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"Our War" And Its Consequences EU — RIP?

Our Warwas the theme of Radio Eireann's Thomas Davis Lectures this year. The WaBarkozy's decision to fully engage in
with which Britain convulsed the world in 1914, and from which the world has ngt y&te military structure of NATO will have
recovered, has now been madier War—and in the name of Thomas Davis! the most serious consequences for Europe

Britain was at war when Davis launched The Nation. (When has it not been at warnigl the EU. France is obviously entitled
It was, as Davis put itAt war with everybody" And Davis undoubtedly had a martfal to have any relationship it wants with
spirit. No pacifist could have writte@lare's Dragoons And yet he did not suppoft NATO. However, Sarkozy assumes in
Britain's war against everybody—though it was the war that gave us the moderrj wankking his case that he is doing so for
of perpetual progress. He did not rejoice that the greatest state in the world i tHeiw®pe's benefitas well. France is accepted
times—the most populous and the most civilised—was forced to open itselfto opidm asda permanent leader of the EU and
the West. What he rejoiced in was the fact that a British Army of 10,000—or WasSiirkozy clearly feels free to commit
20,000—marched into Afghanistan, took Kabul, and was done away with while jt wasrope when he commits France to such
trying to get out again. apolicy. They appear as one and the same

We are not allowed to rejoice in such things nowadays. We must lament that taednim—they are interchangeable and no
young soldiers had their lives snatched away from them before they had the chandéaimber State has objected to his case for
go off to Afghanistan and snatch other lives away. France's full integration into NATO. That

{Gerry Adams told Radio Eireann that it was wrong politically. Butisn't that la in%Why itis worth looking at his reasoning
|

in compassion, Gerry? Doesn't it make you sick in the stomach that these you
were deprived of their chance to Kill, Aine gushed. Apparently it didn't. So ther
hope for Sinn Fein.}

%qme detail.

stinFe began by saying thdt..what |
iIscovered, with the Prime Minister and

government, is that whilst we are in

One of the Thomas Davis Lectures was given by Professor David Fitzpatrigk, %T(l)—ksinceh_m(e are inh it—very hf_ew
Australian who hatched out a brood of revisionist operatives in Trinity College afouRgCP!€ know this{11 March 2009). This

i ; P : hardly credible but he kept

1990 but has only recently begun to appear in his own right as a public figure in theimeti¥nds :
Here is the pero)r/ation ofyhis Igecture:pp repeating that the French public does not
know what it is doing as a member of

WQURITO despite its military involvementin
ctaggRanistan and elsewhere. He claims to
be informing them of this!

It is useful to be supplied, from the highest authority, with this kind of standafd for !f the French are so ignorant of NATO
Pp 9 4 n B6 gheuld then have explained what NATO

judging wars. Forget about causes and purposes. Forget about the reasons gi / _ _

British Government for launching that World War, in which over 10 million were kiflec@ctually is, why it was founded, why it

And forget about the reasons given by the Home Rulers for supporting it. Forg —?{Lﬂ exists seeing as its originaaison

who remembers—Sinn Fein has forgotten, and doesn't want to know. It liesCiftreno longer exists and give an honest

accomplished fact, and doesn't presume to judge the accomplishers of the facts fh viiiehriPtion of who controlsitwhich is the

it lives—except in one marginal instance. And in this it shows itself to be wisg aklp @nd nobody else. Despite his long

prudent. It swallows the Great War and is itself justified by Professor FitzpafficRReech he never poses or answers these

justification of it in terms of its social consequences for one of the parties to it. | questions. Ifhe did his case would collapse.
If the Provos had remained at peace, the people of West Belfast and the Boggide ahfje Néxt most obvious question he

Crossmaglenwould have been poorer, less employable, and more troubled by sect. ria@ﬁed to answer was why join NATO's

"If the world had remained at peace between 1914 and 1918 the Irish peopl
surely have been poorer, less employable and more troubled with class and s
conflict. To that extent Ireland did well out of the war."

Professor Fitzpatrick gives the answer to those who argue pedantically thal ary command now. He acknowledges
Friday terms were available under the Sunningdale Agreement in 1974, afd tAg} the most obvious reason for a new
rejection of Sunningdale led to a wasteful quarter of a century of warfare. Leaving asHéary arr?ngement, a military reason,
the factual detail that it was not the Provos but the Unionists who broke the Sunn fpissing:"Today France is no longer
arrangement, it is an observable reality that West Belfast etc. benefitted from tha E tened by amilitary invasion, perhaps
quarter century of war in the way that Professor Fitzpatrick says that Ireland prpfittafithe first time in her history.
from the Great War. They were better places in 1998 than they had been in 1974, But he then offers a series of other

And the improvement had nothing to do with the formality of terms. The temp@r aff@Sons that must, in his mind, be just as
character of the community changed utterly between 1974 and 1998. War was dood@§gPus as military invasion:

=Y

|continued on pageIZ continued on page F
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conflict of that epoch, and even found it
necessary, for fear of something more
undisciplined, to play arole in setting up
the B Specials. Context is everything."

The Home Rule vision of peace and
harmony, set out in August/September
1914, was realised on the battlefield. But
only on the battlefield. Come home from
the battlefield and the fighting starts.

But where can we find this context of
peace and harmony today? How can
Britain do for us now what it did for us in
1914? Maybe if the war on Afghanistan
and Pakistan is escalated as Obama
promises, those good old days will return.

The Lord Bew says no more than
Professor Fitzpatrick about the reasons
why Britain launched the Great Wé&Bur
War". Ours not to reason why. It should
be enough for us to know that Britain
declared war. Then:

"John Redmond offered Irish support
for the British war effort in exchange for
Home rule being placed on the Statute
Book... Redmond was operating from
within the tradition of Constitutional
nationalism that had always assured
Britain that in the face of an interna-
tional crisis a self-governing Ireland
would be a Loyal Ally. As a man of
honour... he found it difficult to escape
the obligation when the time came".

We cannot say it wasn't so. This is the
first hint we have had that the Home Rule
Party had a Manifesto commitment to
fightin Britain's wars. We will check up
on it and tell the reader what we find—
even though we know thatitisin bad taste

it. If "sectarianism"remained, that was employing. And, as for class, it is now to do such things. Wars are too serious,
not its doing. When Britain setup Northern something that exists amongstthemselvesand confer too much benefit on humanity,
Ireland as a place apart, it determined thatrather than in relations with others. for them to be tampered with like that.
"sectarianism"would be the medium of Belief that the victor was right in some
public life in the Six Counties. The great  Professor the Lord Bew, a fragment of higher sense, and did not merely win
change produced by the war was thatthe old gentry who was for a generation abecause of a more effective organisation
Catholic participation in the necessary lost soul amongst the Stickies, has finally of violence, and that the moving spirit was
sectarianism ceased to expressitselfin théound his home. And he gave the Noble Truth rather than Propaganda, is good for
sullenwhinging of the victim. Victimhood Lord This and the Noble Lord That, a the spirit of the victorious populace. So it
was overcome. Andinthatsense sectariansermon on the only sacred text of is thought by those in authority who

ism was overcome. (It was transferred tocontemporary EnglandThe Origin Of
the other side. That's the thing about war.Species He also gave a Thomas Davis

Everybody can't win.
Ireland, under the tutelage of the British
Council, the British Ambassador, Mary
McAleese, Trinity College etc., we have
set aside the pacifism, the old sense of
affinity with the wretched of the Earth,
and become Darwinian in outlook. We no
longer upset ourselves by dwelling on the
awfulness of war and sympathising with
the condition of the defeated.)

The Catholics in the North, incited to
insurrection by Jack Lynch in 1969 and
abandoned by him in 1970, fought their
own war. They are now more at peace
with themselves than they ever were
before. They are more prosperous. They
are not only more employable, but more

manage such things.
The world in which we live was brought

But in modern lecture orOur War. Hereis his peroration: about by a series of Great Wars fought

"What about Redmond's hope that a OVer the last three centuries, in all of
common sacrifice might have softened Which the moving force was Britain,
Nationalist/Unionist enmity? Death at Which, by one means and another always
the Frontwas non-sectarian, and apoliti- managed to end up on the winning side.
calinits targeting. Inthe early morning And the methods by which Britain did all
of the 7th of June 1917 the Catholic and of this are at the source of the present
Nationalist 16th Irish Division advanced economic crisis.
side by side with the Protestant and ) ] ) )
Unionist 36th Ulster Division totake the ~ This series of wars began immediately
Messines Ridge... The last clergyman after the Glorious Revolution, which we
that the devout Catholic Willie Redmond now seem to have decided wéasir
talked to was actually a Belfast Protes- Revolution as the 1914 war w@ar Watr,
tant Church of Ireland chaplain, the Rev. as we celebrate the Boyne along with the
John Redmond... Butlook beyond this Somme.
moment. In 1920 to 1922 the same Rev.  Britain, around 1690, adopted the

John Redmond as Vicar of Ballymacar- deliberate policy of manipulating conflict
rett found himself centre of the bitter |continued on page|4




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR-

Gerald Dawe And Robert Graves

John Minihane, in his review of Gerald Dawe's 'Anthology of Irish War poetry' (IPR March), refers to the omission of Robert
Graves. Thefollowing quotations from Laura Riding and Robert Graves''A Pamphlet Against Anthologies' (London, Cape, 1928
suggest—quite apart from Graves' poems—just how serious that deliberate omission is.

Riding and Graves are discussing 'Anthologies and the Book Market':

"Even Dr Bridges' 'Spirit of Man' must be classed as a trade anthology, if not as a publisher's anthology, for though|the gros
commercial view was probably absent from his mind, it was at any rate a public utility volume compiled for a national occasion.
It came out in the middle of the War and was dedicated to 'His Majesty the King, by His Poet Laureate'. The preface makes rath
sad reading now, when it informs us: 'Prussia's scheme for the destruction of her neighbours was, above all question and gebate, |
laid and scientifically elaborated to the smallest detail’; and when it suggests that Englishmen should 'turn to seek comfort in tf
contemplation of spiritual things... happy even in the death of our beloved who fell in the fight. They die nobly as saints and heroe:
with hearts and minds unstained by hatred or wrong.' and that they should find 'joy in the thought that our Country is called of Go
to stand for the truth of man's hope and that it has not shrunk from the call.'

"To support such sentiments, the ghosts of the Elizabethans and the Romantic Revivalists are summoned to present their us
verse-offerings, but because of the seriousness of the occasion, the reader is asked 'to bathe rather than fish in these waters'." (Car
reprint, London, 2002, p.167)

Later on, in discussing the devaluation of language, Graves offers an anecdote:

"A rather worse case was that of a lecturer during the War who was employed by the War Office to address troops on the subje
of 'Our War Aims'. It was atfirst, in 1914, quite a good lecture. The lecturer did not let it harden into a formula until late in the Spring
of 1915, when he nevertheless gave it accurately and with conviction and without personal strain. In 1916 it was still worgd-perfec
but the lecturer had lost reality: he looked dim on the platform. Late in 1917 it had begun to fray: there was no actual break of sens
but the words were strangely clipped and slurred and the lecturer was in a complete state of self-hypnosis. Shortly before tl
Armistice there was a nervous breakdown. There had been some violent disturbance during the lecture (an Australian aldience |
begun to barrack) and the hypnosis had been interrupted. The lecturer had tried to get into familiar touch again with his oyn lectur
but the result was a bad short-circuit. The catenation broke and the lecture degenerated into a recurring sequence of three senter
including the joke (always sure of a laugh) about the Entente Cordiale and King Edward VII's 'love of French Institutions'." (ibid.
p.195)

Finally and most explicitly:

"A third type of Living-Poet anthology deals in the marketable sentiment aroused by some event of public importance—the
murder of President McKinley, the death of Edward the Peace-Maker, the sinking of the Titanic, the Outbreak of War, the Victory
That President McKinley, the puppet-nominee of the Trusts at their most cynically corrupt stage, was murdered by a maniac; th
Edward the Peace-Maker, personally responsible for the English Entente with France and therefore for the destruction offthe Angl
German alliance which was keeping the peace of Europe, died after a life not particularly distinguished for the qualities which hi
idealistic German mother and father had tried to inculcate in him; that the Titanic was sunk as a result of culpable negligence on tl
part of the staff and that its sinking was attended by scenes that, to say the least of it, compared unfavourably with those afthe sink
of the Birkenhead; that the English Liberal Government was able to justify by the German invasion of Belgium its own secre!
commitments to and preparations for a war that had as its object the crippling of a commercial rival; and finally that this|War wa:
technically won by weight of numbers and munitions after a gross display of atrocities on both sides—all this is history| But the
anthologist and his poet have no more respect for history than for poetry, for public than for personal truth." (ibid. p. 240)

With views like these, it is clear enough why a soldier with impeccable Anglo-Irish credentials who had fought at the|{Somme
been seriously wounded and highly decorated, simply had to be omitted from Dawe's Anthology.

Why, he sounds (writing in 1928) for all the world like a nutter from Aulzaaat la lettré Nor, given his views set out i
the pamphlet passim, would Graves have expressed chagrin or surprise at his exclusion. But that last sentence of his really ot
to make Mr Dawe's ears burn.

Niall Cusack

PS Anyone who would like to hear Robert Graves reading his own poems should hasten to Claddagh Records in Temple Bat
Dublin where they may still obtain an LP called 'The Green Sailed Vessel'. However, they had better be prepared for the followir
remarks in the Introduction, delivered in Graves' pure, plummy, English Public School accent:

"I admit I've rarely been to Ireland...but | once went to Limerick disguised as a Welsh soldier in the Royal Welch Husiliers,
and | refused to take any part in the hunting of Sinn Féin, and | said to my Colonel (who was also an Irishman) Would|you hav
me do this sort of thing? And he said, No, Graves, you're excused. So that was all right."

Now, that was recorded in April 1972. Graves was 77 and secure in whatever reputation he coveted, which was an honest ol
| most emphatically do not recall an equivalent honesty from Michael Longley or Séamus Heaney who were and arg Officie
Poetry. | am just old enough to recognise that it really was not fashionable to treat Sinn Féin with respect in 1972. Graves h
no interest in fashion, and what true poet does?




in Europe to its own advantage. By meansThe fourth (7 Years War, 1756-63) cost and the products of the Caribbean slave
of Balance of Power strategy itkept Europe £160m of which 37.4% was credit. The labour camps—the chief of which was
in a permanently unsettled condition, and American War (1776-83) cost £236m of sugar—were bought and shipped to
ensured that it should itself be a free, which 40% was credit. The War against England, where they were sold and pots
unbalanced Power. It was able to do thisthe French Revolution (1793-1815) costand pans made by the new capitalist
with much smaller resources than any of£1,657m, of which 26% was credit. manufacturers were bought and shipped
the major European Powers by virtue of (Figures from P.G.M. Dickson: The to West Africa, etc.
being an island (defined by Oliver St. Financial Revolution In England).
John Gogarty as a country surrounded by The other great source of English
aNavy) and by establishinganewformof What 1688 did was establish freedom prosperity was India, which seems to have
state ruled by a combination of landed of the gentry. It freed them from the been simply plundered.
gentry, financiers, military men, and monarchy, which had maintained an The major addition to the world market
propagandists. internal state apparatus to which they werein the 19th century was China. In the
subject. In the 18th century the gentry 1840s it was compelled to allow English

All of these wars were financed by the ruled in their localities as JPs, and merchantsin Indiato sellopiumto Chinese
magic of credit. Credit means debt. And assembled in Parliamentto pass Enclosursubjects so that the English upper classes
it meant the circulation of a kind of money Acts for one another against the peasantrymight buy Chinese porcelain without using
without physical existence thatwas alwaysand to see to the maintenance of a strongip their gold and silver. The Chinese
liable to collapse and evaporate. Theand disciplined Navy as an instrument of market for such English goods as the
National Debt expanded enormously with foreign policy (even subjecting themselves Chinese would buy was at first limited to
every war. Itwas opposed by Tories, with to severe discipline for that purpose).  a couple of ports, but China as a whole
Jonathan Swift pre-eminent among them, That era of liberty went into decline at was systematically broken open during
on the ground that ittended to dissolve allthe end of the century under Pitt andthe following decades.
social values, leaving money as the onlyGeorge Ill (a King who spoke English).
value. But the financing of war by credit, An internal apparatus of state began to be The world market could not have been
raised by the state using tricky financial restored and Income Tax was introduced established by commerce onits own, or by
devicesthatdid notbear too much thinking in addition the Land Tax and Import duties. military power on its own, or by political
about, was a stabilising influence on the Hence the fall in the proportion of creditin acumen onits own. Itrequired an operative
regime in that it implicated the property- the war of 1793. But there was never anycombination of all three, along with a
owning populace in the war for which it question of going back to the old order of driving sense of mission provided by
had lent its money. paying for wars out of revenue. ideology.

The greater the National Debt, the more And commerce is not a single element.
awful was the prospect of losing the war.  The first major credit crisis came a few There was a time when producers sold
Hence the rule of British political life that years after the end of the Glorious their goods directly to consumers. Then
a Government has only to start a war toRevolution wars against Louis X1V (1688- intermediaries of various kinds stepped
have national support for it. The last war 1713). It took the form of the South Seain. Wholesalers appeared between the
thatwas stopped by English public opinion Bubble of 1720, and itcame aboutthroughmakers and sellers of goods. And
was almost 300 years ago. It was the wardevices connected with an attempt tofinanciers appeared tofacilitate commerce
for which Swift wrote his still famous, handle indebtedness. Then, as now, whenvithout taking part in it. And 'bills'—
though unread, pamphldte Conduct Of the bubble burst people could not which were receipts for money in its
The Allies(often referred to as a satire understand how they had ever come toindestructible form of gold—appeared,
because Swift is known for Gulliver's participate in it, but while it was going it and began to circulate out of contact with
Travels but was nothing of the kind). was irresistible. gold. After that, financial devices grew

The Tory Party, that stopped the war, Walpole took over in 1721 and for &nd multiplied.
was the Government. A British Govern- twenty years he settled down the new : .
ment might start awar in the face of public regime by means of other financial devices, _ 1€ Shattering experience of the South
opinion, but stopping awar was a different graft and corruption, so that it was ready >¢@ Bubbleledtoaproposalin Parliament
matter. Swift's argument was that Britain for new adventures on credit by the 1740s that financiers and merchants should be
had done well enough out of the war to end excluded from Parliament. This was in
it, and that continuing it to the utter In 1720 the effective international &ccordance with a provision of the
destruction of the enemy was inadvisable.market was small. The Bubble directly d&mocracy of ancient Greece that
He said that the Whig radicals, Addison affected Britain, France, Holland and one Merchants mightenrichthemselvesto their
being their ideologue, who thought that or two of the hundreds of German states.€art’s content, but were excluded from
Britain could be free of enemies by utterly The foundation of the world market was the Pody politic and should live apart in
destroying the current enemy, were laid during the following decades. As 9atedapartments. ltwas achoice between
pursuing a delusion—this was a delusion Swift pointed out in his pamphlet, Britain that and embracing the financiers so that
that was laid low until 1914. had got one very substantial gain from thetn® new financial devices which had

The financial measures adopted andwar in 1712: the Slave Trade monopoly. Proved so useful in the War might be
developed by Britain after 1688 were Some time before this—as one of the firs9rasped and handled with expertise. The
borrowed from Amsterdam. The Dutch liberations of the Glorious Revolution— atter course was adopted.
had by this time been chastened by Britainslave trade by Englishmen was freed from  The 18th century English Parliament
and were resignedto the role of a secondaryMonarchical restrictions and thrown open was a sovereign assembly inwhich Finance
Power. to unsupervised free enterprise. And thewas represented by financiers, the Navy

Triangular Trade, which was the major by Admirals, the Army by Generals,

The first Great War against France source of English prosperity and the Progress by ideologists, and there was a
(1688-97) cost £49 million, of which a foundation of the world market, had ballast of stick-in-the-mud Tory country
third was raised by credit. The secondslavery at two of its three points. English gentlemen who didn't know if they
(1703-13) cost £93m, of which 31% was traders bought slaves in West Africa, approved of any of it. That Parliament
credit. A minor war (Jenkins Ear, 1739- shipped them to the Caribbean and thewhich changed the world was as different
48) cost £96m, of which 31% was credit. American Colonies, where they were sold as could be from the Dail, which has the



task of keeping the country afloat in the was then transferred to Dublin to handle and gone. They presented themselves to

world created by that Parliament of co- the Irish. Indonesia was stable underus as a vigorous beast, fitted to flourish in

ordinated vested interests, to which theSuharto's regime for aquarter of a century the capitalist jungle. And now they have

ideal of government detached fromvestedBut then Ameranglia decided that gone and dissolved themselves—just in

interests and corruption appeared as remotédonesia must prostrate itself before time!l—leaving Mary Harney as a non-

as Eden before the Fall. Western capital. It mustbecome open andoarty remnant attached to the party she
democratic. Suharto must go. And it hadonce hoped to destroy.

It used to be argued by political the means to make Suharto go. He went, The Labour Party has gone most of the
economists that international trade was,and 'Islamic terrorism’' came. way, under Stickie guidance, towards
of necessity, mutually beneficial because, One Asian state refused to prostratemaking itself a tightly centralised Liberal
if it was not, the party to whom it was not itself: Malaysia. An international cam- party of the vacuous stratum of the middle
beneficial would not engage in it. That paign was launched against Dr. Mahatir, class. It is now trying to remember some
view was perhaps valid in the century and in support of a free marketeer, Anwar of the things it used to say long ago. But
before last. It presumed that both partieslbrahim, who also happened to be anitis too late. Its achievement during the
were basically self-sufficient, were free to Islamist. It would of course have been pastgeneration has beentorefuse Coalition
trade or not to trade, and therefore wouldpreferable if he had been aliberal secularwith Fianna Fail, which is the party of the
only engage in trade from which they ist, but the primary thing was to end realistic and national element of the
benefitted. But that is not the case in theprotectionism, and the instrument that wasworking class, and make it dependent on
globalised market. available had to be used. the PDs.

The states formed after the 2nd World ~ Thelrish Timeghrew itself vigorously Fine Gael remains a niche party.

War, in the era of the United Nations, into the campaign against Dr. Mahatir's

were born into a globalised world 'corruptcrony capitalism'. Buthe survived.  So we are left with Fianna Fail, which
hegemonised by Western capitalism. TheyAnd Malaysia did not succumb to the remains a representative party of the
did not decide to enter the world market. financial crisis called the 'Asian flue' a society to a considerable degree, despite
Their only choice inthe matter was whether few years later. And it is not the usual its efforts to turn itself into a detached,
to wrench themselves out of it. That was basket case today. centralised Liberal party. And there
not easily done, but it was at least possible remains some substantial survivals of the
while the Soviet bloc existed as a major Thelrish Timess now celebrating the nationalised sector established by Fianna
part of the world in antagonism with the 150th anniversary of itself and of Ireland. Fail in the past (when it was still Sinn
West. China could do it because it was soln the Manifesto which it issued for the Fein), which it has not entirely succeeded
big, and the national force which came to occasion itis said that Ireland did not existin dismantling.

dominance in its Civil War was the Com- as a country until 1859, which is when the

munist Party. But, when China becamefirst issue of thédrish Timesappeared. It Ireland floated itself a generation ago
Communist, it was excluded from the UN makes sense. The other Ireland seems ton the Globalism which has failed to carry
for ageneration, during which the Chinese have thrown itself away. At least there is itself through to consistent dominance.
seatwas held by the defeated fringe groupnothing in official life to remind one that Ireland let go of itself then, to general
in Formosa/Taiwan. it ever existed. Thdrish Timesalone approval. All it can do now, while the

When the Soviet system collapsed in "émains, boundless and bare. world is betwixt and between, is try to

1990 (not because it was economically But thelrish Timesdid not only create 'ang on until itis seen how the world is
unviable, but because of ideological Ireland. It created this world in which we SOrted out. And then it might learn once
deficiencies) and the Cold War ended, thelive in. It was a segment of the fiscal- 292in what Arthur Griffith saw over a
US/UK set about subordinating the entire military force that made this world. And century ago, that between the individual
world to the globalist market which it the fact that it has nothing coherent to say2nd the globe there is a chasm that can
operated. During the 1990s the supremeabout the present crisis is a reflection of ®NY Pe filled by the active nation.
object was to render the entire world the origins of our Creator. Itis waiting o
suitable for the investment of Western England, while England waits on Americr_Share Dea”ng
capital. It was frankly stated that the  Europe too is incoherent and inarticlj-
primary function of 'national' Government ate. Ageneration of Angloinfluencefrop ~ Here's an interesting little fac}.
was to establish alegal/commercial/police within has made it so, withish Times | Apparently the 1929 crash was parfly
framework which facilitated Western |reland playing a critical part as Englandlamed on short selling. In 1934 thje
investment and made it secure. Thosecatspaw. Pat Cox, the party colleaguefabecurities Exchange Commission enaded
who ran the WTO/IMF were confident the Editor of thelrish Times had his | rule Rule 10a-1, also know as the uptick
that, once this was done, they would havemoment of glory when he played therje. This basically banned short sellidg
ample power to punish rogue states whofigurehead part in subverting the olljH N h lainati '
tried to step out of line. At a number of European Commission on the issue of a er:fs as ortlexp a"g;’l".t'ﬁnd by th
WTO meetings the system seemed to berrench Commissioner giving a job to her ormer rule established by the SHC
on the verge of being finalised, but hairdresser. that requires that every short sqle
somehow the opportunity was always  The EU succumbed to thaissez-faire | transaction be entered at a price th
missed. Utopian vision sold to it by Britain, i higher than the price of the previous tragle.
which Britain itself does not believe—ok This rule was introduced in the Securities
Protectionist arrangements in Asian pelieves only insofar as it correspongi€xchange Act of 1934 as Rule 10a-1.
countries which had served the Amer- with its interests which are not Europeahuptick rule prevents short sellers fr
anglianinterest during the Cold War were and which remain considerable. And itadding to the downward momentumwhgn
now declared to be intolerable and corrupt.expanded recklessly to the East with| ghe price of an assetis already experiending
The outstanding case was Indonesiaview to squeezing pOSt'CommU”iitsharp declines. The SEC eliminated fhe
General Suharto had saved that sprawlingRussia, making delusory promises to bri Jule on Julv 6 '2007
complex of islands from Chinese Com- in a line of new member states which it|s A yo, " lishedli
munism in the mid-1960s by killing a now leaving in the lurch. S you can see it was abolished|in
million people, supervised by the British 2007. Well I never.
Ambassador, Sir Andrew Gilchrist, who  In our little affairs the PDs have com
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The whole point of Gaullism was that and rightly so. But Sarkozy sees a different
France and Europe would be open to havevorld.
friends and allies everywhere asit decides.
EU— RIP ?

This is what gave them both moral  He pyts the Lisbon Treaty firmly in the

continued authority in the world. To Sarkozy there context of his new policy. He explains:
are only potential enemies outside the

‘family". JT}'S is a C(Ijear break W:jth the "The situation was hamstrung first of
i i7ati _ approachthatexisted in France and Europe  all because of France who, through her
itgr?]se arcifllnkgd to globalization, terror and it poses the issue—what is the EU  "no" in the 2005 referendum, hadgcon-
, proliferation and attacks against . . ; : .
space systems and the IT systems ouf™OW for in the world? tributed to plunging Europe intogridlock.
technological societies are heavily de- o _ This is why our first initiative, with the
pendent on. The crises hitting the world _ There is a ridiculous claim that.. the government, was to get it moving again
affect our values, our interests and the Georgia problem was in the first place ~ because, frankly, after the referendum
security of the French. Competition for resolved by Europe's policy. And, to my ~ weweren'tcapable ofrallying the whole
access to water, energy and raw materi-mind, this counts.'One would need to of Europe around us. EUFPPG was at a
als, the deterioration of the environ- blind deaf and senile not to know that it ~ Standstill, but France wasn'tin a position
ment, pandemics and uncontrolled mi- was Russia resolved the Georgia issue, O lead the way out of the gridlock.
grations, are fraught with consequencesthat Europe waited until it had done so _ _ _
for our security. And tomorrow, atotally and then was the vehicle for Russia's ButLisbonisnotyetagreed and he still
unexpected strategic development candiplomatic mopping up after it had done Carries on regardless! What he assumes is
literally wreak havoc on the conditions  the business. If Sarkozy actually believesthat what he is doing is the only way of
of our security. The global financial \hat he says about the Georgian situatiofn©Ving Europe forward!

crisis clearly illustrates the degree to ne js |iving in cloud cuckoo land and it _ _ o
which the world can radically change, pecomes worrying that such a fantasistis At leastit putsthe Lisbon Treaty in its

and not necessarily for the better. These;, charge of any State. real military perspective and there should
threats can seem remote. But let's make no longer be any doubt about its military
no n;)iStﬁ!iet here: our nation?Lt(irri]:[ory He elaborates the fantagyd like to  implications: "The Lisbon Treaty itself
can be hit tomorrow, as can that of our i establishes the link between European
Allies. The distinction we used to rely compare what rI]Eurﬁpe did '3 th? case Ofdefence and the Atlantic Alliance. It
on between internal and external secu-Georg_Ia and what lappened a Iew years - iag! i

ago, in Europe, in that of Bosnia. Stipulatesthatthe Allies’collective defence

rity could be said to be fading altogether. . : : . -
Arylld France's defence is de%idedgnow asoecretary-General, I'm not insulting will be conducted in the Alliance
much on our territory as thousands of NYone at all by saying that the Bosnian framework. And this link,  would remind

. : i i formally noted in 2003, by the
kilometres away, in space or on IT net- Problemwas in the first place resolved by YOU. Was :
works.” Y. nsp the American forceslt's news to me that - Convention on the Future of Europe, and

the Bosnia issue and related issues aréhen by the foreign affairs ministers at the
uery. NATO is needed to meet a whole beyond measure by the Balkan war, Should be written in bold letters.
range of non-military 'threats'! If he is Europe’s contribution to that conflict was _
serious it is a recipe for an escalation oft0 initiate it by encouraging the break-up _Thereis then alot of waffle about how

. i e of the FRY and then concoct issues tothis new departure will improve France
m\'%/ conflicts worldwide imitated by escalate it. and Euope's independence, strength, etc.

etc. One need only look at America's

Then he says’A single State, anation ~ He asks!But we can, all the same, ask SPecial friend, the UK, and see how much
on its own is a nation with no influence at Ourselves one thing: why is the concept ofifdependence it has in military matters
all. And if we want to carry weight, we Defence Europe making such _S|0WV¥:th the US. Z(;Jro. The UK does not hlave
have to know how to get allies to join us Progress, as if everything were fine in the the_means o ulsmg 'tﬁ own nuclear
and forge friendships There is truth in _best of all worlds. And why hasn't it been Pombs—itis simply not allowed to do so.
this but is the only alternative full developed? | have a clear idea about theWill the US allow France and the EU?
integration with NATO? This s ridiculous  réason for this“which was thatbecause ~ More indpendencc than it doeskt_he UK.
counterposing. Thereis a European UnionOUf'_Arfgflfrict'ﬂr']1 allies dfidn't agfe‘?t';_cli_é} more The question does not need asking.
that would surely be the most obvious €quitable sharing of responsibilities in :
group of allies to)(/:ievelop to carry weight the military structure ofthetime. WhatI'm dSarkodzy cannot evE'n enwsa"gl]fe an
in the world. The message is that the onlySaying isn't a value judgement, it's a truth Independent position. He says "It we
real influence that matters in the world is disputed by no one.” present Defence Europe as an alternative
military influence. to the Alliance with the United States we

For him, Europe and the EU appearand  But there is no evidence whatever '[hatgre surelfto kill off theDldfea of EDefence
disappear according towhatever argumenthe Americans are now in some power- =Urope. ft we prlesent € enCﬁ Xlrlqpe as
he makes. It is clearly not central to his Sharing mode that they were not in some@" actlhon complementary to t e_” |anc;]e
thinking, just an adjunct. years ago.. What has changed is thalith the United States we will pus

Sarkozy has bentthe knee to the AmericarPefence Europe forward.

H oes On:"And France knOWS too demandS that they remain in Control on ) ) )
Whoigr allies and her friends are: and 'm NATO and that previous French leaders _Europeanindependence s notan option
not afraid of saying that our allies and our Were not prepared to do this. for him I?/lnd %S hg 'S reprr](_asentanve‘of_the
friends are first and foremost the family of . current hen|15 e.r tat_esthls nzjelan_s Itstime
Western nations."This clearly includes  Defence Europe has not caught on big!0 Write the EU's epitaph and let it rest in
the US and no doubt Israel. When you talktime because the vast majority of Euro- Peace. That's the best place for illusions.
like that you are declaring who your Peansdo not feel threatened by the rest oirhlf?‘t_ ISI what the EU has become as a
enemies are as well as your friends. Andthe world in any military sense. No doubt, Political entity.

that means France's potential enemies aré they did, there would be no problem Jack L
the rest of the world. with Defence Europe gaining momentum ack Lane

"Other threats have taken its place;



monwealth would not help to bring about well built estates at the foot of the Belfast
a United Ireland, although that is the dis- Hills. But they are barren. Drugs are
. . . ingenuous impression which has been creproviding an escape for teenagers who
Editorial Dlgest ated: Unionism requires Ireland acceptsmight formerly have been learning the
the sovereignty of Westminster as theinnards of the AK47. The Agreement and
Rejoining The Commonwealth? Roy price of unity. The serious issue facing all the rest of the baloney have given them
Garland has reported on a Dublin meetinglreland these days is not the question of enothing. It is a credit to the community
held on 21st March (Irish New88.3.2009).  united Ireland, but what kind of a united spirit that exists there that people haven't
It was sponsored by a new group which Ireland. turned in on themselves. The position is
has been established to campaign for Ire-  British policy since Partition has been different on the Falls Road, with commu-
land to join the Commonwealth. Though to keep Northern Ireland in an unstable nity this and community that providing
small, it spans a wide range of Unionist condition such as to constantly excite de-nice little earners. And there’s money to
opinion from members of the Progressive mands for a unity that can at any time bebe made up at Stormont and in the various
Unionist Party to the Alliance Party inthe granted as a welcome home gift to 26local authorities as well.
North and people around the Reform So-prodigal Counties. The agenda is: Com-  The absence of real politics corrodes
ciety of Robin Bury and Eoghan Harris in ing home to the United Kingdom; Com- society, so it ill behoves the Deputy First
the South. Actually Garland’seport’  ing home to the Empire; Coming home to Minister to hurl abuse about the place.
was really a piece to promote the proposi-the Commonwealth. Some difference in . , _
tion, as was all that he had say while emphasis as time has passed, but the sami-TU “boycott Israel’ campaign gets
supposedly chairing the debate. He de-strategy. underway. The ICTU Nat_lonal Executl_ve
scribed the event &sutstanding”. The Northern Ireland question is cer- Meton 18th March and discussed various
This meeting, well flagged up to West tainly still on the boil. How long that will issues in relation to Palestine. Howe_vgr,
Britain, was in fact a miserable affair. last, or how widespread it becomes no ondhe planto have the head of the Palestinian
This writer was one of only 26 people cansay. Butthe rioters in Lurganwere the] UG (PGFTU) address the next IC
attending—most of whom had nothing at real thing. One of the people charged with 'Y Biennial Conference (July 2009) will
allto say. Speaking in favour was Geoffrey killing a policeman is only 17 years old. not be going ahea’(’d (it was countered by a
Roberts, one-time sidekick to Monty Whether he did it or not, the PSNI be- cgll for “balance” by also inviting a
Johnson in the Communist Party Of Greatlieves that it is dealing with another gen- H|sta_1drut spealferfth_e upshot is that no-
Britain and now some kind of Thatcherite eration of armed republicans and not justoN€ IS now being invited). On the other
operating out of University College, Cork. with so-called dissidents. The police havehand; Congress has established a h_|gh-
A newspaper letter heralding the adventalso said there at@o more the 300%f ~ Powered committee to develop an active
of the Group gave its address as being théhese people. Did they ever admit thatPoycottstrategy, based on a comprehenswe
History Department of the University of there were even that many Provos? ~ Proposal from Trade Union Friends of
Cork. Palestine. The committee includes Patricia
Garland claims in thisish Newsthat  Two Soldiers were shot at their Army McKeown (Pres., ICTU), Peter McLoone
Roberts’ case waslmost unassailable”  base in NI shortly before leaving to make (G€n-Sec. IMPACT), David Joyce (Glo-
but was being held up by “emotional war on the people of Afghanistan. Pre-Pal Solidarity officer, ICTU), Eamon
baggage and misinformation'This was ~ sumably the particular targets were cho-McMahon and Mags O'Brien (TUFP), as
how he explained away the case againssen by republican dissidents with that inell as Sally Anne Kinahan (Asst. Gen.
joining the Commonwealth put by John mind, even though the motivation was to S€¢- ICTU). A special conference of
Waters of thdrish Times Waters re- do with Northern Ireland. It would have ICTU on Palestine (agreed by the _IaSt
called his grandparents’ origins in the beenunderstandable if Martin M'Guinness |CTU Conference)—planned for mid-
Gaeltacht and said that he had made agonsidered it politic to murmur some words June, with mternatlon_a! speakers an_d to
effort to re-learn the Irish language and of sympathy in line with his Assembly be o_penec_i by the M_|n|st_er for Foreign
that his daughter had earned her Fainneposition and his support for new policing. Affairs, Micheal Martin—is not now to
Essentially he was saying that, amongBut he was over-simplifying when sug- take place in Dublin C_astle and is in
most Irish people, who were more rather gested that the perpetrators wiraitors doubt. However, a special Congress ap-
than less connecting with their roots, theto Ireland’. Gerry Adams took a more peal to members on Gaza collected an
whole thing was a no-brainer. The propo-measured approach. amazing€s0,000.

sition was also opposed by Martin  Tpjs column suggested some time ago

Mansergh. Garland wasn'tamillionmiles that it was British policy to see a return to Look Up

from the truth when he sneeringly implied 5+state of nature’in Catholic areas in the Athol Book

that Mansergh’ it b - 01 BO0KS
at Mansergh's opposition was about ghsence of either IRA or acceptable (or

votes. Rejoining the Commonwealth eyen unacceptable) police patrols. In the on the Internet

‘_1_‘/_0U|d be a nc_)n-runnﬁr in the SOUt: Lower Falls this process began very
ipperary constituency he represents. Hegyickly and people, especially republi- www.athol k r
has stood in two elections there gettingcans, were being beaten up and shot on 4 .atholbooks.o 9

around 15% of the vote on each occasionyeqgular basis. The IRA, without ceremony, .
but being elected on transfers the secongyegan patrolling again, and the place You will find plenty to read,

time. quietened down. you can look over
A serious problem with this issue is | ate March was the first time in thirty the Catalogue,

that many Republicans,ofallpersuasions,years that this writer had been back to and

seem unable to deal with it and shy awaypa|lymurphy and the first time ever to order publications

from it. The fact is rejoining the Com- \whiterock and Turf Lodge. These are



http://www.atholbooks.org/

country that were created elsewhere. | enihan does not go far enough. And he

We played the game very well but should also look to cap the salaries of

Sh sooner or later the roulette ball was boundhigher civil servants. The last few years
OrtS to land on zero. And there are now emptyhave shown that there is no direct
apartments and office space around theorrelation between high salaries and

from IFSC. “gﬁ”¥ 0‘; ﬂ?e iObﬁ: WhtiCh wfere Tﬁ(t competence. Indeed, if there is a
ours In the Tirst place, have transterred 0relationship it might be an inverse one.
the Long Fellow Easten Europe. P J

The rules of the game have changedr,e BourceoisFicaTioN OF IRISH STATE

and Ireland will haVe to adapt. Abouttwentyyears ago t"leng Fe”ow
GAMBLING heard a description by a businessman of
. NATIONAL SeLF BELIEF _ an annual IBEC Conference in Killarney.
_I'm shocked, shocked thatthere TheLong Fellowhas always believed The latter spoke in contemptuous terms of
is gambling going on in here.” that politics must precede economics. Nothe higher Civil Servants who attended

economic policy will be successfulwithout and whose puritanism prevented them
the political will to implement it. In this  from joining in the champagne
country Social Partnership remains thecglebrations.

most effective way of implementing  The Long Fellowthought at the time
pOllcy. But in the current crisis we must that stern Repub”can Virtue was
also have self belief. We must believe in Something to be recommended within the
ourselves as anation especially since thergtate’s highest echelons. And it was the
are others who want us to fail. SenatorState of the 1980s—which was not a

Shane Ross recently described a meetingourgeois State—that created the Celtic
he had with some “City types” in London Tiger.

and gave a revealing picture of the view Byt about 10 years ago all of that
from across the water: changed. It was decided that people could
not be motivated by patriotism. And money

So said Captain Renault (played by
Claude Rains) the Vichy-appointed Prefect
of Police in the classic Hollywood Film
Casablanca. Of course Hishock” didn't
prevent him from collecting his winnings
before closing Rick’s café.

The Long Fellowgathers that Noel
Dempsey of Fianna Fail is shocked at the
gambling thatwent on in Anglo-Irish Bank
But the gambling was facilitatedrish
Permanent TSBansferred7.45 billion
to Anglo-Irish just before the latter's

financial year end and it notified the «_..the Brits are salivating at our dis- ;

Financial Regulator of the fact before if comfort. They are delighted to see the was Fhe measure of all things. Ther_efpre

did so. So,Anglo-Irish’s bluffing was swagger wiped off the backside of Ire- the higher civil servants had to have similar

State policy. land. Some of them see us as an upstart ~ Salaries to executives in the private sector.
And, of courseAnglo wasn't the only nation, a bit like how we perceive Anglo However, the new dispensation did not

Bank at it. In an interview with Eamon asabank. Too big forourboots. Richon ~ €oincide with greater prestige or an
Dunphy on Radio Eireann (21.3.09) the  thebackofa fantasy economy” (Sunday ~ increase inthe State’s responsibilities, but
retired Bank of IrelandChief Executive Independent, 1.3.09). the opposite. As Lenin would have
Michael Soden gave the following predicted it resulted in a subordination of
interesting statistics. In his time at the  They have never accepted our political the State to bourgeois interests. We had
bank (2001 to 2004) the assets of the bankndependence. And Haughey's decisionthe disastrous privatisation of Eircom; the
(i.e. its loans to customers) had increased© join the EMS [European Monetary Proliferation of private consultants feeding
from €85 billion to€100 billion. But  System) in 1979 without asking the Brits Off_ the State; the_ introduction of PUb.“C
from 2004 to 2008 the figure had jumped for permission was considered Private P_artn_ershlp schemes; the glorious
from €100 billion to€200 billion, The  unforgivable. Unfortunately, their HSE, which is accountable to no one.
bank was founded in the 1780s. So it tookSentiments are loudly echoed by the West And most recently, instead of a

over 200 years forittoreachits fi@100  Brit element in the Irish media. conscientious pioneer-pin-wearing civil
billion and another 4 years to reach its servant regulatlng_theflnanmal sector, we
second. LENIHAN AND LENIN had a highly paid “executive”who
Soden said that he had been very LenihanisnoLenin. And Leninwas no probably attends the same cocktail parties
anarchist! as the bankers he was supposed to be

impressed withAnglo-Irish’s financial _ ) o ,

up to congratulate him on the performance. Was by its nature oppressive and should beregulate” but to do as he was told.
Soden said th@&ank of Ireland executives  destroyed. Lenin, on the other hand,
spentalotof time analysing Anglo’s results thought that it should be used in the WHAT IS TO BE DONE? _
and concluded that it had a different Working class interest and that only its  The first thing to be done is that we
business model to Bank of Irelarithe  bourgeois character should be destroyedshould stop feeling sorry for ourselves.
latter, first of all. assessed a customer’s Lenin noticed that the Russian peasants/Ve (including the working class) did very
ability to repay; then hisvillingnessto ~ €xperienced the Tsarist State as arivell in the last twenty years. We have
repay; and examined cash flow projectionsOPPressive force because of the high taxegxperienced success and the society will
submitted by the loan applicasnglgon it imposed on them in order to fund the not tolerate failure now. It is true that we
the other hand, dispensed with such aligh salaries of senior civil servants. The are in the midst of a severe crisis but the
tedious process. It said to loan applicants:State paid these higher civil servants suctgame is not lost yet.
“You know your business better than us. Salaries so that they would have allifestyle And our crisis is less severe than some
Here's the moneylt appears th@ank of  Which would enable them to identify with would have us believe. It is true that the
Ireland moved closer to thenglomodel ~ the class which they served. Lenin's discredited Standard & Poor has
after 2004. solution was to pay all civil servants an downgraded our credit rating, but other
average worker’s salary. external commentators take a more benign
Like Captain Renault we as a nation Brian Lenihan thinks that Bankers’ Vview including J.P. Morganand the
collected our winnings when times were salaries should be capped@$00,000. Economist The Economistin an article
good. Back in the 1980s Charlie HaugheyAnd since the Banks have become(possibly written by Dan O’Brien) has
saw which way the world was heading dependent on the State, Lenihan iscommented that some of the opinions on
and set up a giant casino in the Dublin perfectly entitled to express an opinion on the Credit worthiness of the Irish State are
docks. And we brought jobs into the the matter. Thé.ong Fellowthinks that  based onwrong information. For example



the Government's Bank Guarantee coversirreparably. Anecdotal evidence suggeststhe £16 million pension payoff to RBS'’s
deposits worth between 2 and 3 timesthat the British-owned banks operating in former Chief Executive Fred Goodwin. It
GDP and not the 7 to 8 times quoted bythis country have taken amuch harder linelooks like the British Government
some commentators (who included on extending credit than their Irish orchestrated this controversy to distract
deposits in Foreign banks in the IFSC notcounterparts. It seems that the Irish Banksattention away from its massive bailout of
covered by the guarantee). are more amenable to State and sociaBank shareholders.

As theEconomistarticle pointed out, pressure. This is something that we in Ireland
the Irish State has a track record of ThelLongFellowbelieves thatthe Irish should beware of. An obsession with the
emerging from crises. However, if itis to State must retain a strategic interest in theletails of Fitzpatriclet alis in danger of
emerge fromthis crisis, the State will have financial sector in this country. He is swamping serious thinking about the
to reassert itself. It should regain control disappointed that the Government haspolitical options re: the Bank sector.
of ourinfrastructure. Serious consideration appointed Peter Bacon, a right wing
should be givento re-nationalising Eircom. ideologue, to look into the matter. A few American SoLuTIONS
The State should endeavour to preserveyears ago Bacon advocated a free market Thelong Fellows foreign network of
the skills that we have obtained over thesolution to the problem of house prices spies have told himthat the talk among big
last twenty years. That might mean even though the free market and manufacturing capitalistsinthe USAisto
investing in Irish private sector companies unregulated credit was the problem. create a new dollar linked to the gold
that have runinto cash flow problems, but  The Irish State should be very wary of standard. This raises the question of what
have a long term future. proposalsto create a “bad bank”. If abankto do with the old dollar. It appears that

The Long Fellow thinks that the State needs money that no private sectorinvestocountries holding billions of old dollars
should declare its confidence in the futurein their right mind would give it, there such as China will have a worthless asset.
by persisting with the National Plan. should be only two options: let the bank Perhaps the USA will pay a percentage of
However, it should take measures to fail or nationalise it with minimal or no the value.
minimise leakage from the economy. compensation to shareholders. Attempts This sounds like a nuclear option. It
Employment in projects should be by the banks to offload their bad debts onwould herald the end of Globalisation and
restricted to the Irish (including the “new to the State is a bad solution for the the beginning of Protectionism. All bets

Irish” who have settled here in recent taxpayer. would be off and the Americans would
years). An end should be put to cheap startagain. It's more radical than the Good
transient labour from foreign recruitment British SoLuTioNs Bank/Bad Bank model (where toxic debts

agencies. The EU is not in a position to We in Ireland should certainly not are isolated). Instead we have the Good

prevent such policies. If it objects, the followthe example of the Brits. The British Economy/Bad Economy model.

State should insist that the EU sanctionState has underwritten toxic debt to the TheLong Fellows Deep Throasays

the UK Governmentwhose weak currency tune of £600 billion!!!!! . Thisis ontop of that the thinking is that it would be a direct

has undermined our competitiveness. the billions it has already put up to re- “hit” to the vein. And nothing less is

capitalise their banks and its guarantee taequired to stimulate the economy.

THE FINANCIAL SECTOR depositors. It might never happen. If it does, you
The recent crisis shows the importance  Apart from theFinancial Timeghere  won't hear about it in théVall Street

of the financial sector. In Latvia the hasbeen verylittle commenton thiswithin Journaluntil after the event.

economy has been at the mercy ofthe British media. BBC’sNewsnight In today’s uncertain world no option

Scandinavian banks and has been damagegreferred to have a lengthy discussion ofcan be ruled out.

Gonagles, Tams, Morrison, Copens, Johrto his Grandchildren about a history degree

Obituary Neds, the Poots, the Farrens, John Phillipshe would say “why would you do that??

the Dunnaheys, the Barrs. “They're all You can just read the books in the
Bill Sharkey our tribe” he would say. evening!”. All his friends and family will

He would tell us of sitting at his knowthatany visit would be accompanied
Urris on the Inis Owen Peninsula on granny’s knee speaking Gaelic, the roaringoy perusal of the bookshelves and

January 22nd was a bleak and freezing  hearth, her shawl wrapped around him,liberation of material thought fit for further

place as family, friends and political sharing a bed with his beloved investigation.

comrades lowered the tricolour-draped  Grandmother. He would tellus of hisfirst  His second love affair was with a green

coffin of Irish Political Review Group

member Bill Sharkey into the ground. day at school, new shoes on feet seldonbicycle and with health restored this took

. . : . shod during the summer. He took them offhim off the Lecky road, away from
mgrt]et\r/]evrvael ?ggrgé%%tgihvge&i%i% rrirs"Zon and hid them under a bush as he crosse@akfield, up to Holly well and Grianan
Keith. Further tributes will be the fields from Pat Canny’s armed with and often back to Uris and other adventures
reproduced next month. his sod of turf. And after school returning, with his friend Charlie Hearn.
never finding the shoes, much to his Dad was part of a group of eleven-plus
| would like to start by thanking mother's disbelief. Maybe they're still boys at St.Columbs that included John
everyone for coming today, | know many there. He was a free and un-tameableHume, Joe Coulter, Willie Dean and Sean
have travelled great distances, from all spiritthen and so he was for the rest of hisFox. He finished top of his class. And
over the UK, Ireland and Europe. My Dad life. went on to Maynoth to start what would be
would have been proud and humb led. So a life-long passion for the study of all
why are we here in Urris chapel today? Then, to Derry. Where he began two things Celtic and Gaelic.
Our Dad, Bill, Billy's essence was always great love affairs. The first was with
here in Uris. In the rocks and stones of books. Many of his early years were spent The bright lights of Dublin lured him
Slodan, the top of Dunaff, the Carricks ill due to rheumatic fever, scarlet fever away and there he met, fell in love with
and big kunntunm, the gap, the pier, a and TB. This confined him to bed for and married my Mother. He also caused
storm coming in over Cathin, the fields of months at a time, books were his onlyhis first international incident when,
Micky Boyle’s. He found a magic in the €scape, he would have a love of readindollowing astudent night of excess, aduck
local names; the Joes, the Boyles, Mc for the rest of his life. Later when talking was enticed and lured from the famous



pond at Stephen’s Green and plucked,and here’s an extract from that letter:

cooked and eaten. Days later in thigh
Times areport asked what happenedto the
rare Emperor Duck given as a gift by
Chairmen Mao’s Chinese Embassy.
Knowing that he was wanted by the
Chinese Communist Party, | am unclear
astowhetheritwas at this pointhe decided
to become a Marxist.

Like many, emigration, exile and a life
in England followed. However he loved
London and was in the heart of it in the
Sixties. The Kinks lived upstairs, Soho
was 30 yards away. Great friends were
made and lifelong friendships were further
cemented with Frank Tormey, James
Daley, Frank McCauley, The Morans and
Dave Fennell to name but a few. So also
began a career in advertising and market
research. By the time he was in his late 30s
he was Managing Director of a big
American Advertising Agency in London.
But my Dad’s heart was never in it. With
his job he was presented with a state of the
art Bang and Olafson TV with a new
“remote control device”.

Thiswas sothat he could watch, analyse
and report the adverts as part of his job.
But, armed with the new invention of a
remote control, as soon as the adverts
appeared Dad would change the channel.
Many years later, living in Stoke Newing-
ton when his remote control had broken

“Whenthe cancerwas discovered inmy
lung some four years ago the Consultant
wrote to my G.P. saying that his patient
(me) could have as little as two months to
live. Well, I'm still here and while only a
fool would think “cured”, I am quite well
and keen to do something to confirm that
the intellect is supreme. Had I not got ill,
it had been my resolve to put into practice
a long held faith in what an t-Athair
Donnchadh O Floinn called the “Res
Gadelica”.

“Kinsale and Culloden Moor and their
linguistic sequellae are irreversible. | have
beenallowed to travel by air forovera year
now and lastyear [ was in the heartofevery
Irish Gaeltacht. Not once did I hear Gaelic
spoken in public .e.g. Post Office, hotel,
café, puborstreet. Gone, like the man from
my parish said “like snow offthe ditches™.
My view of the Res Gadelica is that the

“near in and far out”.

He was one of a kind, born in to Old
Ireland, living the exile life and now
returning to the soil that he loved and the
warmth of his childhood.

In his own words translated from a
Gaelic poem he wrote:
“What'll we do without the real Irish?
The children of Eibhir being dumped overseas
The Green Fields being stuffed with rubbish
From Malin Head to County Clare.
Farewell to the man who could cut turf!
Farewell to the man who could thatch a house!
Farewell to the man who could still the barley!
And a hundred farewells to my darling Ire-

land.”

And so from all of us farewell to you

Dad.

Gaelic language is our Sacred Language
as distinct from the English which is our
profane language; further, and analogously,
Ireland is our Promised Land. And conse-
quently that the texts in Old Irish are sa-
cred texts. Need we look past the “Lebor
Gabala Erenn” for our own “bible™? the
language must be preserved by scholars
and, Isay, “Niscolaire Gaeilge gan Sean-
Gaelig”. So there you have it, Professor!
Imagine my delight on looking around and
there itwas in Glasgow where I'm going to
live in a couple of months!™

Soatage 71 he was coming hometo h

he repaired it by strapping a long bamboobeloved Irish and Gaelic heritag_e. Bu
cane to it and using the cane to press thavhat of the man, all of you knew him ang
button and continue to blank out the @ number have said independerithe

adverts.

wasn't an easy man”My aunt Sathie

Later Dad would add Roofer, Social wonderfully described him like"aough-
Worker and Teacher to his list of jobs. edged stone on the shore which rub
Some may think this was a waste of talentagainst the other stones making each
but my father was a deeply un-material them smooth, complete and beautiful i
man, he didn’t measure himself by wealth themselves”

or status. For example in the 70s, when he
returned to Urris in a Daimler, within a

Someone wrote to me saying “may h

year chickens were being keptinit. Many Sit at the right hand side of Godind |

of you will know that four years ago my thought he might have to queue a littlg
Dad commenced a battle with cancer, hebefore getting close but if I know my
survived but lost a lung. My sister Sarah father he'll be looking for the queue for,
ensured from then on that he was kept/RISH Catholics and will certainly be
close by and forged a strong bond Oflooklng to getthere quicker than any othe
support and love which meant he was Catholics.

secure in always knowing; help and love )

were at hand. He was also given a new He had many virtues:

lease of life by the birth of two young * | gyalty to friends and family, he
Grandsons; Patrick and Niall, echoing the \yoyidn't have a bad word said.

pride he felt in the birth of his first two
grandchildren Liam and Hannah.

Latterly he moved to Glasgow with my
sister’s family and atthe age of 71 enrolled * Tremendous company and a Great
to doan Master's Degree in Celtic Studies. ~ Storyteller
He rediscovered the joy of learning and * Fantastic intellect
gained an outlet for his expertise in East* Generosity of Spirit
Ulster Gaelic. My Brother in-law described
my Dad’s university experience: it was We had always thought him in-
like having athird schoolboy in the house, destructible in nature, spirit and body. I
busy doing homework in the evening and the end the body gave out, but his spir
talking excitedly about what he had studied lives onin this room, through our memorie
during the day. He wrote to one of his of him, part of a sacred circle which

* Loving Father and Grandfather
* Pleasure in the smallest things

Obituary .
James O’Driscoll

“James O Driscoll: From Bowl-Play-
ing in his boyhood days along the roads
around Kilcrea Abbey, a dozen miles west
of Cork city, James (Jim) O’ Driscoll SC,
who has died aged 68, went on to become
a senior barrister and one of the most
popularmembers of the legal profession...

“In his legal capacity, his name was
mentioned in one ofthe mostcontroversial
academic and media debates of recent

jg times,namely asasignatory to anaffidavit
! relating to the Kilmichael Ambush of
1920.....His name was mentioned last year
in a critique of the controversial book 7he
IRA and its Enemies by Newfoundland
historian Peter Hart. Though it won the
Ewart-Biggs prize, the book was widely
criticised as depicting the War of Indepen-
dence as a sectarian conflict involving
h  ethnic cleansing. Included in the book was
a purported interview with Ned Young,
known as the last of “the boys of
Kilmichael”, the sole surviving veteran of
the Kilmichael Ambushin November 1920.
However, in an affidavit signed in 2007 by
O’ Driscoll, Ned’s son, John Young, stated
that his father had suffered a debilitating
stroke affecting speech and mobility prior
to the claimed interview. He also stated
that Hart did not interview his father.”
(Irish Times, March 21, 2009).
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Will this also serve as an obituary for Pfo-
fessor Hart's thesis about the War of Indepen-
dence in West Cork? We think it will unless e
can tell us, once and for all, who he inter-
viewed on 19 November 1989, 6 days after
Ned Young died.

It is not just us who are awaiting gn
answer to that question. So are the reafers
of History Irelandas Joost Augusteijn
poses the question in the current isgue
(March-April, 2009): “The serious
guestions over Hart's use of source
material which he has unfortunately tpo
lightly dismissed, are raised again herel. It

twould indeed be helpful if Hart gave| a
- systematic answered to these questio
And so say all of us. But we are not hold

Professors when applying for the courseincludes family friends, as he would sa

our breath.




there was an extraordinary dearth of Northern town she was living in—she
gualified economists in the Civil Service... was killed by a hit and run car accident.
o there was an untapped resource in Irish No one was ever brought to justice for her
cS ahora academia.” Garret Fitzgerald waded into death and her killer is still unknown. A
the issue and blamed the Minister of more decent Cork would never have had
Minister of State Martin Mansergh Finance, Brian Lenihan, TD, for not anythingto do withthe likes of Archer but
goes North for Economic Talent employing enough economists stating thatthis is now and that was then. But | want
when he was Taoiseach there were 17 anthe citizens of Cork who paid tribute to
L : L that had fallen to 3 a few years ago... Archer to remember a young vulnerable
&Ct'v't'esh Sf hlsk_fathetr_ Sir I{\“thIa'?h “And this has contributed significantly to Irish girl and then tell me yarns of being in
thzrzjiei}cr)%ist{rzgliaticl)I:]giﬁCtrlwvee ISI?)rltJrfloLr;IZvel our current ecpnomic difficulties”If 1 an English Lord’s company. o
his father, who had little real timefbrlrish was G_arret Flt_zgerald I WOUIdn,t be _ And -What about you Mln_lste_r of
cultural thought our tax-paid Minister reminding the Irish electorate of his term Education Batt O'Keefe? Gurning in the
: in office as it was so disastrous but thenEcho’s picture tribute and then to cap it

asked Nigel Dodds fdexperts from the : T Y T P
North’s Department of Financefl must there is nofear ofthe Irish Times reminding off—telling us that he is ‘ahuge lover of

Martin Mansergh continues the

have missed their last budget) accordingus of that. \Ig/le;rceg/ Fﬁfhzeorosg\;vo'lr'ﬁs(lizsvelnIrr(l,%eEz:th%ur
to the admiring article in The Irish Times Minister ofEducaﬁon ' '

(6th March, 2009). Nicholas Mansergh Cork and Lord Jeffrey Archer
was knighted for his war-work for Britain, The economy might be going down the .
he held thelrish post’ in the Ministry of  proverbial swanee but the great and theBarnardos and Fergus Finlay
Information and there is a record of him good of Cork city have been in a state of ~ Asthe advertisementsin the Irish media
bitching about his proposals for excitement not seen since well—away continue apace, Barnardos’ chiefexecutive
blackguarding Ireland via propaganda back when. Thomas Crosby Holdings paidtells us why “Investing in children is good
being continually blocked by the British [ ord Archer to attend a Black-tie Ball in business.’And he means every word of t.
legation in Dublin and in particular by Sir jtsimpressive headquartersin South Mall.In the article, he advocates that lobby
John Maffey and John Betjeman. InaveryBut who was to get the invites and of groups must put pressure on the
recent account of more espionage reportgourse pay for the pleasure of being in theGovernment for more money to be spent
by ‘Ell_zabeth Bowen to Winston presence of a true British Lord? That on poverty and its’ alleviation. Well no-
Churchill’ brought out by the Aubane question excited many of societies’ finest one can argue with that. But where does
Historical Society, Jack Lane reports that and it is rumoured that those who didn’t the money go to exactly? The media have
Manse_zrghfulml_na_ted agairfthedanger  make the grade exited the city and itsalmost hounded the Catholic Church out
of putting fresh_llfe into the Gaelic speaking environment claiming prior engagements of looking after children, or so they like to
movementwhich mustalways by its natureg|sewhere The next morning there was a pretend. Except for the likes of Father
be anti-British. It was agreed that this “preakfast to aid St. Laurence Cheshire Peter McVerry and Sister Stan and all the
danger existed but it was felt that while Home” at the Clarion Hotel and at the two other un-named nuns and priests who still
effective encouragement should beevents Lord Archer sold his new book work away at the coal face of poverty and
gvondeld stt)llperguglencoubragfmint\k/]vquld ‘Paths of Glory’ taking advantage education without fanfare.

e valuable” An In-a DOOK Which 1S commercially of the eejits present. In the i iok i
backed by Cambridge University and the |ocal paper the Evening Echo, (Crosbie 4 Q?OLJB"GJ}CK’rL”e?iZZﬁf}ﬂ?s‘ﬁvoéf;ﬁifggn’
UK State, there is again evidence showingowned) there were many pictures of our prothers have initiated a programme and
Nicholas Mansergh complaining at the elite grinning beside Lord Archer. Ted \yhile the media do not report on them, |
attitude of Maffey’s office becauSevery ~ Crosbie of the Examiner dynasty crowed now they are doing great things Théy
proposal put forward at this end is about how humbled Lord Archer was by have been out to Glenstal Abbéy the
torpedoed on the ground of policy at the |ife’s cruel blows offering an account of yomarket boarder's school and have
other”. (‘British Spies and Irish Rebels: his incarceration in gaol gbeing truly  optained the help of one of Ireland’s
British Intelligence and Ireland 1916- ingspirational”. foremost authorities on gardening—(and

%gggi?mgwaﬁaag&lﬁgnggﬁieg Z;%Sisﬁ Jeffrey Archer was a Tory MP and the incidentally agreat scholar on Irish history)
the Acknowledgements he thanks his ENlish papers make no bones about thé-ather Brian Murphy, osb. Father Brian’s
supervisors in Cambridge_Professorfactthatthlspartlcularunpleasantwheelergc’_:lrden is world-famous especially his
Christopher Andrew (Historian of M16) and deale_r had to leave I?arllament as a3ible-garden Wh'.Ch contains every plant
and Dr. Neville Wylie, and an earlier bankrupt in very murky circumstances. and flower mentioned in it, and he has
mentor in Dublin. Dr. R1ichard Aldous) But | remember his gaol time and there been advising the brothers about planting

Minister Martin Mansergh wrote to Wasanlrishtragic dimensiontot. Archer and giving seeds etc for their project with
Dodds*asking if | could have loan of an was caughtin atabloid p_aper_stlng,havmgthe estate children who—contrary to
expert from the Department of Finance got caught with a prostitute in a London reports—are not allingangs. The broth_ers
and Personnel and he wrote back and Saidh_otel. But in t_he faII-out_, Ar_cher got a survive on_whatl_ocal people/parents give
we could”Mansergh told BBC's Northern friendto alibi h|n_1 on the n|ght_|n question, Fhem despite terrlb!e_dlsad_vantages. T_here
Ireland*Hearts and Mindsprogramme. and so he won his action against the paperts no great advertising blitz or lobbying
The New National Public Procurement fqrsl_ander. Several years passed and thepublin for funds—they survive on what
Operation Unit‘will improve value for his friend retracted_ h.'S Version a_nd Archerthe_y can get _and can give. So what does
money outcomes from procurementas caught and jailed for perjury. The Chief Executive Finlay live on? Some-
through better purchasing and targeted prostitute in question was an Irish g|rl where betwee€100,20_0—€100,500 p.a.
savings“according to the Office of Public called Monica Coughlan and she was quiteBarnardos employ adirector of advocacy,
Works. This did not go down well with beautiful but oh so lost. The passing yearsMs Norah Gibbons and other professionals
our own experts as one can imagine. Brian 24 Not been kind to Ms Coughlan but who are all well paid. In fact, Barnardos
Lucey, associate professor of finance atc entually the tabloid paper tracked herreceives€13.5 million from statutory
Trinity, College, Dublin said thatwhile down and told her she was vindicated asSources l.e. our taxes—€9 million of this

i her original account now stood. Before from the HSE—every year. And these

It Is Time Monica came to London again from the payments constitute 62% and 42%




respectively of Barnardosincome. (Itmay Morgan Chase€£200,000 circafee for

have gone up since | obtained the

Foundation just weeks after the Israelis
seeach lecture in the US academic circuitbutchered defenceless men, women and

figures.) And how fare children now? and the “all-expenses paid internationalchildren in Gaza reveals a politician who
Well “20 youngsters died in care over a show-boating as the utterly ineffectual has been bought and sol@ll the above
six-year period’ Figures released by the (deliberately so) Quartet Middle East can be accessed in thighoenix 13th
Health Service Executive show that nine Envoy. The latter fees can tiressed up  March, 2009, who after a fallow period
of the deaths between 2000 and 2006 wereas payments from relatively independent,has begun real investigative journalism

due td‘medical issues’ Two were due to

if largely western oriented sources. But for the last while and is to be highly

death by suicide, two as a result of assaultfor this ‘peace’ envoy to take a million commended in these days of celebrity
two in road traffic accidents and “two dollars from a blatantly Zionist flotsam and jetsam.

drug-related deaths”.

propaganda outlet like the Dan David Julianne Herlihy.

Were thesedeaths flagged by
newspaper headlines as they should h
been? Were they what? In those headli
about “Catholic institutional abuse™—
tell me again how many deaths by negls
there were?

Tony Blair & Israeli Blood Money
As the Phoenix (13th March 2009)
reported there has been surprisingly lit
international attention to the news that t
former British Prime Minister has receive
$1 million award for“exceptional
leadership” from the Israeli Dan David
Foundation."The PR guff surrounding
this reward for Blair's shameless suppo
for virtually anything Israel inflicts on the
Palestinian people makes much of Blaif

peace initiative in Ireland and Kosovq.

But the reality is that Blair is being
rewarded for his long time support fg
Israel.” Blair, if we can still recall, is
supposed to be thepresentativeof the

Middle East Quartet. But thEhoenix
wants to probe the*Dan David

Foundation” and what a good job the
make of it. The foundation has it
headquarters in Tel Aviv University an
was founded by Dan David, a life lon
Zionist who joined the Zionist Movemer
aged 16 in his native Romania and wi

nve
nes

| The Poetry Of Neutral Ireland

Concluding a review ofEarth Voices Whispering: An Anthology of Irish War Poetsd.
Gerald Dawe, Blackstaff, Belfast 2008

In the first part of this review | showed promote Irish self-satisfaction. In
that Dawe’s anthology is misnamed, thatBeckett's view, what was much more
le his selection is biased, that many of thesignificant was how the French dealt with
he poems do not belong in this context andtheir own problems and how the Irish
d some of the inclusions are absurd, that altelated to them. He concludes (with a jolt)
sorts of issues are confused and that thby saying that Europe’s traditional culture
pro-war poet-propagandists of 1914-1918is in ruins, some other kind of culture will
are given a status they do not deservebe needed and he has some ideas about
There is little more to be added, except tgproducing it. But he’d never have known
take a brief look at thdrish war poetry’ about any of this in Ireland: it could only
of 1939-1945. have been learnt in France.
The fury and scorn in this piece of
Thefirst questionis: whereisit? Ulster, writing bring it alive — the indignation that
of course, provides some. But for thethe French are being given less respect
greater part of Ireland war poetry, in thethan their due. Beckett's misanthropy is
sense of poetry expressing involvementirless noticeable here than in his plays and
the war, seems to be non-existent. Kettlepovels. Nevertheless, there is something
Ledwidge, Gwynn, MacGill, MacGreevy about his script that is infuriating. The
—where are their successors? Had thgrose style he employs—that chilly, ironic,
Ireland that produced them disappearedformally lucid, supercilious rhetoric—is
One can show that a mainly Catholic,associated with the history of colonialism
rural, nationalist Ireland still existed; one in Ireland. It is a style that was mastered
can prove that men were still leaving it to by any number of public schoolboys (one
ho fight in Great Britain’s great wars. But finds it, for example, in the lengthy letter
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has since made millions in insta
photography. And while the foundatio
makes much of its criteria for awar
being based on academic excellefites

presence of such as former US Secret
of State Henry Kissinger{who was
memorably called a war criminal b
Jeremy Paxman, when the latter had |
power of course) on its board—Kissing
was ajoint founder, with David—indicat

a less innocent, non-academic agen
The foundation was created in 2000 wi
$100 million endowment from David
divides its awards into three categories
archaeology, performing arts and mater,
science—and also into past, present
future. However, in 2004, in what appe
to be a move into the political arena,
award for“present ... leadership was
made to Klaus Schwab, founder of t
World Economic Forum. (WEF)More

digging from the Phoenix found

controversy on Schwab regarding h
investments but nevertheless heis a trug
also of the Tel Aviv based Peres Cen
for Peace founded by Shimon Peres.

t their experience was untouched by poetryBomber Harris composed, when Churchill
second time round. Or else Gerald Daweprivately and briefly condemned the
s has failed to find their poems, and | think massacre at Dresden). This impersonal,
he must have searched hard. scornful style is a literary suit of armour;
Dawe’s anthology reveals this interest-you can launch severe attacks and then tell
ing fact, though the editor makes a valiantanyone who complains: “If the cap fits,
effortto conceal it. He drags in British war wear it!” | don’'t know whether Beckett
ft poets and naturalises them to make Iristexpected his targets to broadcast his attack
r war-poet substitutes. (See Part | of thison them. It's more interesting than most
review.) And being desperate anyhow tothings that he wrote, but what it's doing in
ainclude Samuel Beckett, he has the brighDawe’s book only Dawe might be able to
h idea of rounding off his poetic with a piece explain.
of Beckett's prose— his radio script on Dawe has found a few fine poems
the Irish Hospital at Saint-L6 in Normandy, inspired by World War Two, but (except
al which was commissioned by Radio forLouis MacNiece in particular) the poets
ndEireann but never actually broadcast. have other things in mind besides
rs It is often said that this was a codedcondemning those who did nottake partin
n attack on Irish neutrality, but if so the codethe carnage. Hiroshima inspired two
seems unnecessarily subtle. There’sambitious long poems, by Eoghan O
he another message which Beckett conveyd uairisc and Anthony Glavin; O Tuairisc’s
quite clearly. He doesn't hide his opinion Aifreann na Marbt{Mass for the Dead) is
that the people who had commissionedoutstanding. Brian Coffey8he Death of
is his scriptwere posturing frauds. Obviously Hector has surprising power. This is a
tedhey expected him to describe the work ofpoet who was impelled by the need to say
rethe Irish at the Hospital, the difficulties things. (Coffey’s poemisin sharp contrast
they faced, how they successfully over-to Michael Longley'sCeasefire also

Blair is in serious money according
thePhoenix€2m plus annual fee from J

o camethem, and so on; and thisinformatiorcomposed of thoughts on the death of
would then be used to boast and crow andHector, which is dominated by the poet’s



self-conscious posing.) The few short and bleeding and dying, as a result... NOythough this is home really, a place of warmth
lyrics that Francis Stuart composed in notof the activities of Bomber Command, = 4nq jight, ’
Berlin are slight compared to what Yeats but... of stray gunfire during Easter Week! ; 1,quse of artifice neither here nor there
did, but they too show an artist who made The poem is some sort of protest againsyanveen the patrician past and the egalitarian
art out of world war. the Ireland where Galvin finds himself. It future,

Much more than the actual World War, is incoherent. tempting one always to prolong one’s visit...
what left an impression on lIrish poetry  Even the Ulster contingent made some
was the experience of neutrality — not oftheirbest poems aboutneutrality. Louis  |n some ways Gerald Dawe has done
being in the war, staying out of the war, MacNiece’s memorabléNeutrality is,  the anthologist's real work. He has
though aware that at any moment oneamong other things, a lament for the lostcg|lected many poems which, while not
mightbe dragged unwillingly intoiit. From Ireland of Kettle, Gwynn and Ledwidge. peing war poetry in the normal sense, the
this point of view one could even make aIn a different vein, without bitterness, «yar poetry’ which Yeats explicitly
case for including Patrick Kavanagh. To there is Roy McFadden’s vivid description refysed to write, nonetheless do have
call anything he ever wrote a war poem of Dublin to Belfast: WartimeAnd Derek  something to say about war or wartime
would be downright absurd, but he doesMahon does a fascinating tour ofthe mind ang are well worth reading. This only
have a few neutrality poems.fipicand  of Elizabeth BowenIn the Shelbourne makes his idelogical bias and distortions
Beyond the Headlindwe defends hisown (Elizabeth Bowen, Nov. 1940) presentsy|| the more damnable. It is outrageous

personal neutrality: one isn’t obliged to be the ladyin situ that such poems should be made to serve

h in great wars in order . . i i
3‘32% ;oueq Togbia;urg ?‘e Cgucljg bteorgfhgyvhere at an Empire writing-table, | set down SUch a cause. One of the jewels is by
sour abou.t other peop),le’s neutraliyo my situation reports for the Dominions Office, Eg’:{‘;'s Stuart, thinking of Ireland in Berlin

; ; pen-sketches of MacEntee, James Dillon and )
tSh%C:,? éu?r%?%(gsgﬁ;%g;n svT';[k? oi?l;rclz)t/uglrlly the rest... Over you falls the sea light, festive yet pale,

condemning the neutral policy. (Why, | She does have some mixed feelingsAsthoughfromthetreeshung candles alightin

. ! o a gale
Y;O;Idjiréth%se?:lﬁinggcg:qu;;ﬁ t;e;[feoreg??abom what she’s doing: To fill with shadows your days, as the distant
e ; ; beat
factly reveals that neutrality was popular?) the Mata Hari of the austerity age, - ,
Tr>1/ere were young meLyWhOF\)N(fre jus% | feel like a traitor spying on my own past. ~ ©f \\I/Vvi\é?srr?!?retgf lonely width of many a
barely of military age by the time World Bare and grey and hung with berries of moun-

War Two ended and were feeling bad But who would she be a traitor to? She tain ash,

about not having gone to war, or hasahouse inNorth Cork, but nothing t p, ;i through ages with tited fields awash,
alternatively they felt bad about being do with the people there. Where is home?Steeped with your few lost lights in the long
expected to go to war as their fathers,England? She has a house in Gower St Ny ntic dark,

grandfathers, etc., had gone before themFOO; even England, though, the way thmgSSea-birds’ shelter, our shelter and ark.
though they themselves didn't actually &€ 9oing, may no longer have much to do (FromWe Have Kept the Faith: Poems
want to. Two of them, Anthony Cronin With her. But there’s still one bastion in a 1918-1992 Raven Arts Press 1992)
and Richard Murphy respectively, wrote corner of St. Stephen’s Green — her true ' !
interesting poems about it afterwards. home isthe Shelbourne Hotel John Minahane
Eavan Boland (b. 1944) has an exuberant

poem calledVe were Neutral in the Wa

it's about a woman in wartime who has The Irish who fOUght in the
quite other priorities besides war. . ..
. Spanish Civil War

The Corkman Patrick Galvinwas un

military age but he 5'9”99! on anyway nd an Adult Gallery talk on the 1938 Memorial Banner to the Irish International Brigaders who
served, we are told, "with Bombe&r gaye their lives in the Spanish Anti-Fascist War, giveMapus O'Riordan on 7th March
Command in the UK, Middle East ajd 2009 in the National Museum, Collins Barracks, at'S@diers and Chiefs Exhibition: the
Africa”. However, his wartime experienge Irish at War at Home and Abroad".

produced no poetry, or none that Daye |
feltable to print. Ofthe two poemsincludg¢d  Itis a great honour to be asked to give 1919—of the very First Dail Eireann to be
in the anthology, the shorter one is thethis talk on the Memorial Banner of the freely chosen by the Irish people in the
more successful. It expresses Galvip’'slrish Volunteers of the 15th International General Election of December 1918 and
feeling of being culturally torn. His fathgr Brigade, which is wonderfully displayed which, in turn, ratified the Irish Republic
had served in Indiawith the Royal Munster in the cabinet behind me. | will briefly proclaimed by the Easter Rising of 1916.
Fusiliers; his mother revered Pearse andletail the story of the Banner itself, before
Connolly. These two founded a family but proceedingtotalk aboutwhatitrepresents.  Fr. O'Flanagan had been called upon
remained, it seems, spiritually worlgs Enroutelwillmake adistinction between by Cathal Brugha to pronounce the opening
apart. In old age his father was a long¢ly memorialising and remembrance. If some prayer of that historic session, hailing him
man who used to walk by the banks of {hewould consider what | say about that as "the staunchest priest who ever lived in
Lee, talking to the swans and rememberjngdistinction a bit too harsh, perhaps I might Ireland". Michael O'Flanagan was required
the Ganges. then surprise you with another piece of to be even stauncher still in character two
information about one particular item in decades later, when in fact he was the one
the adjoining display cabinet, whose and only Irish priest prepared to support
provenance is not so clearly evident. the Spanish Republic and the Government
Only the rivers remain that had been freely chosen by the majority
Slow bleeding. This Memorial Banner was produced of the Spanish people in that country's
during the Spanish War itself, and unveiled General Election of 1936. O'Flanagan
In the other poem Galvin imagines the in 1938 by Father Michael O'Flanagan stood alone in the Church against an Irish
feelings of people living their ordinary (1876-1942). Earlier this year we Hierarchy that was unanimous in its
lives, quite uninvolved in war, whep commemorated the 90th anniversary of denunciation of the Spanish Republic.
suddenly they find themselves woundedthe opening sitting—on January 21st, Cardinal McRory went even further and

My mother wore green till she died
My father died with swans.




encouraged the Irish Fascist leader Eqi
O'Duffy to raise a Brigade of 700 to suppa
Franco's revolt against that Republic,
revolt that was backed to the hilt, bot
politically and militarily, by Nazi Germany
and Fascist Italy.

O'Duffy's Brigade lasted only six
months in Spain and suffered no mo
casualties than can be counted on t
fingers of both hands. On the other side B
the political divide, about 300 Irist
volunteered to serve in the ranks of tt #& : ;
International Brigades in defence of tr g i | RAW/O0SMADANNLS
Spanish Republic. As many as 60 of the 8 = - DEMOCRACY RAMEMBIRS WR SONS
laid down their lives, beginning with g e & -
Tommy Patten from the Co. May«
Gaeltacht of Achill Island, who was killec
defending Madrid in December 1936, ar &
ending with Dubliners Liam McGregoi
and Jack Nalty, who gave their livesont
Ebro front in September 1938, during thi
final combat engagement involving ths& 3
International Brigaders before they were
withdrawn a month later.

bearing the words—in Gaelic script— is precisely a reproduction of that same

This Memorial Banner was painted at connolly column XV brigada inter- Sim painting that is featured as a panel in
the back of Kelly's shopin Dublin's Amiens nacional The last such occasion onwhich this Banner, centred directly under the
Street. It was executed by a group of artit was used was exactly a fortnight ago, names of the dead and the memorial
students led by Maurice Cogan, acting14th February, for the 600-strong invocation"Democracy Remembers Her
under the supervision and according to thememorial procession through Dublin City Sons" This is not, however, a complete
design of the artistic daughter-of-the- centre to Liberty Hall, following behind list of all those who gave their lives in
house, Aida Kelly (1915-1979). Aida's the ashes of Bob Doyle (1916-2009), the Spain. Indeed, it contains the name of one
husband, Maurice MacGonigal, would verylastof Ireland's International Brigade Volunteer, presumed dead, who had gone

become aninternationally acclaimed artist. fighters. missing in action behind enemy lines on
Their son, Muiris Mac Conghail, became the Aragon front, butwho eventually made
a renowned documentary film maker, | do, however, know of at least two his way back to his own lines, fought

while his son, Fiach Mac Conghail, is occasions on which the larger Memorial again on the Ebro front—and lived to tell
currently Director of the Abbey Theatre. Banner was used for outside the tale.
The 1938 Irish International Brigade commemorations. The first was in
Memorial Banner has been on display November 1987, when | gave a lecture on  In the first row of this Banner you can
here in the Collins Barracks National Irish and Jewish Volunteersinthe Spanishsee that the second name is that of the
Museum since 2006, having been carefully Anti-Fascist War, as the Banner stood Reverend Robert Hilliard, introduced by
repaired and restored by Rachel Phelanbeside the Ark of the former synagogue of Christy Moore's songViva la Quince
Before that, it had been on display in thethe Irish Jewish Museum, located off the Brigada!" in the following manner:
Irish Labour History Society Museum. It Dublin street where | myself grew up and
is now on joint loan from that Museum near the childhood home of Irish Jewish o
and the International Brigade Memorial International Brigader Maurice Levitas "Bob Hilliard was a Church of Ireland pastor.
Trust, of which | am the Executive Member (1917-2001). The second occasion wasFrom Killarney across the Pyrenees he came.
for Ireland. By two pleasant but appropriate outside Liberty Hall in May 1991, as the From Derry came a brave young Christian
coincidences, the ILHS President who Memorial Plaque was unveiled to those  Brother. o _
authorised that loan, Brendan Byrne, isIrish who had given their lives in defence Side by side they fought and died in Spain.”
both a former Union colleague of mine in of the Spanish Republic, and as Maurice ) o )
SIPTU, Liberty Hall, and a nephew of Levitas read out the roll of honour. Beside him is the London-Jewish
International Brigader Eugene Downing volunteer Samuel Lee who chose to fight
(1913-2003), who fought side-by-side with  Six months later, in November 1991, In the ranks of the_lrlsh, although_he may
my own father Micheal O'Riordan (1917- the Memorial Banner was presented by!n fact have ha_d hls_ own connection here
2006) in the 1938 battle of the Ebro. my father to the Irish Labour History during part of his chlldhood,as_he had also
Society Museum, in a moving ceremony be€en known to some of his fellow-
It was my father who, on behalf of his atwhich the last Irish survivor of the 1937 Volunteers as "Dubliner David Levy".
fellow International Brigade veterans, had battle of Jarama, Peter O'Connor (1912-
been custodian of that Banner since the1999), also spoke. The family of Aida In the second row is the Co. Tyrone
1940s, preserving it in James Connolly Kelly was represented by her now deceasegboet, Charlie Donnelly, famous for the
House. Its awkward size and vulnerability brother, Arthur Kelly. Arthur had served very last words he is reputed to have
rendered it unsuitable for use in with me with me in Liberty Hall as an uttered before being shot:Even the
commemorative events. Instead, we use afficial of the ITGWU. So also did his Olives Are Bleeding!On the same line is
smaller banner made by Jer O'Leary, whichdaughter, my friend and SIPTU colleague Liam Tumilson of Belfast, formerly Billy,
| have brought along to show you, and Barbara, who is the owner of an original a one-time member of the Orange Order
which suitably consists of the red, yellow scene from that War painted by the world- before being persuaded of the need for
and purple flag of the Spanish Republic, famous Catalan Republican artist, Sim. It cross-community unity among workers



by the Communist Party of Ireland. In the Poppies or participated in British Legion for a British Legion agenda in Mayo.
fourth row is another Belfastman, Bill commemorations. Esther knew that the
Henry, a First World War veteran. In the twin personal tragediesin herliferesulted This all brings me to the need to
fifth row are Eamon McGrotty of Derry, from the deaths of both her husband andappreciate the difference between
the former Christian Brother referred to in her son in two very different wars. She memorialising and remembrance. |
Christy Moore's song, and Achill Islander fully concurred with Frank Ryan's remember with sorrow the name of John
Tommy Pattern. In the sixth row is John statement from Spain: "Our 50,000 who Sheehy, while rejecting the cause for which
O'Shea of Waterford—the man who camedied in the Great War were sacrificed his life was sacrificed. But | honour both
back from the dead! In the seventh row isuselessly; no life here is given in vain." the names on this International Brigade
Kit Conway, a Flying Column hero in his Memorial Banner and the cause for which
native Tipperary during our own War of  These were sentiments also shared byhey fought. The names of those Irishmen
Independence, and who would be killed in Achill Islander Tommy Patten. This who volunteered to either defend or attack
action in the February 1937 battle of former IRA volunteer had gone to Spain the Spanish Republic are indeed
Jarama as he commanded three separaiaspired by James Connolly. So also hadremembered here in the same adjoining
companies. As | wrote in some additional Bill Scott, one of the very first Irish display cabinet. But here there is nothing
verses in his honour that I've attached tolnternational Brigaders, whose Spanishresembling a Mayo sleight-of-hand. It is
the song "The Galtee Mountain Boy" identity card is on display here in the made perfectly clear beyond a shadow of
adjoining cabinet. Bill Scott hailed froma a doubt that those volunteers were on
"So _gathered here let's raise a cheer forradical Dublin Protestant working class opposite sides of the Spanish Anti-Fascist
Burncourt's native sons, ~_ traditionthat had previously seen his fatherWar, as they are on opposite sides of the
Jack Ryan and Michael Guerin defending with join the Irish Citizen Army and fight cabinet itself.
their guns S _alongside James Connolly in the GPO
The Rep;ulbllcha_nd Dail Eireann, the Irish gyring the 1916 Rising. It was not My family, in one way or another has
Firs?ﬁlot%z ?r:yog;:;/e Kit Conway, with John Armistice Day nor Remembrance Sundaybe_en responsible for all the International
Kearney and the Boys." ' that was commemorated by the Irish Brigade artefacts on display here: mygelf,
volunteers in Spain—not even by the on behalf of the IBMT, for the Memorial
And: World War One veterans among them— Banner itself; my son Neil for the Spanish
' but the anniversaries of Tone and Republican Army cap my father wore
"36 the year, defying fear, saw the SpanishConnolly. And that is why Father during the battle of the Ebro; my late

people vote O'Flanagan, when unveiling this Banner father himself, shortly before his death,
A Republic for the Rights of Man, but Franco in 1938, said of the Irish anti-Fascist deadfor the loan of Bill Scott's Catalan identity
would revolt. in Spain:'Their deed was as noble as that card.
Gernika ablaze from Hitler's planes, the Re- of the men of 1916".
public overthrown, On display on the opposite side of that
Despite the brave 15th Brigade, KitConwayto  Tommy Pattern is individually com- cabinet is the leather autograph book,
the fore.” memorated by a magnificent memorial on complete with the Nazi swastika among

his native island. He is collectively its embossed decorative insignia, of Tom
In the final line of the Banner's listyou commemorated with his comrades-in- Hyde of O'Duffy's Brigade. Hyde had
can see the name of Tommy Wood. Toarms both in this Memorial Banner and on followed the Blueshirt O'Duffy's political
again quote from Christy Moore's song: the Liberty Hall Memorial Plaque. Butthe trajectory all the way—from Fine Gael to
; o memory of the Republicanism he stoodthe unequivocally Fascist National
Tommy Wood, aged 17, died in Cordoba. ¢4 has'heen traduced by the addition lastCorporate Party. Tom Hyde has been one
With na Fianna he learned to hold his gun.  year of his name to the self-proclaimed of O'Duffy's few casualties in Spain—
From Dublin to the Villa del Rio Mayo Peace Park Memorial. Thisis notatbeing killed in a shootout with troops
Where he foughtand died beneath the Spanisfy|| a memorial to all Mayomen who died from their own Francoist side, a regiment
sun. in warfare, for it specifically excludes all of Canary Islanders, in what would
those Mayomen who gave their lives for nowadays be euphemistically categorised
their own country in the War of as "friendly fire".
Independence, as well as excluding Mayo's
Major John McBride, who had been Hisnephewand namesake, Tom Hyde,
executed in 1916 for his leadership in thehas been a friend of mine for almost forty
Easter Rising. The primary purpose of years, butviews his uncle as having fought
 that memorial is to honour not only the on the wrong side. Many of you will
Mayo lives uselessly sacrificed in the already have seen the historical Tom Hyde
Imperialist War of 1914-18 but also those on screen, without realising who he was.
Mayomen who served in America's But the next time you view the docu-
imperialist war against the National mentary film footage of the start of the
Liberation Front of Vietnam. Irish Civil War, as the Free State Army
opens up artillery fire on the Republican
Let there be no misunderstanding here.garrison in the Four Courts, you will now
| believe the British Legion has every know that the officer seen covering his
rightto honour its dead. | myself have felt ears was Tom Hyde.
a very definite sense of family sorrow as
| opened the Book of the Dead at the The loan source for Tom Hyde's
Liam McGregor's father had perished British War Memorial in Islandbridge to autograph book is left anonymous in this
when serving in the British Army during read the name of my grandfather's firstdisplay cabinet. It might otherwise have
World War One, but neither he nor his cousin John Sheehy, who was killed oncaused confusion! For | am its owner,
mother Esther—whom | had the honour the Somme Frontin 1918. Butthe name ofhaving been entrusted with it a decade ago
of knowing throughout the 1970s and up the Irish Republican Tommy Patten should by his nephew Tom. But when this
to her death in the 1980s—ever wore not have been so outrageously hijackedexhibition was first mooted, | had a

Before departing for Spain, Tommy
had left aletter for his mothéi:am going
to Spain to fight with the International
Column. | left a message to be delivered
on Sunday. We are going out to fight for
the working class. Itis not areligious war,
that is all propaganda. God Bless you.'
This Republican youth was a nephew of
Patrick Doyle, hanged by the British in
Mountjoy Jail in 1920, and not reburied in
Glasnevin cemetery until more than eight
decades later, along with Kevin Barry.
Two months after Patrick had been hanged,
his brother Seéan was killed in action—
during the War of Independence battle of
the Custom House.



problem of conscience. Having loand
the artefacts on the International Brigad
side, should | leave that autograph bo
from the Fascist side buried at home in
drawer, or should | allow Hyde's name

be remembered? | could not make suc
decision on my own. | felt my father ha
every entitlement to exercise a right

veto. It was, after all, his War! No sooné
had | raised the matter, however, than
response came unhesitatingly arn
unequivocally!'Put it on display. He was
probably the best of themFor my father

also remembered the role of Tom Hyde

an earlier stage of his life, one who had

served bravely in the East Cork IRA durin
the War of Independence.

| too honour Tom Hyde's role in ou
war, while deploring his role in Spain. Bu
like my father, | agree he should b
remembered. It is, however, Hyde
opponents, the men on this Internation

Brigade Memorial Banner whom | honou.
I will therefore conclude with a poem

which the late Arthur Kelly, brother of the
Banner's designer Aida Kelly Ma
Gonigal, composed and read out on t
occasion of its presentation to the Irig

Labour History Society Museumin 1991

We Will Remember Them

In memory of the Irish Brigade of the Spanis
Civil War

We read the names over and over

We read the names of places where so m
died

On arid plains and on the cold sierras

Visioned faces imaging before my eyes

And now they are dead and we are alive

And we cannot bring them back

The once warm and laughing faces dying

In too many far-off places

In defence of a cherished freedom

The brittled sun splinters into a million facet

Of bright pieces—each one glancing shaft
light

On lonely graves of our fallen comrades

In the said Iberian peninsula

This now a solemn vow a promise to those

Now silentimages that in their number we wi
rekindle and keep alight

The candle of freedom and liberty

The orange and lemon groves still blossom g
grow

The olives still bleed and we still hope

And not in vain for freedoms' light

We will not forget them

We will remember them.

Arthur Kelly [1917-2007]

We will indeed not only remember by
also honour their names by virtue of th
1938 Memorial Banner. Thank you fo
your attention.

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

a . .
o Irish Neutrality An Unpublished Letter

1@ The London local papers thtampstead & Highgate ExpreasdThe Camden New Journa
d failedto publish this letter. | targeted these two papers because of their non-critical attitude tq
bf Berlin Hanover Express theatre play about Irish neutrality during WW2. LaterGioardian
Br newspaper in London reviewed this play and gave it four stars out of five. They alsofailed to
nismy letter.

d The play concerns two Irish diplomats in wartime Germany. One wishes Germany to
order to avenge Britain’'s domination over Ireland for the past centuries. The other,
discovered the concentration camps, argues against this notion. He wonders how a count|

atheutral in such a war. Though it isn't stated outright, he is obviously pro-British. It seem

Ireland should not have a mind of her own but should go along with whatever big brother g

on the scene.

To the best of my knowledge the Irish Embassy in London failed to make any comment,
most other embassies here when their country is being insulted.

My letter begins:

g

Unfortunately Ireland is a country about which some people have no hesitation in m
badly researched and attimes illiterate statements. This malaise seems to affect a cong
number from university professors to the average citizen.

Berlin Hanover Expressy lan Kennedy Martin (Hampstead Theatre) was reviewed in
Camden New Journalnd theHampstead & Highgate Expre$s2 Feb) and is about Irish
neutrality during WW2. Kennedy has the idea that a country though neutral should hav
loyal to Churchill’'s Britain and in not being so must have been loyal to Hitler's Germa

It is asking a lot for a small country to be loyal to an empire which it had to throw off
great cost to itself during the years 1916 - 1921.

Atthe beginning of WW2 Ireland had two potential enemies—Britain and Germany. H
country could have invaded. Up to a quarter of a million US troops passed through the
Ireland during the war. It was feared south of the border that these troops would inV
Britain’s insistence.

It's got to be remembered that Switzerland, Sweden, Portugal, Spain, Norway, Icela
Turkey were also neutral. Iceland was invaded by Britain and marked on the map as h
It was later handed to the USA by its captors. Neutral Norway was next on the list for in
but the Germans got there first. Neutral Sweden of all the neutral countries had more tg
than anyone else—steel. It exported this mainly to Germany. If Britain had been succe
capturing Norway then it would be possible that Sweden was next on the list.

Yes, Eamon de Valera, then the prime minister of Ireland, did express his condolen
Hitler's death to the German Ambassador in Dublin. He also expressed condolences
death of Neville Chamberlain in 1940. He had more reason for doing this than being dipl
about Hitler's death—Chamberlain during his premiership had handed back the three
Treaty Ports to Ireland in 1938.

Winston Churchill on becoming prime minister criticised Chamberlain’s action. His
was to have Ireland on the British side despite Eamon de Valera’s wishes. Still, if Wi
Churchill had died at the end of the war, de Valera would no doubt have also expres:
condolences to the British Government. That is despite Churchill’s insulting speech
Ireland on the 8th of May, 1945 for Victory in Europe Day.

Today the Republic of Ireland is still basically neutral (with a few hiccups) though her
would like to see her properly in NATO and thus engaged totally in their dirty wars
example, in Afghanistan and Irag.

Atrophied thinking on Ireland’s WW2 neutrality harks back to the anti-Irish racist attit
that existed in post-war Britain.
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Wilson John Haire

LIVING IN GLASS HOUSES

1
Once more it is Irish Neutrality,
ndd fine punch ball for those who will encroach.
What other nation suffers this reproach
from warriors of incredulity.

2
You want to be like Switzerland, Turkey.
Of course Iceland tried that—we invaded.
Next Norway, except, Germany made it.
Salazar, Franco, our friends, though murky

Fight Germany cries the cruel empire. And so they won, riding the Russian bear.

An empire we cracked and watched it ooze Hitler was dead. Did democracy win
gore. when neutrality was a bigger sin.

Just forget history it is folklore. A small nation defied the hostile glare.

Join us or become a funeral pyre.
It was protocol at the embassy

of a nation in ashes and scorched earth.
But who hid colonies beneath her skirt
while moral rage fuelled her odyssey.

t You will get back the Six Counties said he.
is Chamberlain handed you the Treaty Ports
though his politics was kind of all-sorts,

r butterfly collar but without the V.

That high ground is forever occupied
The Taoiseach of the day wisely said no. with the weapons of war oversubscribed.

Past promises brought Ireland lots of woe.

Wilson John Haire (28.3.2009)
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and best practise are strictly adhered to—is tastefully exploited with small family
though | have seen parts of Spain andowned hotels, bistros and bars for the

Does Portugal and what has been done in soméocals enjoyed by the quieter, more
It places amounts to national vandalism.discerning tourists. (I am not talking

Stack Ireland is shooting itself in the proverbial obviously about the trash British/Irish
Up foot by over-protecting the environment drinking/binging/ places in the sun like

?  butis that the case witl such projects? Porto Banus etc.) In Ireland such tourism
Royal Dutch Shell has been very developments are objected to by those
fortunate in its dealing with our peoplewithgoodincomesfromelsewhere
government especially the Fianna Failin the economy, and who are mainly
Treason?  @nd Green parties. o objecting because of their holiday homes
Ireland has been raped and pillaged by Hownow_sallsthe Ship of State Minister and the_irvistas. Like the Iike_s of Neil
treasonous politicians and officials ever Of the Environment, and leader of the Jordan in Castletownbere which ended up
since Ireland joined the European Union. Green party—John Gormley? with no marina because he needed his
It has to be stopped now. Professor Joe _ ~ restful vista and then he went off to Italy!
Lee has shown thatin the ten years leading Shell to Sea is a small protest-group inBut the damage was done. All along the
up to Ireland's accession in 1973, the Irish® community torn apart by what is south coast of England, the west coast of
economy progressed at a faster rate thaff@PPening in Rossport, County Mayo. Scotland and the north coast of France,
in the ten years after accession. IrelandR0Yyal Dutch Shell have left the fertile there are towns and villages making a
had a vigorous agricultural sector, a Niger Deltawith the kind of environmental good living from tourism, particularly
vigorous fishing industry, an indigenous eco-d_amage that is a bitter Iegacy for_ |tsw_ater-related tourism in climates no
manufacturing industry and a food inhabitants. Some top world eco-SC|ent|stSd|fferentfromo_urchmate|nIreland.'l_'here
industry. Where has it all gone? It was €Stimate that the damage left by Shellare some glorious golden strands in East
mostly given away to other EU countries. Might never be rectified. Yet, here in Cork and West Waterford which deserve
Treasonous politicians and officials Ireland, the red-carpet was rolled out for to be known world-wide. (West-Cork is
negotiated away Ireland's fishing industry these same people. Secret deals with ouvery well known as is Kerry.) All the
on a promise that the farmers would pegovernment enabled S_heII to_keep_ a_\ll |tsstre'gches should be rezonedfora_lpproprlate
favoured. They were, initially, while the Profits and share nothing of its drilling - tourism development. And not just what
fishermen were mostly putoutofbusiness.W'th our peopleln other words, Shell gets _beneﬂts the Duke of Devonshlre and his
Then, when the EU had got hold of our to keep allour gas and other natural infamous "Magna Carta" claims. We—
fishing, the farmers also began to be put'€SOurces except the post-Shell cleanugthe people are entitled to these assets—we
out of business. The price of milk paid to Which is what the Rossport people will actually ownthemand allthatis needed is
the farmer has not increased in recenth@ve todealwith. Shell has shown no carepoliciesthat effectively enable the local
years. The Irish market is flooded with about Bog-slips. Even the ESB which hascommunities to develop tourism
cheeses and yoghurts from the UK, had several mishaps with _shppery t?ogSinfrastructures. The only difference isthat
Denmark, Germany, France, Italy and could have told_them that bringing a hlgh-_ our government has no long-term policy
others. Fruit and vegetables previously PreSSUre gas-pipe on shore from the sea inf using the assets we have got and what
grown in Ireland are now hugely imported @0 area full of boggy land is a time-bomb mighty “green”ones they are. This will
from other EU countries and from Nigeria, of catastrophic proportions. V\_/h(_an the little only be rectified by putting our nged _for a
New Zealand, China, Cyprus and South people say so, they are intimidated andMinistry for the Marine and Tourism into
Africa. The EU also has a favourable Punged into prison. Our great national areality and then making policies that pay
trading relationship with the Israeli State Media is complicity silent. Our little attention to this all-important area of our
and so stolen Palestinian fruits are democracy sneers at the kind of peopleeconomy.
rebranded and sold on #sroduce of that made this land theirs. And Minister
South Africa" Gormley—our Green leader pretends that
nothing is amissAs does local Minister BANKING FRAUDS

Irish farmers meanwhile are being paid ©' Culv and his merry co-horts. As does | egponsible and often downright
to "set aside” land and leave it fallow. FineGaelTDandleaderofthe Opposition orqoked bankers and para-bankers in the
Sugar-beet growing has been abolished—Mayo-man Enda Kenny. And all this in yga have caused the present recession.

it was a very valuable crop not only for the great Michael Davitt country. OK there may have been subsidiary causes
itself but as a part of the system of crop such as the Irish building far more houses
rotation giving the land more natural ~ "Break open your hearts and bleed.” ganq offices than were necessary and the
nutrients. The grants and compensation Chinese producing far more manufactured

monies being paid to farmers are a small And there is more. An endangered goods than the USA and others could pay
proportion of our valuable marine Species of bird was in the inconvenient for, But basically, it was all fuelled by
resources which were given away by ourhabit of nesting in large numbers on afictitious money. Money is a medium of
political ruling classes. Over-regulation cliff-face at Rossport. They were a exchange and a store of value. But the
has also damaged our tourism industry;beautiful sight locally and were much pankers invented unearned money.
restrictions on salmon and trout fishing Visited to be seen and marvelled at. ShellBjllions of US dollars were invented just
and on game shooting have badly damage@olved what they saw #éiseir problenby  as surely as if they were printing forged
that sector of tourism. Also the planning covering the whole extent of the cliff-face dollar notes.

restrictions on"Special Areas of With green netting, thus denying their

Conservation'imposed on us by the EU habitat to the nesting birds. Itis like this: If I sell your house, which
and our successive colluding governments I do notown, to athird party, there are then
have resulted in major tourism projects  Inthe UK, France, Italy, Spain etcetera, two houses in existence—the real house
being aborted or put on the long finger. every possible cove and harbour has itsyou live in and the fictional house | have
The other EU states have no problem withmarina for smallfishing boats and pleasurespld. In due course, the buyer of the
granting permission for major tourism boats—thus giving a boost to the local fictional house will want a real house
projects on their sea-coasts and in sceni¢conomy even in the most out-of-the-way delivered. And so | have to buy a real
mountain resorts provided special careplaces. Likewise, every beach and stranchouse identical to the one | purported to



sell, so that | can deliver it to the buyer. Sonow valued at less because the marketvhich were fictitious i.e. 'naked' as the
| buy your house at a lower price and handprice has fallen due to the market- lingo goes.
it over to the buyer. You are with me so far manipulation-effect of the transaction.
and you can see the snag. The address of Colin Peterson , the Chairman of the
the fictional house | sold in the first place  You may ask why should anyone who US House of Representatives has
will not be the address (i.e. the identity) of owns shares lend them even &temt"so  introduced a Bill which provides that all
the real house | delivered to the buyer.as to facilitatéshort selling" The answer "naked'CDS contracts—"naked" is where
Yes, to do this trick it is necessary to do it is they don't really. No one person ownsthe participants do not actually own the
without specifying the exact address atenough shares to move the market. Butunderlying loan or bond—be banned by
any stage of the transaction. Sounds'Pension Trust Funds'tlo own huge law. Aprocess which tHéinancial Times
crazy—doesn't it? Yes it does and it is. holdings of shares in nearly all public protests will wipe out"perhaps 80% of the
Furthermore it is regarded by society asquoted companies. Tidanagersof the  market". The FT calls the proposal absurd
dishonest and fraudulent to sell housesPension Trust Funds lent out the sharesand ridiculous with Colin Paterson as a
without owning them. under their management. A nomitrant" politician looking for populism and says
was received by the Pension Trust Fundthat"consenting adults should be left get
But that is exactly whashort sellers”  and, in my opinion, the Managers who did on with it"(Financial Times, 2nd February
do with shares:Short selling"is mostly  this unethical lending received a big 2009).
done by bankers, and by para-bankers anttickback—a bribe—for doing the lending
so-called "financiers"Every single share of pension assets. The problem is th&consenting adults"
in every single incorporated company has so beloved of the FT were not doing
its own individual number, i.e. its own  Thusthe values of Pension Trust Fundssomething in private on their own—they
distinct identity. fell and fell heavily. The fraud deprived were committing fraudulent acts in public
millions of workers of their pension funds. with our money and our pension funds.
The Stock Market will not accept a Sell
order fromyou or me unless we hand over  For example, the biggest pensionfunds  Will the Irish Minister for Finance or
our Share Certificate which identifies the in the world were the CALTRS and the Minister for Justice (we are dealing
exact shares we wish to sell. On the othetCALPERS in California, USA. Thesetwo with crime here) have the courage to
hand, the Stock Market will accept a Sell pension funds, holding teachers' and publidegislate effectively against short-sellers,
order from a bank or similar institution servants' funds lost a huge proportion of'naked" CDS traders and Derivative
without an identification of the exact their values because their managers 'lentraders? To tolerate further these criminal
shares to be sold. All the banker has to sayut' their enormous shareholdings in Stockacts does not stack up.
(electronically) isSell two million shares  Market shares to hedge-fund operators/
in General Motors'or perhaps "Sell five speculators. The hedge-fund operators
million shares in AIB" etc etc. without were outto make quick bucks and they did WHERE ARE THE AUDITORS?
identifying precisely which shares in not know where to stop and it ran out of  The Enron affair in the USA triggered
General Motors or AIB are to be sold. control. CALTRS and CALPERS hadbig a Jawsuit which eliminated the auditing
They don't even have to state that theyholdingsin Bank of Ireland and AIB shares company Arthur Anderson which sank
ownthe shares, and they know itis afraud,which were almost wiped outin value. ynder the weight of damages for
but itis a fraud which banking and stock-  And yet this criminal business of short- majpractice.
broking society has accepted and has beeselling is still supported by writers in the
perpetrating at least as far back as beforeyall Street Journadnd in theFinancial Auditors and Chartered Accountants
1929. Times Are they mad? No, they just want signed off on the Balance Sheets of
their stock broker friends to continue Companies such as Bank of Ireland, AIB,
It is a fraud the victims of which are making enormous commissions on theNorthern Rock and ABS etc etc. It has
legitimate shareholders such as innocentransactions which the out-lawing of now been conclusively shown by events
people like youand me and such as Pensiohedge-funds would abolish. that these Balance Sheets were false. The

Trust Funds. Debtors were hugely bad; the assets such

_ Another criminal activity supported by - as Credit Default Swaps were largely non-
Some Governments have triedto stampthe financial journals is the trade in existent, Contracts for Difference were

out the practice of "short sellingby  derivatives and credit default swaps. pure gambling and certainly notassets. To
making it illegal to sell shares not owned Derivatives dealing is purely gambling cap it all, there were truly massive loans
by the purported sellers. However, inthoseand should be controlled by Gambling given to directors, director's associates
jurisdictions where"short selling”is  Laws rather than Financial Service's Laws.and politicians which even the most
prohibited, the bankers and "financiers" While Stock Markets are rising, it is easy cursory audit must have revealed, and the
came up with another strategy which is enough to make money in Derivatives evidence is that this conduct was going on
fraudulent. They borrowed or "rented” which move up or down in multiples of for many years.
the shares which they wished to sell. Now, the underlying share prices. So that when
the whole purpose of such selling is to the short-sellers collapsed the share prices, The millions of Euros paid in bonuses
"short” the shares. That is, to put so manythe Derivatives based on shares fell inwere calculated on the basis of false audited
of a certain type of share up for sale thatmultiples tenfold. Incredibly, many banks accounts. So why is there a deafening
the price will fall and then the banker or permitted or even encouraged their traderssjjence about the auditors? And why did
“financier" buys shares and hands themto spend in Derivatives. Like gamblingon price Waterhouse Coopers get paid
back to the owner from whom the sold a'certainty' in the Grand National or in the €£12,500,000 for their work of auditing
shares were borrowed. The results of thiskentucky Derby. Why did the Financial the Bank of Ireland while KMPG got
transaction are: Regulator allow this? Ignorance? Not €8 500,000 for presumably similar work
_ _ _ likely. Complicity? Probably. Credit jn AIB? Why the extra€4 million for
(1) the banker/financier makes a profit Default Swaps (CDS) are all very well pwC? Both Banks are about the same
until unscrupulous and criminally sjze? It doesn't stack up/

(2) the owner/lender of the shares getsdishonest bankers and para-bankers started

back different shares than were lent andswapping Credit Default Guarantees Michael Stack



do with factual or conceptual adjustment
ofthe prevailing nationalist view of things
to practical realities in the years around
1970, | would be a revisionist. But that is
not what it is at all. And, if its great
concern was to figure out why things
turned out as they did in the North, taking
Joost Augusteijn reviewed the the encouragement of RTE, it finds real account of the salient political facts, with
Coolacreasebook for History Ireland life reacting against it with a force that it @ view to establishing a political position
He did what he could for RTE and the would be imprudent toignore, and it takes Which might reasonably be expected to
academic Establishment, but it appearsnotice of blackleg material. alleviate the conflict of communities there,
that he found the main things | would be a revisionist. But it wasn't.
indefensible—RTE's slant on the  Augusteijn is dismissive of the notion
Coolacrease killings and Peter Hart's of institutional revisionism, but suddenly | have heard it said that academic
handling of the Kilmichael Ambush. His in the last paragraph admits its existence:activity proper has nothing to do with
critical review therefore has the character"There certainly is an institutional what goes on 'out there’, in the vulgar
of apologetics in the bad sense—notin theresistance to a strong nationalist line of world of political activity. But that cannot
sense of Apologia Pro Vita Suautinthe  interpretation in academia"He does not by Augusteijn’s view because he says that
sense of defensive dialectics on the marginveflect on how strange it is that there the "revisionist writing” submerged
of the issue, which have the object of should be institutional resistance to nationalism in academia because of its
distracting attention fromthe issue proper. national interpretation in the academic "association with Provisional IRA
Much of Augusteijn's criticism of the podies of a state which owes its existenceactivity". | cannot see how that can be

Historians

continued

History Ireland on Coolacrease

book is the kind that in English aesthetic to strong nationalism.

circles used to be called "precioud’et's
call it finicky. Like this:

"The successful refutation of the cen-
tral tenet of the RTE documentary does
not, however, make it a good book."

| would have thought that a book
produced for the purpose of refuting a
position asserted by the state broadcaster,
in a programme put out to the millions,
which actually did refute it, would be
judged a good book according to the critical
standard applicable to such a publication.
Butno, itis notagood book, becauibe
various contributions are quite uneven,
there is repetitive information, the
referencing is sometimesinadequat.
And yet it hit the nail on the head, which
was its object.

Ifitis a bad book in so many ways, if it
offends painfully against academic
standards, why is it noticed at all by a
revisionist academic in an academic
publication whose bias has been
revisionist—necessarily so in a magazine
which depends largely on academic

made to mean anything but that acader_nia
But the institutional resistance of respondedtothe Provocampaign by going

academia is not only to nationalist anti-nationalist. Revisionism therefore is
interpretation. Consider the following:

political, and so is academia.

But what effect of any kind did the anti-
nationalist politics of revisionistacademia
have on the actual conflict in the North?
None that | saw. And | was a very close
observer of it all, within the battlefield in
long been dominant but is now widely West Belfast, ffor." _the_ Iate_19603 o the
challenged by a nationalist interpreta- €21y 1990s. Revisionism simply did not
tion which always remained alive but 2ddress the actual experience of life inthe
had become submerged in public, largely Catholic community under the ‘Northern
owing toits association with Provisional Ireland state’, and ithad nothing to say that
IRA activity. made anybody sit up and listen outside its

"What all of this does show is the own funded conclaves up at Queen's, and
depth of feeling among republicans over Balmoral, or away onretreat at Corrymeela
the fact that their views are under-repre-on Fair Head.
sented in the public arena. Forthattobe Itbeing conceded thatacademic activity
remedied, however, they will have to is not sealed off from politics, it seems to
accept that there are people with a differ-me that revisionism in Universities was
ent political frame of reference who not to any degree an objective analytical
interpret the past through their own blink- response to the Northern war conducted
ers. by the Universities out of a concern to
understand how it came about and to
remedy the situation, but was a response
cultivated in the Irish Universities by the

"The book... can be seen as an ex-
pression of an upsurge in the conflict
between two interpretations of the na-
tional past. In academic writing the so-
called revisionist approach has indeed

This is mere garbage.

The Coolacreasebook includes

patronage. (I do not know if it is also contributions from Republicans and from academic dimension of the British state
voluntarily so in accordance with the will People who notoriously are not Which used the Northern war as a device
of the Editor, who was once a fierce Republicans, or nationalists of any kind, for break_lng up the historical
revolutionary, but it is not unknown for and who were denounced because of thagnderstanding of the South.

fierce revolutionaries to tame themselves.)back in 1969 when the whole
business started up in earnest.

Northern . o
| was not Provisional Republicanism arose very

The book was not a contribution to denounced by the Provos, with whom | suddenly in 1969-70. It arose out of the

academic discussion—by an act of faith | had a reasonably based disagreement igxtraordinary—the unique—conditions of
will suppose that there is such a thing. ItBelfast as they were coming into being in life of the Northern Catholic community
could not be because most of thethe Winter of 1969-70. The irrational in the British state. The Catholic com-
contributors are not academics—they aredenunciations that | recall came from Munity was subjected to routine
not paid by academic authority in the members of Fine Gael, the Labour Party,harassment by a Protestant devolved
history, politics or sociology departments the SDLP as it was coming into being, andGovernment, under the sovereignty of
of institutional academic life. Academia the Official Republicans, particularly Westminster, and was deprived of the
is in this respect a closed shop of the kindEoghan Harris. And the Lynchites in Possibility of democratic response in the
that the working class used to have butFianna Fail, who had to be very careful Politics of the state. That routine of
now only the middle classes have. Thealways to present their nationalist undemocratic government broke down
academic closed shop discouragescredentials. And of course by Professorunder the Protestant pogrom of August
blacklegging. It conducts its affairs the Lord Bew as he became a Stickie, whol969. Jack Lynch's inflammatory speech
autonomously as if real life did not exist. told me | was licking Unionist arses. of mid-Augustand Cathal Goulding's press
But now, having over-reached itself with  If what calls itself revisionism had to release that he was deploying his non-



existent Belfast Brigade were marginal intellectual process—or the emotive ceased to operate in the 6 Counties. The
influences precipitating the event, but the psychology—through which nationalist major institutions have always been
essence of it lay in the way the North waslreland in its non-Provo dimension was British, administered by the Imperial Civil
governed within the British state. made to accept responsibility for the Service. There was also a devolved civil
| know this because | was there, andNorthern mayhem, and exonerate Britain,service. And Catholics were well aware
because | was trying to head events in a&even while keeping up the traditional of the difference between the two.
different direction. | succeeded with indictment of Britain. (That was Jack  There wasinthe mid-1960s, in the time
relation to a number of individuals, but Lynch.) of the egregious Capt. O'Neill, amovement
obviously | failed with relation to the vast within Ulster Unionism to assert Dominion
majority. The point here is that, in the  Inorderto sustainthe position | took up status—or an opinion that the status of
actual situation from which it all began, | in 1969 against all the fervour of the Northern Ireland was that of a Dominion,
and those with whom | was associated hadl970s, | had to take democracy in earnestather than an integral part of Britain with
a very different view of things even then as a historical category and have donea devolved Government subject to
from the view attributed collectively by with populist sloganising. | concluded Westminster. It was a fantasy trip. In
Augusteijn to the producers of the that the North was an undemocratically 1972 the Stormont system was abolished
Coolacreaséook. governed part of the British state and thatby a stroke of a pen in Whitehall. William
In 1972 we organised a demonstrationthe war came about because of that factCraig said that that stroke of a pen was
at the Foreign Affairs building in Dublin, My remedy was to try to make it a unconstitutional. Butthere is actually no
demanding the repeal of Articles 2 & 3 of democratically governed part of the state.British Constitution under which he might
the Constitution which asserted Consideration of this feature of the prosecutethe Government. The only actual
sovereignty over the North. David situation is taboo for revisionists. British Constitution is the will of the
Morrison, Eamon O'Kane and some others  The policy | proposed for dealing with majority in Parliament at any particular
spent some time in Mountjoy because ofthis state of affairs was that the North moment. The rest is window dressing.
it. There was little or no academic or should be brought within the democratic  Craig, finding that his doctrinaire legal
popular support. Articles 2 & 3remained political system of the state, so that it quibbling was a waste of breath under the
in place for a further quarter of a century might become possible for people from sovereignty of Parliament, went on the
before being amended by the spuriousboth communitiesto acttogetherin partiesstreets and launched a kind of Fascist
‘all-Ireland’ vote of 1998. Ifthey had been based on social issues relative to themovement, Vanguard, in an effort to
repealedin 1972 for the purpose of puttinggoverning of the state, instead of grinding constitute Northern Ireland into something
relations with the Unionists on new ground against each other in communal blocsresembling a state. Under the immediate
something might have followed from it. outside the politics of the state. impact of the abolition of Stormont there
That was our case. Their eventual repeal The fact that the electors in the Six was enough disgruntlementin the Unionist
passed almost unnoticed. It did nothing toCounties are excluded from the democraticcommunity to enable Craig to put on a bit
alleviate the intensification of communal political system by which the state that of a showing. For a couple of months in
antagonism precipitated by the Good holdsthemisgovernedisindisputable. Atcentral Belfast one felt, this must be what
Friday Agreement. least | have never seen it disputed. But itit was like in Berlin in the early 1930s.
is a fact which cannot be stated in The affair culminated in a mass rally at
The Northern war arose out of Northern revisionist literature. At least it is a fact Ormeau Park at which ambitious threats
conditions and was sustained by themwhich | have never seen mentioned by awere made, and David Trimble came into
from 1970 to the mid 1990s. A basic revisionist writer—and it is such an prominence for the first time. But Jim
change of attitude on the part of the obvious fact that the reason it is not Molyneux and the Rev. Martin Smyth
Southern regime, signified by a repeal of mentioned cannot be that itis not seen. Itheld the bulk of the Unionist Party and the
the sovereignty claim, was a necessaryis as if the revisionist Politburo had issued Orange Order to the old line. Craig's
precondition of Dublin getting a hearing a decree on the matter and enforced itmovement petered out. And that was the
amongst Ulster Unionists. No more than through the patronage system it controls.rise and fall of the Northern Ireland State.
that. ButLynch, C.C. O'Brien eti@fused It is a fact which has unacceptable A quarter of a century later all that was
to contemplate a repeal of Articles 2 & 3. implications for right-thinking people. It forgotten, and budding intellectuals in
And they they were somehow persuadedimplies that ever since Partition the Six Southern Universities began to be
that the responsibility for the mayhem in Counties have been an undemocraticallyindoctrinated with the pre-emptive notion
the North lay with Articles 2 & 3, or with  governed region of the British state. And, that Northern Ireland is a state—an Irish
the way history was taught in the South, if that is allowed to be said, the thought state—lest it should occur to them that
rather than with the way the British state will not be far behind that it has something Britain must bear the main responsibility
chose to govern the Six Counties. to do do with the persistence of the IRA. for the mess that was made of this region
But, although the fact cannot be of its state.
FitzGerald and O'Brien refused to budge mentioned, it seems to me that it has been
on Articles 2 & 3in the Spring of 1974 and considered by the Politburo, because Itis now said that the revisionists were
the Sunningdale arrangement fell beforeAugusteijn's Trinity mentor, Professor inspired to write as they did by the Provo
the Unionist General Strike in May. (And Fitzpatrick (from Australia) came up with  War in the North. But what did they do to
yet again we put ourselves out of courta kind of counter to it: that Northern deter people from supporting the Provos?
with nationalist Ireland by going along to Ireland is not an undemocratic enclave inNothing. They supplied no alternative
a Labour History Society Conference the British state, but is itself a state. (Seeaccount of things, relative to actual
being held at Queen's University and the Preface to The Two Ireland@xford  Catholic experience in the North, which
pointing out that, while they mulled over 1998.) And of course, ifitis itself a state, might have encouraged some different
Sinn Fein strikes of 1920, there was anit is meaningless to describe it as beingcourse. They simply did not address the
actual General Strike going on all around excluded from the democracy of anotherparticularity of the North. And the few

which they didn't seem to notice.) |think state. things | noticed them saying were so bereft
that was the last time that Articles 2 & 3 of sense that | could imagine people being
were of any practical significance to  Northern Ireland is not and never has driven towards the Provos by them.
Northern politics. been a state. The apparatus of the British Their object was obviously to erode all

| do not pretend to understand the state (usually referred to as Imperial) nevercoherent understanding of the historical



developmentthough which anindependentnot bother to read it before reviewing it?  Coolacreasevas produced in refutation
state came into being in the South. of history fabricated in the service of
Augusteijn published a big book on  Augusteijn seems to agree that thepolicy because the fabrication was false.
that period in 1994;rom Public Defiance  source of legitimate governmentin Ireland People holding very different positions
To Guerilla War The 1918 Election does in 1919-21 was Imperial, not democratic, collaborated in proving that it was false.
not appear in it as a definite event with and that legitimacy came to nationalist Augusteijn cannot defend it as being true.
consequences. It is only mentioned inlreland only on 6th December 1921 when But neither can he acknowledge that the
passing, as if it was self-evidently of no the Treaty delegates complied with the publisher is the notoriously ‘two-nationist'
particular significance. But it seems itis British ultimatum under threat of etc. Aubane Historical Society. In order
no longer possible to slide around it like immediate and terrible war. His use of to be able to say anything about it, he must
that. Here is what he says in thelanguage in his major book certainly pretend itis what it is not. Minds shaped
Coolacreasarticle, continuing from the carries that message. by the Revisionist Politburo cannot cope
guotation given above: The Coolacreaséook certainly does with much reality.
not say what Augusteijn implies. In fact, Brendan Clifford
it dwells on the issue of the source of PS
legitimacy—Imperial or democratic. | assume the reader is familiar with the
their own blinkers as we all do. Insisting I _d_o not _recall that in a sectio_n on red-herring abou_t Sinn Fein _onIy getting
. ; Legitimacy in his major book he listed 48% of the vote in 1918. This happened
on the debatable interpretation of the . . 2 . ;
War of Independence as a struggle be_m;ernatlonal recognition as the crucial because there was no vote in a quarter of
tween a democratically elected govern- thing. Perhaps he_was th_en more aware ofhe seats because the Home_RuIe Party
ment and imperialist power as a basis ofWhat the international situation was in refused to contest the_m, knowing that its
addressing the rights and wrongs of ac-January 1919, and has now forgotten it.supporthad collapsedinthem. Inanumber
tions in the past does not work. The The victorious Entente Powers were of those seats the collapse of the
1918 election victory of Sinn Fein does forming the League of Nations at Redmondite vote was not a sudden
not necessarily constitute a legal basisVersailles. The defeated states wereconsequence of the Conscription crisis,
for such a view. Despite the landslide excluded. Greece, invaded and conquereRedmond already having lost the Cork
victory, less than 48% of those voting by the Entente in 1916 was present in thecity and county seats in 1910 to a
supported Sinn Fein. The victory was form of a puppet Government. India was movement of protest against the Catholic
not a mandate for the use of force, nor sort of present in the form of the British sectarian element he had introduced into
can it retrospectively justify the 1916 Government. A whole raft of states in Home Rule politics. That is another thing
Rising. Itis certainly possible to assume South America had been intimidated into that the Revisionist Politouro does not
that a majority of the people voted for declaring war on Germany so that they allow to be mentioned.
Sinn Fein, but not by arguing that un- would be morally implicated in the
cpntested seatswereanormal feature o ytcome. The world was in principl
lns"t}k?(leeg(s):e?:cgztfov%([e?taérthe Dailgov constituted into an integral whole, but|a
crment csabished i 1915 coid bo nerarcrical one nuhichBran bade | Rejoining The
seen as legitimate hinges on one’s defi- 4 oo nsisted of alarge variety of statds, COmMmMmonwealth?
nition of the people. The writers here ach with its own foreian policv. Each df
assume that thee was always a separat . gn poiicy. .
Irish nation encompassing the island of em mlght_take the_ decision to recognige
Ireland. Therefore even elections held & d_eclaratlon of mdc_apendence by |a . . .
in the context of the UK can be seen asParticular peop_le as Iegltlmate. But, whén | wonder if the signatories of the recent
Irish elections. A legitimate govern- the elected Dail declared Irish indepenp-letter calling on Ireland to rejoin the
ment, however, is not just made up of a€nce, the world, gathered at Versaillgs, Commonwealth (Irish Times 23-3-09) can
majority of people in some self-defined Was living through a delusion of unity find any place for the Irish Republic in
area wanting to be independent. If so, manipulated by Britain and under a Britigh their pluralist vision for Ireland. It has
there would be a lot more states on thisveto. International recognition meanmt proven to be one of the most robust
globe. Republicans never accepted aadmissionto Versailles, and Britain deni¢d democracies of modern times and a model
separate Ulster despite the fact that aall of its possessions the right of appeal|toexample of what a UN-member country
majority of the electorate there voted for Versailles. Some unelected coteries werecan achieve in terms of moral leadership.
it. The recent declaration of indepen- admitted and were given 'nation stat¢s'We have a long proud tradition of UN-
dence of Abkhazia and South Ossetiathat were unviable (eg, Yugoslavia, peacekeeping that makes our soldiers
shows that recognition by the interna- Czechoslovakia). The Government welcome as saviours rather than invaders
tional community is a central elementin elected by the Irish was excluded. around the world. That we currently suffer
the debate on legitimacy, and in interna- from a leadership keen to squander that
tional law the Irish state was created by At the end of the Great War fof moral lead in its failure to object to the
the 1921 Treaty and notthrough the vote pemqcracy and the Rights of Nations,|aShannon overflights and Iraq War does
n 1918... world body subject to Imperial authority notyetseriously detractfrom that carefully
As for the conduct of the Pearsons: was established and it conferred ¢rnurtured Iegacy.
withheld legitimacy according to Imperig| In comparison the Commonwealth can
expediency. Coolacreaseposed the| make no such boast. Where were the
question, Either/Or. Augusteijn made the protests over the war in Iraq or Israel’s
de facto choice of Empire as againstattack on Gaza from its members? Would
Democracy as the source of legitimady. Commonwealth membership really give
As an operative in revisionist academialinus such a strong voice in world affairs?
Did theCoolacreaséook really deny Ireland with a career to make, he could floEven when we were part of the UK body
that the Persons saw themselves as actingothing else. He has now made thatpolitic we found our vote was simply
in support of the legitimate Government, choice explicit—even though it seemn)s ignored when it didn't suit Westminster,
whose legitimacy was Imperial, against a that he has now left Irish academia and isas in 1918.
rebellious democracy? Did Augusteijn employed by the University of Leiden. In fact the organisations which Britain

"...they will have to accept that there
are people with a different frame of
reference who interpret the past through

Letter Submitted to Irish Times on 26th
March which failed to find publication

"They did not see the situation as a
war but as a rebellion against the legiti-
mate government, and actions against
the IRA... were therefore fully justified
in their eyes..."




has established since the decline of itsthan a return of the United Kingdor
Empire have had but one purpose—toThey could justas easily become memh
maintain British primacy in the absence of of the Irish Republic if reconciliation wa
Imperial power. That is the principal their main concern.
purpose of the Commonwealth, and was
the motive for establishing the failed EFTA te:
[European Free_Tra_de As_so_(tlatlon]_, aS 8The letter referred to was signed in their
bulwark to maintain Britain’s prime personal capacity by: Roy Garland, Prof.
position in a Europe that was moving on Geoffrey Roberts, Bruce Arnold, lan
without it. Beamish, David Burnside MLA, Robin

It is a waste of time for Ireland to join Bury, Ann Carr, David Christopher, Liam
such an anachronistic association as th&arke, Dr. Brian Crowe, Prof. Brice

. ickson, R. E. Edwards, Gerald Fitzgerald
Commonwealth. We might as well resur- George Fleming, David Ford MLA, Sen.

rectand join the Hanseatic League. Theregoghan Harris, Prof. Liam Kennedy, Steven
is already an organisation which was McColl, R. B. McDowell, Pamela

founded to promote peace and democracyMcMillen, Pierce Martin, Aidan O'Hara,
called the United Nations, if it could just Roderick W. Oliver, Simon Partridge, Daw
be made to work properly. Our energies EUW'E g/_ILA, LordDRaE’;.ﬁ' S\thstlbbett,
would be better invested to this end. Norsfnrjth' 'Il'grﬁ);osr;énrzéy,l 3 amts{oriyesilly
will Commonwealth membership go far t4te MBE, David S.C. Thompson, Jerry
enough to achieve reconciliation with walsh. C/o Dept. of History UCC.

unionists, who won't be satisfied with less www.Ireland and the commonwealth.com

N. or thereabouts. QED.

ers To give an idea of the absurdity of the

s official 1841 figure let's look at some
background and earlier attempts at

Nick Folley [ counting the population.

Thomas Reid visited Ireland in 1822.
He was a most serious and competent
individual, amember ofthe Royal College
of Surgeons and much travelled. He was
perplexed as to why Ireland was not
benefiting from the virtues of the Union
and not becoming more like the rest of the
UK. It was self-evident to him that this
should be happening. He was a most
inquisitive individual. He would go into
cabins and hovels to find out what was
going on. Often at some risk to himself.

One of the first things that struck him
was how difficult it was to establish how
many people actually lived in these places.

"It would scarcely be imagined by
any one who has not tried the experi-
ment, how difficult it is to ascertain the
population of Ireland. There exists
among the peasantry an unconquerable
aversion to tell the exact number of
which their families consist, and in nine
cases out of ten they represent it under
the truth. On what grounds this preju-
dice exists | am not able to explain; but
| had ample experience of the fact."

o

Figuring Out The Famine

We will have the first annual Famine in their unmarked graves that they did
Memorial day this year on 17th May. A great things wher&hey travelled: Soon
very good idea. Let's hope it achievesthey might well be described as having
something useful. Let's hope it achievesbeen tourists to distant climes or our first
more than last year: globalisers by Government Ministers.

"The National Famine Commemora- ) .
tion Day was held on May 25th lastyear _ Could | suggest one simple task to Mr. So being the type of man not to be

when an official reception was hosted at Curran to justify a commemoration this defeated by such a task he embarked on a

the Custom House in Dublin by Minister year—find out how many actually died? project to count the population in 1822.

of State at the Department of Commu- Thatwould make itan unique commemor- He set up an extensive project with
nity Affairs John Curran, who also spoke ation. It would also be a historic achieve- relations and friends to do itand published
atyesterday's press conference. The fail-ment. Despite all the brouhaha about theit with a breakdown by County, number of
ure of the potato crop during the 1840s eventthat simple factis notyet establishedhouses and number of Catholics and
was a transforming event in Ireland and with clarity and certainty and surely it is Protestants. It came to 7, 855,6086.
no other event in our history can be an insult to the memory of the dead if we  Mr. Reid published this but he did not
likened to it for either its immediate do noteven take the trouble to count thembelieve it. Being a gentleman,he would
impact or its legacy of emigration, cul-properly—even to the nearest million.  not contradict his friends and be seen to
tral loss and decline of the Irish lan- = This jssue has bugged me since therubbish their hard work. But he was quite
guage,” he said.” That legacy includes aygficial entertainment jamboree that certain they were wrong. He said:
strong appreciation today among Irish ¢ommemorated the 150th anniversary near
pegple of issues such as for?d Secuntyyrishane Castle in Millstreet, which was
%’L ;jt;?]r:jgr%%rgfm#t?(fgtpt%agrg?wiﬁ opened and presided over by President
' ; Mary Robinson. A sick event. Drishane
people around the globe during that fate- 15 pahitants, the Wallis family, like

We will ignore his naivety for the
moment and respect his honest efforts.

"..itis feared the statement is far from
correct. Had | trusted entirely to my own
observations, the result would have been
considerably greater.. | am quite certain

ful period in our history is without par- - ;
allel. The Great Famine resulted in the Many other such _fam|I|es did very well
out of the Famine. They survived,

formation of many diaspora communi- .
ties, who helped to ensure the prosper_naturally, and as a result of the Famine

ous development of the countries to had plenty cheap land and labour to live
which they travelled,” Mr Curran Off foranother couple of generations until

that the view here given is much below
what it should be; indeed | had many
opportunities of proving it; but defer-
ence for those who kindly interested
themselves in the inquiry... has induced
me to adopt their calculation."

said."(Irish Times, 9/1/2009) they went bankrupt when the locals got

_ _ _ off their knees and a bit of elementary Hewentonthegiveaconcrete example
So the Famine was just a potato failure competition appeared for land and labour.0f the levels of underestimation that could

and had a positive outcome—elsewhere. | have poked around to get some basiceXist and the efficiency of the census
Whata perverted way to commemorate argacts about what the population was beforeenumeratorsin those days. He quotes from
event like the Famine. But, sure, we mustihe Famine. This would seem easy butitis?: "A Mr Hardiman in his History of
see everything in a global context now in not and this is the crucial factor. Every Galway" (at page 192), who says,

this globalistworld, mustwe not? ltmakes schoolboy thinks of the 1841 census, 8.2m,
one feel somuch better evenifits starvationghtracts the figure from that of 1851,
with a global face. And those who were g 5 deduct a figure for those that

starved into being the flotsam and jetsamemigrated (sorry'travelled’) and there
of life in the late 1840s must be consoledyqy are. You are left with a million or two

"The return of the inhabitants of the
town and liberties, after the census act of
1812 amounted to 24,284; but those to
whom the enumeration was entrusted
were, according to their own subsequent



accusations of each other, guilty of grossthey are accepted as such. One would hav
neglect and omission in the execution of accept an outbreak of mass celibacy or m
that duty. The general and most prob- infanticide, or both, from 1840 onwards
able opinion is, that the population they were to remain the same. hev li flags in Loval Ul
amounts at, present (1820) to 40,000, They fly Israeli flags in Loyal Ulster
which comprehends a vast number of Itshould be the firsttask of any self-respegt- Catholics, the Palestinian flag.

daily increasing poor, without trade, ing Irish Government that commemorates '[ileWhy do they support those who lie and b
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ag.
manufacture, or adequate emp|0yment_"Famine to have the most essential fact of pl o g
clearly established. It has never been dong} I8Vhat is it Israel can bolster.
Mr. Reid comments: it too much to expect? Ifitis, it might be bettqr Can it be they see themselves as settlerd,
' , to scrap the whole Memorial Day thing ar}j the Catholics as Native Irish
In 1814 before a Committee of the 4y0id the likelihood of adding more insult t ' _
House of Commons, the population of jnjury. Do they hope and plan to see them perisp.
Galway was stated to be 50,000. | regret Jack Lane | Some Loyalists are still led by hustlers,
to say that. th_e charge of gross neglect wishing that on the Palestinian
and commission' set forth in the precdd- _ ; _
ing note, is fully borne out by my ow The deep fear of ethnic cleansing remaing
observationsin a great many parts offie The Labour Party that Catholics will lose their hard-won gaihs.

country. Desirous of having some ¢
versation with the 'enumerators' | mafle
my inquiries about them, but did n¢t
happen to pass through any distrjct [The Labour Party held a special confg
where any one appeared to know or e§enence at Mullingar, 28 March, to debate the
to have heard any thing at all of suc a 21st Century Commission report, a constii.l-
person” (Travels in Ireland, 1823). tional scheme to centralise power in the harjds
of the Labour leader.

Out of the woods but still so simian,
England’s piece of Ireland keeps its dividp.
- It apes democracy so death provides.

And Northern Ireland

Wilson John Haire (26.1. 2009

~

The report recom-

What possible credence could be given
census figures from such a background?
a great pity Mr. Reid did not give us his ov
estimate butwe can easily add a million atle
to the figure quoted.

0 mended far-reaching changes in Labour Party
IS governance, as well as endorsing the SDLP as

N the partner for Labour in the North.
hst

The leaflet below was distributed in con-
nection with a motion proposed by the N.

Ireland Constituency Council, proposing that
de the Party would contest the 2011 Local Gov-
AU, ernment elections. Standing Orders Commit-

Afew years later another attempt was mg
by arather amazing statistician, César Morg
a Frenchman resident in London, who p

of Irelande established in a series of tables ence, the NICC motion would fall. (This was
constructed on a New Plan and principal

derived from official documents and the bgst various developments in the future, ruled out

sources:' It provided thousands of statistics ¢n any contest against SDLP i.e. no change in

every conceivable subject relating to Irelapd status quo.)
including its history, geography, industriep,
trade, products, politics, administration andjof 21C. Criticisms were on grounds of over-
course population and sold for 30/-. It waq a centralising power, and quite a few criticised
stunning piece of work and all done in the its N. Ireland position. However, the 21C

- teeruled that, inthe eventthatthe Twenty First
duced'The Past and Present Statistical Stgte Century Committee was passed by confer-

because the 21C Report, while not ruling out

There were about 30 speakers for and against

neatest of handwriting.

Report was approved by a large majority,

and community activists.

It is therefore frustrating for us to note that
the 21st Century Commission is ignorant of
our status in the Party and actually poses the
question—"should the Labour Party follow
Fianna Fail and consider organising in the
North?” (sic).

It is frustrating too, that they clearly do not
understand the system for the “designation” of
political parties for the NI Assembly, outlined
in Clause 6 of Strand 1 to the Belfast Agree-
ment, which states as follows-

“At their first meeting, members of the
Assembly will register a designation of
identity—nationalist, unionist or other—
for the purposes of measuring cross-com-
munity support in Assembly votes under
the relevant provisions above.”

We pointed out the school boy errors in the

He calculated the population in 1827 a
also provided detailed breakdowns of the m
towns by sex, occupations and houses, in
ited and uninhabited. My sample test for

d despite the contributions of two N. Ireland first draft of the Commission’s report, in a
in speakers. It was made an issue of confidencdeafletat the conference in Kilkenny and in the
p-in Gilmore; the Unions had already secured cringe-worthy Q&A session at the end. De-
is significantamendments to Gilmore's 21Cline. Spite our efforts, the assertion is still made that
It is hoped to carry further material on if we were to contestelections in the North (the

figures was the town of Millstreet and they ri
true and accurate. He came to a figure fo
Ireland of 9,050,000. This figure would coR-
firm the reservations that Smith had about

e
figure of almost 8m five years earlier. Therglis
no evidence that these two ever knew of egch
other's existence and they would have arrijed

issue ofirish Political Review.

THE 21sTCeENTURY COMMISSION AND
NORTHERN |RELAND

; contributions made by delegates in the nextlogical path for us to follow), then thiwould

require Labour to opt for adherence to—and
seek votes exclusively from—just one of the
two traditions.”

We shouldn’t need to spell it out—but here

Labour Party members in Northern Ireland itis. If we decide we are in a position to contest

at their estimates independent of each other@reé unanimously opposed to the 21st Centuryelections for the Assembly, we will designate

and this adds to the credibility of their figur

Everyone agrees that the population
growing at a very rapid rate during the ea|
decades of the 19th century. 1.6% per ye

generally accepted. This would put the pogu

lation in 1847 at over 12m according
Moreau's figures. While that is still only

estimate it does show that a figure 8.2m Jor

1841 is just not credible.

The incredible factis that there is like
to be about 4 million people missing fro
the Famine figures universally quoted!

Itis also truly amazing to read how con
niently itis ignored that any 1841 figure cou
not possibly be the same as the 1847 figure

. Commission’s recommendations on the fu- asOTHER. We do not need to designate for
ture role of the Northern Ireland Constituency local council elections.
s Council. Rather than value the existence of a self-
ly We are a determined group, that_g_rew outofconsciously cross-community group in the
is@ nucleus of cross-community activists, who North, the Commission has recommentied
_ inline with Dick Spring’s statementthat Labour strengthening of linksvith the SDLP—a party
formed part of the Third Strand of politics in which has self-consciously designated itselfas
the Island, proudly asserted themselves to beNationalist. This can only have the unfortu-
“neither Unionist, nor NationalistubL abour.” nate effect of making our party appear to be a
From this group of individuals, holding Party cold house for the Protestant community. This
membership through the HQ branch, we would be a betrayal of the principles on which
evolved into the NI Labour Forum and then on our party was founded. And it is completely
1st March 2007, the NEC endorsed our statusunnecessary. A message needs to be sentto the
as a Constituency Council. Commission and to the wider party that the
We are proud of our unique non-sectarian only just and reasonable course for the North,
stance and cross-community reach. We havdies in supporting our right to contest elections,
- in our ranks, people of great credibility in the proudly, under the Labour standard. You can
d movement, including, former Independent do this by supportintlOTION NO 54 in the
utLabour councillors, academics, trade union name of the NI Constituency Council.

[
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SOCIETY continued

When the A.L.P. split in 1954, theij
leader, Dr. Herbert Evatt describethe
Movement’ as “a disloyal and subversi
group”, those ejected from the par
formed the Democratic Labor Parf
(D.L.P.), which itself won only a handfu
of seats, but whose presence caused|th
A.L.P. to lose six Federal elections. The
National Civic Council had considerable
influence on the thinking and policies of
the D.L.P.

Santamaria was an outstanding thinker
and organiser, he was also mentor|to
Archbishop Daniel Mannix of Melbourng.
Having been employed on Santamarig
paper AD2000, the present writer finds jjt
extraordinary that David Quinn seldo
refers to his Australian Catholic experienge
and never mentions the prolific writings
of B. A. Santamaria.

The following extracts may explain whi

“The last big crisis campaign of his
life [Santamaria] was on economickg.
Now that he had little political power, he
returned to economics, his original in-
terest from the Depression days of the
1930s. Then he had followed the Papal
Encyclical line against both capitalisy
and communism. He believed capital-
ismwas rearing its ugly head againin the
1980s, and would impoverish ordina|
people and destabilise society. Acombi-
nation of globalisation, rampant intef-
national money markets and Australig's
growing national debt meant the natipn
had lost control of its economic destinjy.
Men traded in paper to make mongy
rather than producing things to make
money. He remained wary of busingss
practices, wanting profits shared rather
than productivity increased. He believed
in government intervention in thg
economy. (p.398).

“Santamaria saw in the 1987 stogk
market crash a potential return to gn-

e
Yy
]

S

other great depression:
‘The years 1989 and 1990 will wif-

The 21st Century Commission and
democratic accountability?

ness the beginning of a period of gr
financial disorder, which will affect th
whole of the Western world, but whic
granted the size and continual incre
of Australia’s foreign debt, will affect
Australia with particular virulence. Ip
this period of burgeoning turmoil, whigh
will exceed in severity the recessions|of
1971, 1981 and 1987 and which wiill
bear a much closer resemblance to
collapses of the 1890s and the 1930
is critically important to reject the prop
sition that so long as Communism
defeated, finance capitalism is a wor
while substitute.’

“He opposed the prevailing free trag

H

e
)_

is
h-

e

pse

the
B, it

“l have always believed that th
present system of monopoly capitalig
would lead us to this point, unless d
terred by strong legal controls. It
merely ironic that it should have hay
pened underdabor Government. The
Liberals would not have been sufficient|
gametotry! (p.483).B. A. Santamaria-|
Your Most Obedient ServaSelected
Letters 1938-1996-p.483-Edited h
Patrick Morgan-The Miegunyah Presg,
Melbourne-2007).

“No, I'm not becoming more radical’
with the passing years, although a ne

anti-protectionist, non-Keynesian sm
government policies associated w
Hayek, Friedman and other, and p
moted by Reagan and Thatcher. |
argument was that he was consiste
anti-liberal—against liberal permissi
social views, and against libefidissez
faire’ economic views. t$ economic
views put him offside with many tradi-
tionalists, who cameto support the new
deregulationist views.” (B. A.
Santamaria-Running the She®elected
Documents 1939-1996-p.399-Edited
Patrick Morgan-The Miegunyah Pre
Melbourne-2008).

“It has become normal to blame t

aII7 found friend in Clyde Cameron insists ¢
th PSycho-analysing me thus. It isn’t so.
o- 1936, | started a small paper called f{
Lis Catholic Worker which ultimately
tlyreached a monthly circulation of ovg
e 60,000. Iwon’'tsend you a copy of the fi
editorial 1 wrote, since the style is
amateurish. But in it, | did write thg
Communism was not the problem for
in Australia. Capitalism was.” (B. A
Santamaria).
R
by

S, INTERNATIONAL  TU CONFEDERATION
The International Trade Unio

he Confederation (1.T.U.C.) announced a

‘greed’ of the Bonds [Alan], the banK
the lawyers, the accountants for f{

s, point plan to combat the global econo
he crisis. The announcement came on

present situation, which, in my view jat
least, will soon equal the Depression in
its gravity.

“I believe that the problem lies wit
‘the system’ itself. It is true that indi-
viduals are greedy. But if Governmeits
accord tax deductibility for interest paly-

are given control of credit policy; if de-
regulation permits any body who cfn
raise‘hot’ money abroad to bring it into
Australia; if the principle of incorporg-
tion allowed clever individuals assisted
by cleverer lawyers to control literally
hundreds of shelf companies to mystify
and defraud—what do you expegt?
(p.482).

1st March 2007.
* We proposed to the Labour Party confer-

eve ofthe G20 meeting in London. Unio
called for the following measures to |
adopted:

*a coordinated international recovery al
sustainable growth plan to create jojps
and ensure public investment;

ments on business borrowings, if bafks* Nationalisation of insolvent banks argl

new financial regulations action t

combat the risk of wage deflation ard

reverse decades of increasiflg

inequality;

* far-reaching action on climate changg;

* a new international legal framework 1§
regulate the global economy along wi
reform of the global financial ang
economic institutions

ie.northernireland/speeches)

We share the concerns of many in the partyence in Wexford in November 2007, that the

*Two out of three respondents (66%) to the

at the method chosen to make policy in aParty contest Local Government elections in Commission’s Members survéfelt it was
variety of areas, simultaneously, through the Northern Ireland. In response, the NEC set up‘very important’ or ‘important’ for the Party
creation of an appointed Commission, and“a special commission, representative of theto develop an all-Ireland structure'Qom-

such flawed use of consultants and confiden-NILF, the PLP and the NEQo explore that
tial processes.
The Commission is clearly ignorant of from Northern Ireland sit on the special com-
Northern Ireland, but is also wilful in the mission, which has yet to report.
amount of evidence it ignored to reach its * The two Northern members, Mark
conclusions.
For the record detailed background/research paperSpdce
* The Labour Party is already organised in for the Left in Northern Ireland: Evidence
Northern Ireland, and has been since 2004 from the Life & Times Survgyr Jenny Muir,
when Pat Rabbitte launched the Northern Ire-Belfast 2008 and-Frade Union attitudes to
land Labour Forum (NILF) in the historic Labour Party organisation in Northern Ire-
Linenhall Library, Belfast. land”, Mary McMahon & Mark Langhammer,

issue, amongst others. Two Party members

Langhammer and Mary McMahon, presented

mission report, p 89)

* The Party Commission on Northern Ire-
land, set up by the Wexford Conference of
2007, was at consulted by the 21st Century
Commission.

* No account was taken of the extensive
submissions to the 21st Century Commission
by Northern Ireland members, through the N.1.
Constituency Council.

This manner of policy making in secret, by
cabal, by a party that seeks the trust of the
electorate, has been discredited in Britain,

* Our evolution into the Northern Ireland Belfast 2008. Inaddition, Mark Langhammer's where the New Labour project has run its
Constituency Council, was agreed by the speech to the Tom Johnston Summer Schoolcourse. It has no place in our politics on this
Party’s Organisation Committee and NEC on Galway, 14th July 200(the Future of the Left  island. And we should not be afraid to say so.
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several options for resolving issues i a
shorttime frame, but not otherwise wd
thy of the rather elevated philosophid
commitment that seemed to be at {

core of Ahern's political credo.
“If the reconvened talks succeed

seems likely to bring about a fundamgn- Seen atthe time as affecting the deliver,

tal alteration to the social partnersHip public services.

model.

“Until the current crisis, the socidl

partnership model was based, above
onunions willingnesstotrade moderate

pay risesfor incometax reductions, and
for commitments in the areas of pub
and social spending.

“Any new deal would be quite differt
entin combining pay concessions of gne the state coffers.

form or another, with increases in i
come tax, and reductions in public &
social expenditure.

“I n this way, the basis of the social
partnershipwill shifttowardsthekind of
‘concession bargaining' commonly at the
core of socia pacts in European coun-
tries, but up to now largely unknown to
Ireland's social partners.” (Irish Inde-
pendent26.3.2009).

Labour Party conference:
Mullingar, March 28, 2009

Delivering the most amusing speech
the conference, Jim O'Brien, a lod
election candidate in Portlaoise, said
concept of what is needed to live a norn
life was one of the first Celtic Tigg
casualties.

“‘Next week it looks like we are in fd
another interminable round of partné

ship talks where a bunch of extrem¢ly would have to acknowledge that]|it

well paid individuals will attempt tg
decide what "enough" should mean
the rest of us. That's like asking a bur
of rabbits to decide our family plannir]
policy,™ he said. Ifish Independent
30.3.2009).

Jim didn't mention which‘rabbits’!
Nor can one discover a single positi
contribution from political Labour toward

progressing Social Partnership. No blogdybe said that we have all chosen to|b
wonder they have to advertise in the mefdiaspeculators in which we risk our money

seeking candidates for the local electig
How bloody pathetic!
A

PusLic Service Starr Cuts

opposition.

The disclosure will mean the loss of
to 3,000 jobs a year across the en
" public service through natural wastage
o Meaning the non-replacement of th
heWho retire or leave.

Such an embargo was last seen in
in worst days of the 1980s recession,

There are 330,000 people onthe pu
purse in both the civil service and wig
all,public service, i.e. nurses, gardai, firem

teachers.

ic could save€120-€150 million in pa:
each year. Four years of non-recruitm
would raise at least half a billion Euro f

]_
10—

and stimulated by politicians of all sidg
The persistence of their “what we have

political scapegoating of bankersisared
herring. . .. our politicians.. . . . were givg
agrand little economy. They have mes
itup. Worse still, they persistin denial &
in their refusal to share the pain. THh
have lost our respect utterly.

JOSEPH F. FOYLE.
OfW
al
he
nal
r

THe FiNanciAL Crisis; NEw LABOUR
AND PHONEY SociAL DEMOCRATS!
The political parties would like t
portray the financial crisis as a result
r bankers’ greed and economic problg

The estimates are that such an embargd

“The fact is the bingeing was tolerated

hold” greediness is unforgivable. The

“We are now suffering from what mas
be a terminal case of political paralyf§lis

LIp
which | define as a situation in whig

tire

DSse
effect on the basic condition of the

the tion.” (B.A. Santamaria)

hnd
L DAviD QUINN—A “CHILD * OF THATCHER !
) of David Quinn is the former editor {

“The Irish Catholitand now a promine

er affairs. He recently had go’ at Paul
bn. Sweeney, who is Economic Adviser to fhe

'l.C.T.U.—"On*Questions and Answer
CTU’s Paul Sweeney was practica

salivating at the prospect of a bigg
entState.” (Irish Independerit3.3.2009).
br  The thrust of David Quinn’s argume

was: “The future the Left wantsisam
bigger State paid for by much higher ta

In the same paper on March 27, he
Ld concerned about the fate of Sir Fig
L. Goodwin of the Royal Bank of Scotla
\weand‘our’ own Sean Fitzpatrick of Anglg
he Irish Bank: “Tax the rich too much a
you take away their incentive to ma
Ln money. If the rich, or those with t
LegPotential and drive to become rig
hq effectively go on strike, then the whole
ey society ends up poor.”

He appears to be absolutely opposegl to
liberal permissive social views, but
absolutely in favour of liberallaissez
faire’ economic views.

So far as the present writer is awa
David Quinn did part of his journalist
apprenticeship in Australia, where
worked on a magazine callékD200Q
h established by the National Civic Cou
of leader, the late Bob Santamaria, the ai
msWhich was to support traditional Catho

r- brewed up overseas; but even a blind

stemmed justas much from mistakes
or by regulators and politicians. And forem
chin the front ranks were were the new-
g Labour leaders.

Everything has been thrown into t
market. There is no longer a gr
hinterland of private life outside of t
ve market. We are all speculators now, a
s democracy isto be takenin earnestit

ns.every time we'save’ (i.e. invest) it in
bank.
So cut the ‘cod’

out about

responsible for the crisis. They are o

Finance Minister, Brian Lenihan hg

signalled the imposition of an across-t

board public service recruitmentembargo.into crisis. They were engaged in {

The move to impose an embargo
agreed by Ministers in pre-Budget tal
behind closed doors — was mentioned
the Minister at the end of a D
contribution on March 26, to the surpri
of his civil servants and members of

s the speculators who happened to be a
e-cutting edge of the system when it w

business of expanding the market, wh

ks was a necessary business in the gp
bycapitalism chosen by the democracy. And

il the delivered the goods for a surprisin
e long time.

‘irresponsible’ speculators as beihg under the auspices of the Catholic bishj

arfeaching.

B. A. Santamaria was one of the m
ge&ontroversial Australians of his time.
st Sphere of influence ranged across
genation’s political and social landscaj

Santamaria, an ardent anti-Communist
e devout Catholic, was fiercely intellige

at@nd a natural leader, polarising f
e community into loyal followers an

difcommitted opponents. He died

usMelbourne in 1998.

e ‘The Movement' began in 1941 |

Santamaria and Bert Cremean

designed to combat Communistinflue

in the trade unions. Formally set up as

Catholic Social Studies Movement, it

hlv in 1945, but its existence was ne
th&nhnounced.

bt At the same time, Industrial Grou
he Were set up by the Australian Labor P§
ich(A.L.P.) and successfully opposgd
effOmmunist influence in union affairg.
ndSantamaria’s‘Movement’ though no|
ly formally linked to these groups, providgd

a considerable part of their muscle.

continued on page 3



largely unaffected.
“A gainst suchabackground,|.C.T.U.
will have been relieved that its main

Dublin’s post-primary branch of the
T.U.l. passed a vote of no confidente
calling for the resignation of Mr Begg.

SOCIETY continued

aircraft, investmentin plantand machin
dropped 26%.

'Y The Tralee IT branch of the T.U.l. has
proposed a motion forthe TUI congresgto

"The only good news is that the quar- join with other trade unions to take strike
terly declines in investment may not pe action.

quite so aggressive from here. If they
improve, our latest forecast of a 1%
contraction in 2009 will prove right{"

said PrssaWhite, an economist at Davy
Stockbrokers.

THE ONE-DAY NATIONAL STRIKE

“The new talks come at a time when
the general perception appears to befthat
the unions’ hand has been weakeped
following the patchy response of work-
ers to the day of strike action plannedjffor
Monday — in particular the failure ¢f

Impact, the largest public sector uni
to generate sufficient membership s
port to take part. A month ago the unig
organised 120,000 people to march
the streets of Dublin, and it appea
thatthe wind was behind themin deal
with the Government.

“However, it can be argued that th
did not sufficiently capitalise on th
momentum of the march and that
strategic decision to go for the day
strikes highlighted the lukewarm at
tude of many members towards ind
trial action in the current climate.

“On the other hand, the unions W
point out that the campaign on the day
strikes did lead to many private secj
employers engaging with them on
national pay deal, and that the camp3
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succeeded in persuading the Govern-

ment to go back into social partners
talks.” (rish Times26.3.2009).

IMPACT, the largest public sect
union, whose General Secretary is P
McLoone, the former President of t
[.C.T.U. said it had no basis to sanct
industrial action after a ballot result f
marginally short of the level of suppd
required under its rules.

The Association of Higher Civil an
Public Servants, also voted decisively
to take part in the planned action.

Itis understood that S.I.P.T.U. staff
the Higher Education Authority also vot
against participating in the strike.

“We are interested in entering in
negotiations,” said a Governme

hip

DI
bter
he
on
b||
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spokesman, who refused to respong to

questions suggesting that the unions
lost some negotiating power by the I3
of enthusiasm among some workers
the National strike.

However, former Teachers Union

had
ck
for

of

Ireland (T.U.l.) President Paddy Hed
said "outrage" had been caused by
I.C.T.U. leadership’s basic acceptance
the public sector pension levy by
entering talks.

|y
the
p of
e-

THe IMPACT DECISION

“The surprise decision of IMPAC
members notto ratify the Congress cam-
paign had threatened to dilute the effefts
of working stoppages in the public sec-
tor.

“With over 55,000 members, IM
PACT makes up a significant propof-
tion of the roughly 300,000 union mem-
bers in the public sector. Given thpat
other public service unions are repie-
sented in most of the workplaces where
IMPACT members are employed, the
union's decision notto participate would
not have fatally compromised the
planned work stoppages, as many |
PACT members were likely to have
refused to cross the picket lines.

“Why IMPACT members support for
the day of action fell just short of the

required 66% margin will be a major

concern for the union's |eaders.

“IMPACT is a well organised, wel
led and professionally run trade uniof.

“In contrast with some other publi
service unions, such as the C.P.S.U
has little tradition of either union men
bers or elected representatives overty
ing the advice of senior officials. IM}
PACT has also long been a stalwart
both I.C.T.U. and of social partnership.
There is little reason to believe that the
members were unsupportive of the
[.C.T.U. 10-point plan for economic rg
covery and its core concept of a 'sodial
solidarity pact'. IMPACT members We]:e

to the forefront of a recent campaign fto
lobby public representatives in suppgrt
of Congress's proposals and in oppqsi-
tion to the public service pensions levy.

“The mogt significant factor in the
union's vote is likely to have been the
leadership's inability to convinceasig-
nificant minority of membersthat ana-
tional strike would be an effective in-
dustrial relations weapon in the current
environment.

objectiveincallingfor theday of action,
to persuade Government and the em-
ployers to re-engage in talks, has met
with a positive response.” (Irish Inde-
pendent26.3.2009).

CowEN AND SoclAL PARTNERSHIP

“Speaking after the weekend Fia
Fail Ardfheis, on March 1, 2009,
Cowen said social partnership nego
tions — which collapsed over t
Government’'s decisiontoimpose ap
sion levy on State employees —
continue to be important.

“Social partnership continues to ha
a role to play in this country becaus
am making it clear that quite apart frg
having to deal with the question of hg
ing to deal with unemployment, provi
ing enterprise supports and looking a
the public finances and do someth
with the banks, we also need the agi
and co-operation of everyone on
ground,” he said.

“However, Mr Cowen has alreag
expressed caution about the prospecl
the Government getting back into rou
table talks with the social partners, s
ing in the DaAil last week that he agreg
with Irish Congress of Trade Unio
general secretary David Begg's assé
ment that it would be “unwise” to rq
sume formal negotiations filess there
isareasonabledegreeof confidencethat
agreement on all the central elements
can be found”.

“Responding then to questions frg
Labour leader Eamon Gilmore, he sgi
then: “While | remain available for dig
logue with the social partners, the bgi
for a resumption of formal negotiatio
has not been established at this timg

“Nevertheless, some contacts h{
continued to exist between the Statf
top civil servant, Secretary to the Gq
ernment Dermot McCarthy and uni
leaders, notably MrBegg, sincethe si
divided on the levy. Ifish Times
2.3.2009)

COWEN AND AHERN
Bill Roche is Professor of Industri

“Ironically, the union's ownrecord gf Relations and Human Resources at
moderation under social partnerstlip School of Business, University Colle
could have predisposed large numbgrsDublin, he has published a substan
of its members against adopting a m@rebody of scholarship on Social Partnersifi

militant posture this time around.
“The most significant effect o
IMPACT's decision was to weaken the
moral authority of .C.T.U.'s campaigH,
not least given the uneven support tiat
the day of action was likely to have
attracted across the private sector.
“With an overall rate of private sectq
unionisation of about 28%, the cam-
paign would likely have had an uneven
or patchy effect across that sector, 3
major areas like public utilities, bank
and retailers were likely to have be

Partnership inthe Workplace and the is
of declining trade union organisation.

“An intriguing aspect of the crisis ¢
social partnership has been the pos
of Brian Cowen. Social partnership
less central to Cowen's political ident
and track record than to that of his pre
cessor, Bertie Ahern.

“He seems to have adopted a m
hard-headed and contingent posturg
ward the process -- viewing it as ong

continued on page 2@




SOCIETY continued

Government to raise borrowing this ye
to 11% of GDP from 9.5% so as not
“"crash" the economy. They are also looki
for greater protection for those on lo
incomes.

I.B.E.C.’s concerns are expected

focus on a wage freeze, employer PRS

reform and enterprise investment.

I.C.T.U. General Secretary, David Beg
said he believed the Taoiseach was sing
in stating in his letter that outstandir]
difficulties could be resolved on the bas
of the I.C.T.U. 10-point plan for nationg
recovery: the Social Solidarity Pact.

The talks are likely to focus agai
around this framework. Scope seems
exist for some restructuring of the pensi
levy, with a view to reducing the burde
on low paid public servants, as well as f
closing off tax shelters andtioducing a
property tax -- all measures favoured b
I.C.T.U.

Given the worsening fiscal situatiof
the unions will want to ensure that chang
to income tax are structured in a strong
progressive manner.

WHAT I.C.T.U. waNTS?
Mr. Begg “has said the Government
indication that it is prepared to relax i
previous stance on limiting borrowing t

9.5% of GDP this year could be the “kgy

to the solution” of achieving a new soci
partnership deal.

“Mr Begg said last night the trad

union movement had been concerned

that by sticking to the 9.5% borrowin
limit the Government ran the risk g
“crashing the economy”.

He said the signal given by th
Taoiseach that the Government m
borrow more than originally planned th
year potentially represented significal

movement and the unions may “be abl¢t

get something more liveable with”. (Iris
Times26.3.2009).

He warned the Government again
cutting "too deeply and quickly" in thg
mini-Budget and pointed out thhethreat
of industrial action was only lifted until
the budgetary measures were unveiled.

But he said the "sincere" tone of th

Taoiseach's letter and informal contagts
with senior government officials gave himn

the belief unions could "achiev

something".

He stressed that their chief purpose w
to ensure the "economic adjustment” w
fair and transparent.

"One has to be conscious that thisi
very difficult situation and it's hard td

envisage any final outcome which |s

going to be received with delight b
anybody in the country," Mr Begg saic

[F 2007, and output (GDP) was down 2.3%.

CONSTRUCTION | NDUSTRY national product (GNP) fell by 6.7% o
One of the biggest objectors to the the same period, according to new fig
September pay deal (6% over 21 months)from the Central Statistics Office (C.S.Q).
A was the Construction Industry Federatipn  The declines in GNP over three
O (C.I.LF.) led by former Farmers, and consecutive quarters have taken the
'9Progressive Democrats leader, Tgmeconomy back to the same size it was
V Parlon. Its confirmation that it wap threeyearsago.
recommending its membersrefusetogay The C.S.0O.'s quarterly nation
[0 the increases saw it excluded from theaccounts suggest that the economy
Inext round of talks. Indeed, the C.I.F. weaker in the final three months of {
recommended a 10% cut in constructipnyear than had been previously thoug
9 workers wages. However, the buildgrs Since the beginning of the year f
ElGvere invited back into the pay talks. economy has deteriorated at an even fgb
9 The C.LF. had been looking to ggt pace.
IS"hack around the table" having failed fo  Tax revenues are down 24% on |
I receive an invite from the Taoiseadh. year, while retail sales are down by 20
Taoiseach Cowen and Parlon shares|the
' same constituency Laois/Offaly.
10 parlon said he had been calling ahd
PNtexting the Taoiseach to tell him the
Qr Federation mustbe represented at the tglks.
" have been trving to get in toud Taoiseach Brian Cowen indicated y
with the Taoiseac% t(? askghim why we terday.” (rish Independen27.3.2009)

are not there, but | have heard nothihg Speaking as new figures revealed
back, but I'll keep trying," he said of the economy had hit a 26-year low, Mr
b March 26, 2000. Cowen said the Government had to
ly Figuresreleased lastmonth showed theconscious of what the economy co

construction industry suffered a 24% fall bear in terms of higher taxes and |

in output in the last three months of 2008, spending.

the biggest fall on record. "There is a balance to be struck
s tween taking money out and mainta
s ing jobs," Mr Cowen said.

D

StrRUCTURAL DEFICIT

“The Government Wi shift its bud-
getary strategy to avoid having to pile o
even more tax rises and spending d

y

THE EcoNnoMy—A 26 YEAR LOw !

_In the Dail on Mar_cr:]h 26,_Mi|nister f%' The emphasis in next month's Bud
Finance, Brian Lenihan disclosed t atwould be on the underlying "structura

| projected tax revenues dropped by anothegeicit rather than the actual deficit.
€3 billion since January highlighting the Thére is no precise figure for t

scale of the challenge facing tr‘e structural deficit. The targets agreed

Government in devising its emergengy i ; 0
Budget for April 7th, the EU Commission put it at 8% of outy

i . (GDP) this year, or€14 billion. Mr
_ Thefiguresshowedthefirstannud fall | ¢4\ en's comments may indicate that
in the country's national income since

Government will stick quite closely
1983. Income (GNP) fell by 3.1% over | iy the €3 billion a year needed

eliminate the structural deficit by 20
and borrow whatever else is required g
year-to-year basis.

With the economy performing so badj
economists say there is something td
said for such an approach.

8
)
f

Y Mr Lenihan told the Dail the projecte
S tax take for 2009 will be€34 billion as
Mt againstth€37 billion estimate in January.
OLast year tax revenue w&gt1 billion and
' in 2007 it wasE47.8 billion.

With Government spending for 200
st estimated at close 858 billion, a gap of]
b €24 billion now has to be bridged. Tk

bulk of that will be made up of borrowing

but savings and tax increases of the or

of €6 billion will also be required.
e Welfare payments are the biggest ite
t of Government expenditure at ab&21
billion and Ministers are searching for
ways to control the bill, which is rising gds
a result of the rapid growth i
unemployment.
as Official figures published on Marc
AS26, show the economy shrank dramaticglly
in the closing months of last year, resultipg
in the steepest decline in gross domesgti
product (GDP) in 2008 in a quarter of|a
century. GDP fell 7.5% inreal termsinthe
" fourth quarter of last year compared with
_ the fourth quarter of 2007, while grogs

0

BorrowING

"You would need € billion to keep
to the original borrowing figure for thig
year, and you just can't do it," saie
McArdle, chief economist at Ister
Bank.

"The economy may shrink by mo
than 8% this year. The structural defigi
is the right thing to target, but it
difficult to calculate.”

m

a}

The declines accelerated in the I
guarter of the year as multi-natio
companies cut back production for {
irst time.

House-building fell by a half comparg
with the previous three months, &
personal spending was down 4%. E
excluding the expensive purchase

b a

continued on page 2




ISSN 0790-1712

VOLUME 27 No. 4 CORK ISSN 0790-1712

Socletalism not Socialism?

Representatives of the social partnérs  to borrow more than the 9.5% of GD also improve the prospects of a n¢g
met on March 26, 2009, for preliminary which it had originally said could eas| deal. In its letter to unions at the weel§-
talks on a new national agreement pn  the progressofthe talks. The unionshad  end, I.B.E.C. effectively said that whil¢
economic recovery. argued that such a target could force he  any new agreement would have to ig§-

economy into a deflationary shockandit  volve a lengthy pay freeze, it would nd
proposed that the Government’'s bdr-  stand in the way of any employer w

The agreement to meet came aftel a
e : . : o ;
) rowing requirement should be relaxgd  was in a position to pay the wage i
r
X
m

decision by the national executive of tH
Irish Congress of Trade Unions (1.C.T.U
to "defer" a nationwide strike planned fq
Monday, March 30. It followed trade unio
leaders’ acceptance of an offer fro
Taoiseach Brian Cowen to enter talks pn

to 11% this year. creases on a voluntary basis.” (Iri
“It is unclear yet whether Bria Times-26.3.2009).

Cowen'’s signal about higher levels ¢f “The unions have indicated they are

borrowing represents some formof chp-  willing to consider arethink of the tran-

. " reography with the unions in advance pf ~ sitional wage deal agreed last Septem-

an mtegrat(_ad_ national response” to the the new talks, whether the spending clits  ber which called for 6% pay increases

economic crisis. _ in the offing may not be as severe ashad  across the private and public sectors.”
Didthe|.C.T.U.haveachoice?No,n@t  peen forecast, or whether th (Irish Examiner27.3.20009).

if their participation in the social Government's revenue figures for Margh

partnerShlp had any sense OI'_ meaning  are even worse than had been feareq. Unions, employers and Governmeflt
over the last 22 years. The coming weeks “In his letterto the I.C.T.U. inviting it have not forma”y met at Governme
will determine whether the concept will  to take partin talks, Cowen said that the Buildings since the start of February whe
survive or not and that is not going to Be  core elements of a new integrated na-talks on a new economic recovery pat
easy. tional response to the economic and collapsed.

“The decision whether to conclud other related crises had been outlinedin
such a deal will be central to the trade  theframework documentagreed between
union movement’s future, as it attempfs  the social partnersin January. However,
tofind anew relevance and haltadeclipe  inthatdocument, the trade unions signed
from a membership spread over 60% pf UIDd'f0 t(}UtS.Of€2 bi”dipn- The te}[rget f(t)i:
the workforce 40 years ago, to approxi- reduction in spending in next month’s ; - ° -
mately 30% at p)r/esent_'lgr;(sh Exgﬁq- budget could now be up 6 billion. BeLédqe_t IS Qracon_l;n, \élv:cth tax hikes and
iner-25.3.2009). “Separately, a shift in the position qf eductionsin socia welfare.

. the Irish Business and Employers Cop-
A major anomaly appears to be Ja ; Among the unions' chief aims for th
growing weakness and inactivity at local federation (1.B.E.C.) lastweekend could alke are?
level Wlth the appare_nt gain of streng Subscribers to the magazine are regularl * To ensure the Budget is fair an
and influence nationally througll offered special rates on other publication rotect social welfare pavments
involvement in the partnership procesy o o ] P pay '
The Taoiseach told the unions in hidrish Political Reviewis published by * To extend government borrowin

A%

Union leaders stated their priorities f
the talks, which are expected to conclu
after the budget on April 7, 2009.

Unions may find it difficult to justify
their decision to re-engage in talks if the

letter that there was an overwhelmi the IPR Group: write to— over a longer time frame.

case for “the development of anintegratd 1 sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road * To ensure compliance with th

national response to the complex interplgly Bray, Co. Wicklow or national wage agreement.

of domestic and global forces whichmupt  po Box 339, Belfast BT12 4GQor * 'Amtlalioration' of the public secto

be confronted, and for this response to pe ension levy.

effective by _ommanding widgspread PO Box 6589, London, N7 65(or P * €1bnvf)ér unemployment initiative

societal ownership’. Labour Comment and establishment of a pension protectifin
The Government believed that “alotdf ~ ©/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork City. fund.

this work” necessary to reach an agreemgnt Subscription by Post: * Threetofour-year stay before homds
on a new social partnership had “be¢n 12 issues£20, UK; can be repossessed.

" € 30, Ireland;€ 35, E . .
done anyway. u . 1., e .an ) u.rope Inacircular senttomembers, S.I.P.T.\.,
_ He said he saw “considerable merit Electronic Subscription: the largest union, said its priorities in talfs
in the many aspects of the 10-point plan € 15/ £12 for 12 issues would be job protection and a fairer t3
for economic recovery drawn up b (or€ 1.30 / £1.10 per issue) system.
L.C.T.U. You can also order both postal and The I.C.T.U. also called on th

-

“However, the signal by the Taoiseag

! electronic subscriptions from:
yesterday that it [Government] may ha

www.atholbooks.org
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