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The Brexit Stimulus

The future of the North is in the news again. It is put there by event
circumstances—chiefly by the shock effect of Brexit on superficial Anglophiles
were brought to a realisation that their England was a delusion. They are angry a
been deceived—but who was it that deceived them? They did it themselves throu
refusal—or their honest inability—to come to terms with the fact that nationalist Ir|
has achieved substantial existence in the world as a state and that relations betw
are different in kind from personal relations and that professions of friendship b
them can never be more than a diplomatic pretence.

Of War And Famine
aphd Suppressing The Record:
ZQC,)ri]@gday in the life of thelrish Times

h thelvo commemorative events took place
landl Sunday 11th September whttidresses
natetsh of them being delivered by public
weigres of note. This article is focused on
both the how and the why of the handling
ach event by thiish Times—that

; t—styled "paper of record"which
ertises itself a%you are what you
read"—in its edition of the following day,
%o day, September 12th.

into hat Sunday, in Fermoy, Co Cork,
artin Mansergh, a former Minister for
inthe Department of the Taoiseach—
and Advisor to three successive Fianna
Fail Taoisigh: Haughey, Reynolds and
d ahern—gave an oration atthe Liam Lynch
thazgmmemoration, Lynch having been the
Witt-Treaty Chief-of-Staff of the IRA
tréiligd in action towards the close of the
, Gittil War. Mansergh had the following to
say:

War "The cursory trials and summary

erial executions, not to mention the out of
hand executions carried out by Captain

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 4

no means all, Unionist contemporaries.
. Extracts from the papers of Colm O
Trlnlty College and 1916 Lochlainn, an important member of the
Irish Volunteers and later founder of Three
Candle Press, carry an interesting com-
mentary by Shane Mawe. Some posts
even reference Athol or Aubane publica-
tions as authoritative sources, such as
"The Catholic Bulletin's 'Events of Easter
eek"(referencing the definitive study
y Dr. Brian P. Murphy), antbpot the
Difference’ on the attempts by British
Intelligence to print and distribute forged
copies of thelrish Bulletin (the Dail

Nationalism is a recent occurrence in the history of the world. There are grou
saying that England invented it. It remained nationalist, even when it became the
Empire the world had ever seen, and came within a whisker of establishing itself i
dominance.

For about half a century before it launched the Great War it had an idea of its
new, and better, Roman Empire, which was systematically transforming the wo
"Greater Britain". But in practice it remained nationalist state with conquests. It
became Imperial in the authentic sense. And thatis why it could lose its conquest
the two Great Wars that were intended to consolidate them—and still be itself.

After 1945 Britain approved of European countries coming together in a ki
association. That was something that English foreign policy had opposed fo
centuries. But Europe had been made such a mess of by Britain's last World Wal
the ultimate enemy, Communist Russia, in possession of half of it and having
support in the other half—that Churchill gave his blessing to West European Uni
on the strict condition that Britain itself should not be part of it.

Though he had lost most of the Empire through his insistence on continuing t
after 1940 by means of spreading it throughout the world, Churchill still had Im

Having followed developmentsin TCD  The material is often accompanied by
history production since the 1980s the good, interesting commentaries. The
currentwriter is not easily shocked, either sometimes spine-chilling diary of Elsie
for good or ill. For the centenary of the Mahaffy, daughter of the then Provost of
1916 Rising the College produced a Trinity, is introduced by an interesting
website entitle@hanged Utterly: Ireland ~ article about her by Marie Frazee-
andthe Easter Risingvww.tcd.ie/library/  Baldassarre. There are reminiscences 0
1916/). The site has about 52 "posts" eachthe playwright Dennis Johnston, at the
dealing with a different aspect of Easter time just a boy, whose house on Lans-
Week on the basis of material in collectionsdowne Road was taken over by the
held by TCD. Volunteers, or of others, many, though by

continued on page 8



carrying over of the substance of the anti-
Treaty position into the formation of
Fianna Fail would have been seriously
damaged.

Suddenly Irish history is alive again.
The evasive euphemisms no longer serve.
Thee must be some thinking about facts—
a thing which Eoghan Harris thought he
had abolished.
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But now John A Murphy, Emeritus
Professor of Cork University, who stopped

Labour Comment, edited by Pat Maloney: He appeared to have a suppressed
o intellect which told him the two-nationists
Thomas Johnson and the 1916 Rising were describing something that existed
M but he lacked the character that could have
The Refugee Crisis—and the real villains of the piece. Michael Robinson stood the unpopularity that saying it would
{page 29 have incurred.

Foreign Affairs Refuse to Reveal Details of US Military Use of Shannon
Shannonwatch Press Release Shannonwatch Press 31)

In his Irish Timesletter (Sept 5) he
writes that'nationalists should belatedly
accept that there are two nations on the
island of Ireland:' But his own acceptance
of it was way beyontbelatedness”

He berates Gerry Adams &asn un-
compromising separatistjripped by'a
visceral hatred of England'But Adams
gave effect to the two-nations analysis
long ago by enabling the Good Friday
Agreement to come about, and by making
itwork when the ‘constitutional nationalist'
SDLP made a mess of it, while Has-been
Professor Murphy still broods on the

hopes. The European mess to the west of This puts the North back on the political
the Communist states from East Germanyagenda, from which it had been thought to
to Yugoslavia and to the east of the stablebe removed by the combination of
Fascist regimes of Spain and Portugalcommon membership of the EU and the
(which were still performing what Church- Good Friday Agreement. The North voted
ill saw as the progressive mission of to remain in the EU, and the population
Fascism) should unite as an entity in thebalance in the North on the national issue
Cold War. But England should hold to the is now close to parity. Sinn Feinis pressing
unique destiny it conceived for itself in for a triggering of the referendum on
the age of Elizabeth—which was also theunification which the 1998 Agreement
age of the genocidal poet, Edmund provides for. It argues that setting a date
Spen.ser, who is hailed as t_he major Corkfor such a referendum yvould _trigger a sweeping aside of the Stickies by the
poet in an anthology compiled by people debate which would clarify the issues at Provos away back then
who have not yet caught up with Brexit. stake. That is what happened when a date '
was set for the Scottish Independence Acceptance of the two-nations analysis,
The association of West European statesReferendum. whether timely or belatedly, is only
proved to be unexpectedly successful under Negotiation on the Border has been acceptance of a fact that exists. Itis nota
the ideology of Christian Democracy —an made unavoidable. The Fianna Fail leaderpolicy. Itis a fact for policy to cope with..
ideology that baffled the English mind. who has for a number of years been We proposed in 1969 that the Dublin
England had to get into Europe in order toindulging in ignorant and irresponsible Establishmentshould recognise itas afact
stop it. The founders of the EU, who had criticism of Sinn Fein's performance in so that they could establish a medium of
experienced Britain's conduct towards the Stormont devolved government, possible communication with the Ulster
Europe in the two World Wars and in the the suddenly announces that the party wouldProtestant community—which simply
interval between them, locked it out. But, begin contesting elections in the North. would not listen if it was told that it was
when the British returned, agenerationliving And Martin Mansergh, who had been partofacommon Irish nation. The Dublin
in the illusions of United Nations ideology shifting Fianna Fail electorally onto a Establishment, headed by Taoiseach
let it in. And now, having diverted the EU Treatyite basis, delivers the eulogy atLynch and including Professor Murphy,
from the course set for it by its founders, Kilcrumper on Liam Lynch, the ultimate refused. And so there was War.
Britain has decided to withdraw from it in anti-Treaty hold-out, whose mystique was
order to pursue its separate destiny. such that, if he had not been killed, the The Has-been Professor now writes:



"Mr. Adams suggestion of ‘interim an

0
transitional' arrangements are old de Vale PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE
hat. By their very expression they inte

sify suspicion, and ignore the central fag
that what the unionists want is not a speci
position within a united Ireland but 3
guaranteed British position outside it."

Adams' great achievement—which h
brought about in alliance with John Hum
and Charles Haughey—is thatinterim ar
transitional arrangement. To describe t
1998 Agreement as something outer th
interimis comparable to denying the fag
of two national bodies in 1970.

The Unionists have néguaranteed
Britishness'in their political life. They
are rigorously excluded from British
political life. The accepted exclusion
under Whitehall pressure, as a manoeuy
against Sinn Fein in 1920=21, but the
have since embraced it. And Britis
identity within the British state, but
excluded from the vigorous political life
which constitutes the greater part of th
identity, is a curious thing. Itis akind o

wraith preserved nostalgically from the

time when Protestant Ulster actually wg
British, and was recognised as bein
British by the British.

Today Ulster Britishness is seen g
something distinctly odd by the whole
range of British party-politics. And Britain

knows no other kind of politics than partyt

politics. It excluded Northern Ireland
from its party-politics when setting it up
as a subordinate Constitutional entity, fa
an ulterior purpose, in 1921, and therefo
it now finds Ulsterish Britishness alien.

Murphy writes as if the only issue with
regard to the North was Partition. Thi

= —

Appeal In State Papers Case

B Press Release: Historian Barry Keane granted Appeal hearing in long running

Z British spies case against Home Office
e Round5 ofHistorian Barry Keane's long running case against the British state's

anto release a 106 year old file identifyitiRpid informants in Irish Secret Societi@s'
t Ireland and the United States is set for hearing in London on Thursday 29th Sep
2016. The UK Upper Tier Tribunal has agreed to hear an appeal against a split d
by a three person First Tier Tribunal to keep the file secret.
However, as it was a split decision and the minority judgement, which comp
dismissed the Home Office arguments, was so different from the majority that J
Angus Hamilton accepted that the case needed to be appealed. Judge Hamilton,

refusal

tembe
ecisior

letely
ustice
who heé

chaired the original panel, also noted the strong split between the majority
rdninority in the case. He also expressed surprise that Keane had not followed the

Keane had appealed on a point of law: thatin rejecting the appeal the First Tier
had set an impossible requirement instead of a balanced one between his rig
historian and the State's rights to protect its sources of information.

Leave to appeal was granted by Judge Angus Hamilton in September 2015
Upper Tier agreed to hold a hearing of the case in recent weeks.

Itis likely that both sides will appeal to the British High Court if the case goes a
gthem.

g Mr. Keane will be represented by Mr. Brian Leahy and Mr. Cathal Malone &

N

At

D

57947 7501) commencing at 10 am on Thursday 29 September 2016 and expecte
, for one day.

Barry Keane is a Cork History and Geography teacher and author of a number of history

The most recent was '‘Massacre in West Cork' published by Mercier Press in 2014 and he

is collating information on all victims of the War of Independence and Civil War with a vi¢

publication next year. He is also spokesman for the Mardyke residents in their action agd
I'ESB over the 2009 Lee Floods which was appealed last year and is awaiting hearing in
'€Supreme Court.

Editorial Note: Further information on this case can be found inrikk Political
Reviewfor September 2015No Freedom Of Information For British Coloy Barry
5 KeaneandA Day In Courtby Jack Lane (Court Hearing On British Informants)

hearing and it will take place at 7, Rolls Buildings, Fetter Lane, London (Enquiges:

nd the
inority

yverdict in the ruling which stated that the majority decision 'lacked common sense'.

ibunal
hts as

and the
jainst
it the

2d to la

books.
currenth
AVVATe]

inst the
he Irish

journal has been arguing since 1974 th

at

the issue which gave rise to the War andisland solution has been offthe table since  The relevant thing today about that
kept it going was not Partition as such but 1916 but is the key to the 'Irish problem™ pjan is not the duplicity by which Lloyd
the system of communal devolved govern- ~ The article discusses Lloyd George's George made it appear for an instant that
ment, outside the democracy of the state attemptto setup aHome Rule Governmenthe had settled the Irish Question, but that
by which it was enacted. in the immediate aftermath of the Rising the Partition for which it provided did not
Professor Murphy kept silent on the in 1916. O'Brien says that he maden-  include aNorthern Ireland still less one
issue of Two Nations at the time when it siderable progressind made atoutline  excluded from British democracy. It was
required to be spoken about. He still agreementWith Nationalists and Union- g pe Partition with the Counties excluded
keeps silent on the question of what North-ists that it should include Partition. The from Home Rule remaining an integral
ern Ireland is and why it was set up. Theagreement was reachédy virtue of a  part of the life of the British state.
Irish Timeswould not allow the Two fudge aroundwhetherthe exclusion...was | that had been implemented, if his
Nations to be discussed in its pages wherto be temporary or permanent... The pelatedly beloved Redmond had agreed to
it was a relevant issue but is now happy toscheme was ultimately brought down byit, there would not have been the Northern
let Murphy blather on aboutitirrelevantly the English Tories'who did notallowthe Warwhich has so upset Professor Murphy.
Butif he wrote to the IT about the structure fudge to pass. BUConstructive ambiguity Andif,in 1919, the newly democratised
and meaning of Northern Ireland he would was not the plan's weakness, it was whatBritish Parliament had conceded inde-
not be published. made it possible at all..." pendence to the elected Dail, with Partition
Well, it made the plan possible, but butwithout Northern Ireland, there would
Murphy's letter is a reply to an IT made its implementation impossible. have been no IRA. Or, if it had conceded
article by Ronan O'Brien (Aug 30) entitled Home Rule with Partition which was both Free State independence in 1921-2, with
Why Redmond And Adams Have Much Intemporary and permanent could not bePartition but without Northern Ireland,
Common with the sub-headingAn all-  implemented. there would have beenno 28 Year Northern
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War, though there might have been a little

military flurry at the start.

The cause of the War was the internpal

structure of the North outside tHe

democracy of the state. That is what e

asserted continuously, after givirg
Sunningdale the opportunity of proving
us wrong in 1974.

And, when peace was achieved, it was

by the interim and transitional basjc
alteration of the structures of Northefn
Ireland—which remains inherently

unstable and is maintained by expertjse

and not by democratic routine, apd
therefore must lead to something else

Murphy's Two Nations assertion at this

juncture seems to be designed to cut short
discussion on the ending of Partition ngw
that it threatens to become a practigal

issue.
It appears to think that conceding
national status to the Ulster Unionigts

"If 1916 lacked a prior mandate, the
combined Sinn Féin and Volunteer
Movement combined to secure it an
overwhelming and enduring retrospective
mandate in the 1918 General Election,
despite every form of obstruction of
election literature and candidates, many
of whom were imprisoned. The election
result was ignored by the British and by
a good few unsympathetic historians
since, and in 1919 both Sinn Féin and the
Dail were suppressed. Great efforts were
made by both of them to win access to the
peace conference and to gaininternational
recognition or at least a hearing, which
again was an attempt to follow a peaceful
path... The Irish people found themselves
once again on their own, and, if they were
serious about independence, which they
were, they had no choice but to fight
without material outside assistance..."

"Inevitably, as we approach the
centenary of the Treaty split and the civil
war, the rights and wrongs on all sides
will continue to be explored and debated...
and it must never be forgotten that there

next quarter of a century, politics did
succeed in removing the restrictions on
the freedom of the Irish State. Dominion
status was not a success. Irish democracy
was. Republican politics succeeded and
won public support, provided it steered
clear of war.

"Nowadays, there is a broad political,
economic and academic consensus that
wants to write off as failure the first 40 or
50years of independence. | regard that as
very unfair. Such criticism hasllittle regard
to the difficult international environment
of the 1920s and 1930s, not to mention
the war years. Yet comparisons are made
between countries as if normal conditions
prevailed. Solid institutions were estab-
lished, and Irish democracy survived
much better than most... In those times, it
would have been difficult to establish an
initial domestic industrial base without
resort to protection. Ireland in those days
was determined not be a British vassal
state, and there was a certain price to be
paid for that..."

On many another occasion, Mansergh
would have graced the Opinion columns

gives them the right to decide the futurejof
the North, even when they become a
minority. But the Ulster Unionists choge  5rangement, notbased on the democraticﬁf thelrish Times if not on this topic. But
Six Counties as their arena, and chse principle of consent, still less of self- NOW, at least, was he reported? I cannot
political detachment from the democrafic ~ determination, and granted a limited fault the Irish Times Munster corres-
system of the state, believing that their  independence characterized by the Britishpondent, Barry Roche, for not featuring
communal majority would last for ever| as 'Dominion Home Rule'. The British most of the above remarks by Mansergh
They chose their ground and mustabjde Commonwealth of Nations that jn the report he filed that afternoon, and
by their choice. ggggsggs;‘tz géi'mﬁgs tv?/ageo r?e ftrﬁaetwhich is availableon the internet That
Ireland alone was compelled to join, under EPO't Was more than satisfactory in
threat ofimmediate and terribie war:  diSplaying precision as well as integrity
"The problem was that the departing ©nthe partof Roche himself. The following
British had put the onus on the Free Stateis just a little of over one half of Roche's

was arthird party, viz. the departing British
power. The Treaty was a pragmatic

Of War And Famine

continued

Bowen-Colthurst of these parts, were a
travesty of justice... Let us be clear about
it. Organs of Irish Unionist opinion in
1916, like thérish Timeslike theChurch

of Ireland Gazettewere enthusiastic
supporters of the military dictatorship
established under General Maxwell, and
instituted by a supine British Government,
and wanted no early curtailment of martial
law. They wanted revolution put down
once and for all...

"President Michael D. Higgins was
correctwhen he said at Easter that but for
the Rising his office would not exist...
There is one notorious Sunday columnist,
who recently depicted the consequences

of the Rising in terms falling little short
of the vision of the four horsemen of the

apocalypse, death, poverty and a divided

people, as the headline put it. It would

contribute greatly to the openness and

clarity of debate, if commentators of that
ilk would simply state, ifitis their opinion,
that this part of Ireland would be in a
much better condition, if it had remained
part of the United Kingdom, with or
without Home Rule, and that unlike the
freedom of practically every other nation
on earth, Irish freedom in their view was
never worth a single drop of blood."

to enforce the settlement. Conversely, if filed copy:

it were to be overturned in the short term,
this meant civil war or renewed war with
the British. The late Sean MacBride, with
whom | discussed the matter and who
sent me some articles on the subject,
believed the agreed republican constitu-
tion, analogous to the Constitution
promulgated in 1938, was the key, but of
course Churchill and his advisor Curtis
vetoed this. Less constructive was the
collusion between both sides of the Treaty
divide in attacking Northern Ireland,
which only stiffened the Unionist
position..."

"When the female counterpart to
Lawrence of Arabia, Gertrude Bell, in
her excellent Arabic, tried to put the line
toan Iraqi politician in 1920 that complete
independence was what Britain ultimately
wished to give, something certainly not
being promised to Ireland in the middle
of the Tan War, he replied to héxly
lady, "complete independence" is never
given; it is taken:. The disagreement
over the Treaty was really about whether
to bank significant gains or whether to
persevere until the Republic could be
won.

"The civil war dissipated the high hopes
of 'the four glorious years', and
represented a serious setback... Over the

"Delivering the oration at the Liam
Lynch Commemoration at Kilcrumper
in Fermoy where the leading anti-Treaty
commander is buried, former Minister
for State Martin Mansergh echoed
comments made by President Michael D
Higgins at Beal na Blath in Augustwhere
he called for honesty in the commemor-
ations to come. 'Inevitably as we approach
the centenary of the Treaty split and the
civil war, the rights and wrongs on all
sides will continue to be explored and
debated but as the President has
emphasised, it should not be done in an
overly partisan manner or in a spirit of
bitterness or recrimination.' '‘No side had
the monopoly of rightin their actions and
it must never be forgotten that there that
was a third party, viz the departing British
power', said Dr Mansergh who is Vice
Chairman of the Government's Expert
Advisory Group on Commemorations.

"Payingtribute to Lynchwhowaskilled
in a firefight with Free State troops in the
Knockmealdown Mountains in April
1923 in the last days of the Civil War, Dr
Mansergh noted how Lynch had been
influenced in his thought by the events of
Easter Rebellion and the executions of
the 1916 leaders. He noted that while
most people gratefully acknowledge that



the Rising was the catalyst for the process
thatled to Irish independence, there were
still critics who query the necessity or
morality of resorting to force on the Irish
side while never expressing any views on
the British use of force.

"Recalling the cursory trials and sum-
mary executions of the 1916 leaders and
how it was supported by organs of Irish
Unionist opinion at the time including
Thelrish Times Dr Mansergh was critical
of the argument by former Taoiseach,
John Bruton, that Home Rule would have
led to Irish independence... Dr Mansergh
saidin case anyone thought it was because
Irish nationalists were seeking a Republic,
Lloyd George said in the House of Com-
mons that it was not about whether Ireland
was to be a Republic but rather its very
demand for sovereign independence
which could not be permitted. Dr Man-
sergh noted that the late Fine Gael Taoi-
seach, Dr Garret FitzGerald did not share
Mr Bruton's view that Home Rule would
have led toindependence, describing such
a thesis as 'alternative history gone mad'.

"He (Dr Fitzgerald) argued that 'there is
little reason to believe that Britain would
have permitted Ireland to secure

‘live in conditions of extreme or avoidable
hunger', President Michael D Higgins
said yesterday at the national famine
commemoration day. President Higgins
was speaking at the event in Glasnevin
Cemetery, Dublin, which also saw the
unveiling of a new memorial to honour
those who died during the famine. The
mid-19th century Celtic cross was
donated by the Glasnevin Trust, and the
President said it would serve as a
'permanent memorial to and reminder of
those people'. 'This memorial stone will
stand here beside the other important
memorials of this cemetery as atestimony
to our national remembrance of, and grief
for, those who endured so much suffering

where they could finde them, yea, and
one another soone after, insomuch as the
very carcasses they spared not to scrape
out of their graves; and, if they found a
plot of water-cresses or shamrocks, there
they flocked as to feast for the time, yet
not able long to continue therewithall;
that in a short space there were none
almost left, and a most populous and
plentifull countrey suddainley left voyde
of man and beast; yet sure in all that
warre, there perished not many by the
sword, but all by the extremities of famine,
which they themselves had wrought”
(1997 edition, pp 101-102).

Spenseris, of course, revered and much

during an Gorta Mér', he said. Mr Higgins beloved in English literature for his epic
said Glasnevin Cemetery is the 'single poemThe Faerie Queentn A View of the

largest burial ground for the victims of State of Irelanthe poet decided to develop
An Gorta Mér' with many ‘interred in - his arguments in the literary form of a

mass graves, or 'unpurchased graves'
with no headstone to mark their final

dialogue between the characters Eudoxus

resting place'. Mr Higgins laid a wreath _and Irenl_us (Spense_r himself). In their
at the new memorial. as did several iNtroduction, the Editors of the 1997

ambassadors and dignitaries from other€dition, Andrew Hadfield and Willy

countries who were in attendance."

Maley, commented on what the above

passage told us:

Not an ounce of any political under-

independence at least until many decadesstanding of Irish Famine history in this
after the Second World War and by then |rish Timesreport', that was oh so carefully
the financial costs, because of the welfarefeq 1o its readers. No British responsibility!

state, would have been prohibitive'.

Onthefollowing day, Monday, Septem-
ber 12th, from the body of that report filed
by its own Munster Correspondetite
Irish Timesprinted—not a single word!
True, Mansergh, and, indeed, Roche's owl
report, had the 'effrontery' to highlight—

and once again wash—that paper's dirty

1916 linenin public. But, on this occasion,

an 'explanation’ can more readily be found

in what was that paper's overriding
editorial objective for a whole week and
in particular, for that very day.

With all due respect to Mansergh, the

total suppression of his Address in the
print edition was of far less consequence

than how thdrish Timeschose to report

another Address delivered that same

Sunday. Oh, just the little matter of an
Address by the President of Ireland,
Michael D. Higgins, on the occasion of
the National Famine Commemoration in
Dublin's Glasnevin Cemetery, where
22,000 of its victims are buried, and during

the course of that Great Hunger the burial

rate had shot up from 20 to 60 a day.

See www.president.ie/en/media-

library/speeches/recalling-remembering-

and-learning-from-the-great-famine-1 for
the full text of the Higgins address. And
this is how it was reported by thesh
Timeson Monday, September 12th:

"The capacity to anticipate and prevent

the threat of famine exists today, but
almost a billion people are allowed to

And yet an understanding of English
politics and policy has been essential to
any meaningful comprehension of the
history of Irish Famines, culminating in
the 19th century Great Hunger AnView

of the State of Irelandvritten by Edmund
nSpenser in 1598, Famine was actually
advocated as an instrument of English
policy in Ireland, based on Spenser's own
eyewitness experience of Famine in Mun-
ster, while participating in the English
suppression of the Desmond Rebellion of
' 1579-83. Spenser advocated starving the

native Irish into submission:

"The end will bee very short and much
sooner than can be in so great a trouble,
as it seemeth hoped for, although there
should none of them fall by the sword,
nor bee slaine by the souldiour, yet thus
being kept from manurance, and their
cattle from running abroad, by this hard
restraint they would quickly consume
themselves, and devoure one another.
The proofe whereof, | saw sufficiently
exampled in these late warres of
Mounster; for not withstanding that the
same was a most rich and plentifull
countrey, full of corne and cattle, that
you would have thought they should have
been able to stand long, yet ere one yeare
and a halfe they were brought to such
wretchednesse, as that the stony heart
would have rued the same. Out of every
corner of the woods and glynnes they
came creeping forth upon their hands, for
their legges could not beare them; they
looked like anatomies of death, they spake
like ghosts crying out of their graves;
they did eate the dead carrions, happy

"This first section closes with the two
speakers having agreed that the Irish are
so savage and resistant to the spread of
civil order that only the most drastic of
solutions can reform them and transform
their nation... The case is that, in order to
protect civilized values from the attacks
of hostile savages, savage methods will
have to be used... Having separated the
bad people fromthe good land, the second
section then provides Irenius' proposed
solution to this situation... Part of this
process (the final conquest of Ireland and
the surrender of all Irish rebels) will be
the destruction of all fertile land and all
goods and cattle, even those of the Irish
who had already surrendered, in order to
prevent the surviving rebels from using
them for sustenance. Irenius estimates
that the war and the subsequent famine
will take about a year. Peace will be
maintained by the transplantation of many
of those who submitted to different
provinces of Ireland (rebels from Ulster
and Leinster will change places). These
will be given lands run by English
landlords... The logic of Irenius' harsh
proposals is perhaps best illustrated in
his infamous description of the effects of
the Munster famine during the Desmond
Rebellion, an account made all the more
harrowing owing to Irenius' claimto have
been an eye-witness to the conflies(l
saw by proof in Desmonds warresThis
traumatic passage is an important crux...
It provides a key to how Spenser/Irenius
anticipates the final conquest of Ireland
will function when, presumably, the same
process will take place. If this appears too
much for tender stomachs to digest ... the
last sentence reveals that it is the Irish
who are responsible for their own fate ...
that the Irish are akin to the lowest form
of savages intheir resistance to the spread
of English law" (pp xviii-xxi).



In Sean Moylan in His Own Words: His
Memoir of the Irish War of Independence
that Republican military commander in
North Cork wrote:

"The River Blackwater, forming por-
tion of the boundary between Cork and
Kerry, risesin the Kerry Hills a few miles
west of Kingwilliamstown... From
Banteer to Youghal it flows through a
rich and fertile valley, past deep grass-
lands, shadowy woods and rugged
mountainsThe gentle, murderous poet,
Spenser sang of its beauty.” (Aubane
Historical Society, first edition, 2003, pp
109-200. My emphasis—MO'R)

How succinct, and yet how sufficient,
was Moylan's adjectival summing up of
Spenser's character! And he was also cited
in President Higgins's Famine Commem-
oration address:

"It is unfair, | believe, to take the view
of Edmund Spenser, who in 1582 had
suggested the need for a new population
in Ireland, one that would shed its
nativism, and to transpose this view onto
those who were responding to the Great
Irish Famine of the mid-19th century. It
is possible, however, to discern the shades
of such a view in the invocation of the
Famine as an act of Providence. An even
more extreme version of this was invoked
in response to immigrants arriving in
ports in Britain, which suggested that
Providence required that the fleeing Irish
die where the Famine had afflicted them,
in their own areas, rather than migrate as
carriers of disease.

"John Kelly, in what | regard as a
seminal contribution to famine scholar-
ship, wisely suggests in an Afterword
that: 'In The Last Conquest of Ireland
John Mitchel accused Mr. Trevelyan of
creating a special 'typhus poisoning'.
Mitchell should have confined himself to
the truth. It was incriminating enough.' It
is a truth we must respect in all its com-
plexity. We must also be aware of how
the treatment of the Irish Famine changed
as one year succeeded another: the first
identification of the crop failure in 1845
was different to 1846 in terms of policy
response; the rhetoric as to Providence
became a central feature of the discourse
in 1847; and by 1848, in response to the
William Smith O'Brien revolt, we have
cartoons presenting the Irish as ingrates
towards those who are saving them."

"They (the British authorities) made
disastrous calculations, even beyond the
erroneous assumptions of their

economics. They did notaccurately assess

the capacity or the attitude of the Irish

landlord class; they did not take regard of
the absence of acommercial infrastructure
in Ireland, of an adequate distribution

system, or indeed, the obduracy that
existed in some parts of the country at
bringing into existence a Famine Relief

Committee, which, the Treasury insisted,
was an essential condition for relief.

Skibbereen is a striking example in this
regard:

‘Trevelyan had recently called a
Board of Works report on Skibbereen
the "most awful" thing he had read;
still for reasons of policy he was
unwilling to alleviate the town's
misery. Under Treasury guidelines,
only a local relief committee could
distribute government provisions,
and, at presen§kibbereen lacked
a relief committee. Given the
wealth in the community, that was
scandalous. The owner of the town,
Sir William Wrixon-Becher, had
an annual rental income of £10,000
(using the multiplier of 100 and
the $4.80 value of the 1846 pound,
that is the equivalent of almost $5
million ayeartoday); and Stephen
Townsend, a local Protestant
clergyman, had an income of
£8,000 per annum ($4 million a
year today). My emphasis—
MO'R.) Nonetheless, the fact
remained that Skibbereen did not
have a relief committee, and if an
exception were made for Skibbereen,
other towns and localities might
demand exemptions. A run on the
government food supply would
result, and the government food
supply was thin. On December 18,
Trevelyan told Routh that

"principles” must "be kept in view".
"As we gather here, it is appropriate

"It was concluded by British adminis-
trators in the 1840s that the giving of
relief directly to those dying would
constitute a 'moral hazard'... The Great
Hunger between 1845 and 1849 saw
skeletal peasants selling their only
clothing in an attempt to survive. Over a
million died of hunger and related
diseases, and two million fled a country
‘with no hope'. Many who emigrated faced
fresh marginalisation on arrival on foreign
shores. President Higgins asked: 'Is there
not a lesson for all of us, as we are faced
in our own time with the largest number
of displaced people since World War I,
as the Mediterranean becomes, for many,
a marine grave, as European nations fail
to respond to their humanitarian
obligations? Isn't some of the rhetoric
invoked today similar to what in the
worst periods were the opinions of the
LondonTime®™

The Irish Independenbf September
12th, inalsodirectly quoting the President's
sentence that referred to the marine grave
of the Mediterranean, decided to omit the
very next sentence that had gone on to
refer to the LondoTimes On Sunday,
September 11th, inits 2 pm News Bulletin,
RTE TV did indeed show footage of the
President referring to the Londdimes
but by the time of 'News at 6', the footage
had been carefully edited back to excise
that particular sentence. Needless, to say,
itwas not covered at all by thésh Times

And yet there are times when thish
Timescan affect to demonstratively
proclaim something akin to love for the
President."My outspoken presidency:
Fintan O'Toole meets Michael D Higgins"
signalled the masthead on page 1 of its
issue of September 17th, drawing attention
to the President's interview with that
paper's Literary Editor on page 1 of its

that we recognise those who did notshareWeekend Review, with the banner

such views, or the assumptions to which
| have referred earlier. In Connemara

they still speak of the great Quaker James
Hack Tuke and his son, and indeed, there

is a song in Irish in which his name is
mentioned."

Nor did the media report the fact that

immediately after the President's address,

If, in the absence of any further elabor- there was a performanceTie Fields of
ation, the President's reference to Spenserathenry with its evocative lines!For
end-16th century genocidal programme YouU stole Trevelyan's corn, so the young
might be considered by many to be toomight see the mornand "Against the
obscure, what immediately followed in Famine and the Crown, | rebelled, they
his address was all too obvious, in being acut me down"In contrast to the self-
targeted indictment of British culpability styled"paper of record;'it can be said of

for the 19th centur@Gorta Mor (Great

"de paper"pure-and-simple, thérish

Hunger). And, as such, it went totally Examinerthatit, atleast, made the attempt

unreported in the media. Also unreportedto report some of what the President said

headline:

"A HEAD OF STATE UNLIKE
ANY OTHER: Michael D Higgins has
shaped the presidency to conform to his
unigue blend of fiery intellect and down-
to earth social skills. Here he discusses
the poverty of his early life, his outspoken
presidency, his health, his future and the
struggles of the Irish Republic.”

Not for the first time, O'Toole has lost
the plot. He writes of Higgins:

"It is clear that he has carved out for
himself a freedom to speak that goes
beyond what his predecessors enjoyed...
(and he quotes him thu's)am actually
committed to the idea that people can
understand more than people say they
can."

But that had been the problem for the

was how Higgins described the scandal ofof British culpability, in its report on Editor of thelrish Timesfive days prev-

Skibbereen:

September 12th:

iously. That was the real plot, with the



Editor demonstrating thathe mostassured- revolution, but just say what you are inatwo column side-bar of tit-bits—brief
ly did not want people to understand what ~d0ing. Say you are dismissing socialfora, jtems of news that should not be allowed
the President had to say about the Famine. gglcije?/céctlﬁ:echtrifgr?gigs/ist'h?eagagggigotgrm distract from the full length spread—
And so it W?S that_ the most ne_wswo_rthy understand anything complicated. That over six columns—of what was top of the
|tem_|nthe0_Toolelnterwew, wh|gh E_dltor view is around, it's in print. | take quite Ins_h Tlmes_ aggnd_q for that day. Indeed,
Kevin O'Sullivan felt should be highlight- the opposite view... Equally, after the beingthethirdtit-bitinthe side-bar-headed
ed on page 1 of the paper's main sectionon great wars in Europe, people said people"Briefs", the Famine commemoration item
September 17th, was$President 'very couldn't come and live in hovels. We was placed underneath two other slight
worried about future of Europe™ have to take a responsibility for public djstractions of "Home News" namely,
housing. Equally, itwas said itwaswrong i driver stabbed after picking up two
. . that only the children of the rich have . g .

But there was another Presidential : ., menin Swords'and'Son of former loyalist
. . . access to education. These are not wild, . W
!nterwgwal_so published on Septemberl?th, Bolshevik values. They're values for leader Adair found dead
in the rivallrish Independentf the Literary decent living"."

Editor of "the paper of recordtould only ' The better-than-modrish Examiner
. " i i report, of what it recognised to be a day of
wax lyrically in the abstract about what When it came to the newsworthiness of '€p g y

" . «  theHigginsinterviewsinthose rivalnews- Significant national commemoration, was
o e s e e
succeeded in concretising that same concepp@Pe" Of recordthat missed the boat. But however inadequate the text of its report,
in his particular interview. The banner When itcame to the ‘report'in its issue ofthe Irish Independentcarried three
headline for théndds front page lead story Monday, September 12th, on the Higgins photographs from the ceremony. Needless,
accordingly readMichael D: Loosenpurse  SPeech of the previous day, it was the!® Say, the Famine commemoration photo-
strings for health and housing. President Editor of thelrish Timeshimself who graph of the President that had accom-
says public notangry atstriking bus drivers.” SOUght to sink the Famine boat. The panied the original online Kelly report
And the headline for the interview itself was Mtended report filed by thieish Times ~ Wwas dropped forthe ‘Brief* mentioninthe
in Higgins's own word<These are notwild politica_l correspondent Fiach Kelly was Irish Times prlnt_edmon. Instead, that'
Bolshevik values. They are values for decen" the internet by early Sunday afternoonpPage was dominated by that paper's
living.” Melia drew him out, as follows:  tself. Itaccurately recorded the following favourite Presidential photograph—uwhich

paragraph from the Higgins script: was also_ stretched across six columns—
"He also notes the response of the "It (the Famine) took place in the the President with the Queen of England.
travelling public tothe DublinBus strike,  context of empire and an imbedded 1he fulllength of the same six columns

which has seen thousands of commuters  atmosphere of conflict. It took place in a Of that page was devoted to Day 2 of the
discommoded as workers downtoolsina  particular contextofland ownership. Yes, Editor's project for the week, entitled
row over pay. ‘| watch television and it took its toll on a population that had “Neighbours: Ireland and Britain—A
watch the public being interviewed, and - massively increased—but hadn't the series on our relationship with Britain”

there's a very significant change in the  population of the whole of Europe itself -
public attitude towards whatis happening  increased from 140 million people in o &y Of the series—September 10,

in Dublin. They are saying we need good 1740 to almost 270 million people in +213:14 and 17—featured a green, white
publictransport... What| sawwas, instead ~ 18507" and orange Union Jack, twice in each
of a short-term anger at the discomfiture, . . . issue, firstly under thdrish Times
(there was) Tm willing tolistentowhats _ But certainly not in the lines that - g eaq itself on page 1, and again onthe
being sought'... | thought the people in immediately preceded it. Fiach Kelly page carrying the feature
Dublin were very fair in their comments reported the President as saying the '
and they understand the issues and offollowing: "The Irish Famine, he said,  The series began with the September
course they sr!ould be solved, and theywyas more a series of mistakasd was 10th Weekend Revieviront page,
can Ibe solved.’ 'not providence"” This was the exact dominated by that tricoloured Union Jack
It's that public willingness to engage ., qite of what Higgins had in fact said: across all six of its columns, where Fintan
which, he said, was notbeing reciprocated,, . . \ "
by policy makers, particularly in Europe. Famine was never only an achent of O qule .explored The Iove—hat-e
Anissue of major concernacrossmany hature. It was more than a series of  relationship between Ireland and Britain”
EU countries is a trade deal under mistakes. It was not Providence." under the sub-heads OBreaking the
negotiation between the EU and the . . . . .. connectionwith England"Dev the rugby
US, called the Transatlantic Trade and | pointed out this serious distortion in a fan","The strange death of Anglophobja”
Investment Partnership (TTIP). The Facebool(; p?St that S"?“r*]‘e Sulesy aftﬁr'"lrishness = non-Englishnessihd"The
mesaures. paricuiidy 56 they rolie o1 hS Edtor had ample tme and oppor- "'se O EVglsh nationalismft concluded
toenvironmental standards andimpact  tunity to correct the record before Mon- on page 3 of the September 17th Weekend
on public services, has led to huge gay's issue went to press. But the Editor \c/éW—again dominated by the page-
disquiet... The President said that if ;4 \vant to correct the record in respectWlde tricoloured Union Jack.
technocrats” didn't believe the public . . . o
were capable of understanding the of where the Presidenthad been misquoted. Under the heading 63r|ta|n and Me:
issues involved, they should say so... Instead he actually went on to zap thereaders respond“a mildly balanced
'The public looking on are entitled to ~ record where Kelly had, in fact, accurately selection of 10—out of the 100 responses
more than a glimpse of the spectacle. quoted the President's words, and to shrinkhat had been received—were published,
They are entitled to hear the options  that Famine speech to a few meaninglessut with pride of place and lead advantage
that are in the discourse. When you  patitydes, representing a downrightinsult being given tdThe '800 years of oppres-

E)arlmll; aﬁgéj&f?ﬁeﬁelfgﬁ dTvTvLF;; ::ynv?; to the character of what been said. sion' thing is hard to shaketfom one
must discuss this fully. In Germany, But everything made sense when | Maeve Wallace, anti'm ashamed that
there's a very strong view. (My looked at the page where the 'report' hadeamon de Valera refused to fighitom

emphasis—MO'R). I'm not advocating been squeezed in as the third of four itemsone Tom McCarthy.



But, for the Editor, the jewel in the script, and sandwiched between invertedday, September 12th, became a piece of
crown of the whole series was his Queencommas and a photo of the AmbassadoiSacred Scripture in order to proclaim the

and President page on Monday, Septembehimself, that loudly proclaimed:
12th, where any thoughts of Famine were
shrunken to next to zilch, and banished to
a side bar underneath '‘Mad Dog' Johnny
and 'Mad Pup' Jonathan Adair.

Irish in a way are not even regarded

The author of that page's main feature,
London correspondent Denis Staunton,
cannot have realised, until the next Tpjs presentation,
morning, that he had mined such a jewel.single sentence, took
Hisarticle, as posted onthe internet, carrietthan that paper's
the matter-of-fact headlinéPost-Brexit

in triplicate, of
up more page sp

commemoration ‘report’.

™| think there's now a very straight- - .
forward position here now whereby the And so it also was that every single word

shrunken Famine

newlrish TimesGospel. No sinful words
could be allowed to blaspheme against it.

asof what Martin Mansergh had to say on

immigrants but are seen as kind of part of British culpability and responsibility, in

an extended family of people living on respect of 1916 and the wars of 1919-21
theseislands.’ Ambassador DanMulhall." 54 1922-23, had to be completely

suppressed; while the words of the
@ president of Ireland on the Great Hunger
8CRad to be thoroughly bowdlerised.
Manus O'Riordan

poll racism not extending to Irish in

receive any complaints of harassment of gy, that particular page. Immediately bes

paragraph bluntly noted a fact of life: ggitor's second favourite sentence in the

"British and Irish interests, so closely feature:"Historian Roy Foster believe
aligned on many issues in recent decadesine |rish image in Britain is now one {

exit from the EU. As Taoiseach Enda are now so widespread in the media anc
Kenny emphasised during avisitto Oxford ye cultural and academic spherek.put

last week, Ireland will be with the me in mind of those satirical lines penn

o
Trinity College

‘emand 1916

continued

5 newssheet) in 1921 (referencing Aubane's
f full reprint of the Bulletij

S
in But sometimes the commentaries are
downright annoying. One of several such

edis the post,Defending the Collegeby

remaining EU member-states in that by the author of Ireland's National Anthetn, Ellen O'Flaherty, on military operations at

negotiation, on the opposite side of the peadar KearneyOh, Irishmen forget thg
table to Britain.” past, And think of the time that's comi
Butthe rest of that concluding section— fast; When we will all be civilised, Ne
its first, third, fourth and fifth and final and clean and well advised; Oh, wo
paragraph—carried quotations from Mother England be surprised?"
Staunton's interview with Ireland's
Ambassador to the UK, Dan Mulhall. The  Lest the message to its readers be |
Editor obviously felt that Staunton had two days after that page, thiésh Times
missed the significance of Mulhall's carried an Editorial on September 14
opening statementt think there's now a  entitled'Neighbours: Ireland and Britain

TCD during the Rising. O'Flaherty often
Ng adopts the jaundiced terminology of con-
t temporary military reports, noting how
't once the College was fortified, the military

on the roofs could command the sur-

rounding streets anttebels passing in
Dsteither direction were easy targetsiVe

learn with relief thdtby Thursday of Easter
th Week Trinity College was secured against

any rebel incursion" She quotes Major

very straightforward position here now are forced into a changing relationship. G.A. Harris, Adjutant of theDublin Uni-

whereby the Irish in a way are not even Onthis occasion the English have chang
regarded as immigrants but are seen asthe question.Tts key paragraph read:
kind of part of an extended family of
people living on these islandsAhd so,
the initial sub-head 8EU exit"was binned
and replaced byExtended family".

"This week inThe Irish Timesour
seriesNeighbours: Britain and Ireland
has been contemplating the state of t

depth of the changes over the last

Butfar, far more than that. The original, years. It would not have been obvio

matter-of-fact headline for Staunton's
feature was also binned, and replaced by
the banner headlindrish now regarded

not as immigrants but as 'part of an
extended family of people’."So thdrish
Times having never come to terms with
Ireland beingd'one island, two nations"
and—on this evidence —no longer
recognising (except in Rugby) that the
island of Britain comprises at the very
least two, if not three, rapidly diverging
nations, proudly proclaims its current
Gospel: "Two islands—but one
extended family of people' And, lest
the message was not sufficiently hammer-
ed home to its readers, tiish Times
provided for a further enlargement of that  And so it was that the manipulation

the Irish could ever be seen by the Briti
as they are now: in the words of the Iri
Ambassador to the UK, as part '‘ah

extended family of people living on the
islands! Nor would it have been obviou
that Anglophobia would all but die out i
Ireland. The sterile alternatives of &
Irish nationalism looking to break th
connection with England versus a W4
British identity are largely outmodeq
They have been replaced by a sense
Ireland (and increasingly Norther
Ireland) are comfortable with their ow
distinctiveness but also happy to enj
the benefits of being part dthese
Islands

relationship. In many ways, itreflects the

edversity Officers' Training Corps(OTC)
on how the College's position prevented
communication between theebel 'storm
centres"(ofthe GPO and Stephen's Green),
hiSand adds herself how thifacilitated the
infliction of damages on the other side"
b Finally the "Defence of the College” (a
s term she uses liberally and uncritically)

while the Troubles were still raging that protected local businesses (i.e. Grafton

5h Street) from looters and saved the Bank of
3 Ireland in College Green. If the College
e had fallen to the rebels, she quotes Harris,
the Library"would have been destroyed"
O'Flaherty's use of this terminology
n and the absence of any comment on it is
e disappointing, butis probably unconscious
st and unintended, as elsewhere she writes a
- good account 'Loyal and Gallant
h onducf of what the minutes of TCD
Board meetings during and after the Rising
hy tell us about the role and mentality of
Trinity in supporting the suppression of
the Rising during that fateful week.
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bf A 'narrative' of the Rising has become

message—a box, again featured in largea single"Home News'page on a single

current in which responsibility for the



destruction of Dublin city centreisascribed ~ more relieved when | ordered the gong to and the fact that the College was already
tothe rebels. This can be traced backtothe be sounded. There were some people inyeing fortified by its garrison.
Irish TimesL916propaganda publication, e place, and they were soon put out.  \;5:ponagh actually forbade any action
. . . . The outer gates were locked, and the .

Sinn Fein Rebellion Handbopkvhich at the Bank of Irelantion account of its

) . . great door, but | kept the men on duty : - .
bemoaned th(_e loss of fine buildings with- || hil the evening. We were the last public sentimental associationgSlayer Witness
out ever spelling out how they came to be  institution open; all the others had been Statement, pp. 14-15). Frank Thornton
destroyed. It was also, of course, aninten- closed for hours" (ibid., pp. 22-23). recalled being detailed to roof tops cover-
tional propaganda ruse to encourage a ing the Bank on Easter Monday evening,
view of the events as an outbreak of 'mind-  Stephens also recounts how Myron while a group from the GPO garrison
less violence'. The notion, often unthink- Square rapidly became a bastion of thewould attempt to attack Trinity, but this
ingly repeated today, that what occurred British forces, and remained so throughoutwas only after British positions had been
at TCD was dDefence of the College" the week. In other words it could never established there. In the event the attempt
actually first appeared as a chapter sub+emotely have been under any threat fromwas abandoned.
heading in thelrish Times Rebellion the Volunteers, even if a desire on their There wasfiring occasionally at Trinity,

Handbook part to destroy the National Gallery could such as when Volunteers occupying

Thatlrish Timespropaganda formula be even imagined. But such is the legacybuildings in Abbey Street shot back with
of the"defence'of Trinity and the croco- of theHandbook their rifles at the machine gun emplace-
dile tears it shed over the destruction of ments on the roof of Trinity that were

"fine buildings" continue, because they  "Defending the Colledas a misnomer raking the O'Connell St. area with heavy
areletgounchallenged, to generate moderriior the simple reason that not only was it fire (e.g. Witness Statements of Loam
echoes, of which the above TCD web postnever attacked but in fact became a majorTannon, Ruairi Henderson and Peadar
is only an example. British offensiveposition, a bastion of the Bracken). Many more statements testify
Recently an official of the National British counter-revolution. The forces to being at the receiving end of the heavy
Gallery told RTE that James Stephens'samassed in it, including heavy artillery, British fire emanating from Trinity.

closing of the Gallery on Easter Monday Were not there tédefend"it but to form The destruction of Dublin buildings on
had saved the building and its pricelessthe base for the counter-offensive, 5 5rge scale was not the work of the Irish
collections as the Volunteers would un- regardless of any consequences for theq,rces. Rather, following the bruising
doubtedly otherwise have occupied such aCollege or anything or anyone else. experience of fighting the Volunteers head-
"large strategic building inthe city centre” [N faimess to thérish Times'scollege 4 head during the first few days of the
leading toits destruction. Thisisjustanother ‘défenders;'the Volunteers did initially  Rising, British Commander, General
example of assumptions that continue toPlan to occupy both TCD and the \y y M. Lowe, changed strategy to one of
derive from the originalrish Timeslie. neighbouring Bank of Ireland, the former ,n merciful artillery bombardment—

Stephens was Registrar of the National Crittiness Parliament, as part of occupying yhich not only reduced the O'Connell
Gallery and in charge on Easter Monday2ll of the city centre, and with very small gyeetarea to blazing rubble, butaccounted
as the acting Director, Walter Strickland, contingents in mind. for the majority of civilians killed.

was absent in London. He was a distin- MacNeill's countermand order so H naof thi
guished writer—including occasionally reduced the available force that such For the commanding of this murderous

under a non-de-plume for Larkiriigsh  thoughts became academic. In his 1949atillery operation Lowe took over TCD
Worker—and was a nationalist, though Witness Statement to the Bureau of itself as his headquarters and directed his
utterly contemptuous of John Redmond. Military History, Frank Henderson, a Dub- bombardmentfrom there, with the fulsome
Although notinvolvedin the Volunteers lin Volunteer and later senior IRA officer, and active supportofthe College Provost,
or the Rising, he believed that the pro-WarWrote that Dick McKee (later O/C Dublin Rev. J-_P-_ Ma}‘haﬁ_y, the Bo_ar_d of TCD a"nd
antics of Redmond had made the Brigade) told him that Thomas Mac the Trinity "Officer Training Corps
“Insurrection”inevitable. He wrote after Donagh had drafted plans for McKee to (OTC). It was from Trinity too that the
the Rising that Redmond, by his actions in0cCupy Trinity with his company while artillery was emplaced which proceeded
1914 in swearing Ireland's loyalty to the Henderson’s equally small group would with the destruction of Liberty Hall and
British war, had"misrepresented his 0ccupy the Bank of Ireland. Memoirs of Other buildings along the quays, joyfully
people in the English House of Parli- the time recount the fretting by Pears, assisted by OTC members and students
ament’ giving a "pledge he had no MacDonaghandothersthatnoharm should"elping emplace and carry shells for them.

authority to give! swearing'lreland to ~ come to thesénatior_\al institutions"and But the TCD website account of
loyalty as if he had Ireland in his pocket, nesitated at occupying them at all for fear "Defending the Collegerhentions none of
and could answer for herThis"lie", he it would put them in harm's way this, and one is left after reading it with a

wrote, led directly and inevitably to the During Easter Week itself no serious Y29ué feeling that th&defence"saved the
Insurrection The Insurrection in Dublin,  repel attack was undertaken against eithefCll€9€ from a rebel takeover which would
Sceptor Books reprint 1966, pp. 66-7). TcD orthe Bank of Ireland. This leftthem Nave ended inthe destruction of the Library.

By Stephens's own account his closingfree to be taken over and transformed intolt is no wonder, therefore, that the post—
of the Gallery on Easter Monday had military fortifications by the British. Tom ~alone of all of those on the" TCD 1916
nothing to do with fear of wild Volunteers Slayer, a Dublin IRK man and 1916 WePsite—has been seized orfDyblin &
"destroying" the place, but was simply Volunteer, recalled MacDonagh ordering Wicklow Loyal Orange Lodge 1318thich
because all public institutions had closedthat an attempt be made by Paddy WalsHS currently considering re-launchinga TCD
on account of the fighting in the city: and a contingent of twenty men () to branch) an_d, along_W|th afew other more or

“I returned to my office, decided that| OCcupy Trinity before it could become a less scurrllous_artlcles abo_ut the Rising
would close it for the day. The men were British base, but this was called off due to reproduced on its own website.

very relieved when | came in, and were the shortage of men at Stephen's Green Therole of Trinity College inthe defeat
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and suppression of the Rising has becomeheir bicycles and abandoned their the frontgateson Tuesdaytheywere greeted
better known in recent times thanks to theweapons as they ran for cover. One wagshy the cheers of the OTC. They established
Internet. Accounts such as Neil Richard- killed by a shot to the head, one woundedmachine guns on the roof, commanding alll
son'sAccording to their Lights: Stories of and the third fled to safety. The dead manapproaches. General Lowe brought
Irishmen in the British Arm§2015) have was 22-year old Gerald Keogh from significant artillery into the Collage, and
also brought some interesting memoirs toRanelagh, one of whose brothers wasset up two 9-pounder field guns at the
light, though he also heads a chapiiétre = manager of the Abbey Theatre, while corner of College Street and what is how
Defence of Trinity College” another had died in the World War. the Pearse Street gate to pound rebel
By commanding Dame Street, TCD in Keogh's body was brought into the positions, with OTC volunteers assisting
counter-revolutionary hands ensured aCollege, his uniform searched and dispatchin emplacing the guns and carrying
vital artery into the heart of the city documents handed over to the British ammunition, while the Leinsters occupied
remained under British control. A Church command, and then his body was placedhe south quays to engage the rebels across
of Ireland clergyman, Arthur Luce, who inanempty room forthree days. Professorthe river with rifles and machine guns.
fought with the TCD garrison, described Joly, who fought with the Trinity garrison, Soon the demolition of Liberty Hall, the
it as"a natural fortress in the heart of the later commented north quays and O'Connell Street began

city" (Richardson, p. 363). The British
gradually cleared the main axis from
Kingsbridge (now Heuston) station to the

"When will our rulers learn that these (Richardson, pp. 339-40).
rash and foolish sons of the Empirerequire ~ Elsie Mahaffy kept a diary throughout
quiet and resolute government, saneEaster week. In it she expresses her joy at

College along Dame Street, and from
Easter Tuesday reinforcements from the
Curragh were pouring through this opening
into the city. From Wednesday, General
Lowe's artillery bombardment could begin
commanded from the College.

and the agitator.”

Keogh was then buried in the College
grounds, Fitzgibbon commenting
' viciously:

"We planted him out later on to fertilise
the Provost's daffodils.” (Richardson, pp.

Trinity was fortified from the first day 337-8)

of the Rising. It had about a thousand

students in 1914 but war enlistment had Like Alton, Fitzgibbon too became a
halved that number by 1916. Nevertheless,Trinity Unionist MP and in 1924 was
it had its own in-house militia, tHBublin appointed a Judge of the Supreme Court
University Officer Training Corps" by the Free State.

(OTC), founded in 1910 and composed of - ope of the colonial soldiers among
staff, students and ex-students. Fearingy,,se who joined the Trinity garrison later
that the under-armed rebels would attack,ote in a letter:

the College to seize the considerable OTC
armoury of three hundred rifles and large
stocks of ammunition, College authorities
sent couriers around Dublin to the OTC
members to garrison the College. About
150—half its total membership—rallied
to the call, and were joined by about 65
individual British and colonial soldiers
passing through the city at the time. The
OTCin 1916 was commanded by Captain
Ernest Alton, who was later one of the
four Unionist MPs elected by the College
in 1921 (Richardson, pp. 319-21). whelmingly Protestant.

Another OTC volunteer in action in  There were of course also many Trinity
Easter Week was Gerald Fitzgibbon, a 49graduates involved in or sympathetic to
year old Dublin barrister and son of a the Irish Volunteers.
former Lord Justice, who left a trenchant  one Catholic OTC cadet was Joseph
account of his operations: Malone, son of the owners of the North

"I haven't the satisfaction of knowing Star Hotel on Amiens Street. He had been
that I hit any of these Home Rule rebels. gqycated at Blackrock and Belvedere before

"...we were shooting from the roof the
whole time and house-to-house searching.
It was very dangerous work too, and if
information came to the officer in charge
of the Dublin University to the effect that
a sniper was on the roofs opposite, the cry
was for the 'ANZACS' numbering five
New Zealanders and one Australia.”
(http://irishvolunteers.org/new-
zealanders-in-the-1916-irish-rebellion-
by-hugh-keane/)

The Trinity OTC was of course over-

education, and protection fromthe fanatic the arrival of the British Army to the
College, and the role her father played in
subsequent events:

"... to my intense relief, | heard at last
the regular march of soldiers. And looking
down, | saw in the street below, a
multitude of khaki clad men coming into
College and | flew down to hear some
news. In the Library, with my father, |
found Colonel Portal. His first inquiries
were for a map of Dublin and a high
tower from which to prospect his field of
action. He [asked] my father's advice on
where he ought to place the 18-pounder
to blow down Liberty Hall ...

"Very early on Thursday morning we
heard the noise of the heavy guns coming
into Trinity College. A little after 7.30
the pounding down of Liberty Hall began

"The clearing up of the slums around
college still went on all morning. At
luncheon several different officers came
in from this disagreeable part of their
duty. Each had had to shoot someone for
having arms in his house.

"After luncheon the time was ripe to
attack the rebel headquarters in the
General Post Office. Our hour had now
come! The rebels had theirs, their
'supreme moment' as they called it, on
Monday. A big gun was stationed at the
northern end of Sackville Street under
the sheltering auspices of Parnell's
monument and dropped shells on the
Post Office roof."

(http://digitalcollections.tcd.ie/ home/
index.php?DRIS_ID=MS2074_116)

The role of Trinity OTC did not end

with the successfufuelling” of the Irish

I only got shots at windows with snipers _, o .

inthem, and at a couple of looters. | didn't goir;glgo;\rtnn_lty,twhere hejofmed tEefOTCh Rebellion. Irish Transport Union leader
want to fire at looters, it was rebels | m'th " : O;}g(:heenyﬁarfg a?e,v\(/a OEQ \William O'Brien later recalled being
wanted, and the only time | ever was on WIth th€ roughout =aster WWeek In . \nded up and together with over thirty

areally good pitch for them, they weren't the suppression of the Rising. He was later

rising" (quoted by Richardson, p. 364). commissioned as an officer with the Dublin others being held prisoner in a bu_|I<_j|ng
. o . . where the guard wdsomposed of Trinity
Fusiliers and died in the war in Flanders in

_On EasterTuesdayt_hreeyoung,armedAugust 1917 (Richardsop. 378). College O.T.C."Trinity grounds and_
Irish Volunteers on bicycles travelling rooms were themselves used for holding

with dispatches from Stephen's Green to  The first large British force to arrive at prisoners and for interrogations of prison-
the GPO were fired on by soldiers from Trinity from the Curragh was the Leinster ers by British intelligence officers
the roof of Trinity. They were forced from Regiment, and as they marched throughstationed there (Witness Statements of



Sinn Feiners of the other day had any books were withdrawn from use, much to
grievance except that they were notthe annoyance of respectable Catholic
allowed to form a republic and join the |o5qars Daily Express 26 December
Germans against the power of England ) g1 . i1y |ndependent2? Feb. 1917).
. S . . (Hear, hear, and laughter). ) .
Dublin Unionist leadership following the The sentiments expressed during and
defeat of the Rising was to call for the  Describing the events of Easter Week after the Rising by Elsie MahaffyThe
extirpation of the forces behind it. The as a'civil war", he regretted only that it Irish Timesthe Church of Ireland Arch-
editorial of The Irish Time®n 1ST May  was in this"miserable quarrel between bishop, Gerald Fitzgibbon and the Trinity
1916 leftlittle doubt aboutwhatit believed sections ofthe Irish peopltiathisfamily ~ Provost, J.P. Mahaffy, were deeply
needed to be done: had been engaged rather than in fightingcontemptuous of the rebels and blood
" _The back of the insurrection is the"external enemy'He recalled how his curdling in their approval of the mostdrastic
broken. Strong military forces, skilfully ~great grandfather had played an honouredetribution. In this they were probably
directed by a strong hand, have decidedpart in the'suppression of Defenderism" representative of the views of many Dublin
the issue sooner than most of us hadiy 1798 a movementwhich, he said, would Unionists in 1916, although there were
dared to hope ... Liberty Hall is no more ... raqhond to the Sinn Feiners of the also many who kept their counsel or

tkr:]aor\llvansc;wséz;%r;% nggilnrgsr?ﬁéiﬁgxte present day.("Defenderism*vas aterm considered the rebels had a case.
the power, the motives and the methods©f abuse to describe Irish native rebels).

of the seditious movement in Ireland ... (speech in fullThe Irish Times)7.08.1916).
The State has struck, but its work is not of the propaganda formulae and weasel
yetfinished. The surgeon'sknife hasbeen  Mahaffy was also to unleash a witch words of thelrish Times Sinn Fein
puttothe corruptioninthe body of Ireland, hynt against national schools which after Rebellion Handboolof 1916 on the
\?VT]dOIItg cr(?]l;rﬁerr]r;unstt ”Ortot\’;tf]tazgg ”Qg'etgethe Rising he claimed had largely been the"Defence of Trinity College” or the saving
removed .. geditiongmust be rooted oyt INSPiration for the outrage by their history of historic buildings and libraries/galleries
... once and for all. The rapine and téaching. There were calls from Unionist from destruction by the Irish Volunteers
bloodshed of the past week must beinterests for history teaching to be bannedis a three-hand trick too far.

finished with a severity which willmake in national schools and several school Philip O'Connor
any repetition of them impossible fo
generations to come."”

William O'Brien, James O'Connor, Msgr.

M. Curran P.P and John J Doyle).
Nearly 3,000 prisoners were rounded

up and incarcerated. The reaction of the

But the repetition a hundred years later

This call for the extermination of th
captured rebels was followed the next dpy
by an editorial demanding measures that
"will satisfy the world that the spirit of
sedition and anarchy in Ireland will b¢ Casement Weekend Ballycastle
crushed, not merely for a time, but for g
time ... it would be the worst kind of folly A Commemorative Weekend was held Diaries were authentic—and expected the
... to shear the stalk of the sedition andjtoin North Antrim on the last weekend of same of the audience—saying the British
leave the roots uninjured.” July to celebrate the life of Roger Case- could not have forged them in the short time
ment, just before the Centenary of histhey had them in their possession. Several

The Church of Ireland leadership was execution people in the audience disputed the validity
not far behind. In a letter of 3rd Ma The first event in Ballycastle took place of the Diaries, although it now seems to be
published inThe Irish Timegand again in at Corrymeela. When | arrived | was asked " article of faith that Casement was
the Daily Mail, 6 May), Archbishop of at the door if | "was looking for the SDLP homosexual and the diaries were genuine.
Dublin Bernard (afgture_Trinity Pr(_)vos meeting?" "No", | said, "the talk about People were genuinely skeptical about this.
demanded the_ continuation of Martial L Casement". After following directions | got .
and the adoption of the sternest measu €Sost in the Corrymeela complex and asked Angus Mitchell noted the danger of
"This is not a time for amnesties arld anotheremployeeabouttheCasementevenf.:reatmg a Gay icon of Casemeritiistory
pardons; it is the time for punishment "Oh, you mean the SDLP meeting, in there" Ireland, August 2016:

swift and stern."

Even after the executions, Trinit
Provost J.P. Mahaffy, speaking at
celebration of thé'Defence of Trinity
College'; expressed his firm views. He
described the Collage as

"not a fort of Unionists or Protestant
... we have, no doubt, plenty of Torie

we have plenty of Home Rulers, and we

even keep two or three Sinn Feiners
the premises, as interesting specimg
for occasional analysis (laughter
Provided they stop short of treason, v
letthem talk pretty much what they like

As regards the rebellion, he joke
contemptuously:

a

he pointed. At that point | nearly wenthome,
thinking |1 had made some awful mistake,
but then | saw John Gray.

Gray thé'former Librarian of the Linen
Hall Library" described his talk &Roger

"Itis now evidentthatthe Black Diaries
have enabled their own form of epistemo-
logical violence, whereby Casement'’s
achievement... could be marginalized
by playing the ‘paedophile’ trump...
Revisionist efforts to try and turn the

sexualized Casementinto a kind of Proust-
ian hero, or Gay role model, do not stand
up to rigorous scrutiny of the texts...

Casement’s cultural construct as an
urbane and playful cosmopolitan queer
has little to do with the encrypted

distortions evident in the sexualized
version of events."

Casement—Realities and lllusions of

S Colonialism’ | wasn't left any wiser on

' the second bit and the part on Casement

Lwas the standard account. One interesting

ndhing Gray said was that, whilst Casement

. later cited the British concentration camps

e in South Africa as a thing which estranged

" him from the Empire, at the time he was
fully in favour of dealing with the Boers There is little if any evidence of Case-

d through harsh repressive measures likementbeing homosexual anywhere outside
blockhouses, sweeps and relocation.  of the Black Diaries and yetthere seems to

"l was not able to ascertain whether the

Gray took it for granted that the Black be a great desire to believe such a thing,
11
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whilst taking on all the toxic baggage of war started" | came in: because he was a humanitarian and the
the Black Diaries. "Balfour was the mostimportant figure Germans couldn’t fight an effective

Mitchell doubts very much whether the in the British State. He had founded the defence based entirely on humanitarian

sexual content of these Diaries are authentic: Committee of Imperial Defence, which principles. They had to have a hard edge to
"Casement... as a British Civil Servant ~ Plannedthe waron Germany and remainediheir campaign. Casement felt primarily

...was aware... of the role of the archive ~ @memberevenwhen hewasinopposition, |t qown due to the fact that Ireland was

in the production of history... Heading ~ intimately involved in continuing the "1 ihe German priority list in 1916.
towards his own violent end on the  Planning of the war with the Liberal y prony

scaffoldisitreally probable that he would Imperialisys in the government. He "?"50
have so conveniently left the ingredients ~ P&came First Lord of the Admiralty during There was a march at Murlough Bay on

for the subversion of his pioneering the war, replacing Churchill. Thatwas the the Sunday to honour Casement. It was
investigations.? In any interrogation of ~ MOSt important position in the British organised by Sinn Fein and there was a
the Black Diaries, questions to do with ~ Military systemsince the Royal Navy was rea|ly impressive turnout from right across
motive and probability weigh heavily on 1S senior service. Antrim. Itwas addressed by Martin Ferris,

the side of forgery.” This point seemed to take the wind out the Kerry TD, who gave a rousing speech
] . of Grey and he couldn't respond. about the incompleteness of the struggle
In the same issue ¢fistory Ireland of 1916. The Irish Newsid not give it a

Paul Hyde, in examining the history of  5ome of the audience said to me mention, despite the presence of a TD and
testing the authenticity of the Black afterwards that Gray had made Casemenit being the only Northern event in the
Diaries, describes the scientifically flawed sound like a fool, but the point | made Commemorations.

reduced them to media events. He themot some foolish pro-German who became Murlough Bay was afitting place to be,

comprehensively demolishes the scientific gisenchanted with the Germans, but had2C<"d Out toward Rathlin and Scotland,

validity of the Giles Report. good reason to sympathise with them dueatthe place Casementhad loved and always

i i . o . anted to be laid to rest.
Hyde describes the 2002 Giles Reporttg the devious plans of Britain to encircle - '
as"a verbal smokescreen of ambiguity, them and launch a war.

repetitions, irrelevant data, deceptions,

omissions, ex cathedra pronouncementsh.The _quegtioning Wenéahbit onf Itlfa"kh :j CASEM ENT
and disinformation"He notes that, if the this paint. One man said that Collins

Giles Report proved anything, it was that Cﬁm?écéthﬁ GIengon occasmln to olrg_an sde When the hangman pulled the lever
there were definitely forged parts of the !¢ IRB there. Someone else claim and the trapdoor creaked
Black Diaries thatactually demonstrate Collins and Churchill had sat by the fire i malevolency hit
the falsity of its own conclusionsAnd the Antrim Arms, Ballycastle aroun high fever
there are now 6 different versions of the 1910-12, discussing Home Rule! Nopropf for the executioner wasn't
i i content
discovery of the Dairies emanating from Vasgiven unfortunatelyforthlswonQerfL CO .
the mas{er forger Basi Thoms%n of Story from an old farmer. It was said tht he hid in the thickets of the

) - diaries
Scotland Yard that revealslangerous the Churchills were regular visitors t living beyond the human span

Pat Walsh

\=J

instability in the foundations of the Garron Tower, which was owned by tfle without repent o
authenticity edifice.” family before it be(*:ame a school. thougbh they came with quicklime to
ury
Getting away from the Black Diaries, | There were 2 more events in the town he sought the soul which no rope can
hold

asked Gray if he had an explanation as to ;
: over the weekend. Patrick Casemgnt ; ; ;
why Casement went from being an Imper- and without physical substance it

ialist to ol ing | i inst th talked about Casement at the Sheskblirn couldn't take
E"S 10 pltanm::jg ’tn.su;rﬁc |0nbagal?hs i he Leisure Centre. Thiswas a very interesting gold
mpire. It couldn'tjust have beenthal e .., 515t Casement’s rather chaofic he watered his lies with ink and

i‘;gje”']é/ lberc]:ame dan Inls:'h natg)r}ahsthm family background and the substantipl watched them
orfeftcheated over Home Rule when ., o ia| connections in it, with soldierd, . 9row . .
the Ulster Unionists brought the gun into in the light of blazing headlines they

" ) " admirals and servants of the Empife

politics. | said that Casement’s writings, abounding P o hglowe(Ij 4 and heloed b
; ; ; : : ut the soul escaped and helped by

contained inThe Crime Against Europe Patrick Casement provided muc 2 nation p P

eresting information but went out of hi monuments point accusing fingers

way to argue that, while the Britis many too on the keyboard of

) Imperialists were quite mild in thei digital proliferation ,

catastrophic war on Europe to destroy .. ior in Africa etc. others e.d. Still the hangman salivatingly lingers

Germany as a commercial competitor. Belgians, French, Germar’ls, were mukh Qiasl%alendar highlights 3rd Augus

e e o e e USRI ST ot ey o
R ad thrown in his lot with such a bad lat, a short drop and Ireland regains

US Ambassador around 1909 that Britain particu|ar|y in the ||ght of atrocities i Ioving son

intended to have a world war because itgelgium. smirking the hangman passes on|his

was easier to have a war than engage in This meant | had to make the same genes

free Competition. This and a mass of Otherpoint asthe pre\/ious night about Casement ItISfS(teedrr:gl av;?)licand Huns

evidence—such as the writings of Lord peing an insider, and seeing that Britgin .

Hankey, Lord Esherandthe C|DreC0|’dS—Wan?ed a world war, na?ura”y wa Whaerree gr?éeat peace and victory

proved Casement right. propelled toward sympathising with th '

Gray in his reply saidBut of course  Germans. | suggested that Casement had
Balfour had been out of power when the become disenchanted with them partly

d

=

collection, are always neglected, but theyint
provide the answer—Casement was
appalled that Britain was about to launch a

172

—

1~

Wilson John Haire
11 September 201/6




The founder and main shareholder of Government with the 12.5% rate but the
Foxconn is a man called Terry Gou, who policy was decided long before then. There
Sh t comes from Taiwan, theisland that Chiangis an impressive continuity of policy on
Ol' S Kai-shek retreated to following his defeat corporate taxes, which is independent of
by communist forces. A few years ago the changes in government.)
from successors to Mao Tse Tung suggested
the Long Fellow that maybe, just maybe, it would be a The 12.5% rate, though apparently
humane ideato limitthe size of production benefiting MNCs and small Irish capital-
units to 100,000. Mr. Gou responded by ists equally, is in fact of very little use to
saying that he could also relocate tosmall native capitalists. Irish residents
Vietnam or India. And that was the end of still have to pay income taxes on dividends,
that. It might be wondered: if someone whereas dividends are not taxable if they
. from the land of Chiang Kai-shek can are remitted to Corporations—including
The recent controversies over Corpora- . . L
: . S . leverage corporate power to come out onforeign companies from where dividends
tion Taxes give a graphic illustration of . . ) o S
; top against Communist China, what can be paid in a more benign income tax
corporate power. Corporations have . . . .
: S . . chance has the Irish State? environment. So, for all its huffing and
achieved a massive increase in productive : . :

. . puffing, the EU had failed to undermine
capacity over the last couple of centuries | | P rish industrial policy which favoured
and have also developed the capacity to RISH INDUSTRIAL FOLICY . 1 policy wh ,

. ) By the 1950s it must have dawned onForeign (mainly American) Direct
determine demand; to manufacture needs I :
; . our political leaders that a native bour- Investment.
in order to satisfy them. g . ;

geoisie was unlikely to emerge of its own

volition. In retrospect this was not too  And there the matter appeared to rest
Just over 20 years ago the Long Fellow P PP

. . . surprising, the national revolution until recently . .
could live quite contentedly without a consisted of intellectuals of the lower
mobile phone. But within a few months of _ .
using his first one he wondered how hemiddle class and small farmers (what EvoLuTion oF
ever managed without it; and it was the22Vid McWilliams calls theChristian IRisH INDUSTRIAL PoLicy
same with the Blackber;y and then theBrothers boys The working class was But the world h_ad not st_ood still since
iPhone. It is a moot point whether SuChrepresented through Connolly's_ C|t|z_en the 1980s. T_he Irismdustrial I_Develop-
technological advances lead to greatefa‘rmy' But the Na_tlor_lal Revolution dl_d ment AuthoritfIDA) had to_'uplt_s game'.
socialisation or the oppositanomieor not reflec_:t_the as_plratlons of an emerging The colla_pse of Communism in Easter_n
social isolation. Our capacity to engage_boyrgemye. Political freedom was an endI_Europ_e in the 19_905 and economic
directly with the world has made us Iess|n itself. liberalisation in Chlqa me{:mt that there
dependent on immediate friends, family . _ were numerous locations with much lower
and local community ' Iq 1958 the solution arrl\{ed upon was costs than Ireland.
' to piggyback on to the massive productive

capacity of Multi National Corporations  The IDA reasoned that, if it could no
(MNCs). Asrecently asthe 1980s, Ireland'slonger compete in terms of costs, it needed
offer was a low cost labour force, as well to increase the productivity of labour. In
happens to be located in Cork. Most of itsas favourable tax treatment. Corporationthe international division oflabour_lreland
production is sub contracted out to theTaxwas zero percentforexportsales..The_needed.to'move upthevalue.chal_n'. ltwas
largest electronics manufacturing com-.EU deemed this to be aform of protection- !mpracuca_l t.o gofor.agenerahsed increase
pany in the world: thelon Hai Precision ism. Ireland hac_l to abandon th_e zeroin productivity, but it could cregte ce.ntres
Industry Co. Ltd. better known by its percent rate, b_utmstead replaced |tw.|th aof excellg_nc_e orclt_Jsters of skills suitable
trading namd=oxconn Technology 10% Corporation Tax for manufacturing for specific industries.

Foxconn conducts manufacturing at anproﬁts (whether for export or nov). T-he . . .
almost unimaginable scale. Its Iargestrate .for non-manufacturing proflts Since Ireland is on the perlphery pf
production unitin China has about 300 000remauned at 40%. But the EU decided thatEurope, the IDAc_oncentrated on |ndustr_|es
employees IocatedintllenghuaScien’ce Paddy was being a bit clever by half. that produced high value products with
and Technology Parkvhich according to Evgryone knew that the bulk of m.anufac- low tr:?msport gosts a}nd stropg growth
Wikipedichas an area of about 1,16 squar turing had |t§ source in export—quentated potential. The mdus_trles that it focuss_ed
miles containing 15 factories workersﬁwNC? (Mult|—Na}t|onaI Com.pames). _So onwere Pharmaceuticals and Information
dormitories, four swimming po'ols a fire the Irish were, in effect,_ still favourlng Technology.

. ' 2 ' export-orientated production over services
brigade and its own television network. . :

and retail companies.

CORPORATE PowER

The Apple Corporation is the most
successful company in the world, but it
has only one manufacturing plant, which

An ecosystem has developed around
The militarisation of labour involved these industries. Multinationals that
in such a gigantic undertaking has its The EU'snextstepwastorequire Irelandlocated here knew that there was a steady
consequences. Itis said that floggings aré¢o have the same tax rate for manufacturingstream of skilled graduates as well as
frequent and suicides are endemic. Do wand services. It may have thought thatskilled non graduate labour which had
care? When we stare at our iPhone there ikeland would end up having a tax rate half experience in the specific industries.
no clue as to what was involved in its way between the 40% and 10%, say 25% Gradually small companies developed
manufacture. As Marx pointed out aboutBut Ireland instead arranged for the 40%around the large MNCs which serviced
150 years ago: social relations betweerand 10% rates to gradually converge atthe latter's needs. While it was easy to
men assume the fantastic form of materiall2.5%. (Fine Gael and Labour like to relocate unskilled production to Eastern
relations between things. credit the 1994-1997 Rainbow Coalition Europe or Asia, the higher value
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production and services (the distinction and we collect about 11% of profits made on documents from the Irish Revenue. It
became blurred) were noteasy to replicaten Ireland. In France the headline rate iswill have to seek an opinion from the

in other locations. 33%, but the effective rate of payment is Commission with all the bureaucracy that
about 8%. that entails (see Seamus Coffey,
Other elements in the IDA offer were: Irisheconomy.igl3.9.16). If that is not an

Thirdly, it might be wondered what
rate should the Corporation Tax be? It is
not obvious why Corporations—as distinct
from their shareholders and employees— But not only is she overriding the Irish
should pay a high rate of tax. It could be Tax authorities' decisions, the Commis-
said that a policy of low Corporation Tax sioner's judgementisto have retrospective
and high Income Tax, which Ireland has, effect. So, for a period of 10 years before
encourages companies to hold on to theithe Commission began its investigation,
capital rather than dissipating it to their Apple is ordered to pay 13 billion euro,
wealthy shareholders. plus interest, to the Irish Tax Authorities.

Perhaps our Corporation Tax rate is on
the low side but it has been in place for
over twenty years. The stability of our tax
rate is a strong selling point for the IDA
which it would be foolish to throw away.

an English speaking workforce; political

stability; access to the European market;
a reputable legal system; and low
Corporation Tax. It should also be said
that the IDA has done a very good selling
job. Many of the successful global

companies such as Google and Apple
were not the dominant companies that
they became when they first arrived in
Ireland. The IDA has been particularly

adept at picking winners.

erosion of the tax sovereignty of member
states, it is difficult to know what is.

Apple might feel that, if it had known
that it would be liable for such tax, it
would have made a differentarrangement.

MORALITY AND " And such an arrangement was available.
NATIONAL INTEREST Other MNCs booked their Irish profits

The policy has been a spectacular through one company and non-Irish profits
success. Indeed it appears to have been through a separate comparghé Irish
too successful for the liking of some of our Times 2.9.16). Apparently, the Commis-
European partners. Whereas in the 1980% sioner has no problem with this
Ireland was a relatively poor economy on Vestager that the Aople Case is not ar]arrangement, which produces the same
the periphery of Europe, it is now among 9 pp ; result. Apple's 'mistake’ was to book its

. attack on our 12.5% Corporation Tax— - . )
the most prosperous. Ireland is seen as Butifiti . . Irish and non-Irish profits through the
. . . utif itis not about our tax policy, what is . S on
kind of Trojan Horse, which allows samecompany. It went for d'single Irish

THE AppLE CASE
It is claimed by the European
ompetition Commissioner Margrethe

: . it about? P
American MNCs to undermine the rather than &double Irish".
Nat|on_al champions of other European The Commissioner made a trawl of 25 :
countries. The other curious aspect about the case

years of tax records and came up with tWois that, although the Commission claims

that an organ of the Irish State broke the
law, apparently it is to be rewarded by
Ireceiving 13 billion euro plus interest
{irca 19 billion).

tax rulings—one in 1991 and the other in

se-rll—triﬁfntl\?vhr:;\tamuﬁ:d ;/oat“hdeltlxl';[r?dltjhsltsr 2007—relating to Apple, which she
bp Y believes constitute illegal State Aid. In

because there are no European rivals tcherfourpage press release she says that

Microsoft, Google, Oraclle or Apple. As 1991 and 2007 the Irish Tax Authorities
regards the Pharmaceutical industry, the;

pictureisless clear. Arguably, the Pharma_lssuedcomfort lettersto Apple regarding

S . dthe tax liability of Apple Sales International
ceutical industry has become so globalise (ASI). The letters indicated to Apple what : : :
with so many mergers and acquisitions : bp resident Irish-registered company, has a

that it is no longer meaningful to refer to proportion of ASI's profits would beliable - tantial number of employees in its

any of the large pharmaceutical companie to Irish tax and what proportion would not |is Branch. It has a small number of

as French, American, German etc. “be liable under Irish Tax law. employees in its "Head office”. Since the

vast bulk of the employees in ASI are

It is more likely that our EU partners' Vestager concedes that there is nothing e q in its Irish branch, the substance of

resentment relates to the fact that thesq'mpmper aboutthe issuing of such letters. ngy js irish and therefore the profits are

American MNCs are located here rather nd€ed such letters are issued as a mattefyn g yere) generatedin Ireland and taxable
of course by tax authorities across the;, i t
than over there. in this country.

wor:ch Art1d lngrmall;:_'theyl?re if.sue.d ?rr: "’: The effect of the ruling is that 60% of
It is sometimes said that the Irish are cr(])n aen '2 asis. sr ?] ega |ond|s M2 the worldwide profits of Apple are
the tax authorities made the wrong decision, b ted to its Cork operation. This is a

competing unfairly against other European or :
countries; that there is a race to the bottomPEC2USE they conferred an advantage Ofyg| of productivity of Stakhanovite
proportions! No wonder Cork's recent

) . Apple that was not available to other

in which each country offers the lowest companies. In other words. the . \

Corporation Tax thereby undermining the P ' ’ GAArecord has been poor. Allits physical
and intellectual energy has been diverted

Commissioner is arrogating the right to
tax base for everyone. L .
second guess the decisions of the Irish ihe greater glory of Apple!

There are anumber of points that can beRevenue Commissioners. This is a new
made in this respect: development. In the Long Fellow's non-legal opinion
this is a lunatic interpretation of ASl's
The EU Press Release says that theeommercial substance. It assumes that all
Commission only began examining tax employees are equal, with equal control
rulings in 2013. over the affairs of the company. Any
Secondly, the Irish Corporation Tax is common sense understanding of the
open and transparent. What you see is If the Commissioner's decision is up- substance of the company would consider
what you get. Our headline rate is 12.5%held, no company locating here can rely the source of the bulk of ASI's profits to be

The argument of the Commissioner
appears to be that ASI, although a non-

Firstly, as discussed, Corporation Tax
is just one element in Ireland's overall
offer to MNCs.



outside Ireland (mainly the USA). The company is determined by where the proponents of this view see the Vestager
idea that Apple in the USA would allow employees in ASI are located, as appearslecision as a stepping stone towards
its Irish branch to do what it pleases with to be the Commissioner's position, thenachieving this objective. Butthe EU is not
the profits that have been routed throughwhat right have the Germans, French etc.a State. It may be a State in embryo. But
the company defies all commercial logic. to tax any of the profits? for the present its appearance as a State is
Butthe Long Fellow must stress that all an approaching and receding mirage with
of the above is a non-legal opinion. Itis  The main reason to appeal is to defendno unified polity. There is no guarantee
conceivable that what he thinks is bizarrethe reputation of the State. The Longthat the Commission will pursue other
could be upheld in the European Courts. Fellow thinks this is a good reason. How- larger countries with equal vigour. Indeed,
ever, there is an alternative, self-loathingif the Republic of Ireland does not show
PouiticaL  CONTEXT view, which the Long Fellow does not the capacity to defend its national interest,
To DECISION share, that the State is inherently corruptthose interests will be ignored.
There is no doubt that Vestager's ruling and that by appealing the decision you are
is popular outside Ireland. There is generaldenying that 'fact' and further undermining ALLOCATING
outrage at the low level of Corporation the 'tattered’ reputation of the State. COoRPORATION TAXES
Taxesthat American MNCs pay. Vestager : . Finally, for all the scepticism about the
k A second reason is to establish legal 7
refersto the rate that ASI paid to Ireland as : _— . Commission, the Long Fellow accepts
. . certainty, which s crucial foran economy. . ;
being a small fraction of one percent. But : ." that there is a need for the EU to decide on
o . It could be argued that, since Apple is : . )
this is an American problem, not an Irish . S arational method of allocating Corporation
making an appeal anyway, this is un- )
one. . é)I’OfItS, for tax purposes, across member
. . . necessary. However, there are vital matter . .
Most countries determine the residency . . : states. The idea that profits should be
X of national interest raised by the EU :
of a company by where it&entre of decision. which Apple cannot be ex ectedaIIocated on the basis of sales should be
management and contra$’ Butthe USA f bp P opposed on rational and national interest

) . . . . __todefend. In particular, the tax sovereignty
determines itby where its registered office > .~ grounds.
. . of the country must be defended. If it is
is located. In the case of ASI it was not

) : . established that the Commission can
resident anywhere. It was registered in. )
. interfere with our tax system on the

Ireland and therefore according to Ameri- grounds of competition, it will be difficult

can law it could not be resident in the US. L
; . to constrain its new powers. For example
But, since its centre of management and.

control was in the US, it was not resident it could be argued that Ireland, by having that value is only created by agriculture

in Ireland according to Irish tax law. a '°V.Ver Corporation Tax, S gving an 4 manufacturing. On this basis, Apple's
) : unfair advantage to companies resident
Since 2015 this tax loop hole has been

. here over those resident in EU countriesp.rOfitS should all be allocated to "e'ar?d'
closed by the Irish Revenue. A company_ . . ) since Ireland has the only manufacturing
cannot be registered in Ireland unless it iSW|thah|gh§rCorporgt|on Ta_x.Therewas unit! The manufacturing in China is
residentin a State. Of course, this does nof proto_col inserted in t_he Lisbon Treat_y already accounted for by the profits
prevent companies rom declaring their protecting ourCo.rpora.Uon Taxrate, butif accruing to Foxconn.
residency in one of the many British the Vestager decision is upheld, can we be

protectorates that encourage tax?:rrézl,? that this protocol will remain in However, Volume 3, written by Fried-

avoidance. rich Engels, suggests a more sophisticated
The genelral outrage might be justified, Athird reason for appealing the decision approach. He makes the pomF that proflt is
but it doesn't follow that, because the US. ; . ) . allocated across manufacturing, services
: : . is our relationship with MNCs. This T .
decides to forgo Corporation profits taxes, : . and distribution etc according to the
relationship goes back decades. Apple, : o :
that those taxes should go to other : . proportion of capital invested. There is a
: alone, employs 6,000, with a multiple of L !
countries. tendency for the rate of profit (i.e. profit

that figure dependent on its operationsdivided by capital employed) to equalise
here. Over the decades we have probably y cap ploy q

. - across the various sectors of the economy.
benefited from transfer pricing arrange-

Should Ireland appeal the decision or ments that have enabled the State to tax
pocket the 19 billion? Vestager in her . ) What could be simpler! Profit allocated
rofits that were not strictly generated

press release .has raised some doubts as E%re. (This has been at the expense of thin proportion _to the capital mvested (i.e.
whether we will be able to hold on to the US taxpaver rather than anv Euro eanmvestment in manufacturing, R&D,
19 billion if her decision is upheld. In her countryp) y y P marketing, sales and distribution). At the
Press Release she has encouraged other It is widely believed that the recent

stroke of a pen it would eliminate profits
European countries and the USA to make.um in our GDP and Corporate Tax being funnelled to brass plate entities in
an appeal. This prompted the CEO of thelMP P

. . the Cayman Islands etc. This is the way
: revenue is largely as a result of American

IDA, Martin Shanahan, to say that the . . . forward!

. MNCs (in particular Apple) transferring
Commissioner wants Ireland to be the. . ;
" R intellectual property to this country. It is
Collector General*for the rest of the difficult to see how the State can just cut i i
world: collecting taxes on behalf of other J Das Kapital Reviewed

So how should profits be allocated?
The classic communist tektas Kapital
might provide some guidance! In Volume
"1, written by Karl Marx, it is suggested

|RELAND 'S APPEAL

countries. So, on this logic, we are never?;gtirgrr:svt\::thout damaging that beneficial | A Modern Business Approach
going to hold on to the 19 billion so we b- To Msmsm
i y
might as well appeal. Thereis, of course, a socialistargument John Martin
However, it's not clear what case otheragainstappealing. Thisis thattax harmon- 124pp. ©l12, £10
countries will have, if the Commissioner's isation is in the interests of the European postfree in Ireland & Britain

decision is upheld. If the residency of the working class. Rightly or wrongly the
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"Famine scholarship”

In his speech at National Famine
Commemoration, Glasnevin Cemetery,

Sunday, 11th September, 2016 Presidentappropriate enumerators.

Michael D. Higgins said:

"Today we are in possession of a
wonderful body of scholarship that has
provided us with material for reflection,
understanding, and indeed resolution.
Between the publication of Cecil Wood-
ham Smith'dhe Great Hunger. Ireland
1845—184@nd John Kelly'$he Graves
are Walkingcame a fine body of
scholarship that has given us information

and analysis on the regional and national
experience of the Famine and indeed also

its international significance. We are now
in a position, without facing any

accusations of hyperbole, to draw some the mid 19th century. | can only see a

conclusions from that scholarship and
also draw some instructive lessons."

| have taken an interest in this scholar-

information. In fact"the scholarship ~ Was the too rapid growth of population.

accepts the Constabu'ary to be VeryThat is what caused dependence on the
potato—not the other way around.

InKelly's book there is much moralising
about what théTimes'had to say at the
time about Ireland, but nothing is made of
one startling fact it reported:

Michael D. went to say that:

"It is unfair, | believe, to take the view
of Edmund Spencer, (sic) who in 1582
had suggested the need for a new
population in Ireland, one that would
shed its nativism, and to transpose this
view onto those who were responding to
the Great Irish Famine of the mid-19th
century. Itis possible, however, to discern
the shades of such aviewinthe invocation
of the Famine as an act of Providence."

"The workhouses are full and only
hold 100,000 while 4,000,000 are
starving. The workhouses are mere
charnel-houses. Inone thereis an average
mortality of a death an hour, day and
night" (15 March 1847, p. 4. col.3).

Even though the author is aware of the
figure reported, there is no appreciation of
what must have happened to these four
million starving people right at the
beginning of the 'Famine'. The blight
returned twice and the Government aid

| don't see thishades of such a viein'

repetition of the very same view: Ireland
is a problem because of the people who
inhabit it and they should be replaced for

their own good—the logic of Plantations.

ship and one question that remains As was done in America, Australia, and is

unanswered is the number that died. | find
it morally offensive that mass deaths,
anywhere, are rounded up or down to the

nearest million which is what Michael D., .
to destroy and replace the people. Famin

like everybody else, did in his speech. was simply cheaper and more reliable
JohnKelly does the same though he quotes

happeningin Palestine today, Spenserwa%a
explicitand original in advocating Famine h
as the more effective and economical way, .

originally provided was abolished.

Starving people do not emigrate. They

n hardly walk and any resources they
ave are usedto getfood, not Trans Atlantic

estothe USA. So what happened to the

& our Million mentioned ifThe Time®

Kelly comes to a unigue conclusion

) N - than military means because the English
two figures in his book, one million and .
State simply could not yet afford to clear

away populations by mili_tary means alone. his book:"what turned a natural disaster
| don't know of any British statesman by into a human disaster was the

the mid 19th cerlltury .Who had who determination of senior British officials to
disowned Spenser's basic approach. Om)ﬁse relief as an instrument of nation

Carlyle was even blunter. Trevelyan's building”. But this way of expressing

Providenceput the same message in ag ... C .
- . British policy is just another euphemism
religious framework. That did not change POTCY 1S ] P

1.1 million, which indicates the flippancy
with how this issue is treated.

Before estimating the figures, we need

to know one basic fact—what was the
population of Ireland in 1846 just before
the 'Famine’ in this country full of food?
None of theéscholarshipeven considers

about British intentions in summing up

this as an issue. Nobody knows.

Another basic fact, or question, is how
do we know how many died when nobody
counted the dead? Again, nobody knows.
But another issue that is ignored by the
'scholarship

the reality of what had been policy since
Spenser, it was old wine in new bottles.
And of course if mass deaths are justified
for religious reasons it fits the definition
of aHolocaustmuch more appropriately
than mass deaths organised for secula

. . reasons, whether racial, class, etc.
We are presented with Census figures

for 1841 showing a population of 8.1

for doing what the Spenser wanted and
what the Plantations were all about:
replace one people with another.

Of course Kelly denies the charge of

Genocide more than once, but this
description of the policy a$nation
Building" confirms that charge. Again the
same wine in a new bottle. Such is an
Spenser saw that Gaelic society was sexample of the"wonderful body of

million. Thisis 5 years before the 'Famine' powerful and self contained alternative scholarship'we now have on the matter.

and even though the Census Commis- society and it had to be brokenin mind and

Jack Lane

sioners themselves admitted in their Report body. And the breaking of the mind was
that this figure was an underestimate. But the most important. He appreciated the
this figure, though disowned by the Census difficulty of the task because he had taken
Commissioners, and referring to five years the trouble to get an insight into the mind
before the 'Famine’, is taken to be the of that society and had glimpsed its 'soul'.
relevant population of Ireland. Insofar as that task succeeded, it meant th
The fact that an agency of a foreign destruction of the normal bonds that had
State, the paramilitary Irish Constabulary, keptthat society developing as ithad done
in conflict—to put it mildly—with the  for centuries.
population, being used to make the count In the course of being disrupted by
is never considered as a fact that would English agency, Gaelic society lost control

1%

hamper the accurate collection of such of itself and one reckless consequenc

Sean Moylan In His Own Words

His Memoir of the
War of Independence.
With Index of Bureau of Military
History Statements.
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DVD Review: Hubert Butler. Witness to the Future

.... but silenced in his own

country. DVD Filmed, Directed and Produced by Johnny Gogan. Bandit Films Ireland. 2016.

Part 2

Hubert Butler: The DVD

Fintan O'Toole:

"Itis very striking that Butler describes
this period in his life as happy as he could
do something practicable to help"

Rob Tobin:

was how to keep going, how to live the
kind of cultured life that he and Peggy
valued" (picture of a beautifully
manicured garden with a box hedge cut
in the fashion of a maze).

"It is again a dilemma for Southern VO: C. Fitz-Simon.

Irish Protestants that once the war
begins—there is the sense and obviously
the British Crown and the UK being
under threat—the question is do they go
and join the war effort and fighting
fascismis a value that many of them have
anyway and people like Louis MacNeice
goes off to fight fires in London."

(All of this is spoken over the pictures
of a smiling Winston Churchill and then
there are pictures of London in flames
during the Blitz.)

Voice Over of Rob Tobin:

"Samuel Beckett already in France but
he goes to join the French Resistance,
Elizabeth Bowen—there is her own
strange tale of war reports to the British
Government" (a famous b/w picture of
Bowen, Iris Murdoch and other guests in
her drawing room in Bowen's Court).
"Hubert Butler flirts briefly with joining
British Military Intelligence—they are
interested in him, he is a linguist, he is
well-travelled and he knows about the
European situation. At the end of the day
he says no—I have to put my efforts into
Ireland”.

(Here there is a picture of today's
prosperous Kilkenny city with an Irish
tune playing followed by a picture of
Maidenhall.)

VO: Christopher Fitz-SimonFormer
Artistic Director, National Theatre of Ireland.

"l was about six when | met Peggy and
Hubert Butler at Anacarrig and at ages
from 7-10, | stayed from time to time at
Maidenhall—I was very much aware of
the war because my mother kept telling
us that my father was engaged in the war
and he would soon come home but |
really had no interest in him."

VO: Rob Tobin.

"Life in Maidenhall was a complicated
affair financially" (a picture of a lovely
entrance hall, with red carpet, wall
pictures and bunches of flowers on a side
dresser). "Obviously Butler had inherited
this 18th century Mansion—a House of
middling size and not an easy property to
keep going" (a picture of a man on a
lawnmower cutting a very large garden
and a figure of a man in a suit in the
background). "But, because of his literary

VO: Julia Crampton. Daughter of Hubert
and Peggy Bultler.

"None of them had jobs in the way of
describing jobs and so with his paying

carved with his name and up pops the
front cover of his memoir 'Wicked Little
Joe' by Joseph Hone) "as a child because
there are no other carvings as none were
allowed—others wanted to carve their
names but | said oh you go and carve your
names on other trees as this is mine .. my
tree."

VO: JC:

"I had no trouble with it" (of having so
many other children around)" at least
none that | can remember—we all got on
well and it was a big group of children
mostly who got on well some more so
than others butreally mostly got on pretty
well."

guests—we paid £3 and 5 shillings ayo: RT:

week | think to stay there and | do not
know if that covered the cost of our stay,
the food, the laundry and so on but it must
have because they would not have gone
on doing it."

VO: RT:

"And that's when Peggy again deserves
so much credit for making this life
possible because she was so creative she
turned" (picture of a woman with at least
8 children on a donkey and cart—in the
foreground looking on is Peggy) "she
turned creatively into making a life for
the family, making it financially viable,
she raised lots of children who came to
live in Maidenhall when their parents
were off" (picture of nine children in
various ages from 2-9 approx.) "in the
colonial service or working abroad in tea
plantations in Ceylon or wherever these
Anglo-Irish had gone. Often it was the
Butlers they would turnto and say: Please
look after our children in the school-
holidays and so forth so that basically
was one way they had an income. It is
clear that the Butlers did have to struggle
to make ends meet even as they led their
very cultivated life."

"Well I am hoping | am going to turn
up something exciting" (as she s pictured
going through a chest of stuff—reads
from a letter she has picked out of a pile)
"How much overdraft did you pay .. (she
drops that letter and goes on to next one).
"Yeah—they were my parents and they
absolutely had no money." (Picks up a
picture of a young Hubert Butler) "and
my father as a market gardener didn't
make very much and he didn't have
enough land than really do anymore than
market gardening and they had a large
house and a single child which was me"
(picture of a young Juliariding a horse in
ordinary clothes—not in riding gear).
"They took in children from families
who were not able to have them for one
reason or another during the war and
afterthe war—there was of course Joseph
Hone who came here the youngest and
was here the longest".

inclinations and because of the travel he VO: Joseph Hone.

had done, Butler had never really settled
into a professional life so the question

"This carving suggests overwhelming
arrogance on my part" (points to a tree

"And then of course Butler and not a
few Anglo-Irish became interested in
country markets" (snap of Butler selling
tomatoes, carrots, potatoes etc) "how he
could make something of a living by
market gardening” (on a screen there is a
montage of slips bearing the logo of
Kilkenny Agricultural Society—cards
citing 1st Prize, 2nd Prize and the
Thomastown Horticultural Show) "and
sothe orchards and gardens at their height
were a very big thing—business" (a low
aerial picture of Maidenhall, outbuildings,
trees, gardens and a long avenue.)

0O: JC:

(Points to an area at the side of the
avenue) "Here are the bee-hives that my
father—he was very keen on bees";
(points to gardens) "and here are the
gardens with all the fruit and vegetables
and they neatly lined—the apple trees up
against the wall—the Apscalia Apple
Trees. My father when asked to describe
himself on a form or to somebody else—
he would always describe himself as a
market gardener" (shots of luscious
gardens); "he never considered himself
that he was a writer."

VO: Suzanna Crampton. Grand daughter.

"This was the orchard that my
grandfather planted—I believe it was in
the 1940s. When he inherited—when his
father died and he got Maidenhall and the
small acreage that surrounds it" (picture
of extensive orchards with Suzanna and
another woman identified as Lynn
Venables, family friend looking at the
apple trees and the latter eating an apple).
"That one is the Blenheim Orange oris it
this tree here. Grandpa grafted 5 different
trees off this one tree and it was his pride
and joy because all the grafts took." (She
shows a notebook with all this written
and sketched down.) "He was very proud
of the King of the Tankeirs Pipps which
was one of the grafts which | don't know
if we are eating that now because it is
delicious—really delicious. He hated
driving, he was areally really bad driver—
his driving habits were very erratic and
he was driving slowly and peacefully and
he was thinking about the gardens and
the orchards but if he was driving fast and
furiously and not well—he was thinking
about something like Croatia which
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disturbed him and infuriated him."

VO: Chris Agee.

"When an incendiary sets a match to
respectability, smoulders malodorously"
(from'The Invader Wore Slipperk950)
"piety like patriotism goes off like a
rocket. The jackboot was worn by the
Croats themselves and used so vigorously
against the Schismatic Serbs that the
Germans and Italians who had established
the little state were amazed. Pavelitch the
regicide ruler of Croatia is himself the
epitome, the personification of the
extraordinary kinds of religion and crime
which for four years made Croatia the
model for all the satellite states for Greater
Germany in Europe. He was extremely

paper. He did this for about 2-3 times for
a total of 30-40 prisoners. They were
taken unbound along the path thatlead to
the camp—whether they were tied
together once they were away from the
camp is unknown but an hour or an hour
and a half after they departed—gunshots
could be heard. It is understood that the
executions were carried out in a cave"
(shot of CA reading from a book after
walking down stone steps and now seated
in what looks like a walled field) "below
Gorba's Hillas indicated by the statements
of the camp survivors. The cave has not
been investigated by speilogists to this
day." (GA looks around in a dramatic
way.)

devout attending Mass every morning VO:

with his family in a private chapel built
onto his house. He received expressions
of devoted loyalty from the Churches
including the Orthodox whose murdered
Metropolitan had been replaced by a
subservient nominee".

Chris Agee. Knin. Croatia.

"There is in human affairs a kind of
iron (sic) full spectrum of how any society
handles cultural diversity. Societies can
move very quickly from what we would
call multi-culturalism to" (b/w snap of
women sitting in the back of carts jolting
along the roads) "say a celebration and
co-operation of diversity to integration to
segregation to apartheid to massacre to
genocide that is at least what the 20th

"l imagine my father in Adovna Camp
(Shot of beautiful blue mountains, trees
and church with a Cross) "in evening
shade as he listens to the shootings on
Gorba's Hill. He had arrived in Adovna
from Danivitza on July 17th or 18th. The
camps were already overcrowded and
the executions of the surplus prisoners
had already begun. One evening did Ritz
(? JH) "call out my father's name to send
him off to Gorba's Hill or did my father
lose his life in the final extermination of
the camp? | know | will never find out
but I cannot help but think of my father's

"Here we are in the very reading room
of the old library of the University of
Zagreb where Hubert Butler read many
of the Church newspapers published
during the independent state of Croatia.
He was researching as he put it" (CA
looks down and reads) "What resistance
ifany was made by organised Christianity
to the ruthless militarism of Pavelitch the
Croat national leader and his German
and Italian patrons? Those days in the
Library of Zagreb would prove decisive
days in the life of Hubert Butler." (Shot
of CA greeting a smiling woman who
comes into the room with a big book and
they both sit down. She says and the text
appears on screen)

"Thisis the book you are looking for—
it is the basis for the system of terror"
(Herfirstname is eclipsed but her surname
is Bucin and she is the Archivist, Croatia
State Archives.) "This Decree Law on
the Defence of the People and the State
was pronounced on the 17th April 1941
so CA says 5 days and she corrects him 7
days after. What is the essence of that?
Text on screen reads: "It is very general.
It says that everyone who does anything
against the interests of the State and
against the honour of the People will be
punished and may be by punishment of
death."

last days, last moments." (Shot of CA VO:CA:

again pausing to look around and he then
closes the book.)

century taught us and what the 21st VO: Slavko Goldstein.

century is retelling us. The NDH" (? JH)
"based on cultural and religious conflicts
dispatched with the first six of those
options and moved directly within one

"Altogether, itis very likely that 24,000
people were killed at Jadovna and about
4,000 survived and were transported to
other camps."

month to full scale genocide." (Screen VO: CA:

shot of man doing Hitler salute and on it
is written: 'Pavelitch came to Zagreb

from emigration in Italy where he had

stayed for twelve years, on the 15th April
1941)

VO: Goldstein—First name is eclipsed

and underneath is written .... and
Historian —an elderly man heavily
accented so there is text beneath what he
is saying:

"After the Germans had occupied the
territory of Yugoslavia and he started to
implement his programme of ethnic
cleansing. His .... (sic JH) was the first
killing in the village of Gudovac near the
town of Bjelovar on the 27th April—12
days after he came to power.

VO: CA: (Shot of big road sign 'Jadovno")

"Atthe peak of the transports the surplus
prisoners were kept in the camp itself" (a
shot of men walking along a road with
only two guards) "summarising the
memory" (shot of CA reading from a
book) "of the surviving camp prisoners"
(shot of book1941 The Year That Keeps
Returningby Slavko Goldstein) "vividly
recalls that before nightfall
(unintelligible name: JH) "would separate
8-10 people from the camp based on a list
of names jotted down on a small slip of

"In English two volumes of works stand
out pre-eminently for the treatment of
these terrible atrocities by the independent
State of Croatia. The first is Slavko
Goldstein's magisterial work of History
and Memoir translated from Crodthe
Year That Keeps Returning' and the
second is Hubert Butler'Collected
Balkan Essays'." (Shot of Church Spire—
Eastern style) "Why not let bygones be
bygones they say—if we rake up these
things we'll surely start trouble at home

"This is the manual of the Ustache
Code that led to the suffering of so many
people" (and he goes through book page
by page and now he is alone and he had
two books in front of him on the desk).
"This book led to this book .. much larger.
Reflecting on this stark juxtaposition |
can say that never before have | seen the
dramatic illustration” (here he opens one
book) "into the power of the mind and
especially into those of totalitarian
societies. This book records” (shot of
book's fist page on which is written:

List of Names of the Victims of

Jasenovac Concentration Camp.

1941-1945.
1st Edition.

"simply names, dates of life, ethnicity,
date of death then where those now
murdered stand at 84,000 and they are
still counting.

and play into the hands of Communists VO: RT:

and anyway they are always killing each
other in the Balkans."

(Shot of stunning classically built
Palace). The Sub-Prefect Should Have
Held His Tonguel956. "l once heard an
ambassador in Belgrade argue like that.
And indeed | have never heard a British
or American official abroad argue in any
other way." (Shot of CA in a very lovely
looking chamber) "when in 1946 | went

"Throughout the late 1940's Butler
becomes increasingly interested in this
version of the forced conversions
campaign so what was the Catholic
Church's role in what seemed eventually
to be the slaughter of half a million
Orthodox Serbs."

(shot of CA walking in a green field
towards a rushing river)

to Zagreb and looked up files of the war- VO: CA:

time's newspapers of Croatia where the
whole story was to be read. It was obvious
that no foreign inquirer has been there
before and the library clerks regarded me
with wonder and suspicion” (Shot of CA
leaning in towards camera and speaking
in a hushed voice).

"The site of this camp and this ....
(unintelligible JH) "was chosen very
carefully. You had a Brickworks next to
atrain line beside ariver with deep forests
and marshes nearby. Trains brought the
human beings—the deep forests and the
marshes took their bodies. It was a big



death camp—the biggest outside Greater
Germany. (Shot of CA in a boggy field
with an old train with loads of transport
carriages beside him and his arms
outstretched pointing to both the train
and whatever in on the other side) Poland
and the occupied Soviet Union. The word
'Yesenvats' (? JH) "means place of the
ash trees rather like the German
concentration camp Buchenwald means
‘Birch wood'. Auschwitz and Yesenvats
—aconcentration camp and adeath camp.
These very trees, these very old trees saw
it all—leaving witnessesto the past” (Shot
of trees. Music—Slav sounding).

(Shot of Jacob Agee. Researcher. He is
speaking to a countryman in presumably
Croat. Screen Text:

"And do you know what happened in
this village in the Second World War?
(Translated text reads:) "1943 is when |
was born. 1943." (The man seems agitated
and now a shot of white washed sheets
hanging on a line near him.)

VO:JA:
"Yes, but do you know? Was your

VO:CA: reading from a book

"Archbishop Stepinac tried to be PS In last month's issue where | quoted
neutral. From the beginning he greeted , Neal Ascherson in theondon Review of
even .blessed the indgpenqlent State ofggoks regarding his review of a book
Croatia. He was a nationalist, but Very \p g wirsky: ARussian-English Life 1890-
soon recognised the crimes of the 1939 Ir was of course the great Mirsky

Government. He got the information from . .
the local priest o?the village of Glina" that didn't want the Soviet State to know

(Shot of Prelate blessing people) "that N€ had gone to the School of Slavonic
260 Serbs had beenkilled (extrajudicially) Studies and who, when he went back to
without a court, without a reason and he Russia, was eventually killed anyway as
wrote to Pavelitch a letter. He wrote in being a threat to the State. Butler, | have
the letter: "we cannot kill them and that since learnt was awarded a Travelling
any who is killed must go through the scholarship to Yugoslavia by the School
Courts. of Slavonic Studies in London which
Ascherson had no trouble outing in his

"Many will say that these had at review as "a school of English
worst the embarrassed connivance of theintelligence” | have had great trouble
Bishops... though the concentration gpelling the Croatian name-places and
camps were filled with those who opposed thers so where there are mistakes |
Pavelitch's new order, there is no record apologise and hope you will get in touch
of a Bishop going there for wiolent if K th t Il | should
oppositionto the leader's intervention in It you Knowtne correct spe !ngs. shou
ecclesiastical affairs. ... " also add that Hubert Butler_s translatlon_s
carry the same health warning but that is
for another article when | have finished
with the DVD. JH

To be continued in next issue.

Julianne Herlihy ©

father in this village then?
(Man who is never identified replies
"My father was here—yes."

JA:

Part 2

"And there was a mass Killing in thi
village?"
Man: "Yes, the Ustache killed Serbg

said more and eventually opened his ar
wide—not willing to say anymore but
shot of a ruined church was shown.)

(I must say that | found this to be ve
exploitive and thought the man was ups
but the scene was cut so | really do
know what transpired later.)

5

I willnow look atthe "political criticism'
MSmade by Dr. McNamara of th€atholic
. Predicamentbooks, Catastrophe, 1914-
68' and 'Resurgence, 1969-201#i his
Y Irish Newsreview (28.7.16). It also deals
etwith the other criticisms made by Dr.
N't McNamara. Previous criticism, including
literary criticism, was dealt with in earlier

VO: CA: (Shot of him sitting beside § Pieces.

ruined church)
"Hubert Butler wrote specifically aboul
what happened in this Orthodox parish
Olika (?). In his 1947 ess&yather Chok
compulsory conversionButler cites a
typical leaflet issued by the Catholi

Hierarchy urging the Orthodox to convet.

Abridged the leaflet read$Our Lord
Jesus Christ declared that there shou

At the outset Dr. McNamara ridicules
t the argument that Britain establisHedh

of arena for communal conflict in the Six
Counties that it hoped would provide

C hegemony over the Twenty Six"

leverage over the greater prize, regaining

A Sniper from an Ivory Tower

(this was the text translation given but he

Neither have 'political scientists' com-
mented upon it, despite the knowledge
they undoubtedly have about how states
function.

What other purpose could such aunique
and perverse entity, established by the
greatest statesmen of the Imperial State,
have had but to act as a kind of bait for the
movement that Britain wished to reel in?
Surely it was noftthe better government
of Ireland"or a mere recognition of reality,
as is naively imagined. So why is the
character of NI uncommented upon?

The emergence of the Irish democracy

If he disputes this he should outline the in 1918, which Britain failed to repress by
|g reasons why Britain created something somilitary means, could still be curtailed as

be one flock and one Shepard and thgreinnovative and perverse in the region in an independent expression. Or so it was

should be one Church and one Head
the Church..."

(CA: reading from teFather Choc and
Compulsory Conversion947.)

"... and the chief .... In the Church @
Christ. Members of the Orthodox Churd
we mightintroduce that unity into Croatig
Jacobille has received thousands
conversions into the Catholic Churc
Catholics you will be able to stay in yol
houses and carry on your husbang
...In the Catholic Church you will bg
able to save your immortal soul
according to the sacred words of o
Lord Jesus Christ."

(CA is now very animated and there is
picture of text which states:

of Ireland it retained for the British State in

thought. So the distinct politicalinnovation

1920-1. Thiswas no simple act of Partition. called ‘Northern Ireland’, with its Unionist
Sowhy did Britain construct something sub-government, was created to act as a
in the 6 Counties that no one wanted, prize for Anti-Partitionism, requiring
f Nationalist or Unionist, with its detach- 'moderation' in the movement taking
h ment from the rest of the island and semi- Ireland away from British control and
. detachment from the UK? Why did it not acting as a deterrent to any enhancement
O‘Cjustkeepaholdoftheterritoryitpartitioned of sovereignty attempted in the state
- off from the rest and govern it in the concededinthe 26 Counties bythe Treaty.
r normal way? Also, why did Westminster ~ Having divided the National movement
institute an unprecedented boycott of the and provoked itinto awar aboutthe Treaty,
s Parties of State from its 'Northern Ireland' Britain then withdrew from its pseudo-
Ur region? These Parties of State, funda-state. Control of the false front it had
mental to the governing of the State and itsconstructed in NI was then franchised to
@ historical development, excluded mem- Unionism. This produced the Stormont
bers from NI and this fact has not been era and what is the Catholic predicament

=
<

VO: Slavko Goldstein:

mentioned in a single written history. in 'Northern Ireland'.
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Dr. McNamara calls thisThe central
and very opaque argument, which is
advanced but never properly sustained”
and says thdFew historians would accept
this". Does the author really think that
Lloyd-George in 1920 was able to foresee
thatthe ‘Troubles’ inthe era of Ted Heath,
would allow Britain to supposedly regain
influence in the Republic?"

McNamara has supposedly read and
reviewedCatastroph@ndResurgenchut
all indications are that he did not read
Catastrophethe first volume which goes
into great detail about the construction of
'Northern Ireland' and offers an
explanation about what it is all about.

especially to Unionists and Protestants inimplanted in the minds of those in the
the South, he argued that reunification Treaty State who may be desiring to use
would come about only when the new o stepping stone dfreedom to gain

Free State convinced Ulstermen of the freedom” It would take them away. ever
South's 'loyal association with the British : Y, y

empire’. Until that day, he vowed, Britain step, from the object of their desire, the
would honour its ‘complete obligation [0St Six.

for the defence of Ulster'... Throughout,

Churchill maintained that the best By way of a digression, can | refer to
outcome for all concerned would be \what the writer says next, in McNamara's
Ireland's eventual reunification, albeit as book, about the fate of the Lloyd George

a country firmly anchored to the empire" . :
(pp.134-5. The reference given to Government, of which Churchill was a

Churchill's speech is House of Commons Prominent member:

Debates, 15 December 1921, vol. 149, "... the Coalition's final ten months

cc.175). were punctuated by a succession of crises,
the worst of them taking place in Ireland."

In 1922, when Craig decided to defy

the 1920 Act and end Proportional Now McNamara is &Senior Lecturer

Here is something interesting about Representation in elections, Churchill in International History"according to his
McNamara. As far as | could ascertain, he isthreatened to withhold Royal Assent from University of Ulster biography. He edited
the editor/author of only one publication on the Bill. Craig indicated that, if Westmin- this book and let this statement pass. Has
Irish history (according to his biography on ster refused Royal Assent, he would resignhe never heard of the Chanak Crisis, which
the Ulster University website). Itis the 2012 and take his 'Northern Ireland' governmentactually brought down the Coalition? This
Irish Academic Press bodkhe Churchills  with him. Churchill conceded. It seemed was when Ataturk faced down the British
in Ireland 1660-1965(purchased from to be completely understood by all that it in the Dardanelles, Churchill called for a
Amazon for 1p). McNamara is the editor of was important, in the Imperial interest, to resumption of the Great War to put down
this collection and contributes an article on maintain a semi-detached entity in the Turks, the Colonies refused troops to
'Churchill, the historian of Ireland'And  existence to act as an instrument on thadmplement his order and the Tory 1922
yet, even though Churchill features island. Craig was so confident about this Committee pulled the plug on Lloyd
prominently in the events around the Treaty, that he was prepared to call Churchill's George's Government.

Treaty War and consequent establishmenbluff over welfare and Churchill under- ~ To me that was a serious crisis that had
of 'Northern Ireland's' pseudo-state stoodtheissue soclearlythathe, unusuallya great effect on the British Empire, let
apparatus, and is referenced heavily inbacked down.(see p.139 of The Churchillsalone on the Coalition Government, which
CatastrophdicNamaramakes nocomment in Ireland 1660-1965, Churchilland Ulster it finished. Britain was never again the
on the area he is most expert on! Unionists 1918-25) same afterwards. Ireland was a victory for

Did he not feelThe Irish Newdee In 1926 Churchill told Ulster Unionists  Britain, in comparison.
sufficient enough to read two books at a speaking engagement at the Ulster
perhaps? That would be so academic if itHall: "I cherish the hope that some day all  The idea that McNamara ascribes to
were so! If that is the case, it puts an of Ireland will be loyal, and because it is me that'Lloyd-George in 1920 was able
entirely different complexion on his loyal be united within itself and united to to foresee that the ‘Troubles’ in the era of
description of Catastrophe and the British Empire'(p.151). Ted Heath, would allow Britain to
Resurgencas'these extraordinarily long, I canonly surmise that McNamara either supposedly regain influence in the
wearying, badly written, poorly edited does notread the books he edits or fails td(Republic" is preposterous and a
and frustrating books"The money, comprehendwhat Churchillwas sayingin misrepresentation to provoke derision. So
maybe, didn't make it worth it! the guotations contained in the book helet me state what | am saying.

The argument that 'Northern Ireland' edited. What he is outlining—as clear as  1n1920-1 Britain established the unique
was established to be something it did notday to me—is evidence for the lever theory,and perverse political construction of
appear to be takes up about 200 pages athat McNamara suggests few historians'Northern Ireland' to retain leverage on the
Catastrophe. The evidence is laid out,accept. Churchill is saying that Irish main partoftheisland itwas losing. Lloyd
including the Parliamentary statements of reunification will only come about within George and Churchill probably did not
Churchill, firstdrawn attentionto by Henry the Empire, on nationalist good behaviour imagine what would happen next.
Harrison in the 1930s, in a systematic —and Unionists will be the judge of that:  Firstly, the Empire at the height of its
way, and subsequent events have beetiAnd Pharaoh said you may go, but you powers suffered a great moral defeat at the
shown to have demonstrated this irrefut-won't go very far." hands of the Turks, its Imperial Govern-
ably. If McNamara has another theory ment "of all the talents"gave way to

: . ; So now we can understand why a,
that will account for 'Northern Ireland' he frontier did not appear in Ulster, why the governments of the second XI(& use
» WhY Churchill's phrases). The US then whittled

ShQUId revga_tl itand test it against the O"€British State reduced the 6 Counties to a o .
which he ridicules. away British Power, particularly after
England lost its second war on Germany

In the very book McNamara edited, Unionists were encouraged to makiee
one chapter,Churchill and Ulster g in 1940 and had to be bailed out by the US
and USSR.

Unionists 1918-25, written by Kevin SUPreme sacrificebf detachment from
Matthews states, in a passage abouthe Unionand to take a pseudo-state with
Churchill's support for the Treaty: a simulacrum parliament, and why the Against this backdrop De Valera
"While he maintained that a single British parties of State withdrew. It was enhanced Irish sovereignty against the
Irish state would be a 'great advantage' todll @bout Ireland, not the 6 Counties, in weakened Governments he faced in
the empire, to Ireland, even to Ulster but, Britain's mind and that is what had to be London, which floundered around from

semi-detached status, why the Ulster



crisis to crisis in the 1930s. He did what ation was the South African War and lengthy files from the Irish State archives.
Collins always wanted to do— but in Britain's settlement of it. These vitally reveal that the story concoct-
doing so DeV sidelined the North, Redmondism latched on to this as aed around Taoiseach Lynch by our
resolutely refusing to let it interfere with template for Irish Home Rule and British revisionist academics and Dublin media
the independence of the Irish State he wad iberals reciprocated and began to sees a fraud. And the State archive itself that
enhancing. In other words he sidelined thewhat was achieved in relation to the Boersproves it.
lever (and the Northern Catholics) by going as being achievable in relation to Ireland.
forindependence firstand worrying about Interestingly, Winston Churchill was the  As for "the frequent, unhelpful and
Partition later. most prominent exponent of applying the misguided digressionsthese are to give
This was not the Irish attitude Britain South African template to Ireland in order historical context, something which the
encountered at the Treaty negotiations,to create an Irish Imperial nationalism narrow and blinkered focus of Irish
which was desperate to maintain islandthatwould replace separatism and enhancacademia is keen to avoid, or perhaps
unity at all costs, and which Lloyd George Ireland's contribution to the British Empire incapable of providing, locked as it is,
utilised cleverly to impose a "Treaty' that —a factthat Dr. McNamara makes nothing within the set horizons of Britain.
would divide the national movement on of inthe book he edited on him. Andaslate  The"digressions’'McNamara refers to
the question of sovereignty, representedas 1922 the British, having lost Redmond, are usually explorations around the historic
symbolically in the Oath. began to see Michael Collins as perhapscharacteristics of the English/British State
the real deal of a potential Irish Botha.  and its activities elsewhere. | find these
It was Taoiseach Lynch, in 1970, who | set about reading all the main news- mostinstructive in understanding things—
let Britain again regain leverage over the papers from the time—about 15 years ofas | presume readers will. Granted, they
State which De Valera had ring-fenced them—and particularly thé&reeman's are not usually found in standard
against it by putting the North on the long- Journal and Irish News | then began "Troubles"literature, which has its own
finger. His intervention followed by a searchingoutimperial publications, books, myopic vision and seeks to pin the blame
drastic about-turn in policy, leading to the periodicals, pamphlets etc. internally in 'Northern Ireland’ upon the
Arms Trials, led to the start of a collapse  What | realised was that the world "warring tribes". But what is wrong with
in national culture in the South and guilt before 1914 was very different from the expanding our minds?
feelings about the trouble in the North. world afterit. So | had to get into the mind
Britain saw its way back and skilfully of the Imperial State and that of the Irish  McNamara ridicules the following
turned an unpromising situation into an Party to understand what was happeningstatement made iResurgence
opportunity, as it does so well. from 1899-1914. Much of the history "The policy of Dublin was nonsensical.

'Northern Ireland' again began to ertten afterh1914 (\jNaS fatg”y ﬂaWeId byd If Dublin believed th?lcause of trouble in
function as a lever on the Southern State SOININY the understandings coloured  the North to be Partition and that trouble
as it had always been intended it should.by the subsequent course of history. The wasincapable of being eradicated without
And only Sinn Fein's recent march into forgot_ten wqud. of expe(;ted global  anend to Partition and it was ruling out
the South has begun to push back at thalmp.enal QOm|nat|on had given way to EQ%EZ%OJ I?gﬁg|teoir??ﬁée|\\/|%rlih29\(,v Vgisolft
lever nat|onal|sm_s, commonwealth§ and Resurgence P

' mandates. History began to be written to

Dr. McNamara not only criticises the serve and justify the catastrophic behaviour He says:
literary and political merits @atastrophe  of the British Sta_lte in A_ugus_t 1914 because "It is possible to argue, depending on
andResurgencbut also the methodology: how could the victors live with themselves your perspective, that this was, on the

"The comprehensibility of these Knowing what they had done—even to  one hand, wise or prudent, or on the
volumes is not aided by the method that themselves—if it wasn't? other, wrong or cowardly. The policy
the writer deploys. Long quotationsfrom  So | put full passages in the book, as| was not, however, nonsensical. The
books and documents, which will put off did intoCatastropheto give the reader a writer, almos'g to the p_oint.of_ qbsurdity,
all but the most enthusiastic reader, arefiayour of the thought processes of the lost mbakets sw;eeplng ?nd 5|mptI!st|c.Judgm?tnts
often followed by what can only be . about protagonists operating in an often
described as sweeping and curious VOrld- | used them as an antidote to the terrifying and complex situation.”

typical academic device of twisting the

conclusions. This is combined with . . . . .
frequent, unhelpful and misguided meaning of a passage by revealing only McNamara misses the point, soitneeds

digressions, which greatly inhibit any the part of a sentence. Likewise in to be explained. The Irish State files reveal
coherence and flow." Resurgencdhe reader needsto appreciatethat the Lynch Government were
] ) o what West Belfast was like in 1969-70 concerned thatthe Northern Catholics saw
This method of letting original sources ¢ o Republicanised, another losttheir main problem in the general
speak for themselves is very deliberate sq, ., conditions of life they suffered in the Six
letme explainwhy | use it. About a decade

. - : , . Counties. This inclined them toward
ago | wrote a book calletihe Rise and It is interesting that in McNamara's desiring a British reform of these

Fall of Imperial Ireland It sought to book The Churchills in Ireland 1660-
explain how the Irish Parliamentary Party 1965Winston Churchill's dealings with o b \hjin Government identified all the

went from being anti-militarist and anti- Ireland are completely skipped overbel‘oreiIIS in the North as being connected to
Imperialist at the time of the Boer War to 1918. Why is this when Churchill is so b 4ition and they were concerned that the
being British Imperial war-mongers in prominentinthe Home Rule campaign? IS \othern Catholics did not see it that way.
1914. 1 saw this as a very important trans-it that Churchill's activity is seen of no |\ jiher words, they were not Anti-

formation that had major repercussionssignificance in relation to what happens p_ itionist enough for the liking of Mr.

for Ireland which historians had curiously between 1919 and 1925? What sort of
neglected. The thing that I quickly identif- judgementis that but one bereft of context?
ied as a central feature of this transform- 'Resurgencealso contains sometimes My point was that, if Lynch believed

conditions. The State files indicate that

Lynch's Government.
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thatthe problem of the North was Partition, ~ First of all, Lynch was ndta British opposition party, spiritually aligned with
and he ruled out the use of force to end it,puppet". the occupying power and more often
how was the predicament of the Northern ~ After the Taoiseach made Hiwon't than not ready to make obeisance to that
Catholics to be dealt with? A consistent stand (idly) by speeck/hich exacerbated Eoyver and do its bidding. Yet Adenauer
. . " o . uilt Germany into one of the greatest
approa_ch was the Republican one, th_e situation, he adopted an actm;t pol|_cy and most prosperous countries in Western
employing force to encourage an end towith regard to the North, instructing his  Europe. Can Haughey do the same?"
the Border or, alternatively, a campaign Government and Army to make  (Operation Brogugp.112).
for reform of the mode of government of preparations for incursions in the North,
the North to alleviate the conditions faced preparations which included military ~ ForHaughey, theissues ofthe Northern
by the Catholic community. But Lynch's training at one point. He began a procesgnsurrection, the Republic's sovereignty,
position rejected both of these and of taking the Northern Catholics in hand and the chronic economic underdevelop-
amounted tdmoderation'whichisnota and moulding them into something ment of the South were all inter-related,

policy within itself. It was nonsensical "slightly constitutional® parts of a whole, requiring national
and it began to be seen as such byrtkle N rejuvenation. And he set out to tackle all
Newsas 1970 progressed. But he was rumbled by the British and three. Who can say he failed?

lost his nerve. He ordered an about-turn,

signalled by the arrest of some of those : X
pursuing his policy, and the Arms Trials. 9€SPised Haughey and set out to get him

This drastic act hung out to dry, not only with dirty tricks. Is that a preposterous

those who were pursuing his policy but Suggestion, something completely at
variance with the way Britain operates?

No one in the North will think so.

. Captain Feehan alleged that Britain
| can't see that Lynch wdsvise or

prudent”or "wrong or cowardly“except
in the way that hiSmoderation"was a
substitute for policy and then academia i ! -
has characterised this afterwards as ariS0 negated Dublin's influence in the

actual policy which saved the 26 Counties. NOrth- It produced a vacuum behind the
barricades inasituationwhichhad already Haughey has not been given credit for

ImakeitclearifResurgencehatLynch ~ Peen made a vacuum by Westminster hjs instrumental role in the Peace Process,
could have had a functional policy. This The_Northern Catholics were abandoned,described ifResurgencéor the first time
would have involved recognising the @S in 1922, and left to the mercy of (although I| must credit Ed Moloney for
national substance of Protestant Ulster Northem Ireland". _seeing it also, albeit from the opposite
and giving it formal recognition. At the ~ But this time the Northerners did point of view). Without Haughey it would
same time he should have maintained hisSOMething different, availing ofthe solidarity have got nowhere. In the beginning it was
provisions for the defence of the Northern Produced within themselves by the events of Gerry Adams/Fr. Reid/Charles Haughey
Catholics and continued to guide them Au9ust 1969, and emerged in independentand in May 1987, under Haughey's
toward a resolution of their predicament. Substance as never before. They reachegutelage, it became a going concern with
He should have applied pressure on BritainVithin themselves to deal with their Fr. Reid's momentous letter.

where it was vulnerable, on its insistence Predicament. And the rest is history.

on the perverse and aggravating govern- In his parting shot the sniper from the
mental arrangements it had made for the AS for Mr. Haughey—he made no |vory Tower says:
North. Instead he insisted that Partition Provocative speeches in 1969-70 and "Dr Walsh has contempt for most other

was the problem—when Britain could followed the Taoiseach's orders before the  righ historians. Indeed, he implies that
simply point to the million reasons why it Lynchvolte facehat scapegoated him. And  Byitain has re-educated them since the
was a problem Lynch could notovercome, that is what the Irish jury at the last Arms ~ 1970s (p.90). He will, therefqre, .be
So, when Lynch had to abandon his Trial found, when it acquitted him and his ~ reassured to know that my historical

" . fellow defendants of the charges. training is from the Republic of Ireland
pOSI.'[IOI’l, the only th!ng he could do was J and uncontaminated by these nefarious
go into retreat—with the consequent foreign influences.”

destabilising effect this had within the  Haughey is a hate figure among many
Catholic community in the North. There in the South and you can usually locate o shouldn't be too sure of his
was no Plan B, only a moderate form of their orientation from their attitude to him. immunity. Has he asked himselfwho wrote
Plan A. In 1984 Sean Feehan, the former Irishyq hisiory text books from school, who
Army Captain and founder of Mercier taught him at University in Cork, who
Now, we get to the crux of the Cork Press, compared Haughey’s task asygte the hooks he read as part of his Irish

academic's discomfort witResurgence ~ Taoiseachwiththat of Adenauer’'s as post—HiStory courses? Far frorthistorical

War Ch : o ; "
“Jack Lynch is portrayed as virtually a ** o Chancellor of Germany training... from the Republic of Ireland

British puppet. In contrast, ludicrously, "In one sense the task facing Haugheybeing'uncontaminated by these nefarious
Charles Haughey is described "dlse is almost as great as that which facedforeign influences", it has been the main
only true statesman of Nationalist Konrad Adenauer when he began the gbject of them and the great success story
Ireland” (p.338 of Resurgence). Haughey ISabourz of relt()juilding Gehrmany ﬁftler thhe of the project.

clearly used public office to enrich himself econd World War... The parallel wit ' .

and h?/s cronigs. In hisdefence of Haughey, Ireland is clear. Haughey will be faced And Dr. R"be”'\"‘?’\‘am?r?‘s review of
Walsh gives credence to John Feehan's by... the ruins of hundreds of empty Resurgenceeveals him as living proof of

laughablé®peration Brogubook, which factories, and hundreds more of small that.

claimed that Charlie was the victim of businesses, destroyed by politicians who Pat Walsh
British ‘dirty tricks’ in the early 1980s. were really unable to run a country and

The only problem with this is that when by civil servants who pontificated On-line sales:

the real story of Haughey emerged inthe  nonsense from their armchairs. Haughey
late 1990s, the alleged stories planted by ~ will be faced by a public debt higher per https://www.atholbooks-
Britain barely scratched the surface of capita than that of Germany... Perhaps ]
how corrupt and venal Haughey was." worst of all, he will be faced by an active sales.org




Section D UK Government Financial
Support Page 24
Section E Irish Government Financial
. Support Page 30
Brexit— Land Grabs, Hard Borders, and NEuros Section F Implementation of other aspects

Page 33
It was somewhat ironic that Leo Harry Potter invisibility cloak for their zf the i;ormon:tﬂousetztﬁngtaleEmentt. ,
Varadkar started denouncing potential essential Ulsterishness. It was aninvisib- Ppendices, setling outthe VI EXECULIVE'S

" " . e . . detailed Page 41
land grabs" at a commemoration for ility cloak that the Brits, particularly proposals for specific aspects of

Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith in  Labour, could and did see right through. implementation for which it is
Glasnevin on 21 August. Inthe first place Most of them though didn't get it at all, responsible

because it was Collins who launched theparticularly in the mainstream unionist ) . .
first 'land grab' when he encouraged theparties. With an Introduction from both First

Republican invasion of the Northin May ~ The Good Friday Agreement and the Ministers, Forewords from both Govern-
1922. This helped intensify what proved form of administration that has resulted MeNts and details of their respective
to be an enduring backlash against whatirom it did not take the form of a 'land financial support, the nature of the joint
was then a largely anti-Sinn Fein, grab'. That is because the people wha@Uthority mentioned above is absolutely
Hibernian-dominated northern Catholic were actually present on the ground in ¢l€ar- Itis a quite unique set of relation-
population. Northern Ireland were also represented inSNiPS. and while one state or the other
A second attempt at a ‘land grab' the negotiations which led toit. Andinthe MUSt, itwould seem, in international law
occurred when the Cosgrave Coalition end amajority of the electorate in Northern P& SOVereign, in practice sovereignty is
Government signed the Sunningdale Ireland approved it, even if they could all Shared. There s therefore no comparison
Agreement in 1974 and insisted in the see that it was a very odd arrangemen€tWeen this system of government and
Irish Courts that the provisions of that indeed. the ‘devolved’ governments elsewhere in
Agreement, including the Council of  The government which resulted event- the UK.
Ireland, were not in conflict with Article 2 ually from the GFA, is in essence a form
of the Irish Constitution. That 'land grab’ of joint administration, or authority. ~ 1hedevolved governments of Scotland
was nullified by the Ulster Workers' Though under the nominal sovereignty of 2nd Wales exist in a state of what the
Council General Strike of May that year the UK, which duly picks up the tab and SCi€nce of Mechanics might refer to as a
and once again succeeded in intensifying pretends to act as the guarantor for union-Stable equilibrium’, comparable to that
and with British help;Ulsterising! the ism, the Irish Governmentalso participates WNere @ book rests flat on a table. The
sectarian nature of the conflict as of right as guarantor of the position of C€ntre of gravity of the book is low, so if
The nextcarefully calculated land grab' the nationalist community, a position it YOU raise itat one end or side and release
was launched by Garret Fitzgerald viathehas retained since the Anglo-Irish It @9ain, it will return to its original
Anglo-Irish Agreementin 1985, by means Agreement. equilibrium position. o
of which the Republic first established a  When the 'process' fallsinto crisisfrom 1€ arramgements were instituted by
beachhead in the administration of affairs time to time the two Governments step in L@Pour in Westminster after a modest
in the North. As Varadkhar would have to broker negotiations and whenever this 9€9ree of pressure from nationalist parties,
been barely out of nappies at the time, wemeans stumping up cash, WestminsterPUt Owe their existence and the extent of
can remind him that there was no talk thenobliges, though the Republic has also!N€ir powers entirely to Westminster.
of "respect and consent, by accepting thecontributed for some of its pet projects. hile Scotlandin particular makes noises
identity of the minority tradition and The mostrecent of these agreements is th@2out full independence, it failed to make
honouring their values by finding a special Fresh Start Agreement agreed at the en@?0d on this desire when given the
place for them to thrive, not through of 2015. The detailed contents of the CPPOtuNitytodosoinits 2014 referendum.
assimilation or the crude majoritarianism agreement need not detain us here, butwe Anyone remotely familiar with the
in a border poll"as he spouted in would simply draw attention to the developmentofthe nationalist movement

Glasnevin. The talk then, as John Humecontents page: in Scotland knows that it was born out of,

memorably put it, was abotiancing the and developed_ b_ecause of, the discovery

unionist boil" A FRESH START of North Sea oil in the 1970s. The 2014
THE STORMONT AGREEMENT referendum was held after an unusually

. . . AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
Those associated with this journal and An agreement to consolidate the peace,

its predecessors tried to tell the unionists  secure stability enable progress and offer

sustained 4-year period of very high oil
prices. There had never been a better time

atthetime that, iftthey believed themselves  hope for the nationalists to hold such a referen-

to be British then, they had to stop acting  Contents g“m Z”d ylett it failed to produce the
i i esired result.

UI_sFensh. The_y had tq engage with the First Minister-deputy First Minister— . . . .

British population and its political class Ministerial Introduction A substantial nationalist movement in

who found their pseudo-British Ulsterish-  Foreword from the UK Government Scotland would have to have the moral
ness repugnant and embarrassing, and Foreword from the Irish Government  fortitude to be willing to suffer significant

demand the right as British citizens to ~ Context and Respective Responsibilities material loss for an indeterminate period
participate in the politics of the State by ~_Page 13 _ - of time to succeed, and there is no
which they were governed through the ~Section A Ending Paramilitarism and p,gication that this exists in Scotland or

iy . L Tackling Organised Crime Page 14 . . . . .
political parties by whichitwas governed. o i B'NI Executive Financial Reforms that there is an ideological basis for it to

Some of them, a few, got it, some ofthem 514 context Page 19  eXist. Thefactthatoil prices are today less
pretended to get it, but proceeded to use Section C NI Executive Welfare and Tax than half what they were in September
the arguments we advanced as a sort of  Credits Top-Ups Page 22 2014 merely serves to underscore this
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fact. Scotland will remain, beholden to
Westminster, in its stable equilibrium for
the foreseeable future.

The case of the Northern Ireland
Executive, which is also, somewhat mis-
leadingly, described as a 'devolved’
government (it is in fact something like a
semi-detached government), is quite
different. It came about, after a thirty year
long war, through agreement with a
neighbouring sovereign state and under
pressure from the United States, which
decided that it had better things to do with
Britain's armed forces than waste them on
internal policing. There was also the
realisation that where a relatively small,
but democratically significant, group of
individuals had sufficient determination
and ingenuity to intermittently wreck the
nascent centre of global finance capital
using mostly materials available in any
local hardware store or agricultural co-op,

referendum fundamentally undermines Pope no less—he might be considered a

the Belfast Agreement and other man, as your parents might say, who knows
agreements. Itrepresents amajor setback -+« \what. He responded to Davis

for the political process in the North. .
Brexit will undermine all-Irelang  Brokenshire and the rest and told them that

bodies and co-operation created by the@ Nard border was exactly what they would
peace process and it will harden partition. b€ getting if Brexitwent ahead with Northern
It will have consequences for human Ireland included:

rights legislation which, again, is
specifically referred to in the Belfast and
subsequent agreements.

The agreements, the Irish economy,
the views of the Irish Government and
the wishes of our people have been set
aside by the British government.

The current economic uncertainty is

"l am absolutely mystified, not for the
first time in this debate, about what is
coming out of London... We have been
told by a number of Conservative Party
spokespeople that Britain will leave the
common customs area of the EU. If this
is true, the customs union, which relates

already damaging trade and investment
and causing currency fluctuations which
impact particularly on cross-Border
business and exports. But all of that will
become overshadowed if we see the
imposition of tariffs and the restriction of
free movement of goods, services and
people on the island of Ireland."

The decision by the United Kingdom to

it might be better talking to them, rather disrupt the European Union even further

to sharing a common external tariff of the
EU, will have to be maintained by all

other EU countries with the UK following

its withdrawal. Goods will have to be
checked at borders."

"I would be very fearful that they may
be heading towards a negotiation that
will require a hard Border between north
and south in Ireland. Dismissing this as a
prospect at this stage is ridiculous."”

Itis not often that it is possible to agree

than merely targeting them, or their co- than it has done in the past, by launchingwith Peter Sutherland, but in this case it is
religionists, for extra-judicial execution. an exit process, has destabilised Northerrard to disagree, with either him or Martin
However, the intricate network of Ireland's ‘unstable equilibrium’.  That McGuinness. Misery acquaints a man
international, constitutional and legal equilibrium was achieved, as Martin Mc with strange bedfellows indeed!
relationships, including recourse to the Guinness points out, with the support of The 'hard border' notion however is
European Court of Human Rights where 71% of the NI electorate. Only 44% in NI sometimes bandied about as if it means a
applicable, which have enabled the GFAvoted in favour of Brexit. Is that over- return to checkpoints, watchtowers and
to develop into a viable system of whelming majority in favour of the 1998 nilitarisation of the border. Whatit really
government also give it a 'high’ centre of settlement now to be overturned by the means, if Brexit includes NI, is that, via
gravity and it is thus in a state of what votes of this minority, plus those of the Ey diktat if necessary, but through the
Mechanics would refer to as amstable  rest of the UK, who have no interest or |rish state's own self interest above all, tax
equilibrium like a coin on a flat surface stake in how NI is governed as long as itrevenues will have to stop disappearing
delicately balanced onits edge. Inthe passtays outofthe news and, as far as possiblgnto the North through unlimited cross-
the threats to this inherently unstable out of their pockets? border shopping, which intensifies every
equilibrium have been managed by the In July Theresa May visited Northern time Sterling lurches south.
Governments and institutions involved, Ireland and declared tH&lo-one wants a The Single Market currently facilitates
but Brexit has changed everything, and inreturn to the borders of the pastfespite  and requires this at a massive loss to the
a very succinct and purposeful article in having stated during the referendum |rish exchequerand also thereby artificially
thelrish Timeson 19th AugustRemain campaign thatit wa$nconceivable'that  flatters Northern Ireland's economic
must mean RemajMartin McGuinness  border arrangements with the Republic performance. Any checkpoints are
made that clear: would be unchanged by a Brexit vote. In therefore more likely to be on the Southern
"The island of Ireland is facing the SeptemberMrBrexithimself, David Davis sjde of the border.
biggest constitutional crisis since partition MP, Secretary of State for Exiting the  Customs controls on south-bound
as a result of the Brexit referendum. The European Union, visited NI and stated in commercial traffic will also have to be
negotiations in the lead-up to Easter 1998 article in theBelfast Telegraplhat reintroduced. There will once again be
B e o e “We are clear we do 1ot want & hard delays o hours for tucks carrying cargo
border—no return to the past—and no from Larne and Belfast to the Republic as

within the North, between the North and .
unnecessary barriers to trade. What weqy clear customs. Why, after Brexit, should

the Republic, and between Ireland and . ; : . :
- L will do is deliver a practical solution that . o
Britain. Like a three-legged stool, take will work in everyone's interests, and | the Republic of Ireland subsidise the use of

a"‘_’l_?]y ocn;e IilgFandd I collag)sl?s. look forward to opening the conversation UK ports? - Border towns like Newry, that
te c')tob n ayk(or elfast) agfee'd about how that should operate with my have boomed since the Single Market was
ment, as ithecame known, was endorsed .0 5465 today." introduced, will become unemployment

by 94 per cent of the votersin the Republic black spot in with th ial and nolitical
and 71 per cent in the North. Bunreacht  Nobody, it seems, wants a hard border, 2'aCKSpotsagain, with the socialand politica

na hEireann was amended, institutionsbut how can this be avoided? PeteriMPplications thatinvolves.
North and South were established and 18gtherland, not someone this journal would ~ There is only one solution if cross border
years of political progress proceeded on,rmajly have much house room for, but— trade is to remain as it is, and economic
the basis of that democratic vote. . . .

. . asformer Attorney General of Ireland, former development in the North is to continue,

The decision by the Conservative Party L . S .

to press ahead with the Brexit referendum European Commissioner, former Chairmanand that is, if Northern Ireland remains
was a snub to the agreement. The decisior?f BP, former chairman of Goldman Sachs part of, not only the Single Market, but of
to press ahead with Brexit following the International and financial advisor to the the EU itself. And that can only happen if



it is part of a sovereign state within th
EU.

There is therefore an unimpeachal
case that thele factojoint sovereignty
which now exists in relation to NI shoul
be translated intde jureJoint Sovereignty,
with actual unity and the border poll
would require being kicked into the lon|
grass until such times as there is areali
possibility of it being passed—an actu
legal requirement of the GFA.

A necessary part of such Joint Sov
reignty being accepted by the EU as va
for retention of NI within the EU when th

e Review of "On the banks, Cork city in Poems and Songs"

edited by Alannah Hopkin
I

1 On the Blanks on my own lovely Lee

e

t  Thisbookwas launched onthe evening"History is to blam& It is ubiquitous
g of Cork Culture Night, 16th September, in around the Libraries and there could not
ttighe Cork City Library. It is published by be a more inane title for such a project.
h| Collins press withfinancial supportfrom  The Library authorities should have taken
Cork City Libraries. the advice of another Corkman, Henry
The Editor explains thatthat she divided Ford, gone the whole hog, and declared
that "History is bunk. It comes to the
same thing.

e_
idthe collection into themes and tH#te
L prevailing mood is positive".There is

rest of the UK exits, and also a necess
part of rebalancing the North's econo
and reducing the dislocations caused in
Republic by currency fluctuations woul
have to be that Nl will also join the Eurozon
The Euro is already ae factosecond
currency in NI and no-one will ever refu
to sell you something if that is the on
currency you happen to have on you.
There have already been moves
harmonise Corporation Tax rates betw
the two parts of the island, and touri
promotion is already delegated to a sin
authority, so there is no obvious reas
why industrial development cannot al

be so harmonised. There will be a Foreign

Direct Investment Brexit bonus for Irela
when Britain leaves the EU, that is i
evitable at this point. If the North com

under Joint Sovereignty and the Eurog it

can participate in that and there
rebalance its economy away from i
chronic dependency on central gove
ment spending. Ifitdoes not, its prospe
both economic and political, seem ve|
bleak indeed.

Would all this pass the democratic t
of a referendum? The Brexit referend
showed that, as expected, nationalistar
voted overwhelmingly for Remain. Mor
interestingly, in unionist-dominated are
there was only a very narrow vote f
Leave, with one, North Down, in fag
voting Remain. There is thus a clear sf
within unionism on the matter.

aryindeed a selection of many themes but
y thereis one glaring omission—the political ~ Then there is pure invention and
hehistory of Cork. In this centenary year and naturally this is at the expense of
"decade of commemorationstie would  Republicans. In an entry callé@ulture
. expectagesture atleast to that theme. ButNight' the following lines are included:
as well as the War of Independence being
e a blank, so the Fenian period is also a
blank. There is one tangential reference to
the political.historical theme under
to"Landmarks' called "The men of the
enSouth, whichis based on a contemplation
of that painting in the Crawford Gallery.
leThis ends with the following lines:

"Culture night how are ya,

Do you know what killed culture in Cork?
The republicans,

When they burned down the Opera House.
My God, the old Opera House

What a beautiful building”

Maybe the author is being ironic (it
could be a peculiar form of Cork city
drollery) but more likely he is simply
ignorant of the fact that the fire which
destroyed the Opera House in the 1950s
_ mood of the publication is anything but was caused by an electrical fault. But
"positive"on what that painting represents. neither is an excuse for an Editor to allow
These men’s efforts led to the present daysuch nonsense in her publication. Maybe
Republic. Is that out-moded as well? she will blame’ history' rather than her
With this "dangerous epithet, the Own inadequaciesDon’t waste your
blication shows an odd sense of priori- money on this book.

N"Their politics out-moded
0 Theirinnocence fresh-faced, dangerdus

This indicates that'the prevailing

S

s
n-PU

i ties. The publication contains no less than Jack Lane
four contributions by thdgentle, murder-
ous poet",Spenser, (to quote Sean CONTROVERSY

Moylan). And a further two contributions _There was the following correspondence in
Sston the famine-monger and the eagerthelrlsh Examineon the Opera House burning:
M participant in the killing of pregnant 1. Stoking embers on Opera House fire
a8women at the Smerwick Massacre. "On the banks, Cork city in Poems and

However, with so many contributions by Songs" edited by Alannah Hopkin (Collins
Shim and on him he is clearlyla mode  press) was launched on Culture night at
I' with the publishers. the City Library.

L Bytheway, ofthese four contributions,  One contribution contains the following lines:
IIt.three are about courti_ng his_ wife anq ON€.~ jjture night how are ya,
isatwo-liner entry of histhatjustmentions  po you know what killed culture in Cork?

Joint Sovereignty offers the possibility the Lee. But that qualifies him to be the The republicans,

of the Union remaining substantially i
place with non-EU related competenci
such as Defence being reserved
Westminster. Westminster would als
have to continue to pick up the tab f
government spending until the N

When they burned down the Opera House.
My God, the old Opera House
What a beautiful building”

1 leading contributor to this publication!
S But the Editor had explained thak few
topoets have been naturally excluded
0 because even though they have Cork The Opera House was burned down
DI' associations they have never written aboutbecause of an electrical fault. That can be
| the city. Spenser never wrote about the verified from many sources including the

economy can be rebalanced. Given {hegity either and, whoever the excluded files of your newspaper.

above, thereis arealistic prospect of be
able to obtain a democratic mandate
Joint Sovereignty (even though this wou
not legally be required under curre
agreements) with no 'land-grabbin
involved.

Ndpoets are, | suspect they had more positive Why did the editor allow such an
Or"association$ with the city and county allegation to stand?

d than Spenser ever had. Jack Lane (20.9.16)
Nt

' The publication fits in with the idiotic 2. Missing the point

rubric that Cork City Librarieshasdevised  Jack Lane misses the point when he

Sean Owens

for the decade of commemorations: refers to Culture Night in a contribution
25



from Colm Scully irOn the Banks— CorK
City in Poems and Songs

The character in the poem takes the
persona of a "know-all" or a bore
pontificating in a pub. | think that this is
the obvious meaning.

Both the author and the editor (the
excellent Alannah Hopkin ) are well aware

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Letter sent to Irish Times on 13th September but not published

Neo-Redmondism

Ignoring Britain’s role in the conflict between the two national communities in

| am sure that the Opera House was notireland, as John A Murphy (September 5th) and Kevin Ryan (September 12th) do| gives

burned down by republicans.
George Harding (23.9.16)

3. Opera House Fire Misrepresented
I am glad that George Harding (23.9.16)
confirms that the Cork Opera House was

awrong focus to the debate about the long term implications for Ireland of Britain’s exit
from the EU.
In 1921 the British Government ordained that Northern Ireland should be goveérned
by an unprecedented regional sub-government controlled by the representatives of the
majority community. The resulting unhappy settlementwas used, among other purposes
as a lever for maintaining influence over the rest of Ireland; keeping the whole of Ireland

not burned down by Republicans as statedwithin the British sphere of influence has been a central objective of British policy|ever

in the recently published boolOh the
banks, Cork city in Poems and Sadhgs

since, coming noticeably into play in the early 1970s and again following the Good
Friday Agreement.

because he helps prevent this yarn acquir- In the circumstances arising from Brexit new possibilities have emerged, as Ronan

ing legs as is wont to happen these daysO’Brien argued in an opinion piec&yhy Redmond and Adams have much in comingn

with such matters.

(August 30th), the article that started the present correspondence. As Britain gpes its

I am also glad for his assurance that theseparate way it remains to be seen whether a re-configuration of political boundariges anc

book's editor, the excellent Allanah
Hopkin;" is well aware of the facts. | an

institutions on the island of Ireland can be investigated in the context of relationships
with the EU.

sure therefore he, and readers, would agree Exploring these possibilities represents a more realistic option than the ahistorical

that she has set a new, probably unique
standard in poetic licence in acceptingl a
total misrepresentation of a well known
historical fact in her collection. If not
poetic licence maybe it should come under
the rubric of Comic Opera?

Jack Lane (26.9.16)

A MURDER OF CROWS

You sit in the park
shredding bread
feeding the crows
feathered sharks
they fight one another
though there’s plenty
to see all fed
and what about that runt
thin in poor condition
a bundle of woe
its weakening legs shunted
losing its place
in the feast
as the craw of the plump bird gropvs
you want to feed it
but the murder
forms a border
that's called the survival
of the fittest
which maintains a nation’s ord
re: Darwin still in vogue
as the passive witness
are we too such unreasoning animalg
that we can't intervene in
this society’s pitilessness

[1°)
—

Wilson John Haire
10 August, 201

project of converting nationalist Ireland to neo-Redmondism counselled by Messsrs
Murphy and Ryan.
Dave Alvey

Letter published by Sunday Independent, 14.8.16, but omitting last paragraph

Casement & 'Armenian Genocide'

James Mathers’ letter ‘Casement’s full story’ (7.8.16) is both unfair to Sir Roger and
factually inaccurate.

The view that "Britain was fighting for democracy and human rights" in its war agai
Germany and the Ottomans is frankly laughable. Britain's Great War was a Balance of
Power war waged to destroy an emerging commercial competitor and to absorb the
strategic Ottoman territories of Mesopotamia and Palestine into its Empire.

There is no event called the "Armenian Genocide". "Genocide" is a legal fterm
invented in the 1940s. For an event to be termed "Genocide" there needs to be a rulin
by aninternational court. No such ruling has ever been made. Quite the reverse. Eyropea
courts have recently ruled that arguing there was no "Armenian Genocide" is|quite
legitimate. Genocide in this case is merely an accusation with no legal basis and tanno
be taken as fact. There is no telling historical evidence to support it and much evidence
againstit. The present Pope has no legal authority or knowledge in this sphere. The Pop
of the time, Benedict XV, demanded the release of Turks Britain was attempting o put
on trial for the so-called "Genocide".

The Turks did not "massacre one million Armenian Catholics" as Mr. Mathers alleges.
Around 650,000 Armenians perished in the Great War from all causes, including
insurrection, fighting in the ranks of the enemy, Royal Navy blockade, disease, hunger
and poor conditions brought on by the Allied invasions, flight to the Russians, withdifawal
with the French army in Cilicia or as victims of the mismanagement of the Efivan
Republic, between 1914 and 1923. More Turks and Kurds died in the same period anc
the death rates in eastern Anatolia were comparable with those of the Armenians. $owha
we are talking about is civil war brought on by invasion.

The vast majority of Armenians were not Catholic - they were Gregorian Christians
worked on by Protestant missionaries to change their faith.

Mr. Mathers mentions the Blockade of Germany. If Casement is guilty by association
with the events in Anatolia, on Mr. Mathers' logic how much more guilty are John
Redmond and the Irish who served in the Royal Navy, which subjected Europe to a4 yeal
blockade that killed over a million civilians, mostly women and children?

Dr. Pat Walsh (author of Britain’s Great War on Turkey’
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eyes of legislators and the public generally. :
And yet in the Anglophone world of the Brendan Howlin Press Statement
:Zt)oes USA, Britain and Ireland, the Auditors
are still referred to in the names of the
Stack  yarious Institutes. Apple And
Up . Tax Justice

This is not at all the case in many oth
countries. In Germany, for exampl
Auditors are known and identified a
Wirtshaftsprufeand their basic expertis

poltioal Raview! outined the pistory of 1 1" 1€ 1aw and they normally qual
W y firstas lawyers. Furthermore, in Germal

accountancy as an organised profession e law does not permivirtshaftsprifers

;iioAgg r?ghggf _;/vorlz(ijs.' t'g‘s dc: n.?ﬁ?\é to provide services other than auditing
u y activity W W their clients whereas in Ireland, the US

recording ofﬁnanmaltransactlonsandtheand Britain, the Auditors to a compan

e v co oo Aceaigs s A0 be PaITErs i . fim whch ai
rovides Management Consulting an

lezrlllcerzgc?r%ti On:sps)ee?soglr? db?f:t;?;sﬁuman Resources Services to the sal
usuatly N9 '1aDIMES o iant—which results in a substanti
as on a fixed date each year and showmq: . .

) ! . onflict of interest.

in a Profit and Loss Account the profit or
loss for the year ended on the date of the
Annual Balance Sheet. A social and
professional distinction was established
by the formation of the various Institutes

because these sought to place accountan :
. uge propaganda for holding a referendupmafford to pay them.
on a higher status that 'mere' bookkeepers, gepropag 9 bay

And the Institutes succeeded in this by fo change the Eight Amendment of th

L ) N -7 Constitution. There is no widesprea
requiring their members to exhibitin their demand for such a change. But a wave
examinations a high degree of knowledge '
of subjects other than book-keeping.
Subjects such as economics, commerciaﬁ
law, company law, bankruptcy law and, in
recent decades, taxation law and use o
information technology (IT).

is the Labour Party.

AUDITORS AND ACCOUNTANTS o o
In Government, we insisted on bringing

allowed large corporations to become state
and to avoid paying tax anywhere in the wd
Similarly, at our insistence, Ireland has be¢

improve tax transparency worldwide. In g

almost ©6.9bn in 2015.
The Labour Party has always argued fo

funds our roads, our schools, our hospitals

To be continued next month] welfare system —of all parties we are the

funded and activist state. In advance off
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
Massive interference in Ireland's refe

proposals to improve the degree to which

l,[sion published their ruling which suggeg
hat Apple owed =13bn plus interest to

y a minority—a very small minority of| and I know that every member of the Lah
ke-minding groups which are very] Party has plenty of ideas as to how that m
bviously funded from somewhere othdr could be used to invest in public services|
han the people. In the run-up to the gdy Butlam surprised Whenll hgarsuggest

. that the European Commission represe
marrla_lge referendum last year, the_re w S‘significant left-wing force in politics. | workd
a similar wave of propaganda which, It with the commission in my time in gove
emerged, was funded by tens of millions ment, and far from being left-leaning, it v
of dollars from so-called'charitable | alwaysinmy view an organisation minde
foundations'in the USA whose agendaig serve the interests of the larger coun
to disrupt further society in Ireland i.e. iy rather than countries like Ireland. T
effect to further what in effect seems to

However, if we go back to 1807 we see
in "The Accountant's Guide or a complete
system of Mercantile Arithmetic adapted
to the Commerce of Great Britain and
Ireland' by Donal McSweeney (author

Budget, Labour will be unveiling further

r There is only one party in Ireland that has
held a consistent and enduring commitmept to
the principle of international tax justice—that

to

an end loopholes such as the ‘double Irish’[that

ess,
rld.
nat

the centre of a project lead by the OECI to

art

because of policies such as this, the corporption
tax take in Ireland rose from ©4.6bn in 2014 to

tax

?ustice, and for every person and every company
to pay their fair share. It is tax income that

our
one

most committed to retaining a strong, well-

the

we

enda is now occurring again as we seecollect taxes from corporations that can \vell

Earlier this week, the European Comnis-

ted
he

propagandais being generated inthe megligsh state. The figures involved are staggefing,

our
ney

ons
Nts a
d

n_
as

l to
ries
he

Commission has a vested interest in builgling

also of 'Practical Book-keeping' their own power base in Brussels, ar|d |
published in Corkin 1807 thatthe contentsg.n.age.nda. of chaos. George Soros, Pigejieve their ruling on this matter (regardless
of the book consist of an extensive |I!|or1a|re financier IS reported to have ofwhatthe Commissioner may say in pulflic)
o o .~ said in a leaked email: is an effort to gain European control over
exposition of multiplication and division . o . Irish tax policy-— f the f -

; ; ; If we can bring in total abortion on _policy—one of the few remainipg
as applied to a wide range of commercial demand in Ireland which is seen worldl €conomic leversthatremains entirely a matter
activities, concluding with chapters on -\ " " o country, then we cah for Ireland, and a lever that has supported the
Part.nershlp.s, Joint Ventgre, divisions of move on to do it in Poland ﬁext and theh long-term presence of many big employefsin
profits, design of shop-bills and even a g to other countries.” Ireland for many years.
section entitledPromiscuous Questions It is for that reason that the Labgur
to Exercise'{ not what you might think!).  Billionaire Chuck Feeney poured Party believes that this ruling should|be

millions of dollars into the gay/lesbiar] appealed. Not because we don't wan} the
So the word"Accounting” did not ~ Marriage referendumlastyear. Is he doifigmoney, or don'tbelieve corporations shquld
always have the meaning it has today.it@gainwith the campaignto legalise totgl make a fair contribution, but because{we
This question of the meaning of the word @bortionin Ireland by abolishing the Eight fundamentally believe that efforts to exert
"Accounting"is important to an under- Amendmentto the Constitution of Irelandl European control over Irish tax policy
standing of whatthe Institutes were aiming Which was approved and passed by thewill benefit only the largest EU countrigs.
to represent, because in fact from aroundPeople only a few short years ago. THeEven if this appeal is not successful,|the
1880 onwards the public perception of anfecent campaigns do not stack up atallandCommission has taken the extraordirjary
"Accountantin practicelvas of an Auditor  does it not seem there should be a Igwstep of inviting any country that feels they
and itwas as Auditors of Limited Liability €nacted to makenlawful the funding | should have a share of this tax to comgand
Companies and of Industrial and Providentfrom abroad of campaigns to alter our knock on our door for it—effectively they
Societies thatthe Accountancy professionConstitution? are asking the Irish Revenue Comrpis-
grew into substantial respectability in the Michael Stack © | sioners to become a global tax collector.
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The Refugee Crisis and the real villains of the piece
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Motion 67, from Branch 733, whic

was passed at this year's NIPSA [Northe
Ireland Public Servants' Alliance] Annual

Conference, calledon the incomind
General Council to support the refugg
in their plight through lobbyingj
highlighting and raising awarenes

through the Global Solidarity Committeg".

In the debate, we noted the failure
the mediato properly define and differe
iate between people falling within t
various legal categories and statuses,

seek to enter the country. People, regs

less of circumstances, are too often si
referred to, generically—dsnigrants"
Caught up in this definition, are 'asyl

seekers', 'refugees’, 'economic migrantsrespectable society and the recently p

and European citizens openly availing

the free movement of people, goods &

services, guaranteed by the EU.
Despite the negative public perceptic
generated by certain right-wing new
papers and the assertion tlihese peopls
are adrain on the economyhe reality of
the latter group is outlined in a rep
titted"Challenging Racism: Ending Hate
by Dr. Richard Montague and Prof. Pe
Shirlow. Inthis they point out thaecent
European immigrants in the UK ha
paid £8.8 billion more in tax than thg
have consumed in public services"

What then is a refugee?
A refugee is a person, defined wit
the UNConvention Relating to the Stat
of Refugees 195Who—
"owing to a well-founded fear of beir]
persecuted for reasons of race, religi
nationality, membership of a particul
social group, or political opinion,
outside the country of his nationalit
and is unable to or, owing to such feaf
unwilling to avail himself of the protectio

of that country..."

Because of the well founded fear
persecution, Article 31 of the Conventi
prohibits states from-penalising a
refugee for illegal entry when the purpg
of their entry is to claim asylum”

That legal provision is unfortunate

no barrier to some of the media

manipulating public opinion, b
suggesting that th&efugee crisis"is a
phenomenon created by the attemg
illegal entry to Europe and Britain
particular, of people apparently ‘lured'
the promise of economic betterment, w
are facilitated by a black market, run
people smugglers. That way the pul
can subliminally hear the word "bogu

brt planned interventions made by the US/U

ter conflicts, which have led to the slaught

mentioned.  Just as they have bg
rnencouraged to do with welfare claiman

And yet, an asylum seeker is somed
who has lodged an application f¢
es protection on the basis of the 1951 Refug

Convention or Article 3 of the ECHR. Ip
s other words, they are not '‘economi
". migrants', but rather people seeking
of avail of the international protection
t- afforded only to people in danger
e persecution in their own country.
ho
rd-The real origin of the Refugees crisis
ply But people smugglers are not the onl

b

D

villains of the piece when it comes to the

m "causes of refugees". There are others
]
of lished Chilcott Inquiry has exposed some
ndthem—most notably Tony Blair, who w3
the most vocal cheer leader for the Unit
ns States"Global War on Terror". That "
S- asymmetric'war against an abstract nou
continues without end. The majority of th
world's refugees are the victims of pr

' in Afghanistan, Irag, Syria, Libya, and oth

and displacement of millions of people.
e
by British Ambassador view of Tony Blair
Christopher Meyer, the former Britis

on Tony Blair's support for the Ira
in invasion, in an article in thi2aily Mail on
us 15th June 2014, stating amongst otl
things—
"Last year,.... Tony Blair sought t
justify his decision to go to war by arguin
that Iraq was a far better place for t
removal of Saddam Hussein. 'Think’,
said 'of the consequences of leaving t
regime in power.'

g
on,
ar
S
yy
,is
n
But today,—

"Iraq is descending into such violen
and disorder that its very existence a
sovereign country is under threat."t

of
DN

"So, we are reaping what we sowed
2003. This is not hindsight. We knew
the run-up to war that the overthrow

Se

y destabilise Iraq after 24 years of his ir

rule."

"Forall his evil, he keptalid on sectarig
violence. Bush and Blair were repeateq
warned by their advisers and diplomd
to make dispositions accordingly.”

y

ted
n

by
ho
by be said today about the situation in Sy|

every time the term ‘asylum seeker

is place at present.

en
S.
ne

ee

of
S

n
Ambassador to Washington, commented
|

J

n
Df

Saddam Hussein would serious|y
bn June 1997. In these, the Neo-Cons,

Of course much the same thing could
fia_. = . . )
significant increases in spending

tdefence and for the promotion“pblitical

and economic freedom abroad".

lic and the position of President Assad, pu
s" our media and politics is not in a rationg

Christopher Meyer closed his artig

stating—

"In 1999, in a speech in Chicago, BIflir
proclaimed his doctrine of interventid
abroad in the name of liberal valuesy It
became the philosophical underpinnfhg
for Britain's invasion of Iraqg.

The time has surely come to consjgn
the Blair doctrine to the dustbin
history."

r

C

OThe Blair Doctrine—22 April 1999

' The Blair Doctrine, was announcedjn

f at the Economic Club in Chicago on 24
April 1999. Itwas a speech in which Blgli
effectively laid out the role Britain wou
play in the service of the United States

Yits global interests. He reflectedAt the

=

- end of this century the US has emerge
'rby far the strongest state".

b- He then challenged the principle
non-intervention in other countries, ot
than for the purposes of immediate sgl

Fldefence, stating—

"The most pressing foreign polidg,
problem we face is to identify tHE
circumstances in which we should (
actively involved in other people
conflicts. Non -interference has long b
considered an important principle
international order. And it is not one
would want to jettison too readily. O
state should not feel it has the right
change the political system of anothe
foment subversion or seize pieces
territory to which it feels it should ha
some claim. But the principle of no
interference must be qualified
important respects...."

"l say to you: never fall again for t
doctrine of isolationism. The world can
affordit. Stay a country, outward-looking,
with the vision and imagination that is
your nature. And realise that in Britg
you have a friend and an ally that wll
stand with you, work with you, fashig
with you the design of a future built ¢
peace and prosperity for all, which is
only dream that makes humanity wo
preserving...."

er

e

%he Project for a New American Cent
. Blair's words chimed perfectly with t
Nyision and imaginationdutlined in the
Statement of Principles of the Project
a New American Century, issued on

would go on to senior positions in sevd
n US administrations, described the Uni
ly States as tHevorld's pre-eminent powey’
Sand asserted that the nation face
challenge to"shape a new centu
favourable to American principles a
interests’ This would of course requige



The group stated that the United Stgtesnembership. worse than that.” He reached over onfis
should strengthen ties with its democratic The UK journalist, Yasmin Alibhai desk. He F:'CKed up apiece of paper. And
allies, "challenge regimes hostile to ofir Brown, told theGuardian of one BAP he said, “I just got this down fro

. ' . upstairs’—meaning the Secretary pf
interests and values'and preserve arjd conference: Defense's office—"today”. And he sal

extend'an international orde_r friendly tg "The amount of drink, the way yoli  “This is a memo that describes how welre
our security, our prosperity and olyir  were treated, the dinners with everyone going to take out seven countries in fiffe
principles". whowasanyone... JonathanPowell [Tqny  years, starting with Iraq, and then Syt

Singing from the same hymn shekt, Blair's chief of staff] used to come algt. | epanon, Libya, Somalia, Sudan ajd

Blair had asserted in Chicago— | remember having many an argument finishing off Iran.” I said “Is it classified?
with him beside swimming pools in white He said, “Yes, sir.” | said, “Well don

" Globalisation has transformed our  towelling dressing gowns. ... ltwasmonky  show it to me”..."
economies and our working practics.  that I'd never seen at any confererjce
But globalisation is not just economic{it  pefore. We [the participantsj usedtojoke, ~General Clarke was interviewed agdin
is also a political and securify  This is obviously funded by the CIA."| by Amy Goodman on 10th March 2007 JIn

phenomenon.” : :
"The same is true of trade. Protectigpn-  President Obama'$mpertinent” intru- which he recoun ted a conversation wih
he Paul Wolfowitz in 1991:-

ism is the swiftest road to poverty. Only sion into the Brexit vote in the UK, where
by competing internationally can olr cautioned the electorate against Leaving[the "l said to Paul and this is 1991, | sgd
companies and our economics grow andey s g little less surprising in this light. Mr Secretary you must be pretty hapgy
succeed... And it means using the few ' with the performance of the troops
trade round to be launched at Seattl¢ to Desert Storm. And he said, well yeah, jhe
extend free trade". General Wesley Clarke—RevealstheNeo  g4ig hut not really, he said because fhe
Con Plans truth is we should have gotten rid pf

The British American Project (BAP) "And so a British Labour Government ~ Saddam Hussein and we didn't. And tis
and New Labour had committed the future of the counfry ~ Was just after the Shia uprising in Margh

o e - e States, withits supportalready guarant¢ed then we kept our troops on the sideli
his"Atlanticist" worldview. An article in for any and all military and economic and didn'tintervene. And he said, but ¢

S
- e
theGuardianin November 2004, exposed interventions thought necessary by thern.”  thing we did learn, he said, we learngd
n

t

the role of the British American Project that we can use our military in the regi
within New Labour. This group wgs And the Neo-Cons had a plan, of softs.  in the Middle East and the Soviets woll
founded in 1985 by the US Republican Inacandidinterview with Amy Goodman  stop us. He said, and we have got aljput
administration of Ronald Reagan, withh aon the US TV programm®emocracy five or ten years to clean up all thoge
mission'to perpetuate the close relation- Now, on2nd March 2007, General Wesley Eofvlet client regimes; Syria, Iran, Iraq
ship between the United States gndClark,aretired four-star general, whowas ™' the next great super power corges

: on to challenge us. [O]"

Labour Government in 1997, the Projectduring the Kosovo War, recounted|a  group of people with a policy cou
released a private circular headlinglg [ conversation he had in the Pentagor] in  Wolfowitz and Cheney and Rumsfejd
Swing To BAP"The circular stated, September 2001— and you could name a half dozen otfjer

" . " collaborators from the Project for a Ne
"No less than four British-Americain About ten days after 9/11, | went  American Century. They wanted usffo

Project fellows and one advisory bogrd ~ throughthe Pentagonand Isaw Secrefary  yegapilize the Middle East, turn it upsifje
member have been appointed |[to Rumsfeld and Deputy Secretaly  yown make it under our control. It welht

ministerial posts in the new Labopr  Wolfowitz. | wentdownstairs justto s back to those comments in 1991 ."
government." hello to some of the people on the Joint
Staff who used to work for me, and onefof

One of the key figures in this cabal was the generals called me in.
Peter Mandelson, who masterminded  He said “Sir you've got to come in and
Tony Blair's Labour leadership electionfin ~ talkto me asecond”. |said "Well you'le  aAfghanistan—RAMBO unmasked
1994. Subsequently Blair had hjm 100 busy”. He said "No, no". He says, T first intervention of théGlobal

. o We've made the decision we're going|to " . .

appointed as European C_:omm|53|one for \varwith Irag”. This was on or about tHe Wgron Ter_ror,was_agalnstAfghamsta ,
Trade (2004-2008). Inthisrole, he seryed  20th of September. whichwas invadedin 2001. The mood ppr
as a bridgehead for the interests of the | said, “We're going to war with Iragqp this was prepared by, amongst other thifgs,
Project in promoting Free Trade, Why?” He said,"ldon'tknow”. He saifi changing the closing credit of Rambd}3
Deregulation and the expansion ofthe U ‘I guessthey don‘tknow whatelse to d¢”. which had until then stated*Fhis film is
relentlessly towards the borders of Ruspia. S0 ! said, “Well did they find somg  dedicated to the brave Mujahideen fightgrs

Another member, George Robertspn, gfa()er(rjnazit,l’oanosrlgzclt‘ll\r;g ﬁ%?dalTe tga;' of Afghanistan/'to then reatto the gallant
was Blair's Defence Secretary. Hebecame T are's nothing newthétwa'y. Theyj st people of Afghanistam_i'n the re-releaseg
NATO Secretary General from 1999(to  made the decision to go to war with iraq”. afterthe 9/11 attacksinthe USA, as m@ny
2004 and was able to advocate for NATO  He said, “I guess it's like we don't know Mujahideen fighters formed allegiange
membership for the former Sovigt, whatto do about terrorists but we've dot with Al Qaeda during the civil wa
accession states to the EU. NATO a good military and we can take down following the Soviet withdrawal.
describes itself d# unique and essentigl ~ governments.” And he said *I guess|if  The current Afghan war continues flo
partnertothe EUand there is adeliberae M€ Only tool you have is hammer, every rage - with the Taliban making majffr

. . problem has to look like a nalil. . .

overlap in membershlp of both. So | came back to see him afewweksladvalnces in _Helmand Province, formegly

The Guardianrevealed that BAR later, and by that time we were bombifg ‘N€ld" by British troops. The US Specfl
included a number of prominent UK apd  in Afghanistan. | said “Are we stillgoing  Inspector General for Afghanistan Recqn-

US journalists and broadcasters among its to war with Irag?” And he said “Oh, itls struction, has stated in his recent regprt

The Global War on Terror
and its prosecution
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that "the US-led intervention i
Afghanistan led to large-scale interng

displacement'The report also states tha

there remain'at least 948,000 peoplq
displaced as a result of conflict an
violence"and over 2 million Afghans

cannot return to the country because if i

too dangerous for them to live there.

Iraq

Iraq is in chaos. As Christopher Mey¢

has described above.

Libya

Libya has not fared very well sinc
Hilary Clinton joked of Muammar
Gaddafi's murder on 20th October 2011
"We came. We saw. He died."

ISIS has set up a Caliphate stretchi
125 miles along the coast, with it
headquarters in Sirte, the birthplace
Muammar Gaddafi. It is now unde
challenge from rival militia groupsLe

Figarohas reported that Sirte has becoipne

"a hell on the Mediterranean'More than
two-thirds of its residents have fled. Shop
schools and hospitals have closed. T
Hisbah (religious police) patrol the stree
punishing those who smoke, listentomu
or dress immodestly. Residents are m4
to watch executions in the public squa
Alleged spies are shot and then left stru
up in crucifixion poses. Two riva
governments are battling for control of
country that was once prosperous and
relative peace.

Syria—latest Humanitarian Intervention};

In Syria, the analysis made by thg
Daily TelegraphPolitical Editor, Peter
Oborne, in his column on 5th June 201
is playing out before our eyes—

".... MrCameron made a statement th
dealt principally with the civil war in
Syria....,

“When | see the official Syrian
opposition... | do not see purely

in favour of democracy, human right
and a future for minorities, including
Christians, in Syria. That is the fact d
the matter.”

the Prime Minister has gotitwron
from the start. He massively underestim
ted Assad's support and staying pow

"The Prime Minister would do well t

| read the mea culpa published last we

Dark.
“So what went wrong?” asks M
Dark. “Or, to be more accurate, whe
did we go wrong? How did a on

uprising calling for freedom an
basic human rights degenerate i

even animals?”
"Mr Dark describes how the revolutid

gangsters and fanatics. “This wasn't wj

Al-Monitor, by a pseudonymous writ¢

from Aleppo who calls himself Edwaid

inspirational and noble populgr

an orgy of bloodthirsty sectarign
violence, with depravity unfit fof

D
kin
r

r
re
e

d
Nto

has been captured by a collection|of

hat

we revolted for”, he says in despair at
dreadful fate that has overcome
country he loves, “to replace one gr
of criminals with another”. Mr Dark no
says he has given up on the revoluti
He says that he has seen that the only

renunciation of violence”.

the start. Their fundamental aim
nothing to do with human rights and t
protection of minorities. It was {

S,
he
S,
biC
\|de
e.

ng

Iran's closest ally in the region, a
therefore assert Saudi dominance.

a

at and to some extent the Islamic world,

broken down into two armed camps.
the one side are Saudi Arabia and
Gulf States, backed by the United Stg
and (quietly) Israel. To everyong
enormous embarrassment, al-Qaed
very firmly in this camp.
On the other side are Iran, Hizboll
and post-bellum Iraq, strongly backed
atRussia and China.
Viewed from this wider perspectiv
Mr Cameron's claim to be on the side

?
n
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is patently ridiculous.”

Unfortunately UK foreign policy ha
not much improved with the recent char
f of Prime Minister.

5

y Lebanon
a_

he
he

p
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forward is "through reconciliation andla

S
e

destabilise and destroy President Asgad

d
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Dn
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Lebanon is paying a heavy price for

He

he

He was absurdly contemptuous of tihe Proxy wars in its region, and not just with

Russians (who have outmanoeuvred
all along). Above all, he has failed t
understand the rebels.

".....Mr Cameron has made the mista

usthe sacrifice of its Hizbollah fighters
D the battle in Syria against the murder
fanatics of ISIS. Lebanon, which ha

of taking the Syrian National Coalitio

seriously. They are intelligent, educated

well-intentioned men in suits—hot
guerrillas—and as suchirrelevanttow
is now happening in Syria.

€total population of just over 4 millio

citizens, is housing 1.2 million Syrig
| refugees from a conflict it did not start,
htwell as over 450,000 "stateles|

n

us
b a
L
n

as
s

Palestinians. That's a refugee crisis.

A future built on peace
and prosperity for all?

We haven't seen tHéuture built on
peace and prosperity for aJiivhich Tony
Blair told us in Chicago,'is the only
dream that makes humanity wor
preserving'

What we have seen is ongoing Wests
intervention in the Middle East, each bu
up carefully with its own lead in an
pretext—in Syria "red lines" crossed
chemical warfare, and various other ‘falg
flag' operations. Each prefigured by t
use of Special Forces, like with the SAS
Libya, the use of which at home or abroa
is conveniently not allowed to be disclos
to the UK Parliament. When these 35
"joint covert operationsbetween UK and
US forces, these are again, convenie
placed outside of democratic scrutiny
he USAtoo. We have se@xtraordinary
renditions’; with a disgraceful misuse g

"But armed elements funded ahd Shannon Airport, secret CIA detention a
supplied by interested parties in Sapdi interrogation camps across the world, fhe
Arabia and Qatar were also present frommassive increase in the use "biunter

killer" Reaper Drones and a region awgg
with military vehicles and ordinance le
over or newly provided, for the use of t
latest ally amongstthe various rebel grou

These alliances change so quickly t

"To what extent have Britain arld the LA Timeshad a headline in Marc
America been complicit? It is hard fo 2016 stating—4n Syria, militias armed

judge. What can be said with certainty is by the Pentagon, fight those armed by
that over the past decade the Middle E StoIA

"Tell them they are being attacked."”
The relative political ease with whic|
we can remain at war in successi

R isconflicts, without resolution in sight, whils

blaming the victims for their plight, i
somewhat explained by Hermann Goeri
This phenomenon is possible, becausg
he ventured in his evidence to t
Nuremberg Trials—

"Naturally the common people do

democracy and human rights, and agajnst Want war: Neither in Russia, nor i

pC | P dictatorship, is not merely fraudulent—i
religious grouping; | see a group qf
people who have declared thatthey gre

England, nor for that matter in Germal

That is understood. But, after all, it is t|
leaders of the country who determine
policy and it is always a simple matter
drag the people along, whether it is|
democracy, or a fascist dictatorship, o
parliament, or acommunist dictatorshilg.
Voice or no voice, the people can alwa
be brought to the bidding of the leadef
That is easy. All you have to do is te
them they are being attacked, a
denounce the peacemakers for lack
patriotism and exposing the country

danger. Itworks the samein any countrg."

Jeremy Corbyn- an aside.
Whatever your views on Jere
Corbyn, you'd have to acknowledge,
has been constantly attacked foleck of
patriotism and exposing the country




danger' This is even though he agreg;
with the advice given at the time, by t
Intelligence Services, that invading Irdq
would make Britain and the world legds
safe and he duly opposed the war on quit
sensible grounds, supported of course|b
many of"the common people".

Media 'misdirection’ on the origins
of the current refugees

Despite claims in some of the medja

Press Release

Foreign Affairs

j’Refuse to Reveal

Details of US Military
Use of Shannon

Shannonwatch are gravely concern
by the ongoing refusal of the Departme|

that most asylum seekers trying to get iftoOf Foreign Affairs to provide access t

W

a}

Europe are economic migrants fro
Africa, the truth of the situation is in th
statistics outlined in the most recAsylum
Quarterly Reportpublished by Eurostaf
in June 2016, (dealing with the EU alon
which confirms that —

"Citizens of 150 countries sought
asylum for the first time in the EU in thg
first quarter of 2016. Syrians, Iragis arjd
Afghanis were the top 3 citizenships ¢f
asylum seekers, lodging 102,400, 35,0
and 34,800 applications respectively.'
The main destination countries:

a)
-

"The highest number of first tim¢
asylum applicants in the first quarter ¢f
2016 was registered in Germany (with
almost 1751000 applicants, or 61% pf
total applicants inthe EU Member State
followed by Italy (221300, or 8%), France
(181000, or 6%), Austria (131900, qr
5%) and the United Kingdom (10110

or 4%). These 5 Member States together

accountfor 83% of all first time applican{s
in the EU."

Conclusion
The current refugee crisis and tme

PO

),

information about US military flights
through Shannon. Citing the creation a
maintenance of trust and confiden
between governments the departmenth
said they will not provide records request
under freedom of information (FOI
because it would hamper the internatior
relations of the State.

"It's impossible to see how makin
aircraft details public could affect ou
relations with the US, or any other stat
if what they tell us about the planes n
being engaged in military operations i
true" said Clare Daly TD who made th
FOl requests'Since Ireland claims to bg
a neutral State we should not be allowir]
foreign military within our territory on
the scale thatis happening today. And
should certainly not be doing it withou
informing the Irish people of the detalils.
Clare Daly continued

"The refusal to provide a list of the U
military planes that passed throud

Irish people by giving a militarised sups
power unrestricted access to Shan
and Irish airspace.”

"There is a clear lack of accountabil
in relation to the US military use
Shannon. The Department of Forelp
Affairs’ refusal to reveal what milita
planes has landed follows years of de
about rendition planes that also lande
Shannon. We cannot believe govern
claims that the US Air Force planes
see coming and going are unarmed
not engaged in military operatiorg
especially when the Department ref
to tell us why they are there."

bd
Nt
D

nd
e
hve
ed  In total four freedom of informatio
requests were refused by Departme
alForeign Affairs. The requests sought I
of flights by foreign military aircraft thg
D landed at Shannon between Jan 1st 2
and June 30th 2016. Copies of statist
)t reports received by the Departmentfi
S relation to US military aircraft that fle
L through Irish airspace were also reques
In his response to an appeal of
g original decision to refuse the FOI req
last August, the Deputy Director of t
V€ International Security Policy Section
t, the Department of Foreign Affairs, Robl
Jackson, claimed that the public intefg
in maintaining thémutuality of trust wit
regard to communications between Sta

h outweighed the publicinterestindisclos

Shannon or Irish airspace amounts tqg
cover-up of Irish support for a foreig
military power and an attempt to de

our involvement in ongoing wars o

ainformation about the military flights.
"Our foreign policy is now beinj
dictated by the US and its NATO allid
said John Lannon.

horrors faced by those fleeing persecutipn, aggression in the Middle East. It is i

are a consequence of deliberate US/
interventions that are largely hidden fro
public scrutiny.

Im

DK

direct contravention of our obligations gs

a neutral state, and it makes us compligit
inthe displacement of millions of refugeds

"The US has been invading, bombi
and supplying weapons to groups fight
in the Middle East for the last 15 yeg

and has been using Shannon as a cq
operating base for its operations. If§i
most certainly a matter of public interel

Refugees and Asylum seekers gre from their homes.

deserving of our support and sympathy,

not our suspicion.

The UK is not awash with refugees a
we can and should do much more to h
them in their immediate crisis.

Public opinion and our politicians ¢

N

be won over to the truth and we shoyld

note that all of the Northern Ireland MRs
voted against David Cameron's propo
for military action against Syria in 2013.
Finally, we should be proud that the 2016
Northern Ireland Civil Service— Working
in Partnership Award was won by the Syri
Refugees Operational Planning Groyp,
Department for Communities—for the|r
work in managing the arrival and integratign
of Syrian refugees into Northern Irelanf.
Peace be upon them.
Michael Robinson
NIPSA Global Solidarity Committe
September 2014

AN

ARed C poll earlier this year found that

notjustin terms of foreign policy but al

nd

bIp

Is

57% of the Irish people oppose the Unit
States use of Shannon Airport for milita
transit purposes. The figure excludes t
'‘Don't Knows' which were at 4%.

The poll, which was commissioned
TDs Mick Wallace and Clare Daly la
March, also found that 6 out of 10 Irig
people want neutrality to be enshrined
the Constitution. At present, Iris
Neutrality is a policy choice, decided g
by the Government of the day.

"Having access to details of the scale
foreign military use of Shannon is a matt
of public interest"said John Lannon of
Shannonwatch.

"The covert nature of the US military
use ofthe airport since 2002 demonstral
that Fine Gael, Fianna Fail and Labo
have no interest in protecting Iris

d

y
e

from a security and safety point of viegv.
Every US military plane that pasgp
through Shannon increases the ris
terrorist attack on our shores."
t  There were atotal of 1,109 requesty
foreign military aircraft to land in t
in State between Jan 1st 2015 and June

2016. Of these, a staggering 947 (9
n were from the US.

Shannonwatc

pf 23.9.2014

pr . .
For more information contact

Shannonwatch on 087 8225087 or e
shannonwatch@gmail.com.

Visit website:
www.shannonwatch.org.
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Thomas Johnson and
the 1916 Rising

The Twenty-Second Annual Meetin
of the Irish Trade Union Congress arn
Labour Party opened in Sligo Town Hajl
on Monday, 7th August, 1916. Presideht
of Congress, Thomas Johnson took t
chair to deliver his address. He said:

"Before proceeding with the busineg
ofthe Congress, | feel thatitis my sad d

S

and the working-class movement haye
sustained through the death of those of ¢
comrades whose lives were sacrificed
the recent rebellionHere, herg As a

trade-union movement we are of varig
minds on matters of history and politicd
development, and consequently thisis n
the place to enterinto a discussion asto
right or folly of the revolt, but this we may
say—that those amongst the rebels w

1N

d
1

who have led and inspired some of us wi
the love of their country and their clas
resolved to act as they did with no selfid
thought, but purely with a passion fd
freedom and a hatred of oppressidg
{applausg" (Thomas Johnson-1872-

h
r

n

he

ty

to say a word or two regarding the loss We

ot
he

no
have been associated with us in the pgst

ih (ibid.).

a very active part in directing the labo
movement in the civil life of the countr
under a new regime but Connolly co

) they couldillaffordtolose. We hadlookdd Dublin City Council was Secretary of th
d forward, Johnson said, to seeing him tgkeAncient Guild of Incorporated Brick and

Ir Stonelayers, he was a member of the IR
and took part in the Rising in Dublin wit
n- the Irish Citizen Army. He was disarmej§

ceived that his duty lay in another directipn by British soldiers who then fatall

and 'we honour his work, we mourn his wounded him.

death, we revere his memory'.

previous Congresses, who laid down th

Peter (Peader) Mackemas a membe
ofthe Amalgamated Society of House afjd

"Johnson then made reference to fheShip Painters and Vice-President of tije
many others, some of whom had attendedublin Trades Council. A member of thi

PirlRB, he took part in the Rising in Dubli

urIives inanother field for whatthey believdd with the Irish Volunteers and was killed i
. ~'to be the cause of liberty and democrgcythe fighting.

and for love of their country. n the spirit f *** e

Connolly preparing for execution wh

said to the priest: 'l pray for all men who
do their duty according to their lights', he
asked those present, whatever their vigws

on the war or the rebellion, to rise for
moment as a token of respect for all th
comrades who were brave enoughto g
their lives for the cause they believed i
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Richard O'Carroll, who succeede
Larkin as Leader of the Labour Group

D

Cork Employers'
Federation on the
1916 Rising

(Irish Times, 9 May, 2016)
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The following resolution was una
imously adopted at the meeting of tige
I Council held on Thursday, 4th inst..—
DN
"Resolved:— That the Council of th

1963, First Leader of the Labour Party i
Dail Eireann J. Anthony Gaughan-
Kingdom Books, 1980).
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"He then paid tribute to James Connolly,
Richard O'Carrolland Peter Macken, threle
well-known men in the Irish labou
movement who lost their lives as a resijt
of the Rising. Johnson said that he h;
known Connolly intimately for severa

years since his arrival in Belfast and h4d

made a careful study of his public speechgs,

his private conversation and his writte
work, and considered that there was ne
a man more thoroughly saturated with thje

hopes, the aspirations, and the sufferings

of the working class. By his death, thg

working class of Ireland lost a champio
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Cork Employers' Federation view witl
indignation and horror the shameffl
outrages which have been committed n
Dublin and certain other parts of Irelar|l
by a misguided and irresponsible sectign
of the community, unable to distinguig
between liberty and license, and withojt
any conceivable grievance whatever. TRe
Council desire to humbly convey to Hig
Most Gracious Majesty the King th
expression of their unfailing loyalty."

Copies of this resolution to be seft
to:— His Majesty's Private Secretary, Hf
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Irelang,
the Prime Minister, and Sir J. G. Maxwel}
Commander-in-Chief in Ireland.
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