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Post-Brexit Hard Border

Nation States And ldeologies _
Ireland; Syria; Palestine | Vlad the impaled?

It is possible that Sinn Fein will be in the next Government. It has been wWidelyThe UK Parliament website, has an
characterised over the past few decades by people in authority as a Fascist palityitem called a Summary of the Counter-

In England Dame Margaret Hodge, an upper-class ultra-Leftist for forty year§, Heesrorism and Border Security Bill 2017-
discoveredthatsheisaJew. And she has cometo realise that her close political clleb@de® make provision in relation to
over most of that period, Jeremy Corbyn, is a racist anti-Semite. And, as it igjquégorism; to make provision enabling
possible that the Labour Party will win the next British General Election, she saye thatsons at ports and borders to be
she now knows how Jews felt in Germany in 1933 as Hitler was taking over. questioned for national security and other
related purposes; and for connected
oses.

his is a catch-all Bill—somewhat
literally—and the bland phraseology of

r the lastfew words speak volumes. It clearly
6E£ks to extend and add to straight security

gissues, toinclude notjusgfated purposes'

e Ut tonnected purposedhis makes it a
very inclusive Bill. It is easy to see how
smuggling goods, for example, across a

teborder can be classified as a security issue

in the context of the NI Border. Is it not
just another criminal activity like that of
many proscribed organisations?
h\C?Bnnection?can easily be alleg€tvhere

Ndi%he proceeds going to end isthe

"iIEQfn-all phrase that can no doubt be used

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 4

Ireland, Brexit and the Future of the EU response set the mould for dealing with
Part7  the problem? How muchis irrational North
European prejudice a factor in the EU

response? Whatlessons have beenlearned

; ; P by the Brussels elite from the crisis, and

Implications Of The Greek Crisis It has ot boen learmod?
For The Future Of The EU

The Greek crisis that began in 2010, The present article is an attempt to imQ”li::it :)(;]r;s Orfe{?temge;ga?gflzt?@arr;(;kthe
summarised in last month's article in this address five questions. Was saving FrenchS Fr)in for the European Left. and to
series—a crisis that has subsided yet conand German banksthe overriding objective, P @ I = TORSER 2 A 0
tinues to take its toll on the citizens of that in the early phase of the crisis? How itself willp be covered in nextg month's
country—has much to tell us about the necessary was that to the survival of the_ .

; ; ; . article.
nature of the European Union. Union? To what extent did the initial continued on page 5

Northern Ireland is now a quiet backwater amidst all these excitements. It
Government to bother its head—only the Government of the state, in whose elgctor
affairs it is not allowed to play any part.

A year from now the United Kingdom will either be out of the European Union
won't. And there will either be an economic border between the Six County re
the United Kingdom and the 26 County region of the EU, or there won't. And the
Government will have to relate to Britain as a foreign state, for the first time si
moral collapse of 1970, or it won't

All of these things will be decided within a minority party in the Westmi
Parliament, and by the relations of that party with the European Commission.

Sinn Fein is where it is because it is the political party of the War that was
between the Nationalist community in the North and the Whitehall Government |
War ended twenty years ago. Since the terms of settlement did not include the
of Partition, we can assume that the purpose of the War was not the ending of P
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ern Sinn Fein, minus the Northern War
and minus the O'Brady Republican spirit,
now appears to be threadbare.

The original Sinn Fein movement was
founded on a denial of the possibility of
cosmopolitan human existence. Arthur
Griffith's founding principle was—
"Between the Individual and Humanity
stands, and must continue to stand, a
great fact—the Nation".

The history of the world since 1905 has
not proved Griffithwrong. And statements
condemning nationalism usually turn out
to be condemnations of one nationalismin
the interest of another. In Ireland anti-
nationalism has the practical meaning of
Anglophilia.

*

Where effective national existence is
denied to a populace, the probability is
that a sub-national element will take its
place—a kind of spontaneous racism. and
we are warned thatracismis onthe increase
in Europe.

In the Middle East what has taken the
place of nationalism since Europe and the
USA began destroying the national states
there about thirty years ago is religious
fundamentalism.

An effective national state was con-

What fuelled Nationalist energy in the of the War in the North. This was a piece structed by the Baath regime from the

War was the humiliating position inwhich of reality that stood out amidst the waffle miscellaneous elements of population in
the Nationalist community was placed in that is always a great part of the discoursethe region of the British Empire called
the completely spurious democracy of Constitutional democracy. The waffle Iraq. Effective Iragi nationalism held the
devised by Whitehall in 1920 for the Six ofthe Southern democracy was especiallylranian revolution in check during the
County region of its state. The 1998 empty because of its refusal to acknow-1980s. In 1990 the US gave Iraq permis-
Agreement swept away that bogus demo-ledge Northernrealities while maintaining sion to intervene in the glorified British
cracy and established inits place an authenthe sovereignty claim. fiefdom of Kuwait, which had been steal-
tic apartheid system with two electorates  Sinn Fein was successful in the first ing its oil while it was engaged in the war
and two separate groups of devolvedinstance by almost not having policies. It with Iran. Margaret Thatcher insisted that
Ministers. That arrangement has not ledthen putitself at the head of the movementthis was a breach of sovereignty that must
to 'reconciliation’' between the two com- thatwas breaking up traditional culture— be punished. The US fell into line. The
munities because that was not its purposeculminating in he abolition of marriage as a Iragi Army was easily driven out of Kuwait
Its purpose, as carefully arranged in its social institution designed for reproduction. and was slaughtered by the unchallenged
structures, was to equalise the terms of the US/UK air powechicken shoaluring its
conflict between the two communities. It did well with this approach. It was retreat.
That conflict is taken to be a constant of put to it, by rivals, that it would do even
the Six County situation in its exclusion better if it disconnected itself from its
from the political life of the state that Northern source and appointed a leader-, """~ —
holds them. ship that had played no part in the North. regime”, which is anqther name for the
The 'Peace Process' achieved peace bit has done this. and it now seems to beState' _The populace did not respo_nd. S/
giving structured expressionto the conflict, adrift without a compass or a destination. UK, with UN approval, then subject_ed
thus consolidating it as permanent. All It offers to throw the Republic into the Iraq to a dozen years of severe sanctions,
the other peace processes—and there wenelting pot and to rejoin the British Common- and_ regular bombing deS|g_ned o destroy
many—were a waste of breath becausewealth because,afterall,whatdidindepen-the_'mcras_trUCture of urban life. Whent_he
they did not face the basic fact of the dence lead to but homophobia, paedophilir:l,reglme still held securg,th_e US/UKdeC'd_
edtooverthowthe regimeitself. Itinvaded

conflict of nationalities. misogyny, priestcraft, poverty, etc.
ayny. p P y and called on the elements oppressed by

Sinn Fein, having made its settlement It was necessary for the Northern the regime to assert themselves and take
in the North, set about establishing itself element, which was fighting the War, to over. The oppressed elements were
also in the South. Its main point of attrac- assert itself against Rory O'Brady in order elements of religious fundamentalism,
tion in the South was that it was the party to make a Northern settlement. But South-which had been in decline until then.

The US/UK then called on the Iraqi
populace to rise up and overthrow the



The US/UK intervention, legitimised

R A LU NN S S RSl ETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

chaos of religious conflict in the spacé
called Iraq: a kind of civil war which
could have have led to political stability ‘-
out of its own conflict only by the triumph BfItISh G uardsmen!
of Islamic State’. Butthe Powersthathad . any question why we died
destroyed the secular, liberal national state Tell them. because our fathe1rs lied"

would not have that, and they set about
concocting makeshifts that gave a better These lines were written by Rudyard Kipling. He had pulled strings to have his only

appearance but had no substance. Thdohn, commissioned in the British Army. He was killed at the Battle of Loos in 1915 g
quantity of political killing has declined| age of eighteen. | understand the boy had poor eyesight and might, if his father was |
greatly since 2006, but remains far greaterbeen deemed unfit to serve as a Private, much less as a commander of a platoon of thi
than it was before the invasion. Though Rudyard Kipling had no connection with Ireland—except as a vocife

When Iraq settled down to a level of Regiment in the British Army. He wrote poetry seeking to identify the Regiment

son,
it the
nonest,
ty mer
rous

opponent of Home Rule, he wangled a commission for John in the Irish Guards

with

violence thatwas acceptable to the sensitiv- The Wild Geese*those Irishmen of the Irish Brigade who joined the French Forces

ity of the Powers that had destroyed theafter the broken Treaty of Limerick in the hope of returning to Ireland and routing t
national state, these Powers decided to davho had broken that Treaty.

a job on Syria—which was a separa
state from Iraq because, when Biritai

conquered Mesopotamiain its Great War,
France, its necessary Ally, insisted o Thelrish Guards Regimentas established by Queen Victoria to show her apprecia

having a piece of it. for those Irishmen who served her in the second South African (Boer) War. John Reg
Syria was a liberal, secular nationgl and the Irish Parliamentary Party, as well as many British Liberals, opposed that s
state, as Iraq had been, but, like Iraq, it wasepisode of British Imperialism, which, among other atrocities, established Concent
not a formal democracy, with the kind of Camps, where tens of thousands of civilians, mainly women and children, died.
consensual system of party conflict, legs S0 highly regarded were the Boer fighters in Ireland, that many GAA Clubs
than halfin earnest, that makes democr. amed after their leaders, such as De Wett.
possible. An agitation was launche | understand that the Irish Guards now have their own GAA team and it wou
against'the Assad regime"It was made | surprise me if it were named after Rudyard Kipling. The Regiment parades eve
up of weak liberal, secular elements Patrick's Day to the air of Thomas Moord'et Erin Remember The Days of Qld]
demanding formal democracy, ang oblivious of its irony—for the next line goes‘Ere Her Faithless Sons Betrayed Her'
substantial and purposeful Islamist forces
spreading over from Iraqg.
US/UK pretended that what was
issue was the formal democratisation
the liberal secular national regime and,

of the Irish Parliamentary (despised by Kipling) were equally guilty.

Rudyard Kipling's contribution to the war propaganda included a much-praised
t story in which an Englishwoman refused a drink of water to a dying German airmal
fhad a poor regard for English women, who are rarely so vindictive.

n He also, with Harry Lauder, was prominent in his support of a resolution pass
that basis, they withdrew recognition from @ massed meeting in London's Trafalgar Square in 1918 which anticipated H
"the Assad regimetecognised one of thel Nuremberg rallies from 1928 into the 1930s. No dissent was reported when the L
flimsy democratic groups as the legitimate rally demanded that naturalised British citizens of German, Austrian or Turkish o
authority, and fuelled the actual Islamist be stripped of their British citizenship animmediately interned without trial. In 1935
assault on 'the regime' with great quantitigsNuremberg Laws stripped German citizens of Jewish ancestry of their German citize
of 'non-humanitarian aid'. Kipling's contribution to European civilisation cannot be separated from that of his imitg
Donal Kennedy

US/UK would probably have mad
Syria a replica of Iraq but for the fact th

anew POW?" had ansen in the world, and In the 1950s, when every borough in London had an Irish dance-hall, inclJ
did not seeitas beinginits interestthat the . S

: . Tottenham Court Road in Central London, a group of young men in Irish Gu
Syrian nation-state should be destroyed. ". . .

: . ; uniform came into the Tottenham Court Road one. They had English accents a
Communist Russia ceased to be in t]earound talking about being Irish. (They could have had Irish parents.) Nobody bot
early 1990s when the decision was takenthem | have c?]1ever seen Such ai na'l'vg bunch in all my life an) the s.at aroun)(; hu
to destroy Iraq. For more than a decade Lo . . : y y

. . 1-1o the Irish music being played and readinglttsln Democrat
Russia was no more than a geographiga 4
. The doorman was Paddy Blaney, from Tipperary. He was near 7 feet tall and
expression But, when the moment came,, . : . : A
. : . 1 "this long green greatcoat down to his ankles like a Russian might in Siberia. On
for US/UK to do a job on Syria, Russia ; X .
S that was a green peaked hat. From the street there was long flight of stairs down i
had become a competent capitalist state s
o tancehall. If you caused trouble you were thrown up the stairs into the street by
able to calculate its interests. It entered an e . :

: . C He supported the Connolly Association and always had kitdwDemocratdeside
alliance with"the Assad regime”and him to try and sell. It turned out he let the young Irish Guardsmen in only on cong
countered the wrecking influence"tifie y o young y
Free World“—a term which came back they bought thérish Democrat

Nexttime, I thought, as well as thiessh Democrat!'ll bring him soméaily Workers

into use when Russia made the transition . . . i
from Communism to Capitalism. But the two papers side by side wouldn't have pleased Desmpnd so | didn t
Wilson John Haire

hose

e Kipling was not alone in that dishonesty. Joe Devlin, T.P. O'Connor, John Redmond
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instance and, when it outgrew the resources His problem was that he was of pre-
of policing in the late 1930s, by the British 1917 vintage, when it was anti-Semitic to
Army. say that Judaism was not a nation but was
merely a religion. Bevin, as a Trade
In 1945 a Labour Government was Union boss, stamped on anti-Semitism
The"Assad regimehever ceased to be elected in Britain, a_nd agrass-roots Lab_ourwhen_ever_ he saw it. Judaismwas a religion
the legitimate Government of the Syrian man—not a Fablan—k_)ecame_ Fore|gnfor_ h_|m, just I|k_e_ any other. Jews_ in
nation-state according to the United Secretary: Ernest Bevin. Bevin was aBritain were British, just as Catholics
Nations. It has now restored its effective pioneer of the anti-Fascist movement in were, and Baptists, and Presbyterians, and
authority over the territory of the state, Britain. Hg d_id not see the establishmenthe woulq stand for no nonsense about
except for a small corner into which both of a colonlahst_ Jewish _Sta_te on a non-them being somt_athlng else. In 1945,
the good terrorists and the bad terrorists‘]eW'Sh population as being in accordancetherefore, he saw it as absurd that a Jewish
have now retreated. US/UK etc. are nOwwith _the principles of the Anti—Fas_cist State, atheocr_acy, should be launched in
faced with the prospect of betraying the War in which he had played ? prolmmgnt thg_ modern, liberal, secular world by
seditious groups that they recognised adrart. He put the project on hold" while British power. _ _
the legitimate authority in Syria seven searching for an alt(_arnatn(e. He was But now he was an ar_m-Semlte for the
years ago, and restoring civilised relationsdenounced as an Anti-Semite. very reason the_lt made him an oppqnent of
with the Assad regime which they have antl—Semltlsm in the past. H_e denied the
been demonising. An all-out terrorist war on the British Separate nationality of Judaism. He fell
And the British Government has the administration in Palestine was launched,foul of the reversal of the meaning of anti-
problem of whatto dowith British Muslims Waged largely by an influx of Jews from Semitism, which had become a very tricky

whowent to Syria under its encouragementRUSssia, supplied with arms from Russia thing.
to fight the good fight against the Assad Py way of Czechoslovakia. Britai

regime as part of the only force that could Submitted to this terrorism, using t
possibly have overthrown the regime: United Nations General Assembly as|a

Islamic State, under one name or anotherface-saver. It would not act on its own VLAD
authority, or even let the matter be decidpd

_ N by the Security Council. Its concern was
Anti-Semitism is in the news because to be able to p|ead innocence to all the

the Jews, insofar as they constitute nationpiddle Eastern countries with which i

are engaged in the conquest of anothefeeded to maintain good relations. If the
people and, in the colonial settlement of matter had gone to the Security Coundil,
the territory of the conquered people, andpyitain, with its Veto, would still have|
because the people they are conquering dgeen responsible for a decision to establ
not like them, and will not submit quietly g Jewish State. So the issue was referfed

to them. . . . __tothe General Assembly—the only major | effect it smells very much like the
To engage In action against Jews isdecision it was ever allowed to take—ard

. > ; : ) ) MY Hard Border that nobody wanted as a
anti-Semitic, regardless of the circumstan-the Soviet Union and the United States,

) ) N _ _ Presult of Brexit—and all to be done under
ces in which that action is being under- the eve of their Cold War, whipped thejr ¢ guise of security. It is a Hard Border

taken. Palestinians offer as much resist-client states into line and got a majority fr it knobs on. But there is no reaction so
ance as they are able to Jewish Conque&he establishment of a Jewish State |nfar from Dublln on these plans Where is
and colonisation, and that is anti-Semitic. pgjestine. the 'shock horror' response f.rom Viad
And Jeremy Corbyn—who may be the  Bytthe Jewish colonisation, thirty yeafs \yho has the support of the whole world at
next Prime Minister of the state which after the Balfour Declaration, was stifl |0ast in his campaign against a Hard
started it all by awarding Palestine to the inadequate for the maintenance ofaJewstgorder? He has sought to indicate that
Jews as a fterritory for conquest andstate The problem was solved by adespite-new customs arrangements bein,g
colonisation—expresses sympathy with campaign of ethnic cleansing of the established on either side of the existing

the Palestinians as victims of Jewish Palestinian popu'ation’ and by increaspd

, . g ., ralestinie PUBorder post Brexit, it would remain as soft
conquest, and that is anti-Semitic. And it immigration. as, and maybe softer, than itis now. These
is even anti-Semitic to describe the ! ' '

. ) : . o o ) British plans show the shallowness of that
foundation of the Jewish State, inrealistic ~ Objective description of that piece d view
historical terms, as an act of conquest andnistory is what the'self-definition" of '

colonisation. anti-Semitism by a Zionist group noy
brands as anti-Semitic.

Nation States

continued

* continued

to make the connections between trade
and security.

"The Irish News revealed yesterday
how the planned legislation will result in
the establishment of a mile-wide 'stop
and search border zone'..." (11.8.18).

sh

f

' Vladis a master of the glib phrase —he

The Jewish state had its practical origin is against a Hard Border and he is also
in an act of British Imperial policy in Itis remarkable that the name of Erngstagainst all kinds of terrorism and tough on
1917, whose purpose was to detach JewnBevin has not been mentioned in the 'security'. Hetook aleading rolein bringing
from Germany and attach them to the current British Labour furore. Was he ngt about EU actions against Russia over the

British Empire. Britain was destroying the founder in the Labour Party of what
the Ottoman Empire (within which the now called anti-Semitism? Was he n
Middle East was a region of profound denounced at the time as an anti-Semi
peace and tolerance) and it decided toWas there not an attempt to murder him
make Palestine the site of Jewish politicalan anti-Semite? And he was not ever
colonisation. Palestinian resistance wasCorbynite, butarock-solid Labourite ant

s Salisbury security 'threat' concocted by
pt the British Government. He showed all
e?he characteristics of a power groupie
asamong the big boys of the EU. And, if
aBritain declares that a Hard Border is
- shownto be necessary for security reasons

put down by British policing in the first Communist.

in NI, then he has a problem: as there is



undoubtedly less of a security threat jn "This marked the start of an eventhornier was far greater than that of the US banks.
Salisbury thanthereisin NI. Thereareps debate, on whether Greece's inability to As we know many of these European
yet no proscribed terrorist organisatiofs ~ '6Pay its debt—insolvency, inone word— p,5,1 had also loaned to the peripheral
. . had to be recognized and whether the .
operating around Salisbury that we kngw . economies of the Eurozone. So, when the
. corresponding losses had to be borne by . . ..
of and not_a sn"_ngle person has_ yet bgen g private creditors, mainly banks. Ger- US financial crisis happened, many Euro-
charged with this alleged terrorist atta¢gk  many was keen on this course of action—Pean banks found that they were doubly
on the UK. at least in principle—because it reckoned exposed: initially to US-based toxic
Will Taoiseach Varadkar believg  thatinsolvency was inescapable and that aderivatives and, as the full scale of the
Britain in one case and notthe other? The Managed default procedure (what the gisaster unfolded, to a mountain of peri-
necessary sound bites and PR to squlare Jtarg%n c?lls a dteb; rtestructu(;!?g) Wé)utht pheral debt that seemed unlikely to be
the circle would not be easy to make each a lesson 10 1uture credrors. bu 'Srepaid. The eventual solution of course
. . . . was in no hurry, because of what the losse . o -
credl_ble. He could flnd himself |mpale_j of a debt write-down would imply for its entailed a combination oftaxpayer_ bailouts
on his own sound bites across the Irish  panks. For France and the ECB, however,0f banks and taxpayer-funded Troika loans
Border. this was out of the question, because ato indebted countries like Greece. Greece
Greek restructuring would send the signal was given those loans under a pretence
Leo Varadkar seems oblivious to te  that European government debt securitiesthat it was solvent so that it could be

reality that, whatever is proposed arfd meariﬁtg?r: .fgffhfnegg ﬁ%yhfgrrgtrssegi'r;hoe;enabled to repay its debts to the top French
done about the Border around N! I debt outstanding. The solution was to and German banks.
actually notaboutthat Border atall—itis  -ontinue lending cheaply to Greece, at

always about the bordetthin Northern least until the storm had passed” (p. 10).  Using figures from the Bank of Inter-
Ireland: the border between nationaligts national Settlements, Varoufakis shows
and unionists. That is the context for  Noticeable here is the muted referencethat the three largest French banks had
everything to do with NI—and that latter to the level of exposure of the French andloaned 8627 billion to the Governments
border is as firmly a closed book to him, German banking systems to Euro-peripheryof Italy, Spain and Portugal, and a further
as it is to the Dublin political class fof debt. Less diplomatic sources are needed t&102 billion to the Hellenic Republic
decades. That is why meddling comgsget a proper handle on this crucial part ofprior to the crisis. He calculates that a
naturally to them and always ends |n the story. The following paragraph from collapse of confidence in the Eurozone
tears—but not for them. Galbraith'sWelcome to the Poisoned periphery, triggered by a Greek default,

Jack Lane Chalicehas a ring of truth to it. would have required a public bailout of
French banks to the tune of @562 billion,
a horrific prospect.

"At the time, Dominique Strauss-Kahn,
a French Socialist, was managing director
of the IMF and widely regarded as a  |n Germany Chancellor Merkel made a

progressive force as well as the future ¢y 45 speech in Stuttgart in 2008 advis-
leader of a more progressive France. That

Greek Crisis soon-to-be-shattered illusion was only a'ng U.S bankers that, in the matter of
_ small part of an entire pyramid of hopes financial management, they cpuld learn

continued and delusion—for a 'New Deal', a 'Green much from the average Swabian house-

New Deal', a 'Marshall Plan'—that wife. Shortly afterwards she learned that

ROLE OF THE FRENCH AND GERMAN progressives briefly entertained in the her own banks were badly exposed to
BANKS slipstream of the financial crisis. Inreality, trades in US derivatives and that a public

; ; IMF staff and board members from Aus- ,4: il
A key issue in the early stage of the tralia. China, Switzerland, and elsewhere bailout of @409 billion was urgently

crisis was thg insolvency of the Greek already knew that the Greek debt was needed.She prpcured Bundestag approval
State. According to the separate accounts  |,nsustainable and that Strauss-Kahn had©! the bailout in 2008 but a 2010 Greek
of Yannis Varoufakis and James K ignored their reservations in order to push default would have necessitated a repeat
Galbraith, the State's bankruptcy was through, in 2010, what was at thirty-two performance. Varoufakis argues that,
covered up to sustain confidence in the times Greece's quota (or ownership sharebeing a consummate politician, Merkel
Eurozone. Had an early Greek default intheIMF)thelargestiIMFloaninrelation ynderstood that requesting a second
been allowed, international financiers \t/(\;agugttzailghzlj:\?vgf d“;ﬁ()%%'g'ii'};;gﬁgﬂ_ massive bailout of between @340 and
would simply have ceased Iendmg to therescuewasforthébanks, notforGreece?4Q§ b|II|on_wouId have amounted to
Portugal, Ireland, Italy and Spain—the ;4 strauss-Kahn wanted the FrenchPolitical suicide (p. 26).
peripheral Eurozone economies. Asthese pankers' gratitude as he geared up his
economies followed Greece into  presidential bid" (p. 5). That the priority for European leaders
bankruptcy or even partial debt restructur- in responding to Greek requests for assist-
ing, the massive loans owing to the large  The breach of protocol at the IMF was aance in 2010 was the surreptitious
banks of France and Germany would minor matter compared to decisions takenpreservation of the French and German
have become impaired with dire con- following what must have been frantic banking systems is a safe conclusion.
sequences for the two leading EU discussions and negotiations at the highest
economies. level of both the EU and the French and NEcESSARY TO EU SURVIVAL ?
Jean PisaniFerry, agenerally objective German Governments. The calculations The refusal to recognise the reality of
author who is close to but certainly not informing those discussions are estimatedGreek bankruptcy was damaging to
uncritical of the EU Establishment, by Varoufakis in a chapter of his book Greece. Without a writing-down of debt,
describes the insolvency debate in aentitled, Bailoutistan He points out that it was impossible to achieve a return to
manner that is revealing. In the first the $30 trillion exposure of the banks of growth that would have placed the Greek
chapter of The Euro Crisis and its France, Germany, the Netherlands and theeconomy and the repayment of the remain-
Aftermathhe says: UK to toxic US financial products in 2008 ing debt on a sustainable basis. This
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treatment of a small Eurozone economyanalysed and debated over eighteerthe Eurozone, he states:
showed that, when the chips were down,months. Market operators, presumably,
the national interests of the larger Memberneed time to adjust to the idea that an
States came before those of the Europeainvestment has gone bad and to make
Union and the smaller States . .. or did it?alternative arrangements. Wolfgang
Schauble's letter to the ECB and IMF in

The financial crisis caught the EU un- June 2011, proposing a swap of Greek
awares and discredited the marketBonds that would prolong their maturity
fundamentalism that had achieved domin-dates, was an indication that reality was
ance within its own counsels and through- beginning to be openly acknowledged.
outthe West since the early 90s. The scale

"My rejoinder was also simple and to
the point: doing so would destroy France
and Germany's banking systems and with
them the eurozone itself. They would
never doit. Butevenifthey did, what was
the point in being in a monetary union
that crushes its constituent economies?"

(p. 33).

On a critical point he is engaging in

of dislocation, ideological and practical,

Varoufakis provides a further insight debating points. Likewise, Galbraith

was unprecedented. In the circumstancesinto the role of time in the following argues that the solution to the problem of

was it surprising that France and Germanyparagraph:

acted to defend their national interests?
And, if those economies had been dis-
rupted in that time of crisis, how long
would the Eurozone have survived?

While describing the implications for
France of a Greek default, Varoufakis

Greek insolvency wasa" commercial

"As soon as the bailout loans gushed write-down, requiring recapitalisation of
into the Greek finance ministry, '‘Opera- the French, German and Gree!< ba*‘.""s
tion Offload’ began: the process of 6). He is content to restate this article of
immediately siphoning the money back €conomic orthodoxy without even
to the French and German banks. By discussing the possibility that such awrite-
October 2011, the German banks' ex-down would most likely have had

posure to Greek public debt had beencatastrophic economic and political

reduced by a whopping ©27.8 billion to ;
©91.4 billion. Five months later, by consequences in Europe and globally.

March 2012, itwas down to @795 million.
Meanwhile the French banks were off- A MOULD IMPOSSIBLE TO BREAK ?

loading even faster: by September 2011  While in Brussels in February 2015,
they had unburdened themselves 0fa63.6 5iter he had become the Finance Minister

billion of Gfe?". government b°“d$’ of Greece, Varoufakis met with Christine
before totally eliminating them from their L de. Di f the IME. As th
books in December 2012. The operation agarde, Director of the . As the

was thus completed within less than two Meeting was ending she said:
years.Thiswas what the Greek bailout
had been all about" (p. 27).

states that the country's top officials were
aware that Greece's bankruptcy would
force the French State to borrow six times
its total annual tax revenugsst to hand

it over to three idiotic banKs(p. 24).
Expanding the point he states:

"In a country which had given up its
capacity to print banknotes—the only
remaining means of generating money
from nothing—that [a massive bailout of
French banks] would mean destitution,
whichinturn would bring down the whole
of the European Union, its common
currency, everything" (p. 25).

"You are of course right, Yannis. These
targets that they insist can'twork. But,
you must understand that we have puttoo
much into this programme. We cannot go
back on it. Your credibility depends on
accepting and working within the
programme" (p. 21).

A date to bear in mind in relation to
these transactions is February 2012, when
the restructuring of Greek debt occurred.

Precisely! The survival of the EU was The French and German banks had
at Stake and, Wh||e we may d|S||ke the offloaded the bulk of their Greek Bonds

underhand and self-interested way thatPy then. But what happened to these .
European leaders conducted their affairs,Bonds? Galbraith explains that they were ords were uittered by Madame Lagarde:
' the EU part of the Troika continued to

their frequently incoherent strategising @ssumed by the IMF, the ECB and the - : : .
ultimately had enough practical realism to Precursor institutions of the European insist on the implementation of austerity

avert a Union-wide collapse. Stability Mechanism (ESM) (p. 6). In i:;vr\],rno'“lt%z Fl:/leFCr::(ljS,seV\rliT)ILes, ri?slsiv\i/:]e!
other words, they were paid for by public about }t The Lagarde statemen? sh(?ws
That early moves to write off Greek Institutions funded ultimately by tax 0 56,0 bail?)uthad setthe mould for
debtwould have had a contagion effect onPayers. They remain as a constituent, "\ o0 5t " Cne A e
the other peripheral economies is shown€lement of Greek public debt which, - \"0 - eFr)nbarked on and the consen%{ls
by the response to the Deauville delibera-because of the parlous state of the - = "o = 5 0o o that there
tions in October 2010. When Merkel and €conomy, is being paid back at a snail's g P

should be no going back on it.
Sarkozy announced that some Eurozong?ace. gomng

countries might be unable to pay their  Onmatters like the role ofthe European  No doubt a case can be made that at a
debts, that spooked the markets—andpanks, Varoufakis and Galbraith have difficult time the credibility of the Euro-
borrowing costs increased for all of the yajuable insights, but on larger questionspean Council and the other EU institutions
peripheral economies. Arguably, Deau- ike the survival of the EU they can't see relied on the maintenance of a consistent
ville made an EU bailout of Ireland the forest for the trees. Having recognisediine. But a case can also be made that the
inevitable. During the first year and a half that a Greek default would have triggered existing policy had failed and that a new
Ofthe Euro debt CriSiS (Un“lthe m|dd|e Of events that WOUId have threatened thep0|lcy was needed. It may haVe been
2011), keeping debt relief off the Euro- existence of the EU, Varoufakis is unable necessary to the EU that the French and
zone'sagendawas aprudentialimperativeyo see this as a compelling reason forGerman banks should be saved but, once
avoiding a Greek default. For the most their position had been secured from 2012

During the intense period of the crisis, part he avoids the question but, when hegnwards, there were solid grounds for
timing was a vital consideration. The shock comes near to broaching it, he argues frominitiating a comprehensive review of the
of a sudden default in one of the Euro- a purely Greek perspective. Replying to austerity being forced on Greece. That no
periphery economies is a different matter the pointthat demanding debt restructuringsuch review took place reflects badly on
to a debt restructuring that has beenwould cause the EU to eject Greece fromthe political leadership of the EU.

There is no reason to doubt that these



these comprise the three Scandinavian fully credible” (Speech to the Brussels

It is instructive at this point to briefl X
P y countries of Sweden, Denmark and Economic Forum, 5 June, 2018).

focus on the effects of persistent austerity. > i i -
In this regard the circumstances of the Finland—especially Finland because itis
Irish and Greek economies could not be@ Eurozone Member—the three small
more different. A major fiscal adjustment Baltic States of Latvia, Estonia and Lithu-
carried on over seven Budgets in Irelang@nia, and two outliers, the Netherlands
was mitigated by timely growth in two of and Ireland. Ofthese the mostimportantis
its kev export markets: the US and the the Netherlands which has stepped up as .
UK By port © G ; latively the leading supporter of liberal economic The obvious area where lessons _have
- By comparison Greece is arelatively - - oy not been learned, mentioned above, is the
losed nomv: export growth Id not Policies following the UK's exit. | would . : ) : .
closed economy: exportgrowth could no - - futility of imposing austerity on Greece in
b dt nteract the relentl fiscgPuggest in passing that Ireland would be ; . .
€ used 1o counteract the relentless scab dvised hen its links with the Pelief that its economy will somehow
Greece is well summed in the following G€rmany—on the grounds that Germany ' i i
g level of a Vassal State is as unsustainable

paragraph by Varoufakis. I:?)r::rlgit Eounﬁﬁfr?t;oalféﬁ?/sli?r?tr? o m?rr: an end-result for the EU asiitis for Greece.
"Forcing new loans upon the bankrupt conservative (in terms of EU integration) Qne possm_)le starting point for en_dmg the

on condition that they shrink theirincome Hanseatic League. nlg_htmare is the proposal for a thirty year

is nothing short of cruel and unusual holiday from debt repayment leaked by
punishment. Greece was never bailed That the people of Greece deserve thd MF staff members during the referendum

bailiffs enthusiastically slashingincomes, an idea that harks back to a long dead

he EU and IMF effectivel ndemn o -
Ez‘feegeatg a m%dee?n ?/grgci)or?eof tehde Puritanism that, unfortunately, stillreson-  Another area where lessons may not
Dickensian debtors' prison and then threw €S in some regions of the democracies opave been learned as assiduously as they

away the key" (p. 19). Northern Europe. need to be is the application of neo-llbe_ral
regulations in the Member States. Taking
SOME LESSONSLEARNED , SOME NOT just one example, the Germdandes
IRRATIONAL RESPONSES Banking Uni first q bankenit can be seen how disastrous the
FROM NORTHERN EUROPE anking Lnion was Tirst proposed as a 5 4o ytion of the Anglo Saxon economic

strategic initiative for coming to grips model has been for Europe. Tlhades
‘anti-Mediterranean country' prejudice pe_rmanen?lywﬂh m?”YPTOb'emSth?“had bankerare agroup of State-owned regional
arisen during the crisis, in the Spring of banks unique to Germany. Together with

emanating from Northern Europe is
2012. Its emergence onto the EU agenda[he Sparkassersavings banks, they

involved in the EU response to Greece,’ d ibed as foll by Pisani Ferrv:
but it is present. The complicating factor IS described as Tollows by Fisani Ferry. comprise the third pillar of the German

If Banking Union emerges as the only
evidence of a lesson learned from the
Greek crisis, the crisis will have produced
at least one long-term benefit.

Itis difficult to gauge the extent that an

is the profligacy, irresponsibility and "Responsibility for supervising and, if Panking system. In the early 2000s they
prejudices of Greece itself which will be  needed rescuing or closing down banks,were destabilised by an EU-led removal
examined in next month's article. had to be moved to the European level, of their privileged status and—in the words

and a European deposit guarantee schemgf pisani Ferry 4s financial institutions
The irrational nature of Germany's \t‘v%?;I(tjoblr)eealgraag%ddo%nllgo;uggnr?ercrza\gethat have lost their business model often
avers!onto |_nflat|on arising from historical banks and sovereigns, thereby restoringdou(p: 88)—t_hey_|nvested reckles_s!y. us
experience is wellknown. Germansupport  gnfidence in the future of the euro” (P. subprime derivatives became their invest-
for the Single Currency, when the concept  16). ment of choice. When the crisis struck, in
was being conceived in the early 90s, was adesperate attemptto shore up their losses,
reluctant at best, and, when the implica- Banking Union represents a major & number of the landesbanken purchased
tions of Greece's insolvency seeped intoEurozone reform that will take many years large amounts of high-yielding sovereign
public consciousness in 2010, the initial to complete, and could yet be stymied. It Bonds issued by peripheral Eurozone
German reaction was a push to abandomeeds to be defended, explained, writtencountries. This investment naturally
the Euro altogether. This manifested in about, championed, adjusted in line with included billions of Euro worth of Greek
Angela Merkel's argument that the Greek unforeseen developments and sold to theGovernment Bonds.
crisis should be administered exclusively electorates of the Eurozone States. The
by the IMF, a policy that would have cut core point is thain principle it holds In this sequence of unfortunate events,
off the Eurozone from its own crisis. immense potential for exerting a necessarya crisis that became centred in Greece was
An element of irrationality was also level of control over the European financial triggered, not by Greece or Germany or
evidentin German opposition to the Bond industry. Implementing itwill mean break- €even the banks of those countries, but by
purchase programmes of the ECB, theinga centuries old links between EuropeanEU institutions imposing liberal freedom
policy that eventually enabled the EU to Governments and various powerful banks.on a group of State-owned banks that until
contain the sovereign debt crisis. So, themario Centeno, the socialist Finance then performed a useful social function.
leadership role played by Berlininthe EU Minister of Portugal, who with German All things considered, arising from the
response to Greece should not be viewedupport was elected as President of theGreek crisis, the future of the EU should
uncritically. Eurogroup in December 2017, recently include arethinking of ideological matters
stated: by the community of public represent-
Prejudice against the Southern mem- " . : atives, permanent civil servants and
. We were successful in launching a . .
bers of the Eurozone, especially Greece, Banking Union. But we should recognise professional experts that make up what is
has also been in evidence among the other that the process is not complete. Ourcalled the Brussels elite. Many lessons
States of Northern Europe. Loosely claim to protect taxpayers' money from still need to be learned.
grouped in the modern Hanseatic League, reckless market behaviours needs to be Dave Alvey
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'Requiem for the Croppies'

"The pockets of our greatcoats full of
barley —

No kitchens on the run, no striking camp—

We moved quick and sudden in our own
country.

The priest lay behind ditches with the
tramp.

A people, hardly marching—on the hike—

We found new tactics happening each
day;

We'd cut through reins and rider with the
pike

And stampede cattle into infantry,

Then retreat through hedges where
cavalry must be thrown,

Until, on Vinegar Hill, the fatal conclave.

Terraced thousands died, shaking scythes
at cannon.

The hillside blushed, soaked in our broken
wave.

They buried us without shroud or coffin
And in August the barley grew up out of
the grave."
'Door into the Dark'. Seamus
Heaney. Faber & Faber. London. 1969.

CLarR WiLLs AND
THE SToRY SHE TELLS (PART 3)

In her booKDublin in 1916: The Siege
of the GPO'(Profile Books. London.

When today's commentariat go on aboultis this very important, mostly overlooked,
censorship, it is always the dark day of fact:
Archbishop John Charles McQuaid and
Eamon de Valera but they never allude to
the most brutal censorship that Conor
Cruise O'Brien and the then Government
of (that most 'liberal' ha, ha) Taoiseach
Garret Fitzgerald brought in to keep our
republicaninstincts in check—I remember
it was almost as bad to be called a fellow
traveller—someone who sympathised
with some or all of the aims of the Northern
Republicans.

"Moran shows how different versions
0f1916 have beenretold by an assortment
of Irish dramatists, especially O'Casey,
Yeats and Shaw, but also examines a
range of lesser-known plays, films and
commemorations."

What is quite clear is that 1916 is being
viewed through the lens of drama and
those who write ithotby historians as a
political/historical event.

The Irish Timesdid a review of this
book on Saturday, 12th May 2006 by
Ferdia Mac Anna under the headidg
Faber. London. 20180, compiled by his passionate pageant'. | do not know who

! y this person is, but the blurb at the end

family with a Foreword written by his . )
daughter Catherine Heaney. She Wrotestates that Mac Ann'as a writer, lecturer

: : d musician. His memoir 'The Rocky
that, along with her mother Marie, and an , ) :
brothers Michael and Christopher, they Years' has just been published by Hodder

were carrying out something their father H1€2dline”.

had been contemplating before his sudden The review is flawe(_j by W|se_crack§
death. She writes this of the hundred: an_d an arrogance that_ls off—pu_ttlng. H'.S
o ) attitude to the 50th anniversary in 1966 is
celebrated poeme, as well as athers thafu!l O Mocking asides, even though he
were among his févourites to read and tlaims his father Tomas, a pf°d“"er of
which conjure up that much-missed Plays at the Abbey Theatre, directed the
voice." commemorativépageant'entitledAiséiri
which was staged in Croke Park. He then
moves onto Hugh Leonard's RTE

'Insurrection'and avers that the—

In the last few days it was a lovely
surprise to be given a book by a friend of
'100 Poemd)y Seamus Heaney (Faber &

At number 17 is'Requiem for the
Croppies'
"combination of stage and TV screen

CIairWiIIs'sbookon1916i5,according suddenly made our outlaw history

to a great scholar of that era, a very weak

2009), Wills stated that Seamus Heaneyyyork. But then she isota historian. On

had to give up reading the above poemihe inside jacket back-page, under her

when the Northern Ireland "Troubles"

erupted because otherwise it could be
seen as giving somehow a tacit benediction

to the Provisional IRA and their campaign.
Heaney, who came from Derry, had
already published his first book of poetry
'‘Death of a Naturalisto great acclaim in

1966, and the above poem appeared in his

next bookDoor into the Dark'in 1969.
Surprisingly the latter went on to be re-
printed in 1972, 1991 and 2002—which

for a book of poetry showed what a stun-

ning success it was.
Heaney dedicated it simply'tmy father
and mother!'l was taken aback at Wills's

lovely photo, there is this information:

"Clair Wills is a Professor of lIrish
Literature at Queen Mary University of
London. She has published widely on
Irish Literature and culture, and is the
author of 'Reading Paul Muldoon, (1998)
and 'That Neutral Island’ which won the
PEN Hessell-Tillman Prize for History
2007."

In the February issue of thieish
Political Reviewthere is an acutely attuned
review of The Atlas of the Irish Revolution'
(Part 1) by Dr. Brian Murphy osb. Init, he
very briefly refers to an article in ti¢las
by Clair Wills calledStaging the Easter

assertion that Heaney abandoned recitingqising; in which she concludes that it was

under the heavy cosh of censorship. Andyurphy demolishes this view and | would

Heaney had to walk a very fine line advise anyone interested to read his full
because, as a Northerner in Southermgrticle which can be accessed through

society, he was very much a marked manyww.atholbooks.uk

with the ever beady eyes &Gfhe Irish
Times','The Irish Independent’ et ain
him at all times lest he accidentally or
otherwise trip up.

It Is Time

In 2005, Cork University Press publish-
ed a PhD thesis callé&staging the Easter
Rising: 1916 as Theatreby a post-

graduate student James Moran. In the

original cover notes what is magbeplicit

extremely exciting. Pearse, Connolly,
Plunkett et al seemed like the Magnificent
Seven..."

"Later, whenthe hardcore reality of the
Troubles erupted and men of 1916 became
patriotic icons mainly to diehard
nationalists or Provos, it became less of a
head-wreck to seek role models in the
modern safety zones of rock music and
movie icons. James Moran's book is an
attempt to re-examine and re-evaluate
the 1916 Rising as a theatrical and cultural
event. Most academic books are dry
affairs... Moran though, is an engaging
writer and his original, opinionated and
compelling study makes a terrific read,
despite occasional lapses that betray the
book's origins as a PhD thesis."

Mac Anna goes on to say that Moran—

"offers new interpretations of plays by
Pearse, MacDonagh and Connolly (Under
Which Flag) while re-assessing plays
about the Rising by Yeats and O'Casey
along with several other less familiar
playwrights whose long-forgotten early
works are given anew context. He probes
the origins of Aiséiri-type commemora-
tions (Dev started it) and explores the
reason why 1916's protagonists became
irredeemably mythologized. De Valera's
role comes under severe scrutiny along



with those played by the Fianna Fail European Parliament. He saw the latter
party and the Church.” the very definition of the anti-Christ. Ang
now we have McAleese, former lIris

In other words, the usual suspects—aspyesjdent ofbridge-building” fame and
those in'The lrish TimesSee them and  ponestly it looks for the entire world that
keep reminding us—because Mac Annagpe 1o is infected with Paisleyism. She
goes on to write: snarled that the Catholic Church"an

"For several decades, the legacy of theempire of hate, of misogyny@hd whatever
Rising became a manifestation of the you are having yourself.

more conservative aspects of arepressivé gt think that Mary Kenny, writing in
and unimaginative new state, an Ireland “The Irish Catholic(16th August 2018),

from which we may only now be . .
awakening. MORAN ALSO ARGUES got Mary McAleese exactly right—she i

that the Rising had a sexual agenda_"the ragingriSh motherbutraged onbehalf
[The caps are froffihe Irish Times-lest ~ of her gay son... We admire the tig¢
we have nodded off at this codology!] mother defending her youndgut what, |
“Its mission to proclaim sexual equality ask, is she defending her son against?
ha}s been t;r#shhed. ?‘S',deh by historypag g great job, is thinking of enterin
lonide i e Feng1r0125) 2 naonal ol on bl of FamnaFa
Kilmainham." and is married to his husband—who, I
all accounts, is a very decent young ma
And that is followed by the sly aside He has—it all—as the saying goes,
about two great patriots, which Mac Anna What drives his mother to distraction
wants to put out there®particularly the ~ Could it be her own persontgelings?
sexual orientation of Pearse and Casement",D0es she not protest too much?

I

o7

-

[¢]

There was also another review of And there we are—back to that trop
Moran's book which appeared in thish that the media seemed to think it had ¢
Democrat' Itis by a Sally Richardson for id of—only for themotherto stamp back
the Connolly Association in London. !0 theforeground aremand her rightful
Amongst other things, she reads Moran'sPlace in the scheme of thingsoing back
book as an attempt to reclaim theay 0 Clair Wills, and her 1916 book, | foun
women and feminismiere "effectively myself wondering how hilstory i'tself ha
written out of the Rising, although they been hollowed out, emptied of its balla

had been essential toiShe asserts that— Of fact-finding archival research of docy
ments. Itis one thing to look at a play or

fictional novel and find within something

portrayed women who did not conform Fhat equates with the fqrmer. Our histo
to the ideal of the passive and sexless'S 00 important to fall into the hands d
mother-figure, whose main duty was to Professors of Literature—no matter ho
rear sons to sacrifice for Ireland... An brilliant they are irtheir field. TheIrish

examination of Shaw's 'Saint Joan' Political Reviewhas a sister publicatior
demonstrates that the play is as much(actually one of many) callédsh Foreign

about Irish politics in the early 20th agrairs' Everyissue carries on its masthe
century as it is about French politics of the following words:

the 15th century. The play's gender-
bending heroine is closely connected to
Shaw's involvement in the defence of
another sexual transgressor, Casement."

L2 =
—

"O'Casey's play 'The Plough and the
Stars' undermined heroic myth and

<

"Every nation, if it is to survive as g
nation, must study its own history an
have a foreign policy."

C.J. O'Donnell, 'The Lordship
of the World.' 1924. p.145.
Julianne Herlihy ©

g

One has to ask where they come up
with this sort of stuff. | have never liked
that awful play of O'Casey, and the more
| read about those who are now 7, pe continued
mythologising him and it—the gladder |
am that Orwell well and truly stitched up
O'Casey in his now infamous List.

A Reply To Senator Martin Mansergh On
The Case Of (President) Mary McAleese vs
B. Clifford by Brendan Clifford . 84pp.

But here is a strange thing: inIreland i €12, £8 (postfree)
the last few months, especially with th
announcement of Pope Francis's visit
Ireland, a Northerner has unleashed awa
of invective against the Catholic Church—
and that personage is no less a person tf
Mary McAleese. | remember Rev. lar
Paisley's foam-flecked ranting againg

Pope John Paul 11 when he visited th

h
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olrish Foreign Affairs—is produced quarterly

vé’lt €5, £4. It carries historical analysis and

feviews international events from an Irish

|~ perspective.

an Subscriptions: 4 issues:
Electronic €5 (£4).

t Postal  Euro-zone/World Surface: €16;
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KILLERGRAVES, TWO OF MANY

Menachem Begin,
raw bloody meat he ate

on the altar of the pagan
at Deir Yassin,

the colour red and the smell of blood
on the assassins.

The road out of Palestine forlorn
with the foetus

of the Palestinian still-born.
Irgun Zvai Leumi the slasher,

ethnic cleansing
screaming through his

rotten knashers.
Then before he died

some remembered those terrible deeds
and cried.

Fury drove him beneath the earth
where he lies thinking

of his personal history’s dearth.

Ariel Sharon, with Sabra and Shatila,
he acted strong.
Defence minister for the IDF
he sure had
a killer-fest.
16-18, September, "82
3,000 Palestinians died
in these West Beirut human zoos.
The Christian Phalange
did his dirty deeds.
Their garden of remembrance
now grows weeds.
Then an involuntary rest
for eight long years,
unconscious, bedridden
but never near that sea of salty tears.
Afterwards, the depths of holy ground
while other gods look on
and frown.
14 August, 2018

GAZA ON MY MIND

You thought you were free to think,
to distinguish, to judge,
when on to your mind they erected
a fence
of barbed chain-link,
you thought from the truth
you couldn't be budged
but with this cacophony of tin pots
you lost the knack.
One, or was it two, brave souls launched
their fire-kite, the slingshot, the catapult
at that border
then, from the watchtowers there winged
origami planes to order
as media pulp.
Up to your waist now in it,
apologising, suspending, expelling
those who go near the edge,
when it should be up with your mitts.
While brave Gazans
expire in their prison land-wedge.
1st August, 2018

nd

W.J. Haire
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The Second West Cork History Festival: A Report

The second West Cork History Festival organiser, Simon Kingston. It also thisyear'sdiscussion and distributed some
took place on the weekend of the 17-19thenquired how members could participate four items of material to people attending
August. The Aubane Historical Society in the organising Committee. But all the event. This included the following
(AHS) participated as part of the audienceattempts to assist were ignored. leaflet. None of our efforts to contribute
lastyear and subsequently suggested topics were welcome to Mr. Kingston who

and speakers for this year's event to the However, we wanted to contribute to vociferously objected to our efforts.

1918: "The Eventful Year and its Consequences"

This is a theme that runs through this year's West Cork History Festival but some major aspects
of the events of that year are not included.

1918! The year when the Great War did not end.

1918! The year when Ireland voted by democratic election for the establishment of an independent Irish Government but did nr getit

1918! The year when the Ulster Unionist Party voted for Six County exclusion from the Irish Home Rule Act, without ti@obli
to conduct a subordinate Six County Governmentin which itwould have to govern Catholics, outside the medium of
democratic politics, and did not get it.

1918! The year when John Redmond died, leaving a trail of death behind him, and bequeathing a political shambles to his hq

The Great War did not end on November Eleventh 1918. The fighting stopped but a one-sided killing by other means ca
into 1919, and was actually intensified. The starvation blockade of Germany by the Royal Navy was extended by now h&avin
to the Baltic: German trade with Scandinavia was blocked, and death by starvation under the supervision of the British Ocg

at
British

irs.
ntinuel
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continued until 28th June 1919, when a weak, conciliatory German Government signed a false confession of War Guilt in the nam

of the German people, absolving Britain of responsibility for the War it declared on August 4th 1914, and laying the gro
which Nazism developed. The German Government made this false confession in order to get food for its people, but th
deep fund of resentment along with it.

What did thdrish Timeshave to say about this souped-up exercise in Souperism? What did John Redmond's colleague
time on their hands after the Election, have to say about those final fruits of their warmongering?

nd on
ey got

s, with

Germany was taught a lesson about the vindictive use of absolute power during those final months of the Great War, fron

November 1918 to June. It was Hitler who learned it.

*

1918!': the year when the British State adopted a democratic Parliamentary franchise, four years into the Great Waatyr de
and the Rights of Nations to Self-Determination. Ireland voted democratically, by a 75% majority, to determine itself
independent state.

Imocr
as an

The new, democratic British Parliament took no heed of this Irish act of self-determination. It authorised its Governnment to

continue governing Ireland against the clearly expressed will of the Irish populace. The Irish democracy was governigd Im|
by the democratic British Government in punishment for voting wrong in the Election. The British Prime Minister then exp
that the national self-determination for which Britain had fought the Great War had applied only to peoples in the enemy
and thatifthe Irish had been paying attention they would have understood this, and would not have behaved foolisgityianthe §

*

1918: The Ulster Unionist Party contested the Election on a programme of Six County exclusion from the Home Rule Ac
the Six Counties being governed as an integral part of the British state. It explained that separation from the 26 @ddintig
remove the need for separate Irish legislation and separate Irish institutions. These had been adopted in the golanding
after the Act of Union because the greater part of Ireland was substantially different in its economic life and its satél ch
from the rest of Britain.

But the Six Counties were of a kind economically and with the rest of Britain. They would not need separate ecq
legislation, and did not want it. They wanted to be treated simply as part of the British state and society.

perial
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The Westminster Parliament took no heed. When it introduced legislation for Partition, it did so establishing suboidinate

regional government for the Six Counties and calling it Nortlretand. The Ulster Unionist Party protested that it did not wan
a separate Government in which it would have to govern a Catholic minority. It wanted British government to whicli
Protestants and Catholics would be subject. Westminster said it could only have Partition if it agreed to operate aatévetaed
Ireland Government. The Ulster Unionists therefore agreed to operate the Northern Ireland system which they did not

The British political parties then decided that they would boycott Northern Ireland—would not organise there or ¢
elections there. The place was made a little hot-house, excluded from essential institutions of the British statelbastaibitse
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and therefore without the potential to generate a democratic politics of its own. All the major British social reformtocanre in
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Northern Ireland from the outside, through the British apparatus of state which always existed behind the Northern Irel
house and enabled it to exist.

Excluded from British politics, but provided for by British politics, there was no constructive work for the Ulster Uni
majority to do, except win every Election in order to remieamnectedWwith Britain, and keep the Nationalist minority in orde
by intimate policing.

It took almost half a century for this aggravating system divided by Whitehall to produce a War.

*

1918. John Redmond died. He was pre-deceased by about 50,000 Irishmen whom he had urged to their death. He |

and hot

DNist

ft behi

him a Party in tatters. He had destroyed it by committing it, without an electoral mandate, and even without consultation, tc

Britain's war on Germany.

If he had not done this, there would have been no 1916 Rising. The Rising was provoked, and made possible, by R
demagogic war-recruiting.

If he had sought an electoral mandate for Nationalist participation in the war on Germany, the course of Irish history

pdmon

would

have been very different. It was within his power to do this. He was the Home Rule Prime Minister-in-waiting. He might have

stood down his 80 MPs and had them re-fight their seats on a war policy in a Home Rule Election. If he had won, the €
could not later have reneged on what they had voted for. And itthere had, nevertheless, been an attempt at Repulclicam) In
it would have been clearly undemocratic, and would have been a treasonable act against Home Rule Ireland rather th
the Imperial Power.

Itwas all very well for the British Parties to go to war without a specific electoral mandate. In British politics—lofighestab
Imperial politics—there is always an assumed mandate for war. But in Nationalist Ireland there was no semblance ¢
mandate.

If, in August 1914, there was any assumed mandate, it was for Neutrality. And Neutrality would have maintained p
Ireland.

Redmond had responsibility for the scale of Irish casualties in Britain's war on Germany, and later on Turkey. He 4
responsibility for the 1916 Insurrection, which would not have happened but for his War policy. He brought about de
destruction and left the party he inherited from Parnell in ruins. But he is honoured by many today for the reasonvés f
can discover a reason for it) that he was not a member of the Provisional IRA.

But that won't pass muster. He had the opportunity in 1916 to implement Home Rule with Six County Partition, but
the ruling of the Ulster Catholic community by the Ulster Protestant community in a subordinate system of government th
do nothing but aggravate their antagonistic relationship.

The British Government responded to the 1916 Insurrection by trying to arrange for the implementation of the Home R
It held meetings with the leaders of the Ulster Unionist movement ad also with the leaders of the Home Rule Party. THh
Unionists withdrew their objection to Home Rule in principle on the condition that they were excluded from it and remai
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integral part of the British political system. And they reduced their exclusion demand from the Province of Ulster to the Six

Counties—consigning the other three Counties to the Home Rule system.

The Agreement was proclaimed by the Home Rule Party to be a Treaty which settled the question, with the exclusi¢n of th

Six Counties for a limited period, after which the Six Counties would come under the Home Rule Government. The
Unionists then denied that they had agreed that exclusion should be for a limited period. Their understanding wasdhat §
had no term of years put on it.

The Agreement had not been made by direct negotiations between the Ulster Unionists and the Home Rule Party.
negotiated separately with the Government, and it seems that the Government achieved an agreement for immediate H
with Partition without dwelling on the remote future.
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When, under Home Rule provocation, the Ulster Unionists, encouraged by some Southern Unionists, clarified that fhey ha

to come under Home Rule government after a few years, the Home Rule Party claimed that the Agreement had been

It is not credible that Redmond should have believed, in the light of all that had been going on since 1912, that th
Unionists had agreed to what in 1914 they had describedsantence of death with a stay of execution for six ye#ust he

broker

E Ulste

must have known, if he had any practical political sense at all, that, if a 26 County Partition Government was put into ¢ffect

1916, and became an accomplished fact, the Ulster Unionists—having been relieved of the pressure of the Irish Ques
number of years, and having experienced political life without it, would not have withdrawn themselves from the British
and placed themselves under the Redmondism which they had raised a Volunteer Army to resist.

But Redmond did not act to seize the Agreement that was on offer. He let the course of events be decided by the
nationalism in Ulster, Joseph Devlin, and others who would not agree to Partition without a time limit. And 'the Party' &
open to the criticism of both having agreed to Partition and of having reneged on its agreement.

Itis pleaded in support of Redmond's conduct that he was not really the Leader of the Party at all: that he was ordya (
who held the various factions together by conciliating them by blurring contentious issues. If that is true, then thatpsais
now being lavished on him is undeserved.
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And it is true—with one exception: the 1914 War. On his seat in the Commons, in response to the War speech by the Foreic

Secretary, and without consulting his colleagues, he acted as Leader—committing the Party to the War, and acting
to infect the country with war fever.

He was not there when the country swept away his Party in December 1918. His colleagues who were there rejected
of the Irish electorate no less than the British Government did.

They refused to participate in the Irish Parliament. The handful of MPs that survived the Election, saturated with
fervour by then, preferred to traipse back to Westminster and play their part in the mess it was making of the world

There is no reason to suppose that Redmond would have done otherwise.

*

1918. The Election. A watershed in the actual history of Ireland. A blank space in the academic history of Ireland a|
Festival.
Aubane Historical Society
August 2018

fHecisive
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of the Festival, the legacy of 1918, and it
probably reflects the views of many
speakers asitrefers favourably to anumber
of them. He says: wider European perspective_" The AUXieS, Tans and the RIC algell'

The papers presented last year, and thigrror that achieves more success than yauth the Palestinians who are facing

goday:

an exceptionalist approach—and we cannot monarch who we rejected.”
appreciate what is truly unique without a

the

year, do not appear to be available. Thecan cope with—which is what happened tonly colonial attempt at conquest today.
only one that has been made public is thaBritain in Ireland and elsewhere.
from Michedal Martin, which appeared as

apress release fromthe Fianna Fail leader,

headed ‘Lessons of 1918are Unfortunately ~ "The case of seeing our revolution as™==, think we should be proud that
i i art of a much wider stream of events in

Still Very Relevahtit deals with the theme Europe s simply Unanswerable. We miss honour those who founded this state as

alot when we look at Irish history through ~ Well as those who fell in the service of a

But Martin went on the propose a truly
The Fianna Fail leader goes on: exceptional role for Ireland in the world

we

"Eunan O'Halpin, already firmly in the service of a monarch we rejectexty

established as one of ourmostchallenging  But Irelandwasexceptional in Europe. they should all be equally honoured from
thinkers about the Irish Revolution, will Europe consisted of Imperial and colonidlhe perspective of the Irish state—those
examine events of 1918 through the nowers that were wrecked by WWI. Therdhat fought for its establishment and those

easy peasy to put down the cheeky Irish
who wanted independence in the face of

all this power. Itwas not an error on the Celebrating Cork Past Exhibition 2018
part of the British to try to put them down.

But they failed. Failure is failure and not Saturday September 29th—10.00-4.00 p.m.
an error. If one can foretell the future, ’
there would be no errors or failures—but

then there would be no history. We might
all as well not get out of bed. War of Independence.

perspective of the behaviour of the British | o< g gther national uprising against thed#ho fought to prevent it?
government—and in particular the

catalogue of errors which defined its :
behaviqour in that year." was the breakdown of European states atépuld suggest such a thing?

Powers within Europe. Thetfeam ofevents'  What other potential leader of a state

the resu|ting social chaos caused by the Irish jokes are not dead while Micheal is

What errors exactly? Britain had gy jreland was exceptional asritywanted around.

succeeded in its main objective, the destrucynat it had wanted for generatioasnational
tion of Germany through enticing America. jngependence—not finding new-fangled Butitis anotion thatfits in perfectly with

to get involved and win the war for it. It \yays to organise society. Itwas, and is, ttbe theme of the West Cork History Festival,
dominated the Versailles Conference andqn|y non-colonial state in Western EuropeRast, present and possibly future.

got America out of Europe. It prevented Hence, for example, the natural empathy
France from becoming the dominant power

in Europe, thereby maintaining the good old
Balance of Power to activate again when
necessary. It had seen off the Ottoman 1 1 1

Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire and Au ba ne H I Sto rl ca I Soc I ety
the Russian Empire. It dominated the world

as never before. Some error! If this was Regders are welcome to our book stand

achieved with errors what would have been

achieved with no errors? at the

In the face of this it must have seemed 10th Annual
Family Heritage Festival

Books, Pamphlets on Cork History, Labour History and

The British had the problems of over- Pat Maloney: 021 4 676 029
Kickkiokiokickkiokikkiokiikickiikikickiikikkikikkick

success in 1918 and it is hard to avoid an

Jack Lane



Lemass, 'The Devil's Era'
And The Economic War

"Citizens of the Republic, Jewish
History in Ireland"was the title of an
essay-in-review carried online Bublin
Review of BooksSummer 2007. Among
the books | reviewed wer&erman-
speaking Exiles in Ireland 1933-1945,
edited by Gisela Holfter (2006), with

edited by that paper's own Ronan Mc
Greevy. The latter proceeded to conclude
from his own reading of the tapes:

"The stereotype of de Valera as the
romantic dreamer and Lemass as the
’ bustling pragmatist are not that far
removed from Lemass's own observations
as to how their relationship worked."

Lemass, Part 2

sive work, Ireland: A New Economic

History 1780-1930itis O Gradawhohas ~ In my own article on Lemass in the
in fact shown how, at 199,000 in 1936, June issue ofrish Political Review |
total industrial employment had reached apointed out:

levelthatwas as much as 26 percentabove  "But the tapes, in fact, undermine

its 1926 level of 157,000, notwithstanding
the Great Depression afflicting capitalist

particular reference to the essay "Policy economies world wide. Total employment
and Public Opinion Towards Refugees in those industries enjoying tariff protec

McGreevy's stereotype. | have long been
inclined to view the Dev/Lemass working
relationship and leadership as having been
not that dissimilar to that of the Mao/

1933-1945", by Siobh&n O'Conndewish
Ireland in the Age of Joyce: A Socio-
economic Historyby Cormac O Grada
(2006); andublin's Little Jerusalenhy
Nick Harris (2002). As | put it at the time:

tion expanded from 45,000 in 1932 to Chou partnership in China.

80,000 in 1939 and to 89,000 in 1947. | quoted from the transcripts them-
Employmentin the clothing industry alone selves, and concluded"l have been
expanded from 9,000 in 1932 to 21,000 in content to let Lemass speak for himself in
1939 and to 24,000 in 1947. this article. But beyond highlighting some

Siobhan O'Connor's essay proceeds to In hislatestwork O Grada demonstratesof the contradictions present in his own
set Irish refugee policy of the 1930s in a how the Jewish community particularly self-assessment, there are other caveats

wider European framework:

"It is in this context that the 1935
Aliens Act was created... As de Valera

pointed out to the Seanad, 'most modern

states... reserve rights for the control of
citizens'. Thiswas very true. As the period

1933-1940 progressed most European
States were implementing ever stricter

criteria before allowing aliens across their
borders. In Denmark those who looked

thrived during that same period of de that need to be explored in a further
Valera's economic nationalism: article."
"The Jewish community maintained ) S
its numbers in the interwar period, when  This present article is indebted to the
the population of the country as a whole 2011 biography by Bryce Evan§ean
continued to decline... The attractions of Lemass, Democratic DictatorThis
setting up a business in an ever morepritish historian took on tHeonventional
protectionistIrish Free State wereincreas-yisdom"of Irish academic historians and

ing. The post-1932 tariff regime even . . - -
pr%mptedpthe immigration fr%m ACrOSS journalists alike. He pugnaciously argued:

like or confessed to being Jewish were
denied entry. In the Netherlands those
with no passport and no means were
denied entry. In Czechoslovakia and
Luxembourg Jewish refugees were not
permitted to cross the borders: they had
to return to Germany. No country dared
be seen as an easy target for fear of the
always anticipated 'influx’ of refugees

assumed to be waiting to descend on and
take advantage of a liberal approach to

the Irish Sea of some 'tariff Jews', as they
were known in the Jewish community."

With regard to the clothing sector in

particular, O Grada further writes:

"The protectionist tariff regime intro-
duced by the Fianna Fail party, which
ruled uninterruptedly between 1932 and
1948, was a boon to clothing manufactur-
ers, and Jewish immigrants with tailoring

them".

And what of the circumstances of the
Irish Jewish community itself? Itisindeed
a pity that a very informative essay like
O'Connor's had to open with the following
gratuitous piece of 'scene-setting':

"1933 was the year when both Adolf

Hitler in Germany and Eamon de Valera
in Ireland asserted their personal

skills capitalised.”

As Little Jerusalem's own Nick Harris
recalls:

"When | was setting up in the early
1940s it was a boom time in the clothing

business. The clothing trade was protected

fromimports, and Jewish firms dominated
it by as much as 75 percent".

At the end of the day, for the Jewish

authority. Atthe beginning of this period generation that actually lived through it, it

Joyce in jest referred to the coming times ;
as being the Devil's Era—a play on the

letters and sound of de Valera... In his
attempts to dismantle the Treaty he

brought Ireland into a period of economic fact remembered with such affection. See

stagnation."

While the term "economic stagnation”

is an appropriate description of the Ireland

is not so much O Graddage of Joyce"
but what Joyce himself mockingly
designated a%he Devil's Era’ that is in

http://www.drb.ie/essays/citizens-of-the-
republic-jewish-history-in-Ireland for the
full essay.

of the 1950s, the very opposite is the case On June 2nd last, thiish Times

in respect of the de Valera/Lemass recordpublished transcripts of a selection of taped
during the 1930s. In his 1994 comprehen-interviews given by Sean Lemassin 1969,

"Lemass is acknowledged as an extra-
ordinary historical figure. He held key
ministerial appointments in every one of
de Valera's administrations from 1932
onwards, went on to become Tanaiste
and, between 1959 and 1966, Taoiseach.
He orchestrated two critical economic
transitions in twentieth-century Irish
history: the construction, and dismantling,
of protectionism... ‘Lemassiography' is
at times cloying, but his qualities shine
through in any work dedicated to him,
and this book is no exception. Itwould be
trite, however, to ignore a major factor in
Lemass's enduring popularity: his place
in the politics of memory or, to put it
plainly, the use and abuse of Lemass's
name by Ireland's elite... During the Belle
Epoque ofthe Celtic Tiger boom, a period
overseen by Ahern and Cowen, Fianna
Fail projected itself as the spearhead of
national progress. This 'modern Ireland’,
much like anewly emergent state, needed
a creation myth. De Valera, the post-
independence colossus of party and
nation, was increasingly seen as peculiar
and twee, 'de Valera's Ireland' grim and
anti-materialistic... Lemass, however,
fitted the bill. In the popular imagination
he came to be contrasted with his close
political ally, de Valera, and his son-in-
law, Haughey. Lemass was invoked as
the embodiment of the march of progress,
a visionary free trader who kick-started
progressive, cosmopolitan, secular,
neoliberal Ireland..."
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"Tothe historian, the darker arts deploy-
ed in the game should naturally demand
attention. But when it comes to Lemass an
entire generation of Ireland's historians
have neglected them for atasty dichotomy.
De Valera, we are told, stood for an Ireland
'pious, disciplined and folksy', 'a real-life
version of 'The Quiet Man''. (Tom Garvin,
'Preventing the Future', 2004). Dev's
Ireland was 'a few comely maidens and the
occasional athletic youth', full of asexual
mothers of ten nodding approvingly, 'not
an impure thought or an orgasm in sight'.
(Tim Pat Coogan, 'De Valera: Long Fellow,
Long Shadow', 1993). Lemass's Ireland
was, by contrast, radical and modernising
and 'promised at long last to banish to the
rubbish dump of history the wailing of
Kathleen Ni Houlihan, the champion
whiner of the western world, the princess
of the begging bowl'. (JJ Lee, 'lIreland
1945-70', 1979). The construction of this
gulf between two men who had worked
alongside each other for the best part of
forty years involved a considerable amount
of airbrushing, particularly of Lemass's
career before he became Taoiseachin 1959
Most historians now recognise that the
'Age of de Valera' interpretation inhibited
a fuller understanding of Ireland in the last
century. The same cannot be said for its
corollary, the 'Age of Lemass', which is
loosely applied to pre-Troubles, Swinging-
Sixties Ireland and remains popular with
Irish historians."

"Recentworks celebrating Lemass, most
prominently Tom Garvin's 2009 biography
(‘Judging Lemass'), have clung dear to a
‘Whig history' of the man, in which a
narrative of progress and development
obscures other considerations... The thrust
ofthese books resembles all too closely and
uncritically the upbeat tone of ‘Lifting the
Green Curtains', the famous 1963 'Time'
magazine (USA) piece on Ireland: 'The
nation is at last facing up to its future... The
nation's new mood is that of Sean Lemass
who four years ago succeeded Eamon as
Taoiseach (Prime Minister)... The two men
could not be more dissimilar. 'Dev', the
aloof, magnetic revolutionary with a
martyr's face and a mystic's mind, was the
sort of leader whom the Irish have adored in
every age. Lemass, a reticent, pragmatic
planner ... is by temperament and ancestry
more Gallic than Gaelic, and represents a
wholly new species of leadership for Ireland.
In de Valera's shadow, the new Taoiseach

to resort to ahistorical post hoc, ergo hoc
reasoning when looking at Lemass's life prior
to his reforms as Taoiseach. And this, in turn,
begatthe intellectual laziness of hero worship...

than by large Irish-based businesses which
favoured free trade and easy access to the
British market. By contrast Lemass and
Fianna Fail stuck more faithfully to the

This book ... seeks to balance the scales... andporiginal Sinn Fein economic formula. In

most importantly, to explode Tom Garvin's
contention that Lemass was a ‘cultural
revolutionary'. It highlights the condescen-
sion inherent in the tendency to look
nostalgically to the Fianna Fail 'golden

age'...(pp 1-5).

"Shortly after assuming office (as Minister
for Industry and Commerce) in March 1932

line with this policy Lemass proposed

replacing the Tariff Commission. This body

investigated applications for the protection
of industries referred to by the (Cumann na
nGaedheal) Minister for Finance (Ernest
Blythe). Lemass wanted a more intervention-
ist alternative. He envisaged a body which
would be able toimpose wholesale protection
on sectors of economy that required it. If

Lemass... (had as) his new departmental secrebusinesses objected they could be overruled.

tary John Leydon... a quiet man who has
consistently been overlooked by the Lemass-
iography, which instead concentrates on the
later influence upon Lemass of another top
civil servant, T K Whitaker. Leydon ... was a

This radical idea dismissed the selfish vested
interests of large so-called manufacturers
who were in fact importers who stood to
gain from the absence of tariffs. It also went
against the strong anti-tariff lobbying of

pious man who had considered entering the companies like Guinness and Jacob's.
priesthood... But he was also the dedicated Instead, the national interest would come

civil servant... Tellingly reverting to military
terminology, Lemass said of Leydon (in
1969): 'no minister could ever have a better
chief of staff'... Lemass was Taoiseach for
.justseven of his forty-six years as a politician.
And yet the vast majority of literature on
Lemass concerns his performance in this
figurehead role... which has much to do with
his ownership by T K Whitaker, to whom

first" (p 55).

“In March 1932, Fianna Fail entered
power... Lemass [was] in the all-important
post post of Minister for Industry and
Commerce... His party's appeal was based
around the assertion of greater sovereignty;
radical agrarianism and self-sufficiency;
industrial development and employment;

everyone goes to talk about Lemass. This hasand the revival of Irish culture... Fianna Fail
obscured the influence of John Leydon rejected the old economic order of the liberal

Lemass's lieutenant for the best part of three

market economy... When he took over at

decades before Whitaker. Leydon was Industry and Commerce the departmentwas

described by Todd Andrews as ‘the greatest N0t ‘@llimportant'... De Valera had given the
public servant of our time' and 'the crutch on critical Finance portfolio to Lemass's rival,

which Lemass leaned'. And Leydon's scrup-
ulous professionalism as a civil servant ensur-
ed he attributed all his achievementsdamass
exclusively. Similarly, the Lemasde Valera

Sean MacEntee... (there being) one persistent
difference: Lemass wanted to stimulate
growth by spending money whereas,
frequently. MacEntee wanted to save it...

relationship was much closer than conveyed Lémass'srapidly emerging MacEntee nausea
in the Lemassiography. ‘The whole of our Was assuaged... when he saw his staunchly
political and social activity is based on the protectionist 1929 document realised... The

knowledge that mankind has a spiritual
destiny... more important than factories,
power stations and material wealth.' These
were the words of Lemass, not of de Valera,
speaking in in 1952... Lemass followed his
chief's lead, and occasionally his turn of
phrase, for most of his political life. Theirs
was a relationship based not only on loyalty
but also shared aspiration... Garvin has little
time for either the idealism of the old Ireland
or the commerce-driven authoritarian bureau-
cracies of the new Ireland. But in reality,
Lemass's footprints are perceptible in both of
these camps" (pp 74 and 261-2).

Control of Manufactures Act passed on 8
June 1932... The following month... Lemass
successfully subverted the Tariff Commis-
sion. On 15 July 1932 the Emergency
Imposition of Duties Bill was passed,
assertinghis power to impose tariffs by
order over the commission's... Lemass was
absent from the Dail on the day the Bill was
passed. On the same day Britain imposed
tariffs on Irish produce in retaliation for the
Irish refusal to pay the land annuities. At the
time Lemass was en route to an imperial
trade conference in Ottawa, Canada..
Agonisingly for Lemass, the Economic War
had begun without him... Several issues

(pronounced tea-shook) has labored single- rom the outset of the party's formation in became crystallised in his head. Retaliatory

mindedly for decades to break the vicioui
circle of declining living standards and_:
dwindling population that threatenedEI
Ireland's very survival as a nation'. Thdo
celebration of Lemass as the father of boorf!
Ireland started around this time and is
epitomised by Garvin's much later book
which, fittingly, was composed as the Celtic
Tiger was starting to limp. To a number of
influential commentators in between, the
influx of foreign capital into Ireland was a
sort of deus ex machina which resolved all
the country's problems. Lemass'sroleinthe
process led to a tendency among historians

926, and particularly after entering DAil

reannin 1927, de Valera left it to Lemass to
rmulate and articulate Fianna Fail's econo-
ic policy. Evans related:

"He became a trenchant advocate of the
protection of Irish business from foreign
competition. Tariff protection was a well-
established nationalist policy ... and it was
also the policy of Arthur Griffith, the original
founder of Sinn Fein. Griffith had signed the
Anglo-Irish Treaty, but died shortly thereafter.
In power the pro-Treaty party, Cumann na
nGaedheal, was less influenced by Griffith

duties on British imports would only hurt
Irish consumers. Instead the Irish state should
exercise 'wide powers'on alarger scale... He
hurriedly composed a letter (15 July 1932)
to de Valera: 'We received by wireless the
news of the 20% ad valorem duties to be
imposed on Free State produce exported to
Britain... | think that the present situation, if
rightly handled, can prove gfermanent
benefit to the Free State if our people are
prepared to stick out the transition stage...
The situation calls for wide powers of action
and movement in the hands of Government
and... you should consider whether any



special action is necessary to secure that

decisions will not be delayed by keeping
to the usual formal procedure in the
Department of Finance...' Lemass could
content himself that with the change of

government had come an unprecedented

diminution in the influence of the
Department of Finance. Amazingly, de
Valera omitted MacEntee, his Minister
for Finance, from the government's
Economic Committee, formed in May
1932. Lemass was a member of this

body... MacEntee may have sunk many
of Lemass's progressive proposals, but

encouraged the imposition of duties (21
June 1932) because he expected them to
improve W T Cosgrave's electoral chances
overde Valera's... Throughout the Econo-
mic War, Thomas's communications with
the British cabinet left them in no doubt
that the Dominions Office regarded
Cumann na nGaedheal as 'loyalists' and
Fianna Fail as dangerous radicals.
Running a hostile eye over the Irish
cabinet, Thomas discerned a united front
under de Valera..." (p 79).

In November 1934, he drew up another

he was less successful than his Cumanr}nemo claiming that Fianna Faitisleal

na nGaedheal predecessor Ernest Blytheofaself-sufficing communitiiad become

in vetoing spending. This was in large

part due to Lemass and Leydon's energycOmPplicated by the Economic War:

and ruthlessness. This ambitious duo and

their officials were more active than their

predecessors in meeting with capitalists
keen to start up factories and frequently

outmanoeuvred Finance. Industry and
Commerce used the Emergency
Imposition of Duties Act to its own

interest. To Finance's chagrin, the
department often commissioned the
parliamentary draftsman to draft a new
order before referring the proposal to
Finance,,which could be left with only
one day to respond. In this rapidly

escalating greatgame, Leydon'sinfluence

"Thomas correctly identified the
hostility of sections of the nascent Irish
bourgeoisie to outside competition, but
overstated Lemass's Anglophobic pre-
judice. In the climate of Irish-Irelandism
and insular economics, it is refreshing to
note that Lemass did not adhere wholesale
to the almost hysterical antipathy towards
‘aliens' in 1930s' Ireland. In 1933, for
example, Lemass granted a licence to
manufacture clothes to Hyman Jacobo-
vitch... a British Jew..." (p 89).

Evans, however, failed to record that it

on blunting Finance was decisive” (pp was nd'insular" Irish-lIrelander who was

71-76 and 85).

Itwas atthe July 1932 Imperial Confer-

ence that Lemass would encounter Jimmy

Thomas, recently expelled from Britain's
National Union of Railwaymen, of which

he had been General Secretary (1916-31)

for splitting from the Labour Party to form
"National Labour" with Ramsay Mac
Donald and joining his "National" Coali-
tion Government with the Tories. Evans

related an accountgiven by Lemass during

the 1933 election campaign:

"Lemass claimed that when in Canada

the British Secretary of State for Domin-
ion Affairs, James H Thomas, had sidled
up to him and told him that he expected
civil war to break out afresh in Ireland.
Lemass inferred that the British were

engineering a coup and accused Thomas

of 'economic Black-and-Tannery'.

Cumann na nGaedheal, he claimed, were

doing the work of the British for them
and were ultimately responsible for the

Economic War. ('The Irish Press', January
9and 12, 1933)... Lemass may have been

bluffing, but there is evidence elsewhere
that the British were attempting agent
provocateur tactics in Ireland. Thomas

leading the pack in tHalmost hysterical
antipathy towards ‘'aliens' in 1930s
Ireland”, but the pro-British and anti-
emitic Fine Gael Blueshirt, James Dillon.
In vain did Lemass respond with the
guestiort'if you have no clothing industry
here, to whom are the woollen mills going
to sell their cloth?"when James Dillon
ranted and railed in the DAil on 27th
October 1937:

"Any fly-by-night from Czechoslova-
kia, Great Britain or Yugoslavia can come
here, provided he has got a name you
cannot get your mouth around, and he
will be nurtured and cherished by this
Government, to the detriment and the
ultimate destruction of people who were
engaged inindustry in this country before
de Valera was heard of... (and) worth
more than all the new industries, establish-
ed by gentlemen with unpronounceable
names, put together... | should like to
have a list of the manufacturers of ladies’
clothes inthis country. | should like to get
their names and | should like the Minister
totry to pronounce them. He would choke
before he would get through the list."

But to return to the Evans biography:

had anticipated (in February 1932) Fiannaone can infer from the book's pejorative
Fail's 1932 election victory and viewed syptitle itself,Democratic Dictator, that
their election promises with alarm. He |t is far from being a hagiography. Evans
was determined to let de Valera make theContinued with the followingon the one

first move in souring relations and L
precipitating economic warfare. When it hand, on the other handtitical assess-

came, with the default on the land Mment of Lemass:
annuities, Thomas had recommended to
the British cabinet (23 March 1932) that

their response be 'no less emphatic'. He

made at the company's headquarters in
Britain. These included the confectionary
firms Cadbury and Fry, the flour-milling
business Rank, and the rubber manufac-
turers Dunlop. Lemass addressed native
manufacturers' concerns by his subjection
of foreign firms to his instruction in key
areas such as size, location and labour
force. In this regard, and in line with
party policy, Lemass was committed to
the geographical dispersal of factories.
Contrary to popular opinion, de Valera
was ‘all for industrialisation'... His
Anglocentrism aside, Thomas had come
close to hitting on the raw nerve of
protectionism: the lack of Irish capital,
economies of scale, and know-how. As
Lemass later conceded. (‘'The Irish Press',
24 January 1969), the biggest obstacle to
national industrial development was a
lack of technical expertise inthe country...
In 1937 Lemass defended his policies:
'Industrial progress has been so rapid in
the last few years that mistakes were
nearly inevitable, but | do not admit they
were either numerous or serious. During
that time, | acted on the principle that the
only way to avert mistakes was to do
nothing. As | did notintend to do nothing,

| discounted the mistakes in advance.'
(‘'The Irish Times', 11 May 1937). The
'‘Hobson's Choice' that Lemass conveyed
displayed the zero-sum mentality of a
gambler. Yes, Ireland needed to indust-
rialise. But... whatwas noticeably missing
from Lemass's efforts was any clear
economic strategy beyond industrialisa-
tion and employment under native
ownership... The lack of a national
shipping line, leaving Irish exports at the
mercy of the British when the Second
World War came, would prove a major
oversight... The hardest truth of the
Economic War was that a cessation in
trade between Ireland and her largest
market was causing living standards to
decline and aggravating emigration...
Something had to give. Quietly, the
government sought out negotiations with
the British. In 1935 the two countries
agreed a series of Coal-Cattle pacts. The
tariff war began to ease thereatfter... With
European war looming, the imperative to
normalise trade relations with Britain
became even more pressing. On 15
January 1938 Lemass and Leydon left
for talks with their British opposite
numbers in London... accompanied by
de Valera, Ryan, MacEntee, and their
departmental secretaries... On 23 April
1938 the trade delegation left for the
fourth and final time. Two days later the
Anglo-Irish Agreement was signed.
Lemass had missed the start of the
Economic War, but he was ever-present
for its lengthy denouement" (pp 89-93).

Butwhose living standards had declined

due to the Economic War? In his 1994
book,Ireland: A New Economic History
"He let big British companies set up 1780-1939 Cormac O Grada had been

operations with a few Irish directors on quite specific:Though those worst affect
them, aware that the real decisions wereed were a minority of strong farmers (never
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noted for their support of Fianna Fail), all long-standing patronage network disposed to suspect the worst.

(‘all' in italics) farmers were affectedp between the party and building merchants.

416). Switching to an ‘on the other hand' Nﬁverthefless it represented a marked gt growder over-played his hand. To

mode, Evans himself proceeded to show gogig?zroﬁgoﬁg?ssgg-tgg Inaction boost his campaign, he recruited to his

who did benefit: ' cause the dissident Russian film-maker

"In the 1930s Lemass played a leading ~BUt @S the'Devil's Era” of the 1930s| - Andrei Nekrasov who has a track record

role in meeting what he called the ‘dual drew to a close, Ireland faced into stfll of opposition to Putin. Nekrasov took on
purpose' of providing housing and greater threats and dangers. In his secnghe job in good faith. But, as the filming
employment during the economic slump. book, 'Ireland during the Second World progressed, he noticed troubling dis-
The Economic War actually brought War: Farewell to Plato's Caveg2014), | crepancies and sleight of hand in Browder's

prosperity to Ireland’s urban centres, Bryce Evans further wrote: story.
where cheaper food and better job pros- "Unf v i h ith When he sought explanation from
pects won Fianna Fail much working- Unfortunately, it seems that neithgr g p

class supports. The meanness of social Lemassnor Leydon foresaw the extentjof Browder, he got the brush-off. And, when

spending under W T Cosgrave's govern-  the British trade squeeze of early 194il. he dug deeper, Browder's story completely
ments meant Fianna Fail was almost Britain's pursuit ofeconomic warfare| ynravelled. The truth was the opposite of
obliged to expand welfare legislation ~ Was clearly signalled: between 1939 and\, bt growder alleged.

whenin power. Duringthe 1030sLemass 1945, there was an entire Whitehll g 0\ 4o genounced Nekrasov's film

championed old age pensions, unemploy-  Ministry devoted to just that... In Jung , ) : "
ment F;ssistance gwiF()jows‘ and orprl?anys‘ 1940, France fell to Nazi Germany. This ("The Magnitsy Act: Behind the Scenjes

pensions, and a mass house-building Pivotal geopolitical event prompte and condemned Nekrasov as a Putin
programme. (How we so urgently need  Britain to resume Economic War with stooge. He accomplished the considerable
one now'—MO'R). In Lemass's own  renewedvigourthroughthe trade squegqzefeat of preventing public access to Nekra-
words, 'no housing had been built at all  ©f 1941. This move spelt economic goy's film.

by the CumannnanGaedheal government  disaster for an island nation heavily £, fime to time the film surfaces in
and the slum situation in Dublin and all dependent on its bigger neighbour for .. o0+ jocations of the internet, only to
over the country was appalling. The trade” (pp 38 and 179). be quickl d on leqal d
house-building programme of Fianna Fail Manus O'Riordan quickly removed on fegal grounds.
in the 1930s was closely linked with the !

establishment of what would become a To Be Continued But, if Browder's story is true, Nekra-
sov's version could be easily discredited

and Browder would emerge all the
stronger.
For instance, Nekrasov's film places

William BrOWder’ Andrei Nekrasov, original Russian documents side-by-side
and the New Cold War with Browder's English translations and

o ) ) _ ~ claims that Browder reversed the original
Earl Browder was leader of the Ameri- imagine the scale of looting against which meaning of the documents.

can Communist Party i|_"| the 19305 ar_1dataxof230 million d_oIIarswas chargeable!)_ So, if Nekrasov is the one why is lying,
'40s, and ran _for President twice. His quwder‘s RL_IS_Slan accountant, Se_rgelit would be simple to debunk this part of
gran_dson W|II|_am Browder plgyed a Magm_tslw,waSJalled anddiedin question- his film by means of a meticulous and
Ieadmg role, fwstly in the looting of ablecwcu_mstan_ces. BrOWderC'?"med_thatrigorousexaminationofthesedocuments.
Russian resources in t_he _19905, anc_l sulthe Russian police had stolen his businessnstead Browder and his agents and teams
seq_uentlymthe demom;auon of Presidentand the_n pgrpetrate_d the ta_x fraud_them-of lawyers and spooks have striven to
PL_mn who pulled Ru55|a_back from the selyes in alliance with Russmn mafia. He gr3se Nekrasov's film from public view.
bnnkoftotalcollapse_andd|smemberment.cla|med that th_e police tortured and Which ofthese two sides is using heavy-
The Browderaffalrwas_one qfthefew murdered Magnitsky who had sought h5nded KGB/Orwellian methods of
matter_s of fact (otherth_an intention) men- honestly to use the law to expose them. censorship and suppression? Who is
tioned m_the Tr_umpTPutln press conferer_me _ _ running for cover?
after their confidential Helsinkitalks. Putin ~ Browder successfully lobbied the Arirer
offered to allow American investigators can Governmentto enactalaw---the 2012 PavelKarpovis the Russian policeman
into Russia, to interview suspected cyberMagnitsky Act---by which Russians Whoisthe maintargetof Browder's accusa-
spooks for interference in the Trump- involved in human rights abuses could betions of corruption, organised crime, fraud,
Clinton contest, agjuid-pro-quofor  sanctioned. Russia retaliated and the newembezzlement, torture, and murder. (For
Russian investigators being allowed to Cold War ratcheted up a further notch. Karpov, read Putin.) In 2013 Karpov
interview the American spooks who Browder's propaganda was pushing atbrought a case for libel in the English
masterminded William Browder's activi- an open door. His story about RussianHigh Court against Browder.
ties in Russia. corruption and brutality was told in the ~ The court did not award damages to
As to influencing the Presidential media, conferences, parliaments, laws, and<arpov, and subsequent Browder propa-
election, Putin asserted that Browderin his 2015 book Red Notice: How | ganda makes this the ultimate vindication
donated 400 million dollars of his Russian Became Putin's No. 1 Enemy, A Trueof his case against Russia/Putin.
loot to the Clinton side. At least, that is the Story of High Finance, Murder, and One  Yetagain this is Browder-style fraudu-
version given in translatiof https:/ Man's Fight for Justicg. It was accepted lent reversal of the truth.
www.politico.com/story/2018/07/16/full-text- at face value around the world. In fact the judge accepted Karpov's
trump-putin-meeting-transcript-72439 Even in Russia---for a while---liberals case, but stated that the English High
or pro-western people, who feared renewalCourt was not the appropriate legal body
Like Al Capone, Browder was caught of a strong Russian Government with for Karpov to go to for damages.
for massive tax fraud in Russia. (Try to "enemy-of-the-state” mentality, were  The High Court judgement states:




"... The Defendants [Browder & Co.] convince, not only an English High Coth secretis, from this platform, we declare
are not in a position to justify the judge, but also a dedicated anti-Pufin here to-night that we go back to the old

allegations that[Karpov] caused, orwas Russian dissident film-maker. policy of our Chairman's fathet®ut

party to, the torture and death of Sergei , ) with them. Bag and Ba "
i ' - Though it may pop up on the internet , 9 ggage:
Magnitsky [Browder's Russian account g Yy pop up (Applause) | agree with all that Lord

ant]... [T]he record, at least in so far as Whack-a-mole fashion, access to Nekia- B 1o what the future A )
itis presently set outin the pleadings, has sov's film about Browder will probably ryce... as towhat the future Armenia
been ‘set straight'. | recognise that this continue to be patchy. But, with a bit ¢f ~ Should be. Itoughtto be abig Armenia,

will not prevent a repetition of the iligence, information aboutthe keyissugs Nt @ small one.”

[BrTor\]/éd?L]”ht;ﬁhéémem is ahttps.// CaE‘T?]e located. ' Immediately after O'Connor's speech,
lettersblogatory.com/wp-content/ € Killing of William Browderby | a resolution was read out pledging those
uploads/2013/10/Karpov.pdf Alex Krainer (2017) is a good starting presentto supporti@he Future Govern-
point. It is available as a free downlodd ment of Armenia and the Boundaries of
As the Trump/Putin Helsinki Summit from the internet: the New Stateds claimed by the Armenian
demonstrates, the Browder affairis atthe https://archive.orq/details/ delegations at Paris. The claim for the 7
core of the new Cold War. But Browder's TheKilingOfWiliamBrowderPrintLayout6x91| Ottoman vilayets plus Cilicia and Russian
propaganda is so weak that it failed to Pat Muldowney | Armeniawasthenreadout. Amapappears
in the pamphlet showing whaflagna
Armeniarepresented. It took in about half
of Turkey, from the Black Sea to the
Mediterranean, most of Georgia and
Azerbaijan, and parts of Iran as well as

When T.P. O'Connor Met General Andranik Erivan.

On 19th June 1919 T.P. O'Connor, MP, propaganda campaign against the Germans When | originally wrote about this meet
spoke at a meeting held in Central Hall, and Turks through distinguished historians
Westminster, in support of the Armenian and literary figures. (This information and the Great Wam thought occurred to
cause. O'Connor appeared on the platformabout O'Connor's role in the foundation of me: Whatwas the most effective Armenian
with Lord James Bryce, Lord Gladstone Wellington House is contained in Lucy General, Andranik, doing away from the
(son of William), G.P. Gooch (famous Masterman's biography of her hUSband’battlefield at this time?
historia_n), and the Armenian Geqeral p.272). It was Wellington House_ that The War, of course, was far from over.
Andranlk._ A rec_ord of the proceed!ngs pubhs_hed Arnold Toynbee“ﬁ_rmen}an Afew months earlier Andranik had himself
was published in a pamphledrmenia  Atrocities, The Murder of a Natignvhich been waging itin a very thorough manner,
and the Settlemenby the Armenian formed the basis of Lord Bryce's Blue carving out Greater Armenia through
Bureau in London. Book, the British Government record of massacre and ethnic cleansing of Moslems

oc fthe - the massacres, produced in 1916. in the Caucasus, after he had been driven
Red ong_orvl\\;l?js oln;ap the ss_,t_r?]nl‘l_'alnmg At th ing Lord B id th out of eastern Anatolia by the Turks.
edmondite MPs left in the British House t the meeting Lord Bryce said that A4 anik had a fearsome reputation as

of Commons, after Sinn Fein had destroyed'we should have in Armenia a homo- anirregular fighterféday). The Armenian
the Irish Parliamentary Party in the 1918 geneous Armenian population including publication Andranik—Armenian Hero
Election. The Irish had rejected O'Connor'sall these territories”. But he didn't say (Patriot Publishing) details his exploits.
party after it had gone over to Imperialism how that was to be achieved. Given thatHe became active against the Ottoman
and recruited Irishmen in their hundreds the Armenians constituted a minority in Government and the Kurdish population
of thousands to die and kill in Britain's "all these territoriestlaimed—illustrated in the late 1880s in théunchakparty. He
Great War on Germany and Ottoman in a map of Magna Armenia contained in then joined th®ashnaktustyumarticipat
Turkey. O'Connor had supported the Warthe pamphlet—one presumes the authoringinthe assassination of Constantinople's
because England had promised Irish Homeof theBlue Bookvas in favour of extensive chiefof police, in 1892. He took partin the
Rule in return for war-recruiting by his ethnic cleansing or worse, to create thisSasun Risingin 1894, whichwas portrayed
party. But, five years later, there was no "homogeneous Armenia". as an Ottoman mass;acre of Armenians but
sign of Home Rule: Britain had rejected  T.P. O'Connor revealed in his speechWhiCh was actually an inter-ethnic battle
the vote by the Irish democracy for an thathe had beenfightingfortheArmeniansbetween Armenians and Kurds which the
independent Republic and was governingfor 45 years, starting with Gladstone, the Ottoman Army put an end it was an
Ireland through military repression. Chairman's father, and he was angered b3évent manufactured by the Armenian
T.P.O'Connor had been along-standingnewspaper reports of the terms to be giveqnsurrectionists to provoke foreign inter
supporter of the Armenians, and an anti-to the Turks (in what became fheeaty of
Turk in the Gladstoniafibag and bag- Sevrek
gage" tradition. He supported Russian
'liberation’ of the Armenians in the 1877-
8war. Hewas notonly an MP for Liverpool
in England but had a successful journalistic
career in English Liberal circles.

>

inginthe book he Armenian Insurrection

vention on the model of th8ulgarian
Horrors'that had enthralled the Gladston
"Why isitthat the terms ofthe Armis- ian Liberals a couple of decades before.
ticeinthe demands onthe Turks contrast  In 1901 Andranik took partin the Battle
so favourably with the terms we impos- of Holy Apostles monastery, another
ed on the Austrians and Germans?..attempt to encourage Great Power
when I... read in an English paper of intervention in the Ottoman state on the
O'Connor is also noteworthy as the the 'gentlemanly Turk,’ well Ladies Armenian side. This exploit greatly
inspirer of Wellington House, the secret and Gentlemen, | see red. What is theimpressed Trotsky at the time. He then
British Department of State, set up under meaning of it all? Is it money? Is it took command of another attempted
Charles Masterman to conduct a massive international finance? Whatever the insurrection in Sasun in 1904, which led
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to the deaths of thousands of Armenians
and Kurds before Andranik was forced to
flee into Persia by Ottoman forces.

After these failures the ARF/Dashnaks
changed tack and wentinto politics. When
the Dashnaks decided to go into the
Ottoman Parliament and work with the
Young Turks, Andranik dissented and
went to fight in Bulgaria against the
Ottomans, pursuing the 'bag and baggage'
policy of driving the Moslem population
out of the Balkans.

When the Great War began Andranik
commanded the first Armenian Volunteer
Battalion, attached to the Tsarist invasion
force. He took part in the capture of Van
and the massacre of the Moslem population
there, as well as the taking of Mush in
February 1916.

Annoyed by the Russian decision to

"Andranik's irregulars remained in British had occupied the region for amere

Zangezur surrounded by Muslimvillages 7 months. Yarrow contended that Britain
that controlled the key routes connecting .\ arall"did badly"in their occupation in

the different parts of Zangezur. According .
to David Bloxham, Andranik initiated the Caucasus, although, at the same time,

the change of Zangezur into a solidly € gave British forces the credit for
Armenian land by destroying Muslim bPringing peace, order and stability to the
villages and trying to homogenize key general area:

areas areas of the Armenian state. In late
1918 Azerbaijan accused Andranik of
killing innocent Azerbaijani peasants in
Zangezur and demanded that he withdraw
Armenian units from the area. Antranig
Chalabian wrote that, “without the

presence of General Andranik and his What seems to have annoyed Yarrow
Special Striking Division, what is now

) X was the surprisingly impatrtial attitude of
the Zangezur district of Armenia WOUI,(,j the British military authorities in the
be part of Azerbaijan today... . .
Andranik's activities in Zangezur were Caucasus. They did not favour their former
protested by Ottoman General Halil allies, the Armenians, as Yarrow thought
Pasha, who threatened the Dashnakthey should have. Instead, the Georgians,
government with retaliation for Andra- who had been sympathetic to the German
nik's actions. Armenia’s Prime Minister enemy, and the Azerbaijanis, who had

"They defined the territories of the
different republics, put these territories
under the control of constitutional
authorities, and adopted the policy of
maintaining the status quo."

demobilise the Armenian battalions after ~ Andranik and his forces.”
their freelance ethnic cleansing operations
and the successful capture of most of Despite the Mudros Armistice at the
eastern Anatolia, Andranik resigned and end of October 1918, ending Britain's war
left the Front in July 1916. with the Ottomans, Andranik decided to
fight on to extend Armenian territory into
Things changed, however, in late 1917 Azerbaijan. He took his Special Striking
because of events in Russia. AndranikDivision north-east toward Karabakh and
returned and participated in the Armenian its main town, Shusha. Local Armenians,
administration of occupied eastern Anato fearing the worst, attempted to stop Andra
lia, authorised by the Provisional Govern nik through negotiations with their
ment in Russia. Much killing and ethnic Moslem neighbours. However, after over

cleansing took place with Russian author coming Kurdish resistance on the road to

ity weakened and the Dashnaks in keyShusha, Andranik was only stopped by
positions. the British General, William Thomson, in

Andranik was appointed Major General Baku. The latter informed him that a dim

Hovhannes said he had no control OVergided with the Turks, were given every
respect, even at expense of'tGaristian
nation".

Yarrow noted the complaints of his
Armenian contacts about the British:

"In the Shusha and Karabagh districts,
adetachment of the Armenian army under
the leadership of General Andranig was
making a successful advance on the
Tartars, but were stopped by the British,
and Andranig was 'persuaded' to take a
journey to Paris to take part in the peace
negotiations! Nothing has been heard of
his actions there" The Journal of
International RelationsVol.10, No.3,
January 1920, pp.251-55).

Yarrow complained that Karabakh had

within the new Armenian Army Corp and view would be taken of any further been placed under British authority and
he led the unsuccessful defence of Erzurunfctivities at the Peace Conference in Pariswas given an Azerbaijani Governor. The
in early 1918 after the Russian lines » . . Armenians had been disarmed and
dissolved with the Bolshevik takeover. 1he British waring forced Andranik ammynition taken away from them.
When the Armenian National Council 2aCK to Zangezur. After spending the gingjly Nakhchivan, like Karabakh, was
signed the Peace Treaty of Batum with thernterthere with his force, to gethimout ¢ given to the Armenians, but retained
Ottomans, giving up their demand for ©f the way, he was persuaded by theag part of Azerbaijan.

Western Armenia and settling for the British _to surrenc_ier h_|s weapons to the
Erivan Republicin the Caucasus, Andranik Armenian Catholicos in Etchmidzin and
took a die-hard position, refused to 90 to Europe.

recognise the Armenian State and setout Ve have aninteresting reactiontoall o
with his forces to realise the original this from Near East Relief, one of the

demand for Magna Armenia. main US Protestant missionary organisa
Andranik took his Special Striking tionswhichpromoted Armenian/Christian
Division of Dashnaks to Nakhchivan, interestsinAmericaagainstthe Ottomans
Zangezur and then Karabakh in the during the period. They were one of the
Caucasus to extend the territories of thesuppliers of anti-Moslem propaganda to  Yarrow was correct in one thing, but
Armenian state he would not recognise. the West that fuelled atrocity stories and not in the way he intended. He forecast
He cosied up to the Bolsheviks after formedthe basis of War Propaganda againsthat there would be trouble when the British
accusing the Armenian Republic of the Ottomans in Britain and America.  left. The Armenians, supported by the
betrayal and declared Nakhchivan part of Governmentin Erivan, began an offensive
Soviet Russia. With the arrival of Turkish ~ E.A. Yarrow—Assistant to the Chief against the Azerbaijani populations of
forces, he moved his forces into Zangezorof Staff, Near East Relief, in Tiflis— Zangezur, Nakhjivan and Karabakh. It
in order to put an Armenian territorial wrote an article calledhe British With- was reported that the Azerbaijani police
barrier between Turkey and Azerbaijan. drawal and Present Conditiorie early  force in Karabakh had been slaughtered
Andranik—Armenian Herds quite  1920.He wa%ewildered'withthe British by their Armenian colleagues. This aggres
frank about the ethnic cleansing this evacuation from the Caucasus, which hadsion, which necessitated the diversion of
involved: been completed in September 1919. Thethe Azerbaijani Army to these areas, left

Yarrow believed that the British were
intending to off-load the mandate for
fArmenia to the United States, whilst
retaining influence over the Baku to Batum
Railway through Azerbaijan and Georgia.
He thought such an arrangeménbuld
be deadly'for the mandated Power over
Armenia.



the northern border open to the Red Army
in April 1920. Not only Azerbaijan, bu
Armenia and Georgia as well, fell to the
Bolsheviks as a result.
Lloyd George, stumbling from on
crisis to another in the expanded Britiih The Russian Revolution
Empire that had been won through tihe
Great War, did nothing to defend tHe The second revolution in Russia was aand had been a member of a terrorist
Caucasian states he had helped createlartbnsequence of the first. The first group. He did notin hidemoirsapologise
guaranteed the existence of. revolution, usually callebourgeoisfailed  for having been a terrorist. He was
It must be said that in the year following to establish a viable bourgeois State inimpatient with people who did not have an
the Mudros Armistice, during 1919, Britaif place of the Tsarist State. This failure is instinct about right and wrong in the matter.
did some good in the Caucasus, stabilisingconnected with the fact that the Tsarist There were situations in which it was
things and bringing about orderly stafe State was not overthrown by purposeful obviously the right thing to be a terrorist
formation in Armenia, Azerbaijan angl political action by those who took its and there were situations in which it was
Georgia. Democratic government, functiop- place as a Provisional Government. equally obviously the wrong thing.
ed particularly effectively in Azerbaijan. Of Tsarism just stopped functioning, appar-
course, this was done largely with tHe ently because of a mood that came over Tsarism ceased to be. The event that
intention of establishing buffer states againstthose on whose activity it depended. Andhad been yearned for came about, God
Bolshevik Russia. it seems that it was only after it had ceasedknows how. The Autocratic obstacle to
But, nevertheless, it was a positije to function for a few days that the idea got the ideal took itself away, and that was
development that upset those who wereabout that there had been a revolution. sufficient for the ideal to be realised. The
mindlessly agitating in the West for p ideal and the real became the one thing
Greater Armenia and the establishmenfof England had declared war 8Auto-  and social harmony had come to be in the
a large Christian state among a predojm cracy"in 1914, but the only Autocracy in nature of things.
inantly Moslem population. Europe was the Tsarist State with whichit  Either that was the mental world in
T.P. O'Connor was one of these. And he V2S in .close allia_mce in the War. The which Kerens_ky gcted .in 1917, or he
found himself on a platform in Westminstér ?huelcl\ja\gtctSLys,s\i/;:lc:”Engtlant()j_expetc)ted cons_trupted in his rr(]at|r¢ment a very
with a Die-hard terrorist and supportin y to bring about, convincing pretence that it was.

100th Anniversary
Part 9

substantial ethnic cleansing and massacfe. ' : Yy 9
Tsar was. revolution, and it was brushed aside by a

The last word about how T.P.O'Conngr socialist party that was in earnest.
metwith General Andranik in Westminster AN event that preceded the cessationof The socialist revolution developed

in June 1919 should go to British Genefal the ngrist regime was the murder pf quickly as a Russian State power in which
Thomson: Rasputin by a group of nobles Rasputin,a substantial stratum of the people was
an uncouth, philandering monk, had for a actively involved.
number of years been a major influence A Russian people, inthe political sense,
within the regime. He had become the was left to the socialist revolution to bring
adviser of the Tsar's English wife, and the about. The firstdemocratic Russian State,
who committed massacres of Muslimls Tsar was hen-pecked. in the sense of a State whose functioning
under the command of Andranik a Rasputin had a sense that war withdepended on the political activity of the
Avetisov" (CAB 45/107, General W.M| Germany would be fatal to Russia, but his populace, was a socialist State. And,
ThomsonNarrative of first few days inl influence could not be brought to bear onbecause of the failure of the bourgeois
Bakuy November 17th-24th 1918). decision-making in July-August 1914 as revolution, the socialist State was faced
o _ he was laid up with wounds inflicted by a with the task of doing in the economy too

This is where the Redmondites endgd,\oman he was seducing. The War was arwhat the bourgeoisie had failed to do—
up when they went down the Imperial 5ccomplished fact when he returned.  industrialisation.
road for Irish Home Rule. A group of nobles close to the Tsar e

PatWalsh | jecided to remove him from the political Industrialisation was the worklaissez
-faire Capitalism in England. Itwas done

"Pursuant to our requirement, t
Azerbaijani Army was withdrawn fro
Baku and was deployed in Yelizavetpgl
to fight against Armenian aggresso

scene and they murdered himin Decemberb the action of free individuals each
The Armenian Insurrection And The 1916. The regime died quietly a couple Ofsgekin a profit and hirina the labour of
Great War by Pat Walsh, Garegin| months later. Such things happen in gap 9

Pasdermadjian("Armen Garo’). 218 | authentic Autocracies. loose pro_Iet.anans (whose numbers had
pp. ©20, £18 been multiplied by Enclosures of common

The The Great War And The Forced | . The Duma, wh|ph k_)ore no resemb!anceland) todoit. Was !t possible tha@ it might
L : in effective Constitutional terms to either be done by the action of a socialist State?
Migration Of Armenians by Prof. Dr. . . . e . )
. the Reichstag or the Westminster Parli- And, if it was possible, was it proper that
Kemal Cicek280pp. Maps.e24, £20 . . . . :
ament, found itself in possession of it should be done? Was it not the purpose
The Great War And The Forced . S L .
o : nominal state power which it had not of a socialist State to abolish the process
Migration Of Armenians by Prof. Dr. : o o :
: attempted to seize. of capitalist exploitation of proletarian
Kemal Cicek.280pp. Mapss24, £20 _ . o S
Kerensky was a major figure in the labour-power by which industrialisation
postfree from - )
Provisional Government from the start. was achieved?
He was its connection with the people. He If Capitalismfailed, could the proletariat
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had been active in the Populistmovement,as a mass organise itself as a State and,
19
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directed by managers drawn from itself, much longer, fought elections under his rule isirresistible. There's no doubt about
undertake the basic task of establishing arown"Unauthorised Programmefiwhich  it. But it usually spends itself and dissi-
industrial economy that rivalled the capit- the development of the welfare state waspates. Except that, in Russia it didn't.
alist economies of Western Europe? projected, formed a joint party with the Therefore . . .

Tories (the Unionist Party) whichdominat-  Mobs have played very little part in

Lenin set the Bolshevik Party the task ed politics for ten years around 1900, Irish history. O'Connell arranged to carry
of industrialising the Russian economy, obliging the Liberals to repudiateissez  Repeal of the Union by assembling a great
without capitalists, by methods which were faire and become social reformers undermob in Clontarf in 1843. The Duke of
compatible with the comprehensive cover of a spurious class war againstWellington let it be understood that
development of Socialism in the longer ‘feudalism' waged by Lloyd George. massacre isthe appropriate way for dealing
term, and then he died. Chamberlain stood for social reform with a seditious mob. O'Connell backed

and Empire. Itseemsprobable hhedsez  down and never recovered. (And Ireland

The means which he left for doing this faire capitalism was one of the elements lost more through the Famine/Holocaust
were a one-party system of state and ahat made the establishment of the Worldin the next few years than it would ever
rural economy consisting of millions of Empire possible, butthen at a later stage ithave by administrative massacre.)
recently-established, small-scale, ownerswas the Empire that made social reformin
of private property, to whom he had Britain possible. And then, in the 1890s, The only other mob | know of is the one
conceded the right to engage in marketthe sentiment of popular Imperialism that burned down the British Embassy in
activity under the New Economic Policy. sponsored by Chamberlain made democ-Dublin in 1972, in response to the British
There was no urban economy worth ratisation seem feasible to ruling classadministrative massacre in Derry. And it
speaking of. It had been broken up by thecircles. is significant, not because the burning of
socialist revolution and used up in the Then Britain launched the World War, the Embassy was an outrageously dis-
Civil War. And the State form was a and the industrial working class played its proportionate response to the massacre,
dictatorship of the proletariat, that was partin it stoically, year after year, when the but because of the effect it had on the
without a proletariat to run it. Germans did not prove to be a walkover. frightened mind of Dermot Keogh.

The proletariat, as a functioning Keogh was on the editorial staff of the
economic category had disappearedalong Lenin formed the International of Fianna Fail paper, tHeish Press at the
with the urban capitalism that produced it: Communist Parties to overthrow Europeantime. Fianna Fail was the governing party
"The proletariat has disappeared. It has capitalismand protectthe Russian Revolu-of the day, and was the party that had
sometimes figured in statistics, but it hastion. The construction of a British given democratic stability after 1932 to
not held together economically(Lenin, = Communist Party proved difficult. The the administration imposed by Britain on
October 1921). proletariat, in the sense of the industrial 26 Counties of the island in 1922 by

What Lenin meant biproletariat"was  working class, kept its distance, despite means of a one-sided 'Treaty', to which a
the industrial working class, which was the irritant of post-War depression instead majority submitted under threat of an all-
not quite what it meant in Roman times. of "homes fit for heroes"The proletariat out Imperial reconquest by Boer War
The Roman proletariat, as far as | could had made its agreement with 'the systemmethods—Concentration Camps plus a
gather, was the parasitic populace of theand held to it. dense network of barracks across the
cities that was provided with bread and Lenin then advised the British Com- country. Fianna Fail was the party that
circuses from the proceeds of the Empire.munists to chase up the proletariat in thehad refused to submit to the Treaty and
The industrial working class of modern other sense—to go out into the highwaysthattenyears later had nursed the electorate
industrial capitalism was something very and by-ways and enlist the drop-outs of backto a spirit of republicanindependence
different. It was a necessary economicvarious kinds: the lumpen proletariat. (I which supported a unilateral Irish breach
class ofindustrial capitalism, and therefore can't give a reference for this, it is so long of the Treaty.
it had acknowledged social statugapi-  since | read it, 50 years ago.)
talist societies—minimally in Britain, more The proletariat of British capitalism, in
so in France, and extensively so in Ger-the sense of the organised working class
many. And, to the extent that it had thenbecame,inLeninistterms, tlabour
acknowledged social status, and that somearistocracy', which shared the proceeds
gestures were made towards meeting itsof imperialist exploitation with the
concerns, its relationship with the capitalist capitalists. Ivor Kenna, of the Finsbury
regime that exploited it became conciliatory. Communist Group in North London,

The Party that had enforced the Treaty
with British financial and military support
in 1922 formed itself into a Fascist
movement in 1933 against Fianna Fail's
breach of the Treaty. Butthis Irish fascism
—which declared itself to be fascist—
was curbed electorally by Fianna Fail all
investigated this idea and demonstrated inthrqugh the 19.303’ andits threats of.d|rect

. . action—a projectedarch On Dublin

. . detail that it was the case. . -

ism, there were great riots, and great . . for instance—came to nothing in the face
. | was diverted into Northern Ireland . .

demonstrations of protest that seemed to_ . . . . of popular support for Fianna Fail's stance
: . . politics at that point. | didn't have the . - .

be on the brink of causing a revolutionary . . . ... . in favour of continuing Parliamentary

. ) .7 British temperament required for British .
rupture in society. All of that ended in Government. Fascism was then allowed
1885-6 when Joseph Chamberlain, a

poImgs anyway. Ivorcontmued todescribe to wither peacefully and reinvent itself
o ; ... the situation in these basic terms (see the

Birmingham manufacturing capitalist,

split the Liberal Party and went into

Finsbury Communiit It is a good thing within the Parliamentary system which it
alliance with the Tories on a social reform

that somebody does it. And Brexit, if it had failed to overthrow.
programme. He wondered that the Work_happens, may require a return to that kind Complete formal independence of the
: : . .~ of understanding. X i .
ing class put up with the way it was being 26 Counties as a state was achieved in
treated under Liberal capitalism, was Kerensky described the Bolshevik 1938, whenthe British occupation of three
convinced that it would not put up with it Revolution as mob rule. He said that mobPorts, which it held under the Treaty,

In England, unddaissez-faireapital-



ended—enabling the Irish state to be free  entirely new set of revolutionaries, new lasting power onthe mob by givingimmed-
of Britain in Britain's next World War. technology, and a new ruthlessness.” iate practical purpose to its inchoate
The Iri_sh_State h_ad by then adopte(_j anew Tpisis the hysteria of a tender mind, yearnings for the Millennium.
Constitution which made no mention of
the Treaty. The only Continental intellectual of
That Constitution, however, asserted pre-1914 vintage that | have known is
de juresovereignty over the 6 Countiesin ~ Keogh retreated from news reporting Manuel Sarkisyanz. He advertised in
the North which remained within the toacademia, becominginfluentialin Cork Irish magazines for a translator and
British state in the slightly detached form University in the"radical action” of  publisher of a book he had written in
of Northern Ireland. Ittreated the Partition disembowelling Irish history, making it German.
of the country as illegitimate, and the nice instead of nasty. The only reply he got was from Athol
British Government of the North as Books. The books was translated by
illegitimate. Angela Clifford aditler's English Inspir
In 1972 the British Army, acting under ers Sarkisyanz was surprised by this as
command, fired randomly into a Civil he hadillusions about Ireland being boldly
Rights demonstration in Derry. In the cgevolutionary. But he made the best of his
parlance of more recent_tlmes, it _k||lled _|ts Prime Minister Heath and asked for adlscoverythatthelrlsh Stat_ewa_s profqund—
own people. But, from Flan_na_Fall qumt guarantee that nothing like it would ever ly bourgeois and h_ad no _|ntell|g_ents_|a. _ I
of view, and from the Constitutional point be done again. H : the b h_had a number of discussions with him in
. . . gain. He was given the brus X = L
of view of the Irish State, they were not its off.) Heidelberg. He was living out of his time
own people to kill as it chose. They were and place, and so | suppose was |. He was
citizens of thede jurelrish sovereignty The ideatook hold of organising a mass Armenian/Iranian by origin, and was satur-
who were temporarily deprived of their convergence of the nation at Newry the ated with Russian culture as well as
citizenship by the usurping power of the following weekend. Train time-tabling German, and he lived in Mexico in Winter
foreign British state. began to be organised. Ifthat had actuallybecause it was governed, sort of, by the
happened, the fat would have been in theParty of Permanent Revolution. (At other
Dermot Keogh was in the News Room fire. By directly implicating the Southern times he lectured in Heidelberg University.)
of the Fianna Fail paper as accounts of thepopulace in the undemocratic affairs of '
massacre came in. He later went out onthe North, it would possibly have warded
the streets to observe the popular responseff the further development of the War in
tothe event. Andthen he gave this accounthe North.
of the affair in an interview for the RTE But the burning of the Embassy took
documentary,The Seven Ages Of The the heat out of the situation. All that
State happened in Newry was a token demon-
"l was working in the Irish Press news- stration. The opinion beganto be cultivated ;
roomon Bloody Sunday, and | remember that the North was really a place apart, noteducau_on. .
vividly on the evening on the Subs desk the Fourth Green Field illegitimately held Sarkisyanz was of the opinion that,
\tl\rl]altlng as the copy came in, and it was py 4 foreign state—though the Sovereignty.beyond the discipline of scientific social-
ree, and then four, and then five, and claim to it in the Constitution was kept in ism, Bolshevism was Christian in spirit.
six, allthe way up to the Butcher's Dozen. place And that Fascism was a development of

It was a terrible n|ght because | and Humanism And Certain' the ob'ect Of
The Nationalist body in the North, ) ) y J€C
others who had no sympathy for the lonal y ! Fascism was very modest and particular

I.R.A., or no sympathy for violence in effectively disowned by the state which d with that of Bolshevi
Northern Ireland, was wondering what still assertedie juresovereignty over the compared wi at ot boishevism.
was going on in the minds of British North, fought its own war with the British
admmlstrgatorsl.t It walskllke l'g‘rp”tﬁ_‘"‘r alél State, which was never recognised to be g
over again. it was fike old-fashioned o by any Dublin Government, and it €
colonialism. .

destroyed Northern Irelandih the sense
opposite the Embassy, somebody sai dofforcmg ad:]asgpalterfat|on fof r:ts poI|t|rc]::?1I
"Take down the railings!" And | looked in structure. The disowning of t gNort In
stupefaction. But within minutes the theearly 1970s, by the state which contin-
railings were down and people had pouredued to assede juresovereignty over it,

out. And then | saw people in green clearly did not exert a pacifist influence

uniform, Oglaigh na hEirean, directing on its affairs. The purpo;e _O_f Fascism Wa_s n_1ere|y to
traffic. And that was the moment of restore the viability of the capitalist state

realisation that there was a Fascist The distinct thing that gave Dermot where it had been disrupted by the
organisation likely to take over the state, Keogh a vision of Fascism at the burning elemental Great War, by curbing the un-
unless there was radical action: that theof the Embassy was that the mob thatcompromising class antagonism that fed
IRA were intent, not just on destroying 455gembled at it did not act with complete into its party-politics under the influence
Northern Ireland, but also on bringing . . : :
down the Government in Southern SPontaneity. There was a thinking elementof the Russian Revolution. .
Ireland. And that was a moment of truth 1N it which gave it direction. The War had brought the masses into
for me." Kerensky said that mob rule is ir- political action suddenly. The 'masses'
"Working as a journalist in that period resistible. And there's no doubt about it. were a new p_henom.en.on,. a prpduct of
| clearly had some indication that this Butthe mob soonwearsitself outfor want Capitalism, which capitalist liberalism had
was qualitatively different to anything Of coherent purpose. His essential casdifficulty in coping with after the shock of
the IRA had done before. This was an against Bolshevism is that it conferred the Great War. Fascism protected
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unfit for contemplating the realities of
things.

Others in the Dublin Establishment at
the time looked on the burning of the
Embassy as the easy way out of the prob
lem with which the Derry massacre
presented them. (Taoiseach Lynch phone

He surveyed the post-1918 world with
the mind of a coherent pre-1914 intel-
lectual. And | somehow had acquired a
similar mentality through growing up in
the backwardness of Slieve Luacra, whose
culture was still that of Young Ireland,
and not having it eroded by contemporary

Bolshevism was engaged inthe compre-
nsive remaking of humanity in such a
way that, after the intervention of so many
disturbing modes of production, it would
be restored, on a higher technical level, to
the contentment that characterised the
primitive Commune.

"As | was standing in the Park just
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Capitalism by suspending the Parliament-weakest point. And Britain responded to the mass killing of Jews in the German-
ary conflict of parties and restoring national Hitler's move against Poland, not by controlled hinterland of the invasion of
politics by means of a party which estab- making war in alliance with Poles as the Russia, with the popular approval, or
lished within itself the compromise bet- terms of the encirclement required, but by acquiescence, of the local populations.
ween socialism and capitalism where thatleaving the Poles to fight alone and be This was scarcely noticed in the British
had not come about through the conflict of defeated, and then by making leisurely war media at the time, but about a genera-
parties. arrangements for war on Germany, in thetion after the war it began to play a major
Fascism met with general approval of mode of world war. part in the apologetics of the war.
West European civilisation. The historic
voice of Western civilisation during the  Germany responded in May 1940 to
generation after 1917 was Winston the British/French declaration of war made
Churchill. 1t was Churchill's fate to start onitin September 1939, taking Britain by
what is called the Anti-Fascist War by surprise and causing it to leave the
refusing to make a settlement of the WarContinent, to which it did not return for
that Chamberlain had declared on four years.
Germany in 1939, even though Britain  Britain then"stood alone'for a year,
had lost the battle and was incapable ofrefusing a settlement but being unwilling
sustaining the War with its own resources. or unable to fight—the two things being
Churchill continued that War with a closely related. And Hitler, quixotically
view to bringing about a war between concerned to preserve British Imperial
Germany and Russia. He then saw it as aivilisation in the world, and wanting only
regrettable necessity to become an ally ofa settlement of the War that Britain had
Russia for the moment, though he alwaysdeclared on him, let it have its year of
regarded it as the basic enemy. defiant posturing, while he made prepara-. .
. . . it was saved by Communism.
tion for war on the Power which both sides . .
. And, no sooner was the National Social-
The second British war on Germany agreed was the fundamental enemy of. .
S . o s . . ist regime cleared away, than the Power
was a historical absurdity. The British European civilisation: Communist Russia. . o
" ) 7 - that broke it was treated as hostile in the
military strategist and historian puts it like : .
. . . ., Western Occupation Zones—and in
this. Martin Mansergh denies that the Polish . .
) ) " : Germany its adherents were punished.
"The last thing Hitler wanted ...was Guarantee amounted to amilitary encircle-
another great war... ment of Germany. The South African
Ifhe had really contemplated a general Government—the Dominion with military
war, involving Britain, he would have  gynerience—advised Whitehall that that
put every possible effort into building a o\ ot it would be. And No. 12 of the
Navy... But, in fact, he did not build up Oxford War P hi . I. b
his Navy to the limited scale visualised in OXford War Pamphlet&hcirclemenby
1935... was. Military encirclements are not things
~ How did it come about that he became to play about with, especially with relation
::volved in the major Y(\;ilf ;f;‘at he had to a state whose growth as a military
een so anxious to avoid? The answer i i
to be found... in the encouragement hespower one has been encouraging up t%ad priority over all differences of opinion
that point. A .
within civilisation, and so it was that the

had long received from the complaisant The sense of the Polish Guarantee. of
attitude of the Western Powers coupled ' ~'Grand alliance of all humanity joined ina

with the about-turn of the spring of 1939. the failure to deliver on it, and of the League against it.
The reversal was so abrupt and un- British attempt to become engaged in war

expected as to make war inevitable" against Russia in Finland—after having
(Basel Liddel HartThe Second World declared war on Germany—is that of a
War, Chapter 1How The War Was grossly bungled attempt to engineer a
Precipitated. European War on Russia which the British
Labour movement could be wrong-footed
into supporting.

I write this after hearing a Lord Hennes-
sey say on BBC radio that in June 1940 to
June 1941 Britain stood alone and thus
saved the world.

Well, if the world was saved from what
was dominant in Europe in 1940-1, it was
not Britain that saved it, but Communist
Russia. The USA and Britain, in June
1944, clambered back onto a Europe in
which the greater part of German military
| Power was engaged in the Russian Front
and was relentlessly being driven back.
And the purpose of D-Day was not the
salvation of Europe from National Social-
ism, but the occupation of part of it before

Fascism was a force of evil that arose
outside the bounds of civilisation and
became dominant over civilisation and
threatened to destroy it. What was the
source of its power? Its Evilness of course.
The notion of a Pact with the Devil as a
source of power survives in the under-
growth of post-Protestant liberalism.

The need to destroy that Evil Power

But the way things were handled in
1945 suggests that the Evil of National
Socialism was destroyed by the greater
Evil of Communism!

English liberalism, after its treason to
As things worked out, German military itself in August 1914 and again in 1919,
power—which Britain had helpedtobuild 1125 NEVer been able to grasp the events of
d the world coherently. At critical points it

: up—was stopped in Russia, and was driven . . :
under that Treaty) and a\_/vardmg Sudeten-back to Central Europe, and Britain got makes do with makeshifts carried over
land to Germany, while Poland and

) from the Biblicalist theology from which
Hungary took other parts of it. Then, in back on the Continent after four years of it emerged.

March 1939, Britain and France made aﬁbsgnpe only because the _Unlted States The sources of power after the 19th
. ! ad joined the War, and insisted on it. .
military encirclement of Germany by century are the great masses of population,
means of a military alliance with Poland.  The refusal of Britain in June 1940 to whose grooves of living were broken up
Germany, having been raised to the statugnake a settlement of the war it had declaredby the totalitarian world war launched by
of a hegemonic Regional Power by the on Germany, but had notfoughtin earnest,Britain in 1914 and concluded with the
Munich Agreement, responded to this led to the German war on Russia—which draconian punishment of Germany in
hostile military encirclement, erratically brought the power of Communist Russia 1919, after it was compelled under starva-
established by Britain after five years of into Central Europe. That was its most tion to make a false confession of having

close collaboration, by striking at its noticeable effect at the time. It also led to caused it.

In the Fall of 1938 Britain used its
influence to enact a major breach of the
Versailles Treaty in favour of Hitler by
breaking the Czechoslovak state (forme



When the Tsarist State collapsed und
the stress of this war, into which Britai

had lured it with the offer of Constantint

ople, the Bolshevik Party took in hand th
disordered masses—the mob, as Keren
saw it—and gave them structured exis
ence as active participants in a viab
State.

The terminology of class was used
the formation of the State but, by Lenin

own account, did not so much descrilpe

what existed as establish a purpose wh
would enable orderly social existence

be constructed out of anarchy. And thén

itwas Stalin who guided the establishme)
of those structures which generated t
power that resisted National Socialism

1941 after Britain had given it two practicg-

wars to honeits expertise—Poland in 19
and France in 1940.
So how was this done?
Brendan Clifford
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in a General Election. Meanwhile Nigel
Farage has joined theave Means Leave
lobby group and has started travelling the
country in a campaign bus.

'GET IT OVER THE LINE'

Writing in Prospectmagazine (August
14) Aarti Shankar, a policy analyst for the
Open Europe think tank, has argued that
"just get it over the lifeis becoming the
new Brexiteer mantra. The strategy, which
is associated with Government Minister
Michael Gove, has been conceived as a
means of avoiding a No Deal end result. It
entails agreeing terms for the UK with-
drawal and referring the future UK/EU
relationship to later negotiations. Under
this strategy, following the transition, the
initial arrangement would approximate to
a Norway-style Brexit which would then
be open to an evolution towards a harder
Brexit.

This blind Brexit. as it is being called.
is being opposed by Dominic Raab, the

new UK Brexit Minister, who espouses
the established UK position that payment
of the financial settlement of £39 billion
should be conditional on finalising the
Future Agreement. The problem of course
is that an imminent No Deal collapse
might render that strategy inoperable.

August Brexit Summary

The Brexit story has taken some that are only indirectly related to Brexit
interesting twists and turns in the last four are worthy of comment: a US court case
weeks. In Britain a growing backlash againstKerrygold for alleged false advert- _ A POLITICAL FOOTBALL
against the Chequers White Paper hadsing may have implications for the post- ~ The Irish ‘Backstop’ has become the
taken the form of a UKIP revival and has Brexitre-organisation of Irish agriculture; key issue of contention in Fhe mterna_l UK
caused Nigel Farage to return to activeand a statement from the European Com-Jebate, as well as the main obstruction to
campaigning. The crescendo of justified mission that the plan for a Capital Market @ Withdrawal Agreement. It is all very
speculation on the increased possibility of Union (CMU) faces delay may reflect a well for Varadkar to indicate awillingness
a'no deal breakdown of the talks may alsolack of appetite for EU integration at the {0 COmpromise on the issue, but the true
have spurred support forialihd Brexit, ~ present time. position is that he has invested too much
in which agreement is reached between political capital in opposing a Hard Border
both sides on an orderly exit in March of ~ THe CHeQuERs BackiasH 10 now make a meaningful compromise.
next year and the future relationship is left An article in the BritishSpectator In truth all three parties, the Irish
to be sorted out over the following years. magazine describes how supportfor UKIP Governm_ent, the UK Government, and

has jumped five points to 8 per centin thethe Barnier Task Force, have each been

InIreland Taoiseach Leo Varadkar was f€Wweeks since the Chequers White Papeusing the issue as a political football. The
quoted in late July saying that the Govern-Was p_ublished.Author Matthew Goodwin Brussels team may have had genuine
ment is prepared to igexible'regarding explains hoyv the tr_end is being supportedconcerns ab_out the dang_er ofa re-ignition
the Border backstop—an unsurprising through some_ll_medla._B_Iogger PauIJosepho_f the conflict but the Irish and _Br|t_|sh
stance given that the backstop remains th&/Vatson, a critic ofgolitical correctness, — sides must be well aware tha_lt dissident
issue at the epicentre of the current deaglslam, refugees, identity liberalism and republicans lack the community support
lock. In a related development, it was whathe and his audience argue is excessiv@ecessary for a return to violence.

disclosed in August that the British have Virtue signalling across the Wesglirging The immutable underlying reality is
urged the Irish Government to desist from hiS 882,000 followers to join UKIP. hat the Border must necessarily become
playing up the Northern Peace Process inAnother tributary feeding into the UKIP e Eu's external frontier when the
the Brexit talks, as this was hurtful to Surge is the— transition ends. It may be possible to
Theresa May. A rare meeting of the British "blue collar workers in more northern minimise the disruption and in time a
Irish Inter-Governmental Conferencetook ~ Labour seats who loathe the social technological solution may ease the
place in late July; the meeting has been liberalism and internationalism of their iction, but the starting point must be the
reported as marking a new low in Anglo mainly middle-class MPs establishment of adividing line separating
Irish relations. The significance of the UKIP revivalis the EU from the non-EU. Undoubtedly
that it will steal votes from the Tories and this will discommode commuters, traders
Two recently reported developments tiltthe balance in favour of Jeremy Corbyn and transport agencies but the problem is
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not amenable to resolution by wishing will serve a useful purpose if it causes ais to end the existing fragmentation of
that the reality was otherwise or the making critical examination of agricultural policy, European money markets along national

of grand declarations. post-Brexit. lines and ensure that buying and selling
capital in the EU is both supervised and

THE BRrITISH IRISH INTER- CapPITAL MARKET UNION DEBATE regulated. Since at least 35 per cent of EU
GovERNMENTAL CONFERENCE It is unfortunate that the advantages ofcapital transactions are currently handled

According to anlrish Timesarticle  creating a Capital Market Union (CMU) inthe lessregulated City of London, Brexit
from columnist Noel Whelan (3 August) throughout the EU are not more widely Provides an opportunity to advance the
the British/Irish Conference in late JUly understood_Arecentstudybythe Brueghe|CMU agenda.

did not go well; a photograph accom- think tank (Making a reality of Europe's According to Valdis Dombrovskis, the

panying the article showed Ministers Capital Market Union 27 April 2018)  relevant European Commissioner, prog-
Coveney and Flannigan speaking to describes the role of capital markets as'€ss in achieving CMU is being delayed
camera outside the Houses of Parliamentg|lows: by National Governments lagging in

at Westminster, the implication being that "Sources of financing such as equity approving the necessary laws (IT, 17
a joint press conference was deemed in- 44 bonds, securitisation, lending from August). This testifies to a reluctance to
appropriate and that the Irish had notbeen  insurance companies and asset managerddvance Europeanintegrationin a practical

afforded the facility ofaroomto communi-  or venture capital, complement lending way and a failure to learn an important
cate with the media. by banks and help allocate financial lesson of the crisis.

According to Denis Staunton (IT, 25  resources to where they can be most
July) the British and Irish Governments  &fficiently deployed.” The need for a review of agricultural

agreed at the Conference to: . o policies, and the economic benefits to
The CMU is aniinitiative of the Juncker | o anq of CMU, are both topics that |

hi;ﬁﬁ?,is,hgfﬂggfgﬁ”ﬁ?ﬁfgﬁfg Cgi]fféf Commission:h it Wai.launt':hled.ir? 2014 'r? hope to describe in more detail in future
response to the US financial crisis and the,c¢ o< ofrish Political Review

Brexit, when Ministers from the two . .
countries will no longer meet regularly in subsequent Euro-area debt crisis. The aim Dave Alvey

European Union councils.”

So the meeting may not have been|as
frosty as Noel Whelan implied. But what
is the purpose of this East/West forum?
Given the many years of endeavour the
UK Foreign Office has devoted to attragt-
ing the Irish State back into its inner orbit,
and given the no less arduous effofts
expended by the Irish Department pf
Foreign Affairs to ditching what is now
described asrationalist baggage"it is
difficult to see its function as other than gn
invitation to the British to cause mischigf
for the EU.

KERRYGOLD's US LawsuIT

Kerrygold, Ireland's best-known foofl
brand, is the defendant in a class action
lawsuit in the US. The charge against the
company is that Irish cows are not exclys-
ively grass-fed, as is claimed in its adveft-
ising, but are routinely fed other materi

when Minister for Agriculture in 2011
warned thatSsome imported fodder coul
introduce genetically-modified feeds info
the food chain".

The case raises a question that needs tegA Curious Document
be asked as agricultural strategies are bding The document below is the signatory page of first version of the what is known as the

reviewed inthe context of Brexit. Ireland|s "Treaty". It is the copy circulated in the press early on 6th December 1921. A curious
reputation as a source of natural non-gM element is the ‘signature’ of Eamonn Duggan. It is not his real signature: in fact, itis a
food products could be undermined by the ‘cut and paste’ of his signature from a menu he signed earlier. This means he did not sig
careless importation of fodder. That the the actual document. The reason for this is that he was not present at the signing
Government has advised against sychHowever, Whitehall was so adept, and prone to forgery, that his absenec did not prever
malpractice is reassuring but how wellJs hjs signature being used.

the official policy enforced? This cas

Jack Lane



Fenian Day

The 11th July used be celebrated b

Ireland’'s Defence Forcesfaanians' Day
with a Holiday to commemorate the firs

Truce between Irish and British forces
since the Treaty of Limerick. For, on 11tk

July 1921, the British sued for peace wit

the forces of the democratically-establishe
Irish Republic. | don't know whether the

Defence Forces still commemorate it.
But they should, because the nation
movement, its army and the citizens we

united as they were not to be again far_ondon in August 1971—a fact the RUC knew about from October 1971. He apy
decades. The general public should al$an May 1972 in Bow Street Magistrates' Court London, after 9 pm with no media pr
be involved. Ireland, unlike the "United The internationally known psychiatrist was convicted in secret and was conditi
Kingdom", is not a warfare state. Herf discharged.

President, his spouse and relations don't Fraser's employer was never informed by the RUC. He was medical manage
wear a uniform or have dozens of them fopsychiatric facility in Lissue Children's Hospital, where Fraser had charge of vulng
choose from. They don't wear uniforms institutionalised children. One week after his conviction, Fraser was reported in th
for weddings, watch regiments Trooping Times at an ISPCC conference in the University of Ulster. He warned of the da

a Colour or Beating Retreat. They don
have an Armed Forces Day, celebrity che
competing to feed their heroes, nor vetera
wearing their old Regimental Berets
barracking the Judiciary, or threatening
Taoiseach. Their TV stations don't hav

endless re-runs of Cock and Bull Herog

nor soundtracks of the Dumbastars' Marc

Ireland is rather more exposed to the

glorification of British Militarism than is
healthy. Celebratinga na bhFianmmight
be a good start at counter-balancing it.
film should be made based‘dfremantle
Mission", the story of the Catalpa and th
amazing rescue from Australia of Fenia
Prisoners organised by John Devoy. Th
escape fromthe H-Blocks, abouta Centu
later was equally brilliant and worthy of
filmng.

There must be films made in Cuba an
other countries struggling against foreig
domination, which could be dubbed ir
Irish or English to counter Imperial brain
washing. A healthy internationalism woulg
be a defence against the slavish of Brow
Nosing John Bull, and advance the da
when Robert Emmet's Epitaph can b
written.

Donal Kennedy
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- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

y
The following letter was not published by the Irish News

—the letter which sparked it appears below

>Child Abuse And The Troubles

1 paul Livingstone wrote about the death of his 14-year-old sister Julie, who wa
ddead by the British Army with a plastic bullet in 1981 (July 31).
Paul mentioned the false allegation that the IRA used her as a ‘human shiel
allegation is reminiscent of widespread propaganda promoted in the early 19
AlBelfast hospital psychiatrist Dr Morris Fraser.
€ With another man Fraser abused two Belfast boys, one aged 10, the othe

s shot

1. The
70s by

13, in
eared
esent.
bnally

rin the
crable
e Irish
ger to
t children caught up in the conflict.
s Fraser was regularly in newspapers, on radio and on television, from 1971
wdreland, Britain and the US. He pushed the line that West Belfast had a fera
population, made use of by the IRA. In reality, it was Fraser who posed a re
immediate threat to every child he met. It was he who was shielded, by the auth
The suspicion that Fraser was being used by the RUC, and possibly the British
is reinforced by RUC refusal to assist a General Medical Council (GMC) inquiry into
Fraser's behaviour. | have seen letters from 1972-3 stating: a) that the RUC refused tc
make officers involved in the Fraser investigation available to the GMC; b) that the RUC
refused to divulge to the GMC the address of the family of the boy Fraser abused.
Fraser was arrested in New York in May 1973 as part of an 8-man paedophile gang. That
arrest was publicised. Afterwards, Fraser's May 1972 London conviction came to li
A" Fraser continued to live a charmed life. His 1972 London conviction was not faised
at his New York sentencing in June 1974. Again, Fraser was given a condjtional
? discharge, when he should have been sent to jail. Equally astonishingly, he was not
Mbrought back in front of a UK court after this second, US, conviction, having broken the
€erms of his 1972 conditional discharge (reports by me on Fraser are available online
Y(links below ).
Surprisingly, the Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry (HIAI) refused to investigate
Fraser, despite being in possession of the evidence above.
d Fraser experienced a human shield against exposure, initially provided by the RUC,
n so that state killing of children could be explained away. In return, Fraser, an abuser, hac
access to hospitalised and institutionalised children. Given HIAI inaction, it appears
Fraser or his protectors are still shielded.

73, in
child
al and
orities.
Army,

a
e
S
n.

Niall Meehan

[Fraser reports here: https://www.academia.edu/23870062/
https://www.academia.edu/344995
https://www.academia.edu/35180284/]

British army used children as ‘human shieltt$sf News31 July 2018).]

n-
y
e

Irish Newsletter

Kenny Donaldson, ‘victims campaigner', was on The Nolan Show (July 24) to
about IRA commemorations. During his contribution he stateiidren were brough
out onto the streets in riotous situations to act as human shields"

My 14-year-old sister was shot dead by the British army with a plastic bulletin
The day my sister, Julie, was killed hunger striker Francis Hughes died. Just yar
the spot my sister was killed women were saying the rosary and banging bin lids—hardly
ariot Mr Donaldson.Julie was crossing the road to fetch milk from the shop and was shot
from an armoured personnel carrier. There was no rioting in the area. There was na
shooting in the area. There were no active service units in the area.

Also it's a fact that British foot patrols, who were hunkered down at street corners,
called little children over [myself included] to let them look down their telescope. [They
were not doing it to endear themselves to the local community, they were doing if to use
the children as human shields.

Paul Livingstone
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Does
It

Up

Stack

?

IrRIsH HisTORY LESSONS

Speaking at the West Cork History
Festival on 18th July 2018, Micheél
Martin, TD and leader of Fianna Fail—for
the time being—seems to have put his
footinitagain when he described changes
in the Junior Cycle History Syllabus as
“catastrophic”! This is because the new
syllabus demotes History to being an
optional subject for the students. Up to
now, it was—together with Maths, Irish
and English—a mandatory subject.
History is after all part of our Heritage.

The change is indeed catastrophic. As
Goethe said:

"He who cannot draw on three thousand
years is living from hand to mouth."

But Micheal Martin's audience must
surely have thought “here is the Leader of
Fianna Fail, who supports the Fine Gael
led Coalition Governmentin a'Confidence
and Supply Agreement' and he is drawing
attention to the unpleasant fact of History
being made optional on his watch! Why
does he not do anything about it? He has
the power, why does he not use it? Why
make promises to do something aboutitin
the future when he has failed to do it now?
It just does not stack up!

The Breton province of France views a and, so that the faithful public would not
similar problem—in his'History of
Brittany: The Breton Point of Viewlean-
Pierre Le Mat, the editor, writes:

notice the changes, the teaching of the

Catechism was to be suspended for a

generation of thirty years. And so it hap-

pened. And arguably the result is a huge
"Whenlwas a schoolboy, | was taught |oss of believing Catholics in the Universal

history. On the coloured charts of my church of Rome.

textbook | discovered with childish

pleasure that Brittany stood proudly to . . S
the west, independent of the Carolingian Apartfromtheir very importantintrinsic

Empire. Then came disenchantment. Value, both history and religion are

Without any explanation Brittany important elements of our society and

disappeared. Two centuries later Brittany indeed identity. Is it the grand design of

is part of France. Annexation? Conquest?some people behind the scenes that both

Mystery... . history and religion will together be
During the Middle Ages the only forgotten?

noticeable Breton is du Gueselin, a crafty W bei ioulated by th
warrior, a joker, not really charismatic. € are being manipulated by those we

Are the Bretons like that? ... Then comes €lect as our leaders into an abyss of
the Duchess Anne and the teacherignorance and poverty. Hopefully, society
explained that Brittany became French willturn back before we enter into another
thanks to her marriage with the King of Dark Age.
France. What does that mean? If Brittany
was already French, what is the meaning RTE
ofthis marriage? Orifnot, lwas misled...

Itis easy to sneer atthe little childrenof At a time when every taxpayer—and
the West Indies reciting ‘our ancestors that is everybody—knows that money is
the Gallicones... Thelittle Bretons who needed for building new homes for the

learn 'our good King St. Louis' are in the h | d buildi h ital
same situation. It was not possible, at Omeless an uliding more hospita
RTE wants an additional new

school, to learn my country’s history. SPaces. ..
Why is it forbidden, why such mysteries, studio costing one million euros! Truly,
why such lies? The history of Brittany those thatlive inthe ‘Dublin bubble’ have
seen from Paris must be dangerous.|ittle idea of what real life consists for

Several facts confirmed it thereafter for {hose of us who live outside the Pale. The
me. In 1979, the commemoration of Jean . i< o 'state of mind of the elie'in

IV's landing in Dinard was prohibited.

Sixhundredyearsafterwards!Thosewhogeogr""phic"’II terms those who live in
wanted to defy this prohibition were PoorerareasinDublinitselfare alsooutside

prosecuted! In 2006, the Prefect of the Pale!
Finistere prohibited the representationof ~What are the priorities of our politi-
Sebastien ar Balp onaroad panelfinancectians? More media for them to make more
Eﬁntcri]r?ectiowgafsoi?tizllrvf/);rggltharlc):fnTS;erg promises—like that gormless little man
the histo)r/y of Brittany séems to be'Simon Harris TD, the Fine Gael Minister
subversive. A good reason to learn it." for Health who ignores the huge trolley-
waiting public and those who need
So it would appear that the French operations that are on endless lists—some

Government in Paris is trying to flatten OVe€r two years for things like hip
_ _ , _ out the history of Brittany and make it feplacementnly to appear on our RTE
History is part of the fibre of the Fianna appear to be homogeneous with FrenchNews stating that the State (by that he

Fail party, and all the other political parties, history. The end result of these policies is Means of course us taxpayers) will perform
ar_1d the demotion ofh|story |n.ou.rsch_oolst0 discourage the study of history gbpru'on.sforfreeforwomenfrom'anoth.er
will tem_j to undermine all their historical altogether and, since the study of historylur'SQ'Ct'on- And the media e.uloglses him
underpinnings surely? But then maybeiS enabled by old books and documents for his“bravery and modernism”

this is Micheal Martin's long term object- o, these old books and documents have

ive? He is not stupid. There has been ok, 1o gestroyed or at least entombed in
many years an academic policy, Sponsoregnaccessible archives.

by this State and other agents, to develop
a revisionist history that allows us access
to our"shared history"with the British
State—a completely uncritical projectthat  As | write this, | am reminded of a time
shows 'our maturity' by obliging us to go inthe late 1960’s when | had a conversation
along with a British-centric view of our with the then Catechetics Examiner for
own history. A small example of this the Diocese of Cork, who told me that the
would be the Irish people’s view of Oliver school children no longer stu@atechism
Cromwell as the Devil's Executioner while Instead they studied a thing call€thrist-

the English describe him as God’s English-ian Doctrine! It was explainedto methat ~ This musing leads him to writé
man. How can that be reconciled into athe outcome of Vatican 2 changed manythink I may claim to be Irish—though |
‘modern’ view of history? of the teachings in the former Catechism

‘THE BRIMMING RIVER’
BY RaymonD F. BROOKE

Thisis aninteresting book. The author,
THe CaTtHoLic CHURCH a Dublin-wine-merchant, writes:

"The time comes when a man, having
travelled a goodly distance downstream
on theriver of life, rests his oars awhile to
dwell on things seen and heard along the
way".

To page 27, col.1



HEALTH continued

or the control of essential industries b

of chemicals. Stuick has tried unsucce
fully to block the super merger. He co

tinues to highlight such issues with the case of Atra Narwanto, Indonesian Tra

g greater public.

few companies who could dominate

supply, demand and transport. Modg

economicsis allabout giant entities tak
interests in a multitude of commerc

activities and industries. Often this activit
is disguised by captive companies or fl3

of convenience.

Production, drilling, mining etc. i
secured orleased locations, may be ca
out on behalf of parent companies

dominant partners. However, in the cqse ) ] b :
of Monsanto and Bayer, the econorfic Media (despite tons of dross), people @reattaining their dreams, and the ga

cornering of the market is more blata|
The latter seem to be able to push Gov
ments and regulators about at ease. A4

rn
tions to get away with many abuses

o facilitated by acomplex matrix of bankin
and financial services, wealth investo

5S-
-  Meanwhile, in the cities we learn of tH
Union leader, who has been intimidatd
thrown out of his workplace, and threate

The continued ability of super corporg- ed with prison for organising workerg

isindependently. The workplace involvg
g is ARNATIL corp; which holds the
s, exclusive bottling contract for Coca Cojp

sas well as many modern free trade de
The crusade for more deregulation, t
neo-liberal agenda and compliant opini
riedormers in the media, Economics Dep
or Ments in the Universities and numero
think-tanks. However, atleastin the Soc

ht, USINg @ new opportunity to share kno
Lrpledge and question the unsupporta
ha@cets of world power and money. F
ceinstance the World Labour Federation

been pointed out by Professor Maur|ce

Stuick of the University of Tennesse
Monsanto controls 70% of the cotton se
grown in the United States, as well
having virtual monopolies on cano
soybeans and corn.

Of course the farmers that operatg
such conditions grow their crops in

e: highlighting social and economic abus
Lgsin Indonesia. Also World Watch Institut
as andworldwatch@worldwatch.orgtellsth
|a Story of indigenous people, who ha
survived on subsistence agriculture, be
pushed off the land. Meanwhile, tho
inhow growing palm oil are effectively

model that requires a huge consump

Stack

continued

know there are many who would not admit

the claim in one of English descent.”

ionloans in order to be able to work the larn

Isin Australia, New Zealand and the Pacifi§.
e
n Justto bring things together, Coca Cq
t-is currently sponsoring the Winter Oly
spicsin South Korea. They are broadcastfhg
alfluffy messages about young peopfie

V- promoting friendship and positive valuds
bleamongst nations and people.

br  Featured okuronew®n 29th Januar
islast, was a large farmers' protest jn

of traces entering into the food chain.

a Sharecroppers who have to pay back hfige Small world!

d. Sean O Riain

house by February 1911.

met J.K. Mahaffy, Provost of Trinity
College, who was one of his father’s better

“Then, with the Treaty obviously clients. And then Raymond relates how he

coming, bringing with it the departure of

the British Army (whose officer's Messe

were among our best customers) and als
of many other good Irish customers, we

was taken into his father’'s business at

Owhich he worked for 48 years, and his

membership of the Kildare Street Club

S

How Raymond Brooke could logically
claim to be lIrish illustrates the blind

wound up (the business) while the going about which he writes, with various
was still fairly good". interesting anecdotes.

prejudice of his colonial class. Yes, he g page 174, Raymond refers to In Appendix A, we are given inform-

was born in Ireland, but his family tree at pjmgelf working in Dublin as being inthe ation supplied by Raymond's brother,
the start of the book is sprinkled with «,ome counties'(a distinct referencetoa Basil G. Brooke, about his antecedents:
Brigadier-Generals and Majors and pa of England that would always seem tothey were part of the Williamite Plantation
Lancers in the British Army and he had pe forever quintessentially English). ~ of 1690 when they were ‘gifted’ Donegal

governesses who instructed him and his Castle. Basil Brooke was bornin 1854 and
siblings not to speatthe Irish brogue Raymond's brother Arthur was in the served the English Crown in the 17th
His father sent him at 10 years old, to agyiiish Army fighting the Turks and Ray- Lancers. They were the cousins of Vis-
school at Laleham on the Thames inmong regularly sent to him two dozen count Brookeborough of Colebrook, Co.

England— bottles of Sherry. Such is the Empire Fermanagh.
e . looking after its own officer class. Life in
primarily in my father’s view to get Y .
rid of such broguesaswe hadin permanenll:)Ubl'_ns Ieggl C|rqles before th_e Great
use; while my mother, approving of this War is described in the book with great
desirable object, was really more relish and detail—he was appointed train-
interested in the cause of education".  bearer to his cousin Dunbar Barton, who
was Justice of the Chancery Division in
After Laleham, Raymond Brooke went Dublin's Four Courts. He says his train-
to school at Winchester, like many other bearer job was the last of the sinecures. He
Brookes whom he name$But as the was paid £100 ayear forit (afabulous sum
years went by the machinery (of the in those days!) and at the same time his
ancestral home) was gradually grinding full time day job as an Insurance clerk
to a standstill"and they had to leave the paid him £45 a year. He recalls how he

They very definitely were not Irish in
the sense we—as natives—understood.
The title of the book is from Alfred Lord
Tennyson's poemThe Brook—the lines
of which include the following:

“I chatter, chatter, as | flow

To join the brimming river,

For men may come and men may go,
But | go on for ever.”

Michael Stack ©
27



|.
: s

LABOUR

VOLUME 36 No. 9

.ﬂl ¥

f

by O

ISSN 0790-1712

Notes on Agriculture, Health

and the Influence of the Chemical Giant Corporations

Key products components and ingre
ients, usually controlled by a small numb
of corporations, continue to wield a dig
proportionate influence on our lives. Wha
doH.J. Heinz, (US), Campbell soup, (US
General Mills including Kellogg's, (US)
Kraft Food Group (US), and Unileve
(UK/Dutch) have in common?

They all benefit from the continueq
decimation of forests in Indonesia an
Malaysia, which is part of the insatiabl
appetite for planting palm oil on expose
carbon rich peatlands. While the Indq
nesian Government called a moratoriu
on forest clearance for palm oil in Jun
2016, the company PT ABN has continug
felling in its concession area.

PT ABN (Indonesiais for the greater
part a coal company supplying East Asi

Campaigners highlight Orangutans' lo$s

- On17th December2017,Tihe Sunday
br Business Posa surprising critic of palm
- oil emerged in the person of retired groc;
it and sometimes Senator, Fergal Quinn

"Shrinkflation, I'm not sure that is 4
real word but it is a very real tactic bein|
utilised by the producers of consumsg
goods. Shrinkflation refers to the practig
of the weight or volume of a produg
being shrunk from its normal size to
slightly smaller scale".

Nestle were recently challenged on this

%tactic. Yet—as Quinn points out—whg
the huge producers inevitably cry outabd

%is that the key ingredients they are usi

are becomingincreasingly expensive. Ina

very good article, he goes on to point o
that a product like 'Nutella' is now ver
“high in palm oil extract content. Quin

of habitat but the dangerous spoiling

’f points out that palm oil is disguised i

soil is a greater danger in human terms.
Global financial markets, and the dete}-
mination to continue policies in worl
foodstuff production and managemertt,
point towards soil crops and local popula-
tion manipulation in the interests of th

labelling and its derivatives. It—

"Can appear under 30 or so alternati
names including: vegetable oil, vegetab

fruit oil, palmate and so on".

Substitution of palm oil as an ingredie
is now huge in sweets, chocolate, infa
ermilk, pastries, margarine—and eve
frozen pizza. The article hammers ma
important nails on the head! Regardi
. world commodity prices, we can see t
by Cacao is selling for less than the 20
e levels while sugar is currently at 50% {
[ the height of the peak it reached in 20
A Crucially rapeseed oil is going at abo
$920 a ton. Sunflower is going at appro
imately $845 a ton while, wait forit : pal
oil comes on at $800 a ton or lower.

t

y

s

1
8

i
t

ut

g And now we have the huge merger

Monsanto and the equally large chemidgl
company Bayer (German). The latter h
brought us such products ‘&ound up'.
The weed Killer is about as deadly
substance as can be used, its by-prod
are considerable and very hard to mana
while the product itself makes it almos
eimpossible for nutrients in the soil t
e recover naturally and frequently the flui

i

fat, palm kernel, palm kernel oil, palm can seep into the ground water. The Ky

ingredient is an old poison Glyphosate
Recently ‘Round Up' was given a fivé

few.

Now the US drug administration haf
declared that foods based on palm qil
extract are less good for the body
combatting LDLs orlow density lipe
proteins, exposing people to highe
cholesterol risk. The American College ¢
Nutrition is also dubious about severgl
products produced by Monsantdq
Monsanto (US), is a seedmaker that mak
farmers dependent on them as thdir
produce does not self-perpetuate. While
much of the crop has a built-in resistange
to pests, the creation of the strain in tife
first place, in the food and cotton plants, s
completely reliant on the expertise arp
substances which are the stock in trad
the giant world wide chemical industry.
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year extension of its license for distributig
by the European Union. It seems t

Governments across the globe are treatjhg
their populations as a captive collection

the European Parliament and at the sa
time legislators in Arkansas failed t
restrict its continued use. A small numb
of companies continue torollin the profig
from Glyphosate: B.ASF. call their versio
‘Dicamba’, while Du Pont (US), also hae
their own version.

In the United States, ti@ayton Acof
1914 is part of the building blocks of anf]
TrustLaw: i.e the determination to protejgt
citizens from the formation of cartels arj§

continued on page 27
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