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China And Greece

Is the capitalist development of the world endangering its existence? We don’
It might be that Climategate has exposed the whole thing as a scientific sham. Or
be that the world is being destroyed by capitalism. If capitalism is destroying the
the nature of the system is such that there is little prospect that it will stop doin

Formany centuries Chinawas the biggest and most economically developed civi
inthe world. It never endangered the existence of the world. Itnever even interfer
the way of life of other societies with the object of making the whole world a repl
China. It let the rest of the world be and it was not tormented by the thought th
were great differences in it. It was content to live its own life and let others live

Napoleon, who has often been depicted as a megalomaniac, advised Euro
China be. But Napoleon lost and Britain won, and so China could not be let b
pacific giant had to be poked and kicked and tormented so that England might
the destiny, set for it by Milton, of teaching nations how to live.

Budget 2010

nowThe 2010 Budget was a daring political
migbve. Therish Political Reviewdoes not
or&djree with everything contained within it,
it.but has not seen any viable alternative
afirem the opposition parties. The most
dwittable feature was the cuts in Public
a gkctor pay and Social Welfare. From the
thiate 1980s up until 2009 Irish Budgets had
eirm losers. Social Partnership had ensured
thétthe low paid would receive tax con-
Tessions in exchange for industrial peace.
hiélie Progressive Democrat influence on
Governments gave high earners a reduc-
tioninthe top marginal tax rate. However,
itathe closing off of tax loopholes reduced
n the value of this benefit.
,th

It has taken China a long time to recover from the destruction wrought on it by
and by others following its example, and to establish a viable existence for itsel
destructive world order pioneered by Britain and consolidated by Britain's offspri
United States.

The first Opium War on China was launched 170 years ago by the great
ideologue, T.B. Macaulay, the British Minister for War. Chinawas compelledto b
part of the world market being established by Britain—in the first instance by o
itself to the sale of opium by British merchants in India under a State mo
established by the Imperial masters of India.

Having gone through many experiments, China has now opted for a ki
capitalism. And itis militarily secure. That means it has the capacity to destroy th l¢rst. In 2009 GDP dropped by 7.5% and
by nuclear bombings. A capacity to destroy the world by nuclear weapons has bgerfefgrther fall of 1.25% is expected for
only sure means of defence ever since the wanton nuclear bombing of Japan by the &&10. The bubble was inflated by the

continued on page 2

eCheap credit from Germany and low
bdfigerest rates within the Euro zone lifted
orifte economy and the Celtic Tiger began to
nifggr- The dizziness of success led to policy
ors. Ourtax system became too depend-
ent on the property bubble and this weak-
d 'ess was cruelly exposed when the bubble

but never mind—the world should still do Himalayans—yet the duo are now crying
Copenhagen— as itis told by this community of two and foul when others want similar progress
déjé‘l vu all over again! ignore what this community actually does. and development. They claim thatit could

This time the dynamic duo attempted a lead—quite literally—to the end of the
The climate change conference inrepeat performance with another set ofworld. What a load of rubbish!

Copenhagen has a certd&ja vuaboutit.  rules for the economic behaviour of the  The ‘international community' try to
In the end it resembled the end of therest of the world. This 'international com- put on a very generous face with offers of
World Trade Organisation Doha Round munity' had ignored the legally binding millions and billions of their ever devalu-
talks. It petered out when the major rules agreed at Kyoto but that's their ing money to help the developing world
developing countries made it clear they privilege, not anybody else's. ‘cope’ with progress. But this largess is a
would not accept the proposals from the  Also, it is this 'international commun- poisoned chalice: whatis offered is simply
USUK—the self proclaimed ‘international ity' that has historically created whatever more of their money for more of their
community'. This scenario is the main problem there is with carbon emissions. It investments in the economies of the
feature of all such world conferences. Thewas called Progress and Development andleveloping countries, in other words, more
WTO wanted to impose rules of economic wonderful in every way—when they did exploitation.
behaviour made up by this 'international it. Now it's harmful for all whenthe restof ~ This so-called 'international commun-
community' on the rest of the world. The the world follows suit. Hundreds of mil- ity' just don't seem able to accept the
rest saichoand made it clear that they will lions in the developing countries have asimple fact that the world can take care of
only accept rules that suit them. The rulescarbon footprint the size of the nail of itself if they would butt out. Will that
proposed have since caused a recessioone's small toe, while the 'international penny ever drop?
within the 'international community' itself community' has created one the size of the Jack Lane
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in August 1945 in a war that it had already the virtual ultimatum issued by Washing-

against those enemies.

China is safeguarded by nuclear
weapons and capitalism. The same kind
of moralising fundamentalist fervour
cannot be hyped up against a trade rival as
it could against the Evil Empire. At least
not on the spur of the moment. (ltis true
thatitwas done against Germany by Britain
in 1914 and by the USA against Japan in
1941, but that was before the West went
through the traumatic experience of seeing
half the world taken away from its market,
and campaigning for half a century to
convert its Communist enemies to trade
rivals.)

Chinawill havethe capitalist develop-
ment that the West insisted on. So will
Russia. And so will every country that
does not see its destiny as being a passive
victim of Western capitalism.

And, if that means the destruction of
the planet, so be it. Capitalismisincapable
of self-restraint. It exists in a medium of
competition internally and internationally.
The market must expand, regardless of
the degree of development of the
productive forces, otherwise there will be
catastrophic economic collapse. Marx
has notyet been proved wrong. Expanded
reproduction of capital in the medium of
the "universal equivalent’dbf all values
(money)—whichtendstoreduce all values
to market values, and to accord a market
value to every feature of human life—that
is how it works. And, if the planet is not
robust enough to survive general market
competition—well, Poor Planet!

The Copenhagen Climate Change

won. ton. They reminded the Japanese of whaSummit highlighted the fact that the world

they had already done to it once, andnow hingesontwo great capitalist Powers,

Chinacould only establishitsindepend- indicated that they were ready to do it the USA and China. The USA, which is
ence by breaking with the capitalism that again. And, since Japan was a helplesstill the driving force, will not diminish

had beenimplanted in it by the imperialists. Cold War construction in world affairs itself.

And China will no forgo the

It withdrew from he world marketin order (disarmed in defeat, but only lightly development into which Britain and the
to become sovereign. But such a vastpunished, and provided with a hot-house USA forced it.

proportion of the world's population living economic environment so that it might be

And Europe whimpers in the sidelines,

outside the Ameranglian system was seera bastion against Communism), it rowed moralising about the awfulness of things,

as intolerable by capitalist civilisation. back.
China in that phase was not seen as arival
by the West but as a force of evil which
there could be no relations of normal
hostility with. Itis not very long since the
chances of taking out China in a first-
strike nuclear war, using Formosa/Taiwan
asthe moral detonator, was being seriousl;)N
thought about. But now China has re-
shaped itself into a rival within the capital-
istworld market, and so the fundamentalist
fervour of the capitalist West, which
compelled it to become capitalist, is no
longer functional against it.

Capitalist China now has a capitalist
grip on the heartland of imperialist

capitalism and the West is in a dilemma. turmoil.

and trying to patch up the problems
threatening its own little world, problems

Many other States, less spectacularlyyhich it has brought on itself.
successful than Japan, who had been
accorded 'corruption' and protectionist
privileges for Cold War purposes, had
those privileges withdrawn whenthe Cold not? Because it invested in the new
arendedinacapitalistvictory. Indonesia capitalist States in Eastern Europe which
is the outstanding case in point. A Cold the Westretrieved from Russian hegemony
War regime was established there in theat the end of the Cold War and used as
mid-1960s, in which a million people frontier states in the attempt to destroy
were killed with the active support of the Russia. Those States had their mushroom
USA and Britain. Theninthe 1990sitwas growth of externally-driven capitalism.
told that the party was over; acomparative-The Greek banks invested in them. There
ly stable regime which had been built on is no such thing as Saving in mature capital-
the ultra-violenttoupof 1960 was sub-
verted, and the country was thrown into Saving that is not invested withers. So the

Greece is not balancing its books. Why

ism, only Consumption and Investment.

Greek banks invested in the boomtown
capitalism of anti-Russian Eastern Europe.

Twenty years ago, when Japanese capit- The dilemma facing the West now is And financial links developed between

alism was doing too well in the world that it cannot deal with the unexpected Greece and Dubai, one of the pseudo-
market, the USA ordered it to row back. development of the evil Cold War enemies states set up by Britain and maintained by
And the American car unions secondedas it dealt with the buffer states constructedthe USA on the Arabian side of the Gulf.



And Dubai, spending its unearned incomg

too lavishly on frivolous projects which
collapsed because of the recession in t
West—such as the artificial island in the
shape of Ireland as a novelty tourist reso
for the stinking rich—collapsed financial-
ly. And the facade called the United Arab
Emirates, which ittook to be its guarantor
refused to bail it out. After this abyss
opened, arescuer appeared in the shape
Abu Dhabi, but it was too late: 'investor,
confidence' was badly damaged.

So Greece suffered through having
participated in two mirages projected by
the West. It failed to balance its books. |
got into a scale of deficit financing
exceeding the limits set by Germany fo
countries in the Euro zone.

It was run by a capitalist Government
until this Autumn. When a Socialist
Government took over, it found that its
predecessor had cooked the books, ar
that the actual deficit was much bigge
than was said. The European Unior
demanded drastic cuts inwages and publ
spending. The Greeks refused to compl
fully. Sothe Eurofindsitselfinadilemma.
What will happen to it if the EU lets

ETTERS TO THE EDITOR : LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITO

‘European Jewish Nation

I am convinced by Brendan Clifford's contention that much of the middle class
1914 Central and Eastern Europe was Jewish.

When the formerly existing empires in that area split up into much smaller coyntries,
dpe Jewish middle class in each individual country was forced into competition with each
country's aspiring native middle class.

Brendan Clifford would appear to have made an important contribution
discussion on the national question.

The Jews, prior to settling in Central and Eastern Europe, were a wandering|nation.
They came into countries when the land had all been divided up and the social structure:
settled. They did not seek to take the land off the natives or to destroy or ens|ave the
natives.

Consequently, the Jews were compelled to this and that for a living. Educated Jews
became a middle class.

Jews lived in a definable territory in Central and Eastern Europe. They had a national
language—Yiddish. According to tiecyclopaedia Judai¢gublished in Jerusale
in 1971, a Jew is "A child of a Jewish mother". Jews are therefore objectively defined.
d'he Jews had a common psychological make-up and a common economic life|.

The Jews were therefore a settled European nation. The fact that they had to share the
national territory with other nations who were there first did not make the Jews any less

G European nation. Nor are they any less a European nation because a large number
ythem moved out or were exterminated or settled in Palestine where they did
natives' land and destroy the natives' social structures and often the natives themselve:

Ivor Kenna

in pre-

o the

Greece go bust? And how does a Eura

State go bust?

Ireland gave a bad example to the EU Many of the latter are in economic Minister Gordon Brown took his eye of
bysurrenderingtothedemandthatitholdco”apse:bUtthatdoes not affect the Eurothe ball in the recent jockeying for

a second Lisbon Referendum to reverse

But the outstanding anomaly is that the positions. He tried to get the Presidency

the results of the first, and then by cutting €°"® States have admitted Britain to thefor Blair and further/or in the alternative
to order. Of course 'Ehe case of Ireland iscore, While allowing it to be outside the tried to get the post of Foreign High

not at all comparable to that of Greece

Ireland had been through ten years of a

wild and reckless boom—though a kind

_Euro. Representative for either Baroness Ashton
or Peter Mandelson. He paid less attention

Currencies will speculate against eachto the Commissioner posts. As a result

of necessary recklessness—and had puilether. It's natural where currencies areBritain failed to get any of the vital econo-

up fat which might be reduced while

leaving a substantial net gain. It had to

convertible. If the market is accepted asmic portfolios. When Brown realised that
the medium in which the world must exist, a Frenchman wasto getthe Internal Market

concede to EU demands. but it was advanlhere canbe noreasonable complaintabouyportfolio, he is said to have rung Commis-

tageous for it to concede. Nevertheless,

iiSpeculation. When the EU constructedsion President Barroso and begged him to

gave bad example to the European centrdhe Euro and allowed Britain to opt out, it strip out the financial services element of
about what to expect from States on the@ccepted an enemy within the Union—athe job. Barroso wavered, but it is quite

margin.

legitimate Quisling. likely that France and Germany told him
It is Ireland that suffers particularly thatsuch aninnovationwas unacceptable.

Greece behaved prudently by compari-from British currency autarky. It is the Brown had to rest content with having
son with Ireland. But prudence is not a 41y Eyropean country with a land border officials of British origin prominent in
reliable virtue in lottery capitalism. S0 it Britain, which has targetted it as an Barnier's team.

Greeceisintrouble. But Greece isamoregasy market. It makes no sense that the In a speech to the Association of Euro-
substantial society than Ireland—itis more |ish economy should have to compete pean Journalists in Dublin on 18th Decem-

substantially itself—so there is a possibil-
ity thatit might defy the EU to do its worst.

within the EU against an EU economy ber, McCreevy lambasted Sarkozy for
which is free to engage in currency describing the appointment of Barnier as

A class factor is now clearly visible in - geyalyation againstit. What s required is"a defeatfor Anglo Saxon capitalisntie
the EU. What is required from States is o gy yltimatum to dissolve Sterling into continued:

clear signs of action against wages antihe Eyrg in short order, or face EU tariffs

social services.

The EU itself now has a kind of existen-
tial problem. Itnolonger knows whatitis.

Itnow has anincoherenttriple or quadruple cpgriie McCreevy Doesn't Get It

structure:

. the core States,

. the Euro-States,

. the States added at the same time as

Britain, which are Euro-States,

. the States added at the same time as

Britain, which are not Euro-States,

Britain, and

. the more recently added States which
are not Euro-States.

mm O OwWr

"President Sarkozy haslaid to rest once
and for all the myth that EU commission-
ers, certainly French ones, when they go
to Brussels, are expected to leave aside
theirhome member state national interests
and political priorities and act exclusively
in the community interest... like many
of his fellow countrymen, he does not see
the European Commission as a
commission for the advancement of
European interests. He sees it as a
commission for the advancement of
French interests..." (19.12.09 IT).

in the Euro-States.

Charlie McCreevy is the outgoing EU
Commissioner for the Internal Market. In
this job he has facilitated the rampage of
the 'Anglo’ version of capitalism in the
Union. He is to be replaced by Michel
Barnier, nominated by President Nicolas
Sarkozy of France. This appointment was

certainly a blow to the Anglos. Prime  What McCreevy has missed is that a

3



defeat for Anglo-capitalism is not necdgs- historical responsibility, or reality, whethdr
sarily just a French gain: it is a gain for in terms of treaty obligations or capability,
European Social Capitalism, based |onthe developed countries should uncongi-

Editorial Digest

Border Development The border

Christian-Democratic ideals, on which the
EU was founded. Anglo Capitalism hgs
run the world into deep financial crisis,

tionally continue to take the lead to cpt
emission by a big margin after 2012, apd
fulfil their obligations in providing fund

and that has given France, Germany ndnd transferring technology to developifng

the rest the self-confidence to call a half toountries so as to increase the developing

its rampage through the Union. To puf it
into the prevailing shorthand: the appoipt-
ment of Barnier represents a victory |of
Berlin over Boston.

China On Climate Change

The Chinese Ambassador to Ireland sent
a spirited response to a Climate
Conference report in the Irish Times.
Extracts from it appear below

"...To help the conference achieve
tangible results, the Chinese government

has recently announced its targets for 2020

based on 2005 levels. Theyinclude: bringing
down CO2 per unit of GDP by 40-45 per
cent, increasing the ratio of non-fossil energy

to 15 percent, andexpandingforestcoveragqjevebped countries. We will reach o

by 40 million hectares.

...Chinais a developing country with per
capita GDP just exceeding $3,000.
According to the UN standard, there are still
150 million people living in poverty.
Meanwhile, China's energy structure is

dominated by coal, which puts huge pressureman-made or not, reducing pollution must

on the country and makes it especially
difficult for it to control greenhouse gas
emissions.

China's targets are no less ambitious tharnremains in doubt: the organisers of the

those of any developed country. From 1990
to 2005, CO2 emission intensity per unit of
GDP of all developed countries dropped
only by 26 per cent, Chinadropped by 46 per
cent.

countries' ability to cope with climate chande.
Empty talk about international co-operatiohn,
in disregard of historical responsibility and
facts, or talk only about the so-called shared
responsibility, will not convince the world.
Developing countries should make
contribution within their own powers b
implementing sustainable developme
strategies.

To make the Copenhagen conferenc

a

il

success, we must adhere to the UN Fraine-

work Convention on Climate Change andts
Kyoto Protocol, stick to the principle of
common but differentiated responsibilitig¢s
and follow the Bali roadmap mandate.
...China's voluntary reduction targets dlo
not attach any conditions; it is not linked fo
any other country's action. China will nevgr,
ever, renew the old-road “pollute first, corregct
later” and “luxurious emissions” o
ir
emission reduction targets and achigve
sustainable development with a responsiple
attitude to the environment and mankind."

Liu Biwei

Editorial Note: Whether climate change is

be beneficial to urbanised societies—and the
Chinese are intent on doing so. Whether the
Climate change activists are as serious

Copenhagen Conference required 1,200
limousines for the assembled delegations.
As there were not enough in Denmark itself,
the gas guzzlers were driven in from Sweden
and Germany!

Theissue of climate change is the commog
challenge now facing the internationa
community. It is the Chinese government'

NO BIRTH-CONTROL

position that the basic principle of “commo
but differentiated responsibilities” should

FOR MAYON

be upheld by the international community t
tackle the challenge.

It should be understood that the lon
period of industrialisation of the develope
countries is the root cause of today's climal
change. During the 155 years from 1850
2005, the world has discharged 1.122
trillion tons of CO2, of which, 806.5 billion
tons or 72 per cent, came from develope
countries. According to 2006 survey of glob.
emission, the per capita emission b
developed countries is almost four time
that of developing countries. The Kyot
Protocol stipulates that developed countri
must reduce emissions collectively by 5.
per cent during the period of 2008-2012 o
1990 basis.

In fact, most developed countries hav

increased, not reduced emissions. On the ¥ **
other hand, the developed countries hayje /'S time to hop off that carousel.

promised funds and technology transfer t

developing countries, but for the past 2

years little or no action has been taken.
Whether from the point of view of

[

Mount Mayon in the central Philipping
burped but wasn't heard in Copenhag
by developed nations with their faging,
speechmakers, five-star hotels,
limousines,
while Mayon grows more pregnant wi
magma.
Her twenty-one sisters await the birth
Angst controls humanity, not the eart
which will change forever despite dog
Now that others manufacture their ne
Rhonda Valley a low-carbon region,
no Clyde shipbuilding for th¢
Glaswegian—

h

ds

they see the curse of the consumer crg¢ed.

Mount Mayon threatens pyroclastic he

Wilson John Haire. 20 December, 2004

I'he 21 sisters are of course those volcanoes
in the Philippines that can activate.

between Derry and Donegal could soon
be a thing of the past! A Southern based
firm, Emerald Holdings, has secured
finance and permission to extend the
borders of Derry City into Donegal,
building retail parks and other facilities
along the road to Buncranna with plans
for about 4,000 homes, with work
beginning in 2010. So soon people will
be able to give their addresses as—
Derry City, Co. Donegal!

t
Cold War A continuing feature of attacks
b g by thelrish Newson Sinn Fein over the

last few months has been the almost
lurid accounts of the fates of the
"disappeared—informers shot during
the war by the IRA. Even the name of
Captain Nairac has been dragged up—
the man now generally accepted as
having led the UDR patrol which
massacred the members of the Miami
Showband. Another tack has been to
claim that the Hunger Strike could have
been called off after the first three deaths,
as the prisoners' demands were already
accepted, and that the outside leadership
insisted on going ahead. But this
allegation has been comprehensively
refuted by ex-prisoners and others.

Paisley Book David Gordon, late of this

parish, recently launched a booRhe
Fall Of The House Of Paisleyat
Queens University Bookshop. It was
largely based on a series of articles he
has been writing in tHgelfast Telegraph
exposing the doings of lan Og Paisley
and his relatively trivial financial
shenanigans—trivial certainly by the
standards practised in the Mother of
Parliaments over the water. The serious
effect, however, was to bring down his
father. Big lan may be considered to
have been a bit of a hooligan over the
years. But his abiding legacy has been
his relationship with Martin McGuinness
in recent times—the so-calléchuckle
brothers" By sharing power at Stormont,
he made Republicans an acceptable and
trustworthy body to a substantial body
of Protestant. Untrustworthiness was a
particularly strong prejudice when it
cametothe Protestant view of Catholics.
(And Martin looked a nice clean lad as
welllll)

Flower Power The Students' Union at the

Coleraine Campus of the University of
Ulster has reversed its decision to allow
the Easter Lily to be sold there as well as
the Poppy. The was under pressure from
the so-called Equality Commission
which said the ruling was made to
promote"a good harmonious working
environment" The Young Unionist
group there said it was'small victory

for its protect the poppy campaign”.



Historical Baggage Less than two year

there were positive aspects to it. It pre- sector counterparts. SIPTU as well as the

ago the Historical Enquiries Team wgs vented a brain drain from the public sector. Central Statistics Office have questioned

set up to investigate unsolved killings
especially those involving collusion wi
the RUC Special Branch. In that sh
time it has arrested 12 men—far mg
than the RUC ever did. Now new Chi
Constable Baggot has decided to abo
it and hand th&nvestigations'back to
the police—the very people who we
themselves largely under suspicion.

Low Grade Operations. It would seem
the supposedly defunct Special Brary
is on some kind of a rampage of intimi

ation against Republicans—mostly jn

the Border Counties, butalso in Belfast
where they arrested Marion Prig
recently. The system is to pick peoq
up, with no intention of charging then

and then let them go after a few days

Well, that will garner support for th
peace process, won't it? But then

peace process was hardly top of the
It is algo

Special Branch's priorities.
harassing Provos, especially S
Hughes, who thiish Newshas decide

The generous pay rates prevented greatethis analysis, but there is no doubt that
inequality in our society. Although public there is a substantial difference between
rt sector professionals and executive staffthe respective sectors.
re received remuneration packages far greater
ef than their counterparts in other European The economic downturn has resulted
ishcountries, it was also true that the low- in a dramatic increase in unemployment
paid benefited. within the private sector. This has put
But that was then and this is now . . . downward pressure on the wages of exist-
ing employees. Some employment surveys
While the bubble had its positive effects, suggest that the decrease in wages has not
it created an illusion about the true extentbeen that dramatic, but this is misleading.
of economic wealth being generated in While some existing employees have had
~ the economy. We have been consumingonly small reductionsin pay, any employer
more than we have been producing inin a position to recruit new employees is
g recentyears. The good news is that, unlikepaying far less than the employees who
e other European countries such as Spainhave been replaced. This writer knows of
Ireland is likely to have a balance of afactory managerwhowason 100k before
' payments surplus this year. Neverthelessbeing laid off. The person in question has
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 ”the challenge of reducing accumulateda very good reputation but was happy to

‘heprivate and public debt needs to be—andjoin a new company on a salary of 50k.
is being—tackled. In short, we need to

produce more and consume less.

In such circumstances it would have
been unjust for a greater burden to have
N A small open economy cannot spend _been placgd onthe priv.ate sector. Accprd—

its way out of a recession since the domestidngly, Lenihan cut public sector pay with

to "out” or felon-set as a member of the market is not large enough and the effectthe higher paid enduring the largest cuts.

IRA's Army Council. Even Sinn Fein

of the stimulus is to increase spending on  Forhigher paid public sector employees

Minister for Rural Development, Conqr imports exacerbating the crisis. Also, suchthe cuts will be:

Murphy, has been moved to exprgssan economy dependent on foreign bor- go,

outrage atthe raids, Prisonersinthej
are also being given a hard time.

Carmel Hanna is to resign as SDLH
MLA member for South Belfast. She
being replaced by Conall McDevit]
Managing Director of public relation

firm Weber Shandwick. Mr McDevitt i$

favourable to Fianna Fail.

1S S di fid for salaries between 125k to 165k.
rowing must give its creditors confidence 1504, o those earning between 165k to
in its {abmty to pay its way. At present 200k

th_ere is a doubt at_Jout the ability of the 1504 for those on greater than 200k

Irish State to repay its loans. We have had

to pay a premium to compensate such The salary of the Taoiseach will be

creditors for the risk of lending to the Irish reduced by 20%.

State. At the beginning of the crisis, the

Irish State was borrowing at interest rates,

S

[2)

For constitutional reasons the judiciary
s been asked to make a voluntary contri-

equal to 3 percentage points higher thanbution. But itis by no means clear that the

Budget 2010

continued

the Germans. Since the beginning of [asty ey General's advice on this matter
year the budgetary adjustments have

reduced the risk premium to less than 1 5is correct. There is a view that the Consti-
KD "“tution only prevents the Government from
percentage points.

reducing the salaries of individual judges
We are fortunate that interest rates are(as a sanction for judicial decisions which
ata historic low, butifthere is any recovery displease the Government) but there is no

expansion of credit, but the Governmentin the world economy they will rise. This restriction on reducing the salaries of all
did not want to spoil the party—making is all the more reason for the national debtthe judiciary especially in the context of a
the economic hangover all the more severeto be addressed sooner rather than later.general reduction in public sector pay.
Fianna Fail must bear the lion's share of Lower paid public servants will have a
responsibility for the demise of the Tiger, ~ The Irish Political Reviewdoes not 5% reduction in the first 30k of pay; a
but no political party advocated policies, regret that Lenihan has ruled out de-7.5% reduction on the next 40k; and a
which would have averted the crisis. Therevaluation. Even if it were practical to 10% reduction on the next 55k. In this
were no calls for property taxes or control leave the Euro—which this magazine doeswriter's view this is a realistic reflection of
of credit. No one wanted to spoil the party not believe—we would be against such awhat has been happening in the wider
when it was in full flow. policy. Devaluation is a cowardly a- economy withthe exceptionthatthe lower-
political solution. Itaims to restore compet- paid have received greater protection.
Now that the Tiger is dead, it should at itiveness by making everyone equally
least be given adecent burial. It was not allpoorer in relation to the rest of the world.  Many will consider the cuts in Social
about excess. In the last 12 years Socialt takes no account of who is better able towelfare particularly harsh. For those of
Welfare dependants received significantbear the burden of resolving the crisis. working age the overall reduction will be
benefits well over the rate of inflation. just over 4%. The Minister defended this
Unemployment Benefit increased by One can agree or disagree with Leni- measure by claiming that the cost of living
130%. There was a dramatic increase inhan's Budget, but it cannot be denied thathad reduced by 6.2% over the last year. It
Child Benefit (330%). Pensioners were hard political choices have been made.was noticeable that the State Pension
also big winners (120%). The buoyant The Government has decided that publicremained unchanged. The Minister
economy led to increases in private sectorsector workers are better able to bear theexplained this preferential treatment by
pay; and the public sector was certainly brunt of this crisis. An ESRI report last claiming that the drop in the cost of living
not left behind. There is no doubt that the September suggests that public sectoenefited pensioners by less than other
Benchmarking process was flawed butworkers earn 26% more than their private social groups.



There have been great strides in thebut the Minister decided not to confront 200k a year regardless of where they are

payments for Child Benefit. In the last 12 the powerful anti-smoking lobby.

tax resident. This is to be welcomed.

yearsithas more thantrebled, butthisyear The reversal of the Minister's previous

it will be reduced by 9.6% for the lower VAT increase of 0.5% will provide cold

Despite what the Minister said there

rate and 7.9% for the higher rate. The comfort to people in the retail sector. We probably was room for increasing the top

Minister hinted that a more focussed
approach benefiting the low paid will be

adopted in the future.

There will be savings of 400 million in
Health. The Minister claims that this will
be largely due to improved efficiencies

are back to a standard rate of 21% whichrate of tax, even if the Income Levies he

is still well above the UK equivalent of imposed at the beginning of 2009 bring

17.5%. the marginal rate above 50% for high
The Minister introduced a very modest earners.

car scrappage scheme for 2010. It will CONCLUSION

give VRT relief of up to 1,500 for cars  This was a harsh Budget which was

older than 10 years. While the Motor difficult for Trade Unions to support.

rather than a diminution in services. As Trade has had ahorrendous time inthe lasHowever it would be wrong to say that it
part of these savings a prescription chargecouple of years, encouraging people towas "Thatcherite" It was a reasonable
of 50 cent per item will be imposed for buy more new German and Japanese cargttempt to deal with the economic crisis.

medicines covered by the medical cardwill not solve our economic problems.
scheme. Some have argued that this is

unfair because it is the doctor alone w

determines the prescriptions, but therethe Budgetwas that private sector employ-

has always been a suspicion that thisis
entirely true.

Overall the Government is expected

save 4 billion in 2010: 3 billion will be
saved on the current and the remainder oreapital located in Ireland of greater than

the capital side. The Minister claims th
part of the 1 billion reduction in the Capi

tad

Lenihan has indicated that there will be a
need for greater reform in the coming
years: including the introduction of a
Property Tax; consolidation of Social
Insurance levies; and reform of pension
provision. The Trade Union movement
must have an input into these important
reforms.
The 2010 Budget for all its short-

comings does not justify the abandon-
ment of Social Partnership.

ho  Probably the most significant aspect of

NOtes were left unscathed. However, the
Minister intends to impose taxes on the
very wealthy. Irish non-resident but

t0 domiciled individuals with a worldwide
income of over 1 million and who have

at €5 million will be required to pay alevy of

side will be as a result of a reduction jn

prices. By international standards to
capital investment at 6.4 billion or 5% ¢
GNP is quite high.

The Minister intends to abolish mor

gage interest relief by the end of 201{7.

This is reasonable. People who boug

homes at the peak of the property bogm

will be able to avail of it until then.

There were not many incentives f
employment, but there is a limit to what

budget can do. However, employers wll

be given a PRSI exemption for ne
employees. There will be an increase
funding of 136 million to provide ar

additional 26,000 training places and

supports.

The Minister will also set up Cred
Review Committees to ensure that t
banks fulfil their side of the bargain an
allow credit flow to enterprises.

There was also areduction in consuni

tion taxes. This is welcome. Consumpti®n high quality of his commentary has deteri-

taxes are a regressive form of tax becal
low income earners spend a higher p
portion of their income than high earne
In Ireland the loss of tax revenue fro
cross-border shopping is a further reas
to reduce such taxes on consumption. 1
Minister believes that the key driver fq
cross border shopping is the price of drir
Accordingly he has made the followin
reductions:

12 cent per pint of beer and cider;
14 cent per half glass of spirits; and
60 cent per standard bottle of wine.

There is an even stronger case
reducing duties on cigarettes, a very hi
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' David McWilliams And The Crisis:

- areply to Malachi Lawless
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| have the disadvantage of not havingand reversion to the punt would return us
read any of McWilliams's books or, unlike to the British economic sphere.
Malachi, having attended any of his politi-
cal cabarets. However, | have read numer-
), Ous newspaper articles by him and haveduot
5 Seensome o.f his previous teleyision series
i and all of his most re_cemdt_:hcted To
[, Moneyseries, which | paid particular atten-
intion to.

Malachi has the following revealing
e from McWilliams:

"The Euro made the crazy Irish boom
possible and now that we are in the bust
our membership of the Euro is making
any recovery virtually impossible."

So the Euro made our boom possible!

Up until recently | have been in agree- That is some admission for a Euro sceptic!
ment with his analysis and supported hisAnd why call the Irish boorticrazy™? It
solution to the banking crisis of Septemberresulted in a real increase in the standard
¢ 2008, which was the Bank Guarantee ofliving for the mass of the people and the
e Scheme. (_Ir_10|dentally, Brian Lenihan says achievement of full employment. We have
g that McWilliams does not hold the patent experienced a severe set-back in the last

on the Bank Guarantee Scheme as therg8 months but we have not suddenly

were other economists who also proposethecome a poor country.
p-this policy). However, in my opinion the .
If the Euro made the Irish boom pos-
[serated in the last twelve months and hasSible, l would suggest that we would want
o-been replaced by a populist rhetoric. Thet0 have a very good reason to leave it. Mc
s. cabaret and show biz used to have the/Villiams says that by being part of the
m purpose of bringing his analysis to awider EUro we are depriving ourselves of the

onaudience but now has become an end irPolicy option of devaluation. _
hatself. If we devalue, our Euro-denominated

and other foreign currency borrowing will
| am not sure whether the analogy of increase our debt relative to the new
John Redmond's disastrous support fordomestic currency. | gather from Malachi's
the First World War with the Government's analysis that McWilliams thinks we should
support for the Euro is Malachi's or renege onthisdebt. | alsorecall reading an
McWilliams's: either way it is, in my article by McWilliams in which he said
opinion, a false analogy. If one wants to that international lenders only think of the
persist with 1916 analogies, | would say future and not the past. Notwithstanding
orthat our joining of the Euro was an attempt his banking experience, | don't believe
phto reconnect with odigallant allies"on  him. | am pretty sure that international
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proportion of which are bought illegally

, the Continent; abandonment of the Eurolenders would be reluctant to lend to a



State with a record of defaulting on i
loans. Any future loans to a defaulti
State would have avery high risk premiu
Our 1993 devaluation was a spec|
case. Firstly we didn'tdefault on any loal
Secondly, it was clear that this would
our last devaluation because we
committed to the Euro. By contra
International lenders looking at Irela
leaving the Euro could not assume th
any devaluation would be our last one.

well as a credit risk we would have to pay

an exchange rate risk premium, with
the problems that would cause for Iri

companies exporting to the rest of the

world. Finally, McWilliams seems t
forget that in 1993 there were contin

speculative attacks against our currengy

This was something that we no longer
to worry about on joining the Euro.

But even if there were none of thepe

disadvantages | would still be agai
leaving the Euro in order to have a w
currency. Adevaluation makes a countr

industry competitive by making everyone

—in theory—poorer in relation to the re
of the world. (Of course, wealthy citize
of that country holding foreign assets

be less affected than other citizens by

devaluation.) In my view this is an apolifj-

cal way of dealing with the crisis. T
wealthy should bear the brunt of the cri

In my view Brian Lenihan's budget w
an honest attempt to deal with our eco
mic problems. Higher civil servants h
their salaries cut by more than lower p
civil servants. A devaluation would ha
cut the purchasing power of all wag
earners: both in the public and priv
sector by the same percentage. Thiswg
not be an equitable solution to the cris

| have found McWilliams's articles o
NAMA to be full of empty rhetoric ang
devoid of reasoned analysis. Judging
Malachi's review, the book does not se
to be much better. | don't accept th
NAMA is a"con job of criminal propor-
tions"or that we are th&/ietNAMA of the
EU German/French Empire'Neither do
| accept that the assets thatM will buy
are wortH'near to nothing:' There will be
an independent valuation of the loans t
will be transferred to AMA . My informa-
tionisthatthe independent valuations w
err on the conservative side. It might
the case that N\vA will pay at a discount
of 40% rather than the projected 30
discount. If this is the case, our banks nf
need to be nationalised. By then at le
we will have a far better idea of what th
are worth than we had back in Septem
2008.

In conclusion, David McWilliams wat
a great act, but he has gone on for far
long! There are already too many clow
in the Irish media!
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iInevitable Failure in Afghanistan
al
S.
e

Edward Longwill examines whether or not the political and military objectives
of coalition forces are achievable

L. Prior to the British Army's departure an “"outcome where defeating the insur-
d from Basra, General Sir Richard Dannattgency is no longer possibleHowever
tpuincIy stated he believed that British McChrystal acknowledged that simply
troops in Irag needed to lealsometime  sending more troops would not reverse
soon"because their presence was counterthe deteriorating situation. He accepted
productive. Dannatt caused further contro-that, without a new military strategy, the
versy when he openly criticised the British deployment of additional soldiers could
Government's decision to deploy many not allow forces to retake the initiative
soldiers from Iraq into Afghanistan with- from the Taliban. Irrespective of his
out the necessary equipment to performjudgement, the US will send more troops
their duties. and pressurise other NATO member states
ad President Barack Obama authorisedto follow suit.
similar measures for the US Army by
withdrawing soldiers from Iraqonlytore-  In early September 2009, Eric Joyce, a
st deploy them to Afghanistan. In fact the former Major in the British Army and
Kk quantity of US troops doubled this year parliamentary aide to Bob Ainsworth, the
'sand many European NATO member statesBritish Defence Secretary, resigned over
have increased their personnel levels inpolicy on Afghanistan. He favours a
t the country. With a combined force of phasedwithdrawal and questionsthe entire
s approximately 100,000 soldiers, 60% of rationale for British involvement with the
| whom are US, coalition forces have a coalition by rejecting the claim tHdosses
heformidable military capability to fight the  can be justified by simply referring to the
Taliban. risk of greater terrorism on our streets"
Figures from the Ministry of Defence
is. show that, comparedtothe level ofcombat A British opinion poll conducted in
injuries sustained by British troops serving mid August found that two-thirds would
S in Afghanistan during 2006, the 2009 support a decision to bring British troops
O-casualty rate has more than tripled. Howishome. The Canadian Government has
dthis possible? More coalition soldiers already indicated it intends to withdrawal
id simply equate to more available targets.nearly 3,000 of its soldiers from Kandahar
€ Taliban fighters have proved extremely province within 18 months and the Dutch
S adaptive inresponse to increased coalitionGovernment set a similar withdrawal time-
te strength. table. Most Governments of European
uld contributors are facing mounting public
S. Using classic guerrilla tactics the opposition to their involvement. This
Taliban will never occupy a stationary prompted Anders Fogh Rasmussen,
" position or attempt to attack coalition Secretary-General of NATO, to recently
troops in locations which leave them admitthat European states would not send
byvulnerable to airstrikes. Although coalition more combat troops.
EMforces have increasingly used armoured
attransport vehicles, some specifically = With US forces stretched to the limit it
designed to withstand blasts from roadsideis difficult to envisage where extra troops
bombs, the Taliban have adapted by luringwill come from. Although European
troops into areas inaccessible by suchmember states in NATO have received
vehicles and forcing troops to conduct increasing pressure from the US to deploy
foot patrols. additional numbers, casualties and hostile
hat  After soldiers conduct mediumto large- domestic public opinion will make this
_ scale operations to 'retake’ a Taliban heldunlikely. An alternative is to expand the
il area, the country is too vast to maintain aAfghan Army which already has 100,000
DE permanent garrison and when troops with-soldiers and in March 2009 President
draw the Taliban return. Clearly the Obamarevealed plansto enlarge the force
% military objectives have not been achievedto 260,000 over as many as seven years at
ayand the recent elections in Afghanistan,a potential cost of $20 billion.
Astivhich many hoped would strengthen  However the Afghan Army is notori-
LY Afghani political institutions, proved ously unmotivated to engage the Taliban
Delunsuccessful. and many of its soldiers serve the army to
make a living and are not driven by ideo-
Recently, US Army General Stanley logical loyalty to the Afghan state.
McChrystal warned the entire mission Furthermore the Soviet Union attempted
focould end in failure. He made the stark similar measures during their presence in
1S comment that if coalition forces could not the country. After failing to defeat the
reorganise in response to the Taliban'sMujahideen, the Soviets completely with-
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recent successes the coalition would facedrew their military in February 1989 and
7



left security in the hands of an Afghan
Army which they had recruited, traing¢d
and armed. Within seven years this a
collapsed into tribal militias and by 19
a group known as the Taliban achie
dominance.

6
e

The primary objectives for US/NATO
War in Afghanistan were to overthrown
the Taliban, end Islamic extremism in the
country, and build a western-style de
cracy. Afghani tribalism will not mould
itself to western style democracy becali§
an Afghan national identity is non-existeht
Rather than end Islamic extremism, onfth
contrary foreign intervention has spread it
to a number of neighbouring countrig¢s
most notably Pakistan which has witnesfé
severe security problems along its borge

Warnings from General McChrystal
and Major (retired) Joyce are clegr
Political and military objectives have njot
been achieved and perhaps it is time|fd
western Governments to realise they fal
unattainable. The only remaining quest|o
now is how many foreign soldiers apd
Afghanis will get killed or maimed befoie
Western Governments accept this an
allow coalition forces to withdraw.

On 16th November Gordon Brown
announced he wanted to hold an ‘infer
national conference' on the Afghan
to discuss strategy. This Conference
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dSecurity Council in August 2003, wer
"are as follows:
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Libya & Megrahi

Text of letter sent to The Guardian,
but not published

Contrary to your report (Shadow
Megrahi hangs over Libya's mass cé
bration of Gaddafi's 40 years, Septem
1), Libya never accepted responsibi
for the Lockerbie plane bombing.

It is true that Libya put its name to

IRA forces at Kilmichael were certainly
unconventional soldiers in that they were
irregular, they were a paramilitary organis-
ation, as were the Auxiliaries he added.
“The technical term for the Auxiliaries
would have been mercenaries in that they

bf were not regular members of the armed
|e-forces who had been brought into being
berdy a government as a paramilitary force
ity broughtto another country, well equipped

very well paid highly motivated and under

a the carte blanche of marshal law. So there

Sorm of words that the US and UK is nothing unconventional about Kil-
| governments were willing to interpret jas Michael except that it was a resounding

accepting responsibility. The words, Victory for Tom Barry and the IRA...

contained in a letter to the President ofjthe
e had been afalse surrender {by some of the

“Discussions about whether or notthere

British}—and the balance of historical
evidence suggests there was—was in any

‘Libya, as a sovereign state, as gengejrrelevant. Itwas ared herring. The

facilitated the bringing to justice of the
two suspects charged with the bomb|
of Pan Am 103; and accepts responsib
for the actions of its officials".

But Libya never said its "officials" wele

guilty.
David Morrison

PS The full text of the Libyan letter w
appended to a press statement issug
Foreign Office Minister, Denis McShan
on 15 August 2003: see

http://www.fco.gov.uk/resources/en/press-release/20}
08/fco_npr_150803_libya

3/

take place on 28th January 2010 in Londomn
Unfortunately on 1st December Obama
announced the sending of an additional
30,000 troops and is appealing for other
countries to provide a further 10,000.

Britain, Poland, Georgia and Slovakia
will send 500, 600, 900 and 250 respqct-

Report:
Kilmichael Ambush Commemoration

Kilmichael And First Dail

ively, yet the Netherlands and Canga The following report appeared in the

remain steadfast to withdrawing their

troops in 2010-11. President Sarkozy @nd

Chancellor Merkel will not send additio
soldiers until the London Conference|is
held.

Will reason prevail at this Conference?
The US position is dogmatic and Robgrt

Gates, US Defence Secretary, believes

that a surge in Afghanistan, akin to fhe
surge in Iraq, will produce a simil&end
state" Thisis hardly an attractive outconje
considering the current political apd
economic condition of Irag—not to me,
tion the security situation which on
December saw over 500 people either
killed or injured in a multiple car bomb

attack in Baghdad.

'County' Supplement of the Irish
Examiner (8.12.09)

"...Dr Ruan O'Donnell, head of the

rl;g/ Ireland? and wh

real issue is why were British forces in
y would local men seek to
oppose them in arms and in short the
answer is that they had the mandate of the
first Dail. The first Dail had been protected
by the overwhelming Sinn Féin victory in
December 1918 specifically on a
programme of separate unitary lIrish

hs Republic and it was the refusal of the
d bBritish Government to acknowledge that
e, change in Irish mood that led to their

militarisation of Ireland and the violent
response of the IRA.

“Not everyone is going to like that, but
that is simply history”...

Historians “should not be afraid of the
truth and in cases where there was un-
toward actions they should be acknow-
ledged but we need to revise this evenly as
far as possible”...

“Part of the particular slant taken in
some historiography on Cork during the
Tan war was influenced by the political
agenda of the 1970s and had very little to
do with actual historical understanding”,

history department in the University of he added."

Limerick, said the position of the Kil-
michael ambush and Tom Barry's reputa
tion in Irish history was a question of thg
overall integrity of the Irish revolution.

The ambush by Tom Barry and his me
on November 28, 1921, resulted in th
death of 17 members of the British force)
and two members of the IRA.

It was absolutely normal in guerrilla
warfare for effective and sometimes eve

brutal ambushes to take place, Dr Rugn

O'Donnell told the gathering. While the

L
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UN Authority For Afghan War?

This letter was sent to The Guardian in
December, but it was not published

Timothy Garton Ash writes (‘Obama has
charted an Afghan course. Britain must lead
the way on Pakistan’, December 3) that the

initial US action against Afghanistan of an attack on the US, largely planned ippart in the war and occupation of
enjoyed international legitimacy, including Hamburg and the US, and carried out mogtlyAfghanistan was €270,000.

"endorsement from the UN security
council". This is not correct: the Security

Council didn't pass a Chapter VIl resoluti
authorising the US to take military acti
against Afghanistan. In fact, the US justif
its action as self-defence in accordance

Article 51 of the UN Charter. It was ne

obvious to me that Afghanistan deserve
be subjected to US military action beca

by Saudi nationals, trained in US flying
schools. David Morriso

ithDail Deputy Caoimhghin O Caolain, the

Save Over A Quarter Million Euro By
Withdrawing Irish Troops From Afghanistan

In response to a question by Sinn Fein

Minister for Defence Mr. Willie O'Dea
TD admitted that the annual cost to the
rish people to have 7 Irish soldiers taking

(From Peace & Neutrality Alliance
press release by Roger Cole.)




A NEW HIGH PRIEST? observations of Major McDowell.
If the Church is a beaten docket, who The Irish TimesEstablishment has
Shorts will replace it? Certainly noThe Irish  O'Toole's measure.
Timesfor all its pretensions.
Miriam O'Callaghaninterviewed Fintan Tug LEGAL ESTABLISHMENT
O'Toole with his father on RTE radio  ButeverThe Irish Timekstablishment
the Long Fellow (5.12.09). O'Toole's father was a bus condoes not always have its way. The Supreme
ductor and his mother worked as a cleaneCourt balked at putting the newspaper's
THE CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT for the Irish RressThe father was some- _Editor Geraldine [(enn_edy and its_journal-

The Long Fellow has not learned much thing of an mtellectual who found _the ist C_olrn Keena in prison following the
more about child abuse from mediareportsconversat'on of his work mates ted|ou_spubllcat|on ofc_onﬂdentlal documentsfrorn
on the Murphy Report than he had learneg@nd preferred to read Shakespeare dun_ngwe Mahon Tribunal, but nevertheless it
from the reports on the Ryan Reportorthetea breaks, which must have alienated himook umbrage at Kennedy's deC|S|on_ to
Laffoy Report before. from his coIIea_gues. He does not seem talestroy such documents. This action

The Irish Catholic Churchis a decadent Nave had any interest in politics but wasappeared to the Court as an attempt to pre-
institution. It stands condemned not ml_Jch more engaged with high culture. Heempt its decision._So,_despite finding in
because it had sexual perverts in its midstsaid that he always wanted the best fofavour ofThe Irish Timegtfeltitnecessary
but because of the manner in which SheFintan and his other children and took underto award costs amounting to about 600k
dealt with them. The power of the institu- standable p_ride in their achievem_e_nts. against the newspaper.
tion, which began under British rule and __ Fintan said that he was a beneficiary of
continued under the Treaty settlement, 20N0ghO'Malley'sfree education schemeTug RTE ESTABLISHMENT
meant that the Church's problems werea@nd was th_e first person in his family to The Long F_ellow ha_s remarked l:_)efore
problems for the society. receive ath|rd_level educatlon._Contrast]ngtnat the medla—partlculerlyl'he Irish

In all the orgy of self-flagellation the his own and his father's experience ofhfe,ﬁmesand RTE—pursues its own ag_enda
media has exempted itself alone from thehe commented that ther_e had been enormndependentl_y of the rest of thel society.
charge of complicity. It is so busy kicking ©YS social progress. This caused an aston- This was _|IIustrated yet again by Pat
the Church when it is down—something ished reaction from_ O'Callaghan who Kenny on hIS. Budget radio programme
which it never dared to do at the height of asked if she could wrlte_that last commentw!th Brian Lemhen. The programme began
the Church's power when such kicking down."You mean the Irish Sta_te wasn't awith a blzer_re dlscusslon between Kenny
might have had a useful effect—that it has complete failure?!O'Toole cla|med_ that andthe Minister for Finance on the subje_ct
made itself incapable of answering the he never wonld suggest sucn a th_|ng anaf Stamp Duty. There was atime thatradio
basic journalistic question: Why? that his fulminations n’The Irish Times presenters were not supposed to express

Archbishop Diarmuid Martin was suit- Were born of frust.rat|on at how much theirown opinions butthatwasalongtlrne
ably contrite on RTE's Prime Time MOré could_be a(_:hlev_ed. _ ago. Now it seems they can bring up topics
(26.11.09), but if he expected help from Maybe Flntan is being sincere. But theclose to home, so to speak. Kenny th_lnks
the media experts present he was Sadheffect o_f h!s colurnns is to promote that the Stamp Duty rate of 9% is too hlgh.
mistaken. The official Church explanation demoralisation and indicate the futility of He began by suggesting that a reduction
—_since abandoned—that the institution PUrsuing any'worthwhlle reform in view would help p_eeple buy new houses. The
was on dlearning curve"in relation to of the perennlal_ bacl_<\_/vardness ofthe_lrlsrperplexe_d Minister re_plled that this rate
child abuse begs far more questions tharP€ople and their poI|t|c_aI repre_sentatlve_s.only applied to expensive (trophy?) houses,
it answers about an institution which  ©'Toole was most interesting on his now that the property bubble had burs_t.
claims expertise on the difference betweenCareer path. Aft_er leaving university he Kenny then su_gg_ested helpfully that it
right and wrong. worked fprMeglll pefore .Coner Brady might help existing owners trade up

Martin said that the sexual abuse of offered himajob witlThe Irish TimesHe  because of a growing family.
children was a crime in Civil law and agonis_ed very briefly a_lbout joining the ~How can a politician respond sensibly,
Canon law as well as being a grievous Sin_E_stabllshment but his wife apparently told dlplor_nancally an(_j _caIme to such inane
All of this was known. From the 1920s him to cop himself on. guestions? The Minister must have thought
until the 1960s the Church knew how to 1 heLong Fellow has seenan intervieyvthat of all the problems arising fro_m the
deal with child abuse, but something that O_‘Too_Ie gave to a French ecademmbudget that was the . . . most curious he
happened in the 1960s. He said this on the he Irls_h Timesolumnist sees hlmself as had heard!

Prime Timeprogramme, but the two something of a rebel“ffom a Marxist 'I_'he programme then m_oved on to the
journalists present—Miriam O'Callaghan background”even—whose views are mainevent, whichwasthe listeners’phone
and Mary Raftery—were not interested. ©érated by an infinitely indulgent and in. .

About ten years ago the Long Fellow liberal dispensation. _ The nanonel nroadca'lster.seems to see
heard David Quinn, a formeish Catholic But if The Irish Timess indulgent, ItSroleasfacilitating the ‘public’in abusing
Editor, make a similar remark, but Quinn O'Toole has never given it reason to have?ur democratically elected politicians and
went in to more detail. He said that the any regrets. Unlike John Waters—orever\?\;ate'ns'_“tu'“ons' Inthe case of Joe Duffy's
problem was with Vatican 2. Before Kevin Myers—O'Toole did not create too VWhine Linethere is no evidence of any
Vatican 2 the sexual abuse of a child wasmuch of a fuss over the exorbitant salarieNecking out of the stories. Everything is
regarded as a sin resulting in immediateof The Irish Time&ditor and its Managing t@ken at face value.
laicisation depriving the perpetrator of the Director. In the last financial crisis that Some of the callers questioning the
Church's protection against the law of thethe newspaper experienced in 2001 Minister on Pat Kenny's show verged on
State. After Vatican 2 it was regarded as aO'Toole gave the most benign interpret-the abusive and one caller became hyster-
sickness in which the priest could be ation possible of the workings®he Irish ical. In atleast one case the Minister show-
rehabilitated after a period of counselling Times Trustwhen that institution came ed that the claims to hardship were bogus.
and resume his duties as before. under scrutiny. He can be relied upon toThe fact that Lenihan dealt with the calls

That explanation may or may not be review books relating tdhe Irish Times in a competent manner does not excuse
correct, but in all the acres of newsprint such as James Downey's autobiographyvhat happened. The office of the Minister
devoted to the subject it is the most plaus-or Mark O'Brien's history of the newspaperfor Finance should not be subjected to
ible one that the Long Fellow has heard. withoutrevealing any of their controversial such indignity. -
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Obituary Lib-Lab because | thought that she wasbook in a couple of weeks and gave it to
going to write the biography of Ernest her to do what she could or would with.
. . Bevin as the politician who made the Not one of the publishers would touch it.
Nina Fishman working class a force in the state, and had There were two reasons why. One was
his achievement frittered away by Bevan- thatNew Left Revieand some Trotskyist
; ism. But | notice from the obituary that groups had a strong presence in publishing
13:;]h§al;ﬁgg %%Goub?{gﬁg zfmlj) gﬁgggﬁ;phshejnvolved hers_elfin the Ane_urin Bevan affairs and thgylatedBICO. The other
of Nina Fishman, who was a member of So_C|ety. So the idea of her given by thewas thataWhltehaII Department had taken
BICO for about 17 years. The article was obituary may well be accurate for her last over the' governing of Nprthern Irela}nd
by Donald Sassoon. It, along with the twenty years. fromthemeffe_ctualUmomst Party (which
photograph, presents Nina as the kind of _ _ ook no part in patronage), and was an
middle class busybody often encountered When | first met her, she was fairly active d|spenser of patronage, with a
on the London Left. Perhaps that is whatresh from America, where she haq grown capacity for discreet censorshlp. It gcted
she became after | knew her. Itis not whatUP @s & Communist and a Freudian. Herin Northern Ireland as it vyou_ld doin a
she was when | met her in 1970. and it is"@me was Nina Stead then. She hactolony. What | had to say, it did not want
not what she became while | kﬁew her, married Rick Stead, a Yorkshire socialist, said, and it never has been said in any
which was until about 1987. and the son of a Methodist lay preacher as:omm_ercial publication, except once—in
I think it was in 1987 that she proposed ar as | recall. _ __ The Times .
a return to a kind of Lib-Labism. Labour  She was then very takep with English _But,.although I was proved right, |
was nurtured under the wing of the Liberal culture_, which was at the time very much think Nina cpntmued toseemeas afeckless
Party before the Great War. The Liberal & working class culture. _She was am_azecho—hqper, flt only fofa rather_ eccentric
Party, having launched the Great War in at_th_e way people qoqld live ordinary lives qua3|-Sta_I|n|st group, the Br|t|§h & Irish
1914, self-destructed under the stress of i ithin itand be_ sa_tlsfled—that t_hey could Communist O_rganlsat|0H1wh|ch the
in 1916, causing the Labour Party to KNOW that the_lr lives were going to be Guardian admits that she was once a
emerge from the post-War election as theordlr}ary,_and justwant to live them. She member of. It then suggests, with sleight
second Party, and therefore the official admired it. And it segmed to me that sheof hand phrasmg,thatshe wentonto more
Opposition. Some members of the Asquithwa”ted to be part of it. usgfulthlngs: Workers' Control, European
faction of the Liberals, which came in | suppose the last BICO event she tookUnion, and Electc_)ral Refo_rm.
third in Britain, then joined Labour to &N active_ part in was the famous Fu_Iham Infactshewasmvo_lvedmtheWorkers'
prepare it for power. Among them was By-Election of 1986, w_here a c_and|dgate Control movement in support o_f the
Lord Haldane, Liberal Minister for Warin W&s put forward on the issue o.f mc_ludlng Bullock Proposals against the resistance
1905-12, who re-shaped the British Army Britain's North_grn Ireland region in the of Ken Coates' Institute for Worke(s'
in preparation for war on Germany. democratic politics qfthe state. SomebodyControI as a member of BICO, along with
Nina said in 1987 that a situation had €/S€ Who took part in that campaign told Joe Keenan, Conor Lynch, Madawc
come about in which Labour could not Me when we were discussing frard- ~ Williams and many others. And she was
win an election without forming an alliance ian ob_ituary, trllf':lt the canva?sgrsFuslﬁd toactivg:- in demrr]nél;Jnistj_ fo)r Europenot';
; : meet in a working-men's cafe in Fulham mentioned in th&uardian) as a member
withthe Liberals. She proposed thatBICOtthat was run by the friendly owner of the of BICO. What she ditlater" was Lib-

should support that alliance and said tha ;
she inten(?gd to be active in a group thatc@fe, and that one day Ninacommented orLab Electoral Reform.

had been formed to bring it about. Shehim that he was "a small man with small
was then told by the London Branch that ideas" So she must have changed—or | do not know who Donald Sassoon is.

she could not engage in Lib-Lab activity failed to realise her 1970 ideal of being Nina used to mention the Sassoons, who |
and continue in membership of the Branch satisfyingly unambitious in Englishwork- took to be a wealthy Anglo-Italian family.
She chose the Lib-Lab activity Isupposéing class culture. | suppose it was a per-It would be interesting to know if the way
that was tantamount to expuléion. If so, Verse, unrealisable ideal for a Californian. ';\rlli?]:bituary is written was prompted by
she \n/aj,f | th|§:<éct)he only person ever She also thought | was a bit of a dead .
expelled from . ) :
P loss. The thing arose after the Ulster Anyway, I'm glad | knew her at a time

| was mostly in Belfast in that period Constitutional Stoppage of 1974. | put awhen that kind of patronising obituary
and was unaware that she had develope?eries of leaflets into the Strike, and the could not have been written about her, and
a Lib-Lab outlook. And | was surprised 'ater ones circulated in thousands. Thethat | only knew her while she was that
by it. She prided herself on being an Government was trying to provoke the person.

American who understood the English strikersintoakind of anarchy thatwoulq
way Olf polirivcs bLLIJt her decision to ggflor enable the Strike to be broken, and | did But, even then, | could not understand

hl ahi my best to counter this, to some effect Iwhy she wasted time and energy on a
lgl)bu:aar?(l)‘:’r\?vinbgﬁg?hsei et?eectilz)?]bg# 2tSP§Vr\;[r¥ think. Ninathe_n said | shquld write a boo'k Thesis aboutthe_Communist Party, which
showed that this understanding had about the Strike very quickly and get it she had to revise over many years to
escaped her. English political culture published. I saiditwould notbe published. please Eric Hobsbawm, her supervisor,
hates Coalition. Itis moulded on the two- She gotvery impatientwith me and asked,who passes the time being a Marxist. |
party system. If the run of luck had didn't | want a book publish(_ad? Wasn't| suppose it was a way of remaini_ng
favoured the Social Democrats,theymightS”pposed to be apropagandist? Obviouslyonnected with her ideal of the English
have displaced Labour as the second Part)). was another of the defeatist no-hopers. working class, even though by that time it

But, when Labour survived the Social | said | didn't particularly want to have Ccould only be nostalgia. ,

Democratic defection, it was there to take a book published, but | knew that anyway Brendan Clifford

overwhenthe Tories lost. (The misfortune itwouldn't be. She said that Was NONSENSEp jicorial Note: A letter was submitted to

Fhen was that Kinnock was La_bour LeaderShe haq extensive contacts withinfluential 4o Gardian by Philip O'Connor on 15th

in 1992 and that John Smith was not people in publishing houses and she knewpecember, in response to this obituary.

leader in 1997.) | said | would prove her wrong. SO0, Unsurprisingly, the Guardian decided not to
because she was Nina, | wrote a substantiadpoil Sassoon's story with mere factual

| was also disappointed that Nina went synopsis, which could be filled out for a accuracy:



The obituary by Donald SassoorTime

with the EU. But Sassoon's description of be worthless. And it was stressed that

Guardian (13th December) of Nina the British and Irish Communist Organjs- anything less would result in a blow to
Fishman describes her as "one of the mosétion (B&ICO) in which she was involvgd British prestige, from which the Empire,
outstanding and original personalities of at that time (as | was myself) as a "ratherwould hardly recover.

the British left" who promoted a perspect- eccentric quasi-Stalinist group" does her
ive of "revolutionary pragmatism" for the a disservice.

Itwas at this point that E.M.Forster, the

It was through the tumylt ofwriter, wrote the following piece, 'Our

British labour movement. In the turbulent contending ideas that characterised fhaGraves In Gallipoli'. Churchill and others
political and industrial times of the 1970s organisation, and in which Nina engagedwere urging a renewal of the war on the
and 1980s Nina energetically supported aso energetically, that these very idgasbasis of the'sanctity of the graves of
resolution of the conflicts in British society emerged in the first place—as did many Gallipoli" to encourage the masses to
in the working class interest through the others she shared, on nationalism in Brifaintheir Imperial duty.

introduction of industrial democracy and lIreland, on the "British Road [to

This piece, and the speech by Ataturk

(workers' control) along the lines of the Socialism", onthe potential of the Bullogk that follows it, is something of an antidote

German system olitbestimmungand
through constructive British engagement Eduard Bernstein, etd?hilip O'Connor

An Antidote To Remembrance

Itis commonly argued to those who do those who did insisted that this was a
not wish to engage in Remembrance thesalisastrous thing they had suffered which
days that there can be nothing wrong withshould be avoided again at all costs. They
this harmless activity, and only a degener-had seen the catastrophe first-hand and
ate could oppose it. Of course, Remem-were happy that current generations did
brance would be harmless if it had no not suffer war as they had.
connection with a political project and  Butthen came Thatcher and Sons. And
carried no implications of support or with Thatcher, Blair and Brown came war
sympathy with current military adventures after war after war. And the message
with it. began to change. Th&ever Again'

But it is quite obvious that Remem- message disappeared from the comment-
brance brings with it Imperial baggage aries and the continuity of Imperial duty
these days—a fact that was demonstratedvith modern adventures replaced it.
quite clearly in the publication ddur | went to many football matches in the
War last year. 'Our War' was a co- 1970s period and | cannot remember even
production between RTE and a Trinity minutes of silence for Remembrance. Now
College History Professor. Its central Premier League teams appearwith poppies
intention was to claim ownership of the embroidered on their shirts, through
Great War for Ireland, to generate a sensamilitary escorts at most grounds and god
of pride in its fighting and to present the help those who don'tfall inline—even the
view that Ireland should not have tried to Germans, Austrians, Turks, Argentinians,
forget it. It had a big poppy on the cover Serbs, are forced to go along with it.
that had metamorphosed from red to Irish
green to make a point. And the Trinity = Remembrance is celebrated on 11th
Professor was not a harmless commemorNovember, despite the fact that it was
ator. He had written a book arguing that only the Great War that finished on the
the claims of German atrocities in Belgium Western Front on that date. Millions died
during the Great War, long seen asafterthat point—German civilians starved
poppycock, were, in fact, factual. in the hunger blockade by the Royal Navy

These atrocity stories had played athatlasted for another six months; Greeks
crucial role in cultivating a sense of war- and Turks in the British proxy-war in
mongering in Ireland under British rule. support of the Treaty of Sevres up until
By the early part of the last century Ireland 1923; Moslems across the Middle-East in
had become a deeply un-militarist society Imperialist conquest; Russians in the
and had developed a healthy mistrust ofinvasion of the Soviet Union; Afghans
Imperial adventures. But the 'babies onand Persians in Imperial operations there
bayonets' stories, produced by the Homeetc, etc.

Rule propagandists, people like Professor In 1922 the world stood on the verge of
Kettle, for the Liberal Press, did the trick. a renewal of large-scale conflict. The
Hundreds of thousands of Irishmen went Turks, led by Mustapha Kemal (Ataturk)
off to do their duty against the Hun. had driven the Greek catspaw from Ana-
tolia, and seen off the French and Italian
| remember as a boy, living in London Imperialists. A British Army was sur-
in the 1960s-70s, that Remembrance hadounded by Ataturk at Chanak, near the
an elementtoitthat has all but disappearedscene of the Gallipoli landings seven years
today. ThatwasthiBlever Agaihelement.  before. Churchill declared to the world

Inthose days a lot of the marchers to thethat, if the British Empire did not respond
Cenotaph were old veterans of the Greatwith war and defend Chanak and Constan-
War and many of them salttever Again'  tinople, and put the Turks back in their
Many did not commemorate, but even place, the victory of the Great War would

Report for British labour, on Europe, to modern Remembrance:

"Our Graves In Gallipoli
By E. M. Forster (1922)

Scene: the summit of Achi Baba, an
exposed spot, looking out across the
Dardanelles towards Asia and the East.
In a crevice between the rocks lie two
graves covered by a single heap of stones.
No monument marks them, for they
escaped notice during the official survey,
and the heap of stones has blended into
the desolate and austere outline of the
hill. The peninsulais turning towards the
sun, and as the rays strike Achi Baba the
graves begin to speak:

FIRST GRAVE: We are important
again upon earth. Each morning men
mention us.

SECOND GRAVE: Yes, after seven
years' silence.

FIRST GRAVE: Every day some
eminent public man now refers to the
“sanctity of our graves in Gallipoli”.

SECOND GRAVE: Why do the
eminent men speak of “our” graves, as if
they were themselves dead? It is we, not
they, who lie on Achi Baba.

FIRST GRAVE: They say “our” out of
geniality and in order to touch the great
heart of our nation more quickly. Punch,
the great-hearted jester, showed a picture
lately in which the Prime Minister of
England, Lloyd George, fertile in coun-
sels, is urged to go to war to protect “the
sanctity of our graves in Gallipoli”. The
elderly artist who designed that picture is
not dead and does not mean to die. He
hopes to illustrate this war as he did the
last, for a sufficient salary. Nevertheless
he writes “our” graves, as if he was inside
one, and all persons of position now say
the same.

SECOND GRAVE: If they go to war,
there will be more graves.

FIRST GRAVE: That is what they
desire. That is what Lloyd George,
prudent in counsels, and lion-hearted
Churchill, intend.

SECOND GRAVE: But where will
they dig them?

FIRST GRAVE: There is still room
over in Chanak. Also, it is well for a
nation that would be great to scatter its
graves all over the world. Graves in
Ireland, graves in Irak, Russia, Persia,
India, each with its inscription from the
Bible or Rupert Brooke. When England
thinks fit, she can launch an expedition to
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protect the sanctity of her graves, and can
follow that by another expedition to
protect the sanctity of the additional
graves. That is what Lloyd George,
prudent in counsels, and lion-hearted
Churchill, have planned. Churchill
planned this expedition to Gallipoli,
where | was killed. He planned the
expedition to Antwerp, where my brother
was killed. Then he said that Labour is
not fit to govern. Rolling his eyes for
fresh worlds, he saw Egypt, and fearing
that peace might be established there, he
intervened and prevented it. Whatever he
undertakes is a success. He is Churchill
the Fortunate, ever in office, and clouds
of dead heroes attend him. Nothing for
schools, nothing for houses, nothing for
the life of the body, nothing for the spirit.
England cannot spare a penny for anything
except her heroes' graves.

SECOND GRAVE: Is she really
putting herselfto so much expense on our
account?

FIRST GRAVE: For us, and for the
Freedom of the Straits. Thatwater flowing
below us now—it must be thoroughly
free. What freedom is, great men are
uncertain, but all agree that the water
must be free for all nations; if in peace,
then for all nations in peace; if in war,
then for all nations in war.

SECOND GRAVE: So all nations now
support England.

FIRST GRAVE: It is almost
inexplicable. England stands alone. Of
the dozens of nations into which the
globe is divided, not a single one follows
her banner, and even her own colonies
hang back.

SECOND GRAVE: Yes... inexplic-
able. Perhaps she fights for some other

persuaded instead. A phrase must| be

thought of, and “the Gallipoli graves”|s

the handiest. The clergy must wave their *
Bibles, the old men their newspapers, heeS ahora
old women their knitting, the unmarri¢d
girls must wave white feathers, and [all
must shout, “Gallipoli graves, Gallipdli
graves, Gallipoli, Gally Polly, Gall
Polly”, until the young men are ashamed
and think, What sound can that be but

country's call? And Chanak recei
them. BERNARD O'DONOGHUE

SECOND GRAVE: Chanak is I suppose when you are a Professor of
sanctify Gallipoli. Englls_h at Oxford University and also a
FIRST GRAVE: It will make our heap POet, it becomes somewhat necessary to
of stones for ever England, apparently. scove out a hinterland where you hope
SECOND GRAVE: It can scarcely o your voice can claim authenticity. You
that to my portion of it. | was a Turk. canminethe region, its past and its people
FIRST GRAVE: What! ATurk! Youga as yours and in that actjgimary claim
Turk? And | have lain beside you fpr you can give your poetic voice—its locus.
seven years and never known! Bernard O'Donoghue has achieved fame
SECOND GRAVE: How should yopi  and honour by seaming the vastly rich
have known? Whatis there toknow except heritage of Sliabh Luchra in North Cork.
that | am your brother? But, unlike the great Gaelic poets of old,
FIRST GRAVE: | am yours... Bernard looks to another place altogether
SECOND GRAVE: Allis dead except for his plaudits and more especially
that. All graves are one. Itis their unfty girection, This year he was made a fool of
:Eztli?/?ggtwiﬁslégfmh%nd some day €Vehin pub/lic butthe Igsh dog‘t mu?h Ikae thl'eiL
. : poets/writers to be made to look foolis
FIRST GRAVE: Ah, butwhy can they by the Sassenach and so the people didn't

not learn it while they are still alive? . ;
His comrade ca)r/mot answer this comment on it too much. That is not the

question. Achi Baba passes beneath| the>2Me thing of course as saying they didn't
sun, and so long as there is light warlfjke N0tice what happened.

preparations can be seen on the oppgsite. O'Donoghue wrote a big review for
coast. Presently all objects enter ipto The Irish Times25th April 2009, about

their own shadows, and through the ColmToibin'slatestnov&rooklyn ‘Twas
general veil thus formed the stars becqmea marvel of a thing altogether, the review
apparent.” thatis, a glittering bauble of frosted words
stating the work to b#r'he clear voice of
"SPEECH OF ATATURK (1934) a master:' But, as Bernard might almost
Tothefirst Australian and New Zealahd say, he had been sold a 'pig in a poke'. And

"Unless we learn to know ourselves,
to stand on our own feet, we shall never
achieve self-expression.”

Synge And Anglo-Irish Literature
by Daniel Corkery

o< ©

reason. veterans who returned to Gallipoliin 1934, that sly reference, to those in the literary

FIRST GRAVE: Ah, the true reason of
a war is never known until all who have
fought in it are dead. In a hundred years'

time we shall be told. Meanwhile seek T

P And lost their lives...
not to inquire. There are rumours that L . . . . .
d You are now lying in the soil of afriendly =~ The English writer and critic Anthony

rich men desire to be richer, but we
cannot know.

SECOND GRAVE: If rich men desire T
more riches, letthem fight. Itis reasonable T
to fight for our desires.

(now inscribed on a monument in the know,"the master'is that idol of Toibin
area.) himself—Henry James. And of course

Toibin wrote a book calledhe Master
hose heroes that shed their blood about—ah you have guessed—Henry
James.

Country. Burgess saw James's influence on writers
herefore rest in peace. like Elizabeth Bowen @%ad" and he—
here is no difference between the andhere he certainly wasn'tthe only one—
Johnnies thought the whole idea dthe novel of

FIRST GRAVE: Butthey cannotfight. Andthe Mehmets to us where they lie §desensibility’, mannered, fussy:those

They must not fight. There are too few of by side endlessly qualified sentences with their
them. They would be killed. If arichman Here in this country of ours... spinsterish scrupleshe saw as awful
went into the interior of Asia and tried to  You, the mothers, literature. Burgess went so far asto classify

take more gold or more oil, he might be Who sent their sons from far awpy James as'demale novelistand this had

seriously injured at once. He must countries nothing to do with the latter's homo-
persuade poor men, who are numerous\Wipe away your tears, sexuality but with his style of writing
to go there for him. And perhaps this is your sons are now lying in our bosor  which he claimethad served the English
what Lloyd George, fertile in counsels, and are in peace novel badly! When Brooklyn withered

has decreed. He has tried to enter Asia byafter having lost their lives on this lanfl  away, like the equally awful John Banville

means of the Greeks. It was the Greeksy
who, seven years ago, failed to join
England after they had promised to do so,
and our graves in Gallipoli are the resul

hey have become our sons as well."l novel,The Infinities poor Bernard was at
a loss as to why. So, when that yearly
Pat Walsh| round up of books were listed, inthe TLS,

of this. But Churchill the Fortunate, ever
in office, ever magnanimous, bore the
Greeks no grudge, and he and Lloyq
George persuaded their young men tp
enter Asia. They have mostly been killed

| 540pp. €25, £20.

27th November 2009 especially, Bernard

Forgotten Aspects Of jumped ship. His favouritgoetry book"
Ireland's Great War On Turkey. was"Jane Draycott's subtle and intricate
1914-24 'Over' (Oxford Poets)and his favourite

by Dr. Pat Walsh.

* It Is Time

there, so English young men must b



the systematic liquidation of the millions
of European Jews wafl part of the Nazi
grand design, to which every one of the
defendants was privy. It was all so much
more emotive for western appetites than
Hitler's mundane territorial ambitions in
Central Europe, and the east."

novel—amongst others“was Colm
Toibin's 'Brooklyn' which... {as UCD
Professor} Declan Kiberd said, | don't
think it crossed the Irish sea
successfully"Indeed.

Sligo, when he read out his findings on
the Mountbatten murder all those years
ago—an event from which apparently
. Prince Charles of Wales hasn't still recov-
ered from according to his Remembrance
Day musings. But, back to the Coroner,
who officially records the details of death,
as that is his area of expertise. Not so on

the day though where he stated: Irisu StaTE CoACH? ,
"l believe itis necessary to stress again The State Opening of Parliament of the

the great responsibility that parents and current Labour Party was an extravagant
teachers of any nation have in the Wayaffaw. Hello magazine, No. 1100, 30th
they interpret history and pass it on to the November 2009, showed sumptuous
youth of their country. | believe that if colour photographs of "Queen Elizabeth
history could be taught in such a fashion 11 and Her consort Prince Philip, the
that it would help to create harmony Duke of Edinburgh arriving in the Irish
among people rather that division and State Coach. Upon arrivalin Parliament—
hatred, it would serve this nation and all the House of Lords" as she is not allowed
other nations better." into the Commons, "the Queen donned
Obvious|y if he meant the Way the the diamond'encrusted Imperial State
\ [t the result English have fetished war and violence, Crown and took her place upon a gilded
intervention” He didn't make clear at any they have taken no heed whatsoever of théhrone, from where she delivered her
stage why this affectebetry Irelandso 4 misguided man. Take for example, Government's Speech.” Interesting that—
I must con_clyde that he didn't see the Iriship o hoolDecisions ForWar, 1914&dited  the Irish State Coaafo lessWhen are we
seafrom hisivory tower orperhapsthoughty,y keith Wilson, University of Leeds 90ingto be told about whatis really going
|tm|_ght affect himself but not his readers Press, 1995, where Professor Sir F.H.0n?
obviously. Hinsley, OBE, MA, FBA, writing oriThe
| spoke above about John Banville and0rigins of the First World Wartvrote
he got great notices too from the Irish unequivocally: _
media. But from England—he got a well "What caused the First World War was

deserved hammering. One of the more the fact that the resort to them by othej
inclement reviews noted thu&This states met with, was indeed precipitated
strange novel is billed by its publishers as ~ BY- Wilfulness amounting to paranoia on
a '‘comedy' and a 'romp' full of 'bawdy tGhe part O; tht]e men who governedi
2 < \ ermany. Self-assertive on account o : .
rl;_m_?url._ \_Nhtlcc:lhﬂls él)tgld”becauseI tTk|1e Germany's power, they resented any the end of her life, she leaned to the Democfatic
niinites isjustdartand dull, as completely — op ooy 1o their assertiveness as a hostilponionistParty. .
humourless as itis bizarre. An exquisitely She is described in tfémesbituary as th

. . ) : act. Insecure in spite of Germany's power| , h . .
written and utterly misconceived stinker.”  heir suspicion bIFi)nded them to %/heghreat Chatelaine of Mount Stewart in North Do
(11.12.09), which is the only Big House of dny

tBhety pose(tihto ;he I;eCL:rlty of ottheth... real consequence to Irish public life.

utsympa YS..OI.J notexonerate tnem e ather, Lord Londonderry, is notorious
fromresponsibility; they were the authors|, ‘gritish political mythology as an argh
of their predicament, not the victims.” - |*appeaser: and Irish comment has followgd

The other time Bernard O'Donoghue
got it really as wrong was in a very funny
way—well yes—there was the awful
sucking up to Roy Foster's barking mad
The Irish Storyin the Oxford magazine.
But, back in 1999%0etry Ireland Review
asked O'Donoghue to contribute some-
thing. And he came up with Andrew
Motion's Selected Poems 1976-1977
Andrew Motion went on to become the
English Poet Laureateas O'Donoghue
predicted in his piece, and he also openly
expressed the opinion that thiestruction
ofthe Oxford poetry listvas'not divinely
visited but the result of philistine human

Julianne Herlihy. ©

The Londonderry Line

Lady Mary Bury, who seems to be the engl of
the Londonderry dynasty in the North, died in
mid-November. The Londonderrys had bgen
pillars of the Ulster Unionist Party, but towafds

RuTH GILLIGAN ORDAINED
Keeping with things literary, Ruth
Gilligan, a gifted Irish student, recently

graduated from Cambridge University.

| was reminded of another historian,

the British line as usual. ThHEmessays tha

She has also written three books about, ,ch lauded then by the academics ifhe undertook tcrusade to extend the policy|of

which | know very little. In an interview,

800th birthday of Cambridge University.
Apparently the graduating students:
"paraded through town just as tradition
decreed. The Japanese tourists couldn'
believe theirluck as they clicked furiously

eTaonr,The ObservemMichael Ratcliffe,
The ObserverProfessor Donald Watt,
The Dally TelegrapfandThe Guardianr—

Il gushing in their praise forhe War
ath, Hitler's Germany 1933-1938y

appeasement even further than Ne
Chamberlain's Cabinet was prepared
contemplate".

Appeasement is the wrong name for

a starting position of utter weakness.

lle
to

Then it was onto Senate House—the 2avid Irving. The latter wrote in his [culminated in awarding the Czech arms
i " Foreword: industry to Germany in October 1938. Then
white columned building where the . : : y hany ’
proceedings was to take plgace Butthen "History since 1945 has been plaguedin March 1939, it changed tack and prepdred
the silver-haired men in red rabes filed DY the effects of the Nuremberg Trials—|for war with Germany. This might be read as
in, and vast quantities of Latin started by the prosecution team's methods ofBritain wanting another World War becayse
fl);ing around and the next thing | knew | selection of exhibits, by the subsequen{the first one had not concluded in a way it
was down on my knees in front of the publication of the selected documents inffound satisfactory, and encouraging the growth
Master—no, not about to throw upon his  "€lly printed and indexed volumes, ang of Nazi military power for that purpose. That
h but beina officially ordained by the incineration in a Bavarian forest|réading would at least make as much sense as
shoes, but being ofticially oraained a : ; any other. Londonderry saw no sense in enfling
graduate. As we'd been taught, | then pit of documents that, it was felt, would | ¢ ; ; :
stepped back and curtsied, and made my ninder the Allied prosecution effort. Sppe_asementbn the unimportant issue pf
- " Ordainad - - ° Exhibits were chosen less for their|[~3"'9- . :
bid for freedom"Ordained a graduate : TheTimesdoes not mention that in 1921 he
" : representative nature than because they, . ;
Isn't life grand in the Church and State of displaved Axis criminality. or tended to [0€cided to take a seat in the Northern Irefand
England all the same? bolgte)rl the various roy’a anda hvoo. Cabinet in preference to one in Whitehpll,
h IV Idu P p1845 . YF_’f leading his cousin, Churchill, to dismiss hinas
W ARMONGERING theses employed prior to e to Justity| 5 . But, if the Tory Party had acted aq he
During the Summer, | read widely as western intervention in Hitler's war— |44 Northern Ireland might have worked ut
usual. | came across titbits of information they were calculated to prove that Hitler| gitferently. When it became clear that Northern
here and there. 1 was taken aback to read hadharboured aggressive designs againgfireland was pointless make-believe, Londpn-
L : Britain and her Empire, thathedplotted | derry returned to the real Government.
the official comments of the Coroner of  \yar against the United States, and tha
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The Cynical Sindo Hijacking Of Joe Sherlock

Under the heading dfabour TD Hits
Out At Unions Over Strike Plan, the
Sunday Tribunef November 1st carried
the following report:

"A Labour Party TD has challenged
his party's relationship with trade unions

lock’'s memory for a current political
agenda. But even this does not blind me to

Brian Cowen realised recently, nothing
makes you look like a leader as much as
taking a hard line. Alas, good authority is
anathema to the left wing of any Labour
Party. But even before the Labour Party
made distancing noises, Martin Ferris of
Sinn Féin shot out a statement saying that

and launched a scathing attack on the
unions' plan for days of protest and strike
action. In an unprecedented move, Cork
East TD Sean Sherlock has criticised the

Sherlock was dividing the public and
private sector workers. (In fact, they are
divided by the 26 per cent pay premium.)

unions for building upwar chests'and
called for arlassessmermf the linkage'

between them and his party. He claims

that the relationship was largely ignored
by the unions when they hadlirect line
to Bertie Ahern... during the halcyon
days of social partnershipSherlock,

who succeeded his father Joe—a former

SIPTU official—to the Dail, told the
SundayTribune that he is'vehemently
opposedo the idea of a strike or national

But Sean was not their sole target. Sinn
Féin were also settling scores with the

ghost of Sean's father. Joe Sherlock, a
good friend of mine, was areal republican,

apeace train pioneer, athornin the Provos'
side and a man who always acted with

good authority. Sean Sherlock talks softly

but he is a chip from that same hard

block."

Itis interesting to note which particular

recognition of an exception to the general
behaviour of a political opportunist on an
occasion when he offers a personal
expression of sympathy, with no political
axe to grind. Such was Harris's statement
in the Seanad on 21st October 2007:

"l was very moved by the tributes to
Joe Sherlock from his political colleagues
here. | did not really know him in that
capacity and my knowledge of him is
very different. The Joe Sherlock | knew
was much more steely, as he helped the
republican movement come out of a cul-
de-sac and into the broader stream of the
socialist and constitutional struggle. |
knew him through ten years of very bitter
struggle within the republican movement
after the splitand he was a man of steel in
setting his face like flint against the
northern campaign of the Provisional
IRA. He never feared to stand up to them
or say what a real republican should be, a
man who wanted to unite Protestant and
Catholic and Dissenter. | do not wish him

day of protest by trade unions. It would details from the Sean Sherlock media
be'an affront to anybody who does not outings of the previous week HarriSlado
have a job and is strugglindie said." column chose to ignore. For well over a

"He also admitted that if the Labour year, Sir Anthony O'Reilly's Independent
Party gets into powerye can't bury our  Newspapers Group has been mounting a
heads in the sand and we will need to sustained hate campaign against public
actively deal with the public-sector wage sector workers, with Harris acting as
bill. What I am trying to do is to nail this  cheerleader and trotting out as Gospel the
lie that we {the Labour Party} only |ikes of his misleading26 per cent’

represent workers who are members of
trade unions. Yes, there is a strong link (See my November 30th SIPTU

between Labour and the trade-union Research study at www.siptu.ie/

movement. But to my mind that link was PressRoom/TheEconomy/ where |

weakened over the last number of yearschallenge that campaign, under the heading
by the factthatthe trade unionmovement,of "Separating Fact from Fiction on

during the halcyon days of social Earnings: The Use and Abuse of .

partnership had a direct line to Bertie - gtatistics". Underthe heading of "Biggest . NOW that was very different statement

Ahern and didn't need the Labour risesfortheprivatesector"theIndependentfromthe_ Iets_hltSmn Féinagain agenda

Party...The unions largely ignored the Newspapers website carried a report on®f Harris's Sindo column. His Seanad

party when they had the link with Bertie. this study as "Breaking News", but the expression of sympathy was heart-feltand

e et eIkt 1 555 epor v puled o th pr eon 2000 e, Shefocks bk vt and

incumbent on the Labour Party to and made no appearance whatsoever Irﬁarrated unembellished, as matter-of-fact

; the December 1st issue of thesh . ' o

represent all workers, both private and ; history. Moreover, this did not preclude

public and maybe it is time we had a Independent Not the only piece of Harris himself from then going onto praise

qualitative assessment of this linkage.' CENsorship _frf)m that quarter, however,the Provisional IRA. in that very same

He said he was uncomfortable with the Since Harris's gushing accolade for statement. for their ending of tr):e War

idea that the unions will speted..3m of Sherlock made no mention of the latter's ’ g ¢ .

. . ' ; ; f o That statement, however, stillignored how
awar chesfighting cuts as theirmembers  attack on'the link with Bertie".But we lona it took for the whole oolitical svst

lose their jobs. Some of this money should should not be surprised at that, for the-onﬁl 00 hor evl\</f0 eprI |cha Sys lem

be used to help recently unemployed most glaring public sector premium link Mthe Southto breakfree from the ideology

members, he said." with Bertie has been the infliction of Harris that had sto_ked the conditions for such a

himself on the Seanad as the unelectedVar in the first place.

As might have been anticipated, Senatornominee of the then Taoiseach.) As | pointed out in the October issue of
Eoghan Harris provided the following ) Irish Political Review Harris not alone
benediction in th8unday Independeoi I do not know to what extent Harris and tjjeq to follow the good example of Muriel
November 8th: Joe Sherlock might have had a warm \jacswiney in challenging that ideology

“Starting with 'The Week in Politics’ personal frlendsh|p_ in previous (_jecades,when it mattered, but he was very much a

Sean Sherlock stood the line. He waited 1" 10 What extent it might or might not griving force in the Workers' Party/Official

until Brendan Smith of Fianna Fail and Nave survived the complete severing of|Ra attacks on Jim Kemmy and the rest of

Phil Hogan of Fine Gaelfinished waffling their political bonds nineteen years ago. | ys who did so. A decade ago | felt it

around public-sector pay cuts. Then he Myself know from personal experience pecessary to challenge the revisionist

laid it on the line: he was against public- that one can indeed survive the other, angmpesia ‘and myopia that was already
sector strikes and in favour of some cuts | can therefore make no furtherjngementemerging concerning the history of that
in public-sector pay. Sherlock's act of on Harris's own personal relationships. period, in the following letter published in
good authority also staked his claim to be All that concerns me here, however, is thetne |rish Examineron December 10th
a future leader of the Labour Party. As opportunistic exploitation of Joe Sher- 1ggg-

to go to his grave without reminding
people that behind the warm public rep-
resentative, the great man of the soil and
the spalpeen—he came from the
labouring class—was a man who played
a crucial role in Irish politics by helping
to bridge the great republican movement
away from force. That has only reached
itsfinal days in the very welcome decision
of the Provisional IRA to call off its
campaign and do business in Northern
Ireland. In that great, long, tortured,
difficult and very noble project, Joe
Sherlock played a significant part. | pay
tribute to that side of his legacy."



"As the Republic's Constitution was
finally amended on December 2nd to
enshrine the principle of consent, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs sang the
praises of a litany of historical and
contemporary figures. There was one
glaring omission from his list, who also
went unmentioned in the DAil statement
ofthe Deputy Leader of the Labour Party,
Brendan Howlin, thafor the most of us
it was unthinkable just a short number of
years ago that Articles 2 and 3 of the
Constitution would be amended with such
little fuss.The factis that the present Dail
consensus of little fuss on the issue could
not have been reached without somebody
being prepared to create a hell of afussin
order to break the mould of the previous
consensus. That somebody was Jim

into a United Ireland and he deservesMarch 1982 recorded the opening
credit for leading what was then Sinn proceedings of that new Dail:

Féin the Workers Party into agreement
with the consensus previously established
by Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and Labour.
But what that consensus failed to follow
through on was any Constitutional
acknowledgement of the right of a
Northern Ireland majority to withhold
consent to territorial unification. It was
this failure which made the Fine Gael-
Labour Government's ‘achievement' of
the 1985 Anglo Irish Agreement so
profoundly undemocratic and which led
to Senator Mary Robinson's resignation
in protest from the Labour Party. Through
last year's Agreement, Irish politics at
long last caught up with Kemmy's lone
stand.”

Kemmy, Chairman of the Labour Party

atthe time of his death two years ago. But Kemmy and Sherlock had been both
it was not as a member of that Party thatelected to an almost-hung Dail in June
Kemmy made his most decisive and 1981. Kemmy gave conditional support
trenchant contributions to shaking up the {q the newly-formed Fine Gael-Labour
Dail. On the very day that he was first cogjition and voted for a harsh August
electedasan IndependentSouahstTDmmini_Budget as the logical consequence

June 1981, Kemmy unequivocally told :
RTE that one of his first priorities would of supporting that Government. Sherlock

"At 3.25 Joe Sherlock stood up, and his
words were awaited literally with baited
breath. Down in the hall a knot of Fianna
Fail supporters huddled around a
transistor radio on which Albert Reynolds
offered his recorded predictions of what
would happen this afternoon. A runner
came down the stairs with the hot new of
Joe Sherlock's princely gift of three votes,
and there were roars of delight, a rapid tot
androars of victory ... At 3.55 the motion
that Charlie Haughey be nominated as
Taoiseach was put, and the division was
called. At 4.05 the entire SFWP parlia-
mentary party made the most spectacular
entrance in the history of Irish politics.
The entire SFWP parliamentary party
had got itself locked out. It burst onto the
press gallery, and scrambled straight
through the startled party from the French
Embassy on the Distinguished Strangers
Gallery, to get into the Chamber to cast
those crucial votes."

Joe Sherlock never did anything by

be to campaign in the Déil against the opposed the setting up of the Governmenthalf measures. When he gave his word he

territorial claim in Articles 2 and 3 which

wobbled by abstaining on that mini- kept it. Under the heading dBoing

overrode the principle of consent, and he BUdget, butreturnedto full oppositionfor Through The Hoops, the Stickie-friendly
hoped he could win the support of other the January 1982 Budget. In that fateful political commentator Dick Walsh
TDs for that democratic objective. He Budget, Minister for Finance John Bruton explained therealpolitik of Sherlock's
was, however, to meet an on the spotinsisted on hitting working class families decision in his March 11thish Times
rebuff from the Workers' Party which all the harder by seeking to impose VAT column:

reasserted in that same TV programme©n children’s footwear and clothing, while
its continuing commitment to the Repub- his Taoiseach Garret Fitzgerald went to
lic's claim on the North. In this respect ridiculous extremes in justifying such a
the Workers' Party response was, of measure, on the grounds that it would
course, no worse than that of Fianna Fail, prevent adult women with small feet
Fine Gael and Labour. But neither was it "cheating" the system by buying VAT-

any better. For the sake of the historical free children's shoes that might fit them!
record itis necessary to pointoutthat JimKemmy could no longer support a

Kemmy was a lone voice in Dail Eireann Government trying to ram through such a
assailed from all sides. Such personalgydget and voted against it, despite
courage remained unmatched in Irish enormous pressure from his Leinster
politics until the heroic initiative taken House room mate. Socialist Labour TD

by John Hume and Gerry Adamsto launch iy Nel Browne, to continue supporting
the Peace Process. FitzGerald

These facts were challenged by the Kemmy's vote against that Budget
Workers' Party on December 17th, Government, but Fianna Fail fell just short
prompting a further letter from myself, of gbtaining an absolute majority in the
published by thelrish Examinerthat  ensying General Election. Independent
Christmas Eve: Socialist TD Tony Gregory personally

"Further to Toméas Mac Giolla's letter struck a good deal for his disadvantaged
under the heading 6P was in accord  Dublin Central constituency in return for
with Jim Kemmy' it is necessary to supporting Charlie Haughey for Taoi-
establishthefollqwing facts: JimKemmy seach. Haughey sought to buy Kemmy's
had been campaigning for the removal of yote by offering him the position of Ceann
the territorial claimon the North (Articles  Comhairle, but he refused that tempting

2 and 3) for a full decade before his pjandishment. SFWP, however, despite

election to the Dailin 1981; When jointly peing in a stronger position with Joe

I]mer"'i‘é"?‘d ‘a"th Ker1|1my| by RJ'%A;FVKO” . Sherlock joined by new TDs Proinsias de

une 12th the newly elected Workers' p,qqq and paddy Gallagher, supported

Party TD Joe Sherlockindignantlyreplied - \shey for Taoiseach without striking

that he would not support Kemmy on this any conditional deal whatsoever on behalf

issue because his own party fully f thei ki I fituent
supported the claim to the whole of the Of their working class constituents.

national territory. Toméas Mac Giolla is
correct to recall his own statements } Nne ) L
opposing the attempt to bomb the North Leaping Socialistghe Irish Timesf 10th

"Mr. Haughey's margin of victory was
comfortable, thanks to the athletic feat of
the three SFWP men who literally leapt
to his defence on Tuesday. Their bounding
entrance to the Dail, via the press gallery
and the distinguished strangers' area, was
appropriately spectacular. Itreflected the
ideological hoops they must have jumped
through to get to Mr. Haughey's side. It
will take time, and much parsing and
analysis, to discover precisely how the
SFWP, which has no love for either Fianna
Fail or Fine Gael and is busy biting into
Labour's support with its superior
organisation, came to vote for Mr.
Haughey. For the time being we must
make do with the more obvious reasons,
of which the most obvious is that the
SFWP needs time to consolidate its
position and sees, in a Fianna Fail minority
Government, the best chance of winning
a respite from elections. Paradoxically,
because of SFWP's opposition to
coalition, itis likely that Labour's decision
to reject partnership with Fine Gael was
an important factor in determining where
the SFWP votes went ... In Mr. Joe
Sherlock's words, the lack of cohesionin
the coalition was not conducive to
winning his party's support. Mr. Sherlock
said loudly that the SFWP had not done
any deal with Fianna Fail. Mr. Tony
Gregory said even more loudly that he
had."

Joe Sherlock also served in those years

Under the heading dfhe Day Of The as Secretary ofthe ITGWU's Mallow No.2
Branch. When it came to a choice between
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Union and Party lines, however, he chose
the latter. But at least there was a logic to
that, driven by his belief in subordinating
any personal agenda to what he believed
was best needed to serve the strategic
needs of the particular workers' party to
which he was so unequivocally committed.
Labour Party frontbencher Sean Sherlock
also invoked his own membership of
SIPTU when setting out to undermine the
effectiveness of the Trade Union move-
ment's day of protest. In doing so, however,
he acted in such a manner as to disregard
the disciplines of both organisations.
Labour Party leader Eamon Gilmore, while
repeatedly stating that he did not regard
the path of industrial action as appropriate,
nonetheless gave his support to the Novem-
ber 6th day of protest. But Sean Sherlock's
condemnation—in one and the same breath
—of both industrial action on November
24th and the day of protest on November
6th, came across quite unambiguously as
a pre-emptive attempt to sabotage the
earlier event. Whatever its motivation, it
evoked a Party reprimand. Whether or
not—to quote Harris—Sean Sherlock is
"a chip from the same hard block" as his
father, remains to be seen. A test of
character should certainly involve
recognition on his part of the ‘health
warning' that ought to be associated with
any praise from Harris. For Joe Sherlock
himselfwas not at allamenable to Harris's
flattery. Indeed, whenitcame to the crunch,
he received anything but.

Notwithstanding the fact that my own
Democratic Socialist Party leader, Jim
Kemmy, had supported the Fine Gael-
Labour mini-Budget of August 1981, as
the ITGWU's chief economist | criticised
it in the columns otiberty in no less a
manner than | would later criticise the
January 1982 Budget which led Kemmy
to bring down that same Government.
Kemmy went on to judge the subsequent
Fianna Fail Budget of March 1982 on its
merits, found it to be even worse, and
remained consistent in also opposing its
measures. A critique of Fianna Fail's
March 1982 Budget, entitlethA worse
deal for workers;" also appeared as the

criticised the Coalition Government for
raising the basic rate of VAT from 10 to
15 percent. This rate has now been further
raisedto 18 percent. We have long insisted
that justice for the PAYE worker should
as a minimum ensure that the value of
tax-free allowances and tax bands should

looking at this very carefully. The
immediate reaction, however, is that it is
a reasonably well presented budget and
an effort has been made to bring some
balance into it".

ITGWU differences with its own Mal-

keep pace with inflation. The 30 percent |4y Branch Secretary and SFWP Dail
increase in personal allowances under|e,derwere based on class politics. Harris,

this Budgetis hopelessly inadequate whe
compared with the 66 percentincrease in
the cost-of-living since these allowances
were last adjusted in 1979. Instead of tax
bands keeping pace with inflation, the

new Fianna Fail Government has

provided for a 33 percent reduction in the

Mowever, had already embarked on a
trajectory which would later see him end
up as spiritual director to Fine Gael's
Redmondite Taoiseach, John Bruton. In
their 2009 history, The Lost Revolution—
the Official IRA and the Workers' Party,

standard 35 percent tax band. What isBrian Hanley and Scott Millar record:

most disturbing, however, is that the
Fianna Fail Budget is an even greater
affront to tax equity and social justice
than the defeated Coalition Budget had
been. In 1982 capital taxes will now yield
£4 million less to Exchequer than the
totally inadequate provision made by the
Coalition. On the other side, the Fianna
F&il Government has ensured that PAYE
workers will actually contribute £9
million more in income tax this year than
would have been the case under the
Coalition's Budget proposals. It is clear
that most of this increased tax contribution
will be extracted from the lower paid
worker. In the space of two months the
burden facing a worker trying to support
a family on an income of only £5,000 a

"Their support for the Haughey govern-
ment was causing some discomfort for
the WP. Fine Gael taunted them as
'Fianna Fail's little party’ whose TDs
'broke the furniture and fittings of Dail
Eireann in their haste to vote for Charles
J. Haughey for Taoiseach'. Eoghan Harris
in a letter to the leadership reported that
‘around my own work place and in media
circles there was a perception of us being
anxious to vote for Fianna Fail at all
costs'. This feeling, he claimed, had
‘congealed around Joe Sherlock'. Sher-
lock's relatively traditional republicanism
was not universally popular within the
party" (p444).

Normal English-language usage would

year has dramatically increased. If such ahave saidcrystallised around:'Harris's
worker has 3 children, he will now be use of such asickening termt@sngealed"

compelled to pay £88 more in income tax was designed to show the utmost contempt
under the March Budgetthan would have for Sherlock. Never one to choose his
been the case under the January Budgefyords lightly, and forever anxious to stress
proposals. The position becomes evenihe importance of what he calléahpact”,
worse if that worker has 6 children to \ha; \yas such imagery meant to convey?
support. Under the Coalition Budget he g, a0 hioody residue in the A&E unit of
would have paid £32 in income tax. The -, Hospital, perhaps?
Fianna Fail Budget has now increased ' ' - ;
his tax liability more than six-fold to as The contemptshown by Harris's choice
of language in respect of Sherlock was

much as £225. Such a budget is even . .
more of an affront to social justice than itself beneath contempt. Unlike Harris, |

the defeated January one had been. vould never claim to have been a good
stands condemned by a trade unionfriend of Sherlock's. But | valued himas a
movement which led the way in committed working class activist, with
campaigning for tax equity 3 years ago. Whom|always remained on friendly terms,
Let the Government take note." notwithstanding our sharp political differ-
ences. And the universal esteem for Joe
This ITGWU editorial had in fact also  Sherlock’s personal integrity was rightly

referred to some positive aspects of theevidentin the genuine tributes paid to him
March Budget but saw that, on balance, iton his passing by all shades of political
as indeed worse than the defeatedopinion. .
anuary one. Never one to stop at half Harris's expression of contempt, as
measures, however, Joe Sherlockrecordedimhe Lost Revolutigmas been
emphasised 0n|y the positive, and came tdransmitted to, and has infected, his latter

the following overall verdict in his Dail day acolytes. Itis remarkable that a book
speech on Budget Day itself, March 25th: thatwas launched as far back as September

ITGWU editorial in the April issue of
Liberty. Forreasons thatwillbecome more
understandable hereunder, however, tha
particular editorial was not penned by the
Editor of Liberty, leading SFWP cadre
Des Geraghty, but by myself. For the
record, | then wrote:
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"How has the present Fianna Fail
Budget supposedly improved upon the
Coalition one, whose unacceptable
featuresled to its defeat on January 27th?
... Itisin the whole area of taxation policy
that this Budget is systematically in open
conflict with the tax demands raised by
the trade union movement during the
great PAYE demonstrations of 1979. In
our editorial of last August we rightly

"At the outset, on behalf of my party, 10th, andreviewed almostimmediately in
we see this as areasonable, well balance§0 many other papers, remained un-
budget ... There are many things in this mentioned for so long in th8unday
budget which are very welcome indeed. Independennotwithstanding its detailed
It will be seen by the ordinary working treatment of Harris 's own role. But step
class people as a tremendousforward,twomonthslate§ndocolumnist
improvement and benefit. It is nothing John-Paul McCarthy! Yes, the same John-
more than people deserve ... The benefitsPaul who pontificates week after week,
accruing under this budget will resultin with a by-line constantly reminding
a deficit of £679 million and we will be readers that h&eaches Irish history in



Oxford University” The very same John-
Paul who (whether through incompeten
ignorance or incontinent invention, |
cannot say) has also peddled a howler ofja .
“historical” lie in hisSindocolumn, and | Bashing Israel ?

whose Fanning-Harris editors will not
allow that lie to be corrected and the The following two letters failed to be published in the Irish Times

Oxford pedlar exposed. On Novembel  Referring to the ceasefire arrangements between Israel and Hamas, brokered by Egyr
8th, inthe very same issue in which Harris jn june 2008, Ambassador Evrony (November 25th ) writes that "during the first part of
sought to invoke Joe Sherlock's name tothe 'lull’, from June 19th to November 4th, a total of 74 rockets and mortars landed in
bless Sean's actions, McCarthy un|srael from Gaza". His figures are not correct.
fortunately let the cat out of the bag i |n its report,The Six Months of the Lull Arrangemetite Israeli Intelligence arjd

revealing the Harris school's real political Terrorism Information Center (ITIC), which is often quoted by the Israeli Government,
verdicton Sherlock. McCarthy's portrayal states:

of him as amounting to little more than "As of June 19, there was a marked reduction in the extent of attacks on the festern
some common-or-garden ward-healer Negev population. The lull was sporadically violated by rocket and mortar shell fire,

from Cork East, betrayed total ignorance  carried out by rogue terrorist organizations, in some instance in defiance of Hamas
of the strength of Sherlock's Mallow|  (especially by Fatah and Al-Qaeda supporters). Hamas was careful to maintain the
Hospital campaign. McCarthy must have  ceasefire. The IDF refrained from undertaking counterterrorism activities in the Gaza

thought he was actually doing his guru @  Strip, taking only routine defensive security measures along the border fence. Between
favour with the following snob dismissal|  June 19 and November 4, 20 rockets (three of which fell inside the Gaza Strip) [and 18
of such key SFWP figures as Ryan angd mortar shells (five of which fell inside the Gaza Strip) were fired at Israel."
Sherlock:

"Someone called 'Mick Ryan', gets
more play here than the Garland faction
of the old Workers' Party (the 'Koreans'
... The key figure in this story should
have been not 'Mick Ryan' but Eamor
Smullen, a hardnosed communist
industrial agitator and critic of Irish
nationalism who dominated the WP's
internal intellectual discussions. Smul-
len's enormous importance in the
development of what became moderr
Ireland's most electorally successfu
socialist party presented Hanley and Ronald S Lauder of the World Jewish Congress (December 7th) writes that '|Israel-
Millar with a grave problem, however. | bashing is growing in popularity in many areas". Clearly, he believes that Israel doesn't
First, he's dead, and so not around to hedeserve this treatment.
taped. Second, Smullen’s mostformidable  Regrettably it does. Israel is unigque in this world in having been in military occupation
lieutenant, Senator Eoghan Harris| of large swathes of territory not its own for more than forty years—the West Bank,
refused to talk to them ... The Smullen| including East Jerusalem, Gaza and the Syrian Golan Heights. Not only that, it has
group, a party within the party in effect,| planted around half a million of its own citizens into the territory it occupies, contrary
won over huge numbers of middle-class tg Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention, and to Security Council resolutions 446, 452
and public-sector votes withanacceptable 5 465, And has annexed East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, again contrary to are
mix of socialism and anti-nationalist| . Security Council resolutions.

pOHCiehSl etnshri\r;vehql inf' d(?zen inélu'\t/le?ltial To the best of my knowledge, no other state in this world has behaved in this manner.
Pamphiets ... e Haniey and Miflar David Morrison (7.12.09)

devote some chapters to these issues,

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

So, only 30 rockets and mortars landed in Israel during this period, none of them fired
by Hamas, which stuck religiously to the ceasefire. More significant, in this periad, the
rate of firing fell by 98% on average compared with the earlier part of 2008, when 1,199
rockets and 1,072 mortars were fired from Gaza.

Israel brought the calm to an end on November 4th, when, contrary to the ceasefire
agreement, the IDF entered Gaza for the first time since the ceasefire began and kille
7 members of Hamas. Only then did Hamas resume firing in retaliation.

From the point of view of keeping Israeli citizens safe, Israel's military action against
Gaza was totally unnecessary. All Israel had to do to maintain the existing calm was to
stick to the terms of the ceasefire agreement. It chose not to do so.

David Morrison (25.11.09

they are really just tantalising asides in a
sea of trivia and gossip, best exemplified
by Paddy Woodworth's unintentionally

hilarious monologue about Harris's
'factionalism’'. 'lIt was very creepy’,

Woodworthis quoted as saying. 'l frankly
found... the Harris faction a far more
frightening phenomenon than the IRA
itself' ... But what seems to have most
worried the Woodworth/Ryans was the
suspicion that Smullen's team in RTE

Woodworth test of openness, account-
ability and transparency. Gregg's analysis
passed a much bigger test, however. We
are happily still here to tell the tale. Pity
it was not told better here, and with less
bile directed at the Smullen group who
behaved like good democrats if not good
socialists."

Having had McCarthy open the gate

were more interested in supporting for him, Harris himself now claimed his
Section 31 than in supporting socialism. place in history, with his attack on what he
And the authors seem to agree. Hanleycalled"the Garland Old Guard'a week
and Millar give the former RTE producer later in the Sunday Independendf
Gerry Gregg (a determined fighter for November 15th:

Section 31) only a few sentences on this
matter—Mick Ryan must have nipped to
the loo—but Gregg's grim analysis gets
swamped by an irrelevant account of Joe
Sherlock's devotion to Mallow Hospital
... Gregg's insistence on matching the
PIRA juggernaut stride for stride in
Montrose may well have failed the

"After the fall of the Berlin Wall in
November 1989, the Workers' Party was
poised to pass out the Labour Party. But
by early 1990 it had thrown away its
chance by first suppressing my pamphlet,
‘The Necessity of Social Democracy’,
and then disciplining Eamon Smullen for
publishing it, causing the first of two

terminal splits. ... Eamon Smullen finally
got sick of the scheming to stick to old-
style socialism and published 'The Neces-
sity of Social Democracy' in early 1990.
All hell broke loose. The Old Guard and
the Student Princes started a purge of the
Smullen group. This led to the first of two
splits which finished the Workers' Party
as a serious force... Eamon Smullen was
subjected to two days of diatribes,
'disciplined' and driven from the Workers'
Party—the name was his—which he had
transformed from a narrow nationalist
sectinto a successful progressive workers'
party. Atthe time, some myopic historians
said the Workers' Party would survive
the loss of people like Smullen and those
of us who left with him. Fat chance. No
party can suppress people with freshideas,
drive out old idealists and pamper political
opportunists without doing itself fatal
damage. Within two years the Workers'
Party was a hollow shell."
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Harris makes no mention of Sherlock’s should never again have a contribution to genuine, agenda-free, speech during the

role in all of this. Why not? The Smulle

Harris 'sophisticates' who had made fun ofproblems".
Sherlock once inquiring what exactly was

meant by'democratic centralism"used

n/ make and the Party would not have similar course of the October 2007 Seanad vote of
sympathy on Joe Sherlock's death. But
Harris should have had the decency to
Such was the political parting of the leave it at that, instead of cynically

that mechanism to stifle dissent within the ways between Sherlock and Harris almostmisusing Sherlock's name two years later
WP for as long as they could (including two decades ago, as Joe saw off the Harrign an effort to bolster up his current anti-

suppressing calls for the dropping
Articles 2 and 3), and then they blew it

of (but now no longer Irish Republican) union agenda.

all Brotherhood. Harris did indeed make a Manus O'Riordan

apart by themselves proceeding to operate

as minority factionalists who could onfy
self-destruct. Joe Sherlock may not have
been as up to scratch, as those who have

now becoméex-communistgyf"the God
that failed'variety, on what exactly Leni
had to 'teach' ofdemocratic centralism
in What Is To Be Doneghd other works
But Sherlock did know the meaning

organisational discipline and loyalty. As
loyal member of the IRA during th
"Border Campaign"”, he had been arres
under arms in 1961 and imprisoned 3

consequence. He went on to actually

believe in the transformation of Offici
Sinn Féin/IRA into a Workers' Party, a

he further believed that henceforth his ¢gne

loyalty should be to open Party structu
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which, in turn, should be free from t
operations of any shadowy Army

Industrial Departmenttrying to pull strin¢js

behind the scenes.

At the February 1992 Conference
the Workers' Party—when it split ap
due to the de Rossa vote of 241 agains
Garland vote of 133 being just 9 vo
short of the two thirds constitutional
required to transform the Party—the m
noteworthy critic of Garland's paramilit
"Group B" was none other Joe Sherlog
Referring to some members having t
own "secret army, Sherlock said th
"what was needed now was to eradic

any semblance of this criminal activity"

Harris's quarrel with Sean Garland t
years previously had nothing to do w
suchissues. Neither before, then, nor si
did Harris ever criticise Garland in t
Sherlock manner. But, in any case, h
could he? Ifthe Garland/Gouldit@roup

B" was operating as &ecret IRA"In

manipulating the less streetwise memA
of the Workers' Party, the Smullen/Han
"Industrial Department”"had been
similarly operating as'aecretIRB"And,

at that stage of his political life, Sherlo
was as much opposed to IRBs as IRA
is this fact which makes Harris's whingei
about the role of both tH&arland Old
Guard" and the"Student Princes"in

seeing off Smullen and Harris at the Aq
1990 WP Conference, all the more diffic
to take. For the most effective 'go
riddance' speech came from neither grg
but from the solid working class tones
Joe Sherlock. He frankly argued out t
"there was no harm in having people

help write documents, but in the past

people had received too much prom

®Sdetailed, with a wealth of historical Governments and the corporatists. Once

? background detail included. A peculiar zqain, it shows we must follow the money
omission is a biography of F.T. (Tom) g find the dung heap.
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Welfare, a High Courtand Supreme Court gnq did, tell us the real story of the ebbing
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- Samuel Reddish and in 1783 she marriedgng other media for spreading a false
0 again to Richard Hunn and had five message and thus enabling the Govern-
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Ceearned her living around England as an
€ actress. Her eldest surviving son George
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he became Prime Minister of England a Lenihan, TD and Minister for Finance, as
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Protestant Ulster, and when nationalist
Ireland voted for independence in 1918
Britain based a subordinate local regime on

i it. The"divide and rule principle"was
Johnston And  The Lost Revolution successfully applied in the North. And it

Roy Johnston made comments on Briartoo carefully. The knowledge of revolution Was applied successfully enough in the rest
Hanley's account of the Stickidsost thatthey learned got in the way of engage®f the country to break up the Sinn Fein
Revolutiorin the December issueBboks ment with the actual opportunity thatmovement which had forced Britain to
Ireland—or rather his comments on the existed. They were finished Leninists, andfoncede something in 1921-2 that it had
Stickies while giving general approval to were therefore not Leninists at all. They@/ways assured its stratum of supporters in
Hanley's account as accurate. (Hanleyad the Book to guide them—the booklreland that it would never do.
chose to comment on the B&ICO in thewritten by Lenin in the course of doing
course of his book, and those commentghings for which there was no book, and
were almost invariably inaccurate, beingwhich was obsolescent as soon as it h
either free invention or the retailing of achieved its object.
gossip. But his account of the Stickies And so they played the part of Kautsky,
probably is accurate, or is in accordancevho chastised Lenin for doing things for : " i
with what they wanted said, as it is basedvhich the Book gave no warrant. Peoplelt?rggls?#gg er éregTiw ceét a:—ehrﬁ eittlg\lj\;ﬁ?cr? cr)nr?eht
on interviews with them and the Official who dealt with the features and opportuni- yp 9

S L imply that that was the case, but they never
IRA has not gone away—a fact of whichties of the actual situation of 1969-70 were__+ 7 .. o :
4 ; e . ; S said it intelligibly in a way that was
we were reminded when it announced ariticised either as'ultra-leftists" or .
. . ; - S o conducive to further thought.
couple of weeks ago that it was going or'reactionaries“—it didn't seem to matter The Stickie position was a kind of
Ceasefire.) which—with a strong hint that something W

_ . more than criticism would be applied to ork;rjg Ol.“!t %f the Woltf_e 'I:[Qne"Souety
The Lost Revolutiowas a revolution them. position, “whose motivation,” says

Itseemedto mein 1969 that the practical
arting point lay in accepting the accom-
lished fact of Partition as something more
than a British device. It was certainly a
British device, but it was grounded in a

that was never there to be made. It was a Johnston:

mimicry of Lenin's revolutionin asituation ~ Johnston writes: "was to attempt to decouple Marxist

in which the requisite social materials had "we attempted to develop a non-violent analysis from the Lenin-Stalin overlay

been used up through reform generations political alternative to the classic Fenian ~and develop it on the home ground, on a
ago. tradition. We ran into problems... For basis wider than the 'proletariat’, invoking

Land reform would have eroded the me the problemsbecameinsuperable early the Connolly legacy. This led to the
conditions within which Lenin made his  in1977,and resigned, remaining however development of the Civil Rights move-
revolution. After 1905, land reform was  in reasonably friendly contact with those ~ Mentin the North with a view to providing
threatened by the new Prime Minister of activists who retained something of our gn enwrlonmlgnt lwgerg requ::cgn
the Tsar, Stolypin. And, eventhough Stoly-  lft-republican politicising agenda..." emocratic political objectives might be

h . . ) ) pursued legally..."
pinwas assassinated, Leninhad the growing | recall that, when he resigned, Desmond
feeling thatthe possibility of the revolution Fennell commented in th8unday Press | was not invited to join the Wolfe Tone
for which he had been constructing histhat this was an unacknowledged practicaSociety in the late 1960s. | cannot say
Party was receding. He was contemplatingubmission to th&wo-nations'reality of ~ whether | would or not, if | had been
emigration when Britain engineered thethe situation. And that reality remainedinvited. My mind resists hypotheticals and
World War which threw the Tsarist State—unacknowledged by Johnston as far as $cenarios. | have often explained that what

which had hitherto engaged in civilising know. | am able to see is only what's under my
operations in Asia with the prospect of . _ _ ___ nose. Butlwas drawn into discussion on a
conflict with the British Empire there—  As to "the classic Fenian tradition” nymber of occasions with people whom |

into war with Austria and Germany with a What relevance did it have to post-1922nqerstood to be founders and elders of the
view to gaining Constantinople, and putlreland? It was an independence traditiorsociety, and | barely escaped being ordered
the Russian State under a degree of stre#is an Ireland governed as a single unify of the house because of my opportunist
that broke it. And then he had the goodwithinthe UKwhich recognised the British \ie\w of Lenin—my view of Lenin as a
fortune that a former member of his Party—position, that Irish independence wouldsperh opportunist for whorttheory is
Alexander Helphand/Parvus—had becoméever be conceded to anything but forcegrey put the tree of life is green”

a useful millionaire in Germany and wasand acted accordingly.
helping with the war effort, and was able to
persuade the General Staff that it would b?or
a good thing to enable Lenin to get back tqp,
Russia from Switzerland. So, Lenin gote

The rigorous necessity of things, and a
Independence was eventually gaineget of principles taken as axioms to be
the part of the country where the bulk ofapplied rigorously to actual situations,
e ;r)]opulation supporr]ted the usehof forrt]:%eemed to be of supreme importance to
S : r the purpose. In the region where thehem. | do not recall if they renounced
homel_:jn t'tlm(tah t?: %reventR Sta||ll’:_ fromdbulk ofthe population enrollezh massen  Stalin while holding Lenin sacred. | have
consolgating the February ReVOlULion andy 44y \whose purpose was to prevent Irishiways found Leninist criticism of Stalin to
stabilising it as a bourge0|s—democrat|cinde endence by force, Britain made hi hanill-inf d
arena for socialist politics. P y ’ i e nothing morethan l-informed nonsense,
separate arrangement. It divided theand if they engaged in it, my mind didn't
The land guestion in Ireland had beencountry, butit did not simply retain the partbother to remember it.
settled by the reform movement of Canonwhere there was a majority against inde- Ifthe Wolfe Tone Society had attempted
Sheehan and William O'Brien halfa centurypendence as an integral political region ofo free Marxism from a Lenin-Stalin overlay
before the Stickies appeared. And therehe British state. It set up a separate butwould certainly have remembered. The
was a working class organised in Tradesubordinate jurisdiction and administrationMarxism which Lenin"overlaid" was
Unions which were pillars of the State inthere. Kautsky's. Kautsky was the impeccable
place of the concentrated but disfranchised What relevance had thelassic Fenian Marxist of the era between Engels and
proletariat of Russia. There was, howevertradition" to that situation? The Parnellite Lenin, whose theorising was dissented from
a war going on. But the Stickies didn'tand Redmondite Home Rule movemenby nobody of substance, except | think on
know what to make of it. They knew too had acted in a way that provoked the formthe margins by Rosa Luxemberg. And he
much. They had constructed themselvesation of a mass Unionist movement inpublished a pamphlet drhe Day (As far
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as I recall, that was its titlBer Tag Itwas become a subject of thought. Johnston writes:

whatitwas about at any rate.) Butwhenthe . s "This period {1969-70} coincided with

actual Day came (whether in July-August rcﬁ;%?ﬁ:’ﬂ?;?e(.:org?;gigﬁ\ﬂ%log W'Odi?]r the build-up of the Provisional movement,

1914 or the Winter of 1918-19), Kautsky.gt I 'thpth Fenia t é/tg 9 d with covert Fianna Fail support, with the

emerged as apolitical. Into ‘? Iar:ﬁetv_vtl h eld enlant ra ; lon a'?h objective of directly taking on British rule
| once read a satire, possibly by Anatoléis'S Ing that It should go Into action With 54 getting rid of the Stormont statelet..."

; m, or else he would shame it by acting
France, about a Foreign Secretary whokept '~ . : : .
himself so well informed about what WaSTone in the Fenian manner. Did the Wolfe If there was covert Fianna Fail support

. ; one Society seriously think that conductindor the Provos, it can only have been Lynch's
ﬁg'gguolg Lnet/heer %?;L%If;?én adf?:;%g %%}irgfa Civil Rights agitation in accordance withprosecution of John Kelly inthe Arms Trials,
And | thought that was Kautsky, the pencecg}reaves's_ strategy was of a kind with Corwhich disconcerted what might be called
Marxist ’ nolly's enlisting of the Feniansin 19_14-16’.2he Constitutional Defence Movement in

' The paradox of Civil Rights lay in the the Northern Catholic community, and drove
| think it was just over forty years agosloganpritish Rights For British Citizens! those who were not wiIIing to revert to
that | had a discussion with Johnston abo@itizenship and Rights amounted to th@cquiescentsubmission, or limitthemselves

Connolly in Liberty Hall after a talk which same thing in Britain. Citizenship (leavingto fptile elec_toral activity in th(_e sta_telet, into

| had given about Connolly. (Johnston wagside the purely formal citizenship of havingactive phy5|cal force Repu_bllcam_sm.

odd in that Greaves/Wolfe Tone Society passportissued in the name of the Crown And What_ is the meaning Oﬁlrectly
company, in that it was possible to engagéat enabled you to travel) was a fact ofaking on British rule and getting rid of the
in open discussion with him.) 1was freeingPolitical activity. The Crown did not have Stormont statele?' Is it that the Provos
Connolly at the time from Greaves's? body of citizens with a Bill of Rights: it ought to have recognised Stormont as an
entanglement of him with Lenin. Itwas nothad subjects for which it did things inlrish state? During the pastdecade Professor
that | wanted to play one against the othefesponse to political activity which theyKeogh of Cork has fostered a number of
| had got a hint that Greaves had engaged@fgaged in. A degree of harmony anthooks abo_utthe Northern Ireland state"l
chicanery on the matter and | just wanted t@quality was established between subjectscall thatin the early 1970s there was some
find out the truth of it. | recall Johnstonthrough the political activity they engageddispute about whether Stormont should be
telling me that | had taken on a hope|egi§. Northern Ireland was excluded frompreserved or got out of the way. | think
task: that Greaves had tied Connolly up ifhat political activity. Greaves wentto and f_ro between expla_|r_1|ng
a knot with Lenin which could never be ) ) that Stormont was a fig-leaf on total British
disentangled. And he seemed to approve, The SDLP was established in 1970 on govereignty, and urging that it should be
But | carried on regardless, and uncovere?{ogramme similar to that of the Wolfepreserved as an Irish institution.

S one Society as described by Johnston
\?vit%OLnenn(i)rI:?lsr\;]vgicg?)(tjansoljglanr% é%;g&ﬂgﬂgere. | put it to them that 'British Rights For  Stormont was | suppose the most obnox-

in a live situation. ritish Citizens' for the purpose of endingous form of British rule there could have
I do not recall that Connolly said anything};.art't'on was self-cpntradlctory. Bn'q;h been. It was ru!e _by Brits V\(hose po_llltlcal

comparable to Lenin"Renegade Kautsky" ights were only achievable through B(|t_|srdevelopment within the British political
He justignored Kautsky and aligned himseIPOI!t!CS’.and the development of Britishsystem was broken in 1886, who were
with the other wing of German Socialism_polmcs in the quth would.r_lot be a step_attached to and controlled the British Union-
And, if he knew of Lenin's position hetowards the ending of Partition, though itst Party (amerger of the Tory Party and the
igno’red that too. Once the Great Wér gcyyoul_d probably set in motion a process oocial reform Liberals) until 1916, who said
going, and the Socialist International com&rsion of communal conflict. But thein 1920 that they did not want Home Rule
mitmént to class war against national wa DLP persisted with both program_meéor themselves any more than for Ireland,
melted away, he decided that the Germ ritish Rights and the ending of Part.|t.|on)and that they did not want to govern
State. even \;vithout a socialist revolutior?)m without acknowledging the conditionsCatholics, butwho agreedin 1921 to operate
f |‘[equired for the achievement of either. a British Home Rule system outside the

was the best thing going from a socialis - . .
; : : ; It alwavs obposed the introduction ofPolitics of the State, one which required
viewpoint. He therefore published the views yS opp them to police the Catholics and return a

of German Socialists who actively supporte@ritish politics while demanding British ~ =" T ; o
the War and ignored the revolutionanyRights as an absolute. That demand wag%éolg'gglmajor'ty at every election, British
German Socialists who made propagandacomprehensible to British political ' —
against the War. culture, which had developed through th tTheor)t/ V\;]as Kjerg/ gtray wher& it said tlh_ath
And the revolutionary German Social-fejection of absolutes. It knew nothing of> SToN" SnOUId be treasured as an ins

ists who opposed the War attacked th@bsolutes, aside from the momentarwstltunon.

German Government for collaborating witr@Psolutes of political expediency givenrise  The Provos, with popular Catholic sup-
the Irish Republicans. Liebknecht exposet by the extravagant rhetoric of the flux oport, caused Stormont to be cancelled with
the Casement affair in the GermarParty-political conflict. a stroke of the Whitehall pen. And they
Parliament. have gained British Rights for British citizens

. ldontknow that it was ever the case iytside the political life of the British State—
In 1898 Connolly declared his affinitythe North that'republican democratic British Rights which do not lead to British

with Pilsudski's national socialism. He repolitical objectives’might not be pursued consequences: British-type Rights which
asserted this affinity with the Polish Socialistegally. | don't that the demand was evegake the North less British than ever.
Party in 1915, when Pilsudski was makingursued at all—if it is not considered that
war on Russia with a Polish Legion raisethe Nationalist Party pursued it—because | took no part in the Civil Rights move-
in Austria and backed by Germany. it was obviously futile. The Nationalist ment back then. If | had, | think | would be
This Connolly, the Connolly of the prin- Party demonstrated its futility. Once theobjective enough to see that the Provos have
cipled German alliance, was unacceptabljorth was set up, along with devolvedachieved its aims, leaving aside the Utopian
to Leninism in Ireland, and remains ungovernment and a separate politics frorflourishes.
acceptable to revisionist Ireland. Thehe politics of the State, Republican politics It's a pity that Johnston—the only Stickie
revisionist mind (so to speak) will not retainpursued electorally was futile but notillegall ever had any time for—doesn't see that, as
the idea of it long enough to consider itThat was generally understood. Itwaswhg scientist who acknowledges objective
When itis asserted in a revisionist preseninn Fein would not disown the IRA andevents even when they conflict with wishes.
there is a reflex recoil from it before it canmake itself legal. Brendan Clifford



| did not realise that | was so amazed by

The Great Hunger him or his voracity, but that sight has
by stayed in my mind, and will stay as long as

. I live.
An tAthar Peadar O Laoghalre | remember one evening during the

. .. period, when the people were running in
INTRODUCTION BY CONOR LYNCH accustomed to the expensive way of life. and out and then walking away. In the

An tAthar Peadar O Laoghaire (Father He was independent as long as his farm . ; : .
Peter O Leary) appeared in almost everyresponded. When the change came, thér(v rlga?rré I;z)vrﬁZbr: 2 2; I?: t afltf Vrvglsedfg\lll\mgb.
Gaelic reader as | went through school.returns from the farm came to a suddenCarri inanasse Ihegrdgt’he shout!” "Ther)é
Seannawas probably his most famous stop. The loss, the extravagance, the,It is ag ain!” saiganother and the- all ran
book. But | am constantly surprised at hisdemands were too great. Itwas impossibleout 2 wHiIe afterwards ,the can{e back
huge output—including translations of the to meet them and they swept him off his in With 2 poor. old feIIoW bet)\//veen them
four Gospels. He wrote a short autobiographyfeet. | well recall how | would hear the The utphim’standin on the floor—hé
—Mo Sceal Fein/My Own Storyin1915  latest news and how it caused amazement; yp 9 : :

. . . - . : was hardly able to stand. | was facing him
This was not translated into English until 'Oh! Did you hear? Such a person is burst!and | had a view of his features. His mouth
Cyril O Ceirin gotaround to itin 1969. It His land is up for sale. He's gone. He was wide open and his lips .upper and
was published by Oxford University slipped away. His land is up! lower both \?vere drawn back' so that his
Press—but | suppose that was in the days You would often hear "His land is up!" teeth—the'amount he had of fhem—were
before matters Irish were taken in hand by—but you wouldn't hear at all that time exposed. | saw the two. big, long. vellow
Roy Foster and his historical murder gang.'His land has beentaken byanotherpersone g-teetﬁ in his mouth' thge, terrgc;ryin his
| take the liberty of using a small part of Nobody had any wish to take land. Things eyes and the confusion’in his face. | can
this translation to illustrate the horrors of used to be very bad for those who had IOStsZe them now as well as | could sée them
the Great Hunger (or the Famine as thetheir land. They'd have neither food nor then. He was a neighbour. It is how the
English would have us call it) by someone credit and there was nothing they could dohun .er drove him o%t to sée it he could
who lived through it as a child. but go looking for alms. They would not find?’;m thing to eat and the poor man went

An tAthar Peadar was born in 1839 in be long begging when they used to go intoastra )i/n thg bog that was below Carrigi-
that odd part of Cork which is neither decline and they'd die. As they were nOtnanaZse Whegr]1 he found himself going
north nor west. (Even the IRA, as it accustomed to hunger or hardship, theyastra heybecame afraid that he would fall
organised its brigades in 1920, couldn'tcouldn't stand itlong when the hungerandimo ayhole and be drowned. He stopped
work out what to do with the area that ran hardship came on them. Often, when thethen and beaan to shout THatwas cups?com
west from Macroom and took in Kil- hunger was very severe, they'd have to—therewasgacertainshéutforthe purpose
michael, Ballyvourney, Inchegeela and rise and move out and head for the house_for anyone going astray. Each one
Gougane Barra, and onto the Kerry border.of some neighbour (who, perhaps, would new hO\)//V to sgnd % thliug.h so that
Toitsnorthwas Liam Lynch's 2nd brigade, be as needy as themselves, or close to it hen thev heard it e\F/)er one \;vould knbw
and to its south was Tom Hales' 3rd to see if they could get a mouthful to eat, the mean%n of it ,and t>r/1e eople would
brigade. Sothey stuck it onto McCurtain's which might take the frenzy of hunger of ather and sgeektr']e erson5vhopwas going
1st brigade based in Cork City!) them (I seem to remember them). gstra P

An tAthar Peadar died in 1920 on the  One day, when | was eight years of age Y:
same day as Terence MacSweeny! He(l seem to remember that was standing at  There was a little stable at the head of
was never a pacifist but opposed uprisingsthe corner of the haggard), | saw a womanthe house. A poor person by the name of
on the ground that they would not work— coming up towards me up the hill. She Patrick Buckley came and shelter was
not least because he had a terror ofwas barefoot, walking very slowly and givento himself, his wife ane two children
informers. After all, he witnessed first panting, as if she had been running. Shen the stable. They stayed for some weeks
hand the failures of Young Ireland and thewas blowing so much, her mouth was there, but they had a small cabin for
Fenians. For some reason he still had avide open, so that | had sight of her teeth.themselves after that, Sheila was the
greatgrafor O'Donovan Rossa. He had a But the thing that amazed me altogethername of the elder of the two children. We
real hatred for the kind of "education” that was her feet. Each foot was so swollen,had a serving-boy—Conor was his name—
was foisted on the lIrish, disciplining us from the knee down, it was as big and asand | overheard Sheila talking to him one
rather thanimparting knowledge, and wasfat as a gallon-can. That sight took such aday,
much impressed by Pearséurder  grip on my mind that it on my mind now, "Con", she said, Gaelic.

Machine—a work that should be every bit as clear-cut as it was that day, "Coming, Sheila", Con said.
compulsory reading for every would-be although it is around three score and five "I have no speech now", she said,

teacher! But now let's read the manyearssincelsawit. Thatwoman had been"Airiu, what else have you got, Sheila?"

himself. fairlyindependentand free from adversity Con said.
until the blackness had come upon the "English", says she.
THE GREAT HUNGER potatoes. "Airiu, what English could you have?"

A strange thing—it was the big strong  Another day—I can'ttellifitwas before ~ Con said.
farmers who were the first to falll The or after that—I was inside our house, "Peter's English and Seanin-Philib's
man who had only a small farm, the grassstanding on the hearthstone, when a boy English." (Seanin-Philib was another
of six or seven cows, kept his hold; the came in the door. | saw the face that was poor person, who lived in a cabin beside
man with the big, broad, spacious farm on him and the terror that was in his two the place.)
was soon broken when the changed timesyes, the terror of hunger. That face and "But surely English is speech, Sheila?"
came. He who had only a little, lost only those two eyes are before my mind now, "English speech?" She said in amaze-
a little. Before this, there was no big rent as clear and as unclouded as the day | gave ment. "If it was, surely people would
or bigdemands on him. He was accustom-the one and only look. Somebody gave understand it!"
ed to live without much extravagance. It him a lump of bread. He snatched the
wasn't too much for him to tighten his belt bread and turned his back to us and his One day, Sheila's mother had a handful
a little bit more, and to answer the small face to the wall and he started right into of gravel in the little broad-bottomed pot,
demands on him without too much hard- eating it so ravenously that you would the griddle-oven they used to call it, as she
ship. But he, who had a big farm, was think he would choke himself. Atthe time was going to bake a cake; she was scouring
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and scraping the inside of the griddle-ovespeech that was better by far than Peteslscellence of the deeds. According to

with the gravel. English and Seainin-Philib's English. everyone, Patrick Buckley had only done a

"Oh, mam!" Sheila said, isithowyou'llput - The father and mother were asking arfling that any man, who was worth calling
gravel in the cake?" "It is,” said herquestioning as often as they were able abgufnristian, would have done.

mother. Sheila and little Jeremiah. The children That little man-een. whose name was
Out went Sheila. She saw Con. were notlong dead when they heard aboutiichael O'Leary, was living in a cabin not
"Oh, Con,"says she, What'llwe do? What'lhllthe poor people had Gaelic. The superiofgr from that in which Patrick Buckley and

we do at all?" hadn't got it, or else they spoke it poorlyis wife died. Black Michael was a nick-

"What's on you now, Sheila?" Con said. The poor people could often get word abodame they had on him. Cathleen Purcell
"The grey-green gravel my mother's puttingach other without the superiors knowing ifyas his wife's name. They had the full of
in the cake for us and I don't know how irand a brooding came over them that thefe house of children. There wasn't as
the world we'll be able to eat it. All ourcould not stay in the place. They wergych as one word of English in themselves
teeth'll be broken. Some of the stones iseparated from each other, but they fourg in the children. The famine came hard
the gravel are very big. Not one of us wilthe opportunity of sending word to eacBn them. Tadhg was the name of their
have a tooth left in his head. It's all righbther. They decided to steal away from thgdest son. He saw his father and mother
for Little Jeremiah he hasn't got any teetplace. The wife's name was Kit. Patficbrowing weak with the hunger, and the
at all yet." first slipped out of the house. He v;/]aited fC}foungest member of the family stretched
, - . Kit at the top of the Road of the Whisps. Igead in the corner of the cabin. Atnightfall,
bré_tﬁt(laer\)elrr?r\?vli?r? vcvgf]sufsﬁilllahsé%msaéléy\?vﬁg while, he saw her coming, but she wag took an axe and knife with him and out
Sheila's mother was doing. When h alking very slowly. The sickness was ORe went. He went into the cowhouse of one
Ng. el 1€ S@er. They pushed on towards Carrigastyigt the neighbours and killed the beast. He
what the gravel was being used for, they, o the ol here the bia h 9 ; J (e beast.
had a great laugh. ey came 10 the place where 1 ig hol§ok some of the skin from it, stripping the
was. They knew that the two children wergmount of meat he wanted to bring with
The famine came. Sheila and her fathefown in the hole with the hundreds of othe{im. He took away the two hind quarters
and mother and little Jeremiah had to gbodies. They stood beside the hole and wegig came home. They all had a good meal
down to Macroom into the poorhouse. Ndheir fill. Up on Derryleigh to the east of thghat night. When the hunger had been
sooner were they inside than they were affaharin was the cabin in which they hagken from them, Tadhg took out the body
separated from each other. The father w&een living before they went into thenhatwas in the corner, and made a hole out
put among the men. The mother was pyoorhouse. They left the big hole and they the garden and put the body in it.
among the women. Sheila was put amonigeaded north-west for Derryleigh, where \when the morning came, the people
the small girls. And Jeremiah was puthe cabin was. The place was six miles ofghg owned the cow rose and found the
among the very young children. The wholgourney from them, and the night wagow dead out in the shed, with its two hind
house, and all the poor people in it, wasoming, but they pushed on. The hunggarters gone. The ownerwentto Macroom
smothered in every kind of evil sicknessyas on them and the sickness on Kit. Theynd got a search warrant. He had an idea
the people, almost as fast as they'd come ingd to walk very slowly. Whenthey had pyfhere the meat was brought. He and
falling down with a malady and—God bless couple of miles of the journey past themyhatever law-officer he had with him came
the hearers!—dying as fast as the fevefit was forced to stop. She was not able {g Black Michael's cabin. The bones and
came on them. There used not be room favalk any further. A neighbour came acrosgyme of the meat was found. Tadhg was
half of them in the house. The amount thahem. Drink and some little bit of food wagaken prisoner and brought to Macroom
would not be able to get in could only gagiven to them, but fear would not allowyng put into prison. When the time came
and lay themselves on the bank of the rivegnyone to give them shelter since they wefg it, he was tried. He was sentenced
on the lower side of the bridge. You wouldust after coming out of the poorhouse angithout much hesitation and transported. |
see them there every morning, after ththe evil sickness was onthe woman. Patrigiver heard an report since then of what
night was over, stretched out in rows, somenly lifted the woman onto his back anfiappened him afterwards nor what end
stirring, some quiet enough without any stipushed on north-westwards for the cabingefe|| him.
atallinthem. In awhile, certain menwould The poor man himself was weak enough. \ichael and Cathleen and those of the
come and they would take those, who weré would have been hard on him to put theymily who still lived left the cabin and
not stirring, and they would put them intojourney by him without having any loadigok to the roads.
trucks. They would take them to a placVith the load, he was often forced to stop some days after they had gone away, a
beside Carrigastyra, where a great, wid@ndto leave hisload down onthe ditch of thgsighbour was going past the cabin. He
deep hole had been opened for them, amdad for a while. But whatever wearinesgaw a hound, with something in his mouth,
they would put them altogether down intovas on him, he continued to put thatjourngiy the garden; the hound threw down the
the hole. They would do the same with alby him. He did not part with his load. Hghing he had in his mouth and ran away.
who had died in the house after the nightreached the cabin. The cabin was cold aftle neighbour came over and nearly fell
It was not too long, after their going inempty before him, without fire nor heat. \with the shock and the horror when he saw
and after his separation from his mother, The morning after, some neighbour camifiat it was a person's hand that the dog had
that death came to little Jeremiah. Thé&the cabin. Hewentinside. He sawthe pgif his mouth! Tadhg hadn't made the hole
small body was thrown up on the truck an¢here and they both dead, and the feet of thgep enough before he put the body down
taken to the big hole, and it was thrown iwoman in Patrick's bosom, as if he had begfig .
along with the other bodies. But it was allrying to warm them. It would seem that he The neighbour found a box or something
the same to the child: long before his bodfad felt the weakness of death coming ovgf the sort. He took the rest of the body
was thrown into the hole, his soul was in th&it and her feet cold, and he put the feetinfgom the hole, and brought the box to the
presence of God, in the joy of the heavensis own bosom to take the cold from thenpearest graveyard and buried it. It was no
It was not long until Sheila followed little  "He was a good, loyal, noble man!" somggyse for wonder at that time to see a
Jeremiah. Her young body went into thgerson might say, perhaps, "and the deedfi&son going by himselfto a graveyard and
hole, but her soul went up to where littledid was a noble one!" a coffin with him in his cart, or on the back
Jeremiahwas, in the presence of God, in the It is true. But I will tell you this much. of two cattle if he hadn't got a horse nor a
joy of the heavens, where she had soladdousands of deeds of the same kind weggt.
and the company of the saints and angeldpne in Ireland during that period, and
and the company of the Virgin Mary, andhobody was one whit amazed at the Thatwas the way things were then, ugly



UNIONS continued

THE LENIHAN LEGACY
Mind you, politically the family has 8
lot to prove!
In 1984 Telecom Eireann/Eircom was
supposed to be this State's driver on

century if we were to fully develop and
attract new industry.

Then along cam#finister for Public
Enterprise, Mary O'RourkeeeLenihan,
in July, 1999 and privatised the entife
operation, conning people into buying
those ill-fated shares, which investments
we were assured—would definitely 'qo
up' unlike the financial adverts 'inveqt-
ments could go either up or down'. Well
they didn't'go up' and sadly neither did the
company Eircom, which was sold off,
an Australian consortium, then Tor
O'Reilly and is now controlled by
Singapore venture group.

Yes, we were all going to be a 'natig
of share-holders. We paid twice over,
once, when we builtthe company; a secc
time, when we were foolish enoughto b
into it. A sort of forerunner of NAMA if
you like!

Yy

And then there was Brian, senior, an
ould gentleman in his own right but who
can ever forget the 1990 Presidentjal
election and that famous statement [on
mass emigratior'We can't all live on &
small island"

and hateful and loathsome, round about thef England at that time of a law to protect By a lonely prison wall | heard a young

f C hepackage that would cut the public servi
global technological stage in the 21st pay bill in the long term.

THE IrisH CONGRESS

ofF TRADE UNIONS

Among the public service unions the
was clear anger atthe collapse of the ta
According to one, there wda clear
acceptanceamong Union leaders of th
need for public sector reform and th
believe they could have delivered

"We might be waiting another 20 yea
for that now" said one.

We won't—it will be forced on us if wég

don't wake up, especially if the Pub
Service Unions don't cop on.

"Union leader Tom Geraghty said h

union [Public Service Executive Union]

had worked the social partnership proc
as far as possible to increase pay.
"He said: “In the 20 years of prosperi
after 1987, we more than doublé
members' real pay and we managed fi]
the mid-1990s on to secure pay increa
of a cumulative value of between 20
and 25% over and above the terms of

national agreements for our memberg in

the exchequer-funded public servig
through the full use of the availab
mechanisms in the agreements.”

priority to stabilise our public finances

"He said the alternative, of handi
over financial responsibility to an intq
national body such as the IMF,
“simply terrifying”.

"Delegates at the conference ba
an emergency motion urging t
Governmentto relieve staff atlocal soq
welfare offices following a dramatic 80fb6
rise intheirworkload" (Irish Independe|
25.4.2009).
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Itis hard to believe that Tom Gerag
spoke those words just eight months
ic inafewshortsentences he summed uj
entire problem: thanks to Benchmarki
| the public service were the single grea
IS beneficiary of Social Partnership, n
"we" must stabilise our public finance
FSSkeep the International Monetary Fung
bay and engage a few hundred more
Y to help Public Service Executive Uni

members deal with the half a million dq

Ju
o Jlueue.

D,
tf:e Andyet, withaTaoiseach and a Tang

.- who were prepared to play ball, the IC

b

e, effectively the Public Service Sector o
e could not come up with a formula t
would have saved the Social Partner:

"Mr Geraghty said there could be
dispute about the success of the prod
for members but suggested that furtl
pay rises could not be expected in
current climate.

"“At some stagewe can hope to g

back to that type of scenario”, he s
“In the meantime, we have an absol

o process. It beggars belief, it really dog
ess

er The sacrifice of one day's pay for {
he of the next twelve months would probal

have carried the day, without conditio

t qualification—would that alone not ha
id. been a small sacrifice to save Sofi
te Partnership?

area in which | was reared. | understandhe people, they would have said you were girl calling:

that the story was exactly the same al

about the whole of Ireland. And, to make

inad.
It was not at all for the protection of t

"Michael, they have taken you away.

he For you stole Trevelyan's corn so the

matters altogether worse, it was not reallypeople that the English made laws at that young might see the morn
by the will of God that things were so. Ittime. To crush the people down and toNow a prison ship lies waiting in the

was that way because of the will of peopleplunder them, to put them to death by

bay.

There was sent out from Ireland that yeafamine and by every other kind of injustice

as much—no! twice as much—corn as—that's why the English made laws in

Chorus

would have nourished every person livingthose days. It is a strange story, but the, 4 lie the fields of Athenry

in the country. The harbours of IrelandEnglish had a sort of proverb then. Here's\\/nere once we watched the small free
were full of ships and the ships full of Irish the proverb'To give the tenant his rights

corn: they were leaving the harbours whileis an injustice to the landlord".
the people were dying with the hunger

throughout the land.

PostscriptT BY CoNOR LYNCH

birds fly

Our love was on the wing, we had dreams

and songs to sing,

It's so lonely round the fields of Athenry."

'Why wasn'tthe cornkepthere?' someone | am no fan of rugby—probably because i
it was a posh person's game in my CountyBY a lonely prison wall I heard a young

It was not kept because it had to be sol@®ut it is a working class game in Limerick  Man calling: .
to pay the rent, and the butter and the meaand in parts of Dublin and Ulster. Unlike “Nothingmatters, Mary, whenyou're free.

will say, perhaps.

and every other bit of produce from thesoccer it is an all-Ireland sport, followed
land, excepting the potatoes. The blacknessy Protestants and Catholics alike. It has

took away the potatoes and then there wagn insipid dirge for an anthemieland's

no food left for the people to eat.

_ Call—of which neither players nor sup-
Someone will say, perhaps: "Why wasn'orters know the words, and it is not the gy a lonely harbour wall she watched the

rebelled, they cut me down,
Now you must raise our child with
dignity."

a law made to protect the people from th&ong sung during matches. From start to [ast star fall

injustice that forced the people to sell thefinish the supporters sing out the FamineAs the prison ship sailed out against the
corn and not to keep anything for them-song—The Fields Of Athenry. After all,

selves to eat?'

the famine struck hard in Ulster as wel

sky.

I— Sure she'll wait and hope and pray for her

I'm sorry for your want of knowledge! especially in the areas around Enniskillen love in Botany Bay;

‘A law to protect the people,” you say?and Lurgan. It may be no harm to give thelt's so lonely round the fields of Athe

Airiu, if you had spoken to the gentlemen

words here.

nry.
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Unions Fail To Save
Social Partnership

Brian Lenihan is the man who in thg¢ December 2009he Cabinet was divided

midst of the State's greatest financial crigis on the proposal by five votes to eight, wi

senses a leadership killing is possible :
political focus has concentrated on thi{s
ambition above all else.

isone Minister uncommitted.
The Taoiseach, Mr Cowen, Tanais

h ICTU proposal was Health Minister Mar
Harney, former leader of the Progressi
fe Democrats, who got so carried away so

A particularly vocal opponent of thd

Mary Coughlan and Ministers Baft Cabinet Ministers thought they werg

From a national perspective it gets O'Keeffe, Eamon O Cuiv and Brends
worse, Lenihan believes Fianna Fail cgn Smith were all in favour of continuing th

n attending a PD Executive meeting, n

win the General Election in 18 months Partnership talks with the unions on the either party today.

time, 2012, which means he is not going fo controversial issue.

start messing around with urgently need¢d But opposed to the proposal wefe

electoral and political reforms. ministers Brian Lenihan, Martin Cullen
The perception of him as a ‘hard-map' Mary Hanafin, Willie O'Dea, Dermof

The Sunday Independestimmed up
the anti-trade union media strategy in t
current financial crisis:

"Aftertotting up the numbers, ministe

o]

has won him the support of the ‘great annd Ahern and Mary Harney as well as the ty

good' of the Establishment, particularl
the media and it is just a matter of tim

Greens, John Gormley and Eamon Ry
Foreign Affairs Minister Micheal

and TDs were conscious of the 317,0
public servants against the 1.7 million

n.

b that there is very much to differentiagg

Martin was believed not to have conje

the private sector and 428,000 people

before the 'prize’ falls into his lap.
Analumnuof Sidney Sussex College

Cambridge (that cradle of the Reformatio

in England), Lenihan is a Senior Counsq|.

"Yesterday's Budget heightened th
perception that Lenihan is the tough g
and Brian Cowen the weak and indecisivie
leader. In 45 minutes on his feet, Lenihan

for the Minister of Finance to come t

terms with his job and the country hap Chris Andrews, Noel O'Flynn and Michag

paid a high price for his training perio
but in comparison to Cowen and Mar

down strongly either way, perhags the dole.” (6.12.2009).

prompted by what Jack Lynch did whgn  The"divide and conquerpolicy of the
he ‘dummied" his way through Haughgy media, IBEC and the economists w.

and Colley to gain the Fianna F
leadership in 1966.

il finally bearing results.

Then aheated Fianna Fa.|| Parliamentaryhe Sure'y must have Sensed that th|s
opened as a Clark Kent figure and st Party meeting took place on the Thursd

down as Superman, the man of steel. it €vening (3.12.2009), where the majori
has taken 14 months and three budggtsof TDs poured scorn on the ICTU

"Twelve Days", led by Mattie McGrath

Mulcahy.

FYmuch more than a tactical defeat—|
Y leadership is now on the line!

S The "Family Lenihan" has some scor
to settle with Fianna Féil and deep do
there are some grudges to be settled.
late Brian Lenihan's abandonment aq
presidential candidate still rankles; Ma

|

Coughlan he looks competent and i
charge... My first prediction for 2010;

Brian Lenihan to be Taoiseach before thje
Irish Political Review is published by

end of the year" (George Hodiye Cork
News, 11.12.2009).

Lenihan's opportunity arose throug[
the ham-fisted effort made by the ICTU t
sell the "12-day unpaid Ileave
arrangement” In the words of Bernard
Harbour of the public service union
IMPACT:

"There has been enough progress
suspend that strike. The Government h
said to us that it is satisfied with thg
progress made over the last few day
which does have the basis to form g
agreement oputting payroll costs next
year in away that doesn't resultin a cut
people's pay
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On that same evening, Tuesday, 1

Cassidy was always attributed to devio
internal tactics; and "baby Conor" woul

figure of fun, the ex-Disc Jockey.

"Like John Bruton and Michael Noona
before him, Cowen is a tailor's nightma
and always manages to look unkempt a

a step in a myriad of media intervie
over a five-hour period. Hair, tie and s
were as sharp at 11pm as they had bee
the early afternoon. Ahern learned t
“clothes maketh the man”and dumped t
anorak after he assumed power. Lenihg
suspect watched and learned" (Geo
Hook, The Cork Newsl1.12.2009).
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continued on page 23

As Taoiseach, Cowen ate humble p

love to get back at those that see him &

O'Rourke's electoral defeat to DonfE

frumpy. In contrast, Lenihan did not mige
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