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The Northern Election Lost In The

Who called the Northern Ireland election that nobody wanted? Wilderness!
In the Radio Ulster commentary during the voting it was repeatedly said that
Sinn Fein. But Sinn Fein only pulled out of government after the SDLP defecte
the 1998 Agreement and formed an Opposition alliance with the Unionist Party,
to profit by directing pseudo-democratic criticism at it over its unprincipled allianc
the DUP.

W8N 25th JanuariHlistory Ireland' held
ore of its 'Hedge Schools' at the London
B |gh Centre orflreland & the UK from
16 to Brexit" with Tommy Graham

The indications were that Sinn Fein would have fudged through the difficu Ef r:yl\lgzlr?rill((\:\::istgzrjrlo?ﬁiﬁggrI\BIOich:;(gi

Arlene Foster’s bungling of the Renewable Heating Initiative matter if the SDLP had n Annedy(Royal Irish Academy'Bocu-

pulled out of Government in order to snap at its heels and had not committed itself O onlrish Foreign Poligyand Martin

post-Agreement majority-rule system in alliance with the Ulster Unionist Party. Mansergh(vice-chair of the Advisory
The SDLP forced the election with its democratic posturing, which made itimpo S“Ei?oup on Centenary Commemorations)

for Martin McGuinness to manage the crisis. The outcome was that it suffered grosio '

in its Derry stronghold while Sinn Fein reinforced its dominance in the Natio Iics)B

community.

Bespite the title, all participants felt
liged to give a potted history of Ireland
since the Union and all agreed the Union
témiled because of British mistakes—failure
to grant Catholic Emancipation with the
Union of 1801, failing the 'Famine' dead,
iofaging the tenantfarmers, failing the Home
s®&uders etc. lIrish history was a series of
doeistakes/failings by Britain.

to b&Vhat they failed to say was that the
same time the people who made all these
tinéstakes created the greatest Empire the
, angfld had ever known. How odd? They
were geniuses in dealing with the rest of
the world but complete fools when it
htd9me to Ireland? Could it possibly be that

continued on iaie 2 continued on iaie 4

. . . . . and freight traffic crosses what will before
BreXIt IrISh fUdge Undermlnes EU SOIIdarIty |0ng bega country outside the Union, Bri-
There are commendable elements inlreland should occupy a neutral spacet@in. This presents substantial difficulties
the Government's Brexit strategy—some between the UK and the EU in the Brexit for both Imports and Exports, as goods
Government Ministers are actively pursu- negotiations. It seems to be beyond theWill be passing through an area with a
ing initiatives in response to the risks, and grasp of the Irish diplomatic mind that, different tariff regime.
official agencies like the IDA (Industrial because of Brexit, close alignment with ~ The answer must surely be that Ireland
Development Authority) and Enterprise Britain and membership of the EU are and Europe have to develop new direct

The SDLP vote held up rather well only because SDLP voters for the most p
no heed of the new, democratic, anti-Agreement policy of its leader.
Northern Ireland is not a democracy, never has been, and never will be.
It is a fragment of a state, excluded from the democracy of the state. The U
community, which constitutes the majority of the population by a small margin, an
it is British, does not want to be included in the democracy of the British state.
not want the Tory and Labour Parties contesting Six County elections. It want
something itself, without having any purpose for it.
The large Nationalist minority, which considers itself Irish, has been shielded fr
seductions of British democratic politics during the four generations since Partiti
it has grown in quantity and self-confidence with its identity intact.

lan Paisley, who was more authentically British than the Unionist Party, thou

Ireland are moving well to take advantage now mutually exclusive. links and expand existing transport routes.
of the opportunities. But the positive work At present the only daily sea link bet-
is being undermined by a diplomatic fudge PosT-BRexiT sTRATEGIC vision? ~ Ween Ireland and the EU is through the

emanating most probably fromthe Depart-  Ireland, as a member of the EU, faces aPort of ROSS"?‘V?! which runs freight and

ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA). The fudge unique problem: the substantial link Passenger services to the ports of Roscoff

is being expressed in the formula that between Europe and Ireland for passengefnd Cherbourg in France. There is no
continued on page 5



the North had always been dealt with by
Whitehall. That was the condition on
which Craigavon agreed to operate a Six
County devolved Government outside the
democracy of the state.
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Newsnighalso broadcasta comment by
Margaret O’Callaghan—one of those
academics from the revisionist South that
Whitehall trusts with academics jobs in
Queen's University:

"I think the developments of the SDLP
and the UUP are quite interesting really—
the ideathat they would have—not aformal
vote-sharing agreement across the sectar-
ian divide—is a progressive development.
Now there are some people have described
Northern Ireland as almost like two
separate electorates—you have almostlike
a Nationalist electorate and a Unionist
electorate—well, if they cooperate in this
way, that changes that to some degree.”

(& [ 21 3 o e
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The empirical fact of two distinct
electorates, each with its own party system,
is one of the two most obvious things about
electoral affairs in the North. The Univer-
sity occasionally flirts with recognition of
it. Butitis notallowed to mention the other
thing at all—exclusion from the democratic
politics of the state.

Labour Commentedited by Pat Maloney
Bus Dispute
Kickback Against Globalism
(pagd 3})
Angela Clifford
If Only (poem)
(pageBT)

Wilson John Haire

There was a second factor (along with
the post-Paisleyism of the DUP) that stimu-
lated the resurgence of Sinn Fein:; Brexit.

There is a strain of timid Nationalism—
it calls itself Constitutional—that has
desperately wished to believe that Britain,
as a world force, had reached the end of its

complicate life for the Nationalist com-

munity by making a deal with Sinn Fein to
make the Good Friday Agreement func-
tional. He brought the party into devolved
government under the Crown.

The routine Unionists saw thissedling
the passThey turned on Paisley, hounded
him out of politics, and even caused his
Church to disown him.

The post-Paisleyite DUP, along with

young pO“tician in Leinster House, tether and had jOinEd Ireland in Euro-
maybe in the late seventies, an old peanism. Itwas disillusioned and shocked

politician from one of the Southern by Brexit. And Sinn Fein knew how to
Counties said to me that he detected inhandle the matter.

the 1977 Election that Civil War politics Brexit precipitated the sea-change

was coming to an end. YOu know—s0 poyeen the 2016 and 2017 election results.

that was the South—I don’t expect the Despite th fi i fth ¢

North to move—maybe not as slow, but espite the emotionalism ot the centenary

not as quick either.” of 1916, nationalism did not have a good
result in the centenary year. The gradual

The“Civil War” political division in ~ decline in nationalist turn-out was not

the post-Faulkner Unionist Party, have the Free State bore no resemblance to théeversed. It was only when there was an
brought Sinn Fein within one seat of being communal national division in the Six imminent prospect of separation from the
the biggest party and have put the Counties. Treatyites and Anti-Treatyites European Union, and the prospectof a hard
Nationalist combination ahead of the always knew that they belonged to the Border within Ireland—along with a
Unionist combination in the Assembly. same nation. They only fought each reassertion of crass majorltanamsr.n.from
other because Whitehall manipulated the DUP—that there was the energising of
Mainstream BBC gave scant coveragethem into it with the threat that, if the the non-British elements of the Northern
to the Election. BBC2'sNewsnight dictated Treaty’ was not implemented, Ireland electorate, including EU nationals,
(1.3.17) gave it a contemptuous eve-of-there would be an Imperial reconquest. Whichleft Sinn Fein 1,168 votes behind the
election slot of five minutes. It noted that And from the very start Dublin DUP: thus just on the verge of being the
the UUP/SDLP Opposition was bidding Governments had to deal with the bread-largest party.
to establish n normal democratic politics and-butter issues.
dealing with bread-and-butter issues. It Inthe Norththe Unionistswereclaimed ~ Whilethe DUP remains the largest party
interviewed Bertie Ahern: as Irish and they denied it forcibly. Collins in the Assembly by a whisker, and will
"Bertie Ahern says people waiting for Made war on them to prove to them thattherefore hold the position of First Minister
normal bread-and-butter politics should they were Irish and they resisted him by this time around, the prospects of a Border
be patient: ‘I remember when | was a force. And the bread-and-butter issue inPoll cannot be too far away. ™



Northern Ireland Election
2 March 2017: Highlights

DUP - 28 seats, 225,413 votes, 28.19
of the vote: down 1.1% on May 2016.
SF
of the vote: up
UUP
of the vote: up  0.3%.
SDLP - 12 seats, 95,958 votes, 11.9% (
the vote: down 0.1%
Alliance- 8 seats, 72,717 votes, 9.1% 0
the vote: up 2.1%.

3.9%.

In addition Jim Allister for the Tradi-
tional Unionist VVoice got 6,214 votes ang
Independent Unionist Claire Sugden gat
4,918. Thus the total Unionist vote was
339,859.

The Nationalist vote was 320,203: thu

the difference between those designated
as

as 'Unionist' and those designated
'‘Nationalist' was 9,656.

Just 11 have been elected to the 'Othg¢
designation in the Asssembly. In additio
to the 8 won by Alliance, 2 seats were wo
by the Green Party and 1 seat by Peop
before Profit.

In the 2016 Assembly the DUP had the

30 votes needed to block votes, under t

- 27 seats, 224,245 votes, 27.9%

- 10 seats, 103,314 votes, 12.9%

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITO

° Divide And Rule?
A statement recently made on German radio (13 Feb) by Jean-Claude
regarding British tactics over Brexit puts the Irish debate in perspective, especi

reported as saying:

"The other 27 [EU member states] don’t know it yet, but the Brits know very we
they can tackle this [Brexit negotiation]. They could promise country A this, country|
and country C something else and the end game is that there is not a united Europ
Now everyone is saying in relation to Trump and Brexit, ‘Now is Europe’s big ch
Now is the time to close ranks and march together.” | wish it will be like this, but
happen? | have some doubt. Because the Brits will manage without big effort to di
remaining 27 member states."
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The notion that Ireland needs to align with Britain because UK trade is impo

As an EU member Ireland is within its rights to impress on Michel Barnier th
national interests threatened by Brexit require as much protection as can be al
the Brexit talks. It is completely unnecessary to cooperate with the British on the
Such cooperation will only be used by the British to undermine EU solidarity.

Junker has the measure of one of the tactics that the UK will employ. Unfortu
2rat this pointin time, he is also correct in believing that the tactic is likely to be sucd
N the British will divide the EU 27 against themselves. So what can be done abou
N Ireland? One simple line of action needs to be taken: the Redmondite caste of n
lehas so many followers in the upper echelons of the Irish civil service and am

leaders of Fine Gael and Fianna Fail needs to be exposed, discredited and

(2]

tant to

the Irish economy seems plausible on first glance. In practice it is a product of the
debilitating Anglophile syndrome that has gripped the Irish elite in recent years.
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Dave Alvey

Fa

cross-community 'Petitions of Concern
feature of the GFA. No party can now
block such Petitions on its own.

The turn-out in the election was
812,783, which was 64.78% of the
electorate, compared to 54.9% in 2016.

T

Thoughts On The Garda Sergeant McCabe Saga

Recently I've beenreadibpnaTeresa more complex, and 'heretics' for much of
Confronts The Spanish Inquisitiothe  the Middle Ages tended to be viewed by

Unionists in Stormont

true tale of the wife of the 17th-century the wider population in the same manner
New Mexico Governor as she tried to many regard 'terrorists' today.

defend herself and her husband against From about 1485 the Inquisition also
changes of secretly practising Jewish began to concern itself with those accused
rituals—a charge that could carry a deathof witchcraft, a crime which came to be

penalty. But were they really 'conversos' regarded with even greater moral horror

or were they victims of a campaign by by ordinary people than heresy. Witches

their political enemies, anxious and willing were assumed to be capable of causing
to use any means to destroy them? harm to their immediate neighbours and
The Inquisition had been set up under inviting evil into society, and few people
the Dominicans in the 12th century to deal mourned their passing at the end of a
with the Cathar heresy, but gained a newnoose or the flames of the fire.
lease of life under SpainReconquista It should be noted that the diverse
when it effectively became a political tool Protestant Churches were even more
in the hands of the Spanish monarchs tozealous inthisregard, executing supposed

forcefully unify a country that had been a male and female witches at a rate nine

patchwork of Islamic, Christian and Jewish times that of the Catholic Church. The

populations and kingdoms. That reach activities of the 17th century English

extended also to Spain's New World 'Witch-Finder General' Matthew Hopkins

colonies. are well known to those interested in the

For many today the Inquisition conjures subject. Hopkins had a commission to

up images of dungeons and torture toseek outwitches and was paid a bonus for

silence 'free thought', an anathema to theeach one he 'discovered'. The system was

21stcentury's obsession with total personalobviously ripe for abuse, and it was later

autonomy, freedom of speech and (belatedly for his many victims)
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conscience. The reality, as always, wasdiscovered that he had secret tools made,
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such as a retracting bodkin, in order to Had they not occurred against a backgroundquickly follow? While accusations in some

‘prove’ his victims were witches. The of well-publicised animosity to McCabe, casesmay well be true, in otherinstancesit's
bodkin retracted into the handle whenthey might have had devastating hard not to think the subtext is that these
pressed against the victim's skin so itconsequences for the man and his family.allegations could be made to go away if a
caused no pain and left no mark. Both They could have quickly evaporated any divorce is granted on the terms sought by the
these were taken as signs the person beingympathy or support the man might have bringer of the accusations; or perhaps simply
tested was indeed a witch. from friends or the wider public. Few people a way to punish a philandering partner and

The witch mania burned itself out by will risk standing up for a person accused of gain sole custody of the children.
about 1750, by which time it had left over either sex abuse or terrorism, for fear of
90,000 people dead across Europe and thbeing 'tainted by association'. Thatwouldbe And now we have Maurice McCabe—
Americas, a rate of about 300 people avery convenient for his detractors and the and perhaps at least one other member of
year over the 300 years it held sway.implications would not have been lost on An Garda Siochana—faced with false
Whether one believes in the supernaturalother potential whistleblowers. allegations of child abuse, and again it is
or not, there is no question some of the difficult not to think of it as part of a
victims had in fact committed the-then  Child sexual abuse represents probablydeliberate campaign to 'get whistleblowers'
crime of witchcraft—either trying to cast the mostmorally repugnant crime possible by hook or by crook. Dona Theresa had to
spells or make pacts with evil spirits and to the modern mind, the one surest totake the stand and defend herself against
so on. When caught, they paid the penaltyleave the accused alone and friendless. Ifjlegations of being'aonversosiithout
of the time. But it is equally certain now Occupies a place in the popular mind thateven any idea the identities of those
that many of its victims had done nothing Witchcraftonce occupiedinthe late Middle accusing her. The book suggests strongly
wrong other than stand in the way of Ages and beyond. Those seeking tothat they were her—and her husband the
someone powerful's political ambition, understand the witch mania will find it Governor's—political enemies, who
greed or other desires—or had rejecteduseful to compare how child abuse is understood theeitgeisof the times well
their desires. Inthe case of Hopkins, moneyregarded in 21st century society. Both enough to see that such charges were the
was the motivator and he lined his pocketsrepresent, for the times concerned, thegnes most likely to be effective in achiev-
(as no doubt did many others) by *finding' most morally repugnant and socially ing their ends. Is it the case that various
witches everywhere he went. isolating crimes one could be accused of.accusations of sexual abuse have replaced

Both represent crimes for which it iS, or witchcraftas'the weapon of choice'ttoe

As | followed the most recent revela- Was, very difficult for certain classes of ynscrupulous in dealing with opponents?
tions of the Maurice McCabe scandal | People to defend themselves against— Nick Folley
found myself thinking of these heretic and Witchcraft for women, sex abuse in tiye
witch trials of the past, and how the moral case of men. Both represent crimes for
horrors and bogeymen of the time WereWhiCh any protestation of innocence can L t I Th
quickly exploited by the unscrupulous to be taken by many as further proof of guit. O_S n e
deal with their enemies or opponents. _ _ _ Wilderness!

It is worth noting that in recent yeafs

McCabe, a Garda Sergeant, was subject{€reé have been a number of high profile . .
ed to several years of what can only becases-where sex abuse or m|sconducthelrpO|IC|eS Were_alllqune dellberaf[e and
termed 'pressure’ for whistle-blowing on @/légations of one sort or another appea tosensible from their view but we;e in the
malpractice within the Gardai, it recently P€motivated by other, oradditional, factoys. end defeated by Irish resistance? Then the
came to light that false allegations of child Dominic Strauss Kahn was a possm@de_tgrmma.nt becomes, not failings of
sexual abuse had somehow been copied angontender for the French Presidency —urjtil British policy but the resistance to and
pasted into 'his file' by TUSLA (the Child accused by his hotel chamber maid of se afefeats of British D0||C|y that e'xplam_ the
misconduct. Though prosecutors |atl rlgth and 20th century failures' of Britain
dropped the case, his bid for the Frenchin Ireland.
presidency was scuppered and he paid alnjost Which view makes more sense? One
$1.5million tothe chamber maid in a separgiteeXplains history and the other explains it
civil suit. Julian Assange founds Wikileakp. @way—nhistory without cause and effect
It also raises the obvious question—who Suddenly he is wanted for rape in Swed n,operating.
else could this happen to? Are any of us saféVNere he had gone, hoping to set up a base .
in our beds, or could we expect to find someforW'k”e_akS-JUStaS HllaryCImton appeas Professor_Kenn_edy. said that he had
overworked pen-pusher had 'inadvertently' 0 be osing the lead in the US presiden aldiscovered his family history recently and
randomly copied and pasted sex-abuse/ace; women suddenly start coming forw rdhis family had got on just fine during the
allegations into our personal data? The first© accuse Donald Trump of being a se st19th century in business between Irefand
we would probably get to hear of it is when poqr, though in that instance it was the and England ar_1d this type of situation had
our doors were knocked on and ourpersonalt'_m'r_]g of accusations that_was of mo eto be r_ecogmsed as well as aII. the
property seized for examination. sg_mﬂcance,_asTrump had tunjselfadmnt dconyulsmns 9“ the 19t.h cgntury. This is

to 'inappropriate behaviour' with women |n the 'balanced' academic view.

The allegation was circulated to opinion the past, in a leaked 2005 recording for Martin Mansergh claimed that Home
formers by the authorities, without Mc Cabe example. Thatthe recording itselfwas leakedRule was amirage. This is a rather glib
being informed of their existence. in the middle of a Presidential race is pf way to describe about half a century of

It is difficult to escape the feeling that course also significant. How many celebrity British and Irish history. Here it seems the
false allegations of child sexual abuse divorce gossip headlines do we hear abputrish were as foolish as the English in
levelled at McCabe were in some way these days where accusations of chjldgoinginfor failure through mutualillusion.
connected to his status as a whistleblower.abuse—usually against the husband |— He then went on to talk about Irish

continued

And Family Agency: the name is based on
tusthe Irish for beginning, anid, meaning
day: new beginninyg

If a clerical error, it seems one of such
gargantuan proportions as to beggar belief.



Independence and apparently this becgme from where his predecessor left off in

inevitable because, by 1918 the wor|d, . heading up trade missions to Morocco and
now led by Woodrow Wilson was all fgr Brexit Algeria, and defending the export of live
national independence. Which of course continued cattle to Turkey. But he is using the issue

begs the question why were the British[sOgearvice to Calais or other destinations. ©f Brexit to add renewed vigour to those
foolish as notto recognise thisin 1918 andrhere are only weekly sailings between campaigns. Irish exports to Africa com-
accept the result of the 1918 Election? ~ork and France, and Dublin Port and posed mostly of agri-food products are
Another failing, | suppose—the pogr France: there are no links between Foynegurrently worth over 1 billion and some
misguided souls. And why did Wilso (Limerick) and Europe. Direct Irish trade estimates project a potential expansion to
himself not recognise the 1918 Election \ith the Continent and America was first 24 billion in the 2020s. Creed is showing
? curbed and then ended by Britain in the that the diversification of foreign markets
Ironically MrMansergh's viewis aperfeft . onial era. is arealistic answer to potential reductions
example of a mirage and with it he has a in demand for Irish produce in the UK.
bigger mote in his eye about Irifh  There has been little discussion of the
Independence than the Home Rulers &ve,roplems posed by Ireland's isolation. NEUTRAL REGARDING BREXIT
had about Home Rule. However, a number of recent Minister- In early December Minister for Hous-
There was much musing about the iy initiatives are worth highlighting. On ing, Planning & Local Government Simon
Dominion status obtained with the sp- January 31st the two Finance Ministers,cove“ey provided an honest summary of
called "Treaty' and how this led on the \ichael Noonan and Paschal Donohoeth® Government's overall approach to
independence as if that was the intentibn.o ynounced that an extra 2.6 billion was BreXitin response to a Dail Question from
Dominions were where the Engli being made available for the capitalinvest-Nia” Collins of Fianna Fail. He said that
colonists ran their states but it was the jant programme that runs to 2021. Askeg!reland will be neutral as between the UK
natives who established a Republic [in 5oyt specific projects, Noonan stated: and the EU in the negotiations following
Ireland. the sign-off of Article 50 (8 Dec, Irish
All the panel seemed oblivious to the "Ifwe live by trade, we needtoincrease Times). By any standards that statement
fact that Dominion status was imposed|in itsﬁibcifi‘gr?ggyn ?:ag%rtsw?&dﬂfe tBeKrZSa;e on behalf of the Government of an EU
1922taeversahe existingindependende .o it of the Brexitgnegotiations, we'l member state was extraordinary.
and prevent it recurring by any and evgry  peed to expand the ports. Our tourist ~ While this is an advance on an earlier
means possible including the launchingof  industry is going very well so airports Position that Ireland would be Britain's
awar. will be important" (Irish Times, 31 Jan). advocate in Europe, Coveney's statement
To achieve independence the 'Tregty' betrays the central weaknessin the Govern-
and Dominion status had to be overcoje An indication of a proposal envisaged ment's strategy. The unusually close rela-
and defeated and there was a military andor one of the ports was given by Minister tionship of recent years between Dublin
political struggle for 15 years to achieye for Communications Denis Naughten in and London has been rendered problematic
that—from 1922 to 1937. Forthe panel pll November. Naughten was quoted sayingand unsustainable by Brexit, but Dublin
that seemed not to have happened hndhatBrexitwill resultin EU border checks can'taccept that it must end. The relation-
political independence just appeared [byWhich will drive up costs for freight com-  ship has been nurtured meticulously by

some sort of unnoticed miracle. panies transiting through Britain into many officials and political leaders from
Europe. both sides since at least the time of the
There was minimum discussion @n "Rotterdam is becoming hugely con- Good Friday Agreement (1998); it has

Brexit as all seemed a bit lost: th¢y gested as the main port of Europe andbecome so embedded in the mindset of
seemed to be waiting for Britainto sortdut  thereis potentialto develop onthe westernDublin officialdom, that, apparently, its
its latest 'mistake’. This reflects perfecily seat;garo: a m?Jor F;ort.att fFO]}m?Shtt:‘a”OSS cannot now be borne. So, official

the current Government's position. \;vr?(ljjfro?ﬁNaosrtarz;\?rrmlzlricpslpﬂy(;{;g;glegstior? business is being conducted under the
The conceptof Ireland seeing Brexitps s to dowhatwe have done for passengeré”us'on that the relationship with London

an opportunity to be taken full advantaie  and have pre-clearance for large freight €N 9o on much as before. At the same
of and an opportunity for it to extend ifs  out of Foynes into the United States" time reality is starting to impinge. We can
European dimension was not somethjng (Sunday Independent, 6 Nov 2016). only imagine whatdivisions are simmering
that occurred to the panel. _ beneath the surface in two key Ministries
Jack Lane No doubt such a proposal will meet the of the Irish State: the Department of the

same response that met the originaltagiseach and the Department of Foreign

proposals for an airport at Knock, a TV affajrs (DFA).

JUSTICE AS AN ASPIRIN channel in the Irish language (TnaG) and f Ireland persists in trying to retain its
_ o a financial service centre in Dublin. All close relationship with Britain, it will make
Under pressure they lift the lid a littlg, three projects have been highly successfulitself an instrument of British machinations

a bit of honesty delivered in a spittlel. The pointis that, faced with a game chang-and be treated accordingly by both the EU
Here a military abuse prosecutiorl, ing development like the UK's exit from elite and the other member states. Such a

there a child sexual arrest resolutién. the Ey, political leaders need to project astance wil put Irish interests at severe

Don't ask for more, new strategic vision. Noonan and Naught-risk. Ireland is remaining in the EU and it

atokenis the ,hlghest score. en are striking the right notes. must therefore defend its interests by

Society isn't ready for an overha building support from inside the EU. In

so get ready to be again appallgd.  Another Minister who is taking approp- the circumstances the idea of staying

Wilson John Haire riate_action_rather _tr_lan whingir_1g about neutral _between Bri_tain and Euro_pe

16 February 2017 Br_exnwoes isthe Mmlste_r forAg_nchture, belongsina com.pendlum of great tactical

Michael Creed. Creed is continuing on blunders of our times.
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CONTINUING LINKS WITH WHITEHALL There are grounds for believing that the is so much taken for granted that it is taken

A recent article in thdrish Times DFA is playing a rearguard action in to be axiomatic. But, if Ireland is to
provided an interesting spin on the currentdefence of close alignment with Britain. develop an integrated relationship with
state of Anglo Irish relations. The article Ray Bassett, the recently retired Irish Europe, this assumption will have to

by Pat Leahy is headetlreland ramps
up campaign to secure a special Brexitin the DFA for 30 years, has mounted

deal". The following paragraph shows spirited defence of the alliance with Britain
that Irish diplomats are being less thaninarticles published in tfgunday Business

honest about their support for the UK's Post (see'A round of the lIrish Brexit
position: debate'in this issue oflrish Political

"Alotof countries don't have bigtrading Revievy. Bassett may be dismissed
interests with the UK. Some are still some quarters as a loose canon but h
using the word 'punishment’,”
senior official. “This is a problem for
Ireland because it is clear that Ireland's
interests coincide with British objectives
to a large degree—not something that
Ireland will stress but something which
the others can probably work out for
themselves”..." (30 Jan, Irish Times).

about a common EU position, we shou
be convening meetingsin Dublin athea

of government level with like-minded
countries such as the Nordics, Netherlandsbudgetary prudence will have to be eased.

Under the sub-headingConstant
contact, the article reads:
"There is constant contact with the
British government.
Despite the clear position—they sound
attimes like instructions—emerging from

etc, that have a powerful self-interest

working on this behind the scenes

» Says one confident that his views are shared by his
former colleagues at the DFA. He states:

Brussels, it is time to do so in a much " ) N .
more open and public manner" (1 Jan, Circumventing Britain, will be needed.

Ambassador to Canada and a senior officiakchange.

a
However, Ireland cannot develop and

expand direct Continental sea and air links
for freight and passengers, relying entirely
on its own resources. Europe must estab-
in lish direct links with Ireland too. Active
e iassistance must come from the European
ommission, in terms of substantial sub-
sidy and regulatory change. All around
Europe allthe maininfrastructure develop-

“Ireland should not shrink from ments have been developed over the
claiming the mantle of Britain's strongest

ally within the EU. Instead of bleating

decades by direct State intervention before
d the EU came into being. If Ireland is to

dsdevelop a whole new sea and air freight
industry, EU regulations on State aid and

in Counteracting the bad effects of Brexit

Britain getting as good adeal as possible.cannot simply be left to haphazard
While | have no doubt our officials are

response. Ajoint effort by allthe European

m partners to link up directly with Ireland,

Brussels (repeated again last week by
visiting economic affairs commissioner
Pierre Moscovici) that there should be no
negotiations with the British until article
50istriggered, Irish Government officials
are involved in pretty much a rolling
conversation with their British
counterparts."

Sunday Business Post).

Britain was instrumental in altering th
original social principles on which the E
was based. It obstructed the objective
European integration over many yea
Now, its decision to leave is regarded

Senior official contact was formalised Mmany commentators as posing an ‘exist
in 2012 when an annual meeting betweentia| threat' to the Union. Otherswould s
top mandarins in both governments wasitas anopportunity to embrace the origir
instituted (it was in London last October), Vision of a social union, with a degree
but, more important, people have the emailProtection to safeguard employmer
addresses and mobile numbers of eactEither way, solidarity is now neede
other. So far did this process go, that itamong EU member states against
was agreed to exchange civil servants forformidable challenge mounted by the U

ﬁ GOVERNMENT BREXIT MEETING

of | attended a public meeting on Brexit
's.on 24th February. The chair was Fine
by Gael TD Noel Rock and the main speaker
pnwas Eoghan Murphy, Minister of State at
bethe Department of Finance. A represent-
al ative of North Dublin Chamber of Com-
bf merce also spoke.
t.  Murphysaid Ireland was in avery good
d position to take financial services business
hefrom London as it had a similar legal
. system and was English speaking. The

temporary placements. These links are
now coming into play: Affairs are working to undermine E

" solidarity in the British interest, they a

We're not negotiating_ But we are in Working against Irish interests which a
constant touch with them, yessays a closely bound up with the interests of t
high-ranking source involved in the EU, and especially the Euro.

contacts with the British. He continued:
In general it appears that the Gove

ment is responding appropriately to t
challenge of Brexit by taking realisti
steps to re-orientate Irish trade away frg
the British market. That realism needs
This excerpt bears the unmistakable be matchedinthe diplomatic arenathrod
stamp of a Government press briefing, a clear acceptance that close alignm
and its timing—it was published on the with the UK is no longer politic. Thd
same day that Theresa May met Endafudge of being neutral between the H
Kenny in Government Buildings in Dublin and the UK is damagingto Ireland's star
—indicates that it was for British as much ing in the EU and an obstacle to E
as Irish consumption. The excerptis none-solidarity. It needs to end.
thelesstelling. That senior official contact
between representatives from both juris- The near-universal use of the Britis
dictions was only formalised in 2012 land/sea route to the Continent for freig
shows how recent is the cementing of theand passengers is symbolic of Irelan

"We accept the rule on no negotiations.
But you have to explore the issues. We
don'tregard it as a breach of the rule" (30
Jan, Irish Times).

Ifelements inthe Department of Forei:J?

n uncertainty around France's future in the
EU worked against Paris.
e The Government had a commitment
re from the UK and the EU that there should
he not be a 'hard border'. However, if there
was a disorderly Brexit, then IMF trade
rules would apply and that would mean a
n-'hard border". (In practice, then, the border
ne commitmentis a statement of intent which
£ might not in the end be realised.)
m The fact of the political problems in the
to North at present had the positive side in
ghthat it let politicians on the Continent
bnrealise that the peace was not fully bedded
down, that there was still a problem, and
U that this justified special treatment for
d-Northern Ireland. The North would be
U recognised during the negotiations as a
special economic/political zone. (Again,
we have to ask as to what will be the result
h of this, practically speaking.)
ht
d's  Murphy considered Brexit as a historic-

over-hyped 'unique’ relationship. over-reliance on the British connection.

It ally very significant event (more so even



than the financial crisis of the last decad
and did not think Ireland could be su
where it would lead.

Would Ireland benefit in the long run
He was not sure. It could pan out in ma
ways.

No matter what, the situation was ve
challenging for Irish Governments no
and in the future.

The Government had been contacti
Governments across the globe to excha

information. Brexit could have implicaf
tions regarding Asian investment in Irg-

land. Murphy had travelled to man
countries to inform Governments of tk
Irish position and to assure there was
stomach for following UK's example b
leaving the EU.

A lot of office space was being made
ready in Dublin and Cork to facilitate

businesses relocating from the UK. Trar

port connections were being upgraded.
New second-level schools, providing

the International Baccalaureatqualifi-
cation which would suit the offspring d
international executives were to be bu

An audience member criticised Murphy

for failing to make the steps the Gover
ment was taking a matter of public knoy
ledge. Murphy admitted there had bee
public relations failure but in mitigatio
said the press were more intent on publi
ing negative stories.

Murphy came across as very much
command of his brief, committed an
highly articulate.

He denied he wa& nationalist" but
said he was in favour of delegation
powers from the EU to regional bodi€
He showed no great enthusiasm for m
EU integration.

Tim O’Sullivan

m Brennan, Professor of Euro

e) Part One

[e

?

hyA Round Of The Irish Brexit debate

[y

M OVERVIEW Catherine Day, called for the debate to be

The Irish Brexit debate received a given a focus wider than Brexit. The next
notable fillip on the first day of 2017 when from the Director of the MacGill Summer
the Sunday Business Popublished a School, Joe Mulholland, invoked the
9 rovocatively anti-EU article by a former memory of Garret Fitzgerald who had
1g‘giplomat, Ray Bassett. The article propos-claimed in 2002 thatin relation to our
ed that Ireland should threaten to exit thesize, no country had benefited more from
EU, and it drew support from predictable the European Union than IrelandThe
Y sources like the columnist, David Mc third came inthe form of aletter responding
€ Williams, and the RTE broadcaster, to Theresa May's Lancaster House speech
N0 Marion Finucane, who invited Bassett on in which she strongly hinted that hard
Y her radio show (8 Jan). It also receivedBrexit with privileged access to the single
support from surprising sources like the marketwas what she favoured. The former
pro-Fianna Faillrish Timescolumnist, Trade Union leader, Blair Horan, argued
Noel Whelan, and the sometime critic of that the UK Prime Minister's strategy
S Irish historical revisionism in thBunday would come undone at first contact with
Business PosTom McGurk. the EU 27. He concluded that Ireland's

future lay with the EU as, "The alternative

Bassett's case also provoked oppositionwould be a return to the UK's orbit and
f notably from Paul Gillespie in higsish  sterling; a cheap food policy that would
I Times column. It may have spurred a destroy our farming and agri-food sectors;
vigorous pro-EU intervention from Ire- and replacing a market of 445 million
land's EU Commissioner for Agriculture, people forone of 65 million” (S&iteback
" Phil Hogan. Hogan's statements in turnpage of this magazine, p29).

/- gave rise to contrary views in the forms of
43 letter in thdrish Timesfrom John O'

Ray Bassett, who received considerable
pean Studiesmedia coverage, especially on RTE radio,
P "at Maynooth, and a dismissive referenceon the strength of hiSunday Tribune

in a column from Brendan Keenan of the article, had a second article published in
in Irish Independent the same paper on January 22nd. Here he
d repeated some of his previous arguments

Three contributions from individuals and made fresh claims against the EU:
with varying degrees of professional other member states like Austria and the
¢ standing published in thieish Timesin Netherlands, he believed, were coming
P' mid Januarytilted the balance of the debateround to a Eurosceptic position; and efforts
S towards the EU side. The first, from a to deepen EU integration after Brexit, he

T

Pr€former Secretary General of the Europeanconsidered, would only damage the EU.

Commission who happens to be Irish,

Afinal contribution to this phase of the

Cork Business
'Forgets' EU

debate came in a statement from a Govern-

Embassy ment source; Dara Murphy, the Minister
Kevin Vickers, Canadian Ambassador for European Affairs, who was quoted as
to Ireland. being concerned about arguments‘thvat

The Cork Chamber of Commerce held ) qition leader Micheal Martin 4
their annual dinner on 3rd February. The did Minister Simon Coveney. All th
highest and the mightiest attended: com-|J..i Tps. Senators and MEP;5' The t

me;qe, civil Tervalr:ts, Chur:ch d|g|r_1|at0r|_es, Bishops, most of the multi-national Exed
media people—all were there. Here is a, . all, excepApple!

list of the big hitters at the top table:

from the European Union or any of t

Robin Barnett, British Ambassador to other 26 member countries.

Ireland.

Agnieszka Kepka, British Embassy Surely even the silliest dunderhead

John McGrane, CEO British-Irish the Chamber could fail to have noti
Chamber of Commerce these absences?

Mark Redmond, CEO American And Cork could have the next Taoised
Chamber of Commerce of Ireland in either Martin or Coveney!

There was not even a minor Executive

should threaten to leave the EU if we don't
get what we want"He said"We are all
aware of the very significant potential
_ negative impact of a hard Brexit on our
economy, but that would be in the
halfpenny place compared to the economic
devastation that a withdrawal from the
EU would cause.Memorably, he des-
cribed the tactic of threatening to exit the
in EU as "taking yourself hostage"

Ce

C <=
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<
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At the time of writing it seems that this
ch phase of the debate has played itself out,
but, doubtless, the contributors will return
to their positions as Brexit unfolds.

Reece Smith, Charge d'Affaires, US Pat Maloney




Clearly, the pundits who lean towards  relationship with the rest of the EU...  between tax revenue and the amount spent
Britain are on the back foot. In the cold We certainly hope we can continue as on public services. In that way the mone-
light of economic reality it makes sense a0 active and supportive member of the 5y, ynion underpinning the Euro would

L . . EU, but we should rule nothing out. If we -
for Ireland to remain in the EU; the logic are determined to stay in atwhateverthebe bolstered by a measure of fiscal

of _Bre_xit is that, in forging new_relation— cost, then our bluff may indeed be called. uniformity across the seventeen Euro
ships in the EU, Ireland must disentangle  |n Brussels, as we saw in the infamous member states.

itself from its recent alliance with Britain. bailout and other matters, Ireland's

Yet that alliance was deeply embedded national interest does not carry much  Due to the gravity of the crisis there
among sections of the Irish elite and there ~ Weight nowadays." was a willingness to support the Fiscal
is always a case to be made that the o . Treaty among the non-Euro members of
achievement of Irish objectives is depend-  One weakness in this expression of thethe EU. Having an EU Treaty, rather than
ent on British good will. anti-EU position is that it is couched in an Agreement among Euro members, was

diplomat-speak: being an active and sup-jmportant at that time because it would
Commentators will continue to grind Portive member of the EU and threatening haye allowed the full force of EU law to be
their axes; influential officials won over 0 leave it are contradictory positions. By mopilised behind efforts to enforce the
to the British worldview will continue to  USing as a ploy the possibility that it may new Treaty. Inthe final negotiations ten of
hold the line wherever they can. In at leastfollow the UK out of the Union, Ireland - the eleven non-Euro states in the EU back-
two scenarios the pro-British case, WOU'@_ be adopting a stance of UK-I|'|<e ed the Treaty, but David Cameron on behalf
potentially, has traction: if the UK is seen hostilitytothe EUatatime whenthe Union of the UK applied a veto against it. The
to prosper under Brexit Irish attitudes may has moved into defensive mode. In arfijsca| Treaty became an Agreement among
change, as Nigel Farage has argued; angiScussion on thirivetime’programme  Eyrozone members without EU support.
the EU itself may founder as individual o RTE radio (23 Jan) former Minister for
member states move towards adoptingEuropean Affairs, Lucinda Creighton, dis- At one stage in the negotiations
Eurosceptic positions, as Ray Bassett isTissed this pointin Ray Bassett's argumenicameron offered to support the Treaty if
arguing. There are indeed times when thePy Stating that threats made by smallerthe EU could providéa written promise
latter scenario seems distinctly possible, Member states carry little weightinthe EU. tha¢ Britain would be free from potentially
but even then the immense advantages of ] . cumbersome European rules and regula
the EU's various cooperative structures 'hat a former lIrish diplomat should tions that could hamper London's vast
and synergies are such that new arrangeEXh'b'_t a predisposition towards SUpPPOTt financial district” (Washington Post9
ments of similar effectwould immediately for Britain as opposed to the EU is not pec. 2011). Angela Merkel's response
have to be recreated. Inline withits history SUrprisinginthe light of the stance adopted\yas clear:"if you want to be part of
and economic interests, regardless of curPy the Irish Government during David gyrope, you must submit to its rules"
rent developments internationally, Ireland's Cameron’s campaign to ‘reform' the EU (ipid). Merkel was satisfied that enough
destiny lies with Europe, not Britain. along Eurosceptic lines. The Irish stancepag peen agreed in the negotiations to
inthat campaign was epitomised in Minis- provide a way out of the crisis and, with
This article will examine Bassett's case ter for Foreign Affairs Charlie Flanagan's the passage of time, she has been proven
and set it in the context of recent EU Statement, made atameeting of the British+ight, yetthe Fiscal Treaty summitrevealed
history, specifically the row over the 2011 !fish Council in Oxford after the referen- the toxic nature of the UK's relationship
Fiscal Treaty and David Cameron's pre-dum (10 Sept. 2016)"We passionately jith the EU. Enda Kenny and his officials
referendum deal with the European Coun-Pelieved that a strong UK in a strong EU \you|d have been well aware of the damag-
cil. Mairead McGuinness's failed bid for Was the best possible outcome for Ireland,ing effect on the EU of the veto applied by
the Presidency of the European Parliamentne UK and the EU" The first part of the  the UK against thEiscal Treatyin 2011.
is presented as evidence that Ireland isSéntence is contradicted by the second
perceived as beintpo close to Britain'  Part: a strong UK in the EU could only CAMERON's DEAL
This round of the Irish Brexit debate shedsMean a weak EU. By supporting David  |nterviewed otDrivetime'(RTE radio,
light on Ireland's selfimage at a rare momentCameron in whatever demands he chos&3 jan), Ray Bassett opined that Irish
of flux. Key extracts from that debate, all t0make, EndaKennyand Charlie Flanagansypport for the UK in the run up to the
expressed at different dates in January 20178howed scant regard for the cause of thegyexit referendum had not been loud
are reproduced fully referenced, and with EU and averted their eyes from the enoygh; it had not been picked up by the
comments where they seemed appropriatedisruptive role Britain has been playing media on the Continent; if greater effort
at the end of the article. over many decades. had been expended by the Irish Govern-
ment at that time, more would have been
2011 FRscAL TREATY NEGOTIATIONS

RAY BassETT's CASE i, M . conceded by the EU; and the Brexit mess
British hostility to the EU has manifest might have been averted.

In hisSunday Business Pasticle Dr. g on many issues but the danger it posed
Bassett, who held senior positions in thefg, the European project was seen most This line of argument betrays an exag-
Department of Foreign Affairs overthirty cjearly in the Fiscal Treaty negotiations gerated notion of Irish influence in the EU
years, basically argued that the Irish negohat occurred in late 2011. At that time the and a skewed understanding of the politics
tiating strategy regarding Brexit should g\rozone's sovereign debt crisis threaten-of the pre-Brexit negotiations. Actually,
be to row in behind Britain. His key points g the global economy. Part of the solutionDavid Cameron gained most of what he
were: was deemed to be adding a fiscal union towas looking for in the deal announced on

“Ireland's indigenous SMEs and its the existing monetary union. In layman's 19th February 2016grexit: UK-EU deal .
labour market remain inextricably linked terms this meant that the members of theagreed as Cameron wins most demands
to Britain. The relationship in these areas Eurozone needed to exert strict control Irish Times, 19 Feb 2016). Onthe contrary,
is still more important to us than our over their public finances, the balance froman EU perspective, a strong case can



be made that Donald Tusk and the EU
negotiating team conceded too much on
key principles underlying the Union in
trying to provide cover to Cameron in
advance of the referendum.

They will highlight his failure to secure
limits on EU migration or give Britain's
parliament a veto over EU legislation”
(20 Feb 2016).

member states trump national concerns
will be imperative for whoever succeeds
Schulz at the helm of the parliament in
January" (24 Nov 2016).

In retrospect it can be seen that the 1h€ perc.ep.tlcl).n that Ireland wéso

The British case for a reform of the EU differences between the UK and the EU Cl0S€ t0 Britain'is very likely to have
was setoutin a letter from David Cameronwere irreconcilable; the aim of achieving Stémmed from the forthright support
to Donald Tusk as President of the ever closer uniotheraison d'étreofthe  'endered by Enda Kenny for the British
European Council (10 November 2015) EU, was always anathema for a majority campaign to reform_ the EU._That policy
under four headings: economic govern-of the UK electorate; and once the issuef'xat'op IS even evidenced in Suzanne
ance; competitiveness, sovereignty, andwvas brought centre stage by being present;',‘%gfgns dirtlﬁlr?i tr;recj)urger:aflieornr;f]?rerxﬁhto
immigration. The EU team held firm to a ed in a referendum, a parting of the ways Britain”. In thg circumstancespit was
principle, listed under economic govern- was likely. Before the referendum it made poIiticaIiy astute on Mairead I\}IcGuin—
ance, that financial stability and super- sense for Irish political leaders to highlight ness's part to distance herself from the
vision should be retained as an area othe disadvantages for Ireland that Brexit Government's alignment with Britain by
competence belonging to the EU: thewould bring, but such a stance needed toemphasising her commitment to “EU
French had argued that, if Britain could be communicated cautiously, given the 27 approach’ But her efforts were in
avoid elements of EU banking regulation, amount of anti-EU feeling in Britain and . ) .
UK-based banks would acquire a compet-lreland'’s relationship with Brussels. The vain. The result c?f the election fo_r th.e
itive advantage. In everything else Came-Irish Government headed by Enda Kenny European Peoples Party(EPP) n9m|nat|on
ron got what he wanted. In three areas théhrew caution to the winds by the wholesale \évf ;e. ?\:' \gtt_as for Ar;’tgrpo ;?Jgn:_(ltaly),
concessions came perilously close tomanner in which it backed the Cameron sou?er (Fia:clg?zsnsa 18 ?c:r A?(Inrj]z Iggz?l-e
compromising the viability of the Euro- Remaincampaign; it erred in putting (Slovenia). Tajani was duly elected
pean Project: the acknowledgement thatarrow short-terminterests beforelreland‘spresi dent iﬁ January 2017
the EUwas a multi-currency aread that  long-term interest as a member of the EU. '
currencies other than the Euro could not
be discriminated against, a principle that
had the potential to inhibit the progress of oF EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

the Euro; the right of the UK to opt outof  The effect in Europe of Kenny's pro-

proposal thatin-work benefits should be payiament (EP). In the Autumn of 201
withheld from EU immigrantantil they

had worked in the UK for four years.

McGuinness's high standing in the EP
was shown on 18 January 2017 when she
was elected first Vice-President, topping
the poll with 466 votes, 88 votes ahead of

Oher nearest rival. When this performance
afis added to the fact that she is popular
6 among Green MEPs, whose votes were
the position of President of the European peeded by the EPP candidate to win the
Parliament became vacant and lobbying presidency, and that she had the tacit

, h id havel electanew President commenced. Onéyacking of the leader of the EPP, Manfred
Dr. Bassett's case that more could haveyf the contenders for the position was an Weber, as being the only woman candidate

been wrung from the EU does not standyrish MEP, Mairead McGuinness, @ for the position, it can be seen that her
up; Donald Tusk and his team could notmember of the same party as Enda Kenny gefeat by Tajani was a rupture from the

have_ been more erijIe or plapatory. If Writing about the contestrish Times expected course of events

EU summit of February 2016, it should be
sought in David Cameron's strategy. The
following extract from an article ifhe
Economistprovides an accurate assess-
ment of the deal agreed at the summit.
Referring to the confidence of EU officials
that the provisions of the deal reducing
welfare entitlements would withstand a
legal challenge, the article states:

MAIREAD McGuUINNESS & PRESIDENCY

"Some EU sources suggest McGuin- The manner in which Mairead McGuin-
ness’s nationality could go against her, ness was deprived of the top job in the
given the perception in some member European Parliament is only the conspi-
states that Ireland is too close to Britain at cyous evidence of the damage done to
a time when Britain’s exit negotiations | -e|and's standing inthe EU in consequence
top the EU agenda. - " L

McGui has dismissed this. Sh of Irish support for British Euroscepticism.

couINness has dismissed tis. SN€ rpatless conspicuous reputational damage

told Thelrish Timesshe was committed has b inflicted in th h o
to an'EU27 approach' to the forthcoming Nas been inflicted in the other EU institu-

negotiations, and said there would be no tions is a safe bet.
special deals for member states—a
message she conveyed to Britain’s Brexit To Be Continued

"What seems less certain still is that
fiddling with benefit rules will make much
difference to the numbers of EU migrants

Dave Alvey

coming to Britain, because almost all of
them come to work, notto claim benefits.
This leads to a broader question, which
is whether Mr Cameron's reform package
will make much difference to British
voters. Bits of it, notably the reassurances
for non-euro countries, are worthwhile.
But nobody can pretend that it adds up to
the fundamental change in Britain's
relationship to the EU that Mr Cameron
had promised. He can expect much
bashing from the Eurosceptic press and
from backbench Tories for watering down
whatthey already saw as pretty thin gruel.

secretary David Davis earlier this week
in Strasbourg.

It seems wishful thinking, then, that
having an Irish president at the head of
the European Parliament during the Brexit
negotiations could be an advantage for
Ireland as it seeks to have its unique
relationship with Britain recognised by
member states.

If anything, McGuinness is likely to
stress her neutrality and commitment to
the EU first as she seeks the presidential
nomination in the coming weeks.

Proving that the interests of all 27 EU

On-line sales of books, pam-
phlets and magazines:

https://
www.atholbooks-
sales.org




10

Roger Casement so-calledmemolwas written by the Winch-
ester and Oxford educated diplomat and
. future ambassador, Francis Lindley. Within
Anatomy of a Lie days the 'memo’ was in the hands of Major

Frank Hall, former Secretary of the Ulster

. - . . Volunteer Force, who prepared a typed
This essay analyses the origins of the (d) As areward ... he will be given a . : . prep yP
) . . T - version for circulatiorl. Hall was born in
homosexual allegation in the Casement high positionin the English Government W :
- .. and... be allowed to carry out with Warrenpoint, County Down and had been
controversy. This aspect appeared suddenly J 10 4 . .
. . L. success a law sanctioning Home Rule. one of the masterminds behind the |Ilegal
when Casement arrived in Christiania on . 1914 Ulst ing G
h October 1914 and it apoeared in a ...would you sanction a scheme... . _ser gunru_n_nln_g rom Germany
§9t t finte .'?.ph o oo Whereby the matter could be so arrangedahich aimed to militarily defy the UK
o;umer: tpr(talf ar:: n eoﬁr.' IS " etga 10N thatevidence could bmanufacturedoy  parliament over Home Rule. He had become
and sen | Oth eI S;%gn Ice Ca samet Wh'gh thde p(iSItloglé)ff the m_aﬂ }NO‘#]d be 3 high-ranking British Intelligence Officer
evening. In the las years no Casement rendered untenabléf you wish for the . special responsibility for Ireland. With

author has analysed this document. names of the persons in Germany who . . -
The document, a purported memoran-  &re interested, I can furnish them at short'eference to the ‘'memo’, Hall wrote: "I am

. . ) notice.” [italics added] awaiting further information on this point,
gxgnl’_ézggg?logf?itcrggdSiérei'gxgrg;ﬁg_c’f (Report to British Intelligence by un- and also as to his habits (natural & un-

- named agent in Germany dated 8.8.15.natural!)". The 'memo' had arrived precisely
lay; its factual content amounts & mere  The National Archives KV-2/6.) where Findlay had intended—in the hands
7%. To supportthe allegation inthe 'memo’ of Casement's SWorn enemies

Findlay later invented the Olsen story

which came in two contradictory versions. The 'MEeEMO' Neither Hall nor Lindley nor Findlay
Both the ‘memo’ and the Olsen story -~ On the night of 29th October 1914, had ever met or even seen Casement. But
alleged that Casement was homosexual. Aviansfeldt de Cardonnel Findlailinister  ith these thirteen fateful words the
year later, when Casement was in prisonyto the British Legation in Christiania, placed conspiracy began: "I understood that his
the British authorities circulated typescript a four-page handwritten document into ye|ations with the Englishman were of an
pages which they said were copies of diarieghe diplomatic bag along with a short improper character".
written by Casement; the content recordedeovering letter addressed to ForeignMinis-  Scrutiny of the 'memo’ reveals 17
homosexual activity over several years. ter Edward Grey. The sealed diplomatic cancellations, and 21 interpolations, some
The ‘memo'and the Olsen story are phasaag was collected by that night by Hugh in a lighter ink or in pencil. Several 'parts
1 and the typescripts are phase 2; they argurmey from the Copenhagen Legation. haye been squeezed in after composition
related by a common allegation which was  Findlay's document and covering letter yas completed. The document is not
intended to destroy Casement's reputationreached Grey the following day and were g4dressed to anyone and bears no heading
The relationship is demonstrated to be onepassed to British Intelligence. The letter a5 Memorandum. Many words are scrib-
of sufficient causation; the allegation in described the four-page document as &yed and almost illegible due to poor or
phase 1 isthe same allegation in phase 2 anthemorandum written on 29th October by non.existent letter formation. Overall the
this is not a coincidence butis the result of aFrancis Lindle§ who had interviewed g al impression is of hastily improvised
shared strategy. The documentin phase 1idler Christensen, Casement's servantgnd untidy work It would be reasonable
demonstrably false and cannot produce trutithat afternoon. The text stated that Christ-tg think it improbable that any diplomat
in the phase 2 document. The harmful ensen showed copied documents and thajouid produce such a document for pre-
outcome derived directly from the phase 2 his un-named master was travelling to sentation to his superior. It is inexplicable
typescripts and indirectly from the phase 1 Germany'about trouble in Ireland'and  hat any crown official would send such a
'memo’ and that outcome was both intendedthat he was an English nobleman who hadshoddy, partly illegible document to a
and reasonably foreseeable from the startheen decorated by the King. The 'memo'tamous Cabinet Minister. Improbable and
The phase 2 typescripts are as false as thaiso included the following} understood  inexplicable—but that is what happened.
phase 1'memo". that his relations with the Englishman an analysis of the circumstances of the
"Sir Roger Casement were of an improper character.” creation of the document will illuminate
There is a curious though ... persistent  The 'memo’ sent to the Foreign Office why and how it happened.

feeling among quite important personsin by Findlay, on 29th October contains . o ]
Germany, that the above is in the pay of handwriting which is often illegible with Firstly the document, which is mention-

the British Government. ...arguments for |ttar and word formation compromised; ed by one Casement author only—Inglis,
this are the following: the document looks untidy and improvised iS extremely difficult to find in The Nation-

a) ... itis noticed that he is received ™ . . . . ; i
int(o )the best circles both officially and With many cancellations, interpolations, al Archives (TNA) because it does not

personally ... corrections. It is not addressed to anyong©seémble whatis usually called a memor-
(b) ... it is noticed that he appears to and the term 'memorandum’ does not2hdum with the conventional identifiers

devote his chief attention to persons who appear. Overall it is very unprofessional From XandTo Y. Indeed it was located

influence ... either the public opinion or gnd does not look like the work of an Only after the personal intervention of a

relations with Foreign Powers. Thathe is y¢qrd-educated diplomat. In the bottom specialist at TNA. It cannot be confirmed

oo oan X120y G g comnerathe ot page,sczed e Casementographersave ot scen
execution. of the’troops onall fronts.  the margin, there appear to be Lindley'sthis documentbutifthey have seenit, they

(C) It is genera"y considered ... that initials—F.O.L.—with the date, but writ- .ChOS.e with One.exception not to mention
the whole story of his attempted assassin ten in a different ink or perhaps in pericil. It Given that this document contains the

ation is an extremely well-laid scheme,  Despite its improvised appearance, thefi'st ever reference to the homosexual
asis proved by the fact that the individual dimension, it is significant that it has not
responsible still remains at his post. Footnotes at end of article. received the attention it deserves. When
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given attention, anomalies, incongruities ing his wife this eveningntailsthat Johnis  covering letter, the presence of Findlay
and a major contradiction emerge. married. If John is not married the statementduring compositioithat evening is a near
Lindley met Christensen at around 2 is false. The truth of the statement is pre-certainty. The many interpolations and
pmon 29th October in the British Legation. dicated upon John's being married. corrections strongly indicate the interven
Christensen returned after the meeting to  Entailment statements cannot be quali-tion of a second person assisting composi
the Grand Hotel and informed Casement.fied or cancelled without compromising their tion before final approval. Itis reasonable
Accounts suggest that the meeting wastruth value. Implicature statements can beto deduce that the document is the joint
relatively short—perhaps 30 minutes.  cancelled and can be qualified. The two work of Lindley and Findlay improvised
In the 'memo' the crucial words are "l sentencesinthe 'memo’ constitute animplicain haste for immediate dispatch. This
understood that his relations with the ture in which the second sentence qualifiesdeduction explains why the so-called
Englishman were of animproper character;the first sentence and then is cancelled inmemorandum lacks the normal identifiers
it is just possible | may have been wrong order to disguise that together they function 'From'and'To'. It never was a memoran
in this, but | don't think so." The second asanimplicature—a suggestion, aninnuendadum in any normal sense of the term. This
sentence has been cancelled with singleunsupported by facts or evidence. The truthdeduction is further supported by Findlay
strokes oneach line. Casement's biographvalue of implicature statements cannot bewriting in his letter of 31st October to
ers have interpreted the first sentence asletermined fromthe statements themselvesGrey "He [Christensehwent over much
the result of an implication made by Christ- Entailment statements convey bare informa-the same ground as he had covered with
ensen to Lindley but none have offered tion whereas implicature statements conveyMr. Lindley on Thursdayevening:*
any explanation of why he might have unstated meaningshich require external (Italics added.) It is undisputed that
made a self-incriminating implicationto a verification. Therefore the ‘memo’ sentencesChristensen met Lindley in the early
complete stranger. The construal by thehave nointrinsic truth value until verified by afternoon. The "ground" referred to in
biographers is also based upon laterexternalevidence. They have the same statufindlay's letter is that covered by himself
remarks made by Findlay who on 30th as gossip. and Lindleythat eveningwhen they
October wrote "with whom he evidently  Lindley's"l understood...fs aselfrefer- composed the four-page document.
has unnatural relation&nd on 31st Octo- ential report which precludes external  The grounds for holding that the ‘'memo'
ber wrote "He implied that their relations verification of thatwhichisreported. Nothing was composed in the evening as a joint
were of an unnatural nature'” and later  can verify Lindley's report of a mental effort outweigh the grounds for believing it
on 24th February converted tlaeged  impression because his words refer to anwas written by Lindley alone earlier that
implication into statementsnade by exclusively subjective invisible state rather day. Evening composition means that it is
Christensen when he wrote “... informer than afactin the tangible world. The written not a memorandum at all, since both
stated the unnatural character of theirwords do noéntailthe experience reported. supposed sender and recipientwere involved
relationstomyselfandLindley’Findlay = Therefore nothing can establish the truth orin its composition. The fact that such an
conjured theinitialinnuendo in the 'memo’ falsity of those words. Statements which unkempbout de papiewas sentthat evening
into an implication the following day and cannot be verified or falsified cannot con- to the Foreign Office indicates that it was
theninto a statementwithout any evidencetribute to the determination of facts. Lindley's composed for that specific purpose and in a
of such implication or statement. sentence does not refer to facts or even tchurry. This is supported by the fact that no
But the first sentence makes no refer-alleged facts; itisinnuendo. But on the basisfair copy was written out or typed up as
encetoany speech actor gesture by Christef this innuendo a defamatory conspiracy would be professional and correct when
ensen which might constitute an implica- was founded. sending Legation documents for the attention
tion. Lindley does not say Christensen Further scrutiny of the 'memao’ reveals of Foreign Secretary Edward Grey. To this
made any implication; he sayis under incongruities which indicate that the plot must be added the observation that Lindley
stood..."which refers to his own mental began in Oslo on the evening of 29th did not need to write any 'memo’ to a
process during or after the encounter. HeOctober 1914. By definition, conspiracy colleague inthe same office whom he would
attributes nothing to Christensen. The requires at least two persons and scrutinyin any case see in person later that same day.
sentence merely reports a subjectiveindicates that Findlay was co-author of (See Appendix Il.)

mental impression without explanatory the 'memo’. On 30th and 31st October Findlay wrote

ewdgn_ce to give it _coptext. The second A highly significant anomaly is the two drafts and two letters to Grey at the
qualifying sentence indicates that no clear . . . . .
. : . verb tense used in the qualifying sentenceForeign Office, three of which refer to the
signals were perceived by Lindley. Both "~ " ) , Vo . X .
. ) —"l may have beenwrong..."—which  'memao'. Itis clear from Findlay's unfinish-
sentences require analysis. . . . :
indicates that the words were written in a ed short draft of 30th October that this was
The concept of implicature developed by later time frame distinct from the time of written afterthe 11 am meeting with Christ-
H.P. Grice allows a deeper understanding ofthe meeting. If these words were written ensen and before the 3 pm meeting but the
how these sentences function logically andin the same time frame as the event, itdraft does not refer to any implication by
semantically’. Implicature is a technical would be more natural to write 'l may be Christensen to him at that 11 am meeting.
term in linguistics which refers to what is wrong...". For precision, the two time In that draft, Findlay wrote "with whom
suggested in an utterance, even thoughframes are a) the meeting at around 2 pnmheevidentlyhas unnatural relations" which
neither expressed nor strictly implied. and the minutes after, and b) later thatrefers only to the 'memo’ of 29th sirthes
Example: 'John is meeting a woman this evening of 29th several hours after theallegation wouldhot be 'evident' to Grey
evening.' This suggests that the unidentifiedmeeting. The tense used strongly indicatesexceptfrom the 'memo’ already sent to
woman is not his mother, sister or wife. By the evening time frame as the time of thehim. Therefore this idea of a confirming
not identifying the woman, the speaker tacitly hasty composition of the document. Sinceimplication made at the 11 am meeting on
invites the hearer tassumethat John is the document, despite its improvised look, 30th came to Findlagfterhe had written
involved with the woman. was placed in the diplomatic bag that the incomplete draft letter following that
By contrast, the statement 'John is meet-evening by Findlay along withis brief 11 am meeting. The implication allegedly
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made by Christensen on 30th appears onlthe memo states clearly on page 2 thaframework for the innuendo.
on 31st when Findlay wrote the longer only two letters were allegedly copiedand  The probability of Findlay's claims that
draft letter to Grey. Neither the draft of shown. "There were four letters and my Christensen made a self-incriminating
30th northefirst shortletter of 31stmentions informant steamed them open (beforeimplication (later a statement) of homo-
any implication made by Christensen at returning them) and had made pencil sexual conduct can be safely left to the
either meeting on 30th. For greater copies (of two) which he showed me." impartial reader's judgment based on his/
precision: Findlayfirsttwo writtenrecords ~ (Parentheses added to indicate interpolaher knowledge of human nature and on
after his meetings with Christensen do nottions.) The page 4 affirmation contradicts common sense. Equally, the probability
record any implication aboutunnaturalrela the alleged fact on page 2. This means thajudgment can be based on the record of
tionsmade to himSince theshort letterof  Lindley claims he saw a third copy letter Findlay's overall integrityvis-a-vis the
31st was written after both meetings on which he also states did not exist. Page Zalse 'memo' and his later attempts to
30th and omits any implication, a rational and page 4 cannot both be true but bothcorroborate this.
person would deduce that no implication can be false. Page 2 was writtegfore
was made at either meeting. page 4 and whether page 2 is false or true OLSEN

However, in his second much longer it follows that page 4 is falseThe In March 1915, Findlay sent a letter to
letter to Grey on 31st, Findlay wrote "He affirmations on page 4 refer to three copy Arthur Nicolson at the Foreign Office
implied that their relations were of an letters allegedly shown. The demonstratedwhich contained his account of events on
unnatural natureand that consequently falsity of page 4 entails the falsity of page the night of Casement's arrival in The
he had great power over this man who2. Therefore no copy letters were shown.Grand Hotel on 29th October 19%5.
trusted him absolutely.” (Italics added) It~ This contradiction has implications Findlay was not presentin the hotel but he
is not clear which meeting is referred to. which reach beyond the veridical status ofreported his source as an un-named
On page 4 of the eight-page draft of thatthe 'memao' itself and those implications informant, a person with "private interests"
letter Findlay's first version of the above compromise the drafts and letters sub-who would identify himself only "if
sentence reveals three corrections includ-sequently written by Findlay in support of absolutely necessary". According to
ing "their relations were improper" with the 'memo'. The detail about copy lettersFindlay, the informant was witness to
the word 'improper' inexplicably cancelled in the 'memo’ amounts to 56% of the compromising behaviour in Casement's
and replaced by the incongruous "of anoverall length of 463 words and that detail room at around 2 am on 29th October,
unnatural nature". By this 'correction' has been demonstrated as false. (Wordl914. Christensen was present.
Findlay avoided repetition of the word count of the 'memo' includes all cancelled On 21st July 1916, Findlay's informant
'improper' previously used in the 'memo’. and interpolated words.) identified himself before Inspector

The 'memo’ contains detail on page However, that 56% of the document is Sandercock at New Scotland Yard as Gustav
four attributed to Christensen as the sourcefalse does not entail that the remaining Olsen, former Chief Reception Clerk at the
but which it is extremely improbable he 44% is also false; 7.56% of the documenthotel and he signed a typescript account of
could possibly have known; that there is certainly true and is undisputed. Theseevents that nighttwenty-one months eatfier.
were eight German officers travelling on are the 35 words on page 1 which refer toln general terms the accounts coincide but
the Oskar Il with false passports. Itis not Christensen's afternoon presence in then detail they differ significantly. B.L.
credible that these officers would have Legation, his being Norwegian and that Reid in his 1976 book reports the earlier
revealed such compromising information he arrived from the US on the Oskar II. version but is not wholly convinced of its
to anyone on board, far less to an unknownThe remaining 36.29% is, however, com- truth** The second version is one of the
Norwegian travelling second class. More- promised if only because it cannot be so-called affidavits solicited in 1916 by
over, the information cannot be verified. verified and therefore no facts can be Thomson as corroboration. However, the
If true, it is much more probable that such derived. This includes the innuendo on statement signed by Olsen contains no
information would have come to Findlay pages 1 and 2. Therefore 92.44% of theoath and is therefore not an affidavit.
that day from his informers and agents ordocument contains text which is either
indeed from British Intelligence. (See false or compromised. Only alawyer who
Appendix IIl.) wished to commit professional suicide James Landy (Casement) in the hotel for

would present the ‘memo’ as evidence in % days before his arrival. At 2 am on 28/

in the 'memo’ itself which can only be court Of. Igw. iny those in asevere Statezgth October, the German again asked
explained as an oversight due to the hasté)f clogn|t|v<‘e.d|ssonan9e would insist that and Findlay's anonymous informant went
of its composition. This concerns two the ‘memo’ is authentic. to the room and enteredthout knocking
pencil copy letters allegedly shown to  The scrutiny above is the first and only to find Casement and Christensen sitting
Lindley, one addressed to the Germananalysis of thifauxmemorandum in 102 on the bed, embracing but fully dressed.
Chancellor "outside” and one to Harden, years. The fact that the principal CasementThe German was shown up and remained
bothin Berlin. Another two letters alleged- authors have avoided it cannot be due tan the room until 6.30 am.

ly mentioned by Christenséad notbeen negligence since itis a fundamental docu- The account which Olsen signed in
copiedand therefore were not shown to ment in the Casement story. It constitutes1916 tells of a German "Naval Attaché"
Lindley. But on page 4, the 'memo' men- the birth of the conspiracy which will pass Hans Hilmers seeking James Landy
tions the two copy letters (to the Chancel-through further phases of development in(Casement) urgently at 2 am on 28/29th
lor and to Harden) allegedly shown andthe hands of Findlay and of British whereupon Olsen went to the room,
then refers to a third letter "addressed tointelligence. knocked and "without waiting for an
the G. Ministethere,which lalsosaw in The extensive unverifiable references answer" entered to find Casement and
copy ..."; this refers to the Minister at the to copy letters and to German officers Christensen "half-naked" and in a sexually
German Legation in Oslo and not to the with false passports are intended to furnishcompromising position over the bed.
Chancellor in Berlin (italics added). Yet illusory authentic detail as a supportive Casement asked Olsen to show the Ger-

Findlay's 1915 account tells of a
"German Secretary" repeatedly asking for

Mostimportant, there is a contradiction



man up who remained in the room until than a night porter is also strange. Thatconvert falsity into truthTherefore the

early morning.
Casement's account states that Hilmergoom is also strange.
"from the German Legation" arrived to

Olsen knew when Hilmers left Casement'ssecond version signed by Olsen is false
and this falsity compromises the possible
The police version of 1916 is above all truth of the Findlay version which Olsen

see him at midnight but on the 29th/30th founded on an uncanny sense of timing—had not seen.

October to advise him to remain in the Olsen entered thenlockedoom justwhen
hotel during the following da¥y. Hilmers ~ the unambiguous act was about to occur.

THE OLSEN STORY

returned at 6.30-7 am on the morning of 30th Olsen records neither protestby Casement It may seem paradoxical but the Olsen
October to inform Casement that travel nor any shock at what he allegedly witnes- Story was probably not told by Olsen at all

arrangements were under way and that Counsed. This is not credible.
v. Oberndorff would visit at midday.
The significant variation in detail ) ;
between the 1915 and 1916 versions might:he Olsen story atalland he gives a different
be explained as follows: the first version
was prepared by Findlay in person in a
handwritten letter marked 'Private and
Secret' and therefore without the informant

having seen it, the second version Was, rrived at the hotel "just after midnight".

:ﬁ;”ns:id r?gg tt)ypgg Sgir?cg{rl:g:i:igjngggHowever, the vessel SS. Oskar docked at
9 y P midnight. 2 am is after midnight but not

some twenty-one months gfter the alleged.ust aftermidnight. By this account Olsen's
events. The second version was createdl

by the Metropolitan Police as corrobora- uncanny sense of timing’ failed him.

. . . : The Inglis book of 1973 does not
tion for the ongoing campaign against . . .

: - .~ mention the Olsen story norisit mentioned
Casement. Therefore this police version

NN . . by Sawyer. O Siochain briefly refers to
\r’]v:\fe'rnssggr?d by the firstwhich Olskad Reid's account of the Findlay version of

Despite allegedly witnessing this crim- 1915 without mentioning Reid's

. S . scepticism.
inal behavu_)ur n th(_a hotel, Olsen did _noF Discrepancies between Findlay's 1915
report to his superiors or to the police;

instead he allowed both men to stay gVersion and the police version signed by

further night and had no qualms aboutOlsen in 1916:

welcoming Christensen back to the hotel 1—Findlay version—un-named German
on November 26th for 2 nights and again Secretary/police version—named Naval
on 5th December for 2 nights accordingto  Attaché,

his 1916 statement, and on 12th DecembeP—Findlay version—Olsen entered

and yet again on 2nd January and as late aswithout knocking / police version—
20th October, 1918. Olsen knocked and entered without

. waiting for reply,
That B.L. Reid, whaalwaysfavours

- - 3—Findlay version—"not undressed" /
the official version, had doubts about the police version—"half naked",

Olsen story is notsurprising.Theweakest4_|:ind|ay version—sitting on bed /

link in both versions of the story |,s t_he police version—compromising position
German Secretary or Naval Attaché with- over bed.

out whom Olsen had no reason to disturb
Casement at 2 am. The allegesistence

and arrived at the hotel at nearly 2 &m.
By the 1916 police account, Casement

ime for Casement's arrival at the hotel.
MacColl quotes directly from Casement's |oter
own account: he left the ship at 1.30 am Nicols,on at the Foreign Office:

since the first version was written by

. . Findlay and the second was typed by the
MacColl's 1956 book does notmention yetropolitan Police for his signature.

Here is the relevant extract from page

o of Findlay's March 13th handwritten

marked Private & Secret, to

"I have received the following inform-
ation from an independent Norwegian
source. My informant would be prepared
to come forward ikbsolutely necessary,
but as his private interests would suffer
may not wish to do so.

Fortwo days before Casement's arrival
on Oct. 28, a German Secretary who had
been living at the Grand Hotel enquired
repeatedly for Mr. James Landy under
which name Casement was passing.

Casement & Christensen arrived at
Christiania at midnight & asked for rooms
near each other. At 2. a.m. the German
Secretary turned up & insisted on seeing
‘James Landy' at once. My informant
(who is a respectable man) was asked to
go himselfto Landy's room; he consented,
& found Casement & Christensen sitting
on Casement's bed with their arms round
each other. They were not undressed but
the nature of their relations was evident.
The German Secretary remained with
them from 2. a.m. till 6.30 a.m. and the
waiter warned my informant that
Casement and his friend or servant were
evidently spies. This appears valuable
corroboration of fact that German
Legation had been warned to expect them
and of the nature of their relations. It
strengthens our case ..."

Findlay ends this letter by repeating an

Another anomaly is Findlay's later earlierrequestof 21st February forinform-

of the German is the tell-tale mechanism. description of Christensen as "fleshy andation. The information he was still seeking

The 'urgency' indicates something import- of dissipated appearance" while the policeconcerned the reason for Casement leaving
ant but there is no record of such an urgentersion describes him as "good looking". the consular service—"Was it sodomy?"
meeting on the night of 28th/29th in Case- When these discrepancies are added to thand if he was known "to be addicted to
ment's writings. That the urgent inform- other unexplained aspects such as the foursodomy". Answers to those questions
ation could not wait a few hours until month delay before the story's appearancemight have had relevance three weeks
morning indicates the inherentimplausibil- the different timing of Casement's arrival earlierbefore the Olsen stotyut at this
ity of the Olsen story sinaggentinform  atthe hotel, the vital insistence of Hilmers point on 13th March having just revealed
ation implies immediate actioBut there  a day early, both versions of the story arehiswitnessed evidenad 'unnatural rela-
was no action which Casement could seen to require a generous credulity thattions', Findlay no longer needed those
possibly have taken at 2 am and indeed, bymost level-headed persons would beanswers since they could add nothing to
Olsen's account, he took no action butunable tofind. Either one versionistrue or what he already allegedly had learned
remained in his room until morning. both are false. The second version is arfrom his informant. But he automatically
That Hilmers allegedly remained inthe ‘upgraded' but contradictory version of repeated the request as if he was
room forfour hoursdelivering his urgent the first. For both to be true they must unwittingly signalling the falsity of the
information is not credible; he was suppos-agree in all details which they do not. account he had just set out.
edly resident in the same hotel and mightWhether the first is false or true, the Itis clear from grammar of the opening
have returned to sleep. That the chiefsecond is falssince the versions contain sentence of the above extract from Find-
reception clerk was on night duty rather contradictory detailsUpgrading cannot lay's letter that he did not possess the
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informant's story much before March 13th, ligence chiefs appeared to overlook Christensen went on his own initiative to
1915, therefore some four and a half monthsFindlay's story in March and the following the British Legation on 29th October with
after the alleged events. Again ineptly, he months suggests that either they perceiveda proposal to betray Casement. This is
does not explain how he obtained the storyits inherentimplausibility and shared Reid's now the standard version invented by
although it is clear that the informant is a later scepticism or they felt it was too weak Inglis, Reid etc. from 1973 onwards.
male hotel employee on night duty who legally (beinganonymous and uncorrobora However, the evidence in the Foreign
knows where guests are located. It is notted) to be used against Casement at that tim®©ffice documents for his alleged treachery
clearhowthe informant's "personal interests" without risk of a court action for slander. comes from one man—Findlay. The few
might suffer but possibly he feared British Intelligence would prefer tangible, verifiable facts do not sustain the version
prosecution. If Findlay had possessed thevisible andincontrovertible evidence to stand based on Findlay's incomplete account
Olsen story in October or early November, as 'self-sufficient proof' of the behaviour which MacColl had notseen. Some might
he inexplicably kept it quiet for an Findlay had clumsily invented for them. consider it ironic that MacColl's book,
unaccountable length of time. Yet in late Ideally, Casement should damn himself. which is certainly hostile to Casement,
February he was still seeking confirmation Thomson's discussion (reported in his 1922might contain a more honest version. That
about 'unnatural relations' whereas earlierbook Queer People with his informer  MacColl found the Christensen version
knowledge of Olsen's story would have madeMaundy Gregory, a professional expert on credible indicates that he believed Findlay
confirmation unnecessary. sexual scandal in high places, introducedcapable of plotting to capture Casement
the idea of compromising diaries. In the by bribing Christensen and this seems
On 13th March 1915, Findlay sent this absence of such diaries, the self-damningconfirmed in Nicolson's later letters
account of the Olsen story to London. evidence would have to be manufacturedwarning Findlay that no physical harm
That such a delay occurred between thewhen the time came. must come to Casement.
alleged event of 29th Octoberand Findlay's On 24th February Findlay wrote to  Later authors describe the Christensen
report of it to London indicates that he did Nicolson: "Casementis evidently unaware version as a preposterous pulp fiction
not have the Olsen story before March thatinformer stated the unnatural characteremanating from a vulgar imagination but
1915 despite claiming in writing that of theirrelations to myself and Lindley." itwasbelieved and publishéxy MacColl,
Christensen had made an implication of Neither the false 'memo’ nor Findlay's the distinguished journalist and jewel of
‘unnatural relations'as early as 30th letters of 31st October mention any suchthe Beaverbrook empire. It was also
October. These facts supportthe argumenstatement made by Christensen. But bybelieved by thousands of readers who,
that the Olsen story originated in new 24th February, the alleged implication like MacColl, did not find it preposterous.
circumstances after the written promise of had become for Findlay an unambiguousBut when an alternative, more comfortable
January 3rd and when Findlay was awareaffirmation of a fact. From this self- Findlay version was released to the Public
not only that he had been duped anddeluding position Findlay moved towards Records Office in late 1967, the version
humiliated but that he faced the threat of athe invention of his informant's story for believecby MacColl necessarily became

criminal lawsuit in the Norwegian courts. March 13th. a pulp fiction.
That Findlay did not report the Olsen In March Findlay converted these un-
storyin October indicates that either Olsenverified insinuations into alleged facts as a A GReAT MISTAKE

or Findlay kept the matter quiet untilMarch self defence tactic by engaging an anon- Findlay's judgment had already caused
or itwas invented in March. That Findlay ymous informant in the hotel. In light of his grave concern in Britain for his involve-
had nothing more substantial than anearlier generous offer to Christensen it is ment in the Dinshawai controversy in
alleged implication in late February 1915 highly probable that Olsen, his anonymous Egypt in 1906 and his authorisation of a
is clearly demonstrated in his communica- informant, had also received a generoussummary court hearing which led to the
tions with London. Therefore Findlay offer especially when, by his ownadmittance, hanging, flogging and incarceration of
'found' the Olsen story after 24th February Findlay was accustomed to paying informers eighteen peasant villagers accused of the
1915. It was Findlay rather than Olsen forinformation. Therefore Findlay's curious alleged murder of a British officer. Despite
who had motive to invent the story—to locution "his private interests would suffer" being reprimanded for his gross over-
defend himself from a prosecution by was code for the price of Olsen's false reaction and his justification of the retaliat-

Casement over his written bribe. testimony which he duly provided in July ory punishments, it was Pro-Consul Lord

The Findlay version of 1915 does not 1916 when it was safe to do so after Cromerwho paid the price with his resigna-
rest upon a single verifiable fact and when Casement's conviction. tion shortly afterwards. It is difficult to
considered in the context of Findlay's imagine that Findlay would hesitate to
distressed mental state, its inherent im- OsLo—Two VERSIONS take whatever retaliatory measures he felt
plausibility compels one to regard it as a  In his 1956 book René MacColl wrote: necessary against Casement, the renegade
poisonous fiction. The poison was con- " the British Minister in Norway, the @nd traitor.

cocted by Findlayinlate Februaryorearly  |ate M. de C. Findlay, made a fairly . .
March and was transmitted to London. spirited attempt to have Casement kid- ChQntJanuary 3rd, d19t15d Findlay |ssue(i
But an anonymous story from a reluctant napped. British agents got hold of Christ- ~'I"'SI€NS€N an undated one-page note
‘witness' and without demonstrable proof ~€nsen and took him to see Findlay, who Written on Legation notepaper promising
; tried to bribe him to deliver Casement him on behalf of the British Government
could not be safely used against a free | . . ; .
Casement in Germany without risk of a into British hands ... Christensen seemsareward of £5,000 for information leading
. . ) to have been loyal to Casementin every-to the capture of CaseméhiThis note
strong legal reaction whichwould publicly  thing having to do with this affair ... He was to play a key role in determining
verify Findlay's bribe on behalf of the o v
Britifsyh Gove)r/nment—his prime motive promprlyreportedbackto Casement:. subsequent events. The sum offer.ed had
for the poisonous fiction Later authors gave a very different been approved by the Foreign Office on
' version of these events in which Christen-27th November but Findlay was at once
That the Foreign Office and the Intel- sen is the villain. The later version is that rebuked by Nicolson for having personally



given a signed, written undertaking to personal vendetta. Insinuations, howevertin July 1916 as Olsen. It is also verified by
Christensen. Findlay apologised. When insidious, are not facts but even insinuationsFindlay himself that his Legation colleague
Casement heard of the bribe he determinedcan be made tperform as factwith the  Goff was resident in the hotel and had seen
on a legal action against Findlay in the creative touch of lies. On March 13th, out of both Casement and Christensen there.
Norwegian courts which he believed would the blue, four and a half months after the |, Findlay's letter to Grey of 31st October
provoke a diplomatic scandal; so began whatmemo', Findlay produced the story from his 1,6 stated on page 3 that he had identified
has been calle@’he Findlay Affair. anonymous informant. The poisoned bait Landy as Casement and he attributed that
Over the following weeks Findlay was had been setinthe October'memo’ by Findlayjentification to Christensen at the meeting
to suffer for that written promise. After who, by then intoxicated and desperate,, 30th. The attribution cannot be verified.
Nicolson's immediate rebuke, Findlay transformed it ineptly into the Olsen Lie 1pq only aspects of Findlay's version which
wrote on 6th January: " regret you should which in turn fed the vengeful plans of o1 e verified are that Christensen was in
disapprove of my action ... | would never Thomson and Hall. the Legation on 29th and 30th Octoberwhere
have done so in time of peacé.And as he met Lindley and Findlay separately and
his mood darkened at the failure of his VERIFIED FACTS that Findlay had identified Casement by
plan to trap Casement, he wrote again on It is essential to indicate the few facts 30, october.
14 January to Nicolson: "I need hardly say which are not in dispute. These are as . .
thatthe failure of the coup ... has distressedfollows: The verified facts above seriously

me greatly and | could not forgive myself L. Christ  the Legati und_ermine the biographers' version of the
if it was due to mismanagement on my ristensen was at the Legation onc&Christensen meetings on 29th and 30th

part ... | cannot see how | could have acted Oor::tgt?gr] October and twice on 30th October. When these facts are placed
\?\fﬂ)irg\;v:iedgig ls(i'd . lamsorryifIwas »_christensen told Casement of first visit ﬁl(g[r;glgisr:(fisrtr:g:atcr':éhs;?slizinbvgzliz\ll:g;d:lr)l/ds
at once. ; ’

_Inseeking todefend himselfto London, 3_after Christensen met Findlay in persongfezligﬁtecihzz taﬂea\(/:grgilcl)nhii\s/er?tréeda;(?:
Findlay erred again by describing his  at 11 am on 30th October, Casement;; dl g the later bi hers. To th
written promise as simply an offer of instructed him to return that afternoon ayf E/.t ef;ar\]er lograp ertst; Odded
reward for information such as might be  as invited by Findlay. Christensen p_rovlen s 3;]0 © ”Te”;f mlus ca ef
posted in any police station. But such returned & met Findlay again. Findlay's dishonesty in the Olsen story o
public reward offers do not name the 4—Christensen did not tell Findlay on March 13thwith theresultthatthe balance
recipient of the reward in advance, nor do either visit that Casement already knewSheet for his integrity displays a painful
they offer immunity and free passage to of his earlier visits. shortfall. He predicated his Casement
another jurisdiction. Findlay's promise was 5—Christensen received the written bribeStrategy from the beginning updan-

a bribe made to a specific person. on January 3rd and gave the documenf‘atura_| _relationgfor which he_possessed
The full extent of Findlay's humiliation ~ to Meyer on the 5th. no verifiable evidence bu_t which he could
arrived in late February in a letter from not renounce. When Nicolson exposed

The most improbable aspect of the his deception by Christensen his strategy
‘official' version—that Christensen went was in crisis; soon after, Findlaganu
uninvited on 29th October, intent on factured the evidenad#the Olsen story to
betrayal—is the factthat Christensen inform- save face and to protect himself.
ed Casement of that first visit. The second

" enclose a copy of a letter which has most improbab_le aspect @s C_hr_iste_nsen TH_E FaTaL Ngxgs N
beenreceived from Casement... You will fa”eged_ly makl_ng a self-incriminating Wh.en Christensen visited the Br.|t|sh
see that Christensen was playing a doubldMplication to Findlay. The source of the Legation on29thand 30th October, akind of
game ... merely aruse to obtain something first aspect is not Findlay but Brian Ingéis ~ chain reaction was started which eventually
from you in writing. You made a great al. The source of the second aspectis Findlayled to the diary conspiracy and to Casement's
mistake in giving it ... | have no doubt A rational explanation for both of these destruction. With the 'memo’ in the hands of
that Casement and his German friendsimprobable aspects must be predicated orhis enemies that lie quickly infiltrated the
will make the most of it. If Casement .o y,th or falsityof the alleged betrayal State security organs long before his arrest,

carries out his threat of exposing the . . .

whole story in Norway you should plan. That there was no betrayal plan is Thegr(_)wmg consplracycreatedth_edegener

immediately see the Minister for Foreign Verified by Nicolson's letter whichinformed ate traitor and the necessary evidence was

Affairs and put the best light on the case Findlay that Christensen had deceived ffim. manufactured in order to take revenge. Like

by telling him frankly the main outline®"  There never was a genuine betrayal plarall revenge, it was personal, very personal.

instigated by Christensen. Fromthis factitisEmpire had honoured his name that the

To this humiliation was added the threat reasonable to conclude that Christensen didempire's honour be seen in his person and
of full exposure by Casementin the courtsnot go to the Legation uninvited on 29th he, the Empire's hero, had openly defied the
and therefore a diplomatic scandal and aOctober, as alleged not by Findlay but by honour of the largest Empire in history. The
consequent risk to Findlay's entire career.Inglis et al From this it is reasonable to fatal nexus between treachery amthatural
It was by then clear to Findlay and to his conclude that Christensen was indeedrelations'forged by Findlay in thémemo'
superiors that Casementhad masterminde@ontacted by Findlay's agents as per hisvas also a malediction which uncannily
the deception and that Christensen hadaccount related to Casement upon returnprophesied the shape of things to come; his
played his role loyally. From this conclusion it follows that Findlay lies bound others into an uncontrollable

Findlay had been 'dirtied' and humiliat- authorised that first contact and thereforevortex of deceit which endures to the present
ed by his contacts with Christensen andknew of the presence of 'Landy' and day. Evil is prolific, by its nature fertile;
his response was to intensify his plot Christensen in the hotel on 29th October.otherwise it would not exist. The poisonous
against Casement. The chemistry of This knowledge implies an informer in the lie invented byone marin 1914 still has its
Findlay's anger fermented hurt pride into hotel and that informer was later identified toxic effect a century later.

Nicolson which made clear the degree to
which a man of low intelligence, a
"loathsome beast", had succeeded for
months in duping His Majesty's Minister
Findlay:
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BELIEVING IS SEEING thatthe memo is demonstrably false makesmpartial observer might deploy Occam's
The falsity of the 'memo’ and of the itimpossible forarational persontobelieve razor and conclude that there was one
subsequent Olsen story has been demonthat the typescripts are true copies ofconspiracy since there was one outcome
strated. The factthat Findlay never explainedCasement writings. The impossibility which was reasonably foreseeable from
how first contact with Christensen was made arises from accepting that those whothe start. Coincidences do happen but, by
compromises the versions published by post-composed the 'memo’ acted dishonestlydefinition, they cannot be made to happen.
1973 biographers. Two verified facts remain: while also believing that those who pre-  Had it not been for Findlay's fear of a
a) Casement was informed of the visits; b) pared and circulated the typescripts actedthreatened lawsuit, he would not have felt
no betrayal took place. honestly. No rational person can believeit necessary to invent the Olsen story. By
It is undisputed that Christensen, this because theeductio ad absurdurnis  late February when Findlay realised he
following Casement's instructions, system- obvious—both parties made the same basihad been duped and made to look foolish,
atically duped Findlay to obtain the written allegation which is therefore both true and these toxic ingredients fermented in his
bribe. The verified fact remains that false. B) The 'memo’ as sufficient indirect mind to become the poison which resulted
Christensen did not sell Casementto Findlaycause of the harmful outcome cannot bein the Olsen story whiclonly thenhe
in spite of the bribend that on February the cause of the alleged authenticity of thetransmitted to London. There the poison
19th, 1915; he spoke to a German newspapetypescripts. If the typescripts are genuinewas incubated for future use. The destruc-
about the bribe and the Findlay plot. copies, their authenticity derives from tion of the world famous renegade knight
The falsity of the Inglis version of first other factors and not from the false ‘memo’.required much more than an anonymous
contact reinstates the MacColl version Those other factors are the claims of Find-and improbable yarn by an unknown hotel
which is the Christensen version. The lay's Government colleagues who employee in aforeign city. Butthe poison
demonstration that Findlay made first circulated the false 'memo’ and the defam-ost none of its lethal potency over the
contact also produces a second confirma-atory typescripts without any evidence of following year and, even before Case-
tion of the falsity of the Olsen story; theirveracity. Itisundisputedthetiether ment's arrest, British Intelligence had
possession of that story on 29th or 30thgenuine copies or nghe typescriptswere decided how it could best be used. From
October would have induced Findlay to circulated in order to defame. Those col- Findlay's lies and insinuations there grew
exploititimmediately and nébur months  leagues are therefore accessories to théhe plan to destroy Casement as a moral
later. Such an immediate exploitation crime of defamationinspired by Findl&y. degenerate with the 'self-damning' diary
would also have made the alleged Their testimony can only be admitted if it typescripts. The smear campaign was
implication totally unnecessary. serves to prove the allegations are trueessential to ensure there would be no
It remains to demonstrate the relation- The accessories did not seek or providereprieve once condemned.
ship of the 'memo’ to the defamatory material or witness evidence as to the The initial success of the smear cam-
typescripts circulated in 1916.To establish averacity of either 'memo’ or typescripts paign with the typescripts bound the British
causal link in law an agency must be beforetheir circulation. There were no authorities to maintain authenticity
demonstrated to act asibstantial factan ‘other factors' to verify the typescripts indefinitely. Governments do not admit
the harmful outcome in order to be con- which fact signifies they were not demon- they have lied to everyone for a century.
sidered a cause of it. Agency and outcomestrated to contain true facts before circu-Thus in 1916 the typescripts were suffi-
must be intimately and obviously linked. lation. Because they are an integral part ofcient and necessary for the immediate
The criterion for the existence of causal the defamation initiated by Findlay's task; today the bound volume diaries in
connectiorin lawis that that the cause must 'memao’, their claim to be factual is without TNA are still essential because they act to
possess a specific feature in relation to thefoundation and itfollows thatthe allegation protect the typescripts, the original lie
consequence in order to demonstrate causah the typescripts must be deemed as falseepeated by successive governments; this
connection. Inthe case ofthe Findlay 'memo'as the same allegation made in theirwas always a lie which would have to be
and the defamatory typescripts, this specialoriginating source. To hold that the type- maintained no matter the circumstances.
feature igdentity of allegatiowhich acted  scripts are genuine copies is to hold thatParadoxically, radically altered attitudes
as substantial and sufficient factor in the truth can be brought into being by falsity. to sexuality have made the lie easier to
harmful outcome. Both 'memo’ and A simple analogy illustrates this; Findlay maintain—there is no slur today despite
typescripts were intended to destroy alleged that Casement was a Martian andthe original intention.
Casement's reputation with the same allegaacting on this unsupported allegation, his Thus was born in the troubled and
tion and they achieved this shared objective.colleagues produced diary typescripts toduplicitous mind & one manwho had
That link is reinforced by the fact that reveal his Martian origins. If truth can be never met Casement, the lethal virus which
the allegation in the typescriptgas not  derived fromfalsehood, then the categorieswas used by Thomson and British Intel-
determinedy the 'memo’ but waseely  are meaningless because they cannot bigence to rapidly infect the British Estab-
choseras an extension of the same strategydistinguished. If the typescripts are lishment with a visceral hatred for a man
and intent to defame. This free choice genuine copies it follows that Findlay's all had honoured only a few years before.
linked the 'memo’ and the typescripts into ‘'memo’ is also factually true. Conversely, Findlay's 'memo’ in the 'right hands'
a single continuous allegation bonded by proof of 'memo’ falsehood is also proof of evolved directly into the diary plot which
a single intent. Within the parameters of the falsity of the typescripts. guaranteed Casement's destruction.
legal causatiorthe ‘'memao' is the sufficient
indirect cause and the typescripts are theth
direct cause of the harmful outcome.

Itis undisputed thatthose who produced  Upon this single documemnwithout
e memo and the typescriptdedwitha  evidential valuan entire edifice of decep-
common malicious purpose. If the two tion and innuendo was constructed with
With regard to the veridical status of phases are unrelated despite sharing th&indlay laying the first lie in the 'memo’,
the documents, it has been demonstratedame basic allegation, then this was athen a second in the Olsen story, followed
that the 'memao' is untrue. From this theremostremarkable coincidence. Both phasesy another by British Intelligence which
follow two considerations. A) Accepting so closely resemble conspiracies that anwas taken up by Scotland Yard and the



press and the agents of state propaganda;
within this Escher-like structure of illu-
sions moved the main players in Case-
ment's destruction leading the bewildered
through new perspectives of belief which
spins lies into truths, distorting and control-
ling perception so that common sense is

“In his first account of these events,  This is almost entirely invented. 1—
sent to Sir Edward Grey on 31 October there is no "British Legation account" and
1914, Findlay wrote that Christensen had no evidence in the 'memo’ or elsewhere

simply presented himself at the door of . " .
the British Legation at 79 Drammensvein that L'”d'?y ask?d his visitor to return
the following day". 2—Christensen met

in thelate afternoorof the twenty-ninth."” X ]
o . both Lindley and Findlay alone, not
This is wholly untrue. Findlay's letter together as suggested above. 3—Findlay

lost as in a trance, cause and effect ar@®f 31st does not contain this apparently himself claims that Casement was identi-

compounded anbelieving is seeing

paraphrased written statement attributedfieq atthe second meeting therefore Christ-

Anew generation ofillusionists, posing BY Reid to Findlay. Here is the relevant gnsen was not "quizzed" about this "over

as impartial scholars and biographers,€xtract of Findlay's letter:

shored up the edifice of lies for decades. In
the art of deception they were as skilled
and successful as their predecessors Find-
lay, Thomson, Hall, Blackwell etc. Of
these scholars, one only risked a tentative
reference to that single document of Octo-

the course of three visits". 4—Lindley had
"The man called at the Legation about one encounter only with Christensen. 5—
11 a.m. and asked to see me alone. Hehere is no "information on Casement's
went over much t.he same ground as hehomosexuality" in the 'memo'. 6—the
?_ﬁsrs%(;‘;exgni‘r’]";? Mr. Lindley on 4 otationinthe last paragraph comes from
‘ Findlay's letter of 31st October and not
In this letter there is no reference from the 'memo' or from Lindley. 7—

ber, 1914. These word-juggling alchemistsanywhere to Christensen's arrival at thethere is no proof of any "hints" made at
convinced tens of thousands that theirLegation on the afternoon of Thursday any time. 8—the "corroborating inform-
research had produced truth—not a29th. Therefore Reid has misinformed his ation" refers to the Olsen story the falsity

difficult task but one they felt was neces- readers byfalsely attributingto Findlay
sary because they knew the illusory his own false account of Christensen's
structure might crumble at any time. The arrival on 29th. (p. 213The Lives of
hypnotic power of mass media broad- Roger Casemen1976.)

casting completed the task of disinforma-

tion and extinguished the possibility of duplicitous:

doubt and with it, the possibility of truth.

APPENDIX |

There has been much misinformation
and confusion about Christensen's role in
the events of 29th to 31st October and
particularly about how he came to be in
the Legation on 29th. His versionis thathe
was contacted by an Englishman in the
hotel, invited outside and taken there in a
large car where he was asked about his
master by Lindley. This version was un-
disputed until the Inglis biography of 1973
in which Inglis wroté'the Foreign Office
files told a different story'The new story
was that Christensen went entirely on his
own initiative with intention to betray
Casement. However, scrutiny of those
Foreign Office files reveals that they do
not tell"a different story'because they do
not tell any story at all. Nowhere in those
files is there any account of how
Christensen came to be in the Legation on
the 29th. At no later time did Findlay
account for his presence on that day. Only
on 17th February does Findlay state that
Christensen arrivedn 30th Octobefof
his own accord". But this is true for all
three visits since he was not compelled.
Therefore Findlay's commeniés not
contradict the account of first contact
given by Christensen on 29th to Casement;
nor is there any documentary evidence to
prove that Christensen's account is false.

The Inglis citation is simply an un-
supported insinuation which was taken up
by later authors. One ofthese is B.L. Reid
who continues:

of which has been demonstrated.
Conspicuously missing from O Sio-
chain's duplicitous version is any reference
) | ) tothe 'memo’. While he mentions Christen-
O Siochain's version is even more sen's sworn deposition of April 1915, he
does not quote from it, preferring to quote
".... Two versions of what happened Findlay insteadlhe"double gametheory
survive.Accor_ding to thBritish Legation emerged only in 1973 with Inglis and in
accouni Christensen had presented ;974 yith Reid. The theory is very weak

himself at the door of the Legation, intim- L ;
ating that he had information on a well- and easily disposed of by the following

known 'Englishman’involvedinan 'lrish- undisputed facts: 1—he did not betray
American-German conspiracy'. Francis When the Oskar Il was boarded by the
Lindley, the first Secretary, was the first British Navy, 2—he did not blackmail
official to interview Christensen. While Casement who was in possession of a
cautious, he was willing to hear more, consjderable sum of money, 3—he inform-
ﬁ]%dgzlf_d his visitortoreturn the follew 4 c4gement of all his Legation visits, 4—
he gave Casement the 'earnest money

Casement's version painted a very . ; . .
different picture. According toigarlyin ~ 9iven him by Findlay at the third meeting,

the afternoon a9 October, Christensen 5—he persisted with Findlay for two
was approached by a stranger in the hallmonths to obtain the bribe in writing, 6—
of the hotel and taken by car to a large he did not betray Casement when he had
house, which Casement later ascertainedhe \written bribe, 7-he at once gave the
to be the British Legation; here he was written bribe to Meyer in Berling—he

guestioned about his master... Over theI t intervi bout
course of three visit€hristensen's hosts, '2t€" 9ave a newspaper interview abou

Findlay and Lindley, quizzed him about the Findlay Affair.

his master, whosedentity Legation This voluntary surrender of the written
officials were very interestedh... Lo o .
Christensen claimed to have driven abnbe is of vital importance because it
hard bargain and to have, ultimately, demonstrates that Christensen never had
extracted a promise of £5,000 in gold for any intentto betray Casement. Casement's
delivering Casement... Christensat, biographers are sensitive to these verified
seemétikely,was playinga double game  facts but they overlook that the handing
seeing possible advantages for himself,gyer of the written bribe renders utterly
especially financial gain, on both fronts. untenable the theory of a double game.

During hisencounterswith Christen- .
sen,Francis Lindley received from him The undisputed facts show that there was

informationon Casement's homosexual- Put one game—the deception and entrap-
ity: "He implied that their relations were ment of Findlay. Therefore since there

of an unnatural nature and that con- was one game only, the biographers' claim

sequently he had great power over thisthat the first contact was on his own initia-

mdadnt'Wh(t) t(r:uhst_e;j him ”amsz‘?ut?lydl--- In"tive is not credible. Christensen's account

addition to Christenserféntsto Lindley - - -

and Findlay, the latter subsequently IS very d.eta|led :_;md very plausible. He
gave no information to Lindley and was

acquiredcorroborating information from
2 Norwegian. .~ (italics added) (& not invited back by Lindley. He did not

SiochainRoger Casement—Imperialist, tellany 'story’asthe 'memo’ claims nordid
Rebel, Revolutionan008. p. 393/4).  he show any papers to Lindley. He also
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guessed on the 29th that he was in theGermany. Itis reasonable to deduce from™ Diaries of Sir Roger Casemedtr. Charles E.
British Legation. Christensen gives the this that he also had contact with agentsCu'Ty (Ed.) Munich 1922. Memorandum, p. 48.
b f th i cab d hi I h C ds that his h Christensen stayed in The Grand Hotel on 20
numbers of the taxi cabs used on his twoelsewhere. Casementrecords that his Ot€hctober. 1915 when he arrived from NY with
visits on 30th. He records the 100 kronerwas being watched constantly from the Monteith as related irCasement’'s Last
‘earnest money' as a single bank note. Heime of his arrival and that his taxi was AdventurgRobert Monteith. Chicago 1932.
gives precise times. Christensen givesfollowed on the evening of 29th. From Mgfggﬁ (ig?;%mgn{'zlé-ll\ltlelw JudgmeRene
name and address_of contact given_bythese circumstances it would not be un-i'| etter from Findlay to Nicolson, 24 February,
Findlay on 30th saying it was written in reasonable to conclude that Findlay had1915. PRO FO 95,776.
block capitals on Legation paper with top been pre-alerted to Landy/Casement'sz Rcégtlelf fgggmen;ﬁ New Judgment, René
: oAl +_MacColl, . p. .
address torn off by Findlay. The (_:ontact arrivalin (_)sl_o. He had bee_n under surveil- 5 Findlay’s handwritten bribe to Christensen,
name and address was later confirmed tdance while in the US until 14th October yndated and issued on 3 January, 1915. UCD

Casement as being that of an employee ofvhen, by subterfuge, he boarded the OskaArchives. Boehm/Casement Papers P 127/1.

the Norwegian lawyer representing the Il in New York and his disappearance * Findlay to Nicolson, 6 January, 1915. PRO

British Legation. Findlay confirmed giving thereafter must have been noticed.
the contact address in his long draft of

95,776.
% Findlay to Nicolson, 14 January, 1915. PRO

In his draft letter of 30th and short letter o 95,776.

31st. Christensen's sworn deposition wasof 31stto Grey, Findlay wrote; "The alleged * Nicolson to Findlay, undated, late February

made before US Vice Consul in Berlin in Casement is described as very tall ..
April, 1915. "The man alleged to be Casement
described as very tall, dark, heavy jaw .

AprpeENDIX I

Lindley's private letters of 1914-15 formerly worn a beard." This information

" andl915. PRO FO 95,776.

._** Nicolson to Findlay, undated, late February
1S1915. PRO FO 95,776.
.. % At the time homosexual acts were criminal

he is now clean shaved and is said to havects; therefore the defamation was criminal in

nature.

reveal a rather mediocre personality butdoes not appear in the ‘'memo’ and is 1]
one who was fully complicit in Findlay's attributed to Christensen. The mog
plotting against Casement. His private probable source is British agents in the
letters do not mention the events of 29thwho would have seen a bearded Casem

October; this silence can be explained bybefore his departure. Use of the passive |

the fact that the 'memo’ was secret anddescribed" twice conceals the source oft
confidential. In a letter dated 21 February information. These deductions strong|
1915, after Casement's open letter to Greyindicate that Findlay was in contact wit
had been "spread all over the place",Intelligence agentsinrelationto Caseme
Lindley wrote briefly about 'The Findlay This helps to explain his actions an
Affair' without revealing his meeting with motivation; it also partly explains his failurg

Christensen or his role in the 'memo'.to publicly rebut the accusations if

There is no mention of the written bribe Casement's published letter to Grey.
issued on January 3rd which had provoked Paul Hyde
Casement's letter. Lindley writes: FOOTNOTES

“The truth is that Casement is a b- er ' Francis Oswald Lindley, 1872-1950
.... His "friend" a blackguardly young succeeded Findlay in 1923; future Ambassad

Norwegian American came up to the . ; - =
- ) . in 1926. His memoiré\ Diplomat Off Duty

'-ega“o? agld ?”fpp"ed.us Wl;th a (':Ot Of \ere published in 1928, Findlay (1861-1931

very valuable information about Case- \jinister at Christiania from 1913 to 1923

ments [sic] plans and accomplices. Finally knighted in 1916.

after agood many visits and after we had> Francis Oswald Lindley, 1872-1950

got a lot out of him he fell out about the succeeded Findlayin 1923; future Ambassad

ot

tSMcConviIIe And
enCasement

o "In the olden days before colour
television"* | watched a British TV

4 programme on the trial of the Irish patriot
Roger Casementin London, following his
‘arrest in Kerry in 1916. Conor Cruise O'
Brien was a contributor and he remarked
on the fact that the Prosecution had been
led by England's Attorney General, Frede-
rick Edwin Smith, who, from 1912 to
1914 had helped organise and arm the
Ulster Volunteers, pledged to fight the
o British Army if Parliament made good its

7

—

i

to Austria, Greece, Portugal, Japan. Knight¢dPromise of Home Rule in Ireland.

Television technology has improved

) wonderfully since | saw that programme,
but it was more informative than one on the
same subject made recently in London's
orlrish Embassy, chaired by the Irish

money, wanted a big sum down before heto Austria, Greece, Portugal, Japan. Knight¢d Amhassador, in which Professor Sean Mc

in 1926. His memoiré\ Diplomat Off Duty
_ ) _ were published in 1928.

Since the "very valuable information" ® PRO FO 337/107.  * TNAKV-2-6
had proved false and worthless long before’ Roger CasementBrian Inglis. Coronet,

: 1974. Strangely, this study contains no sour|
21st February, Lindley seems to be out Ofreferences Whatever.

date or misinformed or is simply covering s TNA FO 337/107.
up the mess created by Findlay. ® PRO FO 95,776.
° In linguistic pragmatics H. P. Grice, thd
philosopher of language, (1913-1988) dev
~ Appendix I ) loped a theory of meaning which involved th

There is considerable written and concept of implicature. Among his principlg
circumstantial evidence which indicates works isStudies in the Way of Words989,

that Findlay was in contact with British EarT"NaKjFUgié’g;s/il%; ress.

Intelligence during this period. Giventhat « \jaximilian Harden (1861-1927), influential
it was wartime and that Norway was in a and controversial German editor & journalis

strategic position, it would be surprising if Fefggta':t%i;(OEmgtHV(\)/ngVZS;ilépnecggt@%%eei gé
he was not in such con_tact. In h_'s drfming the Eulenburg homosexual scandalin 190
letter of 30th October Findlay writes: "I | etter from Findlay to Nicolson 13 March,
am arranging to obtain news of what this 1915. PRO FO 95,776.

wval i " ¥ Typed statement signed by Olsen 21 Jul
man does after arrival in Germany". The 1916. PRO HO 144 1637 311643 140,

only way such news could be obtained: the | jyes of Roger CasemeBtL. Reid

had supplied the goods."

" TNA FO 337/107.

Conville of Queen Mary's University

(London) insisted that Casement was a traitor

and that the trial was a model of propriety.
€ | had never heard of the Professor, but,
like the statesman lampooned inthe rhyme
"George Nathaniel Viscount Curzon, I'm
a most superior personhe appears to
expect the deference of us plebs. He has a
brilliant CV but strikes me about as
admirable as F.E.Smith. Smith hailed from
Birkenhead and arrived in Oxford with an
accent appropriate to that environment
. but changed it to blend with toffs. | don't
e know where McConville hails from but
% those of a servile disposition will kow-

‘tow to him and self-respecting people

would want him tied to a ducking stool.
Y, Ducking and diving may be hferte for

he held in his hand Roger Casement's

(ORI

was through agents and spies within 1976. p. 212, footnote.

"The Crime Against Europeiith "The



Crime Against Irelandand quoted a pas- adamant about the Black Diaries whichlheorg/ipr/2006/IPR_July 2006.pdf for my
sage about Germany, comparing thatconsidered genuine. July 2006 articléWhat If a Patriot Priest
country favourably with Britain, without I've read books and articles by supetfior Has Been Traduced? In Defence Of Father
putting itinits contextas areply to Arthur persons defending the convictions of {fheO'Flanagan’; where | took issue with
Conan Doyle'&Great Britain And The Birmingham Six and the Guildford Fouf, Ferriter's 2004 magnum opus of 900 pages,
Next War"in February 1913. Conan and the findings of the Widgery Inquiry. The Transformation of Ireland 1900-2000
Doyle, who defended Britain's conduct in I've read Seumus Murphy SJ's asserf{ionlt was there that Ferriter first pronounced:
the Second South African War, was partthat Daniel O'Connell never shot anyofe. “The Rising presented the Catholic
of the propaganda campaign for making O'Connell was a fine advocate but neyer  Church with its own problems, including
the war on Germany which Britain's ruling denied shooting John D'Esterre dead jna a fear that it would undermine the
clique had been preparing since 1904. duel in 1815, nor travelling to Ostend fo  bourgeois consensus between constitu-
McConville appeared to be the only similarly face Robert Peel some decagles tional nationalism and the Church's
person at the gathering with a copy of later. I'd catalogue the Professorwithsjch ~ "€Presentatives. Mrs. Tom Barry's state-

C e thenticated it Hehumb ment to the BMH recorded that at the
asements authenticated writings. Hehumbugs. time of the Rising in 1916, Fr. Michael

quoted Casement's useless Defence Coun- Donal Kennedy O'Flanagan, later vice-President of Sinn
sel, Serjeant Sullivan for a statement made Fe_in, had remarked of the fighters in the
many decades after his Trial, which has* My son, now aged 44 spoke ofthe oldenda@ys ~ General Post Officetet these people
been disputed by some authorities. He isbefore colour TV about 36 years ago. burn to death, they are murderersBut

Church disapproval was by no means
unanimous." (p 151).

In 2004, sloppy, incompetent and un-

Why has "the paper Of record" falled to professional research on Professor
) Ferriter's part had led him to confuse two
access its February 1917 records? very different priests, Fr. John Flanagan,

of Dublin's Pro-Cathedral, and Fr. Michael

An Irish Times history professor columnist, and its book editor O'Flanagan, the Roscommon Sinn_ Féin

journalist, on the Roscommon By-Election centenary leader who had, of course, championed
In the February issue @fsh Political McGarry ended: the Rising. The result was that Ferriter
Review | described how the Revolution "The book was launched by Caitriona slandered the man hailed by Cathal Brugha

Papers,"produced in collaboration the Crowe, head of special projects at the as'the slltaunchgstprlestwho everhvgd n
Centre for Contemporary Irish History, ~ National Archives. She described it as 'aréland”. In his 2015 book, Ferriter
Trinity College Dublin’effectivelytreated ~  clear-eyed, accurate, intensely human and-ompounded the slander, by unapologetic-
the endorsement of the 1916 Rising by the endlessly interesting version of the eventsally regurgitating it, as he added another
February 1917 Roscommon By-Election which have obsessed generations of Irishhowler:

as more or less amounting to having been people’ "Parts of the country that were not
anon-event. Butwhat of Diarmaid Ferriter, ~ And yet, the sum total of what Ferriter ~ Mobilisedin 1916 were nonetheless to be
listed on the website of University College had to say, in his latest 500 page work, :nmﬁ?r:]t:ﬂil'(” tfgf 2‘:2;“?;*‘ of t\t‘veh;'i\'lggs’
D_ublin_as its FuII. Profes;or of Modern concerning the first Ele_ction victory in influential was the rolegfthéibcal bishop,
Irish History? He is described as follows February 1917 ofth'e National Democratic  Thomas O'Doherty... O'Doherty praised
on thelrish Timeswebsite: Revolution, was this: the rebels for the "purity and nobility of
"Diarmaid Ferriter is one of Ireland's "Count Plunkett, the father ofthe execu-  their motives' and their courage, and
best-known historians and is Professorof ~ ted Joseph Plunkett, won the North Ros-  decried Maxwell as a wanton, military
Modern Irish History at UCD. His books common by-election as an independent dictator. O'Doherty had regarded
include The Transformation of Ireland candidate supported by Sinn Féin; other Redmond's backing of the war effort as a
1900-2000(2004)... He is a regular by-election successes thatyear suggested betrayal and was a public subscriber to a
broadcaster on television and radioanda  the Irish Parliamentary Party was being  fund for the Volunteers' dependants; he
weekly columnist with thérish Times" beaten at its own game" (p 170). was, it seemed, in the Rising's aftermath,

e . . assuming the role of 'moral leader' of the
While, in its issue of 28th March 2010, ~ True, when RTE Radio thought it nationalist opposition. But O'Doherty's

Fintan O'Toole enthused about "Ferriter'sworthwhile to mark the centenary of that  peers did not share his certainty at the
groundbreaking booKhe Transformation By-Election victory, and hewasinvitedto  time of the Rising... Leslie Price (who
of Ireland", with O'Toole opening his discuss itonthe Sean O'Rourke Show this would later marry Tom Barry—MO'R)
profile by awarding the plauditHard-  February 6th, Ferriter did provide areason-  Stated that at the time of the Rising in
nosed scholarship and moral passion able amountof biographical detailregard-  +2+0 Fr Michael O'Flanagan, later vice

T . X . . ! ident of Sinn Fein, had ked t
underpin Diarmaid Ferriter's work" ing Plunkett himself. Yet the key architect Egsclaf?[ﬂeoﬁgr:?:rs ?rllntheaG;enrgflgl ?303?

In thelrish Timesof 11th March 2015, and strategistofthgtvictorywas treated_as Office: 'let these people burn to death,
Patsy McGarry began his report on the & NON-person. Ferriter chose nottomention  they are murderers'..." (p 160).

launch of Ferriter's latest, 500 page, tome [N€ Name of Fr. Michael O'Flanaganatall, g iter got his Bishops mixed up, as,
A Nation and Not a Rabble: The Irish NOt €ven once. But, as we shall see, thapy ¢ rse he had already done with his
Revolution 1913-192®ith the proclam-  Mightwellhave beenablessingindisguise.yrjanagans. Edward O'Dwyer was the
ation:"Historian and Irish Times coluran 25 listéners were spared that combinatiorggh o, of [ imerick in question. Thomas
ist Diarmaid Ferriter has warned against °facademicincompetence and outrageousy ponerty was the Bishop of Clonfert,
'shameless celebrations' of Ireland's pastS/ander that has characterised Ferriter's, |ater of Galway. And a minimum of
and the downgrading of history in assessment of O'Flanagan. elementary research on Ferriter's part
schools.” Seehttp://free-magazines.atholbooks. would have shown him that the Pro-
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Cathedral curate Leslie Price had encoun+esident weekly columnist with tHash
tered was named Fr. John, inaccuratelyTimes did not have anything to say about
recalled by Price, decades later, as havinghe By-Election in that organ's columns,
been named "Michael". So much for but the topic was covered lysh Times
Ferriter's supposedly'clear-eyed, journalist Ronan McGreevy on January
accurate"account, or the acclaim from 31st, under the heading t®ut for the
the Spectatormagazine featured on the Count—An Irishman's Diary on George
book's cover, whichis actually a reference Plunkett's North Roscommon byelection
to another Ferriter book again: "An victory in 1917" Unlike the Trinity
outstandingly diligent researcher ... College History Departmenf&volution
Ferriter is masterly at marshalling facts Papers McGreevy did treat that By-

Sinn Féin, but a separatist supported by a
combination of separatists and almost all
advanced Nationalist opinion." Indeed,
one of Plunkett's first acts on being elected
was to set up a rival organisation, the
Liberty Clubs, based on the republican
ideals in the Proclamation. He and Sinn
Féin leader Arthur Griffiths (sic) detested
each other and had a bitter falling out
before Plunkett became a member of the
party later in the year."

As for the historical Sinn Féin, Mc

and the facts are often revealing."

In the eleven years since Ferriter first
wrote up his slander in 2004, he made no
effort to correct it, but spewed it out again
in 2015. Which also makes his only other
reference to O'Flanagan in his latest book
beyond bewildering. Ferriter now wrote
of O'Flanagan's role in the 1918 General
Election which saw the triumph of Sinn
Féin:

"FrMichael O'Flanagan, a compassion-

ate but arrogant republican activist and
priestin Roscommon who had been active

Election as one of consequence. He beganGreevy chose toignore the evidence before

"The pe0p|e of Roscommon have often his eyes. Plunkettwas an advanced Repub-
shown a contrarian streak in elections. lican; Griffith's original Sinn Féin was
Ministers have been deposed, mavericksnot. Plunkett joined Sinn Féin in October
elected and constitutional amendments 1917, as soon as the Party itself became a
rejected, but no election was more Republican one. Griffith's Sinn Féin had
significant than the one held this week . L

" started out with the objective of a dual
100 years ago. . L

. monarchy, and not a Republic—which is
Midway, McGreevy further wrote: how Griffith again ended up before his

"The Irish Party fully expected to win demise—which would explain Plunkett's
and was stunned whenitdid not. Plunkett antipathy towards him. And, as for present-
won in a landslide... The Irish Party's day Sinn Féin, Councillor Micheal Mac

mouthpiece, theFreeman's Journal  ponncha replied on February 10th:
prophetically called the result 'ruinous'

in the Gaelic League and was elected
vice president of the newly consolidated
party, was put in charge of SF publicity
during the general election, and at its
conclusion allegedly saidThe people
have voted Sinn Féin. What we have to do
now is explain to people what Sinn Féin
is'..." (p 184).

for the party. It brought an end to its

hegemony in nationalist Ireland and

presaged the wipeout of the party at the
December 1918 election. The North

Roscommon byelection has some claim
to be the most important byelection in

Irish history."

And he closed:

"The North Roscommon byelection
was the first opportunity the Irish people
had to pronounce directly on the Easter
Rising. Plunkett put himself forward as
the living embodiment of the spirit of the
Rising and sought retrospective demo-
cratic validation for the actions of the
rebels of the Easter Rising. In that he
succeeded. Things would never be the
same again."

But it is Ferriter himself who cannot
explain how a man, whom he wrongly
accused of denouncing the 1916 Rising
rebels asmurderers’; could be elected
Sinn Féin Vice President a year later, and,
a year later again, would be put in charge
of publicity for its victorious General Elec-
tion campaign. Perhaps there was method,
then, when asked to speak on radio about

the ilntervening February 1917 B.y— McGreevy is, however, drish Times
Election, that Ferriter made no me”t'ontjournalistwith a particular set of agendas.

whatsoever of O'Flanagan, and still less of o5 thelrish Timeshas described its own
his pivotal role in ensuring victory.

"Ronan McGreevy could not resist a
sideswipe when he wrote that Plunkett
'was not, as the present Sinn Féin erron-
eously claims, the first elected Sinn Féin
MP'. Plunkett did indeed stand as an
Independent but had the support of Sinn
Féin, the lIrish Volunteers and other
nationalist and republican groups, most
of which came together later that year to
adopt a republican constitution for Sinn
Féin. Naturally the North Roscommon
election was seen then and since as the
first of a series of byelection victories for
resurgent 'Sinn Féinism'. As for 'the
present Sinn Féin', | do not know what
‘erroneous claim' Ronan McGreevy refers
to, but in the January 2017 editionfof
Phoblacht | wrote: 'While often cited as
the first Sinn Féin election victory after
the Rising, Plunkett was not officially a

Sinn Féin candidate'.

While Ferriter treated Fr. O'Flanagan

man on January 20th, under the heading ofS & non-person in the Roscommon By-

Somuch, then, for the academic profes-"President Trump: Irish writers have their Election victory, McGreevy admitted that
sional historians of both TCD and UCD. say"—"Ronan McGreevy is the author of he was its champion strategist. But his
And vet, in stark contrast, others have Wherever the Firing Line Extends: Ireland Narrative had a patronising, sneering tone:

highlighted the pathbreaking character ofand the Western Frontle is also the
that By-Election. This was the case with editor of thelrish TimesbookWas it for
An Phoblachton January 16th, which this? Reflections on the Easter Rising.
carried an excellent article by Sinn Féin And so, in his article on the Roscommon
Dublin City Councillor Micheal Mac by-election, McGreevy indulged himself
Donncha, entitledFr Michael O'Flana in some political point scoring, when he
gan and the Roscommon by-election" further wrote:

would also encourage readersto checkout  "He (Plunkett) was not, as the present
https://erinascendantwordpress. Sinn Féin erroneously claims, the first

wordpress.com/2017/02/01/an-idolatry- ~ €lected Sinn Féin MP. Plunkett stood as

of-candidates-count-plunkett-and-the-

north-roscommon-by-election-o0f-1917/

for a most impressive Irish History Blog
by one Daniel Murray.

Diarmaid Ferriter, in his capacity as

an Independent. His election agent was
the Independent MP Laurence Ginnell.
You will search in vain in his extensive
election literature for any mention of
Sinn Féin. As his daughter Geraldine, in
her posthumously published memoir,
remembered: 'He was not a member of

"George Plunkett (was) a papal count,
aleading expert on the Renaissance artist
Sandro Botticelli and a patrician figure...
Athisfirst meeting in Carrick-on-Shannon,
he was introduced by his great champion,
the rebel priest Fr Michael O'Flanagan.
Plunkett, O'Flanagan opined, was no less
than 'the leader of the Irish race' and the
'royal face of Cathleen Ni Houlihan'.
O'Flanagan saw divine intervention at
work in Plunkett's candidature. It was
thought impossible to move around the
constituency, given the depth of snow,
but O'Flanagan had galvanised an army
of volunteers to clear the path for the old
count. (At that juncture, Plunkett had
lived just two thirds of his life. He was 65,
and would live on for a further 31 years,



passing away in 1948—MO'R). Children  Thelrish Timeshad already entrusted
improvised their support, spelling outthe \cGreevy with editing its own 1916
}/yc)l(rjds lthphPlunketF onthe snow-covered ¢onenary hookVasitfor this? Reflections  made from the very outset, in its issue of
lelds of the constituency. on the 1916 Risingrhe book a compen- 28th April 1916, in advance of—and in
Non-believers might remain unimpres- dium of a whole range of views, including order to advance—the wave of executions
sed by O'Flanagan's religious imagery,those of Gerry Adams. Of particular note, that would run from May 3 to May 12.
but McGreevy's sneering was in sharphowever, is how, in its issue of May 20th
contrast with the reverential tone adoptedlast, thelrish Timesindulged McGreevy
by him with respect to the divine interven- in shamelessly plugging his/their own
tion invoked by his British Army Great book himself, and the unique view held by
War hero Thomas Kettle, supposedly him of that paper's role in 1916 itself that .
o i antly favourable review, however, Horgan
fighting on behalf of the Son of Gatior he sought to push to the fore. "Other . ha
a dream born in a herdsman's shed, andEaster Rising books are about what hap-drew attention to yet anotr']er apglog|a n
. . . . . the extreme on McGreevy's part:
for the sacred Scripture of the poor pened Was it for Thisds about what it
McGreevy's article of September 9th means", ran McGreevy's self-promoting
last was entitledTom Kettle and the headline, followed by the sub-heading
‘foolish dead' who perished in foreign "Wasitforthis?—Reflections onthe Easter
wars: Kettle died to liberate France which Risingbegins and ends witlish Times
has long been an inspiration for Irish editorials but in between is a whole spec-
republicans".He advanced the incredible trum of opinion, from Sean O'Casey to
thesis that British Imperialism's First Kevin Myers". And, several paragraphs
World War had been waged in order to down, came His Master's Voice apologia:
prevent a proto-Nazi genocide of the "Contrarytowhathas often been suggested
French nation in 1914: since, The Irish Timesever explicitly
"Would Kettle have been better off Called for the executions of the leaders of
fighting for Ireland at home instead of the the Rising, but neither did it condemn
ggftfrn:oegi%mzeg?hfg:]elﬁighsgllg :/r\ml:rs] gt Lzemé;;d’izgﬁjn 12;%irt£§ Z?ch:lg:r?*neer In McGreevy's self-promoting article
Suvia or SUd-EFBar'2.. At the end of his. qaeared frie fags J "Bt May 20th last, he boasted of hish
famous poem, Kettle concluded thatthe ~, - oo th could McGreevy employ

war transcended petty nationalism and itS ch mealv-mouthed terminoloday as
was Christian values that were at stake...>! y u : 9y

It is tempting to conclude that the First never explicitly'to what thdrish Times
World War was all for nothing, tempting had actually and unequivocally called for?
but wrong. How can it be universally Let us recall that paper's exact words:

Thereality actually been worse than that, for
such a precisdrish Timescall had been

As it happened, it was John Horgan
who would review the McGreevyfish
Timesbook for that paper in its issue of
May 21stlast. Inthe course of a predomin-

"Readers may not be convinced, given
The Irish Time's then visceral dislike of
the Irish Parliamentary Party, by the
editor's suggested reason for the omission
of the most poignant excerpts from the
post-Rising House of Commons debate,
at which John Redmond praised the
‘bravery and skill' of the insurgents and
described Gen Sir John Maxwell execu-
tions of the leaders of the rebellion as
'letting loose a river of blood'. Could
‘deadlines pressures' alone have been
responsible for such political omissions?"

Timesbook:

"It would be difficult to assemble such
an array of heavyweight commentary if
one were to try and do it from various
sources. Indeed, one could argue that
such a book would not be possible except

acknowledged that the second World
War, which liberated Europe from
German aggression, was a just war, yet
the liberation of Europe in the first World
War was not?.. Many more Irish men like
Kettle died in the defence of the French
Republic than died in the creation of our
own. They died that France might live."

through the archives dte Irish Times
which has been a forum for all shades of
Irish opinion over the last century."

"The State has struck, but its work is
not yet finished. The surgeon's knife has
been put to the corruption in the body of
Ireland, and its course must not be stayed
until the whole malignant growth has
been removed."

Readers will be aware that | myself
frequently delve into those archives—
though hardly as much, admittedly, as

By McGreevy's 'logic', thirish Inde ~ McGreevy's own systematic excavation.

And, sure, why wouldn't McGreevy pendenshould also be exonerated of the But, then, that's what, as &msh Times
make such outlandish claims? Hadn't hecparge that it had called for Connolly and émployee, McGreevy is paid to do. In a
been given every encouragement by hisyiac Diarmada to be finished off, because Series of nineteen articles between January

bosses to go down that particular roadj; "never explicitly'named them!
three months previously when, on June
29th last, the paper headlined: "Book by girected against a formdrish Times
Irish Timegournalist on first World War".
It continued:

14th and March 25th of last year, which he
entitled "1916/2016: A miscellany”
McGreevy's research made skilful use, on

McGreevy's'contrary to"was, in fact,

journalist, John Horgan, who had addres-each day of publication, of whathe
sed thatissue head on in thish Timesof

paper of recordhad covered onthat same

"Thisweek 100years ago, Irish soldiers 24th September 2005. In the concludingday 100 years previously. | have not the
were among thousands preparing for thegantence of his review of Donal Nevin's Slightest doubt that McGreevy is compre-

onset of the Battle of the Somme... Their
story is among those explored in a new
book by Irish Timesjournalist Ronan
McGreevy—Wherever the Firing Line
Extends: Ireland and the Western Front
The title is from a speech by John
Redmondin 1914 urging Irish Volunteers
to go 'wherever the firing line extends'.
'‘Many, many more Irishmen died in the
preservation of the French Republic than
diedinthe creation of ourown', McGreevy
said at the launch. 'There are more
Irishmen on the Thiepval Memorial to
the Missing than were killed in the War
of Independence'..."

biography of James Connolly, Horgan hensively conversantwith his newspaper's
wrote:

archives for February 1917. That is why,
"We probably need a book on Connolly when noting that in his ce‘ntenary article
in every generation to keep his memory N€ had quoted thiéreeman’s Journasn
green. Perhaps the next one will alsothe Roscommon By-Election, | was at
remind us, notonly of tHesh Independ  first completely bewildered as to why he
ents splenetic editorial on the eve of the had chosen not to quote a single word
execution of Connolly and MacDiarmada, from the coverage of that election by his
butalso of thérish Timess cold-blooded  J\ 0 [rish Times He had, after all,

and repeated exhortations to Asquith and ded that Plunkett's vict

Maxwell, asthe protestsagainsttheexecu-Conce ed that Flunketts victory saw a
tions gathered momentum, to wield 'the retrospective democratic mandate being
surgeon's knife... until the whole malig- provided for the 1916 Rising. And then

nant growth has been removed'." the penny dropped as to why McGreevy
21
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had decided to portray that election'sissues
as centring on Easter Week diativine
intervention;why he had set out to present
a caricature of Fr. Michael O'Flanagan,
and why—when it came to February
1917—thelrish Timesarchives became
for him "the love that dare not speak its
name' For thdrish Timesf 8th February
1917 clearly showed that, while the North
Roscommon electorate had indeed endors-
ed the Easter Rising, this was secondary to
its decisive rejection of British Imperial-
ism's Great War, so beloved by crusader
McGreevy in his retrospectivVé/ar Upon

the German Natior(to borrow Connolly's
classification). And it was O'Flanagan's
astute and relentless anti-War campaigning
that had decisively swung the election on A hundred years ago, in a percept
thisissue, as thitsh Timeseport, entitled ~ "ePort where it did indeed function as
"How Count Plunkett Won North 'Paper of record; thelrish Timessaw
Roscommon—The Inner Story Of Thethat it could no longer present &Sur

Contest (By One Who Was Through, It)" War". And in a demonstration stippres
made demonstrably clear: sio verj the world view of today's self

"Count Plunkett won North Roscom- . )
mon on the anti-conscription cry plus the Suppress the historical truth of th
appeal to the people's sentiments inparticularlrish Timesrecord.
connection with the Rebellion of Easter Manus O'Riordan

was the main driving force behind t
candidate... The burden of all Fath
O'Flanagan’s election speeches was
same. He argued that conscription wo
have been applied to Ireland last y4{
were it not for the Rebellion of East
Week... By voting for Plunkett they wel

As Father O'Flanagan put it in all h
speeches, itwould be better and easie
the young men in Ireland to carry the

for Plunkett rather than have to serve|
conscripts in the trenches in Flandg
This appeal went straight home to t
parental instincts of voters with sons
military age."

Week. The Rev. Michael O'Flanagan}l...

warding off conscription from Ireland.

fathers on their backs to the polls to vgte

I was not much aware of Mansergh
€ until then. Or, rather, | was aware of
€I Mansergh senior. Away backin the 1960s,
Jtlzebefore | ever thought | would be writing
o about these things, Pat Murphy told me
Ly about him and about his ambivalent
e relationship with De Valera.
That Mansergh was a senior administra-
S torinthe British apparatus of State. During
folthe World War he directed the Ministry of
' Information (the English name for Propa-
asdanda). And DeV, having adifficult situa-
rs. tion to cope with as leader of a neutral
he state during a British War, whose neutrality
of the British Prime minister did notrecognise
as legitimate, found it useful to strike up a
relationship with Mansergh, knowing what
V€ he was and taking account of it.

a (Jack Lane discovered some years ago
from the British archives that Mansergh
conducted subliminal propaganda against
Irish neutrality. Se@ropaganda With

- Your Laxatives, Irish Political Review,

regarding ‘paper of record" has chosen tojune 3009.)

At
Nicholas Mansergh was Irish-born but

all his work was done in the service of the

Transcendental Politics? Part 2

How Redmond Won Irish Independence!

The article by Martin Mansergh referred a series of distorting mirrors put in place
to last month is in fact a letter, which is by Australian David Fitzpatrick's 'Trinity
worth reprinting in full as it sums up the History Workshop', and by the new
revisionist view of events in Ireland bet- lightweight NGO Professorship of Roy
ween 1914 and 1922 and dismisses all thaFoster, whose vantage point on Ireland is
What makes it
unnecessary to the achievement of whatifferentis that Mansergh is—or was until
was eventually recognised by Britain asrecently—an intellectual who is actively
engaged within the Dublin political

was done on the Irish side as having beerstrictly Anglo-Irish.

an Irish state.
Establishment.
The Irish state was established on the He was "adviser" to a series of Fian
British initiative. It, or something like it, Fail Taoiseachs.
would, therefore, have been established When John Bruton unexpected

anyway. The significant Irish contribution became Taoiseach, he seemed to under-

to it was mass enlistment in the British stand that his well-known nihilistic opinio

Army for war on Germany and Turkey, of the Independence movement was
because the purpose of the war was to estabinappropriate to the position of Prime
lish a new international order based on theMinister of the State which the Independ-
It just
new international order was established, andvould not do in his handling of the North.

principle of national self-determination. That ence movement brought about.

it brought a dozen new states into being,He wanted Mansergh to stay on as
including the Irish Free State. Germany adviser. Mansergh refused.
(withwhichthe 1916 Insurrectionaries allied It was very much to Bruton's credit th

themselves) contributed nothing to the he wanted somebody who had been
brought into high politics by that very bad
to be his adviser,

establishment of these new states.
The letter is ratherincoherently written, man, Charles Haughey,

and leaves room for equivocation, but thaton the North. It indicated an awareness.
that his simple-minded ideological posi-
tion, that he could indulge in Opposition,
There is nothing newinit. ltisthe view did not express the reality of the things
that a Taoiseach would have to deal with.with 32 County pretensions written into

is the gist of what it says.

of the past a%seen historically'through

British State—administrative and academic.
He owned the substantial remnant of an
Irish landed estate.

Martin Mansergh was born, reared and
educated as part of the lower upper-class
of England but he made a career in Irish
politics—or in the politics of the Irish
State, which is not the same thing. He
gained status by being adopted as an
assistant by Haughey, who knew how to
use anything usable while keeping itin its
place. He continued in the service of
Fianna Fail leaders after Haughey, but his
relationship with them cannot have been
what it was with Haughey. He grew in
status as his surroundings shrank.
na Haughey was by far the most substantial
| thing in Irish politics since De Valera.
Y That fact must have been apparent. even
to the later Fianna Fail leaders who were
obliged, by the influence they allowed the
Irish Timego exert on disoriented public
opinion, to denounce him. And Mansergh
gained added value through having been
used by him.
his His status would have gained further
increase if he had responded positively to
Bruton's request that he should continue
as Northern adviser when Fine Gael
replaced Fianna Fail in the Taoiseach's
Office—an Office greatly enlarged by

n

at

Haughey for the purpose of reducing the
influence of the External Affairs
Department.

The Republic was a 26 Country state



its Constitution, but without a 32 County ~ The connection between Captain Kelly the nation by Tories. Itwas a pity it had to
policy, eventhough awar was being foughtand the Taoiseach was sufficiently indirect pe dealt with like this. But that was how
by the large, undemocratically-governed, to allow Lynch to survive the failed things were.
Nationalist minority of the Six County- prosecutions, butif Haughey had conduct-  The party leaders used complicated
part, which Dublin was obliged by the ed an all-out defence, the Government,forms of words about the North. Some of
Constitution to regard as being governedand more than the Government, would them seemed to believe what they said—
illegitimately because itwas not subject to have been blown away. though | couldn't see what meaning there
government by the Irish State. was in them to believe. But, on the whole,
(The fact that it was governed undemo-  Lynch, supported by Fine Gael and the official forms of words did not express
cratically as part of the British state, even if Labour, treated the verdict as perverseithe state of feeling in the parties—the
British sovereignty was regarded as legiti- but there was no attempt to discipline state of feeling was directly contrary to
mate, was something that Leinster HouseHaughey within Fianna Fail for having the spirit of the form of words.
politics of all brands preferred not to see.) committed treason and got away with it

because of a jury that was got at (the line  Haughey, after his Trial, set about
Furthermore, the 26 County party that was put out). building a base for himself in Lynch's

system, which had always been lop-sided Fianna Fail. He took over from Lynch,
because of the Treaty War, and which From that point onwards there was no and had policies both for the Republic and
limped along only by means of occasional Northern policy in Leinster House. There the North. The propaganda against him as
Coalitions of the two Opposition extremes was convoluted chatter by the party leadershe rebel who tried to plunge the state into
which acted asinterludesin the continuousbut there was no point to it in the war yar prevented him from ever winning an
government since 1932 of the substantialsituation that had come aboutin the North. gutright election victory, but he still made
Fianna Fail Centre-left, was threatening  The chatter, if taken in earnest, would hjs policies effective, both North and
to become seriously dysfunctional. have ledto a political movementto amendsgouth. The South entered the world of

Haughey had been put on trial, effect- the Constitution so asto legitimise British Finance Capitalism and th#ailed
ively for the treasonable act of making sovereignty in the North, so long as aconstitutional entity"in the North was
arrangements for war on the North. The majority desired it. That was not done. taken in hand in cooperation with John
charge was laid by Jack Lynch who had Allthatone heard were routine condemna-Hume and Gerry Adams.

himself, as Taoiseach, set in motion the tions of the'men of violenceih the North And John Bruton, a genuinely anti-
arrangements for which Haughey was who were acting against the illegitimate Nationalist Fine Gael leader, became
prosecuted, and had instructed the Irish ArmyBritish sovereignty. Taoiseach, and asked Martin Mansergh to

to plan for possible incursionsintothe North  The condemnations of violence were come over to him from Fianna Fail. And
to assist the Nationalist insurgency. Lynch fortherecord. There was extensive supporiviansergh refused.
did thisto Haughey and othersunder pressuren all parties for the'final push” that | was puzzled by his refusal. | had
from the Fine Gael leader, Liam Cosgrave, would cause the obsolete feudal-religioussomehow got the notion of him as a public
who himself acted under prompting from concoction of Ulster Unionismto crumble. servant in the interface between the Gov-
the British Ambassador. ernment and the administrative machine,
The Prosecution failed because | proposed in 1969 that Dublin should such as Maurice Hankey had been when
authoritative evidence was given that the come to terms with the fact that the Ulster the established British party-system of
defendants acted under GovernmentinstrucProtestant community had the durablejberals and Tories broke up due to the
tion. The charge against Haughey's associatequality of a nationality, recognise it as collapse f the Liberal Party under the
Neil Blaney, had already been dropped atsuch, and set about negotiating terms Ofstrain of the Great War that it had launched,
the level of the Magistrate's Court without co-operation with it. Thatwas in Septem- gnd a new party, effectively founded only
any reason being given. The reason canonlyer 1969. The proposal was categoricallyijn 1916, and entirely inexperienced in
have been that Blaney indicated that, if herejected by Lynch in October. government, suddenly became His Maj-
was taken to the High Court, he would have  Partition—the conciliation of Protestant esty's Opposition in a world that was in
conducted a full-blooded defence and shownreligious bigotry by Britain—was the cause flux. Hankey acted as a kind of general
that all that had been done had been done iwf the trouble in the North and the trouble political administrator of the emergence
accordance with the Taoiseach’s policy. would only end when Protestantbigotry was of a new party system. And | don't think
However, his promising prospects in faced up to and Partition was ended. itwas absurd to see Bruton's sudden arrival

governing politics was finished. My "two-nation"proposal was rejected N Power as being similarin some degree—

Haughey let himself be tried but con- by all sides. Nevertheless, itwas experien-2nd t0 see Mansergh as doing in some
ducted a minimal defence, knowing that ced as an irritant—a ridiculous notion that 9€gree the kind of thing that Hankey did.
Lynch was disabled in Court by the fact would notgo away. Many eminentfigures 1 he Situation certainly called for it.
that it was his own Northern policy that he undertook to dispute it with me in public ~ Raymond Crotty, who was to my mind
was prosecuting. The military man who debate. | debated with Fine Gael Front-the last Irish academic worthy to be called
was presented as a co-conspirator, CaptaiBencher Richie Ryan in Coleraine, and so, despaired of the Republic in the mid-
Kelly, conducted an active defence, with Labour Front-Bencher Frank Pren- 1970s. In an article published in the
showing that he had acted under Govern-dergast in Limerick. And I'm sure that (London)Timeshe called on the British
ment authority. His military superior, Haughey'sideas onthe character of Ulsterruling class to come and take nationalist
who acted on the instruction of the relevant Protestant society were nowhere near adreland in hand again. It was a pathetic
Government Minister, gave truthful evid- crudely and unthinkingly nationalisticand expression of the intellectual bankruptcy
ence, showing the prosecution case to balenialist as theirs were: The IRA was of Professor Crotty himself and of the
without foundation. (He also suffered the engaged in the final push against the Ulstemprofessional bourgeois class of which he
consequences, in his retirement.) Unionist hulk dumped across the path of was the best sample. For me, an outcastin
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Belfast, it justified the contempt felt for
the Dublin Establishment after its weak-
minded refusal to face Northern facts in
1969-70—aweakness of mind that expres-
sed weakness of character, and that soon
became the frightened mind committed to
the construction of sedative alternative
realities in what little remained of Irish
academia.

By the time of Professor Crotty's appeal,
Britain had already committed resources
to taking the Irish middle class in hand,
relieving its despair by bringing it back
into fold, And what Crotty himself did
was establish the Irish Sovereignty Move-
ment that was directed against the
European Union and could therefore only
be Anglophile in effect.

The only counter-development was
Haughey's establishment of his own perso-
nal Government as an independent force
within the Government of which he was
Taoiseach, which made the EU believe
thatthe Republic was actually anindepend-
ent state after all, and which set in motion
a realistic policy for the North, based on
the maxim that Northern Ireland was not
aviable Constitutional entity—and which
indulged in none of the mindless mischief-
making "initiatives" one had become
accustomed to from Dublin.

So, why did the Englishman who had
been useful by Haughey, and had apparent-
ly been in his confidence, refuses to put
his Haugheyite understanding at the ser-
vice of John Bruton? It puzzled me at the
time. The reason soon became clear
enough. Fianna Fail was the awkward
party in the British view, and Mansergh
has used the influence he gained through
being used by Haughey to chip all the
awkward edges of Fianna Fail, abolishing
its distinctiveness, and re-making itinto a
Treatyite Party.

Here is hislrish Newsletter of 11th
August 2016:

"Future progress may depend on ability
to transcend conflicts of the past
MARTIN MANSERGH

While we all take sides in historical
conflicts, the consequences of which still
affect our lives today, future progress
may depend on our ability collectively to
transcend the conflicts of the past,
recognising that the black and white
political polemics that surrounded them
may not always correspond to a better
understanding that there were much more
complicated realities. Significant prog-
ress has been made with regard to
commemoration of those who died in the
First World War. Initial nationalist

support for and involvement in the First military action in defence of what had

throughoutare now widely acknowledged "new international orderestablished by
and respected, where for a long time thisthe defeat of Germany in the War to which
was suppressed. Last week, | attended &3¢ 4mond had committed the Home Rule

ceremony at Richmond Barracks in .
Dublin—where the hall used to hold C2USeé—Which shows thaPeople can

prisoners from the 1916 Rising has just S€rve their country in different ways".
been restored by the State — at which the  ltwas, he saysnot only the work ofthe
Deputy First Minister Martin McGuin- separatist volunteers”. But, if it was not
ness unveiled a bust of the soldier poetonly or chiefly their work, but was substan-
Francis Ledwidge. He wrote a famous tja|ly the work of the enemy on which they
poem that was a lament for Thomas pa4 made war, then their work must have

McDonagh, the executed 1916 leader .
who was a fellow poet, a year before he been counter-productive. The fact that

himself was killed on the Western Front. they made war on Britain duringits war on
Surely we can acknowledge that they Germany, which was being fought for the
were both patriots. principle of national statehood, would
Of course, the First World War was naturally have biassed Britain againstthem
caused by imperial rivalries, irresponsible \when it was doling out statehoods in the

brinkmanship, and intriguing war- oot of victory in 1919
mongersto be found in every participating '

country, and the resultwas anhorrendous A "dozen new stategmerged in 1918
war of attrition costing millions of lives. g 1923"including the Irish Free State"

!_etusalsoacknoyyledgethatIrish separat-g it the others emerged in 11918-19, by
ists had been waiting 60 years or more forgrace of'the new international order”

Britain to become embroiled in an inter- . .
national conflict. Most historians accept thatwas formalised by the Versailles Con-

that the rising would not have occurred ference and its League of Nations adenCt.

outside this context. Irish soldiers in . "
British uniform were told by their political By the time the Free Statemerged,

leaders that they were fighting for Irish € néw international order was defunct.
freedom in the form of Home Rule (or Francewas inserious conflict with Britain
freedom from it, if they were unionist). over the German border and was acting
The volunteers in 1916 were fighting for unilaterally. Italy, cheated of some of the
complete freedom, but of course they did territory ‘awarded' to it by Britain by pri-

g?tthgee;Eb?gq\égﬁ?h\ggggg?ﬁet?ﬁ d'g;‘gﬁ(; vate arrangement in 1915 in order to lure
ence struggle, always acknowledged thelt iNto war against Austria in defiance of a

debt to Wilsonian principles, after large body prublic opinion (represgnted
America entered the war on the allied by the Socialist Party and the Vatican),
side, and in particular the principle of was also acting unilaterally, led by Musso-
national self-determination, even if liniwho in 1915 had acted with Britain to

Wilson was personally totally unsympa- pring Italy into the War.
theticto Ireland and even if Lloyd George

never recognised its applicationto Ireland. S : )
The period 1918 to 1923 saw the con- Japan—Britain's ally, which had pro

sequent emergence of about a dozen nevjectéd Britain’s Asian Empire during the
states in Europe, including the Irish Free War, found itself rejected by Britain under

State. The gallant allies in Europe, who pressure from the United States; its motion
had been counted upon, were for nothingfor a statement on racial equality was
inallthis. The pointthatis notyetwidely rejected by the League of Nations—was
grasped is that, seen historically, the 5cting unilaterally to secure its position as

statehood such as has been achieved wa Lo ) .
not only the work of the separatist 3N Empire in the international order of

volunteers, but was also the product of athings into which it had been forced by
new international order that resulted from American warships in the 1850s.

the allied victory to which Irishmen also ~ Turkey had repudiated the Treaty
contributed. We also tend to forget that dictated to it by the new international
onthe Western Frontat least Irish soldiers grder and had waged a successful national
were fighting to free homelands of France , 5, against it.

and Belgium from German occupation . .
and possible annexation, and there was Greece—brought into the War against

nothing particularly imperialistaboutthat. | Urkey by a puppet Government set up by
People can serve their country with effect British invasion, and urged by Britain to
in different ways, and we should be slow invade and annex part of the Turkish
to excoriate them for doing so. mainland—found itself abandoned by
~ Martin Mansergh  Britain in the face of a strong Turkish
Tipperary, Co Tipperary rggistance supported by France.

So, Irish statehoodsuch as has been That was thénew international order"

achieved;'was notbroughtaboutby voting that conferred'such statehood as has
(which is not even mentioned), or by been achievedin the Free State in 1923.

That"order" had been a shambles long

World War and heavy sacrifices been voted for. It was established by thebefore 1923.



Nicholas Mansergh, while directing the "In South Eastern Europe it was the... been the centre, had combined itself with
British Ministry of Propaganda (which it ~ Impending destruction of the Dual Germany on nationalist grounds.

preferred to callnformation) in 1944, uMnodneirfhhg o\lléh(i)(;g einadguﬁvggr;neer:ﬁgﬁgli _ _

came to Dublin to deliver théady is not a question of disputes between Czechoslavakl_aalso did not knock at the
Ardilaun Lecturesat the Princess Alex- states but of a transfer of sovereignty in door of the Vers_al!les Conference Ro_om. It
andra College for Protestantyoung ladies, ~orderto reconcile institutional with politi- Was created within the Room. It did not
and these Lectures were published in calrealities. In 1914 the peaceful abdica- suspect that it existed until the Rulers of the
London asThe Coming Of The 1st World tion was not to be contemplated" (p245). World (Britain and France) declared it to be

Warin 1947, which was used as a textbook _ _ asovereign state. It was made up of five or
in the Queen's University, Belfast, for a _ But v_vhat was the ideal of Arthur Grif- six natioanlities, and the ruling Czechs (a
period. (Princess Alexandra College hagfith's Sinn Fel_n?_ A settle_:ment between minority in the state) did not have the aptitude
become Alexandra College in common Ireland and Britain on the lines of the Dual for making accommodations that the Dual
usage, and had broadened out in its imake[\/lonarchy settlement between Austria andMonarchy had.
but Mansergh continued to call it by its Hungary! o Britain, which had destroyed the Dual
given name.) Itwas in the United Kingdom that peaceful Monarchy in 1918,, destroyed Czecho-
accommodation between the Empire andslovakia 20 years later by making a gift of
The master of the British war propa- national Qevelqpment—ap accommodation the German region to Hitler—whereupon
gandamust have seen advantage in Ieavin%m even involving sovereigntycould not_ the large Hungarian minority seceded to
the War for a while in order to lecture P€achieved, andthatthe attemptto achievéiungary and the Poles to Poland, and the
young ladies in Dublin. Jack Lane dis- Mere devolution brought the state to theSlovaks constructed their own state.

covered that he tried to subvert the moraleVerge of civil war.

ofneutral Ireland by various indirect means _ S _ This was the substance of the national
(seePropaganda With Your Laxatives The"impending disintegrationtf the  principle, as applied by tH@ew order

Jack Lane Irish Politicval ReviewJune ~Hapsburg State had been averted by Duagstablished by the War to which Redmond
2009/), and this presumably was also theMonarchy two generations past, and thesupplied scores of thousands of Volunteers.
purpose of his Lady Ardilaun Lectures. DPual Monarchy was now feeling its way Of the Versalllesnation states'the
Discussing the background to the War, towards shaping itself into three dimen- only one f[hat had asserted its eX|s_tence in
he said that— sions, to include a Slav component. Thearms during the War was the Polish one.
incidentin July 1914, that enabled Russia,But the Poles had not fought against
Europe and the approaching dis- Franc_e and Britain to put thelunder Germany/Austria. They had, like .James
integration of the Austro-Hungarian Standingsinto effectwas not the work of - Connolly, foughtagainst trigntenteAllies,
Monarchy presented a series of political & Yugoslav movementthatwas striving to in alliance with Germany and the Dual
problems insoluble without war" (p9). break free of the Dual Monarchy. It was Monarchy—so it was not the case ttthe
_ just a terrorist act organised from outside gallant allies in Europe... were for nothing
Well, Turkey had already withdrawn ',y oy pansionist Serbia. Itled, for reasonsin all this". (And presumably the reason the
from Europe as much as |_t was gqmg _tothat had nothing to do with the alleged gallant allies did not commit themselves
do, and the Austro-Hungarian Empire did jnsiapility of the Dual Monarchy, to the more heavily in Ireland was that they judged
not disintegrate. European War which Britain boosted into from the minimal response to Casement's
It is a technique of British propaganda a World War. recruiting that separatist Irish nationalism
history (the predominant kind) to speak of ~ The"surging, relentless tide of Balkan Was anegligible fringe movementthatwould
disintegration or collapsein place of nationalism’ which"mustinthe longrun do nothing because the bulk of the national
destruction sweep away the bulwarks of the Austro-movementhad beenabsorbed intothe British
The Hapsburg Empire did natis  Hungarian Empire... fromwithin(p245) ~ Empire fo the extent ofolunteering en
integrate itwas destroyed in along warin 9averisetonotasingle insurrection againstnasseo fight for it when various means of
which superior force was applied to it Vienna. compulsion were already having to be
from the outside. There was no counterpart |t Was Britain that suffered the only applied in England.
in Hapsburg territories of the 1916 natE;onahst Insurrection of the War. If the Dual Monarchy was broken up by
Insurrection in the British Empire, and ut,after the United States had Olefeatedstrong national movements within—as the
there had been no nationalist Home RuleG€'many, Britain destroyed the Dual

. United Kingdom was—one would expect
movements in the Hapsburg territories Monarchy and created independent : ;
p 9 "nation states'out of it. the result to be effective nation states. The

such as had dominated politics in Ireland two crucial Versailles states, thrown together
for generations. And there was no  yygogiavia did notappear at Versailles for reasons of Anglo-French Imperial
Czechoslovakia or Yugoslaviawaiting to. ¢|amouyring for admission to the Confer- expediency, were dysfunctional from the
be brought to birth by the British midwife. once- |reland did, but was locked out. ~ start. And they gave rise to real instability in
The Empire that was in the grip of a  Yugoslavia was not a nation state. It the European order of things, in place of the
disintegrative force which had a direct Was created by Versailles from various notional |nstab|I|_ty projected onto the Dual
bearing on the War was the British Empire. discordant bits of the destroyed Dual Monarchy by British propaganda.
Mansergh does not mention this. He doesMonarchy which were attached to Serbia. ~ The replacement of the Dual Monarchy
not mention that the Irish Home Rule issue It had from the start internal forces of by those Versailles concoctions gave rise
had brought British public life to a fever disintegration, which pulled themselves to the widespread and deep anti-Semitism
pitch verging on civil war, so that the sudden apart when Hitler provided the opportun- in Eastern Europe that gave vigorous
arrival of the opportunity to put into effect ity, reconnecting themselves with Austria popular life to the somewhat doctrinaire
the preparations that had been made for war—Wwhich, as a small fragment of the anti-Semitism of part of the Nazi elite. It
on Germany came as a relief. destroyed Hapsburg State of which itoncewas not in Germany that the killing of
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ewsin public was a popular entertainment.of the Home Rule movement about how widespread desire for Independence.
J publ popul tert t.of the H Rul t about h despread d for Independ
The Jews had a secure place as théhis was compatible with the war-time  Itwasacase of either/or. Either give up on
commercial and rofessionalpclass of theprinciple of national self-determination. Independence or be prepared to fight for it.
Dual Monarch pThe were entirelv out He explained that national self-determination,  The Irish made preparations to get some-
of Iaceintheli)t/tlle iecyes ofthe Mongrch as proclaimed by Britain, had been clearly thing they wanted in the only way that it
thgt Were Dreci pitated into extremg intended to apply only to nationalities could be got. Maybe they shouldn't have
nationalismg Vefsailles as nation-statesWithin the Hapsburg Empire. wanted it. But that is a different argument
that were not{‘ounded or; comprehensive Was that a piece of trickery by which —anargumentabout something else. John
national development P Perfidious Albion slipped out of an Bruton's position seems to be that they
P ' engagement? Not in the least. As far aswould have been better off—or would
As for Woodrow Wilson: there was no Ireland was concerned—and Ireland is thehave been better people?—if they had not
Wilson era in European affairs. Wilson only case in point—there was never any wanted it. Butto condemn them for trying
did not bring the national principle into suggestion that Westminster recognised ato get it in the only way it could be got is

the Allied war propaganda. It was put ght of independence under its war policy. irrational.

there at the start by Asquith and Lloyd Irishindependence continued to be ruled out
George. It was the sentiment by which of the question all through the war. There is a third position, and I think it

they gained Redmond as a war-recruiter Ifthe Home Rule leaders were deceivedwas held fairly widely though not articula-
and overwhelmed anti-War sentiment on in this matter, they deceived themselves.ted clearly: Irish independence was a
the Liberal backbenches. The United worthy ideal but, since it could only be
States, after three years of profitable But I don't think they were deceived at realised through war with Britain, it should
neutrality, had sound material reasons forall. They committed themselves to the not have been striven for.
entering the War—one reason being thatEmpire in August/September 1914, seeinga  What does that boil down to? Mightis
Britain was in hock to it and the debt glorious future for themselves as partnersinRight. Superior power must not be
would have to be written off if Britain lost, it. They no longer wished for national challenged on the only ground that it
as seemed likely. independence. But, after things went awry, knows?
with the Insurrection, and the Election, and

It prevented Britain from losing, but the Versailles fiasco, some of them could How should Home Rule militarism be
Britain did not allow it to determine the hotremember clearly what they had done incommemorated in accordance with
peace arrangements, and the Versailles914. And it is possible that in 1914 the better understandingdf "complicated
"Treaty" (dictated to Germany) was excitement of the war-drums had addledrealities™? What exactly is there to
repudiated by Congress well before thetheir brains. It's a thing that happens. But"respect'in that militarism that got scores
Free State was established by war on thé&lon't hold Lloyd George responsible for it. ofthousands killed while failing to achieve

ruins of the Republic. It's best to hold him to the catastrophic its object—if its object was Home Rule?
. things for which havasresponsible. The memory of itwas ntsuppressed”
Lloyd George'never recognisedthe and survivors were, in my experience, not

application of the supposed Wilson  The Home Rule MP, T.P. O'Connor, discriminated against. They were let be,
principles to Ireland, and Wilson did not pecame a through British Imperialist during and were sympathised with as have been
try to insist. Therefor.e, €ven supposingthe War and remained so afterwards, andmilitarised in support of a British cause by
that the new order existed in some form, was honoured by Churchill forit. The only irresponsible leaders.
Ireland was not included under it. real gripe he had was that Britain had not
. . . forced the Ulster Protestants under a Home If we are to go beyond this, and have
The Oxford University Press—which . - ; . .
: .. Rule settlement. He would have relished official commemorations (in the British
has, | hear, become an lIrish publishing : . S .
. that. But he found a substitute satisfactioninstyle, which are tantamount to celebra-
house run by a Cork woman—published : S . )
: . .~ ~. " contemplating the subjection of alarge body tions), what exactly is to be the focus of
last year a book with the interesting title, . . ,
. . 2.~ of Hungarians to the Czech State—which the commemoration?
The Politics Of Self-Determination: :
less than twenty years later was a factor in ~ Surely not the mere fact that they were

Remaking Territories And National . . .
Identities In Europe, 1917=231t does the undoing of the Versailles state of recruited by war propaganda—one of the

) Czechoslovakia. oldest and most common stories in the
not give an account of how Ireland was
taken in hand by the new Wilsonian world. .
Mansergh asks us'tacknowledge that If they are not to be treated simply as

international order and set up as a state
Ireland is not mentioned in it. The name
doesn'teven appear inthe Index. Anditis
admitted that thee was no distinct
Wilsonian element whim superseded the

Irish separatists had been waiting 60 years having been duped, and the fact that their
for Britain to become embroiled in an response tothe Wardrumwas notrewarded
international conflict’ Very well. Let's by Home Ruleis setaside, all thatremains
acknowledge it. Everybody knows it. is the purpose for which Britain launched

British policy, or strategy, or rhetoric, of ~ "You that Mitchell'_s prayer have heard, :Eet\i\l’/]orld W?r:thBél)JtttPat IS(;lot Stomd(?th|l|:1g
1914. Wilson, at most, introduced a kind ~ Send war in our time, O Lord!" atthose wi elierunderstanding
ofwild idealism which Britain discounted, [Yeats] ~ have dwelt upon.
holding to its own original position as  So what? The British terms of the = Some time ago, Vincent Browne was
Wilson became increasingly confused by Union were that it could only be ended by given a guided tour of a Great War exhibi-
the complexity of the situation. force. Therefore those who wanted tion atthe Imperial War Museum by Keith
independence made preparations to fightJeffrey, a British military historian who
When Lloyd George was making war for it at a favourable opportunity. The dabbles in Irish affairsBut what was this
on the self-determined Irish Republic, he extent of the Fenian conspiracy, underWar for? Browne asked at one point.
was questioned in Parliamentby aremnantlose police supervision, indicates a Jeffrey was taken aback and groped for an



appropriate cliche. no annexationist claims on anybody. And agreementwas that the Middle East should
It was an indecent question. Britain is the War was precipitated by Russian become an Arab Muslim state if the Turk
a war-fighting state—as Tony Blair mobilisationtowhich Germanyresponded was defeated, but what happened were
reminded it. What one discusses in by declaring war on France. that the Middle East was shared between
connection with war istechnique, heroism, : . Britain and France: and the Arabs who
. . For Ledwidge, a supporter of the anti- .

duty. If one cannot take it that war is . proclaimed an Arab State were made war
. : o Redmond Irish Volunteers, aware of the .

integral to the existence of Britain, and upon, and crushed, in Damascus and

can only see each war as a particulardUpIICIty of the British war-propaganda, Baghdad by France and Britain. Spurious

. . enlistmentwas an act of personal eccentric-__* . .
event—a grotesque aberration requiring. nation-states were later set up in the region
ity, or perverseness, or weakness. (H

some extraordinary moral purpose to.”. . o eby the Great Powers dthe new inter
e : . joined the regiment of his literary patron, . "
justify it—one simply cannot discuss national order" and have been

warfare intelligibly on British terms. Lord Dunsany.) He_ls reported as Saylr]gmanipulated againsteach other eversince.
later that he considered Germany an

enemy—on what grounds | do not know—

Unionist historian, Philip Orr, interviewed and would not have it said that he would by Britain and the Sultan was made to sign

on Radio Eireann about the Somme etc.nOt let Ireland be defended against it byahumiliating ‘Treaty'. During the War the
. . . England. He professed Labour sympathies
He explained that, from the 'Ulster

. Government of neutral Greece was toppled
: . but before he enlisted James Connolly e .
viewpoint, the World War was seen as an by British invasion and a puppet Govern-
S : . had gone strongly pro-Germany on Labour . )
incident in the Home Rule conflict. He ; o ment installed which declared war on
as well as anti-Imperialist ground. And
was not understood.

the War he joined was not the War he WasTurkey. After the War that Government

L L was urged by Britain to invade the Turkish
set to fight in the first instance. He was mainland. annex Asia Minor. and restore
sent to Gallipoli to take part in the British ' :

the Empire. They were unquestioningly . . the Greek Empire of ancient times. The
war of conquest against the Muslim state,. : . L
nvasion force enjoyed initial success,

with the Empire in its wars. They did not . d
: : . and later, as far as | recall, to Salonika an . ) :
require extraordinary reasons for being at engaged in ethnic cleansing of the coastal

war as an integral part of the Empire, but it :jheeclg]r\:aa\?vlgpo%f tﬁée_?ﬁfksto g?mch:sI; Loetowns, and plunged deep into Anatolia. It
so happenedthatin 1914 they had aparticula\c]ad no choice in the mattér Joining the VS met by a powerful Turkish resistance
local reason that gave additional edge to th ' 9 ™€, \hich drove itback to the sea—and Greece

cause. They vied with the Nationalists toeB”t'S'h Army was one brief act of was abandoned to its fate by Britain.
volunteering after which he had to go and
That betrayal of Greece brought down

show their worth in recruitment figures. trv to kill whoever he was ordered
The Home rule militarists, however, had no y e . . the British War Coalition and led to the
) . . be killed himself for being choosy. . :
sound basic reason for making war in the After the Easter Rising he wrote his S€M€S of weak party Governments in the
g 1920s and National Coalitions in the 1930s

ranks of the Empire. They had to be given oem on MacDonagh and said other things
extraordinary reasons. That was their P 9 9Sthat were unable to give purposeful govern-

indicating that he concluded that he was in .
weakness. They had too many reasons . ment to the greatly expanded Empire of
. the wrong army. But he just had to go on : . -
They had a confusion of reasons. : . 1919, an Empire which the War Coalition
being wrong. In 1917: .
e . had decided should have precedence over
It is difficult after the event, and in the

light of what it led to in the world, to  "And now I'm drinking wine in France, the League of Nations in world affairs. There
justify the War for"Commemorative” The helpless child of circumstance. was no new world order. There was only a

. . . Tomorrow will be loud with war. mess.

purposes without verging on the notion How will | be accounted for?"
that war is a good thing in itself, whose Defeat by the Turks and the tearing up
'sacrifices' should be celebrated without of the Turkish Treaty so soon after the
inquisitive probing of purposes. had written a poem abodthe Irish at masterfulimposition of the Irish Treaty—

Mansergh suggests tliah the Western Gallipoli, who mingling their cross with that was a traumatic experience for the
Front at least Irish soldiers were fighting England's—"Were they not one with Christ British State. But the Irish Treaty had
to free homelands of France and Belgiumyhq strove and died2"so that by their been gained by a bluff, and the help of
from German occupation and possible Michael Collins acting independently of
annexation: Desperate stuff! arisen”, and"Liberty and Justice, Love his Government, and they knew it. The

and Peacetvere served. Irish Truce six months earlier had been

In war between France and Germany shocking and the recuperative effect of
the territory of one side is going t0 be T4t war of Christian re-sanctification the Treaty for the British body politic was
occupied by the other. In 1870 France ¢ holy land that fell to the infidel has quickly dispelled by the Turks.
launched a war on Germany but ended Up,oyer ended.
being occupied by Germany because it The Irish War and the Turkish War
would not negotiate peace terms. In 1914 The Turk was not only an infidel. He debilitated the Imperial willand condition-
France had an annexationist claim onwas alsd'the sick man of Europe"He  ed the working-out of things thereafter.
German territory, Germany had none on"collapsed*—that is, the Ottoman State  Imaginary history such as Mansergh
France. A degree of German occupationwas defeated in four years of defensivegives us is a cheap propaganda device
of French territory occurred entirely inthe war againstthe Russian, British and Frenchwhich presumes a great depth of public
course of battle. And the European WarEmpires. In 1916 there was an 'Arab ignorance of circumstances. That ignor-
(which Britain made a World War) Revolt' in the form of a Muslim Jihad, ance has been industriously cultivated,
happened because France and Russia maggoclaimed in Mecca at Britain's request under Oxbridge hegemony, by Irish
an alliance against Germany, each for anand directed by Britain ('Lawrence of Universities for the past forty years.
expansionist purpose, while Germany hadArabia’). The terms of the Anglo-Mecca Brendan Clifford
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Some years ago | heard the Ulster Constantinople (Istanbul) was occupied

The Ulster Protestants were a people of

He was killed at Ypreisbut not until he

joint efforts'aland is sanctified/For Christ



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Casement Diaries: An Untenable Thesis proper context. The historian, ideally,
interrogates events from the past realistic-
Regarding Paul Hyde's lettefrish ~ any part thereof, or even any statementally. The defence attorney, on the other
Political Review Feb 2037 wish to add  thereof, in any photostatic or other form. hand, seeks to defend his client within rules
a number of remarks to those contained inNor did | meet anyone who said he actually laid down by the criminal justice system. He
Anuntenable CasementDiary Thésish ~ saw the diary, or even a photostatic copy ofseeks to challenge the chain of prosecution
Political ReviewJan 2017. it..." (NLI—MS 17601 (4)) evidence and seeks out weak links. One link
Rev John Harris, secretary of the Anti-  The effortto locate the diaries failed. The deemed insufficient can lead to an acquittal.
Slavery Society, Baptist clergyman and reason: secrecy was of the essence in howis first priority is to protect the assumed
onetime close friend of Casement had beerthe state agencies handled the affair. Theyinnocence of his client rather than to uncover
deeply distrustful of the rumours of neededtoprevent Casement’s more vocifer-a realistic interpretation of past events.
‘degeneracy’. However, in a letter to the ous supporters and legal team and Casement The arenas of the historian and the defence
Archbishop of Canterbury, of 19th July 1916, himself acquiring precise information on attorney are markedly different. Archives
he wrote Sir Earnley Blackwell placed their contents and where they were kept.can not be treated as books of evidence.
everything before me yesterday at the HomeHad Duffy and Doyle succeeded (validity of Within these two spheres of activity the
Office, and as a result, | must admit with the the forgery case assumed) it would have hadyrounds rules for how evidence is routinely
most painful reluctance that Sir Roger ramifications for what would happen next treated must necessarily be different. Histori-
Casementrevealed in this evidence is a verwhich are hard to estimate. It would have cal inquiry calls for a more subtle approach

different man...." (Kew—HO 144/1636/

been possible for Duffy, defending solicitor, than the mechanical breaking down of a

311643/3a) It is hard to conceive of Harris to publicly demand a viewing, thus placing chain of evidence as features at a criminal

using the phrastplaced everything before the matter squarely in the public domal
me' if the very diaries themselves were Such a challenge could only provoke a
absent. "no commerit Yet, the situation would hav

The phrase'placed everything before been inflamed. There would have beenp a

me' suggests strongly Harris had an oppor-very disquieting effect on public opinio
tunity to match up the diaries with the particularly so in Ireland and America.

typescripts and see if the contents com- It is not farfetched, then, to imagin
plemented each other. However, the diariesviewers of the diaries had impressed
are not described in his letter. Thus, a smallthem the requirement not to communic
possibility must be conceded that Harris precise details. Reasons of state in timg
could have viewed material other than thewar and reasons of propriety (a ma
bound volumes we know today. But does personal diary) could have been called upj
this small possibility justify the conclusion: It is conceivable the Official Secrets A
"...the Intelligence chiefs did not show the came into play. Given the furtive way matte
bound volumes to any independent withessvere conducted the lack of a substan

during the three-month period up to August archival remnant is not all that surprising.

3rd"? It does not. For the sake of argument let us ignore

Hyde statedMowever, there is no verifi  Harris case above. The core thesis of Hyg
able record that these volumes were showrarticle is:"That the Intelligence chiefs di
to anyone inthat period (25/04/1916 to  not show the bound volumes to any in

in. trial. Tim O’Sullivan

rt

Review

- Coogan’s Bluff:
X Coolacrease Re-visited

on  Philip Sean Coogan was a car mechanic
hteand trader with a garage businessin Donagh-
ofadee in Co. Down, which was burnt out in
h'sthe Troublesin 1971. Over the pastten years
bn Or so he has written accounts of his family
bt and personal history under a number of titles:
rs Famine and fortune: aremarkable true story
ialspanning five generations of an Irish faynil
also appearing akove and courage: a
hememoirand @llusion with Injustice
e's Extractsfromthe books canbe read online
1 in Google Books. One episode concerns his
e family's connection with the Pearsons of

date of execution). This statement is, verypendent witness during the three-mo
strictly speaking true (see above). However,period up to August 3rd...The conclusion
with the interpretation of archival data by depends on a lack of archival eviden
historians such strictness is not practical.Should a lack of archival evidence alw.
Archives are not reference libraries con-and in every instance lead to a conclus|
taining complete and comprehensive narrathat certain events never happened?
tives. Gaps need be filled by common senseertainly not.
and calculation informed by a sense of "Absence of evidence is not evidenc
context. absencefs a well worn phrase. In a portr
A premise implicit in Hyde’s article is gallery we mightview a portrait of an elde
that the showing of the volumes would have couple. No children surround them. Do

generated a well-defined archival impres- automatically conclude they had no childrgn

sion. But this misses the secrecy and furtive-We do not. The absence of children in
ness in which the whole process waspicture can have many explanations.
shrouded. A memorandum from Michael F conclude they had none is to apply
Doyle, Casement’s American attorney is in logical fallacy, Argumentum ad Ignorant
the National Library, Dublin describes his iam, in English; argument from incomple
encounter with Casementin prison where heknowledge. Hyde's central argument is
informed him about the rumour&Gavan  application of this logical fallacy.

Duffy and, myself then tried to locate this  Hyde has applied the techniques of
'diary'... | never saw the alleged diary, or criminal justice defence counseloutside

thCoolacrease in Co. Offaly, who were the
subject of a controversial 2007 RTE docu-

e.mentary (The Killings at Coolacregshy

s Niamh Sammon, in which Eoghan Harris

onplayed a prominent part.

°, The Sammon/Harris thesis was that two

f the Pearsons were murdered by the IRA
for sectarian, landgrabbing reasons. The
Aubane Historical Society's 2008 book
Coolacrease: the True Stagtablished that
the two Pearson brothers were justifiably
executed for carrying out a successfularmed
attack on an IRA roadblock, and that there
o Was no sectarian landgrab.

it

?

he

Various generations of Philip Coogan’s
e family lived in Counties Monaghan, Tipper-
nary, Offaly, Leitrim, Tyrone, and Dublin.
He writes that his grandfather Owen Coogan,
hea Monaghan-born tradend weaver, joined
eirthe British Army, served in India, and retired



as Colonel in Crinkle Barracks in Birr, Cd . . . . . . . .
Offaly One would want to see some CO - Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback
firmation of such an elevation in rank, fro

squaddie to Colonel.

Irish Policy And Brexit

Coogan’s account goes as follows. Owen The following letter appeared in the  Irish Times on 19th January

married and bought an estate house and farm The strategy outlined by Theresa May for the UK'’s future trade relationship with the EU
near Coolacrease, becoming friendly withs to have membership of the single market in all but name, and to leave the customs uni

the Pearsons. His son Philip joined the n
Air Corps of the British Army in the Grea

while retaining the main benefits. The two key objections to membership of the|single
market that she identified were free movement of people and supranational institutions, bo

War, in which he may have jousted in theéf which were core principles of the Treaty of Rome, making a nonsense of the usual clair

skies with the Red Barron (sic); and aftgrthat the UK's real problem was the way the community developed after the

197¢

wards joined the Auxiliary force of the RI¢ referendum. The truth is that the UK is returning to its postwar preference for a global trad
in Ireland. Another son Owen served in th@olicy and a free-trade arrangementin Europe, neither of which it managed to achieve at tr

RIC in Tralee. Philip, a Catholic, courted
Matilda Pearson, a Protestant, and visi el -
there on hismotorcycle. The loyalist Coogan§°U!d work this time.
were burned out by the IRA early in 1921.
June 1921, after an RIC patrol opened frof the single market is unlikely to survive first contact with the EU 27. As before, ther
on the IRA at a roadblock, the two PearsH]
brothers were shot by the IRA and thi(Ni
house burned.

Afterwards, Matilda blamed Philip fo
drawing down the hostility of the IRA, and
the romance ended. The Coogans and |thg,

th low tax and deregulation.

vantage by refusing to abide by its common rules.

time. The development of bilateral free-trade agreements such as the Comprehensi
conomic and Trade Agreement (Ceta) has encouraged the UK to believe that this|strate

In their 1961 EEC application, the UK sought special terms on trade and agricultyre, an
he Six refused. This time a strategy of having most the benefits but few of the obligation

€ are

reats, then to withdraw troops from Europe and now to become a European "Singapore

The EU will not be punishing the UK when it refuses to allow it to cherry-pick thejtrade
aspects of the Treaty of Rome that it signed 45 years ago next Sunday. It will, in fact, b
protecting the single market and ensuring that no European country can gain a competiti

Pearsons received compensation. The Pear-The choice was made by the Six at a meeting in Messina in June 1955 to ¢reate
sons moved to England and Australia, theontinental scale market with the four freedoms rather than a free-trade area. His{ory ar

Coogans setthemselves up in businessii
eating-house/home bakery near Omagh] the English and Welsh have now changed their minds.

The author Philip Seadn Coogan is the , '
grandson of (Colonel) Owen Coogan, ah@€" cent of its exports to the EU, while the EU only sends 8 per cent to the UK.
u

z?r:hcg ?):I]ilrrg bbri?;hsfr ;agr:ﬁlérig?rga}g. aNtlaLé hhe UK leaves the single market at the same time, it will default to trade based on
harassment by the RUC, B-Specials an

loyalists in Northern Ireland. The author
born 1937, has had a rather difficult life, a
writes about it interestingly. He contract
tuberculosis as a child, and had a 'near deatly
experience, and also saw an apparition| ¢f

o T dnd EU regulations.
the Virgin Mary. After the 1971 loyalist  The pest way to avoid a customs Border on this island is for Northern Ire

attack in Donaghadee he suffered framexceptionally, to remain in the customs union but that would only be possible if the
physical and mental ill-health, and wasrade agreement includes the agri-food sector.
subsequently unable to work.

e essential.

g@ography still matter in Europe, and that choice is unlikely to be overturned just hecaus
The UK's leverage in these negotiations will be weak compared to the EU. It sends 4

The formal trade negotiations will not begin until the UK has left the EU in 2019} so if

WT(

riffs. That would have very serious consequences here because 37 per cent of Irish ac
ood exports goes to the UK. The farming and agri-food sectors would need significan
éinancial assistance to protect jobs and secure new markets and support from the EU wol

,Overtime, the UK would negotiate a free-trade agreement but it would not match gxistin
rangements, and most likely would still require concessions by the UK on free moyemer

land,
free

Whatever happens, Ireland's future will remain with the EU. The alternative would be &

Coogan’s account of Coolacrease contfaeturn to the UK’s orbit and sterling; a cheap food policy that would destroy our farming anc
dicts some known facts. The IRA roadblo¢kagri-food sectors; and replacing a market of 445 million people for one of 65 millign.

was attacked by the Pearsons, not by an RIC Blair Horan
police patrol. It is unlikely that grandfather
Owen Coogan, Colonel or not, was comparsome Comments

able in financial means to William Pearson. Blair Horan is a former Trade Union leader. Other recent pro-EU articles linghd&imesfrom

The compensation received by the Pearspfgtherine Day, a retired Secretary General of the EU Commission and Joe Mulholland, Director

enabled them to set up in some style, Gl S >chool 1C _ _
only in England but also in Australia. The2nd anti-Britain. Brexitis a disaster for the pro-British element in Ireland and responses point

Coogans’ Co. Tyrone café is not exactly t ghallowness and cravenness of Ireland's anglicisation project. Dave Alvey

same. The author claims that his Auxie An English academic on Channel 4 in mid-January, speaking on Brexit, was quite bullish

e MacGill Summer School are indicative of a move inside the Irish Establishment that is pro-EU

up thi

abou

Uncle Philip, who he says joined the Freehe prospectof'no deal". He claimed that no deal will mean a reversionto WTO rules in which averag

State Army and participated in an actignariffs are about 2%. However, the tariffs on Agricultural products are well into double digits.

Soit

which defeated the IRA in the Slieve Blooms likely that Irish agriculture will lose market share in the UK (to New Zealand/South Amefica).

area, was bosom buddies with Michael John Martin
Collins. The Philip-Matilda story is im

plau§ible as doomed, romantic tragefy,,rket relationships elsewhere before the inevitable happens. We've only been in the EU far
causing the Fall of the House of Pearson. 43 years! Britain has a population of some 60 million, the EU—even without Britain—has SOI\

It is unlikely that Coogan’s books wil| mijllion. Even a small slice of that would compensate for the loss of easy access to the British
enable Eoghan Harris and Niamh Sammoricould only be a good thing—opening a wider window on the world to us than our traditional
to resurrect their failed atrocity propagandaAnglo-speaking one and providing some real competition for consumers. Incidentally, it is

Pat Muldowney | cheaper to do shopping on the Internet in Europe than through English websii¢igk Folley
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Perhapsit's time Ireland stopped crying over spilled milk and instead got proactive developing nev

the la
e 400

marke
arrow

often
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EquaL Pay ForR EQuaL WORK? Then again, there are the teachings of
The concept ofequal pay for equal the Catholic Church and indeed also the

Does work" is one which is often pursued by communist doctrinal theories obviously

It gender activists. But what is it? We know taken from the former'from each
Stack  yhat equal pay means but what exactlyaccording to his/her ability and to each

Up 5 doesequal workmean? | was promptedto according to his/her needs". This latter

meditate on this recently when | was thinking has been long discarded by a
researching ancient building materials. In greedy and impatient younger generation
a very comprehensive book titled: which has no respect for older, wiser and
AsIANS EXCEL IN TECHNOLOGY __'Portland Cementby A.C. Davies, more experienced people. British Labour
It would appear from an examination ,hjished by Concrete Publications Ltd., Party Leader Jeremy Corbyn raised ano-
ofthetechnlcalandacademlcp.a'persbelngiiondon’ UK in 1934, the following ther aspect when he recently said that, as
CGiontsis from Adan counties uch asP2/2012P1 i on page 255 wellas a minimum wage, there should be
China that European and American coun-  "Between 1914 and 1918 there arose? MaXIMuMm Wage so that so-called fat-
tries are falling behind in the knowledge =~ @0 ver-increasing demand for cementCas would notbe paid enormous remuner-
for defence works and other military ation. When asked what figure would he
race. Taike, fo_r ex.ampléljhe Jc_)urnal of purposes. It became necessary to use noguggest as a cap on annual pay, he said
Navigationwhich is produced in the UK only prisoners of war, American negro £150,000 a year which happens to be just
by Cambridge University Press. In the  troops and others in cement factories, buty jittle over his own annual pay, which
November 2015 edition of this magazine,  to call upon women to help..." was stated to be £138.000 So, is it all
there is a list of fifty members of its _ subiective? AR
Editorial Advisory Board, every one of ~ The book makes it abundantly clear ) '

whom is either a Professor or Doctor. Of that manufacturing and packing cementis .
. . ) : The word'remuneration'is for [
the fifty-five, twenty-nine are UK, USA @ very dusty and dangerous business. The e word'remuneration’is for people

. ; f . : at the top—-captains of industry, Trade
or Canada, five are from Australia/New constituents of cement include typically P P Y

Zealand, one Russian, three Croatians andime, silica, alumina, ferric oxide, magne- (ijg\i\(/)r? Itfzdg(r:ZI:nv(\j/c?rilgigailgs(’);iri;ow((:i
two Polish and the other fifteen are Asian. sia, sulphuric anhydride, potash, sodium =" "~ | g
salaries' and others are happy to get

etc. and the processes included grinding,, ; ; i

And yet, of the fifty authors of technical burning and mixing thousands of tons of wag?s. Just like the pi;rallss..horsles "
articles, only four had recognisably Anglo- these dangerous ingredients. POWGI’\SA\ivea’ Men Perspire, and 1adies giow
American names, nine had Polish/Russianincluded electricity at 3,000 volts. ords and the abuse of words have been
names, there Weré four Spanish/Portuguese the cause of starting vyars! And speaking
names and the other thirty-three authors ~Thiswas seriously dangerous work. Much ofwars—ithas been discovered by the US
had Asian names—mostly Chinese. TheWworse than mining, it seems. No referenceArmy_that women snipers are muc.h more
articles ranged frotBignal Biases Calib- Was made to equal pay. Maybe some, SUCfﬁifecuve than men Snipers, and so: should
ration for Precise Orbit Determination of as the prisoners of war got no pay at all?t1€ Women snipers be paid more than the
the Chinese Area Positioning System usingvery likely the "American negro troops” ™" be,f aFlereI'ihe_iNo”rnber.llsk:joot mtore (i)]f tthe
SLR and C-Band Transfer Ranging Were paid more than the women and had Ies?r":"mly'd Za Y Ila ic()l',s lcl’W” 0 Wo a
Observations"and "An Improved chance of being killed in the war than their exactly doesequal work'really mean’
Geometry-free Three Carrier Ambiguity hon-negro American troops. Butin the long
Resolution Method for the BeiDou term,they mustall have suffered very much SvrIAN WAR
Navigation Satellite Systentt "Error from respiratory problems due to the The USA and UK (USUK) have been
Correction of Infrared Earth Radiance pPoisonous cement dust. making a lot of noise and propaganda
for Autonomous Navigation” about the Russian bombing of Aleppo in

All of this led me on to think of the thecourse of eliminating ISIS inthe Syrian

The articles are largely in the area of relative merits of passenger-bus driversWar. Russiais legally supporting the legiti-
physics and advanced mathematics. It isand surgeons. It is arguable that a busnate Government of Syria. USUK's inter-
quite amazing to see how the Asian authorsdriver in a big city will have to make more ests have been in fomenting terrorism and
are beginning to predominate over authors"fe and death decisions in an hour than acivil war in Syria from Day One. It was
from the rest of the world in recent years. surgeon makes in a week. On the othertheir stated intention to get rid of President
Unfortunate|y, the graduates of Irish hand, the bus driver would need to train Assad and have anotlfailed state' foisted

Universities do not seem to be in the samefor perhaps ten years to become a goodn the world.

league, or is it that the Irish graduates aresurgeon, whereas a surgeon could become _ _
not publishing? It does not stack up! a good bus driver after a few weeks train- We remember the war crimes for which

ing. And then there is the argument that aUSUK were not prosecuted as war
What does seem obvious is that thebus driver can begin to be paid a goodcriminals, such as the Napalm bombing of

editorial power resting in the present Wage at eighteen years of age, whereas givilian Tokyo on 9th March 1945 (which
Editorial Board is bound to shift soon to Surgeon is spending money on universitywas described by military historian Victor
the Asian authors of the technical articles fees and books/computer programmes,Davis Hanson a%he most lethal single
and will shift as the members of the presentfood, clothes and housing until qualifying day in the history of human confligtthe
Editorial Board pass their respective after six or seven years and then workingcarpet bombing in two nuclear attacks on
retirement dates if—as it seems quite for small wages in a hospital for a few Nagasaki and Hiroshima, and the napalm
possible—the Asians continue on their years. Sothe bus drivers lifetime earningsbombing of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam,
progressive path. may be equal to or just short of the lifetime and they are not finished napalm bombing

earnings of a surgeon. yet, as witnessed by TLS photograph



(copyright US Marines) of ademonstration whom only 35 wer&argets

according

mitting terrible war crimes on the Syrian

of napalm bombing at Miramar Air Show, to a new book‘The Assassination population.
Miramar, California on 1st October 2011. Complex: Inside the US Government's

And is not Nevada in USA?

Secret Drone Warfare Programmiy
Jeremy Scahill.

"Drones manned from a Nevada Air

Force base killed 200 people i

Afghanistan between 2012 and 2013 of/Saudi-backed terrorists who were com-

BUS DISPUTE continued

an election which cannot be too far awgy.

There can be little doubt that defensi
action by Unions has meant that the ¢

base of such publicly-provided serviceq|i
higher than it might otherwise have begn.

!

But there is everything to be said f
workers with a public service ethos to

valued by society—so long as they provi
the good service that the travelling pub
needs and act for the good of all.

To achieve that kind of approach

transportworkers should be given a stro
voice on how their services are delivere
After all, they know the situation
intimately.

That s certainly a better approach th
splitting up routes and introducin
spurious competition.

n

these forces, which are generally be
blamed on globalisation.
People want to be protected by a strd

replaces free trade, localism replag

nationalism and the heartland repl
multinational and one-world solution
Ms Le Pen represents the alternat

e
ic
to tell the EU Commission to back o
and she wants to kick-start Fren
industry by allowing the French gover
mentto explicitly buy French manufacty
ing goods and to subsidise Fren
industry. Both EU competition law an

ng
d.

policies.

For Ms Le Pen, it is up to the EU
change, not France...” Irfsh
Independentl1.2.17{reland’s financial
destiny is in the hands of angry Fren

Kickback Against Globalism

David McWilliams has made an acu
analysis of the reasons for the popu
revolt against Globalism that has so 1
occurred in the two countries mo
responsible for its promotion, Britain ar]
America—arevoltwhich is threatening
spread to France and other countriesin
EU. Hereis how he describes the kickba|

"...It was the great French romant
poet and novelist Victor Hugo wh
declared:*You can resist an invading
army; you cannot resist an idea who
time has come”

...The big idea whose time has comd

nationalism and a desire to insulatg a

population that is threatened by glob
isation. The big idea is not fixed d
immutable, but rather is a scorecard
legitimate grievances that working peoq
feel. This means immigration to som
job insecurity to others. It means cultu
dilution to some and capacity pressure
the welfare state to others. It means a

in living standards to some and a rise|in

inequality to others. Althoughit's unlikely
to be a universal panacea, electorates
looking for the state to protect them fro

voters..)

While this analysis is spot-on, M

sovereign state from the threats that the
feel are now ubiquitous, so protectionigm

globalism, borders replace openness, b

and she is a powerful political forcg
articulate, reasonable and highly eleft
able. She wants France to leave the qura
the day after she gets elected, she wa

EU state-aid provisions prohibit sugh

So dowe take much notice of the feigned
innocent outbursts of the US and the UK
media about the legitimate bombing of

Aleppowas beingterrorised by Western Aleppo—Syrian—aided by Russia?

Michael Stack ©

ngmodel. This will not happen easily
overnight. The EU Commissionisah
NYship and cannot turn around quickly.
yCompetition Secretariat alone, f
es€xample, has over 500 staff, recruiteq
bndhe basis of the mantra that increa
ce comptetion is good.
V€ The answer to Le Pen and to of
' forceswhich wanttoresist Globalist tre
_within Europe is for Europe itself to ret
L ntd0 its Protectionistroots. Andthe obsess
i with breaking up publicly=owned indust
ch must give way to seeing the necessit
- State involvementin, and direction of,

f'h production process.
C

d If the European Commission is una

to undertake a retrenchment and to re|
o to its founding protectionist values, thg

could be a break-up. But it is far md

likely that there are countries in Eurd
Ch who are eager to throw off the liberalis
economic mantras introduced by Britfli
and return to a more social market for

C capitalism.

’]_

Williams goes astray on further co
clusions and remedies. He sees a vis
€ France exiting the Euro and the EU falli
@lapart. Perhaps he is motivated by a d
@'to see Ireland back with in the Briti
5L orbit: he would be of the view that Irela
d is moreBoston than Berlin But the Irish
O affinity with America is more appare
(§han real. In many ways they are p
K opposites. America is above all a soci
¢ of Individualists, heavily marked by t
h Protestant dissidents who founded the
colony. Correspondingly social servic

_ belowwhat might be expected inthe wo
IS capitalist leader. Ireland’s big charact

I istic as a post-Catholic country, on t
¢ other hand, is its sense of commun
of That is why it was able to withstand t
le 2008 Financial Crisis (which is not ov
e, yet) and why it has some of the best so

Al provision in Europe and the world.
on

all

The shock of Brexit to Europe has ng
given a chance to reverse the libefal/
arg@lobalist direction which Britain supe
m imposed on the original European sod

b€ are piecemeal and life expectancy well

Angela Clifford
of

g

IF_ONLY...

t

?:,Can a nation be born through
e virgin birth
rstwithout bullets and mines sow

ES  in the earth

e
4 then Dev would have been
b~ a carpenter

he his son a whiteboard of all our sfhs
Y- a harbinger

he .

L, but his mother wept at the foot

hial Of a cross

it seems there is no gain witho
a loss
W

Wilson John Haire

ial 20 February, 201
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Bus Dispute

When Britain exits the EU it will leave
behind a legacy of destructive 'libergl' Once a service is put out to competiti
law, ostensibly to encourage the provisipn from the private sector, it cannot be tak
of low-cost services to the consumer, Qutback to be directly run for the publi
in reality designed to destroy social rights benefit any more. It is the end of dire
established by hard-fought action by Traglesocial provision.

Union members down the decades.

The current Bus Dispute illustrates th
cause in point. Ireland established so
reasonably good inter-city 'Expresswaly’ that way.
bus systems to link various towns and o o
cities. And the thing with a publicly In this instance, the Commissio
owned bus service is that the profitabje ENcourages spurious competitiononint
routes subsidise the less-used routeg—City Pus services.
routes which are still needed, even if y " Ireland some of the Expressway b
‘uneconomic’ numbers of people. routes, on which there was money to

One may take the view that people made, were put out to competitive tendg

should not live in small communities of IN9- This meant that the State opera
outin the countryside. Or, ifthey dowish had to compete against the private sec
to live in this backward way, they have fo {0 'un routes. But the State operator hg
run cars or be affluent enough to travel yb|g structure behind it, enablingitto servi
taxi. Certainly that would be the approaq

e mentsto follow this route, but a successi

haII sorts of routes. It cannot be a sli

of An Taisce, which advocates urbanisgd ®Perator with low office costs as a on
living in the countryside. route operator can. And the more rou

However that is not the Irish way. Angi &€ taken from the national operator, t
it is certainly not ‘green’ to insist on a ‘orje MOre top-heavy does the State operat

person/one car' policy in the countrysidp. 2&come-

Ireland established a reasonably gopd

whole thing operates on a ratchet baj)is

n
=
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There was no necessity on Irish Goveln-is left with fewer passengers to cover
bnlarger cost-base.
eof liberal-influenced Governments went

ol

IS

)r_

to

e
m

o

€Sthe private companies from tendering f
he

on

country bus and 'Expressway' bus systg
to provide rural transport. The servi
required some, but not a great deal,
subsidy from the Government. Wha
helped was that surplus from profitablg
routes could subsidise loss-making areds.

That was a model which operat
throughout Europe. Then the EU canfe
under British influence and started setting
regulations about how national Goverij-
ments conduct such affairs. Margargt o
Thatcher started promoting her 'liberalig- . Subscription by Post:
ing' agenda, and giving State tax moneyfo! 2 1$5U¢s: Eué?éﬁ?ﬁ;_igf’rgss urface: €40;
the private sector. And where the Torid . o
left off, Labour's Tony Blair enlarged tha Electronic Subscription:
bridgehead. Overthe years araft of mariet €15/£12 for 12 issues
'liberalising' legislation has been intra (or €130/ £1.10 per issue)
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duced. And the worst of it is that th https://www.atholbooks-sales.org

br-

P€the State to give an extra subsidy to t

or

S Yoes not allow that.

The private operator is under np
obligation to service all the towns on jp
particular route. By missing out stops it
lesser-used destinations, they can attrct
passengers looking for a faster journdy.
The result of this is that the State opera

And with fewer passengers, the runni
costs become disproportionate. WH
would make sense in this situation is
bring the privatised services back into t
public domain—but EU regulations mal
that problematic.

Another thing that could be done is fg

State company to pay for the social serv
performed by stopping at out-of-the-wg
kowns and villages, but EU regulatio
The Governme
would have to putthe schedule in questi
outtotender again after deciding to provi
this subsidy, and there is nothing to preve

it and under-cutting the public provide

After all of this, what was a reasonab
well-balanced public service beforg
‘competition' was introduced has beco
unwieldy and inefficient. The loss o
passengers has meant that the overhg
per passenger carried by the publicl
owned buses is too heavy to sustain.

Under this present Government therd
little hope of tackling the issue as it sho
be—with a direct demand to the EU th
Competition rules should be relaxed
enable all bus routes to be taken b3
under a single public authority, whic
would runthem as a service rather than
a profit basis.

Instead the move is to cut pay a
conditions in the public service—an
starting at the bottom, rather than at t
top! The only constraint is the instabilit
of the coalition and fear of public anger

continued on page 31
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