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Boomtime Bob:
caught in his own rat trap

as 80b Geldof, a former rock star whose

Britain Back To Playing
Balance Of Power In Europe!

The central institutions of the European Union are trying to impose themselv
State on the states that make up the Union, and Britain—while still in the procgsgnd was called tBoomtown Rafshas
exiting the Union—is seeking to take advantage of the problems it is causing for séﬂ‘r. sometime useq_the cult of celebrity to

The Prime Minister has visited Poland to give moral encouragement to the e himseif a polmcal platform. He has

I ) " . regularly described Ireland ashanana
Government in its defiance of the EU authorities who are trying to lay down the [@w {0 . :
. . ) . republic and, before and during the
it about internal Polish affairs. centenary year, he persistently denigrated
the legacy of the 1916 Rising. Geldof is
S @frently in the news because Dublin City
NEdlincil under Sinn Fein Lord Mayor

Micheal Mac Donncha has refused to
reinstate his Freedom of the City award
thRer he handed it back. He handed it back
upvith much fanfare as a way of demanding
dilgt Aung San Suu Kyi should be removed
toagya recipient because of her alleged com-
riplégity in the violent expulsion of Rohinga
from Myanmar.
ayind its Irish aspect the controversy cries
h&Qytfor satire and the prize for best satirical
b)/ﬁ$ponse so far must surely go to the
following letter which reproduces the

Britain is leaving the EU because it does not intend to reduce itself to the stat
mere European nation. The English nation is not European in culture and senti
decided not to be five hundred years ago and it has never changed its mind.

When the groundwork of the EU was being laid, its attention was distracted
unexpected crumbling of its Empire as a consequence of its war with Japan. Ag
six defeated European states got themselves together while Britain was fighting i
wars—racist wars—in Malaya and Kenya and elsewhere: rearguard actions fir.
to prevent independence and then to impose neo-colonial structures on its
colonies.

The European project, whose purpose was to prevent Britain from ever again
balance-of-power games with Europe, took off. When Britain noticed wha
happened it asked to join, but the EU (then in its EEC phase) was still being le
founders and the British application was rejected. . ) .

It was admitted by a later generation of European leaders who lacked the exp rie%ucrt]aCh line from“GeIdof s mostfamous hit

. . . . o j song, Rat Trap’:
and wisdom of its founders, and it spent its forty years of membership diverting EBrope

from its original purpose. It's ironic to hear Bob Geldof isn't

happy that Dublin City Council removed

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 7

Central Bank undermining IFSC Brexit efforts ? imagine how thatwill play outin Downing

Street or the Treasury in London'.
What he actually said as reported in the
"nice little financial services centre pajly Telegraphwas: But it seems that the Ambassador need
you've got here, pity if anything were to "y 5, have ajob to do, so ourworking MOt have worried. According to thesh
happento it... assumption is that you will do your job, Independent Minister queries Central
Those were not exactly the words used ~ butit's the way you do your job', recalled Bank attitude'7 Dec. 2017), the Central
by the outgoing British Ambassador to ~ Mr Donoghue in an interview with The  Bank of Ireland has stepped up to the plate
Ireland in 2016, Dominick Chilcott, when 1 €/egraph. to protect British interests from Irish

he warned the IDA's head of strategy He said.if there is any aggressive of - gycroachment.  So much so, that the
: . ; Y public marketing of Ireland in London, ,. . . I .
Kieran O'Donohue againstpoaching busi- o it was seen to be an opportunistic Minister with responsibility for promoting

ness from the City of London post-Brexit.  grab for a piece of the industry, you can the financial services industry, Michael

continued on page 11
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Then, in 2016, Britain judged that it the divisions that will necessarily arise

had misdirected Europe from the inside asamongst them.
much as it could and decided to leave. It

act out of the impulse which made that
history. England would never be such a
nation. Itwould not be part of the European
herd—a herd of losers who were seeking
comfort by keeping each other company.

"Between the Individual and Humanity
stands, and must continue to stand, a
great fact—the Natian It was Arthur
Griffith who said that. It was the insight
on which Sinn Fein was founded. 21st
century Ireland seems to have forgotteniit,
and to have adopted what Griffith rejected
—the illusion of a cosmopolis.

But what has cosmopolitanism ever
been in Ireland except West Britishism?

Its nature was camouflaged by Ireland's
entry into the EU following Britain. It
could be European in the company of
Britain. It could be internationalist as an
attachment to Britain in Europe. But now
Britain has shocked it by being what it
always was—a Cavalier nation acting out
of its impulse of national wilfulness.

And how can Ireland be European
without Britain!!

If Ireland had the will to be itself in
Europe—as it never was except in the
brief Haughey era—there would no doubt
be some difficulties of economic adapt-
ation. But, if its actions are determined by
those economic problems, rather than by
a revival of the national will that made it
a state, what will it be?

The rise of Provisional Sinn Fein during
the last twenty years slowed down the
West British development of Southern
politics. But Sinn Fein is a Northern
Ireland party. Whatdrove itwas resistance
to the undemocratic and Protestant

has not quite left but it has already begun
to play balance-of-power.

Napoleon described the English as
nation of shopkeepers. He was greatlyNorthern reland
. ”?'Sta"e”- While E_ngland may have The Protestant sectarianism of the
The EU, encouraged by Britain, pioneered shopkeeping as a major econo- . .
. ) ) . . =~ “systemhasbeenremediedtoaconsiderable
engaged in random expansion when themic activity and developed shopping into extent by the 1998 reform which estab-
Soviet system broke up, re-imagined itself a mode of Sabbath observance, it is by y

. - . lished something close to authentic
as a World Power, and began pressing ororigin a nation of conquerors, buccaneers

Russia, engineered an anti-Russtanp  and gamblers. The revelation of the 2016aparthe|d—an authennc system ofseparate
: ; ) o . development. This reform has made life
in the Ukraine—overthrowing a Govern- Referendum was that it still remains what . o L
: o inthe British state tolerable to the minority
ment which had made a trade deal withit always has been. : ; . .
. . . . community—Catholic and Nationalist—
Russia and collaborating with Fascist S . .
. . . o which is now close to equality with the
elements for the purpose, while at the It boasted in connection with its last ; S
. . . . other community which is Protestant and
same time invoking the memory of the two World Wars that Europeans tried to ;| .~ . . .
: . . . ) : Unionist. Itis possible that under present
war against Fascism—a war to which the figure it out, to understand it, so that they . .
S - : L .7 circumstances there could b arift between
European contribution was negligible, if could take prudent account of it in their . . .
. ! . the Catholic and Nationalist aspects of
Russiais nolongerto be seen as Europearown actions, but they always failed because : .
o ) . Wwhat has hitherto been a seamless unity.
England had within it the capacity to actin
The Six states that made Central Europea way that defied calculation. It would  The Southern Establishment used to be
modestly functional in the immediate never allow itself to be tamed through strongly Catholic—of its own volition
aftermath of the War have now become being understood. because of centuries of English Protestant
28. The coherent collaboration of the Six Edmund Burke used the phraseoppression, and not because of some
is not sustainable in the 28, which Britain "truckling nations"to describe nations imposed power of priestcraft—and anti-
will reduce to 27 with aview to playingon that cannot live in their own history and Partitionist, in superficial form at least. It

sectarian system of British governmentin



has for a generation been discarding i
oZ IS NI R s (8 e s MM [o]lals LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITO
this allegedly inthe groundless expectati
that this would encourage the Ulste
Unionists into a United Ireland—while .
simultaneously downplaying the Antii RUSSIans Under The Bed?
Partition ideal. It never came to terms  Hearing Theresa May alleging Russian meddling in an American election agginst a
with the facts that the Ulster Unionist candidate named Clinton was interesting.
community was somethinginitsownright,  In 1992 when another candidate named Clinton was running for the White House, the
and was positively British and not just put British Home Office under Kenneth Clarke went through their files to find out if| Bill
off by Catholicism, and that the internal Clinton, as a student at Oxford, had ever applied for British nationality to avoid the draft
change in the North was brought about Byin America.
the IRA fighting a real war against the  The Foreign Secretary at the time was Douglas Hurd and the Prime Minister was John
British State on behalf of the Catholi¢ Major.
community. Bill Clinton was elected, to the chagrin of the British.
When Sinn Fein developed into an  If the Russians were instrumental in Hilary Clinton’s defeat is Mrs. May's complaint
effective all-lIreland party the official| a case of sour grapes?
Republic—patrticularly the Fianna Fai Donal Kennedy
part of itunder Michedl Martin—treated it
as a criminal Mafia.

=

" Brexit transformed h Ukraine's economy shrinks by 20%
e prospect of Brexit transformed the - .
Dublin Establishmentinto concerned Antit WIthOUt access to Russian market

Partitionists because it cannot contemplate It seems that the Ukrainian economy has taken a terrible battering since the 2014
life for the 26 Counties in the EU without "revolution”, with GDP declining by nearly 50% from $183 million to $93 millipn.
Britain and has refused to make preparp{These figures appear dussia Today30 November 2017 dtttps://www.rt.com/
tions for it. business/411434-ukraine-russia-crisis-economy/ and are confirmed on Gooifjisat
Just now it feels that it has played g /tradingeconomics.com/ukraine/gdp(. _ '
blinder against Britain, and has it over p ! ¢an believe, as statistics show, that exports to Russia have declined substant|ally an
barrel. It has held a self-congratulatory €XPOrts to the EU have not increased to compensate. .
gathering (seeSunday Independent The EU can be proud of its success in bringing misery to Ukranians.

24.12.17Because The Night Belongs T David Morrison
Leg. It looks forward to holding some

very special place between Britain and theqaniities of non-EU migrants regardless determination does not apply within the
EU. of circumstances. (And surely the right EU.

The real choices that will have to be thing here is for the Imperial States who Al this is fertile grounds for Britain to
made, however, have only been postponereated the current refugee crisis to takeresume playing Balance Of Power in
for a year. those disrupted by their adventures, insteadcurope, including using the Irish division

of expecting others to pick up the pieces?)to disrupt the European polity.

There is an Anglophile body called the And, on the Catalan issue, it has said
Irish Sovereignty Movemewhich holds  clearly that the right of national self-  We live in interesting times.
that the force tending to erode Irish national
sovereignty is not Britain but the EU. It
was founded by Professor Raymond Crotty
who wrote an article for the Lond@imes
saying that nationalist Ireland is intel- POP GOES THE WEASEL
lectually barren and pleading for Britain
to take it in hand. Currently its best-
known activist is Anthony Coughlan. It
now advocates Irexit along with Brexit—
in practice, a restoration of the full United
Kingdom.

With a fortune of 35 million

he once cried: 'Give us yer fuckin’ money!
And the busy wee bees give him honey

as he rode with world poverty pillion.
But was enough left to stop the dying

when show business dipped into the bucket.
and he kept crying money, just chuck it.

Soon there came the baubles and the vying.
It was for Germany that Quisling wept.

The unseen murder of a nation’s ego,
condemned a people’s struggle inept.

with his blasting language of the argot.
Without shame his Fifth Column intercepts,

places national pride on an embargo.

At the same time the EU authorities,
the Council and the Commission, have
begun to act in a way that must stir up
national divisions within the Union. It
denies the Polish Government the right to
appoint judges in the Polish state and
proposes to deny it voting rights in EU
affairs. Ithas already aggravated Hungary
to such adegree thatit threatens to veto the Wilson John Haire
proposal. The Commission imposes on 20 December, 2017
all EU states an obligation to take set




The O'Connor Column

JUSTICE DEPT—DEEP STATE Professor Peter Hart, following which the a law unto itself. Its self-understanding in
JUSTICE AND SECURITY unit was disbanded. its security role was most brazenly exposed
The Frances Fitzgerald resignation O’Halpin also expended considerable during thearms conspiracy crisisf 1970.
might have led to a useful political conflict energy deconstructing Ireland’s secondAt that time it sabotaged the operations of
had it not been superceded by the Brexitsignificant instance of military defence. the Cabinetand saw itself entitled to bring
drama. Perhaps the investigation into theHe wrote a book about it which essentially about the overthrow of half the Govern-
Department of Justice due to get underwayportrayed it as a false flag operation to ment. During the 1970s it produced the
this month might yet lead to something fool German Intelligence while Ireland "Heavy Gang'as a type of extra muscle
or not. dissolved itself into a branch of Britain's for the Special Branch. Those such as
That Department is a very peculiar one, MI5 to assist in prosecuting England’s Fintan O’'Toole, Pat Rabbitte and others
and has been since the foundation of thesecond world war. This writer has written who have called for ‘oot and branch"
Treaty State inthe course of the 1922 counterbefore of the nonsense of this particularreview of the Department are the very
revolution. At that time it secured for itself theory of the Professor’s. same people who have applauded the extra-
the central role of guardian angel of the state  Whatremains for O’'HalpinitDefending  constitutional actions of the same Depart-
and has jealously this ever since. In thisIreland", having removed the two actual ment in 1970 and the State’s police
Ireland is fairly unique in Europe. defence events of significance, is a cata-operations of the 1970s asnfortunate
Eunan O'Halpin of Trinity College logue of the doings of the Department of necessitiesin "defending the stated la
wrote a book a decade ago calledJustice/Gardai in heroically thwarting O’Halpin. We can expect them all to
"Defending Ireland! Its starting point various minor acts of "subversion" over rapidly dismount from their high horses
was 1922, three years after the electorakhe decades. when the mandarins whisper some home
contest that established the First Dail. The It must be admitted, however, that O’ truths in their ears.
"enemiesthat O’Halpinidentifies asthose Halpin is on to something. In many ways  The Gardai had a shaky start but rapidly
against which the state has had to defendhe Department of Justice was the post-established a degree of credibility and
itself ever since have all been internal "Treaty" Free State, and the base fromacceptance for themselves with Irish
ones. Irish defence in the O’Halpin narra- which it consolidated itself. Known as society. Irish people are notoriously
tive is simply a story of an ongoing police "Home Affairs"when it was set up, it "slightly constitutional" and regard both
operation. became the central Department of thelawand policing as a necessary evil, mostly
Of course in actual history there were Treaty State, headed by the most signifi-to regulate personal and property disputes.
two moments when the Irish state had tocantand defining personality of the regime, Unlike most countries, the 'law' is not
defend itself against existential military Kevin O’Higgins. While Mulcahy’s un- regarded as a system of credible justice,
threats. The first was when the DAil ruly and scraped-together paid "army" but as a kind of game in which it is
organised to prevent its dissolution and marauded the country suppressing thenecessary to be very cute, and well
extermination by the British police terror majority wing of the actual army that had resourced. You get the law you can buy,
of 1919-21, and the second was when Defought the War of Independence, O’ and beindagin the law'is still something
Valera organised Irish Neutrality in the Higgins’ Department, and its G-men at of a badge of honour in popular culture.
Second World War in such a way as to Oriel House, made short work of any This would strike most people in most
defend the state against Churchill’s threat-Shinner politicians they could get their countries, for whom law is the evolution
ened invasion of 1939-41. In both cases, ehands on. of a system of fair and just treatment, as
credible Irish defence was pieced together Under the terms of the "Treaty" actual highly peculiar.
and the state successfully withstood thelrish defence was deemed to be unneces- Butthe common law cameto Ireland as
challenges to its existence in a reasonablysary apart from its subordinate aspect asan imposition which overthrew pre-
proficient joint political-military manner. an Imperial operation, and was entrustedexisting and organically evolved legal
But for O’Halpin neither of these events to the Royal Navy. The Free State arrangements such as the Brehon legal
occurred at all. The TCD Professor construct, an illegal entity in the strict system. The new 'Law'was widely under-
dismisses the first act of Irish military sense of notyet having been constitution-stood as a kind of extravagantly staged
defence as an outbreak'violence" ina  ally established, was temporarily allowed hypocrisy whose purpose was the usurp-
form understandable only in socio- anarmy for counter-insurgency purposes,ation of Irish property and rights. Its
pathological terms. He was given a JCBand was forbidden from taking on any functional form for a century were the
by atelevision company to dig up County serious military role in external defence. Penal Laws. In the nineteenth century the
Cork in search of evidence of the pathol- Once the Republicans had been routed iroutcomes of this "Law" were handed down
ogy, but alas came away empty-handedthe field, Mulcahy’'s grenadiers were by aparticularly pompous and supercilious
Trinity College has been at this for a long largely demobilised on London’s orders. element of the Reformationist colonial
time. Inthe 1980s, under Professors HorneéWhatremained was an interminable police caste, and enforced by a foreign-officered
and Fitzpatrick, it established a Special operation whose task remained maintain-and locally recruited mercenary para-
Unit to investigate and diagnose the Irish ing a vigilant watch against the threat of a military "police", the RIC.
socio-pathological lapse. The unit was Republican resurgence. The census in Ireland was a state
called théTrinity History Workshopand The Establishment will have a problem security operation, carried out by armed
eventually produced the dead-end of sorting out the Department of Justice. Itis police rather than civilian enumerators.



One of the casualties of the "Civil War"  The"security"task which has distorted phenomenon, but a real phenomenon it is
was the alternative Irish jurisprudence the Gardai and infected its culture shouldnevertheless, and needs to be taken into
being developed under the First and be hived off to an openly admitted security account. The Spanish Constitution must
Second Dails. Under the "Treaty" the Service, which mightbe subjected to somebe reformed in such away asto accommod-
British ordered the restoration of the rule Mild scrutiny by a Dail Committee as ate local difference more and diminish the
of hypocrisy, along with its former person- happens elsewhere. While keeping wrapspower of centrally appointed satraps.
nel, and this was rapidly implemented. 0N Spooks is a necessarily uncertain busi- When the EU was on its march to
The RIC, however, who had irredeemably N€ss, some orderly method for ensuringfederal integration in the glorious years of
disgraced themselves as enforcers of thdhey don’t spin totally out of control is Jacques Delors—a process derailed by
anarchic terror, were replaced byanativeessential, and this might be the properBritain—it used to promote regional
force, the Gardai, who thereupon com- Solution. diversity and regional identities. Indeed it
menced their role as upholders of the state  TO date, the State has dealt with thebecame the champion of the regions and
against the large proportion of the Ppolice whenitgotout of control, as under regional expressions, and this was a
population it labelled subversives. Eoin O’Duffy, by sacking the Commis- rational and popular policy in the context
Ireland does not have"auling class" sioner. Itis a blunt instrument when what of an integrating Europe. But the EU has
in the sense that Britain does. At best therdS needed is a whole restructuring. Givenhad to revert to an alliance of sovereign
are rich Irish who conspire with each Irish traditional attitudes to both policing states, and so it can no longer promote
other to be richer. That is not the sameand the law, sorting out the Departmentregional divergence and is only entitled to
thing. In the absence of a ruling caste sucknd the Gardai will have to be handled expressitsloyalty toits contracting partner,
as Britain’s, what Ireland and many other carefully. in this case the Madrid State. Whether
countries have is a State that it expects to Whatis needed—yetagain!—is agood Macron’s promisetreform agendawill
rule in the interests ofthe wealth-advancing!fish solution to this particular Irish include regional democracies in its

elements. In such a context, dismantlingProblem! integrating Eurozone architecture remains
ice i i to be seen, but it should.

the I_Department of ._Justlce is no'F what is AN UNUSUAL MINISTER FOR JUSTICE

required, or any witch-hunt which can

-« ey Speaking ofnests of vipersit is
only result in its demoralisation. Some interesting to note that, when Haughey THE BLEATING OF A WEST BRITON

suitable minor reforms would be sufficient. 4 Minister for Justice in the early 1960s, Itwas amusing to read a recent opinion

But the dual role of the Gardai as both e yyas required toimplement the suppres—piece by a realrish TimesWest Briton.

unarmed village bobbies and simultan- gjon of the IRA, which by all accounts he This was Dennis Kennedycsie de couer
eously and primarily aheavily-armed State gig with efficiency. However, how at the fissure opened by Brexit between
security force, was bound to produce gnihysiastically he did so is unknown, put Britain and Ireland. It was the type of
contradictions. Every state needs a security s certain he agreed with the proposition thing that used to be commonplace in the
arm, but the Irish state has long lived the ot the primacy of the interests of the state.?2PS" but has been something of a rarity
pretence of not needing one, and thereforg is interesting to note that, while in that " ccont IMes. In passing, Kennedy took

denied the existence of its very own deeppepartment, he otherwise tended to avoid® swipe at 1916 Rising in the Brutonesque

security State. This is nothing unusual: secyrity issues and focused instead orjashion favoured by columnists of that

until very recent times the very existence gqjg| reforms in the considerable areas?:aper in thostg Io;g—oﬁTEre—Brexitt, pfte'
of MI6 in Britain was officially denied.  oyer which it exercised power (e.g. rights oqu[temdct)rr]a ;Olrll a_ys.l tte currentwriter
The arms conspiracy revealed for anyoneqt senarated wives, prison reform, unwind- 20 oo e fOlowIng letierinresponse.
who wanted to know just what the jnqthe censorship system, eveninvestiga-  'Inanopinion pieceinyour newspaper

Department of Justice thinks itself to be. ting Industrial Schools). In Opposition in today, former Irish Times deputy editor,

I, Dennis Kennedy, claims that ‘in 1966

not of the Government, much like the ager_1da and the Heavy Gang thuggery of message that the violent ideologues of
Revenue, and must remain so. But whenJustice Secretary Peter Berry’s Depart-  the Easter Rising were the true founders
they, unlike our extraordinarily efficient ment and of the Guards. Later as Taoiseach of the nation.’ This is untrue. Whatever

Revenue, become dysfunctional becausé'e kept Justice well at arm's length, and ~ about the amorphous and ever changing
of their lived lie, and a population used to Well away from Northern policy. Now Irish Nation’, what the government

o : celebrated in both 1966 and 2016, with
the comforts of affluent living can no there was a man who knew something the enthusiastic approval and participation

longer live with a police service partially about”lrish solutions’ of the great majority of the people, was

out of control, it's time to sort things out. the 1916 Rising as indisputably the
Hopefully the Fitzgerald scandal will CATALONIA ON MY MIND founding moment of the modern inde-

shine some ||ght where ||ght never ShineS, | believe | am entitled, fOIIOWing my pendent |ri3[8ta_.te .

and allow a modernisation of Irish security. comments in the Octobdrish Political "As o the 'violent ideologues’, the

Village-green-policing should be civilian- Review to say’l told you so!"National very modest violence of 1916, compared

. . . . ; ; ; to the cataclysmic violence in which the
ised, credibly subject to Police Boards of questions, inwhatever form they manifest o .0 "¢ 07 enthusiastically engag-

County Councillors and such like and to a themselves, cannot be wished away and ;i elsewhere at the time, is viewed by

credible civilian Police Authority. most certainly not policed away. The  most people as the regrettable but
Spanish Deep State, a necessary inherit- worthwhile price that had to be paid.."

Rabbitte’s typical Stickie proposal that ance from the pre-parliamentary days,

a Commissioner from the colonies be showed its uglier face, with paramilitary
appointed, to show us the way, should bepolice, after inflicting their beatings

The letter has not appeared at time of writing.

WHAT AUSTRIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN

stoutly resisted however. Given the naturemarching from hotelsin Barcelona, singing KNOW ABOUT BREXIT
of policing in Ireland, this position must "Viva Espana!" Austrian Chancellor Christian Kern
be occupied by a local. Catalan nationalismis notavery seriousjssued a piece of common sense on Brexit
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recently, which is worth quoting as the had made to Northern Irelafido Fitz-
Irish Government shows signs of dissolv- gerald's hugely flawedAnglo-Irish
ing its hitherto clear position into a welter Agreemernt

of "'maybe’s'In response to Britain’s clever It is whispered that Martin is taking
re-interpretation of thé'gentlemen’s
agreement'teached in December: gali of theSindq Eoghan Harris. Which is

"Even a primary school student could all grist to the_ mill _of the theory that F
see that the ‘first phase’ deal on the Irish and FG, who in alliance form the currep

Border would come back to haunt the anti-Sinn Féin Government, are merging
talks because itwas impossible for Britain ever more in the fight to the last stapd

avoiding a hard Border on the island of
Ireland. ‘There cannot be any border
controls between Northern and southern . o .
Ireland, there cannot be border controls In responding to Martin in the Dail the
between Northern Ireland and the UK, Taoiseach stated'lt was governmentg

but there can between UK and the EU,” and the Oireachtas that put up the custopns
he said. ‘So our primary school students posts on the Border in the first place and

divided the Republic from Northerp
Ireland and Britain." Revisionism on De

1%

Meanwhile the UK is busy digging

away at potential allies, particularly among y/gjera's Economic War is the last thirg

the arriviste Europeans of the former peeded in the current Brexit conflict.
Eastern Block. Poland, which is having

difficulties with the European Commis-
sion, has come into its sights, with Britain
proposing all kinds dfespokeleals with

GORBACHEV AND BREXIT
There has been comment recen
following the publication of documentg

it. Let's hope the Poles remember the lasti;om the 1990-92 period when Gorbachpv
great unfulfilled British promise that pro- helpfully dismantled the USSR to the

voked them into a war over Danzig and applause of higfriends” in the West.

undid them as a State in September 1939y hatever about the depths of misery irjto

Varadkar/Geoghegan’s historical line
should be treated with caution, however.

direction on these matters from the Svgn-

t

r

ly

which former Soviet Russia sank in the

~ VARADKAR 'SHISTORY LESSONS  great pillaging of its economy that follow)-
Taoiseach Vlad's unusual statementsgq pe always stood on his honour on

on history, including some very un- «agsyrances'he had been given that
Blueshirtones on De Valera, Irish Neutral- NATO would not extend eastwards

ity, and the crimes of the Free State Army p,ssia withdrew from Eastern Europ

in 1922-3, have caused many eyebrows torpe fact is that none of those promis
be raised. Itis said these are the work of anyere at all binding, and in retrospect

advisor he recently appointed dspeech
writer" to his "Communications Unit",
Patrick Geoghegan, a historian in TCD 45gyrances fervently given to him wer
with a popular history programme on 4ihing butverbal promiségentiemen’s
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seems amazing that he failed to realjse
this. The latest disclosures show that the

"Since Bob Geldof was awarded the
Freedom of Dublin he has used his stand-
ing as an international figure to insult the
memory of the rebels of Easter Week,
1916. In an interview for Event Magazine
that accompanied the Mail on Sunday of
April 3rd 2016 he compared the actions of
the Irish rebels to those of the jihadi suicide
bombers who caused the deaths of 75
people in Lahore, India.

Asked in the course of a 2016 docu-
mentary on the Rising commissioned by
RTE whether he considered the GPO to be
a sacred place he said it 'represents the
birth of a pious, bitter and narrow-minded
version of Ireland | couldn’twaitto escape'.

Mr Geldof is entitled to his opinions
but in making those statements he would
have known that the Rising has special
significance for many Dubliners and
indeed for many people, Irish and non-
Irish, across the world.

Mr Geldof chose to return the honorary
scroll that granted him Freedom of the
City as part of a publicity stunt that was
unnecessary in the sense that members of
Dublin City Council were already taking
steps to remove the accolade from Aung
San Suu Kyi. Now that he has by his own
actions opened the question of his
suitability for the honour, | hope that the
Council will note that Mr Geldof no longer
enjoys anything like the unanimous
support of Dubliners. His name should
not be re-instated on the city’s role of
honour. Yours etcD. Alvey".

A SPURIOUS COMPARISON
Republicans and citizens sympathetic

tothe politics of the Irish national tradition
" will readily recognise Geldof's grand-
tanding for whatitis. butitis still instruct-
ive to spell out the spurious nature of the
comparison he made between the 1916
rebels and the perpetrators of the Lahore

€ bombing of March 2016.

It is well known that James Connolly

Newstalk radio. With these statements_, agreements'if you like . . . .
and the stance he has adopted on Brexit, "gr,ssels and Dublin beware!

Vlad is off-siding Micheal Martin, the FF

was taken aback when the British army
used heavy artillery to bomb rebel positions

leader.

On historical matters, Martin is some
thing of a disgrace. He published a boo

late Professor Peter Hart. Martin has bd
disabled in commenting on matte

historical ever since. Recently, in defenf-
h
from Varadkar's statements of fact regand-
ing the Republic having thrown Northern

ing the Fianna Fail record on the Nor

nationalists to the wolves, Martin waxsg
indignant. In his catalogue of Fianna F
"achievementshe left out the one F

Bob Geldof

number of years ago on politics in Cork
referencing for the War of Independenge
period the tangled violent fantasies of the
en

S

ways. It's a rat trap... and you've been

in 1916. His surprise on that point shows
thathe and the other leaders had considered
the danger to civilians in planning the
Rising. They assumed that the welfare of
civilians in what was then viewed as a
him from the city’s roll of honour, after Br.iFish city WOUld.be consid_ered by the
he handed back his Freedom of the City Military, that the risk to the lives of non-
award. His big statement of protest againstparticipants was relatively low.
Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi's honour  |ikewise when Pearse declared the sur-
has backfired on him. What does he expectiender his order met with resistance from
in a banana republic? , . some of the other rebel garrisons. The
Put simply, you can't have it both . .
insurrection could have been sustained for a
further period but, as commander-in-chief,
Pearse considered that without a chance of
overall victory the risk to life occasioned by

continued

caught.Brian Cullen (Irish Times, 16
December)

Airbrushing Haughey out of history, h
dated the start of tHenormous political
commitment different Irish governments the controversy. It reads:

Irish Independerdn December 18th, fills

Amore pedestrian letter, which has not continuing the conflict was unjustifiable.
leader who actually did achieve somethirjg.been published, which | submitted to the

Itis alsorelevant that the peaceful demo-

out some relevant political context behind cratic avenue to political change was closed
offin 1916. A change in Government with



out an Election had occurred in 1915 in Great Powers is possible in the realm ofGeldof's name be re-instated on the Roll

which anumber of the mostinveterate oppon international affairs. of Honour. Geldof himself has announced
ents of Irish Home Rule, including Edward that he is donating the documentation
Carson and F.E. Smith, were granted official THE LAHORE BOMBING 5qqqciated with Band Aid to the National

The Lahore bombing of March 2016 . el

referred to by Bob Geldof was carried out {.(;bggg/r. sr:eszléﬁ Cclﬁarly' is being brought
. ) ! . y Council.

the lifetime of Parliament had expired, opting PY @n affiliate of the Pakistani Taliban g, “snou1d Lord Mayor Micheal Mac
to comply with all actions deemed necessaryknOWn as .Jamaat-uI-Ahrar. The target OT Donncha be supported in the stance he is
to the war effort. Meanwhile violence on an 1€ 'bc.)mbmg was a group Of. Pa"'Sta’?' taking against Sir Bob? | say yes. Re-granting
industrial scale was being perpetrated intheCh”St""lns who haq gathered in a pl_JbI'CGeldof the Freedom of Dublin would
trench warfare in Flanders and Northern Pk @s part of their Easter celebrations. oo esent an endorsement of the views that
France, and Irish males who had enlisted inChristians make up 2 per cent of the po g expressed on the Rising. In truth he
the British forces under Redmond's influence POPUlation of Pakistan and are a frequent, oo yone more than express an opinion. In
continued to suffer disproportionate losses— target of Islamist attacks. 75_ p_eoplt.e d|ed2015 he participated in the making of a
while the possibility of Home Rule faded as !N the blast and 340 were injured; the o0 cia) centenary DVD that had to be

a realistic proposition. cals_iualtura]s :chIUdef? rlnar)y M(;J.S“?qs' withdrawn, such was the outcry against it
ow the force of [slamic radicalismwas ¢, ignoring the actual history of 1916.

CASEMENT’ S INFLUENCE won over to violent nihilism is a complex April 2016 he gave the interview to

One aspect of the Rising that is rarely subject but one of the factors known to havetheMaiI on Sundaydiscussed above, and
commented onis the background influencecaused it is US Intelligence stimulation of ;i1 in the yearthe documentaryon’Yeats
of Roger Casement’s writings. From his Islamic radicalismin Pakistan and American was released in which he again moralised
inside knowledge of British Foreign Office collusion with and aiding of the Afghan on the baleful influence of the event that
diplomacy, Casement became an informedMujahideen during their war against the led to the founding of this State. Geldof
opponent of British Imperialism. As Bren- Kabul Governmentand its Sovietally (1979- has strong views about 1916 and chose to
dan Clifford states in the introduction to 1989). In other words, the modern scourgeweigh in as a combatant in a culture war
the Athol Books edition of Casement’s of violent Islamic extremism had its origin, that the centenary heightened. He has
book, The Crime Against Europ& was  ingreat part, inthe US tactic of weaponising effectively disqualified himself from
Casement’sreading ofinternational affairs Muslim radicals. As an act of Islamic receiving an honour that is supposed to
that placed him in sympathy with Ger- terrorism, the Lahore bombing had the have near unanimous support from the
many, not the opportunist view that Eng- additional characteristic that, in targeting .ii-ens of the city.
land’s difficulty was Ireland’s opportunity.  Christians, it had the purpose of inflaming

Referring torhe Crime Against Europe inter-religious hatred.
Clifford states "It is a bookboutBritish
foreign policy and, because of what Geldof's comparison between the Dub-
followed from its publication, itis a book lin Rising of Easter 1916 and the Lahore ; : ;
of Irish foreign policy". He continues: bombing of Easter 2016 is a calculated affrontLﬁowga;aggﬁry8tmheeélg% O;r;heci)%unnc?:l

"Casement... gave a pro-German 0 anyonewho holds the Rising aSimportant'Chambers, City Hall, Dame Street, Dublin
orientation to the Volunteer minority It fails to stand up on any count. The two 2—you will need an invite from your
which rejected Redmond’s leadership. events are the products of rad|callyd|fferent| , :

; . . . _local Councillor) to provide moral support
He had a presence in world affairs as thesets of circumstances and reflect OPPOSIte, - | ord Mavor and in that wav to make
diplomat who had exposed the Belgian attitudes to the preservation of human life that th Y blic wins thi y
atrocities in the Congo and the atrocities and the fomentation of sectarian hatred. - c ot 1€ PUDIIC WINS TiS one.
of international capitalin South America. ~ The 1916 Rising had a global signifi- Dave Alvey
tsrlzhgé?rﬁggﬂggﬂgg (gnrmr?;f\ggha?ga cance as a revolt against the senselesEditorial Note: Ireland seems to have
gavethelrish causeanimmediatepGerma:Tr:mi”tarism in which the major Powers picked up the British hab|t of laying down

were then engaged and its legacy favourdghe moral law to other nations as to how they

orientation in the sphere of international . - ! ) . . g
confirmed de jure when it was given Mightof militarily powerful nations. These it did so both in conferring an honour on

Fenian backing” The Crime Against points are beyond Geldof's ken for the Aung San Suu Kyi and then in withdrawing

Europe Athol Books 2003, p5). simple reason that he is on the other side:tr'aRecL?gt:V:r?ésén ?;:n_ygﬁgwréﬁz_dg?ntgbg
It was no surprise to learn that, when g, L1by y g

It is strange that some of Casement's yisq,qging Irish politics, he quarrelled with that can be done by ill-considered foreign
political writings are only now being re- Nelson Madela. Nor can there be any

ublished, that his influence is only begin- ;
b Y 2°I™" doubt that the knighthood he holds from population manipulation, interference and

ning to be understood a hundred year ;

aft(gr his death. This new thinking <':1)k/)0utsthe Queen of England was richly deserved exploitation over the centuries: now they
Casement is not confined to writers and HicH stakes  have to be allowed to find their own way
researchers in the Athol Books camp. In the course of the controversy the forward. They certainly don't need to be
Angus Mitchell of the University of Limer- argument has been made that the Citytgt:ven simplistic lessons in _democracy by
; ) . ) ose who have only the haziest understand
ick and Margaret O’Callaghan of Queen's Council was wrong to remove Aung San ing of their history and make-up. There is

University Belfastare also making import- Suu Kyi's name from the Dublin’s Rollof ;15 the consideration that Power Politics
ant contributions. For the purposes of theHonour and that the line should therefore play a role in minority insurgencies. Myan-

present discussion the point that needs tde, as between Geldof and the Coutil, mar (formerly Burma) is in the Chinese

be made is that an important legacy of theplague on both your house$his view-  sphere of influence and is therefore subject
1916 Rising is the conviction, expressed point ignores the high stakes that are nowto destabilisation by the West: atypical ploy
through the diplomacy of Eamon de Valera being played for. As this is being written, in such instances is to work up antagonism
inthe League of Nations during the 1930s,news has come through that Fianna Failbetween minority populations and the

that an alternative to the militarism of the Leader Micheal Martin is demanding that mainstream. '
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positions. John Redmond’s party failed to
demand an Election atthattime, eventhough

Before and during the 1916 centenary a
tug of war was waged between the elite
andthe general public over how the Rising
should be regarded. It may be worth attend-



"The Board of Cork Civic Trust made

ation with said tax-payers! Really what

the award saying, Bishop Colton was we are talking about—despite all the PR

es ahora

"Thomas Carlyle, who was passion-
ately interested in biography—and
whose owrlLife, by his friend the histor-
ian J.A. Froude, would be the biggest
scandal of the century—used Croker's
edition of Boswell'sLife to air his own
biographical convictions. The writing
of a life, Carlyle said, should above all
be an act of sympathy. 'To have an
open loving heart' was the primary
qualification for a biographer. With
that comes the feeling for detail, the
evocation of personality, and the
commitment to truth-telling, which
Carlyle (like Johnson and Boswell
before him) thought were the marks of
the best kind of life-writing."

Introduction Body Parts: Essays in
Life-Writing' by Hermione Lee.
Chatto & Windus. London. 2005.

recognise higclusiveness for all in our
society (My emphasis—JH).

out about thishonour"and who is behind
it. Cork Civic Trusis basically along the
social lines of theGeorgian Society of
Dublin (without doing the work) of up
wardly mobile people who want to be
seen as having theght attitudesand

social cachet

Chair is Robin O'Sullivan, a former

Miller, Amanda Neri and Michael

Robin O'Sullivan, John X. Miller and

BisHop PAUL COLTON Michael Mulcahy, who would all have

AND A VERY STRANGE AWARD

It is well known in Cork and its wider Marketing. Mulcahy is as far as | know—

the publisher of the local free-sheghe

environs that the "Right Rev. Dr. Paul .
Colton, Bishop of Cork, Cloyne and Ross" C_orkI?de_p_endenmclgordmgto the web-
site of'Spirit of Cork' it is a—

is a great self-publicist and apparently has
a well-established presence on social
media. His full and rather grandiose title
here is from a post,atest News from the
Church of Ireland Diocese of Cork, Cloyne
and Ross'He does a lot of such posting
and selfies. But the one that is most
widely known here locally and caused
great hilarity was when thsould bishop
arranged with the quiet, unassuming, and
shy Catholic Bishop John Buckley (who
was going to Rome for a Synod of Bishops
meeting with Pope Francis) to organise a
quick audience with His Holiness and
then got himself photographed with the
Pope, going on to post it immediately—
cropping out the poor Catholic bishop and
then seemingly heaping coal over the latter
by writing the caption'Bishop Colton of
Cork with Pope Francisteaving no doubt
as to who was thesal bishop —capiche
And sure enough all the national papers
carried the photo with the caption, which
they would nevedo if the picture was of
even the highest-ranking Catholic
Archbishop—much lessraere bishop.

In the Evening Echo, 2nd December
2017, under another beaming picture o
Bishop Colton, we were informed in the
heading"Spirit of Cork honour for Bishop
Paul Colton" | had never heard of such an
award and was informed that:

for Cork that was founded by Michael
Mulcahy the Honorary Consul of Poland
in Cork, Managing Director of Hi Media
Group and Director of Cork Civic Trust.
In every walk of life, recognition and
honouring our finest is important and

Cork's oldest hotel, the Imperial Hotel,

This event will bestow thepirit of Cork

to be part of our Cork family. Be they in
Cork or in any part of the world where
Cork is recognised, we wish to acknow

tion to Cork" (Emphasis by web-site).

becoméeA Corporate Patron'There is a
following:
Cork County Council, Cork Civic
Trust, Cork City Council

These aré'Patrons" and therefore it

It Is Time tax-payers' money withowtny consult

| had to do a lot of researching to find

thereby hopefully scooping up the resultan

Mulcahy. Those who are known would be

backgrounds in PR Consultancy/

"honours and recognition programme

now more than ever. Cork has the oppor ) . .
tunity to honour and recognise people Gael, TD, and from David and Victoria

who have made a real difference to our Beckham at whose wedding the Bishop
great city and county. In association with officiated in 1999. (All of this information

honour and recognition to a person who
has been an example to others and whoVice Principal ofalocal Protestant SChOO|),
Cork and her people wish to say thank and their two sons Andrew and Adam
you to.Spirit of Cork is an honour and  (both at university), we were told were
recognition for people that we are proud joined by family, friends and colleagues

ledge them and their exceptional contribu-

being honoured for his 18 years that he yindow dressing—is an exercise in self-
has served in Cork and for" (sic) "and to

promotion as long as we—the ordinary
everyday tax-payers—are kept out of
things.

The Associate Patrons—I counted 24
in all—amongst who are Barry & Fitz
william, a Premier Drinks Company (I
could only read the fine print here with a
very handy 'Handheld Magnifier Light
Craft which himself gifted to me some
time ago—who thought it would come in

tSohandy?), Barry Group, BigWhiteRabbit. Com,

Cork Vision Centre, Corona, Cuddy, O'

The panel of Judges told me all | needed-€a7Y & Foley AccountantsDIPLO-
to know about who these people are. The

MAT, Sherry Fitzgerald, Auctioneers,
Keary's, The Imperial Hotel, Voxpro,

President of Cork Chamber of Commerce, Consulate of the Republic of Poland in
and the Council members (of the Civic
Trust) are James O'Sullivan, John X.

Cork and some others whose names were
almost impossible to decipher but whose
presence in this article | realised would
mean nothing to many readers including
many people of Cork city itself!

The dinner was held at the Clayton
Hotel, Cork and the black-tie awards
ceremony was presided over by P.J.
Coogan (96FM) and Bibi Baskin. The
presentation of the award was made by An
Ténaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Trade, Simon Coveney, Fine Gael,
TD, "who spoke about Bishop Colton's
contribution to the life of CorkGreetings
and messages of appreciation were read
from Michael D. Higgins, President of
Ireland, An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, Fine

has been obtained fromttps://church

Corkwill hosta spectacularannual dinner gfjrejandcork.com/2017/spirit-of-cork-
to celebrate and recognise one who ha

made an outstanding contributionto Cork.

Saward)

The Colton family, Paul, wife Susan (a

as well as members of the Church of
Ireland community and many members,
past and present, of the Cork Civic Trust.

Grace before dinner was said by the
Bishop's Chaplain, the Reverend Elaine

On the web-site one is encouraged toMurray. Archdeacon Adrian Wilkinson

spoke on behalf of the clergy and people

flong list of these amongst whom are theof the Diocese. Asecond presentation

was made by the Lord Mayor, Tony Fitz
gerald, Fianna Fail on behalf of the citizens
of Cork later in the evening , and further
tributes were paid by Senator Jerry
Buttimer, Fine Gael, Michael McGrath,

can be seen that they are all funded out ofianna Fail TD—and Opposition Spokes

man on Finance, former Senator John



Minihan (from the defunct Progressive

| know he has ambitions to run as a 1970s and then referred to the changed

Democrats). | am adding all their political second candidate for the party at the nexteligious outlook since then:

affiliations because for some reason thereGeneral Election but Michael Martin is
seems to have been an attempt to draw &aving none of it, as he is busy promoting
veil over this very pertinent information. Sean Og O hAlpin who was invited by
Fianna Fail Headquarters (MM i.e.) to
Bishop Paul and Mrs. Susan Colton, give theSean Moylan 60th Commemor
were presented with a print of an original ation Orationin Kiskeam on Sunday 12th
painting calledSpirit of Inclusivenesey ~ November 2017. From some of those
14 year old Malika Benhaffaf, sister of whom | met who attended—they were
Hassan and Hussein—as was every guestall—to a man—very impressed by the
Mrs. Susan Colton was presented withlikeable (and | know this from personable
flowers and with a gift on behalf of every experience) young man and | too would
one present by Bibi Baskin. like to see him representing Fianna Fail,
Amongst the distinguished guests with fellow candidate Billy Kelleher TD
present, beside those already mentioned(who obviously doesn'twantthis develop
were: Elected Members of Cork City ment) as the party vote in Cork Centre
Counciland Cork County Council; Profes North has dropped catastrophically as it
sor Patrick O'Shea, President of University has elsewhere.
College, Cork; Bill O'Connell, President  But the great Cork, North Monastery
of Cork Chamber of Commerce; Commo hurling legend that is Sean Og has lots to
dore Hugh Tully, Flag Officer Command commend him in this new era ‘aflean”
ing the Naval Service; Col. Michael politics—he isanonsmoker, non drinker,
O'Connor; The Defence Forces; Chief charmingly self-effacing and bi-racial—
Supt. Barry McPolin, An Garda Sioch&na; Mam Philippino, Dad Irish—what more
Bill Holohan, Chairman of The Chartered could anyone want? Especially if that
Institute of Arbitrators in Ireland; Dominic "anyone'is Michael Martin who has one
Daly, Hon. Consul of Belgium; SirFreddie final throw of the dice and then the fat lady
Pedersen, Hon. Consul of Denmark; Johnwill certainly sing if it all goes pear-
Miller, Hon. Consul of Hungary; Michael shaped for him, which is looking more
Barry, Hon. Consul of Mexico; Frances and more likely the case.
Lynch, Hon. Consul Emeritus of Brazil;
former Fianna Fail TD Noel O'Flynn; | notice in passing that poor old Mattie
David O'Brien, Chief Executive of St. McGrath, Independent TD—formerly of
Luke's Charity, Cork; and Trevor Dunne, Fianna Fail who used this old fashion
President of the Incorporated Church of operatic phrase was rounded on by tha
Ireland Cork Young Men's Association, appalling woman Senator Noone, Fine
Garryduff Sports Centre. Gael, who kicked Mattie for suckexist
Disgracefully not mentioned in this language"when she herself was being a

"I grew up with a version of Christian
ity that, by and large, looked in on itself,
orrather, whenitlooked out, it sought the
company of people like ourselves, or
who were prepared to become like us, to
marry us and to perpetuate our weye
weretaught to lie low and to get on with
it in our own minority way. There were
reasons for that, not all of them without
foundation. Protestants were not alone
in their insularity. When it came to
religion, the Cork | grew up in was more
fortthan frontier. Everything outside was
risky. | soon discovered, and still believe,
that life is more exciting when you take
down walls rather than build them.
Instead of pulling up bridges over moats
to leave them down and to go out and
start coming and going. Our children,
rightly, have no truck with now with the
world of circled wagons, nor do the
majority of people... The wounds and
injuries of history run deep; it falls to us
to heal and reconcile. ....

But Colton was born and brought up in

Derry, or Londonderry as | saw him refer
to it elsewhere. He also was in Northern
Ireland during the War, in ministry, and |
never heard of any of his healing of divi
sions work there. He came to Cork with
his family at the age of 6 (again this age
can vary) and seems entirely ignorant of
the big hold of Protestant businesses on
the large majority of Cork people, s it
seems From Banking, Accountancy,
tInsurance, Solicitorst cetera—Protest
ants also had huge businesses from-John
son's & Perriot Car Dealers to Woodford,

Bourne Wine Merchants, and Shipping to
everything else in between. So whkaught
them to lie low? For which of these very
privileged people was Cdtafort"? How
dare Bishop Colton—in being so honoured
—Ilecture the very people who really had
to lie low but who now want to forget that
fractured pastand rightly so—but notthen
have one's nose rubbed in it.

category or indeed any other one was thé'fattist", that is one who is guilty of fat-

Catholic Bishop John Buckley of Cork— shaming women—in other words she

so much for the spirit dhclusiveness thought that beindfat" was a negative

attribute. | came from the country where

In addition to the current Lord Mayor to be a farmer's wife and be calletout"

and Lady Mayoresses, also present weravas seen as a positive asset!

former Lords Mayor and Lady Mayoresses

who served in Office over the past 19 Butto go back to the Bishop's bash—a

years that Bishop Colton had been Bishopmusical tribute after the meal was

of Cork, Cloyne and Ross. performed by Ireland'8ella Voce

. . . ! If there are still some people out there
Amanda Neri. Music during the drinks Peop

tion beforehand ; db who really don'tknow about Bishop Colton
reception betorenand was periorme yand,forexample his Hard Gospel Project,

JerIe Cleffsic] and during the meal the then they can acce$sn Affair with the

guests were entertained by Bob Sewf”lrdBishop of Corkby Jack Lane and other
and the Clubmen. Throughoutthe EVeNINg, thors. It was brought out in 2009 by the

photographs were taken by award-winning Aubane Historical Society and can be got

hotographer Erich Stack. Responding tothrough th atholstreet com site.
he presentation of the Spirit of Cork -

Award, Bishop Colton came over all

umble . . . (yeah me too!!), sayifig.
Michael Mulcahy will attest to the fact
that lwas areluctant recipient, and had to
be persuaded ..."

What | found odd was that every one of
those former Lord Mayors and their
spouses were named but the present Lor
Mayor, who was not named once in the
written up web-site notes. And the only
reason | have for thisis that Tony Fitzgerald
is from Knocknaheeny, regarded as amos
insalubrious north-side enclave by those
dinner attendees. He started life as a roa
sweeper for the Corporation as it was
then, and worked his way up through
Fianna Fail by unstinting hard work and | | did a search for this and found a very odd
notice now when he is on local Radio that site. When the former UK Ambassador
he has elocuted his voice—and fairs play Bishop Colton shared memories of Sir Dominic Chilcott was ensconced in
to him. growing up in Cork in the 1960s and the Dublin Embassy, he did a lot of

9

Butback to one of the Associate Patrons
of theSpirit of Cork , and one of the few
to be in (blocked capital§)IPLOMAT,
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travelling and turned up at the mostu
expected events. But without doubt,

was in Cork most often and who was

always extending him the invitations b
the Cork Civic Trust, which | have sinc
learnt is also publicly funded by the ta
payers of Cork.

Trust Chief Executive John X. Mille
gave the British Ambassadta farewell
lunch" that was attended by all th
luminaries who attended the Bishop
dinner. And the Chairman of Cork Civi
Trust commented:

"Cork Civic Trust is pleased thal

Ambassador Chilcott has accepted d
invitation so that various sectors he h
engaged with here in Cork during h
term as Ambassador, can show o
collective appreciation for hisommit-
ment to Cork."

And John X. Miller stated:

"The Ambassador's willingness t
attend this event to bid farewell to Corl
inthe midst of not only a frenetic departu
schedule butinthe aftermath of the recq
UK Referendumresult, | believe, reflec
the position Cork holds in his heart."

DIPLOMAT is a monthly magazine
and seems to be an add-on to the ordin
diplomatic efforts of the Irish State. It hg
a presence in Belfast, Dublin and Co
and has as its purpose putting out there
activities of the Consular Corps/Assoeig
ion of Northern Ireland.

Its recent AGM took place in Barons
court, Newtownstewart, Co. Tyrone—th
home of the Duke and Duchess
Abercorn. Amongst the guests were G

British banks led an aggressive race to the
bottom in lending standards within the
retail banking sector in Ireland during the
boom years and their introduction of
innovative 'products’. such as tracker
mortgages was emulated by local banks
with consequences which continue to
reverberate today.

. Central Bank
t continued
g
- D'Arcy, felt obliged to put his concerns in
writing. As reported in thendo:
"The Central Bank has been accused of

adopting arlunhelpful attitudewhen it
comesto processing Brexit-driven inward

11

The Honohan Report on the banking

'S investment and relocation queries and of Sector and the others which followed it, up
C 'unclear processeshat often result in  to and including the Oireachtas Banking
lengthy delaysfor financial services Inquiry, ignored this factor or dealt with it
flrms con§|derlng relocatlng orexpanding only in passing, preferring to focus on the
yr [heir businesses in Ireland car crash that was Anglo Irish Bank, a
While the minister is careful not to bouti lend involved in th tail
AS  criticise the Central Bank, he details a list 2O1HAU€ [€NAEr uninvolved in he retal
S offrustrations relayed to him by corpora- Mortgage market, rather than financial
U tions and questioned whether a formal behemoths like HBOS and RBS (Ulster
'mechanism’ should be established toBank) whose deep-pocketed drive for
‘enable companies to articulate their market share in Ireland produced the train
concerns'.” wreck thatthe wider banking sector became.
"Mr D'Arcy said the proposal follows g hanks eventually had to be bailed
D his conversations withsignificant num - ) L
,  ber of financial services companies who out by the British ta_txpe_lyerwnh their '”Sh
e are... considering Ireland as an EU 27 l0Sses alone running into the tens of bil-
nt location'." lions, but like elephants in the room, their
S presence and influencein the Irish banking

The Central Bank forits part has rejected landscape during the boom and bust years
the criticism and stresses that its approacthas been all but eliminated from Irish
isin line with European regulatory norms. public consciousness. The reasons for

Ary\ccording to thérish Timesatthe launch  this would require a separate study by
S ofthe Bank's latest macro-financial review, themselves, but they are probably not
'k Sharon Donnery, Deputy Governor, statedunrelated to the mindset that set in after
thehat "debates about the Bank's role in the Peace Process and Good Friday Agree-
t promoting and attracting industry are not mentwhereby a healthy critical scepticism
appropriate in light of what happened with regard to Britain's designs in the
- during the crisis" (IT 12 Dec 2017). world was subsumed under a tide of
€  The reference here to the 'crisis' harksahistorical historical revisionism emanat-
Df back to the allegation that the Central ing in large measure from TCD with the
0- Bank did not regulate the activities of the British Embassy's moral and financial

operation Ireland's Chief Executive Peter |FSC properly in the years preceding the support.

Sheridan OBE, who after thirty two yea

S crisis, that it was too involved with the ~ The UK's Brexit vote and the ensuing

service with the RUC/PSNI and was tfje |DA in the promotion of the IFSC as an discussions have removed some of the

first Catholic Assistant Chief Constab
stepped down in 2008 to become Ch
Executive of the charity Co-operatio
Ireland.

The Duchess of Abercorn has be
appointed the new President of Consu
Corps Association of Northern Irelan
effective in 2018. She is also the Ho
Consul of the Russian Federation.

Strange doings indeed! But then the
are strange times—yes?

Julianne Herlihy ©

e offshore banking centre (a formal part of scales from lIrish eyes in regard to our
efits remit), and that this contributed to neighbour and opened up opportunities
N Ireland's reputation of being the 'Wild for development as well as challenges for
West' of finance at the time. the domestic irish economy. The decision
eN  Butthe 'lighttouch' regulatory approach of the British Government to interpret the
arof the Irish Central Bank before the crisis vote as a vote to exit the Single Market
0 was completely in tune with the accepted means that the highly regulated financial
N. regulatory approach adopted at least withinservices sector will be closed to British
the Anglo-Saxon financial world of the entities unless they establish subsidiaries
Setime. Continental countries nominally withinthe Single Marketwhich are subject
also subscribed to this approach, but into its rules. This welcome development
practice had historically maintained more looks set to severely curtail, if not remove
intrusive regulatory regimes which stood completely, the more pernicious influences

Look Up the
Athol Books
archive on the Internet
www.atholbooks.org

themin better stead when the whole edificeof English (and Scottish) finance capital-
crumbled in 2008-9. ism in Irish and European affairs in the
This ‘light touch’ approach facilitated future and enables both Ireland and Europe

the growth of the IFSC, but, combined to, asthe Brexiteers say, take back control.

with EU Single Market rules, also leftthe ~ However there will be an ongoing need
Central Bank incapable of defending the for the location/relocation of activities,
domestic banking sector (were it able or currently carried outin the City of London,
inclined to do so) from the assault of within the single market and the IFSCis a

foreign, particularly British, banks. The natural candidate. It should be remember-




ed (above all by Deputy Governors of the tions aiming to relocate within the EJ called"a promisary note payable only
Central Bank) that the activities of the should not find Paris or Frankfurt to be after death! While Pearse is castigated
IFSC had minimal impact on the collapse any more convenient as operating locatignsfor his supposed notions of blood sacrifice,
of the banking sector in Ireland, as the from a regulatory point of view than the real man of blood, John Redmond,
companies which operate there have little Dublin, and Dublin's advantages in termps who sent tens of thousands of Irishmen to
organic connection with financing the of language, legal system etc, should sjilltheir deaths, is rehabilitated and elevated
wider Irish economy. win out. If, on the other hand, firms are to sainthood by the so-called revisionists.
It seems as though the Central Bank ischoosing to relocate elsewhere within the

currently interpreting its regulatory role EU because the regulatory constraints are This was done even to the point of the
as defensively as possible with respect totoo onerous in Ireland, then somethinglisDepartment of Taoiseach having Red-
the IFSC. If, as it says, it is merely very clearly amiss. mond's portraiton agiantbannerin College
following 'European norms', then institu- Sean Owens| Green during the 1916 Centenary—a
banner thankfully removed early due to to
protests from Dublin City Councillors.

Oration of Micheal Mac Donncha , Mayor of Dublin, 1st December 2017
As we approach the centenary of the

1918 election and the First Dail Eireann.
Remembering McKee, Clancy And Clune let us remember that it was England's
armed suppression of the Dail, the
expressed will of the Irish people, that led

Gabhaim buiochas le Cumann 1916- most notably at Kilmichael. And here in X 5
to the intense conflict.

1921 as an chuireadh chun labhairt anseo Dublin the IRA struck at the heart of the
innid. Molaim an obair ata 4 dhéanamhle British Intelliegence and Counter- _ )
fada ag an Cumann, ni hamhain chun nalnsurgency system when they executed YW/hile all have a right to remember
fir agus na mna a throid idir 1916 agus British officers and agents onwhatbecamelN€!l dead, no matter on what side they
1921 ar son saoirse na hEireann a chomé-known as Bloody Sunday when the British [0Ught, we cannot equate the cause of
radh ach chun a geuspéiri a chur chun carried out their revenge attack on civilians I"'Sh freedom with the cause of British

cinn. in Croke Park. imperialism.

| wish to say here, for the first time in

| am honoured as the firBtrdmhéara The same day McKee, Clancy and : :
public, that many relatives of those who

certainly in recent times, to give the main Clune, prisoners in Dublin Castle, were ' X
oration atthe Annual Dick McKee, Peadar murdered, with the usual excusesifot  died for Irish freedom have spoken to me
Clancy and Conor Clune commemoration. while trying to escape'These men apoutthéirupsetandangeratthe Glasnevin
I thank the 1916-21 Club for the invitation represetned the best of what has beeﬁNal! where the names c-)f-the fallen Irish
and for the work you have been doing overdescribed as gollden generatianDick ~ Partiots of the 1916 Rising have been
many years not only to commemorate ourMcKee, a brave commande rof the Dublin ISted indiscriminately together with the
fallen patriots but also to promote their Brigade; Peadar Clancy, a 1916 veteran,"émbers of the British crown forces they
ideals and aspirations. former hunger striker, a natural leader; fought.
and Conor Clune, a typical man of the

Incommemorating McKee, Clancyand rank and file, dedicated to the Irish
Clune we must try to imagine Dublin as it language and culture, and to building a
was in the Winter of 1920. It was in the new Ireland.
grip of terror. Not, as the revisionists N »
would have it, theterror' of a people's It was an act of revenge. Just as the/uxiliaries and other British murderers
Army, the IRA, which was leading the execution of the Manchester Martyrs 2nd spies? This should not be allowed to
resistance against British rule. No, the Allen, Larkin and O'Brien was an act of Proceed.
reign of terror was initiated and sustainedrevenge and their 150th anniversary
by the British regime in Ireland, with its occurred last week.
headquarters in this very building, Dublin Club. | commend in particular your
Castle, outside of whichwe are assembled. The so-called revisionists would have oo )

us believe that there was no need to resorﬁﬂac:grcépgtt:ggt I?héhfgfg néztatl;gz elt g Ssif\eve

People in Dublin must have had a greatto arms to achieve Irish indpendence. This ' '
sense of helplessness as they waited ani the constant chorus of the likes of John
watched while Kevin Barry lived out his Bruton. Of course what they ignore is the
last days behind the high walls of Mountjoy fact that every resort to armed struggle
Jail berfore he was led to his death oncame about after so-called constitutional
November 1st. A week before that they methods had met with intransigence,
had seen the slow death on hunger strikecontempt and betrayal by the British
of the Lord Mayor of Cork Terence Government.
MacSwiney in Brixton Prison. phlets and magazines:

Soitwasin 1914 when Home Rule was httos://

But, while Republicans could not save shelved and Irishmen were induced in| ps:
these men, they were far from helpless.their tens of thousands to sacrifice www.atholbooks-
The Flying Columns were beginning to themselves in the armies of the British
inflict heavy casualties on the enemy, Empirein return for what Roger Casement SaleS-Org

How many realise that it is intended for
this to continue to 1923—and that the
names of McKee, Clancy and Clune are
be listed together with Black and Tans,

I want to conclude by again
commending the work of the 1916-21

Finally in honouring these men and all
their comrades we say—Their dream is
our dream and their Republic will be our
Republic.An Phoblacht abd!

On-line sales of books, pam-
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Account of Sinn Fein meeting; Grimond Room, Portcullis House, House of using the Irish issue for its own ends. The

Commons, Westminster, Tuesday, 28th Novemember Good Friday Agreement became the chief
topic from the platform. The two MPs
Northern Ireland And The EU: there represented border areas and that
. sent alarm bells ringing..
The Case For SpeCIaI Status A hard border could see the mustering

Listed to appear: . north-south cooperation and the &"d expansion of the Dissidents, playing
. . . institutions created by the Good Friday fight into British hands in their battle
Martina Anderson, MEP, Sinn Fein for  agreement. It also calls on the British against Sinn Fein. Chris Hazzard, the 33

North of Ireland. government to ensure there is no imposi-year old who defeated the SDLP in South
Chris Hazzard, MP, Sinn Fein, MP for  tion of an EU frontier on the island of Down, pointed out the Conservative
South Down. Ireland, and no emergence of regulatory g gyernment’'s coolness on the Good
Chair: Michelle Gildernew MP, Sinn Fein  divergence from the rules of the intemnal g5 Agreement. He explained that those
for Fermanagh/South Tyrone. market and customs union. When the

Council meets in December it must build yvho spoke _Of the Belfast Agreem_ent
further on this to ensure no regression ininstead of using the term The Good Friday

A very cold night and buskers with  jonts and that the Good Friday Agree- Agreement were not wholly in favour of
microphones and guitars blasting out near ment is protected. And the Taoiseachit. It was a sort of codification.
the Westminster Tube and PortcullisHouse, needsto signal hisintentionto opposethe  Theresa May had spoken of elfast
which is just around the corner from the  Brexit negotiations progressing to trade Agreemenbn many occasions. He also
Tube. No tourists to be seen. Only office  talks unless the issues relating to 'relandpointed out that the Good Friday

workers on staggered hours, lwould guess, '€ fully addressed . The paper is further . .
walking brisklygggainst e ool g evidence that the EU acknowledges angfgreement was a fragile thing that could

: : supports the need for the north to secureunravel very quickly. I thought: War
Much differentwhenlwas atPortcullis  gpecial status within the EU. Successive brought Sinn Fein to the fore and now

House on 7th September 2016, on a very papers coming from the EU supports that peace could advance it even more. Does
hotevening with blinding sun, foradiscus-  position and now itis time for the British ' Britain want that to happen? What a silly
sionby SFonthe Loughinisland Massacre, ~government to recognise that and work qyestion. Of course not.

County Down on the 18th of June, 1994. Wwith the EU to secure special status for

And then again on the 24th of January, the north within the EU. There was concern from the platform

2017 to hear SF's explanation for its A prightand optimistic statementandit about some of the religious zealots of the
withdrawal from Stormont. should be pointed out that the Good FridayDUP.

Athorough airport-type security check Agreement in her statement tops all other | can quite understand that having
in the foyer—overcoats off, belts off, for issues. tus§led Wlth. a few of them back in Belfast
both sexes, through the X-Ray, then patted- ~ during my time. Old Testament cut-outs
down for good measure. Heavy security The Left, fprmerly from the Re_publlc, gdvocatmg a _nuclear attack on an
guard and police presence. For 0bvi0u§o_unded a bit Connolly _Assomatlon, and mdependentChma bapkmthe e:?\rly 1950s.
reason there could be no objections frommight havg been or stll_l are members. Or seeing the Catholic population cra_wl
theIongqueuewaitingforover15minutes|—°ng _rambllngson Palestine, good maybe,south across tht_a border as b\loqdled
to get to the Grimond Room. but this wasn’t the place or the evenlngforcockroaches:. Or in local parlanc&vi’

that. the blood flyin’ out of them.”’

The Chair announces that Martina  Kindly acknowledged from the plat-  Butlwould hope those religious zealots
Anderson can'tbe here as she had to makgyrm, as if humouring an overexcited dog, in the DUP would be thinking of more
an urgent flight to Brussels. Discerning gentle applause from the audience. Then ajentle methods.
disappointmentfrom a fullroom. We were rep from the CPGB (Marxist Leninist): It A psychiatrist, once part of my extended
allanxious to hear the Brexit case but alsaseems workers could solve the Irish family said there were two groups of people
anxious to set eyes on Martina Andersonguestion. | thoughtllf so then why the he couldn’t get through to—communists
former member of Provisional IRA, former fyck didn’t they!’ and religious zealots.

POW for 13 years. You couldn’t tag SF as anything politi-

Her niece, Elisha McCallion, once SF cal at this meeting. It was once again the The platform, including a former

mayor of Derry took her place. struggle of the Nationalist people of the political advisor to Martin McGuinness,
orth for survival, And that struggle looks were also concerned that the emerging

ike it's about to be upon us again. The once-out-of-sight colonial mindset of the

_ _ ~Irishor English Leftcould make noinroads British political and media elements had

“There is now growing support in intg that situation on that evening. Itlooked upped their bitterness towards those who
Europe for the North of Ireland to secure | o they just couldn’t understand what they saw as their enemies in the Irish
a special status within the EU. Sinn Féin . : S

was happening and could maybe happemation and in its people.

has regularly called on the British | .
government to recognise this and workif @ hard border was introduced. That

The meeting was around the statemen
of SF, issued earlier:

with the EU to achieve it." would be a border that was slogan-proof The queue to enter Portcullis House
_ _ and kindly-regarding-leftist proof. had been discussing excitedly among
Martina Anderson was quoted in her ourselves the present situation on Brexit.

absence: Tired of sentimental slush, | decided to

"The latest paper which the European

bring up Britain’s balance-of-power The Irish must be the most political of all
g up P dpeople in Europe. But we left Portcullis

Commission sent to the British govern- centgnes-pld_ procedures. Tha}t stoppe House silently and in gloom.
ment is welcome as it builds on the the financial issues, the travel issues, the

October resolution. It acknowledges the human rightsissues and the Palestine issue Wilson John Haire
need to protect the Common Travel areafrom the platform. Britain would be now 29 November 2017



Book Review: De Valera, Volume I. Rise 1882-1932 by David McCullagh Collins; at worst, it suggests he regarded
(224.99 Gill, 2017) the views of the Supreme Council as

being of greater value than those of the

Cabinet; the oath contained in the final

; treaty was in the IRB’s form rather than
ASSGSSIng Dev de V);Iera’s“ (p239).
Biographies of de Valera seem to be a McCullagh deals in some detail with
publishing fashion at the moment and this what turned out to be the crucial eventin The ‘worst was the reality. Collins
is the latest. There is atheme to all of themthe negotiations with Westminster—the had no regard for the Cabinettke lads”
along the lines that that he was a greatCabinet meeting of 3rd December 1921 towere more important.
politician and statesman but had seriousdiscuss Lloyd Georgefinal offer’ of This was in contrast to de Valera for
flaws that account for his rejection so- Dominion status. whom the consummate issue was Cabinet
called Treaty and thereby wasthe cause  The basis for all subsequent events oriinity and Cabinet responsibility.
of the so-calledCivil War'. the Irish side was laid at this meeting. ~ Yetthisdisregard for democratic norms
Modern historians have tended to avertis never laid against Collins. Even though
The distinguishing feature of de Valera their eyes from it and concentrate on laterthis attitude was to form the essence of
was that he was both single-minded in hisdramas but this was the moment of truth .later problems. The IRB considered itself
basic aim, Irish independence, but McCullagh treats it as such. Griffith the real Government of Ireland as it had
infinitely flexible on how that was to be initially argued for acceptance of the draft held itself to be since 1867: it had not
achieved and he was the latter because hand accepting the King as head of statetaken on board the consequences of its
was the former. The two attributes are He suggested that they should sign it and®wn success in organising 1916,
complementary but can easily be portrayedieave it to the Dail to accept or reject it. democratically legitimised in the 1918
as opportunistic, deceitful, egotistical, Brugha argued that this woultsplit ~ Election.
malicious, etc. and this is very easy to doIreland from top to bottotGriffith then That Election changed completely the
by not appreciating the particular context agreed and safdlll not sign the document  paradigm of Irish politics. Irish inde-
in each case. but I'll bring it back and submit it to the Ppendence was now based on democracy
Dail and, if necessary, the peop(@38).  not conspiracy. The IRB was naturally
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar launched the On that assurance de Valera decided noslow to disownits very successful methods
book and is reported as saying that—  togoto London and attend the negotiationsof the past. And the IRB was Collins at

"...he has no problem acknowledging himself.. . this stage.
the greatness of Eamon de Valeraevenif The Cabinet accepted that any Oath : . ,
his predecessor was not always right. Mr should be based on the concept of external As has been pointed out previously in

varadkar described De Valera’s achieve- association, acceptance of the King asthese pages, Collins went on to ignore the
ment in keeping Ireland neutral in the head of the Association of Statési.e., nextmeeting with the British negotiators,
Second World War as ‘probably hisfinest the  Commonwealth, which included made his own agreement with Lloyd
hour' but said the same stubbornness)|ang. Byt there was to be no acceptancéeorge, and went on to help coerce the
behind this diplomatic policy was "o King of Ireland. full negotiating team to acceptthe ‘Treaty’.

apparent in 1921 and 1922 in events . .
which led to the Civil War" (Irish Times, Thereby he defied and totally ignored the

3.11.17). But the important event at the meeting agreed Cabinet decisions. It was all of a
was the dog that did not bark—Michael piece and based on a total misjudgement
So his virtue becomes his vice. Varadkar Collins. McCullagh puts it as delicately of what had happened and was happening
seems unaware of the consistency in thisas possible'Collin’s view was more in Ireland at the time.
‘stubbornnessas in both cases de Valera confusetl On the oath, ie was ambi
sought to defend the independence of thevalent, pointing out that it wouldn'tcome ~ The IRB and its methods were past
state he was the leader of. Varadkarinto force for 12 months, and it might be their sell-by date but they ensured that the
shows the endemic failure of a Fine Gaelerworth taking that timg237). He seemsto ‘Treaty’ was passed and so made a conflict
to see this obvious point. If it was not for be the only confused person at the 7 houfnevitable.
de Valera’s stubbornness in both situa- meeting which provided plenty time to
tions, he would not have had an inde- clear up minds. Confused thinking is not ~ The greatest irony in Irish history is
pendent state to become leader of. the usual attribute associated with Collins.that the IRB, which did more than any
Ronan Fanning, in his recent biography, other body to create an Irish Republic,
put de Valera’spetulancé as the cause  And McCullagh gives the real reason Was also primarily responsible for

of the ‘Civil War’ in place of Varadkar’s for Collins' prevarication two pages later: destroying the Republic that it helped to

" " create and turned itinto a Dominion under
stubbornness " Unknown to de Valera, the Cabinet the Crown.

was not the only body considering the ‘s
McCullagh seems to have foreseen  raft Treaty. Collins had given a copy of That misjudgement was the cause of

both Varadkar's and Fanning’s critiques  the British draft to Sean O Muirthuile, the Civil war’ that de Valera bent over
when he saysBut those who ascribe de  secretary of the IRB, to put before ‘the backwards to prevent.

Valera’s position solely towounded vanity  lads’—the Supreme Council. According _
and stubbornness miss the essential point: 0 O Muirthuile, the oath proposed bythe  McCullagh’s book makes this case

. - i f h i ofi
promise that would preserve unity. That ;ﬁézligzcév?osth%rﬁritgﬁ Ftreztsfa)ig,ref;\ﬁte dacknowledgmentis stilltoo much to expect
doing so would preserve his own leader  figelity to the British Monarch in a sub- ©"€" when the facts make it obvious.

ship he chose to regard as a happy sequent clause. At best this was an Dev's biography has still to be written.
accident.(p.249). appalling breach of confidentiality by Jack Lane
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on nationalism took courageWas the
heading of the extensive encomium by
Stephen Collins published this November
2nd, while'Conor Cruise O'Brien caused
cultural transformation"was thelrish
Timedheading of its November 4th report
on the two day celebration of O'Brien's

father—whether as a critic, a biographer C€Ntenary in Trinity College, at which
or an observer of Irish society, so when Collins himself also performed.

he approached us with his proposal for a
biography, we felt he was uniquely
qualified to chronicle the life and work in

a new light. We look forward to helping - commercial operation, and a centenary
Fintan in working on this new biography,

which enjoys the approval and co- mentionofanybodyglsecanbe_\purchased
operation of the Heaney family.” by way of a classified advgrusement. I
don’t have any problems with that, as |
annually insertmemoriamnotices in
respect of my deceased wife, mother and
father. So, this November 11th, the
following notice was paid for and
appeared:

Centenaries And Other Citations
In The Irish Times

It is interesting to compare what first
appears online in the Irish Timeasd what
the Editor chooses to publish, or not
publish, in the subsequent print edition.
The issue of November 14th is an
interesting case in point, both in respect of
what was published, albeit re-edited, or
not published at all. 1 will come back
presently to what was completely excluded
from that print edition. What was printed,  Perhaps a more informative heading
under the category dLiterature”, was  might have beenO'Toole successfully
the following story concerning that paper's canvasses to write Heaney's official-bio
own Literary and Assistant Editor: graphy" Nothing particularly wrong with
"O'Toole commissioned to write Heaney's seeking out work which one would
official biography" The happy news was thoroughly enjoy doing. We have all had
delivered as follows by reporter Martin to earn our bread. | myself was fortunate
Doyle: to find lifetime employmentin doing work

The Irish Timesis, of course, a

O’RIORDAN, Micheal—
(Centenary Family Remembrance)

—Son of Julia and Micheal, West Cork

"Fintan O'Toole has been commission- ffom which | also derived immense intel-
ed to write the official biography of lectual satisfaction—in my case, in the
Seamus Heaney, Ireland’s Nobel Prize- service of the Trade Union movement.
winning poet, who died in August 2013 But, in this latest chapter of O'Toole's
after a career spanning seven decadesggeer|rish Timege-editing had masked

O'Toole, anlrish Timescolumnist for o 5001 ence of events—that his canvas-
nearly 30 years, has written almost 20 _.

books, inciuding studies of playwrights SIN9 had preceded his successful
Richard Brinsley Sheridan and Tom COmMmission.

Murphy, and mostrecentiydging Shaw

a biography of George Bernard Shaw. It is of further interest to note how
This year, he has won the Orwell Prize editorial decisions are taken, particularly
for Journalism, the European Press Pr'zeduring this Decade of Centenaries, as to
Commentator Award and Broadsheet who or what should be mentioned, and
Columnist of the Year at the Newsbrands .

Ireland Journalism Awards. Heaney’s who should not be. This past September
family and his publisher, Faber & Faber, Saw the Centenary of the death of Thomas
welcomed the news. O'Toole willengage Ashe, atwhose Glasnevin funeral Michael
in years of original research, interlacing Collins had given the funeral oration. This
archive, oral and literary work, and \wasmentioned duringthe 95th anniversary
correspondence to create a portrait of, in .o mmemoration of Collins's own death,
his words, ‘the personal, the political and on which, under the heading ofigh

th tic'... Th t Michael said: __. . .
'Tﬁg cf):rﬁly of gg:riusssﬁgar:gyav?/h?)?é- TimesSelf-censorship”, | reported in the

heartedly welcome the announcement of Séptemberrish Political Review The
Fintan O’Toole as his biographer.™ former Political Editor of th&ish Times

Stephen Collins, gave an Address at a
And so read the final sentence, ascommemorationof Michael Collins hosted

Gaeltacht of Béal Atha'n Ghaorthaidh.
Born Cork city, November 12,1917, first
week of the Russian Socialist Revolution.
General Secretary, Communist Party of
Ireland, 1970-83. International Brigade
volunteer, Spanish Anti-Fascist War.
Wounded-in-action, Gandesa, Lughnasa
1938. Author of "Connolly Column".
Honorary citizen of Spain, 1996. RIP
2006. Beloved comrade and husband of
Kay (RIP 1991). Loving father of Mary
(RIP 1948), Manus and Brenda. Father-
in-law of Annette (RIP 2013) and Tony.
Much loved Grandad of Jess, Neil, Dara,
Caitriona and Luke. Michedl also lives
on through his great-grandchildren—
Amaia, Rory, Caleb, Cian, Eliand Jacob.
Always remembered with pride and love.

"Si me quieres escribir,
ya sabes mi paradero:
en el frente de Gandesa,
primera linea de fuego."

("If you wish to write to me, you already
know my address: on the Gandesa front,
in the first line of fire.)

published in the print edition, from which by the Collins/Griffith Commemoration
| have quoted only the half of that report. Society at Glasnevin on 20th August. An Now, | am not one to engage in uncritical
But an editorial decision had been made tolrish Timegeport of this event 'neglected hagiography. Following my father's
excise the final sentences from the reportto record' that its columnist pointedly passingin May 2006, | penned a tribute to
as originally filed, where O'Toole's fellow criticised President Michael D. Higgins, both my deceased parents entitféd
Irish Timescolumnist, its radio reviewer by name, for'simplistic analyses"and  Remembrance of Two 'Fools*The Fool
Michael Heaney, had let the cat out of thethat he also denounced what he called théeing the title, alike, of a poem by Patrick
bag. For, online, we could ascertain how "extreme left"leadership of the British Pearse and a song by the Cuban Silvio
thatreport's final paragraph originally read: Labour Party. Rodriguez, and a designation proudly worn
as a badge of revolutionary honour. This
. No self-censorship was, however, remembrance was first published in the
L?;ngr?]fesiﬁg :i?gfggg&vgﬁtlegf e,‘:ritr?gx involved when therish Timesjoined in  July 2006 ofrish Political Review—see
O'Toole as his biographer. We have long C€lebrations marking the centenary of http://free-magazines.atholbooks.org/ipr/
been great admirers of Fintan’s astute Conor Cruise O'Brien, who had been born2006/IPR_July_2006.pdb download—
and wide-ranging work—as was my on3rd November 19170'Brien'sstance and it was reprinted, with due acknow-

"The poet's son Michael said: The



ledgement, in the October 2006 issue of
Unity, published by the Communist Party
of Ireland. My tribute did not avoid the
issue of our sharp political differences,
while, of course, it primarily focussed on
our unity of purpose in terms of shared
political convictions.

| also referred to disagreements as well
as agreements in the two centenary
biographical lectures delivered this past
year in my father's native Cork: the first,
entitled "A Neighbour's Child", on August
4th, as part of the Spirit of Mother Jones
Festival; and the second, entitled "Born to
be a Revolutionary”, on November 9th, in
Cork City Library. This was attended by
thelrish Time<LCork correspondent, Barry
Roche, who thought it sufficiently
newsworthy to post a report online on
November 13th. Yet not a single word of
that report was published in the print
edition of thelrish Timeson November
14th, the same issue that announced, with
a fanfare, Fintan O'Toole's happy news.
Nor, indeed, on November 15th.

Why? Was there some objection to me
pointing out that the Spanish Republic
had been defeated, not only due the
superior military intervention of Nazi
Germany and Fascist Italy, but also due to
the so-called "non-intervention”
strangulation of that Republic by Britain
and France? In any case, hereunder is now
the only place to find that Barry Roche
report in print:

"Communist O’Riordan thought
war already lost before he fought in
Spain. Manus O’Riordan says father
‘honour-bound’ to defend Spanish
republic against Franca

Irish communist leader Michael O’
Riordan went to fight with the
International Brigades in the Spanish
Civil War even though he believed the
fightfor the Spanish republic was already
lost, his son Manus has revealed. Speaking
atalecture to mark the 100th anniversary
of his father's birth last weekend, Mr
O’Riordan said his father believed the
Spanish republic would fall to Franco’s
fascist forces when he went to Spain in
March 1938. But his sympathies had
been with the democratically-elected
republican government from the outset
ofthewarin July 1936. “He was due to go
in 1937, but he got appendicitis, so he
went the following year, but before he
went he actually said ‘| already knew the
war was lost because of the amount of aid
that Hitler and Mussolini were giving
Franco and the lack of support for the
republic from Britain and France’,” Mr
O’Riordan said. “But he still felt honour-
bound having volunteered to go, so he

went out without any expectation of the
war being won by any action he took—he
thought perhaps the republic could hold
out a little bit longer and there might be
some change if something dramatic
happened elsewhere in Europe.” Mr
O’Riordan said his father thought,
perhaps, Britain and France as
democracies might come in and support
the republic, which should have happened
when Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia in

Viva La Quince Brigada which was
inspired by his book about the Irish
involvementinthe International Brigades,
Connolly Column which he wrote in
1979.

“When he died in 2006, we scattered
some of his ashes in Carlingford Lough
where we had scattered my mother, Kay's
ashes in 1991, but we brought another
part of his ashes back to Spain and

1938, but “they just stood by and the

] Y | ( scattered them at the very spot where he
Spanish republicfinally fellin July 1939”.

had crossed the Ebro with the Catalan
flag in 1938"." (End of Roche’s report).
Speaking at a lecture at Cork City
Library to mark his father's birth on o
November 12th, 1917, just days after the Now, it m'ght be argued that any
Russian Revolution, Mr O’'Riordan said Newspaper editor has so many competing
his father joked that the guns of the cruiser, reports for his/her limited space in a print
Aurora, firing on the Winter Palace in St edition, that many good newsworthy
Petersburg broughton his premature birthreports, for that reason alone, must
in Cork. Firstjoining Fianna Eireann as a jnyariably fail to make it beyond online
teenager in Cork, Michael O'Riordan posting. Butlimited space does not explain

later joined the IRA. He was in the IRA tather’ ded
when he became a communist, under thehOW my father's name was regarded as

influence of Sean Nolan whom he met at ONe great unmentionable when it came to
a WolfeTone commemoration in owning up to "corrections and
Bodenstown, said Mr O’Riordan. Hewas clarifications". It was under this heading,
only 20 years old and lied about his agefor example, that the print issue of
when hg travellgd to Paris to join the November 1st acknowledgetia book
International Brigades. There he was review last Saturday referred in error to

vetted by future Yugoslav leader, Tito, . . . .
before he travelled over the Pyreneesph'“p Larkin when it meantto referto Jim

Wlth Smugg|ers a_nd joined the Brmsh Larkin and hiSStatuein Dublin'SO'Conne”
Battalion of the 15th International Street!
Brigade, after training at Figueras.
I have no doubt that a genuine error had
“His commander in the British also been made in thieish Times of
Battalion was a man from Manchester QOctober 30th, when itdrishman'’s Diary
called Sam Wildand when the Republican g catalonia and Ireland in the 1930s"

forces mounted one last offensive 10 o 4teq from an unsuccessful solidarity

i I he Fasci h
fr%%lgngrlgfgr?t o;tatr?] tvsildaz(;l\s/tes Zg(t:heappeal to de Valera from a Catalan Youth

company a Spanish flag and a CatalanParty, but gave as its source "Manus
flag as they crossed the Ebro”, Mr O'Riordan's bookonnolly Columr' No
O'Riordan said. “Sam said to my fatherit creditwas, of course, due to me, but rather
was important an Irishman carry the to my father, and his research for his own
Catalan_ﬂag a_stheycrossedthe Ebroi_ntobook_ This is why, that same day, |
Catalonia, which sounds very romanup, requested that, just like the Larkin
but when | asked my father what he did ti the followi hould b
with the flag, he said he gave it to the first correction, the 1o owmgl S ould be
liberated Catalan he found as it made himPublished under that paper’s “corrections
a sitting duck for snipers.” Wounded by and qualifications":
shrapnel while defending Hill 481 during

the Battle of the Ebro, Michael O’'Riordan
was invalided back to Barcelona. There
he witnessed La Pasionaria, Dolores
Ibarruri, make her famous 'You are
history, You are Legend' speech to the
departing international Brigades, in
November 1938.

Although the Republicans lost the civil
war, Michael O’'Riordan was deeply
honoured when the Spanish Parliament
votedin 1996 to offer Spanish citizenship
to all surviving International Brigadiers

who had come to Spain to help defend the

Spanish Republic, said Mr O’Riordan.
“Spainwas a huge part of my father’s life
and he was very moved by that and he
was delighted when Christy Moore wrote

"An Irishman'sDiary, October 30,
inaccurately referred to "Manus
O'Riordan's bookConnollyColumn'.

The author of this 1979 book was
Michael O'Riordan."

No such correction was ever acknow-

ledged and published, but, on once again
checking the online version, | discovered
that "Manus" had now been surreptitiously
altered to read "Michael", without,
however, any indication that there had
ever been a Larkin-type error to be
corrected in the first place. What a shabby
paper of record!

Manus O’Riordan
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In Memoriam
Thomas Ashe

In memoriam Thomas Ashe, lIrish
Volunteers Commandant; victorious

Thomas Ashe, Thomas Ashe, we areOur own Gaelic Nature in apathy close?
mourning for thee! Ah! No! To our hearts this dear sorrow
receiving

We'll send in a shout to our circle of foes!

Your thoughts, Thomas Ashe, now, shall
shortly be ours—

The wild mountain glens are now silent and
lonely,
And Grief on their bosom has laid her poor

commander in the Battle of Ashbourne yere thoughts of new life have no place, for AS you fought the good fight so we'll fight to

during the 1916 Rising; President of the

now only be free.

Irish Republican Brotherhood, 1917; The greenwoods are wrapped in dear thoughtGainst all the vain pomp of the princes and

fatally wounded at the hands of the British
authorities by forcible feeding in Mountjoy

Gaol; died 25th September 1917.

LET ME CARRY YOUR CROSS FOR
IRELAND, LORD
by
Thomas Ashe ,
Lewes Gaol, England, 1917.

Let me carry your Cross for Ireland, Lord
The hour of her trial draws near,

And the pangs and the pains of the sacrifi
May be borne by comrades dear.

of the dead! powers,
The leaves from the trees, sadly sighing, areMade strong by the thought of dear

falling vengeance for thee.
Anltlg)rm abronze pall for the once flower'd (First published by Sean O'Casey in
The winds rustling thro' them, are plaintively Songs of the Wren918, as I_1|s contrlbu_t|on
calling— to the Anti-Conscription Campaign).

Thomas Ashe, Thomas Ashe, we are
mourning for thee! The funeral of Thomas Ashe on 30th

In the ears of the coast Erin's grey waves arq?ce;r:efmugg ;lggﬁ(‘?éastﬁgi fg?t%fgﬁri%%%b'

beating - - ¢
A curse on the Power that his life would not R0SS&in 1915’. at Wh'ph Pearsle had given
spare, his famous oration. Being Ashe's successor

retreating, Brotherhood, Michael Collins was chosen

But, Lord, take me from the offering throng, With a caione for the soul that had courageto give his funeral oration. At Ashe's grave-

There are many far less prepared,

to dare! side, aguard of honour of Irish Volunteers

Through anxious and all as they are to die  The grey restless waves are all rising andfired a volley of shots in tribute, and

That Ireland may be spared.

Let me carry your Cross for Ireland, Lord
My cares in this world are few.

And few are the tears will for me fall
When | go on my way to You.

Spare. Oh! Spare to their loved ones dear

The brother and son and sire.

falling— Collins then stepped forward to give the

following oration:
"Nothing additional remains to be said.

Oh! a sorrowful breast is the breast of the

sea—
And her waters, uneasy, are plaintively  That volley which we have just heard is
calling— the only speech whichitis proper to make

above the grave of a dead Fenian."
Thomas Ashe, Thomas Ashe, we are

mourning for thee.

That the cause we love may never die  Shall we then to Nature's sad, heart-brokenAnd that was that!

In the land of our Heart's desire!

grieving Manus O’Riordan

Let me carry your Cross for Ireland, Lord!
Let me suffer the pain and shame

I bow my head to their rage and hate,
And | take on myself the blame.

Let them do with my body whate'er they will
My spirit | offer to You.

That the faithful few who heard her call
May be spared to Roisin Dubh.

Let me carry your Cross for Ireland, Lord!
For Ireland weak with tears,

For the aged man of the clouded brow
And the child of tender years;

For the empty homes of her golden plaing;

For the hopes of her future, too!
Let me carry your Cross for Ireland, Lord!
For the cause of Roisin Dubh.

LAMENT FOR THOMAS ASHE
by Ashe's close friend,
Sean O'Casey, 1918

The breasts of the mountains with anger
heaving,

Swift rivers of tears down their rugged cheq
flow;

Their mantle of heather the wild wind
reaving,

And their proud heads are capp'd with
storm cloud of woe,

Why gathers the gloom in a mann
appalling—

What causes the sunshine in terror to flg

The mountains of Erin are plaintive

O Corrain And His Key To Irish Writing

Donnchadh O Corrain, who died appeared on this subject for a long time.
recently, was one of the more notable Irish
intellectuals of recent times. He was a Besides that, there’'s his long book.
historian who always insisted that the pastClavis Litterarum Hibernensiunf'The
must be made to serve the present, anékey to What the Irish Wrote"—it's more
» that the historians of ancient Ireland did polite to translate it ata key", but O
this admirably. Corrain didn't mearfa key', he meant
O Corrain wrote about ancient and not-"the key), issued by the academic
so-ancient Ireland for a half-century or publisher Brepols, comesinthree volumes
more. His two most interesting publica- and over 1900 pages. It's a bibliography.
tions appeared in the year of his death. AThat is to say, it's a gigantic series of lists
few months ago | reviewed one of them, of editions and academic commentaries,
The lIrish Church, its Reform, and the ranging over Irish writings from the 4th or
hréenglish Invasion fdrish Political Review.  5th century oghams to the annals and
This is arefutation of the idea that the 12thhistories of the early 17th century, or
kscentury Gaelic Irish were decadent, paganthereabouts. Built into the bibliography is
S barbaric or whatever, and needed to bea view of the culture of the Gaelic Irish.
taken in hand by foreign monks and There are carefully calculated sentences
aEnglish armies. O Corrain shows that thisor short paragraphs of commentary,
is the propaganda of a variety of interestedintended to make sure that an academic
ETl parties, who were using double standardsvho is moving about in any part of the
And whose intervention did not at all great firmament of Irish literature will
‘improve Irish Christianity, rather the have certain perspectives and not others.

e
Yy

calling—

reverse. His short book is the best that has In my opinion, there’s a bugbear which



haunts this entire huge book. It's the stereo-Patrick”, we are told parenthetically on Léinin, the outstanding 6th century master
type of the backward, uncivilised Irish. page 1606, as if this were a small matter!poet and saint, into the story of Irish
One can sum it up in a statement made byin Irish tradition it was not by any means Christianity (needless to say, he should
John Bury, a late-Victorian historian of a small matter. have been considered alongside the other
the Roman Empire and biographer of St. two contemporary'Colms’ (doves),
Patrick, tothe effectthatthose who studied ., . o ; Columcille and Columbanus). Another
. Christian/pre-Christian compromise, as . :
the development of the human mind could | . . outstanding 6th century poet and ultimate-
. devised by Patrick, Dubhthach and others, . . S
be glad that Ireland lay undisturbed at the.” . . ly saint, Dallan Forgaill, is not even men-
is in a prologue to th8enchas Marthe " < P
end of the world. . : . tioned by name. O Corréin is wary of the
< . . ._great collection of ancient laws. This . o
When O Corrain began his academic : poets, and with reason: give them too
. prologue is bone-headedly referred to by T
career there were still professors who went much scope and they’ll ruin his carefully

on like that: Watkins of Harvard, say, or some modern scholars as “the pS?Udoarawn picture of a clericalised Christian
: . historical prologue to th8enchas Méar
Binchy of Dublin. Early Ireland was a

[
- ot Whatthey do notrealise isthat this is morelreland'
laboratory specimen, a fascinating (for

Watkins) or rather irritating (for Binchy) authentic history than they themselves  nonetheless, from this point onwards,

example of arrested development, Iaggingw'" ever write: to be sure, the details of o grim ghost of Binchy seems to fade

behind progressive Romanised Europe. gihe story (St. Patrick causing an earthquakeyy ay - & Corrain relaxes a bit and,

Corrain detested all this but seems to have?izirlz’u?;ﬁ'l)g:ayob;iiorgﬁ:"'gﬁ;gfﬂ%g‘falesli)e?ia”y when he discusses the great

suffered it silently for a long ime. Onlyin . story exprezses N great truth of Iri};hpoetlc- stories, permits himself more

the last few years of his life did he begin to cultural history complication. o '

say plainly, in print, what he thought of Thereis one.tremendous ancientpoem Inimmram Brair(in which Bran makes

Professor Binchy's wisdom. embedded in that prologue to Benchas a voyage to _the Land of ngen, where
In theClavishe certainly gives asense . .o riiited to Dubhthach in oo c 5 N0 Sin or deatflichristian and

of how much Ireland contributed to early ’ pagan themes are mingled with great

Christian Europe (including three of its the role of judge, and which no one has sy (o, 1398).Echtrae Chonnla(a

very brightest stars: Columbanus, Sedulius® Y good reason notto consider authenticjmijar story of Connla’s journey to the

Scotus, and the philosopher and poet Joh Itis g deat_hhselntgnce pa}ssetlj on a certalfyherworld) is'a subtle commentary on
Scotus Eriugena). But at the same time heru.a a, with elaborate legal argument. jne rejationship between Irish pagan
deliberately loses sight of the dynamic his Nuzz_ja;] has clommltted SOTe S(irtt Ofpeliefs and Christianity, on mortality and
T . crime which involves a commitment to o ,
vernacular culture which is generating all . o . immortality” (p. 1364). And then there’s
i is shifted right P292nism, and which is capital. Modemn gjihne  the foster-child of Oengus of the
:)hellii(T?s \;ﬁ;naszuclgrr]gulrt]:rh? Igfsftl;]f;eiggtf zchola,;s are unfatlb_le t’(t) f_igure itt OLtjt}bUttLhatBoyne,and the most beautiful ggd—woman
implyi it i i oesnt mean It Isnt Important for i€ f the Tyatha Dé Danaan, who enquires
gzlg?r%i;g?; (Ijt Igég?;?gg::;\?;dl?gohistoryofIrish culture. O Corrain commits (in Altram Tige D& Meddr about ?he
pages to get to the poets. But this i the major omission of making no specific ,ossiple existence of other gods. She is
outrageous: quite definitely they ought to Menton of this poem atall. - - told by the god Manannan that there is a
. - When, finally, deep into his second tor-god ful than thei
be in at the beginning, threaded through creator-god more powerful than their own

the stories of Patrick, Brigit, Columcille ;/r?luT]e, ?efcl:())mfs 0 thBe_ ver:na;]cula; l?WS’QOdS- Subsequently she meets St. Patrick
and Columaille. e ghost of Professor Binchy haunts him 34 is converted.

We find this isolated sweepin sentenceand there’s one thing he has to say at the - 5 bri
in the introductionIn the sixF;h ?:entur expense of all elséSuch has been the Thlgtaleofgodsqnq Tqathape Igrllngs
, \ ) Y. mistaken emphasis on the archaism of the Padanism... and Christianity... into living
perhaps earlier, the church elites absorbed . ; contact... This remarkable syncretist tale
T . laws that many scholars have quite missed
what indigenous oral learning that had

their ad d iuri d 863 of conversion draws equally on pagan
survived and in law, poetry, grammarand - o' advanced junspru encep. 863). lore and on the motifs of hagiography”
narrative literature, created and

On theAudacht Moraindthe earliest of (p. 1303).
. . the "How to be a good kingtracts, O
developed a unique synthesis between i . . . S
o : o orrain says sweepinghits ideal king is | would say that the whole concept of
and Christian Latin culture(p. ix). But a christian one. thouah clothed in the . has o b toned in Irish
why this way round rather than the otherIan uage of a, aren%l inherited and p_aganlstm azpo e_qutis |on§ Irt]h rt|s
way round? Why should we thinkinterms . guage PP y crreumstancesaganismis anideatha
. T timeless wisdom(p. 1188). comes loaded with negativity and often
of Church elites absorbing indigenous . L X " )
: - By Well, yes, of course, the ideal king in with positive hatred, but the mainstream
learning, rather than (as Irish tradition and . . : ) L )
) . - Audacht Morainds a christian king, but  of Irish Christianity did not have that
literary evidence suggests) |nd|genousOnl according to the terms of the feeli b h Christi |
learned elites absorbing the culture of the Y 9 eeling about the pre-Christian cuture.
Church?

The most extensive account of Ireland’s

Dubhthach/Patrick compromise! His

"natural soundness'(fir aicnid) is Modern ideas of paganism, of course,
) THe Historic Compromise  reaffirmed as Christian. But it's another were something else again. Some pagan
O Corrain omits to point out that matter to suggest that there’'s learnedthemes might be stimulating for people

according to Irish tradition there was an Christianity inAudacht Moraindits editor  who had difficulties with Christianity, but

original dynamic compromise, overseen Fergus Kelly couldn’t find any, nor can |, the fact remained that the great ideologies

by St. Patrick, between the pre-Christianand O Corrain doesn’t give details of of progress—Hegelian, Marxist, Macau-

Irish culture, most of whichwas reaffirmed anyone who has done better. layan, or whatever—tended to incorporate
asvalid, and the new Christianity. A crucial Christianity in the story of Progress and to
figure in this compromise was the poet THe QuesTioN oF PacanisM  see"pagan survivals'as backwardness.

Dubhthach maccu Lugair“who, it is Finally, nearly two-thirds of the way O Corrain, of course, had a horror of

said, was the first to acknowledge St.through, O Corréin brings Colman Mac precisely that. Which is why he has taken
17
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so much pains to show the academics ofacknowledge and draw out the best in fheamong those interested in the question of
the western world how Christian aheh-  pre-Christian culture, and there would be the Diaries. This writer can recall, over a
pagan“the Irish were, and what a very adynamic and essentially peaceful fusiondecade ago, an individual who had under-
great deal of Latin they managed to write. of the two. taken a creditable amount of research on
What Las Casas hoped for in the ngn-the case express the view that the volumes
THE SGNIFICANCE OF LAs Casas ~ European lands was what actually hadhad been displayed to a handful of people.
An interesting question is whether this happened in Ireland. It might be a serviceput this view was expressed as an
is a specificallyFine Gaelay of treating  to thinking people in Europe and beyor|d, assumption which did not carry the weight
early Ireland. O Corrain’s shirt was blue. to letthem know that. O Corrain has dopeof assured conviction.
That much is made clear in his Preface tosomething much less ambitious: he Has As mentioned before; absence of
a volume commemorating James Hogan,made early Ireland merely conventionally evidence is not evidence of absentis
one of the outstanding intellectuals of the European, as opposed to what it regllynot good practice to base an argument

Irish Free State and early Republic. In was, European and unique. _ upon a negative. However, we can safely
Hogan'’s last year as Professor of History John Minahane | say, given the failure of evidence to appear
at UCC (the lastyear of his life), O Corrain over the span of a century, that it is likely

was his undergraduate student. | quoteEditorialNote: John Minahane'sseries | - the bound volumes were not displayed at
here the most interesting part of hison the polemic of Las Casas withl the period in question.

account. colonialists is ongoing irChurch & State. _ o .
" . Such a lacuna is suspicious. Could it
| had done history elsewhere, blit

nothing had prepared me for the intgl- be, as Paul HydeS_uggesgs,thatthevolumes
lectual roller-coaster that was Hogan|s ThOUghtS on the did not exist at this time*

course... We learned much abopt A
> . ; ; ; Another explanation is that there was
colonialism and the relationships betwegn VIEWINQ of the physical evidence on the volumes them-

European and non-European peoples, §n R . .
especially the life and works of Bartolomé (_t:asement Diaries 'Sl'iltjlsir\:\éhlcﬁarg?gkﬁgthj;;:é?fo?:lzﬁ)ise.
de Las Casas... (Hog.an s) youthful Irigh in 1916 they h g _
nationalism made him the enemy o¢f scrutiny. Evidence of erasure and inter-

colonialism and of the racism that go  In his articlePrécis of a Prooflrish  5jation comes to mind. A number of
often accompanies it (and that wags Political Review December 2016) Paul |esearchers have referred to this. Dr.
Ireland’s experience too), and here is theHyde makes the interesting claim that the erpert 0. Mackey, in his 1966 bodke
source of his passionate interest in Lafin actual bound volumes we know today asTruth about the Forged Diarieade a

American colonialism; inthe great debaje iari iari .
at Salamanca between Ju%n Gings |gdnecasementDiariesr theBlackDiaries  nymper of references to instances of

Sepulveda and Bartolomé de las CaspsVE"€ N0t shown to anybody outside of grasyre and over-writing, which he claimed
and inthe proclamation of the remarkaljle 90Vernment service prior to Casement'sy, have perceived on the surface of certain
Laws of Burgos in 1512, we studenfs €xecution. He supports this by way of an pages. This would explain the volumes
knew well where Hogan stood. absence of archival references to such geing shielded from inspection in 1916.
1 ity o all—rlerely 2 Solf vt aioposcs the reader 1o Aok nimeeihercely sy ercSINd that the National
contradiction, a self-deception._ Neither fun%amental questions. A_rchlves "?‘t Kew, andqn gurrently pro-
had he any sympathy with th . vide the Diaries for viewing in the form of
The idea that the bound volumes were monochrome microfilim negatives whereas

impoverished and epistemologicall ) ; .
naive positivism that T.W. Moody and H. "ot displayed is nothing new as such.  petween 1959 and 1966 Mackey had been

Dudley Edwards had acquired at the "Onthe advice of Sir Earnley Blackwell allowed to inspect the originals. The
Institute of Historical Research in Lond (the legal adviser to the Home Office) authorities at Kew are becoming more
e sl stabiah el ol ped copes and PRGOS ratver thn fss guarded.

something new (in fact, nearly everybody  ofthe trial, through London clubs, among A. black a.nd white photocopy or its
else knew it was very old and tired)..["  Members of Parliament and others, who €duivalent will not show up the level of
(James Hogan: Revolutionary, Historial might be thought to influence public detail provided by close scrutiny with the
and Political Scientisted. Donnchadh opinion." (The Accusing Ghostor Justice nhaked eye, especially when accompanied
Corrain, 2001, pp. ix-X). forCasemenp. 11,1957, Alfred Noyes). by use of a magnifying glass. Details such
as the faint physical indentation left by
erased writing on the page can be
conveniently hidden.

On this, one can only comment that  There is no mention here of an original
Hogan’s teaching doesn’t seem to havebound volume being displayed.
sunk in properly. European colonialis
pioneered and established by officipl PHOTOSTATIC EXTRACTS SECRET TELEGRAM
Christians who were mostly real believetls, Instead there is reference ttyped A secret telegram to the British naval
has shaped the modern world and has alscopies and photostatic extrattsA  attaché in Washington, Captain Guy
poisoned the modern world. Europefs "photostatic extractis the equivalentofa Gaunt, of 29th June 1916 said:
violence towards non-European peoplés,modern photocopy of a handwritten origi- "Photographic facsimile & transcript of
sometimes going as far as genocide, gndhal. The copying process a century agoCasement's diary of which you have, no
contempt for their cultures, continues fo was very much slower. Around two min- doubt, already heard is being sent to
work itself out ominously. From withinl utes was required for the reproduction of America by today’'s mail. Person receiving
the high culture of Christian Europg, a single page. it will communicate with you when it
Bartolomé de Las Casas tried heroically Whether the original bound volumes arrives" (Foreign Office Archive - TNA
but unsuccessfully to establish anotherthemselves had ever beendisplayed during=O 395/43)
model of contact between Christians apdthe campaign to discredit Casement is a The telegram made a distinction
non-Christians. Christianity would matterthathas occasionally been discussetietween the transcript and tfaesimile




The facsimile can only be a photographic
reproduction of original diary pages.
Anybody who doubts this should explore letter (rish Political Reviewr December

the meaning of the terfacsimileby means
of a dictionary.
Understood precisely, the telegra

ConNFusION
Just in passing, in relation to Hyde

of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was only a
S more dramatic version of the same

genocidal approach—and one involving a
bN relatively minute number of victims. A
in few seconds ofshock and awe'not
Nngcenturies of the same thing. That centuries-

2017), 1 should mention that the confusi
over a letter from Naval Attaché Captd
m Gaunt can be explained by Gaunt hav

implies the transcript and the photographic assigned an incorrect date to his lefterlong massacre has not been repented: it
reproduction corresponded one with the alleged to have been sent 22nd Auglstdoes not occur to any American—and
other. The date is important. It was over a1916. It was a mistake easily made in {hemany others—that there is something to

month before Casement was executed.era before digital technology.
So, we can say that here is impressive A careful reading of my contribution

evidence that the Diaries existed prior
Casement's death.

| also wish to again draw attention to
letter to theTimes Literary Supplemeaot

18th April 1936 by Shane Leslie, who was towards bringing clarity.
on the staff of the British Embassy at

repent. By comparison, the Japanese
bombing was almost a crime of passion!
to will indicate that | never claimed John  Nuclear Bombing Japan was part of the
Quinn was convinced in August 1916 by American plan, itsmanifest destinyof
the reproductions of handwritten pages|heexpansion into Asia—copying the English
a was shown. expansion into India, Africa and
Hopefully, the above willgo some wgy elsewhere. This bombing is not therefore
some great turning point in American and

Tim O’Sullivan Anglo Saxon morality—it was more of

Washington at the relevant time. It stat
Photographgof pages of the Diaryyere
sent to the late Ambassador, Sir Ce
Spring Rice, in Washington, and he,
duty bound, showed them to Americ
journalists".This reinforces the evidenc
from the June 1916 telegram mention
above.
QUINN PaPERS

The details from the Quinn Papers h
at New York Public Library, referred t
both by me and Paul Hyde in his rece
letter (rish Political ReviewDec. 2017)

ar the same, but in more dramatic form.
Churchill, and Bertrand Russell—the
peacenik—, wanted to attack Russia with
atomic bombs at the same time but they
had not the technical capacity to build and
drop nuclear bombs at the time, and that
In the lastlrish Political Review was all that stopped them doing so. And in
(December 2017), Desmond Fennell out-these matters of morality is there a
lined, in 'Between two civilisatiorishis  qualitative difference between wishes and
Id view of how and why Western Civilisation deeds? Churchill articulated the American
is dead and argues that we are in a periodase for expansion into Europe with his
nt of transition to a new civilisation as yet to ‘Iron curtair’ speech, a concept borrowed
be created and defined. He takes the Ameridirectly from Goebbels.

Cil
- Desmond Fennell—
:“ Hamlet without the Prince

bd

bear out that Photostats of what purporgedcan atomic bombing of Hiroshima and

to be Casement’s handwritten diary we
sent to the US and displayed to vario
persons including Quinn himself.

My statement Enough saitl (Irish
Political Review 2017 May) was merely
to express the view that the archival evi
ence | had revealed did notrequire elabg

re Nagasaki as the moral turning point for And how was it that America that
s Western civilisation because it has acceptwanted no more entanglement with the
ed that destruction and has not repentedold world" and its wars, yet got itself
forit. He then traces the further destructionparticipating in thedld world’ wars, i.e.,

of Western civilisation to the dominant European wars? It was persuaded by
d- influence of American culturea trend  England to do so, to help it 'win' the two
rawhich accelerated after the Hiroshima world wars it initiated in 1914 and 1939.

tion and spoke for itself. It showed that the Nagasaki bombing and US dominance of|t was these wars that resulted in the

photographic facsimileeferred to arepro-
duction of handwritten matter as oppos
to a typescript as Hyde had alleged.

PHOTOGRAPHS MADE & SHOWN

In his letter of April last Hyde states i
relation to UK 1950s official documen
HO 144/23481 that itimplied;The same
document also confirms that th
photographs made & shown were also
typescript materials"(Irish Political
Review April 2017) But, this means tha
the same materials (i.e. sources or r
material) went into both the typescrip
and the photographic reproductions.
does notimply the typescripts were meré
photographed.

If that were the case the warthterials
would be redundant in the sentence.

Rather, it implies that the typescrip
and photographic images were related

the same original material. The typescripts and its origin as the basis for England’s

naturally provided the text. The phot
graphic reproductions provided views

Europe. But this analysis is only half the destruction of Europe, quite literally, and
bd story. what can be called Western Civilisation.
After the Second World War, America
ed the vacuum created by this wanton
destruction of Europe initiated by England

Where did America and its morality il
come from? As everybody knows, it was !
from England. America was and remains. ) .

an exuberant fling of its balance of

essentially a WASP country, whatever n rateayt dSE i Ameri
the colour, religious beliefs or ethnic origin powerstrategy towards Europe. ffAamerica
of its leaders. had notfilled the power vacuumin Europe,

An essential part, an integral part of its Russiawould have done so because, as we

identity, its act of creation, was the wiping all know, nature abhors a vacuum.
out of the indigenous people of America.
AwThat took centuries and the process wa
s fully democratic in that all, except the vic-

It tims, actually participated in the massacre
bly —coldly and calculatingly carried out over

that period. That was how the English
colony was created and was simply given

a more extensive dimension byAmericand truction. d texplainth |
s independence. (For the moment, we will estruc ',On' oesnotexpianthereal cause.
England’s role does not enter his vision. It

toignore the centuries of slavery, its morality, is a blank for him but his way of describing

the situation is likeHamletwithout the
Prince. Civilisations do not simply decline

—

e
of

Desmond sees their commonality in
%eing an alternative to European
civilisation but who is to blame for this
situation? The State that initiated both
world wars—England—is the obvious
answer but Desmond, while describing
quite well the consequences of this

- industrial development facilitated by the
bf 'Glorious Revolution:

corresponding handwritten pages.

of their own accord—they are destroyed.

Ireland was given a front row seat in
19

By comparison, the nuclear obliteration
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that destruction through the career of Rogerdestroy himbody and souby the people|

Casement who pointed out that Europeanhe knew were responsible.

civilisation would be destroyed if England

'won' WWI. He was proved right. He was one of them for a while. See the
Casement pointed it out as it happenedforthcoming publication by Athol books,

—infactbefore ithappened—he predicted "England’s care for the truth—by onp

it. That is why he remains the most who knows both a quotation from

profound thinker, and actor, regarding Casement himself.

WW | and why there was an attempt to Jack Lane

that it was"more a statement of intent
than it was a legally enforceable thing"
This statementwhich undoubtedly reflect-
ed the actual strategy of the British Govern-
ment—get to Phase 2 where a trade deal
can be negotiated and use the divorce
payment and the other previously agreed
matters as bargaining chips—nonetheless
constituted a blunder on the British side.

December Brexit Summary

My coverage of the negotiations in the
Decembelrish Political Revievzonclud-
ed on the pointthat the Government would
have beenill advised to follow Alan Shat-
ter's advice by giving way to the British so
asto allow the talks to progress to Phase 2
In the event, the Government held to its
position that there should be'regulatory
divergencebetween the two parts of Ire-
land as a result of Brexit. As the date for a
critical meeting between Theresa May

and Jean Claude Junker scheduled for

Monday December 4th came close, UK
negotiators formulatedegulatory align
ment'as a position they could live with.
This met the approval of the Irish Govern-

ment and the Barnier Task Force and the
scene was set for a historic breakthrough.

Then, sometime in the late morning of the
Monday, DUP leader Arlene Foster
phoned Mrs. May in Brussels to state that
her party could not agree to a deal that
would place a customs barrier between
Northern Ireland and Britain.

Itis difficult to disagree with the follow-
ing verdict on the Government's handling
of the matter delivered by Stephen Collins
writing in thelrish Timesf 7th December:

"The way Tanaiste Simon Coveney

jumped the gun with a premature radio
interview on Monday morning and the

subsequent mood music suggesting that

the Irish side had got what it wanted,

even before Theresa May met Jean Claude

Juncker, was tempting fate" (Stephen
Collins, IT 7 Dec. '17).

DEAL FINALLY AGREED

Whatever about that. a new formula of
words was agreed during the night of 7th/
8th December and announced the follow-
ing morning. Inthe document arising from
the deal Unionist concerns were addresse
in the following paragraph:

"The United Kingdom continues to

respect and support fully Northern
Ireland's position as an integral part of

RESPONSETO DAVIS INTERVIEW
Davis attempted to minimise the
damage that his remarks had created by
stating on LBC radio the following day
that his words had been "misinterpreted
and twisted; but it was too late. Hifaux
preserving the integrity of its internal Paswas reported as causing consternation
market and Northern Ireland's place in Dublin and anger in Brussels. On the
within it, as the United Kingdom leaves Tuesday (12 Dec) Davis's original claim
the European Union's Internal Market \yas said by European Parliament Brexit
and Customs Union. Coordinator Guy Verhofstadt to have
damaged trust and caused a hardening of
the EU position. Michel Barnier addressing
the European Parliament on the Wed-
nesday stated:

"We will not accept any going back on
this joint report. This progress has been
agreed and will be rapidly translated into
awithdrawal accord thatis legally binding
in all three areas and on some others that
remain to be negotiated."

" On the Irish Border the key paragraph
reads:

"Inthe absence of agreed solutions, the
United Kingdom will maintain full
alignment with those rules of the Internal
Market and the Customs Union which,
now or in the future, support North-South
co-operation, the all-island economy and
the protection of the 1998 Agreement.”

Apart from the Irish issues, the other

important terms of the agreement are Davis stated in response that that deal

should be swiftly translated into a legal

accord. Ata meeting of the General Affairs

- EU citizens in the UK and UK citizens in Council, the Fo_re|gn Ministers of the_
the rest of the EU have the right to stay. member states, in advanc_e of the Summit
Rights of their children and those of 0f 14 and 15December, Simon Coveney's
partners in existing 'durable relation- view thatthere could be no backsliding by
ships' are also guaranteed. the UK was unanimously supported.

- UK courts will preside over enforcing  On the Friday (15 December) the Euro-
Canrefor unclear cases to the EuropearP°a Council formally agreed that the
court of justice for eight years after Process can move to_the second phase.
withdrawal. The negotiating guidelines for the second

Money phase that were also agreed, state that the

- There is no figure on how much the UK negotiations will continuéas long as all
is expected to pay, but the document commitments undertaken inthe first phase

sets out how the bill will be calculated— are respected in full and translated
expected to be about £50 billion. faithfully into legal terms”
- The UK agrees to continue to pay into the
EU budget as normal in 2019 and 2020.
- It also agrees to pay its liabilities such as
pension contributions."
(Irish Times, 8 Dec)

described in the following summary:

"EU citizens

DeveELOPMENTS AT WESTMINSTER

Two developments have occurred
regarding the passage of the EU With
drawal Bill through Westminster. The

The deal had the merit of being all Governmentwas defeated on the question
things to all men and having a text that all of whether Parliament will be able to vote
the diverse parties—the Irish Government, on the final withdrawal agreement. This
the Barnier Task Force, the various Tory means that a separate Statute will be debat-

dactions and the DUP—could sign up to. ed and possibly amended at Westminster

However it contained no proposals as towhen awithdrawal agreementis concluded
how the Border is to be kept invisible. In with Brussels. The second developmentis
any case the atmosphere of harmonythat a compromise amendment regarding
created by the deal lasted all of two days.the date of Brexit has been agreed. The

the United Kingdom, consistent with the Brexit Secretary David Davis stated on amendmentallows for the date to be written
principle of consent ...The United theAndrew Marr ShownBBCtelevision into the Bill while "exit day" can be
Kingdom also recalls its commitment to on the Sunday after the deal was agreedhanged with the approval of Parliament.



Both amendments testify to the weak posi-
tion of the May Government.

Three changes in personnel have been
implemented in the UK Government.
Michael Fallon resigned as a result of
sexual harassmentissues and was replaced
by the relatively inexperienced Gavin
Williamson, a close advisor of Mrs May.
Priti Patel was forced to resign for failing
to fully report dealings she had with the
Israeli Government. She was replaced by
Penny Mordaunt, like Ms Patel a pro- In a previous article | described a
Brexit MP. At the time of writing it is tendency in the Irish political class to
unclear who will replace Damien Green interfere in the internal British debate on
who also resigned because of sexual harasBrexit as"fishing in troubled waters"
sment accusations. Green is described a€learly British observers can spot that
having been a close ally of Prime Minister game a mile away and they don't like it.
May. The pattern of the changes is thatlrish Anglophiles who feel betrayed by
they maintain the balance inside the Cabi-the Brexiteers and who are using their
net between hard and soft Brexiteers butinfluence to thwart Brexit any way they
the loss of Damien Green may further can, pose a threat to the possibility of a
weaken the UK Government. healthy relationship between Ireland and
Britain based on the mutual respect of
neighbouring sovereign States.

British government to butt out of Irish
affairs. 'Hands off Ireland!’, the placards
said on our long, lonely marches round
Westminster.

Now | find myself in the weird position
of pleading with Ireland to stop meddling
in British affairs.

'Hands off Brexit!", | want to say to the
Dublin political set that has let itself be
used as leverage by the EU in its war
against the British vote for Leaveltigh
Times 8 Dec).

ENGLISH CRITICISM OF
IRISH INTERFERENCE
During the high drama of the December
developments there were many comment- HISTORICAL SYMPOSIUM
aries, some of them interesting. Tisish An important side story of the final
Timesarticles from English commentators Brussels deal was that Taoiseach Leo
touching on the same aspect of the Anglo-Varadkar chose to directly address North-
Irish relationship are worth noting. The ern nationalists in a speech he made on
first was by Paul Goodman, editor of Friday December 8th. He salto Irish
Conservative Homethe second by Governmentwill ever again leave North
Brendan O'Neill editor of the Left libert- ern nationalists and Northern Ireland
arian publication,Spiked Goodman behind" It was decidedly strange, given
lamented the deterioration in the Anglo- the anti-nationalist narrative that has
Irish relationship and admitted a failure of prevailedinthe South overrecentdecades,
interest in Irish affairs on the British side. tohearaTaoiseach, the leader of a contem-
But he also accused the Irish side of aporary Dublin Government, speakin such
failure of imagination which he described terms. In response, a letter was published
as follows: inthelrish Newson December 11th signed
"l suspect that a significant slice of by nearly ZQO in_quentiaI fig_ures in the
opinion in Ireland doesn't really believe Northern nationalistcommunity represent-
that Britain will actually leave at all. ing a wide range of sectors including the
May's government is weak. There is a arts, business, education, health, law,
lively pro-Remain mediain Britain, which  media, sport and academia. The full letter

is well read in Ireland. BrFiEain x"a“ths 2 s reproduced below as it is not readily
transition in any event. Put the three _ .o

together, anditis easy to convince oneself
"OPEN LETTER TO

that Brexitwon'thappen. If Ireland pushes
hard enough at this moment of maximum TAOISEACH LEO VARADKAR
A Thaoisigh, a chara,

MATTER FOR A

vantage, some might think, perhaps

equality and respect for the principle of
equivalence.

In 1998 the overwhelming population
of the country voted in favour of the
Good Friday Agreement.

In recent years we have observed a
concerted undermining of the political
institutions established under the Good
Friday Agreement and a laissez-faire
approach being adopted by the two
governments as co-guarantors of the Good
Friday Agreement.

We believe that the current crisis has
come about fundamentally due to a failure
to both implement & defend the Good
Friday and St Andrew's Agreements.

The result has been a denial and refusal
of equality, rights and respect towards
the section of the community to which
we belong, as well as everyone living
here.

The impending reality of Brexit now
threatens to reinforce partition on this
island and revisit a sense of abandonment
as experienced by our parents and grand-
parents.

The fact that a majority of voters in the
north of Ireland voted to remain within
the EU must not be ignored.

Against the stated will of a majority of
voters in the north, and notwithstanding
recent announcements, Brexit pushes us
all into unchartered territory, with huge
uncertainty for business and the economy,
and continuing doubts about what this
willmeanin reality for Irish and European
citizens living in this region.

We, our children and grandchildren
should not be forced out of the EU against
our democratic will.

All of this is offensive and unacceptable
to us and many others.

Despite the British government's co-
equal and internationally binding respon-
sibility for overseeing the Peace Process
with the Irish government, we have no
confidence in its commitment to do so
with impartiality or objectivity.

This is most recently instanced in the
British Government's refusal to move on
legacy inquest rights. The Conservative
Party's political pact with the DUP has
now become a grave threat to political
progress.

We appeal urgently to you taoiseach,
and to the Irish government, to reassure
us of your commitment to stand for
equality and a humanrights based society

Britain will at least give up on leaving the
customs union"Ifish Times 2 Dec).

Goodman's case was that both major
British parties supported Brexit, that if the
talks were blocked from moving to Phase
2, the Tories will opt for the No Deal
option, and in those circumstances Brexit
would lead to an extremely hard Border
and a disastrous outcome for Irish trade.

Brendan O'Neill's is a voice from a
very different quarter of British political
life. The opening of his article runs:

"I spent much of my youth asking the

WE are writing this letter to you as
Irish citizens living in the north of Ireland
to express our frustration and growing
concern over the deepening nature of the

ongoing political crises in the north. Varadkar' hat
We are committed to human rights and aradkars response was somewna

cherish our Irish cultural traditions and Underwhelming. A spokesman for the

our Irish national identity, as do hundreds Taoiseach stated that Varadkhopes to

of thousands of others living in this part soon see the restoration of the Northern

of our country. Ireland Executive and the North South
We value equality for all citizens yet \jinisterial Council, as the institutions

continue to be denied rights afforded to will be a vital voice as we move forward

all others living on these islands. . :
We fully endorse the recent call from into phase two of the Brexit talksThe

human rights groups and others on this SPOkesman emphasised the importance of
island for no regression on rights and the Good Friday Agreement and quoted
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and your determination to secure and
protect the rights of all citizens in the
north of Ireland.”
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an extract from the original speech
follows:

"I want to assure you that we haye
protected your interests throughout thejse

negotiations. Your birth right as Iris
citizens, and therefore as EU citizen
will be protected. There will be no har
border on our island.”

The organisation of the letter reflectq
a major effort on the part of those wH
signed it. At the least the exchange wi
the Taoiseach underlined the need

s Book Reviews : The Belfast Jacobin Samuel Neilson And The United Irishmen by
Kenneth L. Dawson (Irish Academic Press, Paperback ©22.99 pbk)

Sunningdale: The Search For Peace In Northern Ireland by Noel Dorr
(Royal Irish Academy, a30)

n

j Samuel Neilson: Rebel And Unionist

d The 1790s Belfast newspapéfhe  Revolution, itconsisted largely of extracts
o Northern Staywas the life-work of Samuel  from theNorthern Star

th Neilson. | read it in Belfast during the

or1970s and it was through reading it that | Neilson's generation in Belfast should

Dublin to be more proactive regarding t
North. But the story didn't end there.
was brought to the floor of the Dail wh
Fianna Fail Leader Micheal Martininfor
ed Varadkar that he found the referenc
Irish Governments leaving Norther
nationalists behind in the pdsffensive"
A report stated:

"The Fianna Féil leader said he did n|
believe anyone could look atthe enorm
political commitment different Irish
governments had made to Northern |
land from the Anglo-Irish Agreement t
the Belfast Agreement and say that th

were leaving anybody behind” (IT, 1
Dec).

Varadkar replied to the effect that jt

was a misunderstanding, that he had b
making a historical point referring to th
fact that Ireland was forced to acc
partition in the 1920s. As the Fianna F
Leader continued to accuse his oppos

number of partisanship, the Taoiseachfor_ -

replied that the subject wésatter for a
historical symposium"The entire Dail
exchange provided another indication

onthe revisionist mindsetin Dublin. Whil
Leo Varadkar is at least attempting
grapple with the challenge of Brexi

Micheal Martin is emerging as the arch
defender of pre-Brexit revisionist thinking.

In conclusion. much has happenedd

of having had a guide to Neilson's world.

how Brexitis having a disconcerting effeft Through reading thdlorthern Staras a

P
fo Letter, which began as its companion and

ir-
ing December under the Brexit heading,
so much that it is not easy to summarig
At the end of a hectic month it must e
conceded that the uncertainty is as great

e gotmy bearings on the United Irish move- be described as bourgeois rather than

it ment. If Kenneth Dawson's book had middle class. It did not hold a middle
n been published then, | would have found position in a class hierarchy between an
_ it very useful indeed. aristocracy and the mass of the people.
to There was an aristocrat, Chichester. The

It would have told me who was who .
and what was what. But nothing like that nominal borough of Belfast was created
) for his family in the 17th century so that it

existed then, so | had to get my bearings__. . .
from within. reading the paper dav by da might send two members to an aristocratic
' 9 pap y vy day Irish Parliament. The Parliament was not

t —or twice weekly, its publication dates— ! .
2 only aristocratic but was also Protestant.
sfor news and opinion, as one read a contem-,

orary newspaper in the davs beforeAnd itwas not only Protestant, but belong-
_porary pap ys o ed to the State Protestantism, the Church
wireless and the Internet, and letting a

. . : : of England.
plctL_Jre Of. its world b.u"d up ih your h_e_ad. The Borough of Belfast was not the
| imagine that this way of acquiring LT
i . ; municipal institution of the town of Belfast.
knowledge is basically different from a

) d X There was no town of Belfast at the time
process of study, in which one is taught, or o
from academic research. in which one and, when a town developed, it did not get

RBinds what one is told to look for. | am not official municipal status until the 19th

certain, because | have never studied and entury.
thave never engaged in academic research
"' but | do know thatin Professor Fitzpatrick's ¢
"&0rid one found what he told you to look
or else!

e

' Dawson's book is not very much about
he Star. It is after all a biography of the
man, and the man was a revolutionary
conspirator as well as a publisher. And yet
Neilson was nowhere near as successful a
military conspirator as he was a publisher.
The military conspiracy failed. It was
heavily shredded by the time the moment
for action arrived—and in that moment it
can hardly be said that it really tried to act.
It was shredded by spies. Spies are

But | do not, in retrospect, regret not

newspaper, and also ttgelfast News

' became its enemy, | know what Belfast

was in that generation. thick on the pages of Dawson's book. It

And | also know something about the \,,1d have been useful if he had listed
French Revolution, because Belfast lived them in an Appendix with a note on the

every phase of that Revolution almost as;.cumstances of each.
ifitwas atownin France. When | published
€-a book on the bicentenary of the French Why were there so many spies? And

ever; the possibility of Blo Dealcollapse

remains, and the aspirations of the tw

negotiating sides seem as incompatible
ever.

What can be said is that the Barnie
Task Force continues to have the upp
hand but that could change if the wil

emanating from the EU-27 should weake

Froman Irish perspective the Governmenty|q\ys after Brexit or there will Beinavoid-
position of reiterating that there can be np ap|e long-term consequencést'growth,

hard Border seems like promising
definite outcome from an uncertai
process.

Dave Alvey

S Report on investing in the future of Europe ¢n
29th November that thé&big risk” in
OLinking Ireland To relation to Brexit was that it woutdhange
pS . Ireland’s trade routes" adding—New
EurOpe after Brexit ports and airports and other infrastructufe
A European Investment Bank official connections will be needed [o
I'has called for increased infrastructureaccommodate this..."(IT 30.11.17).
erspending to counter the effect of Brexit. Meanwhile Breandan Keating, the
Ireland must urgently invest in capital Chief Executive of the Port of Cork, has
"infrastructure to deal with changes to tradesaid that the port is seeking to develop a
relationship with Northern Spanish apd
Western French ports to offset loss of the

said Andrew McDowell, the Vice-President British route to the Continent. Howevér,
of the European Investment Bank and ano firm plans could be made until the
former senior economic adviser to Taoi- nature of the British Border with Europe
seach Enda Kenny. He told a conferencébecame clearer (s&ve. Echat.12.17).




why did some of them become spies afterinside. Ten years later the United Irish chose notto conduct its own Government,
being authentic, and others try to becomemovement exerted popular pressure onbutto be governed by the British Govern-
authentic after being spies? the Parliament from the outside—for the ment, and to that extent it was not a State.
same purpose. The reason why it chose this arrangement
| assumed that the reason there were so . . TR : .
: . ; The Irish Parliament was an institution is obvious. It was determined to refuse to
many spies was of a kind with the reason : . ; . . .
; .~ _of the Anglican aristocracy in Ireland. It establish any representative connection
that the conspiracy that was kept going " D . .
: was "Patriotic” in the sense that it protestedbetween the great mass of the population
until 1798 then went off at half-cock. . oo . . .
Lo against subordination to the English ofthe country anditself. Itwasto continue
The Government criminalised a very : : . . .
. . Parliament which, guided by English to legislate as a Protestant Ascendancy—
widespread Reform movement in 1793. L . . .
. .. commercial interest, curbed economic an Anglican Ascendancy—and it was
There was a stubborn streak in the spiritual . . s . .
I developments in the Irish colony that prudent to maintain English Executive
(Biblicalist) make-up of the Reformers . . : . . : .
conflicted with English business interests. power as a shield against the populace.

Wh'Ch led them to pursue what they con- In 1782 the Colonial Irish Volunteers,  The dynamic of representative govern-
sidered a good and necessary end by

conspiracy. But the Government was noorganised for def_ence against the Frenchment, with its_ind_ucemen_ts to opportunist
less stubborn and it manoeuvred them intoallles of the_rebelho_us Americans, backed accommoda_tlon in pursun of power, could
a comer in which, if they acted, it wound the a_ssertlor_l of md_ependt_ance b_y _thenot operate in such circumstances.
not be for what th'ey had sougr’n C_olomal Pa_rllament m_Dub_Iln. Br|_ta|n o
' did not see its way to disputing the issue. The Colony, during its 18 years as the

And so "Ireland" became independent.independent Protestant Irish nation,
of Wexford, and the word Scullabogue But the Parliament held firm against behaved with the recklessness thatits lack
does not appear in his Index. Volunteer pressure for internal reform, of governmental responsibility made

Back around 1970, when | tried to and the Volunteers backed down. In possible. The Government saved it in the
figure out the United Irish North from Belfast, however, Volunteering activity Summer of 1798, and in the Autumn set
history books, the Scullabogue incident in Was kept up and the United Irish movementabout abolishing it.

Wexford was treated as the reason for thef€veloped out of it in the early 1790s.

half-hearted character of the rebellion in There was some communicqtion b_et—
the North. Scullabogue showed what In 1793 the popular reform movement ween the Government and United Irish

Papists were made of and the UlstermenVaS made illegal by the Irish Parliament and leaders before the Union Bill was publish-
backed away. | knew so little that this the Irish, the Catholics, were admitted to theed. There was an outcry from the Parlia-
made sense to me, and | believe | put it inParliamentary franchise (but continued to mentarians of the Ascendancy that the
some pamphletatthe time. But, after | hagP€ banned from sitting as representatives).Government, a moment after defeating
read theNorthern Starit seemed obvious The Catholic reform was enacted underthe United Irish rebellion, had adopted its
to me that the reason the United Irish Pressure from the English Government— programme. And that was true enough.
movement in Antrim and Down did little @nd it was of no effect for lack of an Irish The British Constitution was to be estab-
more than token rebellion in 1798 was elect|on: . ) l'Shed, In Ire_Iand.. .
that what it had committed itself toin the  TnelrishParliamentwasanindependent Neilson, in prison, welcomed the Bill.
early 1790s was not something that coulgLedislature, but the Irish Governmentvyas Neilson in prison had some communi-
possibly have been achieved by rebellion0t @ Government drawn from the Irish o0 i the notorious Lord Castlereagh.
against the Crown in 1798. Legislature and responsible to it The Irish He and Castlereagh had a common source.

; i _ Governmentwas the English Governr‘nem'CastIerea h, as Stewart, had been an Ulster
Whatitwanted was the British Constitu- The independent Irish Legislature chose \an, '
reformer in the early 1790s. The Stewarts

tion to be made functional in Ireland. It not to conduct its own Government. It b Anali d Id sit i
wanted representative government undetagisated for a county which 1 di not DECATIE Anglicans and could sit in
the Crown. Itsoughtthis through areform govern. And, looking at it from the other : didate inth Dg Election|
ofthe Irish Parliament. Itwas not national- side, England had to govern a country for E?gu arcan tl dabe Iré Ife towrll] f?(f:]l%n In
ist in any other sense than that it wantedwhich it could not legislate. This was an | ,t.suppfo_tr ed by T(; a;:t, W |tc b adno
the Protestant Colonial Parliament, set upabsurd division of the powers of State. ﬁec d'°” do 'SOW.n't et. ‘?W?rrls Befif"‘”r:e
in'the garly 1690s, on the basi§ of the And it was "the connection with England" i n?g rec;rt] e\r(r(;)/hr?rlss(t)gvrvzlrf Iga” e?j C;I\;?I o
Williamite Conquest, to broaden its base which Wolfe Tone declared to be the source ht dtg be a talented pofitici
by a franchise reform, and to begin to of Ireland's ills. reagn, proved to be a talented poliician
establish hegemony over the native Irish ‘,\i/lr_‘d, zvaspftct’”n‘:] vc;ry uslfefuldby Pn;”ne
majority instead of just dominating itby  was Ireland a State from 1782 to 1800, nall?tlja?revc;hjti\gn?rorlnmrse?orr?:i]n e\r/\</vrt]ain t:
military power. . or was it not a State? Tory Conservative gwWhig

In effect, it wanted the aristocracy of  From 1692 until 1780 the position was Cyastlerea h saw that the Ascendanc
the Williamite Colony to develop Ireland clear. Ireland was a conquered country,_ X 9 tbesta futile affair. Wh Y
into a British nation under the Crown by under the British State, and within it, 3!‘ |amt<_an V;/ﬁsa €S gllIJ Iheat ?’(Ijr'.t th (in
gradually incorporating the broken Irish administered by a colonial regime with ﬁs;;%za :;ng denetlrerI];r:jw;éo(ra\I OaPIrovigce
society into the Colonial body politic.  |imited powers of legislature conferred on ep y :

of Britain and could never be anything

it by Westminster, but always subject to .
more. It was an accurate summing-up of

Th_at was Grattan S purpose gfter he ledyestminster veto. Its Parliament legis- Lo .
the Irish Parliamentto assertits independ- . by permission the situation, seeing that the Ireland that

ence of the British Parliament in 1782, could be something more was not yet in
availing of the opportunity presented by  In 1782 the Irish Parliament became anbusiness, and the possibility of it was not
Britain's difficulties in America. Grattan independentLegislature, and tothat extentyet even suspected—though it asserted its
failed to persuade the Parliament from theit took on the character of a State. But it existence quickly, once the stifling influ-
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Dawson makes only passing mention
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ence of the Irish Parliament was removed.years—took it for granted that the Union ening rebellion against it in defence of
was the framework of political action.  civilisation. | have never seen that very
vigorous pamphlet literature, defending
the aristocratic Protestant Irish state,
referred to in any of the great multitudes
of histories published since 1970. And |

After 1801 the Irish in Ireland asserted
themselvesinthe form of Cox's Magazine, TheNorthern Whigupported Catholic
the great Veto Dispute, and O'Connell's Emancipation. But when O'Connell tried
transformation under these influences fromto switch the movement from Emanci-
an English utilitarian into a nationalist of pation to Repeal of the Union, théhig have come across what | took to be signs
the actual Irish. The Ulster Plantation, refused to follow. When O'Connell pres- fye h j

. : . . X ry rough treatment meted out to Protest
having evolved into a coherent bourgeoissed the matter there was a bitter d'SpUteantgentryduring the years after the Union
society that was taking off into industrial between him_ gnd_the Ulster reformgr_s. I in order to encourage them to forget that
capltallsmz quickly felt at home under the & date of origin is sought for Partition, they had lost their very own Irish Protestant
Union, as it had never felt at home underother then the Government Of lreland state, and oblige them to be unconditionally
the Aglican Irish Parliament. And the Bill, it is O'Connell's rupture with the onal’in future to the British Protestant
Anglican colony, that won its inde- Belfast radicals in 1831. state which had taken their state from
pendence in the moment of England's them
difficulty but refused to become the first ~ (About Scullabogue: | never took any '
national state in the Empire, began itsinterestinit. | could not see any incident
slow, bitter process of withering under the that happened in the chaos of the Wexford
growing pressure of the populace with rebellion, provoked by the Orange Militia
which it refused to make an accommod- as an arm of the Irish Parliament, as bein
ation, and slowly returned home. of any historical significance.

That is the empiricism of the matter. It  On the other side, O'Connell criticised made an agreement with the Government
is how | experienced developments in the Northern United Irish for leading the iving it a veto on the appointment to
Ireland from 1781 to 1831 whenfollowing Catholics up the garden path, encour::xginggishoIoriCS of priests whom it considered
through what happened in each of thethem to rebel only to abandon them. Idisloyal Walter Cox. with hidrish
major social components in the country could see grounds for that accusation.MagaZir']e led off a greét Dublin middle
during that half-century. The experience— And | found, in some discussions around class campaign against the Veto, which
or those experiences—does not accordhe launching of a Thomas Ledlie Birch rumbled on for many years, and (’)bliged
with an intellectual scheme of history pamphlet in Saintfield Library about ten the Hierarch . ’

- . y to disown the Agreement,
constructed very much later, with litle years ago, that that view of the matterhadresultingwith unconditional Emancipation
regard for what was actually going on in not disappeared. twenty years later
Protestant Ulster, or Catholic Ireland, or | took the reality to be that there were '
among Anglicans, and then rolled back- two substantial societies of very different Contemporary historians know how to
wards over those developments, concealkinds, which felt their way towards a deal with awkward historical facts. They
ing them from consideration inthe present, tactical alliance in the early 1790s. But ignorethem. They alsoignore the c'urrently
but not removing them as determinants oftheir association could only be marginal. relevant fa.ct that. when Westminster
action in the present. And what the Presbyterians settled for Partitioned the cou,ntryin 1921 itinsisted

was not open to the Catholics to settle for'that the part remaining withi|:1 the UK

In 1970 there was considerable discus- _ state should be exclude from the
sion in Belfast about th&ransformation The French Revolution was also ademocraticpoliticalIifeofthestate What
Problem—ie, the transformation of the source of misunderstanding. Thethe UIsterPresbyteriancommunity'gained
high-minded Presbyterian United Irish Presbyterians, immersed in it, took it thatfrom United Irish activity in 1801 was
nationalists into reactionary Unionists— with the Civil Constitution of the Clergy it whisked away from itin the imposition of
with Unionism being conceived as had subverted the Catholic Church. BUtdevqutionin 1921 A case could be made
something akin to Fascism. It was athe Catholics could find inspiration in that it was thrown. back into something
hopeless problem without a solution, events in France without becoming Prot-"ke its pre-Union position
because it was not an actual problem. estant to the slightest extent. :

Walter Cox demonstrated only a few

What the Presbyterians found in the year later that it was possible to be a
Union was what the Irish Parliament had Jacobin Jacobite.)
denied them: the British Constitution. * A Dip|0mat's Take

The incorporation of the Irish Parli-  The Act of Union destroyed the State
ament into the British had been soughtapparatus of the Protestant Ascendancyﬂ)n The North!
long before the 1790s, and had beenless than 20 years after it had declared its The subject of Noel Dorr's book is
refused. When it was offered, it was independence of the British Parliament, Unionist Ulster half a century after it had
welcomed. William Drennan, a theorist and opened the way for the developmentbeen perverted into Northern Ireland by
of the movement, who had moved to of the other social forces on the island. the UK Parliament, and nationalist Ireland
Dublin and had not laboured in the heat of The Irish Parliament abolished itself after had formed a state in the 26 Counties
the day, came closest to being an Irisha two year struggle with the Government, which asserted a right of national
nationalist, butwhen he returned to Belfastthe British Government. During those sovereignty over the Six Counties.
after the Union and published tBelfast  two years dozens of Ascendancy pamph- | proposed in 1969, immediately after
Magazinehe could only be a Unionist. lets were published in Dublin, fiercely the August events, thatthe Southern state
And his protege, F.D. Finlay, who in the condemning the Union proposal, predict- should recognise the Ulster Unionist com-
1820s launched thélorthernWhig ing thatit would lead to an independencemunity as a distinct national community
newspaper—that lasted for over a hundredmovement of the natives, and even threatthat had evolved from the Ulster Plantation

Another serious event following the
Unionthat has been dropped from recorded
history is the great dispute amongst
Ycatholics on the appointment of Bishops,

the Veto Controversy. The Hierarchy

1992. €6, £5



and try to establish civil relations with it from "the wilder shores of Unionism"  withgovernment of the state, which elicits
on that basis. The Ulster Unionists were the consent of the populace to the actions
still a considerable majority of the  Provocativelly undemocratic govern- of the State. These parties do not only
population of the North then, and there ment in the North fed the War. Dublin reflect opinion in the populace, gather it
was no realistic prospect of enough of condemnedthe War butitgreatly preferredup in bundles, and directit on the practical-
them being won to the Anti-Partitionist that undemocratic system of Northern ities of government, they also influence
policy for the achieving of unity by government to any bringing of the very very largely the formation of the opinions
consent. Unification by force was out of effective British system of democratic which they represent.
the question for lack of the required force, party politics to bear on the Catholic/
and it was beginning to be muttered thatProtestant conflict in the North. Functional democracy does not reflect
unification by conquest would be wrong | can only suppose that the reckoning much on itself. It just ticks over. British
as well as being impossible. was that the undemocratic system in thedemocracy is highly functional. But its

It did not seem sensible to me to keepNorth aggravated Catholic/Protestant literary middle class was jolted into thought
up a continuous propaganda which nursedrelations and prevented the region from lastyear whenthe American populace by-
a grudge against the Ulster Unionists for settling down as partof the British politics. Passed the party system and elected a
not being Irish in the way that we were, (T.K. Whitakerwas afundamentalist Anti- Maverick President of the World, bringing
while having no remedy to propose other Partitionist, though he has somehow raw, unprocessed opinion from the street
than that they should admit that they wereacquired the reputation of being somethinginto the White House. As a consequence,
wrong. And also | could see that they quite different. He was Lynch's adviser at English liberal opinion is now acutely
were made of very durable stuff thatwould the time, and one of his concerns was thagware of itself as an elite, and sees
only become more durable if put under the Northern Catholics might come to democracy as a system of elites.
severe pressure. realise that the Catholics were much better

off in the British welfare state (which was

The Taoiseach, Jack Lynch, rejected established in the North, even though the
my 'two nations' proposal at a Fianna Fail politics that created it were excluded)
Ard Fheiswithin weeks of it being made. thantheywould beina United Ireland. He

North/Southrapprochementon the need not have worried. The Catholics in
basis of the recognition of social realities the North knew very well what the score
was ruled off the agenda as nationalwas in that respect. They were driven to
treason. war by the Northern political system, not

War was declared on Britain in the by the illusions of a Southern Utopia.
Summer of 1970 by the new IRA that was X ) i
forged fromthe Loyalistpogromof August ~ Cause and purpose are not the saméllso had a word with him and let him
1969. Thattoowas condemned by Dublin.thing. Sometimes the cause of action is aund_erstand t_hatth_e State hada purpose for

purpose but that is not necessarily So_tu_rnmgareglon of itselfinto such a strange

Duringthe Winter of 1969/70 I observed And, in the North, the cause was not (Ning as Northern lreland, and that the
the most unlikely people in Belfastbecom- expressed in the purpose the action sefc350" had not gone away. As far as
ing Provos—people who only a few itself. People became RepublicansWh'teha" was concerned it was there to
months earlier had been assuring me thatvholesale in 1969-70 because of the drasti(‘gtay' Whatever was to be done could only
Anti-Partitionism was an obsolete senti- action of the Northern Ireland system on °¢ done within its context. And the fact
ment which had no place in the modernthem in August. They would not have the that|twa_13_clearlyan undemocratlc_enclave
world. Northern Ireland system any longer. But ofthe British stat_ewould be unmentionable

And | could see that it was not Partition the aim they set themselves was a Unite verywhere the influence ofthe State could
that drove them to become soldiers in thelreland. Even John Hume said, after the©ach- And Leinster House was bipartisan
new Army. It was the humiliating system Derry massacre, that it was nanited W_'th Whitehall n this matter—ywth the
of Northern Ireland sub-governmentwhich Ireland or nothing Public thought on all difference that |t_hoped _that \_Nhltehall, at
was excluded from the democratic life of sides confined the options to the semi-S0Me moment in the _mde_ﬂmte future,
the British state. detached Ulster Unionism of Northern Would push the North into its arms and

bribe it for the favour of accepting it.

So | focussed on the indisputable fact Ireland ora L.Jr,],'ted Irgland. Dubhp did it
London did it."Constitutional national

that the Six Counties, when conjuredinto " L
Northern Ireland in 1921, were made into 5™ N the North did it.
an undemocratically-governed region of . . . .
the British state. A political campaign . Constitutional nayonallsm was futile
was launched with the purpose ofgettingIn t_he undem_qcratlc Northern Ireland
the Six Counties back into the democratic V"2t of British democracy. .Th.at
system of the state. Itwas very effectively appeared pretty obvious from inside administration when Lynch made his
conducted by David Morrison and it soon Northern Ireland. inflammatory Anti-Partition speech in
had Dublin lobbying Whitehall againstit. A couple of British politicians saw it. August 1969 and revoked it the following
And Cornelius O'Leary of Cork (joint James Callaghan, the Labour HomeMay by scapegoating a couple of his
author of a number of books with Patrick Secretary, was one of them. It seemed tdMinisters, an Army Officer acting on his
Maume of Cork), who was for a while the me that it suddenly struck him on a visit to instructions, and his Liaison with the
Politics Professor in Queen's Belfast, hadDerry what the source of the trouble was Northern nationalist community. And he
afurious letterinthe Londdrimesagainst  and he blurted it out. Modern Democracy seems to have played a part in Coalition
this monster, Morrison, who had emergedis a system of party politics, connected discussion of whatto do aboutthe Sunning-

25

Callaghan saw that the reason he had to
make an emergency trip to Northern
Ireland was that the region had been
excluded for generations from the essential
democratic institutions that made Britain
(i.e., thé'mainland’) whatitwas. He then
made a weak gesture towards remedying
the situation, but did not persistin the face
of Labour Party hostility. And I'm sure
that what is now calletthe deep state"

Noel Dorr was a very senior Free State
diplomat—excuse the use of Northern
Catholic terminology. He was around the
corridors of power when th8roubles"
erupted inthe North in 1969, and seemsto
have been in the inner circle of the
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dale system of Power-Sharing when it to hope for from the historian. The kind  In the North there are two bodies of
was falling apart in May 1974 because of ~ of harrative | have in mind is necessarily such people. They present themselves as
the duplicity that was written into the  Selective. Itis the story a community yjster Unionists and Irish Nationalists.
Agreement. BerliEfgs?H:t;g;lts'tsaﬁzsih%ntﬁiﬁgﬁgoggteThey know what they are because what
It is not the business of a diplomat to shapéd itand gave ita sense ofa commor€Y think they are is what they are.
blurt out the factual truth about things—  identity. Forthemitis simply'ourhistory’ | have seen historians try to change
only exceptionally skilful diplomats who —butitis actually the result of a selective them by criticising theitnarrative”. But
also command political power could weaving together of aspects and eventsl have never seen a criticism that was not
achieve anything by that method. | have ©Of the past which are seen as havingabout some trivial detail, or did not expose
oftenwondered whether plainfactualtruth ~ Nélped to constitute the community and 5 mistake in the critic's owmarrative”.
can have any actual presence inthe medium \t/(\;hrlc(e:r?] :ﬁ%ﬁi?hittgeecﬁigm;géyimﬁgggiin
of professional diplomatic thought. In | <clfconscious use of 'we™ the first  POIT says thatit is difficult to give an
any caseitis notthe business of adiplomat person plural..." account of what happened at any one
to tell it. pointin Irish history without starting just
Does Dorr mean that there is a true & bit further back to explain how things
But how does a diplomat cope with narrative that is told by historians (or came to be as they areThe subject in
facts when he becomes a historian? Dorrshould be) and a false narrative whichhand is the Northern War, evasively
circles around them cautiously, bringing people tells themselves in constituting eferred to as th&roubles | can see no
to mind the image of the cat and the bowl themselves as a community? reason to go back beyond 1919 for the
of hot porridge.. cause of the War. The Ulster Unionists
But, if it is the false narrative that Weresetupinpoweroverthe Irish Nation-
In order to think coherently about the ¢qnstitutes actual communities, and actual@list community in a political arrangement
North, itis necessary to have some definite;ommunities are the essential subject ofthatseemed so perfectly designed to aggra-
idea of what the social groups are that areyjsiory, where do historians get the true vate the pre-existing antagonism between
locked in conflict within it, and what the ,5/rative from? them, while depriving it of any means of
political structure is into which they are resolution, that it is hard to imagine that
locked. And, assuming that there is a true narra-that was notits purpose. |am quite certain
. . tive that is not constitutive of durable thatthe statesmenwho made that political
Regarding the first: communities, and that it can be got, whatarrangement knew thatits effect could not
"In Ireland, over time, two different s the use of it to actual communities who P€"good government"But | assume that
senses of what | would call ‘community 1,6 constituted themselves as what theyhey did not engage in this mischief-
identity', offering two opposed agendas ., 1y0ans of narratives which historiansmaking just for the hell of it, and that their

for the future, crystallised out of the g .
centuries-long int)e/raction between the (Some of them) hold to be false? On thePurpose inimposiniyorthern Irelancon

two islands. .. whole, people live by what they think they the Six Counties, instead of retaining them
"What do | mean by 'community are. They do not refer to a delusion whenWithin the British political system, had to
identity’> Something more thanreligious they say'we". Or, if one holds that they do with their handling of Ireland as a
difference—though religion can play a do, that means that delusion is what iswhole.
part, and did in Ireland. The broader ,nctional in the human world.
3Z?iﬁzpt | ' arr]r?\;glll?n mg;)%ﬁ tﬂ?at S‘Z?lssi tgf Dorr remarks ofthe utter unsuitability
' g Unalterable things in nature, fixed from Of the "Westminster model’ for devolved

relationship and community thatdevelops =~ . :
among a particular population: asense oftime immemorial, are not the subject of governmentin the Nortf{p376). But he

continuity over time; a sense that they history. History deals with human nature, does not remark on the unsuitability of
have a common history" (11). which is by nature uncertain. Man is born "the North" for devolved government of
free, as Rousseau said. Left strictly toany kind. No other region of the British
Is this not away of sayirfgwo nations"  himself from birth he will, if he survives, State hadit. And no other region of the UK
if one feels that one must not use the termnot become human at all. The cuckooState was so unsuited to having it. No
"nations'? who has never seen another cuckoo grow§ther region had the kind of social division
There are two durable Somethings into be a cuckoo all on his own. Humans, Within it that was the most prominent
the North which have persisted over time however they came about, are entirelything about the Six Counties.
and have never shown any inclination to social beings. Their being lies in thought, There was no Six County demand for
become one. Attempts to fuse themandeventhe mostthoughtlessthinkallthedeV0|Ved government. When the scheme
activate their mutual repulsion. That is time. was introduced in the 1920 Bill, the
the central reality which Dorr tiptoes Unionist leader opposed it, saying that the

around throughout the book, never Language is the medium of human Protestant community had no wish to
S .~ " thought and nobody has ever been born
asserting it clearly, but never denying it,

. govern Catholics. And the Catholic
and always assuming it with a language. ~Languages Were community did not wish to be governed
Butthey assage| hgvé uoted continuesinvented’ Godknows how. The individual by the Orgn e Order ’

P 9 q has to pick up a language in childhood or y 9 '
"a sense that they have a commonnever be able to speak properly. Andthat The two communities were at war with
history. Or, perhaps, it would be more s parely the start of it. each other, not directly but as components
correct to say that they have a shared of the Irish War of Independence, when
narrative about the past, passed on from . . '
generation to generation. People make themselves up in groupsthe devolved system was imposed on them,
"Narrative, in the sense in which | use They invent themselves. They tell and was not given to any other region of
it here, is very different from the more themselves what they are. That is thethe state where it would have been harm-

objective balanced account we are entittedmode of human existence. less. The Ulster Unionists then had to



governthe Nationalistcommunity, wheth- Brian Faulkner agreed to operate the new Neither London nor Dublin nor the
er they liked it or not, as a condition of system with the SDLP (and Alliance). UUP/SDLP took any heed of it. The
retaining“the British connection” The Power-Sharing Executive took Office Strike, organised by a Shop Stewards
in January 1974. The prevailing sentimentgroup calling itself theJlster Workers'
Following Collins'sinvasionofthe North i, the Unionist community was not Council was called in May. The leader of
by the Free State, there was draconianenthysiasm. There was an attitude of ‘waitthe British TUC, acting for the Labour
suppression of the Nationalist elements ingnd see'. The rival Unionist Party opposedGovernment, came to break it with a Back
the Six Counties, which he had encouragede new system but failed to raise any To Work March. He was ignored/ The
into open rebellion, by the forces both of great demonstration against it. It was notSDLP Leader and Deputy Prime Minister,
the British State and of its devolved regime. g pverted by them. WhatdestroyeditwasGerry Fitt, declared that the Strike,
Then, for half a century, what existed was 5 court action against it in Dublin which unauthorised by the TUC, was a Fascist
suppressed warfare masquerading agrought out the duplicity on which it was revolution which must be broken—as if
Constitutional politics. The only issue in pased. unofficial strikes were something unusual
every election was whether the Six Counties in Britain then.
should leave the UK and join the Free  pjqthe Dublin Governmentrecognise,
State. (One could say that every electionpy signing the Sunningdale Agreement, Dublin might have remedied the matter
was a Brexit Election!) that the Six Counties were legitimately by holding a referendum to amend the
The outcome of every election was ynder British sovereignty? If it did, then Constitution. Conor Cruise O'Brien, its
certain because the contention was nofit was in breach of the Constitution under spokesman on the North, said on radio
between political parties but between \yhich it functioned. That Constitution that too much had already been conceded
stable communities. assertedle juresovereignty over the Six to the Unionists. (He pleaded after the
.y . Counties, but deferred enforcement ofevent that only Fianna Fail had the
There was no political ground onwhich - s oereignty for the time being. influence to amend the Constitution as
a party system relevant to the governing - o in Boland, ex-Fianna Fail, took the required.)
of a state might develop because Northermy;p o a1/ abour Coalition to Courtona  As the Strike proved to be effective, the
Ireland—whatever Southem and Othercharge of breaching the Constitution by entire Unionist community was drawn
Professors of recent times might S8 acognising British sovereignty in the into it and paramilitaries claimed
was never a state. All affairs of state, \ o' The Government pleaded in defenceresponsibility forit. Butitwas its effective-
including the welfare state, were dealt y, 1o phrasing of the Agreement wasness as a shop stewards' strike in the first
with by Westminster and came as a giftto g, .1 that it did not actually recognise instance, and the coherent realism of its
Itlhe _North"from the outer space of the g jiiqp, sovereignty by signing it. Allits demands, that brought it about.
mainiand”. ~ All that there was 10 do giha,re meant was that it did not as a At a certain point Faulkner resigned
within the Northern system was continue e ment intend to enforce the sove-and the Secretary of State pulled the plug
by other means the Treatyite invasion of ojo . clause, and that did not prejudiceon the whole system, Power-Sharing,
1922. ‘But that could not continue o right of any future Government to Council of Ireland and all.
indefinitely. War was resumed in 1970. enforce it.
The Court found in favour of the But what was it abouteally??? That
began to be asked after the event. It said
it was about the Council of Ireland in the
This meant that Faulkner's Unionist light of the Dublin Court action which
arty, if it participated with the Dublin reasserted the sovereignty claim that was
overnmentinaCouncil of Ireland, would widely thought to have lapsed. Its demand
e acting witha Governmentwhich assert-was that the establishment of the full
ed sovereignty over it, and denied the Council of Ireland should be deferred, or
legitimacy of the sovereignty underwhich that there should be a Northern Election to
it acted. show that thee was majority support for
Itis difficultfor a politician accustomed the Agreement as clarified by the Dublin
to the fluid British Constitution, which is  Government in its pleading, and by the
whatever Parliament thinks it is from day judgment of the Court.
along formally until it was suspended in to day, to re_Iate to a fixed Constitution. _The Governmgnt's refusal to negotiate
1972. It was restored with alterations in Faulkner seud_ later that he_ knew that thewith the UWC onits de.mar)ds evenwhen,
1974inaccordance witha1973 Agreementggg;hfvztnhdcrl:m Oguf?\aegsgqgathﬁg ;igt a fev_v days into the Strike, it became cI_e ar
known asSunningdale A semblance of , _ _ . that it was effective. And so that question
elected devolved government was estab—AnyhOW he agreed to continue with the of what it wasreally abou_t can never be
lished. There was to be a power-sharingSyStem' answered because whagaidit was about
system monitored by a British Cabinet p prominent advertisement appearedwa_?hngver put .to the test..
Minister in place of the free-standing j ioni ' eimpression leftby itall was that the
= P :19.in the Belfast Unionist papers in March— 10’ o nningdale affair was essentiall
majority-rule system: and the Council of 35 far as | recall it was a paragraph in they,piicit g y
Ireland provided for by the 1920 Act, middle of a whole page—which quoted P oW
which the Ulster Unionists refused to take tpe judgment of the Dublin Court, and | doubt that the reader could get a clear
part in then, was to be established. said that if the Council of Ireland was idea of the course of events from Noel
The Unionist Party had split when proceeded with, without a new Northern Dorr's book, but | think he could get from
Britainin 1972 demolished its 1921 system Election, there would be a General Strike it the feeling that duplicity was at the heart
with the stroke of a pen. The Party led by —a "Constitutional stoppage” of it.

Devolution became general within the
UK in the 1990s. Scottish and Welsh Government.
systems were established. The political
parties that govern the UK state withdrew p
from the Six Counties after establishing G
devolved government there. They did noty
withdraw from Scotland and Wales but
redoubled their activity in them. Did Noel
Dorr not notice this?

The Northern Ireland system was left
to function in accordance with its inherent
logic until it went wild in 1969. It limped
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And that is something. was a strong civil as well a military force.

Dorr also gives an interesting account in Dorr's Index
of discussions behind the scenesin Dublin, :
which show some awareness of what
should be done, but also a fatalistic
acceptance that it could not be done. But
what goes on behind the scenes is of ng
account in critical situations requiring
public action.

He gives a Dublin foreign policy
description of the SDLP as a party which
"rejected violence... but would forfeit
much of their support if they were to
accept an ‘internal settlement'..."in
Northern Ireland. In fact, the SDLP was
itself committed to ending Partition as a
priority. Gerry Fitt wanted to be both a
Labour politician "helping lame dogs over
stiles” and a militant anti-Partitionist.

| put it to him that he should give
priority to one thing or the other but he
refused. Shortly before the August 1969
upheaval he made a strong anti-Partition

comparatively quiescent during the 1974

Republican. And, applying the sameterm,
"paramilitary”, to the IRA and the UDA
etc., does not make them the same thing.
The UDA soon lost all sense of political
purpose and became an adjunct of the
Army and Police of what was, after all, its
state. The IRA quickly became the de
facto armed force of the community that
had no place in the state that held it.

He remarks in passing that "British

And yet there is not a single reference to itgovernments had some experience of deal-
ing, not always very successfully, with
Dorr says that "crucially the drumbeat divided societiesin other parts of the world",
of paramilitary violence on both sides but he does ask why then Britain arranged
continued in Northern Ireland, and, on thatthe "deep-rooted conflict of aspirations
occasion, in the south, where there was @etween two traditions... had been bottled
very high death toll in the Dublin and up in Northern Ireland where it erupted in
Monaghan bombings" (p381). This treats aggravated form" (p375). So we have not
"paramilitary violence" as a unitary thing. been wasting our time!
would not have been made by a Dublin
My recollection is that the IRA was Establishment figure forty years ago.

such a remark

He reaches the remarkable conclusion

Strike. Dublin//Monaghan seems to have 4t it was possibly a good thing that
been a British action and was certainly ”OtSunningdaIe failed:

"The violent conflict had not run its
full course, and its futility had not yet
become evident to those who were engag-
edinit. Republican and loyalist extremists
with diametrically opposed views were
locked into a zero-sum game... Some
might say it follows from this that
Sunningdale was premature—"Ripeness
is all”..." (386).

speech threatening the Government with
the IRA if it did do something in that
direction, and this aroused a great cheer.
There was no IRA worth mentioning then.
When an IRA did spring into being and
went to war, Fitt was very much in two
minds for a while, condemning the
violence on the unbelievable grounds that

it delayed the ending of Partition, whic

was otherwise at hand. Eventually he
resolved himselfinto Fitt the Brit. In1974
he seemed to be living in a wonderland all

his own.

In 1971 he had responded positively

a reform proposal made by premier Brian

Dublin warnings against voting Sinn Fein ~ Well, it was not Loyalists that the IRA
went unheeded—and it was the case thatleclared war on, and made war on. It
a vote for the SDLP was not a vote againstmade war on the State and did no let the
the IRA butwas a vote for a'Constitutional' State re-direct it into a War with the
party that could receive what was gainedProtestants. And the Nationalistcommun-
by the IRA. ity did not only experience futility during
the Long War. The Dublin Establishment

In Chapter 21 Dorr asks whether the is perhaps too far removed from the War
1998 Agreementwas Sunningdale for slowthat gave rise to it—and too dismissive of
learners”, as the Mallon SDLP claimed. it—to appreciate that things of many kinds
He could not say that it was. But neither can happen in the course of a war. The
can he say that it was a deal made betweeRlationalist community developed socially
Whitehall and the IRA, which does not inthe course of the War, and because of it.
appear in his story. He takes the inter-It ripened.
mediary diplomacy to be the substance.

h

to
Brendan Clifford

Faulkner at Stormont. After coming badk

down to West Belfast, he rejected the

proposal. We wondered at the time if th
would happen, and it did. Opinion on tH
ground was strongly Republican and

at

" Keeping up pretence of viable 'peace process'

would not confront it on an issue thIt On the eve of the Israeli General Elec-he replied:"Indeed" (see Binyamin
I tio

might possibly have led tointernal politic
evolution. But it seemed to me to be ve
much of his own volition that he refused
delay the Parliamentary tier of the Coun
of Ireland in order to preserve powe
sharing in 1974.

| remember that the SDLP members pf

the Power-Sharing Belfast Governme
sat with the Dublin Cabinet for a photd
shoot as the future Government of Irela
early in 1974. And an SDLP MP said th
Ulster Unionists would find themselve
trundled into the Republic by Sunningda
whether they liked it or not.

But, if the SDLP only did these thing
to conciliate its electorate, and not becad
it was itself essentially anti-Partitionis

n on 17th March 2015, Prime Minister Netanyahu rules out Palestinian state if

I'Y Binyamin Netanyahu stated unequivocally he wins Guardian, 16 March 2015).
O that, if he were returned to power, a Inthe election, he saw off his political
il Palestinian state would not be establishedrivals and his Likud party was returned
[- (seeNetanyahu: If 'm elected, there willbe no once again as the largest party in the
Palestinian stateHaaretz, 16 March 2015  Knesset (with 30 seats out of 120). This

Any handover to Palestinians of enabled himto continue as Prime Minister
territory on the West Bank occupied by in a new Coalition Government.
Israel since 1967 would, he asserted, On28th August2017,ataneventinthe
threaten Israel's security: Barkan Settlementto celebrate 50 years of
Israeli occupation and colonisation of the

0
Nt

nd

e "l think that anyone who moves to .
. establish a Palestinian state and evacuatd/eSt Bank, thousands cheered Prime
o territory gives territory away to radical Minister Netanyahu as he restated his

Islamist attacks against Israel. The left determination that Israel will hold on to
has buried its head in the sand time ancthe West Bank permanently. Here's an
s after time and ignores this, but we are extract from his speech:

realistic and understand.”
"We are here to stay forever. There

» Asked if that meant there would be no  will be no more uprooting of settlements

that means that Provisional Republicanis

MPalestinian state during his tenure of office, continued on page 30



The Law says that General Elections special human being, a human being who
are to be held so as to elect representativéived and grew and moved in her womb.
Does legislators and ultimately an Executive
|t Government but that is not the way politi- ~ So why do some people want to kill
cians look at an election. Politicians look unborn babies on purpose? Well, it seems
StaCk on a General Election as a path to powerto be mostly because the baby is going to
U p and riches, and theirimmediate supportersget in the way of having a career or other
) fallinto two groups—one of which are the life style choices. Some people want to
idealists who think their candidate will have allthe fun of recreational sex without
S c improve society and the economy, and thethe inconvenience of raising a child. Some
VE THE CONSTITUTION : : H : T
Gerald Howlin, a Public Affairs gther, Iarger', oo, Suppqrtmg acandi-who vyant 0 l 8 baby W|Il_sayt simply
. . . ate who will help them to join the gravy wasn’tthe right timefor various reasons.
Consultant, writes a current affairs article train—such as ambitious young solicitors, There are many reasons for kiling an

for The Irish Examineusually on political : :
rristers, law n n Id-be unborn baby but in general the reasons are
matters, and on 20th December 2017 Iastba sters, law students and would-be y 9

) . utative politicians. self-centered selfishness.
he choose to heap praise on the Dail, théj P

S d and their C . ¥ q There are indeed hard and difficult
eanad and their Committees. He stated: There are, of course, decent politicians decisions to be made in some cases. For

"This Dail with input from Senatorsis  and decent political supporters and they doexample, in the case of an innocent teen-
driving debate and to some degree actuakyy parq to influence things for the good of ager who has beeicaught out"with an
decisions to an unprecedented degree." . people, butit seems to me that the decentinwanted pregnancy: that is the time

He goes on to refer approvingly to the people are at present outnumbered. Andwhen family, friends, and community must
Eight Amendment Committdehis praise  then, there is th#herd instinct"and mobile  rally around and supportthe young mother.
is very much over the top because, in thephones. There was alway¥erd instinct” A pregnancy may be unwanted and it may
eyes of the people i.e. the electorate, whabut it mostly stayed under the surface, to because problems but the baby is after all
the present Dail and Seanad are moswery occasionally awakened attimes of greatone of the family from the time of concep-
noted for is inactivity andpassing the public disturbance, such as when it showedtion. And there is always room for one
baby". There has certainly been a lot of itself in the activities of a Lynch-mob or more family member in an emergency.
talk and controversy in Leinster House some other great spontaneous demonstration.
but it can hardly be callédebate” There  Thatwas before the mobile phone. Nowthat In the past, Ireland could not face up to
have been some mammoth blaming sesalmost everyone has a mobile phone, theunwanted pregnancies and our society i.e.
sions around the Gardai and the Depart-'herd instinct'can be stoked into action by our own fathers, mothers, grandparents
ment of Justice which did not fix the phone apps calling ufflash-mobs! The  and the aunts wanted to hide away the
underlying problems even though headsherd thus can be mobilised by the use ofunwanted pregnancy into the Magdalen
have rolled or, more precisely, that of the shrewd crowd-psychologists. And this is Homes where nuns and social workers
former Minister of Justice Francis Fitz- happening. Mobile phones played a hugetried to do their best on very limited bud-
gerald, TD. Fine Gael. But the problems part in the latest US Presidential Election gets. Has society not progressed at all?
are still there—unresolved. and also in the election of President MacronHas society regressed now to the ruthless
in France and in the pro-Catalan independ-point of solving the unwanted pregnancy
ence demonstrations in Barcelona. Peopleby killing the innocent baby and thus
have been organised and herdedin a directiogovering it all up in a much darker place
desired by asmall well-funded group behind than the Magdalen Laundries ever were?
the scenes.

When a General Election is held, we all
know, in theory, what we are doing in
voting. That’s all right in theory but in
practice what most people will dd'isote
for our team'and they vote for whoever is
on the Ballot Paper attached to that team There is a strong indication that crowd-
i.e. that Political Party. The election is herdingistaking place in Irelandin connec-
very much viewed as a team effort and astion with a campaign to delete Article 40.3 has worked well in practice. Doctors
public entertainmentLet our sidewinis  from the Constitution of Ireland. Article midwifes. fathers and motr{ers knov(/
the desire of most voters almost regardles#10.3 protects the lives of mothers and theirexactlywr;ere they stand underthis Article
of who the candidates are and with scantunborn babies. When a mother is having arhe mother's life will be saved in an.
regard for the conduct of their Party in the baby thatis what she says. She never Say%mergency even if the baby dies and if at
previous Dail. This sort of tribalistic "I am expecting a foetusA baby in the all possible’the baby will be saved. If the
approach to elections has produced thewomb is entitled to feel it is the safest Article was not in the Constitution 'there
ruin of democracy. Politics is treated as aplace to be. And it is. All of us were safe would be no protection under the Cc,mstitu-
sport, it is endlessly discussed, talkedin our mother's womb. When a mother tion for either the mother nor the baby. In
about, written about, theorised about andloses her baby before it is born—it is a hat event. some medical people could do
tweeted about. The principal elected huge misfortune and is called a mis- what they I,iked Think about that! It would
representatives are treated in the media asarriage. It is seriously upsetting for the be chaotic. ' '
celebrities and are spoken of‘players”  mother and indeed the father. You dare
in the political arena. not tell a mother that she aborted her baby, Article 40.3 is not about baby killing. It

Expressions lik¢'he has skin in the unless you want to inflict enormous and is about baby-saving and some people
game"are used. All of which is designed lifelong suffering on her. Farmers hate behind the scenes do not see any money in
to make politics look like Rugby League abortion in their animals—as it is a great Article 40.3: to do away with Article 40.3
or World Cup Soccer. And unfortunately, loss to them—not just in the financial would see Medical Defence Insurance go
that is how many politicians seem to look sense. Human mothers call it a miscarriagesky-high and the lawyers would be in the
at it as well. because to the mother each baby is anoney defending negligent doctors.
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Article 40.3 of the Constitution, which
preserves the lives of mothers and babies
equally, is a very progressive Law and it
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There are a few good politicians in the illegally changed in favour of the banks west of the Jordan rivey'in accordance
Dail and Seanad and there are many whand these changes were, in each casayith the 1999 Likud platform: he knows
are neutral on most things and let us hopadecided on and implemented by fnthat, every so often, he must hold out the
that a majority will vote to leave the individual banker.Letthem be prosecutedprospect of some kind of a Palestinian
Constitution as it is. The money cost of a and jailed if found guilty on the evidencp. state being established.

Referendum mow would be much better
spent building homes for the homeless.

BANKE RS AND OTHERS
Whatis being referred to as tleacker

Thus, when the newly elected President
And by what authority did the Gard@qi Obama pressed himto reopen negotiations

Acting Commissioner decide to pardgn with Palestinians in 2009, he allowed the
all the gardai who falsified drink-drivingg phrase'Palestinian stateto pass his lips
and speeding records? for the first time. In a speech at Bar-llan

Mortgage Scandalis in very fact the
Tracker Mortgage Criminal Fraud. As Surely it is all part of the same pictufe
John McGuinness TD, Fianna Fail Chair inthe present Dail and Seanad, to facilit
of the Oireachtas Finance Committee, baby killing and fraudulent bankers and
quite rightly said, it is time to jail the criminal falsification of Garda records?
guilty bankers. A fraud was perpetrated It just does not stack up!

each time atracker mortgage contract was Michael Stack ©

Universityon 14 June 2009, he said:
"If we receive this guarantee regarding

ate  demilitarization and Israel's security

needs, and if the Palestinians recognize
Israel as the State of the Jewish people,
then we will be ready in a future peace
agreement to reach a solution where a
demilitarized Palestinian state exists

Peace Process

continued

inthe land of Israel... Thisis the inherit-
ance of our ancestors. This is our land.
"Imagine that on these hills were the
forces of radical Islam. Itwould endanger
us, it would endanger you, and it would
endanger the entire Middle East"
(Netanyahu vows he will never evacuate another
settlementTimes of Israel, 28 August 20L7

alongside the Jewish state."

1999 LiKuD PLATFORM . .
This Netanyahu stance isn't surprising, _/ féw months earlier, he had state"d n
since it is consistent with the 1999 Likud NiS election campaign that he would "not

platform @ee https://freedomforward.files. withdraw from one inch” of the occupied

wordpress.com/2011/05/likud-platform.pdf) territories. . . .
which— And when the EU foreign policy chief

, ) .. Federica Mogherini visited Israel in May
(a) rejects the creation of a Palestinian,gq5 he reassured her that a Palestinian

state in the West Bank, and ~ giatewas possible on his watch, even
(b) supports unlimited Jewish colonisation though he had ruled it out a couple of

of the West Bank (referred to as Judeayqnths earlier on the eve of the Knesset

and Samaria by Israel).

A month later, he repeated this unequi-

Here are the relevant points from the

vocal message to cheering crowds at aPlatform:

meeting in the Gudhtzionsettlemengsee
Netanyahu at Settlement Jubilee Ceremony:
There Will Be No More Uprootinglaaretz, 29
September 2017).

a

."The Government of Israel flatly rejects

the establishment of a Palestinian Arab
state west of the Jordan river."

b. "The Jordan Valley and the territories

So, the "peace process" is dead, isn't it?

It is clear from these and similar state-
ments by Prime Minister Netanyahu in
recent years that Israel has no intention of
withdrawing from any of the territory it

that dominate it shall be under Israeli

sovereignty. The Jordan river will be

the permanent eastern border of the
State of Israel."

c. "Jerusalem is the eternal, united capital

elections. He said:

"l want to reiterate my commitment to
peace. We want a peace that would end
the conflict once and for all. My position
hasn't changed. ... | support the vision of
two states for two peoples—a demilitariz-
ed Palestinian state that recognizes the
Jewish state.” Netanyahu to EU's
Mogherini: Still committed to vision of
two statesHaaretz, 20 May 2015)

And so the game continues—
Netanyahu pretendsto believe fitveo-

has occupied since 1967 so thata Palestin- of the State of Israel and only of Israel. state solution"and the EU pretends to

ian state can come into existence. To do

The governmentwillflatly reject Palestin- pelieve him, so that the pretence of a

ian proposals to divide Jerusalem"

so, Netanyahu has said repeatedly wouldOI

threaten the security of Israel.

You might have thought that would
have signalled the end of theeace pre
cess! Itisnotas if Netanyahu has been an
enthusiastic supporter of ‘@wo-state
solution”, who suffered a temporary
relapse on 16th March 2015. On the
contrary, his pre-Election promise in
March 2015 mirrored an earlier one during

the February 2009 election campaign, as a

result of which he became Prime Minister.
Then, he told supporters in Beit Aryeh, a
small settlement in the West Bank:

"The election on Tuesday will be about py | jkyd.

one issue—whether this place will remain
in our hands or will be handed over to
Hamas and Iran. We will not withdraw
from one inch. Every inch we leave would
go to Iran" (Netanyahu on peageAl

Jazeera, 26 March 2009

twenty years old, but these principle]

. "The Jewish communities in Judea,
Samaria and Gaza are the realization of

viable "peace process" can be maintained.
David Morrison

Zionist values. Settlement of the land is See the forthcoming March 2018 Irish
a clear expression of the unassailable Foreign Affairs for David Morrison's

right of the Jewish people to the Land
of Israel and constitutes an important

assetin the defense of the vital interests

of the State of Israel. The Likud will
continue to strengthen and develop the
communities and will prevent thei
uprooting."

This Likud platform may be nearly

KEEPING UP THE PRETENCE
Of course, to keep up the pretence of

Would FF Take Its Seats?

aFianna Fail candidates are elected to

Israel must be forced to end the

occupation, otherwise there will
never be a Palestinian state

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Michedl Martin has recently spoken pf

5 his plans to extend the Fianna Fail palty

expressed inithave never beenrepudiafednto Northern Ireland and to conteft
elections there.

Can he give an assurance that if gny

the

s Westminster parliament, they will take
their seats in the House of Commons?
Eugene McEldowney rish Times21.12.17

viable"peace process", Netanyahu know
that he cannot alway¥latly reject the
establishment of a Palestinian Arab state




cheering, many of whom were known eir
personally to me. | had contempt for
them, for | knew that not one of thgm

would ever join the British army, npt

party as the nearest approach to t
own particular creed of Unionism.

REDMOND continued

John Redmond in Waterford. My Idte | would like to set down here the fggt

father, Patrick Whittle, who to nfy through patriotic motives but through that our mainstay n breaking finally tge
knowledge was never a member offthe less worthy motives. At the time, the mobdom and rowdyism of the Redmo o
U.l.L., was handed a delegate’s cqrd. laneways and alleyways of Waterfdrd lte party came largely from one _clas I
The card, | clearly remember, indicajed  were being drained daily of recruits for ref_e;t(()jtrf]e cthren:n(T grtau:rc]ic_hllgre _'
that he represented Division 52 of the  the British army. These young fellows, :\Jlr(i:ne thjlrg:gfegv uoe aositatio?:rang oSr
U.l.L. in Waterford. most of whom lived close to poverty, ot ?Alar o numk?er of?hese camepi o
My father, atthe time, was asuppofter were the sons and grandsons of en Wat.erfordgcit to work. Some of the
of John Redmond’s policy in commpn  who had worn the British uniform. worked in thye ceIIars. of local baclh
with most of the men of his generatipn. The cheering by the mass meet|ng factories. some in the breweries: otHlbrs
| asked him if he proposed to goto fhe that day was about the lowest piece of had hum’ble 0bs. such as cart driver ot
convention and he informed me thathe  hypocrisy | have ever experienced.|In 1008,
did not. | then told him | was anxiolis  point of fact, one solitary Ballybrickein ceterda. Alsofln this g;our? v(;/el;re sons m(jj
to go and hear what Redmond hadl to  pig buyer joined the British army. He ?rroar: tshoe?rs f(;rrr::qnwszut?] eKirlleer:/rlm €
say, so he gave me his delegate’s dard. did so, following a prolonged bout pf Followina careful consideration. | ca 'e
The large room in the City Hall w@s  drinking, and | am convinced that, wgre toth 9 lusi ’ thadin
packed when | produced my fathgr's it notfor this, Ballybricken would have 0 the conclusion many years ago a €
card and was admitted. As | satthere, been without its one solitary represegnt- groups referrr](_adht? ml?deb ui thf] C%r Ef
I heard a din behind me and saw theflate  ative in the British army during World r?sFLstgnce :;V Ic 'ga. y .rovs t ef y &
J.D. Walsh whom I did notknow atthe ~ War 1. While listening to the cheerifg OE ehmqn I(;?jr?jw yism in Watertor
time, his face streaming with bloqd, at that meeting, | felt that the whdle (Emphasis added).
being ejected from the hall. thing was merely bluff. | knew that, Was Redmondite political violencefla
This man was well known to haje  when they spoke of filling gaps in the consequence of some special or exceptijnal
strong republican sympathies. Allthis  Irish regiments, the fodder would be feature of Waterford itself. as Whittle sub-
happened before the meeting opengd. | provided by the unemployed or the gested? Against that vie\'/v such viole e
sawthree or four othermen being strlick ~ semi-unemployed from the lanes gnd o< ot at all limited to Wéterford andlit
with sticks and ejected. As | satthgre, alleys of the city. extended back into the period ofdis’solu bn
| realized fully that, owing to my family The second group comprised what | of Parnell's supremacy, before Redmdhd
being known supporters of Redmopd,  shall term théshock troopsin the raids took over. The vioIencev:/as not exclusivalio
I, of course, would be coloured with qhe carried outby organized mobs inthe clty. \y/aterford. or to Redmond.
same brush. | refer to the numerous elementfin 5 the’other hand, and in supportfof

the
he
ned
very
In
bnd
as
dy

On John Redmond stepping on to
platform, all present stood up on
seats and cheered loudly. | remai
seated, and | assume | was judged a
quiet, odd sort of person for doing so
the course of his speech, Redm
referred to the new Sinn Féin party
the "effervescent scum of the bg

Waterford which always was strondly \yhitie's stance, there is evidence of pofpr-
represented in the Irish regiments in [hejoaiion in waterford,—like Belfast fd
British army. This type were the relat- j,qance Not so much on religious grouris,
ives of men who served in the British 1, 4 gocially as in left-right. It is notable alfo
army and they were organized as mpbs, o paqmondite thuggery in Waterford ghd
by the Ballybricken pig buyers who isewhere was matched by the activitie] of
directed the elections. The relatives| of Joe Devlin's Belfast Hibernian goons

politic", and predicted that they wol
"soon run back like rats into their hole

Dealing with World War 1., whic

was raging at the time, he stated that he
had "pledged"the Irish regiments ih

the cause of the freedom of sn
nations. He stressed the factthatal
number of casualties were occurrin

Id

»]

H

all

) in

these Irish regiments fighting with the

British army in France, and added,
loud voice; These gaps must befille

na
j"

Immediately the audience, to a man,

leapt up and cheered vociferously.
As they stood cheering, Redmd
called out a second timé&These gap

must be filled". Again, | remained
sitting, a solitary figure on my bencl.

was expecting a punch from somg
those nearest me, but seemingly
being seated was misinterpreted

nd

I
of
my
[

recall clearly my contempt for the men

soldiers on active service also included What about the Pig Buyers? The indus

"gentlemen‘known as ex soldiers, who

hrge

were too old to serve. These latter w

most difficult to deal with, as they all ha

experience of actual warfare inthe Brit

forces in Africa, India, et cetera. They

were copiously supplied with drink durir

the two election campaigns and, Wh”I t

used be said that the Ballybricken
buyers were spending money in prodi
fashion, it was my belief that the finan
was coming from across channel.

The third group in the Redmondi
political setup in Waterford was t
convinced Redmondite who believ
firmly that Redmond was the saviour
Ireland and we, of Sinn Féin, were clos
allied to the Bolshevists in Russia.

The lastline of Redmondite organis
in Waterford was the Unionist par
Too cute, for business reasons, to s

and social history of Waterford as a fd
processing and exporting hub gave this cjste
or cligue an economic stranglehold ovef a
[ greatmany people in town and country
Y derived an income from breeding pigsj It
Y seems they successfully extended this pd

bre
d
sh

Yinto politics by means of their alliance wih
'8 Redmond and his movement. It appearslso
pal that they had appropriated to themselvegthe
C€ remnants of popular memory of the Thorg§as
Francis Meagher 1848 standoff, whg
fe Waterford went to the brink of the revolutio
€ breaking out in Europe at that time.

pd

of In hindsight it is more difficult to unde

ly stand the connection between veteflan
Fenians and Redmondism. Whittle, asjan

m activist of the new re-born Fenianism, trigd

. to explain this. e first article in this serig|

owaddressed the conundrum.

their hand, they backed Redmon

's Pat Muldowney

31



this, sowe turn to Nicholas Whittle, a Watg
ford native who had direct personal exp
ience of Redmondite pig buyer violence

REDMOND continued

were turfed out and settled down outs
the walls in Ballybricken.

political steps in the conquest.

For most of its existence Waterfo
was a fairly typical English city in Irelan
Its motto "Urbs intacta manet Wate
fordia" (Waterford remains loyalwas
awarded by Henry VII when it refuse
Perkin Warbeck and Lambert Simn
pretenders to the English throne.

But the city rejected Henry VIII's relig
ious reformation. Waterford cleric LuK

Wadding was the political and diplomai
brains behind the 1642-1649 Confederafi

which was defeated by Cromwell. Thon
Hussey was an international diplomat w
as chaplain to the Spanish Embassy,
instated Catholic religious practice in Lond

de

Ambush of 7th January 1921, bare
These events were the first military gnd escaping death from gunshot wounds

the two 1918 elections won by Captgi
rd William Redmond, he was Sinn Féin
. Director of Elections.

Whittle's 1955 Witness Statement.

bd
el

in the 18th century. When he was appoir
Bishop of Waterford he broke with the co
pliant and submissive practice of the Ir
Hierarchy, and helped Edmund Rice to g

system of basic education started. When Hupsey

died an Orange mob attacked his funeral
tried to throw his coffin into the River Su

Young Irelander Thomas Francis Meag
was a scion of Waterford Catholic mercha
He was the first to defy Daniel O’Conn
declaring that Ireland would be liberated
the Sword. He is credited with creating
Irish tricolour flag, modelled on the Fren
revolutionary tricolour. When he was ar
ed in Waterford in 1848 the citizens ralli

opposed by five British warships. Meag
averted a clash and went to prison.
Many Irish people have probably hea

of Thomas Francis Meagher and his T
colour contribution to national symbolisin.

Probably very few have heard of Lu
Wadding who created the present day |
nation by combining the old English settlg
and the indigenous Irish into a single bd

politic. And few will know anything muci

of Thomas Hussey who helped initiate

political revival of that body after a hundr
and fifty years of Cromwellian and Glorio
Revolution subjugation.

Any town or city which has existed f
more than a century or two will have m
such snippets of more or less interes
historical information. But these do n
‘explain’ Waterford’s Redmondite/P|
Buyerite fetish for political violence.

Why Waterford and not Sligo? Why the

pig buyers and not the haberdashgq

sh
ta
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Redmond’s biographers are silent on

Whittle participated in the Tramor

The following is extracted fronp

"Men from most of the thirty-twg
counties had witnessed scenes in Wajer-
ford two years earlier [in the 191B
elections] that stamped on their minfls
the impression that the fires of nationality
burned much lower in Waterford than
any other part of Ireland.

The success of the Tramore ambu
lay, therefore, in the fact that the lull
the Anglo-Irish war was broken by
major engagement in a district wherd i
was least expected. This shot in the d
which came from Tramore (known geng
ally as an easy-going holiday resort),
my opinion, did much to brace up th
I.R.A throughout the country, as, on t
other hand, it must have caused de¢ep
apprehension amongst the higher Brit
authorities in Dublin.

| shall now qualify this statement |l
have made by adverting to the fact thiat,
late in the year 1917, Eamonn Waldrgn,
a school teacher in Galway, was arresfed
by the British and charged with seditiop.
Having been jailed, he was further sgn-
tenced to deportation from Co. Clare.
was given the option of residing in eithpr
of two places in IrelandBelfast or
Waterford. He elected to come to Wat¢r-
ford. The safest place, deemed safes} by
the higher British authorities in Ireland|a
year after the 1916 Rising, had sudderjly,
out of the blue as it were, switched oVer
and taken its proper place with the natipn
in its struggle for freedom. In this latt
fact lay the great importance and succ
of the Tramore ambush. ...

"...[The 1918 general election defedt]
was a hard blowto us, as | was convilc
ed that we had the requisite number of
votes to give a slender majority, but the
combined efforts of the R.I.C. and the
organised mobs cut across the accam
plishment of victory for Sinn Fein.

There is an aspect or two of the
election which | consider historically
important enough to dwell upon herg. |
firstreferto the extraordinary combing
tion of forces which beset the path jof
Irish Republicanism in Waterford. ||
shall enumerate the groups seriatiny.

Firstly, there was the spearhead, viz.
the Ballybricken pig buyers. 1 ong
asked the famous historian [of Watd
ford and County], the late Canon Patri
Power, D. . if there was any historic

else had asked him precisely the sg
guestion. "My reply to you", he saiff
"is going to be the same as | gave thg

"There was", Canon Power said, "

their living by dealing with livestoc
they acquired a love of things garid
They resembled the gypsy by the o
show, of shined brasses in the ho
and their ignorant outward sho
generally." My personal recollectio
of all the Waterford big buyers was t
they were an absolutely illiterate cla|
without a knowledge or respect f
learning. They came out of a peri
when the pig buyer and the cattle dej
literally bludgeoned the small farmg

when the latter came to offer his st@ck

for sale at a fair. An organised syst
of what | should terni'blackmail”
existed amongst them in the methoq
buying. Behind the front line was
second line known astanglers, the la
making the running for the former.
Through the two groups, a technig
was evolved whereby each buyerwo
select freely his own victim at a fair al
none of his competing buyers wo

interfere. Infact, farmers who set ougto

break this discreditable technique w
frequently beaten up at fairs. Thd
same pig buyers were the mouldery
the blackguardly election metho
which were typical of the Redmond
party in the Waterford elections.

| have one very clear recollection
the type of mind which dominated theg
men. It was in September or Octobg
1916[October 6—P.M.Wwhen John Red
mond, the leader of the Irish Parliamg
ary Party made, what | think was, his fi
public statement since the rising.
occasion was a convention of the Unife
Irish League in Waterford which w4
held in the large room in the City Hal

Actually, owing to the fact that the
had not been an election, or a need
an election, for about twenty years
Waterford (as John Redmond
always automatically returned unoppos
for that constituency), there was

the exception of the top group of
followers. At the period in 1916,

Irish League was ordered to be held

continued on




ULSTER continued

frustrate the aspirations and defeat

wishes of the Irish people as a whole. T
is a claim which, on the purest principles
democratic Government, neither this Hodse
nor any Legislative Assembly founde
upon democracy, and framing Its policy
democratic principles, can ever yield td.

The right hon. Gentleman has draw
picture—I| am sure in perfect good fai
not at all in an inflammatory spirit—of th
possible consequences thatwe may haye tq
face if legislation of this kind is carried i
defiance of the opinion of those for wh
he speaks. | have always myself held the
same language, and held the same langyage,

believe, without in any way undervaluirjg
the reality and intensity of the feelings pf

and when it is realised as | said at the
beginning, what a solid protection the
minority in Ireland have with regard

the provisions of the Bill itself—fetterin
and limiting the powers of the Iris
Parliament—but in their continue
representation in the Imperial Parliam
here—I cannot bring myselfto believe t

they will not, when they reflect upon the
things, see that it is their duty as go
citizens and loyal subjects to accept

legislation of the Imperial Parliament.
shall certainly not speculate and lay do
contingent policies in view of any oth¢
hypothesis, because that hypothesis |
not believe to be in conformity wit

probability, reason and common sense}

While | believe that | yield to no man i
my respect for the genuine feeling of Uls
in this matter, | cannot believe that it w
ever be possible or right for this Imperi
Parliamentto abstain from doing that whi
it believes to be just, to be politic, and to
in the best interests of the Kingdom and
Empire as awhole, because by so doing
may do that which is unpalatable to
minority, and something which tha

minority may, as they think, justly an
legitimately resent. | hope | shall not |
thought to be using unsympathetic, s
less arbitrary language, but | do belie

(January 1st, 191Report Stage of the set up Irlnade bad governlr'nent inev_itable. a
Third Home Rule Bil sense "Northern Irgland was a pme-bo b
planted by stealth with the detonation comfhg
he some fifty years later.
| January 1, 1913Sir Edward Carson’sll‘ | ?Utc‘;‘{,h¥’w,f‘5Ttn'std.°”e?Whatt.was"k':!oﬁh "
of amendment to exclude Ulster from the nrgvaer; beeor: .cons?delfeg question which Tgs
Third Home Rule Bill defeated. This book considers what was establisheff in
d January 16, 19123 Home Rule Bill carried| Northern Ireland and why. The why [
(367-257) in the House of Commonjs; important. It had—and continues to have—jjto
Py defeated (326-69) in House of Lords ¢n do with the handling of the bit of Ireland whi
January 30. 1913 T broke the Imperial State: an Ireland which igad
Yo, ’ . . . to cope with seeing a national minor
July 7,1913Home Rule Bill again carrieq misgoverned across the Border.
(352-243) in the House of Commong;
again defeated (302-64) in the House|of Professor Nicholas Mansergh wasja
Lords on July 15, 2013. historian, constitutiona! e>l<pert, and part of he
inner ruling class of Britain. He wrote a bogk
on Northern Ireland in 1936 which correcfly
NORTHERN IRELAND: WHAT IS IT? | described the constitutional form whiffe
Professor Mansergh Changes His Mind. misconceiving its politics. In 1983 he altergd
-ByBrendan Clifford. 278pp ©2postfree. | his opinion of "Northern Ireland” and endorsgd
( an academic description of it as an Irish 'stde’,
because | have always felt the same thing Contents: This book is called Northefn setting a trend picked up by a medley of offjer
in regard to that. | cannot bring myself fo Ireland: What Is It? It might also have be¢n academics. This book takes a look at thipse
called, Northern Ireland: What Is It For? Aftgr writings and takes issue with their approagh,
all, there must have been good reason| townhich fitted in with the new Oxbridge projejt
establish such a perverse system of governmensf "Re-Writing Irish History" History-writing
those whom he represents, that whenthgn 5 society so divided. Or perhaps 'The Statehas become a political project. If war ifja
whole situation as it will emerge, after the Of Northern Ireland’ would have been to the continuation of politics by other means, it
passing of this legislation, becomes clgar,point. The ambiguity of that title also goes fo might be said that politics is a continuatiorgof
the heart of what this book is about: the war by other means. Britain may have losfjin
governing arrangement established by Britgin 1922, but the war is not over yet.
and the trouble it has caused. The 19P0 "Northern Ireland" is clearly continuing §
Government of Ireland Act described itself &s serve the purpose for which it was set up.
their just rights and interests, not only|in providing for the "good government" of ah
area broken off from Ireland—but the formslit
John Redmond’s Violent Politics
nt
at Who were the Ballybricken Pig Buyers?
e
d . . .
he Nicholas Whittle’s Witness Statement
The Pig Buyers bought pigs and sold gockers, the nurses, and the bicycle reffir-
VN them to the bacon factories. They consistedmen? We are told that Redmond is ke
el of a hundred or so families who lived around Origina| source of Irish democracy_ If tHiht
dae Fair Green in the Ballybricken area. s so, whatinnate talents did the Pig Buylrs
' Unlike the Waterford clerk-typists, haber- possess that enabled them to confer fhis
dashers, jarvey drivers, dockers, nurses, okspecial grace upon us?
bicycle repairmen, the pig buyers of  Theobvious place tosearchforanexplhn-
L BallybriCkenwereJOhn Redmond'’s pOlltlcal ation is in the acclaimed biographies ol
€l enforcers, the hard men who won his Redmond by Dermot Meleady and Ciflis
”I elections for him by brute force and pooley. Butwhen you consult the indicegpf
?h intimidation. o these books, under "P" for Pig Buyers,for
- When Redmond was buried in Wexford "B" for Ba”ybricken, you are left none thE
bein 1918, his coffin was not carried by his iser.
henearest and dearest family members. Nor . . |
W . . . Waterford was exceptional in stemmifig
%y his trusted and faithful fellow-MPs in . L .
a . . the demise of Parnellism in 1892, and}in
the Irish Parliamentary Party who had . . . U :
t ¢ ; A holding out against Sinn Feéin in 1938.
ought the good fight by his side in the ) :
d Was there something special abgut
House of Commons. No. At that most o '
e : Waterford? Founded by the Vikings,jit
sacred, solemn and tragic moment Red- o .
ill , . was Ireland’s first city. Dermot McMu
mond’s dead body was carried by the . . !
€ Ballybricken pig buyers rough, King of Leinster, married hjs
le, ' daughter Aoife to Strongbow in Waterfod

that it would be the worst example possih
in the interests of democratic governm
if such a principle as that were e
recognised by this House or any Parliam

nt, What made the pig buyers so special?(Making him heir to the kingdom {
er What set them apart from the clerk-typists, Léinster) when the Norman Lord captuigd

ntthe haberdashers, the jarvey drivers, thgh€ City in 1170. The Norse inhabitaigts
continued on
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CLAUSE 1.—(Establishment of Irish Parliament.)

Asquith on Ulster:

1913

House of Commons Debate— 1st of January, 1913,
Hansard, Volume 46-cc377, 483. Report Stage of the Third Home Rule Bill.

The Prime Minister-H. H.Asquitk-
An absolute veto. Let me come to inquife Londonderry and Antrim.
what Ulster, for this purpose, really mearns.
The right hon. Gentleman [Sir Edwaid representation is either wholly Nationali

that this was a more logical and reason
Amendmentthanthe one already discus
and rejected in Committee, which pr

lemind, if you are to have a segregation
edne part of Ireland from the rest, there
- no argument whatsoever in favour

posed to exclude certain of the Ulster excluding the province of Ulster as

e worth, is in favour of the Amendmer
which was debated and rejected when
were in the Committee stage.

this Amendment were carried, the whol
of Ulster would be excluded.

What is Ulster? | have here a vety
useful map in which Ulster is coloured.  If you look at the population, how doe
By looking at that map | see that, dividing the matter stand? In what | will call, f
Ulster according to its representation{— convenience and brevity, Unionist Ulst
leaving population for the moment— —thatis, the partrepresented in this Hoy
between those who are in favour and thqseby Unionist Members—the population i
who are against Home Rule, the whole |of roughly speaking, 680,000 Protestan
the North-West, the whole of the South, 270,000 Roman Catholics. On the oth
the larger part of the middle—by the hand, if you look at Home Rule Ulster, th
middle, | mean the county of Tyrone—a
almost unanimously in favour of Homg Nationalists or Members infavour of Honf

436,000, and Protestants 194,000. If y

The whole of the rest of the Ulstgr take the province of Ulster as a whol

5t roughly speaking—I| do not pretend 1

t sensibilities of Protestant Ulster—how is
wepossible, in the face of figures such

these, for anyone who accepts the princi
of this Bill, to justify the exclusion of theg
s whole province of Ulster from the operatio
r ofthe Bill?The argument has really only t
br be stated to refute itself. | have pointed g
saalready that the right hon. Gentleman qu
5, frankly and sincerely says that, even if t

ts,proposal was agreed to, it would notin a
erdegree mitigate the hostility of himself al

bt his Friends to the granting of Home Rule

e part which is represented here by Ireland as a whole.

e The effect, therefore, of carrying thi

Rule. That is a geographical fact; the
can be nodispute aboutitwhatever. Un
this Amendment the whole of Donegaj,

r Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
offered special rates on other publications

which returns a united Nationalist re
resentation, the whole of Tyrone, of which the IPR Group: write to—

three divisions as compared withoneretyn 1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road

a representation in favour of Home Rulg, Bray, Co. Wicklow  or

the whole of Monaghan and Cavan, pgrt 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or
of Fermanagh, part of Armagh, and part pf2 Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT
Down, although they have a preponderjt- or Labour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029
ingly Nationalist population and ar C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork
represented in this House by Membersjn Subscription by Post:

favour of Home Rule, would be exclude[l 12 issues: Euro-zone & World Surface: €40;
from the benefit of thélome Rule Bill Sterling-zone: £25

That cannot be disputed. It is not disputg Electronic Subscription:

by the right hon. Gentleman. In point @ €15/ £12 for 12 issues

fact, aswas clearly indicated in Committef, (or € 1.30/ £1.10 per issue)

there are only two counties in Ulster whid You can also order from:

- Irish Political Review is published by

d

Amendment, as | have shown, when {|
facts and figures come to be analysed

The effect of the carrying of the Ameng
mentwould be to render the rest of the B
practically unworkable, and in no way
facilitate the passage through the t
Houses of Parliament of such wreckage
the Bill as remained. Itisindeed, as | ha
said, a claim which | do not think you wi
find the people of Great Britain will eve
recognise or acknowledge, a claim of
small minority, a minority | agree whos
material prosperity, whose intelligenc
whose strong religious feeling entitle the
to every possible degree of considerati
and respect—it is a claim on the part o
relatively small minority in Ireland to

https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

return auniform Unionist representation+— Rule, the Roman Catholics there afe

u

Carson], in the concluding part of his or divided between the Unionist and precise mathematical accuracy—there e
speech, seemed to put forward the caseNationalist parties. | confess that, to my in it, nine Protestants to seven Catholigs.

pe

totally unsupported by logic or reasof.
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