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Celia Larkin, who was formerly a political adviser of Bertie Ahern and is n@w a Micheal Martin is making a hash of
journalist, has written, in opposition to the proposed 30th Amendment to the Consfitutieading Fianna Fail. He cannot distinguish
to allow the Dail to set up Committees of Inquiry, that what is propo§ed lethal§ between 'spin' and substance. He made
concentration of power in the hands of untrained and, perhaps, in the future, paltidsis name as one of the most loyal
individuals. The potential for McCarthyism is enormousid she says that, though tlle 'Europeans' in the land. He led the
public is fed up with the Tribunals— campaign for the Lisbon Treaty and used
SNty threat, bluff, bribe and promise he
a¢euld dream up to win the second
aReferendum.. The relationship with
begrope’ is now of crucial importance to
WRéEEcountry so what does he now have to

"atleast the tribunal investigators were/are trained legal professionals, separate
political system and shielded, career wise, from the impact of public opinion. Th
as the Constitution originally stipulated, independent of the political system. T.D
Senators are utterly dependent on that system and on public opinion... We'
screaming about the lack of relevant qualification of appointees to State boards, y
askedto believe that getting yourself elected to the Houses of the Oireachtas is quallfi
enough to investigate and pass judgment on the actions of any individual in the
(Sunday Independent, 23.10.11). "Martin attacks EU and blames euro
for economic mess. The economic crisis
to théan be traced back to the decision to join

the euro currency, according to the Fianna
__Fail leader, Micheal Martin, who

criticised the lack of vision and conviction
) %Pnong European leaders.
rhire. "|namarked departure fromthe party's
clierdtrongly pro-European stance, Mr Martin
wrosgid Fianna Fail would formulate
ight.proposals on the future of the European
me agghion in the coming months." (Irish
Examiner, September 13, 2011).

Who was responsible for the extravagant misconduct of the Tribunals that le
Amendment proposal? Why, the legal professionals.

What is a legal professional? Itis somebody who is trained in the trickery of the
and law quickly becomes, of necessity, a tricky business, despite the best efforts
it clear—so that he can make a living atit. His expertise at this business is put up
He s hired by a client to make out a case for him while another lawyer is hired by th
on the other side to make out a contrary case. And no clientis ever so much in th
that legal expertise is not available to him for hire to make out a case that he is

The expertise of the lawyer is the expertise of the Sophists in Athens at the
Socrates, who boasted naively that they could make out a good case for anythifig.

In a well-conducted Court action, the expertise on one side is effectively negated b
expertise on the other side, so that the jury finds something relatively clear to dedide O%S_ne .WOUId expect that any self_-
Lawyers are indispensable to systems of adversarial law, but their function, their irtrl?gpectmg lparty leader would m'ake his
in that system is not to be prudent in dealing with the matter at issue, but to be 'aggég anpl formulate proppsals before
in the service of the client that hired them. What they are capable of when left tRgrouncing such a sweeping statement

|c0ntinued on iaie 2| | continued on iaie 4|

) by mile, until it seized its capital and by use of massive air power, and to
The Libyan Charade captured the tyrant. shepherd the casual insurrection in
The Libyan insurrection fought its way And yet, after six mo.nths'ofdett'ermir]ed Bengha_zi_acro_ss the country to _Tripoli,
fromOneendOftheCountrytotheOtherinrevolut|9nary activity, in which it recognising it as the legitimate
the course of six months, contesting State'progresswely took control of the country, Government of Libya on the way.
power with a powerfully-armed tyrannical ltwas as much arabble atthe end as itwas , . ,
regime. Gaddafi was the most evil tyrant at the beginning. The internal m_Hnary force of this
since Hitler. He was immensely eviland ~How did the revolution fail to organise €Xternally-constituted Government
therefore immensely powerful. Evil itselfeither politically or militarily during ~ captured the Tyrant, after the vehicle he
tyrants have demonic power—otherwise its long, successful insurrection? was travelling in was hit by British and
what would be the pointin being evil? But  Because the three most powerful Frenchair strikes. The Tyrant was made
the insurrection made its way military forces in the world decided, aprisoner-of-war, _andthe_n h(_ewas killed.
systematically against this all-powerful apparently on the spur of the moment, to _ The term used in the first instance by
tyranny, seizing the country from it mile destroy the defences of the Libyan statet® media was that he was killekira-
continued on page 5




CONTENTS

The 30th Amendment And The Rule Of Law. Editorial

Fianna Fail And The EU. Jack Lane

The Libyan Charade. Editorial

Reader's Letter And Editorial Response: The Presidency And Sinn Fein.
Stephen Richards

Referendum Results. 29th and 30th proposed amendments to Constitution

The War That Made The Peace. Brendan Clifford

Sinn Fein And Fianna Fail. John Martin

Editorial Digest. (Majority in North; SDLP Leadership; Derry Chief Executive;
City Of Culture; Victims; Al Hutchinson' Pat Finucane; James Connolly; Gaddafi;
McGuinness & Presidency; UUP; War Statistics; Council Of Isles)

Election Results. Presidency. Dublin West By-Election

Irish Jewish Boys Assaulted On Poppy Day. Manus O'Riordan (Report)

Poems. Driving Mr. Venus Flytrap. Brave Sirte. Wilson John Haire

Shorts from the Long Fellow (Ireland And Greece; Gambling Debts?;
A Reactionary Demand; The Crisis Of Capitalism; Investment And Production;
Ireland And The Economic Crisis; Defending The Catholic Churh

Letter To Martin McGuinness About His Presidential Campaign.
Philip O'Connor

Occupy Wall Street: What Demand? Jinger Dixon (Report)

Es Ahora. Julianne Herlihy (Fall Of President Gaddafi; HSE And Children;
General Tom Barry Commemoration)

Items From "The Irish Bulletin" Of 1919-1921. (Part 4)

Vote For Revolution!!! Padraig Og O Ruairc

Items From 'The Irish Bulletin'. Part Four: October 1919

Reply To Jeffrey Dudgeon On Peter Hart. Niall Meehan

The Bowen Syndrom: An Infantile Disorder. Jack Lane
(Review of Eibhear Walshe's Bowen Selected Writings)

Naval Warfare. Pat Walsh (Part 15)

Propaganda From The FT. Report

Famine/Holocaust: Some Letters. Report from Jack Lane

Does It Stack Up? Michael Stack (Dean Of St. Patrick's, Brian O'Higgins;
RTE Bias; The Depression

=
Maplk ===

il
EEE

% BHEE BEREm EE &

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney:
Mondragon

Forthcoming: The 1934 James Larkin Affidavit, Manus O'Riordan, Part 2
It's Not Sufficient To Be Sour, Desmond Fennell

embark on an investigation of a prison
McDowell was commissioning on agreen-
field site, outside Dublin. The other

Attorneys General who signed were
Patrick Connolly, David Byrne, Paul

Gallagher, and Labour's John Rogers—
who we are surprised to see in this
company.)

These lawyers naturally say they are
protecting“the rights of individual citi-
zensfrom encroachment by the Dail when
they oppose the Amendment. Vincent
Browne (IT Nov. 26) appears to be of the
same opinion, but he supports it with the
further argument thatve do not have a
functioning parliament” And, in the
Sunday Business P@hlov.16), he warns
that the parliament will become an instru-
ment of gross abuse beyond the reach of
the Courts. He puts us in mind of Lady
Bracknell on"the worst excesses of the
French Revolution”

Itistrue thatthe Dail has been weakened
considerably in recent decades—in fact,
since it was reduced to a mob by the panic
of Jack Lynch and Liam Cosgrave in
1970. The Amendment to enable the Dail
to conduct Committees of Inquiry is neces-
sary because, when the Dail tried to
investigate the conduct of the Guards in
connection with the Abbeylara affair, the
Guards brought a legal action asserting
thatthe Dail did not have the Constitutional
authority to do this and the Courts upheld
the assertion. And of course the more
power is taken from the Dail, the less the

own devices, freed from the constraints offurther public expenditure cuts in Ireland, paj|will be able to function as a parliament.
the Courtroom where there is another setwhilst continuing to draw a Euro 50,000
of lawyers hired to oppose them, is shownpension in respect of his part in a Fine

4 ) The expectation that there will be better
by their conduct of Tribunals.

Gael-led Government. Dermot Gleeson, government if the Dail is weakened in the

a very capable barrister, went on to servepierest of separation of the powers of
Aflock of former Attorney-Generals— as Chairman of Allied Irish Banks. Harold giate and maintenance of 'the rule of law'

8 of them—nhad a joint letter opposing the Whelehan was responsible for the X-Casejg cockeyed.

30th Amendment in th&ish Timeson  scandal and subsequent referendums gpe of the great scandals of recent

24th October. They also opposed the 29thwhen, as President of the High Court, heyears, the conduct of the Industrial Schools

Amendment, permitting Judges' pay to beprevented a suicidal teenager, who hadgtc_ \was more the business of the law than

cut, along with that of everyone else. become pregnant as a result of under-agey the Dail. But the law, thougdkhielded

Well, they would wouldn't they? But all sex, from going to England to get an fom the impact of public opiniontid

the letter shows is that the trade is biassedibortion. Michael McDowell, of the ot deal with it.

in favour of itself and that its practitioners erstwhile Progressive Democrats, did his  as to the danger dfMcCarthyism"

do not tend to levitate above earthly besttoscupperthe Northern peace procesg,atis the cry ofignorant hysteria. The US

concerns. by making statements about Sinn FeingetS as close as possible to a thorough

leaders doing the Northern Bank RObbery:separation of powers and a rule of law, but

(The ex-Attorney Generals whose sup-which he was entirely unable to substan-thatis where McCarthyism happened. And

reme concern is the rights of the ordinary iate. He went on to blacken the name of\iccarthyism had the serious business of

citizen include Peter Sutherland who, Martin O Muilleoir and his paper, Daily clearing up the Capitalist/Communist

having failed in his attempt to win a Dail |reland, on the Dept. of Justice website, igeological confusion that had come about

seat, built a career first in Europe, then asand also pursued a vendetta against thg, the catastrophic World War brought

head of the World Trade Organisation, Centre for Public Inquiry, which was about by the British Empire.

followed by a lucrative postin the finance chaired by a retired Judge, Fergus Flood,

house, Goldman Sachs (currently underand which had Frank Connolly as an  The"rule of law"is a misleading figure

investigation for financial instruments it investigator. He forced the disbanding of of speech. It was literally intended in

promoted). He has called for stringent the institution, just as it was about to Englandinthe 1620s, butitwas found that



the law could not rule, even when it
supposed to be something unchange:
passed on from time immemorial. It
Parliamentthat ruled, or elected an Exe

tive out of itself to rule. And then it bega

to invent new laws at an ever-increas
rate at the behest of the Executive.

If we had something like the Laws
the Medes and the Persians—unaltera
—perhaps something like a literal rule
law would be possible. But what we ha
is a great tangle of new laws, produced
frenzied law-making by a Legislatu
whose Executive authority has be

obstructed by the Judges under the doctringherwise” Presumably the quarter century is the period 1969 to 1994. In my youth

of progressive legal activism which th
adopted a generation ago.

Modern states cannot be govern
within a closed system of responsibilitie

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

u_

"The Presidency And Sinn Fein

| enjoyed the October issue of thish Political Reviewvery much, but | would like to d
a bit of carping, mainly about Jack Lane's article on the presidential election in the Re
By the time this letter sees the light of day presumably we'll know who was first to crg

Dffinish line, and | have a feeling it won't be Martin McGuinness.

ible My carping might be classed as coming frotiitgeral Unionist” perspective, though | hav

ofyet to meet any of the people of that ilk listed by Brendan Clifford as among Jeffrey Dud
vdackers; and I've met Jeff Dudgeon twice at most. However, if the distinguishing featur
bgenus is a strange antipathy for the DUP and Sinn Fein, especially in coalition, then |

e

ualify.
E'Northern Ireland took a quarter of century of war to achieve and it would not hapy

>
«

Anyway, | first want to note in passing Jack's comment ‘thquality of treatment in

eypersuaded by the force of the Athol Street argument that all of us here were unequal, but
now that some were more unequal than others. This lack of equality isn't defined at a|
would like to know more about this. I'm not at all sure that whatever advance was ma

e

\ St an Protestants, not that the killing of Protestants was in some way all right. Martin r¢

in which each element is controlled by th

other elements. Some power of arbitr
action, to deal with the emergencies thr
up by a world in flux, is necessary. T
cannot lie with the Judges—who fail
overthe generations even to apply exis
law to Industrial Schools etc. It can o
lie with the Legislature/Executive. Ho
ever poor that is, it is what we have g
And the purpose of the Amendment
to reduce the obstructive power of
undistinguished and greedy Judiciar

which putthe country to the cost of anothe
referendum by declaring that the reductjo

out the financial crisis was in breach of th

Constitution.

It matters little who is President—unle|
advantage is taken of a weak Dall
launch Presidential Activism to accor
pany Judicial Activism. Butit could matt
a lot that the electorate has ratified

singled out some IRA activities &atrocious". He never did that before, but then he never
&0 because he was catapulted into power in Northern Ireland without having to win an e
N'Bo it was a famous victory by the Provos but they did a lot of atrocious things along th
Bven according to their former Derry commander.

is The undefined thing is then followed by the non-falsifiable statemerititivaiuld not have
dghappened otherwise"

ing It's remarkable to me how the astute analysitsstf Political Reviewwho can spot humbu
| ﬂalf a mile away, suddenly come over all dewy-eyed when they survey the Sinn Fein

YMcGuinness is a clever political operator, just like Paisley was, and Tony Blair, and t
“made up the truth as they went along. But since we're on the subject of McGuinness,

D
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orth the 25 plus years of murder and mayhem, during which the IRA killed more Catholics

xcently
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0
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task him:"Mr. McGuinness, what did you do in the war?"
as Martin's frank answer is that he left the IRA in 1974—some kind of voluntary redun

sdUnionist? If you're in politics you have to be able to take the flak as well as dish it out.
tExperience those who are best at dishing it out are remarkably sensitive souls when t
are turned on them. But those people shouldn't be in politics. Who gave Martin McGU
“and the Provos an exemption from moral scrutiny? | admirgisthePolitical Reviewfor the
°l way it has followed up all the misinformation about events such as Coolacrease and Kil
heven though they happened ninety years ago. It's important that the historical reco

n

Judicial disempowerment of the Dail.

that he was engaged in some kind of liberation struggle.
He keeps remarking that he's soon going to be blamed for the 1916 Rising, which ig

Referendum
Results

Houses Of Oireachtas Inquiries
In a 55.94% poll, 53.34% voted
against increasing the powers of th

favour of doing so.

Judges Remuneration
In a 55.96% poll, 79.74% agree
that Judges' pay could be cut in li
with that of other public servants
while 20.26% voted No.

Oireachtas, while 46.66% voted i

1

peculiar thing to say, given that this was the founding act of the state which he hopes to
over. Surely he'd like to get the credit for that, not the blame. The 1916 rebels weren't
in gangsterism or sectarian murder.

But there's another possibility: it's possible that Martin continued his involvement
highest (if that's the word) level in the IRA command structure, but as an agent of the
state. Plenty of old Republicans maintain this was so, and the suspicions have been fu
revelations about the murder of Frank Hegarty in 1986. Could it be that McGuinne
o O'Callaghan are, as Le Carre would put it, horses from the same stable?

By the late 1980s the IRA had been permeated by British Intelligence. Behind a fa
operations. Arguably war is the only thing the British do well. So, while the RUC and the
were the cannon fodder used to soak up the punishment, the IRA was being quietly tur
neutralized. The same thing happened with the Loyalist paramilitaries. The exposure @
Donaldson as a British agent showed how far the rot had gone, and it's probable tha
further.

None of us knew it at the time, but the 1994 ceasefire wasn't a magnanimous gesty
but a desperate manoeuvre by a defeated organisation. The IRA lost the war, its repres
now sitin a "jobs for the boys" pork barrel partitionist assembly. No substantial Republic
has been achieved. Wasiit for this that the volunteers risked their lives and that their victi

.
right. And it's important that Martin shouldn't fool the electorate in the Republic with thr%
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with theirs? Stephen Richards|

A response to this letter will be found on page 15 3



Itis clear that the EU has changed and Note the missing element in all this—
is radically different from what we joined the Commission. It does not make an
FF And The EU 40 years ago. Then, there was the concepappearance and is therefore irrelevant and
continued of creating a new European polity that therefore the EU is irrelevant.
would eventually transcend national differ-
ences. The crucial mechanism was the  This is the reality that Martin and
mport sue. It clearly g, ohean commission, which treated all Fianna Fail must relate to and develop a
shows that he is typical of Irish EUophiles ;o ey states as equally valid constituentprogramme to deal with. It is not rocket
—unthinking, uncritical, mindless SUpport oo mens that made Europe what it is andscience, and not exactly a new idea, to
for 'Europe’ when the going is good and a, i a1 would have an equally valid work out how we can have a new inter-
similarly-based critique when the going g4 contribution to make to the values Governmental relationship with our
gets rough. The only consistency remainS¢ the new Europe. Economic size and European neighbours to deal with issues
the mindlessness. success were not the criteria for that newto our mutual benefit, such as securing the
Europe. The founders were not consumedeuro.
by economic determinism—they had more
are deeply concerned about the lack of4inqamental things in mind. They knew  The firstrequirementis that we recog-
leadership at European Union levelie ot \vas primary. They assumed quitenise the corpse in our midst and give it
said at his party's annual think-in, taking rightly that this new experiment needed decent burial with a nice headstone, EU
place in Tallaght in Dublin. protection and careful political cultivation. (1956—2011), RIP.
He criticised thépiecemeal approach* This whole concept came under attack
g)ntgfheéﬁggfg}lggrzljifn%ynlzf:g?nptiaencleer?t?:r%m Thatcherite Britain and the political
of Europe” Igader;hlp of Europe su_ccumbed. Th_e-|-he Irish dogs that are not
i o ommission was the main target and it .
Mr. Martin also launched a stinging got thecoup de gracérom Pat Cox and barking—when needed
attack on the European Central Bank e \ropean liberals about a decade ago. _ _ .
Now is the time for all true EUophiles

(EhCB)r:‘or enforcing mterest-raﬁe hlk_esh Itisnowthereinform,butnotinsubstance.t I 1o 1h tthe Euro. And T
when they did not need to, and he said the ireland has to have a realistic relation "ally to the cause of the Euro. And to

Governmentaccepted its decisionswithoutShip with European countries as a matterthat end a number of Very Important

any debate'(ik_)id.) _ _ of course. The one we had for 40 years iSPeople across the EU sent a letter on 11th
But despite all this we have to wait for

redundant. There has to be one based oQCtOber o all Governments, asking them
him "to formulate proposalg”Another

) ; nation states working togetheras and wher{© getamoveon toward_s more integration
one of his famous Reports is probably necessary. The most critical current issyelC save the Euro. Amazingly there was no

commissioned. Exceptthathe willhave to ;¢ securing the Euro. Being an economic "sh signatory. No Sutherland, Cox,
write this one himself. His remarks are joq 0 this is naturally being determined Halllgan. Laffan or any other from the
reminiscent of Kenny's rant to the gallery by the strongest economic states. It isdroves whogotthe_L|sbonTreatyreferen-
against the Vatican, a sudden new i, made subjectto inter-Governmental AU Passed by their superhuman efforts.
departure by the leader of the traditionally arrangements and the EU is a SideshoWSurer they th_mk themselves important
most pious Catholic party. and provides some window dressing. enough to be included and have done as
. . In one of his final appearances as ECB”.‘UCh W(_)rk for the Euro as the 1.9 UK
Mr. Martln|sfondofmak|n_grefere_nces President, Jean-Claude Trichet stressec;ﬂgnatorles! At _Ieast they are in the
to de Valera and the founding of Fianna .t the ECB would not be the lender of SUTeNCY- Could it be that the VIPs who
Fail in 1926, suggesting that he has a5 resort for the Eurozone, sayitigis  S/9"€d did not bother to ask any of them?
S|m|_lartask. But in his bookonth_e history hair {European governments'} respon- Did they not_con3|der them worth the
of Fianna Fail in Cork, he expla|lned that sibility, individually and collectively, to trouble of asking? Oh dear, oh dear!
he never consulted de Valera's paper,ng e financial stability...i fitis not done _ _ _
when writing his book on Fianna Fail! | by governments it will not be credible.” To be fair, there is a sort of Irish
wonder if he has done so since? That signatory, Chris Haskins, or Baron
admission was a good indication of how  thare was also a good description Haskins, o_f Skidby, to give him fuI_I title.
seriously he should be taken as a historian; o .oty anout how Europe actually works -0"d Haskins has spent most of his adult
De Valera did have ajob to doin 1926today: life in Britain and was ennobled a decade
and before he presented his case to the ago by the Government of Tony Blair, to
public he developed policies and a clear  “Wesawtheallianceinitsfinery again whom he was very close. (He reminds me
overall theme. The main theme was that " July, the night before the euro zone o Nja|l Toibin explaining how he is
the country was not independent until the 3\/‘;@rggr"’gg:’jh'ggﬁii;;i?ggﬁgegzgﬁl%'rt something of a Kerryman being 'half-
imposed, so-called ‘Treaty' was removed. ginner with the chancellor. At about K€y’ but does not know which half.)
The main similarity with today is the 10pm, European Central Bank chief Jean- Maybe itis dawning on our EUophiles
country's relationship with the EU. We  Claude Trichet arrived in from Frank- that they are flogging a dead EU horse—
have a series of Treaties with it. Butthese furt, just in time for dessert. At about that another form of political align-
were not imposed but adopted by popular Midnightthey phoned Van Rompuy back ment isemerging, a hard-headed inter-
referendum, and it is disgraceful that a g‘roiguﬁqsgﬁh;"g? dt:: dl‘(’g;ﬁﬁgﬁg rt]?rﬁt Governmental one. They have nothing to
potential Taoiseach takes up such aflippant to deliver the approval of all the other &Y _about it because |t_W|II not be prone to
demagogic attitude to such things withno  |e5ders, which he duly did. The arrange- illusions, hype, spoofing and chicanery
alternative proposals in sight. Running  ment fell flat, however, hence the push and without those qualities our EUophiles
with the hare and running with the hounds  now for a new solution to the emergency" are lost.
is not an inspiring spectacle. (Irish Times, 4 Oct.). Jack Lane:

that contradicts all his previous policies
on such an important tissue.

His criticisms were wide rangingiWe



Then there was a day when the British they decided to back a winner against him.
i media claimed that the Tyrant, the bully, When the winner showed signs of being a
leyan Charade came to a fitting end, whinging and damp squib, they decided to make the
pleading for mercy. Butthen it turned out insurrection win despite itself. They made
S ) that what had been presented as evidencear on the Libyan State when it became
judicially” by the Governmentrecognised ¢ 5 q4afi hegging for mercy was actually evident that it would not collapse before
as legitimate by France, Britain and the o iqence of him being tormented and an expression of the popular will—and
US. Did this mean that he was murdered?q, 4y assaulted by a mob and endingthat indeed there wasn't any popular will,
Or can there be killing which is done \iq jite \with as much dignity as was pos- only a series of fragmentary wills. Having
neither as an incident in the confusion Of i i sych circumstances. backed the revolution, they had to make it
war nor pursmja_nt_ to a trial at Ia‘\'/v, and yet happenin orderto demonstrate their power.
is not murder-Killing no murder-was an The distinction between a disorderly ~When NATO declared war on the
antl-Cathohc_ slogan of the_ Protestant mob acting in a mood of passion and aGaddafiregime itwas doomed. Allthatis
Ascendancyin Ireland atone time. Romanrpolitical force capable of conducting an remarkable about the NATO victory is not
casuistry was accused of establishing o1, ey State was one that was carefullythat it happened, but how long it took to
its Irish adherents the moral position that ) Jinained by the rulers of European stateshappen.
itwas possible to kill withoutthe authority , yhe course of their development. That It does not seem that the war was
of 'aV_V ar_ld_yet_ not be guilty of r_nurd_er. distinction has now been cast aside, and daunched because of a pressing need for
_ Thisdistinction betweelextra-judicial 1, acting in the grip of passion has beencontrol of Libyan oil, but no doubt Libyan
killing ar_1d mgrderwa_s bmughtquunng made to appear to overthrow a State byoil was a consideration in the spur-of-the-
the Presidential election campaign by they,eqe \yestern Powers who bombed themoment decision to make war.
Anti-Sinn Fein media—which is pretty ;0,515 of the Libyan State to smither- Moreover, up to the present, oil has
well all of it. It was put to Martin MC oo for jt. been generally priced in dollars, which
Guinness that he was a murderer. He o mon was recognised as the legiti- continues to lose value and has an uncertain
distinguished between killing in war and 516 democratic Government of Libya future. It is said that Gaddafi had been
murder. Of course the virtuous mediapetore it had shown any capacity for amassing gold, as backing for a gold-
could not recognise the distinction in this 5, emment. And the Gaddafi Govern- based currency which was to be launched
p_artlcular context, but virtue was a bit nent was declared to be entirely un- as an alternative means of payment for oil.
disconcerted when McGuinness pointed, o osentative of the people of Libya, Paper money and finance are part of the
out that the Bloody Sunday killings in p\5inained by torture and corruption, and West's bag of tricks for robbing the rest of
Derry were not described as murders,g ,n41ted only by a handful of people. the world. It will not easily brook
even after they were admitted 0 have,nq et that Government defended itself interference with such invisible earnings.
been illegitimate and the I_Drlme Minister against the regime being put in place by
went to Derry to make a kind of apology NATO for more than six months, despite  NATO was set up 60 years ago as a
for them. (And about 15 years ago, while o njye NATO bombing the whole time. defensive force. When it won the Cold
the War was still on, McGuinness gave apq the "democratic revolution’ conducted War 20 years ago, it became an aggressive
Noel Thompson of Northern television a . NATO culminated in scenes reminis- force. Having nothing left to defend
bad time by trying to get h'm to gxplam cent of the Gordon Riots—the Anti- against, it became expansionist. It was in
why he was describing certain killings by 4 qjic riots that erupted in London the position of having to make war or
unknown persons in unknown CIFCUM- shortly before the French Revolution wither. Good People will never be without
stances as murder, while refusing to,qpereq in the democratic era, and whichreasons for making war. They make sure
describe the Bloody Sunday killings by \yere ysed as a reason for being scepticathat they have ideals for the world that the
known people in known circumstances asyy . i+ the possibility of establishing orderly world necessarily falls short of. War is
murders.) government on a democratic basis, parti-certain. All thatis in doubt is the timing of
i cularly if the action of mobs has anything the action against each of the multitude of
_On the day Gaddafi was captured andy, qq \ith jt. enemies that it raises against itself in its
killed, and the kiling was assumed 10 the 1ish Timesonce shared that drive for world dominance. One of Prime
have t_)een don_e _by the _C?O\’emmemscepticism about the potential of an MinisterBlair's last messagesto his people
recognised by Britain, the British Foreign o, isiastic populace to conducta Governavas to inform them that Britain was a war-
Secretary—who, glong W'th the Fr_ench, ment, and therefore it supported British fighting state. And the present Foreign
had played the main partin destroying thep,jitary action against the Irish electorate Secretary has said that Britain must remain
Libyan State—went on television to say \yhen it voted for independence. But now capable of Expeditionary Warfare. And
that this killing of a prisoner-of-war was i g,550rts mob action as an agency ofyet it is being seriously proposed that
.OK.V\."th hlr_n: Wedontapprovgofextré- democracy, and it regaled its superior Ireland (which becomes more squeamishly
judicial killings. At the same time We're o ers with a coloured front-page photopacifist by the year in its own affairs, and
not going to mourn him" (Channel 4 ¢yhe Tyrant who had been done to deathnow can hardly bear the thought that it
News, 20th Nov.). . in inimitable ways by this rampant actually defended itself in arms against
However, there was moral squeamish-ge mqcracy of the mob. Killiney wanted Britain when Britain would not concede

ness in other quarters, and a couple of dayg, gee it independence to a mere popular vote)
later the nominal (_:ommanderofthe Army o 'should join the British Commonwealth
of the make-bel_le_ve GO\_/ernment was France_ and Britain backed the Benghazi,, 4 jearn to see things in the British way.
brought on the British media to say that ininsurrection on the spur of the moment,

reality there was no effective command, expecting it to run like wildfire through ~ GaddafiwasaTyrant. The world s full
only a mob, and that there was no way ofLibya. They had been on close terms withOf Tyrants. Why do people put up with
knowing how the killing was done. the Gaddafi regime up to that moment, but Tyrants?  Saint Fergal O'Keane of the
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BBC says itis because of Corruption. He  The opinion of Middle Eastern states When the Ottoman State (in which the
sniffs out Corruption everywhere and it counts for everything or nothing, depend- various peoples in the Middle East co-
explains everything to the satisfaction of ing on what suit suits Ameranglian existed without war) was destroyed by
his audience. interests. (Essentially, of course, it countsBritain and France in the Great War, half
The world was thrown into flux by the for nothing as the Jewish State wasadozen new stateswere setup by Imperial
Great War. In the midst of that War the imposed on the region by the UN in decree, and were declared to be nation-
British Prime Minister, Lloyd George, defiance ofthe strongly expressed opposi-states, though they had no prior nation-
said: "The whole state of society is more tion of every Government of the region.) alism. Each consisted of several peoples
or less a molten mass and you can stamp The only force which has shown itself who, if required to undergo nationalist
upon that molten mass almost anything asable to resist manipulation by the West is development, would be hostile to each
long as you do it with firmness and Islamism, which is not only a cohesive other.
determination”. socialforce but provides anideologywhich ~ The Imperial intention was that Britain
But Ameranglia is never satisfied for enables societies to retain their bearingsand France would control these 'nation-
long with the shapes it stamps on the and pursue adegree ofindependent actionstates', whose lack of internal national
world. They soon need to be changed sdt can therefore be expected that, as thecohesion would prevent them from
that Ameranglian dominance might be West continues to domineer and exploit achieving substantial independence. But
maintained and enhanced. Democracytraditional societies, they will be increas- these Empires then undermined them-
has nothing to do with it. Democracies ingly driven into embracing the means of selves by launching the Second World
have been knocked down as well asmaintaining a degree of control over their War, and those states had to try to function

Tyrannies. The important thing is that the life. asthe nation-states that they were formally.
world must be kept on the hop by This could not be done in the mode of
Ameranglia.lrish Timescolumnist, John Gaddafi's most diabolical act was that representative government, because ofthe

Waters, says that the world needs to havéene committed torture for us. There was lack of national cohesion amongst the
its ass kicked regularly. Is it any wonder rendition of Islamists to Libya, as abandon- peoples. Those states could only be
that a world that gets kicked around by theed British Tripoli Embassy documents functional if their Governments acted
Great Powers, and has to extemporiseconfirm. In all the media propaganda it arbitrarily to bring about a sense of nation-
political forms for itself under conditions was not seriously pretended that much ofality appropriate to the form of the state,
of extreme insecurity, has so many the torturing was not done for us. relegating the traditional modes of com-
Tyrannies in it? The last Labour Foreign Minister in munal existence to a secondary position,
) ) ) . Britain, David Milliband, danced around while drawing elements from those tradi-
Amidstall the wild democraticrhetoric ¢ jssye of torture. In one television tional communities into its operations.
of NATO's war propaganda, the bedrock jneriew he denied absolutely that Britain
of fact in the indictment of Gaddafiis that )54 anything to do with torture. Allthatit It seems thatthe Iragi tyranny had made
he collaborated actively with the Westin oo authorised was cruel and unusuakconsiderable headway in this development,
the war against ‘Islamist’ terrorism. This 1 nishment. It almost makes one want towhen US/UK decided to destroy it. The
left him without friends in the Muslim 5 5ise the US for calling the spade a spadeinvading forces stirred up the traditional
worldand secured regional Middle Eastemp,,t \yhether one does so or not, it is thefault lines in Iragi society and in a short
support for NATO in its war on him— o6 that the US, the leading democracywhile had a fearsome civil war raging
except of course from Israel which, forall \, e concern for the world makes it there. But that was OK, because the
its ‘democratic’ ballyhoo, knows verywell 5qtive in every part of it that it can reach, Tyranny that gave national cohesion to
thatlife would become extremely difficult 55 in actual fact restored torture to thelrag had been brought down. And a Junior
foritifthe popular sentimentofthe Muslim jitical resources of democracy. Minister in the former British Government,
world determined its politics. Labour's Hilary Benn, said straight out
Support of the Arab League was |5 the television interview quoted that the Iragi people had been given their
presented as a crucial elementlegitimising, e, the British Foreign Secretary wasfreedom and it was up to them what they
the NATO war. If the UN was conducted pqyeq if the Anti-Tyrant rhetoric of the did with it.
in accordance withits original pretensions, oy on Libya meant that in future Britain ~ The object now is to dissolve the Syrian
the views of states in a region W0U_|d would not be having close relations with state into a condition of religious civil
certainly be a very important factor in 1yrants. He indicated that this would not war. And, as in Irag, the cause of the
deciding the legitimacy of military action pq the case, becaus@ne Tyrant varies  religious war will not be the Tyranny, but
in the region. But twenty years ago, when g ormaysly from another one”. the spurious democracy of the Western
the Arab League wanted to mediate inthe  that \was almost honest. But the Great Powers, whose high ideals are
conflictbetween Iraqand Kuwait—which 5 iapility is not in the quality of the switched on and off as the expediency of
had led to war when the US Ambassadoryanny. butin the shifting interests of the the moment requires.
gave the green light to Saddam for direct\yestern Great Powers in the flux of worl

action against Kuwait—the Arab voice ¢tairs that they have brought about arld
was brushed aside. The USA, having 4. determinedyto continueg.l Two New Pamphlets

brought about the invasion of Kuwait by The Vindication Of Jack James Larkin
its hegemonic nod and wink to Baghdad, The Syrian Government has now begnJones, Brigadista And Union Man, /n
i - ' declared to be no longer legitimate angdR¢/#tation Of The British Intelligence
then decided to use tha'F Invasion QS . Campaign Of Character Assassination by
moral reason for destroying the regime has been told that it must bow to the,/...c ORiordan. 40pp (A4). €9, £6.

that it had helped to put in place in Iraq, rebellions that are going in parts of th . _
and had supported when it made war oncountry. Ifit did so, or if NATO attempts The Marriage Of Mary Ascension,

Iran to stop the spread of the Islamic to do in Syria what it has done in Liby gZMilldeeésLove Story by George Egerton.
revolution. the outcome would certainly be civil war Pp- 5,




This made the position of the Faulkner
Unionists impossible. Faulkner pulled
out of the devolved Government. The

SDLP said it would carry on the Govern-
The War That Made The Peace ment without the Unionists. And the
"Most tellingly, the IRA greeted the it was in 1974, not to mention 1970. The Secretary of State, whose influence had

birth of the 1974 power-sharing executive, experience of life is different. There is been mischievous throughout, scrapped
the fore-runner of today's devolved Stor- now a very substantial sense ofsomethingthe whole thing.

mont government, with a vow to destroy achieved by strenuous effort—not some-

it. Its assassins and bombers were "~ . -
effective, in conjunction with loyalist thing conferred by authority which

efforts, in bringing it down. Sinn Fein/ authority might withdraw again. . : -
IRA is now willing to settle for the power- life cycle of Sunningdale. During the

sharing that was first conceded in 1974.  The Sunningdale Power-Sharing Exec- StKe against the Council of Ireland the

Even in its own terms, therefore, every ytive was an attempt to address theMan terrorist event was the Dublin/

one of the war's victims after that date |,nqemocratic nature of the governing Monaghan Bombing, but nobody took

diedinvain" (Dermot Meleady, letterto ...~ . ; that for a Provo action, and there now

Irish IndependentOctober 16). institutions in Northern Ireland. It_wpuld seems to be a consensus that it was not
not have been proposed by Britain, or

reluctantly accepted by Unionists, but for merely a Protestant Loyalist action, but a

the years of IRA warfare preceding it— British a_ction. ) L
which had already succeeded in Sunningdale came to grief within the

demolishing devolved government in narrow political sphere, through the actions

of the"constitutional”politicians.
honourable civil rights struggle"Those ~ Northern Ireland. -
myth-makers, says Meleady, take advant- _T_he 1974 _arrangement was the work ofthe?rf W;:Sﬁj;?ebzgfe d\l,(\j/hr;gac\,?," ;(:ft
age of "popular amnesia“and an age Wiliam Whitelaw, who was the last various people to sign a document in the
group too young to remember, in order 9eNUINe remnant of the old British ruling | ¢ /0 atmosphere of Sunningdale. It
to— cla_lss. _By means O-f an extraordinarily would not, in the circumstances ha\./e
"airbrush out the real successes of theSKilful display of persistent obtuseness hemade muc’h sense for them to ha\'/e done
non-violent civil rights movement. brought hostile elements together in a
Chronology is crucial here. The original facade of settlement that might possibly SO The War was the only reason why
civil rights demands had been won before have worked under his close Supervision,th_ere_ was a Sunningdale Agreement.
the IRA campaign began"”. but that fell apart very quickly when the Britain is a militarist Stat_e and is not
. . Tory Government fell early in 1974. The morally disabled by shock in the presence
| don't reca!l ever meeting Dermot \orking of 'Sunningdale' then depended of wa_rfare. T_he fgct that war had been
Meleady._ | believe he was a member of g the political horse sense of the partiessustalned against |tfprthree years was the
the Dublin Branch of B'_CO forty years g it—SDLP, Faulkner Unionists and the "€3S0N for the Sunningdale arrangement.
ago and wrote somfeth{ng on the two pyplin Coalition. And on the new Secre- The SDLPwasthentakento be a substitute
nations. | was then living in West Belfast, tary of State, Merlyn Rees, a Labour United for the IRA, and it was supposed that
in a street that was being blown apart by re|ander who encouraged SDLP fantasy,9'VInd it @ prominent part in devolved
the War, and campaigning against the ang hadn'ta clue aboutthe Northern Ireland@@Venment in defiance of substantial
Republican resort to war as persuasivelysityation. Dublin, the SDLP and Whitehall JNiOnist opinion would communicate a
as|could. Andlwas being denounced for ¢g1aborated in wrecking it. sense tothe Catholic communltythat_the_re
itby Eoghan Harris, who was then schem- | gypported Sunningdale in a weekly 12d been a fundamental change in its
ing for '.'Antl-lmpe-r|a||.st Wgr'; drawing publication, and from the change of West- favour and that the war would wind down
some friends of mine into his mad schememinster Government | tried to persuade &S @ consequence. _
and wasting their lives. the SDLP that, in the light of a Court . Thereisno knowmgwhether_somethlng
. . . pleading by the Dublin Government re- like that would have happened if Sunning-
When | first read HeideggerBBeing  asserting the Sovereignty claim over thedale had been made a go of. It was
And Timel thoughtitwas much ado about gijx Counties (which the Unionists believed effectively derailed within two months by
nothing. Philosophically | have always g have been abrogated in the Agreement} '€ €hange of Governmentat Westminster
beenanaive realist, however much I flirted the power-Sharing devolved Government 2nd the Dublin Court pleading.

with Kant and Spinoza and Hegel and coyid only be saved by deferringthe estab- | assume that Drs. O'Brien and Fitz
Marx. To the naive realist it is obvious |ishment of the Council of Ireland. The Gerald hoped to fudge the Sovereignty
thatBeing is nottimeless, butexistsinreal sp| p, overcome by hubris, and encour- issue when agreeing the Sunningdale docu-
time in actual situations and conjunctures. ageq by the Secretary of State and thement. But nothing relating to the North
However | came to realise that higher pypjin Coalition, refused to negotiate on was fudgeable then. If Kevin Boland had
education often generates a transcenderine jssye of the Council. nottaken legal action against Sunningdale
tal mentahty in W.h'Ch. Time evapqrates When a Unionist strike was called, as being in breach of Articles 2 & 3 of the
andthe reality ofanatlons as expenenceddemandim that either the Council should Constitution, the issue would have come
by those \{vho live in them—as distinct be deferred or an election be held to deter-out in some other way. And, if O'Brien
frpm peering out at them-through the mine whether the Agreement had Unionist and FitzGerald did not think they could
windows of University libraries—cannot support in the light of the Dublin Court have withdrawn the Sovereignty claim by
be grasped. pleading, the SDLP declared that it was areferendum, then they should not have

The actuality of life in Catholic West Fascist insurrection and demanded itspressed for the establishment of the
Belfasttoday is utterly different fromwhat suppression by force. Council of Ireland.

| do not recall any Provo action as
having had a particular influence on the

Meleady's letter was written in support
of a"censure'by Eoghan Harris gimyth-
makers"who have'peddled a narrative
of that vicious and futile war as an



Meleady's statementth#is[the IRA'S]  sufficient cause—Eoghan Harris's War, seemed to be the obvious facts of a situation
assassins and bombers were effective, ilaunched on the ground of the most up-to-was not what was there, and that the
conjunction with loyalist efforts, in bring- date Marxist-Leninist ideology, but with- actuality of the situatiotay beyond the
ing itfSunningdaleflown"is an expression out any practical relevance to the socialddusion of the obvious.
of feeling, unconstrained by thought. He reality of the North. The Harris War ~ Whose business was it, of those who
hates the fact that there was a War in thdasted a couple of years and its military were active in the Civil Rights' agitation,
North, and that those who fought the War actions amounted to a handful of atrocitiesand who are still with us, to see that the
are now constitutional statesmen in the—of physical force evaa conducted ina agitation resulted in a settlement when its
North, and it puts him in a passion, which sodo-political vacuum. demands were met? Why, Eoghan Harris
darkens the understanding. Maybe it The other War, the one that Harris —the Harris that Meleady writes in support
would be a poor outlook for the human denounced, lasted for more than a quarteof! But this present Harris did something
race ifin private life passion did not darken of a century. It was sustained despite allvery different from trying to settle the
the understanding, but in public affairs a the power and talent that Britain could situation then. When Unionism as a gov-
degree of dispassionate understanding idring to bear againstit. Anditwas brought erning system was in disarray, and the
required. toanend by a drastic cditgtional reform  Civil Rights demands were met, he launch-

under which théassassins and bombers" ed revolutionary war for a fantasy object.

| recall in mid-May 1974, when the beame statesmen.

British Government seemed determined It seems to me that that could have | am not suggesting that a settlement
at all costs to break a Strike which had happened only because the civil rights might have been made on the basis of the
been called on what seemed to me to be @emands of 1968-9, which were met beforeconcession of the trivial Civil Rights dem
sound democratic issue, and when thethe War was launched, were utterly ards. | know very well that it couldn't.
intensification of the Strike threatened to inadequate to theequirements of the The agitation did its work as a detonator
swamp central Belfast with sewage, thatNorthern situation. to such effect that the governing structure
that event was looked forward to in the went into flux. As it was going into flux,
Catholic community with a kind of This is not a view of hindsight. |took | published the Two Nations view as a
satisfaction. | suppose it could be calledno partin the civil rights movement. | was factual observation. If it had been taken
Schadenfreuddf the Protestants wanted asked to by one of its r-r-r-revolutionary up by Jack Lynch, perhaps a different
to wreck their own city, let them—what leadersandrefused—andagarbledversiorourse of development would have
has it do do with us? Such an attitude isof myrefusal found its way into the police followed. But it was rejected instantly by
unimaginable today. The Catholic com- files. Lynch and by all political parties and
munity is now very much at home in It was explained to me that the intensefigures in the South, and it was re-asserted
Belfast. There is a Sinn Fein Mayor for agitation for puny civil demands was a that the Ulster Protestants were part of the
thefirsttime ever. Itis afact of experience device to open the situation for revolution, Irish nation and weri principle subject
that it was through the War that they madewhich it would do by destroying the to Irish sovereignty.

themselves at home there. cohesion ofthe Unionistruling class. Some Rapprochemertn the basis of recog-

One might abstract from the course of Unionists would want to concede the nition of difference—which was what |
actual events the notion that the presentdemand as innocuous, others would refusesuggested—was off the agenda. The North
condition of things might have come about out of sheer bigotry, and others would seewas on its own after the 1970 Arms Trial.
without that course of events—that the the Civil Rights' Association as the catspaw And saying there were two nations was
present arrangement of things has somef a revolutionary movement and come stating a fact rather than a policy. The
cause beyond the course of events througldown hard on it. And the world press, to policy | proposed was the incorporation of
which it seemed to come about: that it waswhich the revolutionaries had considerablethe North into the political system of the
transcendentally determined. | am not inaccess, would be shocked by the Unioniststate of which it was part and in which it
a position to refute that. It might be that regponse to such a slight reform demand.was going to remain for a long time.
the worldis anillusion, butitis atleastthe ~ And what then? | did not know a lot Northern Ireland was not itself a State. Its
illusion that we live in, and it has its about Northern Ireland at the time, but | exclusion from the democratic political
consistency. and, in coping with it, | am saw from the evidence of my own eyes life of the state was undemocratic—I have
earthbound and am unable to levitatethat the Ulster Protestants had thenever seen that statement rebutted. And
beyond the opening sentence of Kant'scharacteristics of what | understood to beits inclusion in the democratic politics of
Critique: a national community, and it seemed the multi-national British state would at

"In whatever mode, or by whatever Obvious that what all that revolutionary least raise the possibility of Six County
means, our knowledge may relate to cleverness would lead to was a conflict of communal coflict being eased through
objects, it is at least quite clear, that the nationalities, in which there was no participation it he political life of the state.

only manner in which it immediately socialist revoltionary potential. So | don't k it Melead
relates to them, is by means of an yefysed to play | don't know if Melea y ever com-
intuition." ' mented on the CLR/CEC agitation, which

What | saw in the situation was what foranumber of years exerted considerable
"The original civil rights demands had wasinit. Itrequired no great astuteness opressure on the British parties on that
beenwon before the IRA campaign began" insight to see what was glaringly obvious. matter. Harris rejected that approach—
Meleady says. Itis something I have oftenBut the enthusiasts of revolutionary and Stickie gunmen liketb threaten its
said myself. But where does that leaveideology—of scientific socialism no less advocates with shooting.

us? than any other—operated with solipistical  Ifa settlementwithin British democracy
It leaves uswith a War without a epistemologies which told them that the was unacceptable, and if the War which
sufficient cause. reality was what they wished it to be, that arose naturally out of the realities of the

Of course theravasa War without a what they believed was true, that what Northern situaiion was an abomination,



what was it that should have been ofthe subordinate governmentinto a form regard war as a good thing in itself—if it
attempted? which effectively cancels outthe minority is big enough:"For wrong is right when
Conor Cruise O'Brien's view in his status of the minority. The minority runs wrong is greatly wrought"
later years, as far as | could grasp it, wasits own bits of the subordinate government  And yet there is a refusal to see that the
that the Catholic community should be without a by-your-leave to the majority, Northern Catholic community changed
driven backinto resentful obedience within and that makes the system functional.itself very much for the better by fighting
anundemocratic system. But, after AugustNothing like it was contemplated in 1974. its own war, which was a pretty big war,
1969, that was fantasy. And | do not think anything like it would  and fitted itself for a constructive peace—
have come about but for the War. a thing which | know from direct experi-
It was quite common in Belfast, before At least as important as the formal ence that it was not fit for in 1974.
the Provos made their settlement, to findchange is the fact that it was broughtabout The fact that the War did not bring
people condemning both the Provo through war. We are increasingly told about a united Ireland is a miserable
approach and the CLR approach. | did notthat Southern society was changed for thedebating point. It was the experience of
see what else was possible in realisticworse by refusing to take partin the World life in the perverse Northern Ireland variant
terms, but there was a kind of convoluted War. | don'tthink it was, but that seems to of the British state that led to an Army
nationalist realism that was genuinely be the view of top people in the South forming itself in the Winter of 1969-70 in
horrified by the War, but saw Catholic now. the North, and launching a war which it
participation in the democratic politics of ~ The denigration of the War of Independ- did not let up on until an acceptable variant
the British state as lethal to the united ence and the exalting of the 1st World of the state was brought about, and the
Ireland ideal. The War worked out as the War, while questions about what it was pretence of Northern Ireland being a

lesser evil, but one did not need
acknowledge it as such.
(The Unionists opposed integrationi

to for are impatiently brushed aside, suggestslemocracy was dropped.

that respectable people are now coming to Brendan Clifford
Q

the democracy of the state because t
British political sense had atrophied duri
their glorious half-century, and they we
certain that in British politics the Papis
would outwit them.)

Meleady's vehement condemnation
the Provos for having made war, so lg

after they have brought that war to|a

constitutional end in a settlement that

widely acceptable, at least for the time

being, suggests that he must have ad
ated some course of action in the North
situation.
supported the attempt to bring the No

within the democracy of the state, and Ifm

sure l would have heard if he did. 1twol
be interesting to know what he d
advocate.

There might well be some great flawn
the analysis that the North was excluded

from the democracy of the state of whi
it was part. | would be very grateful if
was shown to me.

I do not know that he ever

heir
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- Sinn Féin and Fianna Fail

In last month's editorial it was asked: ately, for him, he buckled under the fero-
"Is Sinn Féin set to assume the leadershipcious media pressure of the final week.
of Irish Republicanism?"

On the evidence of the Presidential
Election and Dublin West by election the
ocanswer to that question must be no. In
arnterms of political achievement, Martin

McGuinness stood well above all of the
other candidates and yet he finished third
with less than 14% of the vote. All he did
ig Was retain the Sinn Féin core vote as well
q as winning votes that would otherwise

of
g
The opportunities opened up by the
entry of the Deputy First Minister of
Northern Ireland were squandered by
McGuinness himself. The Frontline debate
will not be remembered for McGuinness’s
reference to the Northern conflict but the
squalid dispute between himself and Sean
Gallagher in which neither man emerged
with much credit. Gallagher lost the elect-

have gone to the United Left Alliance. 1on, not belgause of his assouatlons;_ with
Fianna Fail, but because he denied a

A statesman is someone who can rise - .
above the routine political instincts of his ;pemﬂcaspect (fundrals[ng) ofthgm. That
supporters in order to lead them in an IS notmgch ofacqnsolaﬂonforSmn Fein.
unexpected direction which advances their Certainly, Martin McGuinness had a

interests. By this demanding measured'fflcuny in this campaign. The British

- —
(2]

th

)

| did not focus on the exclusion fro
democracy as a moral issue. What |

as significant was not democracy as a kjnd
of moral entity, butdemocracy as a politi¢a
mechanism of an all-absorbing kind, whith
sucks everything into the gravitationgl
field of party conflict, and largely subverfs

other forms of social conflict. The Britis|

democratic system does this more
effectively than any other | know of, and
| took it that the structural cause of the
persistence of communal conflict in the
North generation after generation wphs

exclusion from it.

The context of politics during the ha
century of peace was communal confli
This led to war when the local ruling bog
wentberserk. The War led to organisat

McGuinness’s achievements in the North GO\./e.rnm'ent has not pgssed an Act of
must qualify as statesmanship. But in theOb“VIon n which the actions of j[he IRA
South he failed lamentably in the Presiden—wOUId be immune .f“”T‘ prosecution. That
hial election is understood instinctively by a Northern

| .

McGuinness can legitimately claim that elect'\c/)lraée,. but nothso 'T tEe Sd?uttﬁ The
the South has not come to terms with what" &) /¢ 2UINNESS Chose o handie this was

has happened in the North in the last 4Oto deny that he had killed anyone—directly

years. OnthErontlinedebate he tellingly or mdweptly—and toclaim that he had left
made the point that in 1969 Jack Lynch’s the IRA in 1.974' However, it WO[.JId have
Government promised to aid the nationalist beeq better. ithe had refu; ed tq discuss any
population and then stood idly by. As a Qetalls Wh'le. not denying his general
consequence the nationalist populationInVOIVement in the armed'strugglg. That
was left to its own devices and therefore V&Y he would have avoided trying to

the moral indignation of theien pensant e);‘pl?:n Wh?t hlfl Wasbdomg since 1974
media intellectuals in the South is con- \V;'c" Was frankly embarrassing (a mere

I temptible. For a brief period in the Sinn Féin activist when that party hardly

Ct. campaign Sean Gallagher showed that heex'Sted as an electoral force).
y was worthy of Presidential Office when  Perhaps Sinn Féin will tell itself that

&t

onhe refused to "politicise grief". Unfortun- the prospect of Martin McGuinness
9
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becoming President was unrealistic bec- The financial retrenchment, which the encies, the Sinn Féin vote was down on
ause the South is incapable of engaging-ianna Fail led government embarked onthe General Election. However, it neglect-
with the North. In explaining its modest does not seem misconceived when theed to say that the overall number of votes
vote it might say that the South could electalternative is looked at: Greece. Ireland’s that were cast was down on the Election.
Mary McAleese fourteen years ago in record of fiscal responsibility may prove So, giving the percentage figures would
1997, but electing McGuinness in 2011 an asset in obtaining concessions fromhave been more meaningful, but would
was a step too far notwithstanding the Europe and emerging from dependencenot have suited the propaganda needs of

Peace Process. Perhaps Sinn Féin's calcubn IMF/EU funding. the moment.

ationwas correct, butthe matterwasnever Sinn Féin might still replace Fianna

really put to the test. Fail as the main opposition party, but the Itwas not a slight thing for Sinn Fein to
There is no doubt that McGuinness’s window of opportunity is gradually hold its vote with the media hostility

entry electrified the campaign, but as it closing. directed againstitas never before, because

drew towards its conclusion he was releg- John Martin of its presumption in contesting the Pres-

ated to a poor third. It is one thing to ask idency with a Northern Provo as its

the electorate of the 26 counties to engage=ditor's Note candidate, giving Eoghan Harris his best

with the Northern experience but it is  Twounpopular Sinn Fein actions should opportunity to damage it with his selective
quite another to demand that it recognisebe taken account of, when assessing themotionalist expertise.

the failure of the State. McGuinness told Party's capacity for statesmanship: {he

us about the greed, corruption, brown initial support for the Bank Guarantge

envelope culture and economic failure of when Labour opposed it; and support for

this benighted land. The electorate saw itthe failed Amendment referendum [o Editorial Digest
asacaricature. "Down here" itwas difficult empower the Dail.

to take the eco?omlc am.j. moral lecture Also, politics does not consist only ¢f Majority in North? There has for some
from someone “up there” who had not . "o especially in the North—whele time been speculation that the Catholic
been involved in Southern politics. He _ - .0 o were. in a sense, detached flom POPUlation in the North has overtaken the

claimedthathewastheonly"antiestablish-the roper business of politics. which lis Protestant population. This was fuelled
prop P ! by the refusal of the British Government

ment" candidate and thereby demotedth : fastate. The P Had
himself from being a statesman to a mere € governing of a stateé. The Frovos ad , release some of the details of the 2001

rebel. from the start a political as well as|a census. But now other figures have
military dimension. They did not negleft  emerged. Two-thirds of students at Ulster
Fianna FAIL to feel out the political situation for possib-  Universities are Catholic. This was at first

Itis too early to say that Fianna Fail will jlities, even when the general situatipn responded to by the claim that an awful lot
recover from its General Election melt- was such that military action was all thiat  of Protestants go to universities in Britain.
down. However, its prospects seem bright-counted. We have no reason to doubt Mc Then it emerged that almost as many
er than they were one month ago. FineGuinness when he says that he transfefred Catholics go there also. But it could still
Gael failed to win the Presidential election from the military wing to the political. | be put down to some extent to Protestant
and a candidate with a strong associationyas the long political preparation thht under achievement at school. (Irish News.
with Fianna Fail almost succeeded. Themade the Good FridayAgreement possib|e 19th OCt')

: : ; . . " Then another figure emerged. Cath-
nightmare scenario (from Fianna Fail's andinaugurated akind of electoral politi¢s. jics comprise 51%%f all schogol pupils!

point of view) of a Sinn Féin Presidency Ifthe SDLP had notlostits sense of the  (gelfast Telegraph. 19th Oct.) It can be
did not materialise. o reality of things in the North, itmighthave  expected that democratic arguments will
More encouragingly the Party finished dominated the electoral scene mgde be setaside by Unionists, should a majority
joir;:second intlze Dugl(;n Wefst by electionOI possible by the GFA—butthe GFAwou|d  for a United Ireland emerge.
with a 26 year old candidate. Ifitis accepted i '
thatSinnyFéin represents the most seFr)iou;tcl)l:it?;visﬁ(;g thgnag:ge\\//éa T\,er]t ?;nzr?]{OSDLP Leadership: the race to succ_eed
long term threatto Fianna Fail's recover p aai i Margaret ‘Poppy' Ritchie is in full swing.
9 . . i Y» John Hume, who had to act against his conall McDevitt is now in poll position
the poor showing of Sinn Féin is even own party and put up with abuse from with Patsy McGlone (who started the
more encouraging. Although Sinn Féin Southern media pundits like Eam@n challenge). Interestingly, McDevitt's
increased its share, the protest vote inDunphy in his realistic peace efforts. launch attracted 100 people, while that of
Dublin West gravitated towards the . . Alisdair McDonnell, the most arrogant
Socialist Party candidate. Fine Gael was widely expected o Win  qjitician in the North, attracted a mere
It should also be mentioned that the the Presidency, but suffered a disaster} It 20 The fourth candidate, Richie's favour-
successful Labour candidate in Dublin 'émortgaged its headquarters to molint jte, Alex Attwood, seems to be coming
West has gi\/en many hostages to fortunethe Presidential Campaign and did not jet nowhere. It's'not quite up there with the
both during the election and, more fool- enough vot.es to avall of the Euro ZOQ,OOO Race for the Aras in the Squth, but gqod
ishly, afterwards. State subsidy for candidates achieving a fun all the same. Attwood. is an MLA in
T L i West Belfast. If he falls, it could mean
The Irish economy is still parlous, but 12-5% quota. Only three candidates put Sinn F&in holding all 6 St  seats i
it has stabilised. The current government©f the seven have qualified for the mongy. thmtn emt't oding a ormont seats in
is set to pay back about 750 million euro Sinn Fein came in over the quota, and will - that constituency.
of unguaranteed senior debtin Anglo Irish therefore get the grant. Derry's new Chief Executiveis Sharon
Bank. If Labour and Fine Gael think even TheSunday Ind deletd a strident O"Connor. She was appointed to take up
unguaranteed debt should be paid back it . e>unday independeteld a striden her post on 17th October at a salary of
begs the question as to the fuss thes@nli-Sinn Fein media campaign. EVEn 197 600 pounds a year (plus of course
parties, particularly Labour, generated after the results were published, it cogld  {hose famous expenses)—some wit said
about the State guarantee in the lastnot restrain it@nimus when reporting[  that's more than a pound a head for every
election. votes cast, it claimed that, in most constifu- man woman and child in Derry! Now itis




claimed that she is the best person for the
job and you have to pay big money to
attract the best, etc., etc. Not quite. Even
before she started her job, itwas discovered
that she would have to be mentored for a
whole year. This involved bringing a
woman called Annie Ralph over from
England to teach O'Connor the job. Ralph
is being paid 500 pounds a day. Nice work
if you can get it.

The City of Culture offices in Derry were
bombed on 12th October. This is the
second recent bombing of the building.
Who did it or why are still mysteries. It
should be pointed out that Derrgay of
Culturestatus is a Mickey Mouse affair. It
is has not achieved the prestigious Euro-
pean status achieved by places like
Glasgow, Liverpool or Cork, merely a
new makey—uppy thing called the 'UK
City of Culture'. Not something you'd
think anyone would get too excited about.

The "victims industry” booms and
develops in the North. Victims' Commis-
sioner, Brendan McAllister, announced in

late September at a conference that there

were 500,000 victims in the Province.
That's his job secure then.
were based on a report by an outfit calling
itself the Northern Ireland Statistics and
Research Unit that a third of the people
were affected by the "troubles". Does that
mean that a million people did not notice
anything going on?

Al Hutchinson is, formally, the Police
Ombudsman for Northern Ireland. As we
have pointed out here in the past, he is
nothing of the kind. He is the tool of the
State security apparatus. When the world
and its mother knew that the bombing of
McGurk's Bar was the work of Loyalists,
to say the least, Hutchinson continued to
give credence to the original British and
RUC propaganda that it was an IRA 'own
goal'. His masters told him to cop himself
on and he changed his story saying that the
IRA had nothing to do with it, but still
refused the criticise the pre-conceptions
with which the RUC conducted its
‘investigation’. But he continues in his
policy of cover—ups.

His figures Pat Finucanewas a Belfast solicitor who

On October 19th 100 relatives and friends
of the six Catholics killed in Loughlan-
island in 1994 picketed his office calling
for him to go. He refuses. The Chief
Executive of the Agency, Sam Pollack,
has resigned on the grounds that Hutchin-
son does nothing about anything. Thereis
already a backlog of five years worth of
cases to be investigated. John O'Dowd,
Martin McGuinness's temporary replace-
ment as Deputy First Minister, has called
for his resignation. But the system at
Stormont means that the Minister in each
department is like a Prime Minister and
doesn't have to take any notice of what
other Ministers say. The relevant Minister
here is the Leader of the Alliance Party,
David Ford, who can be relied on to do
whatever the British want him to do.

Hutchinson's predecessor was Nuala
O'Loan and she made a fair fist of the job.
Here's what she was reported as saying in
the Irish Newsof 20th October: "It did
work, all the indicators were there and it
was serving the whole community and
what we have now must be devastating for
the really good staff who are operating
inside that office.”

represented many Republicans, including
Bobby Sands and other Hunger Strikers.
In February 1989 he was shot 14 times and
killed in his home by members of the
Ulster Defence Association, acting on
behalf of the British and with the assistance
ofthe RUC and the Force Research Unit—
akind of SAS whichis backin the Province
since early this year. His wife was wounded
in the attack which was witnessed by his
three children. All this is established fact
—and is accepted even by the British, and
was established by the Stevens Reportand
the Cory Report.

At the time, the British tried to claim
that Pat Finucane was an IRA member, as
if that excused what happened. The only
'support' for this claim was the statement
by Ruth Dudley Edwards's favourite
informer and murderer, Sean O'Callaghan,
that he saw him at an IRA meeting. This,
like all O'Callaghan's statements, was
discounted by the British and Canadian

investigations. About a year ago the Finu-
cane family were given to understand that
there was to be a public inquiry with the
power to call any witness it liked. The
family was invited to Downing Street in
mid—October to hear the details of this
inquiry.

Only when they were with David
Cameron were they told that there was to
be no public inquiry. Inthe time it took for
them to fly from Belfast to London,
Cameron was informed by his spy agency
that such an inquiry would expose the
horrible details of Britain's dirty war and
would implicate people all the way up to
Governmentlevel. So he told them that he
would have a Judge look into the matter!
Theywalked outin disgust. Now Cameron
and the Northern Ireland Secretary, Owen
Paterson, knowwho and whatwas involved
and are covering it up. Sinn Féin's Jim
Gibney put that matter well in his column
in thelrish News 20th October:"It was
the absence of human decency at its most
basic level... They know the truth already.
It is keeping it from the Finucane family
and the rest of the world that preoccupies
them."

James Connollyis to be commemorated in

a ceremony in Belfast City Hall on the
100th anniversary of his arrival in Belfast
to organise dockers and mill workers. The
centrepiece of the occasion will be a portrait
of Connolly by Frank Quigley, which will
replace the portrait of the English Royal
family in the the office of the Mayor of
Belfast, Sinn Féin's Niall O'Donnghaile, a
Councillor from the Short Strand. The
event is being organised by the Services
Industrial Professional and Technical
Union (SIPTU)—formerly Connolly's
Irish Transport and General Workers'
Union. The event will be addressed by
Sinn Féin Culture Minister, Caral Ni
Chuilin and South Belfast UDA leader
and SIPTU activist, Jackie McDonald.
Mr. McDonald told the Belfast Tele-
graph: "For too long working-class
loyalists have been demonised... Thisis a
good opportunity to make our voices heard.
I will be talking about the poor and
disadvantaged and the need to get jobs for

Election Results

Dana Rosemary Scallon 2.9%
Mary Davis

Presidency

There were 1,771,762 valid votes cast in
the election, a turn-out of 56.11%. The

guota was 885,882. First Preference Votes

were cast as follows (with the figure after

final transfers in brackets): strict sense of the word within proportional Patrick Nulty (Lab)  24.3% 8,665
Michael D. Higgins  39.6% 701,101 representation—whereitis applicabletomulti- _ (17,636)
(1,007,104) member constituencies. The country formed aDavid McGuinness (FF21.7% 7,742

Sean Gallagher 28.5% 504,964 single constituency for this election, and so _ (11,590)
(628,114)  therewas ntquota’, merely transfers of votes Ruth Coppinger (Soc.Party) 21.1% 7,542

Martin McGuinness 13.7% 243,030 until the winning candidate got his majority. (9,873)
(265,196) The same consideration applies to the reportEithne Loftus (FG) ~ 14.7% 5,263 (5,942

Gay Mitchell 6.4% 113,321 below, as there was only one Dail seat to bePaul Donnellly (SF)  8.9% 3,173 (3,309
(136,309) filled.) Roderic O'Gorman (GPp.0% 1,787 (1,925

David Norris

6.2% 109,469

(116,526)
2.7%

51,220 Minister Brian Lenihan caused a By-Electiof.
48,657 Below are the results for the main contenddfrs:

Dublin West By-Election

The death of former Fianna Fail Finan¢e

There was a 58.3% turnout, with 35,702
rst

(The RTE website provides a full breakdown valid votes cast. The quota was 17,852. F
of transfers. It uses the wotduota’, when  Preference Votes were cast as follows (wj
giving the vote required for election but, as we the figure after final transfers in brackets):
understand it, there is not"guota’, in the

th
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our young people and about the need to
give them ambition in life." Connolly
would be proud!

Colonel Gaddafi'spublic torture and execu-
tion was greeted with glee by thésh
News and thdelfast Telegrapbn 21st of
October, with the latter's headline being
"Killed like a dog in a gutter, very few in
Libya are grieving his end". Next day
both papers pulled themselves back a bit,
though oneBelfast Telegraphwriter,
signing himself only BM!, talked abotd
rat in a sewer." Hillary Clinton has been
filmed laughing at the scenes from the
public execution on television. The Clin-
tons get a far too good a press in this part
of the world, especially from Nationalists.

Only a few days before these horrible
scenes Martin McGuinness was singing
their praises. Butthe Clintons have form.
Before Bill Clinton became President his
challenger for the Democratic nomination
was Michael Dukakis, A New Englander
of Greek origin, and an opponent of capital
punishment. The Clintons went for the
support of the punishment enthusiasts in
their Party. Arkansas held a prisoner on
death row who was a vegetable having
been shot in the head. But Governor
Clinton had him executed anyway to show
how macho he could be and with the full
support of Hillary. That is what the 'nice’

the 'facts'impliedinitare rubbish. Several
ofthem have themselvesin the past belong-
ed to the Republican Movement and know
the score. No one took an oath of allegiance
tothe IRA. When this writer joined, along
with six or seven others, and not all that
long before Mr. McGuinness joined, the
procedure was simple. On a blank piece of
paperyouwrot....... wishto be amember
of the Irish Republican Armgf words to
that effect. This was handed to the local
OC and you were in. The paper was
destroyed. There was no ceremony of any
kind—much less an oath of allegiance.

his native Fermanagh. Secretary of State,
Owen Paterson, author of the disastrous
UUP/Conservative pactatthe last election,
spoke from the platform and received a
standing ovation. Strange lot!

Some war statistics. The IRA killed just

over 600 soldiers and 302 police. They
themselves lost 140, including 25 killed
by Loyalists. 10,000 police were injured
and 75 committed suicide. The RUC
killed 52 people. The total death toll was
justunder 3,400. (Belfast Telegraph, 24th
October)

McGuinness promised to campaign in Council of the Isles This is Scottish

all of the Six Counties as well as the other
26, and has been doing so. Many people
are in favour of giving the vote to the
people of the North, as well as the wider
diaspora, for Presidential Elections. If
that were the case now, | have little doubt
that McGuinness would be President,
which probably means the the Southern
establishmentwill never allowitto happen,
and the McAleese family will shut up
about it. | saw two films of McGuinness's
Northern campaigning. The first saw
thousands gathering around the Bogside
to see him off from Derry. The second was
a packed hall in Omagh, with hundreds
unable to getin, and attended by two of the
survivors of the Omagh Bombing!

Clintons are made of. And now she hasThe Ulster Unionist Party, what's left of it,

taken to enjoying snuff movies. Her
comment at the time was'We came, we
saw, he died"

Martin McGuinness' run for the Aras has
been peppered by questions from the media
about how he could reconcile his oath of
allegiance to the IRA and the one he would

have to take as President and head of the

National Army. Quite a number of people
asking this question know very well that

is holding its Conference in Armagh as we
go to print. Théelfast Telegrapharried
outapoll of delegates. The mostexercising
issue was the the wish of 90% to see the
UUP leave the Power-Sharing Executive
and set up aformal Opposition at Stormont
—preferably jointly with the SDLP
(official membership, 300). Leader, Tom
Elliot, received an 82% approval rating—
though it must be pointed out that the bulk
of the UUP membership is now based in

National Party leader, Alex Salmond's 'big
idea’. He made much of it in a document
released by the Scottish devolved govern-
ment last St. Patrick's Day—referring
throughout to ta "British Isles"” In effect

he wants Ireland bound ever closer to
England."l believe that what works today
for independent Ireland will also work in
the future for independent ScotlandUt

the SNP accepts that a futlirelependent”
Scotland will have as its Head of State the
Queen of England.

"The British-Irish Council of today—
and a future Council of the Isles, modelled
on the extremely effective partnership of
the Nordic Council between the indepen-
dent nations of Scandinavia—is an
example of the sort of modern, 21st cen-
tury relationship that should exist between
Scotland and the rest of the UK."

No, Mr Salmond. The Nordic countries
all have their own Heads of State.

"Through a future Council of the Isles,
and indeed through our membership of
the EU, | can certainly see co-operation
on security and climate change between
Scotland, Ireland, England, Wales,
Northern Ireland and the wider world."
Security? That in English terms means
going to war and nothing else. Methinks
the SNP speaks with forked tongue!

Report

Irish Jewish Boys Assaulted
On Poppy Day

Cork Jewish solicitor Gerald Y. Gold-
berg (1912-2003) added to his achieve-
ments in 1977 when he was elected Lord
Mayor of his native city. By his own
admission hégrew up a rowdy". So it
was that, in order téput manners"on

only lasted afew years there. As he furthekyas to commission portraits of both M

recalled:

"A German boy (also Jewish—MO'R) Lord Mayor of Cork's office. At this ti
had asked to be excused from the Armisticeof year it is also worth noting how Go
Day events as he felt it would be unpatriotic berg's vignette reminds us of the Britjsh
of himto salute the British dead. The schooljmperialist character of Poppy Day frgm
the word go.

authorities agreed and it made my brother.
and me think. We then went to see the

Headmaster and also asked to be excused

ordered back to Cork by their parents §
, _ ¢ enrolled in Presentation Brothers' Collgg
both him and his brother, their parentsqgescribed by Gerald ddike a holiday
decided to send them to a Jewish boardingamp compared to the other placelis
describe a%a place full of upstarts'They  were to remain Goldberg's heroes, anf

onthe grounds that the British had murde
(Cork Lord Mayor Terence) MacSwin

jﬂRIVING MR. VENUS FLYTRAP

and assassinated our Lord Mayor, Tho
MacCurtain. Well, he went through t
bloody roof, We got three lashes each

the cane for suggesting such a thing an|
a result, my brother ran away."

as

The Goldberg boys were immediatg|

as
dAn editor rides his electric car.
itherribly nice Greenpeace chaps protec

drink caffe-latte in an Antarctic gale.
More resounding headlines from paper t

liban shoot one another, own goal.
hti-vivisection bods find cop mole.
Nice man that editor, very beguiling

Rutwho's that on the front page dripping blgod?

tremoved King Idris a British puppet)

%ﬁt by friendly-fire but kept on smiling.

the
whale,

bar:

Swiney and MacCurtain to hang inﬁEas lib values spring from Western pulpit
[

Manus O'Riordan

hErenzied ghouls sink teeth, frenzied ink hul

Nato the chauffeur drives him to the clu
where death dances and wines- dines
P culprits.

Wilson John Haire

bub
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A ReacTioNARY DEMAND INVESTMENT AND ProDUCTION

The demandto burn senior bondholders In the aftermath of the Second World
is a reactionary demand because it avoiddVar there was an organic connection bet-
Shorts thinking about what happened in the weeninvestmentand production. Investors
economy. Itis no accident that it has beendeferred to senior managers of an enter-
advocated by the right in this country (e.g. prise and these managers tended to have
from Shane Ross). spent all their lives in a specific industry.
Of all the many articles and books that In many cases they were promoted from
the Long Fellow have been written about the economicthe shop-floor. Investors had a dependent
crisis in this country, the best (apart from relationship with the Chief Executives of
this magazine of course) was written by large enterprises and were willing to accept
'RELIAND AND GREECE . Michael Lewis inVanity Fair. Lewis has periods oflow returns on the understanding
It's a pity that commentators, unlike ihe rare talent of summing up a complexthat in the long term satisfactory returns
politicians, are not made accountable forgyent in a few pithy sentences. To para-would be obtained.
what they say. A few years ago NObe'phrase him: Iceland, through its banks, Butinthe 1970s in Britain and America
Prize winner Paul Krugman praised Greecé,orrowed to buy the world; Ireland, by the shareholders began to assert them-
for not cutting its costs and denouncedcqnirast, borrowed to buy Ireland. selves. James Goldsmith believed that, if
Ireland for its austerity programme. He |t the panks borrowed to help speculat- shareholders were not obtaining a satis-
was reflecting the views of various econ-qrs puy Ireland” who sold Ireland? It factory return, the Chief Executives should
omists in this country. Now Greece cqy|d only be other Irish people. There be sacked and/or capital should withdraw
continues in its downward spiral while a5 a massive transfer of wealth from onefrom that industry. The organic ties
Ireland looks like it could emerge from 4,05 of people (the buyers of land) to between individual capitals and specific
the crisis. another group (the sellers of land). Theindustries were loosened and, as Marx
_The Long Fellow was amazed to heargiate has a massive capacity to raise taxepredicted, all capital became an unvarieg-
Sinn Féin Dublin West candidate Paulgrom this latter group of people. ated social lump. In the long term this led
Donnelly praising Greece on the Vincent  agmjttedly some of the value dis- to dysfunctional investment decisions.
Browne show and its ability to obtain 5yheared in the form of investment in Germany was not so affected by this since
concessions from the EU. Sinn Féin hag,qyses with no social need, but it is alsoits industry tended to be financed by bank
developed a fetish for burning bondholdersyye case that a large proportion of the costsapital and the banks had a very intimate
which, if Donnelly is anything to go by, \ere borne by foreign banks such as Royakconnection with local industry. But even
includes Sovereign as well as Bank debtgank of Scotland (Ulster Bank), Bank of in Germany these connections were
According to this view, if wrecking the gcqtland, Danske bank (National Irish loosened.

economy enables the bondholders to bggank) and Rabo Bank (ACC). The separation of capital from prod-
burnt, well, so much the better. uction on a global scale could not be
THE CRrisis oF CAPITALISM sustained. The international economic

GamsLING DesTs? Karl Marx was as good a journalist as Crisis consists in théorcible restoration

The advocates of burning senior bond-ichael Lewis! While the German had a ©of their unity".

holdelrs(givg lthg impressio; lthat thesgendency to be long-winded and a little
people (mainly Pension and Investmenty,rgig he also had the same talent for

i AR IRELAND AND THE Economic CRisis
funds) were speculators, betting on théypaining in a few sentences a complex

turn of a roulette wheel and that they hadygcess. The potential for economic crisis ~ The impression given by some Irish
invested in the bank. Nothing could begyisied from the dawn of capitalism. The Commentators is that the International
further from the truth. The investors or problem began when the act of sale andeconomic crisis has nothing to do with
shareholders in, for example, Anglo Irish purchase were separated by time and Spacér:eland's domestic crisis. One of the most

Bank lost 100% of their investment. The open economies in the world should have
Senior Bondholders lent money to the "When these two processes do not pasdeenimpervious to international economic
bank; they did not 'invest' in it. Legally  from one to the other in a continuous developments! The factthat the two crises
they were no different from depositors. stream, but become independent of eachare contemporaneous s justa coincidence!
No bank in the Euro zone has burntits  other the crisis is there'Theories of According to this infantile analysis, an
senior bondholders. A couple of verysmall ~ Surplus Valug economic and political elite destroyed the
banks in Denmark did burn their unguar- country by their greed. However, the
anteed senior debt. However, as a con- And: economic statistics do not bear out this

sequence, even very strong banks suchas i they were only separate without analysis. The indefatigable bloggéohn
Danske bank have had their borrowing peing a unity, then no forcible restoration the Optimist”on irisheconomy.iegives
costs increase. of their unity would be possible, no crisis. Some interesting statistics from the ESRI
Before the current crisis there was a |f they were only a unity without being and Central Statistics Office, showing
view that the money of bank depositors separate, then no forcible separationlreland's level of inequality has actually
and holders of senior debt was safe. The would be possible, which again is crisis. decreased in the last couple of decades. In
interest rate of debt across the Euro zone It is the forcible restoration of unity 1994, at the start of the last FG/Labour/
was almost identical. Since then, the calls between independent phases and theDemocratic Left Coalition, the proportion
for burning bond holders have had the forcible separation from each other of of the population living below the poverty
effect of introducing speculation into this ~ processes which in essence are one.”  |ine (60% of median income) was 15.5%.
area where formerly there was none. This increased in subsequent years until it
The core countries thought the new era Of course, the very instability of the reached a peak of 21.9% in 2001. From
of speculation was useful. They decidedsystem enabled its rapid development.then on the percentages reduced every
to use the new speculative market to punisicach separation of the component parts ofyear. In 2009 the figure was 14.1%. This
Ireland and Greece with higher interestthe "unity” (or system) led to a massive compares quite well with other countries.
rates. But they now realise that once thencrease in production; that is, until the In 2008 the figures for Germany and
Pandora's Box was opened it is not easy tpresent when the whole system threatensgreland were about the same.
close it again. to implode. The greater level of equality cannot be
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explained by thédestruction of the econ-
omy" since the 60% of median income
figure has alsoriseninrealterms (i.e. after
adjusting for inflation) by almost 94%
since 1994.

has had a devastating effect on Fr. Kevinpiece of waffle:
Reynolds, his family, his peers, his parish-
ioners in Ahascragh, those in the diocese
of Kakamega in Kenya who were aware
of the allegations and all those who know
him or of him.

"RTE fully and unreservedly apolog- Continuing to miss (or evade) the point,
isesto Fr. Kevin Reynolds for this defam- he said:

ation and deeply regrets the serious "Children were abused, it was not
consequences suffered by him. He was  handled appropriately by the Church.
entirely innocent of the allegations "We brought that to the attention of the
broadcast about him.” Vatican and asked for their response. We
are not going to be dragged into a
prolonged semantic debate about standing
up this phrase or that phrase.”

"Let's be clear about the specifics',
Gilmore replied. "Children were abused.
Let's not be distracted now, let's not miss
the point.”

DerFeNDING THE CATHoLIC CHURCH

Under capitalism production indirectly
satisfies social needs. The primary purpose
of production is to maximise the rate of
return for the owner of capital. The problem
is that no system has yet been devised to
provide directly for social needs. The Long
Fellow's instinctis to defend social institu-
tions, even conservative ones such as th
Catholic Church, that mitigate the effects
ofthe market. However, this is a view that
is not widely shared within the media and
the political parties.

Inthe case of RTE it was forced to issue
the following abject apology:

"On the evening of the 23rd May 2011,
RTE broadcasta Prime Time Investigates
programme entitled "A Mission to Prey".
Before this broadcast Prime Time WhenEamon Gilmore was asked about

conducted an interview with Fr. Kevin the statement he resorted to the following
Reynolds, the then parish priest at Ahgs
cragh in Galway. This interview todk

place beside the parochial house after|the

annual First Holy Communion Masp. . . .
During this interview allegations wele L€tter To Martin McGuinness About His
- Presidential Campaign

On July 20th in the Dail Enda Kenny
the leader of Fine Gael, the traditional
conservative party, accused the Catholic

Church of frustrating'an inquiry in a You always know that when a politician
sovereign, democratic republic aslittle as begins a statement with the wotlis's be
three years ago, not three decades ‘ago’ clear" he is going to be anything but. No

But it turns out its criticism had no evidence to support the grave allegation
substance. Accordingto VincentBrowne: of the Vatican frustratintan inquiry in a

"A spokesman said that Kenny wasn't sovereign, democratic republiotas

referring to any specific incident; it was, produced.

rather, a figure of speech'S¢nday As Michael Stack has pointed out in

Business PosfL1/9/11). this magazine the Irish Government decid-
edto damage its relations with the Vatican
for purely domestic political purposes.

made against Fr. Reynolds. He i
mediately protested his innocence gnd

denied all the allegations. Between the
interview and the broadcast, Fr. KeJin On 4th October, Philip O'Connor sent the following letter to Martin McGuinness:

Reynolds, through his Solicitors, repeated . . . . L
his protestations of innocence, asked TeDear Martin, | watched you on Vincent  Firstly: What the election campaign is

notto broadcast the interview and volyn- Browne tonight (and indeed listened to driving home is that the "left-Right" divide
teered to undergo a paternity test. Primeyou on Eamon Dunphy on Sunday). Well in Ireland is a myth and a fantasy. The
Time duly broadcast the programme done, you are handling the campaign veryfundamental divide is what is called
accusing Fr. Reynolds of raping a mirjor yye||, the "Civil War" divide—the conflict
named Venerandawhile hewasamissfon- | jiva many, many others—admire between those who side with the Repub-

gﬁé”;;gg?;ﬁgﬂ ?rﬁg ?gpicﬂgj VC:? Iglcyou as aman of substance. We are impreslican perspective of 1916 and those who
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accused of secretly providing funds
Sheila.

"Both Veneranda and Sheila we
interviewed in the programme to corr|
borate the allegations. As a result
Kevin Reynolds was obliged to sta
down from ministry and was removed

the parish priest of Ahascragh. He had to

leave his home and his parish. He v
compelled by the actions of RTE
institute High Court defamation proceg
ings to vindicate his good name a|
reputation.

"RTE acknowledges that the mater,
in the programme concerning Fr. Reg

o Sedthatyouwere aleadership figure in thealign themselves with the compromise of
IRA when it mattered—up to 1974 or Free Statism and the Redmondism that
re whenever. The South—to its eternal lurked at its heart. In the recent General
P- shame—washed its hands of the North inElection a mistake of electoral arith-
" its moment of greatest need, in 1969, andnetic created a situation where the
;‘i denied even itself at the "Arms Trial" in traditional southern party of Republican-
1970, and you Northerners had to createism was virtually wiped out. That vacuum
asfrom nothing the means of your defence will re-fill itself, for sure. But that arith-
o and of your advance. And you did it. And metic moment was a moment of oppor-
d- the majority even here takes its hat off to tunity for the verbal adherents of the "Left-
hd you for it. Stand proudly by that. Right" divide. But from the start they—
But those in the South who "turn off* i.e. the Labour Party—made it crystal
a your message, are doing so for a reasonclear that they didn't believe for a moment

nolds ought never to have been broadg
RTE now fully and unreservedly acce

;gtThis is partly because they do not engagetheir own "left-right" demagogy and that

ts with "the North" (unfortunately) and there could be no question that labour

that the allegations made by Prime Tine believe that for SF the South remains awould seize this opportunity to create a
against Fr. Kevin Reynolds are baselgss,foreign planet, and that what you have togenuine "Left-Right" divide of a FG-led

without any foundation whatever afd say about it contrasts so starkly with your Govt and a Labour-led opposition. When
untrue and that Fr. Reynolds is a pries} of e glism about the society and people ofthe chips were down, such a re-alignment

the utmost integrity who has had

unblemished 40 year career in the prigst-
hood and who has made a valuaple
contribution to society in Kenya ar/d and all.
Ireland both in education and in ministty.

"RTE acknowledges the defamatipn me.

" the North. | believe thatyou mustembracemade no sense at all to the Labour

the southern State, in some real way, wartdeadership. For them the issue remained
FF vs the rest'Cronyism" versus the
"Good People"(as defined by Fintan
O'Tooleet al). Rabbitte let the cat out of

Let me explain, if you will bear with



the bag after Brian Lenihan's death whEn
he spoke of the respect that persisted folR€SpONse To Stephen

the man'across the great divide of Iris Richards Letter
politics”, by which he unmistakenly megnt _ _ _
FFvs FG-Lab. The same CivilWardivide ~ This letter shows the ineradicah

is fundamental in the essential conflict pf antipathy of feeling that was bred oy
this presidential election. two generations between the two comm
ities in the 6 County region of the Britig
Secondly: | believe that it is a healthystate under the condition of exclusi
thing that FG have had to revert to thgir from the political structures of the dem
blueshirt essence in this campaigp.cracy of the state. In our experien
Mitchell on the Newstalk programme canje scarcely anybody inthe Unionist commu
outvintage blueshirt, all guns blazing, afd ity was capable of envisaging life as it W
not justin relation to NIanti-terrorism" | experienced inthe Nationalistcommun
and wretchedSunningdalism), but also [ under those conditions. This letter sho
evenin his choice of saintd4att Talbot"), | have beendirected againstitigh Politi-
his Red-baiting (SF as Castroites) etc.| 1€al Reviewand Athol St., instead of §
is a fantastic thing about this campaign{— Martin McGuinness, as itassumes that
and thanks to SF—that southern society isanalysis of Northern Ireland, on which t
finally having to discuss the Norther|
War.
You are doing very well impressing o
southern consciousness the sheer scall

ut

for decades, was much ado about noth
b ¢hore to the pointin this magazine than

peace, and there is a perceptible grou
swell towards you. But the chief weakne
of your campaign—but really of Sin
Féin generally—is that you have little tp Northern Ireland in doing so, and felt ve
say about the Republic. You need to stprtmuch that they were engaged"some
talking about the Republic—what it wag, kind of liberation struggle”
what it is and what it might become. Ygu
must start articulating a Republicanis
that leaves the ground of a negati
lefty critique of the Republic (which i
essence dovetails with thigish Times
Fintan O'Toole's story of ‘dailed state"
and a "putrid reactionary state*—you
don'teven say such things about the Orangd 990s, something like the 1998 arran
state any more, for God's sake!).
Féin must embrace the Republic at|itst.
best, including its history (the 1930s
achievements of Dev (which wer
supported by SF), the 1937 Constituti
neutrality in WW2, the Lemass industri
revolution, Social Partnership of 1987
2007 etc.), and yes, embrace the Rep
lican state itself, and from that basis projqg
your wonderful all-island vision for the
future—or, as Niall Meehan recently p{it attempting to reason the liberals in
it so well on Indymedia—thus entthe | Unionistcommunity into seeking stabili
reactionary separation of northern anfl throughthe political normality of the sta
southern politics!" Itrefused. Anditended up blackguardi
| am an occasional writer ifrish | Us. And now we can only say that
Political Review a smd circulation but decline is all its own work. It was unab
not insignificant journal. to handle the effects of the dreadful syste
Yours, very sincerely, Philip O'Conndr it agreed to operate

5sthe support of the majority of the commyn

-ed on him as such. If there is a schi
within liberal Unionism and a tenden

It.

The idea that the IRA had lost in 199
but was saved by the British Governmg
n, strikes us as being of a kind with the id

- saved by Britain—and to have the sa|
|binspiration.
ct

=
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Two Launches And Public Meeting
Teachers' Club, 36 Parnell Square, Dublin
FRIDAY, 25th November, 7.30 pm FRIDAY, 25th November, 8.15 pm
Manus O'Riordan: Brendan Clifford:
The Vindication Of Brigadista & Union Man,
Jack James Larkin Jones

In Refutation Of The British Intelligence
Campaign Of Character Assassination

Northern Ireland: What Is It?
Professor Mansergh Changes His Ming

the
' the circl “this is capitalism and
h commentof this publication has been basec} e circle you say, "this Is capitalism an
n

A refutation of that analysi ld K
p A refutation of that analysis wou Eesuffering, but who gives a fuck about

; . : | . them?” Now as the circle shrinks, as it is
your northern achievements, in war apndby-play of sarcasm about McGuinnegs

hdwho was a victim who hit back and w¢n

PO,

Jeffrey Dudgeon's backers descrijed
him as aliberal Unionist and we commeht-
il
y

disowns Dudgeon, we know nothing abgut

nrinent was on offer, we never saw a sigip of

nt
ea
| thatthe IRAhad lostinJune 1921, butwas
me

But elitesin decline cannot be reasorned
with. We spent much time and effgrt
{he €°

g

—
[72)

le
mhope not. | hope the world is ready to say

Extract from Jinger Dixon's
Occupy Wall Street: My One Demand
(Information Clearing House, 18.10.11)

le

fr:-Occupy Wall Street:
)hn What Demand?

O_
e,
n- the “one demand” should be for the OWS
L Protest...

ty
ild

"I was recently asked what | thought

Take a map and draw a circle, then say,
everyone outside the circle is to have their
labor and resources exploited for the
benefit of those inside the circle. If you
live outside the circle you say, “this system
is completely fucked up”. Ifyou live inside

it's the best system on earth you should try

it it's awesome. Sure, people outside are

designedto do, concentrating accumulated
wealth, people begin finding themselves

ity who shared his experience of Britigh suddenly outside of the circle. They jump

ry

up and down and cry foul, but the ones still
in the circle say, “tough shit, you were too
slow, shoulda run faster to stay inside the
circle”. But then, they soon realize that
they too are too slow to keep up with the
rapidly shrinking circle, and quickly they
find themselves left out, so they cry foul.
“The system s broken!!!” they decry! But
is it? Isn't this the way the system has

If. between the mid-1970s and the late- @lways functioned? Why is it now broken
’ Je_just because they, we, no longer reside

within the bounds of its benefits? We
stand outside the ever shrinking circle,

4 yelling fixes, throwing band-aids, making

' demands that the ever shrinking circle
‘expand! at least big enough to include us
so that we can go back to not giving a fuck
about the people outside, but alas, it will
not. The circle does notexpand, itdoes not
know how. It only knows how to contract,
concentrate, condense, like a dark star
llapsing in on itself. There is no
“demand” that will drag the borders of the

fe circle back around us. And even if you

could, would you? Would you go back to
fucking the rest of the world to have your
cable TV and your steel belted radials? |

no more. No more. Therefore, since it is
my sincere belief that the circle is/was and
always will be fucked up, | say, surround

them and demand that they collapse in on
themselves and disappear into their own
black hole."

Jinger Dixon, global trends analyst
and contributor at Trends Research
Reloaded - http://guymcpherson.com
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archy in the name of 'freedom, socialism that is now dominant here in our media
and Pan-Arab unity', the whole thing was and academia.
* a bloodlesscoup (the British having
€s ahora arranged that the elderly pro-British King  Pore BeEnepicT XVI AND THE VATICAN

Idris was away in Turkey for medical  The Pope has been calling for peace
FALL OF PRESIDENT MUAMMAR Gapparl  treatment). This was so unlike Iran, where and dialogue since the whole Arab Spring
_ the American-backed Shah was creatingrevolutions began. Archbishop Louis Sako
Even as the pressin the West fell onthethe whole people’s enmity by savage of Kirkuk, Iraq has denounced the killing
corpse of President Gaddafi like hyenasrepression, that the British were congratul-of Christians by Islamists which began
and put pictures of him on their front ating themselves on'ery British coup'.  there after the fall of Saddam Hussein.
pages, | felt we had finally crossed the But Gaddafi became his own man and notwhile Saddam Hussein was in power,
Rubicon of all decency and common only survived despite the hatred of the |raq was very much a secular State that
humanity. When watching TV news ‘Free West' but flourished because he wasillowed a toleration of Christianity. In
bulletins, the newsreader always gives aa gifted geo-political strategist and was 21987, a census in Iraq revealed that there
warning to the effect that upcoming news main player of the African Union. He were 1.4 million Christians still in the
footage contained images of violence or created a secular society in Libya with an country. Now estimates put the figure at
death-images of war or starvation thus eventual 80% literacy rate, free medical petween 500,000 and 800,000 today, but
allowing the viewer to filter out such care, and third level educational supporteven that is regarded as a very optimistic
images. But the newspapers went for ourwith women being given equal rights.  figure. The Syrian Catholic Patriarch
visceraandinwalking into my newsagents  Thenin 1986 President Ronald Reagan,ignace Joseph 111 said that the most fero-
| hadn't time to stop and therefore waswho was running death squads all overcious assault yet by Muslim radicals on
ambushed by images that are now burnedsouth America, started bombing Gaddafi the Christian community was an attack on
forever onto my retina. | immediately —especially in his own compound in Catholics attending Sunday Mass at Our
walked outand refused to buy any of thoseTripoli. With Prime Minister Margaret | ady of Salvation Church in Baghdad,
newspapers as | wanted no part of theirThatcher's blessing, British-based Ameri- which left three young priests dead as well
evil doings. _can F-111 bombers, flying in support of as many of their congregations including
| watch France 24 TV News and again raids from US Navy carriers, wrecked the young children, women and men. Shortly
before they warned of the upcoming home compound of Gaddafi and—though before this incident, Iragi bishops at a
images. | was appalled to see a live anche and his wife escaped—their 15-monthsynod in Rome told of tHéerrorism and
bloodied Gaddafi being tossed into aold adopted baby girl was among the violence Christians and other minorities
vehicle and being beaten by what appearediead—all of whom were civilian casual- face: kidnappings, bombings of churches,
to be Libyan thugs. They spoke good ties. In February 1987, two months later, schools and other properties and threats
English, wore face-covering clothing and the entrepreneur Tony Rowland, who hadto Christian businesses as well as to their
their fingers were covered in huge rings of business dealings with Gaddafi and whojjves" The Islamists threaten thihe
goldand precious stones. Notyour averageownedThe Observenewspaper after the - doors of destruction and rivers of blood"
street Arab rebel then. My guess is thatAstors sold it—gotin touch with President will be opened on the Christians. A few
they were USUK Special Forces, almost Gaddafi and scored a journalistimupby  days after what Pope Benedict calfed
certainly mercenaries. The so-called getting him to agree to an interview with savage act"eleven car bombs aimed at
uprising in Libya was neither an uprising ObserverEditor Donald Trelford, along Christian shops and homes in Baghdad
nor popular but, with NATO bombings with photographer Sue Alder and Colin exploded, killing another 5 members of
and special squad assassinations, it wasmith who wrote this account up in the minority. Iragi Christians say they are
always going to have but one ending nowarshipsn April2011. Allthree travelled  now in far greater danger than at any time
matter how long it took. And finally the toLibyaina Learjetand metwith Gaddafi in their long history. They have been
President and his Government werein his tentsomewhereinthe Libyan Desert.|iving in terror since the bombing of their
brought down and now surprise, Whatsurprised Smith was the 'take' on theplaces of worship began in 2004. Arch-
surprise,Libya is going to be run under bombings by the Libyan leadetHis  hishop Sako now fears that Tunisia, Egypt
Shariah Law with the Islamists and God predominant emotion appeared to be and Libya will go the way of radical Islam
knows who else running the place. indignation not rage. Like Wellington at which could have terrible consequences
France's oil company Total went from Waterloo he seemed to think that generalsior all the ancient Christian minorities in
owning 2.5% of Libyan oil to 35.5%in the had better things to do than to try and kill these countries. The Archbishop says that
space of one week. We have yet to knoweach other;’ Gaddafi reflected: "Europe and North America are blind to

how the other oil companies are to share | gynected an attack but | thought it the possibility of such an islamisation of
the spoils of a very nastpup And itall would be military targets. | didn't thinkit the Middle East. The western mentality
began so very differently with that special  \yould concentrate on my family house". does not allow it to fully comprehend this
kind of élan that only British imperial risk”, he said. In western natioris
stretch can muster. It might come as @  porty-two years later, the British—with tremendous voidseparates politics and
great surprise to many of the readers Ofyyeir French and American counterparts—religion, but in the Middle East they are
our Anglo-centric media but the whole \yere pack to undo that enterprise by interwoven. Two extremisms, he believed,
Gaddafi regime started in that most pomping Libya to bits. The USS Coral are the result. The Middle Eastern mental-
military of British institutionsSandhurst  geq was cruising off Libya as shown in ity is dominated by Islantreligion per-
Backin 1968, ayoung 27-year old Gaddafi, \yarships International Fleet Review vades all* On the other hand, a general
a handsome young Captain with dark oprjj 2011, where there is a photo of privatisation of Christianity by a secular-
Adonis curls had "been trained to becomenpombs heing prepared for a strike by jetsism that denies its Christian roots and
an officer at Britain's Royal Military 5 attack Gaddafi regime targets in the excludes Christian values from public life
Academy at Sandhurst. So, when ingame punitive action"(Photos: USN).  reigns in the West. And both dgainst
September 1969 Muammar al-Gaddafi the UN only declared Libyato be "aflight democracy"Where all this will lead us in
became the leader of a junta of youngfree zone", so what the West did was the end is hard to predict but as Chancellor
Libyan officers who abolished the mon- ¢qmpletely illegal. And from liberal Ire- Angela Merkel of Germany has acknow-

land not even a peep but that's hardlyledged"multiculturalism has failed", so
It Is Time surprising considering the kind ofideology where to now?



THE HSE AND CHILDREN suffered whilst in care of the Catholic we are a broken society with a cancer

There has been a remarkable lack ofChurch. leeching through our political system that
media interest in the fate of four missing GENERAL ToMm BARRY has systematically become more and more
young teenagers in Cork. The girls who ANNUAL COMMEMORATION corrupt. Our media and academia are

went missing within five days of each  on 15th October 2011, in Fitzgerald's likewise. So we have to face the question,
other should by now have anational profile ark at 2.30 p.m., there was a good crowd"Vho are we? What is to be our culture?
butinstead there is only local interest. The of about 200 who celebrated the life of one YWhat are our values now to b&gadar
Gardaihave issued awarning tothe citizensof |reland's greatest heroes—Tom Barry.fécalled a time when each household
of Cork to be aware of them, butaccording The event—now a yearly one—is organ- Pought eitherhe Pressr The Independ-
to the freeCork Independent, the Gardai jsed by an All-Ireland Committee which €Nt knowing our particular set of values
have said they do not think the cases aresees to it that it is a formal recognition of @nd seeing them reflected in our papers.
linked. But three of the girls weig the 3 man whose life benefited his people by But now the media talk to each other and
care of the HSE who seem not to be optaining our freedom. There was amarchWe—the ordinary Irish—are left out of
unduly worried. They have not been held py the Committee from the main gate, theé €quation. We are not represented
accountable by the media or those column4ead by a lone piper and a flag bearer.@nywhere. To those in Dublin we have
ists who have made so much about theThen after two bunches of lilies were laid Pecome a joke, a people that are shaming
deeds of old by the much-loathed Catholic at the base of the monument, Sean Othe new modernist State. We stay loyal to
Church. Ceileachair sang the rousing anthem ofour Catholic Church, to our History and to
Where is Taoiseach Enda Kenny whenthe 3rd West Cork Brigade. This was OUr Language and to our ancestors. We
he is needed? Actually he was getting thefollowed by the recitation of a decade of NOW have the new Irish but what have we
brush off publicly by the German the Rosary in Irish by Monsignor Kevin !0 offer them? We have had swathes of
Chancellor in Brussels as shown in 26thO'Callaghan for the happy repose of P€Ople coming to these shores over the
October 2011, RTE News at 6. Has FergusGeneral Tom Barry, his wife Leslie and 1ast few thousand years, the Norse, the
Finlay objected to this hands-off approach deceased members of the 3rd West CorkNormans, the old English and they all
to troubled young girls by the HSE? Indeed Brigade and Cumann na mBan. became more Irish than the Irish them-
why the silence by all those other jumped-  The oration was by Peadar O'RiadaSelves. We had such a strong culture and
up advocates of a new and caring societyfrom the Gaeltacht Mhuscrai. | have heard S€nse of who we were thatthe new arrivals
with Children Rights at its core as stated many fine speeches over the years bu@SSimilated into our culture. But is that
by Emily Logan the Ombudsman for peadar in his quiet way managed to truly90ing to happen now if we don'tknow our
Children? On the 19th October 2011, thegauge a time in our national lives when OWn history, our own unique story? Peadar
Irish Examinerran the girl's pictures—  things are on the move. He asked us all to?nded by warning us of the deep faultlines
there was just the three back then—andreflect on who we really are and what we thatare already evidentin our society with
headed their story'Three 16-year old want to become because historic change?U young people falling prey to suicide,
girls vanish in Cork!' The paper thatay  is at hand and it is of such importance thatour families breaking down, and our
also acquainted us with the news under ajf we don't get it right—we could end up Cfiminality, murder, depression, and
small bottom page aside titled ‘Care with nothing of substance. The days of theiSolation of our elders eroding the old
deaths' that "there have been 35 deaths Celtic Tiger brought us wealth, opportun- values we took for granted. All will be lost
and 16 serious incidents involving jty, individualism butwe ended up chasing ©" 9ained by our response—and that
children in statecaresinceMarch”.Isit g chimera that brought us to our knees'®Sponse has to be considered and thought
not indeed an awful fact that this merited with such unimaginable debt hanging through if we are to get it right.
not one cry of protest from those who ground our necks like an albatross. And Julianne Herlihy ©
most howled about those in care in the
past—none of those actually died, did
they? .
We were toldifterthe appalling caseof VOte For Revolution!!!
18-year old Tracy Fey, who died from @n o ]
overdose of heroin in a disused inner-gity A Nnew book containing a collection of photographs of the Irish Strugglg for

coal bunkerin Dublin, that the HSE would Independence has just been published.
never allow this to happen again. Tracy Revolution—A photographic History of Revolutionary Ireland 1913—19@3
who while in care bore two children, was Padraig Og O Ruairc contains almost 400
pimped and sexually exploited and wisimages from the 1916 Rising, War of
alone even in death. After her case becgméndependence and Civil War. O' Ruairc is
known, due to The Irish Daily Mail, thee @ young historian originally from Clare
was such an uproar that a special taskfqrcéut now based in Cork—he has written
was set up to investigate tieathsof | two previous books and challenged the
more tharR00 other children— findings of a number of revisionist
" R historians. Revolutionhas just been
beczkgﬁetiilémaciislzgrt:%g?; ;\(/)elrf Sﬁtehg)snominated for the 'Best Irish Published

been delayed due to the many cases ftilBOOK category' in the Irish Book Awards.
being investigated antblays by the HSE It is the only Irish history book to be

in providing the requiredhformation” nominated, and the only book short-listed
that deals with the question of Irish

And so it goes on and one of the trlly independence. The author has contacted
creepy things is that half-page ads, or verythe Irish Political Review hoping its
prominently placed ads, are still ongoifhg readers will vote for the book to win the
from solicitors soliciting business froqn award. Readers can vote for the book
those who were in the old Catholjc online at: http://www.irishbookawards.ie/

institutions advising them that they can Publicvote.aspx
still successfully sue for any iII-treatmeEt Voting closes at midnight on
(covering a wide spectrum) that they November 13th
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ITEMS FROM ‘THE IRISH BULLETIN’ - 4

The “Irish Bulletin” (7th July 1919 — 11th Dec.1921) was the official organ of Dail
Eireann during the 1919 — 1921 period. Lawrence Ginnell, then Director of Publicity for the
Dail, first started it in mid 1919 as a “summary of acts of aggression” committed by the forces of
the Crown. This newssheet came out fortnightly, later, weekly. We reprint below the
summaries published for October 1919.

October 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th Total.
Raids:- - 3 2 3 13 - 21.
Arrests:- 2 - 2 7 1 1 13
Courtmartials:- 3 - - 3 1 - 7.
Sentences:- 3 1 10 6 - - 20.
Armed Assaults:- 1 63 20 - 1 - 85.
Proclamations

& Suppressions:- 3 - 1 4 - 3 11.
Suppressions

of Newspapers :- - - - 2 - - 2.
TOTALS:- 12 67 35 25 16 4 159.
Date:- 13th | 14th 15th 16th 17th 18th Total.
October.

Arrests:- 1 3 - 1 - 1 6
Suppressions:- 6 4 2 3 1 - 16
Courtmartials:- 1 1 1 - 1 1 5
Sentences:- 1 1 3 4 3 2 14
Militarism:- 2 - 2 1 - 5
Raids:- 1 - 2 9 1 - 13
Proclamations:- 1 1 - 5 - - 7
Armed Assaults:- 2 - 1 - 2 7
TOTALS:- 15 10 12 24 6 6 73
Date:-

October. 20th | 21st 22nd 23rd | 24th 25th Total
Raids:- - 25 7 2 - 1 35.
Arrests:- 27 14 - 2 - - 43.
Sentences:- - 1 1 - 2 2 6.
Proclamations

& Suppressions :- 1 3 4 - - 1 9.
Armed Assaults:- 1 - 1 1 1 - 4.
Courtmartials:- 1 1 1 - 1 - 4.
Daily Totals:- 30 44 14 S 4 4 101.




"The sole survivor of the volunteers who
performed so well under the leadership of
general Tom Barry, namely Ned Young".
Finally, asreproduced on the front cover
of Troubled History, a 10th anniversary
Reply To Jeffrey Dudgeon On Peter Hart critique of Peter Hart's The IRA and its
EnemiegJune 2008, see alssh Political

Jeffrey Dudgeon supports the late Petemwas also cited as bringing Hart on a tour OfRevieV\March 2008), the 18th November

Hart's analysis of the West Cork IRA the Ambush site in the thesis, information 1989Southern Stareported a final death
during and after the War of Independence Hart withdrew from the book. that of"Ned Young—Last of the Boys 6f
Dudgeon made three specific observations That brings usto Dudgeon's more recemKilmichael" who had died on November
intwolrish Political Revieveditions (Oct.  observation about Ned Yourlgyho had 13th '
2010, Sept. 2011) in response to Jacksupposedly died¥n 13th November 1989. if :[hese reports of Kilmichael veteran
Lane and to Brendan Clifford. Dudgeon's 'supposedly' is introduced Onmortality are accurate. how is it that. one
In The IRA And Its Enemigd4998) the basis that a subsequent, Decembe&ay later. Peter Har't 'interviewed" an
Hart alleged that sectarian motives accom-1989, Southern StalCentenary Supple- anonymofjs Kilmichael veteran who was
panied the abduction and disappearancenent' captioned a photograph of Young reportedly armed in Hart's 1992 PhD
of three people in Ballygroman (north of with, "one of the few surviving veterans" thesis. an unarmed scoutin his 1998 book
Bandon near Ovens) and the shooting(p.46). touriné Hart around the ambush site in,
dead of ten more west of the Cork town of ~ There is an explanation for thisanomaly. 1992 but not reported doing so in 19982
Bandon between 26th to 29th April 1922. The extensive 128-page supplement was Was theSouthern Star, alongside ité
Dudgeon supports Hart's reporting of thesewritten and laid out before Young's death knowledgeable readershi’p not aware of
pre-Civil War killings and also Hart's re- on 13th November 1989. When the an additional elderlypom;')os mentis
construction of the 28th November 1920 newspaper text was written, Young was Ambush veteran? That seems unlikely.
Kilmichael Ambush. Hart called Ambush "one of the few surviving veterang/hen Whoever ifanyoﬁe Hart interviewed' on
commander, Tom Barry, a lying serial it was printed, he was not. 19th NO\;ember 19’89 he was probably
killer. Hart controversially concluded that ~ Hartalso cited thBouthern Stasupple- not a Kilmichael vetéran In Jerry O'
the IRA fought a war of sectarian ethnic ment. Was this thle source (;)f a miStaﬁenCallaghan‘s 2011 TG4 television docu-
supremacy. assumption, similar to Dudgeon's, that
I will respond to Dudgeon's Kilmichael Ned Young was alive in December 1989??12?:11%85? ;ngmeiitﬂ?g ;Oggsqiek? nd
Ambush remarks before looking at thoseHart may also have misinterpreted the of hoax and that the individual might have
on April 1922. | also comment on Dud- caption under Young's photograph as & een a 'fantasist
geon's defence of abook inspired by Hart'seference to the Kilmichael Ambush, rather ’
research, Gerard MurphyEhe Year of than War of Independence, survivors.
Disappearance$2010). Hence also a possible further mistaken
deduction that 19th November 1989 was
K ILMICHAEL a safe option for interview date notation.
Using mainly anonymous evidence,
Hart challenged Barry's claim that there SOUTHERN STAR REPORTS
was a British 'false surrender' at the Kil-  Kilmichael veteran deaths during the
michael Ambush, atrick whichled to IRA 1980s are easily established.
casualties. Barry justified wiping out the ~ The 3rd December 19&uthern Star Ambush of Griefand Gloryhe exhaustively
Auxiliary force because of this. report of that year's Kilmichael Ambush _researched volume contained. noted Hart
Hart partly based his Ambush recon- Commemoration noted three surviving "a profile of every man at thé ambush '
struction on two anonymous interviews. veterans, Tim O'Connell, Jack O'Sullivan with many valuable biographical details" '
Dudgeon noted in 2010 that one of and Ned Young. The event was widely This included the dates when all 46
Hart's interviewees wa% scout and not  reported because a two-person picket Iedparticipants (36 riflemen and 10 scouts)
an armed fighting participant'Dudgeon by Aine Ni Chonaill (who gained later died. They were only partially different-
was implying that all the Kilmichael scouts further notoriety as a reactionary anti- iatecli as scouts and riflemen iild
lived longer than Kilmichael Ambush immigrationcampaigner) protested at Sinn Heather Glen The paperback edition of
'riflemen’. If that was so, perhaps Hart Fein President Gerry Adams reading theMeda Ryan'sTom Barry IRA Freedom
could (as he claimed) have interviewed anoration. . .
Ambushveteran on 19th November 1989, The following 24th December 1983 Zhgdh:iilgioeonahs: npca:ar?rﬁfllzgrst:gtt?aizzlgf
after the last Kilmichael rifleman, Ned Southern Stareported,'one of the three Hart may Have attempted to salvage hié
Young, died on 13th November 1989. surviving members of the famous Kil- defective narrative after 1995. His 19th
However, the last scout died in 1967 andmichael Ambush has died. He was LieUt'November 1989 interviewee .became a
the last dispatch scout in 1971. | establishenant Timothy O'ConnellThe newspaper 'scout'. A possible constraining factor was
below how | know this. referred, as did the 7th December 1985that thé thesis external examiner. Charles
Peculiarly, the 19th November veteran Southern Starto "two survivors, Ned Townshend. was also an academ’icreferee
was not described as an unarmed scout itYoung and Jack O'SullivanOne year for Hart's O;q‘ord University Press book
Hart's 1992 PhD thesis. He became one idater, the 20th December 1986 edition (that the 1992 thesis became). For this and
Hart's 1998 book. This unaccountablereported the death 6bne of the last two for other understandable reas.ons the text
change introduced more confusion thansurvivors of the Kilmichael Ambusidack could bear only so much transfor;nation
clarity, since he was cited as being involvedO'Sullivan. The 26th November 1988 '
in shooting in both thesis and book. He Southern Staisubsequently referred to In Distorting Irish History {One} |
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VOICE TO VOICELESS

Why did Hart change his 19th Novem-
ber 1989 'interviewee' from armed rifle-
man to unarmed scout?

In 1995, midway between 1992 thesis
and 1998 book publication, the Ballineen
Enniskeane Heritage Society published
The Wild Heather Glen, the Kilmichael



20

suggest that Hart's 19th November 1989Michael McCarthy and Jim O'Sullivan, examiners become aware of its textual

phantom was mostlikely based on Ambushdid not die during a false surrender. Hartirregularities. Oxford University Press

participant Jack Hennessy's Bureau ofcontinued,two {which two?, NM} of could not have published it had they

Military History Witness Statement. Hart these veterangfonsidered Barry to have become aware of these, and of other ir-

cited Hennessy and Ned Young's state-insulted McCarthy and Sullivan's soldierly regularities introduced subsequently.

ments inThe IRA And Its Enemidsutnot  qualities, for alleging that they stood, The problem with Hartisthat he arrived

on Kilmichael. Hart preferred instead to exposed their position, and were killed at definitive conclusions with weak and

report thatthese Kilmichael veterans spokeduring the false surrender. mishandled evidence, that he manipulated

to him anonymously in 1988-89. That is, . . evidence to support his conclusions, and

Even if Hart cited these veterans accur- L
a 97-year old man (Young)—reported by .. thatthe academy attempted to marginalise
. -7 ately, they were wrong about Barry's | .. s .
his son to have suffered a stroke rendermq/. ; legitimate criticism of this approach.
. iews. Barry did not report that McCarthy

him almost speechless up to three years : )
. as killed during a false surrender. He

before death, and a man dead since 1975" APRIL KILLINGS

. also reported that one volunteer who . s

(Hennessy). Hart then amalgamated their . o : Now to the April 1922 killings.

. o . : exposed his position was crouching, not

testimony' with 1969 audio recordings of

upright. Hart was himself wrong in report- Dudgeon stated) was trying to track
unidentified veterans reminiscing about . pright. 9 P down the mysterious and oft quoted Black

various engagements. These ‘Chisholm '3 Bar_ry as stating that the three_ IRA and Tan list of informers that Meda Ryan
. = . . . casualties were false surrender victims : o
interviews'were for Liam Deasy's memaoir, : and Niall Meehan repeatedly use to justify
(p-23). In fact, Barry reported it as the N
Toward Ireland Free(1973, see Hart, . 4 : the Dunmanway killings
. kill[ing] two of them", Sullivan and Pat - -
p.33, n.56, 330). Hart also claimed to have . : | do not justify the killing of the 13
- . Deasy. Remarkably, Hart's book cited but o
had access to a Kilmichael veteran inter-. . . .~ _"Protestant civilians, a number of whom
. . . ignored Barry to this numerical effectin a . : .
view on an audiotape held by the heritage o . may previously have been loyalist activ-
. L long citation (pp. 22-23). He also mis- . :
group cited above (ibid). Butthey say they . ists, and Meda Ryan does not either, though
. reported Meda Ryan in her earli€he : o
gave him none because there was none. we both question Peter Hart's view that

Tom Barry Story(1982) as stating that . .
Deasy died before the false Surrenderthelrdeathsoccurred during a spontaneous

episode (p. 35, n. 61). One could go on'sectanan episode. In his text Dudgeon

but perhaps the point is established (asappears to confuse'Black & Tan diary

now conceded by Eve Morrison), Hart (published in theSouthern Star2s3, 30

mishandled in equal measure ublishedOCtOber’ 6, 13, 20, 27 November 1971)
Jerry O'Callaghan listened to eight Chis- ed in equal P with a British list of "helpful citizens"
and archival information.

holm tapes (that Chisholm gave to the Erom his mishandled references andwhoseverbatim contents are unpublished.
Deasy family) in 2009, while taking verb- The 1971Southern Statext referred to

atim notes. Just one Kilmichael veteran,InCIUdIng other dubm_us ewdencg, Hart documents plural besides the published
P . : came to an agenda-driven conclusion that;
Jack O'Sullivan, was interviewed on these

o oo diary (whose provenance Hart accepted).
i ! . a) Auxiliaries at Kilmichael had not . \ - 4
eight tapes. He was in No.3 Section of the Y . Having researched the 'helpful citizens
. . . __engaged in a 'false surrender’; and that b). A - X
Ambush party, which was not involved in . o ist prior to publication of Hart's research
. ) Tom Barry, aliarand serial killer, invented . .
close-up encounters orinthe 'false surren- . in 1998, Meda Ryan was ethically-bound,
L . the story many years later. That unhistor-. ) : X
der' incident at No. 2 section. . . . inthe context of Hart creating his sectarian-
- ical conclusion caused a long-running, . ) L .
Two reported citations from these taped : ; : ism narrative, to report her findings in her
. ) . . fractious, dispute. As | wrote previously, .
interviews, of five Hart reported in total . . . . 2003 biographyTom Barry, IRA Freedom
. . the issue is not Tom Barry's version of a _.
(p.34, n.59) in the middle of page 34 of . .. __Fighter. We have no reason to doubt her
, v false surrender amidst the fog and friction
Hart's book, are from O'Sullivan.

. testimony in this regard. However, since
Two further Chisholm interview cita- of war, but the attempt to deny any belief

that one took place despite evidence to thé[he listis notin the public domain, those
tions before and after these are from Ned P P
Young, also in No.3 section, who gave a

contrary from 1921 onwards, and Hart's who question Hart's account, other than
similar 1970 interview to RTE (partly re-

g X . . "~ Meda Ryan, may not rely on it. In my
ﬁgnclusmn that Tom Barry's version is a critique of HartirDistorting Irish History

broadcast on 28th November 2008). These ™ One and Two (2010, 2011), | did not cite

are in a ninth tape not heard by O'Cal- | it. Like Dudgeon, | would like whoever

laghan, because Fr. Chisholm did notgive _. _INCOMPETENT jav be in possession of the document to

. . . Either Hart was an incompetent re- . . . .

it to the Deasy family. He did however : : release it publicly. There is as much point,

. i searcher who mishandled evidence or h% . " ,
make it available to Hart supporter Eve owever, in Dudgeon's 'challenge’' to me

Morrison of Trinity College Dublin was dlsmggnuous (or perhaps the formerto produce it, as there would be were | to
was afunction of the latter). Unfortunately, : ) -
challenge him to produce the identities of

(revealed ata TCD seminar, 26th October . . A !
X Hart's examiners, David Fitzpatrick and , . ; .
2011). In her presentation, one that . Hart's anonymous informants. | wish him
: . . Charles Townshend, and (later) his pub- . )
caricatured critics of Peter Hart, Morrison . : o luck in his tracking. However, | suspect
lishers, permitted unverifiable anonymous . X A ]
hat his mentor's reputation might prove a

conceded something evident for some . : .

. ; . . evidence. Perhaps his examiners were no .

time, that Hart mishandled his evidence. . o . “handicap.
aware (perhaps did not insist on being

She failed to address the 19th November e ,
X made aware) of difficulties in Hart's nota- SUPPRESSING EVIDENCE
1989 rifleman-scout problem, though.

tion. Fitzpatrickinformed meinNovember  In the course of his April killings
These Chisholm citations do not refer 2008 that clarifying his state of knowledge account, Hartagain engaged in systematic
to a 'false surrender'. Curiously, Hart as an examiner of anonymous evidencemisrepresentation. He cited a British
relegated that subject to a footnote (p.34,would breach his duty of academic confi- Intelligence source implying that loyalist
n. 58):"All of the men interviewed {all dentially. Be thatas it may, Hart's original Protestants in the Bandon Valley did not
six?, NM} agreethat two IRA casualties, PhD could not have been awarded, had hisnform. In afollowing sentence Hartchose

MISHANDLED EVIDENCE
Hart reported (p.33, n.56) that three
Chisholm interviewees he cited were Kil-
michael veterans. Documentary filmmaker



to ignore, the source stated that they did.of inadvertent errors or sloppy notes, butwebsite since February (it 'disappeared’).
Brian Murphy pointed out this mis- of'selection bias'driving evidence present-I say 'first edition’ because a second is out
representation in 1998. Dudgeon might ation. Hart's conclusions determined the(after ten months, is this a record?). The
care to comment. presentation of evidence. His was a 'faith'revised' edition responds, according to
In addition, Hart asserted that applica- based' history supported within the the author to 'some’ ‘criticism' and
tions for compensation from individuals academy and promoted externally, built corrects some ‘errors'. Perhaps the
claiming to have survived April killings on the false notion that anti-Protestantpublisher, Gill & Macmillan, hopes this
attacks contained no admission of inform- 'Catholic nationalism' drove Irish separat- version will prove less of an embarrass-
ing. My Distorting Irish History Two ism. It is a useful construct for Northern ment (unlikely, see mine and Padraig
(2011) analysis shows that is also in- Ireland-based unionism, with its proven O'Ruairc’s joint letter itistory Ireland
accurate. record of anti-Catholic sectarianism. It November-December 2011). The book's
Furthermore, Hart's 1998 book with- partially justifies and rationalises unionist influential supporters hope it will not
drew 1992 thesis comments implicating attitudes and actions. further undermine arguments pioneered
an IRA officer who had a Protestant father GERARD MURPHY in The IRA And Its Enemie¥/hether or
who declared himself an atheist. Hart  Finally, Jeff Dudgeon attempted to not it does, many of those arguments
withdrew the same Frank Busteed's claimsalvage something from the wreckage ofshould be regarded as historically value-
that at that time he was involved in killing Gerard Murphy'§'ear Of Disappearances less. The academic, media and political
"loyalists, Protestant farmersHart also  (2010) that brought Peter Hart's approachculture which sustained them should be
submerged within his text and (yet again) to new depths. In his review, Hart's TCD analysed further.
misreported the significant capture of threethesis-supervisor attempted to extract his
senior British Intelligence officers and former pupil from Murphy's embraced.
their driverin Macroom, some hours before Dudgeon cited a charitable section from In 'Distorting Irish History [One], the
the April killings began (see on this the same David Fitzpatrick review. He stubborn facts of Kilmichael: Peter Hart
Troubled History plus Irish Political ~ may also use a similar comment from and Irish Historiography'and 'Distorting
ReviewMarch 2008). According to Paul mine (An 'Amazing coincidence' that /7ishHistory Two, the Road from Dunman-
McMahon'SBritish Spies And Irish Rebels 'Could Mean Anythiny | suggest that| @’ on the April 1922 killings, I deal in
(2008), the officers were actively engaged Murphy's was a fat book from which g more deFall Whlth SOmE 1Ssucs summarised
in reviving their Intelligence system, in better thin one might have emerged. | spy! ¢ Distorting Irish History [One] and
breach of the terms of the Truce. Inanotherwas' since the first edition has beg¢n Two, Troubled History, etc, are available
. . ) ; X . at http://gcd.academia.edu/NiallMeehan
book, one which Hart claimed was largely ‘temporarily unavailable' on the publisher's
accurate (Sean O'CallaghaBsecution
1974), Busteed stated he was direqtly
involved in their capture and killing. That
also broke the terms of Truce, as did
possibly associated killings following. |

Niall Meehan

heBook Review: Elizabeth Bowen's Selected Irish Writings by Eibhear Walshe
’] . - - -
recent talks in University College Cork, 1 N€ BOwen Syndrome: an infantile disorder

TCD and in Maynooth, John Regan pf  |n a review of the bookincle Silasby in Ireland” (p5)."War brought out a new
Dundee University has deepened qurSheridan Le Fanu, Bowen said that sheaspectof Bowen's relationship with Ireland
understanding of the significance of Hant's regarded it as an Irish novel because of,which was to damage her reputation”
suppression of the Busteed and execyted@mong other thingsiit showed a sub-  (p12).

officers evidence. His analysis, including liminal infantilism®. Sothis most capable ofwomen suddgnly
significant new information, will be pubt A Itils_agesgriptiontha(tjperf%:tlydefscr:ibes geqom?ﬁ, avt\)/lt ofla fo?]l, wasting her t|mhe
; ; ; ; er Irish admirers today. One of them, during the War. In whose eyes was she
lzlzhleéd inthe academic Journelistory, in Mary Leland, launched this book at Fota damaged? Certainly not in the eyes of the
' House on 1st October and gave a perfectpeople she wrote the Reports for, Churchill
example of this syndrome. She asked theand the War Cabinet—who appreciated
i- audience to marvel at the fact that Bowenthem, said so and paid her. There was

SECTARIAN HISTORY
Hart misrepresented a British Intel

gence source that appears to have be
commentonthe April killings, and omittg
Busteed's claim that he was involvd

Hart presented his sectarianism narrafive

in spite of available evidence suggest
that April killings victims were targete
onthe basis of alleged activity, notidenti

That is another reason for suggesting that

Hart's methodology was flawed and tk
he wrote propaganda, not history. Not
analysis of sectarianism, but a sectal
analysis.

In my Distorting Irish Historyessays |
detailed elisions, mistakes and misrg
resentations in Hart's analysis, toget
with unusual changes between 1992 thq
and 1998 book. Hart's documented failir]

bn had deigned to write about, and praise, thenobody else and nobody more important
4y Oyster Tavern in Patrick Street, that she by whom she would have herself judged.
d described hurling and Gaelic football for As nobody in Ireland knew what she was
" us, and of course told us about Bowens-doing, she could not possibly have been
V€court and its famous visitors, etc. etc. The damaged.
NJrest of the launch was a love-in by the Her reputation only suffered among
H English Department of University Coilege these ‘infantiles’ who consider her Irish
Y. Cork. and they thereby make her a traitor to her
In the book itself this infantilism is country. Infact, of course, she was true to
at displayed particularly when Walshe deals her country and was a good and faithful
anwith her espionage reports during WW II. servant of her state. She enhanced her
anHer biographer, Heather Bryant Jordan, reputation to anyone not blinded by the
reckons Bowen wrote them at the rate of creation of an 'Irish* Bowen. Her lIrish
about one a fortnight and that there wereadmirers today are inadvertently her great
| therefore about 100 altogether. Over 90%detractors!
P~ \vere destroyed and afew survived through  And, as she also did the Irish state some
'®'some bureaucratic oversight. service, by helping to prevent Churchill
PSIS - According to Walshe all thiswotlvas ~ give way to his heart's desire to invade,
9Swell-intentioned but ultimately a naive both states owe her one.

support his conclusions. Itis nota quest

onundertaking that clouded her reputation ~ The"infantilism"in the book gets worse.
21
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Walshe says: again published by Aubane. Kevin Gir-

These authors are hardly demonstrating

"But Bowen's reports do have their flaws, vin's book on O'Hegarty is a vital source good scholarship with this bowdlerism
as when she completely misinterprets the on this theme—but on no account must itand certainly are not being fair to their
political opinions of the main opposition be mentioned! It an hardly be that Mr. readers.

leader, James Dillon, the Fine Gael politician Borgonovo was not aware of its existence?!

Jack Lane

by declaring him afascist sympathizer wher
he was precisely the opposite” (p12).

This is incredible. She got Dillon spt
on. Her assessment of himis a highlighf ot Naval Warfare

her extant reports. He was a founder and _ _
leader of the Irish fascists, the Blueshi}s, We have seenthe way in which England
and he was a lifelong leader of the Ancignt reorientated itself from its traditional mari-

Order of Hibernians, the Catholic equival- time to a Continental strategy from 1906
ent of the Orange Order. He was proud ofin order to fight a war against Germany as
his part in both 'til the day he died. The part of a new grand alliance. But what was
dogs in the political streets know this. the reason behind the demotion of the
Even Dermot Keogh to whom the booklis Royal Navy from being the senior service

dedicated would surely confirm this. t e f the British Armv?
Walshe describes how Robert Fisk fifst ° $E25;2:£Z:is eevidrelrli frorrnm()jlc.)zens of

ﬁqrigg?gt;m%r&p;c;rﬁgg aDdI Iilf Q ;?G?E@FSS é' n articles and books written in the aftermath

expressed no disagreement with her des©f the Boer War. The one belolmperial
cription of him! He was only upset at hofy Defence and National Polichy the Lib-

his hospitality and confidence had begneral Unionist, Leo Amery, writtenin 1905,
betrayed (p13). is typical. Amery, a member of the Co-

Then Walshe tells us thdtler reports |  efficients dining club (with Richard Hal-

show Bowen at her critical bestp13), | dane, Edward Grey, and Halford Mac-
but the best example of her critical bgstkinder and others, including some Fabians)
was a flaw! This is Irish literary criticism a4 friendsin very high places and expres-
today. sed the views typical of Liberal Imperial-

Walshe has swallowed, hook line apd ism. Init Amery argued that England had
sinker, the Churchillian myth that Ww|| to adaptto what he took to be new circum-
was about his fight against fascism ratfierstances inthe world and end its reliance on
than a war to put down Germany—agajn. the tried and trusted methods through
Bowen's attitude to Dillon is a perfegt which it had achieved and maintained its

example of the reality. She had no problémgjobal power:

with Dillon being a fascist because he was
for war with Germany. Fascism was
the issue for her, no more than it was for
Churchill. Germany was the issue. Hitler
and Dillon were different kinds of Cathg-

lics and they were also different kinds pf

fascists, that's all, but fascists nonethelgss.

DoN'T MENTION AUBANE!
Walshe's book is a selection of Bowen's
writings about Ireland and he provideg a
bibliography of sources for the items
omitted. However, he gives no published
source for the espionage Reports mot
included, even thought they are all avdil-
able from the Aubane Historical Society
for some time and, as Walshe has Igng
since written about the Society, it canrjot
be that he is ignorant of their existence.
This follows a pattern these days. [A
biography of Sean Moylan by Aidegn
Carroll was published recently but
mention was made of his published aufo-
biography, again published by Aubane.
You would think that an essential part pf
a biography would be to refer to the suyb-
ject's own autobiography. Apparently
not: when the book is published by Aubarje!
Similarly, John Borgonovo has just
written an account of aspects of the ‘ciyil
war' in Cork city, but omits to mention the
only biography of the most importaft
military figure in the City at the time, th
O/C of the IRA there, Sean O'Hegar

"The intimate interaction of naval and
military warfare in England's wars is
often obscured from us by the fact that
most of the work on land was done by our
allies. Skilful foreign policy helped by
liberal subventions, enabled us to get the
heavy and comparatively unprofitable
work of continental fighting done for us.
Our own little army was kept, as a rule,
for the amphibious work of acquiring our
Colonial Empire...

"Our navy is our very existence. We
can allow no State, or pair of States,
however seemingly well disposed, to out-
build us at sea. At the same time, a
supreme navy alone will not survive. In
the first place, a purely naval war cannot
crush a continental enemy. It may be
prolonged indefinitely, and costenormous

Part 15

not to prevent an invasion of England,
but to destroy hostile fleets...

"The South African War brought out
the defects of our military system in the
most striking fashion... Our military
failure in South Africa was not merely
that of antiquated tactical methods, and
insufficient bookwork or defective maps,
though all these features played a part in
it; it was also a failure in the military
spirit. The attitude of the army was as
unwarlike in its essence as the attitude of
the nation...

"The study of military problems ought
to form an essential part of the citizens'
education in his political duties. Military
history ought to be included in the cur-
riculum of our Public Schools and
Universities. Itis a national disgrace that
there is no Chair of Military History or of
Strategy at either Oxford or Cambridge...
In a democratic nation like ours, that
study must be spread through all the
more intelligent sections of the commun-
ity. Atthe same time itis no less essential
the army itself should be educated in the
broader meaning of Imperial Defence,
and in the fuller understanding of its own
profession... Some form of military educ-
ation which will make the ordinary man
realise something of the general meaning
of Imperial Defence, and acquire some-
thing of the spirit which is essential to the
effective conduct of war, must be brought
to bear upon the whole body of citizens.
Some form of national service is essential
to national military efficiency... Given a
nation in which every citizen possesses
and asserts proficiency inthe use of arms,
and is accustomed to the idea that it is his
duty, if need be, to sacrifice even his life
forthe public good, and it will be possible
to raise an economical and efficient
voluntary army in peace, and to furnish a
boundless reserve in time of wdiThe
Nation And The Empirgpp178-95).

During the Boer War Amery had been

sums, which will cripple the whole power a correspondent fdthe TimesHis articles

of the nation, and thus in the long run in the paper on the reform of the Army had
endanger naval supremacy itself, fornaval oriticised British General Sir Redvers Bul-
supremacy, must be based on national,. » ontributed to his dismissal after

wealth. Moreover, even to purely naval
success, military success is sometime
an essential factor.

"Without the army which captured Port

sSome early reverses at the hands of the
oer.

It was widely felt by those who thought

Arthur, the Japanese would have found itabout such matters in England that the
more difficult to establish their naval Boer War had exposed deficiencies in the
supremacy in the Far East... Again, theArmy and its organisation which the

navy, to make sure of success, must b
absolutely unhampered in the pursuit of
its strategical objective—the enemy's

€Unionist Government had never gotround
to addressing. Haldane, the new Liberal

fighting fleets. It must not be tied downto Imperialist War Minister, found himself
local defence. The object of our fleets is in 1906 with fundamentally the same mili-



tary forces that had fought the South Afri- indeed procure those allies in the shap

can War. The Army in its existing state France (1904) and then Russia (1907].

was viewed to be not up to the fighting of )
wars against first class' powers, in which _Thfe E|>0er|War I?Iad T?ﬁe {aner;]atl Bf
alarge number of men might be needed in ain 1eel vuinerable at the thought o

: Continental alliance being formed to ta
a hurry. And it was felt that the Boer War an opportunity at the moment of Englan

had been a very close-run thing and anyjiricuity. No such alliance had bee
Power stronger than the Boers would havefgmed against England butitwas proba
found the Army wanting. imagined what Britain would have done
one of its rivals had become entangled
a difficult war that alarmed the Empir
And so the decision was made to prev
alliance against itself at all cost.

So Britain formed as big an alliance

When the idea began to form in the
Imperial mind about cutting Germany
down to size in a continental war the
problem of the Army loomed large.

With this objective in mind Haldane POSSible, engaging with its former enefn-

introduced a principle which had never i€s, So that the rival which it saw as t

existed before in the British War Office— 9reatest threat to it could be prevented

the organisation of the British Army on a from forming an alliance itself. .
specificwar plan for a particular situation, ~ Butalliances are not gotten for nothi
so thatthere was no necessity to change itg
organisation on the occasion of war. This allies demanded commitment from E
wasthe principle,whicht_he Prussian Fieldland in a form that she had never gi
Marshal Moltke had laid down half a pefore 5 commitmentto, not just mariti
century previously for the particular _pased operations, but also to Contine
requirements of the German defensivewarfare, waged in conjunction with if
position on the Continent. ally.
It was, however, a contingency which
had never previously been required by
Britain, an island nation, secure behind its
navy and used to fighting colonial wars in
different areas of the world with a great
deal of improvisation. But now England
had a specific enemy, a specific battle-

For England to have paid such a mo
entous price, ignoring all the precede
of her history, is good proof that she w
the driving force behind the Great W,
and wanted it more than anyone else.

And that is why the historically mog

ground and a specific plan to engage wherpowerful weapon of British warfare canje

the circumstances were right. to play second fiddle to a new creation 3
The great departure that the Liberal England entered into unknown territo

Imperialists made was to make the mainwith unknown outcomes.

strategic objective of British Imperial

Policy the crushing of a European commer-To be continued

Pat Walsh

nd, in the light of England's historicgl
ehaviour toward erstwhile allies, its ngw

b OReport by Jack Lane

Famine/Holocaust: Some Letters

" Therewasan interesting exchange of letters
2in thelrish Timegecently on the nature of the

€ Famine/Holocaust and how it could be best
'S described. As is not unusual with the ‘journal
N of record' it was truncated at the point at which
Dlyit got really interesting.

lf Dr. Deborah Lipstadt was the keynote
INspeaker at a three-day Seminar in Trinity Col-
P. lege on 17th August onteaching the Holocaust.
bntit was for teachers and organised by the Herzog
Centre in TCD and the Holocaust Education
hs Trust Ireland. A report in thieish Timessaid:
"She said people who describe the treat-

ment of the Palestinians, black people under
apartheid or the deaths of one million Irish
people in the Famine as a holocaust trivialised
the Famine or misunderstood the nature of
what had happened in the gas chambers. “Not
speaking as a Jew but as a historian, many of
these things that happened are dreadful, but it
is a sloppy use of the word”, she said" (18

he

g

n August).
teal | think nobody can be accused today of

misunderstanding what happened in the Gas
Chambers. But her views begged some quest-
ions that needed clarification. If masses of
- People are deliberately sacrificed for a specific
htsPurpose, what/who determines how it is best
s described? What circumstances and context
e makes it genocide, a holocaust, a 'horrendous

tragedy', a criminal act, a crime of passion, or

whatever. | can't for the life of me see how
t describing the Irish Famine as a Holocaust
trivialises it, or any other Holocaust. It was a
description used at the time and later and long
Ndpefore the WWII Holocaust. Did the people
[Y who did so not know what they were talking
about? The word and the concept of a Holocaust
have been around for quite a while and were
understood.

It seems that some issues like that were

S

cial rival. Britain's military machine was
always designed as afighting force requi
ed for use in conjunction with its interest:
across the globe, and not for the European
Theatre. It was always its spare capacity
which took on any Europe interventior]
that might be required. Now it directed its
efforttowards creating a British war mach}
ine to fulfil a Continental objective. And
it began the popular militarization of Eng
lish society with Territorial Armies, Rifle

Clubs and Boy Scouts so that a rapi

-Propaganda From The FT
b "Valuable as it is on the mechanics
of colour. There s little inthe book abo
Ireland's real power network, betwe
financiers and politicians. There is litt

in cahoots..." (9.10.11)

it is the Financial Timesreviewing Simon
Carswell\s bookinglo Republica book about
d the banking crisis in Ireland, which tHer

the collapse, Carswell's book lacks a dgis

evidence in the book the two groups were

No, thatis not some wild left-winger talkingj,

expansion of the armed forces could b
made when the time had come to deal wi
Germany.

When Amery wrote?Our navy is our

€inaccurately describes as a "collapseThe
hreview, by Vincent Boland, is in keeping wi

must be seen in the light of misinformati

very existence... apurely naval war cann
crush a continental enemyie was saying
that the Royal Navy was not, by itself, u
to the job-in-hand which England hag
begunto setitself. However, when Amer
was writing, Britain had not, as yet,
procured allies'to get the heavy and
comparatively unprofitable work of con-
tinental fighting done for us".

But over the next three years it dig

I

about the nature of capitalism. If the conne
ions between politicians and business are nf
visible in Ireland, that does not mean there
more of them, merely that the society is smal
and more open. lItis certainly much less t
in Britain. In fact, we doubt very much the
is much communication between businessH

t

earlierFT prognostications about Ireland and

posed for Dr. Lipstadt, as she felt obliged to
write a letter to thérish Timesclarifying her
of remarks and the following ensued:

h23 August 2011

"Genocide And The Famine

I may not have expressed myself as precisely
as | meant to in my interview with Ronan Mc
Greevy (Home News, August 18th). Regarding
the death of one million Irish people in the
Famine, | am not an expert in this field and
simply do not know enough of the precise
history to determine whether this was indeed
a genocide. What it was, without any doubt,
was a horrendous tragedy, one that could have
been prevented had there been the will to aid
the victims. Of that there is no doubt.

However, genocide as defined by the United
Nations has a precise meaning and not all
mass murders—horrendous though they may
be—qualify as such.

| urge caution in the use of the term.
Deborah E Lipstadt, PhD".

it
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—and particularly bankers—in Ireland a

politicians. However, a nexus between pollti-

cians and business exists everywhere that
capitalism exists, and any attempt to suggest
otherwise is an attempt to disable the competitjon.

d "l find it difficult to understand Dr. Deb-

orah Lipstadt's doubts about the victims of the
Famine not being classifiable as victims of
genocide by the UN definition (letters, 23
August). The latter says, inter alia, that:

23
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“genocide means any of the following acts
committed with intent to destroy, in whole or
in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious
group, as such: Causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members of the group;
Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions
of life calculated to bring about its physical
destructioninwhole orin partAs she accepts
that the famine cduld have been prevented
had there been the will to aid the victlhis

destruction by fire, whichis its literal meaning.
The historian DB Quinn in 1933 could even
refer to the burning of the Dublin state archive

adecade earlier as “the holocaust of the Public

Record Office”, a usage which would be un-
thinkable now.
At least one contemporary referred to the

famine of the 1840s as a “holocaust”. This was

a city councillor in Cork who told a meeting in
January 1848 that “a million and a half of Irish

people perished, were smitten and offered up
as a holocaust”.

This was a more serious usage than those of
Parnell or Quinn, but does not imply an equi-
valence to the Nazi Holocaust.

Precision in language is as necessary with

cannot see her difficulty.

The Lord Lieutenant at the time, Clarendon,
wrote to the Prime Minister, Russélldo not
think there is another legislature in Europe
that would disregard such suffering as now
exists in the west of Ireland, or coldly persist
in a policy of extermination.” (April 26,1849).  the word “holocaust” as it is with “genocide”,
I think he would have no difficulty indescribing  and indeed with “extermination’Niall O
it as genocide if that was the language of the Ciosain, School of Humanities, NUI, Galway".
time and there is no reason to believe he haﬂ1 . .
any particular axe to grind on behalf of the e.followmg letters were submitted but not
native population. published:

Dr. Lipstadt gives a precise figure of one
million victims but they were never counted afl4 September
the time. HoweverThe Timeseported on 15 "Genocide and the Famine.

March 1847:The workhouses are full and Niall O Ciosain (Letters, September 14) is
only hold 100,000 while 4,000,000 are starv- no doubt correct in saying that the normal
ing.”  Inview ofthe factthatthe blightreturned meaning of “extermination” in the mid-19th
for two more years and that the new Liberal century was “getting rid of”, mainly “expel-
government later that year abandoned food ling” rather than specifically killing. It might
and relief works, as a matter of principle, | be interesting to study whether the extermin-
cannot imagine how the vast majority of those ation in Ireland in the 1840s had anything to do
starving at that time could have survived. with a change in the word's connotations.
Jack Lane". When the Lord Lieutenant Clarendon critic-
ised his governmentin 1849 for “coldly persist-
ing in such a policy of extermination”, he was
clearly not unaware that this policy of human
removal had involved large-scale death.

Regarding the question of genocide, we
must think of the clearly foreseeable and fore-
seen results of actions. It seems that the num-

"Jack Lane (September 7th) is, as always,
cogent and to the point in his discussion of
culpability in the Great Famine. He is right to
say that state policy contributed to the million
deaths. Whether this amounts to genocide,
including the “intent” specified by the UN
definition he quotes, | am less sure than he is.

There is one aspect of his letter which is
worth clarifying, however. His evidence of
intent is a letter by the lord lieutenant of the
time saying that the government was “coldly
persisting in a policy of extermination”.

The word “extermination”, as it was used
during the 1840s in Ireland, meant removal
fromthe land, usually multiple evictions, rather

thinkers who advocated or expressed approval
of large-scale death in Ireland, in those precise
terms, was relatively small. But there were
many who expressed approval of the
“extermination”, which was the policy

resolutely pursued and which involved

avoidable large-scale death. Clarendon was
correctto say that such a policy would not have
been pursued by any other government in
than murder. Europe. (Russian government responses in

In 1849, Edmund Roche, MP for Cork, told  famine times offer a striking contrast.)
the House of Commons thata proposed change _ Article II, section (c) of the 1948 UN
in the law meant that “the extermination in Convention on Genocide states:
Ireland would be trebled, until the whole of the “In the present Convention, genocide
pauper population would be got rid of and ~ Means any of the following acts committed
transported beyond the seas”. with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a
Deborah Lipstadt's letter (August 23rd), to national, ethnical, racial or religious group as
which Jack Lane was responding, urged caution such: ... ) S
in the use of the term “genocide” relative to the (c) Deliberately inflicting on the group
Famine, and she was of course right to do so. conditions of life calculated to bring about its
Your original report (August 18th), however, ~ Physical destruction in whole or in part.”
quoted her as saying thatthe faminewas not“a  Was this not done in Ireland in the 1840s?
holocaust”, which is different. The word “geno-  John Minahane'.
cide” was coined in the 20th century and has a
precise legal and literal meaning; the word6 September
“holocaust”, meaning “wholly burnt offering”, "Niall O Cioséin is right to emphasise the
has existed for centuries, is used mostly figurat- virtue of precise use of language, especially in
ively, andtook onits currentdominantmeaning the use of words that have changed their
—"the Holocaust” rather than “a holocaust’—  meaning, (Letters, 14 Sept.). Context is there-
only since about 1970. Before the second fore allimportant. His references to the changed
World War, it carried much less of a charge. It meanings of holocaust are very much to the
could be used to mean a sacrifice, as when pointand the Irish Famine is a good illustration
Parnell in 1879 said that Irishmen who joined  of this.
the British army became “the holocaust of It was described at the time ag#ofocaust
Imperialism”; or it could simply mean offered at the shrine of political economy

(Cork Examiner, 22/1/1847), as a
“holocaust of humanityby Michael Davitt

in 'The Fall of Feudalism' (1904) and as a
“demographic holocaustby Roy Foster

in ‘Modern Ireland” (1988).

Niall's point of contention on the Famine
as genocide issue is his doubt about the
element of intent by the British Government.

No politician or government ever did—
or ever will—openly declare their intention
to implement mass starvation or genocide!
However, the fact is that after the new
Whig/Liberal government came to power
in mid 1846 starvation in Ireland increased
due to the recurring blight (for five seasons)
andthat government systematically decreas-
ed state assistance to zero. They could have
decided otherwise. They were the most
powerful governmentin the world and were
beholden to nobody. They could have used
the food resources of the country to do the
very opposite. They decided as they
did because they were, very consciously,
the harbingers of Progress and being logical
and consistent they accepted that that
necessitated the implementation of the
Malthusian solution to 'surplus population'.
Progress needs famines.

Malthus had long since spelt out clearly
and unambiguously why that was so. At
least he had the great virtue of not being a
humbug. In view of the clarity with which
he had done so the government could not
have willed the means without knowing
and willing the ends. Therefore, in view of
what they actually did, | can't see how there
can be doubt about that government's
intentions. They knew what they were doing
and I find itimpossible to believe otherwise.
Jack Lane".

ber of British policy-makers and influential September 19th.

"A main difference between officialdom
of 1847 and now is the earlier precision of
language due to their classical (Latin, Greek)
education. Thus this response to Niall O
Ciosain's claim (Irish Times, Sept. 14,2011)
that when the Lord Lieutenant of the time
accused the government of “...coldly
persisting in a policy of extermination” of
the Irish that he really meant to say
“evictions” rather than murder.

Correspondence of that time is rife with
references to “ejectments” and “extirp-
ations”, both of which are Latin-based as is
“extermination” all with clear definitions.

“Stirpe” (root), thus extirpation is
“uprooting of the people”, and “ejectments”
were evictions. “Extermination” was then,
and still is, extermination.

O Ciosain's claimis all the more dubious
due to the sixty-nine British regiments (of
its total empire army of 137 regiments) that
removed, at gunpoint, Ireland's food to its
ports for export while the people starved,
and Lord Clarendon letter of the time: “But
for the onerous duty of escorting provisions
(edibles) the army in Ireland would have
little to do.”

“Thus, it was indisputably genocide (a
word that didn't exist then, being coined
during WW2 by Rafael Lempkin), so the
Cork Examiner referred to the mass murder
underway in 1847 as “Holocaust”, as did
others including Michael Davittin his “The
Fall of Feudalism...” in 1904. Chris
Fogarty, Chicago, IL 60611". m



Pale and indeed becoming more so daily.
Butit s still a long way off to suggest that

Does the national cathedralshould be solely
It the purview of the Protestant Church.
Stack While the Dean accepthe idea of having
Up a Roman Catholic Mass celebrated regul-
? arly in the cathedral has not been accept-

able"on the"part of the leadership of the
churches'he still touts for business. In his
letter to the Presidential candidates he
opines:

"My sense now is that an effort to
reposition St Patrick's into a role consist-
ent with both its history and the changes
now taking place in Ireland require a
transcending initiative from non-church
sources."

Dean of Saint Patrick's Cathedral

On October 25th 201The Irish Times
reported in a very positive way that the
Dean Robert MacCarthy had sent all the 7
Presidential candidates what amounted to
as Patsy McGarry reported'@&@ctumenical
Initiative". Not surprisingly, the initiative
would benefit not only the Dean but also It was"an area where the leadership of
Saint Patrick's Cathedralin these financially the president of Ireland could be crucial
-straitened times. | have been unfortunate' ¢ P - )
enough to meet the Dean on a few occa-2"d appropriate’ne said.
sions and can report that he is one of the cd
rudest men | have ever met. And the ideaSense of what the Constitutional role of

Chorus:
"A Nation Ne'er Again",
But in England's noble train
We'll play the clown and guard the
Crown—
"A Nation Ne'er Again!"

The Deeds and words we did and said
Are buried now for ever,
To kill the Memory of the Dead
Shall be our first endeavour;
For dead men sometimes tell a tale
That fires the rebel brain,
And the Empire's call must reach us all
In "A Nation Ne'er Again!"

Chorus.

To talk of Ireland's Freedom now
Is only rank sedition,

The Dean seems to have a very unusualAll stepping stones and dead men's bones

We've pitched them to perdition;

of him behind an ecumenical initiative the Presidency is all about. In the past we No man may talk of days gone by—Of

makes me laugh, as | have seen him treapave had Presidents who were Protestant

the Catholic Canon Twomey atthe Farrahy@nhd who were Catholic and there was
Church Commemoration of the writer N€Ver a bother about it. When Eamon

disdain. | was so outraged this year that jenvisioned the holder of the top office in

personally thanked the Canon for his the State as being non-sectarian. Dean

presence and shook his hand, and | couldMacCarthy isery wrondo try and involve

Republic or Sinn Fein—Shout "Up
the Gael", and you'll rot in jail
In "A Nation Ne'er Again!"
Chorus.

RTE Bias
When Ireland woke up on Tuesday,

tell he was very surprised. While the Dean @1y future holder of the office in affairs oft 25th October 2011, two days before the

was out glad-handling the people he religion when it is to affairs of State tha
knows, and they are the Protestants—oné“_elshe has the only constitutional ob_Ilga-
knows them by their braying voices—he tion in that role. Perhaps the Anglican

neglects his duties as host and leaves th&€an is thinking of the UK, where the
poor Canon the whole time in a side-room head of State is also the head of the nation

waiting until he calls him for the service. religion of the State, which is Protestant-

voting for the next President—it was the
news on Radio of severe floodingin Dublin
thattook precedence. That the whole thing
dpas happened again a third time in the
same area because the drains have not

Ecumenicism my foot!

Andwhile lam onthat particular subject
| can say without fear of contradiction
that, while the baskets are handed aroun
afterthe Farrahy Service, itis the Catholics
| know that give paper money, with coins
being dropped in by well-fed, prosperous-

to
"be an opportunity to make St. Patrick's
into anational cathedrahot merely for
the Church of Ireland but for all Irish
Christians".

He goes on to baselessly claim thee
are now in a situation where the majority
of Christians in Dublin and possibly the
State attend no place of worship. We all

dack to the Catholic people of Dublin

been cleaned and an underground river
was built over with no proper attention to
tthe fact that, when enough rain fell it
would back up and flood the nearby houses,
just shows the carelessness of the City
Council. The City Manager came on to
say that it was a once-in-a-hundred-year
event and that beggared belief.

The people complained and said some-
one would have to do the clean-up and be
in this case meantnstead of'new responsible for the money it would take.
Cathedral which was intended to be built "t these houses are no longer able to
on the land on Merrion Square, which 2CC€SS flqod insurance should suggest to
Archbishop John Charles McQuaid anyone with half a brain that the planners

generously donated to the people of DublinShould be held responsible. In China
as a public park. recently, when there was a train derailment,

the bureaucracy in charge were taken out
BriaNn O'HIGGINS and shot. Now | am not advocating the
The following song was published in death penalty, but there comes a time

ism. If the Dean is really serious about the
history of St Patrick's Cathedral and
ecumenism, he should consider handing i

from whom the Protestant Church of

Ireland stole it in the 17th century. The
Church of Ireland has two Cathedrals in

Church uses their Pro-CathedralRro"

know some of the reasons why this is sdl931 by Brian O'Higgins. It seems quite when people who are responsible for this

and | for one regret it"Do you see what

he does in that last sentence there—

alluding no doubt to the many claims
against the Catholic Church and then by
way of help— kicking it while it is still on
its knees when there is the opportunity of
a nice little earner for himself and his
Church. Even the most oppositional voices
to the Catholic Church, like The Irish
Times accept in survey after survey there
is still something like 70% of the people
attending Sunday Mass with Dublin being
the lowest obviously—the Pale is still the

kind of fiasco should be held accountable.
And perhaps the days of building in flood
plains will stop and the considerable
money for the clear-up will go instead to
d seeing that proper planning procedures
are adhered to in future.
\ But it was interesting to see how the
For Ireland's cause who always stood—,hqle Dublin flooding story—yawn—
Three thousand men or three men; a5 used to put pressure on the time that
But, ah! our blood has cooled since thensinn Fein's Martin McGuinness was given.
And all our dreams are slain; That evening's RTE News had a picture of
To-day we sing "God Save the King," a 70s black and white funeral and this
And "A Nation Ne'er Again". tactic was used again and again against
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appropriate to the Ireland of 2011.
"A Nation Ne'er again.
(Air—"A Nation Once Again".)

When freedom's fire was in our bloo
We sang of Irish freemen,
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McGuinness to the effect that he wasand the new class of public servants w
personally responsible for all the funeralsventured as entrepreneurs into the shippilii¥ [@]N[p]2¥:XeTe] NI elo 1211 1818[=)0
of Northern Ireland. When Sean Gallagherand colonising associated with the 'di
was outed as afinancial wheeler and dealegovery' of foreign trade. The Industri
it was an open secret in Fianna Fail thaRevolution was a necessary by-product pffor its workers, paid for partly out of direjgt
there were considerable stories about hovioreign trade. Huge quantities of materiafs worker contributions but also from tife
he became so rich so quickly. But thewere needed which in turn stimulatell profits of the co-operatives themselvgs.
media liked Sean the more he denouncedhento supply the demand. Vast quantiti
Fianna Falil, so they were very supportiveof copper for ship's bottoms, for exampl
of him with headlines claiming he had and iron for cart-wheels, horseshoes, a ; |
"been ambushediy Martin McGuinness. ship-building were needed. Once thHg tor;f(nof/r:; t?]i?%l;?tiEflglrornezlpgr?:i%riﬁty nt
(Nice tie-in with that word—no?) Now demand was created by foreign trade Jit
RTE is paid by the tax-payer i.e. you andstimulated the need for invention a
me and | would have liked a little more improvement of production methods al IRELAND AND BRITAIN
objectivity. The print media—that is, all not the other way around as economids N 1967, the Irish Congress of Tragle
the papers—were also unanimously againstend to show it. Unions adopted a resolution supportihg
Martin McGuinness and, if one thing has  As wealth increased and became mdje"the principle and practice of industrigl
been achieved by this election, itis that thevidespread, the former ruling classes wefedemocracy, providing for workers' partid-
Northern Ireland saga of the Troubles isparted from the levers of political powe§ pation in management'in 1968, the
now passgas even the most righteous and over the 17th, 18th and 19th centurifscalled on the Government to introdUke
Fine Gaeler said to me yesterday that thapolitical power was exercised more arll jnqustrial democracy in the State sectr.
partculrstory ofour pastisover how andore by poicians whowersforhe mof . in1973, e B TradeUrion Cor
with the surprise of it but there you go— the super-rich. For example, Lloyd Georde ress passed the first statementonWor s
sometimes things can come back and bitevas given a house by one of his patrons ltC_ontroI by the Trade Union movement
the media in their bum—you just neveris no coincidence that most successfil Since 1949.
see it! politicians retire into a wealthy lifestyl The seeds of modern day Mondragpn
out of all proportion to their official | were planted in 1953, light years ahead of
The Depression  €arnings. Butstill, not super-rich. The re§l anything in the English-speaking wogd
In the present Depression, as in thesuper-rich are those who own great farrgsand developed in a highly co-ordinaged
Great Depression after the 1929 Wallof land throughout the world, they owll and organised way.
Street Crash, the rich are getting muchvast factories, steel works, shipping lineg, |t is doubtful if such an achievemeht
richer and almost everyone else is gettinghormous ports and sizeable portions Pfcoyid have been carried out by workerflin
r?uhch poorer The money ?astr%‘tgone emaxls*:fp F;’;’;:T'% ﬁe")‘/’ﬁf‘i'g‘t'ﬁj;ecg;iskefsnxhgf either Ireland or Britain, mainly becaufte
it has just migrated into the weal . ' it i i
peop|e‘JS offshgre bank accounts fro?*/nthemse'VGS Private Banks who contr. l?rfethl_ee?tolutltchaésa:fjs:gﬁgOglca| outlook gf
where it will be used to buy assets theand allocate huge funds to commercijil '
price of which has fallen due to the DepresBanks and to Mortgage Providers and o
sion. Among the interesting side effects islnvestment Banks. The bondholders wip
that the super-rich are buying ever larger@re being asked to forgive one-half of t
and more exotic residences for themselvegiebt owed by Greece and by Greek banks,, oitare. education and public health have
with the result that residences in the pl’lceare_ for the most part the Private Bank_s to be cut so as to enable the Governments
range of over 10 million euros are actuallywhich manage the surplus money for their , oy the enormous amounts of interestto
increasing in price due to the competitionsuper-rich clients. These people do not y,q v iders of money i.e. ultimately the
among the super-rich. According to alikelosses, eventhoughthey canaffordit. o\, ey rich 1t makes a lot of sense doesn't
recent Merrill-Lynch Report, the number This is the reason why the Greek situation j, 't e guper-rich? But, for the other
of millionaires around the world has grown IS taking so long to sortoutand, even after e nine 94 of the world's population it
by over 8% in 2010 and the Combmed!t I.S pqlnmally_sorted outbythe EU leaders; jUSt does not stack up!
wealth of these individuals has grown It IS.SU” pOSSIb'ethat nOt aII of the bankers Michael Stack ©
from 40,700 billion dollars in 2007 to acting for the super-rich willagree to 509
42,700 billion dollars in 2010. That is an discount for Greece. Or may agree only
increase of 2,000 billion dollars. Where after Greece has sold national assets{tBRAVE SIRTE
did it come from? Certainly not from companies which mostlikely will be ultim-
themselves as a class. It came from us, th@tely owned by the super-rich people gr Sirte, Libya, the new Guernica,
others of the human race who are noby their nominees. Thus they will recovef Nato bombards indiscriminately,
millionaires. We, the others, are muchsome or the entire discount by gettinfy the ragtags shell it dispassionately.
better off and live more comfortable lives cheap assets which would not otherwigeLibya isolated from Africa.
than people, say, 500 years ago, whef€ sold by Greece at all. EU, US, Russia, condemn Gaddifi

most of the wealth then consisted of land,  The real role of the IMF in all of this is,| though UK liberals act dictator

and ownership was concentrated then imot only to force feed loans to Greecd, 'S¢ the world as prestidigitators.

the hands of the super-rich who were alsqreland, and the UK etc., but to put thg (10t S0 much human rights as geography)
the ruling class. Bankers and administra+righteners on the target countries by laying 916 there was Picasso who depicted

tive servants were few 500 years ago andiown really tough conditions over a longy ¢ Scream of a horse, a trampled free press,

were very firmly under the control of the period of years so that huge interest on the?™ken bodies, naked light bulb. It sticks

rulers/capitalists. loans can by earned for the super-righ'” the memory, a fearful abscess. -
Economists are inclined to trace themasters. The money has to be extract ;{)W‘“ X’ugeme.mlber Sirte convicted
rise of modern capitalism to the Industrial from the plebs through taxation, watef °F P€Ing Arab soctalist to excess.
Revolution but is it not perhaps traceablecharges, and property taxes and pajd Wilson John Haire
to the accumulation of wealth from aboutthrough the economic system via Govern- 24th, 7th October, 2011
1500 AD onwards in the hands of bankeraments. Governments' budgets for social

(To be continued next issue
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. UNIVERSITY republished in 2009), studies ha

MONDRAGON continued Mondragén has its own university, consistently shown that workers in Mg
o made up of an engineering school, adragon feel a loyalty to their firms and 4
organisation methods he proposed haveys opnical school and what is now cop- "prepared to make significant sacrific

gggtemhor\é%%ues'%tcr}g;ngaé\geungﬂ%gﬁar& sidered to be one of the best busingsgvhere necessary in order for their g
Tribute to his Life and Work-1937-2q0p  Studies programs in the Europe Unitin] Operatives to remain in business®

Edited by Philip O'Connor, 2010, 60pd.) alsoowns, andinvests heavilyin, anumiper Greater worker contentment on_§
of research and development facilities| factory floor means less need f
Even in his latter years as a voluntger supervision. An American politic
worker at the Larkin Centre for th Joss, Jogs, Jogs | commentator, Carl Davidson, on
Unemployed, in Dublin's North Strangl, ~ Writing for theHarvard International | observed that self-supervision wag
Pat Murphy maintained communicatign Review(April 4, 2009), Greg MacLeod competitive advantage for Mondragd
with the Mondragon workers. describes the secret of Mondragon's slicHe wrote’Not having a lot of supervisog
cess in achieving its annual job-creatipnto pay meant lower prices."
How Does IT WoRK? targets and ensuring job security for all |ts
Aworker, in order to become amemier members. He writes: Pay DIFFERENTIALS
ofaMondragon Co-Operative, mustinvgst  "Most large global corporations .|. . 1 ne relatively narrow pay different
€13,400 in share capital. The sum accym-  develop strategies to increase earnijgsn Mondragon are a contrast to the
ulates interest over time and is repaid to through job reduction. Conventional pay differentials in many large Wests
the worker upon retirement. So, fromdpy ~ Corporate managers argue that a ‘jobcorporations, where CEOs can pocke
one, he or she has a financial stake in[the Creation’ strategy necessarily leads |toto 400 times the pay of the lowliestwork
i inefficiency and Iosses.. Bl:I‘t empiricgl | Mondragéntop management seldo
testing suggests otherwise. earns more than six times the incomsq

Every worker has an equal voioel A. ndividual ivesinMondragsh. hE-lowest-paid worker'in reality”, as
Barker of the Drucker Foundation says: Individualco-operativesinMondragom, ;,nqragén's global director Mr Uga

"The workers elect the board of directqrs observes Macl.eod, are und@o 16gal | - ints oytritis just three times after tax
and the board of directors hires tHe obligaition to retain workers, but jobs arp In effect, if the top earner wants a rai
managers. ThIS haS a pOSitive effeCt on th@ffecnvely guarant_eedHe SayS: rf there everyone in the Co_Op gets a raise_

workers, because the people they electfards a redundancy in one enterprise, the "4 10 that some of Mondrago

the people who hire their supervisors.] - redundant workers have the right 10 0 fvers are enticed to work for outsi
available work in the other associatgd corporations by the prospects of m

The Co-Ops are not cast adrift on he enterprises.” higher salaries. However, an Amerigg
market without map or compass. Redd i i : ' i
p p Y So, instead of workers being left to rpt writer Sergio Lub, who toured Mondrag

success or failure of the enterprise.

and eager to help them with their busingsson the dole, they are speedily transferfed,

. - . ; i WO years ago, observed:
plans is theMondragon's own special- to productive employmentin other co-ops > g

purpose_community bank, the Cgja and assisted with retraining to enharjce | "Sorr}etimfes a Mondragol?_ menek
Laboral. It produces up-to-date marketing their value to the new enterprise. eaves for afew years to workin a hig
forecasts for co-ops, provides low-intergst paid job; they often return. When | askg

f i bl tobel h a senior executive why he stayed,
inance to enable new co-opsto be faungh- ProbucTiviTY answeredifwas an easy choice. Outsi

ed, and makes available experienced staff  This emphasis on constantlyimprovijg 1 may earn more money, but | would I

fromlong-established co-ops to be mentprsjahour productivity also enhances tihe —my community.'"

for newer ones. overall competitiveness of Mondragoér's

enterprises in the global marketplade. RETIREMENT
In the corporate world, it is a fact thpt Mondragén's Global Director, Mr. Jogu Ambrose Evans-Pritchard, Inte

most new small business fail. In Mop- Ugarte Arregui, say$We can't offshore| national Business Editor of Britai

dragén, by contrast, most new enterprisesso we have to keep climbing the technolggyconservativédaily Telegraphin a recen

succeed. Barker observes: ladder and improve core engineerirlg article inwhich he praised the Mondrag

“The Mondragon bank... always has here." model, discussed the link betwef
the welcome mat out for anyone wio  In order to ensure that workers shodld increasing economic inequality and
wishes to create more jobs. Becausq ofhave a true sense of ownership of therecent global slump. He said:
this attitude and the great skiljs enterprises in which they are employgd, "The solidarity ethos has its allure giv

Mondragon has developed in nurturifg Mondragon's Caja Laboral bank prefefs, mounting research by the IMF and ot

start-upsits entrepreneurial success rgte . . . .
P 1~ wherever possibleto limit _the size of bodies that the extreme gap between

has been 80 per cent! That is fhaure WIHEIE
rate for the rest of the world!" individual Co-Ops. Once a Co-Opfs ~ &nd poor was a key cause of the gig

membership approaches 500 workgr- asset bubble and financial crisis, as

the bank prefers to | h ne as being highly corrosive for democraci
Casa LagoraL—CommuNITy Bank [ OWNETS, the bank preters to launch new ¢ g N index of income inequality h3

The Caja Laboral—which, like the c0-0ps rather then allow established ones  eached levels not seen since the 19
Mondragdn co-ops, started from humiple to get any bigger. This is quite a contrgst  across the West"Daily Telegraph
origins—has grown to become one [of from the relentless process, seen in the London, February 16, 2011).

Spain's major financial institutions. It has rest of the corporate world, of economic
branches across the country, 1.2 milljpn mergers, acquisitions and take-overs. The Mondragon Co-operative Corpq

clients, a staff of 2,000, 21 billion Eurgs ~ According to Australia’s Dr. Race
worth of assets and 1.5 billion Euros [in Mathews' classic workiobs of Our Own:
equity. Building a Stake-Holder Socie{{999,




ko
s

LABOUR

VOLUME 29 No. 11

.ﬂl ¥

by O

ISSN 0790-1712

"No mode of production disappears until its economic potential has been exhausted"—

Karl Marx

"Don't mention Mondragon!”

Would you believe it? A Workers'
Co-Operative movement which pro-
duces an array of goods, including
foodstuffs, computers, household
appliances, refrigerators, ovens, vehicle
parts and the celebrated Orbea bikes
which won gold at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics : and, 60% of their output
exported.

Whilst Europe and the United Statg
suffer levels of economic stagnation ar
joblessness not seen since the 1930s.
smalltown of Mondragdn in the mountair]
ous Basque region of northern Sp
continues to successfully weather t
global economic downturn.

Mondragdn Co-operative Corporatio
is a network of co-operative firms, basq
in the Basque Region of Northern Spai
entirely owned and managed by th
workers employed in them. It is com
mercially highly successful, export
quality manufactured goods around tf
world and boasts zero unemployment.

It has been operating successfully f
57 years, its workforce having grown fror

'he

e the infantile left).

DI

stagnation and joblessness, coupled w
the massive disempowerment and eros
of worker influence : you would imagin
"Mondragon'would be awar-cry on every
radical and left-wing banner and public
tion, butalas! You barely hear it mentione
Indeed, you are more likely to find
discussed in the Peter F. Druker Four
ation, theHarvard International Review
s even in Britain's Tonpaily Telegraph
d Capitalism takes every threat seriously.

Could it be that these Mondragog
inworkers take their task too seriously
elmagine workers believing that they cou

actually organise themselves to compé
h in the cut and thrust of the open markqt.
d Workers are born for martyrdom—ng
N, success (that would only spoil the fun

Of course, if Mandragon failed, Ah
5 then, you would get a huge sympathe
eresponse from the left : "a bit too utopian
"that's what happens when you go back
the likes of Owen, Fourier or Thompson

n  There another prejudicial aspectto it

its original five founding members to it
present labour force of 85,000 worke
owners employed in more than 120 ¢
operative enterprises.

You have never heard tell of it! Th
present writer was getting a key cut th
other day, along a quayside in Cork, wh
the locksmith pulled down a box of pre
set keys and a large label on the b
announcedManufactured by Mondragon
Co-Operative Corporation, Espandie
had nothing but praise for the product.

Unlike the post-GFC [Great Financig

Crash] zombie banks of Ireland, whic|

have been put on Government life-suppgrt
to the tune of tens of billions of taxpaye}’

Euros, Mondragdn stands on its own fe
and sponges off nobody.

In the midst of record economi

- Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
- offered special rates on other publications
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ithwell. The Mondragon project arose out gf
orCatholic social teaching. Now you woul

have to be suspicious, wouldn't you?
The original brains behind Mondrago

h- was a Jesuit priest, Father Don Joge
d. Arizmendiarrieta (1915-1976). He wasp
t farmer's son, whose studies for tife
d-priesthood were interrupted by the 1936

Spanish Civil War.

However, his credentials become allitffe
more complicated for his left-wing detractofe
—Arizmendiarrieta edited a Republica

n Trade Union pap&gungwas imprisoned

? by Franco's Nationalists in 1937, and wis
d fortunate not to be executed.

bte

PAT MURPHY
The late Pat Murphy (1937-2009), F

pf socialist from Dublin was the foremoq

advocate of the Mondragon project in tifge
Irish labour movement.
In the early 1980s, following a bitte

", 14-week unofficial dispute atthe telecor§j-
tomunications company,
". (Ireland) Limited, Murphy and othe

Technico

workers began to realise that Trade Unign

hsaction in itself was inadequate and tht

workers must have a shareholding in tge
workplace.

"Pat then began a long campaign, wi
input from Mick Murray, to achieve g
worker shareholding in the Company,
[TechniconEdit.] where he saw thd
possibilities of trading new working
methods, of self-organised work group,
for a stake in the company. Pat based Bis
vision of workers' democracy on a stud
of the Mondragon co-operatives in tH
Basque country, where self-organisqd
work groups were the basis for one of tige
largest and most successful industrial gpb-
operatives in the world. The attempt §
introduce worker shareholding and a levigl
of shop floor democracy in the compal
ultimately failed, mainly because Pat ws
way ahead of his time in putting thedg
proposals forward. Both the works
shareholding concept and the wo
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