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One Off Houses—
ofthe more the merrier!

basi¥Vhat is wrong with a countryside full
tifhouses? All official planning for

decades is built on the assumption that it
hengald be some sort of catastrophe. It is
dgtyendantly clear that many people want
t to live in the Irish countryside and, if
y defieocracy means anything, it should
Egwgan facilitating these people's needs.
iBtit these people do not know what's good
s ifpr them! That is the logic of modern
isdanners. We have many urban planners

but no rural planners as far as | am aware.
y Hagiynon-existent subject.

Brexit And Northern Ireland

The strange British device called Northern Ireland was based on an antagonis
stable populations with fixed ideas, which we described fifty years agmamtions
One of those populations ruled the other in local Six County affairs then, while th
services of state were laid on by the Westminster Government, in which neither
was ever represented.

That arrangement led to a war, and it had to be scrapped as a means of ending
It was replaced by a local system of government in which there was no central
the kind that is usually meant by the w@dvernment Departments of governme
were shared out between the two populations to be conducted independently. T
not Departments of a general Government conducted by a Prime Minister.
population had its own Prime Minister, called a First Minister. There were twi
Minister—formally a First Minister and a Deputy First Minister, but the Deputy w.
fact a Second First Minister, and was in no way subordinate to the First First Mi

That 1998 Agreement abolished the pretence that there was a general Six Cou
politic on which a general Six County Government could be based.

We supported it in 1998 as a means by which the antagonism of the two ta(\)
populations could be transferred from war to peace. What we supported Vediet
of the Agreement. There were others who supported it for what they said syastit
which was a spirit of reconciliation.

Twenty years later it is being said that the Agreement failed because it clearly fla
reconciled. If there was anything in the letter of the Agreement that could be rea
understood as having the purpose of reconciling, it might be said that it has fail
there isn't.

IThe latest onslaught on this was by an
aecampaigner againgungalow Blitz
Frank McDonald in thérish Times(13
February 2018). His article was headed
"Rural villages will die unless '‘Bungalow
117" is stopped

ut where is the logic in this? If the
countryside is well populated, villages
will thrive as they have always done on
tafh@ basis of serving the people of the
icoyntryside. Ifthey can't serve the people's
raiegds, they won't survive butthatis a very
viiffgrent problem. Whether or not people

The Agreement worked because its actual arrangements were based on acce
the fact of irreconcilable antagonism. Devolution got a second innings on that b
failed when a couple of parties to it became discontented with its successful o
in accordance with its letter and opposed it on the ground that it was not achievi
was not achievable.
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Irish crash that are relevant to the EU
debate. Subsequent articles will deal with
the EU response to the sovereign debt
crisisin Ireland and generally, neo-liberal

Lessons of the Irish Crash influence inside the Brussels institutions,

. . . _ . . the case of Greece, the implications of the
Lastyear Sinn Feinissued a discussioras pressing problems confronting the g iish exit for EU politics and the wider

documententitled;he Future ofthe Euro- Eurozone. This commendable initiative,
zone which had the aim of challenging commissioned by Sinn Fein MEP Matt
"the European elite's prescription for Carthy, will hopefully turn out to be the
permanent austerity"The author of the beginning of a useful debate about the
document, Emma Clancy, dismissed thefuture of the EU from an Irish perspective.
2017 reform proposals emanating from In my view the best account of the 2008
the European Commission and proposeda The plan for this series of articles is that Irish crash is to be found iThe Fall of
number of solutions to what she identified Part 1 will investigate the causes of thethe Celtic Tiger—Ireland and the Euro
continued on page 2

Ireland, Brexit and the future of the EU
Part 1

question of post-Brexit EU reform and
other issues raised by Emma Clancy.
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The devolved system has now beenout The SDLP, relegated to secondary status
of operation for a year. The BBC story is in the Nationalist electorate under the

after an election would be problematical.
So it was. And so itis. And the SDLP
itself has not profited at all from what it
did.

Anlrish Language Actis now the issue.
The London and Dublin Governments
thought that, by coming to Belfast, they
could overawe the locals and hustle them
into agreement. They had not learned
from half a century of experience that
hustling just doesn't work in the Six
Counties.

It seem to have just clicked with
Unionists that the Irish language issue is
not a piece of nonsense on a par with
Ulster Scots.

Forty years ago we were conducting a
vigorous campaign to bring the Six Count-
ies within the democracy of the state of
which they are a part. What that meant in
practice was getting the parties thatgovern
the state to organise and contest elections
in the Six County region of the state. One
meeting at which this was discussed was
attended by Ken Maginnis, the personifi-
cation of bluff Fermanagh Unionism. He
said that if he agreed to this project he just
could not return to Fermanagh and face
his Catholic constituents after he blighted
their hopes.

He was not the only one who took it
that, if the demaocratic politics of the state
came to the Six County region of it, that
would kill off Nationalism. We couldn't
see that at all. But it was enlightening to
hear from a solid Ulster Unionist that he

that Sinn Fein brought it down. In fact it Agreement, rejected the letter of the Agree-
was the SDLP that brought it down. ment by forming itself into an Opposition

The DUP leader, Arlene Foster, had within the Agreement system. The Ulster
mismanaged her Department very badlyUnionist Party, which had similarly lost
gaﬁir;radmmlstratlve matter, some yearslcz)ustir':o tr;?tilzgl;,e?]uig;%viﬂzz. aT‘:ienst:\{{(r)]e Dublin Governments were intended to

' . . . 9p gal Oprovide back-ups for the Nationalist

The Second First Minister, Martin Mc Agreement system as an Opposition an . :

. . community under the Agreement, while
Guinness, did not want to make a greatrefused to take up the Departments under, :
. . . ) . . the Government of the Union state
issue of this. He wanted to fudge a wayit which their vote entitled them to and L :

: . . . . . . reassured the Unionist community.
through it—which could be said to be in which the spirit of the Agreement required : .
. - . But Dublin refused to play its part. The
the spirit of the Agreement. It was the them to do. And the tiny Alliance party . : .
. . . basic reason for this that it refused to
SDLP that made a great issue of it. Thefollowed suit. . : . L
. o admit to a special relationship with the
SDLP had lost out to Sinn Fein in the : : : P

. . L Nationalist community and insisted that

Nationalist sector of the electorate because The implication of the SDLP stance . : . .
: its concern was with the entire population
John Hume's successor, Seamus Mallonyas thatthe Agreement should be scrappe : . -
) : . o f the North. This was its official stance,
did not seem to know just what the and replaced with a voluntary Coalition
even though everyone knew that the
Agreementwas that John Hume had playeduinder a general system of Government. It . . : :
) e : o : Unionist community refused any associ-
alarge partin negotiating. He lost his way therefore made a great constitutional issue_,.. : :
) . ) . - : X ation with Dublin.
in a private republican fantasy of his own. of Arlene Foster's mishandling of the
Sinn Fein, whose military wing was the wood-burning affair, makingitinadvisable  Until 1998 the Southern Constitution
main force that compelled changes to beto Sinn Fein to fudge a way through the asserted that there was a single national
made, then displaced the SDLP as thecrisis. community in the whole of Ireland, and it
major Nationalist Party and it made a could be said that Dublin Governments
working arrangement in accordance with  The SDLP knew fine well that, if the were therefore prohibited from being
the letter of the Agreement with Paisley's Foster/McGuinness co-operation was guarantors of one of the national commun-
DUP. brought down, setting up a replacementities in the North against the other. Butin

was concerned thatthe Catholic population
in the North should continue in the rut
established for it in 1921.



1998 that provision of the Constitutio
WS CIEE T EEEIMERETeglellife]y]. CTTERS TO THE EDITOR - LETTERS TO THE; EDITOR: LETTERS TO THE EDITG
the Agreement. That left Dublin free t
take up what was in fact its natural align
ment in the internal affairs of the North

Its failure to do so was connected with The Royal Irish Constabu|ary:

the rise of Sinn Fein as an effective political
party in the South as well as the North, andA Tale Of Two Cities, Of Two Eras,

Sinn Fein was a painful reminder to both Ay Of Informed Versus 'Enlightened’ Opinion
Fine Gael and Fianna Fail of where they

had come from. In 1998 they had both  The first informed, authoritative opinion was given in London’s House of Commons

been working on a denial of their origins by His Britannic Majesty’s Secretary of State for Ireland on 6th March 1919 —
for about a quarter of a century. That was

their way of coping with the War in th
North. They were in denial about social
realities in the North. And they could nat
admit that what led to the War in the Nort

was the communal structure of subordinate | pypjin some few weeks later, on 10th April 1918, Professor Eoin MacNeill| TD,(
government outside the democracy of thej, paj Eireann (where | believe he was Ceann Comhairle (Speaker) gave his carefully
state, that the British Parliament imposed .o nsidered judgement of the Royal Irish Constabulary.
in 1921. He called their membetspies, traitors and perjurersHe, and other TDs including
Shrinking minds could not bear the Arthur Griffith, gave detailed accounts of the activities of the RUC to justify that force’s
weight of the thought that Britain itself] Ostracisation by the Irish people, and, invoking the authority bestowed by the pepple on
the Mother of Parliaments, was responsitjleDail Eireann, it was unanimously decreed that the RIC be ostracised.
for the War in its Irish region. Britain hag Ninety-nine years on, we have Enlightened Directors of Opinion, in Academia and the
to be excused, except perhaps of soméviedia who would have us believe that tsemi-military” Royal Irish Constabulary,
secondary negligence. So what was theover a year before their augmentation by the ex-squaddie Black and Tans, and
cause? History was the cause. And histgryGentleman-Cadet Auxiliaries was a popular forceBoha-Fide Bobbies, Kosher
was the movement for national indepeng- Coppers, and Pukka Patrolmen.
ence. History had to be re-written, and the
North kept out of mind as far as possible.

"It was decided by the Government that members of the Royal Irish Constabulary could
not be permitted to join the National Union of Police and Prison Officers in as much as the
Royal Irish Constabulary is a semi-military force directly under control of the Crown, and
subject in many respects to the same conditions of the army and navy forces."

These latter-day Directors of Opinion, &mightened only in the sense that they have
not burdened themselves with onerous facts and thus feel free to force their flijghts of
The concern about the North that hasfancy on the public.
sprouted up during the pastyearis spurioyls. - prominent among these fantasists is Stephen Collins, a political correspondeht of the
Itis only displacement activity connected rish Times and a confidant of the Jesuit Periodit@iudies” He gave the keynote
with Brexit. speech at last year's commemoration of Michael Collins at Beal na Blath. However,
Michael Collins was instrumental in the killing of RIC men, defended their killing in
print, and, in some cases exulted in the destruction of the most vicious of its members.
Donal Kennedy

NB: The brief Haughey period is ar
exception to what is said above.

Brexit—
Shoeing the Unicorn, VAT and the Border

Acres of newsprint and terabytes of relationship it wants with the EU after the situation which is still only hypothetical.
bandwidth have been expended debatinglreaties no longer apply. It has made ita ) , . o
and attempting to describe the nature ofpolicy to put forward a myriad of chimer- _ A telling piece in theGuardian in
the'transition’ or‘implementationperiod  ical and contradictory proposals all of D&cember Quinumbered, defeated ...
associated with Brexit. But Article 50 of which are incompatible with the very Wheré next for the diehard Brexiters?
the Lisbon Treaty, which governs the limited possibilities allowed by the Treaties 16-12.17) quoted a Brexiter strategist
matter, is admirably clear and concise and—which its Parliament approved—and Omparing the achievemewnf Brexit to
does not mention transitions, implement- longstanding EU policies, whichit helped !fish independence:
ations or anything of the sort. You are to formulate.
eitherinthe EU, and subjectto the Treaties
which govern it, or you are out, in which  This strategy has successfully inhibited
case the Treaties no longer apply. the other EU states and the hundreds of
The UK Government, having caused thousands of economic actors involved

" 'There is a ratchet effect to having
your own state', said one influential
Brexiter. 'One by one, the things that
weren't acceptable to the sovereignty of
the Irish free state got cut away, stage by

everyone else to bend over backwards infrom coming up with coherent plans of
December to enable them to move talkstheir own, as it is very difficult to make

onto the subject of Trade, has been pressedoncrete decisions or justify spending real
to outline now what kind of trading money now in order to deal with a future

stage. That's what we need to do. The
moment we are out of the EU, everything
will be in our own hands. People try to
say that our hands will be bound. In the

end, they won't be'.



and costs after the UK leaves the EU’s
value added tax area. In a notice to firms
earlier this month, the commission
cautioned UK exporters that in the event
ofa‘hard’ Brexit, VAT would be payable
upfrontatthe border and Britishimporters
would no longer be able to claim refunds
for foreign tax using electronic systems.
The commission also said UK companies
operating in the EU may be required to
employ a representativea customs
clearing agent, S.0.Jo handle VAT
payments in the bloc, and UK suppliers
of digital services to the EU would have
to register with the tax authorities in each
country."

At the time of writing Michael Collins' matter beyond any doubt.
spiritual successors in the Irish Govern-  While Sinn Fein and the EU seem to be
ment are engaged with the Commissionquite amenable to the idea of a further
and the British in trying to render the referendum, the DUP is opposed, saying
much laudedconstructive ambiguitydn  that local considerations do not matter in
the Border of December’'s EU/UK Joint the face of the overall UK vote for Brexit.
Report into a legally binding text for The SDLP is also opposed, its position
inclusion in the final Withdrawal Treaty. being that the local pro-remain result in
This ambiguity was conceded by the EU NI during the Brexit vote trumps the overall
and Irish sides to the UK/DUP in order to UK result. Neither position is realistic
allow the withdrawal process to move now, nearly two years later, but realism is
forward to Trade Talks. Almost immed- in very short supply these days. Who
iately after it had been agreed, British would bet against a unicorn winning the
Ministers went on record saying that in Grand National this year?
fact nothing had really been agreed and *
reiterated their view that nothing can be
agreed without sufficient clarity on the
future trade and political arrangements
which they have so far refused to give a
settled opinion on.

The crux of the matter would appear to
be in paragraph 49 of the report:

Davis’ umbrage is even less warranted
than usual given that his colleague,
Chancellor of the Exchequer Philip

ammond, hasincluded the re-imposition

Time and tide, they say, wait for no
man and the Dublin Port Company, grown
tired of the UK's melancholy withdrawing

roar, which has lasted so long, has se L

; ; ; f cross-border VAT post-Brexit in the
lans in motion to apply for planning ° : .
P ! ! PPY P I gf Taxation (Cross-border Trade ) Bill 2017-

permission to carry out construction o ) . _ :
the facilities needed to process future post—19WhICh has received its Second Reading

“In the absence of agreed solutions, Brexit goods traffic from the UK. Accord- and IS nfog:v at Committee Stage in the
the United Kingdom will maintain full  ing to Dublin Port CEO Eamonn O'Reilly '0US€ of Lommons.

alignment with those rules of the Internal (Irish Times 14.02.18):

Market and the Customs Union which,
now or in the future, support North-South
cooperation, the all-island economy and
the protection of the 1998 Agreement.”

Doesthis mean that the United Kingdom
as awhole will stay italignment, or that

_ _ What this means is that, whereas
“We're talking booths the trucks will companies currently account (and pay or
drive by, canopies, inspection areas, sheds;|aim refunds where applicable) on a
where goods can be taken out and ey hasisfor VAT on goodsimported

inspected. It's the sort of stuff that would .
drom the rest of the EU in the same way as

have been here in the early 90s before th X
Single Market came in. for goods they have purchased locally, in

The extra bits that are needed in termsthe future they will have to pay any VAT
of border controls are all down to systems due on the goods up front at the point of
and processes and those already exist inmportation, before they have had a chance
Dublin Port.” to sell any of the goods on. This is a major

tion” i_s arrived at? . , ) ) ) cash flow headache for importers whose
Neitherthe Tory Brexitersnor Corbyn’s  The cost, he says, is estimated ttibe stock may sit for months before being sold

Labour are likely to be able to stomach thethe single millions'and naturally extra o, and the VAT recouped from the
former and the latter would be, according Customs Inspectors will be required as
to the DUP, unconstitutional insofar as it the number of freight units (containers)
breaches the principle of consentenshrineccoming from outside the EU each year
in the Good Friday Agreement, an agree-will rise from 200 000 to over 1 million.
mentwhich they say is in other respects no
longer fit for purpose.

the United Kingdom acting as a sovereign
power will compel Northern Ireland to
stay in full alignment if n8agreed solu

purchaser.

Not only that, but customs checks will
have to be instituted on all goods entering
"It will increase the amount of over- the UK from the EU (and vice versa) to
heads within the system. That'sthe natureensure that the requisite VAT has been
of border controls. It's the opposite side paid—as there are now on goods entering

to the benefits of when the single Europ- from outside the EU-and this will be
ean market was set up.” the case even if the UK and EU get
around to agreeing a free trade deal
without additional customs tariffs.

The setting up of the single market

abolished the need for customs controls Ireland will naturally also be obliged to
for EU goods traffic, but crucially it also impose customs checks for VAT purposes
abolished the need for the payment ofONn goods imported from the UK, justas it
VAT on entry for consignments from did prior to the advent of the Single Market
a fairly comfortable majority to remainin Within the EU. This matter received some in 1993. Not all goods are liable for VAT
the Single Market/Customs Union. If the &tténtion in theFinancial Timeson of course, with most food being exempt
electorate were to include all those entitled FEPrUary 11thwhen David Davis got upset for example, butall consignments passing
to vote in NI Assembly, Elections as it @POut what he said werinilateral Ithrough customs must be physically
should, rather than just UK parliamentary Statementofthe bleedin’ obvioys.0.) presented" for inspection as part of the
elections, then the votes of tens of ffomthe EUthatwere damaging to British Process whether their goods are liable or
thousands of EU workers resident in NI INterests. As the FT putiit: not.

(onwhose relatively low-paid efforts what "The European Commission has Many readers may remember the

is left of commercial industrial enterprise ~ warned companies across Europe toportacabin shanty town that used to exist
in the six counties depends) would putthe prepare for significant border friction on the side of the Dublin Road in Newry

There is of course a comparatively
simple means of settling this matter
conclusively and that is to hold a
referendum in Northern Ireland
exclusively on whether the region should,
post-Brexit, remain part of the Single
Market and Customs Union or not.

Quite.

Opinion Polls in December seemed to
show that a majority in NI would vote by



(with a counterpart in Dundalk) prior to ~ and 1.3 million LGVs moving in each of view the inevitable procedures in rela-
1993. Goods vehicle drivers going south  direction annually. We are looking atthe tjon to goods entering the Republic through
would pull in here to submit their cargo  atest technology to provide us with @ \; yoyid be most conveniently carried
manifests to a Customs Clearing Agent system that can clear gOOd..S n Secondsout post-Brexit at the NI and GB ports
. ) and facilitate their free flow. . . ;
before crossing the Border. The Clearing through which the bulk of it passes. This
Agent would fax the manifest through to  These figures are markedly higher thanwould also seem to be the only practicable
its correspondent at the Irish Customsthe figures given in a report published by solution from the point of view of the
Office in Dundalk who would arrange for the Revenue a year earlier and they showPSNI, which values its genuine cross-
payment of the VAT due on the consign- not just the extent of the trading relation- community support and has no wish to be
ment to Customs whoso officials would ship between the UK and Ireland, but alsoa tool of political enforcement as in the
stamp a copy of the manifest accordingly. how much of that trade passes throughpast.
The driver would have to stop in Dundalk Northern Ireland en route. This dwarfs the
to pick up this stamped manifestand submitamount of purely north-south trade in  Regarding traffic within the island, the
or 'present' the consignment for inspectionfinancial terms. In its July 2017 report, comparatively small volume in terms of
by Irish Customs before going on his way. 'Ireland and the UK — Tax and Customs the official figures cited above masks the
Regardless of whether an inspection tooklinks',the Revenue gives figures based oninformal but nevertheless very significant
place or not (it usually didn’t), a great deal the Central Statistics Office estimates for volumes of cross-border shopping trade
of everyone's time was wasted. 2016. These show exports from Ireland toamounting to hundreds of millions per
GB of ©13.361bn and to NI of ©1.649bn year, mainly north-to-south, which would
.. while imports from GBwere nl15.743and inevitably come under scrutiny from
goods no matter how small and even Iffrom NI 21.067bn. Revenue in the event of a hard border. It

they were b?'ng moved for t(_amporary ) o _ also does nottake into account, and noreal
working, exhibition or marketing pur-  Thereis clearly a significant difference figures even seem to be available, of the

poses. Drivers of northern-registered jn methodology between the way the Csovery large numbers of temporary move-
vehicles, even private cars, wereroutinely collects its statistics and that of the ments of goods, e.g. tools and equipment
pulled over for inspection by Customs in Northern Ireland equivalentbody, NISRA, animals etc. that have allowed economic.
the Republic, and woe betide them if thereyhich does not give a figure for 'goods’, jite on both sides of the border to integrate
were goods on board without the requisite put from their sector analysis we see theyig their mutual benefit. This is a tangible
paperwork; both goods and vehicle were attribute exports or 'sales' to Ireland from panefit of the Singl.e Market which
liable in such a case to summary confis-N| for manufacturing alone of £1.355bn, underpins the GFA and NI remaining in
cation. (The inspection process in the a major discrepancy. There is a furtheripe Single Market/ Customs Union is the
opposite direction was much less rigorous.category of 'Wholesale and retail trade' only realistic way of preserving it
The physical customs post on the northernsajes (plus vehicle repairs) amounting to a '
side at Killeen disappeared in a puff of further £1.114bn, which again should be e portacabin shanty towns in Newry
smoke early in the War and was neverswallowed with a large dose of salt, as 5nd Dundalk are now a distant memory
rebuilt, while NI customs officials tended should figures for British exportsto Ireland 4 although they were not beautiful, they
notto venture outmuch fromtheir fortified general. Vast quantities of British \yere at least handy and beside thé main
compound in Newry. Even today the ‘exports’to Ireland are notgoods produced ;pad  The sites they used to occupy have
payment of customs and excise duties inin the UK at all, they are re-exports of Iong'since been redeveloped and there is
northern Border Counties istosomeextentgoods imported to the UK and re- iso now a spanking new matorway by-
a matter of personal inclination.) distributed onwards from there via large passing them, along which Mr. Eddie

The re-imposition of customs checks at yK-based wholesale and retail chains. Stobart's trucks thunder unimpeded from
the ports Is, as no_ted above regarding o ) the northern ports to their destinations in
Dublin, a fairly stralght—fqrward matter  The Unionists' economic argument pyplin and beyond. Diverting them off
and not even that expensive. Doing so alagainst membership of the Single Market/ ;g motorwayeitheéat Newry or Dundalk
the border is hugely problematic, at leastCustoms Union has been couched interms), poth for inspection and acquiring the
on the southern side. (It is not so Muchofit cutting off NI fromits biggest market, ‘|ang to build the facilities on both sides to
problematic on the northern side, as it iSthe rest of the UK. This argument would gq it at a dozen different locations along
just not going to happen for security carry more weight if they had not them- ihe border. when it can be done much
reasons. The Chief Constable of the PSNI gg|yes produced a proposalin collaboratio '
George Hamilton, diplomatically but ‘with the UK Government last Summer /gisembarkation ports, would be both an
effectively marked Westminster's card outlining just how easy and effortless it 4ct of monumental stL'indity and an out-
on this matter in February.) would be to avoid customs infrastructure rignt provocation. The very first losers in

) ] _onthe NI border post-Brexit by means of it 1ati i

_In evidence in May before the Dail echnology, trusted trader exemptions forsgfgiilélﬁggwgé”gﬁ(tjh?h’\elogrlleglrilsgi
Finance Committee the current Chairmangma| pusinesses etc. Such means possiblp P
of the Revenue Commissioners, Niall ¢oyiq work quite effectively in places like
Cody stated: the NI and UK ports which are partof the  Tpe prute reality behind Theresa May's

same legal and tax jurisdiction (and if the inti i AVOi '
Itis clearthatmanaging the volume of iy otﬁerwise it vaould be i§1terestin . pIa|r3t|ve erieates o avq|Qah§rd porder
dewillb fthe bi tchall _ ) 9 and'border infrastructure' in Nl is that she
trade will be one of the biggest challenges d instructive to h hv). Where th .
post Brexit. Approximately 1 millionroll- and instructive to hear why). €re INeY knows that her Government’s writ does
on roll-off units arrive at our ports each could not be expected to work is at the o reqlly run over large parts of it, or does
year, over 90% of them from the UK. border ofanother sovereign state however g, only on sufferance.
Traffic with Northern Ireland is also i
significant, with about 1 million HGVs From a purely trade and customs point Sean Owens
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This applied to all shipments of all

Mmore easily at their respective embarkation

Who use them.



The O'Connor Column

DisMmAL "L ARKINISM " nationalist' Irish Labour development. inthe 1990s, but lost out for a number of
One of the most disabling features of Needless to say, to this way of thinking, reasons.
Irish Trade Unionism is the cult of O'Brienrepresentedthe "reactionary"force Todaythe ICTU isattemptingto revive
"Larkinism". It is extolled as the Great in Irish trade unionism that prevented sucha Union presence in the private sector
Tradition, and many books have beena development. by following the ‘fusion’ model of agita-
produced honouring individuals as noble  Various former Labour Party luminaries, tion and organisation among low-paid
“Larkinites"without ever defining what from Barry Desmond and Brendan Halli- 'precarious' workers on the one hand and
this means beyond an allegedly heroicgan, to Ruairi Quinn and Fergus Finlay, localist social justice campaigns on the
use of power ennobled by the act of have all indulged in this fake "Larkinite" other. While such campaigns are worthy
failing or resigning (e.g. the case of Frank hero worship, extolling in particular some- and important, the movement abandons
Cluskey). thing of a pathetic ("bread and roses")its role in the main areas of production at
About two years ago, the historian cardboard cut-out version of "Young" its peril. The ‘fusion' model, which is
Emmet O'Connor produced a fine book, Larkin. But, even by their own definitions, adopted from the American Trade Union
James Larkin: Hero or Wreckerthich  these politicians make for unlikely "Larkin- left, itself hardly the model of success,
he launchedto a packed theatre in Libertyites", as each of them, when they actuallywould seem to the present writer to
Hall. His two main theses were firstly exercised a bitof Government power, cameexcessively locate the movement at an
that Larkin's great organising feats in into bitter conflict with the actually existing even further remove from the heart of the
1909-13 were followed by a trail of Trade Union movement and—apart from actual economy, and to involve an opting
destruction in splitting the Labour move- Quinn—were to be implacably hostile to for protest over power. It is, as William
ment in the 1920s-30s to no strategic orthe Social Partnership established byO'Brien or '‘Young' Larkin might have
other worthwhile purpose, and secondly Haughey and the Union leadership in 1987.warned, difficult to see the future in that.
that his driving motivations were, to a
much greater degree than with Connolly, The irony is that Social Partnership, MI5 ASSASSINATIONS IN | RELAND
as much Catholic and Irish Nationalist as while rooted in the ITGWU Connolly In the last 'Column’ we reported on the
English socialist. All of this caused tradition developed by William O'Brien, UVF letter to Haughey warning him in
considerable disquietamong the assemblhad been given its strategic teeth by Youngl1987, just after he became Taoiseach, that
ed "Larkinites" in the Hall. Jim Larkin when he abandoned D4il politics MI5 had urged them to assassinate him,
to pursue cooperation with Lemass'sand furnishing him with various intelli-
The modern Larkin cult has a few industrial revolution in defiance of the gence materials MI5 had provided them
cardinal beliefs, of which two are LabourParty, whichvociferously denounc- with to assist them do so. This material
immediately relevant. One is that he ed such cooperation as corrupt treacherylent considerable credence to their claim.
founded a secular, Labour-oriented The fact is that in the 1960s the Union While the State at the time took the threat
movement that was as hostile to nativeleaders chose power over protest, andseriously enough to organise substantial
Irish capitalism as to the British, which achieved many successes as a resulttounter-security measures, the media
with good leadership could have pro- O'Brien's and "Young" Larkin's politics, reportingthe story following its revelation
duced a "non-nationalist” Irish Labour for all their superficial differences, shared in the State Papers released at the end of
development. This potential, the belief a common trajectory that was to culminate December 2017 laughed it off as a joke.
goes, was squandered by Wiliam O'in the Social Partnership that emerged inThe British would never do such a thing!
Brien, the 'grey bureaucrat' who took the late 1980s, again, as in Lemass's time,
over the ITGWU when Larkin went to against the bitter opposition of the Labour It was of course just three years since
America, and steered the Union firstinto Party, including of the above self-styled the Dublin-Monaghan Bombings which

a close alliance with Sinn Féin and then, "Larkinites". !(illed more people thanany otherqperation
in the new state, with Fianna Fail. While in the North's long war and which was
countless books and pamphlets— In a globalised world with outsourced indisputably the work of Loyalist para-

overwhelmingly lavish in their positivity manufacturing, Trade Unionism today is militaries acting under the direction of
—have appeared on Larkin, mostly by everywhere going through difficult times, British military handlers. The only puzzle
authors close to the labour movement, itand inexorably shrinking back to a strong- to this writer's mind is why in 1987 the
was not until 2005 that even a first hold in public services where it can still UVF no longer wanted to do Britain's
biography of O'Brien appeared, and thatcommand a monopoly market. In some "dirty work" for it (as they put it in the
by an outsider, a Jesuit priest, Thomasindustrial countries where amanufacturing letter to Haughey). Among the same State
Morrissey. base has been retained, especially in northPapers was a further letter from the UVF
ern Europe, Trade Unionism has also weak+from 1987 stating that MI5 had supplied it
The second belief of the Larkinite ened, but retains an all-economy role a dozen years previously with detonators
school is that his son, "Young Jim", through collective bargaining and industrial set to explode prematurely, precisely the
having been a Communist in the 1930s,democracy, which implicates itin the actual type used in the 1975 Miami Showband
refined his father's core beliefs into a successfulfunctioning ofindustry. The Irish massacre. Survivor Stephen Travers,
"modern”, fit-for-purpose labourism that movement briefly sought to emulate such athanking the Minister for Justice for releas-
also had the potential to produce a 'non-course in the early years of the Celtic Tigering the letter, says the Irish Government



should novbe "getting answerdtfomthe  also supported by the Trade Union trade and customs deal, on the other hand,
British Government about thidrish leadership in Social Partnership, and wasas now being advocated by both May/
Times,31.12.17). a key component of the successful take-Davis and Corbyn, offers the hope of an
Maybe the Government could add a off of the Celtic Tiger prosperity. arrangement that includes joint rule
"PS" for ditto in relation to the Haughey  The "Paradise Papers'revelations making. This should be encouraged.
letter. regarding the role of FGS in the tax Needless to say, everyone's position
avoidance strategies of the Murphy estatenow also effectively includes a post-Brexit
M ORAL CRUSADES illustrate the hollowness of the Finlay- "special status“for Northern Ireland,
AND POLITICAL OPPORTUNISM Spring moral campaign of the 1990s. Whatmaintaining regulatory alignment, which
The Co. Kerry-born builder, John shameless hypocritesthese chancers weradan have no other meaning than a customs

Murphy snr., built a vast fortune in At least the Murphy's built things.
construction in the UK during and after
the war years. Murphy's became one of
the biggest players in British constructioq, There is a widespread belief in liberal-
and once faced charges over the tax avoidy|gpajist circles that Brexit will be an
ance aspect of the system of lump laboureconomic disaster'for Britain. The

common on English building sites at the ¢, rent writer does not share this view.
time. He left an estate worth hundreds of 11,0 exceptionalist history of Britain is

millions of pounds. Recent revelations
from the "Paradise Papers'show that

THE INEXORABLE LOGIC OF BREXIT

strewn with examples of that primary of
all states taking unbelievable gambles with

border moved to the Irish Sea. The now
near total alignment of Tory and Labour
Brexit strategy presents the DUP with a
major challenge. But the paralysis in the
Dublin FG/FF coalition due to its compon-
ents' overriding common aim of preventing
any Sinn Féin negotiation success in
Belfast presents the DUP also with a major
opportunity. The clear-headedness of the
Dublin position of just two months ago

one of the companies advising the Murphy j;¢ destiny and emerging successful, or atS€€MS to have given way to a chaos of
estate in dealing with banks and financial |g 3t in one piece, from apparent res,ultingtheir own making.

authorities in Britain, Ireland and the calamities. A few examples among marfiy
Cayman Islands so as to avoid as much t&, |, e ts invention of Finance Capitalis
as possible was the Dublin outfit FGS 5 the concept of tHimitless National

(formerly “Farrell, Grant, Sparks®, see pepytg prosecute the seemingly impos-
'How to lower your tax bill—the mudti

millionaire way"',Irish Times,20.01.18).

first Great War against Europe—around
The Sparks in question is Greg Sparks,1700, and emerging as America's junipr

still a partner in the firm. He was a special partner afterits reckless gamble on anoter

advisor to Dick Spring during the 1990s Great War in 1914 went awry. Brex
when Labour existed for the sole purposemight be reversed, of course, with Fintgn
of unmasking Charles Haughey as aO'Toole advising Britain's well-wisher

corrupt creature of big business and a taxto approach it as one might approach a gat

cheat. By destroying him, it was hoped, trapped in a tree and offering it facg-
Fianna Failitself could be destroyed. After saving ways to climb down. But this i
Labour's rout in the 1987 Election, an really wishful thinking.

internal battle over the direction of the In reality the rump Remainers see
party had ensued, during which the left- ever more isolated. Their high point cane
wing economic-policy based challenge With their near-toppling of Corbyn a

by Emmet Stagg, supported by Labour'sLabour leader a year or so ago, to pe
affiliated Unions, nearly succeeded, but replaced by a neo-Blairite to lead a margh

was finally seen off by the Spring faction back into the EU, a project which seems
who focused the party instead on howatruly spentwicket. David Davis hgs
rebuilding an electoral base on the basis ofsét out the latest British Government
a 'moral’ crusade against "Haugheyism".position of seeking a bespoke post-
As Spring-apparatchik extraordinaire, Customs Union trade deal with the E
Fergus Finlay, makes clear in his memoir,and Corbyn has outlined a very similar
Snakes and Ladderthe campaign was Position as that of the Labour oppositign
assisted by civil servants profusely leaking (See Open Europe's "Daily Shakeup™
material to them on the preferential treat- 21 February for both).
ment being accorded the beef firm, Remainers had pegged their hopes
Goodman International, and that this economic fears causing a resurgence
material was welcomed as manna fromleast in favour of remaining within the
heaven, providing the leadership with its Customs Union. They banked on the B
ammunition for its strategy andraison  conceding some mechanism giving Brital
d'etrefor the party for the following years. a continued role in Customs Union rulé
Forthe Haughey Government, backing making. But Brussels has ruled this oy
Goodman was simply implementing the This means that now remaining in th
IDA/NESC strategy of'picking" a few  Customs Union would reduce Britain t
"winners" among the otherwise non- the existence of a so-callédile taker",
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sible War of the Spanish Succession—|ts

One off houses

continued

live in towns or in the countryside they
will need the services of villages. The
solution is to have plenty people living in
the countryside, urban and rural.

In his tirade McDonald actually ends
up advocating the impoverishing of people
by justifying the denial of broadband as
being too costly:

"The persistent delay in rolling out
broadband s surely related to the inherent-
ly uneconomic cost of catering for widely
dispersed rural housing, much of itowned
and occupied by people who have nothing
to do with farming, except that they
bought sites from farmers. That's why
the latest effort to provide high-speed
broadband to some half a million potential
customers will require a public subsidy
of 8500 million" (ibid.).

Again, where is the logic? Broadband
is the basis of the Gig economy. That's the
future—we are assured. In that economy,
companies and businesses can be run from

;bedrooms, bedsits, sheds, the middle of

Bogs or the tops of mountains. It is non-
sensical and a totally false economy to
limit broadband to anybody, anywhere.

Spreading broadband everywhere is the
most sensible investment possible. It has
untold and unquantifiable benefits. But

McDonald wants to turn back the tide.

He also sees more elementary services

performing Irish indigenous industrial i.e. atthe mercy of rules made by others
sector and 'scaling them up' to world which it would have no say, having le

into people in the countryside as a cost
t rather than a benefit and therefore ques-

competitive standard. It was a strategythe EU. A bespoke post-Customs Unid

ntions whether they should be provided at
7



all to houses in the countrysidé feport
by An Foras Forbarthain 1976 highlighted
the fact that the cost of providing public
services—electricity, water, telecoms, postal
deliveries, waste management and road
maintenance—for dispersed rural housing
was significantly higher than for homesin
urban areas."

This is suggesting social engineering,
using the threat of deprivation of these
services. Maybe rural electrificationshould  Oh dear! oh dear! He should have
be reversed! What is call€the Famine/ reacted rationa”y and made p|ans to buya . Our mOde.rn plann.ers should come up
Holocaustof the 1840s must have been ace little cottage in the countryside and With Something as original today. Horace
blessing in disguise in helping to clear ysjt Temple Bar athours more appropriate MUSt_have had something like these
away all those costly people living all tg his temperament. cottages in mind two thousand years ago
over the place! The lifeless Highlands of when he described his perfect habitat: "
Scotland would seem the perfeCt model The firstindigenous“’ish labour move- piece of IanQ! not so very Iarge! which
for our planners. A nice graveyard without ment was thé.and and Labour League Would contain a garden, and near the

Temple Bar: got a British Act of Parliament passed to

"....through tiredness and frustration, facilitate compulsory purchasing of land
as well as her unsympathetic attitude andfor the building of labourers' cottages
the whole history of noise problems supplemented with an acre of land. They
associated with the River_ House Hotel were immensely popular and catered for
over the years, | reacted irrationally by apout a quarter of a million people at their
putting my hands on either side ofherand gt spread mainly throughoutthe South
shook her briefly. | regretted this immed- t Th ided ind d d
iately and apologised. The DJ played on west. These provided independence an
until 3 am" (Irish Times, 10.9.2008). security for rural labourers that enhanced

their bargaining power with farmers.

headstones.

And of course the dreaded 'septic tank’developed'an Irish solution to an Irish

that laid the basis for the later Widespreadhouse aspring of gver-flowirlg water, and
Labour Party throughout the country. It beyond these a bit of wood.
I can verify that this is an exact

has to be introduced. Human waste has tgyroblem"as regards rural housing over a description of them. Temple Bar anyone?

be managed, no matter where the humangentury ago, with an original programme

Jack Lane

live. Today it's a choice of having bigger for its constituency of farm labourers. It See also, BiteBack, Ed.

or smaller septic tanks and having thgm

well managed. But a picture is built up
if individual tanks are some sort of culpr
and more liable to create problems th
large urban ones.

As everyone knows, Ireland was histg
ically a rural-based society. What is not
well appreciated is that this created
unique rural social formation because
the townlandstructure. These were an
are unique arrangements whereby a v
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,Collins, DeValera and the
2Burning of the Custom House, May 1921

d  Anyone who has seen Neil Jordan'sthem all the bother and blow our own
PMYMichael Collinsmovie may remember brains out?'

private life and a very sociable life afe the dramatised exchange between Collins

blended harmoniously in a way that ru
so deep that it is difficult to define—by
all the more real for that. You can have
much privacy or sociability as you wisk
Some people almost live in other peopl
houses and some won't talk to each ot
for generations. This form of society

IS and DeValera after the latter's return from  DeValera winds up the meeting by
t America. Collins the pragmatist arrives 'proposing' (and the audience knows that
AS|ate into the Dail Cabinet meeting, delayed when DeValera 'proposes’ something, he
- by dealing with practical matters relating expects to be obeyed) ‘an assault on the
'Sto waging of the war. DeValera the aloof centre of British administrative justice in
€fdealist, sniffs indignantly at the lack of Ireland.... The Custom House'.

S decorum in time-keeping. The Custom House assault is significant

one area where Ireland has been, is, and DeValera opens the meeting by com- in this movie because it is used to under-

hopefully will be forever united! It pre
dates nationhood and may outlive it.

Irish urban life finds it particularly
difficult to understand this aspect of th
countryside. It is this ignorance that is
the basis of all the ranting and rauvir
about 'Bungalow blitz'and the other
disparaging attitudes to traditional rur
housing arrangements.

This social harmony can be sadly

missing in urban life and nobody know
this better than Mr. McDonald himself,
he explained in a series of cri de coaur
thelrish Timesa few years ago under th
headingNightmare in a city that neve
sleeps: He got so frustrated with th
unsocial behaviour in Temple Bar whe
he lived that he lost control of himse
with the manageress of a night club the

plaining that 'our tactics' are sullying the score the supposed gulf between the
name of the fight for freedom, making the characters of the two men: Collins the
Irish look like ‘assassins', rather than thepragmatist who, having tried conventional
€ 'proper' army of a proper Dail. Of course war in 1916, was obliged to develop a—
At the audienceall know that those 'tactics' literally—revolutionary new form of war-
g are the brainchild of Collins, because thefare from 1919 on, the guerilla war at
movie narrative tells them so. The audiencewhich the Irish could excel, not having the
Al also know that DeValerenows, making  resources or manpower of their Imperial
his complaint a personal one, directed atopponent.
the man he doesn't like, his main competi-

el : : ' DeValera (who also survived 1916) by
s tionin popularity stakes—Michael Collins.

contrast remains the aloof idealist, wedded
When DeValera is quizzed by Collins to the symbolism of 1916, having no real
on what 'we need to act like a legitimate idea of the demands of war, and even
e army' means, he isinformed 'I mean largeimpeding the cause of Irish liberty with his
scale engagements'. Collins makes ainflexibility. This point is further emphas-
. comparisonto the 'blood sacrifice' of 1916 ised by the timing of the meeting—after
e which, despite taking personal part in, he DeValera'slong sojourninthe USA. Collins
f now regards as pointless slaughter. Heeven remarks on this. DeValera is out of
reends his angry outburst with his usual on-touch with the realities on the ground: both

S

who was only doing what people do

n screen pragmatis 'why don't we save geographically and intellectually.



The Custom House is thus presented as
a set-piece battle dreamed up by an
armchair general in order to prove a point,
rather than for any practical military or
strategic gain. And, predictably, being
one of DeValera's more hare-brained
schemes, itendsin disaster; with the killing
or capture of many of Dublin's finest
Volunteers, as well as depleting their
slender supply of arms and ammunition.

It's an image of DeValera that could
(and perhaps did) come straight out of
Tim Pat Coogan's biography of him.

But is it fair?

We get an altogether different picture
from Charles Dalton in his 1929 book
"With the Dublin Brigade"

Dalton was closely involved with the from this reading of events —

was therefore decided to destroy their 6. Having a staff of hundreds and given
documents and records. At the Custom  the scale of the action to burn the Custom
House were kept not only those referring House, it required a large body of armed

to Customs and Excise, but also the other Volunteers to accomplish it. This was

documents and records of the Local .
Government and other departments. All N0t any run-of-the-mill ambush of a
patrol, but nor was it the symbolic set

authority to deal with these matters of

civilgovernment had been transferred by  piece battle of some armchair general.
the people to the National Parliament—
Dail Eireann. To burn the contents of the

Custom House in broad daylight, while

Had the attack on the Custom House
holding up the large staff of hundreds of not occurred in May 1921, and the Truce

officials and clerks, was a big undertaking not intervened, it would probably have

and about 120 Volunteers were told off °ccurred later. Michael Collins, of all
for the job. It was in the hands mainly of People, would have seenthe strategic value
the 2nd Battalion of the Dublin Brigade, in ridding the country of such a nerve
but all men on active service duty were centre of British administration and Intel-
engaged forit..." (p.162). ligence gathering. Collins had cut his

] . professional teeth in the Post Office system
Several important points come acrossjn Britain, and would have had greater

awareness than DeValera perhaps, of the

struggle for Independence in all aspects; There was a logical strategic reason tovalué of such an information-gathering
and a dedicated Republican, willing to  pyrn the Custom House, it wasn't a mereSystem as that of Post Offices, Tax offices
undertake some of the mostdauntingtasks showpiece action for some kind of and the whole apparatus of bureaucracy.

carried out by the IRA in Dublin. His
range of operations leaves usin little doubt

We shouldn't underestimate the import-

symbolic gain _
ance of such mundane things as maps and

as to his knowledge of, and commitment 2. As long as the Custom House and itstaxation for keeping a country in subject-

to, the Cause. As well as more mundane
Intelligence-gathering, he took hands-on
part in several operations in which he had
to fire a gun in anger, including the
elimination of the infamous Cairo Gang.

While he met Collins only on a very
few occasions, and admits to being some-
what in awe of him, he was closely
involved in all aspects of Collins' work
and that of his associates.

Infact, Daltonis all the more interesting
in relation to Jordan's movie because he
records in his book that he made contact
with a young chambermaid called Rosie

3. By taking this tax money, the Britis

documents and staff remained, thejon. The British certainly didn't, their
occupying British administration had a experience of it stretches back to the
civil arm capable of extracting taxes Domesday Book after the Norman inva-
from Irish people—money thatwasthen sjon, and as recently as the 1830s had
being ploughed back into keeping the commissioned the British army to produce
same people subject. While the British accurate up-to-date maps of the whole
might go on occupying Ireland by force, country—which we still rely on—the
the Irish at least shouldn't be expected toordnance Survey of Ireland. Invasions
go on paying for it. may be started with bayonets, but they are
h followed by briefcases.

administration was also depriving Dalil
Eireann of monies that rightfully belong-
ed to the Dail alone, and which the Dai
needed to carry out its work.

Itwas Collins' very 'accountant' mindset

| that gave him such a flair for running the
war effort, rather than the more maverick
portrayal we see in Jordan's movie, which

who passed bits of information on to him 4. As only the Dail had the right to collect is not to say he didn't also have a larger-

about British officers staying at the
accommodation where she worked. She

such monies, the existence of thethan-life characteronoccasion. Tom Barry
'machinery’ of the Custom House was arecalled if'Guerilla Days in Ireland'the

was one of a network of such casual'agents' direct assault—by civil means—on the apparent indignity of being challenged,
who acted as the eyes and ears of the IRA. authority of the Dail, a state of affairs and then wrestled, to the ground by a
When she complained of having to empty which could not be permitted to continue, boyish Collins on the occasion he met him
out the officers’ wastepaper baskets so anymore than Ireland could tolerate in Dublin, an act of impromptu horseplay.
often, Dalton was inspired to ask her to having say, the King's writrunning inits Barry records being a bit taken aback at

bring the contents to him instead. This
proved crucial in tracing and eliminating

the Cairo Gang. Perhaps Neil Jordan had5

come across this account, butin his movie,
Collins gets the credit.

All of which makes Dalton's comments
on the burning of the Custom House all
the more significant;

"On the 21st May 1921 the Custom
House was burned by the Dublin Brigade.
This was done as a necessary part of our
campaign. It was one of the headquarters
of what was left of the British civil
administration in Ireland. Through their
tax officials they were still able to continue
to extract Irish money for the purpose of
keeping the country in subjection, and it

territory (hence the establishment of the informality of it all, despite his own
Republican Courts). 'improvise and adapt' approach to warfare

Britain's civil apparatusin all its forms— in west Cork.

RIC, law courts, ideological institutions,

i . . On the whole, considering Dalton's
tax offices—were the 'eyes and ears' and . e . )
. . .~ account, his proximity to Collins' staff;

tools of British occupation, the daily

. .2 and given Collins' awareness of the value
means by which it kept the population in L . )
. ’ . of the civil service in carrying out the
subjugation. The Republican strategy had 7, _. . : :
o daily administrative tasks of the occupying
been to roll upall layers of British .
. o forces, it may very well be that the attack
administration in Ireland and replace them S
. : on the Custom House was the brainchild
with a parallel Irish system. It was one of

) .—, of Collins, not DeValera. At the very least
the up-to-then unique aspects of the Irish, . ,
: it casts the dramatised sceneMicthael
struggle for Independence—previous

efforts like 1798 had focused on amilitary Collinsin a rather different light.
victory—and one of the reasons why it
was so successful in its aims.

Nick Folley
(Feb. 2018)
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And, as this filtered out to the ordinary traumatised. She was born in Italy and
viewer, the so-callethillions" watching ~ was brought up in a cult/sect that her
the Oscars started waning and graduallyfather had founded. It was only when the

eS ahOrac people stopped turning in to hear the elders began advocating child sex that her
announcements which were mostly now mother took her and her sister out of

already known in advance. harm's way and went off to a new life in
"Mistrust all in whom the desire to America where Rose admitted she ended
punish is imperative.” Thus the huge Oscar juggernaut begarup in another sect—called Hollywood. In

Goethe. {9 wane, and surprise surprise Harveysituations like these, it is always useful to
" . Weinstein started to lose hfsyancial  realise that one is looking at an actress or
If men could learn from history, . - - .
what lessons it might teach us! But sheen and it was only a matter Qf ftime actor and assessing how much is for real
passion and party blind our eyes, and before the story of Harvey's proclivities and how much is for the camera. But there
light which experience gives us is a becamepublic knowledge. And finally could be no doubt that the crying-girl
lantern on the stern, which shinesonly  his goose was cooked: he was tossed ouRose, the coyly attention-seeking Rose
on the waves behind us!" by his own brother Bob from their com- and the self-proclaimetvarrior" Rose
S.T. Coleridge from T. Allsop,  pany Miramax, who then tried to sell it (oh were not acting characters. They were all
Recollections'1831. g4 quietly) and liquidate the assets asthe real deal brokepersonaof Rose
lawsuits hurled their way. But Bob now McGowan.
too also became embroiled in sexual
scandal himself and lawyers are lawyering Rose McGowan spoke of being spied
When the 'New Yorker' magazine up the kazoo and it is now doubtful if the on and being bugged by persons on behalf
finally published—under enormous legal Miramax Company can be saved, thoughof Harvey Weinstein and alleged there
threat—the sexual accusations against théoth brothers have still multi-millions in  were Mossad connections. This was re-
Hollywood movie mogul Harvey Wein- their own right. After all, Harvey just activated every time she thought of going
stein, it was a story that few could know settled a divorce case (his third) with the public on what happened with the Miramax
would snowball into a feeding frenzy that dress designer Georgina Chapmanfor$1doss. She said she told many in the
seems without parallel in modern times. million with some three mansions now in Hollywood show-business world, includ-
Weinstein was the head of Miramaixe her name. ing well known names in the acting
most powerful movie production company fraternity—there was no ignorance of her
not only in the USA but right across the = Rose McGowan was the actress whotravails and those of other unfortunates.
UK and what passes for the 'free west'. Hefinally brought down Harvey Weinstein. Noless a personthanRonan Farrow backed
was known as Mr. Oscar in that his Her name was unknown to me and as | anup McGowan's claims and told the aud-
company somehow always managed toa greataficionadoof film/TV that says ience how, when he was writing the story
get their movies up for Oscar nods andsomething. Apparently she was a big teenand backgrounding it—he too was bugged
indeed get the Oscars for their chosenhit on some American TV series in the and followed and he accepted that those
'stars'. For almost two decades Weinsteinearly 90s and went on to star in one doing this were former Mossad agents in
was nearly always acknowledged in the 'Scream’ movie according to a blurb all probability.
infamous ‘thank yous' as various movie attached to her name in Wikipedia. When  Farrow is not without his own know-
stars held their Oscars in their triumphantshe was 23 she met Weinstein and hdedge of Hollywood as his mother is the
hands after their wins. So much so that araped her in his hotel bedroom. There isactress Mia Farrow and his father—now
couple of years ago, when Meryl Streep no "alleged” here, as he has not denied totally estranged—is Woody Allen. That
won her umpteenth Oscar, she thankedhis except to say she consented but heoo is a story of family betrayal, sex abuse
Harvey Weinstein and even referencedwas scared enough of this unknown youngclaims, and the now familiar shunning by
him as'God'to enormous acclaim from actress that he paid her over $120,000 irthe Hollywood elite not of the betrayer but

FEMINISM AND
THE PoLiTics oF HyPOCRISY

the audience. what is calledhush moneyin the USA.  the betrayed. This too is beginning to turn
Butthey knewvhat Harvey Weinstein But, after that incident, her career was but only because Woody Allen is not the
was up to and chose to ignore it for their effectively over. force he once was in the film industry.

own personal glory and gain. Because Ronan Farrow, the investigative journ-

Weinstein didn't just put the Oscar in their alist for The New Yorker, spent three  Rose McGowan was derisive of the
hands, he also put enormous riches therénonths going over McGowan's story and "black dress"movement at the Awards
too. Though nominally there was a voting tried to publish his findings, only to be Season [thatis, actresses wearing black to
system in place for the Oscars, if enoughcontinually hindered by the higher ups. signal support for th&Me Too protest
ofthe registered actors/actresses etc. wer8ut the latter were wise to be scaredagainst sexual harrassment movement,
targeted with what became knowr'te because, asitturned out, Harvey Weinsteired.], which began at the Golden Globes
goody bag system" and a huge campaigiwas a pretty scayowerfulman. and on the 18th February 2018 with the
not unlike that_ of the American political In a documentarCitizen Roseby the BAFTAS at the Royal Albert Hall. In
system was aimed at them—and nobodyg (Entertainment) Channel, that | recently attenda_mce was the Duke a}nd Duchess of
did this better than Weinstein—then the caught, | watched and listened carefully to Cambridge —the f.or”?er is the Royal
outcome was absolutely assured. Eveny,e story that Rose told. It was not for the Patron of the organisation.

the Press Ic;newd—_asddu:] the dogs |r} thefaint-hearted. It was so deeply disturbing  Rose is rightfully scornful of such stunts
;tr]?et—r?n pre I'Cte, tr:accj)utcoms ONGhat | seriously thought of turning it off of tout court "virtue signalling” (an
efore the actual voting had even begun.,qq than once because it made me feel sdmerican phrase from a Fox News pundit),

uncomfortable. There was no doubt thatwhere each personage tries to outdo the
It Is Time Rose herself was deeply disturbed andother inexpressions of solidarityithout



causing their careers any harm—uwhich isthat, such has been her reputationalfond memories of him. Her two-volumes
the only thing that matters to them in the damage, that with all her money she wouldof memaoirs are full of beautifully written
end and how much money they can earnbe hard pressed to find someone now toand evocative memories of her lifé
And let us be clear there is a lot of moneyrepresent her. But this being a Hollywood Story Lately ToldindWatch Me'Perhaps

in Hollywood to be earned: one actressstory—Jolie isturning up everywherewith when Annette Benning was being
last year alone made $17 million from her brood of six—and there are signs thatinterviewed, she was wary of how, with
films and this does not include endorse-this is having the desired effect. Brad Pitt the new climate of Puritanism, her hus-
ments from big companies like Dior, isadecentman and will notweaponise hisband's legendary liaisons could become
Channel etc. for everything from frocks, children in a PR game, unlike his soon tofodder for some accusations of the kind

make-up to perfumes and face creamsbe-ex wife. that now predominate our discourse.
while all the time nipping and tucking at
their plastic surgeon—while selling ordi-  On the red-carpet we now are feted In a recent women's march, those

nary women the idea that the particular with #Me Too signs antimes Umnd the  tiresome events that seem to be aimed at
face cream that they have endorsed isubiquitous black dresses but isn't there alrump’'s America—the women are coming
whatis solely behind their youthful visage! fraudulent feel to all this? And what is our loud and proud. But one woman in
worse by far is the idea that this is some-particular really got me going. Natalie
When Rose McGowan's story went how'Solidarity' with fellow women who  Portman, the Israeli/American actress and
viral, after her Ronan Farrow's interview, have been injured by the powerful in an one of the most successful in Hollywood
another almost unknown actress Alyssaindustry which commodifies sex above who, having garnered all sorts of awards
Milano sent her a #Me Too tweet and the all else. It was very interesting to listen to including the Oscar, gave a speech that
restis history. Ashley Judd (of the Country Annette Benning, another Oscar winner, left me fuming. She spoke about how she
and Western singing female family) signed stating at the entrance to the BAFTAS on hassufferedat the hands of sexual rapacity
up and these three brave women are thd 8th February 2018 thdhe accused men in show-business and she didn't mince her
real trail-blazers in this tawdry tale. Their had to be given their voice toahd, such  words.
stories stack up unlike the heavy hitterswas the shock of the woman reporter for  Her story was flabbergasting. She said
who had and have real power who went onthe BBC or Sky News, that she asked herwhat she suffered waséxual terrorism"
to make allegations. Gwyneth Paltrow, "butaren'twe here to listento the women'sand then had the appalling cheek to say
Oscar-winning daughter of a top Holly- voices?"Benning immediately had to thiswas from receivingape fantasy fan-
wood actress Blythe Danner and accept that this was true of course butmail”. Now let us examine that allegation.
Gwyneth's father—now deceased—Bruce"could we not also acknowledge that the Portman was a child actor who was well-
Paltrowwho was a powerful TV Producer, accused had to have due procegsam  minded, even by her exacting standards.
and her boyfriend at the time was/is the slightly paraphrasing here what Benning She was 13 when she starred Tine
icon Brad Pitt, said Weinstein fumbled his said but certainly this is the gist of it) Professionaland she went on to say tha
hand up her dress. She now wants to Well the woman from the News was "there was this public countdown to 18
belong to the sisterhood of the victims notinterested in thatand Benning knew it. when she became the age of consent for
even though at the time she told herButsheis notonly a gifted actress but onesexual encountersNowhere did she say
boyfriend who told Weinstein to keep his of Hollywood's most intelligent voices where did this countdown happen. And
hands to himself if he valued them. (He whose integrity is unquestioned. However, somehow | cannot be the only one who
did) there was a tentativeness involved in thewould doubt hugely that someone of
interview that | found very unusual for Portman'silk read her own fan-mail. That
That appalling woman—an Oscar Benning. And of course what occurred to is why one has agents and lawyers and all
winner herself—Angelina Jolie whose me was that she is married to Warrenthe flummery that goes with being a 'star'!
own father is another Oscar winner Jon Beatty—one of Hollywood's most noted
Voight, came out and alleged Weinstein Lotharios when that was seen as a great But | will name some two women at
sexually harassed her but is unable togift—the ultimate seducer—who, in his least who really experienced sexual
furnish even the filmiest details and was own modest account, stated he had slepterrorism and that is Rose McGowan who
met by an immediate denial by Weinstein with over 2,000 women. Joan Collins was wasn't even acknowledged in Portman's
himself. Jolie, who has badly tarnished once engaged to him and stated he waspeech or by any of the other self-serving
her image (and "image" is everything in "great in bed"but that he never stopped marchers who burnish their credentials
show-business) because of her ongoingmaking deals on the phone. (This was inwith thisnew activismAnd there is another
divorce battle with Brad Pitt, whom she the old days before mobiles—obviously.) woman who was only barely out of her
alleged slapped one of their six children teens when she was witch-hunted in
on their private plane—and got the FBI = The greatest beauty of modern times—America and that was Monica Lewinski. |
and then Child Services to investigate in my opinion—was Julia Christie (she of can remember as if it was yesterday when
him, which they did with gusto on account Dr. Zhivago fame) and she too was athe young Monica became the mosttalked
of the present climate and, having foundflame of Beattys'. When these women about woman on the planet. And the
Pitt to be blameless, stated publicly thatspoke later about their love lives—it was jokes—and how many there were of them?
they would testify ohis behalfn the Pitt-  with fondness and never with regret, shamePresident Bill Clinton and First Lady
Jolie custody battle. or our oh so modertvictimhood" But  Hilary were protected by the media and
then again they were all equals in thetheir friends in high places in Hollywood

Sothis UN Goodwill Ambassador Jolie game of seduction. like Harvey Weinsteiret al

has now anchored herself onto the suffer-
ing of Eer abused 'sisters’ but even the Jack Nicholson was another great There is a vile interview inThe
most devoted celebrity magazines are notseducer though he lived with Anjelica Observer25th January 1998 in which the
buying it. A top expert on PR has written Huston for 17 years—and she still has waspish Gore Vidal under a headiNgw

11



12

World Ordure’ continually refers to Ms
LewinskiasChild Monicd'. Onlyin 2017
in Vanity Fairmagazine did Monica tel
her story and from what | can rememb

honest explanation of how economics Eurozone and among European Govern-

came to be subservient to the ideologicalments that the low interest rate which was

agenda of neo-liberalism. Weaknesses inappropriate for the largest economy,
erthe work are an incomplete account of theGermany, was inappropriate for other parts

"shame"was the most constant of hgr political causes, the placement oftoo muchof the Zone and that countervailing

feelings. And who could blame her?

blame onthe people in genefaand on  measures were needed in those parts.

Any woman that had the misfortune ¢f the State, and a failure to fully follow

running into Bill Clinton and came in fo
his sexual predation lived to regret it. WH

through on the political implications of  Thirdly, the designers of the Eurozone,
o the cause-effect relationship between freeor at least its political leaders, were remiss

now remembers Jennifer Flowers, Paflamarket ideology and the Great Recessionin allowing responsibility for financial

Jones, Kathleen Wiley, Juanita Broderi

Ck  Regarding the EU they firstly note that stability to remain at the national level. In

—the latter was a campaign worker who the official reports were all largely silent Ireland, for example, the total revenue of

alleged Clinton raped her? And there wqg
many others! What had their fellow wome
to say? What had the wife of the U
President to say? Well she called the
terrible allegations Bimbo Eruption8!
That is a fact. And who helped herin h
campaign of vilification against thes
women? Well none other than the go
old sister-hood. The feminists looked aft
their own and Hilary was one of them. S
Gloria Steinem took to an op-ed in th
New York Timesnd called out these mos
unfortunate women as tellers of untruth
The"Bimbos"were not going to get awa
with trying to tell the truth abouheir
President.

In 2017 Gloria Steinem gave an inte]
view to The Guardian, saying basicall
she would do so again because one ha|
be true to each decade and the 1990s
that kind of decade. Indeed! The on
feministwho was disgusted with her fello
feminists for doing the dirty work for thg
Clintons was Camille Paglia and her nar
should be on any roll-call of the mo
honourable women in our culture. She t
paid for her stance but her honour ¢
never be impugned, unlike the others.

Julianne Herlihy ©

reabout the role of the European institutions the banks was considerably larger than the
n in relation to the crisis. They then outline total revenue of the Government. Individ-
S areas where the European Central Banlkually the banks had become unusually
sg ECB) was at fault, effectively identifying powerful institutions; collectively they had

five flaws in the architecture of the become too powerfulto bereinedineither
er Eurozone. by regulatory bodies or by Government,

“There are several dimensions involv- €V i th_ose ager_‘CieS had_possessed the
ed: the failure of the EU surveillance Will t0 rein them in. Later in the book
process under the Maastricht and theDonovanand Murphy make the interesting
Stability and Growth Pact to prevent the point that, even if there had been a more
emergence of large-scale underlying centralised European involvement in
budget deficits such as those in Ireland; financial regulation, it is questionable
the implications for Ireland of the ECB’s \, hather this would have made radjor

low interest rate accommodative mone- . , )
tary policy stance; the decision to delegatefj”cfererlce (p. 277), butthatis a separate

responsibility for financial regulation to 1SSU€. From a Eurozone perspective,
the national level with adverse effects on certainly in the light of the lessons of the
the ability of the ECB to promote financial crisis, it makes sense thatfinancial stability

stability; the role of the ECB at the time should be supervised by supranational

of the controversial guarantee decision jnstitutions that are more powerful than
of September 2008; and the ECB's poSi- tha panks.

tion with respect to the treatment of the

banking sector debt incurred by the Irish . .
taxpayer as a result of the guarantee” Fourthly, regarding the Irish Govern-
(The Fall of the Celtic Tigemp. 6). ment's Guarantee in relation to all deposits

p and liabilities of the six main Irish banks
Ne This short paragraph bears closemade in September 2008, Donovan and
st examination. Firstly, the reference to Murphy, unlike many other commentators,
bo'underlyingbudget deficits alludes to the consider that, given the reluctance of the
ANposition of the Irish public finances where, ECBto consider a pan-Europeaninterven-
before the crash, huge public revenuestion at that time, there was no better

i to
ere

< <

were generated from inflated house pricesa|ternativé' available to the Government

Lessons of the Irish
Crash

continued

Debt Crisi$ by Donal Donovan and

through Stamp Duty, VAT on house sales (- 218). They also describe how Enda
and other taxes on property. Since theKenny's Governmentargued inthe critical
property market was an inflated bubble, negotiations with the ECB in 2012 and

these revenue streams were unsustainabl@013 that the guarantee decision helped

The ECB should have had a supervisoryto avoid a collapse of the Irish banking

mechanism for identifying such a threatto system that could have caused very
fiscal stability over and above the Stability damaging contagion effects throughout
and Growth Pact ,which relied solely on the eurozorie(p. 264).

the quantitative deficit to GDP ratio. It

Antoin Murphy (Oxford University Press, . Those negotiations culminated in an
2013). This was published following four Should be noted that if one member of a4 eementin February 2013 which allow-
official investigations in Ireland into the CUrTENCY union persistently runs a large o4 o nensive Promissory Notes that had
causes of the crash—Regling and Watsorf€fiCitinits public finances (large deficits oo, issyed by the Governmentin 2010 to
(2010), Honohan (2010), Wright (2011), &r€ Py their nature persistent), this consti-p o yeqictured as a series of long-term
and Nyberg (2011)—but it surpasses all !Ut€S & danger for the whole of the union. 5, e yment Bonds which meant a signi-
of them, not least by examining the role of ~ Secondly, the ECB's low interest rates ficant easing of pressure on the Irish public
politicians, economists and the media, byfuelled inflation in the Irish and Spanish purse. They also allowed the emergency
including the critical years 2009 and 2010 property markets, yet the ECB failed to liquidity assistance provided by the ECB
before the bailout, and by using plain advise either Government to modify the through the Irish Central Bank to Anglo
language. In the book Donovan and regulation of bank credit or, for example, Irish Bank, a significant sum, to be quietly
Murphy, both mainstream economists, to reduce tax breaks for mortgage holderswritten off. Yet the critical point regarding
resist the temptation to defend their own In other words there was a lack of aware-the Guarantee was that in 2008 it was
profession and provide a refreshingly ness within the monetary authority of the made necessary by the lack of any strategy



for defending the financial stability of the and domestic factofs Dealing with POLITICAL CAUSES
Eurozone by the ECB: national Govern- international factors, they state that the Unlike the populist bombast that
ments were left to their own devices. prevailing international belief that finan- crowded out public debate after 2008, the
cial markets could be left to self-regulate, criticism levelled at politicians by
Fifthly, we have the ECB’s position exercised asubtle but pervasive influence Donovan and Murphy is to the point. They
regarding the treatment of the banking onlIrish policy making(p. 276). However, state:
sector debt incurred by the Irish taxpayerthey also view the Irish fixation with "Mild criticism of government over-
as aresultofthe Guarantee. Inthe situatiorproperty, as captured in John B Keane's spending voiced by the main opposition
which developed in Ireland following play, The Field as a home-grown driver party, Fine Gael in 2002 (when it suffer-
2008, the banks and the State becamef the property bubble. Besides the inter- ed a crushing electoral defeat), had
enmeshed in a mutual dependence whichnational neo-liberal consensus, other disappeared fromthe party's rhetoric five
when it emerged in other European Statesinternational factors they identify are the ~ YEars later. The 2007 election campaign
- - . was essentially an auction of spending
became known as tH&overeign-Bank flaws in the Eurozone which | have des- promises” (p. 279).
doom loop"This is defined as the pheno- cribed above and the clean bill of health
menon whereby weak banks destabilisegiven to the Irish economy right up until  Political responsibility for the crash,
Governments that support them and over-2008 by prestigious international organisa-therefore, lay with both Governing and
indebted Governments can push bankgions like the IMF and the OECD. Opposition parties. An explanation of a
holding their bonds over the precipice. major mistake made by Fianna Fail, the
Regarding domestic factors Donovan party in office throughout the boom, is
The solution to thdoom looghat was  and Murphy describe a long list of culprits provided in an earlier chapter of the book,
implemented within the EU in October beginning with thepeople generalli(p. ‘The Banks and the Property Market
2012 was the creation of a fund called the277). They claim that a considerable Bubblé. The critical intervention occurred
EuropeanStability Mechanism(ESM).  majority of Irish people became beneficiar- in 2001 at a time when Irish economic
The fund was made up of 80 billion euro ies of the boom while it lasted. Those metrics were being affected by the events
contributed proportionately by 17 EU directlyinvolved in property, construction, of 9/11. Following a six year boom, Irish
Member States. That capital was used toor the financial sector, and the media property prices began to fall in 2000/
generate afurther 620 billion euro through whose advertising revenues soared, geR001. The bursting of the dot.com bubble
the capital markets and these funds werespecial mention. They describe how manyin the US compounded by 9/11 threatened
then made available to sovereign Govern-people purchased shares in financialto accelerate the downturn. As house prices
ments or banks needing to be bailed out.institutions while others bought property fell further in late 2001 pressure from the
Two temporary funds, th&uropean asaform ofinvestment. The paper wealthproperty lobby was brought to bear on
Financial Stability Facility and the generated by the boom eventually collap-Bertie Ahern's Government. Such lobby-
European Financial Stability Mechanism sed but ar'unknown but sizeable(p.  ing was popular in the sense that large
were created earlier with similar structures 278) number cashed in before that hap-swathes of the electorate stood to gain
to provide bailout loans to Greece, Ireland pened. The authors include in the list of from the maintenance of a rising property
and Portugal. The point here is that beforebeneficiaries public servants, who gainedmarket. The Budget for 2002 introduced
the crisis the Eurozone had no funding fromthe generous Benchmarkingincreas-in December 2001 allowed interest paid
mechanism for bailing out Governments. es and Social Welfare recipients whoseon mortgages for the@tirchase, improve
payments rose sharply in real terms bet-ment, or repair of rented residential
Elsewhere in the book Donovan and ween 1997 and 2008lbeitfromrelatively  propertie$ to be written off against all
Murphy indentify three features as neces-low levels"(p. 140). rental income for tax purposes (p. 64).
sary to a successful currency union; a . . The rate of Stamp Duty on the sale of
: There is truth in what Donovan and
common monetary policy, a system of . ) ._ houseswas alsolowered. These measures,
! X ) Murphy claim about the collective mania .
financial regulation, and a structure to

: . . in tandem with relaxed lending criteria
) . . associated with the boom extending to.

prevent the pursuit of unsustainable fiscal

policies by individual members (p. 81).

) . introduced by the banks, had the effect of
most sections of the population but they . . :
. . . increasing the number by to leinvest-
) o attach too much weighttoit. The difference . . i
Their conclusion is that the Eurozone was. . ors in the housing market and, in that way,
) in degree between the gains made by . :
weak in two out of the three. . . ) ; of reversing the trend of house prices.
information-rich actors like bank execut- .
| NTERNATIONAL AND ives and property developers as agains{:.romthat pointon the bubblethatwas.the
Dowestic ractors  the bulk of public and private sector rish property market expanded steadily.
The flawed defences of the Euro workers and social welfare recipients  The other key political mistake was the
constituted a contributory factor to the makes the blanket designatitiiepeople  decisionto increase public expenditure on
sovereign debt crisis that ravaged the Irishgenerally,a highly inaccurate category. the basis ofthe fruits of the bubbletax
and other European economiesinthe year®onovan and Murphy cover themselves revenue that was being garnered through
after 2008, but the role of the Euro in the against this criticism by acknowledging Stamp Duty, VAT on house sales, Capital
crisis needs to be seen in the wider contexthat the general population relied on thoseGains Tax on property and land, and direct
of global trends, ideological influences with access to expertise—specified astaxes on the property sector. During the
and domestic failings as Donovan and politicians, the media and economists— boom tax rates were lowered at all levels
Murphy demonstrate. to alert them tothe inherent dangers of and tax exemptions proliferated (p. 141).
TheFall of the Celtic Tigeis structured  the boorti (p. 278). Particular blame, Social Partnership agreemerssrit public
so that the conclusions from twelve therefore, needsto be apportioned to thessector salaries soaring to well beyond
chapters are summarised in a final chapterthree groups whom the authors describdevels of both the Irish private sector and
In that chapter the authors distinguish as 'acquiescers of the consensus that official counterparts abrodd(p. 141).
betweentherelative roles of international  sustained the bubble. The problem with public expenditure is
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that, once you increase it, it is difficult to governance side, the picture was similar;to be unleashed on the world, on the
reverse the process. When the crash eventhe invariable message from shareholderddeology of New Classical Economics/
ually came, the public finances were rapid- to the Boards of the Banks during thistime Efficient Markets Hypothesis (NCE/
ly pushed into a massive deficit. It is not was thatlending needed to be increased s&MH). Quoting Nyberg, he shows that
always acknowledged on the Irish Left thatincreased earnings per share could berior to 2008 this ideology had a wide
that in the years from 2009 to at least 2013achieved (p. 70). reach, including fhternational
the economy would have been severely institutions, foreign analysts, rating
disrupted by a major fiscal crisis even  Bankingis aprofession, untilrelatively agencies, lenders, authorities and
without the Bank Bailout. recently a profession noted for its conserv-commentators (Nyberg 2011: 95,
atism. Refraining from causing the sort of Donovan and Murphy, p. 43). However,
Donovan and Murphy limit their treat- mayhem that was witnessed when theagain echoing Nyberg, he argues that
ment of politicians to an analysis of the Irish bubble finally burst must surely count knowledge of history should have alerted
two election campaigns that occurred as a professional responsibility for those policy makers to the danger thabd
during the years of the bubble. This allows engaged in the sector. Independentregulamuch financial innovation, excessive
them to sidestep any need for commentarytion by State and supranational authoritiescredit expansion and a weak regulatory
on the key political driver of Government certainly needs to be provided, but suchenvironment could cause asset bubbles
policy through that period, especially institutions face an impossible task if the and financial crises (p. 43). In other
before 2004: the relationship between thebanks are to be giverarte blancheto  words the predominance of neo-liberal
liberal Progressive Democrats (PDs) andpursue profit regardless of the social ideology should be rejected as a defence
Minister for Finance Charlie McCreevy. consequences. of their actions by the individuals and
The PDs were the junior party in both the institutions that dismantled the traditional
2002 and 2007 Governments but because Donovan and Murphy complete their prudential safeguards in the international
of McCreevy’s close sympathy for their summary of the causes of the Crash withfinancial system.
neo-liberal vision, that party enjoyed a paragraphs on the economics profession
disproportionate influence in Cabinet.  and on two related professions on whom Murphy describes the basic tenet of
society relies for protection against sharpliberal economics as minimalinterference
THE STATE, THE BANKS  commercial practices: auditors and by Governmentinthe economy, and traces
_ ~ AND THE ECONOMISTS accountants. The economists are of mostts origins fromlaissez faire ideas in late
Having outlined the failures of the jhiarest in the present discussion. Theseventeenth France through the writings
PO“t'%'a”S arr;d ﬂ:je gedléllgdescrlk;epd %";‘_r“erauthors state: of Adam Smith in the following century
I(g;rfioirielgoﬁt?cizns“,eEccl)rs:rfi;saL:1dIt%e “Explanations for the failure [of ON 10 the work of French economist Leon
Media). Donovan and Murphy rightly economists] include a general shift in Wal_r.as. whose writings on market
) i interest away from macroeconomics, equilibrium were published in the 1870s.
state in the concludlng chapter that b(_)th itself a reflection of the rise of New Describing John Maynard Keynes as a
these groups took their cue from a third  Classical Economicsideology, reinforced thinker influential among economists who
group: the economic experts. Pulling on by a disinterest in Irish macro/monetary o1 sceptical of the ability of markets to
this thread they focus in on the Central I(SS;J%S;(T;OWWQ the adoption ofthe Euro™ - continuously, Murphy affirms that
Bank, the Financial Regulator and the (Pagd ' Keynes'General Theory of Employment,

Department of Finance, concluding: ) . ;
P 9 This statement is a summary of an nterestand Moneyrovided the template

"Given their specific responsibilities, egarlier chapterwhich contains adescriptionfor macroeconomic policy up to the 1970s.
alarge part of the overall failure rests on Jeu o |rish economics profession, naming When Keynesian policies were blamed
the;?gulders of these three institutions names and highlighting weaknesses. Butfor causing |nflat!on in th.e seventies, the
(p. )- intellectual reaction against Keynes was

a more interesting discussion is to be §
Allowing that it is partially true, the foundinthe second chaptédgologyand '€d by @ Chicago based Professor of
' Economics, Milton Friedman, who argued

problem with this line of argument, which Financial Innovatioh reflecting Antoin o )

was quickly adopted by neo-liberal Murphy's expertise in the history of tbha.tr;or?etaryanddflf]c?jl:_nt;arvennolncquld
ideologues after the crash, is that it lets theeconomic thought. elln ationary and had fittle or no lasting
banks off the hook and puts the blame on THE IDEOLOGY OF real positive impact (p. 39).
the State. Sure enough Donovan and ECONOMIC LIBERALISM Murphy clearly implies that the triumph
Murphy take the view that bankers can  Murphy begins the Conclusions section ot Eriedmanism in the Economics
hardly be blamed, when opportunities of that chapter by arguing through a Departments of the major North American
arose, for ramping up lending and quotation from Keynes that the power of yiversities from the 1970s onwards laid
"enjoying higher salaries and bonuses, jdeas is comparable to the power of vested o foundations for the financial
profits and share prices” (p. 279). interests. He introduces the point by catastrophe thatunfolded nearly forty years
However, earlier in the book, the athorssaying; later. As Friedman's ideas gained in
show that a change of culture was intro- it mignt be thought that a discussion sypport, his followers developed liberal
duced into the Irish banking system from  of the origins and implications of the economics in ever more extreme forms
2003 onwards which turbo-charged the resurgence of the new liberal market Robert Lucas and Thomas Sargent (bot'h

Property Developer bubble. More conserv-  ideology is somewhat superfluous in a bel | inspired th ion of
ative older managers were encouraged to  book analysing the Irish financial crisis' NObel laureates) inspired the creation o

retire and a new managerial cadre, incent- (p. 42). New Classical Economics (NCE) which

. i . postulated that macroeconomic policy was
Ivised by sale§ based bonuses, took the|r_ He goes on to place the blame for the; e fivie even in the short term, the so-
place. Expanding bank loan books becaménadequate financial regulation that allow-

- X o ) ~*"" calledmacroeconomic policy impotence
the overriding preoccupation. On the edfinancial weapons of mass destruction rule (p. 38). Another extremist view



emanating from NCE contended that, since THE CRASH WAS OF enhance its c_redibility as a _‘cor_nmitted
the money supply responds endogenously | RELAND'S OWN MAKING European'. This means participating more

to economic needs, finance does notneed One of the solutions put forward by gﬁtl\t/)?!)ya(ljnerthéu(:ggggﬁ vagg ?g;f':'gﬂz
to be supervised. This theory had theEmma Clancy in th&he Future of the going beyond the perspective of Ireland’s

practical side effect that Economics Eurozoneentails an expansion of the  immediate interests” (p. 271).
Departments were kept separate frommandate of the ECB, to include Growth

Finance Departments in the Universities. and Employmentin addition to the control  Although this is an opinion rather than
Students of finance learned sophisticatedof Inflation. Antoin Murphy’s account of a deduction from evidence, it shows that
mathematical algorithms to minimise risk the development of NCM/EMH economic in providing a comprehensive study of the
and maximise the returns on investmentsideology underlines the need for reform Celtic Tiger's fall (a study recognised in a
without being educated about the effectson that point_ C|ancy’s criticism of the shortreviewinthe US magazir’t'e)reign
that financial activity has on the real Eurozone’s ideological basis, a criticism Affairs, as the definitive study), the authors
economy. According to Murphy many of thathas been standard across the Europeatave not become disenchanted with
these studentsehded up making a great | eft since 2008, is unanswerable—the Europe.
deal of money working for financial next wave of EU reform will need to

o - 3 CoNCLUSIONS
institutions’ (p. 39). decontaminate the ECB from the ideology |t makes sense that Irish contributions
An i ant intellectual inf that informed its creation. to the debate on the EU’s future should
h 1mportant intefiectual nfluence arise from detailed knowledge of the Irish
paraliel to NCE is thé&fficient Markets Donovan and Murphy have made a experience of EU membership. The matter

Hypothesi¢EMH) in financial economics.  good fist of honestly investigating all of the 2008 crash is of particular import-
This was developed by another Professoraspects of the Irish Crash, and the fundaynce in that context. One account which
atthe University of Chicago who received mental lesson that, at the end of the book eyamines the crash in detaiise Fall of
the Nobel Prize for economics as recentlythey contend that needs to be learned—ne Celtic Tigebut there are other accounts
as 2013: Eugene Fama. Murphy states: |rish policy-making needs to become MOre including five official inquiries.
"Advocates of EMH conclude that tolerantofdissidentand contrarian opinion ) .
markets are self-regulating and some of —is apposite. But on such a subject there Architectural flaws in the Eurozone
its more partisan followers argue that are limits to the reach of mainstream contributed to the sequence of develop-
financial regulationis actually redundant” 5cademics; the investigation into putting Ments that led to the crash in Ireland. The
(p- 40). right the institutions and ideas that caused@Psence of a fit-for-purpose mechanism

- the Crash can'tbe confined to the disciplinefor identifying unsustainable fiscal bal-
The combination of NCE and EMH led of economics or to the academic world. @hces was one such flaw. A second was

to a key shift in macroeconomic policy 1,16 one example ofan areawliére  the lack of awareness that countervailing
formation, the main tenets of which he py, ¢ yhe Celtic Tigers inadequate, the Measures were needed in parts of the
summarises in six points as follows: 5 ;s criticise various State institutions Eurozone adversely by the Euro interest
"1. Less focus on unemployment and for failing to properly regulate the banks, rate-Athirdwasthelack ofa pan-European
grQ(\;\{[thtﬁbjeCtIVQtS ‘f""th. gf:e?ter a&tentpon yet they are oblivious to the way that the System for assisting Member States facing
palaio he PUISULOTan INIAON OBISCAVE. "siate machine has been made subservierfthancial collapse. Other flaws reflected

2. A shift from demand management ) . : ; ;
policies to supply side [supply e means 10 the private sector during recent decadesWeak financial regulation structures at the
the private sector, DA] policies. supranational level.

3. Enhanced de-regulation of markets ~ The public sector now needs to be The direct causes of the Irish crash—
so as to free up the supply side of therebuilt as the prevailing authority in Irish jrresponsible banking practices, inade-
economy. democracy (notas difficultatask asitmay quate financial regulation at national level,

4. The creation of independent central i ; [ -
m); itn t [tivate an ethos that i
banks run by technocrats rather than seem); itneeds to cultivate an ethos that iyjitical policies that helped to buoy up

politicians impervious to the values and blandish- the property boom and implement public
5. The establishment of fiscal rules MeNts of the business world without being spending levels that were unsustainable—

involving ceilings on budget deficits and anti-business. On such political questions,yere mainly home grown. But underlying

public sector debt. Donovan and Murphy have nothing to tell the gomestic and Eurozone causes is a
6. Anemphasis onlighttouch financial us. rarely acknowledged factor: the power of

reguiation’ (p. 40). On the critical point of the extent of ideas and ideology.

For anyone familiar with EU matters blame for the crash that should attach to The Irish crash was part of the inter-
over the last twenty years the listing of Irish membership of the Eurozone, the national phenomenon called tl@égreat
these guiding principles willbringto mind  authors are unequivocal: the bust of 2008,Recessiorwhich was a direct result of
one particular EU institution: the European like the fiscal crisis of the eighties, was policies based on economic liberalism.
Central Bank. Murphy makes the con- largely of Ireland’séwn making(p. 287).  The same ideology that drove America’s
nection succinctly: Elsewhere they pointoutthdfiany other  banking collapse also informed the

"The thinking underlying the NCM/ countries in Europe, with access to the creation of the ECB and policy making in

EMH hybrid, along with the deeply same pool of international liquidity, did Ireland. Pulling these factors together to

embedded German aversion to inflation, not experience property bubblgp. 276).  form a coherent understanding of the

strongly influenced the basic architecture yyisin g hefore the Brexit vote, Donovan environment currently facing nation states
of the European Monetary Union as ..y \yyohy are firmly in favour of Irish  is avaluable exercise in advance of the EU

embodied in the Treaty of Maastricht of : .
1992. Consistent with NCM theorizing, Membership of both the EU and EZ. They debate that has been promised by the

the ECB was given the strongest degreestate: leading economic liberal in contemporary
of independence of any major central "Once the immediate crisis fades, as it Europe: Emmanuel Macron.
bank" (p. 41). surely will, it is important for Ireland to Dave Alvey
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from its Northern correspondent, Tommie
Gorman, to the effect that it now transpired
that Kelly did not, in fact, carry bolt cutters in

his car, as Kelly himself would further clarify

in a statement next day

How RTE News Ended Up Clamping
Its Markievicz Graveside Ambush

It was a pleasant, if rare, experience to
find an event which | attended on February

4th last, accurately reported, for once, inthe

Irish Timesof February 5th. Under the
heading of"Markievicz remembered on
150th anniversary of her birth: Graveside
commemoration for feminist and Rising
leader who was first Irish woman MP"

help them get better wages, but it would
also help them get the vqtéils Bacik
said... Patricia King, general secretary of
ICTU, said Markievicz was 'an outstanding
figure in an outstanding generatiomA
wreath was laid at the graveside by Lucy
Keaveney, a founder of the Countess
Markievicz School, a forum on women in
Ireland...”

Elaine Edwards reported:

"The Irish revolutionary Constance Tha_t ceremony had been athorqughly non-
Markievicz was remembered on the 150thSectarian affair—with the contributions of the

anniversary of her birth on Sunday for her!rish Congress of Trade Unions, Labour Party

contributions to feminism, nationalism, the @nd Sinn Fein speakers solidly complementing

At a commemoration ceremony by principles to which Markievicz had adhered,
Markievicz's graveside at Glasnevin and Edwards rightly accorded precedence to
cemetery in Dublin, three female speakerghe significance of McDonald's Address. In

parliament elected in Ireland and a leadewas thoroughly shameless and outrageous
of the 1916 Rising. President-elect of Sinnits pursuit of a politically sectarian agenda. It
Féin Mary Lou McDonald said Markievicz report on the Markieviczcommemoration did
had thrown off the old idea that a womannot appear until the 11th minute of both its 6

could only serve her nation through herpm and 9 pm broadcasts on February 4th, bif

paid tribute to the first woman member of stark contrast, the behaviour of RTE Newfwf

"l came out of the gym just after 8 am (on
the Saturday) to head to Stormont for talks.
| saw that my car had been clamped. |
phoned the number on the notice and the
only response | got was music. | then went
in to the Mac (gym) and asked had they
another number for the company. | immed-
iately rang that number and this number was
out of use. | was under pressure to get to the
talks meetings. | remembered that the gym
had a set of bolt cutters and | borrowed
them. Let me add that staff at the gym were
not aware what | was using the bolt cutters
for. Ithen removed the clamp. | made an on-
the-spot decision which | now regret. | have
contacted the company and paid the fine.
The issue has now been resolved.”

But, by the time of Tommie Gorman's

fective disclaimer on that Sunday's 9 pm
ulletin, it was clear that RTE News now
ad a problem. A decision was taken to
remove its sneeringly partisévc Donald

t a loss for words'post from both its
ebsite and Facebook page, and that

work in the home and had challengedyjithout a single word of what the Sinn Feind'2vesideinterview can no longer be
generations of women to dedicatepresident-elect had to say about Markievicz26Cessed.

themselves to the cause of freedom and
equality. Not only had she been prepared to
step forward herself, blghe had a real

A BALLOT BOX IN ONE HAND,
AND BOLT CUTTERS IN THE OTHER?

sense of the duty and responsibility that

Even though, as already noted, the RTE

News report on February 4th had not carried
a single word of what McDonald had said

RTE News had wished to play a differentabout Markievicz, when this report finally
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women had, and have, to achieve theilgame with McDonald on February 4th. Byappeared on its website at 10.27 pm that
aims and to achieve their destinfls  that Sunday morning, a video had alreadpight—seewww.rte.ie/news/dublin/2018/
McDonald said Constance hdzblieved peen posted of the Sinn Fein MLA Gerry0204/938306-constance-markievicz-
herself an honourab_le woman, who_ wouIdKe”y removing a clamp from his car. Onceremony/for that post—it was now
sooner die than give a declaration of \jongay morning, February 5th, itwas stategiccompanied by a script which did indeed
allegiance to King George or the British o, pTE Radio One that McDonald had beeaccord prominence to the message in

Empire: Republicans, then as now, had nor"door stepped’dn the issue. But she hadMcDonald's address:

refused the oath for '‘parochial reasons’, sh
added'On the contrary, it was rejected for
what it stood for—empire, dominance,
brutality and inequalityMarkievicz's vista

fiot. She had, instead, begnave stepped"
in Glasnevin Cemetery about Kelly. It was
put to McDonald, as a fact, that Kelly had
' . been carrying around bolt cutters in his car,
‘;V;gf far beyond Ireland’Ms McDonald and RTE News interrogated her as to why
'She was intuitively internationalist, and this would be so. She repliett have
the inequalities and marginalisation of absolutely no idea, | have absolutely no
communities under British rule was, as weClue why Gerry has a bolt cutter in his car.”
know, not unique in its expression in  This was carried in the 4th minute of the
Ireland. Constance knew that and she railedé pm bulletin, and was posted up on both the
against it.'She was a nationalist, but she RTE News website and its Facebook page.
was above all a woman committed to theSo eager was RTE News to blow its own
equality of people, to the equality of trumpet regarding that graveside ambush,
humanity, the Sinn Féin leader-electthat an editorial decision was taken to give
added." the latter post the headitBTE News has
added avideo: Mary Lou McDonald clamp

“Labour Party senator lvana Bacik said; qent sinn Fein's Mary Lou McDonald
the campaign for labour rights and suffrage

had beerinextricably linked' Constance ataloss for\{vorlds er]en qu|zz.ed over.Gerry
and her sister Eva Gore-Booth in 1896 had<e||y clamp incident Me'anwh]le, nothl_ng
set up a Sligo branch of the Irish Women's/aS to be seen, on either Its Websne_ or
Suffrage and Local Government Associa-I 2C€000k page, of its 11th minute Markie-
tion, earning them ridicule from a local ViCZ report, even though that report had not
farmer as seeking to set up a 'petticoaf@rried even a single word of McDonald's
government'.'She was an ardent cam Address at the ceremony.

paigner for suffrage and, indeed, at the But the plot began to unravel for RTE

"Sinn Féin president-elect Mary Lou
McDonald said that Ms Markievicis one
of the very few women who looms large in
thetelling of the Irish revolutionary period.
She's left a huge legacy, and she's left a
huge challenge for us as well, because
there's a lot to measure up to. We haven't
completed Markievicz's journey until we
have proper representation of women in
politics and public life'Born on this day in
1868 in London, Ms Markievicz fought in
the Easter Rising, and was sentenced to
death by the British, later commuted to life
in prison due to her gender. She was released
fromprisonin 1917, and ayear later became
the first woman to be elected to the British
parliament in London, representing the
constituency of Dublin St Patrick’s.
However, in line with Sinn Féin's
abstentionist policy, she did not take her
seat in the House of Commons, and
instead sat in the first Dail. (My
emphasis—MO'R). Ms Markievicz was
later made Minister for Labour, becoming
Ireland's first female government minister.”

foundation of the Irish Women Workers' News. Its ambush of McDonald was once A case of RTE News hastily 'making
Union, she spoke to the women presen&gain carried in the 4th minute of the 9 pmamends', in order to cover its ass?

saying that joining a union would not only bulletin with, however, an add-on comment

Manus O'Riordan



of the Easter Rising. On seeing the docu-

Review of 'The Atlas of the Irish Revolution' ments and the maps, F.X. Martin stated that

(Partll)  they were"tremendously importantand
.. that,"from the historian's point of view, they

Was The Easter R|S|ng Intended are nothing short of sensational" He
To Merely Be A BlOOd Sacrifice’? concluded that'now, at last, we have

evidence of the existence of a plan for an all-
Further considerations aboutthenkr  ed his fine study oBritish Intelligence in  Ireland rising that was not hare brained"
ing of British Intelligence at the time of the Ireland 1915-1921by stating that"given  and he added th&twill have to eat some of
Rising tell us much about the character of Hall's outlook and general behaviour, it is my words in relation to Joseph Plunkett"
the Rising: it confirms that the IRB was quite possible that he intended the rebellion Such a reappraisal was also accepted by
planning for military success and was not totake place, knowing thatitwould be crushed Professor Donal McCartney of UCD who
merely engaged in a work of drama. The and that the government would be obliged toacknowledged that the documerifit a
detailed exposure of the role of Admiral follow a policy of repression in its wakelt'  totally different complexion on the aims of
Hall and his staff at Room 40 of the Admiralty is in this context that questions arise over thethe 1916 leaders" Although, as Diarmuid
¢morality of Hall's conduct: if the rebels are to Lynch had narrated many years ago, these
e blamed for the loss of civilian lives, is it plans were modified by Pearse in January
not reasonable to attach the same blame td916 and Fenit, County Kerry, was selected
Hall and his political superiors or, at least, to as the location for the landing of German
regard their actions as a moral issue? arms, the significance of the plans remains
the same: there was no desire to engage
Other information about plans by the simply in a blood sacrifice.

also raises question about the morality o
their own actions. Jéréme aan de Wiell in
his article'lreland’'s War and the Easter
Rising in European Contex¢xpands on the
work of British Intelligence in detail. In
particular he provides information as to how

Admiral Hall and Room 40 atthe Admiralty | pg 45 conduct a rebellion also proves that

Office had broken the German telegraph e actions of Pearse were not merely partof - This message had also been spelt out in
code from the start of the War and was aware, gramatic blood sacrifice. Thisinformation Seamus O Buachalla's edited version of
of contacts between the IRB in Ireland with s extremely relevant to the portrayal of the Pearse's letters, which was published in 1980.
John Devoy, the head of Clan na Gael inRjsing by McGarry and Wills. While From the Howth gun-running, 26th July
America, and with various German authori working in the German archives, Colonel 1914, Pearse wrote many letters to Joe
ties. They were even aware of an IRB mes-J.P. Duggan discovered the plans made inMcGarrity in Philadelphia giving a shrewd
sage to Devoy, on 5th February 1916 statingthe Summer of 1915 by Joseph Plunkett andanalysis of the political situation and precise
that a Rising was planned for 23rd April. ~ Roger Casement, during their time in Ger- details in regard to military planning. One
many, for an armed uprising, which were letter, written on 12th August 1914, sheds a
Recent work by Geoffrey Sloan has made with the co-operation of German revealing light on Pearse's approach to war
increased our knowledge of these events. Henmilitary officials. (Sunday Pres81 March ~ which should serve to dispel some of the
noted that a Memorandum in Prime Minister 1991). These plans provided for alanding of malicious myths about him. He wrote
Asquith's papers reveals that he was madearms and men at Limerick, with the further "moreoverthe ammunition landed is useless.
aware of this IRB message on 23rd March byaim of providing a line of resistance along It consists of explosive bullets, which are
a directive from the Director of Military the River Shannon up to Galway and againstthe rules of civilised war and which,
Intelligence. The same directive spoke of the Athlone; plus other links with Cork in the therefore, we are not serving out to the
landing of German arms in Ireland and notedsouth and with Limerick Junction and men" On reading the letters, Professor Joe
that Admiral Bayly at Queenstown, Cork, Tipperary to the east. There was alsoLee concluded that Peardgad spent two
had been made aware of these plans. Sloaprovision for German assistance in regard toyears trying to ensure that the Rising would
also reveals that, on 17th April, General military action in Dublin. not be a blood sacrifice, however willing he
Stafford, also based in Queenstown, made Itshould be recognised that, since Septemwas to play the blood sacrifice role once
the authorities in Dublin, both civilian and ber 1914, German prisoners of war had beerevents took their course”
military, aware that arms were to be landed inevacuated from France and detained in
Kerry and then moved to Limerick. In Templemore Barracks, which was near
response to thisinformation General Stafford Limerick Junction. By December 1914 there
visited Limerick and made an appraisal of the were about 2,000 German prisoners in the
situation there. Atthe same time he advisedbarracks. Pierce McCann, Commandant of
the Dublin Metropolitan Police to keep a the mid-Tipperary Volunteers, made plans
watch 'on the turbulent spirits in Dublin.'  to frg_e theseprisoner§ andtousetheminany suppressed hysteria of Pearse's published
uprising against English rule. These plans writings from 1914 onwards. In doing so
While one may criticise the lack of res- became known to the RIC Special Branch  perhaps they will come at last to a balanced
ponse by the Dublin authorities, the reaction and it was probably as a result of thisthat all  view about a man whose letters no less than
of Admiral Hall was more calculating and, of the German prisoners were removed to his actions stamp him out as one of the most
indeed, raises the question of the morality of Leigh in Lancashire, England, in early  remarkable creators of the Irish revolution”
his actions. When Casement was a prisonefFebruary 1915.
in L_ondon, he gsked Admiral Hall, on 23rd However, as Roger Casement had visited Unfortl_mately the article_s by Wills and
Aprll,. for permission to make contact with |5, prisoners of war in a camp at Limburg, l\/_IcGa_rry in theﬁ_\tlashave failed to recog
Dublin and to persuade them to call off the Germany, in early December 1914, it is pos- Nise either the importance of these letters
Rising planned forthe nextday. Hall refused i that his plans for them to participate in by Pearse or the significance of the armed
therequest. Casementinterpreted this actiony, attack on British rule in Ireland may have plans for a Rising made in 1915. Recegni
to mean that for Hallit is better that a  po-5me known to Admiral Hall and his team. tion of these realities makes it impossible

Professor F.X. Lyons, who wrote the
Foreword to the book, came to the same
conclusion, writing that—

"future biographers will have to weigh

this pragmatic correspondence against the
flamboyance, sometimes the barely

cankering sore like this should be cut out" to describe the Rising in terms tflood
This opinion of Casement has been The plans revealed by Colonel Duggan sacrifice" and"staged theatre"
endorsed by Eunan O'Halpin, who conelud certainly changed previous interpretations Brian Murphy OSB
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happen. Germany was far too socialist in
composition for there to be a socialist
revolution against the status quévhat
was needed was defensive political action
in support of thetatus quo.The revolu-
tionary arena was very narrowly political.

If Trotsky was to succeed Lenin, he James Connollytookasomewhatsimi—What was_needeq was the forma_uon ofa
conservative national front against the

would have had to take Lenin's party in lar view as Kautsky of the social character .

hand, operate through its structures, andof Germany. But he was more definite pre_datory action of the Entente l_30_wer
direct its action in the social and political than Kautsky, possibly because he WasWhICh was ”a’.‘?’form'”g the Armistice
condition of things brought about by looking at the condition of the working mto_an Unconditional Surrender. .
Lenin's Revolution and the isolation of class in Germany from the vantage point kl)_uﬁ_bknecht atn(?j Eotsz Lulxemburtgs
that Revolution from Europe brought about of the social conditions in Britain. When rﬁ € I?tn prﬁven ed tha e(\j/ehopmfen on
by Pilsudski. He would have had to Britain declared war on Germany, hesup—f{ e Leftatthe very stgrt, aln there ore, as
become a Party man handling the bureauported Germany on both anti-Imperialist gr\gfshtaaggﬁf??% R?V:t ?nptrszgulrts\:avg?
cratic apparatus by which it was moved. and Socialist grounds. He published the n%xt fourtee):] earsg

The proletarian mass could not be broughtarticles on working class arrangements in y '

to exercise its dictatorship in the conduct Germany inThe Workers' Republiin An easy birth of Socialism out of
of the State by orations. 1915-16. (I collected some of them in a Capitalism might have happened in Ger-

The mass cannot move in political pamphlet:Connolly And German Social many, where the Social Democracy
administration as a mass. Furthermore thdsm) And he supported the German War constituted animmense region of German
proletarian mass of the kind supposed bySocialists—which Kautsky did not. society that had been living a life of its
pre-Leninist Marxism—the proletarian  In August 1914 Connolly publishedan = ¢5r 2 generation. It might be said that
mass of advanced capitalism—did not existarticle in praise of Karl Liebknecht when an accident prevented it. But history is
in Russia. The class conscious proletariatit was rumoured that Liebknecht had beenfu” of accidents.
that was to exercise a purposeful govern executed for opposition to the German
ment by its dictatorship, one that would war effort, but then he never mentioned  john Lloyd held a kind of Menshevik
oversee the fading away of the state, didhim again. When the working class did yiew for a while, because it was in the
not exist. It would have to be created. notactinternationally to make warimpos- atmosphere. But Menshevism had in fact
And, since nobody proposed that the sible, but supported their own states in theproken more radically with the Populist
Revolution should be aborted and the ereat War, Connolly accepted that as being thesource of things than Bolshevism had. It
ion of an industrial proletariat should be reality of things, aligned himself withinit, jived in a systematically idealised enclave
handed over to Capitalism, the only way and held that the cause of Socialism wouldof Marxism, comprehensively disengaged
of getting it was for the State to create it. be best served by German victory. from Russian social reality.

This is what Lenin proposed to do. He never mentioned Liebknechtagain. one of the more 'moderate’ and less
When thought about from a German And he took no heed of the British \arxist Menshevik leaders, Tseretilli, for
vantage point, it was a shocking thing to propaganda which described the Germanyhom Dzerzinsky issued an arrestwarrant
propose. Kautsky, the perfect model of aState as a reactionary Autocracy. Lieb- 5 few weeks after the October Revolution,
Marxist, was duly shocked. And Trotsky, knecht, however, adopted the British view yyote in exile in the 1930s:
forallthat he had defended State Terrorismof the German State, and sought to expose

100th Anniversary
Part 4

The Russian Revolution

"We can see the germs of the new

against Kautsky, shared too many of in the German Parliament the assistance
Kautsky's assumptions to be comfortablebeing given by the Government to the
with it. But the transition from Lenin to Irish Republicans.
Stalin enabled him to misapply to Stalin ~ Then, in November 1918, when the
the shocking thing that the Revolution German State fragmented under pressure
was committed to. of four and a quarter years of defensive
warfare, the Kaiser, who had been declared
Lenin had an acute insight into the nature outlaw by theEntente abdicated and left
of the proletariat. Long before 1917 he saidthe country and a Social Democratic
that Socialism was dalienintrusioninto ~ Government was formed and the state
the life of the working class. If that was so, was declared to be a Republic, Liebknecht
then Socialism would not come about launched his campaign to overthrow the
through the socialist party taking instruction State and carry out a Socialist Revolution.
from the working class and acting for it on
the instructions it was given. Under the circumstances, such a
campaign could do more than generate
Karl Kautsky, who probed the way disorder. When the Bolsheviks had taken

society forming in the heart of capitalist
society. The growing workers' organisa-
tions are no longer content merely to
struggle againstthe misdeeds of the resent
regime, they are changing the very
foundations of this regime, socialzing to
an ever greater degree production and
commerce, creating the new culture, a
new social mentality which Marx's
profound observation that the revolution
is nothing more than the birth of a new
society which has grown to maturity in
the heart of the old is as vested in the case
of the proletarian revolution as in any
other..." (Quoted from Tseretelli:A
Democrat In The Russian Revolution
W.H. Roobol, 1976).

If that was how things were, the

forward for the German Social Demo- powerin Russiaayear earlier, itwasintheRevolution would have happened in
cracy, envisaged Socialism being born circumstances of a social revolution that Germany.

fairly effortlessly out of Capitalism as it was already in progress: the peasants
existed in the Bismarckian German State.were seizing the land from the landlords.

But Lenin took it, from very early on,

He published a book before the War aboutBut there was no spontaneous social revothat the Socialist Party would, in the
how things might go on the day after the lution in progress in Germany. There was complexity of the actual world, have to act
revolution. no obvious revolution that could just as a directing force on the working class,



rather than its representative. That was Russia was where the Revolution Capitalism of Europe, which it was intent
the ground of Trotsky's strong condemna-actually was, and either Russia could beon overthrowing, but the class-conscious
tion of him before 1917. And, after 1917, organised to undertake industrialisation proletariat in Russia was to spring fully-
it was no great leap for Lenin to undertake without a capitalist class, and with a formed into being from its hands. It was
that his Party should become the creatorworking class that was being created innot a class that had formed itself through
of the working class whose interests it the course of industrialisation and was experience as the exploited class of
would represent, and would itself deter- willingly acting in place of a capitalist Capitalism, but was formed from the start
mine what those interests were and com-class, or it was all empty idealism. as a class that had overthrown Capitalism.
municate them to the emerging class. And yet its business was to do, in large
Why not reverse the historical order of part, what had been done elsewhere by
Trotsky appeared to be entirely unawareeconomic base and political/cultural Capitalism. And the firstitem of business
in 1923-4 that he had been acting on thosesuperstructure?, Lenin asked. And I don'twas "the primitive accumulation of
shocking assumptions for six years. Itknow that anyone in the Bolshevik capital” to enable a rapid take-off into
only struck him when Lenin died and he leadership told him that that was out of industrialisation.
was faced with the prospect of taking over order.
the leadership of the Party himself, or The industrialisation of Russia was
doing so jointly with Stalin. Butin Stalin The industrial proletariat was a product undertaken while Europe was suffering
the essentials of Leninism stood out too of capitalist development—of capitalist the economic, political and spiritual
starkly to be tolerable. class exploitation. Through capitalist disruption of the Great War and was
Stalin had not been a revolutionary in exploitation and regimentation a proleta- turning to Fascism in order to restore
1917. Much was made of that factin 1924, riat was created which became conscioustself, and while Britain was warding off
and also in our little group in the early ofitselfasaclass. Itwas a necessary clasEascism only by suspending the operation
sixties. | saw it as being entirely to Stalin's in capitalist society. Asthe capitalistform of party-politics by class-collaboration in
credit that, when he was the seniorof economy became universal, the pro-adifferentform. Russiatherefore loomed
Bolshevik in Petrograd in March 1917, he letariat became the major social class.large inthe consciousness of Europe. And
had directed the Party into a parliamentaryArtisans were proletarianised. Skilled it was either looked to admiringly as
oppositionrole. It meantthat he had giventrades ceased to have independent standshowing what Socialism could do, or was
the matter some realistic thought and wasing. Allwas proletarianised. Increasingly denounced for degrading the idea of
not moved by a mere revolutionist reflex. the proletariatincluded all that was neces-Socialism by setting it to do what should
And it meant that, when Lenin returned sary for modern social existence and, at ehave been left to Capitalism to do.
and persuaded him to support his certainpoint, itwould shrug off the capital-
revolutionary scheme, he had a seriousist class as a redundant parasitic form. Culture was given priority in Russia. A
sense of what it involved. good thing! But it was not the culture of
I don't know that Marx himself ever tried Bohemian drop-outs. It was not Hamp-
Stalin was the working class in the to envisage just how the proletariat would stead culture. It was not the delightful
Bolshevik leadership of aristocratic and become"the gravedigger of capitalism”. culture of the residue of the ruling class.
bourgeois intellectuals. He was part of the There was a New Left variety of Marxism ("History shows that the final ambition of
class that it was the purpose of theknocking around in the 1960s which the leisure clas is to be charming.}) t
Revolution to make into the ruling class, preached a mystified dialectic that held that was neither sceptical nor sexually libertine.
and he applied himself in a practical way the proletariat, because itwas nothing, would Russia had no use for Virginia Woolf
to enabling that to be done. at some moment be transformed into or James Joyce. What it had a use for was
He had little experience of Europe in everything, and that the nothingness shouldMary Barton. Nevertheless it should have
terms of time spent there. Others hadtherefore be preserved to keep it ready forhad Virginia Woolf and James Joyce,
extensive experience. But his experiencethe moment of its transfiguration. That because thatw&sulture.(Did wehave
was differentin kind. What one experien- struck me as gibberish. James Joycelyssesdid not come to
ces depends on where one is placed. He Icould only see Capital being shrugged hand in Slieve Luacra in the mid=fifties,
was not placed in the intellectual/artistic off through diversification of the prole- though | was able to find it in a dirty
stratosphere, looking down on the socialtariat such that, while still livingon wages, bookshop in London in the late fifties.
bulk that would make the European revo- it came to include all the skills that were And, when it was later thrust upon us, we
lution if there was to be a European necessary to the functioning of society. found that we did not want it!)
revolution. And his expectation of a And that was closest to being the case in
European revolution was considerably lessGermany then (because tHsuper Soviet authors weréhe engineers of
than that of his intellectual colleagues in structure”set by Bismarck prevented the human souls"according to Stalin. Book
the Bolshevik leadership. He was assesdegradation of the proletariat, such asculture produces cultured people. (Didn't
sing possibilities within his own medium happened in Britain), and was farthest Milton say much the same thing.) But the
of existence while they were hopefully from being the case in Russia, whoseculture required for the realisation of
looking down on a mass that existed foreconomic form was substantially pre- Lenin's project in Russia was not the
them chiefly as an ideal, and yearning for capitalist. culture required by the wealthy middle

a miraculous escape from the Russian The devel ¢ hich Russi class of late Capitalism that had taken
isolation into which they had been led— € development on WRICh RUSSIaWasS yqyer jn Britain in the Great War in a

or had led themselves. setby Leninwas industrialisation by means \sjjienarian spirit, traumatised itself, and
of a class-conscious proletariat that was,,54e a mess of Europe in the Versailles
(Stalin, as far as | recall, had beenbeing created by the force and culture of g ttjement.

particularly doubtful about the invasion the revolutionary State. That State was, in
of Poland.) a sense, the product of the advanced Hampstead had no use felow The
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Steel Was Tempereglxcept as a subject
for ridicule. (What did Hampstead know

delightful aristocratic/bourgeois idyAl
Passion Spent.(l don't recall if it was
ridiculed by Zhdanov.)

Soviet industrialisation was not the
work of Zombies, or terrorised individuals
working at the point of a gun. It couldn't

of German power.

European civilisation with its own image.

While the survival of Imperial Britainl Desmond says thaffhe new system of
about steel?) On the other hand, thedepended on Russia, Britain abased it4elfvalues-and-rules-to-live-by was exported
purposeful ruling proletariat that was being before the Soviet culture which itdespisgd.to America's European satellitesand

shaped in Russia had no use for thatState direction combined with a he

instinct of survival made Britain a carrig

d that "Official America, borrowing in
r appropriately a term from the old

of Soviet culture for a few years (Butafter civilisation, called this new values and

survival Britain found it was no longe
viable as an independent Power. It fou
itself dependent both culturally an
economically on the United State

I rules systenfiiberalism'...". These new
ndUS values may have been culturally alien
d to mainland Europe but they were not so
5. to Britain, which immediately established

have been. It was the work of culturally Anyone who knows what the English aSpecial relationshiphith the US and its
engineered human souls acting within amind, or soul, was in 1950 must know that values—and it does not appear to have
cultural milieu that was appropriate to the it is something very different now, anf regarded thesexXport$ as inappropriate
task. The effectiveness of that Sovietthat the difference did not grow out @f or a new civilisation at all, but merely as
culture as compared with the British itself but was engineered by the superforan extension of what it really was itself.
culture of the inter-War generation was American culture, the culture of Hollyt England had not been European since the
put to the test when Britain declared war wood. It is only for Anglophile circles i Reformation and it was after all the home
on Germany for a second time, lost it for Ireland that England retains the Romanof Liberalism as well as of Darwinism—
lack of a will to fight, succeeded in direct- constancy boasted of by Gladstone andwhich complemented each other.

ing Germany eastwards, and was saved agetains the status &én ever fixéd star". The Cold War, it must be said to its
a World Power by the Soviet destruction Brendan Clifford credit, did not create a wasteland of the
world, as the sheer power of Russia
prevented that from happening. Russia's
power was not based on dropping atomic
bombs, wiping outits indigenous peoples,
or the institution of slavery.

Special Nature of Hiroshima-Nagasaki?

In the lastlrish Political Review In the Darwinian world conflict and
("Special Nature of Hiroshima-Nagasaki" competition had to be applied primarily
Feb 2018) Desmond Fennell says of theagainstthe nearest competitor who alway
USinthe post WWII world thatThereis  had to be eliminated from the competition
definitive evidence that the last power because the 'fittest' had to prove that the
centre of European civilisation realised could survive—that is why they existed.
that, with Hiroshima-Nagasaki, the game There was no greater purpose to life.
was up for the civilisation it had come to Germany came into that frame automatic-
head. It lies in the fact that within a few ally as it was becoming England's most
years after the atomic bombings it was powerful competitor, and so there had to
engaged in devising and promulgating a be a day of reckoning with it by any and
replacement. Excluding Christianity, every means—and war was the ultimate
which had been the core animator of the testas to who would prove to be the fittest.
European system, Official America, with That was the basis of WWI, when Britain
the help of mass media, set about creatingorchestrated a conflict within Europe into
anew, non-Euro-American culture which a European civil war—the ultimate
would secularise, feminise, sexualise, andachievement of the Balance of Power
multi-colourise the old one." strategy—and then escalated the conflict

into a World War.

Desmond Fennellisrightinsayingthat  That war destroyed European civilisa-
"excluding Christianityls the centralissue tion, and the second round of that war in
here. as that had indeed been the core 0WWII ensured that destruction beyond
European civilisation. Butwhen and where repair. Culturally and morally WW!I had
was Christianity undermined and begin to created in Europe what T.S. Eliot described
be excludedfrom Western civilisation? asThe Wasteland-a-perfect description
America did not begin it. It began about a for the state of European civilisation. Th«la
century earlier with the emergence of US had nothing to do with creating this
Darwinism in England: it replaced situation and by the end of WWII Europs
Christianity by giving an alternative mean- was a wasteland beyond repair. That
ing and rationale to life. The new ideology when, and why, thegame was up for
meant perpetual competition and conflict European civilisation."
at all levels of life. It was a distilling of

But, since the end of the Soviet Union,
itis stillan open question as to whether the
SUS will make awastelandof the world
and continue the work of England's
Yinheritance to the world.

And, if it does do so, one thing is
certain, England will be its leading
cheerleader to the very end. Mrs. May has
made it very clear, more than once, that
she is more than willing to push the
necessary button(s) to help things along!
And there are no plans whatever to cope
with the consequences opushing the
button! Nihilism rules OK!

She shows not the slightest concern to
repent for the horrors of Hiroshima-
Nagasaki, no more than do the leaders of
the US. Nor is there any worry about
repeating them hundreds of times over.

It is simply not a factor in their
considerations.

So what difference does it make to
consider it a special event?

Jack Lane

Connolly And German Socialism by
Brendan Clifford. 80pp.
06, £5postfree, Ireland & Britair

n

On-line sales of books,
pamphlets and magazines:

the attitudes and behaviourthathad created Europe had to be taken in hand by tHe httpS' //

the British Empire and it sanctioned that forces that had been dragged in to end fts )
development as being a result of somecivil war—the US and Russia. Each di www.atholbooks-
law of natureSurvival of the fittesivas  what came naturally to it in the spheres

very old hat to British Imperialists. allocated to them and each replacdd sales.org




"The Paper Of Record" On
'‘De Paper' And "The Mob"

This past December, tHash Times
carried what I might call twtsanta Claus™
items in respect of a half-hearted compet-
itor on the national scene, the Cork-based
Irish Examiner which never really
succeeded in ceasing to be tBerk
Examinerand which had long been known
colloquially on its native heath d®e
Paper" On December 6th—feast day of
St Nicholas, the original Santa—the more
urbane and self-styleghaper of record"
announced its good tidings for the
Christmas Season, with its headlifriesh
Timesset to acquirdrish Examinerand
other media assets". And, while there was
no print edition this Christmas Eve—
December 24 having been a Sunday in
2017—thelrish Timesgave its online
subscribers a little gift from Santa, a story
with the headline"’A Christmas Eve
ransacking at theCork Examiner". "In
1920, a mob raided the newspaper's
offices after the publication of a
controversial pastoral letter" was the

this way vital parts of the machinery
were smashedto pieces, and great damage
was done." After indulging in what the
paper described as a 'wanton orgy of
destruction' for about half an hour, the
attackers 'left as silently and as rapidly as
they had entered'. '‘Before taking their
departure, however, they laid nearly half
a dozen sticks of gelignite in the interior
of one machine, but, fortunately, the
means of exploding them was defective,
and the gelignite was found unexploded:
otherwise the damage would have been
much greater." The damage to the
machines was 'not irreparable' and the
fire was not as serious as intendedHzy
mob, partly owing to the failure of the
last dose of gelignite to ignite. The blaze
was quickly put out by the fire brigade.
The raiders had not long left when the
police arrived from Union Quay barracks;
a small shoot-out ensued and one man
was 'slightly wounded'."

Dean Ruxton was the presenter of this

blast from the past, and he is described on
the Irish Timeswebsite as'a digital

subheading, and it was accompanied by groduction journalist at thérish Times
photograph of total destruction, with the who"holds amaster's degree in journalism

caption "The 'Burning of Cork’, St
Patrick's Street, Cork, 1920. The

from Dublin City University" That he
does not approve of the fact that a year

following story was related (all emphases previously, in December 1919, the Irish

being mine):

"The offices of thdrish Examiner—
then the CorlkExaminer—were empty,

electorate had democratically ratified the
Republic proclaimed by the 1916 Rising,
and that what he sneers atamob" ,"a

save for a caretaker left in charge of the 9ang" and“the mob” , was actually the _ : _
building and a handful of employees Army of the Dail Eireann that had been so clusion, thatthis story is part of the Lost
cleaning up. It was Christmas Eve, and voted into being by the people, was Leads series, a revisiting of lesser known
with no paper due in the morning, staff indicated by the manner in which he stories that have made the pageSbé
had gone home for the evening. Just afterhimse” p|aced his next Subheading in Irish Timessince 1859!"But this was no

8 pm, as the doors were being shut for the
night, a gang of menarmed with
revolvers, sledge hammers and explosive
arrived at the gates and forced their way
into the building in Cork cityThe mob,
about 30 in number, cut the telephone
wires. Two stood guard over the caretaker,
and the rest 'went quickly to the printing
room and bombed the machine used in
connection with the printing of the
evening edition of théexaminer—the
Echd, according to afrish Timesreport
three days later, on December 27th,
1920... 'In a few moments the machine
was in flames, the inking cylinders
burning fiercely, together with the electric
motor', reads the report. With the machine
destroyed, the raiders—dressed in civilian
clothing, but 'slightly disguised' with
scarves covering their faces—moved
quickly, crossing afootbridge to the main
machine room. They set upon two of the
newspaper's rotary machines, taking
sledge hammers to the mechanism: 'In

inverted commas;Orders of the lIrish

following the killing of a British soldier

in another ambush at Dillons Cross,
Crown forces intentionally burned the
centre of Cork city, looting shops and
setting fire to large sections of Patrick's
Street. The City Hall and the Carnegie
Library on Anglesea Street were com-
pletely destroyed. The damage was
estimated to have cost about £2 million
and led to the loss of some 2,000 jobs in
the city. The next morning, during his
Sunday homily at the Cathedral, Bishop
Cohalanissued adecree of excommunica-
tion on any perpetrators of murder,
attempted murder, kidnapping, ambush
and arson... In a move that proved un-
popular with the public and other Catholic
priests, the pastoral letter issued and read
a week later at all Masses in the Diocese
did not distinguish the perpetrators by
political alignment. The letter, published
on December 20th in tli@ork Examiner
said the chain of reprisal murders had
'‘become like a devils' competitionin feats
of murder and arson between members
ofthe Volunteer Organisation and agents
ofthe Crown'. The bishop sought to instil
‘patience’ among those resisting the
British government... (Writing inrish
Theological Quarterlyn 2002), Padraig
Corkery's paper notes Bishop Cohalan
was the only Irish bishop toissue a decree
of excommunication on those involved
in violence during that period. Violence
in the diocese would continue; just days
after the bishop's first pronouncement, a
parish priest at Dunmanway, Canon
Thomas Magnerwas shotdead, alongside
afarmer's son, by British forces... Despite
the attack, th€ork Examinepublished

on Tuesday, December 28th, reporting
the story of the ransacking on page four
of its morning edition.”

Ruxton himself stated, by way of con-

mere'revisiting" on Ruxton's part. It also

JRepublic® His narrative continued:

involved noteworthy rewording of, and
"A motive was clear from the outset. critical omissions from, the original report-

An account from the Press Association's g Py thelrish Timesduring December
Cork correspondent, printed in the same 1920 itself. Now, strange as it might appear
edition of The Irish Timessaid that on  to some readers, | actually welcome the
entering, one of the mob announced it fact that State financial assistance was
was acting ‘under the orders of the Irish provided to thérish Timegor the purpose
Republic'. The paper's supposed crime ¢ gigitising its complete run and putting

against the Republic had been made just, . .
days before, when it published a pastoral t o_nllne. In its openly and unashamedly
Unionist heyday, loathsome and all as

letter by the Catholic Bishop Daniel ) ) > )
Cohalan of Cork, who had condemned Was its reactionary political outlook, its
violence of all sides of the War of archives reveal, albeit with some critical

Independence and issued a threat ofexceptions, animpressive paper of record
excommunication... Inlate 1920 and amid during that era.
the War of Independence, murders, acts Nothing can beat, for example, its

ofviolence and inevitable reprisal became reportage of the Republican By-Election

common. In November 1920 Republican " : .
forces carried out an ambush at Kil- Victory in February 1917, when tiwesh

michael, which sparked further killings Times concluded that, no less than
and violence on the part of the Crown. On Southern Unionism itself, Redmondism
the night of December 11th, 1920, was heading foranational wipeoutoutside
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of Ulster, and the paper acknowledged
with horror that it had already become the
democratic will of the Nationalist elector-

and the one which obtains most credence
is based on the fact that they published
and supported the recent pastoral letter of

be needed. It will be better than buying
spurious Dail Eireann Bonds'. The notice
ends by quoting 'Remember 1641;

the Most Rev. Dr. Cohalan, Roman
Catholic Bishop of Cork, in which he
formulated his decree of excommuni-
cation against all members of his flock
who should be guilty of murder, kid-
napping and arson."

ate to endorse that Republic proclaimed
by its Provisional Government only ten
months previously through the 1916
Rising. And that is why the present day
Irish Timesin pushing a neo-Redmondite
(rather than an old-fashioned Unionist)
view of Irish history—which is driven in
the main by its correspondent Ronan Mc
Greevy)—could not afford to draw on the
incisiveness of its own 1917 reportage,
when it came to supposedly marking the
centenary of that By-Election. Some
"paper of record! It is similarly worth
checking out the onlinérish Times
archives for December 1920, to see how
that paper first reported that raid on the
RedmonditeExaminer and—without
engaging in unnecessary repetition—to
examine the extent to which Ruxton did or
did not reflect that original reportage. It
will then be seen that thesh Timesgift'

to its online subscribers this Christmas
Eve is riddled with journalistic sins of
both commission and omission.

Thatlrish Timesreport continued:

"ANOTHER ACCOUNT. The Press
Association's Cork Correspondent states:
The offices of theCork Examinemwere
raided on Christmas Eve layparty of
about twenty-five men, who intimated
they were acting 'under the orders of the
Irish Republic'... The injury to the
machinery is not irreparable, and it is
expected that publication will be con-
tinued as usual after Monday. Itis believed
that the cause of the attack on the
Examinerwas because of its attitude on
the recent pastoral letter issued by the
Roman Catholic Bishop of Cork."

However, on the following day, Decem-
ber 28th, thdrish Timeswas obliged to

significant additional factor at issue:

"The official view with regard to the
raid is that it was carried out by the Sinn
Fein Party, because thiexaminerhad
published the local Roman Catholic
Bishop's denunciation of murder and other
forms of crime,and had refused to
publish a protest against the Bishop's
action drawn up by the Lord Mayor
and others".

Under the heading oDaring Crime In
Cork", and with subheadings tiNews
paper office attacked; bombed and set on
fire", the Irish Timesof Monday, 27th
December 1920, related:

"The office of theCork Examinewas
raided on the night of Christmas Eve by
thirty armed men, according to an official
report issued from Dublin Castle, and
wrecked... Our Cork correspondent,  (Donal O'Callaghan was Cork's third
telegraphing last night, says: A very Lord Mayor in that momentous year of
daring attempt was made to wreck the 1920, with Lord Mayor Toméas Mac
printing department of t@ork Examiner  crtain having been murdered by the RIC

in Patrick Street, Cork, at half-past eight ;| p.cp 000 20 in front of his family—

o'clock on Christmas Eve, and, although . . )
the parties concerned achieved onl?/ in March, while the incarcerated Lord

partial success, they caused seriousMayor Terenge MacSwiney had met _hiS
damage to the plantA.body of menin death—following a 74 days hunger strike
civilian attire, variously estimated to —in October.) And yet, in contrast with
number from twenty to thirty, suddenly its refusal to publish a statement from

remember 1798.—By order of the Com-

mittee. J. P. H. D., Secretary'.

Ruxton gratuitously inserted his own
language into his account of the December
1920 Irish Timesreportage, replacing
"party" by"mob" and"body of men"
by "gang of men". While thoroughly
condemning the Christmas Eve raid as
criminal, the Unionistrish Timesknew
that it was no mob action, but the military
action of a disciplined body of metonly
slightly disguised"and acting on behalf
of Dail Eireann, whose writ neither the
Timesnor the RedmonditExaminemwas
prepared to recognise. Bishop Cohalan
had first pronounced his decree of
excommunication, directed against Dail
Eireann's Army, on Sunday, December
12th. His decree was published by the
Irish Timeson December 14th. Under the
heading of "BISHOP COHALAN AND
MURDER: EXCOMMUNICATION

acknowledge that there had been aDECREE", it reported:

"The Most Rev. Dr. Cohalan, Roman
Catholic Bishop of Cork, has addressed
the following letter to the editor of the
Cork Examiner Dear Sir, Kindly give
me space to publish and thus promulgate
the following decree: DECREE OF THE
BISHOP OF CORK IN REFERENCE
TO AMBUSHES, KIDNAPPING AND
MURDER."

Thelrish Timesaccompanied its own
publication of this Decree with a report of
the Bishop's December 12th sermon, and
the paper itself proceeded to editorialise:

"We welcome very heatrtily the action
of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Cork in
summoning the most awful sanctions of
his Church to the aid of morality and
peace. It would be easy to complain that
this action comes late in the day... (but)
criticism which could not be immediately

appeared at the front entrance, carryingCOrk-S elected representativExaminer

revolvers, bombs, gelignite, detonators
and fuses, and entered the building. They
were only slightly disguised, with hand-

Newspaperkad proved more than willing,
only a few weeks previously, to provide

kerchiefs across the lower portions of SPace in its columns for the issuing of

their faces. Leaving two dle party to

Loyalist death threats, as reported in the

guard the caretaker, they went quickly to Irish Timesthat December 1:

the printing room... After indulging in
this wanton orgy of destruction for half
an hour, the raiders left as silently and as
rapidly as they had entered... Although
the raiders entered and left through the
type composing room, they did not
interfere with the linotype equipment.
The fire which broke outwas not serious...
The sympathy of all right-minded
members of the community is extended
to Messrs. Thomas Crosbie and Co., Ltd.,
in this attempt to prevent the publication
of their journal. Various reasons have
been assigned for the attack upon them,

"A notice appears in tonigh&sening
Echq addressed to ‘All Cork Cork
Citizens' and headed 'Anti-Sinn Fein
Society, Cork and District Circle:
membership 2,000 and still growing'. It
gives notice that 'any householder known
to shelter any rebel, or who is known to
subscribe to any rebel fund, or to assist in
anyway the murderous gang of assassins
known as Sinn Fein (i.e. the democratic-
ally elected Government of the Irish
Republic—MO'R), had better increase
his or her fire and life insurance, as it will

helpful would be out of place... That is
the most solemn penalty which the Roman
Catholic Church can invoke... It would
be unfair to Dr. Cohalan to separate this
decree from his sermon on Sunday in
Cork Cathedral (on the morning after the
burning of Cork city centre by British
forces—MO'R). There he denounced not
only murder but reprisals. 'Murder', he
said, 'is murder and arson is arson’, by
whomsoever committed. With that ver-
dict nohonestman can quarrel. Reprisals,
even when committed under the direst
provocation, are utterly wrong... Repri-
sals, however, are the direct outcome of
murder... There were no reprisals before
the murders began. On the contrary, it
was not until forty-one servants of the
Crown had been foully done to death in
the present year that the first case of real
or alleged reprisals was reported... As to



men maddened by the loss of comrades
(the Auxies—MO'R), and living in
imminent peril of assassination, reprisals
seemto reduce the chances of murder... If

inoffensive priest, and most anxious for
the peace of Dunmanway. Crowley was
a respectable farmer's son, who took no
part in politics."

the Bishop's decree stops murders in the

diocese of Cork, the fear of reprisals will ~ But Ruxton also engaged in an uncon-
cease to keep a solitary member of hisscionable piece of censorship of ttish
flock awake at night... We venture t9 Timesof December 1920, by excluding
hope that every one of Dr. Cohalan's o, antion of the one murder and two
colleagues in the Hierarchy will follow .

his example. (None did, for none but he atte.mpt'ed myrders . carried out by the
dared to malign, as murder, a War of Auxies in the immediate aftermath of the
Independence that the Army of Dail Dillon's Cross ambush, and preceding their
Eireann was compelled towage following burning of Cork city centre. His account
the suppression of that democratically of the £2 million worth of damage done
elected body by the Auxies and other \yas taken from the issue of December
Crown forces—MO'R),.. The Roman 18th which, however, had also related

Catholic Bishops'influence in Irish affairs
is still very great (but, in this case, not that

rather more than Ruxton was willing to

great—MO'R), and it is equalled today repeat:

by the measure of their opportunity."

It is clear from what Ruxton wrote this
Christmas Eve that he shares the basic
perspective of that December 1920 Editor-
ial. He wrote of War of Independence
"murders" provoking the"inevitable
reprisal”, and he held the Army of the
Republic's ambushes at Kilmichael and
Dillon's Cross responsible for the sub-
sequent burning of Cork. Furthermore,
nowhere did his article ever describe those
British military arsonists and looters as
either"a mob"or"a gang". Moreover, his
references to either Crown or British forces
mask the fact that the particular forces
ambushed on those occasions, and who
engaged in arson, looting and the murder
of Canon Magner among others, were the
notorious Auxies, or Auxiliary RIC.
Indeed, as we have seen, Ruxton proved
unwilling to use the word "murder" in

used at the time by theish Timesitself

"On Saturday evening a party of
Auxiliary R.I.C. were attacked with
bombs at Dillon's Cross, Cork, one cadet
being killed and eleven wounded. Shortly
after a young civilian named Delaney
was shot dead, and his brother and uncle
wounded. Between nine and ten o'clock
fires broke out in a large number of
business houses in Patrick Street. The
flames spread rapidly to adjoining
thoroughfares, and a large area of the city
was completely burned down... The
damage to the city is estimated at about
£2,000,000.... YOUNG MAN SHOT
DEAD. It was learned on Sunday that
afterthe outrage at Dillon's Cross ayoung

alsoissued a statement, in which they say
that Dr. Cohalan's action concerns not
onlythatdiocese, butevery part of Ireland.
The issue raised by the bishop's decree of
excommunication, they say, cannot be
hurriedly decided by individual bishops,
and should be considered by the lIrish
Hierarchy as a whole. And such a
tremendous moral and political problem
cannot be decided without reference to
those who, politically and nationally, have
a full mandate to represent the Irish
people. No English or American bishop,
they say, would solemnly excommunicate
every English or American soldier in his
diocese who carried out military or police
functions. The letter further suggests that
Dr. Cohalan's pronouncement assumes
thatIreland is notanation, anditconcludes
by stating that the bishop was not only
gravely jeopardising their whole national
struggle for existence and liberty, but
was speaking in patent contradiction to
the recent pronouncement of the lIrish
Hierarchy. They, therefore, as the
Parliamentary  and municipal
representatives chiefly concerned, lodged
a public protest against any action which
sought, directly or indirectly, to cripple
or condemn the Government set up by
the Irish people.”

Undoubtedly pejorative inits character-

isation of Cork Corporation—and Cork's
democratically elected public represent-

man named Jeremiah Delaney, a farmer'@lives in general—éthe extremists'but

son, of Dublin Hill, was shot dead in his it was nonetheless a meaningful record of
father's house. His brother, Cornelius, their coherent democratic argument.
and their uncle, a man named Leahy, Cohalan returned to the fray at Sunday
were both seriously wounded... Cornelius Masses the next day, December 19th.

was shot in the left ShOUIder, rlght th|gh, "BISHOP COHALAN AND MURDERS.

and abdomen..."

REMARKABLE

PASTORAL.

| have already mentioned Ruxton's actEXCOMMUNICATION DECREE
respect of any killing at all by the Auxies, ofcensorshipinomitting—fromhisreprise REASSERTEDREPLY TO CRITICS.”
even in respect of the shooting dead ofof thelrish Timesreporting of the raid on  These were the headlines inliigh Times
Canon Magner. Yet "THE MURDER OF theExaminer—the fact that the latter had on Monday, December 20th, asitreported
CANON MAGNER" had beenthe headline denied to Cork's elected representatives &£ohalan’s further condemnation of the

when, on 17th December 1920, it reported: against the Bishop's actions. The Unionist
Irish Timesdid record a protest jointly

"The official report received yesterday
with reference to the murder of Canon
Magner, Parish Priest of Dunmanway,

made by Cork city's Sinn Fein TD, J.J.
Walsh, and its Lord Mayor, Donal O'

West Cork, states: At one o'clock yester- Callaghan, and, underthg h_eading of "DR.
day about thirty Auxiliary police left COHALAN'S DECREE",itsissue of 18th

Dunmanway in two motor cars, with a December 1920, reported from Cork:

cadet in charge, to go to Cork to attend
the funeral of one of their partners who
was recently shot dead in Cork. About a
mile from Dunmanway they met the Rev.
Canon Magner and Timothy Crowley,
son of a farmer in the locality. The cadet
in charge stopped the lorries, and walking
over to Timothy Crowley and asked him
for his permit and shot him dead with his
revolver. The cadet then turned to Canon
Magner, who was close by, and shot him
too. Mr. Brady, a Resident Magistrate,
was present at the time and narrowly
escaped a similar fate... The late Canon
Magner, the report adds, was a most

"The extremists are showing much
resentment. The remarks made at the
meeting of the Cork Corporation
yesterday bear this out, and they are
accentuated by the terms of a telegram
which was sentto the Bishop this evening,
signed by the Lord Mayor and Alderman
J.J. Walsh, as follows: 'Taking advantage
of your pronouncement, the British
Government has informed the world that
Cork was destroyed by her own citizens.
We urgently request your lordship to
inform the British Government and the
Press that this was done by enemy forces.'
... The Lord Mayor and Mr. Walsh have

publication of their statement of protest War of Independence:

"Our Cork Correspondent, telegraphing
on Sunday, says: At the Masses in all the
Roman Catholic churches in Cork today
a remarkable Pastoral letter was read
from Bishop Cohalan, condemning
murders, kidnappings, and arson. In
several instances members of the cong-
regation, as a protest, left the church
before the conclusion of the Mass. The
Pastoral stated—In presence of the ruin
of a great part of our city, the pastoral
duty impels me to address to you a
statementaboutthe crimes that have been
committed in the diocese—crimes by the
people, and crimes by the agents of the
Government—to condemn and deplore
these crimes, and in order to prevent a
repetition of these crimes in future, and to
protect the lives and property of innocent
people, to notify again a decree of ex-
communication which | have already
promulgated against those who should
be guilty of these crimes within the
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diocese in future. We were singularly being applaudedintoday's self-admiringly to give that paper a taste of its own
free in this diocese from the crime of seculardrish Times medicine. But let me give credit where
murdﬁr g”t" a?out the ?'gdt')e of lahStt But Democracy was not prepared to credit is due, by again recording how the
arch. bul policemen nad been Shot . e this belt of a Bishop's crozier lying unashamedly Unionistish Timesof that
here and there throughout the country, , - . L . L
and the police believed that the murderofdo"_"”- Thatthe Vqunteers Christmas Eve_t|me possessed sufficient journalistic
their men was a studied and settled part ofaction had not been designed to put theintegrity to honestly report how the
the Volunteer policy. A general meeting Examinerout of business was shown by Volunteers' raid on th&xaminerhad
of policemen was called by someone in the fact that they had twice bypassed theultimately been triggered when that paper
this city, a resolution was proposed thatif |inotype equipment and leftitundamaged, "refused to publish a protest against the
any policemen were shot in the City one 416,gh the intention was to do enoughBishop's actions drawn up by the Lord
of the leading Volunteers should be shot . . e :

; damage to other machinery for the paperMayor and others'Ruxton's withholding
by way of reprisals, and | am glad to be . " N ;
able fo say that the resolution was to lose someyvhat more than just the oneof th_at critically S|gn|f|c_ant democran_c
defeated. Later on a clique succeeded inday's production that it actually lost. The detail rendered the Christmas Eve online
carrying out the wicked project which RedmonditeExaminerhad denied free 'gift' from today'drish Timesa travesty of
the general body of the police had refusedspeech to the Democracy, and Dail decent journalism.

toaccept. InMarch lastthe terrible reprisal Ejreann's Volunteers took action in order Manus O'Riordan
murder of Lord Mayor MacCurtin took
place, and since then it has become likg a
devils' competition in feats of murdgr

and arson between members of the

Volunteer organisation and agents of the February Brexit Summary

Crown."

"It will be instructive to consider som
ofthe features of those crimes. Constal
Murtagh was murdered on Pope's Qu
on the night of the Lord Mayor's murde
but earlier in the night, and it is certai
that it was the murder of Constab

Murtagh that gave occasion to the murder

of the Lord Mayor... It was thes
irresponsibles who brought on the murd
of the Lord Mayor, by agents of th
Government, on that same night... So
probably, too, will say that nothing
occurred at Dillon's Cross. But fables a

poor consolation to the sufferers by the

burning of Patrick Street. Proceedin
the Pastoral states that some Republic
spoke of 'the receding authority d
England’, and of the occupation ¢
deserted districts by the advancir]
authority of the Republic when som

policemen were murdered, and thgir

barracks burned. He would be a bra

There have been few formal negotiation same rules and enforcement mechanisms
lesessions during February butrecentweeksn all trade sectors, whereas the UK side
yhave seenanumber ofimportant developmentssees it as affecting only a few sectors and

One is that expressing in law the agree-not falling under the jurisdiction of the
ment reached in December regarding theEuropean Court of Justice. Smyth con-
Irish Border is proving impossible and a cludes that the talks will fail if London
fudge in the form of a protocol outside of refuses to reappraise its stance.
rthe Withdrawal Agreement is being

discussed. Since that article was published there
e, Another is that UK officials have letit has been a new development. According

be known that an emergency insuranceto the Open Europe blog of February 20th
€ measure is being planned whereby Britainquoting a Bloomberg article that cites a

will refuse to pay its financial settlement note from a political consultancy for
insf Brussels rejects a Free Trade deal withinternational companies called Eurasia
f the UK. Group, the Withdrawal Agreement will
gsuggest that the Irish Border issue could

e

f Other matters that need to be reporte att
9 are a possible shiftinside the Irish Govern-P€ dealt with in the context of the future

® ment towards a more supportive stance in/K-EU deal, adding thata protocol

o relation to the UK, a number of important sitting alongside but outside the agreement
will outline full regulatory alignment as a

=

Republican who would talk now, in city
or county, of districts delivered fro

logistical consequences of Brexitand some s X
notable contributions to the media debate.contingency should the EU decide other

British rule... Dealing with his decree df options won'tavoid a hard border”. Sothe

excommunication and the discussiops
thereon by the Cork Corporators, the
Bishop said thatthe decree added noth|ng
to the Divine law and his condemnatign

of murder, attempted murder, ambushgs,

and kidnapping, which all violated God
law, and should not cause the Corporat
and their lay theologian to rage. H
appealed to the Volunteers and thoj
who believed in the Divinity of Christ, td
bow to the teaching of the Gospel, and
exhorted all to pray God for an honou
able, and satisfactory political settleme
for Ireland.”

The contempt displayed by that Prin
of the Church—a Bishop by tliBivine"
appointment ofChrist's Vicar on Earth"
—towards thé'Cork Corporators’, who
had"merely"been elected by the Demog
racy of Cork, was blatantly expresse
Indeed, it was quite ironic to find such &

Border is to become a bargaining chip in
Developments during February are the EU-UK Trade Talks.
summarised in an article entitleblish In the same Open Europe blog a report

Borderissue s a legitimate threatin Brexit N the US news service, Palitico, is quoted
talks by Patrick Smyth (Irish Times, 19 to the effect that senior UK officials have

rsFeb). Smyth explains that, arising from stated that, if the EU is unwilling to reach
e Phase 1, Citizens' Rights, the 'Divorce & free trade deal with the UK, then the UK
SeRill the Irish Border. and the Commo  Will be “forced to withhold its financial

Travel Areas are to be expressed in acontributions as agreed in Phase 1—
t because nothing is agreed till everything
is agreed' It seems that, despite all the

commentary regarding the chaos in Lon-

FUDGES COMING UNSTUCK

-

,_elegally binding Withdrawal Agreemen

ht The future relationship between the two

parties cannot be discussed until that i )
Agreement is signed off on. don, the UK is about to move the negotia-

e Much of the Withdrawal text is already tions to the position itdemanded on day 1:

drafted—following pressure from the UK the exit agreement will only be s.igned if
a section on transition sanctions against€ UK gets the free trade deal it wants.

the British if EU rules are transgressed hag™\l ©f this playing of hardball means that
- actually been toned down—but the text the danger of Blo Dealoutcome remains.

d.on the Border is proving impossible to COVENEY SHOWING HIS
n agree. Full alignment with EU rules is TRUE COLOURS?

attemptat Church dictation to the Repub

icinterpreted by the EU side as having the Minister for Foreign Affairs Simon



Coveney met with Boris Johnson in commenced and all are estimated toisconsidered likely tofollow. The expected
London at the end of January, where complete by 2022; these projects are farflood of jobs from the City of London has
Coveney asserted that Irish representative$rom being pie in the sky. Strategic turned out to be trickle, however, and this
had"arole to play in ensuring thatthe EU investment on Airports and Ports 2018- may be partially the result of overly
understands the British mindsefftish 2027 is estimated to total 4.8 billion euro. stringentregulations from the Irish Central
Times, 31 Jan). Emphasising the need forThe following table shows the expenditure Bank (see the article by Sean Owens in the
bilateral links between Ireland and Britain, and completion dates for the major Januaryrish Political Review.

he proposed that an annual meeting betprojects. CONTRIBUTIONS
ween the two Governments should take

place, backed up by preparatory work| Facity Cost Completio 1 ne open Europe blog of 20th
from officials from both sides. This state- o Date February Jonathan Hill, the former Euro-
ment from Coveney sounded like a| Dublin Airport ~ 320m 2021 pean Commissioner for Financial Services,
throwbacktothe pOSitiOﬂ contrived during Shannon Airport  150m 2022 is reported urging the UK to leave the

Bertie Ahern's tenure as Taoiseach and g(‘)’g“gf I(D:(())rrtk 25’8:: 38% Single Market so as to avoid becoming a
consolidated under Enda Kenny: that 'rule- i '
Ireland's EU role was to be the sidgkick of| ShannonFoynes  27m 2022 e t?ker. ord Hill considers that fhe

: eV EU is"already moving in directions that
Eurosceptic Britain. we have traditionally resistedby which

The conclusion to the relevant section

In response, thiish Political Review i i
P in the National Development Plan states:he means EU support fda financial

Groupsubmitted a letter to the Irish Times transactions tax, more screening of over
on February 2nd, reproduced in this edition "The importance of this objective seas investment and more centralisation
(page 27, which was not published. cannot'be understated in the cont"ext of of supervision of financial services."

An unsigned article headeG6veney the UK's exit from the EU in 2019. The former Commissioner must surely
warns of ‘other form of governance' if  Dublin Port has applied for Planning be aware that, following the Euro debt
Stormont not restored—Tanaiste saysPermission to construct infrastructure to crisis, the Eurozone had no choice but to
Brexit will mean 'fundamental’ change in deal with the additional customs checksinstigate supranational supervision of
British/Irish relatiort (Irish Times, 2 Feb)  that will be necessary following Brexit. financial services, yet the point he makes
quoted the Minister stating what seems toThe Chief Executive of the Port, Eamonn is valid. The direction inwhich the EU has
be a different line: O'Reilly, has stated thawhatever about moved and is moving since the Brexit

“What is happening at the moment is the uncertainty around the land Border vote makes the possibility of a change of
going to fundamentally and permanently the sea border is a different matteHe heart on EU membershlp by the UK
change the relationship between IrelandSaid that all of the State agencies nowincreasingly unlikely.

and Britain because the relationship bet-understand what they require in Dublin

ween Britain and the European Union is Port (Irish Times, 14 Feb).
going to fundamentally change."

In an Opinion Piece published on
January 31st European Commissioner for
Agriculture Phil Hogan stated that, in
maintaining a united front following the
Brexit referendum, the EU passed a
difficult test and that political leadership
from Dublin played an important part in
that. The relevant section of the article
reads:

"Another thing. Brexit did not sunder

A report from the Irish Road Haulage
Association on February 9th stated that
new legislation in the UK to replace the
EU licensing system for hauliers may
result in Irish lorries avoiding Britain
entirely.

This could be unduly alarmist in that

the UK is seeking a deal on mutual .

y . . . the union. And that was largely due to
recognition of licensing with the EL_J' determined leadership by Dublin and
However, Verona Murphy of the Associa-  Bryssels. Make no mistake aboutit. There
tion said that extra capacity on routes was always a very real fear that a 'divide
: from Irish ports to Europe was a significant  and rule strategy' would have worked.
th t Ireland reli n the UK to hol . ; . d

e past Ireland relied on the UK to hold developmentdnd it seemed as if hauliers ~ But European unity has been remarkably

back that agenda. o ) "
. . were drifting towards that route instead  Strong” (IT, 31 Jan).

Leah n't m to realise that hi . o
eahy doesn't seem 1o realise tha Sof travelling across Britaiti(IT, 9 Feb).

dread of the Franco-German EU engine Irish economist John Fitzgerald has
betrays an essentially British view of the Other relevant practical developments expressed scepticism concerning a re_cent
EU. It's possible that officials with an include an annourﬁ)cementb Eurgclear report_ frpm Copenhagen Economics
Anglophile predisposition with whom ls-based y db ’%Om_mlssmned by the Department of
Leahy has contact are continuing to get in='USSels-based company owned by agsiness Enterprise and Innovation. The
the way of hard thinking about Ireland's groupmg'oflarge bgnks, that .'tW'” crggte report predicted that the Irish economy
long term interests post-Brexit. f?r?ecur.ﬁ'es Deposr[]ary fﬁr IrlghheqU|tleE. could be worse off by between 3 and 7 per
s will ensure that the Irish Stoc cent as a result of Brexit. Fitzgerald

Locistics o EXChange willavoid disruption as aresult . gjgers two aspects of the study to be
OTHER PRACTICALITIES of Brexit. implausible, those relating to pharmaceut-
The topic of public expenditure onour  The trend whereby US financial ical exports from Ireland to Britain and
airports and seaports that is needed as nstitutions are moving parts of their the response of the agri-food sector. He
result of Brexit received scant attention operations to Dublin is also continuing. states:
during the debate on tireland 204Mlan  The first movers were Morgan Stanley "Post-Brexit losses in any event are
for future capital expenditure, yet capital and Citigroup. These are being joined by unlikely to be on the scale envisaged in

projects under that heading have all AllianceBernstein, and Bank of America  the study. In what is largely a sellers'
25

So, different diplomatic messages are
being conveyed. However, a journalist
who has good connections with senior
officials in the Departments of the Taoi-
seach and Foreign Affairs, Pat Leahy,
penned a pro-Britain article with the title,
"We will miss the British when they're
goné (Irish Times, 10 Feb). The gist of
Leahy's piece was that the tax harmonis-
ation that the EU federalists are pushing
for is inimical to Irish interests and that in
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market, if the NHS want the drugs made
here, they will generally pay the going
price, along with any new tariffs. . L .

The study also assumes that the food ~ Fitzgerald concludes his piece by chi
industry is transfixed by the juggernaut Ing the Departmentforfalllng totake accoy
heading its way. The initial effects of of ESRI research in 2016 which show
Brexit will be very serious for food and that over the next 15 years many forei
agriculture. However, over time, it is multinationals will choose Ireland over th
reasonable to expectthe sector will adapt, thereby offsetting some of the cost
offsetting some of its Iosses.ForexampIe,BreXit for Ireland. In exhorting official

it is likely eventually to shift from g
producing cheddar for the UK to Ireland to adopt a more positive approach

producing Camembert or some other Brexit, Fitzgerald gets my vote.

costly, but it will happen (IT, 16 Feb).

transition will take years and will b¢ because we thought they were German

every time.

- The British Army brought tanks, Bren

nt gun carriers and belt machine guns into a
pd field beside the school and we were shown
01 how everything was operated. At lunch
€ time we began to play war games, the
pf school dividing up into English and Ger-
mans. That was odd when | look back for,
though this was a Protestant school, WW2
was looked on as their war.

to

cheeses for the wider EU market. The Dave Alvey

IANOTHER DAY ANOTHER SCHOLAR

Looking Back

Guns speak when spoken to

precisely. o We could be called Jihadi childre
You bring them to life in order| guring Ww?2 Ina school in Clontonacally,
to take life.

They birthin millionswhensucl  school was militarised. The teache
thoughts are rife, became officers. You couldn't speak

a companion where the worldl them without being spoken to you first.
burns nicely.

Underapermanenthunter'sred  This was usually the norm then but
moon

the killer acts out a nation’s
suicide,

drove many brides to Sati whe
he died.

told to take you hands out of your pock
andto straighten up. Thenitwas marchi
' up and downinthe playground and keepi

a loon.
The planet creaks with thig
monster abroad,
the home-alones oil
automatics,
In their darkest dreams the
forget their gods,
hair-trigger minds, insults

thei
the pupils having to put them out wit

County Down. When WW?2 started this

became worse when you were constantlyr

_ | instep. Teachers roared at the top of thei
Wear a uniform and cease being yojces like sergeant-majors to the weekly
parade, which involved children, boy and
girl, fromthe age of 5to 14. There were air
raid drills, keeping close to walls, hiding
under hedges, fire-drills with fires litand

stirrup pumps, gasmask drills (you carried
your gasmask to school with you everyday
or else), huge posters were put on the

What does all of that do to you. Well,
you hope the war won't finish until you are
old enough to fight. The end of WW2 was
a terrible anti-climax and it was back to
football and rounders in the playground.
The air raid shelter would be demolished
and all the wartime posters were taken
from the walls. In the end you learnt war
was good and you kept those memories
rs for the rest of your life as the most exciting
to part of your childhood, despite the sectar-

ianisminaschool of 72 Protestant children

and 10 Catholic children.

n

I Also, being WW2, most foodstuff were
ationed. Living in the countryside there
were plenty of eggs to be bought on the
N9p|ack-market.

ng City people would take the bus out to
the countryside to buy eggs and butter.
The RUC would be waiting at the city
limits to board and search, confiscate and
issue Summons. But dried eggs in waxed
packets were arriving from the US and
dished out in the rations. it seemed odd
that ships and their crew were risking
being torpedoed with a cargo of dried
eggswhen NI had plenty, and inthe Border

et

h

areas plenty were available. Onthe packets

symptomatic. walls identifying German munitions and :
i i . was the Stars & Stripes and message about
How the settler still bloodies pooby-traps, RAF fighter planes buzzed help i P : g

the prairie . elp’ coming. So maybe it was morale

p b ) the school during a lunch hour and you booster that seamen had to pay for with

the native beneath his fedt zutomatically knew to fall flat on the their I
axiomatic. : eirfives.
ground and not move. It was quite a shock

15 February 2018

WELCOME HOME JUST THE SAME work brawn.
And when it happened it wasn
Kitchy plays seed-fiddle on the by the gun.
hill-field, The rich earth as a promisso
Shaw farm, Carryduff, the A24.  note.

(Ceathri Aodha Dhuib when
named long ago)
And the tune he plays is never
to yield.
Black Hugh did but will he
himself move on.
Horse and plough cut the bible
furrows.
Therising rage of Old Testament
SOrrows.
The shotgun by the harrow, the

Grows homes in rows, stride
the hill-field by quotes.

There is a different harvest no
to come.

The seed-fiddle player has ane
song he wrote:

"Black Hugh’s mortgage ha

thirty years to run.’

Wilson John Haire

| remember a retired RUC man, who
lived near my family in Carryduff, County
Down during WW2, and was said to have
killed two Taigs while on Border Patrol.
[ He didsowell, as part of Customs there on
the Border, thatin his retirement he bought
Y alarge house and acted the country gentle-
man while wearing tweeds and carrying a
S hawthorn stick. He also bought a nice new
car and got around petrol rationing through
' having the right connections. He became
a nice old gentleman, and while we Taig
W children (my four sisters and me) were on
our way to school he'd stop and give us a
P ift to the very gates. His favourite joke
was, if you had a bad cougBring it up
it might be a gold watch' Or if you
hesitated when talkingCough it up even

21st November 2017

should it be a row of housesThey sure



don't make them like that anymore. The,
was life before Gerry ye know.

- Biteback - Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback- Biteback

Paedophilia was quite open in Belfast
during the late 1940s and early 1950s| | 'Letter submitted to Irish Times, 2nd February, but not published
remember as a 14 year old going into
Belfast in the evening with my weekly buss
ticket which had one free daily journe)
which | could use after work in the shig-
yard. it was mostly to do with hangin
around amusement arcades trying to
pennies out of the machine, with a pocket g
money of 2 shillings that was supposed|toSingle market’,

last a week. These amusement arca - ) .
were full of youth of my own age. The governments" which could be "prepared for in the preceding weeks and months by

were usually haunted by this strange ©f officials from the relevant departments or ministries".
element of religiously born-again, well Presumably this proposed structure would supersede the current arrangement

dressed, middle-age men carrying a bib i ) - : . .
or a hymn book. They would try to getyo all senior Irish Government officials meets annually with a contingent of their

into conversation and even supply a few counterparts. o .
pennies for the machines. Being a countr In our view the_ 2011 arrangement reflected a pre_dlsposmon that pre_valleq atth
boy atthe time, | was lucky to mix with th towards close f_;lllgn_ment_ with _Bntam. The close _allgnment with Britain _pohcy, be
more street-wise Belfast boys in the based on an ahlstorlcal_wewpomt, was pr_oblematlc even before th_e B_rexnvote, bu
shipyard who knew all about the paed_the_refer_endum result it became a positive hindrance to clear thinking about Ire
philes and the arcades. | did see boys|gd1tional interests. _ _
off with these men. The choice facing the Irish State as a result of Brexit has always been stark: Ir¢
Going home to catch the bus to Carry- Europe, one or the other; a half-V\_/ay house will only Iea_d to incoherence. In the cq
duff. you would encounter them again At debate about the future of the EU it would be preferable if the governmental machin

the back of the Belfast City Hall, standing
around with bibles and hymn books, and

asking young lads if they welsaved' | in pur_e!y ‘transactional’ terms. _ o
was myself asked if | was a Christian (I Minister Coveney's proposal represents an attempt to remain within the B

was only a heathen Catholic) by a manSPhere without leaving the EU and as such is a threat to EU solidarity; on that g

carrying a sheaf of papers on which was&/0ne it should be rejected.
written 'Sacred Music'. The street led {o
Alfred Street and then to Ormeau Avenue
which was used as a bus station for the
country buses. | think these men thought
every youth passing was a country naiyve
young lad. Itwas like the wildebeest trying
to cross a river full of crocodiles. | thin

New Irish/British Structure Post-Brexit?

Can the Government as represented by Minister for Foreign Affairs Simon CoV
be trusted to represent Ireland's long term interests inside the European Union at
inof fundamental change?
A report by Denis Staunton ("Simon Coveney says UK too vital not to have ro

would also be advantageous to jettison the habit of viewing our membership of th

Dave Alvey
Irish Political Review Group

Bungalow blitz' and rural villages

Frank McDonald claims that giving planning permission for rural housing underm
the viability of villages and small towns (Opinion & Analysis, February 13th).
: : [ Does he notknow that the planning authorities have been refusing planning perm
if the RQC quesnoned trllese men, ,th Yfor rural housing for the past 15 years, and it has only contributed to the further d¢
COUI'd claim to be trying to 'save souls’and ¢ \jjlages, because it has prevented the older, rural population being replaced b
that's why they carried the religious tamjlies, leading to the closure of shops, schools, pubs and churches in villages a

paraphernalia. But the RUC never the country? A village lives off its hinterland as well as on its resident population|

obviously never did, for there were never  There may be a case for restricting one-off houses in scenic locations, but th
any court cases. majority of rural areas never see a tourist, or a journalist, and huge tracts of the ¢
are being slowly denuded of population, for no good reason.

The shipyard also had its predators and  There is absolutely no evidence that restricting one-off housing leads to grow
| remember one man being sacked onlyhouse-building in villages. _ _ _ _
for molesting young teenagers. It was all The national census figures since 2006 show an unrelieved decline of virtually
treated as a joke by the workforce. A ot village that is not within commuting distance of a large town or city.
of the bovs made themselves kni.ves N If the new National Planning Framework wants to encourage the developme
h 3’ ind ‘t villages, as it aims to do, local authorities must put in place positive incentives to in
the outside grindstones out of fear. The yoqpie 1o live in those villages, and stop banning housing in rural areas that woul
few known gay workers were no proble ' those villages.

as they had outed themselves by their Some social housing would help, too.

mannerisms. They were well-tolerated and David Buttimer
many men joked with them about thejr (Report of letter in  Irish Times, 15.2.18
sexuality.

Gavin Daly claimed in reply to this letter: "the period since 2002 has been the most prolif
. ; ; |, of one-off dispersed rural house building in the history of the State with 117,290 (27 per ce

C : gop t know Whlat V;/af g‘c’j'f‘gFf’” in the the national total of 425,840 added... 70 per cent of all one-off house building is between
atholic areas as | only lived in Protestant e kjlometres from an urban settiement” (IT 17.2.18, Mr. Daly claims that nearly all applica

areas. for such housing are granted. No reply from Mr. Buttimer was carried).

eney
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January 31st) outlines Minister Coveney's plan to create new bilateral
jeStructures between Ireland and Britain which will include "an annual meeting of poth
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the election that cause is to be carefully WhenFinance Minister Pascal Donohue
nursed and maintained so as to be usedD, Fine Gael, was asked where will the
Does againinthe nextelection. Agood example money come from he gave a vague but
|t in the north was Rev. Dr. lan Paisley who seemingly authoritative answer, stating
St k got elected by preaching hate and disseneonfidently that it will all be funded from
ac sion against Nationalist Catholics in elec- projected growth rates. Unfortunately, he
U p tion after election. He did not allow himself was not pressed for an explanation of what
2 to become affable and smiling until the he meantby "growthGrowth in population
) end of his career when he had no more usés mentioned several timesin Project Ireland
for hate and dissension. A good case in the2040, in connection with hospitals, treat
south was the late Martin Corry TD Fianna ment centres, schools and universities, all
. : . Fail, who got elected time after time on of which swallow up resources. And so
\?g?omouncr:: ;Id?)BIIiti%:gtlk;ez(ta;;umag]tzc?fleslelcs- the basis of getting a new bridge built what growth can the Minister be referring
tion):aerin r[())mises Promises made notacross the River Blackwater at Youghal, to? It most likely is growth in taxation but
st in thg I[;st revk.)us election but also Co. Cork. A bridge was very badly needed the Minister perhaps did not like to say that.
J romises madeF;n other previous elections but it did not get built until the end of Why not? Well, this is all about gaining
'[I)'he sort of promises thgt are wishful and ‘Martin Corry's long career as a TD. votes and there are no votes in taxation. If
as they say in the USAon my bucket ' o _ . we as a people are to grow up we will have
st Th : - And soitis and will be with many of the  to think taxation when a Minister speaks of
ist". The name too is not propitious .

ital projects listed in Project Ireland i
because a "Project” is a forward looking 2020_ prol : spending our money.

idea and to look forward with 2040 vision Take carbon taxes for example. The
isto have a severely astigmatic view ofthe  Consider the National Children's Hospi- Project Ireland 2040 proposes to spend
future. To look forward five years is diffi- talwhich has beenin the pipeline for twenty 222,000,000,000 of our money on
cult enough but to look forward twenty- years or more already and now again it isreducing carbon emissions and making
two years is, in my opinion, impossible. trotted outinthe new Projectireland 2040. 5 ,; homes and offices greener so as to
Admittedly Orwell in his bookl984'got  Sites for the hospital have been changedg¢ect Climate Change. The money for
many things right but his dates were twenty various architects have been employed,is n228n will be extracted from us in
or thirty years out of kilter. A five-year medical consultants are blamed for the .5hon taxes. And yet there is no sound
plan has to be acted on but a twenty yeardelays and evenreligious beliefs have been iantific evidence whatsoever that our
plan can be put off, stretched out andblamed for lack of progress so that the g.ivities affect the climate. Compared
forgotten. Perhaps the real reason forNational Children's Hospital canbe main- it emissions from constant volcanic
announcingProject Ireland 20404t this  tained as a political aspiration to get TDs activity around the world, producing
time is in preparation for a General Elec- re-elected into the future. Taoiseach gmissions of sulphur, carbon dioxide, and
tion? Surprisingly Taoiseach Varadkar's Varadkar stated in Sligo on Friday 16th methane, our emissions from trucks,
popularity hasincreased. Apparently many February 2018 that "we have the plan; Wecoaches, cars and plane are negligible.
people feel he has achieved things—have the money, now we need to move to
exactly what, is not specific but the feel- implement it’ But on Monday 19th Feb- ~ Thereis serious scientific evidence that
good feeling is there. ruary 2018 there is no report that a contractenormous climate changes have occurred
is signed or a sod turned. We will be in the past long before the use of oil and
Dublin is promised most by Project waiting for any developmenton this issue. coal by humanbeings. Why is this evidence
Ireland which is because most of the votes being ignored? Because there is no money
are in Dublin. This is not good for Ireland ~ And speaking of sod turnings, one of 1N It.
as awhole. While Dublinis a small city by the new projects referred to in Project Itis a good idea to reduce pollution in
international comparisons, yet Ireland is alreland 2040 is the proposed Convention .ities but we need to be more focussed on
small country and Dublin has concentratedCentre for Cork. In 2016, then Taoiseach, ¢ pollution we are talking about. In
too much of the population of Ireland init. Enda Kenny was pictured turning the sod California, it has been found that the air in
It might make economic sense to reducefor this project on the former Beamish & San Francisco and Los Angeles is slightly
developmentin Dublin and increase deve-Crawford site in Cork before the election. .o polluted by domestic cleaning sprays,
lopment in regions such as Letterkenny, We all fell for it. Progress at last! Alas, o sprays, paint and the use of other
Sligo, Galway, Athlone, Limerick, Cork nothing further happened exceptthatBAM domestic aerosols than the pollution from
and Waterford but politics and not econo- the builders asked for a further State contri-., . and trucks! It seems the heat from the
mics determine where money will be bution of ©10,000,000 of our money. NO ¢, alters the airborne particles from mil-
invested. The TDs in every area got to beproblem (?) it was approved. But nothing |ions of aerosols and converts them into
elected in the present state of develop-is happening. This just does not stack UP-particles which are very cancerous when
ment of their areas and so they actively doAnd unknown to us all, at the time of ) .ooiheaq by humans. On the other hand,
notwantto change tiséatus quo. Theydo  Taoiseach Enda Kenny's sod-turning, andy,o pollution in Beijing is primarily caused
not want to change the conditions underpossibly unknown to him also, is that when sand blows in westerly winds from
which they were elected. there were no sods on the 'brownfield site".to Gobi desert. In Kuala Lumpur, and in
_ _ The sods pictured being turned were gjnganore, the pollution is mainly smoke
Voters fail to understand this—the broughtonto the site for the purpose of the. 1 the clearance of forests by burning.
Voters think they are voting fdone of  action photograph! Where are they now?
us"but as soon as he or she is elected theyrhe sods, | mean. | mean of course the InIreland, the production of electricity
become'one of them"A politician will sods of earth and grass. Surely they can't
take up a cause to be elected and then aftdre turned again whenever work starts? Concluded on page 29, column 2

ProsecT IReLanD 2040
The Project Ireland "Plan” unveiled in



OPEN LETTER continued

out Blow"is now the cry of you who onc

preached the gospel of the Prince of Peicel921-
DI

L
g for Louth-Meath as a Labour Party candida

the glad tidings of great joy of the Po
Man of Nazareth. You once had yo
disciples, simple, honest men who walk
in the fear of God, led by your teaching
To-day these followers of your Christia

from blood, are herded by your ords
with criminals—vile criminals, perhaps
but not with your foulness. You hay
betrayed your God and persecuted
children.

Pledged by your latest word to battle

by proxy, of course—for the liberties ¢f

small nationalities, you have joined wi
the confessed and convicted peculd
George, the German Milner, with Blood
Balfour, and all the vileness that has ris

like scum to the top in mud-mindgd

England stirred by the storm of war, a
with them you would enrol our manhog
to fight the battles of your war-lords.

Before the International we denounfe

you, traitors to our common class, false

doctrines of self-sacrifice, of abstinenfe 1'@de Unions and subsequently to t

His

he was expelled along with William ¢
Brien, General Secretary of the ITGW
after it had been taken over by Rode
L, Connolly (James Connolly's son) late

U Connolly and German
ic Socialismby Brendan Clifford. 8(
n pp. ISBN 085034 106X.A.B. 200§.

d
ail

He was imprisoned in England arf

rWales.|n1922, he was elected to the D The Labour Opposition of

®Northern Ireland. Complete
‘g eprint of Northern Ireland's fir:

g, —lost his seat a year later. In 1941, {
abour newspaper, 1925-2p.

n. became Secretary of the Irish Congresq |

'®Introduced by Joe Keenan. 212
h lllustrated, ISBN 0 85034 054
' AB & South Belfast Constituend
Labour Party. 1992. ©20. £15

rs I TGWU-led breakaway Congress of Iris
Unions. He was appointed to the Labo
é Court in 1946 and served for 23 years.

Unveiling of a centenary monument to
n Thomas Corkie Walsh

tor

y .
en A Chairde,

I wonder if you can let people know about an event we are organising for Su

d Walsh, a Mason from Cork who fought in the 1916 rising with James Connol
Citizen Army. He died in 1918 and was the brother-in-law of Thomas Mac Curggi
and is buried in St Finbarr's Cemetery.

They will be a fascinating historical talk on thiée and Times of Thomas Corki
o Walshin the Carpenter's Hall, 6 Father Mathew Quay, Centre, on Saturday,

~

t

your own people, accomplices in the March nextat8pm.

oppression of the Irish race. Your ran
are notredeemed by one honestfigure.
voice of sincerity and truth speaks fro
your midst.

But we have no hate for you. A m3
may kill a louse—he cannot hate it.
COLKITTO.

CATHAL O'SHANNON (1889-

ks
No

™ Jim Fahy, Chairperson, Cork Operative Society
of Masons & Bricklayers Historical Society;
Historian, Writer, Lecturer, Public Speaker.

For more information contact:

LN

Contacts 085- 1151774 james.fahy@hotmail.com

1969). Born Co. Antrim. Brought up i
Derry city. He joined the Gaelic Leagy
where he met Sean Mac Diarmada &
was sworn in as a member of the Iri
Republican Brotherhood. At Jams
Connolly's request in 1912, he joined
staff of the Irish Transport and Gene
Worker's Union in Belfast. In Coalislan

Co. Tyrone, on Easter Saturday, 1916} h

mobilised 100 volunteers but, witho
orders, they dispersed. In 1917, he beca
Editor of The Voice of LabourHe
unsuccessfully urged that the Labour Pg
should contest the General Election

Socialist InternationalConference held
in Berne, Switzerlandin 1919. In 1920 t

defunct Second International was create the biomass, huge engines aréuture but much of it will never happen

reorganised.
O'Shannon was also a founder mem

the

h
e

[Does
sh |t

£ S

aIUp

i because the electricity has to be generfjted

e elsewhere and the generation and trans|
Lt From page 28

required to shred timber, bushes and wastevill not happen in the way it is presentpd
bemwood, etc. and these are usually poweredo us now.

of the Socialist Party of Ireland from whid

h by fuel oil. Generation by wind, solar or Michael Stack ©

29
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We Will Not Have Conscription

Open Letter to the English Labour Party.

To the Right Honourable and
Honourable Gentlemen,

But for the malign fate that links ou

nations and the unfortunate fact that ygu

stand before the world as representatiy
of and types of the English working clas

we would treat with that indifference youi

have always exhibited towards Iris

Labour, whose very existence you haye
ignored, for when you have sought to

learn aught of Ireland, you have mag
your enquiries of our governors an
masters.

eS

P

h

e
d

We are of the workers, labouring i
harmony with the International to awak

our fellow-countrymen to a consciousnesgs
of the destiny of our class. We advocaje

industrial solidarity and we are answer
with jeers"What about Havelock Wilso
and 'Captain Tupper?'"We urge

independent social action by Labour and

our fellow-workers point in scorn to th

d

You sold your independence and barferland and liberty in the streets of Dublif

the people'strust for money, for place, a
for patronage. Shackleton and Bell are
two of your leaders whose treason h
raised them above that fear of to-morrg

hdyour voices swelled the chorus"doud

utcheers!

as

w And members of your party serve

s. England and Capitalismin the Governmg

- that sent James Connolly to his dea|

alrish Labour can never acquit of ths

d betrayal your leader, Henderson, w
shares with Asquith and George the g
of a martyr's blood.

and its poverty which haunts our clas
One Irishman, Willie Walker, your patron
age bought, as in Britain it bought not
few "whose minds were fixed on pelf an
place".

When two lives were sacrificed i
Belfast in August, 1907, we heard o You were the foremost battalion of t
voice of protest from your benches in the ‘workers' army fighting for industria
House. We were not surprised at yourdemocracy, seekingto escapethe shac
silence. But Llanelly, Tonypandy anfl of age-long slavery, but the weapon
Liverpool, which paid their pence to male political power they forged for you td
you great, passed into history with yolir wield, you turned upon the workers (
silent approval. But when an English England.
statesman from the green benchée'tod
finest club in Europe"announced the
execution of men who had dared all f

When the blight of war fellupon Europ
br you proclaimed a truce of God betweq
Capital and Labour, a truce kept by yo

names of Barnes and Hodge.
Everywhere your puerilities, you

Subscribers to the magazine are regularly dupes until they awoke to the fraud of t

. e g offered special rates on other publications
follies, your servilities, and your crimes

are used to libel Labour in a country thgt/rish Political Review is published by
has been served by James Hope and Jajpes  the IPR Group: write to—
Connolly, which has givento England thg 1 Sutton Villas, Lower Dargle Road
earliest pioneers of Labour's freedory. Bray, Co. Wicklow  or
Everywhere we must repudiate you arjd 33 Athol Street, Belfast BT12 4GX or
demonstrate your falsity to Labourj 2 Newington Green Mansions, London N16 9BT
Democracy and Internationalism. or Labour Comment, TEL: 021-4676029
C/0O Shandon St. P.O., Cork

Subscription by Post:
12 issues: Euro-zone & World Surface: €40;
Sterling-zone: £25

Electronic Subscription:
€15/ £12 for 12 issues
(or € 1.30/ £1.10 per issue)

You can also order from:

Largely by the zeal and practical politi
cal instincts of our fellow-countryme
you were created as a political force, afjd
their unselfish labours helped you tp
Westminster, pledged publicly as men ¢f
honour and the trustees of your class fo

maintain complete independence of gl
capitalist parties.

master class and your deception. Th
incipient revolts you strangled, their ne
leaders you penned in prison-houses, 4
you forged new laws—Defence of t
Realm Acts, Munitions of War Acts
Military Service Acts, National Servicq
Acts, aye, even Regulation 40d to puni
the victims of your war lust—to bind i
slavery the masses who had looked to
for deliverance.

You sneaked into the International wit
pledges of loyalty to your class and ours
its world-wide struggle for emancipatio

"War to the Bitter End'to the'Knock-

https://www.atholbooks-sales.org
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