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Good Friday Agreement

Irish, Poles And Czechs
Plump For German EU Leadership

In a recent tribute lecture on the contribution of the late Garret Fitzgerald to Ir
role in Europe, Brendan Halligan, of the Institute of International and European
(IIEA)—the think tank that drives Irish foreign policy—described the dramatic str
choices Irish EU and eurozone membership has entailed and continues to ent

rM,\éorking Too Well!

fairsThe working out of the Good Friday
gigreement is troubling some people. Itis
: working too well.

"... if a country elects to join [the EU] then it does so in the full knowledge that Ffance One of these troubled people is Lord
and Germany are at the core of the project and largely determine the pace and dir€ctig.@f of the Official IRA. He spoke on the
its progress, as well as the manner of its responses to political and economic chadlle

" Q%fect toa Law Conference on the moon-
as they emerge.

scape ofthe Burren, Co. Clare. According
Ireland achieved the position of a European 'insider' by the choices it made thdt pigttinelrish Timeseport (May 6), he said:
at odds with Britain, notably when it broke with Sterling and joined ERM in 1879,
supported the Intergovernmental Conference in 1985 that set the course for th singﬂﬁ:
market and monetary union, and committed to the Treaty on European Union i

"As the deal was a 'top-down, elitist’
oject, driven by leaders on both sides
199%ather than reflecting a 'thrust upward'

"Tothese could be added the decision of Taoiseach Enda Kenny at the European ouncgigm the streets, it was expected that

in December 2011 to sign up for ... the Fiscal Compact... In practical terms, the EUfozone ctarian conflict would not disappear.
will become the core of the Union, a core which will get progressively larger. 0S€ And Judge Catherine McGuinness said
outside the core will constitute a new form of Union membership as yet undefine re was far too little understanding of
Britain as its most prominent, perhaps its only, member.... but membership {@f the., - . .
Eurozone} will raise two sets of difficulties ...: a growing separation from Britain ..fan e&'semi-stifled b'ttemesihat remamed
deeper integration with the other member states affecting taxation, economic govefnagiveen the two communities inthe North.
internal affairs and external security...." She continued:

"There is, no doubt, polite middle-
class interaction, but what is really said
after those neat middle-class doors have

"Accept that the European Union is essentially a Franco/German enterprise, tHat theglosed behind people?... Peace? Perhaps.
set the direction, content and pace of the integration process, and operate accorflinglyReconciliation? Not much."

Halligan set out what he called thétzGerald Principles'for Irish policy toward
European integration, first and foremost:

Ireland should always seek to'pelitically central to the life of the Union by worki The Judge suggested that the nature of
closely with France and Germanyhd where a choice has to be made between reldtioH¥ 1998 Agreementwas causing difficulties:

|c0ntinued on iaie 2 | | continued on iaie 3|

Deserters and The Guardian In a previous effort on 12th June 2012,
McDonald had this to say:
In aGuardianpiece on 7th May 2013, McDonald quite clearly is saying that "Four and a half thousand Irishmen

titled Unionists welcome pardon for Irish all southern Irishmen who joined the  who were branded deserters for joining
who joined British army to fight Nazis British Army during WW11 were barred  Britain's struggle against Nazi Germany
Henry McDonald, th©bserver's Belfast from civil service jobs and ostracised.  are to be pardoned, the Irish government
correspondent, says: What is one to make of this? Is it simplya  announced on Tuesday.

"Thousands were barred from civil F:ase of Iazyjournal[sm; of confla’qng the "Irish justiceminister Alan Shatter told
service jobs and ostracised in the Irish 'SSU€S of the penalties for Desertion with  the rish parliament that the government
Free State after the war because they had€ generality of the experience of any  apologises for the way they were treated
joined the British armed forces, some of southern Irishmen who joined the British by Ireland after the second world war
them deserting the Irish army to sign up Army atthattime? Possibly so, exceptthis  Themen desertedfromthelrish defence
against the struggle to defeat Naziis not the first article McDonald had  forcesat atimewhen the neutral Irish
Germany." published in th&uardianon the matter. Free Statewasplayingnodirect partin

continued on page 4




to the Fiscal Compact of December 2011.
Because it was vetoed by Britain, the
Compact set the eurozone on a course of
integration outside the straightjacket of
the EU Treaties. Sikorski ensured that
Poland joined the Compact and has since
steered the state on a course towards
membership of the Euro. The whole
trajectory of Polish development towards
Germany has been watched with horror
by Timothy Garton Ash who described a
recent British-Polish Round Table:
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"Doyouwantto beleftalone ... Idon't
want to use the phrase ... at the mercy of
Germany?' To which a Polish participant
replied: 'If the UK leaves, it's not the
German demons we're afraid of—it's the
Southerners, the French demons ..." For
Poland wants to be part of a strong,
disciplined northern Europe. ... the Poles
want to seize their chance to be in the
hard core at last. And if that means being
part of a German Europe, well, so be
it."..." (Guardian,16 May 2013)
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The only country to join Britain in
opting out of the Fiscal Compact was the
Czech Republic which had followed a

HE

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: fanatically pro-British line in Europe since
Guild Amalgamations the 1990s. But in elections last year, the
Mondragon, Part 19 party of the long-dominant Thatcherite
(back page) eurosceptic President Fuchs was swept
away by the pro-European Social Demo-
Registered Employment Agreements: An Important Victory crats led by the former Communist Milos
Philip O'Connor Zeman. Recently Zeman flew the

European flag from Prague Castle along-

. - . ) side the Czech flag, something un-
with Britain and thécore”, "then decide European leaders is Poland's C“”e”timaginable under Fuchs. has affiliated the

infavour ofthe Franco Germanalliance” Foreign Minister, Radoslaw Sikorski, ~,ech Republic to the Fiscal Compact,
It must also a_Iways suppof"m(_)ves_ whq,when a young man, was part of_ the 2nd announced his intention"join the
towards gnhancmg the supra-nationality So_hdamoscmovement anq e_lfter beind ouro zone in five yeardPrague Daily
of the_ Umon_ So as to en_Iarge rather_ than eX|Ie_d in 1981 moved to Britain w_here he Monitor, 22 April 2013).
diminish national sovereigntyStrategies  studied at Oxford. He was prominent in
for a Small State in a Large UniolEA the Oxford Union and joined the radical
Lecture, 9th May 2013) Tory "Canning Club’} whose members
included David Cameron and Boris Johns-  In the ferocious ideological onslaught
PoLEs AND CZECHS FOLLOW SUIT  ton, He became an investment advisor inon the euro (and particularly on Germany)
Ireland is not alone in opting to side Poland for Rupert Murdoch and married that accompanied the global crisis, the
with German leadership of Europe. In the the anti-Communist historian and one- success of consolidating the Euro as a
1990s the countries tflew EuropeWvere  time Editor of The EconomistAnne  rules-based fiaturrency is never more
brought into the West under Anglo- Applebaum. than grudgingly acknowledged. The cur-
American hegemony. As part of thisthey  But in late 2011 Sikorski engineered a rency has more than survived and this
aligned themselves overwhelmingly with remarkable re-direction of Polish policy survivalisnolonger seriously questioned,
Thatcher's Britain which was then at the away from its British orientation. Describ- even by thd=inancial Times The Euro
high point of its campaign to end the ing Germany asthdispensable nation" has retained its role as the second reserve
"deepeningintegration of the EU and to of Europe, he said—in aspeechin Berlin— currency in the world, its value in relation
turn it instead into a pure-and-simple that Poland feared German power muchto the Dollar and Sterling, and, most
market along neo-liberal lines. A year less than German inaction in the Euro significantly, has seen four new countries
ago, before the Euro was stabilised, it wascrisis. This Polish plea more than anything join it since the start of the crisis and many
gleefully and confidently predicted in the else spurred Angela Merkel to take on theothers line up to complete accession.
Anglo-American press that th&euro  leadership role in Europe which Germany
crisis"was repelling East European coun- has exercised since. Within a month of Angela Merkel has spoken of the
tries from the eurozone integration process.Sikorski's declaration she had issued theconcessions Germany has made in weak-
In fact, developments since then haveDeauville Declaration with Sarkozy which ening its own'social market"model in
taken an exactly opposite course. was a statement of intent to break thetheinterests ofthe bigger goal of European
Typical of the new generation of East deadlock in European integration and ledintegration:

GERMAN LEADERSHIP CONCESSIONS



"... Europe was made up of differen
cultures and economies with differen
strengths. The key, she said, was fq
Europe to orient itself towards bes
practices. That meant Germany accepti
a single market for services, a commo

labour market and more compatible socia

security systems, so that Europeans cou
move from one state to the other withoy
worrying about their pensions. “We don'
always need to give up national practice
but we need to be compatible”, Merke|
said. “Itis chaos right now”...'Reuters
22.04.2013).

But since having leadership forced o
it with the watershed of the Fiscal Compag
Merkel has also spoken of the possib
benefit for the rest of Europe of some @
some features of Germany's Social Mark
economy (se&Merkel and the export of
industrial democracy'|rish Political
Review April 2013).

In similar vein she has told the G20 tha
the structural consolidation of the Eur
currency would go hand in hand with
protecting it from shocks from the globa
financial marketsfrankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung,14.06.2012).

As Germany gets more confident in it
leadership role in Europe, we hope we c3
expect it to re-assert the qualities of it

social market economy as the eurozonearea of social activity to impact on the wider economy. Later in his article he sa

norm.
Philip O'Connor
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Id  paul Krugman wrote a very interesting piece cafled The Case For Austerity Has

t Crumbledin the New York Review Of Bogki® which he appears to deal with the

tsausterity argument quite comprehensively. However, I'm left with a slight feeling of

| unease as, beyond his critique of Austerian economics, he fails to address the wider issu
of the relationship between Government borrowing as a percentage of GDP and the
growth of credit. He seems to brush up against it without looking at it in the facg. For
instance he admits that there was a housing bubble on both sides of the Atlantic and tha

n in fact he saw it coming but he doesn't see any relationship between that housing bubbl

t, the proliferation of cheap credit and Government borrowing.

etfor the wider economy and in particular in the area of credit provision. Gover
borrowing must have an impact on the cost of credit at least in the modern wg

rld. In
classic economic terms this would not be an issue as Governments were assumed to

ation.
ability
dit card

ableto influence credit provision through their control of money via currency circul
it But money now assumes a variety of forms, the most pernicious of which is the
b of private banks to generate it on an unprecedented scale via private loans, cre
and mortgages.

In such circumstances, if Government borrowing has the effect of sustaining a
level of domestic demand, that demand ultimately manifests itself in terms of indi
income and spending. When banks then tap into that level of individual income, a

5 proceed to amplify it through offering multiples of itin terms of credit provision, the
analready exists for an inevitable bubble. A bubble in this sense can only be a p
s bubble because it is the one point where the pressure can build up across a widg

certain
vidual
nd then
Dasis
roperty
> enou
ys:

us can
low

"As many observers have noted, the turn away from fiscal and monetary stimu
be interpreted, if you like, as giving creditors priority over workers. Inflation and

Working Too Well!
continued
"The carefully choreographed arrange

ments of the Stormont political structurg
ensure that every issue is considered

rnment
ases th

interest rates are bad for creditors even if they promote job creation; slashing gove
deficits in the face of mass unemployment may deepen a depression, but it incre
certainty of bondholders that they’ll be repaid in full.”

al and
mulus
ure to

But, on the other hand it cannot be denied that in modern economies fisg
- monetary stimulus (or, if you like, Government borrowing) can also provide the sti
» for excessive credit provision—you can't have one without the other. Itis his fai
indeal with this that bothers me.

the framework of divided identity..."

Eamon Dyas

There is nddivided identity'how, and
there never was. That is, there is n

schizophrenia. The Six Counties is one of
the sanest placesin the world. The 'North-
ern Ireland' political structure imposed on

which gave a strong mandate for therefused to concede independence to the
establishment of independent governmentrest of the country.

in Ireland.

(o]

Six months after Northern Ireland was
In 1921 Westminster Partitioned Ire- set up, Westminster made a deal with a

it ninety years ago by Westminster— jand. It legislated to set up two devolved section of Sinn Fein (but not with the
imposed on two peoples who were t war Governments under British sovereignty. Dail), that is called a Treaty but wasn't,

with one another—ensured thatentity"

It knew very well that the 26 Counties, whereby a Dominion state was established

remained clear and definite in each of which had set up its own independentin place ofthe Republic in the 26 Counties.
them. Tricky questions asked for mani- Governmentin defiance of British military The Treatyite section of Sinn Fein was
pulative political purposes by the State ryle, would refuse to become the devolvedpersuaded to agree to that arrangement,
might elicit tricky answers, but that did Government of Southern Ireland and thatand to make war on their colleagues who
not cause people to forget who they were.only the Six County devolution would be didn't, by an informal understanding with
functional. Whitehall that Northern Ireland would be

The two peoples were at war with each o __ eroded by a Boundary Commission to a
other when the Bill to set up Northern ~ The Ulster Unionist refusal to partici- int where it would cease to be viable.

Ireland was introduced at Westminster in pate in any form of all-Ireland politics— The Irish Government (foolishly) expected
1920. But they were at war with each under Westminster sovereignty or not— pat the Commission would transfer
other as components of the general Anglo-had been used as a debating point againqiermanagh, Tyrone and South Armagh to
Irish War, that resulted from the refusal of Sinn Fein as against the Home Rule Partyy,o gouth.

the Westminster Parliament to heed thebefore it. But, when the 'Ulster' objection

result of the 1918 Election in Ireland, was removed by Partition, Britain still The Treatyite Provisional Government,
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established on British authority, made Limbo-land of Northern Ireland mug

war in Northern Ireland in 1922, to ward exist—and the power that establisheg

off the danger of it settling down. White- insists that it must—its present form, whi

hall was most understanding.
objectionable, is what makes it toleral

The Northern nationalist community and viable for the time being.

was urged by the Treatyite Governmentin

Dublin to have no truck with the new  The 1998 arrangement was, of cour

devolved Government in the North. elitist in purpose. The intention was

Dublin undertook to fund its schools, and establish unrepresentative middle class

generally facilitate itin living autonomous- groups in authority under it. But Lon
ly beyond the Northern Ireland structures. Trimble, advised by Lord Bew, made
mess of his side of it, and undermined

The war in the Six Counties was at its chances of the SDLP in the process. A
most intense during the first half of 1922. thenthere actually was armpward thrust"
But Whitehall had arranged that it was no from the streets, displacing the i
longer a segment of the general Anglo-competent elitists to the marginal e
Irish War, but was a little war on its own, tremes, and enabling the new arrangenm
at least in superficial appearance. to work.

Then in July 1922 Whitehall ordered  Let's forget about Lord Bew, who live
its Provisional Government in Dublin— in some kind of Marxist-Leninist/Stickig
whoseade factgpower came entirely from Jackson Society fantasy, and imagir

Judge McGuinness and Lord Bew fipd

" Deserters
hh continued

the battle against the Third Reich.

le "In August 1945, the government
summarily dismissed soldiers who had
absented themselves during the war and

ke, disqualified them for seven years from

o holding employment or office

remunerated from the state's central fund.
"It is estimated that about 100 of them

d may still be alive..."

a
he No conflation here—this earlier article

ndclearly sets out that the penalties only
applied to those who deserted the Irish

h- Army.

x- So why the inaccuracy in the later

ené@rticle? One could be forgiven for specul-
ating that there is a political agenda
operating here, one which fits neatly with

s the historical revisionist agenda in the
Republic, to paint De Valera and the Irish

esState as essentially pro fascistin orientation

the 'Treaty'—to make war on the Anti- that the war was about religion and that during WW11. Why might this be import-

Treatyites, with the threat that if it did not the peace is a result of the decline
do so promptly the British Army—which religion—as he suggested at the Bur
had not gone away—would become activeConference. But surely Judge McGu
again. ness should know better.

ofant? Of course it helps vindicates Union-
enism in its opposition to and contempt for
n- the state established in Ireland in opposi-
tion to British Imperial power.
Joe Moylan

With 'Civil War' erupting in the South, The "semi-stifled bitterness'ls a
the Treatyite War in the North collapsed. phenomenon of the Unionist commun
And the nationalist community was left at and'Constitutional nationalistélements
the mercy of the devolved authority, which in the nationalist community who car
was given a free hand by the sovereignbear the thought that it is tHenen of
power to deal with it. violence'who have brought about som

thing like a constitutional structure in t

That was how Westminster provided proper sense, and know how to work i
for"good governmenth the Six Counties
after Partition. The Unionists chose the system
community conflict when they might hay

Ireland was divided. Part of it was insisted that the region be an integral g
retained within the British state—but it ofthe body politic of the state. They chg

was excluded from the political life of the badly, and if they don’ like the outconje in 1939-45 declared neutrality (as did

British state. Northern Ireland, excluded they'll have to lump it.

from the politics of the state, had no

political life. The Unionistswererequired  If, at Partition, Westminster had simp|
to return a clear majority at each electionkept the North within the political life o
to ensure that they remaintmbnnected” the state, itis very probable that confus

with the British state, and they had to "identities" would have evolved. British majority of the population—was {o

police the nationalist third of the popula- politics is very good at that sort of thin
tion, which had no access to the democratidBut Westminster chose instead to estab
opportunities of the politics of the state. a bizarre political structure which cou
only preserve the relationship of antagg
ism between communities on which

The nationalist community lived its :
was imposed.

own life to the greatest possible extent.

i 2
What else was there for it to do~ The Good Friday re-arrangeme

acknowledged that reality but equalis
the relationship. It works because
provides a level playing field.

By what system of brainwashing do
dge McGuinness thirfidentities"can
be altered against the grain of existi

Lacking internal possibilities of deve-
lopment, itis not surprising that the system
led to war. War eventually led to a drastic
alteration which established a relationshipJu
of substantive equality between the two

ty Letter published in Irish Examiner ,
11th May 2013

t . .

Irish neutrality was noble;
e- not all our soldiers were
e

. d

Minister for Defence Alan Shatter sg
Irish war-time neutrality was'atatemen
of of moral bankruptcy".

e
art That is a precondition for the State]
se pardon deserters. Most countries in Eur|

to

bpe

he

US) and only became involved in the
conflict when they were attacked.

y

f De Valera's achievement—suppor

edby all parties, the trade unions and

ed
the

bN
ter

). maintain neutrality, despite invasi
isithreats. This was noble. Minister Sha
d said these men desertid fight Hitler".
n-But many were sent to the fight the
it Japanese. Others were sent to the colony
garrisons, including India, where Ghandi
and independence leaders were jailed.
ht Othersdeserted and never joined any afmy.
bd Many 'served' with the British beyond
it 1945 and participated in their brutal
operations in Greece, Burma, Kenya,
bs Malaya, Palestine and elsewhere. Is|the
pardon condoning those imperjal
hg operations?

communities, effectively negating the

o 5
majority status of the majority. If the political arangements? [ |

Philip O'Connor




Get Adams!

'‘Get Adams'anybody!
And put those Northerners back where
they belong, to stew in the mess they were

“Two Sinn Fein colleagues of yours,  But O'Callaghan interrupted this valid
Martin Ferris and Dessie Ellis, were in grgument with the hysterical assertion:
Portlaoise when Brian Stack was there... »vq, were in the IRAI'And thus reset the

and you're still colleagues and friends of . . .
theirg. And in his autc?biography, Martin course of the interview to the required

Ferris spoke about Brian Stack being a 29enda ofGet Adam's

very vindictive individual. To the Stack . )

family it looked like in some way hewas ~ Adams said that, if people were truly
trying to justify his murder. Like there's interested in what happened to all these
no way you couldn't have heard of Brian people, they should support his call for an

placed in, between 1921 and 1925.
That is the only sense that can be made

of what is going on with regard to the Sinn

Fein Leader in Ireland for a while now.

Miriam O'Callaghan's interview with prisonerswere killed and seriously injured
the Gerry Adams on RTEBrimetime inthe jails, and about the activities of the
was another episode in the generalHeavy Gang—before he was cut off by O’
campaign téGet Adams'In the course of ~ Callaghan demanding to know what had
the TV interrogation by O' Callaghan she happened to Stack. Adams complained:
challenged the Sinn Fein Leader with a
series of unfounded allegations based on
mere speculation and hearsay. These
allegations can be described as unfounded
because, despite them being continually
asserted by the media, nobody has pro-
duced a shred of evidence to support them.
Adams has never been arrested and
charged with anything over the course of
the War, and yet he was expected to prove
his innocence with regard to them by
O'Callaghan.

O'Callaghan refused to take the ab-
sence of convictions, or the non-existence et X
of evidence, as being of any significance. (€re was &cruel regime in Portlaoisels
It seems that something can be described'©b by any stretch of the imagination, a
as ‘widely believed', simply because thejusuﬂcathnforth.e killing of Brian Stack.
media continually asserts it; whereupon, '€ Sinn Fein leader then made a
given imprimatu by, for example, the pertinent point: why were current members
families of victims who have been fe
information by the mediain the first place,
this is now enough to warrant a show-trial.

Stack's murder."

Adams then attempted to explain why

"Well, if you let me finish my point,
then you might know, but if you keep
interrupting me, nobody will know. A
mark of our interviews over a number of

while I'm trying to elaborate on a point."”

O'Callaghan persisted:

"But you were talking to me about the
cruel regime in Portlaoise, which almost
sounds—and I'm not saying you're saying
this—which almost sounds like you'd be
justifying the murder of Brian Stack."

It hardly matters that pointing out that

what they knew about the killings of
Seamus Costello and Larry White (IRSP),
since they had been leaders in the Official

~ Intheinterview O'Callaghanraised the penblican movement at the time of the
issue of the killings of Garda Sam Doneganyjiings by the IRA of Gardiner Street (the
in 1972 and Prison Officer Brian Stack in Officials).

1983. She put it to Adams that, because gyt o that point the interview movied

"hewas a seni?r leader of the Republic"an abruptly onto the case of the 1991 death o
movementand‘the IRA had killed them” 141 jiver in the Cooley mountains. O'

, he would know who was responsible. cgjlaghan suddenly asserted that it was

Here is a sample of her accusations: "widely believed'that"you were on the

“I'm saying to you, can you after all courtofappealthatdecided onthe killing.
these years apologise? Because you're A rather astonished Adams replied to
almostsitting there like you knew nothing  this very serious accusatiofWhat are
about anything _that happened within the your sources?'To which O'Callaghan
republican family—and nobody really .y o answer because she, presumabl
believes that.

had none.

Adams said”l would like you to be After being rebuffed by this reply,
fair. | know nothing about these killings", O'Callaghan said in exasperatidtio
and made the point that he did not knowyou really not know?"
everything thatwent on during the conflict.
He did not know whether the IRA had
killed them or not, saying that other
Republican groupings like the INLA or
Official IRA or Saor Eire, could possibly
have been responsible, for instance.

Adams made the point that there were

which O'Callaghan was focussing on and
responsibility for these deaths lay much
wider:"Look at all the people in the North
who were abandoned by the British and
But O'Callaghan was having none of it: Irish governments..."

independentinternational body to investig-
ate thesélegacy issues"But, he pointed

the prison regime was indeed cruel, howOut, neither the Irish nor the British

Government was showing any interest in
this. They were opposing the means to
establish them.

(It can only be assumed that this is
because the Governments are more inter-
ested in leaving these questions open, so
that they can be employed in the media
campaign téGet Adams'rather than find
out the truth about them.)

decades has been perpetual interruptions

Eoghan Harris was, of course, thrilled
by the attempted show-trial of Adams and
wrote in hisSunday Independeatlumn
praising O'Callaghan:

"Mostinterviewers succumb to Adam-
speak after a short struggle, like peasant
villagers caughtin the path of a mudslide.
But not Miriam O'Callaghan. Last
Monday, she gave a masterclass on how
to stay alert, cut through Adamspeak,
and insist on an answer—even if the
answer was only in the body language of
Adams" (5.5.13)

Not being an expert divody language"

d ofthe Irish Government never asked about! cannot comment on this. | am sure that the

meaning of body language is very much
dependentonthe perspective of the observer.
But | have never heard of it being cited as
evidence or to prove a fact.

Harris is not alone. It is a certainty that
the Southern media is out'teet Adams'

tJts various branches are even beginning to

embrace the 'cleaned up' and de-toxified
Fianna Fail because Michael Martin

constantly attacks Sinn Fein—and they
believe that Fianna Fail is the only effective
antidote to the spread of republicanism in
the South. If Fianna Fail has a purpose
now, making it worth a resurrection, it is

to 'Stop Sinn Fein'

Y: 'Get Adamshas become an obsession.

One istempted to say, 'national obsession'
but that would be false because there is
nothing 'national’ about the Irish media. It
is divided between a British-owned part
and a wannabe-British part.

many more deaths in the North than those Even though the Southern Establish-

ment have an inkling that they are playing
with fire and fear the consequences of
what they are doing in the North, they do
not seemto be able to stop themselves. On
22nd April, the front page leadTie Irish
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Timeswas:"Warning—Release of Tapes precisely the opposite is the case.
could jeopardise the Peace Process" What is entirely a media construct is

BosTon TaPES
The O'Callaghan interview s linked, of

referring to remarks by Ed Moloney that | therefore imagined by the shapers of publiccourse, to the main assault on Adams

shall deal with later. opinion to be capable, if it is said often Which has centred on the Boston Tapes

Presumably the fear in Dublin is that enough, by enough people in the media, oféPisode. Here is some wishful thinking
Sinn Fein is gaining traction in the South generating avidely-believedhotion that ~ fom theBelfast Telegrapfof 2nd May -
and this is the context for the new-found will constitute the accepted truth and then IZF(Q) i?ezg?;ggiiﬁng:&%lgg\ilIteaggz;ch
love of Fianna Fail from the media that influence things—just like thavidely-

slaughtered them a few years ago. Onebelievedalegations ofwar crimes'that may bring about Gerry Adams'downfall
example of this is summed up in the are being levelled against Adams.
headline?Soldiers of Destiny emerge from
shadow of annihilation and look to a
brighter future"by Arthur Beesley (IT

26.4.13). ! _
is not usually worth reading, but one could

The latest Martin attack on Republicans not help being struck by her headline on
was at Arbour Hill:"Martin claims SF 15th April, when she was covering the
and Provisional Movement sullied the Sinn Fein Ard Fheis'Another Birthday
name of Republicanism”. This was the for Sinn Fein's most glorious leader and
headline inThe Irish Timesabove the perpetual president'She did her best to
following: portray Adams as some sort of totalitarian

Miriam Lord, who writes waspish
ironic pieces in thérish Times has also

"Mr Martin asserted that if people |eader so loved by the 'lesser breeds'

wanted to know where the men and jnhabiting the non-British world:
women of 1916 would have stood in later
years, they would find out by looking at
what they did: taking the route of
constitutional republicanism™ (22.4.13)

"Heis atotemic figure within the party.
The analysts and observers who pro-
nounce that the Sinn Féin leader is a
politician past his sell-by-date and out of
But surely that-“taking the route of touch with the modern ways of a voter-
constitutional republicanism~is what
Gerry is actually being damned for by
Martin's partners in th&et Adamgoalition:
Which only goes to show the multi-

dimensional character of the campaign.

thoughts had they witnessed the un-
diminished allure of Adams to the enthus-
iastic crowd in Castlebar... central to it
all was Adams, the Perpetual Leader.
Together with veterans Martin Mc

Guinness and Gerry Kelly, he provided
the steady gravitational force around
which everything else revolved. They
were just there, a compelling presence,
proving the anchor for all the activity.

Without them, one suspected, the Sinn
Féin Ard Fheis would have been just as

NEw LEADER?
Another aspect of this is the attempt to
create the impression that Sinn Fein's
political prospects are hindered in the
South by their Northern Leader. Tom Kelly
wrote as follows in thérish Newsin an

joined the campaign to 'Get Adams'. She

schmoozing party might have had second

article headetRecent past impedes plan
on shared future

"The Castro-like reluctance of Gerry
Adams to relinquish his crown is ham-

jaded as all the other conferences from all
the other parties. Without them it would
have been justanother exercisein political
marketing. With them, it's still about the
Struggle.”

pering Sinn Fein's political advancement,

North and South. Adams wantstoremain  In part Kelly's and Lord's contributions

a puppeteer pulling the strings of his own are recognition of the importance of Adams
ministers from Connolly house. If you and the Sinn Fein leadership—which
live in Louth and voted for El Presidente ~qonducted an orderly retreat from the
Adams you would have a right to feel 1ayiefield to maintain the struggle at the
short-changed as he is more often in thepoIiticaI level. But it is also part of a

Q:g&ltiilkgﬁ 6,3?? ,l:\tdt;r?]ch\:\:H:)tgﬁ/\r/]a;hse continuing attempt to shift Adams from

seems like a man of much self regard putthe Presidency of Sinn Fein to render the

of little self-awareness, is the elephantin Mmovement  manageable by the

the Sinn Fein living room" (IN 5.5.13).  Establishment.
This is another element of th&et Itwas noticeable thatin the O'Callaghan

"The Irish government is understood
to be concerned that the release of the
tapes could destabilise the peace process
in Northern Ireland and the power-sharing
government.

"The pressure is mounting on Sinn
Fein president Gerry Adams, after one of
the interviewers at the centre of the
Northern Ireland's Troubles project,
predicted it could bring about the
politician's downfall.

"A spokeswoman for the PSNI said:
“We are making plans to take possession
of the material and proceed with our
inquiry.”

"The discussions with republican and
loyalist paramilitaries formed part of an
oral history of the Troubles.

"Ex-IRA member Dolores Price, now
dead, was one of the interviewees, and it
is claimed she discussed the dis-
appearance of Belfast mother-of-10 Jean
McConville. Authorities investigating Ms
McConville's disappearance had called
for the US government to subpoena the
documents, invoking a treaty between
Britain and the USA. The Republic's
department of foreign affairs and the
Irish Embassy are monitoring the matter.

"But an Irish government source said
the coalition government was worried
about what way the tapes would be made
public. “We'd have a concern about what
might happen when they are released”, a
source said.

"Former IRA prisoner Anthony Mc
Intyre and journalist Ed Moloney, who
compiled the interviews, had appealed to
halt the release of the interviews with the
late Ms Price to the PSNI. But their
appeal was rejected when the US Supreme
Court declined to hear it. It is believed
Ms Price, who died in January and had
been a vocal critic of Sinn Fein for
accepting the Good Friday Agreement,
may have implicated Mr Adams in the
McConville killing. Mr Adams has
continuously denied membership of the
IRA and any involvement in the mother's
abduction and killing.

"The Sinn Fein president has insisted
both former IRA member Brendan
Hughes and the late Ms Price “were telling

Adams'campaign. It involves trying to interview her very last assertion wagou
work up an antagonism towards the SinnDO realise, don't you that for Sinn Fein tp
Fein Leader to get him replaced by ever getinto government in the Republi
somebody from the South, whois expectedYOU will have to cease being Leader!"
to be less substantial and less politically ~O'Callaghan gave no reason for th
skilful. It is the weirdest thing. There is bolt out of the blue and she did not sg
not the slightest suggestion that there iswho was insisting on this or why. Adam
any part of the Republican movement or sensibly replied that this was a questign
the Northern Catholic community gene- for the democracy and not her or any oth
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lies” when they claimed he was res-
ponsible for Mrs McConville's dis-
appearance. In a heated interview with
Miriam O'Callaghan on RTE's 'Prime
Time', Mr Adams insisted they were both
people who had gone on in their lives to
become “opponents”, felt he had 'sold
out' and allied themselves with “various
so-called dissident groups”.

"Mr (Ed) Moloney said that the contents
of some of the interviews could bring
about the downfall of Mr Adams.

"“With Gerry Adams will also fall the
peace process”, he stated.”

The campaign t@et Adamds getting
so dirty that it resulted in the originators of
the quest quarrelling with some upstartsin
it at thelrish News—rather in the way
bounty hunters would fight over the man
with the price on his head.

This curious incident happened after
anlrish Newsjournalist, Allison Morris,
interviewed Dolours Price while she was
undergoing psychiatric care at St Patrick's
Hospital, Dublin. After objections to
publication from the Price family, the
management ofhe Irish Newsigreed to
a'restrained' version of the story appearing,
without direct quotes from Ms Price.
However, after a fuller account appeared
in The Sunday LifeMoloney alleged that
Morris had given her story to her former
Andersonstown Newsplleague, Ciaran
Barnes, who then published an un-
restrained account based on the tapes that
Ms Morris had made. After this a cartoon
depicting Morris in a PSNI uniform
appeared on Anthony Mcintyre's blog
The Pensive QuillThe outcome was that
Irish Newslawyers put pressure on Mc
Intyre to remove the cartoon. Then a 6-
month National Union of Journalists
suspension was served on him. (A partial
Irish Newsaccount of this peculiarincident
appeared on 28th March 2018UJ ban
for Boston College researchgr'

Ciaran Barnes apparently claimed that
he got hisinformation, notfrom the Morris
Tapes but from the Boston Tapes. Moloney
then suggested that Barnes could not have
listened to the Boston Tapes because as—

"I have attested in an affidavit... she
never once mentioned the Jean Mc
Conville case nor her alleged part in that
woman's disappearance in her interview
with Anthony Mcintyre." (From Ed
Moloney's blog,The Broken Elbow
28.3.13)

ButMoloney's attempt to expose Barnes
exposed something else of much greater
significance that appeared in Moloney's
Affidavit. Danny Morrison pointed this
out on his blog'Explain Ed):

"Ed Moloney has some explaining to
do. In his affidavit to a Belfast Court two
weeks ago he stated categorically that
Dolours Price in her interviews with

Anthony Mcintyre for Boston College's
'‘Belfast Project’' does “not once mention
the name Jean McConville... nor that she
received orders to disappear people from
Gerry Adams or any other IRA figure.”

"It only took him two years and seven
months to correct a perception that he
and Mcintyre by their silence had
perpetuated and fostered, fuelling dozens
of newspaper features and television and
radio programmes. Not that his affidavit
was intended to do Adams any favours. It
was just one more desperate attempt to
win over a court, in this case in Belfast, to
help prevent the repatriation of the worst
oral archive project in the history of the
world.

"Moloney and Mclintyre's incredulous
defence before courts in the US and
Belfast has several strands: their ‘concern'
for Mclntyre's safety; their ‘concern’ for
the peace process and for those republican
architects of it whom their interviewees
have incriminated; and their ‘concern’ for
the damage done to oral history projects
and academic research.

"On all counts they have no defence.
"Mclintyre baits mainstream repub-
licans almost daily in his statements and
writings, indicating that he does not
consider them a threat (which was why
his court submission in Belfast read so
tongue-in-cheek). Mcintyre considers the
Belfast Agreement a sell-out, and
Moloney's 'Voices From The Grave',
interpreted by most reviewers as a major
attack on Adams, showed no concern for
the effect his allegations against Adams

would have on the peace process.

"With regard to the oral history project
and the duty of care they had towards
interviewees, Moloney and Mclintyre
were warned by Boston College thateach
interviewee of the project was to be given
a contract guaranteeing confidentiality
"to the extent that American law allows”.

"Dolours Price's 2010 interview with
the 'Irish News', followed a month later
by Ed Moloney's publication of "Voices
From The Grave', followed by his tele-
vision documentary based on the same
book, each played a partin provoking the
two subpoenas in the USA from British
authorities seeking the tapes as potential
evidence in prosecutions.

"Rather than accept that he has been
hoist on his own petard he has gone to
extraordinary lengths to blame the 'Irish
News' and the 'Sunday Life' newspapers
for publishing an interview with Dolours
Price in 2010 in which she made alleg-
ations against Gerry Adams, the same
allegations that Moloney published about
Adams in his book. The fact is that Ed
Moloney would have no concern for the
peace process and would have had no
hesitation in publishing Dolours Price's
allegations or those of other interviewees
in 'Voices From The Grave I, lll & IV
etc' had Dolours Price or other inter-
viewees died.

"Infact, implicitin a letter from Boston
College librarian Justine Sundaram to

me is that Moloney has exclusive rights
to publication of the tapes. But how dare
anyone else publish interviews with his
pets while they are alive! Particularly, if
their interviews cover the subjects
contained in the Boston College archive!

"Here is how Ed Moloney recently
depicted Dolours Price at the time she
was interviewed in February 2010 by
Allison Morris of the 'Irish News': “When
Dolours Price's family heard that she had
given an interview to Allison Morris they
were alarmed. She had a history of
psychiatric problems and substance
abuse. She has been diagnosed with
PTSD, had been hospitalized repeatedly
and was taking strong psychotropic drugs.
Indeed on the day she spoke to Morris she
was on day leave from St Patrick's
Psychiatric Hospital in Dublin. Her family
believed that in her mental state, and
because of her anger over Gerry Adams'
disavowal of the IRA, she was capable of
saying literally anything and getting
herself into undeserved trouble.”

"Yet, two weeks after the Morris
interview, Moloney flies in from New
York and he himself interviews her! But
why? What was he doing interviewing a
person he considered to be a seriously ill
woman? Surely, Anthony Mclintyre's ten
or eleven interviews with her were
adequate and comprehensive? Had
Moloney done follow-up interviews with
others in the project or was she the only
one? Again, if so, then why?

"When Dolours Price was interviewed
in the Irish and US media... (Moloney
indelicately described her as going “on
the rampage”), she was adamant that
what she was saying in these interviews
she had said in interview for the Boston
College Belfast Project, thus undermining
Moloney and Mclintyre's attempts to
blame the 'lrish News' for the mess
(instead of themselves for initiating the
project) but also potentially calling into
guestion Moloney's affidavit in which he
stated that she did not make these alleg-
ations against Adams in her interviews
with Mclintyre.

"However, this can be squared. When
Moloney read the 'lIrish News' interview
in 2010 did he discover that it had lurid
details that were not in Mcintyre's
interview? Was that what motivated him
to come and re-interview Dolours Price
so that he would have Adams being
damned again? And if that is the case
then doesn't it once again expose the
main motive of this project as being 'Get
Adams'?

"I believe Moloney when he says in his
affidavit that in her interview with
Mcintyre Price does "not once mention
the name Jean McConville... northat she
received orders to disappear people from
Gerry Adams or any other IRA figure."

"The big question for Moloney now is
this: can he say about his interview with
Dolours Price what he was prepared to
say under oath about the Dolours Price
interview that was carried out by
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Mcintyre: namely, that she does not
mention Adams or Jean McConville?
"Or was Adams what it was all about

o
from Day One —and thatis saying something when talk-

. o
As regards th&ish Newsmore recent ing about the media:

participationinth&et Adamsampaign: The War is over but the British intention
the paper has been pursuing its ownseemsto be toresurrect particular incidents
relentles$Get Adamsigenda, presumably  in it to undermine the Republican leader-
on behalf ofide et Patria(in its present  ship which successfully brought about the
day manifestations of the Catholic Hier- successful transition from War to politics.
archyandthe SDLP. Sinn Fein has crossed A wide range of forces seem to be
the Bishops in its blocking of a Pro-Life inyolved inthisincluding Whitehallitself,
amendment at Stormont). branches of the security services, the
Lately,The Irish Newsas been trying  Unionist Party, the SDLFFhe Irish News
to position itself as 'the real opposition"in the British media (from th®aily Tele-
‘Northern Ireland’, presumably becausegraphto theGuardian), Fine Gael, Fianna
the SDLP has become politically impotent Fail and Republican dissidents of various
and the Northern Catholic Hierarchy has kinds—all sharing the intention of pinning
lost the clout of its crozier. It is annoyed something on Gerry Adams, Martin
that Sinn Fein has established a functionalyicGuinness etc. that would shred the
relationship with the DUP and works away functional arrangementarrived at between
atundermining this by publishing awelter Sjnn Fein and the DUP.
of criticism of the First Minister/Deputy
First Minister for not being able to do  The Boston College Tapes, arranged
things they have no power to do and for by Professor Bew in conjunction with his
doing other things that are very worth- pPhD pupil, Anthony Mclintyre, and Ed
while, like journeying to the USto encour- Moloney himself, have formed the centre-
age investment in the province, but piece of the campaign.
travelling business class and staying in  This campaign, aimed at undermining
good hotels! the authority of the Sinn Fein Leader is, of
course, part of the general attack on the
There has also been a constant stream ggg Agreement that has been recently
of various Prod-bashing stories e  45ining momentum from various quarters.
Irish Newsvhich havelittle purpose except ™ hg jnterviews Ed Moloney conducted
thatof exciting passions. These seemt0 b&,ith disgruntled republicans formed the
aimed at rg-lgn|tlng the flag dispute, which basis of his book Secret History Of The
was effectively defused by the DUP and | a published in 2007. The publication
SF, presumably so that conflict can be ot this book was a major event in the

engendered between the two parties, SQytempt to fit-up Gerry Adams. A reading
that the two heads of the Executive can beof the reviews of Moloney's book that

depicted to be at loggerheads. Anthony Mclintyre published on his

¢ website, The Blanket in 2007 is
enlightening about the origins of this

Such is the bitter Hibernian state o
mind that clings on at tHeish Newsand
that refuses to acknowledge how the
Provos have transformed the general
Catholic position in the North from that of
self-pity to self-respect. Moloney's efforts he stated:

"Allegations of previous involvement

Another example of thiswas the report- war crime, no matter how distant in

ing of the Liam Adams Trial. When Gerry
Adams's brother was up in court on rape
charges against his daughter, muchtod
Irish Newsinterest was concentrated on
the Sinn Fein Leader rather than the
accused in the dock. Interest centred on  Tphe objective of theGet Adams'
trying to catch Gerry Adams out by airing campaign, that has been taken up by

the defence accusation that the Sinn Feinyiqe variety of political interests in Ireland,

Leader had lied about his brother con-jg nretty much summed upin that sentence
fessing his crime to him; or alternatively, gt jtg origin.

if this was the case and Liam Adams had

confessed, making the suggestion that With regard to the reviews assembled
Gerry Adams covered up knowledge of by Mcintyre, firstupis Jim Cusack, secur-
his brother's activities. Damned if you ity correspondent of th&unday Inde-
did, Gerry, damned if you didn't... pendentSir Anthony O'Reilly's paper at

when situated in an ever growing
discourse of human rights."

It seems that Gerry Adams had thethe time.
distinction of being the first man to be 'Exposing Adams' secrets to the light of
more of atargetthan an alleged paedophileday’ It says:

Cusack's article is entitled:

"If we are to believe Gerry Adams, he
has been a leading republican for 30
years but never amember of the IRA and
has never had hand, act or partin any act
of IRA terrorism... the main controversy
over the book is its contention that Gerry
Adams was the man in charge of the IRA
in west Belfast when it kidnapped,
murdered and secretly buried Jean
McConville, and thathe was alsoin charge
of the IRA in Belfast on Bloody Friday.

"These are not really contentious issues
inthe North, where much of this is known
or has been suspected for decades. The
issues have only become contentious
because Adams and his party have been
engaged in a comprehensive campaign
of historical revisionism, casting them-
selves as guilty only of a love of Ireland
and a passionate pursuit of peace and
justice...

"Questions remain over Adams's role
as commander of the west Belfast IRA in
events such as Bloody Friday and the
murder of Jean McConville. A Secret
History of the IRA, unfortunately, does
not offer conclusive proof on eitherissue.
Bloody Friday was one of the most
exceptionally vicious acts of terrorism
perpetrated in a period when the IRA
really surpassed itself for evil deeds.
Before it came the Abercorn restaurant
attack, in which an IRA bomb exploded
among women shoppers, and a series of
no-warning car bombs in Belfast and
other towns. The intention was to subject
an entire population to pure terror. Bloody
Friday, when 20 bombs were detonated
almost simultaneously in the city centre
causing mayhem and terror on a huge
scale, ranks alongside some of the vilest
acts of 20th-century terrorism. Children,
women and the elderly were the main
victims in a day of truly awful horror."

The important factual sentence in

developing political and media obsession. Cusack's spray-job on Adams'é Secret
In an editorial on the collection of History of the IRA, unfortunately, does

reviews Mclintyre assembled in praise of hot offer conclusive proof on eitherissue”
(Bloody Friday and the murder of Jean
McConville). But, despite this, Adams'

name is associated by the Security
time, will cause serious concern for any Correspondents with a whole range of
politician with the slightest awareness of bloody incidents for which there no

the pitfalls of public perception, especially "conclusive proof,'only hearsay.

Next up is Professor Henry Patterson,

former Official Republican, adviser to
Trimble, and Unionist academic. The
%rticle 'How Clever Was Adams?", in
which the answer is too clever by half, is
republished fromFortnight Magazine,
October, 2007:

"There are numerous references to the
widespread suspicions in republican
circles, particularly in Tyrone, that crucial
operations were betrayed by one or more
high-levelinformers. However, Moloney



provides no evidence to link the existence
of such spies to Mr Adams and in the case
of Loughgall admits that 'glaring mistakes'
in the planning of the operation may well
have alerted the security to forces. However
he does emphasis the degree to which such
botched or betrayed operations greatly
assisted the progress of Adams' pursuit of
his 'secret peace process' with the London
and Dublin governments.”

The important sentence in this review
is: "However, Moloney provides no evid-
ence to link the existence of such spies to
Mr Adams...'Butdespite this a connection
has to be made by Patterson to implicate
the Republican Leader in shady dealings
with the Brits:"However he (Moloney)
does emphasis the degree to which such
botched or betrayed operations greatly
assisted the progress of Adams' pursuit of
his 'secret peace process' with the London
and Dublin governments."

Finally, in Mclintyre's selection of wit-
nesses bearing testimony against Adams,
is Professor, the Lord Bew. Mcintyre des-
cribes his former mentor thu$aul Bew
is the Professor of Irish Politics at Queen's
University, Belfast. This article first ran
inthe Daily Telegraph and is carried here
with permission from the authorThe
title is:'At Last We Know the Human Cost
of Gerry Adams'

No problem with republicans con-
sorting with Unionist Lords and the Tory
Daily Telegraphthen if the objective is
mutual—to'Get Adams'!

Here isthe Professor's testimony against
Adams:

"Today, Gerry Adams presents himself

of whom, it will be said, have an axe to  And not content with having concluded

grind against the leader who brilliantly his War he then decided to direct his
manipulated them to the point where the forces southward, threatening the demo-
IRA campaign ended without achieving .5y and interfering where he isn'twanted,

its stated objective of British withdrawal . :
from Ireland. All that could be said here having the temerity to teII.the Southerners
how they should run their country.

with certainty is that Mr Moloney presents . ;
the evidence by means of relentless. One might addWho does he think he
accumulation of precise detail that may iS? Does he not understand he is a
convince many readers. Northerner and Northern Catholics were
"Some of the naive liberals who got on not supposed to do such things? Does he
the Adams bandwagon in recent yearsnot know his place and preferably stay
will be shocked... Ulster Unionists will there, out of the way, with his own?
be less shocked. They have never believed )
anything other than that Mr Adams isa  The only sense | can make of what is
bad man, and a bad man who compoundggoing on with regard to the Sinn Fein
his badness by endless displays of slipperyLeader is a general attempt to bring down
hypocrisy. David Trimble will, however, Adams, weaken Sinn Fein, disrupt the
add that, while Mr Moloney's book proves grrangement with the DUP so that the
that Mr Adams is a troublesome and Northern Catholics would be put back
dishonest adversary, there is little alter- , e they belong, to stew in the mess

native to dealing with him as the leader of -
a formidable section of Northern they were putin, between 1921 and 1925.

nationalist opinion... _ There is also the fear that Sinn Fein is
Irish republicans, or rather those Irish developing all-Ireland politics, where no

republicans who_sincerely believed in ey party is willing or able to do so.
the project of the 'Republic’, will be appal-

led. For such people, the moral price of  Of course, that is not the subjective
this squalid war was only worth paying if intention of everyone involved in the cam-
the end result was the triumph of their paign but it is the only objective purpose
particular political vision. Instead, they and logical objective of it.

have witnessed a new ethnic bargain, one . .

available in most essentials since the Writing for The Irish NewJom Kelly
mid-1970s, which has revised Stormont, has presented a wider political context for
albeit along power-sharing and Irish the'Get Adamstampaign—which might
dimension lines... just become &Get Adams and Robinson

"l\/_lr(;vlolonefy'tshrezﬂ achievem(tentfistLo campaign—a case of killing two birds
remind us of the human cost of the - 'co S -

‘Troubles' and the policy of human . T
sacrifice pursued for so long by Mr Adams The politicians have had 15 years
controlling the levers as to how we handle

and his colleagues at surprisingly little :

risk to their own lives..." the past and the future. They have failed
and itis time for them to admit failure and

allow others in society to come up with

The important factual sentence in this solutions by empowering and involving

"But even now, is there any hard

as a folksy, slightly pompous avuncular Pi€ce is’B _ _ _
figure in Irish politics: a moralist who Proofagainstthe Sinn Fein president? Mr

chides the politicians in Dublin for their Moloney relies heavily on a range of
embarrassingly corrupt ways... Mr interviews with republican activists, many

Adams emerges from a new book, A of whom, it will be said, have an axe to
Secret History of the IRA by Ed Moloney, grind against the leader.”

smelling like a rotten cabbage. If the
author of the book—an award-winning And yet Professor Bew, the respected

Irish journalist—is to be believed, Mr academic, buries this fact beneath a pile of
Adams knew about the killing of Jean Unsubstantiated accusations from political
McConville, the widowed mother of 10 enemies with (decommissioned) axes to
children who was murdered by the IRA grind.

in 1972. Mr Adams has since said he

thinks the allegation that he knew about  From all this we should surely conclude

the responsibility of community relations
and conflict resolution to outside of the
body politic. The reality is that too many
ofthose in power were part of the troubled
past, too many of them were protagonist
with many unanswered questions about
their roles and too much of the pastis too
recent. Clearly having a past is more of
an impediment to building a future that
David Trimble first imagined.” (IN
5.5.13)

Tom Kelly, chief spin doctor of manu-

facturing consent for the Agreement of

or was involved in the murder is that Gerry Adams s an extraordinaryman.lgg& seems to be dissatisfied with the

outrageous...

"There is a frightening element; it
would appear, of bogus sincerity in Mr
Adams's public persona. Mr Moloney
presents a picture of Mr Adams, in his the land, disappearing people who stoo
best concerned mode, attempting toin his way, sending forth his comrades to

He apparently almost single-handedly

way things have turned out. The pointwas
waged a 28 Year War on the British to Create_a cer_ltre ground that would
Empire, commanding IRA units across exclude Sinn Fein and the DUP. But the
' ¢will of the people unfortunately intruded

into the project and produced a result that,

placate President Clinton and the families |ay waste to Belfast and its civilians. And Whilstbeing functional, is notto the liking
of the disappeared in the 1990s, while ¢ being satisfied with his handiwork he of Dublin and London, and their various

retaining an insider's knowledge of what single-mindedly decided to call a halt to
really happened.

"But even now, is there any hard proof his War, deceiving his old comrades and

media hacks.

And sothe functional DUP/SF Govern-

against the Sinn Fein president? Mr having some of them stiffed by the Brits, ment is being assailed by all and sundry
Moloney relies heavily on a range of and all along engaging in secret, shadyfor its ‘failure’ to achieve the impossible,
interviews with republican activists, many dealings with them. i.e.tomake asilk purse out of the 'Northern
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Ireland’ sow's ear.

The objective, therefore, seemsto be
undermine the substance that has maee
the Agreement of 1998 functional ang
replace it with various non-entities that
can be manipulated by the media and gre
more malleable to the interests of Dublip

and London.
No sooner had afunctional arrangemeft | was struck by the above sentence (May 4) in Mal Rogers'’s account of his int

been achievebetween the DUP and SH With the writer Julia O Faolain. My limited travels have taken me to France and td
that various forces were attempting to ufp- 0 Belgium and Germany, to Austria and to Spain. Also to Switzerland, the only ¢
ravel it. The only logical explanation fof I've been to which appears to have seen less violence than Ireland.

this was thatthe Agreement had notwork¢d ~ The twentieth century dawned with Irishmen, volunteers, fighting in their thou

out in the way it had been intended to i
establishing a malleable centre-grour
detached from London and Dublin.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE

he 20th Century Was
A Bloody Time For Ireland

Nt

g mperial land grab. Arising from the British victory came the founding of The
Guards Regiment which parade¥tet Erin Remembeidn St. Patrick's Day. My fathe
used quote the full first line of that sohgt Erin remember the days of pleére her

The obvious problem s Sinn Fein as gn Faithless Sons BETRAYED HER" and noted how appropriate it was for the reg

all-Ireland party. The organisationalrange 1 e First World War saw far more Irishmen, volunteers, shed their blood in E

of Sinn Fein poses a problem for both Uniformthanwas shed in Ireland by men, women and children of all origins and of

Dublin and London. The Dublin Establisht from the massacre in Dublin's Bachelor's Walk in July 1914 until the present.

ment, right across the political spectru Even more Irishmen would have been killed in that Great War, had the

is concerned at the State ambitions of theParliament, implemented the Act already passed to enforce Conscription in Irg
blow-ins from the North. They represerjt 1916 Insurrection and the rise of Sinn Fein ensured that the first quarter of th
something that Fianna Fail was in its pagt, Century was less bloody for Ireland than it would have been had the people acq

a 'slightly constitutional' party, that is no
entirely manageable by the State apparat
constructed over the generations. TH
historic policy of Dublin since Partition,
despite all its Anti-Partitionist rhetoric,
was to seal off the North as a thin
dangerous to its national independen
and sovereignty. Perversely, since th
Southern State has begun to increasing
surrender its independence of mind
largely because of the successful w4
Britain has employed the Northern confli
against its conscience—this developme
has had to face a potential disruption

in British rule..

US  The further erosion of British rule ensured that most of Ireland was spared the

€of the 1939-1945 war. The North of Ireland was also spared Conscription dur
war, and during Britain's later troubles, emergencies and difficulties in Palest
Egypt, Malaya, Kenya, Korea and Cyprus. Between the end of Ireland's Civil War i

D 1923 and the ambush at Niemba in the Congo in November 1960 not a single sq

Fethe Irish Defence Forces was killed by hostile action. Republican fatalities and fal

€arising from republican action were not numerous during that time..

ly" We Irish are often accused of narrow-mindedness, tunnel vision, and even p3

y Winston Churchill considered the Black and Tan War mere bush-ranging. Co
[ with other wars he was involved in, from South Africa at the dawn and Korea
Nmiddle of the 20th Century, Ireland&oubles"in the whole of that century were or
O much much smaller scale.

- concerns, and the accusation might well be supported by the quotation abovg.
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3 Donal Kennedy

relationship with Britain.

Sinn Fein as an all-Ireland party is Py along way, was persuaded to drop hispart of Paisley's constituency for most of
also probématic for Britain. The original demand for political integration when my life, | have heard very few bad words
purpose of ‘Northern Ireland’ was to exert Whitehall had a word in his ear. On the said of its long-serving MP.

leverage over the bulk of the island and it 0therhand, Paisley continuously frustrated Pat Walsh
has performed this function spectacularly British initiatives and Peter Robinson pyg
well, particularly in the last half-century. the wind up those who implemented the \w -TEN GERRY MET MIRIAM

However, what would happen if the same Anglo-Irish Agreement through his action

party had power and influence on both in 1986, which deterredits full application| The marriage doesn't work but do they

sides of the Border and that party had And, of course, the DUP has embarkdd

proved itself able to deal with Britain by on a functional arrangement with Sin

being largely impervious to British wiles? Fein, againstall the odds and expectatior}s

Where would the lever be then?

. _ _ _ For the simple-minded in Dublin,
Sinn Fein's partner in government in Paisley and the DUP have never ceased
the North, the DUP, is also aless malleablepe the principle hate-figures of the 'Blac

force than the Unionist Party. Itis far more Protestant North'. Paisley was a religiol

representative of the Protestant massegnthusiastwhen the South began to becofn#hen an intruder would not leave when t

and has an independence of spirit that theconfused about its Catholicism. So h

Official Unionists never had. FromO'Neill was labelled a bigot in Dublin and th¢

through to Molyneaux and Trimble the Southern media. But there is a stror]
Unionist Party always did what Britain strain of liberalism in Ulster Presbyter
required of it when the chips were down. janism and Paisley is very representati

not to Kill, but his intellect to outsmart.
She tries to revise his view of the Nor
where his family lives relatively free.
Though war was war she twists the fa
to with glee,

swhile forgetting her own family roots

ignores the fact his family’s home was torcled

b then left with six properties as loot,
threatening dire consequencesterrible I

guntil Uncle Eamon put in the boot.

e Wilson John Haire

rt

for somehow they may need one anotler,
though the wife is outto see him smotheted,

Cts

Id
old

Now he is gone will the freehold be sold.

17th May, 2013

Even Faulkner, the best Unionist politician of it. And, having lived in the Catholic



corruption in the planning process. This a fool of itself. However, it was not until
attracted the attention of James Gogartyone month later that the Tribunal acknow-
Sh who became a key witness in the initial ledged its mistake. There was no apology,
OrtS stages of the Mahon Tribunal. just the following:
The most high profile 'defendant’ in the "...all such reference to the said IR
from Mahon Tribunal was Bertie Ahern. The  £39,000 in the Final Report, including
Moriarty Tribunal, on the other hand, any criticism of Mr Richardson for failing
the Long Fellow focussgd on the awarding of a mobile 0 identify the origin of this sum are
phone licence by the Fine Gael Govern- withdrawn" (The Irish Times, 22.4.13).
ment. It could be said that the Mahon This is by no means the first time that
: ) Tribunal has put Fianna Fail on trial, Mahon has been pulled up by the courts.
K|Ilerj brou_ght a case to the High Court whereas the proceedings of the Moriarty Joseph Murphy Junior, among other
sz_aekmg an!njqnctlontqprevgnthay Tribunal have placed Fine Gael in the appellants, hadto goto the Supreme Court
T'm?Spl.Jb“Shmg confldenugl views of ck in order to avoid the Mahon Tribunal
ofﬁualsmthelBRC concerning .the COM" " The two main political parties have awarding costs against him. In the course
mercial relat|onsh|ppfthe_two busmessmen.used the respective Tribunals to throw of the case it emerged that the Tribunal
A Tempo“”Try. Injunction was granted mud at each other. But no political party is had suppressed evidence that would have
by th? presiding Judge, Qolm Mac prepared to criticise the Tribunals them- undermined the credibility of one of its
Eochaidh, who could not resist makmg aselves, in case it becomes associated witlstar witnesses, James Gogarty. Justice
comment thaF had nothllng tq do VY'th the the alleged wrongdoing ofindividuals that Hardiman commented as follows:
case. Accord|n.g tghe rish T|.mes.“ _ have been denounced. As a result the  w is sajutary to remember that the
...Mr Justice Mac Eochaidh criticis- - Tribunals, each of which have cost hun-  concealed materials would never have
ed Mr O'Brien for making ‘contemptible’ ' greds of millions of Euros, have been  cometolightinthis case hadthe appellants

comments about Mr Justice Michael exempt from political criticism. not taken these proceedings. Itis chilling

Mori in th ke of the judge's . ;
trig[:r?zratlyrelgo:t i?l %?lear?d stusgéustegd vr  The latest example of Tribunal mal- to reflect that a poorer person, treated in
O'Brien. now seeking the protection of Practice was revealed in a case broughtby the same fashion by the tribunal, could

, g p not have afforded to seek this

the court, was 'in a peculiar position'...". Des Richardson, a Fianna Fail fundraiser. vindication.”
The Mahon Tribunal in its original report
The report does not say why Mac said that Richardson had claimed not to
Eochaidh thought O'Brien's position was have any knowledge of the origin of
"peculiar’. Certainly the businessman's IR£39,000 which was in a bank account R
application for an injunction was not used to buy a Bank Draft paid to Bertie
frivolous since Mac Eochaidh went on to Ahern. Mahon went on to say that it was
grant him a Permanent Injunction at the "incredible"that he was unable to account
end of April. Itappears that Mac Eochaidh for the origins of the funds in the account.
believes that individuals who have critic- ~ There was one notinsignificant problem
ised a judge in a non-judicial matter, suchwith this finding. The Tribunal, with all
as the findings of a Tribunal, should not the hundreds of millions of Euros at its
have the temerity to defend their rights in disposal, didn't get around tasking
a court of law. Richardson about the origin of the
Mac Eochaidh was an unsuccessful FinelR£39,000! The Long Fellow finds it
Gael candidate for the Dublin South East"incredible" that the Tribunal presumed “Income at the bank fell by £6m
constituency inthe 2002 General Election.to know what was in the mind of this (€7.1m), which was blamed on costs
In an interview with Damien Kiberd on witness withoutgiving himthe opportunity  associated with trying to raise deposits
Newstalk 106 (25.10.10) he expressed theto give his own side of the story. and lower interest-earning loan volumes.
following view: . However the bank has seen deposits
“It's time for the de-Fianna Féilisation Tri-gzgall_\c/)vrz]ag Eﬁﬂg:’v ;Stlr}l:;mtf:sé :25 increase, up 8% to £22.7 billionRTE
of this country, the way they de-nazified Just, News 3.5.13).

Germany and de-baathified Irag...the Payers pointofviewitis a pity thatitwas .
country has been run by whatis effectively NOtconsistentinits approach. Thinkofthe IS that not remarkable! In the midst of

a criminal conspiracy for 13 years... enormous time and expense that woulda period of economic stagnancy Ulster
supporting Fianna Fail has crippled and have been saved if Mahon had decidedBank increased its deposits by 8% to a
beggared the country for a generation." that he knew what evidence all withessesmassive £22.7 billion. It should also be
The Fine Gael-led Government nomin- (not just Richardson) would give before remembered thatduringthat'period Ulster
ated him for the position of High Court they gave it. Calling such witnesses toBank, or to be more precise the RBS
Judge on 5th June 2012. give evidence would then have beengroup, had horrendous IT problems. Due
superfluous. A Report, which took more t0 'sequencing’ Ulster Bank was lastin the
THE MaHon TrieunaL  than a decade to complete, could havequeue for the fixing of the problem.
In 1995 Colm Mac Eochaidh, along been done and dusted within a few weeks!
with the then Chairman @n Taisceand The High Court was not prepared to  And yet loans by Ulster Bank to the
current Editor ofVillage magazine, is correct the Tribunal's findings, but Irish economy have reduced. So, in effect,
credited with taking steps which led to the accepted as a matter of fact that it was inUlster Bank has been hoovering up Irish
setting up of the Mahon Tribunal. Mac error on this matter. So, although Rich- savings as a means to repair its balance
Eochaidh and Smith offered a reward of ardson lost the case, he had established isheet. Since it is part of the British bank
10,000 pounds to whistleblowers revealing a court of law that the Tribunal had made bailout scheme, rather than the Irish one,
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CoLm Mac EocHAIDH
In March Denis O'Brien and Paddy Mc

ULsTER Bank

Ulster Bank, whose parent company
BS is 81% owned by the British State,
reported first quarter losses of 195m euro.
This was about half the loss itincurred for
the same period last year. The reduction
was largely due to the gradual unwinding
of the losses on loans, which were given at
the height of the boom.

However, there is another element to
the story. The Long Fellow has not seen
any comment on the following piece of
information:
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there is no pressure on it to lend to Irish  None of this is remarked upon by opr Treatyites signed, and said that they signed,
business. Indeed, since lending or creditAnglophile business journalists who tén because the British Prime Minister threat-
cannot be created out of thin air—a bankyears ago cheered on competition frgmened that if they did not do so promptly,
needs funds such as deposits, before it cathe British banks in the Irish markgt, without consulting their Government, he
lend—Ulster Bank's aggressive pursuit of competition leading to the reckle$s would unleash a war of reconquest with
Irish deposits is undermining the ability property-based lending; the consequencesill the force of the Empire, which would
of Irish banks to lend. of which we are all too familiar. be fought by Boer War methods (Concen-
tration Camps and closely linked chains
of Blockhouses). | have read a lot about it

Review Of A 'Review' since then, butthatis stillmy understanding
The Irish Bulletin And The Academy ofit. ,
| don't know where I'm supposed to
PART TWO have said that signing up for the Crown to
Continuing the review of the review of the Aubane reprint of the first volume of the ward off such a war was opportunist.
Irish Bulletin in History Ireland, a pop-history magazine sponsored by the academic PerhapsHistory Ireland will supply a
Establishment and edited by a former revolutionary socialist: or rather a review of the reference. | can only say that it seems
short Introduction which | wrote to the 500 pages of the Bulletin. rather a harsh description of submission to

Professor Foster dismissedBhdletin,  the oneswho exerted the greatestinfluenceSUch a threat. _
with a snide remarkin his mass circulation ~ What I have said repeatedly—but not, And where did | describe that defence
Modern Ireland History Ireland, being  Ithink, in that Introduction—is that gener- Of the Treaty asincoherent? It seems very
wise in its generation, prefers neither to ations of Irish academic historians havecoherentindeed. _ _
support Foster's dismissal of tBalletin  been produced openly by Cambridge and Unfortunately the Treatyites did not

nor to take issue with him. Oxford. The pathways were establishedStick 10 it. | suppose it seemed rather
by two Professors whavere British ~ Unheroic. Anyhow, some of them added

Here is paragraph (c) of its criticism of ;
paragraph (¢) : Intelligence operatives, T.D. Williams and Other reasons. And Collins seemed to
my Introduction. It purports to describe my " . . d that the sianina had thina to d
view, or rather Aubane's view, of things; ~ Nicholas Mansergh, but I imagine that erly I e Signing had anymning 1o o
' ' gs: most of them who travelled them did so W|th the British threat of immediate and
"Academic historians of Ireland are innocently—so to speak. terrible war.
engaged in a neo-colonial conspiracy to
delegitimise the War of Independence  Dermot Ferriter has made the pointthat  As to"Redmondism—it depends what
and the nationalist project as a whole, he i not an Oxbridge creation. But thatyou mean by it. Some of the MPs, around
dating back to the outbreak of the Northern : . . . :
: only shows that not going to Oxbridge 1900, said that if they could see their way
Ireland conflict 0f1969-70. (In fact, d f itself mak hi . . .
criticisms of post-1916 republicanism, oes not of itself make you a historian. to raising an Army_, _and wresting
and the general academic bias against | did not know that Irish academia had independence from Britain by war, that is
physical-force nationalism as a historical never regarded the War of Independencevhat they would do. But, since they could
phenomenon, date back to post-1916as legitimate, and that revisionism was,see no possibility of that, they were
Redmondite polemics and pro-|Treaty therefore, not a new departure in thatorganised to try to get what Britain might
Fga“%"l".tc'gg r?]‘é't"(;‘rgc thsee dC;VIL'\rI]\g?rDthg'tn respect. (Thaswhatis said here, isn'tit?) be willing to concede. That is certainly a
publ ric used against DUbIN g, | stang corrected. concession to British power, but again |
Caste and parliamentarism could be . , , o )
deployed against the new state. Clifford If that is a_fact, and'downplayed'it,  do not know that opportunism is quite the
downplays this because he sees dethe reason is not some concern aboutvord to describe it.
Valera's Fianna Fail as the sole legiti- Fianna Fail, but total ignorance of
mate heirs of the nationalist tradition and academia.
denies that Redmondism and pro-  Thefirsttime I looked at Irish academic
Treatyism were anything more than ya4a7ines was about 1968 when | wa
incoherent and OpPOMUNISHC ESPONSES, i+ 16 find out what Northern Ireland
to British power.) It is even insinuated, | found th hl for th
as in other Aubane publications, that Was: | found them worthless for that
some lrish historians are conscious Purpose. (Ithassince been officially admit-
“operatives” of British intelligence. ted thatthey were notallowed to deal with
Clifford assumes that academic histor- 20th century Irish history.) So | cannot
ians all work in tandem, so that when dispute the assertion that the academic

Leonard Piper (notan academic) includesyhq ¢4l themselves revisionists only said
an ignorant and inaccurate description of what academia had always said yBut Ithe War. It was OK by him to offer the

the Irish Bulletin in his biography of ig pi

Childers, he is assumed to ﬁavre) Ignown \Ilsvonder, tthhen, what thfe fuss was about 'inrt?}ikh(ssgi%ﬁt?%aitti):lgtoptlﬁgfl\?;:— LX&SY
i i ecause there was a fuss. !

that all other historians would cover up when the Greek Government refused the

for him. As for the view attributed to me, that | bait, he did not baulk at invading, over-
| got myself to read through tiietro-  see Dev's Fianna F4dis the sole legitimate  throwing the existing Government, and
ductionto the Bulletin—I do not much  heirs of the nationalist tradition and deny setting up one that would declare a war of
care for reading what | have written—in that Redmondism and pro-Treatyism wereconguest on Turkey.
search of where it was suggested thatanything more than incoherent and
some historians are British Intelligence opportunistic responses to British power" ~ As to my seeing Dev"s Fianna Faib
operatives. | couldn'tfindit. Iwouldn'tbe The"Treaty"was certainly a response to the sole legitimate heirs of the nationalist
surprised ifit was found that some of them British power. Before | ever read a word tradition"—I can't think where 1 might
were, but | doubt they would have been about it, my understanding was that thehave said such a thing.

Taking Redmonidm to refer to the
period when Redmond, without consulting
the Party, committed it to support for
S'Britain's War on Germany in early August
1914, and to his follow through on that, |
do not see how it can be described as
anything but demagogic Imperialist war-
mongering. He was happy to support the
gtalian irredentists against both the Church
and the Socialists in order to get Italy into



| was largely unaware of a substantial thing itself hardly warranted the celeb- propaganda of the time claimed) a sordid
part of the"nationalist tradition" until | ration. The thing that mattered was thatsectarian murder campaign. He was met
went to live in Belfast. During my first the Treatyites had re-found themselves aswith screaming headlines of welcome in
Summer there | was surprised to see theRepublicans. And Dev certainly had a lot the daily papers, and with totalitarian
streets being covered with bunting in mid- to do with that. acclaim by the History Department of
August. Asking about it, | discovered  Of courseHistory Irelandmight not  Cork University. | was interested to see if
Hibernian nationalism. | suppose | knew have meant the meaning | have excavatedhe had any bit of the strength of character
the wordHibernian It figured in the fromthe morass of language. Butldid my needed to free himself from all of that.
name of a hotel in Mallow and a soccer best. Perhaps | got too accustomed toBut he went and died too soon, and so he
team of Cork, and | must have come precision in the use of words through remains branded with the lurid headlines
across it in the handful of Connolly's reprinting Northerners like Steel Dickson, by which he agreed to be launched as a
writings that were then in print, but as a Porter, Sampson etc., but | don't think my public figure.
social presence itwas altogether unknowndifficulty with History Irelandlanguage
to me. is just due to that. The only time | have seen Patrick

Working backwards | came to the  The Piper reference was dealt with last Maume (the author of thdistory Ireland
rupture of the Home Rule movement month. Piper, not an Influence in ‘review') was at a launch of a book by
connected with the 1903 Land Act and theacademia, is used as a whipping-boy forBrian Murphy in Dublin. Brian showed in
blending of a Catholic secret society into Professor Foster, who is. detail how Hart misrepresented a crucial
the structure of the Nationalist Party. | "Peter Hart is described as presentingdocument. Maume seemed to experience
read reports of the anti-Hiberniandemon-  the War of Independence as 'a serialthe demonstration as physical pain. Inthe

strations held in 1910 in the townlands |
was familiar with, and of how Redmond-

ism was routed, and how Canon Sheehan,

the Irish novelist I most liked reading, had
written the Anti-Hibernian manifesto. A
powerful recoil from the first touch of
Hibernianism broke Redmondism in my
corner of Cork in 1910 so thoroughly that

it was forgotten about. | suppose it was

War of Independence to a murder cam-

murder campaign directed against Question period (which was not a mere
Protestants' which 'verged on genocide'.pretence, as on revisionist occasions), he
This will be news to anyone who has read asked if Brian was saying that Hart was
his boqks infull, as distinct from Aubane's dishonest. Brian responded by going over
favourite extracts". : o :
the document again, describing what it
said and how Hart had quoted one part of
it which seemed to support his thesis but
made no reference to an adjacent part of it
which undermined his thesis. Maume did

What an interesting way of putting it!
It is not denied that Hart reduced the

paign of Protestants. Nor have | denied

because the Feast of the Assumption wa
somehow symbolic of what had been
rejected that nothing much was made of it.
Itwasn't because of distaste for Mariolatry
as such. The May Altars were lavish.

that he wrote other things too. | thought
his later book on Collins was one of the

say so at a public meeting to launch it in

Belfast, but wasn't let by the Chairman
(The structural transformation of the Richard English.

Home Rule Party into a Catholic ascen-
dancy Party under Redmond's leadershipsationalism of the Cork book but Hart

by the blending of the Ancient Order of didn't respond to his urging. It seemed to

Hibernians into it was central to the 1910 me that Hart was a victim of his Professor
Election campaign againstit, whichled to at Trinity, David Fitzpatrick. He was
its loss of all but one of the Cork seats toinstructed that the War was a Catholic

the All For Ireland League. That rupture sectarian rampage and was sent out to
is now being denied by Cork University to concocta case supporting his instructions.

have been about any matter of con-He did so and was made a Doctor of
sequence. John Borgonovo says it wasPhilosophy. And massive publicity was
just faction fighting on the excuse of a |aid on which presentedAubane's
slight difference of opinion on social favourite extractsas the essence of the
policy.) book. Which they were. But it seemed
. ~ thatHart, in the course of carrying out his
| don't know where | denied the exist- instructions, gained a different view of the
ence, or thé'legitimacy", of Hibernian
nationalism. | certainly did not see Dev as writing history, as distinct from Trinity
its "sole legitimate heir,"or as its heir at
all. He was very much of the other his first book, and the powerful system of
'tradition'—Young lIreland/Republican. academic authority which rewarded him

And if it was somebody else who kept forit? He was branded by the media hype

Republicanism going in mainstream of his firstbook—which, in fact, accurately

politics after the Treatyites had lost expressedthe gistofit. He did notrepudiate

themselves in the course of winning the the hype. He just tried to slide away
‘Civil War', I'd be interested to hear from quietly fromiit. But thatwasn't possible in
History Irelandwho it was. the actual world. He had burst on the

subject matter and became capable of

propaganda. But what was he to do about

not dispute the facts presented dis-
passionately by Brian, but neither was he
X : satisfied by the reply. It seemed that what
better books on the subject, and I tried 1Ope wanted was some kind of emotive
statement about Hart—that there was some
' emotional need that factual argument did
- ) not meet, even when the matter under
English wanted to continue the sen- jisession was the content of documents.

Maume has a further complaint:

"Hart is ridiculed for suggesting that
the rural IRA were made up of "Wrenboys
and Strawboys' whereas he argues that
both reflected awider rural youth culture;
Antoinette Quinn's biography of Patrick
Kavanagh resembles Hart in her account
of the young poet's involvement with the
IRA in defiance of his Redmondite
father".

Here is what | wrote:

"Cork University's favourite revision-
ist, Peter Hart, treats the IRA as a complex
of Wren Boys and Straw Boys pursuing
vendettas. If | was a city slicker | might
think there was something in that. | have
noticed that the city tends to have strange
notions of the country and of the ways of
peasants. But | grew up in a peasant
society, in a region where much of the
War was fought, and where Wren Boys
and Straw Boys were still doing their
thing, and | found the notion of the War
being fought by them too ridiculous to
discuss.”

It is, of course, probable that some

I recall the celebrations in North-west scene as a vulgar sensationalist propapeople who joined the IRA after the 1918

Cork when Fine Gael snapped the lastgandist claiming he had proved that the Election had hunted the wren or taken part
tenuous link with the Empire in 1948. The War of Independence was (as the Britishin a strawing, just as they had taken partin
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other local activities. Butthatis very very boys', hardly fits the bill. In Slieve Luacr
different from the idea that thead hoc  there were occasional groups of you
groups combined to form the IRA and men, who gave a more elaborate perfo
wage war as a faction fight. ance than the boys but were no m

Wren Boys dressed up in disguise onmenacing. And the wren boy chant
the day after Christmas and went aroundMonaghan varies slightly from the ong
asking for manyto bury the wren!" They  was familiar with.

were supposed to have a wren with them, And it seems that there wefe

but they rarely had. | forget the story of it "mummers”in Monaghan: which ig
all. The wren was supposed to be the kingsomething | know nothing about:
of the birds because of having hitched a
lift on an eagle's back and then having
taken off when the eagle could fly no
higher.

Strawboys dressed themselves in straw
suits with straw helmets and appeared at
wedding receptions at the houses of newly-
married couples, lending a bacchanalian
atmosphere to the occasion, and sending
the couple off to bed in an appropriate
state of mind.

Ifyoung menwho took partin strawings
were more likely than others to join the
IRA, doesn't that conflict with the idea
that the IRA was extremely puritanical??

"Even such apparently innocent ent
tainments as mumming took on sinis

manoeuvres. Patrick [Kavanagh]join
a gang of mummers, mostly young m
who dressed up and performed arituali
playlet in neighbours' houses. He fou
they were no longer welcome, sin
people feared being visited by rovin
troops of men, under whatever prete
They were right. The habit of thievin
and marauding had tainted the mumm
and they sometimes resorted
blackguardism to extort money or std
food from their reluctant customer

(p36).

If mumming was a customary activit
in the area, | imagine that it would ha
the extent that she says Kavanaghce been used by Republicans as a cove
joined a group of wren boysind that his ~ assembling under the eyes of the militz
parents discouraged him from engaginggovernment. Obviously it could also
in Republican activities (he was 14 in usedasacoverforordinary criminal act
1918), and that ordinary criminal activity ity. And, Monaghan being a Plant
sometimes claimed to be political.ocal

Antoinette Quinnresembles Hartto

police barracks was burned down in 1920" been used as a cover for another king
(p36)—two activities of the same kind? activity. The biographer does not go in

Kavanagh oncécame home with a any of this. Why should she? Sheis o Yy

new flashlamp, part of the booty from the sketchinginthe background of Kavanag
evening's activism, his father thrashed €arly teenage years. But sinkéstory
him and sent him back to the village to Ireland considers it worth citing he
return the stolen goods. James, as aremarks as evidence in support of Ha
tradesman, was on the side of law andBook, one had to see what was in it.
order" (p36). There are no Strawboys init. Strawbd

The biography was published in 2001, were very definitely bawdy young me
some years after Hart's book—the oneEven in Slieve Luacra it was beyond t

that counts as a public document—wascapacity of young boys to enliven tT:

authoritatively presented by journalists Proceedings with the spirit of th
and academics as the true account of th@achanaal.
"so-called War of Independengsétting

the scene for all future writing on th}

Brendan Clifford

Scripture Politics, Selections From The
Writings Of Rev. William Steel Dickson
1 160pp. AB, 1991. €12, £10

g Billy Bluff And The Squire (4 Satire On

period. Not to comply with its parameter|
was to brand oneself a small-minde
backward, bigoted crank. And who coul
bear to have that brand on them—otheryish Aristocracy)
than us, who had been branded as Unior]is§8pp. AB, 1991. €10, £7.
stooges some time earlier by the sameThe Economics Of Partition, by B.
opinion-formers who flipped themselvep Clifford. 1992. €10, £8
over to become apostles of the new GopdViemoirs Of William Sampson, with A
News revealed by Hart as the mouthpie 3egéﬁngVIanfef%ggﬁiij (1807).
of Professor Fitzpatrick? 292pp. P 4 £20 :

The Kavanagh biography does no mofe i o
in this respect than tick the boxes of the Postiree in Ireland and Britain

revisionist scenario. https://www.atholbooks-

overtones during this period of guerilla

County inwhich a section of the populatipn
shops were also raided and the Inniskeenhad Unionist affinities, it might also have

L. Report: Tom McGurk On This Year's
Ng 1916 Commemorations
m_

re"\Who's Afraid Of 19167
in

| "[OnWednesday 8th May, observersivould have
seen an entire regimental colour party from the

Defence Forces, followed by the Army band,

marching into the Church of the Most Sacred Heart.

Then, from the long line of motorbike outriders and
limos parked outside, the Presidentand the Taoiseach
_emerged.

What was going on, passers-by must have
wondered, because while evidently there was some
major State event happening, where were the
2d crowds? Here was the full ceremonial party of the
EN State, legislature, judiciary and Defence Forces all
ec1dressed-up and in their Sunday-best (on a Wed-
nd nesday) and seemingly nobody had told anybody
L€ else about it? Bizarrely, it seemed that here was a
g State event with more dignitaries and soldiers of the
Kt. State present than actual citizens of the State.

0  What was happening was, of course, the official
Brscommemoration at the graves of (some of) the exec-
to uted 1916 leaders on the 97th anniversary of the
le Rising. One could hardly blame any observer for
» thinking that it was all being handled like some after-
thought, a national event out of sight and out of mind.

Significantly, given the controversy it subsequently
y aroused, it is useful to remember that the event was
e hosted on behalf of the State by Justice, Equality and
fopefence Minister Alan Shatter.

However, the lack of public involvement was only the
ry beginning of the many questions left hanging in the air.
€  Certainly, some citizens would have known about
V- the occasion because this newspaper had, that very
bd morning, reported that the Minister has allowed
significant changes, involving the Army, to be made to
the traditional format of the ceremony; an Army colour

arty would no longer be present inside the church at
Olthe Mass and ceremonially saluting at the Eucharist.
to Apparently there was even an attempt to remove the
hlvArmy generals from the front row of the church but that
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h'sWwas resisted.

So why was this ceremony being demilitarised,
especially by the Minister in charge of the Army? It
I wouldn't be the first time this Minister has exhibited a
[t'spoor knowledge of the history and traditions of the
country.

VS Whatever Mr Shatter's intentions were in changing

the format of the commemoration, the reason the
' Defence Forces were given such a significant role in
1€ the State's commemoration of 1916 has a significant
historical background.

Essentially, the format of this ceremony—ongoing
since 1924—was dictated by the post-Civil War crisis.
Back then the new State was continually seeking a
wider acceptance for the legitimacy and the role of the
Defence Forces in those difficult years after the Civil
War.

So, symbolically linking them to this particular
ceremony dedicated to the 1916 leaders was part of
that, while sending, at the same time, a message which
illustrated the continuing paramilitary tradition.

There were many armies at one time, all calling
themselves the army of Ireland. After all, this was what
was called the 'Free Staters' army' and it had defeated
the Republicans in the bloody conflict that followed
the signing of the Treaty.

This week, the Minister also sought and got changes
in the religious ceremony itself. Where once it was an
all-lrish Requiem Mass, this time it was mostly in
English and with a significant multi-faith ritual. Again
the original type of service had historical roots: post-
Civil War, the Irish language restoration project and

But the wren boys, dgroups of young sales.org

the significant power of the Catholic Church were also



being thrown behind the new State.

Significantly too, the association of the execut
leaders with Easter and their deeply Catholic death
invested the Catholic Church with a direct link to t
Rebellion that few historians of the period can find.

fact, the Catholic hierarchy were historically opposp

to the Republican tradition and especially to the not
of armed insurrection. But post-independence,
Church, just like the State, was keen to be on the r
side of the executed 1916 leaders.

On Wednesday, the eulogy at the Catholic Mass
given by the Church of Ireland Archbishop of Dubli
Dr Michael Jackson. Mr Shatter seemed to have hin
his toes too.

In his contribution, Dr Jackson warned that 'th
generation of Irish people should be cautious of th
who politically manipulate and exploit the legacy
1916 and surrounding eventgPresumably, in the
circumstances, he wasn't referring to Mr Shatter.) 1
Archbishop continued with perhaps a clue to what

Shatter and the Government are intending whenf he

said:History develops a new function, that of releasi
new energy in a tired and repetitive world, porous
exploitation by those who know that old fears and
symbols still sell and who still suppress those who
think otherwise and think for themselvdsthink a
reasonable translation of this gobbledegook is that
sooner we accept that the past in Ireland needs t
reinvented the better.

There were other symptoms too of the State's—
in particular this Government's—unease with the wh

b

:When The US Endorsed
" The Use Of Chemical Weapons

PN At this time, when President Obama  So, not only did Ayatollah Khomeini

gﬁthas declared the use of chemical weaponsleclare that the use of weapons of mass
by the Syrian regime to be a U8d line", destruction was in violation of Islamic
aswith dire (though unspecified) con- law, he insisted that the Islamic Republic
, sequences for the regime, itis appropriateacted upon that principle and eschewed
Ot recall a time when the US endorsed thethe use of chemical weapons, even though
., use of chemical weapons and took theit was engaged in a life or death struggle
selead in blocking Security Council con- with Irag, which had the support of the US
hf demnation of their use. and most of the Arab world.
Here, we are not talking about a few
heinstances of use in small amounts (which
" the US and others allege has already Today,

NUCLEAR WEAPONS A " GRAVE SIN",
sAYS SUPREME LEADER
: ' ) Iran's leaders, including Presi-
g happened in Syria) but systematic use agjent Ahmadinejad, have repeatedly denied
to an integral part of military operations 4t they have any ambitions to develop
ld carried out over several years againstbott}, ,cjear weapons. Ayatollah Khomeini's
military and civilian targets. __successor as Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
the Ve are, of course, talking about Iraq’s hamenei, has followed him in declaring
bise of chemical weapons in its aggressionyha; the acquisition or use of nuclear
againstIran from 1980-88 and US support,yeanons would also violate Islamic law,

?dfor Iraq in that aggression in order {0 yegcriping the possession of such weapons
D€ prevent an Iranian victory. to be a'grave sin”

1916 business.

The Presidential wreath was laid in memory not jjist

To remind readers of the extent of this For example, in a speech to nuclear

of the executed leaders but for all those who dled SUPPOTt, I reproduce in the Annex below ggientists on 22nd February 2012, he said:

around the events of 1916. Presumably, that
includes the 116 British soldiers who died putti
down the Rebellion.

...Inanimportant new study, just published, entit|
Fatal Path about violence and democratic politi
between Britain and Ireland from 1910 to 1922, Ror}
Fanning, Professor Emeritus of Modern History
UCD, quotes eminent historian Bernard Lewis
revisionism;

‘The purpose of changing the past is
to seek some abstract truth, but to achiey
new vision of the past better suited to t
needs of the present and their aspiration
the future.

‘Their aim is to amend, to restate,
replace or evento recreate the pastinam
satisfactory form.'

...Minister Shatter's changes to the traditional 19
Commemoration occasion may owe something to

dead hand of political correctness, but there appeals

be alarger agenda at work. Particularly with a youn
generation in mind, a sort of bowdlerised historig
hybridis being created by the State. Giventhe exten

Isoan extract from Richard Clarke's book

g Against All Enemies He worked in the
US State Department atthe time and played

;d apartindrawing up US optiottse prevent

anan Iragi defeat”(and later worked in

it President Clinton’s White House as his

n anti-terrorism chief).

"The Iranian nation has never pursued
and will never pursue nuclear weapons.
There is no doubt that the decision makers
in the countries opposing us know well
that Iran is not after nuclear weapons
because the Islamic Republic, logically,
religiously and theoretically, considers
the possession of nuclear weapons agrave
sin and believes the proliferation of such
weapons is senseless, destructive and
dangerous.[2]

SUPREME L EADER FORBAD

ea USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

he Irag's use of chemical weapons against

forlran in the 1980s is worth recalling for

o another reason as well—for the fact that Iran

ordidn’t retaliate in kind, even though it had
the capacity to and the Iranian military leader-
ship wanted to do so. It didn't hit back in

L6 kind because the Supreme Leader, Ayatolla

heKhomeini, forbad the use of chemical

to A .
weapons as a violation of Islamic law.

ot

There was nothing new in this statement
from him. In 2005, he issuedfatwa—a
religious edict—saying thatthe pro-
duction, stockpiling, and use of nuclear
pveapons are forbidden under Islam and
that the Islamic Republic of Iran shall

never acquire these weapoifsée Iran’s
) Statement at IAEA Emergency Meeting,
As Flynt Leverett explained recently: 10 August 20053], p121). And he has
" Inits warwith Irag—whenthe United repeated this message many times since

er
al
ve
DW

agenda of historical commemorations due from n

until 2022 (the end of the Civil War), are we yet aggin
witnessing another official version of State histofy

Saddam Husayn in an eight-year war of s menej Takes Control, Forbids

being produced? ... Do they really think that somejp0 ~ @ggression against the new Islamic

years on as an independent State, it is still not saf
us to be left loose with our own history.

The contrast with the UK could not be more vivigl.

Take its November Remembrance Day. It unifies
entire nation and brings all political and religio
shades to the same spot. It fortifies the British sens|
nationhood and national homogeneity and creat
national moment of unity and continuity that enrich
the nation... millions of British people at home and
across the world know exactly what they a
remembering, who they are commemorating
(perhaps just as importantly) who they are as a pe
But, while in the UK history is animmovable forc
here in Ireland the sands are always shifting...

Daily Mail (Eire), Saturday, 11.5.1

Republic—Ayatollah Khomeini’'s own Nuclear Bomb’, 4 March 2012]).

military leaders came to him and said, These repeated pronouncements by
‘We inherited the ability to produce Khamenei should be taken as a serious

chemical weapons agent from the Shah.indicator of Iranian policy on this matter,
We need to do that and weaponize it sonot least because similar pronouncements
that we can respond in kind. We have py his predecessor resulted in the Islamic
tens of thousands of our people, soldlerstub"C shunning the use of chemical

and civilians, who are being killed in . .
Iragi chemical weapons attacks. We weapons to repel Iragi aggression.

need to be able torespond inkind.” And o khamenei is the person who
Imam Khomeini said, ‘No, because this

would violate Islamic morality, because Would take any decision that Iran develop
it is haram—it is forbidden by God—to Nnuclear weapons. If he intends to do so in

do this, and the Islamic Republic of Iran the near future, it is surely unwise of him
will not do this.™[1] to declare repeatedly that these weapons
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are un-Islamic—yet he continuestodoso. By any objective standard, Iran and the Saudis and Egyptians did, including
Of course, itis notimpossible for Kham- other neighbours of Israel have good US arms. Some of the bombs that Saudis
enei or a future Supreme Leader to reversgrounds for withdrawal, because of the had bought as part of overstocking now
this stance. However, as Flynt and Hillary build up over the past 40 years of an Israeliwent to Saddam, in violation of US law. |
Mann Leverett point out in their book nuclear arsenal directed at them. Theregd0ubt that the Saudis ever asked

Going To Tehran: Why the US must comecould hardly be a better examplé o

to terms with the Islamic Republic of Iran
this "would mean having to explain—to

"extraordinary events, related to the
subject matter of this Treatyivhich"have

Iranians and to the entire Shi'a world— jeopardized [their] supreme interests"”

how Iran's strategic circumstances have

It might not have been wise for Iran to

Washington’s permission, but | also doubt
that anyone in the Reagan administration
wanted to be asked.

"After the intelligence flow to Saddam was
opened up, our State Department team was
then asked to implement the next option in the

changed to such an extent that manu-withdraw from the NPT at any time in the Planto preventlragimilitary defeat, identifying

facturing nuclear arms was now both
necessary and legitimatgp87). They
continue:

constraint on Iranian weaponisation. But
it would require, at a minimum, a widely
perceived and substantial deterioration
in the Islamic Republic’'s strategic
environment—most plausibly effected by
an Israeli and/or US attack on Iran. It is

past 40 years, since it would risk terrible
havoc from the US and/or Israel. But,

the foreign sources of Iranian military supplies
and pressuring countries to halt the flow. We
dubbed the diplomatic-intelligence effort

there is no doubt that such an action wouldOperation Staunch. | spent long days tracing
"That, of course, is not an absolute be fully justified under the provisions of armsshipmentto Iranand firing offinstructions

the NPT.
David Morrison

May 2013
References:

[1] www.raceforiran.com/americas-war-party-and-

the-myth-of-iranian-irrationality

far from certain that Tehran would opt [2] www.presstv.ir/detail/228014.html
for weapons acquisition then. But those [3] www.iaea.org/Publications/Documents/Infcircs/

urging military action to block the Islamic
Republic’s nuclear advancement advo-

2005/infcirc657.pdf

[4] www.juancole.com/2012/03/khamenei-takes-

control-forbids-nuclear-bomb.html

cate a course that would raise the risk of[5] www.iaea.org/Publications/Documents/Infcircs/

Iranian weaponisation, not reduce it."

In other words, Israeli or US military
action against Iran, ostensibly to prevent
Iran developing nuclear weapons, would
be likely to have the opposite effect,

Others/infcirc140.pdf

Annex: US options for
preventing Iraqi defeat

Extract from Against All Enemies by

leading the Iranian leadership to concludeRichard Clarke (p41-2)
that the possession of such weapons was "shortly after it began, the Iran-Iraq

the only means of deterring future attacks.war became a stalemate, with very high

WiTHDRAW FROM NPT IN 1979

casualties on both sides. Our little politico-

military team at State was asked to draftstop the barbarian Iranians’.

to American embassies around the world to
threaten governments with sanctions if they
did not crack down on the gray market arms
shipments to Tehran. The effort was
surprisingly successful, raising the price and
reducing the supply of what arms Iran could
get."

Lest there be any doubt that the US was
aware of Irag's use of chemical weapons, here’s
what Flynt and Hillary Mann Leverett write
about the matter in their book Going to Tehran
(pS0)

... for four years, the United States took the
lead in blocking any meaningful action by the
Security Council to stop Iraq’s use of chemical
against Iranian military and civilian targets.
Washington was fully aware of what Iragq was
doing: during one of Rumsfeld’s visits to
Baghdad, Saddam’s foreign minister, Tariq
Aziz, gave the American visitor video tapes
showing tens of thousands of Iranian soldiers
killed by Iragi chemical weapons, to underscore
what ‘civilized Iragis have to do in order to
But, former

A final point: if the Islamic Republic options to prevent an Iranian victory or, as secretary of state George Schultz subsequently

had intended to develop nuclear weapons
it should surely have withdrawn from the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
after the Islamic Revolution in 1979 and
become free, like Israel, frominternational

we entitled one paper, ‘Options for
preventing Iragi defeat’. At time passed

and the war continued, many of those We€apons.

options were employed. Although not an
ally of Iraq, the Reagan administration

had decided that Saddam Hussein should

(and rather cold-bloodedly) explained, ‘It was
a very hard balance. They're using chemical
So you want them to stop using
chemical weapons. At the same time, you
don’t want Iran to win the war.™

David Morrison

obligations not to develop nuclear weap- ot pe allowed to be defeated by a radical David Morrison is the author with

ons. Then, itreviewed all the international

Islamist, anti-American regime in Tehran.

agreements and treaties concluded under =, 1982 the Reagan administration
the Shah, including the NPT, butitdecided removed Iraq from the list of nations that  West s Wrong About Nuclear Iran,

to maintain its membership of the NPT sponsored terrorism. Iraqwas thus able to

and adhere to its existing nuclear
safeguards agreement with the IAEA.

Because of Israel’s growing nuclear presidential envoy was sentto Baghdadps

arsenal, withdrawal fromthe NPT in 1979,

or any time since, would have been within Man who had been the Defense SecretgnAnnette O'Riordan RIP

Iran’s rights under the NPT, Article X of
which says:

"Each Party shall in exercising its
national sovereignty have the right to
withdraw from the Treaty if it decides
that extraordinary events, related to the
subject matter of this Treaty, have
jeopardized the supreme interests of its
country. It shall give notice of such
withdrawal to all other Parties to the
Treaty and to the United Nations Security
Council three months in advance. Such
notice shall include a statement of the
extraordinary events it regards as having
jeopardized its supreme interes{s]'

apply for certain US government-backed

export promotion loans. Then in 1983 a

Peter Oborne of
A Dangerous Delusion: Why The

available from Amazon
or your local bookshop

a sign of support for Saddam Hussein.

seven years earlier in a previou
Republican administration was serft
carrying a Presidential letter. The m
was Donald Rumsfeld. He went t
Baghdad not to overthrow Sadda
Hussein, but to save him from probab
defeat by the Iranian onslaught. Short
after, | saw American intelligence dat
flowto Baghdad. When Iran was prepari
an offensive in a sector, the Iragis wou
know what US satellites saw and Sadd
would counter with beefed up defensed.
"In 1984, the United States resum
full diplomatic relations with Iraqg.
Although the US never sold arms to Iraq,

The death has occurred of Anne
(Macdonald, née Hennessy), followi
her 60th birthday, after a courageousth
year fight for life.

g
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“Ab shin a bhfuil de shiorraiocht ann,

Go maireann smut dar mblas,

Tri bhaineannu is fireannu,

On mathair go dti an mac?”

“But one man loved the pilgrim soul
you”

-

It is hoped to carry an obituary in a
future issue. Ed




George Gilmore And The

Republican Congress In Perspective

Following the resignation of Peadar
O'Donnell, George Gilmore and Frank
Ryan from the IRA in 1934, a left-wing
Irish Republican Congress was established
with Gilmore and Ryan as Joint Secre-
taries. The Protestant Republican George
Gilmore (1898-1985) is the name most
closely associated with the narrative of
that short-lived Congress venture. His first
pamphletThe Irish Republican Congress
was a contemporary, agitational one,
published in 1935 by the Republican Left
Irish diaspora in the USA, the Connolly
Union Printery of New York, and it
certainly does make for stirring reading.
Gilmore's second pamphlet on the theme,
The 1934 Republican Congreswas
published in Dublinin 1969 by the Déchas
Co-op Society. That second narrative was
a retrospective assessment and has
received several republications. A 2011
edition has been published in Kilkenny by
the George Brown Memorial Committee,
with an Introduction by its chairperson
Péadraig Murphy, an IRA leader during the
1950s Border Campaign, and subsequently
a Workers' Party stalwart.

Gilmore's secularist Republican values

certainly shine through, but too often his ¢oncjusion. By 1938 de Valerahad secured

Government as sufficiently safeguarding
the imperial interests in peace and in war.
It held no threat to capitalist interests in
Ireland or to the imperial interests with
which they were interwoven. When it
failed to getacceptancein 1921 Document
No. 2 was discreetly swept under the
carpet. Now it emerged again. While the
retention by the government of the land
annuities hitherto handed to Britain was
the chief economic slogan of the 1932
General Election, the removal of the oath
of allegiance to the Crown and of the
Governor-Generalship were the specific
constitutional changes calculated to
appeal most directly to the national senti-
ment expressed in the popular slogan,
'On to the Republic!' ... In 1934, when

the Republican Congress came into being,

the Fianna Féil government was attempt-
ing to suppress both the militant Blueshirt
movement and the spontaneous militant
republican reaction to it, and was trying
to come to terms with the British Empire
in a settlement along the lines of Docu-
ment No. 2. It could truly claim that it
was the party dading the national
struggle, but that struggle had, under its

leadership, ceased to be a struggle for the

independence of the Republic of Ireland"
(2011 edition, pp 7-8).

But that was a completely nonsensical

narrative has been seized upon for qUiteRepuincan independence for the 26
unrealistic leftist make-belief about the - nties and proved it to be so in World

"might have beendf Irish history. It was

| : . W War Two. Churchill knew that to be the
one thing for Gilmore's 1935 agitational 55 and ranted and raved accordingly.

pamphletto seek to advance the cause of thg)ore important, Nationalist Ireland also

Republican Congress by fulminating against  ne\y it to be the case, and regarded Gil-

Fianna Fail's supposed failure to be Repub-mqre's quibbling to be beside the point.
lican enough. It was quite a different matter e cannot get a realistic picture of the
for his 1969 retrospective to learn little from Republican Congress failure by reading
history as to de Valera's triumph in securing George Gilmore's analysis, unless, in the

Republican sovereignty for the 26 County yrqcess, it is to recognise the failure in :
state on the eve of the Second World War,Giimore himself. It is only in private engaged in another controversy that has

and to blame either the Labour Party Or correspondence, such as in the ﬁrstpub"_resonances in current responses to wartime

Congress's owtWorkers' Republicfaction

cation of the letter that follows, that

Protestants. Ulster Loyalism was rep-
resented in the debate by the Reverend
Frederick S. Leahy of the National Union
of Protestants. In the April 1951 issue
George Gilmorereplied as follows to some
of Leahy's earlier arguments:

"Mr Leahy's insistence that partition
isto be regarded as a religious and not a
national issue is carried to its logical
conclusion in his statement that if the
King of England should turn Papist the
Protestant North would no longer stand
for partition... The mentality that
approaches a 1951 question from a 1641
viewpoint is not grown up, and when Mr
Leahy emphasises the liveness of the
1641 tradition in North-East Ulster he
seems to me to be very authentic. Having
old associations with Portadown | know
how alive it is at a certain level and how
convenient at another level. Without that
experience | think I would find it difficult
to believe that people can still, after the
passage of three hundred years, be
haunted by fears based upon the exper-
iences of pioneer settlers in a hostile
country. Is itany wonder that in 1641 the
planters, newly come to Ulster, should
have been dealt with angrily and terribly
in the rush of that rising of the evicted
people against the grabbers? But what of
the experience of the Protestant minority
in the Nationalist areas of Ulster when
they were suddenly left to the mercy of
theIRAIn 1920-22? They were no longer
planters then, but Irishmen, and however
withdrawn from the national struggle they
were, or even hostile to it, they were not
thought of as foreigners and they were
notmassacred nor driven from their farms.
The establishment of a Tory bridgehead
statelet is another matter. After all the
Protestant George Washington did not
permitthe Protestant Tories who opposed
him to collect into a self-governing state
in New York. He deported them and
confiscated their property, and many of
them found a refuge in the Toryism of the
Roman Catholic French Canadians".

A decade later, George Gilmore was

Army Deserters issue. In thédh Timesn

forthe rapid disappearance of the Republicangjimore acknowledged a real dynamic 26t August 1960 Donal O'Donovan wrote
Congress as a force with relevance to Irishpyahing de Valera's success.

politics. In his retrospective assessment, Gil-
more maintained:

Itis difficult notto conclude that George

Gilmore was a political failure in terms of

"Document No. 2 had never been
widely understood, and now, by the
people, it was forgotten. It was not

offering any programmatic solutions to
the problems of either North or South,

forgotten by the creators of the new although one must recognise an uncom-

(Fianna Fail) party. That document, put Promising integrity throughout. Yet he
forward by President de Valera in 1921 also remained a formidable polemicist,
as an alternative to the 'Treaty' settlement,with gems of sharp observation often
was an attempt to find a formula that mixed in with politicalnon sequitursin
would, by removing symbols of sub- 1950 51 the then Editor ofhe Bell

jection, reconcile the national sentiment
ofthe Irish people to a form of association

Gilmore's life-long comrade Peadar O'
with the British Empire that might, itwas Donnell, opened up its pages to a debate

hoped, be acceptable to the British under the heading 6The Fears of Ulster

of a visit to Dachau Concentration Camp:

"l went there (Dachau) with the mixed
feelings of one who comes from a country
which was neutral during the 1939-45
war. Ireland was officially neutral while
9,000,000 died in the concentration camps
of Europe; but Irishmen as individuals
were far from neutral. They followed,
broadly speaking, the pattern of their
upbringing. Those of the Ascendancy or
'Castle Catholic' families hoped—and,
indeed, worked—for the speedy ending
by the Allies of the Nazi evil. Those who
had an extreme Republican background
still believed that 'England's difficulty is
Ireland's opportunity." To them, the
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obscenities and horrors of Belsen and can only imagine that | would have not America, basing it on the Trade Union
Buchenwald, Ravensbriick and Ausch-  acceptedtheinvitationifihad beensober.’ principles of James Connolly.
witz never happened.”

Itis difficult to know whether this piece | myself met O'Donovan only the once, FlgggsgEL(;?SJ(IDORNE?_E?T?SG
should be viewed as a guilt-ridden son'sand found whatever conversation was Clonard Cottage
expiation of the perceived sins of his father, forthcoming from him to be little more Ballawley
or be more cynically viewed as a drunken than cynical. This was in 2003, atadouble Dundrum
embrace of the Ascendancy designed tobOOk launch, ofirish Secrets—German Co. Dublin
secure more rapid promotion, with EspionageInWartimeIreIand 1939-1945 November 30, 1936

X . . Mr. John F. O'Donnell
accompanying salary increases, inthatsam®y Mark M. Hull, andMI5 And Ireland & -5 ol oo o

Irish Times For O'Donovan undoubtedly 1939-1945—The Official Historgdited {5 £o<t 1514t Street

had his price. When O'Donovan died attheand introduced by Eunan O'Halpin, New York City

age of 80, his obituary in thesh Timeson ~ O'Donovan’s own cousin. O'Halpin's book USA

January 17, 2009—entitletDournalist, ~ carried a Foreword provided by the

PR executive and freelance spy for EastCambridge MI5 academic Christopher =" going to reply, at long last, to your

Germany-—proceeded to note: Andrew, and as both speakers and pUb_“Shilery welcome letter dated over a month ago.

"He was not the only member of his €' Sang the praises of British-Irish |"have been away on my travels again

family to be involved in espionage. His Intelligence cooperation, O'Donovan’s most of the time since | got it. Indeed | think
father, Jim O'Donovan, IRA director of face wore an expression of wry bemuse-l went away the very day | received it so far
chemicals during the War of Independence ment that seemed to denakéja vu as | remember. However the urgent matter
and the principal architect of the bombing mentioned in it was dealt with just before |
campaign in Britain during the Second =~ Whatever had led to O'Donovan's ful- |eft.
World War, was the IRA's link-man with minations against Irish wartime neutrality | sent a letter to Mrs. A. Kelly, written in
the Abwehr and sheltered the Nazi spy and republicanism, George Gilmore Bilbao,containing some matter thatlthought
Hermann Goertz. He was interned in the responded to him in thigish Timeson  You might like to use for the "Echo”.

Dear John,

Curragh for two years. O'Donovan's mother, . I do not know whether the poison cam-
Mary, was a sister of Kevin Barry, who was 29th August 1960: paign around the Spanish war has been as
executed by the British in 1920... After "The picture that emerges from Donal yir jjent in America as it has here. If it has,
some casual work in thesh Timeshe was O'Donovan's article on Dachau (August g5 me such statement of facts in the Basque

in 1954 offered a permanent job. Three ~ 26th) of the Irish republican tradition s coyntry would be useful as an antidote.
years later he was appointed as a leader & breeder of pro-Nazi, or even tolerant- | 5’ sending you some news cuttings
writer and, from 1961 to 1970, he was an ~ ©f-Nazi, sentiment and of the "Ascend- \yhich will give you some idea of recent

assistant editor..." ancy' and the 'Castle Catholics’ as gyents here.
?;;anif OrfdfﬂTog-%cgﬁz\?;ﬁnﬁ?;t;fwy The "Christian" Front movement s going
i i " i ' . : very strong and is even causing De Valera's
.Thelrlsh Timescolum’'An !rlshman S does notemember those years of the rise GO\)//ernmegnt anxiety asitis real? an attempt
Diary" reported on 28th April 1998: y Y P

and development of Fascism in Europe, 15 reorganise the Cosgravite forces on a

"Deeply interested in politics, he has € need only look through the files inthe qefinite Fascist basis, using the "save
been director of elections for Fianna Fail  National Library to see that Irish repub-  cyistianity" slogan.
in Co Wicklow... Now 70yearsofage ... licanswere campaigning againstFascism ¢ is really very serious for, although, so
none of us could have suspected in our @nd Nazism and exposing the horrors of t5¢ it has been almost entirely composed of
wildest dreams that he was a spy for the ~concentrationcampsyear afteryear, whilehe gjyeshirt Anti-Republican elements
German Democratic Republic's Stasi the conservative elements that he .ith a sprinkling of Fianna Fail & I.R.A.
secret service during the cold war... He ~ Mentions were drawing inspiration from payty people) still it has succeeded in silenc-
now reveals all in his autobiographijtle the Nazi camp and encouraging the jq ai| other groups. The "Irish Press" will
Old Man Cut Short. He is a self- development of similar shirty political 5t print anything that would serve as Anti-
confessed alcoholic and throughout the ~ te€chniques here. lam notsure that | know pagcist propaganda. Neither will any other
book he blames booze for some of his ~ What an ‘extreme republican is', but I do hanerin Ireland. The Labour Party has anew
less successful enterprises. He was Know thatwhen the Spanish people wereyeekly paperjustissued, but the first number
approached by two Stasi members in P€ingmassacredby ltalian Fascistarmiesyig not contain any mention of either the
1961 while on a journalistic assignment ~ @nd German Nazi bombing squadrons, ascist drive in Ireland or in Spain or
in Berlin. The two, posing as journalists, ~ @nd when that desperate defence ofyny\here else. Afew of the North of Ireland
wanted himto actastheir eyesand earsin démocracy had its repercussions in thegggizjist Party & Labour Party people and
Ireland, to go to meetings abroad and to  Dublin streets, neither the ‘Ascendancy’ o rselves are the only ones who have done
report their findings to them. Whatmade ~ P€ople nor the ‘Castle Catholics’ were 5y thing whatever to stem the rush.
him join up?'l was flattered, intrigued noticeably active striving to rescue i g4t some very good authentic inform-
and curious about the prospectofentering ~ P€0PIe's minds from the horrible doctrines 4ion in Bilbao that would help to prove (not
the world of John le Carré. And | was  that produced Dachau. They left that to it there have been no Republican or Left

most of the time fairly drunk. They would ~ the Republicans.” wing excesses in Spain—unfortunately there
pay my expenses and a fee commensurate have been plenty) but that there has also been
with the value of my reportsie describes The letter that follows was forwarded so much slaughtering of priests & monks by

his report to his masters &hort and  to me two years ago, in June 2011, by GailFranco's forces as well, that it is absurd to call
harmless' He took a few diplomats to Malmgreen, who had come across it in theit war for religion on either side.

lunch in Dublin to obtain their views of grchives of the Transport Workers' Union Thatistheline of Propaganda here. Franco
issues of the day in Europe... Looking of America held in New York University. 1S held up as a defender of Christianity
back on his experience, wh_lch he NOW And. indeed, it had been leftto its diaspora(nea”y all his ger]erals are quite openly
regards as one of the low episodes of his T - Freemasons, and in Spain Freemasonry is
life, he writes ruefully:'Since | drank membe_rsh|p in the USA for_ thg Irish definitely anti-Christian) but no paper in
alcoholically for 30 years, | could notsay Republican Congress to provide its only |re|and will publish anything like that. | got
that my essay into espionage was morelasting legacy of substance, the construct-a statement from a Basque Priest who was at
drunken than any other part of my life. | ion of the Transport Workers' Union of our Republican reception in the Mansion



House in 1932 in which he gave me all sorts & it was not allowed to be put to the vote. off with vague half promises.
of facts that would surprise our innocent | note your statement that Sean Russell Of course he could not accede to their
"Christian” Front supporters. | supplied his confessed thathe had believedthat De Valergequest without smashing the "Treaty" to
statement to the papers but not one wouldmight "make good". Itis quite a confession, flitters, but there could have been a great
publish a word of it. {The name of this because those people used to be fond ofgitation for it if they had held meetings in
Basque priest was Father Ramon Labordasaying that we were nearer to Fianna Failpyplin instead of trusting to the back stairs.
who would visit Ireland again from January than they were. | am glad he said that. Of They have anew organisationinthe North
to March 1937, addressing public meetings course it is perfectly true. The section that now that was really organised as a support
insupport of the Spanish Republic in both the won out in the I.R.A. Executive was the one for Fianna Fail but was certainly buoyed up
Gaiety Theatre, Dublin, and the Ulster Hall, that fought for the slogan "Don't embarrass with the expectation that the new Free State
Belfast, but who was refused permission to Fianna Fail" at the three Conventions held Constitution would do something for them.
speakin Queen's University Belfast—MO'R} after Fianna Fail got into power, as opposedThe two abstentionist M.P.s for Tyrone-
o , to our effort to make an immediate move to Fermanagh are init. So is Donnelly M.P. for
_ The one good point in it is that O'DUffy |ead past Fianna Fail. Armagh. The National League (Devlinite)
jumped into the defence of Franco's brand of | think that your idea of remaining in the  is hostile to it and it has roped in a lot of the
Christianity first. That means there are Cjann {the Fenian Brotherhood organisation present day I.R.A. in the North. (The North
different factions competing for the honour iy the USA, Clan na Gael—MO'R} & work- s the only place where the I.R.A. has much
of that Crusade. If Cosgrave’s people had gofing to use it as a lever to force a United membership now, and that is because there
infirst it would have been even more serious. Republican Front is perfectly correct. need be no differentiation there between

The political situation at present is that At present the Clann is only a support for | R A. & Fianna Fail).

De V. is in the saddle more firmly than he the New Party which is aninfluence, notfor  They may begin to kick up their heels a bit
has ever been. The Only_ o_ther movementunity, but against it. But that is because thenow that Dev has disappointed them with
thatmoves atallis the Christian Frontwhich o|d tired three-fourths Fianna Fail influence his Constitution.

is being hammered more definitely into the at the head of the Clann has won a pull, just  This has been a terribly hurried letter. |
shape of an oppositionto De V. as it has in the I.R.A. am rushing to catch a mail boat. There

I enclose a cutting of the Ard Fheis ofthe 5o jong as thatinfluenceisin the ascendantyould be no other for 4 days.
|.R.A. party {Cumann Poblachta na h- there will be no Republican movement in  vou asked after my health. Indeed, | am
Eireann—MO'R}. You will see on the jreland worth speaking of. But | quite agree sorry to say that | am becoming a bit of a
executive the names of all the I.R.A. leadersyyith you that it is inside the Clann you can crock. | suppose it is old | am getting, but
with the single exception of Sean Russell. pest work for the triumph of better ideas. certainly | do not seem to be able to stand
_ Sean's position is a bit peculiar: Speaking The Congress formation simply ceases toany little hardships the way | used to be able.
in a general sense itwould be true to say thahave any meaning or value once it becomes | crashed in an airplane in the Basque
his dollar drive in U.S.A. was for the New 4 jittle organisation all out on its own. Its Country & hurt my leg a bit & then from that
Party. Butstill heis, and always was, person-only meaning is to be a centre forrallying all or from something else I got sort of knocked
ally against the idea of the formation of the the really Republican groups for a common up & have not recovered very well yet.
Party. He quarrelled with all the other effort, Indeed | was lucky, though, because the
members ofthe A.C. {IRA Army Council— | think you realise as well as | do that, ajrplane was smashed to flitters and | was
MO'R}onthatissue when they were starting whether that rallying comes today or next the only one who got out through the door.
it, but not enough to cease to work with year, it will have to come before there is a They others were flung out through the
them. . serious Republican movement. At present,broken up sides of it & some were severely

It is true that the Party H.Q. was in his jtwould be an exaggeration to say that thereinjured. It was quite exciting too because we
house du_rlng the recentelectlons, butt.henltis any Repubiican movement. There arehad had gOt lost and had made a forced
is also his brother's house and his sister'snany little Republican organisations. The |anding and I did not know for half an hour
house. Sean's reason for being against thenly movements are Fianna Fail and thewhether we were in the enemy's territory o
Party is even more backward than the otherChyistian” Front. If Dev has an election not—and they have a short way with
peoples’ support for it. Sean says he has ngoon he will be returned stronger than ever. prisoners.
politics. He really has the weirdest ideas — one very significant thing in that respect | had to play very cautiously & pretend |
about political matters & his "no politics” has been the dropping from the New could not understand a word until | found
stand has played into the hands of the Fianngonstitution of any change in the Free Stategut. | can tell you | was glad to see the
Fail people justas much as McBride's Fiannarelations with the British Empire. We Basque flag sewed on the volunteers' jackets
Failism has. . . expected that Dev would play his "external when they came along. It is like this:

The reason | say that his c_oIIeCtlon of association" card at the next election. He {Giimore here reproduced a drawing of
dollars was really for the Party is that when now feels so safe that he is saving thatthe Basque flag—similar to a Union Jack
several Organlsatlons that are nomlna"y Trurnp card for another time. The new but with a white cross Superimposed on ’a
separate—suchas|.R.A,, CumannnamBanconstitution only regulates our internal green x, set in turn on a red background—

|.R.P.D.F. {lrish Republican Prisoners’ affairs. So he still has his Trump card for the MO'R }
Dependants’' Fund—MO'R} & New Party— fyture. Red white green

have the main force of their activities aimed v 1 /
in one direction, itisinthatdirectionthatthe A rather interesting thing at the Fianna
main portion of their funds will go too. And Fail Ard Fheis was that several Clubs had Now | must rush to catch the mail with
now the main activity is certainly aimed at resolutions proposing that the new Con- this letter.
the coming general election. stitution should make itpossible for Northern ~ Would you write again and tell us how
The press cutting of the New Party Ard M.P.s to take their seats in an all-Ireland things are shaping. | do not know exactly
Fheis does not mention what was, to my Parliament. Of course Dev would not hear how much control you have in the "Echo”
mind, the most important resolution that of suchathing. Buthe had keptthem stringingbut | am sure you can do a good deal with it
was before it. The Drogheda branch had aalong after him on that issue for the past 12and really, although we just failed to get our
resolution proposing that members of the months nearly. Republican Front last time, | shouldn't
Party should not be allowed to be also We proposed to the Northern M.P.s a wonder if the urge for it should come from
members of any Fascist organisations suchiong time ago that they should hold public America again next time.
as the "Christian" Front. It was especially meetings in Dublin demanding that, & stir ~ Wishing you the best of luck,
aimed at Dr. Brennan, a member of their up an agitation that would get the supportof  Yours sincerely,
first executive, who took a leading part in a lot of Fianna Fail supporters. But instead George Gilmore
organising the "Christian" Front. of that they just kept coming up to see Dev
The H.Q. people opposed the resolution privately about it, and he kept putting them Manus O'Riordan
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Music Review

O Riada's Receipt?

Apart from the recording (by the RTH
Concert Orchestra-presumably named
emulation of the BBC's similarly versatil¢
band) of theMlise Eiresound-track, all the
material on this CD was specially-recordg
by the RTE National Symphony Orchest
conducted by Robert HoulihaMise Eire

is conducted by Proinnsias O Duinn|

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Letter submitted to Irish Examiner (3 May), but not published

- Food Supplies And The ‘Famine’

2 Disinformation is spread by Allen Crosbie's letter (Examiner, 22Apr2013) reg
the 1845-50 ‘famine’. He provides 'proof' that oats was cattle feed; that "prepa

2d pats for human consumption took four to five hours". He adds;"...itis doubtful w

a the average Irish farmer would have had either the knowledge or the means of re
them palatable."

arding
ation c
hether
ndering

Let's proceed through the recording; Track Ordnance Survey maps completed prior to that ‘famine".
1is the Overture Olynthaic, written when oatmeal never was. In the late 1940s in Co. Galway my cousins ate oaten "stir

) Mr. Crosbie is belied by the ubiquitousness of grain-kilns and —mills shown on
While oats is livestog¢k feed
about

he was in his mid-twenties in 1955 ar|d every breakfast, and brought oaten bread with them to school. The oats was of their owr

firstperformedin 1956. Itis very vigorous production and was dried and milled in adjacent Templetogher townland at Egar
and well worth a listen. Though what @ and mill (also on that map).
young composer was doing in the mid-

‘s kiln

But Mr. Crosbie covers-up genocide. He never mentions the direct cause of Irgland's

1950s composing an Overture, lord knows. starvation; the at-gunpoint removal of its abundant grains, barreled meats, livestock,
It may have to do with O Riada’s dis- poultry- and dairy-products, etc. Resistance against that genocide was so great that it

tinctly tongue in cheek attitude to the execution required a larger British force (69 regiments of its then-empire army of 137)

patrimony (cough!) of 'Western Classical than was used to conquer the Indian subcontinent.
Music'. In the 1960s O Riada gave a serles  Lord Clarendon wrote at the time: “But for the onerous duty of escorting provis
of lectures on Radio Eireann claiming that the army in Ireland would have little to do.”
Irish'traditional' music was itself a ‘classical’
music (in the manner of Chinese, Indian and
Iranian and other traditions). Presumably most popular works and it is easy to see (orbeen at the back of O Riada's mind). The
he meant what he said—but the 'Euro-should that be 'hear'?) why. It is very Andante is something of a 'night piece’,
centric', as he would have described it, musicvigorous, enjoyable, music. He maintains though not as sinister ake Banks of Sulan
on this disc demonstrates his detachment. all the niceties (but this is outgoing stuff), The Allegro has a whiff of Bartok and of

It must be emphasised it does notwhile using all the resources of the string Gerschwin—in the use of drums and
demonstrate sloppiness or lack of craft. orchestra (according to the BBC virtually a timpani—a bit of Poulenc-like jolliness

After the Olynthaic (title unexplained) 'British'monopoly). The movements marked would not have come amiss.
piece we gethe Banks Of Sulé(apparently  Lento e rubatpLento sostenutand simply After all this comeMise Eirg(Orchest-
there isn't a river, or even stream called Lentoare important parts of the structure, ral Suite)}—meaning a concert hall /
Sulan), it exhibits O Riada's ambiguous which is almost Brahmsian in that it is recordable piece made out of his music for
attitude to his musical material. (It also restrained in terms of volume—there are nothe film. It (Mise Eire) was a compilation
exhibits the oddities of programme-writers. very loud or very soft passages. of newsreel and privately-made footage,
The booklet issued with this CD claims itis ~ Seoladh na nGamhaithe Herding of ~ @nd stills, about the lead up to the 1916
"pastoral in mood:" It is true to say that we the Calves) is a straightforward piece of Easter Rising—itwas a Gael-Linn product
start in—almost—Vaughan William-like ‘cow-pat' 'Irishry’. The ‘cow pat' phrase 2nd was felt to be a turning point in Irish

‘cow pat' territory. But most of the 9.05 was Elizabeth Lutyens': it was part of her ﬁl(;?j hcijsiory. (?]Riad?f's TUTif: ?ustlhz\/e
minutes are quite sinister, it feels like a +, added fo such an efiect. Irish melodies

counter-attack on enforced 'Englishry’, had b hestrated bef ¢
cityscape, and nota smug suburban one eitherduring much of her career from the 1930s ad been orchestrated betore, of course,
usually in polite Victorian eunuchoid form.

. Thenl there is Nomos No. 1 (h_e choseto '7|Os. She used Schoenb_erg's 'twelveBut here they were (in Hollywood manner
Nomos' as a catch all name for his largertone' procedures, though being a WomanoffullgiantRRRomanticorchestraI form)
works. It has been described as issue-hardly helped her careeBeoladh na Réisin DubhSliabh na mBan. and others.
avoiding, but he was on a Stravinskyian nGamhanis a solidly professional item, The effectdn audiences trair11ed—up by the
journey through 'Euro-centric music. most listeners would not object if it Was Graat and the Good to sneer at such 'hog
'Ireland' has a quite strong tradition of used to fill the time in a radio schedule. ,sic’ must have been near incredible.
engagement with that tradition—but then, Whether most would relish it as a concert\ynether it is 'good music' or not hardly
so did Russia, Stravinsky's birthplace.) hall piece is questionable. ‘Irishry’ was comes into the question—as it happens it
Nomos No. 1 is subtitledHercules Dux pushed by fans of RVW's music and his js a professional job, backed up by genuine
Ferrarie, but has no 'programme’ (a story- book / manifestdNational Music and legitimate patriotic passion.

like narrative). Itwas composed inthe mid- ~ Cathal Breslin is the piano soloist in  The 'Bonus Track'is Sean O Sé singing
fifties (1957 to be precise), and is a bit of Nomos No. 4 AndanteandAllegro) it is O Mnana hEireann(Women of Ireland),
'twelve-tonery', using procedures pioneeredRiada’s gesture to a piano concerto. Up to ahe music composed by O Riada in 'Euro-
by Arnold Schoenberg in Vienna in the point—the piano writing is not brilliant, centric' strophic form (of the sort used by
1910s (when he wasn't in uniform fighting which must make bringing the thing off a Schubert, Gershwin,—and Vaughan-
for Hapsburg Austria). Its eight short problem—andthe thing mightnothave beenwilliams. O Sé sings it well, with a full
movements have titles lik&Canon conceived as such (concerto-like—certainly heart—it is interesting to speculate what
Passacaglia and Fuga—a Lenten notasa Romantic 'duel’ between the piandits fortunes might be even in 2013 if it
engagement you might think. There is alsoand the orchestra. Though the early-were released as a 'single'.

Tempo di valse This is one of O Riada's 'ClassicalSinfonia Concertantaight have Sean McGouran

Chris Fogarty

ions,



11 undertherule of the old Worker's Party the Rules of Practice for Obstetricians.
who wanted a push towards abortion onWhat the Supreme Court recommended

Does demand but softly bit by bit until itbecame was that these Rules should be enshrined

It a reality. This became quite clear in the in statute law for the sake of legal clarity.
Stack leaked tapes revealed by ti&nday That is what the Taoiseach should have

Up 5 Independenbn 28th April 2013 when done. Instead of doing that he has allowed

Labour TDs Ann Ferris and Aodhan O the"suicide ideation'tonceptto be putin
Riordain made their positions and that of the Bill without any medical support for
their leader Eamon Gilmore clear infavour doing so. We all know that the Labour
of abortion on demand with no time Party are pushing forabortion-on-demand
restrictions. to satisfy a clamorous minority in the
After Taoiseach Enda Kenny lied about party.
e law, the TV, radio and print media One woman TD from the West of
began to spew out one lie after another.Ireland did refer in the Dail ttfornica-
Much was made of the Supreme Courttion", but apart from that there had been a
direction to the Dail to change the law. It great reticence to connect the intentional
did no such thing and it has not the powerkilling of babies with the sexual intercourse
to do so. Then again the media stated thavhich is a necessary precursor to having a
Supreme Court decision in the X Casebaby. Perhapsitis appropriate that a party
. . ecame part of our common law. It did entitled the Labour Party should be
then what 1S all t.he. expensive fuss about not. It interpreted what the Constitution attempting to facilitate recreational sex.
Anq what 's a Bill if not an enactment of says—incorrectly as it has turned out, Because that is precisely what it is doing.
legislative change? Inthe 6 o clock and 9bec:ause the Court was persuaded thaNone of us were aborted and we all, each
° CIC.)Ck RTE News on 1st May 2013, the "suicide ideationWwas a risk to a pregnant of us, prefer to be alive rather than killed.
Taoiseach EndaKenny was shown mak!n%\/oman‘s life and this medical situation No circumstances ever justifies intention-
the same untrue statement to the '“S*has now been found to be false. Pregnanglly killing another human being. The vast
.people..Of course the law will be Changec‘women do not feel suicidal because ofresources expended on abortion would be
if the Bil be(_:omes I.aw! We know that being pregnant as a matter of medical factfar better spent on helping unfortunate
E”df”‘ Kenmjied pUt in the usual moral And thata pregnantwoman's mental healtrwomen who have a surprise pregnancy to
Iqssnud_e ofthe Ir.'Sh people—w<? ‘,fvatChedis notimproved by abortionis also medical bear the child and then either rear the child
E'm do ('jt anr(]j said to o_urselvesc.i V‘('je" he,fact accepted by psychiatrists worldwide. within the family or put the child up for
hZi"tl?lstgat q ﬁzatc;,h%e:lc;tb%ajjﬁag_e dO:tSt';é _ adoption. It can be done and it is done and
" . : . The most unfortunate death of Savita should be done more oftenwhen necessary.
Taoiseach's bI_atant lie. And if we were aHaIappanavar became the subject of quite
Frulydemocral_tlc people we would bellgve outrageous and unjustified attempts in There are those sad economists who
|n.ademocr_at|cvc_)te ofourreprgsentgtlvesrhe Irish Timesnd indeed elsewhere to say that the world will become over-
V.V'thOUt thelr havmg to be wh|ppec_j Into manipulate public opinion and to manu- populated. John S. Mill proved it to his
Ilqe. Not into the Fine Gael Party Ilng— facture consent to abortion-on-demand.own satisfaction but is has not happened
m|nq you but into th,e ITabour Pgrty line The Irish media fed on it for months until yet and does not look likely to happen.
andinto Enda Kenny sline. The Fine G.aelit was gorged with lies and half-truths up The people starving to death in the world
supporters are solld_ly against ab.ort'onuntilthetimeoftheinquest, which showed today are demonstrably in those countries
other t'hap fpr. medical reasons if the—and the jury and coroner concluded— whose mineral wealth is being stolen by
mother's life is in danger. But the_n Endalthat Savita died due to medical mis- more developed countries. More food is
Kenn.ywas notelected !eaderof Fine Gaeadventure and her death was not becausbeing wasted in the more developed
for his mo_raI anq ethical rectitude but she did not get an abortion on demand.countries than would be needed to stave
because his P_a.rllamen.tary party though%he died because she did not get the correaiff famine in Third World countries. We
he had the ability _to win elect|c_>ns. And treatment at the right time—due partly to enjoy our beef dinners but we know that
like Bertie Ah.ern N F|anna} Fail he has a delay in laboratory tests results. Swornthe food supporting the vast herds of large
QOne that. W'”. he.repeat.|t three MOT€ evidence was given and accepted that aanimals would, if fed directly to people
t'mes like Bertle did for Fianna F.a"? : pregnant woman who has a very seriousinstead of to the animals, supportup to ten
.th'nk that IS extremely doubtful if not infection such as Savita had, is madetimes more people than are existing on
impossible. Bertie av0|ded_ .the X Casfaworse by an induced abortion becausemeat and dairy products today. We also
fall-out. He enacted the decision and left Itinduced abortion opens up more tissues tdknow that a starving person would rather

like that. . o . i
. the infection in the mother. be fed than dead. Population growth is not
The Supreme Court in the X Case had a valid reason for abortion.

interpreted the law and the Constitution Despite the Coroner's verdict that

and nothing further needed to be done anébortion law had nothing to dowith Savita's  Enormous resources have been moved
so Bertie Ahern had not done anything.death—the media, and in particultihe  into influencing public opinion on
Everyone knew what the law is and Irish Times, continues to flog the case abortion. The abortion industry is itself
everyone accepted it but the liberals whoform day to day in an attempt to frighten enormous. For example London is
were waiting for their chance down the people into abortion-on-demand. probably théabortion capital“of Europe.
line. Liberals like lvana Bacik forexample  In Ireland the medical practice has Abortion is one of the big UK invisible
and others in minority groupings—if not always been and still is that the mother'sexports and one abortion clinic in London
outright fringe groupings, iftruth be told— life is the primary consideration in any is reported to do two hundred abortions a
and then there was the Labour Party Markmedical treatment. This is spelled out in week. That is ten thousand babies killed
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EnbA KENNY's CONSTITUTION .

It is an old saying thdthe devil can
guote Sacred Scripture for his own
purposes”, or words to that effect. In
Taoiseach Enda Kenny's case, he says tt}vﬁ
Constitution of Ireland is hi$Book".
And on 2nd May 2013 he was quoted in
the national print media telling his Fine
Gael and Labour TDs th&he Law is not
being changed'He was referring trhe
Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill
2013'.If the law is not being changed,
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every year in just one clinic. The cost is Oh yes, we hear about special situationsfamily to kill the murderer's child? Since

said to be £1,000 each which means thidike rape or incest but since when haswhenis it OK to kill someone who getsin

clinic alone takes in £10,000,000 eachsociety descended to killing the child for the way of your career?

year. And that is just one of many clinics the outrage committed by the father? Since Meditate carefully on it.

in London. Think of how much the whole when is it all right for a murder victim's Michael Stack ©

UK economy is earning from abortions:
The Irish public and the TDs an

Senators are being subjected to great

pressure in the media and by an arm ofRegiStEFEd Employment Agreements:

lobbyists to change public opinion i ] ] |
favour of abortion. Millions of euros ar an Important VICtory'

being spent by the lobbyists to promulgdte  The [ abour Party has rendered a significant service to organised labour in thelcurren
lies and half-truths. Reference was mgdecyisis. In 2010 some fast food companies challenged the constitutionality of agreements
above to the X Case. This case has bpepeached by Joint Labour Committees which, once registered, have automat|c legal
mentioned in the media in recent months 55 jication throughout most (though not exclusively) low paid sectors coverind up to
every day. Some days it is trotted qut 200,000 workers. The Fianna Fail Government at the time, responding to infensive
several times, as if it was relevant to the oppying by SIPTU and other Unions, declared its intention to legislate to remdve the
presentdiscussion on abortion. The puljlic consitutional threat to the system but fell from power before doing so. Follpwing
are led to believe that the Supreme Colirtyenewed Union lobbying, the new Government introduced legislation in September
in that case was in favour of abortion eVEn 011 to meet the challenge to the system, abandoning Fine Gael Minister Richard
though it was not. The public are led o gyton's plans tdreform” the system through its abolition. Bruton believed he fwas
believe that the X Case decided thatynning with the neo-liberal fashions of the time, and was convinced the Troikawould
abortion-on-demand should be legislated gpp1aud his initiative. But SIPTU secured confirmation from the Troika that this wias far
for, though it did not. What the Suprene rom the case (See, 'Saving the Social Republic—Legislation to underpin the LLabour

Court decided (on incorrect information oyt system’.abour Comment/IPRSeptember 2011).
as it now transpires) was the right of X fo

TRADE UNION NOTES

danger of suicide.

In its obiter dictathe Court asked fo _ . . | I : 1
clarity in the laws. Asking for clarity hag governing the electrical trades. It ruled thisconstitutional'on the basis of provisiors

no legal effect on anyone or on anythifg ©f the 1946 Industrial Relations Act. But, despite much media commentary to th¢ effect
and it was not incumbent on any

twenty years. In the thirteenth Amendment General President, Jack O'Connor:

to the Constitution passed on 23fd "The Industrial Relations Act (Amendment) 2012, which the Labour Party in Goverpment
December 1992, the Constitution was succeeded in getting passed by the Oireachtas, does appear to address the issugs that h
changed to give effectto the actual decisfon  been highlighted in today's judgement... Only last year the Oireachtas legislated to
of the Supreme Court and Article 40.3|3  Preserve the infrastructure of the REAs and what is clear is that this Supreme Court
as a result now states the right to life of the judgement does not strike down the 2012 Act. It also appears from the wording of the

L judgement that the Supreme Court is allowing, without scrutinising the issues because
unborn would not limit freedom to trave they were not before them, that the 2012 Act is constitutionally compllaberty, May
between Ireland and another state. And so

2013).
the decision in the X Case is since 1902 _ . .
part of the law of Ireland. The X Cag The system of Joint Labour Committees, Employment Regulation Ordefs and

decision is therefore not relevant at all t?) Registered Employment Agreements was inherited from the old British Trades|Board

the Bill presently before the Dail. Act but, while this has since_withered on the_ vine in _Britain, in Ireland i_t was g'e_atly
The Supreme Court did not decide tHat expanded through the operation of the Industrial Relations Act of 1946 which estaplished
the entire Labour Court system. Under this, Employer and Trade Union bodjes for

suicide ideation is a reason for abortion| It ) - o )
decided that a person, any person, hds Qartlculartrades or sectors agree minimum wages and terms and conditions, whig¢h, whel
, ' yolved.

right to travel. The Constitution of Irelan
does not say suicide is areason for abort
So why does the Taoiseach Enda Ker
say "the Constitution is my BooR"It
obviously is not his book if he is going 1
pass a law giving someone wituicide
ideation"an abortion.

The whole discussion at present
emotionally driven and does not stand
logically.

Other than intentional abortion to sa
the life of the mother, | have never se
nor heard cogent logical arguments

H registered with the Labour Court, have legal application throughout the sectorsin

on. The Industrial Relations Act 1946 pre-dates the era of extensive constit

ny'interpretation” by the Courts. Itsdesign flaws,"in constitutional terms, concern
firstly the sole power of the elected authority (the Dail)—rather than the Labour C

o to force citizens to comply with regulations and secondly the imposition of Agree
on bodies (e.g. employers not members of employer organisations) who were In
Relations Act 1946.

is The destruction of the JLC/REA system would have brought an open-gadedo
thhe bottom"of wages and conditions in many sectors that today are characteri

extensive casualisation (e.g. catering, contract cleaning, construction etc.). Alo
e the protections for contract workers, achieved notably by SIPTU under the Part
b System, these Agreements constitute a civilised culture of labour protection
in benchmark for reasonable terms of employment throughout Irish industry.

Itional
ed
Durt—
ments
dustrial

sed by
ng with
nership
and a

favour of intentional abortion-on-deman

Philip O'Connor




GUILDS continued

Il (1312-1377) alliances and ‘covir]s'
between masons and carpenters were
forbidden. As late as 1517 the daubgers
and masons of Coventry were denied|the
A combine which

fore the town council willingly conceddgd
that the twenty-one metalmen who
appeared before them and such othefs as
should afterwards serve a proper appien-
ticeship with any one of these charter
members should 'be taken and reputefl' to
be Gloucester's only company of metal-

many advantages which would recg
mend themselves more and more to
medieval traders, the mercers, groc
apothecaries, haberdashers, and the
as the struggle to maintain separate g
became increasingly severe" (p.97).
"By encouraging rival handicrafts

he
rs,
est,
[ds

right to combine... men" (p.77). merge their gild interests, the authorifles
limited its membership to joiners and "Professor Unwin regards thiscompdny  prevailed upon them to fulfill their civi
carvers doubtless served better to profect  as an expression, as he terms it, of [the obligations and play their part in tije
a monopoly in the developing than dne  ascendency of trading capital overindfis-  community's economic life" (p.98)
open to groups interested in other handi-  trial capital’, although he qualifies the "The fact that so many crafts in tjje
crafts” (p.57). statement because the company included more important towns never amalgain-

"Itis doubtful whether tanners or other in its membership the wire-drawers gnd  ated, but guarded their gild independefjce
communities were, atthistime organiged  the pinmakers. Their inclusion, he salys, to the last, leads to the inference fat
in separate gilds. At any rate there isfno  was probably due to the oppositeinfluefice  among the handicrafts at lease move
record that establishes the fact. Befpre  (presumably the ascendency ofindustfial menttoward amalgamation was in realgy
1416, the year in which the York tanngrs  capital over trading capital) since within  proof of the decline of early craft ideaff
set up their own gild, they had belonded  a few years of the date of the amalggm-  The handicrafts which were unable al¢he
to an association which included the  ation, Gloucester had become animpprt-  to protect and develop their individul
glovers and parchment makers” (p.6}).  ant seat of the pin manufacturdfiqus- interests joined some group with relatighs

trial Organisation London, 1902, p.38]. sufficiently close to make a joint unig
. WEAVERS "The fact that Professor Unwin nedds  feasible" (p.99).

In the Fifteenth Century—- to qualify his explanation necessarly

“necessity rather than choice seems to  §etracts from its worth as a reason forthe  In those communities the problempf
have driven various hancﬁcraﬁs in d|ffr- association of these various group|of excluding aliens was so absorbing af to
ent parts of the country into joining gild  pandicrafts" (p.77). overshadow all others. Indeed, the infflix
forces. In 1439, Oxford weavers werefon ThE HAMMERVEN of strangers probably acted as a splf to

their last legs and were forced to inite
the fullers to join their weavers' gilf.
These Oxford weavers, whose predeges-
sors had been among the first of the
English crafts influential enough to secyire
a gild, must have been in sore strait$ to
renounce it at this date. In their cafse,

. . _ OF LubLow
"Despite the difficulty inherent in any

attemptto harmonise the different factigns
in these large federation, in 1715, the
hammermen of Ludlow still worked to
increase the membership of their socigty.

link together handicrafts which migjt

otherwise have continued indefinitely
compete with one another.

"From the late Sixteenth centufly
onward, evidence prevails of the willingg-
ness of rival craftsmen to combinegn

X In fact the company is said to have owed

amalgamation seems clearly proof offhe ;¢ large membership to the pertinadity order to debar from the towns strancigers
decay of local gild power and prestig. with which its officials prosecutefd who made or endeavoured to disposf of

"When men realised that their own hammermenwho refused to join the rarfks their wares. By that time the danger tat
gilds had lost ground they joined fordes To all appearances. men who wished to’ threatened local trade and industry frgm
with some other group with whoge work at the metal créfts in the borougH of the invasion of foreigners became mfre
interests their were sufficiently close|to "\ 4jow were practicallv forced to ioih and more formidable in the small towfhs
enable them together to make the most of —p—);j_the organisation” (p.79) until even the merchants were force@to
the authority they could still exert.  After e raise the barriers maintained for centufges
all, sharing gild privileges with ond's ConcLUsIoN between them and the handicrafts, argl to
fellows was better than have no sharp at What was the significance ofthe moye-  join with the latter in forming commag
all in any gild" (p.69). ment in the evolution of the Guild systdm  societies. Accordingly there arose fe

"Moreover, the prevalence of Fifteenth- which gave rise and fostered the develpp- large bodies embracing different trages
century combinations comprising closely ment of amalgamation among the trafles and handicrafts until in the grefpt
related craftsmen, tends to prove thaf nognd handicrafts? Seventeenth-century aggregations wich
matter what may have been the cauge of "Immediately after the break-up of the were established in Faversham gnd
their creation, municipalities of the epdch gild merchantvarious groups of merchnt Wallingford the Whole process of g_i )
had given up the attempt wholly to kKgep  seem to have drawn together into gne  9rouping reached its culminating poifgt.
them apart" (p.69). organisation. In 1370, the Bristol merdh- The plan of association could scarcigly

"In making this, as it were, a conditipn ants, mercers, drapér and other dedlers have been carried further” (p.99, e

of their amalgamating, the crafts immed-
iately concerned appear to be registefing
aprotestagainstamovement {amalgama-
tion} that was, in reality, contrary to the
principles that had led the English
handicrafts to withdraw from the gild
merchant and erect gilds of their own} in
order that they might manage their o
affairs unhampered by outsiders" (p.1

TrRADING CAPITAL V.

together formed a common gild for the
purpose of regulating their own and the
city's commercial affairs" (p.97).
"These joint associations seemto h
secured for themselves as a body
mercantile privileges which they had
enjoyed in the days when the old g
merchant held sway." (p.97).

hve
the
Al
Id

Progress and Decline, Stella Kral
Columbia University Press, 1927).

(To be continued)

* George Unwin (1870-1925) held the c

English Craft Gilds, Studies in thdr

of Economic History at the University §if

Manchester—then the only one of its kindji

By the middle of the Sixteenth Centu

Y, the British Empire—from 1910 until his deg

edin 1925.
sh  Unwinwas a pacifist and greatly influencd
n- by Sidney and Beatrice Webb. He wrot

number of works on British economic, sodgal
. and business history, including Industigal
"We can readily comprehend hdw oyganization In The Sixteenth And Seventel

amalgamated companies, which soughti, centuries (1904), and The Gilds And Cdin-
to confine their membership to Men panies Of London (1908).
d

engaged only in mercantile pursuits, lja

if not indeed much earlier, amalgama
trading Guilds were the rule inthe Engl
commercial communities, and they cqd
tinued to be an active force.

INDUSTRIAL CAPITAL

"The Gloucester metalmen likewise
sought confirmation of their union |n
1607, following the gift to the city authdr-
ities of a charter authorising them|to
reduce into some company all the myster-
ies which before had not been under pny

uniform order or organisation... Where- Pat Maloney

23



GUILDS continued

given charge of that city's commerc|al
affairs, which seem to have been concern-

to have been handled by this compa
which was incorporated by Que¢
Elizabeth in 1557, and empowered to K
and sell allkinds of merchandise 'ingro
siue retallia'..." Corporation Records|
City of Dublin, Egerton MS, 1765).

MERCHANT v. CRAFT

An uneasy relationship existed betwe
the general mercantile fraternity and
craftsmen in _mediaeval towndJntil
particular groups of craftsmen could gat
together enough men to form a Guild
their own account, they may have join
the society of mercers because they ha
belong to some organisation if they wisH
legitimately to carry on their calling withi
an urban community.

The mercantile fraternity could le
tribute on outside handicraftsmen

teenth Century had opened their member-

ship to handicraftsmen, began to mgke
their admission increasingly difficult and
in some instances even impossik@d.
course, it was to the interest of merchiant
companies which wished to identify the

sdves with'grete aventourto repudiat
their connection with local handicraftsmen

"It is a matter of record that in most of
the larger boroughs as in the smaller, the
ordinary traders drew together into single
associations not only for the purposq of
making the distinction between them gnd
local craftsmen, but of maintaining |it

relations between the two groups gr¢

more and more strained, inasmuch as
haberdashers, in spite of the feltmakg
protests, persisted in asserting their rig
The feltmakers at last made formal apy
cation to the Crown for a charter whi
should confer upon them alone fU
authority to regulate their own craft" (p.44

"This antagonism is well illustrated b
what occurred when, as a compromi
the haberdashers and feltmakers w
given joint authority to search all foreid
wools. The feltmakers soon complain
that the haberdashers “have not used”
search “because the chiefest and nf
part of the merchants that bringeth in g

the ingrossers of the said wools 4re

haberdashers”..." (p.45)

DRAPERS AND TAILORS

"The associations entered into by
drapers and tailors form a second grd
which may be considered in connecti
with the merchant companies. So close \
the relation which these two trades bord
each other that civic officials were oftg
much exercised to keep them distinct. T

W fletchers proves that, by that time, tHg
henad found it expedient to join Guild forcg
rs'
ts. BREWERS AND BAKERS
li- Two vital industries of that age, t
h Brewers and Bakers, had a right 'barnd
Il "The time came when brewers could
). be deterred from baking eventhoughtt
y had never been apprenticed to t
5e,calling...". Consequently the brewers wq
Eréencouraged to join forces with the bakg
N for the common good. The bakers 4
ed prewers of Boston were licensed in 1§
thets pe a commonaltie of themselves
OStheir maintenance and good orderhich
n may be testimony to the fact that neit
r object had been attained when each g
was arrayed against the other. Nor
amalgamation necessarily kept lo
thebakers and brewers on friendly terms
up Some boroughs went so far as to m
bn the baking of white bread and of bla
asbread two distinct crafts. In 1393, Cantg
tobury required the bakers of white brea
N swear under pain of a severe penalt
USbake no black bread and the bakers

at one time the mayor of London went t
length of disenfranchising a citizen 'f
using drapery him being a tailor'. Butit w.
practically impossible to separate the t
trades. Both the drapers and the tailors
been accustomed to sell cloth by retail,

to judge from Acts of parliament they cop-

tinued to do so through succeeding ¢
turies. It was especially fitting that t
drapers and tailors should yield to t

'€ black bread to bake no white. The balde
' of brown bread didn't hang around eith
S In the days of the Tudors {1485-160
O the City of London prohibited bakers
ad hite bread and of brown from uniti
"Atheir corporate forces. By ancient ord
of the city,"bakers of both varieties ¢
bread had been two distinct occupatiarg

Nearly two hundred years later, 15§

n-
e
e

general impulse towards amalgamation, gndth€ London authorities insisted that
so secure for themselves the advantageakers of white bread and of brown
attaching to the system. Even though fhekeptapartsoasto preventtheinconve
two trades in London did not unite thdir ces whichwould arise if the ‘white bake

gilds, they demonstrated the closenesg ofwere permitted to bake brown bread «

their business interests by working togetl
to further them on more than one occasi
If the companies of the city thus ackno
ledged their interdependence, it is 1
surprising that the provincial gilds went
step further and made their unions per
anent" (p.47-48).

In the industrial world there were al

untilthe end of gild domination. Profesqor number of kindred handicrafts whid

Unwin endeavours to show that the yenched so closely upon one anoth
antagonism of interests which developged

between the English trades and hal

crafts was due to a conflict between cdm

mercial and industrial capital, a the
which he discusses at some length.” (p

"The distinction which Mr. Unwin draw
between the companies of merchants
those of drapers is that the leading mo
of the merchant companies was to excl
the craftsmen, while the drapers' orga
ation aimed rather at controllingthem. Th
is little evidence, however, which perm
us to infer that the companies differed
any such respect” (p.39).

DisTRIBUTION vV M ANUFACTURE
"As merchant traders the haberdash
chief interest lay in forwarding the di
tributing branch of the hat business, wh

sphere that it became practicallyimpossi
~for the most zealous advocate of a divis
e of labour to keep them separate.

39)

di

Bows AND ARROWS
Throughout the latter part of the fou

ndteenth century the London authoritips

ve attempted to confine different crafts

de their own work. For instance, in 137(L,

IS- they bound the'reputable men of the
I€ trade of bowyers'and "of the trade of
IS fletchers"to see thatfor the profit and
N advantage of all the commonalty...
man of the one trade shall meddle with
other trade in any part'We do not know
brs'’how long these mediaeval bow and arrg
5-  makers succeeded in isolating their r
ile pective callings. But the existence of

the working feltmakers naturally lookg
after the manufacturing part of it. T

d Sixteenth Century record of an amalga

ervice versa.
bN.
rv_

CARPENTERS AND JOINERS

The carpenters and joiners of mg
Ot communities found it to their interest
8 amalgamate. Thus, in 1579, by-la
M- which constituted the two groups

Newcastle-upon-Tyne"dody corporatg
y of themselves'specified the work whic
h the joiners alone should undertake as
er'sas, those which the two crafts might us
blecommon.
on By 1692 the Carpenters' and Join

Guild of Worcester contrived to secure

its members upon equally advantage
_ terms, the timber which they required
their business. A monopoly on the p
|~ chase of timber.

o
1 "The joiners and carvers offered the d

a)

s of Chester a certain sum for this privile
to citizens more cheaply thereafter.

a great role among the victualling cra
until the very end of that which they needg
'for their own occupying'..." (p.56).
THE STATE AND AMALGAMATIONS
"The state at an early date decl
itself opposed to the amalgamation

e ated Guild comprising both bowyers a

and in addition promised to supply timtger

"Amalgamation seems not to have played



GUILDS continued

company of mercers and ordinary mer-
chants, more or less comprehensiveg in
character, became a practically univergal
institution in the English boroughs" (p.5).

LEATHER TRADE

"The industrial crafts soon followed the
example set them by the merchants and
consolidated their forces. While the state
soon repealed as much of the Act of 1363
as had forbidden the merchants to tradg in
more than one line of goods, it left intact
the clause which confined the handicraffts
to their chosen craft; and before long| it
broughtinto play in a specificindustry the
same principle of isolating the crafts. Fpr

the year 1390 witnessed the passage of

another Act which declared that ‘for s
much as diverse shoemakers and
cordwainers use to tan their leather gnd
sell the same falsely tanned, also make
shoes and boots of such leather not well

painters, stainers and gold-beaters... The
reign of King Charles 11{1660-1685} foung
Dublin supporting such a combination,
while the plasterers of Bristol had affiliatep
with the local tilers" (p.12-13).

"Yet it is recorded that as early as 13%6

London helped the city masons to organise

from them good and due information ho
their trade might be best ordered and ruled

because their trade has not been regulgte
in due manner by the government of folks
in their trade in such form as other tradps
are" (Riley,Memorials London, 1868).

TEXTILE INDUSTRY
Records which establish an early dgte

judge, were debarred from an early exer
of the privilege of association" (p.19.)

AMALGAMATION HISTORY

The move towards amalgamation
started in 1345 when three groups
London merchants united to form t

aunion. Atthat date the mayor summopedJrocers’ company and by their unig
all the good folks of the trade to appepr contrived to work so much mischiefto tge

by enhancing the price of their wares, a

were obliged to do something to allay

general discontent which had arige

because craftsmen were everywhere
regarding their neighbours' peculiar righ
The London handicrafts were seeth

se

‘divers dissensions and disputes have bgermercial operations. We have, however§to
moved in the said city between the masgns|ook afield to discover why the State foufpd
who are hewers on the one hand and thejt expedient to bind the handicrafts to t
light masons and setters on the other, chosen craft. But we need not go outdde
ondon to perceive that the authoritjp

tanned and sellthem as dear as they wi|l tofor the amalgamation of the different crafts with discontent. Aswe shall see, timep

be great deceit of the poor commons',[noconcerned in the making of cloth are fqg
shoemaker or cordwainer should thereafterand far between. In 1444, the records
use the "craft of tanning no tanner the criaft [pswich prove that the clothworkers, dral

of shoemaking'. The state was thoroug
in earnest, apparently, in its desire

protect the English people from poonly yeartook partin the Corpus Christi proce

made footgear" (p.8).

"It appears, then, that among the crg
concerned with leather industries, thg
were practically four different sorts d
amalgamations, those of tanners or curriers
and cordwainers; of skinners and gloveys;
of leathersellers which included makers|of
different leather goods; and the large
companies, established in the smaller
communities by gathering together all the
leather crafts." (p.10).

And there was no love lost amongst them!

"The State expected, doubtless, |to
secure a better product by holding men
responsible for one part of a process} It
was, however, not easy for men to mgnd
their ways all at once even at the stérn
command of the State. This the State well
understood, since it continued to insjst
that such of its subjects as were employed
in curing leather should not use two pr
more branches of the business" (p.62)

MEeTAL CRAFTS

"The Fifteenth century saw the mgn
interested in the metal crafts move top-
ards amalgamation. By the middle of the
Sixteenth century the movement appeprs
well grounded among the metal workgrs
practically everywhere. London at thpt
time was maintaining an amalgamation|of
blacksmiths and spurriers while later sfill
the authorities encouraged local brazigrs
and armourers to form a company” (p.1p).

"In the early Fifteenth century thp
craftsmen in the building crafts, had jt
least in some places, consolidated their
corporate interests. In fact, York seemd to
have sanctioned two combinations, ong of
local tilers and plasterers and another|of

sion, butthey yield not specific informatio
fts concerning the economic relations of t
;e different members in the group.

BAKERS AND BREWERS

w again the town council tried to keep 1§
ofpeace among the disaffected craftsme
b- defining in Guild ordinance the duti

Ny ers, dyers and shearmen together formegeculiar to each craft. This condition
10 one of the twelve groups which in th

ht affairs sufficiently explains why Parli
s-mentinthe Actof 1363 included provisi
n which aimed at checking the aggresg

their separate spheres of industry, con

"Amalgamation seems not to haye

played a great role among the victualli
crafts until the very end of Tudor tim
{1485-1603}. Even then, their union
were limited to two or three of the seve
branches of the art. Youghal, Co. C
thought it 'fit that there shall be a yee
{gild} of Innkeepers and Victuallers t
the number of within this town at th
election' of the 'Maior'. But the gre
majority of cities and corporate tow
preferred, seemingly, to confine loc

bakers, brewers and dealers in food-styffs

generally to their own gild" (p.16).

MERCANTILE CRAFTS

"The amalgamated gilds established
the mercantile crafts fall, for the most pal
into three main divisions, according &
these crafts associated themselves un
the patronage of the mercers and mercha|
the haberdashers or the drapers.

"While the amalgamations enteredin
by the industrial crafts fall, in the main
into five different gild groups which rep
resent the leather, metal, building, clot

idated companies were springing up b
among trades and handicrafts.

| the attention of the state was at this fi
rk directed against the monopolizing pra
d Icesofanamalgamated gild of merchd

and that the act of 1363 was deliberagg

aimed against them" (p.21).
' At this time the Guild appears ag

S

were undoubtedly guilty of practising t
abuses characteristic of Guildsmen of
period. One of the abuses of the timg]
that of charging apprentices excessivefi
by for entry into the Guild.

t
s
der
nts,

TowN v. COUNTRY
"Naturally the traders of the considd
able boroughs and large towns were
numerous and had ampler opportuni
to prosper commercially than those
dwelt in the small boroughs. The ¢
' merchants could therefore often eit
maintain single gilds, or gilds which we
limited to but two, or possibly thre

(0]

"l_

working and the victualling industrieg
respectively, there were addition
associations maintained in common
crafts like the bowyers and fletchers al
the barber-surgeons, which have b

' different groups of closely connect
v trades, when the country merchants fo
d itdifficultto support a single organisatig

h for all. Then, too, the merchant cq

developed corporation and its membg

considered by themselves. It seems tjue
that the trend toward consolidation togk

hold firstamong the mercantile groups, but
itsoon commended itself to the handicraffs;
the victuallers alone, so far as we can

panies often lost a section of their m¢g
bers who withdrew when they wanted
set up a gild of their own" (p.28).
"Again, at Dublin in 1438, when 'He
the fyfte' was king, a merchant gild
continued on page 24

Yet while State and municipality alilg
insisted thattownsmen should keep witQi

The important point, however, is thi
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Guild Amalgamations

"The Amalgamation of the Englis
Trades and Handicrafts", the first studly
in the present volume, discusses|a
movement that followed closely upo
the rise of individual gilds. This was ong,
seemingly, in such contradiction to tHe
spirit of the age which called for th
separation of gild interests, as to warrgnt
a detailed inquiry into the causes of their
amalgamation. Why the crafts wele
allowed to unite when the sentiment pf
the times favoured their separatign
seemed a mystery worthy to be up
ravelled"(The English Craft Gilds, Studie
in their Progress and Declin&tella Kramer,
Columbia University Press, 1927).

citizens of York, by 1272, the gild me

the freemen who were then being admi

into the civic fold... apparently as earl

of Yorkwasyieldingits place and power:

in the community to the civic authority

and to the rising craft and merchant gild

seems to have been virtually complet
" (Ibid, Stella Kramer, p.iv)

S

In 1363, during the reign of Edward I
a law was passed,..that artificers,
handicraft people, hold them every o

betwixt this and the said feast of Candl|
The High Middle Ages (11th, 12th an

13th centuries) was the period when t
Merchant Guilds were at their moj
powerful, the high point of mediaevg
civilization—prior to the rise of the Craf]
Guilds in the 14th and 15th centuries.

Towards the end of the 13th century,
however, clearer class divisions begin to
n
ed

neto survey that none use other craftthan
t same which he hath chosen.”

INDUSTRIAL ORGANISATION

"To students of gild history thig
parliamentary measure is extreme|
significant, first of allbecause it shows

the immense strides taken by industr

organisation since the days of the gi
merchant's regimeThat once favoured

association was evidently superseded
its own sphere of activity by the cra

appear. The number of journeyme
increased, and many of them remain
wage earners all their lives.

1345:THE BEGINNING OF
GuiLD AMALGAMATIONS .
In 1347, the Black Death struck EnglanfJ. Subscribers to the magazine are regularly
Wages went up : for labour had sudderfly offered special rates on other publications
grown scarce. Following the Peasant Rgvo Strish Political Review is published by
the 15th century was probably the period pf the IPR Group: write to—
greatest prosperity for the labouring ¢ i\ villas, Lower Dargle Road
population of rural England. Bray, Co. Wicklow  or
The Protestant Reformation occurrdd 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or

inthe 16j[h C.emury' The Craft GP"d?' weg, Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT
th.e dqmlnatlng feature of English indug- or Labour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029
trial life between the fourteenth anf C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork
sixteenth centuries; "by the time of Elizg Subscription by Post:

beth | they change in character and beco §2 issues: Euro-zone & World Surf.ace: €40;
something essentially different from thi Sterling-zone: £25

old craft gilds of medieval England. The| Electronic Subscription:

have become associations of capitaligts —p_€ 15/ £12 for 12 issues

acting under the orders of the centrp (or € 130 / £1.10 per issue)
Government" (Lilian Knowles, 1905). You can also order from:

https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

"Conceded by King Johnin 1200to the
chantwas evidently not functioning evgn
as the agency for registering the nameg of
d

at least as 1272, the Gild Merchapt

pd

e
too one mystery which he shall chooge

H mas, and two of every craft shall be chogen

y

al
d

in

gilds which had risen into ascendangy.

The act has an additional significance f

a distinct merchant class had differe
iated itself from the handicraft, and as
gather one of its number, the grocers,
already come into collision with the
trading rules of the time" (ibid., p.1-2),
"It is of special importance, thereforg
to notice at this point that simultaneous
with the emergence of a distinct class

S

factin English social history, we find thg
they had initiated a new movement
industrial associatioithis we know as

the amalgamation of the English craft
(p.2).

"Merchants, however, were still tg
_remainaclass apartfrom handicraftsmd
hastened to secure aroyal charter prote
ing them in their special monopoly. |
this was the London fishmongers, vintng
and drapers took their place side by si
with the grocers, mercers [dealers
textile fabrics] and the rest of the gre
metropolitan trading companies pre
iously founded; and the majority of th
twelve great livery companies were no
firmly established.” (p.3).

e

Miss Alice Law in an article ofiThe
English Nouveaux-Riches in the Fou
teenth Centurytlaims of the union of the
Pepper and Spice merchants thathe

our subject, because it clearly shows tifg

and those who had not already done g

r

English merchants, a most significagt

object oftheirincorporation was doubtlegp

to qualify as alarge banking establishme
It may indeed be that by taking the pla
of the Italian bankers these London me
chants secured royal supportin their amk
tious mercantile projects."

"In certain of the small towns, toward
the latter part of the Sixteenth and Sevgq
teenth century, all the crafts were bei
drawn into definite gild groups, th{
number of which was determined by t
authorities..." (p.5).

"We are on the whole justified, therd
fore, in assuming that by the middle (

Q

the sixteenth, or the beginning of thg

seventeenth century, an amalgamagg
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