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Some Political Blind Alleys Constitutional

Realities!

Second Referendum Writing about the Brexit debate in the
Bertie Ahern and Tony Blair, writing as former Taoiseach and former Prime Minfgte¢/K, John Bruton tells us that—
have written a joint article in thiish Times(April 15th) against the British E _ "The parliamentary system of govern-
Referendum:There Must Be A Second Vote On Brexit. Itis hard to see what eff@ct it ment is, in many respects, a British
could possibly have on British opinion. Tinish Timesdoes not even appear on news-  invention, a British contribution to demo-
stands in Britain anymore. cratic governance. Itis in the interests of
They wrote as the men wHayith the hand of historydn their shoulders, acted wit the entire world that the systemic prob-
"personality and resolution when surrounded by uncertaiatyg' put togetheia new lems ofthe parliamentary system revealed
h . . . by the Brexit saga are resolved, and
powersharing agreementtgleasing from prison people who had committed horren quickly.”
crimes"in order to do so. '

We find we cannot recall which horrendous criminals were released by Aherfil. ~ Andthisinvention came about, he says,

because—
And the 1998 Agreement was not for power-sharing but for power-dividing.
It worked because it recognised that there were two electorates in the Six C
not one, and arranged that the representatives of each should take it in turn, t
determined by votes cast, to choose Ministries to run, with no Cabinet supervisiof ovepeople by referendum, is sovereign. This
them. principle may not be containedin awritten
We can assume that Blair has chosen to forget the detail. Ahern probably neveflknevgonstitution, but it is a long-standing
one. ltwas established inthe 17th century
by the outcome of the Civil War of 1646-
69, in which parliament defeated the
monarch, Charles I, and his ministers. It
"the people of Ireland, North and South, have been signing that agreement evdfy dayvasreaffirmed by the revolution of 1688,
since. Because it is the everyday actions and interactions of people, businessés, ciwyhereby parliament deposed the legiti-
society, politicians and governments that enable a lasting peace." mate monarch, James II. Parliament, not
the king, became the source of legiti-
They must at least be given the credit for not saying that the Good Friday Agre@menfacy-.. The government of the UK

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 5

Brexit Summary for March

. "The underlying organising principle
NUESHf the UK constitutional system has been
ordgyat parliament, not the monarch, and not

They say that they felt the hand of histgpyshing us to the start of a process,
signalling the end of oneand that—

that, giving way on the backstop, may be
a way of facilitating the British exit. But,

Brexit: the extreme danger from well- from whatever viewpoint it is argued, the
. . idea that Ireland or the EU should take
meaning Interventions responsibility for breaking the deadlock

Dan O'Brien, the chief economist at Deal crash out which will result in the InLondonshouldbe rejected; the deadlock
Ireland's EU think tank, the Institute of outcome—a Hard Border—that it was Dasbeen generated in British politics; itis
International and European Affairs (IIEA), designed to prevent. important that it be left for the British
thought he was doing a service tothe Irish  In thus pushing against the political Plitical system to sort out.
discourse on Brexit by proposing that consensus he has, you mightthink, created 1 roughoutthe negotiations, arepeated
Ireland should compromise on the back-space for lateral thinking about the chal- '€frain from the EU side has been that the
stop. His case was that Irish defence of thdenges of Brexit. Indeed the case he makedJK néeds to decide on the form of Brexit
backstop has pushed Brexit towards a Nazould equally be made from the viewpoint that it wants. Given that there have been

continued on page 11
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guaranteed an all-Ireland economy andpotence, put the cap on it, browbeating

that Brexit is therefore in legal conflict Trimble into submission.
with it. Blair must have been advised that
the GFA did no such thing and this is the on it.
nearest he can get to going along with the
idea that it did.

Dublin, after Reynolds, has been adrag

SJ, who is Professor of Philosophy at
Loyola University, Chicago:

"Leaving the dead to bury their dead,
the living need to choose what in the past
is serviceable for the current challenge of
building a new Irish political community"
(Nationalist Ireland Almost Universally
Condemned The Soloheadbeg Killings
As Murder Irish Times, 15.1.19).

Yet the robbery of dynamite at
Soloheadbeg-

"started a chain of events that brought
not just one, but three, civil conflicts.
These were fought primarily between
Irish people: Protestants and unionists
vs. Catholics and nationalists in Belfast,
the Bandon valley and elsewhere; Sinn
Fein and the IRA vs a nationalist
‘establishment’ of the Irish Parliamentary
Party and the RIC ; and, eventually, the
Civil War over the Treaty.".

All of that followed quickly from an
armed robbery at Soloheadbeg that was
almost universally condemned as murder
when it happened!!

It set the fashion in murder, did it?
People were shocked by it for an instant,
but it gave them a taste for murder, which
they indulged freely over the next few
years!

And the Imperial Parliament was not
involved. (Or did Professor Murphy just
forget to mention it?)

What is now generally understood to
have been a war between an elected Irish
Government and an unelected British
Government of Ireland was really a series
of faction fights—civil conflicts"—
between Irishmen.

Isthatwhat Professor Murphy is saying?
Oris he saying that that is how it should be
presented as commemorative history, in

The event needs to be recognised fororder to encourage people to forget about

It was the joint entry of Britain and whatitwas: a War caused by a particularlyit so that they can begin living in a present
Ireland into the Common Marketthattook perverse form of undemocratic govern- that has no past?

down the commercial border between ment. Butthe wordaris not mentioned
them. And the introduction of free trade in their article. What is mentioned is
had nothing to do with bringing the Warto "horrendous crimes"And yet the Agree-

He seems to advocate living in an
exclusive present, guided only by beautiful

aclose. The War began when there was anent of which they boast set up the ideals—in other words, Existentialism

commercial border and continued for 26 horrendous criminals in Government

years after it was taken down. offices!

But a blank present is not easily
established. Human understanding, as

That encourages the legalistic feuding cultivated in this region of the world at
Dublin had little or nothing to do with that continues unabated in the North.least,insists oncausationintime,whichis
ending the War. Well, Charles Haughey Official recognition of the fact of War History. Itinsists on having some notion
had something to do with it, but the alters the perspective in which incidents of howitcame about. Is Professor Murphy
Haughey Governmentwhile in powerwas are experienced. But it is Dublin that is suggesting thatit should be fed with fantasy

repudiated by the Dublin Establishment. most resistant to such recognition.
And Ahern, who was made by Haughey,
joined the elitist mob against him.
The"peace processivas setin motion

by the Adams groupinthe IRA, the isolated
figure of John Hume in the SDLP, and the
isolated figure of Haughey in Dublin. not recording what was the case.
And Blair, in the moment of his omni-

Living In
A Continuous Present?

'History' should be cherry-picking—

history?

But isn't that what Communist Russia
was accused of attempting to do, and
roundly condemned for attempting it?

Stringent Protestantism did produce a
kind of history-free existence in this world

That is the view of Fr. Seamus Murphy by means of another world which determ-



ined, by means of continuous interferenct
every single thing that happened in th

world. Everything was predestined by thg

Creator at the moment of creation, and t
Creatorwas continuously active in causin
all those things to happen which he ha
predestined to happen.

They did not happen through seculs
causation within this world but through
Divine management of this world from
another world.

But Roman Catholicism insisted from

the start that free-will operated in this

world and that the Creator in the othe
world only passed judgment later on ho

History, therefore, was real in the Catholi

of almost two thousand years was th
product of the intertwining of a particulaf
strain of Christianity with the utterly
secular and historical Roman Empire.

It is true that Irish Christianity only
became structurally Roman Catholic i
the 19th century, but long, long befor
that it had its own history. Escape into &

empty present, where life will be guided up to before it was attacked by Free State forces, with heavy guns supplied by

only by fancy, will not be easy to consoli
date, though that seems to be what t
situation is just now. If Ireland ceases t
be historical onits own it will be reabsorbe
into British history.

Irexit: a cunning plan
for Irish Unity!

The National Platform EU Research
And Information CentreDirector, Anth-
ony Coughlan, has issue@tatement On
What Was Supposed To Be The UK's 'Bre

|

N
individuals had acted in their freedom..|
o

a)

view of things. And the European culture

1 meant dividing the people.

a)
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Cathal Brugha And Britain's

Thank you for publishing, in your March issue, my introductory remarks, at the
Dail centenary commemoration on January 21, preceding a re-enactment of the
of the Declaration of Independence by my grandfather, Cathal Brugha, who had pr
at that inaugural session.

Further to Manus O'Riordan's "Treaty War" article in your April issue, | would
¢ point out:

Divide And Rule

Cathal Brugha was concerned about Britain's tactic of divide and rule.

They had failed to defeat the Irish people. So get them to defeat themselves

They would have liked a civil war between Catholic and Protestant, similar to

othey were to foment between Hindu and Muslim in India, and between Jew and M
in Palestine.

His concernwas always for the people of Ireland, more than for any particular pg
institutions. When he promised to keep the Army disciplined after the Dail voted to
the Treaty, he chose to accept that the Republic was gone. The alternative wou

He spent the last few months of his life arguing that republicans should not tg
Narms to defend the Republic, including trying to get them to leave the Four Court

He and others then tried to create a diversion in O'Connell Street, to help 1
N&ressure on the Four Courts. In joining this he was not defending the Republic. K
O trying to defend republicans, whom he had led as Minister for Defence throughg
0 War of Independence. His sacrificing his life appears to have been a last deg
attempt to bring both sides to their senses, that they should not be fighting each
Cathal MacSwiney Brugha

PS
For those who might be interested in citations, and quotations: Cathal Brugha

"An sean-chleas: déan deighilt, agus beidh smacht agat!"

in a 1909 lecture on Eoghan Rua O Neill, quoted in both the two biographies of (
Brugha, in Irish, by O Dochartaigh p.25, and Sceilg p.29.

it

X * The old trick: bring about a split

Independence DayMarch 29). It says:

"If the leadership of Sinn Fein had
stuck by the EU-critical principles which

the party upheld in Ireland's EU-related
referendums... and backed Brexit in the

UK referendum, there probably have bee
a majority in the North for Brexit. There

would also have been a whole new

truly a sad situation that the current Sinn again, as it was entirely unable to do i
Fein leadership now finds itself aligned thinking for itself. (See February 201
with the mostreactionary anti-democratic |ish political Reviewfor a reprint of that

forcesinthese islands andinternationally article and commentary on it. Editor)
that seek to scupper Brexitin the interests

N ofEU supernationalism..."
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Crotty's Sovereignty Movement was

directed against the EU as the great threat

The Press Release is accompanied by |rish sovereignty.

dynamic between Sinn Feinand the DUP g article of C. Desmond Greaves of the

for they would have been on the sam
progressive side.
"If a Northern majority had con-

€ British Communist Party, published in his

Irish Democraof March 1977 Thoughts

The reason why the Irish Establishme

nt

became seriously incoherent, and its

sequently voted for Brexit, Sinn Feinand On Socialism, Nationalism And Partition political life became erratic, and it began

the DUP together could then have turned Today

to the Dublin Government and political

parties and called on them to follow the

UK out of the EU, thus preventingan EU NO
external border being thrown across the British Communist Party conducte
Ireland and putting the Southern Estab- by Greaves, but was not a member of th

lishment politically on the spot.

"That might have encouraged some
Northern Unionists to think of the possibly
progressive role they might play in a
future All-Ireland State, side by side with

Republicans...

Coughlan was a member of the Con-

eof undemocratic government, different i

Communist Party. He was lateramember™ " - .
of the Irish Sovereignty Movement found- which contained it.
ed by Professor Raymond Crotty. Profes- It denied that the Ulster Protestan

to jettison its history, was that it would
recognise neither that the Ulster Protestants

lly Association, a front-organisation of were a different people from the nationalist
d Irish nor that Northern Ireland was a system

n

kind from the political system of the state

ts

sor Raymond Crotty had an article in the were a distinct people It held that they

London Times appealing to the British were part of the Irish national body but
"Having missed that opportunity, itis Establishmentto take Irelandin hand oncefailed entirely to draw them into the

3



political life of the Irish national body. In  simmering while self-righteously con- Northern Ireland structure'lsot a viable
fact it never made any serious attempt todemning those who tried to do something political entity”. Thatis why he sponsored
engaged with the Ulster Protestant com-towards resolving it. British sovereignty no internal initiatives in the North—
munity, except by the most superficial in the North was illegitimate, but it must schemes which had never done anything
debating points whose only effect was not be challenged in the way illegitimate but aggravate the Unionists—but treated

aggravation. regimes in other parts of the world were the Provo War as a problem for the British
If it had asserted national territorial challenged. It was sacrosanct thoughState, to be resolved by a British accom-
rights over the Ulster Protestants, acknow-illegitimate. modation with the IRA, which he took to

ledging that they were a different people,  This duplicity was inaugurated by Jack be representative of the Nationalist
that would have been intelligible. But, in Lynch, advised by Saint T.K. Whitaker, community.
defiance of all the evidence, itinsisted thatin the Summer of 1970. It is plainly
they were the same people evidentin Whitaker's correspondence with  In 1920 Whitehall had intimidated the
(Greaves once described the differencel‘yrt])?h gt thg t'ms ' V;'?'Ch \{vas putin the ;Jrlittlar;%;r;:gn;sgér:]tqo olﬁelrggggi: T)?(IJ\IV\?k::z;t
between the Irish and the English asPUblic domain about twenty years ago. and sy " L
. . the Unionist leader into submitting to a
resembling the difference between cats : )
. kind of two-nations federal re-arrangement
and dogs. That comparison would be Haughey And .
. ; ofthe devolved governmentwhich cancel-
much more credibly made between the Padraig O hUiginn

Ulster Protestant Irish and the other Irish.) L Ied_ th? majquty status_ in politics of the
The other major civil servant of that era Unionist majority. This was de facto

The reasonwhy the Irish Establishment gieq recently—Padraig © hUiginn. He acknowledgementthatwhat existed inthe
would notrecognise that, leaving Partition a5 given a mean-spirited obituary in the North was not democracy.
aside, the Northern Ireland system was ayish Times He had been Haughey's civil  The IRA then gave permission to the
system of undemocratic governmentwith- geryant, active in the making of the new Dublin Establishment to repeal the sove-
in the democratic British state, was fear |ye|land—the Ireland of the Financial Ser- reignty claim.
that, if it was made an issue of, the regionyjces Centre and the Social Partnership— The purpose—or the function—of the
would be broughtwithin the Britishdemo- against the hostility of the political and Good Friday Agreementwas not ‘reconcil-
cracy. Northern Ireland was devolved media Establishment, including the Elders iation’ but accommodation of hostile
government combined with exclusion of Fianna Fail. And when he retired from Political bodies which could have no
from the party-political life of the state.  the civil service he wentinto collaboration common politics because their difference

with Denis O'Brien, the national capitalist. Was not policy but nationality.

Devolved government was not asked These associations with Haughey and _ _
for by anyone in the Six Counties. When o'Brien were two mortal sins that must  What has been going on since the GFA,

first proposed, it was rejected by the neyer be forgiven. The Lynch/Whitaker @s before it, is a process of communal
Unionist Party. The Unionists were regime was the ideal Irish regime for attrition, but on a playing field that has
persuaded by Whitehall to accept it. Britain—which, after all, had been asked Peenlevelled. Anthony Coughlan's scheme
Half a century later, w_hen devolved {5 resume the governing of Ireland, at forgettingthg representative bodies ofthe
Governments were set up in Scotland andsecond hand, by Professor Raymond{Wo communities to act together on some
Wales, in order to ward off independence cyotty(sedrish Political ReviewFeb. 2012)  issuewould nothave the effecthe supposes
movements, the parties of the state, the —and which he supposes only because he
Tory and Labour Parties, continued to Haughey is still characterised as a gun-sees their difference as a mere policy
operate in Scotland and Wales. But therunner for the Provos. Our most distin- difference.
Six Counties were excluded from British guished historian, Professor Foster, Sinn Fein and the DUMave acted
party politics from the start. continues to tell that tale, simply ignoring closely together—a thing which the SDLP
There was no Ulster independencethe Trial verdictand the evidence presentedand the UPP failed to do—without there
movement to be warded off. British atit. And he brought corruption to Irish being an hint of 'reconciliation’ occurring.
politics would certainly have attracted public life! Fintan O'Toole says there is  If Coughlan's primary concern is Parti-
people from both communities in sub- nodoubtthat he was 'onthe take'—thoughtion, then he should begin by searching
stantial numbers. There would have beenthere is a question abduthether he gave  out the cause of it—which is the establish-
less ground for complaint about sectariananything in return A bribe which is of  mentofan Irish state separate from Britain.
politics. But sectarian tensions kept the no profit to the briber is still a bribe. And It was obvious from the time that O'
Borderissue alive. That can have beentheéd gift of money can only be a bribe, Connell launched the Repeal mo ;
only reason why, when the introduction of because O'Toole cannotimagine anybody. P vemen
Tory and Labour party-politics to the North giving him afree giftin appreciation of his in the 1830s that there was a coherent

was raised as a live issue, Dublin Govern-extraordinary services to the state. gomon;gg'ttgsgn ;zlastitg; ftrr(;zrir;[ BV\r/i?asinUtLtﬁ;It):ar
ments used all theirinfluence to preventit. . P 0sep ' :
Haughey assembled an authoritarianPresbyterians who had collaborated with

The purpose of Dublin politics was to force withinthe administration ofalimping him on the repeal of the Test Act (called
keep tensions over the Border alive, ratherdemocracy and forced the economy out ofCatholic Emancipation, but it was not
than do anything practical towards endingthe pre-Keynesian doldrums into the only that: it had a Dissenter element)
Partition. A"British withdrawal’, which  finance capitalist era of credit. And he parted company with him on the Repeal
its formal position demanded, was not recognised the crucial pointthat the Ulster movement.
something it desired but something it Protestant community is not an alienated Partition did not occur in the 1830s
feared. It would neither repeal the sove-part of the nation which could be won because there was no prospect of the
reignty claim nor do anything towards back by either blandishments or threatsRepeal movementsucceeding. Itoccurred
realising it. Its ideal was to keep the issuebut is something in itself, and that the 90yearslater, when Home Rule was finally



implemented. It occurred when the Britig
Government ceased to govern Ireland,

William O'Brien saw this coming. Heq
saw John Redmond's policies as drivi
the situation towards Partition. In order
avert Partition, he proposed that someth
less than legislative Home Rule should
sought in the first instance, so that the
should be some form of all-Ireland admin

stration, however slight, that was not an

institution of the British Government. H

h monarchy itself was restored, but the newagainst the Irish democracy and accepted
ruling class arranged for an invasion by an endto that four-year warwhichincluded
William of Orange to replace the legiti- a set-up in Northern Ireland that led to

ngmate King (as John Bruton acknowledges)another, longer, 25-year, war, before

o and establish royal rule with Parliament constitutional reform ameliorated govern-

ngas the instrument and certainly not theing arrangements to the level of being

bemaster. tolerable to the minority.

re In due course, the Prime Minister

i- replaced the monarch as arbiter. John Bruton's solution for Brexit is for

the British Government to become what

And it was kept like that until Wednes- he believes was achieved over 300 years

P

won 9 seats from Redmond's party on thatday, 27th March 2019, when Parliament aqo, i.e., to be the servant of Parliament.

issue in the 1910 Elections, but that fg
has been deleted from published histo

Coughlan's cunning scheme for endi

cttook control of parliamentary business But his 'solution’ is a cause of the problem.

y.and promptly showed its inability to what he believes, which is the accepted
govern. It could not decide on any of its notion by millions, is contradicted by an

g members' 16 policy proposals on Brexit— elementary knowledge of the actual course

Partition by following Britain out of the]
EU is in effect a scheme to make Irela
a subordinate region of Britain. Itis ve
unlikely that it would induce the Ulste
Unionists to agree to the ending of Pa
tion. But, if it was followed through b
Ireland rejoining the British Union as i
left the European Union, then, of cour
Partition would end along with the Iris
state.

Butthatis allinthe sphere of anideali
detached from the reality of accomplish
fact, as distinct from an idealism th
might be a guiding influence within
accomplished fact.

Desmond Greaves, as a senior mem
of the British Communist Party, saw th
European Union from the viewpoint g
Soviet interest. Coughlan is his litera
executor. But the Soviet Union has lor
gone, and it is a shame to see Cough

whittled down to 8 by the Speaker. Later, of British history.
dit succeeded by one vote in passing a Bill

ordering the Prime Minister to delay the  The secret of Britain's political success-
Brexit process, butitdid notdare to proposees (and failures) was not its parliamentary
i- a Bill to reverse the referendum result— system but the existence and capabilities
which is whatit really wanted. Thereby its of the ruling class that emerged from its
indecision was continued. civil war and theGlorious Revolutioh
Everything else was an agency/instrument
Itis worth reflecting on what John calls ofthatforce—navy, army, banking system,
this "inventiort has been instrumental in  parliament, etc.
creating and remains quite happy with—  That class put the content, the life, into
dand we will stay close to home. all these agencies or instruments. To put it
t The Penal Laws in all their glory were jn Burkean terms it was a casernén not
enacted immediately after the new dis- measure'sor, as Canning argued against
pensation and lasted over the following "the idle supposition that it is the harness
century. The Irish copy-cat invention of and not the horses that draw the chariot
pethe Mother of Parliaments, thdri$h"  along'. The British ruling class is the
e Parliament, wanted to go a stage furtherhorse of modern British history, and
f and passed an Act in 1727 to have allparliament is not much more than an
y Catholic priests castrated in the belief thatornament to impress the gullible. To
g this was the only way to stop Catholicism follow Canning's analogy, it is like the
arPropagating itself. Like all suchlrlsh”  plumes and tassels that adorn a horse's

still being guided by its whip hand.

Acts it had to be confirmed by Westmin- \yinkers.

Constitutional
Realities!

continued

should, in accordance with those tradi- minations and other marvels were nev
tions, act as a servant of parliament, notyingered by Parliament. In fact Parliame

the other way around"Why it is utterly

undemocratic to deny second UK
referendum'lrish Independent, 23 March

2019).

This is history for the nursery. The kept completely in the dark about th

"attemptto make Parliamentthe source

legitimacy caused the civil war and the and then MPs were hustled into supportir

rule of Mr. Cromwell whointer alia, had

to abolish it because that system just didsecretary.
not work, and he re-established monarch-

ical rule under another name—whatwou
now be called a dictatorship.

This political experiment created such
a horror among those who experienced it And, of course, that most democrati
that they and their successors ensured th&®arliament of 1918—with its extendeT
such a thing would not happen again. Thefranchise—went along with the wa

ster, which it would no doubt have done

exceptthat Walpole quashedit—confirm-  When that ruling class loses it way, its

ing him in his contempt for Parliamentary agencies lose their way and that is what is
shenanigans and thereby also illustratinghappening in the UK and its Parliament

where real power lay. over Brexit.

) Jack Lane
We need not remind ourselves that,

further afield, slavery, colonialism, exter

'Empire Realities!

Mt
had no say whatever in the mostimportapt  British colonial oppression still con-

State activity of all—going towar—which| tinued after Indian independence. There
was a constant occurrence. For exampjeWas an agency in Belfast recruiting

Parliament—and even the Cabinet—wefesupervisorsfor the tea pickers in Indig.
b One, inthe shipyard, where | worked, was

1 trying to recruitthem from there in 1948—
gand being paid 10 shillings a head if
nsuccessful. He was about to leave|for
India, a young thug, who spoke of beatjng
r the pickers—allwomen—on the back wjth
a knotted rope if they worked too slow]y.
"That's all you had to do", he said.
It seems whites were getting out
C India as fast as they could atindependg
and their jobs needed filling.
Wilson John Haire

5

Ofpreparations for war on Germany in 191
that war by a single speech of the Foreig

The first time that Parliament was evg
Idactually asked to agree to go to war, Hy

Blair, to help invade Iraq, it did so.
of

nce




[Continuing our series on the events of 1919 with the help of the daily newspaper of the First Dail, thish Bulletin.]

LEST WE FORGET (5)

The following are the Acts of Aggression committed in Ireland by the Military and Police
of the Usurping English Government, as reported in the Censored Daily Press,
during the week ending
July 26th, 1919.
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MONDAY, 21st JULY, 19109. and proceeded to clear the road. Two other charges were made

onisolated groups of peopleimmediately after. While proceeding
down Fleet Street, Dublin, about Midnight on Saturday, three
young lads were charged by a number of police, and one of
them was so severely injured that he had to be taken in an
ambulance to Jervis Street Hospital._On Saturday night ("Peace
Night") baton charges by police also took place in Grafton

) e . Street, Henry Street, Dame Street, O’Connell Street, and
E. Coleman; an.d J. 0 Brlen{ Youghal, Cp. Cork, were fmed at College Street, Dublin. Sixteen persons were treated in Jervis
the Petty Sessions for selling flags without a permit. The

) : ) treet Hospital during the night, mostly for scalp wounds.
accused did not appear at the Court; Miss Harris stated she ha% : .
a permit for Mr. de Valera, and Miss Fitzgibbon said she had In Cork on Saturday night the police made several baton

. X X . B charges, principally in Patrick Street, and the adjoining
one from the Irish Repu.bllc'.l The flags were inscribed "Help thoroughfares. In Parliament Street, a crowd stoned police,
Central Europe — Starving.

who retaliated by firing a volley at the people. No casualties are

Raid- Police searched the house of Mr. M. Foley, Edenderry, reported.

King’s Co. and took away a syllabus of military strategy. Serious disturbances took place in Limerick, owing to disputes
between British soldiers and civilians. Armed police made

Armed Assault Ameeting was held in Beresford Place, Dublin, baton charges on the crowds. Several civilians were treated for
on Saturday night, and was attended by about 300 people. ABcalp wounds. About a hundred British military were ordered
ex-soldier addressed the crowd, which was good- humouredutto reinforce the police but the crowds had already dispersed._
and orderly. When the meeting was dispersing a large body of
police, armed with revolvers and batons, appeared on the scene. TUESDAY, July 22nd, 1919.

The assembly which by this time was considerably thlnne%?rmed Assaults While burning some Union Jacks on "Peace”

immediately broke up. Seeing this, the police broke rank a — .
drew their batons, and advanced on the double on the remnarPtay’ in Lismore, Waterford, a crowd were charged by police

of the crowd. After the charge, in which the police used their with batons. Several were injured in the charge.

baton freely and indiscriminately, half a dozen people werRaid- A force of detectives arrived in a military wagon driven
seen at one time lying on the roadway. While a crowd who hadby a soldier and searched the house of Mr. James McCullagh,
been singing Irish songs outside the old G. P. O., in Dublin onClonturk Avenue, Drumcondra, Dublin, yesterday morning.
Saturday night, were dispersing, police appeared on the scendothing was found.

Sentences For collecting for Dail Eireann without a permit
from the "authorities". William Jackson, Michael Jackson, and
Michael Cabhill, were at Foynes, Limerick, sentenced to one
month imprisonment in default of bail. They were removed to
Limerick prison under a strong military and police escort. The
Misses N. Fitzgibbon; M.E. Harris, M. Owens; A.M. McDonald;



Proclamations An Irish Festival in connection with the Raids:- Large forces of British military and police left Cappa
pi|grimage toa H0|yWe|| was announced to be held at C|onbeg, Pier, Kilrush, Co. Clare, by boat and landed on Scattery Island.
Aherlow, Tipperary, on Sunday. The "authorities” announced They made thorough searches in each house (in all about 20) for
that the gathering would not be allowed. Soldiers with arms. They discovered some old rusty fowling- pieces, and four
armoured_cars and machine guns arrived during the day tof these they took away with them. They also searched the ruin
enforce the proclamation. An Irish Language Festival announcedof the Tower, before returning to Kilrush.

to be held at Murroe, Limerick, on Sunday, was proclaimed.g spressions:- A closing order under D.O.R.A., signed by Swift,
K.C., "Chief City Magistrate" was served on the caretaker of 44

WEDNESDAY, July 23rd, 1919. Parnell Square, Dublin. The building was used by the O’Rahilly
Courtmartial:- Mr. Hugh Kennedy, Bansha, Co. Tipperary, was and Thomas Ashe, Sinn Fein Cumainn, and contained the
tried by courtmartial at Cork on a charge of possessingoffices of Cumann na mBan. The order was made on the
seditious_literature, namely an old copy of the official organ of affidavit of a police Inspector that the place was being used for

the Irish Volunteers. He was found "not guilty” and "seditious purposes" and was served on the care taker at his
discharged._Patrick Horgan, Cashel, Co. Tipperary, was releaseglace of business.

from Cork Jail in such a weak condition that he had to be ) ) )
removed to the South Infirmary immediately for treatment. Armed Assaults:- A shop assistant, returning to Claremorris, Co.
Mayo, was attacked by seven soldiers and thrown off his

Armed Assault:- In Athy, Co. Kildare, on Monday evening, 40 picycle. His hands were twisted behind his back, and his
demobilised British soldiers rushed up Duke Street and forcibly gssailants who addressed him as "a dirty Irish dog" were
entered a shop owned by a Sinn Feiner. After destroyingmarching him_towards the water-fall at Brook hill when another
everything they could lay hands on, they completely wrecked soldier came to his rescue. At the approach of a picket from the
the cycle stores in front of the shop, smashing the cycles andown the soldiers fled to their camp. It is stated that some of
windows. They then tore down and burned a banner with anthem have since been placed under arrest. The _injured man

Irish motto in Leinster Street. Volunteers had to guard the \yas subsequently helped home, and has not yet been able to
houses and premises of other Sinn Feiners in the town. resume work.

Proclamatiorr A meeting to be held in the Mansion House,
Dublin last night under the auspices of Cumannacht na h-
Eireann, at which Mr. John McLean, M.A., Glasgow, was to FRIDAY, July 25th, 1919.
speak, was proclaimed. About 7 o’clock, 50 armed police undeérrest:- Mr. Liam Tannem, Dublin, one of the 20 prisoners who
a Superintendent and a couple of Inspectors marched intcescaped from Mountjoy Jail on March 29th, 1919, was re-
Dawson Street and took possession of all the approaches to tharrested yesterday by detectives in the Public Health Offices,
Mansion House, preventing anyone from entering. Those inMunicipal Buildings, where he was employed. He was taken to
charge of the arrangements were informed that no meetingthe Lower Castle Yard and later to Mountjoy.
would be allowed. Groups of people, whointended to participat& tmartial-
in the proceedings were "moved on" by police. The meetin ourimartia®.-
was subsequently held elsewhere.

James Byrne, 28 Lr. Stephen Street, Dublin, was
gtried by Court Martial in Dublin, charged with unlawfully
possessing 5 revolvers, a German automatic pistol, a machine
Raid- The residence of Mr. J. A. Burke, Member of the Irish gun belt, with 250 cartridges, 220 rifle cartridges, 2 hand
Parliament for Mid. Tipperary, Rochford House, Tipperary, was grenades, and atin of gunpowder. Accused refused to recognise
raided by a large force of British Military and Police. Thisis the the Court. The sentence has not transpired.
third raid within the past six months. On not finding Mr. Burke

- i ) 'Arrest:- Mr. Francis Whitney, Drumlish, Longford, was arrested
the military and police left again.

by armed military and police at his resideyesterday. A
thorough search was made of his house, and it is reported that
THURSDAY, July 24th, 1919. some ammunition was found. He was removed to Dublin.
Courtmartial- Mr. Matthew Butler, Turtullen, Thurles, Co. Whitney is only a short time home form Belfast Jail where he
Tipperary, was tried by courtmartial at Cork on a charge of served 3 months for drilling.

possessing seditious literature. The literature in quesuoBe ortation:- Mr. Hugh Thornton, Kilbogan Hill, Bandon, Co.

The evidence stated that the erature was found i the nouse i 0Tk Was served with an order requiing i o eave Munster
) = ) immediately. Thornton has beenin Bandon since 1916 and was
which Butler was living, but there was nothing to connect the

. - .~ District Manager of the New Ireland Assurance Co. The order
accused withthem. The decision of the Court has nottranspwedfor his banishment was signed by Lt. General Shaw.

Arrest:- Mr. Cornelius O’'Mahony, Tralee, Editor of the "Kerry
News" was arrested yesterday at his residence, Moyderw
and charged under D.O.R.A., with refusing to admit the police
to a lecture at Tralee Theatre on June 25th.

entence:- Mr. Hugh H. McGlennon, Crossgar, Co. Down, was
'sentenced to six months with hard labour by a Crimes Court, on
a charge of unlawful assembly and assaulting a constable.
According to the evidence, during a Sinn Fein procession,
Trial Sentence:- O'Mahony refused to recognise the Court andyicGlennon struck a constable with a hurley. The constable

was ordered to enter into recognisances for his future goodyas awarded £300 compensation. Accused refused to recognise
behaviour, or in default 3 months in Cork Jail. He refused to the Court.

enter into recognisances, and was removed to Cork Jail.

Sentences:- Messrs. M. Jackson, W. Jackson, and M. Cahill, SATURDAY, July 26th, 1919.
Foynes, Limerick, charged for collecting for Dail EireannRaids:- Armed police raidedthe Young Men’s Hall, Cloughjordan,
without a permit, and refusing to give bail, have beenimprisonedTipp., on Wed. night, and turned out those who were passing
in Limerick Jail. their time there. The hall is a social Club, with no connection
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with any political party. The Village of Kilmaine, Co. Mayo, Wexford Petty Assizes. Owing to the disturbance caused by
was raided early on Thursday morning by "British military and discharged and demobilised soldiers in Athy, Co. Kildare, the
police” on motor lorries and bicycles. The raiders made Urban District Council have found it necessary to take action to
exhaustive searches for arms and ammunition in gardens, outprotect the lives and property of the people in the town. The
offices and hay-fields, while the inhabitants slept. At about 8 following resolution was passed at their last meeting:-

a.m. th(_ay made a general house to h(_)use sea_rch, n Wh'Ch "Inview of recent wanton and malicious disturbance of property,
everything indoors was ransacked, causing greatinconveniencegn g the organised attempt to terrorise the people of the town by

and annoyance to the residents. Nothing was found during the 5 section of demobilised soldier and the inadequate protection
search, and the raiders left the district about 11 a.m. afforded by the civil authorities; we call upon the well-disposed

. . S citizens of Athy to enrol themselves with the town clerk to
Courtmartial- Austin Geraghty, Boghill, Lisdoonvarna, Clare, preserve the peace, property and civil liberties.”

was tried by courtmartial at Cork on July 17th, on a charge of

illegal drilling and sentenced to six months imprisonment with The Chairman of the Council, Mr. P. P. Doyle, stated he
hard labour. had written a letter to the District Inspector of Police, pointing

_ ~outthat a number of police stood idly looking on when the mob
Sentence For possessing a shot-gunand 15rounds of ammunitionyas destroying private property.

without a permit, John Hall, Fairfield, Wexford, was fined at

2 0 2 s 5

2 | 3 s§S| = e

DATE| «» | 2 | 8 5 | 28| & 3.3

% 5 < = o5 | &8 =25

o 2 =) 8 G = 3 S E

= c o = o 8 §2] S L E

v E = |32 | 3 | |g

July < o3 O E k5

28 5 - 1 - - 4 1 11
29 1 ) 1 1 3 -

30 - . 1 3 1 2 - 7

31 2 ) - - - 1 6 9

Aug. ©

- 5 - - - -

2 y 8 13

Total 8 5 3 4 4 15 7 46

MONDAY, JULY 28th, 19109. English military authorities. Large forces of military and
police took possession of the roads leading to the venue and
held up all traffic. The festival was held secretly in the adjacent
hills. An Irish Language Festival at Craugh, Co. Limerick, was
Arrests- Mr. Jerh. O’'Dwyer, Ballydavid, Co. Tipperary, was similarly proclaimed. Police and military being drafted in great
arrested by military and police at his home at night. He was numbers to suppress any endeavours to hold it. Flying columns
carried off to the Military barracks. The charge brought against of English forces scoured the surrounding country to prevent
him is not disclosed. the festival being held elsewhere. A third Language Festival
Four young men whose names were not given were arrestedvas suppressed at Ballyneety, East Limerick. In this latter
and tried at Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, for "indecent behaviour". place the military with full war-equipment took possession of
The police declared the "indecent behaviour" consisted inthe field in which the festival was to have been held.
singing the national songs. Only by a slight majority of th
magistrates was this scandalous charge dismissed and the
men liberated.

Raids- The house of Mr. O’Dwyer, Ballydavid, Co. Tipperary,
was raided and searched by a large body of military and police

eI'reatment of Prisoners Mr. William O’Dogherty, who was
sentenced by enemy courtmartial to 9 months’ imprisonment
for possession of a revolver, was released from Galway Gaol in
Armed Assaults Armed police attacked and dispersed a crowd broken health.
who were returning from a public welcome given to a political
prisoner whose health being broken by the treatment given him WEDNESDAY, JULY 30th, 1919.

in Cork Jail had been released. Armed Assaults A large body of English military attacked a

picnic party at Sarsfield Rock, Co. Limerick, dispersing them
TUESDAY, JULY 20th, 1919. by a bayonet charge. There were many women and children in
Arrests- Mr. O’Dwyer, a prominent citizen of Thurles, was held the party.

up on the public highway at the point of the revolver by militaryTreatment of PrisonersMr. John Gallagher of Enniscorthy who

and police and his resistance being overcome was searched: ) .
was sentenced to five years penal servitude by enemy

Suppressions An Irish Language Festival and sports arranged courtmartial for possession of "seditious literature" was released
to be held at Dolly’s Brae, Co. Down, was proclaimed by the in broken health from Maryboro’ Convict prison. His condition




necessitated his immediate removal to Hospital. SATURDAY, AUGUST 2nd, 1919.

Militarism:- It was stated at a meeting of soldiers held in thécourtmartial:- Sergeant John Clarke and Sapper W. F. Comans,
barracks at Thurles, Co. Tipperary, that the militarism the two Australian soldiers, were tried by courtmartial yesterday at
Irishmen who had fought for the liberation of Belgium, found Ship Street Barracks, charged with marching at the head of a
in Ireland on their return home was more terrible than that theySinn Fein procession the day after the signing of Peace; and
had seen in Belgium during the German occupation. In Thurles,with wearing Sinn Fein colours. Both the accused were
the police have erected sand-baggage strongholds.  Fullyacquitted. Mr. W. McNally, Molly, Longford, was charged ata
armed troops continually patrol the Streets of the town. courtmartial in Ship Street with possessing a seditious document

) . _ and with assaulting a R. |. C. constable. The hearing was

Courtmartial:- - Mr. Eamonn O'Kelly, Dublin was tried by 5gjoumed. McNally has been in custody, untried, since June
courtmartial for being in possession of a revolver and 5.4
ammupition. Mr. L.J. MqNa_IIyofCI'c_lremount, King's County, Matthew Butler, Turtulla, Thurles, Co. Tipperary, was
was tried by courtmartial in Dublin. The charge was the yjeq by district courtmartial at Cork on a charge of possessing
possession offirearms. Sentence has notyetbeen promulgateg,, seditious leaflets namely, "Ruthless Warfare" and an

account of the treatment of Sinn Fein prisoners in Belfast Jail.
THURSDAY, JULY 31st, 1919. He was found guilty and sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonment

Raids:- Three houses were searched in Rathfarnham, Co. Dublingith hard labour.
by R.I.C. armed with rifles and batons. Nothing incriminating i ) )

was found. Armed British Military, accompanied by armoured>entence:- Maurice Culhane, Listowel, Co. Kerry; Patrick

cars, searched the premises of Mr. Michael Gray, Main StreetMcMahon, do.; John Morrissey, do.; and Laurence O'Keeffe,
Maryboro’ , Queen’s Co. Itis stated that some miniature rifle 90 Were summoned to Limerick Petty Sessions to answer

ammunition was found._The same party of military searched harges of damage done to their cells in the county prison on
the house of Mr. Walsh Rylikiproe Maryboro'. An old service February 5th and 14th, while prisoners. The disturbance at the
rifle was found and cor,nmandeeréd. time arose out of an agitation for political status. None of the

accused appeared before the court. Each was fined 10/- and

Arrests:-  Following a search by military and police on his home ordered to pay compensation for damage done.
at Lalor’s Mills, Maryboro’, Queen’s County Mr. L. Brady
R.W.C. was arrested in bed on Tuesday morning and broug
Mountjoy Gaol. Mr. M. B. M’Auliffe, Newmarket, Co. Cork
was arrested by armed police. No charge has been formu
as yet.

ht to This is an extract from fll reprint of newspaper of Dail
Eireann giving war reports.
lated”Ublished so far:
Volume 1, 12th July 1919 to 1st May 1920. 514pp.
Volume 2, 3rd May 1920 to 31st August 1920. 540pp.
Courtmartial:- James Byrne, 28 Lr. Stephen Street, Dublin,jwas Volume 3, 1st September 1920 to 1st January 1921. 695pp
tried by District courtmartial at Ship Street, Dublin on acharge Volume 4: in preparation
of possessing firearms, ammunition, and explosives withqut aa36, £30 paperback, per volume (=55, £45 hardback)
permit, and was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment With POSTFREE in Ireland and Britain
hard labour. https://www.atholbooks-sales.org/

Act which enables the authorities to send additional forces of

In its "On this day“ Centenary police into disturbed areas. Limerick and Westport are already
i - " notified as military areas in consequence of murders of a peculiarly
series, the London "Times brutal and cowardly type. The police in all the "proclaimed”
i i i districts, and in many other parts of Ireland, take their lives in
reproquced Its ed|t0r|a| Of 15th their hands in the performance of their daily duty. The Royal Irish
Aprll 1919), | |nC|t|ng more Constabulary never had a severer strain upon their loyalty than at
" i i i " : ili i this juncture in the long tragedy of Irish history. They are entitled
active I?te rye_ntluon n mllltarl Iy to the fullest support of the Government, and are entitled to know
pOlICIﬂg Ireland that should they fall at the hands of a cowardly assassin those they
leave behind will be provided for. A proclamation posted in
| thousands in Tipperary declared that any policeman found in
Strong Measures! certain areas would be "deemed to have forfeited his life". The

“The Lord Chancellor, in moving in the House of Lords thethreat extends to all persons who "in any way" help the
second reading of the Criminal Injuries (Ireland) Bill, said withGovernment.
considerable force that those in distant lands who criticized the
British Government regarding Ireland ought to be very sure that These deplorable developments are mentioned here because
they appreciated the real nature of the Irish problem. The Bithe problem of Ireland can no longer be left as a matter of debate.
illustrates the gravity of the present situation. It provides that if dhe condition of Ireland is affecting our relations with the
policeman in Ireland is assassinated or wounded in the executiB®minions, and the misunderstanding it creates clouds our
of his duty, the district in which the crime is committed shallfriendship with the United States. The second consideration is
compensate him in the case of wounds, or provide a pension f&@at both great political parties in this country are pledged to the
his widow and children in the event of his death. hilt to observe their solemn undertakings to Ulster. The real

responsibility rests, and must continue to rest, with the British

The Privy Council last Saturday "proclaimed" the counties ofsovernment, which cannot much longer postpone active

Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Roscommon, and Tipperary, under arintervention.” [Contributed by Manus O'Riordan]
9
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and by 1948 (when he married) he was
acting Principal Officer of the Planning
Section of the Department. By 1941,
eS ahOra when he turned thirty, O'Nolan had
written three novels and published two:
‘At Swim-Two-Birds' as Flann O'Brien
in 1939 and in 1941 his Irish language
. . masterpiece, 'An Béal Bocht' (as Myles
Clair Wills and the Story She Tells (Part 11) na gCopaleen). In 1940 he began his
regular column for 'The Irish Times', '‘An

Cruiskeen Lawn'. He also had a pla
"I do not agree that the dog in a manger has the final right to the manger, even thouggtaged in 1943, at the Abbey Theatrr)e,ya

he may have lain there for a very long time. | do not admit that right. | do not admit for ¢ atire onlocal government 'Faustus Kelly'
instance, that a great wrong has been done to the Red Indians of America, or the blagl,q 3 translation of the Capek brother's
people of Australia. | do not admit that a wrong has been done to these people by the faghgect play’ at the Gaiety.

that a stronger race, a higher grade race, a more worldly-wise race, to put it that way, has:g\im-Two-Birds' "gained him aston-

come in and taken their place.” _ _ ishingly high-class praise, from Beckett,
Winston Churchill. 1937 Joyce and Borges among others. It was

i . . . always going to be hard to follow that but
In Palestine we do not propose even to go through the form of consulting the WISheS]- : - ' ' :
. . L o ~“The Third Policeman' wasn't even given
of the present inhabitants of the country .... Zionism, be it right or wrong, good or bad, 'SEhat chance”
rooted in age-long tradition, in present needs, in future hopes, of far profounder impor '
than the desires and prejudices of the 700,000 Arabs who now inhabit that ancient land."
Lord Arthur James Balfour. 1919 Longmans, his British publisher reject-
ed the novel as being too fantastical and
In this last issue that arrived by post of consists of trying to wheedle jobs or money O'Nolan was crushed and put it away in a
the 'London Review of BooksVol.41, out of his contacts, especially Timothy drawer and pretended to forget about it.

No.7, 4th April 2019, there is a review by O'Keefe, his publisher at MacGibbon and So from 1939's success wiwim-Two-

Clair Wills of 'The Collected Letters of Kee. Birds'till 'The Hard Lifein 1961, he had
Flann O'Brien', Edited by Maebh Long,  But— little standing as a writer outside of Ireland.
Dalkey Archive, 2018. Whatreally caught "the longest and most revealing Wills admits he couldn't evetpitch an

my attention was the little biography of  correspondence is with Niall Mont- article to 'The Guardian' or 'The Sunday
each contributor. Whatthey had listed for ~ gomery, a close friend from university Telegraph' without a long explanation of
Clair Wills that she is: and later a collaborator on his newspapenyho he was and what he had written"

o _ cglumn_, ‘.Nilt(h er')ortn O'Nc;1lan '%‘?Nd }0 His biographer and friend Anthony
King Edward VIl Professor of English ~ sShare In-Jokes, but on Whom N0an =iy \wrote of this prematurely-aged

. : : P could turn like a terrier as in this quoted . . .
Literature at Cambridge University. 1964 letter accusing him of plagigrism: alcoholic thatby his late forties O'Nolan

. "y re known to far more than m was generally so pickled by three in the

_We knowthatsheis als_o theLeonardL. the c|c))LeJ(F1JI‘d(Ieer gf tk:g 2ec§n§th2md,et?18e afterr?oon tha): he fetired to):)ed—he was
Milberg Professor of Irish Letters at  jagequate, the misunderstood. Hereto-never notin the position of having to carve
Princeton University, having joined the  fore this has been disguised by amassivegut a place for himself as a writer. The
faculty there in 1915. 1 can only assume  “gentleman” charlatanry and why this taijre to find an American publisher for
that when she took her sabbatical for th_e ?as now been cast aside is a total mysteryAt Swim-Two-Birds' was another blow".
Zlfaé a2r?11b8r| dshee t;:('; l:ﬁer;e;vzrr?:esasgf?ép © me. And he hated being compared to Joyce as
America, bgt that is speculation. But And that more or less revelatory snippet "€ thought of himselfas a popular

. o ) ; ovelist” who could write a novel as

certainly now Wills is a very formidable just shows how he treated everyone. Poor tertai ¢ not literature"He had
academic, having two such institutions Montgomery, an architettistinguished entertainment, not literature e ha

availing of her expertise—thus adding bY inane imitation of the work of otheys" senta copy of hisfirst novel to the popular
considerable heft to her name. as O'Nolan snidely remarked, tried to help "0Velist Ethel Mannin and when she
the writer out by assisting him with appeals UnSUrprisingly criticised its'wilful
And her review of O'Brien is clearly "to bank managers, mortgage companies®PScurity’; O'Nolan was furious.

mined from her research for her 2007 and even typewriter repair firms"

book, 'That Neutral Island: A Cultural ~ O'Nolan entered the civil service in
History of Ireland During the Second 1935 and had progressed'tbe rank of
World War; pub“shed by Faber & Faber. PrinCipal Officer but retired in 1953"
Her review is fair and balanced, which is though, as Wills points out, he had been
rather novel these days when authorssacked for hisfrequent and protracted
review one another without ever revealing absencestue to his alcoholism. Because

their close ties and any objectivity goes Of the latter, he was in poor health and wa e
out the window. She accepts that, in the!n and out of hospitaleither drying out that the works of Flann O'Brien were

main, the letters were written in the last OF being treated for a series of intractable Joycelan, ofr pos(';‘:loycean,”thﬁ n;)ore he
five years of O'Brien's life (a writer who complaints, including, at the end, throat (O'Nolan) "fumed"Eventually he began

. ; " to hate the novel describing it dshis
' cancer"
also went by_hls real name Brian O [\lo_lan dreadful book of mineand "schoolboy
along with his pen names Flann O'Brien gt he was successful at his day job andjuvenilia”.

and Myles na gCopaleen) and mostly, 1937, As Wills acknowledged, it—

Wills finds O'Nolan's scorn for Joyce,
as evidenced in these letters, somewhat
strange. After all, he had sent a coplfof
Swim-Two-Birdsto Joyce in Paris who
had already read and enjoyed the book. He
even put in a word with the French papers
Sfor O'Nolan. Butthémore critics insisted

- "he was promoted to Private Secretary "went to the heart of his ambition to be
It Is Time to the Minister for Local Government  a writer of the people, rather than an



‘artist' propped up by an ‘esoteric coterie’ oNolan "received a crushingly low
at the Abbey Theatre, by WAAMA number of votes"

(Writers, Artists, Actors, Musicians
Association) or worst of all the American

academy". But. by May of that year. he was tryin

to get references, not seeming to und
stand that he was more or less quite to
and had been for some time. When Iri
television began broadcasting on Ne
: . Year's Eve 1961, O'Nolan saw a ne
Policemanfor his new KThe Dalk ] . '

olicemantor his new bookThe Dalkey opening for his talents. In 1963, he start

Archive',in which both Saint Augustine g ) ,
and James Joyce appear. In zgletter tdvriting sketches for Jimmy O'Dea, but th

Montgomery he accepted that he Waswork wasn't partic_ula_rly _well-pai(_j.
trying to make Joyce appear "&ven a However, he kep_t p|tch|ng. ideas whig
more obnoxious prig than he isind went nowhere. Wills states:

criticised him for cultivating a pretentious
and privileged readership. O'Nolan wrote
of Joyce:

"Artists" "were a term of abuse in
O'Nolan's lexicon".

By 1963 he began to plund€&he Third

"His letters in his last years are full
'big money' certainties: a BBC serial ¢
"The Dalkey Archive' was just around th
corner and the novel he was working d
when he died—'Slattery's Sago Saga
spoof on de Valera and the Kennedys

"His maininterestin life was acting the
bollocks as grd. seigneuer (grand
seigneur).”

American market and rake in filn

One can see clearly that O'Nolan was  gptions."

quite jealous of the patronage and success

of Joyce which is understandable enough, Of course it wasn't to be and, as Wil
given his own financial situation. Butthen continues:

surely even he could acknowledge that he
followed where Joyce led! The modernist
style of both writers was fully accepted
but I think that whereas praise was heaped
upon the one, the other found the going
much harder. And it certainly had to do
with that mammoth, never to be outdone
book 'Ulysses' which had—as its intro-
duction to the English speaking world—
the burning of all its copies at Folkestone
Docks in the UK. Censorship of that ilk
meant that a lot of people took note, and
those in the Bloomsbury set were
especially keen, even if Virginia Woolf
thought'the book vulgar in the extreme"

"...more earnest cultural commentato
such as the much despised" (by O'Nolg
"Sean O'Faolain, Conor Cruise O'Brie
and Gay Byrne on 'The Late Late Sho
were coming to the fore."

Wills rightly—in my opinion—sees the
’letters, especially the job application one
as being—

"absent of personality because they 3

eloquently of the way O'Nolan thougH
about himself.He had no stable

amounted to"(Italics —JH).
Julianne Herlihy ©

was bound to break open the Irish

not personal. But they speak all tgo

perspectiveon who he was or what h¢

to Article 50 is rejected in favour of the
EU remaining on the course it set at the
recent European Council Summit.
gr- EuroscepTic REMAINERS
ic On Monday, 25th March, the papers
shwere full of pictures of a large anti-Brexit
v demonstration that jammed central Lon-
w don on the preceding Saturday. From the
bgforest of EU flags visible in many of the
e photographs, it would be easy to form an
impression that a groundswell of pro-EU
h sentiment was sweeping through public
opinioninthe UK. Thatimpression, which
seems to have been swallowed by Donald

f Tusk, would be entirely false.

f
€  While there are undoubtedly many
N individuals in Britain well disposed to-
4wards the European project, the main
| message in the literature of the anti-Brexit
activist organisations is identical to that of
the Remain side in the Referendimaving
the EU will harm the economyhere has
S been no sea-change in British attitudes to
Brussels. Whether aligned witleaveor
s Remain mainstream opinion in England
n)and Wales continues to be firmly supportive
N, of the Eurosceptical view of the EU.
V' This is evident among the anti-Brexit
intellectuals as much as among the
activists. A recent opinion column from
Simon Kupor in theFinancial Timess
'well summed up in its title:The EU's
enemy within: Eurosceptic Remairiers
'®Kupor's opening paragraph reads:

S

t "For continental Eurosceptics, Brexit
was an experiment. Only the British were
p incautious enough to want to be first out

of the door, but many countries were

thinking about going second. Brexit's

Monty Pythonesque implosion has put

It is hard not to feel some pity fo
O'Nolan—at a distance admittedly—3gs
he tried out for a series of jobs in varying
places, from the radio broadcasting studio .
in Cork to applying for a junior lectureship Brexit
in Trinity College, Dublin with a c.v. full
of "embellishments'as Wills notes. But,

continued

unrealistic expectations on the British sid

that issue to bed. What you might call
"Leave Euroscepticism"—the Boris
Johnson version—has discredited itself.
What  survives is "Remain
Euroscepticism"the version embodied
by Hungary's prime minister Viktor
Orban: stay in the EU, suck on its teat

e and, meanwhile, rot the union from the

in fairness, the civil service was incredibl
patient with him, to have kept him on fg
such alongtime—notthat he everthank
his political masters for their decency. H
even took a run for the Senate in Mar
1957 as an Independent—free as he dec
ed publicly—from:

"the fug of cant, hypocrisy and recrimg

ination that blighted Irish political life...
while the Dail was crowded with the
immediate relatives of dead or survivin
politicians, many of them quite unfittec
for public life."

Y by no means confined to the extreme
I Brexiteers, that position has been absolute-
Pdly right. If a compromise on the backstop
€ was granted, what guarantee would there
hbe that further demands for compromise
alwould not arise from the UK? What

along?
¢]

That sort of public engagement we

inside. In May's European elections,
Remain-Eurosceptic parties could get 30
per cent of the vote. Long term, they are
more dangerous than the hapless Leave
Eurosceptics" (FT, March 21).

Later in the article Kupor refers to the

guarantee would there be that such a movéold British dream’ which he describes as
would not be interpreted as confirmation the EU becominjust an expanding single
that UK intransigence had been right all market” He contends that the dream is
finally coming true because hostile countries
This article covers the Euroscepticism are each fighting their corner inthe European
of Remainers, Westminster's slow melt- Council. He produces scant evidence for a
down, a Conclusions section which attemptsclaim that the European federalist project is
to identify the causes behind the meltdown,"defunct’; but his article exemplifies the

t and afinal section in which Donald Tusk's contempt for the EU felt by many influential
down very badly, as one can imagine, ahdwell meaning appeal for a long extension British Remainers.
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Towards the end he cites the view of implementing the Brady Amendment.  put out the word that Ministers could
Timothy Garton Ash, an Oxford Professor abstain. The Government lost the vote and
of European Studies, a staunch opponent On the morning of Tuesday, March by all accounts a major Cabinet row
of Brexit and a contributor to both the 12th, speculation mounted at Westminsterensued.

Guardian and theFinancial Times He  as to what the text of legal advice from

guotes the Professor to the effect thatGeoffrey Cox would contain. A group of  Also on Wednesday an Amendment
maintaining the EU at its current state of legal experts in the Brexiteer faction, proposingamanaged exitwith atransition
development for 50 years would be areferredto asth®tar Chambemwerealso but without the Withdrawal Agreement,
"magnificent achievementbut tha  reportedtobe scouring the new documentsknown as the Malthouse compromise, was
"gradual disintegrationis more likely. It~ Onthe previous Sunday an interview with defeated by 374 votesto 164. The Amend-
is difficult to understand, given the overt Coxhad been published inwhich he statedment drew support from across the House
stratagem‘s of such Remainers, V\_/hy the "My professional reputation is far more but was closely asso_ciated with Jacob
EU doesn't prize the honest opposition of important to me than my reputation as a Rees Mogg. The Barnier Task Force had

the Brexiteers. politician. If the risk of being trapped in Previously signalled thata transition would
the backstop had not been removed, themot happen unless the Withdrawal Agree-
WESTMINSTER'S SLOW MELTDOWN I would make it as clear and plain and in ment was passed.

February's summary of Westminster ~ €xactly the same way as | did on Novem-
developments concluded at the pointwhere ber 13." Onthe Thursday a Government Motion
a second meaningful vote on February ) . proposing an extension of Article 50 until
27th was under discussion. This was to__Vhen hislegal opinionwas released at y o 30th was passed, but 188 Tory MPs
take place following concessions or L1 @m. its final sentence reathé legal )5 the pUP used the free vote to oppose
changes to the backstop which the EU wadSK rémains unchang€dThese words i 15ving urged his fellow MPs to support
expected to agree. In the event, the vote>c2/ed the fate of the second meaningfuly, o \otion, Brexit Secretary Stephen
was deferred, with Theresa May pledging VO, Which was defeated by 391 t0 242 g, |ay yoted against it.
to hold it on March 13th or 14th. In the hatevening (the marginwas 149 voteS— A Amendment which would have
days and weeks following February 27th, the prévious defeathad been by 230votes); ved backbench MPs to take control of
the focus of attention switched from EUY Officials were reported to be stunned o commons was defeated by just two
Westminster to Brussels where negotia-t1at Mrs May had embarked on the oo
tions of a sortwere reported to be Ongc)mg.Strasbourg initiative Wlthoutflrstensur!ng

Despite occasional puffs of optimism, 1at the Attorney General supported it.  the \eek beginning Monday, 18th
the chances of a breakthrough were ) Marchturned outto be just as unpredictable
generally talked down, especially by EU 1€ Sécondmeaningfulvotewas defeat-, .y chaotic as the preceding week. It
officials. On March 6th Mrs May dispatch- €d On the Tuesday of that week. TWO o441 vith rumours that a third meaningful
ed Attorney General Geoffrey Cox and further days ofimportant Commonsvotes ,oue ‘o referred to as MV3, would take
Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay to followed: on Wednesday the main item . e in the coming days possibly follow-
Brussels to secure changes to the backstog?@S Preventing a No Deal disorderly o ifit\yas defeated, by MV4 closer to the
that came to nothing. Cox's legal advice Brexit; on Thursday the main business planned exit date. Chancellor of the
regarding the backstop was known to have!Vas pplying for an extension to Article gy ohaqier Philip Hammond then stated
been influential in the defeat of the first °0: With @ weakened Prime Minister and i, 5, interview that a further attempt at
meaningful vote on January 15th. As time & divided Cabinet, itis fair to say that the yain g the Withdrawal Agreement passed
passed, word filtered through the media c0nduct of Government business during ;4 only be attempted if the Government
that EU officials were not overly impressed t10S€ two days became disorderly and a{, 5 confident of winning.
with Cox. times chaotic.

Then came a wholly unexpected deve-
lopment. Speaker John Bercow ruled that,
in line with an arcane Parliamentary con-
vention dating back to 1604, the
Government could not bring the With-
drawal Agreement before the House again
unless it was substantially altered. Mean-
while the Government needed to prepare
(iis proposals to the EU for the Summit

cheduled for 21st-22nd March.

Finally, on Monday March 11th, news  On the Wednesday, the Government
came through that Theresa May had madeplan was to rule oMo Dealfor the month
a "dash to Strasboutgand that a set of of March only. The Whips' office con-
new proposals and documents had beewinced Caroline Spellman to withdraw
agreed. During the late evening, as Davidher Amendment which ruled it out at any
Liddington kept the Commons informed time. However, since the Amendmentwas
of developments, Jean Claude Junckeiin the name of a number of MPs including
and Theresa May informed Bnpromptu ~ Labour MPs Jack Dromey and Yvette
press conference in Strasbourg about thre€ooper, and since all of its sponsors neede
‘instruments' that contained new assur-to agree to the withdrawal, the Amendment
ances regarding the backstbpese were: remained on the order paper and was The speculation in the days before the
a joint legal interpretation of the imperm- passed. Summitranged over the duration and terms
anence of the backstop, the provision for This caused the Prime Minister to of an extension to Article 50. In a speech,
aunilateral UK declaration onthe backstopreverse a decision to allow a free vote ondelivered on the day before the Summit
and amendments to the Political Declara-the main Motion and apply a Three-line (March 20), Mrs May berated MPs for
tion on the Future Relationship re- Whip. Four anti-Brexit Government causing Brexit to be delayed, a move that
committing both sides to immediate talks Ministers along with 14 other MPs on the provoked increased calls for her resigna-
on a trade deal which were to include Government payroll managed to find tion from the body of MPs that she was
‘alternative arrangementsvhich could  themselves locked out of the Chamber forstill proposing to win over to her Deal.
replace the backstop. It seemed that Mrsthe vote. A further complication was that At the Summit she answered questions
May had achieved some success inthe PM's chief of staff, Gavin Barnwell, from other EU leaders—"what grounds



have you for being optimis@t one Prime  ant factor now is the direction of thinking Tiger' by Donovan and Murphy, a special
Minister is reported to have asked—before in the European Commission and amongsection is reserved for the culpability of
leaving the meeting to allow the next stepsthe leaders of the EU-27. media opinion-formers. That is only fair,
to be worked out by the European Council. as political pundits and editorial writers
After a prolonged discussion the EU-27 play a key role in modern politics. In that
decidedthat, if the Withdrawal Agreement context the anti-Brexit press in Britain
was ratified by the House of Commons and Ireland—th&uardian theFinancial
(devising a procedure for getting around Times the Independentand thelrish
Bercow's ruling was stated to be relatively Times—has been complicitin whatbecame
manageable), Brexit would take place on a dubious campaign to undermine Brexit.
May 22nd, or on April 12th if it was not
passed and if no further proposals were
made.

It was notable that, while the House of
Commons wrestled with the length of the
Article 50 extension that should be applied
for, that matter was eventually decided by
the European Council. Likewise, while
the Commons may have ruled out a No
Deal at any time, the matter will ultimately
be decided by the European Council,
although responsibility has been left with
the House of Commons.

Government incompetence has been
another important cause of the Westmin-
ster meltdown. Much has been said and

After that Summit, the main talking . . .
L " - . - continues to be said about the unfitness of
point in British politics was about when  The Brexit negotiations have caused a : : C
Theresa May, in a time of crisis, to be

and how the May Premiership will come breakdown in the functioning of the UK _ . - )
) . . Prime Minister. Unfortunately, much of it
to an end. Control of the order of Brexit Government and its Cabinet system. In. ;
. . L . is true. One need only cite her recent
business passed from the Government tadhe circumstances, it is important to iden- .
. . : .~ attempt to blame Parliament for the
the general body of MPs. Time was allocat- tify the causes behind the breakdown in as . . :
. . o ; . paralysis over Brexit, at a time when she
ed to efforts to ascertain what Parliamentspecific a manner as possible. First and’_. . o
. . : . : : still needed a Parliamentary majority to
wants in relation to Brexit, by means of a foremostin the list of causes is the determ- .
. S : o SO back her Deal, as evidence that she was
series of Indicativé' votes. This process ination of the Remain side to thwart the ,
. o : well out of her depth. Theresa May's
began on Wednesday March 27 andwill of the majority as expressed in the ,, o .
. uncollegiate"approach to politics has
concluded on Monday April 1. Referendum. been disastrous
Andrea Leadsom, the Leader of the

Hogse_ of Commqns, declared that thecaseinearly2017,which madeitnecessary Pro-Brexit Ministers have also contri-
indicative voting is all very well but . : -
- for any UK-EU Deal on Brexit to be buted to the shambles—David Davis's
deciding on the Agreement that has been _ ... ; : : L
: . ratified by Parliament. The opponents of statement during an interview in late 2017
negotiated over two years with the : oo .
European Council should take priority Brexit saw in this an opportunity to subvert that the backstop would not have legal
" Theresa May's objective of implementing force springs to mind. But timean-of-the-

A statement from Donald Tusk was What the electorate had chosen. If thematch prizefor political misjudgement
also run on the news cycles. Addressingmatter had been left to the democratically must surely go to Geoffrey Cox. Evenifit
the European Parliament, he expressed &lected Government to resolve, the termsis allowed that he meant his standing as
preference for a long extension to Article Of the British exit would have been Attorney General when he referred to his
50, so that what he calls the pro-EU resolved last November. "legal reputatiofi, and even accepting
sentiment of 6 million UK citizens who The campaign to stymie Brexit has thatlegal advice tothe Governmentshould
signed a petition calling for Brexit to be been led in Parliament by experiencedalways be delivered under the cover of
called off, should be recognised. He wasConservative liberals like Dominic Grieve Cabinet confidentiality, his statement
appealing to the Strasbourg Parliamentand Oliver Letwin, but also by Blairite before the second meaningful vote, was
and to the wider EU audience to put upliberals like Yvette Cooper. From the breathtakinginits politicalirresponsibility.
with the inconvenience of having UK sidelines Tony Blair has himself exerted a
participation in this year's Elections to the mischievousinfluence. Anti-Brexitmem-  For what it's worth my theory as to why
European Parliament. bers of the Cabinet, like Amber Rudd and political standards have declined so

) ) Philip Hammond, may also have cooperat-drastically is that, as part of the long reign

Meanwhile, back at Westminster, Jacob g pehind the scenes with the anti-Brexitof Thatcherite ideology, across the West

Rees Mogg announced in a newspapefsphy on the backbenches. as well as in Britain, the idea took hold
article that he was now open to voting to that the role of the State in social affairs

accept the Withdrawal Agreement: this  The Speaker, John Bercow, deserves tteeded to be reduced. If the State is to be
voting intention being conditional on the pe in a category all of his own. Arguably, downgraded, it follows that the status of
DupP Supporting the Agreement, an theOfficeofSpeakershouId bepolltlcally statecraft should also be downgraded_
unlikely outcome to say the least. Boris neutral, while having aslightbiasinfavour From the perspective of this liberal
Johnson was also reported to beof the Executive Government for the worldview in which the economic actors
considering a change of heart on thereason that the Executive carries theare the key decision-makers, why take
Withdrawal Agreement. heaviest burden of responsibility for the politics seriously?

political system. Mr. Bercow has inter- o N
. ConcLusIoNs preted the role of his Office in a contrary _ But apolitical |deology and pqlmcal
Attempting to make sense of this record manner; holding the Government to incompetence only partially explain why

of tumultis a process that will clearly take ;~.qunt is what he sees as a part of itdhe Brexit negotiations have gone so badly
many years. In the meantime | offer the function, a role that has conveniently wrong for the UK. The underlying problem

following set of opinions for the purpose owed him to use the Office to further 'S the traditional British attitude to Europe,

of assisting debate. While | have devoted,,;q personal opposition to Brexit. a historical legacy that has never been
much space to describing Westminster subjected to the rigorous questioning that
events, to a large extent the UK's political  In an important study of the causes of geopolitical realities have required since
crisis has become a sideshow; the import-the Irish Crash,The Decline of the Celtic at least the Suez crisis in the 1950s. On
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many different occasions during the home truths for political tendencies sub- of Conservative voters and by much of the

negotiations British representatives from scribing to an Anglo-centric worldview Conservative Party.

all shades of opinion showed themselveshave come into the open. That has been

to be unable to hear what the EU side wasnovement in the right direction. The  The debate in the European Council

saying. challenge now for the EU, and for Ireland over a further extension began in advance

as a member of the EU, is to hold guardof the Summit. Donald Tusk, Angela

While the British can be accused of against well-meaning interventions from Merkel and Leo Varadkar were reported

engaging in a dialogue of the deaf, the people who would prevent an outcome as favouring along extension—dates from

incomprehension between the two sidesthat is the product of long term historical December 2019, March 2020 and

was in part at least, mutual. The apparentdevelopments—Brexit—from coming to December 2020 were mentioned—while

incapacity of the British Government to pass. Macron, together with the leaders of
attach weight to arguments coming from Dave Alvey  Belgium and Spain, were reported to be
the EU is rooted in the same ground as the open to a&No Deal Brexiand, if a further
UK's long term antipathy to the European extension was to be granted, to favour a
Project. But Brussels is open to the charge short one.

of being insufficiently aware of the depth Apr” Brexit Summary
and provenance of that antipathy.

In the event a compromise was agreed,
On the date that was to be 'Brexit day',and a flexible extension was given until
Donalp Tusk's ~ 29th March 2019, when the 21-month 31st October, with a review of develop-
ANGLOPHILE INTERVENTION transition to the British exit was to have mentsto take place in June without another
commenced, the British House of Com- Emergency Summit. The compromise date

Withdrawal Agreement has been rejected’ o~ voted for a third time on the With- makes sense from the perspective of the
drawal Agreement. The result, by 344 gy, in that Jean Claude Juncker must

on o occasions in the Commons; thevotes to 286, was another defeat. Borisresj i iti i
European Council has agreed that the UK ) . resign his position as President of the

can begin transitioning out of the Union Johnson, Jacob Rees Mogg and DOfnlnlCCom_mis_sion atmidnighton October 31st;

£ - _ Raaballvoted with the Government—but Brexit will thus be decided before the new
on May 22if, in the coming days, the EU the shift was not enough to win the vote. offi
UK Deal is passed at Westminster; and if 19 - office holder takes up the post.

. o - Too many of the Brexiteers and all of the
not a disorderly Brexit will occur on April ; .
: : 10 DUP MPs voted against. Followingthe  On the eve of the Easter break, Theresa
12. [See April Brexit Summary below for X
. . . . defeat, Donald Tusk called an EmergencyMay encouraged MPs to use the time to
an update on this. ed] In line with his Summit of the Council for Wednesda i i
personal Anglophile predisposition, ol 10t Y reflect on ways of overcoming the Brexit
Donald Tusk has appealed for a long p . dea_dlock. Parllqmer}t will reconvene on
extension to Article 50 so that, as he sees . . _April 23rd, at which time another attempt
: - Emphasising the gravity of the situation, to pass the Withdrawal Agreement may
it, Brexit can be cancelled. . - : .
; ... Prime Minister May stated that the legal pe tried. If that fails, there may be more
The problem with the Tusk position is e - e : ! !
. . default then obtalnlng was that the UK 'indicative voting', to find an option that

that it prolongs the uncertainty and would exit on April 12th. without a ;
instability of Brexit while ignoring the -~ .. =" Withpout 2 Deal Parliament does support.
danger that UK participation poses for the ' Meanwhile preparations are underway

EU Elections. UK participation in the  Some days later, May sent a letter to thefo" UK participation in the Elections for
Elections is likely to encourage anti-EU European Council requesting a further te European Parliament, and Nigel Farage
forces across Europe. It will also mean extension. She also initiated talks with N@slaunchedanew party, BrexitParty
that the Brexit mess gets carried over intoJeremy Corbyn to ascertain if a bipartisan ' '€ likelihood is that parties like Brexit
the business of the new Commission andapproach between Conservatives and®"d UKIP will make gains at the expense
the new Parliament. And none of these Labour could allow the Withdrawal Agree- ©f the Conservatives.

disadvantages take account of the long-ment to be passed in the Commons.

term damage thatallowing a hostile UKto  These talks have been described both " €xchange between Donald Tusk

remain i the Union would cause.  as making lte progress and as makingg o0 (TS, B 8 CHCRSES

It may not come to pass if Tusk has his more progress than has been acknow- . . .
; L o . Brexit debate inside the EU is at.
way, but the sensible alternative is for the ledged. The Labour Party positionis being Verhofstadt warmned Tusk that the six
EU to simply hold its present course. The reported as supportive of the Withdrawal
UK Parliament has the option of passing Agreement, so long as some form of
the Withdrawal Agreement that took over Customs Union membership is part of the
two years to negotiate and in which the EU future relationship, and so long as a
compromised its opposition to allowing a confirmatory referendum takes place in
non-Member to have access to the Customsvhich the choice presented to the UK
Union and close alignment with the Single electorate would be a Customs Union
Market. If the Commons fails to pass the relationship with the EU or Remain. Such
Deal, exit will happen on April 12th. By a position would have the support of a
the EU thus holding course, the choice majority of the Party membership and of
between the two options is left for the many Labour voters, but it would be
House of Commons to decide. That would opposed by Labour voters who favour
be fair dealing on the part of the EU. Leave and possibly by the Corbyn leader-
ship. Joining a Customs Union with the
March has been a month when painful EU would be bitterly opposed by a majority Dave Alvey

Brexit is at a critical juncture. The

month extension waputting Europe at
risk". He said the deadline wa®b near
for substantial reform, too far away to
prompt any action... | fear it will lead to
continued uncertainty and indecisidfir,
16 April).

While Tusk has made no secret of his
wish to see the UK perform a total U-turn
regarding Brexitand is openly scathing of
the Brexiteers, Verhofstadt is fearful that
the Brexit mess will be imported into the
EU through the European Elections.



This is one of de Gaulle's statements which it was thought, across the Channel,and even its national personality, are

on why he objected to the UK joining would never come to anything. henceforth at stake.
the then Common Market. A fuller And, moreover, the great economic,
statement of his position is included The second act brought out Britain's financial, monetary and social difficulties

in the forthcoming Summer edition of

Irish Foreign Affairs deep-seated hostility toward Europeanwith which Britain is at grips make her

construction, once that construction startedaware of it day after day. Hence, to her
totake shape. And I still hear the summonsvery depths, a tendency to seek a frame-
' which in Paris, as early as June 1958, mywork, be it European, that would help her
friend Macmillan—then Prime Minister— to save, to safeguard her own substance,
addressed to me, who compared thethatwould permither stillto play aleading

'Plus ca change........

Press conference held by Common Market to the continental réle and that would lighten a part of her
General de Gaulle at the Elysée blockade and who threatened to declare itburden. And this could, in principle, only
(27 November 1967) at least a tariff war. be beneficial to her, and could over the

short term only be satisfactory to 3/4
Europe. But, on condition that the British
d)eople, like those with whom it wishes to

Ever since there have been men, and The third act was the negotiations
ever since there have been States, angonducted in Brussels by Mr. Maudling
greatinternational project has beenimbuedfor a year and a half, negotiations designe loin, wishes and knows how to compel
with seductive myths. Thatis quite natural, to make the Community bow to Britain's itseif to make the fundamental chanaes
because at the origin of the action there isconditions and halted when France made, hat would be necessary in order for i?to
always inspiration, and that was true for her partners note that the is_sue was nop " - vlished in its own equilibrium; for
the unity of Europe. Ah, how fine and how that, but precisely the opposite. itis a modification, a radical transformation

e ol Erore b 010 The fourn act. at the s of i ofGest rtan s ncessary n e
which each people would find its prosper- Wilson's Government, was marked by for her to be able to join the continental
ity and its security. This also holds true for kﬂonﬁop'sﬂI]ack of_lr:terest in the C(()jmgont\?it:vtvisai:thls is obvious from the political
: arket, the maintenance around Grea .

Lzzvé?;fb;g’: ;r;latrr\]/ee Ilj(?flfczrlé\évfeusldo?er;geBrita_in of the six other European States Buttoday, to speak only of the economic
language, ideology and wealth, all the forming the free-trade area, and a greatdomain, the report that was addressed on
rivalries, all the frontiers that have always effort exe_rted to st_rengthen the Common-29th September _by the Commission in

! wealth's internal ties. Brussels to the Six Governments, shows

divided the world. ) ) ) with the greatest clarity that the present
But, however sweet dreams may be, ~And now the fifth act is being played, common Market isincompatible with the

Whetherornotone akee them nto oot ciacired hes conciney, ans i anger oy SCOTOMY: @5 it now stands, of Biiain

_ ! INtdeclared her candidacy, and, in orderforit,; ,ose chronic balance-of-payments
policy can be a rather fruitful art or a vain to be adopted, has set out on the path of alleficit is proof of permanent dis-
utopia. Itisthus that the idea of joining the the promises and all the pressure
British Isles to the economic Community imaginable.
;Orgnl}geds ‘?V){S:;i es\l)ér;xﬂgreep;:tl asr;aéiiste To tell the truth, this attitude is rather credit pract!ces, to working conditions—
N . o Hh - factors which that country could not
justified ideally, but it is a matter of easy to explain. The British people change without modifying its own nature
knowing if that could be done today doubtless discern more and more clearly '
without rending, without breaking, what thatinthe great movementthatis sweeping A Common Marketis alsoincompatible
exists. the world, in the face of the enormous with the way in which the British obtain

power of the United States, the growing their food, as much by the products of

Now, it happens that Great Britain, power of the Soviet Union, the reborn their agriculture, subsidised to the highest
with truly extraordinary insistence and power of the continental States, the newlevel, as by the goods purchased cheaply
haste—certain reasons for which the recenpower of China, and taking into account everywhere in the world, particularly in
monetary events perhaps cast some lighthe increasingly centrifugal orientations the Commonwealth, which makes it
on—had proposed the opening, without that are dawning in the Commonwealth, impossible for London ever really to accept
delay, of negotiations in view of her entry the structure and customs of its activity, the levies laid down by the financial
into the Common Market.

Atthe same time, Britain stated that she
accepted without restriction all the provi o ] )

* Editorial: A Bit Of History

\?\;ﬁirzzshtshsérrril:?j tshoem(';(\)/vrﬂ:tl:g%g:rg] deic?t); ’e* Venezuela: A few things the mainstream media doesn't tell us. David Morrison and Peter BrooKe
. * Britain versus Russia: Battle for the Caucasus 1918-20 (Part One). Pat Walsh

request for negotiations, for why would ., year zero, a contribution to the history of the German Press' (VIl) Hans Habe (1966

one negotiate on clauses that one woulld (Translated by Angela Stone)

have entirely accepted in advancg?* The Morgenthau Plan. Cem Arslan

Actually, we are viewing here the fifth act * A debate on nations and nationality!Studies: an Irish Quarterly Review." (1912-13)

of a play during which Britain's very| * Coming to terms with Lenin's Socialism in one country: more from the London"Times"

diverse behaviours with regard to the on the Russian Revolution. Manus O’Riordan

Common Market have succeeded one” A poem of 1880s Irish-Arab solidarity. Manus O’Riordan

*
another without seeming to be alike. Letters re BDS

Sequilibrium, and which involves—as to
production, to food supply sources, to
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regulation, which would be crushing to it. right, were to propose this, she would France is quite ready to enter into some
A Common Market also incompatible examine it with the other signatories of arrangement that, under the name of
with the restrictions Britain imposes on the Rome Treaty. association, or under another name, would
the exporting of capital, which, to the  But what France cannot do is to enterfoster, starting right away, trade between
contrary, circulates freely among the Six. now, with the British and their associates, the continental States on the one hand and
A Common Market incompatible, into negotiations that would lead to the British, Scandinavians and Irish onthe
lastly, with the state of the pound sterling destroying the European construction toother.
as it has once again been brought to lightwhich she belongs. And then, that would Indeed, it is not in Paris that one fails to
by the devaluation, as well as by the loansin no way be the path that could lead torecognise the psychological evolution that
that preceded and accompany it; the statallowing Europe to construct itself by seems to be taking shape among our friends
of the pound sterling, also, that, combineditself and for itself, in such a way as not to across the Channel, or that one does not fully
with the character of an international be under the dependence of an economicappreciate the merit of certain steps thatthey
currency which is that of the pound, and monetary and political system that is had already taken, and others that they plan
the enormous external liabilities weighing foreign to it. to take, toward re-establishing their balance
on it, would not permit Britain to belong, For Europe to be able to counterbalancewithin and their independence without. But
at this time, to the solid and solidary [sic] the immense power of the United States,for the British Isles really to be able to moor
and guaranteed society in which are joinedit is necessary not at all to weaken, but tofastto the continent, a very vastand very far-
the franc, the mark, the lira, the Belgian the contrary to strengthen the Community'sreaching mutation is still involved.
franc and the florin. ties and rules. Certainly, those who, like  Everything depends, therefore, not at
» me, have proved by their acts the except-all on negotiations—which would be for
In these conditions, what could be the j5 | esteem, attachment and respect thathe Six a march toward abandon sounding
outcome of what is called Britain's entry oy ho|d for Britain, firmly desire to see  the knell of their Community—but rather
into the Common Market? And if oné e gne day decide on and accomplish theon the determination and action of the
wanted, despite everything, to impose it, it jymense effort that would transform her. great British people, which would make it

would obviously be the breaking up of @ |,qeeq in order to facilitate things for her, one of the pillars of the European Europe.
Community that has been built and that

functions according to rules that do npt

tolerate such a monumental exception.
would it tolerate the introduction amon|
its main members of a State who, precis
owing to its currency, its economy and i
policy, does not at present belong

Europe as whave started to build it. T
have Britain enter and, consequently,
be committed now to negotiations to th

end, that would be for the Six—everybody

knows what this turns on—that would
for the Six to give their consent in advan
to all the expedients, delays and faca
that would be aimed at masking t
destruction of an edifice that has been b
at the cost of so much hardship and in
midst of so much hope.

It is true that, while recognising th
impossibility of having Britain enter toda

ly

s Worthwhile Insanity Evidence Lacking At
oWorth Library Casement Lecture

to The Worth Library houses the book a number of years been Professor of
t collection of the eminent 18th century Literary History at Goldsmith's College,
Dublin physician, Edward Worth (1678- London. He came to the notice of a wide
e 1733). Worth was the son of a Dean of media public in 2002 as the organiser of
e Dublin's Christchurch Cathedral. whatwas described asfatensic examin
es The library is something of a time ation"ofthe controversial Roger Casement
e capsule. Itis one large room lined with old diaries. This undertaking was bound up
iltvarnished timber and glass bookcaseswith two television documentaries; one
heand itremains essentially unchanged sincgoroduced and shown initially by the BBC;
it was constructed in 1733 to house thethe other an independent production for
valuable and extensive collection which RTE. That year also saw the publication
e Worth had bequeathed to Dr. Steevensof his bookRoger Casement in Death or
Hospital, as it then was. A large imposing Haunting the Free Statevhich claimed

into the Common Market as it exists, ofe oil painting high on the back wall has the to address the plausibility behind the thesis

can wish all the same to sacrifice the lat
to an agreement with the former. F
theoretically, the economic system c\

erbewigged benefactor looking down with of W.J. Maloney's helpfully titled book,
pr dignified satisfaction on the visitor. The Forged Casement Diarig4936).
r- - Much of the collection concerns medi- McCormack's treatment of the matter

rently practised by the Sixis notnecessa

ilycine. However, the sciences and otherplaced much reliance on the tests carried

the only one that Europe could practige.areas, such as travel literature, are alsmut by Dr. Audrey Giles, formerly of

One can imagine, for example, a fr

-included. Since the 1980s Dr. SteevensScotland Yard, which he organised in

trade area extending all over the West|ofHospital has ceased to function as an2001 with the assistance of an academic
our continent. One can also imagine a tyjpeactual hospital and the building has provid- standing committee.

of multilateral treaty like that which will

emerge from the Kennedy round and service. The Worth Library is now subject

regulating, among 10, 12 or 15 Europe
States, their reciprocal tariffs and the
respective quotas. But, in one case as
the other, it would first be necessary
abolish the Community and to disperse
institutions. And | say that France wi
certainly not ask that. However, if one

ed administrative offices for the health

CONFIRMED BEYOND
Anto a Board of Trustees, some of whom are ALL REASONABLE DOUBT

ir appointed by the Health Service Executive, The back cover of the book goes so far
irothers by the National Library, and still as to claim the testshave confirmed

fo others by Trinity College. beyond all reasonable doubt th#tey

ts were indeed written by Casement, and not
I Inthe year 2003 Prof. W.J. McCormack forged by British intelligence, either in
br was appointed Worth Librarian. Heretired part or wholly. However, it the long

another of her partners, as is after all th

pirin 2010. Before this McCormack had for running Casement diaries controversy had



indeed been broughtto an end, or, atleast, (Menier's Disease is a disease of theUniversity of Durham, graduating MB in
materially influenced by means of scientifically inner-ear. It causes hearing loss, vertigo1883 and MD in 1889. He married Mary
-validated discoveries, it would have and tinnitus. It can also lead to anxiety, Russell Fallows in 1885. They had one
provoked aresponse inthe forensic sciencand depression.) child, Agatha, born in 1887. She married
journal literature. Professional practition- a Dr. Stanley Bott, who proved to be an
ers would have been curious to read what OF DOCTORS unfortunate man with his own health
sort of testing had been done and why, casementis usuallylistedinasupposeodifﬁcumes' and she became a widow
what results had been produced and thegenealogy of Protestant Irish patriots, relatively young in life.

reasons why certain technical deCiSiO”Sbeginning with Sir William Molonyeux Ambrose studied at St. Thomas's
had been made. This curiosity would have(-rhe Case of Ireland Statet598), down Hospital, London, where he was presented
been answered by means of publishedropert Barton (asignatory of the Anglo- with the Mead Medal for proficiency in
explanations as to how the outstanding,,isph Treaty) who, McCormack said, Practical Medicine. Casement had a
uncertainty had been brought to an e”dsupported the Treaty, then opposed it andPainful link with St Thomas's Hospital.
and by which scientific methodologies han retired to County Wicklow. He was operated on there for pilesin 1893.
and the reasons some approaches were cssement's life reveals thallengingly It is unclear how they became physician
favoured over others. However, the profes-|0ng list of doctors who were traceably and patient.

sional journal literature, in the seventeen
years since, has displayed no interest.

CHALLENGINGLY LONG LIST

involved in providing information or RATHMINES HOUSE TO
ST ) ~ commentary or consultation or treatment KEeNTucky FRIED CHICKEN
Itis significant also that, despite public ¢ his various ailments and changing Ambrose became a GP in Uxbridge,
criticism, Dr. Giles has never gone public ¢4 responding conditionsThe listcomes  then a then a small town near London.
to defend the forensic plausibility of her 14,5t 3 ittle more than (unlucky) thirteen. There is a mild Irish connection in that he
2001/2002 undertaking. The number of Among them were James Crichton lived at, and practised from, an address
other forensic science practitioners, with gyo\yne: Sir Lauder Brunton, Fellow of known as Rathmines House on Main
relevant knowledge and experience, Whoyhe Royal Society; W. Ironside Bruce; Street, Uxbridge. The site is now taken up
have been prepared to publicly defend it Amprose Charpentier; Sir Maurice Craig; by a branch of Kentucky Fried Chicken.
as avalid forensic éxamination and report, gy ancis Croft; Herbert Dickey; Sir Arthur  As Casement had written a cheque to
that is one WOI"th for presentation before ¢4 Doyle; Letitia Fairfield; Justin his friend Richard Morton in 1914, to pay
a court of law, is a very modest one: thatpyenry: Herbert Mackey; W.J. Maloney: a doctor's bill and Morton lived within ten
number is zero. George Sigerson; Robert Percy Smith; miles of Uxbridge, it has been suggested
Prof McCormack arrived in good time and Sir John Thompson Walker. that Morton was responsible for intro-

with dark trilby hat, full white beard, red e speaker omitted to separate outducing Casement to Charpentier.
magenta shirt and open casual jacket; nq name those doctors in the list not

comfortable balance between segi@vitas charged with treating Casement as a patient _ . THE LANCET
and showmanship. The title of the lecture p + \who rather, commentated upon aspects Occasionally articles penned by Char-
was:'Ambrose Charpentier (1861-1945), . phis story. _penUerappeare_:dehe Lancg_tthe medlca}l
Roger Casement's GP Doctoit was " journal. These indicate a diligent practical

billed as the Worth Library'&rizelda physician rather than an original researcher.
Steevens Memorial Lecture Cheque-book stubs, belonging to Case-

ment, indicate a cheque to Charpentier for
one guinea (£1.05) written in 1907.
Charpentier was asked in 1913 by the

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Herber
Dickey were acquainted with Casement
and commented upon his life. Letitia
CasevenT pevotees  Fairfield wrote about the Diaries contro-

A small number of listeners had taken versy from the position of a believer in
up position scattered amidst the sgatlng.zltitzlr?ﬂ”;'ﬁltyé s?nhail :e n?il-S:fﬁgirSIdeltf:m\ilr\?: Foreign Office how long he had served as
Among hem were some of the nevitable tiogn of the91911 Diary using Ultra-Violet a GP to Casement. He answered he had
Casement devotees, call them what you y g been his private medical adviser, at

will; Casementists, Casgmentistas,IlghtapparatussomeUme|r?thellate19'603mtervalsi since 1902. In his submission to
Casementalers, Casementgidbatever. Or early 1970s, an examination which

‘ discovered nothing untoward. W.J the Foreign Office, Charpentier stated that
The_re fon p”ef words of welcome Maloney and Herber?Macke botﬁ Wrc.)té 1911 was the only year, as far as he knew,
from L|bra_r|an EI|zb.ethanne Boran folloyv- y _ KEY when Casement was not seriously ill. In
ed by an introduction from Dr Catherine b00Oks contesting authenticity.

. contrast he was ill for almost all the
Cox of theCentre for the History of  \jccormack went on to explain how duration of 1912.

Medicing University College, Dublin. She  Amprose Charpentier had been active on
explained that the talk arose from Prof pepaif of Casement from 1902 onwards ~ ALICE STOPFORD GREENE INTERVENES
McCormack's work on Roger Casement. ynijj near the end of Casement's life.  Alice Stopford Greene intervened late

Beginning his talk McCormackreferred Charpentier was born in Cheshire to jn 1912 to take the matter of Casement's
to the historical figure, Jonathan Swift, English-born parentsin 1861. The ances-health in hand. A number of medical
who for many years after his deathids  tralfamily had evidently fled revolutionary - specialists became involved, many of them
regarded as mad, for the last few years ofFrance. The father, William Henry Char- Scots, Scottish medicine enjoying a special
his life". However, ninety years later, Sir pentier, had been a publisher of suchprestige in that era. They examined Case-
William Wilde, the physician and father material as railway timetables and local ment over a two or three day period during
of Oscar, had proven he had been theguides. The familylivedin Southsea, adja- December 1912. At the head of the group
victim of Menier's Disease. This had centtoPortsmouth,inthe southof England.was Sir Lauder Brunton, Fellow of the

shown how the passage of time could Royal Society, and Mrs. Greene's brother-
release 4ltered verdicts and indeed, MEeAD MEDAL FOR PrRACTICAL MEDICINE in-law. Also there was John William
diagnoses Ambrose took his medical degree attheThompson Walker, urologist, and W
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Ironside Bruce, a radiologist. Charpentier Charpentier retired from his Uxbridge malaria and fairly bad arthritis and a range
was the only doctor involved in this process practice and moved with his family to the of other ailments. He asked if the speaker
who had been acquainted with CasementChannel Island of Jersey. He had publishechad learned anything new about what

over an extended period of time. an article inThe Lancein 1933, when he Casement was suffering from.
Afterthe December 1912 examination, would have been about 72. Retirement The speaker said that the December
Casement resigned on medical groundscould not then have been far off. 1912 investigation shone some light on

from the Foreign Office and took himself
away to the benign climate of the Canaryh
Islands.

In 1913 Casement was in contact with
a Dr. Cross in Los Palmas, in the Canary
Islands. They corresponded mainly about
prescriptions and treatments.

Later he went to Ireland and then in

the matter. W, Ironside Bruce, the radio-
logist, referred to a build-up of fatty tissue
about the spine which would have caused

famous patient (to quote Prof. Mc . S
) pain. He recommended medications as
Cormack) complicated the stay of the -
well as ‘tadiant heat. Lauder Brunton,

family on Jersey from June 1940. Jersey

. for his part, believed Casement had a
was occupied by the Germans from thendan erously tender appendix and so should
until 1945. At this stage his daughter 9 y pp

. not travel back to the tropics as he needed

. . . Agatha, a widow, worked as a nurse at the

July 1914 he arrived in New York. This . . to be near to a surgeon should the matter
eneral hospital on the island. She was -

appears to be the date of the last contac become critical.

between Charpentier and Casement. _sentenced to one mont_h S |mp_r|sonment Answering another attendee, and con-
in 1943 for verbally abusing an Irishnurse, . . : :
tinuing on regarding Casement's general

CASEMENT WAS " INSANE" a Maureen Keane from County Galway, state of health. the s :
. . . : , peaker referred again
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was among for having been involved with a German to Arthur Conan Doyle's 1914 letter to a
those who organised a clemency petitionm'“tarygociﬁr‘ The _cogple were Iat?r to newspaper, which stated that, given what
after Casement was sentenced to deathl'arry aiter the required permission irom i i
The petition had three paraaraphs. Dovleth® German authorities came through. Casement had yvntten regarding Edward
e Fs)aid Aite blund Fi)n 181‘4pwﬁile y Grey,_the Foreign Secretary, Casement
writing to a newspapi/er,tﬁat Casement The_wife of Ambrose died in J_ersey in Qvn?snlgsrg;i dl-lﬁir:(\:/?esvllunkett and John
was insane”. In the petitionhe rather ~ 1942, in her mid-90s. The following year
softened his positisnprobably to encour- he remarried. He himself dle_d in 1945
age more people to give their support. brjztfhodre the German occupying forces view James Crichton Browne, pioneering
There were two incidents outside the WtArew. i iatri -
remit of the talk which he wished to draw P €rhaps Casemesiniled downonall nmeeunrf I;\)Agclgoz?rrl?ar;iysc;?ttr;; E?L?n?(f)r? ﬁ;ej
attention to. The firstinvolved a powerful ©f thert concluded Prof McCormack. approached Crichton Browne "to do
figure inthe pharmaceutical business with A ber of tions followed something for CaseméentThis was
whom Casement became in contact about ~ NUMDEr of questions followed. i in Cri ' -
1890. The second concerned the The_firstconcerned Charpentier's medi-g;sg::;ﬁ; l_'{é g;;w;?gd?ggrvhn:;jgtgot
Charpentier family as late as the 1940s, €@l training. join the campaign for clemency as he was

) MEDICAL STUDIES g officer of the Government, being the
A HORRIFIC INCIDENT IN THE CONGO Charpentier's performance in the early oicja| “Visitor in Lunacy. He also stated
While Casement was on home leaveY€2rs Of his medical studies was averageat he had no sympathy for Casementand
from commercial activity in April 1890, Whenhecame to do post-graduate studiegjig not want to get involved.
he learned of a brutal and disturbing inci- & St. Thomas's Hospital, London, he  aying collected all the diagnoses and
dentthat had occurred in the Congo region €ceived the Mead Medal for Practical e gications prescribed according to the
He learned of it in greater detail after he Medicine, and he won it with distinction. 5 chived sources, McCormack s circulat-
had returned to equatorial Africa. A His father had been a small town printer. g them amonga' small working party
drunken Belgian administrator, with the 'tdoesnotsound like abackgroundwhereqos medical people. When we get their
assistance of some Zanzibar soldiers, ovef® Young would have been pushed,;ie\y of what the implications aré will
a period of many hours flogged two native f0Wards academic achievement. _ beeasiertodiscernifthe conditions treated
boys to death. In August of the same year, Charpentierhad beenin practice atfirstgncompassed mental as well as physical
having heard from a withess—a cook— With @ man named Thompson. Later heeq.
Casement wrote to Henry Wellcome, was listed in dlrectques as in practice on
American-born founder of the Wellcome/ NiS own. Itis possible he bought out a
Burroughs manufacturing company, a share of the practice from Thompson.

hu_?_ﬁ m?nufﬁcgursrof patented medijcines. A RANGE OF AILMENTS  that supporting various strands of radical
€ WO nad been In ComespOndence — » nqiher attendee expressed his suppordrish nationalism and "taking the German

since the previous year or even‘earller.for the notion that Casement probably Side"in World War One were all deemed
The letter, expressing Casement's moral

outrage at the wav such acts could bel'st learmned of Charpentier through his to be mad. He was inclined to think the
comn?itted withouttsﬁle erhetrators being MENd Richard Morton, whose home was judgement of Conan Doyle was a political
perpetral 9 within ten miles of Uxbridge and whose rather than a medical one.
held to account, ran to six or eight pages .
handwritten pages. He wished for Well- houge was the closest thing to a home .he
N ... had in the London area. Referring to his SCIENTIFIC TESTS NOT CARRIED OUT
come to make a noise in the British .
apers"inthe way avervwealth business_state of health, he recalled how Casement Another audience member referred to
Fnapn could y Y y had been complaining he felt like an old Professor McCormack's boolRoger
' man for a few years before his executionCasement in Deattwhich appeared the
CHARPENTIERS IN OCCUPIED JERSEY at the age of fifty-two. He had spent a lot same year as th&iles Reporton the

At some unknown time Ambrose of time in bed in those years. He had Diaries. The book, he said, had awakened

"German military aggression, which
ad so attracted Charpentier's most

Another questioner asked about the

From the floor the individual, who had
brought up the issue of what Casement
was suffering from, expressed the view



in him an interest in matters related to New York Police Department Crime

It is noteworthy that, despite the extra-

Casement. He noted thatthe book appearetiaboratory, document examiner and vagantly uninhibited sexual activity outlined
to have been written just before the peerfaculty member at the John Jay College ofin the 1911 Diary, the archived examin-
review evaluation from James Horan Criminal Justice, had not viewed the ation by a number of eminent medical
emerged. Horan had said there were test®iaries was strange. Horan's role wasmen in December 1912 found no corro-
which could have been carried out on thealways strictly consultative. It was not borative evidence upon the patient's body
paper and ink which were not carried out part of his remit to view the Diaries. He forwhatwas suggestedto have transpired.

by Dr. Giles. He concluded with a question: had delivered a paper at the 2000 inter-

"Do you think those tests should be

national Casement conference held inthe The visit to the Dr. Steevens Hospital

carried out to conclusively determine RDS, on how forensic science would building to hear the Worth Librarian
whether the black diaries are genuine or @pproach anexamination. He was perfectlyemeritus hold forth, despite some mis-

not?'

placed, given his wide knowledge and givings, was, so to speak, welbrth the

experience, to comment on the Giles reporteffort.

Dr. McCormack said that Horan had after it emerged.

Tim O'Sullivan

become involvedds the nominee of Martir
Mansergh. Mansergh, he helpfully
explained, wasthe spin-doctor... to the
Taoiseachof the time, Bertie Ahetn
Mansergh had come up with some fundirln[g
for the tests on the condition the repotts
would be sent to Horan for his opinion.
Horan never sent a response back to hjm
although parts of a report appeared
various journals.

Secondly Horan admitted to him he
had never seen th_e Diari_es. Thirdly, theremoney multiplier (FR/MS) theory of
were people, be_heverg in forgery, who banking, if £1,000 is deposited in a bank
were unhappy with various aspects of t '®then the operation of the banking system
Giles report who would see to it that extfa can lead to the creation of an additional

tests were carried out. To his knowledg;e£9 000 in bank money (for simplicity |

no additional tests were organised in theassume a 10% reserve ratio in this article).
last seventeen years.

I am not convinced that the theory accurately
The questioner continued to press thedescribes the way bank money is expanded.
point about further tests being needgd. Inthe March issue of thresh Political
McCormack, after digressing in various Reviewl described an alternative theory,
directions, and further prodding from the the credit creation theory of banking
questioner, unexpectedly changed tack. According to this theory, banks lend
against any project that they think will be
profitable. | considered a scenario in
which customer CA comes to bank BA
and requests a loan for £100 million. BA
decides the investment looks good and
McCormack went on to assure the advances the loan. Now suppose CA
attendee he would have no objection tospends the £100 million, and it all goes
him instituting his own inquiries. into deposits in bank BB. Bank BA now
The chair asked if there were mofe has & problem because it needs to pay
questions. There were not. bank BB 100mm. | wrote:"Of course
when BA makes its loan of £100 mm, BB
may have also made aloan of £100 million
to customer CB who paysitinto BAHis
was poorly phrased. | meantthat customer
CB was buying product/services from
someone who banked with bank BA and

Prof McCormack: I' suggest you
institute your inquiries."

Questioner: (Stunned silenc&drry.
Excuse m#"

LATER REFLECTIONS

On reflection, McCormack's reference
to Casement's alleged sympathy for
German military aggression was mis-

placed. Casement sincerely viewed the .
IS : so CB would pay the £100 million borrow-
German position in the First World W4 ed from BB into BAvia a cheque or BACS

as that of victim of British plotting and o
subterfuge rather than that of an aggress ortransfer. S0 £200 million of bank money

=

The lack of detail provided on th¢

variety of ailments Casement had Specifically | am suggesting that, if
contend with was disappointing. Despife banks create credit broadly in step, then

energetic enthusiasm for unmaskin L .
9 9 there is virtually no limit—other than the

Casement as insane, convincing eviderjce sisten f orofitable proiects—ro th
was not produced. existence of profitable projects—to the

The statement to the final questiongr amount of credit that can be created.
that James Horan, the former head of the Keynesin his 1930 reatise on Money'

transferred between BA and BB.

o

The Debate Continues with a response to John Martin's article in the April
Political Review

|~ has been created and no net cash needs be

Irish

"Money Creation: The Story Of Bank Money

According to the fractional reserve/ had this to say on bank money creation:

"If we suppose a closed bank-
ing system, which has no rela-
tions with the outside world, in a
country where all payments are
made by cheque and no cash is
used, and if we assume further
that the banks do not find it
necessary in such circumstance
to hold any cash reserves but
settle inter-bankindebtedness by
the transfer of other assets, it is
evident that there is no limit to
the amount of bank money which
banks can safely cregieovided
that they move forward in step
The words italicised are the clue
to the behaviour of the system.
Every movement forward by an
individual bank weakens it, but
every such movement by one of
its neighbour banks strengthens
it; so that if all move forward
together, no one is weakened on
balance. Thus the behaviour of
each bank, though it cannot
afford to move more than a step
in advance of the others, will be
governed by the average beha-
viour of the banks as a whole—
to which average, however, it is
able to contribute its quota small
or large. Each bank chairman
sitting in his parlour may regard
himself as the passive instrument
of outside forces over which he
has no control; yet the 'outside
forces' may be nothing but him-
self and his fellow-chairmen, and
certainly not his depositors.
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"A monetary system of this nevertheless, there would still be some

In contrast Paul Krugman argued in

kind would possess an inherentlimit, according to Keynes, in the amount 2012 that the Keynesian reserve constraint

instability; for any event which of bank money that could be created.
tendedto influence the behaviour Does what Keynes wrote in 1930 still
of the majority of the banks in apply? Specifically does the use of cash
the same direction whether still limit the amount of credit creation?
backwards or forwards, would Keynes, in fairness, considered this
meet with no resistance and possibility when he speculated with some
would be capable of setting up aconsiderable prescience:

violent movement of the whole ... Finally, it may be that mem-

system... "(J.M.KeynesThe Pure o jyo s themselves have some
Theory of Money1930, pp 23). power, perhaps within limits, of
increasing at will their deposits
with the central bank... In this
case, sympathetic movements on
the part of the member banks
will gather strength as they go
and provide their own food in
the shape of increased reserve
resources, with the result that it
will be difficult to restrain the
inherentinstability of the system"
(Ibid, p26).

Readers may find it somewhat startling
that Keynes suggests that there is no limit
to the amount of bank money that can be
safely created, assuming that cash is not
used to settle debts. But perhaps what is
even stranger is that the use of cash to
settle debts somehow resultsin alimitation
on the amount of bank money that banks
can create. Why is this?

Here's how Keynes explained that
strange fact:

“If some payments are made As best | can see, all economists agreé

by cash, the amount of cash sothat commercial banks create money. That

used will generally bear some is not in dispute. What is in dispute is
proportion, more or less stable, whether banks are limited in that creation
to the amount of bank money. In by the Keynesian constraint that they may
this case the creation of moreneed to convert created money (in the
bank money by the banks as aform of loan deposits) into cash.

whole will lead to a drain of cash
out of the banks as a whole, _ 9 _
which will set alimitto the extent redquired to meet a specific reserve ratio.

still applies:

"...Yes, a loan normally gets
deposited in another bank—but
the recipient of the loan can and
sometimes does quickly with-
draw the funds, not as a check,
butin currency. And currency is
in limited supply—with the limit
set by Fed decisions. So there is
in fact no automatic process by
which an increase in bank loans
produces a sufficient rise in
deposits to back those loans, and
a key limiting factor in the size
of bank balance sheets is the
amount of monetary base the
Fed creates-even if banks hold

no reserves.
https://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/30/
banking-mysticism-continued/

In boom times the banks tend to move

n step as they fight to win the right to

reate bank money to finance profitable
investments. And so a huge amount of
bank money is created and only very small
daily settlements between banks are
required. Before QE was introduced, a
mere £20 billion of reserves were required
to settle some £700 billion of daily

In the UK banks are no longer legally transactions.

Can this theory of how banks operate

UK economists seem to be more inclined ; .
that the banks can afford to create be used to explain the recent bank crises?

bank money unless they are in ato believe that banks are not now actually

The first bank collapse in the UK since

it i reserve-constrained. Banks decide what
position to obtain command of v ! 19 N he mid-19th century occurred in 2007,

(Ibid. p24). Bank what reserves they will need in

order to finance their lending. The UK
An illustration of what Keynes says Central Bank does not attempt to dil’eCtly

when Northern Rock had to be bailed out
by the Government to the tune of some
£28 billion. Northern Rock had borrowed

money from short-term lenders to finance
its credit creation for people taking up
mortgages. Why did it not just create the
6equired bank money to finance these

here is that, if someone is given a loan ofcontrol the money supply. Rather it
£1,000, then they may use £900 to settlecontrols the price at which it will sell
debts using cheques and bank transfer§eserves to a bank. Most of the UK

but may want to use £100 in cash to covereconomists | have been reading seem t
other costs. accept this description of things.
When lending £1,000 the bank has IS the situation the same in the US? In

therefore to be sure that it has the cash téhe US banks are required by law to meet
meet the borrower's cash demands.a reserve ratio. However economists are

Therefore the bank will only lend £1,000 divided inwhetheritis effective. Accord

if it knows it has the necessary cashingtoWarren Mosler, aninvestment fund
reserves. In this way the level of a bank'smanager and Modern Monetary Theory
cash reserves limits the amount of its €conomist,

credit creation. "The truth is the opposite of the

I suspectthatKeynes' 1930s description  textbook model. Inthe realworld,
of the principles of the operation of the  banks make loansindependent of
banking system for the most part still  reserve positions, and then during
stands. Indeed even more so. Intoday's the next accounting period, they
society, where almost all wages are paid borrow any needed reserves. The
by bank transfers, and even very small imperatives of the accounting
purchases are made by tapping anelectro  system... require the Fed to lend
nic screen, the amount of bank money that  to the banks whatever they need"
can bésafely createds now even larger (Warren Mosler, Soft Currency Econo
when the banks all move in step. But, mics Il, p24).

mortgages?

Here's one explanation of the Northern

Rock crash by a credit creationist:

"But Northern Rock went on a lending
binge. Every new loan made created new
money in the form of numbers in people's
accounts. These numbers could be used
to make purchases, with payments using
central bank reserves via payments
systems such as Visa, Mastercard, BACS,
direct debit, Faster Payments or any
electronic funds transfer. Because
Northern Rock was expanding its lending
faster than other banks, at the end of each
day it ended up having a net outflow of
central bank reserves. That is why it had
to borrow money (in the form of central
bank reserves) from other banks, and
indirectly from pension funds and other
large investors. The borrowing was a
way of bringing in central bank reserves
to settle the huge outflows that lending at



such a rate would have caused. any responsibility. Each individual bank might be turned into actual cash—similar

“Northern Rock eventually went bust manager who receives a deposit decideso Krugman's story. A loan of £1,000 is
when, for a variety of reasons, no-one gro experience that most of the depositnot given based on the assumption that
would lend central bank reserves back to. . . . . .
. . . will not be used by the depositor. (John: someone else is not using that £1,000.
it, and it was unable to make its outward |, . . L
payments through the settlement system. - .For credit to exist there must be a Rather itis given because_ th(_a bank knows
In this situation, the Bank of England lent class of people who have surplus fundsithas reserves of £100 whichis the average
Northern Rock more central bank over and above what they need for day toamount of a £1,000 loan that might be
reserves, initsrole as lender of lastresort.day spending). He therefore lends out required in cash form (and because it
_ "Had Northern Rockinstead expanded that surplus portion. He is not creating assumes that other banks are also actively
its lending—and created the type of oney Heis simply letting surplus funds lending). Thatwas Keynes' view in 1930.
money used by the public—at the same .

: be used by those who can putthemtogood However, it would seem that today

rate as other banks, it would have found . .
that its daily inflows of central bank US€: He_W|II be astou_nded to_Iearn that, onmost U_K ecopomlsts and many US
reserves roughly matched its outflows the basis of that action by him and othereconomists believe banks can buy what
(since the payments from its customers bank managers, additional money has beerver reserves they need, so even Keynes's
to other banks would be cancelled out by created equal to 9 times the original limit on bank money creation would not
payments from other banks to customersgeposit. He will protest that he is a mere apply though the price of the reserves may
\?Jot'%rtﬁg\r/g Eggg%g 'SSOU dné':)‘:%tehn"’t‘tt'ﬁenfinancial intermediary who simply lets a deter banks from lending.
on interbank lending to be able to make borrower u_se mon_ey that one of his _Inth|s respect |_t is interesting to quote
its payments. The very reason why customers is not using. (Joh#A com  Simon Wren Lewis, Professor of Eceno
Northern Rock went bust was the sheermercial bank cannot create money out of mic Policy at the Blavatnik School of
speed at which it was creating money thinair. Itisamere financial intermediary. Government at the University of Oxford
through issuing loans, which created a Ultimately, credit must be financed from and erstwhile adviser to Labour's shadow
massive outflow of deposits whichhadto gytside the banking systeinl!% our good  chancellor John McDonnell:

be settled by securing the reserves fromy 5, manager to be criticised because " o macroeconomist | have

somewhere!" . . .
hitps://positivemoney.org/2012/07/it-banks-can- SUCH sensible action on his part leads by  ayer talked to about this actually
thinks the money multiplier is

create-money-how-come-northern-rock-went-bust/ gome quite miraculous process, which he
relevant to monetary policy

is too simple a man to understand, to the
today. And lam sure that... good

I have never worked for a bank. My (reation of 9 times whatever he loans?

views on therole of banks are based on thqA” assuming a reserve ratio of 10%)
various accounts | have read. These
accounts differ in the role they give banks.
| find the credit creationistexplanation  saving fact: that it correctly predicts that a
more believable than tileoney multiplier  huge amount of new bank money will be
explanation. Although both theories lead created!

to money being created, the credit creation
ist view sees banks identifying profitable
opportunities and creating whatever moigey
required to realise the profitable opportunity.

It's a good story which has only one

The money multiplier story of apparent
ly accidental credit expansion is quite
different from Keynes' explanation in

first year textbooks tell you that
loans can create deposits as well
as telling us about the money
multiplier. But this does raise a
rather embarrassing question for
macroeconomists—why is the
money multiplier still taught to
many undergraduates? Why is it

still in the textbooks?"
https://mainlymacro.blogspot.com/2012/07/kill-

John seems to support raoney
multiplier view of credit expansion in
which each bank only everlends a peree |
age of its assets (on the assumption L
people are not using their deposits) but t
operation of the whole banking syste
results in a large amount of credit beir]
created. John states in the Adrish
Political Review

"Nor are the loans that a bank mak
equal to a multiple of the banks borrowin
or customer deposits as Martin (Dolphi
appears to believe. The accounts alwg
balance. The assets of a bank (consist
mostly of loans) equal the liabilities
(consisting of shareholders' funds plu
various creditors)."

But in the credit creationist story th
accounts also always balance. Wher

loan of £x is given, the accounts show theand Professor at the Ecole des Ponts.

loan as an asset and the correspond
liability is £x in the borrower's deposi
account. (I am not aware of any theory

banking in which accounts do notbalanceg.)

Basically the money multiplier theory

which credit creation is purposeful but is
(regrettably) limited by the fact that some
small percentage of bank money created

money-multiplier.html
Martin Dolphin

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE -

A Jesuit Solves The Money Problem!

 Gaél Giraud, an interesting Jesuit economist
)

ys Gaél Giraud SJ is the Chief Economist increase their human development levels,
ngof the Agence Francgaise de Développe-and rich countries need to reduce their
ment (AFD). AFD isanon profit-making ecological footprint. It is impossible for
S public bank that finances projects in us to continue on the same 'business as
countries in the South. Giraud is also usual path'. In the face of this, Giraud
b director of research in economy at the quoted Pope Francis's words: "Halfway
anational Frenchresearchinstitute (CNRS)measures simply delay the inevitable
disaster". Put simply, it is a matter of
ng His message is that the challenge forredefining our notion of progress. (See:
coming generations is to find a way to "Economic Inequality and Environmental
hf organise their societies so that they will Degradation and the Role of the Jesuit
b Yhave alow ecological footprint and a high University", a lecture to the World
level of human development at the sameAssembly of Jesuits Higher Education
time. To achieve that goal, everyone will institutions at the University of Deusto

is a story that absolves bank managerd

ohave to move: poor countries need to(Bilbao, Spain) in July 2018) ahttp:/
21
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iaju.deusto.es/business-as-usual-is-not-anthey can lend money. These funds cartisation of profits, dismantling of the

option/, in English.) then buy and sell remaining firms. welfare state. But the Chinese will do the
He argues that Cubawas the one country job, because they have an authoritarian

in the world that had both a highuman ) THE MAASTRICHT TREATY  gystem.

development indexnd a low ecological This has stopped states from borrowing

footprint, i.e. what all countries should be from their own central banks atlow orno 1 finish, Giraud said catastrophes like
like. That was true before Cuba renewedinterest, and forced states to borrow fromne gne that is to come had happened in the
relations with the United States. But he the financial market. past, onasmaller scale. These catastrophes
quickly adds that Cuba could not be taken THE ENVIRONMENT were not talked about at the time and have
as a model, because of democracy and At a meeting with City financiers atthe been forgotten since. Mike Davis des-
human rights considerations. Royal Society in London, Giraud found cribed inLate Victorian Holocausts how
they were all aware of the environmental €nvironmental factors and Imperial policy
CREATING MONEY degradation of the p|anet and the riskscombined to kill 50 million people who
Giraud gave his views on banks in aninyolved. They said Europe would do died of hunger.

interview (in French) with an alternative pgthing. Cathy Winch
news channel onlin@ttps://iwww.youtube.com Why? Because it would mean unravel-
Iwatch?v=20FARgqGONA). ling everything they had worked for over Itis hopedto carry areview of Giraud's

Banks, says Giraud, are financial the past40years: essentially, weak regulabook, lllusion Financiére, by Cathy
institutions that create money. Most money tion, reduction of state intervention in the Winch in a forthcoming issue oflrish

is just lines of code on a computer screen gconomy, socialisation of losses and priva-Political Review
When you go to the bank for a loan to byy

a house, at least 80% of the money lent|to
you didn't exist before you walked in.

Itis created from nothing. A Tale Of Two Seéns, an unpublished 'lrish
States gave banks the power to creqte . i . . -
money. Times' letter, and the 'fada’ question.

Q.

A bank can't create money at will; an ) ) i o )
can't create money to save itself; and The Irishlanguage word 'sean’, meaninghad misquoted my contribution to a radio

order to create money, the bank must hdve0!d', is phonetically pronounced 'shan’ in discussion. | pointed out:
a customer asking for’ credit. English, while the Irish language name

'gﬁan ’ ?qlg_llyglzmép Jlogn ' '3 pronougcgd on Sean Ross Abbeévember 25th)
Banks must have their own funds to = awn. adio roa (?aster €aN  \which seriously, if inadvertently, mis-
cover eventualities. In the 19th centufy O'Rourke does not seem to mind that that - quotes me, no doubt due to mishearing
these own funds were 50% of money le ;the station, while maintaining thiada ‘essential' for 'sense' in what | had said on

at the beginning of the 20th until the 1980s (or accent mark) in its own name, dropsit  the 'Liveline'programmeon November

in his, in all mention dfThe Sean O'Rourke 4th. | never stated, to quote your report,

itwas 20%. Itis now 3%, which is too lowj. . .
' " Thi inar that | had found a 'sense of evil' about
One reason itis that low is that the ratjo SNOW- This would not ordinarily concern 22 - 22 " Hildegarde. 'Evil is such

is calculated depending on the riskiness of?et') but az%isr::u;%ion ,OE that show odn a definitive term, implying a condition
loans: the more risky the loan, the highgr F€bruary 20th did, wit |tsl repeated \ye|i.nighirredeemable, that | would hold
the banks own funds should be. But todhyMiSPronunciations of Roscrea's SeanRoss - hack from ever using it lightly, and | am
banks calculate the riskiness of their loahs(Shanross) Abbey—birthplace of mylate  certainly not psychic enough to sense it
themselves, and arrive at a low figur wife Annette—as 'Shawn', offended me. in people. Whenever | have come to
This has th;e advantage that less mo e)}t immediately prompted me to send ina  conclusions about evil, they have been
has to remain ‘unused’ and more monke,Shortletter onthe correct pronunciationto ~ Pased on an accumulation of hard facts...

In ‘unu "rish Times—which | h When Martin Sixsmith’s book ('The Lost
can be spent on more business and dis€Irish Times—which letter, however,

denied publicati Child of Philomena Lee') was published
bonuses and very high salaries. was denied publication. in 2009, we were horrified to learn that,
The solution would be to calculate t

There is nothing | can do about that,  two years after Annette’s last encounter
ratio without taking riskiness into accounf. €XCept to now publish that letter here and  with her (in 1991), Hildegarde would be
This must be done in order to save ban S_draw attention to thiérish Times'refusal to lying to both Philomena and her lost
The IMF itself says that banks are unddr-d0 S0- Onthe only other occasion when | had child (in 1993), inthe full knowledge that
talised and that the ratio should do'Written to that paper about Sean Ross Abbey, €ach was looking for the other. What |
Caprtalised and that the rauo should go d when it b | hat it had stated onLiveline' was that it was this
back to 20%. and when it became clear that it had no o . ) .
ac ) . S . specific act which was 'the essential
After a moment of worry at the time o intention of publishing my letter, very precise
the 2008 financial crisis, financiers have

h element of the evil' that Annette now

factors were then present which enabled me  concluded was present in Hildegarde,
been reassured that States will alw
come to the rescue, without attachi

to take effective action and ensure its  and which had to be 'something totally
conditions or blame. So they have co

tinued acting as before the crisis.

5

"It is necessary to correct your report

publication. In November 2013, six months  vindictive and vicious'.
_after Annette's passing, | participated in the
debates concerning the portrayal, inthe film | had, indeed, been very polite to the
'Philomena, of Sister Hildegarde—having paper. | don't now, and didn't then, attach
SHADOW BANKING been an eye (and ear!) witness to Annette'sany blame to the reporter for a misquotation
Banks need borrowers. With dg- meetings with her at Sean Ross Abbey itself,that | regarded as inadvertently made—a
industrialisation banks lost industrigl in both 1985 and 1991. genuine mistake. A refusal to publish a
customers. Toreplacethem, bankscreafed On 25th November 2003, | felt correctionwould, however, have been quite
speculative funds, private equity fundg, compelled to write to thdrish Times' a different matter. Five days lateon
manned by former colleagues, to whigh concerning a report that morning which Saturday, November 30, it was clear to me




that there was no intention to do so. ThiswasThe following is the text of the letter— alot of texts in from people who don'treally
not an issue of mispronunciation, but of headed"Sean Ross Abbey—Not Seansee your point. They're wondering why it's

serious misquotation, amounting to mis- Ross*—that was refused publication:

representation if not corrected. Those were
the terms of the email | dispatched to the then
Editor-in-chief, Kevin O'Sullivan. Two days
later, on Monday morning, December 2,
came his return email, reassuring me that my
letter was finally in print that morning.

See www.irishtimes.com/opinion/letters/
philomena-evil-and-the-lost-years-1.1612140
for the full letter, page 27 afww.siptu.ie/
media/media_17799_en.pdf for my review of
'Philomena’, andvww.rte.ie/radiol/liveline/
programmes/2013/1104/484588-liveline-
monday-4-november-2013/?clipid=1349328
for the radio broadcast in question.

This January, it irritated me that, in TV
interviews, the Minister for Children,
Katherine Zappone, was repeatedly mis-
pronouncing Sean Ross Abbey, as'Shawn'.
| half excused her as an American, but | felt
some advisor should have corrected the
Minister. This February 20th, however, |
had enough of 'Shawn'. The lead story in

abouttherightto have one's Irish birthplace
correctly written and pronounced. It now

"There was no 'mother and baby' home
named after somebody called Sean Ross,
now the norm for media mispronunciation
of that Abbey's name. | know that for a
fact, as Sean Ross Abbey, Roscrea, was
where my late wife Annette had been born
on 3 May 1953, making her a contempor-
ary baby of Michael Hess—'The Lost
Child of PhilomenaLee'. Sean Ross means
Old Ross and, indeed, on Annette's baptis-
mal cert it had been spelled phonetically
as Shanross Abbey, as also in a list of
hospitals in receipt of Sweepstakes funding
provided to the Dail on 25 November
1954 by the then Minister for Heath. T F
O'Higgins. Moreover, in Annette's 1985
confrontation at that Abbey with the late
Sister Hildegarde, Shanross was how that
baby saleswoman pronounced it, as she
herself had every reason to know the
correct name of her business premises!"

Butitgets worse. | had been here writing

so important to you.O Cofaigh replied:

"Ask yourself: How important is your
name? How badly would you see it if
every day of your life you're slapped in
the face and told: 'We don't recognise
your name; we're not going to recognise
your name, ever.' It's the essence of what
I am, how | refer to myself. Yes, it is
vitally important to me. We have two
official languages in this State, and in the
Irish language my name can not be
represented withoutafada. Itisinaccurate,
and that is just a fact... | do not have a
right to a name... My name is 'C''i"'a' 'r'
‘afada’ 'n'. Fada means long in Irish. The
second ‘a' is long—Ciaran. If there was
no fadaitwould be Kieran. Thatis notmy
name. It's as simple as that."

Responding to this interview, Timmy

Dooley, the Fianna Fail Front Bench

spokesman on Communications, Climate
Action and Environment, tweetetiVith

all the problems that exist in the health

service it's difficult to listen to this indivi-

the'lrish Daily Mail' that morning, penned transpires that one does not even have thdual banging on about a fada!!"An

as an exclusive by reporter Alison O'Reilly, right to one’s own personal name vindicat- Eoghan MacCormaic tweeted back that,
concerned excavations at Sean RossAbbeyed! On his radio show on April 9th, Sean without the ‘fada’ in the Party's name, it
and she was invited to discuss her reportorb.Rourke, who couldn't care less aboutWould beFianna FAIL Quite. ) )
"The Sean O'Rourke Shawh his intro- the dropping of the 'fada’ from his name, And on this Fianna failure, Eamon O
duction, O'Rourke pronounced the Abbey's argued the Data Protection Commission'sCUiv TD, the former Minister and Front
name as if had the same name as his OWN,5se with one who does. On the previousBenCh spokesmanwhois now out of favour
referring on several occasions to 'Sean /day, April 8th, the'lrish Times' had with FF's Martin leadership—and, for
Shawn' Abbey. What took me aback, how- whatever it's worth any longer, agrandson
ever, was that O'Reilly, who had visited the of the Party's founder Eamon de Valera—
Abbey, and who should have known the ~ "Irish people don’t have an "absolute zj50 went on to tweeti am ashamed that
correct pronunciation if she had asked nhght to ha\:je their narags sphelt Cor[egtlﬁafront bench member of my party, one of
residents of the Roscrea area—and who ¢ State data watchdog has ruled. whose aims is to promote the use of the

. . television producer being treated for . .
should therefore have beenin a positionto  -5ncer. who complained to the Data Irish language, would question the right
correct O'Rourke—followed suit by also

Protection Commission after medics Of people to use the correct form of their
speaking of'Shawn'throughout herinterview.  refused to include the fada on his name,name interacting with the state."
- - has described the finding as a 'disgrace’. L L
e OO, M0 0 SO G Comn(Si isoes s WhICh st about sums up aris
o P Service Executive (HSE) was in breach FF—the long, the short and tfedaof it
duced by Sean O'Rourke as having been
bornin'Shawn' Ross Abbey, and she herself

of EU rules when University Hospital all.
now fell into line with O'Rourke and

Galway, where he is getting radiotherapy,
O'Reilly by speaking of 'Shawn' thereafter.

reported:

Manus O'Riordan
told him its computer software does nat
allow for fadas... 'They have sided wit

the HSE that | don’t have the rightto have REXIT

fadas on my name’, said Mr O Cofaigh. |t Getting that feeling things are
isaninsult. Itis a disgrace thatin my own disintegrating around ydu?

country | can’t be given my own namej, The crew that trusted to run the shi
You often hear of the right to defend yoJ © cre atyou trus ed to run the ship
are now all captains in the queue.

good name—I don’t even have a right tp . !
aname."... R6nan O Domhnaill, An Coim- charting a course for the isle of Apocalypge?

isinéir Teanga, said the use of a sineafiHOr could this be running on the spot,
fada is an intrinsic part of the lIrish lots of movement but getting nowhefe,
language alphabet. 'lrrespective of arfy contributing to the rot?
possible data protectionimplications, this  Or the admiral as cabin-boy in full glgre
most basic of requirements should be pt

on astatutory footing by wa ofanamen(u running errands to Brussels
y ghbyway on yet another dead mare

Now, | hold that everybody has the right
to know the true name of his or her birth
mother, although it was only by relentless
intrigue that Annette finally discovered
her own truth, going on thereafter to enjoy
such a warm relationship with the family
of her deceased mother. But so also does
everybody have the right to the correct
name of their place of birth. That was why
| promptly emailed a corrective letter to the
‘Irish Times—which was quite short, and  pent to the Official Languages Act. :
avoided anyad hominenriticism of the (being pecked by crows)
media. So, O'Rourke and O'Reilly remained  In the podcast of his interview with G to where the mighty euro rustles
unnamed, not least because | had no wistCofaigh—which his Show has captionefi along with that old fox in the hedgero
to embarrass the interviewee who had"In the name of the FADA~O'Rourke Wilson John Haire.
actually been born in Sean Ross Abbey.went on to announcitook, we're getting 28.3.2019
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Irish into that War. Partition followed.
100th Anniversary And O'Donnell published he first Irish
Part 16 history of the Great War that was not just
arehashing of the British war propaganda.
It remains in fact the only Irish history of
The Russian REVOlUtiOﬂ the G_reat W_ar ever pub!ishe_d by a com-
mercial publisher. In his will he left a
Baron Wrangel, the counter- nation-state$from Stettininthe Balticto bequest to UCD for the holding of an
revolutionary General, remarked in his Trieste in the Adriatic" annual lecture in his name, but | do not
memoirs,From Serfdom To Bolshevism _ o . _ know of any that was ever held.
that, in the course of revolution and The English Capitalist revolution did
counter-revolution, people got used to pot seek to reproduce ?tself in the_ nations The outstanding piece oivilising that
kiling and being killed. That is always itwasteachinghowtolive. Whatittaught gngjand did in India, to accompany the
the case with a society which is thrown them was to live in subordination to it. plundering, was that it ruled that widows

into violent motion. Those involved in it When the Soviet svst I dund should no longer be allowed to throw
do notexperience the violence as senseless. ' €Nt SOVIELSYSIEM COTAPSEAUNTery, 1\ calves on the funeral pyre of their
It is purposeful for all concerned, and capitalist democratic pressure, it left

behind in E £ f dead husbands. Macaulay boasted of it.
therefore rational. It is only from the P€NINd in Eastern Europe, after a mere

i : forty-five vears. a series of functional What did the plunder matter in the light of
vantage-point of the disengaged onlooker °" years, unctiona that progressive measure? Widows needed

that it appears senseless. And, from thg'ation states with national cultures and "o 50 ctrinated out of disgraceful

vantage point of dispassionate observerséconomies. The only onewhichcollapsed , ;.o jike that

living for the moment in situations of Ininternal disorder was the one which had Indian thought had dwelt on the facts of
ordered security, by far the greater part of2roken frge in1948 andaligneditselfwith \, , - oyistence over millennia and had
human history mustappear senseless, sinc'® West: Yugoslavia. devised ways of living a complete life

itwas all conducted in breach of the United o . within the meaninglessness of infinity.

Nations Convention on Human Rights. ~_And, when Yugoslavia did not dis- ¢4 Gid not wish to be affronted by

Humanity constructed itselfinhumanly. mantle its own form ofSOC|aI|sm|n_1991, these Indian ways as it plundered and
the West—on the way to becoming the starved India

Inthe singular culture of Slieve Luacra, European Union—destroyed it by encour-

inthe partof it thatwas the Eastern Fractionaging the resurgence of nationalistpassions - getter twenty years of Europe
of Kerry in Co. Cork, | was able to read that had seemed to be defunct, and then than 3 cycle of Cathay.

Kant as a teenage labourer. He made afnoralising self-righteously about what it
all-out effort to establish Universal Truth had brought about. That was how Alfred Lord Tennyson
in Enlightenment mode, through Pure putit. (And we knew all about Tennysqn
Reason, inwhat, | suppose, was a Voltair- When England left India after a couple in Gneeves, where there had been five
ean spirit. But he was not satisfied with it, Of centuries, it left behind it a Partitionist Hedge Schools before compulsory State

and under the counter-Enlightenment religious war. education was brought in.)
influence of Rousseau, he reverted to Duringthose centuries it had not taught
Practical Reason and described the actualndia to live as England lived. Nothing
human world, accepting that humanity Was farther from the English mind than
could not be remade under the dictates otthat. Ithad justplundered India, destroyed
Pure Reason'Out of the crooked wood of the economy ithad before England tookit,
humanity, nothing straight can be made" and made itinto a source of raw materials. The Soviet Union wasruled by
_Ifthe human race was straightened out Charles James O'Donnell of Donegal o rhat is the customary way of
in accordance with the universals of purewas educated for the Indian Civil Service putting it
reason it would become a closed species(i-€., the English Civil Service in India) by ™, o1 61nd necessary to explain how
order.ly .but no longer h.uman.' . the Christian Brothers. England had SOIdavast country, composed of many different
This is what was at issue in the Sovietits Indian Empire project to the Home o5~ couid be taken in hand by
revolution—and also in the major opposi- Rule Irish as a great civilising enterprise. . i+’ and made to do what Russia did
tion to it: the Capitalist revolution The Chrlstl.ans Brothers b.ought It and i the course of the 25 years following the
engineered by England. prepared O'Donnellforit. O'Donnell went consolidation of the terror regime in

. . ) to India, and was disgusted by what the - : . .
It was England's destiny, according to gpgjish administration was doing to it. 1920—one ofthose things being the saving

Cromwell's Secretary of Statéo teach o saw Lord Curzon. before 1914. as of Europe from itself, and saving the world
’ '~ from Europe, after Europe became Fascist,

with Fascism allegedly being a threat to
Civilisation.

The worthlessness of the world, apart
from Europe (with England monitoring
Europe) was the justification of all that
England did in the world.

nations how to live” laying the groundwork for what happened
during and after the 2nd World War—this
was half a century earlier. He resigned
from the 'Indian Service' and went to  Fascism came from Communism: that
England to warn the English people aboutwas Churchill's formula when he came to
what was being done in its name. He gotwrite the History of Churchill's War—the

When the Soviet Revolution gained himself elected to Parliament, informed war of elemental forces that was set off by
control of Eastern Europe in 1945 by the Mother of Parliaments, but he might asBritain in June 1940, after Britain lost the
overthrowing the Fascist regimes that hadwell have been talking to a brick wall.  regularwar thatit had launched in Septem-
saved Capitalism from it in the 1920s, it  Then the Great War happened. Homeber 1939. But where did Communism
sought to reproduce itself in the lives of Rule was refused. Redmond recruited thecame from?

The means by which the Russian Soviet
and English Capitalist Revolutions went
about working themselves outin the world
were different in kind.



Churchillknew very wellwhereitcame  "Dynastic War" had given way to Britain made war on Germany in order
from It came from European social People's War And that catastrophic to protect an imagined political or moral
science, out of the wreckage of Europechange was hailed as progressive in Socialorder of Europe from animagined German
caused by the usurping by Britain, in ist literature in Britain. breach of it, and it produced chaos. And
August 1914, of a relatively minor Euro-  War waged without restraint by all scientific socialism arose out of that chaos.
pean conflict, inflating itinto a totalitarian available means, and without distinction It was the element of European culture
war of world conquest, and from the of civilian and soldier, was pioneered in that survived the wreckage of the War,
Carthaginian peace imposed on Germanymodern European practice by Britain.  and actively flourished in it.
in 1919, but later called off lest it should Russia broke down after two and half
make France too powerful. It might be argued that it was done in years of War. Britain had refused Constan-

The term"totalitarian war" was used France in 1870, after its regular Army was tinople to itin the 19th century but, shortly
by Lord Beverage—of the future Beve- defeated in the war it launched on Prussia,before 1914, it gave it Constantinople for
ridge Reform of social welfare—to and negotiation of a settlementin the light of the taking, in order to direct Russian might
describe the warfare of 1914-18. He usedthe outcome of battle was refused by France against Austria, and against Germany on
it in a War Pamphlet, published in the and the Government was overthrown, and awhich Austria had become dependent.
Summer of 1939 in preparation for the levee en masseas called for. But wild But the effort to get to Constantinople
next Great War that Britain was about to popular resistance, following defeat in battle, made Russia collapse.
launch. The pamphletwas calBidckade s different in kind from war on the civilian British Liberalism—which launched
And The Civilian Populatian It was a  population of the enemy state applied by thethe World War and hoped the Russian
defence in principle of the Starvation aggressor State from the start—as was donsteamrollemwould crush Germany for it—

Blockade which the world-dominating by Britain in August 1914. had been concerned that the real autocracy
Royal Navy imposed on Germany during  (The notion that Germany made war on of Tsarism would take the place of the
and after the 1914 War. Britain still has currency in England.) imaginary autocracy of Kaiserism and

The reasoning behind this is entirely become dominantin Europe. ltwasintwo
Anotherway of putting it, more widely ‘moral'—as if morality has any place in minds about the collapse of Tsarism.
used, wasvar of peoples John Buchan, totalitarian war. The reasoning is that, by
the official war historian, described 1914 marching an Army through Belgium,  Lenin, a European social scientist with
as the first Middle Class war, taking it for which was not an independent state,a talent for practical politics, mastered the
granted that the British Middle Classes Germany gave moral offence to Britain anarchy of the February Revolution and
had the people in tow. Formal democracyand obliged the latter to make war on it. constructed a State dedicated to the
was introduced in the course of the war This was the case, even though Germanyconstruction of a new civilisation, Euro-
and a functional Labour Party was estab-had tried to get a clear answer from Britain pean in spirit, but profoundly un-English.
lished for the first time. Itwas Imperialin aboutwhat it would do, ifa German Army  Churchill wanted Britain to ally itself
orientation and was eager for the destruc-marched through Belgium, and was notwith defeated Germany, instead of wreck-
tion of Germany. told that Britain would make war onitifit ingit,and make war onthe new civilisation
Then, when Germany was defeated, did. being developed in Russia. Btite babel
and the time came for making afunctional  But, however that is regarded, it does of democracy'rowned him out.
peace settlement, it could not be donenot alter the fact that it was Britain that
because dfthe babel of democracy“as  made war on Germany, and that Germany Amongst the things that were disabled
Churchill put it: Goebbels came later.  had no intention of making war on Britain. in Britain's Great War was the British

Churchill wanted an Imperial peace— Once the World War beaan—a week "Uling class. Andso it became Churchill's
a civilising peace—of the traditional kind 9 fate to achieve his destiny as the ally of

but, because of the popular passions thaffter the European War—only Britain, its - ict” Russia against Germany,
had been worked up in order to win the creator, and the dominant World Power, .

Id h ded it b Gt B tmstead of as the ally of Germany against
War, that was not possible. In order to €OU'C NAVE ended It by negotiation. But - -y 0y nist Russian danger to

hold his seat in Parliament he had to makeBitain felt morally obliged to crush . .. .

an Election speech that he was ashame&ermany by seizing ts trade and ts foreign
of. possessions, and also to seize the Middle Inthe 1920s he was a Fascist. In 1926,

Eastern region of the Ottoman Empire. as a British Cabinet Minister, he made a
Lord Bew, "our distinguished Germany was on the military defensive pilgrimage to Rome to pay homage to
historian”, who is now a minor figure in after the first weeks. It was cut off from Mussolini as the saviour of capitalist
the British Establishment, wrote quaintly the world trade on which, through its civilisation from Bolshevism. He said
of some Home Ruler, | think it was John capitalist development, it had come to explicitly that, if he lived in Italy, he
Redmond's brother, dyidgallantly” in depend. Nevertheless, against all expectwould be a member of the Fascist Party.
France. But gallantry was off the agendaations, it held out for four years. And Inthe early 1930s he held himself ready to
of war. The age of chivalry was past. It when, under American military pressure be the English Mussolini, if the economic
went out with the Charge of the Light and American promises, it agreed to anrecession made it necessary. But it was
Brigade. War had become utilitarian. Armistice which was an admission of hisdestiny to prevent Halifax from making
And Lord Beverage only spoke the truth defeat, Britain intesified the Starvation peace with Germany after Britain lost the
when he said that the distinction betweenBlockade and maintained it until a weak, regular war that it launched in September
civilian and soldier had been abolished. deluded Social Democratic German 1939, and use the Naval supremacy which
(That had been done in British military Government made a false confession ofBritain still held to spread the war here,
practice with the establishment of Concen-German responsibility for the War on there and everywhere until it became the
tration Camps in the war of conquest behalf ofthe German people and agreed tayreatest ever war of annihilation, and
against the Boer Republic.) pay for it. brought Communist Russia, as the most
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coherent and purposeful Power in it, to apart from society, compelling society by =~ The European Civilisation that produc-
dominance in Eastern Europe—including terror to do what it did, becomes absurd if ed Fascism in the wreckage of the Great
the Poland for whose independence Britainany attempt is made to envisage it War was settling down under it when it
had started the war. realistically. was overthrown by the Communistenemy
The idea of State, party or society from which Fascism had saved it.
"European civilisation'was saved in  applied formalistically, according to the Communism saved Europe from itself,
1918 by capitalist America which, having way Irish or British politics functions, and Europe has been a puzzle to itself ever
achieved its"manifest destiny’on the misses the actuality of Russian affairs since.
American continent, and having gone westthen—and misses the actuality of most of
from the Continent through the Pacific, the world most of the time. The regime of Terror continued in
now felt that the time had come to extend Russia. An American diplomat filmed
itself eastwards across the Atlantic. ltwas The apparatus of government was thepmoscow street scenes in colour at the
ingrained in its culture that its sovereignty Party. The Party was, of course, an eIite.height ofthe Cold War around 1950. That
was destined to be universal. But it was an elite of millions. It did not fiim was only released last year. It just
exist over against the mass of society. Itsdidn't look right. Everything looked so
“European civilisationwas savedin 1945  concernwas nottoincrease its membershimormal The people showed no signs of
by Communist Russia. It was possible for butto limitit, so that it remained a coherent peing traumatised by the Terror.
Russia to save it because the lazy, dreamyiirecting influence.
Russian had Bolshevised. Oblomov had . Well, the Terror began some years later.
stopped siting by the fire all day, dreaming. ~ The State became, toavery considerablg; 45 not a construct of direct experience
He had pulled himself together, rolled up his extent, identical with the populace. The p i of belatedmemory. Khrushchev
sleeves, and put himselftowork. The meanspopulace was engaged in an enterprisgyenoynced the regime that had constructed
by which he did this was called the Great thatwas without precedent. The populaceyhe jnqustrial economy and won the World
Terror by the capitalistimperialist demo  policed itself for the most part, in gy as terrorist. And Gorbachev tried to
cracy of the West. accordance with general guidelines from o ¢ nq the state on the foundation of the
| had readdblomovin my teens, along  the centre. The policing was rough and ., mised memory of the Great Terror.
with a lot of other pre—1914 Russian ready—WhiCh, given the scale of the Memory_a memory imported from
literature, when | had read no Marxist enterprise and the time available for it, \yestern propaganda and imposed from
literature excepCapital. (And | was was inevitable. the top, contradicting the way the indus-
greatly surprised when | receiveapital What was done could not have beeny;sjisation and the War had actually been
by post because, when ordering it, | haddone without a widespread will to work, a experienced by those involved in them.
assumed it was about the influence ofwill to be disciplined and a will to fight.
great cities onworld affairs.) Iwasvaguely That was the reality underlying the The regime which was based ideologic-
predisposed in favour of Russia becauseNestern title of the Great Terror. ally on induced trauma failed. It made no
the Church had entered the Cold War In the Great Terror the Russian Army genge even to itself. The past, which had
againstit. | discussed it, in Christy Sulli- was capriciously wrecked inits leadership 1,5 4e Russia into a major Power in the
van's forge in Boherbue village, with a by a whim of the Great Dictator. Butthe 414 hecame an aberration. The regime
kindred spirit: a man called Casey, who Germany Army that had brushed aSidetheadapted itself increasingly to Western
made a point of denouncing the Churchmilitary efforts of the British and French yemqocratic capitalist criticism of it. It
annually during Mass on the anniversary Empires failed to break that renewed qjjapsed politically, and the economy
ofthe Civil War excommunications. And Russian Army, which followed itback to ke ypinto a kind of parasitic capitalism.
the ‘peasants' amongst whom | lived oftenBerlin. Collective property was privatised into

discussed_the Stalinist collectivisation "Democracy” was unable to defend the hands of strategically placed party
sympathetically. y bosses, who became Oligarchs. It seemed

itself from the Fascism that had saved it . X i
) from Communism for a while as if Russia had reverted to the
I gave no thought to the question of : condition of things from which Ivan the

how Oblomov had become a Bolshevik _Ithaddeclaredwaronthe central FasCistry 1o had freedit, butwith the difference
until the issue of the Great Terror came upState for no intelligible reason, after ., ... Oligarchs, unlike the Boyars, were
in the group got together by Liam Daltun. collaborating with it for five years, and selling themselves to an external Power—
And then | just couldn't see how Terror Was swept aside by it. the US/EU
could have done it. It was nota matter of ~The expectation was thatthe Germany ™", " o <010 \uas abolished. The
whether Terrorism did it, but of whether it Army would easily crush the demoralised economy shrank Employmentoppo.rtun-
was conceivable that Terror might have and mismanaged Russian Army. Ifithad . uicn e | e expectancy lowered
done it. done so, European Civilisationwouldhave o oo et hecame a drunken sot. But
The population of Bolshevik Russia consolidated itself as Fascist. And theaccording to the BBC, a literature based
came from the peasantry. There wasBritish Empire would have taken its place on the social life of the Oligarchs
nowhere else for it to come from. And, if in the world alongside the Third Reich. developed which was much more sophis:t—
there had not been a will within the Hitlerwantedittobe there. ltwaswhathe, - "o ihe mass literature of the
peasantry to construct a strong industrialmost admired in the world. And Britain |~ o oo

economy and a powerful modern Army, it had no wish to disappear as a World _ _ _
just could not have been done. All the Power. Churchill would probably have  Things were looking bright from the

Stalin group could have done was directreturned to his Fascist roots of the post-Western point of view. Russia was shrink-

the process. Great War era and delivered a greating. NATO was pressing on it militarily.
celebratory speech on the final extinction The Oligarchs were selling their fiefdoms
The notion of the State, as somethingof the Communist Evil. to Western capitalism.



But then a counter-development setin, It is often said that the Irish were action by a dominant force is the way to
based on the KGB, whose purpose was tdraumatised by the Famine and were madday out the ground for democracy—but he
restore the State and enforce law on theAnglophobic nationalists by it. They lost his nerve and said instead that the
Oligarchic anarchy. weren't. They took the Famine in their authoritarian action was itself an exercise

But the Oligarchs had all been Marxist- stride. | first heard about it from my in democracy.

Leninists. One of them, who established grandmother, whose mother must have The State terrorism failed to terrify

a base for himselfin London, explained in grown up in the immediate post-Famine because those operating it had no ideal for

Marxist terms why Putin was bound to generation. She was matter-of-fact aboutgiving purpose to their victory when they

fail—the economy determines politics. it. There was nothing unexpected, andwon.

And, in his understanding of it, the therefore nothing shocking, inthe English

economy was money, and the Oligarchsconduct. That was just how they were. The 'Civil War' was not caused by a

had the money. conflict of ideals. The Treatyites were no
The Irish national development began fighting for the Crown. They were only

Then Khordakovsky—Ilike Al agenerationbeforethe Famine, withinthefighting because the Crown compelled
Capone—was arrested for tax-evason.decade following the abolition of the them to. They had given it an inch—and
Some recent American publications Colonial Parliament by the Act of Union. it manipulated them into a war which they
concede that tax-evasion was the ruleThe substantial political difference the won atthe expense of becoming lostsouls.
amongst the Oligarchs. And what self- Famine made toitwas that O'Connell died
respecting anarchist would pay taxes to aduringitand the genocide made thetenant- The defeated were in possession of the
State, except under extreme compulsion.lfight more practicable. ideal. They revived quickly and gave

purpose to the State.

Putin gradually restored the State by ~Was it genocidal? Of course it was.
use of laws which were presumed to be noThe Famine in the Ukraine in the early  But today the State is committed to
longer operative. Mere money-capital 1930s, which was part of a widespreadaholishing its history. It made this
did not have the power of resistance to theRussian Famine, is described by Ukrainiancommitment out of an absurd conviction
State that productive capital would have nationalism as a Genocide, and Europethat nationalist history, rather than the
had. The restoration of the Russian Stateagrees. Inthatcase there canbe noquestigsrovocative system of undemocratic
in support of Russian national economy but that the Irish Famine was a Genocide.government cut off from the democracy
was seen in the West as a reversion tdtwas notpartofageneral British Famine. of the British state, brought about the war
Stalinism but the West was unable to It happened only amongst the Catholic hetween the Six County Catholic
intervene in support of freedom becauselrish, in the conditions to which they had community and the British State.
the core of the Russian State—the basébeen reduced during the century and a half
around which it was being restored—had Since the Williamite Conquest. And the |t is now in a condition of pre-trauma,
kept its defences functional: the only government had the resources to keep th@long with Germany, at the prospect of
effective defence in the era of the United Starving millions alive but chose notto do peing separated from Britain by Brexit.
Nations being the power to exterminate SO. It was a Genocide. So what! .

: Brendan Clifford
the population of an enemy state.

And the 'Civil War' did not traumatisq.
The lesson of all of this is that trauma- There was serious matter at issue for|[all

tised memory of Terror is no basis for the those involved. it was not meaninglessfin Some Thoughts On
operation of a state. actual experience, but the objective of 4

he

modern Commemoration Committde Fergal Keane OBE
A senior British Liberal, Sir Charles seemstobetoreduceitto meaninglessn

Dilke, inabest-seller, wrote thatthe Anglo- And that is the ground of trauma.
Saxons were the greatest exterminating The Fianna Fail Party, led intellectually
race the world had ever seen. Nobodyby Martin Mansergh—or is it Eogha
disputed the statement with him. And Harris?—wants to deny its origins in the
nobody was bothered by itProgressis  'Civil War' resistance to the destruction pf
inseparable from genocide. the Republic. This reduces a period [of

FSS: On 2nd November 2013, exposed
Some Thoughts On Fergal Keane OBE
many of which | had revealed to readers of
The Irish PostandThe Irish Worldover
previous years. Though my criticisms were
severe they were never challenged, let
. o . : alone refuted, and I'm convinced that they
intense activity in national history to

Britain will not allow itself to be putin  meaningless blank. should stand the test of time.
the dock about its undoubted genocides, Mr. Keane expressed a wish foFraith
nor will the United States, and both are The Treaty party operated a reign pf Commissioron the unpleasantness in the
entirely free of traumatic guilt feelings Terror. The high-minded Profess¢r North of Ireland, and events connected to
about them. Turkey will not tolerate MacNeill was a party to taking fouy it further afield since 1968. His wish was
inquisition about its alleged genocide, nor eminent Republicans out of prison, whdre expressed ifthe Independeif London.
will Poland. Germany has inflicted they had been for five months, and killing | doubt he would express it again in the
traumatised memory of Terror and them without even a semblance of a trigl. British Media, not on General Nick Carter's
Genocide onitself and ittaken the place of That was done as an act of error. BlytheWatch, nor that of the current British
the Ottoman State dthe sick man of admittedthatthe Treaty State was terror|st. Government. He might risk an even more
Europe". But this memory does not date The purpose was to terrify the populafe painful fate than being dropped by the
from the war. It was constructed a into submission to the new system a$ aBBC and the Irish Studies Department of
generation after the war. The war precondition of participating in it. And Liverpool University. The British Dog of
generation did not act traumatically in the Professor Garvin, defending it ip Waris a Jealous Dog and welcomes Truth
post-war period. retrospect, almost says that authoritarfanlike a Flea in its Ear.

-
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clear understanding of what they were
doing. They were young; they had no
knowledge of Irish history The national
tradition may have been weak in their
own families and in their native district.
It should be made clear that those who
now resignwill notbe regarded as enemies
of Ireland but will be granted every
opportunity to make up for the past..."

Mr. Keane complained that British Irish Bulletincovers the incident. on page
Crown Forces killed during the 1919- 720.
1921 war didn't get proper funerals in ~ On 29th July 1920 the Bulletin carried
Ireland. Well, one RIC mafobias anlInstructionfrom SinnFein HQin Dublin
O'Sullivan shot in Listowel, Co. Kerry, to all Sinn Fein Clubs, headed—
by the IRA in April 1921, got a huge
funeral through the centre of Dublin to
Glasnevin,which canbe seenon YouTube,
and there was no attempt by Ireland's
democratic forces to disrupt it. It may,
perhaps, console Mr. Keane, that most oflt continued—
the Crown Forces who fell in that War, got
similarly conducted funerals, with no
interference from lIreland's National
Democratic Forces, and many of them

"Now that the English-controlled police
forces in Ireland are breaking up, the
country should take cognisance of the
position individual ex-members of these

= Perhapd\inety-Nine Yearsater, those
forces under the new regime.

Irishmen and Irishwomen with little
knowledge or understanding of their
"Every man of Irish birth should get a country's history, noiengaged in doing
chance of becoming a loyal citizen of the the work of the enemythight be encour-
Irish Republic, and of earning an honest aged to become loyal citizens of Ireland,
living in Ireland. cease spreading enemy propaganda, and

were recorded for Pathe News.

Mr. Keane was perturbed that ten
Volunteers of the Democratic Forces,

Thisistrue even of those Irishmen who be given'th tunity t K f
are so unfortunate to be engaged doing € giventhe opportunity o maxe up for

the work of the enemy in Ireland as the past’ _
members ofthe Royal Irish Constabulary.  How about it Fergal?
.Many of these men joined without any Donal Kennedy

hanged and buried in quicklime in 193

and 1921 were exhumed and given St
funerals 80 years later.

Mr. Keane's family comes from Lis
towel, and | find it hard to believe th
anyone considered an authority on mod
Irish history cannot be unaware of eve
in the Royal Irish Constabulary Barrac
there on 15th June 1920, when it w
visited by the Force's newly installe
Commander, General Tudor, hand-pick
by Winston Churchill—who later proudl
introduced another of his favoure
warriors, to Josef Stalin, asaut-throat"
—and the newly-appointed Division

Commander for Munster, Smyth, recently

transferred from the British Military.

Smyth addressed the RIC Garrisgn

telling them that they would hencefor
patrol the country at least five nights
week, that they would lie in ambush.
Civilians who didn'timmediately obey
the order to raise their hands were to
shot down. If they had their hands in the
pockets, they were to be shot doWrhe
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This article appeared in the April Irish Political Review. However, a large
t section of the transcription of the GAA discussion was lost in the production
m process, so the piece is being carried again.

ts
S

SA GAA Debate In The Shadow Of Brexit

d A debate in the GAA (Gaelic Athletic with an article headedUsing the GAAto
Association) flared up and spilled over bring about a United Ireland would be
onto the national airwaves in early March. self-defeatin (Irish Independent, 10
The prospect of a Hard Border as a resultMarch).

of Brexitwas its backdrop butas arguments

have flown from both sides the discussion  In @ more cautious articleish Times
has prompted deeper questions pertainingolumnist Sean Moran argued that Burns

' to national identity and the isolated position Was shoring up support in Ulster for his
of Northern nationalists. candidacy for the GAA Presidency in

The exchanges started when former2020 and that it would be difficult for the
Armagh Captain and current Armagh Association to take up an overtly political
delegate to the Association's Ulster positionforarange of reasons. This critic-
PECouncil Jarlath Burns was interviewed by ism drew a cautious reply from a reader.
" Justin McCarthy oThis Weelon RTE ~ Aonghus Mac Domhnaill from Tipperary
radio (3 March). Burns expressed a privateended a letter by statinglt'is not un

a

more you shoot, the more | will like youl, i that, in the event of a Border Poll, reasonable, though we may not like it, for

and | assure you that no policeman w,
get into trouble for shooting any man."
The garrison, all Irishmen, told Smyt|

that he was a murderer, and stripped

themselves of their arms and resign
from the force. Tudor threatened the)
with Courtmartial but, despite the sem
military nature of the RIC, they were ng

liable for that procedure. Similar resigna-

tions followed in Killarney and Tralee.

| read the account of the Listowe
incident in"Kerry's Fighting Story'bver
65 years ago, though, unlike Keane al
his clan, | have no Kerry relations.

Constable Jeremiah Mee's Witne
Statementto the Bureau of Military Histor

I his hope would be thatthe GAA nationally the Northern nationalistto expectthe GAA
would not be neutral but would support a to rally to their cause. This is what Joe
" United Ireland. On the following day, in Brolly and Jarlath Burns are asking for
FAihe course of a lively interview on Sean (IT, 8 March).
PAO'Rourke's RTE radio show, GAA pundit ~ The subject of the debate merits more
M and Derry all-Ireland medallist Joe Brolly attention than it has so far received. As a
|- upped the ante by Vigorous]y endorsing result of Brexit, there has been a notable
the stance taken by Burns. shift of emphasis in the opinions being
The case against has so far comeexpressed by members of the Northern
main]y from sports columnists and GAA nationalist Community. The message they
| specialists in the Southern newspapersare conveying deserves to be heard.
Of particular note was a piece by Declan
hdBogue in thelrish Independen{Bogue JARLATH BURNs ON A BorDER PoLL
normally writes in th@&elfast Telegraph It is clear from what has been written
5sin which he invoked the pluralist stance about him that Jarlath Burns is a serious
y taken by then GAA president Aogan contender for high office in the GAA.

—

is available online. The Irish Bulletin o
12th July 1920 gives an account of t
incident. Volume 2 of the reprints of th

f O'Fearghail in 2016. Another sports Equally clear is that he is far from being a
ejournalist at thdndependentEwan Mac  dogmatic nationalist, oblivious to the
Kenna, rowed in against the Northernerssensitivities of politics on the island as a



whole. As Principal of a large secondary undue importance to flags and anthems. A

school in Bessbrook, South Armagh, he regular panellist on the popular TV show
has encouraged students to visit Orangé'The Sunday Gariehe believes sport
Halls and to march for gay rights. He is should be discussed on TV in as lively a

defender of GAA members who have
joined the PSNI. | defended Peadar
Heffron, an Irish speaker who was frozen
out by his club and who eventually lost a

also known as a supporter of Sinn Fein. Infashion asitis discussed in pubs; he brings
the past he has been publicly supportive ofthe same attitude to debates about the
the GAA's outreach programme, to the politics of the GAA.

point where he stated in an interview with

Eamon Mallie some years ago that heSean O'Rourke on 4 March Brolly was at
would have no issue with dispensing with pains to supportthe stance taken by Jarlath
the flag and anthem at matches if it would Burns. The next few paragraphs are a

leg as aresultof abomb attack by dissident
republicans. I recently attended a celebra-
tion of the PSNI branch of the GAA and

it was a hell of a night. But there is a
different point here. Who are we pleasing?
The DUP makes UKIP look like
charmers. Protestant working class areas
are being desecrated by neglect because
of the DUP.

From the start of the interview with

attract unionists. Onthatissue he attractedough summary of what he said:

a predictable share of criticism.

In theThis Weelnterview on Sunday,
3rd March, Burns explained what a Hard
Border would mean for the Ulster GAA.
He said that, of 12 National League
matches being played in Ulster on that
weekend, 5 would involve cross Border
travel and there were also matches in
Croke Park in Dublin between clubs like
SleachiNéill and Clonduff Camogues. At
this time in March every year there would
be between 15,000 and 20,000 people
moving across the Border for GAA activity
alone.

In explaining what the GAA means to
the nationalist community in the North, he
said that it was an isolated community
which is allowed to pursue its Irishness
and its national identity in a non-violent
manner through the GAA.

Asked about a Border Poll, he referred
to the 36 referenda that had been held
since the foundation of the State in all of
which the GAA had remained steadfastly
neutral. But a Border Poll would be
different. Quoting from point 2.1 of the
Association's Official Guide (constitution)
he described the GAA as:

"a National Organisation which has as
its basic aim the strengthening of the
National Identity in a 32 County Ireland
through the preservation and promotion
of Gaelic Games and pastimes".

Burns' pointwas that rejecting neutrality
in such a referendum would Hedical as
well as ideological for the Association.

JoE BROLLY SPELLSIT oUT
Like Jarlath Burns, Joe Brolly is not
someone who can be easily pigeonholed.
Coming from a republican family in
Dungiven, County Derry, he refuses to
identify as a republican. Interviewed by
Miriam O'Callaghan some months ago,
he was robust in disagreeing with her
about the superiority dfeland's Callas
compared to the National Anthem. For
Brolly Ireland's Calls a pious song devoid
of culture but in the same interview he

described how at a school debate he had

applauded young people for not attaching

| was cheered to hear the statement [Sean O'Rourke then read out a text
from Jarlath Burns, a budding GAA from a listener saying that any respect for
!fade;-h ng%lﬂ;]ﬂle ye?(s OLthel'\lrm;JhmeSJoe Brolly he ever had, had now evapora-
itwas the atsustained us Northern ; ;

Gaels. Right from the start of it in 1969 ted. The point was ignored by Brolly]
we focused on Gaelic games and it was
no accident that the Ulster teams began to
win all-Ireland titles in the 1990s, 21
years after that year.

The peace process here has been a
spectacular success, rightly praised across
the world. The Brexit stance of the DUP
has caused a major change. The notion of
a pluralist Northern Ireland has entirely
evaporated. The DUP have shown
themselves to be nut jobs—homophobic,
creationist deniers of climate change and
supporters of the death penalty, who
oppose the use of "gay blood" in the
blood transfusion service. They never
miss an opportunity to rub our noses in
their contempt.

Brolly: The GAA has a state of the art
outreach programme for non-members
and successfully opposes sectarianism.

O'Rourke: Should you not just leave
politics to the politicians?

Brolly: There are times when it is
necessary to take a stance. Spiritual
support from the rest of the Association
is what the Northern Gaels are asking for.
Parties like Sinn Fein have their own
agendas. Many in the Northern GAA
take a different position. Northern nation-
alists are feeling isolated as a result of
Brexit. Itis all very well for people in the
liberal pluralist South to proclaim such
values but they don't have to contend
with scorn on a daily basis from a political
party thatis homophobic and anti-science,
a party that habitually makes a laughing
stock of the Irish language. We are not
prepared to be cut adrift.

O'Rourke: They are the largest party in
the North and I'm sure they would disagree
with everything you are saying.

Brolly: There has been no political
representation in Northern Ireland for
twoyears. Allwe getisscornforthelrish ~ From reading the above it may seem
language, despite the large numbers ofthat Sean O'Rourke showed bias but, given
children being educ_ated throughlri_sh. IN the force of the case being made, O
:D_erry alone 400 children are now inall- p 15 questioning was standard journ-
rishschools. But providing State funding .. . .
to this movement is described by the alistic practice. Key points maQe by Brolly
leader of the DUP asfdeding the Were: the concept of a pluralist Northern
crocodilé'. Northern Ireland is politically ~ Ireland has evaporated as aresult of Brexit;
dysfunctional and the minority the GAA constitutes a basic defence
community feel isolated. Of course the againstthe isolation of the nationalist com-
GAA was founded on politics. It was mynjty: the Church has collapsed as a
glr;girlgj ?g%?g;hg;ﬂ:st\)ligs?i?ten&embers focal point for the community; many in

' the Ulster GAA take a different view to

O'Rourke: But the GAA stayed out of that of Sinn Fein while holding a
politics during the Troubles. commitment to a United Ireland; he is an

Brolly: They did and they didn't. The active defender of the across-the-
GAA is described in its constitution as a c0mmunal-divide GAA outreach prog-
National organisation. The organisation famme and of welcoming members of the

now needs to support its members in thePSNI.
North. The DUP has always regarded the
GAA as 'the IRA at play, a fantastical
generalisation with no basis in truth. We
need the GAA all the more since the
Church has collapsed.

CriTicisM FROM BoGUE AND MACK ENNA
Before examining the substance of the
criticisms of Declan Bogue and Ewan
MacKenna it should be noted that many of
O'Rourke: What about the inclusion of theijr points are representative of current
members of the Police Service of Northem gyands of opinion in the South. Account
Ireland (PSNI) in the GAA? should also be taken that as sports writers
Brolly: | have been an outspoken they are at something of a disadvantage in
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commenting on political and historical closetoexperienced by the festd should

matters.

thing in the nationalist tradition. His main

not be dismissed. Then he gets to anothepoint was that such questioning had not

Bogue begins his article by asserting punch line. He bluntly questions the been matched by a similar questioning of

that Jarlath Burns has dramatically scaledrelevance of the GAA's history in the light
of its present existence as—

back his GAA involvement and isriles
away from inhabiting the present inner
sanctuml of the Association. He then
tackles Burns on the question of ethos
which he describes as #itky thind'.
Referring to point 1.2 he states:

"Now 99% of those involved in the
GAA would be largely unaware of such
a mission statement."

Bogue clearly admires the leadership
style of former GAA President Aogan
O'Fearghail and approvingly cites O'Fear-
ghail's belief in andgreed Ireland. The

the triumphalism of the British Imperial
tradition. The speech was publicly critic-
"a multi-million pound organisation 1S€d Py DUP Leader Arlene Foster. To
that has had the airlines of gulf states, @void political controversy the President
French beer companies, and Germancancelled his participation in a planned
supermarkets pump money into it, that commemorative eventin Belfast. Higgins's
sell their big events to a British satellite very public dissenting from the official
TV company that lies behind a paywall, nayrative in matters historical did him no
and that rents out their world-class arenay . - in the Presidential Election in Nov-

for everything from country-and-western . .
concerts, to American college football, ember 2018 which he won with the largest

to those very same 'foreign and fantasticmajority in Irish electoral history.
games'?"

As described in arecent book by Kevin
Inthe contextof what Burns and Brolly o'royrke, the 2016 centenary did not go

are arguing, he sees references to history, plan for the Government. Referring to

present writer had occasion to dispute theas an unjustifiable throwback to aspectsine 75th commemoration of the 1916
ethos of the GAA with O'Fearghail in of the GAA's legacy that are gone, neverRising in 1991, O'Rourke describes how

2016. Having attended with family and to return. As he puts it:

extended family a fixture in Croke Park,
followed by a commemorative pageant to
mark the 1916 centenary, | was disappointed
to see John Redmond's contribution
highlighted on a giant screen. | complained
to GAA headquarters and O'Fearghalil
replied defending the presentation on the
grounds that, by including Redmond and
Carson, the Association was acknowledging
the unionist perspective. In the context of
thatexchange | would consider Joe Brolly's
guestion—who are we pleasing?to be
well chosen.

Bogue concludes by asking: whatis the,
GAA? He answers that there are thousands
of different versions of whatitis perceived
to be. Accepting that there are 2,200 clubs
in Ireland and 400 more in different parts
of the world encompassing religions,
beliefs, prejudices and sexual orientations,
his final question is: How can any one
man speak for all of that?"

Ewan MacKenna approaches the debatdistory are no longer taken seriously in
from an openly partitionist angle and is Irish popular discourse. For over forty
less than sympathetic to the Northernyears clear signals have issued from the
highest level of State indicating that the
nationalist historical narrative needs to be
south of it have a view that it's a place of abandoned. Elaborate alternative narrat-
ives often focussed on social history have

dominating their society, they'd be right." been concocted, historical truth has been

declared to be impossible to establish and

Lest there be any doubt on the role hegg 5 school subject, history has been made
sees Northern GAA members playing he ghtional on the second level curriculum.
While all of this has borne fruit in

"Those in the north must realise there certain quarters of the academic and medi
are large numbers in the Republic thatworlds, a counter movement has also
don'tsee itthe way they do, and therefore 4, heared. In the public mind that alterna-
tive movement has become associate
In subsequent paragraphs acknowledgingwith President Michael D Higgins.

viewpoint. He says:

"Ifthose north of the border think those

illogical hate and fringe lunacy

states:

the tail cannot wag the dog."

that Brexit has revived hopes of a United

Ireland, MacKenna cuts his Northern maincentenary commemorationsin Easter

The issuesraised in this debate are clearly
mportant and weighty, for observers of
the evolving Irish discourse on Brexit as ) )
much as for members of the GAA. | will that neither the American nor French
commenton the issues under two headings.
Changing views of Irish history;
National sentiment and tolerance.

Changing views of Irish history

very few people turned up because of
"To use the past for present means isfears that the event might be seen as an
cheaply opportunistic. It's true that for endorsement of the Republican War. But

major tracts of its existence and growth, e 2016 centenary was different.
the GAA has been quite naked about

being intertwined with Irish nationalism
and that made sense. To everything there
is a season and a time to every purpose,
under heaven. But now it's largely a
sporting business, with proceeds helping
it fund the positives like togetherness and
activity in community life. It now must
stay that way."

"Peace changed all that. To be sure the
government announced rather solemnly
that the centenary of the Rising would be
commemorated rather than celebrated,
but many Irish people decided that they
would go ahead and celebrate it anyway.
Hundreds of thousands of spectators
crowded Dublin city centre to watch the
largest military parade in the country's
history, and many others watched on
TV." (A Short History of Brexjtp. 150)

THE WIDER POLITICAL CONTEXT

O'Rourke concludes by pointing out

revolutions were non-violent and that the
and 1916 Rising was an event that eventually

led to the establishment of an independent

Irish Republic. In other words it is

somethingto be proud of. These points are
It is not surprising that the legacies of _rele_:vant to the GAA debate becal_Jse _they

indicate how even before Brexit Irish

public opinion was starting to swing away
from the anti-nationalistagenda promoted
so assiduously in previous decades.

But Brexit has been a game changer in
terms of the Irish relationship with history.
The anti-nationalist case was often present-
ed as a growing up process in which the
nation was shedding childish notions of
its own ‘exceptionalisirbut in practice it
Was a movementtowards a closer relation-

ship with Britain, towards making Ireland
a region of the UK in all but name. The
Rhinkers leading anti-nationalism were
unashamedly Anglophile to a man and
oman. We were being asked to break the
connection with our actual history in

In a speech given shortly before thefavourofacontrlved British-Irish identity.

As the Brexit negotiations have progres-

antagonists some slack. The experience2016 the President commented on thesed, and previously hidden depths of the

of Northern members, he saysds never

revisionist practice of questioning every- English commitment to its Imperial



tradition have come to the surface, the 11 R T T T T N e
has been pulled from under the Irish Anglq

phile position. In small ways we are being
reminded in the daily unfolding of the
Brexit story why Ireland separated fro
Britain in the first place.

Israel's election and Palestine

Israel has gone to the polls. For millions of Palestinians the election and its o
. . ) ) o mean just one thing. The only certainty is that the illegal occupation of the Wes

Critics of Irish nationalism, inside the 44 East Jerusalem, and the blockade of Gaza, will continue. No party seems {
GAAand elsewhere, argue that the unionisty o gramme for peace and all are committed to maintaining and expanding the occ
viewpoint needs to be accommodated a ‘go, today, millions of Palestinians who live under Israeli occupation and blocka
thatone way of doing thatis to re-discover mere ohservers to an election the result of which will govern their lives for years td
aspects of Irish history where Irish and |5 january this year TDs backed the Control of Economic Activity (Occ
British interests were united: for that pur- Territories) Bill which bans the sale in Ireland of goods produced by Israel
pose John Redmond's mobilisation of Irish o cypied territories. If passed into law it would set an example to the intern
nationalists behind the British war effort ¢ommunity and show that in Ireland at least the rights of the Palestinian people

in 1914 is highlighted. But what effect pe whitewashed from political discourseEamonn Meehan Board MemberSadaka
does such spinning have on unionistihe |reland-Palestine Alliance
opinion? Will it undermine unionist

opposition to a United Ireland? In moder

life a community is what it says itis. The Foundation Of Israel
f

Ister unioni mmuni ri i . . . -
Ulster unionist commu ty desc be.s tse Jackie Goodall, in her defence of Israel’s hosting of the Eurovision Song Q
as having a British culture, and so it does. o .
S (Letters, March 28th), gets at least some of her historical facts wrong. The villag
No amount of clever reconfiguring of the . : X ) : .
. ; . Shaykh Muwannis was not evacuated by its population (resident in Palestine at
facts of history will alter that reality. : ;
: two centuries, as Ms Goodall acknowledges) because of encouragement by its
Another purpose behind the attempted o : . ) :
. o or because "six Arab armies attacked the newly established Jewish state in
revival of Redmondism is to make out that o . . : . )
. destroy it". The villagers fled their homes, as historians as various as Omar
1916 was an aberration and that the . : - .
. . . Benny Morris, and Walid Khalidi have shown, because the village was blocka
underlying wish of the Irish people wastp _.” . . i :
. L i . Zionist forces, cut off from vital supply connections to Jaffa. Village notables sou
remain within the British orbit. The . : ) .
. ; ._| negotiate with the forces around the community, but without success. An app
problem there is that too much distortio . ) .
o . . support to King Abdullah produced only vague promises. The evacuation of the
of the historical record is required. The . . . )
. o : then occurred because a group of village leaders was kidnapped by the right-wing
alternative tactic (still Government policy . A
of downgrading the study of history and Irgun Zvi Leumi militia.
ngrading y y , All of this occurred in March 1948, fully two months before any Arab g
de-politicising the story of the State's - - ) .
. . approached, and at the moment of the decisive Zionist offensive, which produce
foundation creates problemsin other areas, - : . : )
. . . atrocities such as that at Deir Yassin. According to Benny Morris, a report draw!
If history is rendered incoherent ; . . )
: . . . 1 /. June 1948 for the IDF Intelligence Service argued that the operations at Deir Yas
incoherence can infect the national mind . . : " N :
Shaykh Muwannis had had a "special effect" and were an "accelerating fag

?06:!fnczt;gfrl;rtl;;\;enfgfgvagj. ?ﬂgm‘:ﬁ’ prompting Palestinian flight in gener&lonor McCarthy

Irish Times, 11.4.19
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positive references to Redmond's
leadership is akin to celebrating the
Resistance to Nazi rule by lauding Hitler;

it discredits the very idea of belief in a

political cause.

It would be unfortunate if the GAA
were to jettison its historical legacy at
exactly the time when informed opinion
in Ireland is rapidly moving towards a
new appreciation of the importance of
historical continuity and oéthos in the
philosophical sense that Aristotle used the
word—a sense of security, of understand-
ing where we have come from.

and Catholic Emancipation in 1829 regard- effective way possible.
ing the manner by which Catholic bishops

more national orientation. Parliamentary seats in Cork city a
NATIONAL SENTIMENT AND TOLERANCE

A common misconception is that and nationalismwas even more pronounc<hat it opposed a tendency towaf@isth-

prolonged dispute in the years betweenthe main aim was to defend Catholic
the passing of the Act of Union in 1800 interests in the most pragmatic and

should be appointed. On one side were A similar division is to be found in the
liberal Catholics like the Rev Charles electoral conflicts between the supporters
O'Connor and the poet and song writer,of William O'Brien and Redmond's Home
Thomas Moore, and on the other wereRule party in the two General Elections of
polemicists like James Bernard Clinch 1910. In the first instance the O'Brienites
and Dr Dromgoole who wanted the Irish stood as independents and inthe second as
bishops to be appointed directly by Rome.a political party, thall-for-Ireland League
Without siding with either camp it can be (AFIL); in both contests they defeated the
said that the liberals in that instance had &Home Rule Party in eight of the nine

nd

This identification between liberalism county. The AFIL was liberal in the sense

nationalism and tolerance occupy oppositeed in the dispute between Daniel O'Connellolic ascendancin the Home Rule Party
ends of the ideological spectrum. Historic- and the Young Ireland movement in the and advocate@onciliation and Consent
ally that is not true in Ireland. 1840s. For Thomas Davis and Charlesin dealings between nationalists and
Looking at the development of the Gavan Duffy the important principle was diverse Protestant interests (including
national movement in the nineteenth andthat a national movement needed to beNorthern unionists) regarding Land Pur-
early twentieth century it can be seen thatdeveloped having as its overriding charac-chase and various schemes for administra-
it was marked by important divisions at teristic a bridging of the divide between tion devolution. Through its daily news-
different times. One such was a fierce andCatholics and Protestants. For O'Connell To page 33, col.2
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but it established the Norman style of When the High King came with his
government. Norman laws, record keep-army to the wood he realised what he was

Does ing, use of religion to control and suppressfaced with and, instead of fighting, he

|t the people, improvement of roads etc, andnegotiated his way out of it. The High
StaCk regular taxation. King offered enormous bribes to Robert
Fitzstephen to get him to abandon Dermot

Up There was no Norman Invasion of MacMurrough but he would not do so. In
2 Ireland at any time. Nothing happened in Robert's company was a Norman, Harvey

Ireland in any way similar to an invasion. de Montemarisco, who was Strongbow's
uncle, and he was representing Strongbow
What happened in 1169 was that, afteralthougthe had neither arms nor money"
THe NorRMAN INvASION IN 1169 — much persuading by Dermot Mac Strongbow had organised the support for
(Not!) Murrough and his adviser Maurice Regan, Dermot who had in turn promised his
Trinity College, Dublin, has announced two Norman knights, Robert Fitzstephen daughter Aoife in marriage to Strongbow,
an invitation to the 3rd Trinity Mediaeval and Maurice de Prendergast formed aand had promised Strongbow would
Ireland Symposium to take place on 2-4thband of Flemish Archers and 60 Cavalry- succeed him as King of Leinster. All of
May 2019. The title of the Symposium is men and many kinsmen of their own, who which was good reason why Robertwould
'Invasion 1169'and they note that this sailed onthree ships out of Milford Haven not cross Dermot.
"major National Conference marks the in Wales. Dermot directed them to land at
850th Anniversary of the Anglo-Norman Bannow Haven. Dermot's reason for a Next, the High King negotiated with
Invasion of Ireland". Bannow landing was to make the shipsDermot. They agreed terms:

Professor Séan Duffy and Dr. Petersail outwards so as to avoid the Saltee(a) that Dermot would acknowledge Rory

Crooks are the stated organisers. Islands and C_:arnsore Point and then tgrn O'Connor as High King of Ireland
northwards into Bannow Haven. This

Excuse me, Sirs, butas you mustsurely, o it \vas hoped, would avoid recogni- (b) that Dermot MacMurrough be restored

know, when you put propagandistic pre- o, 1y permot's enemies until the party  as King of Leinster
judice aside, there waso invasion of had landed.

Ireland in 1169. Indeed, there was no
Anglo-Norman Invasion of Ireland at any
time if we are to be strictly COrrect, as you 5 with Waterford, Cork and Limerick,
academlcsshcl)uld I;now, being hlstorlanswere Norse towns, not Gaelic towns.

For example, there was a Normang,ermore, the Normans, Fitzstephen

Invasion of Englan_d_ when, on 28th and de Prendergast, were of Norse descent Th b
September 1066; William le Batarde of —being only a few generations removed ere was a secret agreement between

Normandy, latter called William the ¢ e Vikings who under Rollo has set the two Kingsthgt Dermotwould bring no
Conqueror, landed at Pevensey on tthp Normandy in France. So it is very more Normans into Ireland and that those
Engl_|sh south coast. He had sailed thelikely the two Normans had cousins in he had employed would be sent back_ to
previous evening 27th September foM\yeytorg. In any event, the Norse of Wales as soon as Dermothad re-organised
St. VaIery-s_ur-Somme in, it is said, 400 \yeytorg capitulated and gave upthetownhIS klngdqm again. .

sh|p§ carrying, some say, up to 30,_000t0 Dermot and to Robert Fitzstephen. Som.e time later, Dermotyvaspmed by
soldiers but modern estimates put it at two shiploads of mercenaries under the
around 10,000t0 15,000 men and 2,00010 gy Dermot proceeded against Ossory.corm‘n"’mOI .Of Maurice Fitzgerald. There
3,000 horses_ —a Iarg_e army by anyr.o years earlier, Dermot's son Enna, were 10 knights, 30 mounted cavalry and
standards. William led his army as far as, 1, had been held as a hostage by Ossorioo archers. There waslwor_k to be done,
Hastings where the road towards London, 55 yiciously blinded by the latter and his onsolidating Dermot's kingdom of
was blocked by King Harold and his army. jjying and bloody body had been dumped Leinster and fighting off his enemies.

_ at the edge of Dermot's territory. So now

The very fierce and bloody battle of g rmqt 1ok his revenge and Ossory was
Hastings ended with Harold's death anddefeated in a bloody battle. Then, some
William—victorious. Williamwas crown- o< ater. the High King Rory O'Con-

ed King of England on Christmas Day, n, gecided to intervene and he gathere erns by invitation. In 1170 Dermot
1066. The story of the 'Great Battle' is told an army including Tiernan O'Rourke y :

in the Bayeaux Tapestry which Was pemor O'Maoil Seachlainn of Meath, Ge¢ided he had a chance of becoming
embroidered laterin a Winchester nunnery, 4 the Norsemen of Dublin. High King, if he could get rid of Rory
and presented to William and as suchiis, of O'Connor and so Dermot sent a message
course, Norman propaganda. There was Dermot MacMurrough was not attack- to Strongbow asking for more re-
what can properly be called an invasion ating them. He was at home at Ferns. Theyinforcements. And then, meantime,
Pevensey followed by 'The Great Battle proceeded to march and Dermot got toDermot captured Dublin and made the
of Hastings' but it took at least another tenhear of it so he prepared to defend himself.Norse there subject to him once more.
years for what is called 'The Norman The attacking High King's army would
Conquest' to be realised to any substantiahave to pass through awidespread scrubby Strongbow continued recruiting in
extent. wood calledDubhti—Dblack land, due to Wales. He sent Raymond 'Le Gros'
the darkness in the dense wood. And sdritzgerald with 10 knights and 70 archers
The Anglo-Norman rule in England Dermotand Fitzstephen fortified thewood and on 23rd August 1170 Strongbow
was brief—it lasted perhaps 150 years—Dby felling trees and digging trenches. himself arrived at Passage East near

(c) that Dermot would give hostages,

among whomwas his last remaining son
'’ Conor MacMurrough, to whom Rory
O'Connor would give his daughter in
marriage.

Dermot promised Wexford to Fitz-
stephen and so they attacked it. Wexford

And that was it for 1169!

Hardly an invasion. The few Norman
%nights were paid to come and were at



Zero Hours continued

working hours.

Under the Act, employers will nq
longer be able to use these zero-h
contracts except in very limited circunp
stances, such as to provide cover
emergency situations or to cover sho
term absences.

3. Workers are entitled to a minimum
payment if their employer fails to
provide them with work.

Workers have the right to compens
tion from their employer if they turn u
for work but are sent home witho
work.

The minimum paymentthey are entitlgd
to is three hours' pay at the minimu

D
t

wage rate, or three hours at the JILC

(Joint Labour Committee) rate if th

work in a sector where an Employment U N | ons
S

Regulation Order is in force, such
security or contract cleaning.

Michael Stack

continued

Waterford with 200 Norman knights and
1,000 others. Strongbow attacked and tq
Waterford from the Norse. Dermot joine
him there and his daughter Aoife marrig

Strongbow.

d

Henry 11 of England, Duke o
Normandy, was upset by all this toing a
froing. Things were getting out of hand a

himself what the lie of the land was.

pur

in
rt-

a_

4. Workers are entitled to be guaranteed
hours of work that reflect theirnormal
working week.

Under the Act, if a worker habituall
works more hours each week than

right to request to be placed in a band

normal working hours over a 12-mon
period.

Any worker denied their new right
under this legislation, or victimised fg
asking for them, should contact a Tra
Union who will assist them to vindicat
their rights.

(Irish Independent4.3.19)

Union contact detall
can be found on t
Irish Congress of Tra
website

WWW.ICtu.le

provided in their contract, they have th

weekly hours that better reflects thgir

h
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Count John

McCormack,
James Connell,
eAnd "The Red Flag"

of James Connell, writer of the socialij

anthemThe Red Flag'and a number of
political works was born at Killskyre, Co
Meath.

Connell wrote The Red Flag'during
the Dock Strike in 1889. Subsequently
to the old German aifannenbaum’

"In 1924, Labour Prime Minister,
Ramsay MacDonald held a competitid
to find a substitute. However, judgel
John McCormack and Sir Hug
Robertson, declared that none of 3(
entries could match ‘The Red..." (Aide
H. Crealey, An Irish Almanac, Mercie
Press, Cork, 1993)

h
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James Connell died in the same yearpn
the 8th February 1924 and is buried in I§s
place of birth.

GAA Debate

continued
paper, theCork Free Pressit identified

national politics.

bd
A striking difference between the AFIL

Split (Aubane Historical Society, 1997)
andSpotlights on Irish HistorgyAubane
Historical Society, 1997). My thesis is

. _ that in Ireland a tendency to greater
okstrongly with the Thomas Davis strand of tglerance and generosity of spirit goes

hand in hand with a secure sense of national
identity. | am confident that it would
withstand rigorous scholarly assessment.

and its Redmondite opponents was that its

frepresentatives had greater confidence in gt to return to the matter in hand. |
hd the natlona_l cause. Leaders like Redmondy,t find it surprising that the individuals
d and John Dillon vehemently opposed Land
two years later,in 1172, he landed to seelforPurchase and administrative devolution

currently defending the national ethos of
the GAA have both, in different circum-

> O s. He onthe groundsthatachieving suchreformsgianceg risked their reputations in defence
proceeded to Dublin without any signiff- would weaken the demand for national

cant opposition. He handed out chart¢rsindependence. But the AFIL contended

of social tolerance. Despite the confusion
of recent decades when everything tradi-

and lands right and left without any regayd that allowing the tenants to become land ;ional has been subjected to relentless

for who owned them or who occupied the

Experts have calculated that at no tir
were there more than 200 Normans
Ireland. Henry Il and his successo
described themselves'aerds of Ireland’

butin fact they never held much of Ireland counties where the AFIL had influence—
» Cork, Kerry, Tipperary, Limerick and
£ Waterford—were all areas where the ethps
I'eof Irish nationality has deep roots, are

which are to this day strongholds of th

except Dublin, Wexford, Waterford
Limerick and Galway—which were Nors|
cities and many of whose inhabitants we
related to Normans.

The Normans integrated with the Gae

. owning farmers, and co-operating succe

fully in a conciliatory manner with the

N€diverse elements of all-Ireland society \yhat is at issue in the debate started by

Nwould build confidence in the national g ns and Brolly is whether the GAA
IS ideal. Subsequent history showed this to ., o\wsitself well enough to remain part of

have been a correct judgement. T

GAA.

C

SS-questioning and criticism, | believe that

Irish society continues to have a core.

he that core.
Dave Alvey

SThe ‘Cork Free Press’ In The Contex

Of The Parnell Split, The Restructurin

Of Ireland, 1890-1910
Brendan Clifford.

Irish and after 150 years or so they we
fully into the Gaelic way of life.

It was not an invasion and certainly,
Ireland, not a conquest!

e Theopinionexpressed hereis biasedlin Radmondism: Fenians: Clericalisn
the sense that itis based on the writings(ofe | and War:  Russellites:  Land

Brendan Clifford (of whom | am a long | ahoyr League; All-For-Ireland Leagy
n term associate) in books likehe Veto 168pp. Index. @15, £12 postfree

r

-

D x°

Michael Stack ©

ControversyAthol Books 1985), th€ork
Free Press in the Context of the Parngll_Nttps:/www.atholbooks-sales.org
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New legislation Tackles Scourge Of
Zero-Hour Contracts

Patricia King

General Secretary of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions.

The regulation of working hours is onge ZEro-HOUR AND Uncertainty in working hours createg
of the Trade Union movement's earliest L ow-HOUR CONTRACTS stress and insecurity in the family life g
and most far-reaching achievements. Another phenomenon chipping awgy workers and has no place in a modep,

at the working day is the creeping wealthy economy.
precariousness of work. Zero-Hour and
LowHour contracts give employers con NEw LEGISLATION
struggle from Robert Owen's 1817 shoft- plete discretion over working hours. L(_ag|§lat|on S|gnt_'-3d by Pre5|dentM|c_ha I
. Workers must make themselvegs D Higgins on Christmas Day 2018 is 4
time movement slowly becamethe accept-_ . ) , " .
available for work at their boss's requesgt.important milestone on the road to addrds-
ed norm and then the law from 1997, to the . . : .
benefit of generations of working peopls They are effectively on call constantly. sing this power-imbalance.
" Unscrupulous employers use the threatjof From 5th March 2019, this new la
reduced hours to keep their staff servilebans Zero-Hour contracts in almost I
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