IRISH B June 2004
P O L I T I CA L [The Irish Times Trust Ltd. |

Taxation & Property
Volume 19 No 6 R EV I EW Labour Comment
(Back Page)

Incorporating
The Northern Star Workers' Weekly VOIﬂggrilsoggzgeégG [Contents: See Page TWo

Citizenship
Breach Of The Peace? Referendum

The Not Guilty verdict on the simply walked in and took them, and The Referendum on Citizenship will
‘Columbia Three’ came dsomething of  “Stormontgate’; the supposed penetration be passed as a confidence trick. It will not
asurpriseto the Editor of thérish Times  of the upper echelons of Northern Ireland reduce the number ofimmigrants/asylum-
(April 27), though the reporting of the government by spies acting for Sinn Fein. seekersliving in Ireland, though itis widely
evidence, evenin her own paper, was such believed that it will do so and itis likely to
thatany other verdictwould have appeared  All three have now turned out to be be carried on that basis. It will bring race
perverse. Her front page headlines did notbogus. And, unlessthe appealin Columbiainto the definition of Irish nationality in
even announce that the verdict iast reverses the verdict, all three will be quietly the Constitution.
guilty”. She declared editorially tHathe forgotten as issues, without any
Irish people are entitled to an explanation acknowledgement that they were bogus. The object of the Referendum is to
as to why it was necessary to travel onThey can be quietly forgotten becauseremove the existing automatic right of
phoney passports=an unheard of thing they were not actually believed by those citizenship of all people born on the island
in our orderly world of the present day, is who waxed indignant about them. The of Ireland, whatever the land of origin of
it? And she found comfort in the Report Castlereagh accusation was strictly their parents. It will be replaced by a
of the“IMC” , which would counter any incredible. Professor Bew, David highly conditional and uncertain provision
“‘temporary respite to Sinn Fein'that  Trimble’'s close adviser, purported to which gives an Irish Minister of Justice
resulted from the Columbia verdict. believe it, but in general the rumour was the effective right to determine what

circulated as fact in a mental condition of children born in Ireland of foreign

Columbia was one of the three major suspended disbelief. nationals will be Irish. This is because,
planks justifying the reverse to the peace under the new legislation, one of the
process launched by the British Govern-  (when Sir John Chilcottwas appointed parents of a child born in Ireland must
ment in October 2002 and supported by ex-Communist Party Secretary of Statehave obtained a Certificate of authorised
enthusiastically by thiish Times The  john Reid to investigate the break-in, residence from the Minister of Justice and
other two were the theft, in broad daylight, Unionist Freddie Cobain complained that must have held such a Certificate for three
from Castlereagh high security barracks one section of the Intelligence service wasyears prior to the birth. The parents may
pf high security documents by men who o ® beingaskedtoinvest- have lived in Ireland for twenty years, and

; | igate the misdeeds of the child may have been born and reared
another Ipside Poli- in Ireland but—without such a
tics, Radio Ulster, Certificate—it will not be lIrish.
23.3.2002). In the Presumably the Minister of Justice will
same discussion, notissue such Certificatesto people inthe
Denis Bradley (Vice-  Northern jurisdiction, which means that
Chairman of the infuture no children born to ‘foreigners’
Policing Board) was in Northern Ireland will be able to claim
angered that the pre- Irish citizenship.
| rogatives of the
Policing Board had The Referendum will not reduce the
been usurped by the numbers of foreigners living in Ireland.
Reid appointment. Firstthere are huge numbers living in and
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declaring it to be a criminal organisation,
and attempting ttout” Gerry Adams as

a member of the IRA. Adams admits to
being a member of Sinn Fein. He is, after
all, its President. The Taoiseach etc. hold
that Sinn Feinand the IRA are one, and yet
they demand that he should admit to being
a member of the IRAas well thus
contradicting their own contention that
the two are one.
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We recall thatwhen Garret FitzGerald
was Taoiseach he declared, on the eve of
every election in the North, that every
vote for Sinn Fein was a vote for the IRA.
But, when the Sinn Fein vote increased, as
itdid in every election, he went back to the
position of asserting that the IRA was an
unrepresentative minority. The Dublin
attitude to the North has always been shot
through with this kind of duplicity.

BREEcmea

The Apprenticeship Of Bomber Bull Pat Walsh (Part 2 dthe Irish Times
Defends Terror Bombing

Finian McGrath Challenges Inflammatory Statements On
Columbia 3 Case Press Release

The Clonbanin Column

Communism In France John Martin

Laughing Into A Void? Sean McGouran

Today the IRA is simultaneously
condemned and depended upon by the
Labour Commentedited by Pat Maloney Dublin establishment—a phenomenon

Taxation On Property which is bizarrely displayed by Vincent
Browne in his Radio Eireann show, but is
Des Brown defended the Northern Irelandhas long been his understanding (everalso evident in Ahern’s approach. They
Office initiative on the grounds that the since his unfortunate experiences at thecall on Sinn Fein and urge immediate
police would also be conducting an United Nations) that the United States disbandment, and then in the next breath
enquiry. Inresponse to the demand for arruns the world. He disapproved of this they hope that Sinn Feinisin control of the
investigation by Nuala Haughey, Police arrangement at first but, following the IRAandremains so—otherwise there will
Ombudsman, Brown pointed out that if great conversion that he underwent in thebe a powerful resurgence of another strain
police involvement in the Castlereagh mid-1970s, he came to approve of it very Of Republican militarism.
incident was shown, she would then havestrongly. And, when Bush took over the
arole to play. Mike Brogden, Professor of White House and was given his head by A recent book by a megalomaniac
Criminology at Queen’s University, the World Trade Centre incident, it felt as historian has been appreciatively received
Belfast, in a separate interview held thatif all his birthdays had come together. As inthe RepublicRebelliondy Tom Dunne
the Special Branch was the main out- he revealed in his book on the Millennium, of University College, Cork. Dunne thinks
standing policing problem in Northern he is a Voltairean cynic dedicated to the that historians are the cause of the trouble
Ireland This WeekRTE 24.3.02). Itwas preservation of the West as an elite order,in the North and that historians writing a
taken for granted by everybody that the dominating the world, and he knows that new kind of history will cause the North to
theft was another incident in the long line cynicismis notitself capable of controlling Settle down.
of incidents related to the Stevens Inquiry the masses and it needs people with strong
into Collusion by which the security ser- beliefs asits instruments. Bush seemed tqh
vices caused vital documents to disappearbe the ideal instrument, and O’Brien began
Chilcott then reported to receptive earsto write RIP over Sinn Fein. He did not ” .
o . . : Ireland” to those who have experienced
that the Provos did it—there was no seemto notice the appointment of Richard . L o .
. ! the reality of it. Itis a constitutional entity
Report—and the media, with scarcely an Haas—one of the sanestand most compet- . hout parallel in the world. and it
exception, began to treat that bizarreent operatives in the Bush administration without pa !
: . . ..~ inevitably preserves and aggravates the
suggestion as established fact. But Chilcott—to Northern Ireland and the continuity national (sectarian” if you will)
has come up with no evidence to supportbetween the Clinton and Bush approach

o ) : antagonism on which it was based. It is
his informal suggestion, and we doubt in that sphere. not a possible framework of democratic
that he has looked very hard for it.) b

political life. And the reason there has

been a steady drift of votes from the SDLP
%o Sinn Fein is that the SDLP has allowed
itself to be remoulded by Dublin and
London influences into a party of illusion.
(The Hume/Sinn Fein dialogue was never

BEER [l

Catholics in the North know very well
atthe cause of the trouble in the North is
allthatis conveyed by the nafiNorthern

The breakdown in the Good Friday

Conor Cruise O’Brien has remained Agreementis notaconsequence of Bush’

understandably quiet about the ColumbiaWar On Terrorism. It is entirely home-

verdict. He had built a great ‘scenario’ on produced. Itis a product of the joint effort

it, as we reported in February 2004. Heof all those who signed the Agreement,

tookt_he trial to be a show trial, at the end minus S_lnn Fein, with Whlteh_all playing an SDLP/Sinn Fein dialogue, and in the
of which there would not be a verdict but the crucial role and Dublintagging along— ,

. . . absence of Hume the SDLP hadn't a clue

a sentence, and the ramifications of theand sometimes even taking the lead as a . .

. . . . . h : about how to conduct itself in the

sentence would put paid to Sinn Fein. Hetactical measure against Sinn Fein for 26.

. . . implementation of th Fri
took the trial to be a show trial because it County electoral purposes: for example,A plementation o e Good day
greement.)
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We said at the outset that there was
possibility that the GFA would work

autonomously as a power-sharing system

inthe North, and that its functioning would
depend on continuous pressure fro
outside. When London and Dublin began
by allowing David Trimble—who signed
the Agreement under duress—to delgy
the start of its implementation for a year

and a half, the Agreement was as good jas

dead.

Britain’s strategic positionin the world
is not understood in Ireland, and its Irish
strategy is actively misconceived—as @
result of its effectiveness.

Sweden was once a Great Power. |It

was a major participant in the 30 Years’
War which led to the Peace of Westphalia
in 1648—an event which England did nat

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Labour & Israel

The Ireland-Palestine Solidarity Campaign is sponsoring a petition which calls for
the suspension of the Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement between Israel and
the EU.

The Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement grants Israel favourable trading
rights with all EU states. Article 2 of this agreement states that it is based on respect for
human rights and International Law.

Michael D. Higgins (Labour spokesperson for Foreign Affairs) has signed the
petition on behalf of the Labour Party and its parliamentary members because of the
continuing outrageous breaches of International Law and the escalation in bregches of
the Fourth Geneva Convention by the Israeli authorities. He considers thatitis important
that the Council of the European Union take a position of principle and in particular that
it be seen to vindicate Article 79 of the Association Agreement in view of the breaches
of human rights which have taken place and which have been announced by the Israeli
authorities.

participate in and which Tony Blair has
recently repudiated. Westphalia estab-
lished the right of countries to make their

own religious arrangement, and has there-
fore been taken as the source of the

principle of national sovereignty. The

year after the Treaty was made, Cromwell
came to Ireland and the long English
attempt to impose a religion on the Irish
began. (The Penal Laws lasted for the
better part of two centuries.) And Blair

has now declared the era of national
sovereignty to be over.

After making considerable gains at the

Westphalia settlement, Sweden suffered a

considerable loss of power during the
following century and, after the Napol-
eonic Wars, settled down within itselfin a
self-absorbed sort of way.

The moment when Europe made the

Westphalia settlement was the momentyoyld result from the Northern Ireland

when England was caught by the itch of
intolerant expansionism. It began to

interfere here, there and eVeryWhere, and Peace is a utopian Object in the

could not stop interfering without ceasing
to be itself. Misjudged interference

between 1914 and 1945 led to drastic lossprinciple long before it was formalised
of power, butit never readjusted to amorejnto Darwinism, and it was re-asserted
modest position in the world. It appeared yecently by Blair. And when Douglas

That meansthat it lives by what was calledering peaceful relations between the two
“invisibles” when balance-of-trade figures communities in the North. It was as
used to be broadcast, thirty years ago. Atcertain as anything can be in politics that,
the start of the present British regime 300in a situation of communal conflict, the
years ago it was understood in ruling setting up of the larger community in
circles thatthere was a symbiotic relation- absolute dominance over the smaller
ship between trade and war, and it is wellcommunity, outside the democratic
understood today that the very comfortablestructures of the state, would prolong and
economic position which Britain has aggravate the communal conflict. And,
established for itselfis-a-visthe rest of since the deed was done by the most
the world would be unsustainable if the experienced body of politicians ever
State ceased to be a major military force,assembled in government, the assumption
seeking trouble spots to be active in. Itismust be that Northern Ireland was set up
not gong to settle down, Swedish-style, tofor a purpose beyond itself. And that
hard work and high thinking. purpose is not hard to find. It was to give

o , Britain ongoing leverage on the part of
Britain operates an ideology of peace | ojand which was escaping from it.
for those who prefer to be taken in by it,

butthe British State inits actual functioning
does not believe in the possibility of peace
as a prevailing condition in the world.
And it certainly did not believe that peace

The Irish State, in the damaged cond-
ition in which it emerged from the Treaty
War (into which it was forced by British
ultimatum), was incapable of sustaining
equal relations with Britain. By means of
sheer political virtuosity de Valera acted
the part of an equal for a generation, as did
Charles Haughey during the brief
opportunity that was allowed to him. And
Albert Reynolds might have done so if
poor advice had not left him vulnerable to
petty feuding.

entity which it set up 80 years ago.

operative British view. The view that life
is perpetual struggle was its guiding

to be doing so under Ted Heath and Haroldyrd was Foreign Secretary he actually ~ Fine Gael has not been in power for 70

Wilson, but it reverted to its old ways
under Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair.

Britain lives off the world to a degree
that no other country does. It began living
off the world in the mid-19th century
through a combination of military and
industrial power, and it now does so
through a combination of military and
financial power. It is a very affluent
country with little visible means of support.

used the wordsthe weapon of peace” years. It discredited itself during its last
Peace and war are means to an end, thperiod in power as Cumann na nGaedheal
end being power. Fromthatviewpointthe by its attempt to thwart democratic
state of war does not appear to be ardevelopment by use of the Treaty Oath,
intolerable condition. Whatis intolerable and its periods in office since 1932 have
is a condition of peace that lasts too long.been mere Coalition interludes. Power
lay with Fianna Fail, and therefore the
When Britain partitioned Ireland, it great mistakesyis a visthe North, were
did not set up Northern Ireland—instead made by Fianna Fail Taeoiseachs—Sean
of governing the Six Countiesas anintegralLemass and Jack Lynch. Lemass, not
part of Britain—for the purpose of engend- troubling to understand what Northern
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Ireland was, browbeat the “Constitutional afracas atapubin central Belfastinvolving Effectively there is a national uprising in
nationalists” into accepting the role of members of the same family, which was Iraq...
Official Opposition at Stormont, as if Republican in orientation. The Chief “Chair: Are you surprised by what's
Stormont was the Parliament of a demo-Constable put it about that Bobby Tohill happened?
cratic state. But Stormont was not a statewas kidnapped by the Provos (before  “Horgan: I'm surprised at the
and was not a democracy. The functionCCTV cameras) with the intention of incompetence of the Coalition. Normally
performed by the Opposition at West- torturing and killing him—and Enda you think of the USA as tough but
minster, and to a lesser extent in the Dail,Whatsisname—you know—the Leader of resourceful and effective, and here they've
was not possible in it. And the make- Fine Gael—tookthe allegationto be gospelbeen ineffective. And they've simply
believe of the late 1960s was one of thetruth in a Dail speech—as of course did been in denial... Looking forward, the
influences leading to the rupture of August Justice Minister McDowell. But, as priority should be fixing the problem but
1969. matters stand, Mr. Tohill has been chargedright now...
by the Chief Constable with conspiracyto  “Chair: How could they do that now?

Then Jack Lynch made his inflam- murder, the general understanding beingwhere are the agents who could fix it
matory speech abotriot standing (idly)  that this is punishment for his refusal to now?
by”, raising general expectations, and bring the charges against the Provos that “Horgan: Well, they cannot. They
setting in motion arrangements for the Chief Constable wanted him to bring. cannot hand over power to another set of

intervention, before breaking down under Quislings, because the mere fact that you
British pressure and scapegoating Use of the initials ‘IMC’ by thdrish get power from the Coalition will render
members of his Cabinet and Army. Timeswith regard to the Alderdice report you illegitimate. The only solution now,

is a deliberate fraud. Itis the kind of thing like it or not, is free elections... They say

Whitehall then knew that, as far as for which James Connolly indicted the that you can't have elections, and yet
Dublin was concerned, it might do as it Belfastlrish NewsasPress Poisoners In  Tony Blair tells us that he has polls that
pleased. (And it dealt with Haughey's Ireland. That article could do with re- say 2 out of 3 Iragis were happy with the
resistance by means of its discreetpublishing, with an introduction showing invasion... The only real way to establish
influence on important parts of the media how thelrish Timeshas easily outclassed security now is to bring back the Iraqi

in the Republic.) thelrish News in that kind of activity. National Army. There’s no way in the
* longer term that any foreign force will be
What thelrish Timesrefers to Meanwhile the real breach of the accepted, not United Nations, not Arabs...

editorially asthe IMC” is acaseinpoint. peace—our war on Irag—goes merrily  “Chair: The middle managers were
ThelMC is the International Monitoring on. We liberated Iraq frofthe regime” fired, weren't they—the middle managers
Commission setup under the Good Friday—i.e. the State—a year ago, and we areof the Iraqgi Army were fired, that was the
Agreement to monitor decommissioning. now desperately trying to liberate it from big mistake.

Itis conducted by General de Chastelaine those whom we liberated fromthe regime.  “Horgan: The whole 400,000 of them

aCanadian, who has acted independentlyAnd the task is made unpleasant by thewere fired. And they wonder why they
according to the terms of the Agreement. deplorable freedom of the press in thehave a security problem. They went

Like Judge Cory, also a Canadian, he putUnited States. 400,000 people home without their
himself beyond the reach of Whitehall pensions and back pay but with their
political influence when doing his job. Mark Steyn in thérish Timestriesto  weapons and their skills. And these are
Whitehalltherefore setup anoth®iC” ,  trivialise the torture scenes. Kevin Myers the guys... Two weeks ago | was driving

the ‘I’ standing for “Independent” in this  says straight out that a blanket censorshighrough Faluja. The Americans had
instance. This is a strictly dependent bodyshould be imposed on war reporting—he blocked the roads, but you go off the road
made up of Intelligence nominees of thewho berates de Valera for the very andyou can getthrough. And there’s kids
British, Irish and American Governments moderate censorship imposed on thein their early twenties with home-made
chaired by Pecksniffian Alliance/Unionist reporting of World War 2. And the national flags with Kalashnikovs. These
Lord Alderdice who, having led his own Government that made Ireland a party toare the guys who're doing the fighting.
party to oblivion, resigned its leadership this war does its best to say nothing at all. The same guys that were fired...
forserviceslike this. Andthe Irishnominee But an interesting exchange of views  “Chair: How dangerous you to be
on this spurious IMC is prohibited from occurred on RTE'Questions & Answers going through that town, because that's

voting on matters relating to Northern on 19th April: where the four American construction
Ireland—even though Northern Ireland is workers were murdered and then hacked,
what it is about. “David Horgan (Managing Director really, | don’t want to go into the details,

of Petrel Resources): ...Ithink if you had but some of it was on television.

General de Chastelaine, adhering to adeliberately setoutto screwupthe country  “Horgan: It's cruel, but its deliberate.
reasonable understanding of the terms ofand the economy you couldn’t have done These are sophisticated, intelligent people,
the Agreement even though the two a better job. It's a true catastrophe. Onand what they did, they did deliberately.
Governments were sabotaging it, refusedany objective measure ordinary people They've been to Sandhurst and to the
tofind that the Republicans were in breachare far worse off than they were under theFrunze Institute in Moscow. They know
ofthe Agreement. Lord Alderdice’sIMC, previous regime... They talk about a how this will play out on the Western
doing what it is paid for, naturally found handover of sovereignty as if sovereignty media. Basically, everyone who worked
that the Provos had broken the Ceasefirewas something that you give back to thefor the Coalition has been threatened...
The incident on which it chiefly reached people. Sovereignty resides in the people None of our people have been threatened...
this conclusion (on the word of the Chief And what's happened in Iraq is that the The rule seems to be that if you're a
Constable) was what appears to have beeiragi people have now come together... neutral you can get on with your work.
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Now, it changes by the week, and you Iraqgis where itis now, and in my view you made the war was desirable, was done by
have to keep your antennae up. But Iragismust now get a UN involvement and Saddam Hussein rather than the UN. And
are not against foreigners. They like engagement. And the UN is not highly the UN for this purpose was the USA,
foreigners. What they want is investors, though of in Irag as you know. But for all seconded by Britain. It was the US Veto

not invaders.” those forces to simply withdraw now and that prevented a UN majority from
] ) ) ) leave it would in my view be criminal. It enabling Irag to resume an evolutionary
Tony Killeen(Fianna Fail TD) said he * \y1d make it much, much worse.” course of development ten years ago, and
had no reason to doubt anything that David *

) - insisted on enforcing sanctions, although

has said "and then does his best to evade 1 question wa&Does the panel Iraqhad been virtually disarmed. And she

the issue”. But adds that what has beenygjieye the war in Iraq was worthwhile?” also seems to be unaware that the

done for the past years “defies any kind of gjgiq | affan, in many ways the voice of Ameranglian Occupation has been

intelligent explanation”. the EU in Ireland, clearly believes that it operating under UN authority since last
was. But she seemed to think that theAutumn.

“Brigid Laffan (Research Director of “beggaring” of Irag, which somehow

the European Institute and Monet
Professor of European Integration ht
UCD): Well, Iraq is where it is now, n
where it was a year ago. The war Has
happened. The question is the futurejof . . . .
iraq and the future of ts people. 1ot Citizenship Referendumcontinued
think the Americans can hand over power
toanyone. There has gotto be an intermd-
iary tier and it must be the UN. David sas working in Ireland legally. Second, there on anti-foreign sentimentin Ireland and to
just withdraw and let the Iraqgi people gpt are asylum-seekers who have soughtembarrass the Opposition in the June
onwith it. 1think all that would happen i refugeinireland for political and economic elections with an appeal to electoral
various militiawould have itoutandyou’fl reasons. And then there are illegal prejudice.
probably get a civil war. Now you've thg immigrants. None of these groups will be
makings of one anyway. The UN, Kofi diminishedinnumbers by the Referendum. It might also be remarked that the
Annan’s representative, Brahini, is a vety numbers of foreigners affected by this
astute person in these sorts of circujn- The public does not appreciate thatprovision is small: it is estimated that
stances. If there was—if the Americafs Irish law has already been changed tosomething like 450 ‘citizenship-babies’
handed overto a UN-backed... Council bf prevent families from availing of the birth were born on the whole island in 2003—
some sort, and then they organised fheof a child in Ireland to settle the whole a drop in the ocean of foreign workers/
free elections, because you're rigHt, family inthe country—and, by extension, asylum-seekers who have come justtothe
because | think there has to be frpeinthe EU. All that Michael McDowell's southern part in search of the good life.
elections... Butto argue that somehowjorreferendum does is to prevent a child with
other it was better under the old regime}—foreign parents from making use of Irish And why shouldn’t they? Ireland is
I mean, could Irag have been beggaredforcitizenship, gained by birth on the island the most globalised country in the world,
another twenty years with sanctions? | of Ireland, to go to live in the EU in 18 inthe sense thatitsfinancialand production
“Horgan: Brigid, women can’t work| Yyears’ time when it comes of age. structures have been geared to the needs
now... of foreign, rather than native, markets.
“Laffan: No, no.no. But this is It is open to other European countries Economically Ireland has become part of
there’s beenawar. Butyou paintapictreto make the same legal change as hashe neo-Imperial world—and the price of
of the former regime that frankly | think if  already been made in Ireland: to preventsitting at the top table is that it must play
disingenuous. It was a lousy, tyrannidal the families of baby-citizens from claiming host to foreign labour seeking to pick up a
regime, where he had his sons there repdyesidence rights. Such a change wouldfew crumbs. After all, labour must follow
to hand over to. They were waiting. Nojv take care of cases like that of the Chencapital. A couple of years ago Mary
you did business with him. I've no problegn Family, currently before the Northern Harney as Minister for Commerce felt
with that. And you might have donf Ireland Courts, whereby the family of an obliged to scour the world looking for
business with him for another twenty yeals. Irish-born baby is claiming the right to workers to entice to Ireland. Bertie Ahern
“Horgan: But, Brigid, look at the| reside in the EU. That is of no concern went to Peking to get Chinese students,
Allies in the War on Terror. Uzbekistag. within Ireland, of course, because thatwho naturally want to be self-supporting
The President of Uzbekistan boils dis$i- possibility has already been excludedonce they are in Ireland. And a benign
dents live. He’s our main ally in Centrgl withinthe 26 Counties by legislationwhich attitude was taken to workers from Eastern

Asia. has survived Supreme Court challenge. Europe seeking work in Ireland.
“Laffan: Let's talk about Iraq now
Let'sjusttalk about Irag. Andthe proble However, many people suspect that Butthat all created a back-lash, for the

is, could you have beggared the Irdgithe Irish Governmentis closing the ‘Chen laissez-fairementality inherited from
people for another twenty years wifh loophole’ to please the British and other Britain means that the State has notadopted
sanctions, or could you have allowgd European Governments, rather thaninthethe pro-active approach which could
Saddam Hussein to get control over theinterests of good government at home. Ifminimise the disruption of ordinary
money from full oil production againp that is so, Taociseach Ahern and Justicepeople’s lives by the influx of people from
These are quite serious issues. Now therdinister McDowell are not acting out of very different cultures, who themselves
is very serious deterioration in the securfty pure altruism, as Fianna Fail and the have been released from social constraints
environment in Iraq at the moment. Bt Progressive Democrats hope to capitaliseby transplantation to an environment
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where they are not known, where they areby Michael D. Higgins and Ivana Bacik.
not part of a community. There is also the The former Stickie seems to think thatthe  Altering the Belfast Agreement

fact that the artificial ballooning of the Wwaytowinpower isto followthe consensus without a second referendum in Northern

workforce has kept Irish wages down andset by an anti-national, anti-Sinn Fein, Ireland makes nonsense of it as a fixed
put pressure on scarce social resources. Rro-British media, court electoral template for political action: it officially

is not surprising that there is a resentmentPrejudice, and tailor Labour policy to the reduces its status to that of an arbitrary

at the facilities provided for people ‘Consumer’, meaning the aspirantmiddle arrangement, changeable to suit

regarded as asylum-tourists by peopleclasses. It is a sad end for Connolly’'s momentary convenience. Thatis why Dr.

themselves living in constrained Party. AsaresultLabouroppositiontothe Paisley has been so gleeful atthe Southern
circumstances, who feel their communities Referendum is minimal and ineffective. referendum. And that is also the reason

threatened by strange lifestyles or SDLP leader Mark Durkan, who h_imself
personally at risk from increased Finally there is the matter of the Belfast has alegal background, has done his utmost
criminality. Agreement. If it were not already fatally to first prevent the Referendum and then

compromised, this Referendum would to counsel rejection. The Human Rights

Of the Opposition parties, Sinn Fein jeopardise its credibility. | view that Commissionsunderthe Agreement, North
has been the only one to actin a principledAgreement as theoretically having the and South, have also advised
manner on the issue. It has not run scaredstatus of constitutional law enacted by postponement of the Referendum to no
but acted as a potential party of two referendums and functional in two avail. Fianna Fail and the Progressive
government. Much to the chagrin of the jurisdictions. That law is now to be Democrats prefer opportunist pandering
West Britons, it is their own political unilaterally changed by a Referendum into popular prejudice. Their policies of
friends who are pandering to racism, while one jurisdiction, Southern Ireland, even encouraging foreign workers to come to
the so-called ‘fascists’ in the republican though that change will affect both Ireland helped cause the problem and now
movement are educating their support-jurisdictions. The June voteinthe Southernthey seek to ride the racist veathey
base and espousing multi-cultural jurisdiction will have a bearing on the generated. They are giesable.
attitudes. They are able to do this becauséhen Case—aNorthernand British matter. Angela Clifford

they haven't dumped the Irish nationgl
world-view: they are in a position t
promote a context for immigrants to adapt
to.

The strange thing is that thosf Falth And Identlty
promoting this Referendum are often thje
same people who have argued that Irfsh  On Wednesday 5th May, Archbishop was written into the Belfast Agreement
birth is what should determine thp Sean Brady (a Cavanman) gave the in-(aliasthe Governmentof Northern Ireland
‘Irishness’ of such authors as Elizabefh augural lecture in a series calleithand ~ Act 1998) and was emphasised by the
Bowen and Iris Murdoch. A neat letter i Identity (running alongside one on 2002 Census. The latter had six questions
the newspaper polemic on the mattprethnicity and religion). It was entirely attempting to elicit one’s birth-religion,
(which features in this magazing) about the North. The event was in Stand no space to tell the Census-takers that
suggested that, in view of this belief, Mart Ethelburga’s Centre for Reconciliation ©n€ had repudiated religion. Heaven—so
Mansergh will presumably bd and Peace in Bishopsgate in The City (of!© SP€ak—knows how persons who have
campaigning for a‘No’ vote. Infact, heif London), which escaped the Great Fire of U"d€rgone a genuine conversion to the
campaigning for a Yes. 1666, and the depredations of the (}thﬁr faith v;/erefSIIJ\lppohsed t? r?ac(;' Al
Luftwatfe in the 1940s, but was partially geémeedp(tac? E: P% es0 :)tr I?’rrr(])d;euirllessatrﬁe
The issue is further confused by fa destroyed by the IRA bomb in the Baltic ’ y

. . make strenuous efforts to prove that they
!%:rggig(s::tle er()l:?Sh‘rJ](;z;hl(—)I:llgnge tr::(tje i Exchange, justaround the corner, in 1993'are something else. (I am probably a Prod

) . . due to my address at the time of the
available to everyone around the worj[d  Eilis O’Hanlon commented on this Census.) There is also the small fact that

claiming lIrish extra_ction: a documergt talk in A Catholic Slant On The North? the Archbishop of Armagh and Primate
that presumably will confer no actugl We Should Be Beyond That N@@unday (despite the mildly comic implications of
rights! (Irish Times 10.5.04.) In view o] Independent(9th May). Itisaninteresting i, term) of All-Ireland, is hardly your
the fact that the simple principle WhiCI]l use of the word "we’-Sindocolumnists oy arage Taig-in-the street, being titular
has heretofore operated—that everyohehave been very eager to tell us that theyheaq of the Catholic Church in Ireland.
born in Ireland is entitled to IrisH repudiate everythingaboutOld (Catholic)

citizenship and allits rights—is now mad Ireland—probably it is a substitute word ~ O’Hanlon seems to think the Arch-
conditional, his suggestion of giving for ‘you', meaning Northern (Catholic) bishop (speaking in an ancient Church)
people a bit of worthless papés Nationalists. The fact that the latter have should not have used language litee

not morphed into something else (Home implications of Trinitarian ecclesiology
Counties Thatcherites?) has exercisedfor Catholic thought” But he was
revisionist journalists since the Ceasefires.addressing a (small) audience brought out
The problem for O’Hanlon and the rest of by the fact that he is a professional priest,
them is that the Good Friday Agreement and they would have understood this use
. : i : has created a situation where people inof language. There is also the fact that the
liked to place Labour in the anti-foreigndr o ripern Ireland are not allowed to be Catholic Church has an intellectual tradi-
camp. By all reports he was only prevented, v hing other that Papes and Prods. Thision (or even a number of over-lapping
from doing so by a determined group I4d has its origins in the 1970s and '80s, buttraditions) and it has never expounded
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particularly inane.

Fine Gael has associated itself with tije
governing parties onthe issue. And Labgur
Leader Pat Rabbitte would have effectively



religion as a source of purely private OfficialIRA);the Provisonals have played St Ethelburga’s has survived for avery
consolation in the manner of some afairlyopenand straightgame inthe areadong time because it has very thick walls.
Protestant churches. The Church ofthat they control, and have phased outlt has a ‘matt’, almost dead, acoustic so,
England swings between the private-pietistviolent punishments and killings. when Dr Brady turned his face away from
tradition and the more mainstream Christ- _ o _ the microphone, it was difficult to hear
ian one, shared by the Lutherans (and This sort of thing is not at variance what he was saying. He took three ques-
Presbyterians and Methodists) and theWith his assertion, headlined by thish  tions after his lecture. One was on Schools.
Orthodox. It may well be that O’'Hanlon News(6th May):All Armed Groups Must  He rather hid behind the fact that the
is writing in pretend-ignorance of such Go: Dr Brady If the Loyalist para- Catholic community felt that it ‘owned’
matters, but it would be unwise to assumemilitaries were dealt with, and the British the schools. | did wonder if the same
that that is the case. establishment owned-up to having beenfeeling about church buildings would be
up to no good, then the IRA could lay acknowledged. (The parishioners and ex-
O'Hanlon dealt with lan Paisley down its arms without a sense of vulner- parishioners of St Joseph’s in the Docks
Junior's“outburst” (as thdrish Newsof ~ ability seizing the Catholic community in area of Belfast, have been asserting their
7th May put it), by saying that it was not Northern Ireland. These are not so muchclaim to have it remain open as a Church,
illegitimate to for the Archbishop to large as gigantic ‘ifs’, but Dr Brady even though more than 90% of them now
criticise the UK Government for not Speaking in a reasonable tone in the hearlive elsewhere. Their reasoning is that, as
expediting inquiries into the assassinationsOf London is the person to pressurisethey and their parents and grandparents,
of Pat Finucane and others, and goes so faPowning Street in the lee of its own and great-grandparents built the place,
as to say,..in my experience, it is more Stephens, Cory and Barron Inquiries into they have amajor say in howis it disposed.
that just a perception that unionist leaders, Collusion. The White House has not beenThe diocese wants to sell the building, the
British politicians and the British media Vvery forthcoming intaking the heatoffthe people want it to remain open for use as a
do not treat the existence of the loyalist UK Government in these matters, despitechurch by them and by seafarers—who
paramilitaries with the same vigour and the services rendered by the UK in Irag. now have to go a quite long way into the
determination as that of republican (In fact the US is asking the UK to put town to find a Catholic Church—and as a
paramilitaries...” which “...reinforces ~ eventgreater efforts into the adventure insocial centre for the same sets of people.)

any ambivalence which nationalists might Irag, at a time when it is becoming a = g next was from a woman with an
have to the presence of republican Political and economic liability to both ish accent who has lived in London for
paramilitaries on their community as a Governments. The White House can only y 5y vears. She asked him to comment of
line of final defence” Paisley Junior said  regard the Northern Ireland problem asne 3¢t that Dublin is, like anywhere else
that his remarks made Brady a terroristVery small beer, and despite the high hopespese days, money-grubbing: thaoug-
sympathiser, whdset down his prayer ~Of Unionists is probably more favourably |45 Hyde's vision is no more. ;. that it is
book and Mass carfP] for a copy of An  disposed to the Republican solution to theigtinctly un- or irreligious, and is in the
Phoblacht”. When tackled about this, he ‘Problem’ than the New Democrats, Who oy of “neo-Liberal capitalism” with
referred to a Statement, presumably issue@imply, like New Labour, could not 5,6\ ing inequality. Archbishop Dr Sean
by the DUP, which did not mention any of think—much less think about political g5y plamed all the ills of the Republic
the above. matters that might have to be solved with j«sacular-humanism? However interp-

a touch of violence.) reted, ‘secular-humanism’ is a very weedy

O’Hanlon and others deprecated this L . grown in Ireland, especially as compared
sort of language, but it is possible that the It may seem to trivialise this matter to \yith galloping Manchester Liberalism

Paisley instinct was sure on this matter. |harp on about O’Hanlon and Paisley (gomething that was held in check by
was part of Archbishop Brady’s audience, Junior, butthe formeris a particular ardent ¢ arjie Haughey, who seems to have had
for at least the second and more openlyjournalistic ‘revisionist’. Thatis probably 5 yenyinely social aspect to his politics—
‘political’ half of his lecture. | got the ~becauseshe isone ofthe mostjunior of theronaply areason for the bottomless hatred
distinct impression that he was using thePhalanx. She is also from the North, ghoyn by the PDs and the like in Irish
occasion to address Sinn Féin and the resfirdoyne, to be exact, butbeing something g ciety).

of the Republican movement. He made aof @ yuppie and being employed by the A man with a Simon Heffer-like supply
remark aboutfinal defence”, which is a  Sinda probably felt that she had to take on ¢ ingignation pointed out that the IRA
quite rational reference to the fact that & certain colouring. She was never t00p,4 pompbed St Ethelburga’s and were
most Catholics do not really trust the happy with the DUP, but was able 10 tasists. So why was the Catholic Church
police, nor the British Army, particularly Support Unionist intransigence by cooing 5 attempting to face them down? Brady
not the Royal Irish Rangers, a successorover Jeffrey Donaldson, who has now let ¢ ;4 have said that his predecessor, Cahal
body to the UDR, which was a successor-her down by taking himself off to the 5 had attempted to do such a thing,
body to the B-Specials. O’Hanlon DUP. But a number of “Trimbleistas’, - ggpacially when he was Bishop of Down
described his lecture dbog-standard  including Dr. Chris McGimpsey and Bob 5y connor (essentially County Antrim
SDLP”, but he was effectively making it Stoker (a former Lord Mayor of Belfast), 5nq gelfast) and made a complete fool of
clear to Sinn Féin that, so far as he couldhave been involved in a campaign 10 getyimself in the process). He seemed to be
see, there would be very little come-back T@igs Out' of a big yuppie apartments 5yempting to get this man to consider the
from the general Catholic community if complex justinside the Sandy Row. Shegac that the more votes Sinn Féin got the
they attempted towork the policing system. Probably solidarises with the rich victims o |ikely the IRA was to fire bullets. | got
Because, despite the general consensugf this Orange mini-pogrom, and could be 6 jmpression that ‘Heffer’ was not happy
among the journalists he did not imply falling out of love with the Unionists. 4 the notion that the Catholic Church in
that all Republican policing was Paisley Junior's outburstis probably t0do | ajang was not going to excommunicate
unacceptable. He did say that he waswith th.e re'allsatlon that the UnIOI‘lISt.S are ihe Republican movement to a person.
getting the word up from the Catholic behaving in such a way that practically g\t hresumably Sean Brady remembers
grass roots that many were fearful of anything Sinn Féin does looks statesman+yjg history and the fact that excommunic-
“powerful individuals or paramilitary like. The White House is run by people yiiqn did not work in the 1920s on people
groups”. | may be wrong, but the impres- Who respect money and even a few richyn, were quite ardent Catholics. The
sion| gotis that he was talking about drug- People being discommoded by the gent fizzled out at this point.

pushers and the INLA (and possibly the Unionists would anger them. Sean McGouran
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An Cor Cuacail

Cré Créite na Féinne The three traits of the Fianna

Ceisc ag Paorars, sRA na nkael, A question by Patrick, beloved of the Irish,
L& ar Lant an Liat-fuile, One day, to the grey-haired warrior,
Camloe Mac Roniim na scéal, Caoilte Mac Roénain the storyteller,

CRAE m ERinn 1at-£las, Once in Ireland of the green meadows.

“Tell us, O sweet storyteller,

What it was that made ye supreme?
Or what it was that kept ye strong
For so long as the Fianna lived?”

"Tms minnn, & scéalal Binn,

Criéan tus Damb-58 AN CIARMAST
Né créan oo Eommb sib gan meac,
AN DIREAD MAIR Na Dranna?”

“Three traits that fortified us,”

Answered wise Caoilte,

“The purity of our hearts, the strength of our limbs,
And the steadfastness of our word.”

"Lri cré&ce oo Dangmg sinn,”
D'freagair Camlce callmag,
"alame AR SCROT 'TUS NEARE AR NSRas,
Is beare Do RER AR mbrRIACAR.
Osborn O hAirheirgin

This is modern verse on an ancient theme in an ancient poetic style. The dialogues of St Patrick and Qisin (grand-$daof Fionn
Cumbhaill, returned from Tir na nOg) argued the merits of Christianity and paganism. Caoilte, cousin of Fionn, survived the battle
Gabhra in which the Fianna were wiped out by the High-King of Ireland. Caoilte joined the Tuatha De Danann and became him:
immortal, and, like Oisin, engaged in dispute with Pat@isghorn Bergin (1873-1950) was born in Cork, studied in Cork University
and Germany and became Professor of Old Irish in Dublin University.

. SECRET & PERSONAL 4. So far (except for last item)
Capta|n Ke”y nothing new. But McDowell went on
Crown Logo] to say that he now felt that a certain

Add your name to the Petition to BRITISH EI\SIEJ,EE;SNY degree_of guidance, in respect qf

. : which lines were helpful and which

clear Captain Kelly's name. 2 October, 1969 unhelpful, might be acceptable to
Dear Kelvin, himself and one or two of his friends
You can do so on the Internet: Your letter of September 24th  on the Board; this was what he had

- Major McDowell and No. 10 Downing had in mind in telephoning to No. 10

www.captketty.orgl > 5. Oddly enough | had had
2. | had McDowell to lunch McDowell in mind in certain

o _ today. It is all about something he conversations | had in London a
This site also has family photos mentioned to me before, but now he is fortnight ago. His present approach
and other information. hotter under the collar about it. requires rather careful handling and

This and otherinitiatives are being
organised by a Derry-based
committee, which can be contacted
by email:
oct5th_vets68@hotmail.com

shall discuss it in London next week{ |
am writing this letter merely in case
you wish to brief No. 10 and to assufe
them that we will do what we can to
exploit this opening. | am destroying
the correspondence.
Yours ever,
Andrew Gilchrist

3. McDowall [sic] is one of the
five (Protestant) owners of the Irish
Times, and he and his associates are
increasingly concerned about the line
the paper is taking under its present
July 13th, a Tuesday, falls around | (Protestant, Belfast-born) Editor,

the first anniversary of the death of | Gageby, whom he described as a very

i fine journalist, an excellent man, but on

Capt. JJ Kelly. A city centre hotel N Jh . p o AG. GILCHRIST

has been booked in Derry (2_4pm) .Ol’t ern queStIOI’lS arenegaade or w ite -

for the Press Conference. Reserve] Nigger. And apart from Gageby’s W.K.K. White, Esq.,

your seat/s early. Admission by editorial influence, there is difficulty WesterN European Department,
invitation only via lower down, whereby sometimes Foreign & Commonwealth Office,

oct5th_vets68@hotmail.com Key | unauthorised items appear and LONDON S.W.1.
figures, including the Capt's widow, | authorised items are left out. SECRET & PERSONAL



http://www.captkelly.org/

Unionists into a United Ireland: in other
words to make the 26 Counties more
A N 1 I N British. One of the most scorned phrases
a,tl O n a, eWS p a.p e r in thelrish Timess lexicon wasan Irish
solution to an Irish problem”But when
In his article of 3rd April 2004 iThe  reason Northern Ireland has never beemHaughey was asked about this phrase in a
Irish TimesdVartin Mansergh says that the integrated fully into the political life of the TV documentary after he had retired he
letter from the British Ambassador And- United Kingdom. The British political said something like “the French have
rew Gilchrist to Kelvin White of the parties have never organised or stood foFrench solutions to French problems so
Foreign office indicated: election in the Six Counties. Its uncertainwhy shouldn’t we have Irish solutions to
«_..editorial control slipping away ~Statuswithinthe UK is used as a bargainingrish problems”. Thérish Times| believe,
from a deeply conservative old Protes- counter to influence the politics of the would prefer British solutions to Irish
tant business class ...” Republic of Ireland. problems.

There is no doubt that he is right. But  John Hume used to say that the Provo __The other noticeable thing abclie
the real question is: to whom did the campaign was an obstacle to the achievelrish Timesis its denigration of Irish

i > ment of a United Ireland. There is no €cOnomic developments. The break with
editorial control pass? doubt that he was right. But a United Sterling in 1979 was opposed because it

Mansergh also refers to Major Tom | ejand that the British would contemplate S€Parated us from Northern Ireland (one

McDowell as artrish Timesoard member conceding would be West Britain in all suspects the real reason was it separated

as if McDowell was no more important byt name. The Provo campaign allows the™ O the UK).

than other board members. possibility that moves towards a United  InThe Irish Timesiew, the spectacular
In paragraph three Gilchrist says: Ireland will be on Irish terms. success of the “Qeltic Tiger” has been
“McDowall is one of the five ) A British newspaper in Ireland would, ;Eiclgbergebgfgr?]ri;urg?ig?]'ami;gﬁ:&g@ﬁgﬁt
(Protestant) owners ofthe lrish Times”. o course, oppose the Provos and Sinrhas peen practically eliminated in recent
Soagain Manserghis right! McDowall Fein, butit certainly would not supportthe years is of no account. Of course there has
was just another Sirector/Owner in UnionistsinNorthernireland. Asettlement peen corruption, but that should be dealt
October 1969 or so Gilchrist believed. ofthe Northern problem along partitionist with by the proper authoritiesThe Irish
But again this assertion of Mansergh’s linesis notthe objective of Britain. Support Times has been the most enthusiastic
raises more questions than it answers. Wefor the Unionists would not help achieve supporter of the Tribunals. Itis difficult to
know that McDowell ceased to be just the objective of re-integrating the 26 imagine any other state in the world that
another Director and obtained a controlling counties back into the UK. would tolerate such long term self

interest. The obvious questions are: when, . , flagellation. Recently, Peter Mandelson
how and why did thisqhappen? A British newspaper in Ireland would appeared on the Dunphy chat show. He

therefore concentrate on the State in thgoyed about the Tribunals and their cost.
In paragraph 4 Gilchrist talks about Republic of Ireland. It would promote the Byt no one in the audience was laughing.
“guidance” and“helpful and unhelpful ~ British aspects of Irish history and |t felt as if the joke was on Ireland from a
lines” from Downing Streetwhichmight ~ denigrate native Irish developments. member of the British establishment.
be acceptable to himself and one or two of Above all it would undermine the Irish  So the“careful handling” was to
his friends on the board”... State. discourage McDowall from taking a
) o . What has been the role ®fie Irish  Unionistline and to instead take a position
Again, this indicates that in 1969 rimegin the last thirty years? For many inrelation to the Southern State. Gageby’s
,MC.DO\,’Ye" didn’t control th? paper. He yearsithas supported the idea of commemline was probably quite acceptable to
might” have one or two Directors who 5 4ting the Irish soldiers who fought for Downing Street.
would appreciate guidance, butthere weregyisain'in the First World War. Recently it
five Directors onthe board. This, of course, 1,45 defended the idea that Elizabeth Bowe
esl(s)\(l)vneirfglasltr:ze\t/\./hy he went running 1o yas an‘lrish writer” _even though her “we will do what we can to exploit
Co allegiance was to Britain. Her spying  this opening”.
Paragraph 5indicates that, even before, cyities during the Second World War — Given that it Id that th
McDowall made his approach, Gilchrist - : : (=iven that it would appear that the
‘ T are either denied or put in the same clas®ritish were already thinking of
had planned to use him, so itwas a happyag john Betjeman'’s. But no one is undelinfluencing The Irish Timesthrough
commdencg for Gilchrist that McDowall any doubt that Betjeman was English. TheMcDowall before the latter had made his
made the first move. ‘ North Cork Aubane Historical Society approach, and given that the person in the
Thgreﬂg% also the reference’tareful  gjieves that Bowen was also English inlrish Times who was amenable to that
handling” in paragraph 5 and ‘earher N that that was the cultural milieu in which influence became the most powerful
paragraph 2 there is the phrab@ttelj she operated. However, if she was Irish,person within that institution, it is almost
under the collar"about McDowall. Itis  per gpving activities on behalf of Britain impossible to come to any other conclusion
clear that Gilchrist regarded McDowall as 4 4 time when Churchill was threateningthan that the British succeeded in exploit-
a loose cannon. Fortunately for Gilchrist, 1, invade the country must be seen in dng the opening.

McDowall himself recognised that he gitferent light. If she was Irish then she  of course | could be wrong. But if

needed guidance. But what was the ygs g trajtor. there is another explanation as to how

guidance? = : The Irish Timeshas also gained a McDowell came to dominat&he Irish
Britain’s policy in lIreland since the e tation for being the liberal newspaperTimesit is up to that institution to explain

Treaty ha$ always been to re-integrate thej, |reland. But it is quite noticeable that jt, |n the meantime any criticism Byhe

26 Counties into the UK. It has never the |iberal agenda espoused by b  |rish Timesof any person or institution in

accepted the independence of the RepublicTimeswas not on the basis of the existing JRELAND must be dismissed as hypocrisy

of Ireland. Northern Ireland is used as a culture. The reasons it supported Divorce and ruled‘out of order”.

lever to achieve this objective. For this Contraception etc was to entice the John Martin
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In the final paragraph Gilchrist wishes
%o assure Downing Street that:



M O T h t against the Aubane Historical Society with
O re n a. scurrilous accusations of denigrating him
with conspiracy theories and spy

I nfam O u S Lette r allegations (Irish Times 3.4.04). As they

knew that the AHS has never suggested

Despite the best efforts of tHesh  How many researchers, reporters andthat Martin Mansergh is a spy, these men
Timesto prevent it, a debate of sorts is historians must have trawled these paperdvere amazed by the slanders. These were
taking place on the infamous British inthattime? And none saw this missive onP€ople who had agreed with him a lot
Ambassador’s letter re Major McDowell blue embossed notepaper or reported odnore than they had agreed with us over
making plans to have theish Times it? the years. But Mansergh’s behaviour has
directed from Downing St. Thesh Times made it clear to them that he is only for the
is not alone in these efforts. Plenty inthe  But as usual with the media in Ireland NéWw ‘pluralist’ Ireland on condition that
media have been aware of this letter forall is not as it seems. When Brady wrote this Ireland and its history is seen through
well over ayear now and none have shownhis letter he knew, as did others, that theth® eyes of Anglo-Ireland. To help him in
the slightest interest in its implications. Ambassador’s lettavasseen whenitwas this eéndeavour, he has made endorsement
TheSunday Independemas concentrated released. Someone did have the necessar?/ the role of Elizabeth Bowen and of his
on the abusive language in it but have nottalents (eyesight, ability to read English, father the litmus test—which means that
touched the fundamental issues raised. etc.)to see the letter, copy it and show it toWould-be pluralists who cannot agree that

Gageby and others. That was no otherElizabeth Bowen and Nicholas Mansergh

The only reason the debate exists at althan the Professor of Modern History at Wereé motivated by lIrish interests are
is that Roy Greenslade came across th&JCD, Ronan Fanning, who apparently immediately excluded from Martin's
letter some weeks ago and reacted as angan conveniently alternate his historian’s ‘Pluralist’ Ireland.
normal person would—how and why has hat and his journalist’s hat as it suits him. ) _
this letter been left unreported and not It seems he went to the PRO at Kew as a But surely allegiance is the test of
discussed for over three years? He reportegournalist, and apparently the practice is national identity, and war provides the
this intheGuardian(19.4.04). Greenslade that that the journalists share out looking Ultimate test of allegiance. Bowen spied
is not part of the Irish self-censoring media at the files and compare their researchedor Englandin Ireland O_Iurlng thewar. One
set and is a self-respecting journalist. Asafterwards so they all say the same thing.can hardly have allegiance to the people
he is also an ex-editor of tBaily Mirror  ButRonan apparently metamorphosed intond the state spied on. But Martin insists
his reporting cannot be as easily dismissedh historian when he found the letter: he digshe was rf_eally doing this for the gooq of
by the Irish media as the reporting of the not therefore feel obliged to share it with the |_”S_h, if they Woulql only re_allse it!
letter in this magazine. So the Irish media, his colleagues. Let's hope one of the Martin is thereby treating the Irish State
being the craven thing it is, had to follow journalists concerned who were thus @nd people with contempt—the classic
where Greenslade led them. betrayed will tell the public of this unique Anglo-Irish attitude. The Aubane Histor-

‘investigating’ procedure,. The role of ical Society challenged this and Martin

Thefirstreaction was that Conor Brady Garret Fitzgerald might also be raised: hel0St his rag proving how fragile his whole
was jolted temporarily outof Hismeritus’ ~ apparently enabled Ronan Fanning tolittle edifice really is.
retirement because he was editor of thebecome a Professor of History after  Readers will know of a short letter |
Irish Timesat the time the document was someone else had been appointed to theent to therish Times(see May lIrish
released (Irish Times, 30.4.04). It was notpost! But we will not hold our breath. Political Reviewdenying his accusations,
to thank Greenslade for raising the issue  rRumour has it that the letter was along with an Opinion article explaining
or add to what Greenslade had reportedsomething of a party piece for Ronan overthe background as | saw it (also in the
but to criticise him and to deny that he, the years. But allwho saw it sang dumb, asSaméPR). l also submitted another letter
Brady, had suppressed the letter. The onlyy,q “impjications of the letter were too N 23rd April (see compilation below).
issue that exercised Brady was his 0Wngeriqys to be made public. It will be inter- None were published or even acknow-
reputation and not the implications of the esting to see how long it takes the Irish ledged. | wrote to Martin to help me clear
letter. He pleaded that his reporter and,odia to ask him why he suppressed it.nis name by helping get the first letter
other reporters did not find it when the Again, we will not hold our breath. We Published. But no, he claimed he would
papers were released in 2000 even though o\ our media too well. not seek to influence the Editor. But he
these reporters had privileged access to thereupon had thieish Timespublish a
the papers before their formal release to  The only section of the Irish media that |ong letter from himlI¢ish Times3.5.04),
the public. Note to editor of the IPR hasdealtwith thisissue in any serious waypiling up further accusations against the
Brady styles himselEmeritus Editor ~ has beerindymediaand we commend AHS, which were in part a reply to my
which simply means he retired rather thantheir Irish website to readers who want unpublished letter: a new dimension in
was fired from his former job. As | have more information and discussion on the journalistic ethics by the papéfiere he

had the same relationship with farming, in issue: wwwindymedia.ie. withdraws the spy slander about us but
future | want to be styleBmeritusFarm suggeststhatitwas made against his father,
Labourer.) MARTIN MANSERGH BITES THE DIRT “the next best thing"as he says. But

. _ A notable casualty of this debate has Martin gotitwrong again. What | said was
This Ambassador’s letter is from peen Mmartin Mansergh and his carefully that Nicholas Mansergh had played a

papers of the period of late 1969 that deal 4t reputation for urbane, even-handedsupervisory role, rather than operating as

X[wth btlhe’ crlgcalt tE.erlodt_ln t?g recentt pluralism. W? have witnessed grown men@Sspy in the field I|_ke Bowen—uwith aII‘the
roubles’ and yet this pertinent documen weepattheS|ghtofsomeonetheyrespecteﬂ?rsmm decepuon,_ betrayal and ‘dirty

apparently lay unseen foroverthree yearsyescend into the gutter of mudslinging ticks’ that that entailed. Nicholas Man-
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sergh seems to have been above that type

of behaviour and | was giving him credit

for that. If I did not make that clear before, . -

aosonawasswonay s possie. 1 (1€ [FISN TIMes Trust Ltd.
Martin’s purpose in life seems to be  Towards the end of the year 200e  instincts seemed to have deserted him. He

his father's son If he publishesl his  |rish Timesegan the process of reforming provides no answers to these questions,

father’s writings including all those from jtself. In an environment of increased exceptthatthe dominant memberwas one

the Ministry of Information, where he circulation and advertising revenue its Major Thomas Bleakley McDowell. This

held a senior position during World War financial problems had prompted is the same character that the British

Two, thenreaders can judge forthemselvegjuestions of‘corporate governance’  Ambassador, Andrew Gilchrist, spoke of

whether my view of him accords with the Wwhere was all the money going and toin his letter of 1969.

reality or not. But be warned—you will whom? This in turn prompted questions

need special qualities because Martintellsas to who controlle@he Irish Times He then admits that unlike “other

the world in his letter of 3rd May that not Trusts” such as those of tBaiardianand

everyone willunderstand hisfatherswork  The Irish Timeshas been quite Farmers Journalthelrish Times‘trust”:

and ‘1 would prefer that to be judged by forthcoming as regards its current struc- “was constructed in such a way as

people who understand his workthe  ture, but questions remain about the to give the trustees as a whole a

typical arrogance of Anglo-Irelandis alive running of the paper in the periods from  dominant role in the management of

and well and shines through: those whothe date of the “Gilchrist letter”in October ~ the company”.

disagree with Bowen or Nicholas Man- 1969 to the new structure in April 1974

sergh’s role in Irish history are simply too and from April 1974 up to the year 2001.  The Board of Directors which rathe

stupid to understand it. Commonsense|ts arrogant refusal to deal with these Irish Timesonsisted of upto 17 members.

must be abandoned when judging thesematters is disturbing. “The Irish Times Trust Ltd” was entitled
elevated personages and the only people to nine Directors or a majority of the
qualified to do so are those on a par—that  The Irish Timesolumnist Fintan O’ Board. The remainder of the Directors
is, those who agree with them! Toole wrote an article about the consisted of Executive Directors such as

If Martin insists on bringing genealogy Management structure of the paper onthe Editor and Mmanaging Director of
into all this, | feel obliged to point out that 29th November 2001. As with most of the The Irish TimesHowever, there was no
| am the grandson of two grandfathers articles by Irish Times writers on this chance thatthe Executive Directors would
who, 100 years ago, both fought with subject it begs far more questions than itoutvote the controlling company’s
William O'Brien in the All-for-Ireland  answers. The article has also factual errorsDirectors because while the Executive
League for the policy ofConference, SO, it would appear that even senior Directors had only one vote each the
Conciliation and Consenttowards journalists such as Fintan O’ Toole, who controlling company’s Directors had 5
Unionists and Protestants in the teeth ofhave written extensively on financial votes each. In addition, in the unlikely
opposition from the then all powerful matters re: Larry Goodman, Charlie eventof a tied vote, the Chairman had the
Redmondism and the AOH. This was not Haughey etc, were unaware of the structurecasting vote if he was“@rust director”,
fought out in Oxbridge theses and books,0f their own newspaper. Nevertheless, inbut did not have this vote if he was an
orinlettersto the papers (and Certaimy notitS own limited way the article is quite Executive Director.
to thelrish Time3, but on the hustings, in informative.
the streets and homes of Munster for two Gilchrist's friend, Major McDowell,
decades. Some representatives of Anglo- “The Irish Times Ltd"is the company  also had the special position of beftige
Ireland played a notable role but | don’t Which owns the newspaper. However, in A member? McDowell's special status
ever recollect coming across a ManserghApril 1974 the directors/shareholders were was protected. O Toole says that the rule
participation. bought out by a newly created companywas that:
called “Irish Times Trust Ltd”. This “any change in the right to remain
O'Brien therefore have nothing whatever company is “limited by guarantge“ and is as a governor for life qf the A member
: the sole shareholder of “The Irish Times  will be put to a vote in which the A
to learn from Oxbridge or Anglo-Ireland R ; N . . ;
. ? ; Ltd”. It is not a “trust”, still less a member is entitled to one vote plus
asregards pluralism and sensible attitudes . » , .
towards Unionists and Protestants. We c_hantgble trust_ , as stated byQ Toole in such number of further votes as shall
. ~his article. This company, “limited by be equal to the total number of votes
have forgotten more about these things . . .
than Mansergh Inc. ever learned, despitegqarantee ,\_/vgsabletoﬂnance its purchase conferred”on all other members of the
all their industry with a 2 million pound loan from the company”. .
' banks. What can one say! If the Romanian
Thisis the inheritance that gave us ‘the dictator, Ceausescu, was alive he would
two nations’ theory, the only basis fora  |n my view this is a remarkable fact have been taking copious notes.
comprehensive Irish solution to this which provokes at least two questions;

The political descendants of William

pgrticul_ar Irish' problem. By comparison Unfortunately, O Toole does not give
with this Martin has simply played the 1) Who controlled “The Irish Times details of the powers of tHi& member”,
role of amascot for those grappling to find Trust Ltd"? or what is meant bYgovernor”.

a solution on the nationalist side. Hisown  2) How could this company obtain a 2
projection of that role reminds me more mijllion pound loan without guarantors O Toole goes on to say:

and more of the fly on the mudguard of and if so who were those guarantors? “The articles of association also
Plekhanov’s wheel of history. underwrote Major McDowell’s
Jack Lane But O’ Toole’s razor sharp journalistic position as chairman of the trustees for
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as long as he wishes or until the otherlet alone the “newspaper industry in carry outthe instructions of the Irish Times

trustees ask him to step down”. general”. Trust and also to hand the “A” Share back
to the Irish Times Trust or to another
There seems to be a contradiction bet- He also says that: person whenever instructed to do so.
ween the phraséas long as he wishes” “Key decisions—the appointment

and“until the other trustees ask him to of an editor and a managing director, Ifthe trusts had been set up to be really
step down? For example, what is the new acquisitions, strategic investmentsimpenetrable, as they possibly are, there is

situation if he “wishes” to remain but the —obviously affect the nature of the likely to be a third trust above the Irish
“other trustees ask him to step down™  paper itself and need to have theTimes Trust and that third trust would
Whose rights take precedence? But given  approval of the trust”. appoint and instruct the Irish Times
that he remained chairman for so long, the Trustees who then would not themselves

“aslong as he wishes” phrase was probably While O’ Toole’s article isrevealingit know who they are acting for and, more
the more important part of the sentence. only tells us about the power that the “The importantly, who could state on oath that
Irish Times Trust Ltd” had ovérhe Irish  they do not know who they act for other
Elsewhere O Toole says thatthe Chair-Times There is very little information on than the third trust.
man position, which McDowell occupied the controlling company itself. What were
until quite recently, had: its rules? How did it appoint itfrish The third trust may be based in an
“the power to appoint and remove Timesdirectors? Who were the members offshore island like Bermuda, Cayman
other directors and to remain as chief of the controlling company? What were Islands, the Seychelles, Hong Kong etc.
executive until he resigned”. their respective powers? What were theand may have wholly separate firms of
rules for appointing new members of the solicitors and accountants.
On his resignation as Chairman controlling company and replacing

McDowell remained théA member”. deceased or retired ones? Some multi-millionaires and some
companies could have a multi-tiered series
Atthe beginning of his article O Toole “Fearless Fintan”, not only fails to of trusts just for secrecy and

says that thiish Times’s editorial lineis:  give answers, he doesn’t know the right impenetrability.
“independent, not just of political questions!
parties, but also of private advantage”. John Martin In reality, in most cases a Trust
operates for concealing ownership.
But no one is suggesting thdte Irish
Timesis aligned to a political party, _ Ifatrusthasincome or ifatrust applies
although it has never been a friend of Lelter to the Editor for charitable status then the trust may
Fianna Fail. Neither is anyone suggestin . . have to account for its financial activities
that its editorial line is origntated t%g\]lvardsg DeCOd|ng the I”Sh to the Revenue Commissioners and for
rivate advantage. The charges against . this reason, secret trusts do not engage in
tphe paper are fa? more seriousgthangthat_ T|meS TrUSt? any activities other that the exercise of
The purpose of a Trust is to keep thingspower and as a result are impenetrable.
O Toole then goes on to say: secretand confidential. Even the names of
“Successive editors ofhe Irish  the Trustees do not have to be disclosedto And a note on obfuscation: it is a
Timessince the establishment of the the public. And when the names of sometactical ploy, if obfuscation is the objective,
trust have testified to the absolute or all of the Trustees are voluntarily to refertoaname, such as in this case The
editorial independence which it has disclosed, they do not have to disclose forlrish Times, without use of the other
afforded them”. whom they are acting in trust. essential word which would clarify what
is being referred to — whether The Irish
So, O Toole is asking us to believe  Theintentions of the owners/setlors of Times newspaper, the Irish Times Limited,
that, despite the control which McDowell the Trust are usually given to the trusteesthe Irish Times Trust or even The Irish
had over the board @he Irish Timeshe by what is called a ‘Letter of Wishes’ Times Trust Ltd.
made no attempt to influence its editorial whichis notsupposed to be legally binding Michael Stack.
line. But the evidence of the British on the Trustees, but which in practice the
Ambassador’s letter of 1969 suggests thatrustees will obey.
McDowell took a keen interest in the
editorial line and wanted clear guidance
from Downing Street as to whahe Irish
Timess editorial line should be.

In the case of the Irish Times Trust, it
appears that outward control is exercised
by the present holder of the “A” Shares in
Irish Times Limited and the presentholder

. . . is apparently Major Thomas B. Mc _ _
O Toole himself says in the article that Dowell. of John Martin's review of
McDowell was:

“...an extremely able manager with

Due to pressure of space

the finale instalment

track d of hand trol In cases like this—it would be normal Das Kapital
a.t;‘?‘c tr:ecor of han S'%n (ion ro for apersonin Major McDowell’s position,
within th€ ‘newspaper Inaustry N, nimself hold the “A” Shares under a has been held over

general andThe Irish Timesin

particular” separate trust (again secret and confid

ential) under which he holds this “A”
This certainly doesn'tindicate a passive Share in trust for the Irish Times Trust,
interest in the running dfhe Irish Times  and under which he has bound himself to
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Martin Mansergh And The Irish Times
A Polemic

Editorial Note: The story starts with Martin Mansergh’s artidléhy I'm Not A Spy In Spite Of All You Héhish Times
3.4.04) which was reproduced in the Aprith Political Reviewwith two replies sent to the paper: one from David Alvey and
the other from Jack Lane. The former did eventually appear in the paper on 19th April, but Jack Lane’s letter was igovwred. Be
are other salient letters and articles which have appeared on this issue at time of going to press, 17th May.

9h April 2004 Mansergh Not A ‘Mick’ As ateacher of journalism students | stresscontained racist references, attributed to Major
Martin Mansergh penned the strangest the importance of factual accuracy, so | am McDowell, directed at a former editor of The
column inThe Irish Timegast week in which  €mbarrassed by having made such a mistakelrish Times, Douglas Gageby, and contained a
he suggested that an articld@me Phoenif6/ That said, however, | stand by my belief request from Major McDowell for guidance
9/03) had supported, or even initiated, athat The Irish Times'’s record in this matter is from 10 Downing Street on editorial control of
conspiracy theory about the senator being ahardly beyond criticism. When Gilchrist's letter The Irish Times. Gageby was referred to as a
British spy. Thisis nonsense, as any reading ovas released by the British Public Record “renegade or white nigger”. _
the originaPhoeniarticle would immediately ~ Office in January 2000, the paper was guilty of  After attention was drawn to the letter in
indicate. self-censorship by failing to publishits contents, the Sunday Independent in late January 2003,
Manswergh says, among other things, thatespecially the claim that Major McDowell  The Irish Timesesponded once and once only
The Phoenixhad accused him of writing in referred to his editor at the time, Douglas with an anonymous article that attempted to
“hardly the most republican forum in the Gageby, as a “white nigger”, and that he waskill off interest in the story. Further discussion
media”. In fact, Goldhawk had merely quoted happy for Downing Street to direct or, at least, was, it would appear, closed off.
Mansergh’s farewell tSunday Business Post influence your paper's coverage of the North. ~ The censored letter is reproduced on
readers before he defected tolfie There he  Surely this was of importance to your staff and Indymedia.ie. The Irish Timeshas yet to
described théostas “a forum in which the readers. adequately discuss the import of the letter and,
bestways forward for an Irish republicanismism ~ These sensitive claims remained secretmore seriously, explain why disclosure of the
with legitimate, constitutional aims can be until discovered by Jack Lane of the Aubane letter was suppressed in January 2000.
freely discussed”. It was left to Goldhawk to Historical Society three yearslater. Hereported ~ Readers of Ireland’s newspaper of record
note that théT hardly fell into this category—  his discovery to you, but nothing appeared demand answers.
a category referred to by Manswergh himself. untilthe allegationsin the Gilchristletter finally [Niall Meehan, Dublin 7.Irish Time$
The rest of our article pointed to the historic @ppeared in the Sunday Independent. Next
incongruity of Manswergh’s ingratiating day, you then published the McDowell denial 7y, consents of the letter in question were
remarks in his neW column about Sir Garret ~ Story mentioned above which, in the light of ,, 1isned in The Irish Times on January 27th,
Fitzgerald and Major Tom McDowell and the previous cover-up, was surely an 3003 g soon as its existence was drawn to my
Bertie Ahern’s enthusiasm for “th&l’s  inappropriate way to report the matter.  s0.si0n—FEd., IT.
unrelenting anti-FF line [to] be countered” by  The implication of the blanket denials is
Manswergh_ This Commentary hardly |mp||es that the ambassador was |y|ng to his chiefs at

that Mansergh is some ace of spies for MI5... the British Foreign Office and the matter can 23rd April 2004 UNPUBLISHED
[FromPhoeniy  therefore hardly be said to have been resolveoLETTER

to anyone’s satisfaction.
| have long been an admirer of The Irish It was refreshing to read Roy
Times and, in my capacity as a media Greenslade’'s letter this morning (23 April)
commentator, | have often made public explaining the situation on how the Irish
Eﬁ:g&?gti:'s?_'Cgaaileﬁai//g”{ Opigir S]Sa?qﬁigtl'imes have dealt with the infamous letter
episode has stunned me. of the British Ambassador of 2nd Oct
By any objective journalistic criteria, the 1969 and correcting an impression he had
involvement of anewspaper controllerinaffairs given about your reporting of the
;’ef rset:égt’ati/se F;eo(;i:'f'greii”nté“(')'af]trW”rg fffrid allegations in that letter on 27th Jan 2003.
mﬁch greater candour fro?n a pape)r/’of r?ecord. Mr Greenslade had little to apologlse
[Roy Greenslade, Co. Donegdtish Time$ for, as you well know, because that item
on 27th Jan. '03 was not a report on the
Ambassador’s letter but a report on
McDowell’s (incredible) denial of all its
contents. But Mr Greenslade’s letter was
an example of scrupulous honesty as befits
a responsible professional journalist and
ex-editor. Do you recognise this
behaviour?

This was an example of a professional

22nd April 2004 Irishness Of Elizabeth
Bowen

| reject David Alvey’s assertion (April
20th) that Elizabeth Bowen was not an Irish
writer. Her work is infused with that peculiar
Anglo-Irish sensibility which left her feeling a
foreigner in both Ireland and England, at home
only in “the middle of the Irish sea”.

The Last September and A World of Love
are shot through with Irishness and nowhere is
the landscape of north Cork more lyrically
described than in Bowen’s Court.

| do hope that attempts to exclude Bowen
from the list of Irish writers is not due to her 23rd April 2004 British Ambassador’s

having beAeg (W:I:Sper it) g P&?tgﬁa_‘r'?t' 1969 Letter And'he Irish Times
[Aidan Harman, Corklrish Time$ | would like to correct a possibly un-

intentional error in a letter from David Alvey,
. . , publisher of the Irish Political Review (April
23rd April 2004 British Ambassador’s 10th).
1969 Letter Andhe Irish Times Mr Alvey wrote that a letter in 1969 from
May | apologise for certain remarks | made the British Ambassador to a Whitehall official ; ;
about your newspaper on Newstalk 106 onconcerning the then owner of The Irish Times, setting the record straight as soon and as
Monday evening? Major Thomas McDowell, was “released into Cl€arly ashe could. Couldyou please copy
| was wrong to say thahe Irish Timesad  the public domain in 2003”. In fact the letter his example and set the record as straight
not published any of the allegations made inWas released into the public domain in the about what Senator Martin Mansergh
1969 by the then British ambassador, Sir British Public ReCOdeOﬁlce|n\]anl:lary2000. a”eged about me in your paper on 3rd
Andrew Gilchrist, about a conversation he had It would be correct to say that that it was first

with your paper’s former chairman and current publishedin 2003 in the Irish Political Review.
president for life, Major Thomas McDowell. ~ The lIrish Times apparently deliberately
| now know that the substance of these ignored this letteiThe Irish Timepublished a

April? You have a letter from me for
nearly 3 weeks rejecting his allegations. |
cannot understand how you refuse to help

allegations was carried by your paper on Storyonotherlettersinthe PROfile concerningme clear his name, mine and your
January 27th, 2003 in a story headlined “Major the ambassador and Major McDowell in yepytation by simply publishing my short
McDowell rejects UK envoy’s claim”. January 2000. The letter that was suppresseclietter. You also have a full report of the
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whole issue by me, another copy attachedFlizabeth Bowen should not be regarded as arwhere her sympathies lay by spying against
and there seems no prospect of that being#riSh_ writer on the gromt.l?r(]j_s tgtattshe spied for alrellafndlf?r the l?rr]itishfintel!igen(lze services. Ir:

. . : oreign power against this State. political terms, therefore, it makes no sense to
published eriner. Perhaps you might have The notion of national literatures will celebrate heras an Irish writer. That she was an
the courtesy of at least telling me why.  rohaply be with us for as long as the nation- Irish Protestant is irrelevant to the point at

Intoday’s paper you plumb even deeperstate is with us. Whether this helps the issue.
into the depths of misrepresentation. Youunderstanding of literature itself is another ~ From a literary point of view the case
say in a noteThe contents of the letter in q;Jtehstion.t_To trtlr:a e'z(tetn; thatc?ng_does maktla_usag?instEher ist i\\/en sttrongBer. g cleatrr-]head?d
: : of the notion, the test for including a novel in critic, Ernest Augustus Boyd, author o
ggggtlon were pUb.lt'She(.j (tm Januarde7th.a country’s literature is not the politics of its Ireland’s Literary Renaissance, maintained that

» as soon af Its existence was raV\”‘éluthor, but the extent to which it engages with to designate Anglicised writers such as Swift,
to my attention. the lives of people within it. Berkeley, Sheridan, Goldsmith and even Shaw

You know very well thatthe letterwas | her fine novel The Last September, setand Wilde as Irish was to debase the idea of a
drawn to your attention on 10 Jan. 2003 byin an Anglo-Irish big house, Elizabeth Bowen national Irish literature. Their works should be
me and you replied on the 15th JanuarydOGS engage dgeply \(vith Irish society at aa}ppreciated fqrwhattheyare:wor!(s quninsh
saying you wereunable to confirm the crucial moment in its history. That alone is a literature, a literature that has, incidentally,

itV of it and did NOT publish reason to regard the novel as part of Irishgenerally been popular in Ireland.
verac!y ori an. youdi publis literature. Elizabeth Bowen wrote at a time when
anything about it. How could you have As it happens, most of the Anglo-lrish nationalindependence had been achieved. She
published it if you doubted the veracity of people in that novel seem to be crypto- could have joined the endeavour to forge a new
it? This correspondence with you has beernationalists, at least in their personal national literature here. She chose not to. For
in the public domain for nearly a year now symp_athlesz and there are even |no_I|cat|ons ofher services to English literature she_ was

d the fact irrefutable. M | startlingly high levels of anglophobia among awarded the CBE and made a Companion of
ar'l e facts are irrefutable. Many peopl€ynem And as for Bowen’s spying activities, Literature by the Royal Society of Literature.
will therefore know the facts of the case. these donotseemto have amountedtoanything Designating her as an Irish writer is like
You cannot suppress them by morevery much more sinister than sitting in the describingthe English novelist, Joseph Conrad,
pathetic censoring and misrepresentationgublic gallery of the D_éil during a debate, and who was born in Poland, as a Polish writer.
on your part. However, you can salvagetak'“g tea with Archbishop McQuaid. Assuredly the Poles do not claim Conrad.

t t'. b . | But even if she had been less ambivalentinThey have a measure of cultural self-respect.
your reputation by coming clean. her political sympathies, the view that a section [David Alvey, Publisher, Irish Political

After the Sunday Independent later of her work forms part of Irish literature would  Review, Dalkey, Co Dublinlrish Time3
made a national issue of the letter you hachot make the definition of national tradition

no choice but to respond and you did so byany less coherent than it usually is.

publishing Major McDowell’s total [FromAnne NolanGresham House, 29th April 2004 British Ambassador’s
denials. You did not publish the full letter Dublin 1. Irish Time$ 1969 Letter AndThe Irish Times
and therefore ‘the contents’ as you claim. o lROY Gfrien]s'%dg has fUSheg_to iﬁ_dgmel_nt in
- . . . is letter of April 23rd, compounding his earlier,
Please presen t these facts (?f the case ip7th April 2004 Irishness Of Elizabeth acknowledged inaccuracy. There was no “cover
your paper, ‘ajournal of record’ remember, Bowen up” (his term) in The Irish Times's reportage
as a matter of urgency. What remains of ~ Aidan Harman's letter on Elizabeth ofthe 1969 British governmentpapers, released
your integrity demands it. Bowen’s Irishness (April 22nd) prompted me to the public in January 2000 under the 30-year
By way of contrasting you with your tolook up David Alvey’s earlier diatribe, which  rule.
| hadn't seen. The facts are that in late December 1999,

pe_e_r_s I should re_m'nd_ you that | was Itis pointless to argue that Bowen wasn’'t Ms Rachel Donnelly, a reporter from the
criticised by the Irish Times under your |rish. She was born in Dublin and, unless Mr London office of The Irish Times, was assigned
predecessor and he had the decency ttMcDowell's regrettable referendum has to examine the 1969 papers (embargoed to
publish ALL letters | sent for publication. retroactive effect, will remain Irish forever.  January 1st, 2000) at the Public Record Office
See the Irish Times of 23/5/97 and 11/9/ _ That she might have given political in Kew.

i, . allegiance to another powerinatime of perilis ~ She identified one letter, written on
97. In addition the then editor, Cor!0r neither here nor there:—Irish people have givenDecember 29th, 1969 by the head of the Irish
Brady, also OFFERED me afeature article pgjitical allegiance to many different powers section atthe Foreign Office, Mr Kelvin White,
to explain myself, which he published on over the centuries. William Joyce was to the British Ambassador in Dublin, Sir
29/7/97. Earlier this week | wrote a letter undoubtedly Irish and gave his political Andrew Gilchrist.
the Guardian to clarify a point and they aII_e_giance to Hitler (though | believe itwas_his In this Iettgr.MrWhitewrote of MajorT_B,
published it 2 days later. And the Guardian British passport th_at eventua_llly hanged hlm). McDowell's willingnessto actas alink between

art ) ) I am fed up with the notion that there is the British and Irish governments and to have
had not even mentioned, never mind triedsych a thing as an “Irish writer”. There are Irish The Irish Times play a role in organising a
to defame, me. And now we have Mr. people who write. They do so and have done saconference of “prominent people”.
Greenslade setting another example forin many different traditions. In some cases,  Major McDowell was then one of anumber
you on how to behave. SUChtanJ_?yCE, they found the need to start theiof directors of The Irish Times Ltd. Later he
own traditions. became chairman.

Why can you not copy your peers? Mr Alvey needs to rethink the notion that ~ Over recentdays | have confirmed with the
Why are you lowering the standards of there is such a thing as a “national tradition”. London Editor of The Irish Times, Mr Erank
your paper and yourself? Do you have If, by that, he really means “nationalist”, let Millar, thatMs Donnelly’s examination yielded
some sort of death wish for your own him say so. There is a nationalist t‘radiltion. |t.iS only this one letter. She did not come across
personal reputation? Please pluck up thebut one of many, all of them lIrish in their another letter, dated October 2nd, 1969 from

i . ., _different ways. the ambassador to Mr White.
courage to act as befits aresponsible editor [Paul Kenny, Dublin 121rish Time3 In this letter, the ambassador quoted Major
like your peers and redeem yourself. McDowell as having described my predecessor
[Jack Lane, Aubane, Co. Cork. as editor, Mr Douglas Gageby, as a “renegade
Submitted tolrish Time$ ~ 28th April 2004 Irishness Of Elizabeth or white nigger”. Major McDowell has since
Bowen denied ever using these terms.

Elizabeth Bowen may have felt like “a At the weekend, Mr Millar furthermore
26th April 2004 Irishness Of Elizabeth foreigner in both Ireland and England”, as confirmed with Ms Donnelly, a conscientious
Bowen Aidan Harmon argues (April 22nd), but she @nd experienced journalist, that she saw and

David Alvey (April 19th) suggests that nonetheless gave her allegiance to EnglandePorted on the contents of only one Iett?r and
During the second World War she showed that she had not encountered the terms “white
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nigger” or “renegade” in what she read on the does not recognise fixed national boundaries.magically assembled words is clearly not an
file. Singer’s heart belonged to more than one placeEnglish mind. He was as much English as
The letter which she saw formed the basis and—indeed—more than one time. James Joyce was Swiss, or better still, Samuel
of the report published in The Irish Times in David Alvey's letter appeared in the same Beckett was French.
January 2000. This detailed Major McDowell’s edition in which Eileen Battersby reported on Moreover, Conrad personifies the
contact with the Foreign Office and his offers Cuirt, welcoming new and old voices from ambiguities of identity. He described himself
of assistance. eastern Europe. Some contemporary Estoniansis Polish, though he was from the Ukraine,
To allege a cover-up is gravely defamatory writers have been looking East, as it happenswhich is both a geographical entity, and a tribal
of me in my role as editor, as well as of the not West, and their writing is all the more one: ethnic Poles, Russians, Ukrainians,
other journalists involved. | do not know why interesting because of that. Will future Irish Belorussians, Jews, Moldovans all live there.
or how the letter of October 2nd, 1969 did not writers find the labels Irish, Anglo-Irish or Moreover, there are “Ukrainians” in Poland
come to the attention of our reporter. The fact English to be meaningful or will they be happy and the Czech Republic—the latter being the
is that it did not. to be classified simply as European, whetheronly example that comes to mind where the
Nor did it come to the notice of any of the they write in Irish or English? What elements country is not defined by the land itself, as in
other journalists who examined the files when in their writing will qualify them to use the Ireland, France, Germany, but by the tribal
they were made available on December 22ndlabel “European”? It is, perhaps, far too early polity which resides there. And perhaps

and 23rd, 1999. Other journalists assigned toto say. appropriately, for its capital was the birthplace
thistask, as lunderstand it, included Mr Bernard [Gabriel Rosenstock,Co Atha Cliatlrish Time$ of Kafka, the Jewish-Czech-German who wrote
Purcell of the Irish Independent and Mr Aidan in the language of the country that gave the
Hennigan, representing the Irish Examiner. world the Third Reich, and which had a theory

Surely it is not without significance that . . G or two about what constituted nationality.
not only did The Irish Times not report on this le Insh_man s Diary All of which doesn't tell us a great deal,
letter, neither did any other news medium. Each spring, thelimesof London has  gaye this: the association of land with political,
Does Mr Greenslade or anyone else |€tters aboutthe firstcuckoo. Heréline Irish  national or tribal identity is of relatively recent
seriously believe, if such a letter had been Times at around the same time of year, we qrigin over most of Europe, and the sort of
uncovered by Irish journalists at this time and have letters questioning the Irishness of gimple oyalty which romantic nationalists
“covered up” by someone else, that this would Elizabeth Bowen. The subjects tell us a greatemprace is quite beyond the capacity—or better
not have become instantly known throughout de@l about the priorities of the respective gij|| the breadth of vision—of many. Which
the various newsrooms? There would havereaderships, writes Kevin Myers. makes nonsense of Ernest Augustus Boyd’s
been uproar—most especially in The Irisn  T1he English, who notionally have four g ggestion, quoted approvingly by David
Times. Ifhe believes otherwise, Mr Greenslade S€aSons, are interested in the weather. Theyyey, that “to designate anglicised writers
does not understand the values that imbue thd"sh, who—up until recently, anyway—had g,ch as Swift, Berkeley, Sheridan, Goldsmith,
journalism of this newspaper. just one season entitled a grand soft day thankynq even Shaw and Wilde as Irish was to
The Irish Times—along with other God, are more interested in identity. debase the idea of a national Irish literature”. It
newspapers—may have been guilty of an _Actually, | had come to believe that the gepases nothing, but merely makes the
omission or oversight. |ssue’of Irishness” was as old hat as Jamesyefinition of Irishness more catholic and
For that, as editor, | have to take Bond'sporkpie, butclearly not. Arecentletter complex. For empires invariably create
responsibility. But neither | nor any of my from David Alvey, publisher of the Irish  5nomalies.
colleagues was guilty of any suppression or Political Review, declared that in political Albert Camus played soccer for Algeria,
distortion. terms, it makes no sense to celebrate Elizabethyt\yas not Algerian; yet neither was he French.
Mr Greenslade was himself a newspaper BOWen as an Irish writer, because she spieds,yitt and Goldsmith were not English, but
editor. He knows that errors, omissions and against Ireland for the Bf't'Sh- So Irishness is \yere products of institutions that were both
failures of judgment do occur. Ours is a very Notamatter of where you're from, buthowyou pecyjiar, and peculiarly Irish, long before the
imperfect craft, executed under severe timethink. This presumably means that Irish \tion of a fully separate Irish national polity

constraints. unionists, north and south, who were in favour 54 emerged. To make their Irishness
In conclusion, let me add that | had my Of Ireland entering the second World War, contingentupon a modern definition ofidentity,
differences with Major T.B. McDowell while Were less Irish than Irish nationalists. one which would have made no sense to them,

| was editor (1986-2002), mainly about the Ah. So did the leaders of the IRA, who g simply anachronous.

organisations’s pace of change and its capacit2ctively soughta Nazivictory, ceasetobe Irish - hey |ocated their narratives in England

to face future challenges. because of it? Did Paddy Devlin, later of the pecause of its cultural eminence amongst
But in those 16 years | had an absolutely SDLP, whose IRA unit shone lights to guide \yiters in English, and because England was

free hand in relation to editorial content and Luftwaffe bombers onto Belfast—a far more \yhere money and respect lay. As a matter of

policy and never encountered the slightestgff]:nouS deed than anything Elizabeth Bowencqyrse, Sheridan often used the word “English”

pressure of any kind. I —thgs cease to be Irish? And what about,yhen he meant British.
| have no doubt it was the same in Mr France? Whataboutthe collaborationistmilice,  The |rish journalist Russell, writing from
Gageby'’s editorship. many of whom ended the war with a Gauloise crimea, regularly spoke of “English troops”

[Conor Brady, Editor Emeritus, 2ndawall?Didthey ce’?se_ tobe Frenchbecausg hen he clearly meant Scottish or Irish. Arthur
Monkstown, Co Dublin.Irish Timeg  they served Germany? Did the Scandinaviansconan Doyle set his novels not in Edinburgh,
of Das Viking SS Division forfeit their national \yhere he first mastered the arts of deductive
30th April 2004 Irishness Of Elizabeth identities merely because of a single dec'S'Onreasoning, but London, and with English
Bowen they had taken? » heroes.
David Alvey (April 28th) says the Poles do .. ; Conversely, was Willie Brandt,whoserved s he less Scottish because of this? And
not claim Conrad. Does anybody claim him? with the Norwegian resistance during the war, a5 Elizabeth Bowen less Irish because she

= ( :
Yes, the world. That should be sufficient. alesser German because of it? And what aboufy oy |d have seen this country occupied by the

; h ._all those brave men who conspired againstajjies i ivi i
Who claims someone like Isaac Bashevis p g Allies in preference to a Nazi victory, with the

. . . Hitler, and wan n Allied victory? Wer i ; ioti wilicati
Singer—one of the most haunting voices of the thésacio?din glytleedssaGermgg th;:;c;hi Aus?rgnconcomltant ruin of Christian civilisation across .
20th century—who wrote in Yiddish? The > > they were trying (o kill? the world? And is that what Irishness means:
Poles? The Jews? The Americans? We can all* - ' .. thatthe defence of national sovereignty in the

o David Alvey declared that designating garkest hour in world history must take
C'a'”.‘ him. When Bepkett was asked_ was he aNBowen as an Irish writer is like describing “the d th t y ti f all
Englishman he replied, “Au contraire”. That ¢ precedence over tne protection of a

Lo L glish novelist Joseph Conrad, who was borng;yjjisation, even if such a defence ends both
didn’timply he was French. Politically, hewas Poland, as a Polish writer”. An interesting that eivilisation and Irishness itsel?

more interested in the French Resistance tr,‘arbbservation. Has he ever tried telling a Pole | tryth, the argument is circular. “Is
in the lrish Resistance, but politics 1N that Any Poles I have spoken to are, properly.gizapeth Bowen Irish?” is a uniquely Irish
everything. .. very proud of Conrad. He wrote in English, 10 question '

Surely it's a matter of where the heart is be sure, butitis a strange English; and the mind Even.to ask it means the answer is Yes.

and it is not always easy to define the heart’s ; ;
place geographically. The artist's imagination at work behind those curiously though [Kevin Myers. Irish Time$
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2nd May 2004 UNPUBLISHED together a scenario of what has beenl8, yet condemns the blood sacrifice

ARTICLE: happening based on the known facts. Somentality of the leaders ofthe 1916 Rising,
The Gilchrist Letter And The we need to piece together a historfbé  an insurrection which caused a few
History Of The Irish Times Irish Timesin the light of the Gilchrist hundred casualties and successfully
The editors ofThe Irish Timedrom  letter. What follows is my tuppence sparked off the Irish national revolution.
1969 to the present, together with everyonehalfpenny worth. His column is published on several days
involved in the management of the of the week and on Sunday he writes for

newspaper during that time, owe Irish  The period around 1969-1970 was athe Sunday Telegrapha newspaper
society an explanation. They need tocritical time in Irish politics due to the aligned with the British Conservative
explain why their newspaper has beenoutbreak of political violence in the North Party. Irish national values are excoriated
running scared from questions about aand later the Arms Trial in the South. It inthe weekday columns but English values
letter that shows the British Government was also a critical time in the evolution of are not criticized in the Sunday column.
being invited to tak&he Irish Timesn The lIrish Times The transition of the

hand. They also need to explain the letterpaper from being a relatively small Fintan O’'Toole on the other hand
itself. newspaper orientated towards thedevotes his column to giving society in
Protestant minority to becoming the the Republicabad conscience aboutitself.
national newspaper of record was almostWe are an irredeemable people as instan-
complete. The mould dthe Irish Times ced by the antics of our largest political
Ambassador, and was addressed toW.K.K 55 5 major newspaper was set at this timeparty. What we need is foreign influence

White of the Foreign and Commonwealth gy 411y the time when the Major had his and plenty of it!
Office in London. Itis marked Secretand |iije chat with Sir Andrew.

Personal and its final sentence redts,
am destroying the correspondence”. In
the letter Sir Andrew relates how one of
the owners ofThe Irish Times Major
Thomas McDowell, had asked the British
Government for‘a certain degree of
guidance”. He concludes by asking Mr.
White to assure No 1@hat we will do

The letter was written on October 2nd
1969 by Sir Andrew Gilchrist, the British

Allthings considered Major McDowell

Throughout the seventies, eighties andmust be happy enough with the way things
early nineties,The Irish Timesas a have turned out.
nationalist newspaper, competed with
another daily newspaper, thissh Press We are owed an explanation about the
a paper historically connected with the Gilchrist letter. At this stage nothing less
Fianna Fail Party. Perhaps The Irish Timeghan a detailed, objectively verified, history
provided some services that justified Roy of The Irish Timesince 1969 will suffice.

what we can to exploit this opening”.  Greensiade’s high opinion of it. But the [Editorial Note: David Alvey was
. . N end result was that tHash Presswent encouraged to submit the article above by
The manner in whiclihe Irish Times ;.| liquidation in 1995. the ‘Opinion Page Editor’ of the Irish Times
has responded to this extraordinary letter in response to polemical items criticising

this magazine and its contributors.

raises guestions. Whywas it missed by all Since the early nineties an anti-national 27 .
Publication was then rejected.]

of the Irish journalists who went to the bias has steadily gained ground in Irish

Public Record Office in Kew in late society. Some commentators have see
December 19997 Andwhyd|dthepresentthis as positive movement towards

editor of the paper, Gr—_zraldl_ne Kennedy, internationalism, a shift away from the . . .
not make it known to Irish Timesaders L - In reply to David Alvey, editor of the Irish
. constricting narrowness of national p litical Revi April 19th). | freel
when sent a photocopy of it by Jack Lane _ | . q ¢ olitical Review (Apri ), | freely
culture. But it is not a departure from acknowledge that the Aubane Historical

prlor_to |_ts publicationin tthhEOI'tlcal national culture. It is a displacement of Society and authors Brendan Clifford and Jack
Reviewn early January 2003 Irish national culture with English national Lane dogoodworkinkeeping alive the memory
. . of many notable people from north Cork and in

~ The various ploys used bBihe Irish culture. publishing valuable historical documents.
Timesto duck the issue have been It can be observed in the way that an What | take issue with is their treatment of
described by Roy Greenslade, arespecteﬁir_lsipid version of Irish history has won some people and institutions, coming from

English media specialist, in a letter to the - e .. (suspect) cultural minority origins, with any
nevg\J/spaper on Alz)ril 23rd. He said that asOUt completely in the universities and is exposed lapse or evidence of dual loyalties

! ) now being taught in the schools. And it being extrapolated to justify blanket
a long time admirer of the paper he was ., po ohserved in the way that Irish condemnation without appeal.

stunned by its stance. He considered tha}iterature has been provincialised: I am frankly incredulous that anyone in
the involvement of anewspaper controller ;. - o o oo regional branch of 2004 should seek to impugn the lrishness of

in talks with the representative of a foreign - .. The Irish Times and treat it as an agent of
. . English literature, hence the very English gyitish i i i
country required a more candid response g y ENg British influence in Ireland. Certainly, as a

novels of Elizabeth Bowen must be successful paper for modern Ireland, it does
Surprisingly, that statement elicited, regarded as Irish literature. These trenddhotreflectthe values of de Valera's Ireland any

; han it refl he ol I f Anglo-

Times but a letter from a former editor, bY Irish Timeswriters. Have the conspiracy theorists overlooked
: . he fact that i i i f th

Conor B_rady, who chided MrGregnsIade Two of the paper’s columnists who tTre lz)alct tDat ItT eogtor %urlng mfosrtmor Itrieh
for making a mistake on a detail of the h d iderable infl Iroubles, Douglas Gageby, as a tormer Irs
storv and otherwise said verv little €ach command considerable Intiuenceintelligence officer, was surely a match for any

y y : deserve especial mention: Kevin Myers counter-influences? How about asking those

When a closed institution s determined @nd Fintan O'Toole. Kevin Myers is an Who have worked for the paper over the years,

. . ; 2 Pr just reading it?
to keep silent on a sensitive matter Unashamed anglophile who sees nothing? JOne shou% not confuse opinion columns,

concerning itself, it can be difficult to get Wrong in the futile sgprifice Of, hun'dreds editorials or letters pages with mainstream
to the truth. Difficult but not impossible. Of thousands of British soldiers in the news coverage. No newspaper these days can
In the circumstances it is usual to piecetrench warfare of the Great War of 1914- afford to be politically aligned. Nor has lack of
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a party paper kept Fianna Fail long out of [Martin Mansergh, Seanad Eireann. diminishing Protestant sub-class, those of
government. Irish Time3 Anglo-Irish background, was born in England
The days are gone when Daniel Corkery and educated at a public school, decades of
could dispute the Irishness of J.M. Synge, or . . Irish public service will not dispel every
Patrick Kavanagh, subsidised by Archbishop 8th-May 2004 Irishness Of Elizabeth  |igering suspicion.”
McQuaid, deny the Irishness of Yeats. No self- Bowen Herecalls a prominent Gaeilgeoir historian
appointed cultural guardians have any rightor ~ Senator Martin Mansergh (May 3rd) is being asked by friends in relation to the Senator:
authority to strip Elizabeth Bowen of her Irish keen to rebut attacks on Elizabeth Bowen’s “Can we trust him?” Then a former minister
nationality, background and birthright, or to identity as an Irishwoman. In the light of wentonrecord as saying: “He was educated at
deny her contribution to Irish as well as English currentcontroversies, his emphasis onthe placexford University, right? Well then, you'd
literature. Lane and Clifford have done a serviceof her birth as conclusive of the question is have to ask, who does he work for?” And two

in publishing her actually quite sympathetic interesting. low-minded holders of high office told a former
confidential wartime reports as a writer and No doubt he will be campaigning for a No government press secretary they had reason to
journalist on public opinion in Ireland and its vote next month. believe the Senator was a British agent and
attachment to neutrality. They were sentnotto [Fergus O'Rourke, Co. CorKrish Time$ asked him to find out more.
anintelligence service butinitially to the junior Inthe face of all such defamation, however,
Minister of Information, Harold Nicolson. 7th May 2004 Irishness Of Elizabeth Dr.Mansergh doesn’tregard [sic] his decision
That episode in her life is treated as grist to Bowen to return home over 30 years ago to serve
the mill of Brendan Clifford’s view of landed Ireland. And no, he isn't paranoid. He

Perhaps the moment has come to r(.as'toreacknowledges that in Ireland he has enjoyed
rature in Ireland to the status of a regional

British literature. That appears to be Kevin great trust.
Myers’s object. But surely it would be best

families, resident or not for however many .

: P lite
centuries, and regardless of their involvement
with Ireland post-independence, as

irredeemably and exclusively English. Lane done straightforwardly rather than by such
and Clifford’s gloating over the destruction of devices asgthose he ﬁsed to make Eylizabet needto repeatyetagain his comprehensive and
Bowenscourt, andthesuggestionthatEIizabethBOWen an Irish writer. In his Diary of April tP\istoric contribution as adviser to successive
Bowen chose to be buried in Farahy, North Oth he reiected the viéw that leisgness%notadministrations, especially in the sphere of
Cork, only because she regarded the graveyan? tter éf where vou're from but how vou Irish/British relations: suffice it to say that,
as a little piece of England, represents anﬁ]irr?f,, y Y largely thanks to him, the situation has been
incorrigible form of cultural hatred that Ré'ection of the view that the character of immeasurably improved and countless lives
deserves to be repeatedly and Vigorous'lywritin Jis determined by birthplace rather than saved.
challenged as long as it is maintained. thou %t-content Ieads){o strrfn e conclusions His perspective is extraordinary if not
All of this is set in a context of a bizarre Itmag determine that EIizabetthowen was an'unique. He isn’'t only an heir to the better
y traditions of the Big House. He is the definitive

revisionism, as that term is applied to recentIrish writer, but it also determines that George
German history, that Britain caused the second ' . 9 contemporary interpreter of constitutional Irish
Orwell was a Burmese writer, even though he

World War and by extension was responsiblei niversally taken to be one of the premi rrepublicanism.

for the extermination of the Jews. The view of é’ ul' ﬁ se_lty af(teh 0 'dez%tr? 0 t € plte | € It is surely sad that at this stage he finds it
Rev William Ferris in 1948, frankly not worth dgt%:fnir\:\glsetrré\?A ecTcl)n}us [Acirl]liﬁ;)i/r'e ,‘?]Sig necessary to defend himself against
republishing — that “the English are the great not a Erench poet pAF\)nd of courspe itdeterrﬁinesMccarthyite attack. But isn't it sadder still
war-lords of moderntimes”, who “have played that Mr M ers%iméelfisnotanlrish olemicist that apparently no-one, not even here in North
for several centuries the grand Satanic role of At y twh p Minist ° Munster where he is one of our own, should
mischief-maker to Europe and the world. amoment wnen ourprogressive Vinister 1, e sprung to his defence?

) : for Justice is proposing to break the connection . N
Around England’s name centres practically ) i T [Brendan HalliganLimerick Leadet.
the whole terrible story of modern warfare” — between birthplace and nationality, it would
urely be more sensible if Mr Myers dropped

is enthusiastically endorsed as a widespreal . o . 10th May 2004 Competing Notions Of
view then and not invalidated today. tﬂgtsﬁtzarglt(fjr:zlilztlltr:erlnaunsollr}gsn?griﬁszerrt'g\?igcr:)i?:lrlll| ish Peing
While | am not accused of being a spy, my P yap 1a’ Inshness , .
o - = branch of English literature, and that any Irish Martin Mansergh’s accusation (May 3rd)
father, who was a British wartime civil servant =~ = - . : . . o )
. g . ; writing which cannot be included in English that certain writings of Brendan Clifford and
in the Ministry of Information, which dealt . : . ; -
literature is not worth preserving as literature. Jack Lane represent “an incorrigible form of

with press and public relations, is so accused, : . SIS o T S S
which is the next best thing. To correct other T_hat is the meaning which is implicit in his cultural hatred” cannot be allowed to go

errors by Clifford, Nicholas Mansergh went to piece. . . . unanswered. .
school % Ireland, not in England. I—?e was not [Pat Murphy, Dublin 3.Irish Time$ Brendan Clifford, Jack Lane and others

an imperialist, but an anti-imperialist, as he who contributed to the Athol Books publishing

told this newspaper in 1984, and he wrote with 8th May 2004 Belittling A Big Irishman ~ 9roup propagated the “two nations theory” in
Dy St s Sanin o 1 Fom e g ovss
and Indian nationalism. In his mostimportant  my saddest holiday reading was a denial societ COI}llStitUted a distinct national
lecture in 1947 he told an audience including by our neighbour Martin Mansergh of commgnit
BI‘ItISh Ministers .and Offl(-:lals that a m|Stake Friarsfiekj’ Tipperary’ that he is a Br|t|sh Spy The ayr' ued their case in o OSitiOn to a”
had been made in 1921 in ruling out external The charge of espionage is self-evidently 5 sur?dr gand sustained it thr%% h the entire
association. India became a republic in theridiculous and hasn't been made in so many i of yoIiticaI violence. Let otr?ers be the
Commonwealth shortly afterwards. As for his words. But sinister insinuations have been '?Jd e of w?watinfluence those ideas had on the
_qlija“tléfi asahlsltorlar\]n, |W3U|dtpreger:_tha“0kbe circulating ever since he started writing for Jcongflict
judged by people who understand his work. The Irish Times six months ago. ' , -
~ Thespiritof Fianna Fail invoked by Clifford In his first article he had the temerity to andeh:\ye;/;eirs aallsr%;e;g%ZSétgﬁe?ELouurgﬂlggd
is not |nfus¢d with pol_ltlcal_blgotry or virulent praise The Irish Times Trust, “which keeps at State Histoeicgl and e?nalytical work oroduced
anglophobia or a nationalism that excludes apay wealthy proprietors with the powerto hold ;- “crurch and State laid the basips for the
prIOI’I anypal’tofatl’adltlo_nthatldentIfIESWIth governments to ransom_“ The case againStsuccessfuI a itations Of the Cam ai n to
Ireland. Nor were such attitudes those of Eamonpjm seems to be that 34 years earlier a membeée arate Chu?ch and State in the 19£§)Onghese
de Valera. In faCt, he reca”ed Cha}l’les Berey, Of the newspaper’s board reported|y maFt)terS are We” known and documentea
Irish ambassador to Germany in 1939, for complained to the then British ambassador That thev should have enaaaed in these
rampant anglophobia and anti-Semitism. aboutthe then editor’s policy line onthe North, )\ i s whi}lle harbouring a big ogtJed view of
Few people share the desire to see reinstatedyhjle seeking guidance from Downing Street lgrojtestants s im ossibglle AS hundreds of
the sometimes aggressive ideological on Jines to follow.” All of which, of course, conle who assedpthrou h Athol Books Know
dogr_natlsm that was more prevalent in a lessgoyldn't have had anything to do with Dr. ﬁ ispa S a?:e where ?ao le from diversé
confident Ireland of 50 or 60 years ago and thatpansergh. back rou?]ds discuss idgasﬁ)n a spirit of robust
has no contribution to make to peace and  Sowhy has he been fingered? He answer 9 P

g : 1y Nas umour.
reconciliation or any greater future unity. the question himself: “If one comes fromthat * 14 rtin Mansergh sees Brendan Clifford’s
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Indeed he has. And justly so. There’s no



description of the demolition of Bowenscourt am charged with describing him as a spy. It Times columnists do.

by a farmer who owned it as “gloating”. | do never occurred to me that he might be a spy, [Brendan Clifford. Irish Time$
not. | see it as a writer describing a historical though he reveals that some of his colleagues
process in plain language. thought him one. Although the response from

The people charged with giving leadership Aubane was not published, he concedes in th 17ttt|h I\|_/|Ia 2004[A Little Man From A
to the society, the Anglo-Irish landlords, failed 2nd Denunciation that no such allegation was ittle House]

to make provision for the social development made about himself, but claims | madeitabout ~ Brendan Halligan’s item “Belittling a
of the people, and when the people eventuallyhis father. But his father was an open big Irishman from the Big House” (8/5/
attained ameasure of social power they quicklyfunctionary of the British Empire. He did not 04) has been drawn to my attention as |
forgotabouttheir former landlords. Describing go around under false appearances spying OUt 14 other members of this tiny local history
historical processes in plain language isthe country as Bowen did. His book on Ireland
conducive to coherent thought about thosewas honestly published as a CommonwealthgrOUpW_ere the only people aCtu_a"y ngmed
processes. The converse, | believe, is also truedocument. And its evasions are what onePy Martin Mansergh as accusing him of

Martin Mansergh concludes his long letter expects from a writer in the British interest: being a spy.
with a reference to the “aggressive ideological the 1918 Election and the Treaty ultimatum. He provided no evidence for this
dogmatism thatwas prevalentin aless confidentAnd his book on the Great War, which begancharge as there is none. | wrote
Ireland of 50 or 60 years ago”. The implication as lectures to a college for Protestant young. . - . .
is that materials written by Jack Lane and ladies in Dublin in 1944, is little more than a 'm_med'ately.to The Irish Tl.mes to reje_'Ct
Brendan Clifford for the Aubane Historical recycling of the British war propaganda of this accusation but they did not publish
Society are a throwback to such dogmatism. 1914, completely at variance with the views of my letter and | asked Mr. Mansergh to
A He rehally has got the wlrong ?nd oftrt;e stihck Connolly, Cﬁsemhent, and I;ianna Flaill.1 help me ‘clear his name by having it

ere. There is an overlap of membership  Bowen, though a spy and an English writer, ;
between Athol Books and the Aubane was actually included in the “North Cork DUb|_I:ShEd but h(;reflljs'eﬁ t(_?_.do SO. h
Historical Society. Much of the material Anthology” so that people might sample her, _owever, the Iris !mes then
published by the Aubane Historical Society is since she had occasionally lived in her Published a long letter by him where he
produced for a twofold political purpose: to Cromwellian mansion there, as isolated from withdrew this particular accusation against
prevent the Irish national tradition from being the populace as any of her ancestors. Butys but made more allegations. See the
maligned, and to emphasise the part of thatMansergh'’s inclusivenessis such thathe wants ; :
tradition that is rooted in cultural diversity and William Ferris excluded because he wrote thatS1rISh Times Letters page of Monday, 3rd
tolerance. “the English are the great war-lords of modern May 2004. .

The challenge for political writers in time”. Are we required to describe the state | would be grateful therefore if you
contemporary Ireland is to address the vacuumwhich has fought many more wars than any would give as much prominence in your
created by the decline of Catholic nationalism. other in modern times as a peace-loving state’haper to Mr. Mansergh’s withdrawal of
When Kevin Myers, Martin Mansergh and One might argue that it was good for the world this particular accusation as that given to
others designate the novels of Elizabeth Bowento be made war upon by Britain, but it is | . .
as a part of Irish literature, consciously or not, perverse to deny that it has been making Walhls original charge. | am su.re your
they are treating Ireland as if it was West almost continuously from a position of safety Neéwspaper would not want ‘to give legs’
Britain. There is no surer way of undermining for over 300 years. to this particular piece of nonsense when
what is unique about Irish culture. Mansergh’s summary of my views on the the author himself has withdrawn it.

Clearly the issues raised in this exchange2nd World War would be worthy of “Pravda”. As | was born and reared in alabourer’s
are too large to be properly aired in the letters| held that Britain prevented France from .
page of The Irish Times. Information about making a workable settlement with Germany C_ottage '_n North C,ork (_:an | suggest the
Athol Books and the Aubane Historical Society in 1919, and facilitated the growth of Nazi title “Belittling a little Irishman from a
can be had at www.atholbooks.org. power for six years, before encouraging PolandLittle House” for such an item?

[David Alvey, Publisher, Irish Political to reject a moderate German proposal for  Of course, if Mr Mansergh wants to

Review, Dalkey, Co Dublinlrish Time$ settlement of the Danzig issue by offering it a yopate with us in your columns on any of

military guarantee,and then failing to deliver . . . .
when the German/Polish war broke out. Itthenthe issues that he has raised in connection

w4 Martln Mansergh, declared war on Germany but failed to Withthisred herringwe would be delighted
Nationalism And Elizabeth Bowen prosecute it, wasting many months trying to to do so. It has not proved possible to have
I\_(etter tc:)lt_)e E?Ub“ihe? in full OtrSOt atall - get into the Soviet/Finnish war instead, and such a debate in the columns of the Irish
our publication orextravagantbenuncia- |eaving Germany to take the initiative in France. 1 ;
tions of me by Martin Mansergh and Kevin FoIIOV\?ing the d)ébacle in France i refused a ' 1CS and you would do a great public
Myers is probably unanswerable in your paper, settlement though unable to give battle, hopingS€"V!C€ |if you provided such an
nevertheless here is a response equal in lengtky gain the Soviet Union as an ally, although Opportunity.
to Senator Mansergh's second DenunciationChurchill (and Bowen) saw Communism as a You refer to his “historic contribution as
(May 3rd). o _ _ fargreater evilthan Fascism. The exterminationadviser to successive administrations
One might spend a lifetime asserting basic of the Jews was conducted in the obscureggpecially in the sphere of Irish/British,

truths about the Ulster Protestants against theninterland of the German/Soviet war, and it is e .
trend of enthusiastic nationalism (which improbable that it would have been attempted€!ations” butyou should also have pointed

included Dublin 4 in 1970), campaigning for gtherwise. out that he refused to serve the Bruton
the separation of Church and State while the  As to “the Irishness of the Irish Times”, | administration which, arguably, needed
Catholic Church was institutionally dominant, am perhaps biassed in that the first issue of it Injs services more than the others.

and indicting Britain for refusing toincorporate saw advised Irish emigrants of the dangers of
the Six Counties into the functional democracy race-mixing, which was then a very English You express your sadness at no one

of the British state, and yet be an anti-Protestantttitude. Our discovery that Major McDowell springing to his defence. I did, as explained
bigot and an Anglophobe, according to the sought advice from Downing St. reinforced @bove, and | was rebuffed by him and The
strange reckonings of Mansergh/Myers, if one that bias. And Mansergh's placing of “Anglo- Irish Times.

dO_?S notBhall E“Z_abtith_ B;)W(t?n ?saNorth Corlklreland".on a par with “De Valera’s Ireland” | hope therefore that you and your
writer. Sowen 1s Jhelr 1SSt of unreason. 1 rather gives the game away. readers will appreciate that there is another

suppose every faith needs one. | had not previously thought of himas a . . NG
In her last memoir Bowen describes how chip-on-the-shoulder Protestant. Butwhat elseSId€ 10 this story and thatyou will facilitate

as a girl of 8 she soaked historical England intoplinds him to the fact that the North Cork its telling. Its telling might help explain
her system, and she rejected classification as @nthology covers the entire social spectrum why Mr. Mansergh indulged in such
regional writer. As a mainstream national without regard to creed or economic status? Itpjzarre allegations about members of this
writer, she can only be English. __isgenuinely inclusive. It does notinclude on gl local history arou
In Senator Mansergh’s 1st Denunciation | gne side while cutting off at the other, as Irish ygroup.
[Jack Lane, Letter Thimerick Leadef
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The Apprenticeship of Bomber Bull

The Irish Times Defends Terror Bombing—Part Two

Last month we noted how a week “dictators” it had groomed and fallen out

beforeThe Irish Timesvas condemning with. Saddam Hussein was not the first to

villages by loudspeaker from low
flying aircraft, and by dropping messa-
ges that air action would be taken after
48 hours. Then, ifthe rebellion contin-
ued, we destroyed the villages and by
air patrols kept the insurgents away
from their homes for as long as neces-
sary until they decided to give up,
which they invariably did” (p21-2).

the bombing of Madrid it was justifying use chemical weapons against the Iraqi

the bombing of Dresden—which resulted population. When the tribesmen of the

Britain displays great continuity in its

in the deaths of five hundred times more Euphrates rose in rebellion against military Military affairs, across land, sea and air.

people than the bombs in Spain. Titigh
Timesof 6TH March had contained a Aylmer Haldane who commanded the
review of Frederick Taylor's book, British forces—which effectively ruled
Dresden: Tuesday 13 February 1945, Iraqafterits conquestby the Allies during
penned by Derek Scally, whom the paperthe Great War—useg gas sheligith
stated:“writes for the Irish Times from €Xcellent moral effect”.

Berlin”. The 1920 rebellion in Mesopotamia

was crushed with the loss of nearly 9,000

In Part One we criticised thiish  Arap lives. And, freed to impose its polit-
Times/iew thatthe bombing of Dresden— jcal will in Iraq, Britain then created a
according to its headline—waswaster-  client kingdom-state, under Faisal ibn
stroke” against the Nazi war effort and a Hussain, the son of the Sharif of Mecca.
“firebombing that went horribly The British did not want Faisal to appear

right”. And we laid outthe evidence, using g puppet, so they organised a referendum

good old indisputable British sources, to in 1921 and fixed the result—to give a
prove that Dresden was nothing more thanveneer of legitimacy to his ‘appointment’.
a vindictive terrorist murder of innocent
civilians on a mass scale by Britain that
did not shorten the war by a minute.

Arthur ‘bomber’ Harris—of Dresden
and Hamburg fame—in his bo&8omber
Offensivewrittenin 1947, described what

This month we tackle the historical happened in Irag in 1922 when the Air
apprenticeship of Bomber Bullin Iragand Ministry took over the defence of the new
the Afghan frontier during the 1920s and client-kingdom:
1930s which served him so well when he “When | got to Irak, or Mespot as
went to destroy the civilian populationsof ~ We called it, in those days, Sir John
Dresden and other German cities in 1945,  Salmond had just taken over the air

rule in the summer of 1920, General Sir AS the fields of conflict extended to

different spheres Britain maintained the
same principles of warfare. It applied the
logic of the methods of the Boer War
concentration camps and the Great War
naval blockade of Germany to Irag by
destroying the women and children of the
fighting men in order to defeat the
combatants.

After one bombing raid on Iraqg in
1924, Harris wrote:

“they now know what real bombing
means, in casualties and damage; they
now know that within 45 minutes a full-
sized village can be practically wiped
out and a third of its inhabitants killed or
injured by four or five machines which
offer them no real target, no opportunity
for glory as warriors, no effective means
of escape.” (This quotation is from a
book by David OmissiAir Power And
Colonial Control: The Royal Air Force
1919-1939which is a very informative
source of information on the origins of
terror bombing.

The blueprint for the Ameranglian

when his second war against Germany
was practically won.

According to Scally:“Taylor...
presents a history of air war and the
bombing of cities from Warsaw and
Coventry to Hamburg and DresdeiBut,
if Taylor present$a history of air war”
with any desire to inform, he would have
had to start a lot earlier than the compa-
ratively meagre German bombing of
Warsaw in September 1939.

The bombing of civilian populations
was originated and perfected by Britain in
“policing” operations on the frontier of
India/Afghanistan and Iraq in the inter-
war years, in a kind of apprenticeship for
things to come. In civilian bombing Britain
led the world. It taught Mussolini a thing
or two when he copied the British methods
in Abyssinia in the mid-1930s. (His air-
force supplied with oil from the British
possessions in the middle-east by British
companies—despite the League of Nations
sanctions which the British were publicly
supporting.)

And Britain taught other, more recent,

control of the country and most of the bombing strategy of the late 20th/early
very large army forces which the 21stcenturyagainstiraq, Serbia, Somalia,
British taxpayer refused any longer to Afghanistanand Iraq again was developed
supportthere had departed. A rebellion BY Britain as soon as she saw the possibi-
had broken out in 1920, because thelities of the aeroplane as a weapon of war.
Arabs there had been led to expect

complete independence and had got

instead British army occupation... The
military control of a Irak was
transferred to the RAF entirely in order

In Iraq, the RAF flew most of its
missions against the Kurds—who have
always resented rule from Baghdad. For
ten years the RAF waged an almost con-

control of the country to the RAF—
which was of course Winston
Churchil’'s—was made in 1921 and
took effect on 1 October, 1922...
“The truculent and warlike tribes
which occupied and still largely
controlled after the rebellion, large
parts of Irak... had to be quelled, and
in this our heavy bombers played a
large part. We were hundreds of miles

mountainous northeast region of Iraq
against the Kurds—to whom they had
earlier promised autonomy. The Iraqgi air
force—which the British established, built

up, trained and equipped—carried on this
work from Baghdad after the Iraqi client

state became nominally independent in
1932.

Churchill apparently asked the RAF to

up river near Baghdad and in the centreUse mustard gas during these raids, despite

of thoroughly turbulent and wholly
unpacified tribes on whom we were
endeavouring to impose government
of local Baghdad Effendis whom the
tribesmen have naturally held in utter
contempt for time immemorial. When

the warning by one of his advisers thiat
may ... kill children and sickly persons,
more especially as the people against
whom we intend to use it have no medical
knowledge with which to supply
antidotes” In the event the RAF did not

warning to all its most important tarian reasons. But even without the gas
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the campaign was conducted with mentioned in thérish Times “history of  Bulletin. So who can say today that the
brutality. Iraqi villages were destroyed air war.” Catholic Bulletinwas not justified in
because their inhabitants had not paid waging war against the ascendancy and
their Imperial taxes, although the In1920s and 1930s Ireland hatholic  their influence, when the independent
authorities always maintained in public Bulletin published sfierce propaganda Ireland of theBulletin has been eroded,
that people were not bombed for refusing against the Irish Timek viewed thdrish  gver the last 30 years or so, by the Anglo-
to pay—merely for refusing to appear Timesas an ascendancy remnant with alreland of thdrish Times?
when summonedto explain non-payment.malignant influences on a society
struggling to establish an independent TheCatholic Bulletinhas a bad press

According to David Omissi, when democracy. It desired the wiping out of these days—the days of the new Anglo-
commanders proposed using bombs withsuch noxious remnants which worked atascendancy in Ireland. No one has a good
delayed action fuses—because delayedihe mind of the Irish people, encouraging word to say for it. And it cannot speak for
action bombs prevented tribesmen fromthem to accept the British view of things itself because it is unavailable to all but
tending their crops under cover of andnottobe botheredwith anindependenthose academics who disparage it and
darkness—one senior officer protested thatperspective—a view that might question whose institutions have it and give them
this would result in‘blowing a lot of  theright of Bull to police the world so that alone access to it.
childrento piecesNevertheless, the RAF native peoples should pay it taxes.

went ahead, without the knowledge of the The present writer came across the
civilian High Commissioner for Iraq, Sir Reading the revisionist histories of Bulletin about twenty years ago when
Henry Dobbs. this period today, one would conclude studying in the library at Queens

thatIreland was a free democracy after theUniversity. | was not very disposed to it—
These"police” operations were too Treaty of 1921 and all tigulletin’sefforts  being a socialist and tHulletin being
much for some air force officers. In 1924 against ascendancy influence was a kindvery insistent that socialism was not a
Air Commodore Lionel Charltonresigned of narrow Catholic sectarianism intent on good thing for Ireland (or anywhere else
his post as a staff officer in Iraq after he wiping out the last vestiges of for that matter!). But | became strangely
visited a hospital and saw the victims of Protestantism in the 26 Counties. drawntoit, particularly in the quality of its
bombing recovering from their injuries. coverage and analysis of foreign affairs
The RAF recalled him quietly to England But Ireland was not a free democracy during the 1930s. | kept reading it when |
and effectively ended his career. in the 1920s and 1930s. It had votedshould have been studying the books that
overwhelmingly in 1918 for indepen- | had been directed to. It seemed so
Other officers like Arthur Harris dence. But, after a 3-year British military knowledgeable, so brilliantly sure of itself,
thrived in their work and served their campaignto crushthe Republic establishedso confident in its view of the world. So
bombing apprenticeships against theby the Irish democracy, it had been forceddifferent to the Ireland we now live in.
Kurdish villages in Iraq furthered their by Britain to remain in the Empire at the
careers and went on to greater things inthreat of “immediate and terrible war'— Butthe problem was always to get atit.
Palestine and then Dresden and Hamburgin which Churchill had been prepared to If you were not a student you had to pay
use bomberdt had then been weakened about £50 to see it and you could not get
During the inter-war period the British by a British-inspired so-callédivil war”. it out of the library to read it at length.
employed“police bombing” elsewhere  Part of its historic territory and people had
in the empire: in the client state of already been removed and placed in the | think | only quoted from it once or
Transjordan; against the Pathan tribesmerhands of its enemies. Its strategic portstwice in my PhD but it caused a major
on the northwest frontier of India; in the were retained by Britain. It was also held bone of contention with the examiner,
Aden Protectorate (now southern Yemen);economically to Britain through the Professor John A. Murphy—who dis-
and against the Nuer pastoral farmers ofrancher system of agriculture whereby missed it and its first editor, J.J. O’Kelly,
the southern Sudan. Schemes of aerialrish agriculture produced for the English as an irrelevant extremist, not represent-
“policing” similar to that practised in market and was dependent upon it. Andative of nationalist Ireland at all. This
Irag/Mesopotamia were set up in the control of the Irish banks and money was really surprised me. THalletinexpressed
Palestine Mandate in 1922 and in thein British hands to keep Ireland ultimately the worldview of my parents and
Aden Protectorate in 1928. Bombers werein check through the purse strings. everything they had communicated to me
active at various times in policing British about themselves. So how could it be
rule in Egypt and nomads in the Somali  In these circumstances, with Ireland extremist and anirrelevancy? When | read
hinterland. being pulled closer and closer into line jt | saw Ireland, or at least the Ireland |
with the Empire, can th&atholic  understood to be Ireland.
According to Omissi, the Chief of the Bulletin’'s campaign against ascendancy
Air Staff, Sir Hugh Trenchard, had great influence be viewed as anything more  But | was naive in those days—
ambitions for his bombers. In a paper than a continuation of the struggle for pelieving that knowledge stood on its own
written early in 1920, when some independence, waged over the minds ofmerits, that it was not a property or product
politicians feared a social revolution in the Irish people, to keep alive the beliefin constructed by academics with other
Britain, he suggested that the RAF could the possibility of future independence? agendas. So | did not see thatBudletin
even be used to suppre$adustrial was dynamite for the revisionist historians
disturbances or risings’in Britain by The Irish Times supported British  who wished to coax the Irish away from
bombing working class districts. Churchill, Imperial policing of tax-evading rebels their vulgar suspicions of Britain and re-
who had experience of suppressingfrom the air, whilst th€atholic Bulletin  establish the British view of things in
industrial disputes himself with armed condemned Bomber Bulland histerrorism Ireland when all the fuss had died down
force, decided such a thing was impolitic against native peoples. Thish Timess  over Irish independence, and under the
to say and told Trenchard never to refer tostill going strong and ti@atholic Bulletin  cover of an “anti-terrorist” agenda over
his proposal again—at least not in writing is no more. And unfortunately that says it events in the North.
anyway. all—because thiish Timesis far more
appropriate to the world of today and to  The Catholic Bulletinis dynamite
None ofthis history, of course, is the Ireland of today than th€atholic  because it is independent Ireland, before
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Ireland lost its mind—Ilost itewn mind
about things and conceded to Brétish
view of the world. And that view of the The LondoMimescorrespondent then
world is very much the thing that has outlined the value of aerial bombing for
produced what we have today in the the post-Great War inflated Empire of
world—in Afghanistan, in Iraqg, in over-stretched cash-strapped Bull:
Palestine and in Madrid. “The revolution in Frontier control is
not that bombs are taking the place of
shells but that the punishment of wrong-
doing has become so cheap, and
unprovocative, and so unpleasant to the
tribesman, that he hesitates to behave in
ways that would incur it. There is thus
room to hope for eventual administration
without military occupation, as has

or sufferthe rapid renewal of air activity.”

So the very least we can say of the
Catholic Bulletinis that it is very relevant
that its alternative view of the world is put
before Ireland today to shake it out of its
acquiescence to what is presented as the
only possible view.

The Catholic Bulletinkept a vigilant

eye on the activities of those whom it

accurately described @®omber Bull” in
the early 1930s. In it§leaningscolumn

happened in Irag, Aden and elsewhere.
There is ample room for the expansion
of the little Air Force of the Frontier. If

ever the whole Frontier were inflamed at

in its edition of August 1934, for instance,
it reproduced extracts from a series of
articles on the subject of air bombing
published in the Londormimes. The It was believed during the early 1930s
Times’s aeronautical correspondent at that Britain had, of all the European
Peshawar revealed how civilian bombing powers, the most to gain from the abolition
had been developed into a systematicof aerial bombing. Britain had always
science by the Royal Air Force in India/ peen secure in its island fortress behind
Afghanistan: the Royal Navy—the most powerful
“Whenthe first of last year's troubles military force in the world. But the

the same time, help from elsewhere
would certainly have to be sought.”

middle of all the reports of election
speeches and of election letters, provides
us quite fully with what we may call
perfect material for the exposure of this
most scandalous performance by Bull, a
performance done on amost public stage,
and in the very fullest official form. The
performer-in-chief concerning Bull as
International Air-Bully and as Advocate
of Bombing from Aeroplanes is, we
make haste to say, that champion of
Ascendancy in Ireland, the Most Noble
the Marquis of Londonderry. Behind
him, as we shall seeis placed as Advocate
in Reserve, Antony Eden of Geneva and
Moscow, English Emissary-at-Large
over Europe and all around. A clumsy
champion, this ex-Minister of the Craig
Compound, the man who planned the
iniquitous Belfast Education Act of 1923,
the heir of the title given to Castlereagh.
For Londonderry actually provides plain
palpable proof, in the very words on Air
Bombs, 7th November, 1935, that the
elaborated pleas that he made were
simply destitute of truth, devoid of
common decency.”

What appears nextin tBailletinis 12

broke out among the Mohmands and thedevelopment of the air weapon had meantpages of evidence taken from British
Bajaurs of the North-West Frontier, the that Britain had ceased to be an island andsources to back up tiBulletin's view of
R.A.F.was hampered by the inaccuraciesLondon, the centre of her power and Bomber Bull. We can only summarise it
of existing maps. The process of making communications, was very vulnerable here. What appears to have happened is as

atribal directory had already been begun, from the air.
and the tribal directory for the Mohmands
and the Afridis practically complete. During the early to mid 1930s there
Builton a basis of R.A.F. photographs— was a great desire in Europe to outlaw
in two sections respectively labelled civilian bombing as a form of warfare, or
‘Where’'s Where' and ‘the Landed at least draw up conventions about the
Gentry'—it enables any village or sub- possible uses of aeroplanes in war. But
division of atribe to be found onthe map Britain, despite commentators’ predictions
and pictorially at the shortest notice. about having the most to gain from such a
The card index of the first section gives development, obstructed such an agree-
ata glance the name of every village, its ment when all the other European powers
map reference, photograph number and—including Mussolini’s Italy and Hitler's
all details and if a village has to he Germany—uwere all in favour of it.
bombed, the directory supplies the
relevant particulars to the pilot. The Before we look at them more closely,
secondndex shows all divisions of the hereisthe editorial report of these forgotten
tribes, their habits, the districts used by events from theCatholic Bulletin of
themin Summer and Winter, and alistof December 1935, headlinethe Scandal
their most important men together with Of The British Bombing Plans:
their places of residence.” “Right in the middle of the recent
The current operations around the British Election—the election in which
mountains and caves of BoraBoraby Sam  Baldwin’s majority has become 250...
the Bomber were, therefore, predated and —came out, inits full measure, the giant
originated by Bull the Bomber three- scandal of English International Policy
guarters of a century ago: concerning War and its Ways. We had

“One of the Mohmand lashkars took
refuge in a series of big caves which
might have made by nature for the
purpose. They were reputed to have
given shelter to 3,000 men... The
determination of these tribesmen to go
on fighting was broken by the
bombardment of their empty villages. In
other cases opposition has been worn
down by continuous -air assault. Once a
settlement has been reached, the
tribesman knows he must fulfil its terms

long known that England was the one
obstacle to the total abandonment, by all
nations, of the gross abuse of Bombing
of whole cities and peoples from the Air.
We had also to bide our time, for it was
very desirable to put Bull in the position
of being shown up by his own
representative personages, for the bold
lying and blatant hypocrisy that have
ever and always characterised him. Our
opportunity has come. The London
Timesof November 8th, 1935, in the

follows:

In May 1933 the League of Nations
disarmament conference at Geneva
seemed almost agreed as to the abolition
of military aircraft and agreement might
have been reached had Britain abandoned
her reservation of the use of military
aeroplanes for “police purposes in
outlying regions”. Lord Londonderry,
Air Minister, stated in the Commons
that amid the public outcry he had
immense difficulties preserving the use
of the bombing aeroplanes even on the
frontiers of the Middle East and of India.
The policy of total air disarmament was
supported by France, Germany, Russia,
Italy (with reservations), Spain, and all
the other European powers and had also
been accepted by the United States. Only
Anthony Eden and the clientgovernment
of Iraq and Siam were opposed. At this
point there was an outcry in Britain as a
result of which the British Government
ultimately consented to waive its demand
forthe retention of aeroplanes for “police
purposesin outlying regions”if it proved
the only obstacle to a general agreement.
But this shifty tactical withdrawal came
too late. After June 1933 the international
situation grew worse and the disarma-
ment conference was suspended. Lord
Londonderry immediately announced
the Government’s decision to expand
the air force forthwith and this ended all
possibility of the disarmament
conference reconvening.
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motives behind Bomber Bull's actions:

abolition of aerial bombing by insistin
on the inclusion of a clause allowi
retention of bombers fpolice purposes
in certain outlying regions”in any 'ng |
agreement between the European pow rMedellin, in the North of Colombia.
The other powers could not agree to thi
knowing that in the event of anothgr
European war they would be
defenceless against a formidable ) ney d ISVE
experienced British bomber fledt men could obtain a fair trial in Colombia given
transferred from the North West fronti¢r the political nature of the case. This report
and Iraq. Then, when British publi
opinion learnt of this, Eden played fgr
time until the international situation to
a turn for the worse. Londonder
announced re-armament and all hope
future agreement were scuppered.

revealed that Mussolini’s aircraft bombirjg
Abyssinia were being driven on petrpl
supplied by the Anglo-Iranian oil compa
inwhich the British Governmenthad mofe varying degrees of danger, the observers wer
than half the shares—although Brit3}n informed by senior prison officials that the

was supposedly supporting Leagyie Colombian authorities cannot guarantee their
sanctions against Italy at the time.

The Catholic Bulletin explained the

“Bull wanted to bar all military use o
Bombing Planes, all, absolutely
everywhere. England has no relish at

for another sequence of what happerjed

to the London area, 1916-1918. TH
was military use: it was unpleasant

London. Cut it out altogether. Hence tILe

fine, strong, sweeping phrases agai
it, which Lord Londonderry made sug
play within his oration at Southampton-
another exposed position placed mu
as London is. Total abolition of Military

Press Releadeom Finian McGrath , Independent TD for Dubin North-Central

McGrath Challenges Inflammatory And
2 Prejudicial Interventions By Some Irish And
British Politicians On The Colombia 3 Case

Deputy Finian McGrath has warmly They also heard directly from the men their
stwelcome the verdict on the Colombia 3 case.reasons for visiting Colombia, the manner of
h He also challenged those Irish politicians who theirillegal arrest and detention and the horrific
L attacked and criticised the international teamconditions they have been forced to ensure
chof observers. McGrath gave a detailed reportsince their arrest in August 23001. The three
on the case and he urged all supporters ofmen explained their reasons for refusing to

At
(0]

Air Bombing is Bull's aim, his professe§l human rights not to be ‘bullied off the pitch’. attend the trial hearings until the concluding

aim. Butalways Bull wants to be the sg
possessor of the Bombing Aeroplang

all the Colonial and Imperial Borde
abroad, Civil Bombing Machines! H
willuse them only for POLICE purpose
if you please! He will, with these ver

How will he contrive that? By having i%

e He also paid tribute to the campaigners and thestages in July 2003.
s. families.
Intheir address to the courtin July 2003 the
Justice was achieved by a close examinationmen stated that their presence in Colombiawas
of the facts stated McGrath. The background isin support of the nowstalled, peace process in
as follows and our report speaks for itselfl  thatcountry. The men spentanumber of weeks
in a demilitarised zone in the south east of

civil administration, be the onl
possessor of the Bomber in the wh
world! And he will compel those hil
tribes in Asia and in Africa, tribes on th

civilised instruments of mere internalir

Imperial and Colonial “outlying]
on the frontier”, of course, -}

" ou

regions”,
how convenient these chosen phra
are, how nicely vague! —keep the pea
keep order, and thus keep his Bomber

Arrested illegally in El Dorado Airport
Bogota on the 11 th August 2001, Niall

Colombiawhich had also been visited by many
international delegations, including senior
le Connolly, Jim Monaghan and Martin politicians, diplomats and business people as

McCauley were held without charge for six well as human rights and political activist from
L months in constant fear of their lives. They Europe and the US.

were charged in January 2002 with the use of

false documentation and training the They stated that their possession of
edRevolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia documentation with assumed identities
e,(FARC) in rebellion. Their trial began in reflected nothing more than a desire to travel
51" October 2002 and concluded in August 2003. unhindered. Under Colombian law this is a
minor offence punishable by deportation.

Britain stymied attempts at th

In November 1935 Lloyd Georg

A delegation of international observers o .
including lawyers, politicians and humanrights _ 1he public interference in the case by
activists from Ireland, the U.S. and Australia Colombian President Alvaro Uribe and his
attended each hearing of the trial in Bogota angPredecessor, Andres Pastrana, as well as the
a hearing on Commission in the city of head of the army, General Mora, and the former
Attorney General has confirmed that the case
is politically motivated and is being used by
In a press conference on the 4th Octoberthe military in Colombia as a way of seeking
| 2002 at the beginning of the trial the men’s résources from the USA and the UK to fight
dlawyers stated that they did not believe the the guerrillas.

It has also bee used by political, military
and intelligence forces seeking to undermine
the peace process in Ireland.

As a detailed accounts establish, the
observers discovered deep inconsistencies in  The inflammatory and prejudicial
O%he prosecution case, flaws in the forensicinterventions by elements of the media and by

evidence used against them, interference bysome lIrish, British and US politicians and
senior political and military figures in Colombia military figures have compounded the serious
in the case and fabricated evidence by keyprocedural and evidential failings in this case.
prosecution witnesses.

confirms that belief.

] o Crucially the observers have found that
During their visits to the three men, who  tnere is no evidence presented atthe trial which
have been held in six different prisons in proves the prosecution case that the men were
&ngaged in illegally training FARC guerrillas
is a lie.

safety in the Country. The evidence of prosecution withesses who

And so the way was open for Britain to
wage aerial war on the civilian populations
of Europe when the time came a few years
later. Bull, the apprentice, had served his

time bombing natives fopolice purposes
in certain outlying regionsand Bomber

Harris was brought back from the Middle intent for conducting war through mgss

East for the new job in hand.
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claim to have seen the men at various times in
(In Part Three, next month, we wjll Colombiabetween 1999 and 2001 was refuted
look at how and why it was democrafic under cross examination. Alibi, including video
d evidence, was presented which showed that
the men could not have been in Colombia at the
times alleged by these informer witnesses.

Britain, rather than Nazi Germany
Fascist Italy, which possessed the
disposition, organisation, resources gnd
Further, there is no evidence presented by
anti-civilian bombing when the war carfie the prosecution for the activities of the men
in 1939.) when they were known to have been in



Colombia for some weeks prior to their arrest
in August 2003.

The forensic evidence connecting them to
explosive materials was discredited by
international expert, Dr. Keith Borer, who also
destroyed the claim by Colombian Military
witnesses that the IRA and FARC employed
similar technologies.

The observers found that the men have

been kept in dangerous conditions and that

there is no safe place of detention for them in

Colombia. They also noted the threats to their

defence lawyers, to their visiting families and
to the delegation itself. These included
harassment and direct intimidation by the
Colombian authorities of members of the
observer delegation.

American E-3 Sentry AWAC planes,
able to monitor 250 miles of airspace
around Shannon and track up to 600
aircraft, will be used to monitor air traffic
and co-ordinate air defences. A ring of
steel around the airport will use thousands
. ) of gardai, troops backed up by armoured
“'?‘es a”‘“‘?‘*d by the prosecution ve%icles andp RBS-70 S?Jrf)ellce—to-air
withesses; .. . .

| _missiles, while armed Air Corps planes

The men have accepted that they uged . . .
will enforce an air exclusion zone over the

documents under assumed identities bt "
g : airport and Dromoland Castle.
thisIs an offence punishable by . .
d ) Underthe law, residents are not obliged
eportation. . . . . .
to give gardai such information, only their
ir name and address!
L In Cork, anew ballad has beenreleased,
(o which will coincide with President Bush’s
visit:
“George Bush and his boys,

was inaccurate or 20 years out of date.
The circumstantial evidence brought|
by the prosecution had no credibility in
relation to times and places of the
alleged crimes;
The men were not in Colombia at thg

o

This is the reality for the 3 men and theg
families. | urge all people interested
Human Rights to support the campaign
get these men home.

(email: mcgrath@oireachtas.iq)

f
ai

They concluded on a wide number
grounds that the three men have not had

trials, remain inimmediate and constant dander,
should not be convicted on the serious chapesCLONBANIN

and should be sent back to their families,
have also suffered greatly~over the past
and half years, without further delay.

(o]
0o

Among the key conclusions of the
international delegation are that:

° The original arrest and detention by
the Colombian military was illegal.

The Colombian prosecutor did not
carry out his function and failed to
gather exculpatory evidence;

The men have been deprived of thef
liberty for over two years on the basis ¢
fabricated evidence;

The defendant’s access to their
lawyers has been unduly restricted;

Defence lawyers have been prevent
from gathering evidence in support of
their clients;

The defence counsel have been
unduly restricted in cross-examination
while the prosecutor has been given
greater and unfair latitude in his cross-
examination of defence witnesses;

The forensic test carried out by the
United States Embassy has been
discredited by a leading forensics exp¢
during the hearing and should never hg
had legal standing in Colombia;

The argument that technical expertige
has been passed to the FARC by the IRA
has been definitively refuted. Expert
testimony shows mortars used by the
IRA differ from those used by the FAR
in design and functional detail;

Video evidence presented by the
defence supports the men’s contention|
that their presence in Colombia was
peaceful and related to conflict
resolution’

The intelligence given by UK
intelligence to the Colombian authoritig

=2

U

—

ve

UJ

Ah, they’d make your blood boil,

Would they give the Irag-ee people

Back their soil, and when all is
known,

r

THE

All he wants is their oil,

O’ Lord, he’s a ferocious Langer,
Langer, Langer,

O Lord, he’s a ferocious Langer.”

COLUMN

“ANTICIPATING the order, O'Brien
had his rifle trained on the leading lorry,
and as Moylan threw the mine switch, “AT the end of May, 1870, Cork tailors
his comrade pressed the trigger. sought an increase in wages from three to
Nothing happened. The rifle did not fire three pence halfpenny anhour.The masters
and the mine did not explode. refused, the men went on strike and were
Unmolested and unaware that death hadjoined by other workers. The strike
stalked so near, the troops passed into proceeded in an orderly fashion until 22nd
Kerry aboard their lorries. Commandant June, when the tailors attacked and
O’'Brien lowered his rifle. It was at half- wrecked the homes of the masters.

cock, an occurrence which is “Mounted police, armed with sabres,
remarkably rare and which, it need attacked the men and many combatants,
hardly be said, prevents the striker of ~ workers and police alike, were injured.
the rifle from functioning. But what of ~ Day after day, night after night, the attacks
the mine? A prompt examination and counter attacks continued, the police
proved it to be a dud, because high and military launching cavalry charges,
tension detonators were being used with the workers ambushing themin the narrow
low tension batteries. The Eastern mine laneways; sabres and bayonets against
was found to be in the same useless stones and bottles. Other workers in the
state.”(Rebel Cork’s Fighting Stonjpy ~ city—hackney drivers, women workers,
Pat Lynch Anvil Press, Tralee) iron foundry workers and seamen—
supported the strikers, taking sympathetic
action and joining them in their forays.

“AS PART of the massive security = “On28June, 1870, the strikingworkers
sweep for George Bush’s visit at the end ofmarched to where St. Fin Barre’s Cathedral
June, gardai are calling to each of the was being built and prevailed on the
2,800 houses in Shannon, taking the namegonstruction workers, labourers and skilled
of everyone living in them and recording gperatives, to down tools and join them in
the registration of every car.(Irish 4 strike.” (Day By Day—A Miscellany

Independent, 10.5.2004). of Cork History, Sean Beecher, The
They are also asking householders forjiins Press Cork).

the names of visitors expected at the time
of the visit.

Garda checkpoints have also been
stepped up and passes are being distributed R ANSEER MARKET: Conor Cruise

to local people preparatory to sealing off gyjen has reapplied for membership of
Shannon town and airport. the Labour Party. We do not know if he
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has resigned from the United Kingdom their propaganda experts could devise. getting elected buthad no policies to speak
Unionist Party, nor are we aware of his  “Referring to the mandate claimed by of, apart from issues to do with the North.
having been accepted as a member ofthe Government for the abolition of the He also questioned whether the
Labour. According to David Leach, Senate, he askethf what value is a Republicans posed a threat to his party.
Labour Party Financial Secretary and mandate given as a result of false  “Mr.Rabbitte said if he as a constituent
member of the General Council of the statements’Of course, he said it had no he would rather have one Joe Higgins
party, Cruise O’Briertis welcome back moral value at all. The poison gas of fighting his corner than all five Sinn Fein
to the Labour Party'(Irish Independent, calumny had been directed against thatTDs.” (Irish Examiner 12.5.2004).
10.5.2004). House by Mr. de Valera and his followers.
“Single Chamber Government in this
One ofthe North’s wealthiest business- country would, in his opinion, inevitably MANSERGH & SPYING
man, Edward Haughey, isto jointhe Ulster |ead to a dictatorship of the Left, and that  In his letter toThe Irish Time®f 3rd
Unionists’ team in the House of Lords.  meant revolution. May 2004 Manserghimplies that Elizabeth
Haughey, who owns the Newry-based  “A revolution of that type, he said was Bowen’s war time reports for the British
giant Norbrook Laboratories, willbecome fraught with grave danger to the Church. did not constitute spying because they
the first person to have served in the It had happened in Russia, Mexico andwere not sent to an intelligence service.
Upper Houses of both the United Kingdom Spain. Here is what he says about the reports:
and the Republic of Ireland. “| fear’ , he declaredMr. de Valera “They were sent not to an
He was awarded an OBE by Maggie may find that some one will play intelligence service but initially to the
Thatcher; an honorary doctorate in Robespierreto his Danton, or Leninto his  junior Minister of Information, Harold
Malaysia; appointed the honorary consul Kerensky.’ Nicolson”.
inNorthern Ireland for Chile. Hiscompany ~ “Mr. de Valera, he asserted, was out  |s Mansergh suggesting that the she
contributed £1 million to William Hague’s ~ for uncontrolled power, and that was why was not spying because her reports went
coffers before the last UK election. he regarded the abolition of the Senate aso one organ of the British State as distinct
Haughey said he was looking forward @ necessity. from another? Perhaps in his next article
to making a“wider contribution to “The gage had been thrown down by for The Irish Timeke will explain the fine
society”. Mr. de Valera, he concludedand |  distinction betweerfthe Ministry of
formally pick it up on behalf of thisHouse. |nformation” and an “Intelligence
Fianna Fail Senator, Michael Brennan The people are the final arbiters, and geryice”, Fianna Failmembers mightalso
from West Limerick has defected to the Whentheissueis putbefore theminitstrugy,nt 1o know.
Progressive Democrats. light, as | am sure it will be, I ha\{(-i
In1997, Brennanranas anIndependentpers’ona'ly no dQUbt as 1o the result’.
candidate in the General Election and cost(The Cork Examiner, May 31, 1934).
Fianna Fail its second seat for the first . :
time since 1948, allowing Fine Gael to Remarkable interest was shown in “THE BURNING OF CORKAnN

the Senate today when the bill seeking to . .
take two seats. . ”
W abolish the Second Chamber came up foreyewnness account” by Alan J. Ellis.

the second reading. The Visitors’ Gallery Aubane Historical Society. 10 Euros, 7.50
> Pounds.

was crowded, and Press accommodation

was restricted considerably. Two girls,

wearing blue blouses, and two young men,

wearing blue shirts, were noticed in the

Visitors’ Gallery.

All the above are Free Transfers!

“ROBESPIERRE AND DANTON” THIRD EDITION off the Press:
“SENATE CHAIRMAN WARNS MR. “SEAN MOYLANNn his own words: His
DE VALERA” memoir of the Irish War of Independence”

“DICTATORSHIP AND o t;?‘?.ﬁ!ﬁ{ﬁ:{’om&ie‘jé?ﬁﬁ;?fjﬁ[.?ﬁ;’f,? 221 pp. Price 15 Euro, 12 Pounds. Aubane
REVOLUTION” Y Historical Society.

“DANGER TO THE CHURCH" X‘i Mif“ilfter. for Ee]f.eg‘?e’ D?pﬁty Frank
“Single Chamber Government And Iken following the findings of the recent

Examples Of Russia, Mexico and Spain” Committee on Procedure and Privileges.

“The Second stage of the Bill to abolish The Commit_te.e, it will be remempered,
ound the Minister for Defence guilty of

the Senate was debated in that houseL - ; ; 7
yesterday. reach of privilege in refusing admission
to the Senate Visitors’ Gallery of two

“Mr. de Valera said the Government ina bl hirts.” (ibid
hadcometotheconclusionthatnotmerelyyoung men wearing blue shirts.” (ibid.).

THE BATT O'CONNOR BOOK!
“With Michael Collins In The Fight for
Irish Independenceby Batt O’Connor.
Aubane Historical Society. 142 p.p. 12

should the Senate, as at present constituted, Euro, 10 Pounds.

be abolished, but that, infact, no argument “Batt O’Connor of Brosna, Co.
had been put forward for the retention of Kerry was one of Michael Collins’
a Second Chamber. inner circle in the War of Indepen-

“JUST one Joe Higgins is immensely dence. His recollections of that War

read more like an adventure story than
history. All the more surprising,
therefore, that his memoir has been
out of print since 1929.”

“The Chairman, Senator Westropp- . . . .
Bennett, who addressed the House from™MOre effectl\{e than all five Sinn Fein
the floor, said no honest man could douthDSB.gccord'ng to Labour leader, Pat
that for years past that House had been théRa Ite.

victim of almost every kind of calumny M “gttig.(mg S_|(;1nhFe|n’s tracl;rehcor(;j,
that the Government, their followers and r. Rabbitte said the party works hard at
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Communism In France

In April the French communist daily
newspapet,’Humanite celebrated its one
hundredth anniversary in typical French
fashion: ameal for more than 5,500 people
in Paris. Smaller gatherings were organised
around the country which also included
concerts, exhibitions and a book launch.

There have been mostly sympathetic
articles and TV programmes about the
history of the paper. Founded in 1904 by
Jean Jaures, it came under the control of
the Communist Party in 1923. It was
banned in France during the Second World
War from the Nazi-Soviet pact in 1939,
through the Nazi occupation, until France’s
liberation. Despite this it managed to

government. In the months and weeks
to come it will have the opportunity to
state its irrefutable role. On the issues
of the European Constitution, the
struggle against reforms of the
pensions, health insurance and on the
European election this newspaper will
contribute to the debate.”

dogmatic blindness, but this was
blended with brave openness. If it
contributed to the suppression ofideas,
it also contributed to creativity....

~ “One hundred years afHumanite So much forthe last hundred years, but
is also one hundred years of culture, of\, hat is the current state bfHumanite
literature, of cinema, of theatre, of 5nq the Communist Partyberation the
p_alntlngofmusw. Itis alsothe seventy g cialist Newspaper, described the
fifth anniversary of “Fete d& 5 pjication agconvalescing™ unkind but
Humanité: the largestannual artistic, ot untrue. The communist newspaper
cultural and political exhibition.  paq an accumulated debt of 7 million
L’'Humanite has been and is the gro5 and recently had to lay off a quarter
newspaper of Anatole France, Octave ot s staff. However, its long term decline
Mirbeau, Jules Renard and of Aragon geems to have been halted. Last year its
and so many writers of today.” audited sales were on average 48,000 a
i day which was a 4% increase on the
There were many other tributes, yrevious year. Its Editor claims that this

produce over 300 editions of the newspapetincluding some from unlikely sources. year it has experienced similar modest

during this period.

Party, the newspaper supported the
independence movementin Algeria during
the 1950s and was duly censored by the
French state.

If it has been mostly on the side of the
angels, its dogmatic support of the Soviet
Union has been more difficult to defend.
In particular, the media have focussed on
its fulsome tribute to Stalin following his

Yves d_e Ch_aisem_artinthe chief_executivemcreases_ Its readership amounts to
of the rival right wing newspapdfigaro,
In contrast to Guy Mollet's Socialist had this to say:

320,000. Perhaps the Dditor wishes that,

. , o for once, communist principles of sharing
The presence ot Human!te IS would be suspended and each comrade

useful and necessary. It contributes to,y4,1q buy his own copy! Apparently

liberty and thus to democracy. It is 53 000 copies is the “breakeven” sales
necessary for everyone, everywherefg, e

to find the newspaper that corresponds

to what he th_mks. For this reason | There is a general perception within
supportthe existence and development - manitethat the reasons for its decline
of L'Humanite have been rigid dogmatism and a too close
) ) relationship to the Party. In recent years it
More predictably, Bernard Thibault, p,q ahandoned the Hammer and Sickle on

death. Roland Leroy, the president of thethe General Secretary of France’s largestis masthead. It also claims to be

centenary celebrations, defended this on a'rade Union, the CGT, said:

television programme by saying that they
were praising what Stalin represented
rather than the person himself. In remin-
iscing on that time he remembered how
Public Transport workers effectively
closed down France for a day as a mark of
respect. The interviewer persisted by
asking aboutthe Gulags. Leroy responded
by admitting that this was not communism.
Although, his reply sounded suspiciously
like the old Khrushchevite line that Stalin
was a deviation from Lenin.

Nevertheless, for all its failings, it is
difficult to disagree with some of the
comments of the same Roland Leroy in
his speech at the celebrations:

“One can love the newspaper or
detest it, support it or fight it. But one
cannot ignore it. One cannot deny its

existence and its deep roots in the life Communist Party, Marie George Buffet
described_’'Humaniteas:

of the country. Without’Humanite
the French press would not be pluralist.
Democracy could not be guaranteed.
Without’HumaniteFrance would not
be France . . .

“L’'Humanit’ could not avoid

independent of the Party, but proudly

“This beautifultit_le isan eX?mFﬂan proclaims its allegiance to communist
warm and authentic translation of the values.

republican, socialist and workers

movements of its time. After one  The Communist Party itself also seems
hundred years ‘humanity’ remains a {4 haye halted its decline, but it was a long
challenge for the human race. The yro5 its share of the vote is now about
profession of faith of its founder Was 504 compared to the 17% of the National
‘happy to welcome all communica- pront |f its dogmatism has sometimes
tions which show the life of the poan 5 handicap, it has also fortified it
worker'. Whether one agrees or not 5qainst changing political circumstances.
with its political orientation everyone ypjike other communist parties it never
mustrecognise that it has always beenghanged its name. In recent years two new
at the forefront of social struggles and Trotskyist parties had eaten into the
has been one of those rare publicationsyindling communist vote. The leaders
that opens its columns to the least uf this new political tendency were courted
industrial conflict, giving a voice t0 414 feted in the media. However, in the
those fhat the majority of others ecentregional elections | can report with
ignore. a certain grim sectarian satisfaction that
] the Trotskyists were wiped out.

Finally, the General Secretary of the

For the second round of the regional
- ) elections the Socialist Party was proud to

“anindispensable and precious tool ghare jts list with the Communist Party.
for adding to the daily debate of Thg|eader of the Socialist Party, Francois
communists and those who thirst after Holland, declared that the Communist

a different world L'Humanitegives  party represented something substantial
an alternative to the politics of the in French national life.
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Although it has no longer has

dominant influence in the Trade Uniong, Owen McFadden who worked for BBC
it has not gone away. Just before theRadio Ulster. As it was not described as

This programme was produced b

regional elections | happened to finfl a product of Radio Ulster, presumably hd

myselfin a company which was recoveri

from a successful strike by the CGY. a reason why performers from Norther

Communist Party members wer
distributing outside the factory gates

one-page statement by Marie Georgeas the ‘Irish’ who were the objects of the

Buffet urging support for the Socialis
Communist/Green listin the second roun

The least that can be said about t
Communist Party is that it's not likely td
go away. However, its role seems to

e
defensive and conservative rather thtn

changing society for the better. There w
a rather wistful cartoon io’Humaniteof
an old man reflecting his thoughts to

young girl while looking at a photograph to understand this oddity, especially as

dated 1968. The man sayk that time
we fought for a better world. Now we figh
so that it does not become worse”.

But perhaps the last word should go Jo in this hour’s worth of programming. (E.g.

Roland Leroy who | have quoted earlig]
In concluding his speech driHumanite
he said:

“...it is no longer the organ of 3
party. Butitis always the bearer of th
communistidea, of communist value
of equality, of solidarity, of fraternity,
of peace, of dignity, in short of
humanity.”

has ‘moved on’. His input may have bee

Ireland were included under the ‘lrish’
label. This tended to complicate matters

jokes, inthe 1970s, tended to be portraye|
H.as ‘stage-lrish’ with vaguely southern
accents—thoughitwas largely operativeq
hefrom Northern Ireland who were doing
the bombing in England.

A number of comedians from the
SNorth, led by Frank Carson were succesg

ful on British television and in the (working
A& men’s) Clubs, at this period. Itis difficult

Carson made his Belfast background pa
t of his act: jesting about being‘eear-

gunner on a bread van'for example.

Carson made the only laugh-out-loud joke

. the woman next door was lamenting th
loss of her pet: “ ...had it ten years,
practically amember of the family.’ ‘Why
don’tyou put a wee ad in the local paper?
p ‘Sure, what good would that do — the dog
, can'tread . Well, I thoughtitwas funny!)

Pauline McLynn, who wrote and read
the script, seemed quite nervous ever
time she introduced an item about Norther

John Martin

Laughing Into A Void?

BBC Radio 4 UK, broadcastaking

Ireland, with a obligatory mention of ‘The
Troubles’ (the latter seemed to irritate
people like Patrick Keilty and members of
theHole In The Wall Gangroupe. The
pair of programmes ended with a piece
from one of the Gang’s sets which showe(
Tony Blair getting the intellectual better

TAX continued

Rate. Corporation Tax is 25% of th
income.

When Real Estate is disposed of [§
sale or gift (i.e. otherwise than by deatl§)
Capital Gains Tax is payable by th
disposer at 20% of the gain, that is tife
capital profit.

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX
From April 5, 1983, Residentia
Property Tax was assessed at 1.5% |ger
year on the market value over a certa
exemption limit—general exemptio
limit was £101,000. There was also g
exemption based on personal income

This tax was abolished from April 5
1997.

GENERAL

Northcote Parkinson (of Parkinson’
Law fame) said thatin a lawless land, tige
normal person may pay up to 20% |
protection money to a bandit. Over 209,
there will be too much incentive td
conceal the income or to avoid the bandg.
Parkinson suggests that a similar ruge
probably applies to taxes.

There certainly was a time, not s

long ago, when tax rates were over 50§b6

disincentive to work. There werg
apocryphal stories of senior managefs

The Mickon Saturdays 3rd and 10th of Of Gerry Adams. A most unlikely event;
April. It was (allegedly) about the and a suitable punch-line for the
experience of Irish comedians, or simply Programme.)
Irish people, in ‘Britain’ (which probably McLynn played Mrs Doyle, the
means just London—as opposed to the housekeeper in theather Tedseries, and
whole of England and Wales, which is the writer of most of thjclt series, Arthur
what ‘Britain’ properly-speaking means, Mathew, contributed quite heavily to the Gay Byrne’sLate L.ate Shovabout ten
or the whole of Great Britain. As every over-all thesis (if that is not too heavy- years ago. H_e d|d_ not know how to
schoolboy (used to) know, Scotland makes duty a word to use) of the programme. approach the gig until he heard that Dana
Britain Great, but ‘Britain’ can also mean This was to the effect that the divisions was to be a guest. He decided to do an
the whole UK or even the whole of the between Ireland and England had beeranti-religious set. (Meaning anti-Catholic
British Isles). They, the Irish, have gone bridged and thatDu_t?Iin was like Glasgow religion—lrish I_iberals are too cowardly
from being the objects of quasi-racist jokes OF Manchester (‘British’ Belfast was not to pick on Muslims, Jews, or Protestants,
to being flavour of the month in the media. mentioned), rather than the foreign placeother than the Free Ps.) This led to people
it had been before the stultifying Old driving to RTE’s Montrose headquarters
(This was presented as if the Irish were Ireland had imploded. (The first section to protest, practically before he had
always the object of jokes portraying them was e_ntitleq Planet Ireland—the finished his set. He also got publicly
as stupid. But such jokes were a responsémpllcatlon b_elng, presumably, that thgare denognceq anﬂ;hov_ed off pavements”
to the bombing campaign in England by was something odd apout Ireland having, Despite this, he ru_mmatgd on the fact thgt
the IRA. If Irish people were the objects, N effect, a culture of its own.) the New Ire_Iand is a bit soulless and is
or the subjects of jokes prior to the 1970s ~ Oobsessed with money, nobody appears to
they tended to be presented as witty or at Mathev_v an_d McLynn seemed to th_mk have passionate feelings a_bou_t anything.
least good-humoured, and good-natured:th'S deracination was a very good thing, He clearly felt that something important
even at the height of the ‘thick Irish’ and no dissent was expressed, by the quitand resonant has been lost and replaced
period, the objects of the jokes were still large numbers of contributors. Or, at with a void. _ _
generally portrayed as rather good- least, no direct dissent was broadcast. Money-grubbing ‘Ireland plc’ is

naturedly doing things they did not really Tommy Tiernan (who is from Navan) unsatirisable because it has no substance
understand.) explained that he had been asked to go on Sean McGouran
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rather than paying a painter out of taxdqg
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TAX continued not help to accumulate the capital. Higher-  Values up to £ 5,000 Not Liabl
rate taxpayers pay more tax, of course, as Values £5,000 to £10,000 1%
they tend to accumulate the capital faster Values £10,000 to £15,000 2%
and they pay 42% tax plus PRSI 6%, a Values £15,000 to £25,000 3%

) RATES | iotal of 48%, which means a higherincome Values £25,000 to £50,000 4%
The Rates on private homes were,, naver will have to pay up to 138,000  Values £50,000 to £60,000 5%

abolished by Jack Lynch and Martin g1, on tax to buy a 150,000 Euro piece of  Values over £60,000 6%

O Don(_)_ghue and the income lost to Locpa property. Note: * One Punt equals One Euro and 27 ceng.
Authorities was made up by way of ja

Grant-in-Aid based on the total residentigl
Rateable Valuations in the area bt
inevitably, like most things over which
central governmenthas control, the Gra
in-Aid did not keep up with the Local

Most property in Ireland is bought by STAMP DUTY
ordinary peopleinthisway—payinglarge =~ The Stamp Duty is payable whethd
amounts of tax as they buy. (There is alsothe transfer is by way of sale/purchase g§r
" the Stamp Duty, VAT, etc. of which more by gift. Transactions between relation
, ) later). are charged 50% of the rate applicablg.
Authority costs with the result that a greater Transactions between spouses are exerfipt
proportion of the taxation fell to be paifl A ,5herty may be acquired by way of from Stamp Duty as are transfers made
by those who were left to pay the Ratgs. ui¢ orinheritance. Here also tax is payable between parties to a divorce under 4
These were the occupiers of commercialy 504 of the value acquired if the value is order of the Family Law Court. There is
and industrial premises. The rate has gang, e\ £15 840 (where no relationship exists)special relief from Stamp Duty for young
up £55 per £1 of Rateable Valuation n e £31 680 (where there is a brother,farmers under certain conditions providel
Cork and a typical small business might giie hephew, niece relationship) overthe young farmer retains the land b

have a Rateable Valuation of £100whi¢h £ 315 800 (where a child-parent agricultural land for five years after thd

means paying rates of £55,000 per yeqr. o ationship exists). transfer.
Commercial woodlands are part of th
PROBATE TAX Real Estate but are exempt from Stangp
Probate tax was also payable on Estate®uty—the underlying land is valued anq
valued at over £40,000 but this was Stamp Duty is payable on the value of t§e
abolished from December 6, 2000. land only.

Rates are also paid on farmlangd,
warehousing land, etc. but there is an
exemption from Rates for small farms afnd
for residences.

from acommercialor industial premieel, _SIamP Duty is payable on transfer of - RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
D roReal Estate. It is payable by the buyer on Residential Property is_treateq

ghueeiﬁt:sprrgss:;?g eblg aptZI?ﬁuI;tsztf)saii ithe market value of the property. There isseparately from other Real Estate fq
in the event of a sale, the Rates must be"’l sliding scale which is: Stamp Duty purposes from 1997. Thi

. : : rates of Stamp Duty on Residentid
paid out of the selling price or by the Ne | e — —— Property are various.

occupier in the event of the properfy
passing by gift or inheritance.
RATES OF STAMP DUTY FOR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

Thus Rates are a pure Property Tax. (Finance Act, 2001)
Payment does not rely on the underlying Investors Investors
business profitability. It is argued that Other 2nd hand New
Rates, because they are payable anywayMarket Value 1sttime Owner houses/ houses/
ensure for society that property is put fo buyers  Occupiers  apartments apartments
profitable use. Up to £100,000 Nil Nil 9.00% 3.00%
£100,001 - £150,000 Nil 3.00% 9.00% 3.00%

If the wider issue of taxation of capitd £150,001 - £200,000 3.00%  4.00% 9.00% 4.00%
is to be examined the situation is quite  £200,001 - £250,000 3.75%  5.00% 9.00% 5.00%
interesting and quite a lot of tax is paid py ~ £250,001 - £300,000 4.50%  6.00% 9.00% 6.00%
property owners in one form or anothef. £300,001 - £500,000 7.50%  7.50% 9.00% 7.50%

Over £500,000 9.00% 9.00% 9.00% 9.00%

First of all, the accumulation of mone}
is itself taxed. For the ordinary personfo  Value Added Tax is payable on dealings in Real Estate at 12.5%.
buy a home or a shop for say 150,0D0
Euro, itwillbe necessaryforthatpersono The VAT is charged on the
pay at least 37,500 Euro in income tgx. development of land and the disposal of a INCOME TAX
This is because the capital of 150,000freehold or leasehold interest (lease over Income Tax, or in the case of i
Euro has to be earned, either saved|udO years) and on the disposal of anCompany, Corporation Tax, is payable d
before the purchase or repaid to a Mortgggaunderdeveloped site in connection with the income from property e.g. on rent, i
lender after the purchase and to do thatwhich a taxable person enters into aadditionto Rates. In calculating the inco
the person must earn at least 187,900contract with the purchaser to carry out chargeable the amount paid in Rates }Is
Euro, pay tax on it because itis income, sodevelopment in relation to the site. allowable as a deduction so that tax is npt
as to have 150,000 Euro left. To be syre paid twice on the income. Rates or Inconfe
there is relief for Mortgage interest byit VAT is payable on building materials Tax are the normal rates of 20% and 42j6
that only helps with the interest—it dogs and on drainage works, etc.
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Taxation On Property

CORK CITY COUNCIL “Refus

e
Collection Charges” have increased fr(lx

277 Euros in 2003 to 355 Euros in Mar
of 2004. It is apparent that tHRefuse
Charges”are now being implemented K
the political establishment as a dird
substitute for Domestic Rates. You can
guaranteed the increases will continug
an extortionate rate.

Say what you like about the Domes
Rates—and they badly required refo
and adjustment in 1977—nbut they wer
score times more equal, just a
progressive than this fraud oRefuse
Charges”which is being imposed at th
moment, where the rich pay the same |
as working people and pensioners.

It is a measure of how bankrupt t
whole ‘democratic’ process and loc
governmentis at the beginning of the 2
century.

or taxes to some higher (i.e. strong

m authority. In pre-Norman times, this w

ch true and then the Normans introduced t|
feudal system which is based on t
y holding of land. Each landholder had

ct pay tribute to his/her overlord.

be
at The Normans also formalised th

holding of Urban land although th

r) estates, was redistributed by way of salg

s farmers on the basis of the Ordnan
eSurvey maps and so the boundaries

emost farms are now registered land w

o the Land Registry and particulars a|
available to public inspection on payme
of a fee.

It is probably not a coincidence th:

Norman system, which in theory has lastedthe major taxation on Real Estate in modg
ic right up to the present day, is anything
m an exact science as anyone who has had tthe same time as the Ordnance Surv
b asort out older deeds can verify. StreamsGriffith’s valuation in 1852 for Rateq
nd moved from their sources, bowling alleyjs purposes was based on the Ordna

ttimes—Rates—was introduced in 1852

are long since closed down and built o

e and stables have disappeared andsod
atewhich delineate boundaries by referen
to such landmarks are anything but cle
The introduction of Ordnance Survey ma
e in 1852 did not affect Urban propert
al boundaries until recent years and ev

not based on Ordnance Survey maps &
the boundaries are still not too reliable

As for the sleeping giant of Labour, e a lot of cases.

must be on a constant diet of Ecstasy
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FROM A legal point of view, there ar|

All the land which passed through th

was bought from the large Anglo-Iris

Irish Land Commission, most of whiclp

rSurvey maps for farmland.

eds

e The valuations in the towns and citid
r.were based on the individual properti
bsoccupied. For example, a buildin
occupied by one person could be valueq
enone figure while anidentical building ne

at

| stnow the majority of Urban properties arfje door occupied by four people, say on folr

iIndloors, would have a separate Ratealjle
n Valuation for each floor and the sum {
the valuations in the one building could Ige
more or less than the single valuation pf
€ the entire building next door.

L The difference in valuations wa
explained as being due to different usg

two distinct types of property and separ¢

rules apply to each type. Property for le
and for taxation purposes is divided i
Real Estate and Chattels.

Roughly speaking, Real Estate refg

to land and buildings and anything fix
to the land and buildings. Chattels

movable property, e.g.
machinery, trucks, cars, etc.

In this article, we are concerned wi
taxation on the owners/occupiers of R¢

Estate.

Historically, it is true to say that th§

furniture
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y or possible uses, to which a building

part of a building is put. Rateabl
Valuations were and are a complex a
highly subjective matter.

Then, there is the matter of what
Rateable. For example, an oil refinery

Estate? And what about a brewery? T
old vats and pipes were not real estate
the new highly visible vats and pumps a
structures and so are part of the Rq
Estate—or are they? It is a matter

degree and a matter of opinion when
goesto Law or Appeal which these mattdys
do frequently.

[continued on page P

possessors of Real Estate had to pay dques
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