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French Referendum

A Constitutional Vive La
Spare Wheel? France!

The significant thing that happened last month is the thing that did not happen. Thelue Paris conseille, 'Europe le medite; ce
“Sinn Fein Meltdown”proclaimed, and agitated for, by Dublin papers did not happefU€ Paris commence, I'Europe le continue.
The other thing that did not happen is that the SDLP did not lose the Derry seal dptParisadvises, Europe considers. What

Westminster. The Sinn Fein vote increased and the SDLP vote fell. So events JSQQS}&%?’HUUJS% fgﬂgnb“e?cgre the Erench

followed their normal course in that regard. But there was a drastic fall in the SDLP vote Constituent Assembly)

in Derry over the last Westminster Election, despite the fact that it received about 2,000

Unionist votes. The Constitutional Treaty is deadve
La France!

The SDLP went very United Irelandish for this election in order to minimise the
difference between itself and Sinn Fein. And it gained 2,000 Unionist votes in Derry.In a 70% turnout on May 29th, 55% of
This demonstrates the meaninglessness of elections held in a vacuum outside=féech voters killed off the 448-Article
functional democracy of a state. The SDLP brightened up its Nationalistimage and 2§@@strosity. Dutch voters buried it a few
Derry Unionists voted for it for Unionist purposes. days later.

The BBC is part of the apparatus of government in Northern Ireland. It operates orThe results have been greeted with
different terms than in Britain, where it is subject to the system of Government and Lostadck and hysteria by European leaders
Opposition, and is therefore closely attuned to movements in society. In the Noghd Editorial writers. They have believed
outside the party-system of the state, it can only be a propaganda instrument ottib# own propaganda and therefore can
Government. And the Government requires it to report elections in the North as if th@yy respond with incomprehension. Like
were conducted within the democracy of the state. The BBC webside recorded a ‘swéighteenth century aristocrats they peer
of 2% from the DUP to SF in Mid-Ulster. Everybody knows there was no such swingier the parapet and remark with horror:
that there are always two elections in the North; and that the only ‘swings’ are withihe French are revolting”.
each of the electoral communities. Swings between the two electoral communities are _
unknown. The Unionist vote for the SDLP in Derry did not indicate a swing from Since these European leaders and

Unionism to Nationalism. The swing was from the SDLP to SF. Unionists voted for tR@inion-formers are politically bankrupt

SDLP because it is a spent force, and athey resort to psychological terms to

vote for it might slow up its displacement explain it. It is an outbreak of madness.

by SF. If the SDLP recovered and againThe. F;egrc]_h tholgghrt] the}; C;I.V;ri hvotlng

MO RET T T became the major Nationalist party, it atgalllr:sF Irac. de;haplfl Ithl In dapr)]pen

e would lose these Unionist votes. atall: France and the Netherlands have
isolated themselves. We can continue as

7 i ' In Britain the BBC is strictly amedium if it never happened.

WoF Y S YL

LY - e ¥l in which the political conflict is fought . _

bt ) R e i out. Inthe Northitis a political instrument d Bl_Jt 'thd'% happf)fen. Afng |t6happened

T o 'j" E}*- of the Government. Its propaganda is estp|te tthe Uel\s/ltlf OSSUOD:: € g\t/ﬁrnme_nt

! il Wl | gl restrained only by the knowledge that poar |es_t(_ N " at?] S ) Ie'mt P etma:?

ae i exceptionally well-informed electorates ~PPOSON party, the socialist Farty.

Graffiti like this is often found on Palestin{  on both sides see through it. happened despite the overwhelming

ian houses near the Israeli settlements in support of the French media.

Hebron: see Christian Peacemaker Teams at |t was fully committed against Sinn ) )
http://www.cpt.org/gallery/view_photo Fein for this year's election. Two But the overwhelming propaganda in

.php?full=1&set_album Name=album03
&id=02_12_28_grafitti_at_ Beit_Hadassah_§ [continued on page]2 [continued on pagd 5
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which the British Unionist Party was the
main force. Sinn Fein could only have
taken its seats by submitting itselfto Crown
sovereignty, and reneging on the prog-
ramme on which it was elected. It could
then, of course, have voted against the
Government of Ireland Act. But it could
not have defeated it. And, after two years
of futile debate with a Government whose
populous backbenches were occupied by
the*hard faced men who looked as if they
had done well out of the WarKeynes),

it would have been fit for nothing else.

Mansergh continues:

“Griffith had little enthusiasm for
physical force. The passive resistance
involved in setting up Dail Eireann and
the Dail Courts, the ostracisation of
crown forces and non-payment of taxes
made an important impact alongside

actual guerilla warfare.

“Paradoxically, the civil rights
campaign in Northern Ireland, out of
which grew the SDLP..., had more in
common with the original SF. The
Provisional SF of the 1970s in contrast
was an ideological spare wheel on a
ruthlessly militaristic IRA machine
responsible for horrific civilian
casualties.”

In Brief. (Bowen; Indian Dail; Prisoners; Northern Representation; Culi@gk)

—_______Lapour Commentedited by Patvatorey
May Day Holiday Noel Murphy

Irish Labour Party ConferenceNorthern Forum Motion On Migrant Laboyr;

Mark Langhammer Statement and Profile

interviews stand out as blatant election-would be wasted as it would not take its
eering, both of them with Martin seats in Westminster. The Sinn Feiner
McGuinness. One was conducted by Noelhad only to remind him of the truth he had
Thompson orHearts & Mindsand the just put to the Unionist. This is the only He then refers to a comment An
other by Jeremy Paxman Newsnight—  instance we know of in which the Phoblachthat a TV dramatisation of the
though neither of them reached the depthauniqueness of UK elections in Northern Balcombe Street Gantjgnored the

of ignorance plumbed by Keelin Shanley Ireland ever found expression on RTE. context of a war going on'and says:

on Prime Timeé And, on the day before (There is no other corner of the world in “That, of course, begs the question:
the General Election, the BBC announcedwhich voting in a General Election has ~ who had the right to declare and wage
that a man had been charged with murdemothing to do with electing a Government ~ War between Britain and Ireland? The
in connection with the Omagh bombing. for the state). answer, since independence, is only the
That was of course not a Provo operation, State, which does not allow any private
but it was done by what the SDLP has  Nicholas Mansergh (whose status was army to usurp its function.

called one of the Provooffsets"—  close to that of official British historian) Thisis just glib. Provo Republicanism
meaning a Republican group opposed topublished a book on Northern Ireland, arose in a region of Ireland in which the
the Provos—and that was thought closewith a chapter on its parties, in which he ich state has never functioned, and of
enough to damage SF. But in fact thesucceeded in not mentioning the fact thatvvhich it washed its hands at a crucial
charging was not done till a couple of the region was excluded from the party-juncture in 1970, after having poured oil
weeks after the election—and seems topolitics of the state. His son, Martin (& ,, the flames in 1969. It continued to
have been done with no new evidence toFianna Fail ideologist who lost his way claim a jurisdiction which it did nothing to
hand. So life goes on as usual in that parivhen he lost his masters, Haughey andexercise, leaving it to others to try to make
of Britain—a kind of life that Britain Reynolds, and who has been flounderinggoool the claim, and then it dealt with the
would not tolerate. under Bertie) has.now criticised SE forits _ontradictoriness ofits position by impos-
policy of abstention from Westminster, ing a rigorous broadcasting ban on those

extending the criticism back t0 1919. The others, and interfering with publications

downside of abstentionin 1919, he writesin so far as it had the ability to do so. We

remember this very well, because we tried
to persuade it to withdraw the claim of

Nevertheless SF won its election. But
it won't be taking its seats.

Vincent Browne ran a Northern (Irish Times 16.4.05): o
Election Show in April, with representa- “was the virtual absence of nationalist

; ; ; MPs... to challenge the Governmentof . . . .. S . .
tives _of all parties on it. The UQP man Ireland Act, 1920, when it was being jurisdiction (which it was doing nothing
explained what great policies his party

L C _ enacted. A key issue for Northern toimplement) so as to cIeathe groundfpr
ha(_j._ Browne _r|d|culed th_e idea that the Nationalists in this election is the price other developments. Contributors to this
policies of parties contesting a Westmin- ¢ peing unrepresented in the Westmin- journal chained themselves to the railings
ster election in Northern Ireland counted  gter parliament, while it continues to at the Department of Foreign Affairs in
for anything in the real world of British govern Northern Ireland”. order to focus attention on that issue, and
politics. He then promptly forgot what he were taken off to Mountjoy. But the
had just said, and put it to the Sinn Fein  The 1918 Election in Britain gave a sovereignty claim stayed in place for a
representative that a vote for his party landslide majority to the War Coalition in further quarter of a century, under Govern-
2



ments ofall parties, doing nothing but
harm. Either it should have been wit
drawn, or the state which asserted it sho
have engaged in political action within the
Six Counties with a view to making it
good, or at least minimising its harm.

We often described Northern Ireland
as a No-man’s-land between two states
claimed by one and administered by
another, but excluded from the political
life of both. We tried to include it within
the political life of the state which administ
ered it, and the state which claimed |t
deployed all its influence against us—as
did the “Constitutional nationalist” SDLP:
we could never figure out what the
‘Constitution’ was in that description, and
concluded that what the word as used
meant wadgacifist.

Sinn Fein has now succeeded inwords of the Constitution.

connecting Northern Ireland to some
extent with the political life of the other
state—the state which claimed it until
1998 but then disowned it. And that is
some achievement for dideological
spare wheel”

Mansergh implies with this phrase thg
Gerry Adamswas runningthe IRA. Mayb
he knows. We don’t. We have had n
contact with Adams for 35 years. But i

had considerable political aptitude, an

t
0
t
struck us at least twenty years ago that he
d
the development of SF since thenindicates
S

that something more than ruthles
militarism was at work.

(]

And, although we opposed the ruthles
militarism from the start (and from an
address in West Belfast, which sensible
people saw as madness), we will n¢
pretend that the present state of well-
being experienced by the Catholi¢
community in the North is not the work of
that quarter century of militarism. There

are intangibles in these affairs, and they

are often more substantial than the
abstractions with which ‘political scien-
tists’ deal. And we can say with certainty
that what the Catholic community in the
Six Counties is today is not the achieve-
ment of ‘Constitutional nationalism’.

We supported ‘Constitutional national
ism’ for a number of years (until 1974
even though we saw it as a self-
contradictory movement. We tried to get
it to take the ‘Constitutional’ part of the
contradiction in earnest. But it wouldn’t

Questions & Answergas broadcast
from Derry on May 9th. A Unionistinthe
audience put it to Mark Durkan that the

U
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EUROPE’S SWANSONG?
The following appeared in the French communist newsp&henanite (30.4.05):
“It was a European dream; one of the most beautiful; a generous legacy from an
illustrious, pioneering tradition; a story of men and women who still dreamed of spaces
to conquer—for others. Aerospace!
“With the inaugural flight of the A380 this week, some countries from that|old
cantankerous Europe realised an extraordinary dream. The largest passenger agroplar
of all time has a little of France in it or at least an idea of France within Europe and the
world. ...
“This project was first and foremost a product of political will and the econgmic
involvement of four states: Germany, Great Britain, Spain and France.
“However, what does the European Constitution say on this subject? Article ii|-167
specifies that measures are forbidden that are incompatible with the internal market where
they affect exchange between member States such as subsidies or finance in any forn
from the member states which restrict or threaten to restrict certain enterprises or
production.
“If there is a “yes” victory in the referendum, Boeing'’s bosses will be rubbing their
hands”
It's a pity that the French comrade’s literary flourish had to be spoiled by the leaden

M ore oN THE EU REFERENDUM
Lionel Jospin, the socialist who retired from politics after finishing third behind
Chirac and Jean Marie Le Pen in the last Presidential election, decided to enter the debat
on the European Constitution in the last week of April. Arguing for a ‘Yes’ vote he
claimed that a ‘No’ victory would not result in the resignation of Jacques Chirac
This prompted a socialist ‘No’ campaigner to ask eagerly if the defeat of the
referendum would result in the permanent retirement of Jospin?

A DisarPOINTED CONSTITUTION ?
A commentary during the referendum suggested that the Constitution is |not a
constitution but a treaty. A constitution is the ultimate law of a state. But the Eurppean
Union is not a state. So the French referendum is a vote on a treaty. A treaty isja set o
rules which two or more states agree to be bound by.
The problem with this impeccable logic is that article i-6 seems to imply that it is a
Constitution and that its law overrides the law of member states.
How is this conundrum to be resolved? Perhaps the difference between a trepty an
a constitution is a bit like the difference between a pier and a bridge as the follpwing
discussion in Joyce’s “Ulysses” explains:
“Tell me now, Stephen said, poking the boy’s shoulder with the book, what is a|pier?
“A pier, sir, Armstrong said. A thing outin the waves. A kind of bridge. Kingstown
Pier, sir.
“Some laughed again: mirthless but with meaning. Two in the back bench whispered.
Yes. They knew: had never learned, nor ever been innocent. All. With envy he watched
their faces. Edith, Ethel, Gerty, Lily. Their likes. Their breaths, too, sweetened with tea
and jam, their bracelets twittering in the struggle.
“Kingstown Pier, Stephen said. Yes, a disappointed bridge.”

A DisAPPOINTED LEADER?

The phraséwith friends like these..."must have occurred to SDLP leader Mark

Durkan when accompanied ley Daily Telegraphpolitical correspondent on th
campaign trail. Th&elegraphreported the following:

“I'm SDLP through and through”, said Cathy Evans, 60, as she shook Mr Durkan’s
hand. “I've known Mark Durkan since he was nobody and he’s still the same. He hasn’t
changed”, she said (Daily Telegraph, 4.5.05).

Fortunately for Mark, Mr. Somebody, John Hume, and some of his erstwhile Un|onist
enemies were at hand to help him retain the SDLP seat.

11

A GLorious PasT

Vladimir Putin could teach some of our own political leaders a thing or two gbout
celebrating history. May 1945 marked a great event for all freedom-loving peoples: the
defeat of Nazism.

continued on page 17

coninued on paoel4
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SDLP had indicated thatit would strike an have involved striking out on anindepend- that very few of the Civil Righters of the
independent deal with the Unionists if the ent course, against the burgeoning1968-9 agitation would go along with
Unionists showed willingbut it didn’t Republicanism of the community, it not that. The SDLP was hostile from the start.
have the guts to take it throughDurkan  only rejected those proposals, but pulledWe know because we put it to them at the
took this to refer only to Mallon’s offer out of Stormont altogether, set up its start. Their slogan should have been
towards the end of 1998, when Trimble Alternative Assembly at Dungannon, and “British  rights without British
was preventing the establishment of thehelped to drive forward the great offensive citizenship”.
devolved Government under the of the Winter of 1971-2.
Agreement, that, if Trimble co-operated
at that juncture, the SDLP would hold the  And, when it was brought back into
Republicans to the two-year decommiss-Constitutional politics in 1973, it did it
ioning schedule, and if they failed to again in 1974, refusing to do what was
deliver, it would do a separate deal with both reasonable and necessary to preser
the Unionists. Trimble ignored the offer the power-sharing system agreed at
and prevented the formation of the Sunningdale. Faulkner was the only
Government for a further twelve months, Unionistleader who was entirely in earnest
thus using up a year and a half of the two-about making a deal between the com-
year period, and then participating only munities for the operation of a devolved
under a short ultimatum. system. The SDLP reneged on its first g5 \who then has the right to declare
agreementwith him because, asthat Derr itai i
We kept this fact to the fore in all our U?“ nist said. itdidn’t have the quis t Ywar on Britain over its perverse mode of
- - onist saud, ave the guis o government in the North? Senator
comment on the implementation of the (5o it through” And the SDLP and . . : :
Adreement. The SDLP did not. Durkan _ gn. o _ Mansergh raises an interesting question.
9 C , ’ Dublin (the relevant Ministers being Garret ive i
; The answer he appears to give is that only
went along with Trimble’s completely Fi-Gerald and C.C. O’'Brien) huna him .
unreasonable reading of the two-year erald ana ©.%. en) hung the Dublin Government has. But surely
outto dry after making a dupe of him over that right passes on to another party when

provision associated with the Agreement, i1o second agreement. . ; -
instead of insisting that the clock was only J FUE::” VKIaS?ﬁS its rt1adnéis oirr]esgon.smllltfy
running while devolved government was  Those two agreements were Constitu- or the North, as it did in the Spring o

operational. And, by playing along with tional, inthe sense thatthey were designedlg?o.' And. who else could it pass to but

Trimble, it helped him to undermine the to operate within the Constitution of the the direct victims of that perverse mode of

Agreement, using up his own party in the state. Itis hardto find any definite meaning government?

process. for the wordConstitutionalas applied to We are grateful to the Senator for
the SDLP thereafter, since its aims lay raising the issue—though we doubt that

We do notquite recall whether, during tsjde the state. It, rather than SF, wa i
. , L » Washe knew what he was saying.
the seven years which have passed SiNChe “ideological spare wheel” It sold ying

the signing of the Agreement, the bits andjise|f a5 the alternative to the IRA, but  As we go to print it is announced that

Whitehall, Leinster House and Glen-
gall St. were equally hostile. Whitehall
had a different purpose in mind for ‘Ulster’
than to have it settle down within the

ritish state. It was its point of leverage
againstthe part of Ireland that had escaped
from it, and trouble in the North increased
its purchase on the South. Whitehall
easily manipulated the self-contradictor-
iness in the positions of the others.

pieces of devolved government add up t0geryhody knew that it wasn't. arrests have been made in connection with
two years, even counting the months of the McCartney killing. The affair has
restricted operation due to Trimble’sveto ~ The SDLP was disabled from the start heen dragged out for four months by the
on North/South meetings. by having two incompatible aims. This pojice for political purposes. Much less

. ambiguity was its inheritance from the a5 gained than was hoped for, and it has
It was the business of the SDLP and .jyj| rights campaign. Surely Mansergh now been judged that dragging it out has

the Dublin Government to operate the ezjises thatBritish rights for British  pecome counter-productive.
Agreement strictly according to the letter iti-ans"were achievable only within the

in order to maximise the possibility of the 5jitica| framework of the British state? ~ Willie O'Dea, the Dublin Minister for
IRA being phased out. And that would gights are not detached objects floatingWar, made a statement @uestions &
have meant stopping the clock on the two o tin the global atmosphere, capable ofAnswers(May 9th) which he must have
years whenever the devolved system wag,qing plucked out here or there, without known notto be true, unless he deliberately
notinfull operation. Instead ofdomgthat, prejudice to other things. And the British kept himself in ignorance of the basic
Durkan and Ahern went along with gtate has never gone along with the viewfacts. He said there were seventy witnes-
Trlmblespre_ter_lce_thatthetwo-yearperlod that they are. Rights in Britain are, ses. There were 70 people in the pub,
for decommissioning was unconditional. efteciively, the rights ofubjectswho ~ where the killing wasiotdone. And the
Trimble knew what he was doing—and ,aicipate in the political life of the state. pub is so constructed that only a fraction
possibly con3|der_s thatth_e doing of itwas jtizens of the world who disdain the of the people in it could have witnessed
worth the wrecking of his party. BuUt |4cq) state and live in the ideology of the anything that happened in another part.
Durkan and Ahern gave every appearancg-rench peclaration of Rights of 1789 or Thekilling occurred amongsta small group
of not having a clue. And now Durkan o yN Declaration of Rights are out of of people who left the pub and wentinto a
remembers, when itis too late. place there. And the greatobjectin dealingdark, narrow side-streetaround the corner.
But this is not the first time the SpLPp With new waves of immigrants—new The names of those people were known to
hewaves of imported people—is to break the.pollce allalong. The chiefwitness was
first time was in the Summer of 1971, them in to the politics of the state. But f"‘f“ed”d odegbelit I_\f/lc(?artneys who had
when, taken by surprise with Faulkner's Northern Ireland was excluded from the Introduced the knife into an argument.
proposal for power-sharing Committees, Political life of the state. So we rounded The police did not question him. Sinn
it welcomed them—but then, on second ©Ut the Civil Rights slogan into its neces- Fein representatives who were being
g sary political dimension—and we found harassed by the BBC asked the BBC why

has failed to see something through. T

thoughts, realising that participating woul
4



it did not quiz the police about their failuge
to investigate, and got no answer. The job
of the BBC was to harass SF on the isque,
insisting that it needed to do somethingto
compel people to give evidence, and fot
just urge them to do so. And then, if thpy
did do something drastic, they would pe
‘terrorists’.

Vive La France!

continued

favour of the Constitution was not enough It envisaged a free unrestricted market
to suppress debate. And with all dueand at the same time disabled Member-
respect to Spain, France was the firstStates from exercising control over the
what was not, giving hypothetical cas¢s. country.in Europeto haveagenuineldebatqorocess. Thg a_ccessic_m of the ten new
McGuinness was eventually provokediffto among its people. Much qfthe credit m_uststates made it impossible for any new
demanding clarification of what the BB 9° the French Communist Party, which coherent European State to emerge. The
considered murder. Was the killing Iaunched'its campaign with an excellept Ia;t few years have seen a downvygrd
fourteen people on the street in Defry pa_mphletln October2004: Theco_mmunlstsplral cgused by competition. The moblllty
murder? Thompson refused to answe jdaily .newspapeﬂ,’Humanlté continued of capital ha_s (_anabled.States WIFh low
was a reasonable question in the ligh oft0 raise the issues anq co_untered thewages gnd limited soc[al proteptlon to
n Propagandaof the “Yes’side right up until undermine employment in countries such
referendum day. Itadopted a non-sectariaras Germany and France which have high
approach and opened its pages to dissidentsages and generous social protection. The
from the Socialist Party as well as the international capitalists have been quite
He said it was not his job to have fn Trotskyist leader of the League of the openaboutall this. For example, last year
opinion about such things, because he ya€ommunist Revolution. (It took a less a Bosch factory in France brazenly threat-
a journalist. He could not give the trie generous attitude to the other Trotskyistened its workers with transferring
answer—that he is an apparatchik of fheparty, “Workers Struggle”. After all, there production to a cheaper country if they did

Noel Thompson gave Martin McGuit-
ness a grilling on what was murder ajhd

.~
=

the mode of questioning. But Thomps
got flustered in the course of refusingjto
answer.

BBC and must follow the line. The BB
is a caricature of itselfin Northern Irela
where it is operating outside its elem
But, even in Britain, BBC functionari

are not journalists, at least not on mattrs

which touch on politics. That was la
downinits Charter 80 years ago. Tho
son is not a journalist. He is the hack d
Corporation controlled by the state.

Twenty years ago the BBC forgot wh

it was and it made a programme abgut
Gregory Campbell and Martin McGuir}-

ness when Sinn Fein was outlawed. ItV

whipped back into line. The late Vincept

is such athing as carrying non-sectarianisnmot extend their 35-hour working week to
, too far?). 39 hours with no extra pay. European
t. social legislation, such as the maximum
48-hour week, has been rendered

And o meaningless by allowing derogations to
dissidents from the Socialist Party, such Member-States such as the UK.

_as Lauren Fabius and Henri Emanuelli
p : L )
¢ nand the Republican Socialist Jean Pierre 11 left-wing supporters of
Chevenement (the latter resigned from g qpalisation portray this process as
the Mitterand Government over the first ; qo\itable. We must all submit to the
ht Gulf war). They all claim to bépro-  ihqyitaple laws of the market. The signifi-
Europe”, but for a different Europe, & cance of the French ‘No’ vote is that it is
“social Europe”. the first challenge to this defeatism. It is
a vote of hope signifying that politics
matters despite all the ‘conventional

The substance of the ‘No’ campaign
was supplied by the Communist Party,

aS  Up until ‘Blairism’, it has always been

! the position of reformist socialists that it is

Hanna (J. Paxman’s predecessor) decl

that the BBC was a kind of independgnt

guild of broadcasters and he called a str €development of the economy. This posit-
The strike was broken, the Director Ggn-

eral was sacked, and a new Chairman ofsqcial democrats) in the face of the all-

the Board was appointed to exercise str
discipline.

The BBC ventured into journalisi

again last year. Its journalist was Andr¢w
Gilligan. And once again it was whippdd

back into line, as in 1985.

Correction

Professor Liam Kennedy stood agaifist

Gerry Adams in West Belfast in th

redssential to have a strong state to protecfVisdom’.

working class interests and assist in the  14,uards the end of the French referen-
) ~>" dum campaign, Chirac and others tried to
ion has been abandoned by most somallstaaim that the ‘No’ campaign was incap-
n a ) : <" able of re-negotiating the Treaty since it
%onquering global_lsanon of capital whlc_h was composed of such diverse elements
has accelerated its sphere of operation,g the Communist Party and Jean Marie
since the fall of communism in 1989. | open's National Front. But LePen was
) - ) ) uncharacteristically quiet during the
Thelrish Political Reviewhad been in campaign. At an early stage he indicated

favour of the existing European project up that he did not wish tédemonise” the
until and including the Maastricht Treaty. o' yote.

But we cannot close our eyes to inter-
national developments. The International ~ There is no doubt that the substance of
Capitalists are the revolutionary class. the ‘No’vote came fromthe left. However,

h

e

General Election on an explicitly ang-

Sinn Fein policy. We reported last mo
that “Adamsncreasedhis vote by a larg
multiple of what Professor Kennedy ¢
in total”. This should have been state
percentages. Kennedy got O.

vote while Adams vote increased by 4.41%

to 70.5%. His increase was eleven ti
Kennedy's total. o

4% of {heing their sphere of influence.

Since the fall of communism they have although LePen’s party is particularly
h not hesitated to disrupt societies in their nasty, the 15% (probably declining) of
own interest with the help of the World voters whom he represents should not be
t Bankandthe IMF. Themodus operandi dismissed. There is a rational basis for
is to weaken states as a means of maximisthat vote. Why should a nationalist-minded
French voter become an internationalist if
he perceives that international trends are
es The European Constitutional Treaty undermining his livelihood? It was
dovetailed with the Globalisation project. interesting that Henri Emanuelli of the
5
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Socialist Party said that one of the reasonwiews. He said that he would be returni
why he went against his party leadershipto his people in Normandy. Twenty fo
and campaigned for a ‘No’ was that he hours later he descended on Paris
was afraid that, if he didn’t, socialist voters pronounce on the result. Such arroga
would be driven to vote for the National was worthy of Mitterrand!

Front! . . . o
He is not universally liked, but it i

LosersanD WiNNERS  extremely difficult to see who else cé

One ofthe biglosersin this referendum possibly be the Socialist President

has been Jacques Chirac. He called theandidate in 2007.
referendum and lost. There is no doubt
that his authority within France and Europe

has been undermined. His only consolat- : ; . .
magazine gives a hint as to the direct

ionis that his bitter rival Nicholas Sarkozy that Europe could take. However it do

can hardly claim to be a replacement SINCE 1t deal with the likely possibility of som

the Free Market values thatthe Iatterstand%oumries not sharing the social vision

for suffered a crushing defeat. France (e.g. the UK). Last year during
internal Socialist Party referendum deb

Probably the biggest loser has beenhe suggested a two speed Europe.
Francois Holland, the leader of the Europe isto develop, with some countr
Socialist Party. At least Chirac can claim preferring to follow France and othe
that his party united behind him. The preferring the existing Constitution, t
same cannot be said of Holland. As theformer countries will require econom

campaign progressed his authority Protectionist policies. Otherwise, the
paign prog yW|IIcontlnuetobeadrn‘ttowardsoutsour

weakened. He was unable to disciplineing of production to the low tax ‘fre
his dissidents and, when the ‘No’ side

grew in strength, Jacques Delors and
Lionel Jospin had to be wheeled outina A new two speed Europe would al
desperate attempt to shore up the flow ofhave implications for the European Sog

left-wing support towards the ‘No’ side.

WHERE Now?
The interview with Fabius in thi

Policy. It would be unrealistic to expe
the ‘social’ countries to subsidise the ‘fr

One of the big winners has been the X .
market’ countries.

Communist Party. Much of the ground-

work for the ‘No’ campaign was done by For Fabius’s project to succeed, t
that party, which was holding meetings on support of Germany is essential. A ng

the Constitution around the country since more social dynamic within Europe can

last year. Although Marie George Buffet only happen if there is a referendum
is not as accomplished a media performerGermany. Germany has already appro
as Fabius or Emanuelli, she did not put athe Constitution in its parliament. How

market’ orientated countries of Europq.

Fund and the Common Agricultural
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foot wrong. Her response to the victory e;/er, reicf(?[ntelecdtions ir;dic?te trlat Ftr;]etr
was calm and measured. Unlike Eman->1 N9 €ft-wing disenchantment wi

uhelh, Le_:Pen_and ;)thr?rs shfetdldhnot (;all for Democrats.
the resignation of Chirac after the referen- 5.5 \nd the former Social Democra
submit to the choice of the people or trenchant opponent of the Constitutior
resign. This reflects arealistic acceptanceTreaty.
that, if the Communist Party is to have
influence in the development of Europe, it
will have to work with the elected French
G_ol\_/fmmer;]t no matter hOW mucz itmight country has a wildly unrealistic view d
dislike it. The Communist Party has been e reasons for economic success. Irel

inthe doldrums in recent years, representhas henefited from being part of a Prote
ing about 5% of the vote, but it is very jonist Europe. Its low tax policies ha
likely thatits share of the vote willincrease attracted a disproportional share
in the coming years. American capital wishing to have acceq
to the European market. But the Ni
But the biggest winner was Laurent Treaty changed allthat. The wide politig
Fabius. His interventions were crucial and economic diversity inthe countries
and his pro-European credentials reassured€ European Union has undermined
many non-communist voters. He was SOCial model.  The only way it can |
also the first to articulate an alternative "€t1€ved is by a *two speed” Europe.
e . L : : If the French social vision spreads
vision (see interview in this magazine). Ge

: rmany the choice between “Boston g
On the night of the referendum he showedggjin" will no longer be academic. Irelar

almost ‘God Like’ contempt for media || face an urgent practical decision. W

IRELAND
As has been pointed out in this mag
zine, the political establishment in th

e

rightward drift of the German Social
This discontent is unitged
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protocols and refused to give any inter- are heading for interesting times! @
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g Marie-George Buffet Statement

Marie-George Buffet is the leader of

hcdhe French Communist Party. She made
the following statement on 29th of May
following the result of the French

5 Referendum:

“Agreat hope has arisentoday. Having
mobilised in an exceptional manner, our
people have said ‘no’ to the neo-liberal
tidal wave that has ravaged Europe and
the World for the last twenty years. Itis a
turning point. This victory was con-
structed on the rejection of the damage
and suffering caused by the policies of
social division; by the struggles and mob-
ilisations of recentyears and by a dynamic
of popular unity which evokes the great
times of the popular front and May 1968.

“This victory is above all a victory of
the wage earners, employees, young
people, unemployed, French and foreign
activists who did remarkable work to
allow our people to forge their opinion.
These men and women mastered the
content of the text which was given to
them and they gathered in the polling
booths to reject this neo-liberal
straitjacket.

“Our Government must submit to the
decision of the people or resign.

“France must ask for a renegotiation
ofthe treaty and demand the abandonment
of the ultra-liberal projects from Brussels:
the Bolkestein Directive, privatisation,
and the regression of social rights antici-
pated by the Lisbon timetable.

“The French parliament must meet
before the European Council in Mid June,
to draw all the consequences of this vote.

“Let us mobiliseen massédor the
European Council so that it might hear
and respect the position of the French
people.

“This ‘no’ of our people is European,
generous and a ‘'no’ of solidarity. Itinvites
everyone to organise in this country, and
at the different European levels, popular
assemblies for another Europe. Let us
have the ambition to build our strength so
that it will dictate the direction of the re-
negotiation of the treaty.

“The left, for its part, must draw the
lessons of this poll. After so many
disappointments, this victory demands
political unity to beat the neo-liberal
policies.

“The people demand of the left that it
may have the courage and strength to
confront the power of money and the
neo-liberal dogmas. The Communist
Party calls on all of the left to assume this
immense responsibility.

“I call on citizens, elected politicians,
political activists, organisations, who
have campaigned for this victory to meet
in every community in France. | invite
from the bottom of my heart men and
women and organisations of the left, even
those who might have voted ‘yes’, to take
your place, to participate with us in this
noble adventure to construct another
Europe, a genuine left wing alternative.

“Letus forge together a popular united
left so as to change our lives.”

(Translated by John Martin)



under William of Orange and continued
ever since, with the exception of about
forty years after 1945, when it was put in
abeyance by the outcome of Britain’s
bungled 2nd World War. It involved
preventing any long-term stability from
A Euro pean Balan Ce Of Power? being arrived at in Europe through the
operation of the internal forces on the
Britain gained entry to the European states without history or orientation—it Continent. Britain, from the time when
Union under its one thoroughly post- ceased to be workable. the Whigs took it in hand under William,
Imperial Prime Minister. Edward Heath ) - saw itself as a world power and not as part
disarmed European suspicions by hisown 1 1€ European projectwas hijacked. It of Eyrope. Its European policy was to
authenticity. He was overthrown by the Was taken away from its founders, and give some support to the weaker powers
rebellion of a Labour movement, many of NOW two of its founders have voted againstyo ‘pajance’ them against the stronger,
whose leaders wished a few years latefth® Way itis being reformed. and thus keep Europe in a permanent
that they had done a d_eal wiFh_him. He Anthony Coughlan of the Irish Sove- condition of_ af:tgal or latent warfare,
was succeeded as Prlmg Minister by 3reignty Movement was jubilant about the thereby maximising its own freedom_of
Labour Government, which was at the French referendum in thesh Times(31 action in other parts of the world. All its
mercy of a Labour movement which was May). Ten years ago he was jubilant on Great Wars were balance-of-power wars—
ann—European on _the ground that the EUR4i0 Eireann about British withdrawal the 1690s, the early 1700s, the 1750s,
(its name then bemg the EEC, Euro_pganfrom the ERM under pressure from the 1793-1815, an_d 1914-19. The emergence
Economic Community) wo_ulq prohlpn currency speculators, saying it proved thatOf the Bolshevik state out of the chaos o_f
the full development of socialism which “you can’t buck the market” the 1914 war made the game problemati-
they thought was about to happen in Bri- cal, and the massive expansion of Bolshe-
tain. Heath was ousted from the Tory  Well, if you can’'t buck the market, vik power after 1944 took it off the agenda
leadership by Thatcher during the five socialismis off and Thatcherismis all that for over forty years. The collapse of the
years when the Labour movement wasis possible. And Coughlan has been closelySoviet Union put it back on the agenda,
busily digging its own grave. Thatcher allied with British Eurosceptics in recent and it has been the object of British policy
came to powerin 1979 and set about usingyears. since 1990 to restore it fully.

Britain’s membership of the EU to subvert ) _ . .
it from within. Her general outlook was The Irish Sovereignty Movement  Anti-Europeans have said that the

adopted by the Labour Party after four ISM) was directed against Europe— European project was always a political
successive defeats. and the Blair Governthough it failed to protest against the project, though it masqueraded as
ment has carried on her work of subversioniMmpPosition of the smoking ban as an economic. Itwas in fact overtly political

administrative measure introduced underfrom the start, and the economic measures

since 1997. ; -
a European decree without properwere a means. The originators of the
British policy towards Europe for domestic legislation. project—statesmen and intellectuals in
twenty years has been to gain opt-outs for France, ltaly, Germany, and Benelux,

itself on social measures, to prevent the _Anti-Europeanism led in practice 10 knewin 1945 what Britain had been doing
formation of an EU foreign policy, to alignment with Britain. And the founder jn gyrope since 1900: balance-of-power
avail of the collapse of the Soviet system ©f the I1SM, Raymond Crotty, did not games, first against France, then against
to extend EU membership eastwardsMerely align himself with Britain in  Germany (1905-1919), then against France
indefinitely, and to press for ‘reform’ of Practice—he actually appealed to Britain (early 1920s), then against Germany again
the European economy. to take Ireland in hand once more becausgy, the |ate 1930s. The purpose of the

it was unable to look after itself. He did European project was to bring about a
The British Labour Party was thisinan article in the (Londoijmeson degree of political unity (essentially

apprehensive thirty years ago that EU 3rd July 1972, inwhich he said thatIreland panyeen France, Germany and Benelux)
membership would be an obstacle to thehad been debilitated economically andy ensure that Britain could never again
further socialist development of Britain. culturally by independence, whitput a play that game. It now looks distinctly

For the past eight years that Labour Partypolitical boundary through the British possible that it will be played again. And

has been doing its damnedest to destroysles resource market’And he appealed Anthony Coughlan wants it to be played.

the social structures built into post-1945 to Britain to*apply its own scholarship to

Europe by agreement between Christianresearching and studyingltish affairs. He may have some esoteric meaning
Democrats and Social Democrats. Which it did. Witness Professor Foster for the phrase. Inthe real world of history
and Peter Hart. and politics it is the way Britain has

The first European combination of 6 understood Europe since the Battle of the

states was workable. It would still have Cgughlan ﬁeeé the Frgnﬁh Referer:dunBoyne_ 0
been workable with Britain and Ireland if 25 @Porting the EU, and the Euro along

they were European in outlook (as IrelandWith it. And what doe; he think shoulg .
was for a while under Haughey), and with happen now. The way is open, he says, fpr Correction n

Spain as reconstructed by Franco. But, &Saner,more rationalway oforganisingl In last month’s featureYeats, The
with Britain playing Imperial games once our continent: Thisistobe dorfenthe | L ove Poetthere was an allusion to C.
more (with Ireland back in its pocket), and basis of the balance of power". Lewis. This should have read, Day

with an array of new Member States from  The“palance of power”is Britain’s Lewis.
the east—post-Soviet states and thereforgtrategic approach to Europe, put in plade

JJ
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imminent danger of being so accused in  Mr. Putin, take our advice, forget the
the normal course of events but whenrhetoric and stick to the plain facts of your
rhetoric takes over anything can happen.own history (even if you must ignore the
man who won the war) or you might soon

Stalin was a little more specific about become dependent for your view of the
what won the war. He called on the sonsworld on people like Dr. Auer and other
and daughters of Mother Russia to repulsewriters in tle Irish Times The Russian
the Nazi invaders of their country by any people do not deserve that. They have
and every means possible—and they didsuffered enough.

. S so. And they also confirmed the one
mystery about Bertie Ahern's Visit 10 g /oriating law of war, i.e., never margh

Moscow for VE Day on the 9th of May. ,, pmoscow in the Winter. And all thos

There is no speech on record, no report to ;

) T other countries represented at MOSCOWPNReader’s Letter
the I_Da|l, not even a sound bite to the gy, May had by contrast either bedn
media that | could find. No photo of the defeated (France), run away (Britain), pr

man himselfin Red S_qL_lare,ex_ceptamongnot engaged with the Nazis (US) at te
the group photo. This is not his style. Hetime of the invasion of Russia.
was to meet the British premier for talks

on Northern Ireland. As Blair did not turn But thelrish Timescame up with a

up was he a bit lost? Did he not have g, i0n 1o this puzzle about Joseph the
anyone else to talk to? | contacted h'SGood. An article by Dr. Stefan Aue}
office but no more information was forth- (Academic director of the Dublin
coming about what he said or did. The g\, .onean Institute, University Collegp
man who a few short months ago S'ngle'Duinn) explained that: “In the West,
handedly rescued the EU Constitution and1945 signified the victory of good ov
thereby set Europe right for the next eyj| pytin Stalin’s part of Europe evil ha

thousand years has nothing to say about §een defeated by evi(11.5.05).
similar event 60 years ago. Some compari-

son like that could have been made (and ~ This is the kind of statement that give
believed by the Irish political elite). What theology a bad name. Can there bg

are all these press officers and advisorshumber of equal evils in the world at th
paid for except to produce that kind of sametime? Are there degrees of evil gndoelieves that it is legitimate to judge such

baloney? He must not be feeling himself?how many? Can Good be graded apddefinition as mistaken and to argue for
enumerated also? Can Good fight Goqd,another ‘objective’ one. Thuswhen close
There is arumour that he wanted to getlike Evil apparently can fight Evil? Anq on a million people in northeast Ireland
Putin and the Russians onside on the latedfiow could that arise? The mind bogglds.declare themselves to be British, | accept
situation in N. Ireland, which means them Rather more important, who decides ¢nthis, whereas Brendan adduces arguments
getting awfully concerned about the all this categorising? Is Dr. Auer ajp toshowthattheyarewrong. Forme, since
McCartney killing & lathe mass murderers expert on Evil? And on Good? Is he Gddthey are by self-definition British, they

Mission to
Moscow

There seems to be something of a Jack Lane

One And
A Bit Nations:
A Response

" Dear Editor
I noted Brendan Clifford’s reply to my
letter on this subject (Irish Political
Review, April). The basic difference bet-
s ween Brendan and meisthatl, on principle,
aalways recognise the national or ethnic
e self-definition of a people, whereas he

in Washington and the professional by any chance?
spoofersin Strasbourg). Butthe Russians,
commemorating the killing of 27 millions
of their compatriots, just could not get
their heads round the historical signifi-
cance of a pub brawl in Belfast. The
Russians are very slow learners at this
game.

Counting the number of angels on t

activity for developing the abstra
capacity of the human mind because th

to check Dr. Auer’s speculations on WW

Load of peasants, get me out of here!and therefore his type of theology could

easily lead to mental instability.
And if the truth be known Bertie could

have got that war of theirs over and done  Dr. Auerlooks at plenty facts of cours
with in a fraction of the time and a fraction but he is so selective that it becom
of the cost it took them to do so. farcical. For example, the earliestreleva

_ fact he refers to is thRibbentrop-Stalin
However, there was evidence that thepact that every schoolboy once kne

head of a pin was historically a very fruitfdl

was no reality check to worry about. Bfit
there are innumerable facts against whigh

belong to the British nation (which

comprises also English, Welsh and Scots).
€ For Brendan, they form a separate nation

whose name he has so far not revealed. So

his view that in Ireland there are two
rhations—the Irish nation and the nameless
one—opposes itselfto my view that Ireland
contains the Irish nation and the Ulster
| British.

I have not habitually called this view

of mine ‘one nation and a bit'—it is just a
L. handy way of putting it. My progress
;Stowards it began when, in the 1960s, not
htknowing Brendan or his writings, |

concluded, as he did, that the one-nation
, dogma of Irish nationalism was a falsity.
| believed it also smacked of imperialism,

Russians are learning at least the currenfo|iowed theMunich Agreemerand was
|ingO of the West. Putin declared in his a consequence of it. Stalin saw a tr

as did the British assertion, under the Act

speech that the Russian victory was one obeing laid to have a united front againgst ©f Union, thatthe Irish were British, when
‘Good over Evil'. This gets a bit tricky if - him spearheaded by Germany and escapef0St I1ish said they were not.

taken seriously. Where does that leave therom it with the masterstroke of the Pad.

My first public rejection of that

ghost atthe celebrations, the war-winning Apparently that Munich Agreement mugt Nationalist dogma, and my progress
leader, Joseph Stalin? On the side ofnow hecome a footnote in history, andif ©OWards my presentview, beganin August
Good? And leading the forces of Good? possible disappear altogether, as it dded 969 When—with Douglas Gageby giving

Something wrong here surely? He neverfor pr, Auer. But understanding of WWwI
claimed to represent Good and is in Nothen becomes impossible.
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me a free hand to write anything | liked on
the North—I wrote an article ifihe Irish



Timesentitled A Plea for Realism It
beganThe first basic fact that needs t

be recognised is that Northern Irela
contains two historic peoples, or rathef,
one such people (the Ulster Protestanjs)
and part of another. Only the accideft
that both of them speak English obscufes
the fact that they are peoples as real ahd
distinctas, say, the Austrians and Czechg.”

Playing Handball
Against A Haystack

As aresult of that article, lan Paisley]s
henchman, Major Ronald Bunting, toldja

press conference in Belfast that he agr¢
with me. | went to Belfast. We drew u
a joint declaration calledPrinciples of
Settlemensubsequently publishediihe
Irish Times Referring to the ‘two peoples
of Northern Ireland without naming the
we proposed mutual recognition
respect and a sharing of power.
last we meant, for we were both enthusig

of strong local government, a wel}

empowered cantonal division of Northe
Ireland in accordance with local majoritie
Our aim, or at least mine, was simply
prevent violent conflict.

Then, in the early 1970s, as | car
paigned for condominium (join

ar;ld
By this

“Asking the Taoiseach a question is
like trying to play handball against a
haystack. You hear a dull thud and the
ball does not come back to you. It goes
all over the world, but it certainly does
not come back to the person asking the
question” Joe Higgins Socialist Party
TD, Leinster House 29 January 2003

ed
D

The Ireland Institute is to be congrat-
StSulated for hosting a talk by Dr Brian
Hanley of Maynooth omistorians and

|" the Irish Revolutioon May 12.

D.

0 Brian Hanley interviewed Peter Hart

recently inHistory Ireland He clarified
- his differences with critics of Peter Hart’s

sovereignty) in the North and worked

N (The IRA And Its Enemid$998). In the

A response to Brian Hanley’s defence of Peter Hart

foolish (though not impossible) to take
issue with this view. Derivation of
motivation in every individual case is not
the historian’s task. The issue is the
significance or effect of such views, if
indeed they had any significant effect
over the course of the War of Indepen-
dence. Where such views existed they
would have to be put into context. For
instance, it is not sufficient to portray as
sectarian the infusion of religious belief
into a political outlook. Otherwise, we
would have to portray Gandhi and Martin
Luther King as sectarian. By and large
sectarianism as a motivating factor was
explicit in the ideology of Unionism and

Government and its forces. Sectarian

the four-province federal scheme, | to@k apsence of a detailed reply from Peterviolence or its justification was not a
accountofan untidy fact. Inthe North, thhe Hart (which we still await), a response to feature of republican politics or action.
people of Irish allegiance included soryie Hanley's talk may serve to clarify the PeterHartalmostconcedes as muchin his

Protestants, and those of British allegiar]
some Catholics. So | stopped describ
the two communities in religious term

and called them simply ‘Irish’ ang

‘British’.

Jconfusions.

Py

PREPOSTEROUS
Brian Hanley criticized those who

Cediscussion and to eliminate some of therecenHistory Irelandinterview, in a way

that implicitly contradicts his West Cork
research.

The problem with Peter Hart's work

My final naming of them occurred if apparently believe that the War of Inde- ©n Corkisthathe concludes that sectarian-

1974-5, in mySunday Pressolumn and
elsewhere, when | regularly referred
‘the Six-County lIrish’and ‘the Ulster
British’. | adopted the latter term from
pamphlet written by a professor ¢
Birmingham University, who hag
previously worked on a commission abg

the ‘dual-minority’ situation in the South

Tyrol.
When Brendan writes thdhe ‘nation

and a bit’ view was brought up by

somebody in the mid-seventigdie is

referring to that usage of mine. | was tI:e

first in the Republic, and the first Iris
nationalist, to publicly accept the sel
definition of the ethnic minority in the
Northeast, and to call them ‘British’.

pendence consisted dfour glorious
0 years” and who allegedly have difficulty
f Adherents of this view were notidentified.
Lt licans Peter Hart admires, who fantral
and assassins’(see History Ireland

interview, http://www.historyireland.con}/
magazine/features/13.2FeatC.Wtml

Focusing on Peter Hart’'s Critics,
Hanley said:“some ... argue that it is

motivated by sectarianismThe holder

Ironically, these could be the type of repub-

reasons'refused to become ambushers

utterly preposterous to suggest that any 1a i
action of the IRA could have been Bandon/Dunmanway killings of loyalists

ism as such motivated the IRA campaign
and the republican struggle generally in

with the fact that the IRA assassinated or'West Cork. Hart concluded that this was
B ambushed the enemy at close range&ssentially a war ofneighbor against

neighbor”.

KiLMICHAEL = DUNMANWAY
Two events are pivotal to Hart's thesis.
Indeed, he links them.

They are:

a) The Kilmichael ambush and Hart's
refutation of the claim that Auxiliaries
engaged in a false surrender;

b)Hart’s allegation that the post-Truce

(Hanley said 13, others say 14) in 1922

That usage first entered officigl of this preposterous view was again notwere motivated by sectarianism.
language in the British White Paper pf named. (Brian Hanley’s at times inability

April 1982, and then, in 1984, in the Ne

official document issuing from Dubli

€V to identify who he was talking about and
Ireland Forum Report. That was the firfgt what precisely they said or wrote creates

a difficulty—of which more below.)

which recognised the two ethnic groupsjin

Northern Ireland by the national namgs

they use to describe themselves.

Desmond Fennell

| MPOSSIBLE
Hanley saidltisimpossible to believe

KILMICHAEL
If Peter Hart had concluded from his
examination of the Kilmichael ambush
that he was unsure of the accuracy of the
false surrender claim in the midst of the
fog of war, we could agree to differ and to

that no IRA member acted out of personalforget the matter. It would be too trivial to
malice or out of the belief that Protestants pursue. However, for Hart the false

were not really Irish” Itwould indeed be

surrender claim is in fact a lie concocted
9


http://www.historyireland.com/magazine/features/13.2FeatC.html

by IRA commander, Tom Barry. Hart's was Murphy who in 1999 pointed to the with Kilmichael, the case is weakened
newspaper allegation that Barry was aoriginal omission by Hart.) [We hope to considerably. (See details in references
“serial killer” was part of the argument reproduce this missing section in next below which indicate where further

thatthe battle was occasioned by savagerynonth’s magazine, ed.] information on the whole debate can be

thatwas part of avicious sectarian conflict. ) ] ) found.)
It “culminated” in the Bandon/Dunman- Brian Hanley did not deal with these
way killings, said Peter Hart. specific and quite serious criticisms, even EXCEPTIONAL

when raised from the floor by Manus In fact, the Bandon/Dunmanway
O’Riordan and by me. Perhaps he did notkillings were exceptional, but they were
wish to appear critical. also not sectarian. They took place during

(the omitted sections reinforce the case a ceasefire period, in defiance of an IRA
for its being a British forgery) and the OuTSIDER amnesty for spies and informers. They
demolition of other aspects of Hart's case There are aspects of Hart's work that were roundly condemned by every section

against Barry (see Meda Ryarfom Brian Hanley said he does rigb glong of republican opinion, pro and anti-Treaty.
Barry), we are left with little more than a with” but these were not explained. H_e Even the _Select Vestry of thg Church of
case made on the basis of assumptions‘?bserved that, merely because Kevinlreland said they were exceptional. These
While itis possible to believe such acase,MyerS of thelrish Timesagreed with a comments were issued in the absence of
it is not necessarily historical belief, more proponent of a historical work, in this case knowledge of the Auxiliary list. Tom Barry
an act of revisionist faith. Peter Hart's, it did not of itself render the played an honorable role in stopping the
work wrong. Indeed. killings and preventing further targeting
of former British Intelligence Agents and
Kilmichael stems from the fact that estab-  FOF instance, Hart*evidence for the  operatives on the Dunmanway list—for
lishing it as a lie enables Peter Hart to Dunmanway killings is compellingéaid  these individuals were potentially still
place the IRA on the same level of moral Brian Hanley, without referring to the underthreat. Manus O’'Riordan and Meda
and political opprobrium as the British SSU€ of H_art’s use of the Record or otherRy_an have detailed this ep_lsode and their
forces: the Black & Tans, Auxiliaries and recent evidence (see below). He gave aevidence appears compelling.
RIC. If Hart's evidence stood up we could SOt account of the original impetus for _ _ _
argue over interpretation oftheevidentiarythe k||||ng_s. Hanley said they resulted Brian Hanley, in _partlal retr_eat, sug-
and documentary basis of the argurm,_mt_fromadeswe fd‘rrevenge after the deaths g_e_sted that what is important is h(_)w the
ButtheevidencefallsapartonexaminationOf IRA Volunteers”(in fact one IRA  killings are"seen” by “one million Irish
and Peter Hart has been criticised as a/olunteer). However, Hanley reported it people”in the North of Ireland. Certainly
researcher whois, at best, less than carefu be improbable thatsuddenly 13  British propagandadid everythingit could
informers were found”those done to to portray the War of Independence as a
death were killed because they were a partvar against Protestants. Deviators were
DuNMANWAY of an‘outsider” group. Hanley, following  terrorised back into line. In his recent talk
Take the Bandon/Dunmanway kill- Hart, suggests the victims were picked atin Cork, Brian Murphy recounted the
ings. Peter Hart misreported, and in thisrandom from the Protestant community. experience of an unfortunate Protestant
case misrepresented, another document trader from Cork named Biggs, who
(again from British sources, though It is surprising that Hanley did not asserted in a letter to tivésh Timesthat
genuine in this case). Hart asserted thatefer to the evidence in Meda Ryamam  relations between Protestants and
Protestants shot as informers by the IRABarry IRA Freedom Fightg2003). The Catholics were fine. Within three days his
could not have supplied information names of all those shot were on the list ofshop was razed to the ground by the RIC.
because, according to the British Record“helpful citizens” left by the Auxiliaries  The audio recording of Murphy’s talk on
of the Rebellion, Protestantsdd notgot when they vacated Dunmanway Work- Indymedia.ieeveals this and other similar
it to give”. Hart left out the next sentence house. Three were directly implicated in and telling details.
which stated‘the exception to this rule the killing of the IRA Volunteer and two
was in the Bandon areaivhere therewas relatives of others on the list were shot ORANGE ORDER
active informing and where the IRA shot (surnameswere listed in that case—thisin ~ Brian Hanley should realise that very
the culprits. In other words, a source saiditselfreveals the relationship of the killings effort was made to help unionistee”
by Hart to be “the most important and to the Auxiliary list). Ryan documented the conflict as sectarian and to persuade
trustworthy we have'contradicted his the exceptional organization of them to fight on that basis. Peter Hart
central point, and he omitted its relevant paramilitary loyalism on an explicitly helps them ‘see’ this anew, which is why
point. sectarian basis in the Bandon area withinhis work is promoted extensively on
sections of the Protestant community (aOrange Order-inspired web sites.
When he came to publish an editedlevel of organization that Peter Hart
version of the Record of the Rebellion a denies). During the War, the IRA shot = Many Protestants, including in Cork,
few years later, Peter Hart glided over hisinformers or expelled them from the area, supported or were sympathetic to the
omission in a manner said by #ish irrespective of theirreligion. The allegation Republican struggle. Sam Maguire, a
Timesreviewer to be“disingenuous” that Protestants were targeted as such, oRrotestant from Dunmanway, was Michael
(Brendan O Cathaoir, writing on 18th even more seriously, that innocent Collins’ right hand man who took a pro-
January 2003). He also left out of his Protestants were targeted, has little Treaty position. He took part in the 1924
published version a section in which it evidentiary or documentary basis. The Army Mutiny in protest against Free State
was admitted that the British Army had a best case that can be made for such afolicy since Collins’ death. (On his death
sectarian view of the Irish. (1am indebted approach arises from the Bandon/Dun-Maguire’s former IRA comrades defied
to Brian Murphy for this latter point. It manway killings. Under examination, as Priestly prohibition to provide an IRA
10
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honour guard at his Protestant funeralResearchinSIPTU, Ireland’s largest Trade
service, a pointmade by Manus O’Riordan Union, and populariser and defender of KITCHEN SINK
atthetalk.) This phenomenon, ignored bythe legacy of James Connolly and Frank Instead of argument that can be
Hart, would have been highly improbable Ryan, was also in effect accused of notevaluated, Peter Hart has informed us that
had the IRA conducted themselves asbeing interested in the class struggleMeda Ryan’s criticism is ndtational”
depicted by him. The main point here is elements of the Irish revolution, another (a scarcely credible comment), and that
that there were Protestant republicans inHanley claim. Manus O’Riordan was Brian Murphy’s is not published
Dunmanway, Bandon, Ballineen and otheraccompanied by his father, Michael, (demonstrably incorrect). From Hanley
areas, just as there were Roman Catholidormer General Secretary of the Commun-we learn that this is tfieimerick’s fighting
loyalists. The element of support for and ist Party of Ireland, Spanish Civil War story” version of the revolution and that
opposition to the British Empire as a Veteran, and native of Cork, who attendedthose who criticize Peter Hart are not
powerful worldwide entity is missing from both of Brian Murphy'’s recent talks. interested in“class divisions” (though
Hart's account. Instead we are given a the factthat Peter Hart appears uninterested
simplistic inward-looking tribal or ethnic It may also be unnerving to note that in pursuing this approach was not
view of the community and of the fight. It Dr. O’Connor Lysaght, historian of the mentioned as a deficiency).
is inadequate. Limerick Sovietand over 40-year propon-
ent of the views of Leon Trotsky, roseand  In his wide-ranging account, Brian
However, Hanley's observation on spoke in tones similar to those of Manus Hanley told us about the shooting of
what northern unionistsee” leadstothe  O’Riordan. He pointed out that a feature Protestants in Monaghan and Donegal,
question: is the perception of an eventof the revisionist method was tgener-  aboutthe IRAresponse to loyalist pogroms
more important to a historian than an alise fromthe exceptionsdndthatHart's in Belfast, tensions between North and
investigation of what actually happened? depiction of the Bandon/Dunmanway South, about land agitation in Galway,
Historical perceptions have consequenceskillings was a classic example. about Protestants in Dublin, lack of IRA
even contemporary ones. But presumably action in Meath, the Labour Party
historians like to help in the formation of ~ DonecaL, MonagHAan Not IN NorTH  performance in 1922, and the anti-
perceptions based on understanding of There was little if any hagiography in  Semitism of J.J. O’Kelly and Tomas Ashe.
what actually happened, rather than onthe remarks of O’Riordan (who was very From which tour of the revolution and
inaccurate propaganda. critical of aspects of Tom Barry’s politics some of its personages, we are given to
after the War of Independence), or from understand that Brian Hanley knows a lot.
Otherwise, are we not dealing simply others who spoke in opposition to Hart.
with a history of perceptions or of senti- Brian Hanley countered my comment  From such generalizations onlookers
ment and prejudice? Isn’t this approach onthe exceptional, to the south, organizat-are possibly supposed to conclude that
merely areverse of the alleged nationalistion of paramilitary loyalism in Bandon. this is a debate of huge and impenetrable
bogeyman history of the ‘glory days’ of He responded that the UVF were active incomplexity. Arguably the criticism of the
the IRA? Ulster Counties, Monaghan and Donegal.criticism is in fact a smokescreen for
Brian had referred earlier to the killing of inability to defend a largely indefensible
_ CHuTZPAH  Protestants in those counties, but on thatapproach.
Although Brian Hanley said he had jpjtial occasion had not mentioned the

not read Brian Murphy’s recently presence of the UVF. It has long been a conceit of revisionist
published The Catholic Bulletin And historiography to insinuate that nationalist
Republican Irelandhe made a point of Itis a curious feature of this debate that history does not take into account the

referring to anti-Semitic views in a series Brian Hanley did not cite a specific word, Social and class tensions endemic to the
of Bulletin articles (by a Fr. Thomas sentence or passage from Peter Hart'sVar of Independence period. As with the
Burbage) and as expressed later by theyitics. Similarly, not once did Peter Hart accusations of republican sectarianism,
Editor, J.J. O'Kelly. A pity he had not g so in his intervention on the Internet, this is often an attempt to project back-
read the work, as Murphy addresses thegn the BBC or in hisHistory Ireland ~ Wardsinto the War of Independence period
issue. It was difficult to discern the interview. Brian Murphy’s recent talk is @ crystallized ruling elite already
relevance of the comment (giventhatBrian on |ndymedia.ie(his previous talk on subordinating the working class to the
Hanley admitted that such views were not gritish propaganda is extensively reported interests of capital. Instead of promoting
predominant) except as an illustration of and his original criticism is from 1999). anaccountofthe struggle thatincorporates
his view that critics of Peter Hart existin \eda Ryan’s book is out over a year and@ socialist analysis of Imperialism, this
a sort of pure republican cocoon. a half. Manus O’Riordan’s work is approach usually attempts to separate
Itmay have been slightly disconcerting pyblished and also on the Internet, and Isocialism from the politics of the national
for Brian Hanley to suggest, even hayve also summarized the Peter Hartquestion. ‘Socialist’ variants of this
implicitly, that Peter Hart’s critics have criticism onindymedialtis notas though approach pay homage to the role of
little to say about the anti-Semitism of J.J. the argument has been hard to come byConnolly while in effect rejecting in
O'Kelly, ‘Sceilig’,when the originator of  Brian Hanley reiterated his curious Practice the actual course he adopted in
the research on that subject, and Petepssertion that Peter Hart's (unnamed)1916.
Hart critic, Manus O'Riordan, was sitting critics concentrate on Kilmichael to the : . .
directly infrontof him. O'Riordan asserted extent thatthey ignore Dunmanway. There. . B/ain Hanleyisindanger of promoting
that Peter Hart had a pro-British bias andis no evidence for this assertion and Ith|s approach by insinuating that a defence

spoke in detail on the anti-sectarian naturewonder why it is repeated. What function of the anti-sectarian trajectory of the fight

of the IRA campaign during the War of goes it serve? Perhaps Brian Hanley had West Cork is somehow a failure to

Independence. L .___confront sectarianism. One reason why
P not ac;tually read the crlt!C|sm. OtherV\_/lse, this generalized approach has been adopted
he might quote something he takes issue it Id m b 2 detailed
Curass Act with. Strangely however, Brian Hanley IS, It would seem, because

. o : : ' . refutation of the case made by Meda Ryan
Itis also odd that O’Riordan, Head of ignored Dunmanway in the interview. and Brian Murphy is not possible.
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Frankly, it would help if Brian Hanley|
(or, more important, Peter Hart) read t - Shorts - Shorts - - Shorts - Shorts - Shorts - Shorts - Shorts - Shorts - Shorts - Shor

criticism and responded directly, rathe

than with speculative generalizations, | ast year the sixtieth anniversary of D-Day was celebrated. Butin June 1944
many of peripheral relevance. Otherwise, \yere 50 divisions of the German army in Western Europe, while in the East there
the debate is a bit like playing handball 50q givisions fighting against the Red Army. A Soviet defeat would have released
against a haystack.
lost the war.
, FiNaLLy We salute the brilliant Soviet Generals: Zhukov, Koniev, Rokossovski, Ereme
(I may be guilty of unintentional - \/510ytine, and Vassilevski under the competent leadership of Joseph Stalin. Bu
caricature in whatfollows, butitencapsyl- of all we salute the Soviet people, 27 million of whom died compared to 540,000 Fr

ates a fee””9 | have about an aspect t0400,000 British and 300,000 Americans.
Brian Hanley’s argument.)

One thing that is missing from Brian A GLorious FUTURE?
Hanley’s account is the role of Britair|. Boris Yeltsin did not celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Soviet victory, b
British policy and strategy initselffoment- appears that Russia has recovered its self-respect after the fall of communism.
ing sectarianism while attempting tp of this restoration of national pride there has been a re-evaluation of Joseph Stg
portray its opponents as sectarian fanatics Guennadi Ziouganov, the head of the Russian Communist Party, declared at th
is notexamined. It makes Hanley’s accoyntCongress of the Union of Communist Parties of the ex-USSR that:
rather one-sided and gives the appearapce  “Itis necessary to defend the truth and rehabilitate the great name of Stalin... S
of navel-gazing — a bit like the sound of  communists have asked for the revision of the decision of the 20th Congress of the
one hand clapping. Brian Hanley says he  Communist party in 1956, which condemned the cult of the personality of Stalin a
is arguing from a broadly republica consequences. They have asked that Stalin be rehabilitated. T he great Stalin him
perspective, that heis himselfarepublican.  no need of rehabilitation, but we must emphasize the merits of Stalin in the develo
But why? —if typical republicans in Cor of socialism and the survival of civilisation against Nazisb& Point, 5.5.05).
were narrow-minded sectarian bigots, so A nationalist deputy has proposed a new monument to the glory of Stalin in Mo
consumed with feelings of propriety and and the President of the Duma (the Russian parliament), Boris Gryzlov, a close as
Catholic notions of piety, that they of Putin, described Stalin as:
conducted the War of Independence by “a man out of the ordinary who did a lot for the Soviet victob€ Point, 5.5.05).
shooting innocent Protestants, and by
ignoring informers within the IRA, th AN INGLORIOUS PAsT
clergy, and in the ‘respectable’ ranks of  On the same day as world leaders were celebrating the defeat of Nazism, the
Roman Catholic society. a very different event in Tallinn, the capital of Estonia. A memorial was inaugu
celebrating those who “perished while fighting for liberty”: more precisely for the 2

Why a socialist republican would wis

to have anything to do with the cause division of the Waffen SS.
ything The cost of the monument was 60,000 Euro and was approved by the city gover
such people is beyond me, and how they.

won by shooting those innocent in Tallinn. The memorial includes sixteen plagues with the names of the fascist
informing, while tolerating the rea which confronted the Red Army in 1944,

informers, is utterly perplexing. Estonia and Lithuania did not attend the commemorations in Moscow. Georg
' Bush visited Latvia before going on to Moscow. The Latvian President indicated t
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resources and made Western Europe practically impregnable. Itwas in Russia that Hitle
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Perhaps we could all agree to disperiseAmerican President that the 9th of May was a day of National grief for her country.

with caricature and unfocussed genergli- Estonia and Latvia do not grant full citizenship rights to their Russian-spes
sation, and to move on. populations. All three of the Baltic States are members of the European Union.

Brian Hanley is in the unfortunat An EvE ON BEIRUT
tphoesglicr):; glf Iggt?a\?/ﬂg]r?. :::gl\g;rtg)?rt)lye sf Sr dM The Skibbereen Eaglamously assured its readers that it was keeping an ey
the view that Peter Hart “should answer ' 2
for himself”. That is something on whic
we can all agree. We await the day and th
hour.

Michel Aoun returned to the Lebanon. His return was 11 days after the withdray
dhe Syrian Army which provoked Aoun’s fall in 1990.
The recent Syrian withdrawal was after pressure from the United States followin
assassination of Rafic Hariri. The withdrawal was opposed by hundreds of thou
FurTHERING THE DEBATE | of Hezbollah supporters in the streets of Beirut.
Something else that mightbe agreedin  If Beirut explodes again, let nobody have any doubt as to who bears the respons

king

e on

scow. This column is watching Beirut. After 15 years of exile, the fascist General

al of

gthe
sands

ibility.

the meantime would be an Invitation

Brian Murphy to deliver a talk to the

. e A history of the discussion onthis www.indymedia.ie/
Ireland Institute on British propaganda

‘ c matter can be found on the following newswire.php?story_id=69567
during the War of Independence period. It ,q pages: Audio Report: ‘Political Culture in Cork'—
would allow Institute memberstogauge w ww .indymedia.ie/ a talk by Brian Murphy
the accuracy or fairness of the criticism of newswire.php?story_id=67769 www.historyireland.com/magazine/
Peter Hart's approach, and whether the What Is The Dispute about Kilmichael and features/13.2FeatC.htrh
critics are as Brian Hanley depicted. Dunmanway really about? Peter Hart interview with Brian Hanley

NiaLL MEEHAN www.indymedia.iel/l
. _ newswire.php?story_id=69172 add your comments htp://
No_tg: Mercier will publish the paperback Nowit’sHistory(Ireland)!_Pe_terHartreplies wWww.indvmedia.iel
edition of Meda Ryan’s Tom Barry IRA on Tom Barry and Kilmichael (but not publishcomments.php?story_id=70668
Freedom Fighter in the autumn. Dunmanway)
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The Northern Ireland
Elections: An Analysis

Table | summarises the results of the It's conceivable that it could win an 11th
10 Northern Ireland elections since 1997—from Sinn Fein in Fermanagh & South
European, Westminster, Assembly andTyrone, if the UUP didn’t stand and the

Local Government. The table gives the SDLP did.

share of the (First Preference) vote and the
number of seats for each of the major.

parties.

The

DUP’s existing MPs look
impregnable for the next decade and more
Old age may eventually force lan Paisley
Voting share depends not 0n|y on atO retire, but it is Unimaginable that his
n

standing for it, so comparing a party’s It is difficult to see how the UUP can wi

performance from one election to anothe

is a hazardous business, the more so wherPown inthe foreseeable future. It's going
to be 9-1, or better, to the DUP for some

as in this case, the elections

different electoral systems in

employ .
P ytlme to come.

rany Westminster seat other than Nor

When David Trimble took over the
leadership of the UUP in 1995, the score
was 9-3 to the UUP, and Unionists held 13
out ofthe then 17 seats (Robert McCartney
was the MP for North Down). The SDLP
held the other 4 seats, Joe Hendron having
taken back West Belfast from Gerry
Adams at the 1992 election. So, David
Trimble has presided over the decline of
Unionism from holding 13 out of 17
Westminster seats to holding 10 out of 18,
and over the decline of his own party from
holding 9 to holding only 1, and having
very little chance of winning any back.

It is true that the first-past-the-post
voting system for Westminster treated the
UUP savagely in last month’s elections:

ththe DUP received less than twice as many

votes as the UUP (33.7% to 17.7%) but
won 9 seats to the UUP’s 1 (and the SDLP
got 3 seats with less votes than the UUP).

different constituents. One factar

to note is that small parties and

independents—the ‘Others’inth
table—are more likely to stand i
Local Government and Assembl

elections under proportional repre-
sentation , which depresses the

First Preference share of the ma
parties.

Having said that, Table | doe
illustrate the general trends in par
strengths since 1997. The ou
standing features of these are w¢
known: the rise of the Democrati
Unionist Party at the expense (¢
the Ulster Unionist Party (and th
near elimination of other Unionis
parties); the rise of Sinn Fein at th
expense of the Social Democrat
and Labour Party; and the shrink
ing of the ‘centre’ ground until
recently, when the Alliance Part
made a modest recovery.

UUP DeAp IN THE WATER

On the evidence of the Wes
minster Elections, the UUP isded
inthe water: itnow holds only 1 o
the 6 seats it won in 2001 (Nort
Down). It had already lost Jeffre
Donaldsonto the DUP by defectio
and in the election it lost a furthe
4: 3 to the DUP (East Antrim
South Antrim, Upper Bann) ang

one to the SDLP (Belfast South).

Since thereis a substantial Prote
ant majority in the latter constitu
ency, and the DUP was the leg
Unionist party this time, the seat i
bound to fall to the DUP next time|

The DUP now has 9 out of th
18 Westminster seats and canlo

in
DUP 13.6 15.8

X 2 91
y

X 10 185

f

eOthU 44 54

| 1 33

e

(o

-All 8.0 6.6
0 41

Oth 1.1 6.9

] 0 38

d

fSDLP 24.1 20.6

n 3 120

n

rSF 16.1 16.9
2 74

)

5t-

L Notes:

.24,

forward to a 10th in South Belfas

18.1
20

tIIUUP 3277 277 213

28

11.4
10

22.0
24

17.6
18

28.4

28.1

17.3
0

Table |

Northern Ireland Elections 1997-2005

Percentage share & number of seats by party

1997w 19971 1998a 1999¢ 2001w 20011 2003a 2004¢ 2005w 20051

22.5

S5a

26.8

6a

21.0

21.7
4

214 257 32.0 337 296
131 30b 1 9 182
229 227 16.6 17.7 18.0
154 27b 1 I 115
3.0 42 — 0.4 1.2
8 2 — 0 4
5.1 3.7 — 39 5.0
28 6 — 0 30
75 33 91 24 5.6
36 1 0 0 24
194 170 159 175 174
117 18 0 3 101
20.7 235 263 243 232
108 24 1 5 126

@ Jeffrey Donaldson defected to the UUP in 2004, so that at the time of the 2005 Westminste
selection the DUP had 6 MPs and the UUP had only 5.

"b 3 UUP MLAs subsequently defected to the DUP, so the DUP now has 33 MLAs and the UUP

)l§ource: ARK (The Northern Ireland Social and Political Archive) at www.ark.ac.uk/elections
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In the Local Government elections, held Fein to 5/3 to Sinn Fein. The SDLP has SoutH Down
on the same day, the UUP received aheld its ground, for the moment at least.  The SDLP has little or no chance of
similar share (18.0%) of the First Though losing Newry & Armagh to Sinn holding onto South Belfast seat at the next
Preference votes and the PR systenfein, which was aracing certainty, it held election. It may also have difficulty hold-
ensured thatit was rewarded with a similaron to Foyle and South Down and, by aing on to South Down next time, if Eddie
proportion of seats—115 out of 582. The stroke of luck, won South Belfastfromthe \cGrady retires. He is now 70 and wanted
DUP won 182 from 29.6%. UUP. However, the outlook is not very tg retire this time, but was persuaded not
bright for the SDLP in the next Westmin- 14 5o he is bound to retire at the end of this
So, on the face of it, the UUP is not ster Election. Parliament.
dead yet. But, the difficulty for the UUP
is that it has no longer got a reason to exist SouTH BELFAST Table Il gives the SDLP and Sinn Fein
separate from the DUP, because there is Next time, South Belfast is certain to
no longer any significant difference falltothe DUP. Alisdair McDonnell won in the last two Assembly and Westminster
between the parties on the main issuethis time for the SDLP because of the elections. (In the Table ‘' stands for
facing Unionism—the Belfast Agreement. falloutfrom the retirement of the nominally Westm'néteran d'a’ stands for A bl
UUP MP, Rev. Martin Smyth, against ! ssembly.)
During the election campaign, the DUP whom the DUP didn't stand. When th
maintained a discreet silence about theUUP refused to make a deal with the DU
factthat before Christmas it made a deal toabout a single Unionist candidate in thi
go into government with Sinn Fein on the seat (and in Fermanagh & South Tyrone),
basis of the Belfast Agreement, with afew the possibility arose of a split Unionist
cosmetic amendments to enable it to bevote leading to an SDLP victory, whichig SPLP 23,257 24,136 15922 21,557
described as #new” agreement. The what happened. McDonnell won with 453 463 351 447
DUP campaign was full of bluster about only 32% of the vote (and fewer vote
republican paramilitary activities having thanin 2001), compared with 28% for th 7,771 10,278 12,007 12,417
put Sinn Fein beyond the pale, and DUP and 23% for the UUP (and 9% fof 151 197 265 258
devolution having to proceed without Sinn Alex Maskey of Sinn Fein). A shift of a
Fein: voluntary coalition between little over a thousand votes from the UUP Lead 15,486 13,858 3,915 9,14(
Unionists and the SDLP was now the way to the DUP would give the seat to the
forward, they said. However, post-election DUP, other things being equal.
this plan has disappeared from the DUP’s The Table shows that the Sinn Fein
rhetoric (presumably, because the SDLP  Alex Maskey's vote (2,882) was almost vote in 2005, and vote share, was
kept saying it wouldn't play ball), and the exactly the same as in the 2001 Westmin=significantly up on 2001, and the SDLP
new plan is that the Assembly be revived ster Election, but just over a thousandvote, and vote share, fell. However, Eddie
to supervise the activity of the Direct Rule votes less than his vote in the 2003McGrady ended up well ahead with a
Ministers, which is a non-runner with Assembly Elections. It's impossible to majority of 9,140 over Caitriona Ruane
everybody else that matters. say if the McCartney killing, and his own for Sinn Fein, albeit significantly down on
personal involvement in the aftermath, his majority of 13,858 over a different
In fact, the DUP know that, if there is had any effect on his vote. He could havegjnn Eein candidate in 2001.
to be devolution, it will have to be on the lost out both because of the involvement
basis of the Belfast Agreement with Sinn of IRA members in the killing and also In part, his majority seems to have
Fein Ministers alongside DUP Ministers. because of the subsequent suspension ‘Heen due to Protestants. who voted UUP
They may not like it, but they accept it is Sinn Feinmembers. Itwas reported during '
the price for devolution. Inthis, thereis no the election campaign that Gerry Adams
significant difference with the UUP. So, was heckled by republicansinthe Markets
what is the point of a separate UUP, nowarea on the latter grounds.
that under Trimble’s leadership it has lost

vote and percentage share in South Down

b Table Il: South Down

[

1998a 2001w 2003a 2005w

O
(%))
T

in 2001, voting for him this time. The

UUP got about four thousand fewer votes
than in 2001 and the DUP got about a
thousand more. So, it is reasonable to

the confidence ofthe bulk of the Protestant ~ Although | haven't got the figures to SUPPOSE that at least some of the missing
community? prove it, | understand that the Sinn Feinthree thousand UUP votes switched to
vote in the equivalent Local Government Nim in order to keep Sinn Fein out.
Ifthere were an outstanding individual wards on 5th May 2005 was approximately However, he would have won comfortably
ready and willing to assume the leadershipthe same as in the 2003 Assembly electWithout them.
of the UUP, there might be a case for itsions. This suggests that some people who :
existence. But there isn't. Reg Empey isvoted Sinn Feinin the local election voted _. (The.fa_ct that the combme;d .SDLP/
about the best there is, but he shows ndor SDLP in the Westminster Election on Sinn Fﬁ'n. increased from .66'0/0 N 2901
enthusiasm for what is sure to be a thank-the same day, because of the possibility of© 70-5%in 2005 lends weight to the view
less task. The most likely development isMcDonnell winning with the Unionist that some UUP voters switched to the
that the party slowly expires as membersvote split. This, rather than any fallout SDLP).
and public representatives move over tofrom the McCartney affair, may explain ) )
the DUP. the drop in Alex Maskey’s vote. Table Il shows that Sinn Fein has
. advanced steadily in South Down since
On the nationalist/republican side, the (It has been suggested that former1998 against the SDLP. It took a second
story of the Westminster Election is that Alliance voters contributed to McDon- Assembly seatatthe expense of the SDLP
Sinn Fein didn’t manage to wipe out the nell’'s election by switching to him. This in November 2003. However, there is
SDLP, which went into the election with isnotborne outby the figures: the Alliance little sign of advance since then. While
3 seats and came out with 3 seats. The/ote held steady at around two thousandhe Sinn Fein share since then has remained
balance of seats went from 4/3 to Sinnin this Westminster election and the last.)fairly steady (and its vote rose slightly),
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the SDLP share in the recent Westminster

The Foyle results show some of the SDLP’s share in Foyle and South Down

electionwas 44.7% compared only 35.1%features of the South Down results. Themust not have been repeated across
Sinn Fein vote in 2005, and its share of theNorthern Ireland, otherwise there would
vote, was significantly up on 2001, be a more marked rise in the SDLP’s
whereas the SDLP vote, and its share, fell.overall share. Certainly, it didn’t happen

in November 2003.

On the face of it, this represents a
significant SDLP revival. However, as

However, Mark Durkan won comfortably in South Belfast, which was the only other

we have seen, some of the extra SDLP

share is probably due to UUP voters with a majority of 5,957. . .
switching, perhaps as much as 5%. Also, My guess is that it was a consequence of
various minor parties—Greens, Women’s Again, in part, his majority seems to the hard-fought contestsin Foyle and South

Coalition, Workers’ Party—which stood have been due to Protestants, who voteddown, which persuaded former SDLP
in 2003 and accounted for around 3.4% ofUnionist in the past, voting for him this voters to come out.
the vote then, didn't stand in 2005, and time. There is solid evidence for this from
their votes would mostly have gone to the difference in the Unionist vote inthe  Sinn Fein’s share has fallen a few per
Eddie McGrady—which illustrates how two elections on 5 May: the UUP vote was cent from the 26.3% it gotin the European
vote share is affected by who stands agains®09 higher in the local election than in the Election last year, and the SDLP’s share
you. Another factor is that an extra 2,000 Westminster election, and the DUP vote has risen a per cent or two. But the
people voted in 2005 compared with 2003was 792 higher. In other words, about European Election cannot be regarded as
and itlooks as if most of them voted SDLP 1,700 people who voted Unionist in the typical, since Sinn Fein had a well-known
(since itis the only party whose vote roselocal elections (which is nearly 20% of candidate in Bairbre de Brun and the
significantly), so it appears that the SDLP them) didn’t vote Unionistinthe Westmin- SDLP’s candidate, Martin Morgan, was
has increased its share in part by gettingster election. Itis unlikely that, on the one almost unknown.
more people out to vote. visit to the polling station, they voted in

. . one election and abstained in the other[S0
Sooa e S o doubtihat, compared Wi . ikeliood is that they voted for Mark - Letters To Editor Responding To
the vbte in South Down—and widened Purkan. Note that nearly half of the Conclusion Of Series Obas Kapital
the gap between it and Sinn Fein—by voted DUP in the local election. A secoqd _
much more than the UUP votes ‘loaned’ Piece of evidence is that, as in Sodth Price And Value
to it by former UUP voters, votes which Down, the combined SDLP/SinnFeinvgge | have followed with interest John
wouldn’t go to the SDLP in Assembly or increased, inthis case from 75.8% in 2qo1 Martin’s serialised review of Marx’s Das
local elections. It would be interesting to 10 79.5%in 2005. However, Mark Durkgn Capital, Volumes, 1,2 and 3. The book will
examine the results of the local elections,would have won without these votes. form a useful summary.
which took place at the same time—one I had hoped that Mr. Martin would move
would expect the SDLP vote to be lower  SinnFein has advanced steadily agais or;]poh\(olume 4 Theonles qf Slulr:plus Valu?,
by the “loaned” UUP votes, and the Sinn the SDLP in Foyle since 1998 in terms pof IChiIS rathet more po'emical. For example

. b ; v th Ol Marx pokes fun at “the conception of the
Fein vote to be approximately the same. votes and share of the vote, and |in productivity of all professions” with

constituency | have looked atin any detail.

David Morrison

(A comparison with the local election
results isn’t simple because South Down
includes parts of three councils).

FovLe
The SDLP also held onto Foyle, where

on the retirement of John Hume the new

party leader, Mark Durkan, beat Mitchell
McLaughlin of Sinn Fein comfortably.

vote and percentage share in Foyle in thecompared with the 2003 Assemb

last two Assembly and Westminster

November 2003 Sinn Fein were a me
1,532 votes (3.7%) behind the SDLP.
However, the gap widened to 5,9%7
(13.1%) in the Westminster Election, agfd
to 3,722 (8.3%) in the local election, tlje
difference being primarily due to Unionisfs
‘lending’ their vote to the SDLP in th
Westminster election.

U

I'€ particular reference to criminals.

However, even at the end of Volume 3,
Chapter 1, Marx points that, if goods are
sold below value, the purchaser is in receipt
of surplus value.

For many years Third World agricul-
tural products such as tea, cotton, sugar and
groundnuts, etc, have been sold for afraction
of their value. The Western consumers of

The SDLP has increased its sharel ofthese commodities have benefited from
Table Ill gives the SDLP and Sinn Fein the vote in the local elections in Foyje €"0rMous amounts of surplus value.

election—and widened the gap betwee

The latter was easy to obtain since theyoted in 2005 compared with 2003 and it

Foyle constituency and Derry City council
are coterminous. (Inthe Table ‘I’ stands
for Local Government Election.)

Table lll: Foyle
1998a 2001w 2003a 2005w 2005

SDLP 23,342
47.8

24,538 14,746 21,119 18,467
50.2 36.1 463 411
SF 12,696

26.0

12,988 13,214 15,162 14,7
26.6 324 33.2

14

Lead 10,646 11,550 1,532 5,957 3,723

32.8

looks as if the SDLP got a large proporti
of them—in the local elections the SDL
put on 3,721 votes compared with 20(
while Sinn Fein put on only 1,530.

n
P

SDLP vs SNN FEIN—OVERALL

In Northern Ireland as a whole, thefe
wasn’t much change in the SDLP’s sh3
of the total vote in either of the 2005
Elections, compared with 2003—it wds
17.7 and 17.4, compared with 170
Likewise for Sinn Fein—24.3 and 23.2 |n
2005, compared with 23.5 in 2003.

The considerable increase in the

it
E|eCti0nS, and the 2005 local election. and Sinn Fein. About 4,000 extra peo le

31
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The imperialist system ensures that very
e wealth remains in Third World
countries, whether by way of pay or of
surplus value. Western consumers all benefit
from Imperialism.

Nobody worried about this from of
imperialist exploitation while only
agricultural products were involved.

Now, however, Third World workers
are producing goods and services that were
previously the monopoly of the imperialist
countries. Globalisation dictates that capital
migrates to the cheap labour countries in
order to keep up its rate of return. Western
consumers will also benefit. Western
workers will lose their jobs. 46% of Chinese

- workers are recent migrants from the

countryside.
Thereis only one solution. Equal reward
for work of equal value on a world scale.
Ivor Kenna (London)
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Capital And The Transport Market
...John Martin states regarding

country’s transport system and investmgnt

from private capitalists: “If left to the marke
therewould benvestment thatould bdess
than the social optimum” (p23) (m

sl

Ireland’s Intelligentsia
BITE (even more) Air

emphasis—RB).
| have spent quite a few years of my li

studying a numerate “natural” scienc:

physics. In “classical” physics, if all th
initial conditions are known for a syste
then its subsequent behaviour can
completely predicted. In “modern” physi
(i.e. that which includes quantu
mechanics), the state and subsequ

behaviour of a system can only be descrilje

using probability.

In my science studies | never come acr s&

an axiom or deduction concerning hum
moral or social behaviour, including that
economic behaviour. Marxists and fr
marketers should both be cautious of mak|
assertions as regards economic truths
certainties.

| once asked London-based Worke
Party of Ireland member Jack Callan how
could be both a Marxist and also havg
physical science background, pointing g
that Marxists talk about inevitabilities an

that physicists talk about probabilities. Hjs

response was that mainstream Marxi
provided—for him—a reasonabl
approximation as to truth.

Many years ago | saw a cartoon titl¢
“An Oxford don pounces to destroy th
premise of an undergraduate’s essay wit
single fact”. Like the don, we must alg

Part 3 of a review of events around the Abbey’s guest
appearance at the Barbican

The third (and last) discussion in the author ofButcher's Boy seemed to be
series spun-off from the BITE presentation attempting to say something of substance,
€f the Abbey production of O’'Casey’s buthismomentdid notarise. Four speakers
The Plough and the Stammade one inan houris absurd, but Nevin genuinely
wonder, momentarily, if the fight for attemptedtogetthemtoaddress substantial
Nbolitical freedom was worthwhile. It matters. He failed.
occurred on Thursday 27th January in the
ctual Barbican Theatre (not The Pit—  Nobody objected to his assertion that
nWwhich was so far underground that it was two forces had “oppressed” ‘Ireland’ over
f unnecessary to switch off mobile phones).the centuries, Britain and the Roman
- Presumably the Barbican authorities wereCatholic Church. That Britain persecuted
gexpecting a lot of people. The public the Roman Catholic Church was not men-
ndtayed away in droves. tioned. ‘British’ meant ‘Protestant’ from
at least the time of Oliver Cromwell, and
The public was quite rightto stay away. possibly Thomas Cromwell (Henry VIII's
'®The discussion was billed in three of the main minister) until comparatively
u‘i‘pieces of promotional printed matter as recently. (Atleastovertly, the intellectual
The Cultural Life of Contemporary classes in England, in particular, can still
Ireland, but Alistair Nevin, the Chair said get very anti-Catholic in a muffled sort of
mit wasWould there still be rioting in the way. This includes merely ‘suspected
L Streets?A rather odd title as there was no Papists'—George Galloway has been
rioting in the streets in 1926, when the described as a “friend of the foetus”—
d play was first performed. Nevin is the because heisanti-abortion. And Catholics
e Principle of Cumberland Lodge—which can still get their throats cut, simply for
[ avas set-up in 1948 and is dedicated toBeing, in Glasgow.) We were back in the

S

[oN

pounce—in this case on the erroneous cl
of economic certainty (*would be” use
twice in the same sentence).

I would encourage people to reéidevil

Take the Hindmost: A History of Financidl

Speculation’by Edward Chancellor, ISBN
0374138583. The book covers many of
financial bubbles occurring in the peri
200 BC—1980 AD. Many of the bubbl
described included over-investment, wish
thinking, fraud, and journalists bribed

write articles to help boost company stoc

One of the startling things from readi
the book s the similarity between the Inter
“dot com” bubble in the US and the o
private railway bubble in the UK: inthe U
many private railways in the early days
rail were constructed with regard only
hyping and selling the stock and not wi
regard to profitability. In both cases t
bubbles burst, leaving many late invest
with heavy loses.

The true triumph of Benjamin Disrael
the Earl of Beaconsfield, was not becomi
justanother Anglican British Prime Ministe,
but rather paying off at least some of

financial debts from the earlier part of hs
life. In younger days Dizzy had been]a
financial “journalist” paid to hype Sout‘

American mines. He fell for his ow
propaganda and invested more than his
savings in uneconomic mines.

O bringing the former Empire, now strange world of sentences without
'MCommonwealth, into closer proximity subjects. Nevin mentioned, in regard to
(possibly as a result of Ireland leaving the ‘|reland’, a “divided nation”, “ethnic
Commonwealth because itwas a Republicdifferences and ancient differences in
and of India entering the Commonwealth culture” and interestingly, “two different
as a Republic, within weeks of Ireland peoples”. We were talking about Northern
eleaving). It would be interesting to know |reland’s ‘Troubles’, but nobody spoke to
why he was chosen to chair this sessionthat subject. This went on for at least
The word ‘discussion’is irrelevant because twenty minutes, a solid chunk of the time
I Ireland’s intellectual class is incapable of available, and it was a most strange sensa-
thought and thereby, exchange of same. tion listening to it. For a Northerner itwas
just a bit like attending one’s own wake.
The invitees were, Bernard O’'Dono-
tghue, “poet and lecturer in Medieval Nobody took on Nevin's insertion of
English atWadham College, Oxfor@nd  the ‘two nations’ argument into the
Close Personal Friend of Roy Foster), anddiscussion, for what the ‘discussion’ was
o Alan Dukes, former leader of Fine Gael. worth. It struck me that, even if the ‘two
h Dukes’s main contribution tothe evening’s nations theory’ happened to be wrong, it
e entertainment was to aver that he wasat least explainthings. It explains why
rstired of the consensus politics of the ordinary, decent—often strikingly
Republic. As he ceased to be Fine Gaeintelligent—people are prepared to go out
. leader as a consequence of the ‘Tallaghtand do death to their neighbours and
gStrategy’ (which meant support for the destruction to their own cities and towns.
» Fianna Fail Government of Charles Otherwise the past thirty-odd years are
'S Haughey), the ‘foundational myth’ of the simply inexplicable. One got the distinct
current consensus, he was being simplyimpression that all of the people on this
silly. He also made a trivial remark about panel found them simply inexplicable.
the English being fine people in flying
ifdrish people to Londotat great expense” The discussion of the “very strong”
for an hour’s worth of talk. Tom McCabe “repressive” Roman Catholic Church and

S.

9
e

Robert Burrage, USA
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and Ann Enright were speakers. McCabe,Ireland’s enthusiasm for the European



Union was pretty grim. Enright, a short Itwas notentirely the fault of the panel Nor was the fact that England is still very
story writer, said that the chapel in her that they were unable to get to grips with heavily censorious. The BBC is easily
former Convent School is now its art the matters Nevin raised. Even a simplejntimidated and quite often refuses to
studio. She seemed to think this was adiscussion of such a generalthem&l#s  proadcast pop songs the words of which it
very good thing, though if one subtracts Cultural Life of Contemporary Ireland djsapproves.

‘religion’ from the art of the world there is  really needs a full day or weekend—or  The whole thing was dispiriting,
really rather little left. She also said that week... or month.... As woultVould  McCabe mentioned television, and the
the nuns had told them, in the early 1970s there still be riots in the streets?he  fact that he now lives in Sligo, he only
not to learn Spanish as it was of no utility somewhat shifty discussion of this theme mentioned programmes broadcast by the
in ‘Europe’, but to learn German instead. rather emphasised the fact that there hagBC. RTE may not be up to much these
| can only assume that she is sufferingbeen more aggression about such mattergays, but surely it rates amention? And he
from galloping false memory (the curse of in Britain, specifically England, thanthere muyst have to go to some pains to receive
the intellectual classes in Ireland). The has been in Ireland. The Sikh play in BBC television in Sligo.

nuns presumably taught Spanish becaus®irmingham and the organised objections  One can only hope that he meets some
itis a world language, the official tongue by Christians to the BBC’s showing of of the people | encountered at the Yeats
of about twenty States and partly becauseGerry Springer—The Operveere freshin  |nternational Summer School in 2002.
itisthe language of most of Latin America, mind. The fact that there was a public They would probably have sent the
an Irish ‘mission field’. Presumably they censor (withthe comic-operatitle the Lord Barbican / Cumberland Lodge's free air
introduced, in Enright’s particular school, Chamberlain of Her Majesty’s House- tickets back to them.
German alongside Spanish and the othehold), until 1969) was not mentioned.

Latin-based languages.

Sean McGouran

The only section of this chat where tije
panel became animated (sort of) was]in
discussing 1798. It was not even to d¢n-

Reviews (Part Three)

ounce the Rising (or, more precisely),

series of risings. No, they got stuck info (Part Two was in the March 2005 issue)

the French. “Always late!” “[i]t was

always the fault of the weather!”, thefe  «The chiefs of the victor Powers later by manipulating French revanchist

was more stuff along such lines. It megnt debated and disputed the future in Parisirredentism. And | have been waiting for
that they did not have to discuss the isjuefin 1919]... France, by right alike of her somebody to pounce on my error—that
did not want to own up to being empjy place... Five timesin a hundred years, inell” Jeremv Addis. publisher @&ooks
vessels. Or to put themselves in the way1814, 1815, 1870, 1914 and 1918, had th‘ffl'relahd has )p/)ounceap

of the tongue-lashing Dudley Edwards towers of Notre-Dame seen the flash o ' '

i i Prussian guns and heard the thunder of .
got the previous week. (To give the lat tr their cannonade” That's Winston | put out two issues @ Belfast Maga-

Zﬁrrn(lu%rzgeaggléeh;r nasty medicine w hChurchiII in the opening chapter of his Zineon the subject of Casement last year.
' history of the 2nd World War, which | One, The Casement Diary Dogmatists

was directed at the writings of Professor

| wondered if these people thouaht lo €@d soon after its publication in a cheap
peop g edition in the mid-1950s. And it was W-J-McCormack and Jeff Dudgeon, who

ingratiate themselves with the Londdn held that W.J. Maloney, author dhe

Establishment by taking the same sort

of Partly through monitoring Churchill’s e :
tohistories that | got to know something Forged Casement Diari¢936) wasin

stupid attitude to the French as they dd
the Germans. The latter have taken enti
benevolent attitude to Ireland, the Iri

and Irish culture, or cultures. From Kurjo
Meyer atthe turn of the last century makifig
early Irish language and literature knowyn

on mainland Europe to Axel Klein tod

doing the same for Irish ‘classical’ musif.

Itwas in the course of listening to su¢h

drivel that | experienced a sudden war
of feeling for Ruth Dudley Edwards. S

can hardly be accused of engaging]in
thought, but at least she has a point]of
view, and is prepared to express it in the

most emphatic terms. This lot did n
seem to be able to actually think or feel
| hope it was not due to the fact that th
were in the presence of England’s mon
power andintellectin the City of London-
the Barbican did not intimidate the Iris
labourers who built it.

X
<

about the course of events in Europe in th&€nial” when he refused to accept the
firsthalf ofthe 20th century. He is readable,authenticity of the Diaries. The situation
" and he is honest, and as a frank warmongédf'€n was that documents wh|ck3 were said
he has an old-fashioned sense of honouft® b€ extracts from Casement's Diaries,
but as an English statesman he must somé&¥hich showed him to be a pervert, were
times bend things in the service of theShown to anumber of influential people in
higher truth which passes understanding® Summer of 1916 for the purpose of

—_summed up by Kipling dshe argot of deterring them from supporting a
the Upper Fourth Remove"There is no campaign for the commutation of the death
X historian more worth reading—provided sentence on Casement. Whenthose docu-

. that you doubt everything he says. ments had served th_eir purpose they were
withdrawn. Not a single copy of them

The reader who was not otherwiseSurvived. Some people who had been
informed would gather from the passage 1S"oWn them, and who on the strength of
. have quoted that the Germans were dhem had taken part in the anti-Casement
) . .
| turbulent people given to attacking France,c3MPalgn or hgd keptsilent, asked thatthe
and that one of the times they attacked iDiary from which the extracts were taken

"7 was 1870. | have therefore taken to menShould be made publicly available. They
_y’tioning the fact that France attackeddidsooutofconcern fortheirownreputa-

tion as honest men. But the Government

L, Germany in 1870, losing Alsace-Lorraine :
as a consequence, and that Britain brought/ould noteven admitthatsuch adocument

about its Great War on Germany 44 years.existed. In the absence of any document
17



purporting to be Casement’s Diary, the historical antecedents of the Czech statean economic position that was incom-
assumption that forged documents hadwith its creation by Britain in 1918-19, patible with the social dynamic of those
beenusedin 1916 was entirely reasonableand with its conduct during and after the new states. General Anti-Semitism was
And the assertion that those who did notMunich Agreement of 1938. And ittakes an immediate product of that new
admit the authenticity of adocumentwhich it that the destruction of the Hapsburg arrangement of things—ifindeed the term
could not be seen,and whose existencestate (known as the Austro-Hungarian ‘Anti-Semitism’ is the appropriate name
was not admitted by the state which hadEmpire) in 1918 was one of the major actsfor it. Itis a term which connotes a unique
circulated purported extracts from it in of political vandalism knownto history. It hatred of Jews which is entirely irrational
1916, were'in denial”, was therefore was in particular the immediate source of and groundless. The conflict between the
absurd. To be ‘in denial’ was to deny in the Anti-Semitism whichwas the common nationalist movements of the new
the face of clear evidence. But the only culture of Central Europe between the Versailles states and the Jews who had
evidence was that documents which hadwars. been the middle class of the Empire can
been circulated privately by the . hardly be described in those words.
Governmentin 1916 tofacilitateahanging | "€ Jews were the middle class of the
were subsequently not admitted to exist. fapsburg state. They performed the  he ynstable Versailles system was
function of a middle class, in conjunction a1y torn down in 1938. And its creator
And the fact that such care was taken"ith the state, throughout all its national 55 its destroyer. Britain withdrew its
by the state to withdraw the 1916 regions, and with very little conflict with gt from Czechoslovakiain the Czech
documents that not one of them survivedt® €merging nationalities. ~ And the .njict with Germany. The Czechoslovak
was also a strong suggestion of forgery, ad 1aPSburg apparatus of state was beinGyiate had a military power of resistance,
well asindicating the existence of a highly Medified so as to accommodate they, i it jacked the will to resist after its
competent element of totalitarianism in €Merging nationalities. creator urged itto submit. Nazi hegemony

the functioning of the state. - was established in Central Europe, in
_ _ The British propaganda decreed that .q|1ahoration with Britain, in a medium of
Thatis the gist of the case that | arguedthe Hapsburg state was an oppressor ofponic nationalist antagonism arising out

in The Casement Diary Dogmatists nationalities. But it was not destroyed by ¢iha destruction of the Hapsburg Empire.
McCormack and Dudgeon branded thosethe nationalist insurgency of its peoples. ppq then, having brought about a vast
who did not believe, on the basis of no Vienna had no Easter Insurrection t0 ,crease in Nazi power in 1938, Britain
evidence, inthe authenticity of adocumentsuppress, still less a 1918 Election. It wasyacided to make war on Germany in 1939.
that had never been seen, as being ‘intakenapartby Britain following its military

denial’. Maloney should have taken it as defeat in 1918, and an array of ‘nation-  1hat situation is described in detail in
amatter of dogmatic certainty that a Diary states’ was created out of it, even thoughihe two Casement issues Af Belfast
existed, and that it was authentic—evengreat numbers of the various nationalities Magazine They were reviewed Books
though the source of dogmatic truth in this had been fighting inits defence throughout | .ojand | would have thought that a
instance (Whitehall) had not actually the war. review of such material could not be

uttered the dogma. written without taking up two things: the

The new ‘nation-states’ were not the o P
The associated®elfast Magazine o . characterlsatlon of Maloney as being in
g product of victorious national struggles. denial because he doubted the authenticity

calledTraitor Patriots, took as its starting They were the creation of an outside f 2 Di h X bei
point Maloney's Preface the Forged  military power. Their nationalist develop- 8 a d|grywvxr/].oielﬁX|st§nr(]:e é/v_a_sh e|lng
Casement Diaryin which he compares ment did not precede their construction, ; enf fy ttehal %n dt € Britis ro?
Casementand Masaryk as patriotic traitorspyt followed it—or failed to follow it. 'g t E c;rmali!on e}rnh 8 eitrulcnlon do
to their respective states, and contrasts thehe various peoples were geographically zec c:js olva .'?]' ith 0? ﬁ re ?].n
British treatment of the two. intermixed and could not be neatly divided ;_er:/ilsevv\\: a Ser?ottvgg rprr]iilitn ; irnothte ﬁ;ﬁtt Olfnt?lse'
from each other. Some were IC’umShe‘jfact that that review was written by the

Casement was hanged and the(Germans and Hungarians) and others
nationality on which his patriotism was favoured (particularly the Czechs) in the central subject of one of the pamphlets,

based was made war upon when it voted """ . Professor McCormack. The Owner/Editor
for independence in the 1918 Election. pa“'“O’_‘ of the Haps_bu_rg state in acc_:or_d—of Books Irelandgave the material to

But Britain created a state for Masaryk on ance with the Imperial interests of Bntain McCormack to deal with, and McCormack
the basis of the non-existent Czechoslovakand Frange. And_ the Jews_, as the peOpI%vas neither capable of reviewing it nor
nationality and subjected large numbersWhose existence In that region was boundreplying toit. It was unreasonable to ask
him to do either, and | will take the review

of Hungarians and Germans, along with up with the ex_istence Of. the Hapsburg
Slovaks, to what was in reality a Czech state, suffered in every single one of theto be the work of his irresponsible Editor.

state, even though it was called new states. The rulers of the new states,

. the nationalist elites, were undeveloped . .
Czechoslovakia. There were also large . : P The procedure applied was to ignore
middle classes whose economic position

numbers of Jews in the nationalistic Czech as held by Jews. And the Jews. bein the substance of the material, while going
state of Czechoslovakia, in which the\rl]v. hivevol ){ada\gth.e o Ieofth\tlavE’m .'regoveritwith a fine-tooth comb in search of
Czechswere an aggressive ruling minority. Ighly evolv peop PI'€ hits. Two nits were found:

The post-1918 structure of Europe 20U B0 ERe Bl o - -
hinged on this Czechoslovak state, and The Redemptorist Order (founded

the fate of Europe was determined by itsthey found themseI_V(_as. In the course of a 1732) can be implicated in a publication
inherent instability when it came under a yeartheyv_vere precipitated from the urbane “V\_/rltten about 1600”. The French,_ you
degree of pressure in 1938. cosmqpo||tan Ei_tmosphere (_)fthe_Hapsburg will be glad to Iearn{ start_ed the _t|ff of

state into the intense nationalist atmos- 1870, doubtless by invading their own
Traitor Patriotsdeals largely with the ~ phere of the new states, inwhichthey held ~ country Escher-style.
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The first has to do with this paragraph much the same thing today as when the They would find traces of their fathers

in Diary Dogmatists distinction between them was frankly in Germany because France had been in
“mendaciousness can take manymade by physical combat. the habit of invading Germany—and
forms. Many years ago | read a Treatise Britain had been in the habit of fighting in

onlyingintruthfulformsthatwaswritten ~ And as to casuistry, and the fine Germany to prevent France from gaining
about 1600 by some Jesuit or gistinctions to which it gives rise, | don't a secure eastern border.
Redemptorist for the guidance of priests g how democratic states could exist o _
attempting to function in England under without them. Tony Blair is the arch- In 1914 Britain went to war in support

the terror of the Penal Laws. It was - : ; :of France's irredentist claim on Alsace
discovered and translated by some hones?aSUISt of our time, and he has guided his?

Protestant, with appropriate expressionsState and manipulated his people out of OrTaine, fV\'IhICh : r:‘ad ey 032387%-
of horror about the Romanist mind. On the illusions of the immediate post-Cold dUence of its war of aggression in -
the strength of it entertained for awhile War years into the era of a new imperial- Two h_undred years earlier it haq been at
the possibility that the English, like the ism. The casuistical distinctions which he War with France and one of its objects had
Romans, had built their Empire by brute makes are so extravagant that it hardlyP€en to prevent France from acquiring
force and raw honesty, without duplicity seems possible that any ordinary notion ofAlSace. The merits of the particular case
or casuistry. One mustallow something truth can survive in his head. Bertie Nad nothing to do with it. It was all a

to be possible in order to discover ahern appears by contrast to be an honesfn@tter of ‘balance of power’. And what

whether i.t is gctual. What | had djs- simpleton, who blurts things out as they that meant for two hundred years was that
covered in this case is that practical ., o t him. Butwhowould argue that he France must be prevented from gaining a

casuistry, as a form of truth, was far . . ecure eastern frontier.
more highly developed in Protestant gsztlz ?rdr?:stg the affairs of his state as welP

England than in Catholic Ireland, or in
Catholic Europe as far as | could tell.
After | had made that discovery it was

Only a handful of farsighted Liberal
My second mistake, as discovered bylmpenahsts saw in 1870 that Germany,

sheer pleasure to read CardinalJeremy Addis, is that | mistook the German lr)nyangeitasgrrfg éfr‘z]IZ:\Z?;Zig%sssggﬂh;d
Newman’s demolition of the pose of attack on France in 1870 for a French remained the or med n v for
bluff honesty behind which that attackonGermany. Iwrotéfhe German presumed enemy 1o
“muscular Christiar, the Rev. Charles  State, founded in 1871, had by 1914 foughtPUrPoses of strategic planning until around
Kingsley, had launched his attack.”  no wars at all. The war in which it was 1905. The planning for war on Germany
founded, the Franco-Prussian War, was ain alliance with France was then carried
In this connection | cited Margaret French war of aggression.” Addis,  oninsecretuntil 4th August1914. During
Thatcher’s statement that she Humdb apparently knowing only the outcomeof the Autumn of 1914 a wholesale revision
official knowledge”of the secret arms the war, makes the smart Alec remark thatof European history was carried out by the
sales to Iran, in breach of a UN resolution,the French must have started it by invadingUniversities of Oxford and Cambridge to
forthe purpose of raising money for Presid-themselves. show that France had alwasesally been

ent Reagan to finance terrorist operations | ..\ o op e England’s Continental ally and Germany
in South America behind the back of g urchiits fiv its enemy. And then Major Street (who

Congress. And | remarked that— on which German guns were heard in\as to become the chief Dublin Castle
“Practical casuistry in British politics ?aélz}:\;\gtgftgeelrr:ln[:;fztl0?;2?;2eseWere propagandist during the Irish War of
often takes the form of a division of 'V ggression. Independence) deplored the fact that
labour between people who devise the Britain had not waged a pre-emptive war

i dth e who tell th i Even in the depths of rural Ireland in inst its fut See Athol
ies and the people who tell them. Itis y o o inass ofthe 1950s, | was ablddainst its future enemy. (See 0
arranged that the people who tell the lies

: . Books’ reprint of hisAdministration Of
- to work out that the Prussians occupied
I?Z;/.? no official knowledge that they are Paris in 1814 as allies of Britain. They Ireland)
occupied it again in 1815, following The notion that Germany was the
Two matters which are altogether Napoleon's return from exile, having saved pistorical aggressor on the Continent was
outside my experience are education andhe British at Waterloo. Thenin 1914 and part of the propaganda cocoon spun by the
religion. My memory does not hold 1918 German guns could be heard injntelligentsia of the British war effort in
information about them for very long. Paris, at the start of the Great War and atg14. That propaganda remains pretty
And hereis a case of religion and educatiorthe time of the Ludendorff offensive of \yelintact. Nevertheless, itis not entirely
combined! But a trace of information March 1918. unreasonable to expect a Professor and a
must have stuck at the back of my mind publisher of book reviews to know between
telling me that *Jesuit or Redemptorist’  Butwhat happened in 1870? Thatwasthem the crude facts of the Franco-Prussian
would not do as another way of sayingnot so easy to find out. But there is noyygy.
‘Counter-Reformationist’ for 1600 reasonable doubtaboutit. France declared
because | notice that in the secondwar on Germany and invaded it. In 1870 Spain, after one of its periodic
paragraph following | refer tta truth of ) . . ) political convulsions, decided to have a
the kind which the Jesuit casuist devised And, in launching the invasion, the neyw king, and it picked on a young prince
for the hunted priests four centuries ago”. French Emperor, Napoleon's nephew, told o the Hohenzollerns. The Prussian Kaiser

his armies: did not approve, butdid notinterfere. The
Addis says that for me it is daxiom “Whatever road they took beyond prench said they would not recognise a
that Britain is always wrong” | don’t their frontiers, they would find glorious Spanish state with a German at its head—

know in what sense he uses the word :Lacesolfthelrfattzers.f;Lheyw_lc_)#ldfp[ovef which was tantamount to a conditional
‘wrong’. Itis not a word that I have used eMSEves Worthy o1 hem. 'he 1at€ Ot 4o claration of war. Young Hohenzollern

. . liberty and civilisation depended on their )
much, because it appears to me that in succgss." P declined the offer. So, no problem? And

political practice right and wrong mean yet the French refused to let go of the
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matter as an occasion of war. They sent aruring the Winter of 1870/71. A settlem
emissary to the Kaiser, who was on holi- was eventually made with the Thi
day, to demand a guarantee that, if aRepublicin1871. The French declarati

member of his family was ever again of war, intended to abort the unification pf
asked to become king of Spain he would Germany, had the effect of acceleratingit
refuse. The Kaiser, grumpy at having his And then the Third Republic put down the

holiday disturbed, received the emissaryParis Commune with very great slaugh
very coldly and refused to give a guarantee

about a hypothetical situation. French
honour felt slighted, and the Emperor
declared war with the approval of the
populace and of his government. Then,
from a presumed position of military :
predominance, he began aleisurely procesg 970S: The Paris Commune was on
of mobilisation on the frontier. The frontier the great historical events in the Marx
was crossed in early August 1870. TheScheme, butlcould only seeitasakin
town of Saarbrucken was taken, but wasdiSPlacement activity within the Fren
held only briefly. And that was the extent denlal of reality following the miscarriag
of the French incursion into Germany in ©f its war on Germany.

1870. | also recall that either Marx or Eng

France was the established military condemned the German crossing of

power. The fifty German states were in French frontier during the war as an ac
the process of cohering into a German _
State. The purpose of the French©f the war. But | couldn’t see it. Th
declaration of war on Prussia was to abort™"€Nch State placed itself in jeopardy
the process of German unification. The
Prussian Army had fought two small wars
in the 1860s as part of the unification 871.

movement, one with Denmark and the  The French declaration of war was o
other with Austria, but it was rated as of the clearest acts of aggression to

Forty years ago | made some atte
to see the world in Marxist terms, but t
Kantian background of my mind ma
that impossible when Marxism w
systematised philosophically in the ea

continuum from August 1870 to Marg

aggression which changed the charagter

declaring war, and the war was]a

—

The IRA And
Bank Robberies

.. Editorial Note: The following letter failed
to appear in thelrish Times

n

Frank Bouchier-Hayes raises an
‘interesting point in drawing attention to
ptthe Millstreet bank robbery of 1919 (letters
e 16/5/05) and that it is “instructive to learn
e that a precedent was set by the IRA as far
s back as 1919 for the detection and

ly prosecution of bank robbers”.
of That robbery was a precedent in more
t ways than one. The RIC alleged it was
ofcarried out by the IRA and did nothing to
h solve it hoping that its non-solving would
discredit the IRA. When the Northern
bank robbery is solved it may well be that
g Mmore precedents and similarities will
he€merge. For example, the Millstreet
offobbery was carried out with inside help.
However, it is a pity Frank does not
|, elaborate on what exactly it would mean
; to follow the precedent today. Surely it
means that either the PSNI should hand
L, over the investigation of the current case
to the IRA or they should copy the very
successful methods of the IRA of 1919.
'® Which option would Frank prefer?
be Jack Lane

amateurish by comparison with French found in modern European history. I h
professionalism.

€ Editorial Note:

It had, however, the read some ofthe post-1914 British attempts There have been two robberies since the

virtue of originality in its approach. It to obscure that fact, but it can really orfly Northern Bank Robbery, using exactly the
stoppedthe French advance at Saarbruckehe obscured by the implantation of gn same method of kidnapping employees: one

and then inserted itself between theentirely false record—which wa
laboriously moving segments of the French successfully done in the case Bdoks
Army and disorganised them. The war Ireland.

proper Ias_ted only a few wgeks. _The An Irish company was raised in 181
Emperor himself was taken prisonerinthe fightwith the French, and along accol
encirclement at Sedan. A revolution was ¢ iheir adventures was published wh

declared at Paris, giving rise both to thethey came home. As far as | recall. th
Third Republic and the Paris Commune. ;

No French authority was willing to accept ot ojaim that they went to the assistar
the consequences of defeat in awar whichy¢ France because it was the injured pa
France itself had started. The new Repub-rhey went because it was France, 2
lican authorities proclaimed lavee en

masse The army had lost the war, but the
people were to continue it in the form of

dispersed guerilla war, or terrorism, or by exploitation of French irredentis
however you care to putit. Germany had ggarding the territory lostin the aggress

Ireland owed it a debt of honour.

Britain’s Great War was brought abo'tt

in Dublin and the latest in Belfast, involving
the Boots chain. Strange to say, neither of
these have been blamed on the Provisionals
by the police.. Nor has there been any
0 evidence yet forthcoming to implicate the
Ntprovisionals in the Northern Bank heist.
ENIndeed, the forensic examination of money
Py captured in police raids in Cork has so far

consisted largely of Fenians, and they glidprovided no link with the N. Bank robbery.

ce
ty
ng

Check the latest items

posted on

our website,

oy

won the war which had been declared on

it, but the Government which declared it to involve Ireland in the British Rement-

was gone and the new Government wouldy .4 nce Day celebrations, condemn w
not deal with the realities of the situation, they see as Irish nationalist irredentism
and French society after the fall of the o 'six Counties. They use the word i
dictatorship was somewhat in the position way that suggests that irredentism is

oflraqiso_ciety during he pasttwo years— questionably a bad thing, and they d
with the difference of course that France

unlike Iraq, was the aggressor. of the Great War by ignoring it. Givent

France had started the war and so itState of knowledge indicated by Beoks
was up to France to negotiate an end to ifrelandview of the Franco-Prussian Wa

inthe light of military circumstances. But thereis clearly aneed to take up the magte

France went into denial. Germany there-of Alsace-Lorraine.

of 1870. The revisionists, who are try’i-:lg

'with the French irredentism at the sou;re

ag| www.atholbobooks.org

There is now a page up f
discussions about the
Eu Constitution,
as well as other features

fore ended up in occupation of France Brendan Clifford
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3) Take out all the restrictions on

strengthening cooperation. That is

. . to say allow countries which wish to

Lau re nt Fab I u S I nte rVI eW go further and more quickly together
such as France and Germany to be

able to do so.
The following appeared ifHumanite  risk of “social disruption” with the  This revision of the Constitution will not

17/5/05. It is an interview with Laurent Constitutional Treaty. What do mean by e perfect. But at least the Constitution

Fabius the former Socialist Prime Minister this? will not be inflexible. It will be a step
(translated for thérish Political Review LF: | have always conceived of the igwardsthe Social Europe which we wish.
by John Martin). construction of Europe as a movement

Fabiusisthe Number Two inthe French which permits slowly and surely an
Socialist Party and was generally upwards social and economic harmonisa-
perceived to be on the right of the party. tion. We on the leftwho are pro-European
However, much to the surprise of many, and Internationalist wish to unite the
he has defied his party leader andpeoples under a social model. But with . dth p :
advocated a ‘No’ vote in the forthcoming this last enlargement Europe has change&’?renem'es andt efcauseso outsoureing
referendum on the European Constitution.its nature. The new countries are diverse® pl_r'c:)fdl;lcrtllon a\,/vat))/ rli)m France.l

At the time of writing the outcome of The old methods will no longer work. If have .I en?evrigtintrc? aer:jizgztéuvsi?hnge
the referendum is unclear. However, athe Constitution is adopted each countryIeaders of the Left. In the matter of the
recent opinion poll showed that the Frenchwill have the right to a veto in taxation . .
consider him to be the most effective matters. When the member states had ransferquroducntc:n.from I;rancequtsﬁe
campaigner on the ‘No’ side with 40%, comparable level of taxation this did not f u:opet, It I'S not o V'?Lfsft at s‘:atmg t et
followed by the French Communistleader, pose a problem. But today some of the actsisfopiayon people siears. .re',?Tese”
Marie George Buffet with 32%. new entrants have a corporate tax rate ot PPEr fNormand;l/ wh(ta)r‘eutsou_rcfmlg |s|.

less than 10% which may be heading forgg;r? Jzztraessy,s;g:c,)url:gi ?Sa![r; l;efrir']ty'
I NTERVIEW 0%. How can that not exercise downward for the truth and to tell it”. To recognise

Humanite You campaigned infavour pressure on French, German and Spanist&1e extent ofoutsourcind” is 10 tell the
of Maastricht and then approved the rates? This will lead to a fall in Public truth. Fighting against it is not easy, but it
Amsterdamand Nice TreatiesWhy are  resources throughout the Union, damaging. ' : .
you now opposed to the project for the employment and public services. The IS l;;eceEssary. 'R'egardmgutsourﬁmgh |
European Constitution? Constitutional project forbids social m; r:r;wzaﬁfaer;tg:i(?rr;ulrt%sinr;[;ﬁcct)?nn?o%

Laurent Fabius | approved the harmonisation upwards. And yet the . : ' -
Maastricht treaty because it contained adifferences between the old members andnftehreét' This as;urges an#p\r/]v_a rd rey|5|?n
major advance: the Euro. Despite itsthe new ones are considerable. Competi—ot € =uropean Bu get, whichis precisely
current shortcomings (it remains too tion will be extreme. Wages, social wha}[tJacqr:Jeshcmgac refugejto do(.j O?the
strong) it can be a means of stability andprotection, workers’ rights will be dragged COOE rary, he |a§ eman ﬁ a reauc !Ond
power in the world. The single currency downwards. Thatis why | speak'sbcial ) t eresser!tk_al ecisions that arerequire
should allow the European Union, and disruption”. include a minimum level of taxation, for
therefore France, to balance its monetary exam ple, corpora te taxes and an upward
strength with the United States. Itshould H: Nothing legally prevents a soc!all prlc]zgress:on B(etmplcl)’ymen_td L?]WS’
help us adjustto the development of China.renegotiation, but on what basis will it be? ?a(;??wv(\)lemaergsirce)é a'rJe ?irng dsea:: b etiz
But Maastricht was not the end of history.  LF: Declaration 30 annexed to the Constitution (Article iii-210) Thisyis
It was a first step towards a Europe of Constitutional Treaty anticipates that if in . Ny .
growth, of employment, a social Europe. November, 2006, some countries have <Y s(ejrlous._llltt) rrzjean_s tr;atf':;he Text Its
Thatwas the vision of Francois Mitterrand. rejected the Treaty, the Heads of Statewilllf?aﬁSe we wllibe deprive ? e(:jmegns 0
We are far from that now. meet and re-examine the situation. In"9 tagainst outsourcing of production.

The European Central Bank is a butt- simple language that means that they will
ress of the “sacrosanct” price stability and have a new discussion. And the new H: But how can we struggle against
independence from political power. It Constitution will not be in force until outsourcing of production to countries
does not allow us the means to fight agains2009. From this perspective itis important Outside Europe?
unemployment and poverty. There are 20that the French ‘No’ is a pro-European  LF: The development of the emerging
million unemployed and what does the and social ‘No’ because other countries countries is a source of satisfaction for all
Constitution offer us in the Europe of 25, will have different positions to ours and as those who like me have been preoccupied
27 and soon to be 30: policies of always renegotiation will be difficult. by underdevelopment. But it is in the
unrestricted competition to the detriment France on its own cannot impose its pointinterests of all that this is balanced and
of production, wages, research andofview. But neither should it give up on regulated. If we do not decide to discuss
innovation. This is one of the reasonsits demands. With a clear vote for changeSeriously, at a world level, the social,
which led me to say ‘No’. | am a partisan France will be in a strong position. €nvironmental, energy and financial
and artisan of Europe. But | draw the Renegotiation will have to be on three implications of development in China or

H: Martine Aubry (the Socialist Mayor
of Lille and daughter of Jacques Delors—
JM) has accused you of playing on people’s
fears by considering foreign countries as

lessons of my experience in government.essential points: India, that will be a source of planetary
Itis in this sense that my ‘No’ vote is for 1) Deletion in Part 3 of all specific imbalance. Fora country like ours it will
a more social Europe. policies which have no place in a be difficult to have strong industry.

Constitution. However, there cannot be growth without

H: You have said that there is astrong  2) Make the text more flexible. a solid industrial base. Today, Europe
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does not possess the means to react LF: If we wish to develop scientifi
effectively. The case ofthe textile industry research, a transport policy, publjc
is a good illustration. The Ministers have services, it is necessary to have the
made numerous statements of intent. Buffinancial means to do so. However, the
at the rate things are going the FrenchConstitution will not allow us a sufficien
Textile industry will have closed down by budget: unanimity is required an
the time measures are taken. |fear that théorrowing is forbidden. Atthe same ti
same scenario will repeat itself for the the Constitution sets in stone the Stabiljty
furniture industry and eventually even the Pact and risks preventing member Stafes
car industry. from implementing a policy of growth

For a long time many believed that So we are not able to do things at the
there would be an automatic adjustmentEuropean or the national level. In sucl a
and counted on a rapid increase in theEurope left-wing policies in favour o

population. One in every 37 Americans
has spent time in jail and if the current
trends continue, one in every 15
American children born in 2001 will go
tojailin their lifetime. Ofthose children
born in 2001, a white male has a one in
17 chance of going to prison, Hispanic
males have a one in six chance, and for
black men, it's one in three. A sixth of
all black men are current or former
prisoners compared with one in 38 white
men” (50 Facts That Should Change The
Worldby Jessica Williams, Icon publishers,
12 Euros).

wages of the emerging nations, on ouremployment and social progress will je

advances in technology and the costs ofvery difficult. The Right-wingers, like
transport preventing disruption. But this Nicolas Sarkozy, have started to come gut
reassuring analysis is out of date. Theof the woodwork and have recognis¢d
demographic weight of countries such aspublicly that this is the real reason for thqir
China and India exercise a massivesupport for this Constitution. For th
pressure on our wages and salaries. The} MP (the leading Government party
have accomplished massive technologicaM) and the MEDEF (the employers
advances and the revolution ininformation organisation—JM) a free market Eurofe
technology has reduced the costs ofwill happen with a ‘Yes’ vote. And they
transport. want to use this Europe to force regressjve
Therefore we must conceive another policies on France. The choice is cleafly
model of world regulation. And it is for between dfree market Europe”and a
Europe to propose it with generosity and “social Europe”. To prepare for the socig
solidarity. At the same time we must alternative we must vote ‘No’.
allow our own industries to develop |
training and technological development
to create employment. That is why e .
need a great ambition in Europe fpr [N Bnef
industry, research and technology. Jo
avoid these questions is to hide the mpsigowen
important problems which we will face i “WHERE would the Irish be without
the next 20 years. Let us not avoid doing  someone to be Irish at?” Elizabeth Bowen
this with this Constitution. (1899-1973)The House In Paris
At least that was one problem Elizabeth

T =

NORTHERN REPRESENTATION

“There should be no increased
representation from Northern Ireland in
the Seanad until there was a united Ireland,
a Fianna Fail member said. Ms. Ann
Ormonde said she had no difficulty with
the Taoiseach nominating a representative
from the North, but she would not like too
much representation from that part of the
country.

“When unification came about, people
from the North could canvass for votes
‘like the rest of us. | would not give them
a hand out. | don’t mind having a
representative here, but there should be no
more than that™.

“Earlier, Dr. Maurice Hayes (Ind.), a
nominee of the Taoiseach, said the only
way he could see of increasing Northern
representation, in the present form, was by
giving the Taoiseach an extra two or three
‘slots’ and by trying to fill them from
across the political spectrum in the North.

“Dr. Hayes suggested that consideration
should be given to allocating a third or a
quarter of seats in the Seanad to those
under 25” Geanad Report Irish
Times1.10.2004).

H: Has your experience of the Josgdin never had to worry about!
Government and then the failure of the
Left in the 2002 election (Jospin finishqd
third in the Presidential election behiffd Inpian Dai
Jean Marie Le Pen and Chirac—JM) Igd “A figure caught my eye when | was
you to defend a ‘No’ vote? reading about the recent Indian

LF: Of course. The defeat of Liondl parliamentary elections. India’s lower
Jospin was also a collective defeat. Like Nouse has 545 deputies. The Dail has
others | bear my share of responsibilify. 166. The populathn of lm.j'.a is 1.05
Among the reasons for the defeat was fh |b|'"|r?r|]q' corrlljﬁ{ared with 3.9 million in the
div!sionwithinthe Leftand the distancing rliTOegghilec\./e the same level of
of it from factory workers, employee§,  representation as India we would have
teachers, pensioners and the young. [For o reduce the Dail to two members. It's
three years | have drawn the lessons| in  hard to think of even that many who
particular, by advocatindfrontal deserve to remain, but the prospect is
opposition”to the right: in other words tempting nonetheless.
resolute and responsible. | observe that a “Readers in India might wish to note
large part of the people of the left haje  that, to match Irish levels of
united around a ‘No’. This is n representation, they would need to elect
coincidence and it is a magnificent hoge.

more than 44,000 extra deputies.”
The unity of the left remains for me dn A letter in “The lrish Times” last year
absolute necessity.

following the Indian General Election by
Mr. Paul Leahy of Douglas, Cork City.

H: Will a ‘Yes’ victory compromise
the possibility of implementing left win
policies in the future?

PrISONERS
“IN June, 2002, the U.S. overtook

CULTURE

“| see ‘culture’ as more than the ‘arts’.
Culture is the noise made by community,
the sum of what we are, the way we behave
as beings in society, the way we think and
feelabout our surroundings, and the values
we pass on to the next generation. Culture
also has very regional strengths. Each city
has its own personality.

“In Cork we are used to aworking-class
life, to close living and community
cooperation. Workers in this city have
always operated to help each other. Sports
and social clubs, societies and schools, all
have a prodigious expertise in mutual help
and cooperation. Cork people operate
across different spectrums, not only
socially, but in the arts and sport.

“The Cork person in Croke Park on
Sunday will more than likely be wearing a
Munster jersey the following Saturday; a
soccer club might very well raise money
through a golf outing. Thisis all part of the
multi-tasking of Cork life; itis one of the
reasons for the brightness and quick-
wittedness of our people... we cross
boundaries easily” (Anthony Dinan, M.D.
Thomas Crosbie Holdings commenting
on Cork 2005: European Capital of
Culture).

Russia to have the world’s largest prison
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Conference continued

welcome and accommodate growi
numbers of migrant workers.

Recent reports (1) raise concerns tl
the deregulation of the economy creatf]
the conditions for exploitation of labou
to occur. The current intolerable a
unacceptable social conditions for ma
migrants make a mockery of notions
social justice at the heart of Labour
international mission.

In many sectors of the economy-|

hotels, catering, care and construction
migrantlabour is an essential compone

The UK has Europe’s most ‘flexible
labour force. The core policies of th
‘flexible’ vision—the British way—are
cost competitiveness, outsourcin

downsizing, private finance, short tergn

contracting, light touch regulation an
poor union and worker consultatio
These same policies provide the contg

by the coercive employment, the ‘twi

light zone’ within which ‘bonded’ statug
flourishes. That the criminal organisg
tion of much of the migrant labour forc
underpins our ‘competitiveness’ shou
not be tolerated by the Labour Party.

The exploitation of migrant workers
is the dirty secret of the economi
‘success’ of the ‘third way’. Competing
with countries with no labour rights, b

importing their conditions in no answef.

to allow northern based members to jo
a branch (the Northern Ireland Labo

Forum) was formed and launched by F_atpart inthe Talks. Mark Langhammer has beq

g Rabbitte TD in October 2004. My cand
dature for the Executive indicates
atseriousness to develop a Labour politi
ESpresence across the island of Ireland.
Thisis a critical juncture for the Labol
Party. The orientation we take towar
government in the South is also critical
the growth of the party in Northern Irelar
The May Westminister election is likel
| tobe alandmark one, likely to significant

y
pf

L secret that, for Northern Ireland to evol
nt.towards normality, we need access to pg

politics orientated towards Governmer
£ Governmental politics is the way forwar

), on sectarian bloc management with

Stormont. The debris of the election

May could give Labour an opportunity

;(tinfluence aprogressive and radical realig

ment within Irish politics. This is thg

principal reason why the Labour Foru

- has nominated me as a candidate for

b National Executive.

d Since its inception, the Labour Foru
has developed a range of policy in relati
to:

C * The Economy (Response to th

Government Economic Vision and N

Skills Strategy)

The social costs, in Northern Ireland and

elsewhere, are to high. As such, conf
ence resolves to:

Propose that the InterGovernmen
Conference, on an island wide bas
consider

* the regulation of recruitment an
employment agencies, North and So(

* that work permits are available fo

work in the area, rather than ring fencegd

to a particular employer”

(1) SeeForced Labour and Migration
to the UK, Bridget Anderson and Bel
Rogaly for the TUC and Internationd
Labour Organisation, and/ligrant
Workers in Northern Ireland , Kathryn
Bell, Neil Jarman and Thomas Lefebvr
Institute for Conflict Research, Universit
for Ulster

* Public Services (Submissions @
r-Water Reform and Railways)
*The Review of Public Administratior]

| (Local Government reform)

s, These canbe viewed atwww.labour.
nireland and will give you an indicatio
that our emphasis is on building respg

thsible practical solutions for democrat

| socialists in Government.

If you would like any further informa-
tion, 1 would be delighted to discuss th
matter with you further, | am contactab
at e-mail mlanghammer@newtownabbd
gov.uk.

Yours Fraternally,
Clir Mark Langhammer
Chair, NI Labour Forum

Biographical Notes for information

Mark Langhammer’s Statement
To Irish Labour Party Conference

Dear Delegate

| am writing to you in advance of th
Labour Conference in Kerry in May t
seek you support for my nomination, b
the Northern Ireland Labour Forum, to th
National Executive.

You will be aware that, following

Mark Langhammer first stood as a “Labo
Representation” candidate in the 19

D

M

the

m
DN

n, election to the NI Forum and Talks, although

,r Opposing the set-up of a Stormont Assembly §is

“institutionalised sectarianism”—he took ng

Northern Ireland’s most electorally successf

a Labour politician since the 1960's.

al  Clir Langhammer had been a member
the Campaign for Labour Representation sinfle
the early 1980s. Having helped disband tige

r CLR in an orderly fashion in 1993 on thd

s grounds that the British political establish
0 ment (including British Labour Party) had n(

d intention, at the highest level, of normalising

" Northern Ireland and ending its exclusion fro

y
health, agriculture, food processing, shift the balance of power. | make no

mainstream UK politics, Cllr Langhammer leg
the attempts to secure membership afd
organisational rights within the Labour Part
€ across Ireland. This campaign has been larg@ly
rtysuccessful, with membership and brand
t. organisational rights secured through a chanfle

! in the Labour Party constitution in 2002. P4

’ Rabbitte TD, Leader of the Labour Part

not the communal based politics focusgedanched its northern branch, the Labo

in Forum, in October 2004. Clir Langhammer i
n Chair of the Labour Forum.

Achievements: Amongst Cllr Mark
_Langhammer's key political successes hayge
been:

* Chairman of Newtownabbey’s Eco-
nomic Development Committee 1995
2001, leading the Borough throughiits firs
three Economic Development Plans.

* As Chair of the Rathcoole Regenerat
ion Working Group, he has bee
responsible for overseeing the developm
of some £4m in environmental, recreations
and leisure improvements, as well a
lobbying for some £30m in housing
improvements. Cllr Langhammer hoste
the first ever visit to Rathcoole by a Britis
Secretary of State, by Mo Mowlam i
1996. He was also responsible for th
building of the Dunanney Centre, Rath
coole’s Community Enterprise Centre
opened by Princess Anne in 1998

* Chairperson of the Northern Ireland
Association of Citizens Advice BureauX
from 1994 to 1998

* Chair of Playboard NI, Northern
Ireland’s lead body on childrens play
hosting a visit by Hillary Clinton in
1999.Responsible for the adoption of
Borough Play Policy, the first in Norther
Ireland, heralding awidespread investme
in play facilities across the Borough.

* Inaugural Chairperson of the Newt
ownabbey District Partnership (now Loca
Strategy Partnership) — set up to distribugg
European Peace & Reconciliation moni
across the Borough
Clir Langhammer is employed as Regiond

Director of a large UK e-Learning and
¢ educational charity. He is married, with tw(
g children, aged 13 and 11. He is an occasio

n

e
I

e
e

Y.

European elections. He has been elected
Newtownabbey Borough Council as 4
independent Labour candidate since 199
topping the poll in 1997, and being elected

Macedon area, part of the North Belfa
Westminister constituency, includes t
Rathcoole estate, once the UK’s largest hous

J
D
y
e development, and Bawnmore, an estate

the highest “pro rata” rate of Troubles relatg¢d

deaths during the northern conflict. In 19
Langhammer led the Labour Coalition {

changesto the Party’s constitutionin 20

D2

the 1st count on all other occasions. The

tdollower of local football, and is a life membe
n of Crusaders Football Club. He is a voluntes
3,helper at Monkstown Amateur Boxing Club|
n County Antrim.
For more on Mark Langhammer, and th
t Northern Ireland Labour Forum, go tg
e Www.labour.ie/nireland —see Speeches,
ng°ress Statements and Policy

)
)

More coverage of the
Irish Labour Party Conference
Next Month
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May Day Holiday

The Editor,
LABOUR COMMENT.

A Chara,
Regarding your article on Mayday i

programme, it must be now and if the
was ever a need to demand protection
minorities in our society it must be now

Unfortunately, our Trade Union

‘leadership’ prefers to pursue moie

your lastissue (Vol 23 No 5), permit me fo middle-class objectives, such as havi

make some comments.

The original motion which was pass
by the Irish Congress of Trade Unions
1993, which demanded that Mayday a
holiday would be incorporated into th
next National Partnership agreement,
only partially implemented.

When Congress went looking for th
Holiday, they settled for a Holiday on th
first Monday of May rather than a Holida

on May 1st. This decision, eroded signif-

icantly the idea of the ‘Workers’ holida
asithad now been transformed into anot
long weekend.

Had it been a holiday on 1st May,
exists all over mainland Europe, t

leg-waxes. No matter how commendaly
d the cause, trade union representati
n having bodily hair plucked out is unlikel
alo inspire radical demands.
As long as our leadership panders
iddle-class values and abando
revolutionary demands, then t
movement will continue to decline an
May will mean little or nothing to mos
workers.
Finally, May 1st was celebrated i
Corkin 2004 and this year with a Mayd4

e Irish Labour Party Conference:
for

- Northern Ireland
Forum motion

9
le
edPRESS STATEMENT
Labour Party Conference Hears
First Northern Motion
to The Labour Party conference (Ma
s27-29) in Tralee heard a motion from i
e Northern Ireland branch for the first tim
d in several generations. The Northe
Ireland Labour Forum, the branch for
Northern based members, put forwarg
N motion aimed atimproving the conditio

march and rally organised by th
®independent Workers’ Union. This ye

also saw the launch of a new pla]
S commissioned by the I.W.U. on the ‘Cri

of Combination’. Although our number

Y of migrant workers.Cllr Mark Lang-

€ hammer commented:

r “The Labour Forum motion will be
the firstby any northern branch in severfg
generations, and represents a small,
historic step away from sectarian politid

significance of the the day would be mofe were small (about 100 of us), we continugd
profound and indeed might even have I¢dthe tradition of remembering Internationgl
to a festive type of day—when it fell midr Workers Day and it was nice to note t

week as is the case with St. Patrick’s dgy.some people applauded as our maich

Regarding the Dublin Councilof Trade passed by.
Unions holding its Mayday march on 30
April, this has to be regarded as better thian National Secretary,
nothing, but it really shows the decline i Independent Workers’ Union
the Trade Union movement, as the thinkifig Subscribers to the magazine are regulary
was that we could get nobody to march pn offered special rates on other publicatiorfs
Sunday 1st May.

Likewise, the debacle of the Cor
Council of Trade Unions, having n
Mayday march at all (now for the seco;[d
year in succession) and having t
laughable ‘sponsored wax’ instead, sho
achronic weakness on behalf of the CCT]

However, much of the Trade Unio
weakness, stems from the Trade Uni
leadership being afraid to put forwarg
revolutionary demands of a socia
communist hue. If there was ever atimejto
be calling for the Nationalisation of Banke
: it must be now, if there was ever a ti
to demand a public housing building

Is Mise NOEL MURPHY,

Irish Political Review is published
by the IPR Group: write to—

PO Box 339, Belfast BT12 4G&¥
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inthe direction of governmental politicq

“Motion 115, proposed by thg
Northern Ireland Labour Forum and
tabled by the National Executiv
Committee, seeks a policy framework
look at the regulation of recruitmen
agencies, and at the manner in whig
“bonded labour” status is encourage(
by present work permit policy
Developing an island wide policy t(
tackle anisland wide issue makes sensj.

Conference passed the Northe
Ireland Labour Forum motion, whic
reads:

“Ending Twilight conditions for
migrant workers

“Conference notes the recent covg
age of the position of migrant workerg
and the treatment minority ethnic grouj
in Northern Ireland (1).

The Labour Party welcomes th
Department for Employment &
Learning’s Skills Strategy in Norther
Ireland and its emphasis on the need

continued on page 23
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