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The
«No Hard Border

Nationalism Here And There

On the eve of Brexit a Northern Ireland English policeman has been app
Commissioner of th@arda Siochana. Prior to this appointment Drew Harris OBE
Deputy Commissioner of the Police Service of Northern Ireland, which is the
Ulster Constabulary as re-made by the English police after 1969 to be an instru
the British State in the North, rather than an instrument of the devolved Un
communal body. His duties were to liaise with British Intelligence.

The appointing body of nine, chosen by Justice Minister Flanagan, included a
Chief Constable of the Hampshire Constabulary, Alan Marshall; and the Interim
Constable of the Scottish police, lan Livingstone. There was nobody on it f
European state. And of the 76 applicants for the job, there was not one fro
European state.

Applications were solicited. So the Government, on the eve of Brexit, decidef t
there should be no European connection and that there should be a strong conlhectioRg vvaradkar felt the need to issue
with the state that is on the way to becoming a foreign state, even by Martin Mansergthsther rallying cry in th&unday Inde-

reckoning. penden(22 July):

the

)fcepﬁ ndred years ago this country was forced
illar @f accept partition. We can never go back
eely to the borders that followed".

enta{o hard border post Brexis the oft-
Nigpeated mantra from Dublin, Belfast,

London and Brussels and it is echoed by
Mi&ery politician and party across Europe
higdd further afield. Allare agreeditshould
M@t and will not happen. Why therefore is
3H¥re any need to be concerned about the
hpcissibility of such a border?

a

"Ireland will not once again become

Freemasonry h traditional relationship with British policing. At the tim ) " ;
eemasonry has a traditional relationship sh policing € fime ollateral damage in British policy.One

1922 'Treaty', Britain insisted that Secret Societies should be curbed in Ireland—
for the Freemasons. The Secret Society of Freemasons was regarded as a
British civilisation. The Free State was therefore required to allow it to operate
and, when there were sings of backsliding in the late 1920sigh&imesissued an
editorial warning to the State.

We are not saying that Drew Harris OBE is a Freemason. In the nature of th
that is something we cannot know. But also, in the nature of the thing, the prob
is that he is. And it is therefore worth noting that the question has not been rais
in connection with his appointment.

This is the simpleton's—or the
himgoiseach's PR—view of why there is a
bilyrderinthefirst place. Varadkar appears
afathave learned nothing from those 100

years thatinter alia, included 30 years of

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 8

Ireland, Brexit and the future of the EU, Part 6 on the Left.
Ireland has chosen to align with the
European Union rather than Britain in the
Brexit negotiations. The implication is
A Straight Narrative Of The Greek Crisis that Dublin needs to forge a closer relation-
ship with Europe. Todo thatitis necessary
Greece is an unavoidable topic in the dependent relationship is with Brussels.that a clear political understanding of the
Irish Brexit debate. The crisis that started The EU's treatment of Greece added to théeU needs to be developed, an understand-
there in 2010 has reduced an EU Membergroundswell of opinion that led to the ing that does not shy away from the more
State of nearly eleven million people, with Brexit vote in the UK; and in Ireland, intractable controversies.
an economy only marginally smaller than notwithstanding the current high satis-
Ireland’s, to the status of what James Kfaction ratings for EU membership, it
Galbraith calls &Caribbean dependency remains a potent source of disaffection
of the United Statés except that the againstthe Brusselsinstitutions,especiaIIyW

Available sources on the Greek crisis
fall into three categories: first, anti-EU
orks likeAdults in the Roorny Yannis

continued on page 10, column 3
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of ending. The UN was envisaged by
Roosevelt as a power-structure of world
dominance, to be operated jointly with
Russia. He envisaged the two victorious
states ensuring peace in the world by
means of a monopoly of force.

Britain was added as a third, out of
charity. Britain wanted France as an ally
against the US. And the US added China,
which was then its client state. And so it
remains.

Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy : Clair Wills (2)
The ICC Prosecutor Warns Israel About Gaza Killings. David Morrison
Over To You, Judge Donnelly. Jack Lane (Poland and the Law)
Eamon C. Kerney (1926-2018)—An Obituary. Manus O'Riordan
Two Poems. Wilson John Haire (Fist On The Send-Button; Eating Crow)
Casement And The 'Sleepwalking' Myth Donal Kennedy

(Review of England's Care For The Truth—By One Who Know$ Both
Origin of the Handwriting in the Disputed Diaries. Tim O'Sullivan (Part 2)
Two Westminster Events. Wilson John Haire
The Russian Revolution. Brendan Clifford (100th Anniversary, Part 8)
July Brexit Summary. Dave Alvey
Biteback: Garda Chief Drew Harrison. Dave Alvey

Gay patriots? Tim O'Sullivan (Unpublished Letter)
Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Irish Water; The Irish Crash 2008;

Unmanned Electric Cars)
Some Pandy For Prince Charles?. John Morgan

It was effectively a two-state system
until the Soviet Union collapsed in 1990.
It might conceivably have been changed
thenifthe US had exerted insistent pressure
on Britain and France, but for the fact that
China had shrugged off American hege-
mony and become independent and
powerful. It is now unalterable.

(And we recall that the last time it was
united, when Russia was in disarray, it
launched the war on Saddam Hussein's
Iraq, the first eventin the modern destabil-
isation of the Middle East.)

Thelrish Timessays that the Govern-
ment"should state clearly that it will not
enterinto reciprocal deals with states that
Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: abuse their citizen's human rights or flout

A Land Value Tax! international law'"

(back page) International Law is law made my
agreement between the Veto Powers.
Everything else is mere opinion. Human
Rights once had a kind of dependable
meaning thatlasted from decade to decade,
qbut new ones are now being invented
every year and the greater part of the
world is in breach of the Human Rights
that are currently in fashion in Western
Europe.

Freemasonry seems to be a useful parhot irresponsible because there was n
of the British system of government. But kind of responsible conduct that would
its usefulness is entirely British. achieve achieve anything for them. Their

In the Irish context, the association setsonly duty in the eyes of the dominant
itself the task of unifying North and South Power on the Security Council is to die
within the British scheme of things. out, or go away, and let a 'better' people

take over the space that they leave. "Brexit has prompted a long overdue
And justwhat is wrong with the Gardai  Their death knell was rung by Britain, ~ "€cognition that Ireland has neglected

that a foreign policeman is needed to sortwhen it conquered the Middle East with mﬁg%’,\lﬁ‘;gs\,vfg;eégg {g'gé'%‘gg%sr-esétnf‘m
tbhye\r?acr);(tj.kaorrtloséte??rzteoltlil:twyng plan’  the help of John Redmond and decided 0 g orld, a stint on the security council
’ colonise it with Jews. would be well-timed. But there is no
* point in being there unless we have
Ireland is lobbying to be elected as one  Thelrish Timessupports the Irish bid, something to say."

of the minnows on the UN Security even though the Security Counti$ a
Council. Itwas onthe Security Councilin flawed, unrepresentative institution too
2001, when the World Trade Centre wasoften rendered impotent by the vetoes o
demolished. It distinguished itself by its five permanent membersbecause x
giving a moral lecture to the Palestinians "When it is united it can be a force for . And Ireland will enter a real world of
for celebrating the event. They were told immense good'(4.7.18). foreign relationships if Brexit is com-
that they would not achieve their aims by ~ The Vetoes do not render it impotent. Pleted, anditisleftaloneinthe EUwithout
behaving like that. But the Palestinians They are necessary to its existence. [tB'it@in. anditis obliged by circumstances
knew that they way they behaved had could not exist without them The USAis [© relate to Britain as a foreign state.
nothing whatever to do with the probability an absolute sovereignty, prevented by its The ventriloquist's dummy, the Irish
of achieving their aims. However badly Constitution fromjoiningany international Timesis anxious to ward off that evil day.
oringratiatingly they behaved, the Security body which infringes that sovereignty.  Itwantsthe Irish Governmentto see things
Council would make certain that their ~ The UN was formed in 1945 when the from the British viewpoint and inveigle
aims were not achieved. And so they Soviet Union and the United States broughtthe EU into becoming entangled in British
celebrated openly a resounding blow an end to the World War launched by problems and confusing relationships—
struck at the enemy. Their conduct wasBritain which Britain itself was incapable as was done with Arthur Griffith in the

The Security Council is the last place in
fwhich states engage in relations with each
other. That is not its purpose.



Treaty' negotiations—instead of tendin
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follow its separate destiny.
The Irish Government appeared all to
willing to play that part a couple of years

ago. Butitnow seemsto have been caug,hFeniaﬂS And The IRB

@)

by the will to existence of the Europeah  In his memoirs, John Devoy suggested that the reason the Irish Republican Brotherhooc

Commission, and there are moments whern America was known as tienian Brotherhoodrather than IRB) was because of fits
Simon Coveney might be mistaken for leader John O'Mahony's immersion in Keating's Foras Fet&nian", as in Fionn
Charles Haughey. Mac Cumbhaill's legendary band of Fianna.

In America Devoy joined Clan na Gael,

not the Fenian Brotherhood. It seems that the

Meanwhile thelrish Timeswarns us | |atter fell apart over their attacks in Canada, while a remnant promoted dynamite attacks
that Europe is going fascist. Itdoes thisinin England, possibly at the instigation of British agents in their midst who used|these
the highly excited way that is usual in the attacks to subvert Fenian popular and international support, and to mop up the foot

ventriloquist's dummy. soldiers involved in them.

Fintan O'Toole (June 26) writes aboyt  Here are some frequently-quoted lines from Keating's History of Irelemchg

"The trial runs for fascismthat are now | Feasa:
under way: "Millions and millions of
Europeans and Americans are learning to

"...Whereofthe testimony given by Cambrensis, Spenser, Stanihurst, Hanmer, Camden,
Barckly, Moryson, Davies, Campion, and every other new foreigner who has writien on

think the unthinkable Ireland from that time, may bear witness; inasmuch as it is almost according to the fashion
"Fascism doesn't arise suddenly in gn  of the beetle they act, when writing concerning the Irish. For it is the fashion of the beetle,
existing democracy... You have to dg when it lifts its head in the summertime, to go about fluttering, and not to stoop towards
trial runs that get people used to something ~ any delicate flower that may be in the field, or any blossom in the garden, though they be
they may initially recoil from; and they all roses or lilies, but it keeps bustling about until it meets with dung of horse or cow, and

allow you to refine and calibrate. Thatig  proceeds to roll itself therein.. Https://www.exclassics.com/ceitinn/foras. pdf

what is happening now and we would be

fools not to see it. John O'Mahony's 1857 translation of Foras Feasa cam ne read on-line here:

"One of the basic tools of fascismis the

rigging of elections—we've that trialled https://books.google.ie/books?id=dE7pMtlozskCé&printsec=frontcover&

in the election of Trump, in the Brexit source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&g&f=false

referendum and (less successfully) in the

Pat Muldowney

French presidential elections".

Socialist Party and the Catholic Church,

Party and the rise of the Labour Party iniits

Which fascism arose in an existing prought Italy into the Great War as an ally place. Winston Churchill was frankly of

democracy? And did Mussolini's rule rest of Britain on the British promise that Italy

the opinion that, if the party system became

on rigged elections? could annex large regions of the Austrian the expression of the conflict of a Capitalist
state. Fascism, in the sense of irredentisParty and a Socialist Party, the Parliament-

The only fascism we can think of that national socialism, was forged with British
made a serious attempt to rise in a func-approval in the Great War.
tional democracy is the Treatyite fascism
of the early 1930s. It was stifled by the  As to "the division of society into
democracy. mutually exclusive polarities~a system
However, Professor Garvin—the of party conflict, in other words—that
pioneer revisionist—suggests that, aswas what existed in Italy after the War

ary system could not cope with it.

A few years later he went to Rome to
praise Mussolini for finding the way to
save European capitalist civilisation from
Communism. He said that, if he lived in
Italy, he would be a fascist.

between Fianna Fail and Fine Gael, itwaspecause of the spread of Bolshevik Theway Britain coped with the stresses
the fascist Fine Gael (which said it was influence. A situation of class antagonism of the Depression was to suspend the
fascist and which raised the Blueshirts) existed which neither side could resolve operation of the party-system without
that was democratic, while the real fascisthy hecoming dominant. Democracy wasn'tsuspending Parliament. This was done by
party was Fianna Fail, whichmasqueradedfynctional because the party-political the Labour and Tory Parties forming a
as democratic. differences were too deep. So MussoliniNational Governmerdnd taking turns at
Anyhow, Fianna won a series of enteredwith his already-created nationalistbeing Prime Minister. That system of
elections—rigging them by telling lies, socialism, drew elements from both sidesNational Government continued from
no doubt!—and it wore down the into a workable combination, and estab- 1931 to 1945. This sophisticated exercise
Blueshirts without Concentration Camps |ished a regime that lasted into the nextwas made possible by the continuing
or Martial Law. World War. influence of that distinctive English
institution, the ruling class—which was

Another tool of preparatory Fascismis _ Fascism was the means by which “° " upper class.

"the generation of tribal identities, the Capitalist civilisation was saved from

division of society into mutually exclusive COMmunist civilisation in Europe when

polarities". ) .
the Parliamentary system to cope with.

Well, in the pioneering fascism, the

Italian, thé'generation of tribal identities" There was some discussion in English
was done when Mussolini blended political circles around 1920 about the

irredentist Nationalism with Socialism in limits of Parliamentary democracy. This

the party conflict became too intense for

Churchill went on to become the hero
of the Anti-Fascist War of post-1945
mythology. But he never subscribed to
the notion that it was a crusade against
Fascism.

He praised Hitler for pulling Germany

1914-15 and, against the opposition of thewas caused by the crumbling of the Liberal together again after the dreadful things
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that were done to it in 1919. In 1919 he are suffering oppression by Jews on a patently, been made an issue of in the Zionist
had wanted to form an alliance with it to with the European hostility to Jews that campaign to brand the British Labour
make war on Communist Russia. Whenled to the attempt to exterminate them— Party as anti-Semitic. It has focussed
he came to power in 1940, the war thatan attempt in which many more than attention ona pastthatwas all but forgotten.
Britain had declared on Germany was Germanswere involved, and most actively But perhaps the Zionists reckon that their

lost, and the only alternative to a settlementinvolved.
was to try to bring about a war between
Germany and Russia.

When that happened, he had to go into

alliance with Russia, but he neverwaveredWor d—by the break-up of Empires, amove

in his opinion that the basic enemy was that is usually presented as a progressiv
Russia. And he never became an anti- yp prog

) : . achievement of the Great War, and the
fascist. He let fascist Spain and Portugal : . ) .
L hurried establishment in their place of
be. He would have let Mussolini be if he

had not joined Germany in the War at the national-democratic states with inadequate

national development, whose nationalism
moment when Germany seemed to havq
won it. ay ahead of them.

Anti-Semitism was stimulated by
democratisation. It was the expansion of
the German state after the British declar-
ation of war on it in 1939—after collabor-
ating with it since 1933—that opened the
way for drastic anti-Semitic action. But

The doctrine cor_mnues. it typically that German initiative would not have
comes to power with about 40 per cent L .
been so effective if it had not met with a

supportand then uses control andintimid _ . i
. . " friendly response around Eastern Europe.)

ation to consolidate that powerand

maybe brings about full employment

where thee was mass emplovment before? Jewish colonisation in Palestine under
ploy British Imperial protection beganin 1919.

In 1936 Britain made war on attempted
Palestinian resistance. After Britain
suddenly, and unexpectedly, declared war
on Germany—after six years of collab-
oration with Hitler—Palestinian leaders
looked to the enemy's enemy as a friend
Zionist propaganda made much of this

(The great secret of European history is
that anti-Semitism was unleashed, or
perhapsstimulatedwould be a better

Fascism does not need a majorjtiie
ventriloquist's dummy says. But it does,
you know. Itisonly functional of decisive
majorities.

The impending Holocaust in Britain is
not mentioned in the litany of awfulness
setin motion by Trump and Putin. Isthere
a spark of sense in the dummy, after all?

The three Jewish papers in Britain have
declared that there is ndlan existential
threat to Jewish life in Britain" They
exhort any Jews in the Labour Party to
leave it, and advise Jews in general to
make plans to leave Britain if Jeremy
Corbyn, the new Hitler, becomes Prime
Minister.

The leading campaigner against Corbyn
as a'"fucking anti-Semite'ls Margaret
Hodge, MP, who was for many years his
close ally on the way-out Left of the
British Labour Party. Hodge—who is
part of the Oppenheimer connection—
has discovered after all these years tha
Corbyn has a fierce racial animosity
against Jews.

colonial Jewish nationalism and merged it
with the European oppression of Jews.

British sponsorship of the Jewish
colonisation of Palestine was intended to
create a Jewish state within the British
Empire, kept within bounds by the Empire,
but after 1945 it broke loose and launched
an unrestrained terrorist campaign against
the British authorities. Britain meekly
{hrew in the towel, and the Zionist terror
urned on the Arab population.

The United Nations—a handful of states
then—decided that the world belonged to
it to do what it pleased with. It awarded
half of Palestine to the Jews to be their
state. But, despite a quarter of a century of
colonisation, half of the population of that

. ) ., ... half of Palestine was Arabic. The
The existential danger to Jewish life in . . o
construction of a Jewish state within it

Britain has sprung up in connection with was not a practical possibility.

the latest measures of Jewish racist : " .
. . The firstact of the new Jewish authority
legislation, enacted democratically by :
o ) recognised by the UN was to reduce the
Israel, which isthe only democracy inthe ) . .
Arab population by direct action.

M|ddle E"?‘St—as ideologists of Zionism Hundreds of thousands were driven out.
like to point out.

Corbyn is perhaps the most thorough
anti-racist in British politics, but Hodge
spied his cloven hoof in the form of refusal
to denounce Hamas as anti-Semitic.

The demand made on Corbynisthathe That act of ethnic cleansing in the
should put hostility to Jews by those who foundation of the Jewish state has, imprud-

Palestinian response to oppression byt

position is such that brazenness is the only
prudence—that Danton's maxim is the
only one for them:"L'audace, et encore
l'audace”.

A Jewish "self-definition" of anti-
Semitism has been drawn up. Most of it
has been written in a newly-drafted Labour
Party Code of Conduct.
point is a Jewish insistence that it is anti-
Semitic to describe the foundation of the
Jewish State (Israel) as 'aacial
endeavour’' If accepted, this would mean
that a description of the foundation of the
Jewish state, as experienced by Palestin-
ians, would have to be disciplined by the
Party as anti-Semitic.

The sticking

Jewish influence on the British media
s sharply concentrated. Interviewers are
are clearly intimidated by the Jewish
question and are on edge whenever the
case of the Palestinian side intrudes. It
took months before the point at issue
found any expression. But eventually a
vigorous young man, interviewed along
with a Jewish spokesman on Sky News,
managed to get it out—despite efforts by
the interviewer to distract him. As soon as
'he got it out, the interview was cut short.
The Jewish spokesman was relieved of
he necessity of replying.

Here is an excerpt from Sky News on

July 26th:

"Interviewer: Do you understand why
some people feel that the Labour
leadership is dragging its heels? Because
they can point to evidence. For example,
Seamus Milne... saying that the creation
of Israel was in and of itself a crime.

Aaron Bastoni(Novara Media):
Several hundred thousand people were
forced to be removed from their homes.
That was obviously not a good thing.
Should Jewish people have aright to self-
determination, a homeland of their own?
Absolutely. But if we're looking at a
historical event, 1944, 46, all the way
through to today, clearly there are things
that | think are unforgivable. Israel in
that regard is not unique. The British
State has done innumerable terrible
things. Far more. The same with the
United States. The same with France.
The same with Italy. Butthe idea that we
can just pretend that Israel was not guilty
of crimesiis, | think, not to be fair to them,
is to treat them unequally as a nation
state.

Interviewer: | am terribly sorry,
gentlemen. We are going to have to leave
it there."



But it does not meet the requirements of Jonathan Freedland of th@uardian National Socialism, and taken possession
the Jewish Stte to say that its foundationFreedland says that the self-definition of Eastern Europe in the process.
was no worse than that of any other colon-allows for the most vehement criticism of o .
ialism that rode rough-shod over an existingthe Israeli state, and even the characterisa- N Germany Christian Democracy quick-
population in the territory that it desired. tion of its policies as racist, but it disallows 1Y restored political viability in the zones
At this very moment, when its exclusive description of its foundation ds racial ~ ©ccupied by Western Armies. It did so by
racist characteris becoming plainly evident, endeavour! Butthe Chief Rabbi has stated Minimising British influence, and largely
it demands that everyone must sign arepeatedly that, while criticism of Israel is incorporating the personnel of the National
certificate of its immaculate conception. theoretically possible without being anti- Socialist administration into the Christian

, _ Semitic, itis hardly possible atallin practice. Democratic regime. And it absolutely

o of o IS LaDO Pt V5015 v sty s s Gt it oy ot
slander with the moderatepsytatement gmentinreligious Jewry thatwas not Zionist. force thathad destroyed National Socialism
It dressed in traditional Jewish style, —and without which it would probably

factmade by Aaron Bastoni. We describe ' 4 50 icp customs, and lived a selfhave continued. There are certainly no

it as moderate because he did not mentior, ;e jife hut did not recognise Israel grounds for thinking it would have been
that the Labour Party was in Government

11945 and had resbonsibility for ensuring &S € 2uthentic Jewish State because it preaverthrown by internal forces. _
that the Jewish colc?nialism v>\//hich Britaing empted the coming of the Messiah. We Sermany was u_nlted pter e Soviet
Set in motion in 1917 should not wreak J2ther thatthis element has recently becoméystem collapsed in 1990, and the East
Havoc on the lives of the Palestinian Zionist because the Messiah has comeWas subjected to political colonisation
opulation, but reneged on its obligations And a letter condemning the Labour Party from Wes? Germany. i iti
ﬁ‘lt[?’]e face’ofJewisr?terrorism g as anti-Semitic, signed by 68 rabbis was _Thevarious East European nationalities

published inThe Guardiarof 16th July. within the Soviet system, whose national-
Andthe rightof Jews to self-determina-  |n the BBC's coverage of the anti- ity had been cultivated by the system,

tion: a right which required the rooting- Semitic charge made against the Labourduickly foundtheir feetas Western nation-
out of another people! Party, Newsnightinterviewer Emily  States. But, within Russia itself, there was

Maitlis took it that reference to Nazism Political and economic disintegration.
bad been cut out of the Partgsde of Property was 'priv:?\tised' and throyvn
Conduct It had to be explained to her that 0Nto @ market that did not really exist.
it was there, under its proper name of Privatisation took the form of giving large
National Socialism Was that a sign of chunks ofstate property into the ownership
elementary ignorance on her part, or wasOf individuals close to President YeItS|_n,
itan indication that accurate use of titles isWho had done nothing whatever to build
now to be treated as a form of anti- UP these properties._ Those were the
Semitism, and perhaps even of HolocaustCligarchs. They wereimmensely wealthy
Denial? (The historian, David Irving, OWners of property, but they were not
who described in detail the large-scale capitalists at all in the proper sense.
extermination of Jews, and the circumstan-
ces in which it was carried out, has been
legally branded a Holocaust Denier.)

Now it might be that human existence
centres on the Jews, and that all others hav
meaning only in their relationship with the
Jews, but that is something we cannot
know until it is too late. We must proceed
on other assumptions for the time being.

In the 19th century the approved view
of the Jews was that they were a religious
body like any other, owing national
allegiance—like any other—to the various
states in which they lived. The suggestion
that they were nota mere religion but were

also a nation, and did not really participate the Oligarchic anarchy of the Yeltsin era
in the life of the nations in which they is now denounced d%kleptocratic—a
lived, was condemned as anti-Semitic. . . .. regime of robbers. That might have been
The major book on the question, by the _Fascism was the National Socialist accurately applied to the Yeltsin regime,
German Marxist, Karl Kautsky, askade response to thg Internatlongllst Socialism but it wasn't
The Jews A RaceAnd the right answer  ©f the Bolshevikmovementin the genera- Many of the Oligarchs created by Yeltsin
was that they were not. tion when it was a powerful force within still exist in Russia. Putin, in restoring
The right answer was changed in 1917 European politics, national economy, has had to tack his way

by the Balfour Declaration The Jews In June 1941 the War that Britain had amongstthem. The demolition of the Soviet
were now to be regarded as a nation—udeclared on Germany in 1939 became in

; : substance a war between Fascism amgagime by Yeltsin means that the State
perhapsthe nation—though dispersed : - e ower does not exist for brushing them
t other nations. Communism. Within the British ideology . . . .
amongs . - X aside and replacing them without major
The Balfour Declaration was introduced ofthat War, National Socialism was depicted

B ' s a force that had somehow arisen Withindisruption. The construction of a capitalist
as a British war measure, designed to turr? Fystem in Russia, and the reorientation of

the Jews against Germany. Itwas opposeahebdefeated ?Q d d|tsta rm.e.(lj. G?.rmany of 191 democracy to the functioning of capitalism
by many Jews who were at ease amongst© P€come a threat to civilisation. —that is a work in progress.

the Gentiles and who protested that the Before the Second World War, Fascism ~ This isa proposa hysterical denunci-
establishment of a Jewish state would notand Communism had been characterisedation of Putin in thé&ish TimegWeekend
be possible without arevival of fundament- as forms of Totalitarianism in the Catholic Supplement, July 21st), which takes a
alist Jewish Millenarianism. And the circles which were equally opposed to step backwards to denounce Yeltsintoo—
tendency of developmentwithinthe Jewish hoth, and from which the post-1945 and, if it had taken further steps, would
state bears out that prediction. regimes of Christian Democracy developed. undoubtedly have denounced the Soviet
The journalist to the fore in branding  This concept of Totalitarianism came system as well, and the Tsarist system
Corbyn an anti-Semite, because he doego be widely adopted in the West after before it: Russia, in short—except when
notacceptwithout question the Jewish self-1945 in its Cold War antagonism with the it made war on Germany in alliance with
definition of what anti-Semitism is, is Communist force that had destroyed John Redmond, of course. .
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At this Conference she made a never- My first intimation that something was
to-be-forgotten gesture when asked byoffwas only when | read some weeks ago
Dr. Eibhear Walshe if she thought William the review by Andy Beckett in the London
eS ah O ra Trevor was as good a writer as Bowen. Review of Bookévol. 39, No. 21, 2nd
(She didn't—to put it mildly!) After that, November 2017) of Wills latest book
., everyone became very cautious and thosé_overs and Strangers: An Immigrant
They shall be spoken of among gther academics present who voiced theirHistory of Post-War Britair{Allen Lane.
their people own opinions of Bowen's work meekly London. 2017). In the text of the review
The generations shallrememberccepted Willsemphatic rejectionsf ~— Beckett refers to Clair Wills as being
them . their views. She was having none of it— "Irish", and | thought ‘what tosh and how
And call them blessed ~ and truly she was impressive. This slight, ignorantthose reviewers can be'. Butagain,
Patrick PearseThe Mother'  gaqant Englishwoman showed what sheat the very end of the extensive article, he
1916. was made of but, more important, showedrefers to her Irishness and gives the facts
"The new O'Connell Street seems to Up how easy it was to rattle the Irish as she gave them in the book itself.
me to hold now all that is most modern academics by making mincemeatofthem iy leaving the review | went to
of Irish life. There are cinemas with —and, really, they deserved it! the book and there on page 353—literally
rest,aurants and ballrooms attached, and As | e | ¢ met Clair Wills i in the last few pages—Wills finally
cafés, and the young men and women AS 1 WIOLE, 1 N&Xt MEL LAl WIES N 16t her past and acknowledges that
who throng them might belong to any I\/_Iltchelstow'n for the Trevor/Bowen
continental city. At evening, when the Literary Festival andhad the greatfortune , - i ‘syipbereen and got work in the
illuminated signs flash across the streetsOf finding her alone in the lecture room /& "o oo ac s psychiatric
or over the river, and the pavements are?d, having introduced myself, recalled | | 5"1948 ~ She went on to marry an
crowded, one does not recognise thefor her our last meeting at the event in
Dublin one knew." UCC. How, | asked her, did she feel
, _ Pamela Hinkson, finding herself in Trevor-land after her |/ (SRN) or better still a Royal Nurse
The Light on Ireland’. 1935.  performance in Cork and she burst OUt(RN) was seen as being in the lower strata

. i laughing and putting her hand to her face, " . .
The Irish have not forgotten what 4cked in a whisper would anyone else'" the "early NHS which was steeped in

itslike toliveindanger, indesperation. o of it and | assured her that other than>0¢ia! hierarchies”, so‘that Pre.IUd'CG’ or
It's the air we used to breath, even inyy hyshand—she was out of the woodsSMPle concern, about ‘lousy” Irish nurses
Dublin of my youth." ‘seeped easily into opinions about their
dworking capability. It was rare for Irish

her mother came from a small farm of 30

Englishman. Wills explained that being a
psychiatric nurse and not a State Registered

i What impressed me was how assured™" i ,
%?dn?oityﬁvéggﬁt'ya%%mgﬁ Isr(lgs;g, she was, her elegant style of clothing, herf@inees to be taken on in the teaching
The Phoenix 13th July 2018. beautifully-modulated, slightly posh, hospitals, for example, which thougr']t of
English accent, her friendliness, her charmthemselves asa cutabove therest, a better
. . and her charisma. From our talk she knew¢!@ss' of hospital. _
Clair Wills | was a Bowen scholar and | told her with ~And, addedtothe hierarchy of hospitals,
As | wrote previously in the June issue What lens |was framing my take on Bowen Was 2@ hierarchy of grades within the
of the Irish Political Review Professor and she showed genuine excitement td0SPitals. Most large institutions still had
Clair Wills went from lecturing at Queen hear of my researches. She—as | wrote—S€parate dining rooms for domestics,
Mary College, University of London, and also unusually for a scholar had gdrea orderlies, and nurses, mudike a caste
the University of Essex (both considered craic with the locals and apparently the systerh W”,I,S goes on to write that, as
to be "red-brick universities) to the  session lasted late into the night. late as 195T.a series of interviews with
heights of becoming the Leonard L. !r|§h nurses in Englapd pu'bllshed in the
Milberg Professor of Irish Letters at ~ But—andoh-how-it-kills-me-to-say-it Irish Democratvas titled: "They Treat

Princeton University and also Chair of —Sheplayed me\nd she did itwith such  Us Like Dirt...."

Princeton's Eund for Irish Studies series €lanthat | still have trouble acceptingit—  Indeedtheywouldrather have employed—

of events and seminars. She now has reaput now that the evidence is before me in - njce clean Baltic women, not of the

power in academia and a clout that veryPlack and white I just have to accept the  ‘peasant type', instead of the Irish... If

few attain to quite so quickly. bitter truth! As | wrote in my June article  they could manage without the Irish they
| wrote about her demolition job of the for thelrish Political Reviewafter dealing would".

Enalish Department's academics at uccWwith the Windrush Scandal which in no . . )
in t?]e Dec:mber 2009 issue of fiish small part was brought to me by reading Within a few years the role of 'undesir-

Political Review and again in the June Professor Wills' new book overs and Svkg;;: ;rsoen:] ?ﬁeb\fv%gf ﬁ]%?gg e?htg “&%ﬁge
issue, when she was giving the plenaryStrangers: Animmigrant History of Post- g0 o o aners. butnotin caring r(gqes As
lecture about Elizabeth Bowen called \War Britain‘(Allen Lane, London. 2017), a Ministry of Labour official explained in
'Elizabeth Bowen and the Vanishing Irish' | found that she had written another book

. . July 1953:
with particular reference to her botk ~ Previously to that and I decided thighe Y
World of Love' Jonathan Cape, London, Best are Leaving: Emigration and Post- "Most employers to-day are reluctant
1955. (The theme of the Conference was:Var Irish CulturgCambridge University to engage coloured workers... Because

; of the constant and unsatisfied demand in

School of English, University of Cork, first. Butittook ages to gethold ofitand ;- ciit tions and private domestic
6th-7th November 2009). in the meantime | kept reading and  gmployment, it is not unduly difficult to
researching. Which brought me to Andy  find openings for coloured females, but it
It Is Time Beckett alack and alas. was reported recently that a Jamaican




girl anxious to become a nurse contut
be acceptedéh Prestort

During the War it was a different tune
that the UK played. Because the Irishwere—

"recruited for munitions factories and
wartime construction sites and British
hospitals had determinedly sought out
Irish labour... In 1943 the Ministry of
Labour posted a UK 'liaison officer' in
Dublin, whose job was to channel Irish
labour to the most needed areas in
Britain... By 1944 Mr. Toms, the chief

The need for cleansing treatment is gyoted, there is nothing about George

very real: onthe evening when the Service
was inspected, 26 out of 55 men and 18
out of 22 women examined required
treatment... It cannot be dispensed with,
and itis better that it should be carried out
by their own people who understand the
conditions under which they have been
living rather than risk the girls being
ostracized by their fellow workers or
room mates in Great Britain."

Wills writes wryly about a certain

Lansbury, Deputy Leader of the Labour
Party in Britain, who really wrote:

"l just long to see a start made on this
job of reclaiming, recreating rural Eng-
land. | can see the village greens with the
Maypoles once again erected and the
boys and girls, young men and maidens,
all joining in the mirth and foll of May
Day".

John Betjeman wasn't the only one to

Doctor Ethna MacCarthy who thought hope taresetBritain's culture, nor indeed

liaison officer, had a small team working

for him on hospital recruitment, including  that Irish girls were "dirty’ due to various
nursing officers stationed in Cork. superstitions and rural customs:

Limerick, Athlone and Sligo, whose job
it was to visit the girls who had applied
‘for England’ and decide how suitable
they would be. They were loud in their
complaints. The girls, they claimed, were
more often than not dull-witted and
unkempt, and in order to get about the
country to interview them the nurses had
to travel on trains that 'are most uncom-
fortable and in almost all cases vermin-
ous'.Lice, as we have seen in relation to
the delousing stations at Holyhead and
Liverpool, featured rather heavily in
discussions of wartime and post-war
immigration".

"One wartime nursing recruitment
officer on a visit to Dublin claimed that
evenamong the 'better class' of applicant,

Prime Minister John Major in more recent
times. And now they have Brexit—is not
that the reateset wanted by the majority

She certainly seems to have treatedof British people today?

these young women from small, poorly

equipped and unmoderized farms with — \yijis goes back to her personal story
disdain. Her condescension acts as a

useful reminder that there are no nationaland now | ulnderstand much more about

boundaries on snobbery." her and don't blame her for putting on her

particular armour because this is how

MacCarthy— success is earned in Britain and now in
"was the young woman whom Samuel |reland too. She recalls:

Beckett had loved when they were both

students at Trinity College in the mid- “Butevery summer, 'we went’home’ to

the farm where my mother was born and

1920s. She appeared as 'Alba’ in his early
fiction and poetry, and was the most
likely source of the dreamlike memory of
lost fulfilment in his play 'Krapp's Last

Tape'.

Wills tartly observes that she was the

the rate of women found to be 'verminous’ kind of doctor who would most certainly
W‘?‘ISW Valesrillgreg;(ercise dinmy mind about have treated the Irish labourer ‘Dénall
the advisability or requiring women M_ac Amhlaigh—whose first (_ancounter
coming over for nursing to undergo this With the NHS he was to recall with wonder
ordeal, but when | saw the records and—Wwould "give him to understand he was
realised that 85% of the women were not a person but a begdar(The latter's

dirty, I feltit was most essential that they book wasAn Irish Navvy: The Diary of an

should be examined, even if they are Exile, trans. Valentin Iremonger. Collins

quite a different type from the women prass Cork 2003.)

being submitted for work in factories.' ' ’ '
"By 1948 the Dublin authorities were

arguing that there was no further need forbecame theersonathat she must have
medical examinations, since mostwomen

left under their own steam and therefore ca_refully constructed as an immigrant's
did not go through the Liaison Officer Cchild. No one could possibly realise that,
procedures."

So, no wonder Professor Clair Wills

) o . mic, was the smaflunmodernized farm"
Wills stresses that the Liaison Officer— i skibbereen. Reading aboutthelous-

"Organised permitS, sorted outtransport |ng Stationsl,| created here in Ireland and

behind the beautifully elegant posh acade-

sometimes at Christmas too. And for
years after that | would take my own
children on the same journey, in which
we played out the contradictions of
emigrant belonging. Each July back in
the 1960s and 1970s, the six members of
my family, plus the dog, would load
ourselves into the Vauxhall Viva to drive
the six hours to Swansea (before the M4
motorway was finished) to board the
Swansea—Cork ferry, and then drive a
further couple of hours to West Cork.
When we climbed stiffly out of the car at
my auntand uncle's farm we were greeted
by agentle ritual which never failed to
unsettle meAs our parents bundled off to
pour tea and open a bottle with the grown-
ups, our six cousins would gather
awkwardly round the four of us and one
by one they would say, rather solemnly,
‘Welcome home'. They were echoing their
own parents, of course, and the many
greetings they had heard to returning
emigrants over the yeaBut | was not at
home."

Clair Wills also goes on to state that the

and hostel arrangements, helped with taxEngland by the British, was a complete Irish Government got in on the act by

allowances, and, in a good number of revelation for me.

cases, paid both the fare and a subsistence |n all the accounts of the Irish emigrating

grant to tide the workers over until their . England written in recent times, there

first wages came through".

Thus the necessities of labour shortagepractice. Why? Irish history has been so
during the war required such measures toferociously revised that maybe it needs to
attract the Irish and others to Britain. But, whitewash accounts of the British/Irish
with the arrival of the insecticide, DDT— 'special relationship'So, while our acade-

has not been a word about this hideous

holding—

"Welcome Home Week festivals in
towns and villages across the country.
These were mostly damp-squib affairs
consisting of a parade home-made floats
down an often rather chilly main street in
the middle of August."

| lived in the hinterland of Millstreet

"now distributed throughoutthe country Mics and journalist look for brutish beha- g never once heard of these events. But
—the threat of typhus was negligible. viourinthisisle of ours with the fervour of then as a family we too were busy welcom-

But the British Ministry of Labour was 16th witch-hunters, they carefully avert
Sti”Concerned,fearing theyWOUld attract their inquiring gaze from our next door
'public odium' for billeting lousy Irish. A neighbour.

visit to the Dublin recruitment service in
May 1948 suggested lice checks were

still necessary: about'homely maidengs so often (mis)

ing homeour people—even those who
had gone to work and live in Dublin! My
mother's open arms and her quite often
While Eamon de Valera's comment tearful'welcome homeavere for everyone
who had left our fold and had made lives

7



for themselves in places ranging fro
Canada, England to Dublin and all roa

in between. But she would never have put

up with the response of a Professor Cl
Wills and really who else would?

But perhaps now | can see there is
self-protectiveness about Wills and n
the arrogance that I first thought! All th
time that Wills wasnar-eadhwide-eyed
about her forays into literary festiva
here, sh&knew the terrairas well as a
native.

So, why the pretence at Mitchelstow
when she had spent all her holidays
West Cork some 85 miles away? | felt
firstlike a proper eejit because | genuine
answered her questions thinking them
be actual truth-seeking enquiries when
the time she knew the lay of the land.

But, as | read her book, | have mellow
my opinion of her to the point of uttg
understanding. One does what one m
and in the end it really is that simple. T
navigate from Skibbereen to Princeton
now that is a story worth telling an
pursuing which | fully intend to do in my
next article.

m
isNo Hard Border Mantra

market! This is cloud cuckoo land or more
accurately, a paradise for the smuggling/
entrepreneurs.
Theno hard bordemantra is based on
war. If Britain simply created the border, the belief that any such border would give
ano doubt it can get rid of it. Hence the rise to another war similar to the last. But
pt constant requests that Britain explain, andthe last war was not fought over the border.
e make a legally-binding declaration on, It was fought, and succeeded, because it
how it will ensure no hard border. Appar- was based on the inferior position of the
s ently, it's a matter that can be solved bynationalist minority in Northern Ireland,
such declarations. Naiveté would be toodespite taking the form of demanding a
kind a word for such views. united Ireland.
Nationalists fought for gplace in the

’ continued
Alir

He goes on to explain that

n i : sun‘and they gotit. The war was sustained

in _ "The United Kingdom has ruled out for decades on that reality.

ot the easiest and most obvious solution

| whichistoformacustomsunionwiththe  Therewasa war about the border in the

Y EU and to stay in the single market. So, 1950s and it was a total failure because it

0 e must find other solutions that respect yag only about the border and not the

Al Elhoen'ltntsg;% togrtll;ecsk:ggr]rls-;?g?i(r?; a:)r;/d situation that Nationalists were actually
Britain. This won't be easy and no matter gxpenencmg in Northern Ireland. They

Ly how close, will most likely involve the ignored that war.

r gﬁgdaifrc’rof&we new checks in our ports 11,4 jneyitable attacks on any new border

List ports. infrastructure will not sustain awar similar

0  Sowe have the prospect of new checksto that of 30 years. A situation may arise

— at ports and airports, and hundreds of newthat could sustain such a war again, and is

0 custom officers, to protect the integrity of very likely to do so, at some stage, but it
the European Single Market—but none atWwill not be over the EU border in Ireland.
the more than 300 mile border of the samelt will be over something more fundamental.

Julianne Herlihy ©

Jack Lane

The ICC Prosecutor
Warns Israel About Gaz

In a statement on 8th April 2018, the
Prosecutor of the International Criminal of Palestinian deaths and injuries has
Court (ICC), Fatou Bensouda, warned soared, 60 being killed on 14th May, the .
that those responsible for the killing of day the US transferred its embassy from
Palestinians near the Gaza border withTel Aviv to Jerusalem. By 12th July,
Israel might be prosecuted by the ICC. according to the UN Office for the Co-

She said:

"Itis with grave concern that | note th
violence and deteriorating situation i
the Gaza Strip in the context of rece
mass demonstrations. Since 30 Mar

Small wonder that thousands of Palestin-
ians were prepared to risk life and limb to
a KI“IﬂgS protest about their conditions.
PALESTINE GRANTS JURISDICTION
To THE ICC
The Prosecutor’'s warning is entirely
justified. The ICC can try individuals
accused of war crimes, crimes against
humanity. and genocide. if it is granted
the jurisdiction to do so. The Palestinian
authorities granted it jurisdiction on 1st
ﬁ]anuary 2015 by submitting a declaration
to the ICC under Article 12(3) of the
ICC’s Rome Statute

Since the Prosecutor’s warning, the toll

ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN
e OCHA), 146 Palestinians had been killed
n and15,415injured since the protests bega
nt on 30 March2]. Of the injured, 8,246
chrequired hospital treatment. No Israeli

2018, at least 27 Palestinians have beertivilians or soldiers have been killed as a
reportedly killed by the Israeli Defence resylt of the protests.
Forces, with over athousand more injured,

many, as a result of shootings using live  These protests, which are demanding

"declaring that the Government of the
State of Palestine hereby recognizes the
jurisdiction of the Court for the purposes
of identifying, prosecuting and judging
authors and accomplices of crimes within

ammunition and rubber-bullets. Violence an end to Israel’s blockade of Gaza and

against civiliansin a situation such as the .
one prevailing in Gaza — could constitute Fhe right of return for refugees, took place

crimes under the Rome Statute .[1] " the weeks leading up to the 70th
anniversary of the Nakba, when, as the

Israeli state came into being, around

750,000 Palestinians were driven from By backdating the acceptance of ICC
their homes and have never been allowedurisdiction to this date, the Palestinian
toreturn. About 200,000 of these refugeesauthorities hope that it will be possible for
were forced into Gaza, where they andthe ICCto indictIsraeli military personnel

their descendants live today and make ugfor actions on or after that date, including
in Palestine may be subjected to my approximately 70% of Ga_za's 1.8 miIIiop du_r_ing Operation Protectivg Edge, Israel’s
Office’s scrutiny. This applies to the population. They live in miserable condi- military assault on Gaza in July/August
events of the past weeks and to any futuretions under a severe economic blockade2014, when more than two thousand
incident." imposed by Israel more than a decade agoPalestinians were killed.

the jurisdiction of the Court committed
in the occupied Palestinian territory
including East Jerusalem, since June 13,
_ 2014".[3]

She continued:

"I remind all parties that the situation
in Palestine is under preliminary
examination by my Office [see below].
While a preliminary examination is not
an investigation, any new alleged crime
committed in the context of the situation



Thisis notthefirsttime thatthe Palestin-
ian authorities have attempted to grant the
ICCjurisdiction by means of a declaration

"R EFERRAL" BY PALESTINE * extermination

AS A STATE PARTY

ST « deportation or forcible transfer
Understandably, Palestinian leaders are

L of population
ofthiskind. On21stJanuary 2009, shortly frustrated that more than three years have

after Operation Cast Leadthe first of  elapsed without any obvious progress
Israel’s three major military assaults on peing made in bringing Israel to book for

Gaza, they made a similar declaraféh  alleged offences committed in the occup- Article 8 of the R Statute lists th
But this was not accepted by the ICC jed Palestinian territories over manyyears. ‘o © Of th€ Rome Slalute Iists the

Prosecutor, because at that time Palestinq'hese offences have continued unaba‘[e(?’cnons that constitute'aar crime”. They

had not been recognised by the UN as &ince January 2015 when the Prosecutof"¢lude:

state. began her preliminary examination, the  wilful killing
killing of over a hundred civilians by the
Israeli military on the Gaza border since
30th March being the most conspicuous.

¢ torture
« the crime of apartheid

ltwas recognised by the UN in Novem- * torture or inhuman treatment

ber 2012, whenthe UN General Assembly
passed resolution 67/19 (by 138 votes to
9) granting Palestine observer rights at the
UN as d'non-member statednd specify-
ing its territory to be"the Palestinian
territory occupied since 1967that s, the
West Bank (including East Jerusalem)
and Gaza.

« extensive destruction and approp
riation of property, not justified
by military necessity

« unlawful deportation or transfer

or unlawful confinement
« taking of hostages
« intentionally directing attacks
against the civilian population as
such or against individual civil-
ians not taking direct part
in hostilities

« intentionally directing attacks
against civilian objects, that is,
objects which are not military
objectives

The Palestinian leaders have been
providing the Prosecutor with regular
monthly reports detailing what they claim
are ongoing offences by Israel. And,inan
effort to expedite matters, on 15th May
2018 Palestine made a fornfie¢ferral”

7] as a state party about thsituation in

to gggg uts ig{;g{,sn;h: (I)Dfrf(:eoiu_tl?rri;/\(lj?;%tal alestine'to the ICC under Articles 13(a)
P : and 14 of the Rome Statute:

on 1stJanuary 2015 and to open a prelimin-
"The State of Palestine, pursuant to

ary examination into thdsituation in |

Palestine’on 16th January 2015 (see ICC ~ Articles 13(2) and 14 of the Rome Statute

press release, 16 January 2(8D. ofthglntgrnqtlonal Cr!mlnal 'Court,.refgrs
’ the situation in Palestine for investigation and many more.

by the Office of the Prosecutor and speci-

fically requests the Prosecutor to investi-

gate, in accordance with the temporal INTO OCCUPIED TERRITORY

jurisdiction of the Court, past, ongoing

and future crimes within the court's  One of the latter, in Article 8.2(b)(viii),

jurisdiction, committed in all parts of the jg—

territory of the State of Palestine.”

According to the ICC Prosecutor’s
Office, the goal of such a preliminary
examination is"to collect all relevant
information necessary to reach a fully
informed determination of whether there
is a reasonable basis to proceed with an

investigation® Overthree years later, this It's unclear why this wasn't done on
S unciear why this wasn't done once  q;jjian population into the territory it

preliminary examination is still going on. Palesti
tin m tate party to the Statut
In other words, the Prosecutor has yet to, Cyo: e beca neastate partytothe State oecupies”.
n April 2015. It's also unclear whether a

ke decsion 2 10 Mt r0Ceed e now wil oxpecic progress _Obously, hiswarcrimers of parics
ually lead tothe prosécution of individuals. towards aninvestigation—in her resp_onselaf relevance becagse |srae! has tra_msferred
The Prosecutor's 2017 annual report to the"referrf_;ll"_, the Proseguto_r implied around GOO’OQO of|t_s own citizensintothe
. . PO ihat the preliminary examination would West Bank, including East Jerusalem,
published in December 2017, gave no proceed as befofg]. territory it has occupied since 1967. So,
indication about when this decision will there is very little doubt that war crimes,
be made. WHAT ACTIONS CONSTITUTE A CRIME  as defined by thRome Statutdave been
AGAINST HUMANITY /WAR CRIME?  committed —and will continue to be com-

If the Prosecutor does proceed to openmitted for the foreseeable future, since it
an investigation into the "situation in is inconceivable that any future Israeli
Palestine", then charges may eventuallyGovernment will cease this colonisation
be brought against individuals for commit- project voluntarily or that sufficient inter-
ting war crimes and/or crimes against national pressure will be applied to make
éhumanity. These individuals are likely to it cease.

lhave been acting for the Israeli state at the
time of their offence, but it's possible that
members of Hamas and other Palestinia
paramilitary groups will also be indicted.

Article 7 of the Rome Statute lists the
ctions that constitute a crime against
umanity. A key feature of such a crime
is that it is an actcommitted as part of a
widespread or systematic attack directed
against any civilian population" Such
acts include:

TRANSFER OF CIVILIAN POPULATION

"the transfer, directly or indirectly, by
the Occupying Power of parts of its own

(A state normally grants jurisdiction to
the ICC by becoming a state party to the
Rome StatuteOn 2nd January 2015, the
Palestinian authorities deposited the
relevant documents for that purpose with
the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon
who announced on 6th January 2015 th
the Rome Statutsvill enter into force for
the State of Palestine on April 1, 2015"
[6]. So, if the Palestine authorities had
chosen this route to granting the ICC
jurisdiction, the Court would not have
been able to prosecute crimes committed;1
before 1st April 2015. That was why the
Palestinian authorities chose tdeclara-
tion" route, which means that crimes
committed on or after 13th June 2014,
including during Operation Protective
Edge can be prosecuted.)

Inthe light of this, there is@ima facie
case thatthe Israeliindividuals responsible
r"for this colonisation project, including the
present Prime Minister, are guilty of war
crimes. And it may be that Americans and
others who provide funds for the project
could be prosecuted for aiding and abetting
theirwar crimes. Boththe US Ambassador
to Israel, David Friedman, and the US
President's son-in-law, Jared Kushner,
have provided funds for settlement

e murder building.
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THE MAVI MARMARA REFERRAL the Israeli military against civilians near References:

Israel already had a brush with the ICC the border with Gaza was much more[1] www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=
whenin May 2013 the Union of the Como- serious than Israel's military assault on the@llgm'oogﬁ:c:g: orgicontenyhumanitarian
ros, which is a state party to the Rome Mavi Mar_mara And_there_ are many other snapshot-casualties-context-demonstrations-
Statute, referred the Israeli military assaultrelevant instances in which arguably war - gng-hostilities-gaza-30-march-12-0
on theMavi Marmaraship on 31st May crimes have been committed by Israeli[3] www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/PIDS/press/
2010 to the Prosecutor. This assault tookindividuals, for example, by organising Palestine_A_12-3.pdf
place in international waters, when it was the transfer of Israeli citizens to occupied [4] Www.icc-Cpi.inUNR/rdonlyres/74EEE201-
part of a humanitarian aid convoy to Gaza,territories. So, the likelihood is that the (2)gg{%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬁgzlc?:r;%i%icz:{ Sg? il
and resulted in the deaths of 9 civilian Prosecutor will eventually find that war [5) www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/press%620
passengers. ThMlavi Marmarawas crimes have been committed, but it is a and%20media/press%20releases/Pages/
registered in the Comoros Islands andconsiderable step from that to identify the pr1083.aspx
under Article 12.2(a) of the Rome Statute, individuals responsible and build cases[6] www.telegraph.co.uk/inews/worldnews/
the ICC has jurisdiction in respect of crimes against them so that they can be indicted m;g:ll:;?nsiZﬁieositr']r_'\';:fgrt_mgyciﬁtz_gﬁgﬁl
committed, not only in the territory of a and warrants issued by the ICC for their failed-UN-stateJhood-bid.htmI
state party, but also on ships or aircraftarrest. [7] www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=
registered in a state party. 180522-otp-stat _

However, in November 2014, Prosecu-  However, evenifindividuals are indict- [8} www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=
For Fa_tou_Bensoud_a refused _to open ane(_j, i_t's unlikely that _they will ever face 918v(\)l\?v€\}2.i-(c:)é?(;;s)ﬁ:1t/en_menus/icc/press%ZO
investigation, despite concluding that— trial in The Hague, since the ICC cannot ™ 3nqos20media/press%20releases/Pages/otp-

"there is a reasonable basis to believelly People inabsentia—and, since Israel  statement-06-11-2014.aspx

that war crimes under the jurisdiction of isnotaparty tothe ICC, it has no obligation [10] www.icc-cpi.int/CourtRecords/CR2018_

the International Criminal Court... were to hand people over to the ICC for trial. 03690.PDF

committed on one of the vessels, the However, like Sudanese President Omar David Morrison

Mavi Marmara, when Israeli Defense  passan al-Bashir, whom the ICC charged 19 July 2018

Forces intercepted the ‘Gaza Freedomyyith Genocide in 2008, indicted indivi

Flotilla’ on 31 May 2010"[9] . .

uals would have to avoid travelling tp

Nevertheless, she decided th#te states that are party to the ICC lest theylbe

potential case(s) likely arising from an arrested and handed over. ..
investigation into this incident would not The Greek Crisis

g ; o E -
be of ‘sufficient gravity’ to justify further On 13th July, a Pre-Trial CT\%E]ObTeEr bt continued

action by the ICC” It is true that Artlcle the ICCissued'®ecision on Information| Varoufakis (2017)Velcome to the Poison
17.1(d) of theRO_”?e Statut_eeqw_res @ and Outreach for the Victims of the Situp- Chaliceby James K Galbraith (2016), and
case to bé.Of sufficient gra\I/'|ty o justify  tion in Palestinel10Q]. Init, the Chamberl The Inside Story of Syriza's Story to Save
further action by the Court”. ordered the ICC administration— Greeceby Paul Mason (2015); second,
But, when the Union of the Comoros websites and academic studies providing

. ; "to establish, as soon as practicablg, a; . . .
applied to the ICC for a review of the system of publicinformation and outreagh information for investors, lik€he Greek

Prosecutor's decision, the ICC Pre-Trial  aciivities for the benefit of the victim$ D€PtRestructuring: an Autopby Zettel-
Chamber upheld the application and  and affected communitiesin the situatign Meyer, Trebesh and Gulati (2013); and

requested the Prosecutor to reconsider her in Palestine” third, economic studies of the sovereign
decision notto initiate aninvestigation. In 4 debt crisis like The Euro Crisis and its
their conclusion, the judges asserted that Aftermathby Jean Pisani-Ferry (2014).

the Prosecutor made a series of errors in ~ "create an informative page on the  Conspicuously missing is an authorita-
assessing the gravity of potential cases if Court's website, especially directed [o tive political history from an EU perspect-
aninvestigation were carried outandurged '€ Victims of the situation of Palestinel’. je It is as though the EU takes little
hertoreconsider her decisionnottolaunch | jssuing the order, the Chambgr interestinthe political struggles that have
an investigation as soon as possible.  recalled the important role played Hy 90N€ into its making. This is probably a
Despite these critical words from the yictims in the Court proceedings, arjd consequence of the triumph of economic
judges, the Prosecutor mounted an appealeferred to the obligation on the Court fo lo€ralism, which downplays the primacy
against this request toeconsider; but  permit the views and concerns of tihe ©f Politics and statecraft. In any case,
her appeal was rejected by the ICC Appealsyictims to be presented as appropriate, C"€€C€ is an unavoidable topic for under-
Chamber on November 2015. She wasincluding during the current preliminary Standing the present state of the EU.

therefore obliged tdreconsider”her  examination stage. The order promised  This article starts with an account of the
November 2014 decision not to mount anthat'when and if the Prosecutor takes the present state of the Greek economy and
investigation. In November 2017, she gecision to open an investigation, the then provides a straight narrative summary
announced that, after appropriate Chamberwil,inasecondstep, give further of the crisis from 2009 to the defeat of the
‘reconsideration;'she was sticking toher - instructions! first Syriza Government. The next article
original decision in November 2014. in the series will examine questions raised
in the narrative about the EU, about the
relevance of the revolutionary predisposi-
tion of socialist groupings like Syriza, and
about Greece itself.

This unusual step by the Pre-Trig

CONCLUSION Chamber, which implies that victims qf

Will the Prosecutor’s preliminary war crimes exist in Palestine, was taken
investigation into the "situation in independently of the ICC Prosecutqr

Palestine" suffer the same fate? It seem<Could this be a gentle nudge to her |to

unlikely. Onits own, the use of live fire by initiate a formal investigation? THE CURRENT STATE OF GREECE




At time of writing (July 2018) Greece lation was enough to alert international ments, itis necessary to note how a meeting
is set to leave its bailout Programme, market analysts to the reality that they hadbetween Angela Merkel and Nicholas
which will formally end on August 20. All  been mistaken in treating the Eurozone asSarkozy in Deauville, Normandy on 19th
the economic indicators testify to the a unit. The cost of Greek Bonds rose October 2010 affected market sentiment.
gargantuan failure of that Programme: thequickly against the cost of German Bonds At the meeting agreement was reached
debtof the State is 180% of Gross Domesticand this had a knock-on effect on otherthat a distinction needed to be made
Product (GDP); this 320 billion public Eurozone sovereigns, especially Ireland.between Member States unable to pay
debt burden stands as a long-term block toThe problems emanating from a small their debts and those needing temporary
economic recovery; the economy hasitselfEuropean economy quickly became aassistance. This understanding was sub-
declined in size by 26% over the eight major international problem as institu- sequently endorsed by the other Euro-
years; wages have fallen by nearly 20%,tional investors focussed on the incom- area countries. The markets interpreted
with pensions and welfare payments cutpleteness of the Economic and MonetaryDeauville as a change in the rules of the
by 70%; the size of the public sector hasUnion underpinning the Euro. game that would facilitate the writing off
reduced by 26%; unemployment has An immediate problem was that the of sovereign debt held by banks, and the
dropped slightly as a result of emigration Euro system had no mechanism for costof Greek, Irish and Portuguese Bonds
and stands at 20%, with a youth unemploy-handling a sovereign default. More omin- increased accordingly. As Jean Pisani
ment rate of 43% (statistics fronGsfeece  ously, there was deep division among Ferry states, It took much precious time
'turning a page' as eurozone agrees dealEurope's leaders on what to do aboutto correct the mistakg The Euro Crisis
to end financial crisi§ Guardian, 26 June Greece. While German and other Northernand its Aftermathp. 94).

2018). European politicians advocated involving  As the crisis continued to deteriorate in
the IMF and admitting that Greece was the first half of 2011, the need for areview

The ending of the bailout is being spun bankrupt, ECB and French representativesof the bailout strategy became unavoid-
by Brussels and Athens as a recoveryargued that Europe needed to solve its owrable. At an extraordinary summit of the
milestone but this distorts the underlying problems and that a sovereign default of aEuropean Council on 21st July, ©109
picture. The International Monetary Fund Eurozone State could not be countenancedbillion from the EU and IMF was promised
(IMF) refused to participate in Greece's for Greece. Since only @65 billion of the
third bailoutin 2015 because itviewed the In the event, a compromise was event-original @110 billion had been disbursed
debt burden as unsustainable, and thatially agreed on 2nd May 2010 in which by then, this amounted to an additional
remains its position. Greece is being givena80 billion in bilateral loans, arranged =64 billion. These loans were provided at
a 22 billion buffer to tide it over the proportionately fromthe other Euro States, lower interest rates, with longer maturities
transition to financial independence but aand =230 billion from the IMF was to be than the loans offered under the first
spokesman for the Opposition paftfew  issued to Greece over three years. Thes®rogramme. The process of negotiating
Democracyis quoted saying thatthe buffer loans were to be charged at a punitive ratehe second bailout continued over many
"reflected the lack of faith international of interest (5-6%) and came on condition months; the size of the new loan was
creditors had in Athens ability to thatGreece'spublicfinanceswere broughtincreased from =109 billion to 2130
successfully return to capital markéts into balance as soon as possible. Liberabillion. The deal was only finalized on
(Guardian same article). Given that a economic reforms aimed, purportedly, at 20th March 2012 when it was ratified by
total of 275 billion was received in the making the economy more competitive the Hellenic Parliament.
bailout, and because this debt has beemwere also to be implemented under the
constantly subjected to re-financing and supervision of a Troika of officials from On 6th June 2011, German Finance
extended maturity deadlines, the Greekthe IMF, the European Commission and Minister Wolfgang Schauble wrote a letter
State, apparently, now has no choice butthe ECB. This first Troika Programme to the IMF and ECB proposing a Bond
to abide by austerity measures and deadwas based on a belief that the Hellenicswap, involving the private holders of

lines for at least the next forty years. Republic was solvent; restructuring (writ- Greek Bonds prolonging the maturity date
ing down) Greek debt was off the agenda.oftheir Bonds by seven years. Over follow-
EARLY YEARS OF THE CRISIS ing weeks the affected financial institutions

Leaving aside its historical causes, According to a study by financial became more open to the view that Greek
national and international, the story of academics that is available onlingif¢é  debt was unsustainable and that some
how Greece played a central role in Greek Debt Restructuring: An Autopsy form of restructuring was necessary. At
Europe's sovereign debt crisis began onZettelmeyer, Trebesh and Gulati, July the July 21st summit, at which represent-
9th October 2009. On that day the newly 2013) Greece's Programme achieved aatives of BNB Paribas (the leading French
elected Prime Minister, George Papan-significant fiscal consolidation during bank) and Deutsche Bank (the leading
dreou, of the social democratic Pasok2010 amounting to 5% of GDP. This was German bank) were present, it was agreed
party, announced that the statistics regardthe result of salary reductions in the public that discussions with private creditors on
ing the State's Budgetary deficitand public service and other public expenditure cuts,debt relief was to be initiated. But the
debt had been significantly understatedbut the procesdecame stuckh the first  scale of restructuring proposed was too
over many years. He blamed the outgoinghalf of 2011. Presumably reflecting the generous to the banks and not enough to
New Democracgdministration of Kostas known weakness of the State machine inmake Greek debt sustainable. Theinitiative
Karamanlis. The Budget deficit for 2009 Greece, the promised structural reformshad to be abandoned. The issue was
needed to be corrected from 7% of GDP tolost momentum; as Zettelmeyer, Trebeshrevisited at that year's October summit of
12.9%, and later to 15.6%. and Gulati describe it, reform  the European Council, which Pisani Ferry

It took a number of months before the implementation was weakp. 5). summarises as follows:

extent of distortion of the public finances THE QUESTION OF DEBT RELIEF "On October 27, 2011, European
became known, but the Papandreou reve- Before describing the 2011 develop- leaders agreed to call for a much larger
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Greek debt restructuring, to the tune of previously commanded up to 80% of the banks depends on Greece remaining in a
50% of the present value of outstanding popular vote, "were deserted by more bailout programme. This provokes the
;'12'rgasr'eTr:‘]'isn’i:;‘Sr:]“f]zgsssg‘ssf;iﬁﬂ’s}’égfthan half of their voters{p. 63). In an  withdrawal of =8 billion from Greek
the country still solvent, wrr):ich was a unpregedented developmen_t, a coalitionbank_s. In th(_a two mgnth; prior to the
precondition for the Fund to continue ofparueso_fthe hard_ _Left, Sy_nza, emergedEI_ectlon,fearlng_z_aSyrlzawctory, Greeks
lending to it. Following negotiations as the main opposition facing Samaras'swithdrew 216 billion from the banks, a
between creditor banks and the GreekGovernment from June 2012 until the tenth of the country's total savings.
government, an agreement was finalized Parliament was dissolved at the end of
in February 2012—more than two years 2014. In the run-up to Elections for the ~ On February 20th, Varoukfakis signs
?rl‘;elrMGFe"o(rgegzapandreou had called ingyropean Parliament in May 2014, the an interim agreement that allows an
P 9%). Samaras Government engaged in a shamextension of the old bailout. Syriza agrees
sale of Greek Bonds on the open marketinto submit a list of measures aimed at
which the ECB was complicit. Neither alleviating the pain of austerity and in
amounting to 100 billion of losses for ?nvestors norelectqrs_vvere fooled; Greekretum the party gets four months to
private holders of Greek Bonds—was incomes were contn_wumgto fall and debts neg(_)nate a _Iastlng de_al. The cadre of
provided at too late a stage in the crisis toFO rise. Syriza candidates topped_ the pollofficials v_vqumg for Syrlze} are almost all
be effective. By that time the depression inthe subeq_uent European Elections andp_arty activists or sympathisers, not career
of the Greek economy had already reacheJrom that point on, t_he Sam{ar:_:ls Govern-civil servants. In thaF sense, Government
a point where even such a large relief_mentbfagan_to d_rag its heelgl_mmplement-control of the State is tenuous. _In March
measure was. insufficient to set it on a9 Tr_0|kad_|rect|v¢s.Acoalltlon Qovern- the G(_)v_ernment passesfwl‘namtgnan
sustainable course ment in which Syriza was tht_'-z maJor_force law" giving free food and fuel assistance
’ was duly elected and came into Office onto 300,000 of the poorest people. The
26th January 2015. European Commission interprets this as a
breach ofthe rules of the interim agreement
: - SvRizA AND THE GREEK SPRING and a ©2 billion payment due under the
nents S:f;gff P'gpgnrgreekoupsv'g'scf&ég . The six months of the first Syriza old bailout s withheld.
by the EU leadership to withdraw a Governmen_t, sometimes referredtogsthe _
proposal to hold a referendum on theGreek Spring saw the confrontatlon_ Asecqn_d cla_sh occurs on April 2_4th_at
terms of the second bailout. This led to abf—:-tweer_l Greece _and the EU reach itsa summit in Riga where mfprmatlon is
narrowly-defeated vote of confidence in hlg_h_—pomt. Inthattlme,whathad bec_epthe!ea_ked that Varoufakis has little s_upport
the Greek Parliament, which eventually po!mcal equ_|valent of a war of attr_ltlon inside the Eurogroup, _the committee of
resulted in Papandrec'>u's resignation. Abuntupto beingthe equwa!entofapnchgd Eurozone Fmancg Ministers. Though the
caretaker technocratic Governmentunderbattle' A_good apcount o_f it, espec!ally in banks have stabilized by late April, the
Lucas Papademus was appointed. Drawin the way |t.des_cr|be_sthe mnervx_/orklngs of State becomes the problem area as
Ministers fromPasokand New Deme %he EU, is given in Var_oufakls's book. Governmen_t funds dr_y up. The
cracy, the Papademus Government ratifie _Varoufak|s hg_s the hgndlcap of approach-Government is forced to ra|d_the reserves
the sécond bailout and concluded the deb{ngaverypohtlcalsubjectfromthgvantage of |.O(.)a| _authormes: ar_ld pension fund_s._A
restructuring negotiations in advance of a_pomt of a Professor of Ecoqomms byt he dIVI_SIOI”I is now beginningto emerge Wlthln
General Election scheduled for February's hpnest epough to gdmn tol being aSynza._Tsmras_pIgns to compromise on
19th 2012, but not held until May 6th. political novice. An article pubhshed at austerlty but |.nS|sts. on ert rehef_.
Following ar’1inconclusive result and failed the en(_:i of 2015 in the_ Left Ie_anmg US Varoufakis conS|dersth|sam|§take.Euclld
magazineThe Nationwith the title,The = Tsakolatos replaces Varoufakis as the lead
efforts to form a Government, a further

General Election was called for 17th June.mS'de Story of Syriza's Struggle to Savenegotiator with Brussels but the

The result of this prolonged period when Greecdby Paul Mason, provides a snappy negotiations fail.

Greece lacked a properly constituted summary of the main events. Mason is a

Government was thF;t tFr)\e yro ramme 0quardian columnist and author, who On June 4th, Syriza decides to stop
reforms which had alread b%et?thesub'ectwrites about politics from a hard Left payingthe IMF, although Greece won'tbe
of delavs stalled com Ie¥el A coaliticjm perspective. The following section draws in technical default until the end of the
heade()j/ by Antonis pSam);ras NEW exclusively from his article, including his month. The party's more militant element
Democrac;/took up Office in June and use of the present tense as a descriptivéinally has what it wants: a fight. Two

ruled until late 2014, Much like its pre- method. effects of the rupture in negotiations are

) that the bank-run picks up pace and the
decessor, the Samaras Government One of the first acts of the new Govern- in pic bp
. : . ) . - streets come alive with protests. On one
endeavoured to comply with the require- ment is the expulsion of Troika officials . o
; . . ) N . - side are the forces that backed Syriza:
ments of the Troika while posturing against from the Ministries. Finance Minister . .
. . Unions, pensioners, far Left and youth.
the deeply unpopular expenditure cutsVaroufakis then sets off on a tour of Euro-
i . ) .~ On the other, a new phenomenon, the
and tax increases that were the conditiongpean capitals tadtum up support for his :
. : . o . enraged middle classes take to the streets,
of the first and second bailouts. primary objective: a controlled write off . .
; , demanding that Greece accepts austerity
of around a third of Greece's debth ; . . .
and remains with the Euro. Showing his
The processes at work beneath theresponse, on February 4th, the ECBIeftistcredentials Mason savs in criticism
surface of Greek politics in 2012 are well withdraws its regular credit facility to the y

The February 2012 agreement—the
largest debt restructuring in history,

GREEK POLITICS
As the crisis unfolded, various develop-

described by Varoufakis. He recounts how Greek banks, forcing them to use Emer-Of Syriza:
in the May 2016 Election the political gency Lending Assistance (ELA) which "Its spiritual father, Nicos Poulantzas
centre, represented by Pasakd New  Masondescribes asform of life support" taught that the European left need two

Democracy parties that together had From that time on, the survival of the  things: independent, mass social



movements, and a modernized, electoralPlatform quit the coalition, thereby trigger-
focussed party. The formula worked for jng an August General Election. This
SV”ZI"." :” .opgosmon.hBut;[ the party d'?] results in Syriza holding its previous sup-
o e e Ao por(35% f th vote) whie Left Plaform
movement." calling itself 'Popular Unity fails to
achieve the 3% support necessary to attain

As the crisis heightens and queues formParliamentary seats. (This factual nugget
atbank machines, the ECB orders GreecdS Provided by Wikipedia, not Mason nor
to close the banks and limit ATM with- Varoufakis despite his book running to
drawals by capping them at ©60 a day. At 948 pages).
this stage, less than a3 billion remains
available to bank depositors, the State is A November 2015 interview with
struggling to pay wages and the banks will Tsipras and Tsakalotis by Mason is
only open if a deal is done with the ECB. included towards the end of the article.
In these circumstances fourteen days ofQuestioned on why he capitulated on July
political tension begins. 13th, Tsipras argues that he had no

alternative at that pointHe insists the

The credit squeeze takes effect but therealternative would have been the collapse
is less panic than expected. Many peopleof the banks first and then the collapse of
had squirreled away cash in the precedinghe economy'The following is extracted
months and the @60 daily cap was seen afrom the same interview.
manageable. On 26th June Tsipras
announces that a referendum on the
creditors' terms is to be held in a week's
time. The private TV channels and news-
papers immediately press for a Yes vote
and pro-Yes demonstrations get bigger as
polling day draws near. On midnight, 30th
June, the old bailout expires; Greece is on

what Germany's intention was, under-
estimated how much his opponents were
trying to make an example of Greece, to
stop a domino effect of debt restructuring
across Europe, rather than calculating
purely on the economic pros and cons of
a Greek deal".

Fal

"So what went wrong? First, mis-
calculation. Obama, Renzi, and Hollande
assuredthe Greeks that they could bargain
from a position where membership of the
eurozone was inviolable. But Germany
chipped away at all their allies using
strong, quietdiplomacy. German diplom-
atic pressure wielded greater impact than
American or French goodwill.

Second, everybody underestimated the
amount of moral capital Germany was
prepared to lose to smash Syriza. Tsipras
says that if he knew then what he knows
now, he would have staged the rupture
with the lenders earlier: when the Greek
state had money enough to ride out the
closure of the banks for a few weeks."

"If you ask me [Tsakalotis] what was
the number-one fault of the first Syriza
government, it was that we did not do
enough on anti-corruption and tax eva-
sion, to show the world we were serious."

At one point Mason speculates on the

Syriza defeat in the context of socialist

theory. In a thought-provoking statement
"He [Tsipras] says he underestimated he C0¥1C|UdeS' gntp 9

"But Syriza, inthe end, was a Gramsci-
an party in a non-Gramscian world. It
was conceived in the era of hierarchies,
not networks, and in the era of national
economies, not globalization.”

Dave Alvey

aknife edge. Mason describes a surprisi
last-minute development:

™

"But on the eve of the referendum, th
IMF drops a bombshell. Its economis
admit that the Greek debt is unpayab
The country needs a 30-year paymgnt
holiday and massive write offs befor
any more austerity can logically be tried

T oo

The EU Commission is in serious

61;;hef rhesullt of the refe'r\len(gjm is that conflict with the Polish state over its
ootthe electorate vote No. Governm ntalleged deficiency in thecbre value$of

supporters are jubilant. Varoufakis thgn the EU
resigns, ostensibly as a sop to the creditprs '
and EU authorities. However, contrary {o High Court Judge Aileen Donnelly

an e>_<p<_actat|on in Athens that ne who is in charge of Extradition and
negotiations would be called, the EY g oh0an Arrest Warrant matters, has
leadership is silent. The ECB tightens t e.spearheaded a campaign to exacerbate the
screwon the Greek banks and a collapsp 'Ronflict by refusing to extradite an alleged
predicted for July 13.'[h' On July 12th drug trafficker, Artur Celmar, to Poland.
German r_epresentanves demanq th A hstead of doing so, she referred the case
Greece eX|t.the Eurozone temporarily, n to the European Court of Justice (ECJ).
order to write off debts that cannot b? The implication is that the rule of law has

cancelled insidelthe Single C“Trency- h 'S 50 deteriorated in Poland that the defendant
temporary Grexit is generally interpreted

as permanent exit. Tsipras travels to Brys
sels for urgent talks. Mason describes the
outcome in a terse paragraph:

"Tsipras emerges into the Brusse]s homeland.
dawn on July 13 to announce the deal. He .
promised there would be no third bailoyt.  HOWeVver, it seems that the European
He has just signed a third bailout. He Court of Justice is not as sure as Ms.
promised an end to austerity. There w|ll Donnelly that judicial matters are so bad
be three more years of it. He banked nin Poland as to deprive Mr. Celmar of a
getting debt relief. He got nothing.” | fajr trial. It is reported that:

A group of leftist MPs known as Lef

Poland and the Law

. Over To You, Judge Donnelly

referral to the Luxembourg court,
advocate general Evgeni Tanchev argued
an extradition request by Poland should
be delayed if the High Court in Dublin
finds not only there is a real risk of
flagrant denial of justice on account of
deficiencies in the system of justice in
Poland but also the person who is the
subject of the warrant is exposed to such
a risk. The formal opinion of the court's
advocate general is usually followed by
the full court. If the full Court of Justice
agrees, the case will then return to the
High Court in Dublin for it to consider"
(IT, 29/6/18).

So Ms Donnelly and the Irish High

could not be guaranteed a fair trial there.Court will have to get down to some
We must accept of course that Mr. Celmarspecifics and not rely on the mantras of

is as concerned as Ms Donnelly about thecore values separation of powerstc.,
"core value$of the EU, as applied to his etc. to delay Mr. Celmar's case.

Ms Donnelly has won high praise for

her actions. This was reminiscent of
another plucky little Irish person taking
on the EU Commission some years ago—
Pat Cox and his EU Liberals. With the
most spurious charges of 'corruption’
"In his formal opinion on the lrish againstit,the Commissionrolled over and
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the rest is history. The Commission was

never the same animal again.

But it seems the ECJ will not roll ove
as the Commission did. It has asked

r

actual evidence of the charges beingmadd=amon C. Kerney (1926-2018)—An Obituary

by the Irish authorities. In the case of the
Commission, the only charge that stu¢k Eamon Conall Kerney was the youngestfather against T. Desmond Williams,
oson of Leopold H. Kerney, the Irish wherein Eamon related:

looked after her hairdresser, politically, Republic's Consul in France 1919-26 and
while she was a Commissioner. This crinfethe Irish Minister to Spain 1935-46, and

was that against Madame Cresson

of crimes changed the course of the E

Mr. Celmar may not, and hopefully
will not, change the course of EU histof
again. The EU's, and Ms Donnelly'
charges against Poland rest on alleg
political interference with the judicia
system in Poland. This complaint is bas
on an assumption that Governments sho
not involve themselves in judicia
appointments. This is, and will always b
a fantasy.

The Polish Government has pointe
out that the Irish Constitution lays dow
that the President appoints the judg

. Raymonde Kerney. He was born in Paris
in 1926 at a difficult time for his father,
who had become seriously ill and was
y soon to find himself out of work. Eamon
b, was called after his godfather Eamon de
edvalera, who sent a silver bowl, represent-
ing the Ardagh Chalice, as a christening
bdpresent. As de Valera could not be present
ilcht the ceremony, Sean Mac Bride acted as
sponsor.

e,  From France, Eamon went to Spain in
1935 with his parents when his father was
appointed Irish Minister in Madrid. During

d the Spanish Civil War from 1936 to 1939

N he was at a boarding school in Ireland, but

psremained in Spain when the World War

chosen by the Government (and tlestarted in 1939, and was there until 1945

Minister for Justice, in particular). Th
Poles could also point to the beacon
democracy, the USA, where the Presidg

directly appoints Supreme Court Judgg

and ensuring thatthe Courtdirectly refleg
political opinion.

Law is a reflection of the values of
society at any particular time. As such

when he started his engineering studies at
of University College, Dublin.

:]St Most of Eamon's engineering life was
ts spent on the design and construction of
power stations for the ESB. In 1955 he
married Maud O'Brien, daughter of Martin
L O'Brien, Inspector of Taxes, and niece of

it Professor Michael O'Brien of the Institute

democracy. The Governments whi
appoint Judges are answerable to

electorate. But Judges are appointed
life. Thatis acceptable as a safeguard

should be under the control of tr{
h

judicial independence. But to go on fo

suggest that only Judges are fit to appo
Judges defies the democratic values
which modern society is based.

It is often assumed that the adoption
Minister Shane Ross's Bill will make

of Advanced Studies and of Tommy
O'Brien, broadcaster with RTE.

He retired in 1986 and passed away on
orlst July 2018.
of
Anoble son ofanoble father, the labour
ntoflove in constructing awonderful website
b{n 2007 in honour of his father will remain
a lasting legacy from Eamon. And yet
Michael Kennedy could find no place for
it as a source, when penning his snide
entry for Leopold Harding Kerney in the

Ireland a beacon of change across the Dictionary of Biography; which

world. In fact, without Constitutiona
change, the judiciary cannot become
self-perpetuating elite—whichis what the
and the liberal elite seem to desire. It mu
be asked, ifthe Judiciary became independ
—what would they independent of?

In the meantime, Judge Donnelly ar]
the High Court have a job to do whic

should be easy for legal eagles—preser[rtﬁ

credible case based on the facts of
case. The ballis back in their court, literal
and metaphorically. Watch this space.

describes itself thus:

a
y
st

ent

"The Dictionary of Irish Biography, a
collaborative project between Cambridge
University Press and the Royal Irish
Academy, is the most comprehensive
and authoritative biographical dictionary
yet published for Ireland."

d

N See www.leopoldhkerney.comand

http://irelandscw.com/docs-Kerney

hel eview.htnfor Eamon's website, and my
review in "History Ireland”, March-April

Y 2007. See, in particulawww.leopoldh
kerney.com/p/6-libel-action.htnfbr the

Jack Lane

vindication of the libel action taken by his

"In 1953 a series of articles on Irish
neutrality were published by T. Desmond
Williams first in the Leader'and shortly
after in theltish Press'which printed
them as a sensational item. Williams had
worked for British intelligence during
the Second World War and subsequently
for the British Foreign Office from
September 1947 to September 1949. He
was appointed Professor of History at
U.C.D. in 1949.

Part of his task, working for the British,
was to examine captured German docu-
ments and in this connection he seems to
have come across a number of reports
relating to Clissmann's and Veesen-
mayer's visits to Spain and apparently
almost exclusively on the basis of these
he wrote the relevant portions of these
articles. It was striking that in no case did
he quote any references to his sources,
perhaps being prevented by the British
authorities from doing so. There is not a
single verbatim quotation from any of
these...

There was nothing to prevent him
checking his sources with the former
Irish Minister to Spain who was then
living in retirement in Dublin... On the
basis of this completely one-sided view
Williams produced a heavily biased
account of the events of 1941 and 1942
which was riddled with inaccuracies and,
with only the slightest of reservations,
made scathing comments attacking
Kerney's integrity. It is amazing that on
the basis of documents, details of which
have apparently never been revealed,
Williams should have proceeded to
indulge in character assassination of this
kind."

"Needless to say, this called for a
response. In the first instance Kerney
asked the Dept. of External Affairs to
release his report on the 1942 discussion
which would have gone some way to
contradicting Williams, but, not wishing
to be involved, this was eventually
refused, pleading the national interest
which at that time was of course a bogus
reason. The attitude of the Department
was apparently not to lift a finger in
support of their former employee, not-
withstanding that he had recently been
severely ill with a heart condition. He
remarked at the time that it would be to
his opponents' advantage if he were to
succumb to hisillness. There was thus no
option but to take a legal action against
Williams, the ‘lrish Pressand the
‘Leader, in spite of being severely
hampered by the Official Secrets Act.



This dragged on until the 4th November Memorial Trust, when | invited him to
1954 when the defendants decided t0attend our Frank Ryan commemoration in

settle the matter out of court. Glasnevin cemetery in October 2005. (See
Kerney was not a vindictive man. It .
http://irelandscw.com/org-

had been put to him that theaderwas
aminor newspaper which could easily be RyanComm.htm for report.)

bankrupted and that heavy damages

against Williams could ruin his career.  Furthermore, our last communication
He consequently requested only nominalwas in February 2016, when Eamon sent
damages from them but not so from the me hjs regrets for being unable to attend
‘Irish Press’by which he felthe had been the ceremonial rededication of Frank

stabbed in the back. He had been one OR } b ised by Friend
the original shareholders and had alwaysXYan's tombstone, organised by Friends

supported it; it was the newspaper readOf the International Brigadesin Ireland. In
by most of his friends. As far as he was the intervening years of correspondence,
concerned the most important point was it is Eamon's second last communication
that his good name should be cleared ancdthat remains topically pertinent and of
what he wanted most of all was a full contemporary significance. On 25th

apology and retraction of the damaging
allegations made. This was obtained and
a statement read in court which was
published as follows:

'Mr. James McMahon S.C. ...who
represented the ‘Leader' and
Professor Williams, said he was
instructed to state that Professor
Williams wished to withdraw un-
reservedly the imputations on Mr.
Kerney and to state that any such
imputations were based on state-

March 2014, under the heading of
'‘Crimea", he e-mailed me:

"Hi Manus, Hope you are keeping well.
I'm still around as you can see, although

and play one against the other. This is a
matter of relations between one former
Soviet state and another and it is difficult
to see why the EU should become involv-
ed without risking the accusation of
interfering in another country’s affairs.
The worrying thought could be that the
EU is seeking to make Ukraine its next
member, which is dangerously close to
the expansionist policies of many
imperialist powers.

"In view of the above, | think it would
be dangerous for us to abandon our policy
of neutrality and to align ourselves with
one side or the other. | think it is of the
greatest importance to maintain our hard
won position of neutrality in the European
Union, otherwise the sacrifices of 1916
and 1919 will have been in vain. Yours,
Eamon C. Kerney, 'Alhambra’, Dublin
18."

Truly, a noble son of a noble father!

I'll be hitting 88 in a few days’ time! A Ave atque ValeHail and Farewell!

few days ago | e-mailed a letter to the
'Irish Times', as forwarded herewith

Manus O'Riordan

which, needless to say, they have rot
published. | don't know if you see thin

the same way as | do, but | feel that the F|STON THESEND-BUTTON

present crowd in government, either

ments now proved to be wrong.
Professor Williams accepted Mr.
Kerney's account and regretted the
imputations and apologised for
them.'

This would appear to have settled the
matter once and for all, but—incredibly—
historians since that time have repeatedly
glossed over or ignored this libel action
and its outcome and have uncritically
accepted Williams' unreferenced, un-
guoted sources, not even atface value but
at the value which he assigned to them
without any justification. They have relied
almost entirely on Williams' account
although this should have been discredite

by his own admission that his conclusions Self-styled "paper of record refused
were erroneous. Perhaps the only excuséoublication:

that could be made for Williams was his
relative youthfulness and inexperience at
thattime. Far from endangering Ireland's
neutrality by his one conversation with
Veesenmayer, Kerney made it clear that
any initiative by Germany would not be
welcome in Ireland and if necessary would
be resisted by force."

See https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=

4a5Hhek54P4 for the wonderful portrayall

which Eamon submitted todhrish Times .
gon 20th March 2014, but to which that rank fetid claws on keys as an upsta

through incompetence or ignorance, pr Twitter is a cage from which the bird fliep.
perhaps deliberately, seemto be abandpn- o flown can it be enticed to come back
Isneger?wlg tgoggyr;;fs%%ugﬁlgfﬁ c(j)vxr/l%r? rt' i Swith t_he_ truth or was it shot down with flg k
matter. | must say I'm uneasy at the w. ar_1d in its death thro_es part of the _vvorld_d| PSS,
the EU is evolving. We originally joined  This bird was bred with the worse intentions
an Economic Community but we noy and can't be the Phoenix from the asphes
find ourselves part of a political entityt for from its perch it picks nations to lash.
Have we swapped one imperialist groyp  First it speaks of economic sanctions
foranother? I'd be interested to hear yolr the when it has killed the most vulnerabple
\éews on the matttir. With best wishep, it pecks with its beak at the nation’s heprt
amon C. Kerney. . . . .
its trajectory indecipherable .
One moment it hops and the next it dgrts
with wings weighed down with imponderables

The following is the text of the lette

—F

15 April, 2018

"Sir, When Ireland’s entry into the E
was negotiated great stress was puton heEATl N G C ROW

maintenance of our traditional policy )
neutrality and on ensuring that it would Philby, MacLean, Burgess and Callaghan

be accepted and respected, and this was could add up in a funny sort of way.
embodiedinthe various treaties thatwgre Three saw a society in decay,
subsequently signed. The present staifce one chickened out and didn't give a darpn.
of our government seems to be atvariariCerp o fied to Moscow and avoided prisd
with this policy and this is a very worrying . . . )
trend. One to bright lights in London and quids i
Three lost brilliant careers, families binne

by Niall Cusack of Leopold Kerney—on
a prison visit—in'The Enigma of Frank
Ryan", and see alsaqvww.pana.ie/
download/IFA-5-3.pdf for my review of
thatfilm. Indeed, Eamon's website remains
an essential resource in respect of his
father's visits to Frank Ryan in Burgos
Prison and their subsequent wartime
correspondence. It was therefore parti-
cularly appropriate that | should first meet
with Eamon in my capacity as Ireland
Secretary of the International Brigade

"The situation in Ukraine is a very

complex one and should be approachied One lacked respect for the Northern Rise
very carefully. That country was part gf Three had funerals beside Kremlin Wal

the Soviet Union until that entity dis

integrated in the days of Boris Yeltsin. Three tothe British State still bitter as gé

Crimea had never been part of the Ukraipe
until 1954 when Nikita Khrushchev, wh
was a Ukrainian himself, unilaterally an
without consulting its people, annexed|it
to the Ukraine. In recent times popul
unrest resulted in ousting a previously
elected government in Ukraine a
promoting a policy of closer ties with th
EU, no doubtto counter Russian influenge

=]

o7

One a ghost in St Martin-in-the-Field

’

One a smorgasbord of revision yield

| Three gentlemen missed England bogsts

Whitehall,

r One scarecrow promoted crow on appgal.

2 April, 2018

Wilson John Haire
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the vast jungles and later did similar hard
work in the Amazon Basin, exposing
similar villainy.

Casement worked for the British
Consular Service, was personally well
acquainted with Foreign Secretary Sir
Edward Grey and Lord Curzon-that
Casement And The 'Sleepwalking’ Myth contemptible Cad™—arithad met Lioyd

George and all the rest of them."”

Review: England's Care For The Truth—By One Who Knows Both By Roger
Casement

This is the second volume of Roger deciphering of foreign communications
Casement'Selected Writingpublished  saved the 'sleepwalkers' putting too many Casement was not only a critic of John
by Athol Books. The first volume, com- feetwrongMoladh godeole DiaPraise ~ Redmond’s folly and treachery to Ireland.
prising The Crime against Europevith  for ever be to God!Besides, the Official His opposition to Britain’s role in the war
The Crime against Irelandhas not, sofar  Secrets Act was already in place, and thearose from concerns wider than his Irish
as | know, been much commented on byDefence of the Realm Act, was passed byPatriotism. He had published letters in
professionai,e.paid,academics, column- Parliamentin asingle day (8 August 1914) Ireland and in the United States and made
ists or cultural guides, although they areonly four days after the Declaration of hisway toneutral Norway when his former
authenticated writings of the man. lwould War. Perhaps sleepwalking Civil Servants employers sentenced him to death, without
hope they would now read both volumes had drafted it a long time earlier? a trial, in October 1914. Casement had
and comment on them, if only for the travelled in dangerous parts where he had
pleasure it would give me to challenge the  "DORA" was a Draconian Act design- made enemies and had takenthe precaution
commentators. Recentcomments on Caseed to scare critics. It allowed the suppres-0f employing a Norwegian ex-seaman,
ment by some of them suggest ulterior, sion of Newspapers and the internment ofAdler Christensen, to help him with his
even Posterior,motives. critics. To encourage the otherhe  business. The day they landed in Norway,
Government made an examp|e of Bertrandzgth October 1914, Christensen was seized
Scholars today will tell you that Britain Russell, a renowned scholar, grandson oftnd bundled into a car by a couple of
sleepwalkednto war in 1914. No doubt Prime Minister Lord John Russell—who hoods who frogmarched him through the
the Providence of God guided her steps.had presided over Ireland’s Great Hunger,back door of the British Legation in
Steps such as building the largest andwhose family had beeBnnobledfor the  Christiania (Oslo) to be interviewed by a
most powerful fleet of warships ever seen,savage repression of The Prayerbookstaff member, who questioned him on his
to complementaseemingly infinite Merch- Rebellion in Cornwall and enriched by employer’s identity and movements.
antNavy. A Merchantnavy whichincluded the spoils of the suppressed monasterie§hristensen gave him no help.
—inthose days ofrigid, doctrinairaissez  inthetime of Henry VIIl. Bertrand Russell ~ The next day, another British goon
Faire—an Admiralty-subsidised Ocean was interned without trial. assailed Christensen and invited him to
Liner, The Lusitaniawith special features. visit the Legatiorfwhere he would hear
By happy coincidence, Frenchand British ~ Many Liberal MPs had long opposed something good'Christensen, who kept
military leaders had already coordinated Grey's preparations for war and JohnCasement informed, accepted the invita-
plans for joint actionin awar on Germany. Dillon, the Irish Party's spokesman on tion and was interviewed by the Minister,
(Itwas not Divine Providence oran Act foreign affairs had condemned it for years @ Mr. Findlay, who informed him that, if
of God, that later exposed Franco/Russianbut, when Party Chairman John RedmondCasement were to disappear, it would be a
British Collusionfor war on the Central without consulting Party colleagues or Very good thing for whoever brought it
Powers and the Ottoman Empire. It wasseeking a popular mandate pledged Irishabout. Further interviews followed and,
Godless Bolsheviks who captured andsupport for the war, Dillon was silenced. on 3rd January 1915, the Minister, in
unsportingly published the secret TreatiesConsequently, Liberal MPs who would Writing on Legation paper promised on
and the enticements given as well as thehave opposed entering the European Warbehalf of his Government £5,000, immun-
rewards promised to the warmongers.) and C.P. Scott'$lanchester Guardian, ity from prosecution, and free passage to
as well as the Daily News,—heretofore America to Christensen upon the capture
Thus, at the outbreak of war, Britain’s opponents of the war policy—fell into 0f Casement.
Royal Navy effortlessly swept German Step with the warmongers. Casement had committed no crime

merchant shipping fromthe world'soceans  The opposition of advanced National- under British or Norwegian Law, yet the
and cut German access to transatlantiGsts of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, Minister spoke of Casement's being
cables. News and commentuncomplimen-Sinn Fein, and Connolly’s Irish Labour “"knocked on the head" Findlay in fact
ary to Britain's motives, policy and conduct party, apparently did not worry the 'hadform'in Egypt, where he had organised
were suppressed. Neutral ships, includingwarmongers. But Roger Casement had aroutrages mentioned by Shaw in the Preface
American ones, carrying such comment, internationally-earned reputation as ato"John Bull's Other Island". In addition
were seized, searched and robbed of thenprave and honest humanitarian who hadto the promise of a reward, and expenses
by the Royal Navy. explored the Belgian Congo and exposedpaid, to Christensen, the Minister gave
Britain's"paper wall around Ireland" the genocidal cruelties of that supposedhim a backdoor key to the Legation.
—the destruction of which was a primary benefactor of Africans, King Leopold Il
aim of Arthur Griffith when he founded ofthe Belgians—aKingwhohadenslaved Amongstthe many piecesinthe Collec-
Sinn Fein—proved to be a template for athe Africans and murdered upwards oftention is Casement's letter to Sir Edward
paperwall around the world. British Naval millions of them and made himself Grey, returning the Legation Key and the
Intelligence, secure telegraphic communi- immensely rich from the the rubber extract- expenses paid by Mr Findlay to Christen-
cation, and the prompt interception and ed there. Casement had walked throughsen, along with a copy of the promise of



£5,000. Casement also returned decora
tions givento him by the British authorities,
renounced his Knighthood and explained

England's Care For The Truth

England's Care for

his activities. St Sl —By One Who Knows
Casement ensured that copies of hi £ by one Wit THet e by
letter appeared in the Continental Times [FEE o Roger Casement

and John Devoy'$aelic Americanin

New York. | *Unknown, little known, and

- Unpublished Writings*
When the British finally murdered
Casement in August 1916 in Pentonville
they were simply carrying out a sentence
passed by the Foreign Office two years
earlier.

238 pp
17 euro, 15 pounds, postfiee

ATHOL BOOKS
athol-st@atholbooks.org

They were annoyed with the delay and o _ o
got their revenge by blackening his name,Grey and his friends in 1914 launched aeous extinction, | would hope that the

with documents whose provenance hasvar whose repercussions have killed prime movers for that cataclysm, its clear-
never been explained and which have nothundreds of millions of people in the past eyed, heartless prime movers, Sir Edward
been subjected to objective examination.104 years and may yet see the extinctionGrey and colleagues, will have been first

of all human, animal and plant life on exposed to universal execration—and the

Donal Kennedy

Part 2 (Part 1 appeared in May Irish Political Review )

put him in a cage to keep and tame him.
This is the Casement we have come to
know from his many extant letters to

Roger Casement and the Orlgln of the friends and his fully acknowledged writ-
Handwriting in the Disputed Diaries ings; a man positively and sympathetically

engaged with the world.
Below are two examples of daily entries  pased “Pupima” river, misnamed so as
from the disputed 1910 Casement diary.  they are not pupima palms at all, but The contrast between the two suggests
Pona." that the diary was, in the main Casement's

20 JUL 1910 ) i i diary but that it has undergone certain
"Return fo Sasana beastly Hole, At 1N€ WO entries provide quite acontrast ,gitions and adjustments. As a result, a
F.O. [Foreign Office]" and not just because one is very brief andjigerent voice from time to time appears,

the other goes on at some length. In the, | gice which we would not normally
19 SEP 1910 firstthe diaristreturns®asandEngland),  ;ssociate with Casement. This leads

"Lovely morning. Passing a new palm which he finds to bedeastly and a Hole". naturally to the notion of forgery by

the Punchana pilot calls “Pona” a lovely The outlook revealed is mean and stunteqpierpolation which is usually how the
thing indeed. Fox raving aboutit & well i ghirit s if written by a pantomime Diari derstood by th ho d
he may. Besides the assai it shoots up its laries are understood by those who do

graceful stem with from 6-12 magnificent villain. In the ('?riginal handwritten .enFry not subscribe to the view they are fully
fronds like those of a hart's tongue fern on the word Hole" appears at the beginning \5jiq documents.
top, & then a green bulging head to its Of the next line underneath and has a

long stem. Five lovely and quite differing capital 'H". It is as if the writer was ALL FORGED ?
palms growing here close together & in confused as to what he was supposed to fone were to suggest the Diaries were
enormous numbers. The young pilot calls yyrite, Could the Gaelic script of the word forged in their entirety, one could explain
the groundafhisland', probably'achawd. ~  «g553n4have derailed his concentration? the way so much of the material resonates
8.30 a.m., a deer swimming down mid- with the character and activities of Case-
streamattremendous rate. Loweredcanoe  Thg gecond entry reveals an altogethement as he was known to his contempora-
& after long chase, deer often turning . oo L L o .
- ; different personality; one open to the riesinterms of original diaries being used

upstream & beating canoe, one man jump- - S 2
ing over, but being beaten hollow by the Magnificence and beauty of the world. Heas models from which (_j|recttranscr|pt|ons
deer, the poor little chap was caught by Shows an interest in the different specieswere made. After being so used, these
the hind leg after many failures & dragged of palm tree and in Quichua words for diaries would have been destroyed. So,
into canoe, tied by legs & hoisted on aspects of the natural world. The mainoriginals would have been copied from
board. I should like to save him and take jncident recounted involves a deer which and, in among this original material, new
him home to Ireland. He richly deserves 1 ¢ een swimming downstream. It wasmaterial would be added while material
his life. I do not want to eat him! Captain o . - . .

: Ll followed and eventually caught by men in inconvenient to the desired impression to
Carmino, decent man, won't kill him, but ; ;
has put him in a fine cage to keep & tame & C@noe launched from the river ferry. Thebe created would be ignored. o
him. The Quichua name is “Juichu”. On diaristwas sympathetic to the plight of the If one were to suggest the Diaries were

thro' desolation of desolations at 9.30 deer and was happy that the captain wouldorged in their entirety one could explain
17
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the way different handwriting styles changes in writing material, especially an operation occurred in 1915, say early
alternate from one to another within and from pen to pencil and back again, as 1915, there are still time constraints as
between entries in terms of different pen- being there for the purpose of disguise; when Casement might become vulnerable
men operating in shifts in order to get the the change of writing material disguises to the possibility of capture is an unknown.

entire work finished. the change in the hand behind the writing. This is because it was not known when he
However, if one is to argue the Diaries might decide to leave Germany and travel
have been forged, then the evidence SPECIFIC EVIDENCE elsewhere. So, it is still necessary to get

favours partial forgery; that is where  There are a few specific instances of the material prepared and ready as quickly
deletions and interpolations have beenphysical evidence uncovered by research-as possible so it can be put to use when
made into original diaries. There are aers which point to interpolation onto an needed.
number of reasons to suggest that partiakxisting personal diary. These do not
forgery remains by far the more compelling amount to open and shut, one hundred per The quickest way to prepare discredit-
hypothesis. cent, proof. But they are intriguing ing material would have been to take
GENERAL EviDEnce  honetheless. existing diaries and modify them as
"The cause of the clamour is not hard  In an entry for January 1911, part of a needed. This would have required a frac-
to see: onfirstinspection one'simmediate letter simply has disappeared from the tion of the time needed to accomplish a
impression gives support to the theory page. On the corresponding opposite sidecomplete forgery resulting in a final
that a forger inserted the erotic passagesyf the |eaf is writing which suspiciously product of the same scale.
in whatever gaps he could find between ., < 1o it has been overwritten onto a  The 1911 diary is the only one that
innocent entries... Three distinct hand- ; . . .
writing styles are discernible and all are sgctlon wh|ch he_ls been pre_wously deletedlooks to have beenin greaterpartpr_odL_lced
unlike the handwriting of Casement's With erasing fluid. The fluid apparently by forgery. Here too speedy improvisation
contemporary Foreign Office despatches. seeped onto the opposite page erasing &an be conjectured in the way there have
One style even resembles that of Basil portion of a letter. been different writing media used as
Thomson, who was an inveterate diary  Beverages and culinary specialities on mentioned in the quotation above. This
writer and was, incidentally, convicted occasion appear by name in the Diaries, asvould suggest different penmen working
for committing an act in violation of P : . -
public decency in 1925. Every so often names for the _sexual partners ofthe d|ar|st.|n_ sr_nfts to get _the final product finished
one comes upon the tell-tale smudge For example in thg Cash Boqk for early within a short time frame.
which eventually appears after an 1911Welsh(note single quotation marks)
eradicator has been used. Some of thenakes an appearance and reappears twice CaPTAIN HALL
bestexamples of conflicting handwriting afterwards, in the guise ®¥elsh rarebit A forgery project based upon deletion
styles are to be found in the 1911 diary, (quotation marks omitted). The single and interpolation would require a great
which has not yet been published. There g ,otation marks, on the first instance of deal less work. As such, it would require
one can conveniently compare and y,o e give the reader a textual nudgeess supervision and management. Less
contrastthe three styleswhich, reasonably. 7.” . .
enough, correspond with the use of threeindicating a_lsexual partner. As the nudgework to d(_) means there is less pha}nce
media: a fine-nibbed scratchy pen, a hasbeengivenalready, the later instancespenmen will lose concentration, bringing
broad-nibbed pen and a pencil. The appearwithoutquotes, atleast, soitseemsa loss of precision and quality to their
scratchy style has survived the years bettefThe addition of quotation marks is a simple work. The less extensive the project the
than the broad nib and is much darker andway of changing the name of an object in less scope there is to make mistakes.
clearer” (Roger SawyeCasement The 5" existing narrative into a human
(Fllg\évz)d ggrfss;)utledge & Kegan Paul character without expending much time  Captain Reginald Hall, Director of
' or effort. If there were a continuous Naval Intelligence, was a specialist in the
Sawyer, above, gives reasons for thenarrative forged from start to finish, you feeding of false information to the enemy.
"clamour", that is, the widespread demand would expect characters could be fleshedOn one occasion he had a fake issue of the
that there be an effort made to forensicallyout more and would not require to be Daily Mail printed, with a headline about
investigate the authenticity of the Diaries. created by a crude improvisation using troop concentrations in the south of
Despite what he wrote in the passagequotation marks. England which was deposited where it
above, Sawyer was and remains a believer could be found by the Germans. The idea
in authenticity. Nonetheless, what he wrote was to present corroborative data which
should give cause for reflection. could convince somebody who held doubts
about what he desired them to believe.
What more convincing piece of
corroborative data could one imagine than
a diary written in the actual hand of the
ubject of a project of disinformation?
A partial forgery fits in well with
eginald Hall's standardodus operandi

VIEWPOINT OF
INTELLIGENCE CHIEFS
If we put ourselves in the shoes of
The Diaries show frequent changes in Reg.inald Hall of Naval _InteIIigencg and
writing style and writing material used, Basil Thomson of Special Branch in the
often within the one daily entry. There is Period 1915-16, it can be seen that, if
evidence of erasure of inked writing. The forgeryistobe carried outas adiscrediting
sexual material tends to appear at the end@ctic against Casement, then the f‘?rgeds
or beginning of daily entries. One can Material has to be improvised swiftly. o
argue that this was because sexual activity! ére are inhibiting time constraints.
occurred nocturnally and sowas recorded  |f the decision to launch a forgery GiLes ReporT 2002
at the end of a daily record of events. OPeration was made only after ithad been  Video Spectral Analysis is a technique
However, how does one then explain learned Casement was to travel to Irelandwhich can detect variations in ink types on
sexual activity being recorded at the from Germany bysupmarineinth(_a Spring the page. It was use.d as part of the Giles
beginning of a daily entry or on a margin of 1_916, then the time constraints are examination of the Diaries in 2001-2. Thg
or diagonally across a page? obvious. The work needed to be donedata uncovered was never made public,
roughly within a two month timeframe. however. There was a relevant mention in
One can conceive of the very frequent However, ifthe decisionto launch such the ensuing report to the effect that the



Video Spectral Analysis (VSA) indicated National Archives by researcher Kevin with all the facts available and provides

there were frequent changes in writing Mannerings, about a decade ago, broughplausible answers.

material used on the pages which hadback the answer that the substance was As discussed in the first part of this

been examined. Polyvinyl Acetate. Further research article computervocabulary analysis does
revealed that such a substance could blockot validly find the disputed diaries to be,

Raman Spectroscopy is a powerful the action of technical equipment which in their totality, the product of forgery.
technique which can be deployed to scanned a paper document to uncoveiThis is because they were not written in
uncover erasure and interpolation in evidence of erasure/interpolation—such prose and had a different purpose and
documents. The Giles Report, rather thanas changes in the chemical composition ofnature from Casement's known writings,
reporting on the results arising from the inks or the presence of erasing fluid. Is such as his personal letters and published
deployment of this methodology, provided this more than an intriguing coincidence? articles. Thus the two bodies of writings
a lame excuse as to why it had not beent is hard to escape a feeling of profound are not properly comparable.
used. suspicion. ) ) )

From the above we can draw some The paste could possibly have been There is evidence for partial forgery
conclusions. For a start, the reported VSAapplied to undermine any attempts to detecfTo™M the general appearance of the diary
findings are in line with what one would deletion/interpolation using testing equip- Writings, from some unique specific
expectifthe type of partial forgery envisag- ment based on Ultra Violet and Infra Red INStances withinthem, from the operational
ed had occurred. Secondly, the generalight, equipment which was standard in CONtext and time constraints the Intelli-
evasiveness regarding these two techthe 1960s-70s. gence chiefs found themselves under in
niques, which are known to detect inter-  If the Diaries had been wholly and 1915-16, from an understanding of how
polation, is itself worthy of note. entirely forged, measures which obstruct CaPtain, later Admiral, Hall operated, from

Asaforensic exercise, the Giles examin-the search for evidence of interpolation/ e 0dd omissions of the Giles examination
ation did not measure up. However, it deletion would not be relevant. How else /'éPOrt, from the observations of some
provided intriguing pointers to what the can the painting of a chemical substancededicated researchers, from the current
underlying reality of the Diaries might be. on to some pages make sense except as@/2siveness atthe National Archives, Kew,

screening measure? But with a scenarig?"d 1ast, but by no means least, from the

of total forgery such screening measuresPresence of a chemical coating on some

0] >
BSERVATIONS OF RESEARCHERS pages of the 1910 and 1911 diaries.

Dr. Herbert O. Mackey, was a dermato- are irrelevant.
logist who took a keen interest in the IN SUMMARY When we evaluate and consolidate all
Diaries and write a number of books and  partial forgery by interpolation/deletion  this evidence in its totality we can see the
pamphlets on the matter prior to his deathpest explains the emergence of the Caseease for a partial forgery of the disputed
in 1966. He maintained that, on close ment diaries that we have today and whichCasement diaries is vastly better than the
physical examination, evidence of erasurewe have come to know and dispute over.case for a complete forgery.
and interpolation was discernible. The This notion has by far the greater explana- Tim O'Sullivan

documents were examined by him a num-tory force. Itis the hypothesis that grapples Concluded
ber of times and viewed under magnifica

tion. He claimed part of this evidence was

in the form of the indentations left on th
paper on some diary pages by origin
writing where the ink had been erased

The researcher Kevin Mannerings wh
has also closely viewed the documents
number of times has been happy to confi
Mackey's observations.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AT KEW, LONDON

In the past few years, the National

Archives at Kew, London have not bee
making the physical Diaries available 1
members of the public. Instead a negati

microfilm has been made available. If tHe

original is not being made available, thd
why not provide a high definition PDH
file?

Coulditbe people are being deliberate
prevented from scrutinising the documer
closely? If so, one has to ask; why?

AN INTRIGUING PINK OVERLAY
On some pages of the 1910 and 19
diaries there is a pink overlay. This w4
applied round about the late 1960s.
paste was crudely painted on to a numtk
of pages. This has provoked some curiog

e
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rT?Two Westminster Events

class Protestant parents and widow of
murdered Human Rights solicitor Patrick
Finucane, with her two solicitor sons

On the very hot evening of Tuesday Michael and John. All dignified in their
26th June, 2018 we queued to enterongoing grief, the sons still angry at what
Portcullis house through the airport- had happened to their father.
security type barriers. Outside it was the ~As the flyer said:
rush-hour. We were inthe Thatcher Room,
Portcullis House. The security staff were
again changed. No familiar faces for those
of us who attend Portcullis House on a
regular basis. The armed police nearby )
you don't look at too long. You could get ~ There was a quotation from Rosemary

a fixed look back. But no one's arguing Nelson (a Human Rights lawyer also

1 lour benefits. collusion, 15th March, 1999, aged 40):

S "... If you don't defend human rights
A The large room may not have been lawyers who will defend human rights?"
effilled but it was quality not quantity that

ityoccupied the evening. There sat Mrs. A year before her death, Pat Finucane

Panel Update & Discussion
from The Finucane Family
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"Human Rights Activist Pat Finucane,
1949 — 1989, Targeted by British
Establishment, executed by Unionist
Death Squads."

=)
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down the years. A question put to th

e Geraldine Finucane, daughter of middle- had been gunned down on the 12th of
19
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February 1989, when loyalist gunmen of Margaret Thatcher who seemed to becirculate was Elisha McCallon, who
smashed in the front door with sledge- gazing upwards to either Heaven or elserepresents the Foyle constituency of Derry
hammers and shot him 14 times while hedisapproving of this Sinn Fein-organised City. She is also a former mayor of that
was at dinner with his wife and three meeting. The very serious atmosphere ofcity. A brave woman amidst the noise of
children on that Sunday evening. the meeting erupted into laughter. No onechatter that made the Irish traditional music
felt annoyed. SF is too much a mature band seem to just make silent movements
Francie Molloy, Sinn Fein MP for Mid-  political party now to be bothered by such asthey played banjo, accordion, tin whistle
Ulster, chaired the meeting. Also there astrivialities. Anyway, there is no room in and bodhran in a losing battle against the
MPs were Paul Maskey, SF, for West Portcullis House with a name that would chatter of a large crowd. What songs they
Belfast, Michelle Gildernew, SF, for satisfy the people of Ireland. played | had no idea.
Fermanagh and Tyrone, and, Stephen
Pound, UK Labour for Ealing North and  All-in-all, this sombre meetingreflected = A screen high up on the wall was
former Shadow Minister for Northern on the evil that lies at the heart of soundlessbutkeptany MP there informed
Ireland. He regularly attends Sinn Fein Westminster. it was the chill of death and of the parliamentary debate going on in
meetings in London. the death to come. the chamber. Thistime it was about Brexit
It's the most intense meeting | have and the continuity of cooperation of the
Tony Lloyd, MP for Rochdale is the beenatin Portcullis House. So eager werehealth services in Europe, after the UK
present Shadow Minister for Northern people to participate we overran the timeleft the EU.

Ireland. He popped in for a few minutes allotted. The bar was busy handing out free red
and was unnoticed until Stephen Pound 30th June, 2018 and white wine plus coca-cola and water:
announced who he was as he departed 98% of those attending were male and
again quickly. well over retiring age. | wondered where

the new blood was coming from. Elisha
McCallon and my niece, who also comes
from Derry, were the youngest there.

Geraldine Finucane spoke at length . . .
about her almost 30 year campaign for the Sinn Fein MPs )
truth to come out and for a Public Inquiry ~ Annual Summer Reception
that would bring all the protagonists,dead |t was a stifling hot Tube ride to ~ SPeaking to afew of the oldsters, as an
oralive, involvedin her husband's murder, westminster with security airport-style at oldster myself, I wasn't surprised to hear
to the table. She and her sons were iNpgricullis House even more strict this SOme of them were refugees from the now
London to pursue this idea as a necessityijme with a number of UK Labour MPs defunct CPGB and the also the mainly
She had been in Washington during thegnd sinn Fein MPs due to attend in thedefunct Connolly Association plus some
Obama period and had spoken to seniofattiee Suite of Portcullis house. left-of-the-Labour Party, and too far left
senators and had been given sympathy.  Thjs meeting was by invitation only. t0 appreciate Corbyn’s efforts for a fairer

Next it was the turn of the her sons, The keynote speakerwas Michelle O'Neill, Society in the UK.

Michael and John, to enlighten us on theifyho concentrated on Human Rights in  The strict security in place irritated a
campaigns in the legal field to bring about the six Counties. She said that Sinn Feincouple of them and they weren't too pleased
apublicInquiry. They sounded optimistic was continuing not to participate in 1o pe reminded that the Westminster area
there would be this outcome in the neargovernmentthere. Itis a fact that the DUP|g 4 dangerous place to be in now since the
future, though this had been promisedare not giving Sinn Fein, now a major all- ISIS-supporter's attacks. There are also
overtheyearsand there had beenaletdowfteland party, proper recognition through some of the more extreme Ulster loyalists
from Tony Blair. its arrogance and its in-built sectarian 1o pe considered. In as strange way it
. . approach. Minor efforts are being made seemed as if the wheel had turned full
The discussion was then thrown openpy them like an attendance at a GAA gircle. Back in the 1950s/early 1960s
to the meeting with many points debated match, but it's like giving a beggar a yhen the Connolly Association was riding
by what I presumed to be a lawyer in the pound coin. high, there was such receptions in various
audience. I myself brought up the deliber- s O'Neill also explained how Brexit venu,es in London attended by Labour
ate British-made dysfunctional tgrritory for Ireland was not a good thing for the pmps who usually surrounded Desmond
known as Northern Ireland and its dys- country, though she did recognise the Greaves in the manner they now surround
functionaljustice. My questionwaivhat  majority vote for it in the UK. Michelle O'Neill. There was a large Irish
it ahuman rights lawyer had been gunned community theﬁ and the Irish vote was
down in England in such a heartess Most of the togetherness occurred in yita| to Labour. This time that community
manner as Pat Finucane? the corridor outside the Attlee Suite s severely diminished, with it bookshops

This inspired the former Shadow Petween Michelle O'Neill and the Labour gown to nil, along with its dance halls. But
Minister for Northern Ireland, Stephen MPS, mostofwhomdidn'tenterthe Attlee ths time around Sinn Fein looks like it is
Pound, to say that no one cared about theUite. a government-in-waiting for the entire
Irish and Ireland, that a Public Inquiry ] Island of Ireland.
would be like a ball of wool unravelling. ~ Quite agrand name but the large space,

(I take it he meant revealing all its hidden Withits stained carpet, whichhas obviously  gyentually the crowd moved away from
secrets in the Finucane murder) seen many celebrations, is a barren arege main body of the Attlee Suite to the bar
with high round tables for those drinkers g,ea with the drone of voices growing

Francie Molly mentioned the fact that Preferring to stand. There was a short|gyger. Not being a drinker anymore, |
the meeting had probably been allocatedSPeech by Michelle O'Neill and then she gecided to leave early, that was 19.30
to the Thatcher Room in order to annoy. @nd @ few of other Sinn Fein MPs dis- jhstead of 20.30.

Everyone directed their eyes to the painting@PPeared. The only MP who remained to W.J.Haire



100th Anniversary
Part 8

The Russian Revolution

France made a declaration of Democracythat the Westminster Parliament legislated
to the world in the early 1790s. England retrospectively to legitimise extraordinary
rejected it. actions undertaken in crises which it had

Within the Whig Party—the party of been too busy to legitimise in advance.)
the 'Glorious Revolution' of 1688—there
was a tendency that supported French A couple of years after the nominal
principles as being consistent with the political democratisation of 1918, the
principles of the 'Glorious Revolution'. matter of social revolution was put to the
Againstthis there developed an authoritar-test.
iantendency whichinsisted that continuity  Ithad been assumed thatan enfranchised
of government was the essential thing in populace would not for long tolerate the
political affairs. social institutions and economic arrange-

The politician of the authoritarian ments made by the superior classes when
resistance to Democracy was William Pitt they monopolised political power. Butin
the Younger Its ideologue was Edmund 1921, when three powerful Trade Unions
Burke. The authoritarian Whiggery of made a set of demands on the state which
Pitt and Burke became the Toryism of the would have upset the system, the Prime
early 19th century. And Burke's powerful Minister said he could do nothing for
defence of authority, theetters On A them but, on the other hand, he had no
Regicide Peaceset the parameters of power that could resist their power if they
English political thought. exercised it. Sothe situation was that they
must either take over the country, or else
withdraw and let him govern it as best he

tion' was a revolution at all—that was its
. : . could. They went home. The democracy
virtue. Revolutions were notto be wilfully . .
was bourgeois as well as Imperialist.

undertaken. The basic human right was a
right to be governed.

Burke denied that the 'Glorious Revolu-

Democracy came to Russia as a thiefin
England maintained regularity of the night. There were revolutionaries in

government against a process of grea]p'Gﬂty in Russia. Oscar Wilde's Russian
economic and social change all throughplay,Vera even placed the son of the Tsar
the 19th century. It was constitutionally in a revolutionary group, and it was not
undemocratic under a ruling class of much of an exaggeration. But the revolu-
aristocrats and gentry, while France fluc- tionaries did not make the revolution. It
tuated between democracy and dictatorshipvas in that respect the converse of the
_democracy without effective State ‘Glorious Revolution'—itwas arevolution,
authority and dictatorship with popular andnobody madeit. Ittook the revolution-
approva|_unti| the bourgeois Third aries a few days to realise that it had
Republic was founded on the slaughter ofhappened.

the Paris Commune in 1871, in the after- Sukharnov (who was simultaneously

math of the failed invasion of Germany. an ‘expert’' serving the Tsarist State and a
subversive being sought by its police)
England became a nominal democracydescribes that situation:
in 1918 as a by-product of the military "Tuesday, February 21dtwas sitting
conscription introduced in 1917 for the  in my office in the Turkistan section.
Imperial War The populace had allowed Behind a partition two typists were
itself to be compelled to serve in the war ~ 90SSiping aboutfood difficulties, rows in
to break Germany and seize its trade and SPOPPINg queues, unrest among the
. . women, an attempt to smash into some
its cc_)lonles, and to conquer th_e Ott_o_man warehouse. 'D'you know', suddenly
practice between democracy and Empire, you ask me, it's the beginning of the
and, therefore, there was no conflict in  revolution!
principle either. "These girls didn't understand what a
Church and State had been merged in "€volution was. | believed them for a
the English Constitution and so there was ~ S€¢0nd- But in those days, sitting over
o . . my irrigation systems and aqueducts, over
no possibility of conflict between its
practices and its principles.

my articles and pamphlets... | kept
thinking and brooding about the inevitable

(It used to be the case, before England
almost lost itself in the European Union,

revolution that was whirling down on us
at full speed...

"In this period of agony of Tsarism, the
attention of Russians, or at any rate of
Petersburg 'society'... revolved primarily
around the State Duma convened on
February 14th. By some people—the
more conservative Left (socialist) elements
—the workers' street demonstrations
under the slogans of '‘Bread!' and 'Down
with the Autocracy!" were linked to this
date. Elements further to the Left,
including myself, spoke out at various
party meetingsagainst tying up the
workers' movement with the Duma. For
bourgeois Duma circles had given proof
enough, not only of their inability to join
the proletariat even against Rasputin, but
also of their mortal fear even of utilizing
the strength of the proletariat in the
struggle for a constitutional regime or for
‘carrying on the war to total victory'.

"This fear was completely justified. It
was possible, of course, to summon up a
spirit, but to force it into one's own
service—never...

"Not one party was preparing for the
greatupheavalEveryone was dreaming,
ruminating, full of foreboding, feeling
his way...

"These philistine girls, whose tongues
and typewriters were rattling away behind
the partition, didn't know what a
revolution was. | believed neither them,
nor the inflexible facts, nor my own
judgment. Revolution—highly improbable!
Revolution! —everyone knew this was
only a dream—a dream of generations
and of long laborious decades. Without
believing the girls, | repeated after them
mechanically: 'Yes, the beginning of the
revolution'.

"On Wednesday and Thursday—
February 22nd and 23rd—the movement
in the streets became clearly defined,
going beyond the limits of the usual
factory meetings. At the same time the
feebleness of the authorities was
exposed... Butthese were 'disorders'—
there was stillno revolution. Afavourable
outcome was not only not discernible as
yet, but not one of the parties was even
steering towards it; they merely strove to
exploit the movement for agitational
purposes.

"On Friday the 24th the movement
sweptover Petersburg like agreatflood...
General Khabalov got out a proclamation,
which essentially only served to reveal
the impotence of the authorities...

"The movement was plainly out of
hand... On Friday | began categorically
maintaining that we were dealing with a
revolution, as an accomplished fact.
However, | was waved aside as an
optimist...

"Who was to be the successor of the
Tsarist autocracy? This was the pointon
which my attention was focussed that
day...

"My starting-point was the complete
disintegration of democratic Russia under
the autocracy. Atthe time the democratic

21



22

and the Bolsheviks themselves to perf-
orm tasks they knew to be beyond their
strength. Thiswasthe core ofthe problem.
The Bolshevik Party was utopian in
undertaking to perform these tasks. It
made a fateful error when it started an
insurrection without thinking about them"
(p571).

movement had control of nostrongorgan-  The Bolsheviks did not, in the literal
izations, whether political, trade-union, sense, seize power. What the did essen-
or municipal. And in its state of dis- tja|ly was to assert the power which they
integration the proletariat, isolated as it had built up during the eight months of
was from other classes, could create only . L
fighting organizations which, while anarghyasthe State power in the situation.
representing a real force in the classAnd it was then that the anarchy brought
struggle, were not a genuine element ofabout by the February Revolution, that
State power..."The Russian Revolution happened entirely of its own accord,

pp3-7). resulted in the establishment of a Russian Sukhanov's book was published in

For these reasons. and because o tate. Andthat State saw off all-comersin1922. Fromthe time | came across itinthe
’ 1960s | have taken it to be the book of the
Russian Revolution, even more than
Burke's Reflectionsis the book of the
French Revolution. Sukhanov was a
participant in what he wrote about. What
he said in 1922 he had said in 1917. He
. was a Left Menshevik in 1917, as close to
"...the Bolsheviks should have had g, 50 ism asitwas possible to be within
clear ideas and precise plans as to whaﬁI .
they should do with the State they had Marxism. And he was one of the very few
won... | maintain the Bolsheviks had no Whose criticism was noticed by Lenin.

such plans. And personally, both in S .
speec‘;\es and in grticles % directed Itseemsthat, when he was finishing his

attention precisely to this aspect of the Pook (whose Russian titlel¥otes On the
matter. Revolution, he took the State, which had

"I maintained the Bolsheviks had no won all its wars, internal and external, as
other ideas than the immediate handingpeing still an act of insurrection. And so,
over ofthe land for seizure by the peasants;, 5 sense, itwas. The wars had served as

readiness to propose peace at once, the . . )
most confused ideas about .Workers.%dwersmnfromthe problem of governing

control and the most fantastic notions of IN @ccordance with the objects which the
methods of extracting bread, with the Bolsheviks set themselves.

help of the 'sailor' and the ‘working girl'... Much could be done as necessary
Lenin had more 'ideas’, borrowed whole measures for the defensive War that was
from the experience of the Paris Com- jn accordance with the full Communist
mune and Marx's pamphlet on it, and gig of the Bolshevik Party, but those

also—from Kropotkin. These of course .
included the destruction of the system of measures could not be continued after

credit and the seizure of the banks; theMilitary victory as the form of the peace-
thoroughgoing revision of the govern- time economy. In that sense, the problem
ment apparatus and its replacement byof implementing the Bolshevik
administrators from among the working programme began in 1921.

class (this in peasant, limitless and half-  gykhanov's assertion that in October
savage Tsarist Russial); the liability to 1917 the Bolsheviks had fiolear ideas

election of all officials; compulsory parity .
between specialist's wages and theand precise plans as to what they should

average worker's. And there were somed0 With the State they had wois’ not
other fantasies, which all vanished at the Seriously disputable. Itis alsoindisputable
first contact with reality. that the actual economic revolution

"Lenin's pamphletState and Revolu-  accomplished by the Bolshevikup d'etat
tion, was very soon to become gospel. was a bourgeois revolution. The new
Eg:vggsggfsglrlnggﬁlsingotsopg\lf\’/ezsr S;)’V_aésc; 4form of property relations it established
was private property in land by farmer

forbid that anything should be done in .
accordance with its visionary words!— OWners, in place of the landlord system—

and secondly it had not yet been as was done in Ireland in 1903.
published...

difficulties connected with the War,
Sukhanov concludedPower must go to

the bourgeoisie. Butwas there any chanceBolsheviks had no governing policy for

that they would take it?'(p9).

returned from exile in April, persuaded
the Party leaders to adopt a revolutionary
policy against the Provisional Govern-
ment, and to develop the Soviets into
organs of State power. (The Soviets were
the mass institutions of society. They
were not hostile to the Parliamentary
Government, and did not see themselves
as alternatives to it, but the Parliament did
not see how it could fit them into its notion
of constitutional government, and it had
no roots in society through mass institu-
tions of its own.)

The Bolsheviks attempted to seize
power in July, but failed. That put the
Provisional Government in the ascendant
over them. It failed utterly to consolidate
its victory because Kerensky could not
establish a workable relationship with
General Kornilov, whom he had appointed
Army commander. Hisideas were perhaps
too abstract and Kornilov's were too
concrete. Anyhow, he declared that certain
measures adopted by Kornilov amounted
to treason, and prosecuted him. The
Bolsheviks then recovered quickly from
the reverse they suffered in the July Days
and they slipped into power in October.

It was not the case that they seized the
institutions of power of the Democratic
State and used them to their own advan-
tage. There was no Democratic state.
There was not even an oligarchic bourgeois
State. There was, in effect, a Parliamentary
body called the Government, which had
not inherited institutions of State power
from the Tsarist regime in February, and
which had not constructed institutions of
State power of its own by October.

And the Government had remade itself
in May by bringing the bulk of the
Menshevik Party over toit. The Menshe-
viks did not bring an addition of power to
the Government. (They saw themselves
as educators of the workers, rather than
representatives of the workers in politics.)
But they added to its confusion.

he course of the next three years.

the State they had constructed, and had ng
This was also the position of the theory of how what they undertook to do
Bolshevik Party, more or less, until Lenin might be done:

Sukhanov claimed that in October the

. . Rosa Luxemburg, the Jewish/German/
Wej:zgﬁgqgvézsx:?h”tthk;?‘\’/"igg?;tg‘ﬁé’ Polish Marxist, who was closest to Lenin
the State they would win. They were In the German Socialist .Democr.a_cy,
acting againstMarx, againstcommon  Published a pamphlet against Leninism
scientific Socialism,againstcommon  Onthis ground—thathe was seton enacting
senseagainstthe working class, when a socialist revolution in a way that would
by way of insurrection, under the slogan greatly increase the weight of bourgeois
of 'Power to the Soviets, they attempted property against the socialisation of
to hand over to their own Central property.

Committee the totality of state power in .
Russia. The power of a single isolated Rosa Luxemburg was a revolutionary.

proletarian vanguard, though it was basedShe Was very much a revolutionary. But
on the confidence of millions of the She gave priority to the correct method of

masses, obliged the new Governmentcooking the salmon over the practical



problem of catching it. So she never had ofthe workers'and peasants’' governmenthe USA and Russia—and, as the first act
the problem of implementing a problem- ~ andthe Sovietsystem. proceedtoovertakesf jts authority, it mandated a Jewish
atical programme after gaining powerwith ~ the other nations?... colonisation of Arab Palestine. And the
it, because she never gained power—never f You say that civilisation is necessary world was impelled into a line pfogress
. . . or the building of socialism. Very good. . e
came clos_e to it. Indeed, it could_be said gyt why could we not first create such that served_ the capltz_il|§t Imperialism of
that she did not really want to gain State  prerequisites of civilisationin our country the 1918 victors: Britain, France, Italy
power because of the many conditions she as the expulsion of the landowners andand Japan. And in its resistance to
imposed on the way it must be done. the Russian capitalists, and then startimperialism, it took its inspiration from
But she continued to engage in revolu-  moving towards socialism? Where, in the side of Bolshevik development that
tionary agitation in support of an impos- ~ What books, have you read that such\yest Eyropean Marxism rejected.
sible revolution in a Germany that was variations of the customary historical
under conquest and that the conquerors sequence of events are impermissible or - Ag | enin was writing his response to
: : impossible? Sukhanov, the conflict within Bolshevism
were intent on breaklng up. She added to "Napo|eon, I think, wroteOn s'engage ! o .
the chaos of defeat—inwhich the pressing et puis... on voit. First engage in a 2Poutthe possibility of Socialist develop-
need was for national defence—by means ~ serious battle and then see what hap__me_ntm Russia while capitalism continued
of an agitation that was essentially defeat-  Pens;... Our European philistines never in in Western Europe, began.

ist. And she did this without ever having ~ €Ven dream that subsequent revolutions :

t ted t ruct litical f 9 in Oriental countries, which possess much Trotsky had predicted many years
atempted 1o construct a political Torceé o nopulations and a much vasterbefore the event that, when Tsarism fell,
that could act as a State in place of the  gjyersity of social conditions will un- there would be Socialist revolution

brittle Social Democratic Governmentthat  doubtedly display even greater distinc- pecause a bourgeois regime could not

she was agita'Fi_ng againstj _ tions than the Russian revolution..." ¢ stainitself. And so it happened. But he

She had ‘?““C'S?.d Lenin for his pre-  (Vol. 33, pp378-380). also predicted that Socialist revolution in
oc_gu_panon W|th_poI|t|caI powerand h_e had Russia would be bound up with Socialist
criticised her—in response to haunius A very great part of the world, perhaps . o\ .0 \Wectern Europe, and that

pamphlet during the War—for her lack of the greater part, was, until Britain's Great
concernwithit. She played with revolution War of 1914, living in pre-capitalist forms
in the highly unstable conditions brought of society, inacondition thatwas summed
about by defeat and conquest—which areup by Britain's superb Imperialist poet,
not the same thing but were combined in Rudyard Kipling, asthe dark Egyptian
the Anglo-French treatment of Germany in night”. After 1918 they could no longer
1918-19, and she came to grief. live like that. It wasn't allowed. The

world was organised into a League of LT
Sukhanov characterised the Bolshevik Nations, run by the British and French would be irresistible.

Revolution as Utopian because it was notempires that had made war on their . Lenin died in 1924, his last political

conducted on a governing programme German rival and destroyed it, and it Wasmtervention having been in March 1923.
ready to be put into effect when they won. parcelled out into concocted nation-states, o ¢ Was no overthrow of Capitalism in
Europe. It had been defended in Italy by

He was a revolutionary of long standing. i italist world market—: n

He had brooded luti dd t .acapta_st O.d arket—states, ofte ' Fascism. So what was Russia to do?

€ had brooded on revolution and dréamtyithout prior national development, and ; "

fit. H Marxist— derlv scien- i . o Trotsky repeated his position that an

orit. newas a Marxist—an orderly scien- without internally-generated capitalist - )

tifi ialist. And vet he thought of . . attempt at Socialist development in an

mc socialist.  And yet he thought of markets, and therefore in practice sub-. . .

revolution as a kind of election ordinate to the Euronean Empires isolated Russia must fail. If that was the
P pires. case, would not the thing to do be to find

Lenin responded with what Seems t0 01314 was, by comparison with many of @ bourgeoisie from somewhere and try to
have been the last article he published:,oe giates adeveloped nationwith amarkefand over the instruments of Soviet State
Our Revolution Apropos OfN. Sukhanov'sg o my 1t asserted itself as a nation-statd®OWer to it, with its Bolshevik Party
Notes 16 January 1923. There are o, the 1918 Election and declared itself undertaking the role of an Opposition?
further items in th&ollected Worksbut  j,4enendent of Britain in January 1919. The
they are proposals to the Party. newly-democratised British Government ~ The bourgeoisie had failed to establish

This is the gist of his response: disregarded the Irish Election and Declara their own State Power in 1917. But now

"It does not occurto any of them to ask: tion of Independence and governed it by in 1924 there actually was a strupture of
but what about a people that found itself Black and Tan methods. A Trinity historian, State. The structure of a proletarian State
in a revolutionary situation such as that Joast Augusteijn, has argued that the Irishit is true—but Lenin had said repeatedly
created during the first imperialist war? peclaration of Independence was not legiti that there was no longer an industrial
Might it not, influenced by the hopeless- 10 hecause it was not recognised by anyProletariat. Ithad disappeared as aclassin
gteriZg?(fa {thsats :,t\ltgaut;g g’ﬁglrni% a:gslggsltnstgrr?e other states. What other states were there ihe course of the Civil War. _

1919? The world was being run by Britain ~ Trotsky did not propose that the project

chance of securing conditions for the . ;
further development of civilisation that and France through the Versailles Confer should be abandoned, but neither did he

were somewhat unusual... ence, and the League which was beingWithdraw his contention that it could not
"If a definite level of culture isrequired  established as a adjunct of the Versaillessucceed.

for the building of socialism (although - conference. Forthe purpose of recognising

nobody can say just what that definite y,o gemocratically-mandated Irish inde  Let us concede, almost a century later,

level of culture'is, for it differs in every d Britai th Id. And it put that things worked out in the long run, in

West-European country), why cannotwe pendence, Britain was the world. And it pu 9 . , ng '

begin by first achieving the prerequisites In the Black and Tans. accordance with Trotsky's prediction. The

for that definite level of culture in a The handful of states thatran the LeagueSoviet system collapsed about 70 years

revolutionary way, anthen withthe aid  asserted authority over the world—minus later, under pressures exerted by proxy
23

Europe would compensate for Russian
backwardness. And he held that, if a
Socialist revolution in Russia was not
supported by European Socialist revolu-
tion, it would necessarily fail, because the
pressure on it of the International Division
of Labour in the capitalist world market
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wars with the world capitalist system, profoundly inconsistentwith his own bas
a.k.a. the United States. There was aassumption. On that assumption,
general world market. Russia was unablealternative toThe Revolution Betraye
to seal itself off from it. And the world was the Revolution Abandoned A
market got the better of it in the end. Impossible.
Capitalism failed to industrialise Russia.

It was generally agreed that Russia must If the industrialisation of Russia w3
be industrialised. Lenin proposed the done effectively within an all-pervasiv
variation of the European mode, of estab-capitalist world-market, even though by
lishing something of the culture that in Socialist Government, then it is time th
orthodox Marxism was seen as being theinappropriate idealistic criticism of it wal
product of capitalist industrialisation and given a rest and a realistic comparison
making itthe means of Socialistindustrial- Soviet and orthodox capitalist industrig
isation. And that was done. Butthe doingisations was undertaken.

¢ mutually beneficial deal’, Caulfield

he wrote” (Irish Times, 14 July).

]}

s It's possible that Caulfield's feeling of
resentment at the manner in which the EU
and Ireland have used the backstop issue

s is widely felt across British society.

L Reports in the British media confirm that

a opposition to the White Paper is coming

e frombothwings of the Conservative Party.

5 Areportin theGuardianreported a senior

ofMP saying thatthe local associations are

|- in complete turmoil”. The Tory revolt
seems to have arisen from a conviction
that a soft Brexit will lead to the worst

of it was described by Trotsky dhe Brendan Clifford
Revolution Betrayed And this was

TO BE CONTINUED

possible outcome: being partially tied to

July Brexit Summary

There have been important develop-
ments during July and all of them have
been in British politics. Following the
Brussels summit of 28/29 June, at which
the European Council simply recognised
the continuing slow progress in the negoti-
ations, the focus of attention moved to a
much-hyped meeting of the British Cabinet
scheduled for Friday July 6th at the Prime
Minister's Chequers country retreat.

Initially it seemed that May would
succeed in building a consensus around a
fudge that all strands of the Conservative
Party could agree on. The key proposalsin
the Chequers blueprint were a Free Trade
Agreement for goods and agri-food pro-
ducts, a joint institutional framework to
oversee UK-EU agreements, and a
'Facilitated Customs Arrangement'
Leading Brexiteers—like Michael Gove,
Andrea Leadsom and Liam Fox—all
endorsed it in media interviews. But, by

the EU without having any power to
influence it.

An important initiative from th&uro-
pean Research Groupa pro-Brexit
grouping chaired by Jacob Rees Mogg,

_ _ was the tabling of four Amendments to a
the recent meeting of the 8K cabinet at Parliament on Monday July 16th. The
Chequers. It envisages a close traO”ngAmendments rela'.[ed to.fourlssues:_ ruling
and economic relationship between the 0uta Customs Union with the EU without
UK and the EU in the years ahead, primary legislation; saying Britain can't
particularly for goods and ongoing close collect tariffs for the EU unless the EU
co-operation in other areas. The UK is does the same for Britain; demanding that
seeking an 'association agreement’ Withgyitain must have a separate VAT policy
the EU, covering trade, security, foreign to that of the EU; and ruling out different

policy and membership of EU agencies i ts for North
covering areas such as aviation andCUStoms arrangements for Northern

pharma. It proposes a 'free-trade arealreland and the rest of the UK.

with the EU, meaning no customs duties These Amendments challenged the
or tariffs on goods. And the plan confirms  strategy mapped out atthe Chequers meet-
that the UK wants to continue to follow ing and subsequeXthite Paperin what

EU rules, regulations and product can pe described asalte face Theresa
standards for goods and agricultural May decided to acceptthem while claiming

products. However it wants the UK h . ith her Ch
parliament to decide if it will adopt any €Y Were consistent with her Chequers

new EU rules. And the UK would set its Strategy; all four were passed. This caused

own regulations for services and the Anna Soubry, a leading Tory Remainer,

digital economy" (Irish Times, 12 July). toassertin Parliamentthatthe Government
is being run by Jacob Rees Mogg.

The Brexiteers employed a tactic of

Itisimpossible to know what lay behind

the end of the weekend, Brexit Secretarystaggered resignations in opposition to
David Davis and Foreign Secretary Boris the White Paper. The list of Junior May's change of course. The gathering

Johnson had both resigned. Ministers and Ministerial aides who stood revolt against a soft Brexit and fear of
As political events, these resignations down includes: Steve Baker, Chris Green,l0sing acrucial Commons vote are obvious
lacked the force to derail May's strategy— Conor Burns, Scott Mann, Whitney Robert causes but another factor was beginning
Davis had been frozen out of the chain of Courts. Referring to the resignations of to make itself felt during the weekend
command in the negotiating team sincetwo Conservative Vice Chairs, Maria Prior to the vote: a growing clamour for a

the team's top civil servant, Ollie Robbins, Caulfield and Bed Bradley, Denis Staunton second referendum led by Lord Peter

began directly reporting to Theresa May, wrote:

probably in January, and Davis took the
sting out of Johnson's resignation by
publicly describing it as unnecessary—
yet, as the days passed, it became clear
that unhappiness with the fudge went
deeper than the two Ministers.

The White Paper promised at Chequers
was duly published on July 12th. Its main
points were summarised by Cliff Taylor
as follows:

Mandelson.
“In their letters of resignation both The significance of Mandelson's inter-

cited May's commitment last December VeNtionwas that, as a prominent supporter
to agree a backstop to prevent a hardof EU membership, he was arguing that a
Border as a key factor in pushing her hard Brexit was preferable to a half-way
towards a soft Brexit. 'For me the backstop house. If there is one objective that Theresa
agreement for Northern Ireland was May is committed to, it is the effective
Puetﬁreerrr;esczsrisagt%';g}gsggc_t"’e ‘;O”hedelivery of Brexit. Manipulating events
prosperity -HAVINGSIONG o 1o the voters are forced to vote again

links to the Republic of Ireland, | feel the S
backstop position is not appropriate and IS clearly anathema to her. The possibility

should have been rejected. It has beerthat her difficulties with the Rees Mogg
used by the EU as a way of blocking a grouping might be exploited by Mandel-



son, Tony Blair and the rest of the Rema
lobby may have played arole in her chan
of tack.

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

The response of thHesh Timesto all
this has been interesting. A column
Stephen Collins was well summarised by . .
its title:"The time for Irish grandstanding Garda Chlef Drew Harrison
on Brexit is over'(12 July). The gist of it In an article on the appointment of Drew Harris as Garda Commissioner (Analy
was that the Government and OppositipnGarda commissioner appointment ‘like Man City signing the Man Utd manager’, |
should be open to accepting a wateredExaminer, 30 June) your Security Correspondent, Cormac O'Keefe, reporte
down 'backstop'. Another article headed, misgivings expressed by Irish security sources concerning the appointment.
"Brexit: The dreamis over. The nightmare  He reported thatin 2012 Mr Harris put late evidence into the Smithwick Tribunal
continues, from Denis Staunton, reported up to examine claims of collusion by a garda in the IRA murders of two RUC offig
on the resignations and the state of play ain1989. Irish security sources, reportedly, told the Irish Examiner that this
Westminster, and concluded by speculat-intervention “aggravated and annoyed” Garda security services who said tha

ing thatthere may no longer be a Commo
majority for the types of Brexit now o

offer. Because of this, Staunton believe

that an extension to the Article 50 negoti
tion period may be on the carda,delay

nsevidence was produced to back up the claim.

Regardless of the rights and wrongs of that particular case the fact remains th
dofficer who has just been appointed Garda Commissioner, and therefore head
a- Irish security services, was in active dispute with our security service on behalf o

UK State a few short years ago. That there is a degree of cooperation betweg

that could last for years or lead to a security services of Ireland and the UK does not mean that their differing allegia

second referendum that could stop Bre
altogether"(14 July).

| suppose we should not be surpris
that Anglophile journalists are reportin
the Brexit story in a manner in which th
ultimate goal is always a close Anglo Iris|
relationship.

The coverage of Collins and Stauntg
was tame, however, compared to statem
from another of their colleagues. Afeatu
in the Irish Timesedition that carried
Staunton's article was headéFintan
O'Toole: There is nothing undemaocrati
about voting again on BrexitTt culmin-
ates in the following punchline:

"Thereis only the horribly complicated
utterly compromised and ultimately
humiliating Brexit offered in this week's
White Paper. Would the British peopl
ever have voted for that? There is on
one way to find out—ask them."

What stands out about this article is th
it makes no pretence at catering for
Irish audience; it is targeted directly at th
liberal wing of the British political class
fully confident of having influence in the
British debate; and itmay indeed have h
suchinfluence. In Fintan O'Toole's worlg
Ireland and Britain have somehow becor
a single entity. This may be par for th
course in the Irish Anglophile discoursg
butitis unlikely to sitwell in the heartland
of English Conservatism.

It would be supremely ironic if it turns
out that, by using the White Paper to ma

a case for a second referendum, Fintan

O'Toole, like Peter Mandelson, actual
helped push Theresa May into a reviv¢
marriage of convenience with the mug
underrated Jacob Rees Mogg.

ithave disappeared.

The problem is compounded by a prevailing view in governing circles that
rdnational tradition should no longer be celebrated. It is most unlikely that this g
j national viewpoint will amount to more than a passing fad. Like all nation states wo
e of the name the Irish State needs to honour its origins and in no area is that
h important than in the conservative area of national security. Personnel of the de

and security forces, necessarily, must pledge allegiance to the State.

Mr Harris is not responsible for the anti-national view that unfortunately contin
nto have influence in our Republic but its existence makes his appointment 1
enproblematic. The Irish public needs to know that the security services are run by off
e loyal to the national tradition of the State.

Dave Alvey
Irish Political Review Group
Irish Examiner5.7.18

Unpublished letter to  Irish Times

a)

Y Gay patriots?

In her article Does it matter if some of our patriots were gaigeine 30th) Dr Elaine
at Sisson, in discussing Patrick Pearse, Dr Kathleen Lynn and Roger Casement, dis
hn a capacity for speculative musing while concrete evidence was sparse.

e Regarding Casement she claimed “...his sexual encounters recordedBiadke
Diarieswere initially denounced as fake” with the implication there now was unive
acceptance of the diaries as valid and authentic. This is misleading.

ad From 1916 down to today there has been a school of opinion that extensive f

|, took place. This was not grounded on prejudice towards any group but on an awg

ne of many anomalies in their content, physical appearance and history and the st

e restricted nature of both their public presentation as well as the discourse surro

> them. Tim O’Sullivan  (18.7.18)

U7

A Comment on the Sisson article which appeared ofrigte Timeswebsite:

(e Maythe4thbwithu

“Revisionism at it's horrible best, you can’t prove anything but instead publish s
Y of doubt so they can be used as facts and antidotes for people who wish to prop
Er? certain political agenda”
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ment, they were just as dutifully repaid catastrophic. Listening to that news was a
back by the Government or by Irish Water! similar experience to listening to the news

Does The tax-payer paid in any event, no doubt.of John F. Kennedy's assassination. The
|t world was literally rocking on its foundations.
So what is Irish Water doing? It is ;
Stack being funded by the taxpayer but no one The move by the Irish Government to

guarantee the deposits in the Banks up to
100,000 Euros per person was a very
sensible move to calm the anxieties of
ordinary depositors—most of whom had
nothing like 100,000 Euros on deposit but
IRISH WATER who were very frightened of losing the
We in Ireland have had six weeks little they had. What was questionable
without rain this Summer. One weather : . . . though was the Government Guarantee of
expert has stated that seventeen It IT.ncl)ta;s_lfrt])urstﬂ?wat?rrhmams ar€aine Banks' liabilities to other banks,
consecutive days without rain constitutesgfgtja'r?r )éo “ISe hg(rjowaetrgr. : (Ss asng'oeongrbecause it was those liabilities which had
a drought in Ireland and so we've had 3 000 ygarspago in the Palgcpe at K’nossoled to the Crash. When Anglo-Irish Bank
severe drought. This will have con- ' Was lending out huge loans to Irish

U p knows exactly on what basis. And no one,
2 except possibly the Government, knows
’ who owns Irish Water. As the saying goes
in Gaelic there i%uisce fé thalamhhere.
The translation of which means that
"something hidden is going an"

sequences over the Winter because th{:"_"nd 500 hundred years ago the Palace %usinessmen, it was enabled to do so by
yield on many crops is very low and ampton 'Cour_t near London, England borrowing from German, French, UK and
Winter fodder for cattle, particularly for was supplied with water through a water- Swiss Banks at a very low rate of interest.
dairy cows, is likely to t;e very scarce in main made of lead (n_otgood forthe healthInterest is the price of money and when
the early m’onths of next year. There wasbUt maybe' they did not know that). the price is low it means there is low
talk and discussion in the media last yearHowever, in Ireland and througho_ut demand for it. German, French, UK and
of drawing a huge supply of water from Europe and the U.SA most of the' MaINS g\viss Banks had plenty of money and
the River Shannon to supply the Dublin were made of castiron and were laid Ir]thetheyhad to lend it oyteven at a low rate,
area butthattalk is muted now because thelgth century and garly 20th century. Iq the in order to earn their profits. Anglo-Irish
River Shannon is very low, due to the pgst twenty or thirty years the C"’}St fON Bank had tapped into this source of money
drought. Recently a new higher figure for PIpes hav.e come to the end of their .us.efuland borrowed heavily and made big profits
water-leak wastage has emerged at 60% I_|ves, havmg been co'rroded an d.ox'd'.sedon paper because the Bank and its auditors
It is estimated that 60% of all theated y various ellements in the soils in Wh!Ch had not made sufficient provision for bad
potable watein Dublin is wasted through they were laid and by th? water running yepts.
leakage and public water main bursts through them. Such pipes are being At the Annual General Meetings of
- slowly—too slowly—replaced by pg. of |reland and Allied Irish Banks

This is a great national scandal. It is apo'IyVInyIchIorlde'(PVC) pipes which are (AIB), the shareholders hotly questioned
scandal because the Government hagald to be corrosive reS|stant_. . why Bank of Ireland and AIB were not
known of the wastage problem for twenty The.6(')% water wastage in Dublin— making big profits like Anglo-Irish Bank.
years or more and nothing was done abou%‘nd S'”.“'a”y throughout Ireland N0 The whips were out and the Directors of
it when the Government had the money doubt—is one p.art of t_he expense which ank of Ireland and AIB caved in: they
and when construction costs were IoweriCOUId be saved if the pIpes were replacedio started to borrow from abroad at a low
Nothing constructive was done about thefaSt.er' A.nothersavmg w!llcome from the rate and so their profits also increased
leakage but the politicians established Irishsawmg.SInCOStS of pumping Waterthroughbecause the Banks and their respective
Water, which is apparently a legal entity Pew PIPES. rather than through the old Auditors did not provide properly for bad
to which all the County Councils and City ur\r/sg :gepgg\slérnment spending moneydebts. This is the basic cause of the Crash.
tcr::aug5ﬂ?iéis?os\/t/?lréﬁdvtg?e?vvx\/lgrel: hl&?llotfh?a" on cultural and enterta?nment venues and The experts who actually saw and knew
piping, all the water supply netw,ork and events centres (which in Cork have NEVEl yhat was going on were the Bank's
the Sté;.ff. , appeared). and on extravagant refurbISh'Directors, the Bank's Auditors, the

Atone pointintime itseemedtoemergement ofofflceswhenthgresourcesshouIdRegulatorS’ the Stockbroker's Analysts
that Irish Water was’owned by a limited be devoted to the provision of safe Walerohd the Chief Executives of all of these
company registered in the UK but that for the future. entities. They all saw and knew what was
story was quickly submerged again. The THe IrRiIsH CrasH 2008  going on and they kept silent. They all
citizenry was kept diverted by a long  After|hadread the excellentreview by dined in the same top-class restaurants
controversy about paying for water and Dave Alvey of The Fall of the Celtic and most met each other in the top society
not only for water, but then waste-water Tiger—Ireland and the Euro Debt Crisis' golf clubs. They knew and they were
and sewerage was brought briefly into thein Irish Political Review March 2018, |  profiting.
public debate and it was proposed to charggot hold of the book and it is indeed one of  They mostly would also be familiar
everybody for fresh water supply and the best books written about the Irish with Senior Public Servants and with
waste-water disposal. The introduction of Crash. | can remember exactly where |Government Ministers, with whom most
the charges was done in such a cackwas in September 2008 when | heard onof them dined from time to time—but it
handed way that the public rebelled. the radio, news of the vast transfers ofdoes seem that the Pubic Servants and
Politicians made a political issue of Water money between Anglo-Irish Bank and the Ministers did not really know what was
Charges and so, incredibly—the ChargesBuilding Society for window dressing their going on. Surely, you might say, the
were dropped. Many people had dutifully Balance Sheets and for covering up theMinister for Finance had on his Ministerial
paid their Water Charges—to theiramaze-Director's borrowings. | knew it was Staff an Analyst to keep an eye on the



Balance Sheets of Public Companies, su
as the Banks, but apparently he did n
have such expertise available to him. Th
aspect of the Irish Crash is not adequatg
covered inThe Fall of the Celtic Tiger'

C

With regard to théinternational belief
that financial markets could be left to self-
regulate” this belief is of course fosteredl
by financiers who do notwant regulation—
and most of them don't as they find
anathemato their practices. Itis quite tru
from an economist's point of view, thg
financial markets will inevitably self-
regulate in that the losers will go to th
wall and so the winners will get strongef.
Economically speaking. In the case of the
Irish Crash, the initial losers were the

—~ D ~+ |

e

Banks and those foreign Banks which lept
Dt

to the Irish Banks. But economics was n
allowed into the equation. The foreigh
banks, through their Governments ar
through the European Central Bank (ECH
and the International Monetary Funfi
(IMF), were able to put Ireland on th¢

torture rack because Ireland as a Stat
10]
d

yt|pp|ng of the cap. No fawning like that warned of the French approach.

owed so much and would in future need
borrow more, and all this would be denie
to Ireland unless it accepted responsibilif
for the Irish Banks' borrowings, which i
thendid. Ireland has been a good pupil ah
so Ireland can keep its lollipops, i.e. its
ability to borrow—and the Irish taxpayerg
will be paying for it for generations.

UNMANNED ELECTRIC CARS

At Dublin's Circuit Civil Court, Mr.
John Leahy on behalf of his son Sedn
(aged 5) sued Ms Fiona Bonke because

after she got out of her electric car by the

passenger door, the car drove off by itsel

across a car park and knocked down you q

Séan, breaking his leg. And then the

ploughed on until it crashed into a parkgd

car. This was not only a terrifying expet-

ience for the young boy and his mother but

poor Ms Bonke's testimony in cou
showed how traumatised she was by t

whole incident. One just doesn't expect o
exit one's car and then see it flying off gn

its own to cause mayhem and chaos. It
pure luck that no one else was injured
killed.

When will electric/lunmanned cars b

d
3)

h

ot
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Some Pandy For Prince Charles?

It was the stuff of dreams. Like when boy, here. And the sad English Market.
you'd just awakened from a long slumber. Inevitably. Less fawning. Why does he
Nature had overdone it. Itwas withtrepida- keep touching his coat pocket? And the
tion that the British Prince, Charles, way he keeps adjusting his tie! Like he's
'recently visited Ireland. His itinerary about to choke.
included Cork and Kerry. If he could get  In Kerry it was more of the same. But
away with itthere, he'd make it anywhere. less. People were not over-bothered. Now
Itwas a bitlike New York. Itwould be the if the Gooch had appeared!
icing onthe cake. The cherriesinthe mix. Charlie went to Derrynane. Had to.
©The currants that adorned. (In Cork they The home of Big Dan [O'Connell]. Itwas
say there are currants for ating and raisinsall like a dream alright.
for everything. In Kerry they just sdpn Oh, the blinding beauty of itall. Those
fruit cake") beaches, inlets, rocks and cliffs. Sand like

Afterwards he said he saw it all at last. powder. Staggering. Big Dan was a must.
The Kingdom. Little does he know. He'd A smuggler from along line of smugglers.
not seen théyalla bundas'(yellow buns) A tax avoider visiting a tax evader. Dan's
in the little windows along BlackpoolA  lot were King's men, all the way. Dan had
shilling each. Two for a half-crownBut ~ gone looking for Robert Emmet. How
e had seeiamsa Tirén Kerry. Allthat  dare he undo The Crown! That young
culture. fellow, Emmet. Maurice 'Hunting Cap'

The people behaved with dignity. No O'Connell had been a Brit Look-Out. He
An
cghmh blemished the Rebel County. informer. Oh,theean-bhean bocfaoor

specially when herself called in, that old woman]. The French are on the sea.
time. Yes, the English Market. How sad!
But those young wans, such cheek. Charlie was now trying to talk through
closed teeth. Beautiful place. Kerry.

Prince was on the go all the while. But  When the Famine Queen had visited,
he never saw Strand Road, with the boysshe saidScotland was the most beautiful
strutting to the Mall on Saturday nights. part of my Empire. Until | saw Kerry."
NHair-dos plastered in oil and grease.This set off an explosion of holiday-
®Trouser creases, like blades. Cocks-o-makers. All keen on seeing the denizens.
the-walk. Making shapes. Flexing it. In their habitat. The Killarney jarvies
Jingling coins in pockets. Glaring at boys were on the make. Giddy-up. And there
rom the Rock and Boherbee who daredit lies. The capital. Tralee. The sheltered
'venture into the interior. Dangerous stuff. strand. Tragh-Ié.

The whirr of the electric hare in the  Then there's Puck Fair, the Festival of
greyhound track. The traps springing Kerry, The Rose, Ballybunion,
open. The So-Ho. The ivories tinkling in Ballyheigue, Dingle, Listowel—if he was
the piano in the Grand. Farmers exitinginto books—Listowel. Then Fenit,
epubs along Castle Street. Counting Blennerville, The Spa, Dingle, Brandon,
shekels. Reeling. Seeking balance.The Reeks, Kenmare, Caherciveen. On
Making for the next pub. andonitgoes. Neverending. Don'tforget
S Young ones teetering on high-heels. The Conor Pass. Or The Healy Pass.
"All mascara. Making for the Ashe or the Mind the vertigo.

C.G. Theblare ofthe band. Elvisdrawing Don't forget 'The Wild colonial Boy',
all. Hollywoodre-incarnated. Athousand Jack Duggan. Castlemaine, Sneem,

f

legally banned by our Government? SurglyMarilyns and Lisas. Smothered in lip- Lixsnaw, Ardfart, Castlecove, Iveragh,

somewhere along the line, the Elon Musksstick and eye-shadow. Trying to be Ladies view, the Lakes, the Black Valley.
of this world have to be faced down. Qr Dietrich. Seeking Clarke, Gregory or Puck. Did he visit Puck? Did he down
will nothing happen until a lot more may} Brad. Settling for Johnny, or Mick. Or a copious pintsthere? Nearly, Caragh Lake.
hem eventually causes people to shyprince! On a white horse. There was oneMysterious. Hidden. A haven. Beautiful
enoughis enough? Multinational Corporg- in town. Too late. Too late. Glenbeigh. Those purple beaches, after

tions cannot always win, especially if th
public starts to turn by not buying thei
computerised products!

Michael Stack ©

rain. But then, it's always after rain. Or
Charlie had gone to Cork too. More just before rain. All fresh and green.
restraint this time. A gush of young ones.

More disciplined. Here, Prince. Here, To page 28, column 2
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TAX continued

ALL Promise: No DELIVERY

A great opportunity was lost when the
Fine Gael/Labour Government did npt
carry through the introduction of a Sife
Value Tax (SVT) ,which was on the 2011

values. Instead they introduced a Prope
Tax, which discourages the maximy
development of land and property, becal
it taxes improvements, while SVT encoy
ages them.

The current Government decision
refund 2173 million, paid by 990,00
house-holders, four weeks prior
Christmas 2017 was surely one of the
most cynical and opportunist politic
strokes since Lynch abolished tje
Domestic Rates following the 19
General Election.

m

Their implementation of Property T
is another example! Our Property
already looks fairly insignificant to ma
Europeans who pay a lot more for lo
services.

It will only raise about half the amou
the Troika originally demanded. For no
the tax is expected to raise around 250
a year, which is roughly 0.25pc of t
State's debt pile.

The Property Tax and the introducti
of Water Charges was a non-negoti
condition of the Troika's bailout and nd
they are talking about tax cuts!

t

e

n

HeNrRY GEORGE

"In the late 19th and early 20
centuries, George's proposed reform
widely advocated, as by Winstqg
Churchill in Britain and Sun Yat Sen
China. Itusedto be a plankin the platfo
of the Australian Labor Party and, whiin
itwas removed, Clyde Cameron, avete
'Old Labour'man, complained that Lalgpr
had lost its way" (John Yound@
NewsweeklyMelbourne, 21.4.2018).

"George'sworks are still relevant tod:
not just for his land philosophy but for
more general social principles. He ha
natural moral law approach, maintainifig
that basic economic principles are magal
principles. His most famous wor
Progress and Povertyas four chapter
refuting the claim of Thomas Malth
that the world was becoming ovej-
populated.

"A misunderstanding that has ma
some people suspicious of George is
he was a land socialist, advocating tjjat
allland should belong to the governmegt

e

28

Programme for Government, because they
could not agree a way of assessing land

rty

In fact, he advocated no such thing.
maintained that land should remain
private hands, but that the gains aris

from the unimproved value belongs by

right to the people as a whole, and sho
be taken by the government instead
taxing what we earn.

"George wrote: 'We propose leavi

9
land in the private possession of indiii-
duals, with full liberty on their part t

give, sell, or bequeath it, simply to le
on it for public purposes a tax'..
(quotation from Henry Georgelhe
Condition of Labor p8—John Young,

land nationalisation was the solutionjgo
the Irish land problem. Land was o
man's creation, a community resourcq
be owned by the state. Under state ow
ship, Davitt saw each tenant enjoying f
security in his farm subject to the paym
of an annual tax equal to the valuatio
the land. Such a development, it
suggested, would end speculation i
encourage the optimum use of land.
eventually accepted tenant proprietorsii
but land nationalisation remained his fi
choice from 1882 until his deat
(Michael Davitt Rememberég Bernard
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Mthe monks knelt. And sea-birds hovergd Irish Rights, Wrongs And Realities.

Dlethe dive and the sea-birds made Wmte

asconductor, unseen, brandished his baton

aGreen and Gold. Next he'll be in Croké).

at

O'Hara, 1984, The Michael Davigt
National Memorial Association, Straidg
Co. Mayo).

NewsweeklyMelbourne, 21.4.2018).

MicHAEL DAvITT AND
HeNRY GEORGE
"After readingProgress and Poverty

by Henry George in Portland Priso
Michael Davitt become convinced th

We'll return to the Davitt/Georg
connection at another time!
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Atrocity Victims Pope Francis Forgot.
Tim O'Sullivan

A Change To Birth Certs.
(Report of Juliet Holmes Letter)

Don't forget Muckross, The Upper Laké
the Lower Lake, Beaufort, the Black
Valley. And far off, The Skelligs. Wher#

and fishermen castaline and lifted oystgrs Brendan Clifford

from warm waters. And hawks circleg Vox Pat by Pat Maloney. Belloc;
overhead, measure the 'if or the 'when of Irish Universities: Maureen
O'Carroll; Gay Neighbours;
Spoiled Brats of Europe etc.

A Grieve Observed. Stephen
Richards (Part 2)

First World War Irish Munitions
Eamon Dyas

Solzhenitsyn &
The Derzhavin Memorandum
Peter Brooke

bands around the great rocks. Thelr
squawks like cries for help. The
reverberating winds orchestrated their oWn
music, rising and falling, but neve;
achieving a crescendo, as a mysterlws

No, he didn't see Puck. Gathering Da’y,
Hosting Day, Scattering Day. He dldr?t
' seethe breakers pounding off Ballybunigp. Daniel O'Connell Biography. 1847
Mhe donkey-rides. The Castle Hotalhe »  Jules Gondom. tr. Cathy Winch
Pale Moon was RisingSo haunting in they Enthusiastic Sommetry!
night air. The dance-hall throb. Hedd Manus O'Riordan
really seen so little. Re-Routing Old Injuries!

They gave him a Kerry jersey. Tm Wilson John Haire (Poem)

Subscriptions: 4 issues.
Electronic =8 (£6).
Postal Euro-zone and World Surface:
a20; Sterling-zone: £15

[ ]
In Derrynane Chas and Camilla entergd
the Dining Room. A flunkey came im
pushing a trolley bearing a pig's hea}j.
Everyone stood up. The royal pair st
down."Any chance of some Pandysked ¢ $

On-line sales of books,
pamphlets and magazines:

Chas, holding up his knife and fork, hcs .
elbows on he table. . httpS.//
A pianist was tinkling away:'Will he o www.atholbooks-
no come back again?" .
John Morgan (Lt. Col., retd.) e sales.org
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TAX continued

2007, Shrewsbury Road was the si
most _expensive street in the world
(ibid.).

shift the underlying incentives of th
system and help solve many of our pres

be low for agriculture and higher fg
businesses and residents. With an effec

Most of this is down to speculation, the 4e |ess tax would need to be collected

investment by taxpayers in local transp

Prtthe productive improvements made up

and amenities, the general commur
development in Ballsbridge, and t
agglomeration effects of firms and popu
tions to Dublin, which makes the cent
location of Ballsbridge highly sought aft
Hence, everyone should benefit from t
value capture and not just the owne

A block of land bought 50 years ago
any major Irish city will typically be worth
today many times its original value, ev
after allowing for Consumer Price Indg

(CPI) increases. But that is not becalise 5 es. Subsequently site values can

the building has become more valuablg
is due to arise in thenimproved value o
the land.

AGRICULTURAL LAND

A Land Value Tax (LVT) effectively]
appliesto the 'site’ value of land, regardl|
of what use the land is put to, or whetl
the land is occupied by buildings, or
vacant.

The value upon which the tax is appli
is based principally on the location of t
land, and the potential development opp
tunities within the planning framewo
for such land.

In such a system, agricultural land
rural Ireland would have an relatively lo

value for LVT purposes but a city centre

plot, or zoned land adjacent to a town
city, would obviously have a consideral
higher value for land tax purposes.

For land zoned for development, thg
would be amajorimpetusto either deve
such land oneself, or sell on such land
a developer, as holding on to such Ig
would carry a hefty annual tax.

The theory goes that by taxing the s
value of the property, the owners of und
utilised land will be forced to put the lar]
to better use.

And, asitforces building developmer
to go up, rather than out, urban spraw|
reduced.

The Land Value Taxation results in
more vibrant land market, rather th
developers hoarding land for decades

The introduction of LVT and its
application to all activities on land wou

e further than the Vacant Site Levy,

r retired farmers, investors, hobby farme
ivespeculators, and alternative usages
ordiluting the ownership of actively-farmg
bnland by active farmers.

Ity sitesin terms of labour, VAT, Corporation

€ Tax, and so orThis shifts resources fro

al- unproductive to productive activities.
a

r.
is

ASSESSMENT
The existing Local Authority staff

could easily assess site values, as wh
occupation are very difficult to assess.

When the commercial tax is in plac
X the same team can assess residential

EN

‘reassessed in alternate years, as is do
Denmark, where the system has beer
place for decades. The cost of administ
ing the system there is aboutper cent
of annual revenue for the tax.

PSS
er
is Record ©5.8m for 101-acre farm i
Cork auction Ifish Examiner, Farming

e terms of quality, size, rarity apdoximity
or-to the southern capital.
Kk

"After a very sluggish startand a sing
bid of @2m (219,800/acre), the bidding
took off quickly from that point. Theg
process then developed into a protrac

in
W

30 bids between them. There we
probably other interested parties the

or
ly

coming in ©l100,000 increments. W
adjourned once it reached o5m, and
was then put on the market."

re
op
to
nd The final price of abouwt57,400 per
acre dwarfs anything else achieved
ite Munster so far this year or, indeed, for
br-very long time Ifish ExaminerFarming,
d 21.6.2018)

ts

s ProPERTY TAX IN IRELAND

In Ireland, we already have two form
of property tax, these being the log
a Property Tax, and the relatively ne
hn Vacant Sites Levy which, with effect fror
1st January 2019, will yield a vacant s
levy of 3% of the market value of a sit

e - d 'S-currently assessing rateable valuatiops
This is the principle of Land Value Tax.

| blocks of land would have the same valye,
IN whereas individual buildings with multi}

pd 21.6.2018) Itis an exceptional property]|i

but they didn't get a look-in once that
process kicked in, and the bids started

Ironically, imposition of a LVT, like
the one currently being consideredfi
Scotland, might make land more afforda
for farmers, because such a tax wo
strip away the incentive to use land sim
hs s a store of wealth.
ole With this system in full operation,
land prices increased, sowould the amd
of revenue taken by the Government. A
result, the selling price would remain lo
| Land speculation would become a th
git%f the past, because the owner would
pd10 way of gaining a financial benefit

he mo!ding on to his land in the hope of fut

ir8
or-

ains.
The boom-and-bust conditions t
periodically disrupt the economy are d
in large part to the rise in land pricq
fuelled by speculation. Prices keep ris
until land becomes unaffordable and
price crashes. But, with the land reve
system fully operative, this source
instability would be eliminated.

VESTED INTERESTS
Of course, vested interests oppose §
such reform, just as they oppose relaxa
of the containment policies which 3
doing such harm. But the more powe
edthe opposition, the more strongly

e

battle between two solicitors, who madle should advocate sound solutions.

e
e

There are many well-endowed prope
'investors in the political and judici
Establishment. Could it be that there’
L powerful lobby for keeping the land ba
it and the derelict sites and the ghost estg

empty, in the hope that we might ha

another boom and they could be solq

exorbitant prices? A percentage of wh
in might then go back to the Government
away of a Property Tax.

One in five TDs and Ministers a
landlords, or owners of investment propg
ties, according to the new Dail registe

g declared interestslr{sh Independent
b 14.2.2018), which might be a fair reas
[y for their reluctance to abolishegative
, gearing.Negative gearing is a form of
te financial leverage whereby dnvestor
h, borrows money to acquire an inco

producinginvestment.

rising to 7% in 2020.

d A Land Value Tax would go mucT

continued on
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A land/locationvalue tax (L.V.T), also called &ite valuationtax, split ratetax, or sitevalue rating, is an ad
valorem* levy on the unimprovedalue of land. Unlike property taxes it disregards thealue of buildings,
personal property and other improvements to real estate.

A Land Value Tax?

Henry George (1839,97) was an
American who made his name as a lan
reformer and economist with his first
bookOur Land Policy(1871), which, as
Progress and Poverty,879, advocated
imposition of 100% tax on land values.

Invarious forms and titles, his principle]
of a Land Tax has been adopted an
implemented in countries all over the
world. Of late, his proposal has resultedl
in the Scottish Land Commission (SLC
issuing a notice on Public Contracts
Scotlandasking for contractors to submit
tenders to carry out research in to th
range of ways Land Value Taxes hav
been used.

| 3

b

"S.L.C. Chair Andrew Thin said:
"Land value taxation has been a
important element of the land reform
debate in Scotland for several years an
the Scottish Government has asked th
Commission to look at the potential for|
land value based taxesTHe Scottish
Farmer, 7.1.2018).

IBEC, the Employers Organisation

ffor the benefits which location gives ther

practice: the case making landowners ppy
.]II

(2.4.2015).

"You would think that a country which
had made international headlines for
speculation on property would be gaggi
to show the world it can introduce a Sije

unwelcome developments and
empower local authorities to take a mojje
active role in shaping the buil
environment. There was no desire
screw up the residential house mark
but is eventually what happenediew
GeographyWendell Cox, 11.9.2013).

UNIMPROVED VALUE OF LAND

Value tax, which has been used to sojne  \cCarthy concentrates particularly o

degree in Canada, Australia, New Zealal
Denmark and elsewhere. The tax wo
give local government a steady streamjof
income, instead of boom/bust,prorje
development levies" (Victoria White
Irish Examiner 27.9.2012)

UrBAN CONTAINMENT PoLicy
Economist Colm McCarthy states thht
urban containment policy played a majpr
role in the formation of the housing bubbje

din Ireland, especially in Dublin:
e

f

"Ireland passed its first major piece
land-use planning legislation in 196
modelled on the UK's Town and Count
Planning Actof 1947. The intentions we
laudable, to restrict the construction

has—

"called for the introduction of govern-
ment interventions to drive down the
cost of development land, and a new sit
value tax to replace commercial rate
and the vacant sites levy by ‘overhauling
property,related incentives and taxes'...
(Irish Examiner, 19.6.2018).

a)

EvenThe Economist.ondon, wrote:
"Land,value tax—Why Henry George had
a point.—lIdeal in theory, elusive in

* An ad valorentax (Latin for "according to

value") is a tax whose amount is based on tlje
value of a transaction or of property. It is
typically imposed at the time of a transaction
as in the case of a Sales Tax or Value-Addqd
Tax (VAT).
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d.the way that urban containment policy h

contributed to this by limiting developme
around urban areas, thus forcing up prid
by restricting the amount of land availabl.
But itis worth examining another iss
closely related to this one, namely, t
question of who should receive the ret
from the unimproved value of land.
Henry George maintained that t
Government should take the revenue frg
the unimproved capital value of lanj
instead of taxing what people earn.

"The benefits from rising land value|
are currently being captured by la
monopolists that arise primarily from th
community development around the
For instance, there are stark differencg
between location costs for individual
and firms in Dublin, Waterford, andg
Kerry. The most expensive house la
year sold for ©8.4 million on Shrews
bury Road in Dublin 4 Purchased in
1987, it was reported that this eig
bedroom property with an outdod
swimming pool required a lot of invest
ment to bring it up to the standards g§f
other properties in the area" (Fra
Crowley, UCC, Irish Examiner
18.10.2017).

"The bricks and mortar of that hougg
would not have changed considerably
that period. It does not cost millions {
maintain a house like this over a thirt
year period so most of the cost to the n{
ownersis the land value of its locatidm (

continued on page 29
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