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Anthony Mclntyre vs. Boston College The Future of Labour

The Boston College Project, masterminded by Professor the Lord Be
implemented by journalist Ed Moloney and dissident Provo Anthony Mcintyre, pal
achieved its object. Gerry Adams was arrested by the Northern police and que
over four days with the object of charging him with having been a member
Provisional IRA. It is not believable that the purpose of the Boston project was
get Adams jailed.

The first lot of tapes were subpoenaed on the alleged grounds that informati
sought about the killing of Jean McConville. However, the PSNI is now to seek t
of the tapes held by Boston College, giving no particular grounds.

While Gerry Adams was released, no decision has yet been made as to
charges are to be brought.

andyhat contribution can the Labour Party
alljake to the economic and social
ticngfblopment of the country? That is the
tH@estion the candidates for leader of the
O ®bour Party must ask themselves. Going
into the recent election the Labour Party
N Wigsented itself as a defender of the social
'é&lifare budget against Fine Gael attacks.
There is some truth in the claim, but the
ernment's insensitive handling of dis-
cretionary medical cards left the electorate
unimpressed. Since Fine Gael has never
M8aimed to be 'welfarist, it was always
» KREly that the Junior Partner would suffer
e¢@Smost from the electorate's wrath.

But the die was cast before the 2011
agféction. The threat of burning the senior
tthghdholders and rejectintFrankfurt's
VeNE@has only credibility ifleaving Europe
f Baéithe Euro is contemplated. The former

advisor to Michael McDowell, Cormac

Lucey spelt out the implications a few
hgsars ago in thBunday Business Pot
enWBuld involve draconian cuts in public

Lord Bew kept a low profile—or an altered profile—during the days when A
was in police custody. He was interviewed on BBC radio on the Friday evenin
without reference to the part he played in the arrest of Adams. He was intervie
Chairman of a Westminster Parliamentary Committee on political standards.

The British (and Irish) media are well-behaved. They did not seek him o
question him during the political excitement of those few days, when it was thoug
the Peace Process might collapse. But, when Adams was released on Sunday
the first thing he said to the world press was that he had been arrested on foot
Bew's Boston College operation.

Bew was interviewed on BBC Radio Foulsday programme the followin
morning. He struck the attitude of an otherworldly academic, and the interviewer
not to mention that he was (or is?) a member of the Official IRA, which has cho
be in a relationship of long-term feud with the Provos, or even that the feuding lel hihenditure in order to achieve a balanced
to become political advisor to David (now Lord) Trimble when, as leader of the WIstgfidget since credit would cease to be
Unionist Party, he was doing his best to prevent the Good Friday Agreement fronlibedfgilable. No individual or party of the
put into operation.

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 5

E|ecti0n Results altruistic austerity, you understand. And nationalism, historically, is a constructive
now the electorate has shown how itsocial force, very different from non-
The Labour Party sacrificed itself for appreciates such sacrifices. descript middle classness. Sinn Fein, by

the country by refusing not to take Office  When the Labour Party came under virtue of what it has done in the North, is
as aminor partnerin an austerity Coalition Official Republican leadership, itdeclared the only party in Western Europe which
after the last General Election. It might that it had become a party for the middle merits that description. Itis not a party of
have acted selfishly by refusing Ministerial class. Butthe middle class, in the absencehe merely affluent. Itis a party generated
salaries and taking advantage of the drastiof an aristocracy to give it definition, is a out of the mass of the community in
decline of Fianna Fail to become the majorrather nondescript, vacuous thing. And conditions of warfare, which is capable of
Opposition party, and thus displace the middle-class Labour has now been com-carrying the working class with it in its
system of Civil War parties, of which it prehensively overtaken by Sinn Fein— national enterprise because itis to such an
had so often complained. Instead of doingwhich is what? The best description is extent a working class development in a
that, it sacrificed its future to the cause of perhaps an old-fashioned one: it is asituation where middle-classness proved

necessary austerity in the present—bourgeois -national party. Bourgeois to be a hopeless failure.
Results: page 6
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No awkward questions were asked of
him as he gave this explanation of his
Boston operation:

"Theideathenwasreally in some ways
rather academic, to lay down an archive
which | can remember saying would
probably not be consulted by graduates
until say 2024-5.

"That's notthe way it's actually worked
out and I think it's worth explaining why.
But | was motivated above all by the fact
thatthe Troubleswere over, butl'd worked
on the previous Troubles of the 1920s.
The archival resources, the interview
material, was slight. Itwas hard to under-

Peace Process. And he stayed silent.

Well the project, in the only realistic
interpretation, succeeded to the extent of
getting Adams arrested and questioned
for four days during an election campaign
which resulted in substantial increase in
Provo electoral support. And the foolish
idea that the tapes could be kept secret
from the State if the State became inter-
ested in them was blown away. Indeed,
Moloney seemed to do his utmost to
interest the State in them. And the State
got a bunch of tapes so that people whose
intention was to damage Adams under a
guarantee of secrecy until their own deaths
ended up giving evidence against
themselves and getting themselves
arrested.

Well done, Paul!
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The following transcript of interviews
Brooke Gladstone conducted with Anth-
ony Mcintyre (Researcher for Boston
College Project) and Jack Dunn (Director
of News and Public Affairs office at Boston
College). It was published iBoston
College Subpoena New.2.14). They
are followed by a transcript of an interview
with Danny Morrison
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INTERVIEW WITH ANTHONY MCINTYRE:

AM: | served a life sentence for IRA

width of improvement has occurred for activity including the killing of a member
those who suffered during the Troubles. Of the Ulster Volunteer Force. And | have

And also academically there's a freeze been involved ... in the hunger strikes
now, a coldness around similar projects. backin 1981 and 1980. And on the blanket
Remember thatwe wanted to do Loyalists protest along with Bobby Sands. | first
here. Other people wanted to do work onyent to prison when | was 16 and released
the Security Forces. That's very unlikely when | was 18. | returned to prison when

to happen now. Even in other conflict
situations now there's a coldness, or a' was 18 and was released when | was 35.

freeze, around those projects and thathaé\nd | was known to these people to be

to be regretted. There's no doubt abouttrustworthy.

that. BG: What promises did you make to
[Interviewer:] "OK. So it's damaged them?

what historians do..." AM: That these interviews would not

—butarethe tapes credibleas evidence".be released until their death or with their

stand what happened. The idea that, ifNo, Bew said, they were not intended to COnsent prior to that. And that neither the
you wanted to preventit happening again, be evidence. And he had no knowledge ofProvisional IRA nor the British state would

it would be a good idea to build up as \who was to be interviewed.

much testimony as possible—
[Interviewer:] "——So you never
expected it to become public?
"Well, when 1 left the project, or

be allowed to access those interviews.
BG: One of your interviewees, Brendan
But surely Lord Bew must have known Hughes, died and a book came out by your

whatthe whole world has known for many collaborator on the project, journalist Ed

involvement in the project, there was no years—thatdefectors from the Provisional Mo|oney_ In t_he book Brendan Hughes
decision made about when these things/RA Who were hostile to Adams becausefigured prominently. He told you that
would be made public. Infact some tapes Of his partin ending the War, were record- Gerry Adams was involved in the murder
in effect became public about 2010. That ing information againsthimwithaguaran- of Jean McConville, something that
was not my original conception. The tee that it would remain secret until their Adams has denied. Here is a little bit of
protocols and the technicalities around death—notuntil the death of all concerned, Brendan Hughes' tape.
the pEOJedct were evolved after | returned \yhich is how it should have been in the
tolreland. - _ project as now presented by Bew. He
[Interviewer:] "Do you regret being .
involved in it? must have known for many years that his
"Well, look, it's been a car crash. And @lleged project had been sabotaged, and

| think that one of the sad things is that, changed into a campaign to bring down
first of all, most importantly, not one |Adams, who was the lynch-pin of the

‘I never carried out a major operation
without the OK or the order from Gerry.
And for him to sit in his plush office in
Westminster or Stormont or wherever,
and deny it ... | mean it is like Hitler
denying that there was ever a Holocaust.’



AM: Well, during the course of th
interview, Brendan revealed a lot of hjs Shatter's \West Brit acts:
l(')feegtit:ﬁall I?:ﬁfnﬁzrr?d/e?(?r?rgselng g' d Alan Shatter (Fine Gael) has been forced to resign as Minister for Justice, folfowing
thpat Gerry Adams had ordered the k,iIIirg mismanagement of the Garda Siochana. The Department has been taken over by Franc
. Fitzgerald. He was also Minister for Defence, a brief undertaken by Taoiseach Enda
of Jean McC_oanIe, had ordered the Kenny for the moment.
Il_lgz(;(z:?i\t/)i(t);ngrnegns dzzd:fghoerg;ef gle?;f There \_NiII be relief across the poard gt his gping, in view of the many decisions|he has
Adams weré very close comrades in themade which went ag_alnst the grain of Irish some.ty: above all h!s views on th_e_ 2ndWorld
IRA back in the day War and the pardoning of deserters from t.he Ilr|sh_ Army who jOIne:d the Brmsh f)rf:es.
BG: Boston Coilege having beef H.e has.also banned the Army from par.t|C|pat|ng in commemoraupns with a rel gious
confrdnted With this order to turn over tHe d|mt_a_nS|on. In.another deC|s_|on made in July 2013 he showed his contempt f)r Irish
entire archive calls it a victory that { tradition when it came to naming navy boats. Two Irish Navy boats—.the MV Aoife a_nd
doesn't have to tum the whole thing ovér MV Emer—were decommlsspned and orde(gd replaced_. Agcordmg to RTE radlo’s_
only eleven documents ' “Seascapes” Mo weeks ago, it has be_zen traditional to maintain and carry on th¢ heroit
AM: What Boston éollege secured names fror_n Ir|§h mythology they carried, and transferthem to the successor bgats. T¢
was a. minimising of the defeat. That |s the great disdain of some Navy peoplg (according to Seascapes), Alan Shatter fleclare
what we secured. The state séemed tolastJuIy that the successor boz_ats this time would be callgd MV.S.amL_JeI Beckett and MV
have a view that ;We were dealing wifh James Joyce instead. .It remains to be seen whethgr this deqsmn is Ie_t §tand.
pushover professors and we will gpt As part of the Austerity drive, the Gpver_nmentdeuded that in future Ministers ould
anything we want out of them.’ And the;/ not take Severanpe Payments. Legislation was a_lpproved and ready to pass |nto lav
weren't far wrong ' Under the old regime, Shatter would havg been entitled to 070_,000. It was gener 3IIy felt
BG- Pushover brofessors’> that he was _honour—bpund not tp take this money. The question came up as polling wa
AM.' Yes ' due to start in the various ele_ct|on§ held on 23r_d May. Shatter held off saying v hether
BG: And .they weren't very far wrong he would take the money until late in the day, with the object of damaging his paity. He
' . 1 then announced that he was donating the money to an English-based children’s|charity
you were saying? ‘Jack and Jill'.
AM: No, they weren't very far wrong:

There should never have been a discussiopeople in Boston and America should sity that had in its archives recordings of
about whether we do this or we don’t. know about British double standards from conversations with IRA members that
They should have been straight out of thethe War of Independence out there ...  could shed light on their mother’'s murder.

traps and said ‘We will face this head on.”  BG: (laughs)
BG: Hmm Hmm. AM: So |l don’tthink you should betoo Police Services of Northern Ireland

So they apparently sought the help of the

to

AM: Rather Boston College were trans- surprised about British double standards.issue a subpoena to the United States. And

mitting messages to the Justice Department
and law enforcement that ‘we are willing

tofoldif you give us the right opportunity.’ BG: Jack Dunn is the director of the

But unfortunately for Boston College, news and public affairs office at Boston
myself, my wife, and Ed Moloney decided qjjege. He says Boston College did
to stand and fight. And becausewefoughtevery,[hmg in its power to protect the

Boston College then were embarrassed. jtarviews.

BG: Okay. Lets, let’s consider the —jp. \ye hired the best lawyer available
argyments on both sides of this issue. The, fight the subpoenas and we won
British Secretary of State for Northemn gjoniicant court case that reduced the
Ireland said in a special on CNN that \,mper of recorded materials from 85 to

nobody is above the lawNews Report 11 jyterviews that were ultimately requir-
featuring Owen Pattersorive have been oy 15 go over to the Police Services of

quite clear as a government there can bengrthern Ireland.

no concept of an amnesty. So, we have 0 gG. Mcintyre says that rather than
support the police in _brln_glng those who |4p1hving politicians to protect the manu-
committed crimes to justice.’) scripts the College instead set about

AM: _That's fine. Wha_t he actually undermining him and Moloney. Now you
means is that nobody outside law enforce-.|5im | think. that the comments by

mentis above the law. Because the British,vICIntyre and Moloney hurt your efforts
authorities have withheld vital information to protect ...

from the relatives of the murdered human JD: Oh they did.

rights lawyer, Pat_F_inucane, murdere_q by BG: . the manuscript.

agents of the British state. The British  jp. \\hathappenedis the first subpoenahistory?
State _ha}s withheld vqa_\l documents from occurred shortly after Ed Moloney pub-
the victims and families of the people jisheq his book Voices from the Grave conducted the interviews with the IR

!(illl\e/ld inltgsfublin/Monaghan bombings ;g after his video of the same name wasnembers and those who have heard
in May .

INTERVIEW WITH JACK DUNN:

and that sort of rhetoric that we mig

and engage in an act of civil disobedien

going to be respondent to a US co

just seems to have a utter disregard for

authority.

then to our astonishment Ed Moloney said
in interviews in American newspapers
that Boston College should burn the tapes

ht

somehow burn materials which is some-
thing no university would ever consider,
no doubt prompted the second subpoena.
BG: Mcintyre says that the loss to
history of this whole episode is very grave:
it irreparably harms the possibility that
people will really know what happened
during the Troubles. And Boston College
should have had the courage to stand up

ce.

JD: Itisjustaclash of cultures between
an American university that is obviously

urt

subpoenaand an individual from Northern
Ireland with a long, criminal record who

the

legal process and a suspicion of any

BG: What about the issue of the loss to

JD: The shame of it is that Anthony

A
the

released in Ireland. There is no doubt intapes said his work was very weak. Kevin

BG: | hear what you are saying. That our mind that the children of Jean Mc O’Neill, Boston College said that he was
they are, they are having adouble standardconville—who are victims themselves in stunned by how leading the questions were.

AM: Well, absolutely. But | mean this—they heard that there was a univer-
3

BG: You feel he conducted shoddy



interviews? one can argue that researchers produceld hooey. But we must be very cautious.

JD: A lot of critics such as Danny knowledge and clergymen produce Butifyouare asking me do |l live under the
Morrison, a former IRA member himself, nonsense ... bed fearful that | am going to be attacked
have been critical of Anthony Mclntyre BG: (laughs) imminently? No | don't.
suggesting that he interviewed only people AM: Yet clergymen are allowed to
who held the same viewpoint that he did, maintain confidentiality and researchers Danny Morrison oN ANTHONY McINTYRE
people who would be critical of Gerry aren]t. It seems to me to be a bizarre Interview on LMFM Radio, 31 March 2014
Adams. situation. There are certain obstacles that R (Interviewer): "It's a very flawed

BG: Mclintyre has pushed back and have to stand in the way of the state for thepartisan project”, Gerry Adams said.
said that the efforts by the Irish police to betterment of society. And | think that "snoddy and self-serving. Nota serious or
get the tape is part of a campaign againsacademics and journalists need to begenyine, ethically based history project.”
Gerry Adams. So everyone is charging protected from this sort of encroachment Ang he described both Anthony Mcintyre
this is a campaign against Gerry Adams.and incursion. If the only view of society ang Ed Moloney, the key interviewers in
But perhaps not admissible as evidencethat we have, the only view of the past is thjs, as "vitriolic critics” and "opponents
Right? that oflaw enforcementwe willlearnvery of the Sinn Féin peace process".

JD: Probably not. | think Mr Mcintyre  little from it. DM: | know of no mainstream member
and | would agree on that, that the BG:Buthow canitreally effect policy f Sinn Féin who was approached for this
information would probably nothave value and improve somebody’s life if you don't project. But | do know the identities of
in a court of law. As we all have pointed get to look into it until thirty years hence many of those, of the twenty-six inter-
out one of the great ironies is that Bostonand the people who committed the \jewees—I know their identities. And |
College in this very Burns Library holds wrongdoing on both sides of the struggle can say hand-on-heart that only one
the recordings of the conversations thatare never brought to account. person—among those twenty-six that |
led to the various paramilitary groups  AM: Well, | mean we have a situation know of—only one person could roughly
laying down theirarms. And the condition in the North where the British Prime pe gescribed as neutral or sympathetic to
is they will not be available to anyone for Minister, Tony Blair, said thatthe Criminal  ginn Féin. So the rest of them, what we
thirty years. The Police Services of North- Justice system had to be turned onits hea@inow of the names that have been out
ernlreland have gone after the tapes of then order to bring about the Good Friday there: Richard O'Rawe, Dolours Price,
IRA members but never requested theAgreement. Basically politicsinthe North grengan Hughes and now Ivor Bell has
tapes of UVF members. of Ireland did trump justice. And it has peen accused of being one of the

BG: Has Boston College changed its also trumped truth. Truth in the North of jhterviewees—all of these people are
procedures for gathering oral histories? Ireland is used for recrimination not for gpposed to Sinn Féin...

JD: I think everyone in the world will  reconciliation. They want to use it to—  gytthe fact of the matter is that this was
change the way they undertake oral his-yesterday's issues to fight the political conceived by people who were... opposed
tories. When this project began in 2000 battles of today. This information wasn't o Sinn Féin. It was carried out by two
everyone followed the Colombia gathered by ourselves as researchers tgegple who have been vocal in their
University model which said oral histories hand over to relatives. Because people argyiticisms and denunciations of... Gerry
really wouldn’t be subject to Institutional - simply goingtoclamup. Alitheknowledge Agams. The people whom they inter-
Review Board. | think that has changed. that could have beenbroughtto the families,jewed, most of the people whom they
There would certainly be a heightened at some point under a variety of processesnterviewed, are all hostile to Gerry
scrutiny today. All of the participants enter- about truth recovery and the past has nowagams.
ed into this agreement with good inten- been sabotaged by thisissue. Itisverysad They did not explain in the Donor
tions. Some good came of it. Clearly that the McConvilles cannot get the truth. Agreement to the interviewees that they
mistakes were made on all four of the | think that the McConville family are ¢oyd only protect this as far as American
parties involved. And the reality is that the behaving nobly and honourably. It's just |awent. So these people, the interviewees
promise of the Belfast project has beenthat | represent a different constituency of \yere actually deceived.
lessened. The political reality clearly got knowledge and‘ne‘erthetwainshallmeet.” | 5ctually have no problem with some-

in the way and now | think we have all g, 4 \ooney, your colleague in One sitting down with Anthony Mcintyre,
learned a need for heightened caution ag, g ey Project, has said that the releas&0ing an interview and saying this is what
anyone embarks on such a project. of the tapes could endanger your life. Do did if that's what they want to do. But |

you really think that's a realistic concern? have major objections to someone sitting

2ND INTERVIEW WITH AM: | am going to see people coming downand doing aninterview andincrimin-

ANTHONY. MelNTYRE for me even when they are not coming for &ting other people. For example, when Ed
BG: Okay then. The argument for the me... Moloney published his book—and he
lawyer for the McConville family says ~ BG: (laughs) published it to capitalise on the fact that

that the wounds of the troubles can never AM: ... because | am in the eye of the Brendan Hughes had died and therefore
heal while injustice like the murder of Mrs storm and | am sensitive. Former colleag-the tapes could be released. Butapparently
McConville is allowed to fester. ues can be very vitriolic and bitter. Some he has exclusive rights to the tapes. At
AM: | have a great deal of sympathy of them with great audacity and chutzpah l€ast that's what I was told when I wrote to
for the lawyer's sentiment and | have ... the library asking: could I hear the tapes?
enormous sympathy for the family of Jean  BG: (laughs) ... The whole thing was conceived in
McConville and the family of any person  AM: ... who many of us have for along secrecy. And there's absolutely no doubt
killed. But it is not the task of a researcher time suspected of being informers areabout it that it was a flawed project... It's
to become a gatherer of evidence for lawnow calling the participants of the Boston supposed to be an oral history of the IRA.
enforcement. Even for clergymen—now College project informers. It's a load of Twenty-six people are interviewed and



nine of the interviews... relate to the death ists to this day refuse to accept that
of Mrs. Jean McConville who was killed they did on the Nationalist community fi
in1972. So... many other things happenedfifty years you know was in some w.
inthe course of twenty-five—thirty years. related to the outbreak of the IRA's ar

But nine out of twenty-six interviews struggle here in the early 70's. Of cou

happen to touch upon Mrs. Jean Mcthey were related. What happened to|the
Conville. And we have the judge himself people, the burning down of houses|in

saying that in the ninth case, in the ninth 1969, the shooting of people, the gas

case the interviewee doesn't even mentiorof a whole community in the Falls Road

it until prompted by Mr. Mcintyre. and the Falls’ curfew over three days
MR: Do you believe that Gerry Adams 1970. Even before the IRA fired their fi
was a member of the IRA?
DM: ... First of all | wouldn't answer
guestions like that when | was in Castle-

state forces.

think the bulk of the people understand and say: well, you know, | was responsi

Gerry Adams' position and his predicamentor we were responsible it then tendq to

here. And the fact of the matter is, were suggest that you were culpable in caus

Gerry Adams to admit IRA membership the conflict. | didn't cause this conflict{ |

shot dozens of Catholics are killed by the

So there's a battle going on over that
reagh being questioned by the RUC. | and for me to singularly just turn aroupd

at
r
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Labour Party

continued

se .

Left was prepared to engage with these
realities. But it was left to the Labour
ir]gParty in government to demonstrate the

emptiness of such rhetoric.

Joan Burton, one of the candidates, has
quipped that leading the Labour Party is
more difficult than being President of the
United States. After the disastrous local
and European elections it would be churl-
ish to deny her some sympathy, but it is

not true! At least the new Labour leader
Dle " :
¢ will not bg weighed down_bythe.burden of
ir]gexpectanon. Mere survival will be an

achievement. A 15% vote in the next
General Election would be seen as a

in

he could be charged. He could be chargedlidn't cause the conflict.
yet.

But what Gerry Adams said is... let's we get agreement that the British
have a level playing field. Let everybody, prepared to open their files... Let

both sides—The British, who were also Michael, give you one example: Sir John
involved in the dirty war against our Stevens, the head of the Metropolifan
community... Let’s have an international Police, came over here in 1990 thinking
truth commission and let everybody come that he was going to spend a few morjths
out and state what needs stated for thanvestigating allegations of collusign
between state forces and Loyalist pdra

sake of the victims and their relatives.
And by the way—this whole project— militaries. He ended up coming back

we're now being told—was heavily influ- forth fifteen years. We were told thjat

enced by the fact that people were upsetwvhen he published his report we would
that Gerry Adams didn't say he was in theable to read it about what's going on.
IRA. So now what we have is a huge canwas only allowed to publish sevent

of worms. We have got people living in pages out of a three thousand page re orf
fear of arrest. We have people who believeSo that's the other side of it—the dift

they've been betrayed by these researchenwar—what the British were involved i

and by its project manager. And peoplewhat they were provoking, the people

are going to gaol. People are gettingwho they were running. So until we ge

arrested. commitment from the Brit, the Britis
MR : What about the pointthat Anthony authorities that the rules apply to them

Mclintyre was making about a trial being well then | don't think we're goin

used as a truth commission or a truthanywhere.

tribunal and if there would be support

from Gerry Adams or Sinn Féin for that (Note on Anthony Mclintyre's Trial

matter for such an approach to be taken?Proposal on LMFM Radio, Drogheda. AM

So that's the war that's going on. Unt

i Houdini-like recovery after the 7% in the
recent elections, even if it would be less
than the 19% it garnered in the 2011

General Election. Unlike Fianna Fail, Fine

Gael and now Sinn Féin, Labour is under

no pressure to please everyone. It now has

an opportunity of sharpening its profile.

In the process it should not be afraid of

_alienating a significant portion of the

nd electorate (and even some of its members!).

Remember, a mere 15% would be a

spectacular recovery.

As things stand, it is very difficult to
find a reason to vote Labour. Fianna Fail
nd Sinn Féin are unlikely to cut welfare
as they struggle to win the working class
vote. And the Labour Party does not hold
I, the patent for the liberal agenda (if it ever

be

2 did). All parties favour same sex marriage.
" Since the Labour Party, under Gilmore,
was unwilling or unable to confront

Europe; it should now make a virtue out of
the necessity. About ten years ago Mary
Harney brilliantly defined the political

choice facing Ireland as being between

DM: No, because it's one sided... We .
had a situation here where a British . The question I would putto Mr. Ada

government set up a tribunal, the Saville is: if any trial ever EMErges in relation
Tribunal, into the killings on Bloody the killing of_Jean McConville and peo
Sunday. Simultaneously, another British who are either charged or who h

o knowledge about the killing of Jean
government department, the Ministry of . -
Conville are willing to use the court a

Defenpe, was de:stroymg the weapons thaEruth commission or a truth tribunal, d
were involved in order to reduce the S .
Mr. Adams support their right to gi

forensic evidence at the Saville Enquiry. evidence in open court? Would he thi

So what we have to have here is anthey're right to do that? And if he do

) "Boston and Berlin" Well, the Labour

s Party should declare itself to be un-
to ambiguously in favour of Berlin and
le opposed to the Anglo-Saxon agenda.

ve

C  Labourshould notonly say it, but mean
a it. The criterion of Boston or Berlin should
s determineall its policy positions. This
e would place Labour in the mainstream of
k the national tradition. Roger Casement
S saw independence as a means of re-

international element. Something that we think they're right to do that would he then connecting with continental Europe. James
can all subscribe to. Something that weensure, or would he insist on his pafty Connolly believed that the German social
can all trust in. It can't be me going into a desisting from calling the people who system was superior to the British. And
British court and saying this and saying participated in the projecttouts or anybddy what was true of 1914 is even more true
that. Because you would still be prose-that decides to give evidence in courf astoday. In this regard the Labour Party
cuted. And the other thing of course is thatpart of a truth commission ... will he degist should insist that a representative of the
there's a war, a propaganda war, going orfrom calling them touts?") German State (preferably Angela Merkel)
over the cause of the conflict. The Union- be present at the 1916 celebrations as a
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representative of oudigallant allies” in
Europe.

Social Partnership was introduced
this country following a conversatio

integration, which are prerequisites for At the present time Labour faces in
the survival of the Euro. Itmeans opposing Sinn Féin a formidable opponent in a
in the"Atlanticist" tendency represented by crowded political landscape. If it is to
n Britain which sees uncontrolled expansion survive it must be daring and radical.

between the German Chancellor Helmutof Europe as ameans towards underminingOtherwise it will deserve to be consigned

Schmidt and Charles Haughey. The its internal political coherence.

to unlamented oblivion.

Labour Party should never be afraid
defend and deepen the institutions of So
Partnership in this country.

If Social Partnership contributed to the

boom, there is no doubt that the burst
of the property bubble was the main fac
in the crash. Indeed, this could be said
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orlreland

of The 2014 Local Elections were held on Friday 23rd May, the same day as voting in

the United States as well. Sub prin
lending was credit extended to peo
who could not afford to own their o

'€ the European Elections and two Dail By-Elections (Dublin West and Longford Westmeath)
IeThe last General Election was held just over three years ago, and the results show
considerable change in political support.

homes. Germany does not have bodms
and bust in her property market. Only 1. | OCAL ELECTIONS

40% of German householders own their

own homes compared to about 70% in
country. Unexpectedly, the issue

I These are the first elections held undet teal Government Reform Act 2QWhich
ISreduced the number of Councils and redrew boundaries butincreased the number of sea
Df from 883 in the 2009 Local Elections to 949. Borough and Town Councils were

homelessness became anissue in the mogholished under this Act. New municipal districts were created within most Counties.

recent elections.

The Labour Party's response sho
have the following elements. Firstly, thej
should be anincreased investmentin pu
housing in conjunction with NAMA.

Secondly, it should seek to abolish
tax reliefs and incentives for hom
ownership. There is no good social reas

why home-ownership should be encouraged

Thirdly, the private rental market shou
be tightly regulated. Such regulation woy
include rent controls, tenant rights a
maintenance obligations. Also, pensi
funds should be encouraged to inves
residential property. There are far t
many amateur landlords involved in t
private rental sector. This policy wou
sharply distinguish the party from Fir
Gael, which believes that resident
property should be left to the whims of t
market.

Generally, a Municipal District contains one Local Electoral Area, though a few districts
ildaround larger urban areas contain multiple Local Electoral Areas.
re
blicTotal Results were:
Fianna Fail 266 seats, increase of 48 seats, 427,644 votes (25.3%, up 0.1%)
Fine Gael 232 seats, decrease of 108 seats, 404,713 votes (24%, down 8.2%)
Sinn Féin 157 seats, increase of 103 seats, 256,314 votes (15.2, up 7.8%)
OnLabour Party 51 seats, decrease of 81 seats, 121,898 votes (7.2%, down 7.5%)
People Before Profit14 seats, increase of 9 seats, 29,051 votes (1.7, up 0.9%)
‘Anti-Austerity Alliance 14 seats, increase of 10 seats, 21,097 votes (1.2%, up 0.3%)
Green Party 12 seats, increase of 9 seats, 27,146 votes (1.6%, up 0.7%)
Id Workers' Party 1 seat, down 1, 3,147 votes (0.2%)
L United Lef. 1 seat, New, 2,879 votes (0.2%)
n South Kerry Independert seat, 2,139 votes (0.1%)
. Workers & Unemployed Action Groupseat: down 1, 1,927 votes (0.1, down 0.1%)
Republican Sinn Féinl seat, 1,561 votes (0.1%)

all

P

[2]

d
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e

d The following stood but did not gain seats:

e Direct Democrad§B,607),Eirigi (3,120); Independents for Equalitl,828)),Fis

Al Nua (930), Letterkenny Residents Paf$28), Communist Party(215); Independent
(193)

ne

2. By-Elections

Fourthly, the Labour Party should lpe Dublin West By Electioncaused by the resignation &fatrick Nulty (Independent)

defending property charges rather th

blaming the Troika or the previous Goveln-

ment. There is an unanswerable econo
and social case for property taxes. T
Labour Party should be making that ca

All of this is not to suggest that Labo

anRuth Coppingeof the Socialist Party elected with 5,977 First Preference votes, 20.64%.
She joins Socialist Party leader Joe Higgins in the Dail

mic

helLongford Westmeath By Election caused by the death of Nicky McFadden of Fine Gael

ke Gabrielle McFaddenFine Gael, elected with 12,365 First Preference votes, 25.23%

Ur

should be passive in relation to Europe.3. European Parliament election, 2014

Over 20 years ago Ireland made a sig

ni- The European Election was held on Friday 23rd May on the Single Transferable Vote

ficant contribution to a united Germary System, the general system used in Ireland. Due to the accession of Croatia to the EL

which was opposed by Thatcher. Mitte
rand, Kohland Delors realised that Irela|
was no longer the feeble ally of Brita
and was rewarded handsomely w
billions from the Social Fund.

Being pro-Europe means encourag

r- the number of seats was reduced to 11. This entailed redrawing boundaries. The tote

nd electorate is 3,245,348. Turnout was 1,701,942 and there were 31 candidates.

n

th Fine Gael 369,120 votes, 22.3%, down Fianna Fail 369,545 votes, 22.3%, down
6.8%, 4 seats (same) 1.8%, 1 seat (down 2)

ng Sinn Féin 323,300 votes, 19.5%, up 8.3%,Independents328,766 votes,19.8%, up

moves towards greater cooperation 8

nd 3 seats (up 3 seats) 8.3%, 3 seats (up 2)



Parties failing to get seats:

Labour Party 88,229 votes, 5.3%, down
8.6% (down 3 seats) People Before Profit Alliance23,875

Green Party81,458 votes, 4.9%, up 3% votes, 1.5%

Socialist Party29,953 votes,1.8%, down Catholic Democratsl 3,569 votes, 0.8%
0.9% (down 1 seat) Fis Nua 4,610 votes, 0.3%

Direct Democracy Ireland24,093 votes,
1.5%

Northern Ireland
Both European and Local Government elections were held on the same day, Th

22nd May

1. Europe

The election used the Single Transferable Vote, the only United Kingdom constit
to do so. Three seats were available and the area is treated as a single constitue
Eligible Electorate was 1,226,771 and there was a 51.85 % turnout.

The three candidates elected were: all sitting candidates:

Martina Andersor(Sinn Féin; SF) atthe  75,806%, 12.11%
first stage, 159,813 votes, 25.52% Alex Attwood(SDLP) 81,594, 13.03%
Diane Dodd¢Demaocratic Unionist Party; Anna Lo(Alliance Party) 44,432, 7.109
DUP) who was elected at the seventhHenry Reilly(UKIP) 24,584, 3.93%
stage, 131,163 votes, 20.95% Tina McKenzigNI21*) 10,553, 1.69%
Jim Nicholson(Ulster Unionist Party; RossBrowr{Green Party) 10,598, 1.699
UUP) who was elected at the eighth Mark Brotherston(Conservative Party
stage, 83,438, 13.33% 4,144, 0.66%
* NI 21 split shortly before polling, afte

declaring it would classify itself as 'Other’
next Assembly Election

Other Candidates:
Jim Allister(Traditional Unionist Voice)

2. Local Electionswere held in a re-organised Local Government system, with 26 Councils
reduced to 11 areas and 462 seats. The results were:

DUP 130 seats, down 15; 144,928 votesSDLP 66 seats, down 1; 85,237 votg
23.1%, down 4.1% down 1.4%

Sinn Féin105 seats, down 10; 151,137 Alliance 32 seats, down 2; 41,769 votg
votes, down 0.7% down 0.7%

UUP 88 seats, down 11; 101,385 votes, TUV 13 seats, up 10; 28,310 votes,
down 0.9% 2.5%

again. Pictured before the GPO, he smiles

condescendingly. The da always referred

to that'little skirmish"down at the GPO.

It seemed a bitt patronising of the da, |

thought, as if coming from Parnassus.

Then Gaybo put in the boot. Thete

noir, Pearse. | don't think he liked him

Some amusing incident, gently tolerated.
urddgpold child sent to bed early. Could be

rehabilitated. But, Pearse! Gaybo lifted

the head and gave the little sniff. The

wind was coming from the wrong direct-
Lefy: The stabinthe back. Gaybo shrugged.
ncy. The dafoughtforthe freedom of others.
Mine, too. Little Belgium figured a lot.
He never asked Casement. Seems some
50,000 Irishmen perished. They are
commemorated at the British Army War
Memorial at Islandbridge. Where are the
speculators gone? And all those dead. For
what? Forwhom? Thereis no comparable
monument for those who died for Irish
freedom.

An expert went and put his foot in it.
Those experts. He held up three bedrag-
gled medals. The da's. A bitinadequate,
| thought. "Les Miserables."The expert
proved to be indiscreet. These, he said,
bewwgre onlycampaign medalsThey were

not for valour. Poor Gaybo. He recoiled.
s, He'd been onahigh. Some tumble. Down

he came. Up, again. Rocking on the Kop.
s, It reminded me of the Ali v. Fraser fight.

Or the"rumble in the jungle" Now, that

ipwas slaughter. A paean to violence.
Some people seem to glory in blood-

ht

letting. Especially when others are doing

Gaybo's Little Skirmish At The GPO

We were gathered aboutthe TV. Gaybo shekels. And that crowd of usurers above

came on. Serious mien, yet with a secretin 'La maison' Pheasants on the tab

smile Thatliftof the head. The modulated peasants on the run. Well-plucked. But,
Each word articulated. GBS's we knew our place. Touching the fore-

voice.

it. Strange, itis. And that raggedy bunch
of rebels in Baile Atha Cliath. So few So
much accomplished. No, no, perish the
thought. Gaybo lifts his head and sniffs.
Again.

Woa, boy! Woal

&, Question: What's a weed?

Answer: A poppy in the wrong button-
hole.

Dublin Protestant accent. The shrug. It lock. The Jockey's Salute. Anyway, the

was his moment, alright. The programme da wound up mounted on his steed, One day, years ago, this guy sdMy
about the da did him proud. We'd been charging around France. In the thick of it. name is Gabriel" | fell back. Recovered.
regaled about his World War One exploits Must have been before the tanks. Thankde added,'But you can call me Gay"

with the British Army. Allbuckles, brasses but no thanks.
and swagger-canes. Such swank. SoBeecher's Brook or the Melling Road.
much Kkilling. The dajoined up early on. Duty callin

I'd been thinking of Gabriel seemed a beautiful name to me.

I'd never heard of anyone called Gabriel.
g. There were no Gabriels from where I'd

The dahad been anatural forthe cavalry.He'd gone off to tame the Huns. All so come. I'd heard of Angel Gabriel. Butthat
Notthe engines, now. The gee-gees. He'dmoving. He'd been an Old Contemptible.was different. Nor had anyone said to me

trained in rustic Kilruddery. A coachman So called by the Kaiser, the cousin

ofbefore,"you can call me Gay".

to some Pukka Sahib. Seems the qualityherself, HRHQ. Family spats can catch Anyway, Gaybo is a half-way house.

proliferated in Wicklow. Big Houses all on. She changed her name. He did
about. Servants all over the place. Thereciprocate.
bow and the curtsy. But. spare a thought

noHomely and welcoming. Everyone's fav-
ourite uncle. You'd have First Commun-

Next, Gaybo is in a British Army ions come every week. But | can't forget

for the pay. Darn it. How to pay for the graveyardin France. Very emotional. Hethe Big House with the peasants, smoth-

pandy and thizabaiste' * A shortage of  turns away. A private moment.

* cabbage

Giddy up. Back in Dublin, all is well

ered in feathers, plucking the pheasants
and the shot-guns firing about all over the
place. The coachman saddling up the
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‘osses'. Tally-ho. 'Oos for stirrup-cup? | tache and was dark-haired. He was highlyafter the Rising, having taken command
can see old Gaybo gently flicking his admired and respected. He was seriousef the Marrowbone Lane Garrison during
whip at the 'osses' Rumpoles o the Bailey.minded and religious, and devoted to theEaster week. The Colberts were of
| opened a new tin of Brasso. | was takingpursuit of freedom for his country. His Palatine stock, who had come to farm in
a shine to him, though he went hard onfamily name was Kent and he was of the Golden Vale during the eighteenth
Annie Murphy, that time. They say you English descent. He would be executedcentury. Central to the Fourth Battalion,

should be nice to people on the way up, orafter the Rising. also, was a Gaelic Football Club, called
they might not be nice to you on the way Bulfin's. GAA Clubs were pervasive, as
down. But I'm waiting to see how it will The Second-in-Command was Cathal was the Gaelic League. Educational levels

be on the way up The way down was Brugha, or Charles Burgess. He was shortwaried, though many had their schooling
awful. Like when you change trains at and stocky, and also a Gaelic sspeakerended early. They were oddly a mixture
Mallow and catch the banger to Tralee. He was noted for his physical fitness. ofintellectuals and intelligentsia, leavened
Later, going back to Mallow, it's the same He'd been educated in Belvedere College with the proletariat, and sharing a sense of
banger. Ups and downs. No difference. He was a man of extraordinary courage, asndependence and ambition which
events were to prove. He was to surviveemerged from the depths of history. Their
The 'Little Skirmish' had spread a bit. the Rising, though wounded any times. aspirations seemed to come from unselfish
Maybe Gaybo hadn't heard. He's a RialtoHe would recover in hospital, being too motivation. Animosities, it appears, did
lad. Born and bred. And his neighbours badly-wounded to be executed. He wouldnot figure highly. The common weal was
were all at it. Well, some of them. The die later, in the Civil War, as he came out their objective. Broadly they were of the
South Dublin Union, Marrowbone Lane, the door of the Hammon Hotel, in Left, but not doctrinaire. Most were from
Roe's Distillery, Watkin's Brewery. O'Connell Street, felled with revolver in working-class backgrounds. Many might
(Gaybo's wife's family owned Watkin's.) his hand, as former comrades shot downnot have spent a night away from home
These malcontents came from BrabazonBrugha was married, with a family. He ha before. The average Volunteer would
Square, James Street, Thomas Streethbeen Minister for Defence in the first have been in his early twenties. Literate,
Meath Street, Gray Street, Regional StreetGovernment. He'd opposed the "Treaty'. but not sophisticated.
Pimlico and Rialto. From the tenements One of the Battalion Lieutenants was John Bull hovered. There were many
about. From further afield. From Inchicore William Cosgrave, an elected member of about clad in Khaki. They were a supply
and Harold's Cross. From Dolphin's Barn. Dublin Corporation. He came from a source, drinkingin hostelries carrying their
From Terenure and Rathfarnham. Rearedamily of publicans in James Street. Onerifles, on leave from the Front. These Lee
on stories of Emmet and Tone. Sitting atof his step-brothers, Frank Burke, was Enfields were treasured. A quick snatch.
fire-places, watery-eyed, staring at damp,shot dead in the South Dublin Union during And run.
smoky turf. Hearing tales of Anne Devlin; the Rising. Cosgrave would take the Free
the treachery of Leonard McNally; the State side in the 'Civil War'. He became The South Dublin Union never fell.
Hanging Judge, Lord Norbury who'd sent leader of the Cumann na nGael (later FineMarrowbone was never penetrated. Roe's
hundreds to be hanged. There were fewGael) Party and become Taoiseach. HisDistillery was vacated. Watkin's Brewery
vacant lots in Croppie's Acre. Sniff. son, Liam, subsequently also becamewas evacuated, in favour of strengthening
Another shrug. Taoiseach. Marrowbone. The Holland Brothers and
Mike Liston became heroes. The British
The Fourth Battalion assembled in  One of the volunteers, Joe McGrath, suffered heavy casualties. When the dust
Emerald Square, Dolphin's Barn, on Easterfrom Dolphin's Barn, subsequently cleared, the surrender was observed. The
Monday 1916, at 1100 hours. Numbersbecame a Ministerinthe CumannnanGaelgarrisons at the Union and Marrowbone,
much reduced. (The Countermanding Government. He evaded capture atheaded by Ceannt, marched, underescort,
Order had reduced them to 120.) MostMarrowbone Lane, jumping over a wall to St. Patrick"s Park, near the Cathedral.
had some weapon: Lee Enfield Rifles, and calling out/Tooraloo, lads” Later = They went proudly. They must have felt
Mausers, assorted pistols and revolvershe became the head of 'the Irish Hospitalssome sense of satisfaction. There they
Some had bandoliers. Mostwere becapedTrust' and the Sweepstake, becoming avere disarmed. Along with the Jacobs'
Some wore green uniforms. A few had millionaire and horse-owner. (He owned Garrison (The Second Battalion), they
Sam Browne belts. Each carried a papeiWindsor Lad.) Another ofthe Volunteers, were marched to Richmond Barracks.
food parcel. Some Carried picks and Paddy O'Brien, was the Four Courts Crowds, fuelled by the Shilling, shouted
sledges. They marched in a column of Garrison Commander, at the start of theand cursed. Later, it was to the cattle boats
route, going into the unknown. Going 'Civil War'. He led the break out and and deportation. Imprisoned throughout
wherever the road led. They had greatafterwards was killed in action at Ennis— England and Scotland. Then, most, to
trust in their leaders. After years of corthy, Wexford, on the Republican side. internmentin Frongoch, N. Wales. Some
training, they relied upon them. They had McGrath had borne responsibility for the sentenced, moston 'the never-never'. Then
discipline and obedience. To take on annotorious Oriel House during the 'Civil the fatal error. Looking for the pound of
Empire, in such an environment, was War', too. flesh. "What if the dream come true?"

awesome A Captain in the Fourth Battalion was  Brigadier-General Lowe was the British

The Officer Commanding was Comdt. ayoungteacherfrom Pearse's Scoil Eanndjeld commander. Avery qualified officer.
Eamon Ceannt. He was a official in Con Colbert. He was single. He cameHe'd proven himself in the wars of the
Dublin Corporation. He was a Signatory from Limerick. He spoke Gaelic and was Empire. He was an aggressive leader. His
to the Proclamation. He spoke Gaelic andreligious. He was quiet and determined problem was to identify the main rebel
was a well-known piper. He was married, and had served in the scout movementpositions. The picture soon emerged. The
with one son. Tall and erect, he had aFianna Eireann. His motivation was the GPO was the headquarters. This was his
soldierly appearance. He wore a mous-freedom of his country. He was executedobjective. The South Dublin Union was



the rebel West Flank. Boland's Mill was where? ]
the East Flank. The Four Courts was An BunreachtArticle 40.2.2:"Notitle | Corrections: _ _
Control North. Jacob's was control South. o nobility or of honour may be accepted by ~ TWO typographical errors crept int
Lowe made an incision down Thomas any citizen except with the prior approval Colonel Morgan's article on 191&)ne
Street, Dame Street, the Castle, to Trinity.of the Government". More Desperate Salljtast month. "‘Dublin
This would be his new Headquarters. He Volunteer James Burke, Fourth Bat- Military Police’ should read 'Dublin
made another incision, bypassing the Fourtalion, a prisoner in Kilmainham Goal| MetropolitanPolice’. And the sentence,
Courts, down Church Street, to Capell during the Rising”The Dublin Fusiliers | 'Republicans achieved depth, material
Street, to Henry Street. The GPO was notwere the worst of the lot." support and all round protection, to some
threatened. He'd become bogged down HRHQ may some day announce: degree’should read’'Republicans achieved
on the extremities, but he'd extricated "Arise, Sir Gaybo. Be ye upstanding.” | depth, mutual support and all roun
himself. Now, he'd go for the jugular. His John Morgan (Lt.Col. retd) | Protection, to some degree".
artillery rained fire on the city centre. His
problem was to preserve the integrity of
his advancing troops.

This was not dlittle skirmish”. Gaybo
would have loved it. Likethe da. A right The White Nigger Controversy Re-emerges
old 'ding-dong'. As ever, the acquisition
of military Intelligence had proved itself.  The Irish Timesnade a small conces- "B RiTISH DIPLOMAT"

_ _ _ sion to the real world in an article by Dan ~ The idea that McDowell sought advice

Atnightthe skies ranred. The city was keenan The Irish Times28.4.14). The from a senior British diplomatic figure is
aninferno. Buildings were ablaze. Walls gticle gave some political contextto what Very misleading, if not simply wrong. He, in
were collapsing. Streets were piled with ha5 pecome known as thehite nigger ~ fact, sought help from the British Prime
rubble.  Snipers picked out targets. controversy!in which the British Ambas-  Minister Harold Wilson when he (McDow-
Machine-guns rattled awayEase, pull,  sador reported to his superiors in 1969.ell) was in London in September 1969.

(=]

tap." Everywhere were explosions. sj- andrew Gilchrist reported: Wilson was not available at the time, but
Observers relayed corrections. Bullets ) . , interestingly expressed the view that Mc
whined. Ricochets bounced. Ammunition McDowall (sic) is one of the five .0 attempted contact related to

: (Protestant) owners of the Irish Times, ,. : .\ .
supply was a problem, more easily solved -,y o' his associates are increasingly Ntelligence’matters rather thalfjournal-

bythe B”tISh They could prOVide rations concerned about the line the paper is iStiC aCtiVity”. Wilson Wanted the Brltlsh
more easily too. taking under its present (Protestant, Ambassador to meet McDowell. It was in
In the Union and at Marrowbone, the  Belfast-born) Editor, Gageby, whom he response to the British Prime Minister's
battle raged on. Crown forces had entered described as a very fine journalist, an instruction that the meeting in October 1969
the Union. Fighting became hand-to- ~ excellentman but on Northern questions yoo place in which McDowell made his
hand. Street by street, house by house, it 2 "énegade or white nigger. "white nigger"remark about his editor.

was fought out. Brugha performed extra- g article quotes the above paragraph

ordinary heroics. Grenades were explod-g.4 explains that there was a political "PusLic IN 2003"?
ing everywhere. Debris was all over. Fire .gnflict between Major McDowell, To say'the controversy became public
was coming from everywhere and rgpresenting the Unionist tradition of the in 2003 with the release of State papéss”
anywhere. Twice Crown Forces withdrew. e spaper, and Douglas Gageby who at@ bizarre reconstruction of what happened.
Was the Crown teetering? Confusion e time had been promoting John Hume. The facts of the matter are that the
reigned. A battle won? Not quite. But that was not the newspaper's line in “controversy became public in 2008hen

Marrowbone was never pierced_ Crown January 2003 when the controversy first the"white ni_ggernlett_er V_Vas pUb“Shed in
forces came from Rialto, past the ridge, emerged. Then, its story was that thelrish PO!ItIC&| Rev_u_awn January 2003
down the canal extension. They took McDowell was trying'to help solve the ~and then in an edition of thBunday
heavy casualties. Fairbrother's field wasProblems in Northern Ireland(The Irish  Independer(26.1.03). Thérelease of State
littered with dead and wounded. Asnipers Times 27.1.13) and the British Papersioccurredin December 1999, more
dead body dangled from a tree. Bodies layAmbassador was somehow mistakenwherfhan three years earlier

in grotesque shapes. The fallen moanedhe reportedthat McDowellused the phrase  The "white nigger" letter is a con-
The wounded were aided by stretcher-"white nigger”about his editor. troversy, not only because of the content
bearers. The dead were letlie. Gunswere SO perhaps, after eleven years, Weof that notorious letter, but also the
over-heating. Sticking to hands. They should be grateful for the newspaper'seporting, or lack of reporting, of it by the
had to be let cool. Hands were plungedmoment of clarity. Unfortunately the so-called paper of record.
into water-buckets. Any 'blood and guts remainder of the piece has the usual The newspaper's excuse is that it was
merchant' would be sated. A bit like the €vasions and misinformation. In particular ynaware of the letter before January 2003
Somme without the gas. Gaybo would Keenan makes the following three points: eyen though every year it reports on the
give the shrug. a) Major McDowell sought advice from relea_se of docume_nts fro_m the British
. "a senior British diplomatic figure". Publ_lc R(_acords Office. This failure was
Butthe b|g.gunsvyon.out. Thesurrenderb) “The controversy became public in _alsom ;plte_ofthefactt_hatthe newspaper's
came. Thatlittle sklrm|sh"_at the GPO. 2003 with the release of State papers" journalist did une_arth in December 1_9_99
How the da must have smiled. Butone ofc) McDowell “took no action against another letter, which referred to the British

the Lancer's 'osses' had spent the week Gageby" Ambassador's 'white nigger' letter.
lying outside the GPO. Brown breed.
Some sort of omen, may be. Pointing Let's now deal with those three points: "N 0 ACTION AGAINST GAGEBY"
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There are no grounds for thinking that Editor of The Irish TimesGeraldine

McDowell "took no action against
Gageby" McDowell did not retire

gracefully soon after October 1969. On heing published. Apparently, the

the contrary he consolidated and increaseghrohibition still applies after his death!
his power in subsequent years. With the

Kennedy. The interview took place ove
two days, but McDowell prevented it from

Irish Times: Past And Present
a record of the journal since 1859,
by John Martin
w21, £17.50

John Martin

help of Lord Arnold Goodman (Harolg

Wilson's "Mr Fixit") he devised a structur
for The Irish Timesthat concentrate
power in his own hands, as well as givi
himself and the other Directors a ve
generous pay off. Douglas Gageby left
was pushed out) in 1974 and only return
in 1977 when McDowell's controversi
appointment (Fergus Pyle) brought t

newspaper to the brink of financial ruif.

Gageby left for good in 1986.

Among the personal titles that the d¢
leader (McDowell) held in 1974 were:

a) Chairman (for life) oT he Irish Times
Trust Ltd which controlled the
newspaper.

b) Chairman (for life) o he Irish Times
Ltd.

c) Chief Executive ofThe Irish Times
Ltd until he decided to resign.

He remained as Chief Executive un
1997 when he decided to resign at the
of 74. However he retained the title
Chairman ofThe Irish Times Truaintil
December 2001. In December 2001
was made President for Life ®he Irish
Times Group.

Conor Brady, who was Editor from

1986 to 2002, is quite informative o
McDowell's leadership style:

"His Achilles heel was his absolutisnj.

He believed he had the responsibility
decide on virtually everything in the
ultimate. Whether it was the menu at
board lunch, the brand and model

motorcar to be driven by certain emplo
ees or the choice of new equipment f
some department, he immersed hims
in the detail. Staff at all levels knew Hh

had the final say, and that he frequenily

invoked it. He exercised the right t
second-guess or over—rule anything ap
from the day-to-day content of th
newspaperp with the TimesGill &
Macmillan, 2005, Page 117).

Brady's claim that, for all McDowell's
absolutism, he did not interfere with th
newspaper's day-to-day content is a lit
disingenuous because as Brady admitg
(Brady) had to account for himself alone
front of the Trust (controlled by McDowell
once a month. Also, his Contract (
Employment'had to go on the hazardf
being renewed every 12 months.

Unfortunately, we have not yet hea
from McDowell himself. Before his deat

If interested, as were others in the Young

J Review: Catastrophe And Resurgence, The Catholic Predicament In 'Northern

Y Ireland’, Volume One: Catastrophe, 1914-1968 by Pat Walsh Belfast Historical &
I Educational Society€24, £20 postfree in Ireland and Britain
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Catastrophe'

This book reveals a history of Catholic lot but generally Catholic West Belfast
West Belfast | was half-aware of it but and the Markets area was not on their list
ardidn't want to know too much about it. of priorities.

Harry Diamond, MP, leader of the  Now—uwith industrial Belfast gone, to

Republican Labour Party and other DIY be replaced by industrial theme-parks and

parties, for Belfast Falls was around thencall centre, so gone toois militantindustrial

in the late 1940s and the early 1950s whercommunism—Catholic West Belfast has
| became politically active as a teenagebecome the main political centre ofinterest
communist. Diamond's anti-communism and it has an amazing story to tell, the one
and his 'let's-all-get-down-on-our-knees- | couldn't stomach all those years ago.
and-pray' syndrome in old Stormont did This book tells how it became a recruiting
say something about the history of Catholicground for WW1, led by Joe Devlin, the

ii WestBelfast, plus those Josephthe WorkeAncient Order of Hibernians and the

arades on May Day.. But | was only Belfastlrish News

"Of all the parts of the Irish nation it
was the Belfast Catholics who were
engaging most in purposeful activity
within Ireland and in the wider UK State.
They were possibly the least Republican
community in the Nation at the time of
Partition and the most enthusiastic about
the Home Rule project under their leader
Joe Devlin."

Workers League, inthe 1916 Commemor-
| eations at Milltown Cemetery. We sought
out members of the then thin ranks of the
IRA by going to some Republican-spon-
sored dances in St Mary's Hall. You could
tell how close-knit and dynastical these
young Republicans were when the band
and the dance stopped when we walked in
as amixed Catholic/Protestant delegation. What is best about this book is that it
lo Some wanted us kicked out but we haddeals with the North specifically and shows
a been invited by a prominent Republican. it to have a separate development from
hf We had been working mostly in the that of the South. It is true to say that
- Protestant areas of Belfast and some of théNorthern Catholics were much more drawn
Or towns outside it, like Carrickfergus, as did to English cities and many UK ways,
Ifthe CPNI, so we thought as young peopleincluding entertainment. As children we
we must do some work in the Catholic listened to the BBC Children's Hour and
as adults to their radio comedians, and
i during WW2 we encountered masses of
The leadership of the CPNI got to hear British and American troops. With heavy

of our interest in that aspect of West military equipment trundling the roads
Belfast and the Markets area and theyd(,le and night it made their war feel

vvlier(fenk']t too pleased.dMost.of :he(rjn, if no(tjexciting, maybe something you would
all ofthem, were Trade Union leaders and,, ., to join in, providing it wasn't going

e their primg miss.ion was to keep the to be over too soon before you grew up.
le Protestant industrial working-class happy Yet these Catholics, says the author about
hén the shipyard, the aircraft factory and in an earlier enthusiasm for the UK:

n the heavy engineering industries. They .
looked East to the Soviet Union and the .. Were o be cutofffrom the foremost
object of their desire, a self-governing

f Peoplg's Democracies—not West to Irish state within the Imperial State. And
Catholic West Belfast. When they could,  {hey were to be cut off from the second
they got Catholic workers into the  pest option: participation in the reform

d Protestant-dominated industries and into  movement in Britain."

W the Fire Brigade, mostly againstthe wishes
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in 2009 he granted an interview to the th

enof that workforce. They were a powerful ~ There was to be no co-operation bet-



ween the Ulster Protestant and the Ulsterlreland. Thérish News claim®'Flanagan  private memos on both men as to their

Catholic. The Catholic had survived the made out a case for partition because he isharacters. | suppose we call that profiling

planter's genocide and now those nativequoted by Lloyd George. The problem today.

survivors were in no way going to rule over about such an interesting book as this is Healy says: "The plea was made later

the descendants of those early settlers, angiou could keep on quoting long passageghat the Irishmen were confronted with a

even wee Joe Devlin wasn't going to alter out of it, making a meal of it, when you are terrible alternative - “Sign or we resume

that with all his recruiting of Catholics to trying just to give an appetiser. The UK- the war”...".

fightin England's totally unnecessary war based Connolly Association had great "Collins never agreed they were

against a Germany it saw as a competitoradmiration for Father O'Flanagan and confronted by this threat", Cahir Healy
published a number of pamphlets on him.  says.

It's all there in the book. Some of the | can't remember reading anything about
Devlin's speeches in the British House of his two-nations theory. | could be wrong ~ The USA entered the WW1 situation in
Commons are unbelievably craven whenbut then again the CA wad@ne-Nation, its last year and saved Britain from defeat,
he realises the game is up post-WW1 andOne People'organisation which they and,aswritersinthe Irish Political Review
that his parliamentary party is falling apart. declared on banners which | sometimesand other publications have said, this must
One in particular has something of the carried on demonstrations, and especiallyhave been the beginning of Britain's
silent film pathos. There is laughter from on that long march from London to empire-decline. Would Irish-America
the chamber which Devlin sees as sneeringBirmingham in the early 1960s. after that tolerate Britain doing to the Irish
fromthese smug pulling-a-fast-one, wiped- what they did to the Boers—blockhouses
your-eye-there-mate, cold-bloodddck- | could easily say that | have been to disrupt travel, concentration camps for
of-conscience elements. How Devlin could involved in discussions about Michael whole families?
bear even thinking about how he had Collins for most of my life and now | feel | have doubts about this for many years
encouraged young Catholic men into thel have got 99% of the answers to my myself. Collins was a tough dedicated
slaughter of WW1 and have no reward for queries. His brilliance as the IRA's head soldier, a master schemer who was quick
the Catholic North in the end is beyond of Intelligence is well documented else- to wipe out his opponents like the Cairo
me. where in other publications but nowhere, Gang of Brit sSpooks.

It is true most young men like the idea until now, has his trickery, his subterfuge, ~Even now, when the Brits knew his
of war and being transported to foreign his sell-out of comrades, his mercilessnessjdentity and had him unarmed, he gave
lands but mostly they fight these desires.his betrayal of the Catholic North been so orders for the assassination of Sir Henry
An authoritative figure can reinforce this well presented. It gets you wondering Wilson, Chief of the Imperial General
longing and give it justification. At least what really went on in his negotiations Staff and advisor for the Ulster Unionist
Redmond died before he could have thatwith Lloyd George and Co. Cahir Healy, cause. And he admitted it, threw it in their
long think about how he became a tool of the veteran Northern Nationalist reviewed faces. He was young and vital and not easy
British Imperialism and helped kill off a book on him in October 1958 by Rex to scare. | can see sit him sitting there
thousands of his countrymen, though hisTaylor calledMichael Collins, The Big sneering at these soon-to-become fossils
son Willie didn't learn a lot from his dad's Fellow. I still have the yellowed, flaking, of Empire. If he wasn't afraid of his own
sad cuckolding. Contrast one of Wee Joe'dalling apart, paperback version put out by people, with his many scheming ways,
speeches on pages 81-82 with Lloydthe publisher Four Square, price 3/6. Cahirwhy would he be afraid of the enemy
George's down-to-earth-well-thought-out Healy's review must have been in the whom he had helped dragto the negotiating
speeches that looked after Britain's hardback copy for I haven't read it before. table. He had had killed the cream of their
interests without emotion, caving in to no Pat Walsh re-produces what he has to sayntelligence services. And you must give
one. and remarks that Healy was: it to the Brits they respect such nimble

. . "More interested in telling the North- _opera_tor;. So whether ColIin; was forced

On page 60 there is a breath of fresh air o/ catholic story than reviewing the into signing or not | tend to think Collins

when James Connolly writes of Wee Joe  pook." knew what he wanted, and what was
Devlin in The Worker's Republicf the possible—a Catholic Nationalist nation
28th of August, 1915: Walsh then goes on to quote "Cahir thatexcluded almosta million angry Ulster
"That great, that heroic figure, Wee 1€ly's review atlength, including what protestants he couldn't understand, and
Joe Devlin, at the recent Convention of he has to say about Michael Collins: whom he knew had armed themselves
the Ancient Order of Hibernians (Board "It was a double tragedy that Michael back in 1912. He had to then enforce his
of Erin), told how his society had rallied Collins should have entered politics. He idea for his new nation on close comrades
to the Empire in its day of difficulty... " lost his life at 31 in consequence, killed and sobecamethe strongman. Itis possib]e

Later in his article h fioates th ﬁyljgatlr?usfotrdisEppoir}te(;I]clc?mradgTﬁ. Hehe would have made trouble for Britain in
ater in his article he castigates those held the fate of nearly half a million '« otk o hod o been allowed to live.

- North Nationalists in hi .
who call Wee Jothe Wee Bottle-washer orthern Nationalists in his hands, but He died too young at 31 when he had a lot

. i i i ith of developing to do. Tell that to his Irish
power. Connolly rightly says a bottle- the Irish nation. He was a soldier, with ping

. - much knowledge of guerrilla warfare, Victims?
washer is an honest trade but a recruiting )+ 1ot a politician, as he admitted...

sergeant luring men to their deaths, the Pat Walsh deals very adequately with
men who trusted him and voted him into  Further down the review Cahir Healy the Border Commission when it was
power, isn't. has thisto say, which | think is an extremely promised the Border could be whittled

important and is the crux of the matter, away like mice at cheese until Protestant
There is a very interesting piece on when Griffith and Collins are picked for Ulsterwas left with four Counties, or even
Father O'Flanagan, early Sinn Fein's Vice-some private talks after the Whitehall less Thankfully this Commission was
President, and his two-nation view of negotiators, having sent to Dublin for abandoned n 1925 eventhoughthe Border
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Northern Catholics felt betrayed by not ~ Provocative speeches made by thein a lower key with a dead Catholic being
finding themselves in the new Irish Free fSt:)rmor:Dt .Mlnls'\t/le.r .O]; Agrlchf:\tlurihand found in the streets from time to time.
State, while the Catholics of the inner Six uture Fome Minster ol morrern

L . Ireland’, Sir Basil Brooke. Brooke told .
Counties like in Antrim and North Down i ; The book progresses to deal with the

: ) Unionists not to employ Catholics who " " .
felt relieved they weren't going to be an  he describes as '99 per cent disloyal' and® Neill/Lemass meeting on the 14th
even less minority. Though the Six  ‘out to cut their throats if opportunity January, 1965 at Stormont. At the time
Counties was to become a semi-detached arose'." this meeting fooled a number of Catholics,
area from the UK, with its Catholic . o _ they thought it was a break-through, that
population isolated away from the politics F1ime Minister Lord Craigavon approv- the sectarian nightmare was coming to an
of the Irish Free State and the mainstreanfd Of this statement which shocked theend. O'Neill reinforced this illusion by
politics of the UK, they were a big enough Nationalists who saw this as an economicpeing photographed with a group of nuns.
minority to feel some security with their P9rom. the author continues. But as the author says it only helped to
self-sufficiency, and with that, in the future, , ~legitimise the Stormont regime when
able to grow and take on the might of 1heninJuly 1935 there was a physical Lemass encouraged the Nationalist MPs
Britain and their surrogates, beyond what °"€: o _ to become the official Opposition to the
even Michael Collins couldn'thave dreamt ~_"lt'Sorganisersincluded anew militant overwhelming Unionist majority.
of. (Now Northern Catholics must be able Unionist organisation called the Ulster

i Protestant League, which was inspired g gection devoted to Gerry Fitt is an
to forgive the man?) by the activities of the SA (Sturm- y

) ) ) abteiling) in Germany. Over four hundred eye-opener. F.'tt’ representing his West

Up again pops wee Joe Devlin. It'slike  Catholic homes were burnt, a dozen lives Bélfast constituency dressed up as a
that mouse who never had a chance to lost and hundreds put out of their jobs." Socialist Republican while in his

whittle away the Border and who suddenly . Westminster seat he was British Labour
L After all th rslti to know i

makes a re-appearance. You think it has,, er allthese years Itis good to know onq prohaply would have been happier in

. . ho shot dead our female Catholic
m 1 that party. He soon found out that the
died or ovedawaytoanelghbourshouseneighbour_ Itwas Glasgow Street off York LaboFL)Jr C)Blovern ment was not going to

D tho lvine Toom aaai You receonae Road, Belfast. My father heard a Shot onger the Imperialst arrangement that had
: that hot July day in 1935. He went to the o0 made for the Six Counties though he

by its colour though it has become a : _ _ C
political chameleon. And that's how doorandthe gunmanwas walking casually jiq rayely did try to raise a number of

. . way in br light with mokin : i~

Northern Catholic politics had become away _boa_ld daylig _a smoking questions about the absence of British
; . revolver in his hand. That night and for ', ising in the Six C ;

post Irish Free State and settled S|xCountymany nights to come he barricaded the abour organising In t 1€ SIX ount|es._
Protestant wonderland for a Protestant He wanted equal British rights for his

. . front and back doors to our small two-up- ; houah h : ina thi
people. The Nationalist MPs are treated, o 1o L 0 o0 e furniture constituents though he wasn't saying this
badly, without respect, in what was the . " in his West Belfast constituency but just

During the day we went to a park called laved al ith fRepubli

new Stormont that has became the OIdThe Grove opposite our street. It was a-p ayed along with some sortof Republican
Stormont, and | am listening to Harry : ideals. He could raise the question of

Diamond. Belfast Falls MP. on radio, |/9€ 9rassy mound. From there we could,nempioyment as it affected the UK but
. ’ ! .. watch who would knock on our door. forbidden bvthe S ker of the H
asking Stormont, both Protestant majority Over aweek at least three men knocked o was forbidden by the Speaker of the House

and Catholics few MPs, to get down on 'bf Commons from raising that question
their knees and pray together. Two peopleour door, whether they were hawkers or\ pen it was affecting the Six Counties.

one god or was it one people two gods? + o 9P gsﬁass'”swﬁ were ”e‘f’ertogno""Most Northern Catholics were closer to
We stayed there on The Grove from aWnEngland than to the Irish Republic, they

If you ever wondered why Fianna Fail to sunsetwith afew sandwiches and bonle%entto England to work on and off and to

never organised in the North you will get of cold tea. | heard later my parents p,iqay there and many of them married
in this book. The 26 Counti quarrelled continually. My father was into English families so if Gerry Fitt had
yourgnswe_rmt ISDook. The oun '_esunemployed and besides me there Wer€.ompaianed for equal British rights in the
was intent in consolidating itself and it my sisters aged two and one. My father, ., (FZ)OL?nties I Wc?uld o thatgwould o
wan_ted no mterfe_rence fr(_)m Northern being a Protestantwantedto live in Protest-understood by his WestyBeIfast constit-
Nat|on_all|st_swho might proyld_eacatheter ant areas, my mother being a Catholicuents In they end he fell foul of his
for British interference. This ',S perfectly would obviously have felt safer in Catholic constiltuents over his obiections to the
understaqdable nowthatl don tpe_rsonallyareas. Though | was three years old | Sti”develo ina PIRA and wasjforced to leave
have fo live through that sacrifice any have vivid memories of those days. How ermar?en%l for England. where probabl
longer. But sc_)_too d.'d the__ Northern does such a thing affectc:hildren?ltseemsgut of reveny e he tgok tr;e offergd seati);l
Protestant sacrifice the|rumb!llcal cordto normal and the normality continues when g |y o? .
the Uicand stopped developing. by the age of five you have seen two | suppose it is ea'sy enough to criticise
Cltr;] 1|932 there had bgen t?\tt?Ck?hon bodies in the street of dead Catholics. AndGerry Fitt but what can you do when the
atholics journeying south to the with your parents acting normally there is ; ;
Eucharistic Congress. It seems that ang panic. They seemed more Concemeqiﬁﬁuﬁl's g;:{t?ézﬂg V\Ilz?trt]tzll;]:;r(;?gkrt]%v(\j/o

small rise in Catholic confidence aftera |, . : : : ;
decade of disaster could not be borne Vit 1¥ing to survive financially. You ynis anq British Labour put him in a box.

easily by Unionism within the sectarian €&/ t0 live aday atatime andin a crisisy,; can flail around politically and make
framework of the Six County construct.” Y0u live by the hour. The book mentions ¢ o mistakes but will your countrymen/
that there was alarm in London about women ever forgive you.

As Pat Walsh points out there had alsoese pogroms so British troops were again
being Northern enthusiasm for De Valera's o, the streets, the first time since the early  There is also a very good section on
successes in that year of 1932, 1920s. That stopped the concentrated®esmond Greaves and the Connolly

"This was followed by a number of efforts of the pogromists but it continued Association, a front organisation for the



CPGB. Greaves, the master strategistbe nothing more thananimpressive figure,
along with Tony Coughlan and Roy a power-house, but unfortunately without
Johnston, did a lot of reshaping of Irish the light to see the reality of the Six
politics, especially the Southern Repub- County setup. Read the section headed:
lican Movement and had influence with The Greaves Plan For The Nortmd
the Northern Ireland Civil Rights wonder how such a normally brilliant
Association (NICRA). intellectual man could get it so wrong.
Butthey justdidn'tunderstand the Ulster
Protestant. The grandiose plans Greaves Read also about People's Democracy
had for that National entity was farce and Michael Farrell, the demise of the
rapidly becoming laughable. It's best to Nationalist Party and the coming end of
read it for yourself or I'll go on all day old Stormont when the Lemass/O'Neill
about it. meeting removed its fig-leaf and all
A lot of our battle in selling the Irish pretence about the Brit pseudo-sod known
Democrat around the London pubs, whichas Northern Ireland.
at that time seemed to be the main
entertainment centre for the Irish, was This book starts in 1914 and makes a
having to continually deny the Connolly very enlightening journey to the edges of

1 i wha b Er-amear .
T Cescliir
I "N

Frediramsm
ks brelasi'

On-line sales:

Association had any association with the 1969. https: //

CPGB. Most of the Irish didn't seem to  Thisis the book to arm yourself with. It

care about this, or they didn't know, but is a pocket-battleship. | look forward to www.atholbooks-
there was always the political activist who reading the second volunkResurgence

knew a lot about the CA and made our Wilson John Haire sales.org

lives as paper-sellers difficult. But we did
manage to sell every copy.

16 May, 2014

. . Letters To Editor
If you were a militant organiser o

building sites in conjunction with th France & SanCtionS On RUSSia

CPGByou naturally ended upinmeetings | have just returned yesterday from Hamburg (4th June), where I'd been attending
at what was then the quite impressiye nternational Brigade and German Anti-Fascist commemorations.

Daily Worker building, in Farringdon Among the speakers was Vera Thaelmann, granddaughter of the German CP leader
Road, with its huge neon sign telling the grnst Thaelmann, arrested by the Nazis in March 1933 and, after 11 years in solitary
whole world that this was the home of[a confinement, killed in Buchenwald concentration camp in August 1944.

communist newspaper. Then Desmofd Thaelmann's wife Rosa and daughter Irma (Vera's mother) were inmates of
Greaves would come into the canteen ancRavensbrueck women's concentration camp and survived the War. There is an
spot you. That made him very unhappy. international association of the remaining Ravensbrueck inmates and inmates' familiies,

He once asked me what the fuck | was;, \hich vera T is active. She informed

. . [
doing here and | told him what the fuck|l the Hamburg gathering that there was

was doing here. But he was still unhappy g 5 /enshrueck gathering in Paris last we
atbeing spotted in that building by anoth Mbut, in an extreme interpretation of E
member of the CPGB. sanctions against Russia, visas weg
On that 1960s march from London tp refused not only to those wishing to trav
Birmingham | mentioned in which wg fromRussia, butalso to some from Eastg
carried the Connolly Association banngr Ukraine, including a Ravensbrueck camp
of wishful thinking:"One Country, One| survivor from Mariupol.
People' we were put up overnight up b Manus O'Riordan
CPGB memberswho lived along the route
and by the tweed-clad English Cathollc The Ukraine Crisis
women of Bedford. We were never t
discuss left-politics, even with membefs ~ Mikhail Khodorkovsky was given
of the CPGB. We were to be pure Irigh What amounted to a party politicg
Nationalists. What enraged him even mgrebroadcast during th€oday programme
was the local media on the way with their ©n Radio 4 on 22nd May. Judging by ti
photographs of our ‘column’ with some ¢f extensive and articulate responses, he . _ _
us wearing straw hats as if imitating Fidgl Obviously been sent in advance the qugsagain they ply their trade night and dz

Castro's guerri”a movement. One pa rtions he was to be asked and the intervi E\NN
asked us when would we reach olir wasrecorded afew days earlier. Although

a

PXCOUNTDOWN

reNight and day you face the PSNI,

el only you and them 'neath a darkening
rnwhere they obviously plot

some political mishap.

We think of you night and day.

ky,

Night and day they crow

over this seventeen-hour daily interr
ation show

but from out of your windowless cell

know we are in the ring, hear the bellp

Soonit could ring continually night and day.

DJ-

Night and day they chip away
atyour soul, whichwe share and put on disg
€ You've been down this rocky road bef
hadnd glimpsed Whitehall's well-kept whor

lay.
Dre
Ps,
.

|1,
ells

ight and day where spartan you dwg
buried once as thoroughly as the Book of K|

Moncada BarrackS, Wh|Ch referred | may be WI’Ong, | knOW Of no Othe' but r.ecla.imed f0rthe nation asyou W|” De.
Castro's attack on it in 1953. Most of ts 0ccasion when this type of facilitation For its hide they skin a flea.

were secretly flattered by this but kept jt Was provided by th@odayprogramme | Day and night, night and day.

from Desmond, who walked all the way (Zr;t'éplzlsl\év;vlw.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe- Wilson John Haire,
with us, and then organised an open-ir )- 4 May, 2014
meeting in whatever town we reached apd Eamon Dyas (apologies to Cole Porter)

spoke at it after a 30-mile trek. He could polog
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economic prosperity? Karl Marx was of regardless of these circumstances.
the opinion that private ownership of the  As has been said in last monthish
means of production was a fetter on thePolitical Reviewthe banking crisis cannot
forces of production. Private ownership be reduced to a morality play in which all
Shorts has, of course, not been abolished inthe blame is attributed to evil individuals.
Germany, but it tends not to be owned There were some profound weaknesses in
from individually but collectively. the system, but none of our politicians
the Long Fellow Successful economies such as Germangeem to be interested in this aspect. An
and, more recently, China do not rely on obvious lesson that can be drawn from the
market signals, but on active planning by recent trial is the catastrophic dangers
banks and the State for their investmentposed by Contracts for Difference. These
decisions. are banned in the United States. Why is
there not a demand for their prohibition in
THE AncLo TriaL  this country?
It was predictable that Judge Martin
olan did notimpose a custodial sentence SrimuLus PACKAGE
on Willie McAteer (a former Financial The Long Fellow has never been a
Director) and Pat Whelan (former Director Keynesian. Apart from the dubious
180,000 in Spain of L_ending)_. The charge against them wasgconomics_, the politif:s are not necessarily
H,ow can this t;e explained given that trivial. Se(_:tlon 60 of the Compames‘ Act inthe wor_kn_wg class mtere_st. Keynes was
Germany's median household income (33k.1963. forbids a company _maklng loans to not a socialist; he was a I_|bera_ll. _
euro) is well above Greece (22K) Spammdwlduals buying sharesmfch_atcompany. Recently, on RTE radio'Brivetime
(25K) and Italy (26K)? ' In over 50 years the provision _had not Jack O'Connor,_ the leader of SIPTU,
The answer appéars to be that thebeen used. The persomnAngIg_—lrlsh Bankexpr_essed the view that there should be
statistics do notinclude public wealth, nor who had_the m_ost responsibility for the pay increases as we needed a stimulus to
do they include private wealth that Ca’nnotscheme is D_aV|d Drumm, who_was the the economy. Much to the Union leader's
be traded. For example, a German WorkerChlef I_Execunve at the time. He is now in chagrin, Danny McQoy of IBEC (the
is entitled 'to generous p(’ansionrightswhenthe United States and may not be extraditecemployers' organlsa_tlon) cou_ldn't agree
he retires. whereas workers in Otherbec(_aluse th_e law that was broken has nanore on the question o_f stimulus but
countries |Lnay have to make their own equwalentlnt_hat coun_try, al_thoughthere advpcated tax cuts to give a boost to
provision. A private pension fund has a are laws against manipulating the shareretailers. C_)'C_onnor _countered that there
market vélue but a value cannot be put onP"'¢e: : was no pointin robpmg Petgr to pay I?aul;
the future p’ension rights accorded to Judge Nolan took the opportgnlty t_o meaning that reducing public gxpendlture
German workers under thgay as you go take a few pot sh.ots at th(_a Financial to finance tax cut_swould notstlr_nulate Fhe
system’ Regulator of the yme, Patrick Neary. economy. That is a subtle pomt_, whlch
Ger|.”nan householders in rented Neary, of course, is an easy target, butwill pe lost on people. In the public mind
accommodation have fixity of tenure what should the F|nan|aI Regulator‘sastmulus package means tax cuts.
almostas secure as property owners. The Office have done? Quinn Insurance had Michael Noonan ha}s suggested that
also have long-term rent agreement.s buibeen made vuln_erable by the _gamblmgthere may be tax c_uts in the ngxt budget.
again these cannot be traded andthereforgethOfsean Qw_nn causeq by his purphasBut the problem with _tax cuts is that the
a value cannot be assigned to them OnlyofContractsforDn‘ferencem_AngIo—Insh more people they m_clude the more
40% of German households are O\;vner_Bz_ank'sshares. The Bank_demdgdto complyexpensive they are. It is cheaper to give
occupied whereas the correspondingW'th the rgquest of_the Financial Regul— tax cuts_to higher income earners than the
figures for Greece, Spain and Italy rangeato_r's Office to waive the_guarantee thatpqp_ulatlon as a whgle. Accordmgly, the
from 70 to 80% (Iréland was notincluded Qu!nn Insurance had given for Sean Minister is proposing broa_den_mg the
in the survey) Qw_n_n‘s loans. T_hls made the bank'sstand(_a\rd ra_lte tax bar_1d. _Thls will be of
Germany hz;ls a strong corporate Sectorposmon more perilous. benefltto middle and hlgh income earners,
the per capita value of her capital stock is’ The Bgnk was als:o exposed to Seanbut will be of no help to individuals W|.th
twice that of Spain and yet the averageQumn himself. He, in effecf;owned_" gsalaryofles; than 32,SOQ euroandsingle
financial wealth held by a German almost30%oftheshar_esofthebankl_nthelncome married couples with a salary less
household is only 25% higher. The form ofContractsforlefergnce.I_f_Qumn than 41,800. The Labour Party should
explanation for this is that a large p;ortion was unable to close off his position, the resist such proposals. If there are any t_ax
of German corporate wealth is not held in shargs would have reverted to the CFDcuts they.should pefopussed onincreasing
commodity form. Share values in German providers, many of whom had links to tax credits or widening the lower rate
' Hedge Funds who had a vested interest irband for the Universal Social Charge

corporations do nqt reflectthe total Wealthfthe collapse of the bank's shares. which applies to the first 10,036 euro of a
of these companies because control o \
person's salary.

these corporations is shared with the In the prevailing financial conditions
workers whose representatives have votingn the World at the time, a collapse in the  But there is no point in stimulating the
rights on the Board of these companies.share price could have caused a flight of
So part of the value of the company is deposits in the bank. If Anglo collapsed
vested in the workers, but this value doesthere was a risk that the contagion wouldspending is unsustainable. The Labour
not appearin any household balance sheespread to the other Irish banks.

Could there be a link between the form  But Judge Nolan seems to think that the
that wealth is owned in Germany and herletter of the law should have been observedhe productive forces of the econoney.

PrIVATE VERSUS SociALISED WEALTH
Arecent European Central Bank survey
of European household wealth shows that
the Germans are among the poorest peoplf{I
in Europe! The median German household
reported net worth of just 50,000 euro.
This compared to 100,000 for Greece and

economy if the increase in consumer

movement needs to focus on increasing



Dunmanway, & Reviews

Barry Keane Ifish Political Review
May) says that | misrepresented him by
selective editinga la Peter Hart in my
summing up of his conclusionlihassacre
In West Corkwhen | wrote:

used by Michael O Donoghue in his
Memoirto describe the treatment of his
brother, who served out his time in the
RIC and was not exactly welcomed back
to his home area in Waterford on his
butitwould never be sufficient to convict retirement at the end of the War of Inde-
anyone beyond reasonable doubt. RathefP€ndence. Perhaps O Donoghue felt that
than announce that | had solved the riddlehis own service in the IRA should have
and named six members of the Bandonshed honour on all members of his family,
IRA as the killers... | deliberately hung evenifthey had stayed with the other side.

back from making judgement amdited

"Keane's concluding speculation—on  thereader todecide True | suggest that

the definite side of tentative—is !
of the Anti-Treaty IRA at Bandon were

the most likely scenario is that members

But the War was not really a family affair.
And, because the British refused an orderly
transfer of power in 1919 to the movement

that'there was an unauthorised and il-
legal attempt... to punish and drive out
mostly Protestant unionists... by some
members of the IRA for the murder of
Michael O'Neill”..." (Reviews Irish
Political Review, April 2014).

responsible but | am at pains to ask thethat had won the election, and tried to
reader to make up their own mind..." wreck that movement by force, the will of
the electorate could only be given effect

This | can only see as a kind of literary py strong-willed and capable individuals
coquetting with the issue. And itis given taking matters into their own hands in

_ _ short shrift byHistory Ireland(a much  various|localities. Call théthe arrogance
The alleged misrepresentation lies inimproved publication since its takeover ofunfettered military poweifyou please,

the omission of the word#t seems'from by globalist capitalism, thoughsstill seeing byt without it the democracy would just
the Sentence_IqUOIeUtseemStherewas the world through revisionist b”nkerS). have been tramp|ed on. And it is not
an unauthorisedetc. . Eve Morrison says briskly"He accepts  realistic to expect that the instant the War
I'm not sure that | see the difference that the killings were carried out by the ended no distinction should have been
between saying that he speculated thalocal anti-treaty IRA"(May/June). And  made between those who were on the one
this was the case and saying that it seemedim afraid | can't disagree with her reading side and those who were on the other.
to him that it was the case. "It seems”of the book. It doesn't leave the matter Eyents in real time have momentum. And
means something likdt looks to me}"  open-ended, presenting the reader withof course war had not actually ended in
and in its context in the bookit looks  something to puzzle over. It presents himapril 1922. The Treaty Government was
very mgch to me” An.d I would be.sur- with the case for the prosecution againstmaking war on the Belfast sub-
prised if many of his readers did not Anti-Treatyites. Governmentin the North, and aresumption
understand him as saying that, while there of war in the South was clearly on the
is no direct evidence, the circumstantial At the same time Barry Keane left cards.
evidence is so strong that the practicalhimself open to the charge, by another
assumption should be, until direct evidencestrand of the revisionist Establishment, of  Areviewinthdrish Catholic(6 March)
to the contrary turns up, that the Dunman-plaming the victims by his efforts to find by lan d'Alton, titledThe Arrogance Of
way Killings were done by Anti-Treaty if the victims might have been in contact Unfettered military Powertakes it that
Republicans in revenge for the killing of with the British regime. The internet Keane assertsthatthe Kkillings wéeegely
their acting leader Michael O'Neill, and magazineDublin Review Of Books @ one-off operation by an out-of-control
also with the purpose of driving out published a review by Gerald Murphy, IRA unit". So it seems that only Keane
Protestant unionists. who would have Munster wearing sack- himself thinks that is not what he wrote.
As for misrepresentation by selective cloth and ashes for haVing resisted the DIAIton_SayS it is‘VGrydifﬁCUlttO enter
editing, it would be a futile thing to do in Occupation force by means of irregular into the mindset of West Cork Protestan
this magazine, where a right of reply is warfare. Murphy wonders if Keane's In that dreadful sprlng OT 1922 unless you
guaranteed, and nobody can claim that ittracing of family connectiori$s perhaps ~ were of that community'Undoubtedly it
was refused. Peter Hart's selective editingust another example of people blaming was a dreadful Spring for them.uthe
(approved by Professors Fitzpatrick andthe Protestants for their own Suffering..." d_re_adfu"-less d_ltht lie in a handﬂ_ of
Townshend) was published all over the Murphy commends the book in other killings. It lay in the fact, not believed
world by the Oxford University Press, 'espects, e.g'it does not shy away from possible untilithappened, that their State
which does not operate a right of reply. Naming names of those believed to bewas doing a deal with the Irish which
associated with the massacreand he would recognise them as a governing
Barry Keane also takes issue with details"the character flaws of IRA men power. ) That turn of events was
another sentence in my review"lf  alleged to have been involved: Con traumatic for the Potestats who
rejection of the Treaty is to be held Crowley, for instance, is described as Contln_uedto I|v_e within the culture oftr_le
responsible for a murderous massacre inbeing notorious for quarrelling and colonial collectiveas most of them did.
Dunmanway, a more comprehensive viewbrawling in the post-Truce period...”  But that is not whati'Alton refers to.
of the Treaty situation is required than ~ Keane might object that he didn't ~ Hesaysthere wetBrotestantmemor-
Barry Keane give's actually name Crowley as one of the killers, ies ofthe murders and mayhem perpetrated
He comments: but | don't think Murphy misrepresents against them during the Whiteboy
"I ' make no such claim and this is a MM in taking it that he did so virtually. ~ agitation of the early 1820sdnd itseemed
complete misunderstanding of what my _ _ rea_lson_able to West Cork P_rotestar_wts that
book is about. | advana® motive for Murphy also commends him for using "this might have been starting again"

the massacrel gathered all the available the phraseithe arrogance of unfettered _ o .
evidence and | state that the circumstantialmilitary power"; in connection with local | think this is a case where sleeping

evidence... pointsin a particular direction leaderships of the IRA. The phrase wasdogs might have been let lie. The White-
15
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boys rebelled as best they could against | don't see that his way of putting it the British, and he was caugtapen-
the extortions of a small minority which really contradicts mine. handed"passing a letter to the police.
monopolised power in politics, property,  But|think he tries to have it both ways: | could find nothing in th
military office, and law. Theywere crush- that there was selective assassination of | ¢0'd find nothing in the passage
ed by what it can hardly be denied was Unionists suspected of being active sup-'mhc.ateoI by Note 72 which Keane cited
arrogant, unfettered military power, porters of the British military regime, o his source, or in the pages around i,
decorated with what England thought waswhich was at the same time a move to"""'C) suggeslts thatMeda Ry.an conceded
the kind of law the Irish deserved. drive out Protestants. that the list of'helpful citizens f_ound in
What did the colonial mindsetrecall of  And | had not realised that Meda Ryan the Dunmanway Workhouse did not exist.

those events a century later? Did theynow acknowledges that the list of inform-  Her problem of having seen adocument
remember how they had putthe Whiteboysers, which she said she had seen, does nethich she cannot produce is something |
in their place, and expect that the greatexist. So | looked up the reference givenam familiar with. A very long time ago |
grandsons of the Whiteboys would do aspy Keane for this suggestion: note 72 oncame across a statement in some old book
they had been done by? page 450 of her book on Tom Barry. It or magazine that there were three hedge
Decolonisation is a delicate business.says:"Risteard O'Glaisne to Tom Barry, schools in the townland of Gneeves at the
A million people died in India 25 years 5/8/1949, TB private papers” Then |  startofthe 19th century, butnow I wouldn't
later in a process presided over by Lordtraced this reference endnote to theknow where to start looking for it. And,
Mountbatten—after half-a-century of statement in the text to which it refers— about 50 years ago, | had easy access to
divide and rule politics which Britainfound  which was not a simple thing because ofthe British Newspaper Library, which has
it advantageous to discard at a moment'she way the book is made. That took methe best collection of Irish and British
notice. to page 226, where Meda quotes a lettemewspapers, and spent some weeks reading
In 1922 the colony in the North was from O Glaisne, a West Cork Protestant, them about Irish developments in the first
consolidating itself under Treatyite assault i Tom Barry shortly after Barry's book half of 1922, and about De Valera's inter-
and Britain gave it a free hand to punish,4q published in 1949. national speaking tour in the Anti-Partition
hatives. O Glaisne remarked that the West Cork campaign launched by the 1948 Coalition.
Protestantsnow live happily in the 26 At one meeting, in the British Midlands |
county State thinking and acting think, he was asked if it was his opinion
: constructively; but— thatthe IRA nolonger had a useful political
perpetrators broke an ethical rule of war— i} o _ urpose and should be abolished. He did
that any response must be proportionate”. when these ordinarily quiet, humor- PU'P ot th Hs onimon.  Hi
But proportionate to what? If the context ~ °US: Positive philosophic people think hot say that this was his opinion. His
is the antagonism of colonist and native— about 'The Troubles'... all their ordinary meaning, though minimally expressed,
attitudes forsake them... A brushful of seemedclear enough. There was no proper
and that seems to be where we are at—ten

| reck incidents and ignorant rumours smearedpsiness for the IRA in the 26 Counties
would seemto be amoderdtaal reckon- this part of their minds at that time with & .o the effective repeal of the Treaty in

ing of the ancient conflict between settlers  tar which is quite undefaceable... | have 1938. therefore it was suppressed. He
and natives'(Hart p288), bearinginmind  oftenthoughtto rightwrongimpressions, ’ > Suppr
the Protestant/colonist treatment of have after much mutual invitation would not, as the mostinfluential political
Whiteboy regions succeeded in reducing bigots to silence,leader in the Republic, say that the IRA
' only to find the same old prejudices come would possibly have proper business in
out again six months later..." the North, because that would implicate
Dublin in the internal affairs of the North,
which would be impolitic. So what he did

D'Alton says, of the 10 Dunmanway
killings, "whatever their motivations, the

| am not suggesting that the Dunman-
way killings were such a reckoning, but O Glaisne said he wésot only stimul
those who present them in that light—and ating Irish Protestants to be Irish but also

) N . . was refuse to say that there was no future
Barry Keane does not rule it out—should to be Protestant®. But it seems evident
. : .__for the IRA.

profess wonder at the moderation of it, that for those Protestants Protestantism Atthat time I had no notion that | would
instead of hyping itinto an atrocity which was not a mere set of beliefs about the L .

, ; . ... ever have to write history. | just read the
has left an indelible stain on the charactersupernatural but was bound up with apers for mv own satisfaction and took
of the IRA, or even of the nation. commitmentto a historic/political destiny Eopnotes nge ears later | had drifted

fromwhichit could not easily be separated. . ' Y

. . into politics, the IRA had revived, and
_ _ _ John Chinnery was one of those killed John Bowman bublished a book about
"I didn’t go scrabbling around looking in April 1922. O Glaisne met his brother: P :
for evidence to replace Meda Ryan's list Dev on the North on behalf of the Dublin

of 'helpful citizens' (which by the way tvical of the best of hi neration Establishment, which had been disconcert-
Ms. Ryan concedes does not exist: Ryan, YP'c& O e Dest of IS generation, a oy, the Northern insurrection, in which
2005 450 man of deep, direct piety. Buthe was also S
p. n.72). Instead | found a : - - there was no reference to that significant
; : very happily progressive. He evinced the ™ '™ )
wealth of new evidence to explain why K . in Irish and ke in incident. | knew that things were not as
these men might be targeted..." eenest interest in Irish and spoke in . !
conversation dfour own governments”  Bowman presented them, but | had neither
The way | put it was: —that phrase can always be regarded ashe time nor the opportunity to look over
strikingly significant from an Irish Prot- || those papers again and find Dev's refusal
estant... We must eradicate traditional 4 say something, which was turning out

prejudices... because | think Protestant- .
ism as a spiritual force will have to be to be more relevant than all he had said on

more vigorous if ever in the history of the record.

IF’r?teztantism it is to justify itself in  MedaRyan's failure to present the docu-
reland..."

Barry Keane says:

"As a Protestant he is, | would say,

"it seems to me that, in the absence of
the documents Meda Ryan saw, he tried
to find other evidence that those who
were killed singled themselves out in
some way as being pro-British, either
through coming under suspicionin 1919-

21, or by refusing to contribute to an ment that she saw doesn't mean that she
Anti-Treaty levy in March 1922, but didn't Of John Chinnery, O Glaisne says hedidn't see it. She was clearly shown the
manage to convince himself" was suspected of giving information to document under strict conditions of



confidentiality and her hands are tied. from the disruptive way the 'Treaty' was authority in Ireland. And it was not the
Occurrences like that are not surprising, sprung on the nation. Dail that helped to arm the Provisional
given family sensitivities about alleged  Sinn Fein had set up what appears toGovernment gave it access to the inter-
informants even decades after the event.have been a fairly orderly system of what national arms market.

As far as | know, she doesn't have one might call bourgeois law between

gangs of researchers at her command td919 and 1921. It functioned, and was " Ifish leqitimati he last th
searchforit. The Trinity College operation Widely accepted, despite the British terror, {0 9Ive Irish legitimation to the last three

does seem to have gangs of researcher@nd the British Courts came to be seen ag©a"s of British rule—the three years after
and also to have an inside track with theenemy institutions. It was not what is 't l0St the election. - The Provisional
State apparatus. But | have sufficient usually meant by revolutionary law. Government was in British law a creation
acquaintance with academics in Ireland A number of academic historians have of the British Government, and in that
that they have considerable ability not to in recent times discovered tHate Irish ~ S€NS€ a continuation of it, and it accepted
find what they do not want to find even revolution”was not a revolution at all, responsibility for the conduct of its creator.

An important aspect of the Treaty was

when it is under their noses. meaning in effect that it was nothing like ) )
. the Bolshevik Revolution. There wasno  YWhere did that leave the Republican
social revolution, so what was all the !2W system of 1919-21? Can there be any
| attributed to Barry Keane the view tragitional nonsense aboevolutior? real doubt that it subverted it?

that rejection of the Treaty wésespon- | had very much the traditional idea of _ "€ Setting up of the Provisional
sible for a murderous massacre in Dun \yhat happened from 1916 to 1921. ThatGovernment, in the way that it was set up,
manway” He objects;| make no such g | got it from what was being said threw nationalist Ireland into a condition
claim”. around me. | don't think | read a history ofinternal disorder such as had not existed
| went by his statement: book about Ireland until | was drawn into N 1919-21—and in that sense threw it

"Onething is very clear—these killings politics by Pat Murphy when | was nearly into a revolu:tlon_ary condition. )
were a direct result of the way the War of 30. | had read a great deal about other Michael O'Neillwentto the Hornibrook
Independence ended and the divisionsihings, including revolutions. And | did NOuse as a member of the Republican
that the Treaty causgd vx{ithin 'the IRA. otthink of Ireland as having had a revolu- Police, which was a detachment of the
coonhC:sig;\ea#;tﬁir:g%oS% ﬁ;crl)gw?pggg). tion. It had justwrenched itself apart from '0c@lIRA. When the door was not opened

England. The enemy was external to it, {0 Nim he went in by a window. He was

And on the previous page: with only a military presence within it. shot as an intruder by a British military

And the traditional view of the War of Captain within. Is it likely that that act

"What does seem to be certain is that would have been judged to be murderin a

the killings were carried out by elements Independence was not quite what Barry . -
othe IRA and that they were in reaction Keane was describing: Courtunder the authority of the PrO\'/|3|onaI'
to the death of Michael O'Neill. Itis clear Government four months after the "Treaty

Bandon IRA had either been shot (Mich- .44 Brigade’ driving the British before The system of law under whichitwould
ael O'Neill) or were missing in Dublin at them out of Ireland by f " have been judged to be murder had been
o . . y force" (p50). .
the critical moment when_ it was deC|de_d subverted by the Treaty as a national sys-
to take revenge for O'Neill's death. Itis  t\yas much more a view of handfuls of tem. British jurisdiction was accepted by
significant that respected local stubborn men (I knew some of them) Treatyite Sinn Fein as the medium from
commanders (Connolly in Skibbereen . . .
and Ross in Bantry) were able to maintain managing to survive manhunts_ by_ the which the_ Free State Would_develop. And
control of their areas without apparent British Army over two years and fighting the transition from Republican Govern-
difficulty and order was restored once @ small military engagement now and ment to autonomous Free State Govern-
Tom Hales returned to Bandon" (p199). then, and the populace at large enduringment under the Provisional Government
extreme harassment by the Black Andwas supervised and controlled by Britain,
All'l can understand by this is that the Tans and Auxiliaries. as was Britain's right under the 'Treaty'.
killings were carried out in the context of  The Truce removed the direct pressureTherefore | cannot see the grounds for
the Treaty conflict by the Anti-Treaty ofthe British State apparatus butthe Treatysaying, from a Treatyite viewpoint, that
IRA in Dunmanway, at a moment when restored indirect British pressure in an Capt. Woods was clearly guilty of murder
the top local leaders were away in Dublin extremely damaging way by means of when he defended his home from a break-
trying to negotiate a national compromise; political manipulation, with the threat of a in by a member of the anti-Treaty IRA.
that they were provoked by the killing of return to war in intensified form if things
the acting commander by a British military were in danger of not working out as  Barry Keane says he isincredulous that
man; thatthey were acts of revenge againsBritain intended. | took his book to have been written from
carefully selected targets suspected of a Treatyite viewpoint. It never crossed
collaboration with the enemy; and that, A Provisional Government was set up my mind when reading it that it was
when the regular commander returned, heby Britain to see to the implementation of anything but Treatyite, and | am still at a
stopped them. the 'Treaty'. A small majority of the Dail lost to understand it in any other terms. |
The last point is stated a number of members metas the Parliament of Southerrthink this must be a version of the old
times in the book as far as | recall: the Ireland under the rejected 1920 Act. It problem of atheism—Are you a Catholic
killings stopped when Tom Hales came could be argued that, since the Parliamenbr Protestant atheist?
back, implying that they were done by his of Southern Ireland included a majority of ~ He quotes his view of the Treaty from
Volunteers while he was away. Dail members, the Provisional Govern- the book:
ment was set up by agreement between  what was conceded by the greatest
Barry Keane doesn't like my Cavalier the Dail and Britain. But Britain never empire the world has ever known was
attitude to law in the situation resulting recognised the Dail as the legitimate messy and incomplete but grudgingly
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accepted. Those who believed in the He "failed to temper his language suffi-

republic above all else took up arms cjently to give the pro-Treaty Provisional

againstthe settlementand quickly realised : "
that the Irish people had made up theirGovernment some breathing space...

minds that the settlement would have to (p53). . . )
do for now. As it turned out, the Treaty " fact Churchill repudiated fagree-

was 'a stepping stone' to real freedom, butment between two equal natiorisécause

at the time nobody was certain of this" there was no such agreement. And he was

(p200). certainly under no legal or moral obligation

And he comments: to allow Collins space to step away fr_om
the Treaty for the purpose of conciliating

that this is pro-treaty (or anti-treaty for the Anti-Treatyites. His business was to

that matter) despite the fact that | am acurk? CoIIinls, ensure that_ his signature to
member of Fine Gael. The Dail ratified the "Treaty would bind him, put tiséep-
the Treaty and while you might wish it Ping stonesout of his reach, and direct
were not so, or question the motives of him in the British interest to ensure that
those who ratified it, the fact is it was the political/military force which had
ratified..." brought Britain to the negotiating table

Well, if Barry Keane says he has no wWould be severely damaged as a pre-

"By no stretch could it be suggested

than by driving the overwhelmingly
superior British forces out of the country”.

"Collins used this to support his claim:
“What it was never possible to make the
more extreme of our conferees appreciate
was that we had not beatand never
could hope to beat the British military
forces We had thus far prevented them
from conquering us, but that was the sum
of our achievement”.

"Effectively Collins was pointing out
theinconsistency in Barton's logic. Barton
had willingly signed the Treaty, but later
repudiated it, claiming that he had been
forced by a threat of 'immediate and
terrible' warto sign. This was particularly
robust politics on Collins' part, because
he destroys Barton's credibility by using
his own words against him..." (p48-9).

Barton signed willingly only in the

position on the Treaty, | can only apologise condition of British withdrawal. sense that nobody was holding his hand
for taking his book to be Treatyite, and ~The "Treaty’ as a political event began 4 forcing it to drag the pen along the
move on to discuss what the Treaty was.With the war ultimatumin December 1921 page. He was a Protestant landowner and

) N and culminated with Irishmen killing ne signed onlv under moral blackmail
It was not the piece of writing headed |ishmen in the British interest in July appliegd to him gy Collins on behalf of the

Articles For An Agreement..lt was the 1922 churchill saw the 'Civil War' as a .. . .
. L : Irish people who would suffer if he did not
compulsion on the delegates to sign itghstantial British achievement and heg; n.p P

without the authority of their Government 54 reason to feel satisfied with his work.
—a compulsion which gave effect to the

British refusal to recognise them as dele- Is it imaginable that Lloyd George,
gates of a Government. Itwas the breakingChurchill and Birkenhead did not know
of Sinn Fein by insistence that what the what they were doing when they made the
delegates signed up for under threat oflrish delegates sign their document without
war would only be conceded to Dail mem- consulting their Government, and then
bers who agreed to meet as MPs undereleased itto the world press, with approp-
thee authority of the 1920 Act which the riate propaganda spin, for the Irish Govern-
Dail had rejected. It was the British veto ment to read about in the papers?

on the Election Pact agreed by Treatyites  ym not aware that I questioned the without Government approval but for the
and Anti-Treatyites for the election of motives of the delegates for signing. 'm jnence exerted by Collins on the other
June 1922, and it was by the launching, ong,re most signed because of the threat Ofielegates, and the extreme pressure he
Brlt!sh |n5|s_tence, of Treatyite _Waronthe intensified Imperial war if they did Not ayaried OI”] Barton

Anti-Treatyites before the Dail or Parli- g on the instant, before the train left. '

ame't“t elected in June was allowed toGyiffith let himself be sidetracked into
meet.

The 'Treaty' process was inaugurated
by Collins acting in concert with Lloyd
George. It seems to me that he decided
some days earlier to take the matter into
his own hands and present his Government
with an accomplished fact. Of course all
were equally responsible in an abstract
sense, but political affairs are never
conducted abstractly. Itis pretty clear that
the 'Treaty' would not have been signed

; > : Realistic discussion of whether the
personalrelations and private undertakmgs—,—reaty- was right or wrong should begin
Barry Keane says thatCentral to the ~ Withthe enemy andfeltbound by hisword \yith the discussion of Collins' decision to
Irish agreeing to the Treaty negotiations of honour to a political scoundrel. Others i5xe matters into his own hands and compel
had been the principle that the Treaty Signed because Collins said they should e gthers to follow him and sign without
would be an agreement between two equafthers signed because Collins browbeatyqngyiting their Government even though
nations” (p53). And: them and held them responsible for theihejr instructions were to sign nothing
"Collins was trying to sell the Treaty horrors ththould rain down on the people \yhich the Government had not approved.
on the basis of it being a stepping stone toOf Ireland if they held out. Atthe last Government meeting Griffith

real freedom when Churchill, on April o . hadargued for accepting the British terms.
12th, said "Whatever happens in Ireland,  The following is from Barry Keane's . hadnot. He stayed silent. Then he

however many years of misfortune there longest comment on the Treaty": went to London and acted

may be in Ireland, whatever trouble; the " e s . . .
Tre)r:\ty defines what we think should be As Britishimperialinterestswere best  He denied that he was panicked into
the relations between the two countries. .., served by peace with partitionin Ireland, signing by Lloyd George's threat of
and if a republic is set up in Ireland that e IS what the British conceded...  jmmediate and terrible waiithe document
The frank comments of Michael Col- i :
was not signed instantly. | see no reason

e onete I abouthow the end of the war came 12 101 saned
about, published after his death... agreet© disbelieve him. But then | see no way

oragree to”..." (p53). with the British political analysis contain- Of avoiding the conclusion that, some
ed in the cabinet papers. Ever the politi- time before the melodramatic showdown,
cian, he quoted anti-Treaty Robert he had decided to take the affairs of the
Barton's admission ifthe Republic of |rish state into his own hands, and hustle

Irelandof 21 February 1922 that: *ithad o Goyernment and the Dail along, as he
become plain that it was physically had hustled the delegates '

impossible to secure Ireland's ideal of a
completely isolated Republic otherwise | have often described Collins's act in

Churchill, says Keane, wésepudiat-
ing" the central principle that the Treaty
was an agreement between two equal
nations. What Churchill was telling the
Commons was that Irish independence
was"in the gift of the British parliament"



these terms. | have never met with amaintaining of the greatest possible unity them in 1918 and it governed them. It did
factual refutation of that description. But in Sinn Fein and the IRA, it was necessarynot throw society into chaos with visionary
| have heard Collins's conduct defendedthat the crucial decision should be takenrevolutionary schemes. When the British
on the ground that the Dail Government, within the leadership—the Government— regime tried to generate disorder it
and the Dall itself, were little more than and that the persuasive power of themaintained order.
make-believe—imaginary" is the cur- Government should have been broughtto Then in December 1921 Collins acted
rently fashionable term—that Collins bear on its implementation. in place of the Government of which he
represented the only real element of the That could not be the case when thewas supposed to be a part, and disorder
situation on the Irish side, and that it was crucial decision was taken by Collins, not was the result.
time somebody acted decisively on the only without Government authority but
realities of the situation. against Government instructions, and Disorder in Ireland was of course a
f people read aboutitin propagandareleaseBritish purpose with the Treaty. | assume
of the British Government. it was not Collins's purpose, and that he
T. Ryle Dwyer presents a case for acted as he did because he grossly over-
Collins and against De Valera in ultra- estimated his influence and his ability to
democratic terms, disregarding the facthustle everybody into compliance.
call for a strona man to act independentl that functional democracies—leaving Faced with the accomplished fact of
gm ep " aside the USA and Switzerland, where Collins\s 'Treaty', backed by Britain's
and save something of the reality of things : .
Gthere are very unusual circumstances—worldwide propaganda apparatus, Dev,
from the fantasy espoused by the electe . : L A :
) : are systems of authority subject to period-instead of falling into line, referred the
Government. And | think Collins must . . .
. |tcal approval by the populace through amatter to the Cabinet. When the Cabinet
have seen the matter in these terms to act;_ . . . . . o
. choice of highly organised representative accepted it by a majority of one, he referred
as he did. . ) . . ;
. . . parties, rather thatgovernment by the ittothe Dail. When the Dail accepted it by
An alternative course of action for him X : . o L
: . people'inthe plain meaning of that phrase. a majority of seven, he said it was some-
would have been a showdown with his : ; :
. . thing which could only be decided by the
Government instead of tormenting poor . . . .
. This system is sometimes disparagedelectorate.
Barton. He could have put it to them : : g : .
. as elected dictatorship, butitiswhatexists Dwyer says he kept moving the goal-
forcefully that there was nothing more to ; . : .
as functional democracy. An Irish body posts—or, in the parlance of American

%efgs(l)nuer%:‘hsrgtltjl?nhgr}i??r:?:g)rrrlwin;h:rt] Z?fgraspolitic capable of sustaining a Government football, the"goalline”. And he asks:

and if they continued havering he would against hostile action by the Imperial "Ifthe Cabinethad opposed the Treaty,
have to consider his options. Power came together in 1918 under the  \ould the Dail have been given any more
hegemony of the newly-established Sinn  say than it had with the July proposals?"
Whatwas required on the Irish side was Fein Party. Ithad notexisted before 1918. (Michael Collins And The Civil War
a settlement with Britain which preserved 1he Home Rule electorate did not  P13).
Sinn Fein and the IRA in whatever constitute abody politicinthatsense. The

: Of course it wouldn't! Not in the first
arrangement Britain could be got to agreeHome Rule Party was essentla”y a prOtesEnstance anyway. Representative govern-

to. What was required by the British P2y, aspiring only to be set up in a o oy oo e centre outwards.
interest was the breaking of Sinn Fein anddévolved system under British sovereignty ", July 1921 Dev rejected Lloyd
the IRA and ongoing Whitehall authority. When 7

€ ‘ George's final terms, and when war was

entering Parliament it bound itself by an threatened he dealt with it by saying how
The method adopted by Collins for Oath of Loyalty to the Crown, and refused he would put the matter to the world. The

making a deal was one that maximisedto take part in government even when it Cabinet backed his reiections of the
opposition to the deal he made. He mustheld the balance of power at Westminster roposals. and the mattér was not put to
have been confident that, nevertheless, hend chose which of the British parties Wastphe%ail ’ P
could master the situation, marginalise to govern. In 1915, when the Liberal n re'éctin the Julv terms Dev based
the elements that took the Irish constitu- Government, which it putin power and on himselfjon th?e establighed Irish Constitu-
tional development too much in earnest, which it depended to set it up in devolved tional i InD ber Coll i
and carry the bulk of the IRA with him. governmentin Ireland, threw in the towel lonalposition. In ecember Lolins pre
That is what higle factodeclaration of and formed a Coalition with the Unionist sented h|m_W|th the accomplished fact of
independence in London on DecemberParty, and even Ulster Unionists were 2 substantla_l amendmer_n_ of the estab-
6th required him to do. But it is what he installed in major Government Offices, I|_shed_ ConSt'tUt'On{il |_005|_t|on. The two
failed to do. the Home Rule Party refused GovernmentSltuatlons are not similar in substance.

. Office, though it continued to support the o
| don't know that many people thought Coalition from the backbenches and to By acting independently of the Govern-

the IRA could have defeated the Empire if . L ment in this matter, without having made

the Empire mobilised against it as it had recruit cannonfodder for it in Ireland. the Government understand thatgaccept—
mobilised against the Boers twenty years Sinn Fein was the first Irish national ance of the British offer was a matter of

earlier, and as Lloyd George now threat- political party in the proper meaning of fundamentalimportance to him, onwhich

enedtodo. Britain, despite having becomethat term. It sought an electoral mandatehe was prepared to break the practice of
a democracy in 1918, remained stronglyto govern, it was given the mandate, and itconsensus Cabinet action which had
Imperialist in outlook, and the League of governed. prevailed for three years, he must have
Nations, disembowelled by Britain, was  Edmund Burke, who was not a foolish known that he was forcing a Constitutional

of no consequence. Therefore adeal wouldberson, said that the basic right of a peoplecrisis.

have to be made in which the Dail madewas the right to be governed. The Irish | assume that he was convinced that he
concessions to the Empire. And, for the people gave Sinn Fein amandate to goverrcould carry the bulk of the Sinn Fein Party
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| do not at all deny the possibility o
formal democracy being devoid of the
political reality that is necessary for the
conduct of states in a hostile world, and
that a superficially democratic set-up might
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with him through force of personality, and be the democracy of the situation by virtue the networking of the country with chains
carry the IRA by means of IRB leverage. of having won the vote which disrupted of blockhouses. The Boer War was well
It may be that he believed in the legendthe elected Irish governing system. remembered when | was young and the
that had been spun about him, as ParnelPersistence in that attitude led to war. Butcry, Up the Krujer was often heard.

had believed in the legend of then-  if the Treatyites had lost that vote, there  This did not happen because Collins,
crowned King" But he found that the would still have been war, because thewhen he cracked, broke in the British
reality was very different. The IRA had empire had made no commitmentto abidedirection. It was not widely expected, in
long ceased to be a front on the IRB. Itsby the outcome of the Dail vote, or the view of his actual collaboration with Anti-
most effective sections had not been builtoutcome of a general election vote. It hadTreatyites against the Treaty in the North,
by him. They had built themselves. They said with great emphasis that it would not that—when the breaking point came in
were nobody's creatures. It would havetolerate a republic in Ireland. the South—he would make war on the
required the combined force of a united The Treaty faction formed a State by Republic with British arms. The
Cabinet to persuade the Army as a body tdforce in the course of 1922. The force expectation —or at least the hope—was
accept, or tolerate, whatever concessionsvhich enabled it to overcome the Repub-that, having had a breathing space of many

to Imperial grandeur the Cabinet decidedlicans was supplied from outside. This months in which to build up Irish military
were unavoidable. Collins, by springing developmentwas in processin April 1922. power, he would meet the next British

his accomplished fact on the nation through . o .
. .. The war against Britain was not over in
the Imperial propaganda apparatus split

the Cabinet, split the Dail, and split the April 1922. I_t_was sgspended with a
. . o ..~ strong probability that it would resume.
national electorate in a critical situation.

Then he failed even to hold his IRB toge- Supposing thatthe victims of the Dunman-

therin support of his Treaty. And the Sinn way killings were actlvc_aly loyalto _Bntam,
. : S itcannot be said thatthis fact was irrelevant
Fein Party disappeared in his hands ove

I o
. to current politics because the war had

the next six months. o
ended andthe country was at peace. Britain

In order to gain Republican support, he kept up the threat of war, and the under-
made lavish promises that he was unablestanding was that it would be war by Boer
to keep. The mostreckless of these was aiwWVar methods—the rounding up of entire
undertaking to prevent the establishmentpopulations into concentration camps and
of Northern Ireland by making war on if

ultimatum by stepping onto the first of the
stepping stones, dare the British Prime
Minister to resortto the Boer War methods
which 20 years earlier he had condemned
as'
came, with a strengthened power of
resistance.

'‘barbaric”, and meet the assault, if it

The Dunmanway incident did not

happen in peacetime. It happened during
a Ceasefire.

Brendan Clifford

There was never any possibility of h|s
Northern campaign succeeding. The ofly
effect of defeating contingents of the
Unionist militia, the Specials, was to bri
the regular British Army into action Conspiracy Theories
Whitehall, for its own reasons, let hi
have his war on Northern Ireland (i.e.
Britain) for a couple of months befor It is often argued that facts should not
ordering him to make war on the Ant|- be allowed to get in the way of a good
Treatyites, his allies in the war on the story. | beg to differ. Some Collinses and
North. Somervilles, the subject matter of this
The net effect was that he brought present series, is a good story, where |
Republicans in the Six Counties into the have been concerned with drawing toge-
open to be crushed by the Unionists whenther some little known facts that ought to
the Treaty War started, and that he haddispel certain myths. But | have also
drawn many of the Munster Anti allowed this series to get in the way of an
Treatyites up to Donegal where he roundedeven better story—my series entitléh
them up immediately after changing ta¢k Irish Anti-Fascist Volunteer and Some
and shelling the Four Courts. This, pf Other Soldiers!"Part One was published
course, facilitated the conquest of Munstgr, two years ago, in the May 2012 issue of
which he then had to undertake. Irish Political Reviewand Part Six a year
Thatwas the Treaty. If he had acted psago, inthe May 2013 issue Atthatjuncture
a member of the Cabinet in the first wegk | diverted into other topics. But that
f December, itwould have been something particular series was thereby left hanging
different, whether or not the words on the and incomplete. It cannot be left in that
peace of paper called the 'Treaty' wgrestate, as it has important lessons to teach
different. aboutthe role ddll Déil parties in pardon-
ing and apologising to those who deserted
I don't think it is meaningful to treat f the Irish Army in this country's hour of
disrupted state as being ademocracy, of ageed during World War Two, and | must
democracy being a component of the return to it after completion of this present
disrupted condition of the state. Demp- series. | should, however, not delay any
cracy is a form of State, not a means pyfurther in letting the facts get in the way of
which a state is constructed. "agood storyfromthe very first paragraph
The Treatyite faction declared itself to of that earlier series:

Some Collins's And Somervilles, Part 5

And The Elusive Crossley Tender

"There were, of course, Irish anti-
fascist volunteers in the British armed
forces during the Second World War. In
1964, at the age of 15, | was bequeathed
a mandolin by a dying Second World
War veteran. No it was ndCaptain
Corelli's Mandolin A passing thought:
Was that romantic novel and the film's
fictional character based on a real Italian
officer who had started out as a fascist but
ended up an anti-fascist? Who knows?
My mandolin came from an Irish volun-
teerin Britain's RAF. It was primarily an
expression of heartfelt gratitude to my
mother who constantly visited him in
hospital as cancer was bringing his life to
an end. Butthe giftwas also an expression
of profound admiration and affection for
my father. Regrettably, the son'sresponse
to the mandolin proved unworthy of that
veteran's deep friendship with his parents.
Having finally been successful in putting
my foot down in resistance to any more
compulsory violin lessons, | was damned
if | was going to take up another instru-
ment. A decade later, my mother and |
agreed that it was only appropriate that
the mandolin should be returned to the
war veteran's family, where it would at
least have a more immediate emotional—
even if not an immediate musical—
resonance, and our action was greatly



appreciated." Collins himself, through his sister Mary

o ) Collins-Powell's joint Intelligence opera-
The mandolin in question had belonged tions with Captain Hugh Somerville, who

to the Republican Communist Kevin paqg peen most closely associated with the
Neville, the ex-IRA Curragh campinternee gyitish Secret Service!

who, as aconvinced ant-fascist, had 'signed
out' to volunteer for the RAF in the latter ~ The Holly Boughis published by the
half of World War Two and who later, as Cork Evening Echeach Christmas, and
a Saor Uladh volunteer, would be woundedthe Christmas 2013 issue contained an
in action in the November 1955 attack on article by Editor John Dolan entitled
Rosslea RUC barracks with which the "Collins: The final mysteries; What WAS
Republican Border Campaign com- his route that fateful night in 1922... Do
menced. That was indeed how, two yearswe REALLY know the identity of his killer?
ago, | genuinely remembered' the ultimateAnd what DID happen that killed him?"
1970s fate of Kevin Neville's mandolin. There was one attempt to resolve the mys-
As it happened, due to construction work tery, however imperfectly, of the first
on our home, much of our household question, and another confused attempt to
goods had been placed in storage in 200@enerate a 'conspiratorial' mystery around
and a significant portion did notre-emerge the second question. The Editor, John
until the latter half of last year. And what, Dolan, related:
to my surprise, did | find among them, but "“This year, new twists were added to
the mandolin in question! What was these debates, when Radio na Gaeltachta
missing was a guitar that my father had broadcast a series about the Civil War,
brought me back from the USSR in the Fuinneog Feirste featuring intriguing
1960s, and in which | showed no interest, €W testimony from two men, Manus
O'Riordan and Sean Kelleher. Manus
SO my mgmory vyas 'now corrected to revealed how his mother, Kay, who was
recall thatitwas this guitar my motherhad  from Clonakilty, had a sighting of Collins
asked me to pass on to a family who could  in her home town around 6 pm, about two
not otherwise afford to have a son of theirs

hours before he died. Hers is the only
take up! But if there is any member of
Kevin Neville's family out there who
would now like to have his mandolin, |

sighting of him in Clonakilty on his way
back to Cork and significantly, she said
he had no escort atall. Kay, whose maiden
name was O'Mahony..."

will readily oblige by returning it!
| must stop at this point. My mother's
That anecdote highlights the problems name was Keohane. | had no direct
of oral history, whether through innocent dealings with Dolan himself re this article,
forgetfulness or deliberate evasion, unlessyet it is difficult to comprehend his typo-
further explored for back-up evidence. graphical error here, as twice elsewhere in
This particularly applies to the life and the article the correct surname, Keohane,
death of Michael Collins, a problem is given, including a caption to a photo of
compounded by the conspiratorial charac-my mother which | had supplied. The
ter of Collins himself and his immediate article's by-line adds "Additional report-
circle. It has been further bedevilled by ing: Colette Sheridan", and it was she who
some on the Republican side who, for had interviewed me, and to whom | had
some strange reason, do notwish to accepsupplied a copy of my mother's account,
thatin the Civil War unleashed by Collins "Eyewitness to Collins's Last Exit from
against the Republic, and in the armedClonakilty", first published in the August
engagement which he insisted on fighting 2013 issue ofirish Political Review
out, itwas a perfectly natural outcome thattogether with my own accompanying
he should meet his end from a Republicanarticle from that issue'Some Collinses
bullet on 22nd August 1922. Instead, theyand Somervilles and the Big Fellow's
have resorted to bizarre conspiratorial Death" Butto returnto Dolan's (corrected)
theories that he wdsssassinatedby a  narrative:
British Secret Service agent supposedly
planted among his Free State entourage—
with gossip more often than not pointing
the finger of suspicion at Emmet Dalton
and/or some unknown AN Other—and
the reason advanced for such a'conspiracy'
is that Collins was supposedly about to
make his peace with the Republicans, for
which fantasy there is not a shred of evid-
ence. As | wrote ifrish Political Review
last August, detailing the Free State capture
of Cork from the Republicans, it was

"Kay, whose maiden name was Keo-
hane, was 12 at the time and Manus said:
'My mother was with her father. She
could hardly have been imagining it.

ing him. The sense | make of that is that
the Crossley Tender, with a humber of
Free Staters in it, drove through the

be shot in his own territoryThis under-

lines Collins' over-confidence. Was this
hubris, when mixed with alcohol, further
impairing his judgment? Kay Keohane
was distressed after the death of Collins
and Manus added that a member of the
ambush party, Jim Hurley, was a relative
of her father and a family friend. Hurley
later became bursar of UCC and a GAA
star.'But the interesting about Hurley is
that he made his peace with Collins's
brother, Sean, in 19234dded Manus."
"The other contributor to the radio
series was Bandon-based Sean Kelleher,
whose anti-Treaty father Tom, was inthe
ambush party. Sean said his father also
thought Collins' route was extraordinary.
'It's strange that Collins' group didn't
seem to have any local person that would
have known the way back to Cork gity'
said Sean'That raises suspicions that
there were certain people in the convoy
that weren't known. There could have
been an infiltration by the British Secret
Service in the convoy.' The identity of
the person who shot Collins has long
been pinned on Denis 'Sonny' O'Neill.
However, Sean Kelleher saitNobody
can say for certain. There are a lot of
theories some of which are completely
over the top.Certainly, historians are in
general agreement that O'Neill, a trained
ex-British army marksman and sniper,
born in Goggin, near Bandon, in 1888,
pulled the trigger. He is said to have been
aware he had shot dead a member of
Collins' party, but only learned the identity
of his victim the next morning. Ten years
later, he is aid to have related a full
account to a trusted female friend, Kitty
Teehan. Inthe dangerously emotive days
after Collins' death, O'Neill's associates
believed his life was in peril if he remained
in his native county, so O'Neill moved to
Newport in North Tipperary ... and
became a founding father of Fianna Fail
in the area... The eminent historian and
journalist Tim Pat Coogan says O'Neill
was a devoutly religious man and his
sisters never believed he could be respon-
sible for Collins' death. Certainly, the
evidence that O'Neill fired the fatal shot
is strong. He was the only one using dum-
dum ammunition that day, which would
have caused the gaping wound in Collins'
skull that killed him. O'Neill dumped his
remaining bullets afterwards for fear of
reprisals by Free State troops. which raises
perhaps the most enduring mystery of all
from that day in 1922. What did he do
with the gun that killed Collins? Is it
buried somewhere close to the ambush
site, or did he pass it on to a friend?"

In view of the fact that Emmet Dalton

What puzzled me was that she said therehad saidDrive like hell! and that Collins
was noarmoured car, no Crossley Tenderhad countermanded him in order to
(amilitary vehicle—Doran) accompany- (jiterally!) stand and fight, it is possible to
acknowledge that in his profoundly
egocentric book,The Dark Secret of
fields rather than any road. But Collins Béalnablath—The Michael Collins Story
had enough bravado to say he wouldn't (1991), Father Patrick J. Twohig did make
a valid observation when he wrote:
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"The action was neither battle nor
ambush. The fighting '‘became general'
as the expression.igMy emphasis—
MO'R}. The motor cycle scout, Lieute-
nant Smith... took a squad of soldiers
from the lorry {the Crossley tender—
MO'R} and proceeded up the boreen
from the bridge in the direction of the
firing... Republican Jim Hurley held his
gate pillar position while his companion,
Tom Kelleher, moved back down to the
bend in the boreen in order to prevent the
soldiers advancing on them. As he did so
he was fired on by the machine-gunnerin

the armoured car... Collins and Dalton,
with the two drivers, had vacated the
motor car and were firing from a prone
position on the low fence of the roadway.

The windscreen had been shattered by
what Dalton later described as a burst of

machine-gun fire. More likely it was a
clip from (a Mauser semi-automatic
pistol), Jim Hurley's 'Peter the Painter'..."
(p 159).

Why, in 2013, did Sean Kelleher once

again seek to confuse the issue as to which
side had shot Collins? Was it because, for
some reason best known to himself, his

father, Tom Kelleher, could not bring
himself to behave like Jim Hurley and
accept his Republican co-responsibility

for the death in action of the Free State

Commander -in-Chief, Michael Collins?

God knows, 2013 had already seen enough

confusion surrounding Seéan Kelleher in
his key area of public—and Republican—
responsibility, as Secretary of the Kilmich-
ael-Crossbarry Commemorative Commit-
tee. In theSouthern Staon 22nd August

2013, 'Archon' queried what on earth was

going on:

"Although not quite like the eerie
silence that descended on Kilmichael
minutes after General Tom Barry gave
the order to cease firing, the muteness of
the two organisations involved in
‘enhancing' the ambush site where the
IRA exterminated a company of RIC
Auxiliaries is unnerving. After outrage
was expressed nationally at plans to give
the terrorist Auxiliaries equality of status
withthe IRA Volunteers, and thatareplica
of a Crossley Tender was to be placed on
the ambush site, critics demanded that
the Kilmichael Historical Society and the
Kilmichael-Crossbarry Commemorative
Committee provide clarification of what
was going on. But the only information to
drip into the public domain came from a
very shortinterview in a Cork newspaper
with Sean Kelleher, the secretary of the
Kilmichael- Crossbarry Commemorative
Committee. Mr Kelleher categorically
denied that the Auxiliaries would be
commemorated—'this is not going to
happen'. He added that a replica of a
Crossley Tender would not be included.
'We can understand people's upset when

Tender submitted with the plans’, he said.found in the best and most authoritative
This column has no hesitation in accepting ywork to date on the subject, Meda Ryan's

that Mr Kelleher stated nothing but the
facts, as far he was aware of them. How-
ever, according to the approved planning

1989 bookThe Day Michael Collins Was
Shot Ryan unambiguously established

application (File 13307; Introduction to the following facts:

Proposals Drawing No. L201) specific
reference is made to 'Suitable Commem-
oration for both IRA Volunteers and
Auxiliaries'. In another section, Land-
scape Development Package, a site map
refers to the 'Skeleton of a 1920 Crossley
Tender (metal 2.2m High; Drawing A)".
Clearly some confusion is at play. Hence
the need for a full explanation from the
Kilmichael Historical Society and the
Kilmichael-Crossbarry Commemorative
Committee if for no other reason than
that the approved planning application
indicates something other than what Mr
Kelleher says. Mr Kelleher may well be
correct, and our perplexity might well
result from inaccurate information
relating to the planning application. But,
if that is the case, surely it is incumbent
on both organisations to clear the airin a
transparent and unambiguous fashion?
Conversely, if it is the intention of the
two organisations to include some type
of memorial to the Auxies, as is stated in
the planning application, they should
make a transparent and unambiguous
disclosure of the details relating to the
memorial.... Eminent historian and
author, Peter Beresford Ellis, in aletter to
this newspaper, reminded readers of the
ferocity of the Auxiliaries in West Cork.
He himself remembered elderly people
telling him of the nightmares they suffered
about the sound and the sight of Crossley
Tenders bringing death and destruction
into towns and villages. General Tom
Barry described in his boolGuerrilla
Daysin Ireland, how the lorries had a
special technique. They came speeding
into a village. The Auxiliaries jumped
out, firing shots and ordering all the
inhabitants out of doors. They lined up
men, women, old and young, searching
and interrogating them, stripping the men
naked and beating them mercilessly with
belts and rifles. The Auxiliary reign of
terror sapped the morale of the people
and, indeed, thatofthe IRA. The terrorists
seemed invincible. As Barry says, 'There
could be no further delay in challenging
them ... they (the British) had gone down
in the mire to destroy us and down after
them we had to go." That they did and
with such success that it now seems
bizarre that some people in West Cork
should be considering commemorating
members of a military force that assaulted,
terrorised and murdered their forefathers.
But then, maybe the idea is not bizarre at
all when under the heading of 'Practical
Measures', there is this memorable
recommendation in the planning
application: the ambush site should be a
place that would help 'educate the youth
to continue the folklore"

As for Kelleher's nonsense re Béal-

we saw a photograph of the Crossley nablath, the appropriate riposte can be

"The following account is based on
eye-witness accounts of the aftermath of
the ambush, as given to the author...
Sonny Neill and Dinny Brien came
forward to Jim Kearney and Timmy
Sullivan.'l dropped one man anyway'
said Neill... As Bill Powell, Sonny Neill,
Dinny Brien, Tadhg O'Sullivan, Con
Murphy, John Lordan and a few more sat
down to tea in Bill Murray's kitchen they
began to analyse the events of the day...
Neill, who was seated to Bill Powell's
left, said that at least he h@dopped one
man. And they all agreed thgetting'
one man showed they were still an active
armed force. One enemy was as good as
another to the man with a gun in his
hand... The men in the kitchen had
finished their meal when Sean O'Galvin
came in.Michael Collins was shothe
exclaimed. Bill Powell felt a grip on his
left arm. Immediately one man in the
tension-packed room jumped Ufhere's
another traitor gone!'Neill, Powell,
Murphy, Lordan and Tadhg O'Sullivan
and the other men said nothing... A
silence followed for a few minuteie's
dead, said Sonny Neill'!May the Lord
have mercy on his soul’hen he got up
andwalked into the night... The following
day Sonny Neill and Jim Kearney
conversed! used the wrong bulletsaid
Neill... 'Itwas adumdumKearney knew
what that meant. (These were bullets
used by the Black-and-Tans, which were
picked up by the IRA, ammunition
captured after ambushes during the War
of Independence and retained by the men.)
Neill, who originally had two clips with
five bullets in each, told Kearney he was
going to dump the remainder... Jim
Wolfe, the driver of the armoured car ...
saw Collins a distance in front of the
armoured car when he was hile was
down from us. We had moved up from
him. He was out on the road when he
swung round. | saw him fall rather
awkwardly.' 'Was he with somebody, or
on his own?l asked.He was on his own
atthe time'said Wolfe. A€ollins seems
to have been standing alone when he
was hit{my emphasis—MO'R}, there is
no evidence to show that a close range
Mauser bullet {from his own Free State
side—MO'R} killed him. If he was hit by
a Mauser bullet, it would have created a
small entry wound in his forehead and a
large entry wound in the back of his
head..." (pp 125-129 and 135).

"After the ambush Sonny Neill was
certain that a dumdum bullet from his
Lee-Enfield rifle killed Collins. This was
a long range shot (approximately 185
yards) which was said to have hit Collins
as he turned round. Sonny Neill was the
only man in the Republican party who
claimed to have hit any member of



Collins's convoy... Dr Leo Ahern was Unionist MP for Ross, who was killed in
the first doctor to examine Michael action during the Imperialist War on 5th
Collins's body and pronounce him dead. 5i| 1918, Lewis Clive would win a gold

'The wound was a large gaping wound to L .
the right of the poll. 'I'ghe?e svag no other medal for Britain in rowing at the 1932

wound: he saidThere was no exitwound Olympic Games. More important, he
... only the large entrance wound. There became politically radicalised, and was
was definitely no wound in the forehead.' elected as a Labour Party Councillor for

He stressedit was important for me to  the London Borough of Kensington.
check the wound, and to establish the pyring the Spanish Anti-Fascist War he
cause of death. Therefore the wound was,;, 14 be my father Micheal O'Riordan’s

thoroughly checked, as was the entire .
head area.... In view of Dr Leo Ahern's Company Commander in the 15th Inter-

army experience and also his medical National Brigade's British Battalion.
experience in an army hospital, | asked During the doomed attempt to seize Hill
him what type of bullet did he think had 481 from the Fascists, outside the town of

caused the wound®? must have been a Gandesa, in the course of the battle of the
flat-nosed—a dumdum(expanding  Epro, Clive was killed in action on 1

bullet). The wound was too great, and too
much of the head matter had been blown
off, there wastoo much skull fragment-

August 1938, shortly before my father
was himselfwounded. It, however, became

ation' to have come as a result of a Necessary for me to spell outin detail how
ricochet, he felt... The doctors confirm | knew for certain that Clive had been shot
the cause of the wound and the calibre offrom the front by Fascist fire, in order to

the bullet which killed Collins. Their

scotch a conspiracy theory that he had

evidence corroborates which has emergecheen shot in the back by a fellow Inter-

from my investigation into his death.
Sean Hales {Treatyite commander of the
Free State Army in West Cork—MO'R}
in a statement to Sean McGarry in

national Brigader. In July 2008, one Alan
Warren posted the following entry on the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives

December 1922 {only days before what Forum:

would be an actual assassination, that of
Hales himself—MO'R}, saidThey knew
they had killed an officer of high rank'
The author has a statement made by Tom
Hales {anti-Treatyite commander of the
IRA in West Cork, and present at
Béalnablath—MO'R} to his brother,
Major Sean Hales, dated 22 August 1922:
‘The Column had pulled out of position
and only a few men of a rearguard party
were there when the car came in sight.
They knew they had killed an officer of
very high rank with one of the last shots
fired butthey had noidea who that officer
was.Liam Deasy {the anti-Treatyite IRA
Southern Division GOC, who had planned
the Béalnablath attack on the Free State
Army convoy—MO'R} confirmed:We
knew it was Sonny Neill's bullefDeasy
interview with author 19/9/73)'We
regretted the type of bullet used. These
were picked up after ambushes during
the Tan War' he said. Deasy said that
Sonny Neill personally described the
event to the IRA's Chief Intelligence
Officer, Sean Dowling, when he
journeyed to West Cork in September
1922... All the Republicans who had
assembled in ambush at Béalnablath on
the day Michael Collins was shot,
afterwards knew who shot him... Michael
Collins was shot by the Republican who
said,'l dropped one man'." (pp 138-
140, 145 and 198-199).

Sometimes, in order to scotchirrespon-
sible conspiracy theories, it is necessary
to go into such gory details. | have had a
similar unpleasant experience myself.
Lewis Clive, born in 1910, was the son of
Lt-Col Percy Archer Clive, the Liberal-
Unionist and later Conservative and

"l believe that there is a barrack room
rumour that either David Guest and/or
Lewis Clive might have been shot by
Maurice Ryan's machine gun during the
assaulton Hill481. John Dunlop mentions
the tragedy in his Imperial War Museum
sound archives... Does anyone else have
any further information about this incident
of friendly fire?"

| immediately replied:

"| fail to appreciate that there is any
need to have recourse to anonymous
barrack room rumour and gossip when
outspoken witness statements have long
since been published. To suggest that
Lewis Clive might have been shot by (the
Limerick brigadista) Maurice Ryan may
inject a sensationalist frisson into the
narrative of the battle of the Ebro, but it
is demonstrably untrue. lan MacDougall's
1986 booky oices from the Spanish Civil
War: Personal Recollections of Scottish
Volunteers contains interviews with
Tommy Murray, John Dunlop and Steve
Fullarton, in which all three related the
‘drunken fire by Ryarepisode and his
subsequent execution. These Inter-
national Brigaders, while engaged in a
frontal assault on the enemy, became
aware of also coming under fire from
behind. Nobody was hit by that fire. But
in a conversation | myself had with John
Dunlop in Glasgow in 2003, he further
related to me that, when he and others
subsequently came back to investigate
what on earth lay behind that occurrence,
they found a drunken Maurice Ryan fast
asleep beside his machine gun, together
with the spent belt of his erratic, but
mercifully off-target, fire. The military

justified Ryan's execution by (the
Manchester Irish) British Battalion Com-
mander Sam Wild. And yet Ryan's fellow-
Brigaders, Sam Wild among them, always
included Ryan's name in the roll of honour
of the Battalion's casualties. Why?
Because Ryan had previously given good
military service before he went of the
rails. 'Vino was his downfall'was the
observation of his friend and fellow Irish
Brigader Eugene Downing. Had Ryan
been responsible for even a single
Republican casualty, there is no way his
name would have been tolerated on a roll
of honour. Still less would he have been
remembered with such fondness by some
friends, most notably in the poermp
MR, which English International Brigader
Jim Jump wrote in his memory. The
quote from George Wheeler's memoirs,
To Make the People Smile Agagindeed
sufficient to dispose of any suggestion of
'friendly fire’ being involved in the death
of Lewis Clive. As he recalled, 'Lewis
Clive re-appeared and asked about the
activity on the fascist lines'. George lay
crouched in afiring position just ahead of
Clive when he felt splashes of blood.
Turning, | saw Lewis reel and fall." In
other wordsClive had beenstanding.
{My emphasis—MO'R}. Having had to
turn around to look behind him, George
was a witness to the immediate aftermath
of Clive's death, but not of the instant
itself. But there was a direct witness. A
certain squeamishness has hitherto made
me reluctant to put pen to paper on this
matter. But rather than let legendary red
herrings multiply, historical facts should
now be recorded. Although my Irish Inter-
national Brigade father Michael
O'Riordan had publishe€onnolly
Columnin 1979, and had written
numerous historical articles before and
after, he never wrote a personal account
of his own experiences in battle. Still less
did he ever speak to me during the first 39
years of my own life about the horrors of
war, and the more gruesome incidents
that he himself had lived through, until he
finally did so on November 1, 1988. As
we journeyed by car through the
mountainous battlefields of the Ebro front,
on the occasion of his first return visit to
Catalunya in fifty years, my father
unexpectedly opened up and spoke of his
memories. He recalled being right beside
Lewis Clive as they were under fire from
the fascist lines. When a lull came in the
firing, Clive stood up to get a better view.
My father said that he immediately
thought:'A bad commanderThis was

no reflection on Clive's courageous
character and bravery, but rather a
comment on the recklessness of such
bravery in presenting himself in the open
as such a soft target for the fascists. The
thought had barely formed in my father's
head when Clive was shotin the forehead
and my father hit by his brains."

| do not believe it is too unkind to

discipline required in battle more than describe Michael Collins as a bad Free
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State Army Commander-in-Chief for so commentary, quoting references from her
recklessly standing up, alone and withoutown book, but also elaborating further:

cover, on the road at Béalnablath, thus
making himself not just a sitting, but a
standingtarget. However one regards his
behaviour, Meda Ryan's meticulous foren-
sic examination has clearly established
that he was killed in action by Sonny Neill
(aka Denis'Sonny' O'Neill). She has there-
by debunked all conspiracy theories,
whether of the Free State / Fine Gael
variety —thatCollins the supposed "con-
stitutional democrat" had been targeted
for "assassination" by "anti-democratic"
Republicans, or of the Kellehdfudinneog
FeirsteRepublican variety—that Collins
the supposedRepublican peacemaker"
had been targeted for "assassination” by
the British Secret Service.

It should also be noted that in his
Presidential address to the Sinn Féin Ard
Fheis on 8th February 2014, Gerry Adams
pronounced:The counter-revolutionaries
who succeeded Michael Collins, like their
contemporaries in the North, copper-
fastened Partition and the two conserv-
ative states, whichit createdl’he counter
-revolutionaries who succeeded Michael
Collins?!! What on earth did Adams think
Collins was doing during the Civil War
that he himself had launched against the
Republic?

Does he believe there was a counter-
revolutionary 'conspiracy' targeting
Collins himself? Conspiracy theories not
only result in bad history, but lead to bad
politics as well.

Sean Kelleher may continue believing
that his'British Secret Servicg/arnis'a
good story", but it lies demolished by the
facts as established by Meda Ryan. I,
however, believe that my mother's eye-
witness account of Collins's last exit from
Clonakilty is not only a good story, but
that it also more than 90 percent accurate
in her recollection of the facts. This is not
to deny that there are some facts which
must be allowed to correct her. | myself
have already pointed to the error in her
narrative in telescoping two separate, if
successive evenings, Collins's exit from
Clonakilty and the following evening when
news of his death came back to Clonakilty.
But are there any more? Echoing my
mother, | have been quotedThe Holly
Boughas stating'What puzzled me was
that she said there was no armoured car,
no Crossley Tender accompanying him."
Following correspondence with Meda
Ryan, however, | now believe that the
issue of the two vehicles needs to be
separated. Last December, ina memoran-
dum entitled'Collins: The Final Route"
Meda very kindly sent the following

"Re the article in thelolly Bough that
is a nice photo of your mother. It is
disappointing that they gave her the
incorrect name. With reference to the
article, it is a pity that a new dimension
has been added to the route that Collins
took on that day as he and the convoy
returned to Bandon in the evening. | have
written that the Michael Collins' convoy
was travelling in the morning on the way
towards Clonakilty: (p. 79) 'At the
outskirts of Clonakilty the convoy was
brought abruptly to a halt because the
road was blocked by newly felled trees.'
On p. 76, | wrote 'Some of the {Repub-
lican} men who had travelled from the
Clonakilty area the previous eveningtold
{Liam}Deasy that Republicans had
blocked the main Clonakilty road with
fallen trees. Therefore it was felt that the
convoy might have to turn back sooner
than anticipated." Later in the day
Republicans learned (via Cuman na
mBan) that the convoy had gone on
towards west Cork. The only time that
the convoy did not go 'in convoy' was
when they were 'broken up’ (so to speak)
and were separated for awhile, wasin the
morning which I've written about re
Long's instructions —Newcestown
direction (pp. 68, 69.). Those to whom |
spoke, mentioned this detour, but | never
heard that there was a problem of total
separation in the convoy at any other
time. But even on that occasion the
armoured car followed the touring car
and stopped outside Newcestown Church.
Jim Wolfe driver of the armoured car told
me these were his instructions. In fact |
wrote that travelling into Beal na Blath
later that evening, (p. 93), 'The armoured
Car was travellingour poles behind the
Leyland [touring car] which was the
required distancé'according to Jim
Wolfe. (29/3/1974)"

"As | wrote to you previously (in
September), | feel certain that your mother
was genuine in her recollection. While
the convoy did travel in convoy, there
was often a 'gap' between vehicles. So
perhaps on that occasion returning
through Clonakilty, as happened at other
times, that the first part of the convoy had
gone on, and then your mother's focus,
was on the touring car, as her father had
told her that Michael Collins was one of
the soldiersinthe car. Butthere can be no
reason why the armoured car was not
behind the touring car. There was a
distance that had to be kept. That could
account for your mother not seeing, not
remembering, the other vehicles.
Obviously her focus was on Collins—in
her memory and her recollection of her
father with her on that day. (As | have
written itwas remembered and recollected
in that area a¥he Day Michael Collins
Was Shoj Remembering distances from
childhood can often be deceptive.
Anyhow, | don't know, in this case. But

I'm certain that it was after the touring car
and other vehicles ‘'went up the Convent
Rd., and rounded the corner atthe Convent
Wood' (as your mother described) that
they had to take the detour due to felled
trees etc., as in the morning and return to
the Clonakilty/Bandon road, and proceed
to Bandon. The convoy had to travel
through Clonakilty on the return journey,
just as they had done in the morning,
except in the evening, they did not stop.
See the morning account (p. 80) where
they travelled 'along a narrow baithrin,
familiar to him [Collins], to the town'..."

"The information that | have written
about in that area in my book is Emmet
Dalton's personal interview with me. Also
because | travelled with Jim Wolfe, | got
this route from him. (Both these two men
were military men). Jim Wolfe accom-
panied me on the full journey from
Limerick right through Cork on to Mac-
room and on to Bandon and west Cork
and we returned via the different route
that the convoy took to Cork from Beal
na Blath. It took us almost four days, as |
interviewed himthroughout. I had Timmy
Kelleher, Macroom taxi driver as a
passenger for a full day (from early
morning) until late, and he took me on the
journey that they had travelled from
Macroom to Bandon on that (22 Aug
1922) morning. | interviewed Emmet
Dalton on a few occasions. Now | feel if
there was anything untoward in Collins's
convoy and their movements some one
of them would have told me. Indeed one
of the many other people whom |
interviewed and who were involved
would have told me. That bookhe Day
Michael Collins Was Shetretched from
the early 1970s into 1989— researchand
writing. In the ambush site in particular,
| feel | got to know almost every stone."

"TheHolly Bougharticle also questions
the final shot. | have no doubt aboutit. It
was Sonny O'Neill, of that | am certain.
He admitted it himself at the time as |
have described, when he discussed it
with Jim Kearney and others; then years
later in Nenagh where he made his home.
I've met several people who told me that
he had no problem with sayingit. | gave
a talk in Nenagh a few years ago and
many people mentioned it publicly in
questions afterwards. His sister, whom |
interviewed, told me that Sonny had told
her, shortly afterithappened. Jim Kearney
was with me in her house when |
interviewed her. In my book p. 127, |
write that Sonny O'Neill was seated to
the left of Bill Powell. In the kitchen that
night when word came in that Michael
Collins had been shot: 'Bill Powell felt a
grip on his left arm'. It doesn't really
matter about the name of the person who
shot him—it was an enemy shot from the
National army point of view. It could
have been the other way around. But
suchis history. Nor does it matter where
the gunis now, as the article in tHelly
Bough speculates. No doubt that gun



went on to be used during the continuing
Civil War, and must have ended up like
many more of such guns.”

"Our motor-cyclist scout was about 50 All that, of course, is mere speculation on
yards in front of the Crossley tender, my part, trying to find some sense of
mfguvrvii;Oélgyvgfoitégiﬁﬁ:gi?gﬁﬁael {Eepurpose in a convoy whose behaviour had
armoured car." become increasingly irrational by that late

evening.
Well, it wasn't close behind in Clona-  What is not speculation, however, is
powerful source of witness statements. Kilty. There had t(_) have begnagap,for_mywhatmymothgr_categoricallypronounced
And her interviews with Dalton are as Mother had unhindered sight of Collins she most definitely hadot seen as a
significantly revealing on some political until his touring car disappeared aroundtwelve year old that evening:
the corner of Convent Wood. | accept that

Meda Ryan's unsurpassed research in
interviewing so many participants on both
sides of the Civil War makes her book a

issues as they are on military matters.. 4 ) ! - '
Apart from confirming that Collins was inthe immediate excitement of discussing

not in the process of embarking on anyCoIIins's greeting to her father as they

peace process with the Republicans, wgUrmned back into the house, my mother

also learn that Tom Hales had not lost anycould have been oblivious to an armoured

of his non-sectarian reflexes as an O'Brien-Car Passing at that point. Moreover, there

"lwas told there was a Crossley Tender,
it had been years since | heard that name,
'‘Crossley Tender'. It never had sunk in.
Well, | said if there was, it was nowhere
near his car, as we could see him in the
back of the car as it went up the Convent

ite All-For-Ireland League activist in his
sensitivity regarding North-South rela-
tions. Emmet Dalton related the following:

is a further reason why | accept that the
armoured car, no less than the touring car,
had to stick to the road and go through

Rd., and rounded the corner atthe Convent
Wood."

While my mother might have been

Clonakilty town, judging from how Meda
"On the road to Clonakilty, Collins Ryan had described it: at Béalnablath:
spoke about some of his former friends "\pglfe tried to drive up the narrow ent-

and colleagues who were now 'on the . ; :
rance; soon he discovered that it would be . -
ide' i . o . . back into the house, there was nothing to
other side’. He mentioned Tom Hales impossible to negotiate this rugged track 9

whom he had visited in jail during the . cause any excitement before Collins
Treaty negotiations. Coliins knew that With the heavy vehicle. The armoured car passed by. Anything but. As she described
Hales regretted that the signatories didweighed four and a half tonnes and had ", was'alongside the garden wall
not hold out because he regarded Lloydonly ground clearance of ten incheg' probably picking pennyworth, or jus’t
George 'a_sabluffer‘. Collins told Dalt(_)n 99). Meda had written that on the way dling”. She had often told me ,how as a
thateachtime he metHales, and especiallyhack from Sam's Cross towards Clonakilty g ’
during the discussions on army the Convoy'Went thrOUgh the fle'dS(‘p ten year old, she had been abSOlUtely
reunification, Hales maintained that a 89) but th . ither the touri terrified when either hearing from inside
‘federal Ireland’ would solve the problem. ) but there is no way either the touring the house, or seeing outside it, a Crossley
'He spoke of Tom Hales with affection Ca' Of the armoured car would have gone, o4 by, filled with Tans or Auxies.
tinged with sadness. Their broken through any field. | have been the first to Had any such traumatising vehicle re-
friendship appearedto have affected him.'clarify, based on my mother's testimony, .

. N appeared and passed in front of her, ahead
... It has been alleged that Collins was that Collins's car came through the town [t oo o cp oo id have umped
anxious to get back to Cork on the night jtself, while Meda has since clarified that ' J

caughtup inthe excitement of her parents,
on seeing Collins pass by, not to notice the
armoured car following on as they turned

of 22 August to attend a meeting to make
peace with the anti-Treaty forces.

out of her skin. As Eamon Kelly recalled

the armoured car also followed through
the town, based on hitherto unpublished

However, research shows that thisis mere . ) .
speculation ... Dalton said there was no details of Wolfe's testimony to her. So, of

mention of a peace meeting organised forcourse, | do stand corrected on that pOint.
that night: 'As far as | am aware Collins
had no intention of compromising... |

. > However, that, as faras |am concerned,
don'tthink Lynch, or any of the die-hards

had any intention of agreeing to the was the extent of the convoy .that came
suggestion of unconditional surrender.".... through the streets of the town itself. I am
No documentation exists, nor is there any convinced that the Crossley tender did
indication, that Collins was aboutto make take a short cut through some fields and
peace at the expense of abandoning thdinked up with Collins just outside the

Treaty, of abandoning the Provisional town on the road to Bandon. Would there

government, or of abandoning the

'splendid progress achieved' by his forces"

(pp 79 and 92-93).

have been any logic to that, whether that
logic be sober or impetuous? Meda re-

his own childhood terror:

"At night when we heard the noise of
Crossley tenders coming up Mac's Height
we ducked under the table as my mother's
hand reached up to turn down the wick of
the oil lamp. We crouched in the darkness
as the Tan lorries came near the house
and we held our breath until they had
passed. Then as the sound died away by
the Gap of the Two Sticks we gradually
emerged and my mother turned up the
wick of the oil lamp" The Apprenticep
21).

The controversy concerning the Kil-

counted how on the way into Clonakilty michael memorial is further evidence of
| must accept Jim Wolfe's testimony to thatmorning the convoy, including Collins how such vehicles were viewed. Twohig
Meda Ryan that the armoured car he wad'imself, had spent a good hour trying to also described Crossley tenders as follows:

driving had also gone through Clonakilty clear the road of newly felled trees, before
town, at some point after Collins's touring abandoning the task, with Collins leaving
car, on the way back to Bandon from instructions for other Free State soldiers
Sam's Cross. The distance between thenfo complete the job, addingThere are
would be more problematic. Wolfe told plenty of idle soldiers in the area, we'll

Ryan that at Béalnablath he was travelling"oUt them out to clear thigp 80). Could
"four poles” (that is, 22 yards) behind the Crossley tender have been sent as an

Collins's car"which was the required advance party to see if that job had been
distance” It all sounds very disciplined. completed, in order to try and avoid the
In his first anniversary account for the Need for the whole convoy to yet again

Freeman's Journasn 22nd August 1923 detour via the narrow béithrin by which
Emmet Dalton wrote: they had entered the town that morning?

"Brought over by the Auxiliary Divi-
sion (the 'Auxies’) in the Summer of
1920... they carried a movable hood and
had an open cab... The Auxies changed
the format to the extent of having a large
bench down the centre of the body where
they sat back to back and facing outwards
and always on the ready... It did not
enhance the reputation of Michael Collins
among Republicans to have inherited
them from the British" (p 131).

Collins could even be made jump by
25
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the sound of his own Crossley tender.

a fellow Collins Squad member, but the

Meda Ryan described the departure of theactual room-mate of Charlie Dalton—

convoy from Dublin on 20 August for
Collins's tour of the South:

"Already the men who were to travelin

the Crossley tender waited for the vehicle S
... driven by Captain Conroy... The dis- |f €ver anyone deserved a pension, it was

tinctive sound of the Crossley tender

driven by Captain Conroy startled Collins. became a hopeless drunk, causing Collins

Emmet's brothefHe was a deadly shot",
wrote Charlie Dalton, while Collins's "Spy
in the Castle", David Neligan, hailed him
as'Jimmy Conroy, the one-man column...

he". It is true that during the Truce he

He saluted and made his way towards thesome trans-Atlantic difficulties. And it is

touring car... Lieutenant Smith, the e that, six months after the end of the

motor-cycle scout rider, led the convoy
which set out from Portobello Barracks

at6.15 am. Next was the Crossley tender,

Civil War, Jimmy Conroy was drunk as a
skunk on the night of 14th November

driven by Captain Conroy, with a com- 1923 when he murdered the Jewish civil
plement of twelve menincluding Sergeant servant Ernest Emanuel Kahan, with the
Cooney, Captain Joe Dolan, and CaptainFree State authorities facilitating his
Peter Conlon, and the man in commandevasion of justice. But because Emmet
of the escort, Commandant Sean (Paddy)pajton obscured his role on 22nd August

O'Connell" (pp 45-46).

1922 we can say nothing about Conroy's

Ah, the elusive Captain Conroy! He is

not mentioned at all in most narratives of
Béalnablath, and is referenced on only
two other pages by Meda Ryan, but without
a Christian name. Was he some non-

descript Free State Army intake without

drinking on that day or learn anymore
about how he tore off with the Crossley
tender, partly'through the fields'from
Sam's Cross to the Clonakilty-Bandon
road, by-passing the town of Clonakilty
itself.

any War of Independence background, a Tim Pat Coogan's 1990 bodWijchael

pre-Treaty "Trucileer' or, worse still, one
of the post-Treaty British Army transfers

to Collins's Free Staters? He was nothinghe regarded as character assassination by

of the sort, and yet Emmet Dalton could
not bring himself to give him a name,
other than the depersonalis&Zaptain®.

Collins—A Biographyis the most hagio-
graphical of all. He took umbrage at what

Collins's Civil War Republican foes, who
had charged him with excessive drinking

during the Treaty negotiations, and he
Two members of Collins's assassinationwas even more outraged by similar charges

Squad on the Crossley tender, O'Connelllevelled at Collins by the Neutral IRA

and Dolan, were given their full names leader Sean O'Hegarty. | have no basis for
and their fighting role at Béalnablath disagreeing with Coogan's conclusions in

highlighted. As Meda Ryan related:

"Under the command of Sean O'

Connell, the men in the Crossley tender

opened fire with the Lewis gun. This, Nis native West Cork on last day on earth:

together with the Thompson sub-machine
guns andrifles which the soldiers carried,
were all quickly brought into action...
Joe Dolan who had moved into the
armoured car at Bandon because 'it was
warmer than the open Crossley tender’,
had been sitting inthe back as they headed
towards Béal na Blath. (It was over-
crowded at this stage, according to Jim
Wolfe.) {How come? —-MO'R.} After an
action-filled day Dolan was tired: he
relaxed and dozed; his rifle remained
planted between his knees. At the first
shots he was jerked awake. When the
armoured car halted in response to the
stopping of the Leyland (touring car) he
jumped out and immediately put his rifle
into action" (pp 97 and 102-3).

But why did none of Meda's witnesses

speak of anydeadly shot'being fired by
the driver of the Crossley tender, Captain
Conroy? For Jimmy Conroy was no
novice. He was a veteran of the Jacobs'
factory garrisoninthe 1916 Rising. During
the War of Independence he was not only

"During the course of the day his
presence in the towns he passed through
caused a sensation... There were crowds
and handshakes, food and drink in plenty.
Collins, with his usual generosity, insisted
on buying drink for the escort party...
Collins himself may have had less to
drink than the others, but though there is,
as usual, some conflict of evidence on
this point, a number of accounts say that
the escort was well under the influence
by the time they left Bandon for the last
time. Emmet Dalton, a very heavy drinker
in later life, denied that the party, including
Collins, was drunkllt's a lie', he said.
But with true soldierly bluntness he
privately told members of the crew that

and historian"—MO'R}. Another
account describes a scene in Callinan's
pub in Rosscarbery while Collins was
away... Arow broke out between Dublin
members of the convoy and local troops
when the machine-gunner of the
Slievenamon (armoured car), John
McPeake, took a bottle of whiskey from
a shelf in the pub. McPeake himself later
admitted that there was some drinking on
the trip but firmly denied that it was to
excess... The pub owner took a message
(of warning that there was a Republican
barricade at Béalnablath) and passed it
on to Collins. A first cousin, Captain
Paddy Collins, said his reaction was to
shrug and sayYerra, sure they'd never
attack me.... Collins was back with his
own, away from the intolerable tensions
of Dublin. Forget the war, relax, take a
drink, have a chat and a joke. It was
human but it was not wartime behaviour.
Collins would not have lasted a day had
he been so unguarded during the Black
and Tan period..."

"(At Béalnablath) the armoured car
(driven by Jim Wolfe) moved up and
downtheroad ... while McPeake kept up
a heavy fire from the Vickers machine-
gun. Bullets were clipping the grass all
round (Tom) Kelliher and he reckoned
that had not the gun jammed suddenly he
would have been killed. The jamming
was caused by one of the inexperienced
passengers in the armoured car feeding
the belt awkwardly into the magazine.
The gun should have been manned by
two trained machine-gunners, but in the
disorganisation of the time only one,
McPeake, had been allocated to
accompany the Commander-in- Chief.

thatregard, notleastbecause he expressed The other occupants of the Slievenamon

himself as being at all seurefooted
regarding Collins's triumphalist tour of

were the drivers and two members of the
escort party who had gotinto the armoured
car, because it was warmer than the
Crossley tender which may also have
been overcrowded through taking on extra
passengers during the afternoon. (There
are conflicting reports on this. Liam O
Donnachadhcha told me Collins was
quoted as sayintplasht yiz, don't you
think we have enough trouble as we are'
when six would-be Garda recruits
presented themselves, looking for a lift
on their way to Dublin. Other accounts
say they were Mayo men. Dalton's
account of the last trip does not mention
them at all. I have been reliably informed
that extra passengers, from whatever
county, were present on the return
journey.)" (pp 408-410 and 449).

And, of course, Coogan remained

made a film about his life for RTE that completely oblivious of the fact that the

'‘we were all arseholesBilly Powell,
Captain of the Lissarda Company of the
IRA, said that members of the convoy

Crossley tender driver who had been
merrily inviting all aboard was none other

'were in no shape for fighting. They'd than the Collins Squad man, Jimmy
been on a bit of a spree all day. Mick Conroy. AFree State conspiracy of silence,
Collins stood them drink wherever he indeed!

stopped.{As told to the author by Liam
O Donnachadhcha, whom Coogan
described as "the Collins' family friend

(to be continued)

Manus O'Riordan



are fuzzy areas arounttontributionsto ~ When you know a candidate well, you
the Poor Box;'contributionstoth&arda  may be able to judge whether the candidate

Does Benevolent Fund'too-facile application is really Independent Fianna Fail or Inde-

It of the Probation Act and widespread usependent Fine Gael or Independent Labour
Stack of suspended sentences. etc etc, or whether the candidate is genuine-

Up 5 Allied to these are laxities in the Prison ly and purely an independent-minded

Service whereby a stretch in gaol is candidate without any party allegiances.
somewhat similar to attending a boarding You canindicate preferences by voting
school for crime. Too much association your first preference, second preference,
between prisoners is permitted, for reasonghird preference and so on down to your
of economy. Television is supplied so that umpteenth preference ifthere are umpteen
" prisoners do not riot, | have been told. And candidates on the Ballot Paper.
of course the number of prison cells is far  What you cannot do, and this is why the
too small for the number of prisoners. A system is unsatisfactory, is that you cannot
week or a month in gaol should be a hard,indicate your opposition for a candidate.
sharp shock and discipline should be Imagine avillage in which everyone knows
on their streets before the prosecutingenforced by procedures, such as having a&veryone else an_d they know_vvhich are the
Gardawas back in the Garda Station. Thisplank bed ora_mattress.There should be oneompetent geniuses, the incompetent
was very frustrating for the Gardaf, very cellforegch prisoner, meals should be servecgenu_Jses,thefoollsh persons, the averagely
expensive for the State and very rer’nuner—to eachin the pnsoner'_s c_ell_s, TV orno TV intelligent persons and _the persons with
ative for some lawyers. However some should be used as a disciplinary measure. commonsense. They will also knqw the
months ago some Gardal got a bright idea. Th_e present system does not seem_to bdevious ;mooth talkers and the mildly or
Now the drug dealers are hauled into thewo_rknjg and must be chgnged. Thereis noeven seriously crooke_d persons. Imagine
Garda Station where they are searchedpomt in a Garda z_arrestlng a wrong—d(_)erthe villagers ggther_ed in the village square
Their mobile phones are seized asevidencémless some_pgmshment or deprivationand the election is by show (_Jf hands.
and any money/drugs they have are alscEnsues and it is s_urely not _beyond ourSomeone may shout "Candidate X"
confiscated aStation Bail" The seizure expert!se as a society to design a s_ystensome_one else my shout "No! | want
of their mobile phones severely hampersthat W|II_ worl_< to stam_p out petty crime Candidate Y" Others may shout T'No! We
the dealer's activities because they haveand ant|—sc_JC|aI b_ehav_logr. should vote for my cousin Candidate Z".
now lost all their data regarding their - The_Stanon Bail, while |thgs been shown When everyone knows thgt one_of the
criminal contactsi.e. fellow dealers and of " Dublinto be a gqod solution to the drug candidates—letus say_Cand|date)§|stotaIIy
course their clients. After this occurrence deal(_ar prob!em, is not the long term unacc_eptablg there will be mutterings and
a few times by undercover young GardaI,solutlon. This system has been shownfshoutlng_ur)ul someone says let us vote on
posing as fellow dealers/clients, the drug abroad to be only .too easy to abuse. Anit. "Wh_o is in favour o_f X?Some will put.
dealers give up and move awa),/ from theum‘ourlded _complamt can be made to theup their hands. Certalnly X will put up his
city centre. Hundreds of dealers have bee Garda| agalngt aperson and that person gahgnd_and alsg perhaps.hls father qnd mother,
dealtwith like this and the streets of centralrbe given Station Bail and then have to wait his wife and m—Igws will raise their hands.
Dublin are now safer as a result. That iSfor months and mon_ths to have t_he caseButwhe.n the vmce_askdo we a_cceth?_"
good news for Dublin, its citizens and of come to court qnd in the meantlmg thethere will be a majority of voices saying
course our tourists. Obviously the dealersa.lccus.ed person is unemployed and h|s/he|‘No we don‘t'b}nd_, wh_en e_mske‘tihgw many
will continue to do their nefarious business life ruined bt_acaus_e of the case pendmg.. say no?;a m_ajontywnl raise thewhandstq
elsewhere but the Gardai will follow them A personis entitled to be mnoclentuntll rejgct Cand_ldate X. That is democracy in
and hopefully this scourge will be brought proven guilty but to have that entitlement action. We in Ireland today have a secret
under control. V|.nd.|cated any case must be processedaallot and we shquld have a pox on the
What the dealers were doing was prey_WIthln days and if the person is found BaIIotPaperopposneeachcandldgte'_sna}me
ing on drug users who were attending c)rmnocent there mus_,t be a punishment fqrso astoallowvotersto egpressthewrejt—.:‘ctlon
irying to attend drug rehabilitation clinics the accuser of t_he |r_mocent person. pnulof an unwanted candidate. A candidate
we get to that situation we are living in a should not then be elected where the "No"

provided by the HSEWh.'C.h wererying to basically unjust society. votes exceed the "Yes" votes for a parti-
wean offthe addicts by giving them metha- cular candidate

doneinstead. The clinicsin central Dublin
are not the only clinics, there are clinics in The party system is not itself demo-
the suburbs and that is where the drug The present system of voting in Ireland cratic. This system allows cadres within
dealers are now. The Gardai will have tois most unsatisfactory. The only thing to parties to choose and nominate the
follow the dealers and make life so hot for be said in its favour is that the Ballot Papercandidates to appear before the voting
them that they give it up or get a long gaol identifies whether or not a candidate is apublic onthe Ballot Papers. If we were not
sentence. representative of a Political Party. A rep- so used to this system it would make us
And here we have a crux. The Courts resentative of a Political Party has signedlaugh. Itis quite outrageously undemocra-
are not dealing effectively with matters a Party Pledge to abide by the instructionstic. It does not stack up. It is not allowed
which come before them. Adjournments of the political party for which she/heisan for in the Constitution of Ireland. Are
are granted too easily and the laws are notlection candidate. You are voting for the Political Parties a conspiracy against the
firm enough. It was intended that District Party and for the Party promises. When apeople and against the State? Perhaps not,
Courts were to be courts for Summary candidate on the Ballot Paper is anif they carried out the policies on which
Justice and to deal quickly without delay independent candidate the Ballot Paperthe Parties get elected. But they don't
with crimes. This is not happening. There will not say so—it will statédNon Party. usually. As Sean Lemass, former Taoi-
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GARDAI AND DRuGS

Good news. Hundreds of drug dealers
were operating in streets and lanes in
Dublin's city centre for years and years
almost with impunity. Yes, the dealers
were being arrested and were being
brought before the Courts every day butin
Court they were automatically given balil
with the result that the dealers were back

DemMocRrAcY AND VOTING
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seach said one time:On the day of the

countall election promises are cancelled JEENEISII N DX« o a1 ([ [VI=0s

That is something to meditate on. Anoth system. (Rev. George Clune, D.Ph., FJP.

public person said'the best thing to do is The Medieval Gild Systerthapter X

to vote for the opposition” by either gild or government; and in 1776 Why the Gilds FailecBrowne and Nola
My own opinion is that it makes ndql appeared Smith\/ealth of Nationsthe Limited, Dublin, 943)

sense to vote for a party which has mafjieclassic statement dhissez-faire. The -

major mistakes—economically or sociag Physiocrats propagated the new doctrine;
ly, and it makes no sense to vote for a paffyand it was backed, as we would expect, byBiliography: , ,

. . . . . Ashley, Sir W. J.An Introduction to Englis
which has in the past broken its moft powerful industrial interests, so powerful * "= nomic History and Thearyongmans, Gree|
solemn election promises but it does magethat Turgot, the French Prime Minister, & Co. London. Pt. 1, 1919; Pt. I, 1920. Ashily
great sense to vote. There is usually frsponsored the abolition of the gilds. Even supported Chamberlain's proposals for teiff

. then the Erench le were not pr red reform, and in 1914 helped to draw up the rejgort
acceptable alternative. en the French people were not prepared ¢ ihe Unionist Social Reform Committee Bn
to see the system broughtto an end. Turgot industrial unrest.
THE HISTORY MEN & ANOTHER AMADAN was dlsmlssed, and the gllds were re_PIater, ReV C,SLetterS on Social HIStOl’}The
tablished. However. they were destine Catholic Social Guild. Oxford. 1924.
esta 5 : ’ y q?enard,Georges, Guilalsthe Middle Ageswith an
to survive only a few years longer. introduction by G.D.H. Cole. G. Bell & So

In England, they just died out. But, SLO”dQI’?- 1319-WVh the Guilds D Haulist

. . . omerville, Henr Yy the Guilds Decayegaullsi
although they died, they did not disappear p ess New York. 1938.
utterly. In the country towns an annual Turgot, Anne-Robert-Jacques (1727-1781). Frehch
social function is a relic of the old administrator and economist. A physiocrat, Vo

isation: d in London there are advocated eliminating artificial control over tlle

orgar_usa 1on; a_n - C economy, he wrotBeflections on the Formatig
certain corporations which have convivial and Distribution of Wealttf1766). In 1774, h{
meetings and which maintain libraries, was'appointed Comptrolle_r General. His efforfjto

hools. h ital d oth h thi abolish thecorvee (unpaid forced labour b
tSC ools, hosprtals, Qn other suc Ihgs. peasants) was opposed by the privileged clafses,

They, too, are survivals of the old gild and he was dismissed in 1776.

Repercussions fromthe Irish Preside
dinner with the English Queen at one
her pads—Windsor Castle—are sti
ongoing. | have it on quite good authorit
from two different sources in Universit
College Cork that one-time History ma
John A. Murphy is still reeling from being
neglected by the Government to be ing-
luded on the guest-list. John A. wasp
long-time invitee to garden receptions
the British Ambassador's house in Dubl
and any-time that there was a British wdr-
shipin dock at Cork, he was one of the firjst
to be invited onboard for cocktails and

assorted nibbles with the other local ho-The |I’iSh People LOSG The TrUSt
nobbers. But John A.—alas a gifted Of Labour In Government

wielder of the 'scalpel-in-the-back' in his

dayis yesterday's mandthereisnothingl ~ On May 20, under the heading of "What Labour chiefs are saying in elections build-

more lonesome than being just that. Forup", thelrish Independenteported two previous leaders of the Irish Labour Party as
Diarmaid Ferriter, calledlreland's Mr. | follows:

History" by Phoenix(May 23rd to June

5th 2014), it was an awful kick inthe regr ~ "Minister for Communications Pat Rabbitte said the electorate‘faiiake’ the
to be left out of the royal shindig when He Government in Friday’s local and European electidns2011 we got more than 19
is most definitely Mr. Popular where this percent of the vote, 81 percent of people didn’t vote for us — but we're taking 81 percent
State is concerned with regards to histo[y.of the criticism.’Education Minister Ruairi Quinn on Labour's unfair blame and his
There is Roy Foster—that celebrated Mr. doubts about opinion polld:abour always has a fight on its hands, always. We got one

Revisionism himself sitting at Windso[ in five votes. We never got more than 20 percent, since the foundation of the State. Ant

and no place for Ferriter! The snub wasyet we're expected to fix the country, when other people break it.’
never going to be forgiven. So the media

were informed by the two historymenth@t  The Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) was the ruling party of veteran German
the Queenor her relatives were not entitiedCommunist Walter Ulbricht in the former German Democratic Republic. In June 1953,
to be invited by the Government for the following the uprising of East Berlin workers against the SED Government, Berthold

celebration of 1916. QED. Brecht penned the following poem:
As for Harry Crosbie, a Dublin developt
erin trouble with NAMA, he was pictureg After the rising of June 17
by the samé&hoenixwearing his medal The secretary of the Writers’ Union

—

from the Queen—the Most Exceller
Order of the British Empire. Though sug
a medal (honorary) can only be accept Had lost the Government’s trust,
if the Irish Government of the Republi And that it could be restored
green-lights it—the medal should never Only by redoubled work.

be worn only kept in a little display cas| Would it not have been simpler

which also comes with it. But this doesr If the Government had dissolved the people,
trouble Crosbie because there he is—as And elected another?

bold as brass wearing it on his suit. He
should be hauled over the coals by the |s there an appropriate Brechtian response to the Ulbrichidtanschauungf

State and made return it—but | wouldr|'t Rabbitte and Quinn? A cased#ja vu or, rather, history repeating itself as farce?
hold my breath on that happening.

Michael Stack © Manus O'Riordan

Had leaflets distributed on the Stalinallee
In which one read that the people
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GUILDS continued

"every innovationwas met bydetermin-
ed opposition'how could the gild syste

MoraL FacTors

whole gild structure rested. It is merdlly

All these questions point to the bagic, absurd to attribute the failure of the giffls
although not the exclusive, explanatior] of to material, economic reasori$he real
that can be adduced. If the gilds had beenhe failure of the gilds. The market

so averse to change as Renard statgs, #nlarged, machinery was invented, indus-were less economic than religioud\hd

AS causes were not material, but moral, t

trial units became big, capital was accym-again : the spirit of individualism wag
ulated, the gilds fought with one another, supplanting the medieval sense of solige

have succeeded in surviving so long? Eactjourneymen formed their own organisatigns ity, and this was to be fatal to the gild
gild was granted a monopoly, but to this —these and similar explanations are put{Somerville}.
was attached responsibility. The gilds adforward by economic historians, and &

to recognise their social obligations py other sort is ignored. The material fact
guaranteeing sound material and gpodare analysed and expounded; the m
workmanship, ajust price for the finishpd factors are not noticed—as if the hun
article, and a fair wage to its own workegrs. will had nothing to do with the matter.

But, as time went on, the monopoly was

being availed of for selfish purposes. Apart do with it?

from that, however, if the gilds went fo
sleep, that is, they forgot the commurjity
(provided that they themselves were
comfortable), the question arises : why
did they do so? Did anything compel them
to close their eyes to the needs and rights
of others? If it be replied—and it may pe
replied with much truth—that the gilgls
rolled themselves up for defence purposes,
as a porcupine does, against unfair
competition from outside, especially frgm
industry that had never been under gild
control, or that had left the town for the
express purpose of evading control, the
guestion must be asked : were the gjlds
themselves responsible for driving the¢se
competitors outside the town? Or, were

the competitors themselves at fault? And,
in either case, why did this thing take

place, and why was it allowed by
municipality or by the State?

e

StaTES' ROLE
Again, it is said that the government
intervened and broke up the gild system
The government intervened, but nof| to
end the gild organisation.

"It remained the policy of the govermn-
ment and the town authorities," says
Ashley, "to keep the various occupatigns
under the system of supervision whjch
had been created inthe later middle Ages;
and therefore, as new centres of induptry
grew up, as new occupations made t
appearance in old centres, or as |the
number of men in some petty occupation
grew large enough to attract attentipn,
they were all brought, if possible, witHin
the same organisation.”

If it be urged that in France the govelrn-
ment intervened and granted masters'
certificates, even sold them, then the
guestion must be asked : why did the
government intervene? Was it becaude of

abuses in the gilds? If it was, why did the of dissolution was due solely to mo
abuses arise?Who were responsiblg fordeterioration, to the growth of selfishne
them? Was the gild organisation itsglf, to the weakening and finally the decay
the spirit of brotherhood on which t

apart from its members, at fault?

Leon the meaning of which is perfec

And yet, what could have had more

"The important point to notice, becau
most historians fail to stress it," writ

ny Whataboutthe material, the econonlic,

prsfactors—the enlargement of the marlge

Drathe growth in size of the production-u
anetc.?

These of necessity required a chandg

to the gild system, but this change co

have been effected if the old spirit w4

bs Europe the gild spirit had largef

Somerville very truly, "is that this fat
policy of exclusiveness, the artifici
closing of doors to journeymen, was
due to any material change in t
conditions of production, such as
enlargement of the market; it was d
simply to moral deterioration, to th
growth of selfishness, to the weaken
of the old sense of fellowship. 'Contrg
to the true meaning of the first foundati
of the fellowships and fraternities' is t
phrase used in a complaint against
craft guilds of Norwich in 1543. All th
critics and reformers of the guilds in t
16th century sought the remedy for e
inthe return of the guilds to the observa
of their professed principles. Nobo
believed that a change in econon
conditions had made the guild syst
obsolete."

Again :

"Itis not sentimental moralizing, it is
strictly scientific statement of observ

and verifiable facts to say with M. Saint-

Leon that the foundations of the gu
structure were not the absence

machinery or the localization of the
market : they were justice, kindnegs

respect and obedience among mag
and men."

Tothis he adds a quotations from Sa

"The guild edifice which in the 13t
and 14th centuries recalls to our mir
the Gothic cathedrals whose great dd
and wide naves seemed to call all
faithful, without distinction of rank an
fortune, to prayer and blessings, had b
transformed in the 18th century to
Bastille where a greedy and jeald
oligarchy was entrenched" {Somerville

The exclusiveness which was the s

disappeared; the gilds had lost t
| adaptability; and in the new milieu th
Ot disintegrated. It needs to be added tha
g moral deterioration which had setin wit
e the gilds had also set in outside them

e
ng
ry
bNn
he
the

"The gilds were obviously failing, fro
the 15th century onwards, long befi
there had been any radical changd
economic conditions. Inthe 16th cent
the State was doing the things that
gilds had formerly done and which thig
ought to have continued doing. The gip
failed at their own functions, which thd
had done for centuries, and this is mg
significant than their failure to ada
themselves to new conditions and sugdp
new needs" (Plater, Rev. C., SL&tters|
on Social HistoryThe Catholic Socig
Guild. Oxford. 1924.)

he
ils

nce
Y
hic
bm

a
pd

Itis remarkable that, where the systg
ld jived on, there was no extensive dem

Ttor its suppression, even though abug
were manifest. Even the journeymen
ergi0t want to see the system brought tg
end. Reform, not destruction, was as

nt-asked to abandon the path which they
ly taken'contrary to the true meaning of t
first foundation of the fellowships a
h fraternities'; they were asked to revi
dsthe old fraternalism and observe
orsprinciples which they professed. But th
hewas no revival, no reform. The gilds wg

i hardened in their selfishness.
een

a
S THE PHYSIOCRATS
b In France there was no demand for t

pedtheir stead of free competition until t

al second half of the 18th century. In 1759
5S, French economist put forward, anoif
of mously, free trade as a substitute for co

e .
continued on page 27
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se Still alive. Unfortunately for England ard

for. In Norwich in 1543 the gilds wel

abolition and for a frank acceptancefin
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that mastership be hereditary. Thgsepurchases, etc. The gildsmen felt that
reasons, internal to the gild, impaired theamassing of large fortunes did good
old spirit of harmony and contributed mu¢h nobody, and was in fact injurious. Inde

GUILDS continued

Somerville appears to suggest here,|notto the destruction of the gilds.
that the domestic system could be redon-
ciled with the gild idea, but rather that the JOURNEYMEN's GILDS
position could be saved withoutvery mdch  Another reason, also internal, was
trouble. Ifthatis so, itis correct. When the appearance of journeymen's gilds. So
gilds were faithful to their ideals, they times these gilds were formed to ma
always ensured that the way to masterghipprovision for the religious and social lif
to independent ownership, would be keptof the journeymen, especially those w
open. Inthe domestic system this way Wwaswere working in foreign countries. Fq
closed. them these gilds were a home from ho

It may be remarked in passing that, although, if the journeyman lived with h
whether or not this reconciliation was master, and if the old spirit of fellowsh
possible, there was no justification for the was operative, the master's home and
degradation of the worker which followed craft gild, including the gild hall, shoul

the system has been criticised for
reason that in its effort to preserve
substantial equality in the matters of we§
eit was a brake on energy and ability
e-hindered economic advancement.
ke But wealth did not disrupt the gi
e system. Before it came, the gilds werd
ho decline; and when it came, those who
r it did not abandon the gild organisati
nebut united in gilds of their own. A few (
s the gilds, particularly the goldsmiths, wd
p probably well-to-do from the beginnin
theetin Ireland at least the Goldsmiths'
1 did not decay, but works efficiently ev

on the abandonment in big industry of the have satisfied all reasonable needs.
gild organisation. very commonly these journeymen-gil
were formed in self-defence, to secure

Georces RENARD | wages and fair treatment for their memb
Renard has stated that the Renaissgnceyho now had only a steadily-diminishi

the Reformation, and State Absolutigm prospect of ever becoming masters. T
operated to the detriment of the Gjld s to say, the gilds were being divided i
System. They did; but that is no ultimate two sections, which were rapidly beco
explanation, foritis necessary to ask whating rival classes, the employers and
was their origin and why they arose. They employed—the latter developing into
did not appear without a cause, and {hatpermanentwage-earning class. Thisra
cause was notoperative, apparently, ifthehe question : why did the masters see
heyday of the gilds. exclude the journeymen from mastersh
Amongst the disruptive influences that why did they seek to keep them

operated against the gilds Renard assjgngermanent economic dependence?
first place tothe breakdownintheirinterfal  Could these journeymen's union

organisation. The gild consisted of thlee which sprang up in self-defence,
grades, the apprentice becoming
journeyman when his apprenticeship Wasille gives it as his opinion that they coul
at an end, and the journeyman becon)ing'journeymen'’s unionshe writes:'could

(if he so desired, and he almost invariaply have been reconciled with the gild syst

areconciled with the gild system? Somér-

Buto the present time.
s However, even if wealth did cause
irsystem to collapse, we should havg

rs,answer the question : why was this sdf

g Renard sets down divisions betwd
athe gilds as another internal cause
to disruption.

he
a

"One is sometimes tempted to say"
writes, "that the guild system had
worse enemies than the guilds the
selves, somuch bitterness did the
display in their quarrels and recrimi
ations. Town fought town, and in spite|
the efforts made by the central autho
to unite them they had no idea whate

p?
n

S, themselves."

These quarrels were sometimes

the gilds. But the gilds were never sta

was a brotherhood. The journeyman andindeed they eventually didBut if it was
the apprentice lived with their mastgr. essential to the gild system that the way
They were members of the same domgstiGndustrial independence be kept open

unit; they were one inreligion; they workgd all, clearly these unions could not
together in the same shop; their inter@stseconciled with it.

were very largely identical. But a change
came. They road to mastership was miade WEALTH AND THE GILDS
unnecessarily difficult for the ordinafy Excessive wealth is set down as ong

tojurisdiction, could not have been avoid
toHowever, these disputes were often se
be by arbitration; and anyhow the fact t
they arose at all was proof, not that
gilds were dying, but that the gildsm

fwere very much alive.
0

journeyman, and, in practice, masterghipthe causes which disrupted the gild sys

was reserved more and more for membpergrom within. Excessive wealth, it is trug;

of the masters' families. Masters' spnshas neverbeen agood thing forthe ordi

came to be admitted free without serv|jng man; but is it to be blamed for that? In t
the required apprenticeship or producjng best days of the gilds a persevering ef
the customary masterpiece, whilst hegdvy,was made to preserve a rough equalit
indeed almost impossible, fees wegrethis matter, and especially to secur
demanded of the ordinary journeymen, sufficiency for all; and gildsmen who h

and they were required to produce more than they needed were urged,

expensive, and largely useless, magteroccasionally required, to transfer or

pieces and to provide costly banqugts.bequeath some of their wealth to t
Apprentices had to swear that when fraternity. This rough equality was th
qualified they would not set up on the¢ir purpose of the universal regulations w
own account without the permission |of regard to engrossing, forestalling, f
their masters or of the gild officials. grating, the number of journeymen a
Sometimes it was provided by gild statlite apprentices, the right of lot, commun

m GILDS OPPOSITION TO INNOVATION ?

! Renard also mention%vexatiou

;yregulations"as a cause of disruption.

rt
in
a
d
nd
to
he
e

th There is truth in this indictment; b
- obviously the charge as a whole mus

“ijalse, apart from any positive evide
a

"The gilds were not only jealous
each other," he writes, "but also dev
of economic initiative. This was d
account of the privileges they held.
each one possessed a monopoly,
were inclined to go to sleep in the lit
closed domain which belongedto the

determined opposition."

continued on page 29

of agreeing or combining amondg

EMthey were perpetually being subdividg

especially with regard to the limits of th@§i

Every innovation encountered thdli

d, bitter, and were presumably injuriousffo

e



. but industry remained on a small scdle To that it may be replied, first, that,
GUILDS continued because the guilds existed. The peopl¢ ofthough mechanical power had bee

the M|dd|eAgeS did not share our modern least equa”y Wanting in the old Rom

eagerness for gigantic factories, any mregire. there had been large-scale prog
than we share the Soviet enthusiasm for,. ’
tion there, and, second, that mecha

collectives in place of the Americah .
family farm” (Somerville). power was not yet available when som

of action, movement, Change, progreps, . . the industrial undertakings of the Midd
and the guilds had proved their adapthb- _'Ndustry remained on this scale becayseéages had already become large.
ility throughout. Why did they at lengt the gildsmen deliberately kept the marKet

die and disappear?" small by their system of tolls; and evegn CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL

when the tolls began to disappear, prodhic- - Another explanation of the failure
t|_0h units did not at once begin to grow |n the gilds that has been put forward is t
g >C when the market had grown, grea

Thus writes Mr. H. Somerville iwhy
the Guilds Decayed

Itisindeed true that the gilds had proy . _ .
their adaptability throughout this long . AN |DEAL SYSTEM? concentrations of capital were requitg
period—it is even true that they are doipg It remains to be seen whether, in thefor trade and commerce, gndthatthes
so to-day in so far as they survive and areabsence of due cgntrol, large-scale | orproducer was forced to disappear.
loyal to the ideals of the past—but it fis small-scale production betterconduc;es Fo As to this it is to be observed that 1
necessary to bear in mind that for quit human welfare. Large-scale prqducﬂon . g
good while they were doing so wi to some extent bettgr for the mdu;tr al appearance of the g|lqs, and that this ig
steadily diminishing success. There wa gcentre (where there is a concentration| ofexplanation of t_he disappearance of
fault somewhere, whether in the gilds, workers, wages, ShOpSZ etc.); t.)m whatall-purposes Gild Merchant; but th;
the gildsmen, or both. about the_areas 'Fhat are impoverished gincithough the market, internal and exter

the small industries that are destroyed 3s @ad assumed big proportions by the enf§
L ARGE SCALE PRODUCTION consequence? Qounty Clare was rth VENthe 15th century, the Gild System was i
It has been said that the gilds suited long ago almostindustrially self-sufficienf; a power in England until nearly the end
| - butto-day how many coopers, shoemakgrsthe 17th century (and in France until

small-scale production, but that, when :
| weavers, harness-makers, and tannersniddle of the 18th century).

production became large-scale, they were - . X ;
unable to deal with it and died in a vgin Make @ living between Ennis and Logp  Itis, of course, quite true that expand
attempt. Head, a distance of almost 50 miles?markets did have the effect of increas
There is truth in that statement. Larde- KII<énny, Limerick, and Dublin have the size ofindustrial units; butthe quest
scale production could not be staffed bly a92N€d. but Clare has lost. Not thatremains : how does it appear that fhi

master, one or two journeymen, and a f Weyerythmg was ideal in the days of the increase in size of the industrial unit co

apprentices; the system, as it took sh ipeg"ds.'.lt has been said." writes Ashlev. "that not be reconc_iled with the_gild ide_a‘? 5
historically, could not without modifica} ’ Y, not co-operative ownership possible?

h ; . R X no great institution—such as the Gild Large- letradei Ived
tion deal with the new industrial situatiof. . : ; ge-scaletradeinvolvedaconcen
system—can satisfy every side of hum Ntion of capital; but that did not mean t

But did that mean that the gild could offer  nature; that, while satisfying some, [it . . X

no alternative to the big factory, owned by  necessarily hampers and injures other./arge industrial capital was necessary.
one or more persons who were rot Thus the Gild System was never anidgal@ matter of fact, this accumulation
engaged, as a rule, in the work of prodfic-  System in the sense of meeting all the capital was not necessary until the factg
tion, run by a manager on behalf of the needs of all the men of an epoch.” system was established; and by then

owners, and worked by a large numbef of It is but fair to the Gild System to s g”_d system was b(_acomlng m_orlbuqd
operatives who had no share whatevef inthat it did not try to meet all the wants this is so, the obvious question aris¢
the ownership and had no reasonable hopene world of its day; but it did seek tp WhYWasthe system becoming moribu
that they ever would, each worker doifg produce goods of high quality and to sgll
just one small job and being merely ohethem at a price which allowed a decdnt 'Dowestic Srstem”
cog in the vast wheel of production? wage to the craftsman and was atthe s m% Beforethe coming ofthefactlory Syslq

Butitis not correct to say that the gilfis time fair to the consumer. It did not sedk, 12t Was thédomestic systemn which
flourished in an age when industrial undgr- as the industrialist of to-day does, mayi- "€ craftsman had been reduced to
takings were invariably small. Nobody mum output at a minimum cost; and it djg Status of @ hired worker. Could the g
can say with truth that the building §f not tolerate an undue accumulation |of Principles and this domestic system
Cologne Cathedral was a small undgr-wealth in the hands of any of its membe g.reconciled? That is to say, had the ¢
taking, yet most of it was done during the On the contrary, it sought to keep the rgadSYStem broken down with the adventj
gild era. Before the days of the gilds thereto industrial independence open to all |ts [N€ domestic system? With regard to t
had been large-scale businesses—in {fomembers; it tried to secure a fairly evgn SCMervilie states:
instance, the old Roman Empire,—Qut distribution of wealth: and it mad "Guild principles could very well havg
they disappeared and did not reappea foprovision for those who, through no fadit 26" applied to the domestic syste
centuries. Why was that? of their own, were unable to make proyi-  organised andimbued with the guild spi

For better or worse, the Middle Ag(’S sion for themselves and their depende ts. and had been propeﬂysupported by pul i
favoured small-scale production. It has been said that the gild age was

“Ifthey developed local markets rather one of small businesses for the reason fhat
than larger ones, it was by delibergte yachanical power was wanting, but tht,
choice and not because of €COonomic, b1 mechanical power was harnessed,

backwardness. The guilds did not exjst busi t b ¢ .
because industry was on a small scgle,PUSINESSES at once began 1o grow in sjze.
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Why the Guilds Falled

by Rev. George Clune
that there was evidence of decline in

thing might be said in reference to
animal organism—death being the trium
of a process that began at birth. B
although the gilds were always or ne
always more or less diseased, they las
in great or less vigour for from 500 to 7(
years; and this was a long life.
Here we seek the reason which n
merely contributed to, but was primaril
responsible for, their death.
Economists in general favour the id¢a
that the gilds were admirably suited o Fixep PRINCIPLES
their day, but that, when and because Butif man is free, there is no place f¢
conditions changed, they just witherg¢d determinism; and anyhows there no
and died, as a fish dies when taken ouf ofplace for motives that are not pure
the water. economi® "Given the current political,
ethical, and religious ideasWhy should
"that the economic conditions of the timg, the religious ideas then current ev
the difficulty of communications, and change? If Christ established a Chur

consequently the small market for magst thatwas infallible and that, therefore, cou
commodities, the absence of mechani
aids to production, and the like, rendered, ; ; P
anything but smallindustrial undertakings to-morrow, a change in basic religioy
impossible. As soon as in any industfy . : 1
the amassing of great capital becaeluman perversity. Are we to think th

feasible... the Gild System tended {o Perversity isinevitable? Similarly, ethicg

bh gilds simply shrivelled and died. That s
utsay (we are informed), the system mu

tedhevitability have died; and there is n
0 point in asking whether it was good (

bad. "Like all things that are really
otinevitable, to ask whether or no it wg

inapplicable" {Ashley}.

"It must be noticed", writes Ashleyj

y justifiable is to apply a standard that is

right and what is wrong is wrong inde

ar inevitably have arisen; it must with equg@l the same. The growth in size of industrig

D units involved of necessity achangeint
r gild system of the Middle Ages; but di

that mean that the principles and the ide|
s on which the system and the individu
gilds were based had of necessity to

the gild principles and the gild syste
which was based on them stand and
r together?
The world of to-day {1943} is vastl
y differentin externals from that of the 11
century (when the gilds appeared), a
one can easily realise that a system wh
br was satisfactory then would be unsatisfa
Chory now, even though fundamental hum
d needs have notchanged; butitis necesy

alnot teach one thing to-day and abandof itto bear in mind that the gilds lived on, n

s merely for 50 or a 100, but for six or seve

| long period, they would not, we ma

become amere form. Given small indugf®
rial undertakings; given the curre
political, ethical, and religious ideas, thE
Gild System was inevitable" {Ashley).
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Economic FATALISTS

That is the argument of the econo
fatalists (those who hold that econom)j
evolution moves along some predesting

course and that it cannot be impeded |pr
deflected). Inthe Middle Ages (they argu | ) C/O Shandon St. P.O., Cork

communication between place and plage
was slow and difficult, and, as a coff- ., .

ﬂz issues:
seguence, the market was local and snf
and production was on a small scale. The
gild was an association for mutual benefit
for small producers. But when commur-
ication became easier and the market began
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presume, be entirely unsuitable to o
day—so unsuitable as to be incapable
being adapted.

GiLb ADAPTABILITY !
"Conditions changed enormousl

of Independence {1776}, which happend
to be in the same year as the publicati
of Adam Smith'dVealth of Nationand

Turgot's attempt to abolish the guild
Magna Charta had been granted; serfd
had disappeared; printing had be

the world had been circumnavigate
Northern Europe had become Protesta

to expand, bigger production-units beca Grttps:/www.atholbooks-sales. org

abandoned? This is the real question. [}

Itis easy to point out, as has been dgnenecessary; and when the harnessing| oprinciples cannot change. What is rightfs
ewater, steam, and, finally, electricity,
gilds almost from the beginning; the sameassisted by great concentrations of capifalpendently of the passage of time. Politiggl
n made huge production units possible, thesystems may change, but the purpos

ideas would come about only through hundred years. If they survived and wefe
it found more or less satisfactory during th
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