Modern Irish history is littere
with such exchanges, and no, O'Maho
never tried to subversively dupe Mahdg
into becoming a Fenian.

As the example of their unlikely friend
ship conveys, the language has t

" March Brexit Summary

The main Brexitdevelopmentsinrecent by the setback, Michael Gove and Jacob
y weeks—the March summit of the Euro- Rees Mogg have exhorted their followers
€ pean Council and the negotiations leadingto remain focussed on the ultimate prize
eI up to it—have brought more clarity than that will come in 2021.

Noprevious summits to the process, although  The surprise development at the Summit
d uncertainty regarding the UK's eventual was the sudden hardening of support for the
relationship with the Customs Union and UK nits dispute with Russia over the Skripal
Single Market (CU and SM) and how a poisoning. This may have the effect of mak
othard Border in Ireland can be avoided, ing it easier for Theresa May to sell a soft
beremain. Political events consequent of Brexit to her party, but at the time of writing

? election resultsin Germany and Italy were it is too early to assess its implications.

5, also important, as was a change in the
Nestance of the British Labour Party. In
Lalreland Fianna Fail has become openly
B0critical of the Government's strategy and,

DEVELOPMENTS ON THE CONTINENT
AND IN BRITISH LABOUR

Now that Germany finally has a Govern-
ment, Merkel's influence on the Brexit
negotiations has become discernible. A
reference to the official leading Germany's
Brexit team, Peter Ptassek, appeared for
the first time in Open Europe's blog
recently. German influence may have been
rinstrumental in causing the EU's close
i i alignment with the UK regarding Russia.
Isstop in which Northern Ireland would As for German support for Macron's

remain in the Customs Union (CU) and gy reform plans: much depends on the
$-Single Market (SM) and the Border gance of the new Finance Minister, Olaf

ebetween Europe and the UK would run gep); 5 Social Democrat. According to
Isdown the Irish Sea. At the summit, while Derek Scally of thérish Times Scholz is

disagreeing with the wording of the EU «
position, the British accepted the principle
I, of a backstop which would become opera-
e tional if other arrangements to avoid a
ir hard Border could not be agreed.

f  Atransition was also agreed which will

and closeness to Britain, Brexit continues
| to exert a influence.
a
to MARCH SummIT
t  Unable to express the outcome of the
n December summit in a legal document

wary of deficit spending and shares
Merkel's caution towards French euro
reform proposals(IT, 11 March). How-
ever, the same article reports that Scholz
"has blocked any red lines on EU reform
proposals such as banking union and
common deposit insuranteSo, the

Pr leave the EU at the end of March 1919 butjn, hes which Brexit, among other factors,
g will remain in the CU and SM governed 55 given to a deepening of the Eurozone
€ by EU rules for a further 21 months during by the Franco-German engine will now
ptwhich time the it will be free to negotiate o1 fruit more likely than not.
€international trade deals but not signthem.
I A 'good faith clause allows the UK to
lyhave an input into EU decision making
N that impinges on its interests.

The ltalian election results were an
indictment of the neo-liberal path taken
by the EU. Anti-EU and anti-immigrant
sentiment were behind the success of

The agreement on the transition rep- Matteo Salvini's League, which ousted
resents a defeat for the hard Brexiteers,Berlusconi's Forza Italia as the dominant
eseen most clearly in the bitter disappoint- force in the Centre-Right alliance. Similar

capability to build mutual understanding

S ment of the UK fishing industry. Unfazed sentiment was also a factor behind the



success of the 5-Star Movement in the(RTE news). In both statements Fianna
south of Italy. While the results reflect a Fail is functioning as an effective party of
protest against neo-liberal globalisation opposition. Sean Crowe, Sinn Fein
and its attendant inequality, they cannotspokesman on foreign affairs, has also

independence has been through partner-
ship with our friends on the Continent”
(IT, 3 March)

A similar indication was an Address to

be interpreted, as the Brexiteers wouldvoiced concern about the lack of evidencethe Royal Irish Academy delivered on

like, as a sign of the EU's imminent col-

lapse. Shortly after the elections Lorenzo

Fioramonti of the 5-Star Movement wrote
an opinion editorial for théinancial Times
in which he argued that his partytend
to operate within the Eurozone

against the Russians. 13th February by Catherine Day and

Stephen Collins devoted hissh Times  responded to by Noel Dorr. Day is a
of column of March 8th to criticising former Secretary General of the European
President Michael D. Higgins for not Commission and a concluding point in
attending a symposium to mark the centen-her speech, expressed in diplomatic lang-
ary of John Redmond's death. Like otheruage, was that the exit of the UK from

framework"and that its ambition was to supporters of neo-Redmondism, Collins Europe was probably for the best,
"reconnectthe EU withits founding values has failed to grasp the significance of especially following David Cameron's
of solidarity, sustainability and pedte  Brexitfor Irish politics. Since the Redmond refusal to back the Fiscal Compact.

A speech by Labour Leader Jeremy revival began to achieve momentum in  Of equal significance was Dorr's reply,
Corbyn made at Coventry on February the 90s, it has had two strings to its bow: especially his introductory statement under
26th, in which he came out foa'new  asympatheticinterpretation of Redmond'sthe heading ofadditional personal
comprehensive UK-EU customs union to historical importance; and, more import- reflections! His words testify to the
ensure there are no tariffsin Européas  ant, a political shift towards a closer compatibility of contemporary foreign
distanced Labour from the Brexit policy relationship with Britain. Brexithasraised policy with the nationalist ideals that
of Theresa May's Government. The a question theloser to Britainpart and  inspired the foundation of the State. Given
editorial in the March edition dfabour  for that reason Redmondism has been lefthe thrust of the official narrative in recent
Affairs was critical of this shift on the high and dry. The President was right toyears, it is significant that a leader of
grounds thatto trade with the rest of the steer clear of a symposium devoted to aofficial opinion like Dorr should dissociate
world while a member of a customs union divisive, historically unsound and object- himself from Redmondism. He stated:
that provides similar benefits tthe ively anti-European project.
customs union is like having your cake
and eating it. A further point from the A straw in the wind that is indicative of

"ltis, Ithink, aninteresting coincidence
that, in the Spring of 2019, just as the UK
is about to leave the EU, we in Ireland

editorial is worth quoting. It reads: the move away from Redmondism is a
"Labour has now distanced itself recently published book by Mervyn O’

will be commemorating the centenary of
the Declaration of Independence by the

First Dail. That was the formal act by an
elected Irish Parliament asserting our
independence from the United Kingdom:
it ratified, and gave full democratic

legitimacy to, the Republic proclaimed

on Easter Monday 1916."

somewhat fromthe Tories. Its new policy Driscoll entitled,lreland, West Germany
may attract enough Tory remainers to and the New EuropeThe final sentence
delfl'?at ]Ehe govetrnmentpn ?nsmenldg‘e(;‘bf areview of the book by Dr Christopher
calling fora customs unionto be included yissane is telling. It reads:

in the Trade bill. This is now not likely to 9

be debated until after the Easter recess  "O'Driscoll's revealing book offers a

and possibly the local government  powerful reminder that our route to true Dave Alvey

elections in May. (Elections which many

Tory MPs will be watching to see if their o
Editorial

seats are likely to be lost at the next
general election). But would this be a
wise move if it led to a vote of no
confidence and a general election?”  The Skibbereen Eagle Returns

_The answer frorhabour Affairsis that Ireland wasted its moment of power to have been Taoiseach of, explained in
winning a General Electionin such CIFCUM- \when it took the lead in diverting the EU the Independenthe following day that
stances would be tantamount to acceptingrom puting Britain on the spot about a what Ireland did was offer Britain a gesture
a poisoned chalice”Better therefore 10 gyexit border in Ireland and focussed of emotional sympathy against Russia, in
leave things be and let the Tories sort out§iscussion during a long day and part of aorder to help it to feel at home in Europe
the mess of their own maklngt states.  pight (22nd and 23rd March) on getting SO that it can give up Brexit. Below are

Sound advice | would say.

token support from the EU for Britain's SOme extracts from his piece:

Irist DeveLopments  feud with Russia.

Fianna Fail Brexit spokesman Stephen  The EU, in exhaustion, agreed to with-
Donnelly claimed in the Dail that, by drawits Moscow Ambassador for consult-
allowing negotiations to move on to trade ations, which was hailed in Britain as the
and future EU/UK relations without EU breaking off diplomatic relations with
winning commitments from London on Russia. The following day the Brexit
how to avoid a hard Border, the businesswasrushedthroughthe European
Government wadosing leverageinthe  Council to Britain's satisfaction.
negotiations. Fianna Fail foreign affairs  Recentlrish Governments have forgot-
spokesman Darragh O'Brien described Leoten what Ireland knew in the past—that
Varadkar's recent statement about therelations between states are impersonal,
possible expulsion of Russian diplomats and there is no reward for subservience.
as "rash" and called for a thorough,
objective and neutral assessmentofallega  John Bruton, who would have preferred
tions against the Russian Governnient that there should be no Irish state for him

"...My feeling is that the decision to
opt for Brexit was based on a deep seated
wishto assertan English sense of identity.

Just as Irish nationalism in the 19th and
20th century defined Irishness as being
in contrastwith 'Britishness', Englishness
today is being defined, in the minds of
many in England, as being in contrast
with continental Europe, as reflected in
the European Union...

"In the absence of a major crisis, or of
an heroic exercise of political leadership
in Downing Street, rational argument, on
its own, will not reverse the course
towards a progressively wider gulf
between the UK and the rest of Europe,
during and after Brexit...
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England needs an emotional European  need time... An extension of time undgr for it with a shovel. It included snooker

solidarity over Russian activities is the  Article 50... might be considered. rooms, a Badminton Court, and, amongst
sort of things that can help Britons feel One might consider ifthere are gestullesother things, provision for a library.

more European reconciliation with that can be made toward the UK that lo  gyoks were not purchased for it. They
Europe [sic] . not damage the integrity of the EU, bjt

European solidarity with the UK over which would make the UK feel more at were brought in by people who had th?”"
the Russian activities in Salsibury is an home asamember...” (Irish Independdnt2Nd they came from the Townlands (i.e.,
example of the sort of thing thatcan help  24.3.18) the countryside) rather than the village.
Britons feel more European [sic]... And one day | glanced at a battered copy

If the UK is to reverse course, it will of Dostoevsky'sWhite Nights and was
lured into 19th century Russia. Two other
things that struck my particularly then
were plays by Tolstoy:The Power Of
100th Anniversary Darknessand The Fruits Of Enlighten
Pat>  ment. And there was an account some-
where by Dostoevsky about the pain
experienced b emancipated peasants when
. . they were required to sit on juries and pass
The Russian REVOlUtIOn judgment on fellow human beings in the

cause of civilisation.

Is any comment needed ?

The group which in the early 1960s was no class of landlords that could be
attempted to formulate a socialist position rebelled against. | knew that there had
thatwould enable Irish politics and history been a landlord aristocracy in my grand-
to be dealt with coherently was made up ofmother's time, but it had been abolishedln the course of time | got a RusSian
members from the Communist Party of before my mother's time, leaving not a rammar and anumberongussian 0ems
Great Britain who disagreed with its trace behind. The region was peasanlgot into mv head. | could still re ear'z one
stifing of realistic discussion of Irish onlyinthe sense thatitwas noturban. Butg]c them V}:ﬂma é Oozhacam V%'nb
affairs, and also to some extent with its there could be no doubt that Tom Skelly ' Y | voinby

. . ; : . . the Populst Nekrassov. It is certainly
view of the Soviet Union following Khrus- was telling the truth. | later discovered entimental and could not existin Enalish
chev's condemnation in 1956 of what hadthat the Home Rule Party had sabotagedS Dostoevsky peasants had to suffgr thé
been done in the Stalin period; andthe anti-landlord movement in the first ain of assiny .ﬂd mentonfellow humans
discontented Republicans who had playeddecade of the century, and that it was onIyp passingjudg

) : . ) . who did things that were human and that
some part in the 1956 invasion of the in County Cork that the concession made,Cm one miaht have done. This was neces-
North, had concluded that Republicanism to its demands was thoroughly implement- sa?/ becaugse what the Were emancipated
needed a revolutionary social position, ed. This was due to the activity of Canonintoyin 1861 was Ca ita)llism The ha(;)not
had gone to London in search of one Sheehan, the classic Irish novelist, andantiCi ated that tha[t)was what E%anci a
through the Connolly Association which D.D. Sheehan, the land reformer, along.. P . . ancip
. . . tion meant. They resisted it. Their ideal
was regularly denounced as communistwith William O'Brien. The land movement . S : .
. . ) . . was their pre-Emancipation life with a
by Irish Bishops but discovered thatitwas in North West Cork was &and and . .
. fewimprovements And the self-sufficient
a dependency of the CPGB and thereforeLabour MovementThis was D.D. Shee- easant Commune became the ideal of the
stifled discussion of what they were han's project. Small-scale land ownershiplpnteIIi entsia. This was not in conflict
looking for, had turned to the Trotskyist wasaccompanied by a network of publicly = . gentsia. :

2 . . . . with Tsarism. The Tsar, théttle Father
organisations (of which there were three) -built Labourers' Cottages, each with an of all. should be its protector. If the Tsar
which were then beginning to make their acre ofland, which covered the countryside. : - 11S P ' i
presence felt: and Pat Murphy, to whom was to be abolished, the vaguely envis-
Liam Daltun turned for assistance in  This is not irrelevant to consideration ggi‘dogg(;::ag;tgg? é\gt ittgl(iasrgoﬁgte?rzz
forming an organisation; and myself, of Russia in the 1920s. Land & Labour Commune without a Sta?e '
who was brought along by Pat. And thenwas a kind of realisation of the Narodnik '

Tom Skelly found out about the Group ideal, and Narodism was the source of Therewasnobourgeoisidealin progres-
and came along to it. most things in Russia after the Emancipa-sive Russian literature of the 19th century.
tion of 1861. There was no George Elliot. The bourgeois

Tom was the only member who had My interest in Russia did not begin life, as observed in the West, was rather
engaged in actual social revolt. He had ledwith Communism or Revolution. Itbegan heldin contempt. Progresslooked backwards
a kind of peasants' revoltin County Long- with the 19th century Russian literature —as English Socialism did for a while
ford around the time of the First Coalition that | came across in the Narodnik demo-before it was taken in hand by Liberalism.
Government. It was from Tom that some cracy in Slieve Luacra. What the Emancipation Decree of 1861
of us heard oPraties and Point family did was break up the familiar socially
meals of potatoes, in which the fork would  Inthe Parish of Boherbue, until lwasin organic relationships and establish the
be pointed at a bit of bacon in the rafters.my early teens, there was no Public Lib- framework for capitalistdevelopment. The
It was still well known in Slieve Luacra, rary. There was no library of any kind. nobles had not been the independent
however, where there were still pieces of And there was no bookshop. And yet owners of great landed estates until then,
bacon hanging from the ceiling. there was no shortage of books. Thereand the peasants had not been their

| found it difficultto grasp the possibility were books all around the place. individual contractual tenants. All had
of a peasants' revolt in Ireland in my  Then a Parish Hall was built voluntary lived together in a Tsarist cultural web
lifetime. | grew up in a property owning labour—a Parish Hall, but certainly not a that might be seen as having something in
democracy in North-West Cork. There Church Hall—and | mixed some concrete common with the Catholic ideal of the

From the time | looked &vhite Nights
English literature had little appeal for me.



Mystical Body—but Orthodoxy had much  professor in Cork University and writes Constitutionalism might be restored—on
more going foritinthis regard than Roman on military affairs, but noton Irish military how Constitutionalism as ideal might be
Christianity. affairs. He is very much against Irish madein Constitutionalismasfact. (Where

There was of course a bourgeois devemjjitary affairs. And he did not contribute Constitutionalism is fact it is not idealism

lopment within Tsarism: St. Petersburg. at all to the wide-ranging discussion that sustains it.)

Tsar Peter the Great had travelled anonypublished in the CorEvening Echan

mously in the West, observed how the centenary of the Great War. Having While Lloydwasin BICO he seemedto
Capitalism worked and apprenticed come from the British nationalist strand believe in something calletleninist
himself to it. (There is a German opera of the CPGB, he was a useful addition to deémocracy It was the CP fashion of the
bout him: Tsar Und Zimmermanisar  the revisionist re-orientation of Cork time. Iridiculed it as something of which
and Carpenter.) When he returned homeyniversity with which Dermot Keogh has No trace could be found in actual history.
to rule Russia, he ordered nobles to go antheen prominently associated. He suggestSome years later | heard him on the radio
build a city on the Gulf of Finland and e(d in commemoration of the Kilmichael declaring that Lenin was the greatest
practise living the enlightened bourgeois Ambush that the names of the Auxiliaries criminal of the 20th century. And he
life init. Along time later the Emancipa- who were killed there while engaged in issued a statement that he had found out
tion was decreed and it was expected ofthe business of enforcing British military about the Russian Gulags, and was over-
the nobility in their new role that they ryle againstthe elected Government shouldcome with grief at the thought that he had
should make an effort, whereverthey lived, pe |isted along with the IRA Volunteers been associated with them, however
tolive the enlightened life. Tolstoy's play, who supported the elected Government. tenuously, through his political affiliations,
The Fruits Of Enlightenmeyis a mockery and had broken down and wept.

ofit. It shows a group of peasants coming  john Lloyd, Scottish upper class in He had clearly not been influenced at
to a Big House to transact a piece of packground, was briefly a member of all by his period of BICO membership.
commercial business with their landlord B|CO. He joined along with Professor He must have been inoculated against it
under the new relationship. Some cultural Bj|| Warren of the School of Oriental and Py the fantasy life of the Communist Party.
eventis going on in the house and they areafrican Studies, who came from the He was Editor of a couple of issues of
told towaitinthe kitchen untilthe landlord Glasgow Gorbals. Bill had come to & magazine calleéroblems of Commun

is free to deal with them. And so, through disagree strongly with the CPGB view of ismthat we published, and he proposed
the gossip of the servants, they begin tojmperialism and was attracted b the that‘Communism'be dropped and replaced
see what goes on in the Enlightened life. position being developed by the B&ICO. With ‘Marxism'.  (Marxism was respect-

What was going on in the vigorous He exerted an influence of moral ascend-able. Hardly anything else was allowed a
intellectual life of Russia during the two ancy over Lloyd. When Bill died, Lloyd Voice atthattime in vast regions of British
generations following the Emancipation yas like a fish out of water in BICO and he academic life.)
was no cultural preparation for the triumph soon left. He was for a while Editor ofthe  There was a debate on the proposal. |
of Capitalism. Itwas a search for away of New StatesmarHe was also Binancial ~ Suggested that, if there had to be a choice
preventingit. Thee was Populism (Narod- Timegournalist, and he greatly approved betweerCommunisrandMarxism itwas
ism), Commune anarchism, and Socialistof Yeltsin's artillery bombardment of the Marxism that should be dropped. After
Revolutionaries. Parliament building. Parliament was try- all, Communism preceded Marxism. Marx

ing to make itself the centre of a form of joined the Communist Party.

I seem to recall that Marx was tempted Constitutional government, but it was As to the Gulags: Lloyd must have
by this Russian Populism into thinking nationalist in spirit. (What else could beenmadeimmune to knowledge of them
that the Capitalism, of which he was so Constitutional government be?) Yeltsin's inthe CPGB, and the immunity must have
painstakingly working outallthe financial ryling by decree was seen as being more ifeld good during his time in BICO.
devices, might be by-passed, but wasaccordance with the spirit of Progress, at
shepherded away from that thought by |east while there was work of destruction  The idea ofLeninist democracyivas
Engels. that needed doing. muchinvoguein CPGB and some Trotsky-

Much of Lenin's early writing had to do ist circles in the 1970s-80s. | ridiculed it.
with refuting Populism by showing that  john Lloyd held a kind of Menshevik When Solzhenitsyn®ne Day In The Life
Capitalismwasdeveloping in Russia and view for a while, because it was in the Of Ivan Denisovictappeared, | treated it
could not be by-passed. But then, havingatmosphere. But Menshevism had in factas escapist fiction. But, whéine Gulag
given primacy to proletarian class develop- hroken more radically with the Populist Archipelagobegan to appear, | saw that
mentand proletarian revolution, he devisedsource of things than Bolshevism had. It Dostoevsky had re-surfaced in Russia and
the strategy of overthrowing the Tsarist/ |ived in a systematically-idealised enclave history had resumed. But Lloyd was soon
capitalist state by a form of proletarian of Marxism, comprehensively disengaged denouncing Solzhenitsynas an obscurant-
revolutionary action that could enlist the from Russian social reality. [NB: This ist reactionary.

support of the peasantry, and then byparagraph somehow found its way, out of

means of proletarian state power open Upp|ace, into last month's instalment.] liberal ideology which was the ground on
a line of development for the peasantry

L The Menshevik ideal was of a bourgeois which Marxism was constructed. But of
that was not capitalist, and thus by-pass . X L L . .

Capitalism after all. democracy in w_hlch_Soma_Ilsrr_] wogld course he didn't see it. The different
blossom. During its brief period in Office pieces of thought—the slogans—don't

Another tangent: Regularly in thiésh it showed no aptitude for bringing about connect up with him. | only ever had one
[neé Cork] Examinethere appear articles that condition of things. And, whenitwas real discussion with him. It was about the

by two members of the former Communist ousted and the Bolshevik regime consolid-military collapse of France and Britain in

Party of Great Britain: John Lloyd and ated itself, there was no coherent Men-May 1940. A Fascist Fifth Column in
Geoffrey Roberts. Roberts is a History shevik opinion on how what it saw as France had opened the front to the Ger-
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That put Lloyd back with the classical
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mans, he said. | had been searching high Systematic description of society in and the intervention by the landlords,
and low for some trace of this Fifth terms of classes which perform economicsupported by Britain and France, had to be
Column, but it just was not there. And | functions in market economy began with dealt with. But then, according to the
could not see that anything beyond the Smith and Ricardo and was most preciselycourse of events projected IState &
actual engagement of the military forces set out by Ricardo. Rent on land, InterestRevolution the withering away of the
in place—Britain and France having had on money, Profit on enterprise constituted State would begin.
eight months after their declaration of war society. And each function was carried Infact, what happened at the end of the
to put their forces in place for the prosecu-out by a social class which lived by it. emergency measures connected with the
tion of the war which they had declared— English literature of the 19th century is Civil War, was a crisis in the relationship
and the conduct of those forces in battle,largely about the interplay of the social between the small Communist State and
when Germany eventually responded tobearers of these economic functions, withthe mass of the peasants who had been
the declarations of war on it, sufficiently Wages appearing on the margin andmade owners of private property by it.
accounted for the outcome. making its way to the centre.
A closely observing Menshevik, Miliu-
But, no, it was the Fifth Column in Itwas in England that the market broke kov, in exile in the USA, wrote at that
France. That was the British story. It was free of all organised social constraint and point (1921) that the Bolshevik deviation
the British story in 1940, told in all media, realised itself as Capitalism, and Capital- from Marxist orthodoxy, (which in the
high and lo. Iteven appeared in an Agathaism became society. Marx joined the circumstances of the time had become a
Christie detective story, in 1940, and in a Communist Party and wrote a book aboutkind of bourgeois orthodoxy), had run its
Tommy Trinder film. And it has been the Capitalism to show that it was based on ancourse, made its contribution to the deve-
British Story ever since. Thatis one of the antagonism that would destroy it. But lopment of Russia, and was burnt out:
great strengths of the British national mind: then he spent the rest of his life working "ltwas necessary for the cycle of events
it forms ideas appropriate to its interests, out the economic devices by whichitkept  in Russia to come to a close before its
regardless of facts, and treasures them agself functional, while keepingneye open  meaning could become patent and a
fixed points of orientation in a world that for signs of a rebellious spirit that offered  criterion be found by which events cold
is otherwise in flux. In Dublin, by contrast, hope of destroyingit. He wrote apamphlet b€ judged in their unity and completion.
ideas are mere sparkles in the flux, dyingin praise of the Paris Commune, which  'tthink thisis now the case with both the
. ) . . White' and the 'Red' movements in
in the process of_ bglng born. I_Ellzabeth was onlyaflash_m the pan. (Itwasanact o ccia The former ran its course with
Bowen noted this in her wartime spy of rebellion against making a settlement e |oss of the last patch of anti-Bolshevik
reports to Churchill: of the War that France had launched on territory in the Crimea; the latter with the
"“The stereotyped, or completely Prussia,withpopularapproval, andwhich — GreatRussianfamine. General Wrangel's
conditioned, mind seemed to me rarer in ithad lost. The war accelerated the forma- ~ defeatmanifested the degeneration of the
Dublin than in London. (There is also a tion of a German State, which it had been ~White’ movement. The famine of 1921
great deal of bigotry, but this seems to beits aim to prevent, and French refusal to ~démonstrated Russia's exhaustion under

individual, not mass.) Public opinion in make a settliement when it could no longer the Bolshevik rule. Whatever happens in
Dublin is almost dangerously fluid. Itis, d time to come, these two phenomena will

) engage in regular warfare, and the call to i int i i
at the same time, less homogeneous thary 229 9 mark the turning point in the Russian

in any Eng“sh C|ty | have known'Notes theFrenCh popl'”ace to r|Se up In mllltary Revolution" (Paul Miliukov: Russia:
On Eire 2008 Aubane edn. p15). action, led to the German occupation of = Today & Tomorrow New York, 1922).
Paris. - That war is usually presented in . yriiijiov's view there was a neces-
My fixed idea about Russia came from British history as a Prussian assault ON sary revolutionary process inwhich things
Dostoevsky and T0|Stoy_poss|b|y bec- France. EVentUa”y the German_OCCUPatl(.)n”ke Bolshevism would come and go,
ause | got Someth|ng worthwhile f-rom found a French Government with which it Contributing Something along the way.
both of them that was relevant to the life of could end the war that had been declared on purpose was to construct the popula-
Slieve Luacra. And particularly the Dosto- I and itwithdrew. The Third Republicwas o ;s olitical substance which lived
evsky who would sulk in the cellar, rather established in France and it put down they, it iy connection with the State. For

than participate in Chernyshevsky's vision Commune with mass slaughter. centuries under the Tsar there was no
of life lived transparently in a crystal The Commune. in rebellion againsttheinterconnected national society in Russia,
palace. ' just a lot of particular things, with most of

ITenin'sWhat Is To Be Donefdllows  State on patriotic grounds, made ifs owny o people living in particular arrange-
on in a certain way from Chernyshevsky's emergency arrangements butl don'tknow, e g of natural anarchy. And the Bol-
What Is To Be Done?When Lenin's what it had to offer towards the project OT sheviks had their part to play in bringing
political structure began to crumble— constructing a Communist state. 1 don't o o ang pieces into cohesive social
about Seventy years after the ousted Men.reca” that Lenin gave it much attention. existence:

sheviks had thoughttascrumbling—I ~ But he gave considerable attention to the o S
wondered if a Dostoevskian spirit could French Revolution, and to how Robespierre "It is important... to discriminate
have survived the intense modernising of Might have averted his fall on Thermidor belg""ee” th‘;;‘ passing .a“dR thel lasting
three generations, so that it could see thdy enacting his own "Thermidor'. \S,\l;hﬁ;ar:ﬁg (izletsteructjiiselags evolution...
pect of the

whole developmentfromthe vantage point | gyppose the idea of a Communist Revolution is of necessity presented in
of a Populism that had been obliged 10 giateis a contradiction in terms. Lenin's  detail in this book, | wish that the

submit to Progress for a while. When the 50k in 1917 The State And Revolution constructive processes of the Revolution

first volume ofGulagappeared, | sawthat g ggested that the withering away of the should not be overlooked. We are
that spirit had survived, and was intellect- : : witnessing the birth of the Russian
p ' Communist State would begin almost as democracy, in the midst of the rains of

ually strong. soon as it was established. The capitalists the past which will never return. One
* had to be subordinated by an act of state, must not be impatient with the great and



complicated revolutionary process which democratic revolution of the people agairfist
in other countries took decades, if not the Tsarist autocracy, according to the

centuries, for its completion” (vii). ~~ qeglogues. Infactit was neither natioral
On the face of it the Bolshevist

revolution of November 7 seemed to be

Should it really happen, would it not be An active nation on which a routine ¢f
equivalent to refutation of Marx's democratic government might be ba
doctrine?... had no more existence in 1917 than|in
"We shall see... that the Bolsheviks 1916, The Provisional Government did
knew all these arguments perfectly well. o+ o anything much during its eig

But we shall also see that they never .
intended to introduce communism. in months. It waited for the results of the

Russia. The November revolution was to El€ctionithad called During the following more.

be a revolution not for Russia's sake, butfour years Bolshevik actions created| a

for the sake of the world revolution. democracy, in the sense of an intercgn-galore.

Russia was the means, not an aim innected populace that was active in the
herself* (p25). affairs of the State.

When the Tsarist State collapsed in  The State was not in any senseg a

nor a revolution. The established St teTHE DAYS OF
too much Utopian to be able to succeed... €0llapsed, taking everybody by surprise. QRANGEADE

¢AND LILIES

t Decline

vine.
They pressed those grapes gnd
Ceproduced orangeade.

March 1917 the Bolshevik leaders camedelegate of the populace. The populg
back from around the world: Geneva, was active under the direction of the State

Paris, London, New York. They were But a populace that could act under the
internationalist revolutionaries, knowing direction of the State was an altogether

little about Russian realities. When they new condition of things in Russia, as
seized power their great ambitien Miliukov acknowledged.

‘blood,
chanted of being British down in the
pub,

"was to beat the record of the Paris
Commune... However, the reality defeat-

ed all forecasts. The ‘communist' .
revolution of November 1917 proved a €XCept the one that was organised by

Of course the regime did not fall ip

the

much greater success than the nationaf€gime itself to ensure its own continuation. the gates,

revolution of March. The last of the four

governments of the national Revolution It was In this dgvelopment, in Leninjs S
was overthrown after eight months' hands, that Marxism approached clospst

duration. The Bolshevist government to the status of being Political Science

1921. There was no Russian Thermidor—Decline.

ign
would recover lost ground or placate.

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Ruled for 50 years and still wanted
Oh those heady days with ammo

And those loyalists growing on the

Sang of past victories written

Catholic neighbours they constantly
upbraid.

al

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

When the corralled smashed do

no guns, whips or masons giving t

v

ne

Keep to that side of the street. Thigis
has now lasted four years" (p25). mine P
The returned Bolsheviks found out In general terms poI|t!cs can never pe No melting pot here, just go pollinate.
. - reduced to the regularity of a sciendge,
enough about Russian realities to be able . )
. . unlessthe waywardness inherentin hunpan
to continue théstream of revolutionary . . ) . .
. existence is eradicated. But, in particular
transformation: circumstances, something like a scientific
IonH’O>W did the Bolshevik regime last so understanding sometimes seems to exist.WHAT A NERVE!
9 . It requires a combination of analytical
5 Imrfhr?et ﬁnlla;s h?ve suhppflJFIGdt_the detachmentand wilfulengagement. Thg¢se  Hitler's madness and the USSR
oisheviststructurefor such alongtime. oo rarely found together. The English repeated again in a new Cold Way.
There are... their highly centralised Revolution. C I d blik A
system of administration, numbering ¢ vO'UtON, LTOMWETS pSEUdO-TEPUBIIE, - What could it be that they abhor.
quite an army of officials, controlled by Nad no understanding of itself. It was  \weren't they pleased that commyn
the Communist Party; in the second closely observed by Clarendon with|a ism went sour.
place their Red Army; and in the third considerable degree of detached under- Maybe such a mighty country dies
place, their secret police and espionagestanding as he bided his time in Frange, . ) .
system, which is effectively in the hands \ith his King in tow, waiting on the oppo ﬁthzy wished befforr(]etgnd n?]W wish aggin.
of the Communists. Of the two aims....  nity 16 intervene. But Lenin display vho does your fighting when you o
—preparing forcommunism and keeping ,, . . : insane.
in power—the former was gradually this power of analytical understanding |n You'll soon find out when all fries
removed to a second place, while the the midst of the revolution in which h Blus those bal ‘ . '
latter evolved into a system of self- was thoroughly engaged, and in 1921 jhe us those balance-ol-power acts
defence of the small minority against redirected the revolution so as to make it works some more
their own people—a system which has encompass the bourgeois revolutign, in this age of drones and agent-
never been surpasse'd by any"tyranny alyhich had been skipped over, and allowed provocateurs.
any time in the world's history” (p70). ¢ quficient scope under the dictatorshfp ~ Spies are decanted and wiped out With
Has Miliukov forgotten on page 70 ofthe proletariat to deliver economic sup- Spoors.
what he said in the Preface? That afterstance while being kept blind politically. ~ This new game in town makes Portpn
four years of Bolshevism he'agitnessing N ) Down purr.
the birth of Russian democra®" don't And so the four years, that Miliukov i The poisonous media on highs sogrs

think so. Some ofthe Mensheviks becamel921 took, reasonably enough, to be the

hard-headed in their understanding of thewhole course of the Bolshevik Revolutiop,
world after it was too late to be of any use Proved to be no more than a prelimingry
to them. phase.

The national revolution of March was a Brendan Clifford

as elitist official saboteurs.

Wilson John Haire
8 March 2018
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Response To A Yeatesian
Regurgitation Of A Markievicz Myth

Padraig Yeates's articléThe Irish  was still at City Hall at the time when
Citizen Army; was written for a special Lahiff was shot at noon, at the north-west
commemorative 2016 issue of the Irish corner of the Green. Moreover, Yeates
Military History magazine Reveille further knows that this point was once
published for the Centenary of the 1916 again repeated in my chaptdhe Court
Easter Rising. This February, the authorMartial of Countess Markieviczhcluded
has now posted that article on the academicdn the booklet jointly published in 2006 by
website Academia Yeates writes of SIPTU and the Irish Labour History
Markievicz: Society for the 90th anniversary of the

"ICA Captain Sean Connolly became Rising,Jamc_as_ Connolly, Liberty Hall &
the first fatality among the rebels after 1h€ 1916 RisingOne can only speculate
having himself shot dead the first Crown as to why, a decade later, Yeates is
casualty, DMP Constable James O'Brienattempting to give the kiss of life to that
... at the main gate of Dublin Castle... By malicious myth and, moreover, in a Cen-
a strange symmetry, a second DMP tenary Year when no fewer than four
constable, Michael Lahiff, was shotdead 5rkievicz biographies dealt the story

by another ICA officerin Stephen’'s Green.
T)t/ﬂs time it was CountesspMarkievicz. even deeper, and more deadly, body blows.

District Nurse Geraldine FitzGerald saw ) )
the incident from the nurse's home atthe It is here that | must confess to having
south-west corner of the Gree lady ~ broken a promise made over a year and a

!n agreen uniform.... holding'arevolver half ago, that | should review at least
in one hand and a cigarette in the other threg, if not all four, of such biographies.
was standing on the footpath giving orders By December 2016, | had completed a
to the men. We recognised her as thereview of those first three, when | realised

Countess Markievicz... We had only been -
looking for a few minutes when we saw a that the fourth was of far greater signifi-

policeman walking down the footpath. cance than | had initially thought. But |
He had only gone a short way when we had only begun writing the phra%eo |
heard a shot and then saw him fall had to read the book after alliwhen |
downward on his face. The Countess ranstopped, and asked myself: Why am |

triumphantly into the Green saying 'l got \yyiting this at all? Sure, what historian

him' and some of the rebels shook her by ; "
the hand'.. Nurse FitzGerald was would now give credence to the myth? |

obviously shocked, as much at the had other pressing arguments to write!
congratulations that followed the killing But | have Padraig Yeates to thank for
as the deed itself..." now provoking me to finally complete

) ) that previously abandoned article.
One cannot avoid noting that Yeates's

sympathetic treatment of FitzGerald In my September 2016 articleyhy
involves a significant elision. Forthe police Markievicz Stood by the Republicl
report attributed to her the following con- promised to review three biographical
temptuous descriptio'We recognised works published in 2016Constance
her as the Countess Markievicz—such aMarkievicz—Irish Revolutionatyy Anne
specimen of womanhoadBut why on  Haverty; Sisters Against The Empire—
earth has Yeates regurgitated this mali-Countess Constance Markievicz and Eva
cious, mendacious myth? The supposedGore-Booth, 1916-1By Patrick Quigley;
FitzGerald 'Diary', upon whichitisclaimed andRevolutionary Lives—Constance and
a 1917 policéreport” was based, isin all Casimir Markievicby Lauren Arrington.
likelihood a rewritten document whose I'll begin by referring to two issues that
original cannot be located anywhere onfigure prominently in Arrington's
this earth, and should be treated as posses-eoncluding chapter. The first is her
sing no more credibility tharhe Protocols  devastating—and more than justified—
of the Elders of Zion critique of the 1934 Markievicz biography

As Yeates well knows, fourteen years by Sean O'Faolain, although the opening
ago, in letters to thiish Timeson 19th  phrase of what follows can hardly be said
and 28th October 2004, Claire Guerin andto apply either to Haverty or Quigley, or
myself had pointed out that, not having indeed to another 2016 biography by
the gift of bilocation, Markievicz could Lindie Naughton,Markievicz—A Most
not possibly have shot Lahiff, since she Outrageous RebeArrington writes:

"Every biography since has taken taken
O'Faolain's book as its starting point,
lured in by his tantalising anecdotes and
eminently quotable vitriol. The book
began as a plan for a series of articles for
the Sunday Chronicle. The biography
thatemerged soothed the jaded palettes...
Throughout his biography, O'Faolain's
tone undermines any seriousness in
Constance or Casimir's artistic or political
endeavours.'Worst of all, she was, it is
clear, sexually cold...

Casting Casimirand Constance asfoils
for each other, O'Faolain disguised the
extent of their political affinities during
the early years of their marriage... To
Stanislaus ( her stepson), the book was an
‘awful parody'... Most infuriating for
Constance's friends was O'Faolain's
misrepresentation of her activism and
her militant engagements...

Nora Connolly O'Brien, scathingly
commented that the biographvgs 'up to
the author's usual standard' She
intended to publish her own account of
the revolution in ordeto give the lie to
the filth that is O'Faolain & Frank
O'Connor's. lam not at all narrow minded
about things but ... it seems tragic that
those of us who were actually the ultimate
friends of the lads who really did the
work are silent while these outsiders are
so busy defaming them'

She believed that O 'Faolain's 'idea
was to blacken everyone & so please
England, sell his muck in England &
make moneyRefusing to buy a copy,
she pledged tavait until Boots have iton
their secondhand list so that sale won't
help him! Connolly O'Brien was not far
offthe mark; as the Jonathan Cape archive
shows, the biographies that O'Faolain
published in this period were financially
motivated, and his politics were fickle"
(pp 270-2).

O'Faolain's caricature of Markievicz

fits into the wider—gender prejudice—
issue that is also raised by Arrington in
this concluding chapter:

"Whether de Valera shotanyone during
the Easter Rising is never a matter for
public debate, whereas the singular
occasion of Markievicz's shooting of the
constable at St. Stephen's Green continues
to plague the Irish public imagination...
Major writers including W. B. Yeats,
Sean O'Casey, and Sean O'Faolain have
served as the architects of Constance
Markievicz's legacy. Yeats wrote three
poems in which Markievicz features... In
'Easter 1916', she is described scathingly
asThatwoman'.. depicted as coarse and
hardened:Too long a sacrifice / Can
make a stone of the heartThe image of
the stone also appears in Yeat8sto-
biographies'To women opinions become
as their children or their sweethearts,
and the greater their emotional capacity
the more they forget all other things.
They grow cruel'.." (pp 267-8).



Having rightly gutted O'Faolain, put-down of the authol'Arrington attri- "The jury remains out as to whether or
Arrington continues: butes these reactions to sexism, but | notshe shota policeman (it seems fairly
“In his (1976) study of O'Faolain's Wonder; she was herselfa good hater, and gieeréa;potr::a;isshvi(;’n'rr]‘g;d"h'm’ and he later
biographies, historian F.S.L. Lyons... the manic, gushing, sometimes self- '
shared O'Faolain's opinions about Con- deluding tone of many of her letters suggest
stance Markievicz... and goes so far as toa difficult colleague!' For Arrington had
quote Yeats in his summation of the gone a step too far in also criticising the - e
bitterness, and perhapseventhebarren-man whose name Eoster here Ieftworkbyfa|I|ngtoconsultkey_authonta’qve
sources that would have given the lie to

ness of those lonely later years (that unmentioned, but who had been one of his
Markievicz) spent‘conspiring among the ' the Matthews' claim that Markievicz had

ignorant'... On the whole, the historio- OWn instructors and heroes, the Trinity gleefully killed the unarmed Lahiff
graphy of modern Ireland reflects College Provost F.S.L. Lyons. On 13th More's the pity. For Arrington's book is
Lyons's—and thereby O'Faolain and September 2003, @uardian profile of : "

otherwise an achievement of new and

Yeats's—opinions rather than the facts i im:
D Foster said of him: formidable research. If she has funked

of the Markieviczes' lives and thought" " L ) _

(pp 272-3). He wrote of F.S.L. Lyons, a historian  confronting Matthews, she has given the
he greatly admired, thétis intelligence coup-de-graceto the Wylie character

Referring to"scintillating caricatures was notably subtle, reflective, interroga- (Aassassination of Markievicz in respect of

iAot tive' and these, say his admirers, are th . .
by some of Constance Markievicz's most qualities displayed in his own work.”  her 1916 Court Martial. Arrington has

However, the jury is still out only
because Arrington did not do her home-

bitter antagonists'she cite®rums under _ _ provided the clearest and most coherent
the Window(1945) by Sean O'Casey and  Yetthere is amore substantial weakness, g rative | have yetread of those proceed-
gives as another example: in the manner in which Arrington indicts ings, clarifying that there was not just one

"In LiamO'F|aherty‘snové'[he Martyr such antagonlsts_ of Mar_klevu_:z with trial for Markieviczin May 1916, bUttWO,
(1933), a satire on the Irish Civil War, chargesofsexism, ifnotoutrightmisogyny. ang with two corresponding records as
Markievicz appears as the thinly veiled For all her targets are men, and all areyg||the"Preliminary Examination;the
character of Angela Fitzgibbon, a dead, although Arrington's own narrative racord of which is held in the Public
vampiric Cathleen niHoulihan: mystical, points out that there was a qualitative Record Office of Northern Ireland, and

sexual, and above all bored” (p 274).  difference between O'Casey and O'ihe Court Martial itself, whose Home

Faolain, with the playwright steadfastly oyfice official record is held in Britain's
refusing to have anything to do with national Archives. Arrington draws on
O'Faolain's intendedunday Chronicle 5y to provide clear evidence tthe

project. On 10th August 1932, O'Casey resplve Markievicz expressed during her
wrote to the then arch character assassinjg (pp 140-142).

"To launch an attack on the living is much

M"Ng one heveorl Geergsdtogsk vv”hethgr more dangerous than to launch an attack  Arrington's other significant contribu-
ac-onagnhand viaceioe, ~onnoy 8ind on the dead, and | did this on M. de tionisin h loration of the life of th
Pearse (never mind de Valera and Collins) Ion Is In her exploration of the life of the

happened to fire shots at an unarmedMarkievicz,\{\./hen she was livingwhen shey,;shand, Casimir Markievicz. The way
individual, policeman or otherwise. But Was popular’(p 270). had been paved, as Arrington herselfi—

whether Constance Markievicz shot an and, indeed, Foster—acknowledges, by
unarmed constable at St Stephen’'s Green This century's arch character assassinpgtrick Quigley's pioneering biography

is the question on which the public however, is notonly alive, she is awoman., ‘Sh I : ;
; ' ' ‘The Polish Irishman—The Life and Times
judgment of her character hangs... If |, my September 2016 article | praised of count Casimir Markievic£2012),

Markievicz's death sentence had been, . ' : . ) .
carried out, would historians or the general Arrington's book for a very effective \pich | reviewed in the December 2013

public view her actions with more €XPosure of one of the more grotesquejssye ofirish Foreign Affairs under the
sympathy? Possibly. But probably not. calumnies against Markievicz that had heading of'Not So Much Poles Apart:
Her execution would not have affected been forged in thisish Timesinthe very  The Mmarkievicz Two NationsA plus in
the account offered by W.E. Wylie of her week of the Easter Rising. But, in my May Arrington's biography is that she commis-
CourtMartial, which holds somuch sway. 2016 article}"Murderous' Markievicz or  gjgned translations of Casimir's newspaper
Nor would it have stymied O'Casey's walicious Misogyny?!l deploredthefact yyritings | — Russian i
vitriol or changed Yeats's verdicts. A : writings in two languages—Russian in
that Arrington had funked the need 10 {he case oRusskoye Sloyand Polish in

cluetothe reasonliesin nurse Fitzgerald's f h h ch .
diary:'the Countess de Markievicz—such confront that current arch character the case oRzeczpospolita

a specimen of womanhood" assassin of Markievicz, Ann Matthews,  adopting a ‘compare and contrast'
and had instead treated her withthe utmosg ,hroach, Arrington demolishes many

Arrington’s book was reviewed by Roy  deference. O'Faolain-generated myths aboutimagin-

;(c))i:serlgggtg?rtlsngilsns]sZOvr\:itﬁthMr?irscgne Arrir)gton cited Matthews as the key ary differences, yvhere there were none,
aspe.ct of Arrington's argument. He authorlty on the shooting of Constable butalsoexploresm depththosedlﬁerences
noted— Lahiff, but ma_de no refgrence whatsoeverthat were real. This part|cula.rly.appl|es to
. . L to the forensic refutation of her by Ray the difference between Casimir's narrow
the dislike felt for her by disillusioned gai050n By leaving the Matthews narra- Polish nationalism (although Casimir was
nationalist intellectuals such as Sean . . ; o . .
O'Faolain, Liam O'Flaherty and Sean tive effectively unchallenged, Arrington aIsoasympa_tN;erwnh !nsh nat_|onal|sm,
O'Casey: not to mention three powerful @warded her a propaganda walkover, onébut on a similar racial basis), and
poems by Yeats, where her adult personaeagerly seized upon by anybody quite Constance's anti-Imperialism, which was
as shrill-voiced socialist agitator is set happy to see any mud thrown at Markievicz as anti-racist as it was internationalist in
regretfully against her youth as a Sligo to half stick, at the very least. And so, in her further championing of solidarity with
beauty.” his review of Arrington, Foster could feel the Indian and Egyptian independence

But he went on to pronounce his one free to pronounce: movements.

All of this echoes Arrington's earlier
2016 blog on the'lrish Historians in
Britain" site, entitled"Did Constance
Markievicz Shoot the Policeman®here
she had argued:
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The most significant difference between engage in any similar exploration of reviewing the works of their competitors.
the Markieviczes was, of course, that theyCasimir. Indeed, she also omits theIn Foster's case, it falls into the former
were on opposing sides of the First World evidence of his philo-Semitism in earlier category. In 2016 Arrington had already
War. Casimir was a supporter of the Polishyears. She writes of how, as Constancecontributed an essayltincertain Futures:
nationalist (National Democratic Party) and Casimir were returning from Ukraine Essays aboutthe Irish Pastfor Roy Foster.
politician Roman Dmowski, who had in 1902, 'they pretended thatayoung boy, Inthe Preface to her own book, Arrington's
placed his faith in the Tsar of Russia, andJanko, was their servant so he could fleeacknowledgements and thanks begin:
Casimir himself fought, and was wounded, the country and escape conscriptiqp®  "Revolutionary Lives would never have
in the service of the Tsar. Moreover, in 30). But in her biography of Constance, been completed without the enthusiasm
line with actual war fought by Tsarist Anne Haverty is more specific: and expertise of many people. Roy Foster
Russia, Dmowskiwas aconsummateanti-  “janko was a kind of refugee, the son first suggested the possibility of a double
Semite. Wikipedia sums up the polar of a Jewish tenant (of Casimir) at biography.”

opposites of Polish nationalism: Zywotowka who, to avoid conscription . . .

into the Russian military service, had And in the Irlsh_Tlmeson 16th
been smuggled across the border to BerlinNovember 2016, Arrington sent another
where he joined the Markieviczes en plaudit his way, when she wrote of Marki-

other minorities, and he was vocally anti- route to Ireland." (p 65). evicz undergoindga gradual process of

Semitic... Throughout most of hislife, he In his biography of Casimir, Quigley radi(ial?sation that was typicall of th?
was the chief opponent of the Polish noted that Janko was a Polish Jew who, a$€o'utionary generation, as e oqugnty
military and political leader JozefPilsud- _ ¢ assful Dublin businessman in SUIC_portrayed in Roy Foster'givid Faces

Zkr'nirllt?n(;i@ﬁ;ﬁ}%ﬂ;gﬁg? of Poland as ceeding years, would provide Constance "What to make of Constance Marki-
with financial support for workers' families evicz? Three biographies reviewaslas

It was Pilsudski, and his wartime during the 1913 Lockout (pp 58 and 154). the title of that Arrington review, and her
alliance with Austriaand Germany, whom Quigley had also written of the Polish tribute to Fosterwas allthe more generous,
Constance's commander James Connollyjewish tailor, Dubronsky, as one of Casi- since he himself was not one of the authors
championed. And it was Pilsudski's mirs closest friends and associates inunder review. Rather did Arringtottsh
intolerance of anti-Semitism that would publin. (pp 71-72). But Arrington makes Timesouting fall into the category of a
make him such a hero among the Polishno mention of Dubronsky. Nor does she review of her own three competitors in the
Jewish community. mention the fact that it was in Pilsudski's 2016 Markievicz books market. However,

Casimir's politics remained under the orbitthat Casimir circulated in later years, her response to each of the three biog-
influence of Dmowski for at least the first With the commissioning of his powerful raphies differed markedly, one from the
five years of the Polish Republic. Arrington Portrait of Pilsudski that is featured so other: strong praise in respect of one;
provides evidence of what she describegProminently on pages 182 and 198-9 of superficially patronising of another; and
as Casimirésharp turn of his politics to Quigley's biography. sy_stematically petty in the case of the
the right in the aftermath of the Bolshevik . third.
Revolution” citing a couple of articles _ S€€ http://irelandscw.com/docs-
which he wrote in 1923 for Rzeczpospolita R¥an2.htmfor how, in 2003, I had occasion
that are undoubtedly ant-Semitic in both to draw attention to Foster's predilection

"Dmowski believed that only a Polish-
speaking and Roman Catholic could be a
good Pole; his thinking marginalized

Arrington made passing reference to
"Patrick Quigley's pathbreaking biog-
raphy of Count Casimir MarkievicZhe

approach and tone. (p237-8). fqr suggesting _guil_t by associgtic_)n. Anq,
It may well be the case that this is how Since Foster highlighted Casimir's anti-
he remained. But we have nothing more toSe€Mitic remarks while staying silent on
go on. For Arrington provides no evidence NOW Constance was anything but anti-
as towhether or not he retained or rejected>€Mitic, perhaps some of that mud might
those prejudices throughout the remaining 2SO stick to her in the perceptionsragh
decade of his ife. This did notdeter Foster's| Imes reéaders. In fairness, Arrington
review from suggesting—notwithstanding cannot be blamed for such a Fosterian

the absence of any such evidence—thafWist: She is at pains to emphasise
Casimir remained an anti-Semite to the Constance’s owhesilience"and freedom

very end: "He would become... stridently oM anti-Semitism, or any other form of
anti-Semitic before his death in 1932". racial prejudice, notleastdue the influence

But a reverse turn was also possible. ~ Of James Connolly (p 238).

Take the case of Arthur Griffith. In a But Arrington seemed to feel constrain-
series of articles in tHesh Communisin ~ €d in voicing any criticism of Foster on
1970, | had been the first to undertake aSUch matters. He did, after all, provide her
systematic examination of Griffith's anti- With the blurb on her dust jackéTimely,
Semitic journalism. But in 2011 | also well researched and ongma}... Thls_|s a
wrote that the evidence from his close POOK that needed to be writterirt his
Jewish friendships during the final period '"Sh Timesreview he referred again to
of his life demonstrated that Griffith had ~Arington's beguiling and  thoughtful
ceased to be an anti-Semite. Gaav.drb.  POOK"
ie_/essa¥ s/pitizens—of—the-rep_ ublic-'!ewish— There are two types of reviews of Irish
hls_to_ry-|n-|reland for my discussion of pooks to be found in th&ish Times.
Griffith. Some are drawn from mutual admiration

Unfortunately, Arrington does not associations; others involve authors

Polish Irishman”, while in respect of his
latest work she wrote:

"The journal that she keptin 1916-17,
during this period of internment, is the
basis for Patrick Quigley's double
biography,Sisters Against the Empire:
Countess Constance Markievicz and Eva
Gore-Booth, 1916-17Rather than
attempt a full study of both figures, who
have been so extensively reappraised,
Quigley focuses on the year that was the
most intense phase of the sisters'
relationship. Visits from Eva Gore-Booth
and her partner, Esther Roper, were
crucial to supporting Constance through
periods of depression and physicalillness
during her incarceration; between visits
the sisters' psychic connection and their
poetic collaborations provided spiritual
nourishment. Quigley's book reproduces
hand-drawn cards with poems from Eva
to Constance and drawings from
Constance's journal. Attimes one wishes
the author had discussed the fascinating
illustrations in deeper detail... More than
100 images are reproduced from the
journal, showing Markievicz working in
different genres and serving as further
proof of her enduring skill."



[ would concur with Arrington's tribute  had ever been an actual contemporary
to Quigley, but with far more enthusiasm, diary involved at any stage:

for Quigley's narrative of the 1916 Rising
also contains details in respect of Marki-
evicz's role missed by Arrington. More-
over, Quigley has been more upfront in
confronting that supposed account from
the 'witness' residing at 101 St. Stephen's
Green (south side):

"Ms. Fitzgerald did not mention more
than one shot while Constable Lahiff was
hit three times. She claimed to have seen
Constance run into the Green and
shouting:'l got him' In his bookThe
Rising Dead RIC & DMPhistorian Ray
Bateson compared the many accounts of
the shooting and detailed the inconsisten-
cies. One version, popularised by Max
Caulfield and widely copied, located the
shooting at the main (north-west) entrance
tothe Green atthe top of Grafton Street...
There are almost as many versions of the
shooting as bullets flying around the
Green" (p 25).

Arrington's review of the second biog-
raphy is limited to the following:

"It is fitting that this centenary year is
the occasion for arevised edition of Anne
Haverty's biography, first published in
1988 asConstance Markievicz: An
Independent Lifand now reissued under
the title Constance Markievicz: Irish
Revolutionary The alteration invokes
Seéan O'Faolain's dropping of the subtitle
Or the Average Revolutionafyom his
biography—the first of Markievicz—for
its second edition. And it was O'Faolain,
Haverty reminds yswho perhaps did
her the most damagehn this case the
change in name also comes with a change
in attire: a handsome black jacket depicts
Markievicz in Citizen Army uniform,
with the book's title superimposed in
vibrant red type, restating her relevance.
Although the reissue includes an updated
bibliography, little of this work has made
incursions into the narrative, but that
seems inconsequential; Haverty's book
remains a classic in Irish biography and a
rollicking good read.”

But Haverty is not justa rollicking
good read’ Arrington's assertion that
Haverty has not allowed extra material to
make"new incursions into the narrative"
is demonstrably untrue—specifically so
in the case of the shooting of Constable
Lahiff. Arrington's own biography swal-
lows the trumpeting by Ann Matthews of
her "find" of a supposeddiary", and
writes: "One witness, the district nurse
Geraldine Fitzgerald, recorded in her
diary that she saw the shootingp 131-
132). But Haverty devotes five pages to a
demolition of such Matthews / Fitzgerald
‘evidence’, not just in the body of the
narrative (pp 163-4) but also—from the
very outset—in her Introduction (pp viii-
x). Indeed, she questions whether there

"It's the cattiness that can seem to
prevail. In our time Markievicz is also
someone many love to hate... To be able
to cast aside what most of us value so
much—oprivilege, money, position—can
cause discomfort or resentment. Her
fervour and disregard for the conventions
offend the prudent and the sensible...
Much is made by present-day detractors
of the allegation that it was she who shot
a constable in St Stephen's Green... The
only source for this allegation, apart from
rumour—and rumours were flying about
anyone or anything in that dramatic
week—is the account of a Miss Geraldine
Fitzgerald. This came to light since the
first publication of my book and since it
is so often cited against her and could be
said to have passed into public lore it
bears investigation. Fitzgerald's account

it would not have been possible to see
into the Green. And there is the matter of
those other women Fitzgerald claims to
have seen 'similarly attired'. Among the
women revolutionaries only Margaret

Skinnider may, apart from Constance,
have worn breeches.. Even the very
assertive and rebellious Helena Molony
wore a skirt..."

"Itis difficult to know what to make of
this account or to say what Geraldine
Fitzgerald may or may not have seen—
except that it seems at the very least
fanciful and based more on ayear's worth
of rumours than on reality. None of it
would stand up in a court of law; which is
probably why it did not appear on
Markievicz's charge sheet in 1920. Only
the obstinately mischievous, to put it
kindly, can continue to cite it" (pp viii-x).

But what are we to make of Arrington's

is in the Dublin Castle files (keptin the reyiew ofthe third biography? Sandwiched

British National Archives at Kew) marked
'Evidence Against Countess Markievicz'
and stamped 14 July 1917. It purports to
be from her diary, 'kindly supplied' to the
taker of evidence by her mother who
lived in Birr, County Offaly. Consisting,
however, only of two typewritten pages
this cannot be verified. It reads more like
a deposition, taken down by someone
tasked with gathering incriminating
evidence. Constable Lahiff was shot,
according to the Dublin Metropolitan
Police reportatabout 12 pm. Fitzgerald...
making her way to the Jubilee Nurses'
Home on the south side of the Green
adjacentto Harcourt Street... satdown to
dinner... approaching 1 pm if not later:
'We heard the most awful firing outside
the house... All the men with their rifles
fixed towards Harcourt Street... A lady
in green uniform, the same as most of the

between praising Quigley and patronising
Haverty, she launched forth:

"Lindie Naughton'$larkievicz: AMost
Outrageous Rebdiegins with the out-
rageous claim that '‘Countess Constance
de Markievicz has received remarkably
little attention from biographers'. Eight
biographies of her are then listed...
Naughton's book is a poorly digested
version of this scholarship, with neither
the historian's commitment to detail nor
the novelist's sense of plot and character.
She makes recourse to stereotypes that
do a disservice to a popular readership
that keeps pace with the latest in Irish
history writing."

Now, it had not my intention to read

Naughton at all, not to mind review her

men (breeches etc)... Markievicz... book. Described on her cover dPablin-
There were other women similarly based journalist and writer”| had

attired... We had only been looking out assumed hers was indeed a pot-boiler,
for a few moments when we saw a with little new to say. Perhaps, | lazily
policeman walking down the path from thoyght, she might have done little more
Harcourt Street. He had onlygoneashortthan regurgitate the old pap that has
way when we heard a shot... The .

persisted for over a century, from Max

'Countess' ran into the Green, saying "I -
shot him" ...! Caulfield to Ann Matthews, about Mark-

"Apart from the crucial matters of the ievicz and the charge against her of
timing and location of the shooting "murdering"Lahiff. But, last November
(Constable Lahiffwas shotatthe Fusiliers' 20th, just a week after Arrington's review,
Gate facing Grafton Street), which differs Naughton was interviewed by Myles
so greatly from all other accounts, Dungan on the RTEHistory Showand
including the official account, there are . )

convincingly argued the case against the

other very questionable aspects to this .
testimony... The likelihood of a remark Matthews / Fitzgerald character assas-

carrying frominside the Green and acrosssination of Markievicz concerning the
a wide stretch of road noisy with the shooting of Lahiff. And, as Dungan himself
activities of the revolutionaries, put it: "It's very hard to shoot someone
onlookers, and the traffic that was still gead, when you're not there!"
%%Iggtaﬁgeayvgsdg%rgri(Iasncserga\lb} thAlgSSﬁs See www.rte.ie/radiol/the-history-
and it's difficult to imagine her exulting show_/oroqrammes/2016/1120/833115-
like an untried markswoman in the the-history-show-sunday-20-november-
accuracy of her shot if it was at such close 2016/?clipid=2336506 for a recording of
range. The room adjoining the dining that Naughton / Dungan discussion.
room would almost certainly have been
onthe ground floor, a vantage from which

So, after all, | now felt compelled to
27
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read yet another book on Markievicz!
There were indeed a number of Arrington's parish of StKevin's, Portobello, and Father

University Church falls within the subsequent myth making.
Whatever the case, Naughton proceeds

criticisms of Naughton which | would Sherwin figures among my earliest child- to draw further from Skinnider's account,
regard as valid. But why, commissioned hood memories as Canon Sherwin, ourin order to determine if Markievicz had
to review all three biographies, did she rather frail but saintly Parish Priest during any more British Army casualties to her
devote 9 of her 15 paragraphsto arelentlesthe early 1950s. Sherwin had a reputationcredit at that southern end of the Green:

assault on Naughton's work, without seei-of great integrity. But Markievicz had
ng a single redeeming feature? Haverty'sremained very careful as to what she was
term,"cattiness' springs to mind. Could prepared to tell Sherwin. She affirmed to
it be that, in one key area, the investigativehim, with conviction, that it was most
instincts and'commitment to detailbf  certainlynot she herself who had fired the
the journalist outshone that of the profes- shot that had killed Constable Lahiff. But,
sional historian? For a major source notbeinganinformer, she had notfingered
completely ignored by Arringtonin respect another who might have so done. Yet that
of Markievicz's role in the 1916 Rising, did not involve a denial on her part of
but thoroughly mined by Naughton, was Killing anybody else. It was, after all,
the 1917 memoir authored by Margaret warfare—"Kill or be killed". And al-
Skinnider, Doing My Bit For Ireland though, as she has noted, Markievicz's
Naughton writes as follows of that Easter court martial did not involve the charge of
Monday, 1916: killing anybody at all, Naughton herself

was sufficiently curious, as &mere"

"The actress and Cumann na mBan; ot ; i
member Maire Nic Shiubhlaigh had investigative journalist, to determinedly

cycled to her post at Jacob's biscuit research the matter in far g_rea_ter depth.
factory. After she arrived... she saw an Sh€ concludes that Markievicz had,
open two-seater car... Constance was orindeed, inflicted several casualties, if not
her way to St Stephen's Green with the fatalities, on the British enemy, but at the
rest of the first aid suppliedGo at it  south-west cornerof the Greennot the
boys!'she yelled’The Citizen Army are  north-west cornerwhere Lahiff had met
;?kt'ﬂg ttr(')e G;egn.l.].ctWhgrtl th‘:’y tﬁrnved. his end. In contrast with the deplorable
p of brarion Sweel, e main ., .o demic neglectthat has failed to consult

body of rebels marched through the ~~* 7
Dublin Fusiliers' Arch into (thaorth- ~ P0ing My Bit For Ireland the 1917

west cornerof) the Green... Constance accountby thatsuper sniper and courier of
arrived at (th@orth sideof) St Stephen's  the 1916 Rising, Margaret Skinnider,
Green between one o'clock and two Naughton has drawn fully on it:

o'clock, according to the pageboy at the

University Club at her trial following the "Accordingto Skinnider, soldiers from

"The garrison's only female casualty
was Margaret Skinnider, who had spent
Wednesday (on sniper duty) on the
College (of Surgeons) roof (onthe Green's
west sidg... On the roof of the University
Church, on the Greens®uth side was
another (British) machine-gun post and,
to cut off the soldiers in that post, Mallin
wanted to burn out two buildings situated
behind the Russell Hotel on the corner of
Harcourt Street. He delegated Skinnider,
William Partridge and three men to deal
with one building... The British opened
fire, hitting Skinnider on her right side
with three bullets. Partridge lifted her up
and carried her to the street, where she
saw Fred Ryan, aged only seventeen,
lying in a pool of blood... Partridge and
another man carried her back to the Royal
College of Surgeons... Soon after, Con-
stance and William Partridge disappeared.
When they returned, Constance quietly
said: 'You are avenged my dear.' They
had gone to where Fred Ryan lay, and to
attract the fire of the soldiers across the
street, Partridge had stepped over the
dead boy to lift him. There were only two
soldiers and they both fired, giving
Constance a chance to sight them. She
fired twice and hit both. Or so she told
Skinnider, who was soon in a delirious
state, moaning and talking incoherently"
(pp 169-170).

Rising. By the time she arrived, the Green
was occupied by a hundred Irish Citizen
Army soldiers... Margaret Skinnider (who
had been) sent off as an advance scout by
(ICA Commandant) Mallin, had arrived
at (the north-west cornerof) the Green
on her bicycle. There were no soldiers in
sight, all she could see was a single
unarmed policeman, who paid no
attention to her. He was probably
Constable Michael Lahiff who, ataround
noon, was shot, allegedly by Constance.
After he fell, Constance had run
triumphantly into the Green cryiriggot
him'according to an account, typewritten
a year after the event, by Geraldesie)(
Fitzgerald, a nurse at the St Patrick's
Nursing Home on theouth-west corner

of St Stephen's Green. Yet when Labhiff
was shot, within five minutes of the
Green's occupation, Constance was still
on her way from City Hall, as witnessed
by Maire Nic Shiubhlaigh. At her court
martial, no mention is made of herkilling
an unarmed policeman, or indeed of
killing anyone. Later, Father Sherwin of

Portobello Barracks were sent out
(northwards) twice on Monday to clear

the Green... Then, at dusk, Skinnider was
on her way back from the GPO when SheWest cornerofthe Green, for whose death,

saw two people hurrying from the Green. most Cgrtalnly, Mar_kle_VICZ wasiot
They were William Partridge and Con- responsible? If Markievicz herself had

stance. At the same time she saw Britishever heard the name of any person who
soldiers advancing up Harcourt Street: might have shot Constable Lahiff, she
‘The countess stood motionless waiting herself was not telling anybody else. But
for them to come near... At length she the curiosity of an intrepid investigator

But what of that casualty on therth-

raised her gunto her shoulder—itwas an
‘automatic’, over a foot long, which she
had converted into a short rifle—and

could notrest easy with that. Naughton set
out to see if she could ascertain a possi-

took aim... | was quite close when they Pility, ifnota probability, and scoured the
fired. The shots rang out at the same Bureau of Military History's Witness
moment and | saw the two officers leading Statements until she found that of James
the column drop to the street. As the O'Shea. She relates:

countess was taking aim again, the
soldiers, without firing a shot, turned
and ran in great confusion for their
barracks. The whole company fled as fast
as they could from two people, one of
them a woman[This episode may have
beenwhatthe nurse Geraldene Fitzgerald
witnessed" (pp 163-4).

That is, she may have witnessed it if

the Catholic University Church on St ihare was such a Geralderssc) "wit-

Stephen's Green wrote to Josslyn (Gore-
Booth) to assure him thé@twas not your
sister who fired the shot. She has given
me leave to state that this is a fact'(pp
160-162). (Theicis Naughton's own; all
emphases are mine—MO'R).

nessing" anything at all, since no trace can
be found of the supposed "diary" upon
which that 1917 typewritten police

"reconstruction” was claimed to have been
based, and embellished by a year's

"When Margaret Skinnider arrived at
the south side of the Green, she reported
that she saw only a single policeman in
the area that day. A few minutes later,
when the Irish Citizen Army arrived,
James O'Shea remarked in his witness
statement that a policeman passed a
comment about them playing at soldiers.
He decided to get his revendé/e had
orders not to fire until we heard firing
from Harcourt Street, so that when firing
was on for a minute or two, | went to the
gate to fire at the policeman, who had
passed the remarks earlier. He was at
Noblett's Corner at the time so | had a
shot at him." What is not recorded is



whether O'Shea's shot hit or even kil
the policeman. Noblett's Corner was
the junction of Grafton Street and Sou
King Street, facing St. Stephen's Gre

O'Shea's immediate orders were to di
trenches inside the Dawson Street Letter sentto Irish Times on 8th March, but not published

entrance to the Green. While digging the .
Remembering The R | C!

trench, a man stumbled up, pretending|to
be drunk. O'Shea decided he was a Spy | his opinion piece on the RIC, Diarmaid Ferriter (IT, Saturday, 3 March), makess the
?gosl’ebﬂrisggwnfﬁgoggltihzhs\}eﬁgnﬁ;gd ?extraordinary claim: "Where now lies the memory of the RIC? It was a force thathad been
contempt by many Dubliners because of Well integrated into Irish society before the IRA targeted it for boycott."”
their behaviour during the 1913 lock-out. ~ As a Professor of History, itis extraordinary that Dr Ferriter seems unaware thatjt was
Certainly O'Shea had no qualms aboutnot the IRA that "targeted [the RIC] for boycott" but Dail Eireann, in a decigion
killing a perceived enemy" (161-162). | announced and justified by non other than Prof. Eoin MacNeill TD. The reason far the
boycott, he said, was that force's central role is suppressing by terror the democratic
institutions established by Dail Eireann, the parliament elected by the Irish people in
in both private conversation and public 1918 on the proposition .of establishing an independent Republic. N
discourse—as to his antipathy towards Just a short generation before 1918 the RIC had been the_r_aw end of Brmgh
the 1916 Rising. In an April 2013 Libert government suppression of the movement for Iand_ reform.and political change. But in
Hall debate on the Rosie Hackett Bridd , the d.ef:ade.or two before 1918_—thg heyday qfthe Irish Parliamentary Party—many men
Yeates deplored— had joined it under the honest illusion that things had changed and that it had be¢ome :
. _ harmless force of "decent village bobbies". But the RIC had not changed its spqts. Its
what a powerful impact 1916 has had qticer corps remained overwhelmingly English/Anglo-Irish and its commanders not
on this country. And again I'm going to . . - . . .
say something that is unpopular, | think policemen but m|I|tar_y_ men w!th decades_of experience suppressing natwe; arqun_d the
that's a total disaster. And | think we've 9lobe. When the British parliament decided to suppress the democratic instityitions
promoted values of patriotism, ang established by the Dail by force and terror, the RIC was its chosen implement of
romantic ideas of Irish nationalism, that enforcement. Unlike their police comrades in England, RIC men had always been+—and
have actually served us very badly. And remained—armed to the teeth and posted not in police stations but in what| were
we didn't look at important things, liké - commonly and aptly known as police "barracks". In Ireland even the census remained
social solidarity. We didn'tlook atthings - jjiarised, being collected by armed RIC men rather than civilian enumerators| RIC

like equality or fairness in society. We

promoted heroes, and that's why I.‘n men were always posted to districts where they knew no-one and were known by none

against—if you like—heroes..." for obvious reasons. N o o . S
In the War of Independence British "official" and "unofficial" "reprisals" against civilians

Overthree substantial volumes, Padraigand their property were carried out by this force, including murder and the wholesale biirning
Yeates has proved to be a superb sogiabf homes, town centres, creameries etc. When its ranks became depleted due to :r1e D&
historian of Dublin city. Moreover, ar boycottand the refusal of hundreds of RIC men - who had joined to become village bobbies—
antipathy towards the outcome of |ato be part of the counter-insurgency, its ranks were filled out with English and [rish

particular event in the national revolution mercenaries known as the Black and Tans whose reputation for anarchic murder and terro
should not necessarily rule out being|aneed not be recounted. This considerable force were RIC recruits and formed the bagkbon
good historian of such an event. | am theof the force during the War. A further RIC auxiliary force—the Auxiliary Division
very last person who might suggest that("ADRIC") or "Auxies"—also formed part of the RIC, operated under RIC command andwas
iconoclasm has nota valid place in history. responsible for many of the worst atrocities of the period.
Butwheniconoclasmturns historicalfacis  The Professor's notion of the RIC as "well integrated into Irish society" before the Dail

on their head, it ceases to be history, and'targeted [them] for boycott" is—to put it mildly—a breath-taking distortion of the
becomes mere character assassination @ngistorical record. Philip O'Connor

anti-historical propaganddObstinately
malicious'is how Markievicz's biographe
Anne Haverty would describe it. Letter sentto Irish Times on 10th March but not published

Manus ORiordan | John Redmond and the path of violence

Stephen Collins associated John Redmond and the Irish Parliamentary Party with

Look Up the "those who sought to achieve independence by peaceful, constitutional methods"
Athol Books (Opinion, March 8th). He is surely mistaken. Redmond’s enthusiasm for Irish participation

in the first World War indicated support for violent constitutional methods.

One month after John Redmond died in March 1918, Irish Parliamentary Party|(IPP)

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

So, whyregurgitate the Fitzgerald yarn?
Padraig Yeates can be disarmingly frank:

D

archive on the Internet

WWW.athOlbOOkS.Ol'g MPs withdrew from Westminster. The new IPP policy of abstention was due to what the
IPP termed a "declaration of war" by the British state on Ireland, in attempting to impose
On-line sales of books, conscription.

The IPP became converted, partially, to the Sinn Féin policy of pursuing constitutional

pamphlets and magazines: methods in Ireland, a policy realised by the foundation of the first Dail in January 1919.

httpS'// British refusal to accept this peaceful Irish democracy led to the 1919-21 War of
* Independence. That was a conflictin which far fewer died, on any side, than was the cas
www.atholbooks- during the first World War.
In comparison, the republican policy was a lot less violent than the path pursued by
sales.org John Redmond. Tom Cooper
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but in reality it is owned by RBS (Royal "How could Brexit be stopped?"
Bank of Scotland) and it is riven by bad

And he replied:
Does lending, bad management, and bad customer P _ _
It management. It is a good exampiean "Well, a War might break out which
organisation that needs a new start— Would unify Europe, or There might be
Stack elsewhere. an Electioninwhich Labour gotalandside

U . . victory, or the Parliamentarians might
P The Big Four accountancy firms used  jsttalkitto death until everybody realises

7  tobe the Big Five until Arthur Anderson  how unrealistic Brexit is, and he added, a
) bit the dust over the Enron swindle. But  war is very unlikely."

the Big Four are due for a shake up. They

BREXIT—HOW TO AVOID IT call themselveChartered Accountants ~ When | heard that interview, | too

Brexit just won't go away. David because a Royal Charter goes down welthought that a war breaking out was very
Cameron, former UK Prime Minister, in London and they get to have a vote forunlikely. But recent events—and in parti—
brought it upon us when he forgot that hethe Lord Mayoralty of London—an cular the internationally cq—ordinated
was living and operating in a Parliamentary influential and, itis said, very remunerative Propaganda attacks on Russia, apparently
Dictatorship. David Cameron gave his position. However in reality, the Big Four instigated by Prime 'Mm'.Ster Theresa
subjects the impression that they lived ininternationally are Certified Public May'suse ofthe UK poisoning case of two
a Democracy now that they all were EU Accountant Firms, most of whose partnersRussians, have reminded me of other UK
citizens. But then the Royal Court of are qualified as CPAs with the American Crises which Were solved or deferred by
Appeal settled that by declaring that the Institute of Certified Public Accountants. War. | was reminded of the monthsin 1914
decision to stay in or to leave the EU is the The Big Four have gotaway earning hund-when the British Cabinet—the Imperial
prerogative of the UK Parliament alone. reds of millions of £pounds and avoiding Cabinet—was divided about the Irish

liability by stating that their job is not to Home Rule Question.* The Cabinet was

Even the majority of the dogs in the identify thievery and criminal behaviour seriously embm”ed_ ir? this m'a'tter and
street must know by now that Brexit will being perpetrated by their clients, and N€Wspapers Were hmtmg at Civil War—
be a bad thing for the UK. The farmers in Some get away with stating boldly that there was a realistic prospect of civil war
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland anything less that £xx millions (or ©over the question, so seriously divided
know very well how dependent they are whatever figure they like to choose) is not WaS Henry Asquith's Cabinet, and then a
on the EU grants and subsidies; andmaterial to their audit. Their reports refer lifeline was seen when on 23rd July 1914
England itself has a very substantial farm-to "books of accountivhen we all know  Austria decided to get quite unreasonably
ing lobby which knows their bread is thatbooks ofaccountdisappeared decadegpset by the assassination of Archduke
buttered by the EU and the farmers cannotgo and all records are now computerised Ferdinand and his wife some time pre-
see the UK after Brexit having enough viously, and Austria issued an ultimatum
butter to go around. Fields across the UK And we all know about the frauds to Serbia which Serbia could not possibly
have been becoming emptier and emp»[ierperpetrated by banks on the clients throughcomply with.

of livestock and arable crops because ofTracker Mortgages—none of which was
the EU largesse. The land of the UK is commented on by Bank Auditors. Nordid  That was on Thursday 23rd July. On

stuck where it is, but the farmers are not! Bank Auditors comment on how many Friday 24th July, before Serbians had
Much of the UK land is owned by very Nnon-performing loans the Banks had. Thereplied to Austria, Bonar Law and Carson
wealthy landlords, big corporate entities liSt f sins of Banks and Bank Auditors is had persuaded Asquith the Prime Minister
and Trusts and the tenants are not glued t¢°"d- S0 what do Audltqrs do? What useto postpone the fur@her dlscussmn of the
the land by emotional ties to the same '€ they? Perhaps the Big Four are too biglrish Questiorlin the interests of National
extent as in other countries. They certainly wield unseemly force in Unity for the duration of the War Crisis"
. political circles in Dublin and London. This persuading was done in Bonar Law's
Farmers, particularly younger farmers s may change if their clients move to rooms in Kensington, where Carson was
are moving abroad—many to Poland, Germany and other tightly—regulated when Bonar Law's driver brought Asquith.
some to France and to the northern coastal g ntries. Asquith had no notion what Bonar Law
regions of Spain, and there have been e pigwheelsin London are the Bankswanted to see him for that morning. (See
some who have gone to New Zealand. Théyng the Insurance Companies, the Re-Letter from Asquith to Venetia Stanley.)
skill of the farmer is one of the most |hsyrance Companies and the FundAsquithannounced the postponementlater
portable skills in the world. Portable also \janagers. Any or all of these may move that day to a packed Parliament. After the
is farm stock—one report is of a French , giher jurisdictions. The lesser hangers-announcement that day Redmond told
Manufacturer, who uses milk raw material, o, \vill move with the Big Wheels. Lesser Asquith that, if the Government liked to
has transported 50,000 milking cows {0 5re the accountants, the big internationalmove every soldier from Ireland, he would
Poland so as to ensure continuity of SUpply.|a\y firms, and the international auctioneersbet there would never be one hitch and
) ) ) ) and estate agents. Many have movedhatboth hisvolunteers and Carson'swould
The financial sector also is moving— 4jready with offices in many countries police Ireland with ease.

in truth it has always been difficult to pin - 515,054 so as to be ready to welcome their o
down—was it in Frankfort or Dublin or moving clients with comforting open arms. Atthis time there was no actual War but

Zurich or Milan? How much of it was in the newspapers were on message with
London—no one really knows because of We can all see where Brexit is going if
its secrecy and fragmentation. The head-t is not controlled and it certainly is not
quarters (?) of Nat West in London is in an being controlled now. Some time ago, a* This is not as well-known as the deep
iconic skyscraper designed to demonstratd_ondon political commentator was asked division between Government and
the power and prestige of Nat West to all, in an interview: Opposition. Editor.




War, War everywhere on Friday 24th

July 1914. So the possibility of Civil Wa
over the Irish Amendment Bill (now
postponed) was on the back burner a
forgotten. How convenient for Carso
and Redmond.

In her Diaries, Lady Asquith records
that she wrote to Redmond on Saturday
1st August and told him he had the oppo|

tunity to make a great speech offering h

Volunteers. Redmond got up to speak in
Parliament after Bonar Law on 3rd Augus

(war was not yet declared) and séiday
that the coast of Ireland will be defende

from foreign invasion by her armed song,
and for the purpose armed Nationalis
Catholics in the South will be only tog
glad to join arms with the Protestant

Ulstermen in the North."

On 4th August 1914 war was declare|
against Germany. In her Diary entry fof
that day the Prime Minister's wife Margo
Asquith wrote:

"all happened in such a short time. O

30th July everyone was talking of Ireland.

The cry of 'Civil War"! 'Civil War'! to
which The Times and the Tories treate

us every day has been stilled in five days

and now we read intears a silenced Pre
with the sound ofeal war waving like
wireless telegraphy round our heads."

Was it all engineered in 1914 to su
several agendas? How suddenly the Hou
of Commons appeared to be united in ifs
purpose of War?

Could a War suit agendas today i
2018? | cannot be the only one wh
imagines that it all stacks up!

Michael Stack ©

it

speakers. Also the ubiquitous John Brutg

Connor assessed the social contributi
of Redmondism, and concluded that,

0

the bills, Redmond's party made son
worthwhile efforts. But, with Home Rulg
in prospect, the party was reluctant

—

i

' structure and industrial achievements
Redmond in Waterford.
Redmond's biographer Dermg
Meleady defended Redmond's herita
dand reputation. He seems to prevari
Redmond was a dedicated and hon
Irish leader who achieved the goal of hi
country, only to have that goal snatchg
[ away.

There were a number of academ

Waterford labour historian Emmet Q'

transfer wealth from their better-off sug-
porters. He described housing, infra-

c
between various points of view. To hlrx,

Redmond Centenary Conference Waterford

from page 32

IC the Redmondite tide of fairly recent years
N.has receded, along with the Great War
fanaticism which drove that tide for a
Pnwhile. To believe in Redmond, you have
50t0 believe that the Great War slaughter he

long as the British governmentwas payifng espoused was in a good and honourable

€cause; that Redmond's blood sacrifice was
virtuous, "gallant", even "plucky". For
[0 most Irish people that is not tenable.

Meleady's Waterford talk was therefore
convoluted and tedious. Some people
began to walk out, and the organisers had
to intervene.

D

t
he Sowhatwas so great about Waterford's

teLarge Room conference?

Pat McCarthy was bornin Ballybricken,
eshittended Edmond Ignatius Rice's Christian
IS Brothers' school in nearby Mount Sion,
edand went on to make a career in the
pharmaceuticals industry. His interest in
history is manifested in various writings,

Was his achievement wrecked by t
1916 Rising? That seems to be w
sisRedmond himself believed. Or was
Unionist intransigence? Or British Go
ernmenttreachery? Each of these positi
is damaging to various cherished politic
beliefs. Meleady now seems to hold th
?Qedmond himself was to blame, in th
Home Rule was on offer from the Britis
on terms which were not unreasonab
but Redmond rejected the terms. T
implication being that Redmond broug
about his own downfall!

d
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Editorial

Palestine and Israel Edition
* A forgotten Corkman on the Zioni

*

anti-semitic. Manus O'Riordan
* On banning the import of Israeli s
David Morrison
Israel must be forced to end the oc
Palestinian state. David Morrison

Document:

* In Year Zero, a contribution to the
Press. (II) Hans Habe (1966)

*

IRISH FOREIGN AFFAIRS, SPRING 2018

* "Foreignness" and material aid in warfare: on Irish foreign policy
in transition to Europe — a reply to Martin Mansergh

The Times and The Balfour Declaration — both Zionist and

Irish Foreign Affairs—is produced quarterly at €5, £4. Subscriptions: 4 issues.
Electronic €5 (£4). Postal Euro-zone and World Surface:

st project. Brendan Clifford

ettlement goods.

cupation, or there will be no

history of the German

€16; Sterling-zone: £14

This conclusion seems to confirm that

€including a book on the War of Inde-
atpendence in County Waterford.
t  The Redmond Conference was the
- occasion of the launch of his new book
NsThe Redmond's and Waterford: a
| Political Dynasty, 1891 - 1952NMcCarthy
tdoes not take sides in the debate about the
t historic national legacy of Redmondism.
But, unlike Redmond's biographers such
€;as Dermot Meleady, McCarthy provides
€an unvarnished account of the origin of
t Redmond's political leadership in the
thuggish Ballybricken Pig Buyer clique in
Waterford, and their crucial role in his
subsequent career.

Though it has not permeated into official
history and Redmond dogma, this is well
known to locals, of whatever hue, who are
interested in their past. It is a bit of a
mystery why it was not known to Water-
ford posh boy Roy Foster, who had to
resortto asking around who the Pig Buyers
were.

It will be no surprise to readers of this
magazine which, over the past year, has
provided the salient facts about Redmond's
unsavoury Pig Buyer associations. Itis no
longer possible to skate around Redmond-
ite political violence, as Meleady & Co.
do, with evasive formulas lik&Scuffles
broke out'

Hopefully thelrish Political Review
will soon provide a fuller account of Pat
McCarthy's new book.

Reported byEamonn de Paor
31



BOLSHEVIKS continued

Redmond Centenary Co

nference in Waterford

and houses, clothing and education, th¢ssponsored and/or grant-aided by thetown. From reports, the Wexford co

would be provided for all the people

by Government. Former Taoiseach Johnmemoration had a whiff of touris

the labour and service of all the peogle Bruton and Redmond biographer Dermot promotion about it. But | wonder whet

before luxuries or superfluities were allo
ed to any. The private profit of the priva
proprietor would not then determine wh
class of goods should be produced, whet
cattle should be raised or corn grown, t
needs of the people would decide.

Probably, as in Russia, the first a
found to be necessary would be followin

- Meleady turned up at most of them.
e But the most vocal of the Redmon
ht Remembrance/West British jihadists
heconspicuous by his absence. Thisis Ke
neMyers, who exploded prematurely arou
the time of his appearance at the S
bereen West Brit (sorry, West Cor
Ct history eventlastyear. Incendiary Eog
g Harris could have added a little excitem

the local authorities will waste mug
/ money in the expectation that lar
s numbers of visitors will be beating a tra
into pay homage to th&ather of Irish
d democracy!'More likely they will cannily]
ib-continue to build on their 1798 marketi
)
n If Dublin, Athlone and Wexford werefp
ntbit bland, the Waterford commemorati

the example of the capitalistic goverfp- to the recent Redmond events, but |heof Redmond was electrifying. But not i

ments at the outbreak of war, to declar
moratorium ("l thank thee, Jew, for teac
ing me that word!") suspending tempo

b aseems to be out of the loop as well. With
n- this duo, the Redmond commemorati
r- were somewhat flat and boring.

utway which was good for the Redmon
nsreputation; quite the opposite.

arily the repayment of debts and making Except for one event, to be described The Waterford event was held in

illegal all interest! By this act alone, th
income of the workers would be increas
about 25 percent.

The land of the country would be mad
free of access to those who were willing
cultivate it to the best communal advar
age. The Dublin housing problem wou
be immediately tackled, and might 4

made less pressing by a distribution of the

congested population from the teneme
over the partially occupied mansions
the suburbs!

These are a few of the things that woy
happen if the Bolsheviks came to Irelan

Itis right that our friends who join with ug : - al
n & bad example for Irish politics. Unionist

in acclaiming the Bolshevik revolutio
should understand its implications.
means that as society is based uponlab
Labour shall rule. And that means
complete overturning from the prese
state wherein, though society is bas
upon labour, capital and property rulg
(From:Come Here To Me-Dublin Life &
Culture 2017)

The above meeting was held in th
Mansion House, Dublin on February
1918—to congratulate the Russian Peo

on the triumph they have won for Dem¢- Custume Army Barracks in Athlone. Th|s

cratic Principles. The speakers were M
Wm. O'Brien, ITGWU; Mr. L. Ginnell,
MP; Madame Markievicz; Mr. Thoma
Foran, ITGWU; Madame; Mr. Cathg

O'Shannon; Mr. J.J. Hughes; Mr. P.

Coates; Mrs. Connery and Russig
Bolsheviks.

See: "Writings of Thomas Johnson-
An article entitledIf the Bolsheviks camg
to Ireland'in Irish Opinion 23.2.1918"
(Fr. J. Anthony GaughanThomas

e below.
bd )

According to newspaper reports t
e Main event in Dublin was addressed
to Dail Ceann Combhairle Sean O Fearg
t. TD, who made a backhanded apology
g the violent origins of his party (Fian

heCratic non-violent politics. All the whilg
ntedenying that he was apologising at all.
b John Bruton gave his usual spiel, th

Redmond in effect gained legislatiy
|gindependence without killing anybody
4 SO the Republican independence mo
mentwas a waste of time and lives, and

t Professor Lord Paul Bew gave the keyn
)ula,\ddress.

a There was a bit of a row in the paps
Lt about President Michael D. Higgins n
Lgattending this event. Higgins fielded th
L criticism effortlessly. Come to think of if

conspicuously absent from the Redmo
centenary.
e
1
hleevent was staged in the Officers' Mesq

r.was one of thelistory Irelandmagazine's
Hedge School series. Again, this look

e Fail), unlike Redmond's kind of dem¢-

many weighty public figures werg

Another Redmond commemoratign

Large Room of Waterford City Hall, whe
John Redmond annually addressed
citizens of Waterford whom he represe

Yin the House of Commons from 1891 u
@il his death in March 1918. The comme
Ofation was organised by local official
@ with seventy or eighty local people
attendance.

e

The star of the show was Oxfq
atprofessor Roy Foster, a Waterford
€ bornand bred in the final years of the Ci
» Redmond era, before Bridget Redmdhd
VeTD died in 1952. You might have expecl
SeEoster to deliver personal stories, illu
P+ inating anecdotes, or street lore about
PleRedmond dynasty. At the very least

might have expected some fresh or ¢
'S lenging historical angle from an acclai
?t ed historian with a personal connectidgp.
IS Not a bit of it. Foster re-hashed so
well-worn Parnellism, and launched i
- a weary recital of names and themeg
ndequally dreary fellow-academics thp
hardly anyone present had ever hear(
He was not sufficiently motivated
inlighten the dreariness with his tradem
sneers. You know—when he simula
spontaneity, pauses for a second,
L4 lowers his voice a bit to signal to

L like it was more academic than popul

D

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION.
For an objective appraisal of the

r
l Wexford was the home of Jora]n

~ knowing audience that he is aboutjto
deliver a carefully craftedon mot

He pulled this ploy once in Waterford@s
Large Room. But the under-educagd
culchies present did not know what

revolution see "The Russian Revolution,
100th Anniversary—December, 2017;
January, February and March 2018 in
Irish Political Review.

JohnsonKingdom Books, 1980):

expected of them, and failed to pay Hgm
the expected tribute of a knowing ripplegof
obsequious laughter at the expensd of
their forebears.

continued on




BOLSHEVIKS continued

America, all the allied countries were be
upon annexation. France seems to h
been the greediest, demanding even s
definitely German territory antiberat-

ing" some German territory fromthe sw

of Prussian militarism. England also wo|
get some of the spoil, even to the last i
of Persia. All the otheHiberators"were
to compensate themselves liberally al
Itwas nothing, but imperialist aggressid
naked and unashamed. We trust it

been killed, though we know that Europea
democracy must still remain very mu¢

on the alert.

We know now, too, for certain why th

Allies of the Entente ignored the Pop

Benedict XV Peace Note. It will b

remembered that Allied statesmen we¢

very evasive upon the point; some s

Itis easy, perhaps, to be a "gentlema3
if one is dealing with "gentlemen”,
certainly not easy to act as such wl

y But in some quarters at all events th
|g words were taken literally, hence t

Lo Imperialists, but Korniloff, too, failed
n, Russian literature is almost as inco
hagorehensibly chaotic as the Russian reva
ntion, yet through it shines the great fa
h thatthe Russian is honest. Readers, of s

Tchekov, might have wagered that t

= have wagered upon a certainty. Let
e hope that even though the Bolsheviks
L not "gentlemen”, they have rid the wor
breOf the incubus of secret diplomacy. F
higthe future it must be public, it must O

that President Wilson stated their ai
while others said it was the intention
reply when the members of the Allian
had discussed the question. Now, we k
they were deliberately lying. They kn
they could not reply without converti
another treaty into a méeiscrap of paper.’

If such mendacity be the price of what|is 1922 until 1927, edited by Cathal and study to fit themselves for the dut

called diplomacy, we had better have n
of it. Secret diplomacy has been the cu
of the nineteenth century. It has drenc
Europe in blood in the twentieth centu
Itiswell that the workers do not underst
it, they had much better stick to truth a

justice as their guides rather than trfistPublished"Open Letter to the English

themselves to something of which t
very essence is deceit and falsehood.
it is true that some persons whose ha
of the thing called diplomacy we we

wont to think at least as strong as our oy

s: controlled by the democracies of the wor
o anti must be based upon internatior
e justice.
ow
(Voice of Labour—Newspaper orgar
of the Labour Party and trade unid
movement, which appeared from Octob

neQ'Shannon. It was succeeded e

sdrishman (1927-1930) and The
edWatchword of Labou1930-1932). &

V. Dictionary of Irish History 1800-1980
g Hickey & Doherty, 1987, Dublin).

d Well, last month'd.abour Comment

e Labour Party"published inThe Voice of
etabour(Vol. 1, No. 22-April 27, 1918).
edlhe above article, a leader on the B
e sheviks, is from the publicatioirish

n,Opinion, The Irish Labour Journal

seem to disapprove of the action of fhe December 15, 1917. It would appear t

Russian Maximalists.

The only way, as it seems to us, to €
secret diplomacy is simply to end it &
making it public. It is like ending th
slaughter, someone must begin, and
one will very probably be the most abu

hat
gled
of Europe for a time. It is said that tlhe

publication of these treaties can do
good, butithas done good already. We
quite willing to believe that the Bolshev
leaders have not behaved like "gentlem
and for that we certainly rejoice. Kerens
tried to behave like a "gentleman” of t
diplomatic school, but he found tH
voracious appetite of the prospecti
recipients of the annexed lands too mt
for him, so he is now in hiding or perha
he is dead. Who knows?

this journal was absorbed infdne Voice
of Labourlittle more than a couple o
ndweeks later.)
y

s)

If The Bolsheviks
Came To Ireland

are February 1918

k  The great gathering of Dublin citizern
bn"at the Mansion House* to acclaim th
Ky social revolution in Russia was a sign

no

it if

treaties would be published and they woyldwar stricken Europe in dethroni

n"lt is not only to British authority that thg
isawarning:itis a call to the conservatle
nforces of all political parties to rally to tige

birthat the national well being can only P
e built upon a basis of capitalisntthe

future is endangered if any countenandg

given to the doctrine that Labour is ki
lu Labour also must take warning.
ct acclaim the Russian revolution, and
ayhearts respond to the call of the Rusg
e people to join with the workers throughd

usIimperialism and Capitalismin our respég
beive countries. But, as we asked at
d meeting in the Mansion House, are
Dr prepared to take action if opportun
e offers? Is Labour organised sufficient|
d, Are our trade unions and our trad
alcouncils, our co-operative societies 4
our Labour parties properly supported
in close enough relations to become
centres of economic life in a new socie
n Are our working class leaders or spo
br,men devoting time and effort in readi

@33 aan V<o p

(2]

that may be forced upon them?

The framework of the new Russ
consisted of 50,000 co-operative gro
in town and country, organised within t
past six or seven years. The archive
and women who made the revolution
devoted years to the work of propagal
to study mental discipline and se
sacrificing service of the people. Wh
Ireland has produced but one Conno
Russia has produced hundreds; menjp
women of great intellectual powsg

atdevoting their lives entirely to the work
organisation, education and agitation, 3
receiving in return no reward but perse
tion, imprisonment, poverty and the lg
of the people.

f

The Soviets—the councils of workme
of peasants and of soldiers—who are
in power in Russia have their Irish equi
lents in the trades councils, the agricult
societies, and—dare we say it?—the Ig

s groups of the Irish Republican army.
e Irish counterpart of the Russian revolut
to would mean that these three sections

ne all parties in Ireland that the people
e demanding independence are not goin

n operating would take control of the indus
tdal, agricultural and social activities of t

e be satisfied with a mere political change, nation. Power would no longer be in 1

chno matter how drastic. What they neqd, hands of the wealthy nor authority

hs and are quickly coming to recognise, ig awielded by the nominees of an Impe
change of social and economic relatiops.Majesty. Industry would be divertdd

continued on
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The respectable ones of Europe

d

In every country of Europe to-day, indemnities, and the right of every natid

America have turned their thumbs down belligerent or neutral, Labour opposés to determine its own destinyBéside that

and have shriekédway with them'This

imperialist aggression. Labour oppos

might have been expected, it might hayeimperialism because it is the antithesis
been provided for in advance. Bourgeoigiefreedom. It has been said that nothing
Europe and Americais outraged, woundednearly so important to a subject race as
inits tenderest parts, perhaps permaneftlyact of its subjection. Labour in ever
injured. And so it howls because the country is a subject race and in son
Bolsheviks have exposed their secregtscountries like our own, it is a subject ra

psformula the greatest military victories arg
ofas nothing. That formula must b
isultimately triumphant; not now, perhap
hebut in the days to come that formula wi

y in our opinion, be the outstanding featu
neof Europe's years of agony. The Ente
e Powers were aware, according to Dr.

How is life to be lived, they say, if everyl- within a subject nation. Being so, Labolir Dillon, of the imminence of a revolutio

thing one doesis to be known to and by
ignorant, illiterate mob? We cannot dou
that the secrets so exposed to the vul
gaze were valuable secrets to the capi
ists, commercialists and industrialists
Europe and America. They had been h{
as family secrets by tHaoble families"
because, according to Lord Robert Ceq
a workingman is incapable of unde
standing the intricacies of foreign politic
But now workingmen have arisen who a
not only capable of such understandi
butare honestas well. Of courseitwas |
so much the capacity of the workman th
Lord Robert Cecil doubted, it was hi
transparent honesty, his sincerity, h
earnestness he distrusted.

It is true that the Labour Parties
Europe have no tradition in the art ¢

diplomacy, no skill in the tactful lying andg

mazy intrigue which gives itself the na
of Foreign Affairs. He does not think i
terms of military strategy and consequen

does not worry very much about "safg

frontiers and carefully rounded-of

Empires. These are not by any means {
lines of the workers' thoughts. He may lje

a mere materialist, to these high-bro

diplomats, but it is a fact that he thinkg

more of his own land and his own ho
than he does about the necessity
fortifying the Suez Canal or coaling
stations in the China Seas. These thing
not interest him generally, and even whd
he understands their significance
opposes them strenuously.

ecan and does understand that subjectio

alin consequence, Labour is in favour
bf freedom everywhere, in favour of the fred
blddevelopment of human genius in all i
aspects and under its many national guig

- with equanimity any encroachment upg
. that very meagre stock of liberty whic
rethe world possessed at the outbreak of
hgwar, rather, that stock must be increas
ot
at Labour in Russia was and is honest.
S consequence it has given to the worlg
isformula which was worth a Czar's thror]
to have given."No Annexations, no

nNisn Russia. The revolution was to ha

bt a hateful burden; a burden that cannot gndbeen a post-waroup d'etaby the Cadet
jashould not be borne cheerfully or willingly.

Party led by Milioukoff. But bread proved
bf stronger than promises and the revoluti
stcame earlier than was anticipated. Thq
s was yet another accident. Revolutiona
esRussia having triumphed, having givd

il,Labour, therefore, cannot contemplateits formula to the world, decided to b

n honest and as might have been exped
h stand by its own formularather than by t
heCzar's treaties.
bd.
Kerensky tried the diplomatic metho
Inof moving his nominal allies. He aske
adefinitely for a revision of war aims an
e was, not very politely, turned down.
were interested in thes&var aims"
negotiations because we thought of t
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n

small nations that were to be liberats
from the menace of the Hun. The savio
of small nations preferred diplomati
procrastination to the honesty displayjq
by the Russian Soviet and so the Maxim
ist displaced Kerensky. Kerensky tried
serve two masters; he served neither. N
we know why Kerensky failed, thé
skeleton cupboard has been opened,
no matter what is said to the contrary,
are of the opinion that the skeleto
displayed are useful. It has been said t
we guessed all that the Secret Treat
contained, but even if we did it is mug
better to know. Thanks to the Bolshevi
we know now.

We know that, with the exception d

https://www.atholbooks-sales.org
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