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Crusading The Irish Times

. . Its Lies And
Against Evil EVasions

The war against evil in Iraq last year was a war against what the British The carefully constructed lies and evasions of
Foreign Secretary now calls thieascist police state”of Saddam Hussein. The Irish Timesare a house of cards with no
Ireland was a party to that war by facilitating the transport of US militarfoundation. The formeDaily Mirror editor Roy
personnel and armaments to the battlefield. This year the evil that is befAgeenslade’s allegation of@ver-up” can now be
made war upon in Iraq consists of the elements which were liberated by thedicated even if it is conceivable that The Irish
destruction of th&ascist police state”.The liberation became an occupation Times did not see the ‘white nigger’ letter before
when the invading liberators hung about, installed a Government which thégnuary, 2003.
haq brought Withlthem in their paggagg train, and set gboqt making Iaws forthe(I:Or an account of the background to the saga,
selling off of Iraqi property to rich forggners at bargam prices. The Ilberate;%e-rhe ‘White Nigger' Story on page 10.)
people of Iraq are now called by various names: insurgents, rebels, fanatics,

murderers. Brapy WRIGGLES

i , , , , On 29th April 2004The Irish Times published a
The United Nations refused to authorise the invasion before the event, R!{{er from Conor Brady, the Editor @he Irish

it subsequently authorised the Occupation, and UN personnel were activ@|\esfrom 1986 to 2002. In this letter he denied
attempting to normalise the US puppet Government as the legitimate Stat@QfThe Irish Timeseporter, Rachel Donnelly, saw
Irag when the lIraqi resistance/rebellion/insurgency etc. demolished UNe infamous ‘White Nigger' letter ofh20ctober
headquarters and drove the organisation out of the country. The first puppggg when reporting on releases from the Public
Government headed by Chalabi (who had Eoghan Harris as an adviser) aS 4 Offices at Kew. He went on to claim that:
then discredited, and was replaced by a second puppet Government with which “She identified one letter. written on December
the US nvasion force had prudently @igped itself. Allawi has no more  5g¢y 1969 byhe head of the Irish section at the
credibility than Chalabi had, but it seems that the US will see things through Foreign Office, Mr Kelvin White, to the British

to the bitter end with him. It commands overwhelming emjipower, and will Ambassador in Dublin, Sir Andrew Gilchrist”.
[ continued on page |2 [continued on page[3

Lest we forget. . .

“There is nothing whatever improper in propaganda and the sooner it is realised|that
we are indulging in propaganda, the sooner it will be recognised that it will be betterfor
thatpropaganda to be good rather than bad.” Henry Strauss, House of Commons,|12th
Octdober 1939.

“I hope the literary record will convince people once and for all that the Second Wdrld
Warwas a very great evil for everybody concerned, and however many individual stqries
of courage and endurance there were, should never agamédbe subject of
nostalgia, glorification and fond reflectionlmagination At WarBritish Fiction And
Poetry 1939-1945 Adam Piette. Papermac. London. 1995.

It was interestig to see the contrast with the way thetllNovember was
commemorated in Ifendand in the UK. It seems that ‘Poppy Dasts practically the
month now in the UKagan inarguably, in one of its periodic miliiatic phases. Prime
Minister Blair has aleas five wars under his belt and how Newhour glories in the

With Faluja flat tened, elections may
safely be held . . (FT 10.11.04) | continued on page|6
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use that power to whatever degree is

defeat is simply not a possibility.

those who moralise against it? A famous
and influential English political
philosopher held that a strong State was
the indispensable condition of civilised
living, and that, without such a state, life
was “nasty, brutish and short” And
Hobbes, during his eventful lifetime,
supported whoever at any moment offered
the prospect of a strong state: Charles I,
Cromwell, and finally Charles II.

The heirs of Thomas Hobbes took an
active part in destroying a Western-
oriented regime in Iraq, and preventing its
replacement by an Islamic regime—and
Ireland did what was required of it. And
Margaret Hassan disappeared inthe chaos.
Shortly before that Ken Bigley was exec-
uted. On the same day that Bigley was
killed, an Iragi wedding party was wiped
out by an American bomb—an event that
barely registered in the news.

Ken Bigley worked on an American
military project, but the case of Margaret
Hassan excited more disgust: was she not
dedicated to the welfare of the Iragi people?

Brute forceis Certain]y one ofthe great But the matter was more Complicated than
necessary—necessary to avoid loss offacelznora| influences in hiStOfy. Sometimes it appeared' Margaret Hassan had worked

not to prevent defeat. American military brings about total compliance in the long for theBritish Councilin Iraq before the
run, but sometimes its effect is only short 1991 war, and subsequently she became

term—but, as Lord Keynes said as theDirector of Care in Iraq. TheBritish

The old regime of the Republican Party British Empire was nearing its end and Councilis a propaganda organisation of
could 0n|y proceed from hand to mouth: the British State committed to fUrtherlng

inthe |Ong run we are all dead. The moral its interests world-wide Careis a“non

was not supportive of last year’s invasion.

They knew tht Saddam @as no threat to
neighbouringstates, aththat the stability
of Iraq under the Bdh party was not
something to be dismissed lightly. And
James Baker (Sestary of State under
Bush Snr.) remineld people of how he
warned Saddam e the 191 war that,
if he engaged in hbut resistance, using
all his weaponry|rag wauld simply be
obliterated by theuperior USweaponry,
including w.m.d. inecesary. The threat
was credible because theSH, as top
democracy in the world, ks no restraint
in these things. It is the hnstate which
has used nuclear weaponsdid not use
them to ward off defdabut to accelerate
a vidory which was akady certain. And
it used them exclusi\g against civilian
populations. So ththreat was credible.
And Saddam respaled rationally to it—
and was therefor@ot the incalculable
madman of last y@’s war propaganda.

The US willuseits overwhelming
military power inwhateverway seems
useful to it, and iexpectshat the moral
influence of brute force dhe populace of
Iraq will elicit a suffcient degyree of passive
compliancy to enale its puppets to pass
muster as represetives.
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effect of the systerof teror established
in Ireland by the Wiamite conquest of
the 1690dasted for a centy and a half.
But, since it failed in theend, there is
obviously anotkr sourceof moral

influence in tle world.

The conditionsof civilised living in
Iraq were systemiaglly destroyed by the
invading forces Ist year. The purpose
can only have bedo redue the society to
chaos with the obft of reeonstructing it
as a compliant deoeracy,subservient to
the Anglo-Amerian worll. The recon-
struction is provig moredifficult than
anticipated. Theslemens of Iraqi life
which had resistethe libeal secularism
of the Baath regime becanactive when
the gate wasdestroyed aiagle an obstacle
to democratic/inividualist atomisation
and regimentationThe Ocapation forces
are finding it diffcult to do what they
want, and they are deteimed that the
elements whichthey liberated from
Baathist liberal sedgarismshall not have
their way. So thehacs continues.

And what moal gandards apply in
chaos—a chaosetiberately induced by

Governmental Orgnisation”engaged in
charitable worksBut, during the 1990s,
itcame to rely verlgeavily on Government
funding. The chiefontributor of its multi-
million budget is the United States
Government, withtte British Government
running a closeexond. Contributions
from charitably-ilined members of the
public now accourfor only a fraction of
its huge budget. Is now a state-funded
body, and it is tarefore natural that it
should render serees to the States which
fundit. And thoseervices arerenderedin
areas where thstates themselves are
regarded with hotity.

A few years ag Care was found to
have engaged inspionage activities on
behalf of the Uniéd States in Kossovo.
Despite that, andespite the refusal of
Careas an orgasation to condemn the
presentinvasion ¢faq, Margaret Hassan
continued in actie membership. She
condemned the invasion, but that was
only a personal gagre. The organisation
whose activities itraq she directed tacitly
supported the invam, engaged in normal-
ising activities undr the Occupation, and
refused to vwthdraw when the Iraqi



resistance indicated that all such activity genocide? Oristhata question that shoulchuclear matters is now holding Iran to the
would be treated as hostile. not be asked? deal made with the dictatorship, and trying
to keep it defenceless for Washington.
One might express moral outrage that It is largely because of the consequen-
Ameranglia uses charitable organisationsces of the conquest of the Garden of Eden Itis obvious that there can be no return
for espionage or propaganda purposespy Britain that the world now lives in a to anything like stability in world affairs
but that would be hypocritical. Bush and moral morass. And even if, against all untilawide range of states become capable
Blair see themselves as engaged in a warealistic expectations, a rudimentary andof defending themselves.
to rid the world of evil, and as between subordinate Palestinian state is now
good and evil there is no legitimate established by Washington, that will not
neutrality, and no entitlement to do good erase the history of the last 87 years.
works which succour the forces of evil. were condemned for doing so, and had
They pay the piper, and they insistthathe A possible beneficial effect of the sanctionsapplied againstthem. But, when
must play a virtuous tune. On their own irrational American preoccupation with the time came for them to have their next
terms what they are doing is beyond Iraq is that Iran might be equipped with war, they didn’t have it. They were
criticism. the mean of defending itself when Amer- deterred by the probable scale of the

Both India and Pakistan developed
nuclear weapons a few years ago, and

is this notion of evil which inspires the means of defence today. Andthe only real
activities of the Anglo-American combin-

ation and carries their activities beyon

the sphere of rational calculation. What
we see today is not mere power-politics inthrew a democratic regime in Iran and unprecedented equalising power.
It is what installed a puppet dictatorship. The are the facts of life brought about by the

pursuit of definite interests.

anglia gets around to dealing withit. Only consequences.
The most evil thing in the world today weapons of mass destruction are adequate

w.m.d.s are nuclear weapons.
d

There can be no semblance of equality
in international affairs while the great
majority of states lack the means of self-

Half-a-century ago Ameranglia over- defence. And nuclear weapons have an

Such

Bush named it before his advisers got atdictatorship signed the non-proliferation exercise of British and American power

him—a Crusade: the final fling of Christi- treaty. The United Nations agency for during the last century.

a¥

anity to establish total dominance in th
world. Hobbes described the Cathol
Church as the ghost of the Roman Emp

presiding over its grave—or words to that

effect. The present situation might H
described in similar terms with relation t
Protestantism, whose cultural residue
rampant in the world a century after th
rise of Darwinism in England gave it th
coup de gracas a systm of actual belief.
Its posthumous revivanay be dated to
1917, when Britain umalanced its mind
by gaining posseson of the Garden of
Eden and associatéeritories, and issued
the Balfour Declat@donawarding Palestie

tothe Jews in prefence to its inhabitants

A few years laterit persuaded the)
‘world’, in the form of the League of

Nations, to confirm that award. Aftef

1945 the Socialisbovernrment in Britain

tried to call off tle project, which was
certain to lead to ayhem in the Middle
East, but the UnitedNations General
Assembly, controid byPresident Truman
and Stalin, insistkit must go ahead. Thq
‘world’, in the era of gneral democracyj
and national riglst, desided to oust one
people from a tertory they had inhabited
for overathousangbars and insert anothe
people in their place. Of course evasi

language was used, but everybody invl-

ved knew what wabeing decided.

Did League b Nations and United
Nations resolutins impose a moral
obligation on the Pa#tinia ns to acce
ethnic cleansing ea@fully and wth a
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Brady goes on toay that:

“Over recehdays | have confirmed
with the Lonen Edita of The Irish
Times, Mr Fank Millar, that Ms
Donnelly’s exanination yielded only
this one letter. Sheidinot come across

from the ambasador to Mr White”.

Brady goes to some & to make it
clear that Ms Donnelly fand only one
letter mncerning Myjor McDowell. But
Ms Donnelly’s exanination did notreveal
just one letter. Hereport ¢ January 3rd,
2000 shows that slkiéscoveed two letters.
One of the lettersas indeedated Decem-
ber 29th, 1969, Ut therewas another
letter which she ferred to, although she
was rather coy alub the éite. She refers
to this letter as begwritten in “November
1969” by W.K.K White to Andrew
o
eGllchnst.

“November 1969fetter? The contents of

to have looked for the ‘White Nigger’

good heart, and toffer no resistance ta

another letter, dated October 2nd 1969

The Irish Times
y Its Lies And Evasions
continued

letter becase paragraph 3 refers back to
Gilchrist’s letter of 2nd October—the
famous ‘White Ngger’ letter that Brady
claims The Irish Times knew nothing
about.

If paragraph tree did not pique the
interest, even the most passiveliagh
Timegeporters would have to be intrigued
by paragraph fivefthe*November 1969”
letter which starts:

“McDowell did not seek ammunition
for use againstit Editor, but he did, as
you forecast, mntion rather apologeti-
cally that Edito’'s excessive zeal.”

Needless tosay, this damaging
statement is not mentioned in Rachel
Donnelly’s report of January 3rd 2000.
But she does quothe part which shows
the British encowaging McDowell“to
forward the mderates’ cause in the
paper”. That quotation is interesting in
itself. Butitbecomes even more interesting

Why suppress knowledge of the jn the context of a conversation in which

the then Edor of The Irish Time®ouglas

the letter, which we publish on page X, Gagdy was considered to be an extremist

make the question superfluous. If the by his Co||eague, Major McDowell.
ht “November 1969” letter is known about,

it would almost require an act of will not

The nteresting question also arises of
what ammunition Whitehall could have

3



provided to McDowell if he had asked for April 2004 couldn’tresistcommentingon The ‘white nigger’ letter had become
it on this occasion. a letter from Niall Meehan, the respected public knowledge, so telling readers that
lecturer on Media Studies. The Editor, the British wanted McDowell tdorward
Geraldine Kennedy, made the following the moderates’ cause in the papeduld
extraordinary statement on the ‘white not be published again in the report of27
nigger’ letter: January 2003 (for that would only serve to

It is of only minor interest to the Irish
Political Reviewwhether Donnelly and
Millar misled Brady or whether Brady’s

factual error had another cause. The point
is that The Irish Timdsrazenly published

a letter about its own handling of a story
which it knew, or ought to have known,
was untrue.

However, Brady's position in this

“The contents of the letter in question confirm the accuracy of Ambassador
were published in The Irish Times on Gilchrist's report, that is, the ‘White
January 27th, 2003, as soon as itsNigger letter). However, the report did
existence was drawn to my attention.” |et slip that McDowell “asked No. 10
(The Irish Times, 23.4.04.) Downing Street ifThe Irish Times Ltd

) ) . could contribute towards a peaceful and
We willleaveitto our readersto decide satisfactory outcome”. So McDowell was

matter is disingenuous. The former Editor NOW many factual inaccuracies are con-pot acting as an individual but was
of The Irish Timebas taken akeeninterest {@ined inthe above sentence. The contentgepresenting the company which controls
in this story. Before he wrote his letter he Of the ‘white nigger letter were published the newspaper.

took the trouble to contact Jack Lane to Py TheIrish Times the sense that almost

verify some facts on the matter. At one @ll the words and all the paragraphs were  The only quotation th&the Irish Times

stage he was threatening to sueSbieday ~ eproduced. However, the report washas from the letter ofivNovember is to
Independeraver something ithad written Preceded by a denial of its accuracy fromthe effect that McDowell offered to act as
on the story, but then thought better of it. Major McDowell. The paragraphs of the a “link” becausethe present situation
It is almost inconceivable that he did not letter were not published in the same orderwas so serious and so different”.

read again the article written by Rachel S the original and they were interspersed

Donnelly before he wrote his letter. with rebuttals from McDowell.

Readers are invited to count the number
of words and sentences between the word

Of course, Brady was not content

Also, the first paragraph of the ‘white “link” and“the present situation was so

merely to deny a cover-up in his letter of Nigger” letter was not published at all serious and so differenth the letter of
2Gn April 2004. Readers of therish  This paragraph indicated that the letter 7th November, 1969.

Political Review can now savour the Wasaresponse toaletter_ofSeptemberthe Of course, the Irish Timaeport is a
pomposity of the following extracts from 24th and No. 10 Downing Street. AS ;o0 oresentation of the letter of 7
his letter: readers of thigish Political Revievknow, November. 1969. W.K.K. White could
“To allege a cover-up is gravely the meeting between Ambassa_dornot“seeaéo-between role for him"So
defamatory of me inmy role as editor, as Glichrist and Major McDowell was in y, oujjner aspect of McDowell’s services

well as of the other journalists involved. "€SPonse to a reques;[dfroml the Brri]tishwas not important to the British.
I do not know why or how the letter of Prime Minister Harold Wilson who

October 2nd, 1969 did not come to the thought McDowell wished to supply The letter of 7th November, 1969 does

attention of our reporter. The fact is that intelligence services (sdesh Political
it did not.” Review August 2004).

But what are we to malof Kennedy’s
assertion that theootents 6 the letter
were publishedas soonas its eistence
was drawn to my attentiof? JackLane
sent a letter tdhe IrishTimesindicating
that he haaotified it of the ‘white igger’
letter on 1@ January2003 ad that
Kennedyherself had acknowleghd the
letter on 1 January 2003. Neless to
. X . say, Lane’s letter was notlglishedin The
uproar—most especially iriThe Irish Irish Times The truth is that fe Irish

B e e o yeTimeslypulshed s f s e
vaues hat imbue the journalism ofith higger letter on the day after tiainday

newspape. Independendid so on 26 Januay 2003.

Even better, Brady continues on the
subject of he ‘white nigger’ letter:
“DoesMr Greenslade or anyone else
seriously believe, if such a letter had
been uncovered by Irish journalists at
this time and “covered up” by saone
else, that this would not have become
ingtantly known througbut the various
newsroans? There would have b&e

McDoweLL IN A HoLE
We will now examine théncredible

KENNEDY SLIDES
So much for former Editor Brady! But

what are“the values that imbue the de”i?"s of The Iri_sh T_ime, WhiCh.it
journalismof this newspaper"#Vhat ae published along with deita of the ‘white

the \alues hatimbue the current Editor of Mgger’ letter on 2 January 2003in that
» article, The Irish Timegjuoted fom the

The Irish Times, Gealdine Kennedy? o ;
More to the point, what are the values of |€tter of 7th Noember 1969 as ‘egence
to support McDowell's deals. Yes! It

the oath-bound directory of The Irish
Ti Limit th tity that trols th
imesLimited, the entity that controls the the letter thatish Timegournalig Rachd

newspaper? Finally, what are the values )
of the oathbound directory of The Irish Donnellyreferred to on 3rdaduay 2000;
the same one th&onor Bradyhad no

Times TrustLimited whichcontrols the o .
oath-bound directory which controls the Memory of in his letter of@ April 2004
and that we now pulish on page.

newspapéet

But this timethe newspaper kdao be
even less informative than Diodly was.

The nevspaper which failed to crect
its “Editor Emeritus” Conor Brady on 29
4

not contradict in any way the “white
nigger” letter of 2nd October, 1969. On
the contrary it cofirms its substance. The
meetingbetween White and McDowell
was about Iris matters andthe news-
paper world specially”. While Mc
Dowell offered himself as‘éink” , White
says“this does not exclude the point of
guidance you reorded in your letter of 2
October, but it ges further”.There is the
referene to the possibility of McDowell,
anewspapernmaforming‘an honourable
alliance with the official world"and the
British Forégn Office official is“grate-
ful” for McDowell's offer of services.

Although thee is no more racist abuse
of Gageby, White says to Gilchrist that
McDowell“did, as you forecast, mention
rather apologéically that Editor’s
excessive zeal”.

A TATTY PAPER!

Noneof this is reported ihe Irish
Timesreport of January 27th, 2003. Its
arrogance andontempt for its readers is

had the brazen effrontery to quote from breathtaking. Can anyone take its preten-

sions as a newspaper of record seriously
anymore?The reputation of The Irish
Times is nw in tatters.

John Martin

Next Month: We Publish
Another Document that The
Irish Times Did Not See!
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'| T 7 Hevember, 1969.

I ewWe you a letter recerding my meeting with McDewell
on 30 Octebers I am serry for the brief delay, but I have
been away from the Department for mest of this week,

2, McDowell 'phoned just after I had returned from
Belfast, He had only a few hours to spare, but had I
think arrenged those few hours in the hope that he could
meat Bomeone from the Office. The short time available
meant that I could not arrange for others to join us, but
this was perhaps nc bed thing et a first meeting.

S« We had a lengthy talk over lunch, ranging over many
Irish metters, and the newspaper wnrla esspeclially, but if

I had to Bum up very briefly what McDowell really had to

sey I think i1t would be that he wants to help and ie willing
to be used ac & 1link, (This does not exclude the point of
guidence you recorded in your letter of 2 October, but it
doee go rather further). I do not think he has anything
specific, or dramstie, in mind; the offer is rather the
result of those feelinge of duty and anxiety that many who
are emotienally both British and Irish must now be experienc-
ing, (I suppoee Constmntine Fitzgibbon 1= another eurrent
example,) McDowell himself said he had hitherto, for
obvious newspaper reasons, tried to keep free of those
constrainte that fellow if a newspaperman forme an honour-
able alliance with the official world, but the present
Bituation wase 8o serious and so different he thought he
ought to offer his servicea. His gualifications are his
contacts in both capitals, and his acceptability in White-

hall terms through his service in the Judge Advocate
General's department.

L. I said we were grateful for this offer, and we would
céertainly bear it in mind. However, there was no sttempt
in Dublin to oBtracise you or dramatise s canflict by
cutting the obvious diplomatic links. But after years of
relative guiet we were faced with a new situstion, and in
deciding how best to handle it obviously we ware glad to
learn of possible new resocurces, I promised to return his
hospitality on his next visit, and he seemed content.

His Excellsncy
Sir Andrew ﬂilﬂhl'llt, E.C.M.G,
Eritish Embassy,
Dublin,
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Lest we forget. . .

remnants of impéalism. Zoe Williams,
writing in the Guardian Weekend, 13th
November noté that he wearing of the
poppy has beconia process magnified
on telly, where th stuggle to get their
poppy going firsis so canpetitive that
I’'m amazed somear@nences grises don't
wear six or seven’l was slightly amused
to see the oh so ipalLondon Review of
Books peddling what they obviously
believe will be a Chatmas best seller.
Nelson: Britanm's God of Warby
Andrew Lambert. Sirring title that—
how the chatteng dasses, political/
academic/journalistidove to stir up
patriotic jingoism as logpas someone else
pays the price. Anddw bathetic that,
somehow,it is always the poor and
uneducated whonel Yp doing just that.

A report in thelndependent11th
November 2004-ronically enough—
pointed out that; Unfit soldiers with a

manpower”. Therepat for the Ministry
of Defence by Bgadier Mungo Melvin
admitted that “Seenty per cent of the
2003 intake athte Army’s Catterick
training camp had aeading age of
11...There were ab poblems with heavy
drinking among @me recruits”. As the
Brigadier pointedut: “Instructors were
under heavy prasire topass as many
candidates as posde” and “quality was
often sacrificed tquantity”. And if the
UK itself can't spply war fodder, well
there is a neuttacountry which has
systematically beemade to feel bad about
its past, but undené gudance of the Irish
Timeset al can surelybe persuadedo
step up to the plaiene moe time—yes?

Indeed on 15tiNovember 2004, the
Irish Timeshad along article titledwWar
dead Are Remdmerad At Ecumenical
Service In DublinThere was also a rather

reading age of 11 are being used as90rgeous photo foour President Mary
McAleese, dressed in black, and bothsermon was given by the Very Rev.

frontline troops beause da shortage of
6

continued

hands entwined wh an elderly frail man
who was, we wermld, a Maj-Gen David
O’Morochoe, OHE, President of the
British Legion. e poor gent had so
many medals festming his chest, with a
glittery gong ribbaing his neck, that one
feared for his balare. The Irish Govern-
mentwas represerd by Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Conor Lenihan.
Brig-Gen Gerry MNamara represented
the Defence Forced here was a flurry of
wreath laying byhe diplomatic corps of
19 countries, the minute silence was
observed, the Lagtost was sounded and
was followed by aeading of th&Kohima
Epitaphand tle Reeille.

The Dean of & Patrick’s, the Very
Rev. Robert McQghy, took the service.
(Thelrish Timeswhich does not normally
capitalise such pper nouns, did so for
the Very Rev.) T US ambassador, Mr.
John Kenny reade first lesson and the



R.S.J.H. McKelvey, the Dean of St. Anne’s held about which there are several differentcould be persuaded to read Peter Barham’s
Cathedral, Belfast. Dr. McKelvey gave a reports. Even Lord Grey’s differed from new book, Forgotten Lunatics Of The
Churchillian speech, highly politicised and that of his Secretary, Spenser. TheGreatWar(Yale University Press, 2004),
propagandistic. He thanked God for the Commander of the Fort and his officers and be appraised of the horrors that get
“realists” who truly recognised what was were told by Lord Grey on the morning of airbrushed out by colourful poppies, gaudy
atstakein 1939, warning tifatthe event ~ 11th November to bring out their colours gongs and grandiose titles.
of England being invaded, the Naziswouldand their weapons and armour and lay
not have stopped at Fishguard, Holyhead, them down on the ground outside the Fort.
Liverpool or Stranraer”. He went on: This was done as ordered by the trusting
“The price of freedom is eternal syrrendering officers. Lord Grey
vigilance, persistence and, reluctantly, thereupon ordered them back into t
war when all else fails... murder must ¢yt now unarmed—and according t
be faced down.... that could only be. his own report“Then put | in certain
done by armed might and at great costin . . I f :
bands who straight fell to execution. Thefe superior number, of one community over the

human life... if the UN is to do so, it . . . ! h .
must be willing to be more than a talking were six hundred slain.Captain Walter | other. This year the period surrounding
Raleigh was one of those put in to do theRemembrance Sunday has been even

shop if it is to retain the confidence not ; e -
onl)f) of the free world. but of the slaughtering. (A pertinentwarning again problematical because of the British Legior|'s

oppressed people wherever they mayPremature decommissioning.)

be. Otherwise the fate of the UN will be . A S
similar to that of the League of Cyril Falls inElizabeth’s Irish Wars

Nations...” (London, 1950) wrot€'the cold horror

These Bush-like sentiments have been©f this has continued to leave its mark gn
met with a studied silence everywhere— the pages of history over three centurigs

not a whiff of liberal dissent, not even a @nd a half".
protesting letter. Thougthe Irish Times The natural resources which Englar

said the Service was ecumenical, it didn tsought in Ireland were food and people. complicated. There has been, at the very lepst,
bother recording the attendance of thetnq people were required to man tHethe fear that coercion or the threat of coercion
other churches, Catholic, Jewish or ; : . will be involved in observing these tribal pietiefs.
Muslim English army and navy in pursuit of “As one weary nationalist living in We
' Belfast said to me: “There’s hardly a family in
this area which hasn’t lost somebody fightifg
in the British army during one of the worl
wars. The only Northern Ireland VC in the |

Could an annual commemortion at
Smerwickbe made an antidote to Poppy
Day?
e

h PopPPY SymBoLISM :
“In Northern Ireland it is too often worn t
demonstrate the superiority, or at least the

Michael Stack.

U.
—

by a war weary British public in the 1920s,
observing two minutes silence at 11 a.m.

harmless exercise in communal nostalgia.
in Northern Ireland, where official agencigs
have worked long and hard to persu
employers to eliminate divisive symbolism
dthe workplace, the situation has been more

imperial expansion. And if living
. conditions in Ireland were intentionally

But Ireland has its own reason 10 reqyced to a starving minimum, as they
remember 11th November. Itwas on that.ngistently were by the English, the res Itwar was a Catholic from the Falls Road.

date, in 1580, that English soldiers undery;»5 5 steady stream of young men ahdhe hard political reality is that the poppy [s
Lord Grey de Wilton murdered six hundred omen having to leave Ireland and talfe seen asaloyalistsymbol. As for Remembraice
men, women and childreninwhat is known up work in slave-labour conditions i Sunday, it's getting like the Orange marchi

i s . Lt f ks.”
as the Smerwick Bssacre. Arthur, Lord - gyitain and throughout her colonies. SEgEON. 1 goes on o7 WEESKS

=

Grey de Wilton haglistbeen appointed as “We had been talking about the case
her Lord Deputy ofreland by the English
Queen Elizabethwho wanted him to put
down the Desmond Reliion in Munster.

The Desmondserebeing—how shall
we say—awkward-they just didn’t like
to be exploited by # English. Lord
Grey’s Secretary tnom he had brought
with him to Irela was mne other than
“that gentle mur@érous poet” Edmond
Spenser—as Séan dyllan famously
named him. Speer was present at the
massacre as wasahersoon to be famous
man, Walter Raleighhen a 28-year-old
captain. Lord Grewas the man for the
appointed task aritie acification ofthe
region was acauoplished with great
cruelty. A favourite sategy was to burn
the crops, and stéthe cattle so as to
reduce the Irish gaulation to starvation
and famine withoutoo much effort.

Lord Grey laicsiegeto Dun an Oir fort
near Smerwick othe Dingle peninsula,
while by sea theEndish Admiral Sir
William Winter had heayguns with which
he bombarded tHert. After a few days,

Apart from its emotive propagandisti

significance, the other purpose of Poppywoman with an exceptionally sympathet

Day is its fund-raisin@spect. Itis avery|
nice earner for thRoyal British Legion.

And, in case its ataicion might wane in

the fading mists ofime since the Great
War, the Poppy hamwbeen successfully
‘attached’ mt just to he Second World
War, but to all Bitish military ergage-

ments since the @at War including the

Black and Tan Wa up to and including
the illegal Iragi ocupation. Not a real
Poppy, mind yos-that would be too
expensive—but anmitation poppy as
befits a piece of ppaganda.

As the Irish Preident sat listening in
St. Patrick’s Cathedl, it would be nice to
think that she trulyeflected on Ireland’s
sacrifices and whdemanded them and
who caused themWho is again perhaps
demanding them-eettainly not from her
son, but from otér nother’'s sons and
daughters whose jpoverishmentinsures
their ensnaremenih war work? Should
the Irish people Idoforward to seeing the|
President attending @mmemoration of

those in the fort surrendered. Talks werethe victims at Smerwick Perhaps she

~
L

Donna Traynor. M Traynor is a newsreade
with BBC Northern Ireland, an able youn

0Q =0

screen presence.

“Last year she 1d her employers that sh
did not want to weaa poppy when reading th
news. She explainegtat she would refuse t¢
wear a sprig of shamck, if she were asked, op
St Patrick’s Day bemuse in Northern Irelang
all symbols of this kid are seen as divisive bl
one side or the other.

“Inevitably, Ms Traynor's appearance,
minus poppy, wasioticed and there werg
reports that the corpation’s switchboard wag
“lammed” with complaints about he
undecorous appearee. This year, BBC]
Northern Ireland @ down a line that all
presenters who appea on screen reading thie
news during the @ days leading up tg
November 11th wdd wear a poppy.

“It seemed as ithe whole of Northern
Ireland was waitingo see what Ms Trayno
would do. When quéisned, the BBC Northern
Ireland press officeotd me: “Donna is on thq
roster to read the newif she does so, she will
be wearing a poppy”

“And so she didHer appearance was dul
noted by both sides\ationalists saw it as thg
BBC telling one 6 its employees, who
happened to be a Catlt to wear a poppy—o
else. Unionists didot have to comment. Ms
Traynor's photograp, showing the poppy
was featured promémtly in both the News
Letter and the Belfast Telegraph”

(Mary Holland, tish Times 14.11.1996).

o
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An Cor Cuacail

In praise of Beann Eadair

Mola® Binne h€ovaim

Aoibimn Bed 1 mDinn Sanaim,
pirimnm bed 45 & ban-rmum

cnoc Lanmar, Longmar, Lonmar

Pleasant to be in Beann Eadair

truly pleasant to overlook its foaming seas
a plentiful, ship-filled, busy hill
a peak abounding in wine, fruitfulness and valour.

beann plonmar, ponnmar, ASMaR,

Deann a mbiod Donn 15 Cannea,
beanm & MBoD COIRN 15 ClaCAs
beann DA rug ua Owbne viana,
LA, SRAMNE D8 DROIM RUATA,

Deann 15 comzlas gac culad

15 Bal mullac, cothslas, CORRAC;

beann hileac, ongac, beannac,
CTHOC CREATAC, CNODAC, CRANNAL,

beann 15 ambne o'im Emeann
slébeann 65 pamrge raoileann;
A CREITEAT 15 CEHM CRUA Liom
beann Alann Eanar acibinn.

A peak frequented by Fionn and the Fianna
a peak where there were drinking-horns and goblets;
a peak where bold O Duibhne seized,

once, Grainne for elopement.

A peak where every hillock is covered in green shrubbery
as is every equally green, marshy crest

a forested, verdant, (deer-)antlered peak,

a hill abounding in herbs, nuts and trees.

The most pleasant peak in the land of Ireland,
crystal clear over the gull-abiding ocean;

a hard step for me to leave it -

the pleasant, beautiful peak of Eadar.

Beann Eadair, the Peak or Hill of Eadar, is modern-day Howth Hill. Toraiocht Diarmada agus Grainne
(Pursuit of Diarmuid and Grainne) is the story of the elopement of Diarmuid O Duibhne of the Fianna
with Grainne, daughter of King Cormac Mac Art, who was betrothed to Fionn Mac Cumhaill himself. In
this story Fionn is a jealous curmudgeon, and Grainne is a spoiled, selfish strap who puts a spell on
Diarmuid to overcome his loyalty to Fionn.

Kilmichael:
Bedaing The Retreat

Books Ireland’for November carried
a rare review of MdaRyan’s new book
on Tom Barry byRay Brennan. Rare
because this muse one of the most
ignored books eveublished. However,
its influence is verpewasive because itis
a polemic that amtes and destroys the
central thesis ofhe most recent guru of
the revisionist historiarsPeter Hart—
and his claim thathere was no false
surrender at theiltnichael ambush.

This review miesno mention of why
this book was witten. We are invited to
simply believe tht “Ryan revisits the
controversies D Barry's military
leadership, notably thguestion of a false
surrender by the fitish at the Kilmichael
ambush” The strage conclusion is
reached that,Though much can be

reconstructed, tisiseens to me to be lost
in the fog of war”. This isdespite lhe fact
that Ryan recongicts practically every
blow of the ambusand ag reader of her
book would wader what she could
possibly have oitted and of course she
deals withthe false suender at length.

Then we are id, “ It is quite easy for
a man who has mouably surrendered
to think he is gointp be shot anyway, and
so to resume firig". What does that
mean? A false stencer is admitted. But
it is suggested thahesoldier has second
thoughts, changes&mind and starts firing

Whatever the psymlogy of the British
soldier in questiornwhich certainly cannot
be known), what hbas done amounts to
a falsesurrender. 4 it not oxymoronic to
call such a persorohourable?

An alternativeexplanation to justify
British unmilitary behaviour is offered.
“Or he may never have grasped that his
comrades had already surrendered”’
and so he presumigizontinues firing on
his own. Again awrender is definitely
broken by this freetacer who also appears
to be alittle deaf ar@ldeadly danger to all
his fellow soldierswho if this was for
real, would be entitd to shoot him dead
on the spot. | woret was he one and the
same as the ‘homeable’ tergiversator
envisaged earlierravere they possibly
different individuds? In any case, two
reasons are givejustifying this false
surrender and thikehaviour suddenly

again. Meanwhiléissurrender has been becomes the mostatural thing in the

accepted and thguad of the attackers
lowered. They ameinto the open, are
fired upon by a sdier who has apparently
surrendered, an@ ouple are Kkilled.

world for our reviewer. In fact, one is left
with the definiteimpression that false
surrenders were ¢horder of the day at
Kilmichael!



“The one thing thatis certainin combat
is that it is chaotic and the Barry that
emerges from this study was certainly a
killer in wartime, no offnand murderer.”
There is nothing whatever chaotic about a
successful ambush of professional
soldiers, all commissioned officers who  Thefirstcollapse in Hart's allegations
had served in World War I, which is what became apparent in an exchange of letters
the Auxiliaries were at Kilmichael. These in the Irish Timesinitiated by Padraig
were no rag tag band of Black and Tans.© Cuanachain in 1998, who was reacting
These guys knew what they were aboutl® @ diatribe on the subject by Kevin
and they knew when they should fire and Myers. Myers did not engage further in
not fire and whether they should surrenderthe debate but Hart and others joined in.
or not—and when they should try the false The Editor decided to end the exchange
surrender trick (and were unlikely to be When Hart effectively conceded the
deaf). Any chaos is planned for very argument while simultaneously reassert-
carefully. They would not have survived Ing it—and claiming it was all down to
a day if they were the undisciplined, confusion,fear,the darkness etc. The hope

reviewer. And Barry knew this well @nd unclear butwith the definite assump-
because he was with them throughout thefion that there_ was indeed a massacre of
whole war and learned his craft with them. Unarmed soldiers.

It was a battle between professionals and

the most competent won. Anything and ~ This ploy was foiled by Meda Ryan
everything but chaos was a factor atWho produced a most detailed account of

Kilmichael. As for being a killer in war, the ambush and refuted all Hart's allega-

Barry’s killing in the War of Independence tions about it and other events in West
was as nothing compared to what he did inCork. Now a new ploy has emerged.
WWI butthatis notthe killing our reviewer Ryan's book cannot be answered or
has in mind. This latter killing is never ignoredanylonger soit's a case of ‘forget
held against him, or even mentioned by it, lads’ and move on to some other target
our revisionists, so they are certainly not 0 discredit the War of Independence.
upset by his killing skillper se It's the
cause, stupid.

military were ordered to come out of the
train and leave their armsTie Boys Of
The Millstreet Battalion AreaAubane
Historical Society, 2003—available
through Athol Books).

Below is an unpublished letter Thhe
Village in response to a plea from Brian

It is worth poitiing out that the false Hanley that we forget about the whole
surrender trickwas not unique to thing and move ofrom Kilmichael.
Kilmichael. The arbush nearestto where
| happen to comedmwas the ambush of
Auxiliaries on a tran atRathcoole (North

‘MOVING ON FROM
KILMICHAEL’

Cork). The IRACommandant, Con
Meaney, gives aaccaint that includes
the following:

Brian Hanleyasa historian, urges us
to move on fom Kilmichael (The

shooting soldiers dead in cold blood
after a genuine surrender is a serious
matter and a serious historical issue at
any time.

After Hart made his accusations we
were told—screamed at—in no uncertain
terms by a whole array of people that it
was indeed a war crime of the first order
and that it had happened at Kilmichael.
Now there is a deafening silence from
those people and indifference from Mr
Hanley.

Instead, Mr Hanley poses a whole
range of other very interesting questions
to be answered. | thought it was a
historian’s job to answer questions and
to pose them in order to answer them.
But Mr Hanley leaves them all hanging
in the air. But how can one have confi-
dence in him finding or accepting
credible answers to these other very
pertinent questions when he won't give
aclear answertothe one central question
that started all this debate and which has
now been discussed and debated in
minute detail in books, pamphlets,
reviews, letters to papers, meetings, on
the Internet etc. for some years now.
The question simply is—was there or
was there not a false surrender at
Kilmichael?

It seems to me that in not answering
that question his plea for ‘moving on
from Kilmichael’ is really a plea to avoid
a straight answer to a very straight-
forward questin. It is just not good
enough—and itvon’t do after all the
hubbub that habeen created in recent
years about thigcident in the War of
Independence.

Jack Lane,
10th November 2004.”

“An N.C.O. and 13 military were
together in one aopartment. The
Volunteer Battalion @mmandant called
on the military tosurrender but the
answer was afte shot fran the train,
which was imnadiately replied to by
slug loaded shot-gunsd limited rifle
fire from the VolnteersThe Volunteers
had only 4 regular Magane .303 rifles
and twosingle shot .308ifles.

“The firing lasted abat seven or eight
minutes whenthe anbushed party
shouted “We surrender”.  The
Commandantthen adered, “Stop
firing”. Firing then ceaed but after an
interval of abat 30 seonds another
shot was firedrom the train and the
Volunteers immediatelyesumed their
fire.

“In less than a nmiute, in response to
another shoutfd'W e surrender” from
the train the Comardant again ordered
the Volunteers to stop firing and the

Village. 6/11/04. A very laudable aim.
But why are weliscusgg Kilmichael
at all, 80 odd garsafter the event? At
the time, the leadeos both sides, those
of the IRA and Geeral Crozier of the
Auxiliaries all ageedthat there had beer
a false surrendandall concerned then
‘moved on’ o that basis. We are
discussing it agin kecause a few yearg
ago Peter Hartlaimed to know better
than Crozier, Brry etc and that there|
was no false sterder and moved the
debate back ove80years.

The case fothefalse surrender hag
been reconfirrad again (principally by
Meda Ryan agh Brian Murphy) but
despite the issugeing gone into in great
detail Mr. Harbey will not give a view on
the issue becae heclaims it does not
matter. He ‘carglittle’ about it, he says.
This is harty a cralitable attitude for
any self-respectingistorian in current
circumstances The accusation of

From Athol Books:

Kilmich ael: The False
Surrender: a discussion by
Peter Hat, Padraig
O’Cuanachain D.R. O’Connor
Lysaght, Dr. Bian Murphy, &
Meda Ryan
with:

Why The Ballot Was Followed By
The Bullet by J. Lane & B. Clifford.
48 pages. IBN 1903497 00 0.
Aubane Historical 8ciety. November 1999
Euro 5 (£4).

Tom Barry: IRA Freedom
Fighter by Meda Ryan
Mercier Press,9BN 1-85635-425-3

Euro 25 (£20)

Write to: Athol Bboks, PO Box 6589,
Londan N7 6SG
or orcer online:
www.atholbooks.org'
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The ‘White Nigger’ Story

DecemBer 2002

Times handling of this story when it

and The Irish Times Trust Limited, the
entities which control the newspaper, are
bound by an Oath of Secrecy which is
sworn before a Commissioner of Oaths.

DecemBer 2004
Thelrish Political Revieweveals that

Jack Lane of The Aubane Historical emerges that the ‘white nigger’ letter was the Editor Emeritus oThe Irish Times
Society finds the following letter in Public - available to the public three years before Conor Brady was allowed to publish false

Jack Lane brought it to the attention of information regarding the hand"ng by

Record Office (Kew).
This letter, indicating that McDowell

Geraldine Kennedy.

wished to place the newspaper under
British State influence, was sentin a period APRIL 23rD, 2004

of extreme tension between Britain and

Ireland following the outbreak of war in
Northern Ireland and Jack Lynch’s “we

cannot stand idly by” speech. It receives

first publication in the January 200&h
Political Review.

January 3rp 2003
Thelrish Timespublishes a report on
British Government document releases.

January 10rH , 2003
Jack Lane notifieFhe Irish Time®sf

his discovery, enclosing a copy of the
letter.

JANUARY 15tH, 2003
Geraldine Kennedy queries the
“veracity” of the letter.

JANUARY 26TH, 2003
The letter is published in tHeunday
Independent.

JANUARY 27H, 2003

The “contents’of the letter are pub-
lished by The Fish Timesbut the
paragraphs are notirdkame order as the
original and thefirst paragraph isnot
mentioned. The article Bgn Irish Times
reporter” is preceled by a denial from
McDowell and there was a reference to
another letter dad November 1969
implying that McDowell’s intention was
merely to act as dink ” .

FeEBrRUARY 2nD, 2003

Professor Ronan Faimg says in the
Sunday Independentahthe idea that the
British Ambassadr would lie to his
superiors in secrébeggars belief”.

20rH SeptemBer 2003

Martin Mansegh begins to write a
weekly column for th Irish Timesand
introduces his camn by praising what
Major McDowell did “to protect its
independence”. Tik prooked areopening
of the debate aboicDowell’s role.

APRIL 191H, 2004

After more tha ayear the story is
resurrected by form&aily Mirror Editor
Roy Greenslade &n aticle in the Guard-
ian. Questions araskel aboutThe Irish

10

Geraldine Kennedy claims th&he

contents of the letter in question were

published inThe Irish Timesn January

27th, 2003, as soon as its existence wa

drawn to my attention”

The Irish Timesf the story. He said
incorrectly that the paper was only aware
of one letter relating to McDowell in the
British Public Records Office.

Thelrish Political Revieweveals that
The Irish Timesvas aware of another

?etter dated November 1969 more than

A subsequent letter sent to The Irish three years before Jack Lane notified it of

Times by Jack Lane correcting the above

assertion was not published.
Roy Greenslade apologiseJtte Irish
Timedor saying that the allegations of the

the ‘white nigger’ letter. This other letter
referred to the October 2nd, 1969 letter
(the ‘white nigger’ letter) and confirmed
much of the content of that letter.

British Ambassador were not publishefl

by the newspaper, but implies that the

letter was suppressed e Irish Times
for three years.

APRIL 29TH, 2004

Conor Brady the editor ofhe lIrish
Timesat the time the ‘white nigger’ letter|
was released by the PRO in January, 20
denies thaThe Irish Timesvas aware of

McCreevy’s Legacy

The 2005 Budget will be the first budget
since the departure of Charlie McCreevy.
The electoral success of Fianna Fail since

01987 has ensured a remarkable stability in

budgetary policy. During his tenure

it. He says that only one letter relating tp McCreevy followed the script set out for

Major McDowell was discovered byhe
Irish Timesand this was dated Decembe,
29th, 1969.

May 2004

Thelrish Political Reviewreveals that
Cecil King, the forner Daily Mirror
proprietor wrote irhis published diaries
that McDowell wa inM.1.5.

JuLy 2004

The Irish Poliical Review describes
the extraordinarypowes accorded to
Major McDowell in the Memorandum
and Articles of Assoaeition of The Irish
Times Limited.

AucusTt 2004

The lrish Political Reviewdiscovers
another documeiffiom the British Public
Records Office inidating that the meeting
between Major MPowell and the British
Ambassador in hich McDowell was
alleged to have desbed Gageby as a
“white nigger” was initiated by the British
Prime Minister,Harold Wilson. The
document also reala that Wilson was
under the impregsn that McDowell's
“offer of assistane nay relate more to
intelligence than tgournalistic activity”.

SepTEMBER 2004
Thelrish Political Reviewreveals that
the directors of Té Irish Times Limited

him in the late 1980s by the Haughey
government. There has been no significant
deviation from such policies in all that
time.

McCreevy canlaim some innovations
of his own. Most ntably, the introduction
of Tax Credits, Wich ensured that tax
relief benefited th low paid. He also
introduced individialisation of both Tax
Bands and Tax Credits (e.g. the PAYE
Credit). This witer is in favour of
individualisation 6the Tax Bands on the
basis that the doldTax Bands were an
inefficient way ofsupporting the family.
The best way ofupporting families is
through increasm Child Benefit but,
although these TaBredits increased by a
greater amount timathe rate of inflation,
the level of increaswas far less than was
needed to make uch difference.

However, thesewvo innovations were
early onin McCreey's tenure. There was
nothing new in hisecent budgets. He had
completely run ot of ideas. In show
business terms, ‘hgas a great act, which
had gone on too iw'.

A “great act’? Well maybe not a
‘great act’. Althogh the introduction of
Tax Credits will &vays redound to his



credit there were many less defensiblehim for his low tax policies which it compete on the basis of low wages and
policies. The Special Savings Scheme inexplained explained Irish economic low taxes for a share of Multi-National
which the Government chipped in one success and castigated the ICTU for goinginvestment. New policies have to be
Euro for every five saved at the end of five in the opposite direction. The article was developed. It remains to be seen if Cowen
years was pure madness. It was, in effectfeminiscent of First World War Generals is the man to deliver. But there is no doubt
amassive subsidy to the more prosperougmploying the tactics of bygone battles. that McCreevy’s time was up. His
element of the middle class for no good arrogance would have made him a liability

reason. The era of the Celtic Tiger ushered in ;, any other department.

by Haughey is over. Ireland has become
victims of its own success. Now that the  Yes! A job in Europe! You can see
countries of Eastern Europe have entered-ianna Fail’s point.
the EU, the State will no longer be able to

McCreevy also failed to tackle the one
glaring anomaly in the Irish Tax system:
mainly the absence of property taxes.
Indeed he proved to be a soft touch fpr

John Martin

property developers. The various prope
incentives that were due to end in 20(
were extended to 2006, adding fuel
already raging property prices.

Less controversial was his 1 % pensiIn
t

fund. Many commentators believe th
this is a far-sighted policy which will
provide for the needs of future pensione
In my view this is a mistaken view. A
society is not like an individual. An
individual stops working when he retireg
Ifthe state pensionis notadequate hem
put money aside during his working yean
But a society goes on forever. Althougd
individuals might retire there will alwayq
be a proportion of the population that wi
be working.

It makes no sense for the governme
toinvestinthe Wall Street or Tokyo Stog
Markets, even ifthose markets were givi
a positive return, hichthey aranot. If the
Governmentwants provide for the future
needs of the countrit would be far better
either to increase the proportion of th
Budget dewted to capital xgenditure,
thereby sacrificing current consumptio
for future productiity within the country,
or reduce the Nati@l Debt. The policy of
investing state mmey in stock markets
and property is jusborrowirg in order to
save. It has no effeon theaeal economy.

McCreevy haslso bea criticised for
having a poor grgsof ecaomics. He is
famous for sayingou should only spend
when you have itThis, of course, goes
against orthodox Keynesian theory whid
recommends the ppsite: pend your way
out of a recessiomd aut back during the
boom times. Buthe problen with the
latter theory is thavery dten there is a
time lag and by thtime tle expenditure
has had an effect the ey will have
recovered. | doubif McCreevy’'s poor
grasp of economgcdid anydamage to the
economy.

On the subjecof a poor grasp of
economics, th8urday Independemave
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McCreevy a glowig sendoff. It praised

The Birth of Amerope:
A Historical Retrospect from 2050

This experimental piece draws on the manner of writing European history that 1
advocated in my book The Revision of European History published by Athol Books last
year. It is written on the assumption that in the near future North America and the

. European Union will be seen as a single entity—Amerope—requiring historical
LUstreatment; that this will involve an even-handed and coordinated account of American
5. and European history since the 1400s; and that this, in turn, will lead to a common
h periodisation of these shared histories and a more realistic periodisation of European

history than the ‘medieval’ distortion introduced by reactionary Italian intellectuals in

the 1400s.

What we now call Amerope, meaning Europe had existed in ignorance of each
the geopolitical and cultural entity formed other. Consequently, during the 1400s up

r]tby the USA, Canada, and Europe to theto 1492, the general circumstances and
K border with Russia, had its remote origins historical developments in America and
9in the century and a half after 1492; the Europe were entirely unrelated.
formative period of the Columbian Age.
As that ge came to an end in the decades

The American continentin its last Pre-

following 1945, when the West rejected Columbian century was mainly inhabited

€ the rules of western civilisation and its by tribal sogeties, some nomadic or semi-

Age of Chaos began, Amerope was insedentary, thers settled, most of them

N fact, ifnotin name, an established political frequently at war. Politically, the typical

and military reality. All that remained for unit was the chiefdom comprising a
its territorial completion was its extension number of tribes. Occasionally, where a
into eastern and southeastern Europe undenumber of chiefdoms formed a confeder-

the aegis of theEuropean Union; a
completion accomlished in the first
twenty years of thpresent century. The
term ‘Amerope’, Bcone conventional in
the last thirty years,ds had the virtue
both of describing nev western reality
since World War Il andof indicating the
changed prepondemae as between
Europe and its foner North American
colonies. In adjectivia usage, as
‘Ameropean’, it rplaced the previously
conventional ‘EureAmerican’.

The event thated ultimately to the
emergence and delopment of Amerope
was, of coursethe discovery of the
American continerby Eurgoeans in 1492.
From the beginniy of history, through
Roman times, th&ge of Transition and
Europe’s first or Pre-Glumbian age—
roughly 1000 to1492— America and

ation, such as, in &th America, that of
the Sioux, or Henged to a common
language group, st as the Algonquian
or Iroquoian peopls, they amounted to
incipient nations. In the Rio Grande
basin, north of Meixo, a group of settled
tribes, later know as Pueblo, lived in
villages of multi-storeyed houses built of
stone or adobe. Only in Mesoamerica,
reaching from suthern Mexico to
Honduras, and otihe Pacific or Andean
side of South Ararica, did states exist.
Here there wereities, some inhabited
exclusively by pries, nobles and officials,
othes also by farmers, merchants and
craftsmen.

1. For ease of comprehension, I am obliged to
use, anachronistically, some names of areas
and places which were bestowed later by
Europeans.
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The many nomadic tribes lived by picture writing. Their chief gods were messages. Inca art work was principally
hunting, fishing and gathering, occasion- Tlaloc (rain) and Huizilpochtli (war) It in gold, silver, pottery and woven fabrics.
ally accompanied by slash-and-burn was aloose empire inasmuch as it left the  The Mexica and Incaempires had each
agriculture. The settled and semi-sedentarysubject peoples their own religions and a population of around nine million. Their
peoples farmed principally maize, beansfestivals; but it was also stern in its armies, the largest in America, fought
and squash, but also, manioc, potatoesyequirements of tribute and of warriors, with little strategy or tactics. The force
sweet potatoes, tomatoes and chilis. Indelivered or captured, for sacrifice in the they constituted was roughly equivalent
some places cotton and tobacco weregreat pyramid temple of Tenochtitlan. to that of Babylonian or Egyptian armies
grown. Domesticated animals comprised These sacrifices, which amounted to around 1700 BC.
turkeys, pigs, guinea pigs, occasionally thousands annually, were intended to
dogs, and in South America, llamas andsecure the continuance of good order in
alpacas. For tools, weapons and art, thahe heavens and on earth. Portugal, Italy and Spain, was a Catholic
materials used were mainly stone, wood, Further south, in Yucatan, Guatemalaand predominantly agricultural society,
bark, fired clay, feathers and reeds; butand Honduras, the Maya looked back to awith peasants and artisans living in villages
some peoples worked copper, gold, silver,classic past in the fourth to ninth centuries.under temporal or ecclesiastical lords.
and for sharpness used the glassy rocksl.iving in city-states which were often at The countryside was punctuated by castles
obsidian and chalcedony. Bronze waswar, they had been and remained the mosand monasteries. Towns and cities
smelted only in the Andes. Because of theintellectually advanced people in America. abounded, with four of the latter, Paris,
absence of the wheel and of horses orin their classic period, their priests and Milan, Venice and Naples, having more
other draft animals, burdens were carriedwarriors had reached high attainments inthan 100,000 inhabitants. Of the small
only by humans and the fastest communi-architecture, engineering, astronomy, cities, many were architectural works of
cation was by relays of runners. fresco painting and sculpture. They wereart.

On the Atlantic coast of North Particularly gifted inmathematicsandthe  While universities grew in number,
America, southwards from the St. measurement of time and used a form oftrade and pilgrimage routes criss-crossed
Lawrence estuary to Virginia, the principal picture writing. Here, too, merchants the continent and its adjacent seas. The
tribes were the Micmac, Abenaki, formed an important class. After the dominant commercial powers were the
Massachusett, Wampanoag, Narraganselcouapse of the older c_|V|I|sat|0n around Hanga, Venice aqd Genoa, with Bruges
Wappinger, Lenape and Powhatan. Thegoo, many Maya had mlgrgtedfrom Guate—ﬁggrmg as the main north-south entrepot
arc of islands extending east and southMala to the Yucatan peninsula and there until that role passed to Antwerp. Banking
from Florida to Venezuela was inhabited ffom the twelfth century, a revival and credit were largely transacted by the
in its northern part—including the occurrt_ad. Th_e city-states formed a Me.dici of Florence anq their branches,
Bahamas, Cuba and Haiti—by Arawak federauon dominated by Mayapan. Then, while the four anqual fairs at Lyons were
people of the Lucayan and Taino tribes. " 1441, a general rebellion brought the used for the settling of accounts and the

Inthe 1400s, western Europe, including

On the islands which completed the arc : i - -
pfederation dissolved into separate parts of Spain and Portugal, Genoese

towards the Venezuelan coast were Cari
warlike cannibalsvho raided the Taino
islands in search of emen and human
meat..

In the northerrpat of Mesoamerica,
people were congmusof a classic period
between 300 andd® AD. Then the great
Olmec city of Tedhuacan had extended
its political and cliural influence far and
wide. The currentlgominant civilisation
of the Mexica (or &tecs), centred on the
lake city of Teochitlan, was in that
tradition. Originally awandering people
fromthe north spédnga Nahualanguage,
the Mexica had beenigen to take refuge
on the marshy lakisland where they built
their city. After haing served the nearby
Tepanec as menmoales, in 1428 they
formed an alliane with Texcoco on the
lakeshore and, led byacoatl, overthrew
the Tepanec and sebaut building an
empire. Under Mateaima (1440-1469)
and the two emperorshe succeeded him,
it reached the Gulif Mexico, the Pacifi
and Guatemala.

Tenochtitlan, whib had a substantial
merchant class, gw to a population of
200000. The Mext¢a innovated in
astronomy, agridture, architecture and
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ascendancy of Mayapan to an end and théssue of bills of exchange. In the coastal

chiefdoms.

Far to the sahwest, in the Andes
ruming parallel to théPacific coast, the
Inca were the currgly dominant people.
Centred on Cuscim Peru, they were an
elite caste of th&uechua tribe which
since the 1200s haeévdoped a distinctive
military culture. Wth the accession of
their king, Viracehalnca, in the early
1400s, expansiorelgarand was continued
by his son, Paatut (1438-71), who
founded an empe. His son, Tupa,
overcame the Chiu civilisation to the
north, founded @ito, and as emperor
(1471-93) pushettie Inca frontiers south
into northern ChilendArgentina.

It was an emp# of thecentralised and
homogenising kind, minutely
administered, andith a state religion of
a heaven god wheasrepresented by the
sun and embodieid the emperor. There
was social mobity for outstanding
soldiers, an extesive road system, and
effective social welfare for the
collectivised peamtry. Irrigation and
terracing served aigulture; gold, silver,
copper and tin we mined, and bronze
smelted. Variougl knotted bunches of
string kept acconts and conveyed

merchant-financianwere well established.
Among the uppe classes in several
countries, vernadars were replacing
French. Chivalriciterature was in vogue,
and the arrival of dok-printing spread it
widely. Europeanranies, in part equipped
with primitive mugets and cannon, would
have been more&n a match for Roman
legions.

As Europe moed towards the end of
its first age, signgointed towards the
second. A growg strong desire for
mastery of the wrld in all its aspects
characterised theentury and expressed
itself in multipe innovation. The
outstanding innovation, in the second half
of the century, wathe incipient passage
of monarchy fom suzerainty to
sovereignty, or puifferently, the gradual
emergence of thabsolutist state. In
France, Englandra Spain, the central
political aim wado establish a compact
nation-state corrgending, respectively,
to the ancient Roan unities of Gallia,
Britannia and Hisania.

In England and-rance this develop-
ment was favourk by three factors. In
1453 the Hundredears War ended with
the English evacui@n of France except



for Calais. On France’s eastern side, withwork, along with the new music of the could sail from Iberia to India along the
the death of Duke Charles the Bold of Flemish composers, radiated influence same parallel over the remainder of the
Burgundy in 1477, Burgundy ceased to bethrough much of Europe. circle’. That the Atlantic was navigable
atroublesome, independent power. France, Inltaly some city-states pioneered statefor quite some distance had been shown
under Louis XI (1461-83), acquired parts absolutism. But national unity, however bythe Portuguese. Advances in ship design
of its territory, while the rest, including much desired by Machiavelli and other and in navigational aids made a more
the Low Countries, passed by marriage topatriots, was prevented by the absence ofengthy voyage seem possible. For one
the Habsburgs of Austria. Finally, in a power sufficiently strong to effect it. thing, Ptolemy’$Geographypublished in
England the twenty-year War of the Roses,Instead, a chauvinistic, anti-modern aLatinversionin 1406 had introduced the
which conveniently decimated the old movementofliterati and classical scholarsnotion of latitude and longitude, and by
English nobility, ended in 1485 with the aspired to revivétalia through a cultural the 1480s the Portuguese had devised a
accession of the first of the Tudors, Henry renewal of ancient Rome in a Christian method of calculating latitude from the
VII. context. Partly influenced by this sun. Now their discovery of what looked
Meanwhile, in Spain,, movement movement, there was striking innovation, like aroute to India around Africa spurred
towards national unity was promoted by with wide European influence, in thought of besting them by finding a
the marriage and joint rule of Isabella of sculpture, painting, architecture and transatlantic route.
Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon. They statecraft, and in the critical study of = The Genoese sea captain, Cristoforo
strengthened the royal power as againstlassical and Christian texts. In the wake Colombo, made that enterprise his personal
nobles and bishops and in 1484 establishe@fthe Genoese merchant-financiers, someproject. Having read every relevant book
the Inquisition. With Gibraltar taken in Genoese mariners migrated westwardsand studied every possibly relevant map,
1462, all that remained of Muslim power The Genoese shared with the Portuguesée tried in vain to interest the Portuguese
in Spain was the kingdom of Granada.and Spaniards, an interest in bypassingking, failed in an approach to the Spanish
The crusade launched against it in 1482the middlemen both of Morocco and of monarchs, put out feelers to France and
strengthened national cohesion; itsthe Middle East. England, and finally, in 1492, won a
annexation in 1492 completed the In the southern and eastern Germancommission from Ferdinand and Isabella.
Reconquistaln the same year the Spanish lands, around the middle of the century, When his three caravels sailed from Palos
Jews were given a choice betweenEuropean mathematics was founded.on 3 Augustofthe same year, many factors
conversion and expulsion. Drawing on Arab-Greek mathematics, it besides the royal commission contributed
Innovation in other countries took a wentbeyond it. It was a mathematics with to the venture: finance from, among lesser
variety of forms. Portugal, which had an astronomical bias and therefore usefulsources, the treasuries of Aragon and
enteredthe century asacompact nationfor navigation. Simultaneously, there was Castile and a Florentine businessman;
state but a poor one, struck out into theadvance in the precision working of metal caravels, originally designed by the
Atlantic. In 1415 Prince Henry had taken for the making of machines and Portuguese for ocean-going and using the
Ceuta, a Muslim port opposite Gibraltar instruments. The invention of book- lateen sail borrowed from the Arabs;
where the caravans from West Africa, printing was merely its first important compasses, a Chinese invention
carrying gold, ivory and slaves, dischargedfruit. Nuremberg became the Europeantransmitted by the Arabs; hour-glasses
their wares. Itwas the start of a Portuguesecentre both for the publishing of books on from Venice; an improved astrolabe
effort to bypass the middlemen who astronomy and mathematics and for thedesigned by Martin Boheim of Nuremberg;
controlled this trade. manufacture of instruments used in andanalmanac predicting the positions of
In the following decades Portuguese astronomy and navigation. celestial bodies compiled by the German

mariners explored the African coast,  Inthe Church, itwas amatter ofwould- Mathematician Johann Muller (' known
merchants followed them, and a fortified be innovation. The reformist conciliar /S0 @ Regiomontanus).

trading settlement was established inmovement of 1409-42 healed the Great Nearly a month later, Columbus made
Guinea. Elsewhere in the Atlantic, sugar Schism of the previous forty years but his final departure from Gomeraisland in
plantations were established on Madeira,failed to achieve the reforms it called for. the Canaries, the land farthest west under
the Cape Verde islands discovered, andDuring part of this period, the Hussites of Spanish control. If the Azores, far to the
the Azores occupiedin 1432. Thatwas theBohemia, foreshadowing with their north and farther west, had been a Spanish
furthest point west so far reached by demands the future Protestant rebellions possession, he might well have sailed
Europeans. Then, in 1488, when made war widely until they were brought west from there. He would then have been
Bartholomew Dias rounded the Cape of to heel with some concessions granted. Inikely to make landfall among the
Good Hope, the prospect of a sea route tdl484 Giovanni Battista Cibo, of a GenoeseWappinger or Lenape, in the vicinity of
India beckoned. If realised, it would shippingfamily, became Pope asInnocentpresent-day New York. But the Azores

circumvent both the middlemen who VIII. One of the line of art-loving were Portuguese and therefore unavailable
conducted the caravans of spices andRenaissance popes’, he encouraged theo him.

Eastern luxury goods to the coasts ofpersecution of witches. Sailing west from the Canaries, the

Syria and Egypt and the others who first people he encountered were the

received and exported these goods. Not Occasionally since ancienttimes, someLucayan of Guanahani in the Bahamas.
only that: itwould circumventthe Ottoman had speculated that a voyage westwarcHe called their island San Salvador and
Turks who were taking control of the into the Atlantic would ultimately reach took formal possession ofitin the name of
caravan routes. land of some kind. Strabo, whose Spain. In the following weeks, on Cuba
Flanders, under the Burgundian dukes,Geographyvas known in pre-Columbian  and Haiti, he encountered the Taino people
innovated mainly in painting and music. Europe, was specific. Given that the earthand heard of the fearsome Carib. Taking
Painters practised a new realism and forwas round, he wrote, ‘if the immensity of possession of Haiti, he called it La
the first time used oils and canvas. Theirthe Atlantic ocean did not prevent it, we Espanola [this should have a tilde on the
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n] and remained for some time. There, PnReview: The Transformation Of Ireland 1900-2009 Diarmuid Ferriter. Profile
Christmas Day, shortly before returning Books, London, 2004. 880pp.

town in America, La Navidad, and le Gettl ng The I m portant
Things Wrong

thirty-nine of his men to people it.

“In 1900 Ireland was a restless, of historians whose understanding is
impoverished, neglected corner of the relative to perception, and whose
British Empire. By 2000 it had become perception is directed by blinkers. History-
reality, the Spanish, Portuguese and Frepch  the “Celtic Tiger”. How did this  \riting which does begin with the social
settlements in America formed the largdst_ happen?” . _ . transformation which occurred in the first
part. That was the main context in whigh That is what Diarmuid Ferriter's book is - o5 4e of the century is unlikely to produce
Amerope was born. The rest of it was t e @bout, according to its blurh. anything but litanies—Iists of essentially
emergence of various kinds of Protesta disconnected items.
ismin Europe, and in particular in Englan
The seed of what would become Amero
was sown when in 1607 and 162
respectively, English Protestants ma

In the course of the following hundrefd
years, in America, Asiaand Africa, Euroge
Overseas developed (that was what Ngw
Spain, New France. New Netherlands,

New Sweden, New England, Nova Scofia
and so on would amount to). Of that ngw

Nt-
H Ferriter tells us in his Introduction

oéthat— | suppose litanies perform an effective
D, “Roy FostersModernlreland.. was  religious function. | have never been
He refres?ing i?hits detedrminatit(_)n tOfﬁllQVE religious so | do not know. But religion

; away from the grand narrative of Insh  has to do with a world outside time and
in Powhatan territory in the river the settlefs jonger, be told as a “morallty tale’.  sequence of events in time.

Foster'sbook... stressedthemes as muchS
called James. The second was amongfthe as events, a welcome approach... The distinction between events and
Wapanoag at the place where the

explaining thr_e relativeness of historical namesisnotonethat!can grasp. Themes,
newcomers founded a town callgd unders_tandlng by reference to to my mind, are events in music. They are
Plymouth. The first of these settlemenjts  perception”. the subject,s through whose activity music
developed into the colony of Virginia, th

second into Massachusetts. Later, th¢se | presume it is understanding relative Ee(;%nsggij(t:etgéz?g seo;nartr?uf;rcr?ov;/gcﬂgr?:r
two colonies played the leading roles |n to perceptionwhich allows Ireland in 1900 P 4

the founding of the United States
America.

As this new republic grew, it becam
forits citizens and for Europeans Ameri
par excellenceand for Europeans the
principal part of the Brope Overseas t(g
which millions of hemwere migrating. It
rose to that statusdprominence becaus
more completely t#n any other part of the
American continent except remote
Argentina, it beame inhabited by
Europeans rather thany bindigenous
people; the settlers canfrom almost all
the countries of &ope; and the United
States, more thamg ather part of Europe
Overseas, embodiedehraustian desire
to master the worlih all its aspects which
had increasinglycharacterised Europt
since the start ofstColumbian age.

Given this inherited, unlimited drive
and thesoaring populationthe United
States became inthe course eftthentieth
century more poerful thanEurope and
twice played a désive rolein Europe’s
greatwars. Following the second of thes
it associated itselflosely with Western

Europe for matters of common defencelas

well as industrialllandcommercially, so
that gradually, outfahis working together
under Americanpreponderance, there
emerged the geofitical and cultural unity
we call Amerope.

f to be described as an impoverished,

neglected corner of the British Empire.

e To an ordinary understanding, which

a assumes that there is an objective worl
capable of beinglescibed, and which
does not retreat fro events td'themes”,
Ireland in 1900 camot gppear as impover-

L ished and negledle Itwas undergoing a
profound social ansbrmation, brought
about by the intaction of native forces
with the finest politicatalent of the British
Empire. That was the era tkilling
Home Rule withikdness’; the kindness
consisting of thelaolition of the Anglo-
Irish land-owningcask, whose historical
mission under théVilliamite conquest
had been to stifle the native impulse of life

b in Ireland and to Anglicise the Irish.

The rich literature of that fundamental
economic and social reform, which was

of amillennium, is a kind of drama enacted
by the inter-relationship of a couple of
themes. Without these themes, these

ddefinite subjects—without tunes—music

as we know it would not exist. History
likewise exists ttough the activity of

definite subjects.But, when historians
talk of themes, iis for the purpose of
brushing aside thsubjects of the actual
historical processilreland and replacing
them with a knd of subjectless

meandering.

Thirty years agélthusserian Marxism
dominated academic life in Britain and
Ireland. It proclaimed the philosophy of
ahumanism and defined history as a
process without a subject. Marxism
collapsed along with the Soviet Union in
1990, and | notice that the Professors who
were strictAlthusserians in the 1970s

accompanied by a strong political reaction never mentined him any more. And, as
against Redmond’s Home Rule Party, is far as | know, they never described the

not given even asingle listing in Ferriter's

e 32-page Bibliography.

a Ireland, in comparison to which tt@eltic

Tiger” development was a small quiet
affair.  And a historian who does not
launch himself on that bang will not be

mental preess through which they
travelled fran Althusserian Marxism to
post-Marxism—uwhich is very understand-

The 20th century began with a bang in able, since it wasat through a process of

thought that theynade the journey, but
through mere aptation to the altered
power-structure fothe world. But the
collapse of Marsm has left behind it a

able to account for what subsequently residue of muchfavhat was worstin it—

happened in any coherentway—if, indeed,

Desmond Fennell
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the worst of all bimg the displacement of

what happened is any longer the businesghe active human subject.



If “narrative history” istobe abolished experience in this world. There is no mean thatthings are seen differently from
(with regard to Ireland only, of course), necessary conflict between these two,the viewpoints of different interests.
then history is being abolished. Ever which have usually functioned in Looking atthe same general situation, the
since the time of Herodotus history has combination. British government, the Home Rule Party,
peer_1 a narrative of thg human adyenture The word ‘morality’, in its Roman the IR.B, the Uls_ter Upiqnists etc. woul_d
!nthls wqud. Even writers who behevgd source, meant custom. The RomansS€® .dn‘ferent.thlngs in it. B_ut there is
in the existence of another worlld WhICh existed by virtue of their customs, and not.hlng new in that observation, least of
gave purpose and meaning to life in th'sthey told themselves the story of all in Ireland.
world wrote an account of affairs in this {hemselves
world as a narrative—a story. Long ago |
happened to come acroBise Two Cities

elves for the purpose of |t c4yid also express a radical
consolidating their customs and keep'”gsubjectivist epistemology—the
(ahistory of the world) by Otto, the Bishop themselves R(_)n-1ar?. ) pretentious use of concepts fror_n
of Freising in Bavaria (11th century), and But _the revisionist ideology does not mgt_aphysms bemg afeature _of revisionist
it still stands for me as the beginning of '€cognise custom as a source of_morallty.wrltlng. But | 'Fhml_< most philosophers,
post-Ancient history. Otto was very much It inclines towards the contrary view that however subjectivist, would regard
a believer in the existence of two worlds, something which is customary is likely to perception as being heavily conditioned
and he saw this world as existing in the be immoral. _Th_e Iong anti—QathoIic _byunderstanc_iing. Imn_1a_c_ulate p(_ar_ception
light (or shade) of the other world. But he cultural revolutionin E_nghsh society after is not_a practical poss_,lblhty. Individuals
still wrote the story of this world as a 1540 was a campaign to destroy theperceive underthe guidance of some form

human adventure. Dante enmeshed thdnorality of custom. of understanding which is prior to

; . erception. While different things are
representatives of the Eternal within the ¢ pistory and custom are ruled out of geen fl?om different viewnoints mgch o
Temporal— the Popes—in the story of 5 qer as authenticating influences of same things are seen from the same
this world and passed human judgment on, yman conduct, that means that moralit

S ; Yviewpoint. A viewpoint in that regard is a
them in hidnferna And Milton seemed pont. p g
can only be transcendental. It can onl : :
intent on pressing on the Eternal the y Yform of prior understanding. | took some

. X come from beyond this world. Inthat case ; i i
narrative form—the sonata dynamics— s world can only cease to be immoral it ']E:gumblvt\alr;[iod? ?:]Ztﬁ?si d;:‘{s;?ir;tnv\l;\;vspggi
of the Temporal. if it is re-moulded in accordance with oer the centuries, and if | had time |

Life in this world is no longer lived decrees formulated beyond it. England,y,,iq have written three histories of
under the aspect of eternity—at least, notcOmmitted itself to the destruction of all |rejang since 1690 from the three major
in Ireland now. And yet this is the moment thatexisted, believing thatitwas the chosen, i, qint—irish, Anglo-Irish, and Ulster
when it is decreed that the story of life in Providential agent of the other world. It goqts | did not think that a true history
this world must no longer be told. Eternity Was absorbed in theocratic fanaticism for o 14 pe written in any other way. Each
has gone, and history is to follow it. And @Poutthree centuries. When its God diedjeq and perceived, according to its own
what then? A kind of totalitarian ©n itinthe late 19th century, the habit of \,jerstanding. There was not a sufficient

straitjacket for the mind! Thatis certainly destruction in a higher cause had becomeyjement of commooutiook between the
what Foster means when he talks ofSC ingrained that it ceied on regardless.

replacing narrative wittthemes”.

| recall from olden times an argument

that human life in this world was
sustainable only in corection with belief
in another world. thought then that it was
an absurd argumeninthe 1970s | could
see that the Althussian philosophy
denied the reality ohuman existence.
When Professor Beys reske on my
attention in 1971 ral972I recoiled from
it. At the time | thoubt it was a passing
aberration. But th developments of the
past thirty years ggest otherwise. Itis
still there, and it h@notbeen improved by
the loss of the Maist wrgpping in which
itfirstappeared. Ahuanity is flourishing
in the era of post-Maism. Fukuyama,
the American Baussia ideologist,
announced the arrivaf the Last Man ten
years ago, and | noti¢kat his latest book
is about a post-humdunture.

If “the story of Ireland can no longer
be told as a morality tale”where will
morality be got in futte? There are two
conceivable sourcesfomorality—
inspiration fromanaher world and

In the 1880s Seeley, &xford Professor
who twenty yees earler had begun the
euthanasia of Gthy wiiting his biography
(Ecce Homy made the revelation that the
English State ws not as hitherto
supposed, the aged a transcendental
Providence, but #t it was itself the force
of Providence. Hiphenomenally popular
lectures onThe Expansion Of England
constituted Englandtself into the
transcendental deteimant of morality
for the rest of bmanity. That was
England’s idea otself duing the quarter
of a century leadipupto 1914, the era of
“Greater Britain”. And its persistence
after 1918 was on#f the reasons why the
League of Nationanmounted to nothing.
It seens to me that, evethough England
is now a pale shadoof what it was then,
it became the tranencdental determinant
of morality in Irih academia when the
influence of theCatholic Hierarchy
declined and thd-enian tradition was
rejected around 1980.

What doe&explainingthe relativeness
of historical undestarding by reference
to perception’mean? | suppose it could

three (not even Iween the Anglo-Irish
and the Ulster Scs}to permit the three to
be taken as onéor the purpose of a
common history. The differences between
them were not of a kind with class or
regional differenes in other countries.
They lived in diffeent worlds. And the
Irish and the UlsteBcots would willingly
have lived their ow lives entirely out of
the presence of ¢hothers. The Anglo-
Irish could not dso, of course, because
they were parasij chiefly on the Irish.
Their function was to command the others,
to manage them, tealise West Britain—
which they failed tao. What revisionism
amounts to is ant@mpt to accomplish
that Anglo-Irish function through blotting
out Irish history.

Ferriter presesthis history a$post-
revisionist”. What that means is that it
takes the revisionist positions for granted.
It is an incoherent collection of bits and
pieces which ha been hailed by the
revisionists as a asterpiece because it
does homage to them, and omits what
should be omitted.

There are 33 d4sections in the long
15



first chapter, but they do not include one did not“support” the Union in 1900. It as an Orange Unionist by the Dublin 4
on the All For Ireland League, or on the sat in the Westminster Parliament undertypes who began to become ‘revisionists’
influence of the Boer War on the Liberal duress and tried to gain concessions. Thabout ten years later. | would have been
Imperialist politics of Home Rule. The duress was that Britain made it perfectly glad of the help of sound reasoning from
rejection of the Home Rule Party in Co. clear that it could not consider Irish any source to sustain the position | had
Cork in 1910 is not mentioned. The 1918 independence. And the Home Rulers didtaken up. All that | can now remember
Election is barely mentioned, and is not not think that nationalist Ireland could from Martin is that | found him useless.
connected with the War of Independence.muster the military force needed to defeat
There is a strange statement about théhe British Army. Is thasuppor?! Has And, a proposthe North: Ferriter’s
latter: Maynooth gone through the looking-glass? treatment of it is abysmal. Six Counties
“There were many acts of defiance (Ferriter lectures there.) were kept within the British State,in
during a war of independence which accordance with the will of one of the
was the most obvious manifestation of a peoples in them, but were excluded from
direct change in the tactics of the ) the institutions which made the British
republican movement. Itwas of pivotal ~ Wentto the heart of the question of Who . 1 ctional as a multi-national State
importance to expand opposition to  knew the will of the people better than "'~ i o were sealed off from the
British rule into an all-out war.” the people themselves, which was why, . S
in the context of the North, the Rising democratic political life of the state, and
became much derided in the 1970s ...Asthe running of them was farmed out to the
F.X. Martin noted long ago, it would be intensely anti-Catholic majority whose
deceptive to insist that the Rising was business was to hold in check the Catholic
‘necessary and inevitable’ as far as minority of one-third.

“The rhetoric of the rising was
subsequently used selectively. It also

No reason is given about why there
was a war, but we read on page 113: “the
surge in militarism should not be seen as
the only appeal of a quest for lIrish

independence” and republican contemporaries were concerned, as this _ o -
smilitarism” is me,ntioned again on page imposes a pattern of events in the years ~ “To ignore Ulster unionist opposition
209 preceding 1916 which was not visible was of course essential, as it sullied such

even to extreme republicans” (p150).  asimplistic canvas” (p196). Thatis Ferriter

The sequence of events suggests thal @8SSume that the evasive convolutionson a letter written by Erskine Childers in
there was awar because the independenc€ré are a product of genuine mental1919. But Ferriter canignore the perverse
which the electorate voted for was denied/nceherence rather than deviousness.  arrangement made by Britain for the
by the British Government. The sentence _ governing of the North, even after those
quoted seems to say that the appeal of ' Nere was nowill of the people”in - arrangements produced mayhem.
independence was that itwould have to bel 916 Elected governmentwas suspended
fought for. This is in accordance with M 1915. There were two forces actingon  Theymusbe ignored so that Catholics
Charles Townsend's dogma that the Irishth€ People—the British Government can be denounced for bigotry or nationalist
had a proclivity for political violence.  Which wanted them as war-fodder for the fanaticism, or whatever, by spoofers in
Empire, and the IRB, which took the Republic who have no experience of
advantage of a situation in which massiife in “the Northern Ireland State”and
slaughter had beme conmonplace, to  who lack the will o the talent to imagine
force the issa with regard to it Anditdoesnothprove things abitthat
independence. Byommiting the Home  Ferriter throws in some denunciation of
Rue Parliamentary Party unconditionally protestant bigotry as well. What matters
to the expansionist war ofefEmpire— s that he averts hisind from the unique

“Militarism” , as | wnderstand it,
described a political cture which is
dedicated to warfarand with seeks wars
to fight. It does not descitthe adoption
of military methals by acountry whose
democratic willis opposed by an

Imperialist Army.

Ferriter does not gty the term to the
actual militarist &#air of the time—the
decision of the Btish Empire to make
war on Germanyfger the outbreak of the
European War in914.

“Despite the eviution or organised
political natioralismin the South in the
late nineteentlcenury, at the dawn of
the twentieth cetury there was
considerable qpottin both Ireland and
England for thenaintenance of the Act
of Union of 1800” £29).

England, of coues was insisting on it,

and continued tinsig on it after 1918,

which is why therevas a war. But where
is the evidence of con®dable support
forthe Unionin Iréand? That support had
become so vestigal that the UK parties
in 1900 did not een mntest elections in
most of Ireland. N@nion party contested
the issue with the HonRule Party outside
Ulster. And the Hme Rule Party certainly
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whose Imperialis charater had been
clarified by the ampaig of conquest
launched in Meopotania (Iraq) in
November 1914-Redmorm went outside
his electoral masate of1910, and he
acted without anlectoralmandate from
the end of 1915.

The 1916 cofiict was conducted
outside the struates ofrepresentative
politics. It was nba conést to discover
the will of the peple. Briain was going
to have none ofhat unil its need for
cannon-fodder ergdl. Itwas a conflict to
determine the wilhe of tte people, inthe
sense of forming it. Whethe matter was
put to the people, they dded for those
who had organisetthie Risng and against
those who had regited ® many tens of
thousands of thems canon fodder.

The quote fronf.X. Martin strikes me
as mere gibberisH.read lis article about
35years ago, whémwas béng caricatured

mode of Governent which Westminster
devised for the ib of Ireland which it
decided to hold ithin the UK—the rule

of a small anti-Cénolic majority over a
large Catholic rmority outside the
mediating institutions of the state. Britain,
the transcendental source of revisionist
morality, must rerin beyond the reach
of revisionist criti@al faculties—otherwise
their world wouldcollapse.

premium on cltural and racial unity

an externalather than an internal
enemy” (p216). khink this is the first
time | have seendaid that Sinn Fein was
racially selectivel thoughtitwas eager to
embrace Saxon$ut the Saxons would
not be embracedand that it was very
proud of the Norman element.
Unfortunately, Feaiter gives no evidence
of the racism while he alleges. As to the
external enemy-was that a delusion?

The Kilmichael Ambush was


Joe Keenan
Note
There are a few words missing here. The paragraph should begin:—
Sinn Féin, circa 1920, "placed a .....


“infamous”—naturally: good reviews the secession of its component parts, buBritish Constitutional history: in 1688-9
were desired (p299). the independence movements in Croatiaand again 1714. On both occasions the

) ) and Bosnia decided that those proceduresssue was resolved in favour of the
~ Protestants were killed in West Cork \yee themselves oppressive and by-passetégitimacy of perjury in affairs of state—
in 1922 because they were ProtestantSynam  And, in the case of Bosnia, it was and the Protestant conscience in command
butforthe purpose of being killed “abusive ¢jgent that the small majority for of the State embarked on a career of
poll_tlcql Ianguage” was applied to th_em. independence was made up of an alliancecasuistry that would shame a Jesuit. A
A list is given: landgrabber, loyalist, ot 1o hostile communities which could willingness to break oaths became in effect
imperialist, Orangeman, Freemason. Butrgach no agreement on how a Bosniana qualification for entry to political office.
not“informer” apparently. State should be conducted. Nevertheless(l described some of this in the biography
the British attitude was democracy, in the of Charlotte Brooke in the reprint Bblg

70 Protestants were shot in this way in :
form of a referendum vote, was sacred,an Tsolair)

Co. Cork, we are told, and there was a ) -4
34% reduction in the Protestant popula’ciona":dt thatB't d(_a-lelglttlrr]msed th‘?lY‘IJgoj"?;]’

ate in Bosnia. Inthe case of Ireland, the i .
between 1911 and 1926 asaconsequencé Republics. They meant nothing to the

this being “the sinale areatest measurablesritiSh Constitution refused to contemplate " X o
changec?fthe revogluti%nary era” (p228. p.independence, and the British State simplydoverors of the British Empire. Britain
Hart is the authority for this statement). disregarded the democratic vote. was governed in 1921 by a Ministry Of
y : All The Talents—the most experienced
The Versailles Treaty of 1919, of which and competent and purposeful politicians

I would have thought that the removal _ "' ) f both ' i
: ritain was the architect, purported to Of Poth parties. The assumption that they
of the apparatus of the English State after Pur were obsessed by an Oath, which even our

SO manv centuries was the outstandingnaugurate the era of universal democracy
changey and that the exodus 0fgandnationalrights,butBritain’sﬁrstaction Maynooth lecturer regards as a

Protestants—who in the South were with IN that era was to over-rule the lIrish meaningless symbol, must be regarded
few exceptions the people of the English démocracy and carry on governing by prima facieas absurd. If they made an

State in Ireland—was connected with the force in defiance of it. Thatis a fact which issue of the Oath, and gave way on the
removal of their state.

Oaths meant everything to many

should be kept alive in the interest of substantial matter of fiscal autonomy in
developing a realistic international order to have the Oath in the Treaty, the

| had the impression that Orangemen, morality—as distinct from the tacking ONlYy realistic assumption is that they
Freemasons, etc. (as well as Catholics)petween Utopian ultra-democracy and thelnSisted on the Oath because they saw itas
were shot for being informers against the realpolitik of mere force which is the @Mmeans of splitting the Sinn Fein enemy
democracy, and that, even though in someBritish mode. But, for Ferriter, N theveryactofconceding a substantial
cases there might have been an element dfpropaganda from Britain understandably d€9ree of power to it. The oldest skill of
personal vendetta, it was presented agocused on the idea of murderous thugstn® English ruling class was the ability to
action againstinformers. Ferriter presentsintimidating normally law-abiding people Manipulate toits advantage sincerely-held
no evidence that anybody was shot on thento support of a Dail, which though Peliefs which it did not share. And the
charge of being Freemason. He justassertproclaiming democratic legitimacy was Oath was made an issue of in 1921-2 for

dogmatically that it was the case. merely a theatre of war” (p223). the purpose of splitting Sinn Fein. The
greatest defeat for Whitehall would have

Ferriter quotes Sean O Faolain about  If that is understandable, what would been the recognition of the Sinn Fein
the RIC in this regard: they were “shot be unreasonable? The Dail wdtheatre  party of 1918-21 in legitimate office in
down as traitors... But they were not of war” only because the Crown made Ireland.
traitors. They had their loyalties and stuck war on it.
to them”. The implication of this is that After this it is understandable thae
there could only be treason to the Crown, g4ty signed under the threat of total
;nedrtr:]:tié?.e democracyhas nostanding 'qll_lvgr;nt;ak;eslyo;zg:lségg;che;:]t;r:n:]|nd. place in the North along with Partition,

: Ferriter's comments on the North are mere

The RIC served a Statéhich the Irish The starkness dﬁtalrlisg d_ele%atiofr_]'s | meanderings. The structure of the sub-

electorate had accepteddam duress for position was revealed in the fina government, and the sealing off from the
. o communication sent by Griffith to de o e

four generations—it had not been politics of the state, made the political life

. : Valeraon 6 Dec. 1921, the day on which ™"
consulted at all in the matter until the the Treaty was signed: “We weretbe of “the Northern Ireland Statethe mere

Having chosentoignore, or not having
the conceptual apparatus to perceive, the
bizarre structure of government put in

1830s. Whenthe electoraitd 918, having pointfour times of breaking on the crown, €XPression of communal (teectarian”)
been blooded by the GaeWar and its which 1 told the cabinet Would not domnance and subjugation fromthe start,
1916 offshoot, disregardéige duress and break on. Thessue wasgace or war. and it preserved and aggravated the
voted for independence ahRIC became We decided ourourse that they gave in communal antagonism through its
quite clearly the agency of a foreign  on fiscal autonomy and other matters.” functioning, until the point of explosion
occupation, and its contiing loyalty to Gfif.fitystr:e:ttif l\/\(aﬁ a S:r%t:]ificalmt was reache
reminaer tna e Irish were eon .

the Crowh became.trt.eason side obsessed with symbols/eh that)ii He says not a word about the weird

That is how Britaintreated Balkan was Britain who made the dathe Constitutional entity into whichthe people
affairs in the early 1990sWhen Croatia sticking point” (p242). of the 6 Counties were bound in 1921-2.
and Bosnia voted for independence, the He remarks that, “there had been little

Yugoslav State wasjudgedto have become ~ “Obsessed with symbol8” The Irish  conerence on the British governmentabout

anoccupying forceintheandits servants  had taken an Oath to the Republic, andpartition and it was implemented with

were judged to lack legmacy. The theytookitinearnest. Theinviolityof  scant regard for the long-term

Yugoslav Constitution maprovisionfor ~ Oaths had twice beea central issue in  consequences” (p277). Partition and the
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mode of government which accompanig
it are taken to be the same thing. Butt
long term consequences were not produd
by Partition but by the mode o
government.

“The idea of constructive opposition

was a long way off” in 1921 (p275). It is
still a long way off. It is not a practica
possibility outside the politics of a stats
and Northern Ireland was never a sta
Craigavon understood that it was not
state, and that its effectiveness existed
direct proportion to its inactivity. Wher
Lemass and O’Neill lured the Nationalig
party into the farce of “constructive
opposition”, the explosion followed.

British politicians knew very well that
Northern Ireland was not a state, and th
it was dysfunctional, but it served the
purposes. And they were happy to blan
the consequences of the pseud
democracy on thésectarianism” of the
people who were subject to it. Ferritg
guotes a British civil servant: “the rea
niggers in the woodpile over this stokin
of ancient hates” were the teachers of t

- Short-Cuts - Short-Cuts- Short-Cuts- Short-Cuts- Short-Cuts- Short-Cuts- Short-Cuts-

exchange the members were benefiting

THE BusH VICTORY h >

‘Minor’ because it is unlikely that Kerry Short the members were being asked to
would have halted the plunder of Iragi P2y @ membership fee to help create an

2 Italso might be a pyrrhic victory. At companies.

inpresentthe USA has abalance of payments Some Credit Union members wanted
deficit of 600 billion dollars a year. In t0 Use the cheaper commercial insurance

t plainlanguage its level of consumption isG0mpanies, but nevertheless wished to
dominance has enabled it to live off theServices. It seems that there is an internal

rest of the world. But has the empire overPOWer struggle within the organisation as

atreached itself? a result of some costly errors in the past

¢ BushJunior, unlike Senior has plungedSuch as afailed computer system. Anyway,
he the country into the Iragi mire. Who knows in steps the Competition Authority and
b-what other adventures he will launch? HisPacks the dissident members. A case was
politics, which are based on religious Prought to the High Court and the court
r fundamentalism, allow him to be relatively confirmed the values of ‘individualism’
| autonomous of capitalist interests in the@S represented by the Competition
0 USA. There mustbe manyinthe AmericanAuthority. Legal Costs amounted to over
'®establishment who are wondering if half a million and at the time of writing it

religious orders (p462), and apparently co,.00 W's conservative east coastS Unclear whether the Authority (i.e. the

agrees.

But he displays a modicum o
sympathy: “The bitter nationalist reactio
to the state in the 1920s was inevitab
given the brutality experienced by som
of their population” (p283). But the
bitterness accompanying Partition wou

have worn away if it had been open to the

Northern Catholics, as it was to th
Southern Protest#s) D participate in the
political life of the statewith a possibility
of becoming Chinet Ministers in
Whitehall through actity in the Labour
Party of the state. (Theactually elected
an MP to take the Labour Whip at
Wesminster and ths @en the politics of
the state to themulb he was refused the
Whip.)

The explosion dth e Northern Ireland
state”in mid-August 189, which was the
central cause of ewgthing that has
happened since, i®t esen mentioned by
Ferriter.

Leaving aside thepening decade of
the century, the @at War, the rising, the
1918 Election, th@redy, and the North,
Ferriter's book isan nteresting gossipy
ramble through fe in the Free State
Republic. The dgeription of the Free
State in the 1930s as gdiaying “an almost
Stalinist antagonia to modernism” (a
guotation from Teene Brown) is odd,
given that Stalirem was pulveising
everything that was traditional in Russ
and shaping it ito the material of a
powerful modernstae, but it doesn’t
matter in the leastWhat matters is that]
Ferriter got the iportant things wrong,

N of the Empire.

le

€ Creoim Unions: A M ap COMPETITION
q AUTHORITY ProSEcuTION

F in the best of all possible worldSuch is

the thinking belmd the Competition
Authorities in Irelaad and other EU states.
Unfortunately tle markets cannot be
trusted to be freemathdr own. So the free
market ideologes nsist on ... state
interference.

What evils las the State-financed
Competition Autlority protected the Irish
people from inrecant months? In its
relentless struggte protect the world for
allright thinking eopk it has successfully
sued the Irish Lepue of Gedit Unions.

The Irish Legue of Credit Unions!
But surely there mstbe some mistake.
The ILCU has ben one of the most
successful institignsin Irish life. It has
allowed ordinary peple in financial
trouble to have accesto cheap credit,
credit that would at beavailable from the
banks. Who knas how many people
have been savedin the tutches of loan
sharks as a resudf the Credit Unions.

So what crimehas the ILCU

A committed? Appardty it decided to
In order to do thig required its members
to subscribe tots rew life assurance
company. Thesubsciptions were

thus ensuring revisiost approval.

Brendan Clifford
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marginally abovéhe narket rates, but in

expand and enterdtife assurance market.

preserve the long term material interestill-

This case raises questions for other
organisations with collective arrange-
ments. Will collective insurances policies
on behalf of Trade Unions and other

If only the market was free of state Organisations be banned on the grounds of
interference, everything would be the besfot allowing choice to individual

members?

Meanwhile, th€ompetition Authority
boss John Fingletowas called before a
Dail Committee teexplain his activities.
Inthe course of quisning, he complained
thathe received no cooperation from the
commercial inswance companies. We
wonder why. Andyet he brings a case
againstthe Credit Unions who were trying
through their philsophy of self help to
provide an alternative. Well done John!

Fingleton indiated that his organisa-
tion needed mordaff. We have a better
suggestion: Donincrease its staff. Wind
it up before it doeany more damage!

KHRuUsHCHEV AND THE IRIsH TIMES

Just over 40years ago in 1964 a
momentous ewd occurred. Nikita
Khrushchev, theeader of the Soviet
Union, was forcedo resign. Power was
transferred peacdfuto atroika consisting
of Brezhnev, Kosgin and Mikoyan. The
Soviet Union wasujte forthcoming as to
the reasons. Therwas a long list of
Khrushchev’s erns including a lack of
“modesty and conscience” and
“subjectivism”. This referredto initiatives
he introduced whout first consulting



Communist Party and State Institutions. EuroPean CONSTITUTION THE EUROPEAN CONSTITUTION
In a reference to the Cuban missile crisis A French comrade has sent ugeal I'Humanitésuggests that a constitution
in 1962 he was accused‘atlventurism”  daily newspaper to read. Unlike the jg supposed to unite people around broad
and“defeatism”. He was also accused of gibberish which passes for journalism in principles, therefore most constitutions
“harebrained schemes”. His economic our country the French newspaper gre not detailed. The EU Constitution is
reforms were a disaster and he wanted td’Humanitédescribes the world as itis. In very detailed. There are some points
introduce bourgeois democracy by particular it describes what decent peopleregarding a social Europe but these are
creating two Communist Parties: one for have to do to make a living. Yes! There is vague. There are also points about a market
the Workers and one for the Peasants. a world beyond the diet of spin, press economy and these are very detailed. In
Khrushchev was a hero of one of his releases and propaganda that is served upHumanité's view the EU constitution
successors, Gorbachev, which promptsby our newspapers. will be one of the few constitution’s in the
the thought that if Khrushchev had been  The edition we have to hand devotesyorld that will incorporate capitalism as
allowed to continue as he was doing aftertwo pages to the struggles of workers ingn economic model. Not even the US
1964 the Soviet Union might have the Peugot car factories in Mulhouse. Thecgnstitution goes this far.
collapsed more than 20 years earlier tharBosses have decided to wage a war against Although the communists are united,
it actually did! “sick leave”. The average amountof sick the socialist party is split. The No 2 Lauren
ko o leave in Peugot (also the owner of the Fapjus is opposed. It's possible that he
Ten years after the resignation of Citroen brand) amounts to 53 hours or could be a presidential candidate, although
Khrushchev there was also a peacefulabout 1.5 weeks per worker per year. Thelike Michael Noonan in Ireland he has a
change in the power structure witfihe  French employers’ organisation believes dodgy record on Blood contamination.
Irish TimesButd'Olier Street was far less that an acceptab|e level is about 40 hOUI‘S—|e also was a former Prime minister.
forthcoming than the Kremlin. The most or just over a week per year. There will be a referendum on this
successful Editor of the newspaper ever,  The newspaper describes the campaignissue within the Socialist Party in early
Douglas Gageby, apparently decided toof intimidation that has been waged pecember. This is going to be very
retire from his position even though he ranging from: threatening letters; significant. Unfortunately most of the
was only in his mid fifties. He resigned as withdrawal of holiday leave; no annual socialist leaders are for the Constitution
director a year later. Major Thomas pay increases; right up to the sacking ofincluding Francois Holland (the rather
Bleakley McDowell was accorded almost ‘offenders’ for trivial and sometimes pgn descript leader), Lionel Jospin and
dictatorial powers, although this wasn’t spurious reasons. Jacques Delors.
clear at the time. Despite his Britisharmy  One worker in his early fifties, who The annoying thing is that this
background there was no evidence ofhas been a Peugot employee for thirtyconstitution was decided behind closed
military backing for this bloodless coup. years, described the changes in that timegoors with very little consultation and if
The British Foreign Office inanote to In former paternalistic times if you were you oppose it you are anti-Europe, a
the British Ambassador five years before sick the foreman would visit you after reactionary and narrow minded nationalist.
Gageby's resignation indicated that:  work to find out how you were. Now the s like the Nice referendum all over
“McDowell did not seek ammunition - foreman rings you up and asks you whenggain. Blackmail.
for use against his _edltor, but he did, asyou will be back and if you don’t say the
Zgllfyf(t)ngaEs(;[it(r)r:ingggersas'tneerZagg?lf)get| following day you can expect a lecture. \yrgent rish Times Christmas Appeal
S y No polite enquiries as to your well being
Official British sources have also because the foreman’s bonus depends o
alleged that McDowell denounced Gageby ~ .. : S P Dear Reader,
as a‘renegade or white nigger'on cutting sick leave rates in his team. Such Christmas is a time for thinking of
Northern matters is modern factory discipline. h | ; 9
. The policy of the bosses assumes thaPthers less ortunate_ than ourselves. In
this season of goodwill we appeal to our

Irish Timeshistorian Tony Gray, who . ) . .
died recently, was forced to abandon hisS'Ck Ieav-e |sach0|c¢ t_)ythe workers. It 'Sr ders to giv nerously to a new and
' also denies the possibility that some of the"®2ders 10 give generously 1o a new a

official history of The Irish Time@ 1982 sick leave may be work-related. The worthy charity.

because of‘sensitivities” over the . h h had th
restructuring in 1974 physical nature of assembly worI§ over Int e past year you have ha t e
The world has seén alot of changes inMa"y years has always resulted in backopportunity to read some heartrending
the last thirty vears. The Soviet Uni%n is and joint problems. This has been stories of journalistic ineptitude. Now is
o more Ge%myan i.s united. Mao Zedon exacerbated by the pressures'wbrld your chance to help! There is a desperate
and TcHan Kai}(/:hek died within twog class manufacturing™No slackis allowed. shortage of guide dogs and white canes in
ears of the?restructurin " of The Irish Also in former times older workers could the offices ofThe Irish Timesnd only a
Yrimes Enver Hoxha ongIbania is lon expect to transfer to lighter tasks after asmall amount of money could remedy this
one 9 few years, but the new methods of appalling state of affairs.
g Hé)wever The Irish Timesnonolith production have eliminated these jobs.
has moved élowl and ideoloaical purit Even tasks like sweeping the factory floor
has been maintz)a/ined Mch?weII F;elin)f have been subcontracted out to cut costs.  Guide Dog Christmas Appeal,
uished his position a.s Chief Executive A grim situation then, but are there the The Stevie Wonder School
?or Life in 1%97 He remained on as S&Me problems in Multinational of Journalism,
Chairman ofTheI.rish Times Trust Limited companies in this country? You may be D’Olier Street,
(the politburo of the newspaper) unti sure there are and worse. Manufacturing Dublin 2.
P bap practices tend to be global. But don’t

December 2001 and is still honorary : . Lo . .
President for Life of The Irish Times expect to read about them in Irish And remember: give a little, it'll help a
newspapers! lot!

Group.

Please send all contributions to:
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The Remembrance Festival 1he Week
In Torment
the UK Government to Remembrance (of It has always been there, but | have ot

the dead of all the wars fought by ‘Britain’ really noticed it until this year. The band ¢f therogtgnpriscg:tsefagr?:lmzrll'r:rt}itlr:/ti "n
since 1914, including all the National the Royal Marines forming itself into thg g up gronal paril :
Liberation struggles from that of Ireland shape of an anchor was what brought niSEngIand was shot down in flames by the
to—well, {Northern} Ireland; and now, element home to me. Young people wgreP€ople of the North East of England.
Irag—the third, or is it fourth? change of notas prominent as they have been in gasf hey—or at least the ones who bothered
‘regime’, the UK has forced, or helped to years (presumably the people who to go out and vote—rejected the offer of
force, on Baghdad)The Timeg¢Saturday, choreograph this business do not want|toan Assembly for an area which included
November 13, 2004) had an article, leave images of—British—children Northumbriaand Durham, and some other
Television’s Young Viewers Ensure Thatinvolved in war in the minds of viewerg: bits of the the English North East.
We Never Forget The reporter, Adam and this show is unambiguously designgd
Sherwin, expressed surprise at the fact thafor viewing). Towards the end of the event
the Cenotaph ceremony (in Whitehall), and two teenagers were shown bringing so
the actual Festival of Remembrance (heldelement to the ‘drum-head’ altar, whi factthatit was essentiallv daft beina pret
in the Royal Albert Hall on the Saturday was going to serve for the Blessing b . . . y g pretty
eve of Remembrance Sunday), are attracting@ishop from the Church of England highonthe listadmittedly. There was also
very large and youthful television Law Established. (The Scottish regimerfts the factthatthe proposed Assembly would
audiences. Part of this has to do with themust be largely Presbyterian—tHe Simply replicate (and complicate) the work
fact that these are partially ‘living history’, Established Church of Scotland—and of the current Local Government set-up.
but a great deal of it has to do with the factRoman Catholic.) The youngsters, (the It was seen as simply another tier of
that the Royal British Legion has been boy a ‘Caucasian’ as it is comically calldd professional politicians with not an awful
targeting schools and colleges for the pastin America, the girl an ‘Asian’,—meaning Iot to do with their time. (Municipal
decade. The Legion is behind the re-fromthe Indiansubcontinent—thoughthefe government is, in effect, salaried work
introduction of the two minutes’ silence at are probably more soldiers of Afror {hase days, and the public does not really
11.00amonthe act_ualdate ofthe Armistice, Caribbean originin the Army than ‘Asians’), relish this turn. Local Government was
November 11—which has been, atthe leastwalked through the massed ranks of servjce - . .
an embarrassing interruption of most personnel who were all in ‘dress unifornt. mare effective a_nd efﬂmentvyhen ftwas a
people’s routine. Not every single citizen As serving regiments were notrepresent d’voluntqry offering of service by the
of the UK wants to commemorate the defeatitwas not as colourful as it could have begn.Councillors backed up by a skeletal staff
of England’s armed forces in Ireland, Itis usually, with the fancy uniforms of thp and covering small aredscal).
Cyprus, Kenya, South Yemen, or their older regiments, a kitsch, even camp,
scuttling away from India and ‘Israel’. elementinthe Festival. Asthe RIR (Royal  But there may be another reason for
However, the ritual will, of course, and is Irish Regiment) is partially involved i rejection, a folk-memory of something
probably designed to, impress captive Iraq, it did not get its usual warm welcome quite horrible, pushed into the farthest
audiences like school students. to the floor of the Hall. The Festivalis no, reaches of the Geordies' collective
Now thatthe UK is at war—again—this despite what the Legion pretends, an event,nconscious. Until 1967 the far North of
year’s ceremonies were somewhat subduedthe politically radical might feel comfortabl
as was the wearing and (presumably)attending.
purchasing, of Poppies. The latterwerenot The slightly acerbic element in  ~ . .
as universally in evidence as they haveEdwards’s commentary was totally missing, station announcer'in Belfastused, among
been for the past decade or so. The Britisithe next morning, from Fergal Keanels Other things, to read the weather forecast
public may not be campaigning on the input to the description of the ceremonylat for “Cumberland, Westmoreland,
streets against the war on—and now in—the Cenotaph. This was on Radio 4UK, andNorthumberland and Durham”.
Iraq, butthey are making plain their distaste Keane seemed to move himself, if nobofly
for the involvementin Iraq of the UK State. else, as is only fitting in someone whofis  There was also some exchange of
The BBC still gave over two and a half changing himself from a Cork Republicgn programmes, Northern Ireland got jolly
hours prime time television to The Royal into a fit recipient of whatever is next aft¢r fo|k-song shows, they got—among other
British Legion Festival of Remembrance a mere me_mbershlp of_the Order of_t € things—The Week in Stormamalled, by
on Saturday 13th November. It was British Empire. To be fair to Keane—lik
introduced by the newsreader, Huw the late Richard Dimbleby—he hasto us
Edwards (who is probably a major member particular type of microphone, which makes
of what is derisively known as the Taffia. him sound breathily reverential. But He o
This is the Welsh-language educated, Beebwas breathily reverential when he hadjto 't was a quarter hour that justified, in
dominating, Cardiff-dwelling element in mention the Queen or other members of {hdtself, the consumption of large quantities
the Principality which is now attemptingto Royal Family, who are usually out in forge of ‘Newky Brown'. Italso introduced the
conquer London. They've been pretty for this ceremony. (Who decided that the people of the far North of England to the
successful so far). Duke of Kent was fit to be a field marshal? horrors of ‘regional government'—is it
Atone pointinthe proceedings he statedDid he not get all the way from Lieutenant any wonder they rejected the offer? They
that the ‘entertainment’ part of the evening to Captain in his fifteen years in actupl had at least twenty-two years of the Week
was over, and the serious section was abouservice?) in Torment.
to begin. Presumably he meant what can Sean McGouran
only be described as the ‘military-kitsch’ (Next Month: French Remembrance)
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These days a weekend is given over byelement of the Festival.

A number of reasons have been put
®forward by the media for the rejection: the

h

England shared a radio wave-length with
Northern Ireland. The rather plummy

the very few people who listened toit “The
eek in Torment'.
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WORK continued response was to give an incentive for12 back to the ICTU Executive.

married women to remain outside the

workforce by giving the married couple McCreevy himself, and others hafe

the benefit of two Tax-Free Allowances argued thatitwasn’'t so much the princifle

and Tax Bands whether the women wasof Tax Individualisation itself but th

working or not. manner in which it was being introducdgd.
He argued:

However, it is remarkable that in the
country that is the powerhouse of the
world economy, the USA, Individual-
isation is not practised. There is Family

Taxation. Globalising and homogenising Was Charles Haughey, once again

are much more US policies for the rest of ypoqq of his time? “l used the phrase individualisati
the world than for the US itself. of the standard rate band and that ot
) ) o ICTU JiBs transformed into the phrage
A consideration worth taking into e Trade Union movement had a  individualisation of the tax code.
account when we ponder on the reasongnique opportunity twelve months laterat ~ brought up the concept of individug-
why Bush was re-elected, instead of ¢ gnqoran Biennial Delegate Confer-  isation and conjured up images bf
prattling on about how stupid people in oc6 ofthe Irish Congress of Trade Unions ~ Margaret Thatcher and all that typefor
the US are?How Can 58,640,761 People (ICTU) in July, 2001, when a motion thing”, he said. (The Sunday Triburfg,

be so Dumb?{The Mirror, 4.11.2004). calling for the restoration of equal 5.11.2000).

) treatment for the 102,000 single income
But what is so wrong about ¢ iicc \was put on the agenda. But the Well, he had four years to correct the

‘individualisation'? After all, it makes so Jibertarians’ howled and wailed Motion single greatest ‘anomaly’
much sense from a utilitarian/market Individualisation—and what did he do
perspective.

STANDARD RATE TAX BAND

And perhaps, its very economic
rationality is a pointer as to the damage SINGLE TWO-INCOME ONE-INCOME
done. Individualisation of the tax code is PERSON FAMILY FAMILY
an outward sign of inward changes in the
social structures of the society. The crucial 2000
guestion, however, is whether society can21,585 euros 43,171 euros 35,552 euros
be based on atomised individuals acting
from monetary self-interest. Mebd Ruane 2001
posed this question in an extreme form: 25,394 euros 50,789 euros 36,822 euros
“If the things we do for love don’t count,

then why bother to love at all?(lrish
Times, 6.12.1999).

Following the 198MMurphy Cag in
the Supreme Court, the Haughey
Government respaled ly doubling the
Tax-Free Allowance fomarried couples
and doubling theifaxBands. The liberal
element which bzkedthe Murphy case
must have had meédfeelings about the
outcome. Before tnMurphy case, the tax
system penalisedtharied women who
were working by elninating their Personal
Allowance and &x Bands. Haughey’s

Dueto
pressure offgace
several iters,
includinga reply
to a Northen Ireland
reader, a ng@ort of the
Brian Murply meding
on British Propganda,
and a letr from

Australia,
have been held ove
to the Janary issug.

SECOHMTS Nao TenedpoHyY: 021 4277151

2002
28,000 euros 56,000 euros 37,000 euros

2003
28,000 euros 56,000 euros 37,000 euros

2004
28,000 euros 56,000 euros 37,000 euros
Four Budgets latavicCreevy did nothing to alter the anti-Family stance he had

taken in 1999!

Next Month: McCreevy's Agenda in Europe
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Work continued

IRISH GovERNMENT Stuby OF CHILDREN

The Government has commissione
massive study of Irish children. It wil
take 10,000 children from birth, and 8,0(
children from age nine, and track thg
progress through life for seven years. T
technical name for this is a longitudinal
study.

ir

The Government has also set up
All-Party Oireachtas Committee on th
Constitutionto study the place of the
Family in the Constitution:

“The All-Party Oireachtas Committe
on the Constitution,which is charge
with reviewing the Constitution in it
entirety, is now examining these Articlds

a‘Individualisation™ for Income Tax:

he

AN

The Startabloid, in a piece of popula

journalism in mid-Summer,

Charlie’s 10 Biggest-Cock-ups
In tenth place wasMcCreevy’s

“Individualisation means lesse
taxes for families where both paren
work.

“However, it penalises familie$
where one spouse optsto stay atho

“The move was criticised as being
anti-family and an attempt to forc
parents who are caring for childrgn
into the workforce” (Star, 22.7.2004)

Having difficulty finding a tenttfCock-
Up”, the ‘Individualisation’ issue was
good as any to fill up a space in b

ANTI-FAMILY BUDGET
This was the background to the

to ascertain the extent to which they are introduction of the 2000 Budget by Charlgs

community, with a view to decidin
whether changes in them would brirjg
aboutagreater balance betweenthe

The Organisation for Economic Cg-

operation and Development (OECD) has

issued a Report titleBabies And Bosse
The report deals with reconciling wor|
and family life in Austria, Ireland an
Japan.

“The cat is let out of the bag in th
opening lines of the report, which sgy
that the reconciliation of work and famil
life directly involves two goals that ar
important to individuals and td
societies—the ability to participate fully
in the labour market, and to provide tH
best for oe’s children, giving them theg
care and nurturing they need.

“The repat describes labour marke
participation as ‘the most importar
social activity of modern life’, so theie
no doubt about which of & two
aspirationsis regarded as morpartant
by the OECD” (Fimla Kennedy,
Economis, The Sundayusiness Post,
21.11.20@).

Ms Kennedy reports #t Ireland has a
higher proportion of mothers of youn
children inthe workforce than eithe
Austria or Japan!

CHARLES McCREEVY AND
| NDIVIDUALISATION
OnJuly 21st, 2004, Glles McCreevy
was apointed Ireland’s EU
Commissioner.

The ideological landmark o
McCreevy’'s political career was th
introducton of Tax Individudisation.
However, the media made little or n
comment on this itheir ailogies of July
22,2004.

”

families:

“The Budget crisis was take
advantage of with skillful opportunis
by the Trade Union leadership, anpd
SIPTU in particular. But it was not

crisis that was caused by discontgnt

with the Budget by the Trade Uniong.
There would have been no Budggt
crisis, if it had been left to the Tra
Unions. The crisis was caused

e.

forward by the unions. Yes, it appearg
that he was listening to the trade unionj§.
He is prepared to give the relief wq
were looking for. This is based o
social partnership.

“People willwant to study the detai
and it will be discussed by the soci
partners but yes, he is going in thg
rightdirection” (The Sunday Busines}
Post, 12.12.1999).

“But this urbane stance would ndg
longer do when the revolt of back
bench TDs in response to pressu
from their constituents put the Budgd
in severe jeopardy. It was one thing t
nod the Budget through before th
backwoodsmen had made it politicall
problematical. SIPTU therefore joineg
the opposition, withdrew from the talk
about a new wages agreemen
partnership deal, but declared that t
issue in the crisis was the position
the low-paid, and did its best to los
the issue of Individualisation” (ibid.)

Fianna Fail broke with its roots in thq
2000 Budget. It adopted the economical
liberal approach of the Progressiv
Democrats. The PDs had finally capturs
the social conscience of Fianna Falil.

The Globalist element of that Mg
Creevy 2000 Budget lies mainly in itd

the erosion of the family by the¢
Thatcherite Individualisation brough
in by McCreevy.SIPTU welcomed
the Budget at firshiot suspecting tha
the ‘backvard’ eements were still
strong enog h tdaunch a serious
assault aga st.itAnd then they
hijacked thee risisrad sought to divert
it away fromt he isge that had cause
it, because thewwere strongly in
agreement with # Government on
that issue”( IrishPolitical Review,
January, 2000).

“Rosheen Callender, SIPTU’$
Equality Officer, wetomed indivi-
dualisation” in pnciple”, but said
there werebe tter ays to recognisg
the additimal workrelated costs tha
arose where twogrents in a family
were wokin g” @.12.1999, lrish
Times. A s he Sunday Independen
reported, a t he daafter the Budget
she “rubbshed sggestions that thg
Budgetwa ei thermti-women or anti-
family” (12.12.199).

“...0On Radio na Gaeltachta th
afternoon of the Bdget, SIPTU
President Des Gegaty was asked if
Minister McCreevyhad been singing
the trade unions’ sm.

“It is very interesting that he is|
going very clage tothe proposals pulf

the Individual. Charles McCreevy's ided
was to give tax benefits to all at work (
well as to thoseni receipt of unearned
income) and rema any preference for
the Family.

Tax Individualsation was initiated in
Britain by MargareThatcher and is being
continued by NewviLabour, though it has
now begun to gehe wobbles with Tory
announcements toelp the Family. The
Tax Individualisation perspective
considers labour done for awage to be t
only useful formof activity for anyone
who is not an eployer of others or of
himself. Butin Brigiin it was implemented
gradually.

McCreevy’'s D00 Budget was an
attempt to introdoe Thatcherisation at
one fell swoop. Depite all the European-
isation and the Cet Tiger, ‘progress’ in
Ireland still meangollowing the British
pattern And there is the added incentiv
in that the abolition of the historical sak
category ofhousewife” helped to drive
women out to worlkand relieve the labour
shortage, regardis of human or social
cost.

continued on page 2
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* Almost a third of workers pay more for childcare than for their mortgages!
* More than half of all Irish mothers with children aged up to three, go out to work, with 26% in full time employment!
* The decline in fertility that has occurred in Ireland has occurred within marriage. Births outside marriage have risen!
* Almost one in four of those entering childbearing years is now deciding to remain childless!

WORK

AND

MORE WORK!

Might we, for once, ape the social have been resisted! The French havehis family, and more likely to be engagd

positives of mainland Europe and leave sought deliberately to protect the social, in the type of labour that maintains hj

the Brits and their market and protestantcultural and economic position of the dignity. He is, to be blunt, less likely tha
social mores all to themselves and thepaterfamiliag. Traditional French his Ameranglian counterpartto be flippi
‘Eastenders’. industries, from Dassault through Renaulthamburgers, wearing a security guard
to Thomson, Elf and countless others, uniform, or filling supermarket shelves
A stable family life, increasingly being have enjoyed support in the past from an
eroded in Ireland, is a virtue of French indulgent, paternalist State. French  The proportion of live births outsidg
society. The full-time services of the agriculture, and high culture, have beenwedlockinthe EU as awhole in 1998, w
mother or a parent in the home would sheltered from the chilliest winds, 26%, but 37.6% in the UK. Statistics o
greatly reduce the incidence of a mass ofreinforcing a sense of collective national teenage mothers are even more striking

socid evils, almost all of which cost the

endeavour and proteng the position of

community money, as well as much social the breadwinner.

pain and suffering.
In Britain, the decline of traditional

established patterns of empinent. In
particular it saw manual, senied and

skilled male workers in their middle years steady income with which to provide for

thrown out of the ld jobs which gave

* Paterfamilias: Lfather of the family

22.9% of new mihers in the UK are age(

15-19, compared with just 6.9% in Frandg.

In 1987, the French Governme

In France, the protected position ofthe headed by Chirac, introduced
industries led to the destruction of long- middle-aged, semi-skilled male worker Homemaker's Allowance. Any Frenc

makes him an attraee partner, worth
retaining. He is mordikely to have a

them security and sl prestige, while

Subscibers to the maagine areegularly

new jobs were increasingly taken up by offered special rates on other publication

the young and, especially, by women.

This brought about a huge culturs
shift in the type of individual in
employment with the resultant cdal
changes.

That process, which has seen tf

traditional breadwinner lose out anEIi
n

families become more fragile, has be
givenretrospective justification by a belief
in historic inevitability every bit as rigid
as any Marxist doctrine. The economic
forces which brought this socia
convulsion about are held by mogt
commentators to be irresistible.But the
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parent, mother or father, staying at ho
to mind the children, even if the spous
had an outside job, received the Allowand

Over 185,000 French families benefittefj.

The Allowance was subject to twi
conditions. There must be at least th

children of school age in the family. Thig
parent looking after them must hag

worked for at least two years.

The Homemakr’'s Allowance—
wrongly cdled a “wage”™—was paid in
addition to Family Allowances which
already provided for families with two o
more dildren. “A mother, or indeed a
father, should be able to have the choics
going out to worlor staying at home tg
bring up her or hizhildren”, M. Chirac
stated at the time.

| continued on page j 3
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I eWe ysu a letter recerding my meeting with McDewell
on 30 October. I am corry for the brief delay, but I have
bsen away from the Department for most of this week,

2, ¥cDowell ‘phoned Jjust after I had returned from
Belfast, He had only a few hours to spare, but had I
think errenged those few hours in ths hope that he could
meet someone from the Office. The short time available
meant that I could not arrange for others to Join us, but
thlis was perhaps no bad thing at a first meeting.

3. We had a lengthy talk over lunch, ranging over many
Irish matters, and the newspaper world especially, but if

I had to sum up very briefly what McDowell really had to

8oy I think it would be that he wants to help and is willing
to be used as & 1ink., (This does not exclude the point of
guidance you recorded in your letter of 2 October, but 1t
does go rather further), I do not think he has anything
specific, or dramatic, in mind; the offer is rather the
result of those feelings of duty and anxiety thet many who
are emctionally both British and Irish must now be experienc-~
ing. (I suppose Constmntine Fitzgibbon i1s another current
example,) McDowell himself said he had hitherto, for
obvious newspaper reasons, tried to keep free of those
constrainte that follow if a newspaperman forms am honour-
able allisnce with the official world, but the present
Bituation wa® eo serlious and so different he thought he
ought to offer his services. His qualifications are his
contacts in both capitals, and his acceptability in White-
hall terms through his service in the Judge Advocate
General's department,

L. I said we were grateful for this offer, and we would
certainly bear it in mind. However, there was no attempt
in Dublin to ostracise you or dramatise a confliet by
cutting the obvious diplomatic llnks., But after years of
relative quiet we were faced with & new siltuation, and in
deciding how best to handle 1t obviously we were glad to
learn of possible new resources. I promised to return his
hospitality on his next visit, and he seemed content,

His Excellemoy
Sir Andrew Gilohrist, K.C.M.G.
Britieh Embassy,
Dublin,
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CONFIDENTIAL

5. McDowell did not seek ammunition for use against
hie Editor, but he did, as you forecast, mention rather
apologetically that Editor's excesaive zeal. He also
told me that he knew Sneddon, of the Belfast Telegraph,
who is a contact of Oliver Wright's, and who was once
briefly lent to the Irish Times by Lord Thompaon to
advise on the paper's finances.

6, At the moment I think it would be useful, so far as
we in the Department are concerned, to keep in touch with
McDowell, to kesp him briefed in general terms, and to
encourage him to forward the moderates' cause in his
paper, This is very much what you had in mind. Beyond
that I cannot see mn go-between role for him, but that

would be more a matter for you to suggest if you found
doors closed to you,

T 1 am sending a copy of this letter to Oliver hright
in Belfast.

(W.K,K. White)

coc. Mr. John Peck
kr. #1linson (FUSD)
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