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Her Nibs Visits

So the war between the UK and the Republic of Ireland has been concluded
away by the ceremonial visit of Her Nibs to the Garden of Remembrance. The
have finally conceded defeat in that matter.

Atleastthatis what we were told repeatedly and authoritatively during the visit
Nibs. Fintan O'Toole of the official newspaper of the State told us so on Radio E
And he said, if she had only come earlier, things would have been settled earli

If there were any truth in all of this, it would be a case of Britain snatching defe
the jaws of victory. But of course there isn't any truth in it.

The purpose of the visit by Her Nibs was to consolidate the great displacement
political culture by British influence that has been accomplished during thell pdatts are not. Itis clear thatthe ECB made
generation, and particularly since Mary Robinson made the mission of her Presidetheyrunning, that it forced a 'bailout’ on
to bring over Her Nibs and refused a second term when she did not think it would liapipeland.
quickly enough. Lenihan had to negotiate with a 'troika’

made up of the EU Presidency, the
aadmmission and the International Mone-
tkery Fund, but the ECB was clearly in

charge. The media have therefore found
eatmther culpritto blame for Ireland's diffi-

culties in the ECB, and there has been the
eiasvitable frenzy against this latest cause
wathall of our problems. But, at the same
¢ime, | detect a certain 'blame fatigue'.
itditaybe we ourselves had something to do
henitlrthe problems we have?
h by The most obvious questionvigy this
béigka'? Lisbon was all about streamlining

Whodunit?

nd putNow that the election dust and hot air
ritieets settled, the realities of the 'bailout' and
the background to it are being dealt with
Hreore realistically. Former Finance Minis-
aem. Brian Lenihan has given, in his
. interviews with Dan O'Brien, the most
framedible account of the way Ireland was
treated by the European Central Bank so
f Ifesh Details may be disputed, but the basic

What war was it that the visit symbolised the end of? The war between Brit
Ireland fought in Northern Ireland in which the fighting was brought to an end
Good Friday Armistice of 1998, it seems.

So the Provos must have been acting on the authority of the Dublin Govern
pursuant to Articles 2 & 3 of the Constitution!!

We must confess to a profound misunderstanding of the history of the past fort
We were misled by appearances into thinking that Dublin Governments side
Britain in that war. The Provos were harrassed and imprisoned by Dublin Gover
during that war, and wild allegations were made about them. And, when
eventually made peace with the Provos, and made a tacit admission of blame fo
by opening the prisons, Dublin found it very hard to do likewise. It gave way in
inch, dragging its heels resentfully, having more than once accused the British
soft on terrorism. the EU and all its mechanisms, yet here

Now that the war in the North is over, is the Republic claiming the credit for it di thee have three separate bodies dealing
ground of Articles 2 & 3, which were given an outing on RTE during Her Nibs's Wisit®ith thisissue. Moreover, one, the IMF, is

|continued on iaie i |c0nlinued on iaie 1 3’

means of working up popular support for

Bin Laden Welcomes The Arab Sprmg the ongoingwar on terror". Itis just too

absurd to believe that a small group of
people, however determined, are capable

Inthe aftermath of 9/11, itwas common to rise up (Daily Telegraph, 19 May).

for Westemn politicians to declare that Al "There is a serious crossroads before0f making a significantimpact on how we
Qaeda was out tdestroy our way of life you", he said, "and agreatand rare historiclive in the West.

inthe West (whatever that is) and therefore opportunity to rise with the Ummah However, it is almost unknown for a
had to be combated by any and every (Muslim world) and to free yourselves Western politician to give the real reason
means:They hate our freedonresident from servitude to the desires of the rulers, why Al-Qaeda is at war with the West and
George Bush famously said. man-made law, and Western dominance”. h 35 peen for many years. One might have

This Bush aphorism came to mind when Apparently, they don't hate our freedom thought that bin Laden’s execution would
| read that Al-Qaeda had released a mes- have prompted some discussion about

. after all.
sage by Osama bin Laden posthumously, this in the media, but if there has been any

in which he praised the uprisings in Egypt  The notion that Al-Qaeda is out to 'h . :

L X ; ven't com ross it.
and Tunisia and urged Muslims to take "destroy our way of lifels rarely repeated avent come across
advantage of‘aare historic opportunity” by Western politicians these days as a continued on page 14




blessed with a visit from King George V.
CONTENTS "Knowing from previous experience of
royal visits, as well as from the coronation
orgies of the past few weeks, that the occas-
ion will be utilised to make propaganda on
behalf of royalty and aristocracy against
the oncoming forces of democracy and
national freedom, we desire to place before
you some few reasons why you should
unanimously refuse to countenance this
visit, or to recognise it by your presence at
its attendant processions or demonstrations
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Croke Park Agreement; Anti-Union)

Dail Motion On Dublin-Monaghan Bombings. Report

"The future of the working class requires
that all political and social positions should
be open to all men and women...

"Letthe capitalistand landlord class flock
to exalthim; heistheirs... apeople mentally
poisoned by the adulation of royalty can
never attain to that spirit of self-reliant
democracy necessary for the attainment of
social freedom..." {Connolly's article can
be read in full on th&n Phoblachivebsite}.

Thelrish News(18th March) reported
that the Queen of England had landed at
Casement aerodrome. This was the last
time | saw it referred to as such—it
suddenly reverted to its old name, Bal-
donnel Aerodrome—even further on in
the same issue of thesh News Soon
Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: we'll be told that she was visiting West
Ulster, The Next Paradis Fiscal ? Britain. And why not? Those most eager
| Mark [.angammer (back page) | forthe visit, e.g. Enda Kenny, John Bruton,

k%wy the late Garrett FitzGerald, Eoghan Harris,

CC Labour Party Conference Motion .

Irish LP Response To Draft PPS 23 and PPS 24 Ruth Dudley-Edwards, Kevin Myers, and
Press Release (page 31) f[he rest vvpuld have us b.ack the_re, oreven
in the United Kingdom, in a thrice. And
the British, especially through their current
Ambassador, would have us. Though it
may be called the Council of the Isles so

. ) beloved of the Scottish National Party's
If not, itis hard to make sense of much thatseems to have been the disgraced Charleg|ox Saimond. This visit was political

as said in mid-May. Haughey, acting behind the scenes, Whogpave all else—uwith Cameron, Hague
Eamon Dunphy came out as a greatwas the only Taoiseach with some sense, g their merry men included.
enthusiast for Her Nibs and what she of what Northern Ireland was. And then | ocked some friends in Dublin what the
stands for. We recall that Dunphy was aAlbert Reynolds was the only Taoiseach yoaction was as the visit approached. In-
venomous opponent of the peace processvho could tend to the end game without yitterence to favourable, | was told, except
when it was got going by Gerry Adams, dragging up old resentments. for the media which was downright orgas-
representing Sinn Fein, and John Hume, mic. Itwas almost as though David Beck-
not representing the SDLP. Dunphy  We note that Her Nibs did not visitthe pam and Victoria, Elton John, Paul Mc
conducted a propaganda campaign againstegion where the war was fought, and Cartney, Kate Moss, Katie Price, and Ant
Hume. Of course, he jumped on the where a radical re-structuring was under- ;4 pec were all coming at the same time.
bandwagon when it got rolling. taken when it was understood that Other'(Exceptintheircase no amount of barriers,
wise the war would continue. She did ”Otguards or soldiers could have kept the
The war was foughtin the North, being visit her own back-yard. Dublin was celebrity gawpers away.
made possible and necessary by the misprotected from her. West Belfast didn't

BR BREREREEE DEemk moe=sE=R

Due to pressure of space, we have held over several items, including a skit on
the Queen's visit by Lt. Col. Morgan (retired)

chievous mode of government that Britain have to bother its head about her. Onthe great day Dublin was shut down,
set up in its Six County region. It was "sanitised zones"as the Guards called

made possible and necessary by that mod them. Even the central Rotunda hospital
of government. It was fought by the %—he Queen Of England was cut off. | walked around the city the
community which suffered from that mode Descends Amongst Us next day—the Thursday—when she was

of government. It was settled by negoti-  Before giving some notes on the recentSUPPosed to be in Kildare looking at the
ations between leaders of that communityy;isit it would be apt to quote James Con-9€€ gees. The barriers were going up
and Britain when Britain came to under- no|ly on the previous visit of a British @dain—onthe quays, around Trinity, along
stand that it could neither win the war nor ponarch to the South of Ireland in 1911: Nassau Street and part of Westland Row.
dissolve it by political chicanery. The  «raliow Workers Liffey Street and Jervis Street were cut
only Dublin leader who played a signi- “As you are aware from reading the daily Off. And these were the only areas | had
ficant part in bringing about a settlement  and weekly newspapers, we are about to beany business to be in. Trains were stopped



between Pearse Station and Connolly

reincarnation!

Language was changing from ok gosh! I
to b.... and c.... The crowds, that the Royal thual

Eaf)deis Slil‘t()i t{:e p.rerus dﬁy were b;},ng "Pamphilius What was your father?
cld back by barriers but who "wanted " to Semphroniugstartled} Eh?

get close to the Queen, were really poor P. What was your father?
souls who were being prevented from S. My father?

getting to and from work or home. The P. Yes. What was he?
Guards were pleased, of course, some of S. A Ritualist.

them on double bubble. The visit is sup- P. 1 don't mean his religion. | mean his profession. And his politics.

h = ; ) At this time of royal weddings and visits, readers may enjoy this extract from
Station. Maybe the authorities believe in George Bernard Shaw's The Apple Cart

posed to have cost €30m (my eye). That | S.He was a Ritualist by profession, a Ritualist in politics, a Ritualist in religion: a rgging

doesn't cover days off work or late fo emotional Die Hard Ritualist right down to his boots.

work; people not shopping; taxis at f P. Do you mean that he was a parson?

standstill; or the bemused tourists. (TheyldS-Notatall. Hewas asort of spectacular artist. He got up pageants and Lord Mayorsf Shows

take you alright—via Limerick and Wex-
ford!) The passengers on a Limerick tp
Dublin train were corralled at Heusto

Station for an hour. An acquaintance :[:f

and military tattoos and big public ceremonies and things like that. He arranged the last
two coronations. Thatwas how | got my job here in the palace. All our royal peopld knew
him quite well; he was behind the scenes with them.

P. Behind the scenes and yet believed they were all real!

) ) - 1' S. Yes. Believed in them with all his soul.

mine, a professional photographer, decidgdp  Although he manufactured them himself!

to take a few pictures. He was hit on tHes. Certainly. Do you suppose a baker cannot believe sincerely in the sacrifice of thg Mass

shoulders withabaton. When he protestgd, or in holy communion because he has baked the consecrated wafer himself?

the Guards noticed his Northern accent,P. | never thought of that.

and beat the living daylights out of him| S. My father might have made millions in the theatres and film studios. But he refuped to

touch them because the things they represented hadn't really happened. He didn't mind

The Northern papers went ecstatic about doing the christening of Queen Elizabeth in Shakespear's Henry the Eighth becapise that

the whole thing—thdrish Newsmuch
more so than the Protestant papers. The
made alot of théismall numberdf demon-

though they offered him thousands.

had really happened. It was a celebration of royalty. But not anything romanti¢; not

. Did you ever ask him what he really thought about it all? But of course you didn'{: one
can't ask one's father anything about himself.

strators. It was a relatively small group g \y dear Pam: my father never thought. He didn't know what thought meant. Vefy few
but not that small. Then itwas reinforcefl pegple do, you know. He had vision: actual bodily vision, | mean; and he had ar] oddly
by a lot of local lads who began to setfife  |imited sort of imagination. What | mean is that he couldn’t imagine anything he fidn't
to anything convenient. see; but he could imagine that what he did see was divine and jolly and omniscig¢nt and
The Queen was indeed photographéd omnipotent and eternal and everything that is impossible if only it looked spléndid

with smiling supporters. A carefully] enough, and the organ was solemn enough, or the military brands brassy enough.
selected group of students from Trinity P- You mean that he had to get everything from outside.

College—if indeed they were studentg. S- Exactly. He'd never have felt anything if he hadn't had parents to feel about|in his

(We allremember Tony Blair on his walk
abouts among "supporters" who wele
selected and paid for these occasions!
George Bush use to do the same.) Anpd

childhood, and a wife and babies to feel about when he grew up. He'd never havg known
anything if he hadn't been taught at school. He couldn't amuse himself: he had to pay
oceans of money to other people to amuse him with all sorts of ghastly sports and pleasures
that would have driven me into a monastery to escape from them. You see itwas a|l ritual:
he went to the Riviera every winter just as he went to church..."

then there was an equally selected bodylof
men, some with medals who, in the past,
had gone around the world killing people
for England. They were joined at the
Islandbridge cenotaph by a group of large
gentlemen from Loyalist Belfast.

At the Cenotaph a Corkman, former
Royal Marine, Billy Murphy aged 71,
said:"It's fantastic thatthe Queen's here—
we can all now live in peace and go
forward from here. We've (sic) still got
servicemen dying overseas so it was goo
for herto come here and pay her respects.
What a twisted mind! Billy Murphy was
born in 1940 and would have been too
young to have served in WW2 orin Korea.
So he must be'aeteran”of the colonial
slaughters that took place in places like
Kenya and Malaya.

the likes of my great uncle AleXNews
done him any harm.
said the visit markeda fresh start in

relations between Ireland and Britain.

Jelationship in the future that will benefit
trade, tourism and business."

The campaigning groupustice for the
Forgotten laid a wreath at the Talbot

Letter 19th May). In other words going
off to kill German men who had never

Ex-Sticky leader, Eamon Gilmore, who
greeted Her Majesty at Casement/Baldonnell

e are looking towards a stronger

but I recognise the other influences through about the timing of the Queen's visit.

They, along with the Southern Govern-
ment, are demanding that the British
release all documents relating to the
bombing. William Hague, British Foreign
Secretary, whowas alsoin Dublin, refused,
citing "legal constraints!

That bombing was carried out by loyal-
ists with affiliations to the British Army's
Ulster Defence Regiment (now part of
Royal Irish Regiment). It was sanctioned
by military headquarters in Lisburn. An
earlier bombing in Dublin was carried out
by regular British soldiers. A full account
of the Dublin Monaghan event, including

Street Memorial to the 34 people killed by the Southern dimension, is in preparation
the British in Dublin and Monaghan, 37 for publication. The Southern Government
years to the day the Queen arrived. Thealready has these details and is as guilty as
SDLP MLA Alex Attwood whose Mayor of Dublin and Gerry Adams attend-

the British Government in covering them

grand uncle was killed in WWI said!l  ed the event. First there was a memorialup.
am proudly Irish and proudly nationalist Mass atthe Pro-Cathedral. They protested Justice for the Forgottesiso asked for
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an apology from the Queen. None what-REPORT

soever was given. The following letter appeared in the THE MARRIAGE OF FIGURA
Irish Times on 2nd May. It confirms
In Dublin Castle the English Quegn what others also noted: that the England asserts herself
said that we had turbulent histories but Jweevent was deliberately botched, with over her satellites,
should"to bow to it but not be bound bly no advance information about what Wales, Scotland, and with stealth,
it". "To all who have suffered as p time itwould be held being released that manufactured acolyte,
consequence of our troubled past | extgnd-ntil the day itself. that sliver Northern Ireland,
my sincere thoughts and sympathy. With ~ that ﬁn oc;asions
i istorical hindsi ierces her side,
the benefit of historical hindsight we cgn 'Outrage' at 1916 p caused by the politics of quicksand

all see things which we wish had begn
done differently, or not at all.'I'm sure
those men facing the firing squads or the
hangmen's ropes didn't requitiee benefit
of historical hindsight"! And that is bein
deliberately misinterpreted in the medja
as some kind of apology!

commemoration England asserts herself

Asagrandson of Volunteer John Stokgs, ~ over her Muslims,
Boland's Mills Garrison, Easter 1916 | and other ethnic scalps,
wish to express my outrage at what was ~ While at Westminster Abbey
purported to be a commemoration by thetNere is polite asylum
State of the issuing of the Proclamationjof for those with power and wealth

. . to play the game of war.

the Irish Republic and of the women and Dressed in uniform the royal caddid
leaders at the cenotafbutrageous”. But| menwho foughtto establish that Republjc.
the whole thing was outrageous. Why Press reports indicate that 3,000 peoplegngland asserts herself,
pick on them? Many of them were jusf a attended. Many of these were tourists gnd  "making sure,
part of the British dirty war—especially foreign nationals. No surprise that the Germany remembers
after the British had arranged the assasginattendance by Irish citizens was so low.  jts 1918 dismembering,
ation of the UDA's earlier, and more polig- An inquiry to Military HQ 10 days| recalling the defeat of the Boers on the velt,
cal, leaders, like Tommy Herron. In arly {)hrg:’éc\’,lngm degg';enﬂ"ﬂ; mforn;atlonEth t  claiming victory for the WW2 encumbe
case, the present UDA leaders, like Jacki y parade on Easterthrough second-hand history off-the-shlf,

- - unday in O’Connell Street but that fo  though rescued out of the Soviet embdrs.
McDonald, are doing farmore to bring the ,narinformation was available. Afocuséd g

sides together than the trouble-makrssearch of the Government's websites dreWengland asserts herself
from Britain's MI5 or extremist Unionist$ g plank, as did the various websites |of through the Irish Times,

Eirigi called the presence of UD

(g

=

in the UUP. national and local tourism bodies an a(a would-be bride, blue as delft)
_ o broad internet search. noting that on Figura's uniform shings
Thelrish Newseditorial on 19th May Perhaps it was as well that so fgw the Harp of Ireland.

was headeRoyal Visit A Peace Makelt | citizens attended. The GPO and the afea (used by the mercenary Irish Guards)
referred to thémistakes'bf the past. The| reserved for "dignitaries” was cordongd yith this sleight-of-hand
word "mistakes'was repeated in anothe off to exclude_ the citizens as far as the  the paper delights in its old canards
article. Omagh could be seen as a mists ke/\obey Street junction. " ] ]
itis highly unlikely that the RIRAplanneqi _ The one area avatiable 1o eilizehs Now England, in the guise of a monargh,
amassacre—especially in amostly rep p-eduired them 1o SUbimitio body-ITskin seeks Ireland as her bridegroom.

lican town. Butthe British had infiltrate Clery’s side was constructed of two-mefre appoint her beau, a eunuch,

them. Butthe Great Hunger, the massa req;,igh screens of opaque black materiall Athinking he still has his heirloom,
at Dundalk, Wexford and Croke Park, the prime viewing area from Abbey Street{o byt he lost it in that '16 joust.
Royal Navy shelling of Dublin, the burninfy the GPO was marked for "Defence Fordesjt can only swellin pride, England's womp,
of Cork and 26 other towns were rjo guests”. ltwas completely empty of peogle  asitfights awar dedicated to a peace-pdrk.
mistakes. Bloody Sunday in Derry ard for the duration of the ceremony. . .
the massacre in Ballymurphy were npt The sound system provided was uttefly Wilson John Haire
mistakes. But by calling themistakes inadequate to the occasion, rendering|all 16th May, 2011
thelrish Newsand the growing resurgen of the ceremony at the GPOQ inaudible'te
of Redmondism can "move on" most citizens present, but of course perfect _
for that other class of citizens—the under the banner of Republic Day held a

L ) | "dignitaries". sincere, inclusive, dignified and meaning-
Arch—rewsmmsts—hke Eoghan Harri The Army, Navy and Air Corps were ful commemoration at the National
Kevin Myers (who was born and grew yp embarrassingly badly drilled, with fartoo Monument at 16 Moore Street. The
in Britain), and Ruth Dudley-Edwards— many unable to keep step to the drumbeatcontrast between both ceremonies could
threw serious wobblies at not being invit¢d The musical director of the military band not have been more marked.
to any of the Queen's do's. But all is ngwevidently thought it appropriate to give  Itis obvious that this Government, like
well and | understand that last minufe instrumental renditions of music hall ditties the last, has fully embraced the “Banana
invitations were issued, Mind you, Mary Such as Step It Out Mary on what should Republic’—but the citizens have not. The
McAleese does notforgetreal or perceivedN@Ve been a respectful and sombrecorrect thing for the Government to do is
slights. She no doubt remembers that occasion. N S to issue an apology and to withdraw from
Harris described her da political time- Excluding the citizens, privileging & holding any further commemorations of
bomb"when she first ran for office. I self-styled "elite”, and delivering a cack- 1916. We the citizens can do a far better

_ ' handed ceremonial, handed a gratuitougob. We, atleast, subscribe to the principle
not saying he was wrong, but even nejngyjt to the men and women of 1916, to enshrined in the Proclamation that the
should know that all thi¥orgiving and | the Proclamation, to the Irish Republic Republic is the property of its citizens.
forgetting"is for the birdies. itself and to the citizens of this country. Tom Stokes

Conor Lynch One hour later a small group of citizens Citizens' Initiative for Republic Day
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

Slng Slng had no prayer session' at the unveiling of
e ; . . the plaque to Sing Sing for those who
Official Brigade Prison Of The Cork No. 1 Brigade wore buied in the bogs. This is & maier

of semantics. The priest who officiated at
In his letter published in the most recentreferred to Corry as the Chief Executionerthe unveiling asked us to remember in pur
edition of thdrish Political ReviewWApril of the Brigade then that was what Mick prayers all the participants in the conflict
2011, Ed.], James Fitzgerald makes somegeahy, his own commanding officer, called locally, including the victims. My memory
very important points which have been him. If | wanted to demonize Corry I would is that a decade of the Rosary was said for
overlooked in the melee of controversy have reported what Sean Culhane thoughthe souls of all those involved. | haye
which followed the publication of my book of him and | could have quoted any numberchecked with several others who were
The Year Of DisappearanceBle is quite  of outrageous comments he made himselthere that evening and they agree with
correct to state that Martin Corry was in the Dail and County Council chambers. version of events. It may not have been a
merely the captain of the Knockraha com-Far from demonizing Corry, | downplayed prayer sessions as such, but prayers were
pany of the IRA. As such, he was a minorthe more lurid of the material relating to said and the victims were included in the
figure in the conflict in Cork. He is also him because he was well down in the chainprayers. Indeed, to do otherwise would
correct to state that the Company had a&f command and because decisions as tbave been profoundly unchristian.
special status in the Brigade as it operateg@vho to execute were taken elsewhere. James Fitzgerald seems to be undetl the
two bomb factories and rang [sic] Sing The other reason for not dwelling on impression that he is the only one to have
Sing, the 'official Brigade prison’, as Martin Corry's role and that of the Knockraha left an account of the operation of Sing
Corry called itin his IRA pension applica- Company is that James Fitzgerald himselfSing. He is not. The accounts of Mick
tionform. And heis correctto say that Nedhad already written in detail about it. His Leahy, Sean Culhane, Edmond Desmond
Moloney, the '‘Governor of Sing Sing' was book is one of the best pieces of localand others are all in the Ernie O'Malley
directly answerable to Sean O'Hegarty onhistory written about the War of Independencenotebooks in UCC, if Mr. Fitzgerald is
the operation of the prison. Indeed, it is—largely because he went to the troubleinterestedinlooking themup. lalso spgke
clear from Connie Neenan's accounts thabf interviewing survivors from both sides to many others in the Knockraha areg—
Mike Canavan, the local company lieuten-of the political divide to produce a book severalof my ownrelatives were members
antwas probably the mostimportantliaisonwhich is a true account of what took place.of the Company, so I'm not exactly an
between the Knockraha Company and therhe daring and bravery of these men is noputsider in this regard—though | was rjot
battalions in Cork city. Sing Singwas run in question nor is the ingenuity of those aware of Sing Sing myself until 1994.
by the Brigade and the fate of prisonerswho ran the bomb factories. | think the James Fitzgerald stated, a Mrs. Prenderpast
was decided by Brigade officers, not bebook should be required reading for anyoneraised questions about the human remains
Martin Corry. None of this is contradicted interested in the period. found by Tim Driscoll on his land in th
inmywork. Many ofthose involvedinthe  Jim Fitzgerald further claims that | say early 1960s. When she inquired about the
running of Sing Sing, ordinary everyday in my book that Corry was involved in matter she found that there was no re
Volunteers, were traumatized by their ethnic cleansing. | said no such thing. Theofthe find in Watergrasshill Garda statign.
experiences of executions at night in theonly reference to ethnic cleansing in my James Fitzgerald states that she did this in
Rea and lived with nightmares for the restbook is my belief that the departure of 2001 but | was told about the original
of their lives. Unlike them, Corry does not Protestants from parts of Cork city could episodein 1992. Herinquiries had nothing
appear to have been so affected. not be regarded as ethnic cleansing if onlyto do with the cover-up, which took place
Yet James Fitzgerald claims that | tried because they were largely replaced byinthe early 1960s. Whether Corry quashed
to demonize Martin Corry in my book. other Protestants. And | would agree withit or not is largely beside the point. Since
Corry, however, is as minor figure in the James Fitzgerald's assessment of Corry agly book came out | have been told abput
book as he was in the conflict itself. In peing non-sectarian. There is no evidenceseveral instances of skeletons turning|up
fact, | was extremely restrained in my that Corry was sectarian, nor do | claim in fields in the area—and in one instance
portrayal of Corry, considering the archival that he was in my book. The only instancein a quarry. In each case, the bones were
material | had at my disposal. Itis true thatof Corry being involved in the execution quietly reburied.
no survivor of the Company leftan accountof Protestants was the killing of Edward  Itisinevitable that the media will focys
with the Bureau of Military History soyou Parsons when he stated that other YMCAON the more lurid details of an underground
could say that no account in the BMH saidmembers were executed on foot of inform-cavern in agraveyard from which prisoners
that Martin Corry shot anyone. However, ation extracts from Parsons. It is clearwere taken at night for execution. As far
it is not true to say that Knockraha is notfrom that account—Jim Fitzgerald's own as | am concerned Sing Sing was me
mention in the BMH submissions. Sean—that Corry had very little idea what the the starting pointfor the process ofinqujry
Healy in his submission referred to Knock- YMCA was, let alone that he had any thatresultediifhe Year Of Disappearances
raha as the 'unknown destination' frompersonal animosity against Protestants! cannot be held responsible for what
which people did not returned. If | had |n fact, years later, he was in the best ofothers write on the subject. | was reluctant
wanted to demonize Martin Corry, lwould terms with Brooke Brazier, his Protestant to getinto this as Jim Fitzgerald is a decent
have reported how Corry himself gloated Fine Gael TD electoral rival. And Corry upright man and is portrayed as such in
to Ernie O'Malley about the patriotic activ- got on perfectly well with his Protestant my book. However, for the record, it s
ities of 'Corry's Mauser', or how Mick neighbours. But then, | never said that hdmportant to distinguish between what |
Leahy described the treatment of prisonerslid not. wrote and what he thinks | wrote.

by the men who operated Sing Sing. If | James Fitzgerald also states that ‘we Gerard Murphy




doubt surrounding the result would inevit-
ably be exploited by the losing applicant.

The Moriarty Tribunal, Volume 2 THE Task oF MORIARTY

Part 2’ Before delving into the minutiae of the

In last month'drish Political Review competition with the existing State mono- Report it is wprth taking a step _back n
order to obtain some perspective. The

the first volume of the second part of the poly. My impression is that the Government licence was awarded to Esat Digifone
Moriarty Report was reviewed. This could have retained the open-ended orThe legal contracts were signed in May
largely dealt with alleged payments made "auction" element of the competition if it 1996. It is generally agreed that Esat
by Denis O'Brien to Michael Lowry. had confined ittoanannual royalty fee (assuccéssfully competed against the State-
O'Brien has always denied that he gaveenvisaged by the previous Fianna Félil—ledov\med Eircell by building an alternative
even one red cent to Lowry. Last month it Government) while also imposing such a network. The owners of Esat did what
was concluded that the evidence adducedee on Eircell. Nevertheless, the Government ey sai.d they would do. Moriarty has
by Moriarty against O'Brien was weak to agreed to puta cap on the access fee atﬁltbgeen enquiring into a |c.)rocess Whose
the point of non existence. million. In my view this completely changed outcome has been satisfactory. If the
In the second volume of his Report the nature of the competition. If, as turned rocess was flawed, itis by no mea.ms clear
Moriarty examined the possible favours out to be the case, all the applicants wer hat there were an)'/ damaging consequ-
which Lowry gave inreturn for the alleged prepared to pay the maximum amount Ofences By any reasonable measure the
payments. This reviewer can only conclude£15 million for the licence, the "auction” time aﬁd expense involved in this inguiry
that, if O'Brien paid even one red cent, heelementwould cease to haveanyimportanc%as been out of all proportion to the
was grossly overcharged. in distinguishing the applicants. The "oroblem” which it seeks to ameliorate.

competition would, in effect, have been o .
B transformed from being a "hybrid" to a Atthe begln_nmg of Volume Two of_h|s
ACKGROUND Report consisting of 1,700 pages, Moriarty

Before discussing the findings of the beauty contest pure and simple. . " .
. g o o claims thatitis not the role of the Tribunal
Moriarty Report it is worth reviewing the As a result of the changed criteria, the A e L
. i ; o to adjudicate on th#airness, objectivity
reason for the awarding of a second mobileclosing date for applications was deferred : o~
. . . . or legality of the award"Nor is its role to
phone licence. The decision was prompteduntil 5th August 1995. Accordingly, a decide on whether Esat Diaifofghould
by an EU Directive requiring competition decision on the award of the licence was griore
; : or should not have been the winnet$
in the mobile phone market. put back a month to the end of November. .
) L - \ only role was to decide on whether Lowry
The Fianna Fail/Labour Coalition had  The Department's approach to the :
. o ) . conferred a benefit.
proposed an access fee of £3 million for competition was, first of all, to appoint a This in mv viewis alittle disinaenuous
the successful applicant, plus an open-consultant to design a tender document.FirstI acZordin to mediagre orts.
ended annual royalty, which the State The tender document dRequest for Moria);t’ ' rovisic?nal findin dec?ared’
owned telecommunications company Eir- Proposals{RFP) was designed by KPMG ys p 9 3
. . that the licence was award&tlegally".
cellwould also pay. Following the collapse Consultants. This document formed the So it would be more accurate to sav that
of the Reynolds-led Government at the basis for the launch of the competition. having failed to sustain a char e{)f “_’
end of 1994 Michael Lowry was appointed The Department also decided that outsideIe alitg he decided it was not hii role to
Minister for Transport, Enterprise and consultants would be appointed for the r%noz’nce on the leaality of the award
Communications. The launch of the com- evaluation process. Unusually, the consult-" Secondly. in m g in?/on the Re o;t
petition for the licence was in March 1995 ants who were appointed to help evaluate by' d y opinion, heth P
with chanaed T ¢ Ref Theth licati 'goes way beyond assessing whether Lowry
ged Terms of Reference. Thethe applications were notthe same consult . . "
. conferred a benefit. It examines critically
open-ended annual royalty was dropped.ants who designed the RFP document. Atechnical aspects of the Report over which
Instead, the up-front access fee was to béanish firm, Andersen Management Lowr couldpnot have had Zn influence
open-ended with a minimum fee of £5 International (AMI), was appointed for Moria)llrt even emoloved a yconsultant'
million. This financial criterionwasranked the evaluation process. Peter B);con to secF:)on):j- Less the recor’n—
fourthamong alistof other criteriarelating ~ The Department set up a Project Team’mendations ’of AMI Th?a Report is. in
to the roll-out of the service. consisting of civil servants from the various C port 1S,
- . o effect, a re-running of the licence
The competition, as launched in March divisions of the Department of Transport, competition
1995, was described as a hybrid: it had, onEnterprise and Communications, as well P '
the one hand, elements of an auctionwheras personnel from the Department of
the highest bidder won; and, on the otherFinance. This Project Team was to work
hand, a beauty contest where the "best'closely with AMI with a view to making
plan was awarded the licence. a recommendation for consideration by
All applicants were obliged to pay a Government.
non-refundable fee of £5k. The closing The evolution of the process from a
date for applications was originally 23rd hybrid auction/beauty contestto a "beauty
June 1995 and a decision on the awardcontest” was fraught with danger. Since
was planned for the end of October thatthe criteria for success would be largely
year. qualitative rather than quantitative any
However, in June the EU Commission result would be open to question. Also,
lodged an objection to the criteria for the the beauty contest form ensured, in MY 1) The quantitative limb of the evaluation
competition. It objected to the open-endedview, that the licence was even more process was excluded
licence fee element. This was on thelucrative than would otherwise be the 2) An irregular application of weightings
grounds that it would have restricted case. In a game of such high stakes any) Deficiency of financial weightings

ConcLusions
Rather than give a blow by blow

account of the 1700 pages | propose to
start at the end of the Report with the
Conclusionsind then return to the body of
the Report to assess if the Conclusions are
warranted by the evidence.

Moriarty begins the Conclusion section
ofthe Report with the following criticisms
of the process:



4) Erosion of Project Group as decision was little doubt that the winners would be OTHER CRITICISMS

maker _ embarking on a profitable enterprise. So The ‘erosion of the Project Group as
5) Consultants provide no guarantee— the panks would not be throwing good decision maker' has also nothing to do
budgetary problems. money after bad. with Michael Lowry. Moriarty claims that

6) Emergence of problems in licensing

process not dealt with There is no suggestion by Moriarty there were flaws in the operation of the

anywhere in his long Report that AMI Project Group. There was famnstitution”
came under any influence from Michael for this group, nor were there standing
Lowry. However, in Chapter 51 he says orders. Minutes of the group's meetings
that Peter Bacotcontinued to hold the were confined to decisions that had been
o X view that Mr Andersen was manipulated” made (the members of the group may not
loyed to assist in the evaluation process. . . . .
. . . There is not a shred of evidence adducechave considered themselves to be archiv-
Moriarty, with the help of his own consult- . : 3 . .
. . to support this bald statement. There is notists). Also, different members had different
ant Peter Bacon, is second-guessing the . .
) : even speculation as to how Anderson wadevels of influence. Apparently, the most
professional judgements of AMI. In my . . : .
: . manipulated or by whom. The statementinfluential members were the Chairman
view this goes beyond the scope of the. . . . . ! .
. ) . is just left hanging there with no visible ofthe Group, Martin Brennan (whowasin
Tribunal's Terms of Reference, which was S
o . means of support. charge of the development division of the
to examine improper influence exerted by ; . S o .
. Despite the speculation of Bacon, the Telecommunications division) and his
Michael Lowry. e . .
. e above three criticisms are technical mat-deputy, Fintan Towey.
Even if these three criticisms were . .
- o ters. The reader can choose between two Moriarty makes the point that employ-
within the Terms of Reference, it is by no ) : .
. L experts. On the one hand there is theingconsultantsis no guarantee of a correct
means certainthatthey are valid criticisms. " . . .
) opinion of Peter Bacon who is something decision. He also refers to the budgetary
Michael Andersen of AMI made a number . o .
S . of a jack of all trades. As well as advising problems of AMI. The original contract
of points in defence of his methodology. S .
oo 7" on telecommunications competitions, he put a cap on fees to AMI at about 300k.
The quantitative limb of the evaluation . . .
. . has consulted on NAMA and many years AMI demanded that this ceiling be lifted
became almost irrelevant following the . o )
: . I ago also turned his hand to property pricesince the workload had increased as a
intervention ofthe EU. Asindicated above, . : : . )
" inflation (his conclusion, asfaras | remem- result of the changes in the terms of the
the competition had been transformed from . . :

. ) ber, was that the market would solve thisreference of the competition following
ahybrid auction/beauty contestto a beauty . ; . .
contest pure and simple. For example if problem by encouraging greater supply).the EU intervention. A compromise was

. P pie. P’ I On the other hand there is Michael Andersenreached in which AMI received an extra
as in the case of an auction, the winning . AT . ; . :
. . nd AMIwhich specialise intelecommun- amount on condition that it complied with
candidate had bid an enormous amountot___. o . . . L
. ) . _Ications competitions and have consultedstrict reporting deadlines. Again, it is
money to obtain the licence, there might o . g .
. . : . onsuch competitionsin over 100 countries.difficult to see the relevance of all this.
be a serious question over the financial - . .
. . . In my opinion Andersen is a more None of these problems can be attributed
viability of the project. However, with a . . . .
. . L . credible expert, but Moriarty disagrees. to Lowry. However, it would be under-
cap putonthe licence fee, financial criteria . : : e . .
i . . Indeed, he is quite protective of Bacon. In standable if this made shocking reading
become less important since the winner of e AR : ) .
. : response to criticism from Denis O'Brien's for Moriarty. Here was a world of financial
the projectwas much more likely to recoup : o . : . X
N lawyers, Moriarty says!aspersions constraints and strict deadlines, a world
the initial investment. ; ; o
. . sought to be cast on the professionalism,that appears to be unknown to this Tribunal.
Regarding point 2 above Andersen ~ % . . . : ; o .
.~ _objectivity and standing of Mr Baconwere  Moriarty identifies problems following
argued that the RFP document, which o ’ o :

. . unwarranted, ill-judged and wholly the selection of Esat Digifone in October
AMI did not design, was vague. As a T .

. nsustained 1995 and before signing of the contracts
consequence itdoes notseem unreasonable : o )
. On the other hand here is Moriarty's in May 1996. Among the problems were:

for AMI to change the weightings of the . } ) ; —
rather pompous view of Andersen: the financial weakness of O'Brien's part of

various evaluation criteria to take account the consortium (Communicorp, later Esat
of the content of the applications. "...the tribunal is left with a clear P,

Point3onthe deficiency ofthe financial ~ impression that the weight, reliability Holdings); and the change of ownership.
weighting is a constant theme throughout @nd extent of accurate recollection | have already dealt with the issue of the
AR A ; apparent from Mr Andersen's evidence financial weakness of Communicorp. |
ETai;eE(;:{ ?—Ieonlzjs}r? E)m\j\?az(i;oor:;y grlggrg fell so appreciably below what might will deal with the issue of the change of
kel tinth gE t Digif T have been expected as to amount to veryownership in greater detail later in this
weakelementintne EsatDigiione conso little assistance to the Tribunal on those g icle. But it should be said that it appears
ium. However, Esat's partner, Telenor, matters that were of major consequence. ) - ; .
was a very profitable and well-financed Indeed, the assurance conveyed by his;[jhat Eszt_l?gﬁone 'S,‘ d?_?:ned i |tdoe§ ar(qu
company. Esat Digifone's main competitor ~ Solicitors, as late as 20th October, 2010,9aMNed | It doesn't. The attempts by
Persona had also a weak financial link, thathe would attend, 'to give evidence to Brien to involve Dermot Desmond in the
However. it was alwavs likelv that all the. assist the Tribunal with its enquiries on Consortium were precisely to address the
| ' fthe winni Y yu Id the 26th October, next' must, in all the perception of financial weakness. The
E ementsdqﬁ_t e|W|_nn|nt? cpr_lsorft_lum wouI circumstances, be viewed as verging ONreasoning of Moriarty would not be out of
ave no difficulty In obtaining finance. It~ the incongruous". place in Joseph Heller's famous novel

was the view of AMI and the Department's Catch 22 The only way Esat Digifone

TecHNicAL CRITICISMS
The first three points are technical
criticisms of AMI, the consultants emp-

project team thabankability”was more I will return to the issue of Michael ., 14 aqdressits perceived financial weak-
relevantthgntheeX|st|ngf|nanC|aI position Andersen's credibility. At this point it ness was to change its ownership structure;
of consortium members. should be stressed that, while Bacon ’

but changing its ownership structure, in

Peter Bacon in his Report for the Trib- disagrees with Andersen, he does not S8 1oriarty's opinion. is forbidden

unal disagrees with the concept of that Esat Digifone should not have won.
"bankability”. He saysbankability was  All he is saying is that it i§mpossible to Once a recommendation had been
not a remedy for insolvency”. But there say who won'". made, Michael Lowry and the Depart-
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ment's project team wanted the decisionthat, if the second-ranked applicant, Per-evidence was that he was responding to
to be implemented. They did not want to sona, had won, it would have been a bigrymours that he had heard from his
undermine their decision after October nest egg for a Fianna Fail politician. The programme manager. Needless to say,
1995 by continuing to pick holes init. The relevant politician was Albert Reynolds. Moriarty finds Towey's impression more
focus of the Department was to negotiateMoriarty assures us that there was nocredible. Indeed, for reasons that are
a legally-binding contract with a view to foundation to this gossip. There is no ynclear, he finds Lowry's versiéwholly
the timely rolling out of the alternative evidence thatsuch gossip reached the eafgnprobable

mobile phone network. Moriarty, on the of AMI or the project team. The body of | owry's "influence” over the project
other hand, thinks thatthe recommendationthe Report also mentions that Lowry team was also reflected in his ability to
shouldreally have beenadiscussion docubelieved that Denis O'Brien was a Fiannagptain information from it. Moriarty says
ment and any problems that emergedFailer, possibly because one of Esatthis "coincided" with a deviation in the
during the period of negotiation should Digifone's consultants was the well-known eyaluation criteria as well as the erosion
have prompted the Department and Gov-FF personality P.J. Mara. of the project group. It is fortunate that

?rnmen;[ toErevtisg it.? decilsionto award tr.]te This is not the only piece of gossip in Moriarty uses the vertroincide"rather
ig:gir;;gul(: tosgee E(I)v?/naeﬁ ndrgc):/igiglr?fgdlld the Report. Although, the following inci- than“cause; since the idea that the mere
be mad imelv b y i the Moriarty d€Nt does not make it to the conclusion ofact of seeking information would have
€ ma ehon a m;e yt SS'S 1 the MONary ihe Report, Moriarty cannotresistmention- 21 influence on the evaluation criteria or
approach was adopted. ing a conversation, which occurred at the the functioning of the project team is too
, Aintree racing festival in April 1995, ridiculous to even consider.
As wil b " Lox(/ijg St|hNFLUENgE Apparently, the financier Dermot Des- I_t is noteworthy that Moriarty does not
| S Wlt ?t?]a erel y the rza_ Zr’ %mond said to the Chairman of the Persondf!2im that Lowry ever expressed any
arge part ot the conclusions and indee Group, Tony Boyle, that he would not be preference to the project team before a

the body of the Report relate to matters,, e in the Esat consortium. Accord- écommendation was made.

which have nothing to do with the influence . .
of Michael Lowry. This leads me to the ing to Boyle, Desmond also said that he

conclusion that Moriarty, for whatever knew who Denis O'Brien would use to AepLicATION OF'GL”LLOTINE
Y "get at"Lowry. Desmond denies that this ~ ONCe @ recommendation was made

reason, wishes to re-run the competition .0 .0 oo place. There was-OWry was anxious that a final decision
rather than confine his enquiry to an _ o b o the Persona group aP€ made as soon as possible. It should be
examination of any improper influence .. . Tpic \was Michael McGinley Said that Lowry had no influence over the
exerted by Michael Lowry. (father of the golfer Paul). McGinley timetable overwhich the recommendation
Onthe question ofinfluence exertedby ' " Boyle telling him that Des. for Esat Digifone was made (the end of
Lowry, Moriarty appears to believe that " o o S volved with Esat OCtober). His influence was over the
all influence exerted by Lowry is neces- Digifone, but doesn't recall the bit about Political response to the recommendation.
sarily “improper". Indeed, he also thinks - 5. 'knowing who to use to get at Theoriginalplanwas thatthe Government
that Lowry should have made himself Lowry. Moriarty thinks that Boyle's Woulddeliberate overthe recommendation
impervious to being influenced. version is correct on the grounds that, if ©Ver a period of a month. What happened
When the project team was setupthereBoyle was lying, he would have made a Was that the decision was made a very
was a set of protocols issued for the mem- __ * damning’allegation Of course Short time after the recommendation.
bers of the team, which also applied to Moriarty is not one to go.ssip but he Inthe Conclusion section of the Report
AMI. Members should notmeetapplicants ., .t he would mention it nevertheless. Moriarty says that nobody could explain
socially. All meetings with applicants ‘why the process needed to be accelerated.
should be on a formal basis. At formal INFLUENCE ON PROJECT TEAM But in the body of the Report it is stated
meetings there should always be more | my view the "influence” which that four different people independently
than one member of the project team owry exerted over the project team was 2dVised Lowry to make a quick announce-
present. These seem to be sensible, butlfrivial Lowry made a phone call in early Ment.Lowry's Press Officer, Joe Jennings,
should the same protocols be applied toSeptémber 1995 to Martin Brennan. the advised anannouncementbe made immed-
the Minister? Moriarty believes they ~ = - " oo project team When the iately after the next Cabinet meeting to
should have. However, this is a very moot receptionist could not access Brennan. thedvoid unauthorised leaks. Martin Brennan,
point. Apart from the practicalities of Minister was put through to his depu’ty the Chairman of the project group and
preventing access to Irish politicians, in . .~ Towey. Towey says that Lowry’ Michael Andersen of AMI also advised a
my view there is a strong case for demo-_ ., b o oS progress of theduick announcement for similar reasons.
cratic supervision (through the Minister) competition and in particular whether the J0hn Loughrey the Secretary General of
of the work of the Civil Service. result was a foregone conclusion. Thethe Department advised Michael Lowry
Of course, nobody could justify Minis- =« o phone call was that Lowry of the decision on 25th October 1995.

terial intervention to the d|.sadvantage of had heard that Persona would win the Loughrey said in evidence that he was
the State. However, there is absolutely no o ) . : .
; o competition because of fears that one ofunder the impression that this was the first
evidence that Lowry's influence was of . . .
o . its members, Motorola, would pull out of time that Lowry had been appraised of the
thiskind. So how does Moriarty say Lowry A . .
did influence the process? Ireland resulting in a loss of thousands of decision. He advised Lowry that the
P ' jobs. Towey assured him that the resultapproval of the Party Leaders and the
Gossip ~ was not a foregone conclusion and aMinister for Finance should be sought
The influence ranges from the trivial to decision had not been made. Towey wasthat day to avoid the potential for inter-
the slightly less trivial. Indescending order under the impression that Lowry was ference and lobbying. Moriarty considers
of triviality, Moriarty says Lowry shared asking the question on behalf of anotherall of this irrelevant. Indeed, he believes
a rumour with his Fine Gael colleagues applicant in the competition, but Lowry's that the Secretary General's evidence was



without"foundation in reality According If Lowry was "reprehensible]’ John  sayitwasindiscreet It's interesting that
to Moriarty, Lowry had made his decision Bruton was complicit or at least acquies- the French State (through its Embassy
as far back as 3rd October 1995 and othecent in the reprehensible action. In this officials) could take an active role in the
advice agreeing with him was therefore Conclusion section Moriarty goes on to competition, butthe Irish State was obliged
fortuitous. say Civil Servants— to be supine.

Lowry followed Loughrey's advice (or "found themselves at an irregular and  In the event the proposed deal with
as Moriarty might prefer: decided inde-  improper intersection of business and O'Brien and France Telecom never hap-
pendently on a course of action, which by ~ politics in the persons of Mr. Michael pened because O'Brien felt that France
chance happened to coincide with all the ~Lowry and Denis O'Brien, of whichthey Tg|ecom was not serious, but the long
advice he had received). He met the had no knawledge at any time. business lunches in Paris were very good!
Taoiseach John Bruton later that day. They were influenced by the devious  Thesecondfavour bestowed on O'Brien
Bruton's diary record of the meeting indi- duo even though they didn't know they was information given by Lowry in a pub

cates that Lowry said thdAlbert had  were?! conversation after the All Ireland Final on
promised it to Motorolafi.e. the Persona Moriarty adds that Lowry's actionswere 17th September 1995. This is dealt with in
Consortium). According to Bruton, Lowry a "cynical and venal abuse of office" Chapter 27, which begins in a sneering

also said that, if the Government did not  There is certainly an arguable case thatstyle in which the wordhappened"is
follow the recommendation, it would be the Government should not have acted agepeatedly used in a sarcastic manners as
subjectto alegal challenge as was the casa rubber stamp for the recommendationsin O'Brien justhappenedto meet Lowry
in Italy. Moriarty says this was inaccurate. of the Civil Service or outside consultants. on that day.
Lowry said in evidence that he meant theBut to hold the contrary view is hardly It appears that, for whatever reason,
Belgian Government. Moriarty does not "reprehensible’ The Government, or to O'Brien sought out Lowry after the match.
say if the substitution of the country be more precise the leaders of the GovernThey made contact in Hartigans but this
Belgium for Italy would have made the ment Parties as well as the Minister for pub was too noisy and they decided to
statement accurate or not. Lowry also Finance, were presented with a highly repair to Houricans. As clandestine con-
indicated that the Minister for Finance technical Report which was giving a clear spiracies go, this was probably not the
Ruairi Quinn had a brother, Lochlann recommendation. There was no obviousmost sophisticated.
Quinn, involvedinthe third-placed consor- reason of State for rejection of thisrecom-  O'Brien and Lowry have always denied
tium and therefore should not be involved mendation. that that Licence was discussed. O'Brien
in discussions of the winner. Itis interesting that Moriarty appearsto in an interview with Pat Kenny said that
The decision to grant Esat Digifone believe that the process leading up to thehe discussed matters relating to his fixed
exclusive negotiations rights for the award recommendation should be completely line business because the Licence was
of the Licence was ratified by a Cabinet sealed off from political influence and considered a taboo subject. Moriarty, on
Committee (not a full cabinet meeting) yet, after the recommendation, there the other hand, considers the idea that the
consisting of the Minister for Finance, should be total discretion on behalf of licence was not discussétereft of
Lowry and the party leaders of the coalition Government. However, in my opinion credibility".
parties (Bruton, Spring and de Rossa).Moriarty was yet again going beyond his ~ There is some corroborating evidence
Lowry, on that evening, made a public Terms of Reference. Itwas notthe functionto support Moriarty. Per Simonsen, a senior
announcement of the decision that hadof the Tribunal to pronounce on how the Telenor Executive, told the Tribunal that
been made. Government conducted itself. The Tribu- O'Brien had been told by Lowry that Esat
It seems to me that, apart from the piecenal's concern should have been only theDigifone needed to have Dermot Desmond
of groundless, political gossip concerning actions of Michael Lowry. Was it reason- on board. But Simonsen also said that he
Albert Reynolds, Lowry's comments to able for the Minister to truncate the time didn'ttake what O'Brien said seriously. At
Bruton were reasonable. But that is notfor political consideration of the recom- the time O'Brien was pushing for Dermot
how Moriarty sees it. In the body of the mendation? Given the advice that wasDesmond to invest in the consortium.

Report he says: available to him it is difficult to impute Unlike other potential investors, Desmond

"In securing whatwas de facto Govern- any sinister motive for his action. was prepared to put money up front before
ment approval, otherwise than through the awarding of the licence. Even more
the route of bringing a recommendation LowRryY's " FAVOURS" To O'BRIEN important from O'Brien's perspective,

to Cabinet on foot of an Aide Memoire,  Moriarty gives two examples of favours Desmond was going to underwrite O'
ora l\éle(rjnc;rar]dun;for Governrrrentiqo(; given by Lowry to O'Brien. The first is Brien's share of the consortium. So, if
even by deferring the matter to the sche “quite trivial. In April 1995 Lowry recom- O'Brien could not access finance from

led Cabinet meeting the following day, .
:” of the Iprocedur:asgwhich havglsg ca?/e- mended that O'Brien approach Franceother sources, Desmond was prepared to

fully been putin place by Mr. Bruton and Telecom with a view to making an appli- step in. .
his colleagues, when the Rainbow Coal- cation with this company. April 1995was ~ The Telenor Executives musthave been

ition entered Government were renderedafter the competition was launched butamused at O'Brien'shutzpah Even
of no application to the GSM decision.” pefore the applications had been submittedthough O'Brien would have been the main
In my opinion it was reasonable for a beneficiary of Desmond's participation,
In the conclusion section of the Report \inister to encourage applications. Lowry he wanted Desmond's increased share of
he says: had apparently heard that France TeleconEsat Digifone to be at the expense of
"but even more reprehensibly he {i.e. alongwith officials ofthe French Embassy Telenor!

Lowry—JM} sought to overreach his had met Department officials in connection

own party leader, the Taoiseach Mr. Johnyith the licence competition. Eventhough Telenor didn'ttake O'Brien

Bruton TD, by intimating that the seriously in this instance Moriarty, for
government should have no discretionin ~ Moriarty falls short of saying that once,does. Butin my opinion the idea that
the matter.” Lowry's behaviour was improper, but does Lowry would advise O'Brien to encourage
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Desmond to invest in Digifone is—to use also says that Lowry met Tony Boyle, the intention to make a submission in some
a Moriarty phrase-“bereft of credibility’ ~ Chairman of the Persona Group, at Fitzform.
Lowry had no known connection with Patrick's Hotel, Killiney on 16th August  To be legalistic about it, Esat Digifone
Desmond. Indeed the associations with1995. Boyle was allowed make a salesdid not make a submission to the Project
Desmond would have beenin the oppositepitch directly to Lowry. Although Lowry Group after the closing date of
direction. Desmond was associated withwas accompanied by a Fine Gael col-submissions. llU, a company owned by
Charlie Haughey and the Irish Financial league, this person remained at the baDermot Desmond, sent a document to the
Services Centre while Boyle and Lowry discussed the Project Group's designated fax. The
But let us assume that O'Brien and licence competition at a separate table. document indicated that it would
Lowry's memory is faulty or that they Moriarty concludes that, if Lowry was underwrite O'Brien's share of the
were lying. While it is almost impossible quite prepared to discuss the licenceconsortium aswell asthe balance of shares
to imagine that Lowry could have advised competition with Boyle and O'Reilly, what not owned by either O'Brien's company or
O'Brien to ensure that Desmond would possible constraint would have preventedTelenor. Esat Digifone was advised by
invest in Esat Digifone, it is just about him from discussing the licence with William Fry solicitors. It is obvious that
possible that he would have said that EsatO'Brien in Houricans on 17th September there was considerable thought put into

Digifone's weak point was the financial 19957 the content of the document as well as the
fragility of the O'Brien element of the Itis difficult to fault Moriarty's logicon  source (IIU rather than Esat Digifone). It
consortium. this. But there is another obvious conclu-is inconceivable that all of this was

What would have been the value of this sion that can be drawn from Lowry's dreamed up at an impromptu meeting
piece of information? Itis very noticeable behaviour, which does not seem to havebetween Denis O'Brien and Michael
that Moriarty produces evidence to supportoccurred to Moriarty. If Lowry was Lowry at Hourican's pub.
one theory he holds, but ignores the samé'indiscreet” or "imprudent’, his in- Nevertheless, Moriarty has no
evidence if it does not support anotherdiscretion and imprudence was not hesitationin stating thatthe 11U submission
theory he has. For example, in Chapter 48confined to the Esat Digifone application; was a breach of the competition rules.
of the Report he says that the Programmaet was relatively even-handed between theAlso, in the Conclusion section of his
Manager for Dick Spring, Greg Sparks, various applicants. Report, he says that the meeting in
was'surprised"in October 1995thatEsat ~ There was one big problem with the Hourican's was a "profoundly
Digifone was awarded the Licence. The meeting at Houricans which, notwithstand- reprehensible occasiof"reprehensible”
reason why he was surprised was that heng Lowry's habitual indiscretion, suggests seems to be Moriarty's favourite word).
"knew" of the financial frailty of the O' thatitis possible that the Licence was not So, how did the Project group respond
Brien element of the Esat Digifone con- discussed. A few days before that meetingto the [lU submission? There were only
sortium. Inthis Chapterthereaderisinvitedthe oral hearings of the applicants hadtwo members who had sight of the
to conclude that Esat Digifone should not been completed. The Project Group haddocument. These were Martin Brennan
have been awarded the licence becaus@dicated that they would not accept anyand Fintan Towey. This must have
Sparks, a Chartered Accountant who hadmore submissions from applicants. So, presented a dilemma for them. On the one
no direct involvement in the licence unlike with the Boyle meeting of a month hand the submission was in breach of the
competition;knew"that there was aweak before, if Lowry had revealed anything of spirit if not the letter of the rules. On the
financial link in the Esat Digifone consort- interest to O'Brien it would have been of other hand the information materially
ium. And, of course, the Bookies' favourite limited value. affected the strength of the Esat Digifone
was the Persona Group. How does Moriarty overcome this bid. Brennan decided that the document

If Lowry had told O'Brien in that pub hurdle? The answer is that he makes, inwould notbe shown or mentioned to either
on All Ireland day that Esat Digifone's my opinion, a big leap of faith. Here is AMI or the remaining members of the

weak point was the financial frailty of what he says: Project Group. There is absolutely no
O'Brien's company, he would have been "The Tribunal likewise considers it evidence that Michael Lowry was even
telling him no more than what thdogs in unworthy of beliefthat Mr Lowry did not aware of the document at the time.
the streetsbr "informed" sources would give some comfort to Mr O'Brien on the Moriarty thinks that Lowry may have

have told him. The informationthatLowry ~ consequences of notifying that inform- peen aware of the document months after

communicated would most definitely not ~ &ion {i.e. Dermot Desmond's involve- - oohar 1995 Thetevidence”is an
. o ment in the Esat Digifone consortium— . .. .

have beerlinside knowledge since we JM} to the Department notwithstanding unscripted _Da|I statement which does not

now know that AMI and the Project Group  the competition rules which prohibited €ven mention Dermot Desmond or [1U.

had come to the conclusion that'theauty the submission of further information Buteven Moriarty could find no evidence
contest"nature of the competition had afterthe conclusion of oral presentations.” to indicate that Lowry did anything about
rendered the financial aspectlessimportant . , the submission (e.g. attempting to ensure
than was widely perceived at the time. There is absolutely no evidence to SUP~that it would be circulated).

Lowry'sinformation therefore would have port this theory. Agal_n we see how Mc_m-
been less than helpful. arty examines the evidence in a one-sided

manner. He says that, at the end of the Esat
Another example of Moriarty's one- Digifone oral submission, Denis O'Brien
sided examination of the evidence is theasked if the_ project group would accept ownership of Esat Digifone. But the
conclusion that he draws from contacts more submissions. Moriarty tells us this .. . -
i . ) | disturbing aspecttioes not relate to the
that Lowry had made with other applicants to establish that O'Brien was fully aware ., S - -
. . . ) _ e reprehensible"behaviour of Denis
in the competition. Moriarty says that that, if he did make a submission, he ~.5 .. :
- } O'Brien, Dermot Desmond or Michael
Lowry told Anthony O'Reilly of Independ- would be breaking the rules. However, o
. . o ~ Lowry; it relates to the conduct of the
ent Newspapers at a business functionthe fact that O'Brien asked the question— . :
. . - . ~Tribunal itself.
that his consortium had not done well. He also indicates that it was always his

CHANGE OoF OWNERSHIP
The most disturbing aspect of the
Tribunal's Report relates to the change of



In Esat Digifone's original submission the structure of its ownership providing  The Tribunal lawyers, apparently,
it was proposed that O'Brien's companythe service would not be compromised. picked Andersen up on a minor inconsist-
(Communicorp) would own 40%, Telenor But it did not mean that the ownership ency between a statement he made in
would own 40% and the balance would be changes that had already been implement2002 and and one made in 2010. In 2002
financed by AIB, Bank of Ireland, Standard edwere legally valid. Atthis stage common a statement from Andersen said that he
Life among others. The problem was thatsense goes out the window. didn't know why Lowry made a prompt
these latter institutions were notfinancing  The facts of the matter are that the twoannouncement on 25th October 1995,
any of the costs of the application and principals inthe Esat Digifone consortium shortly after the recommendation was
there was no binding commitment to raise had precisely the same percentage sharemade to give exclusive negotiating rights
finance in the event of Esat Digifone holding on the signing of the contract in to Esat Digifone, but he agreed with
winning the competition. Aventure capital May 1996 as they had proposed in theLowry's action. But in 2010 he said that
company called Advent, which owned closing date for applications on 5th August Lowry had followed his strong advice to

34% of Communicorp, also indicated that 1995. Martin Brennan. Moriarty concludes that
it would invest in Esat Digifone, but this because there is an inconsistency between
was not a legally-binding commitment. Even more damning fromthe Tribunal's the statement in 2002, in which Andersen

_ ) . point of view is that the Tribunal lawyers does not know why Lowry made his
O'Brien felt that this was a weakness in \yere to]d in October 2002 that the advice prompt announcement, and the statement
the bid. He also may have felt that his own 55 ot just forward-looking but also in 2010 in which he says that Lowry was
position within the Esat Digifone consort- 5 jieq to ownership changes since thefollowing the advice that he (Andersen)
ium was vulnerable. It was for these gnjication. And yet Moriarty was still  gave to Martin Brennan, then Andersen's
reasons that he sought the involvement ofyicying on the "ownership bone' almost 8 evidence is not credible. In my opinion
Dermot Desmond. Itis unnecessary t0 g0y s Jater in 2010. Moriarty is really scraping the bottom of

intoaIIthetwistsand_tu_rnsoftheownership This is a shocking reflection on the the barrel here. The statement of 2010 is
structure of Esat Digifone. At one stage g merely making an assumption that Lowry

gt e o oo and-meciycite . R

37.5%, 37.5% with the remaining 25% to attern ttopdefend the indefegsible (Andersen) had given. In the 2002 state-
Desmond. At another stage O'Brien was P : €| . ment he had declined to make that
pushing for 50% ownership. Just before Justice Moriarty finishes the Chapter assumption.

the signing of the legal contract in May With a quite disgraceful criticism of the
1996, Michael Lowry and the Department advice by Civil Servants to Alan Dukesin  There is one more point about Ander-

insisted that the ownership structure shouldresponse to a parliamentary question fromsen's evidence that is worthy of note.

revert to a 40%, 40%, 20% ratio. This was Bobby Molloy. Andersen remarked that all the questions
in line with the original application, except put to him by Tribunal Counsel related to
that the original application gave the MicHaEL ANDERsEN  Esat Digifone. None related to Persona.

impression that the 20% not owned by One ofthe big weaknesses of the ReportHe would have liked matters relating to
Communicorp and Telenor would be is thatitfails to suggest that any improper Persona put to him on a like-for-like basis.
widely dispersed. influence was exerted on Michael Ander-

It is difficult to see how this "change” sen or AMI. And yet AMI recommended CoNCLUSION
of ownership could have affected the that Esat Digifone should be awarded the The Moriarty Reporthas beenascandal-
validity of the award. Nevertheless, the licence. The best (or should thatbe worst?)ous waste of time and money. It has had
Department through a letter from Fintan that Moriarty can do is to suggest that the effect of undermining confidence in
Towey felt it necessary to refer the matter Andersen was untrustworthy and incom- the institutions of the State for no good
to the Attorney General's Office. The petent. Andersen did not want to appearpurpose. The legal profession should never
Attorney General's Office, of course, had before the Tribunal without an indemnity again be accorded such power by the
its own legal expertise, but decided to because he perceived that the TribunalState. It is time that the democratic rep-
seek external legal advice. was hostile to him. The State refused toresentatives of the State reassertthemselves.

In a letter of 9th May 1996 Richard grant him this indemnity.

Nesbitt SC expressed the following When he eventually appeared beforeNorte:
opinion: the Tribunal, the manner in which he was There was an error in the article on the
"If one analyses why the Minister is questioned showed that his original Moriarty Report in the May issue of the

concerned about the ownership of sharessuspicions were well founded. The Tribu- Irish Political Review. | stated that Fine
inthe licensee the only legitimate concern na| called him in response to a letter from Gael had received the $50,000 dollars
he can have is that if there is a change ofpenis O'Brien's solicitors. He was origin- from David Austin. In fact, John Bruton
ownership the service that has to be pro-,y, ;e to appearin July 2010 but this wasinitially refused the amount and Fine Gael
vided will in some way be compromised. . . .
Rather the licensee has been awarded th@0stponed until later. In the meantime only later accepted the money some time
licence because its plans and proposaldVoriarty discovered that O'Brien had later under the impression that it was a
were the most meritorious and it provided given Andersen the indemnity that he hadpersonal contribution from David Austin.
a funding plan which looked feasible. required. It could be said that this was an example of
There is no reason why any of these  Moriarty is shocked atthis. The Tribunal what Barry Moloney referred to as money
matters have to be compromised becausgoy|d have interviewed Andersen in July from O'Brien being'stuck with an inter-
of a change of ownership. without knowing about thiglandestine” mediary'. However, the amount claimed
Moriarty chose to interpret this advice indemnity! This is really pathetic. The by Moloney was 100,000 and not about

as beingforward looking". Inotherwords, lettertothe Tribunalindicating that Ander- £31,000 which was the Irish pound

all it meant was that in the future the sen was available to give evidence cameequivalent of $50,000.

consortium would be entitled to change from O'Brien’s solicitors! John Martin
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GAA clubs—closed their doors to hide Their memorial is a very sad affair. Most

their embarrassment. of those listed were deemed
Easter Pat Sheehan sal@thatideal {forwhich  "assassinated"—referring to the internal
Commemorations the IRA fought} is a united and independentbloodletting rather than to the murderous

republic, and in spite of what cynics and attacks on them earlier by the Official
naysayers may say, an Irish Republic isIRA.
within our reach, a new Irish Republic,  Their speaker was somewhat on the
hot the caricature that extremists {talk ball. The Belfastnewspapers have recently
about} at the minuteThis was a position been celebrating the German blitz on
taken up by Sinn Féin speakers elsewherdelfast. | use the wordcelebrating”
and is put monthly idkn PhoblachtThis  advisedly. After all they celebrate the
was pushing things more than a bit! Thoughslaughter on the Somme all the time. The
Adams led a parade. There were thous- there is a definite Sinn Féin policy to reach speaker, knowing that this was topical,
ands there. Gerry Adams was not. As We‘”out to Protestants and their relationshipsaid that there may not have been any blitz
as the march.ers aqd strollers, thg PAVELith the DUP is almost unbelievable. if more men had followed the likes of Jim
ments were Imgd six deep .cheenng the Butthere is still a great gap between theStraney from the Falls and Billy Tumilson
pa(ade. Otherwise not a single Bel.faStIikes of Frank Card or Jimmy Steele or from East Belfast and joined the
Daily, or Southern national paper mention- Rory Brady inthe early days, and the daily International Brigade in Spain.
edthe parade atall. It was covered only byexperience of Volunteers during the war.
the Andersonstown News The Protestants did not want a United EiriGI
Much space—often half to three- Ireland and proved it with force—ir- Next up was Eirigi. | was in Dublin in
quart.ers of a pbage were given over tore:spective of how British policy chopped 2006 when this group started there. One of
Martin MCGL.“.”DESS in Derry and to and changed. And they are still a long waytheir firstactions was to printand distribute
parades by_ Eirigi, IRSP’ RSF, and Others'from wanting unity. They hold the English a free large, full colour, gloss version of
The oration at Militown cemetery WaS and their Government in contempt. But the Proclamation: they claimed they were
delivered by an extremel;l/ effective Pat the Royal and the Military attachments handing out 50,000. A very nice idea. But
Sheehan, Gerry Adams’ successor at(past and present) should never be underwho were they? Some people thought
Stormont. Sheehgn was one of the I‘Ongestimr:lted. That, and their awareness otthey were a breakaway from Ogra Sinn
Kesh Hunger Str|l§ers and WOUld have how their ancestors came to be in Ireland.Féin. As a former printer, | had to wonder
been the next to die if the_ .St.”ke had nOtAn awareness which strikes me as beingwhere all the money came from. In
been anEd off. He criticised other greater among Protestants than amongMilltown | noticed that they were even
figqullcaqlgroups but never galle_d themCatholics. (I'might add the Decades of thegiving away cloth Easter Lilies—everyone
dissidents; nor was he abusive n any Rosary on these occasions may strikeelse wasellingthe paper ones.
way. The same appllgs to most Sinn FemProtestants as somewhatlessthanwelcom- Breandan Mac Cionnaith is now one of
speakers at other.rallles.l ing.) There's a good video of the actualthe mainleaders. He was introduced to me
A fef;\ture of this year's paradgs Was march on Youtube. by an old Provo friend and turned out to be
what might be callgq the IRA peeping out | spoke to some of those who marchedone of those people who constantly look
of the closet. Officially IRA units anq with the three Scottish bands who took over your shoulder to see if there was
cgmma}rjds havg been transformed 'n.topart. They said that the bands wereanyone more important around. (Not too
Sinn Féin Cumainn and Ceaqn C.Omha'r'originally set up by the Ancient Order of difficult, in my case!) Indeed, | was struck
Iea}n.. Only the Army Counql .St'" has: Hibernians. But in 1915 they, along with by the number of self-important, jumped-
official existence. Even Un|qn|sts don_t most members, left the AOH on Repub- up generals at the Eirigi commemoration
bother any more commenting on.th|s lican grounds following a meeting in —which numbered 3-400. At the end of it
arrangement. Yet wreaths were laid atGlasgow. Joe Keenan confirms this andall | was no more aware of who they were.
Milltown on behalf_of the IRA GHQ and says that there was a similar breakaway inAll | knew was that they had been cleared
the IRA Belfasf[ Brigade. est Ulster, leaving the AOH as a supportof violent connections by the now defunct
Sheehan said he had been amemberog\:oup, albeit a strong one, around Joe"Independent" Monitoring Commission,
the IRA and there was only one IRA—and Devlin in West Belfast. | believe they and so safe enough to join. Their speakers

these other groups were not it. | SUSPeCto1ained a lot of influence in Derry. sounded no different to what speakers
thatall this had several reasons. There was fromthe Workers' Party have to say. Eirigi

a put down of the smaller groups. There REPUBLICAN SINN FEIN got over half a page coverage ie frish
was some reassurance to local commun- Earlier, Republican Sinn Féin held a News

ities which are plagued by anti-social small commemoration—about30people.  The Workers' Party held their parade
behaviour. And there was a nod to the But since the Continuity IRA are not on o, the Sunday afternoon. It had about 200
British who are more and more hostile to ceasefire, it is reasonable for most MeM-rarchers and was less military in its
Republicans (and, indeed, to Unionists bers not to turn out. The oration was given¢, mation than in orevious years. John
like the DUP who co-operate with Repub- by a Dublin man and was more or less they owry, one ofits candidates concentrated
licans). As mentioned last month, Cameronsame mantra I've listened to since | was ing , iniegrated education Early that
is still refusing to talk to Robinson or to my pram. But, to be fair, it is also more or morning a new group caIIi'ng itself the

McGuinness. less the same organisation. Official Republican Movement held a
Several people commented that the ceremony at  Milltown The

parade would have been even biggerifthe  IrisH RepusLican SociaLIST MOVEMENT A
. X ndersonstown Nevggve full coverage
pubs and clubs hadn't been packed with The IRSP, as they are still called, had |~~~ even\;\é ve M coverag
people watching a Celtic versus Rangersabout 400 supporters and stood at respect- S
match. Many of the clubs—especially the ful attention until the RSF had finished A writer in theAndersonstown News
: " suggested that all groups should get

SNN FEIN,WEST BELFAST
The largest Republican parade at Easte
was in West Belfast. It received one short
paragraph in thBelfast Telegrapiwhich
said that!'...hundreds of people lined the
Falls Road as Sinn Féin leader Gerry



"The IRA by its nature was of thd
people and for the people. It could n
have survived and fought the British Stal
the way it did if it was small and
unrepresentative.

"They [the IRA] were a revolutionary

together and have one Easter Commem-
oration. It put me in mind of my father
inviting the Officials, the Provos, the IRPs,
the White group, and God knows who
else, to acommemoration he was organis-
ing in Crossbarry. They turned up alright.
And then proceeded to beat the living
daylights out of each other. He said later
that it was not one of his better thought out
ideas!

the struggle for Irish unity through
peaceful means was established, remo
itself from the political equation.”

SnN FEin ArpoyNE  varieties) and the INLA said that Marti

The main Milltown Easter parade is not McGuinness should have been execufed®

altogether representative of Belfast. for decommissioning weapons and f
Parades and ceremonies were also held insking people to co-operate with the PS)
Ardoyne, the Short Strand, Bawnmore, For this, former Republican hunger strikg
Carrickhill, Newington, New Lodge and Marion Price, who said nothing of th
New Barnsley. In Ardoyne about 400 kind, has been arrested.

people marched, cheered on by people in
their front gardens. Gerry Kelly MLA

gave the oration—much similar to that of and South, there were the "official” con

Pat S_heehan._ , , memorations. On April 24th a sma
.Th's wnt_erdlscuss_ed the ‘hoods [pe_tty military event took place atthe GPO. Th
criminals, in Belfast jargon] problem in was attended by President McAlees

Ardoyne with a Sinn Fein leader some " "D
. . - Margaret "poppy" Ritchie, Enda Kenny
days later. (During the march a "dissident and Eamon Gilmore (the official wel

supporter complained about the Iargecoming official—or is it Official?—for

numper of housg break-ins and _the drugQueen Elizabeth). Two Hibernians, aBlu
dealing.) He said that the IC’un'ShmemShirt and a Sticky. The public, such as

beat||r|195 an? shoo(';mg!(_s n th?h past Wfrgwas, was kept well behind barriers at
usually counter-productive, asthey create good distance. The most notable eve

enemies of WhOIG_ families, and those as the loud celebration of Kenny's 60
punished wore their wounds as badges 0:x\l\alirthday."lrish men and Irish women, it'g
honour. "

o L . Enda's birthday..."
(I found a similar view in Palestine and The event was not screened by t
South Lebanonwhereever)mformerswerenational TV—RTE. Kenny did take the
no longer shot—though it was usually

opportunity to welcoméHer Majesty's"
made clear that they would be better off forthcoming descentamongst us. A simil
elsewhere. In both places there was als

Q M
o eremony was held at Arbour Hill with
the shame on families brought about by y W ur-Hi wi

C
. ) the samea&lramatis personaéut without

their wayward offspring.) 'S P aedut Withou
The Shinner said that Sinn Fein mem-

the public—even behind barriers.
bers did speak to miscreants, but that THE RePUBLICAN KALEIDOSCOPE
increasingly the PSNI was doing its job. ~_Here | will do my best (which surely
The big problem was the judiciary, which Will not be good enough) to give a list g

THE SouTH

slap on the wrist. He reckoned that the (Provisional IRA—sort of); Republican
hoods were far more fearful of jail than Sinn Fein (Continuity IRA, now with
they were of having their kneecaps re-Séparated groups in Limerick and Du
arranged. (Personally | believe that thedalk); Republican Network for Unity
judiciary is heavily influenced by the (f[aternal attitude towards Oglaigh n

British who are only too pleased to see hEireann, whoever they might be); 32

chaos in Republican areas. Sinn Féin ha§-ounty Sovereignty Movement (Real IR
a job on its hands.) with a splinter in Dundalk, which may o

The Apprentice Boys also marched at May not have rejoined the main group
Easter—mostly in Limavady. Their walk The Workers' Party (Official IRA); The

by Ardoyne was uneventful as it usually Official Republican Movement (a comf

is. And they don't "march back” by Ard- Plete mystery to me—sorry); Eirigi (ana
oyne. The Black also march peacefully. thermystery); arumoured breakaway fro

force who when an opportunity to advange

Also in Derry, the RSF (or one of it$

. Whodunit?
continued

from outside the EU and another, the
ECB, is independent of the EU. And the
ed@ssential EU representative, the Commis-
sion, was essentially an onlooker. And
everyone knows that some Member States
were also major players, off-stage but
learly visible and active participants
b during the whole process. This created
“'inevitable confusion, indecision and
delays. Lisbon, how are you? But why
" should this be the situation?

The ECB dominated for the simple
reasonthatithasaclearrole and purpose—
that is, to ensure the functioning of its

L

r
P

As well as hundreds of events, Norfh piece of the capitalist world, the Euro

- area, for the benefit of 'its' capitalism. No

I other body has as clear a purpose. If there
S was a greater purpose, then its represent-
€. ative body would dominate.

The ECB was doing what it is legally
obliged to do and, if there is any doubt
about it, then one need only read Article 7
P~ of the Maastricht Treaty, which set it up
Itand was passed in Ireland without any

Aneed for second thoughts:
nt

h

"ARTICLE 7
Independence

In accordance with Article 107 of this
Treaty, when exercising the powers and
carrying outthe tasks and duties conferred
upon them by this Treaty and this Statute,
neither the ECB, nor a national central
bank, nor any member of their decision-
making bodies shall seek or take instruct-
ions from Community institutions or
bodies, from any Government of a Mem-
ber State or from any other body. The
Community institutions and bodies and
the governments of the Member States
undertake to respect this principle and
not to seek to influence the members of
the decision-making bodies of the ECB
or of the national central banks in the
- performance of their tasks."
In plain language the ECB is legally
@ entitled to tell the whole EU to bugger off!
A Dan O'Brien of thelrish Timesis
[ suddenly aghast at the reality:

); "The apparent willingness of the ECB
to take action as drastic as insisting a
sovereign state accept a bailout with so
little consultation with anyone raises

just one cross man; the Irish Republic

SN FEIN DERRY  Socialist Movement (INLA), which seem

Most Northern papers concentrated onyg pe a serious group in Belfast and very
much the opposite in the South. Deepégst

Martin McGuinness' criticism of "dissi-

upset by him saying: Conor Lynch

m genuine concerns about the checks and
ly balancestowhich this powerfulinstitution
n of government in Europe is subject. By

international standards, the ECB is less
accountable than most central banks in
other democracies. Most notably, the
European Parliament, based in Stras-
bourg, to which it is nominally account-

able, does not have the power to enact
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legislation to alter its structures or create their problem—the cat—but tthe October 2004, immediately prior to the

mandate. This is the most important ey mice did just that with the ECB a
difference with its counterpart institution

in other large, advanced democracies— - .
suchasthe US, Japan, Britain and Canadat.O destroy their very own creation.

Inthe US, forinstance, an Act of congress

re-election of George Bush for a second
they would look rather absurd if they segk term.

Init, he began by refuting Bush'’s claim

But more significant than that is the that the attack was motivated by hatred of

could abolish the Federal Reserve. Infact that the real ‘cat’ here is that the ECBfreedom, inviting the President to explain
Europe, only full-blown treaty change, represents the new god of Europe—thewhy the US was chosen as a target, rather
involving agreement among 27 govern- market. The ECB is the EU Vatican. The than Sweden, if Al-Qaeda was driven by
ments and ratification by 27 parliaments original God is long dead and Europe hatred of freedom:

can alter any major aspect of the bank” g6 gnt 1o create a new paradise via fhe
(Irish Times, 27 April 2011). mar?<et, and the High Priezts of the project
| don't understand why he seems are the financiers and their agencies—gnd
surprised. After the Thatcher assault onofcourse they have their theologians called
the EU, it caved in and adopted the freeeconomists.
market in the purest, most ideological  politicians in Europe have put them-
sense. It had to be ideological becauseselves at their mercy and made the ECB
there was no internal demand for thethe purest, most perfect bank for the

Thatcher approach in Europe but British interests of capital. As O'Brien rightly
political determination broke down the notes, there is nothing quite like it any-
resistance personified by Jacques Delorswhere else. Get ready for some bumpy
o _rides, as banks under capitalism give r|se

Any other approach was dismissed with to crises as regular as clockwork and|as
contempt as an effort to maintain 'Fortresssyrely as cats chase mice. It's called
Europe' and the EU became the leadingcreative destruction and is a mainspring
element in the newly set up World Trade of the system and the suffering involvéd

Organisation by its ex-Commissioner for should be offered up to the new gods ak it
Trade and Competition, Mr. Peter Suther- was to the gods of old.

"People of America this talk of mine is
for you and concerns the ideal way to
prevent another Manhattan, and deals
with the war and its causes and results.

"Before | begin, | say to you that security
is an indispensable pillar of human life
and that free men do not forfeit their
security, contrary to Bush's claim that we
hate freedom.

"If so, then let him explain to us why
we don't strike, for example, Sweden.
And we know that freedom-haters don't
possess defiant spirits like those of the
19—may Allah have mercy on them.

"No, we fight because we are free men,
who don't sleep under oppression. We
want to restore freedom to our nation;
just as you lay waste to our nation, so
shall we lay waste to yours. No one
exceptadumb thief plays with the security

land (the former Chairman of Allied Irish Jack Lane of others and then makes himself believe

Banks and erstwhile Fine Gael politiciany- he will be secure."

The EU was not just satisfied with giving And he mocks Americans for failing to

capital its unhindered head in Europe,|it . seek out the causes of the attack as

hoped to do so in the world as a whole \,iaBln Laden "thinking people’should do, and for still

the WTO. , _ continued  peing in ignorance more than three years
But, according to O'Brien, all this hasja later. He accuses Bush'tiding ... the

different origin altogether:

"This situation came about largely du
to German insistence in the 1990s. It th
feared thatless inflation-averse countri
in the euro area could pressure the n
institution to take risks with price
stability” (ibid).

Whatwould we do without the Germar
to blame? This argument is nonsense.
course the Germans are concerned ab
inflation, for good historical reasons, by
thatdoes not mean they ever had a cong
that banks could be independent of t
State and act as a law unto themselv

It is not as if bin Laden has made a . X .
treal causesfrom the American public,

saying"the reasons are still there for a
epeat of what occurred".
His final words were:

secret of why he has devoted the las
Lhdecade and a half of his life to attacking
bs the West. Onthe contrary, he has explaine&
pwhis objective in doing so in countless
audio and video messages. "And every state that doesn't play with
He has stated clearly that his goal was our security hgs a't'utomatlcallyguaranteed
s to end Western, particularly American, Its own security.
Ofinterference in the Muslim world, to free
buihe Muslim world of"Western domin-
t ance’, as he put it in his posthumous
ephessage. As a means to that end .i'(RAARCH OF THE YES-MEN
hesought the overthrow of the autocrafic
hsregimes—in Egypt, Jordan, SaudiAra

[}

The message is clear: leave the Muslin
world alone and you will be left alone.

there to serve industry and to facilitate t
object of social development. The Germ
had to be forced into the freewheelir]

capitalism personified by Britain ang Yest,andonWesterninterests, will cegse

adopted by the EU.

WHO WILL BELL THE CAT?

O'Brien's despair at trying to make th
ECB accountable to anything other thg
itself reminds me of the fable about th
mice who wanted to bell the very predato
cat that was making their life a misery
The problem was—who would actuall
put the bell on the cat? And which of th
EU mice would/could actually bell the
ECB? The fabled mice at least did n

a They moralise, those with blood on their hands

e Withthe Westand helped maintain West mar)d go on killing to add to that sea,
(victims can only make puddles or fleg

ndominance. the tide sweeps in with three wars in three la
He has made it clear that attacks on|the p. .
they assassinate, those who moralise

g
the populace seen as their regiments,

ater-boarding torture a supplement,

in Laden dead again, his ghosts surv
a re-run of what happened to the Siol
Murdoch, television, truth replacemen
yes-men, that platitudinous crew

when Western interference in the Muslim
world ceases. He has never suggestedth
the objective of Al-Qaeda was to cha
€ Western society.
In

e WHY NOT SWEDEN? - -
'y One bin Laden message sticks in with those blind-spots helped by news-creat|

. mind. It was addressed to the Ameridan "o machismo means alloy feet in shq

. . world-order their bloodiest fixation.
Y people and explained why America was
e attacked on 9/11 and what Americans lhad
to do in order to avoid another attack.| It
Dt was broadcast on Al-Jezeera on 30th

X,

—

on,
es,

Wilson John Haire
5th May, 2011




INDEPENDENT OF THE WEST?
In the last months of his life, bin Laden

witnessed and no doubt rejoiced at the
overthrow of some of the autocratic reg-
imes that have helped maintain WesternBahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and tH

dominance in the Arab world.

Itremains to be seen if the regimes thatto survive, with America's blessing.
take their place of those that act more They took the lead in the Arab Leagt

independently of the West. On the face o
it, they ought to, since they will probably
be the product of popular elections.

However, it can be guaranteed that theof Saudi forces to suppress the democr.

West will leave no stone unturned to

Ireland Gazette, The Limerick Chronicle,
The Limerick Diocesan MagaziaadThe
in Kerry Evening Post
The Knights Of A New Crusade
e previously appeared imish Life.

y

GULF STATES TO BE ALLOWED
TO SUPPRESSDISSENT
Itlooks as if the absolute monarchies
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States{
United Arab Emirates (UAE)—are goin
Professor John-Paul McCarthy may
e find the sentiments ofhe Knights Of A
d New Crusadenore palatable than those of
ENMacCurtain and McSwiney, tHgener-
Iseétion who have nothing to teach ua% he
Cyut it (see Aprillrish Political Revie,
movement in Bahrain and, if necessaryinand who sacrificed their lives to prevent

fin pressing for action against Libya ar
the indications are that they have be
rewarded—the US has endorsed the

attempt to make sure that they act in theother Gulf States (see Craig Murray's any more Irish participation in Crusades.

West's interests just as their predecesso
did. Bribing and bullying will be the order
of the day.

There are some hopeful signs that Egyptthe process of setting up an 800-str

is going to adopt foreign policy positions
of which the US will not approve. This is

being done by the military regime, presum-

rgvebsite, 14 March 2011). McCarthy might be at Oxford but he
In addition, theNew York Timeg knows very little about British History if
revealed on 14th May that the UAE is |n he can condemn the 1916 generatidiaas
gsmall unrepresentative elite dictating the
mercenary force, made up entirely of no- pace of change through the momentum of
Muslims, in order to suppress disselt. violence" Thatwas exactly the point made
Erik Prince, former CEO of the notorioys by John Dillon and the Liberal backbench-

ably sothatitis seento be attuning foreignUs security company, Blackwater, has ers against the Liberal Imperialist cabal—

policy to popular opinion in Egypt.

The most important development is
going to be the establishment of full
diplomatic relations with Iran for the first
time since the Islamic revolution in 1979.
A key element in US foreign policy in the
Middle East has been to build a coalition
with Sunni Arab states against Shia Iran
For Sunni Egypt to desert this coalition

been employed to do the job. He is quotedwho had gone behind the backs of the

as saying that the force has to be whally"great British democracyéind made secret

Christian, because Muslims couldn't e arrangements and plansto join a European

relied upon to kill fellow Muslims. He i war against Germany.

recruiting Colombians. It must be assumged

that the US approves of the use of this Presumably, John-Paul would have

force too, otherwise they would haye preferred to be with the ‘representative

-stopped it being set up. masses' going about their peaceful business
David Morrison | at the Somme or crusading at Gallipoli or

and establish friendly relations with Ir@m
would be a considerable blow to this
strategy.

There is also talk of seeking an ame
ment to the Camp David Accords with
Israel to remove the restriction on the

stationing of Egyptian armed forces in the
Sinai peninsula. Currently, no more than

one division is permitted within an arpa
lying approximately 50 km east of the
Suez Canal in what is after all suppose
be sovereign Egyptian territory.

Since the Camp David Accords werg i
signed, Egypt has received on averag
billion annually from the US, most of it
military aid. For sure, the US willthreaten
to cut off this aid in order to keep Egyptin
line.

HONEY, I'M HOME!

Tell me, what has changed since

Bin Laden's death,
same Washington propaganda mach
An old grey-beard watches a TV scre|
not porn, made in the US to excess!
He was shot in his underpants, ha ha
medicine bottles on a shelf,
a book of bombs, one on do-it-yourse
had had three wives and fifteen ba ba
sounds a normal American household,
loved guns, especially the AK-47.
The world of the puritan was his goal
the US also prays to enter heaven
but with their debt can they buy the leaseh
Should he be dough you supplied the lea:

ne
En

If,

pld

Wilson John Haire
18th May, 201
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in Mesopotamia?

But then what are ten million deaths
and the destruction of Europe against what
our freedom fighters did in 1916 and
afterwards in Cork?

Anyway, John-Paul, enjoy....

Crusading Again

The Knights Of A New Crusade a
poem contained within a book of verse
publishedin 1915 to inspire the Redmond-
ite crusaders in their efforts to conquer for The Knights of a New Crusade
Empire. The poems in the book were

written by Alice Maude Peppard Cooke, The furies of battle are loosing a hell.

Who is described as the authorigsh  AS Bellona unsheathes her blade
Heroes Of Red Wara publication Yetwho are so fearless of shot and of shell
resumably devoted to the great bloodAS the Knights of a New Crusade.
acrifice for Home Rule and Empire. (The . . .
poem across the page is call@5andis  'MPerial honour is calling us now
devoted to the Irish Guards and has thel © conquer for country and weal.
line, "Red is the earth, and redder the 'N€ Prince from a palace, the man from

: o the plough
snow, your record is there to show)t. .
y J Come forward with sabre and steel.

Alice Peppard Cooke apparently
resided in Cappagh, Ballingrane, Co. Oh!the lilt of the tune as they march away
Limerick and is listed in a book about To do, or to die with the rest.
Families Of County KerryThe title of her ~ And the sign in the heart, and the smile is
.poetry collection iFhe Pipe Of Peaee SO gay
‘although it seems to be mostly an While the lips of a hero jest.
"encouragement to war. But that is not
surprising agpeaceandwar seem to be  Oh! the spirit of war in the souls of men,
interchangeable terms in the British way Oh! the ache in the mother's breast.
with words. It is, of course, other nations And the pluck of a wife at the parting—
ho fight merely for the enjoyment of  then
war; England always fights for a restor- Is it easy to know who'’s best?
ation of peace. And perhaps it is true then
that Britain is the most peace-loving of all The Link of our Empire—the cry of a
States whilst being the greatest wager of home
wars at the very same time. And the Call of a world’s parade
’ While the men who willanswer, and gladly
In the Preface Cooke notes that her ~ come
verses had appeared in the well-knownAre the Knights of a New Crusade.
papershe Daily Express, The Church Of Pat Walsh
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pendent(22.5.11) under the headline: A lieswith greater economic ties with Britain
New Path To A Common Wealth", she is a joke. Since Independence we have

Sh began: reduced our economic dependence on
OrtS "The euphoriais over. Her majesty the Britain with beneficial economic and
Q.Ueen has gone home. This week realitysocia| consequences.
from ‘I’:"i'::i;r?égrgn"’(‘js é’:r%e é"&rire]igt‘érrsenl\fﬂeigﬁi‘f From 2005 to 2010 our exports to China
the Long Fellow Noonan and Lucin%a Creightoﬁ, will do hg\_/e mcre_ased from 1.5 billion euroto2.5
a Perp Walk in Frankfurt as gruesome in Pillion. This country has a population of
INDO GROVELLING its own way as Strauss-Kahn's in that 1.3 billion, with a rapidly increasing pro-
The visit of Queen Elizabeth Il was  New York courtroom..." portion becoming urbanised and middle

; B class. The opportunities, not only for trade,
received with indifference by the vast  the apasementonbehalfofthe Countrybutinwardinltzllicjastmentarealmos)'zlimitless.

majority of the population. The small continues: 3 > _

minority that did take an interest could be ™ \wo would have imagined, way back Our impressive Irish Ambassador to
divided in to the non political and the  when Garret started his Anglo-Irish China, Dermot Kelliher, who apparently
political. The non political were impressed  crusade that, in this low moment, itwould SP€aks Mandarin fluently, remarked that
that the 85 year old bird could deliver a  be the English who would restore our the Chinese havéo issues™ vih us and
prepared script without dribbling. The  Self-esteem as a nation...?" we have much to offer the Chinese. Ireland

political element, on the other hand, could  Amazing, isn't it? The country was not 'S ©N€ of only three countries in Europe
not restrain themselves from dribbling apathetic, but euphoric when the British that has a trade surplus with China.
over her every word and move. Queen visited; our Cabinet Ministers rep-

It was quite amusing to read that someresent a criminal State or are, perhaps, IRiSH Economic RESILIENCE
of this country's OBEs and MBEs were criminalsthemselves; and the English have ThrOL_‘ghO“t th? economic crisis the
notinvited to the events. Have these peoplerestored our self esteem even if most of ugProductive capacity of our traded sector
been contaminated by Republicanism?!'hadn't realised that we had lost it in the _has remained intact. The vast bulk_ of the_
The whole point of being a Lackey of the first place. jobs that have_been Iost_have been in retail
British Empire (LBE?) is to recognise ~ But what is the secret of Lizzie @nd construction. Despite the merchants
one's inferiority. There is no point in Windsor's superiority? Harris can only of doom we have the a_b'“t_y _to tr_ade our
grovelling to a person whom one regardsspeculate: waly out of our economic difficulties.
as an equal. The monarchy bestows  “Staying in touch with her children's

A very interesting article ifhe Irish
favours; they cannot be received as a many problems has clearly kept her 11Mes(30.4.11) from Daniel Gros indi-

right. growing as a person. Although | can't say cates that the country has the capacity to
Fortunately, Kevin Myers was invited it is what accounts for her prettiness.” ~ repay its debt. The big difference between
to the ceremony at Islandbridge and gave this country and Portugal and Greece is
an abject lesson on how to behave: Osava that our net foreign debt is about 20% of
. ) So far, the Long Fellow has not read GDP, whereas theirs is about 100%. This
q The T’rtes]:dentktoldmethgehen t{what It\r/\]/ad any equivalentgrovelling directed towards year we will have a balance of payments
one a ot of work on the Irsn in e Wo b o gigent Obama, the head of the mossurplus.
world wars. This is a guess, because at . S
that particular moment someone powerful State in the World. And yet  These statistics indicate that the country
unplugged a swimming pool in my skull, ordinary people did want to meet this has the capacity to raise taxes whereasiitis
and all | could hear was the roaring noise sleek young President and his attractivedoubtful that Greece and Portugal do. The
of several milliongallons of water sluicing wife. Tens of thousands turned up atfollowing two paragraphs indicate that

downwards. | am unclear about what College Greenand many more were turnedhe problem is political rather than
followed next—however, in times of ay economic:

panic, | am inclined to_speak Tibetan, His visit lasted less than 24 hours

mixed with Afrikaans. The two ladies "...Argentinawent bankrupt with little
blinked politely" (rish Independent compa'red to the four dreary days of the et foreign debt because wealthy Argen-
19.5.11). Queen's visit. Whether consciously or tines had spirited their assets out of the

otherwise, he upstaged the British Head country, and thus out of the reach of the
The sheer joy of it alll Not only to Of State at every turn. Whereas the Wind- ~ government, while the poor Argentines
experience humiliation, but the exquisite sors declined a pint of the black stuff, ~refusedto pay the taxes needed to satisfy

o . : the claims of the foreign creditors.
pleasure of writing about it! Ecstasy Obamagulped one downlustily. Whereas " /00 0 Sy o foreign assets of

recollected in tranquillity! the Queen managed a few words of Irish, o o ntry are held not by households,
Obama had a few sentences. _ but by institutions, such as pension funds,
SINDO GROVELLING The Long Fellow was, however, alittle  they can be taxed. This seems to be the
There are two elements to effective disappointed with the speech. Ttefeidir case for Ireland. If there is a political way
. . . . linn" line was a bit like Obama imitating  there should be away for the Government
grovelling. Firstly, it must be established : o to service its debt."
. T ._ Eamon Gilmore, imitating Obama. :
thatthe object of the grovelling is superior.
Secondly, the grovellers must recognise CHINA The constant shrill calls for reneging

their own inferiority so as to emphasise Roger Casement believed that ouron our foreign debt are a form of dis-
the superiority of the object of the relationship with Britain had cut us off placement activity to avoid taxing wealth
grovelling. from Continental Europe and the rest of (€ither held by institutions or individuals).

While Kevin Myers was content to the world. Independence enabled us toltalsoservesa political purpose: departure
have a personal grovel, Ann Harris wished emerge from provincialism. from the Euro zone and a return to the
toinvolve the Irish people in her fantasies. The idea being pushed during the Sterling sphere of influence—tfSeinday
On the front page of thBunday Inde- Queen's visit that our future prosperity Independent's fantasy. .



Book review: "A hard local war—the British Army and the Guerilla war in Cork 1919- encountered elsewhere in the world. This

1921"by William Sheehan supportwas regularly tested and expressed
in four elections, the General Election of
The War Of |ndependence_ 1918, the County Council Elections in

. . . early 1920, the Municipal Elections later
the simple soldier's view i, 1920, and the extraordinary result of the
election of May 1921 when Sinn Fein won
every single elective seat in the 26 Coun-
ties. None of these are mentioned by Mr.
Sheehan. Only the military world exists
for him. No war has ever had so many
elections during it and the support fitre
insurgents' increased every time.

To Lloyd George and the British
Government that election result of May
1921 of overwhelming, absolutely total,
support for Sinn Fein made all the
Quccesses claimed by the military look
pathetic and all promises of future victory
even more pathetic and problematic. At
this point, the penny had dropped for

The blurb claims the militar'\were in ~ so long if the military were winning?

fact winning the fight in Cotkand that The daddy of all those who wanted and
"this book successfully challenges the believed in a military solution was Sir
received wisdom of the events and theHenry Wilson. And he had a plan for a
outcome of the War of Independence”. drastic version of martial law to achieveit,
Did the British military win the war then? which he outlined clearly in May 1921.
You can be winning a football match and He had it approved and it was to come into
still lose the game. But there is only oneforce in mid-July. It was essentially to
outcome of a war or a game—a winner allow nothing to move in Ireland—begin-
and a loser. If the British military were ning with bicycles—without military
winning, why was there any Truce and an authority. He was serious. Itwas to be th
unconditional Truce to boot? The British Boer War solution with knobs on and if
military certainly believed they did not implemented it would no doubt ensure
win the war that ended like this and this is military success. And Wilson did not lack
shovyn clearly in this book. If they were the W|I_I or the courage or the means to Lloyd George and even for Sir Henry
winning why did they not actually win? carry it out. But Wilson, unlike Mr. :

. T o . D ", Wilson but does not yet seem to have
Or did they win without realizing it? Were  Sheehan, did not have the 'simple soldier's rooped for Mr. Sheehan
Lloyd George, Churchill, Chamberlain, view of these matters as he was in a reafj PP ' '
and Birkenhead who had just organized situation. He was forced to change his
the winning of a World War so idiotic that mind and, being the type of man he was,
they grabbed defeat from the jaws of he recorded why in his diary in June,
victory in Ireland? These are the questionsreporting on a talk he had had with the
his thesis raises but does not answer. HeSecretary of State for War, Laming
does not even seem to realize that hisworthington- Evans: Accepting the result was surely not too

theTSr']Z 23?r?§rtirs]?|:a?lu izigrnséte dbv. and "I told him that, unless we had England mych to ask for and the real issue is why
immersed in. British n)1/ilita histor yI'—|is egt'.relytho': Our;"d?a ! Vtvotlt”d Sttr°”9|t¥ ,the resultwas not accepted by the ‘Mother
' Y Y. aavise thar e snouic notatemptmartial ot parliaments'? It was especially diffi-

i i iti law in all its severity because | was sure L
approach is to look at various British y cult for people to understand this just after

Army accounts of the war in Ireland and, it would not succeed, and failure meant - : '
lo and behold, they do not agree with the disaster. Ifthe soldiers knew that England at least 10 million people including up to

accepted Irish narrative of the war! Like was solid behind them they would go on 50,000 Irishmen had died for the freedom

all Generals and soldiers, the éritish until they won out; on the other hand if .Of small nations. These are total non-

military were certain they co;JId have won Lﬁ%ﬂg ur?;\,g"g i;\l;}:t;roﬁtng\f: Sd%f,r:(? Vgﬁ'ss“e.s for She_ehan.

this war if they were allowed to do so. But  this thesis over and over again to Lloli/d It is amazing 1o see Mr. Sheehan
' wondering why the British did not imple-

all sorts of people and problems got in  George, Bonar, Austen, Winston and t ahearts and mids policy in Ireland
their way—as always happen to military ~ Others, and | never made so muchMenténearnsandmids poicyin-etand.
men who lose wars. Sheehan is surprised MPression on anybody as I did to-night They did. His own book, every line of i,
that the British sources on the war have °" Worthy." is a detailed testimony to the fact that they

not been highlighted before, butthenfinds  If there was not sufficient support in tried by every means av:_;ulable to them to
N . o change the hearts and minds of the people.
there are not that many and those that exisBritain, there certainly was not sufficient . .
. . : ) Butthe people did notwant either changed.
tend to skip over that periodit can be  support in Ireland! If wishes were horses
. They wanted what they had voted for and
argued that the lessons of Ireland were we would all go for a ride. But how could what thousands believed thev had died
not institutionalized in the British Arfly  the British military win if they did not y

(p174). He seems surprised but what self-have the support and therefore the actuag’r.._the frgedom of small nations. -The
ritish war in Irelandvasabout changing

i it?
respecting army wants to dwell on lost means to do it? hearts and minds. What else are wars for?

wars. And later he confessed to his diary that .
. i : . How strange that someone who describes
He quotes many military people who he"really believed we shall be kicked out | . . o
himself as a military historian does not

believed they were winning, about to win of Ireland" (28 June, 1921)But Mr. . . .
’ ) - seem to appreciate this most basic purpose
and could win. But not all were like that. Sheehan says they were winning and seems o
. . : . . of the military anywhere. He does not
Macready is sometimes quoted as sayingto believe they could have won and, if so, . : ;
. ) : : . appreciate the most glaring facts, in fact
it could be done in four months. But his he must know something that Sir Henry ) !
. . . . the subject matter, of his own book!
argumentwas more nuanced. He said thatWilson did not know! Perhaps he will tell
if it was not done in four months, the war us in his next book and not leave us inthe Being immersed in British military
was lost. That puts a very different dark. history and its myths he creates a conun-
complexion on the matter, but why would drum for himself when he tries to figure
it be won or lost in four months? The essential military problem was that out why another type of 'hearts and minds'
Greenwood reckoned that it would take they were faced with a war that had uniquepolicy was not applied, by implementing
years. And again it begs the question whypublic support, such as they had neverall necessary reformstoremove grievances
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WHAT WAS IT ALL ABOUT?
The Irish quite simply wanted political
independence which meant that the result
of a British election be accepted. Thatis as
clear and as obvious as anything could be.
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and thereby undermine the enemy's warof a Government on a war footing for 3 Lieutenant Crossey, to the subsequent
effort. He says: years, all the military successes such asnquiry. He claimed that they had been
"But this was not an option open to the Kilmichael, Crossbarry, Clonbanin, to subject to a massive assault by about 300

British in 1921 for the simple reason that name just some local ones (as the war imattackers and painted a picture of a Zulu-
most of these reforms had already beenCork is the subject), the running of an like attack but suffering no casualties or
implemented. Nationalist control of local gtemative Court System etc. For instance Josses on his side. That is how unreliable
government had been established in 1898, i, castie on 18th May 1921 reported the sources can be which Sheehan seems
the police force was largely Catholicand . . .
nationalist and Home Rule had been onhlgher casualtu_as_ that week than at anyto use uncritically. On the day_of t_he
the statute book since 1914 and its imple-time since the Rising. As for RIC barracks, Truce, the North Cork and West Limerick
mentation was expected at the end of the218 were destroyed and 17 tax offices Flying Columns were forced to abandon a
First World War. Catholics occupied the raided throughoutthe countryone night  joint ambush prepared near Templeglan-
majority of local government posts in in early April 1921. tine. The operation involved eight road
Ireland ad their numbers in the more  gheehan makes great play of improve-mines and four Lorries of British soldiers
senior posts had been steadily raiSINg: ments in the British military strategies —double the contingent wiped out at

Ireland had experienced an economic . : o
boom during thg First World War. It is during the war but that is only to be Kilmichael!

difficult to see how a hearts and minds €xpected. Every army has to learn and

campaign similar to one carried out in adapt but so did the IRA and that is the NUANCING REPRISALS
Malaya in the 1950s could have been nature of war. Wars escalate. The British military effort was a
constructed” (p172). For example, interms of acquiring arms, campaign of terror and the most typical

Itis incredible that anyone could write whichis a pretty crucial aspect of any war, example of this was the campaign of
this in non-satirical vein. He just cannot the IRA official returns for October 1921 reprisals beginningnofficially'and were
see the whole point of national political from all four Divisions gave a total of then made official. Mr. Sheehan does
independence, which was not just about3:295 rifles, 15,160 shotguns, 1,228 auto-indeed"challenges the received wisdom
reforms and eliminating economic and matics and 4,683 revolvers. While this of the eventsin this connection. These
social grievances and providing jobs for does not compare with British resourcesreprisals were so unacceptable that the
Catholics. It was a considered and con-there are afew things to bear in mind. ThisAuxiliaries own O/C, Frank Crozier,
vinced moral statement by a people is obviously an underestimate as not allresigned his position in protest and said
determined to run their own political life Weapons would be 'declared' in a Trucethat"the whole cabinet should have been
and the rejection of anyone else's right tosituation_but the important fapt i_s that this marche_d to the Tower_in company with
do so. It was not exactly a unique demand¥@s an increase from_ zero in just a fewthe Chief of the Imperial General Staff
then or since. It is hardly an exaggerationY&ars—or rather an increase from theand there shot, on account of what they
to say that this issue has almost dominated'umber of hurleys that they had to begin permitted to be done in the King's name
world politics since. How anyone with a with. (The first Government casualty after and by the authority of his uniform in
modicum of understanding of Irish history, the Rising, that of Inspector John Mills on Ireland".
or any history, could write the above is 10th June, 1916, was effected by ahurley.) The future leader of the British Union
beyond belief. And if the British were developing their of Fascists, Oswald Mosley, crossed the

If ever there was a case of military skills in Intelligence and with airplanes floor of the House of Commons in protest
blindness this is it. | can understand why and aerial photography etc., which —they were eventoo much for him. King
Mr. Sheehan will not find any satisfactory Sheehan describes in some detail, the IRAGeorge V complained personally to Mac-
answer as to why the Irish acted as theyVere also developing new skills such asready about it and implored him to stop it
did in 1919-21 in any of his researches in the naval skill that led to the capture of the saying thatin punishing the guilty we are
British Military archives and sources. But Admiralty ship 'The Upnor' and its contents inflicting punishment no less severe upon
as he comes from the heart of North Cork,in Cork harbour on 30th March 1922—an the innocerit Several other prominent
and as he dedicates his book to hisOPeration which netted 1,500 rifles, 55 people including the Archbishop of
namesake grandfather who was in theLewis guns, 6 maxim guns, 3 Vickers Canterbury protested. Th&imes
IRA during the War of Independence (and 9UNS; 500,000 rounds of .303 ammuni- editorialized about thé...truth which
to his father), | must assume he nevertion,1,000revolvers, 1,000 .455 automatic seemed to support the charge that the
asked either of them or any of his other Pistols, (all with appropriate ammunition), forces of the Crown are no longer acting
relatives or neighbours what the war was3:000 hand grenades and a quantity ofin accordance with the standards of
about. | am simply baffled. rifle grenade throwers. All were immed- civilized government{23.9.1920).

iately distributed by 126 lorries throughout ~ But Sheehan approaches the issue with
Was THE IRA LOSING ? the Cork area. This does not look like the much more equanimity than these people.

To make his case about the military actions of an army on the run in Cork. He has discovered that these reprisals

actually winning he quotes Collins and There is no game, or war, that two can'thave been misrepresented.

Mulcahy downplaying the military succes- Play: "Nevertheless, these events do not
ses of the IRA during the war—butinthe  Sheehan gives the capture of Sean speak for themselves and therefore need

' ' ; oS " to be located and understood within and
contextof the Treaty' debate, this was selfMoylan as anindication of British success.  in relation to the character of the period.

justification for acceptance of the Treaty. Byt he should have mentioned that his  This allows a more nuanced analysis. ..
He quotes Mulcahy...we have not been Column carried out a very successful —theycanbe considered analmost primitive
able to drive the enemy from anything but ympush at Rathcoole shortly afterwards struggle for the possession of public space,
from a fairly good-sized police barracks. and showed no sign whatever of lettingup ~ nd an occasion for the control of local
We have not that powe((19). without him. An interesting footnote on ~ Women” (p24).

Mulcahy had to belittle and denigrate that ambush was the account that was And, believe it or notReprisals were
such matters as the successful organizatiogiven by the British Officer in charge, uncontested by the local populations of



Fermoy, Mallow, Bandon and Cobh, the
residents merely seeking shelter from the
storm"(p37). In Cork city the aftermath of
a conflict between residents and troops is
described a&he evening's entertainment
over, the civilians began to dispergpl7).

policy and local initiative. IRA leaders
played arolein planning attacks in Dublin,
while the institution of flying columns
provided the weapon that inflicted the
greatest wounds on the police and British
army inthe countryside. The Irish Bulletin
provided anincreasingly effective repub-

a considerable measure of success"
(Tactics, Politics, And Propaganda In
The Irish War Of Independence, 1917-
21, by Mike Rast, Georgia State
University, May, 2011).

And there is no doubt who felt they had

And"in policing the soldiers and civilians
the RIC were often at the receiving en
from both communitié{p38). The garri-

son army was a community just like the
local residents! He goes on to lay great
store on alcohol consumption, the fact
apparently that these things happened after
the soldiers' payday, local looting, etc.
being taken as major factors. In fact, it all

Ifican trnout_hﬁ)iect:e_,(;wo I(f)?k?ershying av;/ay won and who had lost the war when the
rom the violent side of the movement... " )

In forcing the government to the negotiat- unconditional Truce was declared_ in July
ing table, the IRA won a concession that 1921. There may be runners-up in sport
many had considered unimaginable. As but notin war. There are many teams that
late as December 1919, the New York nearly won a match and many armies that
Times warned republicans that 'nothing nearly won a war but, as any farmer will

could be more hopeless than taking onte|| you, nearlynever bulled a cow.
,  the British army'. The IRA did this with Jack Lane

d

seems to have been great fun.
Strangely, for all his detailing an

research on a few reprisals along thes
lines, the biggest reprisal of the lot—tlpe
I
it
the wrong date and with an effort to shif

burning of Cork—is not analyzed at gl

and given only a passing reference

the blame from those responsible for it
the military under Strickland. Less atte
tion than even Peter Hart gave it. Ma

Greenwood was right after all when he
claimed that it was the people of Cork mpy

burned their own city!

And it would be interesting (and entdr-
taining) to have his analysis, from thegse
new perspectives of his, on the sacking
and partial sacking 90 other towns betwegen
September 1919 and September 192p.

can supply him with the names and d
if necessary fromihe Evidence on Condj|-
tions in Irelandgiven to theAmerican

Commission on Conditions in Irelang,

Last month Wilson John Haire recollected his experience of Jewish identity in
he Communist Party. Here we consider the role of Britain in the formation of
the Jewish State

?Judaism And Zionism

"...fro.m f[he beginning | had !ooked to British opinion during the First World
upon Zionism as a force for life and \war as an Imperial project and was put in
creativeness residing in the Jewish o mgsjikely to appeal to the English Liberal

masses. It was not simply the blind need s . )
of an exiled people for a home of its own. Imperialist view of things—plausibly and

| could not agree with Herzl that the Pleéasantly Utopian. Claude Montefiori, a
Judennatthe tragedy of Jewish home- Jewish Englishman, did not believe it. He
lessness, persecution and poverty, wasopposed théalfour Declarationon the

sufficient to account for the Zionist grounds thatthe wrapping ofliberal utopian
movement, and was capable of supplying propaganda in which it was presented for
the r_lecesfsarg m_oﬂvg p0\1verd fo:\lth% adoption could not see it through to imple-
: glrgﬁgci’g noeg?ativiv,wasn d tﬁrengrzgtést pfgd_mentation. The spi'rit needed to realise it
uctions of man spring from an affirm- Would be the fierce, intolerant, fundament-
ation. Jewish homelessness was not jusg@list Judaic spirit of the Maccabees. Weiz-
a physical discomfort; it was also, and mann succeeded. Montefiori was forgot-
perhaps in larger measure, the malaise often. But the Israeli populace lives today in

e

pages 823-5, and that is just a samplg of  frustrated capacities. If the Jewish peoplethe revived world of the Maccabees.
the total. He might become a bestselling  had survived so many centuries of exile,  And the two attempts made in the 20th
author in those towns. it was not by a biological accident, but : .
vecause. 1 would 1t elnqush he CEMIUY 10 SSAIsh A lereble and e
Reading Sheehan's description of Bfit- creative capacities with which it had i . .
. . i and the United Nations) were tainted at the
ish military successes in Ireland reads ljke been entrusted. )

a report of last year's All-Ireland final

where allthe losing side's scores and tagtics

are emphasized, explained, highlighte
and admired but the other side and
final score is ignored. For exampléhe
myth of Crossbarryis described in sucl

a way that the outcome is almost unclegar!
he

The fact thatincreasing pressure on
IRA meantthey were failing is anillusion.
Thefactis thatthe pressuvasincreasing
but so were the IRA successes. She
seems to have too linear a mind to app
iate this and can't get his head round it.
it is a fact that becomes obvious to an

objective observer. For example, arec ot

thesis concludes:

"The IRA faced its greatest pressyre

from government forces in late-1920 al
the first six months of 1921. In this sa

period, it achieved its greatest militafy (Trial And Error, 1948, p223).

he

BU

=
D o

"For assimilated Jews all this was a outset by the adoption of the theocratic

sealed book; intheir complete alienation principle of Zionism which overruled
fromthe masses, the source ofinspiration,earthly considerations.
they had not the slightest concept of the

inner significance, the constructive moral : . )
-ethical-social character of Zionism. In 1919 England over-ruled the national

They looked upon it... as a primitive democratic principle, whichin 1914 it had
tribalism. They felt themselves, when declared was its purpose in making war on
they were men of an ethical turn of mind Germany and Turkey, by making war on
like Claude Montefiori, called upon to the nation-state the Irish had voted for and
‘rescue’ Judaism from Zionism..." by proclaiming the destiny of Palestine to
This was the view of the founder of b€ aJewish nation-state even though there

2?)ractical political Zionism, Chaim Weiz- Were hardly any Jews there to vote for it.
{mann, as expressed in his autobiography{“”d in 1947 the theocratlc principle was
that was published when the Jewish re-asserted by the United States and the
ationalist State had been establishedSoVvietUnion after Britain tried to withdraw
through a Jewish terrorist war against from the project.

Britain (to which Britain surrendered)  God gave Palestine to the Jews. Even
and was being consolidated by a massiveghough the Jews went berserk against
ethnic cleansing of the natives of Palestine.Roman civilisation and lost Palestine two
thousand years ago, the world must give it

d

and propaganda victories. These sucdes-

back to them so that the destiny set for
ses were the combined results of GHQ  The Zionist project had been presentedhumanity by God might be accomplished.
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This can be dissimulated in secular terms,man was in sympathy with Bevin's views.
but it is the driving force on the ground It had been customary for a generation in
and is supported by the Old Testamentthe Labour Party for pro-Zionist resolu-
underlay of the Christian world, which tions to be adopted at Labour Party
seems to retain its vigour as New Testa-Conferences. During that period Bevin
was pre-occupied with holding the Labour
It was not mere empirical need that Party together and making it politically
brought about the restoration of a cata-functional in the state.
strophic Jewish State in Palestine. wartime Coalition he was effectively in
Weizmann was certainly right about that. control of the government of Britain, and
laid the foundations for the post-war
"I cannot avoid the conclusion that a welfare state, while Churchill dealt with
Jewish Commonwealthwill neither solve the war. When he became Foreign Minister
the Jewish problem nor reduce anti- ynexpectedlyin 1945, and sawwhatwould
be involved in the implementation of the
Zionist resolutions, he could not engage
their “separateness” and become mem-in the atrocity of implementing them. He
bers of a modern nation alongside otherappointed Crossman to the Committee of
nations. But for the vast majority, who Enquiry assuming that he would act in
remain citizens of other states, Zionism, accordance with the Government position,

ment novelties are discarded.

*

Semitism. Only for the tiny minority of
Jews who actually go to Palestine will it
afford a solution. They will really lose

impossible for England to make good the
wrongs which Russia had inflicted on its
Jewish population... Also, he was
sincerely ready to encourage the settle-
ment of Jews almost anywhere in the
British Empire, but he failed to see why
the ghettos of London or Leeds or
Whitechapel could be made into branches

In Churchill's of the ghettos of Warsaw and Pinsk..."

England was less tolerant of Jews than
other countries. But all countries were
intolerant of Jews. The Jewish problem
was an objective social problem, but differ-
ent countries had different degrees of
tolerance of it. England was one of the
leasttolerant. Butthe low level of English
tolerance of Jews was not anti-Semitism,
at leastin the ordinary or vulgar sense of
the word".

Weizmann was dismissive of the

despite the inner need which it satisfies, byt Crossman became an enthusiasticapproach to the Tsar made by Theodore

is an added menace to their security. TheZ

diagnosis of the anti-Zionist Jews is right
enough.

dangers of nationhood must and will be

ionist while on the Committee. When Herzl (author ofThe Jewish Statevho
the Jewish State was established he wagstablished Zionism as a propaganda
"But their conclusion is wrong. The itshonoured guestasahteous Gentile

force):
Crossman's conclusion that the estab- “"Lack of realism could go no further;
anti-Semites are incapable of aiding the

accepted by a people which has learnt tolishment of Palestine into a Jewish State
live dangerously and whose virtues and would not do away with the Jewish prob-
greatness are a product of that dangerjem was realistic, but his idea that the
The Jew who opposes the national homey, 5 jin g of the Jewish problem by Gentile

and tries to convert Judaism into a relig- states was an index of civilisation. with
ious sect is denying the greatest Jewish W Index ot civiiisation, wi

achievement of our age and suppressingthe suggestion that they would overcome

creation of a Jewish homeland; their
attitude forbids them to do anything
which might really help the Jewish
people..." (p109).

Butitwas through English anti-Semitism

a part of his own personality. Sex may be it, was less so.

dangerous, but that is no argument for
becoming a eunuch. In the twentieth
century a people without nationhood is a
people without virility.

"Is the Jewish problem then insoluble?
The answer seems to be “yes”. The
Zionist makes a great mistake in claiming
that he has found the solution when he is
really formulating the 20th century
adaptation of Jewry to a hostile world.
Despite the national home, the Jews will
remain in constant danger of persecution;
and their relations with their fellow
Gentiles will be a fairly accurate measure
of the degree of civilization to which any
nation has attained. Itis the destiny of the
Jews of the Dispersal to provide by their
presence the test of Christianity...

That was the view of one of the most
effective Gentile supporters of Zionism at
the moment when the Jewish-nationalist
colonial state was being imposed on
Palestine by a collaboration between the
Soviet Union and the United States using
the United Nations as their instrument for
that purpose—Richard CrossmaRales-
tine Mission 1947, p80.)

Crossman, a Socialist intellectual in

—because a low tolerance of Jews is

Here is how Weizmann saw the matter: generally described as anti-Semitism—
"The Aliens Bill in England and the that Weizmann made Zionism a political

movement which grew up around it were force in world affaw;. i

natural phenomena which might have ~When Joyce praises the Irish for not
been foreseen. They were a repetition ofhaving a Jewish problertbecause we

a phenomenon only too familiar in our never let them in"it is English anti-
history. Whenever the quantity of Jews Semitism that he praises. Ireland had no
in any country reaches saturation point, yyore control of immigration into Ireland
that country reacts against them. In thebefore the 1920s than Palestinians had

early years of this century Whitechapel . . . .
and the greatindustrial centres of Englangn@d Of immigration into Palestine after

were in that sense saturated. The factthaf919.

the actual number of Jews in England, England drove out the Jews in the
and even their proportion to the total Middle Ages, and letthem back in when it
population, was smaller than in other decided it had a use for them in the mid-
countries was irrelevant; the determining 1 74y century, but kept them under political
factorinthis matteris not the solubility of restriction, and under cultural restriction

the Jews, but the solvent power of the D . .
country. England had reached the pointWhen political disfranchisement ended.

when she could or would absorb so manyEnglish literature includes two high-
Jews and no more. English Jews werequality anti-Semitic worksithe Merchant
prepared to be absorbed in large numbersOf Veniceandlvanhog and a great quantity
The reaction againstthis cannot be lookedof routine anti-Semitism. Exposés of anti-
upon as anti-Semitism in the ordinary or gemjtism in English culture are published

vulgar sense ofthewgrld, |t|sau.n|versal every now and then and are ignored.
social and economic concomitant of

Jewish immigration, and we cannot shake

it off..." (Trial And Error, 1949, p119). Three distinct motives went into the

_ _ _ English decisionin 1917 to make Zionism
Weizmann is understanding of the a force in world politics: Imperialism,

the British Labour Party, was appointed motives of Sir William Evans Gordon, a gnti-Semitism and Biblical Utopianism.

by Ernest Bevin, British Foreign Secretary, leader of that English anti-Jewish
to the Anglo-American Committee of movement that was not Anti-Semitic:

Enquiry into the Jewish problem with

England was not doing very well in its
war on Germany. The Foreign Secretary
"He had been horrified by what he had (Balfour, an anti-Semite of the kind that

reference to Palestine. The appointment seen of the oppression of the Jews inwas notvulgar) soughtto win international

was made on the assumption that Cross-

Russia, butin his opinion itwas physically Jewish influence to the English side by



supporting the Zionist project. Churchill

(an anti-Semite of a rather more vulgar
kind) saw in Zionism a means of turning making it impossible for th&conquering

But the timing proved to be wrong.

Crossman, understanding all of this,

Certain events spoiled the atmosphere supported the belated conquest through

thick and thin. He went on to became an

the Jews against Bolshevism, which heJewish race{p95) to slotitselfinto place. editor of Bagehot'English Constitution
saw as being largely a product of the These poisonous events were the work ofa senior Cabinet Minister, and an honoured

restless energy of international Jewry.
The Zionist and Bolshevik projects ran
in parallel, and in conflict, from the end of
World War 1 to the end of World War 2.
The first was a Jewish colonial project

Lenin and De Valera.

"De Valera got rid of the British by
encouraging Irish civilians to shoot
British soldiers in the back and to burn
them alive in the houses where they were
sleeping. He won, because world public

conducted under the auspices of the British
Empire. The second was a project of
world revolution centred on the Bolshevik
State in Russiain which Jews were heavily And Lenin, secretly transported from
involved both in Russia and abroad. TheSWwitzerland to Russia by the Germans in
Zionist project was entirely at variance 1917, established a Communist State
with the Bolshevik project, and was Which undermined’European world
incompatible with the Bolshevik policy domination’

on nationalities. But in 1947-8 it was ~ Before this: "World opinion still
Bolshevism that gave effect to the Zionist fegarded war as a matter for
project when its originator, Britain, was Professionals”¢56). But De Valera and
trying to withdraw fromt. It collaborated Lenin made war everybody's business.
with the US in getting a Zionist motion ~ The combination of the national
adopted by the UN General Assemb|y’ principle Combined W|th the pl’aCtice Of
against the opposition of all the Govern- self-help in warfare prevented the

ments in the Middle East, and it was itself imposition of a Jewish State in Palestine
the main military backer of the Zionist Without injustice to its Arab inhabitants:

opinion was more shocked by British
oppression than by Irish atrocities" (p57).

conguests of 1948. "If the Jewish settlers had achieved

* their majority before 1914, they would
have been accepted without moral
compunction of any kind. But now they
were hated by the Arabs, who regarded
them as “white settlers”, come to occupy
the Middle East" (p58).

And of course they were what they

"...was there ever a chance for Britain
to keep faith with the Jews and fulfil her
promises without violating her obligation
to the Arabs? | believe that the Balfour
Declaration could have been fulfilled by
building up a Jewish majority very quickly

indeed. In order to make this possible, were seen to be: white settlers occupying
the British Government would have had {ne Middle East. If they had been placed
to appoint a first High Commissioner in dominance during the era of undisputed

strong enough to purge his own staff of =~ . .
anti-Zionists, to disregard Arab opposi- white supremacy, that would possibly have

tion and encourage large-scale JewishPeen accepted as the way of the world.
immigration. Obviously he would have But, when the colonisation process was

had to be a Gentile, because no Jewlaunchedin 1919, itwas nolongerthe way
selected by a British Government could of the world. A new world order had been

possibly commit the lesser injustice t0 53nn0unced by the vast Russian State.

the Arabs required to build a National .. . . : : :
Home in the 1920s. Once Sir Herbert Britain itself had proclaimed nationality

Samuel was appointed the first High @S the basis of legitimacy in 1914, and it

Commissioner, a radical policy of this had stirred up an Arab nationalism in
kind was out of the question... 1916 in its war on Turkey, and then had

"World Jewry failed equally to fulfil  the problem of slappingitdown in order to
its share of the task, the provision of half establish its colonial Jewish State.
a million immigrants in the first few — Tpg time of legitimate white conquest

years. The main cause of this failure was, ¢ jnferior races had passed before the
of course, the Bolshevik Revolution. o .
colonisation of Palestine began.

Zionists had always assumed that Russia

guest of Israel as a righteous Gentile:

"The fact that Weizmann combined a
love of Western civilisation with a hatred
of assimilation explains one puzzling
aspect of his character, which struck me
on my first meeting with him in Rehoveth.

I was confronted with a personality which
combined the fanaticism and power of
Lenin with the sophisticated charm of
Disraeli. Even more puzzling, here was
a Jew who obviously preferred the com-
pany of British Gentiles to that of assimil-
ated Jews. As | got to know him, it
became ever clearer that we Englishwere
regarded as Goyim, forwhom allowances
must be made, whereas he never forgave
the shortcomings of the Jew—especially
the German Jew—who should have known
better. For, to Weizmann, every Jew was
a potential Zionist, and those whose
Jewish patriotism was qualified by any
other national loyalty were to be pitied or
despised..." (A Nation Reborp19).

"Antisemitism, he used to say to me, is
a bacillus which every Gentile carries
with him, wherever he goes and however
he denies it. Like other bacilli, it may
remain quiescent and harmless for years.
But once the right conditions are created,
the bacilli multiply and the epidemic breaks
out. The condition for an outbreak of
overt anti-semitism in any nation is that
the number of Jews should rise beyond
the safety level of that particular nation.
Hence the only radical cure for antisemit-
ism is the creation of the Jewish State. At
our first meeting, which lasted most of
the way through the night, Weizmann
outlined his theory to me and asked me
whether | was antisemitic. When | said,
“Of course”, | felt that our friendship had
begun. For, if a Gentile denied his latent
antisemitism, Weizmann concluded that
he must either be lying or, even worse,
deceiving himself. In his view the only
attitude for a Gentile to adopt was to
admit his unconscious prejudice against
Jews and to ensure thatitdid notinfluence
his behaviour by consciously making
allowances for it..." (p21-2).

*

Russia became an obstacle to Zionism

The for thirty years before inexplicably decid-

would provide the main source of mass League of Nations and the United Nationsing in 1947 to establish it in power in
immigration into Palestine” (Crossman, might except the Jewish conquest of Palestine. It blocked it both by delegitim-

A Nation Rebornp62-3). Palestine from their own principles of ising the world order in which colonial
legitimacy but that exception could not be conquest was normal, and by cutting off
What the situation required was a made good in the realities of the world. the main source of Jews for Palestine by
masterful Imperial policy. Weizmann The Jewish conquest was resisted. It ismaking Jewry one ofthe maincomponents
was ready for this"Weizmann accepted still being resisted. But it must continue. Of the new Russian State established in
almost without question the virtues of the The land God gave to Moses was not thel917.
Empire and assumed that one of the tasksneagre fragment awarded by the UN in
of the Jewish nation would be to protect 1947, or even the additional areaconquered Leninism/Bolshevism was an organ-
Britain's Imperial interests on the Suez in 1948. Indeed it is scarcely covered by ised, centrally-directed, political structure
Canal" (Crossman, p35). the conquest of 1967. whose purpose was to establish Socialism

21
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throughout the world by means of decisive antly coercive and began to meet with have hailed it as a glorious event if it had
action by a centralised leadership whichinsurrections which it suppressed in the been a German headquarters.)
established an effective connection with manner of capitalist Imperialism. When Britain gave up on its undertaking
the raw, exploited masses created by Itmightbe thatLeninism had exhausted to exercise control over this new force that
Capitalism and Imperialism. It was its potential by the early 1950s, and thatit had established in Palestine, Moscow
directive, not representative. It was, asthisfact coincided with the death of Stalin. and Washington collaborated not only to
Lenin put it, arfalien intrusion"into the  Or it might be that the highly centralised legitimise Zionism but to give it its head.
working class movement shaped by systemwas disrupted by the second chang@&nd scenes of ethnic cleansing and plunder
Capitalism. of leadership. Or it might be that the followed very quickly. If Lozovsky was

It was not a kind of belief capable of Zionist sensation-monger, Simon Sebagthe true Leninist speaking truth to a State
operating spontaneously throughout theMontefiore, is right and things went awry that had ceased to be Bolshevik, he might

world, emerging out of itself. Very few and Stalin had become brain-deatiAs(

have said a word about that. He didn't.

things are. Leninism was the one that washis brain atrophied, Stalin still 'swotted

least capable of doing so. It was the anti-like a good pupil..."Court Of The Red
type of Islam.

Leninism was a hierarchically- to be argued, not slipped in.
organised means of action, even when it

(S.S. Montefiore's book on Stalin is a

Tsar, p637). Butthese are things that neegost-Soviet potboiler, which does noteven

have a Cold War purpose. It is a fitting
companion to his book donsters—100

consisted of a mere handful of people. It And the Soviet decision to act with the of them, including Robert Mugabe, who
was described accurately enough byUnited States to give effect to a Jewish-repossessed some English colonial estates.
Trotsky when he denounced it. A dozen nationalist colonisation of Palestine when None of the organisers and perpetrators of
years later Trotsky joined it in order to be a British Labour Government wanted to the conquest and plunder of the people of

effective in a revolutionary situation. abort the Balfour project, is something to Palestine in 1948 finds a place in it.)

Seven years after that, when the Partybe dealt with when discussing Zionisr

n/

consolidated its rule by raising hundreds Anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union.
of thousands of politicians out of the  The Zionist projectwas a British Impe
masses to act under its direction, heial project. One of its earliest advocat
denounced it again, in much the samewas the Liberal Imperialistlanchester
terms as he had done twenty years earlierGuardian The Guardianin July 1914
the only difference being that he now saw the war on Germany, which it su
called it Stalinism instead of Leninism. pectedthe Governmentintendedto laun
If it makes sense to say that there werein much the same way as Casement sa
Leninist victims of Stalinism, then by the It would be a crime against Europe. Bu

es es ahora *

S- 20TH May 2011.
Ch, Cork BY RovAL APPOINTMENT
vit. | have a confession to make and it

it seems almosttreasonable to make it amidst

same token there must have been Leninisknew that, when war was declared, itm
victims of Leninism. The Bolshevik State support it. It could not support it on t

acted by rough measures against broadnoderate terms of a cynical calculationjof
categories of people. When a handful of national advantage. If it was to be syp

scientific socialists took power in a vast, ported, it must be on transcendent|
sprawling society it could not have been millenarian terms, and the advocacy
otherwise. Butthat State could only have Zionism fitted in with this. Butth&uard-
done the things it did in the course of two ian journalist, Herbert Sidebotham, w
generations ifthose who feltthey benefited wrote the first book in support of th
fromits action were not many times greater Balfour Manifesto, remained hardhead
than those who suffered from it. enough to warn that, on the preceden
history, a Jewish State in Palestine

Leninism was a'voluntarist" break likely to be a catastrophic affair. But

with the Marxism of the Second Inter- reckonedthat, as a British colonial projegt
national, which had become a form of managed by the Empire, the catastrophic

contemplative understanding of, and dimension could be contained.
adaptation to, the Capitalist/Imperialist
order in the world. Anti-Stalinist Lenin- the project in motion, washed its hands
ism, which flowered for a generation after it. It surrendered to Jewish terroris
the Bolshevik State began to question itsChurchill had authorised the formation
own presuppositions in the 1950s, thena Jewish Brigade in the war on Germa
dissolved into a kind of Second Inter- although he must have known that Gg
nationalism. Eric Hobsbawn is Kautsky many would not be its only enemy. (
today. This kind of contemplative Marx- history describes it d&n Army With Two
ism is neither a means of action nor aMasters": The Jewish Brigade 1944¥%
belief. Itis little more than a literary form. Morris Beckman. 1998.)

The Bolshevik State operated by a The post-war Labour Governmen
combination of coercive power and faced with unrestrained Jewish terrorig

political conviction. Wherever its coercive in Palestine, could not cope. (When the

power went, its political conviction could King David Hotel, filled with British
evoke a popular response. As that ceasedfficers, was blown up, Weizmann tu
to be case, Soviet power became predomintutted, but reflected that the world wou

Thirty years later Britain, having sgt

stsuch goodwill and cheer. Since the Queen
o Elizabeth 11's arrival to this country, |
haven't been keeping up with the news—
_neither by TV, Radio, or newspapers.
This | assure you all is not because | am
'churlish by nature but personal commit-
ments elsewhere held me in thrall and so
it was by phone calls from various friends
0 that kept me on message so to speak. And
knock me down if the arc of the Irish royal
dnarrative kept up-playing to the point
ofwhere | began to think my friends were
aseither all drunk out of their skulls or
e actuallythe country thatlknew was forever
changed and changed utterly, if | could

.’ use an Yeatsian sentiment here. When the
educationalist, ElIma Collins infamously
pronounced to a crying child tHate had

no more heroes hershe of course meant

of "Irish” ones. Now all that has changed and

. the adoring Irish media/academia has

f crowned aforeign Head of State to take on

y,a new mantle as thbéroic"object of our

hr- affections.

h | saw for myself on Friday, 20th May
2010 as Cork created new flags, the most
favoured one being on a rust-red back-
ground with a symbol of The Crown, with
the words'Cork city welcomes Yownd

t, the date. There were other smaller ones

m Which were used by certain school children

he Which | think were the Royal Standard.

During the recent Royal wedding in

- London, much was made of the symbolism

d -
It Is Time



stitched into the new Duchess of Cam-that the attendance at the Dublin Castlewho put such pressure on His Majesty that
bridge's dress. The four home nationsevent of the North's First Deputy Peter "the King abandoned his German titles
were featured and of course Prince Wil- Robinson and his wife Iris—the latter and name in 1917. The house of Saxe-
liam, grandson of the Queen, was madedressed in resplendent green—was veryCoburg-Gotha became Windsor. It is said
colonial-in-chief of The Irish Guards a important. And, when the former addres- a Bavarian nobleman of the old regime
few weeks before-hand by the Queen.sed the media on his way in, he rightly has observed wittily enoughThe true
Thus his uniform was that of the regiment condemned their pursuit of his wife and royal tradition died on that day in 1917
with shamrock-motifs embroidered on the said they had little notion of metal illness when, for amere war, King George V
collar of his military tunic. and its consequences. That was brave andhanged his name". Indeed at that time

Throughout her visit to Ireland, the quite inspiring butthere isthe real questionthere was even a question if the British
Queen's Royal Standard flew on her hugeof what if that had happened in the otherthrone would last amidst so many others
4x4 limousine and there on the bottom camp—how it would have been handled losing theirs'The King and hisimmediate
was the gold celtic harp—symbol of the by those who are the commentariat? advisors seem to have decided that to
Irish State, amongst the other three of o he following day, there was not an meet the challenge of the new vyorld the
Waleg, Scotland and England: I was passyyisn Examinerto be found for love nor  King ar_1d the Royal Family must increas-
ing City Hall a few days previously and money in Cork city and when | questioned ingly display themsel_veﬁ throughout the
there was this big flag with the words 4. ¢ my most faithful newsagents he country and the Empire.

Small City—Big HeartWith the Elysian 514 me that people were out early and The recent, acclaimed, pictuiEhe
building falling sideways as thoughimitat- \yere huying 3 or 4 copies as souvenirKing's Speectshowed what happened
ing the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Butl saw gitions."One loud man in the crowd the when David, heir and Prince of Wales
asomewhatironic tilt at the weight of this 0\ious day stated while looking at all of abdicated for love (there is of course
building on the shoulders of the poor \;g- yell, we are all Royalist now'l  another story here which has yet to be
benighted citizens who have been burdenyp  ght he was being sly as he looked overtold) and so Bertie, the second son became
ed with its debt—while its owner Michael 5 5 myte (for once) me and then two well-King George V1, a man burdened by a
O'Flynn, accordingto arecent RTE expose, jresse ladies from the more salubriousstammer and such was the strain of inherit-
still flew in his helicopter to see his horses g, \rhs, thinking he was being straight, ing the throne that he had a breakdown but
race around the country. | correct myselft— i magiately replied”Oh yes, she was was blessed by his wife, the Queen Consort
itis of course NAMA thatnow holdsthese g,ch g |gvely lady—so frightfully Elizabeth who would later become more
buildings on our behalf. splendid"” widely-known as the Queen Mum—much
The papers said that there were about ™ pp )y what most astounded me wasto her fury as confided to her courtiers.
30,000 people in Cork that day to see theyhe ignorance of the media, but of course
Queen and in truth—while [ do think that i ,.1q have been feigned. Apparently The monarchy asan actual power dimin-
figure to be an exaggeration—there Waspre haq professor Diarmuid Ferriter on ished forever over the course of the Great
no denying the warmth and hysteria thatgiangpy for commenting as the trip un- War. As many biographers would agree, it
greeted Her Majesty and her Royal Con-¢54eq " | haven't seen any footage butreally became a pawn for the Government,
sort, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. ,ohaniy will be able to have seen someLambeth House—to a lesser extent, but
All along the South Malland in the Grand 1 the next issue of thish Political  really to Fleet Street in all its bullying
Parade the people were enthusiastic ingeyiewRonan O'Reilly, inthe Irisbaily ~ form. | think the present monarch has
theirgreeting. There were twohuge TVS— \1qi “23rd May 2011, stated that Gerry been generally good in her brief—she has
one stationed in the latter and one in Aqamswas the Queen's subjectand shoulthowed enough to modern influences but
Patrick Street, where there was a bandy,g haye heen abite shake the monarch's carefully kept her distance at the same
and a much younger crowd sang andpang and demonstrate that his objection time with the mantra that less is more and
watched the Royal visit to the English 4 pritain's involvement in the North is boring is definitely good. Queen Mary of
market. As they say hefehe craic was  gyictly political and not personal, hewould Teck, wife of George V, brought some
mighty". have been able to claim the moral high great German/French jewelleryto England
From the South Mall, | looked at the 4.6 nq" The facts that this is tosh. The and the Tiara that Queen Elizabeth 11
wavering flags on the AIB building to see ;5 een in hepersonatapacity is Head of - wore to the State Irish Ball had belonged
what way the wind was blowing as it was g pajesty's Armed Forces and Head ofto her, and is now used by the present
getting very cold and was stupefied to Seeyo (yery Protestant) Church of England Queen as the Commonwealth Tiara—
on the roof—some Garda snipers and they, hich excludes Catholics from ever being somewhat unusual to wear in what after
were also across the road on the other talf, jine of succession to the throne. All of all is still The Republic of Ireland. But if
buildings. There were mounted Garda onyich makes her position officially sectar- | know the Queen—and | have read exten-
some fine horses up in the Grand Paradg,, ang militaristic. O'Reilly goes on to sively about her—that was no accident
and then some fierce Alsatian dogs W'th write that"there was no hidden agenda butaveryintentional nod to some conven-
Garda handlers came from the directionpehing the royal visit other than afriendly tions we maybe have overlooked thus far.
of Parliament Bridge and went on up peighnour dropping in for the diplomatic
toward.s the market entrance; From thereequivalent of a cup of teaAnd as if this WOMEN'S MAGAZINES
to University College Cork's Tyndall \ a5t enough biliousaiméis he also There are many women's magazines on
Institute where the Queen's entourage Wagjicks it to the Pontiff, should the latter the market that cater for all tastes, as
welcomed by President Michael Murphy g yisit, by suggesting the only thing the indeed there are for men. The big glossy
and the CEO of the Institute, Professor o, Father would déwould be o tellus  now is definitelyGrazia, which is one of
Roger Whatmore. Of course the Visit {hat\e're a bunch of no-good sinners whothe biggest selling in Britain and here in
W.OUId. be nothing if form_er Iacadem|_c have let Him Upstairs down badlghd he  Ireland. It does politics with a very small
historian John A. Murphy didn'tentertain .,ntrasts that with the loveliness of the 'p' but still is a good enough indicator of

her with the story of the Statue of Victorian o,een's visit. the constructs of UK power. It had a
where his gloss on the account can be read” | )3y heard a lot of nonsense about thegloating propaganda coup on the killing
in the Evening Ech@1st May 2011. Queen's surname during the visit. King of Osama Bin Laden—the kind of mindless

The media/academia figures were all George V was pushed by a nervous courfingoism that is still going strong in the
catered for in the State Dinners and all theand ever more outcry from Fleet Street— UK. But in a recent issue, 2nd May 2011,
politicians except for Sinn Fein. | thought then as always up to their shenanigans—one of its leading columnists Lowri Turner
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was very angry, protesting about posfers

of girls-in-bikini shots for H&M which
had been "defaced" in London on one

those bus waiting places—commonl

known as shelters. The girls advertis
the bikinis leave nothing much to t
imagination and someone—gasp, sh
horror—had throwiblack paintcovering
them up. Turner saitiThis photo, drips o
black paint running down the mode
legs, sends a shiver down my spine”.

Though Turner cannot possibly kng

ng
he
ck,

who did such an act, she seesinitthe
hand of fundamentalist Islam. And

Then she takes off abdilglamic countrie
and how they treat their rape victim
ending her diatribe about her freedo
dress or undress as she sees fit by
gesting that perhaps the UK should ret
the wholé'burka ban". Obviously Turne
doesn't see the contradiction she pre
here. If some ladies want to go aroun
various stages of undress, as they do
in this country, why can't ladies equally,
another community group dress as t
see fit. It is calle@qualityLowri Turner
and it is meant to benefit us all. Actua
| thought it was a PETA (People for t
Ethical Treatment of Animals) project b
then realised they use red paint and
sort of protest goes down a treat with
urban chic.

Then inGrazia, 22nd May 2011, ther
was a two page feature ‘6rhe Slutwalk:
There were shots of women in their ung
clothes shouting slogansin a Boston st
as part of the neliSlutWalk"movement
The ladies were also wearing varid
catchy slogans on placards statitigs
my Hot Body—I do what | want
"Awesome Slut", "Proud Slut", "Believg
or not my Short Skirt has Nothing to [
with You"etc. TheObservercolumnist
Eva Wiseman said she will be joining |
sisters in the London march on 11th J
2011. In Toronto last month, according
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Wiseman, there were over 3,000 wonpjen

on what was really the firSlutWalk'and
there are huge protests on Facebook
other social media sites on the Interng

It all kicked off apparently becau
Police Constable Michael Sanguinettiw
talking—at their invitation—to a group

and
bt

be
as
pf

Toronto female students about street sgfety

where he said'Women should avoi
dressing like sluts in order not to be victi
ised" Now that is according to the ladi
present. So all you activists who have
more to worry about that a stupid stun
when the whole of North Africa is |
turmoil and the rest of us in econo
meltdown—go out and join the 'SlutWa
at Trafalgar Square on 11th June 201]
1pm.
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Cy’fStickie Sneer Or 'Stalinist Smear'?

A Question Of Harrisment

In the Sunday Independerthis past Methinks he doth protest too much.

27th March, Eoghan Harris evoked an Pe_luI.Sweeney's_jibe was obviously' a
inner-Party faction fight with an erstwhile Stickie sneer delivered solely as an in-
I's comrade of two decades ago:

joke for the benefit of theognoscentof
"Last Sunday morning ... | tuned into the Old Boys' network of ex-SFWP com-
Marian Finucane. My smile faded on rades, while it remame.d utterly meaning-
hearing the panel included the plummy- l€ss for the general listenership. It so
voiced Paul Sweeney ... Marian Finucane clearly lacked sufficient substance to con-
casually mentioned that | had given Eamon stitute a smear that it would have been
Gilmore a clip across the ear in my column cheerfully ignored by anyone else less
by wondering why the Tanaiste had not preoccupied with his ego. Moreover,
attacked Gaddafi on the grounds he hadHarris is also chancing his arm about his
armed the Provisional IRA. As both Gilmore o\ ever-shifting autobiograpHywould
and Sweeneyl were colleagues of mine in no more call anybody a Stalinist than |
the Workers' Party, | wondered how . .
would call them a fascist ... terms which

Sweeney would sidle past this problem. . . .
But in my wildest dreams | could not have ONly made sense in the period of Hitler,

predicted what would actually come out of Stalin ..."Really? So much for h'S name-
his mouth, and | suspect neither did he. calling of Sinn Féin asfascists"in his

Sweeney ruminated for a moment and then Sindocolumn of 6th September 2009, of
mutteredEoghan Harris ... yeah ... and his  which there are many similar examples.
love of Moscow and Josef Stalin ... Heh Heh He also 'forgets' that it was not 1989 but
... The commercial break came befor.e he 1990 when he resigned from the Workers'
could cost RTE some real money. Within papty 1t js, however, painfully obvious
w;\nSUtﬁZ IC?FfJ itnhg %ﬁ:”i&fgﬁ%gﬂgﬂg‘a that Harris is still smarting from that Party's
final rejection of his talents. In the short

Workers' Party members wondering f onl K in hi | f
whether Sweeney had finally lost both his SPace of only one week, in his column o

marbles as well as his memory. And no this past 3rd April, he further pre-dated
wonder. Because Sweeney calling me athat break when he yet again Complalned
Stalinistwas a blatant case of the pot calling that "back in 1988 he—the Tanaiste,
the kettle black. Back in 1989, | presented Eamon Gilmore—and Pat Rabbitte
the Workersf Party wit.h a document.called opposed my documeiithe Necessity of
The Necessity of Social Democradyich  gocial Democragywhich called on the

predicted the collapse of Soviet-style \norkers' Party to pack in Soviet-style
communism. The WP leadership of De socialism" y P y

Rossa, Rabbitte and Gilmore refused to
publish the pamphlet. When Eamon . .
Smullen published it anyway, we were S0, what of his latest claim—
effectively forced out of the party. proclaimed not once byt twice, since it
"In sum | left the Workers' Party in 1989 was repeated and highlighted in the form
because | publicly rejected Soviet-style ofa bold sub-heading—tHathile | called
socialism. But Sweeney supported those | myself a communist, | never had any time
and Gilmore) who professed to believe in gi5jin\as an anti-semite™? Such "creative
Soviet-style socialism for anothertwo years autobiography” does indeed leave me
when they finally saw the light and left to confused y

form Democratic Left ... Accordingly it . . ist' oh
would be a lot more reasonable for me to ~ R€garding Harris's ‘communist' phase,
Stalinist than the other way around. But | thelrish Timesof 16th December 1992,
would no more call anybody a Stalinistthan where he quoted the following from the

| would call them a fascist or a Thatcherite. letter he had unearthed from the Moscow
These terms only made sense in the periodarchives, and dated as late as 1st July
of Stalin, Hitler and Thatcher. Nowadays 1986, from the Workers' Party to the Com-

the jibe of 'Stalinist'is only made by ignorant 3 nist Party of the Soviet Union:
socialists who wrongly think a Stalinist is '

someone who supports the dictatorial
system of ‘democratic centralism'. But or
course this was the creation of Lenin, not
Stalin. Communists in the Workers' Party
simply called themselves Marxist-Leninists.
But while | certainly called myself a
communist, | never had any time for Stalin,
and for one simple reason. Stalin was an
anti-semite. And | was reared as an anti
anti-semite, and never forgot my leftist
father quoting the old adage of the German
social democratstAnti-semitism is the
socialism of fools!."

"As part of this struggle some members
of the Workers' Party recently formed Iskra
Productions ... an independent film com-
pany based in Dublin ... Iskra Productions
is a Marxist film-making enterprise which
commands this party's full support ... We
hope you can fraternally assist this
undertaking by entering discussions with
representatives of our Party and Iskra
Productions and the relevant CPSU
representative on matters of mutual interest
in the area of mass communications media
... Iskra does have a very talented team



behind it... Eoghan Harris is a veteran
television producer. He has won many
awards for his strident films ..."

Now, | do not believe for a minute
that—as distinct from the WP itself—
IskraHarris ever received a red cent from
Moscow. But this was not for want of the
WP trying so hard on his behalf, and for
Harris himself remaining on his best Soviet
behaviour for the duration of such efforts.
Forthroughoutthe 1970s and 1980s, while
I was publicly challenging the anti-semitic
propaganda of both the Soviet State and of
the WP itself, Harris's silence on such
matters was deafening while, of course,
making sound Party business sense. But
did Harris, perhaps, atthe very end, choose
to make a charge thdtalin was an anti-
semite" an issue in his exit strategy from
the WP in 1990? What exactly was it that
he had to say about Stalin in Necessity
of Social Democragyamphlet? Now | do
not wish to repeat the Gilmore/Rabbitte
suppression of what Harris believed it was
so important for him to say. But still less
will | play along with Harris's own make-
belief on the matter. So, | will quote every
criticism that Harris had to make of Stalin
in 1990, as he announced that he was no
longer d'communist; nor even 4demo-
cratic socialist’;, but was now dsocial
democrat®

"Is socialism dead? Yes or no? Yes. Sorry
for your trouble. Yours and mine. Because
no more than you do | like church bells
ringing out to celebrate the end of
communism. But there it is. Dead as door-
nails. Five socialist states are no more.

(Romania, a family dictatorship, rather than

a one party socialist state, is outside the

scope of this analysis)... Socialism died in

1989. The capitalist media tried to pretend it

had been killed by democracy, by which they

meant capitalism. But in fact it committed
suicide. Socialism in the Warsaw Pact
countries had been sick for along time. It had
lost the will to live... This system which had
survived {the Great Patriotic War of 1941-
45 against the Nazi German invasion—

only choice open to Lenin in 1920, as to way should he be held responsible for the

Stalin from 1936 onwards, facing Hitler, Free State war crimes at Ballyseedy Cross

was to dragoon and discipline or surrender gnq Killarney's Countess Bridge!
socialism and their country to an evil enemy

and sink to the level of a slave state. What This i look in E
would any of us do in these circumstances? IS Is not to overlook a certain Free

Faced with a similar choice in Ireland the State fascination with Russia, although
Free State Government resorted to statethe object of such admiration had not been
terror in 1922." Stalin. In his 1935 bookould Ireland
"To explain is not to excuse. The fatal Become CommunigEhe Gael's Blueshirt
flaw was not in the execution, but in the jdeologist, University College Cork
enterprise itself. Socialism came too soon. professor James Hogan, maintained that
Stalin was the prod_uct of_allthis. Stalip had 4e valera was no better than one who
Sete” }‘]ﬁ"o F.frmarl‘g'r.‘t‘.’aﬁ.'ons of F“S?'a' , would play the role ofireland's Keren-
actuaftact, itwas british Imperiaiism's Sou sky", providing a rather differefistepping

mate, that "prison-house of nations" and : . ;
powerhouse of anti-semitism, Tsarist stone'than that envisaged by Collins and

Russia, that had invaded Germany in 1914,Paving the way for a seizure Qf power by
with anti-Jewish pogroms central to the "Ireland's Lenin’ the Republican Con-
manner in which the Tsarist army waged gress's Peadar O'Donnell, whom Hogan
that First World War, as had been so clearly proceeded to characteriséssrpentine!’
pointed out at the time by James Connolly Just over a decade previously, Hogan had
in his polemics against what described aSpeen the Free State Army's Director of
‘the war against the German natie””  |ntelligence during the 'civil war', while
hMO'tR} was ;t alny wlc(alnder tfhat frOT 19.4?. fis brother Michael commanded that
e strung a steel necklace of puppet socialis . . .
states all across Eastern Europe to face éﬂ\rmy S force_s in Kerry at_ t_he time of the
Germany whose war criminals were being a_tbove—mentlon(_ed 1922 killings of Repub-
put onto the Atomic payroll of the Allied lican prisoners in that county—blown to
Powers? Should we be surprised that Stannsmlthereens while tethered to land-mines.
wanted an insurance policy against any Moving on to James Hogan's mindset a
future threat from a Germany that had twice couple of years later, a presumed kinsman,
{sic!} cost the Soviet Union millions of E.M. Hogan, has provided the following
lives, as well as the material means of interesting insight into an aspect of his
creating a civilised society? Who could testimony to the Committee of Inquiry

deny that even today there is a fear of Qjnto the 1924 Free State

united Germany among social democrats
and liberals?"

"Socialism survived the war. But it had
suffered severe mental and emotional dam-
age. In 1946 it stamped out of the Soviet
Union wearing the rigid mask of Stalin,
speaking a zombie jargon, brutalised by
war—and was given a hero's welcome in the
Westand imposed on Warsaw Pact countries
as the model for all systems... By 1986 the
Warsaw Pact's countries' socialism was in a
coma, brain dead and kept alive only by the
Soviet Union's millions of troops, the most
expensive life support machine on earth.
Until in 1986 Gorbachev switched it off..."

In which year, of course, Gorbachev

MO'R} at the cost of twenty million livesand  also decided that he would have no use for
beaten all foes became sick and stagnanthe WP's offer to the CPSU &trident”
because it could not meet the need of its ownHarris'dskraProductions! Having ceased
people for personal and political freedom, tg be d'communist; Harris also ceased to
for that democracy which was the whole pe an Irish Republican. He was now

meaning of the French Revolution whose
bicentenary was the year 1989..."

"But hindsight is smug sight. Given the
backwardness of Russia, the invasion of the
infant Soviet Republic by the imperialist

seeking to establish his credentials as a
Free Stater by portraying the measures
taken during the course of the so-called
‘civil war" against the Republic—

powers; given the need to industrialise at instigated and waged by the Collins-
speed, first to fight the Allied Imperialist Cosgrave-O'Higgins regime at the behest
powers and later Hitler's fascists, given the of Churchill and British Imperialism—as
imperatives of ideology, imperialism and having the same political character as
industrialisation it is hard to see from their those measures taken by Lenininresisting
viewpointhow Lenin and Stalin couldhave the war of intervention (designed to

acted otherwise. Even aside from Stalin's
personality, his cruel collectivisations and

paranoiac purges, even still there would
have been suffering on a colossal scale

strangle the young Soviet Republic at
birth) that had been waged by Churchill _ _
and the imperialist Allies, as well as those "Trotskyite" as little more than an all-

‘Army Mutiny":

"Other threats to the state, he felt, were
posed by the 'Irregulars’ and by ‘Communist
elements within Irish society'. Hogan's
testimony to the inquiry also reflected his
fascination with Russia. He had met with
Soviet officers in Paris (in early 1924) and
seems to have exchanged views on the
conditions of the Free State and Red armies.
A particular admiration for Trotsky and the
way he dealt with factionalism in the Red
Army is also evident, When asked at the
inquiry whether Trotsky's methods would
be tolerated in Irish society Hogan replied
that the methods employed were not, in
fact, that harsh. It would be interesting to
know whether he had read Trotsky's defence
of 'the Red Terror' and his argument that the
only way a revolutionary government can
defend itself from counter-revolution is
through harsh measures proportional to the
threat posed. (Leon Trotskihe defence of
terrorism: terrorism and communism: a
reply to Karl KautskyLondon, 1921) Did
Hogan apply this to conditions in the Free
State during the Civil War? It is probable,
as he was an admirer of Kevin O'Higgins
whose courage and resolve in the face of
anarchy, he believed, saved the state" (E.M.
Hogan, "James Hogan: A Biographical
Sketch", inJames Hogan: Revolutionary,
Historian and Political Scientisedited by
Donnchadh O Corrain, University College
Cork, 2000, p 11)

Since Harris continues to use the word

once the Soviet Union decided to defend taken by Stalin in the face of the rise of encompassing term of abuse, itis unlikely
socialism. And what else could it do since Hitler. But Stalin was no O'Higgins that his love affair with Free State Terror
socialism was the point of all of it? Given ("Socialism in One Free State"?), and would extendto atribute to Trotsky similar
the Allied and the Nazi attempt to batter the while he can be accused of that war crimeto that paid by Hogan, notwithstanding
shaky Soviet state back into barbarism, the against Poland perpetrated at Katyn, in nothe fact that, as noted by Anthony Cough-
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lan in the Spring 1999 issue of Histo
Ireland, Harris figures "among the man
students who were influenced by hi®%

Stalin is all we are left with. But, far from

what his recersindocolumn would have
us believe, in his 199650d that failed"
adieu to what he called "communis

Harris did notin fact make a single mentigpn

of anti-semitism on the part of anybody
all in the Soviet Union, and certainly ng
on the part of his much-discussed Stal

The one national prejudice which He

attributed to Stalin was against Germa
per se But it was a false attribution. Fo
at a time when the Soviet Union's Grg
Patriotic War was being waged on

Britain of its most powerful weapon in
warfare.

Although a staunch Protestant and anti-
Papist, Urquhart came to see the Catholic
Church as théone moral force left in

David Urquhart was the first champion Europe“and set out to convince the Vati-
of the right of'stop, search and seizure” ¢&n of the validity of his views dtstop,
and the famous opponent of the view thatS€arch; so that it would convince its
Pl nthe neutral flag covers enemy cargoes” flock of t_he same. But, e_llthough Urquha_rt

contained in the Armed Neutralities of €nteredintorelationswiththe Vatican, his
N-1780 and 1800 and the subsequent BritistEf0rts ended in failure—symbolised
acceptance of the Declaration of Paris induring the Great War by Benedict XV's
Y1856 attempts to stop the Great War by settling
, Urquhart had come to maritime affairs the question of maritime rights through a
A through a friendship with Jeremy Bentham Peace conference.

Yy
y

Naval Warfare
Part Eleven

—

ferocious scale, Stalinissued the following

order of the day on 23rd February 194
"The Red Army's aim is to drive out th

German occupants from our country and
liberate Soviet soil from the German fascist

invaders. It is very likely that the war f
liberation of the Soviet land will result i

ousting or destroying Hitler's clique. But |t

would be ridiculous to identify Hitler'

clique with the German people and the all.

German state. History shows that Hitle|
come and go, but the German people 3
the German state remain."
| write here, moreover, of an attributio
rather than an accusation, for Harris, t
new-born but short-livetsocial democrat;'

clearly identified with his own false port

trayal of Stalin in that regard, and wou
continue to do so in his next political re
incarnation as a neo-liberal free-markete
as he also went on to thoroughly immer
himselfin what he himself would descril
as"the British side of our national seifi
the Sunday Independemtf 8th August
2004. So it was that, in that self-san
column, Harris could get his juices goir
by rejoicing in not just one, butftwo big
wars against Germansis he exultantly,
evoked the 191Baily Mail headline in
respect of Michael O'Leary VC*Killed
Eight Germans" Yet Rudyard Kipling
suggested, with approval, that at least g
ofthose O'Leary killings being celebrate
by Harris had, in fact, been a war crime
the killing of a German soldier attemptin
to surrender, butwhom O'Leary could n
be bothered to escort back as a prisor
of-war. (For a more detailed argume
against Harris's Germanophobic myoyq
in respect of O'Leary, s@svw.ballingeary
hs.com/for my articleMichael O'Leary,
Kuno Meyer and Peadar O Laoghaiie
the 2004 issue of thHgallingeary Histori-
cal Society Journal Harris had proclaim-
ed that'to explain is not to excuseihd
then proceeded to invoke the 20 millig
Sovietwar dead of 1941-45 as'arplana-

tion" of his own line on Germany Whicm famous enthusiast).
d

he misleadingly projected on to Stalin a
which has been shown to have no basi
historical fact. But what on earth c3
explain, still less excuse, Harris's an
German blood-lust in respect of th
carnage of 1915?

Manus O'Riordan

& who kindled in him an interestin the East. Urquhart saw théfright of stop and

J On the suggestion of Bentham he went offSearch”as a Natu'ral Right, fundamental
“on Lord Byron's Greek revolutionary to the_ Law of Nations. In a speech to the
adventure against the Ottoman Empire, Whittingham Club made on 20th January
sailing with Lord Dundonald and helping 1862 some of the flavour of his argument

to suppress a mutiny on board ship on theS revealed:
Way.pp Y P "l said there are some men who have

But having fought against the Ottomans designed to barter away the trident of

England. These men work to upset the
he then found he preferred the Turks after Iavx?s. Our work is to create for thopse laws

defenders. It is not a case that has to be
expounded, but men that have to be found.
I have now to connect the power of England
with the law. The law | mean is that of the
Ten Commandments. There is no other law
upon earth. All that you hear of as law—the
law of Parliament—even the common law
of the land, is mere application, direction,
instruction, modification; sometimes,
indeed, applying to the just fulfilment of the
law—at other times not so. The law of the
Ten Commandments—the dictate of God—
can be violated by the community only in
those three items of which | have already
made enumeration, namely, “Thou shalt
not steal; Thou shalt not kill; Thou shalt not
bear false witness”.

"No state in its aggregate capacity com-
mits wrong against another state without
breaking these three commandments. We
cannot commit an act of injustice against
France, or any other state, without either
using the threat or executing the threat of
killing" (The Free Seas in War, pp.50-1).

s Whilstin Istanbul Urquhart developed
ndhis belief that the Russians posed the
greatest threat to England and he went on
h to popularise the idea that, if the Russians
heever took Constantinople, they would gain
access to the Mediterranean and threaten
English maritime dominance. This idea
d persisted in England until the 1907
- Agreement with Russia which, by leading
erto the promise of Constantinople to the
seCzar in return for his Army to fight Ger-
e many, overturned the best part of a century
of British Foreign Policy.

Urquhart became friends with William
he IV, who had been an Admiral before he
g became King, and convinced him of his

views with regard to Russia and Constanti-
nople. The friendship meant Lord Palmer-
ston became obliged to make him Secretary
to the British Embassy at Constantinople;
against his better judgement (Urquhart

newvas a vocal critic of Lord Palmerston's )
d tricky diplomacy). Urquhart saw the rights of search and

Whilst at the Embassy in Istanbul, seizure of enemy goods on neutral ships
g Urquhart set about drafting a Treaty that @S being inherent in the doctrine of sove-
ot would have crushed the Russian corn tradel€ignty- He believed that England was the
erwhich he viewed as threatening the British uardian of rights on the sea and the main
ht market by cheapening the cost of food in ISSU€ was the strengthening of this guard-
ia England. ianship and not its dilution, which could
In Istanbul Urquhart apparently went Only lead to chaos. N
native, and lived the life of an Ottoman _ForUrquhartwarrepresentedajudicial
pashaand it was said he even kepta haremsentence against the enemy mvolvmg_the
for a time. And from this metamorphosis, 1ght to seize his goods as well as the right
he helped popularise the Turkish bath int0 ill him. As such it was thtlesser of
England (which, interestingly, had Tommy WO évils"and it would be ridiculous to
n Bowles, the other advocate of a more claim the ultimate right of destroying the

vigorous Royal Navy, as its other most €Ne€my's existence when denying oneself
the right to seize his property. The right of

seizure was, therefore, inherent in the

Lin On his return to England Urquhart Sovereign rights of nations, with England

n became the independent MP for Staffordas trustee.

i- and served on Foreign Affairs Committees  Urquhart argued that the right of stop

e from 1838 to 1863 where he championedand search was derived from @ensolato
the "right of stop, search and seizute" del Mare—maritime and commercial law

saying that the abandonment of this robbedof the 13th century, applied in Byzantium,



Jerusalem and the Scandinavian countries. Urquhart also described how England
Although England was not included in refused to let maritime law be discussed at
this set of laws Urquhart saw the samethe Congress of Vienna in 1815—which
contained in the laws of Elizabethan swept away all existing Contracts and
England. Treaties. So Urquhart's argument was that

Urquhart recounted how Queen Eliza- the "right of stop and search"which
beth | had written a letter to the Polish England had established in the world prior
Ambassadorwhen he had protested againgo the war of 1793 to 1815, a war in which
the seizure of goods in Polish ships andshe had upheld this principle against the
lectured him about realities: attempts at Armed Neutrality, remained

"For your part, you seem indeed to us, to in force as the Law of Nations.

have read many books; butyetto havelittle  Urgquhart was of the opinion that "Inter-

understanding of politics. For whereas, you national Law could never replace such a

so often, in your oration, make mention of fndamental as the Law of Nations. And

the Law of Nations, you mustknowthat, in e 4y the Declaration of Paris'as act

the time of war betwixt kings, it is lawful of suicide"for England andtreason"by

for the one party to intercept the assistance T
and succours sent to the other, and to take?"Y Minister of the Crown who supported

care that no damage may grow thereby to't: )

himself. This, we say, is agreeable to the One of the chief arguments that
law of nature and of nations, and hath beenUrquhart used against the Declaration of
often practised, not by us alone, but also by Paris centred around Lord Clarendon's
the kings of Poland and Sweden, inthe warsuse of the Crown's power of prerogative to
which they have had with the Muscovites." sign up to the Declaration, without the

should the Declaration of Paris not be
reversed before the contingency arises of
another War...

"By reason of the love of mankind we
propose... to enact that war shall henceforth
be carried on solely by means of bloodshed,
and no longer by distraining goods... Now
England being a Maritime State, a great
Maritime State, and only a Maritime State,
is under no necessity to spill blood or expend
treasure to coerce her enemy. She can do so
by distraining his goods, and thus making
the war supportitself, when carried on, as it
need only be, by Privateers who seize the
vessels, and judges who condemn them;
whilst, on the other hand, she has no military
force to land upon the shores of the United
States, of Russia, of Prussia, of Austria,
France, or Spain, so that the maxim of
sparing enemy's property, disguised under
the term “private property”, could only be
logical as flowing from a particular hatred
of England” (pp.1-6)

In 1874, in the aftermath of the Franco-

After the Queen, her Ministers put the Seeking of Parliamentary approval (or Prussian War, David Urquhart published
Ambassador straight: indeed the signature of the Queen). Naval Power Suppressed By The Maritime

" He was afterwards told by her Council,

So when, in 1866, W.H. Gregory, the StatesThis book argued that France owed

consisting, amongst others, of the two MP for Galway, sought to extend it into its defeat in this war to the fact that it was

Cecils, that to intercept succours sentto thelaw in the British Parliament, Urquart deterred fromusing its naval power against
enemy was not against the Law of Nations, publishedThe Declaration of Paris. A Prussia by the Declaration of Paris.

seeing it was ordained by Nature that every | etter To Mr. Gregory On His Motion Of Urquhart believed that France, which had
one should defend himself; and this is notapMarch 2, 1866, For Sparing Private agreatnaval superiority over Prussia, had
written law, but born and bred inus'He  property in War At SeaHere are some effectively fought the watwith only her

Free Seas in Wap.56).

According to Urquhartitwas Frederick
the Great who first claimetfree ships
make free cargoesis aright, in 1753—

a few years before he became an ally of
England in the Seven Years War. The
legal opinion given in London against
Frederick (and the Danes and Scandina-
vians who supported his view) was as
follows:

"When the powers are at war they have a
right to make prizes of the ships, goods, and
effects of each other upon the high seas,
whatever is the property of the enemy may
be acquired by capture at sea, but the prop-
erty of afriend cannot be taken, provided he
observed his neutrality. Hence the Law of
Nations is established that the goods of an
enemy on board the ship of a friend may be
taken; that the lawful goods of a friend on
board the ships of an enemy ought to be
restored; that contraband goods going to
the enemy, though the property of a friend,
may be taken as prize because supplying
the enemy with what enables him better to
carry on the war is a departure from
neutrality.

"By the Maritime Law of Nations,
universally and immemorially received,
there is an established method of determin-
ation whether the capture be or be not
lawful prize. Before the ships or goods be
disposed of by the captor, there must be a
regular judicial proceeding, wherein both
parties may be heard, and condemnation
thereupon as prize in a Court of Admiralty,
judging by the Law of Nations and of
treaties. The proper and regular court for
these condemnations is the court of that
State to whom the captor belongdhé
Free Seas in Wapp.60-1).

extracts: left hand" on a battleground that greatly

"The QUEEN, since her accession, has advantaged the Prussians. He suggested
evinced a careful and judicious anxiety that, if the French navy had blockaded
to... secure the rights and WeII-being of her Prussia’ ruined her commerce, or made
People. To advise her to forego the right ymphibjous landings on the Prussian
and d‘:ty ?‘;hse'z'”g and fcﬁ”f'sccat'”g the coasts, the Prussian army would have
property of the enemies of her Crown, war . ;
being declared, is to assume upon her partb_een unab_le to concentrate its efforts as it
the felonious design of abandoning the only g'd and win Fhe war. He suggested that
means by which England has attained to "the capitulation of Paris in 1871 was the
greatness, or can preserve existence... Thatesult of the Declaration of Paris in 1856".
to propose such a resolution to the House of It was Urquhart's view that England
Commons is to assume in that body a totalhad a hand in the defeat of France, for
ignorance of the Laws and of history...  Balance of Powereasons. Urquhart

“The assumption of the Resolution, recounts thata dispatch of Lord Granville,
namely, that the sparing of British property reminding France of their duties under the
by our enemy will compensate to Great o |aration of Paris, had the effect of
Britain for the sparing of enemies' property disabling the French response to Germany

by her, is manifestly fallacious even if . - .
established by enactments, and even irand deterring the French from using their

carried into effect by practice, since England Maritime powerTo make war is not the
has no means of coercion against greatonly means of prostratinga country and...
States, save in the superiority of her a Minister can by writing a letter, ruin an
Maritime Power, which can only be brought ally and do so without the knowledge of
to bear upon them by the seizure of their his victim and of his own countr{.13).
property at sea, through which she can

a_mnihilate theircomme_rce, extinguish th_eir Urquhart's 1874 book also took a
finances, and force their fleets from behind oo htic| view of the Crimean War, from
their batteries intothe opensea. . SUIOpOSIngWhich the Declaration of Paris originated
the contrary to be true, namely, that the . g .
counter-cession of the Right of Seizure H€ viewed the war as a phoney war in
would compensate to England for the loss Which England and France pretended to
ofits exercise, then, and on that very account,come to the aid of the Turks—but instead
the cession by Foreign Powers would not had different intentions entirely in the
be made, and, if made, would not be region. These intentions had been inten-
observed; for the sanction of all Treaties sified by Czar Nicholas's attempt to con-
depends upon the power of enforcing them, yince Sir Hamilton Seymour, the British
of which England will have denuded ampassador in St Petersburg, that the
herself... My motive in addressing you... Ottoman Empire was on the point of

springs from my inability to dissociate o
mpyse?f from theyState, a);]d the ruin that collapse. He had told the British Ambas-

must fall upon myself and upon my family continued on page 30, column 3
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night, and for the day confirmed to fastin McCreavy and Bertie Ahern—who fol-
fires, till the foul crimes done in my days lowed the free-spending pseudo-economy

Does of nature are burnt and purged away" theorythat a State can spend its way out of

It The questions of Shakespeare's relig-a depression. A State can no more spend
Stack ious convictions is once again upsetting its way out of a depression than an un-

Up the academic apple-cart and forcing aemployed person can spend their way into

2 rethink of his work. The emerging truth is ajob. Whenin 2006 and 2007, those in the
that the greatest dramatist in the Englishknow could see that the economy was
language had deeply-held Catholic going down they talked of a soft landing
convictions which inspired and shaped and their talk persuaded most people to

/'T'I(r]E;F)SEr?aRliespeare myths are powerfullyh's art. look at their holiday sites while the Public
embedded in the English Protestant mind. Service looked after themselves, ably
Any mild reference to a Shakespeare myth NAMA Storm  helped by that part of them that are the

will produce an outbreak of defensive  Like a passing thunderstorm NAMA Ppoliticians. Enormous pay increases were
vituperation. Leaving aside the identity or iS, as designed, rolling onwards; thunder-take_”-_ Huge expense accounts were
identities of the great playwright(s) and ing now loudly, now faintly, into the dis- Maximised and great pensions were setup
the somewhat tenuous connections withtance; carrying with it the secrets of who index-linked to continuing pay increases
that great money-earner Stratford-on- really was borrowing whatand fromwhich in that sector. Brian Lenihan continued
Avon and the apparent lack of any library banker. There has been some fallout, asirthe trend enthusiastically without any
of books used by such an erudite scholar—the occasional rain shower from a thunder-regard for the welfare of the economy or
there is the question of the playwright's cloud but mostly the cloud is intact so to the taxpayers. .
Catholicism. Undoubtedly, William speak, and it will disappear rumbling ~Maybe "enthusiastically” is not quite
Shakespeare the actor was indeed a gredtently over the horizon with the taxpayers' the right word. Brian Lenihan was a sick
actor. Also no one questions the possibility money. man, and he should never have been
that he was a superb director and producer It need not have been like that. The ~ @Ppointed by Brain Cowenand, even after
of plays. But whoever wrote the plays was State was guaranteeing the smaller deposit- the appointment, he should have resigned
a man of genius. ors up to €100,000 and that was enough. O been removed from the job when he
Shakespeare's father John in his lasfThere was no need for the State (i.e. the ~ WaS récéving life-saving medical treat-
Willand Testament professed his Catholic taxpayers) to guarantee whole banks. The ~ Ment. Brian Cowen is an intelligent man
faith. Shakespeare's mother was a Catholidanks should have been left to the capitalist and he knew what it takes and he wilfully
as was his patron the Viscountess Mag-system which well knew how to deal with ~ PUt Brian Lenihan into the job and kept
dalen Montagne. The plays have manythem. The banks were and are experts in him there while the economy and the State
positive references to Catholic charactersdealing with defaulters. The State formerly ~ finances and the banks collapsed.
even though in his time itwaspularand ~ had two banks, The Agricultural Credit After the Bank crises which broke into
politicto portray Catholics as villains—as Corporation and The Industrial Credit ~ the public domain in September 2008,
in today's modern Ireland. Even Shake-Company Ltd, but it sold them off years ~ Brian Lenihan with the approval of the
speare's’ Catholic clergy are shown in aago. The thing the State should have done Cabinetguaranteed all the banks, pledging
positive light which for those times was in 2008 was to set up a new State Bank, so us all to virtual economic slavery foryears
incredibly iconic. Father Owen Gorman as to give credit to businesses and let the 0 come and then some. And then nothing.
wrote that Friar Laurence Romeo and old Bank of Ireland, AIB and Anglo-Irish There were days and Wee!(s and monthsin
Julietis no villain but is referred to by the Bank rise or fall in the capitalist system, 2009 and 2010 when nothing was done for
prince as'a holy man" Likewise Friar ~That was not done and now the Irish  Iréfand. The people hoped—many now in
Francis inMuch Ado about Nothing a  economy is in ashambles and will remain ~ increasing disbelief that something was
man of deep moral integrity coming to the so far into the foreseeable future. being done behind the scenes but as we
defence of the wrongly accused maiden, What can be done now and what mustnow know—nothing was being done
Hero, who was thought to be unfaithful. be done is for the State to stop borrowing€xcept perhaps a botched cover-up. The
The other sacraments of the Catholicto meet current expenditure. Why should Finance Minister, the Cabinet and the
Church also figure in a coded way in the taxpayer be shoved deeper and deepédpail and Seanad took the same Easter and
Shakespeare's plays. The ghost of Hamlet#1to debt to pay current expenditure we Summer holidays as if no crises were
father laments to his son that he wascannot afford? It has to stop. The moneyhappening. Brian Lenihan all this time,
murdered'unhouse'led ..... unanel'd; no has run out and when the money has rurive were givento understand, was receiving
reckoning made, but sent to my accountout the only justification for continued treatment for his pancreatic cancer. And
with all my imperfections on my head" spending is a prospective future increaseon those occasions when he did come into
According to the scholar Paul Voss, this inincome. There is no realistic prospect of the Department of Finance, orders were
refersto the deprivations of the sacramentgn increase in the State's income nor inplaced before him to sign. Orders which
of the Catholic Church'unhous'led” Local Authority income. Logically, in- authorisedincreasesinwages and salaries
(means without the Euchariginanel'd”  comes all around will decrease for a few @nd bonuses for senior public servants and
(means without annointing in Extreme Yearsasthe economic bubble settles dowrsenior executives in semi-State companies.
Unction),"no reckoning made{without ~ and as some more jobs and incomes disBrian Lenihan confirmed recently that
confession and absolution). Reading it in@ppear. Then there will be some years ofthese salaries would have come before
the light that Shakespeare's audience’€-organising the economy and then therehim for his signature but he says he cannot
would, the sense of tragedy and injusticeWill be along slow rise to amoderate level remember. Loss of memory has been a
associated with the murder would be thusOf economic activity. If ever the economy convenient pleading by Ministers since

intensified. rises up to the levels of 1995 -2005 watchJack Lynch used it about the arms imports

The ghost of Hamlet's father is also the Out! It means another bubble will in- in that so-called "Arms Crisis". And of
character used by Shakespeare to alert hi§Vitably burst upon us again. course all this signing is strongly reminis-
audiences to the Catholic doctrine of centof Bertie Ahern signing blank cheques
purgatory. In Act 1, Scene V, the ghost Brian Lenman  Which he did early on his career, and then
tells Hamlet:"| am thy father's spirit, Brian Lenihan was the fourth Minister ©f cOUrse not remembering!!

doomed for a certain term to walk the for Finance—after Brian Cowen, Charles  As a result of this awful mismanage-



ment —to use the mildest name for it—
the State isnow saddled with this enormous
range of huge salaries. Some of them are
twice what the Taoiseach earns. The head
of An Post is on €500,000 a year and that
is only one example. And pensions to
match and so even if the situation was to
be fixed today and retire them all, they
would be hanging like an albatross around
our necks for the next thirty or forty years
on these enormous pensions. It was and is
a con job done by the aforesaid four
Ministers but hugely by Brian Lenihan—
ontheIrish taxpayer. And then, when they
knew the game was up, Ireland was sold
down the river to the ECB/IMF/EU in
November 2010.

TURFCUTTERS
Would you fancy a day on the bog? In
the months of May and June with the sun
shining and the larks flying high overhead,

the bees gently droning as they worked on

the Marsh Gentians making honey—it

has always been traditional to spend afew’

days on the bog, cutting turf for the next
Winter's fires at the homestead. It was
heavy man's work with thslean but
women and children of the family helped
with footing the turf in neat rows to dry
out. It was part of our culture. But no

more. The EU has decreed that no more

turf will be cut and the bogs are to be
preserved. A tiny minority of urban do-
gooders have got their way after intruding
into a rural way of life they wouldn't know

The Turfcutters will be compensated |n then from the Trade Unions—who also gave
money. Is the money for the purpose [ofhim employment for 11 years. Now that he
buying alternative fuel? Coal will add tp is a man of means and has many friends who
Ireland's imports which again harn|s are men of means, he cheerfully spits on
Ireland's economy. A re-run of the Irigh those who helped him in the past.
sugar beetindustry all over again—againBtince Albert of Monaco recently visited
our own interests we went for the impgrt Ireland. He was portrayed as an all-round
option because our politicians and yes|—nice person—never mind that he provides a
our farmers—were too short-sighted fotax haven for no end of shady customers.
think about our long-term future economjc Thelrish IndependerfL1th April] reported:

viability. Already we see from the Col
McCarthy Report that the sell-off of oUr
Irish forests and bogs is going ahead. S

"Tanaiste and Foreign Affairs Minister
Eamon Gilmore has insisted he did not know

it Prince Albert of Monaco attended a contro-

was never about conservation—was |7 Versialdinnerwith Michael Lowry and Mich-

As Coillte and Bord na Mona—now to
amalgamated as 'BioEnergy' sell off opr
trees and peat, we will truly see the awful
results of that ECB/IMF deal.

Before the last Election, the outgoirjg
Government in the dying days of its re
—gave out licences to a number of mulfi-
national companiesto drill test bores
searching for gas and oil deposits in the
hale beds under various parts of o

ael Fingleton during his visit to Ireland last
week. The dinner took place in the K Club,
which is owned by Dr Smurfit and is where
Prince Albert usually stays when he comes to
the country on private visits. Also on the
guest list were disgraced TD Mr Lowry, the
former Fine Gael minister officially repri-
manded in the Dail the previous week fol-
lowing the Moriarty Tribunal report, and Mr
Fingleton, the former Irish Nationwide chief."

\Fhe Croke Park Agreementis being opposed
country” The new Government promised by senior executives in both the public and

to rescind all these—stating that if we eprivate sectors. In exchange for no reduction
atourist-oriented economy, the very natyrelN Pay and no compulsory redundancies, the
of such activity would kill our wholesom¢ Unions have agreed to a change in working

food/and wild landscape/seascape tpPractices and an acceptance of a reduction in
one fell swoop. The Fine GaellLabo ¢ staff through voluntary redundancies and
Government seems now to be forgetti natural wastage. These measures need active

those promises and say they are hampdregfganisation at the top. This has not been
by deals already set in legal stone. Th rdorthcoming because the executives are

is no such thing as the latter—why dof't attempting to sabotage the process. Here is
they read our Constitution—it does n twhat Foreign Affairs Minister, Labour's Pat

cover deals done by crooks and pi k-Rabbitte, had to say about the matter:

if it hit them on the fiségThe giant turf-
cutting machines of Bord na Ména may
have overdone the cutting but that sort of
industrialised cutting was coming to an
end in any event—the giant machines
were running out of space. But why did
the ban on turf-cutting have to apply . . .

family turf-cutters using hand-held tool EdltOfl&' DIgESt
Why does a culture have to be so needlegshe South

destroyed? Corporate donationsto political parties and

pockets. They'd wantto listen to the people

or we'll be having our very own "Sprin

movement" one of these days.
Michael Stack ©

"There have been opportunities during the
boom—even opportunities when the unions
were proffering changes that might profitably
be made—and management in the public
service were backward in coming forward. If
they didn't come to the table and do their job
in terms of devising smarter ways of working,
devising changes that ought to be implement-
ed, restructuring the working week, all that
kind of thing, itwould be very difficult for any
minister to effectthe changes that quite frankly

The same EU reasoning was applieq 1. gidates are to be banned, according to theve need" (Irish Times, 12th Apri).

fishing—just because giant trawlersof

Irish) were over-fishing, the EU banngd
allfishing—even small rowing boat fishe}-
men! What an awful bureaucratic monster,; the Trade Unions. Then, on 7th April,

the EUis, crashing and blundering through 5,6 Leader Eamon Gilmore announced,
our countryin mindless destructiveness. it \voyid seem unilaterally, thatDonations

Ah—I hear you ask—what about the r Stfrom trade unions will be included in that
of the EU? Well from my sailin

experiences, | can tell you with absoldte

truth, having seen the evidence before énly 5% ofthe Labour Party's income, though
own eyes—the French, the Spanish gn onations of about €2,500 to the campaign

the Portuguese are all busily out ev Yhnds of union members standing can be a
week-day with their little boats and a ef / €

. . ! reat help."
doing a roaring trade. So where is the FU* From now on, only individual donations

handicapping system involved there? Lt pe allowed. But at least both Trade Union
me further enlighten you and say that th

EUdarenottouchthese fishermen becaysgyefinite interests. This is impossible with
they have proper politicians who monitbrjgiviqual donations. In America, corpora-
any interference with their way of doing (ions give individual executives money to donate

legislation. Theywill be treated as corporate
donations. At the moment they account for

@nd corporate donations were traceable to

Kenny Coalition. After this announcemenfinti-Union.  The same issue of the paper
several people in the Labour Party werefeéported on the anti-union stance of local
saying that this wouldn't and shouldn't applyand foreign employers:

"Multinational companies and some of the
country's largest indigenous employers will
be forced to recognise unions under planned
legislation. But employers' group IBEC
claimed last night that thousands of jobs would
be lost if the Government pushed through
with the laws to make engaging with unions
compulsory. Major multinational employers,
such as Intel, prefer to deal directly with
employees on staffing issues through emp-
loyee representative associations, made up of
employees rather than union officials.

"More than 140,000 workers are employed in
foreign companies operating here and a further
100,000 workers are employed in jobs supporting
these firms. An internal IBEC document, seen by
the Irish Independenthas been drawn up in
opposition to a measure in the new Programme for

business. And try telling the French whatag ng one knows where it is coming from. Governmentthat could transformworkplace negoti-
they arenotallowed to do and their ruthlegs, note on Gilmore. He got where he is today  ation. In the message, the employer's group warns
response (which | so admire!) is to put artly through monies raised first by the that a 'rush towards the radical and dangerous
everything on fire and scare the bejasugyficial IRA (many of whose members direction of collective bargaining with unions
out of everyone. languished for years in jail as a result), and would turn foreign investors away and cost jobs."
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These proposed new policies will dilufe
standards of spatial planning, design 4

NICC continued

giving economic considerations determinfng
weight in granting approval confers dirgct
accountability on the decision making
process.
Other recent approvals which have bgen
taken in the Lisburn area contrary to stfict
planning policy—such as the Dobbins garglen
centre on the Saintfield Road and the hotel
approvalinthe Green Belt at Hillhall Road— . : .
further emphasise how economic consig er_geglcl)(na_l hMgmf\e/st_o flor_”l\lbl. _UIste:j_Tovlv '
ations are being given determining weight peakwith One Voice“will be Immediately

and further question any need for PP ogundermined if economic consideratiofls
and PPS24 become the decisive (and divisive) factorgn

allowing out of town shopping centres.
Ultimately the adoption of these u

| ._necessary policies will furthertip the balange
The Labour Party contends that therg isj, tayour of the private developer and awj

no need for these policies and that they Will o opiectors, local communities, the widgr
simply be used to override establisfled ,jic “interest and the environmerf,
planning policy as the norm, rather than the iy iarly as there remains no right of thifd

exception. arty appeal
If determining economic weight is given party appeal.

to socially unacceptable and environmgnt-  Please ensure that this submissio
ally damaging developments, like somej of brought to the attention of the incomi
those mentioned above, they will become Environment Committee.

Pat Muldowney

to strengthen the argument to retain da

enforcement would otherwise have bq
appropriate and will introduce further i
consistency and lack of accountability i
the decision making process.

The recently launched initiative to ens e
the viability of ailing town centres “Fhe

ConausoN

more prevalentand more readily acceptable.

Commons”,

- notes that no action has been taken
this matter by the British Government and
calls directly upon the British Government
to comply with the request of Dail Eireanjn
and mandates An Taoiseach Enda Kenny t
press this matter with the British Prime
Minister David Cameron.

REPORT

Sinn Fein pulled off something of a coup
by having the following motion debated in
the Dail on 17th May, the day the Queen of
England arrived in Ireland. The motion
repeated an earlier motion which the Dail
passed in July 2008, and it was again
passed unanimously

Dail Motion on Dublin-
Monaghan bombings

Gerry Adams, Michael Colreavy, Sean Crow
Pearse Doherty, Dessie Ellis, Martin Ferr
Péadraig Mac Lochlainn, Mary Lou McDonald,
Sandra McLellan, Jonathan O'Brief,
Caoimhghin O Caolain, Aengus O Snodaigh
Brian Stanley, Peadar Téibin].

MoTioN

That Dail Eireann, recalling the motion it O SvopaiGH
adopted unanimously on 10 July 2008 which  Releasing news on the motion on 13th Mgy,

- noted “the interim and final reports of A€ngus O Snodaigh said:
the sub-Committee of the Joint Committee “...This motion reiterates the all-part
on Justice, Equality, Defence and Women's resolution of 10th July 2008 which called
Rights on the report of the Independent on the British Government to release all
Commission of Inquiry into the Dublin- files relating to the Dublin and Monaghgn
Monaghan Bombings and the three related bombings. It is widely believed that th
Barron Reports, including the Inquiry into attack, involving the greatest loss of life pf
the Bombmg of Kay's Tavern, Dundalk, any incident in the conflict, was carried ot
and commends the sub-Committee for its  Withthe involvement of British intelligence].
work™;

- urged “the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland to allow access by an independent,
international judicial figure to all original
documents held by the British Government
relating to the atrocities that occurred in
this jurisdiction and which were inquired
into by Judge Barron, for the purposes of
assessing said documents with the aim of
assisting in the resolution of these crimes”;

- and directed “the Clerk of the Dail to
communicate the text of this Resolution,
together with copies of the aforementioned
reports, to the House of Commons of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, with a request that the
matter be considered by the House of

wn o

the motion receiving unanimous backirlg
from all parties and it is for this reason t

call and are urging An Taoiseach Eng¢la
Kenny to press this matter directly wi
British Prime Minister David Cameron.
“With the Queen of England having begn
invited to visit the State on the anniversary
of the bombings it will be rightly seen b
many to be insensitive and offensive. The
Government were very quick to issue the
invitation which we would see as prematuye
However they must now use the opportun
to speak directly to the British Queen and

to the bombings...."

“To date no action has been taken despite

d

environmental protection. Theywillbeu dl\I aval Warfare
g-

ing unauthorised developments whefe )

by sador,'we have a sick man on our hands,

concluded

amanwhois seriously ill; itwill be a great

o Misfortune if he escapes us one of these

days, especially before all the arrange-
ments are made".

The "arrangements'the Czar had in
mind were for the sharing out of the Otto-
man Empire by the European Powers,
with Constantinople going to himself. But
England was most unwilling to see the
Russians down at Constantinople and,
instead of a sharing of Ottoman spoils,
they wenttowar inthe Crimea with Russia.

Urquhart thought that the Turks were
more than a match for the Russians, both
onland and sea, but he felt that the Turkish
Navy had been prevented by the British
from rescuing a fleet of Turkish ships at
Sinope, whichwas subsequently destroyed

isby the Imperial Russian Navy in the Black

Sea.

This event had the effect of justifying
British intervention in the conflict and led
to British and French occupation of the
Gallipoli peninsular. Urquhart wondered
why, if there was really a war with Russia

Onpeing fought, the main concentration of

forces was not directed at Sevastopol.
And he saw the subsequent conflict that
developed in the Crimea as something of
an afterthought andeharade.

Urquhart pointed to the fact that Britain
refused to deploy its naval might against

' Russia to end the war quickly—as it had

always done in the past. Considerable
damage could have been done to Russia,

» and she would have been bankrupted very

quickly if the Royal Navy had been given
its steam. However, inexplicably, trade
was allowed to persist between English
merchants and Russia and Russian com-
merce went about its business through its
own and neutral shipping unhindered by
the British Fleet.

Urquhart believed that England and
France combined to establish a foothold at
Constantinople using the Russian threat
as an excuse. But, in combining, they
signed the Declaration of Paris to protect
themselves against each other and maintain
their lucrative trades with Russia. This

we are taking the opportunity to restate tiat Was because, both realised that this was a

war of convenience and that either party
might suddenly desert the other and ally
with the Russians instead. This prompted
Lord Hebbert to sajwe were in accord
with our enemy but not with our ally".

For Urquhart this desire to protect their
lucrative commerce was the real reason
behind the betrayal at Paris of maritime
power that was disastrous for France in

David Cameronwhen he arrives on Wedngs- 1871 and would be disastrous to England
day and urge themto release the files relatingin the future.

Pat Walsh



environmental protection. ments above achieving balanced com
These policies are short sighted ahdities, not to mention all the other serig
will pose a real threat to the longer tejm breaches of planning policy and damj
economic recovery of Northern Ireland which approval of this developmentwo
by eroding our social, cultural, built and have caused.
natural heritage assets. Furthermorej the FirstMinister Robinson's active supp
facility already exists for Ministers anfl for permitting development of the Kno
Planning Service to take decisions bagedGolf Club site, a protected Green B¢
on economic considerations, and there prdurther demonstrates this party's eager

NICC MOTION

PRESS RELEASE

Private Agenda In
Northern Economy

The Northern Ireland Constituency
Council approved the following motion, to
be submitted to the 64th Conference of
the Labour Party, to be held on April 16-18
at Galway University

many recent examples, some of which {
given below and many of which represd
poor planning decisions.

These factors alone should stand &
warning to the public on the dangers

MoTioN

Conference notes with concern, the f3
that despite the Northern Ireland Assemt
having the opportunity to use the 10 y¢
Investment Strategy for Northern Irelar
2008-2018 (ISNI), with planned exper
diture of £20bn for infrastructure project
to tackle the damage done by the econo
recession, it has ceded its democratic rgle making will be based on prioritising econ
to the unelected Strategic Investmentmic considerations over other establish
Board. This body, established as a cprplanning policies. The purpose is to ma
pany limited by guarantee and sponsoredhese considerations the norm rather th
by the Office of the First and Deputy Fir$t the exception.
Ministers, represents the narrow interests  This should give the public and thos
of the private sector and remains weddedelected and charged with looking after
to the discredited dogma of Privatisatign interests real cause for concern.
and the Public Finance Initiative/Publi
Private Partnership (PFI/PPP) approach
to delivery of public services. Confererjce

ctWhy are such policies actually required
lythe Department is already able to gi
ar determining weightto economic conside
d ations in decision making and is active
- employing this tool?

5,  The answer clearly lies in a pure

Py

CoNTEXT
The promotion of these PPS's rep

introducing these new planning policies.

hreto setaside strict planning and environ
nttal controls in favour of development

5 a The introduction of these propos

if such development and its questions
e public benefits upon a community clea
r- and vehemently opposed to such a p
ly osal. The fact that the Department

pushing ahead with this approval furt

D- ing weight, without having to introdud
ednew policiesto make it easier to under
keestablished planning policy and t
arpublic's voice.
In May 2009, when lobbying faileq
e Minister Wilson railroaded through ani
ts conceived Ministerial Statement aimed
giving economic considerations preq

However, embarrassingly for the Minist
esa subsequent legal challenge quashed

calls on the NI Assembly parties to r¢- ents the latest step in a concerted attefnpBtatement, declaring it illegal, and o

examine the priorities in the Programnpe by successive DUP Ministers to undermi
for Governmentin line with the particuldr and unduly influence established planni
demands of the current economic crigispolicies in favour of private developer
and to implement the Investment Stratepyusually at the expense of the wider pub
in a manner that best benefits the logalinterest and environment.

heagain thwarting the DUP's attempts
5, could ride rough shod over wider pub
icand environmental concerns.

No doubt the costs of the ensuing judid

respective of the long term consequendg

of planning policies, PPS23 and PPSE
would make it much easier to force throUg

y emphasises that the facility already exjp
igolitical desire to ensure that decisipn to give economic considerations deter

hgensure that private economic intergg

dence over established planning policigs

economy and which factors in the added The shameless lobbying of Envirof- review, which went against the DOE, wdye

value of elements such as ensuring sustinment Minister Wilson on behalf of privat
ability by improving the skills base through developers and his public criticism of h
apprenticeships and appropriate training.own Planning Service staff for daring
refuse developments such as the Aur
NICC Submission direction now being actively pursued i
his successor, Minister Poots.

PRESS RELEASE It was widely acknowledged that th

s Recently Minister Poots rashly claim
o thatitwas no secrethe witse developerd
prafriend” and his avid promotion of PPS

Building in Belfast, set the scene for the and PPS24 would seem to indicate

y thisisindeedthe case. However, as

e there continues to be scope for either
d Minister or the Planning Service to ovs

Aurora development, if approved, wou
have had a damaging impact on the socig
deprived local community of Sandy Ro
failed to respect the setting of the adjoini
listed building, and failed to meet t
standard of accommodation set by
Northern Ireland Housing Executive.
Yet the Minister of the Environme
ts still attempted to bully his staff intg
f granting permission.
d  Setting aside the fact that NIHE would n
PPS24—Economic Consideration&/e | have been able to house any of its clients
contend that these proposed policies arehe building because the level of accommg
devised solely to enable development thatation to be provided did not meetits standa
would normally be unacceptable in we understand that the developer refug
planning, social and environmental terms. point blank to recognise that there was
The first is a charter for developers o identified housing need in the area.
buy planning permission. Both of the:[l We understand too that. with the supp
fundamentally undermine existing plan- of the Minister, he attempted to shirk
ning policies aimed at ensuring orderly obligations undeiPPS 12—Housing i
social and spatial development and Settlementsy placing economic argu

IRISH LABOUR PARTY RESPONSETO
DRAFT PPS 23anD PPS 24

INTRODUCTION

NICC submission to the Northern
Ireland Assembly on planning policy

The Labour Party wishes to register i
strong opposition to the introduction ¢
PPS 23—Enabling Development ar

hllyturn a planning decision if he/itis persug
, ed that the economy is the determin
gfactor in allowing established planni
e policy to be set aside.

e Justas Minister Wilson, if only he had

> picked up by the Northern Ireland tax payg

tioned above, there has always been

courage of his own convictions, could hge

taken the decision to approve the Aur
) Building rather than attempt to coerce

staff into a measure that would have
bt Significant adverse repercussions for
local area and for Belfast as a whole.
d- The Minister's very recent decision
is &llow the largest ever Tesco superma
edfUtside Banbridge underlines the fact
,nEconomic considerations can be use

determine planning applications withd

in

DI I R .
is going into the planning argument surrou

ing this case, at least the current metho

continued on page 30

tthe need for new planning policy. Withjg

of
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Ulster, the next Paradis fiscal

Thirty years ago, living in La Rochellg]
| came across the quaint French te
'Paradis Fiscal'. Loosely translated, it
meansTax Haven The next Assembly|
aimsto provide the Ulster business sectd
'silver bullet'of reduced, 12.5% Corpor
ation Tax rates. Under the nomenclaty
"Enterprise Zone"this provides for
Paradis Fiscalstatus, supported by al
Executive parties including, oddly, Marti
McGuinness's Sinn Fein.

The world contains several main tg
haven 'blocs'. First, a European zo

including Switzerland, Monaco, Luxemf

bourg, Lichtenstein, Andorra, Portugue
Madeira and the Netherlands, where Bo
—whilst berating western taxpayers

boost African aid—shifted his tax affairqg.

America conducts a second sphere
influence, operating at Federal and wid
levels. Delaware, Nevada and Wyomir]
are all low-cost secrecy havens. Florig
traditionally offers banking shelterto Lati
America's oligarchs and financial elite
From the US Virgin Islands, Marsha
Islands and Liberia reaching to Panarn
forms an outer ring under US protectio

by
Mark Langhammer

mannum in tax evaded, avoided and unc
lected. Most is by super-wealthy indiv
duals and global corporations. So
r'savoidance is legal, but only in the sen
that slavery, or apartheid, were leg
reRetrieving even half this tax would, alon
transform the UK deficit problem.
The evidence of low Irish Corporatio
h Tax is that'brass platé companies are]
enticed, but simply to do behind Dubli
X Georgian doors whatthey can'tdo athon
ne"Lichtenstein on the LifféyVince Cable
called it. The ICTU's research docume
be "Pot of Gold or Fools Goltdemonstrates
hothat financial of'portfolio” investment in
0 the Republic vastly outweighed producti
inward investment.
of
br - Our'Enterprise Zonemay artificially
ginduce transactions to Belfast. It is le
alikely to assist indigenous growth. Fly
h by-night companies, with no intention ¢
5. creating real jobs, may set up glass sui
| in Titanic Quarter. They will solely par}
haprofits before moving them swiftly tg

l-other than for jobbing solicitors an
- accountants. Artificial transactions, lik
e'repackaging of goods' (with minima
elabour content) will shift profit to and
I. from Northern Ireland. The tax avoidin
P, companies likely to locate here are ris
businesses, beside which de-Loreanwo
N seem innocent.
And the evidence? The Varney Repq
h has rubbished the notion, as has
neResearch UK. Only 4% of Northern Ire
land companies pay the current 28% ra
nt The Azores judgement makesimpleme
ation high-risk for the Executive. No jo

e articulated for the policy. The Econom
Reform Group is the main strong suppo
er. Likewise, the large accountancy fir

5s game, have voiced strong support.
- Mandy Rice-Davies might have sai(
f "They would say that, wouldn't théy?
fes

And if the tax take reduces, who pay
The PAYE sector, thsqueezed middle"

h. other tax havens. Head Offices may including those whom | represent

The third, and main, tax haven bl
radiates from the City of London.

For many years, the City's financie
have facilitated industrial scale tax evasig
Barack Obama identified the 34 wor

offending tax havens in sponsoring the

2008stop Tax Haven Abuse Bill preser
ted to US Congress. Nine are under dire

Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
S offered special rates on other publications
[Urish Political Review is published by
t the IPR Group: write to—

1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
Bray, Co. Wicklow  or

British control, such as Anguilla, Bermu

dq,
Virgin Islands, Cayman, Gibraltar, Islei

Man and Jersey. A further fifteen a
former colonies where British influenc

remains strong such as Antigua, Bahamps,

Barbados, Belize, Cyprus, Malta, Domir

Cct PO Box 339, Belfast BT12 4GQ or
PO Box 6589, London, N7 6SG, or
Labour Comment,

C/0O Shandon St. P.O., Cork City.
TEL: 021-4676029

Subscription by Post:
12 issues: £20, UK;

h

The City remains the true epicentre
empire. Northern Ireland will be next t
join. The surprise is that McGuinnes
who knows this in his bones, has be

ica, Grenada, Hong Kong and Singapole.

€ 30, Ireland; € 35, Europe.

f Electronic Subscription:

€15/ £12 for 12 issues
) (or € 1.30/ £1.10 per issue)

N You can also order from:

seduced by such economic Redmondis

teachers, classroom assistants, librari
and technicians.

The most important feature of ta
secrecy jurisdictionsis always the same|
that local politics is captured by financiz
services. Our politicians should conce
trate on closing loopholes—not openi
new avenues for evasion. It's time f
Martin McGuinness and colleagues
reconsideParadis Fiscalstatus for the
North.

Mark Langhammer is a member of the
Northern Ireland Committee of the Iris

Congress of Trade Uniong

This article appeared in the
Belfast Newsletter of 26 April 2011

https://sites.google.com/a/votelabour.i

Thttps://www.atholbooks-sales.org

northernireland/home

creation arguments or criteria have beg

L, The UK tax gap tops £120 billion pgr transfer here, but with no employmegt

all implicated in the 'legal' tax avoidandgg

O = &



	Her Nibs Visits - Editorial
	Whodunit? - Jack Lane
	Bin Laden Welcomes The Arab Spring - David Morrison
	C O N T E N T S
	The Queen Of England Descends Amongst Us - Conor Lynch
	Royal Ritual - George Bernard Shaw
	'Outrage' at 1916 commemoration -Tom Stokes (Report)
	THE MARRIAGE OF FIGURA - Wilson John Haire
	Sing Sing (Reader's Letter) - Gerard Murphy
	The Moriarty Tribunal, Volume 2 (Part 2) - John Martin
	Easter Commemorations - Conor Lynch
	MARCH OF THE YES-MEN - Wilson John Haire
	HONEY, I’M HOME! - Wilson John Haire
	Crusading Again - Pat Walsh
	Shorts from the Long Fellow
	The War Of Independence—the simple soldier's view - Jack Lane
	Judaism And Zionism - Editorial
	es ahora - Julianne Herlihy
	Stickie Sneer Or 'Stalinist Smear'? - Manus O'Riordan
	Naval Warfare (Part Eleven) - Pat Walsh
	Does It Stack Up? - Michael Stack
	Editorial Digest
	Dáil Motion on Dublin- Monaghan bombings - Report
	Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney
	Ulster, the next Paradis fiscal - Mark Langhammer
	Private Agenda In Northern Economy - Report
	IRISH LABOUR PARTY RESPONSE TO DRAFT PPS 23 AND PPS 24 - Pat Muldowney

