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Some Home Truths .

Ireland is a capitalist democracy. This means that Ireland democratically
capitalism—doesn't it?

Can it be said that a capitalist democracy did not actually chose capitalism?
had no choice in the matter because it lives in a region of the world where nothi
was possible, or allowable?

When Bill Clinton was President of the United States, and decided most of wh
on in the world, he said that liberty was democracy and free markets—or wa;
democracy was liberty and free markets? Anyway, free markets were an e
element. And America had the means of ensuring that what it considered esse
what existed. And Irish democracy was happy to comply with what America jud
be essential. It made itself an instrument of the American campaign, seconded b
at the end of the Cold War, to ensure that nothing but freely-operating capitalis
exist in the world—that is to say, capitalism that operated freely in the ser
Ameranglian hegemony.

The great obstacle in Europe to the free operations of capital globally was th
ordered and corrupt crony capitalism of Germany.

The corrupt practices of crony capitalism became the catch-all explana
situations in which capitalism did not make most people in a society better-off.

Crony capitalism—as far as one could gather its meaning from its regular us
Irish Times—was when economic decisions were made outside the market and i
on the market. At one moment the great crony capitalist who corruptly obstruc
free flow of capital around the world in search of profit to the benefit of everybod
Dr. Mahatir of Malaysia. Dr. Mahatir's political interference with the market was c
to bring misery on his people.

When it turned out that Dr. Mahatir's obstruction of the globalist market
Malaysia from the misery that overtook neighbouring countries which complie
globalist demands, we just heard no more about him from the globalist media.

And likewise with Robert Mugabe. After fighting a war he made a settlemen
Britain, under which the white colonial regime in Rhodesia was to be dismantled
country was to become the independent state of Zimbabwe. It was part of the ag
that Britain would finance the abolition of the colonial land settlement—would b
the landowners it had imposed on the country in comparatively recent times an
the land to the natives. But Britain's concern about Rhodesia was limited to en
Unilateral Declaration of Independence, which the Rhodesia settlers had m
which the international situation made it inexpedient for it to recognise as legiti
was itself not willing to undertake military action againstktth and kin"in Rhodesial
Itlet the Rhodesian natives fight a war for independence against the kith and kin
acted as intermediary to bring about majority rule, i.e. democracy.

Britain did not honour its undertaking to finance a land reform to end the coloni
settlement. The white settlers were therefore left in possession of the land sei
recent conquest, protected by a legal system designed for the conquest.. Whe
resorted to direct action to take the land and distribute it amongst those who ha
the war for independence, the Courts held his actions to be unlawful. A great gl
was started up against the illegality, corruption, cronyism and authoritarianism
Mugabe regime, and it was reported that by dispossessing the white settler

| continued on page 2|

Ireland And Europe

A Pointless
nikesidency?

h Enda Kenny and most of the Cabinet
ag'ét to Brussels on 3rd October:

e
g "Taoiseach Enda Kenny will seek to

Wenclastablish “clear lines of communication”

rior to Ireland's looming presidency of

t th, e EU when he and more than half the
entiglabinet hold discussions with the Euro-
ial wpsan Commission in Brussels today, a
d toGovernment spokesman said" (Irish
ritaifimes, 3 October 2012).

Co1lj£n this day of emails, Facebook and
€ Rhitter it is patently absurd that the
Taoiseach and a host of Ministers would
wefed to go to Brussels tolear lines of
communication‘andthis is obviously a
n egPhemism for a real problem.
The real 'breakdown' was spelt out in
ythgesame report:
posed'Today's meetings take place in the
d th&ftermath of last week's joint statement
wasby finance ministers from Germany,
. Finland and the Netherlands, which was
taiN seen as contradicting a pledge by EU
leaders in June to help break the link
vedbetween bank and sovereign debt. The
ith Government spokesman last night played
down the significance of the finance
ministers' declaration and said the June
ith 29th statement was “a very clear signal
d thﬁ: intent and a decision on behalf of all
em heads of government to very clearly
eak the link between bank and

OUt overeign debt”..."
return . .
g thdt the Brussels meetings the Taoi-

e sgash and 10 other Government figures
teMgt 27 Commissioners and discussed
Ireland’'s Presidency of the EU, which
d gtafs on 1st January, and there was plenty
sympathy and reassuring words for the
|aFgvernment's case for sticking to the June
d4fthg Council agreement. But words are

when you don't have the power or
onsibility to follow up on your words
al@y that is the stark reality about all the
f prople met by Kenny and company.

calleenny has been shocked at the three

continued on page 6
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influenced by what they know.

CONTENTS Without a healthy core of crony capital-

ism and corruption committed to the
national interest, countries are helpless
today. It used to be the case—not very
long ago in historical terms—when
peoples might do their own thing accord-
ingto theirowninclinations. There is now
no corner of the world so out-of-the-way
and so backward that it is left alone to do
its own thing. Nothing in the world is now
outside the world market. The world
market now includes everything in the
world. It was created by Britain and the
United States. Two decisive events in its
creation were the British war on China in
1841 to compel it to open itself to the sale
of opium from British India, and the arrival
of American warships in Japan ten years
later with an ultimatum that it must aban-
don the peaceful, unprofitable seclusion
in which it had lived for centuries and
open itself to the world—or else!
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Dunmanway Debate:
Prying Out Sectarianism. Editorial Introductio
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There was once an argument that inter-
national trade as good for everybody
because it wouldn't happen if it wasn't.
And there was a degree of truth in it when
Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: the world consisted of countries that were

Guilds And The Law basically self-sufficient and so were free

Mondragon, Part 13 to exchange products for products as they
(back page) saw fit. That world has gone. World

McGrath Resigns As Chairperson Of Dail Technical Group | capitalism has for some time been the
uel Costs medium of existence of all countries. And

(Press Releases, page 27) what goes on in international trade is not

the trading of product for product but the
movement around the world of capital
"commercial farmerg’ he was bringing Mugabe disabled the globalist campaign from a handful of powerful centres, with
about famine conditions in what had once by persuading the Tsvangirai movementcapital increasingly taking on magical
been an agriculturally productive country to join the actual Zimbabwean national financial forms. And, if there is not yet
and that mass starvation was imminent. democracy instead of acting as the spearcomplete freedom of trade, freedom to

What thé&commercial farmers'were  head of the propagandistideological demo-trade or not trade has long gone. The
was never explained in the global media. cracy of globalist capital. He accepted theworld will notallow freedom not to trade—

It was only with difficulty that it could be land reform. He was therefore of no the world being the control exerted by a

found out that they were the colonisers, further use to his international backers. few states over the 180 states that exist in
who still owned vast tracts of land, and He entered into Coalition with Mugabe it.

that each employed hundreds of labourersand joined in regularising the condition of

to produce luxury goods cheaply for post-colonial Rhodesia, and zZimbabwe The great advocate of free trade in

European markets. was dropped out of the news. Ireland for many years was Garret Fitz

A democratic Opposition party based  The character of the Western media asGerald. Free trade was sacred. Itwas the
on the urban working class was cultivated a propaganda apparatus of globalist capitaEngine of economic growth. Then one
and financed by Britain and Europe. The was clearly demonstrated in this event. day it struck him that there had been
fact that it could not win elections was  The Irish media might have been €nough economic growth. He thought
explained by authoritarianism and corrupt- expected to understand the Zimbabwearthat the world should be content to settle
ion, rather than the fact that it representedsituation, and to at least remain silent, downwhere itwas at. What was the point
a minority interest in the country. The because of the crucial part that reform of of the rush for still further economic growth
regime held firm against this internal a colonial land system played in the Irish at an ever-accelerating pace with no
Opposition which was the spearhead ofnational movement. But Irish history has conceivable end to it?
international capitalist pressure in supportbeen subjected to a process of erosion by But how can the world be stopped
of the colonial land settlement. Oxbridge hegemony of the History Depart- Without everything being thrown into

No actual famine was reported although ments of Irish Universities during the past chaos?
year after year the international media thirty years, and it sometimes seems that He hadwritten his free trade propaganda
declared it to be imminent. those who still know something about it for forty years without asking what it was

Then a remarkable thing happened.feel obliged to show that they are not allabout, and without seeing that the more
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capitalism was driven towards globalis

free trade, the less possible it was for it LUETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

settle down peacefully. Capital is restless:
It must be always on the go. Itis under

internal compulsionto expand. Its purpose | Jncritical Of Germany

ijpﬁguniﬁsafgta_bif{;c;n?,);i??tdsgﬁeg I yvish tq renew my subscription to your ext_:ellent pupl_ication... Overall, y
it withers. And invested profit exparyld publlgatloq is gooq butperhaps undulysympathetlc and gncrltlcaliofGelrman Gover|
the capitall which must produce even mo |ntent|_o_ns in re_Ia‘uon to th.e Eqro and attitude tovyards_ln;h banking crisis. Just bg
orofit. A boom is generated and the Ianthe British Tques have h|§tor|cally adopFed an imperialist and oppressive appro

j . ) - “Ireland; particularly the six counties during the recent 30 year old troubles there
of the boom increases until there is &

tsl’lllén;]%cﬁgdcwaerraes’g:s;? ?hisézrgﬁqbsgjsjs com pIeter.wrong; andthatthe German establishm_ent's action_s _and intentionst
other EU nation states are necessarily totally unselfish and positive.

the elements of the system to get out Kells Reader

alignment. The slump leads to destructio

of economic resources. Firms go out

business. Thefittestor the luckiestsurvive. Stefan Lehne

Then business begins to p'Fk upagamnala | note that in thdrish Political Revieweditorial of October 2012 Stefan Lehne

lower Igvel, but at a I_evel higher than the described a%he leading foreign policy functionary of the Austrian State"

low point of the previous slump. That was true until about a year ago. Now he is a visiting scholar at Carnegie E

We are_atpresz_ant_gomgthrough aslum.at Brussels.

By choosing capitalism we chose a b_oo Stefan Lehne was formerly an important Austrian bureaucrat. He is now an aca

and S'”“."p system of economy. And, if wg working with what appears to be an important American foreign policy think tank.

chose it, we have no _gr0unds as Agistinction is very important and should have been taken into consideration in writi

democragy_ for complamm_g about the editorial.

_slump. Ifit IS held that_we did not choosg The Austrian State since the Second World War has skilfully applied Chri

It, then thgre IS some_thmg very false abo 'Democratic and Socialist policies. As a result it appears to be weathering the [

the meaning we attributed to democrac ‘international financial crisis more successfully than other EU member states. Ho
as Lehne has retired from his civil service position, and is now working for the Car

The international capitalist system
the international system in which capita
flows more or less freely around half o
the world—took a lot of arranging. Itwas
established by the English ruling class g

Christian Demaocratic views within that body. That should have been taken acca
in the editorial, which gave a misleading impression of Lehne's standing by sugg
that he represented the position of the Austrian State in that body.
f Joe Keenan

our
nment
cause
ach to
does

not mean that their euro-scepticism in relation to a single European state and cuirrency

pwards

is
rurope

demic
This
ng the

stian
resen
vever,
negie

Endowment for International Peace, it is not at all clear that Lehne is propagating

unt of
esting

the 1688 Revolution by means of war and

trade, following the vision of its martyred

prophet, Algernon Sidney. As between dear to us. Itis very useful to us to be ableserial killers. But the Fighting Irish were
war and trade, war was the dominantto moralise about their capitalist ineffect- great—the ones who joined the British
element—as the Irish, who were its first jveness as corruption as we simply plunderArmy.
victims, should know. Trade could not their material resources. We hate Germany because it is bailing
have broken open the world for English us out, and become like English Jingoes.
capital. Nor could defensive war. Sidney  Tenyears ago Ireland was participating But how did it happen that Germany is in
laid down the principle that offensive war exuberantly in the international capitalist a position to bail us out? Because it
was best, and no one has yet counted alboom that followed the collapse of the maintained a system of crony capitalism
the offensive wars by which his successorsSoviet threat to the system. There waslubricated by corruption and thereby
established the world market. then no democratic possibility of impos- restrained itself. It did not immerse itself
The traditional societies of the world N9 restraints on the bgom_ in order to inthe market. It remained capable of not
lessen the shock of the inevitable slump.shopping over long weekends. It kept up

did not destroy themselves under some acosv. informal relationshio between local
magical influence exerted on them by the  We are now dependent on the Germansoanké/’;nd local indulstry End the German

example of capitalist marketactivity. They to alleviate the impact of the slump on us reconomic miraclefolloning the massive
had to be conquered by the overwhelming—and we have become very anti-German. ,_ t'l ! icted W'.tg 1044 5'V d
military power generated by capitalism, We congratulate ourselves on having bes ruction inficte <|)n Idm' ~an
and be broken down internally by that rejected the influence of James Connolly >Y post-War plundering, ~was
power, before they could be made to seeand Roger Casement in 1914 and takenaccc?.mphsped '”lthe baflf."”? ideological
the merit of living life in the medium of part in the Hun-hating war on Germany. m?Nmm of Papal I|Encyc Igafil- 4 by th
the market, and have their politics remadewe embrace thatwar, which had disastrous eB".VeTe not avr\]/g);]s a eh Ey that
into the game that we call democracy. consequences for Europe,"@ur War". act. rét?|nvxl_a§,vr\]/ Ic Wi/l\‘j'w y Europe
Few of them have been any good at thatwe deplore the military action we had to isc;‘jape fom |tr|]nt epost-war gdenergtlon.
game. The crudity with which they play it engage in to gain independence after webnﬁcI r:jogv We have progressed and are
is called corruption. Butwe inthe capitalist had voted for it because Britain refused to 2 ¢ PY 1 100-
centres do not want them to be good at it.accept the verdict of the ballot-box, but
because if they were they would take we glorify militarismifitis British. Those o oo oo
effective capitalist control of their material who made possible the establishment of, —Hain disdainiully refused to join in

resources, which we need, and sell theman Irish democracy were psychopaths,the European project at the start. When it
took off, it tried to join but was refused
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during the Christian Democrat era of Aden- apart. And a prudent democracy preparesid in return for budget-austerity condi-
auer and De Gaulle. Eventually it got in for credible contingencies Anti-EU tions on Governments, needed a change in
and set about subverting the project frompolicies are therefore not politically the Treaty on the functioning of the EU.
inside. There was a greaorruption” irrelevant, though they do not meet the Thus the March 2011 decision by EU
campaign against Christian Democracy, practical requirements of the moment. Governments to change a legal provision
in which Ireland was active. There was However the existing anti-EU positions in the Treaty to allow for the creation of
the campaign for random expansion, whichneed a much greater critical engagementhe ESM was adopted incorrectly.

wrecked the original dynamic. And then with European realities if they are to be
Britain appointed a Minister For Free effective in such an eventuality.
Capitalism In Europe—ainister for *
Competition—who set about eroding
restrictive practices.

And the first Minister for Competition
was the former radical socialist, Kim Mechanism that the Irish Courts referred

Howells, who was Arthur Scargill's lieut-  vital aspects of his case for settlement by

enantinthe Miners' Strike that miscarried. the European Union Court at Luxemburg.
English socialist opposition to the EU in Moreover, for the first time ever, the EU

He also describes the ESM as an inter-

Governmental Treaty done outside the
EU and an illegal mechanism"@rcum-
Itis ameasure of the strength of Thomasvent” the bailout prohibition in existing
Pringle's legal challenge to Ireland's European Treaties, according to court
ratification of the European Stability documents. John Rogers argues:

"We are concerned that a body outside
the union and not subject to union law
could take measures in connection with
the union and dictate conditions that will

be imposed on member states in matters
so fundamental and integral to the union
as its economy and its currency”

the firstinstance was that it was an obstacleCourt will sit with all 27 judges presiding.
to socialist development. when socialism (Each member-state has a representative
collapsed as a mass movementin Englandn the Court. Usually the Judges sit in
—largely as a consequence of Scargill'sgroups of 3, 5 or sometimes 15. With all Koen Lenaerts, a Belgian and Vice-
misconceived Strike—many socialists the Judges sitting, it means the voice ofPresidentof the court, asked Rogers about
moved easily from opposition to the EU British Judge Christopher Vajda QC will the meaning of the word bailoutAre
on the ground that it was an obstacle tobe heard. The lIrish representative isyou really saying that member states
socialism, to opposition on the ground Aindrias O Caoimh.) would, as a matter of union law, be prohib-
that it was an obstacle to free capitalism. Pringle's case exploits the dichotomy ited to help one anotherin whatever frame-

The anti-corruption campaign against between the European Union and theworkitwould be?"Lenaertsis the reporting
Germany was successful in greatly reduc-Eurozone States. With Britain vetoing judge and will write the draft judgment
ing the crony capitalist relationship of coherent EU action to deal with the that will serve as a starting point for
finance and industry. This made it neces-financial crisis, states confronted with the discussion among the judges. (The court's
sary for the banks to find something else need to take practical measures to save théinal decision won't show dissenting
to do with their money. So they began Euro have been obliged to stretch the EUjudges' views or how the vote was split.)
speculative investmentin the international Constitution to find authority for their
money market. (What else could they actions.
have done? They had to do something. The European Stability Mechanism,
Capitalist money of the modern kind which has been allocated 500 billion Euros
evaporates if it isn't used.) And this andis empowered to fund indebted states
contributed something to the boom in is not a proper institution of the European
which capitalism in Ireland was unable to Union argues Labour's John Rogers,
restrain itself. Pringle's barrister:

But Germany did not immerse itself "Developed in haste, the ESM treaty is
entirely inthe money markets. And, when  atodds with and undermines the EU legal
the slump came, it was the only EU state  order... Intrying to defend the compatib-

Michael Cush, leader of the Irish state's
legal team Ireland told the court. that it
regards the ESM provisions &ailly
compatible with the treaties”.He says
that Pringle's argumenignore the actual
wording of the amendmendihd"above
allits purpose, which is to confirm that the
euro-area member states may in times of
crisis establish a stability mechanism"

"Such a mechanism will not affect the

capable of alleviating its effect. Therefore  ility of the ESM with the EU treaties, the
it is hated. intervening member states and

institutions have had to engage in mis-
characterization and distortion in the
confusion of form and substance and in
legal and conceptual contradictions" (see
Washington Pos23.10.12).

"We are concerned that a body outside
the union and not subject to union law

Survival of the Eurozone now depends
on Franco-German collaboration. France
is important chiefly for political reasons.
It is the biggest EU state not on the verge
of bankruptcy and it has the moral status
of having come out on top in the last two
Franco-German wars.

Atthe present moment, Ireland remain-
ing committed to capitalism, the only
practical course of action is the one adopted

so fundamental and integral to the union
as its economy and its currency" (Irish
Times 23.10.12).

union's exclusive competence regarding
monetary policy for the euro area nor will
it increase the limited competence that it
has in respect of the co-ordination of the
member states’ economic policy" (Irish
Times 23.10.12).

The ESM is formally due to enter into

force on 1st January, 2013 and the Euro-
could take measures in connection with Pean Court of Justice has been forced to
the union and dictate conditions that will fast-track the case, in order to avoid inter-
be imposed on member states in mattersering with that timetable.

*

At a moment when lrish economic

by Brian Lenihan atthe start of the crisis—
to tighten itself up in the way required by

recovery is heavily dependent on consolid-
Pringle argues that the ESM, which ation of the Euro-zone by Franco-German

Germany. (Itis unthinkable that it should was declared operational on 8th October action, and Britain has committed itself to
emulate the German system—the cronyViolates the no-bailout provision under independent development outside the
capitalist/corruption nonsense is still too EU law and encroaches on the role of theEurozone (and therefore in conflict with

thick in the air.)

EU in economic and monetary policy.

it), the Irish Establishment, lacking a Euro-
He says that the creation of the ESM, pean dimensioninits make-up, is adapting

Itis, of course, possible that the Euro- which like the temporary European Finan- itself to British requirements. it refuses to

zone will break up and the EU will fall

cial Stability Facility can offer financial

take part in the Transaction Tax which the



City of London has rejected. And it has Emergency. (See, for example, Dr. Constabulary should be parcelled up with
consulted the British Ambassador aboutFearghal McGarry inrish Historical  the Guards and théimurder"in 1916-21
how centenary commemorations of StudiedNo. 136: "Much of the extensive be commemorated proved to be a step too
national events leading to the formation of historiography of Irish-German relations far for the time being.
the Irish state should be conducted, evenwas understandably focussed on the 2nd The RIC was Irish in the same way that
though those events occurred in conflict World War, or the Emergency as it was the Indian Government of the time was
with Britain. known in Ireland’) Infactthe 2nd World Indian—that is to say, that it was an
Irish national morale at the level of the War, as a military event, was amply des- apparatus of the British state for controlling
State has been in a condition of collapsecribed inthe Irish papers. The Emergencythe natives whose name it took.
for forty years—excepting the years when was the condition in which Ireland was Ireland was notionally an integral part
Charles Haughey was Taoiseach, madeput by this war in which it did not take of the British state under the Union, and

Ireland a presence in Europe, made it apart. therefore part of the ruling body of the
participantin the post-Cold War capitalism Empire. But the police force in Ireland
boom, and was blackguarded for it at The victor in that war was Communist was organised on different principles to
home. Russia. Nazi Germany, having defeatedthe police force in England. It was not a

The moral collapse came about becauseBritain and France in Europe, was held County Constabulary, locally based and
the Irish Establishment was conned into and driven back by Communist Russia. locally representative. It was a centrally-
accepting responsibility for the effects of While Russia was stopping the Nazis, andorganised coercive and espionage appar-
British misgovernment in Northern Britain was doing no fighting worth atus, indoctrinated with an Imperial
Ireland. Itfellinto a state of mind inwhich mentioning, convoys of supplies from morale, and deliberately alienated from
itappeared thatto hold Britain responsible America were sent to Russia on British the populace. It was a caste set apart from
for what Britain did with the Six Counties shipping The Russian Government the community, and was the prototype for
would be an expression of paranoid recently wanted to award medals to Imperial policing in other parts of the
Anglophobia. survivors of those Arctic Convoys, butthe Empire.

British Government ordered that British ~ The first act of the government elected

The British Ambassador suggests thatcitizens would not be allowed to accept in 1918 was to institute a boycott of the
Irish centenary events should be rolled upthem. RIC and set about destroying it. Because
in a package with British centenary events  From 1941 to 1945 Communist Russia of that, the war of Independence has been
for "inclusive" commemoration. was the beacon of freedom in the British categorised by revisionism as a Civil War

Britain manipulated European conflicts propaganda. Russian victory made half of—which is a kind of racial or religious
to bring about the Great War against Europe Communist. Cold War against view of what was a political matter. The
Germany, Austria and Turkey. JamesRussia began immediately in 1945, andrecruits to the lower ranks of the RIC were
Connolly and Roger Casement were of Churchill wanted to make it a hot war mainly Catholic Irishmen, but they were
the opinion that its purpose was to main-while America had the monopoly of shaped into an apparatus of the British
tain its world dominance by putting down nuclear weapons. Forty-five years later State for use against the Irish populace.
a serious trade rival. We are required tothe Soviet system collapsed and RussiaAnd they continued to act as aninstrument
dismiss that opinion without thinking was thrown open to Western capitalist of the British State after the Irish electorate
about it—itwould not be so easy to dismissintrusion. Itwas good from 1941 to 1945. rejected it.
itifitwas thought about—and to subscribe It became evil through having defeated *
to the view that in organising that cata- Nazism. In 1990 it became good again. Another step too far was the demand of
strophic war Britain was somehow No difficulty would have been made about Ulster Unionists in the Northern Ireland
defending freedom. the awarding of Russian war medals duringAssembly that the Irish Government
the 1990s, when Western capital did as itshould apologise for bringing the Provi-
pleased in Russia and the standard okional IRA into existence and sending it
living in Russia plummeted. But now onamurder campaign in the North. Even
Russian capitalism has taken itselfin hand,Micheal Martin felt obliged to reject that
and acquired the ability to operate the demand. But, in doing so, he launched a
market in the national interest. It is no tirade against the devolved Government
longer helpless prey to Western capital, soin the North as a way of getting at Sinn
it is evil again. So convoy survivors are Fein. He has a frivolously devious mind
forbidden to accept medals for their which is incapable of saying anything
contribution to the Russian defeat of straight.

Nazism. The Northern Ireland Assembly has no
Britain had ensured that Ireland did not And T.P.O‘Ma_hony, Religious Cprres— goverr?mfentfunc_tion. Itmay adop_t motions
o pondent of thelrish [Cork] Examiner by majority vote if they have nothing to do
have an Army capable of fighting a war.) sees the prison sentences given to Pussyith governmentand do not require Exec-
The British propaganda said that, becausehiot for pornoaraphic blasphemy in a uti gove otreq
Ireland did not make itself available as a b grap P y In a utiveaction. Mattgrs affectln_g government
British base of operations, it wdthe Cathedral as a dire threat to democr_aUccan only be car_rled by majorities W'Fh.m
) . ' ; freedom. During the Cold War the curbing the representatives of both communities.
neutral island in the heart of men’And of religion in Russia was one of the evils
in recent years it has been cultivating the gion In Russia w: V! And departments are shared_c_)ut b(_atween
of the regime. Now it seems that it is the parties of the two communities without

notion that Ireland was a kind of black religion that is the evil I to the A bl
hole, so closed in on itself that it denied 9 ' reference 1o fhe Assembly.

thatthere was a World War going oninthe * Britain decided in 1921 to set up a sub-
world, and called the World War the A suggestion that the Royal Irish governmentinthe Northin circumstances
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Britain won this war for freedom, and
then arranged things so well that it launch-
ed another World War for freedom twenty
years later. Large numbers of Irishmen
joined the British Army at the instigation
of the Home rule Party for the 1914 affair.
In 1939, the 26 County Irish state, having
just freed itself from British occupation
by getting its ports back in 1938, decided
not to make itself available to Britain for
the War. (That is what neutrality meant.



that meant that it could only function by off the socialist revolution, which th
aggravating communal antagonism. After Officials were on the verge of launchir
almost fifty years that antagonism led to ain the South. It was gibberish. The or
Unionist pogrom against nationalist areas, evidence of money paid to the IRA is th
which was responded to by a nationalistit was paid to the Official IRA. Elemen
insurrection. of that IRA went through various met
Jack Lynch played a mischievous part morphoses and ended up in the leader
by making an inflammatory speech in of the Labour Party, which is now
mid-August 1969 in which he apparently government in Dublin. The Unionis
threatened/promised military action, and only say now what they said then. A
theninstituting criminal prosecutions nine they keep silent as their Coalition partr
months later against people who only rejects it.
obeyed his instructions. But Lynch's *
erratic conduct, deplorable though itwas,  Anther Stickie initiative in the news
was not what caused the course of eventshe private recordings made by Pro
in the North. The British government dissidents fed up with the ending of t
was, and remains, the responsible body inwar, spilling the dirt on their forme
the North. It decided in 1921 to governit colleagues in order to discredit the
by means of sectarian sub--government inThese recordings, made under aguara

& Once upon a time the EU Presidency
g was significant—when the EU itself was
ly significant. The most successful Irish
at Presidency was presided over by Haughey
s in 1990. It sanctioned the unification of
b- Germany when Haughey outmanoeuvred
Shind nullified Thatcher's objections to this
n development. That was the last piece of
s Irish statesmanship and established the
nd State's credentials as a genuine player
er among the states of Europe. It also ensured
the later transfer of funds that helped fuel
the Celtic Tiger era.
S (Speaking of Haughey, | assume that,
vo when the Government tries to limit the
he benefits of the free travel for pensioners
r which he introduced, they and those who
m. only see him as corruption incarnate, will
hteencourage all the beneficiaries of the

party-politics, but the main body of legis- that they would not be released until the scheme to take the opportunity to liberate

lation affecting the North was always death of the person makingit, were lodg
enacted at Westminster. in Boston College (USA). It is said th
Today the devolved government hasthe recordings were organised by Lg
no sovereign power of state any more thanBew of the Official IRA. The only sensib
the old Stormont had. Its budget is theway of regarding Lord Bew for man
British budget. Itis given a sum of money years past is as a member ofrbgimein
to share out. The size of the sum is notthe North—the Whitehall regime of th
decided by Sinn Fein. What the Provos Northern Ireland Office, thatis. The NI
have done is change the face of devolvechas gone to court in the USA demand

edthemselves from his baleful attempt to
ht corrupt them by agreeing to limit and
rd ideally to purify themselves by abolishing
e this venal scheme!)

’ This Irish Presidency will be essentially
e a pointless Presidency, despite all the
D associated hype. Participants will be
nglooking over their shoulders at what

politics by ending majority rule and over- that the tapes be made available to th

bmhappens elsewhere—among those states

riding the numerical minority status of te
nationalist community by means of institj-

tional arrangements. If one wants to qall A Pointless presidency
those arrangement$ectarian—as continued

Martin has done—they at least create|an_. . i
equalising of the sectarian balance inwh ChFlnance Ministers who appearedtodiss
the position of the Catholic community s
greatly improved.

Gerry Adams pointed out that Martin
might be taken more seriouslij he sup-
ported the efforts to get fiscal powers
transferred to the North's Executive...
if Fianna Fail organised in the North
they have frequently pledged to do (IT
26.10.12)

The economic basis for the presgn

settlement in the North is slight. Repu " that arises from th ful ref d
lican elements that condemn the ending of ' af'Ses irom the successiul reteren

the war as treason are trying to unse tIethat agreedthe |nt.er-GovernmentaI Fis
Pact that deals with the Euro.

it—and are given access to the British That ided f deali
media in their efforts. And Martin echogs at provided a new means of deall

them. He seems to know no other way{ of

lem. But he should not be surprised. Y

with the Euro. It is no wonder therefo
that dissension arises from their decisio

from the June 29th Council meeting that
promised to alleviate Ireland's debt prob-

can't guarantee full solidarity among EU
Member States on Euro issues becau
the EU Council, like other EU structures
are NOT now the structures for dealing

tKenny should wake up and realise the
consequences and the follow-up necessar

that are dealing with the Euro issues. By
contrast the EU states will not the masters
of their own destiny.

Events in the EU will be a sideshow and
it is absurd to see practically the whole
tGovernmenttraipsing overto consult with
EU representatives about an agenda that
none of them will be able to determine.
That ability lies with the states of the
Fiscal Pact—and the major states within
S%hat. The Presidency will only be important
' insofar asitrelates to developments result-
ing from the inter-Governmental agree-
ment between these states. The Presidency
itself, like the proverbial King, has no
clothes but nobody wants to say so as that
Yvould mean a denuding of countless
U"I]EUophiIes and an exposure of their
ca phantom role at the 'centre of Europe'. All

the hype and PR work cannot hide that
N9 fact

en

ou

re
ns.

with the Euro. It created a task-specific

competing with Sinn Fein in the South
than by trying to upset the apple-cartin the

North.

*

means of doing so—an inter-Governmental  The Irish Presidency could be historic
means of doing so. The existing EU struc-if it made this new reality crystal clear.

tures have proved themselves unable toThis could easily be done. This could be a
cope with the current issues of the bank-unique and historic Presidency if Kenny
ing and Euro crises and anyone who still and the Government gave top priority to a

The Unionist demand for an apology believes in these structures for dealingspecific meeting of the Eurozone and

from the Dublin Government for creatir
the Provo IRA does no more than rep
the nonsense published by the Offic

g with a problem that they have clearly Fiscal Pact states to deal with Euro issues
batfailed to deal withis living in cloud cuckoo and treated the EU Council as a quite
al land. It may be uncomfortable for politi- separate, secondary animal which, in any

IRA about forty years ago—that Fianfa cians to leave the comfort zone of the EU case, it is legally. This would cut to the

Fail financed the Provos and encourag
"sectarian"war in the North in order tq

edstructures and all the mantras that arechase and could set a clear pattern for the
trotted out but if they persist with their future. It would concentrate minds on the

split the Republican movement and wa

rd denial they are being delusional. Euro and theagreedmeans of dealing



with it. This would be revolutionary—

°i Dublin Fascists
v And British Legion Remembrance

which in many cases is simply doing wh
is obviously necessary. Butnowhere in
the hype is anything like this possibili
alluded to.

If such a clear distinction was made
would help prevent the pass-the-par
approach that dominates at the mom
between the Commission, the Coun
Germany,ad hoc groups of states o
Finance Ministers, the European Cen
Bank, etc. The Government should
banging the Fiscal Compact drum, not

and will only produce bum notes on t
Finance Ministers have proved.

Any further EU Treaty changes a
beside the point. What is needed

referendum or otherwise are concrgte
agreed developments of the intgr-
Governmental Fiscal Pact, like the banking

union, and not grandstanding, or grandi

choice to be made and the sooner
better.

But Kenny seriously undermined h
case for doing anything like this ar

promoting solidarity among Eurozorje

states when the Government decided
opt out of the common tax on financi

transactions among 11 Euro states, agie
on 9th October. The case for this opt-Qut

is pathetic at every level. It could aff

jobs in the financial services! Oh der

how many jobs have been lost to
economy by the antics of these sa

financial services here and elsewhefe
And how many jobs could be secured oy

a properly regulated and properly ta
financial sector? These same service
i.e. largely banks have had millions pou

into them by states—are delicate solils
that cannot be asked to pay a tax on the

services. This tax is an example of
kind of thing that is inherent in the Fisc
Pact if it is to succeed. Thankfully, th
major Eurozone states realise this.

Such behaviour by Kenny and the

Cel in the late 1920s. The Irish Branch of the
eNt British Fascisti had been inspired by the

.

ra
}36 play a particularly provocative role during

he
EU drum. The former drum is tuned fo

deal with the Euro but the EU drum is ot

_ _ _ '€ Another Day, O'Donnell recalled his efforts
issue, as the intervention by the thiee

e
b IRA documents of the late 1920's,

palaver about new EU Treaties. This i;athe IRA as a body in the land annuity

h eagitation, other influences dragged it left-

D

9
)

of the crowd struck up the British national
anthem and broke out in a flutter of Union
Jacks. The organised basis for this outburst
was the British Fascisti with headquarters
at York Street. Trinity College students
rallied to them, partly—but only partly—

in the spirit of a rag. A great brawl swept
across College Green and into O'Connell
Street.

The IRA was anxious that the British
Fascisti should be deprived of the power
for mischief. By themselves this Fascist
group meant little; their power for harm
derived largely from the forces they drew
around them by brawling. The remedy for

If anybody is ever tempted to examine . . 4
30 andit all was to shift the Armistice meeting

'31, he could easily make the mistakefrom ColIegeGreen.Iforgetnowhowthis_
certain other people made at the time—COré was passed on to me or whether, in
suspect me of a lot more influence than 11Ct: | t00K it on myself: | think that

enjoyed... But while | failed to involve Uniikely. Anyway | met (the British
Se Legion's) General Sir William Hickey to

discuss the matter with him, and Hickey
agreed it would be well to find another
venue. During our chat | was amused to
find that General Hickey looked on himself

_ {Editorial note: Peadar O'Donnell became
It Editor of the IRA newspaper An Phoblacht

il, Italian dictator Mussolini and was formed
by Irish veterans of the British Army's
| Imperialist War. These Fascists were to
the British Legion's Remembrance
Services in Dublin each November 11th—
Armistice Day. In the following excerpt
from his 1963 memoirs, There Will Be

to tackle the British Legion's
Fascist problem.}

wards. The world economic crisis was
s making itself felt, both in the city and the
d countryside, and emigration was no longer X .
the answer to unemployment. Wealthy @S & bit of a patriot, and that he was
America was broke and strong men were€ncouraged in this view by a sense of

toon the breadline there. Unemploymentgrievance against the British War Office,

as rife in Britain. IRA men, out of work and especially Field Marshal Henry

e¥\cl)r the first time, found themselves at the ViISon. Asthe evening mellowed I encour-
labour exchanges and they did not like it 2896d Hickey in his grievance. | invited
They had but to rid [sic] their throats in MM 0 picture himself as an Irish hero,
' anger to have leadership thrust on themSOMeéwhat in the pattern of Eoghan Roe
Theirinfluence broughtemployed workers © Neill, only a lot more favourably
?onto the street when the unemployedcwcumstanced,W|th his fifty thousand ex-

marched. There were occasions when th@oldiers he could free Ireland. It was all
O/C Dublin Brigade, watching such greatfun and | wrote a speech Sir William

demonstrations go by, could only look on was to make at the next Armistice rally

Ethe marching throng as a projection from and it is a great pity if he was not moved

his own command, so completely was it to fi_Ie it away sqmewhere, when he came
:staffed by his junior officers. These same ©N It next moming. It was a good speech.
forces gathered for anti-imperialistrallies, Peadar O'Donnell
of which Frank Ryan was the populgr

leader; Frank was a gifted public spea e.NORTH WAZIRISTAN... NOT MANY DEAD
and abonnie agitator. He won internatiopalf you can't get them leave the stones red-
fame as an anti-Fascist fighter in theEvery day is bugsplat day, kill-list day.
International Brigade during the Spani nPon'ttalk human, talk insect, it's child's play.

€ hot.

Government, if it continues, will ensufe Civil War Talk bluebottle as that granny is swat.
that Ireland will make itself tangential 1o ar. . . Talk machine as that house is blown to Qjits,
Eurozone developments undertheillusfon | Nereéwas no political face to this mass egetable when turnip heads explode.
that it will be better off by making itself i U"T€St Leaders, slogans, demonstratigns;ajk hover-fly, five thousand feet to gogd,

dependency of the City of London. Ar
Irish EUophile should choke on the wor
"being at the centre of Europeiter this.

This Presidencywill be pointless
because this Government will no long
be taken seriously as player in Europe
those that matter. Any rhetoric to th
contrary will just be nauseating hypocrig

Jack Lane

y
s

er Armistice celebration at College Gregn

Y. respect. No conflict stirred until, at the

commemorations gave it marks of identi-sotto-voce when you drive them out of th
fication, but it was a great lurch leftwardls  wits.

on no definite terms. Frank Ryan led theTwenty-four hours they watch the commun
demonstrations against the Union-Jgdckio wedding parties, no funerals, no sch

devotees that came out of hiding for themissing that photo-opportunity.
Nintendo-operators wait and drool
ewith White House and Whitehall immunit
hto kill and kill and kill, the only rule.

eir

ty,
Do,

byon 11th November. As amemorial servi
€ the Armistice ceremony was treated wi

Wilson John Haire
29th September, 201

end of the two minutes silence, a section 2
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(Editor of The Irish Times1986-2002) two people could in good faith interpret
has never satisfactorily explained why his the same meeting so differently. And
newspaper failed to publish thevhite  Ainsworth makes it very clear thatit is not
nigger letter'when it was made available justa question of his word against Kirby's.
in the British Public Records Office in Elsewhere in the article he throws down

Shorts

from

the Long Fellow

THE RIC COMMEMORATION

What s the point of history? That is the
guestion that arises from the RIC com-
memoration last August. It might be
thought that the purpose of history is to
explain why'we are where we areb use

December 1999. His successor, Geraldinghe gauntlet td'he Irish Times

Kennedy, conducted along interview over
three evenings with Major Thomas Mc
Dowell as part of its 150th anniversary
celebrations in 2009 e Phoenix25.9.12.
ButThe Irish Timesaw fit not to publish
it even after McDowell had died.

It might be thought that the newspaper

would be on safe ground covering the

short-lived Haughey Government of 1982.

a current cliché. In most countries the This was the era of GUBU (Grotesque,

present ("where we are'
a bad place and accordingly the national
heroes of the past are commemorated.
In this country, long before the current
economic crisis, a large swathe of Estab-

lishment opinion became embarrassed

with the present and therefore history
became problematic.'livhere we are" is

not a good place to be, the events WhichW

caused the present must be denigrated.
Whatis calledrevisionism'is notare-
interpretation of history, but rather an

expression of regret that the past was not

different to what it was. In present day

France there may be people who regretthe

demise of théMilice, but they are on the
outer reaches of the political fringe. Their
sentiments do not find their way into a
mainstream newspaper.

Former Editor oT he Irish Time€onor
Brady had an article in that newspaper
(24.8.12) welcoming the commemoration
of the Royal Irish Constabulary planned
for the following weekend. His thesis was

thatthe Garda Siochanawas a continuation

of the RIC and that it wasn't—the murder
of Cork Lord Mayor Tomas MacCurtain
notwithstanding—as bad as is made out.
No mention of Bloody Sunday 1920!
Brady starts off his article tentatively
enough. Apparently the old RIC symbol

(the heart and the crown) is somewhere af’

the back of a staircase in the Officers Club
ofthe Garda Depot. However, inthe course
of his article he has the following
remarkable statement:

"Contrary to the common belief that
the early Garda Siochana was heavily
populated with former RIC members,
just 13 men transferred to the new force."

By any standards that constitutes a
revolutionary change in personnel. So
much for continuity! Like so much of
revisionist thought it is nothing more than
wishful thinking.

GuBU
The Irish Timesf course, has problems
with more recent history. Conor Brady

"The notion that | would assist sub-
versives by inaction is grotesque,
shocking and an insult to my character.
There were others atthe meeting. Clearly,
they were not interviewed prior to
publication. The recollections of those
present who are still alive should now be
sought and reported by your paper"

BRITISH INTELLIGENCE
One of the scandals of 1982 was the so

)is notconsidered ;nqlievaple, Bizarre, Unprecedented) called Dowra affair. Awitness who was to

the newspaper assured us (29.9.12). Theppear in an assault case in Cavan was
article featured an interview with retired arrested by the RUC in the North on the
civil servant Jim Kirby, who headed the morning of the Trial. As a consequence
security section in the Department of the prosecution case against Thomas

Justice.

Nangle, the brother-in-law of Sean

Inthe article Kirby describes a meeting Doherty, the Minister for Justice,

(Assistant Garda Commissioner):

Charles Haughey called in July 1982, collapsed. The implication was that
hich was addressed by Joe AinsworthDoherty had perverted the legal process
by using his influence over the Gardai,

"It was an extraordinary meeting in who in turn somehow influenced the RUC

in relation to terrorists. Haughey ordered
that no notes were to be taken, which was
very unusual for a meeting like that.
Indeed, on a number of occasions he
directed one of the people present to stop
writing when he appeared to be taking
notes.

"The nub of itwas that Haughey wasn't
going to operate the Criminal Law
Jurisdiction Act (passed by the previous
Fine Gael-Laobur government as a
compromise to the extradition of IRA
activists). This was the law of the land,

which Ainsworth indicated that the law to ensure the key witness would not turn
of the land was not going to be operatedup at the trial.

Ainsworth offers another plausible

interpretation:

"There are alternative views about the
arrest including one that it was part of a
British intelligence operation. In any
event, |l was never involved in perverting,
or attempting to pervert the course of
justice and to imply that | was, however
veiled, is a grotesque insult to my
character.”

He then refers to foreign (i.e. British)

and this was a vital piece of legislation in infiltration of the Garda:

dealing with terrorism—and you know it

wasn'tgoing to happen. There were gasps
around the place. | could see some of the
others' faces. We were all mesmerised.”

The Irish Timedelt it necessary to
llow Ainsworth aright of reply1(.10.12.
On the question of the meeting Ains-

worth had this to say:

"...the meeting was designed to further
curtail subversion, not assist it through
inaction.

"Atno time did | say that the law would
not be enforced against subversives and
nobody atthe meeting uttered such words,
including the taoiseach. Neither was this
implied in any way. The commissioner
of the Garda Siochana, along with the
senior diplomats, the attorney general
and the minister for justice were also

"No doubt other people have come to
the same strange conclusion as Mr Kirby
about Dowra. Yet | cannot really blame
them for | know they were the victim of
dark forces operating from the shadows
who were pumping out carefully tailored
propaganda. The smears they disseminat-
ed about me were obviously a great
success.

"l have a very good idea exactly who
was leaking disinformation from inside
the Garda to the media. Of interest, all of
them had worked closely, perhaps too
closely, with foreign services prior to
this. The deceivers were prone to telling
people that their phones were tapped,
when they weren't."

BrADY BLUSTER
Conor Brady was on hand to respond to

present. Does Mr Kirby mean to convey Ainsworth’s robust reply

that they sat there mute as | made such an

astounding and treacherous statement?"

This comes close to accusing Kirby of
being a liar, since it is difficult to see how

Early in his article Brady says:

"The former deputy commissioner is
now advanced in years. He served the
State over along career and he is entitled,



But whatever about the details, it
important that we do not lose sight of t
central facts of what happenedThg
Irish Times 13.10.12).

S
e

of course, to seek to defend his recold.

What is the purpose of saying that
Ainsworth is"advanced in year®'ls not
Kirby also "advanced in year®' But
Brady's sly implication cannot hide the
weakness of he Irish Timeposition. His
"whatever about the detailstomment

shows that he does not want to go ifto

details. Ainsworth challenget@he Irish
Timego publish the recollections of othe[s

presentatthe July 1982 meeting. If Brady's

response is anything to go by the

newspaper has no intention of taking pp

that challenge.
Later on Brady rather limply says:

"Some differences of recollection a

e
only to be expected when two men, ong a
a

former senior civil servant, the other

former senior garda, seek to recall evepts

of 30 years ago."

But the differences are of such|a
magnitude that—in the Long Fellow|s

view—they cannot be explained away jas

"differences of recollection"either
Ainsworthis lying or Kirby is lying. Brady

seems unable to make a full-bloodgd

defence of Kirby.
The remainder of Brady's article |s

How Capitalism Works In Blarney

“The price-tag on Blarney Golf Resort it was built. Dan found that he could again
has been slashed to one tenth of its originahame his price to buy back his fields from
building cost—s0 now you can snapitup 5 geyeloper/bank anxious to sell. He had

for a mere€3.9 million. For that, you'lll . . L
notonly getthe only golf course in Europe his fields and his millions but only gotreal

designed by US golfer John Daly and theSatisfaction from the former. | _
adjacent 61-bed hotel, there's also eight, | @am sure Dan, or some friend of his,
two-bed rental lodges and 168 acres ofmight suggest that he use some of his
land. Meanwhile, the hotel includes a small change to snap up the golf resort
bridal suite, bar, restaurant, conferencepargain. Even if every building on it fell
and banqueting suites, a spa and healtly, and every green and hole dis-

club with 20m pool. Built in 2004 at a .
cost ofe40m, four months ago the price appeargd, D_an would be h‘.”‘ppy with the
green fields in a great location.

tag for the luxury resort wag’/m but,
with no offers coming, the receiver, Billy
O'Riordan of PricewaterhouseCoopers, Blarney itself is a marvel—if not a
instructed auctioneers CBRE to further miracle. Its mostwell known and lucrative
slash the asking price. While the auc-pysiness is based on a ridiculous ritual,
tioneers hope to sell the entire Complex'nkissing the Blamey Stone. Every year, as

one lot they are also prepared to talk to
bidders interested in sections of it. Paulreported above, hundreds of thousands of

Collins of CBRE said they would likely quite normal people come there in coach-
seek formal bids by the end of October orloads from all over the world to participate
early November. “We will then assess in this. Some, from America, spend their
the bids and, hopefully, there will be a life savingstojoinin. It's a secular pilgrim-
clear winner”, Mr Collins said. The age something like aHajjwithout Moham-

auctioneers believe the resort is well o pi ; ;

X - "mad. This ritual and its accompanying
locatedto cash in onthe 400,000+ tourists_ ..~ . . :
to Blarney every year" (The Corkman, notion is Blarney's great commodity, even

October 04, 2012) more valuable than Dan's farm ever was.
It confirms the concept in Marx's famous

This is a tale of our imes—and of the OPening lines of Capital:
"The wealth of those societies in which

the capitalist mode of production prevails,

with Ainsworth’s points butjustre-assefts || give rise to a 'recovery'. Capitalism

some off he Irish Timedbng-held beliefs.
Here is what Brady thinks of Ainsworth
views on the Dowra affair.

"... he {i.e. Ainsworth—LF} implies

that the so-called “Dowra affair” ma
have been the product of a Britigh

n

intelligence operation. This goes beyopd

the most vivid flights of the imaginatior].
"Aman due in court to give evidence |n

an assault case was improperly lockedlup
by the RUC at the request of the Garda Vidual close by who has the money to do

works with booms and slumps. That is its
nature. The current slump will lay the
basis for another boom. This hotel will be
bought for a song. Whoever does so will

make a fortune or at least they cannot

possibly lose. And there will surely be an
individual or group of individuals who
can raise the money to buy it.

And there may well be such an indi-

presents itself as “an immense accumul-
ation of commodities”, its unit being a
single commodity. Our investigation must
therefore begin with the analysis of a
commodity. A commodity is, in the first
place, an object outside us, a thing that by
its properties satisfies human wants of
some sort or another. The nature of such
wants, whether, for instance, they spring
from the stomach or from fancy, makes
no difference. Neither are we here
concerned to know how the object

Siochana. The accused, himself a gafda,so thanks to the boom. Once upon a time,

was a brother-in-law of the minister fQr circa 2007, there were grand plans final- -
justice, Sean Doherty. This had aboutlas jsed to build a new village at Blarmey, a  1he bemused citizens of Blarney are

vrCiE:r?Thtg Sf ;’c‘)’irtlhos&t;h intelligence a5 gtone's throw from this hotel. It was to beCetainly not very concerned with how
g y. called "Stoneville" because, if your sight this nonsense satisfies whatever wants it

was good enough, you could have viewedfoes for the hordes gf visitors.but they are
the Blamney Stone from there. Geddit?Very happy about it all as it certainly
The local railway station was to be re- Satisfies a lot of their pockets.
atopened and every facility that makes a Blamey is in the diocese of Cloyne. |
all a "flight of the imagination" Jack| village was to be built. sometimes wonder if one of its former
Lynch felt it necessary to sack Garfla A local former—let's call him Dan— Bishops, Berkeley, visited the place and
Commissioner Edmund Garvey in 1978. owned the land earmarked for this. At 290t the idea there that the world is really
Brady seems to have something of a certain point Dan could name his price for@ll in the mind. It would certainly make
blind spot on the question of British his land and, though reluctant, found itYoU wonder that it might be so.
Intelligence in Ireland. He has never fel{it impossible to resist selling—probably for Jack Lane
necessary to comment on the wejl- atleast a million per acre. He rented bgck
documented links with British Intelligen his fields while plans were progressing.
of his former boss_. Major McDoweII._I Then the banking crisis and the slump https://www.atholbooks-
would be interesting to hear Joe Ains- arrived and "Stoneview" disappeared frqm sales org
worth's views on this matter! view. It became a deserted village bef :

satisfies these wants...."

Why does this gdbeyond the mos
vivid flights of the imaginatior?' British
Intelligence infiltration of the highe
echelons of the Garda Siochana is n

On-line sales of publications:

=
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The Economic Debate those companies could be persuaded to
remain in Ireland.
It's amazing how policies devised in
. . . splendid isolation seem so 'simple’ and in
Political Engagement or Utopianism? the working class interest, but when
subjected to scrutiny by the real working
The most striking feature of Joe free movement of services and capital areclass in the ‘here and now'—as distinct
Keenan'sSocialism: Utopian or In- quoted, but none of the articles which arefrom an abstract idealisation of it—they
coherentin the Octoberrish Political ~ featured refer to labour flexibility. become far less 'simple’.
Reviewis the complete lack of engagement  There are two thoughts that arise from  Remember, no one in Dublin West—
with the actual politics and political this. Firstly, we are given an analysis of includingthe Socialist Party—was disput-
conflict in the country, a feature also the free market orientation of Europe ing the question of the free movement of
evident in hisCertain Immutable Econ- without once mentioning the Common capitalper se The issue was the tax rate
omic Lawsn the September issue. There Agricultural Policy and the European onmultinationals and whether anincrease
is nothing about the conflicts over econ- Social Fund. The CAP enabled Irish would discourage foreign capital from
omic direction or social policy choices farmerstohave adecentstandard ofliving.staying in Dublin West. The Socialist
that dominate Irish politics; about Social The price supports meant that they wereParty suddenly decided that it was after all
Partnership as it currently exists or hasnolonger dependentonthe British market.not in favour of increasing the tax rate.
developed; conflicts over relations with Irish agriculture continues to receive about When it said that other countries had a
Europe etc. This is all regarded as ir- 1.6 billion euros through the CAP. In the 35% corporate tax rate in its literature, it
relevant because, as it was put it in theearly 1990s Ireland received billions in was just giving a description of the world,
September article: structural funds, partly as a result of the which had no political import! But too
"...the integrity and independence of political skills of Charles Haughey, which late! The left leaning voters of Dublin
the Irish State must be restored; nothelped the country emerge from the West couldn't quite stomach transferring
defended, for at present, neither exists inrecession of the early 1980s and was a keyheir allegiances to Fianna Fail, but they
any fit fashion that it might be defended factorin 15 years of unprecedented growth. were not going to elect the Socialist Party
atall; but rebuilt, tended to and restored. g i b <o on market elements are simplycandidate. The successful Labour Party

In pursuit of that then is the absolute . .
req?:irement for government to be re- ignored. candidate may not have been much good,

established on the understandings and but at least he was not likely to cause
the agreements of a new social partner- The second thought that arises from harm.
ship...SIPTU may very well be the last Joe's analysis is: which parts of the Thisis notto say thatanincrease inthe
surviving institution of the independent provisions quoted does he oppose? Doed2.5% should be opposed in all
Irish State that Connolly formulated and he wish to abolish the market? To take thecircumstances. In my view the Irish State
de Valera founded. most controversial provision, is he againstshould consider negotiating it with our
Anything that actually exists or has a the free movement of capital? European partners (whowant us toincrease
relationship to the existing State cannotbe  The Irish economy has benefited not it) as part of an overall package of fiscal
defended. We must start again. He goesonly from free movement of capital within and tax harmonisation. It would be very
on to glory in the epithétUtopian" in  the EU but movement of capital from foolish to just throw away the bargaining

relation to his position. outside it. A large part of the productive chip of the 12.5% rate without counter-
In his second reply he continues as heeconomic activity in this country is from Vvailing measures to ensure existing jobs
started or, in his own words: foreign multinationals. There are about are preserved. But the Socialist Party had

"...hymning Sancta Simplicitas, 100,000 direct jobs and at least an equaketits heartagainstthe evils of Europe and
singing the praises of Holy Simplicity". number of other indirect jobs generated therefore could not propose engagement
from companies owned by foreign capital. in such negotiations. And so the 12.5%

We are then asked to meditate on the T .
. i - - rate must remain.

Shaker hymn that is the centrepiece ofMUCh of thls is high-end world cIass_
manufacturing, such as the Intel plant in

Aaron Copeland'#ppalachian Spring L eixlip. What does the Irish working class

Perhaps we should all praise the Lord and_ . . .
?
repent our dialectical ways! think of this? There is no doubt what it

thinks. Not only is it in favour of the
State's policy of attracting foreign capital

While politics may not always be clear
(or simple) there can be no doubt—at the
very minimum—that it is in the interests
of the Irish working class to have a func-

Most of the remainder of the second ; . Lo ) tioning state. The substantial legacy of
reply is taken up by texts. These are not'M© th|§ country, bUt Itis against any Connolly is his programme for building a
holy texts, but the opposite. It seems that'@MPering W't.h existing .poI!C|es which national state outside the British Empire,
the founding documents of the Europeanmlght undermine that objective. linked to the advanced states of Europe,
project show that it was flawed from its  Atlastyear's Dublin West By-Election Whichwould give the Irish working class—
conception, and that Original Sin is the matter was puttothe test. The Socialiswhat Pat Murphy described as—a
identified as Article 3 (f) of the original Party was within touching distance of a "proprietorial interest"in that state. The
Treaty of Rome committing tdthe  spectacular victory when the Fianna Fail interests of the working class are served
institution of a system ensuring that candidate pointed out to workers in the by maximising its power to influence the
competition in the common market is not many multinational companies in that shaping of the state.
distorted". constituency that the Socialist Party was A functioning state, to be sovereign in

But worse was to follow! Itis claimed in favour of the Utopian policy of theworldasitexists, mustatthe very least
that in 1986 free movement of capital and increasing the 12.5% Corporation Tax be able to pay its way in the world. That
services as well as labour flexibility were rate {to an arbitrarily punitive level}with- ~does not mean that it should never run a
considered. Treaty articles committing to out a convincing argument as to how deficit. But, if itis to run a deficit, it must



be able to obtain credit. Some States mayit began the process of fiscal adjustmentfor the small progress it has made.

have greater room for manoeuvre thanearly inthe crisis. International comment-  b) the Troika has dissociated itself from
others. But even the United States—aatorsdescribed usasobtainifigstmover calls to end the Croke Park Agreement
country with the most powerful army in advantage! It is likely that we would because it sees Social Partnership as an
the world and a world currency at her have emerged from the crisis if it were not effective and socially balanced approach
disposal-—comes up against the limits for the fact that, unlike in the 1980s, the to tackling economic problems. This has
imposed by economics. We could have aeconomic crisis was not just domestic. It puta stop to some of the right wignday
long, tedious and pointless discussioncould be said that the policies pursued bylndependent-inspired hawks within the
aboutthe precise form of words to describeFianna Fail ‘failed' because we had to goGovernment.

that reality, but the reality will not change. cap in hand to the Troika, but as aresultof c¢) The Governmenthas beendragging
Denying that reality or retreating to a land those policies the Irish State's relationshipits heels on eliminating restrictive practices
called Utopia will not change that reality. with the Troika is completely differentto within the professions as recommended
Onthe contrary, such an approach disableshat of Greece. Most of the groundwork by the Troika.

effective political action. had already been done.

Ireland was a functioning state and The allegation is thalrish Political The EEC or EC or EU is a haphazard
continues to be a functioning state. How- Reviewdefended the Troika. It did not. It development. Up until about 1990 the
ever, it came under the illusion that it neither supported nor opposed it. But it Irish Political Reviewand its predecessor
could have the tax system of Texas and theaccepted it as a reality. The Irish Statemagazine was unambiguously pro-
Social System of Sweden and pay itscannot obtain sufficient credit elsewhere. Europe. But, to paraphrase Keynes: when
public servants in excess of her GermanBut this does not mean that there is nocircumstances change policy mustchange.
counterparts. Everything happening in the alternative to the Troika. There is always The expansion of the EU eastwards
world from 1990 seemed to offer a an alternative. But | don't believe it is in following the collapse of the Soviet bloc
justification for such a belief. the working class interest. It was spelled had undermined political integration; the

The illusion was a common one in the out by Cormac Lucey (ex advisor to Unionwas in danger of becoming nothing
globalist world following the collapse of Michael McDowell) in theSunday more than afree trade area. There are two
Soviet communism. Globalisation, it was Business Postluring the Fiscal Treaty important factors, which have changed in
believed, had ended the capitalist cycle ofdebate. He argued for exit from the euro.recent years. Firstly, Russia has demon-
boom-and-bust; had ushered in a halfSince we could notobtain credit elsewhere,strated that she is a functioning state after
century of endless expansionary growth;this would involve animmediate balancing the disastrous Yeltsin years. She puta stop
and financial tools, which had become ofthe books involving a'slash and burn'ofto EU expansion by her decisive inter-
productive forces in their own right, were the public sector followed by a return to vention in South Ossetia. Secondly, the
the key to that growth. Just before the the sterlingzone. Thatis, atleast, afeasibleeconomic crisis has forced on the EU the
crash, a leading Irish economic com- alternative. The left wing view does not necessity of greater political integration.
mentator—Marc Coleman—published a take account of that reality. This integration is around the euro zone
book entitledThe Best Is Yet To Come. The Irish Political Reviewhas made countries. Indeed, existing EU institutions
Large sections of the population, including two points regarding the Troika. Firstly, have been by-passed as Germany takes a
ordinary workers and even people onthe Irish Government has far more roomleadership position. The fact is that
welfare, became property owners, letting for manoeuvre thanitis admitting. Nothing "England", which Joe says waSdeterm-
and sub-letting properties to migrant that Joe has quoted from the IMF hasining factor", has been sidelined. The
workers and using the proceeds to fundchanged this fact. In particular, the extractIrish Political Reviewshould be prepared
levels of consumption that soon bore noon the minimum wage does not suggestto engage with these new developments.
relation to the actual level of productionin that the Irish State is being dictated to.
the country. It is estimated that, of the  Secondly, the editorial pointed out that CONCLUSION
"distressed mortgagesinder discussion there are a number of areas where the The Irish Political Reviewshould
atthe moment, nearly aquarter of amillion Troika's policies are in the working class completely reject Joe's position, which is
were "buy-to-let" loans. A Teachers' Union interest. Joe presents the IMF report in aUtopian and apolitical. It is an attitude of
leader (Senator Joe O'Toole) describedsimilar disengaged, detached fashion thatmind devoid of all political substance. Its
the process agreed in the early 2000s fohe presented the articles of the EU Treatieseffect would be to bring about political
deciding public sector pay as 8ATM  Whatforexampleis his opinion on keeping disengagement or quiet contemplation of
machine’ the PRSI [social insurance] rate at thethe injustices of the world. The Shaker

All of this was financed by international lowest rate for the low paid beyond 20137 hymn cited is a hymn of renunciation,
credit. David McWilliams explained to How could that not be in the interest of the which is completely at variance with the
the Irish people how an unjustifiable level low paid? Texts are interesting in so far asbest instincts of the Irish working class.
of consumption financed by credit was they go, but what effect have they in the The political consequences of such a
devouring the savings of German and cut and thrust of political conflict? 1would position are disengagement from Europe
French workers. suggest three issues of public controversyand a return to the British sphere of
inwhich | believe the Troika's policies are influence.
in the interests of the working class and John Martin
have been resisted by the Governmenf.

When the credit was tightened the
illusion was shattered. The Irish State has
an institutional memory (in economic
matters at least). It remembered how its a) the Troika is suggesting a far higher
recession of the early 1980s had beerrate of property tax than the Governmgnt_ The Athol Books site now features a Notice
prolonged because it failed to deal with is willing to countenance. Indeed Fire%?%rgoﬁiwg'gceﬁideé%i‘f invited to feathre
the crisis at an early stage. In 2008 it did Gael would rather not implement any ' '
notmake that mistake again. Unlike Greeceproperty tax; it blames FF and the Troia__http://www.atholbooks.org/notice.php
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laws in such a context. In the busy shoppingseason was over—we had got a good deal.
street of Kalverstreet, we came across aWhat startled us were the many warnings
es ahora * beautiful _Catholic Church called 'De aboutthigves.The reception gave us alist
Papegaai' or "The Parrot"—the "RC of warnings about never leaving any
TRAVELS T0 NoroIC NEIGHBOURS Church of Sts. Peter and Paul". Massesvorkman into our room atalltimes, closing
Ever since Scandinavian literature Were said every day in English and Polishour windows before we left the room,
exploded on the scene with the likes of —and Latin at the weekends. closing our window before we went to
Henning Mankel, Joe Nesbo, and more There was onthe second day animpressleep at night even though we were several
especially Stieg Larsson with the post- SIV€ display of pohce, cars, and vans with storles_ up etc. This was very alarm_lng,
humous publication of the Millennium COMS:, along with swat-like teams with a!l espemally_for those of us Wlth an anxious
Trilogy—interest in these countries has !qnds of gadgets of warfare. The_se all spllts_tate pf mlnd._ After check in, th(_are was a
grown phenomenally. But it's the Swed- into the square and surrounded it and therittle fiasco with the lifts. We tried two
ish Larsson who undoubtedly has the €@me the horses and th_eir riders yvith _aIIv_vith_ no success and so over tq the recep-
biggest reputation. Long before the novels,k'”ds of weaponry hanging off their uni- tionist who told us we had to insert our
there was his tireless journalism againstforms- We were amazed and wonderedro_om c_ard to get the lift to move. Itto_ok us
fascist activism in his native country. His what had caused such an extravagant show little time to know where we had to insert
work againstthe rise of far-right extremism of force? But, even though every one the card as the instructions left a little to be
in Sweden carried substantial risks to hisSPOKe good English, there was justashrugdesired. Finally we were off and this time
life and when he had finished his novels 9inNg of shoulders when we asked aboutit.we were in stitches of laughter. The
and handed them into his publisher, he One thing | will attest to and that is the reception desk was laid out for us ordinary
unfortunately died of a heart-attack. So atPeople of Amsterdam have no equals inguests and then there were the banks of
the beginning of this month himself and | bad manners. Pedestrians, cyclists—allstaff dealing with the monied classes with
decided to travel to Amsterdam, Stock- would try and mow one down and there gold/black Amex cards. We speculated
holm and Oslo on a quick nine day jaunt, WaS never an ap_ology. Cyclis'_[s were sup-that e_lll the security was for them, put ;ti_ll
Schiphol Airport is an international hub posed j[O use their bells at all times but notby this time they had managed to instil in
and we had to travel there and back agairP"ce did they do so. People used to tell maus or rathemethat we should be on our
so we decided to stay over for three nightsthat Parisians were chauvinistic but I haveguard.
and look at Amsterdam while we were at &@ways found themto be polite and helpful. ~ We came downto dinner and had alook
it. What we didn't factor in were the appal- So it was with relief that we left Schiphol aroun_d. Thg décor was cutting edge
ling security measures we were forced to@nd headed for Stockholm, though beforeS\{ved_lsh design. There were alot of pe(_)ple
endure and the time-wasting at airports W€ could get our plane we had to go mingling and | looked at the large notice
that became such a disruption that onethrough a surly security exercise onceboard to see that the ‘Annual Meeting of
sometimes lost the will to live. more. | went to help an elderly gentleman International Funding/Aid Agencies' were
But, after getting the train in to Amster- who had to take off his shoes as he hacdconvening there, so that accounted for the
dam, we walked to our hotel which was €xtreme difficulty doing so and was warn- buzz. | would love to know how much was
right in the centre of the city and | immed- ed in the sternest wdyo keep away" spept by them becaqse they segmed to be
iately nearly got mown down by a tram What do they say about small people andhav_mg a great old t|me._The billing for
which are very silent as they slide along power? And of course we found that the thelr meals ar_1d the drinks were very
their lines so thereafter | had to be extraWhole process of checking in our luggage discreet but | think one can guess who was
vigilant. For the next few days we walked Was mechanised and we.spent ages tr.yingpaying out for. all this hqopla_l. Having
everywhere and enjoyed the sights. Therd0 Workthe _sysFem o_ut, with me muttering looked a}t the prices, and W|th himself now
is a huge ethnic mix in the city and to my that gfterthls pigs WI|| fly before | go near calculatmg between their currency and
surprise the biggest proportion seemed td®" airport ever again. ours (having been much chastened by the

be Arabic. How that translates out into the Srockuory  2Xi-man), we had to cut our cloth accord-
country as awhole I would like tofind out.  we arrived in Stockholm on a Thursday '”thr? our measure. bl ber of
Amsterdam has become grimy, sleazyand had great weather for the duration, eére was an incredibie_ number o

and, of the three capital cities, definitely very cold but dry. Sweden is in the EU but wealthy Arab guests, who were very

the one we won'tvisit again. The so-called not the Euro and Swedish kronas were a-nfriendly to the staff, whereas the many

"drug cafés" or pubs are a huge draw-backpig difficulty. Well actually the prices Japanese were having a ball and taking

as they have drugged out people sittingwere the difficulty, as they were so astro- pictures of everything with their latest

around the pavements with their tattoos, nomical. From the plane we could see thattchnology. I would never have expected

dreadlocks and rings and bars slotted ovetrees here were big business; once we>tockholm to provide me the next day with

their faces in a grim exhibition of maso- |anded all the big firms were well- & unlikely image—that of a completely

chism. Across the canals are the prostituteepresented by signage as we passed by ﬁideséztl;:ilr?gn\?eql(Iar:jtz;]:salg\?vz Ivlllclatg t?éﬁi?]d

markets which, if anything, are even our way into the city. h q d husband. wh
grimmer. People like to stress how liberal  After waiting ages for a bus, we made er vyestertr)l— reis? Lrjls and, w c;vf\:as
allthis is but people—especially women— the fatal mistake of getting a taxi and our\r']v.eﬂrlng a lleauu ul_cas r:‘nere sung) he
trafficking is going on here on a large eyes watered when we had to pay up. "2 est ltalian quality. They were being
scale. There was a museum of torture withjnside the hotel—a bit too late for us by escorted into our hotel by several other
a thin faced dominatrix lolling at the door, then—there were many warnings aboutAraSbs—kEr?baply body-gu;rds..f | G
smoking a fag—which had something to taxis and how they were unregulated. Wethoutor? itso frgmlzuz Zgl%leg asl:gnuesc\lls)gre
do with the absolutely absurd smoking had decided tostayinthefive—starSheratoquar‘ci]ng after atime on the feet. We walked

) Hotel in which—by booking early in the )| gver the old city Gamla Stan, crossed
It Is Time year and then going at a time when highthe huge river and wandered down towards



the harbour. We passed the Royal Palacéis neck. Indeed the snaps from goingthe ship-building industries.

and Royal Apartments and lovely old through different years showed an in- On our first day as we walked up
mediaeval buildings meticulously pre- credibly beautiful woman. She was always towards their Parliament there was some
served. We walked through very narrow celeprating something and he was the oneexcitement on the street ahead. Again
streets with some slight declivity towards taking the pictures so they all were of herthey were loads of police cars, huge
the harbour. But the prices everywhere .0 | congratulated him on her beautyblacked-out bus-size vans, and the police
were mouth-watering. SO there were no .\ o qqed, very satisfied. | asked himhorses. There was enough weaponry to

café or pub pit-stops, and it was with ° . -
pinched pclf’allvgé thaF[) we fin;II)\/Narri\\//v(Iad if they had any children and he threw mewipe out an average country. The horses

back in our hotel. Next day we hit the main by saying that with his first wife he had were ridden by women police and they
shopping drag where all the big stores two and with herthe love of my life"he  had pistols, big sticks, and even bigger
were located including some of the British had another two but they were notreally inwhips. The latter were curled around their
brands. By this time, we had window his life as they were busy living their own. gloved hands many times over and
shopping down to a fine art but got the  In response to my questions aboutcertainly were not for use on the horses.
added bonus—for me—of seeing a shootNorway's oil riches, he told me that recently We took some pictures but always with
where snow was being blown around: andhe had been in hospital and had the best ofhe perspective that we might well be
in which the actors were walking up and everything and then had a four-week recup-asked to desist. Whatever politicians were
down trying to look indifferentto all of us —eration in a spa-like place with its own here—they were getting great protection,
gazing at them. | thought it might have swimming pooland all attendanttherapies.p t from who or what?
been the filming ofWallander' the BBC  He also said he got so much for taxis as he Oslo's statuar Was's ectacular and was
TV series (by Henning Mankel) but saw lived outside the town. All other travel— Y Pe
no sign of Kenneth Branagh or anyone except planes—was free. But he addeonOt of the awful moderms_,t movement,
else | recognised. that the Americans didn't like this as they | Nere was a huge plaza in front of the
By Sunday we were off to the airport thought they were too socialist. | said it harbour where island ferries plied their
again for Oslo but this time the hotel gotus was not their business and he agreedtrade. The weather was sunny and cold.
a fair rate on a taxi as we had learned ounvhen | asked him what kind of Govern- We looked at the Nobel Peace centre and
lesson by then. Stockholm seemed to bement they had, he rather surprised me byall the surrounding buildings were just
closed down for business—even the busysaying that they werébad". | think he  staggeringly cool with light everywhere.
little kiosk in the hotel lobby was closed said that it was a coalition of Labour (or Across the plaza and beyond the
and shuttered off—whether this remained Liberals) and the Greens but they had leftpayjiament buildings was the long straight
for the whole of the day we don‘tknow but everyonéntothe country andthe Norweg- 44 yp to the Palace. Going further the
| wouldn't be surprised if it was. Despite ians felt pushed out—but the good NEWS ,iher way was the Catholic Church with a
the fact that policing was not evidentto us, was that there was an upcoming election_ . y : .
SAPO, the Swedish Security Services with in this November and he hoped that thenotice boam,' saying that Masses were In
the local police were probably all around far-right would getin. For someone of that EN8lish, Polish, Vietnamese and Latin. It
because the amount of wealth was utterlyage it was all rather surprising. It was Was avery lovely intimate church and we
outstanding. Because the taxi landed us inobvious he remembered a different were lighting candles when a young
the wrong terminal of Arlanda Airport— Norway and he said that, for all the oil Dominican priest ran up the steps and
unknown to us at the time, we had to riches, he and lots of people he knewbowed his head and started quietly praying.
trudge well over half an hour through to would rather the old Norway of fishing
the next terminal for departures, where wethan this new one with its influx of ~ There were beggars everywhere and
were again met by a bank of machines andforeigners. Looking out of the plane | saw some graffiti, with a very efficient little
another security search. Most of the |ovely little farms similar to Ireland, and truck going round with some great machin-
machines wouldn'twork andfinally Iwent of course like Sweden and Holland— ery getting rid of the graffiti. What was not
uptoanairline manwho asked me why wewater was everywhere. As we were expected by me was the number of people
were not using the machines. | nearly disembarking from the plane, I gave him o were obviously on drugs or mentally
wept but tried to explain and—just as | a handshake and, though seemingly wealg \yhq were often shouting and around
thought he was having none of it—he and thin, | was surprised at the strength Olwhomone definitely didn't feel safe. When

waved his hand for our one .bag for cargohis, inaHard Rock Café afterwards (remember
luggage and we were throufihally. The This time we got a shuttle bus into town

Swedes like the Dutch are very unfriendly and were at our hotel within a little over 1'e™ 1 the London of the 70s-80s), we
and curt and deal with everyone as thoughnhaif an hour. Oslo is smaller than Stock- Were served by a tattooed man going for a
it is a business transaction. I'd wither on ho|m and therefore gave a more intimatePUnk vibe who asked us where we were
the vine within a week of living in either e But, again, prices were skyrocketing from? This always poses a problem. After
society from sheer lack of interpersonal compared to ours. The food in Oslo wasreplying Ireland, Cork seemed unknown,
contact and chat terrible for a simple reason: they had fine so when he pressed | did mention Cork
OsLo fish but they put in pork to every dish. For and heknew it.But it turned out he was
Oslo is the capital city of Norway, @ Lutherancountry, itwas arather joylessfrom Australiaand knew about Australian
whichis neither in the Euro zone or the EU Sunday as expected. We did pass amosquRules football. He also added that | Had
itself. Its currency is the Norwegian ©N the way in from the airport but it was yery thick accentivhereas others had told
Kronar. On the plane from Stockholm, | OUtt'r': th? mldﬂledof n_gwgelre. As the Tanfme | hada lovely dialect’ | suspected the
was sitting beside an old man who beganl(z)rt]S OE; %?%?en? sald, Dslowas a city o spectre of English or good old Pommie
: . . peoples. Again lots of . o !
talking to me. It was quite plain that he Arabs, but ordinary working ones, and prejud_lce. But that incident couldn't take
was very lonely. He told me he was 85 there was a huge number of Vietnamese!n® shine off me as the day after we were
years and spoke movingly about his wife Roma beggars were everywhere: Polishheading for Schiphol Airport and from
who had died two years previously. He and some other Europeans were visible irthere to our beloved Cork where we landed
told me how beautiful she was and then tothe catering industry. But again in our at 9.30 pm and put back our watches one
my amazement got out a number of snapdhotel the biggest number of visiting dele- hour. Home, home at last, Thank God.
from his little bag which he wore around gations were from Japan and especially Julianne Herlihy ©
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The free market system does not prevent
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE us from Shopping ethica"y’ from buy|ng

fairtrade products, from supporting co-
operatives, from bankrupting the porno-
.- . : raphy and gambling industries. . . Norare
The Spmt Of Capltallsm? ?hege)l/nerel?/ notiongl freedoms. Successful
| read with interest the article on Amintoreidea of minimum meansPerfect. | would (albeit not always well advised) consumer
Fanfani in the lastissue of thish Political ~ agree that capitalism is nothing more thdipycotts and company PR budgets testify to
Review| was surprised at how accurate thethe idea of achieving the maximum possibiB€ inherent power of the consumer.
article was, having long grown resigned toresult with the minimum of means. Itis no The difference between the premodern
the self-satisfied crassness with which Italiarmore than rationality applied to economignd the modern word, let alone this squalid
politics is commonly approached in thesdife. It consists in choosing the most efficiergost-modern world in which we are stranded,
islands. True, | would have preferred a propepath to achievthat which you have chosenis not so much capitalism, which, to repeat,
source reference for Professor CampaniniThe big mistake is to confuse a critique ¢fas a longer existence, but rather secular-
rather than merely his academic title, andvhat is being chosen, with a critique of tHgation and its degeneration. Firstly we have
some people would identify not Fanfani butway in which the choice is implemented"€re freed of institutional constraints which
later Florence mayor La Pira as the author o€apitalism concerns only the second partni‘ﬂdgeOI us t_oward certain ethical preferences,
the first article of the Italian constitution — only ensures that you achieve eﬁicient@]nd- then, mcreasmgly,_ we veered _toward
: 2 e ideathat the immediate, the tangible and
but these.are dgbatable details. whqteve_r economic aim yom_J.h.ave._ If e mere selfish, are all that matters.
Fanfani was indeed a remarkable persorghoice is objectionable, criticise it, not Here professor Max Weber can come

although cryptical manners, occasional lowcapitalism'. back and claim all he wants for his Protest-

cunning, and even a short stature made him antism. Not that Protestantigper sewas
an object of scorn for some. As usual, we must be careful with wordgyng js secular. But the split and the strife

He was successful at a very early age iBy capitalism | mean the economic systeBtought by Protestantism were decisive in
academia. He was a leading fascist intelwe know, based on (largely) unrestrainqﬁscrediting religion itself, and, with it, the
lectual (and a teacher at Milan's School oEconomic initiative. | would agree with thQ,ery notion of an objective ethics that should
Fascist Mystique, which was supposed taeceived wisdom according to which thigyige our actions.
train future generations of Fascist leaders, aystem is preferable to all known others, and\ynhen we criticise ‘capitalism’, we really
sort of Fascist West Point—no wonderl would also argue that this system is in NQiticise a degree of moral decline as mani-
Fanfanl'did nottry to hide his Fascistrecord" way contradictory to Catholic principlesfested through consumer preferences. |
how on earth could he ?). He eventuallyAND YET. Itis also true thahiscapitalism know, and accept, that ideas are not absolute
became one of the two (the other beingn which we live is highly objectionable angyjers, far from it. Technology does affect
Moro) towering figures of Italian democratic behaves in ways which is not compatibigqg behaviour (but not moral principles in
politics—from the late ‘fifties to the mid- with Catholic principles. This is saying N@hemselves, | would say). Without the pill
seventies. He held high office also in latermore than human freedom in itself is Ng{nd household appliances, the socially
years, but after his failure in the divorceharmful —itis our highest attribute—and i&ccepted sexual morality and female beha-
referendum of 1974 he became just one db certainly not in itself incompatible withyjour would be very different from what
the revolving characters of the ChristianCatholicism, but can be exercised in objeqhey are today. | also know and accept the
Democrat scene. He was even a painter ébnable manners. idea that a lot of generosity exists in our
supposedly much more thatfilettante At the heart of the models of capitalistygjeties. It is not all doom and gloom. It

standing. economies, as self understood and Semains that the social ills we see and resent

explained by free market economics, are thes not the result of a System, of the 1%, of
Butdid his critique of capitalism produce production function and the consumer utilith,e pankers, of the speculators, . . .no, itis

something on vyhich we can bgild .todgy ? function. The first determines supply, thﬁ(orse than that. They fairly accurately reflect

| would readily agree with his dismissal second dgtgrmlnes demand. In the.er.\d, ithe spirit of the age. If you want to call this
ofwhat'l would call Max Weber'; prote_stantdemanq, it is the consumer t.hat, Wlthln ”L‘?)irit ‘capitalism’, please do. But you will
narcissism. | hope | am not being nationalconstraints of the production functionzgnfuse the issue, in my opinion.
istic, butlet me point out that Engels himself decides what will be produced and in what
in his preface to the Italian translation ofquantities. There are many complications, If, big if, this is so, then Fanfani's early
Das Kapita) described Italy as the country not least the difficulty (or impossibility) ofsupport for an authoritarian system may
in which capitalism was born. Furthermore finding uncontroversial ways in whichhave been more than accidental. Only an
asthe article points out, the notion of personahdividual demand functions can be aggreguthoritarian system would quickly solve
vocation did not need to wait until Martin ated into a collective demand function. (or rather appear to solve) the problem of
Luther to see the light of day. In fact, it is aremains the case, in my opinion, that imodernity (or ‘capitalism’, if you must).
notion that can arguably be traced back tbroad terms capitalist economies fairly Of course, | do not support such a
Aristotelian ethics, and at least to Aquinasaccurately reflect the collective choices ¢olution’, which would be in any event not

However, dismissing Weber does not take&onsumers. just unethical, but also impossible to imple-
us very far. Another of Fanfani's ideas, What changed between the age of theent, and counterproductive—it would be
rightly mentioned in the article, is perhapsguilds and later economies is that consum@p solution at all. But | also think that
of much greater interest. It is the notion thapreferences changed. This was in pagapitalism'is not the right target.
capitalism has always existed. Or at leasecause an element of institutional nudging What we have ahead of us is a long
we could say, has always existed in societiesas removed, but above all because tlglturkampf but not of the sort that that
which are not based on mere subsistencériumph of the precapitalist spirit in thesimple-minded Prussian protestant had in
economy. minds of manytvaned. {l would say 'pre- mind.

The article refers to capitalism &he modern’ rather than ‘precapitalist'.} Giorgio Francesconi
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Report: Extract from speech by
Omali Yeshitela, Chairman of the
African Socialist International

able act humans are capable of inflicting society that owed its success to the
on others. existence of that pedestal.
Capitalismwas notresponsible for some
great, otherwise unimaginable leap in prod- ~ African Internationalism has brought
uction, which—despite its contradictions us to a different understanding than that
—resulted in progress and enlightenment.held by Marx and Lenin regarding the
What capitalism did was to rip the vast way forward in the struggle against
"Marx declared, majority of humanity out of the productive capitalism. It is rooted in our recognition,
“The discovery of gold and silver in process—in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, supported by the extensive quotes from
America, the extirpation, enslavement aystralia and what has come to be knownMarx above, that it was imperialism that

and entombment in mines of the - . o
aboriginal population, the beginning of as the Americas. gave birth to capitalism and not the other
way around.

the conquestand looting of the East Indies, o )
the turning of Africa into a warren for the ...capitalism has been the absolute We claim that
commercial hunting of black skins, factor in restricting production and deve- “African Internationalism is a scienti-
signalized the rosy dawn of the era of lopment by concentrating productive fically falsifiable theory as can be seenin
capitalist production. These idyllic capacity in the hands of the world’s this question: Would capitalism and the
prpc_e_edings are th_e chief momenta Ofminority European population that sits 'resultany European wealth and African
primitive accumulation... atop the pedestal of our oppressive reality. impoverishment have occurred without
. . " the European attack on Africa, its division,
Inthe same worl§ Marx also expla!ned, _ Capitalism was not the good, "progres-  african slavery and dispersal, colonialism
though not intentionally, the obvious sive" force that is the precursor to some-  gnd neocolonialism?TQne People! One
contradiction impacting the relationship thing better for "humanity”. Capitalism Party! One Destiny!
between white people, including ‘workers', was a disaster that rescued Europe from a Lenin stated that i Al .
and Africans and most others, the contra-diseased feudal existence at the expense _enl!n sha e o a 'mPefg’J‘_ Ism 'E
diction that is responsible for a common- of the world. capitalism that Is characterized in part by

ality of cross-class interests within Euro-  Europe is notthe center of the universe Parasitism. Butfrom whatwe ha_tve_already
pean society: seen from the pen of Marx, capitalism was

o . . ) : . . born parasitic.
Whilst the cotton industry introduced ~ Today’s white left is also locked into a That is the meaning of the enslavement,

child slavery in England, it gave in the worldview that places the location of . gnization and annexation of other countries
United Stat_es astimulusto transfor_mation Europeans in the world as the center of theand peoples by Europe.”

of the earlier, more or less patriarchal ynjyerse. It always has. [The African People's Socialist Party
slavery, into a system of commercial — yperyise, Marx would have been  htp:/bermudaradical.wordpress.com/

exploitation. In fact the veiled slavery of e X
the wage workers in Europe needed, forforced to declare that the road to socialism about/who-am-i/

No Capitalism
Without Imperialism

its pedestal, slavery pure and simple in Was the destruction of theedestal”upon

the new world.”

African Internationalists are historical

which all capitalist activity occurs, not This speech can be read in full in the
some maturation of contradictions within ~ forthcoming issue of
the capitalist society upon the pedestal, a  !fish Foreign Affairs  (Issue 16)

materialists whose investigation and an
lysis of the world has as its starting poi
an examination of the world from th
objective reality and experiences of Afr
cans and the vast majority of the people
the planet, including the "white" or Eurd
pean people.

So it is clear to us that imperialism
not a product of capitalism; it is ng
capitalism developed to its highest sta

Instead, capitalism is a product
imperialism.

A
TC

Nt

(1]

?nPat Murphy And The IWG

After my obituary article on Gerry how | assumed it was. | would have been
s Lawless was published earlier this year, Ivery surprised if it had been Daltun who
t was sentacopy ofaninternal document ofdid the informing. But, when the fate of
e.the Trotskyist group that was establishedthe world is at stake—and that was how it
f after Lawless and Liam Daltun broke up seemed to them at the time—anything can
the Irish Workers' Group late in 1965 in be done to save it: that was the reasoning.

Capitalismis imperialism developed o order to wage the struggle against Stalin-l am glad to find that Daltun didn't do it,

its highest stage, not the other way arou
The imperialism defined by Lenin hg
as its foundation thigrimitive accumul-
ation” spoken of by Marx.
Finance capital, the export of capitg
monopoly, etc., are all articulations of

hdism. While that struggle was still being and that he didn't like the fact that it was
s waged within the IWG, information was done by his close associate.

laid with the police of the Royal Navy,

which led to the attempted arrest of one of  Another interesting thing I learn from
[, the 'Stalinists’. It was evident in the thatdocumentis that Daltun was paid £10
a circumstances that the information wasa week for a couple of weeks so that he

political economy rooted in parasitisgn laid by either Lawless or Daltun or both. could write an answer to something | had

and based on the historically brut
subjugation of most of humanity.
Unlike Marx and Lenin, we African
Internationalists deny that there has e
been anything progressive about capitalis
Capitalism was born parasitic.
Capitalism was born in disrepute, bo
of the rapes, massacres, occupatio

bl The internal document of their group, written. The money was paid to him by
whichis largely about a conflict that arose Lawless from funds made available by the
between Lawless and Daltun once theygeneral Trotskyist movement in London.
erhad broken free of the seductions of Thatwas while we were all supposedto be
m.Stalinist realism, confirms that this was working out things together within the
the case. Inmaking a case against Lawles3WG, under an agreement that Pat Murphy
n Daltun mentions in passing that Lawlessmade with them. Ten pounds free of tax
hswas proud of the fact that he made use ofand insurance was a pretty good weekly

genocides, colonialism and every desp

c-the police inthe factional struggle. Thatis wage at the time.
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| don't know what it was that | wrote cularly warnedcailinsto beware of the observed inthe 1970s and 1980s that Irish
that caused such apprehension among theharms of black men. movement was rather contemptuous of
great names of British Trotskyism that the Republicans, with their cupla focal*
they became advisers and paymasters to a One of Daltun's reasons for reading the They took théTir gan teanga"**maxim
group within the IWG. Whatever itwas, Irish Times that | recall, was that it in earnest and felt that they were laying
it was written while | was working as a occasionally had a column or an article in foundations that were safe from political
manual labourer. And, as far as | recall, | Irish, and things could be said in Irish that accident.
was digging graves by hand at the time inwould not be allowed in English. | was
Highgate Cemetery. never attracted by the esotericand I thought But to get back to Lawless and Daltun.
There an old gravedigger showed meit was a debasement of Irish to use it as &ix or seven years after the break-up of the
where Marx had actually been buried secretlanguage for expressing heresy. AIWG, inthe early seventies, |was living in
before being dug up in the early fifties and the age of 12 | was bi-lingual for all the West Belfast, almost in the shadow of
placed under a monument on the mainpractical purposes of an academically Divis Tower, publishing aweekly directed
avenue of the graveyard. He had dug himunambitious 12 year old. My vocabulary against the war, which had some effect,
up and handled his bones. The idea waglid not extend afterwards as English wasand | was surviving. | heard that Daltun
that one should approach tourists whothe actuallanguage inuse in Slieve Luacrahad killed himself in London. | never
were admiring the great head on the Peter Hart, in his book that was hailed heard the story of it. Butlwasn't surprised.
monument and offer to show them the as a classic by Roy Foster and that theHe was too complex an individual—with
actual burial spot in a modest out-of-the- History Department of Cork University a reflective bent along with a strong
way area, and get a tip. But | was neverwould tolerate no criticism of, said that impulse towards action—to be satisfied
any good at that sort of thing. Slieve Luacra was an Irish-speaking with the position he seems to have found
| was living at the time in a room that region. It hadn't been for over a century. himself in after Northern Ireland blew
Daltun arranged be sub-let to me, in his One might have expected Cork University itself apart. | imagine he was unable to
substantial flat, and | was discussing thingsto know that. But perhaps the range of city find his way through the theoretical maze
freely with him. | could see at times that thought did not extend that far into the in which he was trapped so that he might
he had to restrain himself from unleashing wilderness—certainly not as far as the be able to do somethingin a way that made
his great physical power against me. But"upland peasantsthat lived on the fare sense to him.
he always did restrain himself—though | side of the Mushera Mountain. But Hart = Pat Murphy, who was a unique combin-
recall that once he gotright to the brink of was not in Cork University. And the ation of Dubliner and Culchie, and whose
letting himself go. However, | had been a reference he gave for the assertion thaknowledge of the world was got through
Gaelic football goalkeeper, unprotected Slieve Luacra was Irish-speaking was me.direct observation of people and situations
by rules in the goal-mouth melee, and I In fact, | had never said anything on the —he missed out on education due to a
didn’t let that disconcert me. subject but that Slieve Luacra was dis-prolonged bout of bone-TB—gave an
Whateverwriting | did was ataworking- tinctive in that it did not wait passively for undertaking to Daltun and Lawless that, if
men's cafe in the Liverpool Road on the Anglo erosion to destroy the language andthey stayed the course with him, a socialist
way to work. | got up an hour early to the culture with it, but by an effort of will organisation that counted for something
make time forit. Of course | could only do pre-empted erosion by becoming English-in the real world would be established,
it that way because | didn't have to grapplespeaking while transferring as much of its and they would have ample opportunity
with a self-contradictory tangle of theories culture as possible into English. That wasfor exercising their very different talents.
every time | put pencil to paper, as he had.in the second quarter of the 19th century.He was very sure of himself. They had
Poor Liam! | reckon he earned his tennerI'm sure | said that clearly every time | drawn him into their group, but it was he
a week. referred to the matter, and | took Hart's who knew how to make something of it.
treatment of it as the mark of a charlatan. The difficulty was Trotsky's view of
the Russian revolution and the state of
mind itdeveloped, which gotin the way of
a realistic engagement with the current
situation. He got them to agree that we
should try to reason our way through the
course of the revolution, the nature of the
system established by Lenin, and the kind
of criticism made by Trotsky after Lenin
died. They obviously discussed this with
their London Trotskyist patrons, who were
horrified, and made them ashamed of
themselves. But by then they had started
us up and when they retreated we carried

Daltun was the first person | knew who
read thdrish Times | had never seen it Pat Murphy urged me periodically to
until | saw it with him. | suppose | knew get in on the Gaelgoir business, get the
it existed, but it had not penetrated into Fainneand play them at their own game.
Slieve Luacra then. And it was not to be It was one of the few things | disagreed
got there for another thirty years. But with him about.

Liam could notgetthroughthe day without A year or two after the break-up of the
it, and without a French newspaper whoselWG | was involved with Sean Kearney in
name | forget. | found itincongruous that publishing a periodicalin Irish for a manu-
a fierce Republican and Marxist revolu- facturing development in the Gweedore
tionary was addicted to the imperialist Gaeltacht in Donegal. Quite a few issues
culture of the Anglo-Irish remnant. He were published. Butitall came to nothing.
gave me some practical reason why it hadGweedore spoke Irish domestically, but
to be read, but | could see that it was soul-absolutely refused to transact Trade Union
food to him. At first | put it down to businessinlIrish. Kearney was a stubborn,
eccentricity but, as time went by, I noticed strong-willed individual, but even he could
that he was far from being the only revolu- not make them do it. They had fixed ideas
tionary who was spiritually dependent on on the subject.

it. 1 had a go at reading it, but | couldn't  Thenin 1970 | worked for a few weeks
stay the course. One of the first issues lon the building of a housing estate that One of the things | discussed with Pat
read had acolumn of advice for emigrants.was to be the centre of a Belfast Gaeltachts £\, \words. Ed.

It advised against race-mixing, and parti- And something came of that. As far as | ** Country without a tongue.

The Russian difficulty had to do with
Trotsky's theory, or vision, of Permanent
Revolution. But | will leave that for
another article.




Murphy in those times—I think the IWG opposed joining the first Coalition. He Party in 1910 on the grounds that it had
broke up before it got to discussing suchhoped to make the Labour Party a force intaken on a strong Catholic-sectarian
things—was how one might go about its own right, and he could not see thatcharacter, and because of this and because
constructing a socialist economy in happening in alignment with Fine Gael. it was committed to achieving Home Rule
Ireland. But the Party leadership wouldn't hear of by manipulating the conflict of British
Pat was greatly impressed by the Eng-it. And twenty years after that, with Conor parties, it was driving the situation towards
lish Department of Agriculture and Cruise O'Brien prominent in it, the Party Partition. Thenin 1918 they had voted for
especially the Milk Marketing Board. The leadership proclaime8ocialism In The independence—or had not needed to vote
latter, as | understood him, was a sort ofSeventieand set about getting rid of the because Redmond had given up North
national wholesaler which controlled rural backwoodsmen who were holding Cork as lost to his cause before the second
prices, maintained a steady market demandhem back. Ten years after that O'Brien 1910 Election and his successor did not
for producers, and maintained a degree obbecame an Ulster Unionist—only to be contest the seat in 1918. They had taken
national self-sufficiency in the world described by a rival Unionist as a cuckoo part in enforcing the 1918 vote in war.

market. Milk production was effectively in the nest. Then they limited the destructive effect of
an area of planned economy within the The Official IRA (Stickies), having the Treaty War forced by Britain. After
market. fought their lunatic war in the early 1970s, that they had got down to business in a

Other spheres of agricultural production and gone through a phase of beingmarket system modified by co-operative
were also subject to State control, but with Moscow's alternative Irish party, took on wholesaling.
the object of exploiting the world market, the leadership of the Labour Party, and They were milk producers in the main.
which was of course an English creation. last year threw away the opportunity to They sold the milk to themselves organised
Prices of home-produced products werebecome the Opposition and put down its co=operatively as awholesaler. And they
kept low by means of state-subsidies tomarker to be a future Government, prefer-imported maize and fertilisers as a whole-
English farmers, in order to compel ring to take a few jobs from Fine Gael. salerand sold itto themselvesretail. They
exporters (chiefly from the English colon- employed a Manager from the Agricultural
ies, Ireland and Argentina) to sell cheaply  Political activity has to be conductedin College in the University to oversee the
into the English market. It was hopelessthe actual world. Protest can be conductedusiness, but held regular meetings as a
for England to try to feed itself. The against the actuality of the world, from a Co-op to advise him.
possibility of that went in the mid-19th fantasy viewpoint, and might occasionally
century with the repeal of the Corn Laws. make an impact on some feature of the Every morning they brought the milk
England then arranged for the world to actual world. Pat Murphy had, in my tothe Creamery. |Ireckon the average was
feed its industrial masses cheaply. Ofexperience, a unique understanding of thethree or four 20 gallon milk churns each.
course that arrangement depended ultim-actuality of Irish society combined with a 1began the day by humping a few hundred
ately on the power of English militarism strong will to act on it. His proposal to churns—tanks we called them—onto a
and dominance of the world’'s seas, butDaltun and Lawless that, if they stayed theplatform and emptying them into a vat
Patwas appreciative of the internal econo-course with him, he would enable their while the farmers stood around discussing
mic arrangements in Britain by which it capacity for protest to be brought to bearthe affairs of the world."Going to the
was facilitated, and he saw them as havingon the actual world, and getto be somethingCreamerytvas a sociable business, except
a wider applicability. more than a passing phenomenon of protestor one or two super-industrious fanatics.

These were matters in which Lawless within bourgeois politics, was realisable.  Marx's comparison of peasants to a
and Daltun took no interest. Socialism |think that, left to themselves, they would heap of potatoes in a sack struck me as
was an affair of making revolution with have stayed the course, butworld Trotsky-absurd the firsttime | came across it. And,
the industrial masses and they did notism wouldn't have it so. when | later came across idyllic descrip-
seem to notice that the Irish population A couple of years after the IWG was tions ofthe socially and publicly concerned
was predominantly rural and its economy broken up, Pat—in conjunction with Denis town life of the bourgeaoisie in parts of the
predominantly agricultural. But | have Dennehy—showed, inthe Housing Action Continent, what it put me in mind of was
heard a leader of the Farmers' Unionmovement, whatabold agitationinsupportNorth Cork peasants going to the
explaining things much as Pat explainedof arealistically-conceived demand might Creamery.

them. achieve. From that point on | was mainly Michael Davitt saw what one might
concerned with Northern Ireland.

| don't know that rural Ireland was any callthe bourgeois potential of the peasantry
less socialist than urban Ireland. While |  Pat's view was that public control of at atime when cultured opinion tended to
lived in North Cork it had one safe Fianna wholesaling was the practical point of see them as apes, and helped them to take
Fail seat (Sean Moylan's, who never court-entry for a socialistmovementrealistically the first steps towards realising it. Some
ed popularity and challenged the electorateengaged with the project of socialistreform years later Arthur Balfour saw it when he
to disgrace itself by not electing him), one of capitalist society. was Chief Secretary and was engaged in
safe Labour seat (held by Paddy McAuliffe | worked for a number of years as a putting down the land agitation by police
(who lived in a Labourer's Cottage, and labourer in a Co-op Creamery and Mill in action, and when he became Prime
showed the independence of spirit which Slieve Luacra. The Co-op had about 120Minister he collaborated with William
the Labourers' Cottages, established bymembers—people who had been active inO'Brien (whom he had once imprisoned)
the Land & Labour League and the Union- William O’Brien's land agitation, had in realising in Ireland the Tory ideal of a
ist Government, were designed to insti- bought the land they farmed under the property-owning democracy.
gate), and a third seat which was in 1903 land purchase subsidy schemewhich Davitt went on from the organising of
contention between Fianna Fail and Finehe negotiated with the Unionist Govern- the Irish peasants in the Land League to
Gael. ment in 1903, and had supported hisorganising English workers inindustry on

McAuliffe told me that in 1948 he had campaign against Redmond’s Home Rulesimilar lines. He was distracted when
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Parnell, overcome by a Messianic vision the rise of capitalism in Europe. And his the edges of the IWG. He was, he said, the
of himself, set about destroying the Irish view was that the great banking housesnephew of Sean TreacytheSean Treacy.
Party—but by then Davitt was finding had grown consistently from origins in He wrote an article about Treacy for a
that co-operative action did not come assmall-scale wholesaling, one thing leading single-issue magazine published by Daltun
easily to wage-workers as it had come toto another. before the IWG. It was callé&hrabellum
the tenant-farmers. (To be continued, maybe) Patriotas | recall. Palmer was, | think, a
B_ut ?f workers do not en(_:roach on _the PS: In my first article about Lawless and m_ember of the inner c_irc_le of Tony Cliff's
cap_lta_llst system co-operatively, how is a Daltun | failed to mention John Palmer. elltelnter_natlone_ll SOC|aI_|sngr(_)up._ And
soc_|aI|s_t system to be brought about andLike Joe Quinn, he hovered closely aroundhe was a journalist on tRénancial _T|mes
maintained? Brendan Clifford

The scheme whereby thg wor_kers WE&T€| atter To The Editor
to be reduced to a proletariat with absl-
utely nothing and then, through a revolp- . . .
tiongry con?/ulsion, were togbecome a A Pryl ng Out Sectarianism
working-class ruling class with everything
—somehow creating a new kind of socidty
in the process—did not seem realistic|to
either of us.

After 1969 | got drawn into the politics
ofthe Northern Ireland situation while Pt
carried on with working class self-hel
projects in Dublin.

| tried for a while to keep up with th
new economic devices thrown up in the
course of capitalist development, but then

EpitoriaL NoTe About 15 years of steady work showing
Along contribution onthe Dunmanway that support for it was at least as strong in
killings of April 1922 has been received the Catholic community as in the Protes-
from Jeffrey Dudgeon, Member of the tant, was conjured away in a moment.
Order of the British Empire (see below). This is how media politics works, and
Dudgeon was active in the sectarian Democracy Now was media politics.
P disruption of the Campaign for Labour When Democracy Now had done their
Representation and the Campaign foressential business of sectarianising the
Equal Citizenship in Northern Ireland.. party organisation issue, it withered.
These were cross-community groups, built  Dudgeon MBE was even more active
concluded that they were all just incregs- up through 20 years of effort, whose objectin the job that was done in sectarianising
ingly sophisticated developments with was to estab_h_sh the ppss_lblllty of non- the CEC and destroying
wholesalin sectarian politics by bringing the North ~ We have described this before. Dud-
9: within the democratic party-politics ofthe 9€0n MBE has had many letters published
British state, which is, and always has in thelrish Political Revievbut chose not

been, the only state inthe North. Exclusiont0 deny or explain. Our characterisation
of the North from the democratic system Of him as an active sectarian in the North
by which the state is governed renderedin recent times stands undisputed.
government in the North sectarian and Buthehas setupas acritic of sectarian-
l. undemocratic. ism in the South long ago during the war
Whitehall was intransigently opposed Which nationalist Ireland had to fight
bringing the Northwithin the democracy because Britain would not concede what
us we managed to figure things out. £ th it had h for i was demanded by democratic voting. And
We met at the Working Men's Collede ° the state—it had another use for It— yhq jncident which interests him most is
in Camden Town. which was then tije 2.0 IS influence was used to counter thethe one about which there is no evidence
Irish centre in London. The WMC was skt influence ofthe CLRand CEC. Neverthe- and everything is speculation—the Dun-
up by Christian Sociélists following th less, the pressure of the CLR and CECmanway killings.
Chartist scare. Its mission was to exe increased steadily through lobbying ofthe  The nearest thing to evidence is a
liberal bour ec;isinfluence on the workin Labour and Tory parties by groups that Coroner's Inquest. None of those who are
class. s 9 hilanthropic patrons arou gd were demonstrably cross-community. At speculating furiously have bothered about
1960lcamepalmost enFiireIp from the City & critical moment the state succeeded inthat. And when Jack Lane brought it to
of London. and their worl)(; outlook wag breaking up the movement by sectarianlight they ignored it.
Liberal Im ,erialist One or other of them action. A Labourgroup called Democracy  Dudgeon MBE does not differ fromthe
would occgsionaII. come down to awe the Now was set up, with lavish funding, to others in his obsession with groundless
minuscule fra mgnt of the masses tlnatmimic the CLR, but as a Protestant body, speculation. Where he differs is that he,
was there to hgar them with their con d()S_festooned with Union Jackery. The organ- with a record of sectarian action, has set
cension and their expertise iser of the operation was Kate Hoey MP, up to be a critic of sectarianism.
P ' who had joined the CLR and become the Oris he acritic of it? We print his latest
One day the Director of the Bank ¢f President. On her initiative confidential effort below—uwith an excessive liberal
England came and was quizzed by Paj inapproaches were made to Protestants irtoncession to his double standard, which
his own language. That was the closest Ithe CLR—to all but a few who were judged cannot continue—and he appears to be
ever gottothe centre of finance capitalism.to be beyond the reach of sectariarism saying in places that sectarianism is the
The Bank of England, to give it its dug¢, and mostwere siphoned offto Democracynecessary condition of all thingsin Ireland,
was eager to explainitself, and was pleagedNow by promises of various kinds. Dud- (due perhaps to the intense sectarian pres-
to be subjected to hard questioning. W:I:atgeon MBE was active in that business. sure applied to it by British power for
| got from it was that the business of the  Democracy Now, with money to throw centuries and the sectarian British arrange-
Bank of England in its purely economic around, made a splash atone Labour Partynents for the Six Counties?). And that
capacity was to facilitate wholesaling. | Conference. It seemed to confirm the ideawould mean, of course, that all he did in
Afew years later we met an Australiah, putforward by opponents of the CLR that his actions in Belfast was acknowledge
Graham Ruthven, whose obsession waghe CLR was a Protestant Unionist ploy. the necessity of it.
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My understanding of the market, asigle
fromwhat | observed as the labourerin the
Creamery Co-op, came from a reading|of
Capital while | was the labourer in th
Co-op. That is to say, it was theoretic
Pat had somehow become fluent in the
language of business economics. Betw e
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Letter to the Editor
in Irish Political Review, September 2012

: Response To Barry Keane's Press Release

No names or ranks of those who carried
out the massacre are given nor were they

likely to have been.

Bureau Of Military History
And Dunmanway Controversy

Barry Keane wrote offormer GAA

of Catholics in the north is largely for

President's statement to the Bureau ofanother day but it is worth reminding him

Military History (BMH) ends 1922 West
Cork Protestantkillings controversyHe
added"both sides will be able to claim
victory as the real story is revealedhd
that, while Peter Hatgot the sequence of
events right; Michael O'Donoghue's
information"directly contradicts his thesis
that the murders were sectariaiie con-
cluded, the Dunmanway killing'svere a
unique stain on the reputation of the IRA"
as petde Valera's official biographyjut
they were not evidence dBystematic
ethnic cleaning similar to that which
happened to Catholics in the north"
The BMH archive of over 2,000 items,
mostly witness statements, wasllected

that Peter Hart said such cleansing occur-
red in neither part of Ireland while the
general fate of the northern Catholics does
not suggest what did happen to them was
systematic cleansing. It was certainly not
entirely defensive as ninety-two police
officers—RIC and RUC—were killed
from 1920 to 1922 in the six counties.

| think Mr. Keane would prefer that
historians concentrated on the main aspects
of the War of Independence in Cork and
the less problematic but Dunmanway was
too great a crime to be a méstain” on
the reputation of the IRA. It may have
been exceptional but in a war in which

He wrote,

"Poor Mick O'Neill Agrand chivalrous
warrior ofthe I.R.A. less than two months
later, he called at the house of a British
loyalist, named Hornibrook, to get help
for a broken-down motor. As he knocked
on the door, he was treacherously shot
dead without the slightest warning by a
hidden hand from inside the house. The
I.R.Ain Bandon were alerted. The house
was surrounded. Under threat of bombing
and burning, the inmates surrendered.
Three men, Hornibrook, his son and son-
in-law, a Captain Woods. The latter, a
British Secret Service agent, confessed
to firing the fatal shot, Why? God alone
knows. None of the three knew O'Neill or
he them. Probably Woods got scared at
seeing the strange young man in I.R.A.
attire knocking, thought he was cornered
and fired at him in a panic. The sequel
was tragic."

By the time of the killings, which started

Protestants feared they would suffer;, ihe early morning of 26 April 1922

by the State betvv_een 1947 and 1957, imlrastically_itwas inevitable, and probal_)ly O'Donoghue had moved to Donegal. He
order to gather_ primary source material more so in the_ post-truce chaos. Like 51ks of attending meetings in Cork at the
for the revolutionary pepod in Ireland  Bloody Sunday, it was remarkable for the o,q of March 1922 and then of his decision
from _1913 to 19_21".It is separately numb_e_r of dead and the loss of control by, go to Donegal as the 1st Northern
described as ending on 11th July 1921.the military.
The Truce was seen as a suitable cut-off _ _ with one Mick Crowley. By late April
date_ as |t_av0|d_ed the C|V|I_War and its  Intruth, Michael O‘Donoghue'sW|tness 1922 he was out of Cork.
preliminaries which were obviously highly Statement to the BMH adds very little by
sensitive in the south in the 1950s as soway of information where Dunmanway is
many of the participants were still alive. concerned. Indeed it is hardly a Witness

That period was then only some 35 Statement at all as he is only reporting on
years earlier, the equivalent timeframe what he has heard and surmising in
today for eventsin the late 1970s. Howeverconsequence.
many of the Statements, like Michael The Statement'sworth comesfromwho
O'Donoghue’s, drift over into the 1922-23 is saying it, more than what is said. On the
period, and in his case extensively. basic facts and taking it at face value,
References in the BMH files to the years O'Donoghue is likely to be correct as to  ggctarian appearance. Religious animos-
1922 and 1923 are numbered in hundredsthe sequencing and origin of the killings, ity had nothing whatever to do with it.
Of note is the fact that O'Donoghue's as such comments did not endanger com- These people were done to death as a
statement is the only one to mention therades' reputations. Onthe sectarian aspects, savage, wholesale, murderous reprisal
Dunmanway murders and similarly the he has to be much less convincing since for the murder of Mick O'Neill. They
only one to mention the supposed Anti- that is essentially a matter of opinion, ~Were doomed to die because they were
Sinn Fein Society or League in Cork something politically subjective listed as aiders and abettors of the British

. ' ' Secret Service, one of whom, Captain

One other witness statement, that of The Statement must therefore be \yoods had confessed to shooting dead
Patrick Collins (Capt. 'G' Company, 2nd assessed, in its context, with caution and  treacherously and in cold blood Vice-
Battn., Cork No. 1 Bgde.) does mention due scepticism. Overallitisawell-written, = Commandant Michael O'Neill that day
something similar?lt was known by our literary, stirring narrative of military cam- near Crookstown in May 1922 Fifteen or
Intelligence Service that, during the latter paigning, 377 typed pages in length. Sixteenloyalistsin aIIV\{ent.t(I) gory graves
half of 1920, there was formed in Cork an Although it is unsigned and undated a ™ brutal reprisal for O'Neill's murder.
Anti-Sinn Fein organisation, comprising year in the 1950s can be inferred from a The use of the terrfanti-Sinn Feéin
members of the Freemason and Protestannhote of 19 August 1958 regarding the Society”seems to be exculpatory as
Young Men's Christian Association in abstraction of several pages of his Civil O'Donoghue’s assertion that religion was
Cork City." This unlikely combination War service description. not the issue does not pass muster when he
however belongs to a somewhat earlier The tone and style of the short sectionacceptsthe ten later deaths—all Protestant
time and the city. (280 words) on the Dunmanway murders—were reprisals. Nobody has produced

Barry Keane is far too sanguine about differs from the rest of his testimony. Itis evidence of such an entity in 1922 although
this controversy ending although he would hard edged, defensive and plainly propa-Peter Hart says a number of those killed
very much like it to be so, believing it "a gandist although his humanity seepshad pro-British reputations not least the
pointless debate". His added overstatementhrough. It was written as a tribute to a Hornibrooks. That coheres with Gerard
above aboutsystematic ethnic cleaning” fallen comrade just after a mention of him. Murphy who wrote of atianti-Sinn Féin
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Division's military engineer, swapping

O'Donoghue concluded,

"Several prominent loyalists—all
active members of the anti-Sinn Féin
Society in West Cork, and blacklisted as
such in I.R.A. Intelligence Records—in
Bandon, Clonakilty, Ballineen and
Dunmanway, were seized at night by
armed men, taken out and killed. Some
were hung, most were shot. All were
Protestants. This gave the slaughter a
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Society' consisting of renegade British were repudiated at the time on the basisRepublicanism forthem has to be sectarian
officers carrying out assassinations in that they were sectarian and would fuel and is in fact Hibernianism, recognisable
Cork during 1920/21. But IRA men then sectarianism.' This was indeed true—of o0r not.
used this as a blanket term to cover theirboth sides of the Dail—and it does not Michael O'Donoghue, having a twin
own shootings of Protestants in the post-suggestthe anti-Treatyites wépeepared ~ brother James in the RIC, exemplified the
Truce period." to kill groups of Protestants to further split line amongst Irish Catholics, one
their cause! Most of the Cork IRA was more evident today with Home Rule
O'Donoghue's phrasing reads remark-anti-treaty for all sorts of reasons and itssentiment surfacing as Republican
ably like Hart's memorable chapter senior officers were at that moment in hegemony slides away.
headingTaking it out on the Protestants." Dublin, as we know, but it has to be He wrote in his Witness Statement of
(The IRA and its Enemigs998) With so  admitted then when blood is up sectarian-that twin:
many killings, often based on little more ism is never far from the surface. The "His training completed, he was posted
than perception, local gossip and grudgeskilling of ten Protestants in county Cork  to Aughnacloy, Co. Tyrone, where he
it was inevitable that collateral damage after O'Neill's killing is in no way dis- ~ Served untilthe R.|.C. were disbanded in
would also occur with the wrong victims similarto the Kingsmill massacreincounty ~ +222: | wrote back to mother and told her
being picked out or relatives substituting, Armagh fifty-four years later where ten to warn her R.l.C. son never to write to
v ' - me or never to mention that he had a
as may have happened in the case of th®rotestants were taken out of a minibus  prother in Cork at U.C.C. Furthermore, |
shot Church of Ireland clergyman, the and shotdeadinreprisalforearlierkillings. wanted to hear no mention of him
Rev. Ralph Harbord. It is probably true whatsoever in any of her letters, and |
that if Captain Woods had not resisted never referred to him at all. | was a bit
fourteen people would not have died. alarmed about my own extraordinary
The section is notable for being both . >~ 7 = T : position. Here was | now in Cork, an
justificatory and condemnatory yet the nationalist writers in relation to these {:md
other events? It would be remarkable if an

active member of the Irish Volunteers
’ . (now the I1.R.A.), while my twin brother
phrasing reveals his horror atthe excesses, . : ! :
. oo ethnic or national war like that in Ireland
of the days of rage. Minor points include

was in the R.I.C. Force in Ulster, and my
. : : father, an ex-sergeant, R.I.C."
him getting the month wrong (April not overthelastcentu_ryt_md notinvolve a high
. . degree of sectarianism. Rebel or para-
May) while later saying some of the

Protestants were hanged which Chimesmllltaryforceswould hardly be an except-

with the statement by Matilda Woods, IonTtr?et(r)]r?l pr(a:;ironr; I believe, is that Repub-
daughter of Thomas Hornibrook. Her y ' ! b

husband was the uncle of Captain WoodsIIcanlsm grew out of, maintains and

who fired the fatal shot. (See Keanes.Certalnly trades effectively—especially
valuable websitbttps://sites.google.com/

internationally—on a policy and reputa-
site/protestantcork191136/ for such tion of bringing Irish people of all persua-
accurate details in his sectittrotestant

sions together. This could be possible
Cork decline 1911-1926 Murders,

with Irish Protestants, rarely of Unionists
Mistakes, Myths, and Misinformatidn

But why is the accusation of sectarian-
ism so strenuously resisted by O'Donoghue,
thelrish Political Reviewand most Irish

He then related the fate of that brother
in the Summer of 1922 after he left the
RIC,

"The local I.R.A. police had promptly
arrested him and ordered him to leave
Cappoquin within 24 hours under threat
of death. He had gone back straight to
Gormanston R.I.C. H.Q., where he was
retained in the R.I.C. for a few months
longer. My parents were irate with the
local I.R.A. for this bit of tyranny, and |,
too, shared their resentment, somewhat.
It certainly was galling for me, an I.R.A.
fighter in North and South, to dash home
to see my parents and family and to find
that my brother, a demobbed R.1.C. man,
returned home, had been driven away as
a dangerous criminal at the point of the
gun by the local Republican police".

and certainly never of the pro-British
population and Loyalists—the majority
in the north. The problem always was that

Perhaps Thomas Hornibrook, his son nly a very few could afford to be simply

Samuel and Captain Woods were indee
. S rotestants and those who could showed a
hanged if their crime was thought to be )
remarkable propensity to convert to

. . ﬁ?oman Catholicism, for whatever reason,
acceptthatthe IRAwas raldlngthewhouseorhad aminority radical and Anglophobic

in darkness. O Do_noghue_ unobtrusively outlook like F.J. Bigger, Bulmer Hobson,
understands their predicament. One
Casement and Douglas Hyde.

welcome result of the developing contro-
versy might be the discovery and reburial

of the bodies of those three disappeared This syccessful piece .Of ghsmgenmty
) or sometimes self-deception is at its most
men which have never been located.

resonant with Wolfe Tone's statement of
On the origin of the massacre, Johnaims, worth quoting at length,
Regan's supposition that the captureon26 ~ "To subvertthe tyranny of our execrable

An anti-Treatyite, O'Donoghue was no
unseeing triumphalist, observing,

"It was just one of the many acts of
bullying end brutal tyranny indulged in
at that time by petty local Republican
“warriors” to show their arrogant
authority and self-importance. These acts
resulted in the name of I.R.A. police
becoming obnoxious in many districts.

April in Macroom of the four British
Intelligence officers and their later execu-

tion was related no longer stands up.

Similarly the notion expressed in thee
Irish Political Reviewthat there is a case
for the killings having been the work of

the British can be discarded. It has to be

said however that O'Donoghue only
implies IRA involvement, probably

because it did not seem an issue at that

Jack Lane wrote in the samgsh
Political Reviewissue,"But the killings

government, to break the connection with
England, the never failing source of all
our political evils, and to assert the
independence of my country—these were
my objects. To unite the whole people of
Ireland, to abolish the memory of all past

In many places, the local Battalion
Commandant claimed supreme authority
in his area and ruled like a feudal baron.”

Once at war, there is little can be done

dissentions, and to substitute the commonto curb excesses at command level let
name of Irishman, in the place of the glone at the periphery. This witness gave

denominations of Protestant, Catholic
and Dissenter—these were my means.

' honourable examples of how he tried while
always defending his comrades but it is

) : Not only did he fail then but his words not the last word on the matter of
time, and not one he wanted to emphasisenow have only the opposite effect, and Dunmanway.

have done since partition. If the Ulster
Protestants are not part of the Irish nation,

Jeffrey Dudgeon
14 September 2012



the incidents in Ballygroman, Macroom
and Dunmanway, but that did not bring
about a rupture between Treatyites and

Dunmanway: Some Comments Anti-Treatyites in general. The Election
The Michael O'Donoghue Statement, —a case of better dead than Irish—or it '\P/Iz(;t) was made over a month later (20

about which readers were informed in the may have been part of something more
Press Release we received from Barryrational that miscarried.
Keane (Septembéish Political Review, In the afternoon of the same day a
is obviously not a Witness Statement to group of British Military Intelligence
the Dunmanway killings. As we have officers were arrested in Macroom some
pointed out repeatedly, there was nomiles away, a town which had been the
witness to any of those killings who threw base of British military and torture activi-
any light on responsibility for them. ties during the War. They were questioned
Bureau of Military History Statements and executed. A confrontation with the
are about the War of Independence andBritish commander in the area (the future
end, perhaps unrealistically, with the GeneralMontgomery)ensued. The British
Truce. The Dunmanway killings of 26th stood down and accepted the accomplishe
to 28th April 1922 happened ten monthsfact. It must have been judged that the
after the Truce and four months after thecircumstances were not right from the
"Treaty'. The 'Civil War' was not to start British viewpoint to precipitate what was
for another two months. clearly an unstable situation with an
The IRAwas in both actual and official ultimatum. (That was to be done two
authority in West Cork, but the British monthslater, with considerable destructive
Army had not left the country and itwas in effectonthe Irish cause, with the ultimatum
fact reorganising itself for action. The to Collins to start &civil war"—or else!)
threat that Britain would bring all the  The morning after the British Intelli-
resources of the Empire to bear on agence officers were caught (April 27th),
reconquest—which caused the 'Treaty' tothere was a killing in Dunmanway. That
be signed in December 1921—remainedwas the start of a number of killings
operative until 28th June 1922, when between the morning of the 27th and the
Michael Collins, faced with afinal ultima- morning of the 29th, which has been
tum from Whitehall, launched what is sensationalised as the Bandon Valley
called the Civil War. Massacre. The killings stopped on the
The situation in April 1922 was that morning of the 29th, leaving not a shred of
Britain had set up the signers of the 'Treaty'evidence identifying the perpetrators.
as the Provisional Government and wasThere were two witnesses—the wife of
assisting it to form an army. But the one victim and the mother of another.
Volunteer Army that had forced Britainto Their evidence at the inquests threw no
the negotiating table remained in being. light on the matter—except that the wife
The Provisional Government, which need- said one of the killers said to her husband:
ed to present itself as a continuation of the"Take that your Free Stater, Free Stater, -~ . ,
Dail Governmentas well as the Provisional Free Stater.! That indicated an Anti- _Saylng that ‘there is not a shred Of,
Government of the Parliament of Southern Treaty motive. The IRA in the area was evidence that they were done by the IRA
) . . ) ) ¢ is like saying the Northern Bank robbery
Ireland, was anxious not to precipitate apredominantly anti-Treaty. It was still a5 not the modern IRA's work.
split in it. The IRA was therefore in united in late April, and there were hopes "No-one else in Cork in thattime except
official authority in West Cork in April.  that it could be kept united by fudging  the IRA, operating as the IRA, or as
certain Treaty issues in the Constitution  unofficial sectarian killers, had the
On the morning of April 26th an IRA that was being negotiated—not by the organisation and discipline to kill ten
group was sent on official business to theparties in the Dail but between the Treatyite F{lrlt)t(testantts n da (t:ﬁ”pl‘? of nights and itis
Hornibrook house in Ballygroman. When Party and Whitehall. sty fo pretend othenwise.
there was no response to knocking on the But Britain did not intend that the (It is unwise when making a rigorous
door, the commandant of the group wentVolunteer army that had fought it to the induction from circumstances to make a
to enter by a window and was shot deadnegotiating table—after Westminster had categorical statement which misrepresents
from inside the house. The IRA group overruled the results of two General the circumstances. There was certainly
was apparently unarmed. Itsentfor armedElections—should remainin being forthe another force in Cork then capable of
support, entered the house, and the thre&ree State. It vetoed a general Sinn Feirdisciplined military action. British forces
men in occupation were executed. Election Agreement in mid-June and in had not yet ended their deployment in
The killing (murder ?) of the leader of late June it threatened to resume militaryireland. And it has not yet been found
an unarmed IRA group at the Hornibrook operations if Collins did not make war on possible to pin the Bank robbery on the
house may have been a last-ditch actiorthe Anti-Treaty group in occupation of Provos, even discounting the fact that the
by a group of armed British Loyalists who the Four Courts. only piece of the loot yet found was in a
could not bear to accept the fact that policy building.)
Britain had conceded authority to an Irish ~ The Four Courts were taken overbythe  Mr. Dudgeon is not so definite now.
movement which they hated and despisedvolunteers on April 14th, afortnight before The speculation now is about the authori-

21

The West Cork Republicans did not
have a record of irrational action. They
had no reason to embark on a killing spree
of Protestants, signing their action by
announcing that they were killing Free
Staters. And if they killed them just
because they were Protestants, hoping to
spark off a pogrom of Protestants, why
disguise it by pretending it was because
éhey were Free Staters?

The IRA was split by Collins's acting
under British ultimatum two months later.
West Cork had to be conquered by the
Free State. The Treatyite leaders, when
they were forced to make war, lost sight of
the reasons they had given for signing the
"Treaty' and their willingness to come to
an agreement with the Anti-Treatyites if
Whitehall had let them. They had to
present the 'Treaty' as a positive good and
blacken their enemies. But, as far as we
know, they did not depict the West Cork
Republicans as Protestant-killers who had
been chafing at the bit for two months.
they just ignored the inquest evidence as
being incredible.

It seems that Martin Mansergh is the
only one who takes it seriously. Dudgeon
MBE doesn't. And that means he has
rejected the only evidence there is and
operates by speculative inference from
circumstances.

In May 2011 he was very definite:
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tative leaders being away, blood being yp,
and the sectarianism close to the surface
breaking out. It begins to sound like the
"renegades"or "mavericks"one heard . .
about in Cork City. But the version of thHe A Race Thl’OUgh Sectarianism
operation described by Peter Hart as the _ ) )
"most plausible®—action by two to five Was there a grand strategy that mightand lies there sfcarm_g up a_t the s_ky. The
companies with the connivance of ma y_have changedthefaceofNorthernIrela_ndmotorcycle engine is roaring, with the
others—ecould not have been conduc dmstead of the lethal force that brought in back wheel turning. A woman comes out
without becoming known to the leadets, power-sharing? None has_ come to light. of ashop and picks up his fallen revolver
even though they were away from hom atInstead, adefensive/offensive citizen forceand disappears. | take on the notion that it
the time—and without leaving traces pf saw the end of the (_)Id one—p_arty Stormontwas | who was meantto be shot dead. Now
knowledge amongst the populace. regime. Now Martin McGuinness, as a the woman has the gun and | don’t know
developing statesman and successfulwhere sheis. I run home. | can’t speak for
The relevance of the O'Donoghue State-guerrilla leader, has made a gesture ofabout two days, despite being shaken to
ment is that it seems to be the first referempcereconciliation with the majority commun- bits by both parents. | hear something
to the incident which holds Republicanisin ity. He has shaken the hand of the Britishabout another Catholic being killed.
in some form responsible for it. This Queen, Commander-in-Chief of the
accords with the conviction—the groundlefs British Armed Forces, and mother and  Itis 1938. We move to the countryside
belief—of Dudgeon, Borgonovo, Manserdgh head of a militarised family. She remains of Carryduff, Manse Hill, Clontonacally.
etc., but it contains no information abopt Royal, he remains a Republican. This Two rows of WW1 huts, called Fairview
the incident itself. It would be surprising isn't good enough for some Unionists, Gardens but known as FU Gardens by the
if it did, as O'Donoghue was located far who are in denial about the past. inhabitants. Twenty huts, twenty families,
from the scene of the incidents at the tinpe, one outside water-tap for all. Maybe we
and his single paragraph about it is pn Ihave already in another article outlined moved to try and find peace, maybe it was
aside in a Statement about something ¢lssome of the atrocities carried out by to do with the rent money we owed, the
written thirty years after the event. Shankill Road Butchers and by the British money we also owed to the local shops.
The popularity, in certain circles in Army special forces, the Royal Ulster Probably both. Thereis sectarianismthere
Cork, of the belief that Republicans did |t, Regiments, along with the UDA, Ulster but to a lesser degree. There is always
seems to be connected with the complete-reedom Fighters, Red Hand of Ulster sectarianism in Northern Ireland but you
rejection of the two nations view of the Commandos and the Ulster Volunteer hope to find somewhere where it might be
North forty years ago. It seems to be awayForce, coordinated by MI5/ MI6/ RUC to a lesser degree. Severe poverty among
of feeling guilty about Protestants, focus- Special Branch. Thankfully power-sharing both communities doesn’t diminish it as
sed on an obscure incident in the distanthas quietened things and politics is nowsome of the left thought it would.
past, while refusing to engage with the the name of the game, for the moment. At the top of Fairview Gardens are the
infinitely clearer and more importarft ~ Here is a short diary of a race through fields of a local farmer. His farmhouse
matters of recent times—or of dealirjg sectarianism. It seems as if the Catholicisn’t too far away. | play in the fields and
with those matters in marginal terms whigh community was asleep for fifty years. come across his dog, a Rhodesian
avoids the substantial issue. But, without the stirrings under the surface Ridgeback he uses as a cattle-dog and also
For Dudgeonitis about a kind of bloogl- where the roots were growing, there would as a guard-dog. It is a young dog, playful
guilt incurred by Republicanism in We$t have been no salvation for the Catholic and childlike, so we getalong very well. It
Cork during two days in April 1922 which community. The following happened to follows me home sometimes.
was somehow transmitted to the Cathglicmany thousands of us. One night after midnight my mother
community in the North under Protestant wakes me and tells me to get dressed. She
rule half a century later. His only substan- 1936. | am aged four. Glasgow Street, says to get the dog. So | creep up to the
tial disagreement with the prevailing off York Road, Belfast. One Sunday farm in the pitch-black and get the dog by
nationalist view in Cork city—and th¢ afternoon there is a bang. My father goesthe collar out of its kennel and lead it away
only substantial disagreement betweenthato the door. A man is casually walking from the farmhouse. My mother is now
view and Peter Hart's—seems to be abpuaway with a smoking revolver. Our next part of a group of about twelve women.
motivation. And, if Republican respor- door neighbour, a Catholic woman, has They make for a field and begin cutting
sibility is speculatively takento be definife been shot dead in a sectarian attack. Navhat we knew a<Curlies (probably
factinthe absence of evidence, why canhotolice arrive. Maybe the killer was a broccoli: it was eaten with vinegar). The
speculation about motive be equally free member of the RUC? That night my dog pricks up its ears and gives a low
of the obstacle of ascertainable fact? | Protestant father barricades the front andgrowl at the presence of the women but |
But Dudgeon's views are interestingfin back doors with the furniture. My mother manage to quieten it.
adifferentdimension. They are represept-is a Catholic. Then we moved to a better house to
ative views, incautiously expressed—the Mealough, still in Carryduff. When the
views of liberal Unionisminitsdecayintp ~ 1937. We move to Kilburn Street, off farmer who owned it discovered who we
ethnicism. Unionism rejected the possib- the Donegall Road. | am aged five. | am really are—five Catholic children, one
ility of a British line of development @ playing on the front of the road when a Catholic adult—we got a notice-to-quit.
little over twenty years ago and the would- motorcycle draws up to the kerb. The rider But we stay and the next thing is three of
be liberal strain is chagrined at the syb-fires about three times. A man in front of his sons (two in the B-Specials) along
sequent turn of events and is showingme falls to the pavement. The motorcyclist with their friends are stoning our house,
what was below its surface. We will in accelerating away skids on the greasybreaking the slates on the roof, smashing
comment on this next month. « square-setts of theroad. He is hitby atrama couple of windows. The RUC was




dismissive of the attacks. | did enlarge onthe pitch-dark countryside. I could then be over a very wide area to right outside
this in a previous article. seen crossing the fields, my parents mightCarryduff right up to Drumbo. | would

Britain had declared war on Germany wake up at the calamity it would cause andsometimes meet up with boys of my own
and there was a lot of talk about fighting discover me coming back. Also, it being age. It was still WW2 and war militarises
for democracy on the wireless. Just beforewartime and to have such an conflagrationboys, and some girls. There was always
D-Day, the 6th of June 1944, our house islighting up the night sky would cause a live ammunition lost on the army firing-
attacked for the fourth time. | was 12 yearsserious investigation by the authorities. ranges in the area so we collected that and
old. I remember my mother, a devout Although, despite the total blackout used it to barter for comics. We also
Catholic, hoping the Russians wouldn’t precautions to frustrate German bombers played war games. At my Protestant school
stop at Germany. Earlierinthe war William the people stoning our house did light ait was conventional warfare games. With
Joyce, nicknamed Lord Haw Haw by bonfire once in front of our house during the Catholic boys it was guerrilla warfare.
Whitehall, had been on the German radio, WW?2 for the Twelfth of July Orangeman’s We formed two groups. One was the
with a programme especially beamed toDay. (There were Women's Lodges asambush party and the other was the one to
Ireland, promising German help for North- well but it was still Orangeman’s Day.) be ambushed. The would-be-ambushed
ern Catholics. | don’tthink we would have The duty of the B-Specials was to scourwere not going to be ambushed but the
been too bothered about them landing.the countryside looking for specks of light ambushers always had a tactician who
Though my father spoke continually about coming out of houses or outhouses.saw to it that you were. You would be
the value of communism he didn't take anCatholic homes, including our own, had stealthily creeping up alane when you felt
anti-fascistline. We didn't have that choice our doors knocked frequently with the stick on your throat from behind. You
through being tormented by the stone-accusations that light was escaping fromwere next on the ground being choked and
throwing gang with the connivance of the behind a blackout blind when there wasn’t sometimes being kicked in the face when
RUC. The well water had been poisonedany. Sometimes the knocks came in thethings got out of hand. | did broach the
at one stage with blue-stone, a sheep-dipmiddle of the night when we were all in idea of us doing something more serious
and it almost killed my nine month old bed. We learnt not to answer the door.in the area but no they had to be home for
sister. Any forced entrance we would have their tea by six.

resisted. There was always a poker or two

| mentioned the Rhodesian Ridgebackin the fire and water near the boil on the Is it possible that some Protestants
dog because dogs were to play anotherange. We were aware that Catholics weredon't know what went on? | had a play
part in my life. The farm of our landlord looked on as German agents. There hadroduced atite London Unity Theatre in
was about a quarter of a mile away acrosseen rumours about someone on a hilltopl968. It was about the way Catholics had
the fields. As a boy | spent some time waving alamp while the German bombersto live in Northern .Ireland. A director and
going into farmyards with most of the passed very low over our area on twoactor called Alan McClelland and his
farmers being friendly. Our landlord occasions. Once a B-Special told my friend the actor Denis Hawthorne came to
farmer was usually hostile but | hung mother that he didn’'t trusRoman thetheatre thatnight. Both were Protestant
around anyway, ready to run. | was Catholics. My mother who rarely swore and both came from the mainly middle-
interested in his two border collies which answered: class town of Bangor in County Down.
were kept outside in an old pigsty. | had vy have a fuckin’ good reason not | ey 9ave me aliftafterwards and discus-
managed to make friends with them to  to1" sed the play on the way home. Both said

such an extent that | could approach the _ _ _ they had no idea that such things were
farm on a dark Winter’s evening without ~ SO | just slipped back into the house by going on. I found that hard to believe at the

them raising the alarm. the back door, went upstairs and passedime. I'm not so sure now. But the powers-
. quietly through my parent’'s bedroom to that-be at Stormont knew what was
One night about two am I sneaked outget to my own room. happening to us in Carryduff for it was
of the house and ma}de for the farmwitha | thought later | needed some help. Thethey who encouraged it.
box of matches. My intention was to burn 109 catholics, as opposed to the two or Wilson John Haire

downthe hayloftinrevenge for the stoning three thousand Protestants, were spread 2nd August 2012
of our house. | opened the hayloft doors

and the dogs raced inside. | lita match bu
| couldn’t see them in the dark. | called to

them in whispers but they didn't appear. It LAUNCH & PUBLIC MEETING
was a very large hayloft, big enough for

Sir Basil Brooke, the Unionist leader, to at

hold rallies for the faithful there some- Teachers' Club , 36 Parnell Sq., DUBLIN

times. Afraid of having the dogs burn to

death, | decided againsttorching the place SATURDAY, 17th November, 7.30 pm

On the way back through the dark fields |
thought of how the blaze might light up
Northern Ireland, What Is It?

Professor Mansergh Changes His Mind

Look Up the by Brendan Clifford
Athol Books _ _ -
. The Genesis Of National Socialism
archive on the Internet by T. Desmond Williams
www.atholbooks.org https://www.atholbooks-sales.org
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there would be multiple sets of parents. of any child" This is really serious stuff!
Chaos and mental disorientation on a hugdt implies that somebodgwnsthe child
scale will be inevitable. and that somebody can put the child up for
Where did this concept of the adoption adoption no matter what the child thinks.
Stack of the children of married parents come And children do think a lot. We are not
Up from? It was not even mentioned among necessarily, and not usually, talking about
ninety-five expert Submissions to the All babies in arms here. We are talking about
: Party Oireachtas Committee and specific-intelligent, walking, talking citizen8vVho
CHILDREN 'S RIGHTS REFERENDUM ally not mentioned in the Submissions of is to do the volunteering? It does not stack
Th|s"referendum.should have be('a‘n Barnardos and ISPCC and nor did Fineup at all. It is up to all sorts of interpret-
called "The Adopnon Referendum Gael/Labour Programme for Government ations. Is it a social worker who will do the
_bepause adoptlpn IS the only new Cor]Cemrefer to it. It was mentioned in the 96th volunteering? Or is it Barnardos? Or the
n |t."The Consututlpn of Irel_aqd aIr_eady Submission to the All Party Committee father? Or Minister Frances Fitzgerald?
has-the r_1aFun_31I and_|mprescr|pt|blerlg_hts by the Adoption Board. The Adoption Inmy opinion this Article 42A.3 is far too
of the childinitand treferred _to physical Board said that adoption of children of vague and too open to allow it to be used
:":md ’T‘Ofa' welfare o_f.all children. The married parents is allowed in certain as a basis for legislation.
physical and moralbitis proposed to be circumstancesunder UK lawandthe Board And then there is in Article 42A.4 two
deleted" and replaced Disafety gnd in 2006 recommended that such a practicaeferences tdproceedings.' | presume
yvelfare.So the ”!Ofa' wglfare ofchﬂiren_ be copied here. Barnardos operates in théhat the intended reference is to Court
Is not to be mentioned in _the futur<_a. Is_ I UK. Is that the source of this family- Proceedings or Judicial Proceedings but
any wonder?that the fabric of society is breaking concept? Why not the fostering that is not what 42A.4 says. No reference
fal[:'r;]gezgzgling Bill for this referendum system which has a time honoured andis made to Court or to judges. No right is
The Thirty First Amendment of the Constit- well known history in Ireland? given to any child to be heard. Only "the

X . . ) . views of the child shall be ascertained ..."
ution (Children) Bill 2012-was, it says, Fostering can and should be regulatedand it does not say who will ascertain, or

"Presented by the Minister for Children by laws under the Constitution without . . . .
and Youth A):‘fairs on 17th September any need for Constitutional change. Thewh?]t]udhglt(ejglfa_ny]udge_!)vv||IIIhavel regarg
2012" Presented to whom? Presented toConstitution in Article 2 recogniséd is to the child's views. Itis all very lax an
. . . N will enable lawyers to argue endlessly
the Ddil is the usual thing but the TDs and the entitlement and birthright of every o
. : . . about it in years to come.

Senators were barely recovering fromtheir person born in the island of Ireland to be
Summer holidays on the 17th September! part of the Irish nation” This includes FOURTH ESTATE
Alsothe Bill, badly drafted, wdpresent-  children Article 40 state$all citizens The Fourth Estate is no longer with us.
ed", together with its official Explanatory ~shall, as human persons, be held equaljournalists have almost given up on real
Memorandum, which purports to explain before the law'Thisalsoincludes children journalism. No journalist has, it seems,
the Bill but which instead was tendentious and furthermore Article 40 goes on t0 examined the Act and its Explanatory
and evasive. The Memorandum consistedstate!This shall not be held to mean that Memorandum. Or if they have, they have
of a page and a half in each official lang- the State shall notin its enactments, havenot yet commented intelligently on it. The
uage. On the first page, the one which due regard to differences of capacity, only intelligent comment on the Act came
would be read by any busy conscientious physicaland moral, and of social function” from retired Judge Hugh O'Flaherty in
TD or journalist, was the tendentious stuff and in Article 40.3!The State guarantees |ndependent.iand he saitive don't need
and the next half page contained thein its laws to respect and as far as a referendum to protect our children's
explanation of the Bill which should have practicable by its laws to defend and rights".
been on the first page. vindicate the personalrights of the citizen”  And this with all the talk by self-

The lies and evasions included telling This also applies to children. righteous people—why did none of them
us that the Bill'is in line with the recom- So the State has the power in theask the children? Why not?
mendations of many experts over the yearsConstitution to legislate for children as
including the Report of the Joint Commit- citizens in the same way it legislates for THE BANKERS
tee on the Constitutional Amendment onwomen as citizens and men as citizens. Onalighter note, there is the application
Children (2010) and the report of the All- The fact that children havémpres- by Bank of Ireland to Judge Peter Kelly
Party Oireachtas Committee on the Con- criptible rights"as children is recognised for permission of the Court to rename
stitution (2006)". in Article 42.5. So why is Article 42.5 some of the Bank's reserves with the

These heavyweight reports do indeed being dumped out? Is it by any chanceobjective to enable Bank of Ireland to
reveal the views of very many experts and because it also mentiotrmoral” welfare  declare a dividend to its shareholders. Itis
the views of the members of the two of the child which the new 42A.2.1 does difficult to see how this can stack up. The
Committees. But the Bitloes noteflect ~ not? There is obviously no case for shares and reserves were to a large extent
these expert views and the Constitutional changing the Constitution. It is a change provided by taxpayers and it is reported
Referendundoes notreflect the expert inlaws whichis needed. The Referendumelsewhere that the bank’s reserves are still
views. The main thrust of this Referendum is a whitewash designed to make it appeatoo small to cover their liabilities because
is to establish that families can, in certain that the Programme for Government is full account has not yet been taken of their
circumstances, be broken up by taking being implemented when it is not. actual and potential bad debts. Are we to
members of the family of married parents ~ The drafting mistakes in the Referen- see Bank of Ireland paying out a dividend
and putting them up for adoption. A child dum Act are serious. For example the and then having to be further dug out by
put up for adoption under the new laws wording of the Article 42A.3Provisions  the taxpayers? As Fiona Muldoon told the
would have four parents and, if siblings shall be made by law for the voluntary Bankers, they need to forsake their old
were also taken and put up for adoption, placement for adoption and the adoption habits and get real about their bad and

Does
It



Mr. Patrick Thompson,

doubtful debts. Leadership is needed andBaptist and Methodist communities, |1 Oct. 6th
Finea, Co. Westmeath.

paying out dividends in the present stateunderstand that Spanish may now be the
of Bank of Ireland's business is not majority language in the USA and the
demonstrating the sort of leadership Spanish speakers are mostly Catholic. ASSASS'NATE_D BY ENGLISH SOLP'ERS

needed. Although in the Land of the Free (whife 1€ following were assassinated by
Anglo-Saxon Protestants, that is) strarjgeMembers of the English Army of Occup-

things happen such as Native Americd nSation who took them from their houses or

being banned from voting and crimings murdered them in the street in cold blood.
having no vote (and the Courts are ¢n-NOne was engaged in attack upon the

trusted with criminalising black people go 00PS. None was shot during such an
that they cannot vote) and so perhd sattack. There were assassinated in pursu-

there is some mechanism in place toance of the official policy to attempt to break

incapacitate the Spanish speakers frbrrPY terror the movement for independence:-
voting?

USA PresIDENTIAL ELECTION

Just a thought—Barack Obama was
sworn in as President on The Bible, so
where is Mitt Romney on this issue? Does
he want to be sworn in on the Book of
Mormon, seeing as he is a former Bishop
of that Church? Is swearing in onthe Bible
arequirement of the US Constitution? If it

is—it would be getting very difficult to . 1920.
alteritnow because in addition to the huge Michael Stack © July 29th Mr. Thomas Harris (Invalid)
Bruree, Co. Limerick.
July 21st Mr. Patrick Lynch, (aged 48)
i i Hospital, " "
ltems From Irish Bulletin , October 1920.  Part15 . 160 ‘M John oConnell
Derrygallon, Co. Cork.
VOL. 3 No.35 IRISH BULLETIN 19th October 1920 Aug. 17th  Mr.Henry Kelly, Dublin City.
THE REAL MURDER GANG. 1920. SHOT DEAD WITHOUT PROVOCATION
All Forces of the British Crown in March 20th  Alderman Thomas Mac BY ENGLISH SOLDIERS.
Ireland Engaged in Curtain, Lord Mayor of Cork. ; i i
Murder and Assassinations. 29th  Mr. James McCarthy, The foIIowmg_were shot d.ead in their
Thurles, Co. Tipperary. residences or in the public street by
The pretence is being sustained in the 30th  Mr. Thomas O'Dwyer, members of the English Army of Occup-
English Press that it is the newly recruited Bouladuff, Co Tipperary. ~ ation. None of them was engaged in any
English police who are responsible for the April 17th é\)/ll:.ngglcllmg(s) I\ALIEJIISt?Illand' \'/\lvay in ??hattack on hsotltzlerg or polrllce.
murders if innocent Irish civilians. In the P ' one of them was shot during such an
June 25th  Mr. Cornelius Crowley attack. They were murdered in pursuance

following the SEVENTEEN murders and
assassinations committed by the Englishsept. 26th
armed forces in Ireland since the 1st Janu- 26th
ary 1920 are analysed. Itwillbe seenthat " 26th
every branch of the English military and
police forces in Ireland has participated in

(cripple) Bantry, Co. Cork.
Mr. John Gaynor, Belfast City.
Mr. Edward Trodden, Belfast City.
Mr. John MacFadden,
Belfast City.

Mr. James Lehane,
Ballymakeera, Co. Cork.

1920.

Oct. 15th

these murders and assassinations. They April 14th
are not the sporadic acts of one hastily- June 8th
recruited undisciplined body. They are SHOT DEAD WITHOUT

the acts of troops, regular police, auxiliary ~PROVOCATION BY ROYAL IRISH July 8th

CONSTABULARY.

The following were shot dead in their July 18th
residences or on the public streets by
¢ members of the Royal Irish Constabulary.
| None of there was engaged in any way in
an attack upon the police. None of them jyly 21st
was shot during such an attack. They
were murdered by the police in pursuanceJuly 21st
of the official policy to attempt to break by
terror the movement for independence:- July 29th

policemen and "Black and Tan" recruits,
and represent, not indiscipline but an
official English policy of organised
terrorism with the avowed object o
crushing the movement for Nationa
Independence of Ireland:-

July 18th
July 21st

ASSASSINATED BY
ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY.

The following were assassinated by Aug. 10th
members of the Royal Irish Constabulary ~ 1920. Aug. 20th
who forced an entry into their houses andFePy- 4th  Mr. Rol?er_t O'Dwyer,
murdered them in cold blood. None of Feby. 4th L,L;?fé!CHeclétXé Johnston Sept. Sth
these men was engaged in any way in an Limerick City. ' Sept. 5th
attack upon the police. None of them waspepy. 14th ~ Mr. James O'Brien,
shot during an attack. They were selected Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow. Sept. 11th
for assassination because it was thoughtMay 18th  Mr. James Saunders,

(often wrongly) that they held prominent Limerick City. Sept. 14th
positions in the Republican Movement in July  5th Mr.?ames Dunne, Ferns, Co.

their districts. They were assassinated in, gy Vl\\iﬁ.xv?lirlﬂém Hartnett, Emly, Oct. 2nd
pursuance of the official policy at attempt Co. Limerick. Oct. 6th

to break by terror the movement for Aug. 17th  Mr. Andrew Hynes, (aged  Oct. 10th

Independence. 70), Shanagolden, Co. Limerick

of the official policy to attemptto break by
terror the movement for independence:-

March 22nd Miss.Ellen HendrickDublin City.
March 22nd Mr. MichaelCullen, Dublin City.

Mr. Patrick Dowling, Co. Wicklow.

Mr. Thomas Brett,
Drombane, Co. Tipperary.
Mr. Thomas Ferry, (aged 70)
Ballycommon, Kings Co.
Master John O'Brien, (aged
18) Cork City.
Mr. William McGrath Cork City.
Master Daniel McGrath (aged
18), Coracunna Cross, Co. Cork.
Mr. Thomas McDonnell,
Coracunna Cross, Co. Cork.
Mr. James Cogan, Oldcastle,
Co. Meath.
Master Patrick Duggan, (aged
10) Bruree,Co.Limerick.
Mr. Thomas Farrally, Dublin City.
Mr. Patrick Kennedy,
Annascaul, Co. Kerry.

Mr. Patrick Hegarty,
Ballyvourney, Co. Cork.

Mr. Michael Lynch,
Ballyvourney, Co. Cork.

Mr. Patrick Gill,
Drumo[a?]na, Co. Leitrim.

Mr. James Connelly (aged
70) Kinlough, Co. Leitrim.
Mr. Hugh Conway, Cullen,
Co. Tipperary.

John Clifford, Derry City.
Mr. Michael Griffin, (aged
60), Cork City.
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Oct. 15th Mr. Joseph Corringham,

Dublin City.

Constabulary. None was engaged inany 1920.

attack on the police. They were murdered April 14th  Mr. James O’Loughlin,

O Dublin iy e by the police in pursuance of the official 1y, N B ernossy,
Oct. 17th  Mr. Michael O'Rourke, ~ POlicy to attempt to break by terror the Miltown-Malbay, Co. Clare.
Dublin City. movement for independence. April 14th  Mr. Thomas O'Leary,
1920 Miltown-Malbay, Co. Clare.
" : July 4th Mr. Richard Lumley, (aged
ASS"AI‘SSWATED BY "BLACK AND Sept. 8th  Mr.JohnMulvey, Galway City. y 60) Rearcross Co.yl'ip()pg.]
TAN" RECRUITS TO THE ROYAL Sept. 16th  Mr. Joseph Athy, Cranmore, juiy 4th  Mr. Michael Small
IRISH CONSTABULARY. Co. Galway. Upperchurch, Co. Tipperary.
The following were assassinated by Sept. 22nd ~ Mr. Bammon, Ennistymon, ’
"Black and Tan" recruits to the Royal Irish Co. Clare.

Constabulary who forced an entry into
their houses or murdered themin the street
in cold blood. None of them was engaged
in any way in an attack on the police.
None of them was shot during such an
attack. They were selected for assassin
ation because they were believed (often
wrongly) by the assassins to held promin-
ent positions in the Republican movement
in their districts. They were assassinated
in pursuance of official policy to attempt

to break by terror the movement for

ASSASSINATED BY THE R.I.C.
AUXILIARIES -- EX-OFFICERS OF
THE BRITISH ARMY.
The following two men were assassin-
ated by the Auxiliary Corps of ex-officers

attached to the Royal Irish Constabulary.

Republican movement for East Limerick.
He was purely a political and not a military
leader.
because he refused to disclose to the Auxil

independence:- iary Corps the whereabouts of his sons:-
1920. 1920.
Sept. 9th  Mr.James Quirke, Galway City. Sept. 22nd  Mr. John Aloysius Lynch of
Sept. 20th  Master J. Healy (aged 18), Kilmallock, Co. Limerick.
Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. (Assassinated at the Royal
Sept. 20th  Mr. Patrick Hartnett, Exchange Hotel, Dublin.)
Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick.  Sept. 16th Mr. Peter O'Carroll, (aged
Sept. 21st  Mr. James Lawless, (aged 50), Dublin City.
49), Balbriggan, Co.Dublin.
Sept. 22nd  Mr. Thomas Connole, SHOT DEAD WITHOUT
Ennistymon, Co. Clare. PROVOCATION BY ENGLISH
Sept. 22nd  Mr.Patrick J. Linnane, MILITARY AND POLICE.
Ennnistymon, Co. Clare. The following were shot dead in the
Oct. 3rd Mr. John O'Hanlon, Skagh, public streetby English military and police

Co. Galway.
any way in an attack on the police. They
were not shot during any such attack.
They were murdered in cold blood in
TAN" RECRUITS TO THE R.I.C. pursuance of the official policy to attempt
The following were shot dead by the to break by terror the movement for
"Black & Tan" recruits to the Royal Irish independence:-

SHOT DEAD WITHOUT
PROVOCATION BY THE "BLACK &

LAUNCH All Welcome

Irish Bulletin

Dail Eireann's official paper with war reports, first reprint
Volume 1, 12th July 1919 to 1st May 1920. 514pp
Aubane Historical Society lane.jack@gmail.com

Paperback €36,£30; hardback €55,£45
available at reduced price at launch

Friday, 16" November, at 8pm

Ireland Institute, 27 Pearse St., Dublin
Nora Comiskey, President, 1916-1921 Club, Hosting
Dr. Brian P. Murphy OSB, Historian, Launching
Phi"p O’Connor , Chairing Discussion

Mr. O'Carroll was assassinated
-Aug. 16th

acting together. They were notengagedin

PRISONERS MURDERED WHILE IN
THE CUSTODY OF THE
ENGLISH MILITARY.

The following innocent men were
murdered by English troops who had
arrested them without any charge named.
They were safely in the custody of the

Mr. Lynch was selected for assassinationroops when they were murdered:-
because he held a high position in the

1920.

July 18th Mr. James Burke, bayoneted
to death in cork City by English troops
who had taken him prisoner.

Mr. Patrick Clancy of
Derrygallon, Co. Cork, bayoneted to
death by English troops who had taken
him prisoner.

Aug. 27th ~ Mr. John Buckley, shot dead
by English troops who had taken him
prisoner.

Aug. 28th  Mr. &orge Walker, (cripple)
first shot and then bayoneted to death by
English troops who had taken him prisoner.

Sept. 30th Mr. John Connolly, Bandon,

Co. Cork, arrested at his residence and

taken to the Military barracks at Bandon.

On October 1st the military authorities

informed his father who went to visit

him that his son had been released. On

October 16th his dead and decomposed

body was found partially buried some

distance from the barracks. He had been
shot dead.

MURDERED IN OTHER WAYS BY THE
ENGLISH POLICE & MILITARY.
In addition to the above the following
were murdered by English Military and
police:-

1920.

Jany. 20th  Mr. Michael Darcy, Coora-
clare, Co. Clare, who was wounded by
members of the Royal Irish Constabulary
andfellinto Cooraclare river. The police
lined the banks of the river and fired
upon those who attempted to rescue him.

June 4th Master Michael Walsh,
Cappaquin, Co. Waterford, aged 131/2
years, crushed beneath a military motor
lorry driven deliberately into a peaceful
public meeting.

July 1st Miss. M. Counihane,
Limerick City, killed by "Black and Tan"
police who bombed her residence and
mortally wounded her.

Aug. 15th  Mr. Edward Paget, Limerick
City, beaten to death by a patrol of
members of the Royal Irish Constabulary



In her third study Dr. Kramer shows Press Releases
how desperately, but unsuccessfully, the
Guilds struggled to maintain their mong- McGrath Resigns As
nd polistic hold upon local trade and industry. Chairperson Of The

of Certain local authorities aided them: so eDail Technical Group
'S indeed went so far as to ignore the statytes

ger authorising discharged soldiers and sailprs ~ Deputy Finian McGrath has confirmgd

| "to set up and exercise, without let ¢r that he has stepped down as Chairpefson
molestation from any person whatsoevgr,0f the Dail Technical Group:Quite

d. such trades as they are apt and able fpr,frankly, I am completely fed-up with tge

- even though they had not for the spacg ofictions of Deputy Wallace who is d

S seven years served an apprenticeshif] tdracting people from the real politicl

€the trade” But others encouraged ouf- issues of this Country”, said McGrath

~ siders, at least so long as the interestg of "l am also appalled at the procedurgs

lers but groups of building crafts; t the whole community seemed to requ re in Dail Eireann which rules force a groyp

Lancaster the weavers, fullers and dyprsit; or, uncertain of their powers, they togk Of Independent T.D.s to have a memper

GUILDS continued

"those of the tanners or curriers a
cordwainers; of skinners and glovers;
leather-sellers, which included maksg
of different leather goods; and the lar|
companies established in the smal
communities by gathering together
the leather crafts.

"Curious mixtures sometimes resultqg
At Ipswich the metal crafts were i
discriminately jumbled with many othe
under the patronage of the tailors;
Dorchester (Dorset) fishmongers' co
pany also comprised not only the victugl-

=0

il

were combined with gardeners and s
sellers, and the barber-surgeons w

It-no action either way. At last the Guilds that the vast majority don't waniédded
erethemselves grew doubtful of the legalify the Dublin Bay North T.D.

united with the plumbers, glaziers,
saddlers, whitesmiths and cutlers. Finally
in at least two towns—Faversham a|
Wallingford—merchants and hand
craftsmenwere all gathered into one gi
Itmust have been very difficult to exerci
effective control over such groups, a
some explanation of their heterogene
nature must be sought. It is at le
feasible thathe smaller gilds could ng
be choosers, and since it was dange
to try to stand alone, they had

amalgamate with whom they could.

hd
d.
be
nd
us
st

Workers have witnessed the same
of amalgamations in the Trade Union moye-
ment over the last 40 years, with mahy
incompatible marriages of differenttrades
and skills, and an unfortune deficit in the
democratic account of super Trade Uniops.

The movement towards ‘unity’ of the
craft Guilds, of course, was neither unifofm
nor entirely harmonious. The cloth-making
Guilds, for instance, seem to have bgen
especially slow to amalgamate; while
occasionally a reverse movement is di
covered, in which Guilds previously amal-
gamated are parting company. Moreover,
while men in an expanding trade or hanfdi-
craft were forming new Guilds, othefs
(like the armourers, bowyers and fletgh-
ers), who saw signs of a definite decline,
would be eager to join hands with other
Guilds. Although they would show a unit¢d
front to non-members, such as itiner
artisans and alien merchants, the Guil
men quarrelled constantly among the
selves, and the majority were not abd
committing, for their own profit, the ver
trespasses which were the grounds of t
complaints against others.

Moreover, the whole position w3
greatly complicated by privileges, concq
sions and special exemptions grant
usually for a consideration, by authorities
from the King downwards, often in clegqr
conflict with general policy and statu
law.

e The Government.

of their attempts to exclude or coerce ngn-  Deputy McGrathalso outlined his ottg
members, for in a court of law they wefe ieasons: . )

liable to be defeated by the doctrine [of ”Wallac? s media comments
restraint of trade. Furthermore, not orfly Loy_alty —on_alty to what?
outsiders but Guildsmen began to flout €vasion? Pension Fund Scam?

Guild authority, especially in the eigh{- .'I'"_S recent remarks on the use o
eenth century. hitman".  This remark is outrageq

"Gradually, by reason of abuses, lagk for a member of the Oireachtas pa

of zeal, loss of confidence and efficieft cularly in the current crime crisis.

sanctions, the gilds' powers of seargh® Deputy Wallace agreed to withdrg
weakened and fell into misuse; while  from the Technical Group and nd
widespread failure or wilful neglect tp  wants back. He showed a com

enforce apprenticeship regulations |ack of respect to his Independg
brought masters and journeymen into colleagues.

bitter conflict. Anyone who regrets the
passing of the gilds will find the chaptdr - I TDS should be accountable to t
Dail and citizens of this state.

on “Some Last Acts of the Gilds
melancholy reading'il§id).

"Two conclusions previously reachg
by Dr. Kramer and other authorities a
reinforced; namely, that conflict was &
important force not only in the institutio
and progress ofthe English gilds, butal
in their amalgamation and subseque
decline;and that governmental hostilit
and repression had relatively little to ¢
with their final fate. Dr. Kramer's re
searches also re-emphasise the importa|
generally assigned to the competition
non-gildsmen working outside “th
liberties” as a cause of the gilds' decd
(Plummer, ibid).

(

T4

d Deputy McGrath said that he wantg
e send a strong signal of disapproval to
n public and also in the interest of
N hardworking Independent TDs, Senat
50 and Councillors.  He also said that he
Ntcontinue to make his contribution to
Technical Group and he is waiting 0
O formal written response from the Ceg
Combhairle.
'€ McGrath thanked the rest of t
? Technical group for their great supp
[ . and friendship while he was chairpers
Y He will make his final decision on h
membership after the ruling by the Ces
0- Comhairle.
e
ne

There is barely a mention of the econ
mic effects of the Reformation in thes
publications, not even reference to t

Finian McGrath TD (IND)
Dublin Bay North. 16.10. 20

d”tHistory Of The Protestant Reformatign

Sty William Cobbett (1824-26).

Y ( ) Fuel Costs:

V€  Inthe Decemberissue, attention will ihe hon 28t|f|1 A?gft Depluty M?Cfolth called fpr

/ paid to the refutation of Dr. Kramers f:laem;Z?gg Som;”%uzi""n'ésg;s_”e costs wige

heljaim that governmental hostility ang "We have Ministers going around rantifl
repression” had relatively little to do with about jobs but when an opportunity confles

S the demise of the Guilds in an article y  up to save jobs they run away".

f(; Lilian Knowles (1870-1926) of the Schogl "Thig‘ foveﬁnmentdneefdshto ?‘th) on filel

P of Economics, London, in a 1905 reviely oSt before thousands of other jobs go. pur

g \ . . people are hurting and this Governmerj is
of Kramer'sThe English Craft Gilds And whistling passed the graveyard. We feed

common sense politics to deal with e
huge issues facing our country".
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Guilds And The

The American sociologist, Dr. Stellf
Kramer, devoted a huge amount of stuplyEnglish Guilds.
tothe Guild System. She wrdthe English
Craft Gilds And The Governmeartound
1905. She also wrot&he English Craft
Gilds: Studies in their Progress an
Declinein 1927, amongst other studies g
the subject. The present writer was unal

to obtain any further information on thi . .
y traditions, took the lead in the amalga

woman but T.H. (Thomas Humphrey i t Various ¢ ;
Marshall, the British sociologist, mos ationmovement. variousforms ororgan
?non were adopted. In London and certa

noted for his essays such as the esga b hsit ble intd
collectionCitizenship And Social ClasS arge boroughs itwas possibie to maintg
several distinct Guilds of merchant

wrote the following in a review of he
book:

"{This article has been inspired by
Stella Kramer's recent bodKye English
Craft Gilds(Columbia University Press
1927), and is, infact, an inquiry intoiit. |
this, her second work on the subject, s
has dealt with the last phase, from t
middle of the sixteenth century to th
middle of the eighteenth. Her material
drawn principally from the published
records of towns and gilds, of which sh
has made so thorough an investigati
that any one who has the temerity
follow in her steps will have an unprofit
able task. To one who, some years ag
covered a fraction of the same ground

Dr. Kramer maintains that in man
places the Guild merchant had practica
’ ceased to function by the latter part of t
fourteenth century, and that the mercha
who were prominent members of su

ble ™ . .
bodies, seeking to carry on some of th

X commodities sold; buthe great majority

organisation for their pure traders"

e Thus, early in the fifteenth century
e consolidated mercers' {adealerin textile
F and merchant companies, often compr
S ing grocers, apothecaries, drapers, hak
A dashers, ironmongers and goldsmit

o tions or amalgamations also took place,
whenthe haberdashers absorbed the ha

differentiated according to the type of

i English towns encouraged but ofe

hnWere becoming common. Smallerabso'lll

0.and cappers and later joined with the
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the amalgamation movement amofgfeltmakers; but this did not necessarif§

mean complete loss of Guild identit
Very often each craft reserved the rightfjo
Y appoint from its own ranks a warden

Y watch its special interests.
he

nts
h
pir
n_
S_
10
in
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"Dr. Kramer asserts that “by the midd [
of the sixteenth century, if not indee
much earlier, amalgamated trading gil@@s
were the rule in the English commercifll
communities, and there continued
active force” (pp38,97). Neither Dr. Grog
nor Professor Unwin took this view. Th
former thought that they were not ve
numerous; the latter, that they were no
general feature of English industrig
organisation. Dr. Kramer suggests t
Dr. Gross's under-statement is due to
distinction he drew between merceff§'
companies and companies of merchal
and that Unwin's distinction betwee
companies of merchants and drap¢g
companies seems to have led to the sz
result. One imagines that the source
such differences of opinion may b
discovered in the selection of certa
small groups of gilds as typicalTlje
English Craft Gilds: Studies in thei
Progress and Declinky Stella Kramer.
Review by: Alfred PlummerThe
Economic Journal Vol. 38, No. 152
(Dec., 1928), p640-643).

"For instance, Dr. Gross discusses

5}
S_
er-
S,
as
ters

with the same object in view and arriveg
at some tentative conclusions, thp Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
temptation to use Miss Kramer's exhausg- offered special rates on other publications

ive study to test and ar"nplify those coft rish Political Review is published by
clusions is irresistible.} the IPR Group: write to—

In the above book, Dr. Kramer glves 1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road

three studies which have grown out of hgr Bray, Co. Wicklow —or

earlier researches into the relations bft- 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or
ween the Government of England and t & Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT
Guilds. Such important and interrelatefi 0" Labour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029
aspects of Guild history as the causes g C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork
significance of the amalgamations amo Subscription by Post:

the mercantile crafts and the handicrafff;12 issues: Euro-zone & World Surface: €40;
Sterling-zone: £25

the conflicts between them; and the courge ] o
and chief causes of their final decline ajje Electronic Subscription:
dealt with in considerable detail; the ma €15/ £12 for 12 issues
thesis being that hitherto historians haje (or €1.30/ £1.10 per issuc)
You can also order from:

not realised the importance and extent |pf

typical merchant companies those
Carlisle and Alnwick, while Dr. Kramer
following up her criticism of Unwin,
writes: “If conditions in Beverley and
Shrewsbury can be considered typical
those which prevailedin the other Englig
boroughs, the relations existing betwe
the drapers and the other dealers see
have been far more harmonious whefe
drapers maintained their membership
the general mercantile society.” But, whg
all is said, is it possible to place a fing@r
upon typical gilds?" (ibid).

The handicrafts soon followed th
example of the merchants. In the leatiger
industry Dr. Kramer distinguishes fo
leading kinds of craft amalgamationg,
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